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AN  ANGLING  TOUR 
N  THE  NORTHERN  HIGHLANDS 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

More  than  an  hour  had  sped  past,  [and  little 
id  been  done.  It  was  almost  noon ;  the  heat 
Jm  the  sun  in  a  wholly  unclouded  sky  had  he¬ 
me  oppressive ;  the  salmon  and  grilse,  and 
“  The  springing  trout  lay  still ;  ” 
d  the  unruffled  light-brown  water,  soothing  in 
i  stillness,  and  gladsome  in  its  sunny  golden 
earn,  was  mirroring  with  wonderful  distinctness 
at  awe-inspiring  rocky  precipice  of  over 
)00ft.  in  height,  which,  rising  almost  sheer 
am  the  shore,  environs  the  loch’s  north-western 
d. 

Very  hopeless  now  seemed  the  chance  of  sport. 
iil  had  pushed  the  salmon-cast,  changing  several 
2s  over  it,  but  without  any  visible  sign  of  suc- 
»s,  as  the  disposition  of  the  “  verra  fine  fish  ” 
partake  of  a  forenoon  meal  had  clearly  ended 
thits  rise  to  me.  Mr.  Johnstone,  encouraged 
his  good  luck  at  the  start,  was  keeping  on  fish- 
|  intently,  but  the  great  trail  of  his  flies  in  the 
11  water  it  was  plain  to  see  was  proving  wholly 
3clusive  of  further  sport.  My  suggestion  to 
n  that  ho  should  try  sunk- fly  fishing  was  readily 
3pted,  and  with  tine  tackle  now  on,  throwing 
'  as  far  as  he  could  reach,  allowing  the  flies  to 
k  well,  and  then  by  raising  the  point  of  tho 
1,  and  gradually  in  this  wise  bringing  them 
0  the  bank  without  creating  any  wave  or  trail, 
succeeded  within  the  next  half  hour  in  landing 
3  more  nice  sea  trout,  one  of  which  ran  close 


upon  4lb.  This  was  encouraging  enough  under 
the  circumstances,  but  presently  a  lull,  which  was 
destined  to  last  till  I  should  leave  the  loch,  set 
in.  For  quite  an  hour  two  rods  kept  steadily  at 
it  without  so  much  as  a  fish  beiug  touched  or 
stirred.  This  was  far  from  satisfactory.  Seeing 
now  that  all  the  fish  within  casting  distance  of 
the  bank  persistently  refused  to  look  np,  I  asked 
Neil  to  bring  along  the  boat,  into  which  I  stepped, 
in  the  hope  that  by  taking  a  turn  round  the 
island  and  fishing  some  good  spots,  which  as  yet 
had  not  been  touched,  a  little  sport,  if  not  with 
sea  trout,  at  least  with  brown  trout  might  be  got 
to  relieve  the  monotony.  I  was  specially  bent 
on  trying  a  rocky  bottom  piece  of  water,  where 
early  in  the  day  several  very  large  sea  trout 
had  been  showing.  With  large  and  with 
small  flies,  and  in  different  ways  which  I  need 
not  mention,  this  place  I  several  times  fished, 
leaving  it  and  returning  to  it  after  short  in¬ 
tervals,  during  which  I  kept  working  along 
the  edge  of  the  weedy  water  of  tho  north¬ 
eastern  shore.  Neil’s  management  of  the  boat, 
perfected  by  practice,  was  admirable,  but  despite 
the  fact  that  all  he  and  I  could  do  was  done,  the 
sum  total  of  reward  for  nearly  an  hour’s  effort 
was  three  or  four  yellow  trout,  the  best  one 
scarcely  Jib.  After  this  fruitless  turn,  which  only 
seemed  to  more  fully  confirm  the  fact  that  good 
fish  were  not  to  be  deceived,  we  all  had  lunch. 
A  pipe  duly  followed,  and  then  I  thought  it 
better  to  consult  Mr.  Johnstone  as  to  farther 
procedure,  as  he  in  the  evening  was  bound  for 
Rhiconich  and  I  for  Durness  Hotel.  Mr.  John¬ 
stone  decided  to  hold  on  where  we  were  for  a 
time — to  wait  in  the  hope  of  a  change  of  sky  or 
the  advent  of  a  breeze.  Further,  he  signified  his 
intention  of  later  in  the  afternoon  rowing  up  in 
the  boat  to  the  top  of  the  loch,  where  at  the  in  flow 
of  the  mountain  stream  the  migratory  salmonidce 
congregate  in  vast  numbers.  Wishing  Mr.  John¬ 
stone  much  success,  I  now  bade  him  good-bye  for 
the  day,  and  getting  into  the  boat  with  Neil,  I  had 
another  cast  for  the  salmon  that  rose  to  me  in 
the  morning;  but  though  he  refused  to  stir,  smaller 
fish  were  on  the  hop,  and  I  was  fortunate  to  catch 
three  or  four  very  good  yellow  trout  in  going  down 
the  little  loch,  at  the  foot  of  which  I  left  the  boat 
for  Mr.  Johnstone.  After  this  I  had  some  dis¬ 
tance  to  walk  down  the  river-side  before  I  came 
to  the  first  salmon  pool.  Here  luck  attended  us, 
a  nice  little  fish  being  secured.  To  some  extent 
this  inspired  us  with  hope,  but  there  before  us 
was  the  river  half-a-foot  to  low  surface- level,  and 
sparkling  in  the  sun  crystal  clear.  Now  we  got 
to  a  very  pretty  broad  pool,  which  Neil,  to  whom 
I  had  handed  the  rod,  commenced  to  fish.  Work¬ 
ing  down,  but  casting  straight  across,  and  making 
the  fly  swim  with  no  common  swiftness  and  light¬ 
ness,  which  is  the  nailing  method  in  summer  on 
these  small  northern  rivers,  he  had  got  to  the 
place  where,  as  he  put  it,  “  ho  usually  comes,’’ 
when  behind  the  fly  a  great  wave  traversed  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  stream.  This  was  caused 
by  a  fish  attracted  from  the  deep  water  on 
the  far  side — a  fish  that  would  doubtless  have 
been  ours  but  for  the  fact  that  when  he  came 
across  the  sand-bar,  which  extends  down  the  pool, 
he  must  have  seen  us,  as  with  a  great  splash, 
showing  his  tail  above  the  water,  which  was  not 
over  a  foot  in  depth,  he  turned  and  rushed  back 
to  his  hold,  from  which  no  coaxing,  not  even  the 
Fail-me-never  fly,  could  again  entice  him. 

After  this  we  proceeded  to  Dougal’s  Pool,  cutting 
straight  through  the  marsh  in  preference  to  follow¬ 
ing  the  windings  of  the  river.  Into  the  top  of 
this  pool  debouches  a  stream  of  limpid  clearness, 
which  high  up  issues  in  strong  volume  from  the 
rocks  of  the  mountain  close  behind,  and  dashes 
down  over  water-rolled  boulders,  white  —  well, 
nearly  white  as  snow.  Neil  fished  Dougal,  and, 
prior  to  his  taking  his  last  cast  or  two,  I  had 
crossed  the  burn.  Wishing  to  hurry  him  up,  as 
there  were  lots  of  other  pools  before  us,  and  I  had 
to  get  to  the  Durness  road  by  seven  o’clock  to 
meet  my  trap,  I  remarked,  “  Wo  had  better  be 
going  ;  I’m  afraid  Dougal  is  not  at  home  to-day.’ 
But  Dougal  was  at  home — at  least,  one  of  his 
“  tenementers  ”  was — for  tho  words  “Dougal  is 
not  at  home  to-day  ”  had  not  escaped  my  lips 
when,  Neil’s  final  cast  about  finished  up,  close  to 
the  side  came  a  beautiful  81b.  grilse  and  gripped 
the  fly  “  sure  and  siccar.”  “  Well  done,  Neil  ; 
that’s  first  rate,”  was  my  exclamation  ;  “  my  pre¬ 
diction  has  been  falsified  ;  but  I  can  scarcely  call 


it  a  prediction,  as  before  I  had  all  the  words  out 
of  my  mouth  the  fish  was  on.”  I  admired  the 
adroitness  of  Neil’s  management  of  this  grilse, 
which  with  my  17ft.  Forest  ho  made  short  work 
of,  stranding  him  on  the  shingle  to  be  tailed  by 
me,  after  which  a  drop  of  the  “  craitur  ”  was  duly 
indulged  in  to  fittingly  complete  the  thing.  After 
this  we  had  to  hurry  on  at  a  great  pace,  as  time 
had  sped  past  faster  than  we  thought,  and  it  was 
now  four  o’clock.  Out  of  the  next  pool,  to  which 
we  had  a  good  distance  to  walk,  we  got  nothing. 
Then  followed  in  succession  two  or  three  little 
casts  not  reckoned  very  good,  which  were  fished 
blank.  Again  a  good  tramp,  and  we  arrived  at 
Maggie’s  Pool,  the  last  pool  of  all  which  we  fished. 
Maggie’s  Pool,  though  much  too  low,  as  Neil 
assured  me,  looked  to  my  mind  a  model  salmon 
catch.  The  water  dashes  down  over  boulders  and 
widens,  and  gradually  lessens  in  speed,  towards 
the  end  of  the  pool.  Its  depth  is  greatest  all 
along  the  foot  of  the  right  bank,  on  which  there 
is  an  undergrowth  of  birch  and  mountain  ash. 
Fishing  it  from  the  left  side,  as  we  did,  the  fly 
plays  beautifully  and  regularly,  coming  round  in 
an  enticing  fashion  from  the  deep  to  the  shallow 
water ;  hence  fish,  when  they  do  come,  come  in 
a  manner  which  shows  that  they  mean  business. 
At  this  pool  I  got  a  lesson  to  pay  me  off  for 
my  carelessness.  Most  pointedly  I  had  fished  it 
down,  but  to  my  great  surprise  without  the  wished 
result,  as  I  had  every  confidence  that  something 
would  be  moved.  Neil  had  commenced  to  strap 
up  the  bag  preparatory  to  our  starting  on  our  six 
mile  moor  tramp  to  the  Durness-road,  and  now 
looking  at  him,  and  now  flipping  my  fly  across  the 
pool,  I  was  killing  time  till  he  should  be  ready  to 
take  down  the  rod.  Looking  round  and  saying 
something  to  him,  while  at  the  same  time 
mechanically  working  my  rod,  I  felt  a  slight  touch 
which  instantly  directed  my  attention  to  the  pool, 
in  which  I  saw  a  large  fish  that  had  nearly 
stranded  himself  in  its  attempt  to  take  my  fly 
getting  hurriedly  out  of  the  shallow  into  the  deep 
water.  I  saw  enough  of  this  fish  to  be  able  to 
vouch  for  his  being  a  splendid  fellow  fresh-run 
from  the  sea  ;  but  why  he  came  when  I  was  fish¬ 
ing  carelessly,  and  not  when  he  got  the  first  offer, 
which  was  most  invitingly  made,  I  was  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  know.  “How  was  it,  Neil?”  Quick  of 
observation,  Neil  knew  the  reason.  “It  was  just 
because  of  that  little  cloud,  the  sun  being  out  of 
sight  for  a  moment.”  He  was  a  pretty  fish  at  any 
rate,  much  the  largest  one  that  we  had  seen  all  the 
day.  Thus  with  a  most  inglorious  termination 
ended  our  day’s  fishing ;  and  presently  we  were 
speeding  over  the  moor  in  the  direction  of  the 
shepherd’s  house  at  Carraigbhreac,  three  miles 
Durcesswards  from  the  Gualin. 


FISHING  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 

By  Rux. 

Part  II. — New  Brunswick  and  Quebec. 

We  have  fished  the  beautiful  streams  and 
numerous  lakes  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  we  have  wintered 
in  England,  and  are  preparing  for  a  second  visit 
to  the  waters  of  the  Canadian  Dominion. 

Some  lovers  of  the  gentle  art  would  fain 
return  to  the  haunts  of  the  previous  year, 
where,  let  us  hope,  they  met  with  that  amount  of 
success,  without  which  the  spirits  of  even  the 
most  ardent  and  sanguine  lovers  of  the  rod  would 
be  assuredly  damped.  Others  there  are,  however, 
who  desire  “  pastures  new,”  probably  not  only 
with  the  hope  of  surpassing  their  record  of  the 
past  season,  but  also  that  innate  desire  that  nearly 
every  Englishman  possesses  of  visiting  new 
countries  and  seeking  adventure. 

I  will,  therefore,  take  the  angler,  with  his 
kind  permission,  to  the  waters  of  the  other  part 
of  the  territory,  that  in  days  gone  by  formed  tho 
“  Vaterland  ”  of  the  ancient  Acadians  (New 
Brunswick),  and  from  thence  to  the  rivers  of  the 
province  of  Quebec. 

None  of  the  principal  lines  of  steamers  ply  be¬ 
tween  England  and  St.  John  (Now  Brunswick), 
which  is  the  chief  seaport  of  this  province,  but 
there  are  various  routes  by  which  you  can  reach 
this  city,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  ancient 
in  the  Dominion.  The  angler  can  take  any  of 
the  s.s.  lines  from  Liverpool,  either  to  New  York, 
Boston,  Portland  (Maine),  or  those  leaviug  for  tho 
Canadian  ports  of  Quebec  or  Halifax,  and  of 
these  I  give  my  vote  to  the  latter.  My  reason  for 
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so  doing  is — the  fishing  in  Nova  Scotia  is  much 
earlier  than  that  of  either  New  Brunswick  or 
Quebec ;  so  should  the  angler  have  the  same 
inclination  as  the  early  bird,  and  wish  to  catch 
the  worm,  or  rather  fish,  in  Mahoney  Bay  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  he  can  do  so,  and  still 
have  ample  time  to  reach  New  Brunswick  waters 
for  the  cream  of  the  season. 

Taking  it  for  granted  the  intending  traveller 
accepts  my  views,  our  preparations  being  made, 
we  board  the  steamer,  bag  and  baggage,  and 
once  again  ploughing  the  ocean  wave,  across  the 
broad  Atlantic,  are  within  the  week  anchored  in 
Halifax  Harbour.  Here,  time  permitting,  we  can 
remain  at  all  events  till  we  regain  our  sea  legs, 
but  when  the  early  spring  has  passed,  and  May, 
lovely  May,  is  on  the  wane,  we  must  be  moving, 
for  fish,  like  the  rolling  tide,  wait  for  no  man.  . 

Having  bade  adieu  to  our  kind  and  hospitable 
acquaintances  in  Halifax,  we  take  the  cars  on 
the  Inter-Colonial  railway,  and  after  a  journey  of 
some  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  cross  the 
border  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  are  in  the  land  of 
many  rivers.  Here  we  can  fish  to  our  heart’s 
content,  and  then  bidding  adieu  to  Acadia,  pass 
on  to  the  streams  of  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  and 
having  reached  the  St.  Lawrence,  can,  towards 
the  close  of  the  season,  gradually  wend  our  way 
till  finally  we  reach  the  “  City  of  Ice  Palaces,” 
Montreal,  where  the  angler  may  either  pass  one 
of  the  most  delightful  winters,  sleighing,  skating, 
toboganning,  ice  boat  sailing,  and  occasionally  a 
moose  or  cariboo  hunt,  or  else  return  to  his  home 
in  the  Isle  of  the  Seas. 

The  area  of  New  Brunswick  is  about  20,000,000 
acres,  and  is  splendidly  watered  by  magnificent 
rivers  and  numerous  lakes,  all  of  which  are,  with 
lew  exceptions,  full  of  fish. 

Both  the  fishing  and  shooting  are  similar  to 
that  of  the  sister  province,  but  the  rivers  are 
larger,  and  the  lakes  not  quite  so  numerous  as  in 
Nova  Scotia.  The  streams  of  both  have  suffered 
about  equally  from  over-fishing,  netting,  and  the 
accumulation  of  saw-dust  which  choko  up  the 
estuaries  and  bays. 

The  Canadian  Government  have  come  to  the 
rescue,  and  taken  timely  warning  of  the  wanton 
destruction  of  both  fish  and  game  in  the  United 
States,  and  very  stringent  regulations  have  been 
enacted  whereby  these  evils  have  been  promptly 
stopped,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  all  kinds  of 
game — flesh,  fish,  and  fowl— are  greatly  on  the 
increase  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Canadian 
dominions. 

Of  course,  I  only  refer  to  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  and  that  of  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago ; 
previous  to  that  date  the  sport  to  bo  obtained 
with  rod  or  gun  was  so  extraordinarily  good,  that 
unless  the  reader  had  himself  been  a  witness, 
might  cause  him  to  doubt  even  so  authentic  a 
journal  as  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  is  nevertheless  true  that  some  tremendous 
catches  of  fish  have  been  made  in  New  Brunswick 
waters,  and  a  gallant  colonel  whom  I  have  known 
from  childhood  to  be  a  keen  lover  of  angling 
informed  me,  that  when  a  subaltern  he  was 
quartered  with  his  regiment  in  Canada,  I  lhink  in 
1861,  and  killed  eleven  salmon,  averaging  15lb.,  in 
one  day  to  hisown  rod,  on  the  Metapediac  river. 
The  baskets  of  trout  that  are  now  taken  are 
almost  fabulous,  and  finally  fishing  becomes  even 
monotonous  and  the  true  sport  for  the  time 
ceases. 

The  rivers  of  New  Brunswick  are  held  under 
lease  for  salmon  fishing,  but  as  many  of  the  hotels 
have  rights  on  tlio  streams,  guests  can  always 
obtain  leave  with  little  or  no  trouble,  as  also  trust¬ 
worthy  guides,  which  to  the  stranger  are  indis¬ 
pensable  ;  all  rivers  are,  however,  free  for  trout 
fishing,  and  the  lakes  with  few  exceptions  are  also 
frpe  to  the  angler  for  both  salmon  and  trout. 

The  rivers  of  this  province  possess  one  very 
great  advantage  over  those  of  other  parts  of 
Canada,  viz. — their  vicinity  to  one  another,  as, 
should  you  tire  of  one  stream,  you  can  by  making 
a  short  “  portage  ”  reach  another.  Take  for 
instance  the  St.  John’s  river,  abovo  the  falls: 
a  few  miles  will  take  you  to  the  Wangrcu,  which 
will  bring  you  iuto  the  main  stream  of  the  Resti- 
gouche. 

As  regards  the  fish,  they  are  similar  to  those 
of  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  exception  of  one  known 
as  the  “lake  shiner.”  It  resembles  a  grilse,  and 
I  believe  is  found  in  no  waters  but  those  of  New 
Brunswick  and  across  the  border  in  the  State  of 


Maine.  They  are  a  very  sporting  fish,  and 
plentiful  in  the  lakes  through  which  the  St. 
Croix  river  flows,  as  also  several  of  the  lakes 
near  to  the  St.  John  ;  Schoodic,  Skiff,  and  Grand 
being  about  the  best. 

There  are  also  plenty  of  bass  in  the  St.  John 
and  Miramichi  rivers,  and  in  the  month  of  June 
capital  sport  can  be  obtained  with  bait.  These 
fish  average  about  91b.,  although  they  are  not 
unfrequently  caught  of  a  much  larger  size. 

A  favourite  pastime  in  Canada  is  spearing 
bass,  as  also  sturgeon  by  torchlight.  This 
amusement  requires  some  skill,  which  can  only 
be  obtained  by  practice,  and  a  beginner  is  more 
than  likely  to  upset  the  canoe  or  boat  if  not  very 
careful. 

It  would  be  too  wearisome  to  the  reader,  even 
were  I  permitted  space,  to  give  the  beauties  of 
even<  one-third  of  the  splendid  streams  that  are 
open  to  the  angler.  I  will  therefore  just  mention 
a  few  of  those  I  know  best,  and  of  which  I  hear 
recent  good  accounts.  The  river  to  the  angler 
must  be  as  the  farm  to  the  farmer,  no  two  seasons 
being  exactly  alike ;  the  results  may  not  be  similar 
either. 

For  instance,  in  the  summer  of  1889  His  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Governor-General  of  Canada,  who,  I 
believe,  is  a  mojtt  enthusiastic  lover  of  the  gentle 
art,  had  but  indifferent  luck  on  the  Cascapedia, 
one  of  the  best  streams  in  the  Gaspe  Peninsular  ; 
but  during  the  past  season  of  1890  he  had  some 
capital  sport  on  the  same  river,  and  on  the  16th  of 
July  killed  a  salmon  that  weighed  461b. 

On  the  south-west  Miramichi  Messrs.  Lemont 
and  E.  Harrison  were  out  for  ten  days  without 
catching  a  single  fish  (salmon).  The  latter  gen¬ 
tleman  had  fished  that  stream  every  season  for 
twenty-five  years,  but  never  with  such  bad  luck. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  best  pools  had  been 
dynamited.  Last  year,  however,  the  take  on  this 
river  was  very  considerable,  but  in  comparison  to 
years  ago  it  has  indeed  fallen  off,  for  in  looking 
over  some  fishing  statistics  issued  by  the  Canadian 
Government,  I  see  that  in  1854,  400,0001b.  weight 
of  salmon  was  taken  during  the  season.  In  1889 
there  was  also  capital  fishing  in  the  Bonaventure 
river,  and  four  hundred  and  four  salmon,  weighing 
9,0001b.,  were  caught  with  the  rod,  on  the  Moisee 
river  ;  and  in  Lake  Megantic  anglers  had  some 
grand  sport.  Of  all  the  rivers  in  the  two  pro¬ 
vinces  of  New  Brunswick  or  Quebec,  I  myself 
prefer  the  Nepisiquit  in  the  former,  and  either 
York  or  Dartmouth  rivers  in  Gaspe  Peninsular, 
not  that  I  mean  to  infer  they  are  the  best,  but 
because  in  days  gone  by  I  knew  them,  and 
they  always  afforded  excellent  sport;  and 
from  all  I  can  learn  up  to  the  present  date  still 
hold  their  good  reputation.  There  are  several 
splendid  pools  on  the  Nepisiquit;  and,  besides 
being  one  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  streams  in 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  is  admitted  by 
all  to  be  about  the  most  picturesque  in  Canada. 
The  central  point  for  fishing  these  waters  is 
Bathurst. 

The  other  principal  rivers  in  New  Brunswick 
are  the  Restigouche  and  Upsalquitch,  and  Dee- 
side  will  be  found  a  convenient  rendezvous.  The 
St.  John’s  river  is,  next  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  the 
largest  in  Canada.  It  rises  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  entering  New  Brunswick,  flows  south  and 
passes  through  Woodstock  and  Frederickton, 
finally  discharging  itself  into  the  harbour  of  St. 
John. 

Frederickton,  tho  capital  of  the  province,  is  the 
most  central  point  for  anglers,  and  full  informa¬ 
tion  can  be  acquired  in  this  city,  or  at  Ottawa,  as 
regards  the  leasing  of  rivers  by  the  government 
department  in  either  city.  This  is  the  best 
method,  as  otherwise  you  are  likely  to  be  misled 
by  touts,  of  whom  beware. 

The  Americans  lease  a  considerable  amount  of 
fishing  from  the  Canadian  Government.  They 
have  an  anglers’  club  at  Matapedia,  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Restigouche  and  Matapedia,  two  of 
the  best  salmon  rivers  in  the  dominion.  The 
Americans  are  hospitable  to  a  degree,  and  no 
stranger  need  ever  go  begging  for  a  day  or  even 
for  a  week’s  fishing  on  these  preserves  should  they 
apply  for  it.  They  have  also  a  fishing  and  game 
preservation  association  at  St.  George,  on  the 
Maguadaric  river.  Messrs.  Nicholson  and  Co., 
of  St.  John,  lumber  merchants,  have  preserves 
on  the  Restigouche,  which  they  rent  out  either 
hy  the  season  or  by  the  month,  at  so  much  a  rod. 
Of  the  remaining  rivers  I  have  not  mentioned  are 


the  Godbout,  and  St.  Augustine,  Jacques  Cartier, 
St.  Anne’s?  and  Madeline,  and  hundreds  of  others 
too  numerous  to  mention.  As  regards  salmon 
fishing,  the  angler  may  meet  occasionally  with 
disappointment ;  but  for  trout  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  go  wrong.  All  the  aforementioned  rivers 
can  be  reached  by  means  of  the  Inter-colonial 
Railway.  A  capital  starting-point  is  Campbell- 
ton,  and  the  station-master  of  that  town,  Mr. 
Barbarie,  who  is  a  well-known  angler,  will  furnish 
you  with  some  very  useful  information.  As 
Campbellton  looks  on  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  you 
can  obtain  splendid  sea-bathing  during  the  season, 
and  should  you  wish  to  vary  your  sport,  you  can 
try  your  hand  at  mackerel  fishing  in  the  bay, 
which  can  be  caught  by  hundreds  in  a  few  hours 
with  a  hook  and  line. 

As  regards  an  outfit,  I  have  already  given 
my  ideas  on  that  subject  in  my  article  on 
Nova  Scotia.  I  have  been  reading  some  notes 
on  fishing  by  a  gentleman  from  the  United 
States.  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  an  authority 
in  the  art  of  angling,  and  he  furnishes  some 
useful  information  to  the  lovers  both  of  the 
rod  and  gun.  There  is,  however,  one  article  of 
clothing  he  strongly  recommends  which,  as  an 
old  Shikarri,  does  not  meet  with  my  approval — 
viz.,  the  use  of  india-rubber  boots.  Holes  are 
easily  made  in  them,  from  which  time  they  are 
quite  useless ;  if  they  become  wet  inside  by  some 
accident,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  them  dry 
again,  and  the  wearing  of  them  tends  to  bring  on 
what  is  called  on  the  western  continent  “  gum- 
boot  rheumatism.”  To  add  to  this  they  are  highly 
dangerous,  as  should  you  have  the  misfortune  to 
either  get  capsized  out  of  a  canoe  or  slip  into 
some  deep  pool  with  these  long  boots  on  your 
chance  of  escape  from  drowning  is  very  small. 

A  friend  of  mine  on  a  shooting  trip  with  me  in 
Holland,  some  few  years  ago,  had  a  very  narrow 
escape  from  a  watery  grave  through  wearing 
them.  I  have  no  faith  either  in  oilskin  coats,  but 
thick  flannel  shirts  and  continuations  are  a  pre¬ 
ventative  from  catching  cold,  over  which,  if  you 
wear  what  are  known  as  overalls,  although  not 
waterproof,  they  will  keep  out  a  considerable 
amount  of  rain,  and  can  be  dried  in  a  few  minutes 
before  the  camp  fire. 

The  flies  and  mosquitoes  in  New  Brunswick  are 
equally  as  bad  as  in  Nova  Scotia.  Let  me  therefore 
impress  on  your  mind  not  to  forget  your  mosquito 
“  bar  ”  and  long  hand  mittens,  as  also  your  solu¬ 
tion  of  pennyroyal,  camphor  and  turpentine.  An 
ounce  of  each,  as  also  about  half-a-pint  of  olive  oil, 
is  the  mixture  known  on  the  western  continent  as 
“  bug  juice,”  and  will  be  found  of  the  very  greatest 
value.  The  best  fishing  rivers  in  the  province  are 
situated  so  as  to  be  quite  easily  reached  by  the 
various  railways,  especially  that  of  the  Inter¬ 
colonial.  The  roads  are  also  for  the  most  part 
very  good,  but  you  will  have  but  little  use  for 
them,  except  to  travel  short  distances,  as  most  of 
your  travelling  after  leaving  the  cars  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  canoes. 

Although  I  advocate  camp  life,  there  are  plenty 
of  cheap  inns  and  hospitable  farmhouses,  which 
will  always  give  you  a  hearty  welcome,  and  the 
inmates  will  be  glad  to  help  you,  or  even  join  you 
in  a  fishing  excursion.  To  add  to  this,  the  provinces 
of  New  Brunswick,  as  also  Quebec,  are  exception¬ 
ally  healthy,  and  some  of  the  scenery  along  the 
I.  C.  Railway  is  the  finest  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

I  have  mentioned  a  mosquito  bar,  to  bo  worn 
over  your  hat  during  the  day  ;  but  as  night  is 
the  worst  time  for  tho  torments,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  you  to  havo  a  larger  “  bar  ”  under  which 
to  sleep.  The  top  is  made  of  calico,  and  the  sides 
and  ends  of  netting  of  the  very  finest  mesh.  At  the 
four  corners  of  the  calico  top  are  rings,  and  the 
net  is  easily  rigged  by  four  pointed  sticks,  which 
are  driven  into  the  ground  at  each  corner  of  your  s 
couch,  and  the  rings  are  fastened  to  the  top  of 
each  one  of  these  uprights.  They  can  be 
purchased  at  any  dry  goods  store  in  the  province 
at  a  cost  of  about  ten  shillings.  You  should  also 
bring  with  you  some  candles,  and  get  your  gillie 
to  rig  you  a  camp  candlestick  ;  by  this  means  you 
can  recline  on  your  couch,  and  read  a  book  if  you 
feel  so  disposed,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  blood¬ 
thirsty  insects.  There  are  two  more  points  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  intending  anglers  to 
Canadian  waters. 

The  first  is,  not  to  imagine  because  you  have 
paddled  your  own  canoe  on  English  rivers,  that 
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yon  can  do  so  with  impunity  in  the  rapid  streams 
of  New  Brunswick.  It  is  highly  dangerous,  and 
requires  great  experience  before  one  becomes  an 
adept.  Hundreds  have  lost  their  lives  by  trying 
to  do  so. 

The  second  matter  is  the  foolishness  of  any  one 
not  used  to  hush  life  attempting  to  he  their  own 
guides.  It  is  not  so  dangerous  in  Canada  as 
it  is  gettiug  lost  in  the  Australian  hush  ;  never¬ 
theless  it  is  very  perplexing  and  most  uncom¬ 
fortable.  My  advico  is,  before  leaving  your  camp 
for  the  day  take  your  bearings.  Should  you  acci¬ 
dentally  get  separted  from  your  guide,  and  get 
bushed,  don’t  get  flurried.  Sit  down  on  some  old 
log,  aud  consider.  Having  made  up  your  mind 
in  which  direction  you  intend  steering,  stick  to  it. 
There  are  two  great  guides  to  those  who  are  lost 
in  the  Canadian  woods.  One  is  the  streams, 
which  are  never  dry  ;  follow  them  down,  and  they 
are  certain  to  bring  yon  to  civilization  if  there  he 
any  in  the  country.  Another  good  guide  is  the 
trees,  the  north  side  of  which  is  invariably 
covered  with  moss.  A  capital  plan,  if  you  have 
auy  doubt  of  your  capacity  to  retrace  your  steps, 
is  to  break  little  twigs  as  you  go  along  in  the 
morning. 

And  now  I  rather  fear  that  the  Editor  will 
declare  that  I  am  over  fishing  his  preserves;  I 
shall  therefore  wish  the  angler  good  sport,  and 
wind  up  my  reel. 

The  close  season  for  salmon  angling  in  New 
Brunswick  is  from  August  15th— Feb.  1st ;  trout, 
Sept.  15tH — May  1st.  In  Quebec:  salmon,  Aug. 
15sh — Feb.  1st ;  trout,  Oct.  1st— Dec.  31st. 


ANGLING  AT  LITTLEPORT,-  &c.. 

By  Old  Hand. 

The  Ely  and  Cambridge  Angling  Society7. 

The  object  of  this  society  is  the  preservation 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  rivers  Cam  and  Ouse,  their 
tributary  streams  and  adjacent  waters,  and  it  has 
the  whole  and  sole  right  of  fishing  in  the  sheet  of 
water  known  as  the  South  Level  Cut,  extending 
from  the  Overfall  Mill,  about  a  mile  below  Ely, 
and  ending  at  the  Littleport  Station  Dock.  The 
famous  Adelaide  course  (four  miles)  commences 
at  Prickwillow,  near  the  railway  crossing  at  Ely, 
and  ends  at  the  Railway  Dock.  In  short,  we  have 
the  old  West  River  (formerly  the  Bedford  Ouse), 
running  into  the  Cam  just  above  Ely,  and  the 
Lark  flowing  past  Littleport  as  one  stream.  The 
South  Level  Cut  and  the  Adelaide  Course  (some¬ 
times  called  the  Adelaide  Cutting)  are  only  local 
names  given  to  a  portion  of  this  stream  ;  and  the 
reason  why  it  is  called  the  South  Level  Cut,  a 
body  of  Commissioners  caused  it  to  be  cut  deeper, 
the  banks  raised  to  prevent  floods  and  to  improve 
the  navigation  between  Cambridge  and  Lynn,  but 
more  particularly  between  Littleport  and  Ely. 

All  persons  resident  within  the  county  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Isle  of  Ely,  and  Newmarket  shall  alone 
be  eligible  to  become  members  of  the  society,  on 
payment  of  an  annual  subscription  of  not  less  than 
iwo  shillings  and  sixpence,  which  will  entitle  the 
member  to  the  privilege  of  travelling  between 
certain  stations  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
:or  the  purpose  of  angling,  at  a  single  fare.  Per¬ 
sons  not  resident  within  the  aforesaid  limits  may 
on  application  to  the  hon.  sec.,  and  with  the 
ipproval  of  the  committee)  be  elected  honorary 
members  on  payment  of  a  subscription  of  not  less 
;han  five  shillings  per  annum,  and  as  such  shall 
je  entitled  to  fish  in  the  society’s  waters,  but 
*hall  not  take  part  at  any  of  the  society’s  meet- 
ngs.  All  subscriptions  must  be  paid  in  advance. 
NTo  daily  or  weekly  tickets  are  issued  ;  and  I  for 
me  sincerely  wish  this  excellent  society  could  see 
-heir  way  clear  to  modify  this  arrangement.  Any 
oerson  fishing  in  the  society’s  water  without  hav- 
ng  paid  two  shillings  and  sixpence  or  five  sibl¬ 
ings  is  liable  to  prosecution  for  trespass. 

The  River. 

There  is  no  mistake,  it  is  the  very  beau  ideal 
>f  a  roach  river — good  depth,  good  breadth,  and 
is  rivers  go  clear  of  weeds,  at  least  they  gave  me 
mry  little  trouble.  To  all  intents  and  purposes  it 
s  tidal,  but  comparatively  gentle  (the  very 
>pposite  to  the  Arun,  in  the  neighbourhood,  say,  of 
^.mberley),  aud  I  noticed  that  there  was  an  unmis- 
akable  falling  off  in  bites  when  the  stream  fairly 
:ame  to  a  standstill.  I  have  puzzled  my  brains 
o  find  a  solution.  There  must  be  some  cause  for 


it ;  and  it  is  just  possible  that,  when  the  stream 
is  perfectly  still,  the  lish  cease  to  bo  drawn 
together  by  the  ground-bait  flaking  off  and 
“  drizzling  ”  down  the  stream  (I  say  possible)  ; 
for  this  reason  when  the  water  is  like  a  pond  the 
ground-bait  may  be  thrown  quietly  around  the  float 
in  much  smaller  pieces  than  on  other  occasions. 

Ledgering. 

Throwing  .from  the  reel  with  a  light  rod,  and 
casting  in  auy  likely  looking  spot,  1  never  had  to 
wait  long  for  a  bite  ;  and  although  I  always  felt 
the  resistance  of  the  weight  on  my  rod-top,  no 
matter  how  1  struck,  I  missed  many  more  fish 
than  I  hit.  On  two  or  three  occasions  I  had  two 
roach  on  at  once  (two  hooks),  and  altogether  it 
was  a  capital  bit  of  sport  ;  in  short  the  river  seined 
full  ot  roach — so  full,  and  the  takes  so  numerous, 
that  Mr.  South  said  :  “  The  present  season  has  been 
the  worst  known  for  twenty  years  for  specimen 
fish  ;  hut  one  of  the  very  best  for  numbers  and  I 
saw  this  statement  amply  verified  during  my  visit. 
As  a  rule  bites  were  communicated  to  the  rod-top 
in  the  most  delicate  manner,  but  presently  I  got 
a  grand  quick  pull  that  would  make  the  rod-top 
bend  like  a  bow,  and  there  was  not  much  difficulty 
in  hooking  these  customers  ;  but  when  fishing  with 
fine  gut  it  is  very  easy  to  smash  the  tackle  unless 
one  is  very  careful  in  striking,  for  if  the  resistance 
of  the  weight  is  felt  on  the  rod-top,  as  mentioned 
above,  the  hook  can  be  sent  home  in  a  moment ; 
and  if  the  stroke  is  in  the  least  degree  too  hard 
smash  will  go  the  tackle.  Good  roach  are  full  of 
“go”  in  this  river,  fight  splendidly,  and  when  caught 
on  a  tight  line  with  fine  tackle  show  rare  sport. 
When  casting  from  the  reel  with  a  light  rod,  I 
could  easily  throw  a  pellet  of  rather  stiff  adhesive 
ground-bait  well  squeezed  around  a  pistol  bullet, 
or  two  or  three  perforated  shots,  any  reasonable 
distance. 

Tackle  often  Used  for  Rather  Swift  Water. 

A  light  cork  float  with  a  6ft.  very  fine  gut  trace, 
with  one  shot  about  3in.  from  the  hook,  and  some 
12in.  or  15in.  above  this  shot  a  chain  of  say  from 
eight  to  twelve  shots  to  suit  the  stream  (but  still 
a  chain)  to  keep  the  bait  down  and  the  float 
steady.  Hook  No.  10  or  11  for  roach,  baiting  with 
two  or  three  gentles  or  boiled  wheat. 

A  hook  a  size  or  two  larger  may  be  used  for 
bream  fishing.  As  a  rule,  I  detest  these  ugly 
chains,  more  especially  in  a  clear  water;  but  I  have 
been  informed  by  one  who  should  know,  that  this 
is  the  very  best  tackle  that  can  possibly  be  used 
for  this  river,  and  he  prefers  it  to  all  others,  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  under  currents  caused  by 
the  tides,  and  great  was  the  astonishment  of  the 
angler  referred  to,  who  swears  by  this  tackle, 
when  I  said,  “  What  on  earth  is  the  use  of  a 
tackle  like  this  when  the  stream  is  swiftest  at  the 
surface  and  slowest  at  the  bottom?”  Hereupon 
commenced  such  an  argument  I  shall  never  for¬ 
get— in  short  we  came  to  a  standstill.  At  last 
I  said,  “If  you  were  to- throw  three  or  four 
pieces  of  worm  in  such  a  river,  say,  as  the  Trent, 
in  a  fast  stream,  you  would  see  them  float  down 
rather  fast  at  first ;  but  this  speed  would  become 
slower  and  slower,  until  at  last  they  dropped 
steadily  on  the  bottom.  You  want  the  weight  more 
dispersed  in  such  a  stream,  or  you  would  never  get 
the  proper  slant.” 

“  Bless  my  life,”  said  my  opponent,  “  we  are 
both  right.” 

“  Both  right  ?”  ' 

“  Certainly.” 

“  Why,  how  is  that,  man  ?  ” 

“  How  is  that  ?  Why,  you  are  speaking 
of  a  non-tidal  river,  with  a  uuiform  straight 
running  stream  ;  whilst  I  am  speaking  of  a 
tidal  river,  with  a  current  exactly  the  oppo¬ 
site  to  the  one  you  refer  to,  with  a  peculiar  under 
current  under  the  comparatively  smooth  surface, 
and  this  chain,  whilst  it  keeps  the  tackle  down, 
still  allows  the  hook  sufficient  play  to  attract  the 
fish.  Now  do  you  understand 

“  Wonders  will  never  cease.  We  are  both  right. 

I  understand  you  perfectly.” 

F or  quieter  water  fewer  shots  ipust-be  employed, 
but  whether  six  or  sixteen  are  used,  they  must 
suit  the  run  of  the  current.  The  float  will  tell  one 
in  a  jiffey  ;  and  1  may.just  mention  that  the  cork 
floats  made  by  a  well  knov?h  Littleport  angler  are 
simply  perfect  of  their  kind.  I  like  the  long 
beautifully  bound  caps  of  these  floats  better 
than  any  I  have  ever  seen. 

( To  be  continued.) 
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Mr.  Howlett,  the  naturalist,  of  Newmarket, 
has  received  from  Brandon  a  chub  caught  there 
on  Christmas  Day,  weighing  61b. 


From  an  advertisement  in  our  columns  it  will 
ho  seen  that  the  old  fishing-tackle  business  of  the 
late  Mr.  George  Currell,  of  Winchester,  is  for  sale. 
An  excellent  chance  for  someone  who  under¬ 
stands  Hampshire  flies  and  liy-fishiog. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  writes:—"  There  is  an  omis¬ 
sion  in  the  testimonials  :  1873,  to  the  late  Messrs. 
Stephen  Ponder  and  Frank  Buckland  (greatly 
assisted  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham),  £239.  The 
two  gentlemen  received  a  single-stone  diamond 
ring,  value  TTOO  each,  and  a  gold  chain  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Buckland,  for  placing  many  thousands 
of  trout  into  the  Thames.” 


Mr.  Gillett,  of  40,  Fetter-lane,  has  sent  us  a 
sample  of  his  sixpenny  steel  wire  trace  with 
swivels  and  lead.  It  is  just  the  thing  to  use 
where  you  don’t  care  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
salmon  gut.  We  have  tested  the  one  sent  us  very 
!  severely,  and  found  that  even  when  intentionally 
i  kinked  it  stands  a  good  strain.  When  free  from 
kink  it  would  kill  any  fresh-water  fish. 


tees  iintr  terns 


Lochleven  Trout  Flourishing  in  Sutherland. 
— The  introduction  in  1888  and  1889  of  Lochleven 
trout  to  the  Sutherland  waters  has  proved  suc¬ 
cessful  beyond  expectation.  Last  year  Captain 
W.  B.  MacTaggart,  of  Glenrossal,  caused  several 
thousands  to  be  deposited  in  theRossal  Burn,  and 
about  one  thousand  in  the  river  Cassley.  A  large 
corry,  which  used  to  be  a  favourite  resort  of  the 
red  deer  in  stormy  weather,  was  converted  into  a 
loch  by  erecting  a  huge  embankment  across  the 
only  opening  it  had  towards  the  valley.  After  its 
completion  in  the  autumn  of  last  year  it  was 
stocked  with  one-year-old  aud  two-year-old  Loch¬ 
leven  trout.  They  have  thriven  so  well,  that 
daring  the  past  season  a  good  many  were  landed 
with  the  rod,  and  some  of  them  weighed  fully  lib. 
— all  beautiful  fish,  and  quite  distinct  from  the 
native  loch  trout.  This  new  artificial  lake  has 
been  named  Loch  Sheila,  after  the  heroine  of 
“  The  Princess  of  Thule.” — Scotsman. 


A  Turtle  Dove  Aged  Twenty- Seven  Years. — 
A  turtle  dove  cock  belonging  to  Mr.  M.  Armstrong, 
the  Prison,  Banff,  died  on  Saturday  at  the  age  of 
twenty- seven  years.  Mr.  Amstrong  in  1867 
bought  the  pair  of  doves,  of  which  this  bird  was 
one,  when  they  were  five  years  old,  at  Altries, 
Deeside,  and  the  hen  died  about  eleven  years  ago. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  pigeons  do  not 
attain  a  longer  age  than  20  years,  so  that  this  case 
is  somewhat  exceptional. — Aberdeen  Weekly  Xeu-s. 

The  Pearl  Shell  Fisheries  of  New  Guinea. — 
Copies  of  dispatches  have  been  received  from  Sir 
William  McGregor,  the  Administrator  of  New 
Guinea,  to  the  Governor  of  Queensland,  regarding 
the  pearl  shell  and  peche-de-mer  fisheries  of  New 
Guinea.  Sir  William  states  that  as  the  fisheries 
of  the  possession  are  not  likely  to  prove  remunera¬ 
tive,  it  would  be  easy — by  imposing  heavy  burdens 
or  unfavourable  restrictions— to  extinguish  those 
industries.  He  suggested  that  every  vessel  under 
ten  tons  register  engaged  in  the  trade  should  pay* 
a  licence  fee  at  the  rate  of  £1,  and  those  over  ten 
tons  £2  each,  and  that  the  masters  and  divers 
should  also  be  licensed.  He  points  out  that  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  if  the  fishermen  were 
able  to  take  out  their  licences  at  Cooktown  and 
Thursday  Island,  as  they  could  then  continue 
their  cruises  without  interruption  from  side  to 
side  in  Torres  Straits. — Scotsman. 


Large  Shark. — On  Monday  morning  last  the 
steam  trawler  St.  ;Gile3  landed  at  Aberdeen  a 
large  shark,  measuring  14ft.,  which  had  been 
taken  in  the  trawl  net.  The  carcasi  was  sold  to 
Mr.  Mundie,  fish  salesman,  for  seventeeen 
shillings  and  sixpence.  This  is  the  second 
large  shark  which  has  been  landed  at  Aberdeen 
recently. 
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THE  HUSBAND  OF  THE  RASH 
PROMISE ; 

OR 

THE  GOLDEN  HOOK. 

By  A.  R.  I.  E.  L. 

“  0  Muses  of  high  genius,  now  assist  me  ! 

O  memory,  that  did’st  write  down  what  I  saw, 
Here  thy  nobility  now  make  manifest 

Dante,  “  Divine  Comedg,  Infer  no,  Caato  11., 
Longfellow's  Translation  (Revised). 


Longfcilo 

The  Easter  of  ’85  I  spent  most  pleasantly  at 
that  very  comfortable  hostel,  the  Tufton  Arras, 
Appleby,  spinning  for  trout  with  the  natural 
minnow  (preserved)  in  the  new  fly  style— I  might 
almost  now  venture  to  say  in  the  new  dry  cow 
flv  style— in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eden. 

But  the  infernal  weather  was  all  against  me  then 
and  there,  as  it  so  often  is  at  Easter  everywhere. 
For  the  tops  of  those  Pennines  were  powdered  as 
whitely  over  as  are  the  tops  of  those  Christmas 
plum  puddings,  or  as  is 

”  ^  °  “  Your  frosty  pow, 

John  Anderson - ” 

I  can  hardly  [add,  “  my  Jo  !”-or  as  was-nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago — 

“  Alta  nice  candiduni 
Soractc,” 

as  recorded  in  that  old  Horatian  ode. 

And  so  on  Good  Friday  the  Minnow  got  rather 
badly  beaten  by  the  Fly.  I  fear  at  that  candid 
confession  a  grim  smile  will  flit  over  the  lace  ot 
many  a  member  of  the  Flyfisliers’  Club,  mine 
Editor  among  the  number. 

“  O  for  the  rarity 
Of  Anglers’  Charity ! 

Why  are  the  haughty  Fly-Fishers  always  so  hard 
upon  the  poor  Spinners,  as  if  they  were  mere 
Poachers?  That  remark  of  P.’s  to  one  who  had 
a  basketful  with  the  minnow,  whilst  P.  had  well- 
nigh  “  nodings  at  all ”  with  the  fly,  was  not  nice: 

“  You  might  have  caught  more  with  a  yet. 

“  From  all  uncharitableness  and  deadly  sin,  & c., 
were  they  not  saying  at  Appleby  that  Easter  Sun- 

3  _  f) 

On  Easter  Monday  I  breakfasted  with  a  party 
of  four  Amateur  Anglers  from  Bradford-nof-on- 
Avon,  who  were  about  to  return  to  Sboddyland  by 
a  midday  train.  One  of  them  after  partaking, 
fora  last  course,  of  a  bountiful  second  helping  of 
potted  trout,  and  pushing  his  plate  mournfully 
away — heaved  a  sigh,  like  Hamlets,  “so  piteous 
and  profound  ’’ — and  when  he  had  sufficiently  re¬ 
covered  from  the  potted  trout  and  a  letter  just 
received  from  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  read  out  to 
us  all  as  follows :  . 

“Remember,  my  dear!  I  shall  fully  expect  you  to  bring 
me  home  that  basket  of  trout  you  promised  me. 

Now  that  basket  of  her  spouse  was  a  bran-new, 
innocently-white,  wicker  pannier,  which,  if  it  had 
only  had  the  chance,  would  have  held  five-and- 
twenty  pounds  of  trout  with  ease.  Why  will  the 
least  of  anglers  always  affect  the  longest  of  fishing- 
rods  and  the  largest  of  fish-baskets  ?  To  receive 
from  a  young  salmon-angler  a  first  order  for  a 
thirty- foot  rod  is,  I  believe,  not  an  unknown 
occurrence  with  Messrs.  Farlow.  I  am  not  imply¬ 
ing  that  they  ever  executed  such  an  order  ;  though 
I  don’t  doubt  they  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
fashion  so  deadly  a  weapon  for  Sampson  or  San- 
dow.  Was  not  Goliath’s  spear  like  a  weavers 

beam?  ,  , 

*  “  By  the  pricking  of  my  thumbs 

Something  wicked  this  way  comes . 

After  breakfast,  as  I  was  busily  buckling  on  my 
armour,  hastily  buckling  up  my  brogues,  that 
naughty  man,  the  husband  of  the  broken  promise 
who  hadn’t  a  single  fish  to  take  home  to  his  awaiting 
wife_and  his  companions— with  creels  as  empty 
as  his— appeared  and  inquired  whether  they 
mioht  come  and  see  my  style  of  fashing.  Oh 
certainly,”  I  said.  But  the  day  being  bitter  cold 
and  drizzling,  and  I  being  mind-full  of  Good 
Friday,  I  warned  them  to  expect  nothing,  and  then 
they  would  not  bo  disappointed.  “  I  doubt,”  I 
added,  “if  we  shall  see  ‘  Einen  sterbenden  Schwanz 
(  One  dying  Tail’),  as  you  Germans  so  funnily 
phrase  it.”  The  spokesman  of  the  party,  to  whom 
i  had  more  particularly  addressed  myself,  a 
German,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  grinned,  and 
groaned,  “  Mein  Gott  /  ”  He  was  the  butt  of  the 
rest— in  angling  matters  at  all  events.  Him  they 
had  somehow  made  believe  that  the  raison  detre 
of  your  rod-spear  is  to  coup  de  grace  your  fish. 
*  his  rod  wanting  that  needful  appliance  for  % 


“  happy  dispatch,”  he  was  much  concerned  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  kill  bis  trout  (when 
caught)  secundum  artem. 

We  went — their  time  being  short — but  a  little 
way  out  of  the  town,  only  just  up  to  the  mill  and 
weir,  under  the  walls  of  Appleby  Castle,  a  seat  of 
Lord  Hothfield,  perched  on  the  height  above 

“Like  an  eagle’s  nest 
Upon  the  crest 

Of  purple  Appenine.” 

In  the  weir-pool  I  had  a  catch  at  first  cast.  A  liba¬ 
tion  (of  neat  “  Scotch”)  to  the  River-God  for  luck, 
another  all  round  for  warmth  and  bonhomie ;  then 
fishing  rapidly,  to  keep  up  the  circulation — for  I 
do  believe 


“  The  owl  through  all  his  feathers  was  a  cold, 

sitting  so  still,  that  day— I  drew  blank  all  dpwn 
that  short,  sweet  run— Mr.  Cummins,  of  Bisfcfap’s 
Auckland,®  knows  it— from  the  stepping-stones 
and  the  ford  below  them  almost  down  to  the 
hedge-terminus  by  the  boat-house.  “  They  aren’t 
jn  the  streams  a  bit  yet,”  I  said.  But  as  I  searched 
the  deepening  river,  wading  up  to  the  tops  of  my 
waders  in  the  icy-cold  snow-water,  again  I  drew 
blood.  And  now  I  learnt  that  on  my  first  catch  I 
had  had  a  staunch  backer  in  one  of  the  party ; 
but  not— as  you  might  very  reasonably  have  sup- 
iosed — the  Husband  of  the  Rash  Promise. 

Whether  he  ever  actually  betted  against  me  I 
don’t  know. 

My  backer  had  backed  me  for  “  drinks  round  ” 
to  catch  d  trout  in  ten  minutes.  Winning,  he  bad 
repeated  his  bet.  And  so  he  kept  on.  Aud  so  did 
I.  Six  consecutive  bets  we  won.  But  three  or 
our  of  the  latter  bets  had  to  be  made  on  five,  not 
ten,  minutes’  fishing.  For  the  supply,  on  the 
fast-falling  bet-market,  had  far  outgrown  the 
demand. 

“  Certaminis  gaudia  !  " 

0  “  the  Rapture  of  the  Strife  !  ”  the  Glory  of 
the  Applause  !  These— to  say  nothing  of  all  the 
“  drink-money  ”  I  was  winning  for  my  backer- 
made  me,  as  I  hooked,  and  played,  and  landed 
each  fish,  feel  almost  like  a  Gladiator  in  the  old 
Roman  Ampitheatre. 

“  ‘  Habet !  '  (‘  He  hath  it !  ’)  And  applauding  sounds 
In  Rome’s  arena  roll  their  t  Thunder-rounds 
Now— as  like  Lightning  the  fierce  blade  doth  flash—  n 
Draws  the  life-blood  and  leaves  the  flesh— one  gash  ! 

“  Mein  Gott !  ”  as  that  German  said,  I  only 
wanted  the  uplifted  rod-spear  (a  thing  I  never  do 
carry)  and  the  turned-down  thumbs  of  the  ap¬ 
plauding  spectators  to  enable  me  to  polish  off  my 
vanquished  troutlet,  with  my  heel  upon  his  neck, 
in  true  classic,  amphitheatric  style,  as  depicted  in 
that  well-known  painting  by  Gerome :  “  Pollice 
verto.”  | 

Would  not  our  German,  with  his  rod-spear  de¬ 
scending  for  such  a  crowning  final  operation  of 
fishing,  have  felt  himself  at  the  very  zenith  of 
Piscatorial  Fame  ? 

On  the  seventh  bet  I  duly  hooked,  but  soon  lost, 
my  fish.  Pressing  him  perhaps  a  trifle  too  hard, 

*  I  heard  at  Appleby  of  Mr.  C.’s  feats  with  the  up-stream 
worm  in  those  other  charming  runs  by  the  keeper’s  house, 
under  the  wood,  just  below  the  first  road-bridge  above  the 
weir  and  the  Castle.  When  is  Mr.  C.  going  to  publish  his 
angling  experiences  in  Norway  ?  He  may  put  me  down 
for  a  print  at  any  moderate  price.— A.  R.  I.  L.  L. 

t  “  As  to  printing  of  Poetry,  when  you  prepare  it  for  the 
Press  you  have  only  to  spell  it  right,  and  place  the  capital 
letters  properly  ;  as  to  the  punctuation,  the  Printers  do  that 

U  Lettcr'oCf3Robert  Burns  to  Mrs.  Dunlop,  dated  Nov.,  1700, 
the  original  of  which  is  exhibited  in  the  I  orster  Collection 

at  the  South  Kensington  Museum.  . 

I  particularly  hope  that  the  Printers  will  punctuate  this 

little  bit  of  Poetry  properly.  ,  ,1TT  ,  .  ,, 

As  regards  punctuation  in  general,  Hannah  More  tells 
us  that  Capability  Brown  illustrated  everything  he  said 
about  gardening  by  some  literary  or  grammatical  allusion ; 
and  he  compared  his  art  to  literary  composition.  Now 
there  ’  said  he,  pointing  with  his  finger,  ‘  I  make  a  comma, 
and  there,'  pointing  to  another  spot,  *  where  a  more  decided 
turn  is  proper,  I  make  a  colon :  at  another  part,  where  an 
interruption  is  desirable  to  break  the  view— a  dash— and 
now  a  full  slop.  And  then  I  begin  another  subject.  — 
A.  It.  I.  E.  L. 


+  “ Pollice  verto"— i.c.,  the  turned-down  thumbs  of  the 
spectators  in  the  amphitheatre  were  the  signal  to  the  vic¬ 
torious  gladiator  to  kill  his  vanquished  aud  fallen  foe. 
With  “  Thumbs  up  !  ”  he  was  spared 

"  To  tight  again  another  day. 

One  kind  of  gladiator  was  called  Rctiarius  or  Netsman. 
His  weapons  were  a  Casting-net,  to  cast  over  lus  anta¬ 
gonist,  and  a  Triple-fork  or  Trident,  with  a,  very  long 
handle,  so  as  to  keep  his  foe,  a  Swordsman,  at  bay,  parti¬ 
cularly  whilst  he  ^aihered  up  and  rcshouldercd  his  casting- 
net,  after  a  fruitless  cast.  When  he  had  netted  his  Fish  he 
Eel-speared  him  with  his  Trident.,  A  tight  between  a 
Swordsman  and  a  Netsman — in  which  the  Netsman  was 
victor— was  shown  at  the  Italian  Exhibition,  and  was  well 
worth  seeing,  especially  by  an  angler.  I  need  hardly  add 
that  as  an  honest  angler  (though  with  the  Minnow)  Ididn  t 
feel  at  all  like  a  '•Rctiarius''  on  the  occasion  now  in 
recital.— A.  R.  I.  E.  L, 


to  save  time  and  money — “time  is  money,  time 
was  money  there  and  then — tbe  much-used,  much- 
frayed  film  of  gossamer  gave  way.  “  All  ifi  lost 
except  Honour !  ”  I  said.  “  Never  mind  !  ”  said  my 
laughing  bacchanalian  backer ;  “  we  can  afford  to 
lose.”  For  were  we  not  five  bets — -twenty  drinks 

— to  the  good  ?  , 

We  took  “  a  cup  o’  kindness  ”  in  nips  0  round. 
That  and  all  other  rites  of  friendly  partings  duly 
paid,  my  four  friends  sailed  away,  homeward- 
bound. 

They  well  underweigh,  I  went  oil  to  make  a  call 
upon  Capt.  K.,  an  ardent  resident  angler,  and  a 
capital  minnow  spinner  in  the  old  style,  whose 
acquaintance  I  had  made  at  Appleby.  His  bouse, 
beneath  and  beside  (on  the  up-stream  side  of}  the 
Castle,  overlooked  the  mill,  and  weir,  and  stepping 
stones,  and  ford ;  but  not,  I  think,  the  winding 
stream  and  pool  below  them,  owing  to  the  inter¬ 
vening  Castle  hill.  “The  fish,”  I  said,  “areow.” 
And  I  told  him  of  my  take  and  all  the  rest  of  it. 

“  Where  did  you  catch  them  ?”  “  All  but  one  in 

the  pool  below  the  run  from  the  stepping-stones.” 

“  Good  heavens!  You've  been  fishing  Lord  Hothlield's 
private  water.  Say  nothing  to  a  single  soul!"  And 
then  he  showed  me,  under  glass  cases,  some  very 
large  Eden  trout  of  his  own  catching. 

Later  on  I  walked  a  good  way  up-stream  and 
fished  down.  But  either  the  feed  was  over,  or 
else  the  next  feeding  place  was  unfound.  I  caught 
but  three  more  fish. 

I  was  just  beginning  to  think  of  poor  old  J ob  f  — 

“The  man  of  Uz  and  Us  without  the  z, 

Anglers  who  nee  d  his  patience  ’  — 

when,  hearing  footsteps  behind  me,  I  turned,  and 
beheld  all  my  lately  departed  friends  advancing  to 
meet  me,  like  the  Lowlands  to  meet  Lochiel,  “  in 
battle  array.”  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes. 
It  almost  took  away  my  breath.  Had  they — it 
flashed  across  my  mind— had  they  really  all  met 
with  some  awful  railway  accident,  and  was  it  in¬ 
deed  their  wandering,  melancholy  (they  didn’t  look 
in  the  least  melancholy)  ghosts  that  now,  like 
Macbeth’s  air-drawn  dagger,  I  saw  before  me  ? 
But  then,  methought,  ghosts  don’t  roam  about  by 
daylight;  they  but  revisit  “the  glimpses  of  the 
moon.”  And  when  one  of  those  apparitions  spoke, 
the  spell  was  quite  dispelled.  Then  I  knew  that 
they  were  all  still  angling  phenomena  “  in  the 
flesh.” 

“  She  knew  it  by  the  falconer’s  words, 

And  by  the  look  of  the  falconer’s  eye. 

But  I  knew  it  by  the  jolly  tones  of  that  voice. 
True,  your  ghost  oan  and  does  speak  out  pretty 
plainly,  as  witness  the  hollow  voice  of  the  ghost 
of  Hamlet’s  father  : — 

“Swear!" 

But  then  your  true  gho3t-voice  always  has  a 
sepulchral  sound  about  it  so  unmistakable— so 
unearthly — so  under -earthly . 

“  The  other  was  a  softer  voice, 

As  soft  as  honey-dew.” 

’Twasthe  Voice  of  my  Backer ,  I  heard  him  ex¬ 
claim  “  Ah  1  here  we  are  again  1  And  how  are 

you  getting  on  ?  ”  . 

“  Why,  I  thought  you  fellows  were  all  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  all  Mrs. - basket  of  trout  eaten  up 

hours  ago.” 

The  murder  was  soon  out.  Impressed  by  my 
take,  and  inspired  by  their  own  (7  drinks 
round,  28  drinks  in  all),  they  had  abandoned  their 
midday  journey  ;  bought  artificial  minnows  ;  taken 
trap  up  to  higher  reaches  of  the  river ;  and  fished 
far  down  upon  me.  Net  result— angling-net  result 
— for  all  those  four  zealous  sons  of  Zebedee,  nil ! 

Here  was  another  practical  proof  of  the  truth  of 
that  sly  old  fox,  Tally-o-rand’s  worldly-wise 
saw:— 

“Above  all,  no  zeal ! 

I  bantered  tbem  a  bit.  But  then  I  added  the  latter 
three  fish  to  the  six  former  ones  lying— like 
Truth  at  the  bottom  of  the  well— at  the  bottom  of 


*  Our  dram-drinking  was  not  quite  so  deadly,  tliough,  as 
that  of  the  dame  the  subject  or  the  folio  w ing  f 
“Mr.  Chute,  a  friend  ot  Walpoles,  passing  by  the  door  or 
Mrs  Edwards,  who  died  of  drams,  saw  the  motto  which 
the  undertakers  had  placed  to  her  escutcheon.  Mors [jamia 
mtee  he  said  it  ought  to  have  been  Mois  aqua  vitie. 

A.  R.  I.  E.  L, 


er  as  nun  ,  hr  m 

great  riches.’  ‘  Yes,  madam,’  said  Walpole,  but  then  they 
pronounce  his  name  differently,  and  call  him  • 

A,  R.  I.  K.  L. 
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Husband’s  deep,  burly  basket.  So  the  wife  of  his 
bosom  would,  after  all,  come  not  so  very  badly  off  ; 
provided  only  that,  unlike  the  squinting  literary 
lady— 

“  Who  had  an  eye  at  once  to  all  the  nine  ” 

muses,  Mrs. - had  not  one  eye  on  the  little 

fishes,  and  the  other  on  the  big  fish-basket.0  On 
that  assumption  how  proud  she  must  have  been 
of  her  hubby’s  prowess  as  a  trout  angler,  and  on 
bis  first  essay  at  that  delightful  but  difficult  art ! 

“The  wiles  and  guiles  that  women  show  ” 
are  nothing  to  those  that  anglers  never  do  show : 
the  (ever  unseen)  silver  hook  of  the  Salesman, 
and  golden  hook  of  the  Friend-in-Need.  How  very 
early  in  life  that  “original  sin  ”  of  Anglers — that 
“  peclie  originaire,”  as  the  French  so  naively  express 
it — creeps  in  and  crops  out  has  notthatYoungHope- 
ful,  that  Juvenile  Honorary  Member  of  the  Fly- 
fishers’  Club — Master  Ted  himself — but  lately 
told  us  ? 

“  What  did  the  guv’nor  give  for  it  ?” 
that  big,  bright,  all-over-tho-shop,  autumn  fresh- 
run,  beautiful,  edible  Spey  salmon  of  his?  “  I  Id \e 
saa  gait  !  ”  That’s  not  “  an  unknown  price  ”  in  an 
unknown  tongue.  It’s  only  “Not  so  bad!”  in 
(good  or  bad)  Norwegian,  isn’t  it,  Mr.  Cummins  ? 

We  walked  back  all  together  to  our  hotel.  There 
was  “a  Call  to  the  Bar.”  There  were  drinks  again 
round.  And  then  there  was  another  and  a  still 

more  touching  parting.  Over  it  we’ll  draw  the  veil. 

#  «  * 

“  The  world  is  very  small ;  we  shall  meet  again 
soon,”  said  Major  Vieil  Moustache ,  on  leaving 
Slapton  Ley,  to  a  man  (not  me)  whom  he  did 
meet  again,  two  or  three  days  after,  at  Dart¬ 
mouth. 

Two  and  a  half  years  after  that  Easter— in 
September,  ’87 — I  fell  in  again  with  two  out  of  my 
four  Appleby  friends  at  that  cosy  little  angling- 
crib,  the  Red  Lion  pub.,  Burnsall-on-Wharfe.  The 
German  (like  “  Simon”)  was  “among  ’em.”f  One 
other  of  the  party,  my  bold  backer,  though  I  did 
not  see  him  there,  was  also  then,  I  heard,  an 
active  and  honoured  member  of  the  Burnsall,  Apple- 
treewick  and  Barden  Angling  Association.  But 
none  of  those  three  was  the  Husband  of  the  Rash 
Promise.  Has  he  fulfilled  his  promise,  has  he  filled 
that  big  basket  of  his  full  of  trout  for  his  wife, 
yet,  I  wonder  ?  And  if  his  little  game  and  mine 
ever  did,  or  should,  reach  her  ears,  did  she,  or 
could  she,  with  the  heavenly  sight  of  those  Eden 
trout  before  her  eyes,  or  the  memory  of  them  in 
her  mind,  ever  find  it  in  her  heart  of  hearts  not  to 
forgive  both  him,  her  hub.,  and  me  ?  But  stay ! 
did  or  do  I  need  her  forgiveness  ?  For 

“  Forgiveness  to  the  injured  doth  belong.” 

But  how  on  earth  could  she  ever  have  been  in¬ 
jured  by  that  Golden  Hook  ? 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Pisca¬ 
torial  Patents  spsclally  compiled  for  the  Fishing 
Gasttee  by  Messrs  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Patent  Agents  and  Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane, 
London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys  for  the 
procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  : — 

20,796. — James  Allison,  of  United  States,  for  “  An 
improved  fish  trap.” 


The  Phonetic  Journal  of  to  day’s  date  is  to  hand, 
and  we  note  with  pleasure  several  new  departures. 
There  will  be  in  future  issues  “  Biographies  and 
Portraits  of  Noted  Phonographers.”  The  type 
used  in  printing  this  journal  leaves  little  or  nothing 
to  be  desired.  It  also  contains  a  column  of  notes 
on  “  Typewriting.”  It  is  proposed  to  increase 
the  number  of  pages,  but  the  price  is  as  before, 
one  penny  weekly,  a  sum  which  will  be  well  spent 
if  invested  in  this  journal  by  any  student  of 
shorthand. 


Pale-y.  I  believe,  once  preached  before  Pitt  at  the  Can 
bridge  l  niversity  from  the  text  (I  hope  I  don’t  quote 
!.  A/Vu  rhere  is  a  lad  here  that  hath  two  loav, 

and  three  little  Ashes.  But  what  are  they  among  so  many  \ 

-”rs- - had  a  largish  family.— A.  R.  I.  E.  L 

t  bimon  Among  ’em”  is  a  traditional  celebrity  t 
Burnsall.  He  was  a  foundling,  found 

“  There  sitting  where  thou  durst  not  soar  ” 

OIh-  0  *  h*Kh  hill,  or  fell,  near  Burnsall,  since  callc 

bimon  s  beat.  He  was  brought  up,  not  as  a  pauper  b 
the  parish,  but  by  the  more  substantial  yeomen  of  Buri 
sail  jointly  or  among  em.”  Hence  he  acquired  the  su 
n/oV<j-of-  Among  em.  Descendants  of  his,  it  is  said,  ai 
™if2aVlng  ln  or  I?ear  Burnsall,  but  now  bearing  the  co: 
rupted,  or  mongrel,  surname  of  “Mongem.”  En  nassan 

ScUhooT  a^R  f  E  LnCC  a  tcacher  in  Burnsall  Gramma 


BRITISH  AND  NORWEGIAN 
SALMON  FISHERIES. 

From  a  Norwegian  Point  of  View. 

By  R.  P. 

“  In  the  first  place  I  would  draw  attention  to 
another  aspect  of  the  particular  characteristics 
of  river  courses,  referred  to  above.  It  must  be 
observed  that  a  gentle  incline  of  the  land  can  be 
considered  advantageous  for  salmon  rivers  only 
within  certain  limits.  Beyond  these  limits  a  slight 
gradient  becomes  a  drawback  instead  of  an  advan¬ 
tage.  In  some  respects  salmon  appear  to  be  more 
at  home  in  somewhat  swift-flowing  water,  than 
in  altogether  slow-flowing  water,  while  on  the 
other  hand  will  rivers  wherein  the  current  is 
everywhere  very  gentle  always — or  at  any  rate 
nearly  always — be  destitute  of  breeding  ground 
where  salmon  can  deposit  their  spawn  to  advan¬ 
tage. 

“  The  bottoms  of  such  rivers  are  covered  with 
soft  mud,  clay  or  sludge,  but  have  no  clean  gravelly 
beds  ;  and  this  last  only  forms  spawning  places 
suitable  for  salmon.  And  as  these  fish  for  the 
most  part  always  return  to  the  same  river  where 
they  are  hatched  out,  or  more  precisely  where  they 
have  spent  their  childhood,  and  from  whence  they 
have  wandered  out  to  sea,  so  will  those  rivers 
which  are  devoid  of  spawning-ground,  and  where 
consequently  salmon  cannot  be  hatched  out,  not 
be  frequented  by  salmon,  however  easily  acces¬ 
sible  they  may  be,  and  however  many  salmon, 
hatched  out  in  other  rivers,  there  may  be  in  the 
neighbouring  sea. 

“  Conspicuous  examples  of  this  present  them¬ 
selves  in  England  particularly.  All  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  the  North  Sea  between  the  Thames 
and  the  Humber  are  thus  quite  unsuitable  for  the 
production  of  salmon.  The  country  between  the 
basins  of  the  two  above-named  rivers  forms 
the  most  low-lying  and  flattest  part  of  England, 
and  the  streams  which  flow  through  it  are  there¬ 
fore  extremely  slow-flowing,  are  partly  overgrown 
with  all  manner  of  water-plants,  and  have  muddy 
beds,  which  even  in  the  river’s  upper  ramifications 
offer  few,  if  any,  suitable  spawning  places  for 
salmon.  While  therefore  these  watercourses  offer 
abundant  favourable  places  of  abode  for  fish  of 
the  carp  kind,  pike,  perch,  &c.,  they  are  not  fre¬ 
quented  by  salmon.  The  extent  of  water  which 
is  thus  lost  for  the  production  of  salmon  is  very 
considerable,  as  several  of  these  streams  are  of 
large  size. 

The  first  five  rivers  in  this  district — namely,  the 
Ouse,  Yare,  Nen,  Witham,  and  Welland — have 
basins  7,663,  3,055,  2,930,  2,718,  and  1,832  square 
kilometres  (say  2,947,  1,175,  1,125,  1,044,  and 
703  square  miles)  respectively  in  extent.  In 
comparison  it  may  be  stated  that  in  our  country 
there  are  only  five  watercourses  which  have  basins 
larger  in  extent  than  the  above,  and  that  even 
the  smallest  drains  a  basin  greater  than,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  the  Mandalselv,  which  is  one  of  our  most 
productive  salmon  rivers. 

“  What  is  here  stated  with  regard  to  the  unsuit¬ 
ableness  of  the  rivers  between  the  Thames  and 
the  Humber  has  certainly  no  direct  effect  in 
diminishing  the  efficiency  of  the  great  extents  of 
river  which  are  given  above  as  accessible  to 
salmon,  as  the  streams  in  these  low-lying  districts, 
on  account  of  their  surroundings,  have  not  been 
reckoned  among  those  previously  referred  to.  For 
the  same  reason  several  other  rivers  which  are 
similarly  placed  are  also  excluded. 

“  But  what  may  be  stated  regarding  altogether 
slow-flowing  rivers  in  general  is  also  applicable  to 
extensive  portions  of  those  streams  described  as 
accessible  and  productive.  In  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  cases  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ex¬ 
tensive  reaches  of  the  lower  portions  of  even  the 
salmon  rivers  are  too  slow-flowing  to  afford 
spawning  ground  for  salmon,  and  these  reaches 
are,  therefore,  of  no  value  for  reproduction. 

“  This  applies  more  especially  to  the  Irish 
rivers,  as  in  the  distances  stated  as  being  acces¬ 
sible  to  salmon  (at  any  rate,  in  the  majority  of 
cases),  there  are  included  portions  of  the  rivers — 
sometimes  not  inconsiderable — which  lie  below 
the  tidal  limit. 

“  So  also  there  are  included  in  the  figures  re¬ 
lating  to  that  country  several  tributaries,  which, 
in  consequence  of  too  gentle  a  descent,  are  of 
little  or  no  value  for  reproduction.  And  even  in 
the  main  rivers  or  tributaties,  whose  upper  parts 


contain  excellent  breeding  ground — in  many  cases 
as  well  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  and  though  in  a 
much  less  degree  in  Scotland  also — a  very  con¬ 
siderable — sometimes  even  the  greater — portion  of 
the  rivers  are  useless  for  reproduction,  owing  to 
the  too  slight  fall  in  their  course.  Especially  does 
this  apply  to  the  large  rivers  of  England  and 
Ireland,  which,  as  is  well  known,  are  generally 
navigable  for  a  very  long  distance  from  the  sea, 
and  which  for  the  whole  of  these  distances  of 
course  have  very  slow-flowing  and  deep  channels, 
which  could  hardly  in  any  case  be  of  use  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  reproduction. 

“  Thus  the  Trent  and  Severn  are  navigable  to 
about  250  kilometres  (155  miles)  from  the  sea  ;  the 
Shannon  for  343  kilometres  (213  miles)  ;  and  the 
Barrow  for  rather  over  100  kilometres  (62  miles). 

“  It  would  appear  from  the  above  that  if  one 
limits  oneself  to  the  extent  of  the  actually  pro¬ 
ductive  portions  of  rivers  accessible  to  salmon,  a 
very  considerable  reduction  will  have  to  be  made 
with  respect  to  the  distance— 18,450  kilometres 
(11,468  miles) — named  abovet 

“  Complete  materials  are,  however,  wanting  for 
a  precise  statement  regarding  the  extent  of  such 
reduction.  So  much  may,  however,  be  said,  that 
the  unproductive  portion  of  the  riters  accessible 
to  salmon  must  be  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the 
productive  one.  But  it  is  only  too  certain  that 
notwithstanding  this  considerable  reduction,  the 
total  length  of  the  productive  portion  of  the 
British  watercourses  is  undoubtedly  greater  than 
our  country’s.  For  in  regard  to  our  own  country 
also,  the  same  holds  good,  namely,  that  consider¬ 
able  portions  of  the  accessible  river  reaches  are 
unproductive,  although  the  difference  between  the 
productive  and  the  unproductive  portions  with  us 
may  be  said  to  be  less  unprofitable  than  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Notwithstanding  what  has 
been  stated  above  with  regard  to  the  too  great 
steepness  with  which  our  valleys  throughout  rise 
from  the  sea,  there  are  plenty  of  examples  to 
show  that  no  inconsiderable  portions  of  our  rivers, 
especially  in  their  lowermost  parts,  are  too  slow 
flowing,  and  their  beds  covered  with  clay,  mud,  or 
other  impurities  to  an  extent  far  too  great  to  afford 
spawning  ground  for  salmon.  Especially  does  this 
apply  to  a  great  portion  of  our  larger  rivers.  It 
is,  however,  of  still  greater  importance  that  such 
large  parts  of  the  accessible  river  reaches  are 
much  too  rapid.  For  the  river  reaches  where  the 
current  is  too  strong  and  violent  are  nearly  as  use¬ 
less  for  reproduction  as  the  too  slow  flowing 
portions,  as  the  force  of  the  stream  carries  off  all 
the  gravel  and  small  stones  among  which  the 
salmon  deposit  their  roe,  leaving  only  the  large 
stones  remaining.  And  this  drawback  is  un¬ 
fortunately  too  frequent  in  our  rivers,  especially 
in  the  smaller,  but  also  in  the  large  ones. 

What  has  been  said  hitherto  gives  an  account 
only  of  those  portions  of  the  rivers  accessible  to 
salmon,  and  as  far  as  possible  of  the  approximate 
difference  between  the  productive  and  unpro¬ 
ductive  portions  of  these  rivers.  On  the  other  hand, 
nothing  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  advantages 
or  drawbacks  existing  in  the  productive  portions 
of  the  rivers  in  any  of  the  countries  in  question. 
In  this  respect  also  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have 
got  advantages  over  our  country.  The  traveller 
who  journeys  along  the  rivers  in  the  not  altogether 
low-lying  districts  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  or  who  even  travels  through  these  dis¬ 
tricts  by  rail  or  carriage,  will,  if  he  have  an  eye  for 
such  things,  be  unable  to  help  noticing  that  the 
soil,  if  not  quite  on  the  surface  itself,  at  any  rate 
a  very  little  way  beneath  it,  consists  frequently  of 
gravel,  among  which  are  small  stones  from  the 
size  of  a  pea  up  to  that  of  a  clenched  hand.  Almost 
every  road  or  railway  cutting  in  many  of  these 
districts  shows  such  material  only.  It  follows, 
therefore,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  river 
beds  there  consist  principally  of  such  gravel,  the 
stuff  of  all  others  to  form  excellent  spawning 
places  for  salmon. 

“  Hour  after  hour  one  can  walk  or  drive  along 
the  river,  and  everywhere  the  bottom  consists  of 
the  same  capital  material.  Of  course  this  does 
not  apply  in  quite  every  place  in  that  country,  or 
even  in  the  districts  named,  but  to  judge  from  my 
personal  experiences,  the  conditions  are  upon  the 
whole  such  as  here  described,  on  the  higher  lying 
parts  of  the  great  majority  of  the  rivers  frequented 
by  salmon.  This  is  conspicuously  the  case  in  the 
most  northern  counties  of  England — Westmore¬ 
land, Cumberland, and  Northumberland — in  nearly 
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all  tbe  parts  of  Scotland  through  which  I  travelled, 
and  in  the  western  districts  of  Ireland. 

“  If  one  compares  herewith  the  conditions  on 
the  Norwegian  rivers,  one  finds  that  those  in  the 
northern  districts  of  the  couutry  can  hardly  com¬ 
pare  with  the  British  rivers  in  regard  to  the 
quantity  of  good  and  clean  gravel.  On  the  wes¬ 
tern  rivers  again  the  conditions  are  perceptibly 
more  unfavourable,  as  the  formations  which  sur¬ 
round  the  water-courses  are  either  devoid  of 
gravel,  or  the  violent  currents  carry  away  that 
material,  only  leaving  large  stones  on  the  bare 
mountain  bed. 

“  Still  more  badly  off  for  good  gravelly  bottoms 
are  the  rivers  on  tho  southern  and  eastern  coasts, 
where,  however,  the  deficiency  arises  less  from 
the  violence  of  the  currents  than  from  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  required  materials  in  the  surrounding 
formations. 

“  The  description  here  given  also  applies,  of 
course,  to  the  general  conditions,  and  not  neces¬ 
sarily  to  every  river  in  the  portions  of  the  country 
referred  to.  , 

“  It  is,  however,  sufficiently  accurate  to  show 
that  tho  salmon  rivers  in  extensive  portions  of  our 
country  show  less  favourable  conditions  for  the 
reproduction  of  salmon  than  do  the  British 
streams  in  the  matter  of  the  material  composing 
the  river  beds  also.  This  advantage  in  the  salmon 
rivers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  greatly  in¬ 
creased  by  many  means.  Anyone  who  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  propagation  of  salmon  knows 
that  these  fish,  as  far  as  circumstances  permit 
them,  discharge  their  spawn  in  shallower  places 
in  the  river,  to  which  the  fish  repair  during  the 
night,  while  during  the  day  they  generally  take  up 
their  abode  in  some  deep  hole  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Above  all  are  they  partial  to  spawning  near 
or  in  the  exit  of  such  a  pool,  which  with  gradually 
decreasing  depth  of  water,  little  by  little,  becomes 
a  stronger  flowing  stream,  where  the  salmon  find 
a  suitable  depth  of  water,  and  the  smooth  quiet 
current  which  is  considered  best  adapted  for  the 
attainment  of  the  object.  A  constant  recurrence 
of  such  pools  and  intermediate  streams  of  not  ex¬ 
cessive  rapidity  is  therefore  the  ideal  of  a  good 
spawning  river  for  salmon,  given,  of  course,  a 
bottom  which  consists  of  the  right  material. 

“  But  just  such  conditions  does  one  perpetually 
come  across  on  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish 
rivers  in  those  districts  to  which  I  have  referred 
above.  In  these  respects  our  rivers  are  nearly 
everywhere  inferior,  for  even  in  those  which  are 
well  supplied  with  gravel,  the  depth  of  the  water 
and  the  strength  of  the  current  are  more  even  for 
long  distances,  but  the  number  of  pools,  and 
therefore  also  of  good  spawning  places,  is  com¬ 
paratively  small.  As  a  consequence  of  this 
scarcity  of  serviceable  pools,  there  are  frequently 
very  long  reaches  in  the  rivers  where  salmon  find 
no  suitable  resting-place  during  the  day,  and 
these  reaches  therefore  can  be  but  little  regarded 
as  spawning  ground,  although  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  material  they  would  be  well  suited 
for  such. 

“  What  is  the  reason  for  these  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  British  and  the  Norwegian  salmon 
rivers  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  with  certainty. 
Perhaps  it  is  on  account  of  the  gentler  fall,  and 
the  consequently  slower  flowing  currents  in  the 
rivers  of  these  countries,  but  it  may  also  be  pos¬ 
sible  that  to  some  extent  it  arises  from  tho 
diversities  in  the  deeper  substrata,  or  in  the  flood 
conditions. 

“  Or  it  may  be  connected  with  a  state  of 
matters  peculiar  to  us,  namely,  the  drift  ice  in 
winter  and  spring,  of  which  more  later.  But 
whatever  the  reason  may  be,  the  fact  that  such  a 
difference,  as  stated  above,  exists  between  the 
British  and  the  Norwegian  salmon  rivers  is 
obvious  enough  to  anyone  who,  with  a  local  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  rivers  of  his  own  land,  takes  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  personally  making  himself  acquainted 
with  those  of  the  foreign  country.  And  this  dif¬ 
ference  unquestionably  throws  a  heavy  weight 
into  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  natural  productive¬ 
ness  of  the  salmon  rivers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  as  compared  with  our  own. 

“  A  circumstance  which  is  connected  with  the 
points  set  forth  above  acts  further  in  the  same 
direction.  The  short  distance  from  the  sea,  lor 
which  the  majority  of  our  salmon  rivers  are  ac¬ 
cessible,  the  rapid  current  in  these  rivers,  and  the 
paucity  above  referred  to — of  deep  pools  in  the 
rivers,  well  supplied  with  gravel — together  contri¬ 


bute  to  produce  a  special  evil  in  our  rivers,  which 
is  almost  unknown  in  those  of  Great  Britain. 
While  spawning,  a  pair  of  salmon  endeavour  to  the 
best  of  their  ability  to  bury  their  expressed  and 
impregnated  roe  in  gravel  on  the  spawning-bed 
itself,  which  is  evidently  done  for  tl}e  double  pur¬ 
pose  partly  to  conceal  the  roe  from  its  numerous 
enemies,  partly  to  prevent  its  being  carried  away 
by  the  stream  to  places  less  favourable  for  its 
hatching  out  than  the  one  chosen  by  its  parents. 
These  efforts  succeed  only  to  a  limited  extent. 
As  the  current  at  the  spawning-bed  is  always  fairly 
swift,  a  part— and  generally  a  very  large  part— of 
the  expressed  roe  during  and  immediately  after 
tbe  process  of  spawning  is  always  carried  away 
by  the  stream,  and  it  cannot  bo  a  matter  for  doubt 
that  the  river’s  power  of  reproduction  depends  to 
a  not  inconsiderable  extent  upon  whether  the  roe 
thus  carried  away  finds  a  suitable  place  for 
hatching-out  further  down.  It  is  evident,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  chances  of  this  are  diminished 
where  the  stream  is  violent,  the  distance  to  the 
sea  short,  and  the  intermediate  portions  of  the 
river  wanting  in  quiet  pools.  Frequently,  there¬ 
fore,  late  in  autumn  or  in  the  beginning  of  winter 
ono  sees  at  or  immediately  outside  of  the  mouth 
of  many  of  our  rapid-flowing  western  (and  cer¬ 
tainly  also  northern)  salmon  rivers,  large  or  small 
quantities  of  salmon  roe  collected  together,  which 
have  been  swept  away  from  the  spawning-beds  by 
the  autumn  or  winter  floods,  and  carried  out  to 
sea,  where  the  salt-water  kills  them  at  onc9.  One 
peculiarity  of  the  rivers  of  England  is  that  they 
are  almost  entirely  destitute  of  large  lakes,  and 
even  of  small  ones.  Only  in  the  north-western 
corner  of  England,  in  the  so-called  ‘  lake  district, 
including  a  portion  of  Cumberland  and  Westmore¬ 
land,  are  there  any  large  lakes,  few  only  of  which 
are  accessible  to  salmon.” 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  RIVER  DON. 

SALMON  PASS  ALTERATIONS. 

By  B. 

During  the  alterations  on  the  Muggiemossdyke 
on  the  river  Don,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  work  and  seeing  the  daily  varied  volume  of 
water  when  at  its  summer  size,  and  the  increased 
volume  in  autumn  fleod.  I  had  the  opportunity 
also  of  ascertaining  minutely  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  the  salmon  in  their  endeavours 
to  get  over  the  dyke  in  the  various  sizes  of  the 
water. 

Before  the  alterations  were  executed,  the  length 
of  the  slope  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  pool  was 
over  100ft.,  and  the  breadth  of  the  pitching  was 
from  70ft.  to  80ft.  The  length  of  the  salmon  pass 
was  about  100ft.,  and  in  width  from  4ft.  to  6ft., 
with  three  level  steps  in  the  length,  and  with 
rough  stones  projecting  from  the  concrete  straight 
sides,  the  bottom  being  level  across. 

The  crest  of  the  weir  falls  in  the  level  from  the 
ends  to  the  salmon  pass,  and  the  slope  from  the 
crest  to  the  low  level  was  pitched  with  stones 
and  patches  of  smooth-surfaced  concrete.  The 
difference  in  level  from  upper  to  lower  pool  is 
6ft.  6in.  Generally  it  was  impossible  that  salmon 
could  get  to  the  upper  pool,  either  by  the  pass  or 
the  slope,  for  if  they  attempted  the  pass  they 
were  literally  thrown  out  of  it  by  the  force  of  the 
broken  water,  and  if  they  took  the  slope,  when 
about  two-thirds  the  distance  from  the  lower  end, 
they  were  exhausted  and  rolled  back  to  tho  lower 
pool,  they  could  struggle  no  longer  in  the  broken 
shallow  water.  When  tho  river  was  in  flood,  or 
with  even  twelve  inches  of  water  on  the  top  of 
the  crest,  the  strong  fish  ran  freely. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  engineers  to  assist  the 
salmon  in  passing,  and  to  give  whole  water  in  the 
pass,  was  as  follows :  The  level  of  the  Sauch 
Pool  (lower  down)  was  extended  into  the  salmon 
pass  about  fifty  feet  by  cutting  away  the  bottom 
of  the  slope  from  the  sides  extending  inwards  to 
the  centre  of  pass,  giving  the  fish  only  50ft. 
of  a  run  instead  of  100ft.  The  pass  was 
made  a  uniform  run  from  one  level  to  the 
other,  and  V-shaped  in  the  bottom,  so  as  to 
enable  a  fish  to  run  in  solid  water,  even  when 
it  was  small  in  volume.  On  the  Grandholm 
side  the  smooth  concrete  was  cut  out  and  rough 
stone  pitching  substituted,  a  depression  being 
made  diagonally  from  the  bottom  of  the  pass  to 
the  side,  in  order  to  give  the  fish  whole  water 


within  a  shorter  distance  of  the  crest,  and  to 
help  to  conserve  their  strength  for  the  final  effort 
of  getting  over  the  crest.  Before  this  depression 
was  formed,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  how  it 
would  act  in  a  small  water,  a  log  of  wood,  9in. 
deep,  was  fixed  on  to  the  face  of  the  slope, 
commencing  at  the  top  of  the  pass  on  the  Grand¬ 
holm  side  and  pointing  diagonally  to  the  side  ; 
tho  effect  of  this  was  that,  as  the  water  came 
over  the  crest,  it  gathered  and  formed  solid 
water  along  the  log  to  the  bank,  and  along  the 
bank  to  the  Sauch  Pool,  and  the  facility  for 
ascent  was  immediately  seen,  for  every  fish  that 
followed  the  log  got  easily  over,  and  in  a  water 
with  only  four  inches  in  the  crest  they  passed 
over  in  great  numbers. 

The  formation  of  tho  whole  of  the  slope  on  the 
Muggiemoss  side  is  unfavourable  to  the  running  of 
fish,  the  slope  having  two  gradients,  two-thirds 
or  thereby  being  rather  flat,  and  the  part  of  the 
slope  near  to  the  crest  being  rather  steep  ;  only 
one  or  two  small  fish  get  over,  even  when  there 
is  one  foot  of  water  on  the  crest ;  they  are  all 
rolled  back  to  the  bottom  of  the  slope  from  the 
back  of  the  crest  of  the  weir.  With  the  same 
volume  of  water  the  fish  pass  freely  on  the 
Grandholm  side. 

The  success  of  the  fish  passing  on  the  Grand¬ 
holm  side  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
more  in  line  with  the  stream  of  the  river;  the 
sloje  is  of  a  more  uniform  gradient,  and  that 
the  re  is  along  the  edge  of  the  river’s  side  a  long 
strip  of  comparatively  quiet  side  water  fringing 
the  side  of  the  stream.  This  quiet  water  is 
formed  by  the  level  of  the  crest  having  been 
raised  as  it  approaches  the  sluice  of  the  Grand¬ 
holm  lade.  There  is  no  doubt  greater  facilities 
could  be  given  for  the  passing  over  of  the  fish  in 
small  water  by  depressing  parts  of  the  slope,  and 
by  raising  parts  of  the  crest,  and  the  work 
already  done  is  of  immense  benefit  and  a  great 
improveme  it,  insuring  tho  ascent  in  ordinary 
seasons.  But  the  most  effective  cure  of  all  that 
can  be  tried  is  perhaps  the  simplest  and  cheapest, 
namely,  to  form  the  upper  part  of  the  Sauch 
Pool  into  an  intermediate  pool,  about  3ft.  3in. 
above  the  Sauch  Pool,  and  3ft.  3in.  below  the 
crest  of  the  weir.  The  salmon  would  then  have 
no  difficulty  in  passing  from  the  one  pool  to  the 
other  while  there  was  water  in  the  river,  and  in 
any  case  fish  would  be  in  the  one  pool  or  the 
other,  and  be  far  safer  than  at  present  from  their 
natural  foe  the  poacher. 


ABOUT  SALMON  HATCHERIES. 

By  Mac. 

It  is  now  a  few  years  since  I  wrote  you  with 
regard  to  my  salmon  hatchery  on  the  Ditch,  by 
means  of  which,  as  I  clearly  demonstrated,  both 
myself  and  others  had  vastly  benefited.  My  object 
at  that  time  in  writing  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  was 
to  place  upon  record  the  result  of  my  experi¬ 
ments,  in  the  hope  that  at  least  some  parties 
deeply  interested  in  fish  culture  and  the  increase 
of  the  salmonidas  might,  on  learning  of  the  won¬ 
derful  success  which  had  attended  my  efforts,  be 
encouraged  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the 
improvement  or  restoration  of  their  fisheries. 
Since  I  wrote  the*  “  Ditch  ”  and  “  All  about  the 
Ditch  ”  no  fewer  than  five  salmon  hatcheries  have 
come  into  operation  in  Scotland.  It  may  or  may 
not  be  that  anything  written  by  me  has  led  to  the 
erection  of  these  or  any  one  of  these ;  I  take  no 
credit  in  the  matter.  But  as  several  other 
hatcheries  are  in  contemplation,  or  in  course  of 
construction,  and  as  there  is  also  a  strong  proba¬ 
bility  of  more  to  follow  within  a  short  time,  I 
reckon  it  nowise  out  of  place,  indeed  opportune, 
to  now  make  a  few  remarks  relative  to  hatcheries 
and  tho  sort  of  places  most  suitable  to  them, 
which  latter  I  hold  to  be  a  matter  of  primary 
importance  in  view  of  the  maximum  of  success 
being  secured. 

Dispensing  with  further  preliminary  matter,  I 
proceed  at  once  to  say  that  Where  is  it  best  to 
have  a  hatchery  ?  and  How  long  is  it  desirable  to 
take  care  of  the  young  fish  ?  are  the  two  ques¬ 
tions  which  I  propose  to  consider  in  the  first  place. 
As  to  where  it  is  best  to  have  a  hatchery  I  think 
there  cannot  be  two  opinions — it  ought  not  to  be 
outside  a  few  miles  of  the  sea.  Distance  and 
danger  cannot  be  dissociated.  The  greater  the 
distance  the  young  fish  have  to  travel  when  emi¬ 
grating,  the  greater  the  danger  they  are  exposed 
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to.  Bat  while  thero  is  danger  to  a  degree  corres¬ 
ponding  with  distance,  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  the  extent  of  the  danger  is  everywhere  uni¬ 
form  ;  indeed,  as  everyone  must  know,  it  varies 
greatly — is  very  much  greater  or  very  much  less 
ia  one  case  than  another. 

^  hile  I  have  ever  been  anxious  that  all  waters 
which  would  be  likely  to  afford  good  salmon  ang¬ 
ling  should  be  well  salmonised,  I  nevertheless 
have  never  seen  my  way  to  advocate  the  making 
passable  of  impassable  falls  very  far  inland  for 
the  purpose  of  salmonising  waters  which  are  still 
further  inland.  I  have  no  evidence  that  experi¬ 
ments  of  such  a  kind  liavo  proved  of  much  ser¬ 
vice.  It  stauds  to  reason  that  the  young  of  salmon 
which  spawn  in  tho  remote  tributaries  and  head 
streams  of  rivers  with  long  courses  take,  con¬ 
sidering  tho  long  distances  they  have  to  run,  such 
a  great  length  of  time  in  getting  to  the  sea  as 
gives  their  natural  enemies  ample  opportunity  to 
sadly  reduce  their  numbers.  In  their  silvery  livery 
they  are  greatly  more  attractive  than  parr,  and 
now  descending  consequently  out  of  hiding  they, 
unlike  the  parr,  freely  expose  themselves  to 
dangers  on  all  hands,  in  those  rivers  which  they 
descend  early  they  are  preyed  upon  by  the  linger¬ 
ing  silvery-coatcd  slingcr  kclt,  aud  as  commonly 
the  distance  to  run  is  great,  a  tremendous  thin¬ 
ning  of  their  numbers  must  be  the  consequence. 
By  the  netters  kelt  sea  trout  get  blamed  for  play¬ 
ing  sad  havoc  amongst  them,  but  to  this  I  abso¬ 
lutely  demur.  These  men  seek  to  upset  infinite 
nature  by  finite  means,  and  every  intelligent 
observer  must  know  with  what  fertility  of  resource 
they  trot  out  artful  blinds  to  make  it  appear  when 
a  fishery  is  falling  off  that  it  is  not  themselves  but 
nature  that  is  to  blame.  Sea  trout  in  most  cases 
clear  quickly  out  of  the  rivers  after  spawning — 
at  least  the  greater  hulk  of  them  do  ;  therefore  I 
say  to  the  netsmen  the  mere  statement  that  kelt 
sea  trout  devour  vast  numbers  of  smolts  is  not 
good  enough  for  me.  I  must  have  absolute  proof 
of  it ;  aud  though  it  is  but  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance,  I  ask  in  what  river  is  there  a  great 
strength  of  kelt  sea-trout  to  be  found  so  late  over 
in  the  season  as  the  time  when  in  good  numbers 
the  young  of  the  salmon,  turned  smolts,  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  find  their  way  to  the  sea?  At  this  time  of 
day,  and  when  things  have  come  to  such  a  pass, 
it  behoves  everyone  who  concerns  himself  in  the 
welfare  of  our  salmon  fisheries  to  sift  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  every  plea  and  every  pretext  put  forward  by 
the  netsmen,  and  not  as  heretofore  to  take  every¬ 
thing  for  granted. 

I  now  take  it  upon  me  to  say  that  the  spawning 
ground  being  ample  and  good,  and  the  danger  to 
the  fry  not  greater  than  elsewhere,  the  shorter 
the  distance  inland  that  the  fish  spawn  the  greater 
will  be  the  percentage  of  their  offspring  to  reach 
the  grilse  and  adult  stages.  Holding  this  to  be 
indisputable,  I  therefore  advocate  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  hatcheries  in  localities  whence  to  get  to 
the  salt  water  the  smolts  have  but  a  short 
journey.  .  ( To  be  continued. ) 


LOVE’S  RUBICON. 

I  knew  a  stream  for  flashing  trout, 

For  lights  and  shades  and  lyric  tones, 

And  lovers  loitering  about 
Its  stepping  stones. 

The  tuneful  waters  were  not  wide, 

The  stepping  stones  were  only  three  — 

A  meeting  place  from  either  side 
For  her  and  mo. 

Bit  one  she  would  not  ever  cross 
l  ntil  that  weird  November  day 

I  asked  ones  more  :  ’tvvas  gain  or  loss 
In  yea  or  nay. 

A  gravone3s  took  her  laughing  lip 
And  tender  made  her  doubtful  tones  ; 

She  was  afraid  lest  she  should  slip 
Upon  the  stones. 

Almost  I  thought  my  cause  was  lost, 

When,  lo,  her  caprice  all  foregone. 

She  laid  her  hand  in  mine  and  crossed 
Love’s  Rubicon ! 

hate  Carter ,  in  “  The  Magazine  of  Art.1’ 

.Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s)  — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Good  quality  only.-E**!  Lo.ndox  Rubber 
go  ,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 
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“  Cne  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


THE  WEASEL. 

Sir, — I  do  not  know  the  variety  of  the  common 
weasel  (Mu  stela  vulgar  is),  with  a  solid  tul'b  at  tho 
end  of  the  tail.  I  should  much  like  to  see  one, 
either  in  the  flesh  or  preserved.  Of  tho  genus 
mustela.the  two  commonest  species  are  the  weasel 
and  the  stoat,  or  ermine  weasel  (Mustela  erminea). 
The  latter  in  many  parts  of  England  is  called  a 
weasel,  and  has  a  black  bushy  tuft  to  its  tail,  at 
times  verjr  prominent. — Yours,  &c., 

Edward  Hamilton. 


ROD  TOP  RINGS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Sir,— In  your  issues  of  Nov.  8  and  Dec.  6,  in  tho 
very  useful  “  Notes  on  Sea  Fishing,”  “  M.  M.”  re¬ 
commends  rod  tops  with  a  pulley  arrangement 
over  which  the  line  travels  with  the  minimum  of 
friction.  We  think  it  only  fair  to  state  that  the 
inventor  of  these  is  the  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov, 
of  Kazan,  Russia,  from  whose  designs  we  manu¬ 
factured  them  in  June,  1883,  since  which  time  we 
have,  for  sea  fishing  especially,  sold  a  consider¬ 
able  quantity  of  rods  with  this  arrangement, 
which  have  given  great  satisfaction. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

Standard  Works,  Iledditch. 

[We  are  aware  that  Baron  Tcherkassov  had  a 
rod  top  ring  with  double  wheels,  made  by  Messrs. 
Allcock,  but  for  many  years  previously  Mr.  Jones, 
the  well  known  sea  fishing  tackle  maker  and  sea 
angler  of  Scarboro’,  sold  a  “pulley”  rod  top 
arrangement  which  we  have  used  for  pike  as  well 
as  sea  fishing. — Ed.] 


GIANT  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  “  F.,”  is  not 
quite  accurate  in  his  comparative  calculation  of 
the  weights  versus  lengths  of  the  two  large  pike. 

53  x  53  x  53  :  47  x  47  x  47  : :  2,809 : 2,209 
is  (within  a  fraction)  as  14  to  11  ;  but  fourteen- 
elevenths  of  351b.  gives  441b.  5oz.,  not  47lb. 

If  “F.”  was  dealing  with  known  quantities,  he 
would,  according  to  the  theory  of  equations,  no 
doubt  be  correct ;  but  pike  captured  in  distinct 
waters,  at  different  periods  of  the  year,  vary  con¬ 
siderably,  weight  for  length. 

The  large  Thames  pike  was  picked  up  (July  3) 
dead;  mine,  of  371b.,  I  caught  late  in  the  year 
(November).  Pike  are  then  in  the  height  of  con¬ 
dition. 

If  two  pike  of  equal  age  had  lived  in  a  river  or 
lake  under  similar  circumstances  of  commissariat, 
and  were  caught  at  the  same  time  of  year,  they 
would,  no  doubt,  both  be  alike  in  length  and 
weight ;  but  fish  differ  much  in  shape  and  build. 
The  pike  of  the  Kenuet,  Hampshire  Avon,  Dorset 
Stour,  and  some  other  rivers,  are  shorter  fish — 
weight  for  weight — than  those  of  the  Thames. 
Trout,  perch,  roach,  &c.,  vary  considerably  in 
form  and  appearance,  according  to  their  habitat, 
supply,  and  description  of  food. 

To  mention  one  instance — a  261b.  pike,  caught 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Mirston  (which  fish  I  gaffed),  was 
considerably  longer  in  the  jaws  and  head  than 
either  my  371b.  or  3Glb.  fish. 

No  doubt  the  “  giant  ”  Thames  pike,  when  at  its 
best  condition  in  winter ,  did  once  weigh  401b.  ;  but, 
as“F.”  surmises,  I  desired  to  keep  on  the  safe 
side,  never  liking  or  wishing  to  over-estimate 
weights  of  fish;  in  fact,  I  altered  the  printer’s 
“  proof  ”  from  401b.  to  35lb. 

The  “  law  of  similar  solids”  pertains  to  sub¬ 
stances  of  uniform  density ;  but  scarcely  applies 
to  fish  which  differ  so  much  as  pike. 

_  Alfred  Jardine. 


AUTUMN  SALMON. 

I  Sir, — George  Rooper’s  letter  to  you  last  week 
has  just  been  read  to  me,  with  a  request  to  put  in 
a  word  or  two  for  him.  Mr.  Rooper’s  observations 
include  an  interesting  point  for  which  I  have  been 
fighting  these  many  years,  unsuccessfully  as  yet ; 


still  I  invariably  avail  myself  of  any  chance  of 
making  further  effort. 

It  is  notorious  among  savants  that  the  later  tho 
district  the  less  chance  one  has  of  meeting  spring 
fish  in  it  at  the  back  end  of  the  season.  Take,  for 
example,  the  upper  part  of  the  Earn  at  Crieff, 
whose  season  begins  jn  September.  You  never  get 
a  real  “  springer  ”  there— at  least  I  don’t.  Well, 
that’s  that.  Travelling  in  a  north  westerly  direc¬ 
tion  you  come  to  the  Lochy,  whose  lovely  waters  I 
fished  hard  this  year  by  the  generous  invitation  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam.  There,  matters  are  upside 
down.  Early  in  the  year  you  find  fish  haunting 
tho  top  reach,  while  in  tho  bottom  ono  there  is 
little  or  no  fishing  till  July.  And  who  shall  sky 
that  those  late  fish  are  not  spring  salmon  ? 

But  let  that  pass.  I  am  quite  sure  that  any 
angler  of  sufficient  varied  experience  would  side 
with  Mr.  Rooper  in  that  “  a  good  autumn  fish  is 
delicious  eating  ’’ — that  is  to  say,  if  he  means  a  good 
fsh  running  in  autumn.  This  is  the  point. 

Your  correspondent  is,  doubtless,  fully  alive  to 
the  lact  that  not  only  is  the  month  of  October 
too  late  for  salmon  to  be  in  perfection,  but,  funny 
as  it  may  appear  to  the  unpractised  eye,  that  tho 
month  of  November  is  too  early. 

As  to  autumn  fish — using  the  phrase  in  its 
usual  acceptation — the  sight  of  that  wholesome 
bloom  which  they  bring  into  fresh  water  with 
them  depends  upon  our  varying  elements,  and 
other  considerations  too  numerous  for  me  here  to 
enter  into.  However,  the  want  of  water,  just  for 
one  example,  is  among  the  many  signal  causes. 

Every  year,  everywhere,  large  numbers  of  good 
autumn  fish  are  quite  spoilt  in  appearance  and 
quality  by  remaining  in  the  estuary  week  after 
week  for  some  reason  at  present  unknown  to  us. 
There  are  districts,  plenty  of  them,  where  all 
autumn  salmon  are  bad— bad  to  look  at,  bad  to 
catch,  and  bad  to  eat.  Nevertheless,  as  to  there 
not  being  plenty  of  rivers  in  which  some  autumn 
run  fish  of  delicious  flavour  are  taken  with  a  fly — 
well,  it  is  ridiculous  to  believe  otherwise.  Perhaps 
this  is  enough  from  me  on  the  “  too  late  ”  part  of 
the  controversy. 

As  regards  the  “too  early”  side  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  I  have  only  to  remind  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
all  seasonable  laws  on  a  few  rivers  are  extremely 
out  of  gear.  Take,  for  instance,  some  of  the  mag¬ 
nificent  fish  that  run  very  late — or,  should  I  not 
say,  very  early,  as  unmistakable  spring  salmon 
run,  as  you  know,  long  before  Christmas — and 
what  do  you  find  ?  You  find  them,  at  all  events, 
in  the  Tay,  and  more  still  in  the  Tweed,  where 
even  in  dull  November  hope  yet  runs  high  in 
many  hearts.  Some  worthy  persons  call  these 
autumn  fish.  I  don’t,  do  you  ?  Might  they  not 
as  well  say,  with  apologies  for  the  digression,  that 
German  carp  boiled  in  beer  are  beastly  ;  or,  that 
the  oysters  sold  in  millions  at  our  London  markets 
are  “  Whitstables  ”  and  not  “  Arcachons  ”  ? 

Geo.  M.  Kelson. 

8,  St.  James’s-square,  S.W. 


Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  several  letters  from 
friends  to  whom  I  sent  fish  last  September  and 
October  expressing  their  appreciation  of  the  gift, 
and  wonder  at  suggesting  ignorance  on  the  part 
of  those  who,  having  had  experience  only  of  the 
soft  discoloured  fish  of  early  rivers,  pronounce  an 
opinion  on  the  character  of  such  as  I  referred  to. 
I  will  not  trouble  you  with  extracts,  though 
some  of  my  correspondents  are  of  weight  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  but  as  my  views  were  by  some  of  your 
correspondents  misunderstood,  I  venture  to  send 
you  a  “declaration  of  the  faith  ”  which  is  in  me. 

(1)  Autumn  fish  are  not,  as  a  rule,  so  good  as 
spring  fish,  but  a  good  autumn  fish  is  a  very  good 
fish  indeed. 

(2)  After  a  certain  date,  varying  in  different 
rivers,  but  not  later  than  October  1,  no  gaff  should 
be  allowed,  no  minnow  or  spring  tackle  used  ; 
female  fish  should  be  returned  to  the  water. 

(3)  From  such  date,  and  up  to,  say,  March  1, 
only  fish  from  certain  specified  rivers  should  be 
sold,  under  a  heavy  penalty  to  the  seller  and  a 
double  one  the  buyer. 

(4)  The  return  to  the  water  of  kelts  should  bo 
left  absolutely  to  the  discretion  of  the  fisher. — 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Rooper. 

P.S. — In  stating  or  implying  that  roe  never  ran 
out  of  a  female  fish  I  was  in  error.  Instances  of 
the  occurrence  are  furnished  to  me  from  a  reliable 
source.  Still  it  must  be  of  rare  occurrence,  as  in 
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my  long  experience 


I  have  never  witnessed  it ; 
neither  has  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  is  well  known  to 
you  as  a  fisherman  of  long  experience,  and  an 
observant  naturalist.  He  writes  me  that  not  only 
has  he  never  seen  the  roe  “  run  out,”  but  that  he 
has  found  difficulty  in  squeezing  it  out  of  fish 
apparently  ready  to  go  on  the  redds.  Milt — one 
of  your  correspondents  calls  it  “milk” — I  have 
seen  issue  from  a  male  fish,  but  rarely. 


STEEL  CENTRE  CANE  BUILT  RODS.— A 
CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  permit  us  to  correct  an  error 
in  the  letter  of  your  correspondent  Baron  Paul 
Tcherkassov,  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  20,  and  which, 
as  he  only  quoted  from  memory,  is  quite  excus¬ 
able.  At  the  great  Fisheries  Exhibition,  London, 
1883,  we  were  the  only  firm  which  exhibited  steel 
centre  cane  built  rods,  and  they  were  among  the 
collection  with  which  we  wou  the  gold  medal. 

The  matter  contained  in  his  letter,  re  English 
rods  with  the  old  tapered  ferrules  and  dowels, 
must  only  be  taken  as  applying  either  to  very  old 
or  present  common  makes,  and  in  no  way  applies 
to  best  English  rods  of  the  present  day. — Faith¬ 
fully  yours,  Hardy  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick. 


GUDGEON. 

Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette  what  is  about  the  average  weight 
of  gudgeon  ?  Would  one  of  3oz.  be  considered  a 
good  fish  ?  I  have  never  seen  one  that  looked 
anything  like  this  weight,  but  I  am  told  they  are 
often  caught  in  the  Dee  up  to  qlb.  in  weight. — 
Yours  truly,  Scolopax. 

[A  3oz.  gudgeon  is  a  good  one.— Ed  ] 


CARP  FISHING. 


Dear  Sir, — As  being  a  carp 


“  CLUB-TAIL.” 

your  review  of  “The  Riverside 
the  term  “  club-tail  ”  is  applied  to 
I  have  hitherto  associated  it  with 
the  stoat,  perhaps  wrongly ;  and  if  so  shall  be 
glad  to  be  put  right. — Yours,  &c.,  Giant. 


Sir, — In 
Naturalist  ” 
the  weasel. 


QUERY  RE  BLACK  BASS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
December  1,  1883,  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  T. 
Hensman,  secretary  of  the  Nene  Angling  Club, 
with  reference  to  the  turning  in  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  black  bass  into  the  river  Nene.  The  fish 
were  part  of  a  lot  brought  over  from  America  by 
Mr.  Silk,  and  varied  from  4in.  to  Tin.  in  length. . 

I  believe  you  were  particularly  interested  in 
this  particular  consignment.  I  should  much  like 
to  know  if  anything  further  has  been  heard  or 
seen  of  the  bass  since  they  were  turned  into  the 
rivers  Nene  and  Welland.  Will  Mr.  Hensman 
kindly  reply,  as  I  am  sure  the  subject  is  of  much 
interest  to  many  of  your  readers  ? 

We  have,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  just  introduced 
a  few  of  these  game  fish  into  Oulton  Broad  and 
the  river  Waveney.  We  could,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
only  introduce  a  very  small  number;  but  they 
were  fish  weighing  nearly  1^ lb.  each,  and  they 
will  undoubtedly  spawn  next  season. — Yours,  &c., 

Lewis  T.  Johnson. 

Harley  House,  London-road,  Lowestoft. 


fisherman  for  a 
brief  period,  I  read  the  sketch  in  your  issue  of  20th 
ult.  of  Mr.  Kelly’s  grand  sport  with  considerable 
interest. 

One  point  rather  puzzles  me  in  your  report,  and 
that  is  where  the  twelve  and  thirteen-pounders 
are  spoken  of  as  taken  recently.  I  have  always 
closed  my  carp  season  in  September,  being  under 
the  impression  that  as  soon  as  the  cold  weather 
sets  in  carp  retire  to  the  mud,  and  fishing  for 
them  is  a  very  sorry  game. 

If  you  would  kindly  let  me  know  in  your  “  Notes 
and  Queries  ”  column  in  this  coming  week’s  issue 
if  carp  fishing  in  the  winter  months  is  usually 
pursued  and  the  best  bait  I  should  esteem  it  a 
great  favour.  I  killed  my  largest  carp,  for  the 
short  time  I  have  followed  it  up,  in  September 
last.  It  weighed  111b.,  and  was  killed  on  a  No.  12 
roach  hook  with  fine  fly  gut,  with  plain  bread 
paste  for  bait.  He  gave  me  some  rare  sport, 
taking  50yds.  or  60yds.  of  line  at  the  first  rush, 
and  I  only  got  him  after  thirty -five  minutes’  fight. 
Having  enjoyed  a  fair  sample  of  the  sport,  you 
will  readily  see  why  I  am  anxious  to  get  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  carp’s  habits,  and,  although  a 
perfect  stranger  to  you,  I  feel  sure,  as  an  old 
fisherman,  you  will  not  feel  it  a  trouble  to  grant 
my  request. — I  am,  yours  faithfully,  A.  J.  R. 

[Carp  feed  very  little,  if  at  all,  in  the  cold 
months  ;  in  warm  climates  they  feed  all  the  time. 
— Ed  ]  _ 


Waltomana 


One  of  the  notable  events  of  the  good  year  1891 
will,  I  expect,  be  the  formation  of  a  club  for  those 
who  love  to  angle  in  salt  water. 

By  an  order  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  the 
autumn  season  for  rod-fishing  for  salmon  on  the 
river  Tay  has  been  shortened  by  fifteen  days,  and 
will  henceforward  come  to  an  end  on  October  15. 
The  season  will  commence  on  January  15. 


I  recently  gave  some  account  of  the  fish  which 
had  been  put  into  the  Newsham  Park  Lake,  at 
Liverpool.  I  now  understand  that  the  corpora¬ 
tion  have  decided  to  close  the  lake  for  one  year, 
fearing  that  it  might  get  fished  out.  The  Park 
and  Gardens  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
spent  money  in  stocking  the  water,  paying  as 
much  as  one  shilling  for  each  fish.  After  this  vast 
aud  extravagant  outlay  the  committee  seem  to 
have  been  sorely  troubled  by  the  rumour  that  one 
angler  had  taken  as  many  as  ninety  fish  in  the 
So  the  water  is  closed  for  the  present. 


O 

season. 


THE  GEORGE 


TESTIMONIAL 


MANNING 
FUND. 

Dear  Sir, —I  have  much  pleasure  in  enclosing 
you  a  list  up  to  date,  showing  the  amount  collected 
on  behalf  of  the  above  fund  ;  and  my  committee 
will  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  kindly  insert  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  copy  of 
same.  Relying  on  your  proverbial  kindness  to  aid 
us  in  this,  I  beg  to  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

Geo.  Riches,  Hon.  Sec. 
11,  Bethnal  Green-road,  E. 

SUBSCRIBERS’  LIST. 

P.  Geen,  Esq. 

The  Fishing  Gazette 
The  Isaac  Walton  A.  S. 

The  Good  Intent  A.  S. 

The  Hoxton  Bros.  A.  S. 

The  Bostonian  A.  S.,  per  Mr.  Jennings 
The  Anglers’  Pride  A.  S.  ... 

The  Hand  in  Hand 
The  West  Ham  Bros. 

Mr.  C.  Hayward 
Mr.  Cook 

The  Prince  Arthur  A.  S. 

The  Eastern  Piscatorials  ... 

The  Grange  A.  S.  ... 

The  Bloomsbury  Bros.  A.  S. 

Mr.  T.  Goodwins  ... 

Mr.  G.  Riches 
The  Queen’s  A.  S.  ... 


and  cordially  wish  success  to  those  who  are  getting 
up  this  testimonial.  Few  men  have  done  better 
work  for  London  anglers. — Ed.] 


ANGLING  LITERATURE. 

Sir,— In  answer  to  “  A  Subscriber,”  I  advise 
him  to  become  a  member  of  the  “  Gresham.” 
There  is  a  really  good  library  of  angling  works  at 
the  disposal  of  the  subscribers,  who,  however,  do 
not  seem  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  privilege.  I 
fancy  we  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  what 
we  don’t  know  about  fishing  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  realms  of  the  alphabet.  But,  joking  apart, 
it  is  a  capital  library,  and  Mr.  Norman,  the  hon. 
curator,  would  no  doubt  be  pleased  to  show  him  a 
catalogue,  if  “  A  Subscriber  to  the  F.  G.”  would 
call  any  Tuesday  evening,  at  Mason’s  Hall  Tavern, 
E.C.  Mr.  Norman  has  an  unrivalled  private 
collection  of  angling  works,  ancient  and  modern, 
containing  notably  to  my  mind  an  original  edition 
of  Walton  and  Cotton  in  condition,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  colour  being  mellowed  by  age,  as  it  left 
the  hands  of  the  binder;  also,  others  older  and 
rarer  still  which  a  few  of  us  have  been  privileged 
to  examine.  The  volume  of  papers  by  notable 
exponents  of  the  art,  which  have  been  read  before 
the  society  at  different  times,  I  consider  is  worth 
the  first  year’s  subscription.  One  of  these  books 
used  to  be  presented  to  each  new  member,  but  I 
am  uncertain  whether  the  edition  has  not  already 
been  run  through. — Yours  truly,  J.  B. 


During  a  hard  frost  a  good  many  years  ago,  a 
pond  at  Mitcham  was  frozen  over  in  the  night.  A 
venerable  old  gentleman,  in  whose  boyhood  the 
incident  I  am  about  to  relate  happened,  assures 
me  that  after  he  had  broken  a  hole  in  the  ice 
numbers  of  eels  came  up  to  breathp,  and  that  he 
went  into  his  house,  fetched  a  pair  of  tongs,  and 
pulled  out  some  dozens  of  eels  with  them.  I  asked 
him  if  he  placed  the  fish  in  a  copper  kettle.  He 
replied  in  the  negative,  but  admitted  that  for 
some  years  he  had  been  in  possession  of  one  of 
those  useful  but  suggestive  articles ;  how  acquired 
he  would  not  say.  Everyone  knows  that  to  take 
hold  of  an  eel  with  a  pair  of  tongs  is  a  simple 
matter.  _ 

Mr.  J.  B.  Irving,  of  Mount  Annan,  has  recently 
issued  an  appeal  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
river  Annan  and  the  Solway.  The  document, 
which  i3  in  the  nature  of  a  report  on  all  matters 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  fisheries,  is  addressed 
to  the  riparian  owners  generally,  and  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Annan  Fishery  Board  in  particular. 
Mr.  Irving  deals  exhaustively  with  obstructions 
to  the  fish,  poachers,  foul-hooking,  fishery  laws 
and  the  like,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  stirring 
up  he  has  given  the  powers  that  be  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  much  good  to  the  fisheries. 
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many  years 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  Molloy  contributes  to  the  first 
number  in  the  new  year  of  Cassell’s  Saturday 
Journal  a  complete  sensational  story  called  “  The 
Robbery  of  llosa  Raywaithe.”  In  the  same 
number  a  new  modern  serial  story  called  “Sergeant 
Yon’s  Chase”  is  commenced,  illustrated  by  J. 
Finnemore.  “  What  is  Done  at  the  Foreign 
Office”  is  the  title  of  a  special  article,  with 
illustrations.  “  The  Strange  Doings  of  Dr.  Trax  ” 
form  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hall  Richardson’s  series 
of  articles  which  are  now  appearing  in  Cassell's 
Saturday  Journal. 

“  The  Haunted  Man,”  by  Charles  Dickens, 
published  on  the  7th  of  January,  forms  the  first 
volume  of  the  new  issue  of  “  Cassell’s  National 
Library.”  This  issue  will  consist  of  the  most 
popular  volumes  of  the  series,  with  additional 
books  which  have  not  hitherto  appeared  in  the 
Library. 


Mr.  D.  B.  Macgregor,  secretary  of  the  Trout 
Preservation  Association  and  West  of  Scotland 
Angling  Club,  has  been  interviewed  on  the  subject 
of  tape  worms  in  trout.  He  says  that  Lochs  Leven, 
Katrine  and  Ard  all  contain  fish  so  affected. 
After  death  these  trout,  instead  of  becoming  rigid, 
remain  soft,  their  flesh  shrinks  aud  skin  shrivels. 
Moreover,  the  tape  worm  leaves  the  dead  trout, 
passing  out  through  the  vent.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  fact,  and  the  statement  that  these  noisome 
animals  are  not  prevalent  after  a  hard  winter 
certainly  tends  to  help  us  long-suffering  mortals 
to  check  those  maledictions,  which  I  for  one  must 
confess  to  be  very  much  inclined  to  level  against 
the  clerk  of  the  weather. 


There  is  a  paragraph  going  the  rounds  to  the 
effect  that  trout  eggs  were  found  in  a  cask  of  wine 
sent  from  the  Moselle  district  to  a  person  in 
Brunswick.  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  is  so  common 
an  occurrence,  that  it  is  astonishing  any  editor 
could  be  found  to  insert  such  an  every-day  affair 
in  his  paper.  It  is  not  generally  known,  however, 
that  if  old  wine  casks  are  used  for  holding  ova 
during  the  period  of  incubation,  the  resulting 
trout  will  vary  both  as  to  the  colour  of  their  flesh 
and  size,  number,  aud  colour  of  their  spots,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  description  of  wine  for  which  the  casks 
have  been  used.  For  instance,  trout  which  have 
been  hatched  in  a  hock  cask  will  have  a  few 
small  spots  regularly  placed,  and  their  flesh  will 
be  almost  white.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  fish 
bred  in  a  burgundy  cask  will  be  red  fleshed,  and 
be  covered  with  a  number  of  large  and  brilliant 
spots.  The  ancient  inhabitants  of  Britain  were 
in  possession  of  this  secret,  and  the  great 
differences  so  often  found  in  trout  caught  in  the 
same  river  are  no  doubt  owing  to  their  progenitors 
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having  been  bred  in  the  peculiar  manner  described. 
The  shape  of  the  fish  depends  entirely  on  the 
vintage  of  the  wine  which  the  casks  may  have 
held,  eggs  which  are  hatched  out  in  casks  used  to 
hold  noted  vintages  producing  fish  remarkable  for 
their  beautiful  proportions.  Owing  to  this  fact, 
the  members  of  the  secret  society  (something  akin 
to  our  freemasons)  who  are  the  principal  breeders 
of  fish,  edible  snails  and  ferrets,  in  Silesia  and 
the  north-west  of  Poland,  give  high  prices  for  all 
the  casks  which  are  likely  to  produce  the  best 
fish.  It  was  during  a  long  voyage  in  a  caravan 
through  the  more  remote  parts  of  Europe  that  I 
learned  these  important  facts  from  a  member  of 
the  society  above  mentioned.  I  destroyed  a  mad 
ferret  which: threatened  his  life,  and  while  he  was 
under  the  influence  of  gratitude,  he  imparted ;  to 
me  these  and  other  secrets  of  his  society,  giving 
me  liberty  to  publish  them,  if  I  pleased,  on  my 
arrival  in  this  country. 


The  last  day  of  the  old  year  was  .  .  .  Those 
three  dots  represent  an  interval  of  lialf-an-hour, 
during  which  I  have  vainly  striven  to  fiud  words 
strong  enough,  long  enough, or  thick  enough  to 
describe  the  utterly  too  entire  awfulness  of  that 
day.  The  thermometer  stood  at  some  hundreds 
below  zero ;  there  was  a  north-easterly  blizzard 
which  chilled  one  to  the  bone,  and  literally  caused 
agonising  pain  in  any  portion  of  the  anatomy 
exposed  to  it.  It  was  a  venomous  wind.  Possibly 
in  some  favoured  parts  of  England  the  weather 
was  not  quite  so  deadly  as  it  was  in  the  place 
where  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be.  I  had  formed 
a  wild  scheme  to  give  Mr.  Jardine’s  new  duplex 
pike-float  a  trial,  but  need  hardly  say  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  put  off  until  better  times.  Well,  the 
old  year  has  gone.  So  much  the  better.  It  was 
a  year  of  disappointment  to  most  fishermen, 
though  I  personally  had  no  reason  to  complain. 
May  I  be  allowed  to  wish  my  brother  anglers  a 
happy,  prosperous  New  Year,  and  that  whether 
they  are  by  placid  south  country  stream,  by  the 
roaring  salmon  river  of  the  north,  on  lake  or  on 
sea,  they  may  enjoy  the  sport  which  they  so  richly 
merit  by  reason  of  their  skill  and  patience. 

Templar, 


BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  SOUTH  COAST 
OF  ANGLESEY. 

By  W.  H. 

f Continued  from  page  356.) 

The  bass  being  about,  you  immediately  affix 
another  bait,  soft  crab  or  mussels,  tieing  it  care¬ 
fully  with  a  slight  string  and  completely  hiding 
the  hook,  and  throw  it  as  gently  as  possible  near 
the  spot  of  the  first  cast.  If  you  do  not  experience 
a  run  in  ten  minutes’  time  move  with  the  ad¬ 
vancing  tide,  for  bass  generally  feed  at  the  first 
flush,  and  you  are  sure  to  fall  in  with  the  silvery 
squadron.  Another  glorious  rush  into  the  boiling 
surf — and  a  bass  can  rush  ;  you  feel  jubilant  in 
the  sensation,  when  suddenly  your  rod  flies  back, 
and  you  shout,  “  He's  gone  !  ”  That  is  a  tale  often 
told.  The  toughness  of  his  mouth,  the  bulk  of 
your  bait,  or  your  too  sudden  stroke  gave  him  his 
liberty.  Strike  not  on  a  bass.  As  your  float  goes 
stealthily  beneath  let  line  from  your  reel  until 
the  fish  makes  the  reel  revolve  himself,  and  teu 
to  one  he  will  be  obliging  enough  to  get  fast 
enough  in  your  hook.  Apropos  of  hooks,  let  not 
my  brother  angler  commit  the  mistake  which  I 
plead  guilty  to.  Fishing  with  Dr.  Hensman,  of 
London,  who  paid  some  annual  visits  here,  bass 
fishing  for  a  month  at  a  time,  I  recommded  some 
long,  thin,  wiry  hooks  as  being  easily  concealed 
by  the  bait.  Unfortunately,  the  doctor  caught  a 
bass  71b.  or  8lb.  immediately  on  one  of  these 
hooks,  and  in  an  hour’s  time,  when  night  came 
on,  we  had  a  dozen  splendid  runs,  but  no  more 
fish.  His  brother,  a  keen  lawyer  and  observer  of 
things  in  general,  examined  our  hooks  the  next 
day,  and  showed  practically  that  their  flexibility 
was  the  cause  of  the  whole  mishap.  How  stupid 
I  had  been  not  to  have  observed  so  apparent  a 
reason  !  My  wits  must  have  vanished  in  the  ex¬ 
citement.  The  only  consolation  I  could  give  the 
doctor  was,  that,  being  over  a  mile  from  homo  by 
ourselves,  and  having  a  shifting  sandy  beach  to 
cross,  carrying  a  dozen  bass  71b.  or  8lb.,  if  not 
more,  apiece  would  have  been  no  joke  !  Let  the 
hook  then  be  large,  long,  and  unbendable. 

(  ’To  be  continued. ) 


THE  INCREASE  IN  LONDON  ANG¬ 
LING  CLUBS. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

There  are  many  enthusiastic  metropolitan 
anglers  who  point  with  pride  to  the  rapid  increase 
iu  the  number  of  angling  societies  in  London  and 
its  suburbs.  Those  who  are  “in  the  know”  are 
aware  that  the  increase  in  question  is  not  one 
upon  which  they  may  with  unalloyed  pleasure 
congratulate  themselves  ;  in  fact,  many  will  assert 
— and  I  am  one  of  them— that  there  are  far  too 
many  clubs  in  London;  and  that  instead  of  the 
number  being  increased  it  should  be  reduced. 

In  this  connection  I  would  first  remark  that  in 
a  growing  district  if  there  is  not  a  club,  by  all 
means  form  one.  If  a  certain  class  of  men — jour¬ 
nalists,  printers,  postmen,  railway  employes’  &c., 
—can  see  their  way  clear  to  form  a  club  among 
the  followers  of  their  own  particular  industry  or 
profession,  do  so.  But  I  do  not  see  the  sense  of  a 
few  discontented  ones  seceding  from  what  has  so 
far  been  a  successful  club,  and  through  a  mis¬ 
understanding  that  in  most  cases  could  be  amicably 
arranged,  start  one  of  their  own.  Granted  that 
in  several  cases  the  clubs  thus  formed  become 
popular,  and  are  for  a  time  well  attended,  their 
turn  is  bound  to  come  ;  and  if  the  members  had 
only  put  the  same  amount  of  energy  and  hard 
work  into  the  original  club  that  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  in  the  new,  the  result  would  have  been, 
to  my  way  of  thinking,  far  more  satisfactory. 

In  truth,  often  enough  the  starting  of  a  new 
club  simply  means  that  several  members  of  an 
old  club  have  thought  proper  to  form  one  “  all  to 
themselves.”  There  is  no  real  need  for  a  new  one, 
and  it  does  not  represent  an  increase  of  a  single 
solitary  angler ;  so  many  members  transferred 
from  the  Royal  Roach  Angling  Club  to  the  Crafty 
Carp  Angling  Club,  that  is  all. 

Then  there  is  another  cause  of  the  formation  of 
new  clubs.  A  number  of  members  in  a  society 
have  an  idea  that  specimen  fish  prizes  should  pre¬ 
dominate  and  not  gross  weight  prizes  ;  preserva¬ 
tion  societies  should  be  supported  and  angling 
advanced  for  the  sake  of  the  sport  itself.  Well, 
these  gentlemen  are  quite  right  in  what  they 
think;  but  nevertheless  there  is  no  earthly  reason 
why  they  should  leave  the  old  club  and  start  a 
new  upon  the  lines  they  think  ought  to  be 
followed,  however  excellent  and  praiseworthy 
those  lines  may  be.  Far  better  for  them  to  stay 
in  the  old  club,  and  by  their  example,  and  by  con¬ 
tinually  ventilating  the  matter  at  the  meetings, 
induce  the  whole  of  the  members  to  adopt  their 
views,  or  at  any  rate  a  substantial  proportion  of 

them.  Of  course,  if  after  a  fair  trial,  a  long  pull 
and  a  strong  pull,  their  object  cannot  be  gained, 

then,  and  not  till  then,  they  have  a  perfect  right  to 
form  a  new  club  conducted  upon  lines  that  are  in 
accordance  with  their  views — that  is  if  such  a 
club  has  not  already  been  formed  in  their  district ; 
if  one  has,  it  would  be  advisable  for  them  to  join 
the  club  already  in  existence. 

The  most  unsatisfactory  part  of  the  matter  is, 
Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry  has  only  to  call  a  few 
of  his  immediate  friends  to  a  friendly  meeting 
at  their  favourite  “  pub,”  appoint  himself  secret 
tary,  and  at  once  proceed  to  form  a  club. 
The  few,  over  a  convivial  glass  and  pipe,  arrange 
the  necessary  details  and  draw  up  a  book  of  rules, 
which  is  duly  put  into  the  printer’s  hands.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Anglers’Association  or  Central 
Association,  the  new  secretary  presents  himself, 
and  announcing  the  advent  of  the  new  club  re¬ 
quests  that  it  may  become  enrolled.  This,  after 
a  purely  formal  and  almost  empty  inquiry,  is 
done,  and  the  new  club  (propably  consisting  of 
less  than  twelve  members)  at  once  takes  its  place 
among  the  London  angling  societies.  What  a 
farce  !  Why,  in  two  cases  out  of  three  an  angling 
club  is  already  in  existence  and  holds  its  meetings 
within  a  stone’s  throw  of  where  the  new  “  society  ” 
proposes  to  locate  itself  1 

I  should  like  to  see — and  I  am  not  alone 
in  the  wish — the  Anglers’  Association  and  the 
Central  Association  far  more  particular  in 
the  inquiry  they  make  into  the  real  necessity 
for  the  existence  of  a  new  club  applying  to  be 
enrolled.  I  firmly  believe  that  in  most  cases, 
where  a  misunderstanding  is  the  cause  of  the  start¬ 
ing  of  a  new  club,  if  the  grievance  were  aired 
before  a  select  and  disinterested  committee  of 
four  or  five,  it  would  vanish  like  snow  before  rain. 

I  don’t  wish  to  say  too  much  upon  this  subject 


just  now.  If  my  remarks  only  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  two  Associations  I  shall  be  satisfied. 
I  am  sure  a  lot  of  stupid  ill-feeling  could  bo 
smoothed  away,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  clubs 
already  in  existence  would  be  enhanced  by  a  more 
careful  inquiry  being  made  before  a  new  society 
is  enrolled,  and  the  list  of  London  angling  club3 
unhealthily  increased. 


SEA  FISHING. 

By  M.  M. 

1.— INTRODUCTION. 

Sea  Fishing  is  a  sport  which  this  country  can 
offer  on  its  extensive  coast  line  to  a  large  degree, 
both  as  regards  quantity  as  well  as  quality.  I 
purpose  in  this  and  the  following  papers  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  based  principally  upon  practical 
knowledge,  having  reference  to  the  pursuit  of  the 
capturing  of  sea  fish  as  a  sport. 

.  Popularity.— This  class  of  sport  is  to  those  to  whom  it 
is  known  extremely  popular,  and  day  by  day  increases, 
very  deservedly  I  think,  in  public  estimation.  ‘The  reason 
for  such  popularity  is  not  difficult  to  find,  for  it  has  a  distinc¬ 
tiveness  of  its  own.  It  is  the  sport,  so  to  speak,  of  the  poor 
man.  Salmon  fishing,  with  all  its  glorious  attendant  in- 
cidents  by  flood  and  field,  is  a  branch  of  sport  I  might  say 
entirely  confined  to  the  wealthier  classes ;  while  trout  fish¬ 
ing  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  exclusive.  There  is  barely  a 
yard  of  trout  water— aye,  and  for  the  matter  of  that  of  any 
fishable  water — within  reach  of  any  large  town,  but  is  at 
once  monopolised,  either  by  its  owner,  or  by  someone  who 
can  afford  to  pay  a  good  price  for  the  right  to  fish  it.  And 
can  anyone  wonder  {  Would  not  any  of  us  who  had  a  good 
piece  of  fishing  water,  whether  salmon,  trout,  or  coarse 
fish,  like  to  guard  our  monopoly  ? 

Free  Fishing.— In  the  case  of  sea  fishing  this  state  of 
affairs  takes  an  altogether  different  aspect,  because  the 
very  poorest  among  the  community  can,  if  he  wishes  to 
fish,  do  so  to  his  heart’s  content.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that 
he  is  certain  to  obtain  sport  sufficient  to  compensate  him 
for  his  trouble  or  outlay.  This  is  a  question  which  must 
always  be  merged  in  a  certain  state  of  obscurity,  but  upon 
which  light  will  be  let  in  before  the  end  of  the  fishing  day. 

No  Close  Time. — There  is  no  restriction  of  season  in  tbi*s 
class  of  fishing,  for  there  is  no  close  time  ;  if  the  fish  are 
there,  one  is  at  liberty  to  catch  them  ;  and  it  is  pretty  well 
an  invariable  rulo  that  they  are  fit  to  be  caught  if  they  are 
available  for  catching. 

The  “  Old  Hand.”— In  all  the  estuaries,  as  well  as  on  the 
open  coasts,  this  sport  may  be  enjoyed,  but  the  times,  tides 
and  special  spots  require  a  certain  amount  of  local  know¬ 
ledge,  for  which  the  intending  angler,  if  a  stranger,  must 
be  indebted  to  the  “  old  hand.” 

Local  Information.— This  “  old  hand  ”  will  be  quite 
ready  to  give  the  necessary  information.  It  will  be  merely 
a  case  of  barter.  The  suppliant  must  give  “  beer  or  bacca,” 
he will  give  the  “tip.”  In  small  places  even  there  never 
fails  this  “ancient  mariner,”  who  for  such  a  consideration 
as  I  have  shadowed  out  is  always  ready  to  impart  his  “fish 
lore. 

The  difficulties  of  fishing  are  generally  acknowledged, 
and  the  art  is  not  learned  in  a  day  ;  but  if  the  weather  is  at 
all  genial  and  warm,  there  will  be  fish  on  the  move  in 
quantities,  which  will  ofttimes  astonish  a  stranger.  If  he 
cannot  catch  them  he  may  comfort  himself  with  the  reflec¬ 
tion  that  there  are  others  who  can  ;  but  if  he  have  the 
patience,  the  intelligent  powers  of  observation,  and  the 
sporting  instincts  that  all  true  fishermen  should  possess,  he 
will  probably  have  more  satisfactory  consolation  in  the 
contents  of  his  own  basket  before  his  visit  comes  to 
an  end. 

Healthfulness.— It  is  extraordinary  how  many  men 
suffer  nowadays,  both  in  mind  and  body,  from  a  multitude 
of  ailments  resulting  simply  from  weak  nerves  consequent 
upon  overwork,  worry,  and  kindred  debilitating  causes. 
Doctors  have  tried  for  years  past  to  find  some  drug  which 
will  cure  the  distressing  symptoms  of  nervous  exhaustion; 
but  the  best  they  have  been  able  to  do  so  far  is  to  afford 
some  temporary  relief. 

.  Some  medical  men,  however,  finding  that  physic  is  prac¬ 
tically  useless  for  nervous  sufferers,  have  discovered  that 
a  change  of  air  and  occupation  is  by  far  better  than  any  of 
their  nostrums.  Ozone  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nerve  tonics.  No  agent  so  quickly  restores  the 
depressed  condition  of  the  system  resulting  from  illness. 
In  all  states  of  nervous  depression,  which  are  unfortu¬ 
nately  so  common  nowadays  from  mental  strain  or  over¬ 
taxed  bodily  exertions,  ozone  proves  itself  to  be  a  most 
powerful  and  invigorating  tonic  ;  and  in  what  more  plea¬ 
sant  manner  can  ozone  be  taken  into  the  system  than  when 
fishing.  With  the  majority,  change  of  air  means  a  visit  to 
the  sea  ;  but  after  the  first  day  or  two  of  lolling  about  on 
the  sands,  or  strolling  on  the  parade  or  esplanade,  the 
malade  is  bored,  and  wishes  himself  back  at  his  office.  To 
such  I  would  heartily  recommend  a  course— always  sup¬ 
posing  the  weather  to  be  favourable — of  sea  fishing,  and  to 
them  hand-lining  would  be  the  simplestandleast  fatiguing. 
See  the  speedy  way  in  which  such  a  man  will  regain  his 
appetite.  The  ocean  air  laden  with  ozone  will  come  un¬ 
tainted  to  his  nostrils,  and  supply  his  lungs  with  such  air 
as  no  one  can  inhale  ashore ;  while  there  is  a  welcome 
clement  of  repose  about  the  very  sport,  a  withdrawal  from 
shore-life  with  all  its  troubles  and  anxieties,  and  an  inex¬ 
pressible  feeling  of  rest, 

I  cannot  conclude  these  introductory  remarks  with  any 
better  wish  than  that  all  who  make  a  trial  of  sea  fishing 
may  meet  with  sport  such  as  I  have  often  had  myself,  and 
interest  and  pleasure  enough  to  justify  repeated  visits 
time  after  time  and  year  after  year. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  FISHES. 

The  fish  which  aro  caught  in  the  British  seas  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes 

(1)  Bottom  Fish  ;  or  fish  which  live  at  or  near  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  sea,  and 

(2)  Surface  Fish  ;  or  fish  which  swim  at  or  near  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

The  former  class  comprises  fa)  flat  fish,  such 
as  turbot,  halibut,  brill,  soles,  plaice,  flounders,  &c. ; 
(b)  round  tish — so  called  in  contradistinction  to  flat 
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fish— such  as  cod,  ling,  mackerel,  bass,  herring.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  of  this  latter  division,  from  a  commer¬ 
cial  point  of  view,  are  the  cod  (gctvicliv),  the  mackerel 
( scombcridce )  and  the  herring  ( elupeidee )  tribes. 


The  various 

METHODS  OF  CAPTURING  FISH 
may  bo  enumerated  under  six  heads  as  follows  :— 

(1)  Hand-line  fishing  for  deep-sea  fish. 

(2)  Long  or  fixed-line  fishing. 

(3)  ltod-fishing. 

(I)  Net-fishing. 

(5)  Spearing  (for  flat  fish,  &c.). 

((>)  Trap-fishing  (for  crabs,  lobsters,  &c.). 

Hand-line  fishing  may  be  subdivided  into  two  sections— 
viz.  (a)  deep-sea  fishing  for  bottom-feeding  fish ;  and  (0) 
surface-fishing  for  such  fish  as  swim  near  the  surface.  As 
a  rule  the  former  (a)  is  carried  out  from  a  boat  at  anchor, 
or  from  a  pier,  quay  or  rocks;  while  the  latter  is  prosecuted 
from  a  boat  in  motion,  except  in  a  few  instances  where 
drift-lines  (to  be  presently  described)  are  used. 

Long-lining,  or  the  use  of  fixed  lines,  includes  all  those 
which  after  being  baited  are  laid  down  and  left  to  them¬ 
selves  for  a  certain  length  of  time.  Such  lines  arc  known 
by  various  names,  such  as  boulters,  bolters,  or  baiters, 
spillers,  spillets,  trots,  &c.  It  may  be  as  well  to  distinguish 
as  boulters  such  long-lines  as  are  used  by  the  professional 
fisherman,  in  many  instances  miles  from  land  ;  while 
under  the  head  of  spillers  or  trots  may  be  included  such 
lines  as  will  come  within  the  province  of  the  amateur 
fishermen. 

Rod  Fishing  will  be  principally  in  vogue  with  the 
amateur.  It  can  be  carried  out  either  from  a  boat  or  from 
the  shore,  some  convenient  pier,  quay,  or  rocky  headland  ; 
and  will  include  fishing  with  a  float,  paternoster,  trace, 
and  ledger  line  ;  the  use  of  natural  and  artificial  spinning 
baits  and  the  artificial  fly. 

Net  Fishing  may  be  sub-divided  into  two  divisions— viz. 
(a),  those  nets  which  are  used  as  draught  nets,  e.g.,  the 
trawl  and  seine  ;  (b)  those  which  are  moored  or  fixed— viz., 
the  trammel  and  drift  nets. 

;  Speaking  includes  the  use  of  spears,  harpoons,  and  kin¬ 
dred  articles,  and  is  somewhat  limited,  being  chiefly  de¬ 
voted— so  far  as  the  amateur  is  concerned— to  eel  spearing 
and  fluke  or  Hounding  “  picking.” 

Trap  Fishing  covers  the  process  of  taking  Ash  in 
mechanical  traps— e.g.,  such  contrivances  as  crab,  lobster, 
prawn,  whelk,  and  eel  pots. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  look  upon  fly  fishing  as  the 
Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  art.  The  main  thing  in  fishing  is 
to  catch  fish,  and  so  long  as  it  is  fairly  done,  the  bottom 
fisher  has  as  much  right  to  be  considered  a  good  sportsman 
as  his  brother  the  fly-fisher.  The  main  thing  in  fishing  is  to 
catch  fish  ;  and  there  is  as  much  skill,  in  its  way,  in  fine 
sea  fishing  as  there  is  in  fly  fishing  for  trout  or  grayling 
with  a  wet  or  a  dry  fly.  There  is  a  great  charm  in  angling, 
not  the  least  being  that  it  is  big  with  hope.  When  an 
angler  goes  out  in  the  morning  he  never  knows  what  he 
may  bring  home ;  it  is  the  expectation  to  which  I  allude 
<  that  to  my  mind  constitutes  the  chief  charm  in  fishing. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SAM’S  MOONLIGHT  CATCH. 

“  Swing  the  boat,  father ;  I  have  struck  a 
.  whale  1  ”  Sam  exclaimed. 

We  were  on  a  lark,  Sam  and  I,  at  a  group  of 
lakes  in  Northern  Minnesota.  These  lakes  are 
about  sixty  miles  north  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad.  They  are  land-locked  and  five  in  num¬ 
ber.  Big  Sandy,  Little  Sandy,  Elbow  Lake,  and 
two  whose  names  have  escaped  my  memory.  All 
Northern  Minnesota  has  been  burned  and  scorched 
by  a  drought  that  has  lasted  for  six  years.  The 
level  of  the  water  in  the  land-locked  lakes  has 
been  reduced  about  five  feet  during  this  dry  period. 
Bodies  of  water  that  were  once  arms  or  bays  of 
the  main  lakes  are  now  separated  from  them  by 
low  gravel  banks  that  are  from  ten  to  two  hundred 
feet  wide.  At  present  there  are  many  small  lakes 
adjacent  to  the  parent  waters  through  the  clear 
waters  of  which  large  muskallong  dart,  propelled 
by  rapid  strokes  of  broad  tails.  The  region  is  a 
happy  one  for  sportsmen. 

As  I  have  written,  the  boy  and  I  were  on  an  outing ;  wo 
were,  and  are  always,  on  outings.  We  had  secured  lodging 
and  board  at  a  farmhouse  that  stands  on  the  shore  of 
Elbow  Lake.  The  understanding  between  my  comrade 
and  me  was  that  he  should  row  the  light  boat  for  an  hour 
in  the  early  morning  while  I  fished ;  then  I  was  to  row 
until  he  was  tired  of  fishing  or  till  he  caught  the  precise 
fish  we  wanted  to  eat  for  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  he  was 
to  row  the  boat  across  the  lake  and  up  to  the  burned  timber 
point  that  juts  into  the  second  rice  swamp,  I  to  fish  the 
while.  From  the  point  we  shot  the  evening  flight  of  wild 
fowl.  The  flight  over,  the  sun  down,  and  darkness  gather¬ 
ing  in  the  pine  forest  and  slowly  creeping  out  of  the  trees 
and  over  the  wild  rice  swamp,  I  was  to  row  home,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  five  miles,  and  Sam,  over-coat  clad,  was  to  steer 
the  boat  with  broad  paddle  and  talk  to  shorten  the  way 
and  to  lighten  the  toil. 

One  sunny  afternoon  in  October  the  flight  of  birds  had 
been  remarkably  heavy  and  the  shooting  had  been  excel¬ 
lent.  The  dead  fowl  had  been  gathered  and  thrown  into 
the  stern  of  the  boat,  the  guns  had  been  packed  and  tossed 
on  the  ducks.  Sam  stepped  into  the  boat  to  transfer  the 
load  to  the  bow. 

"Nevermind  the  birds,  Sam,”  I  said;  “get  in  forward 
and  I  will  row  home  without  your  aid.” 

It  was  dark  when  I  pushed  the  boat  from  land  and 
heavily  clambered  in.  We  moved  slowly  through  the 
swamp,  now  discussing  the  strange  actions  of  a  wounded 
mallard,  then  laughing  as  we  recalled  the  fright  of  a  blue 
crane  that  had  loudly  and  harshly  protested  against  pro¬ 
viding  meat  for  a  hunter’s  feast,  and  at  intervals  we  talked 
of  a  dinner  of  broiled  muskallonge  and  wood  ducks  that 
we  had  cooked  on  the  shore  of  Elbow  Lake  at  noon.  Occa¬ 
sionally  the  cool  air  would  quiver  with  the  brisk  stroke 
of  scores  of  wings  nervously  beating,  as  a  flock  of  belated 
ducK=  flew  Then  near  by  mallards  would  rise  from 
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tho  swamp  and  loudly  quack,  saying  plainly,  “  Oh,  ducks, 
these  wretches  arc  stilll  here.  Look  out,  look  out .  ana 
they  would  disappear  into  the  darkness,  quacking  an  alarm 
long  after  they  were  lost  to  vision,  and  instantly  tho 
swamp  would  be  in  an  uproar,  as  thousands  of  ducks  rose 
to  circle  over  us  preparatory  to  settling  for  the  night. 

Slowly  we  passed  through  the  wild  rice  swamp  intently 
listening  to  the  voices  of  night  birds  and  the  cries  of 
water  fowl.  Talking  in  whispers  and  rowing  noiselessly, 
we  rounded  the  second  point,  standing  on  which  were  a 
dear  and  a  fawn,  who  ran  into  the  forest  as  we  approached 
them.  Just  beyond  the  second  point  there  is  a  large  bay 
from  which  a  narrow  neck  leads  into  Elbow  Lake.  There 
was  not  a  ripple  on  the  water.  The  pure  frosty  air  was  as 
exhilarating  as  champagne.  Thousands  of  northern  stars 
shone  brightly  in  a  cloudless  sky.  ...... 

“  There  comes  the  moon,  and  it  is  full,  Sam  said  briskly 
as  we  pulled  into  Elbow  Lake.  I  turned,  and  looking  over 
my  left  shoulder,  as  wise  people  ever  do  when  moon¬ 
gazing,  saw  the  moon  slowly  rising  above  the  dark  pine 
trees  that  encircled  Elbow  Lake.  I  ceased  to  row,  and  the 
boy  and  I  silently  watched  the  ever-changing  scene, 
watched  the  lights  grow  lighter  and  the  shades  grow 
darker  and  more  pronounced.  Presently  a  broad  trail  of 
silver  light  extended  from  the  edge  of  the  black  shadows 
cast  by  pine  trees  to  the  beat.  A  great  Northern  loon 
broke  the  silence  by  laughing  loudly,  and  then  we  mocked 
him,  and  did  it  so  unreallv  that  he  laughed  us  to  scorn  and 
silence  and  drove  me  to  the  oars.  ... 

I  heard  the  click,  click,  click  of  a  reel  slowly  revolving. 

“  You  are  not  getting  ready  to  fish  at  this  time  of  night,  are 
you  Sam?”  I  asked  rather  anxiously,  as  I  looked  over  my 
shoulder  at  him.  Seeing  that  he  was  preparing  to  fish,  I 
remonstrated,  feebly,  I  fear,  “  It  is  most  outrageous.  It  is 
not  so  nominated  in  the  bond.”  „  ,  , 

"See  here,  father,”  the  boy  said  briskly,  you  fished 
from  the  landing  to  the  edge  of  the  rice  swamp  this  after¬ 
noon.  You  caught  four  fish  and  you  replaced  them  in  the 
lake  '  You  said  that  you  would  catch  the  precise  fish  we 
needed  in  the  little  pond  in  the  swamp.  But  the  mus¬ 
kallonge  you  caught  in  that  water  bore  so  startling  re¬ 
semblance  to  a  flamwhanger,  you  said,  that  you  grasped 
hint  by  the  tail  and  disdainfully  cast  him  far  out  into  the 
rice  swamp,  and  now  we  have  no  fish  for  breakfast.  A 
breakfast  without  muskallonge  is  but  a  sham.  S 
cast  ?”  he  inquired. 

I  pretended  not  to  hear  the  question. 

“What  kind  of  a  fish  is  a  flamwhanger,  father? 
asked,  and  there  was  merry  menace  in  his  voice. 

“  Shall  I  cast?”  he  repeated.  . 

“  Cast !  ”  I  replied,  being  anxious  to  avoid  searching  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  habits  of  that  most  noble  game  fish,  the 
muskallonge.  Merrily  the  reel  sang.  In  an  instant  a  tiny 
spray  of  liquid  silver  marked  the  spot  where  the  tarpon 
spoon  had  struck  the  water.  I  grasped  the  oars  and  rowed 
slowly  for  a  few  rods,  then  the  reel  sang  loudly  and  there 
was  sweet  music  in  the  air. 

“  Swing  the  boat,  father  ;  I  have  struck  a  whale !  the 
boy  exclaimed,  excitedly.  • 

I  swung  the  boat  broadside  to  the  fish,  and  then  turned 
in  my  seat  to  look  at  the  boy.  Sam  was  standing  upright 
in  the  bow  of  the  boat  with  bending,  writhing  rod  in  hand, 
and  gazing  through  blazing  eyes  at  a  tiny  ripple  that  cut  to 
and  fro  across  the  moon  trail,  now  disappearing  into  the 
black  water,  then  cutting  back  to  disappear  on  the  other 
side  of  the  trail.  Presently  the  fish  broke  water  in  the 
centre  of  the  moon  trail,  and  rose  for  full  3ft.  above  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  lake,  shaking  his  head  violently  the  while,  and 
scattering  silvery  drops  in  a  shower  from  his  glistening 
sides  I  saw  the  tip  of  the  pole  fly  up  strongly,  and  the  fish 
turned  in  the  air.  I  judged  it  to  be  the  largest  fish  we  had 
caught,  if  we  should  catch  it,  and  we  had  landed  a  mus¬ 
kallonge  that  weighed  211b. 

“ Did  you  see  him,  father  ?  exclaimed  the  boy.  lake 
the  rod  till  I  get  out  of  my  overcoat,  so  that  1  can  handle 
myself.  I  do  not  want  this  fish  to  escape.”  As  he  spoke  he 
thrust  the  rod  into  my  extended  hand.  How  it  did  throb 
and  beat!  I  had  just  finished  feeling  of  the  fish  when  a 
lean,  brown  hand  clasped  mine,  and  the  boy  said  eagerly, 
“Let  me  kill  him.  Please  got  into  the  stern  and  use  the 
paddle.  Keep  the  boat  broadside  on,  and  I  will  show  you 

1  ^Rather  reluctantly  I  surrendered  the  vibrating  rod,  and 
clambered  into  the  stern  to  watch  the  fight.  The  boy, 
stripped  to  his  shirt  and  hatless,  stood  upright  in  the  bow 
of  the  boat  with  his  right  arm  extended  and  his  hand 
strongly  clasped  around  the  rod,  and  his  brown  thumb 
pressed  heavily  against  the  reel.  He  was  intently  watch¬ 
ing  the  large,  powerful  fish  repeatedly  break  water,  and 
as  he  broke  he  skilfully  gave  him  the  full  spring  of  the 
bamboo  tip.  Without  removing  his  gaze  from  therippling 
water  that  the  moon  caused  to  glow  and  sparkle  as  though 
it  were  lighted  by  countless  electric  lights,  Sam  talked.  He 

Sa,“Vhave  y0Ur  rod,  father.  How  many  feet  of  line  are 
there  on  the  reel  ?  ” 

“Six  hundred,”  I  replied,  “but  it  is  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  hold  that  fish.  Don't  try  to  snub  him,”  1 
cautioned.  .... 

“  I  do  not  intend  to,  he  replied  in  an  excited  whisper. 
“Iam  going  to  drown  him  with  the  weight  of  the  line. 
I  will  let  him  have  500ft.  if  he  wants  to  run  that  much  off 
under  drag  and  thumb,  and  then  I  will  woar  him  out.” 

“  Watch  him  closely.  Reel  rapidly  if  he  comes  toward 
tho  boat,  and  swing  clear  if  ho  goes  under.”  I  advised 
rather  excitedly.  That  sage  advice  was  received  in  a 
mirthful  spirit.  The  boy  laughed,  and  the  great  northern 
loon  laughed  as  though  to  inquire  in  the  most  insulting 
manner,  “  Can  ducks  swim  ?” 

The  line  ran  out  rapidly  under  drag  and  thumb.  Tho 
fish  fought  desperately.  When  hooked,  Elbow  Lake  musk¬ 
allonge  rise  as  high  as  they  possibly  can  above  the  water, 
and  shake  their  heads  violently  to  dislodge  the  hook.  That 
trick  cost  us  several  muskallonge  before  we  learned  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  meet  it  by  giving  the  fish  the  full  spring  of  the 
rod  the  instant  tho  rippling  water  indicated  that  it  was 
about  to  break.  Apparently  tired  of  the  distant  struggle, 
the  exasperated  fish  swam  directly  for  the  boat.  Rapidly 
the  reel  revolved.  The  strain  was  taken  from  salmon  rod 
and  it  straightened. 

“  I  have  lost  him  !  ”  Sam  exclaimed,  sorrowfully. 

“Not  at  all,”  I  said  encouragingly.  “Reel  in.  He  is 
going  to  the  other  side  of  the  boat  and  into  unlighted 
water.  Reel  in,  and  swing  clear !  ”  I  exclaimed,  as  I  saw 
the  line  rapidly  approach.  I  thrust  the  paddle  deep  into 
the  water  and  drew  it  forward  strongly.  The  fish  passed 
directly  in  front  of  the  boat.  The  reel  again  sang  sweetly, 
and  the  rod  bent  almost  double  with  the  strain. 

“ That  dash  will  tire  him,  Sam,”  I  said. 

“  I  think  so,  too,”  he  replied. 

■We  were  mistaken.  In  a  moment  I  saw  the  rod  fly  up- 
war  I,  and  the  brown  hands  were  again  working  nervously 


at  the  reel.  The  rod  swung  over  me  as  I  forced  the  boat 
forward.  Again  the  fish  swam  past ;  this  time  1  saw  him, 
and  my  heart  beat  strongly.  Tho  muskallonge  swam 
directly  with  the  moon  trail,  causing  the  water  to  ripple 
and  boil  whitelv  where  it  was  cut  by  the  line  or  disturbed 
bv  strokes  of  his  powerful  tail.  Again  the  real  sang,  but 
the  music  was  slower,  as  though  the  end  was  approaching. 

“  He  is  weakening,  father,”  Sam  said,  "  and  1  believe  that 
lie  is  mine.”  The  fish  broke  water,  but  it  was  a  weak  jump. 
His  head  shaking  was  no  longer  vigorous.  He  swam  to  and 
fro  under  the  strain  of  the  pole,  but  ever  swam  slower  ana 
slower.  Evidently  he  was  almost  exhausted. 

"  I  am  going  to  fetch  him  alongside,"  Sam  said. 

“Go  ahead,  but  loosen  the  drag  and  watch  lor  the  last 
kick,"  1  cautioned,  as  l  thrust  the  paddle  into  the  water 
and  leaned  over  it  preparatory  to  swinging  the  boat. 

Slowly  the  reel  revolved,  and  the  bent  tip  was  indicative 
of  the  great  size  of  the  fish.  Nearer  and  nearer  the 
muskallonge  came,  causing  the  water  to  ripple  and  swirl 
as  he  reluctantly  approached.  Keeping  him  well  ahead  ot 
the  boat,  the  bow  of  which  1  had  swung  into  the  broad 
ribbon  of  moonlight,  the  boy  reeled  the  fish  to  within  ten 
feet  of  tho  boat.  .  . 

"  Do  you  see  him,  father?”  he  said  inquiringly. 

“  1  do,  my  son.  Look  out!  "  I  cried,  as  I  saw  the  fish  turn 
from  his  sale  upon  his  belly.  The  caution  was  unnecessary. 
The  brown  hand  had  clasped  the  rod  firmly  before  the  fish 
had  turned.  Again  the  reel  sang  merrily.  Quickly  one 
hundred  feet  of  line  rail  out;  then  the  end  came.  Rapidly 
the  handle  of  the  reel  revolved,  and  the  exhausted,  open- 
mouthed  fish  was  brought  alongside  of  the  boat. 

“Take  the  rod  and  hold  him  steady,  please,  Sam  said, 
as  he  thrust  the  butt  of  the  rod  into  my  hands.  Quickly  ho 
rolled  up  his  shirt  sleeves,  then  lie  leaned  over  the  boat, 
saving,  "Balance  me,”  and  grabbed  at  the  fish,  catching  it 
firmly  in  the  gills.  He  dragged  it  into  the  boat,  drew  his 
knife,  and  stabbed  it  through  the  spine.  The  cries  of  joy 
voiced  by  tho  victorious  boy  filled  the  air.  He  executed  a 
savage,  triumphal  dance,  which  caused  the  boat  to  rock 
dangerously.  The  northern  loon  joined  in  the  merry¬ 
making,  and  laughed  quite  joyously,  I  thought. 

“  It  is  as  large  as  the  one  that  broke  your  trolling  line  in 
Headman’s  Bay  the  other  day,”  Sam  exclaimed,  and  then 
he  added  in  anxious  enquiry,  “Don’t  you  think  so?  lhc 
master  muscallonge  of  that  bay  of  uncanny  name  had  been 
our  standard  of  measurement  for  several  days.  I  had 
hooked  that  large  and  game  fish  firmly,  and  had  deservedly 
lost  him  in  trying  to  teach  him  to  come  t0  me  when  1 
called,  as  one  teaches  a  setter  dog  to  come.  I  had  had  that 
fish  alongside  the  boat,  and  we  had  admired  him  greatly, 
and  we  had  had  great  fun  with  him.  I  had,  with  pretence 
to  earnestness,  announced  my  intention  to  tame  and  train 
him,  and  to  make  him  catch  all  the  fish  in  Big  Sondy  Lake 
for  me.  So  when  he  broke  water  and  my  trolling  line  at 
the  same  instant,  1  shammed  a  grief  that  quickly  became 
real  when  1  realised  that  the  fish  had  swum  off  with  a  new 
tarpon  spoon  firmly  set  in  his  mouth— a  new  golden  tarpon 
spoon,  mind  you,  to  obtain  which  I  had  parted  with  several 
broad  pieces  of  silver.  The  fish  that  Sam  had((landed 
closely  approached  him  in  size,  so  I  replied,  Yes,  1 
believe  he  is  as  large.  Now  put  on  your  coat  and  sit  still. 
I  am  for  home  and  supper.”  , 

Bending  over  the  oars,  the  light  boat  moved  rapidly 
through  the  calm  water,  and  we  were  soon  at  the  landing, 
There  we  weighed  the  muskallonge— 261b,  the  scales  indi¬ 
cated.  It  was  the  largest  fish  we  caught  in  the  course  of 
our  outing. — ITrank  Wilkeson  in  the  New  i  ovk  Times, 


MIDLAND  ANGLING  NEWS. 

By  C.  W. 

No  doubt  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
are  aware  that  a  change  in  the  management  of 
the  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company 
will  shortly  take  place  in  the  New,  Year,  and  that 
Mr.  G.  Findlay,  the  general  manager,  will  join  the 
board  of  directors,  and  another  manager  appointed 
in  his  place.  This  alteration  in  the  management 
will  be  noticed  by  angling  associations  with  much 
interest  throughout  the  country  where  their 
system  extends.  It  may  be  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  many  of  my  readers  that  it  is  near  upon  seven 
years  ago  that  the  concession  granted  to  members 
of  angling  associations  to  travel  to  their  fishing  grounds 
was  withdrawn  by  this  company  for  some  cause  that  was 
not  made  known,  and  nearly  everything  that  it  has  been 
possible  to  do  to  try  and  regain  this  lost  privilege  has  been 
done.  Associations  have  sent  deputations  to  wait  upon 
Mr.  G.  Findlay,  to  try  and  induce  him  toregrantthe  privilege, 
but  all  was  useless  and  in  vain,  and  now  that  a  change  is 
about  to  be  made  in  the  management  through  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Findlay,  the  associations  that  require  the 
privilege  will  again  bestir  themselves,  and  collect  their 
forces  for  a  renewal  of  the  baltli,  and  once  more  try  and 
convince  whoever  is  appointed  tnat  it  will  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  company  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  other  com¬ 
panies,  and  give  the  members  of  the  chief  associations 
another  trial.  If  the  company  can  only  see  their  way  clear 
to  re-grant  the  privilege,  I  don’t  think  that  they  would  re¬ 
gret  it.  The  Birmingham  Association  and  the  other  asso¬ 
ciations  connected  with  the  Provincial  Association  have 
very  few  fishing  stations  on  this  railway ;  but  what  few 
there  are  are  of  exceptional  value,  and  far  above  the 
average.  The  Birmingham  representatives  of  angling 
interests  will  be  once  more  on  the  war-path,  and  will  again 
try  conclusions  with  whoever  may  be  appointed  to  the 
office  of  general  manager  to  the  company  in  question  for  a 
return  of  the  privilege  which  has  been,  from  a  financial 
point  of  view,  a  great  source  of  income  to  the  Great 
Western,  Midland,  and  other  railway  companies. 

An  old  familiar  face  will  be  missed  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  Avon  at  Stratford  in  the  person  of  an  old  professional 
angler  named  Pardoe.  For  upwards  of  forty  years  he  has 
fished  the  Avon,  and  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
most  successful  fisherman  on  tho  river,  and  was  known  to 
almost  every  member  of  the  gentle  craft  in  the  Midlands. 
His  services  were  in  constant  request  by  some  of  the  better 
class  of  anglers  visiting  Stratford,  and  thoso  gentlemen 
who  enlisted  his  services  never  returned  without  a  catch  of 
some  sort.  Let  the  weather  bo  over  so  bad  or  the  water  out  of 
condition,  he  never  failed  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Pardoe  was  a  one-armed  man,  and  used  to  attract  a  deal  of 
attention  by  his  mode  of  fishing  and  making  up  his  tackle. 
He  was  an  adept  at  hook-tying ;  he  held  the  hook  between 
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his  teeth,  and  could  tie  them  on  faster  than  the  majority  of 
anglers  could  tio  them  with  the  use  of  both  hands.  He  was 
also  extraordinarily  clever  in  baiting  his  hook.  He  died 
suddenly  last  Tuesday  evening,  December  30,  and  will  be 
missed  by  a  largo  circle  of  friends. 


The  New  Year,  which  I  hope  will  be  a  prosperous  one,  is 
with  us.  Angling  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  all  we 
could  desire;  but  I  hope  the  New 'Year  will  bo  more 
favourable.  Anyway,  I  hope  the  followers  of  the  gentle 
craft  will  be  moro  successful,  and  to  them  I  wish  a 
Happy  and  Prosperous  N e  \\*  Year. 


Eeprts  front  Clubs 


TVe  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  January  5th,  1891,  at  8.30.— R.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  9, 
1891,  at  8.30.— R.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List.— Eastern  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  2.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  at  the  St.  John's  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Skinner’s  Arms,  Coburg-street,  Clerkenwell.  Notice  with 
the  date  will  be  sent  round  the  district.  I  hope  this  will 
bo  a  bumper,  as  it  is  to  give  a  new  host  a  house  warming. 
— F.  TnORLING. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  above  took 
place  on  Wednesday  night,  with  a  good  muster  of  members 
and  friends.  I  have  nothing  to  report  this  week  in  the  fish 
line  ;  I  am  afraid  our  members  have  been  indulging  in  all 
the  good  things  appertaining  to  this  time  of  the  season, 
and  don’t  feel  inclined  to  face  Old  King  Frost.  We  dis¬ 
tributed  a  lot  of  prizes  to  the  respective  winners  for  the 
last  quarter.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Quocn’s-road,  Battersea.  S.W.— The  half-yearly  meeting 
for  the  election  of  all  officers  and  committee,  and  balance 
sheet  for  the  half-year,  will  bo  held  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan. 
Cth,  18J1,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend,  as 
important  business  will  be  brought  before  them.— George 
Mumeord,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Orange-road.— I  am  sorry  to  record  another  blank  on  the 
28th,  although  one  or  two  members  were  out,  this  being 
the  third  week  without  a  fish  being  weighed  in  ;  the  first 
time  such  a  thing  has  occurred  during  the  six  years  I  have 
held  the  office  of  secretary.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-strect,  Blackfriars-road.— In  the  absence  of 
any  weighing  in  on  the  23th  tilt.,  the  subject  for  discussion 
was  not  “  Greenland’s  Icy  Mountains,”  but  “Skate!”  As 
very  few  of  the  members  present  were  sea  fishermen— at 
any  rate  below  Battersea— the  subject  "  fell  flat.”  On 
Wednesday  evening  (the  last  night  of  the  year)  our  host 
sent  round  the  punch  and  mulled  claret  right  royally  ;  and 
after  the  routine  business— a  trifle  being  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  river  keepers,  and  also  to  Mr,  Manning,  good 
old  Manning— the  meeting  settled  down  for  discussion. 
Subject:  “The  Review  of  the  Year.”  There  were  no 
reporters  present.  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  they  were  not.  It 
was  ultimately  decided  that  the  review  of  the  year  was 
that  bv  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  “The  River- 
Side  Naturalist,”  by  Dr.  Hamilton.  It  was  really  sur¬ 
prising  to  And  how  familiar  some  of  the  members  were 
with  the  beauties  of  the  river  side— not  forgetting  the 
“  spotted  beauties.”  But  there  was  some  slight  confusion 
about  the  account  of  the  transformation  of  the  ephemerae 
being  very  clear— almost  as  much  as  when  one  quidnunc 
tried  to  translate  the  last  line  in  the  “  Spey  ”  article,  “  Non 
cuivis  homini,”  &c.;  but  this  was  cleared  away  by  a 
remark  that  it  was  “  not  given  to  every  angler  to  be  an 
armadillo  1”  Another  member  “  woke  up  ”  to  the  fact  that 
he  “  was  strong  on  weasels  !  every  species,  including  the 
“  Club-tail.”  At  this  juncture  the  host  offered  a  valuable 
prize  for  the  largest  specimen  fish  (any  species)  taken  in 
January.  The  next  business  was  the  introduction  of  a 
new  member— Mr.  1891— whose  impressions  of  the  Black- 
friars,  we  hope,  were  favourable.  The  health  of  the 
“Reviewer  of  the  Year,”  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  (our 
honorary  member),  and  of  every  good  angler  and  true  wits 
drunk  to  the  tune  of  “  Auld  Lang  Syne,”  and  “  Time  gen¬ 
tlemen,  please !”— Geo.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  list,  will  take  place  at 
the  above  bouse,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  12. — 1).  Warren. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.— Like  mo3t  angling  socie¬ 
ties,  our  takes  have  been  very  small  lately.  King  Frost 
reigns  supreme,  and  is  doing  his  best  to  stop  our  little 
game  ;  but  though  he  put  his  veto  upon  our  getting  roach, 
&c.,  he  cannot  stop  us  taking  our  skates.  Our  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  Jan.  13.  Paid-up  members,  please 
apply  to  me  for  tickets.  Hon.  members  and  visitors’ 
tickets,  3s.  each.  Any  member  in  arrears  wishing  to 
qualify  for  this  pegged-down  match  must  clear  the  books 
on  Tuesday,  Gth  January.  The  swims  will  he  baited  at 
eight  p.m.  prompt.  After  the  cloth  is  removed  we  shall  be 
glad  to  welcome  any  brother  anglers  or  friends. — T.  H.,  see. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross. — I  beg  to  inform  brother  anglers  that  an  inaugural 
concert  takes  place  at  the  above  society’s  com  mod  ions  club 
room,  on  Wednesday.  Jan.  23.  at  8.30,  when  the  pleasure  of 
the  company  of  as  many  of  my  brother  anglers  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  greatly  oblige.  Angling 
reports  at  zero,  most  members  being  fully  occupied  in  nufs- 
ing  colds,  and  other  generous  gifts  of  the  season.  Brother 
anglers  will  regret  tbe  demise  of  our  old  friend  Alf  Price, 
ta -kle  maker,  Seymour-street,  greatly  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  him. — C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— In  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  severe  weather  our  outing  at  Pangbourne  is 
postponed  until  Jan.  25.  I  trust  members  and  friends  will 


attend  our  smoker  on  tho  7th  ;  the  chair  will  be  taken  at 
8.30.  p.m.— W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— Very  few  of  our  members  have  been  out  for  the  last 
thre8  weeks  owing  to  the  very  severe  weather  on  Dec. 
14,  Mesrs.  E.  Baxter,  and  E.  George  had  a  show  of  tine 
tidal  dace,  •weighing  831b. ;  on  the  21st  we  had  the  first 
blank  of  the  season  ;  and  on  the  28th,  Messrs.  E.  Baxter  and 
E.  George  had  again  from  the  tideway  01b.  of  fine  daco. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next, 
quarterly  meeting.— J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— Few  members  have  been  out,  owing 
to  the  weather,  amongst  the  veterans  being  our  president, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson,  who  had  a  fine  show  of  pike,  about  six 
in  number,  and  in  good  condition.  Being  in  Essex,  I  saw 
the  eels  in  dozens  under  the  clear  ice,  but  not  to  be  got  at. 
Members  will  please  attend  early  on  Wednesday  next.— 
Alf.  E.  Evans,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Queen’s-road,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  30th 
ult.,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  match  at  Uxbridge  till 
Jan,  18,  weather  permitting.  Members  please  note  that 
Tuesday,  the  6th,  is  general  meeting  night.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road.— The  next  visit  on  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion  list  will  take  place  at  the  above  club  on  Monday, 
Jan.  12.  As  Mr.  A.  Eldridge,  the  worthy  host,  is  one  of  the 
best  supporters  of  angling  in  London,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
house  will  be  filled.  A  special  programme  has  been  ar¬ 
ranged  and  several  prominent  anglers  have  promised  to  be 
present.— C.  W. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster,  Foley 
street,  W,— Mr.  Ellins  saved  us  a  blank  on  Dec.  28  with  a 
nice  show  of  dace,  the  largest  9Joz.  On  the  30t.h  ult.  Mr. 
Glacester  weighed  in  roach,  91b.  (Uoz. ;  perch,  21b.  lOoz.  ; 
dace,  lib.  3oz.— F.  R. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  28th  ult. 
Mr.  W.  Fish  was  rewarded  for  his  pluck  by  catching  a 
handsome  chub,  which  will  shortly  appear  in  a  case.  Mr. 
Brink  also  brought  roach,  and  good  luck  to  them  says— W. 
Fenner,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Very  few 
members  were  out  on  the  28th.  H.  Da  Costa  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  a  few  perch  from  St.  Margarets.— R. 
Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  12,  Bateman- 
street,  Soho-square.  W. — On  Christmas  Eve  we  distri¬ 
buted  our  half-yearly  prizes,  the  principal  winners  being 
Messrs.  Gordon,  Pain,  Scott.  A.  Pain,  Alf.  Morgan,  Arthur 
Morgan,  Harris,  Davis,  Wilson,  and  Hambrook.  This  is 
the  first  time  we  have  had  this  meeting,  and  it  was  a  great 
success.  Tuesday  next  is  the  last  night  for  this  quarter’s 
subscriptions,  and  I  hope  members  will  clear  the  books.  It 
is  with  the  deepest  of  regrets  that  we  learnt  of  the  death  of 
our  old  friend  and  patron,  Alf.  Price,  and  we  feel  that  we 
cannot  replace  him,  being,  as  he  was,  such  a  fair  dealing 
man  with  all  poor  anglers.  We  beg  to  tender  the  widow 
with  all  respect  our  sorrows  for  her  sad  bereavement.— 
Snap. 

Islington  Angling  Society,  Jubilee  House,  Hornsey- 
rise,  N.— On  Monday  next.  Jan.  5,  there  will  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  and  from  eight  o’clock,  the 
evening  will  be  devoted  to  the  relating  of  “Angling  Ex¬ 
periences, ’’—Claude  H.  Kennett,  hon.  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  2,  Hatton  Garden, 
Liverpool.— Members,  a  happy  and  prosperous  year  1891  to 
you  all.  Do  not  forget  the  annual  meeting  is  Jan.  8,  and 
the  twelfth  annual  dinner  Jan.  15.  Subscriptions  arc  due 
in  advance,  so  promptly  weigh  in.— R.  Woolf  all. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road. — Tho  usual  meeting  did  not  take  place  last  week 
owing  to  Christmas,  but  a  competition  was  set  down 
for  Boxing  Day,  when  only  one  member  ventured  out,  and 
he  having  well  enveloped  himself  in  furs,  proceeded  to 
Twickenham,  and  fished  for  four  hours  without  a 
touch.  The  puntsman  declared  that  he  was  the  first  one 
who  had  been  out  for  a  fortnight.  On  Thursday,  Jan.  8, 
Mr.  A.  Matthews  will  read  a  paper,  “Ten  Years  as  an 
Angler,”  and  we  shall  have  an  exhibition  of  members’ 
tackle  at  nine  p.m.  Visitors  are  heartily  invited. — A.  E.  B. 

Peckbam  Brothers  Angling  Society.— None  of  our 
members  have  been  out  lately,  owing  to  the  bad  weather 
they  have  been  having  the  fireside  swim  for  it.  A  grand 
New  Year’s  visit  of  the  South  London  Visiting  List,  also 
the  Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List,  will  take  place  on 
January  13th,  at  the  above  club,  when  we  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  the  company  of  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as 
can  attend  There  will  be  a  host  of  talent,  so  we  hope  to 
have  a  bumper.  Our  old  friend  Sailor  will  appear  on  this 
occasion.— A.  G.  Duke,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— Six  members  of  the  above  society  competed 
for  three  prizes  at  Henley  on  December  28,  but  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  weather,  only  two  were  taken  by  the  follow¬ 
ing:— First,  Mr.  H.  Mitchell,  with  one  roach,  lib.,  and  one 
dace,  6oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Lamberton,  sen.,  one  roach,  83oz. 
The  remaining  prize  will  bo  fished  for  in  the  usual  way. 
Members,  please  take  note  that  the  prize  for  this  month  is 
a  silver  watch,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Andrews,  for  largest  jack 
taken  ;  also  that  next  meeting  night  election  of  chairman 
will  take  place.  All  absentees,  beware.— E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  28th.  Mr.  Walls  saved  us  a  blank,  with  a  nice  little 
jack  of  31b.  2oz. ;  the  others  who  were  with  him  fished  very 
hard,  but  did  not  have  a  run.  The  auditors  went  through 
the  books,  and  found  them  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
and  leaving  a  very  nice  balance  in  hand.  After  having 
the  usual  sundry  whiskies,  they  all  finished  up  with  wish¬ 
ing  all  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. — J.  Wrigiit,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bpdford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Uovcnt-garden.— On  Tuesday  last,  the  dona¬ 
tion  requested  by  Mr.  Brougham  to  the  River  Keepers’ 
Dinner  was  voted  from  the  club,  supplemented  by  sub¬ 
scriptions  from  Messrs.  O’Callaghan,  Lipop,  and  Jacobs. 
We  were  all  very  sorry  to  hear,  through  Mr.  Lipop,  of  the 
decease  of  Mr.  A.  Price,  the  well  known  tackle  maker,  of 
Seymour-street,  Euston-square,  from  chronic  asthma,— 
Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— Tho 

next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Peckham  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Prince  Albert,  East  Surrey 
Grove,  Peckham.  As  I  have  received  no  communication 
from  the  secretary,  I  am  unable  to  give  the  date.— A.  Conn, 
hon.  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 


street.  Hammersmith. — There  hasnotboen  any  fish  weighed 
in  the  last  few  weeks,  members  being  unable  to  go  out 
owing  to  the  severity  of  tho  weather.  The  supper  in  con¬ 
nection  with  our  last  competition  is  arranged  to  take  place 
on  January  15.— H.  R. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that 
it  is  our  monthly  meeting  night  on  the  7th  inst.,  hoping  to 
have  a  good  attendance,  as  it  is  to  be  decided  on  that  night 
when  we  are  to  have  our  visit.— R.  Lowther,  soc. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society,— Our  pro¬ 
posed  club  outing  on  the  27th  ult.  of  course  could  not  bo 
held  owing  to  the  weather,  but  we  hope  to  bring  it  off  as 
soon  as  mild  weather  fairly  sets  in.  Our  next  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Earl  Derby  on  Jan.  4,  at  eight  p.m.  Our  first 
smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  same  place  and  hour 
on  the  14th  inst.  Admission  will  be  by  ticket,  which  can 
be  had  by  anglers  on  presentation  of  privilege  ticket  from 
myself  at  77,  Finsbury-pavement,  or  from  Mr.  King,  the 
landlord  of  the  Earl  Derby,  King  Edward-stroet,  South 
Hackney.— H.  Richardson,  hon.  seo. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


SSL  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Tima  of  High  Water  iu  the  Thames. 


Add 


-*-y  ^  oiiiio  kjl  iiiftu  w<tLui  iu  uiitj  i  ruiniGs  tiny  or 

the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

4o  „  „  Hammer-  Add-J  80  „  „  Twicken- 

m  smith.  ham. 

%o0  „  Barnes.  1.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Jan 
Sunday,  „ 
Monday,  ,, 
Tuesday,  „ 
Wednesday,, 
Thursday,  „ 

1  nday,  „ 


Morning. 

Evening. 

4 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

9 . 

English  and  Walsh  Saport3. 

The  Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.— This 
has  been  one  of  the  old-fashioned  style  of  a  Christmas 
season  and  although  angling  has  been  negatived  in  the 
river,  skating  on  the  frozen  surface  has  been  more  or  less 
practised  in  some  portions.  One  of  my  neighbours  spent 
u  good  portion  of  Boxing  Day  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Walton,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  skating  on  the  Thames 
1  he  lakes  in  the  parks  and  other  pieces  of  water  where 
numbers  could  indulge  in  the  pastime  have  given  another 
means  of  employment  to  the  fishermen  when  angling  could 
not  be  done.  I  have  for  some  weeks  been  endeavouring  to 
realise  a  sum  of  '£20  for  the  purpose  of  entertaining  all 
those  engaged  in  the  protection  of  the  Thames  Fishery 
and  those  who  have  assisted  them  in  the  work,  and  whilst 
1  have  about  succeeded  in  the  result  I  regret  that  the 
anglers  who  regularly  fish  the  river,  and  whose  names  do 
not  appear  in  the  “Blue  Book,”  have  not  responded  to  the 
appeal  and,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  the  amount 
will  be  reached  from  direct  applications.  This  ought  not 
to  be  the  case  when  the  small  sum  of  half-a-crown  is  only 
solicited.  There  have  been  occasions  when  some  of  the 
anglers  have  asked  me  to  be  permitted  to  send  their  fisher¬ 
man  to  the  dinner  by  paying  the  cost  of  refreshments  and 
dinner ;  and  there  has  never  been  a  refusal.  The  more  the 
fishermen  can  become  united  to  the  river-keepers  the 
better,  and  I  know  many  good  names  of  fishermen  that  I 
should  like  to  see  present  if  I  had  the  means  to  invite 
them.  The  entertainment  given  to  the  men  after  dinner 
as  it  was  carried  out  last  year,  under  the  arrangements  of 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  was  of  a  most  attractive  character 
and  what  with  splendid  catering  of  a  piscatorial  host  an 
evening’s  pleasure  was  never  more  highly  appreciated. 
It  was  paying  otf  an  old  debt  of  seven  years’  standing  to 
Mr.  John  Mayo,  of  the  Castle  Hotel,  close  to  Hampton 
Court  station,  who  then  had  no  accommodation  ;  and 
another  one  is  now  due  to  him  in  the  ordinary  rotation, 
and  if  it  is  repeated  at  the  same  hostelry  again  this  time’ 
it  will  only  be  giving  him  that  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and 
give  great  satisfaction  to  the  men  who  have  suggested 
it. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— All  to-day  (Thursday)  a  welcome 
break  in  the  severe  weather  has  taken  place,  and  if  it  does 
but  continue  without  further  interruption  from  frost,  jack 
and  perch  fishing  in  the  Upper  Thames  will  be  well  worth 
the  candle  by  the  time  this  report  is  in  print.  During  tho 
past  week  only  skate  fishing  has  been  possible,  all  the 
quieter  and  most  jackable  waters  being  frozen  over  from 
shore  to  shore.  The  best  possible  places  to  go  for  jack  just 
now,  and  indeed  for  days  to  come,  are. tumble-bays,  mill 
tails,  and  weir  pools,  using  heavily- weighted  paternoster 
tackle,  and  small  roach,  dace,  or  chub  for  bait.  Thursday 
evening— tho  thaw  still  continues,  and  there  is  every  sign 
of  a  break  up  of  the  frost  in  the  Thames  valley.— Marlow 
Buzz. 


Thames  (Windsor).— The  Thames  Valley  was  visited 
on  the  30th  ult.  with  one  of  the  most  sudden  and  severe 
frosts  within  memory,  though  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the 
proverbial  “oldest  inhabitant  ”  being  interviewed.  At 
9.30 a.ni.,  when  I  passed  over  Windsor  Bridge,  the  river  was 
quite  free  from  ice,  but  at  11  n.m*  it  was  covered  from 
shore  to  shore  above  and  below  the  bridge.  A  strong  wind 
from  the  north  east  was  blowing  in  the  morning,  and  at  the 
Windsor  Ferry,  tho  broadest  part  of  the  river  in  this 
neighbourhood,  being  98yds.  it  was  quite  rough  till  about 
12  a.m„  when  it  began  to  freeze  over,  and  at  11  a.m.  to-day 
or  in  twenty-four  hours,  dozens  of  boys  crossed  and  re¬ 
crossed  between  the  Berks  and  Bucks  shores.  One  more 
venturesome  than  the  rest  proceeded  up  the  centre  of  the 
river  as  far  as  the  well-known  Brocas  clump  of  elm  trees 
and  back.  With  such  a  state  of  affairs  angling,  of  course  is 
utterly  impracticable,—  B.  It,  Bamukidge.  ’ 
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Ancholme  District.— Waters  are  yery  low,  and  covered 
with  a  thick  coating  of  ice.  Angling  is  therefore  well-nigh 
impossible,  and  there  are  at  present  no  signs  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  weather,  which  is  exceptionally  severe. — 
Thomas  Ford. 

Chichester. — Those  who  have  regretted  the  absence  of 
old-fashioned  winters  must  surely  this  season  have  had 
their  fill.  The  angler  has,  doubtless,  found  more  genial 
occupation  in  kindred  sports,  or  looking  over  tackle,  than  ! 
to  be  frozen  by  the  water-side.  There  are  spots  where  even 
now  enthusiasts  will  Wander.  On  Boxing  Day  three  of  my  | 
friends  started  pike  fishing  in  about  6yds.  of  open  water  at  : 
a  mill  tail.  Pike  No.  1  dashed  under  the  ice,  and  parted 
tackle ;  No.  2  parted  tackle  through  the  line  freezing  to  the 
rings ;  and  No.  3,  which  was  dragged  out  without  cere¬ 
mony,  weighed  exactly  21b.  A  move  was  made  to  the  hotel, 
where  in  waiting  for  a  return  train  all  caught  “goats." 
The  gunners  are  having  good  sport  in  this  district  among 
the  fowl,  several  Brent  geese  [white-fronted  geese,  as  they 
are  here  termed),  duck,  widgeon,  and  teal  have  been  shot. 
The  puntsmen  have  made  better  takes  than  for  some 
seasons  ;  and  the  flight  shooters  have  had  good  sport.  A 
few  wild  swans  have  been  in  the  harbour.  One  was  shota 
few  days  since.  The  plover,  both  golden  and  lapwing,  are 
absent,'  and  snipe  but  seldom  met  with. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— With  the  exception  of  the  two 
days  of  frost  which  I  recently  reported,  the  island  has 
entirely  escaped  the  severe  weather  prevailing  in  England, 
in  fact,  as  yet  the  season  has  been  unusually  open  and  the 
rivers  in  good  order.  Both  sides  are  preparing  to  fight  out 
the  question  of  the  pollution  by  the  mines.  If  the  mining 
companies  wish  to  continue  their  monopolies,  they  will 
have  to  fight  for  them.  The  sea  fishing  has  been  very  bad 
in  consequence  of  thick  fogs,  which  prevent  the  marks 
being  found,  and  strong  gales  from  the  south  and  east, 
which  is  the  worst  wind  on  this  coast.  Still,  the  pier-head 
amateurs  manage  to  get  good  baskets  occasionally. — 
StoRmy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  continues  too  severe 
for  angling  operations.  Down  stream  we  hear  of  bottom  J 
fishing,  enthusiasts  being  out,  but  have  not  heard  of  any  j 
heavy  take.—  D.  &  W.  Foster. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  thaw  which 
seemed  promising  at  the  end  of  last  w'eek left  us  early  this  j 
week,  and  on  Monday  night  the  frost  was  as  intense  as 
ever.  With  a  cold  east  and  north-east  wind,  and  from  14  j 
degs.  to  18  degs.  of  frost,  the  surface  of  the  drains  and  rivers 
w'hich  had  in  many  cases  been  flooded,  were  again  quickly  j 
frozen,  and  splendid  skating  courses  were  once  more 
afforded  on  the  Welland  river,  frozen  over  now  almost 
down  to  its  mouth  :  on  the  Blue  Gowt.  the  Vernatts,  and 
the  New  River,  all  capital  waters  about  Spalding.  In 
anticipation  of  the  thaw  increasing,  the  drainage  authori¬ 
ties,  however,  ordered  pumping  to  begin  on  the  Vernatts, 
and  this  was  beginning  to  make  the  ice  dangerous,  but  the 
operations  have  been  since  suspended  for  the  convenience 
of  the  skaters.  So  much  skating  has  not  been  known  in 
the  memory  of  old  inhabitants,  and  it  is  said  the  present 
frost  is  longer  and  keener  than  has  been  known  since  1814. 
Of  course,  with  the  Welland,  Glen  and  other  streams  ice¬ 
bound,  there  is  no  angling  in  this  district,  and  it  is  some 
distance  outside  the  county  where  even  brooks  are  found 
available.  Anglers  have  to  possess  their  souls  in  patience. 
—Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). —The  frost  continues  as  keen  as  ever 
in  this  district.  The  canal,  all  the  drains,  lakes,  private 
ponds,  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  river  itself,  is  covered 
with  ice,  and  almost  everybody,  and  in  the  lower  districts 
have  been  constrained  to  give  up  all  idea  of  angling.  The 
holidays  have  been  very  tempting,  and  I  fancy  had  it  been 
possible  many  who  did  not  would  have  bad  a  shy  .iust  for 
the  fun  of  the  thing.  I  did  hear  that  a  couple  of  Retford 
gentlemen,  tempted  by  news  of  grayling  fishing  in  Derby¬ 
shire,  determined  on  Monday  tohave  a  try  for  the  same  of  the 
fish  above  Grantham  in  this  district.  They  thought  they 
might  get  some  by  swimming  the  worm— one  of  the  best 
winter  methods— but  with  the  keen  wind  which  was  then 
blowing,  at  other  times  just  what  they  would  have  desired, 
they  found  ice  forming  on  their  lines  so  rapidly  that  they 
gave  it  up  in  desdair.  Had  it  not  been  freezing  so  sharply, 
they  doubtless  would  have  caught  fish.  I  hear  from  the 
woodland  districts  above  here  the  numbers  of  birds,  such 
as  fieldfairs  and  red  wings  that  have  come  for  food  and 
shelter  to  the  woods  is  something  enormous,  whilst  wild 
ducks  and  water-fowl  from  a  distance  are  taking  refuge 
on  the  brooks,  and  in  sheltered  streams.  Few,  if  any 
call  to  mind  a  similar  visitation.— L. 

Lea.— Of  course  one  cannot  write  anything  in  connection 
with  this,  or  any  other  river  at  present,  without  dilating 
somewhat  on  the  exceptionally  severe  wintry  weather  we 
are  experiencing;  when  we  find  skating  matches  and  con¬ 
tests  taking  place,  nothing  in  the  shape  of  fishing  can  be 
expected,  a.nd  in  consequnce  there  is  an  entire  dearth  of 
any  news  to  chronicle  ;  I  again  repeat  that  fish  of  all  kinds 


that  are  in  season  will  have  had  their  appetites  whetted, 
and  will  undoubtedly  afford  good  sport  when  the  river  gets 
into  fishing  trim  again.  With  respect  to  the  decision 
recently  come  to  by  the  Anglers’  Association,  viz.— that 
after  the  present  season  the  use  of  two  rods  only  will  bo 
permitted,  the  second  one  only  to  be  used  for  jack  fishing,  I 
consider  the  rule  to  be  a  good  one ;  I  think  one  rod  used  for 
roaching,  &c.,  quite  sufficient  for  any  one  man  to  manage 
properly  ;  of  course  a  jack  rod  comes  in  very  useful  at,  times 
when  it  is  supposed  that  one  of  these  voracious  fish  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  roach  swim,  a  conclusion  often  arrived  at 
by  the  roach  suddenly  going  dead  off  the  feed.  Mr. 
Shrubsoles  capital  paper  on  Fly  Fishing  for  Coarse  fish 
should  lead  to  more  anglers  following  this  charming 
method  ;  there  -are  many  places  very  well  stocked  with  dace, 
chub  and  roach  on  the  Lea,  where  a  good  hand  with  the 
dry  fly  can  make  good  baskets.  (Thursday),— It  is  decidedly 
much  milder,  and  we  have  had  a  slight  thaw,  but  shall 
require  a  lot  more  before  the  ice  and  snow  can  be  got  rid 
of.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — After  one  of  the  longest  and  most  severe 
frosts  that  has  visited  us  for  many  years  a  thaw  set  in  on 
Wednesday  night  and  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the  numer¬ 
ous  anglers  in  this  locality.  The  period  of  inactivity  has 
been  severely  felt,  and  it  was  with  pleasure  that  the  news 
that  the  ice  was  fast  breaking  up  on  Thursday  was  re¬ 
ceived.  Anglers  are  in  hopes  that  the  thaw  will  be  gene¬ 
ral  and  quickly  enable  them  to  pursue  the  sport  which  has 
been  so  ruthlessly  stopped  for  over  amonth.  The  result  of  the 
frost  is  a  very  serious  loss  to  a  number  of  men  who  obtain 
a  living  at  this  part  of  the  year  bait  catching. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  low  and  fine,  in  first  class  order.  _  Since  Dec.  19  snow 
has  lain  ankle  deep  or  more.  This  ^afternoon  it  has 
thawed  a  little,  but  not  sufficient  to  have  effect  on  rivers, 
the  wind  being  N.E.  with  every  appearance  of  frost.  I  I 
saw  four  brace  of  nice  grayling  taken  to-day  (T  hursday). 
Fishing  will  be  good  till  the  snows  melt  to  taint  the  rivers. 

— R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams  aro 
in  order  for  grayling  fishing,  but  the.  weather  is  dead 
against  going  out,  it  being  very  cold,  and  snow  several 
inches  deep  on  the  river  side.  Grayling  should  be  caught 
if  anglers  cared  to  venture  out  with  the  maggot  and  the 
grasshopper.  The  Pinsley  is  clear.  No  fishing  done  in  it. 
— G  WYNNE. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— Still  the  pi esent  frosty  weather 
prevents  the  angler  from  following  the  sport  he  loves  so 
well.  I  walked  as  far  as  Farleigh  on  Sunday  last,  hundreds 
of  peop  le  were  skating  on  the  river,  but  I  looked  in  vain 
for  any  angler  with  sufficient  hardyhood  to  brave  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  the  weather.— William  ShrubsGle. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives).— There  has  been  notning  to  report  in 
this  district  for  some  weeks,  as  there  have  been  no  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  fishing.  At  the  present  the  river  is  covered 
with  four  or  five  inches  of  ice,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
there  is  a  prospect  of  a  thaw,  and  in  the  event  of  such 
taking  place,  pike  fishers  will  doubtless  be  to  the  fore.— 
Sydney  Jarman. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Although  it  has  been  cold 
fishermen  have  been  hard  at  work,  because  the  sea  has 
been  smooth  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  and  an  entire 
absence  of  wind.  Some  good  conger  have  been  taken  by 
the  large  boats,  nearly  one  ton  being  landed  on  Monday. 
A  very  few  whiting  seem  to  be  about  in  the  usual  haunts  ; 
it  seems  that  in  the  cold  weather  they  go  into  deeper  water 
further  off  land;  some  twenty  dozen  were  landed,  and 
reached  as  much  as  five  shillings  and  sixpence  per  dozen. 
Herrings  continue  to  be  taken  in  the  harbour,  and  they 
arc  very  fine  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  usual  smelt, 
pollack,  and  bass  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  eft'  the  piers  and 
jetties. 

Scarborough.  —  Sea  Fishing.  —  Wc  have  had  such 
severe  and  stormy  weather  from  the  north-cast  during  the 
past  week,  that  pier  anglers  have  done  but  little  or 
nothing.— FI. 

Ttme  (Ludlow).— The  Time  is  still  running  in  goed 
order  for  gray  ling  fishing,  notwithstanding  the  falls  of  snow 
-which  have  been  had  it  is  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  frost 
has  been  very  severe,  and  in  some  parts  the  river  has  been 
frozen  over.  Fishing  has  been  very  quiet,  butanglers  who 
will  brave  the  cold  weather  will  be  pretty  sure  to  meet 
with  success  among  the  grayling  with  the  grasshopper 
(sink  and  draw)  and  maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  frozen  over  in  some  parts.  No 
fishing  done  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  keeps  in  nice 
order  fer  grayling  fishing,  but  deep  snow  lines  the  banks, 
and  the  weather  is  cold,  and  angling  has  been  quite  at  a 
standstill.  Sport  should  be  had  if  any  angler  cared  to 
venture  out  with  the  maggot  and  giasshopper.— Wor¬ 
cester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Frozen  out  anglers  arc  at  length  ex¬ 
periencing  relief,  a  general  thaw  having  set  in  to-day 


(Thursday),  but  no  sport  may  be  anticipated  for  several 
days,  as  a  rise  of  water  is  sure  to  follow,  and  should  a  flood 
be  avoided  the  dissolving  ice  and  snow  will  have  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  water  to  that  low  degree  of  temperature, 
when,  whatever  lure  may  be  offered,  Trent  fish  as  a  rule  do 
not.  seem  inclined  to  “  take  it  in  their  head.” — Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  weather  continues  very 
severe,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  on  Wednesday  night, 
the  piscatorial  outlook  was  dismal  in  the  extreme.  The 
river  was  still  frozen  over  in  many  places,  and  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  ice-floes  were  coming  flown  stream.  Angling  has 
given  way  to  skating  and  sliding,  although  there  is 
certainly  a  falling  off'  in  the  number  of  skaters  patronising 
the  various  ice  grounds.  Many  there  are  that  would  like 
to  see  the  weather  break  off.  The  long-continued  severity 
is  being  keenly  felt  by  the  poorer  classes.— The  Man  at 
the  Club. 

Wharfc.— Very  severe  weather  still  continues,  and  only 
a  few'  anglers  have  ventured  to  the  river  side.  Mr.  Col¬ 
umbine  has  had  fairly  good  sport  near  Woodall,  but 
skating  appears  to  have  taken  the  place  of  grayling  fish¬ 
ing.— F.  M.  Wallran. 

Witham,  &e.  (Boston).— Angling  is  at  a  standstill,  and 
has  been  for  some  time  now.  During  the  week,  even  wdien 
water  w'ould  have  been  found  open,  the  cold  north-east 
wind  would  have  prevented  any  angling  being  done,  and 
the  ice  on  the  drains  about  here  being  so  bad,  the  skating 
mania  seems  to  have  taken  the  attention  of  everybody,  as 
in  the  southern  districts,  anglers  no  doubt  included. 
Match  skating  has  now  begun,  and  the  railway  companies 
are  bringing  visitors  into  the  town  of  Boston  at  cheap 
rates,  as  though  the  angling  season  was  at  its  height.  My 
correspondent  informs  me  that  one  of  the  greatest  skating 
matches  ever  held  in  the  district  wras  to  take  place  on 
Thursday  (New  Year’s  Day),  and  the  town  would  bo  quite 
enfetr.  On  Wednesday  the  frost  was  severer  than  ever. 
— Luci.  ,  ' 

Scotoh.  Reports. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— A  very  welcome  snowstorm 
has  succeeded  the  severe  spell  of  hard  black  frosts  so 
damaging  to  the  more  exposed  spawning  beds,  and  now 
the  corries  have  been  well  fed.  When  this  is  the  case  be¬ 
fore  the  day  is  much  on  the  turn  there  is  always  sure  to 
be  a  good  round  volume  of  water  well  into  the  spring— not 
snow  broth,  which  is  mostly  of  a  local  nature.  For  some 
seasons  now'  little  or  no  snow  has  fallen  before  the  advent 
of  the  New  Year,  so  that  the  present  storm  augurs  well 
for  the  future  prospects  of  the  spring  season  which  will 
now  be  upon  us  again  in  a  short  time.— Deesider. 

Irish  Reports. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— Spawning  goes  on  satisfac¬ 
torily.  Poaching,  however,  is  prevalent.  Four  poachers 
are  to  be  prosecuted  at  Petty  Sessions  here  on  Friday. 
They  were  caught  on  the  Owreagh  river.  On  the  Finglass 
also  a  gang  of  twenty  poachers  appeared  on  Dec.  23.  They 
carried  away  (it  is  said)  three  bags  of  salmon.  There  were 
only  four  watchers ;  three  of  those  fled,  the  fourth,  an  old 
man,  once  a  famous  fisherman— his  name  is  Bradley— stood 
his  ground,  and  received  some  rough,  but  not  serious  treat 
ment.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 


GRESHAM  SOCIETY. 

A  special  general  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  the  23rd 
ult..  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  re¬ 
solved  that  all  new  members  should  pay  an  entrance  fee  of 
half-a-guinea,  and  that  the  annual  subscription  should  con¬ 
tinue  at  a  guinea,  but  that  a  rebate  of  half-a-guinca  should 
be  allowed  to  members  entering  after  the  30th  June  in  any 
year. 

An  ordinary  meeting  was  afterwards  held,  under  the 
same  chairmanship.  Two  strange  fish  were  exhibited, 
which  had  been  sent  home  from  New  Zealand  specially  for 
the  Gresham,  and  it  was  resolved  that  they  be  set  up  and 
placed  in  the  room. 

Some  correspondence  between  thesecretary,  Mr.Marston, 
and  the  Dean  of  Winchester  as  to  the  Izaak  Walton  Statue 
Fund,  and  a  number  of  documents  were  read,  and  the  secre¬ 
tary  was  directed  to  write  Mr.  Marston  fully  on  the  matter. 
A  new  member  was  elected  and  another  proposed. 

Holloways  Ointment  and  Pills.— Few  persons  are  so 
favoured  l  y  circumstances,  or  so  fortified  by  nature,  as  to  enabl  ; 
them  to  pass  unscathed  the  sore  trials  of  an  inclement  season. 
With  catarrhs,  coughs,  and  influenzas  everywhere  abounding,  it 
should  be  universally  known  that  Holloway’s  Ointment, 
diligently  rubbed  upon  the  chest,  checks  the  worst  assaults  on 
lliese  maladies,  and  securely  wards  off  more  grave  and  dangerouf 
diseases  of  the  throat  and  lungs.  The  truth  of  1  his  assertios 
must  remain  unquestioned  in  the  face  of  thousands  of  unimpeach¬ 
able  living  witnesses,  who  have  personally  derived  the  utmost 
possible  benefits  from  this  treatment  when  their  present  sufferings 
were  appalling,  and  their  tutuie  prospects  most  disheartening. 
Both  remedies  act  admirably  together. 


WIIMIBIjIEIDOIN'  XjJAIKIIH 

(Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station,  District  or  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Tickets  2s.  per  Day.  Evening  Tickets,  available  after  4  o’clock  p.m.,  Is. 

THE  P  IKE  FISHING  SEASON 

Opened  on  August  14th.  Tickets  2/6  per  Day.  No  Gorge  Fishing  allowed. 
Boats  on  hire.  Dinners  and  Teas  at  the  Cottage  on  the  Banks. 

Proprietor :  JOHN  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 

T.  HOLBROW  &  Co.’s 

PATENT  RAILWAY  READING  LIGHT 

Price  One  Shilling;  by  post,  Is.  3d. 

FOR  WINDOW  LEDGE  OR  CARRIAGE. 

Nickle  Plated,  Is.  6d.;  pest  free,  Is.  9d. 

HOLBROW  &  Co.,  1.  EAGLE  PLAGE,  PICCAOILLV. 


BE®  BATH  ahd  ROYAL  HOTELS, 

MATLOCK  BATH ,  DERBYSHIRE. 

Under  the  same  Management. 

Two  first-class  Hotels,  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent,  where  Anglers  will  find 
every  accommodation.  Large  Billiard  Rooms,  Smoking  Rooms,  Private  Sitting 
Rooms.  Large  Swimming  Bath  at  each  House.  Beautiful  Grounds.  Splendid 
Situation.  Terms  10/6  to  12/6  per  day  inclusive. 

Bus  meets  each  train.  Good  Stabling.  Posting. 

T.  TYACK,  Proprietor. 

GEEN’S  PATENT  COM  B I N  AT  1 0  N 

LEAD  AMD  SWIVEL. 

OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL  TACKLE  DEALERS. 

Wholesale  of  the  Sole  Manufacturers : 

J.  WARNER  &  SONS,  Hewell  Works,  REDDITCH. 
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-  NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday,  and  cau  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
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SOME  AUTUMN  DAYS  ON  THE 
SPEY.* 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 

( Continued  from  page  350.) 

“The  Spey  is  a  magnificent  river,  which  often  gives  grand 
sport;  and  as  the  river  is  large,  and  the  angling  is  mostly 
from  the  bank,  and  the  banks  are  frequently  high,  while 
the  stream  is  not  only  heavy,  but  often  tremendously  rapid 
and  rough,  as  is  the  bottom,  an  indifferent  fisherman  can¬ 
not  expect  much  sport.” — Francis  Francis. 

Arrived  at  my  destination  some  hours  before 
I  am  expected,  I  find  my  host  is  away  fishing,  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  lady  of  the  house  also  I  am 
received  by  a  charming  young  lady,  who  is  a 
neice  of  my  host,  and  resides  with  him. 

“  We  did  not  expect  you  till  the  evening.  You 
must  want  something  after  your  long  journey. 
Lunch  is  ready,  and  afterwards  we  will  see  if  we 
can  find  the  fishers.” 

Then  about  an  hour  later,  as  we  walked  down 
to  the  river,  chatting  about  the  sport  that  has 
been  had  with  rod  and  gun,  my  fair  guide 
exclaims — 

“  Ah  !  there  they  are,  below  the  Boat  Pool.  I  do 
hope  uncle  has  a  fish.  Yes,  he  has,”  as  Geordie,  an 
under-keeper,  who  has  caught  sight  of  us,  lifts  a 
silver-white  fellow  from  the  ground,  and  holds  it  up 
for  us  to  see. 

Wading  down  a  pool  known  as  “Jock’s  Tail”  is 

A  full  page  separate  plate  photo-engraving  of  “  The 
Laird's  Pool  on  the  Spey,  referred  to  in  this  article,  was 
given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  Christmas  number,  Dec.  13, 
18S0. 


my  host.  We  watch  him  for  some  time  as  he 
lifts  the  long  line  from  the  water  and  sends  the 
fly  back  with  a  sweep  of  his  18ft.  Hardy  built- 
cane  rod  ;  then  with  gentle  force  returns  it  across 
and  down  stream,  so  that  it  falls  where  the  line 
will  begin  to  fish  at  once.  Then  the  rod  is  lowered 
till  the  top  almost  touches  the  water,  and  the 
point  follows  behind  after  the  fly,  as  the  latter 
swings  round  into  the  slack. 

Having  fished  the  cast  out  my  host  winds  up 
and  turns  to  wade  ashore. 

“  Ah  !  Marston,  welcome  to  Speyside.  You  are 
before  your  time ;  so  much  the  better.” 

Then  after  some  kind  words  of  greeting,  and 
regret  that  the  prospects  are  not  brighter,  my 
friend  insists  upon  returning  with  me  to  the 
house,  and  seeing  me  fully  equipped  for  an  after¬ 
noon’s  fishing.  But  the  Spey  is  dead  low  and 
bright,  and  while  he  gets  another  beauty  of  181b., 
my  first  evening  on  the  Spey  is  not  rewarded 
with  even  a  touch. 

Next  morning  at  breakfast  we  make  our  plans 
for  the  day,  or  rather  my  host  does,  for  I  am  in 
the  delightful  position  of  having  nothing  to  do 
but  acquiesce  in  arrangements  intended  to  give 
me  every  day  the  best  chance  the  state  of  the 
weather  and  the  water  affords.  Given  in  every 
way  a  perfect  country  house,  a  household  presided 
over  by  the  most  hospitable  of  hosts  and  hostesses, 
the  free  enjoyment  of  thousands  of  acres  of  shoot¬ 
ing  and  miles  of  salmon  fishing,  and  all  this  in 
the  midst  of  some  of  the  most  varied  and  delightful 
scenery  imaginable— I  say,  given  these  things, 
your  holiday  must  be  a  pleasant  one,  even  if  the 
salmon  refuse  to  rise. 

Thursday,  September  25,  was  as  bright  and  hot 
as  midsummer,  and  my  friend  arranged  that  I 
should  fish  the  lower  pools,  while  he  tried  the 
upper  ones,  and  that  we  should  meet  for  lunch 
at  the  burn  mouth,  a  shady  spot  where  a  pretty 
burn  falls  into  the  Spey,  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  house,  which  is  situated  well  above 
the  river,  on  a  park-like,  charmingly  wooded  knoll 
at  the  foot  of  the  steep  Ben  Aigan,  and  just  about 
the  middle  of  our  fishing. 

With  Geordie  as  my  attendant — and  a  better 
gillie  it  would  be  difficult  to  find — I  began  at  the 
head  of  “  the  Piles,”  a  long  deep  and  rapid  pool, 
so  called  from  the  long  row  of  big  piles,  which 
protect  the  bank  from  the  force  of  the  Spey  when 
in  flood.  At  the  height  the  water  was  this  day, 
and  for  some  days  after,  the  head  of  the  pool  could 
be  fished  from  some  big  rocks,  which  on  our  side 
break  the  force  of  the  stream.  While  waiting  for 
Geordie  to  put  a  Gold  Reach  on  to  my  cast, 
I  have  time  to  note  the  great  beauty  of  the  scene. 
The  left  bank  of  the  river  looking  up  stream  is 
steep  and  well  wooded,  with  a  footing  of  broken 
red  rocks,  which  here  and  there  jut  out  into  the 
stream,  in  some  places  rising  sheer  from  it,  with  a 
rough  narrow  path  only  passable  at  this  low  state 
of  the  river.  That  is  where  the  Spey  cast  comes 
in,  I  think  to  myself.  Although  so  late  in  the 
season,  the  foliage  is  still  in  full  beauty ;  even  the 
wild  cherry  only  here  and  there  showing  the  first 
change  of  colour,  due  to  the  frosts  of  autumn. 
The  beech,  birch,  ash,  fir,  and  higher  up  the  hill¬ 
side  the  larch  trees  are  grouped  together  in  the 
most  picturesque  irregularity,  and  the  ground  rises 
and  falls  in  broken  masses.  Here  and  there  a 
slight  haze  hovers  over  the  course  of  some  stream¬ 
let  ;  then  beyond  is  the  dark  green  of  the  pines, 
which  surround  the  foot  of  Ben  Aigan,  stretched 
out  towards  Craigellachie ;  bounding  the  view  up 
stream  is  the  big  rounded  form  of  Ben  Rinnes, 
looking  like  a  cloud  in  the  distance.  On  the  other 
side  you  can  see  the  land  belongs  to  the  Spey, 
and  you  know  that  at  times  he  enforces  his  owner¬ 
ship  by  spreading  his  waters  all  over  this  level 
farm  land,  right  up  to  the  edge  of  the  ridge  which, 
breaking  away  from  the  river  above  Craigellachie, 
joins  it  again  at  the  Boat  Pool  below  us. 

The  noise  of  a  fish  breaking  the  surface  instinc¬ 
tively  makes  one  look  round,  and  I  am  just  in 
time  to  see  a  splendid  silvery  fellow  splash  back 
in  a  big  boil,  which  not  even  the  broken  water  of 
the  full  stream  can  instantly  obliterate. 

To  me  one  of  the  greatest  charms  of  salmon 
fishing  is  this  delightful  habit  of  the  salmon  of 
showing  himself  out  of  his  native  element  just 
when  you  least  expect  him.  Too  much  of  it  is  not 
of  good  augury  for  sport.  To  see  fish  after  fish 
lazily  roll  up  and  fall  back  across  the  current 
when  you  have  fished  over  them  is  only  charming 
up  to  a  point;  he  is  then  the  Salma  irritant <  indeed. 


“  Get  on  to  that  flat  rock,  sir,  and  cast  well 
over  the  stream  and  let  your  fly  come  right 
round,”  is  Geordie’s  advice  as  he  hands  me  my 
18ft.  Blacklaw  greenheart.  Well,  it  was  mine  for 
the  time,  at  any  rate  ;  for  had  not  my  good  friend 
Dr.  W.,  when  lending  it  to  me,  pressed  me  to  give  it 
a  good  trial,  with  a  pronouncement  that  the  more 
I  tried  it  the  more  I  should  like  it  ?  Thousands 
of  times  I  waved  that  rod  over  the  Spey,  and 
whether  bending  to  the  rush  of  a  fish,  or  driving 
the  line  back  into  the  teeth  of  a  down-stream  gale 
of  wind  and  rain,  or  balanced  comfortably  after 
the  cast  while  the  fly  works  round,  it  was  perfect. 
By  this  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  for  one  moment 
that  I  used  it  perfectly.  To  hold  nothing  heavier 
than  a  pen  for  most  of  the  year  round  is  not  good 
practice  for  salmon  fishing  ;  nor  is  sitting  at  a 
desk  good  training  for  such  work  as  wading  the 
Spey  calls  for.  ( To  be  continued. ) 


AN  ANGLING  TOUR 
IN  THE  NORTHERN  HIGHLANDS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

This  evening  was  one  of  the  finest  that  I  had 
experienced  during  my  tour.  It  was  clear  and 
cool ;  and  although  over  the  high  hills  in  front  of 
us  the  sun  in  an  unclouded  sky  was  still  to  be 
seen,  yet  from  his  splendour  being  now  much 
subdued,  and  a  nice  breeze  having  sprung  up,  our 
six  miles  of  a  moor  tramp  was  rendered  a  matter 
of  comparative  ease.  The  ground,  rough  enough 
truly,  was  firm  on  the  whole,  and  only  during  the 
last  half-mile,  which  was  done  at  double  quick 
pace,  did  our  exertion  seem  to  tell  upon  us ;  but 
this  last  half-mile,  in  doing  which  we  were  con¬ 
tinuously  on  the  ascent,  getting  over  in  quick  suc¬ 
cession  hill  after  hill  of  miniature  size,  knotty,  and 
covered  with  rank  deer  grass,  made  us,  I  must 
own,  now  and  again  pause  for  a  moment  to  gasp  ; 
and  even  Neil,  when  at  length  we  reached  the 
road,  thought  that  for  one  day  at  least  we  had  had 
quite  enough  of  it.  With  all  his  preference  to 
Nature  over  Macadam,  he  had,  with  our  twenty- 
one  miles  of  bog  trotting,  got  ample  of  the  former 
to  make  the  latter  come  in  as  a  nice  pleasant 
variety.  The  same  I  felt  myself,  I  readily  admit. 
It  was  indeed  a  pleasant  sensation  to  feel  my  foot 
once  again  upon  the  hard,  dry  road,  along  which 
we  sped  lightly  and  briskly.  For  once  in  our  life 
we  had  got  plenty  of  tumbling  and  jolting  to  shake 
down  the  bile ;  and  it  now  being  loDg  since  we 
had  lunch,  we  felt  as  we  neared  the  shepherd’s 
house  as  if  we  would  be  able  to  get  ourselves  out¬ 
side  a  substantial  quantity  of  something  or  other. 
One  of  the  fish  Neil  had  hid  at  the  roadside 
beneath  a  stone,  covering  it  over  with  bracken. 
But  this  by  the  way — literally !  Presently  we  got 
to  the  shepherd’s,  where,  as  it  was  now  half-past 
seven  o’clock,  Neil  inquired  if  there  had  been  any 
sign  of  the  trap  from  Durness,  which  I  had 
arranged  should  meet  me  at  seven  o’clock  at 
Grudie  Bridge,  a  mile  further  on  the  road. 

At  the  shepherd’s  we  were  most  hospitably 
entertained.  Neil  went  into  the  cottage  to  ask  if 
we  could  have  a  glass  of  milk  and  some  oat-cake, 
and  his  coming  from  the  “  big  boose  ”  (as  the 
Gualin  is  called),  and  being  besides  a  great 
favourite  with  the  shepherd’s  guid  wife,  had  a 
magical  effect  in  quickly  getting  us  more  than  we 
could  “  hold  our  heads  to  ”  of  creamy  milk,  oat¬ 
cake,  barley  scones,  flour  scones,  and  bannocks. 
To  both  of  us,  desperately  hungry  as  we  were, 
this  was  a  great  treat.  The  invitation  was  given 
metocomeintothe“best  room”;  butthenight  being 
particularly  charming,  I  preferred  to  do  a  “  dine 
in  the  open  furth,”  using  one  of  the  several  large 
stones  close  together  on  the  roadside  opposite  the 
cottage  for  my  seat,  and  another  for  my  table. 
Unused  to  such  a  spectacle,  three  or  four  of  the 
shepherd’s  dogs,  sitting  on  their  haunches  in  front 
of  the  house,  gazed  intently  at  me  all  the  while, 
and  the  ducks,  hens,  and  chicks,  their  cariosity 
much  excited,  quickly  gathered  around,  wondering, 
doubtless,  what  was  up.  Neil,  with  that  respect¬ 
fulness  characteristic  of  the  Highland  gillie,  not 
presuming  to  eat  beside  me,  retired  to  the  house, 
from  which  he  did  not  emerge  till  he  had  received 
the  assurance  that  I  had  satisfied  myself  to  the 
full,  and  was  ready  once  more  to  take  the  road. 
Before  we  had  long  started  we  found  it  was  eight 
o’clock ;  and  this  was  just  a  whole  hour  later  than 
the  time  that  I  had  arranged  for  the  trap  to  meet 
me  at  Grudie  Bridge,  from  which  we  were  still 


14 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[January  10,  1S91. 


nearly  a  mile  and  a-half  distant.  Nowhere  could 
we  see  Jehu  between  us  and  the  bridge,  or  farther 
away  along  the  hill-side ;  and  now  Neil  and  I 
began  to  tbink  that  we  would  have  to  man  our¬ 
selves  up  to  do  on  foot  the  additional  eight  miles  of 
road  still  before  us  to  Durness  Hotel. 

When  we  had  got  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
bridge,  I  felt  quite  certain  that  the  trap  had  re¬ 
turned  to  Durness,  and  I  was  just  in  the  act  of 
saying  to  Neil,  “  I’m  afraid  that  the  fish  you  hid 
beneath  the  stone  will  not  be  taken  by  you  this 
evening  to  the  Gualin,”  when  on  the  brae  up  from 
the  bridge,  which  was  not  yet  in  sight,  there  ap¬ 
peared  advancing  towards  us  at  a  rapid  swinging 
pace  a  bronzed  wiry  little  fellow,  behind  whom 
at  some  distance  came  a  Jehu,  with  two  in  hand. 
“  We  are  all  right  now,  Neil,’’  I  said  ;  “  here’s 
Johnnie  Sutherland,  the  gillie,  and  there’s  the  trap 
for  me  following  him  up.”  Welcoming  the  sight 
of  Johnnie’s  cheery  face,  and  giving  him  a  hearty 
hand-shake,  I  inquired  how  he  was  always  getting 
ou.  “  Nicely,  nicely,”  he  replied ;  “  but  this  has 
been  an  awful  day.  Since  nine  in  the  morning 
up  till  an  hour  ago  I  have  been  racing  up  and 
down  the  river-side,  up  to  the  top  of  Mr.  Brown’s 
water  and  down  to  the  foot  of  the  sea  pools,  and 
back  and  fore  all  the  time  without  halting  a 
moment.”  “  Why,”  said  I,  “  I  expected  you  up 
to  the  loch,  or  if  you  did  not  get  that  length  that 
you  would  meet  me  as  I  fished  down  Mr.  Leigh’s 
section  of  the  river.  A  message  to  this  effect  I 
sent  you  by  the  driver  of  the  mail  cart.”  I  was 
truly  sorry  for  Johnnie,  who  all  day  without 
scarcely  a  moment’s  rest  had  torn  up  and  down 
the  side  of  the  kyle,  the  sea  pools,  and  the  lower 
beat  of  the  river,  all  to  no  purpose,  and  all  owing 
to  the  stupidity  of  the  driver  of  the  mail,  to  whom 
I  gave  explicit  instructions  to  tell  him  from  me  to 
come  up  the  river  to  the  loch,  or  at  least  to  hold 
on  till  he  should  find  me,  wherever  that  might  be. 

As  one  hangs  on  another  drops  off,  so  Johnnie 
being  now  attached,  Neil,  who  had  done  me  such 
good  service,  bade  mo  good-bye,  lifted  his  cap,  and 
turning  on  his  heel,  sped  lightly  onwards  toward 
the  Gualin.  As  we  drove  along,  I  asked  Johnnie 
to  tell  me  exactly  what  the  message  was  that  the 
mail-driver  gave  him  for  me.  “  Oh,”  said  he,  “  it 
was  just  to  come  to  the  Dionard  to  meet  you ; 
there  was  not  a  single  word  from  him  about  com¬ 
ing  to  the  loch.  It  is  always  the  same  with  mes¬ 
sages  sent  by  word  of  mouth,  and  Mr.  Murdoch 
should  remember  this  in  future.  If  you  had  sent 
me  a  note  it  would  have  been  all  right,  but  that 
little  fellow  of  a  driver  by  whom  you  sent  the 
message  being  but  half  up  to  the  English,  had  not 
understood  aright  what  the  purport  of  your  mes¬ 
sage  was.”  I  was  quite  willing  to  believe  that 
this  explanation  of  Johnnie’s  was  the  correct  one, 
and  thereupon  I  intimated  to  him  that  I  had  re¬ 
solved  never  again  to  entrust  a  driver  of  a  Suther¬ 
land  Royal  Mail  Cart  with  a  verbal  message,  since 
this  had  proved  the  third  time  during  my  tour 
that  such  a  message,  either  forgot  or  bungled,  had 
caused  both  myself  and  others  a  deal  of  annoy¬ 
ance,  and  in  one  case  no  little  unnecessary  expense. 

It  was  half-past  nine  o’clock  when,  after  a  most 
pleasant  drive  on  this  midsummer  evening  of 
gorgeous  cloudland,  we  reached  the  hotel  amid 
the  green  knolls  of  Durness,  of  which  there  is 
quite  a  labyrinth.  The  landlady  was  much  con¬ 
cerned,  offered  me  profuse  apologies  for  having  to 
stow  me  away  in  the  garret,  a  little  place  close 
under  the  slates,  difficult  to  find  out,  and  so  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  to  that  it  took  all  Johnnie  Sutherland’s 
ingenuity  and  pushing  power  to  force  my  traps 
iuto  it.  After  attending  to  some  correspondence, 
J  ashed  the  landlady  to  call  Johnnie,  to  whom  I 
intimated  my  wish  that  he  should  find  out  and 
bring  to  the  hotel  Davie  Mackenzie,  the  historian 
of  Durness,  that  wonderful  repository  of  old  lore, 
whose  yarns  about  the  great  Lord  Reay,  Donald 
Abrach.  Donald  Macurracher  More,  Rob  Don  the 
Gaelic  bard,  the  Black  Garter,  &c.,  &c.,'it  had  in 
bygone  days  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  listen 
to.  Off  went  Johnnie,  and  presently  returned 
with  Davie,  who,  grasping  my  hand  and  shaking 
it  violently,  assured  me  that  he  was  “neffer 
pefore  so  glad,  so  rejoiced  to  see  Mr.  Murdoch 
back  to  Durness  once  again,  whateffer.”  “  Come 
away  then,  Davie,  and  you  Johnnie,  too,”  said  I, 
‘‘and  have  just  a  wee  wee  of  the  mountain  dew, 
as  I  am  well  sure  you  both  must  be  very  dry.” 
“  And  indeed  we  will  no  refuse  it,”  said  Davie, 
“since  it  will  be  Mr.  Murdoch’s  pleasure  to  be  so 
tiud. ” 


After  ten  o’clock  my  friend,  Mr.  Brown,  son  of 
the  lessee  of  one  of  the  beats  of  the  Dionard,  re¬ 
turned  from  the  fishing,  having  been  out  all  day  up 
to  this  late  hour,  without  even  so  much  as  moving 
a  single  fish.  With  this  gentleman  I  was  con- 
versing  outside  in  front  of  the  verandah,  when 
word  reached  me  that  Mr.  Johnstone  had  got  to 
the  Gualin  about  ten  o’clock,  bringing  with  him 
from  the  loch  two  salmon  and  four  sea  trout.  This 
to  me  was  very  gratifying  news.  In  the  evening 
there  had  been  a  fine  breeze,  during  which  the 
fish  came  on  splendidly,  the  two  salmon  being 
caught  in  a  very  short  time. 

Ob,  that  garret !  I  must  hold  it  responsible  for 
a  mishap  which  befel  me,  but  which  fortunately 
was  ludicrous  instead  of  serious.  When  making 
my  way  for  it  about  eleven  o’clock  I  had  to 
clamber  up  a  steep  and  narrow  stair,  the  top  of 
which  I  had  reached,  but  thinking  I  had  still 
another  step  to  go  I  lifted  my  foot,  which  failing 
to  find  the  supposed  step  made  me  slip,  and  down 
I  came  by  the  run,  face  to  the  stair  and  feet  fore¬ 
most,  landing  with  a  tremendous  rumble  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stair,  close  to  which  instantly  opened 
a  door,  whence  popped  out  the  head  of  a  scraggy 
looking  individual,  who,  with  grave  alarm  depicted 
on  his  countenance,  asked  in  a  voice  indicative  of 
mortal  terror,  “  Is  there  any  more  coming  ?  ” 
With  all  the  serenity  I  could  command  I  told  him 
to  compose  himself,  for  as  the  house  was  new 
and  earthquakes  never  went  so  far  from  home  as 
Durness  he  was  not  in  the  least  danger. 

Without  having  dreamt  of  fish,  fishing,  or  even 
falls  (!)  I  was  up  next  morning  by  seven  o’clock 
to  see  after  the  getting  of  a  stock  of  sand  eels  for 
my  day  among  the  sea  trout  on  the  Kyle.  This 
day’s  sport,  all  obtained  in  the  short  space  of  five 
hours,  was  very  respectable — to  two  rods  a  score 
at  least  of  sea  trout  run  and  lost,  and  eighteen 
landed,  several  of  which  were  close  on  31b.  In 
the  evening  I  drove  back  to  Rhiconich,  much  re¬ 
gretting  all  the  way  that  I  had  not  the  time  for 
another  trial  of  the  Kyle,  to  go  with  Mr.  Brown 
to  fish  the  Lower  Dionard,  and  to  have  a  day’s 
sport  on  the  river  Polly,  permission  for  which 
Mr.  Mclver  had  kindly  secured  for  me. 


THE  OYKEL  AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 

By  W.  McBouncer. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

This,  the  concluding  article  on  this  famous  sal¬ 
mon  river,  must  of  necessity  be  composed  of 
random  observations,  chosen,  so  far  as  practic¬ 
able,  to  be  of  interest  and  utility  to  the  angler. 

As  all  that  has  already  been  written  applies  ex¬ 
clusively  to  salmon  and  grilse  angling,  it  may  now 
be  mentioned  that  yellow  trout  are  so  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  so  diminutive  in  size,  that  angling  for 
them  is  seldom,  if  ever,  resorted  to.  Sea  trout 
fishing  is,  however,  worth  trying,  especially  about 
the  falls,  where  excellent  sport  may  at  times  be 
obtained.  The  best  month  is  July  and  the  next 
best  is  August,  but  under  favourable  conditions 
fairly  good  sport  may  be  had  both  earlier  and 
later. 

The  pools  below  Langwell  Lodge  fish  better 
when  the  river  is  pretty  high,  no  matter  where 
the  wind  is  from ;  but  for  a  mile  or  two  above 
Langwell  the  river  affords  better  sport  with  a 
medium  volume  of  water  and  with  a  fairish 
breeze  either  from  the  west  or  from  the 
south.  The  very  earliest  spring  fishiDg  is  to  be 
had  on  the  stretch  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
near  Inveroykel  to  about  a  mile  and  a-half  above 
Langwell. 

When  a  heavy  flood  takes  place  it  is  a  character¬ 
istic  of  the  Oykel  to  turn  very  brown  and  muddy  on 
account  of  sandbanks  falling  into  it,  but  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  it  resumes  its  transparency 
and  is  in  good  angling  form.  During  spring  the 
water  is  generally  transparent,  but  in  summer  it 
frequently  assumes  a  brownish  colour.  The  lower 
pools  fish  much  better  the  first  day  after  a  spate, 
but  on  all  the  casts  on  the  upper  reaches  the 
second  day  after  a  flood  is  best.  It  may  also  be 
mentioned  that  spring  frosts,  even  when  severe, 
very  seldom  interfere  much  with  the  angling. 

In  their  ascent  to  the  upper  pools  salmon  move 
very  much  more  slowly,  and  rest  far  more  fre¬ 
quently,  in  spring  than  during  summer,  and  in  April 
and  May  they,  as  a  rule,  show  more  game  than  at 
any  other  time.  Taking  them  on  the  whole,  grilse 
increase  in  size  as  the  season  advances  until  about 


the  middle  of  July.  Although  the  Einig  is  only 
a  tributary  of  the  Oykel,  and  although  the 
districts  traversed  by  each  are  almost  iden¬ 
tical,  the  difference  between  their  finny  inhabi¬ 
tants  is  very  marked ,  the  salmon  on  the  former 
stream  being  much  more  sportive  and  better 
shaped  than  on  the  latter.  The  Einig  fish  possess 
most  of  the  points  which  go  to  form  the  angler’s 
beau  ideal  of  a  salmon,  being  short  and  thick,  with 
small  heads  and  tails.  Smolts  are  to  be  met  with 
more  or  less  all  the  year  round,  but  about  the 
month  of  April  is  generally  the  time  they  are  seen 
in  greatest  numbers. 

In  former  times  the  angling  on  Oykel  and 
Einig  was  much  more  prolific  in  sport  than  it  is 
now.  In  common  with  almost  all  the  salmon 
streams  in  the  north,  the  fishing  has  been  deterio¬ 
rating  year  by  year  for  a  considerable  period. 
There  may  be  more  causes  than  one  for  this 
falling  off,  but  the  persistent  netting  on  the  tidal 
waters  has  undoubtedly  a  great  deal  to  answer 
for.  The  Duke  of  Sutherland  set  a  noble  example 
in  abolishing  the  Invershin  fishings  in  1889.  The 
benefit  to  the  Oykel  angling  is  already  appreciable, 
for  the  past  season  (1890)  has  been  the  best  ex¬ 
perienced  since  1883.  It  is  said  that  bis  grace 
made  overtures  to  the  other  proprietors  interested 
with  the  view  of  abolishing  all  the  net  fishings  on 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland.  The  Craggandubh, 
Invercharron,  South  Bonar,  Scalp,  and  Skibo 
fishings  are,  however,  still  in  full  swing,  and  the 
more’s  the  pity.  Were  it  not  for  these  nettings 
the  angling  on  Carron,  Shin,  Cassley,  and  Oykel 
would  be  exceptionally  good.  The  net  fishings 
most  injurious  to  angling  are  understood  to  be 
those  connected  with  the  Balnagown  estate. 

As  some  of  the  Oykel  pools  are  of  considerable 
width  a  lot  of  wading  is  necessary,  especially  on 
the  south  bank.  A  17ft.  rod  is  the  most  suitable 
for  salmon  angling  and  a  16ft.  one  for  grilse. 

Regarding  flies,  of  which  no  notice  has  yet  been 
made,  it  should  be  stated  that  for  the  volume  of 
water  a  larger  fly  is  required  when  the  river  has 
the  spring  coldness  than  when  it  has  the  ordinary 
summer  temperature.  Of  course  at  all  times  the 
higher  the  water  the  larger  the  fly,  and  what 
would  be  the  smallest  fly  for  very  early  spring 
would  be  too  large  for  the  highest  water  in  July ; 
in  short,  according  to  temperature  and  volume  of 
water,  the  flies  are  reduced  in  size  as  the  season 
advances.  Taking  Messrs.  William  Bartleet  and 
Son’s  scale  of  Limerick  bend,  No.  2/0  is  the 
largest  size  ever  required  on  the  Oykel  and  that 
only  in  early  spring.  The  medium  at  that  time 
is  1£.  Good  serviceable  sizes  according  to  volume 
of  water  during  April  and  May  are  from  Nos.  1  to 
4  inclusive,  and  in  the  Nos.  from  4  to  8  inclusive 
are  to  be  found  the  best  summer  sizes.  All  local 
anglers  of  prolonged  experience  on  both  Oykel 
and  Einig,  and  whose  judgment  may  therefore  be 
accepted  as  the  most  correct,  are  unanimous  in 
giving  Jock  Scott  the  foremost  place,  Childers  the 
second,  and  Northern  Wasp  the  third.  Other 
favourites  are  Barber,  Butcher,  Bishop,  Silver 
Doctor,  Black  Doctor,  Blue  Doctor,  Durham 
Ranger,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  and  Highland 
Lassie.  The  Northern  Wasp  is  locally  known  as 
the  Bee  or  as  the  Charlie,  while  Highland  Lassie 
is  almost  the  same  pattern  as  the  Enys  of  the 
Thurso  river. 

Perhaps  a  correction  should  here  be  made  of  a 
slight  mistake  in  the  article  which  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette's  issue  of  8th  November  last, 
p.  242,  where  it  is  stated  that  the  heaviest  known 
salmon  landed  with  the  rod  on  the  Oykel  weighed 
341b.  Instead  of  that  it  should  have  been  32£lb. 
It  was  caught  on  Long  Pool  by  Mr.  W.  Hugh 
MacLeod,  the  present  head  keeper  at  Langwell. 
The  next  authenticated  heaviest  fish  was  a  thirty- 
pounder,  landed  by  Mr.  Bannatyne,  on  Sgolbaich 
Bheag. 

The  pools,  tributaries,  and  lochs  of  Oykel  and 
Einig,  and  the  historical  associations  of  the 
district  have  now  been  fully  described.  All  other 
items  of  interest  to  the  angler,  such  as  state  of 
weather  and  water,  seasons,  flies,  fishing  rods, 
and  what  not,  have  been  exhaustively  treated. 
Therefore,  in  bringing  the  subject  to  a  conclusion, 
it  may  with  confidence  be  stated  that  whatever 
shortcomings  the  foregoing  account  may  possess — 
and  no  doubt  there  are  many — it  may  be  relied 
on  for  general  accuracy,  as  the  most  experienced 
in  all  matters  connected  with  the  river  and  its 
fishing  qualities  have  been  consulted.  The  writer 
would  particularly  express  his  indebtedness  to 
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Mr.  Hugh  MacLeod,  Langwell,  and  Mr.  John 
Mackay,  gillie,  Oykel  Bridge,  for  placing  at  his 
disposal  the  result  of  many  years’  practical 
experience  and  close  observation.  Long  may 
the  Oykel  anglers  have  the  benefit  of*  their 
experience. 


Hotes 


Those  who  doubt  the  value  of  fish  culture 
should  read  the  letter  from  New  Zealand,  from 
Mr.  W.  H.  Spackman,  which  we  publish  this  week. 


It  is  expected  that  the  early  opening  of  the  Tay 
(Jan.  15)  will  benefit  the  rod  fishing  generally 
Salmon  fishers  should  note  Mr.  Nicol’s  advertise¬ 
ment  of  his  free  fishing  for  visitors  to  his  hotel. 
He  has  about  five  miles  of  the  river,  including 
some  excellent  casts. _ 

A  Worcester  correspondent  says:  —  “Some 
days  ago,  in  a  hop  yard  a  few  miles  from 
\\  orcester,  a  rather  peculiar  accident  happened, 
which,  unfortunately,  has  destroyed  all — or  nearly 
ad— -the  fish  in  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in 
the  kingdom.  In  a  large  tank  they  were  boiling 
creosote  and  tar  together,  making  a  pickle  in  which 
to  dip  the  hop  poles  to  preserve  them ;  and  it  is 
said  that  on  pouring  in  an  additional  barrel  of  tar 
violent  ebullition  took  place,  a  great  quantity  of 
the  liquid  running  down  a  ditch  into  the  upper  part 
of  what  is  called  Leigh  Brook,  soon  after  which 
large  numbers  of  splendid  fish  were  lying  dead 
upon  the  water,  all  the  way  from  Suckleydowu  to 
the  Bridge  of  Stone ;  and  further  down  the  stream 
near  its  confluence  with  the  Teme,  I  heard  of  two 
fine  salmon  being  found  dead,  no  doubt  from  the 
same  cause.” 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

• • an<?, ®0me  very  heayy  takes  “ay  be  ex¬ 
pected  during  this  month. 

During  the  last  week  two  very  heavy  fish  have 

fc  akeoV,n°  fr0ru  Hall’s  Creek>  weighing  no 
less  than  241b.  2oz.,  and  another  from  the  Selwyn, 

S  ank  *'  Maddook'  which 

t,  ,5* th®  Waitaki  some  wonderful  sport  has  been 

and'l  °A?cL  11  and  12>  Messrs.  Gordon 

and  Luck  (the  latter,  by-the-bye,  rather  a  good 

name  for  an  angler),  of  Waimate,  landed  fifty- 
eight  trout,  weighing  3981b.  On  Oct.  28th,  the 
®a“e  a“glers  caught  six,  weighing  481b.  On  Oct. 
14th,  Messrs.  E.  C.  and  P.  Studholme  and  Mr.  G. 
B.  Bullock  landed  fifteen,  the  largest  81b.,  the 
total  weight  being  741b.,  the  Devon  and  Phan- 
tom  being  the  best  baits.  The  Waimakariri  is 
still  unfishable,  but  will  yield  heavily  as  soon  as 
it  is  in  order. 

On  Nov.  15th  I  took  eight  fish  from  the  Okuku, 
a  river  which  has  been  stocked  entirely  during 
the  last  four  years,  the  average  weight  of  these 
fish  being  4^1b  W.  H.  Spaceman. 

Christchurch,  Nov.  24, 1890. 


A  Note  from  Switzerland.—11  Scene :  Drawing¬ 
room  of  hotel  at  Montreux,  Switzerland.  Lady  takes 
up  Fishing  Gazette ,  and  instantly  throws  it  down 
again,  remarking  that  she  thought  it  was  Truth. 

Madam,  I  said,  1  that  is  truth,  for  it  is  a  journal 
written  by  anglers  for  anglers.’  To  which  the 

lady  replied . thus,  Mr.  Editor. 

exposing  her  ignorance  of  the  intense  love  of 
veracity  which  is  innate  in  every  angler.” 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  season  opened  here  in  Canterbury  on  Oct. 
1st,  and  during  the  past  six  weeks  the  suow 
rivers  have  been  almost  unfishable  the  whole  time 
through  the  remarkable  continuance  of  north-west 
winds,  which  melting  the  snow  on  the  ranges  has 
kept  these  rivers  in  perpetual  flood.  As  the°y  were 
known  to  be  swarming  with  large  fish  this  has  been 
all  the  more  annoying.  Two  hours’  fishing  in  the 
Waimakariri  on  October  7  gave  me  two  nice  fish, 
weighing  51b.  and  71b.,  but  then  the  flood  came 
down  and  the  river  has  been  since  unapproach¬ 
able.  The  Selwyn  has  been  remarkable  this  year 
for  the  number  of  fish,  and  also  for  their  extra¬ 
ordinary  weights.  Mr.  Greenslade,  on  October  24 
took  seven  fish,  121b.,  101b.,  101b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and 
two  smaller  fish,  about  31b.  each.  Twelve  pound 
fish  have  been  quite  common,  and  at  least  thirty 
of  that  weight  have  been  taken  from  the  Lower 
Selwyn  during  this  last  month,  while  fish  131b. 
and  141b.  have  not  been  rare.  I  find  entered  in 
my  diary,  October  24th,  one  fish,  101b. ;  25th,  four 
fish,  121b.,  101b ,  81b.,  61b.  ;  Nov.  1st,  one  fish, 
101b.  ;  Nov.  5th,  seven  fish,  weight  221b. ;  Nov. 
6th,  six  fish,  weight  211b. ;  Nov.  7th,  one,  121b. ; 
two,  61b.  each  ;  one,  21b.  Nov.  9th,  one  fish.  13Ub  ’ 
one,  8^1b.  ’  1  ’ 

In  the  Temuka  river  the  following  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  takes  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  16:  Mr.  Nicholas 
four  :  Mr.  Mason,  three  fine  trout,  weighing  161b' 
On  Thursday,  Oct.  9th,  Messrs.  Nicholas  and 
Smith  landed  from  the  Rangitata  twelve  fine  fish 
scaling  1011b  ,  Mr.  Nicholas  lauding  nine,  and  Mr! 
Smith  three,  one  over  141b.  Mr.  Veloin  landed 
seven,  one  over  171b.  On  the  following  Saturday 
Mr.  W.  Cooper  landed  ten,  the  largest  over  61b. 
Most  of  these  were  taken  by  spinning  with  a 
Phantom. 

On  Monday  last,  Nov.  10th,  Mr.  Greenslade, 
fishing  on  the  Selwyn,  landed  a  very  fine  brace  of 
trout,  weighing  13£lb.  and  14Alb.  respectively. 
The  north-westers  are  apparently  now  over  for  a 


BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  SOUTH 
COAST  OF  ANGLESEY. 

By  w.  h.  % 

{Continued  from  page  0.) 

Bass,  no  more  than  salmon,  are  not  to  be  caught 
every  day.  Who  would  care  to  catch  three  or 
tour  salmon  every  day  for  a  month  running  9*  The 
monotony  of  the  sport  would  steal  all  the’  charm 
and  zest  of  fishing.  Bass,  from  their  migratory 
habits,  are  more  difficult  to  fall  upon  than  salmon. 
Given  favourable  weather— that  is  w/tfavourable 
for  every  other  mode  of  fishing-a  rough,  choppy 
sea,  a  perfect  gale  of  wind,  spring  swift  tides, 
cloudy  sky,  and  one  may  shoulder  his  rod  in  all 
the  confidence  of  success.  Then,  and  then  only, 
one  gets  wel  paid  for  the  futile  attempts  in  calm 
weather  I  have  noticed  that  the  evening  tides 
are  much  better  than  the  morning.  The  best 
sport  that  has  fallen  to  a  few  choice  bassers  in 
•  1u ^oca|1^y  kas  always  been  between  six  and 
eight  o  clock  in  the  evening.  Under  less  favour- 
able  circumstances  an  odd  fish  or  two  may  be 
safely  counted  upon.  Occasionally  a  good  pollack, 
cod,  diamond  plaice,  and  even  a  rascally  dog  fish 
takes  the  bait.  Dr.  H.  and  myself  had  a  ten- 
pounder  each  of  the  latter  species  one  evening, 
and  it  was  infinite  sport  to  get  the  long-tailed 
devfls  to  the  net.  We  left  them  on  the  rocks  to 
shrivel  into  parchment,  as  a  warning  to  the  greedy 
tribe  of  the  penalty  of  deceiving  honest  anglers. 
A  tew  bass  have  been  caught  by  spinning  with  a 
Gregory  bait  along  the  edges  of  the  rocks  in  a  very 

r0Ui’,„sea’  and  even  “  calra  weather,  Mr.  Goslim* 
and  Mr.  R  D.  Williams,  famous  sea  fishermen” 
have  caught  them  at  the  estuary  of  Malltraeth 
Uay.  lheir  modus  operandi  was  as  follows  :  -They 
took  a  boa,t  a,nd  rowed  in  circles  at  the  flush  of 
the  tide,  with  80yds.  of  line  out,  well  baited,  and 
watched  the  jerking  of  the  rods,  which  indicated 
a  fish  fast  enough.  And  no  doubt  on  the  coast  of 
Anglesey  there  is  no  place  where  bass  so  much 

!rGJaer\  a!  bay  name<3>  though  it  is  more 
^  cu -C  b.sb  ^kau  Aberffraw  Bay,  the  experience 
of  fishing  which  is  penned  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
But  boat  fishing  to  many  has  not  the  attraction  of 
rock  fishing. 

Respecting  bait :  The  irresistible  attraction  is 
soft  crab.  No  bass  can  withstand  it.  I  have  seen 
them  coming  at  rag  worms  and  herrings,  snuffing 
and  declining  them  with  disdainful  contempt. 
Mussels  are  good,  sand  eels  better,  but  the  latter 
being  as  nimble  as  grasshoppers  are  difficult  to 
procure.  It  requires  a  very  expert  man  indeed  to 
get  enough  of  them  to  last  for  a  tide.  Soft  crabs 
are  not  easily  to  be  got  in  many  places.  Here,  at 
Aberftraw,  a  village  on  the  seashore,  three  miles 
from  l  y  Croes  Station  on  the  Chester  and  Holy- 
head  line, any  gentleman  getting  Parry,  the  sexton, 
in  hand  will  get  enough  and  to  spare.  Parry  is 
born  to  catch  crabs  and  bury  the  dead.  It  bein« 
a  very  healthy  locality,  he  has  little  to  do  in  the 
latter  department,  hence  his  attention  is  mostly 
devoted  to  the  burying  places  of  the  crabs.  When 
the  tide  is  out,  Parry  walks  over  miles  of  rocky 
slippery,  sea-weeded  coasts,  perfectly  at  his  ease,' 
and  pulls  crabs  and  lobsters  out  of  hidden  crevices 


and  holes  known  only  to  himself.  The  hard  crus- 
taceans  he  sells  over  a  wide  area,  and  the  soft  are 
given  for  a  trifle  as  bait  to  gentlemen.  He  is  a 
great  favourite  in  the  angling  community  ;  his 
genial  face  and  obliging  nature  have  often  pro¬ 
cured  him  a  stiff  dose  of  whisky.  Like  all  mortals 
he  has  one  or  two  failings.  His  English,  to  say 
the  least,  is  rather  amusing,  and  the  subtleties  of 
syntax  are  above  his  comprehension.  A  specimen 
will  suffice.  Bringing  more  than  usual  of  soft 
crabs  to  a  gentleman  one  morning,  he  was  asked 
to  preserve  a  part  of  it  for  the  following  day.  Parry 
hurriedly  and  excitedly  stammered  the  reply 
“  N?>  8ir  !  No,  sir  •'  No  preserves.  Crabs  not  make 
no  jam.”  (To  he  continued.) 


$otes  anij  %tntes 

The  Snipe  Shooting  of  Angling.— The  late 
Colonel  Hawker,  who  lived  at  Longparish,  Hants 
in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  declared  in  his 
once  famous  work,  “  Instructions  to  Young  Sports¬ 
men,”  that  “  fly-fishing  was  the  snipe-shooting  of 
angling,  and  that  in  his  day  both  early  trout 
fishing  and  long-bill  shooting  might  be  pursued 
alternately  if  the  fish  would  not  rise.  Killing  dace 
with  the  Black  Midge,  or  even  the  natural  fly,  on  a 
gravelly  scour  is  pretty  sport  in  July  or  August. 
Occasionally— say  about  once  or  so  in  a  decade- 
on  the  hedges  around  the  hay  fields  in  summer 
immense  quantities  of  the  lesser  chafer  are  to  be 
found.  Chub  like  this  form  of  food,  only  the  fish 
are  then  mostly  out  of  condition.  Dace  and  roach, 
too,  will  come  at  a  small  Red  Spinner  in  shallo  wish 
mill-tail  water  ;  and  every  country  boy  has  taken 
lots  of  bleak  in  spring  by  casting  a  yard  or  so  of 
gut  and  a  small  hook,  with  a  morsel  of  fat  bacon 
as  bait,  over  the  ever  eager  fish  heading  up  a-top 
of  the  water.  Dace  and  young  gudgeon  will  some¬ 
times  stanc  )eing  stared  at  by  the  novice  as  he 
baits  with  red  worm,  and  enjoys  the  fascination 
of  seeing  several  gudgeon  fighting  for  the  bait. 
Should  a  6oz.  perch  sail  round  to  see  “  what’s  up,” 
the  boy’s  heart  beats  all  the  quicker.  He  rebaits 
his  hook,  and  throws  into  deeper  water,  and  per¬ 
haps  catches  a  perch  or  a  roach,  and  gradually 
becomes  initiated  into  the  secret  that  the  bigger 
fish  do  not  always  consort  with  the  little  ’uns  — 
Rus. 

Sporting  “Accidents”  in  the  North.— “  A 
serious  shooting  accident  occurred  near  Elgin  to 
Charles  Munro,  engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
Cunard  Company,  presently  spending  a  holiday 
in  the  north.  While  returning  from  a  day’s 
rabbit  shooting  with  some  friends  they  began  in 
frolic  to  fire  at  each  other’s  hats  thrown  up  in  the 
air,  when  Munro  received  in  his  back  the  full 
charge  of  a  gun  fired  by  accident.  The  muscles 
of  the  left  shoulder  were  terribly  torn  and  the 
spine  seriously  in j ured.  On  Friday  last,  at  Cally 
near  Blairgowrie,  Alexander  Seaton,  a  young  far! 
mer,  was  leaning  on  his  gun  when  rabbit  shooting 
with  his  brother,  when  it  1  accidentally’  went  off 
the  contents  entering  his  head  and  caused  instan-’ 
taneous  death.”  Some  new  word  is  wanted  to 
describe  these  affairs.  “  Accidents  ”  they  certainly 
are  not.  “  Tom-foolery”  is  nearer  the  mark. 


We  should  for  one. — Ed, 


Otters  in  the  Reading  District.— On  Monday, 
Collins,  the  ferryman  at  the  Roebuck  Ferry  ’ 
Tilehurst,  brought  into  Reading  a  rather  small 
bitch  otter  which  he  had  found  in  one  of  his  traps 
early  that  morning.  On  the  following  day  the 
mate  was  caught  in  a  trap  set  near  the  same  spot 
by  Edward  Sheppard,  fisherman,  and  proved  to  be 
a  really  magnificent  dog  otter,  measuring  no  less 
than  47in.  The  latter,  which  appeared  to  be  a  very 
young  dog  for  its  size,  and  was  in  the  most  perfect 
condition,  is,  we  are  informed,  in  the  hands  of  a 
taxidermist,  and  will  ultimately  grace  the  club- 
room  of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills.—  Rheumatism  and  Rheu- 
matic  gout  are  the  most  dreaded  of  all  diseases,  because  their 
victims  know  that  they  are  safe  at  no  season,  and  at  no  age  secure 
Holloway  s  Ointment,  after  f  .mentation  of  the  painful  parts  gives 
greater  relief  than  any  other  application  ;  but  it  must  be  diligently 
used  to  obtain  this  desirable  result.  It  has  been  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  rheumatic  subjects  of  all  ages  and  of  both  sexes  f..r 
rendering  their  attacks  less  frequent  and  less  vigorous  and'  for 
repressing  the  sour  perspirations  and  soothing  the  nerves  In 
many  cases  Holloway’s  Ointment  and  Pills  have  proved  the 
greatest  blessings  in  removing  rheumatism  and  rheum  .tic  "out 
which  has  assailed  persons  previously  and  at  the  prime  <>fhfe’ 
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BRITISH  AND  NORWEGIAN 
SALMON  FISHERIES. 

From  a  Norwegian  Point  of  View. 

By  R.  P. 

( Continued  from  page  5.) 

j»Ti  “  Outside  this  district  there  are  in  the  whole  of 
England  extremely  few  lakes  to  which  salmon 
have  access — only  two  indeed  as  far  as  I  know, 
among  which  is  Bala  Lake  in  Wales.  . 

“From  the  salmon  fishing  point  of  view  this 
may  be  considered  a  fault  rather  than  an  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  at  any  rate  in  our  country  it  is  certainly 
considered  a  decided  advantage  when  there  is  a 
lake  upon  the  accessible  portion  of  a  salmon 
river.  The  drawback  just  referred  to  m  regard 
to  the  carrying  away  of  the  roe  from  the  spawn¬ 
ing  places  is  reduced. 

“  More  especially  a  lake  offers  a  comparatively 
safe  retreat  to  those  salmon  which  ascend  the 
river  in  early  summer,  so  that  they  have  a  much 
greater  chance  of  escaping  being  caught  and 
therefore  of  contributing  to  propagation  than  is 
the  case  when  salmon  are  obliged  to  remain  all 
the  time  in  the  river  itself.  And  with  the  large 
amount  of  liberty  in  the  exercise  of  fishing 
permitted  by  our  laws,  every  circumstance  which 
can  prevent  the  capture  of  the  salmon  ascending 
a  river  is  an  obvious  advantage. 

“In  England,  however,  the  want  of  lakes  is  of 
less  importance,  owing  to  the  strong  check  which 
the  law  puts  upon  the  capture  of  salmon,  of  which 
more  hereafter. 

“The  want  of  lakes  is  restricfed  io  ngland 
alone.  In  Scotland,  on  the  contrary,  and  still 
more  so  in  Ireland,  there  are  numbers,  some  of 
very  considerable  extent,  and  of  these  many  are 
accessible  to  salmon,  especially  in  the  latter 
country,  where  a  not  inconsiderable  portion .  of 
the  collective  length  of  the  watercourses  which 
are  accessible  to  salmon  is  composed  of  lakes. 

“  To  give  a  more  precise  idea  of .  i  size  of  the 
British  rivers  as  compared  with)  i  >  Norwegian, 
the  following  list  of  the  salmon  rivers  of  these 
countries  the  extent  of  whose  basins  exceeds 
1,500  square  kilometres  (say  575  square  miles)  is 
appended.  The  rivers  which  from  one  cause  and 
another  do  not  contain  salmon  are  not  included.” 
I  have  put  the  figures  in  square  miles  instead  of 
kilometres. 


Basin. 

River  Square  miles. 

A. — England. 

1.  Severn  ..  ..  1,333 

2.  Ouse,  Yorkshire 

(not  including 
the  portion  be¬ 
low  thej  unction 
with  “  Trent”) . . 

3.  Trent  (not  includ¬ 

ing  the  portion 
below  the  junc¬ 
tion  with  the 
“Ouse”).. 

4.  Wye . 

5.  Avon  and  Stour. . 

<;.  Tyne 

7.  Eden 

8.  Dee . 

11.  TawandTorridge 

10.  Tees . 

11.  Usk . 

12.  Ribble 

13.  Exe . 

B. — Scotland. 

1.  Tay . 

2.  Tweed 

3.  Spey . 

4.  Dee . 

5.  Shin . 

6.  Ness . 

7.  Forth 

C.— Ireland. 

1.  Shannon  .. 

2.  Barrow 

3.  Bann 

4.  Erne 


4,118 


4,035 

1,600 

1,125 

1,123 

910 

810 

786 

704 

631 

580 

580 

2,236 

1,860 

1,184 

760 

722 

616 

614 


Basin, 

River.  Square  miles, 

5.  Blackwater  ..  1,155 

6.  Corrib  . .  . .  1,152 

7.  Foyle  ...  ..  1,093 

8.  Bovne  .-.  ...  994 

9.  Moy .  800 

10.  Slaney  ..  ..  730 

11.  Lee .  690 

D.— Norway. 

1.  Glommen..  ..  15,550 

2.  Drammen  . .  -.  6,490 

3.  Tana  ..  .-.  5,690 

4.  Pasv'ik  ..  4,420 

5.  Skiens  River  ...  4,110 

6.  Alten  ..  ..  2,650 

7.  Namsen  ..  ..  2,420 

8.  Maals  River  . .  2,220 

9.  N umidalsl  a  a  g  e  n  2,175 

10.  Vefsen  . .  . .  1,960 

11.  Ranen  . .  1,620 

12.  Nisser  River  . .  1,220 

13.  Otteren  . .  . .  1,405 

14.  Gula . 1,400 

15.  Orkla  . .  . .  1,342 

16.  Nid . 1,240 

17.  Driva  . .  . .  1,000 

18.  Ros  River . .  . .  830 

19.  Topdal  ..  ..  730 

20.  Sireaaen  ..  ..  720 

21.  Stordal  ..  ..  715 

22.  Stenkjaer  . .  . .  715 

23.  Reisen  . .  . .  715 

24.  Mandal  ..  ..  675 

25.  Saltdal  . .  . .  655 

26.  Kvina  . .  . .  610 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

“  The  total  length  too  of  the  salmon  rivers  is 
greater  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  than  in  Nor¬ 
way.  According  to  the  list  given  above  composed 
by  the  fishing  inspectors  there  are  in  England 
eighty,  and  in  Ireland  190  rivers  which  salmon 
ascend.  In  Scotland  the  number  is  at  least  100  ; 
in  all  the  three  countries  together  at  least  3<U. 
As  regards  Norway,  accurate  lists  are  wanting  of 
, he  salmon  rivers  in  that  country’s  northern  amts, 
but  the  total  numbers  of  such  rivers  cannot  in  any 
case  be  put  higher  than  250,  and  even  that  num- 
jer  is  rather  too  high.  It  appears  then  from  te 
oregoing  statements  that  the  orographic  condi- 
tions  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  in  many 
ways  more  favourable  for  the  salmon  fisheries 
nhan  in  Norway.  And  in  regard  to  the  climatic 
conditions  the  same  applies,  and  that  certainly  in 

a  still  greater  degree.  „  .  . ,  ,  ., 

“Surrounded  as  they  are  on  all  |sides  by  the 
sea,  it  is  quite  natural  that  the  British  Isles 
should  be  characterised  by  a  coast  climate  with  a 
pronouncedly  humid  atmosphere,  mild  winter, 
but  comparatively  little  warmth  in  summer.  The 
rainfall  is  in  consequence  considerable,  and  the 
rivers  have  then  a  supply  of  water  large  in  pro- 
portion  to  the  extent  of  their  basins.  To  explain 
this  better  I  append  the  following  table,  which 
shows  the  yearly  rainfall  within  the  different  dis¬ 
tricts  in  each  of  the  three  different  countries  . 

Number  Average 
ofObser-  Rainfall  in 
District  vatories.Millimetres. 

1.  England  -West  Coast . .  47  1,026 

South  Coast .  18  95o 

East  Coast .  -*7  <?6o 

2.  Scotland.— West  Coast  -  ‘-6  .  1,4»8 

East  and  North  Coast  So  .  867 

3.  Ireland.— West  Coast  8  .  l,Ho 

East,  South,  and  North 

Coasts .  7  904 

The  district  classification  is  so  arranged  that  it 
everywhere  follows  the  watershed.  .To  the  west 
coast  accordingly  belongs  that  portion  of  each 
country  whose  rivers  have  their  mouths  on  the 
west ;  to  the  east  coast  those  which  have  their 
mouths  on  the  east,  and  so  on.  In  England  espe¬ 
cially  the  observatories  are  pretty  well  distributed 
all  over  the  country,  and  are  not  situated  mainly 
on  the  coast.  The  above  figures,  therefore,  in 
reality  convey  a  fairly  correct  idea  of  the  aver¬ 
age  rainfall  throughout  the  entire  country. 

“For  comparison,  the  following  table  of  returns, 
so  far  as  they  are  available  for  a. somewhat  long 
period  of  years,  of  the  rainfall  in  the  different 

parts  of  Norway  is  appended  : — 

Number  Average 
of  Obser-  Rainfall  in 
District.  vatories.Millimetres. 

1.  Finmarkcn  . . .  2  .  316 

2.  Tromsb-Trondhiem  Fjord  .  /  . 

3.  Trondhjem  Fjord— Lindesnaes  ...  9  .  1  > 

4.  South  Coast  .  *»  . 

5.  Ireland .  7  .  516 
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6,912 
3,393 
1,563 
1,510  , 

1  The  table  shows  that  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  there  is  a  total  of  thirty-one  rivers 
whose  basins  exceed  1,500  kilometres  (say  575 
square  miles)  in  extent,  whilst  in  Norway  there 
are  only  twenty-six  such. 

“  It  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  as  regards 
England,  eight  rivers  of  similar  size  are  omitted 
(namely,  the  Thames,  Ouse  in  Cambridgeshire, 
Mersey,  Yare,  Nen,  Witham,  Medway,  and  Wel¬ 
land)  with  a  collective  basin  of  38,480  square  kilo¬ 
metres  (say  14,800  square  miles),  and  one  in  Scot¬ 
land  (the  Clyde)  with  a  basin  of  4,090  square  kilo¬ 
metres  (say  1,570  square  miles),  as  these  rivers  are 
not  visited  by  salmon.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
Norway  no  river  is  left  out,  although  several  of 
those  named — and  amongst  them  the  largest  of 
all,  the  Glommen — are  only  to  a  very  small  [extent 
yisited  by  this  kind  of  fish. 


According  to  this  table  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  the  observations  included  under  Nos.  2, 
3,  and  4  of  the  districts  named  are  practically 
all  situated  at  a  very  short  distance  from  the  sea, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  rainfalls  given  can  only 
apply  to  the  sea  margin  itself,  but  not — as  the 
corresponding  information  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland— to  the  whole  of  the  basins  which 
adjoin  the  parts  of  the  coast  named. 

“In  effect  it  appears  from  the  foregoing  ob¬ 
servations — whose  number  is  far  and  away  too 
small  to  be  able  to  give  an  accurate  and  full 
account  of  the  circumstances — that  the  rainfalls 
even  at  a  comparatively  short  distance  from  the 
coast  in  several  places  at  any  rate  is  much  less 
than  at  the  immediately  outlying  places  of 
observation.  Thus  the  station  Fagernaes  in 
Ofoten  has  a  rainfall  of  only  502  millimetres, 
whilst  Lodingen, situated  scarcely  37  miles  further 
out,  has  a  rainfall  of  1,205  millimetres.  At  the 
head  of  the  Sogne  Fjord  the  rainfall  goes  down 
to  312,  whilst  the  nearest  stations  outside  on  the 
coast  situated  at  Floro  and  Bergen  show  a  rain¬ 
fall  of  1,912  and  1,835  millimetres  respectively. 
These  examples  would  show  that  the  rainfalls 
given  above,  applying  to  tho  stretch  of  coast 
from  Trornso  to  Lindesnaes,  aro  very  much  higher 
than  the  average  rainfall  on  the  whole  of  the 
basins  of  the  rivers  which  empty  themselves  on 
that  part  of  the  coast. 

“  And  although  in  a  somewhat  minor  degree, 
the  same  would  apply  with  regard  to  tho  rainfalls 
given  for  the  south  coast.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  places  of  observa¬ 
tion  nearly  all  lie  at  a  little  height  only  above  the 
sea,  and  that  the  rainfall  generally  increases  with 


the  height,  so  that  it  rains  or  snows  more  on  the 
mountains  than  in  the  neighbouring  valleys.  In 
reality,  therefore,  the  quantity  of  rain  which  falls 
for  example  in  inner  Sogn  is  undoubtedly  greater 
than  the  observations  from  Laerdal  report. 

“  This  discrepancy,  which  is  due  to  the  places 
of  observation  for  the  greatest  part  being  situated 
practically  on  the  sea,  is  therefore  in  reality 
scarcely  so  very  great,  though  not  to  be  entirely 
lost  sight  of. 

“  It  appears,  I  think,  from  these  explanations, 
and  from  an  immediate  comparison  of  the  above 
tables,  that  the  yearly  rainfall  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  is  greater  than  in  our  country,  from 
which  it  follows  that  the  rivers  of  these  countries 
are  on  the  average  better  supplied  with  water  than 
ours  with  basins  of  the  same  size. 

“Thus,  also,  those  countries  have  an  advantage 
over  us,  in  that  it  is  evident  that  a  river  well 
supplied  with  water,  and  similarly  placed  in  other 
respects,  will  be  able  to  produce  more  salmon  than 
one  of  the  same  length  less  well  off  for  water.  The 
said  advantage  tends  also  to  reduce  the  evil  effects 
of  the  extensive  pollution  to  which  especially 
England’s  and  several  of  Scotland’s  rivers  are  ex¬ 
posed,  and  to  which  I  propose  referring  later. 

“  Of  much  greater  importance  to  tho  salmon 
fisheries  than  the  heavier  rainfall,  however,  is 
another  characteristic  of  the  climate  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  compared  with,  that  of 
Norway — namely,  the  mildness  of  the  winter.  In 
order  fully  to  explain  the  importance  of  this 
factor,  I  will  in  the  first  instance  give  some 
information  respecting  the  corresponding  con¬ 
ditions  in  our  own  country. 

“It  is  well  known  that,  setting  aside  the  sea 
coast,  the  low  winter  temperature  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  especially  in  the  southern  and 
western  parts  of  the  country,  causes  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  fall  which  takes  place  with  us 
during  that  time  of  the  year  to  come  in  the  form 
of  snow,  which  remains  unmelted  until  spring  or 
sumrutr.  Moreover,  the  fall  is  comparatively 
slight  during  the  three  first  months  of  the  year. 
Partly  from  this,  partly  on  account  of  tho  strong 
lower  of  the  frost  to  bind  the  water  collected  on 
he  surface  of  the  earth,  it  follows  that  the  volume 
of  water  in  our  rivers,  practically  everywhere 
ihroughout  winter — especially  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March— falls  to  a  minimum, 
which  those  unacquainted  with  the  conditions, 
and  who  have  only  seen  the  rivers  in  spring  or 
autumn,  would  hardly  think  possible.  .Even  in 
very  considerable  watercourses  the  river  ,  bed 
often  under  such  circumstances  shrinks  to  a  single 
small  channel  with  a  volume  of  water  so  small 
that  it  would  more  properly  be  called  a  brook 
than  a  river.  This  applies  above  all  to  the 
northern  rivers,  where  the  shrinkage  of  the  volume 
of  water  during  winter  in  many  places  is  quite 
astonishing. 

“  Inasmuch  then  as  the  salmon  prefer  deposit¬ 
ing  their  roe  in  places  where  the  water  at 
spawning  time  is  shallow,  in  winter  these  become 
to  a  great  extent  dry,  and  the  roe  there  left  is 
exposed  for  a  long  time  to  the  full  effects  of  frost, 
ice,  and  drought.  Now  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
freezing  of  salmon  roe  does  not  absolutely  neces¬ 
sitate  the  death  of  the  embryo  fish,  as  it  is  certain 
that  a  frost  of  short  duration,  and  not  of  very  great 
severity,  succeeded  by  a  thaw  of  the  water,  can 
take  place  under  certain  circumstances  without 
appreciable  injury  to  the  roe.  On  the  other  hand 
it  appears  that  experience  with  artificial  breeding 
goes  to  show  that  a  hard  frost  of  long  duration 
always  involves  the  death  of  the  embryo  fish,  and 
especially  does  it  seem  little  likely  that  roe  should 
survive  this  process  when  it  lies  buried  or  secreted 
in  the  gravel  exposed  to  the  different  pressures 
and  shiftiDgs  which  are  the  result  of  freezing  and 
the  succeeding  thaw.  It  can,  therefore,  be  hardly 
doubted  that  roe  thus  situated  must  run  to  waste. 
But  this  is  not  the  only,  in  many  places  not  even 
the  greatest,  danger  with  which  winter  threatens 
the  propagation  of  salmon  in  our  watercourses. 
In  a  great  number  of  our  salmon  rivers,  though 
certainly  not  in  them  all,  thero  occurs  more  or 
less  ‘  Isgang  ’  (drifting  of  surface  ice)  of  greater 
or  less  violence. 

“  In  several  rivers  such  an  occurrence  seldom  or 
never  takes  place  more  than  once  a  year,  and  in 
that  case  either  in  midwinter  or  towards  spring  ; 
in  others  again  it  occurs  repeatedly—  as  many  as 
six  or  eight  times — in  the  same  year.  This  last 
applies  only,  of  course,  to  the  coast  districts. 
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where  the  changeableness  of  the  winter  often, 
time  after  time,  brings  about  severe  and  sudden 
thaws,  which  cause  the  rivers  to  swell  up  rapidly 
in  a  short  time.  At  times  certainly  the  drift  ice 
can  proceed  fairly  quickly  without  any  very  great 
damming  up  of  the  ice  in  the  water.  At  other  times 
and  in  other  places,  again,  it  is  extremely  violent. 
Ice  mounds  of  wonderful  height  are  formed  ;  huge 
masses  of  ice  are  carried  far  over  the  river 
bank ;  enormous  stones  are  borne  by  the  ice  far 
down  the  river  or  over  the  land.  Bridges  and 
other  constructions  are  carried  away,  whole 
gravel  banks  disappear  to  reappear  in  other  places, 
deep  pools  are  filled  up,  whilst  new  ones  are 
formed  elsewhere,  and  so  on.  There  are  instances 
of  ice  mounds  five  metres  in  height  being  thrown 
up,  while  in  other  places  such  huge  masses  of  ice 
have  been  carried  in  over  the  roads  that  numbers 
of  men  have  had  to  be  collected  in  order  to  clear 
them. 

“  This  ‘  Isgang  ’  goes  on  either  at  the  time  when 
the  salmon  roe  is  not  yet  hatched  out,  or  imme¬ 
diately  after  that  has  taken  place  ;  therefore,  in 
the  last  case,  whilst  the  young  salmon  still  carry 
their  large  vesicles,  at  which  stage  of  existence 
they  are  particularly  sensitive  to  external  pres¬ 
sure,  and  are  altogether  extremely  helpless. 

“  Now  as  the  masses  of  ice  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  ‘  Isgang  ’  frequently  scrape  the  bottom 
with  great  violence  for  long  distances,  especially  in 
shallow  water — where  the  spawning  ground  is — 
it  is  evident  that  the  ‘  Isgang  ’  in  those  rivers 
where  it  occurs  frequently  and  with  violence — 
and  that  is  unfortunately  very  many — must 
destroy  an  immense  quantity  of  the  roe  or  delicate 
young,  which  have  survived  the  other  dangers  of 
the  winter,  and  that  the  said  phenomenon  must 
altogether  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  salmon’s 
reproduction. 

“  It  happens  also  quite  frequently  that  even  full 
grown  salmon  which  have  remained  in  the  river 
throughout  the  winter  are  found  crushed  during 
the  ‘  Isgang,’  so  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  many 
a  one  of  the  year  old  salmon  perish  by  this  means, 
although  of  course  the  young  fish  of  even  such  an 
age  are  better  able  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  dangers  of  the  ‘Isgang’  than  those  newly 
hatched  out. 

“  To  the  two  ruinous  conditions  here  described, 
which  our  winter  climate  brings  about,  there 
occurs  in  many  places  still  a  third,  which  can 
hardly  be  described  as  of  such  great  importance 
as  the  above,  but  which,  however,  unquestionably 
in  many  places  where  the  phenomenon  appears 
does  no  little  harm  to  the  spawned  roe.  I  refer 
to  the  formation  of  ground  ice,  which  in  many 
places,  especially  in  rapids  and  in  the  parts 
below  falls,  occurs  during  continuous  cold,  and  by 
which  the  bottom  oi  the  river  can  be  covered  with 
masses  of  ice  of  considerable  thickness.  With  a 
thaw  these  ice  masses  become  detached  from  the 
bottom  and  rise  up,  when  they  frequently  carry 
with  them  a  quantity  of  the  gravel  or  stones  upon 
which  they  rested. 

“Where  such  ice-formation  takes  place  upon 
the  spawning-beds  themselves,  which  is  often  the 
case,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  roe  there  deposited  is  ruined,  although  this 
evil  may  be  considered  as  of  far  less  serious  im¬ 
portance  than  the  ‘  Isgang.’ 

“  In  my  opinion  the  aspects  of  our  winter 
climate’s  peculiarities  here  represented  are  upon 
the  whole  the  greatest  natural  obstacles  against 
which  salmon  fisheries  have  to  contend. 

“  But  none  of  these  drawbacks  exist  in  the 
British  rivers,  or  at  any  rate  they  do  so  to  such 
a  small  extent  that  they  cannot  be  considered  as 
of  any  importance. 

“  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  the  fall  during 
winter  consists  principally  of  rain,  and  the  snow 
which  falls  generally  melts  again  very  quickly. 
Only  a  comparatively  very  small  part  therefore 
of  the  winter’s  fall  here  is  stored  up  for  supplying 
the  rivers  during  the  spring  and  summer,  as  is 
the  case  in  our  country  in  the  form  of  ice  and 
snow.  Add  to  this  that  the  total  fall  during  the 
winter  six  months  (October  to  March)  is  very 
large,  being  considerably  more  than  half  of  that 
for  the  whole  year. 

“  From  this  it  follows  that  the  rivets  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  as  a  rule,  from  autumn  to 
spring  are  always  well  supplied  with  water,  so 
that  there  never  can  be  any  question  of  the  drain¬ 
ing  of  large  portions  of  the  rivers’  bottoms,  and  of 
freezing  or  drying  up  of  the  roe  deposited  there. 


“  On  account  of  the  inconsiderable  amount  of 
cold  in  winter,  the  formation  of  ice  in  the  rivers 
is  also  so  inconsiderable  that  practically  no  drift 
ice  is  found — at  any  rate,  none  of  any  importance. 
For  the  same  reason  the  formation  of  ground  ice 
is  little  known. 

“  The  advantage  which  the  winter  climate,  in 
accordance  with  the  above  explanations,  gives  to 
the  British  salmon  rivers  in  comparison  with  those 
of  our  own  country  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  greatest 
natural  superiority  which  these  streams  possess 
over  the  Norwegian  salmon  rivers.  It  is,  however, 
hardly  the  only  advantage  which  the  climatic 
conditions  bestow  on  the  salmon  rivers  of  these 
countries. 

“  It  is  well  known  that  the  period  which  the 
roe  requires  for  hatching  out  depends  on.the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  water  where  the  process  of  hatch¬ 
ing  takes  place,  a  higher  degree  of  warmth  giving 
a  shorter  period  than  a  lower  degree.  Thus, 
whilst  water  of  2  deg.  Reaumer  gives  a  hatching 
time  of  160-170  days,  with  3  deg.  the  process 
occupies  about  120  days ;  with  4  deg.  from  90  to 
100  days  ;  and  with  6  deg.  only  about  70  days. 

“  In  the  same  way  also  the  temperature  affects 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree  the  later  development 
of  the  young  fish;  indeed,  in  the  weeks  which 
elapse  before  they  get  rid  of  their  large  vesicles 
with  which  they  are  supplied  at  birth,  the  rate  of 
development  is  considered  to  depend  solely  on  the 
temperature.”  (To  be  continued .) 


Comspittrme 


“  One  oj  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation ,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


SMITH  v.  ANDREWS. 

Dear  Sir, — This  case,  which  is  set  down  for 
trial  before  Mr.  Justice  North,  l  expect  will  come 
on  for  hearing  at  the  end  of  the  month  or  the 
beginning  of  next,  and  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great 
favour  if  you  will  insert  this  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  as  possibly  some  of  your  readers  may  be 
in  a  position  to  furnish  me  with  some  information 
with  regard  to  the  fishery  claimed  by  Mrs.  Smith 
in  the  Bray  Reach.  Thanking  you  in  anticipa¬ 
tion — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Bernard  Abrahams, 
Solicitor  for  the  Defendant. 


LOCH  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  from  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran  the  following  dressings.  Would  you 
kindly  find  space  for  them  in  the  F.  G.  ? 

(1)  Body,  lemon  coloured  silk,  ribbed  with  gold 
wire,  and  hackled  with  feather  from  a  phea¬ 
sant’s  back.  Hook,  No.  6  Kendal  scale. 

(2)  Tag,  silver  thread  ;  tail,  grey  mallard  ; 
body,  apple-green  floss,  ribbed  with  silver  ;  legs, 
red  hackle;  wings,  mottled  woodcock.  Hook, 
No.  6  Kendal  scale. 

(3)  Tag,  gold  thread  and  a  bit  of  lemon  crewel ; 
tail,  red  parrot ;  body,  medium  purple  claret  pig’s 
wool,  picked  out ;  silver  tinsel ;  red  hackle  only 
at  shoulder ;  wing,  bright  teal ;  black  head. 
Hook,  No.  6  Kendal  scale. 

(4)  Tag,  golden  tinsel ;  tail,  a  sprig  or  two  of 
brown  mallard  ;  body,  dark  blue  wool  well  picked 
out ;  red  hackle  only  at  shoulder;  wing,  from  jay’s 
wing  feather,  with  a  light  brownish  tinge  is  the 
best.  Hook,  No.  6  Kendal  scale. 

(5)  Body,  orange  floss  silk,  ribbed  with  silver 
oval ;  hackle,  furnace ;  wings,  teal  and  brown 
from  a  pheasant’s  back.  Hook,  No.  6  Kendal 
scale.  N.B. — This  fly  may  also  be  dressed  with 
red,  yellow,  claret,  or  purple  bodies. 

(6)  Body,  orange  or  yellow  floss  silk  ;  wing,  teal 
and  woodcock’s  wing  feathers,  mixed.  Hook, 
No.  6  Kendal  scale. 

You  doubtless  know  Mr.  Walbran’s  capital 
book,  “  The  British  Angler.”  In  it,  at  p.  72,  is  a 
description  of  Mr.  Murdoch’s  salmon  fly,  the 
Green  Peacock.  At  my  suggestion  Mr.  Walbran 
has  made  it  of  a  size  suitable  for  loch  trout.  It 
is  a  beautiful  blue  and  green  Alexandra.  The 
dressing  is  as  follows  Tag,  silver  twist  and  light 


yellow  floss  ;  tail,  a  topping  and  chatterer  ;  body, 
pale  blue  floss,  ribbed  with  oval  silver  tinsel  ; 
hackle,  greenish  blue,  from  half-way  down  body  ; 
wings,  harls  of  peacock’s  spear  feather ;  head, 
black  liarl. 

If  pig’s  wool  were  substituted  for  floss  silk,  I 
feel  sure  it  would  kill  very  well  in  Sutherland- 
shire. 

I  have  also  received  two  of  Mr.  Fred.  Yates’ 
patterns  for  sea  trout.  The  following  are  the 
dressings  taken  from  p.  80  of  Mr.  Walbran’s  book. 

“  The  Scorcher. — Tag,  silver  thread ;  tail,  scarlet 
ibis ;  body,  golden  olive  seal’s  fur,  ribbed  with 
silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  red  coch-y  bondhu  at  shoul¬ 
der  only ;  wings,  strands  of  golden  pheasant’s ; 
tail,  florican,  two  strips  of  each,  red,  blue,  and 
yellow  dyed  swan,  strip  of  brown  mallard  on  each 
side.” 

This  fly,  which  has  a  strong  resemblance  to 
Bustard  and  Yellow,  will,  I  am  sure,  give  a  good 
account  of  sea  trout,  which  are  so  partial  to  that 
fly. 

“  Yates'  Fancy. — Tag,  gold  thread  ;  tail,  Indian 
crow  ;  body,  magenta  peacock’s  and  black  ostrich 
harl,  according  to  size  of  fly,  ribbed  with  gold 
thread  ;  hackle,  dark  coch-y-bondhu.” 

This  is  an  improvement  upon  the  ordinary 
Welsh  Coch-y-bondhu.  I  should  think  that  it 
would  kill  well  anywhere,  and  perhaps  in  those 
places  (and  there  are  a  few)  where  the  Zulu  fails. 

These  three  patterns  are  most  beautifully  tied, 
and  should  be  in  every  loch  fisher’s  book. 

By  the  way,  I  wish  Mr.  Walbran  would  enrich 
his  book  with  an  article  on  loch  fishing.  There 
are  many  splendid  papers  on  this  subject  in  the 
F.  G.,  and  these  well  boiled  down  would  supply 
rich  material,  and  I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  you  would 
not  object.  As  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  book  on 
loch  fishing,  and  we  greatly  need  one  to  help  solve 
the  many  problems  which  perplex  the  angler  in 
the  Scotch  lochs. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  C, 


AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — I  fear  you  will  think  it  pre¬ 
sumption  on  my  part  to  enter  the  field  against 
such  weighty  opponents  as  “  Templar,”  “  Laxor- 
ing,”  and  others,  all  no  doubt  good  sportsmen  and 
practical  anglers  as  well  as  genial  companions  at 
the  river  side.  My  object  in  writing,  however, 
is  to  add  my  testimony  to  that  of  Mr.  George 
Rooper,  viz  ,  that  although  I  have  fished  most  of 
the  rivers  in  Scotland  during  the  past  thirty-five 
years,  I  have  never  seen  an  October  salmon 
dropping  her  spawn  while  being  landed,  and  in 
addition  to  my  own  experience  I  have  the 
authority  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced 
fisherman  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee, 
viz.,  Mr.  William  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O’Neil, 
than  whom  there  are  few  who  have  studied  fish, 
fishing,  and  fishermen  more  than  he.  I  could 
quote  a  host  of  others,  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don, 
who  are  of  the  same  opinion  and  from  their  own 
experience  testify  that  an  October  salmon  cannot 
drop  her  spawn  in  the  open  season  “  unless 
damaged,”  from  the  fact  that  she  is  not  ripe  for 
doing  so. 

As  to  the  quality  of  autumn  salmon  to  which 
“  Laxoring  ”  makes  so  much  objection  and  recom¬ 
mends  the  use  of  a  landing  net,  returning  all  hens 
to  the  river  after  October  1  is,  to  say  the  least, 
gratuitous,  unless  he  wishes  to  augment  the  income 
of  the  river  and  sea  net  fishers  and  deprive  his 
gillie  (if  he  has  one)  of  a  good  honest  October 
salmon,  which  in  many  respects  are  equal  to  a 
spring  fish. — I  am,  yours,  &c.,  Salmo  Fario. 


GIANT  PIKE. 

Sir, — As  a  fisherman  I  have  been  interested 
and  sometimes  amused  for  years  past  in  reading 
your  correspondents’  accounts  of  big  pike.  When 
the  length  only,  and  not  the  weight,  has  been  taken, 
conclusions  are  apt  to  become  somewhat  erratic. 
In  your  issue  of  the  27th,  “  F.”  comes  to  the  rescue 
with  the  mathematic  law  of  similar  solids.  By 
way  of  comparison  I  do  not  complain  of  the  law 
of  similar  solids ;  it  is  not  to  blame  ;  but  it  should 
be  correctly  worked  out,  which  “  F.”  certainly 
omits  to  do.  A  pike  of  47in.  long  is  taken,  said 
to  weigh  371b.  What  ought  one  53in.  long  to 
weigh  ?  Although  “F.’s  ”  statement  is  in  cube,  ho 
works  it  out  in  square,  and  the  result  is  of  course 
mathematically  absurd.  Taking  the  weight  of  t|}6 
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47in.  fish  to  be  true,  then  the  statement  should  be 
thus  As  the  cube  of  47  (which  is  103,823)  is  to  the 
cube  of  the  53in.  fish  (viz.,  148,877),  so  is  the 
weight  which  is  known  (viz.,  371b.)  to  the  answer. 

103,823  :  148,877  : :  37, 

and  the  answer  is  a  fraction  over  531b.  As  a 
fisherman  of  some  experience,  I  should  say  that 
371b.  is  a  very  startling  weight  for  a  47in.  pike. 
The  best-conditioned  and  most  symmetrical  fish  I 
ever  caught  measured  43in.,  and  weighed  barely 
251b.  Now,  by  the  law  of  similar  solids,  if  a43in. 
fish  weighs  251b.,  a  47in.  fish  should  weigh  rather 
under  331b.  By  the  same  calculation,  based  upon 
the  251b.  fish,  a  pike  of  53in.  would  weigh,  say, 
46£lb.  Length  alone  is  no  safe  guide  as  to  weight. 
I  have  known  a  pike  54in.  long  to  weigh  no  more 
than  221b.  The  fish  was  of  course  half-starved.  In 
all  my  endeavours  to  verify  the  capture  of  a  401b. 
pike  in  the  great  Irish  loughs,  where  the  largest 
of  this  species  of  fish  abound,  I  have  failed  ;  the 
monsters  were  invariably  guessed,  not  weighed. 

I  have  fished  for  weeks  in  the  two  greatest  Irish 
pike  lakes,  and  offered  tempting  prices  to  the  pro¬ 
fessional  fishermen  there  to  get  me  a  401b.  pike,  but 
it  has  never  appeared  ;  therefore  I  am  led  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  giants  we  read  of  are  fabulous,  and 
that  the  oldest  authorities  are  correct  in  placing 
the  maximum  weight  of  the  luce  at  35lb. — I  am, 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  M.  W.  Thorne. 

P.S. — Rule  for  Estimating  the  Weight  of 
Fish. — In  estimating  the  weight  of  fish  by  their 
length,  the  following  may  be  of  some  use  to  your 
readers.  The  result  is  from  experience,  and  al¬ 
though  not  pretending  to  be  mathematically 
correct,  yet  it  is  very  nearly  so  in  practice.  Of 
course  it  is  understood  to  apply  only  to  fish  in 
good  average  condition,  neither  starved  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  gravid  on  the  other.  As  the  rule 
only  arises  out  of  an  accidental  relation  of  the 
Nos.  12  and  16  to  the  weight  of  fish-flesh,  some 
alteration  must  be  made  in  its  application  to  the 
several  species.  I  will  instance  three — salmon, 
trout,  and  pike.  Measurement  from  snout  to 
middle  of  caudal  fin.  Cube  the  length  in  inches, 
and  divide  by  1,728  (the  cube  of  12),  two-thirds 
of  the  result  will  be  the  weight  in  pounds  of  the 
salmon.  Add  ten  per  cent,  for  trout  in  prime  con¬ 
dition,  but  deduct  one-sixth  for  pike. 

Take  for  example  a  24in.  trout,  which  usually 
weighs  about  61b.— the  cube  of  twenty-four  is 
13,824,  divided  by  1,728  =  81b.,  or  128oz.,  two- 
thirds  of  which  with  ten  per  cent,  added  is  93oz., 
or  nearly  61b. 

Apply  the  rule  to  the43io.  pike,  then  two-thirds 
of  the  cube — viz.,  79,507,  divided  by  1,728,  gives 
301b. ;  deduct  one-sixth  ;  result,  251b.,  the  actual 
weight.  By  this  rule  the  47iu.  fish  works  out  331b. 
6oz.,  and  the  53in.  fish  47-2-lb.  It  is  of  course 
merely  arbitrary  to  take  the  salmon  as  a  standard, 
but  it  happens  to  fit  the  figures  without  addition 
or  subtraction. 


THE  MEDWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  thank  Mr.  Edgar  S. 
Shrubsole  for  his  letter  on  the  “  Medway  as  an 
Angling  River,”  published  in  your  edition  of  Dec. 
27.  Mr.  Shrubsole  very  kindly  informs  us  about 
a  lot  of  irrelevant  matter,  but  he  does  not  in 
any  way  seem  able  to  account  for  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  the  Tonbridge  Fish  Preservation 
Society,  and  unless  he  can  do  that  he  had  far 
better  have  ended  his  lengthy  epistle  at  the  words, 
“  but  what  can  I  say  ?  ” — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  T. 


A  SUGGESTION  FROM  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — In  one  day  we  will  go  over 
to  ’91,  and  I  begin  in  wishing  you  a  good  New 
Year,  and  very  often  “tight  lines”  and  heavy 
baskets. 

I  have  for  long  an  idea  in  my  head,  and  I  think 
there  is  something  good  in  it.  Could  it  not  be 
possible  to  have  by  the  F.  G.  the  date  when  the 
principal  flies  are  hatching  out  in  the  north, 
middle,  and  south  of  England,  and  I  think  after 
two  years  one  could  have  a  real  average  of  hatch¬ 
ing  time  for  the  flies,  which  should  have  their 
names  given,  to  avoid  district  names  ?  Now  in  the 
F.  G.  in  the  reports  you  see,  “  Best  killing  flies,” 
and  follow  the  nomenclature,  &c. 

I  find  it  is  just  when  the  first  fly  of  a  species 
hatch  out  she  is  the  most  killing,  and  not  when  she 
is  everywhere  on  the  water.  Please  tell  me  what 
you  think  about  fhat.  Our  Swiss  fly-fishing 


club,  the  Stockalper  Angling  Association,  is  going 
well,  and  the  spawning  season  was  a  good  one ; 
our  water  is  well  stocked,  and  we  are  all  full  of 
hope  for  the  1st  of  March,  our  opening  day.  Your 
suggestion  for  a  badge  for  anglers  is  capital. 
Don’t  let  it  fall  down  !  Excuse  my  very  rough 
English  language,  and  believe  me — Yours  truly, 

Jules  Courvoisif.r, 

Secretaire  du  Club  de  Peche  du  Stockalper. 

Chalet  de  Brie,  sur  Yevey. 

[It  seems  to  us  that  this  is  a  good  idea.  We 
should  like  to  hear  what  others  think  of  it. — Ed  ] 


ROD  RINGS,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Baron  Paul 
Tcherkassov,  saw  the  double  rings  on  our  steel 
centred  greenheart  rods.  No  other  firm  has 
either  exhibited  or  advertised  rods  so  ringed. 

Anent  the  Baron’s  pully  rod  end  ring,  we  beg 
to  state  we  have  an  improvement  on  that  on  a 
different  principle  which  is  applicable  to  small  fly 
rods,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  send  samples  after 
further  testing,  we  hope  very  shortly,  if  the  results 
warrants  our  expectation. — Yours  faithfully, 

D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 


FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Sir, — Can  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  tell 
me  from  personal  experience  whether  there  is 
good  sport  for  anglers  in  New  Zealand  in  rivers, 
lakes,  estuaries,  and  sea,  and  if  the  barraconta, 
garfish,  bonita,  trout,  mullet,  sole,  and  other  edi¬ 
ble  fish  are  procurable  ? 

Is  there  good  shooting  (of  what  kind  for  edible 
purposes?),  and  which  would  be  the  best  part  for 
both,  with  a  view  to  settle  permanently  ?  Is  the 
fishing  and  shooting  free?  Are  taxes  (generally) 
high,  and  is  rod  or  gun  taxed  ? — Yours,  &c., 

Medico. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  correct  an  error  which 
has  inadvertently  crept  into  last  week’s  “  Sea 
Fishing.”  In  the  description  of  the  two  classes 
of  fishes  under  the  heading  of  “  Classification  of 
Fishes,'’ the  corrected  paragraph  should  read  thus: 

“  The  former  [ i.e .,  bottom  fish]  class  comprises 
(«)  flat  fish,  such  as  turbot,  halibut,  brill,  soles, 
plaice,  flounders,  &c. 

“  (b)  Round  flsli,  so  called  in  contradistinction 
to  flat  fish,  such  as  cod,  ling,  whiting,  haddock, 
hake,  eels,  &c.,  all  of  which  feed  on  or  near  the 
bottom. 

“  The  latter  class  ( surface  fish)  is  composed  of 
round  fish,  which  feed  on  or  near  the  surface,  of 
which  mackerel,  herring,  bass,  mullet,  pollack, 
&c.,  may  be  taken  as  examples.  There  are  times, 
however,  when  these  fish  become  bottom  feeders. 

“  Perhaps  the  most  important  of  the  first  class 
— from  a  commercial  point  of  view — are  the  cod¬ 
fish  ( gadidee ),  and  of  the  second — or  surface  feed¬ 
ing  class— the  mackerel  ( scomberidce )  and  the 
herring  ( clupeidce )  tribes.” 

Regretting  this  error — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 
Your  “  Sea  Fishing”  Writer. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  and 
thank  the  following  contributors,  in  addition  to 
those  I  have  already,  through  the  columns  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  although  I  expect  it  will 
be  the  final  list,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any 
further  sums  : — Central  Association,  one  guinea  ; 
Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial  Society,  half-a- 
guinea;  Brentford  Piscatorial  Society,  five  shil¬ 
lings  ;  Athemeum  Angling  Society,  Battersea 
Friendly  Angling  Society,  Blackfriars  Angling 
Society,  Caxtonian  Angling  Society,  Independent 
Brothers,  and  Silver  Trout  Angling  Club,  half-a- 
crown  each.  Messrs.  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P.,  and 
H.  T.  Tatham,  half-a  guinea  each.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Elsden  and  friends,  ten  shillings.  Sums  under  the 
last  amount : — Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  M.  H. 
Blarney,  J.  R.  Berry,  Thomas  Crumplen,  J.  C. 
Chubb,  Dr.  Coates,  Edward  Clark,  O.  Callaghan 
(Silver  Trout),  H.  W.  Davis,  A.  De  Wette,  W.  E. 
Edwards,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  J.  W.  Gant,  W.  A. 
Hening,  Arthur  Hebburn,  John  Ive,  Jackson 
(Silver  Trout),  H.  Masters  (Halliford),  G.  H. 
Morgan,  Pettitt  (Silver  Trout),  Arthur  Price, 
T.  R.  Sachs,  Sands  (Kingston),  Thomas  Spreckley, 


A.  B.  Smith,  W.  L.  Thomas,  and  Young  and  Co. 
If  there  should  be  any  further  contributions  they 
will  only  be  acknowledged  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  have  now  a  total  of  £20  17s.  6d.,  all 
with  three  exceptions  from  direct  applications. 
I  can  do  with  a  little  more  for  distribution  in  tea 
for  the  wives.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Secretary. 
Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 


A  LARGE  ROACH. 


Sir, — In  the  Bucks  Herald  of  July  19,  1890,  it 
was  stated  that  a  roach  weighing  21b.  15oz.  had 
been  caught  recently  out  of  the  reservoirs  at 
Tring.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  verify  this  and  give  dimensions,  say  if 
the  fish  was  stuffed,  and  give  particulars  of  its 
capture. — Yours  obediently,  Dusty  Miller. 


RE  FISH  IN  NEWSHAM  LAKE. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  has  been  mis¬ 
informed  as  to  cost  of  fish  supplied  to  Newsham 
Lake.  It  does  not  work  out  to  one  shilling  each, 
but  for  those  I  supplied  fourpence  each,  and  the 
Howietoun  lot,  sixpence.  The  fifty  large  trout  of 
course  tell  up,  as  do  the  big  tench,  which  were  21b. 
or  31b.  each.  The  fish  were  by  no  means  dear,  but 
quite  cheap  considering  the  quality.  I  append 
outlay  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  for  your  informa¬ 
tion. — Yours  faithfully,  T.  Ford. 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor. 


£  s.  d. 

850  perch,  4in.  to  6in.  long  .  8  10  0 

200  ,,  average  about  |lb.  each  4  0  0 

14  tench,  21b.  to  31b.  each .  0  12  0 

150  perch,  average  one-third  lb.  ...  2  5  0 

50  trout,  lOin.  to  12in.  long .  5  0  0 


1264  £20  7  0 

Average  price,  3Jd.  plus  fraction. 


QMaltomana 


It  has  been  said  of  the  fish  last  year  that  they 
were  in  such  ‘‘low  water  ”  they  could  not  afford 
to  bite. 


During  the  very  extraordinary  frost  of  1683-4, 
a  frost  which  lasted  for  about  two  months,  au 
enterprising  printer  transferred  his  press  to  the 
frozen  Thames,  aud  is  said  to  have  earned  as 
much  as  £5  a  day  by  simply  printing  the  names 
of  visitors  to  the  fair  which  was  held  on  the  river, 
with  the  date  of  their  visit.  On  January  31, 1684, 
King  Charles  Il.visited  Frost  Fair,  as  it  was  called, 
and  had  his  name  printed  on  the  ice  in  that 
historic  printing  press. 


If  the  thaw,  when  it  comes,  is  as  rapid  as  that 
remarkable  breaking  up  of  the  celebrated  frost  of 
1564-5,  as  great  floods  may  be  expected  as  oc¬ 
curred  on  that  occasion.  The  river  then  was 
more  resorted  to  than  the  streets,  if  the  historians 
of  the  times  lie  not ;  but  “  on  the  third  daie  of 
January,”  to  quote  from  Stow,  “  at  night  it  began 
to  thaw,  and  on  the  fifth  there  was  no  ise  to  be 
seene  betweene  London  Bridge  and  Lambeth, 
which  sudden  thaw  caused  great  floods  and  high 
waters,  that  bore  down  bridges  and  houses  and 
drowned  manie  people  in  England,  especiallie  in 
Yorkshire.” 


To  he  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed,  and  I 
would  advise  all  persons  who  have  charge  of 
sluice-gates  on  rivers  to  free  them  of  ico  as  far  as 
possible,  so  that  should  a  sudden  flood  occur  they 
may  not  be  found  fixed  aud  immovable.  Gates 
which  have  been  frozen  up  for  some  weeks  would 
probably  remain  stuck  for  a  day  or  more  after  the 
thaw  had  set  in.  When  once  a  river  has  risen  it 
is  sometimes  impossible  to  get  to  the  sluice  gates, 
and  the  results  may  be  very  serious.  I  am  not 
speaking  so  much  of  the  Thames  as  of  those  many 
rivers  where  the  decay  of  the  water  traffic  has  led 
to  a  serious  neglect  of  the  weirs  and  sluices. 


The  following  clever  lines  were  on  a  New  Year’s 
card,  shaped  like  a  creel,  sent  me  by  oqp  of  the 
best  dry-fly  fishers  in  Berkshire 


January  10,  1891.] 
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“  This  world’s  a  stream  (the  fancy's  trite, 
Kut  not  more  trite  than  wise), 

Where  worries  very  often  bite, 

And  fortune  will  not  rise. 

“  II  it,  friend,  for  you  may  favouring  skies 
A  year  of  sport  begin  : 

.  ay  pleasure  never  break  your  flies, 

Nor  trouble  pull  you  in.” 


“  The  raising  of  fry  this  summer  has  again 
turned  out  a  comparative  failure,  only  about  a 
thousand  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  turned  into 
the  new  stew  remaining  alive.”  I  quote  this  from 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Stour  Fishery  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  am  inclined  to  think  the  great 
majority  of  persons  who  have  attempted  the 
transmutation  of  fry  into  yearlings  have  had 
results  almost  as  poor  as  those  obtained  at  Canter¬ 
bury.  Professional  fishculturists  themselves  only 
occasionally  rear  a  large  proportion  of  the  fry,  and 
amateurs,  except  under  very  favourable  circum¬ 
stances,  need  never  expect  more  than  a  fraction 
of  the  fry  they  turn  into  their  ponds  to  survive. 
3t  is  not  unlikely  that  any  fry  sent  a  railway 
journey  suffer  far  more  than  is  generally  believed. 
Fry  are  most  delicate.  Fishculturists  tell  us  that 
they  should  never  ba  lifted  in  even  the  softest 
net,  but  should  be  poured  out  of  the  hatching 
boxes  into  the  cans  or  tanks  in  which  they  are  to 
travel.  If  fry  are  required,  I  would  never  buy 
them,  but  obtain  fully-eyed  ova  and  hatch  it  out 
where  I  wished  the  fry  to  be.  This  is  a  plan 
more  likely  to  produce  good  results  than  shifting 
fry  about  in  waters  of  different  temperatures. 


Tf  fry  are  sent  from  the  fishculturist  they  prob¬ 
ably  leave  water  of  one  temperature  in  his  ponds 
for  water  in  the  travelling  tank,  the  temperature 
of  which  may  rapidly  change  on  the  journey,  and 
on  their  arrival  at  their  destination  the  water  in 
pond  or  stream  in  which  they  are  placed  may  be, 
and  probably  is,  still  another  temperature.  In 
addition  to  these  dangers,  there  is  the  shaking  on 
the  journey  and  the  fright  occasioned  by  it,  and 
sudden  changes  from  darkness  to  a  bright  light ; 
but  this  last  evil  can  be  avoided  by  a  little  care  and 
ingenuity.  With  the  greatest  care,  however,  fry 
often  do  very  badly,  and  sometimes  the  results 
are  almost  ml.  May  it  not  very  well  be  that  the 
best  method  of  rearing  fry  has  not  been  discovered? 


The  angling  reports  are  naturally  meagre  in 
the  extreme ;  still  there  have  been  anglers  out 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  and 
here  and  there  a  few  fish  have  been  taken.  For 
instance,  at  Henley-on-Thames,  six  brave  men 
tried  to  fish  a  match  on  the  4th  inst.  They  found 
people  skating  on  the  river,  but  after  searching 
about  discovered  an  open  piece  of  water  near 
Mash  Lock.  There  they  fished  and  caught  be¬ 
tween  them  five  roach.  I  will  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  roach  fishing  is  either  a  wise  or  a  plea¬ 
sant  thing  to  do  since  the  North  Pole  has  come 
south,  but  I  will  say  that  those  six  men,  and 
others  who  do  like  them,  are  made  of  the  right 
stuff,  and  possess  some  of  the  right  qualities 
which  have  made  Englishmen  great  among 
nations.  Templar. 


“A  MILD  WINTER  RESORT.” 

Bv  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  sun  is  shining  gloriously  as  I  write  this 
article.  I  have  just  been  informed  the  fog  is 
thicker  than  ever  in  London.  I  am  at  a  “  mild 
winter  resort,”  Bexhill-on-Sea,  and  I  like  it.  I 
like  it  for  many  reasons— it  has  given  me  sunshine 
instead  of  snow  and  fog  ;  it  has  given  me  change 
and  quiet. 

Thanks  to  the  excellent  arrangements  made  by 
the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway 
Company,  this  haven  of  rest  is  easily  reached  from 
town  in  a  little  more  than  two  hours.  The  station  at 
Bexhill  might  very  easily  be  made  more  con¬ 
venient,  and  I  believe  will  be.  I  was  “  out  of 
sorts,”  I  was  annoyed,  I  was  disagreeable — and 
no  wonder.  I  have  permission  to  fish  more  than 
one  sheet  of  water  where  the  pike  are  numerous 
and  heavy  ;  but  4in.  of  ice  covers  the  surface,  and 
the  ring  of  the  skate  has  supplanted  the  probable 
whirr  of  the  winch.  How  should  I  escape  from 
the  depressing  fog  ?  A  friend  recommended  me 
to  try  Bexhill-on-Sea  ;  and  as  I  knew  Mr.  Hard- 
wicke  had  lately  taken  over  the  management  of 
an  hotel  there,  I  at  once  made  up  my  mind  to  go. 


When  I  drew  aside  the  window  curtain  in  the 
morning  the  sun  was  shining.  I  don’t  wonder  at 
some  so-called  savages  worshipping  the  sun.  After 
breakfast  I  lit  my  pipe  and  strolled  along  the 
Marine  Parade  in  the  direction  of  St.  Leonards. 
Although  so  near  to  Hastings,  no  greater  contrast 
to  that  town  could  be  imagined  than  Bexhill ;  in 
its  present  state  the  latter  town  can  be  strongly 
recommended  for  families  seeking  change  and 
quiet.  The  beach  is  better  than  at  Hastings,  and 
here  the  children  can  build  sand  castles  till  they 
are  tired  or  hungry.  By-the-bye,  children  by  the 
sea-side  generally  are  hungry. 

Bexhill’s  marine  title  is  of  recent  origin  ;  pro¬ 
bably  before  long  it  will  become  a  popular  water¬ 
ing  place ;  I  hope  it  will  never  become  the  “  cheap 
trippers’  ”  resort.  The  builder  is  at  work,  roads 
are  planned,  and  houses  are  in  course  of  erection. 
Spare  us  one  spot  on  the  south  coast  where  a 
concertina  is  never  heard  ! 

I  am  assured  the  sanitary  arrangements  at 
Bexhill  are  perfect.  I  can  vouch  for  the  atmos¬ 
phere  being  purity  itself.  The  sea  fishing  here  is 
really  excellent  all  the  year  round ,  so  good  in  fact 
as  to  deserve  special  notice,  which  it  shall  have  in 
a  future  article.  The  fish  are  plentiful,  and  Mr. 
Hardwicke,  the  manager  of  the  Sackville,  has  had 
grand  sport.  He  will  be  pleased  to  impart  any 
and  every  information.  He  is  an  ardent  fisherman 
himself,  and  being  a  native  of  Henley  has  many 
pleasing  recollections  of  days  spent  with  the  roc 
and  line  upon  the  Thames.  Several  local  boat¬ 
men  will  supply  the  necessary  boats,  baits  anc 
tackle.  The  fresh  water  fishing  of  any  importance 
near  Bexhill  consists  of  some  decent  bottom  fish¬ 
ing  at  Pevensey  (about  six  miles  distant  by  rail 
and  some  trout  fishing  near  Battle.  I  believe  the 
fishing  at  Pevensey  has  already  been  dealt  with 
in  these  columns,  but  I  shall  have  a  few  words  to 
add,  and  also  some  little  account  to  give  of  the 
trout  fishing  near  Battle  before  long. 

Of  course  there  is  “  a  circulating  library  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Mudie’s.”  I  received  what  Dick 
Swiveller  would  have  termed  “  a  staggerer  ”  from 
a  subscriber  to  it.  I  noticed  he  was  reading  one  o  l 
Rider  Haggard’s  novels,  and  we  started  a  chat 
about  English  authors.  To  my  surprise  he  con¬ 
sidered  Rider  Haggard  “  awfully  good,”  but  “  could 
not  understand  Dickens  ;  had  no  patience  with 
him  !  ”  By-the-bye,  all  the  residents  of  importance 
read  the  Fishing  Gazette,  several  having  subscribed 
for  manv  years  past.  The  Sussex  hounds  meet  here, 
and  lately  a  golf  club  has  been  started  ;  the  links 
are  at  Galley  Hill.  The  Metropolitan  Con¬ 
valescent  Home  is  a  notable  point  in  the  landscape. 
At  this  home  hundreds  of  poor  sufferers  have 
found  new  life  and  vigour.  It  is  from  the  Sack¬ 
ville  Hotel  that  trips  and  drives  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  are  arranged ;  stabling  is  in  course  of  erection 
in  connection  with  the  hotel,  and  this  agreeable 
method  of  passing  a  holiday  is  likely  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  extended. 

I  have  said  principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  I 
knew  Mr.  W.  Hardwicke  (the  late  manager  of  the 
Savoy  in  the  Strand)  had  undertaken  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  an  hotel  at  Bexhill,  I  was  induced  to  visit 
this  new  “  mild  winter  resort.”  I  was  sure  Mr. 
H.  had  something  good,  but  little  expected  the 
really  first-class  hotel  I  found.  I  can  confidently 
recommend  it  to  those  of  my  readers  who  are  not 
shadowed  by  impecuniosity.  The  hotel  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  architectural  features  of  Bex¬ 
hill-on-Sea;  it  occupies  a  commanding  position  on 
the  Marine  Parade,  its  principal  front  facing  the 
esplanade  and  the  sea.  Its  interior  appointments 
are  excellent  and  complete,  and  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  cuisine  are  beyond  reproach.  Coffee, 
reading,  smoking  and  bath  rooms,  suites  of  apart¬ 
ments,  &c.,  are  here,  even  as  they  are  at  first- class 
Metropolitan  hotels.  The  furnishing  has  been 
carried  out  by  Messrs.  Maple  and  Co.,  in  the  usual 
luxurious  manner. 

Bexhill  is  all  right  —go  and  see  if  it  is  not.  Those 
of  my  readers  who  cannot  rise  to  the  Sackville 
should  stay  at  the  Castle. 

Journalism  is  to  the  front  (as  usual),  and  the 
Bexhill  Chronicle  is  likely  to  become  a  prosperous 
paper. 


The  Bray  Reach  Defence  Fund. — We  have 
received  twenty  shillings  towards  the  above  from 
the  West  Ham  Angling  Society,  per  the  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  Lowther,  and  have  sent  the  money  to  the 
Mayor  of  Maidenhead. 


FISHING  AT  BUSHMILLS,  IN  THE 
BUSH,  NORTH  OF  IRELAND, 
ABOUT  1838. 

By  a  Veteran  Wharfe  Angler. 

Our  kind  friend,  Mr.  Orr,  drove  us — F.  W,, 
W.  E.,  and  myself — to  see  the  Giant’s  Causeway. 
We  were  astounded  with  the  wonderful  formation 
of  the  geological  construction,  and  gazed  with 
wonder  upon  it  and  the  scenery,  and  our  minds 
were  bewildered  and  astounded  when  we  came 
to  meditate  and  think  that,  as  we  were  told,  this 
columnar  formation  extended  under  the  sea,  and 
again  appeared  at  Staffa  ;  and  we  were  enchanted 
with  the  romantic  scenery. 

We  then  drove  on  to  Bushmills,  to  fish  in  tho 
Bush,  but  were  not  successful,  as  there  was  too 
little  water  in  the  river.  I  hooked  a  salmon,  it 
might  be  about  121b.  in  weight,  in  a  pool  below 
the  Bridge.  I  had  on  the  line  three  artificial  flies; 
it  had  taken  the  end  one,  and  rushed  about  in  the 
deep  pool.  Of  course  the  line  was  tightly  dis¬ 
tended,  and  the  other  two  flies  kept  dabbing  upon 
the  water.  I  held  tightly  on  with  both  hands  to 
the  rod,  and  as  the  salmon  kept  moving  quickly 
alongside  of  the  rocks,  a  trout  about  fib.  in  weight 
passing  some  rushes  seized  the  dropper  or  fly  next 
to  me,  and  floundered  about  on  the  top  of  the 
water.  I  held  on  tightly  with  both  hands  to  the 
rod,  when  suddenly  this  trout  passed  close  to  my 
face  and  fell  floundering  on  the  grass  behind  me  ; 
it  seems  the  trout,  by  its  exertions  to  get  released, 
had  loosened  the  hook  in  the  salmon,  and  the 
tension  being  so  suddenly  taken  off  the  line,  tho 
trout  was  jerked  out  of  the  water,  and  this 
accounted  for  the  salmon  getting  released.  This 
I  considered  a  most  disagreeable  and  unexpected 
exchange. 

The  river  Bush  is  a  beautiful  river,  and  belongs 
to  a  Miss  Douglas,  who  is  very  tenacious  of  her 
rights.  The  charge  for  fishing  is  five  shillings  a 
day ;  any  fish  that  is  retained  is  to  be  paid  for 
after  the  rate  of  sixpence  per  pound. 

Above  the  bridge  there  is  a  natural  ledge  of 
rocks,  in  which  kinds  of  basins  are  scooped,  by 
which  the  salmon  can  leap  from  one  to  another, 
and  then  get  over  the  top. 

In  this  river  a  high  grating  is  erected  which 
crosses  it ;  this  prevents  the  salmon  ascending, 
but  when  the  spawning  season  commences  this  is 
removed,  and  free  scope  allowed  them  to  ascend 
the  river. 

We  had  lunch,  and  then  sauntered  down  on  to 
the  bridge.  F.  G.  and  W.  E.  each  lit  a  cigar,  and 
then  lolled  over  the  battlements  and  gazed  at  a 
long  deep  pool,  which  extended  some  distance 
down  the  river.  We  were  told  that  it  was  con¬ 
jectured  there  were  two  thousand  salmon  congre¬ 
gated  in  this  long  pool,  and  that  some  got  up  every 
night  from  the  sea.  The  pool  was  very  rocky  and 
deep,  and  therefore  could  not  be  netted. 

We  were  interested  by  watching  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  salmon,  which  were  constantly  leaping  out 
of  the  water.  We  counted  often  sixteen  to  twenty 
salmon  which  were  up  in  the  air  at  the  same 
time  ;  no  doubt  they  were  waiting  until  there 
was  a  “  fresh  ”  in  the  river  to  ascend  upwards. 
This  scene  caused  us  to  be  excited,  but  we  were 
told  there  was  no  chance  of  fishing  until  a  fresh 
came  down  the  river.  There  was  a  very  threaten¬ 
ing  appearance  in  cloudland.  The  clouds  were 
massed  in  mountainous  masses,  which  the  rays  of 
the  sun  tinged  with  glorious  colourings  as  they 
moved  along  out  towards  the  sea ;  there  was  a 
very  threatening  appearance,  and  it  was  very  dark 
on  the  horizon  ;  evidently  a  storm  was  brewing. 
Whilst  we  stood  gazing  there  was  a  sudden  flash, 
which  was  followed  by  a  loud  report,  and  a  few 
arge  drops  of  rain  began  to  fall,  so  we  hurried 
jack  to  the  inn,  and  just  arrived  in  time,  when  a 
leavy  downpour  of  rain  began  to  fall,  and  this 
continued  some  time.  This  raised  our  expecta¬ 
tions  for  fishing,  for  we  knew  if  it  continued 
there  would  be  a  fresh  in  the  river,  and  therefore 
more  chance  of  our  success.  We  got  tea,  and 
then  discussed  various  subjects,  amongst  the  rest 
salted  salmon  roe.  We  all  thought  a  small 
jortion  might  be  used,  for  when  going  some 
distance  from  home,  it  might  prove  a  clear, 
jrigbt  day,  and  no  breeze  upon  the  water; 
iherefore,  to  attempt  to  fish  would  be  quite  use- 
ess,  and  the  angler  might  as  well  shut  up  his 
tackle ;  whereas,  in  the  placid,  deep  waters  often 
good  fish  might  be  caught  with  salmon  roe.  Mr. 
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Orr  told  us  that  he  would  have  to  return  home  the 
next  morning,  for  he  expected  a  small  party  of 
gentlemen  to  dinner,  and  should  be  glad  if  we 
would  join  them  ;  hut  he  knew  how  uncertain  it 
was  to  depend  on  anglers  and  fox-hunters.  He  said 
our  beds  were  ready  for  us  whenever  we  did  re¬ 
turn  ;  so  after  wishing  each  other  good-night  we 
retired  to  rest.  The  rain  still  fell  incessantly,  and 
our  expectations  of  fishing  were  more  raised  ;  so 
W.  E.  and  I  arranged  to  be  called  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning  When  I  got  to  bed  I  could  not 
sleep  ;  I  was  too  excited  by  watching  the  large 
number  of  salmon  jamping  out  of  the  water; 
mine  was  not  a  regular  composed  slumber. 

I  awoke  before  the  time  stipulated  upon,  so  got 
dressed  and  took  my  fishing-rod  and  went  to  thp 
sleeping  apartment  of  W.  E. ;  but  he  was  gone,  so 
I  followed  downstairs.  There  was  no  key  in  the 
lock  of  the  front  door,  so  I  entered  the  dining¬ 
room.  He  was  not  there,  but  the  window  was 
wide  open,  so  I  conjectured  my  friend,  finding  no 
exit  by  the  front  door,  had  got  out  of  the  window, 
a  proceeding  which  I  followed,  and  hurried  down 
to  the  Bridge.  There  was  a  beautiful  fresh  water 
passing  down  the  river,  and  a  short  distance 
higher  up  was  my  friend  with  both  hands  clasp¬ 
ing  the  butt  end  of  his  salmon  rod,  evidently 
hold  of  a  salmon.  I  went  down  to  him,  when 
he  told  me  that  he  was  fast  to  a  salmon,  and 
he  held  so  tightly  the  fish  broke  loose.  “Never 
mind,”  he  said ;  “  I  am  glad  this  is  gone,  for  it 
was  foully  hooked  ;  but  I  will  soon  have  another. 
But,  come  along,  I  will  show  you  such  a  sight  as 
you  never  saw  before.”  So  we  went  up  the  bank 
of  the  river  and  passed  some  rocks,  and  in  a 
pool  apparently  not  more  than  one  foot  deep, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  grating,  a  mass  of 
salmon  was  collected ;  many  of  them  were  bound¬ 
ing  up  through  the  water,  which  was  rushing 
through  the  bars  of  the  grating,  against  which 
they  were  jumping  and  springing  up  like  active 
cats.  They  were  so  tightly  jammed  and  clustered 
together,  that  scarcely  a  space  could  be  noticed 
between  them,  and  their  back  fins  stood  out  of  the 
water,  whilst  their  tails  were  flapping  against  each 
other.  I  never  saw  such  a  sight,  and  we  stood 
gazing  in  amazement.  W.  E.  cast  his  line  across 
this  mass  of  fish,  allowed  it  to  sink,  then  gave  a 
jerk,  and  hooked  another  salmon,  which  rushed 
down  the  river.  I  told  my  friend  we  should  get 
into  a  scrape  if  we  adopted  this  poaching  manner 
of  fishing,  so  he  desisted,  and  it  was  fortunate  he 
did,  for  soon  the  watcher  came  to  us.  This 
watcher  said  there  should  now  be  good  fishing  in 
the  pools  lower  down  the  river,  so  we  went  in  to 
breakfast,  determined  to  try  our  luck  afterwards. 
But  we  were  disappointed.  The  water  was  so 
muddy,  the  salmon  would  not  rise,  so  W.  E.  pro¬ 
posed  that  we  should  try  with  salmon  roe, 
and  great  was  our  success,  for  we  captured  some 
magnificent  dishes  of  trout. 

There  was  scarcely  a  place  which  we  tried  but 
we  caught  some  fish.  We  continued  to  fish  with  the 
salmon  roe*  until  it  was  time  to  return  to  the  inn, 
when  we  packed  up  our  tackle  and  rods,  and  then 
went  to  luncheon.  Afterwards  we  got  a  conveyance 
and  drove  to  Flower  Field,  taking  with  us  our 
capture,  which  was  a  splendid  display  of  trout, 
which  we  intended  to  present  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orr. 
We  duly  arrived,  and  found  a  very  agreeable  party 
assembled,  and  had  a  very  nice  repast.  The  fried 
trout  proved  delicious,  and  we  spent  a  very  pleasant 
evening.  _ 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Lancashire  anglers  are  a  busy  lot,  and  season 
in  and  season  out  comes  all  the  same  to  them,  for 
they  never  lack  material  to  keep  up  the  enthusiasm. 
Roundly  computing  numbers,  it  may  safely  be 
said  that  the  quantity  of  fishermen  affiliated  with 
the  local  associations  is  at  least  twice  as  great  as 
at  this  time  last  year,  and  the  augmentation  still 
goes  on  at  such  a  rate  that  the  cry  of  still  they 
come  and  the  more  the  merrier  is  heard  on  all 
sides.  _ 


With  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  the  leading 
topic  in  Manchester  proper  is  the  one  concerning 
the  probable  action  of  the  Corporation  in  granting 
the  use  of  the  Gorton  Reservoir  for  the  purpose  of 
being  fished  by  local  anglers — that  is,  of  course, 
subject  to  strong  protective  measures  being 

*  This  was  over  fifty  years  ago,  long  before  it  was  illegal 
to  use  it. 


adopted.  The  agitation  in  this  respect  is  the  out¬ 
come  of  a  question  addressed  to  the  various  can¬ 
didates  at  the  last  November  election,  and  which 
at  the  time  was  favourably  received  by  those  to 
whom  it  was  put.  Fortunately  the  Mayor,  Aider- 
man  John  Mark,  is  an  ardent  lover  of  the  rod,  and 
the  justice  of  the  demand  having  struck  him  is 
a  good  sign  of  beneficial  results. 


Touching  the  Manchester  District  Association, 
it  will  please  the  many  members  of  the  same  to 
lmow  that  the  breach  between  the  president  and 
the  secretary,  which  a  few  weeks  back  looked 
like  widening  into  a  very  serious  quarrel,  and  one 
alfecting  the  true  interests  of  the  sport,  has  been 
healed,  and  this  without  any  great  loss  of  dignity 
to  either  side.  Messrs.  Smeeth  and  Chadwick 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  amicable  settle¬ 
ment.  _ 


The  delegates  to  the  Amalgamated  Anglers’ 
Association  meet  in  Manchester  to-day  (Saturday),  | 
and  after  the  usual  dinner  will  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  several  important  matters.  The 
concession  of  railway  fares  will  be  one  question 
brought  up  for  discussion, but  as  the  agenda  is  too 
long  to  quote  bodily,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  a 
full  report  of  the  proceedings  will  appear  in  our 
next  week’s  issue.  _ 


Of  local  clubs,  the  Silver  Grid  is  at  present 
seeking  notoriety  in  the  challenges  they  are  issuing 
through  the  columns  of  a  local  sporting  paper  to 
the  effect  that  their  club  champion  is  open  to  fish 
any  other  man  in  the  world.  One  would  have 
thought  his  own  county  big  enough  for  an  asser¬ 
tion  of  his  bumptiousness,  but  some  men  waut 
such  a  lot.  The  champion  in  question  is  Mr. 
Smith,  and  the  gauntlet  thrown  down  will  be 
taken  up  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 


The  Biskette  organisation,  confined  purely 
and  solely  to  Manchester  business  men,  has  suf¬ 
fered  little  from  the  late  secessions,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  goes  on  as  smoothly  as  ever. 


A  new  society,  in  the  interests  of  teetotallers,  is 
being  formed,  and  will  be  called  the  City  Angling 
Club,  and  anyone  desirous  of  joining  this  would 
do  well  to  put  themselves  in  communication  with 
Mr.  M.  Chambers,  23,  Market-place,  Manchester. 


The  Buckland  Club  held  their  first  meeting  of 
the  season  this. week,  when  a  considerable  number 
of  new  members  were  enrolled,  and  the  officers 
elected.  Other  general  meetings  are  to  be  held 
shortly,  full  particulars  of  which  will  be  duly 
noted.  _ 


Very  few  rods  have  been  at  actual  work  during 
the  past  week,  but  certain  parts  of  the  Dane  and 
the  Bollin  have  been  dipped  into,  as  it  were,  but 
with  poor  results.  There  is  at  present  another 
very  severe  frost  existing  throughout  the  whole 
of  Lancashire,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
anything  like  decent  sport  will  be  seen  for  a 
week  or  two  at  least. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  as  usual 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent 
Garden,  W.C.  Mr.  I.  Kelly,  vice-president,  occu¬ 
pied  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
who  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  severe 
domestic  bereavement.  There  was  a  good  attend¬ 
ance  of  delegates,  considering  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  and  some  useful  business  was  transacted. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had 
been  duly  confirmed,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary, 
read  a  short  note  from  Mr.  Medcalf,  who  had  lost 
a  favourite  daughter,  and  it  was  unanimously  re¬ 
solved  that  the  association  should  tender  him  an 
expression  of  their  sincere  sympathy,  which  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  to  him  in  ap¬ 
propriate  terms. 

The  annual  dinner  to  the  Thames  river  keepers 
and  others  was  brought  under  notice,  and  <£1  Is. 
was  immediately  voted  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  on  behalf  of  the  association, 
as  a  donation  in  aid  of  this  interesting  festival, 
which  they  have  always  gladly  contributed  to. 


Mr.  Crumplen,  in  replying  to  sundry  questions  in 

reference  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  took  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
object  of  the  dinner,  which  has  been  fixed  to  take 
place  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  East  Molesey,  on  Friday, 
the  30th  inst.,  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  custom¬ 
ary  to  allow  any  angling  friends  to  attend  who 
would  take  a  dinner  ticket,  the  price  of  which 
would  no  doubt  be  announced.  He  hoped  all 
clubs  would  endeavour  to  send  a  contribution, 
however  small. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  in  reference  to 
matters  connected  with  the  Pulborough  Fishery, 
in  which  Mr.  G.  Jacobs,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  Mr.  G. 
Watling,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Cane,  the  chairman  and 
others  took  part.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting  officer, 
reported  that  a  satisfactory  visit  had  been  paid  to 
the  Crown  and  Buckland,  and  that  the  next  would 
go  to  the  Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday  next, 
12th  inst.,  when  Mr.  Eldridge,  who  caters  so  well 
for  the  Pulborough  excursions,  will  doubtless  find 
himself  surrounded  by  a  host  of  anglers.  After 
mutual  good  wishes  for  the  new  year  had  been 
interchanged,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  tho  chairman,  Mr.  Kelly,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  terminated. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Pisca¬ 
torial  Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing 
Gazttee  by  Messrs  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Patent  Agents  and  Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane, 
London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys  for  the 
procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  : — 

20,859. — Samuel  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works, 
Redditch,  “  Improvements  in  landing  handles 
and  landing-net  frames  for  fishing  purposes,” 
21,226. — Stanley  Yeatman  Clark,  for  “  The  Clark 
safety  landing  handle,  ring,  and  sling.” 


We  hear  that  a  fine  stretch  of  the  river  Annan 
in  Scotland  is  to  be  protected  by  a  club.  The 
members  want  to  find  a  good  name  for  their  club. 
Will  our  readers  suggest  a  few  ? 

A  “Constant  Reader”  points  out  that  Mr. 
George’s  river  report  last  week,  in  which  he  says 
snipe  may  be  shot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bran¬ 
don,  may  mislead  some  of  our  readers,  as  he  should 
have  added  that  a  £3  game  licence  is  necessary. 

Major  Traherne  has  retaken  for  the  ensuing 
season,  commencing  on  February  l,the  two  miles 
of  preserved  water  on  the  Ballina  side  of  the 
river  Shannon,  at  Killaloe,  which  he  had  rented 
last  season,  when  he  had  very  indifferent  sport 
indeed  owing  to  the  abominable  drainage  opera¬ 
tions  being  carried  out  there.  On  dit,  that  a  heavy 
law  suit  is  likely  to  bo  heard  of  before  many 
months  in  connection  with  a  portion  of  the  water 
in  question. 

Poaching  in  the  North. — A  heavy  crop  of 
poaching  cases  have  been  disposed  of  in  the  Aber¬ 
deen  and  district  sheriff  courts.  At  Stonehaven 
the  other  day  a  Montrose  labourer  was  convicted 
of  being  in  possession  of  a  bag  and  eighteen 
rabbits,  and  fined  £3,  or  twenty-one  days  in  gaol. 
Two  confederates  escaped,  and  have  yet  to  attend 
reckoning.  At  Aberdeen,  Sheriff  Grierson  passed 
sentence  of  M  10s.  of  a  fine  or  twenty-one  days’ 
imprisonment  on  a  labourer  named  Oldman  for 
having  used  a  gun  for  killing  game  without  having 
a  game  licence.  John  McKay,  a  labourer,  got 
sixty  days’  imprisonment  recently  at  Aberdeen  for 
stealing  poachers’  nets,  game-bags,  &c.,  from  a 
store  in  the  police  office.  It  transpired  that  thefts 
of  this  nature  had  been  going  on  for  twelve  months 
back.  When  poachers’  nets  are  forfeited  they 
should  forthwith  be  destroyed. 

The,Weather. — The  southerly  winds  and  milder 
weather  which  were  beginning  to  show  themselves 
in  the  west  on  Wednesday  have  since  spread  east¬ 
wards  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  During 
the  early  part  of  Thursday  sharp  frost  still  pre¬ 
vailed  over  England,  the  lowest  readings  at  eight 
a.m.  being  22  deg.  at  Oxford,  24  deg.  at  Lough- 
borough  and  Hurst  Castle,  and  26  deg.  in  London 
and  at  York. 


Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possi^ls? 
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SEA  FISHING. 

By  M.  M. 

II. 

HANDLINING. 

Probably  the  oldest  known  method  of  fishing, 
unless  we  may  except  some  form  of  fish  spear,  is 


Line-fishing. 

In  one  form  or  another  line-fishing  comes  within 
the  reach  of  all  classes  ;  and  the  scale  upon  which 
it  is  worked  by  our  professional  sea  fishermen 
depends  more  on  the  capital  employed  and  the 
locality  selected,  than  on  any  essential  difference 
in  the  kind  of  gear  or  the  manner  of  using  it. 

Handlining  is  the  terra  used  for  a  single  line  with  a 
lead  attached  to  it,  in  order  to  sink  it  to  the  bottom  ;  and 
from  this  lead  short  lines,  each  furnished  with  a  hook,  are 
suspended.  Handline  fishing  is  carried  on  almost  every¬ 
where  around  our  coast,  and  with  every  variety  of  tackle, 
according  to  the  kind  of  fish  worked  for. 

Rigs  .—The  remarks  made  in  the  last  volume*  about 
handiining,  and  the  gear  there  described  were  merely  pre¬ 
fatory,  although  the  rigs  particularized  would  be  generally 
useful  for  harbour  fishing.  But  as  the  mode  of  fitting  and 
using  deep  sea  handlines  varies  in  different  localities,  it 
will  be  advisable  to  give  a  detailed  description  of  the 
various  “rigs"— as  they  are  designated— which  are  in 
vogue  at  different  fishing  stations. 

There  are  two  distinct  types  of  handlines  for  deep-sea 
fishing— viz.,  the  “chopstick,”  or  spreader  rig,  and  the 
“  boat-shaped  ”  rig.  These,  it  will  be  eventually  seen,  are 
more  or  less  alike,  although  differing  in  constructive 
detail. 

The  Chopstick  line  consists  of  a  lead,  a  spreader,  two 
or  more  snoods  (with  or  without  swivels),  and  two  or  more 
hooks,  and,  of  course,  the  main  or  handline. 

The  Boat-rig  handline  comprises  a  hand  or  main  line, 
a  boat-shaped  lead,  a  species  of  spreader,  a  long  snood  or 
trace— sometimes  locally  known  as  a  sid-strap  —  some 
shorter  snoods,  and  the  necessary  hooks. 

Weight  of  Leads.— No  arbitrary  rule  can  be  laid  down, 
local  requirements  varying  so  much  ;  those  of  one  and  a 
couple  of  pounds  being  usually  ample  for  the  use  of  the 
average  sea-side  visitor.  But  during  spring  tides,  if  fish¬ 
ing  in,  say  twenty -five  fathoms,  you  will  hardly  keep  the 
bottom  with  leads  under  half-a-dozen  pounds  in  weight. 
But  I  take  that  the  majority  of  my  readers  will  scarcely 
care  to  go  in  for  such  fishing,  which  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  is  a  laborious  task,  but  will  confine  themselves  to 
some  more  moderate  work,  so  that  for  a  chopstick  hand¬ 
line  I  would  recommend  buying  lib.  and  21b.  leads  only. 
Leads  can  now  be  purchased  so  cheaply  that  I  would  not 
suggest  the  amateur  being  bothered  by  making  them  him¬ 
self. 


Selection  of  Line.— The  choice  of  the  main  line,  as  re¬ 
gards  size,  must  depend  upon  the  locality,  depth  of  water, 
and  size  of  fish  to  be  expected ;  as  regards  description, 
upon  the  length  of  the  fisherman’s  pocket.  For  harbour 
fishing,  I  last  year  gave  particulars  of  handlines  answer¬ 
ing  for  such  purpose  as  catching  dabs,  flounders,  eels, 
whiting,  pout,  and  so  forth ;  but  if  offing  or  deep-sea  fishing 
is  to  be  carried  on,  large  fish  may  be  reasonably  expected, 
and  strong  gear  becomes  requisite.  Now,  probably,  some  of 
my  readers  will  say  I  harp  upon  one  string  ;  and  why  not, 
if  that  string  be  a  good  one  ?  So  I  will  again  risk  suggest¬ 
ing  the  use  of  a  plaited  line.  No.  2  or  No.  3  plaited  flax  or 
hemp  blind  cord  is  as  good  as  can  be  used,  and  as  strong  as 
will  be  required.  No.  2  to  be  used  for  the  lighter  gears,  and 
Nos.  3  and  4  for  heavy  leads.  I  forget,  at  the  moment, 
what  the  retail  prices  are,  but  I  rather  fancy  about  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  and  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
gross  yards.  Now  as  a  gross  is  144yds.,  or  72  fathoms,  one 
gross  will  make  two  good  lines  of  36  fathoms  each  ;  or  one 
of  36  fathoms  and  two  of  18  fathoms  each.  These  lines  are, 
as  I  said  before,  but  slightly  dearer  than  a  twisted  line. 

The  weights  of  such  plaited  lines  are  as  nearly  as  pos¬ 
sibly  as  follow 

No.  1  weighs  Jib.  per  144  yards. 

No.  2  „  lib.  „ 

No.  3  „  ljlb.  „  „ 

No.  4  „  21b.  „  „ 

No.  5  ,,  31b.  ,,  ,, 

No.  1  is  suitable  for  drift  and  float  lines. 

No.  2  „  ,,  small  whiting,  pout,  and  mackerel. 

No.  3  „  „  bass,  pollack,  and  whiting. 

No.  1  „  „  heavy  leads  for  conger  and  hake. 

No.  5  „  ,,  ,,  „  large  cod,  hake,  con¬ 

ger,  and  ling. 

If  economy  be  the  order  of  the  day,  then  a  30  fathom  stout 
whiting  line  may  be  procured,  the  cost  of  this  being  about 
one  shilling  and  sixpence,  if  bought  at  a  shop  where  the 
fishermen  buy  their  tackle  ;  if,  however,  the  amateur  goes 
to  a  swell  fishing-tackle  warehouse  he  will  probably  have 
to  pay  a  fancy  price. 

The  weights  of  the  spun  or  twisted  hemp  lines  are  per 
60  fathoms 


No.  1,  30-thread  line  51b. 

No.  2,  15  „  2ilb. 

No,  3,  12  „  lib. 

No.  1.  for  heavy  leads  for  large  cod,  conger,  &c. 

No.  2  for  leads  up  to  61b.  for  conger,  pollack,  large 
whiting,  &c. 

No.  3  for  whiting,  pout,  and  ground  mackerel  lines. 

A  comparison  of  the  weights  and  lengths  will  show  that 
the  plaited  lines  are  much  lighter  to  use. 

Stiffening.— Whichever  description  of  line  be  chosen  it 
should  be  dressed  in  a  stiffening  preparation  ;  and  there  is 
nothing  simpler  than  Brunswick  black,  thinned  down  with 
turps,  or  marine  glue  thinned  down  with  naphtha.  Either 
of  these  mixtures  must  be  heated,  and  the  line  soaked  in 
until  all  the  air  bubbles  have  disappeared,  when  the  lino 
is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  mixture  and  hung  up— on  the 
stretch  if  possible— to  dry,  which  will  only  be  a  matter  of 
an  hour  or  two.  If  the  line  is  to  bo  used  for  a  detachable 
chop-stick  with  a  figure  of  eight  in  the  centre,  then  a  loop 
about  4in.  long  should  be  worked  at  one  end ;  for  other 
rigs  the  end  snould  be  simply  whipped  or  knotted.  This 
stiffening  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  spun  or 
twisted  line,  otherwise  it  will  curl  and  snarl  in  a  fearful 
manner.  In  the  case  of  a  plaited  line  it  is  very  advisable, 
as  a  plaited  line  when  wetted  is  apt  to  swell  and  become 
very  wiry. 


“  Vide  “  Sea  Fishing  Notes,”  by  “  M.  M.” 


The  essential  principle  of  a  chop-stick  hand  line  is 
that  it  is  a  line  with  a  weight  at  the  end,  and  two  or  more 
snoods  terminated  by  hooks,  kept  apart  by  a  chop-stick  or 
spreader;  the  chief  thing  to  avoid  being  any  possibility  of 
the  snoods  becoming  foul  of  or  entangled  in  the  main  line. 

The  Southampton  Rig  is  usually  made  by  casting  a 
conical  or  pear-shaped  leaden  sinker  round  a  piece  of 
galvanized  iron.  The  weight  of  the  lead  varies  according 
to  requirement.  For  pouting  fishing,  for  instance,  in  a 
harbour  or  where  but  little  tide  runs,  a  lib.  lead  is  ample  ; 
for  whiting  fishing  in  the  offing  21b.  or  even  31b.  is 
necessary.  The  galvanized  wire  spreader,  too,  varies  in 
proportion,  both  as  regards  length  and  substance.  For  t  he 
smaller  lead  a  wire  spreader  about  12in.  long  is  ample,  and 
°f  ^  o.  8  or  No.  10  B.  W.  G. ;  for  the  heavier  leads  the  length 
should  be  nearly  a  couple  of  feet,  and  the  substance  Jin.  in 
diameter.  An  eye  should  be  turned  round  at  each  end 
of  the  spreader,  and  it  is  advisable  to  close  the  joint  by 
soldering  it  up  close.  A  loop  of  fine  strong  line  is  worked 
into  these  eyes,  and  to  these  loops  the  hook  snood  is 
attached. 

The  snoods  may  be  of  plaited  silk,  fine  flax  line,  twisted 
horsehair,  twisted  gut  or  gimp  whipped  on  to  hooks  with 
long  shanks.  These  snoods,  or  hook  links,  must  be  of  such 
length  that  the  two  hooks  will  not  touch  each  other,  and  as 
the  links  on  bought  mounted  hooks  are  pretty  much  of  a 
general  length,  this  will  be  best  arranged  by  regulating  the 
lengths  of  the  loops  at  the  eyes  of  the  spreader.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  addition  to  the  gear,  which  prevents  any  kinking  of 
snoods,  is  the  use  of  a  small  swivel  between  the  loop  and 
the  hook  link. 

This  form  of  tackle  is  much  used  at  Southampton  and 
many  other  places.  Its  only  advantage  is  that  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  rigidity  about  it ;  but  from  the  amateur’s 
point  of  view  this  very  quality  becomes  a  drawback,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  for  different  styles  of  fishing  or 
strength  of  currents  a  stock  of  leads  and  chopsticks  must 
be  kept.  It  is  cumbrous  to  use  and  awkward  to  stow,  as 
the  spreader  is  much  longer  than  can  be  accommodated  on 
an  average  sized  winder. 

The  North  Sea  Sprawl  or  Sprool  rig  is  used  chiefly 
for  cod  fishing,  and  is  a  strong  member  of  the  chopstick 
tribe.  It  consists  of  a  lead,  varying  from  21b.  to  71b.  in 
weight.  Through  this  passes  loosely  the  sprawl  wire  or 
spreader,  which  is  a  strong  rod  of  fin.  round  iron  measur¬ 
ing  a  couple  of  feet  across.  This  sprawl  is  bent  downwards 
in  the  form  of  a  bow  to  nearly  a  half  circle  ;  to  each  end  a 
loop  is  lashed,  to  which  is  attached  a  snood  about  6ft.  long. 
The  hook  used  is  a  medium  sized  cod  hook,  and  this  is  fixed 
to  a  snood  consisting  of  a  bunch  of  open  strands  of  sail 
twine  about  nine  inches  long,  so  that  the  fish  cannot  bite 
through  the  line,  the  sharp  teeth  passing  between  the  soft 
twine.  In  the  sprawl  rig  the  wire  spreader  is  loose  in  the 
lead  and  is  kept  in  its  position  by  a  lashing  of  twine.  In 
effect  it  is  but  a  heavier  form  of  the  Southampton  rig. 

Detachable  Leads.— As  leads  of  different  weights  will 
be  required  for  different  places,  it  is  advisable  to  use  a 
detachable  lead  so  as  to  avoid  carrying  about  a  number  of 
chopsticks.  The  most  useful  weights  are  lib.  and  21b..  but 
in  offing  fishing  or  in  a  very  strong  tideway  leads  up  to 
41b.  will  be  frequently  required  ;  ergo  a 
Detachable  Chopstick  Rig  is  one  which  admits  of 
the  lead  being  changed  to  suit  the  tide  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  spreader  has  a  double  eye  like  a  figure - 8 - formed 

in  the  centre.  The  sinker  is  provided  with  a  cord  sling, 
which  is  passed  through  the  lower  eye  and  over  the  upper 
one  ;  while  a  loop  on  the  hand  lino  is  passed  through  the 
upper  eye  and  slipped  over  the  sinker. 

The  Kentish  Rig  is  a  chopstick  arrangement,  and  is, 
I  consider,  the  best  of  all  this  class  of  gear  for  the  ama¬ 
teur’s  use,  for  it  obviates  the  inconvenience  attaching  to 
the  Southampton  rig,  as  one  chopstick  will  answer  for 
many  leads  or  sinkers  of  different  weights.  In  this  rig  the 
sinker  is  a  conical  shaped  lead  (having  a  hole  cast  through 
the  upper  part),  slung  on  a  piece  of  stout  leather.  The 
spreader  is  a  piece  of  wire  about  3-16th  inch  diameter,  and 
of  a  finished  length  of  18  to  20  inches.  The  middle  of  this 
wire  is  coiled  three  or  four  times  round  a  piece  of  3-8th  or 
4-inch  iron,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  tube,  through  which  the 
leather  sling  of  the  lead  passes.  The  spreader  can  thus 
turn  round  with  the  wash  of  the  tide  on  the  sling.  The 
arms  of  the  spreader  are  usually  bent  downwards  some¬ 
what  and  provided  with  eyes,  to  which  loops  are  added  as 
in  the  Southampton  rig,  and  swivels  are  usually  inserted 
between  the  loops  and  the  snood.  The  length  of  snoods 
may  be  up  to  24ft.;  but  for  a  beginner  at  this  sort  of  work  I 
would  advise  that  they  do  not  greatly  exceed  the  length  of 
the  spreader  from  the  centre  of  the  tube  to  the  eye. 

Spiral  Spring.— And  now  just  a  “  tip.”  The  efficiency 
of  any  hand  line  will  be  increased  by  the  insertion  of  a 
brass  wire  spiral  spring  above  the  lead  in  the  chopstick 
arrangement ;  and  between  the  lead  and  trace  in  any  of 
the  streaming  rigs  such  as  the  Dartmouth,  Guernsey,  boat¬ 
shaped,  &c.  The  spring  must  be  only  of  moderate  strength, 
so  that  it  will  respond  to  the  pull  of  a  21b.  fish,  yet  strong 
enough  not  to  take  a  permanent  “  set  ”  with  a  pull  of  a  201b. 
cod.  Of  course,  in  making  up  rigs  of  different  strengths 
for  different  fish  the  stiffness  of  the  spring  will  vary  to  suit 
such  strength.  One  a  couple  of  inches  long  is  ample.  The 
ends  of  the  wire  forming  this  spring  must  be  turned  round 
to  form  eyes. 

Swivels.— I  always  consider  that  a  chopstick  (or  for  the 
matter  of  that  a  rig  of  any  pattern)  is  vastly  improved  by 
the  insertion  of  a  brass  box  swivel  above  the  lead  (and 
where  a  spring  is  used  it  should  be  placed  between 
this  and  the  lead),  and  for  this  reason :  when  a  weight 
is  hung  on  the  end  of  a  line  it  has  a  great  tendency 
to  revolve,  more  especially  if  the  line  be  a  hard  wiry 
twisted  one.  If  this  revolving  action  takes  place  in 
the  direction  of  the  twist,  the  latter  is  so  increased 
that  the  line  is  snarled  or  kinked  up  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  provoke  the  use  of  strong  language  ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
the  revolutions  are  against  the  twist  then  the  line  becomes 
unlaid.  It  will  be  found  that  nearly  all  three-strand  spun 
or  twisted  lines  are  affected  in  this  way.  I  have  used  lines 
which  might  have  had  a  meat  jack  tearing  away  at  the  end 
of  them,  so  persistently  did  the  chopstick  lead  revolve  on 
being  hauled  up ;  it  was  too  utterly  ridiculous.  Now  a 
decent  swivel  will  stop  all  this  revolving  business,  although 
it  will  not  prevent  snarling.  Two  stranded  lines  have  been 
tried  to  overcome  this  nuisance,  but  unless  a  line  is  uncom¬ 
monly  well  made  the  evil  still  exists.  A  buckle  swivel  or  a 
hook  swivel  will  be  found  as  a  rule  the  most  convenient 
form  to  use  between  the  loop  of  the  snood  or  trace  and  the 
hook  link. 

The  Paternoster  is  usually  a  very  deadly  way  of 
fishing,  and  is  a  very  useful  type  of  handline  for  sea  fishing ; 
it  may  with  advantage  be  used  in  many  localities,  especially 
where  the  bottom  is  of  sand  or  fine  shingle,  with  an  absence 
pf  weed  or  rock,  The  paternoster  must  come  under  the 


headof  a  chopstick  rig,  as  a  spreader— although  only  alittle 
one— is  or  should  be  employed.  Particulars  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  a  paternoster  line  of  this  kind  were  given  in  an 
early  number  of  the  notes.  A  very  good  form  of  this  gear 
may  be  made  in  a  similar  way  to  the  Guernsey  rig  (ex¬ 
cepting  the  trace)  by  increasing  the  number  of  spreaders, 
which  should  be  made  in  the  same  manner.  They  may  be 
kept  the  proper  distance  apart  by  knots  on  the  main  line, 
which  should  be  served  over  with  t  wine  where  the  friction 
of  the  revolving  spreader  takes  place.  The  snoods  will  he 
necessarily  short  to  prevent  any  fouling. 

The  Portsmouth  Rig  is  practically  a  paternoster  fitted 
with  a  sinker  of  about  41b.  at  the  end,  whilst  above  it,  at 
intervals  of  8in.,  pieces  of  whalebone  or  wire,  9in.  long,  are 
fastened  across  the  line,  having  at  each  end  a  short  hit  of 
fine  line  carrying  a  bright  tinned  hook.  Eight  or  ten  of 
these  spreaders  are  thus  fastened  at  the  middle  to  the  line, 
and  the  whole  apparatus  moved  gently  up  and  down.  In 
this  case  no  bait  is  used,  the  bright  hook  proving  a  suffi¬ 
cient  ati  raction  to  the  herrings,  for  the  capture  of  which 
it  is  chiefly  employed.  On  some  parts  of  the  Scotch  coast 
this  arrangement  is  called  a  “dandy-line  ”  or  “jigger.’ 

Method  of  Using.— In  using  the  chopstick  line  from 
a  boat,  the  hooks  (after  being  baited)  are  to  be  laid  over 
the  side,  and  the  line  lowered  until  the  lead  touches  tho 
bottom  :  it  is  then  to  be  pulled  back  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
hooks  to  clear  the  ground,  which  will  be  determined  by  the 
length  of  the  snood  or  hook  link.  When  fishing  for  flatfish 
the  baited  hooks  may  be  nearer  the  bottom  than  when 
whiting,  &c.,  are  sought  for. 

The  lines  should  always  be  held,  and  not  made  fast  to  a 
seat  or  tholepin,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  fish  for  them¬ 
selves.  Immediately  a  bite  is  felt  a  sharp  jerk  should  be 
given  to  the  line  to  drive  the  hook  in  fast,  and  the  tackle 
hauled  up  as  quickly  as  possible.  As  fish  cannot  be  played 
on  a  hand-line  they  not  unfrequently  get  off  the  hook  ;  the 
spiral  spring  I  spoke  of  will  greatly  help  in  striking  them. 

On  the  north-west  coast  of  Scotland  a  very  killing  piece 
of  apparatus  is  made  use  of  in  fishing  for  cod  and  ling 
with  a  hand-line,  which  has  aptly  obtained  for  itself  the 
cognomen  of 

The  “  Murderer,”  and  a  very  deadly  bait  it  is  too. 
In  appearance  the  rig  is  a  leaden  fish  cast  to  represent 
a  herring,  weighing  about  a  couple  of  pounds,  and  answers 
the  purpose  of  a  bait  and  sinker  combined.  Three  holes 
are  drilled  through  this  “fish,”  one  just  above  the  tail, 
another  just,  below  the  gills,  the  third  being  through  the 
middle.  Through  each  of  these  holes  a  short  piece 
(about  tin.)  of  stout  line  is  rove,  and  to  each  end  a  strong 
tinned  cod  hook  is  securely  bound.  Thus  the  completed 
armament  consists  of  six  hooks.  A  strong  copper  wire 
loop  is  passed  through  the  lips  of  the  Murderer,  to  which 
a  long  stout  hand  line  is  knotted. 

The  entire  arrangement  is  lowered  over  the  side  of  the 
boat  to  a  suitable  depth,  and  then  pulled  gently  up  and 
down  a  few  inches ;  in  fact,  a  sink  and  draw  motion  is  set 
up ;  the  hooks  shake  about  somewhat  with  the  movement, 
and  present  a  glittering  appearance  on  tho  sides  of  the 
leaden  fish-bait.  The  cod  or  other  fish  makes  a  dart  at 
this  apparently  moving  fish,  and  there  is  no  escaping  one 
or  more  of  the  half-dozen  murderous  appendages  fixed  to 
it.  For  amateur  handlining  for  cod  I  should  imagine  that 
one  on  a  smaller  scale,  say  lib.  in  weight,  would  be  the 
very  thing,  as  no  baits  being  required  the  amateur  fisher¬ 
man  is  saved  the  trouble  and,  to  many,  the  annoyance  of 
providing  and  handling  bait. 

Iam  indebted  to  Mrs.  Janet  Dunbar,  of  Oban,  a  well- 
known  fishing-tackle  maker,  for  one  of  these  Murderers. 
The  price  is  not  large  (two  shillings  and  sixpence  each). 
She  tells  me  that  a  party  of  gentlemen  went  out  recently 
in  a  boat  at  Strathy,  and  with  four  of  these  arrangements 
they  took  upwards  of  eight  hundred  cod  in  one  day.  I  am 
off  again  to  Cornwall  shortly,  and  intend  to  try  mine 
among  the  hake  and  cod  on  that  rocky  bound  coast. 

{To  be  continued.) 


MIDLAND  ANGLING  NEWS. 

By  C.  W. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  working  committee 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  elected  to  do  duty 
for  the  present  year  of  1891  was  field  on  New 
Year’s  Day  at  the  headquarters  of  the  association, 
the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birming¬ 
ham.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  presided  ;  and  Mr.  Y.  A.  Dance  occupied  the 
vice-chair.  The  absentees  were  Messrs.  Gumbley, 
Griffiths,  Goode,  Allender  aud  Willock.  The 
president,  in  formally  opening  the  meeting,  wished 
the  gentlemen  present  a  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year.  This  sentiment  was  re-echoed  by  all 
present,  after  which  the  business  was  proceeded 

with,  when  the  secretary  was  called  upon  to  read  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  after  which 
the  auditors,  Messrs.  Hileyand  Holding,  gave  in  the  report, 
which  was  considered  very  satisfactory,  and  it  was  re¬ 
solved  by  the  committee  to  accept  the  balance-sheet  and 
auditors’  report  as  satisfactory,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  general  body  of  delegates.  The  balance  showed  that 
the  whole  of  the  quarter’s  liability  had  been  disbursed,  which 
amounted  to  near  upon  £12,  and  that  a  balance  of  £35  16s.  7d. 
was  carried  forward  to  the  current  account.  Tho  balance- 
sheet  also  showed  that  there  were  eight  societies  with  a 
muster  roll  of  over  one  hundred  members.  The  Bose  and 
Crown  headed  the  list  with  a  membership  of  168  members : 
Small  Heath,  153  Highgate  Park,  138 ;  Aston  Britannia, 
130  ;  Highgate,  114 ;  Brookfields,  107 ;  Bcllbarn,  101  ;  and 
the  Camden,  101.  Forty-nine  societies  paid  their  subscrip¬ 
tions,  and  two  were  ordered  to  pay  the  fine  for  not  paying 
their  subscriptions  at  the  appointed  time.  The  fifty  clubs 
showed  an  average  membership  of  fifty-seven.  A  visiting 
committee  was  then  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
new  societies  wishing  to  become  affiliated  with  the  associa¬ 
tion  ;  eight  gentlemen  were  nominated,  but  six  only  being 
required,  the  vote  had  to  be  taken,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  duly  elected :— Messrs.  Coles,  Bradbere, 
Allen,  Hall,  Dance  and  Simkiss.  The  secretary  was  in¬ 
structed  to  prepare  a  circular  to  again  draw  the  attention 
of  the  clubs  to  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  as  advanced  by 
Mr.  Coles  ;  it  was  also  suggested  that  the  circular  should 
be  accompanied  with  one  of  tho  lists  of  alterations,  so  that 
the  clubs  may  thoroughly  consider  the  matter  over  and 
give  their  delegates  instructions  how  to  vote  upon  the 
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different  subjects.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  special 
eneral  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  discussion  should  be 
eld  on  the  23rd  of  April  next ;  this  concluded  the  business 
of  the  meeting,  when  the  president  thanked  the  gentlemen 
for  their  attendance,  _ 

Angling  is  still  out  of  the  question  in  the  Midlands  this 
week,  making  about  the  fifth  week  we  have  had  of  hard 
frost  and  snow.  On  Friday,  Jan.  2,  a  slight  thaw  set  in, 
and  on  the  following  Saturday  and  Sunday  it  thawed  in 
right  down  earnest,  and  rained  slowly  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  two  days  mentioned.  This  raised  the  hopes  of  a  certain 
few  who  looked  forward  to  the  end  of  the  next  week  for 
an  opportunity  to  roam  over  the  banks  of  their  favourite 
waters  in  search  of  Mr.  John  Pike,  &c.  I  happened  to  be 
at  a  well-known  hostelry  where  fishing  is  generally  the 
chief  topic  on  the  Saturday  evening  mentioned,  and  heard 
about  a  dozen  knights  of  the  rod  and  line  planning  over 
their  old  ale  and  tobacco  the  funeral  arrangements  of 
certain  pike  that  they  intended  to  bring  to  bank  ;  but  alas 
for  the  fickleness  of  our  very  changeable  climate  !  On  the 
following  Sunday  evening,  at  about  nine  o’clock,  the  wind 
changed,  and  it  commenced  to  freeze  with  such  severity 
that  the  whole  of  the  pools  in  the  parks  and  the  reservoirs 
were  thrown  open  for  skating,  the  advertisements  stating 
that  the  ice  was  better  than  ever.  This  state  of  things 
still  continues,  and  has  every  appearance  of  continuing  for 
some  time  to  come. 


ANGLING  SLANG. 

By  A.  M.  Hiddon. 

It  is  somewhat  indicative  of  the  Englishman’s 
love  of  sport  that  his  every-day  conversation,  es¬ 
pecially  in  his  lighter  moments,  should  abound 
with  metaphor  and  technicalities  drawn  from  the 
language  and  literature  of  our  national  pastimes. 
At  least  half  of  the  ordinary  argot  of  the  Britisher 
has  its  origin  in  one  or  the  other  of  our  popular 
field  sports ;  and  moreover  the  use  of  this  sport¬ 
ing  slang  is  by  no  means  only  confined  to  those 
alone  who  have  the  inclination  and  opportunity  to 
indulge  in  the  said  field  sports  and  pastimes.  The  veriest 
Cockney,  who  has  never  seen  a  fox,  handled  a  gun,  played 
cricket,  or  touched  a  cue  in  his  life,  is  just  as  prolific  and 
ready  with  his  “In  at  the  death,”  “Made  a  shot  at  it,” 
“  Bowled  him  out,”  or  his  “Scored  off  you  there,”  as  are 
any  of  those  fortunate  individuals  whose  leisure  and  means 
permit  them  to  follow,  as  their  most  serious  business  in  life, 
some  one  sport  or  another— a  sport  which  perhaps  to  most 
other  people  is  only  an  occasional  relaxation.  Certainly, 
there  are  many  who,  while  regarding  angling  as  merely  a 
dull  and  uninteresting  method  of  idling,  frequently  use  in 
their  ordinary  conversation  no  small  number  of  expressions 
and  phrases  which  have  had  their  source  in  the  “  contem¬ 
plative  man’s  recreation.”  Take  as  an  instance,  “Wade  in 
and  begin,”  a  remark  frequent  enough  on  the  lips  of  those 
who  probably  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  origin  of  the 
words  and  the  real  meaning  implied  by  them. 

But  if  the  Philistine  thus  appropriates  the  language  of 
the  cult  he  affects  to  despise,  what  of  the  enthusiast  him¬ 
self  ?  We  may  expect,  and  generally  we  shall  find,  him 
speaking  a  tongue  abounding  in  strange  expressions, 
deemed  by  outsiders  as  so  much  “  clap-trap  ”  and  “  side,” 
but  which  really  are  the  passwords  and  signs  of  the 
brotherhood  of  the  rod  and  gun. 

Angling,  though  not  so  productive  of  such  forms  of 
speech  as  some  sports,  still  is  rich  in  technicalities,  which 
first  obtaining  currency  in  the  club-room,  subsequently 
circulate  far  and  wide.  There  are  two  reasons  why  this 
slang  or  these  sporting  expressions  are  born  and  obtain 
publicity.  First  of  all,  many  of  them  must  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  individual  who  delights  in  misnaming 
all  things,  who  cannot  by  any  chance  call  a  spade 
a  spade,  but  must  needs  refer  to  it  either  as  a  “delving 
implement,”  if  the  said  individual  happens  to  be  a  respect¬ 
able  member  of  society,  or  else  as  a  “  d - d  shovel,” 

if  the  reverse.  Then  again  there  is  the  river  and  club  re- 
orter,  who,  with  a  wholesome  dread  of  tautology,  and  a 
etermination  to  be  original  at  any  cost,  strains  his  powers 
of  invention  in  coining  new  titles  and  phrases  for  old  names 
and  things.  A  short  perusal  of  the  fishing  reports  in  any 
sporting  paper  will  furnish  illustrations  to  any  extent  of 
the  failings  of  these  language  makers,  or,  perhaps,  we 
should  say,  language  breakers.  We  may  gather  from 
these  reports  that  men  nevergo  fly-fishing ;  no,  they  “wield 
the  greenheart,”  or,  horresco  refcrens,  they  go  “bug-chuck¬ 
ing;”  that  the  “  roachists  ’  or  “roachmen”  went 
“ maggoting,”  but  “failed  to  obtain  fish  of  any  calibre.” 

Again,  “ rodsters ”  seldom  have  “no  sport”  now.  If  un¬ 
successful  they  do  not  “  touch  a  fin,”  or  they  “fish  a  blank,” 
or,  as  we  once  saw  it  put,  “fail  to  get  on  terms  with  the 
scaly  inhabitants.”  If,  however,  luck  be  with  them,  they 
“basket”  or  “weigh  in”  with  “a  nice  dish  of  fish,”  or 
tailor-like,  “make  good  bags.”  Sometimes  the  terms 
applied  to  the  condition  of  a  river  indicate  the  reporter’s 
familiarity  with  waters  strong,  as  well  as  otherwise; 
though,  after  all,  the  suggestive  but  apt  description,  “gin 
clear,”  is  perhaps  as  good  as  “limpid  as  crystal.”  Else¬ 
where  we  note  a  most  delicate  intimation  thatsome  fishing 
excursions  are  not  always  conducted  entirely  on  total 
abstinence  principles,  for  one  report  runs  thus— “One  or 
two  stoppages  were  made  on  the  way  to  water  the  horses." 
On  another  occasion  we  learn  that  '*  the  evening  woundup 
by  singing  the  Queen  as  fishermen  only  can,”  which  report, 
to  judge  from  its  somewhat  involved  statements,  must  have 
been  written  before  the  effects  of  the  said  winding  up  had 
worn  off.  Under  the  shade  of  the  river  reporter  the  very 
names  of  the  fish  themselves  wither  and  disappear,  only  to 
burst  forth  on  us  again  with  additional  luxuriance— an  old 
jack  becomes  a  “  patriarchal  johnny  ”  ;  the  humble  gudgeon 
appears  as  the  “  toothsome  cyprinoid  ” ;  and  trout  blossom 
in  print  as  “  speckled  beauties,”  “  woodcock  of  the  river,” 
“fario,"  &c.,  and,  in  fact,  as  anything  except  plain  trout. 
So  that— 

“If  you  are  anxious  for  to  shine 
In  the  fish-reporting  line 
As  a  genius  new  and  rare. 

You  mustn’t  call  ’em  ‘  worms  ’ ; 

This  and  ‘  maiden  lob  ’  are  terms 
Which  are  ‘  played  out’  everywhere. 

*  Anarthropoda  ’  a  phrase  is, 

By  which  a  man  betrays  his 
Extreme  originality  of  mind  ; . 

And  if  ‘hooks  ’  you  want  to  mention, 

‘  Steely  wile’s  ’  a  neat  invention ; 

‘  Eyed  sneck’s  ’  another  of  the  kind.” 


Apart  from  the  exuberances  of  the  river  reporter’s 
English,  there  remain  sundry  really  necessary  technical 
phrases,  brief  and  to  the  point,  as  slang  generally  is, 
conveying  in  a  word  or  two  a  pregnant  meaning  to  the 
follower  of  the  “  gentle  craft.”  To  him  “  rising  short”  has 
a  woeful  interpretation,  and  a  “  sulking  ”  fish  means  vexa¬ 
tion  of  spirit,  and  often  enough  a  loss  of  time  and  tackle  ; 
while  a  good  “lie”  or  an  undisturbed  “ rest ”  offer  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  commanding  success  and  its  accompanying 
peace  of  mind.  Then  there  is  “tight-corking”  with  a 
“roach  pole,”  and  the  “Nottingham  style,”  beloved  of  our 
reporter’s  “barblers,”  and  “wet-flying,”  and  a  dozen 
others,  ranging  in  nicety  of  thought  and  expression  from 
the  term  “piscatorial  art”  to  the  street-boy’s  “got  him 
on  a  string.” 

There  are  some  slang  words  which,  much  connection  as 
they  may  seem  to  have  with  angling,  still,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  owe  their  origin  to  another  source.  Thus,  as  an 
instance,  “right  off  the  reel,”  though  applicable  enough  in 
the  description  of  the  rush  of  a  hooked  fish,  is,  no  doubt, 
a  nautical  slang  term,  and  refers  to  the  old  log-ship. 

It  is  amusing  to  try  to  decide  the  parentage  of  some  of 
these  terse  and  happy  “  slangy  ”  expressions.  There  is  one 
which  occurs  to  us  at  the  moment,  which  may  be  either  a 
reflection  on  the  generosity  of  those  who  are  the  pay¬ 
masters  in  this  world,  or  else,  perhaps,  the  exulting 
ejaculation  of  some  patient  angler.  We  can  well  believe 
it  to  be  the  latter.  Imagine  an  old  trout,  secure  from 
poachers  in  the  stump-strewn  thicket  of  his  lair,  a  terror 
to  his  smaller  relations,  grown  bloated  and  black  with 
years  of  cannibalism,  his  bower  a  perfect  museum  of 
“hungup”  tackle,  festooned  with  the  various  baits  and 
lures  which  have  failed  to  deceive  his  knowing  old  eye. 
Years  of  observation,  and  many  a  hairbreadth  escape  and 
“  break  away;”  have  gained  him  experience  and  a  cunning 
which  defies  the  art  of  the  most  skilful  angler.  The  local 
legend  runs  that  he  is  fifty  years  old,  and  can  tell  at  a 
glance  the  instant  it  touches  the  water  the  maker  of  any 
kind  of  “  Phantom  ”  that  is  offered  him  ;  and  as  for  taking 
an  artificial  fly,  you  might  as  well  fish  for  him  with  a  Bath 
bun.  At  last,  one  spring  day,  enter  to  him  Piscator, 
stealthily  and  craftily,  crouching  unseen  behind  each  bush 
and  shelter,  until  the  water’s  edge  is  reached.  Mr.  Trout, 
all  unsuspicious,  presently  becomes  aware  that  the  most 
luscious  and  solid-looking  May  fly  he  has  seen  for  years  is 
drifting  down  stream  towards  him.  Thoughts  of  former 
feasts  rise  to  his  mind,  even  the  very  flavour  of  them 
tickles  his  palate  again  ;  his  greediness  and  gormandizing 
reflections  dull  the  keen  eye,  usually  so  quick  to  detect 
the  tell-tale  gut,  as  he  lazily  sculls  himself  out  of  his  lair 
into  the  clear  water  towards  the  tempting  morsel.  A 
lumbering  roll,  a  frightened  dash,  a  shriek  from  the  winch, 
half-a-dozen  ineffectual  attempts  at  the  hitherto  successful 
stratagems,  and  he  is  in  the  landing  net,  Piscator  gleefully 
shouting  the  while,  “Got  a  rise  out  of  him  at  last." 
Anglers  will  claim  this  as  a  more  fitting  origin  for  the 
phrase  than  to  suppose  it  the  half-satisfied  remark  of  some 
clerk  as  he  leaves  the  “governor’s”  office,  a  few  pounds 
a  year  richer  than  before. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PLYMOUTH. 

By  William  Hearder. 

We  have  in  our  locality  about  a  dozen  rivers  that  afford 
good  sport  for  trout  fishing.  They  are  the  Tamar,  Plym 
(with  its  two  tributaries,  the  Cad  and  the  Meavy),  the 
Yealm,  the  Tavy  (with  its  tributaries,  the  Walkam  and 
Lumbern),  the  Nottar,  Juney,  the  Erme,  the  Dart,  and  the 
Avon. 

The  majority  of  these  are  preserved  by  the  Tamar  and 
Plym  Board  of  Conservators.  The  marked  improvement 
in  the  state  of  the  rivers  shows  the  amount  of  good  that  is 
done  by  careful  watching,  and  I  wouldstrongly  recommend 
that  they  should  be  supported  in  every  possible  way. 

The  first  eight  rivers  named  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  above-named  Board,  who  issue  tickets  and  licenses 


as  follows  :— 

s.  d. 

For  the  season  of  all  preserved  waters  . .  12  C 

For  the  Cad  only  .  5  0 

For  the  Walkam  only  .  2  6 

For  the  Tavy  down  to  junction  with 

Walkam .  5  0 

Day  cards  for  any  single  river .  10 


These  prices  are  much  lower  than  other  rivers,  and  only 
trout  can  be  caught;  but  for  7s.  6d.  you  can  procure  a  sai- 
mon  licence,  which  will  enable  you  to  take  salmon  and 
peel. 

This  licence  is  a  necessary  qualification  before  you  can 
procure  any  season  tickets,  but  the  day  cards  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  without  your  holding  a  salmon  licence. 

I  shall  in  this  article  confine  myself  to  the  Plym  and  its 
tributaries,  and  reserve  the  other  rivers  for  a  future 
day. 

0  he  Plym  rises  on  Dartmoor,  and  flows  on  the  average 
from  N.E.  to  S.W.  under  the  name  of  the  Meavy,  until  it 
reaches  Shaugh  Bridge,  where  it  is  joined  by  another 
stream  called  the  Cad,  which  also  rises  on  Dartmoor,  and 
flows  E.  and  W. 

From  Shaugh  Bridge  down  by  Bickleigh  Vale  and  Plym 
Bridge  it  is  called  the  Plym,  and  empties  itself  into  the 
Laira,just  below  Longbridge. 

(To  be  continued). 


GRESHAM  SOCIETY. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Young  in  the  chair,  and  among  other  business 
transacted,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  “  That 
this  committee  having  power  under  Rule  13  to  elect  dis¬ 
tinguished  anglers,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  many  impor¬ 
tant  services  rendered  to  this  society,  at  various  times,  by 
Dr.  Brunton,  M.A.,  M.D.,do  hereby  elect  him  an  honorary 
member.” 

At  an  ordinary  meeting  afterwards  held,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley,  two  new  members  were  elected.  A 
sub-committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  act  with  the 
secretary  in  making  arrangements  for  the  smoking  con¬ 
cert  to  be  held  next  Tuesday.  The  Chairman  caused  great 
merriment  by  reading  an  extract  from  “Ye  Logge  of  ye 
Lugger,”  being  a  humorous  description  of  a  fishing  excur¬ 
sion  by  four  members,  at  Leigh,  on  Boxing  Day. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  presented  the  society  with  some  ash 
pans,  suitable  for  anglers,  for  which  he  was  duly  thanked. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  respective 
chairmen. 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


lUpL’ts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  General  Committee  met  on 
Monday  last  at  Foresters’  Hall.  The  chair  was  taken 
shortly  after  8.30  p.m.  by  the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett.  Several  applications  for  hon.  bailiffs’  warrants 
were  considered,  and  the  committee  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  to  the  delegates  that  the  applications  from 
those  well-known  anglers,  the  Messrs.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  J.  II. 
Field,  and  G.  Armstrong,  should  be  complied  with.  As  the 
society  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  give  these  appoint¬ 
ments  only  to  tried  anglers,  they  had  to  refuse  several  such 
applications.  Finance  occupied  the  attention  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  for  some  time.  The  treasurer  was  able  to  report,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  large  yearly  rental  it  paid  for  its 
numerous  fisheries,  that  the  society  had  a  good  balance  at 
its  bankers.  Various  letters  from  anglers,  not  members  of 
the  association,  clearly  proved  the  appreciation  in  which 
the  society  and  its  fisheries  is  held.  The  meeting  terminated 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  The  committee 
wished  the  whole  of  its  members  a  prosperous  and  happy 
New  Year.— Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.  —  The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  January  12,  at  8.30.—  R.  Ghurney, 

SGC 

Anglers’  Association.— District  Visiting  Lists,  1891. 
—Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  forwarding  as  early 
as  possible  (if  they  wish  their  clubs  to  be  placed  on  the 
visiting  lists)  the  following  particulars ;  name  of  society, 
sign  of  club-house,  address,  meeting  night,  name  and 
address  of  secretary.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  in  conjunction  with 
the  S.L.U.V.L.  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  the  13th 
inst.,  at  the  Peckham  Bros.  A.S.,  Prince  Albert,  East 
Surrey-grove,  Peckham.  As  this  is  the  first  visit  in  the 
New  Year,  I  hope  to  see  all  clubs  on  both  lists  well  re¬ 
presented  on  that  evening.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  District 
Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. —Third  Rye  House 
competition,  March  23,  1890.  I  regret  to  state  there  are 
several  societies  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  returns  for 
the  late  competition.  I  trust  that  the  secretaries  or  others 
who  may  have  to  account  for  them  will  send  a  remittance 
at  once,  as  I  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee  in  a  few 
days.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln’s-inn  Fields.— On  January  4  I  am  sorry  to  say  we 
had  another  blank.  On  account  of  the  weather  being  so 
bad  the  members  would  not  venture  out.  On  Tuesday 
evening  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members  and  got 
through  a  lot  of  business,  also  adding  a  few  more  prizes 
to  our  list,  and  elected  Mr.  Wilson  as  a  member.  On  Jan. 
11  we  fish  a  pegged  down  match  at  Windsor  for  five  prizes, 
and  I  wish  to  see  a  good  muster  on  the  war  path,  as  it  is 
our  first  series  of  prizes  for  the  New  Year.  Jan.  13  being 
fixed  for  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers’  A.S.  return  visit,  1 
hope  to  see  as  many  of  our  members  present  as  possible.— 
J  Pailes  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 

Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— Owing  to  the  weather 
we  have  had  no  fish  shown  lately.  We  had  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  evening  on  New  Year’s  night,  when  several  members 
and  friends  attended,  it  being  a  farewell  supper  to  our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Vian,  in  recognition  of  his  services  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  above  society  during  his  stay  at  the  above 
house.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Nightingale,  faced 
by  Mr.  Cawley.  After  the  grand  repast— put  on  the  table, 
as  usual,  by  our  host,  Mr.  Vian— several  toasts  were  pro¬ 
posed  ;  then  Mr.  Charles  favoured  us  with  a  readinv, 
which  was  well  received  with  applause.  Then  came  out- 
old  member,  Mr.  W.  Say,  with  his  favourite  song,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  other  friends,  too  numerous  to  mention, 
we  passed  a  very  enjoyable  evening.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Quecn’s-road.  Battersea,  S.W. — The  half-yearly  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  Jan.  7,  when  the  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  sound  financial  position, 
was  passed.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows: 
Mr.  Charles  Waslell,  president;  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins,  vice- 
president;  Mr.  George  Edwards,  treasurer;  Mr.  George 
Martin,  weigher-in  ;  Mr.  A.  Dodd,  check  secretary ;  Mr. 
George  Mumford,  secretary ;  committee— Messrs.  J.  D. 
Smith,  C.  Sturmere,  G.  Searle,  W.  Wallis,  H.  Higgin¬ 
botham,  H.  Himes,  W.  D.  Smith,  and  J.  Pindar.  It  was 
decided  that  the  club  subscribe  ten  shillings  and  sixpence 
yearly  to  the  T.A.P.S.  Mr.  R.  Wellman  will  read  a  paper 
on  Tuesday  next,  on  “Bait  Casting.”  Anglers  invited.— 
George  Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 

Grange-road.— I  reported  last  week  that  no  fish  had  been 
weighed  in  at  this  society  for  three  weeks  ;  but  I  found  on 
arriving  at  the  club  house  on  Friday  last  I  was  mistaken, 
Mr.  James  Smith  having  weighed  in  lib.  13oz.  of  roach 
on  Dec.  29th,  he  not  having  arrived  in  London  in  tune 
to  reach  the  club  house  on  the  28th.  No  fish  since, 
and  not  likely  to  be  for  some  time  to  come.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfiriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
S  mthwark-street,  Blackfriars-road.— Only  two  members 
weighed  in  on  the  4th  inst.,  Harry  and  Horace  Howard. 
Although  not  particularly  inviting,  the  grateful  thaw  and 
downpour  of  rain  looked  like  a  chance  of  dodging  the  ice¬ 
bergs,  but  on  arriving  at  a  little  village  in  Essex  it  was 
found  that  the  ice  was  nearly  a  foot  thick.  A  drop  of 
brandy,  a  “  bit  of  silver,”  a  crowbar,  a  pickaxe,  and  a  hay 
fork  soon  made  a  hole.  The  brandy,  I  may  mention,  was 
not  poured  on  the  ice,  but  the  flask  (a  full  one)  was  offered 
to  the  perspiring  workman  (think  of  it,  perspiring !)  to 
take  a  “  nip,”  and  was  returned  empty.  However,  the 
hole  made  and  the  ice  cleared,  a  few  minutes  were  allowed 
and  some  of  the  inevitable  ground  bait  dropped  in.  The 
plummet  registered  8ft.  of  water,  and  at  the  first  cast  to 
the  surprise  of  the  locals— and,  it  may  be  added,  to  the 
anglers— a  half-pound  perch  was  soon  landed  on  the  ice — 
erch  and  roach  alternately  in  the  same  swim  for  two 
ours,  a  little  over  81b.  In  the  event  of  the  ice  continuing 
for  three  or  four  weeks,  it  would  be  cheapest  to  take  your 
own  pickaxe  and  crowbar,  although,  as  a  rule,  the  ordinary 
paraphernalia  of  on  angler  is  about  as  much  as  can  well  be 
managed.— G.  H  Howard,  hon.  sec. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


fi«!°swl|^B[0thiCrs  Angling  Society.  Sun  Tavern, 
,fC\\'MnC0!in  8  Vi 11  I-  mlds. — Members  will  please  to 
note  that  IV  ednesday,  the  ltth,  is  quarterly  nighL  In  my 

the1  7? hk  whCPn°rt  tho  d,:Uo  sh?uld  have  been  the  13th,  not 
m  e0l-rf  ?ft,VrnJ  "  ill  take  place  on  the 
BMmnfnn  itni|UnllSd  T  isiting  List.-D.  WARREN. 

ctmnufX7  s^Sl  nF  S?Clety’  Gr?ve  Tavcrn-  Leau- 
W  >  '..  n ,  V  ‘T1. ,beg  t0  ,nfornl  those  members  who 
ruuDer  maPrh  hn«  iat  th®  meetl5«  this  evening  that  the 
onPthP  b,een  arra"gcd  to  take  place  at  Windsor, 

on  the  2oth  instant,  weather  permitting.  Three  special 

snectalTrLP0  f  by  the  club  0,1  this  occasion,  and  two 
CnEt  n  honorary  members.-H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree 

fishTh7s1Cw;Fuad’nBrrlcV  £~W.e  have  weighed  in  no 
Tpis^veek.  On  Tuesday  evening  last  we  had  a  very 

fnrr„PUSlneSS  nleeVng-  Members  and  friends,  please  don't 

January  lfthniH^^lnner  ta£es  Plac,e  on  Tuesday  next, 
TO  membersrand  visitors'  tickets  3s. 
each.  Our  worthy  host  has  provided  a  new  piano  for  this 

preside11’  All'fr.Vn  i  UF  brother  angler,  T.  P.  Hawke-,  will 

HAwKEs!"ecrel7ry  °med  aft®r thc  cloth  is  removed. 

Biscatoriais,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 

the  4th  ist  Svrr  cs  °»f  brla,lks  was  happily  broken  on 

'  mst.,  when  Mr.  A.  Richards  weighed  in  a  few 

the  varVou7emhr0nnthe  T^ames;  1  trust  the  members  of 
nort  of  Mr  R^o7lU  make  a  whip  round  in  sup- 

fo  nrovkmVhF  Jghalin  sappllcatlon  for  funds  to  enable  him 
dinner  1  im«VtCV keeperf?>  ,&c-  with  their  usual  annual 
also  tenH  °f  rcco£mLon  of  their  past  services,  and 

>  encourage  them  in  the  furtherance  of  their 
Clanham  T««»+lble  dnties.— C.  Roherts,  hon.  sec. 
Wmsum  W  n?a ,  Anglrlng  Society,  the  Clarence, 

whTch  hf  G1Fhan?  Junction,  S.W.-Our  match, 

7nned  HH  tmi  -tak,en  pla1c  on  4th  inst.,  has  been  post- 
menibers1  1  Tt  &rn  a?  whlch  1  should  like  to  see  all 

i  be  roving,  members  to  go  where  they 

should  lilrpln  i  all  to  start  on  the  same  morning.  I 
-A.  TRo^VBiu^E/seT1  th0SG  menibers  wh0  are  in  arrears. 

T>?IeFkFnWeV  a“d  District  United  Visiting  List.- 

Rrnthe^A^v  ona th?  above  will  be  to  the  Bloomsbury 

Lincoln^  ^un^pEm0®1®*^3,4  tVe  Sun  TaYern,  Gate-street, 
V  ucoln  s  lnn  Fields,  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  13,  this  being 

meeting  siFe^th011  tbl-S  Vst’  They  have  attended  every 

deslrvla  m,mn^y  £01£®d  us  a  year  ago,  and  therefore 
deserve  a  bumper.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 

.  Vc  had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  at  our  club-house  on 
January  4.  ^Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  with  nearly  61b.  of  fine 


dace;  and  E.  George,  4ilb.  of  the  same  sort;  and  Mr.  H. 
-JdT  'cAMM^ee  l  lb'  °f  g°°d  daC®’  a11  from  the  tideway. 
Inhere  If*  ^ugiing  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
viMu'n^r7’n!,>t  Kt0PvT0n  ,'e  4th  lnst-  a  few  of  our  members 
wa^Mi^WTm’  ?Uu  tfLe  ?nly. one  "’bo  met  with  any  sport 
tinn  ‘  nn'T  if’)'b°u,halt  few  nice  roach  in  prime  condi- 
was'held1  ^Th'AFi’  th®  6tb’  ?ur  Quarterly  general  meeting 
thanF  r!.'i  7  i®  halance-sheet  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of 
10  Vl®  auditor.  Members,  please  attend  on 
MuBY5secXt’  aS  t  lC  matc  i  rnay  be  again  postponed.— S. 

W^nfwi^gUVgSPciety’  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.- 
a  had  f-V  and  suow  our  members  have  been  having 

a  bad  time  of  it,  one  notable  exception  being  Mr.  Dwver 

at  'smfnfa  Cd  tv,0®  Tuesday  last  ten  handsome  chub  caught 
The  supplementary  dinner  takes  place  at 
ehrhfV  ^V  vT1  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  13th  inst.,  at 
eight  p.m.  Members  kindly  note  this.— T  F  B 

roadie  WgtS?Cufy,the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
?sf  in7^-^bewF7nighAly  uieeting  was  held  on  the 
1st  inst.  Mr.  William  Rich  occupied  the  chair.  The 

«™F™yFUSFessMving  been.  disposed  of,  the  rest  of  the 
Was  <^evo^e^  to  a  musical  entertainment.  Several 
lg;v°V  SF!gS  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Rich,  Tagg, 
*ur’  ^C*  ^  rofessor  Green  played  several  fine  selections 
vnliiV6  £oncev.\]nt  °n  the  15th  inst.  the  Anglers’  Bene- 
yP  fPt  box  will  be  opened,  after  which  Professor  Green 
wulread  a  paper  on  angling.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see 
members  from  other  societies  who  would  like  to  attend  the 
meeting.  Chair  taken  at  8.30.— W.  K. 

m?TOXton  Brot4iers  Angling  Society.-On  the  4th 

Wi\h  71777  again  sailed  from  a  blank  by  H.  Da  Costa 
Jt5.a-,eT*pe5Bh  4rom  tbe  Lea.  The  members  will  oblige 
by,f beir  attendance  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Jan.  13,  to 
select  club  prizes  and  appoint  auditors.-R.  Giiurney 
secretary. 

8t?fdeP®^dent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  12,  Bateman- 
Soho-square,  W.— The  chair  and  vice  for  next 
?fuart®r  nwdl  be  Messrs  Wilson  and  A.  Pain ;  auditors, 
,!  ^V;A  '0trd0rl  a?d  A  pain.  Mr.  Phillips  resigns  his  post 
as  assistant  secretary  from  this  date.  Fishing  is  with  us 
at  a  complete  standstill.— Snap. 

,Azaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  will 
.on  pete  to  five  special  prizes  on  the  18th  inst.  at  Amberley, 
bet«  cen  Timberley  Bridge  and  the  Park  gates.  Tow  path 
?,„yv  4  beg  40  remind  the  members  that  there  are  still 
Aventy  Christmas  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for;  all 
larticulars  can  be  had  the  club  house.  Mr..  J.  McDermott 
*  fead  a  PaPer.  entitled  “Experiences  of  a  London 
loach  AngIer,  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  inst.  All  members 
ind  friends  are  cordially  invited.— H.  B. 

r^Av,  ,°if  Ir  ®  V,ak!  Angling  Association,  163,  Gold- 
avMv-road,  V,  .—The  following  have  been  out  during  the 
'-euk  on  u  le  Thames— viz.,  Messrs.  T.  Collins,  R.  Jones,  F. 

anid.  R'  Mas5n-  hut  only  the  first-named 
veighcd  in,  and  he  succeeded,  under  great  difficulties,  in 
ecunng  ten  good  chub,  being,  however,  most  unfortunate 
n  losing  a  really  handsome  specimen.  Better  luck  next 
line.— Crystal  Hook. 

w,!,ttl8  nnl<Jep,®ndcnt  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Bedford-street,  Ampthdl-square,  N.W.  —  On 
■v  ednesday  last  we  had  a  very  fair  meeting,  and  some 
Fi  Fan,ubu?iness. was  got  through.  Five  shillings  was 
?“  f?, tb?  Manning  Testimonial.  During  the  holidays 
Morgan,  on  the  27th,  weighed  in  a  tine  chub  over 
iekF.  Warner  has  kindly  sent  us  a  season 

ichet  to  be  fished  for.  \\  c  still  have  room  for  a  few  more 
forking  members,  as  there  are  still  a  lot  of  good  prizes  to 
®  ')on-— J*  vY .  Biggs,  secretary. 

Miidmay  AngUng  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
tenrys  Walk  NT— Our  weekly  meeting  as  usual,  Mr. 
liver  m  the  chair.  It  being  our  half-yearly  meeting,  the 
blowing  officers  were  elected  for  the  next  six  months:— 
resident,  Mr.  J.  Bunn  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Oliver: 
easurer,  Mr.  C.  Froud;  delegates,  Messrs.  Bunn  and  I 
u."/?*T ;  committee,  Messrs.  Garratt,  Jcrmy,  Dyer,  Short, 

?“  thiver ;  auditors,  Messrs.  Short  and  Dyer.  The  rest  of 
M  evenmg  was  spent  in  harmony,  to  the  great  enjoyment 
all  present.— J.  Comber,  sec. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 


Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.— The  members  of  the  above 
society  held  a  smoking  concert  on  Now  Year’s  Eve,  com- 
bined  With  Mr.  Conway’s,  the  treasurer,  annual  Christ- 
,w.i.en  ?  y°r/  J0,b7  evening  was  spent.  Mr. 
Conway  took  the  chair,  faced  by  Mrr.  Selman.  M.  Victor 
Event  s  band  was  m  attendance  and  gave  us  some  splendid 
harmony.— J.  Joliffe,  hon.  sec. 

Biscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— Oiving  to  the  severe  weather  two  competitions  have 
lasped.  All  prizes  (about  £20)  not  taken  on  the  days  sot 
Fy  111  llst  are  now  eligible  to  be  fished  for  on  any 

Thursday  up  to  the  close  of  the  Society’s  season, 

committee  *  Y*  FZ^1  awar<^e^  *n  OI*der  of  merit  by 

,T?®kham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 

ImS,tnfeTUF ay‘g  T°TV®’  4iecki' A  Visit  of  the  clubs  on  the 
South  London  United  and  the  Anglers’  Association  Visiting 
Lists  will  take  place  at  the  above  club  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  13 
when  we  hope  to  «ee  a  good  muster  of  our  angling  friends 
to  spend  a  jolly  evening.— A.  G.  Duke,  sec. 

XToi8-  &  Su“  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
^ treet,  Clerkenwell. — A  special  meeting 
of  this  club  was  held  on  Wednesday  last.  After  some  dis¬ 
cussion  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  arrangements  for  the 
next  outing  till  the  end  of  the  month  in  the  hope  of  more 
favourable  weather.  A  grant  was  unanimously  awarded 
rrom  the  benevolent  fund  to  a  member  who  has  been  un¬ 
fortunately  laid  up  for  a  long  time.  Next  week  being 
quarterly  night,  members  will  please  take  note. — J. 
skinner,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-streot,  New 
Kent-road.— Several  menibers  were  out  on  Jan.  4,  but  onlv 
one  succeeded  in  getting  any  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  W.  Tidmarsh 
He  therefore  takes  the  remaining  prize  left  over  from  the 
December  competition.  The  above  member  was  elected 
chairman  for  the  month  of  January.— E.  Pyne  sec 
c  ®uym.?urf  Brothers  Ajngling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road.— On  December  28  six  members  ven¬ 
tured  out,  but  did  not  weigh  in  any  fish  ;  so  we  had  another 
blank,  angling  being  at  a  standstill  for  the  present.  Members 
being  in  arrears  are  requested  to  show  up  as  soon  as  possible 
We  have  just  been  presented  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  with  one 
of  the  late  I  rank  Buckland’s  “  History  of  British  Fishes  ” 
for  our  library,  to  whom  the  members  wish  to  return  their 
hearty  thanks.  Tickets  are  now  ready  for  the  C.  and 
D-  L.\  .  List  competition,  to  be  held  at  Windsor  on  Jan  25 
— S.  Cane,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Anglers’  Association,  Darlington. -The 
members  held  their  first  meeting  this  year  on  Friday  last  to 
select  officers  for  the  present  year,  most  of  them  being  re¬ 
elected.  President,  Mr.  C.  H.  Sharp :  vice-president,  Mr. 
f;„Xarey  ;  treasurer,  T  N  Lloyd;  committee,  Messrs.  Jno. 
Dutton,  (Mias.  Gillam,  T.  Hooper,  W.  Honeyman,  Jno.  Rob- 

J’  iKTFyfer  ,and  T-  Watson;  auditors, 
M  u,tch F3011  and  M^.  W.  Prince.— J .  F.  Smythe,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— The 

aext  visit  in  this  list  will  be  to  the  Peckham  Brothers  A  S 
held  at  the  Innce  Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham, 
on  1  uesday,  the  13th  inst.  This  being  the  first  visit  in  the 
new  year  I  hope  to  see  every  Society  in  the  list  repre¬ 
sented.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

V)7aF,?ners  A?gling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

V  auxhall-cross.— Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the  4th  inst.  but 
met  with  very  poor  sport.  I  wishto  remind  members  that  all 
those  prizes  that  were  not  won  at  our  last  outing  have  been 
postponed  to  a  future  date.  We  have  a  handsome  gold 
scarl  pin  to  be  fished  for,  given  to  us  by  a  gentleman  for 
the  largest  jack  up  till  the  end  of  the  season.  All  those 
members  wishing  to  compete  in  our  next  match  are 
requested  to  bring  themselves  within  limits.— H  C 
hon.  sec.  ’ 

^  Green  and  Fulham  Angling  Society _ 

It  above  society  have  removed  from  the  Norfolk  Arms 
c  wth  17n<Tr-i0<ad\  to  the  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham-road' 
S.W.,  when  Mr.  Laws  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  general 
business  transacted.  Mr.  H.  Sutehall  and  Templeman 
were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  society  at  the  Central 
Association.  Mr.  Staines  was  duly  nominated  as  a 
member.  All  communications  should  be  addressed,  the 
Secretary,  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham-road,  S  W  — 

E.  Sutehall,  secretary. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth, 
S.L.— On  Wednesday,  Jan.  7,  there  was  a  good  muster  of 
members  and  friends ;  no  fish.  Next  Wednesday  we  hope 
every  member  will  attend,  as  I  have  omething  to  bring 
forward  appertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  club.  Mr! 
Richard  Bailey  was  elected  a  member  of  this  society! 

«  u  rj  itrc  on,  account  of  the  frost  four  lapsed  prizes  to  be 
fished  to,  when— we  must  leave  that  to  the  clerk  of  the 
weather.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

We,st  Ha“  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— At  our  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
have  our  return  visit,  and  to  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
January  the  20th,  hoping  that  all  the  clubs  in  the  No,  1 
Eastern  District  will  give  us  a  call  on  that  night,  as  we 
ha,ve  plenty  of  room  and  hope  to  have  a  good  companv- 
and  I  can  assure  you  all  that  we  will  do  all  we  can  to  make 
you  welcome.— R.  Lowther,  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.-Tho  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
7th  inst.,  at  the  Earl  Derby,  King  Edward-road,  South 
Hackney,  Mr.  King  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  and  passed.  On  Wednesday  next,  14th 
instj,  the  first  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Earl 
Her  by.  Chair  to  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  The  secretary 
will  read  a  paper  on  “  Ledgering  versus  Float  Fishing,”  to 
be  followed  by  a  discussion.  As  very  many  accomplished 
singers  and  reciters  have  undertaken  to  assist,  I  can 
ensure  a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  all  who  attend.  Ad¬ 
mission  will  be  by  tickets,  obtainable  from  mvself  at  77 
tinsbury-pavemcnt ;  or  from  the  landlord,  Mr.  King,  at 
the  Earl  Derby.— H.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

gStt tI  oTtieT^ 

uazette,  bt.  Dunstans  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

..To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  anv  of 
Bridge  g7ven  ftj’  th®  tlm®  of  high  water  at  London 

(55  min.  for  Kew. 

75  „  „  Richmond. 

80  „  „  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

Bridgnrwm bVhigh11811!^ 

minutes  later.1  b  h  ®h  tGr  at  TeddlnSton  at  3.25  or  85 

7  8tr?ng  wifi*4  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London 
Saturday,  Jan.  10 . ,M°Ll6g' 


Add 


730  min. 
40 

r 

Iso 


for  Chelsea. 
Putney. 
Hammer¬ 
smith. 
Barnes. 


Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


11.. 

12... 

13.. 

14.. 

15.. 

16.. 


2.  5.... 

2.53.. .. 

3.41.. .. 

4.29.. .. 

5.17.. .. 

6.  6.... 


Bridge. 

Evening. 
1.41 


2.29 
3.17 
4.  5 
4.54 
5.41 
6.31 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 


A  Close  Time  for  Trout. — A  meeting  of  anglers  favour- 
abie  to  a  close  time  for  trout  was  held  in  the  Religious 
Institution  Rooms  Mr.  G.  W.  M’Creath,  president  of  the 
United  Angling  Clubs,  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance.  After  some  discussion  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that,  in  order  to  provido  for  the  better  preservation 
of  yellow  or  fresh-water  trout,  and  in  the  interests  of  fair 
sport,  the  time  had  come  to  press  upon  the  Government 
the  necessity  of  securing  by  Act  of  Parliament  a  close 
season  for  yellow  or  fresh-water  trout,  and  that  a  deputa¬ 
tion  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  Lord  Lothian  to  elicit  his 
influence  to  bring  in  a  bill  containing  a  provision  which 
would  make  it  illegal  to  fish,  take,  or  expose  for  sale  yellow 
or  fresh-water  trout  from  October  15  till  February  1,  and 
that  the  deputation  take  such  other  steps  as  may  be 
necessary.  J 


tLThe  Bower  Thames — General  Remarks -The 
thaw  which  set  in  on  Saturday  night  and  continued 

ingTlil  frost  Mto7efhprdayAaBd  gver>!  appearance  of  mov- 
rost  a,lt2ga4Ver> and  the  wow-skaters  were  rejoicing 

nf  MlP,ifPie®f’  but  they  werc  not  gratified,  as  the  morning 
of  Monday  last  commenced  with  the  renewal  of  the  frosf 
P'ld8trong  indications  of  a  continuance,  the  ice  having 
been  considerably  improved  by  the  thaw  and  surface  of 
water  that  became  frozen  afterwards.  The  reports  that 
have  come  m  from  the  different  portions  of  the  ri ver  aro 
in  ®  st.er.e°typed  nature,  “  What  with  the  cold  winds 
and  the  ice  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  fish.”  It  is  some  vears 
since  the  angling  was  so  kept  in  check  by  a  continued  frost 
b,ke,  the  present  season,  and  which  has  proved  so  great  an 
TmS10!!10  anghng  competitions  in  connection  with  the 
London  and  suburban  piscatorial  societies.  Not  only  has 

thlS  respect-  but  other  outdoor  sportsas 
well.  This  week,  however,  opened  with  a  dispersion  of  the 
fog,  and  commenced  with  clear  open  weather.  I  am  now 
looking  forward  to  the  dinner  to  the  river-keepe”  and 
others  who  have  assisted  in  the  protection  of  the*  Thames 
Fishery ,  which  was  fixed  by  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
to  take  place  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  East  Molesey,  close  to' 
Hampton  Court  Station,  on  Friday  evening,  January  30 
at^lx-S®4°ck’ "ader  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Alfred  NutLll, 
tuet8  Fe  dve  shillings  each,  and  any  of  the 
friends  of  the  society  who  would  like  to  be  present  on  so 
interesting  and  enjoyable  an  occasion  can  do  so.  I  shall  be 
happy  to  supply  them  with  tickets  if  they  will  send  me  a 
line  to  11,  Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow,  as  early  as  possible. 

I  hope  soon  to  hear  some  angling  news,  and  to  find  the 
anglers  agam  on  the  warpath  ;  but  when  a  breaking  up  of 
the  frost  comes,  with  so  much  snow  on  the  ground  it  will 
tao®  S0nI*®  tlJB®  to  get  the  water  in  proper  condition.— B. 

,  Staines.— Charles  Hone  writes:  “I  have  been  out  to- 

^7d®eBday *  f<?F  4ack'  but  the  result  was  a  blank  (the 
first  day  for  a  month),  when  I  saw  where  one  trout  had 
spawned  at  Penton  Hook,  but  was  covered  with  ice  at  the 
bottom  which  I  think  will  not  do  much  damage  I  havl 
heard  lots  of  argument  about  the  Thames  freezing 
whether  it  freezes  at  the  top  or  the  bottom.  Any  gentle- 
ehFmbi7  W0ldd  like  be  piloted  to  prove  for  himself  I 
+i?01rnu  be  very  P4eased  to  render  my  services.  Some  sav 
the  Thames  does  not  freeze  at  the  bottom  :  my  opinion 
differs-I  say  it  does,  and  now  is  the  time  to  settle  these 
arguments  and  prove  that  it  does.  My  experience  is  thfs 
and  Thames  commences  freezing  in  the  slacks  and  eddies,’ 
and  outside  the  eddies  commences  the  stream,  and  then  it 
begins  to  freeze  at  the  bottom  as  I  showed  my  patron 
to-day-from  one  yard  long  to  one  hundred  yTds  there 
was  one  solid  bed  of  ice  at  the  bottom.  I  broke  it  up  with 
my  punt  pole Ho  convince  him.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  have 
a  change  for  the  best,  and  on  the  warpath  again.” 
i-nY,Pper  Thames.— Thames  angling  is  now  not  an  un- 
w DB  t i,q U an ’  bF,,vel7  much  known  to  be  down  to  zero 
with  the  weather  following  suit.  The  river  is  frozen  over 
in  many,  if  not  most,  places  to  a  depth  of  6in.,  and  conse¬ 
quently  what  is  the  angler’s  poison  is  the  skater’s  food  I 
witnessed  this  afternoon  some  two  hundred  or  more 
f^atists  and  hockeyists  going  in  for  all  the  fun  of  the  fair 
(mostly  fair)  on  the  river  opposite  Shaw’s  river  frontage  at 
Marlow.  Such  a  sight  has  not  been  witnessed  in  the 
memory  of  the  middle-aged  generation.  Anglers  can  now 
ofF,  7*7  and  be  thankful  ”  and  by  their  firesides  dream 
-mIrlow  Buzz11  d’  W°Uld’  and  Sh0uld  ”  d0  in  the  future. 

Thames  (Hatchet).— There  has  been  no  fishing  done 
here  for  some  time,  with  the  exception  of  an  hour  I  was 
out  on  Tuesday,  tempted  by  a  nice  morning.  While  out  it 

began  °  fI®eferhfU’d’  i®fl  90ngealed  round  the  float  as  it 
went,  in  fact,  I  found  fishing  impossible.  The  reach  is 
again  nearly  blocked  with  ice  ;  from  the  weir  to  tho  Albert 
Bridge  is  a  sight  Jo  see,  masses  of  ice  collided  together,  and 
anyone  cou ld  walk  upon  it.  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  some 
time  before  there  will  be  any  fishing.— G.  Lumsden. 
k  “a®kobn6  District.— Weather  remains  very  severe 
but  there  are  a  few  open  places  where  tributaries  join  the 
main  river,  where  fishing  is  still  possible. 

Dougla,s  (Isle  of  Man).— The  weather  still  continues 
mild  and  open,  and  the  rivers  in  good  order.  Jack  Frnsi 
seems  to  have  forgotten  the  island  altogether.  The  sea 
fishing  has  improved  very  much  during  the  past  week 
There  are  great  numbers  of  very  fine  cod  in  excellent 
condition  in  the  offing,  about  two  miles  out,  and  plentv  of 
silver  whiting  and  small  cod  close  in.  The  mild  weather 
and  warm  westerly  winds  make  the  fishing  very  pleasant 
especially  as  bait  is  abundant.— Stormy  Petrel  ’ 

Chichester.— A  sudden  thaw  at  the  end  of  last  week 
somewhat  raised  the  hopes  of  anglers,  only  to  be  again 
mpped  in  the  bud.  Angling  and  hunting  men  must 
patiently  await  the  course  of  events,  but  I  am  afraid  the 
finish  of  the  season  must  be  a  poor  one  as  with  the  rivers 
m  their  present  state,  with  ice  in  some  parts  loin  in  thick¬ 
ness,  should  we  get  a  thaw  it  will  be  some  weeks  before 
the  water  will  be  in  condition.  The  ice  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  order  from  the  Basin  to  Birdham  lower  lock,  and  now 
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affords  nearly  a  four  miles  run  bar  the  bridges  at  Hunston, 
Donnington,  and  Birdhara.  The  harbour  at  low  watei  is 
a  mass  of  ice,  and  the  wildfowl  are  affording  good  sport, 
iudging  from  the  fuisllade  to  be  heard  at  flight  time.  A 
Quantity  of  silver  eels  have  been  taken  from  under  the  ice 
in  the  channel,  frozen  quite  stiff,  but  as  they  were  con- 
signed  to  the  London  markets,  they  have  doubtless  thawed 

by  this  time.  On  Thursday  evening  the  wind  had  veered 

to  the  south,  with  a  prospect  of  a  change,  ue  have  cer¬ 
tainly  had  quite  enough  of  this  old-fashioned  winter. 
George  F.  Salter. 


Dove  and  Tributaries.— With  a  thermometer  register¬ 
ing  some  seven  or  eight  degrees  below  zero,  angling  is 
deemed  out  of  the  question  here,  especially  as  ice  has 
formed  on  the  stills  and  is  found  floating  in  fragments  on 
the  streams.  A  client  of  ours  at  Bridgewater  writes 
stating  he  has  taken  a  coote  and  one  and  a-halt  brace  ot 
pike  with  a  Kill  Devil  fishing  from  the  bridge  at  that  place. 
We  should  imagine  Bridgewater  to  be,  therefore,  a  more 
genial  spot  than  the  Peak.— D.  and  \V .  H.  Foster,  Ash¬ 
bourne 


of  last  week  hopes  of  a  speedy  dissolution  of  the  ice  were 
raised,  and  for  a  short  spell  the  thermometer  got  as  high 
as  42  deg.  F.  Too  good  to  last,  however,  was  this  much 
desired  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  during  Saturday 
night  and  Sunday  the  frost  again  set  to  work  as  though  it 
meant  no  nonsense.  The  effect  of  this,  after  the  thaw,  was 
to  considerably  strengthen  the  ice  and  render  it  more  suit¬ 
able  for  the  purposes  of  skaters.  Hardly  a  yard  of  good 
fishable  water  is  available  at  the  present  time  in  this 
locality,  as  our  streams  are,  as  a  rule,  of  a  rather  sluggish 
kind  Wc  are  now  on  the  sixth  week  of  this  arctic  weather, 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  everybody  seems  to  be  sick 
of  it,  and  ardently  wish  it  would  vanish.  May  their  wishes 
be  quickly  gratified. 


Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).-For  another  week 
angling  remains  in  abeyance  throughout  the  Fen  districts, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  are  scarcely  any  more 
indications  of  a  break-up  than  what  had  developed  them¬ 
selves  last  Thursday.  True,  at  the  end  of  last  week  a 
partial  thaw  had  shown  itself,  and  during  Saturday  and 
Sunday  the  ice  had  broken  and  become  tender  in  many 
places  giving  anglers  some  hope,  but  frost  again  developed 
itself,  and  the  ice  covering  becoming  strong  once  more, 
skating  was  resumed  with  all  its  former  popularity.  Little 
else  but  ice  sports  were  thought  of  at  the  time  my  informa¬ 
tion  left  I  have  heard  of  odd  sportsmen  being  desirous  of 
trying  their  luck  when  the  ice  was  broken,  but  I  fancy  no 
verv  encouraging  success  met  their  efforts  ;  nor  will  any¬ 
thin"  worth  reporting  bo  done  until  a  more  general  thaw 

has  °comc  about.  This  would  be  certainly  heartily 
welcomed. — Limpet. 


Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  grayling 
streams  are  in  good  order  for  fisbing  if  anglers  care  to 
brave  the  cold  weather,  both  being  clear  and  a  nice  height. 
The  snow  has  thawed  a  little,  but  it  has  been  followed  by 
sharp  frosts,  and  it  has  not  altered  the  water.  F  ew  have 
ventured  out ;  but  sport  could  be  had  with  the  maggot  and 
grasshopper.  \Y  hen  the  weather  breaks  fishing  will  be 
quiet  for  some  time.  The  Pinsley  is  clear.— Gwynne 


of  the  earlier  days  of  the  week,  there  is  much  of  the  water 
used  by  anglers  yet  frozen,  and  only  in  the  upper  lengths 
of  the  river  and  some  of  the  smaller  streams  are  those 
waters  as  yet  open.  The  frost  has  returned  again  t 
las*  two  or  three  days,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  things 
may  be  as  bad  as  ever  again.  I  would  advise  visitors  not 
to  attempt  a  journey  to  any  water  hereabout  as  yet,  ior 
even  where  it  is  possible  to  angle,  the  water  must  be  very 
cold,  and  only  chub  in  the  deeper  holes  would  be  likely  to 
furnish  sport.  It  is  many  years  since  the  pike  in  tms 
district  had  such  a  long  respite,  and  this  either  ought 

improve  the  supply  for  the  future,  or  furnish  bettei  spent 

in  the  spring.  The  prospects,  so  far,  though,  arc  very  poor, 
and  distress  is  becoming  prevalent.— Luci. 


Sootoh  Reports. 


Idle  (North  Notts).-The  frost  still  continues,  though 
the  partial  thaw  at  the  end  of  last  week  had  the  effect  of 
breaking  up  some  of  the  ice  in  the  district.  The  drains 
about  the  lower  portion  of  the  district  are  still  largely 
frost  bound,  and  the  ice  on  the  larger  lakes  and  ornamental 
waters  about  the  “dukery  ’  is  thick,  and  still  largely  used 
for  skating.  The  large  lake  at  Clumber  is  m  excellent  con- 
dition  again,  and  many  have  been  disporting  themselves 
thereon  The  Duchess  of  Newcastle  and  many  ladies  of  the 
district  have  been  among  the  number  this  week.  Some 
few  of  the  more  eager  of  the  angling  fraternity  have  been 
twin"  for  chub  and  other  fish  on  the  upper  portion  of  the 
river”  but  their  efforts  have  been  disappointing.  Bait  is 
said  to  be  very  scarce  for  pike,  and  where  it  is  for  sale 
high  prices  arc  demanded.  Though  people  arc  getting  used 
to  the  frost,  not  a  few  will  be  glad  when  it  clears  away.— L. 


Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).—  A  thaw  last¬ 
ing  some  three  or  four  hours  occurred  on  Sunday  evening, 
bringing  some  “  broth  ’  into  the  rivers.  Since  then  it  has 
been  freezing  continuously.  The  “broth”  must  have 
passed,  for  the  streams  are  very  low  and  clear,  all  still 
waters  frozen  over.  No  rods  out — none  care  to  face  the 
extreme  cold.  Prospects  for  future  sport  very  uncertain. 
An  hour  or  two's  thaw  would  destroy  any  chance.  There 
is  a  great  depth  of  snow  on  the  higher  hills  near  the  sources 
of  these  rivers,  and  the  earth  is  still  covered  here.— K.  T. 
Williams. 


Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Anglers  here  are  frostbitten, 
and  pools  and  river  are  alike  ice-bound.  Hardy  indeed 
would  the  angler  be  who  ventured  forth  to  lure  the 
voracious  pike  under  such  conditions.  Yesterday  and  to¬ 
day  (Thursday)  for  the  third  time  this  year  the  river  was 
covered  with  ice  at  Grey  Friars  Bridge.  Skating  has  been 
right  merrily  indulged  in  on  all  the  larger  pools. — 
Piscator. 


Lsa.— Angling  is  still  entirely  suspended,  owing  to  the 
continued  frost,  and  now  that  we  have  had  another  down¬ 
fall  of  snow  a  commencement  of  sport  seems  to  be  even 
farther  off,  as  it  will  take  a  most  decided  and  continuous 
change  to  melt  the  accumulated  ice  and  snow,  and  some 
time  will  then  elapse  before  the  river  will  be  m  good 
fishing  order  again  ;  a  really  good  deluge  of  rain  would  be 
the  best  agent  in  bringing  about  this  most  desirable  con¬ 
summation.  Reports  of  catches  there  are  none,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  no  open  water  is  to  be  found  ;  perhaps 
a  consolation  for  the  present  state  of  affairs  may  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  fish  are  naturally  protected  from  the 
poaching  fraternity.  A  question  of  great  importance  to 
anglers  in  general  has  arisen  as  to  the  increased  scale  in 
the  size  of  fish  which  should  be  weighed  in  at  the  clubs  ; 
it  has  been  proposed  that  the  standard  weights  should  be 
verv  largely  increased.  I  certainly  am  of  opinion  that  an 
increased  scale  of  weights  would  be  productive  of  good 
results,  but  I  do  not  think  that  nothing  under  a  olb.  jack 
should  be  wcighable.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  such  a  size 
were  adopted,  it  would  give  great  dissatisfaction  to  many 
Lea  anglers  and  cause  a  lot  of  bother  and  trouble,  foi 
there  arc  not  many  who  would  return  to  the  river  say  a 
three  or  fourpound  jack;the  same  remark  apphesito  barbel, 
chub  and  bream,  the  weights  of  which  do  not  require  to 
be  so  largely  increased  as  proposed.  To  steer  a  middle 
course  is  the  best  plan  according  to  the  ideas  of— Spliced 
Joint. 


Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  continues  cold,  and  snow 
is  still  several  inches  deep  in  the  fields.  It  has  thawed  a 
little,  but  has  not  affected  the  water,  as  the  thaws  are 
followed  by  severe  frosts.  Near  Steventon  salmon  have 
been  seen  waiting  to  get  up  to  the  upper  parts  to  spawn, 
but  have  been  unable  to  do  so  owing  to  water  being  low. 
When  the  flush  comes  there  will  be  a  pretty  sight  to  be 
seen  with  them  jumping  the  weir  at  Ashford.  Grasshopper 
and  maggot  fishing  should  be  good,  and  anglers  who  would 
venture  out  would  be  almost  certain  to  take  some  nice 
grayling.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
low  and  frozen  over  in  parts.— S.  Ludlow. 


Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  low  temperature  still  con¬ 
tinues.  A  fairly  large  additional  quantity  of  snow  has 
accumulated  on  the  hills  and  in  the  comes,  where  there 
has  been  some  drifting,  but  the  severe  frost  is  not  looked 
upon  with  so  kindly  an  eye,  as  it  will  damage  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  the  shallower  spawning  beds.  A  good 
few  fresh  fish  of  the  winter  migration  are  still  in  the  lower 
reaches,  but  they  are  not  now  pushing  far  up.  A Ares n 
impetus  has  set  in  with  the  advent  of  the  New  i  ear  in 
regard  to  the  letting  of  vacant  waters.— Deesider. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale) — Referring  to  my  last  report 
(which  you  have  laid  over — possibly  being  too  late),  we  are 
now  quite  unexpectedly  in  the  midst  of  severe  wintry 
weather— certainly  long  after  youinF.ngland  have  badit. 
The  river  owing  to  the  severe  frost  of  the  last  few  days  is 
getting  very  low,  and  if  the  weather  of  this  kind  continues 
for  some  days  longer,  the  anglers  prospects  for  the  1-th 
will  be  poor  indeed.  But  no  one  knows  what  a  day  may 
bring  forth,  and  a  thaw  may  get  set  in  in  time  to  give  a 
chance  of  at  least  fair  spore. — S.  C. 

Loclileven  (Kinross).— It  may  interest  anglers  to  state 
that  this  loch  has  now  been  ice-bound  for  nearly  three 
weeks,  and  as  the  frost  still  cratinues  very  keen  there  is 
every  appearance  of  it  remaining  so  for  some  weeks  longer. 
Several  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  loch  has  been  so 
long  under  ice,  which  is  fully  six  inches  thick,  and  as  it  is 
pretty  generally  known  that  a  severe  winter  almost  invari¬ 
ably  precedes  a  successful  angling  season  here,  brighter 
prospects  are  in  store  for  anglers  than  have  been  for  the  past 
two  seasons. — Rout.  B.  Laing. 


Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  continues 
clear  and  low.  The  snow  has  disappeared,  but  slowly,  and 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  until  the 
severe  weather  goes.  At  little  Hereford  a  large  salmon 
has  been  taken  from  the  water  dead,  with  its  head  eaten 
away,  evidently  by  otters.  Other  salmon  are  unable  to 
pass  up  the  river.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  frozen  over  in  parts.— Worcester. 


Leicester.— We  are  enduring  a  very  disheartening  time 
of  it  iu«t  now-,  ns,  instead  of  the  angler  stealthily  plying 
his  art,  the  clang  of  the  steel  blade  is  plentifully  heard  ou 
the  best  fishing  waters  near  Leicester.  At  the  latter  end 


Trent  (Nottingham).— The  frost  broke  up  to  some 
extent  at  the  close  of  last  week,  and  on  Monday  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  ventured  out.  The  weather,  however, 
was  severe,  and  the  backwaters  were  still  covered  with 
ice.  Operations  were  accordingly  restricted  to  the  margin 
of  them,  and  at  Barton  the  live  bait  accounted  for  several 
good  pike  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  J.  Taylor  and  H.  Clifford, 
of  Nottingham  ;  Messrs.  J.  Theaker  and  P.  Wilson  of  the 
same  town  journeyed  to  Weston  Cliff,  and  succeeded  in 
taking  a  few  roach  and  dace  with  the  maggot.  On  the 
same  day  (Monday)  in  one  of  the  lower  reaches  a  Lenton 
angler  caught  two  pike  of  101b.  and  61b.  respectively,  and 
also  a  chub,  just  over  41b.  The  chub,  like  the  pike,  took 
the  live  bait,  which  is  a  rare  occurrence  in  still  water. 
They  are  frequently  taken  with  the  live  minnow,  and  the 
artificial  Devon  in  the  salmon  season,  but  it  is  seldom 
indeed  they  will  tackle  a  good-sized  pike  bait.— The  Man- 
at-the-Clubs 


Wharfe.— Weather  too  severe  for  grayling  fishing.  I 
have  heard  of  (no  one  being  out  during  the  past  week.— 
F.  M.  Walbran. 


Tweed.— The  sport  of  angling  is  at  the  present  time  in  a 

state  of  collapse,  the  winter  king  holding  sway  all  along 
the  vale  of  Tweedside;  and  the  many  rinks  of  skaters, 
both  on  river  and  pond,  tell  the  disciples  of  the  gentle  art 
that  their  “occupation’s  gone”  for  some  time  to  come. 
This  state  of  matters  has  held  good  for  about  a  week,  and 
although  the  river  has  not  been  frozen  so  much  all  that 
time,  yet  it  has  never  been  sufficiently  clear  of  ice  or 
frozen  snow  as  to  allow  of  any  fishing  being  prosecuted 
for  nearly  a  month  now.  As  the  state  of  things  is,  it  is 
much  better  for  all  concerned,  for  only  those  regular  river- 
loungers  who  are  to  be  seen  at  the  water  s  edge  when  legal 
fishing  closes,  are  the  parties  who  would,  if  the  conditions 
favoured  them,  be  seen  prowling  about  tbebanks  of  the 
rivers  at  the  present  season.  The  state  of  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot  since  the  breeding  season  set  in  has  been  one  of  the 
best  for  the  depositing  of  ova.  and  although  the  spawning 
“  redds  ”  on  the  lower  water  have  been  very  slightly  popu¬ 
lated  with  breeding  fish,  yet  one  understands  that  the 
middle  reaches,  some  distance  above  Kelso,  and  still  fur¬ 
ther  up,  have  had  a  good  supply  ot  the  gravid  fish  on  the 
“redds,”  and  everything  at  present  tends  to  the  belief  of 
the  season  being  a  prosperous  one  for  the  hatchings  out  of 
the  ova  laid  down.  To-day  (Thursday)  the  weatherisvery 
wintry,  snow  covering  the  ground,  while  we  ha\e  also  had 
a  very  hard  frost  during  the  night ;  and  as  I  write  snow  is 
falling  fast,  although  not  in  large  flakes.— Maxw  heel. 


Irish  Rsports. 


Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln).— Though  on  a  good  portion  of 
the  river  the  ice  had  been  broken  up  by  the  milder  weather 


Waterville  (County  Kerry).— The  Waterville  weir 

fishery  opened  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  no  salmon  were  taken. 
The  weekly  close  season,  however,  interfered  from  noon 
on  Friday  till  noon  on  Monday.  Five  salmon,  averaging 
121b  each,  were  taken  by  the  net  on  the  opening  day.  I  he 
rod  fishing  commenceson  February  1st.  The  prospects  are 
considered  hopeful.  Weather  fine  and  frosty.—  Iiios.  J. 
Dennehy. 


"WIII^BLIEIDOIsr  ZLiA-IKIIE 


(Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station,  District  or  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Tickets  2s.  per  Day.  Evening  Tickets,  available  after  4  o’clock  p.m.,  Is. 

THE  pike  fishing  season 

Opened  on  August  14th.  Tickets  2/6  per  Day.  No  Gorge  Fishing  allowed. 
Boats  on  hire.  Dinners  and  Teas  at  the  Cottage  on  the  Banks. 

Proprietor :  JOHN  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 


NEW  BATH  and  ROYAL  HOTELS, 


MATLOCK  BATE ,  DERBYSHIRE. 

Under  the  same  Management. 

Two  first-class  Hotels,  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent,  ^ere  Anglers  will  find 

every  accommodation.  Large  Billiard  Rooms,  Smoking  Ro  ,  ,  Splendid 

Rooms.  Large  Swimming  Bath  at  each  House.  Beautiful  Grounds.  Splendid 

Situation.  Terms  10/6  to  12/6  per  day  inclusive. 

Bus  meets  each  train.  Good  Stalling.  Posting. 

T.  TYACK,  Proprietor. 


FREE  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING  to  be  sold  by  private  contract, 


Commencing  January  15, 


Salmon  Fishers  should  make  a  note  of  the  alteration  of  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  Tay,  as  it  is  expected  to  benefit  that  fine  stretch  of  about  five  miles’ 
free  fisbing  attached  to 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL,  ABERFELDY,  N.B. 

ALEX.  N1COL,  Lessee. 


Only  a  few  copies  of  this  rare  and  useful  old  book  in  existence. 

By  Parcel  Post,  free,  for  10s.  9d.  in  Stamps  or  Postal  Orders. 

SLACKER'S  .ART  OP  PLY-MAKHTO,  ETC. 


Comprising  Angling  and  Dyeing  of  Colours,  with  HAND-COLOURED  SI  EEL  ENGRAVINGS 
OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  SHOWING  HOW  THE  FLIES  ARE  MADE  With 
Descriptions  of  Flies  for  the  Season  of  the  year  as  they  come  out,  Illustrations  of  Minnow  Tackles,  ccc 


ON  LOW,  MARSTON,  SEARLE  &  RIVINGTON,  Limited. 

ST,  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C; 


I  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  GEORGE  CURRELL,  the 

WELL  KNOWN  BUSINESS  OF 


FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER  &  TOBACCONIST 


CARRIED  ON  BY  HIM  AT 

64,  PARCHMENT  STREET,  WINCHESTER, 

In  succession  to  Mr.  G.  T.  COX,  together  with  the  Stock-in-Trad 3. 

Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  F.  J.  and  J.  C» 
Warner ,  Solicitors ,  Winchester  and  Bishops  Waltham « 
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NOTICE. 


Pishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
■btained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Book- 
tails  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
lealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 


uunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
ackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c. ,  must  be  addressed 
o  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
lunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


■spondents  are  requested, to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only, 
nd  give  their  real  namesand  addresses,  not  necessarily  as  signa¬ 
tures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless 
his  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  wiU  be  taken  of  such  com- 
nunications. 


TerniH  of  Subaoplptlon. 

Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
iessrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
■rietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
11  money  payments  should  be  made. 

)ne  Tear,  post  free,  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

..  '  Iroiana .  _  . 10s.  6d 

hx  Months  ditto  ditto  5s  4d 

three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s  8d' 


hope  for  it  is  another.  But  come  what  will’ 
aDglers  are  on  the  qui  vice ;  they  are  thinking  of 
the  salmon  they  mean  to  catch  ;  the  gillies  of  the 
tips  and  drinks  they  hope  to  receive ;  and  the 
tackle-makers  of  the  accounts,  from  a  foot  to  a 
yard  in  length,  which  they  expect  will  be  punc¬ 
tually  paid.  Tho  latter  are  busy,  very  busy. 
There  is  a  hum  of  preparation  ;  a  general  readiness 
for  the  fray  will  ho  witnessed  in  a  short  time. 
“  Flics  and  phantoms  will  be  flying  all  over  the 
country  by  post,  and  bundles  of  rods  belonging  to 
spring  fishers  be  carried  along  by  every  train. 
Jolly  anglers,  adventured  north,  will  meet  jolly 
anglers.  Many  a  good  story  will  be  told  ;  hotels 
and  lodges  will  ring  with  song  and  hearty  laugh, 
with  the  click  of  the  glasses  when  healths  are 
drunk  with  Highland  honours ;  and  ‘  buts  and 
bens  ’  will  be  fumed  to  excess  with  clouds  of 
anglers’  ’bacca  smok-6.  May  there  everywhere 
be  right  good  fellowship,  and  no  selfish,  annoying, 
quarrelsome  cusses  to  mar  the  harmony  ;  and  let 
us  wish  for  ‘  ane  an’  a’  ’  a  right  good  season,  right 
good  sport,  and  right  good  health  to  enjoy  the 
river-side  ”  this  spring  of  1891.  In  the  wmrds  of 
Robbie  Burns — 


uerica  and  the  Continent,  the  annual  subscription 
icluding  postage .  „  „  ..  12s  6d 


AdvevtlaementB. 


plications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
aD«ger  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter- 
London. 


3legrrai>hlo  Address— "  SIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 


—  tth  t  — 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  17th,  1891. 


SNING  OF  THE  SALMON  SEASON. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


'ice  again  the  salmon  season  will  soon  be 
i  us  in  full  swing.  Already  in  some  locali- 
it  has  begun.  Its  near  approach  always 
3  rise  to  an  amount  of  anxiety,  speculation, 
bustle  quite  extraordinary.  Not  only  among 
ers,  fishing  tackle  makers,  gillies,  and  the 
e  tribe  of  attendants  and  expectants,  but  also 
ag  netsmen— netting  lessees  and  the  practical 
dng  netters — is  this  the  case.  Of  the  doings  and 
aration  of  the  latter,  who  virtually  wage  a 
of  extermination  upon  the  salmon  (many  of 
i  even  in  the  close  time),  it  is  not  our  inten- 
to  speak  at  present.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  to 
exclusively  with  the  subject  of  early  angling 
matters  germane  to  it. 

iat  head  of  fish  there  is  at  present  in  the  bulk 
e  early  rivers,  or  what  head  there  will  be  in 
1  when  angling  on  the  whole  of  them  becomes 
ral,  no  one  can  yet  tell ;  but  with  open  weather 
nstant  presence,  ascent  encouraging  breezes 
squent  occurrence,  and  the  water  running  in 
strong,  though  not  flood,  volume  during  the 
three  wreeks,  the  best  and  the  worst  will  be 
n  by  the  end  of  that  time,  so  far  as  concerns 
lumber  of  fish,  pushed  inland  for  the  very 
anglers  to  operate  amongst.  In  real  open 
g  weather,  provided  the  volume  of  water  is 
'  medium  for  the  season,  the  number  of  clean 
run  up  ’  is  soon  pretty  accurately  guessed  by 
□owing  experienced  old  stagers.  To  be  san- 
□f  good  sport  is  one  thing,  and  to  earnestly 


May  they  hear  mony  a  merry  story, 

Hae  mony  a  laugh  and  mony  a  drink, 

And  aye  enough  o’  needfu’  clink.” 

In  early  spring,  angling  is  extremely  uncertain  ; 
indeed,  more  so  than  at  any  other  season.  In 
Scotland  rods  commence  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and 
while  as  yet  the  day  is  but  little  past  its  shortest. 
For  whole  weeks  on  end  the  weather  may  be  such 
as  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  sport  to  a  minimum. 
Except  Tay  and  Dee,  which  to  a  great  extent  are 
fed  by  springs  and  are  large  rivers  with  long 
courses,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  early  rivers 
which  afford  the  best  very  early  angling  are 
almost  wholly  surface-fed.  In  their  case,  there¬ 
fore,  long  tracts  of  severe  fro3t  reduce  the  volume 
of  water  below  fishable  size.  Moreover,  having 
but  little  current,  they  are  then  almost  wholly 
ice-bound,  and  it  is  only  by  breaking  the  ice  and 
resting  the.  pools  that  any  fish— if  up  from  tho 
sea,. which  is  not  always  the  case — can  be  caught. 
Again,  on  the  termination  of  a  heavy  snowstorm, 
with  the  disappearance  of  which  sleet  and  rain 
may  come  on  and  continue  for  days  on  end,  the 
water  may  be  knocked  out  of  order  for  a  long 
time,  and  the  trifling  sport  that  is  got  be  got  only 
under  the  most  uncomfortable  of  circumstances. 

For  such  a  great  length  of  time  a  netting  policy 
utterly  ruinous  to  the  rivers  has  been  pursued 
that  there  is  now  not  a  single  river  that  has  not 
its  early  spring  angling  impaired.  This,  on  the 
one  hand,  has  been  brought  about  by  cupidity 
and  ignorance,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  through 
a  want  of  concerted  determined  opposition.  It  is 
absolutely  true  that  everywhere  the  early  spring 
angling  has  fallen  off ;  but  to  say  that  it  has  fallen 
off  conveys  in  njany  cases  an  impression  that  the 
injury  done  is  very  far  short  of  what  it  actually 
is.  We  have  only  to  look  around,  as  it  were,  and 
take  in  without  any  bias  the  actual  situation.  In 
doing  so  we  must  find  out  what  rivers  once  on 
a.  day  afforded  good  early  angling,  and  also  what 
rivers  nowadays  afford  it.  Further,  we  must  ascer¬ 
tain  how  the  takes  of  recent  years  on  rivers  which 
still  afford  early  angling  stand,  as  compared  with 
the  takes  on  the  same  rivers  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
years  since.  Personally  on  these  points  we  have 
full  information  which,  sad  to  tell,  is  quite  appal¬ 
ling.  No  less  than  seven  rivers,  which  once 
afforded  good — two  of  them  excellent — early 
angling,  it  is  now  perfectly  useless  to  cast  a  fly 
on  till  the  spring  season  has  almost  run  its  course. 
Many  lovely  sporting  rivers,  a  perfect  treat  to 
the  eye  of  the  angler— rivers  such  as  the  Spey, 
Findhorn,  Beauly,  Shin,  and  Ewe— have  about 
become  fished  out  of  their  run  of  early  spring 
fish.  Then  many  rivers  which  naturally  have  a 
strong  run  of  fish  are  so  terribly  abused,  having 
dam  dykes,  cruives,  and  other  obstructions  thrown 
across  them,  that  the  fish  after  they  have  left  the 
sea  are  held  back  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  netters,  in¬ 
stead  of  getting,  as  they  ought,  to  the  anglingreaches 
above.  To  prove  incontestably  the  truth  of  this 
we  have  only  to  cite  the  Spey,  the  Deverou,  the 
Don,  and  the  North  Esk,  which  perfect  models  of 
salmon  rivers  possess  collectively  hundreds  of 
miles  of  splendid  angling  water,  which  is  never 
got  to  by  one  in  a  thousand  of  the  fish  that  enter 
them  in  early  spring. 

In  Scotland  almost  the  whole  of  the  naturally 
very  early  season  water  which,  in  angling  phrase, 


affords  really  decent  salmon  fishing  at  the  present 
day  is  confined  to  the  following  rivers  and  lochs, 
to  wit  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  Dee,  Brora,  Helms¬ 
dale,  Thurso,  Borgie,  Naver  and  Loch  Naver,  and 
the  Oich  and  Loch  Oich.  On  the  best  of  the 
sections  or  beats  of  these  waters  for  spring  fishing 
proper,  the  cream  of  the  sport  with  fish  in  the 
perfection  of  condition  is  usually  obtained  between 
the  middle  of  March  and  the  middle  of  April. 
But  while  this  gives  a  general  idea,  it  by  no  means 
has  an  all-round  application.  For  instance,  in  the 
lower  waters  of  the  small,  and  in  the  fairly  lower 
and  middle  waters  of  the  larger  rivers,  as  well  as 
in  Loch  Tay  and  Loch  Oich,  the  very  best  of  the 
sport  will  most  likely  be  got  in  the  early  days  of 
the  season,  orwithiu  a  week  or  two  of  the  season’s 
commencement,  provided  that  beforehand  for  a 
considerable  time  there  should  be  plenty  of  fish 
inshore,  open  weather,  and  sufficient  water  to 
admit  of  and  breezes  calculated  to  encourage 
ascent.  On  none  of  the  above-named  early  waters 
can  any  free  fishing  worth  having  be  had,  except 
by  privilege ;  but  the  wherewithal  in  hard  cash 
may  procure  a  rod’s  fishing  for  any  length  of  time 
from  a  day  to  six  weeks  on  the  waters  rented  by 
the  hotel-keepers  at  the  following  places : — Birnam 
on  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  Aboyne,  and  Ballater  on  Dee; 
Fort  Augustus  on  Oich,  and  Altnaharra  on  Loch 
Naver. 

.  Already  spring  fish  are  ascending  all  the  earliest 
rivers.  Before  the  New  Year  they  had  com¬ 
menced  to  run  Dee,  Tay,  Helmsdale,  Thurso, 
Naver,  and  up  the  Ness  for  the  Oich,  Loch  Oich, 
and  the  Garry.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  give 
any  idea  of  the  strength  of  their  numbers.  The 
greatest  head  of  them  that  we  have  yet  seen  or 
heard  of  ascending  in  one  shoal  was  thirteen  fish 
pushing  away  from,  a  tidal  stretch  on  January  3, 
but  doubtless  many  batches  of  greater  numerical 
strength  have  since  that  time  moved  up.  Now, 
however  (at  the  time  we  write),  this  severe  snow¬ 
storm,  which  is  pretty  general  and  is  accompanied 
by  intense  frost,  will  have  the  effect  of  dwindling 
down  the  volume  of  water  and  making  it  so  icy 
cold  that  but  very  few  fish  will  incline  leaving 
the  sea.  It  nevertheless  comes  at  a  good  time ; 
and  particularly  to  anglers  on  the  surface-fed 
rivers  of  the  far  north,  which  soon  flood  and  soon 
run  out,  it  will  prove  of  immense  service  should 
its- disappearance  bo  very  gradual. 

There  will  be  nothing  to  complain  of  on  the 
score  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  rivers’  bed.  Of  late 
years  the.  poverty  of  sport  to  a  considerable 
extent,  even  in  spring,  has  by  many  anglers  been 
set  down  to  filthy  accumulations  formed  during 
the  previous  summer  and  autumn  and  not  carried 
off  during  the  winter,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
strong  enough  floods;  but  this  year,  whether 
sport  prove  good  or  not,  anglers  will  certainly  find 
that  the  rivers  have  been  thoroughly  scoured 
out.  In  the  back-end  of  last  year  floods  wTere  of 
frequent  occurrence,  and  over  the  whole  of  Scot¬ 
land  one  of  them  rose  to  a  height  and  proved  des¬ 
tructive  to  an  extent  not  nearly  approached  for 
many  years  past.  In  consequence  the  spawning 
grounds  suffered  greatly,  and  a  great  deal  of  the 
spawn  of  the  early  spawned  fish  was  torn  up  and 
swept  away,  being  afterwards  found  along  the 
rivers’  banks.  Further,  in  a  good  many  cases  it 
has  been  seen  that  the  bed  of  the  river  has  under¬ 
gone  alterations,  and  likely  when  once  the  fishing 
opens  it  will  be  found  that  this  has  affected  the 
casts,  destroying  or  damaging  old  lies  and  forming 
new  ones,  which  is  always  the  case  when  a  flood 
is  of  such  violence  and  magnitude  as  to  roll  down 
stones  and  shingle  which  an  ordinary  spate  would 
never  move. 


SOME  AUTUMN  DAYS  ON  THE 
SPEY. 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 


( Continued  from  page  13.) 

The  worst  of  belonging  to  the  Flyfishers’  Club 
is  that  if  you  attempt  to  write  an  account  of  any 
fishing  you  have  had,  and  happen  to  drop  into 
the  club  to  have  a  yarn,  you  are  certain  to  find 
somebody  present  knows  a  great  deal  more  about 
the  river,  &c.,  than  you  do,  and  who  makes  a  dead 
set  at  you. 

There’s  W.,  a  Spey  fisher  from  his  youth  up, 
knows  all  about  it ;  too  busy  to  put  his  knowledge 
into  print,  and  instead  of  doing  his  duty  and 
sending  out  notices  for  the  annual  general  meet- 
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inc,  like  another  Goliath  he  parades  up  and  down 
before  the  club,  crying,  “  Come  to  me,  and  I  will 
give  thy  flesh  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  to 
the  beasts  of  the  field.  What  dost  thou  know 
about  Spey  fishing?”  Now,  everyone  knows 
W  and  it’s  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  cry, 

“  Am  not  I  a  Philistine  ?  ”  for  there  is  not  a  bigger 
one  in  the  club,  and  the  only  way  to  slay  him  is 
to  ask  him  what  he  will  have,  and  then  quietly 
pump  him.  If  he  recognises  any  results  of  work¬ 
ing  the  pump  in  these  lines,  he  may  consider  it 
a  slight  set-off  for  inquiring  in  a  loud  voice  when 
“  those  awful  days  on  Spey  are  going  to  begin. 

I  left  myself  (on  p.  thirteen  of  the  F.  G .)  about 
to  fish  the  head  of  the  “  Piles.”  After  covering 
as  much  of  the  cast  as  was  fishable  from  the  rock 
I  was  on— at  least  as  much  of  the  cast  as  I  could 
fish — Geordie  beckoned  me  to  come  up  on  to  the 
high  bank  and  fish  the  rest  of  it.  This  pool  is,  I 
think,  the  favourite  with  my  host.  For  about 
fifty  or  sixty  yards  the  ground  you  stand  on  to 
fish  is  level  with  the  top  of  the  Piles  ;  it  is  h  te 
fishing  from  a  wall  with  the  river  many  feet  below 
you.  Bringing  the  fly  back  over  your  left 
shoulder,  you  cast  out  almost  straight  across 
the  main  body  of  the  stream  and  let  it  work 
round  with  the  strong  current  holding  the  point 
of  the  rod  well  down  to  sink  the  fly.  The  fish 
take  generally  just  on  the  inside  of  the  stream, 
within  an  easy  cast  from  the  bank— often  indeed 
close  to  it  when  the  water  is  higher.  After  lifting 
the  fly  from  the  water  and  sending  it  behind 
again ‘before  making  the  forward  cast,  you  take 
two  or  three  steps  forward,  and  then  cast.  In 
this  way  your  fly  covers  fresh  water  everY  tl“e’ 
and  the  effort  of  casting  is  greatly  helped  by  the 
forward  movement  of  the  body.  Geordie  gave  me 
this  hint,  and  added  that  although  he  had  seen 
some  good  anglers  fish  this  pool  by  walking 
forward  a  step  or  two  before  lifting  the  fly  and 
then  casting,  he  considered  the  other  plan  was 
much  better,  and  I  soon  found  that  it  was,  and 
for  one  reason  because  the  water  is  almost  dead 
under  your  rod,  and  there  is  a  decided  back  eddy 
between  the  main  stream  and  the  slack  or  dead 
water,  so  that  your  line  drowns  very  quickly, 
making  it  difficult  to  lift  from  the  water  ;  to  walk 
forward  towards  your  fly  increases  the  belly  m 
the  line,  and  of  course  adds  to  the  difficulty  of 
recovering  it.  In  other  respects  this  pool  is  a 
very  pleasant  one  to  fish— mere  drawing-room 
work  compared  with  most  of  the  others. 

I  fished  it  down  and  then  went  below  to  the 
“  Boat  Pool,”  so  called  because  a  boat  is  kept  here 
for  crossing  the  Spey  when  pools  on  the  other 
side  are  to  be  fished.  And  what  a  lovely  poo 
this  is  !  Easy  wading  this,  I  think,  as  I  get  out 
towards  the  stream  which  now  runs  under  the 
opposite  rocky  bank.  A  change  of  fly  is  tried,  but 
all  to  no  purpose,  and  the  only  effect  of  my  cast¬ 
ing  is  that  I  hear  fish  moving  behind  me.  it  is 
curious  how  the  mere  passing  of  the  line  over  a  pool 
often  sets  the  fish  moving,  and  makes  them  show 
themselves  when  previously  not  a  fin  was  to  be 
seen.  Often  when  your  fly  has  barely  got  a  yard 
down  stream  a  fish  will  bell  up  in  thevery  spot  where 
it  fell  a  moment  before.  If  it  is  discouraging  in 
one  way  as  showing  they  are  not  taking ;  it  is  en¬ 
couraging  in  another,  as  it  proves  the  fish  are 
there,  and  may  be  in  a  better  humour  when  the 

light  suits  the  pool  better. 

Wading  out  as  I  was  well  over  the  hips,  I  began 
to  feel  an  unpleasant  sensation  on  the  inside  of 
my  right  ankle  bone.  At  first  I  thought  a  bit  of 
travel  had  got  inside  my  waders,  but  I  afterwards 
found  the  makers  had  considerately  put  a  thick 
seam  at  this  point,  and  the  great  pressure  of  the 
water  caused  this  hard  seam  to  cut  into  the  skin 
like  the  back  of  a  knife  blade.  I  found  this  seamy 
side  a  perfect  thorn  in  the  flesh,  for  pad  it  as  I 
might  the  pads  worked  out  of  place,  and  the  skin 
worked  off  so  that  at  times  I  could  not  wade  deep, 
so  great  was  the  pain.  I  hope  the  makers  of  the 
waders  may  see  these  lines  and  test  the  point,  or 
rather  the  edge  of  a  seam  in  the  wrong  place. 

The  next  pool  below  rejoices  in  the  name  of 
Jock’s  Tail.  Why  I  know  not ;  indeed,  some  one 
learned  in  these  matters  might  write  an  interest- 
ing  monograph  on  the  “  Etymology  of  Salmon 
Pools.”  Joot's  Tail  is  a  short  pool  connecting  the 
Boat  Pool  with  famous  Gilmore,  one  of  the  best 
on  this  part  of  the  river,  or  any  part,  I  should 
imagine.  It  was  almost  too  low  to  fish  properly  ; 
a  little  more  water  and  it  would  fish  splendidly 
from  our  side,  and  with  a  good  deal  more  better 


still  from  the  opposite  bank;  indeed  a  day  or  two 
later  I  saw  two  fine  fellows  killed  on  it,  or  rather 
booked  on  it,  for  one  of  them  went  down,  through 
Gilmore,  the  Spout,  and  almost  through  the 

Eddy,  before  he  was  gaffed.  . 

“  There  is  time  to  fish  Gilmore  down  before 
lunch,  sir,  and  she  is  just  right  for  it,  says 
Geordie,  pointing  to  the  place  I  was  to  begin  a  . 

I  had  never  fished  Gilmore  before.  It  looked 
easy  enough,  and  I  did  not  pay  so  much  attention 
to  Geordie’s  hint  that  “  it  was  rather  rough  wad¬ 
ing”;  but  I  had  not  gone  many  yards  before  I 
began  to  wonder  what  Geordie’s  “  very  rough 
wading  would  be  like.  ‘‘Keep  a  little  closer  in, 
sir ;  the  stream  is  rather  strong  just  there. 
This  while  I  was  wondering  if  ever  I  should  get 
round  a  small  mountain  which  had  jammed  itself 
between  my  legs,  and  over  which  the  Spey  seemed 
bent  on  throwing  me.  To  step  back  was  impos¬ 
sible,  so  great  was  the  pressure  of  the  water  ;  in 
fact,  I  believe  the  river  rose  and  fell  six  inches 
during  the  minute  I  was  fixed  up  thus.  At  last  l 
floundered  round  the  obstruction,  and  determined 
to  keep  a  little  closer  in.  Gilmore  is  paved 
with  about  the  roughest  and  most  higgledy- 
piggledy  placed  stones  imaginable.  Between  each 
cast  you  have  to  feel  your  way  among  what 
I  can  liken  to  nothing  so  much  as  forty 
different  patterns  of  coal-scuttles  shot  into 
the  stream  in  the  most  wholesale  manner, 
with  here  and  there  a  few  slippery  front  door 
steps  thrown  in  at  different  angles.  How  I  safely 
arrived  at  the  end  of  Gilmore  the  first  time  1 
went  down  it  is  a  mystery  to  me.  Several  times 
I  had  to  make  a  frantic  jump  and  trust  to  luck. 
It  was  a  case  of  jumping  or  falling,  and  nothing 
but  the  buoyancy  due  to  my  waders  saved  my 
equilibrium.  It  was  midday  now,  and  hot- 
very  hot,  at  least  I  thought  I  had  never  felt  so 
hot  in  my  life— and  I  was  not  sorry  to  hear 
Geordie  say,  “  Ah,  it’s  no  use  just  now  ;  we’ll  get 
away  back  and  try  the  pools  again  after  lunch. 

In  reply  to  several  correspondents  who  have 
said  they  hoped  I  would  give  some  illustrations  of 
Spey  flies,  &c.,  I  may  say  that  I  have  put  some 
engravings  in  hand,  and  hope  to  induce  some 
anglers  to  try  the  Spey  patterns  on  other  salmom 
rivers.  I  am  convinced  that  the  peculiar  method 
of  hackling  these  flies  (which  I  shall  describe)  is 
one  great  reason  of  their  being  such  good  killers. 
(To  be  continued.) 


killed  by  it,  especially  carp.  Mr.  Sachs  informed 
us  the  other  day  that  some  non-angling  friends 
of  his  amused  themselves  while  skating  on  a 
private  lake  in  chevying  the  big  pike  about. 
The  water  and  ice  were  so  clear  the  fish  could 
le  followed  easily.  _ . 


We  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  Robert  Gilson,  the 
popular  member  of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling 
Society,  died  suddenly  on  Monday  last.  A  more 
genial  angler  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine. 
He  loved  angling  for  angling’s  sake,  and  his  ski. 1 
was  exceptional.  Many  of  our  readers  will  re¬ 
member  seeing  him  make  those  long  casts  at  the 
late  tournament,  which  won  for  him  the  silver  cup 
and  other  prizes  in  the  Bait  Casting  Competitions, 


If  many  fisheries  have  been  cleared  out  during 
the  recent  frost  in  as  wholesale  a  manner  as  the 
canal  between  Hythe  and  Rye  in  Kent,  we  are 
afraid  that  anglers  will  have  but  little  sport  for 
some  years  to  come.  Throughout  the  Hythe 
Canal,  which  has  been  frozen  oyer  for  a  distance 
of  over  twenty  miles,  the  natives  have  broken 
through  the  ice,  and  have  taken  out  scores  of  pike 
eels,  roach,  &c.,  as  they  have  come  to  the  surfact 
to  obtain  air.  This  clearance  has  been  mosl 
general  between  Bilsington  and  Appledare,  a  pieci 
of  water  from  six  to  eight  miles  long.  It i  if 
frequented  by  two  clubs,  one  civil,  the  otbei 
military,  the  members  of  the  latter  being  attache! 
to  the  Hythe  School  of  Musketry. 


$0t£S 


In  consequence  of  the  intense  frost  which  hel< 
sway  all  last  week  most  of  the  salmon  rivers  o 
Scotland  were  icebound  to  an  extent  uuparallelei 
for  many  years.  Sluggish  low  country  rivers  wer>’ 
everywhere  frozen  over,  and  even  the  most  rapu 
rivers  in  the  high-lying  exposed  districts  wer 
badly  choked.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the  volum 
of  water  in  almost  every  river  had  got  considei 
ably  below  ordinary  summer  level.  The  snov 
storm  was  very  partial  in  some  districts,  only,  i 
few  inches  of  a  fall,  and  that  not  only  on  the  lo’ 
ground  but  also  on  the  high  hills.  In  other  dll 
tricts,  and  very  especially  along  the  Grampiar 
and  on  the  Cairn-gorms,  the  depth  of  snow  we 
very  great.  On  Sunday  of  this  week  the  ice  brot 
up  with  the  thaw  setting  in,  and  on  Monday,  whic 
was  a  day  of  exceptional  mildness,  the  watei 
came  down  with  tremendous  force,  causing  tl 
crashing  noise  of  the  ice  breaking  on  the  rocks  1 
be  heard  for  a  great  distance.  This  “  tearing 
spate  is  bound  to  have  done  great  damage  to  tl 
spawning  beds.  _ _ 


Many  of  our  readers  will  be  all  anxiety  to  kno 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  what  sport  durn 
the  first  few  days  has  been  obtained  on  the  Ti 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  note  the  death 
of  a  genuine  wTarm-bearted  angler,  Mr.  John  Elder, 

of  Glasgow.  Mr.  Elder  was  one  of  the  earliest  uiau  _ _  _ 

subscribers  to  the  Gazette ,  and  gave  it  a  strong  an(j  Tay,  where  angling  commenced  ( 

helping  hand  in  Scotland  when  it  first  came  under  Thursday, 
our  control,  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  in  any 
way  he  could.  _ . 


Anglers  on  the  rivers  of  the  ‘‘far  north”  hi; 


Mr.  Fred.  Yates  writes:— “  In  the  dressing  of 
Scorcher  given  by  ‘  W.  J.  C.’  it  should  read,  two 
strands  or  fibres,  each  of  red,  blue,  and  yellow 
dyed  swan,  not  strips ;  and  in  Yates’  Fancy, 
hackle,  dark  coch-y-bondhu,  but,  if  procurable, 
a  dark  mahogany  hackle,  with  black  points  and 
butt,  is  better  ;  hackled  at  head,  not  along  body.” 


no  chance  on  Monday  last,  the  opening  day,  b 
let  us  hope  “  there  is  a  good  time  coming.”  F 
the  present  they  would  do  well  to  be  content,  ai 
even  to  wish  for  more  snow,  a  great  abundance 
which  on  the  hills  is  essential  to  ensure  the  cc 
tinuance  of  sport  on  rivers  to  such  a  great  exte> 
surface  fed  as  the  Brora,  Helmsdale,  Thuri. 
Naver,  and  Borgie.  _ 


It  is  quite  clear  from  the  spate  of  suggestions 
we  have  received  (and  of  which  we  give  a  sample 
or  two),  in  answer  to  the  query  inserted  last  week 
for  a  name  for  a  club  on  the  river  Annan,  that 
whatever  the  members  call  themselves,  they  will 
never  be  known  by  any  other  name  than  that  of 
“  Annaniases.” _ 


“  Experiences  of  a  London  Roach  Angler  ”  is 
the  title  of  a  paper  to  be  read  at  the  Izaak  Walton 
Angling  Society,  Old  King  John’s  Head,  Mans- 
field-street,  Kingsland-road,  N.E.,  on  Wednesday 
next,  January  21.  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  will  take 
the  chair  at  nine  precisely,  and  members  of  other 
clubs  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


The  late  frost  (at  the  moment  of  writing  it  is 
not  more  than  eight  degrees  below  freezing  point— 
quite  warm  by  comparison  with  what  it  was)  has 
been  very  hard  on  the  fish.  rpi}oqsa,nds  have  been 


Although  its  open  season  docs  not  commei1 
till  11th  February,  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  is  c> 
of  our  very  earliest  salmon  rivers.  Before  tj 
New  Year  small  spring  fish  were  ascending  it,  at 
since  that  time  they  have  been  running  up  who¬ 
ever  they  had  a  chance.  Only  the  other  day,  al 
when  ice  was  coming  down  in  great  blocks,  tl' 
were  seen  bravely  heading  uptte  shallows.  Dur  ? 
the  five  or  six  days  that  the  river  was  wholly  i  j 
boqnd  it  was  apparent  that  a  lot  of  fish  LI 
gathered  in  the  bay  and  inshore  near  the  mod 
of  the  river.  The  sea  being  calm  lots  were  sO 
leaping,  and  this  proved  a  temptation  too  strij 
to  be  resisted  by  the  professional  poachers  il 
those  small-boat  sea-fishermen  who  think  theriS 
nothing  wrong  in  putting  out  a  net  for  salmon11 
the  sly.  To  prove  this,  the  bailiffs  and  watch 8 
staff  (which  is  increased  when  fish  congreg® 
close  inshore  in  great  numbers  and  cannot  getP 
the  river)  during  last  week  secured  no  fewer  tlfl 
thirteen  nets,  in  several  of  which  there  were  i® 
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oung  salmon  securely  meshed.  It  is  much  to  be 
;gretted  that  in  connection  with  the  capture  of 
»  many  nets  not  a  single  poacher  was  captured, 
et  fishermen  are  rejoiced  over  the  prospects,  and 
e  learn  that  they  believe  the  stock  of  fish  already 
ose  in  shore  to  be  greater  than  is  usual  at  this 
me  of  the  year.  Last  year  it  may  be  remem- 
jred  that,  unlike  all  other  Scotch  rivers,  the  Dee 
ad  a  spring  net  fishing  of  greater  than  usual  pro- 
uctiveness,  and  should  the  same  be  experienced 
lis  year,  there  will  be  no  one  we  hope  but  will 
illingly  admit  of  its  being  due  to  a  great  extent 
)  the  Durris  hatchery. 


A  correspondent  writes  complaining  bitterly 
f  the  injury  done  to  the  Brora  spring  angling  by 
le  duke’s  netters  netting  Loch  Brora.  He  con- 
:nds  that  it  is  unfair  even  to  the  fish,  since  those 
them  that  escape  the  nets  at  the  river’s  mouth 
;t  up  during  the  weekly  close  time,  and  before 
le  season  opens  are  followed  up  to  the  loch,  in 
hich  they  gather  in  certain  bays  and  are  there 
jtted  by  the  Duke’s  men.  Once  they  get  free 
vay  the  netter  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
lance  he  has  had  of  them,  and  not  seek  to  pursue 
tern  further.  But  for  the  evil  complained  of,  the 
rora,  for  its  extent,  would  be  as  productive  a 
ece  of  spring  salmon  angling  water  as  there  is 
the  whole  north  of  Scotland. 


The  Thurso  has  been  taken  on  lease  for  a  num- 
or  of  years  by  a  gentleman  for  a  party  of  rods, 
hose  interest  it  will  be  to  do  everything  to  im- 
■ove  the  sport  on  that  once  so  famous  salmon 
lgling  river.  _ 


We  learn  that  last  week  a  tremendous  number 
the  large  spring  salmon  belonging  to  the  Garry 
id  got  to  the  top  of  Loch  Ness,  where,  owing  to 
le  terribly  low  state  of  the  river  Oich,  their 
jther  progress  was  stopped. 

Three  members  of  the  Flyfishers’  Club,  Mr. 
'illiam  Black,  Mr.  John  G.  Morten,  and  Mr.  It. 
.  Marston,  will  be  fishing  the  Oykel  this  spring. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  and  Anderson  are 
Ivertising  their  annual  stock-taking  sale.  This 
a  good  opportunity  to  get  good  waders,  &c.,  at 
;ry  reduced  prices.  _ 

Our  paper  makers  have  disappointed  us  this 
eek,  and  we  are  obliged  to  use  the  thin  cover 
iper  in  place  of  the  thicker  we  had  arranged  for. 


$otes  %tmes 

Bishop  Hooker  is  fond  of  fishing.  After  he  had 
id  a  few  days  of  this  sport  in  Scotland,  a  certain 
urnal  made  some  remark  that  it  was  highly 
iproper  for  a  man  like  him  to  join  in  such 
>ort.  A  local  paper  likewise  contained  some- 
ling  of  the  same  kind,  which,  being  shown  to 
m,  he  sat  down  one  day  and  wrote  the  following 
ies :  — 

“  If  Bishops  when  they  cast  their  lines, 

From  care  and  duties  freed, 

Must  lose  their  credit  as  divines, 

Their  lines  are  hard  indeed. 

“  Yo  clergy,  count  it  not  a  crime 
In  our  good  overlooker, 

If  he  should  prove  in  this  our  time 
A  most  judioious  1 looker . 

“  ’Twere  better  that  the  rod  be  plied 
To  catch  the  fish  of  Spey, 

Than  kept  in  pickle  to  be  tried 
On  clerks  who  disobey. 

“  But  if  ’twere  best,  as  seems  to  you, 

Such  pastime  to  resign, 

Take  the  same  course  as  he,  and  to 
His  lordship  drop  a  line."  Tit  Bits. 

“Extraordinary  Capture  of  a  Large  Erl.— 
i  the  lake  adjoining  the  well-known  hostelry,  the 
rown  Hotel,  Dulwich,  Surrey,  there  was  cap- 
red,  under  the  ice  alive,  on  Tuesday  last,  an 
1,  measuring  3ft.  9iu.  in  length,  llin.  in  girth, 
id  weighing  9^1b  The  eel  was  presented  to 
e  laudlord,  Mr.  Jennings,  who  has  sent  it  to 
andon  to  be  preserved,  his  intention  being  to 
hibit  it  at  his  bar  on  its  return.  The  oldest 
habitants  who  have  seen  this  piscatorial  prodigy 


alive  assert  that  nothing  like  it  has  been  captured 
in  the  village  for  sixty  years  ."—Local  Paper. 

Lochleven. — Trout  Poaching. — The  first  case 
of  trout  poaching  disposed  of  in  the  Sheriff  Court, 
Kinross,  for  many  years  came  up  before  Sheriff- 
Sub  Johnstone  on  Tuesday,  when  James  Ruther¬ 
ford  and  Andrew  Thompson,  masou3,  and  John 
Garland  and  James  Halliday,  railway  signalmen, 
all  residing  in  Milnathort,  were  charged  with 
having  about  noon  on  the  29th  of  December  last 
been  found  trespassing  and  attempting  to  capture 
trout  in  contravention  of  the  Act  on  a  stream 
called  the  North  Queich,  running  through  the 
lands  of  Leadside,  a  short  distance  to  the  west  of 
the  village  of  Milnathort.  As  this  stream  is  the 
principal  tributary  of  Loch  Leven,  and  one  of  the 
finest  spawning  streams  for  trout  in  Scotland,  the 
trout  from  Loch  Leven  ascend  in  vast  numbers, 
and  as  the  water  averages  only  about  a  foot  deep, 
it  is  sedulously  watched  during  the  spawning  sea¬ 
son.  Towards  noon  on  the  day  above  mentioned, 
while  P.C.  Hutton  was  passing  along  the  public 
road,  he  observed  the  accused  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream  moving  about  in  a  very  suspicious  manner, 
and  on  watching  them  he  saw  them  throwing 
stones  into  the  stream  and  poking  the  water  with 
sticks,  while  Rutherford  lifted  something  out  of 
the  water  which  witness  took  to  be  a  fish.  After 
watching  them  for  nearly  twenty  minutes,  he 
called  at  a  neighbouring  house  occupied  by  a 
shepherd,  who  accompanied  him  to  the  stream, 
but  on  their  approach  Garland,  who  was  watt  h- 
ing  on  the  bank,  called  out,  “  Here  are  the 
police!”  when  the  accused  immediately  decamped. 
After  further  evidence,  the  sheriff  found  them 
guilty,  and  sentenced  each  to  pay  a  modified 
fine  of  two  shillings,  with  eight  shillings  of  ex¬ 
penses. — Robert  B.  Laing. 


A  Good  Roach. — Mr.  E.  Russell,  Flixton  Hall, 
Bungay,  has  won  Mr.  G.  Stevenson’s  prize  for  the 
largest  roach  caught  in  the  Waveney  during  1890. 
It  weighed  21b.  |oz.  Prize,  sportsman’s  knife. 


Capture  of  an  Otter  in  Sutherlandshire. — 
Mr.  Hugh  MacPherson,  Lairg,  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland’s  head  bailiff  on  the  river  Shin, 
recently  caught  by  means  of  a  trap  a  splendid 
specimen  of  the  fresh-water  otter  near  Lady’s 
Pool,  on  the  middle  section  of  that  river.  The 
otter  which  measured  4ft.  6in.  in  length,  has 
been  forwarded  to  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of 
Sutherland.  During  the  past  few  years  Mr.  Mac¬ 
Pherson  has  captured  a  number  of  these  animals 
on  the  Shin. 


Royal  Sturgeon  got  by  a  Trawler. — The  steam 
trawler  Empress  landed  at  Aberdeen  a  splendid 
specimen  of  a  royal  sturgeon,  which  had  been 
caught  off  the  coast.  The  fish  measured  7ft.  2in. 
in  length,  and  was  sold  to  Mr.  R.  M.  Milne,  for 
£4  4s. 


Capture  of  a  Shark. — A  species  of  the  blue 
shark  has  been  got  by  two  fishermen  at  the  east 
side  of  Shapinshay.  It  was  9ft.  4in.  in  length, 
and  6ft.  in  girth,  while  the  liver,  which  was  5ft. 
long,  yielded  3}  gallons  of  oil. 

Oyster  Fisiiep.y  in  Scotland. — Mr.  J  FT.  Fullar- 
ton,  M.A.,  D.Se.,  member  of  the  scientific  stall  of 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  Marine  Station,  Dun¬ 
bar,  read  a  jiaper  on  “  The  Oyster  Fishery  of 
Scotland,”  at  a  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Philo¬ 
sophical  Society  tho  other  night.  In  the  oourse 
of  the  paper,  Mr.  Fullarton  said  tho  Soottish 
oyster  question  was  reviving.  This  was  mainly 
due  to  the  success  which  had  attended  the  oyster 
culture  in  America,  France,  and  Holland.  The 
English  and  Irish  fisheries  had  been  investigated, 
but  little  was  known  as  to  the  Scottish  oyster 
fishery.  He  had  recently  visited  the  west  coast 
where  oysters  were  abundant,  and  had  compared 
these  with  their  past  condition.  The  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  the  supply  of  oysters  round  the 
British  coast  had  steadily  decreased,  was  shown 
to  hold  good,  not  only  for  oysters,  but  fur  all  the  i 
shore  fisheries,  suoh  as  lobsters,  crabs,  and 
mussels.  Over-fishing  and  a  neglect  of  biological 
laws  had  impoverished  them  so  that  only  4:1 
worth  out  of  every  .£25  taken  from  the  Scottish 
seas  represented  the  shore  fisheries,  while  the 
French  obtained  £1  out  of  every  £4  10s.  for  the 


produce  of  their  shore  fisheries.  The  decline  in 
value  of  the  shore  fisheries  during  the  past  seven 
years  amounted  to  20  per  cent.  Iu  the  same  time 
the  oysters  had  decreased  50  per  cent.  While  750 
millions  of  French  oysters  were  annually  sold  at 
a  value  of  half  a  million  sterling,  only  a  quarter 
of  a  million  were  taken  from  the  Scottish  waters, 
representing  about  £1,000.  The  state  of  matter) 
was  noticed  at  the  end  of  last  century  and 
evidence  cited  to  show  that  a  Cramond  bo  it  with 
five  men  could  each  earn  thirty  shillings  a  day 
with  oysters  at  four  shillings  per  barrel,  and  that 
too  even  although  the  fishery  had  declined  for 
fifty  years.  At  Cockenzie  a  boat  could  occa¬ 
sionally  drag  9,000  oysters  in  a  day.  At  Preston- 
pans  there  were  ten  regular  oyster  boats,  and  a 
regular  export  trade  was  carried  on  with  oysters 
from  Leith  to  the  Thames  Estuary  and  Holland. 
The  price  of  oysters  was  then  4d.,  5d.,  6d.,  and 
7d.  per  100,  gradually  advancing  to  Is.  3d.  per  100. 
They  are  now  2d.  and  3d.  apiece.  The  destruc¬ 
tion  of  beds  in  the  Forth  and  their  diminished 
yield  were  due  to  over-dredging,  non-observance 
of  close  time,  and  disregard  of  regulation  size, 
the  absence  of  any  attempt  to  keep  the  beds 
stocked,  and  the  rapid  extension  of  the  calm  bed. 
Oysters  are  killled  off  by  mussels  weaving  their 
lyssen  around  them  and  preventing  them  obtaining 
a  supply  of  food  and  oxygenated  water.  The 
Orcadian  fishery  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past,  so  also 
was  the  oyster  scalp  of  Bressay  and  Dunross- 
ness  in  Shetland.  While  more  information 
was  available  with  reference  to  the  east  coast, 
still  the  statistical  account  noted  the  abundance 
of  oysters,  and  the  existence  of  regular  oyster 
fisheries  in  west  coast  lochs.  Loch  Ryan 
abounded  with  oysters  of  an  excellent  flavour,  and 
it  was  one  of  the  two  places  in  Scotland  where 
they  were  still  found.  Sir  W.  Wallace  still  em¬ 
ployed  three  oyster  smacks  in  dredging  at  Stran¬ 
raer,  but  it  was  still  left  to  reproduce  itself. 
Other  places  were  mentioned  where  oyster  beds 
once  flourished.  The  essayist  concluded  with  the 
questions — Is  this  diminution  to  go  further  ?  Is 
it  possible  to  combat  its  effects  and  increase  the 
supply  of  eysters,  and  how  is  this  to  be  done  ? 
What  had  been  done  in  France  and  Holland,  and 
the  most  recent  method  of  catching  the  spat  by 
specially  prepared  tiles,  by  stones,  planks,  and 
twigs  were  detailed  ;  the  detachment  of  the  young 
oysters  from  the  collectors,  the  care  of  them  in 
the  nurseries,  and  the  fattening  and  green¬ 
ing  of  the  adult  were  described.  Oyster  cul¬ 
ture  he  divided  into  two  branches.  FirsL 
the  production  and  rearing  of  the  spat ; 
second,  the  fattening  of  the  oyster.  What 
was  wanted  to  make  oyster  culture  in  Scotland  a 
sucoess  was  enterprise,  and  an  intelligent  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  scientific  and  practical  aspects  of 
the  question.  Mr.  Fullarton  was  cordially  thanked 
for  his  paper. 


The  Weather  of  December. — Extracts  from 
report  from  Ben  Nevis  Observatory  ( Scotsman )  : 
“  Rainfall — total,  including  melted  snow,  3  754in., 
being  12  784  below  the  mean.  Total  bright,  sun¬ 
shine,  twenty-two  hours,  being  two  hours  above 
the  mean.  The  month  oponed  with  high  tern- 
perature,  westerly  winds,  mist,  and  rain,  but  oa 
the  2ud  the  temperature  fell  below  the  freezing 
point,  and  never  rose  to  it  again  during  the  month. 
This  has  been  by  far  the  dryost  December  yet 
recorded  here.  Sinco  the  2ad  thero  has  been  little 
snow.  The  depth  of  snow  increased  gradually 
from  Gin.  to  12iu.  during  the  month — a  less  depth 
than  was  ever  known  before  at  this  season  here.” 
Since  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  a  consider, 
able  quantity  of  snow  has  fallen,  but  still  the 
snow-fall  all  over  as  yet  has  been  below  the 
average.  As  many  of  our  springs  and  streams 
depend  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  snow-fall, 
the  above  observations  are  interesting  in  regard 
to  after  consequences,  _ 

Great  Destruction  of  Salmon  in  the  Solway 
Rivers. — All  the  south  of  Scotland  rivers  have 
been  ice-bound  during  the  past  few  weeks.  I  re¬ 
gret  to  say  that  an  immense  number  of  salmon 
have  been  killed  with  the  floating  ice  on  Sunday 
and  Monday.  The  thaw  set  in  on  Saturday,  and 
on  the  following  day  the  ice  descended  the  rivers 
in  large  blocks.  Scores  of  salmon  kelts  and  a  few 
new  spring  fish  were  found  on  the  shores  of  the 
Solway  by  fishermen  and  others  living  near  tho 
beach.  A  large  number  were  picked  up  on  the 
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“scaurs”  rear  the  fishing  village  of  Powfoot, 
about  five  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Anuan. 
Higher  up  the  firth  the  reports  are  similar,  show¬ 
ing  that  the  salmon  belo;  ged  to  the  Eden  and 
Esk,  as  well  as  to  the  Annan  and  Nith.  Mauy  of 
the  salmon  were  cut  with  the  ice,  while  others 
were  without  a  mark  of  any  description.  It  is 
quite  possible  considerable  damage  may  have  been 
done  to  the  spawning  grounds  in  the  higher 
reaches.  None  of  my  correspondents, .  however, 
make  any  mention  of  this.  The  spawning  season 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  good  one  as  a  whole, 
and  the  favourite  breeding  grounds  were  con¬ 
tinuously  occupied  by  gravid  fish. — Heatherbell. 


Rare  Wild  Fowl. — A  species  of  diver  was 
observed  not  long  since  working  its  way  up-stream 
’tween  bridges  on  the  Thames.  Several  bitterns 
have  been  shot  at  Slapton  Ley,  besides  a  wild 
swan.  A  bittern  was  shot  near  Bull’s  Lock,  below 
Ham  Bridge,  on  the  Kennet,  and  another,  at 
Tottenham.  It  is  a  pity — from  a  naturalists 
point  of  view — that  these  rare  birds  should  not 
be  let  alone,  because  they  would  probably  leave 
the  south-west  of  England  oa  the  break-up  of  the 
frost.  A  Peregrine  falcon  was  shot  in  the 
Midlands;  possibly  she  had  got  a  mate  not. far 
off, and  if  she  had  been  unmolested,  and  the  birds 
had  remained,  the  naturalists,  other  than  local, 
would  have  gloried  at  seeing  the  birds  at  work  in 
the  spring.  A  few  head  of  game  might  have  been 
killed ;  but  every  gamekeeper  deems  it  a  part  of 
his  duty  to  shoot  or  trap  every  intruder  to  adorn 
the  barn  door  collection  at  the  lord  or  the  squire’s 
home  farmstead. — Alas  ! 


Review  of  the  Past  Season’s  Angling  at 
Altnaharra. — On  Loch  Naver,  Loch  Loyal,  Loch 
Hallam,  and  other  waters  attached  to  the  Altna¬ 
harra  Hotel,  the  sport  during  the  past  season  was 
better  than  usual.  Three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  trout  were  landed,  weighing  in  all 
l,541Rb. ;  also  seventy-four  salmon,  6581b.  ; 
twenty-eight  grilse,  164Rb. ;  six  Salino  ferox , 
281b. ;  and  eight  sea  trout,  ll^lb.  The  total 
number  of  fish  landed  with  the  rod  was  thus 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
weighing  in  all  1  ton  1  quarter  and  23Jlb.  The 
average  weight  of  trout  reached  close  on  7oz.  ; 
sea  trout,  about  1  Alb. ;  Salmo  ferox,  upwards  of 
4Rb. ;  grilse,  close  on  61b. ;  and  salmon  almost 
91b.  The  heaviest  salmon  of  the  season  weighed 
171b.,  and  was  landed  7tli  July,  on  river  Naver, 
by  Mr.  Goodheart.  The  heaviest  ferox  was  a  ten- 
pounder,  caught  7th  April,  on  Loch  Naver,  by 
Captain  Iverstinean.  The  most  prolific  month  of 
the  season  was  June,  during  which  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighteen  fish  were  landed, 
including  six  salmon  which  aggregated  341b. ; 
four  grilse,  141b. ;  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eight  trout,  6511b.  The  heaviest 
total  basket  for  any  one  day  was  three  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  trout,  114ib.,  landed  on  1st  July. 
In  the  course  of  the  season,  twenty-seven  indi¬ 
vidual  baskets  weighed  201b.  upwards,  and  the 
best  all-round  basket  was  made  on  Loch  Crocach, 
hy  Messrs.  Richards  and  Acton,  on  7th  July,  when 
they  landed  ninety  trout,  which  weighed  in  all 
641b.  The  greatest  number  of  trout  to  one  basket 
in  one  day  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
landed  on  27th  June,  by  Mr.  Deverell,  on  Loch 
Meadie. — W.  T.  B. 


Fishery  Board  Changes  in  North  of  Scotland. 
— A  number  of  important  changes  have  been  no¬ 
tified  regarding  the  fishery  officers  in  the  North 
of  Scotland.  Mr.  John  Skinner,  from  Rothesay, 
has  been  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Couper  at  Aber¬ 
deen  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  Lerwick,  has  been  sent  to 
Wick;  Mr.  Rosie,  Oban,  to  Broughty  Ferry  ;  and 
Mr.  Donaldson,  Fraserburgh,  to  assist  Mr.  Scott 
on  board  the  steam  trawler  South  Esk,  in  his 
scientific  investigations  in  the  waters  closed  to 
trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  was  fixed  to  be  held  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  Saturday,  February 
14th,  at  three  o’clock. 


nd  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
ir  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 


TROUTING  ON  SIX-MILE  CREEK. 

[Frank  Wilkeson  in  “New  York  Times.”] 

Many  rivers  flow  through  forest-clad  Western 
Washington,  flow  from  the  eternal  snow  banks  of 
the  Cascade  range  to  Paget  Souud,  or  to  the 
heaving  water  of  tlie  Pacific  Ocean.  Hundreds, 
yes,  thousands  of  smaller  rivers,  brooks  and  creeks 
flow  ;  some  slowly,  as  become  streams  of  size,  up 
which  enormous  salmon  ascend  to  spawn  ;  others 
with  roars  as  of  laughter  rush  in  foam  through 
boulder-strewn  gorges  to  tumble  down  sloping 
falls.  This  great  and  almost  unexplored  river 
system  constitutes  the  fishes’  highway,  and  a  high¬ 
way  that  is  always  thronged  with  salmon  and 
trout. 

From  the  cold  salt  water  to  the  fir- clad  western 
foothills  of  the  mighty  Cascade  range  the  rivers 
flow  sluggishly  in  sweeping  curves  through  heavily- 
timbered  alluvial  land.  Arrived  at  the  foothills, 
the  water  flows  faster  and  faster  as  the  river  is 
ascended,  till  at  about  sixty  miles  from  the  coast, 
say,  on  the  Skagit  river,  the  head  of  steamboat 
navigation  is  determined  by  white,  foamy  water, 
beyond  which  there  is  canoe  navigation  for  a  few 
miles.  Then  all  streams  are  torrents  that  roar 
through  a  sea  of  lofty,  snow-capped  and  forest- 
clad  mountains,  in  the  recesses  of  wh  ch  many 
glaciers  slowly  move.  In  the  foothills  and  through¬ 
out  the  highlands  the  air  resounds  rhythmically 
with  the  sweet  voices  of  many  falling  waters. 
Here  a  creek  tumbles  over  a  lofty  cliff  ;  yonder  a 
brook  that  has  its  source  in  hidden  snow  banks 
that  lie  4,500ft.  above  the  sea  in  deep  furrows  that 
were  ploughed  in  mountain  flanks  by  glaciers  ages 
ago  causes  the  resinous  air  to  tremble  in  joyous 
vibrations  as  it  loudly  sings  while  travelling  its 
boulder-strewn  course.  Rills  fall  in  white  waving 
ribbons  of  foam  over  cliffs  and  murmur  sweetly 
the  while.  The  tall  fir  trees  whisper  one  to  the 
other  as  cool  air  plays  among  their  swaying  tops. 
Everywhere  in  Washington’s  highlands  the  voice 
of  nature  calls  sweetly  to  her  lovers  to  leave  desk 
and  dingy  office  and  come  to  her.  And  her  call  is 
hard  to  resist. 

In  all  the  rivers  and  brooks  and  creeks  salmon, 
that  search  for  highland  water  and  remote  spawn¬ 
ing  beds,  the  location  of  which  has  been  handed 
down  as  traditional  lore  through  thousands  of 
generations  of  salmon,  swim,  and  at  short  intervals 
leap  high  above  the  water  as  though  to  see 
whether  they  had  arrived  near  to  the  longed-for 
spawning  ground.  Falling  heavily  back  into  the 
ice-cold  water,  the  fish  pluckily  resume  their 
journey,  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  which  is  death  to 
most  of  them.  It  is  held  by  the  larger  portion  of 
Washington  fishermen  that  no  salmon  that  enters 
fresh  water  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  ever  returns 
to  the  sea  Personally  I  know  that  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  salmon  annually  die  while  migrating  to 
the  spawning  beds.  I  have  seen  the  banks  of 
the  Skagit  river  and  of  many  of  its  tributaries 
lined  with  dead  salmon.  No  salmon  that  was 
hatched  in  the  rivers  of  Washington  will  take  the 
hook  or  rise  to  the  fly  when  in  fresh  water.  In 
salt  water  they  bite  freely  and  afford  exciting 
sport.  Swarming  after  the  salmon,  steadily  pur¬ 
suing  them  from  the  cold  depths  of  Puget  Souud 
up  all  the  rivers  and  creeks  and  brooks,  are 
schools  of  salmon  trout,  a  game  fish  that  will  rise 
to  the  fly  if  in  playful  mood,  but  that  is  wholly 
unable  to  resist  bait  if  it  be  salmon  eggs,  to  obtain 
which  they  have  followed  the  salmon  from  the 
sea.  To  take  salmon  trout  is  excellent  sport,  pro¬ 
vided  your  tackle  is  not  too  heavy.  In  every 
river  and  creek,  it  matters  not  its  size,  trout — 
mountain,  silver,  speckled,  crimson-spotted,  black, 
and  just  trout— abound,  and  live  in  hungry  eager¬ 
ness  to  rise  to  flies  or  to  snap  at  baited  hooks. 
Under  boulders,  behind  water-covered  roots,  in 
deep  pools,  at  the  base  of  waterfalls,  amoug  large 
boulders,  where  rapidly  flowing  water  swirls  and 
boils  and  is  full  of  bubbles— heavy,  deep,  powerful 
fish  these— trout  live  and  impatiently  await  the 
arrival  of  fishermen. 

The  creeks  are  overhung  by  brush  ;  they  are 
generally  rapid.  The  water  is  exceedingly  cold. 
The  forests  are  so  dense  that  it  is  very  laborious 
to  walk  through  them.  To  fish  for  trout  in  the 
smaller  streams  of  Western  Washington  is  severe 
work,  but  great  catches  can  be  made.  To  fish 
the  rivers  is  easy  work.  But  who  would  fish  from 
a  boat  and  in  rapid  water  when  roaring  brooks  and 
foamy  waters  are  near  by  ?  I  answer,  no  one  who 
loves  sport. 


The  other  evening  I  arrived  at  Hamilton,  on 
the  Skagit  river,  after  a  hard  walk  of  fourteen 
miles.  I  sat  wearily  on  the  front  steps  of  a 
friend’s  office  to  watch  the  sun  sink  behind  the 
high  mountains  that  stand  directly  opposite 
Hamilton  and  beyond  the  rivhr.  I  was  very 
tired,  too  weary  to  talk  and  almost -too  weary  to 
listen  to  my  friend.  ' 

“  Tired,  are  you  ?  ”  he  said,  inquiringly,  as  he 
looked  at  me.  “  Well,”  he  added,  “  I  will  show 
you  something  that  will  refresh  you  more  than 
that  sunset,  grand  as  it  is ;  I  will,  show  you 
something  that  will  brace  you  quicker  than 
draughts  of  strong  liquor.  J ust  wait  a  minute,” 
he  said,  as  he  sat  beside  me,  and  silently  watched 
the  shadows  and  purple  shades  deepen  iu  e_very 
ravine  and  along  the  furrowed  flanks  of  the  lofty 
foothills  beyond  Day’s  Creek.  In  a  moment  he 
arose,  to  disappear  into  the  house,  quickly  to 
reappear  with  creel  in  hand.  “  Look  at  these 
beauties,”  he  said,  as  he  poured  a  mass  of  clean, 
highly  coloured  trout  on  the  stoop.  They  were 
beauties.  There  were  six  large,  clean-cut,  power¬ 
ful,  and  highly-coloured  trout,  really  ostenta¬ 
tious  fish,  among  them.  These  I  picked  out  and 
laid  side  by  side  on  a  board.  They  were  twin 
brothers  all.  As  I  gazed  at  them  I  forgot  my 
weariness,  and  the  setting  sun  and  dark,  rugged 
mountains,  and  the,  glamour  of  stream  and  forest 
took  possession  of  me.  “  Tell  me  of  this  one, 
John,”  I  said,  indicating  the  fish  at  the  end  of 
the  rank  by  touching  its  cold  nose  with  the  tip 
of  my  index  finger.  The  story  of  pool  and  fly 
and  break  of  fish  and  skilful  strike  was  soon 
told.  Then  the  story  of  the  next  one,  and  the 
next,  till  the  last.  The  story  of  the  catching  of 
that  artful  fish  banished  all  the  weariness  from 
my  bones,  and  I  asked  eagerly  :  “  Did  you  catch 

all  the  fish  that  were  in  the  creek,  John  ?  ” 

“All!”  he  exclaimed,  “All!  No.  I  just  felt 
of  the  water.  Just  skimmed  it.  There  are  thou¬ 
sands  of  trout  left  in  Six-Mile  Creek.  We  will 
take  a  day  off  to-morrow  and  cause  those  fish  to 
regret  that  they  were  hatched.  We  will  have  a 
time,  such  a  time,  and  we  will  get  Theo  to  go. 
He  is  a  dandy  fisherman.” 

“  We  will,”  I  replied  ;  “  and  we  will  eat  these 
six  brothers  for  supper,”  I  added,  as  I  swept  my 
finger  tips  across  the  fish.  And  we  did. 

Before  sunrise  the  following  morning  a  smart 
team  of  horses  that  were  hitched  to  a  strong 
wagon  stood  at  the  office  door.  A  box  containing 
provisions  and  two  frying  pans  was  placed  in. the 
wagon.  We  had  eaten  breakfast  and  our  pipes 
were  glowing.  We  drew  on  our  high  fishing  boots, 
looked  into  our  fly  books  to  reassure  ourselves,  for 
the  eleventh  time  that  they  contained  the  right 
flies  ;  then,  grasping  our  light  rods,  we  clambered 
into  tbe  wagon  and  drove  off  through  the  forest 
toward  Six-Mile  Creek — a  delightful  ride.  A 
heavy  dew  had  fallen  during  the  night,  and  at 
short  intervals  we  saw  bedraggled  grouse  that  had 
been  trailing  through  the  wet  grass,  sitting  on 
logs  close  to  the  road  to  dry  their  wet  feathers  in 
the  warm  rays  of  the  rising  sun.  Squirrels,  little 
red  creatures,  sat  upright  on  near-by  logs,  barked 
good  morning  to  us.  The  portion  of  the  forest 
that  we  drove  through  had  been  logged,  i.e.,  all 
the  large,  sound  trees  had  been  felled  and  dragged 
off,  and  most  of  the  remaining 'trees  were  dead, 
and  a  few  wild  pigeons  flitted  from  the  top  of  one 
dead  tree  into  the  top  of  another.  Who  ever  heard 
of  wild  pigeons  in  the  fir  forests  of  Washington  ? 
No  one,  I  believe;  but  we  saw  them  that  bright 
morniug.'  The  six  miles  between  Hamilton  and 
the  creek  were  too  short.  It  was  a  most  enjoyable 
ride.  Arrived  at  the  creek,  wo  unhitched  the 
horses  and  tied  them  to  trees,  and  backed  our 
wagon  off  of  the  narrow  road,  so  as  to  give 
passage  to  travellers.  We  carried  our  provisions 
and  cooking  kit  to  the  creek,  jointed  our  rods, 
reeved  our  lines,  and  to  them  tied  Coachmsn-laden 
leaders.  Quickly  we  agreed  to  meet  at  the  pro¬ 
visions  at  one  o’clock,  and  then  separated,  I  to  fish 
up  the  creek  a  mile,  Theo  to  walk  two  miles  up  the 
creek,  by  an  old  logging  road,  and  to  fish  down  till 
he  met  me.  John  was  to  fish  from  the  camp  to 
the  Skagit  river.  All  water  below  the  frying  pans, 
the  handles  of  which  had  been  thrust  into  the 
gravel,  was  to  be  sacredly  considered  his. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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LOCH  SIAN, 

DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

By  M. 

There  are  not  a  few  lovers  of  tlae  gentle  art 
whose  annual  holiday  available  for  plying  the  rod 
is  limited  to  a  few  weeks.  There  also  are  others 
whose  means  will  not  afford  to  rent  river  and  loch 
rod  fishings  for  one  or  more  years.  To  those 
affected  by  either  of  these  circumstances  the 
district  of  Durness,  in  the  north-west  of  Suther- 
landshire,  near  Cape  Wrath,  affords  very  favour¬ 
able  attractions.  The  sea  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Durness  kyle  ebbs  out  several  miles  during 
the  recess  of  the  tides,  and  then  the  Grudie  river 
forms  a  meandering  chain  of  tidal  pools  down  the 
entire  length  of  the  ebbed  portion  of  the  kyle’s 
sea  bed.  In  those  tidal  pools  the  sea  trout  fishing, 
with  an  occasional  grilse  to  boot,  is  frequently 
excellent.  But  assuredly  trolling  is  the  most 
successful  mode  of  fishing  the  kyle.  The  best 
lure  is  sand-eel,  of  which  an  unlimited  supply  is 
generally  procurable  with  ease  in  the  kyle  sands 
when  the  tide  is  out.  The  best  basket  made 
recently  consisted  of  seventeen  sea  trout,  averag¬ 
ing  ljlb.  Individual  fish  weighing  as  much  as 
41b.,  5lb.,  Gib.  and  71b.  are  occasionally  taken. 

The  fishing  of  the  whole  of  the  kyle  tidal  pools 
is  held  by  the  Durness  Hotel  keeper,  Mrs.  Turn- 
bull,  who  gives  her  angling  visitors  the  privilege 
of  fishing  in  them  to  their  hearts’  content,  free 
of  charge,  at  the  same  time  exemplifying  a 
devotion  to  their  hotel  comforts  which  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired.  The  kyle  is  at  a  distance 
of  two  miles  from  the  hotel,  with  a  carriage  road 
all  the  way. 

Besides  the  Durness  Kyle  there  is  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  trout  lochs  in  the  same  vicinity, 
on  which  visitors  at  the  hotel  have  unrestricted 
liberty  to  angle  gratis.  Of  these  lochs,  six  are 
reputed  as  good,  and  two  or  three  of  them  are 
uncommonly  interesting  on  account  of  the  ex¬ 
ceptional  excellence  of  the  flavour  of  the  trout 
and  of  peculiarities  in  their  anatomy,  markings,  &c. 

Sea  trout  fishing  is  the  principal  sport  afforded 
by  one  of  the  six  lochs  in  question.  This  sea 
trout  loch  is  Loch  Sian  (pronounced  See-an), 
lying  in  an  easterly  direction  from  the  hotel,  some 
five  miles  distant,  and  about  one-third  of  a  mile 
from  the  carriage  road.  It  is  about  two  miles  in 
circumference  and  at  the  widest  part  is  nearly  as 
broad  as  it  is  long.  The  most  of  the  east  side, 
which  is  the  longest,  has  a  shore  of  perpendicular 
rock,  with  the  water  in  front  thereof  so  deep  that 
trout  seldom  rise  to  a  lure.  But  at  the  south  end 
of  the  perpendicular  rock  there  are  good  casts, 
and  the  stanee  there  is  the  best  on  the  loch  for 
worm  bait  angling,  especially  in  bright  weather, 
as  the  water  is  quite  deep,  though  not  too  deep 
for  such  a  kind  of  angling,  which  is  particularly 
deadly  on  unclouded  days.  Along  the  west  side 
a^ain  the  water  in-shore  is  rather  too  shallow  for 
successful  angling  off  the  bank,  but  for  boat 
fishing  at  the  right  distance  out  it  is  first-rate. 
Off  the  bank  the  south  and  north  ends  are  the 
best,  but  their  extent  of  frontage  with  water  of 
the  most  desirable  depth  is  rather  limited  except 
when  the  loch’s  level  is  raised  with  heavy  rains, 
for  when  it  is  raised  with  in-rushes  of  sea  water, 
as  always  happens  at  times  of  high  spring  tides, 
the  trout  do  not  rise  nearly  so  freely.  To  obtain 
the  best  success  on  Loch  Sian,  waders  will  be  an 
essential  part  of  the  equipment  to  enable  the 
.  angler  to  wade  out  until  he  can  cast  over  water 
of  'sufficient  depth.  Fishing  thus  has  been  found 
much  more  advantageous  than  fishing  from  a 
boat,  especially  during  bright  calm  days  and  in 
low  clear  water.  Warm  cloudy  weather  is  of 
course  the  most  propitious,  and  a  strong  west 
wind  the  best  upon  the  whole,  as  it  enables  the 
angler  to  cast  fairly  well  along  every  part  of  the 
shore,  except  at  the  eastern  side,  where  the  water 
is  too  deep  for  useful  casting  at  any  rate. 

The  general  run  of  the  sea  trout  frequenting 
Loch  Sian  are  of  a  superior  stamp — of  large  size 
and  of  prime  condition  in  the  season.  They 
average  l^lb.  in  weight,  but  individuals  are  oc¬ 
casionally*  taken  which  weigh  up  to  51b.  and  61b. 
A  basket  of  eleven  or  twelve  is  about  the  best 
usually  got  by  one  rod  in  a  day.  The  months 
of  August  and  September  should  be  chosen  by 
those  who  would  like  to  obtain  the  cream  of  the 
sport.  -  '  . 

The  brown  trout  got  now-a-days  are  generally  of 
a  small  size,  few  of  them  weighing  laalf-a-pound, 


and  the  greater  number  running  from  four  to  six 
or  seven  to  the  pound.  In  most  parts  of  the  loch 
they  are  of  sombre  colouration.  At  a  certain  part 
of  the  north  end,  however,  one  usually  lands  a  few 
of  the  size  of  small  herring,  “  matties,”  having  the 
sides  and  belly  of  a  beautiful  lustrous  yellow 
colour.  When  hooked  they  spring  into  the  air 
with  a  vibrating  vivacity  which  rivals,  if  it  does 
not  exceed,  that  of  a  fresh-run  sea  trout  of  corres¬ 
ponding  size.  In  the  season  these  golden  hued 
fish  are  in  fine  condition,  and  of  delicious  flavour, 
superior  in  those  respects  to  their  confreres  of 
homelier  garb. 

A  very  large-growing  variety  of  brown  trout, 
formerly  numerous  in  Loch  Sian,  has  become  very 
rare,  in  consequence  no  doubt  of  its  former  spawn¬ 
ing  beds  in  the  streams  entering  the  loch  having 
been  rendered  nugatory  through  artificial  interfer¬ 
ence,  which  may  be  explained  further  on  in  a 
separate  paper. 

Loch  Sian  is  inhabited  by  a  third  species  of 
trout — a  species  of  which  most  anglers  never  see 
an  example.  This  species  is  the  tidal  trout  ( Salmo 
estuarius — Knox),  which  confines  its  range  for  most 
(except  during  the  spawning  season)  to  brackish 
water.  It  grows  to  a  weight  of  51b.  The  writer 
of  this  paper  has  caught  several  at  Loch  Sian, 
but  has  never  heard  of  any  other  angler  getting 
any  there,  most  probably  because  examples  of  t 
would  be  mistaken  for  large  individuals  of  the 
common  brown  trout  ( Salmo  fario).  To  a  person 
acquainted  with  the  distinctive  characters  of 
different  species  of  trout,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
easily  recognised  forms.  It  grows  very  fat,  but 
even  then  the  flesh  is  only  of  a  very  faintly 
pinkish  hue,  almost  white,  and  the  flavour  is 
coarser  than  that  of  any  other  species  of  trout 
found  in  the  waters  of  this  country. 

The  water  of  Loch  Sian  is  always  brackish.  In 
the  shallow  parts  of  the  south  end  aud  west  side 
a  species  of  sea-weed  grows  abundantly.  The 
south  end  is  separated  from  an  inlet  of  the  sea 
only  by  a  beach  of  rolled  boulders.  The  outlet 
from  the  loch  is  by  a  channel  formed  at  the  east 
end  of  the  beach.  During  ordinary  spring  tides 
at  high  water  times  the  sea  water  flows  in  by  the 
outlet  channel  like  a  river.  On  occasions  of  extra¬ 
ordinarily  high  spring  tides,  the  surface  level  of 
the  loch  has  been  raised  more  than  6ft.  above  its 
ordinary  level.  During  settled  fine  summer 
weather,  however,  when  the  tidal  waves  of  the 
spring  tides  rise  not  much  higher  than  the  tidal 
waves  of  the  neaps,  a  month  or  two  may  elapse 
without  the  occurrence  of  an  in  rush  of  sea  water 
into  the  loch. 

A  flat  fish  resides  and  breeds  in  Loch  Sian, 
which  judging  from  its  shape  is  a  degenerate 
form  of  the  dab  ( Platessa  limanda)  rather  than  of 
the  flounder  (P.  flesus ).  Its  flavour  renders  it 
unfit  for  food. 

Young  saithe  (coal-fish)  one  or  two  years  old  are 
occasionally  taken  with  sea  trout  fly  in  the  loch. 
It  is  from  this  species  that  Loch  Sian  takes  its 
name — a  local  Gaelic  name  for  a  three-year-old 
saithe  being  sian. 


ANGLING  AT  LITTLEPORT,  &c. 

By  Old  Hand. 

{Continued  from  page  281.) 

Since  my  last  communication  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  an  old  angler,  in  which  he  says  : 

“  Does  your  remark  re  the  non-biting  of  fish  apply 
to  all  tidal  rivers?”  In  reply  I  beg.  to  say  that 
my  remark  applies  to  all  the  tidal  rivers  I  have 
fished  in,  notably  the  Stour,  Cam,  Arun ;  and 
“  Piscator  Major  ”  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
same  thing  occurred  in  the  most  unmistakable 
manner  on  one  occasion  on  the  Yare,.at  a  time 
when  we  were  having  capital  sport ;  in  short,  I 
do  not  recollect  taking  a  roach  or  bream  for  some 
time  after  the  “  downward  turn.”  4V e  tried  three 
or  four  different  baits ;  I  also  tried  ledgering  with 
the  worm.  Result,  not  a  touch  from  anything 
except  tommy-cods,  and  they  would  bite  if  the 
very  d - (I  mean  his  Satanic  majesty)  was  in 

the  water.  .  , 

To  proceed.  If  you  recollect,  in  my  last  letter 
I  told  you  that  the  water  preserved  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Ely  Angling  Society  ended  at  the 
Station  Dock,  Littleport;  but  the  dock. must  be 
free,  for  the  keeper  saw  young  Charlie  South 
and  self  trying  for  roach  in  this  rather  serpentine 
sheet  of  water  and  said  nothing,  but  had  I  been 


fishing  just  above  the  dock  he  could  (being  a 
stranger)  have  demanded  five  shillings.  It  was 
weedy,  singularly  bright,  and  there  were  some  fine 
roach  to  be  seen  in  the  rather  deep,  still,  clear 
water,  near  the  large  building  at  the  further  end  ; 
but  they  were  exceedingly  shy,  and  one  cannot 
wonder  at  it,  for  some  bargees  were  throwing  pieces 
of  coal  at  a  wretched  barn  rat  that  had  taken 
refuge  on  some  steps  leading  to  the  water.  It  was 
scarcely  a  fair  trial,  but  the  fish  were  there.  .1 
should  say  the  utmost  quiet  in  managing  the  boat  is 
necessary  to  fish  this  place  with  any  chance  of 
success,  and  the  rod  should  be  as  long  as  possible. 

This  dock  is  situated  a  short  distance  above 
the  splendid  wrought-iron  bridge,  crossing  the 
river  in  one  superb  arch  (it  cost  some  .£3,000) ; 
and  from  the  dock  to  Brandon  Creek  the  fishing 
is  free  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  but  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  thick  bed  i  of  rushes,  and  the 
swampy  nature  of  the  grouad,  there  is  not  much 
chance  for  the  angler  to  fish  from  the  side  on  the 
right  hand  going  down  stream  until  nearing  the 
Foresters  Arms — a  primitive  beer-house,  standing 
a  little  distance  from  the  river.  There  is  a  boat 
kept  here  by  the  proprietor  for  his  own  use  to 
cross,  &c.,  but  it  is  not  a  ferry  proper  ;  at  any  rate 
I  crossed,  and  about  50yds.  or1  60yds.  above  the 
cottages  on  the  opposite  side  there  are  some 
splendid  roach  swims  all  along,  that  maybe  fished 
from  the  bank  (there  is  a  gentle  rise),  but  I  stuck 
to  ledgering  (see  previous  letter),  and  took  some 
very  nice  roach.  One  of  the  cottagers  (a  fine, 
sturdy,  strong  labourer,  with  a  colour  like  a  rose, 
who  took  a  fancy  to  my  roach  rod)  told  me  that 
he  thought  nothing  of  taking  from  151b.  to  201b. 
of  roach  before  breakfast  with  boiled  wheat,  many 
of  which  weighed  over  lib.,  i.e.,  fishing  from  the 

bank.  . 

This  native  certainly  did  not  look  like  a  liar  (I 
came  across  several  in  my  travels),  but  I  always 
take  at  least  50  per  cent,  off  in  these  cases  (the 
memory  is  often  at  fault),  and  supposing  we  say 
that  he  took  121b.  weight  of  roach  before  break¬ 
fast,  many  of  which  weighed  over  41 b.,  this  will 
give  one  a  good  idea  of  the  fishing.  I  took  several 
over  41b.,  with  gentles,  but  I  never  took  a  single 
roach  anywhere  approaching  a  pound  (see  pre¬ 
vious  remarks  by  C.  South,  re  small  fish  caught 
during  the  present  season).  More,  I  happen  to 
know  that  a  gentleman  caught  four  hundred  (he 
kept  a  record)  roach  and  dace  at  Brandon  in  1886, 
and  out  of  all  this  number  the  largest  roach  was 
about  a  pound,  and  the  largest  dace  7oz.  or  8oz. 
This  is  correct.  The  very  best  bag  of  roach  that 
I  have  heard  of  this  season  was  obtained  at 
Barton  Mills  on  the  Lark,  last  September,  by  Mr. 
Allen,  the  well-known  Cambridge  angler.  He 
took  just  one  dozen  roach,  that  weighed  161b., 
and  I  doubt  if  this  catch  has  been  beaten.  Again, 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  had  in  the 
Brandon  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  creek 
by  Cambridge  anglers,  bit  there  were  seldom 
any  exceeded  one  pound  in  weight.  Lastly,  young 
Charlie  South  in  one  short  day  took. six  dozeu 
roach  some  150yds.  below  tli9  wrought-iron  bridge 
mentioned  above — i  e.,  in  the  unpreserved  water 
and  out  of  the  whole  lot  there  were  only  two 
roach  that  scaled  over  ^lb.  each,  and  that  was 
in  mid-October,  one  of  the  best  roaching  months 
of  the  year. 

I  say  the  fishing  is  free  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  from  the  Station  Dock  to  Brandon  Creek  ; 
but  about  two  miles  from  the  bridge  the  river  is 
in  Norfolk ;  therefore,  the  fishiug  is  open  at  all 
times,  and  this  is  why  anglers’  tickets  are  avail¬ 
able  to  Littleport  all  the  year  round.  “  ’Tis  true, 
and  pity  ’tis  ’tis  true.” 

Brandon  Creek  and  Neighbourhood,  ihere 
are  two  rivers  here.  Pike,  perch,  roach,  carp, 
and  bream  are  numerous.  Bream  and  perch  good, 
but,  from  all  I  can  make  out,  perch  do  not  gather 
in  shoals  except  in  floods ;  but  it  is  jusu  possible 
this  remark  only  applies  to  the  Cam  or  G.use. 
Bream  up  to  71b.  and  perch  up  to  2£lb.  in  weight 
have  been  caught  here.  The  water  in  placeJ  ^ 
from  7ft. to  12ft.  and  over  in  depth..  Near  the  first 
public-house  from  the  bridge  there  is  a  clear,  hard, 
Gravelly  bottom  for  some  distance.  . 

°  Baits,  worms,  paste,  aud  boiled  wheat,  i.e., 
creed.  Best  period  for  bream,  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  Some  years  ago  the  landlord  of  the  Ship 
told  a  friend  of  mine  that  bream  are  sometimes 
taken  up  to  61b.  and  71b.,  and  pike  are  not  scarce 
in  the  river  leading  to  Littleport.  It  is  a  fine 
stretch  of  water  from  Brandon  Creek  to  Littleport 
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Bridge,  but  the  best  roacb  fishing  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  bad  in  the  preserved  portion  of  the  river. 

As  many  as  thirty- one  pike  (the  largest  71b.  in 
weight)  and  about  701b.  of  first-class  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  South  Bevel  Cut  by  various 
a.nolers  in  one  week’s  fishing.  Good  roach  are 
taken  in  this  locality. 

Brandon  Creek. — As  stated,  the  water  is  very 
deep  in  places,  and  can  be  fisbed  either  from  the 
shore  or  a  boat ;  tide  slow.  The  Little  Ouse,  lead¬ 
ing  from  the  Ship  Hotel  to  Brandon,  is  about  5ft. 
or  6ft.  in  depth,  and  full  of  weeds ;  but  the  fishing 
is  reckoned  good  at  the  bridge  close  to  the  Ship, 
and  there  is  a  good  swim  at  the  back  of  the  Ship, 
and  about  two  miles  up  the  Little  Ouse  towards 
Brandon  the  water  is  considerably  deeper,  and 
perch  frequent  this  locality.  There  is,  or  was, 
a  ratcatcher  at  Brandon  Creek  a  famous  bream 
fisherman,  who  could  probably  tell  the  angler  more 
in  ten  minutes  than  I  could  write  in  as  many 
hours.  But  the  landlord  of  the  Ship  (who  is  no 
novice)  will  give  anglers  every  necessary  informa¬ 
tion.  Good  accommodation  and  boat.  Another 
excellent  plan  is  to  ledger  in  the  deep  water  at 
the  sluices  for  perch  with  worms,  using  two 
hooks.  Some  anglers  use  even  three  and  four 
hooks,  but  this  is  a  practice  that  partakes  more 
of  pot-hunting,  and  may  be  considered  a  poach¬ 
ing  arrangement.  Several  miles  up  the  river 
towards  Brandon  is  a  lock  or  sluice,  >  and  in 
this  locality  there  are  several  fen  drains,  and 
locally  called  the  X  waters.  From  Brandon 
Creek  to  Denver  Locks  the  water  is  private,  and 
can  only  be  fished  by  obtaining  permission  from 
the  various  owners.  This  grand  reach  includes 
—(1)  From  Brandon  Creek  to  Southery  Ferry, 
about  two  miles  ;  (2)  from  Southery  Ferry  to  Hil- 
gay  Railway  Bridge  over  the  Ouse,  some  three 
and  a-half  miles;  and  a  little  further  on  the 
Wissey  or  Stoke  river  joins  the  main  stream,  and 
from  the  fishing  cottage  to  Denver  Sluice  ;  which 
is  private  water. 

Inns.— Southery,  Mr.  Hartley,  the  Ferry  Boat 
Inn  ;  good  accommodation.  Near  Hilgay  Railway 
Bridge,  Mrs.  Porter,  Jolly  Anglers  ;  a  boat  can  be 
hired  here.  Denver  Locks,  Mr.  Reed,  publican  ; 
permission  is  to  be  obtained  to  fish  in  the  private 
water,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  how. 

We  now  come  to  Denver  Sluice.  The  water  is 
tidal,  aid  here  also  ends  the  Hundred  foot  or  Great 
Ouse,  running  (according  to  the  map)  some  twenty- 
one  miles  across  the  fen  country,  in  a  tolerably 
straight  line  from  Earith.  Excellent  sport  can 
sometimes  be  obtained  in  the  tidal  water,  by 
ledgering  with  rather  strong  tackle  with  worms 
for  roach,  bream,  perch,  eels,  and  even  pike.  There 
are  occasions  when  the  water  is  about  twenty  feet 
in  depth  ;  then  one  could  only  fish  it  with  a  slider 
float,  if  a  float  be  preferred  to  the  ledger.  Some 
anglers  fish  the  Brandon  river  and  swims  at  the 
sluices  in  the  Nottingham  style,  and  pay  out  long 
line  with  a  quill  float.  They  are  good  judges,  but 
the  number  of  shots  should  be  dispersed  in  such  a 
manner  to  suit  the  stream  to  a  nicety,  and  at  least 
lain,  or  18in.  from  the  lowest  shot  to  the  hook, 
to  allow  for  the  play  of  the  stream.  Summer 
months,  gentles  and  paste ;  winter,  red  worms, 
brandlings,  and  boiled  wheat. 

To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  re  the  fishing 
at  Brandon  Creek,  1  think  I  cannot  do  better  than 
quote  a  report  sent  by  the  landlord  of  the  Ship 
Inn  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

“  Ouse  (The  Creek,  Southery,  Norfolk.)— The 
waters — there  are  two  livers,  recollect — are  in 
good  condition  ;  bream,  roach  and  perch  are  well 
on  the  feed.  A  Mr.  Porter,  of  Southery,  took  on 
Monday  night  a  large  quantity  of  bream  (i  .e  ,  carp) 
averaging  51b.  Two  gentlemen  from  Nottingham 
were  stajmg  at  my  house,  and  they  took  a  large 
quantity  of  bream' this  week  at  night  (all  night 
sitting,  I  take  it) ;  and  on  Tuesday  they  took  601b. 
of  roach,  all  in  good  condition.”  Period,  Septem¬ 
ber.  Baits  not  mentioned  ;  they  should  be  in 
these  cases.  He  goes  on  to  say:  “They  were 
well  pleased  with  their  sport.  Take  train  to 
Littleport  station  (G.E.R.).  Anglers  can  have 
1  rap  to  meet  the  trains  on  application  to  Mr. 
George  Heath,  Ship  Inn,  Brand  Creek,  Southery, 
Norfolk.” 

N  B. — Can  fish  see  iu  the  dark  ?  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  doubt  about  it.  No.  Then 
they  must  smell  the  bait.  One  or  the  other. 

From  Southery  Ferry  to  Hilgay  Railway  Bridge 
f*  ™rb-  1  3lfinest  bream  fishing  in  England, 
at  must  consider  himself  lucky  who 
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can  obtain  permission  to  fish  iu  this  stretch  of 
water.  Bream,  roach,  perch,  pike  and  sometimes 
trout  will  reward  the  angler’s  toil.  The  method 
usually  employed  here  for  bream  fishing  is  to 
moor  a  boat  4yds.  or  5yds.  from  the  side,  and 
angle  in  mid-stream,  after  having  well  ground 
baited  with  boiled  wheat,  with  bread  and  bran,  or 
grains  and  wheat  mixed  with  clay  in  fast  streams 
— not  too  much.  The  stream  is  slow,  except 
when  the  flood  gates  are  open  at  Denver  Sluice  to 
take  elf  surplus  water  ;  then  it  is  rather  fast. 

( To  he  continued.) 


FISHING  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 

By  Rux. 

Part  III. — Quebec  and  Ontario. 

In  my  previous  articles  on  “  Fishing  in  Canadian 
Waters,”  I  have  already  given  the  intending 
angler  the  various  and  most  expeditious  routes 
by  which  he  can  reach  the  American  waters  ;  so 
without  any  further  comment  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  ask  the  traveller  to  meet  me  at  Quebec, 
which  can  be  easily  reached  when  the  ice  breaks 
up  in  the  St.  Lawrence  river  in  early  spring. 
Between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  on  the  north  shore 
of  the  above  river,  are  innumerable  lakes  and 
streams  highly  worthy  of  the  angler’s  considera* 
Hon. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  my  enumerating  all 
the  splendid  fishing  resorts  open  to  the  lovers  of 
the  gentle  art ;  but  as  I  have  casually  mentioned 
Lake  St.  John,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  fishing  sheets  of  water  iu  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  I  will  give  the  angler  a  little  further  in¬ 
formation  regarding  it. 

From  Quebec  the  Lake  St.  John  Railway  runs 
direct  to  Roberval.  On  the  shores  of  the  lake 
stands  an  elegant  hotel — the  Roberval — the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  which  (Mr.  Beemer)has  leased  from  the 
Canadian  Government  the  exclusive  right  of 
fishing  the  lake  and  its  tributaries,  and  all  guests 
taking  up  their  quarters  at  this  hotel  have  free 
permits  to  fish  these  valuable  waters.  The  land¬ 
lord  can  also  supply  efficient  guides,  canoes,  and 
everything  necessary  for  a  camp  life  at  a  moderate 
charge. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  anyone  but  the  most 
critical  judge  of  the  picturesque  to  depict  the 
lovely  scenery  that  surrounds  this  lake  and 
the  many  streams  which  flow  into  it.  I  can 
only  tell  the  angler  that  fish  abounds,  and  here 
he  will  meet  the  famous  land-locked  salmon,  the 
“  ouananiche,”  considered  one  of  the  gamest  fish 
in  American  waters.  It  takes  the  fly  readily,  and 
is  only  to  be  found  in  Lake  St.  John. 

Not  far  distant  are  two  other  splendid  fishing 
waters,  Lake  St.  Joseph  and  Lake  Edward.  The 
latter  is  leased  by  the  railway  company,  who 
grant  fishing  permits  to  visitors,  and  have  also 
erected  clubs  and  hotels  on  its  shores  for  their 
accommodation. 

At  the  close  of  the  fishing  season,  which  ends 
on  September  15,  instead  of  returning  to  Quebec 
by  rail,  a  very  pleasant  and  exciting  trip  can  be 
made  by  ruuuing  the  rapids  of  the  Soquenay 
river,  to  a  place  called  Chicontini,  from  whence 
the  traveller  can  reach  his  destination  by  steamer. 

Should  he  make  this  detour  an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  will  be  afforded  of  viewing  some  very 
picturesque  scenery,  as  also  of  witnessing  the 
expertness  of  the  Canadian  boatmen — Indian  or 
white  man.  If  he  secure  the  services  of  the 
latter  I  think  he  will  be  charmed  when  approach¬ 
ing  the  rapids  to  listen  to  the  melodious  voices  of 
the  crew,  as,  keeping  time  with  either  oar  or 
paddle,  they  join  iu  the  chorus  of  Moore’s 
celebrated  Canadian  boat  song — 

“  Row,  brothers,  row,  the  stream  runs  fast ; 

The  rapids  are  near,  and  the  daylight’s  past.” 


A  few  more  remarks  regarding  Lake  Megantic, 
and  I  will  bid  adieu  to  the  province  of  Quebec 
and  take  the  sportsman  to  Ontario. 

This  lake,  which  is  about  twelve  mile3  long 
and  averages  some  two  and  a-half  miles  iu 
breadth,  is  allowed  by  all  anglers  who  have 
fished  its  waters  to  afford  excellent  sport ;  it 
has  several  streams  running  into  it,  and  these 
together  with  its  outlet,  the  Chaudiere, 
are  well  stocked  with  fish.  There  i3  excellent 
hotel  accommodation  at  Megantic,  a  town  near  to 
the  lake  and  a  station  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
short  line,  which  runs  between  Montreal  and  the 
maritime  provinces.  Within  a  short  distance  of 
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Megantic  there  is  another  lovely  sheet  of  water 
called  the  Spider  Lake.  A  sporting  club  has  lately 
been  erected  on  its  shore,  the  members  of  which 
control  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  there,  so 
unless  the  stranger  has  a  friend  at  court,  there  is 
but  little  chance  of  his  being  able  to  entice  his  fly 
into  the  spider’s  “  parlour.” 

I  think  a  capital  plan  for  anglers  who  arrive  at 
Halifax  in  the  early  spring,  having  fished  the 
Acadian  waters,  would  be  to  wind  up  their  season 
oa  Lake  Megantic,  and  having  spun  out  “  the  fish¬ 
ing  reel  ”  can  then  return  to  Montreal,  and 
thence — 

“  Home  from  the  hill  and  the  mountain, 

Home  from  the  trout  haunted  stream  ; 

Home  from  the  life-gushing  fountain, 

Home  from  a  languishing  dream. 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  Ontario,  and  taking  the 
train  at  Montreal  will  proceed  to  Ottawa,  the  seat 
of  Government  of  the  Canadian  Dominion,  as  also 
one  of  the  principal  centres  for  fishing. 

The  rivers  which  flow  through  Ontario  have 
never  been  noted  for  salmon.  There  are,  however, 
a  few  seen  occasionally  in  the  streams  of  this 
province,  as  some  were  caught  last  year  in  Duffins 
Creek,  that  runs  into  Lake  Ontario  ;  but  this  has 
been  the  only  take  heard  of  for  the  past  four 
seasons.  Although  there  may  be  but  few  salmon 
in  Ontario  waters,  the  angler  need  not  despair  of 
having  good  sport,  as  the  bright  streams  and  lakes 
of  the  province  abound  with  fish,  the  principal  of 
which  are  speckled  trout,  pike  and  black  bass. 
The  latter  is  a  very  game  fish,  but  perhaps  may 
not  be  a  particular  favourite  with  some  anglers,  as 
it  seldom  or  ever  will  take  the  fly,  although  a 
glutton  after  bait  of  some  kinds.  If  the  angler 
can  procure  a  cray  fish  to  put  on  his  hook,  he  will 
find  that  the  bass  cannot  resist  such  a  tempting 
morsel. 

I  may  here  state  that  Canadian  fish  are  not  the 
only  ones  that  relish  a  prawn  or  cray  fish,  as  I 
have  myself  caught  cat  fish  in  Texas  and  fresh¬ 
water  cod  in  New  South  Wales  with  this  bait  when 
no  other  kind  would  secure  a  bite  ;  and  even  a 
shrimp  I  have  known  to  be  deadly  to  fish  when  all 
other  inducements  failed. 

The  Canadian  Government  have  fish  hatching 
establishments  in  different  parts  of  the  Dominion. 
It  may  interest  the  lovers  of  the  rod  to  know  how 
great  has  been  the  increase  of  fish  by  this  means 
within  the  past  year.  The  two  principal  ones  in 
Ontario  are  at  Newcastle  and  Sanwich.  The 
former  distributed  in  the  various  waters  in  1889, 
276,000  salmon  fry,  206, 0C0  speckled  trout,  80,000 
black  bass,  and  2,800,000  white  fish ;  this  was  a 
total  increase  of  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  previous 
year.  The  Sanwich  hatchery  turned  out 
82,000,000  of  young  fish,  principally  white  fish,  in 
the  same  year.  These  fish,  which  are  called  by 
the  Indians  “  attihawmag,”  abound  in  Lake 
Huron,  as  also  in  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie.  They 
are  capital  eating,  but  are  not  classed  by  anglers 
as  a  sporting  fish.  They  average  about  71b., 
although  often  caught  double  that  weight. 

The  intending  angler  has  only  to  glance  at  a 
map  of  Canada  to  see  how  much  greater  is  the 
expanse  of  water  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
Dominion.  The  lakes  which  border  this  province 
are  nothing  less  than  inland  seas,  which  at  times 
are  terribly  rough,  especially  Lake  Erie,  on  which 
there  have  been  more  shipwrecks,  considering  its 
size,  than  even  in  the  broad  Atlantic. 

Most  of  the  best  fishing  resorts  can  be  reached 
either  by  the  Grand  Trunk  or  the  Canadian  Paoi- 
fic  Railways,  and  as  it  would  take  up  too  much 
space  to  enumerate  all  the  grand  fishing  points, 

I  will  only  refer  to  some  of  the  best.  At  each  of 
these  the  sportsman  will  find  good  accommodation, 
efficient  guides,  and  everything  requisite  for  his 
trip.  I  may  also  add  that  I  have  learnt  from  the 
most  reliable  authority  that  these  waters  have 
afforded  good  sport  during  the  past  year,  and  even 
brighter  prospects  are  expected  for  1891.  The 
Ottawa  river  is  by  far  the  most  important 
branch  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  rises  in  the 
province  of  Quebec  and  for  400  miles  forms 
the  boundary  between  it  and  Ontario,  and 
good  fishing  can  be  had  in  many  of  the 
streams  that  enter  it  from  both  banks.  The 
nearest  fishing  worthy  of  notice  to  be  obtained 
near  Ottawa  City  is  the  Gatineau  range  of  lakes, 
which  vary  in  distance  from  the  seat  of  Govern¬ 
ment  from  ten  to  fifty  miles.  Her  e  good  sport 
will  be  found.  Campbellford,  on  the  Trent  river, 
has  always  been  considered  a  good  point  for  the 
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angler,  but  the  accounts  of  last  year  are  far  from 
favourable,  cwiug  to  the  fish  way  being  choked  up 
with  sawdust. 

The  fishing  in  Lake  Nipissing  has  been  reported 
excellent  in  this  splendid  sheet  of  water,  and  it 
will  probably  become  one  of  the  greatest  fishing 
resorts  in  Canada.  North  Bay  is  the  chosen  point, 
and  excellent  accommodation  can  be  had  at  the 
Grand  Pacific  Hotel. 

In  the  Lake  Semicoe  district,  Mr.  McDermott, 
the  overseer,  reports  a  great  increase  of  black 
bass  in  the  Holland  river,  as  also  an  abundance 
of  speckled  trout  at  the  head  waters  of  Mead 
river. 

In  the  lako  Conchicliing  and  the  Severn  river 
there  was  grand  sport,  and  a  party  of  Americans 
from  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  were  very  successful.  To  the 
north  of  Sturgeon  Lake  there  are  some  twenty 
other  lakes,  and  the  overseer,  Mr.  J.  R.  Graham, 
reports  a  plentiful  supply  of  bass.  Quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  sportsmen  have  also  visited  the  waters  of 
the  Peterboro  district,  with  excellent  results. 

The  speckled  trout  have  been  well  preserved  in 
Nipigon  lake  and  river  for  the  past  two  seasons, 
and  they  have  wonderfully  increased  in  numbers, 
so  there  is  every  expectation  of  grand  sport  this 
spring.  These  waters  can  be  easily  reached  by 
the  C.P.It.  from  Toronto  to  Nipigon  Station.  Mr. 
Smith,  the  proprietor  of  the  Chippama  House, 
will  be  found  an  obliging  host. 

The  only  other  district  of  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  authentic  returns  is  that  of  Rainy 
river.  I  have  just  seen  a  small  pamphlet  com¬ 
piled  by  Mr.  Frank  Yeigh,  of  the  Department  of 
Crown  Lands,  which  only  reached  London  by  the 
last  mail. 

There  are  three  points  available  by  the  C.P.R. 
to  the  angler  in  the  Rainy  river  district — Eagle 
lake,  at  Vermilion,  and  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
Winnipeg  river  at  Rat  Portage. 

I  will  now  conclude  this  article  by  giving  the 
angler  Mr.  Yeigh’s  own  words  regarding  this 
district : — 

“  To  the  sportsman  this  part  of  Ontario  is 
iudeed  a  ‘  happy  bunting  ground.’  The  waters 
abound  in  fish,  and  wild  fowl  are  very  plentiful.” 

Close  of  the  season  in  Ontario : — Speckled 
trout,  September  15  to  March  1 ;  salmon  trout, 
November  1  to  November  80. 


Although  this  question  of  the  poisoning  of  our 
rivers  by  great  and  small  towns,  large  and  small 
factories,  affects  U3  anglers  so  nearly  by  destroy¬ 
ing  our  sport,  it  is  of  infinitely  more  importance 
as  affecting  the  health  of  the  people  generally,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  anglers  have  done  a  vast  amount 
of  good  by  calling  attention  to  it.  One  thing  is 
certain,  with  increasing  population  and  increasing 
manufactures,  the  alarming  decrease  of  pure  water 
must  be  met  by  far  more  stringent  laws  than  exist 
at  present,  at  auy  rate  by  far  more  stringently 
applied  laws. — Old  Iliclconj. 

Black  Bass  ix  Norfolk.— I  see  that  an  attempt 
is  to  be  made  to  stock  some  of  the  Norfolk  broads 
and  rivers  with  the  American  black  bass.  The 
fish  has  such  a  splendid  reputation  in  America 
both  as  a  game  and  table  fish  that  I  hope  the  ex¬ 
periment  may  succeed,  but  hitherto  all  attempts 
to  acclimatise  the  black  bass  in  this  country  have 
been  failures.  There  is  such  a  superabundance 
of  small  fry  in  the  broads  that  the  black  bass  ought 
to  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  living.  That  he 
will  destroy  other  fish  more  than  pike  and  perch 
do  is  a  mistaken  idea  ;  my  only  fear  is  the  perch 
and  pike  will  exterminate  him,  especially  as  he  is 
said  to  hibernate,  while  they  are  more  eager  for 
food  in  the  winter  than  at  any  other  time.  I  for 
one  shall  be  heartily  glad  when  it  oan  be  said  the 
black  bass  has  “  come  to  stay.”  Hitherto  when 
placed  in  our  rivers  like  his  countryman,  the 
American  trout  or  fontinalis,  he  has  simply  dis¬ 
appeared. — Old  Hickory. 


Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills.—  Few  persons  are  so 
favoured  by  circumstances,  or  so  fortified  by  nature,  as  to  enable 
ihem  to  pass  unscathed  file  sore  trials  of  an  inclement  s-ason. 
With  catarrhs,  coughs,  and  influent!  n  everywhere  abounding,  it 
should  be  universally  known  that  Holloway’s  Ointment,  diligently 
lu'ibdupon  tli  s  chest,  checks  the  worst  assaults  of  these  maladies, 
nud  securely  wards  off  more  grave  and  dangerous  diseases  of  the 
throat  and  iuugs.  The  truth  of  this  assertion  must  lemain  un- 
quesli  ined  in  the  face  of  thousands  of  unimpeachable  living 
witnesses,  who  have  personally  derived  the  utmost  possible 
benellts  from  this  treatment  when  their  present  sufferings  were 
appalling,  and  their  future  prospects  most  disheartening.  Both 
r.medies  act  admirably  together. 


HOW  I  DID  NOT  CATCH  FISH  IN 
THE  MEDITERRANEAN  — HYERES. 
By  C.  J.  H. 

What  a  day  1  “It  rains,  and  the  wind  is  never 
weary.” 

The  poet  goes  on,  I  believe,  to  say  that  “  Some 
days  must  be  dark  and  dreary  ” ;  but  why 
Christmas  Day  of  all  days  in  the  year  should  be 
so,  I  leave  to  the  weather-wise  to  explain,  or 
anyone  else  who  can  do  so.  How  different  was 
yesterday,  when  in  a  gaily-painted  steamer  I 
wandered  about  Toulon  harbour  enjoying  the 
bright  sunshine  and  soft  breeze  ;  and  last  night 
my  wife  and  I  promenaded  the  streets  here — after 
many  had  gone  to  bed — in  the  delightful  moon¬ 
light,  in  full  expectation  of  a  glorious  morning, 
but  the  rain  descended  before  daylight,  and  our 
Christmas  is  a  muddy  one.  Why  we  are  here 
does  not  concern  this  article  ;  it  is  enough  for  us 
that  we  are  away  from  the  dreadful  rains,  fogs, 
frost,  snow  and  general  discomfort  prevalent  at 
home,  and  I  can  sit  under  the  shade  of  palm  trees, 
and  sip  tea  between  games  at  lawn  tennis,  while 
my  hopeful  at  home  is  striving  on  the  ice  with 
loud  shouts  to  win  the  parish  medal  at  the 
ancient  game  of  curling. 

Some  two  months  ago  I  left  bonnie  Scotland 
for  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  a  wonderfully  short 
time  was  in  the  beautiful  south,  running  along 
the  Rhone,  my  head  out  of  the  carriage  window 
for  the  first  glimpse  of  the  lovely  sea.  I  had 
sailed  that  sea  before,  but  had  never  dropped  a 
line  in  it ;  and  having  heard  from  a  friend  what 
curious  fishes  were  in  it,  I  was  anxious  to  see 
them  myself. 

Having  arrived  at  Hyeres,  almost  the  first 
thing  I  did  was  to  find  out  where  the  market  was, 
and  pay  it  a  visit,  which  visit  I  repeated  every 
day  for  some  time.  The  vegetables  were  very 
good  and  cheap,  the  fish  dear  and  most  of  them 
nasty.  I  tried  a  slice  of  tunny,  but  it  was  very 
dry ;  and  some  fish  something  like  smelts,  but 
they  were  uneatable  ;  and  I  have  tried  nothing 
else.  There  were  curious  things  in  the  fish  line — 
red,  green  and  black,  and  extraordinary  in  shape — 
which  were  not  so  bad ;  but  when  it  came  to 
things  like  sea  tarantulas,  dog-fish,  and  cuttle 
fish  I  gave  it  up.  However,  I  determined  to  fish 
for  something,  and  hearing  that  there  was  a  chance 
of  getting  fish  from  the  rocks  at  a  place  some 
eight  miles  off,  to  be  reached  by  coach,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  there.  Accordingly,  one  bright 
morning  in  November  saw  me  on  the  box  seat  of 
a  two-horse  ’bus,  bound  for  Carqueiranne,  armed 
with  a  cane  rod  of  Booth’s  and  a  bag  of  cockles, 
the  only  thing  like  a  bait  I  could  find  in  the 
market.  After  a  long  pause  the  driver  unwound 
his  extraordinary  break,  gave  utterance  to  a  loud 
sound — such  as  he  might  have  made  during  a  bad 
attack  of  mal-de-mer — cracked  his  whip  loudly, 
and  off  we  went.  Stoppages  were  made  here  and 
there  to  pick  up  passengers,  and  among  them  a 
monsieur  with  a  bull-dog,  which  dog  immediately 
began  a  voyage  of  discovery  round  the  roof, 
growling  and  barking,  and  finally  settled  down  at 
the  back  of  my  head,  to  my  no  small  discomfort. 

I  was  about  to  remark  to  the  driver,  “  Le  chien 
qui  aboie  nj  mord  pas,"  when  the  thought  occurred 
to  me  that  the  dog  might  understand  my  French, 
and  feel  inclined  to  disprove  the  saying.  Our 
way  lay  down  a  beautiful  road  lined  with  various 
kinds  of  palm  trees,  pines,  pepper  trees,  and 
eucalypti  or  gum  trees,  as  we  used  to  call  them  in 
their  native  land,  while  mimosas  with  their 
yellow  blossoms,  and  orange  trees  with  dark 
foliage  and  golden  fruit,  were  to  be  seen  in  many 
gardens ;  quite  a  grove  of  stately  gums  surrounded 
the  railway  station  which  we  passed,  and  drove 
through  vineyards  and  olive  groves,  the  road 
being  lined  both  sides  in  places  by  hedges  of 
monthly  roses  in  full  bloom.  With  many  a  crack 
of  the  whip  and  many  a  strange  sound  were  our 
steeds  urged  onwards,  a  gently  sloping  hill  covered 
with  cork  trees  on  the  right  hand  side,  on  the  left 
a  grassy  plain  led  down  to  the  sea,  sprinkled  with 
olive  trees,  with  here  and  there  a  cultivated  patch 
and  a  house.  Lovely  glimpses  of  the  sea  were 
visible  through  the  trees,  and  of  the  islands  off 
the  coast.  At  last  the  driver  pulled  up  at  a  group 
of  houses,  flung  the  reins  on  his  horses’  backs, 
and  informed  me  that  we  were  at  our  destination, 
so  climbing  down  I  began  an  inspection  of  the 
place.  No  inn  or  cafe  was  to  be  seen,  except  a 


barber’s  shop,  who  also  sold  wine.  Entering,  I 
knocked  loudly,  and  an  ancient  barber  put  in  an 
appearance  and  asked  what  I  wanted,  but  my 
best  French  was  not  much  use  with  him,  and  so 
drinking  his  health  in  a  glass  of  wine  I  left  him. 

Outside  I  got  hold  of  an  intelligent- looking  man, 
and  after  some  conversation  gave  him  an  idea  of 
my  wants,  and  he  offered  to  lead  me  to  the  only 
man  in  the  neighbourhood  who  could  speak  Eng¬ 
lish  and  who  owned  a  boat.  I  followed  him  for 
about  half-a-mile  through  olive  groves  where  the 
fruit  was  being  gathered,  aud  the  ground  was 
strewn  with  ripe  figs  in  many  places,  no  use  being 
made  of  them.  At  last  we  came  suddenly  on  the 
sea-shore,  with  a  group  of  houses  close  to  the 
water,  one  of  which  was  a  cafe  and  the  house  of 
the  man  we  were  in  search  of.  As  bad  luck  would 
have  it,  the  man  was  from  home  and  nobody 
would  do  anything  for  me ;  I  gave  my  man  a 
franc,  aud  with  many  “  merci  beau-coups"  he  left 
me. 

In  vain  did  I  ask  for  a  boat.  “  Monsieur  ”  would 
return  apres  midi,  which  might  mean  any  time  in 
the  afternoon ;  so  I  called  for  bread,  butter, 
cheese,  and  a  bottle  of  Bordeaux  (which  I  hunted 
myself  out  of  a  poorly-filled  cellar),  and  made  a 
tolerable  lunch  under  a  roof  covered  with  vines 
inside — which  sounds  poetic,  but  unfortunately  it 
was  winter  and  they  were  bare  sticks. 

My  dejeuner  finished,  I  strolled  down  to  the 
beach  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  the  fishing 
line,  and  certainly  things  did  not  look  encour¬ 
aging  ;  the  water  was  shallow,  and  a  lot  of  sea¬ 
weed  floating  about.  A  point  of  rocks  ran  out 
into  the  water  at  some  distance,  so  I  made  for 
them,  and  jumping  from  one  to  the  other  as  far 
as  I  could  go,  I  found  still  shallow  water  and  sea¬ 
weed,  so  I  retraced  my  steps  and  sat  down  “  by 
the  sad  sea  waves.” 

If  I  could  catch  no  fish,  I  certainly  had  glorious 
scenery,  and  enjoyed  it  to  the  full.  The  waving 
pine  trees  over  my  head,  with  the  sad-coloured 
olive-clad  slopes  behind,  leading  up  to  the  bright 
green  of  the  cork  trees  on  the  hills,  and  the  bare 
glistening  summit  of  a  mountain  shooting  up 
abruptly  into  the  sky  beyond.  The  deep  blue 
sea,  with  land  in  the  hazy  distance,  and  seven 
majestic  men-of-war  from  Toulon  in  full  view, 
made  a  panorama  not  often  seen. 

“  The  sun  is  warm,  the  sky  is  clear. 

The  waves  are  dancing  fast  and  bright ; 

Blue  isles  and  sunny  mountains  wear 
The  purple  noon’s  transparent  light !  ”, 

and  the  rest  of  Shelley’s  beautiful  poem  passed 
through  my  mind  as  I  sat  and  basked  in  the  sun. 

But  this  was  not  fishing,  and  I  had  come  to  fish, 
so  I  took  a  survey  of  the  neighbourhood  with  an 
angler’s,  not  a  poet’s,  eye ;  and  noticing  a  small 
breakwater  and  pier  beyond  the  cafe  I  had  started 
from,  I  began  to  think  that  I  had  come  to  the 
wrong  place,  and  that  the  pier  was  my  ground,  so 
keeping  under  the  shade  of  the  pine  trees  I  made 
my  way  round  to  it,  and  half-way  along  it  met 
two  picturesquely  clad  fishermen. 

I  tried  for  a  boat,  but  in  vain ;  they  were  going 
to  cook  their  dinner,  a  mess  of  little  fish  of  all 
kinds,  none  of  them  over  3in.  ;  so  I  strolled  along 
and  examined  their  boats  and  a  net  spread  out  on 
the  pier.  The  boats  were  picturesque,  but  the  net 
was  disgraceful,  the  me3k  being  about  £in.,  and  I 
saw  no  chance  of  getting  anything  by  fishing. 

Things  were  anything  but  lively  by  the  sea¬ 
shore,  so  I  made  for  the  starting  place  of  the 
coach  and  found  I  had  a  couple  of  hours  to  wait. 

To  wile  away  the  time  I  went  to  see  the  barber 
and  found  a  good-looking  girl  behind  the  counter, 
who  could  speak  deoent  French,  and  with  my 
small  stock  of  the  language  I  managed  to  hold  a 
conversation  with  her,  whioh  was  a  relief,  as  I  was 
tired  of  speaking  to  no  one.  Then  the  barber  and 
his  wife  came  in,  but  I  could  not  make  anything  of 
their  patois.  Business,  however,  occurred  to  him. 
Would  he  cut  my  hair  ?  Shave  my  beard  ?  I 
declined  with  thanks.  He  then  opened  a  small 
glass  case  and  produced  a  bottle  labelled  “  Beau¬ 
tiful  for  ever.”  Would  I  buy  it  ?  I  declined,  but 
took  the  bottle  and  pretended  to  pour  it  over  the 
girl’s  head. 

“Non,  non,  monsieur!  ”  he  roared,  and  seized 
the  bottle.  Then  he  produced  a  bottle  of  hair 
dye.  I  shook  my  head,  but  held  it  over  his  own 
hoary  head,  with  hair  about  half-an  inch  long  on 
it.  A  perfect  volley  of  French  followed,  while  the 
women  shrieked  with  laughter. 

I  then  said  “  Adieu,”  and  seated  myself  under 
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one  of  the  ubiquitous  blue  gum  trees,  until  the 
coach  was  ready.  I  had  a  cold  drive  home,  as  the 
sun  had  set,  and  was  thankful  for  my  ulster.  So 
ended  a  delightful  day  and  my  first  and  last 
attempt  (as  yet)  to  catch  fish  in  the  Mediterranean. 
And  now  good-bye,  my  friends  and  fellow-anglers 
whom  I  know  in  the  flesh  and  in  print.  May  you 
enjoy  the  good  dinners  your  better-halves  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  you  at  this  festive  period  (thankful  that 
you  are  not  going  a-fishing).  “  May  good  digestion 
wait  on  appetite  and  health  on  both.” 


TOaitomaita 


Salmon  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  Tay,  a 
few  rivers  in  the  extreme  north  of  Scotland,  and 
in  some  Irish  rivers. 


have  made  an  appeal  to  anglers  generally,  and 
those  of  the  north  country  in  particular,  to  form 
an  association  with  a  subscription  list  of  U‘200  or 
A’300  a  year,  to  rent  the  net  fisheries  of  Winder- 
mere  and  Coniston,  the  small  lakes  and  tarns 
which  are  in  private  hands,  to  provide  hatcheries 
for  young  fish,  and  to  supplement  the  watching 
done  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  Fishery  Board.  Mr. 
Fell  says  that  the  rod-fishing  in  Windermere 
and  Coniston  has  been  free  from  time  immemorial, 
and  that  in  his  opinion  Windermere  could  be  made 
one  of  the  best  angling  waters  for  trout  in  the 
world.  He  promises  that  if  public  attention  be 
secured,  the  board  will  act  as  a  centre  of  action 
until  an  association  can  be  formed,  and  that  no 
effort  will  be  wanting  to  secure  the  practical  suc- 
cessof  the  movement. 


We  listened  with  astonishment  to  one  of  the 
auditors,  Mr.  Chadwick,  and  himself  a  paid 
official  of  another  organization,  calling  into  ques¬ 
tion  the  paltry  sum  allowed  to  Mr.  Woodcock,  of 
Bolton,  in  connection  with  some  meeting  he  had 
attended  as  representavive  of  the  body.  If  Mr. 
Woodcock  wa3  worthy  of  recompense  at  all,  it 
was  stretching  matters  a  little  too  far  to  question 
his  receiving  an  amount  which  in  any  event  was 
not  commensurate  with  his  work.  Some  people 
would  call  Mr.  Chadwick’s  action  by  a  strong 
name.  We  are  content  to  call  it  uncharitable. 


An  ingenious  person  who  feared  the  freezing  of 
the  water  in  his  aquarium  covered  the  surface 
with  a  thin  film  of  gelatine.  Most  interesting  re¬ 
sults  followed.  Contributions  of  fisb  for  that 
aquarium  are  now  solicited. 

The  Rev.  R.  O.  Assheton  writes  that  in  one  of 
the  years  of  his  undergraduatehood  (1853-6)  he 
formed  one  of  a  party  which  skated  from  Oxford 
to  Reading,  and  that  he  had  only  to  get  off  the  ice 
occasionally  for  short  distances,  as,  for  example, 
through  the  town  of  Abingdon  and  at  some  of  the 
locks.  _ 

A  few  days  after  the  paragraph  respecting  that 
veracious  old  gentleman  who  caught  eels  with  a 
pair  of  tongs  appeared  in  “  Waltoniana,”  I  was 
interested  to  read  in  a  Worcester  paper  the  follow¬ 
ing  lines: — ‘‘Among  the  incidents  of  the  severe 
weather  has  been  the  amusing  capture  of  fish  in 
the  still  water  at  Diglis.  The  fisherman  stood  on 
the  ice  by  a  hole  to  which  the  eels  came  for  air, 
and  whipped  them  out  with  the  aid  of  a  pair  of 
blacksmith’s  tongs.  Many  were  taken  in  this  way, 
and  the  sport  was  well  enjoyed.”  My  veracious 
old  gentleman,  it  may  be  remembered,  used  an 
ordinary  pair  of  house  tongs,  or  said  he  did,  which 
of  course  was  just  the  same  thing.  An  eel  said  to 
weigh  91b.  was  caught  somewhat  after  this  fashion 
out  of  the  pond  at  Dulwich  recently. 


This  is  an  American’s  criticism  of  fish-culture 
by  the  State “  The  U.S.  Fish  Commission  is  one 
pf  the  most  valuable  adjuncts  of  the  Government, 
and  the  people  are  beginning  to  find  it  out,  for  the 
Commission  comes  in  closer  contact  with  them 
than  any  other  department  of  the  Federal 
Government.  No  department  makes  a  better 
showing  for  the  money  expended.  The  work  is 
now  thoroughly  organised,  and  fish  are  planted  in 
waters  which  are  known  to  be  adapted  to  the 
different  species.  The  country  is  divided  into 
districts,  and  the  fish  naturally  belonging  to  each 
of  these  geographical  divisions  are  deposited  in 
the  streams  of  each  locality  in  large  numbers.  If 
every  branch  of  the  Government  was  conducted 
equally  well,  the  government  of  the  people  would 
be  marvellously  grand.” 


I  had  intended  to  write  something  this  week  on 
the  pleasures  and  pains  of  winter  grayling  fishing, 
but  I  find  Mr.  Max  Walbran,  who  is  justly  cele¬ 
brated  as  a  most  skilful  north  country  grayling 
fisherman,  has  been  giving  an  account  of  a  day  he 
had  recently  by  the  river,  so  I  will  ta,ke  the  liberty 
of  quoting  from  his  interesting  description.^  Some 
grayling  were  caught,  of  course,  for  Mr.  Iftalbran 
hardly  knows  what  it  is  to  have  a  blank  day.  It 
was  cold,  very  cold.  “  The  meshes  of  my  landing 
net,”  says  Mr.  Walbran,  “  were  frozen  up,  and  it 
held  water  like  a  bucket.  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  draw  my  fish  out  on  to  the  gravel.  I  also  ex¬ 
perienced  some  difficulty  in  keeping  my  reel  line 
free  from  ice.  Every  five  minutes  I  had  to  strip 
the  ice  from  the  part  that  came  in  contact  with 
the  water,  and  the  top  ring  of  my  rod  becoming 
fixed  to  it,  I  narrowly  escaped  breakage  with 
several  of  the  larger  fisb,  as  I  was  unable  to  allow 
them  to  run.  I  picked  up  an  odd  fish  here  and 
there,  until,  at  the  bend  in  the  river,  I  came  upon 
a  brother  angler,  who  turned  out  to  be  Ralph 
Coldbeck.  Although  the  cold  was  so  intense,  we 
neither  of  us  experienced  any  discomfort.  Cold- 
beck’s  hands  were,  however,  a  trifle  frost-bitten  ; 
but,  curiously  enough,  mine  were  as  warm  as 
toast.  Ghostly  twilight  at  length  began  to  fall, 
and  under  the  lee  of  a  fir  plantation,  white  with 
snow,  we  reeled  up  our  lines.”  Templar. 


Of  the  meeting  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  also  held  on  Saturday  last,  it  is  a  trifle 
discouraging  to  find  that  the  attendance  was 
hardly  what  was  to  be  expected.  The  proceed¬ 
ings  were  not  exactly  conducted  in  camera ,  but  it 
is  not  always  advisable,  in  the  interests  of  fisher¬ 
men,  to  publish  results  of  deliberations,  and  for 
the  present  the  discussion  of  one  or  two  questions 
must  remain  in  abeyance. 

It  can  without  any  great  breach  of  faith  be 
stated  that  the  acquiring  of  the  netting  rights  for 
Windermere  district  was  a  topic  which  engrossed 
considerable  attention,  and  the  advantage  of  this 
would  be  found  in  the  better  results  likely  to 
follow  the  users  of  rod  and  line.  We  have  not 
heard  the  last  of  this  matter. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  meeting  of  the  Manchester  and  District 
Amalgamated  Association,  which  took  place  on 
Saturday  last,  was  not  of  a  very  exciting  char¬ 
acter,  and  for  the  most  part  the  proceedings  were 
apt  to  be  a  trifle  dull.  There  was  one  thing, 
however,  upon  which  the  utmost  unanimity 
existed,  and  that  was  with  regard  to  the  dinner, 
for  the  catering  of  which  Mr.  Harvey  well 
deserved  the  vote  of  thanks  accorded  him. 


Eels.— If  we  know  little  about  the  paternity 
and  maternity  of  eels,  we  know  a  great  deal  about 
their  childhood  and  youth,  or,  to  speak  more 
eelishly,  their  grigginess  and  elverhood.  The 
young  grigs,  when  they  do  make  their  appear¬ 
ance,  leave  us  in  no  doubt  at  all  about  their  pre¬ 
sence  or  their  reality.  They  wriggle  up  weirs, 
walls,  and  floodgates  ;  they  force  their  way  bodily 
through  chinks  and  apertures;  they  find  out  every 
drain,  pipe,  or  conduit  in  a  given  plane  rectilinear 
figure ;  and  when  all  other  spots  have  been  fully 
occupied,  they  take  to  dry  land,  like  veritable 
snakes,  and  cut  straight  across  country  for  the 
nearest  lake,  pond,  or  omamental  waters.  These 
swarms  or  migrations  are  known  to  farmers  as  eel- 
fairs  ;  but  the  word  ought  more  properly  to  be 
written  eel-fares,  as  the  eels  then  fare  or  travel 
up  the  streams  to  their  permanent  quarters.  A 
great  many  eels,  however,  never  migrate  seaward 
at  all,  and  never  seem  to  attain  to  years  of  sexual 
maturity.  They  merely  bury  themselves  under 
stones  in  winter,  and  live  and  die  as  celibates  in 
their  inland  retreats.  So  very  terrestrial  do  they 
become  indeed  that  eels  have  been  taken  with 
rats  or  field  mice  undigested  in  their  stomachs. — 
New  York  Herald. 


In  America  the  railway  companies  have  grasped 
the  fact  that  to  encourage  fish  culture  by  carrying 
fish  and  eggs  free  of  cost  to  the  Government  pays 
them  better  ultimately  than  charging  a  high  rate 
for  the  carriage  of  tanks,  &c.  In  England  hun¬ 
dreds  of  persons  who  now  buy  a  few  eggs  or  fry 
would,  if  they  could  get  the  carriage  free,  buy 
yearlings  or  two-year-olds,  and  we  should  hear 
less  about  the  failures  of  fish  culture.  If  one  of 
the  great  English  railway  companies  was  to  adopt 
the  system  of  carrying  live  fish  free,  the  waters 
near  its  line  of  rail  would  soon  become  better 
stocked  than  waters  on  other  lines,  and  the  com¬ 
paratively  small  sum  lost  on  the  carriage  of  the 
fish  would  be  repaid  a  hundredfold  by  the  increase 
iu  the  numbers  of  anglers  using  that  line.  That 
is,  I  understand,  the  view  of  the  subject  held  in 
America,  and  it  seems  a  sound  one. 


The  members  of  the  Kent,  Bela,  Leven  and 
Duddon  Board  of  Conservators  are  anxious  to 
improve  the  angling  in  the  Lake  District,  but  pro¬ 
fess  themselves  unable  to  do  more  than  they  have 
Hp-xr  with  the  limited  funds  at  their  disposal, 
row,  through  their  chairman,  Mr.  John  Fell, 


Touching  the  serious  business,  the  minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  created  some  discussion,  and 
although  a  lot  of  talk  was  indulged  in,  happily  no 
bones  were  broken.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  chairman, 
guided  matters  in  a  pretty  efficient  manner,  and 
when  it  is  considered  the  Oldham  representative 
alone  made  about  a  dozen  speeches,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  president  had  something  to  do. 

One  point  of  interest  was  that  relating  to  the 
Amalgamation  sending  a  representative  to  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association,  and  on  this  matter 
the  meeting  took  up  a  position  which  certainly 
was  not  tenable,  and  for  this  reason.  It  was  no 
fault  of  the  N.A.A.  that  the  Amalgamation  dele¬ 
gate  had  not  furnished  his  report,  and  had  the 
latter  done  so,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a 
re-election  in  the  capacity  in  question  would  have 
taken  place.  Mr.  Slatter,  estimable  a  man  as  he 
undoubtedly  is,  should  certainly  have  been 
deposed  from  the  position  if  he  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  let  his  fellow-workers  know  the 
result  of  his  deliberations  ;  but  even  this  did  not 
justify  Mr.  Platford  and  some  of  the  others  in 
doubting  that  good  results  would  accrue  to  the 
Amalgamation  from  any  amicable  working.  The 
Northern  Anglers’  Association  cannot  be  expected 
to  revolutionize  the  whole  of  northern  angling 
deficiencies  all  in  a  minute,  and  we  think,  and 
think  very  strongly,  that  the  meeting  at  present 
under  discussion  should  have  appointed  a  delegate. 
Schism  is  bad  at  any  time  where  reforms  are 
being  fought  for,  but  infinitely  worse  when  brought 
into  operation  on  what  is  practically  the  beginning 
of  a  movement. 


Trout  Fishing  near  Plymouth.— To  fish  the  Weavy, 
you  take  the  train  to  JBeckleigh.  Strike  away  for  Shaugh 
Bridge,  when  you  take  the  left  hand  stream,  and  com¬ 
mence  to  fish  at  once.  It  is  rather  woody  for  some  dis¬ 
tance  above  the  bridge,  but  gets  more  open  as  you  ap¬ 
proach  the  moor.  Some  good  sport  can  be  had  in  the 
woody  parts  by  dapping  with  a  (short  collar  and  Jeither  the 
natural  or  artificial  Blow-fly,  Grasshopper,  or  Fernweb. 
Another  [plan  is  to  go  to  Horrabridge  by  train,  walk  to 
Donsland  Barn,  alias  the  Manor  Inn  (where  by-the-bye  you 
can  always  get  a  good  drop  of  liquor).  Here,  leaving  the 
main  road,  take  the  one  at  the  back  of  the  inn,  which  will 
bring  you  on  the  Dartmoor  Railway.  Proceed  along  this 
until  you  come  in  sight  of  the  river,  and  you  will  soon  drop 
into  a  road  that  will  take  you  to  Sheepstor  Bridge.  You 
may,  if  you  like,  commence  fishing  here,  and|fish  up-3tream 
as  far  as  you  like,  retracing  your  steps  again  to  Horra¬ 
bridge,  at  the  end  of  your  day's  work,  or  instead  of  going 
u  i-stream,  you  can  fish  down  to  Shaugh  Bridge,  where  yo  u 
can  knock  olF  and  walk  to  Beckleigh  Station.  Either  of 
these  plans  will  give  a  fair  day’s  work.  To  reach  the  Cad 
you  must  go  to  Beckleigh  Station,  walk  to  Shaugh  Bridge 
thence  by  the  road  to  Cadover  Bridge,  and  there  you  can 
commence  fishing  up-stream  as  far  as  you  like.  At  Dits 
worthy  Warren,  if  you  inquire  for  Mr.  W are,  he  will  put 
you  up  to  a  wrinkle  or  two,  as  he  knows  every  inch  of  the 
river.  At  the  end  of  your  day’s  sport,  retrace  your  steps 
to  Beckleigh  to  the  train.— William  Hearder. 

Rights  of  Way  in  Scotland.— A  large  and  influential 
deputation  waited  upon  Lord  Lothian  (Secretary  for  Scot¬ 
land)  and  Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson  (Lord  Advocate)  in  the 
Parliament  House,  Edinburgh,  from  tho  Scottish  Right  of 
Way  Association  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  desir¬ 
ableness  of  legislating  in  regard  to  public  rights  of  way. 
Mr.  T.  R.  Buchanan,  M.P.,  urged  that  the  maintenance 
and  defence  of  these  rights  of  way  should  be  vested  in  the 
County  Councils  as  a  public  authority.  He  also  asked  that 
the  expense  of  asserting  the  law  in  rogard  to  rights  of  way 
was  very  great  and  needed  both  simplification  and  cheapen¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Macpherson  read  a  memorandum  on  the  subject 
detailing  the  action  of  the  society  in  recent  years.  Mr. 
W.  C.  Smith  and  Councillor  Macpherson  also  spoke,  after 
which  Lord  Lothian  thanked  the  speakers  for  the  clear 
manner  in  which  they  had  stated  their  case,  remarking 
that  the  Government  were  much  interested  in  the  question. 
He  accepted  it  as  a  fact  that  there  had  been  very  great 
encroachment  in  shutting  up  public  rights  of  way  by  in¬ 
dividual  proprietors.  The  Lord  Advocate  promised  to 
bring  the  statements  before  Mr.  Smith,  and  stated  that  the 
Government  were  quite  willing  to  take  this  interesting 
matter  into  their  consideration.— Scotsman. 
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Cormpoittencfc 


“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


FLY-CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — Now,  while  the  snow  is  lying  on  the 
ground,  white  and  beautiful,  is  the  opportunity  for 
practising  fly-casting  for  distance  and  accuracy. 
The  snow  shows  every  deviation  in  the  line  with 
pitiless  accuracy.  A  cast,  which  in  the  grass  might 
seem  straight  and  successful,  won’t  do  at  all  when 
the  snow  is  underneath.  It  is  a  chance  which 
should  not  be  missed  by  anglers  with  sufficient 
lawns. — Yours,  &c.,  Val  Conson. 


ANGLING  LITERATURE. 

Sir, — You  were  kind  enough  to  insert  my  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  December  19th,  asking 
for  information  as  to  any  library  circulating  books 
on  fishing,  and  your  correspondent,  “  J.  B.,”  was 
very  polite  to  give  some  information  relative  to  it 
in  the  number  for  January  3. 

His  suggestions  hardly  meet  the  case — that  is 
to  belong  to  the  Gresham.  Had  I  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  in  London  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  should 
find  it  a  great  advantage  to  become  a  member 
of  such  a  well-known  club ;  but  what  I  require 
(and  probably  many  other  subscribers)  is  to  know 
of  a  circulating  library  from  which  books  on  fish¬ 
ing  could  be  forwarded  and  kept  a  short  time  for 
quiet  reading,  both  for  information  and  amuse¬ 
ment.  I  presume  the  Gresham  do  not  allow  the 
members  to  take  them  from  the  library. — I  am, 
Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

A  Subscriber  to  the  “  Fishing  Gazette.” 


ANGLING  SLANG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  truly  grateful  to  Mr.  A.  M. 
Hiddon  for  his  article  on  “  Angling  Slang.”  It  is 
a  subject  on.  which  I  have  been  long  contem¬ 
plating  pouring  forth  the  vials  of  my  wrath — but 
the  fear  of  hurting  the  feelings  of  sensitive  con¬ 
tributors.  I  am  afraid  I  should  not  have  treated 
the  subject  with  the  good  temper  and  humour  of 
Mr.  Hiddon. — Yours,  &c.,  Val  Conson. 


LARGE  ROACH. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  who 
$igns  himself  “  Dusty  Miller,”  in  the  F.  G.  of  Jan. 
10th,  I  can  verify  the  fact  that  the  large  roach 
weighing  2lb.  15oz.  was  caught  in  one  of  Lord 
Rothschild’s  reservoirs  one  day  last  summer,  I 
think  by  Lord  Rothschild’s  keeper  (Mr.  James 
Street).  It  was  sent  to  be  set  up,  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  through  gross  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
someone  it  was  forgotten. — Yours  very  truly, 

Alfred  Mackrill. 


GISHURSTINE  AND  DRY  FEET. 

Sir, — I  wish,  as  an  .  angler  who  has  derived 
great  benefit  from  the  constant  use  of  this  most 
excellent  article,  strongly  to  recommend  it  for 
making  perfectly  waterproof  boots. 

I  have  used  it  for  some  years,  and  it  is  simply 
perfect.  I  should  advise  every  angler  to  purchase 
a  tin,  follow  the  instructions,  and  get  his  boots 
ready  for  the  great  thaw,  which  I  trust  will  soon 
set  iu.  Several  of  my  friends  (anglers)  have 
thanked  me  for  bringing  it  under  their  notice. — 
Yours  very  truly,  Alfred  Mackrill. 

.  Jan.  10. 

P.S. — I  write  this  simply  out  of  a  desire  to  do 
anglers  a  good  turn ;  I  do  not  even  know  the 
makers. 


BAGGETS  SHEDDING  THEIR  SPAWN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  last  letter  I  stated  that  I  was 
satisfied  by  personal  testimony  that  this  involun¬ 
tary  operation  sometimes  occurs.  My  authority 
was  “  Laxoring,”  who  wrote  to  me  privately  that 
he  had  witnessed  the  occurrence  on  one  or  two 
occasions  which  had  come  under  his  personal 
observation.  I  fully  credit  his  statement,  but  I 
think  it  is  right  to  state  that,  though  I  have  dili¬ 


gently  enquired  of  very  many  experienced  fisher¬ 
men,  I  have  not  met  with  one  whose  experience 
confirms  that  of  “  Laxoring.”  We  must  there¬ 
fore,  I  think,  conclude  that  the  instances  men¬ 
tioned  by  him  are  entirely  exceptional.  I  rather 
fancy  that  I  know  your  correspondent,  writing 
under  the  name  of  “  Salmo  Fario,”  and,  if  so,  I 
may  say  that  no  more  observant  or  experienced 
fisherman  practises  the  gentle  art. — I  am,  &c., 

George  Rooper. 


NAME  FOR  THE  NEW  CLUB. 

My  Dear  Sir, — In  your  “  Notes  ”  in  to-day’s 
(Jan.  10)  issue  you  ask  your  readers  to  suggest 
an  appropriate  name  for  the  new  club  formed  to 
preserve  a  stretch  of  the  river  Annan.  Will  you 
permit  me,  as  an  old  fisherman,  to  suggest  “  The 
Aunan  ias  Club  ”  ? 

I  trust  the  modesty  of  the  members  will  not 
stand  in  their  way  in  deserving  the  name ;  and  I 
look  forward  to  seeing  reports  in  the  F.  G.  which 
will  make  the  mouths  of  all  truthful  anglers  water. 
— Yours  sincerely, _  Truth. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  you  request  your  readers  to 
suggest  a  good  name  for  a  fishing  club  on  the 
river  Annan.  Do  you  think  anything  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  “  The  Annan-ias”  ?  I  am  a 
fisherman,  so  speak  feelingly  on  this  subject,  but 
do  not  send  the  usual  guarantee  of  good  faith,  in 
case  it  might  lead  to  identification  and — 

Ann-ihilation. 


SEA  FISHING. 

By  M.  M. 

III. 

HANDLINING — (Continued). 

The  Plymouth,  or  boat-shaped,  rig  differs 
from  any  hitherto  described,  and  is  much  pre¬ 
ferred  by  many  expert  fishermen.  The  sinker 
consists  of  a  lead  cast  in  the  shape  of  a  boat 
(hence  its  name),  having  a  wire  about  five  to  six 
inches  in  length,  terminated  by  a  strong  eye,  cast 
into  each  end.  This  wire  stands  up  at  an  angle 
with  the  top  of  the  boat.  To  one  eye  the  main 
line  is  attached,  and  to  the  other  eye  the  snood 
or  trace  is  made  fast.  Of  all  ground  gear  for 
line  fishing  I  like  this  type.  But  little  resistance 
is  offered  by  the  tackle  to  its  passage  through  the 
water,  and  it  is  consequently  hauled  in  with  com¬ 
parative  ease. 

In  all  rigs  of  this  particular  class— viz.,  the  boat  rig,  the 
Guernsey  rig,  the  sheering  rig,  the  banker’s  rig,  and  the 
Dartmouth  rig— a  streaming  trace  is  an  essential  part. 
This  trace  may  be  made  of  plaited  flax-line,  but  is  preferable 
if  made  of  gimp;  a  swivel  should  be  attached  to  it  at  its 
junction  with  the  lead.  For  offing  fishing  this  trace  may 
be  10ft.  long,  and  carry  five  or  six  hooks  ;  but  for  in-shore  or 
harbour  fishing  half  that  length  is  ample.  Conversely,  the 
longer  the  trace  the  stouter,  or  rather  stronger,  must  it 
be.  Such  a  trace,  whether  in  plaited  line  or  gimp,  should 
be  made  with  eyes  (formed  by  some  of  the  material  being 
inched  up  into  a  loop  and  bound  round),  to  which  the 
ook  links  will  be  attached.  The  strength  must  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  size  of  fish  likely  to  be  found. 

The  Banker’s  Lead  is  a  rig  of  similar  description,  vary 
ing  only  in  the  style,  or  rather  shape,  of  sinker,  which,  in 
this  case,  is  a  large  conical  one  with  a  wide  base.  In  one 
form  a  stout  eye  is  cast  into  the  apex  of  the  lead,  to  which 
not  only  the  main  line  is  attached,  but  a  short  length  of 
line  is  affixed,  to  which  the  trace  is  made  fast.  The  trace 
is  precisely  similar  to  that  used  with  the  boat  rig.  Any 
of  these  streaming  rigs  are  capital  lines  for  pollack. 

The  Sheering  Rig  differs  only  from  the  boat-shaped 
rig  in  that  the  lead,  instead  of  being  the  ordinary  shape  of 
a  boat,  is  similar  to  half  a  boat,  that  is  to  say  a  boat  cut  in 
halves  lengthwise.  This  peculiar  construction  causes  the 
lead  when  lowered  into  the  water  to  assume  a  slanting 
direction;  the  advantage  being  that  it  sheers  away  from 
the  boat,  so  that  by  varying  the  direction  imparted  to  it, 
three  leads  may  be  used  from  one  side  of  the  boat  without 
fouling  each  other.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when 
these  leads  are  used  from  both  sides  of  a  boat  the 
main  line3  are  attached  to  opposite  ends  of  the  lead,  other¬ 
wise  the  leads  will  all  steer  in  the  same  direction  ;  some 
sheering  under  the  boat  instead  qf  away  from  it.  The 
arrangement  of  trace  will  be  similar  to  the  boat-shaped 
rig. 

The  Dartmouth  Rig  is  on  the  same  principle  as  the 
boat  rig,  although  differing  in  constructive  detail.  In  this 
case  a  conical  lead  takes  the  place  of  the  boat-shaped,  and 
a  spreader  is  used  above  the  lead,  not  to  carry  the  snood, 
but  simply  to  keep  the  snood  clear  of  the  hand-lino.  A 
Southampton  chopstick  would  answer  the  same  purpose 
were  the  hand-line  attached  to  one  end  of  the  spreader  and 
a  snood  to  the  other  end.  In  the  rig  under  consideration 
the  lead  is  made  fast  to  the  centre  of  a  sling  of  cod-line 
having  an  eye  worked  at  each  end ;  to  one  eye  the  main 
line  is  attached  ;  to  the  other  is  fixed  the  trace,  the  func¬ 
tion  of  the  spreader  being  to  keep  these  two  eyes  well 
apart.  The  spreader,  which  is  a  plain  piece  of  iron  rod  or 
even  wood,  is  lashed  to  the  sling  below  each  eye. 

A  Long  Streaming  Trace,  similar  to  that  used  on  the 
boat  rig,  is  part  of  this  gear.  For  in-shore  fishing  5ft.  is 
long  enough,  but  for  offing  fishing  double  that  length  is 
used.  A  swivel  should  be  inserted  between  the  eye  on  the 
sling  and  the  trace ;  five  or  six  hooks  to  the  longer,  and 
three  hooks  to  the  shortor  trace  are  sufficient.  It  is  a  good 


plan  to  have  a  short  piece  of  line  beyond  the  swivel  to 
which  the  trace  is  attached  (the  trace  having  a  loop  at  the 
end)  by  a  single  bend,  for  a  trace  can  then  be  easily  cast  off 
when  desired. 

The  Guernsey  Rig  is  what  might  bo  termed  a  single 
Kentish  rig  or  a  single  paternoster ;  but  is  more  appro¬ 
priately  treated  under  the  heading  of  the  boat-shaped  leads 
(although  a  pear-shaped  or  conical  lead  is  used  in  lieu  of  a 
boat-shaped  sinker),  on  account  of  its  carrying  a  long  snood 
or  trace.  In  its  original  form  it  was  very  crude,  but  has 
now  been  much  improved  by  the  substitution  of  a  brass 
wire  spreader  in  lieu  of  a  wooden  one.  The  spreader  itself 
is  similar  to  a  short  straight  Kentish  rig  chopstick  if  we 
were  to  cut  off  one  end  close  to  the  tube.  The  lead  is 
mounted  on  a  leather  sling  in  a  similar  manner. 

Sid  Strap.— Next  to  the  spreader  eye  is  a  long  snood, 
which  for  offing  fishing  is  usually  six  feet  long.  To  this  is 
attached  a  trace  three  feet  long,  and  beyond  this  tho  hook 
link.  Between  the  sid  strap  and  the  trace  it  is  advisable  to 
insert  a  swivel,  and  cl030  to  this  swivel  it  is  not  an  uncom¬ 
mon  thing  to  add  another  hook  to  a  snood  about  eighteen 
inches  long.  When  fishing  in  a  harbour,  or  near  the  shore, 
the  length  of  sid  strap  and  trace  together  need  not  exceed 
live  feet.  The  advantage  of  this  type  of  ground  fishing 
tackle  is,  that  the  cumbrous  and  suspicious  portion  is  at 
some  distance  from  the  baited  hook. 

Trace.— Now  here  are  instructions  for  makinga  suitable 
trace  for  any  of  these  streaming  gears.  I  give  the  size  for 
the  longer  trace,  the  shorter  one  can  be  altered  propor¬ 
tionately.  Take  a  couple  of  feet  of  No.  3  gimp,  mako.a 
long  eye  at  one  end,  and  attach  a  swivel  to  the  other.  Next 
take  lift,  of  the  same  sized  gimp,  attach  one  end  to  the 
swivel,  and  the  other  end  to  another  swivel.  At  three 
points  along  this  length  bend  the  gimp  into  a  bight,  and 
whip  it  to  form  a  loop  or  eye;  to  the  second  swivel  attach 
another  length  of  a  yard  of  the  same  sized  gimp.  This  wifi 
have  a  loop  whipped  on  the  end,  and  a  couple  of  bights 
whipped  up  in  the  intermediate  length.  Thus  the  trace 
will  carry  six  hooks,  which  are  attached  to  the  six  loops. 
It  is  a  great  improvement  to  insert  swivels  between  each 
loop  and  the  hook  link. 

Swivels.— Now  here  just  a  word  on  these  all-important 
little  affairs.  A  swivel  may  or  may  not  be  a  valuable 
appendage  to  a  trace.  It  should  be,  but  may  not  be  unless 
properly  made,  and  theroin  lies  the  secret  of  its  success. 
If  it  be  a  well-made  thing,  it  is  a  great  com  fort  to  the  fisher¬ 
man,  as  it  prevents  all  sorts  of  fouls ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  be  a  badly  finished  article,  then  it  is— well,  just  about 
useless!  Swivels  are  made  of  german  silver,  brass,  and 
steel.  The  former  are  tho  more  expensive ;  the  latter, 
although  not  so  easily  seen,  are  useless  in  salt  water  ;  they 
rust  up  at  once  and  are  only  fit  for  fresh  water.  Brass 
answers  every  purpose.  Some  swivels  have  a  bow  at  each 
end  of  the  brass  box  forming  the  body  ;  these  are  conve¬ 
nient  for  insertion  in  traces,  &c.,  where  there  is  no  need  to 
undo  them.  For  attaching  hook  links,  or  other  parts  of 
gear  that  require  removal,  the  buckle  swivel  is  the  most 
convenient  form  :  a  looped  piece  of  gear,  such  as  a  hook 
link,  can  be  detached  at  once  ;  there  is  no  cutting  of  any¬ 
thing  whatever.  Swivels  being  made  of  various  strengths 
and  sizes,  when  making  up  gear  the  fisherman  must  usb 
some  little  common  sense  in  selection,  so  that  while  he 
gets  them  strong  enough  they  are  not  too  heavy.  Swivels 
should  occasionally  be  treated  to  a  little  sweet  oil  to  ensure 
their  working  quite  freely. 

Spiral  Spring.— I  always  advise  the  use  of  a  hard  brass 
wire  spiral  spring,  which  should  be  inserted  between  the 
lead  and  the  trace.  I  believe  it  helps  to  hook  the  fish,  and 
to  a  certain  extent  plays  the  part  of  the  top  joint  of  a  rod. 
An  india-rubber  A,  B,  C  door-spring,  or  a  piece  of  india- 
rubber  tube  may  be  used  in  place  of  a  metal  spring  ;  but,  if 
this  is  done,  then  I  advise  that  a  loose  piece  of  safety  line 
should  be  spliced  on  to  the  trace,  so  that  in  the  event  of  the 
india-rubber  giving  way  the  whole  of  the  trace  would  not 
be  lost.  Of  course,  this  check  or  safety  line  must  have  a 
length  slightly  exceeding  the  amount  the  india-rubber 
spring  pulls  out  to ;  it  will  not  be  required  with  a  metal 
spring.  The  two  ends  of  the  brass  wire  will,  of  course,  be 
turned  round  to  form  eyes. 

Strength  of  Trace. — The  trace  I  have  above  described 
is  one  suitable  for  haddock  or  large  whiting.  If  the  rig 
be  required  for  large  cod  or  conger  fishing,  the  main  line 
must  of  course  be  stout,  and  the  trace  (or  sid  strap)  much 
stronger  ;  the  swivels  must  be  strong  and  tho  size  of  gimp 
employed  should  be  No.  5  or  6.  Not  so  many  hooks  will  be 
required  and  these  must  be  whipped  on  to  strong  gimp,  or 
twisted  copper  wires,  or  on  a  snood  formed  of  very  loosely 
twisted  or  plaited  sail  twine. 

Spinning  Bait.— When  any  tide  is  running  an  artificial 
spinning  bait— if  not  heavy— such  as  an  indiarubber  sand  eel 
or  baby  spinner,  may  be  used,  in  lieu  of  the  terminal  hook, 
and  this  is  the  only  condition  under  which  a  revolving 
bait  can  be  made  use  of  in  handlining  from  a  boat  lying  at 
anchor. 

There  is  yet  another  description  of  handline  rig,  which 
has  no  chopstick  or  spreader  of  any  sort,  neither  docs  its 
principle  depend  upon  a  long  streaming  trace.  The  first 
of  these  for  consideration  is— 

The  Hand  Loger.— This  is  an  arrangement  similar  to 
the  well-known  leger  line,  so  familiar  with  the  rod  angler. 
For  handlining  purposes  it  must  necessarily  be  stronger 
than  its  congener  used  in  freshwater,  but  tbe  principle  re¬ 
mains  unaltered,  the  only  difference  being  the  element  of 
strength.  For  deep  sea  fishing  purposes,  a  flat  or  double 
conical  lead  weighing  lib.  or  upwards,  according  to  the 
strength  of  current,  wifi  be  requisite.  This  is  to  be  slung 
on  a  tvvo  feet  length  of  strong  gimp,  looped  at  each  end, 
such  loops  being  strongly  whipped  with  waxed  twine ;  or, 
in  place  of  the  gimp,  a  straight  piece  of  No.  IS  B.W.G. 
hard  brass  wire,  eighteen  inches  long — or  still  better 
phosphor,  or  manganese  bronze  wire,  or  equal  strength  of 
stranded  wire  (the  ends  of  which  are  to  be  turned  into  an 
eye)  may  be  used.  Whichever  material  be  adopted,  a  stop 
must  be  placed  close  to  the  loops  or  eyes  to  limit  the 
movement  of  the  lead.  If  gimp  be  used,  a  couple  of  small 
drilled  bullets  pinched  on,  or  wedged  tightly  against  the 
wire— a  match  stick  will  effect  this— or  a  couple  of  large 
glass  beads  wedged  on  wifi  serve  to  effect  this  purpose. 
If  wire  be  employed,  tho  ends  which  are  turned  round  to 
form  the  eye  will  meet  the  requirement.  To  the  eye  below 
the  lead  is  to  be  attached  a  sufficiently  strong  swivel,  then 
a  snood  or  trace,  which  may  be  of  good  sized  gimp  or 
dressed  strong  salmon  line,  about  a  yard  in  length.  A  loop 
is  to  be  knotted  and  whipped  at  each  end  of  this  snood, 
and  to  the  extreme  loop  on  this  the  hook  link  will  bo 
attached.  This  gear  wifi  be  found  of  much  service  where 
conger  abound  or  other  fish  run  large,  and  where  one  hook 
will  bo  considered  sufficient.  If  conger  are  sought  for,  a 
swivel  conger  hook  without  any  particular  link  should  fie 
employed. 
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The  Twin  Leger,  or  legcr  trot,  will  be  found  a  convenient 
piece  of  handlining  gear  when  the  fisherman  is  on  the  war 
path  against  flat  fish:  and  for  this  class  of  fishing  it  is 
especially  useful  when  the  run  of  the  tide  is  but  small.  It 
is  then  very  efficacious,  for  the  tenderest  bite  is  felt,  and 
good  sport  may  be  often  ensured,  particularly  when  dabs 
or  flounders  are  the  object  of  capture,  as  these  fish  are  at 
times  very  gentle  in  their  feeding.  The  rig  consists  of  a 
fine  strong  plaited  line,  say  No.  1*,  but  any  main  handhne 
may  be  used.  To  the  end  of  the  hand-line  is  to  be  attached 
a  sinker  of  about  half-a-pound.  If  the  fisherman  docs  not 
happen  to  have  a  loose  lead  with  him,  he  can  make  use  of 
his  chopstick  line  as  a  sinker.  Some  eight  inches  above 
the  sinker  a  loop  or  bight  should  be  made  in  the  main  line, 
to  which  may  he  attached  one  end  of  a  strong  fine  line. 
This  supplementary  line  may  vary  in  length  according  to 
the  fancy  of  the  fisherman  ;  it  may  be  a  couple  of  yards,  or 
it  may  be  half-a-dozen ;  anyway,  it  should  be  strong  and 
light,  of  course  bearing  in  mind  that  the  longer  it  is  so  much 
proportionately  stouter  should  it  be.  This  supplementary 
line  is  to  be  terminated  with  another  sinker,  and  in  this 
respect  it  will  differ  from  the  floating  trace  gears.  'I  he 
material  of  which  it  is  made  may  be  either  fine  flax  line, 
silk  line,  twisted  gut  or  gimp.  At  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  inches  apart  hooks  snooded  on  to  gut,  gimp,  horse¬ 
hair,  silk,  or  fine  flax  snoodingare  to  be  strung,  the  number 
naturally  depending  upon  the  length  of  the  line. 

The  modus  operandi  is  to  lower  the  first  lead  overboard, 
the  hooks  are  then  baited  seriatim,  the  line  being  meanwhile 
paid  over ;  when  the  baiting  operations  are  complete,  the 
whole  line  is  lowered  over  the  side  until  the  first  lead 
reaches  the  bottom  ;  the  boat  should  then  be  moved  slightly 
according  to  the  length  of  line  between  the  two  leads,  so  as 
to  lay  the  line  out  straight  on  the  bottom  before  the  second 
lead  touches  the  ground.  The  second  lead  being  in  position, 
the  main  line  is  then  sufficiently  tautened  so  as  to  feel 
the  lead  without  raising  it.  The  size  of  hooks  will  vary 
somewhat,  depending  upon  the  size  of  fish  likely  to  be  found 
in  the  particular  locality. 

It  is  frequently  an  advantage  to  the  deep  sea  handliner 
to  run  out  a  float-line,  which  may  capture  a  pollack  or 
some  other  surface-feeding  fish.  Such  a  line  may  be 
made  up  with  thirty  yards  of  fine  strong  line  on  a  reel 
with  three  yards  of  gimp,  to  which  may  be  attached  a 
yard  of  gut  as  a  collar.  A  pipe  lead  of  about  an  ounce 
should  be  placed  near  the  end  of  the  gimp.  The  float  must 
be  of  sufficient  size  to  float  the  sinker  easily ;  one  about 
three  to  four  inches  long  by  one  and  three-quarter  inches 
in  diameter  is  a  useful  size,  and  I  prefer  it  either  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  or  Jardine’s  pattern.  If  painted  grey  on 
the  top'  it  will  be  more  easily  discerned  in  the  dark.  The 
collar  may  be  terminated  with  one  or  a  couple  of  hooks. 

The  Winder  for  such  gears  as  we  have  been  here  con¬ 
sidering  should  be  as  large  as  conveRient— say,  at  least  8in. 
by  6in.  over  the  bars  ;  the  larger  the  winder  the  quicker 
the  line  will  dry.  The  size  I  have  just  mentioned  will  not 
be  so  large  as  to  be  productive  of  any  inconvenience  in 
travelling.  If  a  larger  one  can  be  managed  so  much  the 
better.  Pieces  of  cork  should  be  bound  or  nailed  to  the 
outside  of  the  projecting  ends  of  the  frame.  Wine  corks  cut 
through  the  centre  answer  well  for  this. 

(To  he  continued.) 


MIDLAND  ANGLING  NEWS. 

By  C.  W. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Friday, 
January  9th  last,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birmingham. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied 
the  vice-chair.  The  attendance  was  not  all  that, 
could  be  desired,  and  the  president,  in  opening  the 
business  of  the  meeting,  said  that  he  hoped  that 
now  the  holiday  season  was  over,  the  meetings 
would  be  better  attended  in  future.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  held  on  12th  December 
last,  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  Secretary 
informed  the  committee  that  the  Ring  of  Bells  Society  had 
appointed  a  new  delegate  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Curtis,  re¬ 
signed  ;  this  raised  some  little  discussion,  and  it  was  finally 
decided  that  all  vacancies  caused  by  the  resignations  of 
members  of  the  committee  be  filled  up  at  the  next  general 
meeting.  The  committee  next  dealt  with  the  question  of 
what  salary  should  be  paid  to  the  secretary,  when,  after  a 
short  discussion,  it  was  resolved  That  it  should  go  from 
the  committee  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  secre¬ 
tary  should  receive  some  remuneration  in  the  shape  of  a 
fixed  salary  for  his  services.”  This  was  put  to  the  meeting 
and  carried  unanimously.  Messrs.  Coles  and  White  were 
elected  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  society,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  presented  to  the  general  meeting,  which  will 
shortly  be  held.  The  secretary  informed  the  committee 
thattne  society  had  been  formed  six  months,  and  that 
members  who  had  joined  at  the  commencement,  should 
they  bo  in  unfortunate  circumstances  and  require  assist¬ 
ance.  the  case  would  be  investigated,  and  relief,  if  needed, 
would  be  given.  No  case  up  to  the  present  has  been  made 
known.  The  committee  next  turnod  their  attention  to  the 
forthcoming  sacred  concert,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  the  25th  inst.,  and  what  the  committee 
had  done  so  far  went  to  show  that  the  affair  would 
turn  out  a  great  success  ;  and  it  was  further  decided  to 
hold  these  meetings  about  every  three  weeks  until  the  end 
of  March,  and  that  all  monies  collected  at  the  concerts, 
after  defraying  the  necessary  expenses,  should  go  to  the 
funds  of  the  society.  Several  vocalists  of  high  reputation 
were  mentioned  as  having  offered  their  services.  A  lec¬ 
ture  with  limelight  views  will  be  given  at  one  of  the  meet¬ 
ings,  and  several  gentlemen’s  names  were  mentioned,  who 
would  give  readings,  &c.  This  concluded  the  business  of 
the  meeting,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  committee 
again  meet  on  the  Friday  evening  previous  to  first  concert, 
to  draw  up  a  programme,  and  finish  making  the  financial 

arrangements.  - - 

The  Provincial  Angling  Association,  tho  headquarters  of 
which  is  the  same  as  the  Birmingham  Association,  is 
making  marked  progress,  and  is  showing  to  the  different 
railway  companies  that  they  intend  looking  to  their  in¬ 
terests,  and  the  railway  companies  are  not  slow  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  objects  of  the  Association  ;  for  instance,  the  Car¬ 
diff  Association,  one  of  tho  latest  acquisitions  to  the 
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Association,  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  relationship 
as  the  Provincial  have  been  the  means  of  obtaining  them, 
not  only  the  concession  on  the  Great  Western  Railway,  out 
also  on  two  of  the  most  important  Welsh  railways,  namely, 
the  Rhvmney,  and  Brecon  and  Merthyr  railways,  and  are 
negotiating  with  the  Cambrian  Company,  with  a  view  ot 
obtaining  the  concession  from  them  also.  This  will  show 
to  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Provincial  Association 
what  is  being  done  for  those  who. loin,  and  the  benfits  to 
be  obtained  by  so  doing.  The  Malvern  Association  have, 
(1  urine:  the  last  fortnight,  thrown  in  their  lot  with  the  1  ro- 
vincial,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  before 
many  weeks  are  over  they  will  be  in  possession  of  the 
privilege  to  travel  at  the  reduced  fare  from  Malvern  anti 
Malvern  Link  stations  to  about  20  stations  The  writer  of 
these  notes  noticed  in  last  week’s  issue  of  the  F.  G.  that 
the  Manchester  anglers  were  about  to  apply  to  the  G.  vv  , 
R.  and  other  railway  companies  for  the  privilege  to  travel 
at  Pm  reduced  fare.  This  I  hope  they  will  be  successful  in, 
but  I  may  venture  to  remark  that  the  Provincial  Associa¬ 
tion  have  the  key  to  the  situation  on  the  G.  W.  R.,  and 
have  the  privilege  granted  to  them  alone  (outside  London), 
and  all  Associations  wishing  to  enjoy  the  privilege  will 
have  to  join  the  Provincial ;  and  if  my  Manchester  friends 
— or  any  other  Association — wish  to  obtain  any  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  very  important  subject  I  shall  bo  only  too 
pleased  to  give  it.  My  address  is  C.  •White,  45,  fenby- 
street.  North  Birmingham,  where  1  hope  to  receive  one  or 
two  applications  from  Associations  previous  to  the  next 
committee  meeting  of  the  Association,  which  will  be  held 
very  shortly.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  Old  King  r  rost. 
has  partially  left  us  ;  he  went  away  on  Monday  morning  at 
express  speed,  but  returned  on  Wednesday  evening  m 
rather  a  mild  form,  as  it  commenced  to  freeze  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  But  I  don’t  think  it  will  long  con¬ 
tinue  ;  in  fact,  I  and  many  others  hope  so.  And  the  sooner 
he  returns  to  the  northern  regions  the  better. 


llcprts  from  Clttlis 


TVe  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House ,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken well- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  January  19,  at 
8.30.— R.  GhuRNEY,  sec.  „  _ 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List.— Eastern  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  1. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
be  to  the  West  Ham  Brothers,  the  Swan,  Stratford  Broad¬ 
way,  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  20.  This  being  the  first  visit 
of  the  New  Year  I  hope  it  will  be  a  good  one.  Chair  taken 
at  8  o’clock.  Come  early  because  they  close  early.— G. 
Manning,  sec.  „  „ 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  2.— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  take  place  at 
the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday,  January  20.  I 
hope  this  will  be  a  big  meeting,  as  the  above  society  want 
to  give  a  new  host  a  house  warming.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list,  in  con1  unction  with 
the  S.  L.  U.  V.  L.,  took  place  at  the  Peckham  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peck- 
hant;  on  the  13th  instant,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  the  following  fourteen 
clubs  answered— Anglers’  Pride,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Ber¬ 
mondsey,  Blackfriars.  Peckham  Brothers,  Rodney,  Second 
Surrey,  St.  George’s,  United  Brothers,  Walworth  Waltoni- 
ans,  Wellington,  North  Lambeth,  Alma,  and  St.  Thomas’s. 
The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Rodney,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road  ;  the  date  I  will  give  next 
week.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken  well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  El  4s., 
from  the  donation  box  of  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling 
Society ;  and  2s.  6d.  annual  subscription,  from  R.  J. 
Breedon,  Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Tho  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  even¬ 
ing,  January  23,  at  8.30.— It.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln’s-inn  Fields.— On  account  of  tho  weather  being  so 
bad,  our  pegged  down  match,  for  five  prizes,  at  Windsor, 
on  the  18th,  is  postponed  to  some  future  date.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List  will 
take  place  to  the  above-named  society  ;  date  not  yet  fixed. 

I  wish  to  remind  anglers  that  we  have  organised  a  smoking 
concert  on  behalf  of  one  of  our  members,  Jem  Whlston,  on 
Monday,  Jan.  19.  It  being  a  very  deserving  case,  I  should 
like  to  see  as  many  anglers  present  as  possible.  Tho  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Mr.  John  Slaughter,  Great  Northern 
Brothers.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street.  Gos well-road.—  On  the  11th  inst.  a 
few  of  our  members  ventured  out,  but  had  to  return  as 
they  went,  but  Mr.  W.  Embleton,  jun.,  managed  to  show 
a  n'ico  tray  of  chub  and  dace  from  tho  Thames.  Wo  have 
several  prizes  waiting  over  to  be  fished  for  as  soon  as  the 
water  is  anyways  at  all  flshablo,  of  which  due  notice  will 
be  sent  you. — E.  It.  Embleton,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  It. 
Wellman  read  an  interesting  paper  on  bait  casting,  before 
the  members  of  this  society,  Mr.  Chas.  Wastels  in  the 
chair;  at  the  close  he  received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
On  Tuesday  next,  Mr.  J.  Pindar  will  read  a  paper,  entitled 
“Angling  as  a  Sport,”  all  anglers  invited.  A  committee 
on  Tuesday  next  at  8.30.— Geo.  Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange  road.— Only  one  member  weighed  in  on  the  11th 
inst.,  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  9Joz.  dace,  from  Twickenham.— 
A.  Conn,  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — The  above  held  their 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  District,  on  the  13th  inst,, 
which  proved  agreat  success,  twenty-two  answering  the  roll, 
Mr.  Pailes,  sen.,  of  the  Alma  Angling  Society,  occupying 
the  chair.  The  Bloomsbury  Brothers  wish  to  return  their 
thanks  to  all  those  who  attended  on  that  night,  and  also 
to  those  who  contributed  to  the  harmony.  Members  will 
please  note  that  Wednesday,  the  14th,  was  quarter  night, 
and  that  the  21st  is  the  limit  night,  when  I  hope  all  mem¬ 
bers  will  have  showed  up.— D.  Warren. 


Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 

Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.— Our  annual  dinner,  which 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  was  a  decided  success.  Tho 
viands  were  well  appointed  and  served  by  our  worthy 
host.  Ben  Johnson,  Esq.,  our  estimable  president,  supported 
by  our  much  respected  treasurer,  W.  J.  Roberts,  took  tho 
head  of  the  swim,  .and  B.  Bissell  graced  the  tail  end.  After 
dinner  the  toasts  of  “  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  “The 
Brunswick  Brothers,”  “The  Officers,”  “The  Visitors,” 

“  Our  Chairman,”  the  last  being  responded  to  by  B.  John¬ 
son,  Esq.,  in  a  most  humorous  manner.  The  toasts  were 
interspersed  with  songs  by  Messrs.  Foster,  Bufflham,  Gore, 
West,  Bissell,  Frank  Sommerville,  A.  Aspen,  Howell,  and. 
a  host  of  others;  in  fact  time  went  very  merrily,  that  in 
spite  of  (he  extension  of  time,  we  found  ourselves  with  a 
lot  of  talent  in  hand  when  the  parting  hour  came,  at  1.45 
a.m.,  when  I  think  I  may  say  that  for  the  first  time  for 
some  weeks  they  returned  home  with  well  filled  creel3.— 

T.  Hawkes,  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons 

Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  in¬ 
augural  “smoker”  on  the  7  th  inst.  was  in  everyway  a 
success.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  Mr. 
Hutchins  officiating  as  vice.  Amongst  other  gentlemen,  we 
noticed  members  of  the  following  societies  :  Silver  Trout, 
Marylehone,  Priory,  Independent  Brothers,  &c. ;  also  Mr. 
Cox  (“Old  Izaak”).  Some  really  excellent  songs  were 
rendered  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Morris,  A.  Warsop, 
Clark,  E.  Sutton,  Hutchings,  Butterfield,  Jamsey,  Cane, 
Butler,  Ashdon,  Walker,  Cox,  Wood,  Carter,  & c.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  those  present  for  their  kind 
attendance.  Will  members  and  friends  please  note  that 
the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  seen  each  week  at  our  club¬ 
house  ?— W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List.— 

The  visit  to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  on  Tuesday  evening 
was  a  great  success,  the  house  being  crowded  to  excess, 
and  a  good  entertainment  was  provided.  Mr.  Pailes  in 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  D.  Warren.  The  following  twenty- 
two  societies  were  well  represented,  viz. :  The  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln,  St.  John’s,  Convivial,  St. 
Andrew’s,  Barbican,  City  of  London,  Independent  Brothers, 
Rising  Sun,  Seymour  Brothers,  Eustonians,  Little  Inde¬ 
pendent,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Tollington  Brothers, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North  Western,  Mitre 
Brothers,  Golden  Barbel,  Royal  George,  Silver  Trout,  and 
Alliance.  The  next  visit  will  bo  to  the  Alma  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street,  Clare- 
market.  Any  secretary  wishing  for  a  further  supply  of 
tickets  for  the  competition  on  the  25th  can  have  them  by 
sending  post  card  to  my  address.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— On  the  11th  Messrs.  E.  George  and  E.  Baxter  again 
visited  the  tideway  notwithstanding  the  severe  weather, 
and  were  rewarded  with  a  good  show  of  dace  weighing 
81b.  Now  that  the  weather  has  broken,  I  hope  more  of  our 
members  will  go  out  and  bring  some  good  shows  home.— 

J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst.,  it  was 
decided  to  postpone  the  match  at  Uxbridge  till  the  25th, 
the  members  considering  it  unwise  to  attempt  to  fish  there 
on  the  18th.  Members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next ; 
important  business.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21  Gos  well-road. —The  return  visit  on  the  Central  List 
took  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  12.  at  the  above  house.  On  the 
roll  being  called  by  Mr.  C.  Watling,  it  was  found  that 
twenty-five  clubs  were  represented.  I  heartily  thank  all 
members  that  were  present  for  their  kind  support  on  that 
occasion.— F.  Vanhegan,  sec. 

Gresham.— The  first  smoking  concert  of  the  current  half 
year  came  off  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  G.  Chambers,  vice- 
president,  in  the  chair.  A  full  and  excellent  programme 
was  got  through  very  successfully,  and  gave  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  those  present.  The  pleasure  of  the  evening  was 
greatly  enlivened  by  the  attendance  of  ten  members  of 
the  “Gresham  Male  Voice  Choir,”  who  rendered  some 
glees  with  great  effect.  There  were  also  some  very  excel¬ 
lent  recitations,  songs,  &c.  The  meeting  next  Tuesday 
will  comprise,  beyond  the  ordinary  business,  short  papers 
by  members. 

Islington  Angling  Society,  Jubilee  House,  Hornsey- 
rise,  N.— On  Monday  next,  the  19th  inst.,  at  eight  p.m.,  Mr. 
George  Boxall  will  read  a  paper  on  “Ledgering,”  and  I 
hope  as  many  as  can  possibly  attend  that  evening  will  do 
so.— Claude  H.  Kennett.  hon.  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  next  (21st  inst.),  at  nine  o’clock,  a  member  of  ours,  Mr. 
J.  McDermott,  will  read  a  paper  entitled,  “  The  Experi¬ 
ences  of  a  London  Angler/’  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  has 
kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair  on  this  occasion. 
This,  wo  believe,  is  the  first  time  a  member  of  an  East-end 
club  has  volunteered  to  place  his  experience  before  his 
angling  brethren.  Wo  shall,  therefore,  bo  pleased  to  see 
any  angling  friend  who  would  like  to  be  present.  Tho 
members  will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  Jan.  18 
at  Amberley.  For  particulars  see  last  week’s  issuo  of  tho 
Fishing  Gazette,  or  they  can  bo  had  at  the  club-house.— 
II.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  tho  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chestcr-sirect,  Pentonvillo.— On  the  11th  inst.  a  few  of  our 
members  wero  out,  but  had  no  sport  on  account  of  tho 
frozen  state  of  tho  river.  Any  member  wishing  to  com¬ 
pete  in  tho  Clerkenwell  competition  can  get  a  ticket  by 
calling  at  tho  club  house.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up 
on  Wednesday  next  for  important  business.— W.  Watling, 
secretary. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  St.  John’s. 

lane,  Liverpool.— Our  annual  meeting  on  tho  8th  was  well 
attended,  and  we  opened  the  year  well  by  admitting  two 
new  members.  The  minutes  of  certain  meetings  having 
been  duly  confirmed  and  subscriptions  reoelved,  tho 
treasurer’s  quarterly  account  of  receipts  and  payments, 
duly  audited,  was  passed  and  adopted.  The  annual 
abstract  of  accounts,  showing  total  reoeipts  £94  19s.  3d., 
total  payments  £88  Is.,  and  balance  £6  18s.  3d.,  was  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  society,  approved,  and  a  printed  copy  handed 
to  each  member.  Absentees  can  have  one  on  making 
application.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
tho  current  year :— President,  Mr.  H.  Leaman ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  R.  Whittington  ;  chairman,  Mr.  I.  II.  Jones  ; 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  Titterton;  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes; 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  Woolfall ;  auditors,  Messrs.  G.  E.  Robin- 
son  and  J.  G.  Gilbert.  Seven  members  to  act  with  above, 
and  together  form  the  committee :— Messrs.  Smith,  II.  J, 
Johnson.  G.  Haughton,  II.  Wood,  C.  H.  Child,  R.  Roberts, 
and  T.  Noon.  Report  of  sub-committee  on  change  of 
place  of  meeting  was  submitted,  read,  and  it  was  resolved 
“  That  the  club-house  be  in  future  the  Bee  Hotel,  St. 
John’s-lane,  and  that  the  first  meeting  be  held  there  on  the 
ovening  of  the  22nd  instant.”  Resolved,  “  That  the  special 
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watching  of  the  Knowsley  water  be  discontinued  from  the 
7th  of  February,  the  committee  to  make  the  keeper  such  a 
Christmas  box  as  they  hi  ay  think  fit  at  the  ond  of  each 
year.’’  Resolved,  “  That  there  be  no  extra  general  levy  for 
the  purchase  of  stock  fish.”  Resolved,  “That  the  weekly 
meetings  bo  continued  during  November,  December, 
January,  and  Fobruary,  as  before.”  Some  of  the  prizes 
for  specimen  fish  were  presented,  and  iho  proceedings, 
which  had  been  most  cordial  and  harmonious  throughout, 
were  brought  to  a  close  by  a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  officers  and  committee  for  the  past  year,  and  to  the 
president  for  his  able,  courteous  and  impartial  conduct  in 
the  chair  on  this  occasion. — R.  Woolf  all,  sec. 

Peckham  Brothers  Anglins  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey -grove,  Peckham. — A  meeting  of  the  clubs  on 
the  South  London  List  took  place  at  the  above  club  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  we  had  a  very  good  muster,  fourteen 
clubs  being  represented,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  We  have  had  no  fish  in  lately,  as  none  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  out ;  but  now  there  is  a  break  in  the 
weather  they  will  soon  bo  on  the  war  path  again.— A.  G. 
Duke,  sec. 

Rodney  Pisoatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-roaa.— Our  monthly  competition  will  take  place  at 
Shiplake,  on  Jan.  25,  all  members  to  start  by  the  first  train 
from  Paddington.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  A.A.V.L. 
will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Jan  27.  A  good  attendance 
will  greatly  oblige.— E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— No  fish  weighed  in  and  no  mem¬ 
bers  present  on  the  7th,  but  on  the  11th  it  was  unanimously 
voted  a  donation  towards  the  river  keepers’ annual  dinner. 
Mr.  Green  has  kindly  given  a  handsome  ebony  hammer 
and  highly  polished  lignum  vitae  wood  board  for  the  use  of 
the  chairman  ;  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  ; 
good  muster  of  members  present ;  angling  topics  only  dis¬ 
cussed.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— A 

visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  Peck¬ 
ham  Bros.  A.S.  on  the  13th  inst.,  when  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent,  the  large  clubroom  being  crowded. 
The  following  fourteen  clubs  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
roll :— Bermondsey  Bros.,  Second  Surrey,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Wellington  United  Bros.,  St.  Georges,  North  Lambeth, 
St.  Thomas’s,  Blackfriars,  Anglers’  Pride,  Rodney,  Wal¬ 
worth  Waltonians,  Alma  and  Peckham  Bros.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  United  Bros.,  held  at  the  Druid’s  Head, 
Church-street,  Broadway,  Deptford.  Due  notice  of  date 
next  week. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul's  Tavern,  Walworth, 
S.E.— Meeting  held  at  the  above  house,  Mr.  Allard  in  the 
chair,  with  good  muster  of  friends.  It  was  decided  that 
the  competition  for  Jan  18  be  postponed  till  next  monthly 
outing,  .and  then  there  will  be  six  prizes  for  that  date ; 
weather  and  water  we  hope  in  better  condition.  On 
account  of  the  Wednesday  competitions,  as  there  were  no 
prizes  taken  last  week,  there  will  be  six  prizes  also  to  the 
next  Wednesday  competition  in  February.  On  Wednesday, 
Jan.  28,  we  propose  having  a  ballad  concert;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Crisp,  chairman  ;  Vivian  Blanchard,  pianist.  On  that  occa¬ 
sion  ladies  will  be  invited,  being  the  first  ladies’  concert 
that  we  have  had  for  some  years.— C.  Hirijle,  sec. 

Western  Pisoatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street.  Cavendish-square,  W.— At  our  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  14th  inst.,  the  balance  sheet  for  the  past 
quarter  was  produced  by  the  secretary,  duly  audited ; 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  important 
business  was  got  through.  A  smoking  concert  was  an¬ 
nounced  for  Feb.  14,  ana  any  of  our  musical  friends  who 
volunteer  for  this  occasion,  will  oblige  by  sending  their 
names  to  the  secretary  as  soon  as  possible.— D.  W.  Evans, 
sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our  members  and 
all  club  members  in  No.  1  Eastern  District  that  our  return 
visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  20,  at  8.30  p.m.,  hoping 
they  all  will  do  their  best  to  make  it  a  good  visit,  as  we 
will  do  all  we  can  to  make  them  all  welcome,  as  we  have 
plenty  of  room  for  all.— R.  Lowtii,  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  first 
smoking  concert  of  this  society  was  held  on  the  llth  inst. 
at  the  Earl  Derby,  King  Ed  ward-road,  and  proved  a  great 
success.  In  face  of  the  fact  that  good  talent  abounded,  it 
would  be  invidious  to  select  any  for  special  comment ;  as 
Dogberry  says,  “Comparisons  are  odorous,”  so  suffice 
it  to  say  that  all  did  their  utmost  to  ensure  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  evening.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
Mr.  Collin,  the  chairman.— Hy.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


Fishcrv  to  see  the  immense  quantity  of  fish  entombed  in  covering  this,  made  the  best  of  their  opportunity,  and 
the  ice— fish  of  afisizes?  mid  pike  estimated  at.  151b.  each  ;  |  eaugia  about  tavolve  stone  of  them.  Sucfi  a  catch,  under 
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t3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

'30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  1 75  „  „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add]  80  „  „  Twicken- 

-  smith.  I  ham. 

1.50  „  „  Barnes.  1.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hion  Water  at  London  Bridge, 


Saturday,  Jan.  17 . 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Sunday,  „  18 . 

. 7.47 . 

.  8.10 

Monday,  „  19 . . . . . 

. 8.48 . 

.  9.23 

Tuesday,  ,,  20 . 

Wednesday,,  21 . 

. .  9.59 . 

. 10.36 

. 11.13 . 

. 11.49 

Thursday,  ,,  22 . 

.  0.22 

Friday,  „  23 . 

.  0.50 . 

.  1.17 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.— The 
appearance  of  a  general  thaw  on  Monday  last  gave  general 
satisfaction,  and  there  is  now  every  prospect  of  a  renewal 
of  angling  operations.  I  am  told  by  those  who  have  seen 
the  place,  it  was  a  remarkable  sight  at  the  Welsh  Harp 


and  this  has  been  the  case  in  my  own  neighbourhood,  where 
large  carp  and  smaller  fish  are  seon  enveloped  in  the  ice. 
The  destruction  of  such  good  fish  is  much  to  be  deplored,  as 
thoy  would  have  been  much  bettor  in  the  hands  of  the 
angler,  when  they  could  have  fought  for  their  liberty,  and 
the  angler  could  have  rejoiced  in  his  victory.  The  reports 
that  have  come  in  with  one  exception,  which  I  shall  give 
below,  are  all  to  the  effect  the  ice  is  fast  disappearing,  and 
there  will  soon  be  some  good  angling.  The  splendid 
museum  of  fish  and  birds  belonging  to  the  late  Mr,  James 
Forbes  is  still  in  the  market,  as  the  tenders  that  were  sent 
in  some  time  since  failed  to  realize  the  price  that  was  ex¬ 
pected.  A  visit  to  Chertsey  in  days  gone  by  to  look  over 
this  magnificent  collection  of  fish  and  birds  was  always 
considered  a  very  great  treat,  and  the  privilege  and 
liberality  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes  in  giving  permission 
was  immensely  appreciated  and  enjoyed.  As  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  much  prospect  of  the  collection  being  sold 
in  its  entirety,  there  is  little  dofibt  they  will  soon  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  London  auction  in  separate  lots,  and  considering 
there  are  some  remarkably  fine  specimens  of  the  real 
Thames  trout,  including  the  one  of  141b.  9oz.,  the  bidders 
will  be  influential  and  numerous.  I  was  surprised  on 
Tuesday  to  see  the  river  so  well  cleared  of  the  floating 
masses  of  ice,  and  I  should  say  by  the  end  of  the  week  the 
anglers  will  find  the  water  in  a  satisfactory  condition.— B. 

Staines.— Mr.  Dyer,  of  Tottenham,  fishing  with  John 
Keene,  jun.,  in  one  day  succeeded  in  getting  twelve  chub. 

Upper  Thames. — Fishing  with  any  possible  chance  of 
success  in  the  Upper  Thames  is  quite  out  of  the  question 
just  now.  The  thaw  has  brought  down  tons  of  floating 
ice,  and  the  water  is  full  of  snow  water.  _  To-day  it  has 
again  been  freezing  hard,  and  as  I  write  it  is  snowing. 
Thames  anglers  may  give  up  all  and  any  idea  of  sport 
during  the  present  season,  and  look  forward  to  better 
things  in  the  future  of  1891,  when  matters  may  be  better 
and  angling  improved  by  the  present  enforced  rest. — 

Marlow  Buzz.  . , 

Thames  (Windsor). — Anglers  in  this  district  are  putting 
the  skates  away  and  looking  up  their  angling  parapher¬ 
nalia,  though  I  doubt  if  angling  will  be  verv  pleasant,  if 
possible,  for  some  time  to  come.  A  free  smoking  concert 
to  be  held  on  the  21st  inst.  at  the  Royal  Adelaide  Hotel, 
Windsor,  has  been  arranged  by  members  of  the  Royal 
Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society.  From  a  rough 
glance  at  the  programme  a  very  pleasant  evening  should 
be  spent.  A  noticeable  feature  of  the  room,  which  comfort¬ 
ably  seats  over  one  hundred,  will  be  a  handsome  collection 
of  specimen  river  fish,  comprising  abouttwenty  cases  in  all, 
by  that  prince  of  taxidermists,  Cooper,  of  London,  inter¬ 
spersed  with  which  will  be  a  number  of  other  piscatorial 
trophies.  The  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Society,  a 
distinct  association  from  the  above,  have  placed  an  order 
for  1,000  yearling  Loch  Leven  trout,  the  distribution  of 
which  in  these  waters  will  be  announced  in  a  few  weeks. 

I  have  heard  of  no  one  attempting  angling,  the  impractic¬ 
ability  of  which  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  skating 
down  the  centre  of  the  river  between  the  ictoria  and 
Albert  Bridges  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Datchet  was  in 
dulged  in  for  three  days.  In  skating  down  the  Datchet 
reach  on  the  13th,  I  came  across  Lumsden,  who  seemed  as 
keen  on  skates  as  on  angling,  though  he  admitted  ho  pre¬ 
ferred  something  more  profitable,  but  could  not  stay 
indoors. — B.  R.  Bambridge.  ... 

Ancholme  District.— Angling  is  still  well  nigh  impos¬ 
sible  owing  to  continuance  of  sharp  frost,  which  as  yet 
shows  little  signs  of  abating.  The  only  way  in  which  fish 
are  now  to  be  caught  is  by  breaking  a  hole  in  the  ice,  and 
taking  them  when  they  come  up  for  air.  Several  have 
been  very  successful  this  way  ;  in  one  case  no  less  than  six¬ 
teen  staves  of  eels  were  taken  from  a  local  water,  but  this 
can  hardly  be  called  sport.* 

[  *  It  can  be  called  rank  poaching  and  properly.— Ed.] 
Chichester.— Again  the  hopes  of  anglers  have  been 
raised  by  a  rapid  thaw,  only  to  be  dispelled  by  the  frost 
which  has  set  in  with  all  its  old  rigour.  Surely  when  the 
frost  is  played  out.  fish  will  have  somewhat  lost  their 
wonted  shyness.  What  with  the  ring  of  skates  and  quad¬ 
rille  parties  on  our  best  swims,  they  are  by  this  time  used 
to  the  sound  of  the  madding  crowd.  Skaters  are  rejoicing, 
as  the  thaw  has  levelled  the  inequalities,  and  the  ice  is  now 
in  better  trim  than  ever.  At  Chichester  Canal  an  accident 
occurred  to  Mr.  Dunn  last  week, '-who  broke  the  small  bone 
of  his  ankle  while  passing  under  one  of  the  bridges ;  bu  t  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  veteran  sportsman  is  progressing 
satisfactorily.  Frozen  in  eels  from  Chichester  harbour  are 
giving  employment  to  the  frozen  out  boatmen;  and  the 
quantities  of  wildfowl  killed  by  the  puntsmen  and  flight 
shooters  are  glutting  the  local  market.  A  fine  bittern  was 
shot  recently  at  Birdham,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  taxider¬ 
mist.  Wild  swans  have  been  plentiful ;  seventeen  were 
seen  in  a  batch  on  the  mud  a  few  days  since.  One  bird  shot 
at  Selsea  measured  close  upon  8ft.  from  tips  of  wings.  On 
Thursday  evening  there  was  every  indication  of  coming 
snow,  and  with  a  downfall  we  should  doubtless  get  a 
change  in  the  weather. — George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— The  weather  still  continues 
all  that  can  be  desired.  No  better  season  has  been  known 
for  years,  and  although  poaching  has  not  been  entirely 
suppressed,  still  the  angling  association  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  having  five  of  the  worst  locked  up,  besides  cap¬ 
turing  a  small  museum  of  their  infernal  apparatus.  Sea 
fishing,  both  professional  and  amateur,  is  at  its  best ;  both 
cod  and  whiting  are  not  only  in  shoals,  but  they  take  well, 
and  are  in  the  best  of  condition.  Unfortunately  for  many 
an  English  friend,  it  is  but  a  poor  compliment  to  send  him 
a  fish  or  two,  as  the  carriage  will  probably  cost  him  what 
the  fish  is  worth;  and  owing  to  the  friction  between  the 
Steam  Packet  Company  and  the  railways  we  cannot  prepay 
further  than  Liverpool.  This  is  hard,  as  independent  of 
what  I  catch,  I  can  buy  a  good  201b.  cod  for  one  shilling  and 
sixpence,  the  carriage  of  which  to  London  would  be  about 
three  shillings  and  sixpence.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  early  days  of 
the  present  week  once  more  presented  the  aspect  of  a  thaw. 
Ice  melted  fast  on  the  ground  in  some  places,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  snow  disappeared,  the  skating  tracks  became 
covered  with  melted  ice  water,  and  the  ice  on  the  water 
started  to  rot  and  become  unsafe.  By  Tuesday  it  was  hoped 
that  at  last  the  long  frost  was  coming  to  an  end.  But  alas, 
the  wind  veered  round  into  the  north  again,  and  once  more 
the  hopes  of  anglers  were  dashed  by  a  return  of  the  frost. 
Up  to  the  time  of  writing  it  had  not  resumed  its  former 
severity,  and  there  are  some  reasons  to  think  the  prospects 
are  brightening.  In  some  places  it  is  thought  the  fish  are 
beginning  to  suffer  for  want  of  air,  owing  to  the  drains 
being  frozen  so  long,  and  this  is  to  some  extent  borne  out 
by  an  incident  reported  from  Sutterton.  A  hole  in  the  ice 
was  made  for  some  purpose,  and  then  it  was  discovered 
that  eels  were  coming  freely  for  air.  Some  fishermen  dis- 


such  circumstances,  is  stated  to  be  quite  extraordinary. 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Only  slightly  better  prospects  are 
as  yet  reported  from  the  Idle  valley,  but  the  thaw  which 
was  felt  superficially  early  in  the  week  made  prospects 
more  promising.  A  renewal  of  frost  came  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  but  this  (Thursday)  evening  there  is  a 
ebango  in  the  wind,  and  after  a  threat  of  snow  the  air  has 
turned  milder  again.  It  looks  rather  as  if.  the  frost  were 
coming  to  an  end  at  last.  A  good  deal  of  the  ice  was  reported 
breaking  up  on  Tuesday,  and  on  the  Trent  at  the  outfall 
of  the  river,  another  Hatfield  drainage  system,  the  frozen 
state  of  the  river  was  being  modified  by  the  higher  tides. 
At  the  end  of  last  week,  skating  was  obtainable  from 
below  Gainsboro’  to  near  Newark,  or  nearly  up  to  Averham 
Weir,  but  now  angling  might  be  possible  in  many  places 
along  the  river  banks.  The  same  is  the  case  with  some  of 
the  Tower  Idle.  In  the  upper  district  things  are  much 
better,  and  it  is  often  their  own  fault  if  anglers  do  not  find 
water  available.  Last  week  several  sea  gulls  were  ob¬ 
served  about  the  district. — L. 

Lea.— The  very  welcome  change  in  the  weather  which 
set  in  on  Monday  has  considerably  raised  the  hopes  of 
anglers,  and  although  we  have  had  some  slight  frosts  and 
a  sprinkling  of  snow,  the  oiltlodk  tnay  be  said  to  be 
decidedly  better.  Most  of  the  snow  has  melted,  and  been 
absorbed  into  the  flat  meadows  and  marsh  land  ;  of  course 
there  is  still  plenty  of  ice  on  most  parts  of  the  river,  but 
a  fow  more  days  such  as  we  have  had,  with  a  westerly 
wind  and  some  sunshine,  will  soon  clear  away  a  great  deal 
of  it  and  leave  plenty  of  open  spots,  when  there  is  no 
doubt  many  hungry  jack  and  perch  will  be  found  eager 
enough  to  go  for  anything  in  the  way  of  live  bait.  Many 
good  fishermen  consider  January  and  February  the  best 
months  for  Lea  fishing  ;  in  fact  1  know  some  of  them  that 
seldom  or  ever  in  any  season  try  their  luck  before  ;  and  I 
think  that  the  present  will  yet  prove  productive  of  sport. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  note  the  condition  of  fish— espe¬ 
cially  jack — when  the  angler  can  again  get  amongst  them. 
It  is  well  known  that  they  are  generally  in  first-rate  con¬ 
dition  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  it  seems  only  reason¬ 
able  to  suppose  that  they  will  not— during  the  late  severe 
weather— have  been  able  to  get  anything  like  the  feed  that 
they  require,  and  some  little  time  will  elapse  before  they 
get  into  really  good  order.  I  hear  of  some  tackle  makers 
having  suffered  severe  loss  lately  by  the  intense  cold  killing 
almost  all  their  stock  of  live  baits.  It  is  a  great  pity,  as 
no  doubt  they  will  shortly  be  in  great  demand,  and  they 
are  not  always  obtainable  at  a  short  notice.  Thursday 
evening— The  weather,  although  cold,  is  fairly  favourable; 
and  prospects  look  somewhat  Brighter.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— The  hopes  of  sport  which  were  raised  at  the 
latter  end  of  last  week  proved  delusive,  as  after  a  couple 
of  days  slow  thaw  the  frost  set  in  again  with  its  usual 
determination,  and  by  Monday  skaters  were  as  lively  as 
ever.  A  few  anglers  have  been  endeavouring  to  do  some 
fishing  under  the  bridges  in  places  where  the  waters  were 
not  frozen  over,  but  their  attempts  have  proved  most 
miserable  failures,  as  the  frost  interfered  with  the  free  use 
of  the  line,  freezing  it  to  the  rings.  Up  to  Thursday  the 
usual  severity  in  the  weather  was  maintained,  but  late  on 
that  day  hopeful  signs  of  the  frost  departing  were  manifest. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
as  low  as  at  midsummer.  Although  there  must  be  some 
snow  in  them  it  does  not  show.  Thaw  set  in  on  Monday 
and  has  continued  daily  since,  with  frosty  nights.  The 
ground  is  beginning  to  show  again,  after  being  covered 
with  snow  just  four  weeks.  Wind  west.  Rain  threatens. 
There  will  be  no  fishing  for  at  least  a  week.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
were  running  clear  and  fine  up  to  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
in  order  for  angling,  but  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  a 
thaw  set  in,  and  they  have  both  risen  and  are  full  of  snow- 
broth,  which  has  quite  settled  fishing  for  some  time  until 
the  snow-broth  runs  out  of  them.  Angling  has  been  dull 
of  late.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured.  No  fishing  anywhere  at 
present. — Gwynne. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— After  some  weeks  of  hard  frost, 
with  occasional  changes  and  brief  thaws,  the  weather 
seems  to  have  regained  its  normal  condition,  and  has  be¬ 
come  more  characteristic  of  the  English  climate  as  it  is 
accustomed  to  be  seen  in  winter— a  cloudy  sky,  a  damp  un¬ 
healthy  atmosphere,  and  very  dirty  and  muddy  under  foot. 
Little  or  no  fishing  has  been  done,  for  the  pools  are  covered 
with  three  inches  of  ice,  and  the  river  is  also  full  of  float¬ 
ing  particles,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  snow  water.— Pis- 
CATOR. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  water  in  this  district  is  now 
running  coloured  and  has  risen.  Up  to  Monday  the  water 
was  good  for  angling,  but  a  thaw  set  in  and  the  snow  soon 
disappeared.  The  rivers  rose  quickly,  and  are  full  of  snow- 
broth.  Fishing  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  no  sport 
will  be  had  until  the  snow  goes  out  of  the  water.  On  Satur¬ 
day  two  anglers  ventured  out  with  the  maggot  and  took 
a  few  grayling.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  running  coloured  and  full  of  snow-water.  No  fishing  in 
them.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  long  spell  of  severe  weather  has 
broken  at  last,  and  the  snow  has  gone  quickly,  though 
some  is  left  in  places.  With  the  thaw  the  river  soon  began 
to  rise  and  change  colour,  and  it  is  now  running  quite  out 
of  order  for  angling,  and  will  be  until  the  water  clears 
again.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured.— 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— There  are,  at  length,  strong 
indications  of  the  first  breaking  up,  and  right  glad  will 
anglers  be  with  a  change.  Their  sport  has  now  dragged 
drearily  along  for  above  a  month.  On  Tuesday  night  a 
rapid  thaw  set  in,  and  on  Wednesday  the  river  rose  a  few 
inches,  the  rise  breaking  up  the  ice  at  the  sides.  At  the 
latter  end  of  last  week  a  few  pike  and  chub  fishermen 
were  out,  and  at  Fiskerton  some  very  fine  chub  were 
caught  with  bullock’s  pith  and  brains.  Nine  were  also 
killed  by  the  same  class  of  bait  at  Skelford,  and  five  were 
forthcoming  from  Radcliffe,  the  best  fish  weighing  341b.  At 
Clifton  one  of  the  subscribers,  whilst  using  a  live  gudgeon 
for  pike,  surprised  himself  and  a  friend,  who  was  present,  by 
hooking  and  landing  a  magnificent  chub  of  51b.  2oz.  The 
fish,  which  was  in  grand  condition,  is  believed  to  havo 
come  twice  at  the  same  bait.  It  makes  the  second  killed 
during  the  frost  with  a  pike  bait.  Nothing  has  been  dono 
amongst  perch,  roach,  daco,  or  bream,  but  it  is  hoped  the 
change  will  bring  them  on  the  feed.— The  Man-at-the- 
Clubs. 

Trent  (Newark).— Chops  and  changes  in  the  wind  and 
weather  still  leave  the  old  Ice  King  in  possession  of  the 
Trent,  and  a  five  mile  run  for  skaters  from  Newark 
upwards  renders  angling  in  that  direction  out  of  all 
question ;  only  in  the  lower  waters  has  an  occasional 
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angler  braved  the  bitter  north-casters  the  last  few 
days.  Roach  fishing  with  paste  in  the  Muskhara  water, 

Mr:  Baguley  secured  a  splended  hL  weather  I 

chub  are  in  splendid  condition,  and  but  for  the  v  eather,  | 
should  no  doubt  be  chronicling  some  good  takes.  To-mg 
(Thursday)  there  are  indications  of  a  change,  ^ v^rnUder 
having  returned  to  the  south-west,  andiimuoh milder 
state  of  the  atmosphere  is  registered.— Trentside  . 


Scotoh  Reports. 


nee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  first  freshet  of  the  year  set 
in  on  Sundav  morning  with  a  set  fresh,  which  lias  con- 
Rnued  more  orTess  du?ing  the  week.  The  frost  was  most 
intense  previous  to  that,  and  for  several  days  in  succession 
the  thermometer  registered  27  deg.  of  frost,  while  the  burns 
were  frozen  over  and  the  rivers  fast  closing  up.  a  few 
hours  the  whole  scene  was  changed  and  the  ice-bound 
banks  were  swept  clean  of  their  glacial  element  T  ho  river 
rose  to  a  great  .height,  and  has  continued  in  fine  draw  ing 
flood  since.  Several  fresh  fish  were  noted  last  week  in  t  e 
middle  pools,  but  nothing  has  been  so  auspicious  as  t_  : 
nresent  flood,  which  makes  an  early  run  of  fish  a  dead 
certainty  and  gives  a  new  impetus  to  anglers  on  the  uppei 
and  nfiddlc  reaches.  Several  waters  have  been  recently 
let,  and  others  in  the  market  are  being  eagerly  sought 

a  Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— As  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 

weather,  Saturday  was  a  day  of  int““  fi?|^nr^he 
dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  the  unwary  pedestrian,  tne 
river  ice-bound  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  and  so  fir  as 
angling  prospects  were  concerned,  there  seemed  veritably 
not  even  the  chance  of  casting  a  line  ;  but  surely,  if  sud¬ 
denly,  the  change  came.  Late  during  the  Saturday  night 


thuiSerf  and.V'when  ddybght  broke^the  ^sea^ b^(fil  ^was^f o^ 

hundreds  of  yards ;  P^  gh  wit  s’aimon  kelt,  stuck 
could  be  feen  he  e  and  {heroado^  ^  ^  the 

down  by  the  ciu  Monday  morning,  which  broke 

river  was  clear,  and  oa  the .Monday  0nly  t 

out  cleai  ana.  muu.,  ^  'Rnoklov  Inverness,  and 

anglers  put  in  an  Wara$f- £iday,  thJ’l2th  inst.,  Col. 

i:£,;;r'?Sh.:dNo. 

Weather  still  open.  S.  a  the  Tay  and  tribu- 

taSw^hfh^tion  of  the  Sam)  opened  to-day  under 
favourable  cJrhc^™f^C0ep84ned  for  salmon  angling  to-day 
(PRhhfst  )'  but  the  new  lessees  have  decided  not  to  begin 
flsliiug  till  .^c  1st. February ^.,  ^df “[though®1 they  caught  a, 

the fi^will  be 
arrive?  when  the 


these  give  excellent  sport  in  February  and  March.  A  good 
many  fish  are  seen  daily  at  the  river  mouth  for  the  past  fort¬ 
night  •  they  can  get  up  the  river  now  as  we  have  a  thaw, 
and  the  river  is  at  present  quite  clear  of  ice ;  and  in  fair 
height ;  a  good  run  of  early  fish  is  expected  with  this  good 
spate  Fewer  dead  kelts  are  seen  this  year  than  usual.  T  he 
lessees  have  decided  to  keep  the  nets  off  the  river  mouth 
this  year  also,  and  until  the  river  retrieves  its  former  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  angling  and  early  river  and  only  six  rods  to  be 
allowed  in  future  instead  of  eight,  as  of  old.  Artificial 
lire  ‘din^  of  salmon  is  to  be  carried  on  on  a  pretty  largo 
scale  and  the  fry  to  be  fed  and  protected  till  they  are  ready 
for  the  sea.  These  are  steps  all  in  the  right  direction,  and 
it  would  be  well  if  others  would  do  likewise.— A.  H. 


Irish.  Reports. 


Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).-Although  the  pre-' 

sent  is  one,  if  not  the  severest,  of  many  winters  in  the 
Westmeath  county  for  many  years  past,  yet  it  has  been 
for  so  far  a  most  successful  spawning  season  for  both 
salmon  and  trout.  The  tributaries  of  the  lakes  and  larger 
rivers  have  been  literally  swarming  with  fish,  many  of  the 
trout  being  of  immense  size.  A  good  fishing  season  invari¬ 
ably  follows  a  hard  winter,  audit  is  confidently  antici-, 
..niorl  (bit  the  ensuing  angling  time  will  prove  the  sound- 
esfof  the  theory.  There  is  not  much  poaching  carried 
on  and  only  one  case  has  come  before  the  magistrates  up 
’the  present,  A  man  named  John  Daly  was  charged 
before  the  Castlepollard  bench  with  attempting  to  spear 
salmon  or  trout  in  the  river  Glore,  a  tributary  of  the  lnny 
and  beinl  convicted,  was  fined  in  the  minimum  penalty  of 
£1. — T.  J.  W. 


FREE  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING 

Commencing  January  15. 

Salmon  Fishers  should  make  a  noterf^aHeration .of  the >  °P®^ 
season  on  Tay,  as  it  is  expected  to  benefit  that  fine  stretch  of  about 

free  fishing  attached  to  TW  -vr  t> 

BREAD  ALB  ANE  ARMS  HOTEL,  Lessee. 

"WIJVEIBIjEIIDOIT  lake 

(Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station,  District  or  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Tickets  2s.  per  Day.  Evening  Tickets,  available  after  4  o’clock  p.m.,  Is. 

THE  PIKE  FISHIN  Gr  SEASON 

Opened  on  August  14th.  Tickets  2/6  per  Day.  No  Gorge  Fishing  allowed. 
Boats  on  hire.  Dinners  and  Teas  at  the  Cottage  on  the  Banks. 

Proprietor :  JOHN  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 
BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  R°LS 

Fi'gJ. 


the  ....  «d  b.  ; 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL., 

CLOSE  TO  TUB  THOU  ««»■  ««  ^  ^  “ 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT  STRAND.  LONDON, 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST ,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  6r. 


PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 

^g£S*S  ‘22&ifi!SZ'SS£ 

,ree.  Annual *£££  T  TlIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND. 

JOS,  BBADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Plao9,  BELFAST. 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER— SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  WireOentre  Casting 

-  Lines:  Special  Landing  Nets  that  cannot 

catch  the  Hook  ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding ; 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass. 
As  used  and  recommended  by  Mb.  Francis 
Francis,  Mr.  Senior,  of  “The  Field,’’  Authors 
of  “Rod  in  India,”  and  “The  Sea  Fisherman, 
Mr.  Marston,  Mb.  Pennell,  Mb.  Frank 
Buckland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and 
Indian  armies,  and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

6  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice.  # 

Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 


HEW  BATH  and  ROYAL  HOTELS, 

MATLOCK  BATH ,  DERBYSHIRE. 

Under  the  same  Management. 

Situation.  Terms  10/6  to  12/6  per  day  inclusive. 


Bus  meets  each  train. 


Good  Stabling.  Posting. 

T.  TYACK,  Proprietor. 


Est,  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878.  . 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

tmtnts  to  the  EoyalD^iUh^antf Imperial  Russian  Court*  and  H.R.H.  the  Prinoe  ot  IV ales 
Sold  by  all  respectable  ine  Merchants! 


POST  AND  TELEGRAMS. 

LAKE  YYRNWY, 

NORTH  WALES,  VIA  OSWESTRY. 

OPEN  26th  MARCH,  1891  (FLY-FISHING  ONLY). 

Result  of  Trial  Fishing ,  374  Trout.  Weight ,  378*  lbs. 

“BEST  FISHING  IN  THE  THREE  KINGDOMS” 

7  7  xTaNFYLLIN  12  Miles  (Cambrian). 
Nearest  and  best  approach  j  BALA  15  »•  (G  W.*.). 

TRAINS  MET  BY  APPOINTMENT. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  replete  with  every  comfort  and  perfect  accommodation.  _ 

QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  ROAD,  BATTERSEA. 

A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
(Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

For  Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  be  had  Free. 

G.  EDWARDS, . Proprietor, 
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AN  ANGLING  TOUR 
IN  THE  NORTHERN  HIGHLANDS 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Late  to  bed  and  early  up  gave  me  bat  a  short 
night.  By  six  o’clock  I  had  breakfast,  and  before 
the  half  hour  I  was  getting  along  the  Kinloch- 
bervie  road  behind  Mr.  Wallace’s  siccar-footed 
garrou,  mine  host  himself  holding  the  ribbons. 
The  morning  was  grey  and  cold,  and  although 
once  or  twice  the  kindly  sun  made  au  attempt  to 
smile  upon  us,  it  was  not  till  our  nine  and  a-half 
miles  drive  was  long  past — indeed,  until  the  even¬ 
ing— that  his  gladsome  beams,  tipping  with  gold 
the  western  main,  fell  full  upon  us  at  “  the  parting 
hour.”  This  day  we  were  to  fish  Loch  Sand- 
wood,  so  justly  celebrated  for  its  large  sea 
trout,  the  capture  of  which  is  very  uncertain, 
being  so  to  speak  a  feast  or  a  famine — one  day  a 
marvellous  take,  the  next  day  next  to  nothing. 
Our  route  lay  along  Loch  Inchard,  and  then  in 
the  same  direction  some  miles  further  to  Callum’s 
sheep  farm,  of  Sheigra,  which  is  within  a  mile  of 
the  most  westerly  point  of  the  north-west  main¬ 
land  of  the  county  of  Sutherland. 

At  the  township  of  Acliriesgill,  a  little  distance 
on  our  way,  we  picked  up  Tom  Munro,  our  gillie 
for  the  day,  who  was  sitting  on  the  dyke  by  the 
road-side,  waiting  our  arrival.  Tom  is  a  fine, 
clean-made,  straight,  active,  bright-looking  young 
fellow,  with  all  the  fiery  and  daring  Highlander’s 
instinct  for  sport,  which  is  seen  in  his  anxiety  to 
secure  results,  and  not  to  rest  content  unless  his 


patrons  inform  him  of  their  complete  satisfaction 
with  them.  To  me  he  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wallace  as  being,  like  Hugh  the  Red,  one  of  the 
Clan  Munro,  aud  a  “good  man  too.”  Further, 
Mr.  Wallace  said  he  is  not  exactly  a  teetotaler, 
which  I  understood  to  be  a  polite  hint  to  offer  him 
his  morning.  It  took  us  about  two  hours  and 
a  half  to  get  to  Sheigra,  not  on  accouut  of  tho 
distance,  but  because  of  the  very  up  aud  down 
hill  nature  of  the  road,  nearly  half  of  which  is 
long  steep  braes,  both  in  ascendiug  and  descend¬ 
ing  which  we  had  to  get  out  and  walk,  keeping 
a  hold  of  the  horse’s  head  when  going  down,  and 
frequently  giving  him  a  tickle  with  the  whip  when 
going  up.  On  the  way  we  crossed  six  streams, 
passed  or  were  within  sight  of  the  same  number 
of  trouting  lochs,  left  behiud  us  five  or  six  town¬ 
ships,  got  a  glimpse  of  Ivinlochbervie  Harbour, 
with  the  masts  of  a  sunk  vessel  standing  out  of 
the  water,  and  also  saw  two  churches  and  three 
schools,  which  gave  ocular  demonstration  that 
the  district  is  by  no  means  benighted.  Finally, 
after  fording  a  stream  and  scrambling  up  a  rough 
road,  we  arrived  at  Sheigra,  where  we  found  on 
the  “  loan  ”  in  front  of  the  house  Callum  in  his 
jerkin,  standing  gazing  intently  at  the  clouds. 

When  we  got  the  horse  and  trap  lugged  up,  Mr. 
Wallace  advanced,  shook  hands  with  Callum,  and 
asked  him  how  he  was  always  keeping.  “  Iudeed 
I  have  been  ferry  well,  Maister  Wallace,”  he  re¬ 
plied  ;  “  and  I  hope  I  see  Maister  Wallace  ferry  well 
too  ;  and  Maister  Wallace,  hoo  is  your  good  lady  ? 
My  auld  woman  and  mysel’  have  been  expecting 
to  see  ye  both  at  Sheigra  this  long  time  since  to 
pay  us  a  visit.  But  this  will  be  yer  busy  season, 
and  it  maun  wear  by  I  expect  before  we  can  hope 
to  see  you  both.  However,  ye  maun  tell  Mrs 
Wallace  that  she  maun  come,  and  its  ferry  wel¬ 
come  ye  will  both  be  whateffer.  And  this  is 
a  gentleman  with  ye  that  I’m  thinking  I’m  no 
acquainted  with,  and  as  I  see  ye  have  fishiug  rods 
with  ye.  I’ll  be  right  in  thinking  that  ye’ll  be 
gaun  to  try  the  fishing  ;  and  it’s  maybe  Loch 
Sandwood  that  ye’ll  be  gaun  to.”  “  This  gentle¬ 
man,”  said  Mr.  Wallace,  “  is  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Mclver’s,  the  factor  at  Scourie.”  “  And  it  is  right 
glad  I  am  to  see  the  gentleman,”  said  Callum. 
“  Hoos  a’  wi  ye,  sir  ?  See,  laddie,  here,”  he  called 
out  to  a  young  man  standing  some  distance  apart ; 
“  get  the  horse  unyoked  and  taken  into  the  stable, 
and  gae  him  some  drink  and  plenty  o’  corn,  and 
come  awa  both  o’  ye  (to  Mr.  Wallace  and  me)  into 
the  house  and  see  my  auld  wife,  and  she’ll  gae  ye 
a  droppie  of  something  to  warm  ye,  for  ye  maun 
be  could  after  yer  long  drive  this  grey  morning.” 
“  Thank  you,  Callum,”  we  both  replied,  “  but  our 
wish  is  to  get  away  to  the  loch  at  once.  However, 
we  promise  you  that  in  the  evening  we  will  look  in 
and  partake  of  your  hospitality.”  Having  satis¬ 
fied  Callum  with  this  assurance,  we  forthwith 
proceeded  on  our  way  to  the  loch.  Mr.  Wallace 
and  Tom  went  off  a-head,  and  I  along  with  Callum 
followed  up.  About  twenty  yards  from  the  end  of 
the  byre,  as  we  struck  the  rough  cart  track  to  the 
peat  moss  far  up  the  hill,  a  large  monkey,  to  my 
surprise,  came  out  of  a  wooden  box,  and  capered 
about  and  grinned  at  us.  “  How  did  you  come 
by  that  rascal,  Callum  ?  ”  I  asked.  “  Och,  sir, 
said  he,  “  he  maun  have  come  off  a  vessel,  or 
got  off  a  vessel  that  went  down,  for.  one  day 
a  good  many  years  gone  we  found  him  jump¬ 
ing  and  chattering  about  amongst  the  rocks, 
and  it  was  a  fine  job,  I  can  tell  ye,  sir,  that  we  had 
to  get  him  catched.  He  has  not  a  ferry  good 
temper,  and  he  is  awfu’  spiteful.  He  has  wit  too, 
aud  a  great  memory  too.  Should  anyone  tempt 
him  or  annoy  him,  lie  has  memory  to  keep  up  the 
spite  for  years,  and  he’ll  select,  though  it  were 
years  afterwards,  that  person  from  amongst  a 
dozen,  and  if  we  let  him  loose  he’ll  chase  him  like 
fury  till  he  gets  out  of  sight  or  into  a  house.”  This 
much  for  Callum’s  wonderful  castaway  monkey. 

Callum,  good  fellow,  very  kindly  came  to  the 
top  of  the  hill  with  me  to  put  me  on  the  shortest 
way  to  the  loch.  After  we  left  the  peat  moss 
cart  track,  ground  a  little  steeper  was  encountered, 
and  now  deflocting  a  littl©  to  the  left  we  held 
straight  for  the  hollow  between  the  two  highest 
points  of  the  hill  in  front  of  us.  Going  along 
Callum  pointed  out  to  me  the  boundaries  of  the 
land  which  the  Commissioners  had  taken  away 
from  him  to  give  to  the  crofters.  On  this  subject  he 
was  discoursing  when  noticing  that  Mr.  M  allace 
and  Tom,  who  were  pitching  in  hard,  had  got  some, 
what  out  of  line,  going  too  far  east,  he  shouted  out 


with  a  voice  accustomed  to  call  to  hill  sheep, 

“  Haud  that  way — further  west,”  and  pointing 
with  his  outstretched  arm,  added,  “  Straight  to 
the  hollow  yonder.”  Having  got  to  tho  top  of 
the  hill  whence  we  could  see  the  Cape  and  all  tho 
heights  and  hollows  “  between  that  lie,”  I  thanked 
Callum  for  his  kindness  in  coming  so  far  with  me. 
“I  suppose  now  you  can  tell  me  where  the  loch 
lies,”  I  said;  aud,  “Indeed,  sir,  I  might  know 
ferry  well  whero  it  is,”  ho  replied.  “  It  is  just 
there  over  that  first  rise  of  ground.  Ye  seo  the 
ground  falls  beyond  that  in  a  long  line  running 
east,  aud  just  there,  though  we  cannot  seo  it,  is 
Loch  Sandwood  low  down.  Every  bit  of  these 
wilds  is  as  familiar  to  me  as  my  ain  door  stane, 
for  I  was  thirty  years  shepherd  at  the  Cap?,  aud 
all  around  where  I  and  my  sheep  wandered  it  was 
a  bare  wild  country,  terrible  in  winter,  and  few 
folks  even  in  summer  did  I  ever  see.  I  had  fair 
wages,  and  as  I  had  few  temptations  to  spend,  I 
kept  the  maist  o’  what  I  gaithered  aud  say  aye  put¬ 
ting  it  past  it  growed.  It  growed,  sir,  and  sae 
when  the  sheep  farm  of  Sheigra  became  vacant, 
who  but  mysel’  should  teuk  it  from  the  duke 
through  my  kind  freen  Mr.  Mclver,  the  factor, 
who  put  in  a  good  word  for  me.  But  I’m  detain¬ 
ing  ye,  sir,”  said  he,  at  length,  “  so  just  go  down 
the  hill,  keeping  straight  forward  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  yards  to  the  east  o’  that  little  lochie,  and  in 
twenty  minutes  ye’ll  get  to  Loch  Sand  wood.  I 
wish  ye  good  sport,  sir,  but  the  clouds  are  keeping 
ower  low,  and  indeed  as  I  was  studying  them  in 
the  morning  I  would  be  thinking  we  are  to  have 
cold  showers  before  the  day  is  far  gane.” 

Loch  Sandwood  is  a  spacious  loch,  whose  moun¬ 
tain  environments  when  the  sun  shines  forth  in 
splendour  set  off  its  attractions.  But  seen  as  I 
first  saw  it  it  looks  grim,  wild,  desolate,  drear. 
I  came  in  full  sight  of  it  all  at  once,  aud  from  a 
bold  promontory  of  rock  my  eyes  swept  its  waters 
“  and  far  to  sea  aud  far  to  land.”  By  this  time 
Mr.  Wallace  and  Tom  had  got  well  down  the  steep 
mountain  face — I  should  say  about  half  way  to 
the  loch,  distant  nearly  half  a  mile — and  as  I  stood 
gazing  after  them  as  they  threaded  their  zig-zag 
way  to  avoid  the  rocks  their  dwarfed  appearance 
impressed  me  with  a  sense  of  the  vastness  of  the 
solitude. 

Callum’s  prediction  had  been  verified  soon 
enough  ;  it  now  rained  heavily,  and  there  was  an 
eerie  sough  among  the  rocks  as  they  listened  “to 
their  own  wild  wind.”  Far  down  below,  a  ragged 
squall,  dense  where  it  seemed  to  touch  the  water, 
was  sweeping  along  the  loch,  whose  surface 
here  and  there  was  dotted  with  white  crested 
waves.  Presently  both  tho  squall  and  the  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  waters  had  disappeared,  and  now- 
looking  across  the  loch,  the  whole  of  which  I  could 
see  distinctly,  I  observed  on  the  water,  close  to 
the  far  side,  a  dark  speck,  which  seemed  to  be 
slowly  moving  right  in  the  direction  iu  which  I 
stood.  Now  I  started  to  descend  to  the  loch, 
getting  in  the  first  place  over  a  crag,  which  I 
afterwards  saw  I  might  have  avoided.  Below 
this  crag  the  walking  was  not  the  least  diffi¬ 
cult,  although  of  a  character  which  but  for 
rocks  and  stones  in  the  way  might  aptly  be 
described  as  “  very  straight  down.”  When  I  got 
to  the  shore  of  the  loch  I  found  Mr.  Wallace  aud 
Tom  busy  rigging  up  the  rods  on  a  beautiful  green 
sward  then  sheltered  by  some  rocks  which  form 
the  side  of  a  little  inlet  or  bay,  with  a  fine  slnngly 
beach,  up  which  the  anglers’  boats  are  drawn  to 
be  secure  from  the  fury  of  the  waves,  when  gales 
and  high  tides  simultaneously  prevail.  In  a 
moment  afterwards  a  boat,  the  mere  speck  which 
I  had  beheld  from  the  cliffs,  shot  into  this  inlet 
and  up  the  beach  in  obedience  to  the  impulse 
received  from  the  strokes  of  the  rower,  who,  ship¬ 
ping  the  oars  a  dozen  yards  from  the  shore,  anon 
sprang  lightly  to  land,  “all  with  a  long  beard  on 
to  him,”  and  wa3  hailed  by  us  as  King  of 
Sandwood.  {To  be  continued.) 


SOME  AUTUMN  DAYS  ON  THE 
SPEY. 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 

(Continued  from  page  26.) 

In  the  afternoon  my  friend  and  his  gillie  gavo 
me  some  lessons  in  the  Spey  cast. 

John  Colquhoun,  author  of  “  The  Moor  and  the 
Loch,”  &c.,  speaks  very  contemptuously  of  this 
Spey  cast,  a  thing  I  cannot  understand,  for 
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every  page  of  his  writings  proclaims  him  a  true 
sportsman,  as  well  as  most  observant  and  learned 
naturalist.  Perhaps  he  did  not  know  the  Spey 
cast  proper,  for  he  speaks  of  it  as  being  “  up¬ 
stream  ” ;  at  any  rate  it  is  clear  from  his 
description  that  there  is  a  difference.  He  says 
(p.  18  of  “  Salmon  Casts  and  Stray  Shots  ”)  :  — 

“  In  some  of  our  northern  rivers,  such  as  the 
Spey  and  the  Ness,  the  underhanded  up-stream 
throw  is  much  in  use.  I  have  mentioned  it  in  a 
former  work  (“Rocks  and  Rivers”).  But  the 
whole  style  of  fishing  is  so  ungainly  and  unsports¬ 
manlike  that  few  gentlemen  would  willingly  adopt 
it.  The  one  great  advantage  consists  in  being 
able  to  fish  water  thoroughly  hemmed  in  by  trees. 
A  very  strong  clumsy  rod  is  required  to  “pitch  ” 
— for  that  is  the  proper  term — the  line  up  the 
stream.  It  is  not  allowed  to  circle  behind  at  all, 
but  the  strong  rod  is  giving  the  underhand  forward 
motion  to  half  the  line  before  the  other  half  leaves 
the  water.” 

This  was  written  forty  years  ago,  and  is  certainly 
no  true  description  of  the  Spey  cast  now  known  by 
that  name.  I  wish  Colquhoun  could  have  seen 
this,  as  Mr.  Kelson  called  it  in  the  Gazette  some 
years  ago,  “  most  difficult  and  fascinating  cast,”  as 
made  by  my  friend  and  by  Geordie,  not  with  a 
specially  built  Spey  rod,  such  as  I  shall  next  week, 
thanks  to  the  kindness  of  my  friend  Mr.  David 
Wilson,  describe  and  illustrate,  but  with  an 
ordinary  general  salmon  rod,  which  they  both 
prefer  for  the  purpose.  My  friend  was  using 
his  “  Hardy  ”  split  cane,  and  Geordie  took  the 
“Blacklaws”  greenheart  in  hand.  Standing 
at  the  head  of  a  stream,  and  directing  the  fly 
across  and  down  stream,  my  friend  easily  covered 
nearly  forty  yards,  and  Geordie  did  quite.  It 
looks  so  easy,  and  doubtless  it  is  when  after  years 
of  practice  you  come  to  do  it  intuitively,  as  it  were ; 
but  I  must  strongly  agree  with  Mr.  Kelson,  not 
only  respecting  its  fascination,  but  also  its  diffi¬ 
culty  until  you  have  learnt  how  to  do  it.  You 
stand  facing  down  stream,  and  having  got  out 
twenty  yards  or  so  by  letting  out  line  after  short 
casts,  you  raise  your  rod  to  the  perpendicular 
quickly  ;  this  brings  the  line  and  fly  to  the  surface, 
then  with  a  backward  and  slightly  under  and 
sideways  action  you  bring  the  line  right  in  towards 
you  with  just  enough  force  to  cause  the  fly  to 
drop  in  the  water  at  your  feet,  almost,  but  a  little 
to  the  right  or  left  of  you ;  then  while  all  the 
line  between  the  fly  and  the  rod  point  is  still 
bellied  into  a  curve,  the  point  of  the  rod,  at  this 
instant  behind  you,  is  brought  forward  smartly, 
past  the  perpendicular  over  your  head,  and 
then  describes  a  quarter  circle  as  it  is  brought 
down  almost  to  the  water  with  the  point  in  the 
direction  of  the  spot  you  wish  the  fly  to  reach. 
One  of  the  difficulties  I  experienced  was  to  so 
time  the  forward  and  downward  motion  of  the 
rod,  as  to  avoid  giving  the  fly  when  it  reaches 
the  stationary  spot  at  your  feet  too  little  or  too 
much  time.  If  you  give  too  little  time— are  too 
quick,  in  fact — or  in  other  words  do  not  catch  the 
water  enough  with  the  line,  not  only  does  the  fly 
fail  to  go  out  properly,  but  it  gives  a  flick  out  be¬ 
hind  the  angler,  and  the  hook  catches,  or  is  broken 
on  a  stone.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  catch  the 
water  too  much  and  give  too  much  time  the  fly 
sinks,  and  you  can’t  get  it  out  at  all. 

In  the  ordinary  over-hand  cast  you  raise  the 
rod  to  free  the  inaiu  part  of  the  line  from  the 
water,  and  then  make  the  backward  and  forward 
cast  in  one  continuous  (or  almost  continuous) 
motion  ;  the  rod  point  describes  a  sort  of 
horse-shoe  curve;  it  is  true  it  must  hang  a  little 
at  the  middle  of  the  curve  while  the  line  extends 
in  the  air  behind,  but  this  “  wait  ”  is  not  so 
important  as  regards  its  duration  in  the  strong 
over-hand  cast  as  it  is  in  the  Spey  cast,  in  which 
the  backward  part  is  done  with  only  just 
sufficient  force  to  bring  the  fly  back  so  that  it  falls 
for  an  instant  or  two  almost  at  your  feet.  The 
secret  of  success  seems  to  me  to  lie  in  knowing 
how  much  force  to  use  in  bringing  the  fly  to  you, 
and  when  to  make  the  forward  and  downward 
movement  which  extends  the  line  forward  so  that 
it,  as  it  were,  picks  up  the  cast  and  fly  and  carries 
them  after  it  until  the  whole  line  is  rolled  out,  and 
then  the  fly,  checked  by  the  line  now  on  the 
water,  falls  at  the  full  extent  of  the  cast.  And 
this  1  ast  moment  when  the  fly  falls  is  an  interesting 
feature  in  the  Spey  cast.  The  check,  when  there  is 
only  a  yard  or  so  of  gut  and  the  fly  off  the  water, 
causes  the  fly  to  leap  gently  forward,  as  it  were,  to 


stretch  out  like  a  hand  suddenly  extended  to  catch 
something;  it  looks,  in  fact,  as  my  host  put  it,  as 
though  the  fly  were  trying  to  help  you  to  get 
every  inch  of  the  line  out.  In  fact,  at  the  finish 
of  a  well-made  Spey  cast,  you  distinctly  see  the 
fly  for  a  second  as  it  makes  this  final  stretch  for¬ 
ward,  not  unlike  the  rise  of  a  cricket  ball  which 
just  takes  the  bails  off. 

I  don’t  think  it  is  possible  to  illustrate  the  Spey 
cast  without  a  series  of  instantaneous  photographs 
such  as  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford  made  use  of  in 
his  admirable  treatise  on  Dry-fly  fishing ;  but 
some  of  Mr.  Kelson’s  illustrations,  which  I  pub¬ 
lished  several  years  ago,  will  certainly  be  helpful, 
and  I  propose  to  reproduce  them  next  week,  with 
some  quotations  from  his  descriptions  ;  also  to 
give  an  illustration  of  a  Spey  cock’s  hackle,  which 
plays  such  an  important  part  in  many  favourite 
Spey  flies. 

I  must  content  myself  this  week  with  giving 
illustrations  of  two  favourites,  the  Lady  Caroline 
and  the  Carron,  and  some  most  useful  remarks  on 
the  dressing  of  the  Spey  flies  generally,  kindly 
sent  me  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  George-street,  Aber¬ 
deen,  who  makes  these  and  all  other  standard 
salmon  flies  to  perfection. 


Lady  Caroline. 


Tail.— Red  feathers  from  golden  pheasant. 

Body. — Reddish  brown  wool— with  flat  silver  tinsel,  and 
two  threads  between,  one  gold  and  one  silver. 

Hackle.— Long  grey  heron,  wrapped  round  the  whole 
length  of  the  body. 

Shoulder. — Two  or  three  turns  of  the  red  hackle  of  the 
golden  pheasant. ' 

Wings.—  Mallard  ;  long  and  flat. 


Carron. 


Body.— Orange  wool ;  with  about  three  or  four  turns  of 
flat  silver  tinsel. 

Hackle.—  Black  heron,  wound  round  the  whole  length  of 
the  body. 

Wing.— Mallard  ;  long  and  flat. 

In  spring  and  autumn,  when  the  fly  is  used  of  larger 
size,  the  body- is  often  made  of  a  greenish  yellow  wool, 
instead  of  the  orange ;  and  two  or  three  turns  of  gallina 
hackle  are  added  at  the  shoulder. 

Mr.  Brown  says  : — 

“  To  describe  the  dressing  of  a  Spey  fly  gener¬ 
ally,  and  not  any  pattern  in  particular,  I  think 
the  clearest  plan  would  be  to  follow  the  tabulated 
form  used  in  the  Badminton  volume  on  “  Fishing,” 
when  describing  the  ordinary  standard  flies,  which 
would  show  where  these  peculiar  constructions 
differ  in  their  respective  parts  from  the  well 
known  standards.  Thus,  an  ordinary  fancy  fly, 
with  say  a  wool  or  fur  body,  would  have  all  the 
parts  which  are  indicated  in  italics ,  whereas  the 
Spey  fly  takes  only  those  that  are  described, 
viz.: — 

“  Tag. — None. 

“Tail. — None. 

“  Butt. — None. 

“Body. — Usually  consists  of  common  wool  mixed 
or  dyed  to  the  shade  of  colour  required,  and 
wrapped  round  the  hook  tightly.  There  is  no 
picking  out  or  “  furriness  ”  about  the  body  of  a 
Spey  fly ;  and  as  it  is  begun  on  the  shank  in  a  line 
with  the  point  of  the  hook,  it  has  a  dumpy  dispro¬ 
portionate  appearance. 


“  Ribbed. — There  are  invariably  three  tinsels 
down  the  body— a  flat,  and  two  threads ;  one  of  the 
threads  silver,  the  other  gold  (on  some  patterns 
these  are  replaced  by  coloured  silk  threads).  The 
flat  and  one  thread  is  wound  round  the  body  in 
three  turns,  room  being  left  for  the  second  thread, 
which  is  not  wound  until  after  the  hackle  is 
put  on. 

“  Hackle. — The  hackle  is  perhaps  the  most 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  Spey  fly,  and  the 
greatest  puzzle  both  to  amateur  and  professional 
fly-tiers.  It  is  not,  properly  speaking,  a  hackle, 
but  is  taken  off  that  part  of  the  cock  which  might 
be  called  the  ‘  saddle,’  or  near  the  tail.  The  best 
feathers  hang  with  a  graceful  curve  from  the 
root  of  the  tail  down  the  side  of  it,  and  when  the 
fibres  are  extended  to  right  angles  with  the  stem, 
they  will  be  found  to  be  of  equal  length  from  butt 
to  tip — not  tapering  as  in  a  hackle.  The  feather 
thus  described  is  also  very  soft  in  fibre,  and  when 
dressed  on  the  fly,  has  a  very  different  appearance 
to  the  ordinary  cock’s  hackle,  and  a  very  different 
effect  in  the  water.  Now  as  the  hackle  of  the 
Spey  fly  differs  from  ordinary  hackles,  so  does  the 
manner  of  putting  it  on.  The  ordinary  standard 
fly  has  the  hackle  tied  in,  or  begun,  at  the  small 
tip  or  point.  The  Spey  fly  has  it  tied  in,  or 
begun,  at  the  butt  or  thick  end  of  the  stem. 
Having  cleaned  off  the  downiest  part  of  the  fibre 
at  the  butt-end,  and  left  just  a  little  of  the  gray  (a 
sort  of  half  ‘  down,’  half  fibre),  and  having 
seen  that  the  fibre  is  long  enough  to  extend 
about  half-an-inch  beyond  the  bend  of  the  hook — 
the  stem  is  tied  in  at  the  very  commencement  of 
the  body,  along  with  the  tinsels.  When  the  two 
tinsels — a  flat  and  a  thread — have  been  wound  to 
the  right  hand,  the  hackle  is  taken  and  wound  to 
the  left  hand.  The  tinsel  is  then  wound  to  the 
right,  parallel  with  the  other  two,  and  across  the 
hackle  stem  at  every  turn.  When  fixed,  a  needle 
is  required  to  relieve  those  fibres  of  the  hackle 
which  may  have  been  tied  down  by  the  crossing 
tinsel.  The  fly  is  then  ready  for  the — 

“  Throat  Ilackle,  which  is  generally  teal,  wound 
in  the  ordinary  fashion. 

“  Wings  are  generally  two  double  strips  of  brown 
mallard,  not  extending  much  above  the  length  of 
the  body,  and  set  on  to  permit  of  the  natural  curve 
of  the  feather.  The  two  wings  sit  quite  apart,  and 
are  put  on  separately. 

“  Sides. — None. 

“  Horns. — None. 

“  Head. — Black  silk.” 

(To  be  continued. ) 


Already  our  reporters  chronicle  fine  salmon 
killed  by  rod  and  line  on  Loch  Tay  and  the  river 
Tay.  _ 


For  the  Bray  Reach  Defence  Fund  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  one  guinea,  being  a  second  donation  from 
the  Bostonian  Angling  Society,  per  the  treasurer, 
Mr.  J.  Jennings. 


Vacancies  for  rods  on  nearly  five  miles  of  the 
Upper  Itchen  are  advertised  in  our  columns  this 
week.  Those  wanting  particulars  should  address 
“Itchen,”  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London. 


We  see  from  our  club  reports  that  the  Eagle 
Society  held  a  “  supplementary  dinner  ”  tho  other 
day.  This  sounds  very  odd.  Doe3  it  mean  that 
they  did  not  get  enough  at  the  first  dinner,  or  that 
they  had  more  than  they  could  eat  at  one  time  ? 
Any  way,  let  us  hope  that,  like  our  F.  G.  Supple¬ 
ment,  no  extra  charge  was  made  for  it. 


Our  esteemed  Isle  of  Man  correspondent, 
“Stormy  Petrel,”  says  :  “  It  seems  hard  to  account 
for  the  charming  weather  we  have  enjoyed  here 

for  the  past  six  weeks  or  more . Only 

three  days  of  frost  and  two  of  slight  snow.  Sea 
fishing  is,  and  has  been,  very  pleasant  and  profit¬ 
able.” 


The  salmon  angling  on  Loch  Naver,  Sutherland, 
in  connection  with  Altnaharra  Hotel,  has  com- 
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menced  for  the  season.  The  catch  for  the  season 
was  sixty-six  fish.  In  the  Altnaharra  district  there 
are  eight  trouting  lochs  on  which  fishing  is  free  to 
hotel  guests.  Six  of  these,  with  the  average 
weight  of  the  trout  and  the  average  basket  for 
years  past  as  taken  from  the  Hotel  Fish  Book, 
are — Naver,  pb.,  7|lb. ;  Breacbuie,  £lb.,  8|lb.  ; 
Loyal,  pb.,  101b.;  Tarvie,  lib.,  121b.;  Meaddie,  41b., 
lfi/lb.;  Hallam,  41b.,  171b.' 


There  are  good  fish  up  the  Tay.  Mr.  Cesari, 
of  the  Birnam  Hotel,  writes  :  “  The  15th  was  the 
opening  day  of  the  fishing  here.  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Gibson  killed  one  salmon,  weight  141b.,  in  the 
Murthly  water.  Messrs.  Sayer  and  Beall,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  killed  one,  weight  171b  ,  in  the 
Delvine  water.  Yesterday,  16th,  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Gibson  killed  two  salmon,  weight  19lb.  and 
221b.,  in  the  Murthly  water.  Messrs.  Sayer  and 
Beall  killed  one,  weight  211b.,  in  the  hotel  water. 


tees  anil  terns 


An  Itchen  Otter. — John  Lock,  water  keeper, 
Abbots  Worthy,  near  Winchester,  trapped  on  the 
15th  a  fine  otter,  on  the  river  Itclien — length,  4ft. 
lin.;  girth,  21in.;  weight,  301b. 


Scotch  Fishery  Board  Statistics  for  1890. — 
The  total  value  of  fish  landed  on  the  coasts  of 
Scotland  during  1890  was  £1,627,461.  On  the 
east  coast  £1,165,115  worth  was  landed  ;  Orkney 
and  Shetland  contributed  £126,797,  and  the  west 
coast  £335,549  worth.  This  is  an  increase  over 
the  previous  twelve  months  of  £134,276. 


Dundee  Seal  and  Whaling  Fleet. — The  four 
Dundee  steamers  which  are  to  be  engaged  in  the 
Newfoundland  seal  fishing  are  outfitting  prepara¬ 
tory  to  sailing  for  St.  John’s  on  the  2nd  and  5th 
February.  Three  of  these  vessels  are  to  go  to 
Davis  Straits  at  the  conclusion  of  the  sealing. 
Of  the  remainder  of  the  Dundee  fleet  two  are  to 
prosecute  the  seal  and  whale  fishing  and  four  are 
to  proceed  direct  to  Davis  Straits,  starting  on 
their  voyage  at  the  beginning  of  March. 

Extraordinary  Catch  of  Mackerel  at  Ply¬ 
mouth. — One  of  our  fishing  boats  last  week  had  a 
very  large  catch  of  mackerel,  and  as  this  is  very 
early  for  their  appearance  I  think  it  should  be 
placed  on  record.  The  fish  were  very  large,  some 
weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.  They  were  sold 
on  the  quay  to  the  wholesale  dealers,  at  an  aver¬ 
age  of  five  shillings  per  dozen,  and  the  whole 
catch  realised  a  total  amount  of  £95.  This  is  a 
lucky  catch  for  them  in  this  severe  weather. — 
Hearder  and  Son. 


Black  Bass  for  England. — According  to  the 
Daily  Telegraph  of  the  14th  inst.,  “  At  the  request 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  United  States  Minister  to 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Bartlett,  a  gentleman  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Illinois  Fish  Commission,  is 
arranging  with  the  National  Fish  Commission  in 
Washington  to  ship  a  large  supply  of  black  bass 
to  London,  to  be  placed  in  English  streams,  where 
it  is  thought  the  fish  will  propagate.”  We  shall 
of  course  know  what  streams  it  is  proposed  to 
stock.  We  believe  in  the  black  bass,  but  should 
not  like  to  see  him  in  a  trout  stream. — Ed.  F.  G. 


“  Acme  ”  writes  as  follows : — “Mr.  Neal,  gardener 
to  the  Rev.  W.  Roxby,  of  this  parish,  shot 
the  other  evening  a  fine  female  otter.  She 
weighed  lfi^lb.,  and  measured  45in.  over  all.  Con¬ 
found  this  frost !  I  tried  a  mill  pool  near  here  on 
Saturday,  the  only  open  water  I  could  find.  In 
three  casts  the  rod  rings  were  choked  with  ice, 
and  the  line  like  wire.  I  returned  home,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  advice  of  ‘  Historicus,’  and  nursed  my 
ain  fireside.” 

[From  his  non  de  plume  we  should  have  thought 
Acme  would  have  gone  skating.— Ed.] 

A  Close  Time  for  Yellow  Trout  in  Scotland. 
— A  deputation  representing  angling  clubs  in  the 
west  of  Scotland  waited  upon  Mr.  Cochran 
Patrick  (in  the  absence  of  Lord  Lothian  through 
indisposition)  at  the  Scottish  secretary’s  office  in 
Edinburgh  last  week,  for  the  purpose  of  urging 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  bill  into  Parlia¬ 


ment  to  provide  a  close  time  for  yellow  trout. 
The  deputation  consisted  of  Sir  Wyndham  An- 
struther,  Mr.  Alex.  McLennan,  Mr.  G.  W.  Mc- 
Creath  and  Mr.  John  Russell.  Sir  Wyndham 
Anstruther  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  a  close 
time  for  the  whole  of  Scotland,  and  suggested 
that  it  should  extend  from  early  in  October  till 
the  beginning  of  February.  Some  conversation 
took  place  with  regard  to  the  time  that  it  would 
be  most  advisable  to  fix,  and  Mr.  Cochran  Patrick 
promised  to  lay  the  views  of  the  deputation  before 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland. — Scotsman. 


Donald  Gunn’s  Advice  How  to  Take  Care  of 
Trout  and  Salmon  Flies  during  Winter. — Take 
all  your  flies  out  of  your  book  and  envelop  and  put 
them  into  a  new  tin  box,  such  as  are  commonly 
used  for  keeping  flies ;  then  put  a  few  drops  of 
camphor  in  the  box,  or  two  small  pieces  of  twist 
tobacco,  about  lin.  long  each  piece ;  this  will  keep 
your  flies  from  getting  mouldy  or  mite-eaten. 
The  flies  should  be  looked  at  once  a  fortnight  and 
aired  to  the  sun  when  it  is  shining  in  through 
your  window  (airing  them  to  the  fire  is  not  near 
so  good,  because  they  will  get  damp  much  sooner 
after  the  fire  than  after  the  sun),  and  when  you 
air  them  renew  the  camphor  or  tobacco.  Casts 
ought  to  be  looked  at  and  kept  the  same  way, 
separate  from  the  flies,  traces,  and  minnows  as 
well.  If  your  minnows  have  gone  out  of  shape, 
put  them  right  at  once — the  sooner  the  better  for 
you  and  them.  Examine  the  side  hooks  and  tail 
hooks  before  they  are  getting  rusted,  and  if  so, 
rub  on  a  little  camphor.  Examine  the  tying  of 
the  hooks,  and  see  if  the  thread  is  getting  white 
or  moulded,  and  if  so  varnish  them  over  again. 
Trout  and  salmon  lines  ought  to  be  carefully 
looked  after  during  winter,  particulary  salmon 
lines,  because  they  are  pretty  dear — trout  lines 
are  cheap  everywhere.  Salmon  reels  should  be 
looked  at  now,  and  trout  reels  as  well,  before 
Mr.  Rust  is  making  his  appearance.  Rods,  gaffs, 
and  landing  nets  should  be  looked  at  now  and  see 
if  all  is  right  about  them. 


Curious  Method  of  Fishing  near  Lake  Tchad. 
— “  In  the  afternoon  Belial  accompanied  me  down 
the  river,  about  nine  miles,  where,  increasing  in 
width  to  about  one  hundred  yards,  it  flows  into 
the  Tchad,  with  a  strong  and  deep  current  of  water. 
The  manner  of  fishing  in  the  Yeon,  a  very 
considerable  source  of  commerce  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  its  banks,  must  not  be  omitted. 
Dried  fish  from  the  Yeon  is  carried  to  all 
the  towns  to  the  south-west,  quite  as  far 
as  the  hills;  and  at  the  season  they  are  usually 
taken  in  great  numbers.  The  Bornouese  make 
very  good  nets  of  a  twine  spun  from  a  perennial 
plant  callsd  kalimhoa.  The  implements  for  fishing 
are  ingenious,  though  simple.  Two  large  gourds, 
nicely  balanced,  and  then  fixed  on  a  large  stem  of 
bamboo,  at  the  extreme  ends ;  the  fisherman 
launches  this  on  the  river,  and  places  himself 
astride  between  the  gourds  ;  and  thus  he  floats 
with  the  stream,  and  throws  his  net.  He  has 
also  floats  of  cane,  and  weights  of  small  leathern 
bags  of  sand.  He  beats  up  against  the  stream, 
paddling  with  his  hands  and  feet,  previous  to 
drawing  the  net,  which,  as  it  rises  from  the  water, 
he  lays  before  him  as  lie  sits ;  and  with  a  sort  of 
mace,  which  he  carries  for  the  purpose,  the  fish 
are  stunned  by  a  single  blow.  His  drag  finished, 
the  fish  are  taken  out,  and  thrown  into  the  gourds, 
which  are  open  at  the  top,  to  receive  the  produce 
of  his  labour.  These  wells  being  filled,  he  steers 
for  the  shore,  unloads,  and  again  returns  to  the 
sport.” — From  “A  Journey  to  Lake  Tchad.” 


Wyre  and  Brock,  Lancashire. — The  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  associations  having  angling  rights 
on  these  two  streams  have  recently  decided  to 
place  one  thousand  five  hundred  yearling  trout  in 
the  Wyre  and  two  thousand  in  the  Brock.  The 
fishery  conservators  are  also  arranging  for  the 
purchase  of  two  thousand  yearling  trout  for  the 
Wyre,  so  that  angling  on  this  river  ought  soon  to 
become  more  like  what  it  was  some  twelve  years 
ago,  before  the  raking  up  of  the  mud  deposited  in 
Abbeystead  reservoir  destroyed  so  many  fish. 
The  trout  are  being  obtained  from  the  newly 
formed  company,  the  “  Queensdale  Fish  Hatchery, 
Limited,”  whose  hatchery  is  near  Lancaster.  The 
number  of  sea  trout  on  the  spawning  beds  this 
winter  has  been  almost  unprecedented  ;  but  it  is 
feared  that  some  damage  may  be  done  to  the  ova 


by  the  severe  frost  which  we  have  had.  Some 
wonderful  stories  have  recently  been  told  in  the 
F.G.  about  the  capture  of  eels  during  frost ;  but 
such  captures  are  hardly  equal  to  that  recently 
made  by  a  man  on  the  Ribble.  This  man  when 
walking  one  day  on  the  bank  of  this  river  came  to 
a  small  open  space,  where  the  water  was  not  frozen, 
and  there  saw  numbers  of  eels  which  had  come 
from  under  the  ice  for  a  breath  of  oxygen.  Tempted 
by  the  sight  of  the  eels,  and  wondering  howto  get 
them,  the  man  felt  in  his  pockets  and  found  a 
solitary  hook  left  there  since  last  season.  This  he 
attached  to  a  piece  of  string,  but  further  difficulties 
awaited  him  ;  for  he  had  no  worms  or  other 
suitable  bait.  Puzzled  for  a  long  time,  he  at  last 
took  a  thread  of  red  wool  from  his  neckerchief 
and  carefully  wrapping  the  same  round  his  hook  he 
proceeded  to  fish.  The  eels  were  ravenous,  and  as 
the  wool  apparently  suited  their  palates  he  caught 
them  so  rapidly  that  he  soon  had  131b.  of  them, 
when  be  unfortunately  lost  his  hook  in  a  monster. 
Let  those  believe  this  stcry  who  like.  I  don’t  vouch 
for  its  correctness,  but  it  was  told  to  me  in  sober 
earnest. — Prestonian. 


“Muzzles  Up  !  ” — A  man  going  into  action  on 
the  modern  deploying  system  of  warfare  would 
probably  be  safer  than  if  he  formed  one  of  a 
party  of  gun-gawks  at  rabbit-shooting  in  copse  or 
furze-brake.  “  Muzzles  up  !  ”  used  to  be  a  part 
of  the  initiatory  advice  to  all  young  shooters, 
under  all  circumstances.  Accidents  will  occa¬ 
sionally  occur  where  experienced  sportsmen  have 
killed  or  wounded  a  companion  or  beater,  owing 
to  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  and  firing  at 
“  birds  ”  chiefly  when  flying  in  the  direction  of 
the  head  or  body  of  friend  or  beater.  Witness 
the  lamentable  accident  to  the  late  Mr.  Fawcett, 
Postmaster-General,  by  his  own  father  firing  at 
partridges  in  the  way  indicated.  But  by  far  the 
greater  cause  of  accidents  with  fowling-pieces, 
when  in  the  hands  of  only  occasional  shooters  at 
only  fieldfares,  blackbirds,  &c.,  is  that  during  hard 
frost  and  snow  old  guns  are  often  brought  out 
for  use.  Locks  have  become  weak  and  rusty,  and 
a  hasty  or  thoughtless  jump  over  bank,  or  hedge, 
or  gate,  and  the  gun  still  cocked,  gets  shaken,  and 
the  hammers  fall !  If  the  gun  is  held  “  muzzles 
up,”  little  beyond  a  “kicking”  ensues;  but  if  held 
down,  or  laterally,  and  a  companion  is  in  front,  he 
often  gets  the  fatal  shot.  Then  again  some  young 
sportsmen,  when  dragging  their  cocked  guns  be¬ 
hind  them  through  hedge  or  gap,  the  triggers 
get  caught,  and  death  or  disfigurement  is  the 
result.  Firing  anyhow  at  dodging  rabbits  is  an¬ 
other  cause  of  frequent  accident;  and  reloading  an 
old  gun — or  one  barrel  while  the  other  is  at  lull 
cock — has  caused  death  or  serious  accident.  The 
gun  is  capable  of  affording  the  finest  sport  when 
the  handler  becomes  well-trained,  and  is  alwaj^s 
calm  on  “  birds,”  or  other  winged  and  fur  game  ; 
but  a  gun,  or  guns,  in  the  hands  of  gawks  are 
very  dangerous — alike  to  the  handlers  as  well  as 
to  the  unfortunate  “  sportsmen,”  who,  perhaps, 
think  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  be  asked  to  join  a  rabbit¬ 
shooting  affair,  and  those  who  know  the  danger 
arising  from  such  irregular  “poppers  ”  find  they 
have  business  to  do  at  a  distance. — Old  Snap 
Shot. 


NOTES  ON  SPINNING  TACKLE  AND 
SPINNING.  , 

As  to  flights  of  hooks,  I  am  content  with  four, 
or  three,  trebles  (according  to  the  size  of  the  bait) 
and  a  lip  hook,  which  latter  should  be  tied  upon  a 
minute  loop,  so  small  as  only  just  to  enable  it  to 
run  up  and  down  the  gut.  In  baiting,  it  is  kept  in 
its  place  by  taking  a  couple  of  turns  round  it  with 
the  gut.  A  single  hook,  reversed,  just  below  the 
penultimate  treble,  tends  to  keep  the  tail  of  the 
bait  in  its  place.  A  large  bait  should  always  be 
secured  to  the  hooks  by  a  piece  of  thread  tied 
round  it,  just  behind,  or  over,  the  dorsal  fin;  other¬ 
wise  it  will  soon  be  dragged  from  them  by  its  own 
weight. 

A  very  slight  crook  in  the  tail  is  sufficient  to 
make  a  bait  spin  well,  especially  a  large  one.  In 
fact  it  should  be  less  and  less  crooked  in  proportion 
to  its  size.  If  a  bait  will  not  spin  well,  or 
“  wobbles,”  two  to  one  it  is  too  much  crooked.  A 
double  crook  or  bend  in  a  bait  is  also  absolutely 
fatal  to  its  spinning  properly. 

A  bleak  should  be  put  on  so  as  to  form  one  con¬ 
tinuous  curve  from  head  to  tail,  In  all  others  the 
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tail  alone  should  he  curved,  and  the  rest  of  the 
body  left  perfectly  straight.  This  is  the  theory 
of  Edward  Andrews,  a  fisherman  at  Maidenhead, 
who  is  certainly  the  greatest  “  artiste  ”  iu  putting 
on  a  bait  that  I  ever  saw . 

When  fishing  water  which  contains  jack  as  well 
as  trout,  you  should  always  have  by  you  a  few 
flights  of  somewhat  larger  hooks  tied  on  gimp.  It  is 
not  at  all  an  infrequent  occurrence  to  lose  a  set  of 
gut  tackle  to  a  jack,  and  to  recover  it  by  catching 
him  next  throw  with  a  gimp  set.  Indeed,  if  the 
gimp  be  fine,  I  have  generally  found  that  it 
scarcely  alarms  trout  more  than  gut,  if  it  do  so  at 
all.  The  very  fine  gimp  should  however  be.  always 
tested  before  it  is  used,  as  the  silk  within  it  is  apt 
to  be  faulty  and  give.  The  same  remark  indeed 
applies  to  all  kinds  of  tackle,  be  it  line,  single  gut, 
treble  gut,  or  gimp.  Remember  that  when  a 
break  occurs,  it  is  generally  to  the  best  fish. 
Treble  gut  is  scarcely  more  to  be  relied  on  than 
single ;  the  fact  being  that  all  the  bad  gut  is  worked 
up,  and  looks  well  enough  so.  As  an  instance — 
whilst  spinning  on  the  Garry,  I  got  my  hooks  fast 
the  other  side  of  a  deep  black  pool,  and  not  caring 
to  swim  for  it,  deliberately  pulled  till  something 
broke.  My  trace  being  of  single  gut,  the  shot 
fastened  on  treble  gut,  and  having  gimp  next  the 
hooks,  I  was  curious  to  see  which  the  something 
would  be.  It  was  the  treble  gut,  possibly  worn  by 
the  rubbing  of  the  shot.  ... 

There  is  a  plan  for  managing  the  line  whilst 
spinning,  at  which  the  Thames  fishermen  are 
great  adepts,  and  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended,  by  which,  instead  of  being  dropped 
at  the  feet  in  the  usual  way,  as  it  is  drawn  in 
after  a  cast,  it  is  collected  in  the  hollow  of  the 
hand,  whence  it  again  runs  out  freely  at  the  next. 
It  is  effected  by  first  taking  the  line  between  the 
middle  of  the  fore-finger  and  the  thumb,  then 
turning  the  hand  over,  and  catching  the  line  above 
it  with  the  litt'e  finger,  round  which  it  is  for  the 
instant  looped,  and  then  turning  the  hand  again, 
so  as  to  bring  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  again  to 
be  ^ r  upon  the  line.  This  process  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  describe,  and  still  more  so  to  execute 
rapidly,  as  is  necessary  where  there  is  not  much 
stream,  or  the  water  is  shallow. 

The  accomplishment  is,  however,  a  very  valu¬ 
able  one,  enabling  the  proficient,  as  it  does,  to  fish 
comfortably  under  many  circumstances  "when  he 
could  not  otherwise  do  so  ;  as,  for  instance,  in  a 
high  wind,  in  long  grass,  or  off  a  weir,  as  well  as 
to  carry  his  line  from  one  part  of  the  water  to 
another  in  readiness  for  a  cast,  instead  of  dragging 
it  trailing  behind  him,  at  the  risk  of  its  getting 
hung  up  and  collecting  all  manner  of  rubbish  in 
its  course. 

With  regard  to  the  general  management  of  the 
rod  and  line  when  spinning,  I  will  only  give  two 
hiuts,  which  may  be  useful. 

All  the  rest  must  be  learnt  by  practice.  One 
is  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  act  of 
throwing,  anything  approaching  to  a  jerlc ;  the 
other,  after  throwing,  to  let  the  point  of  the  rod 
follow  the  bait  uutil  it  reaches  the  water. 

The  landing-handle,  whether  gaff  or  net  be 
used,  should  always  be  of  a  dark  colour,  if  not 
black.  Should  the  net  also  he  well  tanned,  it 
will  not  only  last  longer,  but  be  more  service¬ 
able  while  it  lasts.  It  is  quite  curious  how  much 
more  readily  fish  are  alarmed  by  a  light  coloured 
landing-stick  (cane,  for  instance)  than  a  dark 
one.  Many  minutes,  which  can  be  ill  spared 
when  the  fish  are  in  the  humour  for  taking, 
are  often  saved  by  the  use  of  the  latter.  A  gaff 
affixed  to  a  small  dark-coloured  handle  will,  if 
skilfully  applied,  often  whip  out  a  fish  before  he  is 
aware  of  his  danger,  whereas,  should  ho  have 
been  once  roused  to  a  sense  of  it  by  being  brought 
face  to  face  with  a  light  coloured  one,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  if  an  unsuccessful  attempt  have  been 
made  to  land  him  with  it,  he  often  turns  un¬ 
pleasantly  fractious,  and  requires  a  good  deal  of 
persuasion  before  he  can  be  again  prevailed  on  to 
come  within  reach.  And  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  those  struggles  of  his  with  a  short  line  are 
infinitely  more  dangerous  than  any  that  he  can 
make  with  a  long  one. — From  Cornwall  Simeon's 
“  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History.” 


Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 


Waterproofs  (ladles’  and  gontlemen’s) — A  largo  stock  soiling 
;it  low  prices  to  clear.  Rest  quality  only.  —Bast  Rcspos  Kobbeb 
fa.  8  filiprpclitqb,  y. 


SALMON  FISHERIES. 

HATCHERIES,  THEORIES  AND  ADVICE. 

By  Mac. 

There  is  a  significant  meaning  attaching  to  the 
establishment  of  a  hatchery  on  a  salmon  river,  or 
to  the  entire  or  partial  withdrawal  of  the  netting. 
To  establish  a  hatchery,  or  to  partially  or  entirely 
withdraw  the  nets,  according  as  is  warranted,  is  a 
laudable  step  taken,  but  the  policy  which  leads  to 
the  necessity  for  it  must  in  all  truthfulness  be  said 
to  be  quite  the  reverse.  The  severity  of  the  netting 
has  brought  our  salmon  fisheries  into  their  present 
lamentable  condition  ;  but  while  this  is  beginning 
to  be  seen  by  some  proprietors  who  are  now  taking 
steps  to  avert  still  further  disaster,  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  concern  to  all  intelligent  observers  that 
the  vast  body  of  proprietors,  still  so  little  capable 
of  judging  for  themselves,  are  always  continuing 
to  accept  the  netting  lessees’  advice  and  to  yield 
to  the  clamour  of  the  working  netters.  For  one 
proprietor  that  foresees  the  evil  to  come  and 
strives  to  avert  it,  fifty  at  least,  apprehending 
nothing,  are  quite  content  to  let  matters  take 
their  swing — the  fish  their  chance  against  the 
netters.  True,  on  large  rivers  there  are  not  a  few 
proprietors  who  have  foresight  enough  and  are 
possessed  of  sound  acquaintance  with  salmon 
matters  ;  but  those  parties,  though  anxiously  in¬ 
clined  to  move  to  do  something  for  the  fisheries, 
yet  do  not  do  so  iu  consequence  of  receiving  no 
encouragement  from  their  neighbours.  And  this 
is  a  state  of  matters  not  local,  but  general.  Its 
very  existence  entirely  prevents  the  taking  of  any 
steps  whatever  that  would  prove  really  beneficial 
to  the  fisheries,  and  not  until  all  parties  see  that 
their  interests  are  thoroughly  identical— which 
really  is  the  case,  and  not  conflicting,  as  they  re¬ 
gard  them  at  present— will  anything  really  good 
outside  national  legislation  be  done  for  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  large  rivers,  in 
which  perhaps  dozens  of  persons,  from  the 
well  informed  to  the  utterly  ignorant  as  to 
salmon  fishery  maintenance,  have  an  interest. 
To  avert  the  ruiu  of  a  fishery  which  belongs 
entirely  to  one  person  can,  if  that  person  feels  so 
inclined,  easily  be  done  ;  and  it  is  equally  easy  for 
the  same  to  be  done  by  one  or  more  persons  rent¬ 
ing  a  whole  river  from  a  proprietor  10  whom  ex 
clusively  belongs  both  the  rod  and  the  net  fishing. 
The  above  remarks  have  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  serving  as  an  appropriate  introduction 
to  certain  salmon  fishery  alteration  matters  con¬ 
cerning  which  it  is  our  intention  to  make  some 
reference. 

Of  these,  then,  the  first  to  which  wo  would  seek 
to  direct  attention  is  the  newly-established 
hatchery  on  the  Spey  belonging  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon.  Quite  a  contro¬ 
versial  spate  has  been  raging  in  consequence  of 
the  establishment  of  this  hatchery.  The  original 
announcement  of  the  duke  s  intentions  was  au  ill- 
considered  statement.  Instead  of  saddling  the 
right  horse,  and  attributing  the  necessity  for  the 
hatchery  to  over-fishing  by  the  nets,  and  the  keep¬ 
ing  back  of  the  fish  by  the  duke’s  cruives,  the 
writer  proceeded  to  say  that  the  great  falling  off  of 
the  Spey’s  fish  of  late  years  has  been  brought  about 
by  a  change  of  climatic  conditions.  Without  any 
facts  of  local  significance  being  adduced,  it  was 
asserted  that  this  change  was  found  to  have 
proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  hatching  out  of 
the  ova.  Neither  was  the  nature  of  the  climatic 
change  stated,  nor  was  there  any  attempt  made 
to  prove  that  the  percentage  of  addled  ova  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  amount  of  ova  deposited  in  the 
spawning  beds  was  greater  than  in  the  days  when 
the  river  had  a  far  larger  stock  of  fish.  Such 
-being  the  case,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that 
the  matter  would  escape  criticism.  A  letter 
forthwith  appeared,  blamiug  the  duke  all  round, 
and  saying  that  it  was  entirely  his  fault  that 
matters  had  come  to  such  a  pass.  Soon  after 
another,  seemingly  authoritative,  statement  was 
put  forth,  to  the  effect  that  if  the  results  brought 
about  by  the  one  hatchery  proved  to  be  up  to  ex¬ 
pectation,  the  duke  would  erect  more  hatcheries, 
or  one  on  a  scale  sufficiently  large  to  rear  fish  to 
stock  the  whole  river  thoroughly. 

We  confess  we  cannot  see  the  fairness  or  justice 
of  blaming  the  duke  for  what  ho  is  now  doing.  It 
is  rather  for  what  ho  has  done  iu  tlio  past  that  he 
is  deserving  of  blame,  Yet  if  it  be  true  that  hia 
Grace  once  offered  to  treat  with  the  other  pro¬ 
prietors  as  a  body,  and  that  the  reasonable  pro¬ 


posals  which  he  submitted  for  their  acceptance  in 
re  the  buying  up  of  his  cruive  fishings  to  throw 
open  the  river  were  point  blank  rejected,  we 
fail  to  see  the  right  of  anyone  to  throw  blame 
wholesale  on  his  Grace,  or  to  interfere  with  what 
he  is  now  doing,  which  is  judged  by  him  to  be  for 
the  real  benefit  of  the  river.  Undoubtedly  he  has 
pursued  the  fishing  far  too  hard,  the  necessity  for 
the  hatchery  being  incontrovertible  testimony 
to  this.  But  when  we  consider  how  effectively 
the  cruives  have  all  along  kept  back  the  fish  dur¬ 
ing  the  weekly  open  time,  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  had  they  been  bought  up  by  the  angling 
proprietors  farther  up-river,  the  net  fishing  would 
not,  though  perhaps  on  the  severe  side,  have  so 
soon  occasioned  such  a  tremendous  diminution  of 
the  Spey’s  head  of  fish. 

For  many  years  the  duke  has  held  the  cruive 
and  net  fishing  of  the  Spey  in  his  own  hands. 
He  has  found  it  pay  him  handsomely.  It  has 
been  a  profitable  farm,  bringing  him  ever  so  much 
better  returns,  ever  so  much  more  profit,  than  the 
same  extent  of  the  very  best  land  in  his  princely 
domains.  But  it  is  not  his  own  (some  miles) 
stretch  of  water  alone  that  has  made  his  fishings 
such  a  revenue-bringing-in  concern.  He  has  laid 
the  whole  of  Spey  and  its  tributaries  under  tribute 
and  practically  farmed  inside  his  own  fishery  the 
whole  of  the  river,  catching  almost  the  whole  of 
the  fish  running  up  during  the  entire  six  and 
a-half  months  of  open  season  for  net  fishing. 

The  quality  of  the  angling  in  a  river  naturally 
good  for  angling  is  always  a  true  index  of  the 
state  of  the  river’s  productiveness.  In  the  case 
of  the  Spey,  the  angling,  except  in  autumn,  is 
now  of  the  poorest  quality.  To  such  a  state  it 
has  been  brought  by  the  treatment  which  the  river 
has  received.  For  many  years,  even  with  the 
netting  as  severely  pushed  as  it  is  nowadays,  the 
fall  off  in  the  yield  of  fish  to  the  nets  was  not  very 
noticeable.  Latterly,  however,  it  has  become 
great. 

A  large  river  having  naturally  a  great  abundance 
of  salmon,  possessing  three  or  four  distinct  migra¬ 
tions,  for  which  there  is  good  and  ample  spawn¬ 
ing  ground,  is,  under  even  the  severest  treatment, 
difficult  to  damage  perceptibly  for  a  good  while  ; 
but  though  the  process  be  almost  unseen  at  first, 
it  goes  on  all  the  same,  making  sure  headway,  till 
from  non-apparent  it  becomes  apparent,  then  very 
apparent,  and,  latterly,  alarming  in  its  rate  of 
progress.  This  represents  as  exactly  as  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  describe  it  how  it  has  stood  with  the 
“  poor  old  Spey.’’ 

For  the  Spey,  which  is  such  a  splendid  river,  so 
poor  indeed  is  the  salmon  angling  of  the  present 
day  that  no  wonder  everyone  interested  com¬ 
plains.  The  sport  in  spring  is  wretched,  in 
summer  even  worse,  and  only  in  autumn  is  it 
good,  and  even  then  for  not  more  than  a  few  miles 
above  the  duke’s  own  waters. 

There  are  examples  to  prove  that  very  severe 
fishing  will  make  a  river  later,  but  there  is 
absolutely  no  proof  that  it  will  make  the  fish  of 
the  autumn  more  numerous.  Yet  this  is  what 
has  been  stated  not  once,  but  often.  When  a 
river  gets  over-fished  and  becomes  later,  its  stock 
of  fish  gets  smaller.  All  through  the  year  is  this 
decrease  of  the  number  of  fish  noticeable.  But 
should  it  be  a  river  possessing  a  real  autumn  migra¬ 
tion,  its  stock  of  fish  at  that  season  will  not  be 
anything  like  so  seriously  reduced  as  during  the 
other  seasons  when  the  netting  is  going  on  full 
swing.  Go  where  we  will,  there  will  not  be  found 
a  river  that  has  had  its  stock  of  autumn  fish  made 
greater  by  the  over-netting  of  its  fish  of  the  other 
runs;  no,  nor  a  river  naturally  not  an  autumn  river 
that  has  come  to  have  an  autumn  run  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  such  netting.  Those  who  hold  the 
opposite  write  theory  first  and  then  try  to  prove  it. 

Net  fishers  are  ever  ready  to  give  good  advice 
even  without  being  asked.  Having  seen  the 
bitter  wail  of  the  majority  of  the  rod  salmon 
fishers  of  the  Spey,  an  old  and  daring  lessee  of 
nets  sneeringly  asks,  “  Why  make  such  a  rumpus  ? 
You  rod  fishers  know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 
There  is  as  great  a  head  of  fish  in  the  Spey  as  ever 
there  was ;  they  enter  the  river  as  freely  as  ever 
during  the  weekly  close  time.  What  the  difference 
is  is  this — they  take  longer  to  run  through  the 
Duke’s  waters  than  they  used  to  do;  thus  it  is 
that  the  angling  is  not  so  good,  but  it  would  be 
quite  an  easy  matter  to  draw  the  fish  up  past  the 
Duke’s  waters  during  tho  weekly  close  time.” 
Would  it  ?  In  wbat  way  9  Our  d  tring  netsff>?!i?l 
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with  his  new  theory  and  his  new  heresy  does  not 
say.  Like  all  the  rest  of  his  kidney  who  never 
look  far  before  their  noses,  he  professes  to  know 
a  great  deal,  while  actually  he  knows  nothing. 
He  suggests  the  drawing  up  of  the  fish,  but  by 
wbat  means  he  does  not  say.  He  suggests 
the  drawing  up  of  fish  that  really  are  not  there 
to  draw  up.  Netters  have  long  enough  made 
fools  of  anglers,  but  now  they  are  beginning 
to  make  fools  of  themselves.  Probably  this 
member  of  their  fraternity  had  in  bis  mind  the 
ponding  up  of  the  Spey  to  enable  an  artificial 
spate  to  be  let  down.  If  so  he  is  more  ignorant 
than  most  anglers,  as  amongst  them  now  it  is 
pretty  well  known  that  artificial  spates,  to  secure 
which  much  money  has  been  expended,  have 
generally  proved  the  truth  of  the  adage,  “  good 
money  thrown  away.”  “  For  a  few  hundreds,” 
says  our  heretic,  “the  fish  could  be  drawn  up.” 
Well,  in  that  case  the  beet  thing  for  Spey  anglers 
would  be  to  hand  over  the  few  hundreds  to  this 
wonderful  netter,  who  might  be  paid  a  few 
hundreds  more  by  way  of  fee  for  drawing  up  the 
fish  during  the  weekly  close  time  past  the  Duke’s 
netters. 

Without  any  loss  of  time  a  meeting  of  the  Spey 
anglers  and  Spey  angling  lessees  ought  to  be 
called,  at  which  without  one  dissentient  voice  it 
should  be  agreed  to  offer  the  few  hundred 
pounds,  and  a  few  hundred  pounds  of  a  fee, 
to  the  netting  lessee  above  referred  to,  con¬ 
ditional  on  his  guaranteeing  to  draw  up  the 
fish  which  he  holds  could  easily  be  done!  Surely 
such  an  offer  would  tempt  the  deviser  of  the 
scheme,  if  ho  really  has  a  scheme  ;  but  our  opinion 
is  that  be  has  not,  and  that  his  statement  is  simply 
a  piece  of  blether.  To  have  the  angling  restored 
to  its  former  good  quality  is  what  every  Spey 
angler  desires  ;  and  if  a  sufficient  number  of  fish 
to  insure  good  sport  could  all  the  season  through 
during  the  weekly  close  time  be  drawn  up .  and 
past  the  Duke’s  waters,  the  payment  for  this  of 
£1,000  a  year  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle.  The 
plan  that  for  such  a  sum  would  effectually  re¬ 
store  the  river’s  good  angling  name  would  be 
infinitely  cheaper  than  any  other,  but  this  plan 
hinted,  yet  not  made  known,  since  it  comes  from 
a  netsman  must,  we  fear,  be  taken  for  nothing 
more  than  another  of  the  netsmen’s  theories 
artfully  expressed  to  work  upon  the  credulity  of 
uninformed  anglers. 

(To  be  continued. ) 


TROUTING  ON  SIX-MILE  CREEK. 

[Frank  Wilkeson  in  “New  York  Times.”] 

(i Continued  from  page  28). 

A  few  rods  above  the  camp  there  was  a  rapid 
which  terminated  in  a  pool  that  was  busli-sur- 
rounded  and  overhung  by  long  cedar  boughs. 
The  pool  was  log  and  root  encumbered.  Arrived 
at  the  foot  of  the  pool  I  stood  among  the  bushes 
and  studied  the  situation.  It  was  a  nasty  bit  of 
water  to  fish,  and  one  that  threatened  to  cost 
several  flies.  It  was  not  possible  to  cast  into  the 
pool.  By  shortening  the  line  till  the  leader  struck 
the  tip,  and  standing  knee-deep  in  the  water,  and 
with  left  hand  to  pull  some  vision-obscuring  and 
overhanging  bushes  back  to  hide  me  and  open  the 
water,  I  thought  I  could  drop  a  fly  on  its  surface 
and  have  sufficient  room  to  trail  it  a  few  feet. 

I  entered  the  rapidly  flowing  water,  carefully 
pulled  back  the  bushes,  and  thrust  the  light  rod 
over  the  pool,  preparatory  to  loosening  the  fly, 
which  I  held  between  thumb  and  finger.  Loosened, 
it  floated  lightly  on  the  water  for  an  instant,  then 
the  water  boiled  as  a  dozen  large  trout  attempted 
to  seize  it.  I  struck  too  quickly,  and  the  fly  and 
leader  flew  upward  and  caught  ia  a  cedar  bough 
and  were  lost.  Replacing  them,  l  tried  again. 
Again  tho  water  boiled,  again  I  struck,  and  that 
time  hooked  the  fish,  which  promptly  began  to 
fight.  I  backed  slowdy  down  stream,  keeping  a 
steady  pull  on  the  fish,  till  I  reached  a  gravel  bar, 
on  which  I  knew  I  could  land  the  trout.  Then  I 
caused  the  reel  to  revolve  slowly,  and  presently 
the  hooked  trout  dashed  out  of  the  pool  and  into 
the  rapidly-flowing  water,  and  soon  he  vras  in  the 
creel.  I  led  nine  large  trout  out  of  that  pool, 
each  of  which  made  a  game  fight)  before  the  fish 
ceaaed  to  rise, 

Then  I  began  to  fish,  whipping  ripples,  causing 
Alluring  files  to  fall  lightly  alongside  of  foam- 


surrounded  boulders,  behind  water  -  bounded 
stumps,  under  cut  banks  where  bushes  hung  low, 
and  in  deep  eddies  wliero  the  water  ever  circles. 
Everywhere  trout  broke  water  to  flash  in  sun¬ 
light,  or  to  show  their  glistening,  spotted  sides  in 
dark  shadows,  Here  I  struck  too  quickly,  there 
too  slowly,  but  at  the  foot  of  the  big  ripple,  where 
I  had  free  play  and  good  ground  on  which  to  land 
my  fish,  I  mado  eleven  successful  casts,  and  then 
lost  two  flies. 

A  tiny  waterfall,  a  baby  of  about  5ft.  in  height, 
that  was  formed  by  a  log,  bad  created  a  pool.  I 
stood  below  it  and  was  casting — successfully,  too 
— into  its  teeming  water,  when  I  saw  a  small 
dark  brown  bird  standing  on  a  small  log  close  to 
the  waterfall.  This  bird,  hardly  as  large  as  a 
robiD,  teetered,  tip-up-like,  and  looked  through 
friendly  black  eyes  at  me  in  joyous  good  comrade¬ 
ship.  Then,  to  my  great  surprise,  it  took  a 
header  into  the  waterfall.  In  an  instant  it  flew 
out  of  the  water  to  its  station  on  the  small  log, 
and,  after  shaking  itself,  looked  at  me  as 
though  to  say,  “  What  do  you  think  of  that,  old 
boy  ?  ”  I  said  that  I  thought  it  was  delightful. 

I  ceased  to  fish  and  sat  on  a  boulder  to  watch  the 
bird,  which  stood  on  the  log  twisting  its  head 
around,  first  looking  at  me  through  one  black  eye 
and  then  through  the  other,  and  then  it  took 
another  header  into  the  waterfall.  “  Why,  it  is  a 
water  ousel !  ”  I  exclaimed,  as  a  scene  of  many 
years  ago  in  California  arose  before  me,  a  scene 
in  which  a  mountain  creek  and  trout  and  water 
ousels  figured.  I  had  not  seen  a  water  ousel 
since  that  happy  careless  time  ;  in  fact,  I  did  not 
know  that  they  ranged  so  far  north  as  Washington. 

I  greatly  admired  the  glossy,  courageous  bird,  and 
watched  him  through  pleasure-lit  eyes  repeatedly 
dive  into  the  waterfall  or  into  the  swirling  water 
of  the  rapids.  Apparently  he  was  fishing  for  food. 
He  was  the  quintessence  of  joyousness.  Pre¬ 
sently  I  saw  another  ousel  some  distance  up  the 
creek.  The  approaching  bird  loitered,  just  as 
though  time  had  no  value,  now  standing  on  a 
boulder  to  dive  into  a  rapid,  then  standing  in 
trembling,  nervous  joy  on  the  end  of  an  over¬ 
hanging  log,  to  plunge  headlong  into  a  pool  at  the 
base  of  a  tiny  waterfall.  Slowly  it  approached 
my  pool  and  my  ousel. 

They  met.  Evidently  they  were  married  and 
the  honeymoon  had  waned  many  months  ago. 
They  sat  side  by  side  for  a  moment  to  talk  in  low 
tones,  about  water-bugs  and  the  prospects  of  the 
food  supply  holding  out,  probably.  There  was  no 
lovemaking.  It  was  strictly  a  business  interview, 
and  one  that,  to  judge  from  its  coldness,  plainly 
foretold  the  approach  of  winter.  The  stranger 
ousel  flitted  gaily  up  the  creek,  and  my  bird 
followed.  I  met  them  again  further  up  the  creek 
and  smoked  a  pipe  while  I  watched  them  engage 
in  a  long-continued  and  wholly-delightful  diving 
contest — or  was  it  a  foraging  expedition  ? — into  a 
tiny  waterfall — watched  them — my  creel  was  filled 
— till  I  desired  to  possess  the  beautiful  birds. 

“  Hi,  Frank !  ”  loud  and  long  drawn,  but  torrent- 
deadened,  floated  through  the  forest  to  me. 
Thco  was  calling.  I  bade  the  water  ousels  fare¬ 
well  and  walked  up  the  creek.  Passing  round  a 
bend,  I  saw  Theo  standing  on  a  gravel  bar,  well 
back  from  a  larger  pool  that  had  a  cut  bank.  He 
saw  me  and  beckoned  with  waving  hand  and 
motioned  me  to  be  careful,  pointing  at  the  pool 
the  while  with  his  rod. 

Arrived  at  Theo,  he  said  :  “Old  man,  I  saw  a 
whale  in  there.  A  big,  spotted  whale  that  is 
hungry.  He  is  under  that  stump,”  indicating  a 
large  fir  stump  with  pointing  rod.  ‘‘I  thought 
you  would  like  to  catch  him,”  he  added.  “You 
walk  around  the  pool,  stand  in  the  rapid  above, 
and  cast  just  by  the  stump,  and  I  will  stand  here 
and  see  you  catch  him,  which  will  be  great  sport.” 

I  refused  to  accept  such  a  sacrifice,  but  I 
weakly  listened  to  Theo’s  sophistical  arguments 
that  were  based  on  the  fact  that  he  could  fish  any 
and  all  days,  while  I  could  not.  How  easy  it  is 
to  yield  when  you  ardently  desire  to  do  the  pre¬ 
cise  thing  you  are  tempted  to  do.  I  yielded,  and 
walking  around  the  pool  and  into  the  rapid  cast 
close  to  the  stump.  Two  large  trout  broke  water. 

I  struck  and  missed ;  cast  again,  and  again  both 
fish  rose  to  the  fly.  The  largest  had  the  hook 
driven  firmly  into  its  mouth  by  a  turn  of  rny 
wrist.  That  fish  was  game  from  the  end  of  his 
nose  to  the  tip  of  his  powerful  tail.  He  mado  the  ' 
light  rod  bend  as  a  whip.  Ho  mado  a  stubborn 
and  intelligent  fight,  constantly  endeavouring  to  ' 


get  under  the  stump  and  among  its  tangle  of  roots, 
which  scheme  I  successfully  opposed,  b  inally 
the  fish  became  exhausted,  and  I  led  him  to  a 
bar  and  there  stabbed  him  through  the  spine. 
Returning,  I  cast  again,  and  the  remaining  trout 
rose  eagerly.  I  think  that  I  struck  too  quick  ;  at 
any  rate,  I  did  not  fix  the  hook  securely.  The 
rod  bent  almost  to  the  water,  when  the  trout,  bent 
as  a  crescent,  sprang  high  above  the  water,  shook 
his  head  furiously,  up  sprang  the  rod,  and  the 
beautiful  trout  swam  under  the  stump  to  sulk  and 
to  nurse  a  sore  jaw. 

“  Too  bad  !  I  thought  you  had  him,”  shouted 
Theo. 

“  So  did  I,”  I  shouted  in  reply.  “  But,”  I  added, 

“  I  do  not  want  him.  My  creel  is  full.  I  am  going 
to  quit.” 

We  sat  on  a  boulder  together  and  counted  our 
fish.  I  had  caught  seventy-one  and  Theo  had 
ninety-six.  His  creel  was  full  and  he  had  two 
strings  of  trout  in  addition.  We  sat  and  smoked 
and  talked  gaily  of  the  morning’s  sport  as  we  un¬ 
jointed  our  rods  and  wound  up  our  lines.  The  sun 
was  at  its  height  when  we  started  to  walk  through 
the  woods  towards  our  camp,  which  we  would 
have  reached  on  time  if  we  had  not  met  a  covey 
of  grouse  that  rose  with  noisy  whir  of  wings  to 
alight  in  a  tall  spruce  tree,  out  of  which  we 
foolishly  attempted  to  stone  them.  The  attempt 
was  wholly  unsuccessful,  save  that  it  apparently 
amused  the  birds  that  sat  seventy  feet  above  us 
and  clucked,  one  to  the  other,  as  we  almost  threw 
our  arms  off.  Finally,  Theo,  who  was  bent  on 
making  the  birds  fly,  pounded  the  tree  with  a  large 
stone.  That  was  more  than  the  grouse  could  en¬ 
dure.  They  took  wing  and  flew  through  the 
forest,  and  we  shouted  and  screamed  at  them  to 
add  zest  to  their  flight.  They  were  very  beautiful. 
Anived  at  camp,  we  found  John  had  cooked  a 
trort  dinner  and  was  impatiently  awaiting  our 
arrival.  We  laughed  and  told  stories  aud  ate 
between  whiles  and  enjoyed  life  by  the  bank  of 
the  roaring  creek.  We  lingered  long  over  the 
meal.  We  counted  our  fish  and  found  that  we 
had  two  hundred  and  thirty -five  trout.  All 
our  creels  were  packed  full.  We  decided  to  fish 

no  more.  , 

As  the  sun  sank  low  toward  the  saw-tooth  crest 
of  the  foothills  we  packed  our  goods  and  chattels 
into  the  wagon  and  hitched  up  the  horses  and 
drove  slowly  homeward  through  the  forest.  Slowly 
the  darkness  crept  out  of  the  forest  and  shaded  the 
road.  At  intervals  grouse  took  wing,  and  we  could 
indistinctly  see  the  mas  they  flew  into  the  forest, 
and  could  hear  the  brisk  beat  of  their  wings  lc 
after  they  had  disappeared.  It  was  dark  when  \>.) 
drove  out  of  the  forest.  One  by  one  the  stars  cam 
out.  The  murmur  of  the  Skagit  as  it  flowed  rapidly 
toward  the  sea,  the  sound  of  distant  waterfalls,  the 
soft  sighing  of  the  fir  trees, and  the  many  mysterious 
sounds  of  the  early  night  filled  the  air.  W  e  three 
sat  silently,  thinking  of  other  nights  and  other  days 
and  of  other  fishing  grounds,  and  of  comrades  who 
were  once  gay  and  light-hearted,  but  who  will 
never  more  whip  trout  streams.  Our  outing  was 
over.  _ __ 


Comsptttottte 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment."— T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


LARGE  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “Dusty  Miller’s”  letter, 
I  beg  to  state  the  roach  weighing  21b.  15oz.  was 
actually  taken  by  James  Street,  the  keeper,  whilst 
fishing  with  me  on  July  16,  1890.  There  are 
several  others  evidently  of  the]  same  family 
(largest,  21b.  91oz.)  in  the  club- room  of  the  Silver 
Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  which  were  taken  the  day  previous  by  Your 
humble  servant,  Humphrey  O’Callaghan, 

Chairman  of  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society. 

Waltham- buildings,  Holborn-circus,  E-C. 

P.S,— This  identical  fish  was  presented  to  Lord 
Rotho'obild  and  is  now  in  bis  museum,  and  is  the 
largeot  of  tho  kind  ever  Hqo’vyo  to  li^vp  been 
Oftught  ia  hie  waterRi 
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PIKE  FLOATS. 

Sir  —Doubtless  those  who  can  afford  it  will  buy 
several  sizes  of  the  new  J ardine  pike  float  re¬ 
viewed  in  your  Christmas  number,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  neither  the  means  to 
purchase,  nor  the  desire  to  possess,  a  multiplicity 
of  new  tackle,  I  should  like  to  point  out  how  the 
Fishing  Gazette  float  can  also  be  used  as  a 
traveller  float,  or  have  the  colour  of  the  top  part 
temporarily  changed. 

I  know  of  no  other  float  which  is  so  easily  and 
simply  attached  to  or  detached  from  any  part  of 
the  line  or  trace,  and  to  convert  it  into  a  traveller 
float  it  is  only  necessary  to  provide  a  means  of 
preventing  the  line  from  escaping  through  the 
slit  in  the  cork.  My  method  (the  plug  and  quill 
being  of  course  removed)  is  merely  to  encircle  the 
float  at  its  greatest  diameter  with  an  ordinary 
fairly  strong  and  broad  elastic  band,  the  line 
being  first  passed  into  the  central  hole  in  the  float 
through  the  slit,  from  which  the  elastic  band  pre¬ 
vents  its  escape.  The  band  rests  quite  securely 
at  the  point  indicated,  which  is  where  the  tapering 
and  rounded-off  sections  of  the  shape  of  the  float 
meet,  and  the  elastic  need  not  be  so  strong  as  to 
close  the  slit.  Of  course  the  band  must  be  passed 
round  the  line  before  putting  it  on  the  float,  which 
is  done  by  simply  stretching  it  open  and  dropping 
the  bait,  trace,  &c  ,  through  it.  The  line  will  be 
found  to  run  freely  through  the  float  so  rigged  up, 
as  there  is  nothing  for  it  to  catch  in,  such  as  the 
spirals  at  top  and  bottom  and  projecting  pins  in 
the  side  of  the  Jardine  float. 

On  the  few  occasions  that  it  is  really  necessary 
to  temporarily  change  the  colour  of  the  top 
of  the  float,  I  use  a  piece  of  stiff  white  parch¬ 
ment  (or  other  similar  water-resisting  material), 
and  wrap  it  tightly  round  the  upper  part  of. the 
float,  turning  the  two  ends  of  the  parchment  into 
the  slit,  so  that  they  reach  the  central  hole  in  the 
float,  where  they  are  firmly  held  by  the  same  peg 
which  secures  the  float  to  the  line  at  the  same 
time.  The  parchment  is  not  turned  down  over  the 
rounded-off  float  top,  but  stands  up  as  a  hollow 
cylinder,  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half 
above  the  water.  If  the  float  is  being  used  as  a 
“  traveller,”  and  the  central  peg  is  not  therefore 
available  for  fixing  the  parchment,  I  use  two  or 
three  pins  (pressing  the  heads  well  home)  or  the 
elastic  band. — I  am,  &c  ,  Aqueou.s 


MARSTON  COMBINATION  PIKE  TACKLE. 

Sir, — May  I  ask  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers, 
through  your  columns,  if  they  can  see  their  way 
to  supply  the  “  Marston  Combination  Tackle”  in 
parts  -  that  is,  to  sell  the  flight  apart  from  the  lead 
and  needle,  when  so  desired  by  the  purchaser  ? 
The  fact  is  that  the  lead  and  needle,  being  made 
of  much  stronger  materials  and  subject  to  far 
less  wear  and  tear  than  the  flight  (the  latter 
being  often  employed  without  either  of  the 
two  former),  will  outlast  a  dozen  flights,  and  if 
one  has  to  buy  a  whole  new  “  combination  tackle  ” 
every  time  a  flight  is  damaged,  broken,  or  lost, 
one  gets  a  large  collection  of  surplus  leads  and 
needles  in  time. 

This  condition  of  things  induces  a  tendency  to 
press  other  flights  into  the  combination,  by  bind¬ 
ing  a  gut  or  gimp  loop  on  to  the  lowest  triangle, 
so  as  to  avoid  having  surplus  leads  referred  to  ; 
but  of  course  the  correct  flight  is  to  be  preferred 
if  it  can  be  obtained  separately. 

Can  they  be  had  made  of  the  finest  size  of 
Warner’s  patent  gimp,  which  is  better  in  every 
way  than  the  old  kind  of  gimp  ?— I  am,  &c., 

Aqueous. 


GIANT  PIKE. 

Sir, —  Your  correspondent,  M.  W.  Thorne, 
thinks  that  “  the  oldest  authorities  are  correct 
in  placing  the  maximum  weight  of  the  luce  at 
351b.”  Personally  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  do 
run  to  401b.  or  501b.  I  believe  there  were  one  or 
two  of  401b.  weight  (reputed)  stuffed  at  the 
Fisheries.  Again  Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Galway,  lectur¬ 
ing  on  “  Sport  ”  some  time  ago,  stated  that  he  had 
taken  a  pike  of  401b.  from  some  Irish  lough  ;  and 
in  Buckland’s  “  Curiosities  of  Natural  History  ” 
mention  is  made  of  a  pike  picked  up  dead  by 
“  Martin,  water  bailiff  at  Maam,  at  the  head  of 
Lough  Corrib,”  whose  length  was  5ft.  8in.  Working 
this  out  on  your  correspondent’s  law  of  similar 
solids,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  he  weighed 
about  1121b.  Working  it  out  by  the  rule  given  by 


Mr.  M.  W.  Thorne,  the  weight  arrived  at  is  1011b. 
I  don’t  suppose  either  method  could  be  absolutely 
relied  on,  but  still  the  result  would  be  near  enough 
the  truth  to  shew  that  if  the  length  is  correct  be 
must  have  been  a  fish  beside  which  Jardine’s  are 
mere  midgets.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
the  largest  “  authentic  ”  pike  taken  in  Great 
Britain.  Will  not  “  Giant  ”  give  us  some  in¬ 
formation  ? — Yours  very  truly,  Blatherwycke. 

P.S. — Buckland,  in  “  Curiosities  of  Natural  His¬ 
tory,”  mentions  another  pike,  as  follows  :  — “  On 
the  steamer  which  runs  from  Galway  to  Cong,  a 
gentleman  told  me  that  a  man  had  caught  a.  pike 
in  Lough  Cong  which  he  himself  had  seen  weighed 
in  the  scales,  and  it  turned  the  beam  at  47lb.” 

[We  have  no  doubt  pike  over  501b.  have  been 
killed,  and  believe  fish  over  that  weight  consider¬ 
ably  are  to  be  caught  in  some  waters  of  Europe. 
— Ed.]  _ 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir,— My  wife  and  self  intend  paying  a  visit  to 
Ireland  for  about  six  weeks  in  April  and  May, 
and  would  be  glad  if  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  let  me  know  where  we  could  get 
some  first-class  trout  fishing,  free  or  otherwise  ; 
and  also  really  good  accommodation,  either  hotel 
or  apartments.  The  North  of  Ireland  preferred. — 
I  am,  &c.,  H.  Appleyard. 

330,  Oxford-road,  Manchester. 


ACCIDENT  TO  THE  “DUKE.” 

Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  say  our  delightful,  charm¬ 
ing,  and  gentlemanly  friend,  the  “  Duke,”  has  met 
with  an  accident.  He  went  jacking  with  two 
friends  in  a  boat  the  other  day  and  caught  a  pike 
12|lb.  in  weight.  This  was  such  an  unusual 
occurrence  with  him  that  the  result  was  they  un¬ 
fortunately  broached  the  whiskey,  and  not  such 
a  very  long  period  had  elapsed  before — I  can 
scarcely  believe  it— the  “  Duke  ”  fell  overboard. 
Poor  “Duke”!  If  a  bomb  had  fallen  into  the 
boat  his  friends  could  not  ba'e  been  more 
surprised.  They  had  a  terrible  job  to  get  him 
into  the  boat.  Height,  over  six  feet,  age,  over 
sixty,  and  consequently  limp,  recollect;  they 
nearly  had  the  boat  over.  After  rubbing  his 
head,' legs,  and  chest  with  some  of  the  stuff  he 
soon  came  round,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  say 
how  far  he  walked  after  the  operation.  He  said 
it  did  him  a  world  of  good,  poor  fellow.  Singular 
to  relate,  the  fine  old  sportsman  never  caught 
cold.  Years  and  discretion  should  go  hand  in  hand 
surely.  Hoping  this  will  be  a  lesson  to  him. — 
I  am,  &c.,  _  Mark. 

CRUEL ! 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  an  alteration  of  one  letter 
in  the  suggested  name  for  the  fishing  club  on  the 
Annan  would  be  a  great  improvement,  and  Annan- 
asses  would  be  very  appropriate  if  the  members 
are  as  silly  about  fish  as  my  husband  is. — 
Yours,  &c.,  An  Angler’s  Wife. 


FISHING  AT  BEXHILL. 

Dear  Sir,— As  a  former  resident  of  Bexhill,  and 
one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  above  place, 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  writer  of  the  article,  “  A 
Mild  Winter  Resort,”  in  your  paper  of  the  10th 
inst.,  whether  he  would  be  kind  enough  to  inform 
me  whereabouts  the  pike  fishing  is  which  he  refers 
to.  I  may  say  that  I  have  fished  in  nearly  every 
pond  and  stream  within  six  miles  of  the  village, 
but  excepting  at  the  stream  at  Pevensey  Sluice 
(which  your  correspondent  refers  to),  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  containing  pike. 

I  may  mention  that  the  trout  stream  at  Battle 
flows  through  Lord  Brassey’s  estate  to  Bopeep 
Station ;  the  former  being  strictly  private,  but 
leave  may  sometimes  be  obtained.  The  lower 
part  is  free,  and  contains  some  very  fair  roach  and 
a  few  eels.  Besides  these  streams,  there  are 
several  private  ponds  at  Buckholt  and  Worsham : 
the  former  belongs  to  Lord  Brassey  ;  the  latter 
(where  the  writer  lived  for  several  years)  is  a 
small  village  about  two  miles  from  Bexhill 
village,  but  leave  is  rarely  given  to  visitors.  These 
ponds  contain  tench,  carp,  perch,  eels,  &c.  I  quite 
agree  that  it  is  a  great  contrast  to  London  and 
several  sea-side  watering  places,  being  so  very 
quiet,  and  it  is  well  worth  a  \isit.  Any  other 
information  that  may  be  required  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  supply. — I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Bexhillian. 


RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  following  contributions: — Burton  Pisca- 
torials,  6s.;  Great  Northern  Brothers,  5s.;  Clap- 
ham  Junction  Angling  Club,  Second  Surrey  Ang¬ 
ling  Society,  and  the  Woolwich  Brothers,  2s.  6d. 
each ;  also  from  Dr.  Brunton,  Messrs.  H.  Ellis, 
W.  H.  Ellis,  H.  L.  Foster,  Flood  and  Field ,  J.H.W., 
R.  F.  Lines,  Alfred  Mackrill,  George  Newson  and 
J.  R.  Richardson  (Kingston.)  It  is  a  gratifying 
circumstance  in  connection  with  this  appeal  that 
twenty  angling  clubs  have  responded,  and  I  have 
never  had  more  than  half-a-dozen  on  previous 
occasions.  The  dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  close  to  Hampton  Court  Station,  on 
Friday  evening  next,  January  30th,  at  six  o’clock 
sharp,  and  any  visitors  requiring  tickets,  at  5s. 
each,  should  make  early  application.  Mr.  F.  D. 
Dixon  Hartland,  M.P.,  and  others  have  already 
expressed  their  intention  of  being  present  on  the 
occasion. — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Brougham,  sec. 

Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 

THE  “  CLUB-TAILED  ”  WEASEL. 

Sir, — I  owe  Dr.  Hamilton  an  apology  for  not 
having  sooner  noticed  his  suggestion  as  regards 
this  animal.  Let  me  now  assure  him  that  it  is 
not  a  stoat,  a  much  larger  and  more  powerful 
quadruped,  well  known  to  me  from  my  boyhood, 
with  whose  black-tufted  tail  the  heralds  and 
furriers  have  long  made  us  familiar.  The  “  club- 
tail,”  whether  a  variety  or  a  “  sport  ’’ — and  Dr. 
Hamilton’s  authority  would  rather  lead  me  to 
suspect  the  latter — is,  unless  my  memory  strangely 
misleads  me,  a  weasel  of  the  ordinary  size  and 
colour,  and  differing  in  shape  only  through  having 
a  short-haired,  reddish-brown  tuft  at  the  end  of 
its  tail. — I  am,  &c., _  F. 

RECIPE  FOR  MAKING  SALMON  ROE 
BAIT  WANTED! 

Sir, — Would  you  kindly  give  me  a  brief  out¬ 
line  in  your  next  issue  of  the  way  salmon  roe  is 
preserved  (if  preserved  at  all)  for  the  purpose  of 
trout  poaching  ;  also  the  method  of  fishing  it  for 
trout  ?  I  am  preparing  a  treatise  on  trout  poach¬ 
ing  and  am  not  well  posted  on  this  particular 
branch  of  it. — Yours  faithfully,  T. 

[We  hardly  know  whether  to  take  it  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  or  not  that  “T.”  should  suppose  we  are 
better  posted  in  this  branch  of  trout  poaching 
than  he  is,  but  regret  this  is  all  the  information  we 
can  give  him. — Ed  ]  _ 

BISHOPS  AND  FISHING. 

Sir, — Your  story  of  Bishop  Hooker  and  his  fish¬ 
ing  poem  reminds  me  of  the  one  told  of  Bishop 
Magee  and  his  fishing  pun,  which  possibly  most 
of  your  readers  have  not  heard.  It  is  a  true  story, 
for  about  eight  years  ago  the  bishop  and  I  were 
to  have  gone  for  a  day’s  fishing  on  the  late  Gene¬ 
ral  Goodlake’s  water  on  the  Colne  (Denham 
Fishery),  and  it  was  then  I  asked  if  this  story  was 
true,  that,  trying  to  assuage  the  angered  mind  of 
one  of  his  clergy,  his  lordship  said  to  the  reverend 
gentleman,  who  had  a  trout  stream  running 
through  his  parish,  “  I  tell  you  what  it  is — any 
day  I  will  change  my  see  for  your  river.”  The 
graphic  answer  to  me  was,  “  I  think  I  was  guilty 
of  it.” 

May  I  cap  this  by  suggesting  that  our  most 
worthy  bishop,  besides  being  a  fisherman,  must 
be  a  very  profound  engineer,  for  has  he  not  thrown 
an  arch  over  his  sea  ? 

Would  not,  Sir,  the  Flyfishers’  Club  be  securing 
for  themselves  a  great  honour  by  electing  the 
Archbishop  of  York  an  honorary  member  ?  Who 
knows  that  he  might  not  from  the  chair  be  hold¬ 
ing  us  all  entranced  at  the  next  annual  dinner? — 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Pugin  Thornton. 

[A  most  excellent  idea  — Ed.] 


The  Frost. — A  Fact. — An  angling  acquaintance 
of  ours  was  recently  advised  by  his  dentist  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  new  set  of  false  teeth,  which  he  did,  the 
dentist  telling  him  at  the  same  time  to  take  the 
teeth  out  at  night,  and  place  them  in  cold  water. 
When  our  friend  arose  the  other  morning  the 
water  in  which  he  had  placed  his  “  ivories  ”  was 
frozen,  and  he  had  to  wait  until  the  ice  gradually 
thawed  before  he  could  complete  his  toilet  and 
proceed  to  the  city. 


January  24.  1891.] 
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In  jtttmoriant. 

THOMAS  THORBURN. 

A  good  man  and  a  kind,  and  a  really  good  fisher¬ 
man,  has  gone  to  his  rest.  Thomas  Thorburn, 
of  Liverpool,  the  fourth  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Thorburn,  Minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Inverness,  was  an  able  and  very  success¬ 
ful  man  in  life ;  but  on  this  part  of  his  career 
I  shall  not  dwell  unduly  in  the  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  of  the  kind  friend,  the 
genial  comrade,  and  the  generous  lessee  of  good 
fishings  on  the  Cumberland  Eden  aud  the  his¬ 
torical  Tweed  that  I  propose  to  dwell. 

Never  was  a  fishermau  keener,  never  was  man 
more  gifted  with  untiring  patience  and  steady 
perseverance  under  adverse  circumstances  than 
he.  When  he  rented  The  College,  Kirkoswald, 
Cumberland,  I  have  seen  him  sally  forth,  day 
after  day,  when  salmon  were  scarce  or  “  dour,” 
he  and  his  Highland  gamekeeper,  and  when  you 
met  him  on  the  way  home,  after  a  blank  day, 
his  cheery  voice  had  lost  none  of  its  hearty 
ring.  Next  morning  he  was  just  as 
keen  as  ever,  and  so  on  for  days  in  suc¬ 
cession,  for  the  Eden  salmon  above  the 
Falls  of  Armatliwaite,  for  some  unknown 
reason,  are  hard  to  rise  till  the  season  is 
well  advanced,  and  even  then  the  number 
of  fish  to  be  seen  in  the  river  are  very 
much  at  variance  with  the  quantity  taken 
by  the  rod.  It  was  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  that  I  have  seen  my  friend  at  his 
best.  “  What  a  good  fellow  Thorburn  is  !” 
was  no  uncommon  remark. 

He  was  almost  too  generous  in  giving 
permission  to  fish  to  friends.  I  remember 
once  coming  homewards  a  wee  bit  dis¬ 
appointed,  when  up  came  Thorburn  (with 
the  gamekeeper)  also  “clean.”  A  storm 
had  brought  the  Raven  (a  tributary) 
down,  and  it  was  very  rapidly  adding  to 
the  bulk  of  water  in  the  Eden.  “  Come 
along,”  he  sang  out  to  me  ;  “in  you  go,” 
pointing  to  the  boat.  “  Now,  Dugald,  we 
will  put  him  over  that  sunken  rock,  and 
perhaps  a  fish  may  be  on  the  move.’’  He 
guided  me  with  his  practical  knowledge 
where  to  “  hang  ”  the  fly,  and  sure  enough 
I  hooked  and  killed  a  very  nice  fish  of 
101b.,  which  he  forced  me  to  take  as  I  was 
returning  home  next  day  with  me.  Then 
he,  who  for  days  had  not  killed  a  fish,  was 
radiant  with  delight,  for  this  was  his 
nature.  He  was  unselfish,  and  seemed 
ever  to  rejoice  at  the  good  fortune  of  his 
friends,  even  if  he  himself  was  not  in  luck. 
Jealousy,  hatred,  and  all  uncharitable¬ 
ness  had  no  abiding  place  in  his  honest, 
manly  bosom. 

If  he  had  anything  to  say  he  said  it 
to  one’s  face.  There  was  no  mistaking 
what  he  meant — out  it  came ;  but,  having 
said  his  say,  the  genial  smile  was  once 
more  on  his  face.  He  was  one  of  the  best- 
tempered  and  most  kindly  dispositioned 
men  I  ever  met,  with  very  strong  convic¬ 
tions.  Also,  his  humour  was  apparent  to 
all  who  knew  him  well,  “within  the  limits 
becoming  mirth,”  always. 

I  quote,  with  a  sad  beating  in  my  heart,  from  a 
letter  he  wrote  to  me,  which  was  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette ,  with  several  others  of  a  like  nature, 
after  1  had  written  my  paper,  “  Landing  Trout  in 
Mid-Stream  Made  Easy.”  “  I  was  not  fishing,” 
he  wrote,  “  but  sitting  down  watching  you  as  you 
fished  up-stream  with  the  clear  water  worm.  You 
basketed  about  a  dozen,  mostly  good  Eden  trout, 
whilst  I  sat  there,  and  the  way  in  which,  whilst 
wading  up-stream,  you  got  rid  of  rod  and  landing- 
net,  and  used  both  hands  freely  to  kill  and  creel  your 
trout,  has  left  a  permanent  impression  on  my 
mind.” 

There  spoke  the  generous  man  !  As  a  fisher  he 
was  hard  to  beat,  whether  for  salmon  or  for  trout, 
but  as  a  generous  unselfish  man  he  had  few  equals 
and  no  superior. 

All  honour  to  his  memory !  At  the  foot  of  his  own 
table  he  was  a  delightful  host,  particularly  when 
he  met  with  kindred  spirits,  and  the  talk  was 
of  fishing  or  shooting.  I  have  not  seen  him  for 
some  years,  but  he  kept  writing  from  Abbotsford 
on  the  Tweed,  offering  me  a  fortnight’s  hospitality 
and  salmon  fishing  during  the  best  of  the  season. 


Many  were  the  allurements  he  held  out,  but  duty, 
at  that  season  of  the  year,  always  stood  in  the  way 
of  inclination. 

He  was  not  fond  of  letter  writing,  but  wo  had, 
somehow,  a  good  deal  of  correspondence,  and  I 
much  regret  that  I  have  none  of  his  letters  by  me 
now,  save  the  one  (in  print)  I  have  just  quoted. 
That  we  got  closer  friends  than  ever  during  our 
correspondence  is  certain.  The  more  one  knew 
and  understood,  the  more  one  loved  Thorburn. 
Only  to  day  I  hare  a  letter  from  my  old  friend, 
Mr  Forrest,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  of  Kelso  fame, 
whose  rods  I  have  so  frequently  written  up  in 
F.  Q.,  and  which  did  such  grand  work  in  the  fly¬ 
casting  tournament. 

He  writes  : — “  I  quite  agree  with  every  word 
you  have  written  about  Mr.  Thorburn.  He  was 
exceedingly  kind  to  me.  When  he  gave  me  a  day 
on  the  Boldside  water  (on  the  Tweed),  he  gave 
me  the  boat,  and  himself  fished  such  places  as  he 
could  from  the  side.  Unfortunately  the  Tweed 
came  down,  and  spoiled  the  chance  of  sport ;  but 
although  there  was  only  one  more  week’s  fishing, 


■U-Kj! 


(I  own  to  it  now  sorrowfully).  He,  as  usual,  cheery, 
working  away  like  a  horse,  and  never  idle  a 
moment. 

He  had  a  seizure  in  June,  apparently  of  an 
apoplectic  nature,  with  subsequent  paralysis  and 
loss  of  speech  and  memory,  from  which,  though  he 
rallied  for  a  time,  he  gradually  sank,  mourned  by  his 
widow  and  children,  to  whom  the  loss  of  such  a 
husband  and  father  can  be  only  dimly  imagined. 
Much  sympathy  is  felt  for  them.  I  can  only  add, 
in  conclusion,  my  opinion  that  the  world  would  bo 
indeed  a  happy  world  were  there  more  men  of  his 
stamp  about. 

As  a  fisherman  he  was  absolutely  reliable — 
you  could  simply  depend  on  whatever  he  told 
you. 

In  a  short  obituary  notice  which  lies  before  me 
the  writer  says  that  he  died  “  at  his  residence, 
Overdale,  Oxton,  Birkenhead,  on  the  27th  Novem¬ 
ber.” 

“  Atlas,”  in  the  World,  writes: — “I  regret  to 
notice  the  somewhat  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Thor¬ 
burn,  who  rented  Abbotsford  for  two  years  ”  (or 
three  ?). 

“  Mr.  Thorburn  was  only  fifty,  and 
during  a  commercial  career  in  Liverpool 
for  thirty  years  was  much  esteemed  for 
his  ability,  courage,  and  perfect  rectitude. 
He  was  an  excellent  shot,  a  keen  salmon 
and  trout  fisher ;  and  his  name  was  very 
familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Field,”  &c. 

He  was  interred  at  Heswall,  Cheshire, 
his  old  and  valued  friend,  the  Rev.  Canon 
Ransome,  officiating. 

We  can  ill  spare  such  men,  but  when 
they  die,  their  example  lives  on.  Fare¬ 
well,  then,  to  one  of  the  truest  men  and 
one  of  the  best  anglers  I  have  ever 
known.  E.  M.  Tod. 
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he  wanted  me  to  come  up  for  another  day,  when 
he  had  already  apportioned  out  as  far  as  he  could 
the  days  to  his  personal  friends.” 

This  I  read  without  the  smallest  surprise.  It 
was  the  man  all  over.  And  yet  Mr.  Forrest  was  a 
comparative  stranger  to  him,  and  was  known  to 
him  through  my  introduction,  as  he  much  needed  a 
new  salmon  rod  when  he  went  to  the  Tweed  from 
the  Eden.  He  knew  that  I  had  known  Mr.  Forrest 
for  thirty  years  and  more,  and  that  was  enough  for 
him.  He  was  also  a  discriminating  man,  and 
could  say  “  No  ”  firmly  when  occasion  served.  I 
have  no  time  to  enlarge  upon  his  capabilities  as  a 
sportsman  ;  but  I  once  remember  going  out  in 
the  boat  with  him,  above  the  bridge  at 
Kirkoswald,  and  the  licking  that  dear  fellow 
gave  me  that  day  with  the  fly,  is  something 
to  recall.  It  is  true  that  Dugald  knew  exactly 
how  to  place  the  boat  for  his  master  (whom 
he  loved  and  respected),  and  it  is  also  true  that  t 
did  not  understand  the  knack  by  which  he  cap¬ 
tured  trout  after  trout  as  he  threw  his  fly  close  to 
the  bushes  on  the  far  side.  Enough  to  say  he 
made  me  bite  the  dust  severely. 

Ah !  how  should  I  love  another  such  licking  at 
his  hands  now,  and  yet  I  was  mortified  that  day 


THE  THURSO. 

FISHERY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Thurso  watchers  and  gillies  were 
liberally  treated  in  the  Ulster  Arms 
Hotel,  Halkirk,  on  the  evening  of  Monday, 
the  12th  inst.  (old  New  Year’s  Day).  Mr. 
Archibald  Harper,  superintendent,  occu¬ 
pied  the  chair.  He  said  :  “  It  is  through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Murdoch,  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  who  has  written  me  to  give  you  this 
treat  at  his  expense,  that  we  are  met 
here  to-night.  (Applause.)  Most  of  you 
will  remember  that  last  year  the  same 
gentleman  treated  us  in  a  similar  manner 
in  this  room,  when  we  spent  a  most  en¬ 
joyable  evening,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
will  spend  a  pleasant  evening  to-night. 
(Applause.)  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Mr.  Murdoch,  but  we  have  been 
corresponding  for  about  three  years.  He 
is  a  prince  among  anglers,  and  his  writings 
on  piscatorial  subjects  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  have  given  him  a  world-wide 
reputation.  He  is  not  one  of  those  writers 
on  angling  matters  who  “  draw  the  long 
bow,”  or  pen  their  subjects  from  hearsay  ; 
he  is  a  practical  man,  and  writes  nothing  but  on 
most  reliable  authority — viz.,  occular  demonstra¬ 
tion.  I  read  with  great  interest  in  F.  G.  an  account 
of  his  “  Angling  Tour  in  the  Northern  Highlands,” 
last  summer.  I  hope  he  will  pay  a  visit  to  Caith¬ 
ness  by-and-by,  when  I  am  sure  there  are  none 
present  who  will  not  be  glad  to  give  him  a  hearty 
welcome  and  any  information  he  may  require. 
(Applause.)  I  wish  you  now  to  drink  Mr.  Mur¬ 
doch’s  health,  and  give  three  hearty  cheers.”  The 
toast  was  heartily  responded  to. 

Referring  to  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  chair¬ 
man  said  Since  we  met  last  year  the  river 
has  been  let  on  lease  for  a  long  term  of  years 
to  the  old  anglers— some  of  them  have  fished  the 
Thurso  for  more  than  twenty  years.  They  are 
thorough  sportsmen,  and  their  aim  is  to  improve 
the  river  for  sporting  purposes,  and  they  have 
gone  the  right  way  about  it,  by  buying  up  the 
right  of  netting  at  the  river  mouth.  Of  late  years, 
sport  on  this  once  famous  river  has  been  steadily 
decreasing,  especially  in  the  spring  months.  Other 
rivers  have  a  similar  complaint  to  make,  and  I 
quite  agree  with  Mr.  Murdoch  and  others  that  too 
much  netting  in  the  sea  is  the  cause  of  the  falling 
off  of  early  fish  in  the  rivers.  The  anglers  who 
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have  taken  this  river  have  determined  to  keep 
the  nets  off  till  the  river  retrieves  its  former  re¬ 
putation.  (Applause.)  They  are  not  to  allow 
any  angling  this  year  till  the  1st  of  February,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  11th”  of  January,  and  only  six  rods 
instead  of  eight,  as  formerly.  The  gillies  who 
were  in  Sir  Tollemache’s  service  are  all  engaged 
by  the  lessee,  and  so  are  the  permanent  watchers. 
The  spring  season  will  now,  under  the  new  agree¬ 
ment,  end  on  the  30th  of  June,  instead  of  the 
31st  of  May,  as  formerly.  The  new  salmon 
hatchery,  lately  finished,  will  hatch  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  ova,  and  it  will  be  in  operation 
next  year.  Taking  these  improvements  into  ac¬ 
count,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we 
shall  see  a  repetition  of  the  old  scenes  on  Loch- 
more — viz  ,  twenty-one  salmon  to  one  rod  in  one 
day  ;  landing  two  at  one  time,  &c.  (Applause.) 
The  prospects  for  this  spring  are  good,  owing  to 
the  nets  having  been  taken  off  the  river  mouth 
last  year  ;  we  have  also  had  an  open  winter  and 
plenty  of  water  to  bring  fish  up  from  the  sea. 
The  new  harbour  in  course  of  erection  at  the 
river  mouth  will,  I  think,  facilitate  the  ascent  of 
salmon  into  the  river,  by  doing  away  with  the 
barrier  of  stones  and  rubbish  which  accumulated 
there.  It  is  a  •  matter  of  regret  that  there  are 
still  so  many  nets  belonging  to  the  other  proprie¬ 
tors  in  the  bay  at  Thurso ;  they  have  no  river  there 
where  salmon  can  spawn,  so  it  is  the  salmon  which 
are  bred  in  this  river  that  they  have  to  depend 
on.  I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  soon  see  an 
extended  weekly  close  time  for  all  salmon  netting. 
(Applause.) 

Alexander  Harper  proposed  the  health  of  the 
anglers  who  had  taken  a  lease  of  the  river,  and 
hoped  all  hands  would  work  harmoniously  to¬ 
gether  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  in  view — 
viz.,  the  improvement  of  the  river  for  sporting 
purposes.  (Applause.) 

William  Miller  proposed  success  to  the  artificial 
breeding  of  fish,  and  pointed  out  the  benefits 
which  had  been  derived  from  it  in  other  places, 
and  why  not  in  the  Thurso.  (Applause.) 

John  Manson,  D.  Sutherland,  John  Sinclair, 
and  others  spoke  and  proposed  piscatorial  toasts, 
which  were  all  heartily  responded  to.  The 
evening  was  pleasingly  enlivened  by  selections 
on  the  violin,  and  some  bagpipe  music  by  “  Old 
Donald.”  The  chairman  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Murdoch  for  the  kind  manner  in 
which  he  had  treated  them.  (Applause.)  Other 
votes  of  thanks,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  brought  a  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

big  pike  season.  Big  pike  are  as  dear  to  us  angling 
scribes  at  this  time  of  year  as  are  phenomenal 
gooseberries  to  the  London  editors  in  the  silly 
season.  In  fact,  in  one  respect  they  are  like  our 
nether  garments — it  is  so  hard  to  say  what  we 
should  do  without  them. 


Maltoraaita 

I  suppose  we  are  now  within  measurable  dis¬ 
tance  of  some  fishing.  The  thaw,  which  com¬ 
menced  on  Tuesday  morning,  accompanied  by  soft 
breezes,  varying  from  south  to  west,  caused  a 
rapid  dissolution  of  the  snow,  and  in  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom  there  was  such  a  downfall  of  rain 
at  night  that  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  it 
began  to  freeze  again,  the  earth’s  white  cover¬ 
ing  had  almost  disappeared. 

That  return  of  the  frost  must  have  been  a 
matter  of  concern  to  those  editors  of  dailies  who 
on  Wednesday  morning  had  leading  articles  on 
the  long-looked-for  thaw  which  had  at  last  set  in. 
It  was  almost  as  bad  as  writing  the  theatrical 
criticism  before  the  play  is  produced  and  publish¬ 
ing  it  in  ignorance  that  the  first  walking  gentle¬ 
man  has  been  suddenly  seized  with  an  attack  of 
the  influenza,  and  that  the  first  night  has  been 
postponed  in  consequence.  Fortunately  the  clerk 
of  the  weather  is  not  given  to  bringing  libel 
actions,  even  when  wrongly  accused,  as  lie  was 
in  the  Times  on  Wednesday,  of  having  brought 
about  “  a  decided  thaw,”  which  had  been  hailed 
with  “  a  degree  of  satisfaction  rarely  evoked  by  a 
jneteorological  change.” 

The  snow  having  disappeared — a  remark,  by 
the  way,  as  certain  to  bring  about  a  heavy  fall 
while  the  paper  is  in  the  press  as  the  carrying  of 
an  umbrella  will  ensure  the  heavens  smiling— we 
may  reasonably  expect  to  catoh  a  few  fish  when 
the  icebergs  have  been  carried  down  rivers  iuto  tho 
sea.  About  this  time  of  year  the  reports  of  pike 
fishing  generally  get  interesting ;  indeed  we  may 
he  said  to  be  almost  at  the  commencement  of  the 


The  salmon  fishing  season  of  1891  is  in  its 
infancy,  trout  fishing  is,  or  should  be,  nil ,  angling 
for  the  smaller  kinds  of  coarse  fish  is  all  but  at  a 
standstill,  and  only  carried  on  by  a  small  band  of 
heroes;  therefore,  my  pike-fishing  friends,  give  us  a 
monster  “  at  your  earliest  convenience,”  as  duns 
(not  olive,  but  sometimes  green-looking)  are  so 
fond  of  saying.  Unless  you  come  to  our  assistance 
with  a  gigantic  pike,  caught  on  the  finest  of  tackle 
and  in  the  face  of  difficulties  which  would  daunt 
any  but  the  most  experienced  angler,,  our  pens 
may  grow  rusty  just  now.  Let  the  mighty  fish 
break  through  the  bottom  of  the  landing-net  ;  let 
him  seize  your  own  and  your  friend’s  baits ;  let 
him  play,  the  line  being  through  the  bottom  of  the 
landing-net  the  while,  like  a  fish  possessed  of  a 
devil  for  at  least  one  hour,  adding  minutes  and  a 
few  seconds  for  the  sake  of  accuracy ;  let  him 
wrench  the  gaff  out  of  your  attendant’s  hands  and 
turn  round  and  snap  off  the  handle ;  let  him 
finally  be  landed  with  the  assistance  of  a  traction 
engine  ;  let  a  volume  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the 
year  1890  be  found  in  his  capacious  stomach  ;  and 
finally  be  careful  to  lose  him  on  the  way  to  the  fish 
stuffer.  You  may  then  put  his  weight  at  anything 
between  401b.  and  501b.,  but  having  once  fixed  it 
and  made  it  public,  be  careful  not  to  vary  it  on 
any  future  occasion.  In  other  words,  have  the 
proverbially  necessary  good  memory. 

No  one  is  more  heartily  glad  than  myself  to  see 
the  success  of  the  movement  which  is  being 
carried  on  to  induce  working  men  anglers  to  give 
up  gross  weight  competitions  for  prizes.  There 
are  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  subject,  and  it  is 
not  easy  to  say  which  is  the  proper  one.  There 
are  a  number  of  men  who  probably  would  not  fish 
at  all,  at  any  rate,  in  the  first  place,  without  the 
excitement  of  a  contest  with  other  anglers  for 
prizes  ;  and  where  the  fish  caught  are  only  a  few 
miserable  roach,  as  in  the  waters  near  many  large 
manufacturing  towns,  angling  for  specimen  fish 
is  almost  out  of  the  question.  Now  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  men  of  what  are  often  called  the  work¬ 
ing  classes  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  by  the 
river  side.  Both  mentally  and  physically  they  are 
the  better  for  it,  and  anything  not  in  itself  bad 
which  helps  to  make  fishermen  of  them  should 
surely  be  encouraged. 

But  there  is  another  point  of  view  from  which 
this  subject  should  be  looked  at.  If  every  fisher¬ 
man  takes  all  the  fish  he  can  catch,  however  small 
they  may  be,  the  day  caunot  be  far  distant  when, 
in  public  waters  at  any  rate,  there  will  be  no  fish 
whatever  to  catch.  I  frequently  read  of  angling 
contests  in  which  prizes  are  taken  with  less  than 
2oz.  of  fish,  and  it  is  au  admitted  fact  that  the 
smallest  roach  and  other  fish  are  killed. only  for 
the  purpose  of  being  weighed  in.  It  is  also  a 
matter  for  much  regret  that  the  gambling  spirit 
is  so  rampant  at  some  angling  competitions.  At 
one  not  long  since,  “  old”  So-and-so,  “  the  noted 
bookmaker,”  was  present,  and  “did  a  brisk 
trade.”  Of  course,  only  a  moral  force  can  be  ex¬ 
erted  to  check  such  practices  as  the  one  I  have 
just  instanced,  and  I  must  confess  had  I  read  that 
“  the  noted  bookmaker  ”  was  ducked  in  the  river, 
I  should  have  been  less  surprised  than  I  was  to 
find  that  he  did  “  a  brisk  trade.”  Betting  always 
has  been  and  always  will  be,  and  there  are  many 
respectable  bookmakers  without  doubt,  but  for 
heaven’s  sake  let  us  keep  them  away  from  the 
river  side,  unless  they  like  to  come  with  rod  in 
hand  and  leave  their  pocket  books  at  home. 


almost  any  angler  not  fishing  for  a  prize  would 
have  put  the  bulk  of  them  back  into  the  river. 
Unfortunately  for  the  Thames,  the  lucky  anglers 
belonged  to  a  club,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the 
fish  should  be  taken  to  the  club-room  and  weighed 
in.  So  all  had  to  be  killed,  and  these  splendid 
barbel  were  practically  wasted.  Templar. 


SEA  FISHING. 

By  M.  M. 


On  the  whole  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the 
evils  of  gross  weight  competitions  might  be  best 
met  by  having  in  all  public  or  club  waters  proper 
standards  of  size,  beneath  which  no  fish  may  be 
taken  under  a  penalty.  Anglers  of  the.  better 
class,  under  the  influence  of  public  opinion  and 
their  own  common-sense,  are,  I  think,  likely  to 
give  up  these  competitions  in  the  course  of  a  year 
or  two,  those  who  wish  for  prizes  weighing  iu 
specimen  fish  only.  I  remember  once  reading  of 
an  extraordinary  take  of  barbel,  made  I  think  at 
Walton.  The  fish  were  no  good  as  food,  and 
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HANDLINING — (Continued). 

Hooks. — However  good  all  one’s  lines,  traces, 
and  so  forth  may  be ;  however  carefully  they 
might  have  been  fitted  up;  unless  the  hooks  are  good, 
disappointment  is  sure  to  ensue.  Too  much  im¬ 
portance  cannot  be  attached  by  the  fisherman,  to 
his  hooks — to  him  they  are  what  the  mainspring 
is  to  a  clock,  or  the  slide  valve  to  the  stea,m 
engine.  The  whole  art  of  hook  fishing  has  for  its 
object,  first,  to  hook,  and  secondly,  to  hold  the 
fish.  The  first  element  is  not  of  much  use  with¬ 
out  the  second  being  present.  The  patterns  of 
hooks  used  on  our  coasts  vary  with  the  locality, 
the  fishermen  at  one  station  preferring  a  hook 
which  would  be  scouted  by  their  brethren  on 
another  part  of  the  coast.  Fishermen  are  pre¬ 
eminently  a  conservative  race ;  they  adhere  to 
old  styles  and  old  patterns,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  their  forefathers  adopted  them.  One  cannot, 
after  all,  help  feeling  a  certain  admiration  for 
this  childlike  faith  and  simplicity,  especially  in 
these  horribly  Radical  days.  ‘‘It  did  for  they, 
and  it  will  do  for  ive,"  I  have  been  indignantly 
told,  when  advocating  some  slight  departure  from 
some  time-honoured  but  antiquated  style  of  gear. 

Bends. — There  are  about  a  half -hundred 
different  “bends”  in  hooks,  some  good,  some 
bad,  some  indifferent.  To  the  uninit'ated  I  may 
repeat  that  a  very  little  difference  in  the  shape 
of  the  hook  makes  a  vast  alteration  in  its  hooking 
powers.  I  hold  that  hooks  should  be  long  in  the 
shank,  stout  (not  too  stout,  but  just  stout  enough) 
iu  the  wire,  and  not  too  wide  or  open  at  the  bend. 
The  bends  most  in  vogue  in  sea  hooks  are  the 
Exeter  or  round  bend,  the  Kirby,  the  Walker,  and 
the  Limerick.  To  my  mind  it  is  a  great  pity  that 
all  these  hooks  (in  addition  to  which  there  are  the 
Harwich,  the  Norway,  and  Aberdeen  hooks.,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  crowd  of  others)  are  not  similarly 
numbered.  Formerly,  all  sea  hooks  were  tinned 
to  prevent  rusting,  but  recently  j  ipanned  hooks 
have  come  much  into  use.  It  is  true  they  rust  more 
readily,  but  the  process  of  tinning  is  apt  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  temper  of  the  hook  as  well  as  to 
affect  the  penetrating  power  of  the  hook’s  point. 
Of  two  evils,  therefore,  choose  the  least. 

I  own  that  I  prefer,  for  hand-lining  and  deep 
sea  fishing  for  large  fish,  the  round  bend  used  in 
the  Exter  or  Walker’s  sea  hooks  ;  for  rod  fishing, 
or  for  hand-lining  or  whiffing  for  small  fish, 
especially  with  fine  tackle,  then  give  me  the 
Limerick  bend.  A  large  bend  is  not  necessary, 
but  a  sharp  point  is  very  essential,  and  if  for  this 
alone  then,  especially  in  a  small-sized  hook,  give 
me  a  “  good  old  ”  untinned  Limerick. 

Testing  Hooks. — And  now  a  word  of  caution. 
Always  test  fish  hooks  before  using  them— aye, 
and  not  only  the  hooks,  but  the  hook  links  too ! 
The  former  should  always  be  able  to  break  the 
latter  ;  a  bad  hook  or  a  weak  hook  link  are  dear 
at  any  price.  In  an  earlier  number  of  the  “  Sea 
Fishing  Notes  ”  I  gave  directions  for  testing  hooks," 
which,  in  the  hope  of  not  being  considered  guilty 
of  egotism — a  thing  I  personally  detest — by  so 
doing,  I  will  here  comment  on.  A  hook  may  be 
easily  tested  by  pressing  the  point  into  some  piece 
of  soft  wood— a  piece  of  deal,  for  example— and 
pulling  it  (the  hook)  considerably  out  of  its  true 
shape.  If  it  keeps  its  new  position,  reject  it  aa 
being  too  soft,  for  it  is  worthless  ;  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  should  be  too  hard,  then  it  will  break. 
If,  however,  the  wire  springs  back  to  its  original 
position,  such  a  hook  may  be  used  with  confidence. 

Quality  of  Hooks. — Again,  if  the  hook  will  not 
break  the  snood  it  is  useless ;  the  snood  should 
not  break  the  hook  !  Really  I  do  not  know  of  any 
greater  curse  to  the  fisher— be  he  a  fresh-water 
or  a  salt  water  angler— :than  a  parcel  of  bad 
hooks.  Whan  au  iucentivo  to  profanity  !  and  yet 
I  doubt  not  that  the  recording  angel  on  such  an 
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occasion  would  turn  a  deaf  ear.  I  used  to  find  in 
bygone  days  that  the  Irish  were  far  before  the 
Euglish  in  the  art  of  hook  making;  either  our  own 
workmen  did  not  understand  the  art  of  tempering 
or  even  of  the  formation  of  hooks,  or  else  they 
wouldn’t  trouble  to  take  sufficient  pains  in  the  j 
manufacture.  Now  it  is  different ;  but  yet  how 
often  does  oue  come  across  hooks  both  ill-shaped 
and  badly  tempered  ! 

It  is  strange  that,  when  so  much  of  an  angler’s 
pleasure  and  success  depends  upon  the  quality 
of  his  hooks,  that  greater  attention  is  not 
bestowed  on  their  manufacture.  The  art  of 
forming  and  the  process  of  tempering  them 
appears  simple  enough,  and  that  little  difficulty  ! 
is  required  to  attain  it  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  many  Irish  and  Scotch  fishermen  make 
their  own  hooks.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
consider  hook  making  to  be  a  necessary  accom¬ 
plishment  for  the  fisherman  ;  no  doubt  it  is  useful 
at  times,  but  is  not  essential,  when  really  good 
hooks  may  be  had  where  the  fisherman  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  pay  a  fairly  good  price.  Such  makers 
as  Allcock,  Milward,  Hutchinson,  Addlington, 
O’Shaugnessy,  and  many  others  will  supply  a 
really  dependable  article  to  their  retail  dealers  if 
a  proper  price  be  paid. 

A — what  might  have  been  otherwise  good — 
day’s  fishing  may  easily  be  ruined  by  the  use  of 
indifferent  hooks ;  therefore,  as  a  word  to  the 
wise,  I  say  :  “  Always  buy  good  hooks,”  and  in  the 
words  of  some  advertisement  I  remember  having 
come  across,  “  When  you  ask  for  them  s^ethat  you 
get  them.”  I  have  always  been  well  served  in 
this  respect  when  in  the  west  country  by  Messrs. 
C.  and  R.  Brooks,  of  Plymouth. 

Scales ,  Variations  in. — It  seems  to  me  such  a 
pity  that  nearly  every  hook  maker  should  have 
a  different  scale  for  the  sizes  of  his  wares ;  or,  at 
least,  that  each  different  shape  of  bend  should  be 
differently  numbered.  An  attempt  has  been  made 
of  late  years  to  alter  this  somewhat,  by  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  “  new  scale,”  as  it  is  termed,  but  which 
is  far  from  being  universal ;  yet  as  a  little  guide, 
let  me  impress  on  my  readers’  memory  the  fol¬ 
lowing  list,  which  is  sufficiently  approximate  : — 


Stvle  of  Bend. 

Hook 

Numbers. 

Exeter  . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

U 

Limerick  . 

5/0 

40 

3/0 

20 

1/0 

1 

2 

New  Scale  . 

19 

18 

17 

18 

15 

14 

13 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  I  may  explain  that 
in  reading  the  above  table,  the  sizes  of  No.  8 
Exeter,  No.  5/0  Limerick,  and  No.  19  New  Scale 
are  almost  identical.  The  numbers  in  the  Kirby 
bend  are  much  about  the  same  as  the  Exeter 
numbers  What  a  pity  such  articles  cannot  be 
expressed  as  regards  their  dimensions  across  the 
bend  in  millimetres  or  decimals ! 

Sizes  of  Hooks. — The  sizes  of  hooks  to  be  used 
with  hand-line  gears  are  somewhere  about  as 
follows : — 


MESSRS.  J.  BERNARD  AND  SON’S  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  TACKLE. 

Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son,  of  3,  Church- 
place,  Piccadilly,  London,  are  well  prepared  to 
supply  salmon  and  trout  anglers  with  anything 
they  may  require  for  the  coming  season.  This 
old-established  house  has  an  exceptionally  fine 
lot  of  salmon  and  trout  rods  in  built-cane  and 
greenheart ;  and  the  angler  would  indeed  be  hard 
to  please  who  could  not  find  one  to  suit  him 
among  the  varied  and  extensive  stock.  As  good 
a  salmon  rod  as  one  could  wish  to  handle  is  their 
17ft.  or  18ft.  built  cane  at  nine  guineas;  well 
balanced,  plenty  of  power,  and  well  finished,  those 
anglers  who  still  stand  by  greenheart  as  the 
material  for  fly  rods  would  do  well  to  pay  a  visit 
to  this  firm.  Messrs.  Bernard  have  always  made 
a  speciality  of  greenheart  rods,  and  this  year  their 
efforts  in  this  direction  are  worthy  of  all  praise. 
Their  17ft.  or  18ft.  greenheart  salmon  rod, 
Bernard’s  patent  lock-fast  joints,  universal  winch 
fittings,  two  tops,  price  four  guineas,  is  good 
value.  Probably  one  of  the  very  best  rods  obtain¬ 
able  for  sea  trout  fishing  is  their  14ft.  or  15ft. 
greenheart  at  fifty-five  shillings. 

A  capital  trout  rod  is  their  10ft.  to  12ft.  built- 
cane  at  four  guineas  ;  and  the  greenheart  rods  of 
the  same  length  at  forty-five  shillings  are  good 
value.  Messrs.  Bernard  make  a  special  trout  rod 
in  greenheart  for  dry-fly  fishing,  price  fifty 
shillings ;  it  has  plenty  of  driving  power  in  the 
butt,  is  slightly  heavier  in  the  top  joint  than 
usual,  and  in  action  is  well  calculated  to  please 
even  the  most  particular  “  dry-flyer.” 

The  general  excellence  of  the  winches  made  by 
this  firm  needs  no  comment.  In  the  past  they 
have  won  golden  opinions  from  those  who  have 
used  them,  and  in  finish  and  perfection  of  manu¬ 
facture  they  are  as  good  as  ever.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  their  lines.  One  of  the  very  best  double 
taper  trout  lines  is  sold  by  Messrs.  Bernard  for 
ten  shillings.  Those  anglers  who  have  not  used 
these  lines  should  give  them  a  trial. 

No  man  ever  tied  a  better  salmon  fly  than  the 
late  Mr.  Bernard.  Many  amateur  fly-tyers  have 
to  thank  him  for  their  knowledge  of  the  art. 
Flies  tied  by  him  found  admirers  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  during  his  lifetime  so  many 
different  patterns  were  submitted  to  the  firm  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  ask  for  a  dressing  at  3, 
Church-place,  that  could  not  be  produced  at  once. 
It  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of  the  present  staff  of 
fly-dressers  that  the  reputation  of  the  late  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  establishment  remains  untarnished 
in  their  hands.  Messrs.  Bernard  are  favoured  in 
having  among  their  employees  one  of  the  best 
fly-dressers  living ;  and  Mr.  j.  Boyce,  the  courteous 
manager,  is  never  more  pleased  than  when  show¬ 
ing  these  artistic  productions.  One  of  the  largest 
stocks  of  salmon  flies  in  London  is  here,  and  the 
different  patterns  are  all  accurately  dressed. 
Special  note  should  be  made  of  an  exceptionally 
fine  lot  of  Eagles. 


Fish. 

Tinned  Exeter 
or  Kirby  Sea 
Bend. 

Tinned  Kirby 
(Whiting  Size). 

Rcdditcli  Scale, 
Kirkby  and 
Limerick  (River). 

New  Scale  Blued 
and  Japanned 
Hooks. 

Cod  (deep  sea) . 

1—4 

_ 

— 

— 

„  (shore)  . 

3-6 

— 

— 

*— 

Conger  (offing)  . 

1-3 

— 

— 

,  ,,  (shore) . 

3—5 

— 

— 

— 

Haddock . 

8-9 

— 

5/0,  4  0 

19,  18 

Whiting  (offing)  . 

9, 10 

1,  2 

4  0,  3/0 

18, 17 

„  (harbour) . 

10-12 

2,3 

3/0 — 10 

17 — 15 

Bass  (deep  sea)  . 

4-6 

— 

7'0,  6/0 

— 

„  (in-shorc) . 

8—10 

1,  2 

5, 0-3,0 

19—17 

John  Dory  . 

12 

4 

1  0 

15 

Mackerel  (deep  sea) . 

9,10 

1,2 

3  0 

17 

,,  (in-shorc) . 

11 

3 

2  0 

16 

Gurnard . 

10,  12 

2-4 

3/0— 1/0 

17—15 

Sole 

11—13 

3—5 

2/0-1 

16—11 

Turbot . 

6-8 

— 

— 

— 

Plaice 

11 

3 

2  0 

16 

Flounders 

13 

5 

1 

15 

Dabs 

13 

5 

1 

15 

Smelts . 

— 

— 

10,  11 

6,  5 

Eels  . 

13 

5 

1-3 

11 — 13 

Pout  . 

_ 

— 

7-9 

8—6 

W  rassc . 

11. 12 

3,  4 

2/0,  1/0 

16,  15 

Bream . 

11 

3 

2/0 

16 

Pollack  (large)  . 

8-10 

1,  2 

5/0— 3/0 

19—17 

,,  (harbour) . 

12,  13 

4,  5 

1/0,  1 

16,  15 

Coal  Fish  (large)  . 

8-10 

1.  2 

5/0— 3/0 

19—17 

„  (harbour) . 

12,  13 

1.  P 

1/0,  1 

18. 15 

Chad 

It 

6 

2 

12 

Bkalo 

6 

— * 

Mullet . 

8.  9 

7,0 

Codling . 

10—12 

2,3 

.V0- 1/0 

17-15 

( To  be  continued,. / 


Messrs.  Bernard  dress  rolled-wing  trout  flies, 
suitable  for  the  Wandle,  Test,  Itchen,  &c.,  to 
perfection  ;  and  they  have  an  excellent  lot  of 
killing  patterns,  including  a  correct  dressing  of 
that  “  olivey-yellowy  ”  Dun  that  is  almost  indis¬ 
pensable  at  times  on  the  south  country  streams. 
Other  correct  dressings  here  are  the  Whirling 
Blue,  Winged  Blue  Upright,  Pink  Wickham  and 
Grey  Quill  Gnat.  Few  houses  have  a  better 
selection  of  Devonshire  flies  ;  here  you  can  get 
that  deadly  Devonshire  Half  Stone.  The 
prices  of  the  flies  to  gut,  or  on  eyed  hooks, 
are : — Rolled  or  double  wing,  three  shillings  per 
dozen  ;  single  wing  or  hackle,  two  shillings  per 
dozen. 

A  perfect  receptacle  for  carrying  casts  and  flies 
has  yet  to  be  invented.  Messrs.  Bernard  have 
given  this  matter  a  great  amount  of  attention, 
and  from  time  to  time  have  brought  out  many 
handy  and  ingenious  books.  Upwards  of  a  score 
of  different  patterns  may  be  seen  here,  all  of 
which  have  some  claim  on  the  attention  of  the 
angler. 

Those  anglers  who  are  on  the  look-out  for  some 
good  salmon  gut  should  give  a  call  here.  Messrs. 
Bernard  have  a  limited  number  of  salmon  casts, 
3yds.,  extra  stout,  at  half-a-guinea  each ;  and 
a  capital  stock  of  their  usual  tested  casts  at  seven 
and  sixpence  each.  They  have  some  grand  trout 
casts,  tapered  from  fine  undrawn  to  finest  drawn, 
at  one  shilling  each. _ 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Angling  in  this  district  is  at  present  at  a  com¬ 
plete  standstill,  and  we  have  had  about  as  much 
of  this  kind  of  weather  as  is  desirable.  Many  of 
our  local  organisations  have  been  putting  their 
houses  in  order  with  a  view  of  getting  to  active 
work  as  soon  as  can  be,  and  when  operations  do 
commence,  matters  will  be  much  busier  than  has 
ever  been  the  case  before. 


The  proposed  new  rules  of  the  Manchester 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association  have 
been  issued  in  proof  form,  and  Mr.  Chadwick,  the 
secretary,  has  kindly  furnished  us  with  a  copy  of 
the  same.  Will  club  secretaries  note  the  request 
at  the  bottom  of  same,  that  any  suggested  modi¬ 
fication  to  any  rule  must  be  sent  in  writing  to  the 
secretary,  not  later  than  February  20th  ? 


It  is  encouraging  to  find  that  the  Bolton  anglers 
who  recently  seceded  from  the  County  Amalga¬ 
mation  are  to  a  great  extent  returning,  and  it  is 
expected  that  ere  long  the  old  amicable  state  of 
things  will  be  existing. 

Manchester  fishermen  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Chambers,  wife  of  the  well 
known  fishing  tackle  manufacturer. 


The  benefit  distribution  of  prizes  for  Shillito, 
the  well  known  Eccles  fisherman,  will  take  place 
on  March  18th.  Shillito,  it  will  be  remembered, 
is  struck  down  with  paralysis. 


The  Nantwich  Anglers  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Saturday  last,  the  same  being  of  a  very 
pleasant  character.  There  seems  to  be  plenty  of 
enthusiasm  about  this  body,  both  with  regard  to 
its  stocking  and  other  things.  Despite  this  they 
don’t  receive  an  over  amount  of  encouragement 
from  their  Manchester  brethren. 


The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Club 
hold  their  opening  dinner  on  the  31st  inst.,  Mr. 
Councillor  Tunstall  to  preside. 


The  travelling  cards  in  connection  with  the 
Manchester  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  treasurers. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  all  the  privileges 
hitherto  enjoyed  have  been  renewed. 


Holloway's  Ointment  and  Fills.- Safely  and  Securely, 
'hen  the  severities  ot  winter  have  yielded  to  the  genial  spring, 
valids  should  make  determined  effort  to  regain  their  lost  health  ; 
hen  through  confinement  indoors,  want  of  appetite,  and  dis- 
irbed  sleep,  the  entire  system  has  been  weakened  and  the  spirits 
ivo  beon  broken  down,  Holloway’s  remedies  are  equal  to  tlm 
icasion.  The  Ointment  rubbed  over  the  regions  of  the  stomach 
id  liver,  aided  by  the  internal  administration  of  bis  pills  will 
ctify  the  digestion,  regulate  the  bile,  aud  purify  the  blood--, 
ireo  sanatory  actions  which  will  speedily  confer  ronewod  vigour, 
race  up  the  falling  nerves,  confirm  the  flaccid  muscles,  anq 
fo  the  ailincf  cheerfulness,  that  great  charm  of  evistehpe, 
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Imparts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  narked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  delegates  met  on  Monday 
last,  the  19th  inst.,  at  8p.m.  The  vice-president  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Beckett)  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
delegates’  meeting,  held  on  15th  December,  1890,  having 
been  read  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Ghurney),  and  duly 
confirmed,  the  chairman  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
General  Committee  meeting,  held  on  the  5th  inst.,  for  the 
general  information  of  the  meeting.  The  chairman  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  also  read  the  report 
of  the  last  meeting  of  his  Committee,  held  on  the  12th  inst. 
It  having  been  determined  that  cards  of  instruction 
should  be  issued  to  all  the  bailiffs  of  the  society,  pointing 
out  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  arrangement  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Renting 
and  Preservation  Committee.  Upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  General  Committee  the  delegates  unanimously 
appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  the  post  of  honorary 
bailiffs  for  the  protection  of  all  the  waters  rented  by  the 
Society,  viz. :  Messrs.  G.  Armstrong,  iff  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society  ;  G.  H.  Field,  of  the  South 
London ;  and  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  of  the  Good  Intent.  The 
first  gentleman  was  also  appointed  hon.  bailiff  of  the  Lea, 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Lea  Conservancy.  Mr. 
Buttery  attended  by  request  of  the  Westbourne  Park 
Piscatorial  Society  to  inform  the  meeting  that  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  had,  no  doubt  profiting  by 
the  information  supplied  them  by  the  Association,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  Rifle  Angling  Society, 
secured  three  convictions.  There  had  also  been  in¬ 
creased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  its  bailiffs,  many  punt 
and  bank  anglers’  baskets  having  been  carefully  over¬ 
hauled.  Mr.  C.  Neale,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling 
Society,  was  duly  appointed  general  committeeman,  and 
Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  of  the  Allison  United  Brothers,  to  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  both  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  J.  E.  Lawford,  resigned.  The  visiting  officers  re¬ 
ported  as  folio  ws:— Mr.  Armstrong,  that  he  had  attended  the 
Clapham  Brothers,  where  fourteen  clubs  were  represented, 
and  Mr.  Thorley  proposed  visiting  the  St.  John’s  Angling 
Society  on  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Shrubsole  attended,  and 
drew  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  desirability  of 
holding  a  competition,  open  to  all  the  angling  societies  of 
London,  for  a  silver  cup  or  vase.  The  meeting  received 
the  suggestion  very  favourably,  but  required  further  in¬ 
formation  and  time  before  committing  themselves  to  its 
adoption.  Another  member  of  the  association  advised  the 
society  to  raise  the  standard  of  fish  that  might  be  taken, 
but  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  abeyance  for  the 
present,  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  again  referred  to  before 
the  opening  of  the  next  season.  The  roll  was  called  at 
10.25,  when  28  clubs  responded.  The  meeting  closed  with 
the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair.  The  following 
clubs  were  represented: — Allason  United,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Battersea  Friendly,  Blackfriars,  Brunswick 
Brothers,  Bostonians,  Cobden,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City 
of  London,  Camden,  Clapton.  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Dalston, 
Golden  Barbel,  Good  Intent,  Globe,  Gresham,  Greenwich, 
Hoxton,  Highbury,  Hearts  of  Oak,  Islington,  Jubilee, 
Little  Independent,  Marylebone,  Midland,  North  Eastern, 
North  Lambeth,  Original  Alexandra,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Prince  Arthur,  Peckham  Brothers,  Rifle,  Royal  George, 
Rodney,  St.  John’s,  South  Belgravia,  South  London,  Sun¬ 
dial,  St.  George’s,  Stoke  Newington,  United  Brothers, 
West  Ham  Brothers,  Westbourne  Park,  Wellington 
Waltonians,  Walworth,  Ye  Pluckie  Perch. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  2.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to 
the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst., 
and  was  a  great  success,  nineteen  societies  being  repre¬ 
sented.  The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  the  St. 
Andrew’s  Piscatorials. — F.  Thoriing. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  next,  the  27th  inst.,  at  the  Rodney  A.S., 
Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  brother  anglers  present.— G,  W. 
Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £1 14s.  4d. 
from  the  donation  box  of  the  Grange  Angling  Society.— 
R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  well-known  society  met  on  Tuesday,  the  20th 
ult.,  and  held  their  usual  meeting ;  and  Mr.  Moody,  the 
delegate  rend,  the  report  from  headquarters,  and  informed 
our  members  that  B.  Abrahams,  our  hon.  sec.,  was  elected 
unanimously  on  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee, 
and  after  all  the  necessary  items  were  gone  into,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  enrolling  Jack  Mallon,  Esq.,  comedian,  as  a 
working  member  of  our  society,  and  we  hope  to  still  con¬ 
tinue  as  we  have  a  few  vacancies,  as  our  entrance  fee  is 
only  one  shilling,  and  the  subscriptions  tenpence  per  month. 
All  information  can  be  had  of  the  landlord  of  the  above.— 
B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road.  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Tuesday,  Jan.  27,  Mr. 
J.  Pindar  will  read  a  paper  entitled,  “  Experiences  as  an 
Angler.”  Mr.  W.  Burkett  will  take  the  chair  at  8.30.  All 
anglers  are  invited. — G.  Mumford,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars.— Very  little  moving  but 
stagnation  in  angling  matters— the  reports  from  the 
Thames  and  elsewhere  being  very  discouraging.  However, 
if  we  cannot  fish  the  Thames,  we  are  never  of  tired  hearing 
its  praises  sung.  On  February  2,  at  8.30  sharp,  Mr.  Simms 
will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
above  society,  on  “  The  Upper  Thames.”  Mr.  O'Dowd  will 
take  the  chair.  Visitors  will  be  welcomed. — G.  H.  Howard, 
hon.  secretary. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  members  have  not 
had  many  fish  of  late,  owing  to  the  weather.  Our  annual 
leg  of  mutton  supper  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next, 
the  28th.  I  am  glad  to  say  we  have  forwarded  the  second 
donation  of  one  guinea  to  the  Bray  Reach  Defence  Fund. 
— J.  Hoare,  hon.  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
cliamp-place,  S.W.— I  beg  to  give  notice  to  the  members 
who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  on  21st  inst.,  that 


competition  which  was  arranged  to  take  place  at  Windsor, 
on  January  25th,  has  been  postponed  till  February  8th.— 
H.  Roach,  sec.  .  , 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  Kings 
Cross.— The  continued  cold  weather  has  kept  our  members 
from  venturing  out.  On  the  18th  Messrs.  Richards  and 
Roberts  weighed  in  a  small  show  of  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Thames.  I  hope  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  keep 
in  mind  our  smoking  concert  on  the  28th.  All  are  very 
welcome.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— Members 
will  please  notice  that  our  match  is  postponed  to  Feb.  22.— 
W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— The  next  return 
visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Alma  Angling  Society,  at 
the  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street,  Clare  Market,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Feb.  2.  Intending  competitors  in  the  match  can  get 
any  information  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell 
Green.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— On  Jan.  18  we  had  a  show  of  81b.  dace  from  the  tide¬ 
way  by  the  same  two  members  that  have  weighed  in  for 
several  weeks  past — viz.,  Messrs.  E.  George  and  E.  Baxter, 
who  deserve  to  be  rewarded  with  fish  for  braving  such 
weather  as  we  have  had  lately. — J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 
street,  City-road.— On  Wednesday  night  the  above  society 
held  their  annual  supper  at  their  club-house,  and  after 
having  partaken  of  a  capital  spread  supplied  by  Mr.  Couch 
(one  of  the  right  sort),  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony,  some  first-rate  songs  being  given  by 
the  following  members:  W.  Adams,  C.  Hurrell,  W. 
Crockett,  G.  Hurrell,  W.  Sparrow,  P,  Juchau,  R.  Platonie, 
F.  Hodges,  Turk  Gowan,  J.  Johnson,  H.  Taylor,  and  J. 
Bailey. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  2)th  inst.,  it  was 
decided  to  again  postpone  the  match  at  Uxbridge  till  the 
1st  of  February,  hoping  by  that  time  the  frost  will  have 
broken  up.  It  was  decided  that  a  supper  should  take  place 
on  February  10.  Members  wishing  to  participate,  please 
send  me  word  not  later  than  the  3rd  of  February.— S. 
Malby. 

Dumfries  Angling  Club.— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Dumfries  Angling  Club  was  held  on  Fri¬ 
day  night.  Mr.  P.  McKill  presided.  The  annual  report,  as 
issued  to  the  members  a  few  days  prior  to  the  meeting,  was 
held  as  read  and  subsequently  approved  of.  The  treasurer’s 
statement  showed  that  the  income  of  the  club  derived 
from  the  sale  of  licences  amounted  to  £29  11s.  6d.,  while 
the  expenditure,  including  a  balance  due  to  the  treasurer 
from  last  account,  was  £34  17s.  3d.,  thus  leaving  a  deficit  of 
£5  5s.  lid.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McKinnon  was  re-elected  presi¬ 
dent  ;  Mr.  Irving  Edgar,  vice-president ;  Mr.  S.  Brown, 
secretary  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Harris,  treasurer ;  and  a  committee 
was  also  appointed.  Mr.  Edgar  pointed  out  the  advisability 
of  petitioning  for  a  close  time  for  trout.  In  their  own  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Nith,  they  found  men  fishing  practically  all  the 
year  round,  and  especially  if  like  last  year,  when  the  sea¬ 
son  was  an  open  one.  He  saw  that  some  associations 
proposed  that  the  close  time  for  trout  should  be  from  the 
middle  of  October  till  the  middle  of  February.  This 
proposed  close  time  would  never  suit  the  Nith  district.  In 
the  middle  of  September  trout  were  quite  out  of  season, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  no  true  angler  would  think  of 
going  purposely  to  fish  for  burn  trout  at  that  date,  nor 
would  he  take  trout  in  February.  Speaking  of  the  saimon 
fishings  in  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers,  he  remarked  that 
at  one  time  he  thought  the  pollution  by  sewage  was  the 
cause  of  salmon  not  taking  to  the  rivers.  This,  he  main¬ 
tained,  could  not  be  the  cause,  as  he  pointed  out  that 
practically  no  sewage  was  drained  into  the  Annan,  and  yet 
the  salmon  fishings  had  been  degenerating  in  that  river. 
There  was  no  doubt,  he  said,  but  that  the  great  evil  arose 
from  the  systematic  over-netting  carried  on  in  the  Solway. 
He  proposed  that  the  club  should  combine  with  other  clubs 
in  the  district  and  lay  their  grievances  before  the  Royal 
Commission  that  was  shortly  to  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  Solway  fishings.  The  meeting  agreed  to  do  so.— 
Heatherbell. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.— 
The  supplementary  dinner  held  at  headquarters,  the 
Eagle  Hotel,  Tottenham,  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst.,  was 
in  every  respect  a  great  success.  There  was  a  large 
gathering  of  members  and  friends,  and  a  capital  dinner, 
for  which  our  worthy  host  is  famous,  was  put  on  the 
table.  Our  esteemed  president,  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway,  occu¬ 
pied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Hazlewood,  the  senior  vice- 
president,  occupied  the  vice-chair.  After  the  cloth  was 
removed  the  usual  toasts  followed,  viz.,  “  The  Queen,”  re¬ 
sponded  to  most  loyally  ;  “  The  President,”  who  replied  in 
an  admirable  speech;  “Vice-Presidents  and  Committee” 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  Dwyer,  in  a  neat  and  suitable 
speech  ;  “The  Secretary”  returned  thanks  for  the  eulogy 
extolled  upon  him  by  the  chairman,  and  the  last  toast 
being  “  The  Host,”  Mr.  Barlow,  who  responded  in  his  usual 
genial  manner,  and  thanked  the  company  present  for  the 
enthusiastic  way  they  had  drunk  his  health.  Some  very 
excellent  songs,  both  comic  and  sentimental,  were  inter¬ 
posed  between  the  toasts  by  the  members,  friends,  and 
professionals,  and  altogether  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent,  and  all  seemed  to  regret  when  the  time  for  departure 
came,  but  not  without  the  wish  being  expressed  that  we 
should  have  some  more  of  these  social  gatherings.— 
T.  F.  B. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
N. — After  a  long  series  of  blanks  our  old  veteran,  Mr. 
Caborn,  had  a  try  on  the  18th,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
one  roach,  weight  lOoz.  Let  us  hope  he  has  better  luck 
next  time.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.  —  The  next 
meeting  of  the  above  will  be  held  at  the  Post  Office  Hotel, 
Noble-street,  E.C.,  on  Thursday,  the  28th  inst.  I  hope 
members  will  try  and  attend,  so  that  we  have  a  good  meet¬ 
ing.— L  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  is  no  angling  news  as  yet,  but  I 
hope  we  shall  make  up  for  it  as  soon  as  the  weather  breaks. 
Our  eighteenth  annual  supper  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
February  3.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  will  take  the  chair,  faced, 
by  Mr.  J.  Maddams,  at  8.30.— R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
15th  inst.  Mr.  F.  W.  Croker,  in  the  absence  of  the  president, 
Mr.  W.  Carey,  was  unanimonsly  voted  in  the  chair. 
Among  the  visitors  present  were  Mr.  Field,  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Association  ;  Mr.  Weller,  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society  ;  Mr.  Howard,  Blackfriars  ;  and 
Mr.  Wade,  Anchor  and  Hope.  The  principal  business  of 
the  evening  was  the  opening  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
boy,  and  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  C,  Green.  The 


minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letters  from  Mr.  E.  Shrubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr. 
Gale,  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  Mirror,  and  Mr.  H. 
Colley  were  read.  Mr.  C.  Green  nominated  Mr.  Geo. 
Hewett  as  an  active  member.  The  Anglers’  Benevolent 
box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  the  sum  of  £1 14s.  4d. 
This  amount  was  handed  to  Mr.  Field,  who  heartily 
thanked  the  members  of  the  Grange  for  it.  Mr.  C.  Green 
read  a  paper  about  his  own  angling  experiences  for  the 
last  forty-five  years,  and  concluded  with  a  few  verses 
entitled  “Wetting  our  Lines.”  Mr.  Green’s  paper  was 
received  with  much  satisfaction,  and  several  questions 
thereon  wTere  asked  by  Messrs.  Rich,  Wood,  Gibbons,  and 
Howard,  the  latter  gentleman  congratulating  the  writer. 
— W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 

Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  will  be  paid  to  the  above  society 
on  Monday,  February  9.  Chairman,  C.  Watling,  junr. 
Secx’etaries  please  note.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal-hill. 
— We  have  just  had  our  usual  half  yearly  meeting.  The 
report  of  the  committee,  showing  the  society  to  be  on  a 
sound  financial  basis,  was  unanimously  adopted.  A  long 
discussion  took  place  as  to  the  desirability  of  forming  an 
entertainment  committee,  and  ultimately  Messrs.  Law- 
rance,  Young,  Howitt,  and  Woolnough  were  chosen  to 
act  in  that  capacity  to  arrange  the  business  of  the_  next 
half  year,  including  papers,  smoking  concerts,  exhibitions 
of  tackle,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  members. 

I  shall  give  notice  from  time  to  time  when  anything  special 
is  to  take  place,  when  the  presence  of  any  members  from 
other  societies  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — G.  H.  Toynbee, 
secretarv. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— An  ordinary  meeting  w-as 
held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Ohlson  in  the  chair.  A 
letter  from  Mr.  F.  Russell  on  the  proposed  formation  of 
a  sea-fishing  club  was  read  and  discussed,  and  adjourned 
for  further  consideration.  The  following  books  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  society  by  members : — A  Japanese  natural 
history,  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley;  a  specimen  copy  of  “The 
Thames  and  its  Scenery,”  by  Mr.  Ohlson ;  a  piscatorial 
scrap-book,  by  Mr.  Norman,  hon.  librarian;  and  a  pis¬ 
catorial  scrap-book,  by  Mr.  Short,  for  which  the  donors 
were  suitably  thanked.  The  secretary  read  a  short  paper 
on  eels,  describing  their  manner  of  breeding,  also  the 
different  modes  of  catching  them  and  how  to  cook  them. 
At  the  next  meeting  (Tuesday,  the  27th)  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
will  read  a  paper  on  pike  fishing. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  12,  Bateman- 
street,  Soho-square,  W.— There  is  a  special  general  meet¬ 
ing  called  for  next  Tuesday,  27th  inst.,  when  I  trust  mem¬ 
bers  will  attend  for  election  of  officers,  which  has  been 
neglected.— Snap. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  last,  Mr.  J.  McDermott,  a  member  of  this  society,  read 
a  paper  entitled  “The  Experiences  of  a  London  Roach 
Angler ;”  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  occupied  the  chair.  This 
wras  the  first  time  the  lecturer  has  ventured  to  entertain 
his  angling  friends,  and  at  the  finish  it  was  pronounced  by 
all  present  to  be  a  grand  success.  Discussion  was  after¬ 
wards  invited,  in  which  many  took  part,  aDd  was  kept  up 
until  the  hour  arrived  for  closing.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
(with  musical  honours)  was  accorded  to  Mr.  McDermott, 
also  to  the  chairman,  which  brought  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  evenings  to  a  close.  The  five  special  prizes  an¬ 
nounced  to  be  fished  for  on  the  18th  inst.  at  Amberley  were 
not  taken ;  they  will  be  competed  for  again  on  the  25th 
inst.  at  the  same  place,  same  conditions.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— We  had  a  fair 
muster  on  Tuesday  last,  when  after  the  delegates  to  the 
Anglers'  Association  had  given  their  report,  it  was  decided 
to  postpone  the  match  arranged  for  January  25  uutil 
February.— A.  Ide,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  St.  John’s- 

lane,  Liverpool. — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  17th  one  or 
two  errors  were  made  in  the  names  of  the  seven  members 
who,  with  the  officers,  form  the  committee  and  I  beg  to 
correct  same.  The  seven  elected  are  Messrs.  Gawith, 
Johnson,  [Houghton,  Wood,  Childs,  Roberts,  and  Noon. 
Our  twelfth  annual  dinner  took  place  on  the  15th  at  Mr. 
Cox’s,  81,  West  Derby-road.  The  attendance  of  members 
and  friends  was  a  fair  one,  but  showed  a  considerable 
falling  off  from  the  last  occasion,  which  is  not  encouraging, 
and  really  cannot  be  accounted  for.  However,  one  most 
pleasing  feature  of  the  gathering  was  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Walbran  and  Mr.  Whit-ham,  the  president  and  treasurer 
respectively  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Angling  Society, 
Leeds.  The  members  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  these  two  gentlemen  for  their 
attendance,  for  they  had  made  this  long  journey  in  mid¬ 
winter  at  a  considerable  cost,  to  do  us  honour,  and  I  beg 
publicly  to  convey  to  them  our  most  grateful  and  hearty 
thanks,-  and  to  assure  them  that  whenever  opportunity 
offers,  the  attention  shall  be  reciprocated.  Over  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  our  president,  Mr.  Leaman  presided  in  his  usual 
genial  and  efficient  manner,  and  he  was  ably  assisted  by 
our  vice-president,  Mr.  Whittington,  and  our  chairman, 
Mr.  I.  H.  Jones.  Mr.  Walbran  gave  us  one  of  his  eloquent 
and  humorous  addresses,  for  which  he  is  justly  famous, 
which  w-as  listened  to  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  and.  was 
greeted  with  rapturous  applause.  Mr.  Whitham  spoke 
shortly  but  well.  The  evening  wound  up  with  a  most 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Leaman  for  so  ably  carrying 
out  the  programme.— R.  Woolfall,  sec. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms.  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  N.— Our  weekly  meeting  took  place  as 
usual",  Mr.  C.  Oliver  in  the  chair,  when  an  important 
matter  was  brought  forwrard,  and  I  hope  all  the  members 
will  come  up  next  Tuesday  to  have  it  settled.  Some  of 
our  members  ventured  out  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  Jermy 
being  the  only  successful  one,  with  a  very  nice  jack  in 
splendid  condition.— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— On  Thursday,  Jan.  8,  Mr.  W.  Bassett  presided, 
when  Mr.  Arthur  Matthews  read  a  paper,  entitled,  “  Some 
of  My  Angling  Experiences.”  An  exhibition  of  tackle  was 
also  held,  which  resulted  in  a  capital  display.  Mr.  Baldwin 
promised  to  read  the  next  paper  in  February.  V otes  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  and  to  Mr.  Matthews  terminated 
a  very  pleasant  evening.  To-night  (Thursday)  Mr.  New¬ 
bury  weighed  in  over  71b.  of  chub  (largest,  21b.)  from 
Wraysbury,  and  took  the  first  prize  of  two  guineas.  He 
reported  river  fairly  open.  Our  second  grand  concert 
takes  place  on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Turnham  in  the  chair.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Grimmett  for  presiding  concluded  the 
proceedings. — A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14, 
South-street,  Lambeth.— Our  quarterly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and 
passed,  which  I  am  pleased  to  say  leaves  us  in  a  sound 
financial  position.  Our  delegates’  report  was  then  read, 


I 


. 


January  24  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


47 


and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  them  for  their  able  ser¬ 
vices.  Other  business  was  then  gone  through,  when  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  25th  inst.,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  muster  in  good  force.  Of  course  we,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  other  societies,  have  nothing  much  to  record  in 
the  way  of  llsh,  King  Frost  upsetting  all  our  arrangements, 
but  better  luck  presently,  we  hope,  when  wo  shall  make  up 
for  lost  time.— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon.  sec. 

Reading  and  District  Angling  Association.— The 
annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  association 
will  be  held  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  on  Tuesday, 
February  3,  at  six  o’clock  p. m.,  1st,  to  receive  the  annual 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  cash  account  for  1890  ;  2nd, 
to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year ;  3rd,  to  transact 
general  business.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  here 
the  same  evening  at  seven  o’clock  prompt,  the  president  in 
the  chair.  Tickets,  live  shillings  each,  can  be  had  of 
Messrs.  H.  Creed,  W.  W.  ltidley,  W.  Collins,  A.  Hurley, 
the  honorary  secretary,  or  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel.— 
F.  Brown. 

Royal  Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society.— 

The  above  young  society  held  a  smoking  concert  on  the 
2lst  inst.,  in  the  handsome  and  spacious  billiard  room  of 
the  Royal  Adelaide  Hotel,  Windsor,  which  was  very 
tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion  by  a  few  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  with  piscatorial  implements  and  trophies.  An  exten¬ 
sion  of  time  being  granted,  the  concert  was  in  every  way  a 
very  great  success.  Unfortunately  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
of  Windsor  was  unable  to  take  the  chair,  owing  to  a  prior 
engagement  at  the  Guildhall,  and,  in  excusing  himself, 
very  cutely  seized  the  opportunity  to  impress  upon  those 
who  were  present  that  in  the  midst  of  their  pleasure  they 
should  think  “  of  the  sad  distress  and  cases  of  destitution 
that  afflict  many  of  our  hard-working  townspeople.”  He 
added,  “  The  Mayor’s  box  is  nearly  drained,  and  the  Mayor 
reduced  to  beggary.”  Needless  to  say,  the  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  applause,  and  a  plate  went  round  and 
was  not  allowed  to  go  empty  away.  The  songs,  &c.,  were 
received  with  deserved  applause,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
being  accorded  the  chairman  (Mr.  A.  Roberts,  of  Windsor), 
a  very  pleasant  evening  terminated  with  the  National 
Anthem. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  1  Covent-garden. — Our  next  outing  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  1,  at  Henley.  Members  wishing  to  go  down 
on  Saturday  night  can  do  so,  but  the  competition  will  not 
commence  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  train,  which  leaves 
Paddington  at  9  a.m.  Usual  club  conditions.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— The 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  United  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Druid’s  Head,  Church-street, 
Broadway,  Deptford,  on  Tuesday,  February  10.  As  this 
society  is  represehted  at  nearly  every  visit  on  the  list,  I 
trust  they  will  receive  the  support  they  deserve.— A.  Conn, 
hon.  sec. 

Walham  Green  and  Fulham  Angling  Society.— 

The  members  of  the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting 
at  their  club-room,  at  the  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham-road, 
Mr.  G.  Smith  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed  and  general  business 
transacted.  Mr.  A.  Glass  was  proposed  as  a  member.  All 
communications  should  be  addressed,  the  secretary,  Stam¬ 
ford  Arms,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — E.  Sutehall,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth, 
S.E.— I  announced  last  week  that  we  intended  holding  our 
second  concert  on  Wednesday,  28th,  but  through  some 
unforeseen  circumstance  we  have  postponed  it  till  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Feb.  4, 1891.-  C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— At  a  very  good  attendance,  on 
Wednesday  last,  it  was  resolved  to  fish  the  supper  match  at 
the  same  time  as  our  next  monthly  outing,  that  is  weather 
permitting.  Mr.  Percy  Martin  was  proposed  as  a  member, 
to  be  balloted  for  next  Wednesday,  hoping  members  will 
be  kind  enough  to  show  up. — R.  J.  Dartnell,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— At  our  visit  last  Tuesday  night  we 
had  only  seven  clubs  in  attendance,  as  follows :— Bruns¬ 
wick  Brothers  (that  supported  us  well),  the  Eastern  Pisca- 
torials,  the  Good  Intent,  the  Great  Eastern,  the  Stepney, 
the  Sociable  Brothers,  and  the  Canning  Town  Brothers. 
The  room  was  not  full,  as  it  was  a  very  wet  night,  but  we 
all  enjoyed  ourselves,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.— R.  Lowtiier,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— We  have  recently  elected  a  new  member 
—Mr.  W.  Roberts.  It  was  proposed  that  members  should 
be  called  together  to  attend  the  meeting  on  February  5,  to 
arrange  the  last  club  match  of  the  season,  and  to  consider 
the  proposed  purchase  of  the  specimen  bream  caught  by 
Mr.  W.  Bowles.  Members  are  reminded  that  our  financial 
year  will  shortly  close,  and  are  asked  to  send  in  their  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  enable  the  auditors  to  make  up  their  balance- 
sheet.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  the  21st  inst., 
Mr.  King  in  the  chair.  The  secretary  announced  that  Mr. 
Parker,  the  president,  had  kindly  presented  the  society 
with  a  volume  of  “Izaak  Walton's  Compleat  Angler.” 
Mr.  James  Tayler,  “Red  Palmer,”  has  kindly  consented  to 
read  a  paper  before  the  society  on  Feb.  11,  at  8.30  p.m.  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  by  the  kindness  of 
a  lady  friend  we  now  have  the  exclusive  right  of  a  fishery 
on  the  Wye  (Herefordshire),  where  members  can  spend  a 
most  enjoyable  holiday,  with  grand  fishing,  viz.,  salmon, 
trout,  chub,  and  swarms  of  bottom  fish.  We  also  have  the 
promise  of  very  good  dishing  this  side  of  Cambridge  for 
our  exclusive  use. — Hy.  Richardson,  hon.  sec, 


Trout  Fishing  near  Plymouth.— The  portipn  of  the 
river  below  Shaugh  Bridge,  as  far  as  Ford  River  Via¬ 
duct,  is  strictly  preserved  by  Sir  Massy  Lopes  as  spawning 
ground,  and  cannot  be  fished;  but  from  this  point  to 
Plym  Bridge  can  be  iished  either  by  going  to  Bickleigh 
Station  and  walking  down,  and  then  walking  to  Marsh 
Mills  Station,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile,  or  by  going  to 
Marsh  Mills,  walking  to  Plym  Bridge  and  fishing  to  the 
Viaduct.  I  always  prefer  fishing  up  stream  wherever  I 
can  do  it.  The  best  flies  to  use  .u-«  the  Marsh  Brown,  the 
Walkham  Fly,  the  Pet,  the  Blue  Upright,  the  Red  Palmer 
(with  gold  twist).  Blue  (with  silver  twist).  Black  Gnat,  &c. 
Last  year  we  had  the  advantage  of  two  services  of  trains, 
namely,  the  Launceston  branch  of  the  Great  Western,  and 
the  London  and  South  Western  Railway ;  but  this  year 
the  independent  line  is  open  from  Tavistock,  down  the 
hanks  of  tho  Tamar  to  Plymouth,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  we  have  not  so  many  trains  running  ;  still  those  that 
are  running  are  convenient  for  the  fishermen.— William 
Hearder. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

,  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 

a  P°st  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Uazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

..  J1?  phe  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 


Add-(  45 


30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40  ..  ..  Putney. 


'55  min.  for  Kew. 

75  „  „  Richmond. 

80  ,,  ,,  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

.85  „  ,,  Teddington. 


„  Hammer-  Add- 
smith. 

i ’in  Shinies.  (.85  ,,  ,,  Teddington. 

n  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 

Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  8£ 
minutes  later. 

N.B.  A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Jan.  21. 
Sunday,  „  25 
Monday,  „  26 
Tuesday,  ,,  27 
Wednesday,,  28 
Thursday,  „  29 
Friday,  „  30 


Morning 

..  1.41. 
2.22. 

. .  2.57 . 
..  3.31. 
..  4.  4. 
..  4.37. 
..5.7  . 


Evening. 

, . . .  2.  3 
. ...  2.40 
...  3.14 
. ...  3.48 
...  4.21 
...  4.51 
....  5.21 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames — General  Remarks.— It  wil1 
take  a  good  continued  thaw  to  disturb  the  quantity  of  ice 
on  the  Thames,  and  although  that  of  Tuesday  last  was  so 
far  satisfactory,  the  following  morning  dawned  in  with 
another  frost.  I  have  only  received  two  reports  this  week 
in  addition  to  my  personal  visits  to  some  portions  of  the 
river.  That  from  the  chief  official  is  of  a  very  concise 
character:  “No  fishing  has  been  done  this  week”;  and 
that  from  William  Milbourne,  which  I  will  give  in  full,  is 
interesting,  so  far  as  the  frost  is  concerned.  It  is  dated  on 
Monday  last :  “  I  walked  yesterday  from  Hampton  to  Sun- 
bury  by  the  side  of  the  river,  and  I  should  think  there  were 
from  four  to  five  thousand  persons  skating  on  the  Thames 
in  that  portion  of  the  river,  amongst  whom  there  were  a 
great  number  of  ladies.  I  measured  the  ice,  and  found 
it  from  8in.  to  9in.  in  thickness.  At  the  Cherry  Orchard 
there  are  two  tugs  and  seven  barges,  all  frozen  in  and  can¬ 
not  move  one  way  or  the  other.  There  is  to  be  a  sheep 
roasted  at  Hampton  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  on  the  Thames. 
The  latter  event,  owing  to  the  thaw,  could  not  be  carried 
out  as  intended  on  the  ice.  It  is  so  difficult  to  coniecture 
the  probable  character  of  the  weather,  that  speculation 
cannot  be  relied  upon,  and  it  will  take  some  doing  to  put 
the  ice-bound  river  in  its  proper  condition.  There  are  two 
events  in  next  week,  where  I  hope  to  meet  some  of  my 
brother  anglers— one  at  the  Friendly  Anglers’  dinner  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  the  other 
the  Riverkeepers’  dinner  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  which  is  close 
to  the  Hampton  Court  Station  on  Friday  evening.  I  should 
like  to  see  some  of  the  angling  club  representatives  present 
on  the  latter  occasion,  and  then  they  will  find  themselves 
amongst  the  men  who  look  after  their  interests  in  this  por¬ 
tion  of  the  river.  The  tickets  are  not  very  costly,  and  the 
dinner  from  Mr.  Mayo’s  catering  is  one  that  will  give 
general  satisfaction. — B. 

Upper  Thames,— After  eight  weeks  of  Arctic  weather  in 
the  upper  regions  of  the  Thames,  there  is  at  last  a  little 
gleam  of  sunshine  and  hope  that  ere  the  close  of  the  season 
something  may  be  attempted  and  done  in  the  angling  line, 
so  that  a  total  blank  may  not  be  recorded  from  November. 
1890,  to  March,  1891.  As  yet  I  do  not  glean  that  any  bold  man 
has  wet  a  line  since  the  slight  break  in  the  weather ;  but 
fishing  in  troubled  waters  is  now  possible  and  feasible  if  the 
angler  will  but  get  into  out  of  the  way  places  away  from 
the  drift.  Wind  westerly,  with  every  indication  of  coming 
warmer  weather.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Windsor).— There  are  very  few  anglers  (if 
any)  in  the  United  Kingdom  this  week  who  can  say  they 
killed  a  pike  on  the  16tn  inst.,  one  of  the  severest  days 
this  winter;  but  Mr.  H.  Manning,  of  Windsor,  a  very  keen 
angler,  succeeded  in  taking  a  handsome  little  fish  of  41b. 
9oz.  in  the  Windsor  Weir  stream.  A  very  sudden  thaw, 
similar  to  that  of  Ash  Wednesday,  1855,  set  in  on  the  20th 
inst.,  accompanied  at  night  by  heavy  rain  ;  but  in  less  than 
twenty -four  hours  the  wind  changed,  and  a  sharp  frost 
ensued  which  is  likely  to  continue.  The  glorious  sunshine 
of  Monday  on  the  glistening  bosom  of  the  Thames,  with 
the  noble  Windsor  Castle  for  a  background,  and  hundreds 
of  skaters  gliding  almost  noiselessly  hither  and  thither  in 
the  foreground,  was  a  sight  to  be  remembered,  and  those 
who  can  should  patronise  the  local  photographers  who 
must  have  taken  many  very  beautiful  pictures  of  tho  scene. 
The  rising  generation  will  appreciate  such  a  picture,  as  un¬ 
like  the  printer  and  artist,  a  good  photograph  is  truth 
itself.  When  Tuesday  dawned  the  scene  was  indeed 
changed.  King  Frost  had  been  dethroned  and  in  place  of 
which  brilliancy  heavy  clouds  came  up  from  the  west 
accompanied  by  wind  and  rain,  the  day  before  seeming  as 
a  pleasant  dream.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Chichester. — In  the  contest  between  thaw  and  frost  the 
thaw  is  gaining  the  ascendancy.  The  begrimed  snow  has 
in  most  places  disappeared,  and  the  ice  gradually  dissolv¬ 
ing.  We  have  experienced  warm  days  during  the  week, 
but  a  sharp  frost  in  the  early  mornings  has  rendered  loco¬ 
motion  treacherous  to  those  whose  avocations  call  them 
abroad  before  the  streets  are  aired.  Jack  and  perch  fisher¬ 
men  should  look  up  their  tackle  as  there  is  every  indication 
of  a  rapid  thaw.  As  to  what  state  fish  will  be  in  on  their 
release  from  their  long  imprisonment,  is  but  a  matter  of 
conjecture,  but  I  should  imagine  they  will  be  Read  on. 
Wild  fowl  are  still  plentiful  on  tho  coast  and  in  the 
harbours,  but  have  lost  their  plumpness.  How  they  have 
existed  is  a  mystery.  Eleven  wild  swans  were  sailing  up 
Chichester  harbour  on  Tuesday,  but  managed  to  elude  the 
gunners.— George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man). — It  seems  hard  to  account  for 
the  charming  weather  we  have  emoyed  here  for  the  past 
six  weeks  or  more,  and  contrasting  it  with  the  reports 
from  England  and  the  Continent.  We  have  had  only  three 
days’  frost  and  two  days’  slight  snow  during  that  time,  but 
nothing  to  affect  the  rivers.  They  are,  ’tis  true,  in  want  of 
water ;  but  I  cannot  think  the  spawn  (deposited  on  banks 
which  are  now  nearly  dry)  will  suffer  much,  as  there  is 
plenty  of  moisture,  and  they  have  never  been  frozen.  Sea 
fishing  is,  and  has  been  for  the  past  week,  very  pleasant 
and  profitable.  No  doubt  your  valuable  correspondent. 


“M.  M.,”  has  much  to  do  with  this,  as  I  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  asked  to  rig  up  tackle  recommended  by  him  ; 
besides  there  is  an  increased  demand  for  the  F.  G.,  which 
contains  so  many  and  valuable  hints,  at  so  cheap  a  price, 
upon  sea  fishing  matters.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  continues  too  arctic 
in  character  to  admit  of  fishing  operations,  save  with  a 
trammel  for  brood  trout,  and  but  little  of  that  here  so  far. 
— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— We  have  at  last 
had  a  week  of  great  and  rapid  changes,  in  which  we  have 
seen  frost  of  the  severest  and  thaw  most  rapid,  and  though 
at  the  time  of  writing  (Thursday  evening)  it  is  still  freezing 
sharply,  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  the  continually  shifting 
wind,  the  rapid  alternations  of  sunshine  and  shower,  and 
the  violent  oscillations  of  warmth  and  cold,  will  bring  on 
that  which  is  now  so  devoutly  to  be  desired,  namely,  a 
break  up  of  the  long  frost.  How  it  will  ultimately  affect 
angling  immediately  when  it  comes,  if  it  does  come,  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen.  If  tho  weather  continues  cold  on  the 
whole,  and  the  thaw  is  slow,  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  get 
the  ice  out  of  tho  water,  and  until  it  is  out  there  will  be 
little  chance  of  sport  in  a  general  way  ;  but  if  it  were  to 
turn  warm  so  that  it  would  all  go  rapidly,  there  would  be 
hope.  But  as  the  season  stands  it  is  probable  such  as  roach, 
dace,  bream,  &c.,  may  not  be  easily  fishable  until  after  tho 
close  time.  With  pike  and  perch,  however,  it  may  be 
different.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.).— Ice  and  snow  moves  away  very 
slowly  in  the  district,  notwithstanding  that  we  are  under 
the  influence  of  a  great  thaw.  A  good  deal  of  water  in  the 
way  of  rain  and  melting  ice  has  gone  into  the  stream,  but 
the  continued  snow-falls  and  renewed  frost  at  nights  keep 
up  the  supply  pretty  well,  and  the  prospects  of  angling  do 
not  improve  very  rapidly.  Indeed,  the  changes  are  affect¬ 
ing  the  ponds  very  little  as  yet,  but  in  the  rivers  and 
dykes  a  better  state  of  things  should  be  coming  about.  It 
is  all  very  slow,  however,  as  yet  andanglers  have  to  possess 
their  souls  in  patience.  With  some,  the  frost  has  had  the 
effect  of  inducing  a  belief  that  the  sport  is  now  done  for 
the  season,  but  I  trust  the  case  is  not  so  bad  as  all  that. 
Chub,  grayling,  and  pike  are  yet  to  be  had,  I  have  no 
doubt,  for  the  fetching ;  and  something  like  decent  weather 
is  the  only  thing  wanted.— L. 

Lea.— On  Thursday  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  river  to  ascertain 
from  ocular  demonstration  the  immediate  angling  pros¬ 
pects  ;  I  found  that  the  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  entirely  dispersing  the  snow, 
of  which  not  a  vestige  now  remains.  The  ice,  too,  is 
rapidly  breaking  up,  and  a  few  more  days  of  genial 
weather  will  soon  cause  its  entire  disappearance.  I  saw 
a  few  enthusiasts  with  skates  over  their  arms,  but  except 
at  the  ornamental  water  in  Finsbury  Park  did  not  see  any 
skating  going  on ;  the  ice  here  was  in  very  bad  condition, 
and  falls  were  very  frequent  owing  to  the  rough  surface. 
Skaters,  however,  have  had  such  an  innings  as  seldom 
occurs  in  a  lifetime,  and  it  may  now  be  fervently  hoped 
and  expected  that  the  long  frozen  out  fraternity  of  anglers 
will  come  in  for  their  share  of  sport.  There  are  already  a 
few  open  swims  and  there  will  be  plenty  hy  the  end  of  the 
week  if  we  don’t  have  a  return  of  severe  frost.  A  good  flush 
of  water  has  been  drawn  from  the  river  to  replenish  the 
reservoirs  of  the  East  London  Waterworks.  This  will 
have  had  a  good  effect  in  stirring  up  jack  and  other  fish 
from  the  state  of  lethargy  into  which  they  have  fallen  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  six  or  seven  weeks.  Thursday  was  a  most 
beautiful  day,  one  to  gladden  the  heart  of  anyone,  be  he 
fisherman  or  not ;  it  seemed  to  remind  one  that  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  spring  to  look  forward  to  after  the  terribly 
severe  winter  we  have  experienced.  As  an  instance  of 
the  severity,  a  gardener  I  met  told  me  that  the  ground  is 
frozen  to  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and  he  found  great  difficulty 
in  digging  up  a  few  roots  of  celery.  Whether  it  is  true  or 
not  that  about  the  change  of  the  moon  comes  a  change  of 
weather  we  shall  soon  see,  as  it  is  nearly  full  moon  now, 
and  if  I  remember  rightly,  the  frost  has  been  most  keen 
since  the  last  full  moon,  although  it  commenced  a  little 
before  then.  I  trust  that  before  next  week,  anglers  will 
have  found  sport  to  be  recorded  by  Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Although  the  severe  weather  has  almost 
entirely  stopped  fishing;,  some  amends  have  been  made  in 
the  shape  of  otter  hunting.  On  Thursday  a  fine  specimen 
was  chased  along  the  ice,  from  Blue  Banks,  Aylestone,  by  a 
party  of  anglers,  accompanied  by  terriers.  A  very  exciting 
chase  ensued,  but  the  otter  eventually  made  his  escape.  The 
thaw  which  commenced  on  Monday  has  continued  with 
slight  interruptions,  and  in  parts  where  the  stream  is  any¬ 
thing  like  strong,  the  break  up  of  the  ice  has  been  most 
rapid.  On  Thursday  morning  the  water  came  down  with 
great  force  from  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Soar,  and  the 
meadows  were  partially  flooded,  necessitating  the  opening 
of  the  flood  gates  at  Leicester  to  get  rid  of  the  water.  It 
is  quite  possible  that  fishing  will  be  practicable  in  the 
waters  near  Leicester  to-day,  Saturday,  with  the  exception 
of  tho  canal,  which,  owing  to  there  not  being  much  stream, 
is  frozen  over  deeply,  and  will  take  a  lot  of  thawing  before 
again  being  available  to  anglers. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Very  mixed 
weather  for  a  week  past.  Alternate  spells  of  frost,  rain, 
and  snow  have  brought  down  about  2ft.  of  “snow  broth,” 
putting  an  end  to  fishing  for  some  time,  as  there  is  a  lot 
of  snow  yet  to  melt,  the  higher  hills  being  well  covered.— 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  running  in  order  for  angling.  Weather  has  been  cold 
and  frosty,  and  thaws  have  set  in,  but  have  changed  to 
hard  frosts  during  the  night.  Angling  has  been  at  a  stand¬ 
still  owing  to  tho  severe  weather,  and  there  will  be  but 
little  done  until  the  weather  changes,  when  maggot  and 
worm  will  be  the  best  baits.  Pinsley  is  clear,  and  is  frozen 
over  in  parts;  no  fishing  done  in  it.— Gwynne. 

Scarborough.  —  Sea  Fishing.— We  have  had  so  much 
severe  weather  here,  that  pier  angling  and  boat  angling  in 
the  bay  have  been  quite  in  abeyance.  Our  cobble  liners 
have,  however,  been  making  good  takes  of  cod  and  haddock 
on  their  fishing  ground,  some  eight  miles  from  the  shore, 
and  our  steam  trawlers  have  made  good  catches  of  soles.— 
H. 

Severn  (Worcester). -The  river  has  been  frozen  over 
for  weeks  and  fishing  impossible,  but  to-day  (Tuesday)  a 
rapid  thaw  has  set  in,  and  it  is  raining  heavily,  so  there  is 
now  every  prospect  of  the  snow  and  ice  passing  away, 
when  anglers  will  be  able  to  enjoy  some  sport  again. — 
Field  wing. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  running 
clear  again  and  a  nice  level.  The  thaw  whioh  set  in  did  not 
last  long,  and  frosts  followed,  the  thermometer  registering 
20degs.  and  24degs.  of  frost,  the  river  in  parts  being  frozen 
over  and  skating  has  been  had.  On  Tuesday  a  thaw  set  in 
and  rain  fell,  but  how  long  it  will  last  is  uncertain.  Fish¬ 
ing  has  been  at  a  standstill,  and  will  continue  so  until  the 
weather  gets  milder.  One  angler  was  out  on  Saturday,  hut 
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sport  was  limited.  There  was  an  unusual  sight  seen  on 
Saturday,  Avhen  a  flock  of  wild  geese  were  seen  following 
the  course  of  the  Tenie  up  towards  Bromfleld  ;  there  were 
twenty-two  birds  in  the  flock.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  are  clear  ;  no  Ashing  in  them.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  weather  has  continued  very  cold 
and  hard  frosts  have  been  had.  Snow  has  fallen,  but  it  has 
made  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water,  which  has 
been  frozen  over  in  parts.  Angling  has  been  quite  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  be  until  the  weather  gets  milder,  when 
sport  should  bo  had  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  Rea, 
Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear ;  no  fishing  done  in  them. 

_ ORCKSTER. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— On  Tuesday  rain  fell  heavily  in 
our  district,  a  id  on  Wednesday  the  river  rose  more  rapidly 
than  probably  was  ever  known.  The  rise  brought  down 
immense  quantities  of  ice,  which  caught  a  number  of 
pleasure  and  fishing  boats  above  the  Trent  bridge,  and 
swept  them  entirely  away.  It  also  loosened  a  very  large 
pleasure  steamer,  The  Sunbeam,  from  her  moorings.  Snow 
has  followed  the  rain,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  the  frost  had  .again  set  in.  At  the  close  of 
last  week  the  weather  was  not  so  cold,  and  a  few  ardent 
anglers  were  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  and  Holme  Pierrepont. 
Pike  were  caught  at  Wilford,  and  one  of  8ilb.  was  reported 
as  having  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Towater,  at  Holme 
Pierrepont,  on  Friday  afternoon.  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee 
of  the  Weston  and  Shardlow  Fisheries,  has  granted  special 
privileges  to  fish  to  members  of  the  Nottingham  Wel¬ 
lington  Angling  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  member.— Y  e 
Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln).— Weather  is  still  bad,  but  pros¬ 
pects  are  brightening  for  the  angler.  More  water  is  now 
open  for  fishing  than  last  week  ;  but.  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
ice  and  melted  snow  in  it,  and  the  night  frosts  do  not  allow 
the  temperature  of  the  water  to  mix  much  as  yet,  conse¬ 
quently  it  will  be  doubtful  whether  anything  like  sport 
would  result  from  a  trial.  This  most  likely  would  be  the 
case  with  small  fish,  such  as  roach  and  dace,  but  pike  and 
chub  ought  to  be  obtainable  where  the  water  is  open.  At 
all  events  they  would  be  worth  the  trial. — Luci. 

Tenby  (South  Wales).— Sea  Fishing.  —The  weather 
has  been  much  too  cold  for  some  weeks  past  for  amateur 
boat  anglers.  Some  of  oursmall  longboats  havedone  well, 
b^  lining  off  Caldy  Island,  as  also  our  trawling  smacks.— 

Usk  (at  Usk) _ The  river  has  been  frozen  over  in  many 

places,  which  has  not  been  experienced  for  ten  years. 
Following  the  hard  winters  of  1879-80-81  capital  sport  was 
had  in  the  fishing  season  with  salmon  and  trout,  so  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  hard  winter  will  be  productive 
of  good  sport  in  the  spring.  The  spawning  season  up  to 
the  present  has  passed  off  very  favourably,  according  to 
reports  received  from  the  water  bailiffs.  Not  so  many  of 
the  very  large  red  fish  were  observed  on  the  beds  this  year 
as  on  former  occasions.  A  flood  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last,  but  was  not  of  very  large  dimensions,  so  that  will  not 
materially  damage  the  ova  deposited  of  late. — T. 

Scotoh,  Reports. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  past  week  has  been  a  week 
of  istorm,  frost  alternating  with  fresh  all  over  the  north, 
and  consequently  the  rivers  have  gone  down  to  the  mini¬ 
mum  winter  size.  A  great  many  dead  fish  have  been 
thrown  up  by  the  late  floods,  and  as  many  as  thirteen  were 
taken  from  one  pool  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee,  all 
more  or  less  badly  affected  with  Sxprolegnia  ferax.  With 
regard  to  the  presence  of  spring  fish  in  the  pools  little  can 
be  said  as  yet.  A  good  few  have  been  running  since  the 
early  days  of  January  ;  but  little  note  can  be  accurately 
made,  as  the  water  has  not  been  favourable  for  observa¬ 
tions.  The  Carlogie,  Upper  and  Lower  Dess,  Huntly 
Lodge,  Commonty,  and  Park  waters  have  recently  been 
arranged  for.— Deesider. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  past  week  angling  on 
this  river  has  not  come  up  to  the  general  expectations  of 
those  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  water,  past 
and  present.  It  is  but  fair  to  say,  however,  that  the  re¬ 
markable  sudden  changes  in  the  weather  and  in  the  tem¬ 
perature  go  a  long  way  to  account  for  this  state  of 
matters,  for  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  according 
to  the  season  and  date  the  river  is  fairly  stocked  with 
new  fish.— S.C. 


Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  spawning  season,  which 
is  now  closed,  has  been  most  successful,  there  being  little 
or  no  flooding  in  the  streams  to  disturb  the  redds,  the 
artificial  hatching  house,  which  was  stocked  with  ova  as 
usual  about  October,  has  also  yielded  a  high  percentage  ot 
fry.  On  Monday  the  loch,  after  being  frozen  over  for  hve 
weeks,  had  again  largely  assumed  its  fluid  state  from  a 
fresh  gale  which  blew  from  the  S.W.  and  continued  till 
Tuesday  accompanied  by  a  drenching  rain.  A  consider¬ 
able  stretch  to  the  lea  ward  still  remains  ice-bound,  but  as 
I  write  (Tuesday  evening)  hard  frost  again  prevails. 
Robt.  B.  Laing.  „  T  ,  _ 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).—  Kenmore,  Loch  Tay,  on 
the  Hotel  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Russell,  Paisley,  caught 
a  splendid  newly-run  salmon,  221b.  ;  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Bantasker,  caught  one  salmon,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  jun.,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  tertius,  two 
salmon,  161b.  and  171b. ;  Tuesday,  too  stormy  to  fish  ;  should 
be  good  fishing  after  this  spate.  Wednesday,  Mr.  VV  heen, 
London,  caught  a  salmon,  211b.;  Mr.  Bowser,  Glasgow,  one 
salmon,  1541b.— W.  Knight. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  season  opened  here  on  the  loth  under 
favourable  circumstances.  The  river,  however,  was  rather 
low,  and  by  Tuesday  it  had  gone  down  to  summer  level. 
On  Tuesdav  night  it  came  out  about  4ft.,  and  is  now  m 
good  ply.  The  weather  is  cold  and  frosty.  On  the  opening 
day  good  sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  Fenton  and 
Buenmouth,  having  the  best  record  with  five  fish,  211b., 
201b.,  191b„  191b.,  and  181b.  On  the  same  water  on  batur- 
day,  they  had  three,  241b.,  201b.,  and  171b.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  Murray,  Edradynat.e,  had  one  of  201b.  Mr.  Thomson,  j 
Logierait,  one:  Air.  M’Pherson,  Findynate,  one,  181b.  ;  Mr. 
Campbell,  Derculich,  one,  201b.  On  the  Birnam  Hotel  ! 
water  Mr.  Gibson  had  one  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  payers  one  of 
171b.  One  was  also  got  on  the  Kinnaird  water  by  Mr. 
Robertson.  On  the  Meikleour  water  one  fish  was  got,  and 
two  on  the  Ballathie  water  by  Col.  Richardson.  On  the  | 
Taymount  water,  Mr.  Murray  had  four,  and  tvvo  on  Satur¬ 
day.  On  the  Grandtully  water  Mr.  Kelsall  had  two  on 
Friday,  2  lib.  and  121b.  On  the  Dalguise  water  Mr.  Maxwell  | 
had  two,  1941b.  and  1441b.  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Gibson  had 
two  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  191b.  and  221b.  Mr.  Beall, 
one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Ritchie  had  one  of  221b.  on  the  Redgorton 
water.  On  Saturday  Col.  Sanderman  had  a  fish  on  the 
Stanley  water  ;  and  Mr.  M’lntosh  had  two  on  theDalguise 
water.  On  the  Delvine  water  on  Tuesday  Air.  Beall  had 
two,  251b.  and  151b.  A  splendid  fish,  weighing  a  few  ounces 
under  40ib.,  was  got  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  London.  ,  ,  .  , 

‘Thurso.— The  2nd  of  February  is  the  day  on  which  the 
rods  are  to  begin,  when,  with  favourable  weather,  good 
sport  is  expected.  The  salmon  ova  in  the  old  hatchery  at 
Brawl  are  doing  well.  All  kinds  of  fish  and  game  in  this 
country  are  in  a  healthy  condition.  The  Crown  salmon 
net  fishings  in  Thurso  Bay  have  been  let  recently  to  Mr. 
Hoggarth.  They  were  formerly  rented  by  Mrs.  Dunbar, 
late  of  Brawl  Castle. — A.  H. 

Irish  Reports. 

Bundrowes. — Angling  for  salmon  on  this  river  opened 
with  the  New  Year,  but,  owing  to  the  continuous  frost,  the 
chances  of  sport  were  nil  until  last  week,  when  a  thaw  set 
in  and  on  Thursday  Mr.  J.  Gallaher,  fishing  the  lower 
waters,  hooked  and  landed  the  first  salmon  of  the  season, 
a  very  nice  fish,  weighing  111b.  This  was  followed  on 

Friday  by  Mr.  D.  Mago  wan,  killing  a  beautiful  fish  of  13Mb. 
on  the  upper  waters.  The  river  at  present  is  slightly  dis- 
l  coloured  owing  to  the  thaw. — M.  Rggan  and  Sons. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— The  season 
i  opens  here,  as  on  most  of  our  neighbouring  rivers,  with 
the  exception  of  Waterville,  on  February  1,  for  salmon  and 
!  trout,  with  rods  and  nets,  and  we  are  all  looking  forward 
and  hoping  for  good  sport.  Trout  have  been  rising  every 
day  in  the  river  between  Clonmel  and  Carrick-on-Suir  in 
great  numbers  for  the  past  week.  They  spawned  very 
j  early,  before  the  frost  set  in,  and  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
i  towards  recovery  already.— R.  Bradford. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).—  Only  five  salmon  were 
caught  at  AVaterville  weir  last  week.  This  is  the  smallest 
number  on  record  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  salmon 
are  very  slow  in  ascending,  up  to  the  present.  As  the  frost 
has  now  disapperred,  it  is  Hoped  that  the  fish  will  run  up 
forthwith.  Weather,  as  I  write,  rather  stormy,  with  occa¬ 
sional  showers  of  rain.  The  prospects  for  spring  angling, 


which  opens  here  on  the  1st  prox.,  if  not  very  bright,  are 
at  least  hoDeful.  The  spawning  season  was  reported  to 
be  a  fairly  good  one,  and  as  poachers  did  but  very  little 
harm,  the  number  of  fish  that  returned  to  the  sea  was 
perhaps  larger  than  usual.  The  frost,  though  heavy,  was 
not  such  as  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  spawning. 
It  is  thought  that  a  large  number  of  salmon  ran  up  into 
the  lake  in  December,  and  if  this  is  correct  the  chances  of 
goop  sport  will  be  materially  improved.— T.  J.  Denneiiy. 


WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Tnn  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the 
Bulls  Head  Inn.  High-street,  on  Friday,  Januayy  16,  the 
president,  Mr.  Harrison  Bowen,  occupying  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates  from  the 

associated  societies  ,  .  . . 

Mr.  Wingfield,  in  submitting  the  balance-sheet,  said 
that  although  the  subscriptions  for  each  club  during  the 
past  season  had  been  less  than  in  previous  years,  he  was 
pleased  to  say  all  expenses  had  been  met,  and  there  was  a 
balance  of  L25.  During  the  coming  season  they  would  be 
occupied  by  matters  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
fishing  interests  of  this  country,  and  which,  ho  trusted, 
would  result  in  securing  substantial  benefit  to  anglers  all 
round.  He  had  with  him  the  Great  Western  travelling 
cards,  and  would  hand  them  to  the  secretaries  present  for 
distribution  among  the  members  of  their  several  societies. 
Air  Wingfield  said  the  County  Council  had  again  been 
pleased  to  give  him  a  seat  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
which  was  most  satisfactory,  said  he  could  not  speak  too 
strongly  against  taking  fish  during  the  close  season.  It 
was  suicidal  to  the  bestinterests  of  anglers,  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wingfield  for  the  withholding  of  the  permits  would 
have  their  strongest  support,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be 
successful. 

Mr.  Harrison  Bowen  was  re-elected  president.  Air.  A!  .  T. 
Perks  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Prosser  treasurer,  and  Mr, 
R.  Wingfield  hon.  sec.,  were  also  unanimously  re-elected. 

Air.  Bowen  in  thanking  them  for  again  electing  him  as 
their  president,  said  it  would  give  him  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  preside  over  them  another  year.  His  whole 
heart  was  in  angling,  and  he  hoped  to  see  the  \\  orcester 
Association  the  best  in  the  kingdom.  He  already  had  a 
considerable  amount  of  private  fishing,  and  ho  would  be 
pleased  to  give  any  member  a  ticket  to  enjoy  a  day  s  fair 
sport  and  to  further  aid  the  association  he  would  rent  for 
their’  use  the  best  piece  of  water  he  could  obtain  within 
reasonable  distance  of  Worcester.  He  wanted  to  see  the 
working  man  able  to  enjoy  a  good  day  s  sport ;  nothing 
could  be  better  for  him  ;  it  took  him  out  into  the  broad, 
free  air,  and  brought  him  face  to  face  with  nature,  and 
enabled’him  to  enioy  one  of  the  most  healthful  and  fascina¬ 
ting  of  all  sports,  than  which  npne  could  enioy  more  than 
the  working  man.  He  felt  particularly  interested  on  their 
behalf.  He  would  like  to  see  more  honorary  members 
identified  with  the  association,  which  would  augment 
their  funds.  He  would  give  them  an  annual  subscription 
of  five  guineas ;  and  he  felt  sure  their  vice-president  would 
subscribe  a  like  amount,  and  he  knew  several  gentlemen 
that  would  be  pleased  to  become  hon.  members  and  sub¬ 
scribe  handsomely,  and  he  thought  there  was  a  most 
successful  future  before  the  association.  The  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  had  very  kindly  given  them  three 
guineas  worth  of  works  on  angling  for  them  to  compete  for 
during  the  present  year ;  then  there  were  their  usual  club 
prizes  and  in  addition  he  would  give  them  one  dozen  skin 
rugs  to  keep  them  warm.  He  trusted  the  prizes  would  be 
well  contested  and  the  sport  better  than  in  the  past  year, 
which  was  one  of  the  worst  he  ever  remembered.  He 
would  move  that  the  best  thanks  of  this  association  be 
given  to  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  prizes  he 
had  so  kindly  promised  them,  which  was  seconded  by  Air. 
Wingfield,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Several  members  having  spoken  in  favour  of  amalga¬ 
mating,  it  was  decided  for  the  executive  committee  to 
meet  during  the  coming  week,  to  further  consider  the 
matter,  and  formulate  a  circular  to  be  sent  to  the  various 
clubs,  setting  the  matter  fairly  before  them,  requesting  a 
reply  by  that  day  month,  on  which  date  the  committee 
would  meet  again  to  receive  their  decision. 

This  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 


FREE  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING 

Commencing  January  15. 

Salmon  Fishers  should  make  a  note  of  the  alteration  of  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  Tay,  as  it  is  expected  to  benefit  that  fine  stretch  of  about  five  miles’ 
free  fishing  attached  to 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL,  ABERFELDY,  N.B. 

ALEX.  NICOL,  Lessee. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAMS. 

LAKE  YYRNWY, 

north  wales,  via  oswestry. 

OPEN  26th  MARCH,  1891  (FLY-FISHING  ONLY). 

Result  of  Trial  Fishing ,  374  Trout.  Weight,  378 j  lbs. 

“BEST  FISHING-  IN  THE  THREE  KINGDOMS-” 

Nearest  and  best  approach  {  £i££FYLLIN  { % 

TRAINS  MET  BY  APPOINTMENT. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  replete  with  every  comfort  and  perfect  accommodation. 

QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  ROAD,  BATTERSEA. 

A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  be  had  Free. 

Gb  EDWARES.  -  Proprietor. 


‘  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  relerence  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.  — Charles  Dickers, 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURT! 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  IliE  RIVER,  &c. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  6s. 


January  31,  1891.] 
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SALMON  FISHERIES. 

HATCHERIES,  IMPROVEMENTS  AND 
THEORIES. 

By  Mac. 

Having  last  week  made  an  endeavour  to  show 
what  value  is  to  be  attached  to  the  statement  of  the 
“  netter  ”  that  all  that  the  Spey  anglers  require  to 
do  in  order  to  secure  for  themselves  such  sport  as 
they  desire  is  to  expend  a  few  hundred  pounds  for 
the  purpose  of  weekly  drawing  the  fish,  during 
the  close  time,  through  the  Duke’s  miles  of  river 
to  the  waters  above,  we  find  it  unnecessary  to 
make  further  reference  to  this  matter,  so  at  once 
proceed  to  speak  of  another — not  of  itself  of  great 
moment — over  which  rather  a  heated  discussion 
has  taken  place  in  connection,  likewise,  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Duke’s  hatchery. 

Distilleries  it  is  well  known  are  numerous  in  the 
water  catchment  area  of  the  Spey,  and  some  dis¬ 
tillers  it  is  also  known  are  keen  anglers.  At  least 
one  distiller — a  gentleman  who  is  famous  for 
his  “  Spey  cast  ” — has  been  having  his  shot  over 
the  hatchery  “  business.”  This  has  brought  into 
the  field  a  “  fair-play  ”  advocate,  who  charges  the 
distiller  as  being  himself  by  his  own  action  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  some  extent  to  the  deterioration  of  the 
angling.  He  says : — “  Forty  years  ago  there  were 
only  about  four  or  five  distilleries  on  the  Spey 
between  Ballindalloch  and  Boat  of  Bridge,  using 
probably  two  thousand  bushels  of  malt  per  week. 
Now  there  are  eight  or  nine  distilleries,  using  pro¬ 


bably  ten  thousand  bushels  of  malt  per  week,  and 
of  these  the  Glengrant  Distillery  is  said  alone  to 
uso  about  two  thousand  bushels.  Well,  the 
liquid  refuse  of  these  distilleries  consists,  I 
believe,  of  ‘  spent  wash  ’  and  ‘  spent  lees,’  and 
I  am  told  that  every  bushel  of  malt  distilled 
produces  fifteen  hundred  gallons  of  the  one 
aud  five  hundred  gallons  of  the  other,  or  two 
thousand  gallons  in  all.  If  you  multiply  two 
thousand  by  one  thousand,  you  get  two  million 
gallons  of  spent  wash  and  spent  lees,  which 
creates  a  mass  of  white  foam  or  froth  on  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  water.  In  the  burns  into  which  this 
stuff  is  discharged  before  it  reaches  the  Spey, 
anyone  who  looks  can  see  the  bottom  of  the  burn 
coated  with  a  yellow  colour  like  barm,  and  after 
the  waters  of  the  burns  in  question  enter  the  Spey, 
the  same  colour  can  be  traced  on  the  stones  for 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the  mouth  of 
the  burns.  Where  this  stuff  floats  on  the  waters 
not  only  in  the  burns,  hut  in  the  Spey  itself,  until 
the  frothy  matter  is  broken  up  by  the  current, 
there  is  a  strong  sour  smell  of  barm  apparent  to 
the  senses,  which  is  naturally  stronger  in  warm 
than  in  cold  weather.  Now  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  enormous  increase  in  the  quantity  of  this 
deleterious  refuse  thrown  into  the  Spey  of  late 
years  may  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect  on  the 
salmon  fishing.  The  salmon  is  reputed  to  be  a 
very  clean-feeding  fish,  and  anything  like  filth 
or  bad  smells  will  naturally  be  objectionable  to 
him.  Many  of  the  distilleries  on  the  Spey  are  new 
or  comparatively  new,  and  the  capacity  of  others 
has  of  late  been  enormously  increased,  and 
I  am  satisfied  I  am  not  overstating  the  case 
when  I  put  the  consumption  of  malt  at  the 
figure  I  have  stated.  Something  must  be  done 
about  this,  and  some  use  may  be  made  of 
our  new  County  Councils  by  putting  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Act  in  force  if,  upon  analysis, 
it  is  found  that  the  refuse  of  these  distilleries  is 
deleterious  to  the  river  or  the  inhabitants  thereof. 
I  don’t  say  it  is ;  hnt  I  think  it  is  time  the  matter 
were  inquired  into,  and  I  think  the  distiller  had 
better  hesitate  before  writing  down  ‘the  poor 
old  Spey,’  in  case  it  should  be  found  that  the 
refuse  of  the  whisky  by  which  he  makes  his  living 
is  as  deleterious  to  the  fishes  as  the  genuine 
article,  if  partaken  of  too  freely,  is  to  the  human 
subject,  and  that  the  first  thing  to  improve  the 
fishing  is  to  make  the  distillers  dispose  of  the 
refuse  of  their  distilleries  in  some  other  way  than 
by  pouring  it  undiluted  into  our  streams. 

As  we  have  frequently  pointed  out,  the  cause  of 
the  weakness  of  the  angling  interest  for  purposes 
aggressive  or  defensive  is  the  diversity  of  opinion 
which  gives  rise  to  contentions  amongst  those 
connected  with  and  composing  it.  This,  in  the 
case  of  the  Spey,  is  clearly  demonstrated.  Here 
we  have  two  parties,  both  most  likely  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  the  well-being  of  the  fishery,  tilting 
with  each  other  over  matters  of  mere  secondary 
importance.  Called  in  question,  as  above,  for  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  pollution  of  the  river  and  the 
concomitant  deterioration  of  the  fishings,  the  dis¬ 
tiller  replies  to  the  charges,  stating  at  the  outset 
that  they  “are  entirely  wrong,  and  that  the 
writer  who  makes  them  knows  as  much  about  fish- 
ing  as  he  does  about  distilling,  and  that  is  prac¬ 
tically  nil.”  “  As  to  his  statement,  he  says,  re¬ 
garding  the  refuse  that  goes  into  the  river  from 
distilleries,  it  is  quite  evident  that  someone  has 
been  fooling  him.  He  makes  the  enormous  state¬ 
ment  that  every  bushel  of  malt  produces  two 
thousand  gallons  of  wash  in  spent  lees,  and  infers 
that  for  every  bushel  of  malt  mashed  on  Spey- 
side,  this  quantity  per  bushel  goes  into  the  Spey.” 

“  Every  thousand  bushels  of  malt  will  produce 
on  an  average  about  21,170  gallons  of  worts,  from 
which  has  to  be  deducted — first,  the  quantity  of 
spirits  made  from  it ;  second,  about  five  per  cent, 
for  evaporation  ;  and  third,  the  quantity  of  wash 
consumed  by  cattle  at  distilleries,  given  away  to 
farmers  and  others,  and  used  for  manure.  Taking 
one  distillery  with  another  on  Speyside,  after  the 
deduction  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  and  five  per 
cent,  for  evaporation  from  the  worts,  I  calculate 
that  at  lease  one -half  of  the  remainder  is  con¬ 
sumed,  and  my  calculation  brings  out  that  only 
nine  gallons  of  refuse  goes  into  the  river  for  every 
bushel  mashed,  instead  of  the  enormous  quantity 
of  two  thousand  gallons  per  bushel  as  stated,  and 
this  quantity  is  distributed  over  a  large  area,  as 
all  the  distilleries  are  on  tributaries  of  the  river, 
and  where  there  are  trout.  It  is  only  on  four 


days  of  the  week  that  spent  wash  is  lot  away  from 
distilleries,  and  hardly  any  trace  of  it  can  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  main  stream,  and  I  have  killed 
many  salmon  on  these  days  below  the  distilleries.” 

This  wordy  passage  over  the  question  of  pollu¬ 
tions  seems  to  us  to  partake  pretty  much  of  the 
character  of  a  tempest  in  a  teapot.  Unquestion¬ 
ably  it  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  human  as 
well  as  of  fish  life  that  our  rivers  should  be  pure. 
But  hardly,  we  think,  with  regard  to  the  Spey 
will  it  be  contended — by  anyone  possessing  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  facts— that  that  river 
is  so  greatly  polluted  as  to  prove  detrimental  to  a 
large  extent  to  the  ascent  or  the  propagation  of 
the  fish,  which  are  the  subjects  that  presently 
concern  us.  The  writer  from  which  we  first  quote 
makes  an  extraordinary  statement,  the  absurdity 
of  which  must  be  apparent  to  everyone.  But 
while  he  so  greatly  exaggerates  the  extent  of  the 
pollution,  the  distiller  on  the  other  hand,  we  aro 
credibly  informed,  under  estimates  it  to  some 
extent.  Yet  being  an  angling  enthusiast,  the 
latter,  since  he  must  know  that  pollution  of 
any  kind  is  distasteful  to  the  salmon,  might  with 
good  grace  have  admitted  the  fact,  and  stated 
that  so  far  as  he  personally  is  concerned  there 
will  be  no  ground  for  charging  him  in  the  future 
with  polluting  the  river.  Had  he  made  such  a 
statement  there  is  no  saying  but  the  other  dis¬ 
tillers  might  have  resolved  to  follow  his  example. 
Either  for  irrigation  purposes  or  by  means  of  filter 
ponds  they  could  profitably  utilise  their  “  waste  ” 
instead  of  running  it  off  direct  into  the  streams  to 
pollute  the  river.  Quibbling  over  the  extent  of 
the  pollution  is  one  thing — of  no  practical  impor¬ 
tance  ;  taking  steps  to  prevent  the  pollution  is 
another  thing — of  real  practical  importance. 

After  dealing  with  the  subject  of  distillery 
refuse  as  affecting  the  fishery,  the  distiller  tackles 
in  the  first  place  the  opinions  of  Huxley,  Gunther, 
Richardson  and  Stoddart,  and  then  proceeds  to 
ventilate  a  theory,  concerning  which  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  to  offer  some  criticism.  “  Regard¬ 
ing,”  he  says,  “  Professor  Huxley’s  contention 
that  there  is  no  evidence  that  fish  that  ascend 
earlier  spawn  earlier,  you  have  only  to  collect 
evidence  from  keepers,  deerstalkers,  and  water 
bailiffs  on  the  Avon  and  upper  tributaries  of  the 
Spey,  aud  they  will  tell  you  that  fish  that  have 
been  lying  in  pools  all  the  summer  go  on  to  the 
spawning  beds  as  early  as  the  end  of  October. 

“  This  disposes  of  Gunther’s  contention  that 
early  fish  are  unsuitable  for  breeding;  and  as 
regards  his  saying  that  early  fish  return  to  the 
sea  with  the  late  kelts,  every  fisher  must  know 
that  that  must  refer  to  the  very  clear  kelts,  espe¬ 
cially  kelt  grilses,  which  are  very  lean  and  clear. 
Kelts  in  April  put  on  a  silvery  coat,  and  it  often 
takes  a  practical  fisher  all  his  time  to  tell  a  well- 
mended,  clear  kelt  from  a  salmon. 

“  There  are  exceptions  to  every  rule,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  Stoddart  may  have  killed  a 
fish  or  two  with  diseased  ovaries. 

“  Regarding  the  statement  of  Sir  J.  Richardson, 
that  late  and  gravid  fish  are  the  real  productive 
breeders,  you  have  only  to  look  at  the  present 
state  of  the  Spey  and  other  rivers  in  Scotland  at 
the  present  time  to  prove  that  he  is  wrong  (?). 

“Everyone  who  fishes  knows  that  the  roe  in  a 
spring  fish  is  very  small,  but  as  the  season  ad¬ 
vances  it  develops  just  as  if  the  fish  had  remained 
in  the  sea. 

“It  is  a  great  pity  that  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  is  making  his  hatchery 
where  it  is.  He  will  certainly  be  able  to  breed 
his  fish  with  more  ease  as  regards  the  catching 
of  fish,  and  big  fish  ;  but  they  will,  in  my  opinion, 
produce  late  fish  like  themselves.  If  a  hatchery  were 
made  about  the  junction  of  the  Livet  aud  the 
Avon  (where' a  good  practical  fisher  would  over¬ 
look  it),  or  even  up  the  Spey  at  Ivinrara,  no  doubt 
good  would  result.” 

Like  prejudices,  theories  when  of  long  standing 
die  hard.  In  some  cases,  as  probably  in  the  dis¬ 
tiller’s  case,  they  are  “  inherited  proclivities.” 
The  distiller  seems  to  hold  that  what  one  fish  does 
the  same  must  its  off  spring  do  ;  in  short,  that 
the  fish  hatched  from  the  ova  of  spring-run  fish 
must  run  in  spring,  and  those  from  the  ova  of 
autumn-run  fish  in  autumn.  But  this  is  a  theory 
that  does  not  hold  water.  In  abundance  of  facts 
there  is  proof  to  disprove  it.  In  all  large  long- 
seasoned  rivers  most  of  the  young  salmon,  irre¬ 
spective  of  their  parentage,  ascend  in  spring  or 
early  summer.  If  we  admit  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
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ment  that  a  spring  fish  is  a  fish  of  a  breed  distinct 
from  the  autumn  fish,  where  do  we  find  ourselves 
when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  grilse,  which  is 
naturally  a  fish  of  the  summer  ?  Is  this  fish  dis¬ 
tinct  from  the  others  ?  If  not,  which  is  it  come 
of — the  spring  fish  or  the  autumn  fish  ?  The 
theory  that  a  spring  fish,  a  grilse,  and  an  autumn 
fish  are  all  different  breeds,  each  inheriting  its 
own  seasonal  migratory  instinct,  might,  we  should 
suppose,  be  no  longer  a  theory,  but  a  fact,  were  there 
three  different  spawning  seasons,  the  spring  fish 
spawning  in  spring,  the  grilse  in  summer,  and  the 
autumn  fish  in  autumn.  To  accept  the  theory 
that  the  spring  fish  and  the  autumn  fish  are  dif¬ 
ferent  breeds,  individually  possessed  of  an  instinct 
which  makes  their  migration  inland  to  be  at  times 
of  the  year  different  from  each  other  would 
necessitate  our  being  prepared  to  accept  the 
theory  that  in  the  grilse  we  have  a  distinct  species 
of  the  salmonidce,  because  neither  in  spring  with 
the  spring  fish  nor  in  autumn  with  the  autumn 
fish,  but  in  summer,  which  appears  the  natural 
time,  does  their  migration  everywhere  take  place 
in  fullest  strength. 

(To  be  continued .) 


SOME  AUTUMN  DAYS  ON  THE 
SPEY. 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 

{Continued  from  page  38.) 

After  I  had  watched  the  Spey  cast  for 
some  time  with  the  greatest  interest,  my  friend 
went  up-stream  and  I  went  down  to  the  Boat  Pool 
and  fished  the  head  of  it  without  a  touch.  The 
pool  below,  Jock’s  Tail,  was  being  fished  by  anglers 
on  the  other  side.  They  tried  it  down  first  with 
the  fly  and  then  with  prawn.  When  they  had  left 
it  I  waded  in,  and  about  three  parts  down  the 
cast  had  the  pleasure  of  tightening  on  a  lively 
little  fish  of  about  81b.,  which  made  a  good  fight 
for  seven  or  eight  minutes  before  I  got  him  within 
reach  of  the  gaff.  There  are  many  exceptions,  of 
course,  but  my  own  experience  of  killing  salmon 
leads  me  to  believe  that  the  old  saying,  “  a  pound 
a  minute,”  is  not  far  out — that  is  if  the  fish  is  in 
a  strong  stream  and  fights  hard  all  the  time. 
On  getting  home  I  was  delighted  to  find  my 
friend  had  killed  a  good  fish.  It  rained  hard  all 
night,  and  the  Spey  was  high  and  dirty  next 
morning,  so  we  overhauled  flies  and  tackle  in 
the  gun  room,  and  then  we  went  rabbit  shooting 
in  a  cold,  drizzling  rain.  I  say  we  went,  but 
candour  compels  me  to  add  that  I  reluctantly 
declined  my  friend’s  offer  of  a  gun.  I  knew 
that  my  practice  with  that  weapon  had  been 
almost  nil  for  fifteen  years  or  more,  and  snap¬ 
shooting  at  rabbits  bolting  from  their  holes 
among  trees  and  bracken  on  a  steep  hill-side 
was  hardly  the  time  to  resume  it ;  but  I 
keenly  enjoyed  seeing  the  way  the  shooters 
bowled  the  bunnies  over,  and  watching  the 
ferrets  work  and  the  dogs  bring  in  the  dead 
and  wounded.  By  lunch  time  the  rain  set 
in  so  hard  that  all  hope  of  fishing  was  gone, 
and  after  walking  down  to  look  at  the  river, 
which  was  now  several  feet  higher  than  it  was  at 
the  same  time  the  previous  day,  we  returned  to 
the  house,  the  cheerful  fire  and  books  in  the  gun¬ 
room,  which  is  also  the  library,  being  more 
attractive  than  blustering  wind  and  rain.  My 
friend’s  last  twenty  years’  experiences  as  a 
salmon  fisher  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  or  rather  the 
practical  result  in  the  way  of  fish  killed,  hooked, 
touched,  and  risen  are  recorded  in  his  “  log,”  to¬ 
gether  with  the  flies  used,  &c.,  and  I  need  hardly 
say  that  going  over  this  record  with  him,  he 
every  now  and  then  describing  scenes,  and  killing 
again  some  fine  fellow  whose  weight  entry  was  a 
sufficient  reminder  of  the  event,  was  almost  the 
next  best  thing  to  fishing,  especially  as  that  was 
out  of  the  question  for  the  moment. 

Next  day  my  friend  was  away  at  a  grouse 
drive.  In  the  morning  I,  with  McDonald  for 
my  gillie,  fished  hard  all  through  such  of  the 
lower  pools  as  would  fish  ;  but  the  water  was  too 
high,  and  a  turn  after  lunch  at  the  Red  Craig, 
a  splendid  stream,  also  resulted  in  a  blank, 
although  fly  after  fly  was  tried. 

Next  day  (Sunday)  my  friend  took  me  over  his 
grouse  mountain,  Ben  Aigan.  From  the  top  we 
had  one  of  the  most  glorious  views  imaginable. 
We  stood  on  a  mountain  in  the  midst  of  mountains, 


and  could  trace  the  Spey  winding  northwards  like 
a  great  silver  serpent  until  it  was  lost  in  the 
Moray  Firth.  The  wedge-shaped,  shimmering 
level  beyond  was  the  Firth  itself,  and  here  and 
there  above  the  distant  sea-haze  we  could  see  the 
tops  of  some  of  the  Cromarty  mountains  ;  among 
them  my  friend  pointed  out  one  from  its  shape 
most  aptly  named  the  Maiden  Pap  of  Caithness. 

Late  as  it  was  in  the  season,  in  the  near  valleys 
and  on  the  lower  slopes  of  distant  hills  bright 
patches  of  yellow  told  that  much  of  the  corn  was 
still  uncut,  and  partridge  shooting  delayed  in 
consequence.  No  wonder  salmon  fishing  is  so  at¬ 
tractive  when  its  pursuit  brings  one  into  such  a 
country  as  this.  But  the  wind  up  here  is  keen, 
and  in  spite  of  the  sharp  walk  up  I  felt  chilled  to 
the  bone  and  not  sorry  when  my  friend  whistled 
to  Bogie  and  Vic,  and  we  continued  our 
walk  down  through  the  luxuriant  heather  and 
bracken.  We  made  a  detour  on  our  way  home  to 
call  on  Mr.  Menzies,  a  friend  of  my  host.  We 
met  Mr.  Menzies  on  the  road  near  his  house  sur¬ 
rounded  by  dogs  of  all  sorts  and  sizes.  There 
was  instantly  a  row  between  Vic,  most  perfect 
of  terriers,  and  his  new  friends,  while  dear  little 
old  Dandie  Bogie,  who  must  have  been  half 
dead  with  his  interminable  jumps  over  the  heather 
— he  could  only  get  through  it  by  jumping  into  it 
and  out  of  it — turned  tail  and  made  for  home  , 
as  fast  as  his  legs  would  take  him.  Bogie  and 
Vic  I  only  knew  for  a  day  or  two,  but  I  shall 
never  forget  them.  Bogie  was  nothing  but  soul 
and  a  bundle  of  slate-coloured  hair,  there  was 
quite  a  lot  of  him  to  look  at,  but  when  you  took 
him  up  the  marvel  was  where  all  this  fun,  frolic, 
and  boundless  energy  came  from.  Vic  was  white 
and  quite  a  steady  dog  until  teased  out  of  all 
patience  by  her  friend,  and  then  you  might  see  a 
grey  and  white  ball  roll  down  among  the  bracken 
amid  a  volley  of  short  sharp  barks.  May  the 
traps  in  the  warren  which  they  are  so  fond 
of  exploring  never  realise  the  fears  of  Vic  and 
Bogie’s  mistresses. 

At  Mr.  - ’s  we  met  his  friend,  Captain 

- ,  a  first  rate  salmon  angler,  well  known 

on  the  Usk.  While  enjoying  Mrs. - ’s  hos¬ 

pitality,  and  never  did  I  think  a  glass  of  Scotch 
whiskey  more  refreshing  than  after  my  cold  spell 
on  Ben  Aigan,  we  had  a  chat  about  the  fishing. 

Captain  -  told  me  he  had  had  grand 

sport  on  the  Usk  the  previous  season,  killing,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  seventeen  fish  in  one  day. 

Next  day  the  river  was  getting  into  good  order. 

I  went  up]to  the  Dip  with  MacDonald,  but  it  fished 
blank.  On  getting  down  to  the  Red  Craig, 
MacDonald  advised  a  Lady  Caroline  for  a  change, 
and  it  proved  successful.  First  I  had  a  touch 
from  a  small  fish,  and  then  as  the  fly  was  working 
round  in  the  deep  heavy  water,  peat  coloured,  but 
not  too  much  so,  there  was  a  big  boil  on  the 
surface,  and  on  responding  I  found  I  was  into  a 
good  fellow.  The  reel  shrieked  in  response  to  his 
rushes,  beginning  low  down  the  scale,  it  quickly 
raised  the  note.  Every  salmon  angler  loves  this 


cry  of  the  reel ;  there  is  something  almost  human 
in  it.  For  a  second  or  two  it  is  quiet,  and  you 
wind  in,  click,  click,  click,  with  the  rod  bending 
to  the  strain,  and  every  nerve  in  your  body  feels 
as  if  strung  to  the  uttermost.  Click,  click,  the 
line  comes  in  by  inches,  then  another  heavy  pull 
on  the  rod  ;  the  reel  screams  again  as  the  line  is 
drawn  off  with  lightning  speed,  and  fifty  yards 
down  stream  the  water  opens  as  twenty  pounds 
of  solid  salmon  bursts  up  from  it. 

“  It’s  a  good  fish,”  says  MacDonald,  as  he 
stands,  gaff  in  hand,  at  the  spot  where  he  knows 
the  fish  will  be  killed,  if  he  is  killed  at  all.  For  I 
have  struck  this  fellow  at  a  spot  where,  at  this 
height  of  the  water,  it  is  impossible  to  follow  him 
twenty  yards  further  down  stream,  and  he  is  at 
this  moment  out  long  below  a  sheer  bank  of  rock 
and  trees. 

“  Will  he  go  down,  MacDonald  ?  ”  I  say,  putting 
on  all  the  strain  I  dare. 

“  I  think  not,  sir  ;  but  it’s  a  lively  fish.”  This 
as  the  fish  again  shows,  this  time  rather  higher 
up-stream. 

Tug,  tug,  tug  is  the  order  of  the  day  at  this 
period.  You  feel  the  fish  is  getting  angry; 
then  the  pressure  relaxes,  and  as  you  wind  up 
as  rapidly  as  fingers  will  turn  the  handle,  and 
get  the  rod  further  back  to  keep  up  the  tension 
on  the  line,  you  know  the  salmon  is  trying 
another  move ;  he  is  coming  slowly  at  first, 
then  faster  and  faster,  right  up  through  the 
strength  of  the  stream.  The  fish  is  now 
only  ten  yards  from  you,  and  but  a  few  feet 
under  the  surface,  as  shown  by  the  way  the 
twisted  end  of  the  gut  cast  is  cutting  the  surface 
of  the  water,  as  it  moves  like  a  knife  blade 
through  it.  Ten  minutes,  fifteen  minutes  pass  in 
a  moment,  and  yet  seem  an  age.  Then  you  get 
the  first  sight  of  your  foe  as  a  glorious  silver-side 
rolls  up  for  a  moment  to  the  surface — sure  sign 
that  the  first  strength  is  failing  ;  if  he  sulks  and 
takes  a  “breather”  at  the  bottom,  there  is  no 
knowing  when  the  end  will  be  ;  but  a  fish  which 
has  fought  for  fifteen  minutes,  as  this  one  has,  and 
against  the  Spey  in  spate,  has  made  a  worthy 
fight  for  life,  and  dies  honourably ;  but  it  was 
another  five  minutes  before  I  could  guide  him  to 
the  spot  where  MacDonald  stood.  “Habet!” 
and  the  next  instant  a  handsome  twenty-pounder 
is  swung  out  on  to  the  rocks  by  a  steady  stroke 
of  the  gaff.  That’s  how  I  like  to  see  a  fish  gaffed. 

As  the  gong  sounds  for  dinner  my  friend  walks 
into  the  drawing-room.  “  Well,  Marston,  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  have  got  a  good  fish — 211b. 
exactly,”  and  I,  too,  am  delighted  to  find  an 
eighteen,  a  fifteen,  and  a  five-pounder  have  fallen 
to  my  friend’s  rod.  All  with  fly,  of  course,  for  he 
never,  I  think,  in  his  life  used  any  other  lure  for 
a  salmon. 

As  previously  promised,  I  now  give  a  few 
illustrations.  I  am  sorry  those  of  the  Spey  cast 
which  were  published  in  the  Gazette  in  1884  are 
too  large  for  its  present  form. 

Fig.  1  represents  a  Spey  cock’s  hackle,  and  is 
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the  natural  size  and  shape — in  colour  it  is  a  dark 
metallic  bronze  green. 

Fig.  2  represents  the.  same  hackle,  with  the 
fibres  pressed  back  andthe  downy  part  cleaned  off. 

But  I  cannot  do  better  than  reproduce  what  Mr. 
Brown,  of  42,  George-street,  Aberdeen,  said  last 
week  about  this  hackle. 

For  the  Purple  King  and  its  dressing  I  am  also 
indebted  to  him. 

“  Hackle.— The  hackle  is  perhaps  the  most  distinguish¬ 
ing  feature  of  the  Spey  fly,  and  the  greatest  puzzle  both  to 
amateur  and  professional  flv-tiers.  It  is  not,  properly 
speaking,  a  hackle,  but  is  taken  off  that  part  of  the  cock 
which  might  be  called  the  ‘  saddle,’  or  near  the  tail.  The 
best  feathers  hang  with  a  grateful  curve  from  the  root  of 
the  tail  down  the  side  of  it,  and  when  the  fibres  are  ex¬ 
tended  to  right  angles  with  the  stem,  they  will  be  found  to 
be  of  equal  length  from  butt  to  tip— not  tapering  as  in  a 
hackle.  The  feather  thus  described  is  also  very  soft  in 
fibre,  and  when  dressed  on  the  fly,  has  a  very  different 
appearance  to  the  ordinary  cock’s  hackle,  and  a  very 
different  effect  in  the  water.  Now  as  the  hackle  of  the 
Spey  fly  differs  from  ordinary  hackles,  so  does  the  manner 
of  putting  it  on.  The  ordinary  standard  fly  has  the  hackle 
tied  in,  or  begun,  at  the  small  tip  or  point.  The  Spey  fly 
has  it  tied  in,  or  begun,  at  the  butt  or  thick  end  of  the 
stem.  Having  cleaned  off  the  downiest  part  of  the  fibre  at 
the  butt-end,  and  left  just  a  little  of  the  gray  (a  sort  of 
half  ‘down,’ half  fibre),  and  having  seen  that  the  fibre  is 
long  enough  to  extend  about  Jin.  beyond  the  bend  of  the 
hook— the  stem  is  tied  in  at  the  very  commencement  of 
the  body,  along  with  the  tinsels.  When  the  two  tinsels— 
a  flat  and  a  thread— have  been  wound  to  the  right  hand, 
the  hackle  is  taken  and  wound  to  the  left  hand.  The  tinsel 
is  then  wound  to  the  right,  parallel  with  the  other  two,  and 
across  the  hackle  stem  at  every  turn.  When  fixed,  a 
needle  is  required  to  relieve  those  fibres  of  the  hackle 
which  may  have  been  tied  down  by  the  crossing  tinsel.” 

Now  we  come  to  the  Spey  rod,  which  I  have 
bad  illustrated  from  some  sketches  and  notes 
kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  D.  Wilson,  bon.  sec. 
of  the  Flyfishers’  Club,  who  was,  I  believe, 


This  very  favourite  Spey  pattern  is  made  as  follows 

Body. — Light  purple  wool,  ribbed  with  one  flat  and  two 
thread  tinsels ;  or.e  gold  and  one  silver. 

Hacldc.— Brownish  black  feather  from  side  of  cock’s  tail, 
wound  contrary  to  tinsels  and  crossed  by  one  of  them. 

Teal  at  shoulder. 

Wing.— Double  strips  of  mallard,  short  and  set  apart 
to  allow  hackle  to  appear  between  them. 

( Conclusion  next  week.) 


$0t£S’ 

We  hope  that  anglers  on  the  Tees  will  resist 
the  proposal  to  tax  their  trout  rods  still  further  to 
aid  the  failing  salmon  fisheries. 


We  notice  that,  out  of  about  twenty-six  columns 
of  which  its  reading  matter  is  composed,  the  last 
number  of  the  American  Angler  to  band  contains 
nearly  eight  which  it  acknowledges  as  copied  from 
our  columns.  Imitation  is  the  sincerest  flattery. 

Prince  Henry  of  Battenberg  will  shortly  fish 
the  Queen’s  long  stretch  of  water  on  the  Aberdeen¬ 
shire  Dee,  which  extends  from  Invercauld  Bridge 
to  Balmoral  Bridge.  We  wish  him  tight  lines. 


Our  river  reporters  will  kindly  note  that  the 
new  report  forms  are  ready,  and  can  be  had  on 
receipt  of  postcard  asking  for  them,  and  giving 
name  and  address  of  reporter. 


We  have  received  a  cheque  for  a  guinea  for  the 
Andrews  Defence  Fund  from  the  Greenwich 


Angling  Society,  per  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  G.  J. 
Toynbee.  We  have  sent  it  on  to  the  Mayor  of 
Maidenhead,  treasurer  to  the  fund. 


puted  to  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  the  chairman  of  the 
Board,  to  give  permission  to  angle  for  fresh  water 
fish  in  the  close  season  to  such  licensees  as  may 
apply  for  leave  during  this  year  and  next,  was  not 
passed  by  the  members  of  the  Board.  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society,  opposed  the  motion,  and  rightly 
too,  on  the  ground  that  there  were  far  too  many 
rough  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  around  Shrews¬ 
bury,  and  that  they  were  fairly  eating  the  trout 
out  of  “  house  and  home.”  The  power  of  grant¬ 
ing  permits  was  thereupon  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  chairman  as  before,  and  a  wiser  conclusion 
than  to  leave  the  matter  to  so  experienced  a 
gentleman  could  not  have  been  arrived  at.  The 
chairman  announced,  however,  that  he  should 
probably  refuse  any  permits  around  and  below 
Worcester, where  the  rough  fish  arenot  so  plentiful. 

A  correspondent  writes  :  “  I  have  found  out  a 
nice  place  in  Orkney,  but  the  trout  in  Loch  Sten- 
nis  are  very  bad  to  get  up  ;  still  I  caught  some 
lovely  ones  quite  2£lb.  If  this  last  decree  about 
the  netting  is  upheld,  there  will  be  in  four  or  five 
years  grand  fishing  on  Stennis ;  but  there  is  a 
great  dearth  of  fish  just  now,  and  the  natives  are, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  poor  fishermen,  but  terrible 
poachers.”  The  case  referred  to  by  our  correspon¬ 
dent  was  taken  to  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh, 
by  the  parties  convicted  at  the  Kirkwall  Police 
Court  for  taking  sea  trout  with  an  illegal  net. 
The  defence  was  that  they  were  using  ordinary 
drift  nets  allowed  for  taking  white  fish.  Lord 
Wellwood,  in  giving  judgment,  said  this  was  an 

attempt  to  get,  by  a 
sidewind,  a  reversal  of 
a  conviction  against 
these  men  for  illegal 
fishing,  and  it  was  in 
advisable  to  give  de¬ 
clarator  as  to  the  terms 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
such  as  was  relied  on 
by  the  pursuers.  Be¬ 
sides,  defenders  were 
not  claiming  any  right 
to  fishings,  but  as  ad¬ 
ministrators  of  justice. 
He  accordingly  dis- 


WHEN  HELD  KINGS  UPWARD. 


missed  the  action. 


born  on  the  banks  of  the  Spey.  The  engraver 
has  not  succeeded  very  well  in  giving  the  im¬ 
pression  of  length  and  elegance,  but  the  main 
point  was  to  show  the  peculiar  “  set”  of  a  true 
Spey  rod.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  has  quite  a 
retrousse  appearance.  Mr.  Wilson  has  once  or 
twice  shown  his  rods  at  the  Flyfishers’  Club,  and 
for  their  length  they  were  far  and  away  the 
lightest  salmon  rods  I  have  ever  handled.  Here 
is  what  he  says  about  them  : — 

The  Flyfishers’  Club,  London,  W.C. 

Jan.  17,  1891. 

Dear  Marston,— I  am  sorry  I  am  no  draughtsman— 
with  the  pen  at  all  events— or  I  might  give  you  a  better 
idea  than  the  enclosed  of  the  Spey  rod.  Like  everything 
else  it  is  subject  to  exaggeration  and  variation— that  is 
to  say,  in  some  rods  the" “set”  is  greater  than  in  others, 
and  again  it  begins  nearer  the  butt  in  some  than  in  others. 
It  is  certain  that  this  “set,”  as  I  call  it,  is  necessary  to  a 
clean  performance  of  the  Spey  cast,  as  it  gives  lifting 
power  to  the  rod.  As  to  line  I  have  no  favourite.  1  have 
used  all  sorts  down— or  up— to  the  whip-lash,  and  can  do 
with  any  of  them.  The  whip-lash,  I  think,  helps  one  some¬ 
what,  but  one  could  well  do  without  it.  I  am  in  favour 
of  a  rod  not  longer  than  18ft.  (a  20ft.  rod  is  a  gillie’s  rod), 
not  too  heavy,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
better  wood  than  well  seasoned  lance-wood.  By  the  way, 
as  to  the  line  it  should  be  proportioned  to  the  weight  of 
the  rod,  and  not  too  heavily  varnished,  as  the  Spey  cast 
cracks  the  softest  dressing  ever  I  saw.— Yours  faithfully, 

D.  Wilson. 


We  are  glad  to  see  from  Mr.  Howard  Livesey’s 
letter  that  there  is  a  movement  in  favour  of  im¬ 
proving  the  fishing  in  the  English  lakes.  There 
is  unbounded  room  for  it. 


Last  week  a  correspondent  asked  us  how  to 
prepare  salmon  roe  as  a  bait  for  fishing.  We  said 
we  could  not  give  the  information.  One  or  two 
correspondents  have  since  sent  it.  We  ought  to 
have  said  we  would  not  give  it  as  its  use  is  illegal. 
Many  of  the  old  angling  books  give  the  recipe. 


All  interested  in  the  river  Wey  should  procure 
the  West  Surrey  Times  of  Jan.  24  (office  Guildford). 
It  contains  a  valuable  and  interesting  account  of 
the  river,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  one  of  the  first 
pisciculturists  of  the  day,  and  a  good  map  of  the 
river.  It  is  the  old  story — a  grand  river  naturally, 
but  as  regards  its  lower  length  ruined  by  the 
sewage  of  Godaiming,  Guildford,  &c. 


We  have  much  pleasure  in  calling  the  special 
attention  of  salmon  and  trout  anglers  to  the  new 
association  which  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  and  improving  the  free  public  fish¬ 
ing  waters  of  those  splendid  Irish  loughs,  Mask 
and  Corrib,  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  use  of  the 
abominable  cross  lines,  which  have  ruined  so  much 
good  Irish  fishing.  We  had  a  visit  from  the  hon. 
sec.  of  the  society,  Mr.  Henry  Hodgson,  of  Curra- 
revagh,  Oughterard,  and  were  glad  to  promise 
him  the  support  of  the  F.  G.,  and  to  hear  that  the 
movement  has  met  with  a  most  encouraging  re¬ 
ception.  If  cross-lines  are  abolished,  in  a  very  short 
time  these  grand  lakes,  which  are  only  three  hours’ 
journey  from  Dublin,  will  again  offer  some  of  the 
finest  fishing  to  be  bad  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or 
anywhere  else.  We  shall  continue  to  give  par¬ 
ticulars  about  this  most  satisfactory  movement. 


Though  fast  disappearing,  the  genuine  wild  cat 
is  still  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  more  inaccessible 
and  sequestered  parts  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
Last  week  two  good  specimens  from  Ross-shiro 
were  sent  to  Jackson,  taxidermist,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.  They  measured  36in.  and  37Hn.  from  noso 
to  tip  of  tail,  and  weighed  18lb.  8oz.  and  181b.  lOoz. 
respectively.  _ 

It  was  only  last  week  that  the  northern  and 
north-western  Highlands  got  the  first  taste  this 
winter  of  unusually  rigorous  weather,  such  as  four 
weeks  previously  had  been  experienced  over 
almost  all  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 


There  are  signs  of  a  capital  stock  of  salmon  this 
year,  and  angling  promises  well.  Up  to  date  it 
has  been  good.  The  fish  within  a  shade  of  401b. 
that  was  got  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water  of  the  Tay 
last  week  crowns  by  a  long  way  the  weight  of  any 
other  that  has  been  captured  as  yet.  The  tape 
showed  its  measurements  to  be,  length  4ft.,  girth 
2ft.  For  a  spring  fish  particularly  it  was  a  giant, 
and  the  angler  to  whose  rod  it  fell  has  gained  his 
laurels.  _ 

The  lucky  gentleman  was  Mr.  Shaw,  London. 


The  early  opening  of  the  rod  season  seems  a 
suitable  arrangement  as  concerns  the  Tay,  since 
it  gives  anglers  on  the  river  a  chance  of  the  later 
runners  of  the  large  fish  which  make  Loch  Tay 
their  home  for  some  months  early  in  the  year. 


The  Purple  King. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the  resolution 
brought  forward  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators  to  withdraw  the  power  de- 


Two  Ross-shiro  rivers,  the  Conon  and  Carron, 
Easter  Ross,  are  certain  by-and-bye  to  have  their 
early  angling  much  improved  as  the  result  of  the 
changes  effected  last  year  and  the  year  before, 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  former  river,  has  been 
the  buying  up  and  discontinuance  of  the  river 
netting,  and  in  that  of  the  latter  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland’s  abandonment  of  the  netting,  and 
the  alteration  of  the  river’s  entrance  into  the 
tideway. 
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THE  DECREASE  OF  SALMON  IN 
THE  SEVERN: 

Its  Cause,  its  Effect,  and  its  Remedy. 
By  C.  V. 

Now  that  this  great  and  difficult  problem  is 
causing  such  a  considerable  amount  of  agitation 
and  friction  among  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
the  salmon  fishing  of  the  Severn,  more  especially, 
however,  those  in  the  upper  districts ;  and  now 
that  the  matter  is  receiving  the  serious  attention 
of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  a  few  facts 
concerning  the  discussion  and  the  points  at  issue 
between  the  upper  and  lower  interests  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  of  interest.  Of  the  alarming  decrease  in 
the  number  of  salmon  in  the  river,  in  the  lower 
as  well  as  the  upper  reaches,  there  is  unfortu¬ 
nately  no  manner  of  doubt.  Nearly  all  who  have 
an  interest  in  the  subject  are  agreed  upon  that 
point,  but  the  problem  as  to  how  this  decrease  is 
caused,  and  what  are  the  best  remedies,  is  a  rock 
around  which  threatens  to  rage  a  heavy  storm  of 
dissent. 

The  question  was  first  raised  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  County  Councils  interested  in  the 
fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Severn,  who 
for  many  years  have  had  just  cause  to  complain 
of  the  scarcity  in  the  numbers  of  salmon  which 
have  been  allowed  to  make  their  way  to  the  dis¬ 
tricts  above  Worcester,  or  rather  which  have 
miraculously  escaped  the  many  perils  which  beset 
them  in  their  passage  up  stream  to  spawn.  In 
bygone  days,  when  the  passage  was  cleared  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  constant  traffic  of  the  barges, 
it  is  well  known  that  salmon  were  plentiful  enough, 
aud  in  fact  tradition  says  that  the  indentures  of 
apprentices  in  Shrewsbury  provided  that  salmon 
should  not  adorn  their  dining  tables  more  than 
twice  or  thrice  a  week.  If  salmon  then  were  so 
plentiful  at  a  time  when  that  all-powerful  body 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  did  not  exist 
to  preserve  the  fish,  and  netting,  snaring,  spear¬ 
ing,  and  all  the  wiles  of  the  poacher  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  day  were  carried  on  unchecked,  how  comes 
it  that  with  all  our  fishery  laws  for  the  prevention 
of  poaching,  for  regulating  the  construction  of 
weirs,  and  for  providing  close  time  we  have  con¬ 
siderably  less  fish  than  ever  ? 

Herein  lies  the  bone  of  contention  between  the 
fishermen  of  the  lower  waters  below  Worcester 
and  those  iu  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire 
and  the  neighbouring  counties  who  are  interested 
iu  the  fishing  above  Shrewsbury.  The  netsmen 
from  below  Worcester — some  hundreds  of  whom 
get  their  livelihood  by  their  nets- contend  that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  them  to  deprive  them  of  two 
of  the  best  months  of  their  fishing  and  when  the 
salmon  realise  the  highest  prices,  as  it  is  proposed 
to  do  by  the  chairman  and  other  members  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators,  who  desire  to  lengthen  the 
close-time  in  order  to  give  the  breeding  fish  a 
longer  time  to  run.  They  allege  that  the  cause 
of  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  is  the 
obstruction  caused  by  the  weirs  aud  the  ever- 
increasing  pollution  of  the  river.  On  the  other 
hand,  those  who  on  the  upper  districts  desire  to 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  salmon  iu  their 
localities  to  make  it  worth  while  angling  for  them 
aud  some  few  to  net  them,  contend  that  all  the 
fish  are  taken  in  the  nets  below  Worcester,  and 
that  consequently  the  close-time  should  be 
lengthened  and  increased  facilities  be  given  to 
allow  the  fish  to  ascend,  so  that  when  the  fish¬ 
ing  season  commenced  those  iu  the  upper  dis¬ 
tricts  would  begin  to  catch  their  fish  at  the 
same  time  that  the  fishermen  down-stream  com¬ 
menced  to  take  theirs. 

The  riparian  owners  and  sportsmen  in  the 
upper  districts  complain,  and  justly,  that  under 
the  present  conditions,  although  they  breed  and 
preservo  nearly  all  the  young  fish  that  the  river 
produces  in  their  waters,  they  derive  no  benefit 
from  doing  so,  aud  so  forcibly  did  one  member  of 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  express  himself 
at  a  recent  meeting  as  to  threaten  that  unless 
some  fish  were  allowed  to  reach  the  upper  waters 
they  would  feel  justified  in  turning  into  the  river 
a  number  of  black  bass  to  provide  sport  for  anglers 
in  lieu  of  salmon  fishing/  These  fish,  ho  darkly 
hinted,  were  very  voracious,  and  would  certainly 
consumo  a  great  number  of  young  fish.  We  hope 
that  this  threat  was  not  holden  out  seriously,  be- 
causo  if  so  the  spirit  displayed  by  the  gentleman 
referred  to  is  anything  but  tho  right  one  in  which 
to  approach  tho  matter.  Tho  upper  fishermen 


must  meet  those  of  the  lower  waters  amicably, 
and  discuss  the  question  fairly  in  all  its  bearings 
before  any  satisfactory  way  to  improve  matters  is 
discovered. 

Whatever  is  done  to  improve  the  fishing  in  the 
upper  waters  must  to  a  certain  extent,  perhaps  to 
a  large  degree,  necessarily  injure  the  interests  of 
those  who  now  reap  the  silvery  harvest  of  fish. 
To  do  them  justice,  the  netsmen  of  the  lower  dis¬ 
tricts  seem  anxious  to  meet  the  desires  of  those 
above  them,  and  admit  the  justice  of  their  com¬ 
plaint,  but  at  the  same  time  they  cannot  consent 
to  give  up  any  of  their  present  possessions — and 
possession  is  nine  points  of  the  law — in  order  that 
sportsmen  and  the  few  netsmen  who  hold  licenses 
above  Shrewsbury  shall  benefit  by  their  loss. 
They  are  as  anxious  as  anyone  that  the  number  of 
salmon  in  the  Severn  shall  he  increased,  but  con¬ 
tend,  with  some  justice,  that  unless  it  is  intended 
to  preserve  the  fish  when  they  are  allowed  to 
ascend  past  Shrewsbury,  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
them  to  decrease  the  value  of  their  licenses  by 
taking  away  two  of  their  best  fishing  months.. 

Looking  at  it  from  an  angler’3  point  of  view,  it  is 
certainly  hard  that  while  he  is  to  be  plagued  by 
the  thousands  of  samlets  in  the  upper  reaches 
voraciously  snapping  at  his  flies,  he  is  not  to  be 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  parent  fish 
because  prevented  by  the  close  time,  and,  secondly, 
because  the  fruits  of  a  week’s  “sport”  would  not 
by  any  means  repay  the  amount  of  labour. 

We  must  maintain  our  opinion  that  a  radical 
and  sweeping  change  all  round  is  necessary  before 
any  satisfactory  result  is  obtained.  As  the  fisher¬ 
men  below  Worcester  contend  with  much  force, 
it  is  no  use  to  endeavour  to  increase  the  number 
of  fish  by  making  their  passage  up  stream  easier 
if  they  are  to  be  captured  wholesale  by  the  nets 
in  the  upper  waters,  and  wo  would  suggest  that 
netting  should  be  entirely  prohibited  above  say 
Worcester  or  Shrewsbury  for  a  certain  period.  At 
;he  present  time  there  are  only  a  few  scattered 
fishermen  who  obtain  their  livelihood  partially  or 
wholly  by  their  nets,  and  to  these  a  certain  amount 
of  compensation  for  the  temporary  loss  of  their 
icenses  might  be  granted.  In  the  next  place,  the 
close  time  should  be  considerably  lengthened,  as 
it  is  now  proposed  shall  be  done ;  river  pollution 
should  be  carefully  considered,  and  where  it  exists 
to  any  considerable  extent  proceedings  should  be 
taken  by  the  Board,  whether  against  municipal 
corporations  or  private  individuals ;  aud  above 
all,  the  strictest  investigation  should  be  made  as 
to  the  state  of  the  various  weirs  and  passes.  In 
our  opinion,  these  obstructions  have  to  answer  to 
a  very  large  extent  for  the  scarcity  of  fish.  It  is 
contended  that  some  of  these  doubtful  weirs  are 
passable,  because  fish  have  been  seen  to  surmount 
them,  hut  no  thought  seems  to  be  given  to  the 
probability  of  these  being  strong  and  healthy  male 
fish.  The  probability  is  that  many  female  fish, 
heavy  perhaps  with  spawn,  cannot  leap  the  ob¬ 
structions,  aud  the  ova  may  therefore  be  lost, 
deposited  in  an  unfavourable  ground,  or  fail  to 
become  impregnated  by  the  male  fish,  which,  being 
stronger,  would  have  succeeded  in  passing  to  the 
upper  reaches.  To  any  reasoning  man  these  weirs 
and  natural  obstructions  would  appear  therefore 
to  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  lamentable  lack 
of  salmon  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  river. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
the  problem  was  again  considered,  the  chairman 
(Mr.  Willis  Band)  proposing  “  that  the  close  time 
should  be  altered  so  as  to  extend  from  the  1st  of 
September  to  the  31st  of  March  for  all  modes  of 
salmon  fishing,  except  by  rod  and  line.”  Why 
not  for  rod  aud  line  too  ?  we  would  venture  to 
suggest,  inasmuch  as  the  object  of  the  change 
is  principally  the  preservation  of  the  fish.  This 
resolution,  however,  was  not  carried,  a  wise  re¬ 
solve  being  arrived  at  to  refer  the  question  to  the 
cxccutivo  committee,  who  were  instructed  to 
report  as  to  the  best  means  to  adopt  for  increasing 
the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  to  hold  meetings 
at  different  places  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  in¬ 
formation  on  the  subject.  It  was  decided  at  the 
same  meeting  to  request  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries 
to  make  the  necessary  inspection  of  the  weirs  on 
the  Severn  and  its  tributaries,  twentydive  years 
having  elapsed  since  they  were  last  examined. 
The  chairman’s  annual  report  presented  to  the 
meeting  contained  a  vast  amount  of  information, 
and  should  be  read  with  interest  by  all  'vyho  are 
followers  of  the  gentle 


SPINNING  AND  LIVE  BAITING  FOR 
PIKE. 

If  you  have  fine  tackle  and  a  good  bait,  I  am 
persuaded  you  can  scarcely  spin  too  slowly. 

In  working  over  a  shallow  you  will  find  that  by 
raising  the  point  of  your  rod  you  will  generally  be 
enabled  to  keep  the  bait  off  the  bottom,  without  in 
any  great  degree,  and  if  you  have  not  much  line  out 
out  without  at  all,  accelerating  the  speed  at  which 
you  are  fishing.  When  spinning  with  an  artificial 
bait  the  pace  may,  perhaps,  be  greater,  as  other¬ 
wise  the  fish  may  detect  the  imposition.  As  to  slow 
spinning,  the  following  circumstance  would  tend 
to  prove  my  theory  : — -I  was  spinning  from  a  punt 
down  the  reach  of  the  Thames  just  above  Maiden¬ 
head,  where  the  stream  is  not  particularly  rapid, 
and  not  more  than  4ft.  or  5ft.  deep,  and  which  had, 
by-the-bye,  been  fished  over  and  over  again  the 
same  season,  and  several  times  the  same  day, 
when  my  line,  which  was  a  new  one,  becoming 
kinked,  I  ceased  pulling  in  altogether  whilst  clear¬ 
ing  it,  at  the  same  time  raising  my  rod  almost  to 
the  perpendicular  to  keep  my  bait  off  the  bottom. 
Having  been  in  this  position  some  little  time — for 
the  kink  was  rather  a  complicated  one — I  felt  a 
tug,  but  concluded  it  must  have  been  a  weed 
floating  down  stream,  and  took  no  notice  of  it.  It 
was,  however,  almost  immediately  repeated,  when 
I  instinctively  struck,  and  found  to  my  surprise 
that  it  proceeded  from  “no  waiter,  but  a  knight 
templar,”  a  good  trout  of  over  31b.,  which  I  got 
safely  into  the  landing  net. 

You  will  not  often  err,  when  spinning,  in  strik¬ 
ing  a  jack  too  sharply.  He  gets  the  bait  across  his 
mouth,  with  his  big  teeth  well  into  it,  and  nothing 
short  of  a  good  tug  will  move  it  so  as  to  get  the 
hooks  into  him  ;  and  the  bigger  the  fish,  the  more 
this  applies.  You  feel  the  fish  come  at  you,  you 
strike  him  lightly,  as  you  would  a  trout,  feel  he 
is  on,  and  think  all  is  right.  However,  just  as  you 
begin  to  think  of  playing  him,  and  draw  him 
towards  you,  you  have  the  mortification  of  finding 
that  he  has  parted  company,  and  of  seeing  the 
wake,  like  that  of  a  screw-steamer,  which  the  fish, 
perhaps  a  beast  of  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds,  has 
left  as  a  parting  token  of  his  size.  Pull  in  your 
bait  and  examine  it.  You  will  see  down  the  sides 
of  it  great  scores  looking  more  as  if  they  had  been 
made  by  the  teeth  of  a  leister-spear  than  a  fish, 
but  all  of  them,  if  you  notice,  simply  across  the 
bait.  That  has  been  just  the  cause  of  your  failure. 
The  j  ick  took  it  in  all  earnestness,  and  held  it 
tight  just  as  long  as  it  suited  him,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  the  gentle  touch  you  favoured  him 
with.  Nay,  further,  being  rather  hungry,  aud 
finding  your  bait  fresh  aud  juicy,  just  what  he 
fancied,  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  give  it  up, 
and  only  did  so  at  last  when  he  found  himself 
mysteriously  drawn  along  with  it,  in  a  manner 
which  led  him  to  apprehend  dauger. 

Jack  will  take  an  artificial  bait  much  more 
readily  iu  some  waters  thau  iu  others.  For  in¬ 
stance,  they  may  be  easily  caught  with  it  in  the 
Avon;  whilst  in  the  Stour,  which  meets  it  just 
below  Christchurch,  it  is  of  little  use  to  fish  with 
anything  but  the  natural  bait.  This,  no  doubt, 
depends  mainly  on  the  comparative  supply  of 
small  fish. 

Although  in  general  jack  decidedly  prefer  a 
bait  when  in  motion,  yet  they  will  now  and  then 
take  a  dead  one  lying  at  the  bottom.  I  have 
myself  once  or  twice  caught  them  in  this  way 
when  I  have  accidentally  put  down  my  rod,  leav¬ 
ing  my  bait  in  the  water.  On  one  occasion  I 
remember  taking  up  one  on  a  night-line  baited 
with  a  worm.  Ordinarily  I  think  that  only  small 
jack  will  be  tempted  by  such  a  bait,  but  that  such 
is  not  invariably  the  case,  the  following  anecdote 
will  prove  : — “  An  acquaintance  of  mine  had  been 
fishing,  with  some  friends,  a  large  pond  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  New  Forest.  They  halted 
iu  the  afternoon  for  luncheon,  not  having  had  very 
good  sport,  when  he,  wishing  to  keep  his  tackle 
out  of  tho  way,  and  believing  the  bottom  to  bo 
clear,  threw  out  his  bait  (a  roach  or  gudgeon)  to 
some  distance  from  the  boat.  Luncheon  occupied 
them  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  at  the  end 
of  which,  having  taken  up  his  rod,  he  found  his 
hooks,  as  he  imagined,  foul  of  the  bottom.  He 
gave  two  or  three  pulls  to  endeavour  to  clear  it, 
when  he  discovered,  to  his  groat  surprise,  that  he 
had  got  hold  of  something  alive;  and  the  next 
instant  out  wont  his  line  with  evidently  a  *  regular 
snorter'  at  the  end  of  it,  It  was  not  without 
oooeidwable  difficulty  that  he  pRoceeded  In  land* 
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ing  this  self-invited  guest,  when  he  found  him  to  ■ 
be  a  jack  of  over  28lb.,  which  he  has  now  pre¬ 
served.” 

I  have  not  yet  seen  him,  but  am  told  he  is  a 
singularly  handsome  fish,  so  that,  if  condition  be 
a  test,  it  is  probable  he  was  not  induced  to  take 
the  bait  merely  from  the  pressure  of  hunger.  All 
artificial  baits  with  pectoral  flanges  are,  I  think, 
preferable  to  those  which  spin  from  the  tail. 

Jack  will  often,  if  not  hungry,  take  a  live  bait 
apparently  for  mere  wantonness,  and,  after  hold¬ 
ing  it  for  a  short  time,  leave  it  again.  When  this 
is  the  case  it  “  sells  ”  them  considerably  to  fish 
with  a  doublo  set  of  tackle,  each  consisting  of  a 
bait-hook  and  another  rather  larger  one  tied  just 
below  it  back  to  back,  and  two  sets  being  on 
different  pieces  of  gimp,  meeting  the  line  about 
Bin.  or  lOin.  from  the  bait  at  a  swivel,  just  abovo 
which  the  lead  may  be  fastened.  One  of  the  bait- 
hooks  should  be  run  through  the  skin  a  little 
before  the  tail,  the  other  just  before  the  dorsal  fin, 
so  that  the  loose  hooks  stand  out  on  opposite 
sides.  .  .  . 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  dodges,  I  may  mention 
the  following  simple  and  ingenious  one  for  “  live 
ground  baiting  ”  (if  it  may  be  so  called),  which  has 
been  lately  hit  upon  by  a  friend  of  mine,  and 
practised  by  him  with  considerable  success,  several 
good  Thames  trout,  which  had  been  proof  against 
every  other  temptation,'  having  at  length  yielded 
to  it. 

Above  the  bait-hook,  which  is  simply  passed 
through  the  upper  lip  of  a  live  bleak,  he  fastens 
one  or  two  bob  flies,  tied  on  straight  pieces  of  wire, 
or  hooks  minus  the  bends.  The  live-bait  is  then 
quietly  dropped  in  as  near  the  trout’s  haunt  as  it 
can  he  ascertained,  and  the  bob  flies  kept  in  motion 
on  the  surface  of  the  water.  These  naturally 
attract  the  neighbouring  bleak,  the  old  trout  all 
the  time  watching  their  movements  from  his 
hiding-place.  At  length,  when  a  number  have 
been  thus  collected,  he  can  stand  it  no  longer,  and 
makes  a  dash  at  them.  Away  they  go  instanter, 
none  remaining  but  the  unfortunate  individual  on 
the  hook,  who  is  forthwith  bolted.  The  presence 
of  the  free  bleak  would  probably  be  sufficient  to 
disarm  the  suspicions  of  the  most  wily  trout. — 
From  “ Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History,” 
by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


EXPERTO  CREDITE. 

By  E.  M.  G. 

I. 

Tiie  day  was  bright,  the  clouds  were  soft, 
The  stream  was  cool  and  clear ; 

The  breezes  whispered  secrets  sweet 
None  but  the  reeds  might  hear, 
n. 

And,  though  you  were  a  fisherman 
Of  most  inveterate  dye, 

You  could  not  call  it  “  beastly  bright,” 

Or  say  the  wind  was  high  ; 

iii. 

You  could  not  say  the  weeds  came  down 
Like  haystacks,  mountains  high, 

Or  any  of  the  statements  strange 
We  know  “  Piscator  ”  by. 

IV. 

Along  the  path  with  hasty  step 
A  gallant  fisher  strode, 

And  seemed  rejoiced  because  he  met 
No  one  upon  the  road. 

v. 

‘‘Jove  !  I’m  in  luck,”  he  cried  aloud, 

In  rapturous  burst  of  speech ; 

“  ‘  Meadows  ’  and  ‘  Francis  ’  both  away, 
And  this  their  favourite  reach  !  ” 

vi. 

II is  eye  was  keen,  his  hand  was  firm, 

His  heart  it  knew  no  guile  ; 

He  fished  till  noon-tide  sun  grew  bright, 
Then  sat  him  on  a  stile. 

VII. 

“  The  day’s  all  right,”  he  murmured, 

The  whiskey-flask  he  broached  ; 

“  But  how  the  deuce  can  men  catch  fish, 
When  every  fish  is  poached  ?  ” 

VIII. 

“  Ha !  there’s  a  rise,  a  good  ’un  too  ! 

You  bet  your  boots  he’s  mine.” 

Our  fisher  lit  his  pipe  straightway, 

Aotl  seized  14s  rod  and  lino, 


IX. 

“  Two  pounds  if  he’s  an  ounce,”  he  cries  ; 

“  We’ll  try  an  Olive  Dun  ; 

And  if  I’ve  got  a  bit  of  luck, 

I  guess  we’ll  have  some  fun.” 

x. 

A  skilful  cast,  another ! — “  So  ! 

That  time  he  rose  at  me; 

Again,  hulloa  !  I’ve  got  him, 

And  he’s  as  strong  as  three.” 

XI. 

Hark  !  On  the  breeze  there  rises 
A  woman’s  shriek — quite  near  ; 

He  sees  a  fluttering  garment 
In  the  sedge-bank  disappear. 

XII. 

“  No  other  man  is  on  the  spot, 

And,  alas  !  no  other  fish ; 

She’ll  drown  !  ”  Forgive  him  if  tho  thought 
Was  father  to  the  wish. 

xm. 

“  She  gives  no  sign  if  yet  she  lives  ; 

Oh  !  for  one  sneeze  or  cough  ;  ” 

He  turns  to  gaze  where  once  she  was, 

A  strain — the  fish  is  off  ! 

XIV. 

One  hasty  word — recall  it  not — 

Then,  beauty  in  distress 
To  aid  he  hies  ;  was  beauty  e’er. 

In  such  eccentric  dress  ? 

xv. 

In  cap  and  scanty  gown  of  blue, 

Befitting  more  a  man, 

Flat  on  the  bank  of  sedge  she  lay, 

And  dabbled  with  a  can. 

xvi. 

“  ’Tis  gone,  sir,  quite,  the  specimen 
I  valued  most,”  she  cries  ; 

And  looks  at  him  for  sympathy, 

With  wide  boiled  gooseberry  eyes. 

XVII. 

“Madam,”  our  fisher  gasps,  and  glares 
Like  hawk  about  to  pounce, 

“  The  only  fish  I’ve  seen  to-day, 

Three  pounds  if  ’twas  an  ounce.” 

XVIII. 

Homeward,  with  empty  basket, 

Sadly  Piscator  hies ; 

At  the  station  guards  and  porters 
Do  deeply  sympathise. 

XIX. 

“  My  men  !  I  held  the  lady  up 
With  one  hand  by  a  flounce, 

And  played  that  fish,  ten  minutes  quite  ; 
Four  pounds  if  ’twas  an  ounce.” 

XX. 

Ills  wife  and  children  hear  the  tale, 

To  them  he  does  announce, 

After  an  hour  the  fish  got  off — 

Five  pounds,  if  'twas  an  ounce ! 

XXI. 

“  Papa,”  said  little  Chrissie, 

After  he  told  his  tale, 

“  You  never  saw  that  fish,  did  you  ? 
Perhaps  it  was  a  whale  !  ” 


THE  ESTUARY  TROUT. 

- -  SAL  MO  ESTUAR1  US.  - - 

By  Edward  Hamilton. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  January  17th,  there  is 
a  very  interesting  account  of  Loch  Sian,  near 
Durness,  in  the  north-west  of  Sutherlaudshire, 
by  “  M.,”  in  which  he  states  that  this  loch  is  in¬ 
habited  by  a  third  species  of  trout— the  tidal  trout 
( Salma  estuarius)  of  Knox.  This  is,  I  believe,  the 
first  record  of  this  fish  being  found  so  far  north, 
and  it  is  also  the  first  record  of  its  being  found  in 
a  loch,  although  this  may  arise  from  the  water  (as 
“  M.”  states)  of  the  loch  being  always  brackish. 

Previous  records  of  S.  estuarius  are  from  the 
estuaries  of  rivers  in  Scotland,  England,  and 
Ireland — of  the  Nith  and  Forth,  in  Scotland  ; 
the  Esk,  in  Yorkshire  ;  and  the  Lee  and  Bandon, 
and  other  localities,  in  Ireland. 

Some  writers  on  the  Salmonidce  differ  from 
Knox,  and  do  not  recognise  this  fish  as  a  distinct 
!  species. 

!  Knox  (“Houc  Glcus  pf  Scotland,  1854,  p  30  iii) 


says  : — “  In  the  three  great  systems  of  organs 
which  characterise  the  structure,  and  consequently 
habits,  of  the  Salmon idir  as  compared  with  each 
other— namely,  the  respiratory  and  digestive  (head 
and  gills)  and  the  locomotive  or  fins — the  estuary 
trout  holds  a  middle  place  between  the  Loch 
Leven  and  the  common  river  trout,  stronger  than 
the  first,  but  weaker  than  the  last.”  The  vertebra' 
are  sixty  ;  floating  ribs  on  either  side  thirty-two  ; 
the  vomerine  teeth  in  a  double  alternate  row* 
and  placed  medially.  The  estuary  trout  is  a 
red-spotted,  handsomely-shaped  trout,  living  in 
brackish  waters — that  is,  in  the  mouths  of  tidal 
rivers.  Its  dentition  resembles  other  trouts,  but  it 
differs  specifically  from  tho  common  red-spotted 
trout  of  fresh  waters  or  rivers.  The  flesh  is  of  a 
fine  pink  or  salmon  colour,  and  it  cats  as  well  as 
the  best  Loch  Leven  trout.  Tho  cracal  append¬ 
ages  arc  thirty-six  ;  the  longest  measuring  liu. ; 
and  in  his  contribution  to  the  Zoologist,  1855,  p. 
4,663,  ho  says  : — Many  esteemed  naturalists 
still  view  certain  members  of  tho  natural  family 
of  the  Salmonuloi  as  mere  varieties,  dependent 
on  their  origin  and  permanency  on  the  influence 
of  the  surrounding  media  in  which  they  have  been 
accidentally  placed.  In  respect  to  some  of  these 
so-called  varieties,  such  a  view  is  probably  the 
correct  one  ;  but  having  for  many  years  adopted 
other  views  as  to  the  origin  of  species, 
the  relation  of  species  to  natural  sub¬ 
families,  and  of  these  again  to  natural  families  or 
genera,  and  having  lately  tested  these  views  by 
an  appeal  to  the  principles  of  transcendental  ana¬ 
tomy,  I  continue  to  view  as  distinct  species  many 
races  or  kinds  of  animals  which  others  look  on  as 
mere  varieties. 

Amongst  those  I  place  a  race  or  kind  of  trout 
which  I  have  ventured  to  call  the  estuary  trout 
( Salmo  estuarius),  simply  because  I  have  hitherto 
found  it  to  frequent  chiefly  those  waters  “  into  which 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  waters  very  difficult  to 
define,  &c.”  The  trout  I  am  now  to  describe 
is  a  fine  and  delicate  fish,  with  all  the  beauty  of 
the  class  or  natural  family  to  which  it  belongs. 
It  inhabits  the  brackish  waters  of  the  estuary, 
and  I  have  never  found  it  higher  up  iu  the  rivers 
towards  their  sources,  and  only  twice  in  the 
sea.  Those  which  I  have  examined,  and  they  havo 
been  numerous,  were  mostly  taken  with  the  net 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  in  East  Lothian, 
in  North  Britain,  and  in  the  north  of  Dumfries¬ 
shire. 

Knox  mentions  a  peculiarity  as  regards  the  food 
of  this  trout.  He  says,  “  As  regards  its  food,  it 
seems  to  me  after  numerous  examinations  to  live 
almost  exclusively,  during  the  summer  at  least, 
on  a  small  shrimp  ( gammarus ),  which  floats  in  in¬ 
numerable  shoals  in  these  waters.  These  shoals 
or  groups  assume  the  form  of  a  cone,  the  apex 
being  upwards  towards  the  stream,  and  generally 
close  to  some  bank,  or  abutment  projecting  into 
the  main  stream  of  the  river.  With  these  small 
shrimps  I  have  always  found  the  stomachs  of  the 
estuary  trout  gorged,  and  conclude  that  it  must  be 
the  food  they  prefer.  A  draught  of  the  net  in  the 
Nith  took  several  other  species  of  the  Salmonulw , 
and  thus  a  comparison  could  be  and  was  instituted 
on  the  spot.  In  the  true  salmon  no  food  was  found 
but  the  remains  of  the  eggs  of  the  echinoderniata. 
In  the  sea  trout,  or  Salmo  fario,  this  food  was  also 
found,  hut  occasionally  the  sand  eel  and  small 
herring.” 

In  conclusion  Dr.  Kuox  says  :  “  Throughout  the 
preceding  enquiry  into  the  natural  history  of  the 
estuary  trout,  I  have  used  the  dentar  formula  so 
strongly  recommended  by  my  esteemed  friend, 
M.  Valenciennes,  as  being  the  one  I  think  generally 
received,  but  I  think  it  right  to  state  here  that 
extended  enquiries  I  have  of  late  years  made,  on 
this  point  have  satisfied  mo  that  the  view 
adopted  by  this  eminent  naturalist  is  neither 
practical  nor  scientific.  The  true  salmon  and  the 
salmon  trout,  when  weighing  2^1b.  and  3lb.,  have 
precisely  the  same  arrangement  of  the  vomerine 
teeth,  and  cannot  therefore  be  distinguished  from 
each  other  by  this  character  alone;  on  the  other 
hand,  as  the  fario  ox  sea  trout  grows  larger  it  loses 
the  posterior  vomerine  teeth  just  as  much  as  does 
the  true  salmon,  and  thus  the  dentition  again 
ceases  to  be  a  distinguishing  characteristic.  The 
young  of  both  salmo  and  fario  have  the  dentition 
of  the  common  trout.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  the  herling,  the  small  common  river  trout  and 
the  par,  which  were  also  taken  in  the  net  at  the 
Baiue  timo,  had  been  feeding  abuudautly  on  flies, 


54 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


screws,  cad-bait,  and  all  the  ordinary  food  of  the 
trout  which  anglers  know  so  well ;  the  estuary 
trout  alone  had  been  preying  on  the  shrimps  or 
g ammari  and  nothing  else. 

“  To  sum  up  the  specific  characters  of  the  estuary 
trout,  I  would  say  that,  in  general  colouring,  it 
resembles  the  common  river  trout,  with  bright 
metallic  tints ;  scales,  minute,  adherent ;  head 
and  jaws  proportionally  smaller  than  the  common 
river  trout ;  muscles,  pink  coloured,  sometimes 
bright  red ;  numerous  red  spots  above  and  below 
the  lateral  line;  lives  in  brackish  waters,,  but 
sometimes  found  at  sea;  food,  shrimps.”  It  will  be 
noticed  that  Knox  calls  sea  trout  fario. 

Day  (“  British  and  Irish  Salmonidse,”  p.  191, 
un  ler  “Variety:  Estuary  Trout”)  says:  Knox 
appears  to  be  the  first  who  elevated  yellow  trout 
found  frequenting  estuaries  into  the  rankof  species. 
Although  he  (Knox)  found  the  dentition  similar  to 
other  trout ,  he  counted  sixty  vertebrae  and  thirty- 
six  caecal  appendages  ;  and  Mr.  Ogilby  (Royal 
Dublin  Society,  1885,  p.  527)  observed  that  the 
estuary  trout  about  Portrusb,  in  Ireland,  is  known 
as  dolachan ,  and  appears  to  be  a  large  brook  trout, 
residing  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  in  tidal 
reaches,  ascending  the  streams  about  October. 
Their  colours  are  as  follows:  “For  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  length  and  one-third  above  the 
lateral  line  the  body  is  thickly  studded  with 
bride -coloured  spots,  about  the  size  of  a  threepenny 
piece,  the  upper  part  being  covered  with  similarly 
sDed  brown  spots,  while  from  the  head  to  tail 
there  is  a  distinct  lead-coloured  longitudinal  band, 
comprising  about  four  rows  of  scales  below  and 
above  the  lateral  line.  These  fish,  though  living 
so  long  in  salt  or  brackish  water,  never  assume 
a  silvery  appearance ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  most 
brilliantly  coloured  and  spotted  trout  I  have  ever 
seen  were  taken  in  almost  pure  salt  water  close 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Bann.” 

In  his  “  Fishes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,” 
p.  99,  vol.  ii.,  Day  writes  as  follows  :— “  The  most 
characteristic  peculiarity  of  this  form  (variety 
Salmo  estuarius )  is  said  to  be  found  in  the  small 
size  of  the  csecal  appendages ;  also  that  it  is  at 
once  recognised  from  Stilmo  trutta  by  the  exces¬ 
sive  shortness  of  the  tubes  on  the  lateral  line. 
Four  examples  were  recorded,  and  four  more 
passing  into  brook  trout,  termed  hybrids.  It  is 
similarly  coloured  to  fresh  water  forms.  Knox  s 
example  had  sixty  vertebrae,  similar  to  the  number 
present  in  the  British  Museum  specimen,  and 
Die  name  he  gave  well  denotes  the  chief  charac¬ 
teristic  of  this  variety.  Mr.  J.  Harvie  Brown  took 
iu  June,  1882,  from  a  sea  pool,  or  fish  pool,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  fresh  water  at  low  tide,  salt  or 
brackish  at  high  water,  brown  river  trout, 
periodically  visiting  the  brackish  localities,  and 
taking  on  a  silvery  sheen  of  scales  much  as  he 
found  them  in  North  Uist.  They  are  said  to  lose 
condition  about  spawning  time  and  then  disappear, 
but  not  to  ascend  the  streams  to  breed.” 

The  Rev.  W.  Houghton,  “  British  Fresh  Water 
Fishes,”  page  114,  considers  the  tidal  trout  the 
same  as  the  slob  trout.  He  says,  under  the  des¬ 
cription  of  Salmo  fario:  “This  leads  me  to  notice 
a  trout  which  I  think  is  merely  a  variety  of  the 
S.  fario— the  slob  or  tidal  trout,  occurring  in 
some  localities.  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Patrick-street, 
Cork,  who  knows  them  well,  has  sent  me  a  short 
account  of  them,  which  I  shall  here  transcribe. 
‘  With  regard  to  the  habits  of  the  tidal  or  slob 
trout,  of  which  numbers  are  to  be  had  on  the 
estuary  of  the  Lee  and  Bandon,  I  have  for  years 
been  in  the  habit  of  killing  lots  of  them,  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  time  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  one 
being  taken  above  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows. 
The  best,  and  indeed  almost  the  only  time  they 
are  to  be  killed  is  from  the  month  of  January  to 
that  of  May  ;  they  will  not  rise  readily  to  the  fly, 
and  are  very  seldom  killed  except  at  night,  and 
then  they  are  taken  in  good  numbers.  The  best 
baits  known  for  these  fish  is  the  eel  fry  or  elvers, 
as  they  are  more  generally  called, also  live  shrimps, 
and  best  of  all  slob  worms,  commonly  called 
“  rag  worms.”  The  slob  trout  is  in  its  primest 
condition  in  January  and  February,  and  is  then 
more  in  shape  of  a  roach  than  an  ordinary  trout, 
having  a  singularly  small  head,  and  suddenly 
swelling  out  at  its  base ;  iu  fact,  a  2lb.  slob  trout 
in  good  condition  seems  just  as  if  the  head  of  a 
4  lb.  fish  had  been  fixed  to  it,  so  unnaturally  small 
does  it  look.  My  impression  is  that  this  trout  is 
a  species  in  itself,  and  not  a  cross  breed  between 
the  white  and  brown  trout  ;  if  it  were  a  cross 


breed  I  feel  certain  it  would  partake  of  the  migra¬ 
tory  habits  of  both  these  fish.  The  colour  of  the 
slob  trout  is  quite  different  from  that  of  the  brown 
trout— it  is  a  sort  of  opaque  or  dirty  cream  colour 
and  a  very  handsome  fish  to  look  at,  being  spotted 
with  large  black  and  red  spots,  very  much  larger 
than  those  of  the  brown  trout.  Where  they 
migrate  to  in  the  summer  I  do  not  know,  for 
neither  are  they  taken  in  the  nets  nor  with  rod 
and  line.  The  flesh  of  the  fish  may  be  either  a 
delicate  pink  or  pure  white  colour,  but  in  either 
case  it  is  equally  well  flavoured  and  far  superior 
to  either  brown  or  sea  trout,  or  even  the  primest 
salmon.’  They  give  wonderfully  hard  play  when 
hooked,  and  consequently  very  frequently  get  away 
from  the  angler,  for  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
use  nothing  but  the  finest  tackle  even  when  .you 
are  fishing  on  a  pitchy  dark  night.  Their  weight 
varies  from  41b.  up  to  41b.” 

Mr.  Houghton  agrees  with  Mr.  Couch  that  this 
fish  is  the  same  as  the  estuary  trout  of  Knox,  and 
in  the  Appendix,  having  been  able  to  examine  a 
specimen  sent  to  him  from  Ireland,  he  gives 
the  following  description  : — Total  length,  12in. ; 
greatest  depth,  3in. ;  length  of  the  head,  2£in. ; 
maxillary,  lin.  long,  rather  feeble,  extending  very 
slightly  beyond  the  posterior  orbit  of  the  eye ; 
prseoperculum,  crescent  shaped,  with  an  indistinct 
lower  limb  ;  suboperculum  extending  beyond  the 
operculum;  fins  rather  short;  dorsal  fin,  pale 
brown,  with  pale  purplish  spots;  adipose  fin 
edged  with  red ;  caudal  fin  forked,  the  lateral 
margins  edged  with  red  ;  fins  without  black  and 
white  outer  edge;  gill-cover  with  five  or  six 
purplish  round  spots ;  back  and  sides,  light 
purplish  brown,  with  numerous  large  dark  purple 
or  red  reticulated  spots  ;  several  of  these  spots 
are  surrounded  with  a  whitish  ring;  there  are 
some  red  or  vermilion  spots  on  the  lateral  line 
and  below  it ;  scales,  small  and  rather  deciduous  ; 
belly  and  sides  silvery,  but  in  some  lights  some¬ 
what  cream  coloured.  The  fish  was  amazingly 
fat ;  the  stomach,  oesophagus,  and  mouth  abso¬ 
lutely  crammed  with  elvers  ;  the  stomach  and 
pyloric  appendages  thickly  spread  over  with  fat. 
This  specimen  appears  to  be  a  sterile  male.  Mr. 
Houghton  concludes  by  saying,  “  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  these  tidal  trout  are  hybrids  between 
the  S.  fario  and  S.  trutta,  both  of  which  species 
they  appear  to  resemble  in  some  particulars.  It 
may  be  that  the  several  organs  do  not  develop, 
consequently  there  is  no  spawning  time.  Is  it 
possible  they  spawn  in  the  sea  ?  In  the  summer 
they  disappear.” 

Couch  (“  Fishes  of  the  British  Islands,”  vol.  iv., 
p.  230),  under  “  Common  Trout,”  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks : — “  Neilson  appears  to  think  it 
strange  that  the  trout  is  never  in  the  open  sea  in 
the  Baltic,  while  so  many  other  fresh  water  fishes 
are  known  to  leave  the  rivers  and  pass  into  it. 
But  this  remark  will  not  apply  to  the  trout  of  our 
own  streams,  which  have  been  noticed  many  times 
in  the  month  of  May  to  be  quitting  the  river 
for  the  deep  Atlantic.  To  satisfy  myself  of 
this  I  have  procured  an  opportunity  of  having 
them  taken  in  the  salt  water  with  a  net,  and  a 
well-grown  trout  has  been  brought  to  me  that  way 
caught  at  a  considerable  distance  from  a  river  or 
fresh  water.  Under  such  circumstances  a  material 
alteration  takes  place  in  the  colour  of  the  fish, 
which  becomes  of  a  rich  dark  brown  with  an 
aggravation  of  the  other  characteristic  tints.  It  is 
believed  that  these  migratory  examples  in  no  long 
time  return  to  their  native  river,  at  which  season 
again  their  appearance  is  so  changed  that  they 
have  been  judged  a  distinct  species,  and  we  believe 
that  they  are  the  same  which  Dr.  Knox  has  deno¬ 
minated  the  estuary  trout.” 

Dr.  Gunther,  in  his  “  Catalogue  of  Fishes,”  vol. 
vi.,  does  not  describe  Salmo  estuarius,  and  the  la<e 
Dr.  Day  was  in  error  in  mixing  up  Salmo  Galli- 
vensis  of  Gunther  with  Salmo  estuarius  of  Knox. 

Should  your  correspondent  agaiu  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  taking  these  trout,  and  would  send  a 
couple  of  specimens  (in  spirits  if  possible)  to  Dr. 
Gunther,  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  South 
Kensington,  it  would  go  far  to  settle  the  question 
as  to  whether  Salmo  estuarius  is  a  distinct  species 
or  merely  a  variety  of  the  common  trout 
(S.  fario). 

Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  ouly. — Eas?  London  RuBBpp 
Co  ,  8,  Shoreditch,  E, *  1  -  0 


MY  GILLIE  ON  OUR  ARCHI- 
EPISCOPAL  ANGLER. 

By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A. 

i. 

If  a  Homer  may  nod, 

Why  a  bishop  a  rod 

May  not  wield  when  he  needs  recreation, 

I  never  could  see  ; 

And,  I  think,  you’ll  agree 
It  accords  with  his  holy  vocation. 

ii. 

How  soothing  to  angle 
When  worn  with  the  jangle, 

That  turns  every  see  into  ferment 
In  times  such  as  these, 

And  to  get  a  day’s  ease 
On  the  Eden,  the  Wye,  or  the  Derwent! 

hi. 

If  not  by  the  crook, 

He  may  by  the  hook 
Escape  from  his  cleric  invaders, 

And  put  off  shovel-hat — 

And  who’d  blame  him  for  that  ? 

Or  for  donning  his  brogues  and  his  waders  ? 

IV. 

Don’t  think  that  by  “  brogue  ” 

I  mean  sly  equivogue 
(For  that  I  should  merit  Tyburnia) 

For  his  speech  whom  I  sing, 

Tho’  it  is  a  strange  thing 
That  he  really  doth  hail  from  Hibernia. 

v. 

How  fit  did  it  seem, 

Tho’  it  looked  like  a  dream, 

Or  a  joke,  when  an  angler  so  thorough 
As  Connor  Magee 
Was  preferr  'd  to  a  see 
For  a  fisher  so  fit — Pefer-borough ! 

VI. 

In  a  double  sense  he 
Is  our  Saint  Anthony  ; 

For  by  art  he  can  charm  all  the  fish  up, 

And  by  eloquent  word, 

Such  as  rarely  is  heard, 

Can  all  hearers  delight  as  a  bishop. 

VII. 

To  a  parson  one  day, 

Who’d  a  trout-stream,  they  say, 

He  affirmed  in  Hibernian  glee,  sir, 

As  gaily  he  trod 

O’er  his  glebe  with  his  rod, 

“  For  your  river  I’d  give  up  my  see,  sir.”* 

VIII. 

No  angler  like  this 
Fishes  down  stream,  I  wis,  . 

But  will  always  cast  up  stream  his  flies,  mon, 
To  catch  men  or  trout ; 

And  who  could  have  doubt 
That,  as  bishop,  he’d  yet  get  a  rise,  mon  ? 

XI. 

So  his  deft  fly  at  last 
We  behold  very  fast 
In  one  of  the  two  biggest  brace,  mon,f 
That  swim  in  the  stream 
Of  the  glebe  we  esteem, 

And  we  know  him  henceforth  as  His  Grace,  mon. 

x. 

Well,  as  Churchmen  or  anglers, 

Or  ’Varsity  wranglers, 

Or  Free-kirk,  or  what,  we  agree,  sir, 

In  the  wish — Long  and  hale, 

May  he  weather  the  gale 
Of  his  archi-episcopal  see,  sir  ! 


EXTRAORDINARY  GROWTH  OF  CARP, 
PIKE,  AND  OTHER  FISH  IN  PONDS. 

Me.  Maltby,  our  vice-consul  at  Brussels,  has 
within  the  last  few  years!  taken  out  of  some 
pieces  of  water  rented  by  him  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  city  carp  weighing  no  less  than  33lb., 
and  a  friend  of  mine  was  present  when,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  of  last  year  (1859),  some  twenty  carp  were 
taken  from  one  of  them,  which  ran  from  about 
201b.  up  to  25lb.  each.  He  endeavoured  to  bring 
five  of  the  largest  alive  to  England  with  him,  but 
unluckily,  from  some  restriction  on  the  French 

*  See  letter  signed,  “  W.  Pugin  Thornton,”  in  last  number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  The  four  Archbishoprics  are,  of  course,  Canterbury, 
York,  Armagh,  and  Dublin. 

t  This  interesting  account  was  written  about  1880.— Ed. 
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line  as  to  the  carriage  of  live  produce,  be  was 
obliged,  after  taking  them  a  considerable  distance, 
to  send  them  back  to  Ostend,  before  reaching 
which  they  died.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Maltby,  who  appears  to  have  considered  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  breeding  and  rearing  fish  with  a  degree  of 
attention  rarely  bestowed  on  it,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  the  mode  adopted  by  him  in  the  management 
of  his  fish,  together  with  some  other  details  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  which  cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  be 
generally  interesting.  The  pieces  of  water  rented 
by  him  are  five  in  number,  namely,  La  Hulpe, 
a  lake  about  twenty  acres  in  extent ;  Boilsfut, 
a  lake  of  about  seven  acres,  five  miles  from  La 
Hulpe  ;  and  three  others  of  about  an  acre  each, 
these  last  being  fed  by  small  independent  streams 
and  springs,  the  water  from  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  larger  one,  Boilsfut.  In  this  the  fish 
increase  rapidly  in  weight,  and  their  quality  is 
precisely  the  same  as  that  of  river  fish,  although 
it  contains  no  gravel  or  stones  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  mud  is  continually  deposited  in  it, 
the  numerous  streams  flowing  into  it,  and  the 
gieat  head  of  water  always  kept  up  (to  supply 
a  large  mill,  which  is  at  work  below  it  the 
whole  year  through)  being  the  probable  causes  of 
their  doing  so  well  there.  All  these  waters  are, 
however,  so  cold  that,  except  in  favourable  seasons, 
tLe  carp  rarely  breed  in  them  to  any  extent,  one 
year  only  out  of  about  every  four  yielding  a 
supply  sufficient  to  maintain,  unaided,  an  adequate 
stock.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  Mr.  Maltby 
purchases  the  stores  of  carp  requisite  to  keep  up 
his  supply  when  they  are  two  years  old,  the  weight 
of  each  being  then  from  2oz.  to  4oz.,  and  their 
price  thirteen  to  fourteen  francs  a  hundred.  These 
lie  puts  into  one  of  the  three  smaller  ponds,  and 
allows  them  to  remain  there  for  a  year,  by  which 
time  they  have  attained  to  about  |lb.  each. 

They  being  then  rather  too  large  mouthfuls  for 
ordinary  sized  jack,  he  transfers  them  to  one  of 
the  larger  pieces  of  water,  either  La  Hulpe  or 
Boilsfut.  After  having  been  a  year  in  these  new 
quarters  they  are  found  to  have  increased  in 
weight  from  fib.  to  from  2£lb.  to  34lb.  each,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  health  of  the  individual  fish ;  there 
being  in  fact  no  extraordinary  increase  in  the 
weight  of  carp  until  they  are  three  years  old,  when 
they  progress  rapidly,  until  they  attain  that  of 
about  61b.;  after  that  they  do  not  appear  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  in  a  similar  ratio.  Those  of  the 
largest  size  mentioned,  251b.  and  33lb.,  he  con- 
g’ders  to  have  been  about  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
old  ;  having,  however,  purchased  them  when  he 
became  tenant  of  the  waters,  he  is  unable  to  speak 
positively  as  to  their  ages.  He  describes  them  as 
being  very  handsome,  and  invaluable  for  breeding 
purposes,  though,  for  the  reason  mentioned,  he 
is  unable  to  rely  exclusively  on  them  for  his  stock. 

Although  both  lakes,  La  Hulpe  and  Boilsfut, 
are  fairly  well  supplied  by  springs  and  natural 
streams,  yet  he  believes  the  qualities  of  the  waters 
flowing  through  them  to  be  different,  the  sources 
from  which  they  are  derived  being  distinct. 

With  a  view  therefore  of  promoting  the  growth 
of  his  fish,  a  change  of  water  being  in  his  opinion 
the  means  which,  more  than  any  other,  conduces 
to  improve  both  their  size  and  quality,  he  every 
other  year  transports  the  smaller  fish  from  Boils¬ 
fut  to  La  Hulpe,  and  vice  versa.  This  he  effects 
by  carting  them  across  in  barrels,  the  proportion 
of  water  to  fish  in  each  being  one-third  water  and 
two-thirds  fish.  In  order  to  ensure  them  a  due 
supply  of  air  during  the  transit,  the  hole  in  the 
side  of  each  barrel  is  bunged  up  with  a  wisp  of 
straw.  By  the  jolting  of  the  cart  the  fish  are  kept 
in  continual  motion,  and,  while  the  water  is  pre¬ 
vented  from  escaping,  it  becomes,  by  being  shaken 
against  the  straw,  sufficiently  charged  with  ex¬ 
ternal  air  for  the  purpose  of  respiration.  By 
adopting  this  mode  of  carriage  ho  never  loses  51b. 
weight  out  of  3,0001b.  transported. 

The  effect  which  such  a  change  has  upon  jack 
appears  to  be  most  remarkable,  the  increase  in 
their  weight,  after  removal,  being  in  some  cases 
at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  from  Sib.  to  10lb.  a  year. 
In  the  year  1856,  for  instance,  Mr.  Maltby  marked 
and  transferred  from  the  large  lake  of  Boilsfut  to 
that  of  La  Hulpe  forty-five  jack,  averaging  one 
with  another  2lb.  each;  none  of  them  weighing 
more  than  31b.  In  eighteen  months  from  the  time 
when  they  had  been  thus  transferred,  many  of 
these  same  fish  were  caught  by  trolling,  having 
attained  the  weight  of  from  151b.  to  201b  ,  being 
at  the  extraordinary  rate  above  mentioned. 
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This  increase  in  the  size  of  the  jack  was  so  sud¬ 
den  and  unexpected,  that  nearly  all  the  smaller 
fish  were  destroyed  by  them,  before  any  steps 
could  be  taken  for  their  removal.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  then  effected  by  letting  out  the  water,  when 
the  jack  were  placed  in  one  of  the  smaller  ponds 
above  mentioned.  In  this,  however,  although  it 
contained  a  good  supply  of  white  fish,  they  rather 
lost  than  gained  weight,  probably,  as  Mr.  Maltby 
imagines,  in  consequeuce  of  there  being  a  smaller 
body  of  water  running  through  it,  and  that  colder, 
from  being  nearer  the  source. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1857,  he  had 
purchased  and  turned  into  the  lake  at  Boilsfut 
nine  hundred  carp  of  a  particularly  good  breed, 
weighing,  one  with  another,  lib.  each ;  but  of 
these,  when  the  water  was  let  out  in  the  month  of 
October,  not  a  single  one  was  to  be  found,  the  jack 
not  having  suffered  a  solitary  individual  to  escape 
them.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Maltby  has  allowed  no 
jack  to  be  put  into  his  water,  as  stock,  above  lib. 
in  weight,  which  (as  younger  fish  do  not  gain 
weight  so  fast)  will  not  increase  in  a  year  to 
more  than  about  31b.  or  41b.  It  is  only  after 
attaining  that  weight  that  their  growth  becomes  so 
astonishingly  rapid. 

In  the  lake  at  Boilsfut,  jack,  perch,  and  white 
fish  breed  fast,  but  the  fish  born  in  that  lake  do 
not  increase  so  fast  by  two-thirds  as  those  born  in 
La  Hulpe  ;  so  that,  although  their  transport  from 
the  one  to  the  other  is  expensive,  yet  it  is  made 
up  for  by  the  increase  of  weight  in  the  fish  trans. 
ported. —  From  “  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History,''  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


THE  ANGLER’S  INVOCATION. 

[Written  for  the  F.  (?.] 

O  Pluto,  thou  that  rulest  o’er 
Dark  Hades’  depths  infernal, 

Give  ear  ;  soon  I  must  pass  the  shore 
Of  seven -fold  Styx  eternal, 

And  ere  I  come,  for  come  I  must, 

Give  heed  to  my  petition 
And  may  these  pleas  in  which  I  trust 
Relieve  me  in  perdition. 

For  years  on  every  Sabbath  day 
I’ve  fished  in  lake  or  river, 

And  I’m  condemned,  so  some  folk  say, 
For  ever  and  for  ever. 

So  in  excuse  of  this  great  wrong 
My  plea  I  offer  meekly, 

For  days  of  rest  are  not  too  long, 

And  I  have  but  one  weekly. 

And,  Pluto,  in  addressing  thee 
Some  folks  may  think  me  evil, 

Yet,  sure,  it  would  more  wicked  be 
T ’apostrophize  the  d — . 

Though  some  trace  anglers’  pedigree 
With  prejudicial  bias 
Along  a  shadowy  family  tree 
As  far  as  Ananias, 

And  I  have  lived  beneath  this  ban  ! 

But  I  forgot  to  mention 
I’ve  never  done  a  fellow-man 
An  evil — with  intention. 

So,  Dis,  grant  anglers  all  and  one 
Deep  pools  that  may  invite  us 
To  wet  a  line  in  Acheron, 

In  Styx,  or  in  Cocytus. 

And  should  our  floats  for  hours  ne’er  sink, 
We  will  not  then  regret  it, 

But  from  our  flasks  we’ll  take  a  drink 
Of  Lethe — and  forget  it. 

F.  G.  B.  E. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Otter  :  Get  some  fish  food  from  Mr.  Ford, 
Manor  House,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire.  Explain  to 
him  the  nature  and  size  of  your  fish  fry. 


ComBjrottfretttt 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  WHATEFFER.” 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  the  very  interesting 
series  of  articles  which  Mr.  W.  Murdoch  is  at 
present  contributing  to  your  columns,  I  observe 
that  he  occasionally  makes  bis  Highlanders  use 


the  word  “  whatever” — or  rather  “  whateffer,”  as 
it  is  pronounced  in  many  parts.  May  I  draw  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  “whatever,”  or  “  what¬ 
effer,”  at  the  end  of  a  sentence  has  a  definite 
meaning  ?  It  is  not  used  at  random,  or  as  an 
ornament.  It  simply  means,  “in  any  case.”  A 
Highland  skipper  will  say :  “  Maybe  we  will  get 
to  Tobbermorry  the  night ;  but  if  we  do  not  get  to 
Tobbermorry  we  will  get  to  Sahlen  whatever.” 
Probably  the  phrase  is  merely  a  contraction  of 
“  whatever  happens”  ;  that,  at  least,  is  its  mean¬ 
ing.  Recently,  in  your  columns,  Mr.  Andrew  Lang 
stated  that  this  phrase  was  not  used  amongst  the 
Highland  boatmen.  In  saying  so,  Mr.  Lang  was 
mistaken.  It  is  in  daily  and  hourly  use,  especially 
in  the  West  Highlands;  it  is  less  frequently  met 
with  in  Sutherland  and  Ross. — Yours  faithfully, 

Jan.  26,  1891.  _  William  Black, 

THE  “  CLUB-TAILED  ”  WEASEL. 

Sir, — May  I  ask  your  correspondent  “  F.”  if  he 
can  procure  for  me  a  specimen  of  the  club-tailed 
weasel,  either  in  the  flesh  or  the  preserved  skin  ? 
The  variety  is  not  known  at  the  Natural  History 
Museum  at  South  Kensington. — Yours,  &c., 

Edward  Hamilton, 


FROZEN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  frequently  heard  and  read 
that  during  very  severe  winters  many  fish  become 
frozen  in  the  ice ;  I  therefore  shall  be  pleased  if 
you  can  inform  me  if  it  is  possible  and  true  that 
fish  may  become  embeded  in  ice  and  live  after 
liberation  by  thaw  or  otherwise.  I  have  also 
read  that  salmon  in  the  Norwegian  streams  are 
often  so  hemmed  in  and  live,  and  that  experiments 
have  been  successfully  tried  upon  minnows  with 
favourable  results.  Is  there  any  truth  in  such 
statements?  Thanking  you  for  information  upon 
the  subject. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Harrogate.  James  Strangeways. 

[We  have  never  seen  fish  frozen  alive.  Have 
read  very  circumstantial  stories  about  fish  being 
so  found,  are  not  sure  that  we  have  not  published 
some.  If  it  is  not  true  we  are  sorry,  as  it  means 
another  sacrifice  on  the  altar  dedicated  to  old 
time  faiths  and  fancies.  We  shall  begin  to  doubt 
next  whether  all  our  subscribers  who  are  reading 
this  number  of  the  Gazette  have  paid  for  it. — Ed.] 

SIZES  OF  FISH  IN  ANGLING  CONTESTS. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Templar,”  in  your  issue  of  the 
24th  inst.,  under  the  heading  of  “  Waltoniana,  ’ 
in  writing  of  working-men  anglers,  says,  “  I  fre- 
quently  read  of  angling  contests  in  which  prizes 
are  taken  with  less  than  2oz  of  fish,  and  it  is  an 
admitted  fact  that  the  smallest  roach  and  other 
fish  are  killed  only  for  the  purpose  of  being 
weighed  in.” 

Now,  perhaps  Mr.  “  Templar  ”  (who  evidently 
knows  his  subject)  would  oblige  your  humble 
servant  with  the  respective  sizes,  i.e.,  full-length 
measurements,  of  2oz.  fish,  such  as  the  “  smallest 
roach  and  other  fish’’;  and  can  he  name  or  has  he 
ever  heard  of  a  club  in  London  who  weigh  in  fish 
of  the  “  weight  ”  mentioned  ?  As  “  Templar  ” 
quotes  “  weight,”  and  London  anglers  go  by  inch 
measure,  I  take  it  that  the  above  remarks  apply 
to  some  other  part  of  the  globe. — I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  truly, _  Jack. 

BLACK  BASS. 

Sir, — I  have  read  the  remarks  of  “  Old  Hic¬ 
kory  ”  respecting  the  introduction  of  the  black 
bass  in  some  of  the  Norfolk  Broads.  As  some 
doubt  is  expressed  as  to  whether  these  fish  will 
exist  with  pike,  I  can  confidently  assure  him 
that  they  both  thrive  well  together.  On  a  fishing 
trip  lately  to  Canada  I  fished  three  lakes  abound¬ 
ing  with  pike  and  bass,  killing  numbers  of  both 
these  fish  on  the  same  lines  and  tackle  when  troll¬ 
ing.  There  are  several  kinds  of  bass  and  their 
allies.  The  small-mouthed  bass  I  presume  will 
be  the  kind  introduced.  This  variety  runs  from 
l|lb.  to  6|lb.,  and  takes  the  troll  and  artificial  fly 
well.  For  the  table  they  are  an  excellent  food, 
reminding  one  more  of  the  whiting  than  any 
other  fish. 

With  regard  to  their  introduction  to  our  Trent 
streams  I  should  pause  before  expressing  an 
opinion,  and  leave  this  question  to  more  able 
judgment  than  mine.  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland. 
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TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — A  correspondent  last  week  asked  for 
some  good  spring  trout  fishing  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  for  himself  and  wife.  If  he  wants  bank 
fishing,  with  pretty  surroundings  and  such  a  river¬ 
side  as  a  lady  can  traverse  with  both  pleasure  and 
comfort,  let  him  go  to  the  river  Main.  It  is  a 
rattling  merry  stream,  about  twice  the  size  of  the 
Dove,  and  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free.  I  should 
recommend  Cullybackey  as  the  best  central 
station,  and  the  hotel  is  kept  by  Mr.  Hunter. 
This  quaint  little  town  is  within  easy  reach  of 
Lough  Neagh  and  the  grand  river  Bann,  and  both 
these  can  be  reached  by  a  short  train  ride.  This 
part  of  Ireland  has  been  my  happy  fishing  ground 
for  many  years  in  succession,  and  I  shall  be  happy 
to  afford  your  correspondent  every  information  in 
my  possession  if  he  cares  to  accept  it.  So  much 
depends  upon  his  wants  and  wishes  and  the  style 
of  fishing  preferred  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  say  more  until  hearing  more  details. — Yours 
truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  _ 

FISHING  AT  TOTNES. 

Sir,— If  no  one  has  answered  “  T.P.’s  ”  inquiries 
in  F.  G.  of  the  27th  ult.,  the  following  may 
interest  him  :  The  Dart  is  not  polluted  by  any 
mine  water.  All  mines  have  ceased  working ;  but 
the  river  is  at  times  greatly  discoloured  by  the 
dirty  water  from  the  woollen  factories  and  paper 
mill  at  Buckfastleigh,  &c.,  and  while  in  that  state 
tells  against  fly  fishing.  The  tidal  waters  flow  up 
to  the  weir  at  Totnes,  and  fishing  for  bass  and 
other  salt-water  fish  can  be  had  between  that 
town  and  Dartmouth  ;  but  I  expect  it  would  be 
wiser  to  go  the  latter  place  (easily  reached  by 
steamboat),  for  the  fishing  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  must  be  better  than  it  can  be  above  the 
town.  At  Slapton,  some  seven  miles  from  Dart¬ 
mouth  by  coach,  a  deal  of  sea  fishing  is  practised. 
Should  “  T.  P.  ”  visit  Totnes,  Jas.  Salwood,  tackle 
dealer,  Fore  street,  would  supply  all  necessary 
information. — Yours  truly, 

An  Old  Hand  on  the  Dart. 


THE  ENGLISH  LAKES  FOR  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — More  than  a  year  ago  the  Times  had  an 
article  on  the  neglected  state  of  the  English  lakes 
in  respect  to  their  cultivation  and  development  as 
augling  waters.  As  far  as  furnishing  fish  food  or 
as  a  medium  of  sport,  the  writer  asserted,  what 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  lakes  “  lay  fallow.” 
The  revelation  of  this  lamentable  fact  has  not  up 
to  this  time  led  to  any  attempts  to  remove  the 
disgrace  or  makeup  the  immense  loss  arising  from 
the  unproductiveness  of  waters  capable  of  yielding 
sport  and  pleasure  to  anglers  and  much  of  profit 
to  all  whose  incomes  come  from  visitors  to  this 
beautiful  district. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  who 
regulate  the  fishing  of  the  Windermere  district  has 
just  taken  the  initiative  towards  the  formation  of 
an  association  whose  business  it  will  be  to  make 
all  the  lakes,  tarns,  and  streams  into  good  angling 
waters.  All  anglers  must  feel  grateful  to  Mr.  Fell, 
whose  letter  on  the  subject  recently  appeared  in 
the  Manchester  Guardian ,  for  his  interest  and 
activity  on  their  behalf,  and  do  all  in  their  power 
to  support  him  in  the  arduous  undertaking  he  and 
his  colleagues  have  begun. 

If  Lake  \\  indermere  and  other  lakes  and  tarns 
can  be  made  equal  to  the  average  of  Scotch  lochs 
for  angling,  the  prosperity  of  the  Lake  District  is 
assured  for  all  time  to  come.  This  object  attained, 
more  than  £ 10.000  would  be  added  to  the  income  of 
the  inhabitants  who  live  by  visitors,  all  of  whom 
are  therefore  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
movement  now  about  to  be  made.  It  seems  to  be 
expected  that  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  proposed 
scheme  will  be  provided  by  anglers  ;  but  I  think 
the  owners  of  property,  the  proprietors  of  hotels 
and  lodging-houses,  and  the  owners  of  boats,  being 
more  immediately  and  seriously  interested,  ought 
to  supply  the  needful  funds.  If  these  parties  are 
able  to  realise  the  immense  advantage  to  them¬ 
selves  which  the  development  of  the  fishing 
capacity  of  the  lakes  would  bring,  they  will  cheer¬ 
fully  and  eagerly  pay  tbeir  quota  towards  its 
accomplishment. 

Every  angler  and  everyone  who  may  become  an 
angler  in  the  kingdom  will  benefit  by  the  provision 
pj  sport  about  to  bo  made  in  the  laHos,  but  each 


individual  angler  does  not  feel  enough  interest  in 
the  cultivation  or  creation  of  any  particular  water 
to  move  him  to  take  a  personal  part  in  the  matter. 
If  a  fund  is  opened  and  anglers  are  asked  to  sub¬ 
scribe  many  will  respond,  but  the  parties  on  the 
spot  who  live  by  the  lakes  are  the  people  who  must 
pay  for  the  increased  money-yielding  capacity  of 
the  lakes.  They  will  need  at  first  to  subscribe  in 
faith  of  a  return  from  the  increase  of  visitors 
following  upon  an  increase  of  attractions ;  but  in 
a  few  years  their  subscriptions  need  only  come  out 
of  such  return,  from  the  amplitude  of  which  their 
subscription  will  be  trifling.  The  Lake  District 
A  ssociation,  which  has  been  at  work  for  years,  has 
directed  part  of  its  funds  to  the  improvement  of 
roads  and  walks  and  mountain  passes,  and  part  to 
advertising  the  charms  of  Lakeland.  Now  that 
this  scheme  for  the  cultivation  of  the  lakes  them¬ 
selves  is  launched,  the  Association  will  do  well  to 
give  it  all  the  support  they  can.  Had  their 
activities  been  applied  to  the  water  (in  the  way 
now  proposed)  to  the  same  extent  as  they  have 
been  to  the  land,  long  ere  this  affairs  would  have 
been  in  a  flourishing  condition  quite  impossible  to 
realise  now.  Thousands  of  anglers  (and  others 
attached  to  them)  would  visit  the  district  during 
April,  May,  and  June  if  there  were  good  angling  in 
the  lakes,  tarns,  and  streams,  and  over  £10,000 
would  be  spent.  All  this  is  prevented  by  nets,  the 
income  from  which  to  all  the  owners  of  the  right 
to  use  them  is  a  paltry  £60  a  year. 

Besides  abolishing  the  nets,  a  liberal  stocking 
with  young  trout  should  be  carried  on  for  a  couple 
of  years,  and  if  thought  necessary  kept  up  after¬ 
wards.  In  the  mountain  tarns,  besides  putting  in 
the  trout,  there  should  be  food-producing  water 
plants  introduced,  so  that  the  tarns  would  carry  a 
good  stock  of  fish.  But  these  are  details  which 
need  not  now  detain  us.  Cultivation  of  the  lakes 
will  pay  better  than  improvements  on  the  land. 
Anglers  will  come  without  any  advertising.  They 
are  ever  on  the  qui  vive,  and  tell  each  other  when 
they  find  out  a  “  smittle  ”  place.  Helping  to  make 
the  lakes  an  angling  resort,  the  Lake  District 
Association  would  gain  their  object,  the  popularity 
of  Lakeland  ;  and  this  achievement  of  an  angler’s 
paradise  will  be  the  most  telling  of  all  advertise¬ 
ments,  and  bring  an  abundant  reward  to  all 
concerned. — Yours,  &c.,  Howard  Livesey. 

Lancaster. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Sir, — The  attention  of  the  committee  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  having  been 
called  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Fish¬ 
ing  Gazette  of  Saturday  last  in  the  report  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Association  relative  to  a 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Buttery, 
I  have  been  requested  to  state  that  if  made  as  re¬ 
ported  it  is  altogether  a  misconception,  as  the 
prosecutions  referred  to  had  been  commenced  long 
before  they  had  received  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
Carter,  and  that  what  was  reported  by  him  had 
neither  created  any  convictions  or  caused  any  in¬ 
creased  vigilance,  as  the  river  keepers  for  some 
time  previous  had  been  paying  special  attention 
to  that  portion  of  the  river  ;  and  in  proof  of  this 
the  committee  refer  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Lawes,  the  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  and  Mr. 
George  Evans,  of  the  Westbourno  Park  Piscatorial 
Society,  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  when 
the  complaint  was  made.  The  complaint  of  Mr. 
Carter  was  afterwards  inquired  into,  and  wa3  found 
to  have  been  unnecessarily  made.  In  justice  to 
the  society,  the  committee  feel  the  statement  as 
reported  should  be  contradicted. — Yours,  &c., 

W.  H.  Brougham,  secretary. 

62,  Charing  Cross,  S.W. 

RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  additional  con¬ 
tributions  of  half-a-crown  each  from  the  Howick 
Brothers,  Mr.  Thomas  Stroud,  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Lawes. — Youas,  &c.,  W.  H.  Brougham,  sec. 

Townall-gardens,  Hounslow. 


AMALGAMTED  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  “  Lancashire  Notes  ”  in 
your  issue  of  January  17,  anent  the  meeting  of  the 
above  association,  the  statements  therein  con¬ 
tained  are  entirely  misleading,  and  apt  to  place 
this  association  in  a  false  position  with  regard  to 
tlio  NortUcn?  A,.  An  as  you  will  sec  front  thy  yin 


closed  minutes  of  the  meeting  referred  to.  I 
also  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  balance  sheet 
of  this  association  to  prove  that  we  have  been  very 
liberal  supporters  of  the  Northern  A.  A.,  seeing 
that  (if  I  remember  rightly)  there  was  only  some 
£1  odd  sent  from  Manchester  and  district,  of 
which  we  sent  upwards  of  £5. 

The  “  Notes  ”  seem  to  me  to  savour  more  of 
personality  than  of  information  of  interest  to 
anglers. — Yours  truly,  A.  W.  Platford. 

P.S. — The  “note”  in  your  issue  of  the  24th  inst., 
as  to  Bolton  anglers  “  to  a  great  extent  returning  ” 
to  this  association,  is  also  very  misleading,  as  out  of 
a  late  membership  of  close  upon  seven  hundred  I 
have  only  had  applications  for  thirty-seven  cards. 


QMaltamaM 


A  new  angling  association  has  been  formed  re¬ 
cently  in  Warrington  among  the  tradesmen  of  the 
town.  It  is  to  be  known,  I  believe,  as  the  Warring¬ 
ton  Tradesmen’s  Angling  and  Social  Society.  Mr. 
James  Mawson  has  been  elected  president ;  Mr. 
William  Woods,  vice-president;  Mr.  H.  Dale, 
treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  James  Bancroft,  hon.  secre¬ 
tary.  Tbe  subject  of  renting  and  preserving 
w-aters  for  the  use  of  the  members  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  committee. 


A  large  number  of  fish  were  killed  during  the 
recent  severe  frost  in  the  Regent’s  Canal.  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  more  impure  the  water,  the  greater 
the  mortality  among  fish  when  the  surface  is 
frozen.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is  really  safe 
now  to  talk  of  the  frost  as  a  thing  that  is  past. 
On  Monday  last  I  picked  half-a-dozen  sweetly- 
scented  violets  in  a  garden  within  fifty  miles  of 
London. 


The  Tavy,  Walkham  and  Plym  Fishing  Asso¬ 
ciation  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
There  is  a  substantial  balance  in  hand,  and  the 
subscribers  enjoyed  for  the  most  part  exception¬ 
ally  good  fishing  last  year,  especially  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season.  The  largest  number  of  peal 
taken  on  one  day  by  one  rod  was  twenty -two,  and 
one  member  took  one  hundred  and  seventeen  in 
the  season.  Sixty  fish  taken  by  another  angler 
averaged  31b.  each.  Trout  fishing  was  also  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good.  The  spawning  season  has  been 
a  good  one,  the  oldest  inhabitants  saying  they, 
have  never  seen  so  many  salmon  and  peal  before 
on  the  spawning  beds  of  the  Walkham.  The 
rivers  under  the  control  of  the  association  are  said 
to  have  never  before  been  so  free  from  pollution. 
The  salmon  and  peal  caught  after  October  1  are 
reported  to  have  been  “  both  outwardly  and  in¬ 
wardly  in  poor  condition.” 


It  being  unfortunately  the  rule  for  anglers  to 
have  no  water,  no  fish,  and  much  pollution  to 
contend  with,  it  is  a  great  and  unusual  pleasure 
to  place  on  record  the  foregoing  glowing  account 
of  fishing  and  fishing  prospects  in  the  Tavy, 
Walkham,  and  Plym  district.  Anyone  can  fish 
there  by  taking  out  a  ticket,  payment  for  which 
goes  into  the  exchequer  of  the  association,  and 
it  is  unpleasant  to  know  that  persons  bearing 
rods,  and  having  the  appearance  of  anglers,  have 
been  found  poaching  in  the  association’s  waters 
without  tickets.  The  committee  should  deal  with 
these  shabby  individuals  with  as  much  severity 
as  the  law  allows.  By  the  death  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  the  association  has  lost  a  good  friend. 
The  late  duke  took  a  warm  interest  in  it  from  its 
commencement,  and  was  one  of  its  most  liberal 
supporters.  _ 

The  following  is  said  to  be  a  Portuguese  method 
of  keeping  fish  fresh  for  a  considerable  period  : 
Remove  the  “  innards  ”  and  rub  them  dry  with  a 
cloth.  Then  sprinkle  the  inside  of  the  fish  and 
under  the  gills  with  sugar,  and  keep  it  on  its 
back  in  a  horizontal  position,  so  as  to  allow  the 
sugar  to  penetrate  as  much  as  possible.  The  flesh 
is  said  to  keep  its  flavour  perfectly,  and  to  eat  as 
well  as  if  quite  fresh.  One  tablespoonful  of  sugar 
is  sufficient  for  a  Sib.  fish.  If  any  of  our  friends 
in  the  North  will  kindly  send  me  a  fine  fresh  run 
spring  salmon  preserved  in  this  manner,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  report  as  to  its  flavour  aufl  tllO  success 
of  tUo  experiment  generally, 


January  31,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


I  have  rather  a  dread  of  the  various  chemicals 
sold  under  fancy  names  as  fish  preservatives. 
Some  friends  of  mine  once  eat  a  trout  so  pre¬ 
served,  and  were  very  ill  in  consequence.  An  old 
gentleman,  over  eighty  years  of  age,  nearly  died 
from  the  effects,  and  the  cat  who  had  the  bones 
apparently  suffered  the  most  frightful  agonies. 
Anglers  who  send  fish  to  distaut  friends  may 
nearly  always  rely  on  their  present  arriving  in 
fair  condition  if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  have 
the  fish  gutted,  the  gills  cut  out  and  the  inside 
sprinkled  with  salt.  I  have  sent  sea  trout  so 
treated  from  the  extremo  north  of  Scotland  in  hot 
August  weather,  and  was  told  that  they  were 
excellent  eating.  If  this  sugar  method  does  all 
that  is  claimed  for  it,  it  should  be  used  by  fish 
merchants.  Fish  kept  any  length  of  time  ou  ice 
are  to  my  mind  wretched  eating,  soft,  flavourless, 
and  watery.  _ 

I  venture  to  hope  that  a  large  number  of  anglers 
subscribe  to  the  National  Footpath  Preservation 
Association.  It  is  a  most  excellent  institution, 
and  has  done  much  to  check  the  robbery  of  public 
rights,  which  before  its  existence  was  rampant. 
There  are  still,  unfortunately,  a  large  number  of 
these  cases  (over  a  hundred  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  society  last  year),  and  it  need  hardly 
be  said  that  an  immense  sum  of  money  is  needful 
to  properly  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  The  most  important  case  in  which  the 
association  took  part  was  in  connection  with  an 
attempt  to  stop  the  public  right  of  navigation  on 
the  Bedfordshire  Ouse.  An  action  was  com¬ 
menced  by  a  landowner,  but  on  his  finding  that  it 
would  be  vigorously  defended,  he  gave  in  and  paid 
the  costs  of  the  other  side.  The  case  was  of  far 
greater  importance  than  the  Mole  case  of  which 
we  heard  a  great  deal  last  year,  and  I  think  I 
may  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  right  of  the  public 
to  navigate  the  Ouse  was  unquestionable,  the 
river  being  as  much  an  ancient  navigable  highway 
as  the  Thames.  The  offices  of  the  society  are  at 
42,  Essex-street,  Strand ;  and  subscribers  are 
entitled  to  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel  with¬ 
out  fee.  Among  the  members  are  the  Duke  of 
Westminster,  the  Poet  Laureate,  the  president 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  a  very  large  number  of 
eminent  men  who  are  convinced  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  preserving  what  are  among  the  chief 
means  of  enjoying  the  country  so  far  as  those  who 
do  not  own  land  of  their  own  are  concerned.  Many 
corporations  of  towns  are  among  the  subscribers. 

Templar. 


SEA  FISHING. 

By  M.  M. 

V. 

HANDLINING — (Continued). 

Hook  Lin  left — Hooks  for  sea  fishing  purpcs;s 
are  made  with  both  eyed  and  flatted  shanks,  and 
can  be  purchased  ready  for  use,  mounted  on  links 
(or  short  snoods)  of  gut,  twisted  hair,  twisted  wire 
or  gimp.  In  selecting  hooks  mounted  on  gut,  great 
care  must  be  exercised  ;  for  if  the  gut  be  bad  or 
has  been  exposed  to  the  sun,  or  to  the  effects  of 
grease,  it  quickly  becomes  brittle,  and  the  natural 
consequence  is  a  break  away.  Whichever  material 
be  selected — viz.,  gimp,  gut  or  hair— the  method 
of  binding  is  the  same,  and  for  such  mountings 
flatted  or  tapered  shanked  hooks  are  to  be  chosen. 
A  very  good  link  can  be  made  of  plaited  silk  line, 
which  is  equally  available  for  either  kind  of  hook  ; 
for  eyed  hooks  it  will  not  require  binding  on,  but 
is  to  be  fastened  to  any  hook  of  this  description  by 
passing  the  end  through  the  eye,  and  taking  a 
couple  of  half  hitches  under  the  eye  round  the 
shank.  In  like  manner  the  flatted  shank  may  be 
attached  by  a  clove  hitch  or  two  half  hitches.  Yet 
another  method  with  eyed  hooks  is  to  pass  the  end 
of  the  snood  through  the  eyo  some  few  inches  ;  a 
loop  is  then  to  be  tied  at  the  cud,  and  passed  over 
the  bow  of  the  hook  and  pulled  tight. 

Fine  Tackle— 1  lay  a  good  deal  of  stress  ou 
fine  tackle,  but  I  would  not  be  misunderstood 
on  this  point  ;  for  the  amateur  must  bring  some 
of  his  own  discretion  into  play.  If  fishing  in 
a  harbour  or  estuary,  or  near  the  chore,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  smaller  fish  will 
be  generally  met  with  than  when  fishing  at  some 
conuiderablB  diatanoe  from  the  land.  Gut,  or 
gimp,  or  hair  enooded  hooks  may  then  bo  used 

with  ailY(\utf*ge ;  but  if  tho  fisherman  bo  going 


miles  from  shore  to  catch  conger  or  cod,  he 
would  naturally  use  stronger  tackle.  Fineness 
then  is  not  so  much  an  essentia!  as  it  is  nearer  in 
shore ;  but  in  any  case  I  would  never  advocate 
the  use  of  unnecessarily  heavy  tackle. 

As  a  specimen  of  fine  tackle,  let  me  give  an 
illustration  The  other  day  I  was  in  a  con¬ 
templative  frame  of  mind,  and  as  I  purpose 
running  down  to  the  sea  for  a  few  days  to  re¬ 
cuperate— a  good  word  that ! — after  a  touch  of 
rheumatic  fever,  I  thought  I  would  set  to  work  to 
make  up  a  really  fine  hand-lino  gear,  hoping  that, 
if  the  weather  remained  mild  (I  had  just  read 
“  Stormy  Petrel’s  ”  account  of  the  lovely  weather 
in  the  Isle  of  Man)  I  might  perhaps  have  an  hour 
or  two  at  my  favourite  sport.  Accordingly  I  rigged 
up  a  chopstick  line,  which  I  rather  fancy  contains 
the  very  essence  of  fineness.  Not  possessing  a 
selfish  temperament,  I  give  it — that  is,  the  speci¬ 
fication,  quantum  valent — free  of  all  charge  to  the 
many  thousands  who  read  this  paper.  First  of 
all,  I  came  across  an  old  umbrella  which  had 
been  consigned  to  that  limbo  of  oblivion,  the 
lumber  room.  It  occurred  to  me  that  as  the  dis¬ 
carded  gamp  had  done  good  service  one  way  that 
it  may  be  equally  useful  in  another.  So  I  ex¬ 
tracted  one  of  the  ribs,  and  as  it  was  a  paragon 
frame,  the  rib  had  the  essence  of  strength  in  its 
shape,  which  I  expect  most  of  my  readers  know 
is  of  channel  section,  thus,  n>  combining  consider¬ 
able  strength  with  lightness.  I  took  a  rib  18in. 
long.  Round  the  centre  of  this  I  bound  the  end 
of  a  piece  of  metal  picture  cord,  composed  of 
several  strands  of  fine  hard,  tough  brass  wire,  in 
such  manner  that  the  wire  cord  stood  at  right 
angles  with  the  umbrella  wire  ;  over  the  junction 
I  cast  a  small  lead  weight  of  a  couple  of  ounces  ; 
this  to  serve  partly  as  a  sinker  and  partly  to  still 
further  complete  the  junction.  As  I  am  pretty 
handy  at  mechanical  work,  this  was  not  much 
difficulty,  neither  was  it  to  bind  and  solder  a  loop 
of  the  same  wire’strand  in  each  end  of  the  channel 
wire.  The  length  of  strand  wire  I  had  available 
was  5ft.,  and  this  is  plenty  long  enough.  At  in¬ 
tervals  along  this  I  pinched  on  barrel  leads  of 
nearly  2oz.  each,  until  the  whole  affair  weighed 
lib.  Here  I  got  a  chopstick  rig  of  the  Southamp¬ 
ton  type  of  lib.  weight  but  with  the  minimum  of 
clumsiness;  a  couple  of  Limerick  hooks  on  best 
salmon  gut  completed  the  affair.  A  good  coating 
of  Brunswick  black  over  the  steel  portion  of  the 
tackle  finished  off  the  whole  apparatus.  Such 
a  gear  as  this,  with  weights  up  to  about  4oz  , 
might  be  well  used  with  a  rod.  The  bottom  is, 
of  course,  not  so  easily  felt  as  when  a  solid  weight 
is  used  ;  but  if  the  depth  be  plumbed  at  the  first 
start  off,  and  allowance  made  for  rise  of  tide,  this 
need  cause  no  difficulty. 

This  much  may  be  remembered,  that  tackle 
used  for  night  fishing  need  never  be  so  fine  as 
that  required  for  fishing  in  daylight.  The 
professional  fisherman’s  tackle  is  usually  stronger 
by  far  than  the  amateur’s,  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  former  uses  his  tackle,  nine 
times  out  of  ten,  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
The  professional  rarely  uses  gut;  he  is  content 
with  stout  hempen  snoods,  knotted  on  to  his  flat¬ 
tened  tinned  hooks,  and  laughs  to  scorn  the  finer 
tackle  of  the  amateur  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  he  fishes 
in  much  deeper,  and  most  likely  rougher 
waters,  yet  omits  to  commit  this  comparison 
to  his  memory  when  sneering  at  the  finer  gear  of 
his  amateur  confrere. 

Attachment  of  Hooks. 

Knot  Attachments. — Many  sea  anglers  of  experi¬ 
ence  prefer  the  use  of  an  eyed  hook,  under  the 
impression  that  there  is  an  actual  strength 
imparted  by  knotting  gut  to  eyed  hooks  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  ordinary  lapping  on  flattened  or 
tapered  shanked  hooks  ;  besides  which  they  aver 
that  fewer  fish  are  lost  after  being  hooked.  The 
smallest  and  neatest  method  of  attaching  small 
eyed  hooks,  probably,  is  that  known  as 

The  Jam  Knot ,  which  is  suited  to  hooks  up  to 
No.  2  Limerick  size.  This  fastening  is  made  by 
passing  three  or  four  inches  of  the  snooding  (if 
gut  it  must  have  been  previously  well  moistened) 
through  the  eye  towards  tho  point  of  the  hook, 
then  doubling  back  the  snooding  and  making  a 
single  slip-kuot  round  the  snood  above  the  hook, 
This  dojie,  tho  slip-knot  is  drawn  sufficiently  tight 
to  only  admit  of  its  just  passing  freely  ovor  the 
eye  of  tho  hook ;  it  is  then  run  down  to  and  over 
tho  said  eyo,  whWb  boing  gradually  pullifl,  the 


free  end  of  the  snood  becomes  tight ;  thus  the 
jam  knot  is  automatically  formed,  and  the  super¬ 
fluous  snood  can  be  cut  off  to  within  an  eighth  of 
an  inch  or  so  according  to  the  size  of  the  hook. 

The  Double  Slip-knot  fastening  for  larger  sized 
eyed  hooks  is  to  be  recommended  in  preference 
to  the  foregoing  attachment  for  eyed  hooks 
over  No.  1  Limerick,  or  No.  14  new  scale, 
sizes.  To  make  this  knot,  the  hook  is  to  be 
held  at  the  bend  between  the  finger  and 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  ;  now  the  snood  end  is  to 
be  passed  through  tho  eyo,  as  in  the  foregoing 
knot,  and  over  the  hook  shank,  and  again  from 
the  opposite  side  in  the  opposite  direction,  viz — 
away  from  the  hook  point.  If  this  is  dono 
correctly,  the  end  of  the  snood  and  the  length  of 
the  same  will  be  parallel,  both  pointing  in  the 
same  direction.  The  double  slip-knot  must  now 
be  made  round  the  central  link  and  pulled  per¬ 
fectly  tight,  any  slack  being  drawn  up.  A  double 
slip  knot  is  formed  by  making  an  ordinary  slip 
knot,  and  before  it  is  drawn  taut,  the  short  end  is 
to  be  passed  a  second  time  round  the  free  part  of 
the  snood,  and  then  again  through  the  bight  or 
loop  formed  by  tying  the  first  single  knot.  In 
finishing  off,  the  end  of  the  snood  is  to  be  pulled 
—at  first  gradually  and  at  last  very  tight— straight 
in  a  line  with  the  hook  and  main  snood.  The  end 
is  to  be  trimmed  off  as  before. 

The  “  Turle  ”  Knot  has  been  described  as  a 
“perfect  ”  knot  for  attaching  a  line  or  snood  to  a 
bare  hook,  owing  to  its  combined  strength  and 
simplicity,  added  to  the  quickness  in  which  it  can 
be  completed.  The  initial  part  of  the  process  of 
making  this  attachment  is  to  pass  the  end  of  the 
snood  line  through  the  eye  of  the  hook,  running 
the  hook  a  few  inches  up  the  line  out  of  the  way  ; 
then  a  “  running  noose  ”  with  a  single  slip-knot 
is  to  be  made,  and  this  knot  is  to  be  drawn  as 
tight  as  possible.  The  hook  is  next  to  be  run 
back  and  passed  through  the  running  noose,  and 
the  line  being  pulled  tight,  the  spare  end  is 
trimmed  off  as  usual.  Then  again  there  is  the 

“  Figure  of  Eight  ”  Knot. — This  is  made  by 
passing  a  few  inches  of  snood  through  the  eye 
(downwards,  i.e.,  in  a  direction  towards  the  point), 
passing  the  short  end  over  itself  above  the  eye, 
and  then  under  itself  again,  and  finally  through 
the  loop  formed  by  the  first  part  of  the  operation 
after  the  end  was  passed  through  the  eye  ;  the 
whole  is  then  pulled  up  tight.  Again  there  are 

Other  methods  by  which  eyed  hooks  may  be 
attached  to  snoods  ;  such  as  passing  the  end.  of 
the  snood  through  the  eye  downwards,  and  forming 
two  half  hitches  round  the  hook  shank  ;  or  a  clove 
hitch  may  be  made  in  place  of  a  couple  of  half 
hitches.  Another  method  is  to  pass,  the  snood 
through  the  eye  as  before  and  put  a  single  over¬ 
hand  (common)  knot  in  the  end  ;  this  end  is  then 
to  be  passed  round  the  shank  and  under  itself  and 
pulled  tight,  the  knotted  part  being  humoured 
until  it  houses  close.  This  is  really  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  single  bend. 

Hook  links  may  be  attached  to  tapered  hooks 
by  wrapping,  in  fact  this  is  the  only  way  of  fasten¬ 
ing  them  ;  but  to  flatted  shanked  sea  hooks  a  clove 
hitch,  or  two  half  hitches,  will  secure  the  link. 
Gut  is  but  rarely  attached  in  this  way  ;  the  eyed 
hook  is  by  far  the  best  for  gut  links  in  cases  where 
the  gut  is  not  bound  to  the  hook.  Twisted  hair 
may  be  attached  in  any  of  the  styles  named,  but 
gimp  can  only  be  bound  on  to  the  shank  ;  it  is  use¬ 
less  to  attempt  to  tie  it.  Silk  or  flax  line  can 
likewise  be  attached  by  any  one  of  the  plans 
alluded  to.  China  twist  makes  a  capital  hook 
link.  Of  course  these,  like  all  other  materials, 
will  be  carefully  selected,  as  regards  reasonable 
strength,  in  comparison  with  the  fish  likely  to  be 
caught.  ( To  be  continued. ) 

Anglers,  Beware  of  Cedar  Wood. — “  A  word  of 
warning  to  those  who  keep  their  salmon  flies  in 
cedar  wood  boxes.  I  had  a  large  one  made,  with 
shallow  trays,  thinking  that  the  cedar  would  act 
as  a  preventive  against  moths.  However,  one 
day  I  noticed  that  the  wings  of  some  of  the  flies 
were  sticky,  and  to  my  amazement,  while  I  was 
examining  it,  the  hook  drew  quite  easily.  I  then 
made  further  examination,  and  found  that  cedar 
oil  had  exudod  from  the  wood,  and  had  dissolved 
the  wax  and  varnish  on  the  body  and  head  of  the 
flies.  In  response  to  an  inquiry  which  I  inserted 
in  tho  Field,  I  have  received  several  letters,  the 
writers  of  which  had  all  Buffered  in  tlvo  same  way 
I  as  myeolf."— HAVtfWN- 
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$oti>s  antr  Autries 


The  spawning  season  on  the  Dee  and  the  Don  is 
now  fully  over,  even  on  the  lowest  redds.  The 
season  on  the  whole  has  only  been  a  fair  one.  The 
early  floods,  however,  enabled  gravid  fish  to 
ascend  to  higher  grounds  than  is  commonly  the 
case,  so  that  may  account  for  the  opinion  in  some 
quarters  that  the  season  has  hardly  been  an 
average  one,  as  fish  were  observed  on  redds  not 
commonly  frequented  in  so  large  numbers,  while 
other  favourite  spots  were  seemingly  neglected. 

Sad  News  from  Forfarshire. — The  village  of 
Auchmithie,  in  Forfarshire,  is  at  present  in  a  sad 
plight  in  consequence  of  the  matrimonial  diffi¬ 
culty  which  has  suddenly  arisen.  It  appears  that 
the  wedding  season  among  the  fishing  population 
is  at  the  close  of  the  herring  fishing,  and  about  a 
score  of  young  fishermen  of  Auchmithie  are  eager 
to  be  married.  This  very  laudable  intention, 
however,  cannot  be  carried  out  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  house  accommodation  in  the 
village.  Not  a  single  dwelling  is  empty,  and  unless 
the  Earl  of  Northesk,  who  reigns  over  the 
district,  steps  in  and  provides  building  sites,  the 
young  fisher-folk  will  be  in  a  dreadful  pickle.  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  who  immortalised  the  place  and  its 
surroundings  in  the  “  Antiquary,”  never  antici¬ 
pated  such  a  lamentable  condition  of  affairs  when 
he  was  creating  Mussel-Crag,  Edie  Ochiltree, 
Monkbarns,  and  Steenie  Mucklebackit. 


The  Dee  Fisheries. — The  Duke  of  Westminster 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  24th,  presided  over  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board.  Major  Lead- 
better,  the  hon.  secretary,  said  the  past  had  been 
the  most  successful  year  for  net  fishing  for  salmon 
for  a  long  time,  but  there  had  not  been  the  same 
success  with  rod  and  line.  Even  here,  however, 
there  had  been  an  improvement  over  the  previous 
year.  He  was  also  able  to  report  very  favourably 
upon  this  season’s  spawning  prospects.  Mr. 
Henry  Taylor  said  he  had  seen  sufficient  salmon 
going  up  the  Dee  to  stock  any  river  in  England. 


Fish  Frozen  in  the  Ice. — Dayton,  Ohio,  Jan. 
12. — The  State  Fish  Commissioners,  a  few  years 
ago,  stocked  Indian  Lake,  in  the  Lewiston  reser¬ 
voir,  with  eels  that  were  brought  from  New  York. 
Eels  are  now  caught  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  long.  A  ton 
of  fish  were  shipped  from  the  bulkhead  last  week, 
making  50,0001b.  shipped  in  the  past  year.  A 
recent  freeze  over  the  reservoir  created  a  strange 
winter  scene ;  thousands  of  fish  were  frozen  in 
the  clear  ice,  and  the  view  was  like  that  of  a  vast 
kaleidescope. — Brown. 


A  Salmon  Taken  from  the  Orwell  near 
Ipswich. — It  is  astonishing  how  quickly  good 
news  gets  abroad.  Only  a  month  or  two  have 
passed  since  the  Ipswich  Corporation,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Gipping  Angling  Club,  went  to  the 
expense  of  building  a  picturesque-looking  cascade 
between  the  Seven  Arches  and  Handford  Road, 
which  represents  the  line  of  the  original  river 
before  it  was  converted  into  a  canal.  This  cascade 
is  intended  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  salmon 
ladder.  Anglers  and  naturalists  have  known  for 
years  past  that  salmon  trout  have  tried  to  make 
their  way  up  the  Orwell  into  the  Gipping.  Some 
have  succeeded,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  come  to  grief 
against  the  obstacles  presented  by  the  old  water¬ 
fall.  Considerable  numbers  have  been  caught 
hereabout  from  time  to  time ;  fishermen  may 
occasionally  be  seen  whipping  the  stream  for 
them,  and  there  are  instances  on  record  where 
fish  have  been  taken  while  trying  to  “  cross  the 
bar  ”  at  the  Seven  Arches  Bridge.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever,  therefore,  that  the  Anglers’  Club 
is  right,  that  salmon  trout  may  be  induced  to  go 
up  the  Gipping  to  breed,  and  that  splendid  sport 
might  thereby  be  provided  after  a  time.  At  any 
rate,  the  rapidity  with  which  the  information  got 
abroad  that  our  plucky  Corporation  had  erected 
a  salmon  ladder  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  only 
a  day  or  two  ago  a  15lb.  salmon — the  largest  ever 
taken  in  the  river — was  captured  about  two  miles 
below  the  town.  He  was  evidently  going  to  in¬ 
spect  the  new  structure,  and,  although  the  effort 
failed,  his  memory  will  doubtless  rouse  the  Angling 
Club  to  enthusiasm  at  their  aunual  dinner  on 
February  14. — East  Anglian  Daily  Times. 


A  NEW  EDITION  OF  WEBSTER. 

Webster's  International  Dictionary  is  truly  a 
magnificent  volume.  It  contains  2,118  pages,  or  200 
more  than  the  last  revised  edition  of  1880,  and  nearly 
4,000  illustrations,  of  which  about  two- thirds  have  been 
done  especially  for  this  edition.  Even  a  superficial 
comparison  with  the  last  edition  will  show  how 
thorough  has  been  the  revision.  It  is  not  merely  the 
correction  of  a  few  errors  and  the  addition  of  a  few 
hundred  new  words.  Every  page  has  been  treated  as 
if  the  book  was  now  published  for  the  first  time.  If 
we  turn  to  the  letter  L  we  find  that,  on  the  first  two 
pages,  no  fewer  than  forty-three  words  are  found 
which  have  been  recorded  in  no  previous  edition.  At 
this  rate  the  International  would  contain  upwards  of 
36,000  more  words  than  the  last  edition.  To  make 
room  for  the  large  accession  of  new  words  and 
meanings  much  condensation  has  been  made,  and  a 
comparison  between  the  editions  will  show  how 
carefully  and  consistently  this  has  been  carried  out, 
and  how  much  more  information  is  now  given  within 
the  same  space.  Take,  for  example,  the  word  “  disbar.” 
Here  is  the  old  definition  :  “  To  expel  from  the  bar  ; 
said  of  barristers  who,  in  England,  may  be  excluded 
from  the  bar  in  accordance  with  power  vested  in  the 
benchers  of  the  four  inns  of  court,  subject  to  an  appeal 
to  the  fifteen  j  udges.”  And  this  is  the  revised  defini¬ 
tion  :  “To  expel  from  the  bar  or  the  legal  profession  ; 
to  deprive  (an  attorney,  barrister,  or  counsellor)  of  his 
status  and  privileges  as  such.”  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  latter  is  not  only  the  shorter  but  the  fuller  of  the 
two.  Similar  examples  might  be  multiplied  in¬ 
definitely,  all  showing  the  thoroughness  with  which 
the  definitions  have  been  rewritten  and  condensed 
without  sacrifice  of  clearness.  Of  the  new  words  for 
which  this  revision  makes  room,  they  are  too  numerous 
and  various  even  for  classification.  They  have  been 
coming  into  use  ever  since  the  great  verbal  census  of 
the  language  was  taken  in  1864,  and  include  the  now 
familiar  terms  of  electricity,  such  as  volt,  ohm, 
ampere,  and  dynamo ;  new  slang  phrases,  or  the 
slangy  meaning  attached  to  old  words,  such  as  boodle, 
chestnut,  and  a  whole  catalogue  of  theatrical  and 
sporting  phrases  ;  words  recently  coined  to  meet  a 
special  case,  such  as  Prof.  Huxley’s  “  agnostic,”  Prof. 
Vaughan’s  “  tyrotoxicon,”  and  countless  others  of 
which  even  a  purist  in  language  cannot  well  afford  to 
be  ignorant,  as  they  abound  in  every  newspaper  of  the 
day  and  nearly  every  new  book  that  issues  from  the 
press. 


SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  Work  of  the  Past  Year. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conser¬ 
vators  of  the  Severn  Fishery  District  was  held 
recently  at  the  iQueen’s  Hotel,  Birmingham. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  (chairman)  presided,  and 
there  was  a  very  large  attendance,  which  included 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Lord  Sudeley,  Sir  C.  H. 
Rouse-Boughton,  Sir  W.  F.  G.  Guise,  Hon.  Elton 
Giffard,  &c.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  was  re-elected 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  Colchester-Wemyss,  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.A.  C.  Cherry  (Worcester),  treasurer, 
Mr/John  Stallard,  jun.  (Worcester),  clerk,  and  Mr. 
T.  Chivers  (Gloucester),  auditor.  The  various 
county  members  of  the  Executive  and  Pollution 
Committees  were  re-elected,  while  Major  W.  C. 
Hill  was  chosen  to  fill  one  vacancy  in  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  Worcestershire,  and  Mr.  George 
Kempster,  one  in  that  of  Montgomeryshire. 

The  Annual  Report. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  the  annual  report,  which 
he  had  drafted,  and  which  stated  that  there  had  not  been, 
so  far,  any  great  alteration  in  the  policy  of  the  Board, 
although,  as  would  he  seen  from  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
report,  steps  had  been  taken  that  seemed  to  foreshadow 
very  important  modifications.  The  Birmingham  angling 
societies  had  begun  a  movement  for  the  preservation  of 
the  river  Avon.  So  much  of  the  river  and  it3  tributaries 
as  were  in  Gloucestershire  and  Worcestershire  were  within 
the  Severn  district,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  river  and  its 
tributaries  were  not  in  any  district.  Some  years  ago  the 
Board  applied  to  the  Home  Office  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
Avon  included  in  the  Severn  Fishery  District,  but  on 
account  of  the  opposition  of  the  Warwickshire  justices  the 
application  was  not  granted.  Having  regard  to  the 
opposition  to  the  proposal  from  the  county  of  Warwick, 
the  matter  had  been  allowed  to  rest,  but  the  present  move¬ 
ment  made  it  necessary  for  the  Board  to  consider  what 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  Board  could  not  assent  to  another  authority  being 
formed  that  would  have  jurisdiction  over  part  of  a  river  in 
the  district,  and  in  places  over  one-half  the  river,  and  that 
might  make  rules  and  bye-laws  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
protection  the  Board  was  carrying  out.  If  anything  was 
done  in  the  matter  it  would  seem  best  that  the  whole  of  the 
Avon  and  its  tributaries  should  be  included  in  the  Severn 
district,  but  it  should  he  pointed  out  that  that  would  entail 
a  very  serious  addition  to  the  work  of  the  Board  and  the 
expenses  of  preservation,  and  that  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  the  increased  area  would  at  best  be  very  small.  The 
matter  was  one  on  which  it  was  desirable  that  full  informa¬ 
tion  should  bo  obtained  at  once,  so  that  the  Board 
might  come  to  an  early  decision  upon  it.  The  passes 
on  the  Severn  were  working  well,  and  it  was  only 
at  very  exceptional  states  ot  the  river  that  salmon 
experienced  any  difficulty  in  passing  up  the  weirs. 

As  to  the  Severn  Navigation  scheme,  the  dredging  in 


connection  with  the  improvement  and  maintenance  of  the 
navigable  channel  of  the  river  Severn  to  a  minimum  depth 
of  10ft.  at  a  low  summer  level  from  or  near  the  point  in 
that  river  known  as  the  Lower  Parting,  at  Portham  Mead, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  along  the  eastern  channel  of 
the  river  there  to  the  southern  side  of  Worcester  Bridge, 
in  the  city  of  Worcester  and  county  of  the  said  city,  and 
to  a  minimum  depth  of  7ft.  at  low  summer  level  from  the 
southern  side  of  Worcester  Bridge  aforesaid  to  Gladder  or 
Whitehouse  Brook,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  would 
materially  affect,  if  it  did  not  destroy,  several  drafts  on  the 
river.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  bring  about  a 
very  important  diminution  in  the  netting  of  the  river  be¬ 
tween  Worcester  and  Gloucester,  and  if  the  proposal  now 
before  the  Board  were  carried  out  as  to  increasing  the  rate 
of  license  duty  for  any  new  draft  that  might  be  opened, 
the  navigation  works  would  be  a  material  belp  in  enabling 
the  fish  to  ascend  to  the  upper  waters.  In  the  proposals 
that  were  about  to  be  made  for  placing  restrictions  on  the 
fishing  below  Lincombe  Weir,  tbe  result  of  this  work  on 
the  fishing  should  not  be  left  out  of  account.  It  was  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Work  Would  be  begrlh  early  in  1891,  and  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  with  regard  to 
the  history  of  the  movements  of  salmon  to  see  if,  while  in 
course  of  execution,  they  produced  any  deterrent  effect  on 
the  ascending  salmon.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
various  schemes  were  on  foot  for  supplying  London  and 
Birmingham  with  water.  One  of  them  proposed  the  upper 
Severn  as  the  source  of  supply.  If  any  such  proposals  took 
a  tangible  form,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Board  and  all 
other  bodies  who  were  interested  in  the  Severn  watershed 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  oppose  it,  for  it  could  not  be  too 
often  repeated  that  there  was  not  any  surplus  water 
supply  in  the  Severn  watershed,  all  there  was  being  needed 
for  the  requirements  of  the  towns,  the  populations,  and 
industries  of  the  watershed.  There  could  be  little  doubt 


that  the  Severn  for  some  years  past  had  been  over-fished^ 
more  fished,  in  fact,  than  it  could  bear— and  that  the  effect 
of  such  fishing  had  been  to  materially  reduce  the  stock  of 
salmon.  It  was  also  a  fact  that  the  stock  of  salmon  had 
been  reduced  lower  than  it  should  be,  having  regard 
to  the  general  good  of  the  river  and  its  future  pros¬ 
pects.  It  must,  therefore,  be  admitted  at  the  outset 
that  a  primA-facie  case  was  made  out  for  placing 
further  restrictions  upon  the  fishing  as  at  present  carried 
on.  But  the  question  as  to  what  those  restrictions  should 
be  was  a  matter  of  much  more  disputable  nature.  Restric¬ 
tions  must  take  one  of  three  forms— (1)  On  the  instruments 
that  might  be  used ;  (2)  in  the  manner  of  using  them ;  (3)  in 
the  times  when  they  might  be  used.  It  was  in  the  direction 
of  the  times  of  fishing  that  any  restrictions  should  be  made, 
and  under  proper  conditions  the  fairest  form  of  restriction 
and  the  best  chance  of  improvement  would  be  in  the 
annual  close  time.  The  income  of  the  Board  from  all 
sources,  including  a  balance  from  the  treasurer  »:■  £72  IPs. 
for  the  year  1890,  amounted  to  £1,244  9s.  8d.,  and  the 
expenditure  to  £1,174  93.  7d.,  leaving  a  balance  due  from 
the  treasurer  of  £70  0s.  Id.  The  amount  received  for 
salmon  licenses  was  £569  16s.,  a  decrease  of  £50  0s.  6d.  on 
1889,  while  the  sum  received  for  trout  licenses  was 
£565  14s.  6d.,  a  decrease  of  £10  13s.  6d.  The  continued  fall¬ 
ing  off  of  the  licenses  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  supply  of 
fish  was  falling  off,  and  that  demanded  the  very  serious 
attention  of  the  board.  Last  year  was  the  first  time  for 
some  years  that  the  rod  licenses  for  trout  had  not  shewn  an 
increase.  Three  important  proposals  as  to  license  duty 
were  now  before  the  Board ;  the  one  was  to  charge  the  full 
£5  for  salmon  nets  used  anywhere  but  in  the  existing  low 
water  drafts ;  the  second  was  to  rescind  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  altering  the  commission  on  trout  and  line  licenses 
from  threepence  to  twopence  in  the  shilling ;  the  third 
was  to  do  away  with  the  permission  to  licensees  to  angle 
during  the  close  time  for  fresh- water  fish.  Extension  of 
close  time,  diminution  of  commission,  and  abolition  of 
permits  all  meant  decreased  revenue,  and  as  the  revenue 
of  the  Board  was  wholly  insufficient  for  the  work  it  ought 
to  do,  any  further  reduction  would  greatly  hamper  its 
undertakings,  and  should  not  be  made  unless  for  very  good 
reasons.  There  had  been  55  prosecutions,  22  fewer  than  in 
1889,  and  29  fewer  than  in  1888.  Of  these  there  were  41  con¬ 
victions,  4  withdrawals  and  10  dismissals.  The  estimated 
number  of  salmon  taken  during  the  year  1890  was  only 

13.500,  being  4,500  less  than  in  1889,  when  the  number  was 
18,000,  and  16,000  less  than  in  1888,  when  the  number  was 

29.500.  It  was  the  worst  season  since  1879,  when  the  estimated 
number  was  9,930,  the  smallest  on  record.  The  average 
weight  of  the  fish  was  121b.,  as  against  1341b.  in  1889,  and 
131b.  in  1888.  The  average  weight  for  the  lower  part  of  the 
estuary  would  be  about  1041b.  The  estimated  total  weight 
was  70  tons,  which  at  one  shilling  a  pound  gave  the  value 
as  £8,100,  as  against  £12,208  in  1889  and  £19,152  in  1888.  As 
to  trout  fishing,  the  dry  season  had  been  much  against  it, 
and  the  number  of  fish  caught  showed  a  decrease.  Some 
very  fine  trout  had  been  taken.  The  eel  season  was  far 
better  than  that  of  1888  or  1889,  but  the  take  of  eels  was 
certainly  declining,  while  there  was  little  doubt  that  the 
run  of  lamperns  was  in  the  spring,  very  often  after  the  close 
time  had  begun.  In  regard  to  fresh-water  fish,  almost  all 
the  angling  clubs  reported  that  the  take  of  fresh-water  fish 
was  very  poor,  and  it  appeared  clear  that  the  number  of 
those  fish  was  decreasing.  V ery  little  was  done  at  any  of 
the  four  hatcheries  during  the  last  year.— The  Chairman, 
commenting  npon  the  report,  said  that  the  financial  posi 
tion  of  the  board  was  not  as  he  should  like  it,  and  it  was  a 
serious  matter  to  consider  how  their  income  should  be 
maintained.  The  last  had  been  a  very  bad  season,  not  only 
on  the  Severn,  but  on  all  rivers,  and  he  felt  it  very  deeply 
that  after  twenty-five  years  of  work  they  had  such  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  state  of  things  with  which  to  come  before  them 
and  to  say  that  they  had  relapsed  into  the  state  they  were 
in  before  the  work  was  undertaken.  Something  must  be 
done  speedily  to  restore  the  stock  of  fish.— The  motion  for 
the  adoption  of  the  report  was  seconded,  and  Mr.  T.  Cadlo 
said  that  from  Gloucester  down  to  the  estuary  there  had 
never  been  a  worse  season.— Mr.  Humphreys-0 wen  con¬ 
tended  that  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  owners  on  all 
parts  of  the  river  were  not  equally  considered.  If  it  was 
made  worth  the  while  of  the  owners  of  upper  waters  to 
preserve,  they  would  take  care  to  do  so.  (Hear,  hear.)— 
Mr.  T.  Coles  (President  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion)  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible  for  the  board  to 
have  some  control  over  the  whole  of  the  Avon.  In  Bir¬ 
mingham  there  was  a  society,  which  numbered  three 
thousand  or  four  thousand  members,  of  legitimate  anglers 
who  had  pecuniary  interests  in  the  large  parts  of  the  Avon, 
paid  large  rents,  and  often  with  unsatisfactory  results.  He 
would  like  to  ask  whether  it  was  not  possible  to  remedy 
the  position.  There  were  a  greatmany  who  were  willing  to 
extend  their  borders  in  the  direction  indicated,  and  become 
subject  to  the  rules  of  the  board.— The  Chairman  agreed 
that  something  ought  to  be  done ;  the  question  was  what 
they  ought  to  do,— Other  gentlemen  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
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upper-water  owners,  but  eventually  the  report,  slightly 
amended,  was  adopted. 

Proposed  Extension  ok  the  Close  Season. 

The  Chairman  formally  moved  “That  the  termination 
of  the  annual  close  season  as  to  the  whole  of  the  Severn 
fishery  district  shall  be  altered,  and  that  such  close  season 
shall  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  and  terminate 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  following,  both  dates  iuclusivc. 
for  all  modes  of  salmon  fishing,  except  with  rod  and  line.” 
—Mr.  Kcmpster  seconded,  remarking  that  in  the  two  extra 
months  two  thousand  salmon,  according  to  the  chairman, 
would  pass  to  the  upper  waters,  and  thus  the  upper  water 
owners  would  be  encouraged  to  persevere.  -Mr.  \V. 
Colchester- Wemyss  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  tend  to  impair  a  most  important  industry,  for  it 
took  away  two  months  of  the  year  when  fish  commanded 
the  highest  possible  price.  There  were  at  least  two 
hundred  men  employed  in  the  district  of  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  river,  and  they  earned  on  an  average  from  fifteen 
shillings  to  £1,  or  together  about  £150  a  week.  If  the  close 


time  were  extended  it  would  mean  a  loss  of  some  .£1,500  to 
the  men,  because  it  would  thus  reduce  their  wages  by  at 
least  twenty  per  cent.  In  the  tidal  waters  they  could  only 
fish  for  two  and  a-half  hours  on  every  tide,  or  an  average 
of  five  hours  per  day,  and  it  would  bo  impossible  for  the 
men  to  catch  as  many  fish  if  the  two  months  were  closed, 
while  the  fish  could  always  pass  up  the  river  during  the 
nineteen  hours  a  day  they  were  not  engaged  in  their  work. 
—The  Duke  of  Beaufort  said  he  had  been  chairman  of  the 
Wye  Fishery  Board,  and  they  had  tried  a  close  time 
extending  up  to  the  31st  of  March  for  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years.  They  found,  however,  that  there  were  no  more  fish 
went  by  into  the  upper  waters  than  before,  and  in  recent 
years  they  had  altered  the  t  ime  and  gone  back  to  the  one 
which  tho  Severn  Board  had  adopted.  lie  sympathised 
with  the  owners  of  the  upper  waters;  and  thought  they  i 
should  have  their  fair  share  of  fish,  but  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  extension  of  the  close  time  would  be  of  any 
advantage  to  them.— Colonel  Mason  contended  that  the 
passes  were  such  that  the  female  salmon  in  spawning  time 


could  not  get  up.— Mr.  Southall  proposed  that  the  executive 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  as  to  what  were  the 
best  measures  to  adopt  for  increasing  the  stock  of  fish  in 
the  river,  and  that  they  should  hold  meetings  in  different 
places  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  on  the 
subject.— Several  gentlemen  who  represented  the  interests 
of  the  upper  water  owners  spoke  for  the  resolution,  but 
eventually  came  round  to  support  the  amendment,  which 
Mr.  Buckland  seconded.— The  representatives  of  thelowrer 
water  owners  opposed  both  resolution  and  amendment, 
the  latter  of  which  was  ultimately  carried  by  forty  votes 
to  thirty-two .  —The  resolution  was  therefore  lost. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers* 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  ”  Semi-Waders, 
the  “Test”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


"  Among  the  beet  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Pickens, 


CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COU  RTS 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  EOR  6s. 


Est.  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1884. 


ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETER  F.  HEERING, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales 

bold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 

As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  “  Fishing  Gazette,"  and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad. 


Fi'gJ, 


Fic.2. 


Fie.S. 


Figure  1  shows  how  Spring  of  our  “  Flexible  Grip'’  Rods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 

Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 

General  Catalogue,  68  pages,  illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containing  fishery  map  of  Ireland, 
specially  drawn  for  the  work,  by  J.  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  post-free,  8d.  Samples  of  Ulster  Silk  Lines,  post- 
free.  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND . 

JOS.  BRADDELL  &  SOU,  21,  Castle  Plaoe,  BELFAST. 


PRACTICAL  IN  EVERY 
DETAIL. 

WEAR  GUARANTEED. 

GOLD  MEDAL 

J 

GREATEST  VARIETY  AND 
LARGEST  STOCK 
IN  THE  KINGDOM. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  wT^=s, 

37,  Queen.  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 

And  at  9  &  10,  High  Street,  Bristol;  and  8,  Queen  Street,  Cardiff;  Works-Bow  Road,  E. 
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•‘THEY  SPIN  WITH  A  BREATH  OF  AIR." 


BROWN’S 


PHANTOM 


FITTED  WITH  GEEN’3 


MINNOW 


PATENT  SWIVEL 


Has  the  Simplest.  Neatest,  Strongest,  and  Least  Resisting  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Artificial  Bait  extant.  There  is  only  One  Bearing  ot 
Motion,  therefore  no  complication,  nothing  hidden  from  view,  and  no  possibility  ot 

a  hitch  in  the  working. 

Brown’s  Phantoms  can  he  had  of  the  Principal  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Pr  i vinces,  stamped  W.  B.  on  the  spinners.  Write  for  Price  List  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  42,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 


W.  WOODFIELD  &  SONS, 

E.ISEMORE  WORKS,  &  VICTORIA  MILLS,  REDDITCE, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  LINES, 
TACKLE  AND  FISH  HOOKS. 

Special —EASEMORE  EYED  HOOKS  ( )  in  Salmon  or  Trout  Sizes. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


GEEN’S  PATENT  COMBINATION 

LEAD  AND  SWIVEL. 

And  the  Bickerdyke  Bod-end  Bing. 

OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL  TACKLE  DEALERS . 

Wholesale  of  the  Sole  Manufacturers : 

J.  WARNER  &  SONS,  Hewell  Works,  REDDITCH. 


W.  BARTLEET  &  SONS, 


THE  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE  ! 
MARTIN,  OPENSHAW  &  CO. 

Sole  Proprietor,  W.  T.  OPENSHAW. 

ONLY  ADDRESS - NEWARK-UPON-THENT. 

Extracts  from  an  article  by  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  in  Fishing  Gazette,  March  15, 1890. 

“The  Nottingham  Style.— To  insure  success  you  must  be  fitted  out  properly.— No  tackle  makers 
can  do  this  better  than  Martin,  Openshaw  &  Co.— I  was  struck  with  the  sterling  merit  and  wonderful 
cheapness  of  their  goods.— You  get  a  sound  honest  article  that  does  its  work  through  a  busy  season 
and  is  found  fit  aDd  ready  for  the  fray  at  the  commencement  of  another." 

Extract  from  Editorial  Note  in  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  21,  1889. 

“  I  never  saw  better  value  for  money,  either  rod  or  reel.’ 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  and  every  requisite  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Now  is  the  time  to  send  your  tackle  to  he  overhauled  and  repaired. 
SEND  FOR  ODR  CELEBRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST-FREE,  THREE  STAMPS 

HOLBROW  &  CO., 

FISHING  ROD  &  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

have  on  hand  a  well-seasoned  stock  of 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

Warranted  of  the  Best  Materials. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN. 

SOLE  AGENT  FOR  W.  E.  LOWE’S  PATENT  TRANSLUCENT  FLIES. 

HOLBROW  &  CO.,  7,  EAGLE  PLACE,  PICCADILLY 


ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

(Established  1783.) 
MANUFACTURERS  OF 


Make 


Gold  Medal,  Paris,  1889. 


❖  % 
*  TURN-DOWN  EYED  Y1 

wJO' 

viTSHING-HDOS 

UPTURN  SHANK. 


LIMERICK  OR  8NECK  BENT 

Patent  granted  for 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

Uand 

TOUTED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


The  “Archer”  Patent  Landing  Net  Ring 


(MABBUTT’S  PATENT) 

Is  the  STRONGEST  and  SIMPLEST  RING  known. 


The 


66  Archer 99 

66 


(HAYNE'SV 
(PATENT / 


99 


(HORWOOD’S  PATENT). 

The  most  perfeot  Spinning  Bait  ever  introduced. 

ALL  ANGLERS  SHOULD  ORDER  THIS  AT  ONCE. 

Fishing  Rods,  Reds ,  Lines ,  and  Tackle  oj  every  Description. 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  FREDK.  MALLESON’S 

American  Hexagonal  Bnilt  Cane  Salmon  and  Tront  Rods. 

W.  Bartleet  &  Sons’  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  any  dealer  in  Fishing  Tackle 


Wholesale  Agents  for  Malloch’s  Patent  Casting  and  other  Reels  and  Gaffs  and  Salmon  Fly  Cases. 
Wholesale  Agents  for  Brown’s  Phantoms  with  or  without  Geen's  Patent  Swivel;also  Gregory  s  Patent  Bait 

LONDON  HOUSE  (Wholesale  Only)  63,  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.G. 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER -SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  Wire  Centre  Casting 

Lines ;  Special  Landing  iSets  that  cannot 
catch  the  Hook  ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding  ; 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass. 
As  used  and  recommended  by  Me.  Francis 
Francis,  Mr.  Senior,  of  “The  Field,”  Authors 
of  “  Rod  in  India,"  and  “  The  Sea  Fisherman,” 
Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and 
Indian  armies,  and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

6  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 

Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  Lines.  * 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 


HARDY’S 


e 


WITH  AND  WITHOUT 


catalogue  post 

132  PAGES,  OVER 


vjF.FOrtE  CEMENTING. 


CANE  BUILT  RODS, 


STEEL  CENTRES. 

FREE  3  STAMPS, 

200  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


AFTF.R  CEMENTING 


Winners  of  the  Gold  Medal,  1883,  and  Sole  Makers  of  :-H.  G.  Pennell’s  General  Rod,  The  Albert  Victor,  H.  S. _Hall  s 
Fly  Rod,  The  Marston  Rod,  The  Kelson,  Major  Turle’s  Rod,  The  Red  spinner  Rod,  The  “  Gem,  The  Perfect 
Test,”  The  Perfection  Rod.  The  Tourist’s  Portmanteau  Rod,  Hardy  s  Quadruple,  Perfection  Spinning  Rod,  The 
Badminton,  The  Anglo-Indian  Mahseer  Rod.  The  above  are  all  Cane-built  Eods,  with  and  without  btcel  Centies.  Hardys 
Celebrated  Alnwick  Greenheart  Rod ;  The  Hotspur;  The  Guinea;  &c.,  &c. 


Y  BROTHERS,  LONDON  &  NORTH-BRITISH  WORKS,  ALNWICK. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  31,  1891. 


Reports  from  CIttirs 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House ,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,  and  marked  Club  Retort  outside  envelope. 
Host  Card  Reports  pref  erred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  general  committee 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  2, 
at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec.  ’ 

Anglers’  Association. — Southern  District  X isiting 
o  r,ct-urn  visit  took  place  on  Tuesday,  27th  instant, 
at  the  Rodney  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
JNew  Rent-road,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  the  following  fourteen 
clubs  were  well  represented — Anglers’  Pride,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Peckham  Brothers,  Rodney,  Second 
Surrey,  bt.  Albans  and  Excelsior,  South  London,  St. 
Georges,  United  Brothers,  North  Lambeth,  Amicable 
Excelsior,  Alma  and  G.  P.  O.  The  next  visit  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  February  18,  at  the  St.  Albans  and 
Excelsior,  Royal  George,  New-street,  Kennington  Park- 
road,  when  1  hope  they  will  receive  a  good  muster  of 
brot  her  anglers. — G.  W.  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers  Association.— Western  District.— The  first 
return  visit  of  the  recommencement  of  the  list  will  be  paid 
to  the  Allason  Piscatorials,  at  the  Golborne  Liberal  Club, 
Portobello-road,  Notting-hill,  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  2, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  -J .  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken  well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — Since'my  last  report  I 
Deg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  ten  shillings 
and  sixpence  annual  subscription  from  E.  Allen.  The  late 
Rye  House  Competition.— The  members  of  the  committee 
w 1 ,  J=.r,e a t g  o b lige  by  their  attendance  at  a  meeting  at  the 
Bald  F  acedstag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury,  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  at  9  o’clock,  to  arrange  the  date  for  the  next 
annual  competition,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland. — At  a  general  meeting  of 
this  club,  held  in  the  Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  the  following 
resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Keatinge,  seconded  by 
Colonel  Pottinger :  “  That  having  read  the  circular  of  the 
Lough  Mask  and  Corrib  Angling  Association,  we  consider 
the  scheme  therein  set  forth  for  the  suppression  of  cross¬ 
line  fishing  on  those  lakes  deserving  of  the  approval  and 
support  of  the  Angling  Club  of  Ireland,  and  request  our 
secretary  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Hodgson  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  ascertaining  the  lines  on  which  the  association 
proposes  to  work,  and  request  to  be  informed  of  its  pro¬ 
gress.  Carried  unanimously.— Thos.  Hewson,  hon.  sec. 

Anglers  Pride  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City 
Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road. — Several  mem- 
bers  were  out  on  25th  inst.,  but  their  takes  were  very  small 
after  their  long  rest.  Our  respected  member,  Mr.  H. 
Baxter,  late  of  the  Crown,  Walworth,  has  taken  the 
Mitre,  Fish-street-hill,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  enter¬ 
tain  any  brother  anglers  who  will  give  him  a  call.  We 
fish  at  Datchet  on  1  ebruary  8th,  1891.— J.  Tucker,  sec. 

Allason  Piscatorial  Society,  Golborne  Liberal  Club, 
Portobello-road,  Notting-hill. — The  members  of  the  above 
club  fished  a  match  on  Jan.  25,  at  Taplow,  but  met  with 
very  poor  luck.  Mr.  Newall,  a  new  member  of  the  club, 
bemg  the  successful  first,  Mr.  C.  Hannan  second  good,  and 
Mr.  H.  Smith  a  close  third,  for  some  good  prizes,  but  I  am 
sorry  that  they  did  not  turn  up  as  they  ought  to  do.  I  beg 
to  mention  that  the  first  return  visit  of  the  West  takes 
place  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  2nd,  and  I  hope  that  all  clubs 
in  the  district  will  support  us  on  that  occasion. — W. 
Miller,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln  s  Inn  Fields. — A  few  members  of  this  society 
were  out  on  the  25th,  when  Mrs.  Jeffery  and  J.  Reed 
weighed  in  dace  from  the  Thames.  I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  we  fish  a  pegged  down  match  on  February  1st 
at  Windsor,  for  five  prizes,  postponed  from  January  11th. 
Onluesday  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present, 
when  Mr.  J.  Fairborn  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. 

I  wish  to  remind  brother  anglers  that  the  next  visit  on 
the  Clerkenwell  U.V.L.  takes  place  at  the  above  well- 
known  society  on  Monday  next,  February  2nd,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  brother  anglers  and  friends 
present,— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars.— December,  1890,  was  as 
bad  as  could  be  for  angling;  January,  1891,  was  worse, 
three  weeks  not  enough  water ;  one  week  too  much.  Two 
prizes  only  taken,  Messrs.  Harry  and  Horace  Howard.  A 
series  of  prizes  have  been  arranged  for  February,  including 
a  handsome  one  for  the  best  specimen  taken  during  the 
month ;  same  conditions  as  January.  February  1st,  Mr. 
G.  E.  Simms  will  read  a  paper  on  “The  Upper  Thames,” 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  above  society. 
Chair  taken  at  8.30  prompt.  Friends  are  invited.— G.  H. 
Howard,  lion.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
held  our  annual  leg  of  mutton  supper.  There  was  a  good 
attendance.  Mr.  J.  Jennings  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Mayerle  in  the  vice-chair.  The  event  of  the  evening  was 
a  Presentation  to  Mr.  Jennings  in  tho  form  of  an  illumin¬ 
ated  testimonial  in  frame  and  engraved  gold  ring ,  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  past  services  as  hon.  sec.  from  1882  to  1890. 
Among  the  visitors  was  Mr.  Beckett,  who  responded  to 
the  toast  of  “  The  Anglers’ Association.”  Vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental  music  enlivened  the  proceedings,  and  the  members 
and  friends  separated  at  a  late  hour,  having  spent  a  most 
enjoyable  evening,  and  with  regret  that  the  meeting  was 
too  soon  over.—  J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E. — I  have  nothing  to  record 
yet  by  way-  of  fish  taken,  but  we  have  decided  to  fish  for 
Mr.  J.  Howell’s  prize  on  February  1st,  on  the  “  Chelmer,” 
roving  between  Little  Baddow  Mead  and  Boreham 
Bridge ;  all  to  leave  Stratford  at  7.48  a.m.  I  hope  each 
member  who  is  qualified  to  weigh  in  will  be  there;  only 
roach  to  weigh.— T.  H.,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
roaa,  Kentish  Town.— On  25th  inst.  we  had  our  first  weigh 
m  since  Christmas.  Mr.  King,  roach  ;  Mr.  Langton,  roach. 

I  hope  we  shall  have  some  good  shows  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season.  Members  are  reminded  that  Wednesday 
next  is  quarter  night,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  pre¬ 
sent.—  E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Central  Association.— The  usual  monthly-  delegate 


meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Strand,  on  Monday  next,  February  2nd,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— At  last  we 
have  had  a  weigh  in.  On  the  20th  inst.Mr.Wilson  had  a  nice 
take  of  roach  from  Staines,  101b.  2oz.  Our  match  has  again 
been  postponed  till  the  8th  of  Feb.  (weather  permitting), 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— We  had  a  blank  at  our  show  on  the  25th  inst.,  the 
second  of  the  season.  I  hope  members  will  be  out  in  force 
on  the  1st  prox.,  and  that  they  will  bring  us  a  good  show 
of  fish,  if  they  are  not  all  killed  by  the  severe  frost.  I  beg 
to  inform  members  that  a  club  match  has  been  made  for 
Feb.  22.  Conditions  and  place  of  fishing  to  be  arranged  on 
Tuesday  next,  when  all  members  are  asked  to  attend.  On 
Monday  next  I  hope  to  meet  as  many  of  our  members  as 
possible  at  the  Golborne  Liberal  Club  on  the  occasion  of 
the  return  visit  of  the  Allason  Piscatorial  Society. — Jno. 
T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow 
road,  Paddington,  W. — A  good  muster  of  members  atten¬ 
ded  on  W ednesday  night,  several  having  been  out  but  with 
little  success.  A  very  handsome  addition  to  the  collection 
of  fish  was  received  from  Messrs.  Coopers  in  the  shape  of 
a  pike  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Young.  Members  will  please  note 
that  an  invitation  has  been  received  from  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Angling  Society  to  their  smoking  concert  at  the 
Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  Shepherds  Bush,  a  few  members  who 
intend  accepting  Mr.  Fountain’s  invitation  will  meet  on 
Friday,  February  6th,  at  the  Red  Lion  at  7.30.— A.  Elvan, 
secretary. 

Dumfries  Angling  Promotion  and  Protection 
Club. — Report  to  the  members  : — The  committee  have 
pleasure  in  presenting  the  third  annual  report.  The  forma¬ 
tion  of  similar  associations  throughout  the  country  clearly 
proves  that  the  club  is  moving  on  right  lines,  and  that  in 
the  interest  of  true  sport,  and  for  the  repression  of  poach¬ 
ing  restrictive  measures  are  urgently  required.  The  past 
season  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  favourable  one.  Suitable 
opportunities  of  engaging  in  the  gentle  art  were  few  and 
far  between.  This,  however,  is  telling  most  favourably 
on  the  stock  of  trout.  Owing  to  the  rest  the  river  has  had 
during  the  past  three  seasons,  it  is  so  stocked  that  the  con¬ 
curring  testimony  of  the  various  keepers  is,  that  not  for 
many  years  have  the  trout  been  so  numerous  and  so  large. 
The  river  is  effectively  staked,  is  not  overfished,  and  being 
carefully  watched  is  rapidly  regaining  its  reputation  as 
the  best  trouting  stream  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Mr. 
F.  Crosbie  being  appointed  water-bailif  in  the  county  con¬ 
stabulary,  your  committee  entrusted  the  watching  to  Mr. 
W.  M’Bain.  His  presence  on  the  river  kept  away  un¬ 
authorised  persons,  and  his  co-operation  with  the  keepers 
materially  prevented  land  poaching.  It  may  be  noted  that 
the  employment  during  the  season  of  a  watcher  proves  a 
heavy  drain  upon  the  revenue  of  the  club.  At  present 
there  is  a  deficit  of  £5  5s.  lid.  The  membership  (including 
visitors)  shows  a  decrease  upon  the  previous  year.  Many 
are  influenced  by  the  season,  and  if  it  does  not  prove 
favourable,  do  not  join  at  all.  The  aims  and  objects  of  the 
club  are  such,  that  all  true  anglers  should  have  spirit 
enough  to  become  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  season, 
and  the  first  good  basket  would  amply  repay  the  small  out¬ 
lay  made  in  supporting  the  club.  No  cases  of  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  rules  occurred  during  the  season.  The  com¬ 
mittee  again  tender  their  best  thanks  to  proprietors  for  so 
readily  and  generously  renewing  to  the  club  their  respec¬ 
tive  waters.— J.  D.  M’Kinnon,  president ;  Sam.  Brown, 
secretary. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field.— The  next  outing,  which  will  be  for  three  valuable 
prizes,  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Sunday,  the  8th  February. 
There  will  be  a  sweepstake  of  Is.  for  each  competitor, 
Intending  competitors  will  be  good  enough  to  forward 
their  entrance  fee  to  the  secretary  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  venue  of  the  outing  will  be  fixed  on  Wednesday  next, 
when  I  hope  as  many  members  as  possible  will  make  it 
their  business  to  attend.  The  secretaryship  being  vacant, 
there  will  be  business  re  the  appointment  of  a  fresh  secre¬ 
tary.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  which  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  the  14th,  the  following  officers  were  appointed  : 
Chairman,  Mr.  Burkitt ;  vice-chair,  Mr.  Waterman ; 
assistant  secretary,  Mr.  F.  W.  Gomm  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Fowler,  Becknell,  Bird,  Westbroom,  and  Nazer.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  our  late  chairman,  Mr. 
Thompson,  for  his  past  services.— F.  W.  Gomm,  assistant 
sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Our  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  February  3rd.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  will  pre¬ 
side,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Maddams.  Supper  on  the  table  at 
8.30.— R.  Murphy,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — The  next  Central 
Association  visit  of  the  angling  societies  is  appointed  to 
take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  Feb.  9.— J.  A. 
Fitch,  sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal-hill. 
—We  had  a  most  enjoyable  meeting  on  Thursday  last.  The 
recently  appointed  entertainment  committee  had  drawn 
up  a  most  attractive  programme  for  the  rest  of  our  finan¬ 
cial  year,  viz.,  to  June  next,  which  was  duly  accepted,  and 
sundry  other  business  of  interest  was  disposed  of.  The 
members  then  turned  their  attention  to  harmony,  and 
some  capital  songs  were  given.— G.  J.  Toynbee. 

Gresham  Society. — The  usual  weekly  meeting  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  in  the  chair,  and  an 
excellent  attendance.  The  principal  feature  of  the  evening 
was  a  paper  by  theRev.  E.  Meyer,  on  “  Pike  Fishing,”  who 
dealt  with  his  subject  in  an  exceedingly  humorous  manner. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards  given  him,  and  on 
the  motion  of  Dr.  Brunton,  it  was  resolved  that  the  paper 
should  be  printed  and  circulated.  Mr.  E.  H.  Bromley 
gave  some  extraordinary  statistics  as  to  the  fish  consumed 
in  London,  and  Dr.  Brunton  reported  having  seen  a 
quantity  of  trout  on  the  spawning  beds  on  the  Upper  Lea, 
and  also  having  caught  a  pike  there  on  Tuesday.  Mr. 
Bentley  presented  “A  Scotch  Tourist  Guide”  to  the 
library,  and  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  the  secretary,  a  copy  of  the 
second  edition  of  his  book,  “  Red  Palmer,”  and  both  of  them 
were  suitably  thanked.  Next  Tuesday  short  papers  on 
“  Perch  Fishing  ”  will  be  read. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “Norge  ”  Semi-Waders, 
the  “  Test  ”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland  ”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


Hearts  ot  Oak  Angling  Society _ On  Monday  last 

our  annual  supper  took  place,  being  splendidly  catered 
by  Mr.  Drayton,  of  the  Holywell  Dining  Rooms,  Holywell- 
lane.  Secretaries  of  angling  societies  would  do  well  to 
keep  him  in  mind,  as  for  quality,  quantity,  and  civility,  he 
is  not  to  be  beaten.  Forty-one  members  and  friends  sat 
down,  the  chair  being  admirably  filled  by  Mr.  Brink.  On 
Monday  next  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place, 
and  being  a  ladies’  night,  no  doubt  many  of  the  fair  sex 
will  be  there,  and  I  should  be  pleased  to  sec  some  friends 
also.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A  few  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  on  the  25th  inst.  J.  Row  weighed  in  two 
jack.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  12,  Bateman- 
street,  Soho-square,  W. — The  members  present  at  the 
special  meeting  last  Tuesday  have  decided  to  fish  their 
February  competition  on  the  8th  prox.,  which  includes 
prizes  left  over  from  Christmas.  The  medal  and  5s.  for  the 
largest  fish  taken  on  that  day,  given  by  Mr,  Phillips,  the 
place  decided  upon  being  Taplow.  Members  who  wish  to 
take  part  in  this  will  do  well  by  attending  next  week.  I 
was  rather  disappointed  at  the  small  muster  we  had  on 
Tuesday,  especially  as  I  issued  through  the  post  an  urgent 
appeal  to  all,  and  I  further  think  that  if  the  absentees 
were  to  interest  themselves  a  little  more  in  the  club  it 
would  be  a  much  greater  pleasure  to— Snap. 

Islington  Angling  Society,  Jubilee  House,  Hornsey- 
rise,  N. — “  How  to  Obtain  Sea  Fishing  on  the  Most  Favour¬ 
able  Terms,”  is  the  title  of  a  paper  to  be  read  before  this 
society,  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  on  Monday  next,  February 
2,  at  eight  p.m.  Members  and  friends  would  do  well  if 
they  made  an  effort  to  attend,  as  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
gain  the  practical  information  elsewhere  that  they  would 
get  from  Mr.  Parker.— Claude  H.  Kennett,  hon.  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  com¬ 
peted  for  five  special  prizes  at  Amberley  on  the  25th, 
but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river,  not  one 
succeeded  in  taking  the  required  weight ;  so  they  will  be 
fished  for  again  on  February  1st  in  the  Lea,  between 
Broxbourne  and  the  bridge  at  St.  Margaret’s ;  towing-path 
only.  There  are  also  five  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for 
on  Wednesday  next.  Competitors  may  choose  their  own 
fishing  waters  for  these  prizes.  Messrs.  T.  Harris,  W. 
Worcester,  and  H.  Blake  were  successful  in  taking  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  last.  Many  members  and  friends 
will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  this  is  Mr.  H.  Blake’s  maiden 
prize.  Messrs.  C.  Hayward  and  H.  Butt  had  roach  on  the 
same  day  (Wednesday).— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— Members  are 
reminded  that  on  February  1st  we  fish  a  match  for  seven 
prizes  (roving)  between  Richmond  Bridge  and  Teddington 
Lock.  First  train  from  Ivensal  Green  ;  cease  fishing  at  4.30 
and  return  together  from  Richmond  Station  or  be  disquali¬ 
fied. — A.  Ide,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  St.  John’s- 
lane.— The  first  meeting,  at  our  new  club-house,  the  Bee 
Hotel,  5,  Queen’s-square  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane,  on  the 
22nd,  was  a  big  success,  as  the  attendance  of  members 
was  large,  and  perfect  harmony  and  good  fellowship  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout.  Messrs.  I.  H.  Jones,  Leaman,  Whit¬ 
tington,  Titterton,  and  Harrison  having  each  made  a  few 
appropriate  remarks,  the  business  of  the  evening  was  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  and  got  through  without  a  hitch.  Sir.  Bleas- 
dale  was  entitled  to  two  half  guineas,  specimen  fish  prizes 
he  had  won  last  year,  but  he  most  generously  gave  them 
back  to  the  fund.  Mr.  Titterton  was  the  winner  of  the 
specimen  fish  prize  for  trout,  half  a  guinea,  and  this  he  also 
most  kindly  gave  back.  Mr.  Trevitt  promised  a  pike  rod, 
value  one  guinea,  for  the  heaviest  pike  taken  out  of  the 
Knowsley  water  this  year.  In  addition  to  these  the 
following  have  been  given  and  promised  to  the  prize  list : 
Mr.  Leaman,  £1  Is.;  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones,  10s.  6d.;!Mr.  Titterton, 
10s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Bloomfield,  £1  Is. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Pearson, 
10s.  6d.  Mr.  Harrison  said  he  would  make,  free  of  charge, 
any  cases  that  might  be  required  during  1891  for  fish  set  up 
by  the  Association.  Taken  altogether  there  is  a  singularly 
bright  prospect  before  the  members,  a  prospect  which 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  abundantly  ful¬ 
filled.  It  was  decided  to  have  a  social  evening  the  first 
Thursday  in  January,  February,  March,  November,  and 
December,  to  be  passed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  harmony, 
friendly  talk,  fish  lore,  readings,  & c.  The  first  of  the 
series  to  take  place  on  Thursday  evening,  February  5th,  at 
which  it  is  hoped  members  will  muster  strongly. — Rd. 
WOOLFALL,  Sec. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Balls  Pond-road,  N. — Tuesday  being  our 
weekly  meeting  (Mr.  C.  Oliver  in  the  chair),  some  impor¬ 
tant  business  was  gone  into  and  settled.  Mr.  E.  Jermy 
graced  our  trays  with  a  nice  show  of  perch  and  dace,  some 
of  the  dace  going  ilb.  I  beg  to  call  the  members’  attention 
to  a  special  outing  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  8th  of  Feb., 
and  hope  on  that  date  all  will  show  up  in  good  time  to  be 
at  Liverpool-street  at  8.15.— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— Presentation  to  Mr.  Bob  Turnham.— A  largely- 
attended  smoking  concert  was  held  on  Thursday  night  at 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  the  home  of  the  above 
flourishing  fishing  society,  on  the  occasion  of  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  combined  testimonial  to  Mr.  Bob  Turnham, 
in  view  of  his  approaching  mariiage  and  in  recognition 
of  the  thorough  bonhomie  he  has  always  displayed,  not 
only  as  the  manager  of  the  hostelry  but; as  one  of  the  New 
Albions.  That  gentleman  took  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Stephens  was  in  the  vice-chair.  The  proceedings  took 
place  in  the  capacious  billiard-room,  which  was  tastefully 
decorated  with  f  air y  lights  and  artistic-looking  air  balloons. 
Three  hundred  persons  were  present.  Mr.  Stuart  Lane 
presided  at  the  pianoforte,  and  the  vocalists  were  also 
accompanied  by  gentlemen  on  the  harp  and  cornet.  The 
presentations  took  place  during  the  interval.  On  behalf  of 
the  club,  Mr.  Grimmett  said  that  was  the  last  time  their 
worthy  chairman  would  occupy  that  position  as  a  bachelor, 
and  in  view  of  his  approaching  marriage  with  Miss  Emily 
Goodman— a  lady  they  all  well  knew  and  respected— the 
club  had  heartily  subscribed  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
silver-plated  fish  carver  and  fork,  and  an  oak  salad  bowl, 
which  he  now  had  great  pleasure  in  handing  to  Mr. 
Turnham  as  a  small  mark  of  the  esteem  and  regard  in  which 
his  brother  members  held  him.  (Cheers.)— Mr.  Hugraan, 
on  behalf  of  the  customers,  then  presented  Mr.  Turnham 
with  a  splendid  case  of  cutlery,  which  ho  hoped  he  would 
accept  as  a  small  token  of  their  appreciation  and  esteem. 
(Cheers.)— Mr.  Turnham,  on  rising  to  reply,  was  received 
with  loud  cries  of  “Bob!  Bob!  Bob!”  and  there  was  an 
extraordinary  scene  of  enthusiasm.  He  heartily  thanked 
them  for  their  kind  presents,  and  said  that  they  could  rest 
assured  that  he  should  always  do  his.  best  for  his  friends 
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—piscatorial  or  otherwise.  (Cheers.)  Amongst  those  who 
contributed  songs  were  Messrs.  Pearce,  Angliss,  Dan  Ran- 
dall  Benvon,  Will  Stanton,  Schonfeld,  Mayne,  Weston,  E. 

J.  Wood,  and  Master  Percy  Ti’cvellyn;  Mr.  Scott  Edwards 
gave  a  masterly  and  impressive  recitation,  and  Mr. 
Thornton  Wynne  gave  an  exceedingly  amusing  and  clever 
sketch.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec.  „  _  , 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Maitland  Park,  N.W.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  a 
general  meeting  called  for  meeting  night,  Thursday,  h  eb. 
oth,  when  important  business  is  on  for  discussion.  1  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  present.  Our  long  list  or 
prizes  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close  with  hardly  any  nsn 
weighed  in.  Now  is  your  time  boys  ;  go  in  and  win.  1  am 
pleased  to  say  our  secretary  is  well  on  the  way  towards 
recovery  ;  we  hope  he  will  soon  be  with  us  again.  W . 
Ward,  sec.,  pro  tem.  „ 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Old  St.  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— Owing  to  our  club  not  being  in  possession  ot 
pickaxes  and  shovels,  our  members  have  not  been  able  to 
get  at  the  fish,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  ice;  but  on 
Jan.  25  several  ventured  out  after  two  prizes,  value  ten 
shillings  each,  both  being  won  by  Messrs.  C.  Dove  and  F. 
Dove,  with  several  nice  roach  over  41b.  each.  OnFeb.  l, 
two  prizes,  value  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  each,  will  be 
angled  for  at  Teddington.  All  members,  please  attend  next 
Tuesday,  as  several  handsome  prizes  have  been  promised 
us,  and  our  smoking  concert  takes  place.— W .  Klbourn, 
secretary.  .  ,  , 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham. — Some  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  25th  inst.,  but  met  with  very  little  success. 
Our  next  match  will  take  place  on  Feb.  8  from  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Lock  to  Rye  House  railway  bridge,  tow  path  only. 
Members  to  leave  town  on  the  8th  prox.  only.  All  sub¬ 
scriptions  must  be  paid  up  to  participate  in  this  match.  1 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion.— A.  G.  Duke, 
secretary.  , 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
Magpie,  Great  Bath-street,  Clerkenwell. — The  members  of 
this  club  unexpectedly  turned  up  in  full  force,  consequent 
upon  the  agreeable  change  in  the  weather,  and  after  soijie 
discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  hold  a  special  meeting,  at  the 
club  house  next  Thursday,  February  5th,  1891,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  an  outing 
when  it  is  hoped  the  members  will  again  turn  up  m  lull 
force,  and  stick  to  business  for  the  rest  of  the  season.— 
J.  Skinner,  sec.  .  „ 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road. — A  return  visit  on  the  A.A.Y.L.  was  paid  to  the 
above  club,  on  Tuesday,  January  27th,  the  following 
societies  answering  the  roll : — Anglers  Pride,  Bermondsey 
Bros.,  Ye  Old  Blackfriars,  Peckam  Bros.,  North  Lambeth, 
Wellington,  also  the  Alma,  and  the  G.P.  Office.  On  behalf 
of  the  above  society,  I  beg  to  thank  the  members  that 
attended  and  gave  their  services.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
H.  Mitchell  (Rodney);  vice,  W.  Garnham  (Peckham  Bros.); 
pianist,  Mr.  G.  Stone,  who  gave  the  first  song,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Messrs.  Hubble,  Tozer,  Stidolph,  Cotterell 
Barker,  Wood,  Wink,  Cockerton,  Wyllie,  Burton,  and  Fell, 
the  evening  being  wound  up  by  a  song,  given  by  our  host 
(Mr.  Clarke)  in  his  usual  good  style.  Thus  ended  one  of  the 
best  visits  the  Rodney  ever  had.  Seven  members  competed 
on  the  25th  inst.,  for  three  prizes  at  Shiplake,  but  not  one 
succeeded  in  getting  enough  fish  to  weigh  in,  therefore  the 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  February  1st;  all  to  start  m  the 
morning,  bank  fishing  only ;  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to 
rules.  Mr.  Lamberton,  sen.,  was  declared  the  winner  ot 
the  watch,  for  the  largest  jack  taken  during  January. — 
E  Pyne  sgc. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Totten- 
ham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— I  am  pleased  to  state 
that  we  recommenced  the  fishing  season  on  the  2oth  inst., 
when  several  members  went  out  to  try  their  luck,  but 
only  Messrs.  Harris,  jun.,  Hyde,  and  Holden  weighed  in 
dace  from  the  Thames.  I  should  like  to  see  some  of  the  old 
members’  faces  once  more,  if  they  are  in  the  land  ot  the 
living,  as  we  have  some  important  business  to  transact. 

F.  C.  Longland,  sec.  . 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road. — On  the  25th  inst.  a  few  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  ventured  out  for  the  first  time  for  some  weeks,  when 
the  following  members  weighed  in  :— Messrs.  VY .  North, 
roach  ;  E.  Wright,  gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a 
fair  muster  of  members  present,  when  some  very  linpor- 
tant  business  was  gone  into.  The  election  of  chairman 
took  place,  when  Mr.  G.  May  was  chosen  for  the  ensuing 
quarter.  An  outing  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on 
Feb.  22,  for  five  prizes  ;  all  to  go  by  the  first  train  only.  A 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next  for  very  urgent 
business,  when  every  member  is  requested  to  attend  with¬ 
out  fail.  Tickets  for  the  C.  and  D.U.V.  List  on  Feb.  loth, 
at  Windsor  are  now  ready.  Any  member  wishing  for  one 
will  greatly  oblige  by  applying  to  the  secretary  as  soon  as 
possible.— S.  Cane,  sec.  „  „  ,  _  ,  _  .  , 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  February  1st,  our  out¬ 
ing  will  be  to  Henley.  Train  leaves  Paddington  at  9  a.m. 
—Pelican.  , .  A 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.—The 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  L  mted  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Druid’s  Head,  Church-street, 
Deptfoi’d  Broadway,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  10.  As  this  society 
is  always  well  represented  at  every  visit  on  the  list,  1  trust 
they  will  receive  the  support  they  deserve  in  the  shape  ot  a 
bumper.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec.  ,  ,  TT  ,  ,,  , 

St.  Andrew’s  Piscatorial  Society,  lurk  s  Head,  East- 
street,  W.C.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
District  Visiting  List,  Anglers’  Association,  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  3,  at  the  above  house,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster.  The  roll  will  be  called  at  eleven 
o’clock.— B.  Chevalier,  sec.  .  ,  ,  ,  _ 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve, 
Hoxton -street,  N.—  Members  are  informed  that  three  prizes 
are  arranged  to  be  fished  for  on  February  8,  at  either 
Y aiding  or  Wateringbury,  under  the  usual  conditions,  anil 
also  that  quarterly  night  is  Wednesday,  February  4.— 1. 
Gretton.  _ 

Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills. —  Few  persons  are  so 
favoured  by  circumstances,  or  so  fortified  by  nature,  as  to  enable 
them  to  pass  unscathed  the  sore  trials  of  an  inclement  season. 
With  catarrhs,  coughs,  and  influenzas  everywhere  abounding,  it 
should  be  universally  known  that  Holloway’s  Ointment,  diligently 
rubbed  upon  the  chest,  checks  the  worst  assaults  of  these  maladies, 
and  securely  wards  off  more  grave  and  dangerous  diseases  ql  the 
throat  and  iungs.  The  truth  of  this  assertion  must  remain  un¬ 
questioned  in  the  face  of  thousands  of  unimpeachable  living 
witnesses,  who  have  personally  derived  the  utmost  .  possible 
Lp-imf  <>o  this  treatment  when  their  present  sufferings  were 
l  their  future  nrospects  most  disheartening.  Both 
dmirably  together. 


Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on 
the  25th  by  Mr.  Jarvis  with  a  nice  show  of  dace  from  lea- 
dington  (bank.)  There  will  be  a  meeting  next  Tuesday, 
Feb.  3rd,  to  arrange  an  outing,  and  other  matters.  Mem¬ 
bers  will  oblige  by  attending  early.— H.  R. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— The  next  return  visit 
on  the  South  London  United  Visiting  List  will  be 
to  the  United  Brothers,  Druid’s  Head,  Church-street, 
Broadway,  Deptford,  and  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  10.  Due  notice  will  be  given  to  all  clubs.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  above  will  fish  their  next  match  on  March  1, 
which  will  be  a  roving  match  from  Windsor  to  Taplow.  I 
hope  members  will  give  a  look  in  at  the  club  before  they 
go  fishing. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
V auxhall-cr oss . — We  had  a  poor  attendance  on  the  27th, 
Mr.  Philips  in  the  chair,  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  Fry.  ihe 
previous  week’s  minutes  were  read  and  confirmed;  some 
very  important  business  was  got  through.  Some  ot  us 
were  out  on  the  25th,  but  only  got  a  few  fish.  I  must 
again  remind  those  members  who  are  in  arrears  to  bring 
themselves  within  limits  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  we 
may  come  to  some  arrangements  for  the  rest  of  our  prizes, 
as  we  have  a  good  many  to  be  fished  for.— H  C.,  hon  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  St.  Pauls 
Tavern,  Walworth.— On  January  28,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
the  club-house  of  the  above  society,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the 
chair  when  it  was  proposed  and  carried  that  the  competi¬ 
tion  on  Wednesday  next(February  4)  be  open,  puntor  bank 
public  or  private;  there  will  be  six  prizes  to  fish  for.  F  irst 
(cash),  one  guinea,  given  by  Mr.  Rump ;  second,  silver 
mounted  pipe  and  lib.  of  the  best  tobacco  ;  and  third,  same 
as  the  second,  both  given  by  Mr.  Ttisdon ;  fourth  (cash), 
10s  6d.,  given  by  Mr.  Stidolph  ;  fifth  (cash),  10s.  6d.,  given 
by  Mr.  W.  T.  Crisp  ;  sixth,  box  of  cigars,  given  by  Messrs. 
Charlesworth  and  Austen,  On  the  same  evening  we  hold 
our  second  smoking  concert  of  the  season,  when  ladies  are 
cordially  invited.  Admission  by  ticket,  which  can  be  had 
at  the  club-house.  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp,  chairman  ;  Mr. 
Durell,  vice-chairman ;  Mr.  Vivian  Blanchard,  pianist. 
All  members  that  go  out  fishing  on  that  day,  I  trust  will 
get  home  in  time  and  attend  the  concert.  Chair  taken  at 
eight  o’clock  sharp.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— On  February  1st,  we  fish  from  St. 
Margaret’s  to  Rye  House  for  a  supper,  to  which  Mr.  N  ew- 
bery  gives  the  beef,  the  members  to  find  the  trimmings, 
also  for  four  prizes.  All  members  to  go  down  by  9.8  Liver- 
pool-street;  cease  fishing  5.30.—  R.  J.  Darntall,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that 
it  is  our  monthly  meeting  night  on  Wednesday,  February 
4th  hoping  to  have  a  good  attendance,  as  the  worthy 
host’s  prizes,  to  be  fished  for,  have  got  to  be  decided  on.— 
R.  Lowther,  sec.  ^ 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  the 
club  meeting  on  Thursday  next  the  5th,  at  8.30  sharp,  as 
several  important  business  matters  have  to  be  brought 
forward,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  the  next  club 
match.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

£3"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below,  _ 

730  min.  for  Chelsea.  75o  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

Add-,'  45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-  80  „  „  Twicken- 

|  smith.  _  ham. 

[so  „  „  Barnes.  [85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  8o 
minutes  later.  ,  ... 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tiae 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  31 .  5.38 .  5.56 


Feb. 


Sunday, 
Monday,  „ 
Tuesday,  „ 
Wednesday,, 
Thursday,  „ 
Friday,  „ 


1.. 

2 

3.'. 

4.. 

5. . 

6. . 


6.33 

7.16 
8.  7 

9.16 
10.40 
11.58 


THE  USK  AND  EBBW. 

The  Usk  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Abergavenny 
on  the  20th  inst.;  Col.  Lyne  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members.  Col.  Lyne  on  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Parry,  seconded  by  Mr.  D.  Williams  was  un¬ 
animously  re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  accounts  for  1890  audited  by  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
Parry  were  produced,  explained  and  passed ;  they  showed 
a  falling  off  of  the  balance  of  from  £268  16s.  3d.  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1890  to  cl  1)3  12s.  3d.  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but 
this,  to  a  large  extent,  as  was  explained  by  the  chairman, 
was  largely  owing  to  exceptional  circumstances. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Llewellin,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Parry,  it  was  resolved  that  the  reporters  of  the 
press  be  admitted  to  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  board, 
the  chairman  in  his  discretion  at  such  meetings  reserving 
till  the  end  of  the  meetings,  such  matters  as  he  may  deem 
expedient  to  be  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole 
board,  or  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

The  clerk,  Mr.  H.  S.  Lyne  reported  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  approved  the  proposed  reduction  of  licenses  of 
stop  nets  from  £7  10s.  to  £5  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Parry  and 
resolved  upon  at  a  previous  meeting.  He  also  reported 
instances  when  the  fines  from  convictions  had  not  been 
paid,  and  he  was  instructed  to  take  steps  to  obtain  such 
payments  at  once.  He  also  reported  having  received 
satisfactory  assurance  from  Brecon,  that  the  sewage  pol¬ 
lution  was  being  abated  by  the  construction  of  new  works 
for  this  object,  and  this  was  confirmed  to  the  superinten¬ 
dent  water  bailiff  of  the  district. 

The  destruction  of  salmon  (more  particularly  those  who 
were  diseased)  owing  to  the  extraordinary  frost  in  the  Usk 
and  its  tributaries  was  reported  as  considerable,  whilst 
the  destruction  from  disease  was  less  than  usual. 

Several  fresh  fish  were  stated  to  be  already  in  the  river 
whilst  the  prospect  of  trout  was  excellent.  It  was,  upon 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  J.  Hotchkiss,  resolved  to  alter  the 
quarterly  days  of  meetings  as  follows  :  On  the  third  Tues¬ 
day  in  January  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  May,  August, 
and  November  instead  of  as  at  present, 


The  United  Usk  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Abergavenny  on  Tuesday,  20th 
January,  Col.  Lyne  in  the  chair  ;  there  was  but  a  small 
attendance.  The  accounts  for  the  year  ending  31st  Dec., 
1890,  duly  audited,  were  produced  and  passed.  They 
showed  a  cash  to  the  credit  of  the  Association  of  £151  2s 
3d.  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  against  £78  9s.  Id.  at  the  be 
ginning  of  the  year  with  a  reserve  of  £123  4s.  for  general 
purposes  of  the  river.  The  chairman,  Col.  Lyne,  was  re¬ 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  He  stated  that  he  had  ar 
ranged  for  the  several  fisheries  as  last  year.  A  slight 
alteration  was  made  in  rule  16  so  that  in  future  no  fishing 
in  the  limited  water  should  be  allowed  before  six  a.m 
The  superintendent  water  bailiff  reported  that  notwith 
standing  the  severe  frost  which  had  destroyed  many  fish 
there  was  every  prospect  of  a  good  season,  and  that  fish 
were  running  up  unusually  early. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Ahdersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  •'  Norge  ”  Semi-Waders, 
the  “Test”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


English  and  Weis]!  Beports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— It  was 

remarkable  how  quickly  the  thaw  had  the  effect  of  dis¬ 
turbing  the  ice-bound  portion  of  the  Thames,  and  where 
skaters  had  been  enioying  themselves,  and  the  public 
amused  with  the  roasting  of  sheep,  the  river  -was  free  from 
frost,  and  with  the  weirs  open,  the  water  was  running 
down  and  increasing  in  its  height  at  a  rattling  pace.  I  went 
over  to  Sunbury  on  Monday  last,  expecting  to  see  some 
ice  still  afloat,  but  in  the  portion  by  Stroud’s  boat-house 
there  was  nothing  but  water.  I  had  a  good  chat  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Stroud  on  things  in  general,  but  the  Thames  in 
particular,  and  found  him  ready,  as  he  always  is,  to  give 
pecuniary  help  to  the  work  of  river  protection,  and  also  to 
contribute  to  the  river-keepers’  dinner.  There  is  much  to 
learn  in  an  interview  with  such  men  who  have  the  real 
interest  of  the  river  at  heart.  I  paid  a  friendly  visit  to  Mr. 
Edward  Clarke,  who  offered  me  the  hospitality  of  his 
house,  as  they  were  at  breakfast,  but  I  was  in  no  condition 
to  accept  it.  He  has  very  good  ideas  about  the  river  and 
what  should  be  done,  and  cheerfully  supports  the  work  of 
protecting  the  fishery  and  contributing  to  the  keepers 
dinner.  Sunbury  is  exceptionally  conspicuous  in  the  pro¬ 
fessional  fishermen  annually  subscribing  to  the  T.A.P.S., 
and  I  make  mention  of  the  fact,  as  I  should  be  glad  if 
other  places  would  follow  the  example.  The  river  is 
gradually  recovering  itself,  and  I  hope  next  week  there 
will  be  some  good  reports,  and  at  once  bring  the  metro¬ 
politan  anglers  on  the  war-path,  and  the  South-Western 
Railway  conveying  them  to  the  different  portions  of  the 
river  to  Staines  and  Windsor,  as  their  rods  are  sure  to 
attract  my  attention  at  the  various  stations. — B. 

Richmond.— Job  Brain,  sen.,  in  two  hours,  two  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  W.  Harper,  in  one  day,  181b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  not  done  much, 
and  there  were  very  few  out  on  their  only  available  day. 

Teddington.— B.  Stevens  has  been  among  the  jack,  and 
taken  seven  fish,  the  largest  51b.  . 

Hampton  Court.— William  Milbourne  writes:  “Owing 
to  the  heavy  rain  on  the  top  of  so  much  snow,  it  has  risen 
the  water  4ft.,  and  as  the  weirs  are  all  open,  it  will  take  at 
least  a  week  before  the  river  will  he  fishable. 

Upper  Thames.— The  sustained  thaw  has  set  free  an 
immensity  of  land  water,  and  in  consequence  of  the  hard¬ 
ness  of  the  ground,  every  drop  almost  finds  its  way  into 
the  river,  which,  in  consequence,  has  risen  within  the  past 
four  or  five  days  some  two  feet  in  height,  and  from  the 
reports  sent  to  me  by  lock-keepers  is  likely  to  keep  on 
“  mending.”  Fishing  is  now  quite  practicable,  and  in  next 
report  I  think  I  shall  have  to  record  the  capture  of  fish— 
a  pleasure  not  vouchsafed  to  me  for  the  past  eight  weeks. 
A  strong  westerly  wind  is  blowing,  and  not  the  slightest 
indication  of  a  renewal  of  frost.  Jack  and  perch  will  now 
feed  well,  and  those  anglers  who  intend  to  have  a  fling  at 
Father  Thames  before  the  end  of  the  season,  should  not 
delay  a  day.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— What  transformation  scenes  we 
have  been  subject'  to.  I  may  say  the  past  three  months  ! 
First  frost,  then  snow,  ice  and  thaw,  now  a  ramping  flood 
and  beautiful  mild  weather,  where  not  many  days  since  all 
was  mute  the  rooks  are  cawing,  the  thrush  singing,  only 
the  poor  fisherman  left  dejected.  Never  mind,  when  the 
flood  subsides  their  turn  will  come,  and  angling  will  be  the 
better  for  the  present  run.  The  river  will  take  some  days 
to  clear  down.  Very  thick. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Windsor).— The  river  here  is  very  high,  and 
at  time  of  writing  is  flowing  over  the  lower  part  of  that 
well-known  river  mark,  “the  Cobbler,”  near  Windsor 
Bridge.  A  few  enthusiasts  have  been  trying  the  roach, 
one  angler  securing  a  basket  of  thirteen  fish.  Mr.  H. 
Manning,  of  Windsor,  again  tried  the  jack  on  the  22nd 
inst.,  taking  a  trio  weighing  101b.  An  Avon  pike,  which 
was  caught  bv  Mr.  Polden,  of  Ringwood,  and  sent  on  to 
me,  was  greatly  admired  by  a  large  number  of  anglers 
who  saw  it— being  short,  deep,  and  beautifully  marked. 
This  push  of  water  was  much  needed,  and  when  it  clears 
there  will  be  some  good  sport.  The  recent  severe  weather 
has  played  sad  havoc  amongst  the  scaly  denizens  of  the 
ponds  in  Windsor  Great  Park.  In  the  course  of  a  ramble 
last  Sunday  afternoon  I  came  across  a  pond  (“Bear’s 
Rails  ”)  which  still  had  over  6in.  of  ice  on  it,  enabling  me 
with  impunity  to  walk  over  it.  I  was  sorry  to  see  the 
destruction  wrought,  there  being  considerably  over  two 
hundred  dead  carp,  ranging  from  Jib.  to  about  31b.,  many 
being  firmly  frozen  into  the  ice.  Strange  to  say  in  this 
pond  all  the  fish  were  carp,  but  in  others  the  roach  and 
perch  have  suffered  very  much.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— The  weather  has  now  come  in 
mild  and  spring-like,  and  the  ice  on  rivers  and  pools  is  fast 
disappearing,  but  the  temperature  of  water  will,  owing  to 
melting  ice  and  snow,  he  very  low  for  some  time  to  come. 
When  this  is  the  case  fish  do  not,  as  a  rule,  feed  well,  but 
after  the  prolonged  frost  they  should  at  least  he  very 
hungry.  In  some  districts  they  will  soon  begin  to  think  of 
tront  fishing.  Hereabouts  the  spawning  has  been  ex¬ 
ceptionally  late,  and  I  actually  took  ten  thousand  trout 
eggs  yesterday,  and  handled  three  females  that  will  not 
spawn  for  another  fortnight.  Those  are  about  the  latest  I 
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ever  knew  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  delivery  of  early 
fry  will  commence  this  week  at  the  Manor  Fishery.— 
Thomas  Ford. 

Bolton.— In  Bolton  the  thaw  lias  been  very  heartily 
welcomed,  judging  by  the  number  of  local  anglers  who 
are  putting  things  in  order,  expecting  soon  to  resume  their 
favourite  sport.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Bolton  District 
Anglers'  Association  for  1891,  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
January  21st,  1891.  when  delegates  were  present  represent¬ 
ing  upwards-  of  560  local  anglers.  It  was  reported  that  a 
statement  was  being  published  that  the  Bolton  District 
were  returning  to  the  Manchester  District.  To  this  an 
emphatic  denial  was  given  by  all  present,  and  much  dis¬ 
gust  and  chagrin  was  expressed  that  such  reports  had  got 
abroad.  The  district  association  is  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition,  and  never  more  prosperous  than"  at  present. 
Although  situate  in  a  very  busy  town,  it  already  contains 
two  large  reservoirs  of  its  own,  which  were  restocked  last 
year  with  from  twelve  ito  fifteen  thousand  fish,  mainly 
roach,  chub,  bream,  and  perch.  The  district  council  have 
also  entered  into  an  .agreement  with  the  Fly-fishers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  the  same  town,  whereby  they  have  the  right  to 
fish  in  five  large  reservoirs,  which  are  annually  stocked 
with  trout  and  good  perch.  The  permission  for  Lancaster 
Canal  has  been  renewed  for  the  year  1891,  where  it  is 
expected  the  annual  match  will  be  fished.  Bolton  is  also 
a  local  centre  for  the  Northern  Anglers’ Association,  and  at 
their  meeting,  on  Tuesday  last,  appointed  their  popular 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bedford,  as  representative  on  the 
general  council  of  that  body.  The  cheap  railway  travel¬ 
ling  cards  for  Bolton  have  this  year  been  procured  through 
the  Northern  Anglers’,  in  which  body  the  district  place 
great  confidence,  believing  that  if  concessions  and  privi¬ 
leges  for  fishing  are  to  be  got,  it  is  to  this  association  they 
must  look.— Boltonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries — Weather  mild  and  damp, 
snow  broth  in  the  river  which  will  probably  be  cleared  by 
February  2,  when  trout  come  on.  Nothing  being  attempted 
so  far. — I),  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Though  we  have 
had  no  return  of  the  frost  worth  naming,  the  ice  moves 
away  but  very  slowly  from  the  drains  and  dead  water  of 
the  district,  a  proof  that  the  water  is  still  very  cold.  Anglers 
are  having  to  wait  patiently  for  their  opportunity,  but 
probably  by  the  end  of  this  week  there  may  be  some  chance 
of  getting  amongst  the  fish  again.  In  many  places,  how¬ 
ever,  they  will  find  either  ice  remaining,  or  the  water  still 
too  cold  to  allow  of  the  fish  gaining  a  state  of  liveliness 
which  would  afford  anglers  a  chance  of  catching  them. 
Probably  pike  and  perch  will  be  the  more  susceptible  of 
furnishing  sport,  and  chub  also  maybe  got  from  the  deeper 
places.  There  is  very  little  hope  of  getting  roach  yet ;  still 
they  might  be  tried  for  by  fishing  close  to  the  bottom  with 
bread  paste.  There  are  plenty  of  eels  about  in  most  of  the 
drains,  and  large  numbers  have  been  caught  during  the 
frost  and  sent  to  adjacent  markets. — Limpet. 

Hickling  Broad  (Norfolk). — The  long  continuance  of 
the  frost  is  reported  to  have  played  sad  havoc  amongst  the 
fish  in  this  well-known  angling  resort.  A  few  days  ago  a 
singular  spectacle  was  to  be  witnessed  there,  when  a  large 
quantity  of  roach,  eels,  and  other  coarse  fish  were  found 
dead  in  the  water  and  on  the  shore.  It  seems  that  the 
local  people  had  not  thought  of  breaking  the  ice,  and  hence 
the  lamentable  destruction  of  fish  ;  for  it  is  said  that  there 
must  have  been  many  stones  weight  of  them  lying  about 
dead.  It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however,  that  at  Kendal  Pyke, 
on  the  river  Yare,  at  Cantly,  and  again  at  Heigham  Sounds 
(the  haunt  of  Master  Pike  and  Rudd),  measures  were  taken 
to  obtain  air  for  the  fish  and  with  very  satisfactory  results. 
— Goosequill. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — No  very  marked  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  angling  prospects  of  the  past  week. 
The  majority  of  the  streams  are  open  for  fishing,  but  the 
drains  according  to  last  advices  were  largely  covered  with 
ice  sheets,  though  here  and  there  it  was  ‘melting  away 
slowly.  The  ice  is  still  on  the  surf  ace  of  some  of  the  lakes 
and  ponds,  and  apparently  will  take  some  shifting,  unless 
temperature  rises  pretty  considerably.  Mild  winds  are 
blowing,  but  the  rain  showers  are  very  cold,  and  some¬ 
times  contain  snow.  Chub  and  grayling  are  to  be  got  hold 
of  no  doubt  from  the  waters  above  Retford,  and  doubtless 
roach  might  be  got  from  the  river,  but  they  would  have  to 
be  carefully  fished  for.  In  the  case  of  grayling,  I  should 
fancy  brandling  worm  as  the  most  telling  bait.  Trout 
fishing  may  commence  next  week,  but  I  don’t  think  any¬ 
one  will  try  for  them  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  yet.— L. 

Lea. — It  almost  seems  like  commencing  another  fishing 
season  after  the  long  spell  of  very  hard  weather  which  for 
such  a  long  time  has  entirely  put  a  stop  to  all  angling  oper¬ 
ations.  I  may  now,  however,  congratulate  my  brother 
fishermen  on  the  present  favourable  state  of  the  river ; 
every  vestige  of  frost  and  snow  has  disappeared  and  the 
water  is  in  capital  condition  ;  the  continuous  rain  of  the 
last  twenty -four  hours  is  sure  to  be  beneficial  in  bringing 
down  a  slight  flush  of  rain  water,  which  will  put  almost  all 
kinds  of  fish  well  on  the  feed.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  I 
have  not  heard  of  much  having  been  done,  as  there  have 
not  been  many  fishermen  out,  but  all  I  have  heard  of,  who 
have  tried  their  luck,  have  met  .with  moderate  success ; 
there  is  nothing  special  to  record,  only  a  few  decent  takes 
of  roach  and  a  few  perch  and  jack  ;  the  latter  are  some¬ 
what  difficult  to  find,  owing  I  think  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  sure  to  be  roving  about  in  search  of  food  ;  however, 
there  are  plenty  of  them  of  all  sizes  in  the  river,  and  a  nice 
lively  dace  or  small  roach  would  prove  an  irresistible  mor¬ 
sel  ;  live  bait  will  now  be  more  easy  to  procure,  but  if  not 
obtainable,  spinning  an  artificial  substitute  or  spoon  bait 
should  be  productive  of  good  results.  One  cannot  have  it 
always  as  we  wish,  and  the  jack  that  have  been  taken  have 
not  been  in  the  best  condition  although  feeding  somewhat 
ravenously ;  they  wall  howTever  very  quickly  regain  con¬ 
dition,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  during  next  month  some  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good  specimens  will  be  captured ;  considering 
the  very  cola  time  we  have  had,  it  is  not  likely  that  they 
will  be  so  far  advanced  towards  spawning  operations  as 
they  generally  are  at  the  end  of  February;  roach  and  perch 
will  be  affected  in  a  similar  manner,  although  the  latter  fish 
I  consider  to  be  very  erratic  as  to  the  spawning  time.  I 
have  seen  specimens  full  of  ova  in  October,  and  others  with¬ 
out  a  sign  in  May ;  my  opinion  is  that  most  kinds  of  fish 
vary  more  in  their  seasons  than  they  are  generally  supposed 
to  do.  Thursday  evening :  Water  still  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition  and  weather  soft  and  mild.— Spliced  Joint. 

Loddon  (Earley).— After  a  wonderful  thaw  and  very 
mild  south-west  wind  the  river  is  quite  free  from  ice,  and 
the  water  in  capital  condition.  Anglers  should  make  the 
most  of  the  time,  as  good  sport  ought  to  be  had.  I  .hope  to 
report  some  good  takes  next  week.— J.  R.  Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  high  and  coloured,  and  contain  a  quantity 
of  snow  broth.  The  weather  has  changed.  A  wet  and 
-heavy  rain  has  been  had,  the  snow  quickly  disappeared  and 


is  running  quickly  out  of  the  rivers.  Fishing  has  been  very- 
quiet,  no  anglers  having  been  out,  and  sport  will  be  dull 
until  the  water  goes  down  again.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured. 
No  fishing  done  in  it.—  Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
three-parts  full  of  melted  snow  ;  there  will  be  no  fishing 
for  some  time,  possibly  not  before  the  trout  season  opens— 
the  beginning  of  March.  Weather  mild,  with  a  little  rain 
most  days.  — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— For  the  last  few  weeks  nothing 
has  been  done  as  regards  fishing.  Everywhere  has  been 
covered  with  ice  and  followed  with  a  flood,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  the  water  has  got  to  its  general  height ;  and  it 
is  expected  that  fishing  will  be  in  operation  in  a  few  days, 
providing  we  don’t  get  any  more  water  to  cause  a  flush ; 
and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  what  sport  will  be  very 
good  after  the  frost  and  flood,  and  our  locals  are  looking 
forward  with  good  prospects,  and  no  time  will  be  lost  in 
looking  after  them.— H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.— Trout  Fishing.— I  am  glad  to  say  that 
one  of  the  associations  have  opened  their  eyes  with  regard 
to  re-stocking  and  infusing  fresh  blood  into  the  rivers. 
Within  the  last  few  weeks  a  splendid  lot  of  trout  from 
other  waters  have  been  placed  in  the  Dart.  They  were  in 
fine  condition,  and  averaged  about  five  or  six  inches  in 
length  ;  therefore  this  coming  season  I  shall  have  pleasure 
in  recommending  the  fishermen  to  take  tickets  from  the 
Dart  Fishing  Association.  No  doubt,  now  that  this  dis¬ 
trict  has  been  re-stocked,  other  associations  in  our  neigh¬ 
bourhood  will  see  the  advisability  of  doing  the  same,  so  as 
to  give  the  fishermen  some  sport  for  their  money,  instead 
of  piling  up  a  big  balance  in  the  bank,  which  is  of  no  bene¬ 
fit  to  those  who  support  the  fishery.  The  higher  waters  of 
all  the  rivers  are  full  of  salmon  in  the  operation  of  spawn¬ 
ing  ;  so  if  the  kelts  are  got  rid  of  after  their  work  is  done 
the  rivers  ought  to  get  in  good  condition. — William 
Hearder. 

Scarborough.  —  Sea  Fishing.— We  have  had  a  very 
agreeable  change  in  the  weather,  and  the  wind  is  now  in 
the  south-west.  Our  pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  billets,  which  are  now  in  excellent  condition  and  run 
large,  several  having  been  taken  during  the  past  few  days, 
up  to  81b.  and  101b.  each,  also  some  good  cod  up  to  about 
the  same  weight.  Flat  fish  are  very  scarce  just  now. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  great  frost  has  gone  and  in 
its  place  we  have  had  some  very  depressing  and  dismal 
weather,  rain  falling  almost  daiiy.  Every  vestige  of  ice 
has  been  swept  from  the  river  banks  and  the  river  itself 
has  been  high  and  swollen,  so  that  fishing  has  been  out  of 
the  question.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  flood  will  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  some  good  fish  up  stream.— Pise ator. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— The  almanac  tells  me  Monday 
is  the  2nd  of  February,  and  fishermen  will  be  on  the  look 
out  for  some  good  fishing.  The  rivers  are  very  full  of 
water,  but  I  cannot  yet  speak  of  the  quantity  of  fish.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  dead  ones  picked  up  over  meadows, 
where  the  water  is  turned  on  usually  through  the  spring, 
and  I  trust  the  fear  of  their  spawn  being  destroyed  by  the 
extreme  frost  is  only  a  surmise.  Should  the  rivers  fine 
down,  there  are  many  ardent  fishermen  who  will  be  about 
either  with  the  worm  or  fly.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  weather  has  broken  at  last  and 
the  frost  and  snow  have  disappeared;  heavy  rain  has  fallen 
during  the  week  and  has  made  the  rivers  rise  bank  full  and 
coloured.  There  is  a  quantity  of  snow-water  in  the  river, 
but  it  is  quickly  disappearing,  and  if  the  weather  will  hold 
fine,  by  the  end  of  the  week  sport  should  be  had  with  the 
worm.  During  the  beginning  of  the  week,  the  sun  has 
shone  brightly  and  one  of  the  anglers  ventured  out,  but 
sport  was  very  dull.  The  Corve,  Clun.  Ony  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  running  coloured  and  high,  and  both  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  has  now  risen, 
and  is  bank  full  and  muddy.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily  in  this 
district  and  the  snow  and  frost  have  disappeared.  Angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  weather.  During  the 
day  the  sun  has  been  out  and  the  snow  is  quickly  running 
out  of  the  river ;  by  the  end  of  the  week  bottom  fishing 
should  be  successful.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  couloured. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — Trout  fishing  begins  next 
week,  or  as  soon  as  the  river  gets  in  order.  It  is  in  flood  at 
present.  Weather  mild,  with  plenty  of  rain  ;  this  will  take 
back  lots  of  salmon  and  peal  that  spawned  early,  and  bring 
up  some  fresh  fish.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark).— For  nearly  eight  weeks  of  the  cream 
of  the  season  pike  fishing  has  been  a  sealed  book  in  Newark 
district,  and  ere  the  Trent  runs  into  condition  some  of  our 
local  waters  will  be  closed,  for  the  31st  inst.  terminates  the 
season  in  the  Rolleston  length.  Roach  and  dace  might  be 
taken  in  the  slacks  and  levies  with  white  paste  and  cock- 
spur  worms,  but  anglers  have  not  as  yet  taken  kindly  to 
the  craft  since  the  severe  weather.  The  Newark  Pisca¬ 
torial  H alf- Yearly  Clu  b  closed  on  Wednesday  last,  and  save 
roach,  the  premier  prize-takers  are  all  good  specimens — 
namely,  barbel,  Mr.  D.  Slater,  71b.  2joz. ;  chub,  Mr.  W. 
Baguley,  31b.  9oz.  ;  bream,  Mr.  T.  Simman,  31b.  5oz.  ;  roach, 
Mr.  W.  Morley,  Alb.  4Aoz. ;  dace,  Mr.  R.  Dale,  lOoz.  5  shots  ; 
bleak,  Mr.  J.  Molley,  2oz.  7  shots. — Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham). — Anglers  are  more  hopeful,  and 
they  have  reason  to  feel  so,  seeing  that  the  frost  has,  at 
length,  entirely  disappeared.  The  thaw  brought  down  a 
heavy  volume  of  flood  water,  which,  however,  has  not 
lasted  very  long.  Fishermen  were  out  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  and  on  the  former  day  chub  were  killed  at 
Wilford,  not  only  with  bread  paste,  but  with  the  cockspur; 
big  worms  are,  so  far,  very  difficult  to  obtain.  Dace  were 
biting  freely.  at  the  maggot  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and 
sport  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  character  was  met  with  at 
Barton  and  Trent  Lock.  I  regret  to  add  that  when  the 
river  was  bank  full  large  quantities  of  big  bream  fell  a 
prey  to  the  drag  nets  of  the  poachers  in  one  of  the  private 
reaches  close  to  the  town.  The  cleach  nets  were  also  at 
work  in  Sneinton  meadow  on  Monday  night.  We  cannot, 
however,  expect  to  amend  matters  until  we  have  a  quali¬ 
fied  water-bailiff  stationed  here.  On  Wednesday  small 
fish  were  again  biting  well  at  the  cockspur  and  maggot.— 
The  Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Wharfe.— The  frost  and  sno  w  ha  ve  at  length  disappeared, 
and  there  will  be  a  chance  for  the  pike  and  grayling  fishers 
at  last ;  most  of  the  snow  broth  has  cleared  away,  so  that 
prospects  are  better  now  than  for  some  time  past. — F.  M. 
Walbran. 

Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln). — Sport  is  on  the  improvement 
all  l-ound :  but  as  yet  very  little  is  being  done  among 
the  fish.  The  dead  waters  do  not  get  quit  altogether  of 
their  ice-covering,  and  though  the  streams  are  free,  the 
water  must  be  very  cold,  and  the  fish  consequently  in  the 
sheltered  places  and  disinclined  for  open  feeding.  I  hear 
anglers  have  but  a  poor  opinion  of  either  the  Witham  or 
the  Fossdvke,  and  would  rather  try  the  Forksey,  which  is 
now  free  from  ice.  Probably  roach  may  be  got  from  the 


slacks  of  that  river  with  fair  success ;  but  altogether  pro¬ 
spects  are  not  vet  very  reassuring. — Luci. 

Wyrc  and  Brock  (Lancashire).— A  welcome  thaw  has 
come,  and  these  streams  are  now  clear  of  ice.  Some  good 
pike  will,  therefore,  be  probably  killed  in  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  \V yre  as  soon  as  the  water  is  clear  enough.  The 
Angling  Association  intend  to  put  their  yearling  trout  in 
the  river  on  Saturday,  the  31st  inst.,  and  are  trying  500 
fontinalis,  which  they  think  may  thrive  in  the  length  of 
deep  water  above  Garstang.  In  your  last  Saturday’s  issue 
I  notice  that  you  say  the  fish  are  to  be  supplied  from  the 
Queensdale  Fish  Hatchery.  This  should  have  read 
“  Lunesdale  Fish  Hatchery,’  it  being  the  new  hatchery  at 
Halton,  near  Lancaster,  where  I  am  glad  to  say  the  pro¬ 
prietors  have  a  good  supply  of  large-sized  and  very  healthy 
yearling  trout,  some  of  which  I  hope  to  see  again  in  a  year 
or  two,  when  they  have  been  taken  with  rod  and  line  out 
of  something  larger  than  this  fish  pond,  in  which  up  to 
now  they  have  lived.  This  fish  hatchery  will  be  a  decided 
advantage  to  associations  and  others  who  wish  to  stock 
ponds  or  rivers  in  Lancashire,  and  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
ties,  as  the  carriage  of  the  fish  will  be  so  much  less.  The 
carriage  of  fish  from  Scotland  is  almost  half  as  much  as  the 
cost  of  the  fish,  and  this  fact  has,  no  doubt,  deterred  many 
from  buying  who  otherwise  would  have  done  so.— 
Prestonian. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  has  been  in  flood  for  the  past 
week,  and  nearly  overflowing  its  banks  occasionally.  The 
angler  will  be  jubilant  with  this  incessant  rain,  as  the 
springs  will  be  greatly  revived,  and  the  river  kept  up  in 
good  fishing  order.  Plenty  of  water  at  this  period  of  the 
year  is  very  essential  for  cleaning  and  feeding  trout  after 
the  spawning  season.— T. 


Scotoh,  Esports. 


Border  Esk.— Since  the  flood  which  followed  the  heavy 
rain  of  last  week,  the  Esk  has  been  in  capital  condition 
and  sport  has  improved  in  an  almost  unexpected  manner. 
A  splendid  run  of  salmon  has  been  the  result  of  the  down¬ 
pour,  and  these  fish  are  now  plentiful  both  in  the  upper 
and  lower  reaches.  In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  McPher¬ 
son  (San  Francisco)  had  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  several  whit- 
ing  and  trout  in  Tommy’s  Pool.  At  another  fishing,  Mr. 
•^,c?^erson.  ca\H?ht  a  grilse,  Bib.,  and  a  good  basket  of 
whiting  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  a  splendid 
creel  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Skipper’s  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Rae 
(Mumbie)  and  Mr.  T.  McLellan  had  each  good  takes  of  sea 
trout  and  whiting.  The  sport  in  the  Canonbie  water  has 
been  excellent  since  the  flood,  and  a  great  many  anglers 
have  been  out,  most  of  them  steering  for  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools.  Mr.  T.  Jameson  (Westerhall)  landed  a 
salmon,  221b„  from  the  Cauldron  Pool ;  Mr.  William  Arm¬ 
strong,  one  of  151b.  from  the  same  pool.  While  in  the 
Willow  Pool,  Mr.  Jameson  caught  a  salmon,  181b.;  Mr. 
Todd  (Carlisle),  a  salmon,  181b. ;  and  Mr.  James  Graham 
(Crookhqlm),  asalmon  211b.,  in  the  same  stretch  of  water. 
Mr.  D  Edgar  (Rowanburn)  had  two  salmon,  81b.  and  271b., 
fj'p'n  the  Long  Pool ;  Mr.  Catto  (Cross  Keys),  a  grilse  of 
61b.  from  the  Red  Lynn  Pool ;  and  Mr.  William  Dickson 
(Slackhead),  a  saliuon,  191b.,  from  Jock’s  Pool.  Fair  baskets 
of  trout  and  whiting  have  been  got  by  Messrs.  Davidson 
(Byreburnfoot),  Win.  Ridal,  D.  Little.  J.  Ashcroft,  W. 
Armstrong,  Jas.  Park  (Chicago),  and  T.  White  (Edinburgh). 
Good  sport  may  now  be  confidently  anticipated  till  the  close 
season,  as  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  in 
addition  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  plentiful  supply  of 
water  tor  some  time  to  come.  The  Liddle,  although  not 
yielding  so  much  sport  as  the  Esk,  is  in  good  condition,  and 
Spoa  hauls  of  trout  and  whiting  continue  to  be  made,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  lower  reaches. — G. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — On  Wednesday  week  the  bulk 
of  the  bcotch  rivers  will  again  be  thrown  open  for  the 
season.  Till  the  other  day  the  prospects  have  all  along 
been  of  a  very  indifferent  order,  but  now  a  very  welcome 
flood  has  come  away,  the  second  since  the  advent  of  the 
N  ew  5  ear,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the  present  fine  open 
weather  a  good  head  of  fish  will  have  entered  the  river,  as 
they  have  been  observed  congregating  on  the  coast  and 
tideway  in  increasing  numbers  since  Christmas.  A  full 
note'.of  the  prospects  for  the  opening  will  be  sent  next  week, 
— Deesider. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Stormy  weather  prevailed 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and  angling 
during 'most  days  was  impossible.  On  the  21st severe  frost 
prevailed,  and  great  masses  of  floating  snow  and  ice  were 
coming  down  the  river,  and  no  anglers  went  out.  The  22nd 
was  quite  as  bad.  During  the  night  of  Friday,  the  23rd,  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow  took  place,  but  the  day  was  clear,  and 
three:  anglers  went  out,  but  no  success  rewarded  their 
efforts.  On  the  24th  another  attempt  was  made  by  three 
anglers,  but  floating  ice  and  snow  again  interfered,  and 
again  all  were  blank.  On  the  26th  a  rapid  thaw  set  in,  and 
next  day  the  river  was  in  high  flood  and  no  fishing  was 
attempted.  On  the  27th  the  river  had  considerably  fallen, 
and  the  prospects  were  good  ;  five  anglers  went  out,  but  the 
only  fish  got  was  one  of  91b.  on  No.  1,  got  by  a  local  angler. 
W ednesday  was  still  a  better  fishing  day,  and  four  anglers 
went  out,  but  up  to  post  time  I  have  got  no  news.  The 
total  number  of  salmon  got  to  this  date  is  only  eight. — S.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  hotel  water, 
Friday,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Bantaskin,  salmon,  201b.  ; 
Saturday,  one  salmon,  191b.  Last  three  days  loch  has  risen 
very  high  ;  after  this  the  fishing  should  be  good. — Knight. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.) — The  stormy  nature  of  the 
weather  has  rendered  angling  all  but  impossible  since  the 
opening  of  the  season.  Frost  and  snow  prevailed  with  more 
or  less  severity  until  Saturday  last,  when  a  thaw  set  in. 
Rain  fell  on  Sunday  night,  and  on  Monday  the  river  was 
in  heavy  spate.  There  was,  however,  every  appearance  of 
a  change  for  the  better.  Unclean  fish  appear  to  be  rather 
numerous,  as  on  the  opening  day  of  the  season  it  is  said 
that  Mr.  Tom  Scott,  Rhefail,  landed  five  kelts  ;  on  a  subse¬ 
quent  occasion  he  secured  a  clean  fish.  On  Monday,  last 
week,  Mr.  Dennison,  fishing  from  Bettyhill  Hotel,  got  six¬ 
teen  kelts,  one  clean  fish,  and  a  sea  trout.  Owing  to  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  weather  and  water  the  rest  of 
the  week  was  blank,  but  better  sport  is  now  looked  forward 
to.— W.  T.  B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Great  Run  ok  Salmon  in  the 
Solway.— This  morning  an  immense  number  of  salmon 
were  ascending  the  Annan.  Since  Sunday  the  river  has 
been  running  in  flood,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  melting  of 
the  snow  on  the  hills  of  Upper  Annandale.  As  soon 
as  the  water  began  to  colour  with  the  flood  salmon 
were  noticed  to  be  making  the  river  and  ascending 
the  cauls  at  Annan  and  Brydekirk.  The  run  has  con¬ 
tinued  until  this  morning,  when  the  fish  literally  swarmed 
in  scores  over  the  salmon  pass  at  Annan  Bridge.  In 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman  living  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  this  extraordinary  late  run  of  autumn  breeding 
fish  is  unprecedented  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Many 
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the  salmon  were  very  handsome  fish.  One  at  least  was 
computed  by  those  who  saw  it,  and  capable  of  iudging 
weights  of  nsh,  to  weigh  over  501b.  A  grand  view  was 
had  of  the  salmon  as  they  mounted  the  pass.  Notwith¬ 
standing  that  the  water  was  icy  cold  and  full  of  melted 
snow,  tne  hsn  seemed  to  revel  in  mirth  as  they  lashed  the 
water  into  foam  with  their  tails  when  they  crowded  over 
the  shallows  and  up  the  pass.  W  hile  the  greater  percentage 
ot  the  tish  were  to  all  appearance  breeding  salmon 
many  were  undoubtedly  new  spring  fish,  of  weights 
running  on  an  average  of  71b.  or  81b.  each,  it  is 
fortunate  for  all  the  feolway  rivers  that  the  salmon 
have  had  a  free  passage  to  the  upper  reaches  and  tribu¬ 
taries,  as  by  the  lOth  of  the  incoming  month  the  forty 
vhemmel  boats,  licensed  by  the  Eden  r  ishery  Hoard,  will 
be  sweeping  the  firth  and  its  narrow  channel  with  miles 
oyer  nines  of  hang  nets,  and  it  may  be  safely  stated  that 
exceedingly  tew  ot  the  salmon  would  have  escaped  the 
meshes  oi  tnese  deadly  nets.  Many  anglers  are  now  asking 
themselves  this  question:  “When  will  those  lish  make 
their  return  journey  to  the  sea  f  Anglers  in  the  district 
are  happy  to  think  tnat  the  lish  will  have  a  free  descent,  as 
there  will  be  no  draught  nets  in  the  river  this  year.  The 
riparian  proprietors  and  others  interested  in  angling  have 
enterea  into  terms  for  the  exclusion  of  all  nets  from  the 
river.  P  rom  reports  ail  along  the  river  there  appears  to  be 
little  disease  among  the  spawned  fish  on  the  redds  this 
season.— Heatherbell. 

spey  (Ivnaaio).  bo  far  we  have  been  visited  by  none  of 
.  spates  which  usually  prove  so  destructive  to  the 

redds  in  these  parts,  and  spawning  has  proceeded  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  ft  will  be  interesting 
to  watch  if  any  appreciable  improvement  in  sport  will 
follow.  The  prospects  for  the  opening  day  on  the  11th 
pi  ox.  are  considered  excellent.  Finnock  are  reported 
abundant,  and  it  is  expected  the  steady  high  water  of  the 
past  fortnight  will  have  purged  these  parts  of  a  good  pro¬ 
portion  of  uelts — a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  hoped  for. 
W  ith  respect  to  the  voluminous  discussions  in  the  Scot s- 
man  and  other  northern  journals  upon  the  cause  of  the 
deterioration  of  the  fepey  as  a  salmon  river,  the  universal 
opinion  here  is  that  the  one  and  sufficient  reason  for  the 
failing  oft  is  the  excessive  cobble  fishing  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  (Gordon  on  the  low  reaches  of  the  river. 
The  •'Sunday’s  fish”  from  the  sea  reach  the  Orton  water 
m  time  to  be  scooped  up  well-nigh  to  a  fin  by  the  duke's 
fishers  ou  Monday  morning. — Strathspey. 

Thurso.— The  snow-storm  and  severe  drifting  of  Tues¬ 
day  last  gorged  up  the  river  to  such  an  extent  that  only  the 
rapid  running  pools  were  left  open.  Hard  frost  on  Wednes¬ 
day  congealed  the  mass,  and  angling  was  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  A  change  took  place  on  bunaay,  and  by  Monday 
mid-day  most  of  the  snow  was  melted,  the  river  in  high 
flood,  and  ail  the  ice  gone.  To-day  (Tuesday)  the  water  is 
a  good  colour,  and  a  likely  spate  to  let  fish  come  up  from 
the  sea.  The  river  is  failing  very  slow,  owing  to  the  amount 
of  snow  on  the  hills,  and  snould  the  thaw  continue  it  can¬ 
not  be  in  good  fishing  height  before  Thursday  or  Friday. 
The  ice  has  done  some  damage  by  ploughing  up  the  salmon 
redds,  and  in  many  places  has  thrown  the  gravel  high  on 
the  banks.  It  is  remarkable  how  few  kelts  came  to  grief 
in  the  melee.  Mr.  Brown,  purveyor  to  the  anglers  at  Brawl 
Castle,  arriv  ed  to-night  to  prepare  for  the  first  arrivals,  who 
are  expected  on  Saturday. — A.  H. 

Tweed.— The  close-time  for  salmon  closes  with  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  present  week,  therefore  the  devotees  of 
Old  fzaac  will  have  an  opportunity,  on  Monday,  should 
the  conditions  prove  favourable,  ot  again  resuming  their 
operations  in  the  gentle  art.  The  prospects  at  present  are 
fairly  good.  It  is  well  known  that  a  good  few  fish  were  in 
the  river  a  fortnight  ago,  and  as  we  were  favoured  with  a 
tiVe-foot  flood  on  Tuesday,  caused  by  heavy  rains  and 
westerly  winds,  this  opportune  rise  will  have  afforded  a 
splendid  opportunity  or  clean  lish  ascending  from  the  sea 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  to  the  upper  reaches.  The 
fungoid  disease  has  not  been  very  severe  during  the  winter, 
at  feast  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jielso,  and  altnough  a  few 
fish  are  to  be  seen  now  and  again  tainted  with  it,  still  on 
the  whole  it  would  seem  to  be  somewhat  less  virulent  than 
previously.  The  weather  to-day  is  showery,  with  the  wind 
in  the  west,  and  the  barometer  going  back,  while  the  river 
is  now  running  at  about  ‘Jib.  above  its  normal  level,  the 
colour  being  oi  a  light  brown,  and  should  the  weather  con¬ 
tinue  fresh,  as  it  now  is,  with  no  more  rain,  a  most  favour¬ 
able  opening  day  will  be  vouchsafed  the  angler  on 
Monday  next.— Maxwheel. 


Irish,  Beports. 


Moy  and  x>akes  (Ballina).— Angling  opens  here  for 
salmon  and  trout  on  Feb.  1.  So  far  the  prospects  are  good. 
Many  clean  tish  are  to  be  seen  sporting  about  between  the 
upper  bridge  and  the  weirs,  'the  weather  is  mild,  and 
should  no  more  rain  fall  the  water  will  be  in  tip  top  condi¬ 
tion  during  next  week.  The  spawning  season  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  was  most  favourable  ;  all  the  tributaries  to  lake  and 
river  were  well  stocked  with  parent  flsh,  and  I  never 
heard  of  less  poaching  attempted.  Indeed  it  could  not  be 
otherwise,  for  the  staff  of  watchers  distributed  over  the 
spawning  grounds  were  largee— narly  four  hundred  men, 
with  a  flying  column  of  twenty  men,  ready  to  be  broken 
up  into  batches  of  four  and  five,  and  sent  on  to  wherever  a 
weak  point  was  threatened.— Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  hough  Derg — Fishing  (salmon  and 
trout)  opens  here  on  I  eo.  1.  The  winter  floods  have  now 
subsided.  For  many  years  past  there  has  not  been  such 
^  a^er  *01’  Ashing  at  the  opening  season  as  the  present. 
The  fishermen,  bailiffs,  &e.,  say  that  this  has  been  a  most 
successful  spawning  season  in  this  district.  The  frost 
which  prevailed  last  month  was  not  severe  here  it  being  a 
white  frost ;  no  part  of  the  river  or  lake,  or  even  the  canal 
was  frozen,  except  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  the 
Tipperary  side  of  the  river,  which  was  dammed  in,  and 
afforded  some  sport  for  skaters  for  two  or  three  days  The 
weather  here  now  is  at  times  bright  and  sunny,  with  sud¬ 
den  changes  to  cloudy,  wet,  but  not  cold  weather.— P.  M. 

CxRACE. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— As  I  anticipated,  the  salmon 
are  now  running  up  pretty  freely.  Twenty  were  taken 
during  the  last  weekly  season  at  the  weir,  and  since  then 
they  have  been  seen  to  ascend  in  good  numbers.  The  rod- 
fishing  opens  on  the  1st  prox.,  when  at  least  nine  boats 
will  be  out  on  Waterville  Hake.— T.  J.  Denneby. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  <£c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  ”  Semi- Waders, 
the  “  Test  ”  Brogues,  the  improved  “  Bucklaud  "  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
ovp.  i  •  i-i.  eir  busy  season  is  on. 


MIDLAND  ANGLING  NEWS. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  week  the  first  meeting  of  Severn 
Fishery  Board  was  held  at  Birmingham,  and  was 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  attended  that  has  been 
held  for  a  long  time.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Queen’s  Hotel,  and  I  hope  the  city  authorities 
will  be  a  little  more  courteous  to  the  Board  at 
their  next  meeting,  and  allow  them  to  hold  it  at 
our  municipal  chambers.  The  city  authorities 
were  written  to  upon  this  occasion,  but  refused 
permission  for  the  Board  to  meet  at  any  of  the 
municipal  buildings,  a  matter  that  the  chairman 
(T.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Esq.)  did  not  pass  unnoticed. 
From  the  nature  of  the  business  transacted  it  will  be  seen 
that  our  great  associations,  the  Provincial  and  Birming¬ 
ham,  and  ,it  appears  that  our  claims  are  not  much  longer 
to  be  ov  erlooked.  ihe  chairman  made  a  strong  point  in 
the  matter  respecting  the  better  preservation 
ot  the  river  Avon.  He  pointed  out  in  his  remarks  that  an 
association  such  as  was  decided  upon  by  the  midland  clubs 
some  tune  ago  was  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the  Avon 
and  its  tributaries  in  Gloucestershire  and  Worcestershire 
were  in  the  Severn  district,  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
nv  er  were  not  in  any  district.  The  Severn  Board  applied 
some  years  ago  to  include  the  Avon  in  the  Severn  district, 
but  this  was  opposed  by  the  landowners,  &c.  I  am  now 
informed  from  the  most  reliable  source  that  several  im- 
poi  tant  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Board  intend  taking 
the  matter  in  hand  again,  and  that  eventually  the  Severn 
T  ishery  Board  will  have  extended  powers  over  the  Avon. 
H1®  Board  ot  1  rade  will  be  appealed  to,  and  one  of  Her 
Majesty  s  inspectors  will  be  sent  to  investigate  the  matter, 
ihe  Board  balance  showed  a  falling  oft  in  the  sale  of 
salmon  and  trout  licenses.  This  opened  up  a  long  dis- 
cussion,  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  something  should 
be  done  to  restock  the  river,  which  is  quite  time,  too,  and 
i  hope  the  poor  coarse  fishermen  will  not  be  overlooked  or 
forgotten  The  falling  off  in  the  sale  of  the  trout  licenses 
is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  coarse  fishing  is 
extremely  bad,  and  until  this  state  of  things  is  remedied 
the  Board  will  still  find  the  same  thing  exist,  and  I  must 
maintain  that  something  should  be  done  for  all  classes  of 
anglers  fishing  the  ^Severn.  The  question  of  permits  with 
the  trout  licenses  for  unsportsmanlike  persons  to  flsh  the 
coarse  flsh  during  the  close  season  was  dealt  with  by  the 
chairman  deciding  to  withhold  the  permits  in  certain 
districts  from  Shrewsbury  to  Kempsey.  They  will  be 
withheld  for  the  present  year  and  1892.  This  will  be  chiefly 
as  an  experiment  to  see  if  it  will  benefit  the  coarse  fishing, 
which  has  been  extraordinarily  bad  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Two  very  important  audits  have  just  taken  place 
during  the  past  week.  The  first  audit  was  in  connection 
with  .the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  the  balance- 
sheet  showing  that  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs 
existed,  and  tnat  all  the  lia  Dili  ties  had  been  disbursed,  and 
that  a  balance  of  near  upon  £25  remained  in  hand.  The 
audit  of  the  past  half  year’s  accoimt  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  also  satisfactory,  a 
balance  being  in  hand  of  £30  (is.  5d. 

On  the  25tn  instant  a  sacred  concert,  in  connection  with 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund,  was  given  at  the  Birming¬ 
ham  head-quarters.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  who 
listened  to  the  various  items  on  tne  programme  with  a 
great  amount  of  pleasure.  At  the  close  of  the  concert  a 
collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  funds,  when  £1  7s. 
was  collected,  and  handed  over  to  the  treasurer. 


FISHING  NOTES  PROM  IRELAND. 

[From  Our  Dublin  Correspondent.] 

In  Ireland  the  prospects  of  the  forthcoming 
angling  season  may  be  said  to  be  on  the  whole 
encouraging.  Trout  fishing  in  the  numerous 
rivers  around  Dublin  promises  to  be  a  success 
this  season,  the  Liffey  and  its  various  tribu¬ 
taries  being  stocked  to  abundance,  and  inquiries 
from  the  many  other  well-known  resorts  in  this 
district  elicit  the  same  reply,  “plenty  of  fish,” 
whilst  the  result  of  the  recent  experiment  of 
stocking  the  river  in  a  preserve  near  Lucan  is 
looked  forward  to  with  great  interest.  Of  the 
famous  Westmeath  Lakes  fisheries  report  speaks 
highly  as  regards  the  supply  and  condition  of  the  tish  so 
far  as  can  be  j  udged  at  present. 

One  or  two  early  salmon  rivers  are  already  open,  as  you 
are  aware,  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  as  it  has  not  been 
angling  weather  lately  little  can  be  said  concerning  them. 
A  remarkable  incident  occurred  the  other  morning  at  Cork, 
when  the  inspector  of  the  Cork  fisheries  seized  at  Glanmire 
fetation  four  hampers  of  salmon,  which  were  consigned 
and  addressed  to  a  certain  party  4  ‘  Kingsbridge  Terminus, 
Dublin.  To  be  called  for.”  On  examination  it  was  found 
the  hamper  contained  twenty-six  salmon,  all  in  splendid 
condition,  and  the  seizure  was  made  in  consequence  of  this 
being  the  close  season,  whilst  the  authorities  have  reason 
to  suppose  they  were  taken  in  the  estuary  of  the  Lee  on 
Saturday  night  last.  Angling  clubs  are  already  bestirring 
themselves,  although  the  time  for  action  is  a  little  distant 
yet.  The  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland  will  hold  a  general 
meeting  of  its  members  at  the  Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  on 
this  (Wednesday)  night,  when  the  prospectus  of  the  Lough 
Mask  and  Corrib  Association  will  be  brought  up  for  con¬ 
sideration.  The  association,  it  appears,  propose  to  abolish 
cross  line  fishing,  and  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  West¬ 
moreland  Lakes  Association.  The  hon.  secretary  points  to 
an  estimate  by  a  competent  authority  in  the  Manchester 
Guardian  of  21st  inst.,  that  the  benefit  to  accrue  to  the 
W estmoreland  Lakes  District  from  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  of  fishing  at  £10,000  per  annum.  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib  offer  afar  wider  scope. 

The  First  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland’s  dinner  of  this  season 
will  take  place  on  this  (Wednesday)  night. 

Even  in  Ireland  we  are  not  without  strikes;  but  until 
recently  it  might  have  been  a  stretch  of  imagination  that 
fishermen  would  join  the  fray.  However,  such  is  the  case, 
and  in  Dublin  here,  too.  Early  in  the  week  a  number  of 
fishermen  employed  by  Kingsend  trawl  owners  struck  work 
because  the  owners  refused  to  pay  for  coke  used  on  board 


the  vessels  when  out  fishing.  The  men  gave  notice  to  the 
masters,  but  the  latter  not  caving  in,  over  two  hundred 
turned  out.  It  is  however  expected  a  settlement  will  be 
speedily  effected. _  ^  j 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  break  up  of  the  frost  has  been  welcomed 
by  all  fishermen  in  this  district,  and  although 
there  is  little  fish  to  report,  signs  of  activity  are 
not  wanting.  So  far  as  Manchester  is  concerned, 
we  are  promised  an  event  to  open  the  season, 
which,  if  it  comes  about,  will  be  a  most  interesting 
feature.  This  is  a  match  between  old  Sam 
Brooks,  of  Ardwick,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the  man  who 
has  lately  been  challenging  “  any  man  in  the 
world.”  The  conditions,  so  far,  are  to  fish  for 
roach  for  quantity  in  Smith’s  own  water  at 
Harpurhey ;  whilst  the  second  trial  will  be  for 
weight  at  Whaley  Bridge.  The  one  bar  to  final  arrange¬ 
ments  is  the  fact  that  Smith  wants  certain  concessions, 
which  in  face  of  the  confident  line  of  his  challenge  ought 
not  to  be  granted.  _  .m 

The  Bucklcmer  Club  have  held  their  annual  meeting, 
and  elected  the  following  officers  :— President,  Mr.  G.  Bell; 
vice-president,  Mr.  C.  Lucas;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Johnson; 
secretary,  Mr.  F.  Fleucks ;  committee,  Messrs.  Ashton, 
Bibby,  Craven,  Ducken,  and  Oliver.  The  meeting  night  of 
this  organisation  is  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month, 
at  8.30  p.m.  Subscriptions,  one  shilling  per  month,  with  a 
free  entrance  up  to  Feb.  4,  1891. 


A  well-attended  meeting  of  Manchester  business  men 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  City  Restaurant, 
when  it  was  resolved  to  form  a  club  in  the  interest  of  tem¬ 
perance  men.  A  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  organi¬ 
sation  will  be  in  thorough  ship-shape  form  in  the  course  of 
a  week  or  two.  _ 

We  appear  to  have  done  Mr.  Flatter,  a  well-known 
Oldham  angler,  an  injustice  some  weeks  ago  in  blaming 
him  for  not  having  done  his  duty  in  connection  with  his 
office  as  delegate  from  the  Manchester  amalgamttion  to 
the  Northern  Anglers’  Association.  His  explanation  as  to 
the  effect  that  the  amalgamation  had  no  earthly  right  to 
censure  him,  inasmuch  as  after  he  and  Mr.  Woodcock 
(Bolton)  had  been  set  aside  to  watch  the  interests  of  the 
Amalgamation  Association,  Messrs.  Ashworth  and  Chad¬ 
wick  by  some  means  got  themselves  elected  as  members  of 
the  Northern  Council  of  the  association.  We  confess  to 
having  endeavoured  to  fathom  the  matter  ;  but  the  several 
accounts  given  are  so  distorted  and  contradictory,  that  we 
have  to  acknowledge  a  want  of  lucidity,  so  far  as  this  part 
of  the  amalgamation  business  is  concerned.  Mr.  Flatter  is 
a  man  who  up  to  now  has  spent  much  time  and  money  in 
the  cause  of  the  sport,  and  has  a  perfect  right  to  have  his 
view  of  the  affair  made  public. 


FRIENDLY  ANGLERS’  SOCIETY! 

The  forty-ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  members  and 
friends  of  this  society,  was  held  in  the  Crown  Room  of  the 
Freemasons’  Tavern,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  28th  of 
January.  It  has  been  customary  to  hold  these  dinners  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  but  owning  to  there  being  no  room 
large  enough  disengaged  a  change  had  to  be  made.  Air. 
Fred.  Berry  occupied  the  chair,  and  Dr.  G.  Amos  Duke  the 
vice-chair.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance  of 
about  ninety  guests.  Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs. 
W.  Bloxham,  W.  H.  Brewer,  W.  Browning,  W.  H. 
Brougham,  H.  Calcutt,  George  Evans,  N.  Henderson,  C.  D. 
Hoblyn,  F.  S.  Hoblyn,  R.  A.  Hoblyn,  W.  H.  Holland,  F.  W. 
Howard  (treasurer),  W.  Mealcin  (secretary),  H.  Mitchell, 
George  Newson,  George  Palmer,  T.  R.  Sachs,  H.Thompson, 
C.  H.  Woodall  and  H.  G.  Young.  The  duties  of  stewards 
were  admirably  performed  by  Messrs.  H.  Calcutt,  C.  F. 
Hill,  J.  W.  Nicholson  and  H.  G.  Young,  and  the  seating  of 
guests  was  done  without  the  slightest  confusion. 

After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  effectively  responded  to 
the  chairman  introduced  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success 
to  the  Friendly  Anglers,”  and  in  doing  so  first  of  all 
feelingly  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Freeman,  who  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years  had  been  an  efficient  and  popular 
member  of  the  club,  and  then  without  inflicting  a  long 
speech  on  them,  briefly  referred  to  the  principal  fish  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  successful  members  of  the  club, 
making  special  reference  to  the  trout,  which  had  been 
principally  caught  in  the  Thames,  and  which  he  considered 
would  be  gratifying  to  their  old  friend  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  to  hear.  He  then  stated  Mr.  Howard,  their 
respected  treasurer,  had  taken  the  prize  for  the  greatest 
weight  of  fish  in  the  year,  and  then  concluded  by  remark¬ 
ing  the  society  was  in  a  financially  sound  condition,  and  its 
traditions  fully  sustained. 

The  toast  was  drank  amidst  great  applause,  and 
thoroughly  evinced  the  friendly  feeling  that  existed 
amongst  the  members. 

Mr.  Howard,  the  treasurer,  in  his  reply,  expressed 
satisfaction  in  the  prosperity  of  the  society,  and  the  good 
spirit  in  which  it  was  maintained. 

Dr.  Duke  then  gave  “  The  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,”  which  he  was  sure  would  secure  their  cordial 
appreciation  ;  and  in  speaking  of  the  many  happy  days  that 
had  been  spent  on  the  river,  gave  a  satisfactory  account  of 
the  excellence  of  the  fishing,  and  for  which  they  owed  a 
debt  of  gratitute  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  not  only  in  preventing  the  commission  of  illegal 
offences,  but  in  affording  the  members  and  anglers  some 
good  recreation. 

The  name  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  on  being  associated 
with  the  toast  received  a  large  amount  of  applause,  and  was 
drank  with  great  heartiness. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  in  acknowledging  the  toast  referred 
to  the  fact  of  his  having  been  for  a  period  of  thirty -three 
years  connected  with  the  work  of  the  society,  and  amongst 
the  movements  he  had  initiated,  referred  especially  to  the 
systematic  examination  of  punts,  and  thereby  preventing 
the  slaughter  of  small  fish — the  substitution  of  prizes  for 
specimen  fish  instead  of  gross  weights,  which  though 
meeting  with  opposition  at  the  time,  was  now  making 
considerable  progress ;  and  lastly,  in  the  evil  arising  out  of 
the  steam  launches,  and  for  which  at  the  time  of  its  initia¬ 
tion  he  received  substantial  recognition.  After  some  further 
remarks  on  the  work  and  position  of  the  society,  concluded 
by  thanking  them  for  their  recognition  of  it,  and  their 
personal  courtesy  to  himself. 
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SALMON  FISHERIES. 
HATCHERIES,  IMPROVEMENTS  AND 
THEORIES. 

By  Mac. 

Having  last  week  given  some  of  our  reasons 
for  disbelieving  the  theory  that  fish  hatched  from 
the  ova  of  autumn-run  fish  must  uccessarily  im¬ 
migrate  or  run  inland  in  autumn  in  obedience  to 
inherited  proclivities,  and  similarly  in  the  case  of 
spring-run  fish,  we  now  have  to  give  another 
and  very  strong  reason  for  our  disbelief.  The 
gist  of  what  we  have  already  stated  in  controverting 
the  theory  alluded  to  is  that  the  strength  of  the 
migration  of  grilse,  which  are  the  young  of  salmon 
both  spring  and  autumn  run  (in  rivers  which  pos¬ 
sess  the  two  migrations),  taking  place  as  it  docs 
in  summer  fairly  knocks  on  the  head  any  argu¬ 
ment  set  up  to  prove  that  amongst  the  salmon 
there  are  two  distinct  breeds,  the  fish  of  each  of 
which  inherit  an  instinct  for  ascending  at  a  par¬ 
ticular  season,  irrespective  of  tlicir  age  and  condi¬ 
tion.  This  theory,  that  as  their  parents  did  so 
must  the  offspring  do,  may  to  some  have  looked 
plausible  enough,  hut  it  is  safo  to  say  that  those 
who  have  given  credence  to  it  cannot  have  done 
so  from  ascertained  facts.  Why,  the  ascent  of 
the  grilse  in  summer  kills  the  theory  completely  at 
the  outset,  as  with  the  first  migration,  and  while 
yet  an  adolescent,  this  fish  does  not  obey  its  at¬ 
tributed  inherited  migratory  instinct.  So  far  as 


large  rivers  are  concerned  there  is  the  strongest 
presumption  that  the  spring  fish  are  the  more 
active, vigorous,  younger,  and  unencumbered  fish — 
ablo  to  face  the  colder  water ;  the  grilse,  the  young 
aliko  of  spring  as  of  autumn  fish,  running  inland 
when  they  first  come  to  the  coast  from  their  feed¬ 
ing  grounds,  and  at  a  time  when  the  fresh  water 
has  the  temperature  that  suits  them  best  because, 
though  not  less  active,  they  are  much  less 
vigorous  than  the  spring  fish  ;  and  the  autumn 
fish  generally  the  older  fish  which  have  pre¬ 
viously  -been  inland,  and  from  getting  down 
to  the  sea  late  in  spring  have  dropped  hack  in  the 
time  of  their  ascent,  only  returning  from  their 
feeding  grounds  to  the  coast  in  the  autumn  when 
they  are  gravid,  and  consequently,  as  is  natural 
to  suppose,  less  able  to  remain  so  loug  in  the  fresh 
water  without  harm  to  themselves. 

Our  friend,  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie  Brown,  F.Z  S.,  the 
eminent  naturalist,  we  are  pleased  to  find  entirely 
agrees  with  what  we  have  stated.  He  says : — 

“  The  spring  fish  are  more  vigorous,  younger  fish, 
and  reach  highest  up  the  rivers,  and  can  stay 
longer  in  fresh  water  without  hurt  to  themselves. 
The  autumn  fish  are  older,  larger  fish  ;  and  many 
begin  to  go  out  of  condition  before  they  leave  the 
brackish  water,  as  they  are  less  able  to  stay  long 
in  the  fresh.” 

In  his  book  on  “  The  Salmon,”  the  late  Mr. 
Russel,  of  the  Scotsman,  argues,  “  that  the  facts 
are  at  least  equally  compatible  with,  and  indeed 
entirely  suitable  to,  the  theory,  that  the  fish 
coming  up  all  the  year  are  the  adults  of  various 
ages,  and  that  those  rushing  up  in  a  body  in  sum¬ 
mer  are  the  young  of  the  same  species  .... 
What  are  those  clean  salmon  that  run  up  the  rivers 
in  late  winter  or  early  spring  ?  Where  have  they 
been  in  the  preceding  months  ?  What  are  they 
wanting  now  ?  They  cannot  be  wanting  to  spawn, 
for  there  is  no  spawning  for  at  least  six  months 
to  come.  They  cannot  have  spawned  early  in  the 
preceding  or  rather  present  spawning  season, 
gone  down,  recovered  and  returned  ;  for  numerous 
experiments  show  that  the  shortest  period  of 
return  is  about  three  months,  and  it  is  only  about 
three  months  since  the  earliest  fish  had  begun  to 
spawn  in  the  river  which  these  are  now  ascending. 
They  must  have  passed  the  autumn  or  earlier 
winter  in  the  sea.  Then  they  must  have  passed 
the  winter  without  breeding.” 

Briefly  put,  our  own  views  concerning  the  whole 
matter  (as  regards  long  seasoned  rivers)  are : 

I  That  the  early  running  spring  salmon  are  fish 
that  have  not  spawned  the  preceding  autumn  or 
winter,  and  hence  have  wintered  in  tho  sea  ;  that 
the  later  spring  and  early  summer  salmon  are,  for 
the  most  part,  fish  that  also  have  not  spawned  the 
preceding  autumn  or  winter  ;  that  the  salmon  of 
summer,  say  from  June,  are  the  first  descended 
spawners  of  the  previous  breeding  season  come 
back  to  the  coast ;  that  the  grilse  coming  to  the 
in-shore  waters  in  summer  to  push  inland  or  seek 
to  push  inland  are  that  portion  of  the  grilse  that 
would  be  spawners  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year,  as  proved  by  their  ova  and  milt,  as  also  ex¬ 
ternally  by  the  gips  of  tho  cocks ;  and  that  the 
autumn  salmon  arc,  for  the  most  part,  the  older 
and  larger  fish  that  spawned  latest,  and  most  pro¬ 
bably  descended  latest  in  large  numbers  to  the 
sea,  and  are  naturally,  therefore,  the  latest  of  all 
to  return  to  the  rivers. 

The  above  has  been  written  to  show  how  un¬ 
tenable  is  the  theory  put  forward  by  the  Speyside 
distiller  and  angler,  and  believed  in  by  many 
others,  that  spring  fish  and  autumn  fish  (or  as  we 
should  term  them,  to  speak  more  accurately, 
spring-run  and  autumn-run  salmon)  arc  fish  of 
distinct  and  separate  breeds. 

Now  we  come  to  give  the  “  other  very  strong 
reason  ”  which  wo  have  for  discrediting  the  notion, 
belief,  or  theory  that  there  are  separate  breeds  of 
salmon  in  the  Spey  or  in  any  other  Scotch  river. 
In  doing  so,  wc  must  necossarily  select  certain 
long-seasoned  rivers  haviug  three  migrations,  and 
givo  the  facts.  Wc  therefore  make  choice  of  Don, 
Devcron,  and  North  Esk.  Well,  as  regards  these 
waters,  what  arc  the  facts?  Firstly,  that  every 
year  in  spring  many  thousands  of  spring  run  fish 
arc  netted  in  connection  with  them  at  their  mouths 
aud  in  their  tideways,  and  many  thousands  more 
above  the  tideway  ;  aud,  secondly,  that,  owing  to 
the  severe  netting  aud  to  obstructions  which  the 
fish  cannot  surmount  in  spring  when  the  water  is 
very  cold,  not  a  score,  perhaps  not  a  dozen,  of  the 
so  called  spring  fish  survive  to  reach  the  higher 


reaohos  where,  bar  dyiug  or  being  killed,  they 
would  spawn  in  courso  of  timo.  These  are  strictly 
facts,  facts  that  cannot  be  disputed.  Now,  we 
would  ask,  is  it  at  all  likely  that  tho  thousands  of 
fish  got  in  tho  above-named  rivers  in  spring  aro 
exclusively  the  progeny  of  three,  six,  or  even  ten 
pairs  of  spririg-run  salmon  ?  We  say  it  is  not 
likely,  indeed  utterly  impossible  ;  but  query  our 
opponents  :  Are  there  not  in  ten  fish  more 
thousands  of  eggs  than  the  thousands  of  fish  that 
are  caught  in  spring  ?  Quite  true — say  a  hundred 
thousand  in  ten  fish  of  111b.  or  121b.  each  (average 
weight  of  spring-run  fish).  But  pray,  ask  we, 
what  percentage,  considering  the  risks  from  frost, 
drought,  spates,  Ac.,  hatches  out,  aud  what 
number,  considering  all  the  perils,  all  the  enemies 
to  be  encountered  during  tho  years  of  their  growth 
in  river  and  sea,  survive  to  reach  the  adult  stage  ? 
Let  us  suppose  that  of  the  ova  deposited  five  per 
cent,  hatches  out  and  advances  through  all  the 
stages  of  youth — par,  smolt,  and  grilse — up  to  tho 
adult  fish.  On  this  supposition  the  surviving 
mature  progeny  therefore  of  ten  pairs  of  spring- 
run  fish  would  number  five  thousand. 

We  can  neither  accept  the  theory  that  the 
spring-run  fish  are  a  distinct  breed  from  the 
autumn-run  fish  nor  the  statement  that  they  are 
the  best  to  take  ova  from  for  hatchery  purposes. 
The  facts  point  all  the  other  way.  No  fish 
culturist  who  devotes  himself  to  the  breeding  of 
salmon  would  dream  for  a  moment  of  preferring 
the  spawn  of  fish  which  have  been  six  or  seven 
months  in  the  fresh  water  to  that  of  fish  which 
have  only  been  two.  Numerous  experiments 
have  proved  that  about  sixty  is  the  ordinary  per¬ 
centage  of  the  ova  of  spring-run  fish,  and  ninety- 
five  of  the  ova  of  autumn-run  fish  to  hatch  out, 
and  that  as  a  particularly  high  percentage  more 
frequently  ninety- eight  is  obtained  in  the  latter 
than  seventy  in  the  former  case.  How  then  can  it 
be  contended  that  spring-run  fish  are  the  best  to 
take  ova  from  ?  If  of  ten  or  twelve  pairs  of  salmon 
— and  certainly  not  more  than  that  number  get 
up  Don,  Deveron,  and  North  Esk  in  spring — there 
survive  to  reach  maturity  a  progeny  of  something 
like  five  thousand,  are  we  not  warranted  in 
assuming  that  from  the  ova  of  the  thousands  of 
very  fine  large  gravid  fish  which  ascend  these 
rivers  in  autumn  there  would  be  a  progeny  to 
reach  maturity  of  millions  of  fish,  or  more  than 
the  rivers  would  be  capable  of  holding.  It  will 
not  do.  (To  be  continued.) 


THE  LATE  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON  ON  THE  TWEED  &  TEVIOT. 

By  Maxwheel. 

The  season  of  inactivity  for  the  salmon  angler 
on  the  Tweed,  and  its  tributaries  where  that 
sport  is  available,  has  now  drawn  to  a  close, 
and  the  opening  of  the  fishing  for  another 
year  warns  the  patient  disciple  of  the  rod  aud 
line  that  preparations  must  at  once  be  mado 
for  again  entering  the  lists  and  engaging  in 
another  campaign.  May  it  he  more  satisfactory 
in  its  results  to  all  concerned  than  that  of  1890 
is  our  most  fervent  hope.  At  this  period,  there¬ 
fore,  it  may  he  of  interest  to  salmon  anglers  gene¬ 
rally,  and  others  interested  in  the  sport,  if  wo 
now  give  a  short  resume  of  the  season  that  closed 
with  the  month  of  November  last,  and  which 
will  long  he  remembered  as  one  of  the  worst  ever 
had  on  this  noble  river.  From  the  opening  of  tho 
rod-fishings  in  February,  right  up  to  its  close, 
sport  was  bad,  aud  iu  its  pursuit  there  was  not 
one  redeeming  feature  of  success  for  all  the  vexa¬ 
tions  aud  disappointments  experienced  by  the 
Waltonian,  while  the  losses  to  lessees  aud  owners 
of  both  net  and  rod  fisheries  must  have  been  very 
heavy  iudeed.  AVhcn  the  season  of  1889  closed  so 
unsatisfactorily  as  it  did,  it  was  never  dreamed 
that  the  following  one  would  prove  so  disastrous 
as  recent  events  proved  ;  for  lrom  circumstances 
that  occurred  in  January,  1890,  it  was  proved  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  that  considerable  numbers  of  clean 
fish  were  then  iu  the  river,  and  this  of  course 
was  taken  as  a  good  omen  for  the  angling  season 
so  soon  to  follow.  Iudccd,  several  fish  of  this 
description  had  been  killed  during  tho  latter  oud 
of  the  fishing  iu  1889,  aud  at  that  timo  it  was 
reported  that  many  moro  clean  fish  had  been 
showing  themselves  in  the  lower  waters  and  about 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  Thus  there  was  indeed 
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room  for  anticipating  a  good  season  to  follow,  and 
what  then  were  anglers  to  imagine  as  to  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  1890,  seeing  that  there  were  already 
many  clean  salmon  in  the  river,  and  that  there 
was  also  little  or  no  disease  observable  at  the  time, 
but  that  an  abundant  and  favourable  season  would 
be  vouchsafed  them,  trusting  at  the  same  time 
to  favourable  weather  and  opportune  floods.  How 
far  these  hopes  and  expectations  were  realised 
is  now  only  too  well  known  to  those  who  followed 
the  sport  throughout  last  year.  During  the  close¬ 
time  between  1889-90,  the  season  had  been  a 
splendid  one  for  spawning,  the  river  having  had  no 
ice  upon  it,  and  therefore  no  casualty  happened 
to  destroy  the  “  redds  ”  bedded  with  spawn.  The 
fishing  opened  most  inauspiciously  in  February  of 
1890,  notwithstanding  that  a  very  grand  flood  of 
fully  7ft.  occurred  exactly  a  week  previous,  and 
all  through  the  month  there  was  little  or  no  wind, 
one  of  the  most  important  factors  to  the  salmon 
angler ;  and  although  a  good  few  fish  were  got, 
still  it  was  not  until  the  15th  of  the  month  that 
the  weather  was  anything  like  what  could  be 
called  fit  for  angling.  It  is  true  that  on  the 
Rutherford  water — during  the  first  week — Major 
Bourke  killed  the  first  two  fish  of  the  season — 
81b.  and  121b. ;  still  fishing  was  bad  until  the  15th, 
and  on  that  date,  on  the  famous  Hendersyde 
casts,  Mr.  A.  Kingdon  had  a  magnificent  fish  of 
221b.  and  one  of  lesser  weight ;  while  Sir  Richard 
J.  Waldie-Griffith,  Bart.,  had  one  of  about  121b. 
the  same  day.  About  this  date,  also,  Mr.  Adam 
Elliot,  Caverton,  drew  “  first  blood  ”  from  the 
Teviot,  and  he  was  a  lucky  man,  as  only  two  clean 
salmon  were  got  all  the  year  on  that  river, 
although  three  smaller  fish  were  also  killed  on 
it  afterwards.  During  the  month  of  March  the 
weather  was  always  too  clear  and  frosty  to  allow 
of  successful  angling ;  and  although  there  seemed 
at  this  period  to  be  a  good  supply  of  salmon  in 
the  river,  yet  few  were  killed.  At  this  period,  too, 
the  fungoid  disease,  which  had  been  slowly  but 
surely  making  itself  seen  and  felt,  became  more 
virulent,  and  large  numbers  of  clean  fish  succumbed 
to  the  pestilence  in  all  parts  of  the  river.  In  fact 
this  and  the  following  month  were  about  as  bad  as 
they  well  could  be  for  the  salmon  angler,  what 
with  the  unfavourable  weather  conditions  and 
other  disheartening  circumstances,  all  combined 
to  make  captures  few ;  and  it  was  only  on  such 
exceptionally  good  waters  as  that  of  Rutherford 
and  Hendersyde  that  sport  was  at  all  worthy 
of  the  name,  and  then  it  was  not  up  to  anythiug 
great.  Trout  fishing,  however,  was  really  ex¬ 
cellent  both  months,  and  baskets  of  from  61b.  up 
to  201b.  were  very  common.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  mention  that  on  the  12th  March  Mr.  John 
Wright,  Sprouston,  on  the  Tweed,  had  a  basket 
of  311b.,  which  included  five  sea  trout.  On  the 
9th  April,  Mr.  William  Wright,  Sprouston,  on  the 
Tweed,  was  reported  to  have  had  301b.  of  trout. 
Amongst  others  who  had  baskets  of  201b.  and  up¬ 
wards  were  Mr.  Arch.  Steele,  Mr.  James  Kerss, 
and  Lord  Melgund,  the  latter  nobleman  having  in 
little  more  than  an  hour  on  Makerstoun  water  — 
Major  Bourke’s — killed  a  creelful  of  fine  trout,  and 
two  bull  trout.  A  rather  curious  incident  occurred 
to  Mr.  Maurice,  Worksop,  and  a  friend,  while 
fishing  trout  at  Sprouston,  on  the  Tweed,  on  the 
11th  March  :  they  had  got  a  very  fine  dish,  and 
later  hooked  and,  after  a  nice  run,  landed  a  capital 
trout  of  21b  ,  which  had  in  its  maw  a  member  of 
its  own  species  which  measured  7in.  It  was  no 
uncommon  thing  at  this  time  for  as  many  as  701b. 
or  80lfo.  of  trout  to  be  dispatched  off  weekly  to 
the  large  markets  for  sale,  so  plentiful  were  the 
captures.  To  salmon  anglers  the  months  of  May 
and  J une  were  regular  sickeners,  and  although  one 
or  two  straggling  fish  were  now  and  again  got, 
sport  on  the  whole  was  nearly  nil  owing  to  the  low 
and  foul  state  of  the  river.  July  was  the  month  of 
small  dirty  floods,  which  only  raised  the  mud  from 
the  bottom  of  the  stream  without  cleaning  it,  and 
what  fish  came  up  to  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
river  with  these  freshets  went  steadily  onwards  to 
the  upper  waters,  these  small  rises  affording  them 
excellent  opportunities  for  travelling  upwards. 
Trout  fishing  was  also  good  all  this  month,  but 
baskets  were  not  so  heavy  as  previously.  The  first 
fortnight  of  August  saw  the  river  running  swollen 
and  discoloured  by  floods,  varying  from  two  up  to 
five  feet  ;  and  from  the  20th  of  the  month  onwards, 
when  the  stream  again  became  in  a  fishable  con¬ 
dition,  fair  sport  was  had,  which  materially  im¬ 
proved  as  the  month  drew  to  a  close.  As  a  whole, 


September  was  a  fair  fishing  month,  and  some 
good  takes  were  had  during  the  last  two  weeks. 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  R.  Hendry,  fisherman  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  killed  a  341b.  fish 
on  the  Floors  upper  water,  and  this  was  the 
heaviest  fish  killed  on  his  Grace’s  water  during 
the  year.  The  last  two  months  of  the  season — 
October  and  November — were  indeed  disastrous 
ones  for  the  devotees  of  the  gentle  art,  as  the  river 
was  scarcely  ever  two  days  alike,  flowing  and  ebb¬ 
ing  about  as  regularly  as  the  tide,  this  state  of 
matters  being  caused  by  intermittent  floods,  and 
very  few  angling  days  were  available  before  the 
close  of  the  season.  When  we  mention  the  fact 
that  for  five  weeks  running  during  these  months 
there  was  not  one  day  that  could  fairly  be  called 
a  good  angling  one,  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather  and  water  conditions,  those  interested  in 
piscatorial  matters  will  have  an  idea  of  the  chagrin 
and  disappointment  experienced  by  salmon 
anglers  on  the  Tweed  during  the  back-end  season 
of  1890.  As  the  fishing  drew  to  a  close,  many  of 
those  who  had  waters  leased  left  for  their  various 
homes,  having  abandoned  all  hope  of  success,  and 
as  the  last  week  opened  with  the  river  dead  out 
of  order,  only  one  or  two  lingered  on  till  the  bitter 
end ;  bat,  generally  speaking,  they  only  had  a 
blank  day  for  their  waiting,  as  scarcely  a  fish  was 
killed  on  the  finishing  day.  We  may  here  mention 
that  on  a  famous  fishery  near  Kelso  fourteen  days 
were  fished  blank ;  while  on  another  half  that 
number  was  fished  without  even  raising  a  fish  or 
seeing  one.  What  the  causes  are  that  have  tended 
to  this  falling  off  during  the  past  three  or  four 
years  in  the  capture  of  salmon  in  this  once  famous 
sport-giving  river  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  One 
who  has  been  a  fisherman  all  his  life  on  Tweed- 
side  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  is  not  so  much 
the  want  of  fish,  but  the  very  unseasonable 
weather  that  has  been  experienced  during  these 
seasons,  and  of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  as 
these  conditions  were  certainly  of  the  most  an¬ 
tagonistic  character  as  regards  angling  that  could 
well  be  imagined. 

The  same  authority  says  “  that  until  some  more 
stringent  means  of  protecting  the  salmon  smolts, 
than  at  present  exists,  are  put  into  operation,  the 
supply  of  fish  in  the  river  is  sure  to  decrease ; 
added  to  which,  also,  the  yearly  supply  of  ova  that 
is  given  away  to  other  rivers,  and  no  return  made 
for  what  is  taken  from  the  natural  stock  of  that 
river.” 

We  append  a  return  of  the  fish  killed  during  last 
season  on  some  of  the  more  important  waters,  aud 
as  these  have  been  acquired — although  rather 
late — from  trustworthy  sources,  although  per¬ 
haps  a  few  fish,  more  or  less,  may  not  be  accounted 
for,  yet  they  may  be  taken  with  all  safety  as  being 
nearly  accurate : — 

Hendersyde  Water. — On  this  splendid  stretch 
during  the  spring  fishing  about  forty  salmon,  more 
or  less,  were  killed  up  to  the  end  of  June  (so  writes 
the  lessee).  On  the  same  water  the  following 
statistics  have  been  kindly  furnished  by  the  pro¬ 
prietor  (Sir  Richard  Waldie-Griffith,  Bart.)  of  the 
autumn  fishing : — “Salmon  killed,  forty-six  ;  grilse, 
thirty-five  ;  gross  total,  eigbty-one  ;  gross  weight, 
1,1971b.  This,  for  the  number  of  days  fished,  is 
the  worst  season  for  twenty  years.  The  year  1882 
was  a  little  better  ;  but  1888  was  still  worse,  owing 
in  great  measure  to  the  very  few  days  that  were 
available  for  angling.  The  returns  for  these  years 
were  1882  :  Salmon,  seventy  ;  grilse,  fifteen  ; 
total,  eighty-five  ;  weight,  1,4471b.  1888  :  Salmon, 
forty-three  ;  grilse,  twenty-nine ;  total,  seventy- 
two  ;  weight,  9421b.  The  average  weight  of  the 
salmon  killed  last  season  was  about  19^1b.  The 
largest  fish  was  one  of  401b.,  killed  on  October  20 
by  the  proprietor  ;  while  there  were  in  addition 
four  other  fish  of  301b.  and  over  caught — one  of 
381b.,  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Duncan,  on  Oct.  14.  The  best 
day’s  fishing  was  on  Oct.  18,  when  Capt.  Bridges 
had  six  fish,  including  one  of  311b.,  and  the  gross 
weight  of  the  whole  was  13841b.  There  appeared 
to  be  plenty  of  water  for  fish  to  run  up  to  Sprous¬ 
ton  Dub  all  October  ;  but  there  seemed  to  be  a 
scarcity  of  fish  on  the  coast  at  the  time,  and 
also  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.” 

Floors  Castle  Upper  Water ,  which  is  fished  by 
the  proprietor  during  the  spring,  only  gave  up  five 
fish — two  of  these  being  got  by  the  Marquis  of 
Bowmont,  who  promises  to  become  as  proficient  in 
the  art  of  angling  as  his  father,  who  is  a  well- 
known  Waltonian.  During  the  back-end  season 
the  water  is  let,  and  during  the  month  of  October 


and  the  first  week  of  November  was  taken  by  Lord 
Londonderry  and  others,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  season  by  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  and 
others.  The  total  take  during  the  autumn  season 
was  fifty-two  fish,  making  a  total  all  over  of  fifty- 
seven.  The  heaviest  fish  killed  was  341b. ;  while 
the  best  day  only  produced  five.  The  lower  Floors 
water  was  a  complete  failure,  as  during  all  the 
autumn  season  only  three  salmon  were  got.  This 
falling  off  is  something  wonderful  for  the  lower 
water,  as  only  some  few  years  ago  I  was  present 
during  a  fishing  of  four  and  a-half  hours  on  the  same 
water,  and  saw  that  well-known  angler,  Mr.  Arch. 
Steel,  Kelso  (of  Dandie  Dinmont  fame),  kill  nine¬ 
teen  fish  in  the  above  time  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
smashing  his  top-piece  (a  second  one  not  being  at 
hand,  and  time  not  allowing  of  sending  for  one), 
just  as  the  dusk  was  coming  on,  goodness  knows 
how  many  more  he  would  have  landed,  as  the 
cast  he  was  fishing — the  Putt — seemed  to  be 
literally  alive  with  fish,  and  all  in  the  taking  mood. 
I  understand  that  over  a  score  of  fish  were  also 
killed  on  this  water  in  one  day  some  years  ago  by 
two  anglers,  who  fished  alternately  with  one  rod 
— the  fortunate  anglers  being  the  late  Mr.  George 
M’Call,  newspaper  correspondent,  and  Mr.  Grogan, 
now  of  the  Spread  Eagle,  Gloucester. 

Pavilion  Water  (Melrose).— This  water,  belong¬ 
ing  to  General  Henry,  fished  very  well  consider¬ 
ing  the  season,  fifty-seven  salmon  and  nine  grilse 
being  got  ;  total  sixty- six  fish. 

Drygrange  Water  was  productive  of  twenty- 
three  fish ;  but  the  Boldside  water  had  a  good 
record,  eighty  six  fish  being  got,  one  of  which 
weighed  411b.,  and  was  killed  on  the  28th 
October,  by  Mr.  Pitman,  Edinburgh. 

The  Hirsel  Water  (Birgham)  had  125  less  cap¬ 
tures  than  during  the  previous  season,  which  was 
also  a  bad  one. 

Ednam  House  water  (Kelso)  could  only  record 
a  total  of  twenty  fish  for  the  whole  season  on  both 
upper  and  under  casts,  the  heaviest  fish  killed 
being  one  of  321b.,  by  Major  Wilton  (11th  Hussars), 
son-in-law  of  the  lessee,  Mr.  Drummond. 

Makerstoun  Water. — Although  we  have  no  really 
definite  reliable  information  from  this  fishery,  yet 
if  we  put  the  number  at  thirty,  more  or  less,  we 
believe  we  are  not  far  off  the  mark. 

Rutherford  Water  fished  well  all  the  back  end  of 
the  season,  and  although  the  numbers  given  are 
not  official,  yet  we  believe  we  are  very  near  the 
actual  quantity  when  we  give  it  at  between  sixty 
and  seventy  fish  killed  for  the  season. 

Sprouston  fished  badly,  and  was  no  exception  to 
the  other  waters  in  regard  to  poor  takes,  and  if 
the  number  is  put  down  at  thirty  fish  killed,  we 
think  that  will  be  very  near  it  for  the  back-end 
angling. 

On  the  whole,  if  the  fish  caught  during  the  past 
season  were  put  down  as  one  to  three  in  previous 
fair  good  years,  that  would  give  a  reasonable 
estimate  of  how  things  stood  when  the  season  of 
1890  closed. 

The  Teviot 

excelled  itself  last  year  in  non-giving  sport, 
only  two  clean  salmon  and  three  grilse  having 
been  killed  during  the  entire  season,  the  lucky 
anglers  being — Mr.  A.  Elliot,  Caverton  ;  Mr.  A. 
Lamb,  Kelso  ;  Mr.  W.  Lamb,  engineer,  Kelso  ; 
Mr.  A.  Affleck,  Heston ;  and  Mr.  Aitken,  Rox¬ 
burgh. 


Sir  Walter  and  the  “  Fish.”  — Sir  Walter  once 
called  himself  “  no  fisher.”  He  did  himself  in¬ 
justice.  The  Waverley  Novels  were  entirely  due  to 
a  search  for  fly  hooks,  still  in  the  possession  of 
Miss  Laidlaw.  In  vol.  ii.  28  is  a  note  by  his  friend, 
the  late  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Kirklands,  on  Scott’s 
excitement  over  the  playing  of  a  trout.  “  It’s  a 
fish  !  It’s  a  fish !  Hold  up  your  rod,  give  him 
line,”  and  the  other  incoherences  with  which  the 
flurried  spectator  obliges  the  angler.  It  was  not 
a  “  fish  ”  after  all.  Scott  jumped  into  the  Tweed, 
collared  a  huge  trout,  and  dragged  it  forth  after  it 
had  broken  the  rod.  Purdie,  jealous  of  a 
Southron’s  success,  cried,  “  To  beta’en  by  the  like 
o’  him  frae  Lunnon !  ”  This  was  at  Elibank. 
Scott  also  records  with  triumph  how  he  caught 
two  trout  at  once  on  the  Gleddis  Wiel,  where  he 
and  Hogg  were  upset  when  burning  the  water  in 
a  boat.  The  Gleddis  Wiel  is  not  less  good  than  of 
old ;  nine  fish  were  hooked  in  it  on  one  day  six 
weeks  ago.  Scott  spells  it  “  Gladdis,”  but  the 
name  is  probably  derived  from  “  Gled,”  a  hawk. 
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We  regret  to  hear  that  “  anglers  ”  are  already 
at  work  on  Loch  Leven,  and  that  trout  were  killed 
on  January  ‘23 — fully  a  month  too  early. 


There  has  been  a  very  great  loss  of  fish  of  all 
kinds  at  the  Welsh  Harp  in  consequence  of  the 
severe  and  prolonged  frost.  Curiously  enough  in 
many  other  waters  not  nearly  so  large  or  deep 
there  has  been  no  loss. 


Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland, 
Herefordshire,  in  sending  a  remittance  for  re¬ 
newal  of  his  advertisement  of  trout  flies,  &c., 
says,  “  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  found  the  F.  G.  a  capital  advertising 
medium — it’s  readers  are  all  over  the  world.” 


Mr.  L.  S.  Fountaine,  president  of  the  Lady  of 
the  Lake  Angling  Society,  will  read  a  paper  at 
the  Mildmay  Angling  Club,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Heury’s-walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  on  Thursday 
next,  Feb.  12.  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  will  take  the 
chair  at  8.30. 


Every  one  who  knew  Mr.  Jennings,  of  the  True 
Waltonian  Angling  Society,  will  regret  to  hear  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  most  kind  hearted  man  and 
cheery,  delightful  angling  companion.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Anwell  Magna 
Fishery.  _ 

We  never  saw  a  more  airy  fairy  sort  of  menu 
than  that  designed  by  Mr.  Pritt  for  the  seventh 
Yorkshire  Anglers’  dinner,  Feb.  4,  1891.  It 
represents  a  very  fine  male  May- fly,  the  size  of  a 
chicken,  and  the  menu  is  given  all  over  the  wings 
and  on  the  rings  of  the  body.  The  boiled  salmon, 
with  May-fly  sauce,  took  the  cake.  Sorry  we 
could  not  be  there. 


A  large  gathering  of  the  Nottingham  Welling¬ 
ton  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  club-house  on 
Thursday  last,  the  occasion  being  a  visit  from  Mr. 
E.  S.  Shrubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  of  Derby.  Full 
particulars  will  be  found  in  another  column.  We 
have  asked  Mr.  Shrubsole  to  write  us  some  account 
of  this  excellent  Midland  society. 


The  Wear  Angling  Association  had  to  alter 
their  time  of  fishing  from  March  1  to  February  2 
It  seems  a  great  pity  that  the  bulk  of  their  mem¬ 
bers  so  decided,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  next  year 
they  will  give  their  well  protected  waters  a  rest 
ig  the  early  month  of  February.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  anglers  turned  out  on  2nd  inst.,  but  the 
result  of  their  fishing  I  have  not  yet  learned.— 
Blue  Dun. 


We  are  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Tees  Fishery 
Board  are  to  meet  with  determined  opposition  to 
the  proposed  increase  of  the  license  for  trout  fish¬ 
ing  from  the  trout  anglers.  The  present  tax  of 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  is  far  more  than  the 
board  ought  to  take,  considering  the  way  they 
protect  the  trout  fishers’  interests.  We  are  in 
favour  of  improving  our  salmon  fisheries  by  all 
fair  means,  but  it  is  distinctly  unfair  to  tax  trout 
anglers  in  order  to  provide  funds  for  the  benefit  of 
salmon  fishery  proprietors.  We  wish  other  boards 
followed  the  example  of  the  Severn  Board  in  this 
respect.  _ 

Editor  Whitney,  of  The  Week's  Sport  (New 
York),  says : — “  Editor  Marston,  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  says  that  the  barbel  is  not  highly  enough 
esteemed  for  the  table,  being  really  solid  in  flesh 
and  very  nutritious.  He  must  be  joking.  Even 
the  Jews,  those  supreme  fish  cooks,  disdain  this 
muddy,  insipid  fish.  We  have  tried  again  and 
again,  by  the  aid  of  the  most  expert  cookery,  to 
eat  it,  and  nothing  seems  to  render  it  less  palat¬ 
able.  It  resembles  white  blotting  paper  in  which 
small  pins  are  stuck,  as  nearly  as  we  can  describe 
it,  when  brought  to  the  table.”  It  must  be 
Editor  Whitney  who  is  joking,  as  we  never  said 
anything  of  the  kind. 

|  H'  •‘Hru  - 

*^We  were  glad  to  have  a  visit  again  from  Chief 
Engineer  Purvis,  of  the  ss.  Ionic  (who  thinks  no 
more  of  his  regular  voyage  to  and  from  New 


Zealand  than  a  City  man  does  of  his  daily  journey 
from'  Brighton  and  back).  Mr.  Purvis  brought  us 
the  head  and  part  of  the  shoulder  of  a  grand  161b. 
“  estuary  trout,”  caught  in  the  brackish  water  at 
the  mouth  of  one  of  the  New  Zealand  rivers. 
Although  the  fish  weighed  161b.,  it  was  only  25in.  in 
length,  so  Mr.  Purvis  informed  us,  and  we  would 
back  his  word  any  time.  The  fish  had  a  fine  fat 
“  crummock,”  was  in  grand  condition,  and  the 
flavour,  in  spite  of  its  long  sojourn  in  ice,  was 
excellent.  It  was  quite  a  decided  lemon  colour, 
doubtless  due  to  feeding  on  some  very  plentiful 
crustacean  in  the  brackish  water.  We  have 
called  it  an  “  estuary  trout,”  but  it  was,  in  fact, 
a  pure  brown  trout  ( S .  fario),  with  a  silver  sheen 
on  it,  such  as  one  always  finds  on  trout  which  get 
down  into  the  brackish  water. 


Almost  the  whole  of  the  Scotch  salmon  rivers 
will  be  open  for  rod  fishing  on  Wednesday  next ; 
net  fishing  also  will  then  be  general. 


Last  week  a  great  head  of  fish  went  up  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee.  On  Tuesday,  particularly 
with  the  good  push  of  water  that  day,  the  “  run  ” 
was  very  strong.  _ 

It  looks  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  paradox  to 
say  that  the  salmon  spawning  season,  which  pretty 
generally  is  now  about  over,  has  been  one  of  the 
best,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  worst,  that 
has  been  known  for  many  years.  The  head  of 
spawners  in  the  rivers  was  particularly  great,  and 
the  number  of  diseased  fish  at  the  spawning  time 
was  much  smaller  than  in  most  years  for  a  good 
while  back,  but  though  these  facts  gave  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  interested,  yet  with  the  heavy  waters 
which  prevailed  in  the  back  end,  causing  the  bulk 
of  the  early  spawners  to  go  on  to  the  outmost 
redds,  the  result  has  been  that  a  vast  quantity  of 
the  ova  has  perished  through  the  subsequent 
severe  frosts  having  caused  the  water  to  fall  in  so 
greatly  as  to  leave  the  redds  uncovered.  We  know 
of  one  ford,  where  thirty-five  to  forty  pairs  of 
salmon  spawned,  that  for  ten  days  during  severe 
frost  was  quite  two  feet  above  the  then  level  of  the 
water.  The  tremendous  spates  of  the  back-end, 
and  those  following  since  the  severe  weather  came 
on— by  the  advent  of  thaws  which  bore  down  huge 
masses  of  ice  hurtling  along — have  also  wrought 
great  destruction.  _ 

We  understand  that  the  salmon  hatchery  at 
Durris,  Deeside,  which  was  established  by  and 
for  some  years  managed  under  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  Mr.  T.  Graham  Young,  late  proprietor  of 
Durris,  is  to  be  taken  over  and  stocked  annually 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ova  by  the 
rod  and  net  fishing  proprietors  on  Dee,  who,  it  is 
understood,  are  to  agree  to  be  assessed  for  its 
maintenance,  each  party  paying  the  same  rate  of 
assessment,  but  only  on  the  assessed  value  of  their 
individual  fishings. 


0utes  anti  %tmcs 


Flyfishers’  Club. — Under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Laurie,  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Fly¬ 
fishers’  Club  was  held  on  Thursday,  29th  ult.  The 
report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  con¬ 
gratulated  the  members  on  the  prosperous  con¬ 
dition  of  the  club.  The  success  achieved  in  the 
past  is  proved  by  the  roll  of  members,  which 
shows  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  ten,  the 
honorary  members  numbering  fifteen.  There  has, 
however,  been  no  marked  increase  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  committee  ventured  to  express  a 
hope  that  during  the  present  year  members  will 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  swell  the  number 
The  hon.  treasurer’s  statement  of  accounts  shows 
a  balance  in  hand.  With  the  exception  of  the 
annual  dinner,  which,  under  the  presidency  of  the 
hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  was  unanimously 
voted  by  all  present  a  brilliant  success,  there  was 
little  to  record  in  the  club’s  proceedings  during 
the  year.  The  smoking  concert  in  February  was 
well  attended  and  musically  successful.  The 
committee  regretted  to  have  to  chronicle  the  death 
of  the  following  members  during  the  year  : — Capt. 
R.  D.  Anstruther  (who  acted  as  auditor  in  1889), 
Mr.  Goodger  (one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society),  and  Mr.  Conrad  Warner. 


The  thanks  of  the  members  were  given  to  Mr.  H. 
W.  Seaton  Karr,  who  presented  to  the  library  a 
copy  of  his  new  work,  “  Ten  Years’  Wild  Sports  in 
Foreign  Lands;  ”  to  Mr.  George  Rooper,  for  a  set 
of  his  works,  including  “  A  Month  in  Mayo,” 
“Tales  and  Sketches,”  “Thames  and  Tweed," 
and  “Flood,  Field,  and  Forest;”  to  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  (“John  Bickerdyke  ”),  for  his  “Angling  for 
Game  Fish.”  The  committee  desire  specially  t» 
express  their  thanks  to  the  Manchester  Anglers’ 
Association,  who  forwarded,  through  Mr.  R.  Burn, 
a  set  (two  volumes)  of  the  now  rare  “  Anglers’ 
Evenings.”  During  the  year  the  committee  con¬ 
sidered  it  desirable,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
working  of  the  club,  to  add  to  their  number,  and 
accordingly  the  four  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen,  and,  on  election,  duly  accepted  office  : — 
Mr.  R.  E.  Booker,  Mr.  J.  T.  McLachlan,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  W.  Thomas. — Field. 


Death  of  a  Noted  Angler. — In  the  person 
of  Mr.  Charles  Holloway,  who -'passed  away  the 
other  day,  at  the  ripe  old  age  'of  89,  the  angling 
world  has  sustained  the  loss  of  one  who  helped 
to  found  one  of  the  first  angling  clubs  in  the 
metropolis — the  True  Waltonian  Society— and 
who  was  a  true  sportsman  and  a  perfect  specimen 
of  the  good  old  English  gentleman.  Grayling 
fishing  was  his  favourite  sport,  and  no  one  pos¬ 
sessed  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Herefordshire 
and  Worcestershire  streams  than  he.  Mr.  Hollo¬ 
way  had  been  a  member  of  the  True  Waltonians 
since  their  establishment  in  1830,  and  up  to  his 
80th  year  he  occasionally  plied  the  rod.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  ten  years  or  so  he  has  lived  at  Ber¬ 
mondsey,  and  the  announcement  of  his  death  was 
received  there  with  many  expressions  of  regret, 
especially  by  the  “  dinner  party,”  which  daily 
assembled  at  the  King  of  Prussia,  Tooley-street, 
Horsleydown.  For  many  years  Mr.  Holloway 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  chair  there,  and 
amongst  the  diners,  who  chiefly  consisted  of  busi¬ 
ness  men  from  the  neighbouring  wharf  offices, 
there  was  not  one  who  did  not  hold  the  gentle 
angler  in  the  highest  esteem.  His  angling  anec¬ 
dotes — what  a  stock  he  had ! — were  full  of  interest, 
and  many  a  hearty  laugh  went  up  from  the 
dinner-table  when  he  used  to  tell  how  he  once 
slept  in  the  horse-trough  of  a  country  inn,  in 
order  to  be  at  the  fish  early  the  next  morning. 
The  deceased  had  a  wonderful  constitution,  con¬ 
sidering  that  in  his  younger  days  he  constantly 
slept  in  the  fields  when  on  his  fishing  excursions, 
but  he  always  maintained  that  he  owed  his  long 
life  and  good  health  to  his  love  of  angling  and  the 
country  side.  Above  the  arm-chair  which  Mr. 
Holloway  graced  so  long  at  the  Tooley-street  inn 
hung  the  portrait  of  a  man  looking  lovingly  upon 
a  fly-rod,  whose  memory  will  not  be  easily  for¬ 
gotten  by  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
Mr.  Charles  Holloway  is  buried  in  Nunhead 
Cemetery,  whither  he  was  borne  on  Thursday. 
None  of  the  veteran  angler’s  relatives  were  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  funeral — it  is  said  that  he  had  nearly 
out-lived  them  all — but  thecarriage  which  followed 
in  the  wake  of  the  hearse  contained  several  old 
angling  friends  and  acquaintances,  including 
Messrs  W.  C.  Bessell,  E.  G.  Bawden,  Charles 
Briant,  and  W.  G.  Thomas. 


A  Nice  Point  for  Anglers. — At  a  pegged-down 
angling  match  it  is  understood  that  the  fisher 
must  not  ply  his  craft  beyond  certain  defined 
limits.  An  amusing  story  of  how  this  rule  may 
tell  against  an  angler  has  been  supplied  to  a  cor¬ 
respondent  of  the  Field  by  a  Yorkshire  friend  : — 
“A.  B.  had  not  been  long  fishing  when,  for  reasons 
which  are  beside  the  main  point,  he  tumbled  head 
over  heels  into  the  water.  Rescued  from  the 
river,  the  dripping  competitor  was  placed  aside, 
and  the  committee  were  hastily  summoned  to 
(metaphorically)  sit  upon  him.  They  discussed 
the  question  with  the  utmost  gravity,  and  at  con¬ 
siderable  length,  arriving  ultimately  at  the  deci¬ 
sion  that  A.  B.  had  rendered  himself  disqualified 
for  leaving  his  ground.  There  is  a  nice  question 
of  law  here  Unless  he  tumbled  so  well  that 
he  somersaulted  somewhere  beyond  the  middle  of 
the  river,  did  he  leave  his  ground  ?  ”  Only  a  few 
sagacious  pegged-down  competitors  could  decide 
this  point. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.—  East  Londom  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E, 
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BRITISH  AND  NORWEGIAN  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 

From  a  Norwegian  Point  of  View. 

( Continued  fr<  m  page  17). 

“  Later  also,  when  the  fish  have  begun  to  take 
food  to  themselves,  the  temperature  becomes  of 
indirect  consequence,  because  a  higher  degree  of 
warmth  in  the  water  generally  will  promote  the 
development  of  the  microscopic  and  other  diminu¬ 
tive  organisms  on  which  the  young  fish  feed. 

“  Now,  as  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  all  the  year  round  have  a  temperature  not  a 
little  higher  than  those  of  our  country,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  roe  and  young  fish  in  these  countries 
must  develop  not  a  little  quicker  than  with  us. 
This  circumstance  is  undoubtedly  of  no  little  im 
portance.  For  it  is  just  in  the  roe  and  fry  con¬ 
dition  that  salmon  are  exposed  to  the  greatest 
natural  dangers,  and  the  more  quickly  they  can 
pass  through  these  conditions,  the  smaller  must 
the  percentage  of  loss  be  during  their  continua¬ 
tion.  In  consequence  of  the  quicker  development 
referred  to,  and  of  the  increased  food  supply, 
consequent  on  the  temperature  of  the  British 
Isles,  it  is  certain  that  the  departure  of  the  young 
fish  to  the  sea  takes  place  earlier  than  with  us. 

“  It  appears  from  careful  investigations,  espe- 
pecially  in  Scotland — thought  to  be  about  one- 
half— of  the  young  salmon  hatched  out  each  year 
assume  their  silvery  travelling-dress,  and  leave 
the  river  (as  smolts)  as  early  as  the  spring  after 
hatching,  or  at  the  age  of  about  fourteen  months  ; 
while  the  other  half  reaches  the  same  stage  of 
development  about  eleven  months  later,  at  the 
age  of  about  two  years  and  one  month. 

“  With  us  in  regard  to  this  matter  we  certainly 
have  not  yet  full  knowledge,  and  until  there  is 
established  and  carried  on  a  large  public  hatchery 
establishment,  such  as  that  proposed  in  my  budget 
for  the  term  1882  88,  it  will  be  difficut  to  obtain 
such.  From  investigations  which  I  have  been 
able  to  carry  out,  I  may  in  the  meantime  take 
it  that  the  development  of  young  fish  with  us 
takes  at  least  a  year  more  than  in  Scotland,  and 
that  thus  the  shoals  of  young  salmon  migrate 
partly  in  two,  partly  in  three  years’  time,  but 
that  scarcely  any  do  so  before  they  have  reached 
an  age  of  two  years  or  upwards. 

“  Another  question  respecting  the  history  of  the 
growth  of  salmon,  which  is  of  no  little  interest, 
but  which  is  not  yet  sufficiently  understood,  is 
that  with  regard  to  the  salmon’s  more  rapid 
growth  in  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
as  compared  with  those  of  our  country,  continued 
even  after  their  migration  to  the  sea.  It  appears  to 
me  that  at  the  outset  there  is  little  ground  for 
assuming  any  perceptible  difference  in  the  growth 
of  the  fish  in  the  sea  on  the  coasts  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  and  our  own ;  at  any  rate,  if  one  limits  the 
comparison  to  those  parts  of  the  coast  of  both 
kingdoms  which  adjoin  the  North  Sea.  None  the 
less,  there  are  various  facts  which  go  to  show 
that  the  salmon  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
even  after  leaving  their  rivers — at  any  rate,  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  year  of  their  stay  in  the  sea— develop 
considerably  more  quickly  than  appears  to  be  the 
case  with  us.  As,  however,  this  question,  as  just 
remarked,  is  not  yet  sufficiently  understood, 
especially  with  regard  to  our  own  country,  I  shall 
not  enter  upon  it  further  here. 

“  I  have  above,  in  the  proper  place,  explained 
how  the  gentle  slope  of  the  land  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  favours  the  salmon  fisheries  through¬ 
out  these  countries  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make 
it  possible  for  the  salmon  to  ascend  a  very  long 
distance  up  the  river,  and  thereby  gives  the  fish 
access  to  very  extensive  tracts  of  breeding 
ground.  With  regard  to  floods  also  must  this  be 
favourable  to  salmon  fisheries.  It  is  clear  that 
where  the  land  slopes  only  quite  gradually,  the 
rain  falling  inland  in  that  country  runs  off  only 
comparatively  slowly.  In  consequence  the  floods 
will  he  of  comparatively  long  duration,  but  not 
violent.  Quite  otherwise  are  the  conditions,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  a  country  with  so  steep  a  slope  as 
has  the  greatest  part  of  Norway,  above  all  on  its 
west  coast,  where  the  precipitous  mountain  sides 
form  no  lasting  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the 
water,  and  that  so  much  the  less  on  account  of 
the  nakedness  and  sterility  which  distinguish 
them  in  most  places.  The  floods,  therefore,  here 
are  of  slight  duration,  but  of  comparatively  great 
violence  Seen  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  sal¬ 


mon  fishing,  however,  moderate  but  lasting  floods 
are  much  to  be  preferred  to  short  but  violent 
ones.  Violent  floods,  which  take  place  during  or 
after  spawning  time,  plainly  do  harm,  as  they 
easily  disturb  and  carry  away  the  roe.  Moreover, 
it  is  the  more  lasting  but  less  violent  floods  which 
bring  about  the  conditions  most  favourable  for  the 
salmon’s  ascent,  as  salmon  do  not  resort  to  the 
rivers  when  they  are  quite  low,  and  neither, 
generally  speaking,  when  they  are  excessively 
high.  But  the  middle  state,  during  which  the 
salmon  prefer  to  run,  will  naturally  be  of  longest 
duration  in  rivers  where  the  floods  run  off 
gradually. 

“It  may,  however,  be  questionable  whether  the 
advantages  with  which  nature  in  these  respects 
has  supplied  the  British  rivers  beyond  those  of 
our  own  country  are  not  fully  counterbalanced  by 
the  advanced  stage  which  the  drainage  and  trench¬ 
ing  of  the  soil  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have 
reached.  So  much,  at  any  rate,  is  certain,  that 
the  flood  conditions  in  the  rivers  of  these  countries 
during  the  last  two  generations  have,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  excessive  drainage,  changed  con¬ 
siderably  in  the  direction  of  floods  of  greater 
violence,  but  of  shorter  duration.  That  such  is 
the  case  as  far  as  Scotland  i3  concerned  one  can¬ 
not  be  surprised  when  one  travels  through  the 
Scotch  Highlands  and  observes  the  innumerable 
open  ditches  with  which  nearly  every  portion  of 
these  extensive  sheep-walks  are  cut  up,  and  one 
learns  that  these  ditches  have  been  made  mostly 
in  the  course  of  the  last  generation. 

“  During  my  travels  I  visited  the  following 
rivers : — 

“  A—  In  England:— (1)  Tyne,  (2)  Coquet,  (3) 
Eden,  (4)  Lune,  (5)  Kibble,  (6)  Dee,  (7)  Severn. 

“  B. — In  Scotland: — (1)  Tweed,  (2)  Forth,  (3) 
Tay,  (4)  South  Esk,  (5)  Don,  (6)  Spey,  (7)  Shin, 
(8)  Fleet. 

“  C—  In  Ireland  : — (1)  Boyne,  (2)  Erne,  (3) 
Sligo,  (4)  Ballisodare,  (5)  Moy,  (6)  Erriff,  (7) 
Ballinahinch,  (8)  Corrib. 

“  As,  however,  besides  these  I,  of  course,  passed 
during  my  journeys  a  great  number  of  other 
salmon  rivers — many  of  them  repeatedly,  as  the 
roads  or  lines  of  railway  often  for  long  distances 
follow  the  course  of  the  rivers — I  had  in  reality 
opportunities  of  informing  myself  by  personal 
observation  of  the  natural  surroundings  of  a 
large  number  of  salmon  rivers  in  all  the  countries 
referred  to. 

“  Pollution  of  Rivers. 

“  In  the  previous  section  I  have  shown  to  what 
an  extent  the  orographic  and  climatic  conditions 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  favour  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  these  countries,  and  that  in  these 
respects  they  have  exceedingly  great  advantages 
over  our  country.  But  these  advantages  are  in 
great  measure  counterbalanced  by  the  absence  of 
proper  purity  in  the  water,  and  in  this  consists 
almost  the  only — at  any  rate  without  comparison 
the  most  important — advantage  which  our  rivers 
possess  over  those  countries,  as  seen  from  a 
salmon  fishing  point  of  view.  The  condition 
referred  to,  however,  is  due  only  in  small  measure 
to  the  ordinances  of  nature.  The  water  in  the 
rivers  of  great  Britain  and  Ireland  is,  on  the 
whole,  naturally  about  as  well  adapted  as  that  of 
our  own  country’s  for  the  residence  of  salmon. 

“  It  would  seem  as  if  those  portions  of  the  rivers 
which  are  effected  by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide 
in  many  places — especially  in  numerous  English 
rivers — form  an  exception  to  the  rule.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  excessively  strong  tides  which,  as 
is  well  known,  occur  on  the  greater  part  of  the 
coasts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  which, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  can  have  a 
rise  and  fall  of  about  17  metres  (over  55ft.),  the 
tidal  wave  advances  with  great  force  a  very 
long  way  up  the  rivers —in  the  Severn  and  Ouse 
(Yorkshire)  for  example  over  100  metres  (sixty- 
two  miles). 

“  The  huge  masses  of  water  which  with  each 
tide  flow  in  and  out  of  the  lower  portions  of  the 
rivers  set  in  motion  the  fine  particles  of  clay, 
mud,  and  sand,  which  here  cover  the  bottom,  and 
the  whole  body  of  water  becomes  thereby  so  per¬ 
meated  with  such  particles  that  nothing  is  visible 
in  it  at  a  distance  of  3in.  or  4in.,  or  even  less.  The 
traveller  who  comes  by  sea  to  Hull  and  sails  up 
the  Humber  when  the  tide  is  ebbing  and  the 
stream  also  is  running  out,  will,  even  before  he  sets 
foot  on  the  land,  have  ample  opportunities  of 
observing  this. 


“  Even  more  marked  is  this  at,  for  example,  the 
railway  bridge  over  the  Ouse  at  Selby  (about 
eighty  or  ninety  kilometres,  say  fifty  to  fifty-five 
miles,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Humber). 

“  When  the  tidal  wave  here  rushes  up  the  river, 
the  water  is  so  thickly  mixed  with  clay  that 
scarcely  any  Norsk  river  that  I  know,  even  during 
flood,  bears  comparison  with  it.  And  no  better 
are  the  conditions  in  regard  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Severn,  and  the  Solway  Firth,  which  forms 
the  channel  into  which  many  rivers  on  the  fron¬ 
tier  between  England  and  Scotland  discharge 
themselves. 

“  Compared  with  these  streams,  the  Glommen, 
for  example,  in  the  lower  part  of  its  course,  even 
during  the  heaviest  flood,  must  be  regarded  as  a 
very  clear  river.  The  Norwegian  rivers  which 
best  convey  an  idea  of  the  pollution  referred  to 
are,  perhaps,  the  Lerelv,  in  Ringerike,  and  a  river 
of  the  same  name  which  falls  into  Rydsaaen,  in 
North  Helgeland,  about  ten  kilometres— say  six 
miles — from  its  mouth.  But  these  are  certainly 
during  the  heaviest  floods  less  full  of  clay  than 
the  ones  named  above,  and  several  other  English 
rivers,  below  high  water  mark.  It  does  not,  how¬ 
ever,  seem  as  if  this  kind  of  pollution — which,  it 
must  be  noticed,  only  applies  to  the  lowermost 
portions  of  a  number  of  rivers  and  cansequently 
does  not  affect  the  spawning  ground — incon¬ 
veniences  the  salmon  to  any  perceptible  extent. 
Many  of  the  rivers  in  which  this  kind  of  pollution 
is  most  pronounced  belong,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
best  in  England,  and  as  far  as  I  have  learned, 
neither  have  the  English  fishery  inspectors,  or 
other  fishing  experts  in  England,  attributed  any 
pernicious  influence  on  the  fisheries  to  this  condi¬ 
tion.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland  this  kind  of  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the  rivers  is  much  less  common.  For  one 
thing  the  incline  of  the  land  is  steeper,  so  that  the 
effect  of  the  tidal  wave  does  not  extend  so  far  up 
the  river;  and  again  the  land  generally  is  here  less 
full  of  clay,  the  lower  portions  of  the  rivers,  there¬ 
fore,  are  not  so  full  of  that  substance.  This 
applies  more  especially  to  Ireland,  where  the 
land  surrounding  the  rivers  generally  consists  of 
either  clear  gravel,  or  of  moss  or  turf.  The  very 
extensive  tracts  of  moor  which  occupy  great  parts 
of  this  country  certainly  cause  the  water  in  the 
rivers  to  be  somewhat  wanting  in  transparency, 
as  especially  during  floods  it  is  more  or  less  moss 
coloured.  But  experience  shows  that,  so  far  from 
being  a  disadvantage,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  old  idea,  which  has  so  often  been 
expressed  and  repeated  in  our  own  as  well  as  in 
foreign  countries,  that  salmon  (and  sea  trout) 
prefer  water  of  the  greatest  possible  clearness  and 
purity  contains  much  exaggeration.  Salmon  are 
undoubtedly  fond  of  pure,  but  not  of  crystal  clear 
water.  What  they  prefer  to  any  other  is  water 
coloured  brown  by  peat  or  moss,  in  fact,  such 
water  as  is  found  in  most  of  the  Irish  rivers.  Of 
this  we  have  striking  examples  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try.  Thus  the  natural  characteristics  of  the 
water  in  the  great  majority  of  Irish  salmon  rivers 
are  very  superior,  and  certainly  also  in  England  and 
Scotland  generally  equal  the  water  in  the  rivers  of 
our  own  country.  Neither,  on  the  whole,  is  this 
natural  quality  of  the  water  in  Ireland  and  in  the 
greater  part  of  Scotland  interfered  with  materially 
by  human  agency.  It  is  otherwise  the  case  in 
England,  where  the  pollution  caused  _  by  the 
work  of  man  is  so  overwhelming  that  in  many 
rivers  it  has  long  ago  exterminated  the  last  salmon, 
and  practically  in  all  has  contributed  to  reduce 
more  or  less  the  quantity  of  salmon  as  well  as  of 
other  fish. 

“  Altogether,  this  pollution  of  the  rivers  is  with¬ 
out  comparison  the  most  serious  difficulty  with 
which  the  salmon  rivers  of  England  have  to  con¬ 
tend  at  present.  And  with  the  constant  increase 
of  the  population,  and  the  ever  advancing  develop¬ 
ment  of  England’s  multifarious  industries  and 
mining  operations,  it  is  as  likely  as  not  that  the 
salmon  fisheries  will  have  to  give  way,  and  the 
salmon  will  disappear  from  many  of  the  rivers 
where  they  are  still  to  be  found  in  numbers. 

“  Of  course,  it  would  here  be  impossible  to  give 
a  full  description  of  the  different  kinds  of  pollu¬ 
tion  from  which  the  English  rivers  suffer,  and  of 
their  effects  on  the  salmon  fisheries. 

“  Such  a  description  would  require  many 
volumes.  I  shall  therefore  limit  myself  to  point¬ 
ing  out  several  of  the  causes  of  pollution  most  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  salmon  fisheries,  especially  as  far 
fis  concerns  some  of  the  most  important  to  salmon 
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rivers.  In  the  first  instance  it  should  be  re¬ 
marked  that  all  the  English  salmon  rivers  of  any 
importance  have  their  sources  in  one  of  three 
following  ranges : — (1)  The  Pennine  range,  which 
extends  from  the  Grampian  mountains  on  the 
borders  of  Scotland  southwards  to  Derbyshire  ; 
(2)  the  Welsh  range,  which  likewise  runs  from 
north  to  south  ;  and  (3)  the  ridge  which,  under 
the  names  of  Dartmoor  and  Exmoor,  extends  east 
and  west  through  Cornwall,  Devonshire  and 
Somersetshire.  In  the  Pennine  range  rise  the 
Eden,  Lune  and  Ribble  towards  the  west ;  the 
Tyne,  Wear,  Tees,  and  the  so-called  Yorkshire 
rivers,  which,  through  the  Ouse  and  Trent,  unite 
in  the  Humber  towards  the  east. 

On  the  eastern  slope  of  Wales  rise  the  Dee, 
Severn,  Wye  and  Usk  ;  and  on  the  west  side  the 
Towy  and  Teifi.  From  the  third  of  the  said  ranges 
flow  the  Taw  and  Torridge  towards  the  north  ; 
and  towards  the  south  the  Dart,  Tamar  and 
Exe. 

“Among  these  eighteen  rivers,  which  include 
all  the  more  important  streams  in  England,  there 
are  only  three — the  Lune,  Taw  and  Torridge — 
which  are  not  seriously  polluted.” 

( To  be  continued.) 


SUTHERLAND  LOCHS. 

By  John  Young. 

Loch  Beannoch. — This  well-known  locli  lies 
almost  due  north  of  Lairg,  from  which  it  is  distant 
about  five  miles.  Walking  at  a  good  pace  over 
the  moor,  this  distance  may  be  covered  in  an  hour 
and  a-lialf;  driving  to  Dalmichie  (five  miles),  a 
walk  of  twenty  minutes  will  suffice.  The  imme¬ 
diate  surroundings  are  of  the  usual  moorland 
character,  but  a  splendid  view  of  several  of  the 
loftier  Sutherland  mountains  (Ben  More,  Ben 
Stack,  Ben  Hee,  Ben  Clebrig)  impresses  the 
visitor  very  favourably.  Its  extreme  length  is 
fully  a  mile,  its  breadth  nearly  a  mile ;  a  small 
feeder  joins  its  north  east  corner  ;  the  Beannoch 
burn  drains  its  surplus  water  into  the  Terry.  It 
has  two  or  three  well-known  bays,  the  Black  Bay 
at  the  south-east  end  being  particularly  well 
defined.  The  shores  are  sandy  or  shingly,  except 
the  eastern  one,  which  is  of  a  soft  mossy  nature. 
Near  the  centre  a  shallow  ridge  extends  for  30yds. 
or  40yds.,  and  in  very  dry  seasons  some  of  the 
larger  stones  come  into  view.  It  has  two  small 
islands. 

Loch  Beannoch  is  au  excellent  angling  loch,  the 
best  in  the  Lairg  district,  which  is  free  to  visitors 
at  Lairg  Hotel.  The  trout  are  of  excellent 
quality  and  average  nearly  lib. ;  some,  indeed, 
weigh  up  to  3lb.  and  41b.  each.  Average  baskets 
range  from  101b.  to  161b.,  among  the  best  takes 
beiug  twenty-two  trout,  201b.  ;  eighteen  trout, 
lttlb. ;  eighteen  trout,  18|lb.  ;  sixteen  trout,  17ilb. ; 
seventeen  trout,  I5£lb.  ;  and  eleven  trout,  151b. 
June  and  July  are  the  best  months,  although  very 
good  sport  is  to  be  had  during  August  and  the 
whole  of  September  in  favourable  weather.  The 
favourite  killing  flies  are— Zulu,  March  Brown, 
Scarlet  aud  Teal,  and  Heather  Moth  (light  and 
dark).  Trolling  with  sunken  flies  has  been  tried 
with  fair  success  ;  trolling  with  minnow  is 
impracticable  on  account  of  the  limited  depth  of 
water.  An  angler’s  ideal  day  for  Beannoch  is  an 
afternoon  in  June  or  July  ;  a  south  west  wind, 
gentle  to  moderate  in  strength ;  a  sky  partly 
obscured  with  clouds,  and  with  the  sun  breaking 
out  at  intervals  ;  a  boat  managed  by  a  young 
expert  gillie  drifting  slowly  to  or  from  the  central 
ridge,  round  one  of  the  bays  some  30yds.  or  40yds. 
from  the  shore,  or  near  the  islands.  As  showing 
the  excellence  of  the  feeding  it  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  that  in  1888  it  yielded  two  hundred  and 
seventy  trout,  weighing  1961b.  ;  in  1889,  two 
hundred  trout,  1281b.  ;  and  in  1890,  four  hundred 
trout,  3251b.— a  total  basket  in  three  years  of 
eight  hundred  and  seventy  trout,  aggregating 
6491b. 

Loch-nam-fuar-leachd. — This  loch  is  situated 
on  a  flat  moor  about  eight  miles  north  of  Lairg, 
aud  may  be  reached  by  driving  six  miles  and  then 
walking  about  two  miles.  It  is  free  to  visitors  at 
Lairg  Hotel,  and  is  justly  famed  as  a  loch  on 
which  a  good  basket  maybe  made.  During  May, 
June,  and  July,  which  are  regarded  as  the  surest 
mmths,  an  angler  should  kill  from  twenty  to  forty 
trout,  averaging  nearly  ',1b.  Fishing  off  the  south 
shore,  a  good  breeze  blowing  from  the  south, 


south-west,  or  west,  trout  up  to  l&lb.  in  weight 
have  been  landed.  Flies  to  be  recommended  are 
Zulu,  Scarlet  and  Teal,  and  Hecham-Ptcham.  It 
is  over  400yds.  in  breadth  by  about  three-quarti  rs 
of  a  mile  in  length.  The  feeding  is  very  superior, 
and,  being  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  wauL 
of  the  present  stock  of  trout,  some  two  or  threo 
thousand  Loch  Leven  yearlings  from  the  Duke  o! 
Sutherland’s  Brora  hatchery  have  been  added 
last  spring.  Its  superfluous  water  is  carried  by 
the  Fuar  Loch  Burn  into  the  Terry,  aud  it  lia- 
a  sort  of  swampy,  marshy  connection  with  Loch- 
nam-fuar-letchd  lying  half-a-mile  to  the  south¬ 
east.  This  loch  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference, 
and  must  be  fished  from  the  shore,  as  there  is  no 
boat.  The  trout  are  few  iu  number,  but  for 
average  weight  cannot  be  equalled.  Early  last 
season  a  local  angler  hooked  a  lovely  trout,  which, 
after  giving  grand  play  for  a  considerable  time, 
broke  away  with  the  greater  part  of  his  casting 
line.  Its  weight  could  not  be  much  under  71b. 
In  July,  1888,  an  angler  from  Lairg  Hotel  was 
successful  in  landing  six,  weighing  221b.  A  visit, 
almost  certain  to  result  in  the  capture  of  one  or 
more  of  the  doughty  denizens  of  Little  Fuar  Locb, 
should  be  timed  for  a  showery  day  in  early  May, 
with  a  half  gale  blowing  from  the  south-west.  If 
later  in  the  season,  they  are  rarely  seen  to  move 
and  less  rarely  known  to  accept  any  lure. 

In  the  basin  of  the  Fleet  within  easy  access 
from  Lairg  are  lochs  Cracail  Mor  and  Cracail  Beg, 
and  in  the  basin  of  the  Evelix  is  Loch  Larc. 

Cracail  Mor.— This  fine  trouting  loch  is 
picturesquely  situated  in  a  fan-shaped  hollow, 
with  a  hill  of  the  same  name  rising  from  its 
southern  shore,  and  is  about  four  miles  in  a  south¬ 
easterly  direction  from  Lairg.  When  crossing, 
en  route,  the  high  ridge  forming  part  of  the  water¬ 
shed  between  the  Shin  and  E’leet  valleys,  a 
magnificent  view  is  obtained  of  Loch  Shin,  the 
queen  of  Sutherland  lochs,  “  in  all  her  length  far 
winding,”  and  of  towering  bens  to  the  west  and 
north-west.  Loch  Cracail  has  a  length  of  fully 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  a  breadth  of  some 
440  yds.  It  is  of  good  average  depth,  except  at 
the  upper  and  lower  ends,  which  are  weedy  and 
shallow.  The  feeding  is  very  good,  and  the  additiou 
to  the  stock  of  trout  of  some  three  thousand  Loch 
Leven  yearlings  last  spring  should,  if  continued 
annually  for  a  few  years,  aud  other  conditions  be 
favourable,  raise  the  angling  reputation  of  Cracail 
to  the  first  rank.  A  much-to-be-regretted  fact, 
however,  is  that  it,  as  well  as  other  lochs  iu  Lairg 
district,  is  poached  during  the  spawning  season 
(the  despoiler  doing  incalculably  more  harm 
during  one  visit  than  the  legitimate  angling  of  a 
season  does)  and  “ottered”  at  other  times— the 
latter  proceeding  accounting  in  part,  at  least,  for 
the  shyness  with  which  its  trout  rise  to  the  fly. 
The  trout  are  of  a  fine  bright  colour,  which  is 
probably  due  to  the  crystal  clearness  of  the  water 
and  kind  of  bottom.  Their  general  average  is 
three  to  the  pound.  Numbers,  however,  are 
caught  of  Mb.,  lib.,  aud  up  to  Hlb.  They  come 
into°condition  early  in  May,  aud  very  good  sport 
is  got  during  June,  July,  and  August,  and  in 
favourable  weather  to  the  end  of  September. 
The  favourably  regarded  atmospheric  conditions 
are — a  cloudy  sky  and  a  stiffish  south-westerly 
breeze.  Given,  however,  an  ideal  day  and  a  good 
angler,  the  result,  however  to  be  explained  or 
accounted  for,  has  not  unfrequently  been  very  dis¬ 
appointing  ;  while  on  days  the  most  unfavourable 
from  an  angler’s  point  of  view  which  could  be 
selected,  first-rate  sport  lias  often  been  obtained. 
The  trout  take  all  over  the  loch,  but  sure  and 
favourite  drifts  are  along  the  northern  shore,  and 
round  the  bays  and  cairn  towards  the  east  end. 
During  the  forenoon  aud  up  to  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  is  the  best  time  of  day  ;  at  least, 
it  is  generally  little  use  staying  later  than  four  if 
nothing  has  been  done  earlier  in  the  day.  A 
special  fly  for  this  loch  is  a  Claret-body  and  a 
Grouse- wing;  other  favourites  are— -Zulu,  March 
Brown,  and  Hecliam-Pecham.  It  is  sometimes 
fished  from  Inveran  and  Invcrshin  Hotels,  but 
Lairg  Hotel,  only,  provides  a  boat,  without  which 
fishing  Cracail  is  “  no  good.”.  It  has  two  small 
feeders,  and  a  big  drain  joins  it  with 

Loch  Cracail  Beg,  a  quarter-of-a-mile  to  the 
south-east.  Little  Cracail  is  oval-shaped,  being 
half-a-mile  long  by  a  quarter-of-a-mile  broad.  It 
contains  trout  of  excellent  quality,  averaging  from 

Ub.  to  Jib.  bas  n0  boat>  a  want  wbicb  ,ifc  is 
hoped  next  season  will  make  good,  and  is  difficult 


to  fish  from  the  shore,  owing  to  tho  marshy, 
muddy  nature  of  its  best  bays.  A  few  years  ago. 
an  angling  party  succeeded,  with  much  difficulty, 
in  dragging  or  carrying  tho  coble  from  the  upper 
loch,  on  which  they  were  having  little  or  no  sport, 
and  having  “  launched  out  into  the  deep,”  were 
rewarded  by  making,  in  a  few  hours,  a  basket  of 
over  201b.  of  lovely  trout.  The  trout  are  naturally 
shy,  and  being  well  fed,  angling  to  be  productive 
of  big  takes  should  bo  prosecuted  early  iu  the 
season.  The  angler  is  recommended  to  uso  small 
flies  of  the  usual  range  and  fine  tackle,  aud  to 
strike  smartly. 

On  small  alts  (burns)— feeders  of  the  Upper 
Brora  and  Blackwater  rivers — are  the  following 
very  good  trouting  lochs,  viz.,  Gins  Loch  and  Little 
Gins  Loch,  Loch  Dhu,  Lock  na-bree-beg,  Loch- na- 
mealla-lia,  Luch-na-slugid,  and  Loch-an-coin  :  Loch 
Beannoch  and  Loch  Gann — lochs  accessible  to  tho 
tourist  angler  from  Lairg  onlg,  and  necessitating 
in  the  first  instance  a  nine  miles  drive  to 
Dalnessie. 

Glas  Loch. — Of  tho  above-mentioned  lochs 
this  one  deserves  first  place,  both  on  account  of 
its  size,  and  its  excellent  trouting'reputation.  It  is 
over  a  mile  in  length  by  about  half-a-mile  in 
breadth,  filling  a  deep  hollow  with  the  usual  moor¬ 
land  surroundings,  but  from  which,  standing 
prominently  out  among  many  smaller  eminences, 
are  seen  Ben  Armin  to  the  north,  and  Ben  Cle¬ 
brig  to  the  north-west.  It  is  reached  from 
Dalnessie,  by  crossing  the  moor  iu  a  north-easterly 
direction,  a  distance  of  fully  four  miles,  passing 
Loch -na-bree-beg  about  half-way,  or  by  following 
the  left  bank,  first  of  the  Brora  Water,  aud  then 
of  tho  Crown  Alt,  the  latter  burn  draining  its 
surplus  water  aud  that  of  Little  Glas  Loch  into 
the  larger  stream.  It  has  no  boat,  and  being 
shallow  near  the  shores,  which  are  sandy  and 
shiugly  and  free  from  weeds,  in  order  to  fish  it  to 
purpose  waders  are  necessary.  During  May, 
June,  aud  July,  a  moderate  westerly  or  south¬ 
westerly  wind  blowing,  trout  take  freely  almost 
any  kind  of  fly,  and  at  any  time  of  day.  They 
are  full  of  game  and  of  excellent  quality,  and  are 
caught  up  to  41b.  each.  The  best  basket  made  on 
this  loch  last  season  (1890)  was  forty-four  trout, 
averaging  Jib-  to  Jib  ,  and  four  char,  31b.  fho 
latter  were  of  a  bright  silvery  colour  with  small 
spots  of  pink  and  were  caught  at  the  north-east 
end.  From  it  a  small  stream  runs  into 

Little  Glas  Locii,  which  is  situated  quite  half- 
a-mile  to  the  west.  This  locha/i  is  nearly  round,  its 
circumference  being  about  a  mile  aud  a-lialf.  It 
contains  no  char,  aud  its  trout  run  smaller,  aud 
are  of  a  darker  colour  than  those  of  Glas  loch  mor. 
Takes  of  from  thirty  to  forty  trout,  weighing  from 
121b.  to  161b  ,  are  by  no  means  uncommon,  aud 
the  earlier  in  the  season  the  surer  the  basket. 
These  lochs  are  fished  so  seldom  that  iu  the 
matter  of  flies,  the  kind  of  day,  determining  their 
size  and  colour,  need  only  be  considered. 

Loch  Dhu  is  some  300yds.  broad  by  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  aud  is  fully  a  mile  in 
a  southerly  direction  from.  Glas  Loch,  the  nature 
of  its  banks  aud  bottom — mossy — accounts  for  its 
name — Loch  Dhu ,  the  Black  Loch  and  for  the 
dark  colour  of  its  trout.  It  is,  notwithstanding, 
a  fine  angling  loch,  and  on  almost  any  decent 
day  from  May  to  the  month  of  August  will  yield  a 
basket  of  from  two  to  five  dozen  trout,  three  to 
the  pound. 

Loch  na  bree  beg  lies  about  three  miles  in  a 
north-easterly  direction  from  Dalnessie.  This 
lochan  is  some  600yds.  long,  about  150yds.  broad, 
aud  teems  with  trout  of  good  sporting  size,  their 
general  run  being  about  three  to  the  pound.  It 
is  easily  fished  from  the  shore,  being  quite  deep 
at  the  edges.  Baskets  of  from  forty  to  fifty  good 
trout  have  been  taken  off. 

Loch  na-mealla-lia  lies  to  the  south-east  of 
Loch  na-bree-beg,  and  about  two  miles  from  Dal¬ 
nessie.  It  has  a  circumference  of  about  a  mile; 
its  trout  are  numerous,  but  from  its  weedy  nature 
fishing  off  shore  is  difficult.  Good  trout,  however, 
are  picked  up  among  the  weeus. 

Loch  na  slugid  has  a  circumference  of  about 
a  mile  and  a-lialf,  and  lies  in  an  easterly  direction 
from  Dalnessie,  from  which  it  is  distant  by  about 
three  miles  Its  south  aud  west  shores  are  weedy  ; 
its  trout  run  about  three  to  the  pound, 

Loch  an  eoin  is  fully  five  mde3  in  a  som.  - 
easterly  direction  from'Dalnessie,  and  like  Loclis 
na-bree-beg,  na-mealla-lia  and  n  i-slugid  is  connecjed 
with  the  Coir/rose  burn  which  joins  the  Black- 
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water  near  Dalvic.  Its  trout  give  very  good  sport 
from  June  to  the  end  of  August.  It  measures 
about  two  miles  round  about. 

Loch  Beannoch. — This  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water, 
connected  with  the  Brora  by  Alt  a-vuilt ,  and  dis¬ 
tant  from  Dalnessie  some  three  miles.  It  is  over 
a  mile  in  length,  with  a  breadth  of  about  half  a 
mile,  has  two  small  islands,  and  a  fine  shingly 
bottom  ;  and  is  altogether  free  of  weeds.  It  con¬ 
tains  excellent  sporting,  pink-fleshed  trout,  averag¬ 
ing  quite  Rb.,  and  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the 
south  or  west,  an  angler  is  sure  of  a  201b.  basket 
on  any  day  during  June,  July,  and  August.  Zulus 
and  grey-bodied  flies  take  very  well. 

Loch  Ganu  lies  about  two  miles  south-east  of 
Loch  Beannoch.  As  a  trouting  loch,  Oanu  is 
well  known  for  the  number  and  excellence  of  its 
trout.  Alt-an-eisk  (the  burn  for  fishing)  drains 
it  into  the  Brora.  It  has  numerous  hays,  and  is 
about  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile  broad.  The 
trout  take  best  on  a  breezy  afternoon.  Sea  trout 
make  their  way  up  to  it  towards  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  Baskets  of  three  and  four  dozen  are  the 
average  on  good  days. 


EPISODES  IN  SALMON  FISHING, 
PORTNA,  IRELAND,  1838. 

Reminiscences  by  a  Veteran  Angler 

July  18, 1888. — At  dinner  (when  with  Mr.  O.)  we 
were  alluding  to  the  great  accumulation  of  salmon 
which  we  had  witnessed  in  the  river  Bush,  when 
a  gentleman  present  told  us  one  day  a  Colonel 

- ,  who  held  an  Indian  military  appointment, 

was  staying  with  Miss  D.,  to  whom  he  was  related. 
He  went  to  fish,  and  found  a  large  number  of 
salmon  collected  together — probably  it  might  be 
the  same  place  as  the  one  we  had  described.  So 
he  took  off  the  top  part  of  his  rod,  returned  his  flies 
to  his  fishing  book,  attached  to  his  strong  line  some 
pike  tackle  on  which  were  some  strong  double 
hooks,  above  these  he  wrapped  some  lead  ;  then 
with  this  murderous  implement  all  prepared,  he 
pitched  across  the  pool,  where  it  sank,  when  he 
gave  a  powerful  jerk,  and  hooked  a  salmon,  which 
he  hauled  out  by  main  force.  He  found  this  so 
exciting  that  he  persevered  and  caught  a  large 
number  of  fish. 

Some  one  (probably  a  watcher)  told  Miss  D.  what 

was  going  on  ;  so  when  Colonel - arrived,  almost 

breathless  with  excitement,  he  rushed  up  to  the 
door,  and  loudly  exclaimed,  “  Miss  D.,  I  never  had 
such  sport  in  my  life  ;  never  captured  such  a 
number  of  salmon.  Why,  your  men  will  not  have 
occasion  to  use  the  nets,  for  I  have  caught  sufficient 
fish  to  supply  your  market,  and  have  actually 
hired  a  cart  to  bring  them  home.” 

“  I  am  delighted,  Colonel - ,  that  you  have 

had  such  grand  sport ;  but  the  men  have  been  so 
successful  with  the  nets  to-day,  for  they  captured 
more  salmon  than  can  well  be  used ;  therefore, 

Colonel - ,  you  will  be  obliged  to  retain  all  those 

that  you  have  caught,  for  we  cannot  do  with 
them.  You  know  the  rule  that  the  price  is  not  to 
be  more  than  sixpence  per  pound.” 

The  Colonel  was  quite  flabbergasted  and 
amazed  ;  but  he  could  not  be  so  ill-bred  as  to 
bargain  and  dispute  with  a  lady,  so  Bad  to  fork 
out  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  but  he  took  good  care 
never  to  go  clicking  salmon  again.  After  a  time, 
thinking  this  military  poacher  had  been  sufficiently 
punished,  Miss  D.  remitted  part,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  fine ;  but  it  was  a  lesson  that  the  Colonel 
never  forgot. 

Speaking  of  this  reminds  me  of  an  incident  that 
my  friend  R.  B.,  M.P.  for  Halifax,  related.  He 
was  on  one  occasion  fishing  for  salmon  on  the 
Tweed,  and  he  and  his  friend  were  staying  at  an 
inn  where  the  coaches  changed  horses.  That 
evening  a  stranger  arrived.  He  was  clad  in  a 
most  recherche  fishing  costume,  so  beautifully 
neat  and  trim  that  the  fish  could  not  do  less 
than  admire  him.  He  had  with  him  a  number  of 
new  rods  of  the  most  expensive  description  ;  flies 
of  such  varieties  that  there  were  sufficient  to 
stock  a  tackle  shop  ;  and  he  had  on  a  profusion  of 
rings  sufficiently  brilliant  to  attract  attention  to 
his  fingers.  He  was  very  boastful  of  his  in¬ 
tended  performances,  and  to  listen  to  his  verbosity 
and  conversation,  he  evidently  intended  to  con¬ 
vince  everyone  that  he  was  a  perfect  adept  in  the 
gentle  art. 

Mr.  B.  said:  ‘‘I  and  my  friend  uttered  nothing 
to  destroy  his  self-assurance ;  but  next  morning 


when  we  witnessed  the  first  cast  that  he  made 
with  his  flies  we  saw  at  once  that  a  novice  was 
before  us,  and  although  he  might  score,  we  did 
not  think  that  any  salmon  would  be  taken  from 
its  native  element  by  any  skill  on  the  part  of  this 
self-assured  angler.  At  night  we  met  again,  and 
this  tyro  was  very  verbose  with  the  descriptions 
he  gave  of  how  many  salmon  he  had  nearly  caught, 
but  none  were  produced.  It  was  the  same  next 
day.  On  the  third  morning  when  we  came  down 
to  breakfast  our  fashionable  friend  did  not  make 
his  appearance.  The  landlord  entering  the  room, 
we  told  him  to  send  someone  to  tap  at  the  door  of 
the  overslept  fisherman. 

“  ‘Overslept  himself,  gentlemen?’  quoth  our  host, 
with  a  laugh  on  his  countenance.  ‘  Overslept 
himself  ?  Why,  he  was  down  at  four  o’clock  this 
morning,  and  he  took  his  rod  and  tackle,  and  went 
down  to  the  river  where  the  fishermen  were 
drawing  their  nets. 

“  ‘  They  hauled  up  some  fish,  amongst  which 
was  a  salmon  weighing  about  251b.,  and  which 
the  gentleman  agreed  to  purchase,  and  being  the 
beginning  of  the  season  the  price  was  about  8s. 
per  lb.,  which  he  duly  paid,  and  gave  strict  injun- 
tions  not  to  take  the  salmon  out  of  the  net,  and 
when  they  did,  to  be  careful  how  to  handle  it. 
He  then  told  them  to  insert  the  end  fly  into  its 
jaw,  and  then  to  turn  it  free  over  the  side  of  the 
boat  into  the  river  ;  they  to  accompany  him,  and 
to  watch  the  manner  in  which  he  would  capture 
the  splendid  fish,  which  as  soon  as  it  got  into  its 
native  element  began  gradually  to  become  more 
lively,  and  made  a  rush,  taking  out  many  yards 
of  line,  the  whirring  song  of  the  reel  adding  zest  to 
the  excitement. 

“  ‘  The  fisher  kept  reeling  up  the  line,  when 
there  would  be  another  rush,  and  a  longer  line 
taken  out.  This  was  repeated  many  times,  the 
enraptured  tyro  exclaiming,  “  Is  it  not  glorious 
sport  ?  I  never  felt  so  proud  in  my  life.”  The 
salmon  at  last  began  to  show  symptoms  of  ex¬ 
haustion,  and  was  gradually  drawn  towards  them, 
and  they  expected  soon  to  be  able  to  gaff  it,  when 
suddenly  it  made  a  desperate  plunge,  and  rushed 
across  the  river,  all  efforts  to  stop  it  being  futile. 

“  ‘  The  angler,  hoping  to  stop  it,  held  on  firmly 
with  both  hands  with  that  intention,  when  all  at 
once  the  severe  tension  on  the  rod  relaxed,  and 
it  was  jerked  or  pulled  backwards,  and  the  salmon 
rod  became  upright,  but  the  large  fish  was  gone, 
taking  with  it  the  set  of  flies  and  the  whole 
length  of  the  line,  the  fashionable  novice  having 
forgotten  to  tie  a  knot  at  the  end  of  it.’ 

“  The  landlord  said,  ‘  The  disappointed  and 
unfortunate  angler  immediately  packed  up  his 
rod,  came  here,  packed  his  trunk,  swallowed  a 
hurried  breakfast,  and  left  by  the  early  coach 
this  morning,  telling  me  he  had  urgent  business, 
which  required  him  in  London.  But  was  I  not 
amused  when  one  of  the  fishermen  told  me  (a  short 
time  ago)  the  whole  circumstances  which  had 
occurred  ?  No  doubt  the  gentleman  durst  not 
face  the  laugh  that  would  be  raised  at  his  ex¬ 
pense  when  the  fact  became  known.  What  a 
good  sale  the  fishermen  had  effected,  and  great 
hilarity  was  raised  when  I  related  this  tale.’  ” 

July  19,  1838,  our  kind  friend  Mr.  O.  drove  us 
to  Portna,  on  the  Bann,  near  Kilrea.  We  were 
told  the  night  previous  that  this  was  the  best 
place  for  trout  fishing  in  Ireland.  The  ride  was 
not  particularly  interesting. 

From  Toome  Bridge,  at  the  outlet  of  Lough 
Neagh,  down  to  Coleraine,  the  river  Bann  is  wide 
and  deep  ;  but  at  Portna  and  at  Magherafelt, 
which  is  about  one  or  two  miles  lower  down, 
bands  of  rock  cross  the  country,  causing  sudden 
breaks  in  the  river,  and  forming  rapid  and  splen¬ 
did  streams.  These  cannot  be  netted  owing  to 
the  tortuous  and  swift-running  channels,  except 
in  a  few  places.  The  consequence  is,  enormous 
numbers  of  trout  frequent  these  places,  which 
are  always  replenished  from  the  deep  waters 
above  in  the  river  or  from  below. 

At  Portna,  a  neat-looking  new  house,  with  green 
Venetian  blinds,  had  been  erected.  It  looked  very 
cozy  and  comfortable ;  we  found  the  cooking 
very  fair,  and  our  appetites  very  good,  but  the 
fleas  were  so  numerous  and  voracious,  the  process 
of  phlebotomy  we  afterwards  underwent  was  not 
very  soothing,  nor  did  it  add  to  our  repose  when 
we  retired  to  our  tantalizing  couches  at  night. 

This  recalls  to  my  recollection  an  event  which 
occurred  at  this  place  a  few  years  afterwards, 
and  as  it  might  escape  notice  I  will  allude  to  it 


now.  I  and  two  friends  went  to  fish  here  for  a 
few  days  ;  a  person  was  with  us  who  was  very 
near-sighted,  so  much  so  that  he  could  not  dis¬ 
tinguish  what  he  had  on  his  dinner  plate  without 
the  aid  of  glasses,  and  he  had  been  so  punished 
since  he  came  to  Ireland  in  the  accommodation 
at  various  places,  that  he  became  selfish  in  the 
selection  of  his  sleeping  apartment. 

We  had  hired  an  outside  Irish  car  and  drove  to 
Portna,  where  we  intended  to  stay  a  few  days. 
As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  the  door,  the  near¬ 
sighted  gentleman  sprang  to  the  ground  and 
rushed  into  the  house  and  hurried  up  stairs ;  then 
he  returned  to  us  with  the  exclamation — “  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  I  have  selected  the  bedroom 
where  I  intend  to  sleep.”  This  proved  to  be  the 
very  double-bedded  room  which  I  and  a  friend 
had  occupied  before,  and  we  were  so  bitten  by 
fleas  that  we  vowed  we  would  never  occupy  it 
again  if  we  could  possibly  avoid  it,  so  we  got  a 
double-bedded  room  adjoining,  and  we  all  retired 
at  the  proper  time  to  attempt  to  obtain  some 
rest. 

About  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,  just  as 
day  was  breaking,  we  were  disturbed  by  stamping 
and  utterances  bitter  and  loud.  Recognizing  the 
voice  I  got  out  of  bed,  went  softly  in  the  passage ; 
the  door  of  the  adjoining  bedroom  was  slightly 
ajar,  so  I  pushed  it  more  open,  and  there  was  the 
near-sighted  gentleman.  He  had  taken  off  his 
night-dress,  and  the  sole  and  only  covering  he 
had  on  was  a  pair  of  spectacles  He  was  moving 
about  and  scrubbing  first  one  shoulder,  then  the 
other,  with  his  hair  brush.  My  friend  came  aud 
we  were  convulsed  with  laughter,  when  he 
exclaimed,  “  Oh,  shall  I  not  be  delighted  and 
thankful  when  we  get  again  into  a  Christian 
country  ? ” 


EXTRAORDINARY  GROWTH  OF  CARP, 
PIKE,  AND  OTHER  FISH  IN  PONDS. 

(  Continued  from  page  55.) 

Tench  he  finds  to  be  very  slow  growers,  and 
he  has  a  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  water 
suits  them  best.  One  year  he  had  them  up  to 
21b.,  but  they  were  so  much  sought  after  he  was 
induced  to  allow  all  the  best  to  be  sold,  and  there 
are  now  not  many  of  above  lib.  The  last  has  been 
an  unusually  favourable  breeding  season  for  them, 
aud  at  least  ten  thousand  have  been  thus  added  to 
bis  stock.  He  considers  them,  for  the  table,  by  far 
the  best  fish  in  his  waters,  being  firm  aud  full- 
flavoured,  without  the  least  taint  of  mud,  so  much 
so  indeed  that  they  are  found  to  be  better  plain 
boiled  than  dressed  in  any  other  way.  The  carp 
are  also  extremely  good  in  quality,  having  a  curd 
like  salmon,  aud  their  condition,  when  in  season, 
being  such  that  the  under  side  of  one  of  four  or 
five  pounds  ordinarily  exhibits  a  coating  of  fat 
perhaps  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  .  . 

If  on  a  fine  calm  summer  night  you  visit  a  piece 
of  water  well  stocked  with  carp,  especially  if  its 
sides  be  perpendicular  and  faced  with  brick,  aud 
the  fish  be  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  feed, 
you  will  probably  hear  every  now  and  then  a  long 
drawn  sucking  noise,  followed  by  one  as  of  blow¬ 
ing.  These  are  occasionally  so  loud  and  striking 
that  although  I  imagined  them  to  proceed  from 
carp,  yet  I  could  scarcely  persuade  myself  that 
such  was  the  case  until  i  had  lain  down  on  the 
grass,  and  succeeded  in  touching  them  with  my 
hand  whilst  in  the  very  act  of  producing  them. 

They  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  ascribable  to  the 
carp’s  habit,  while  “  priming  ”  along  the  edges  of 
ponds  at  night,  of  sucking  in  from  the  interstices 
among  the  bricks,  &c.,  any  insects  which  may  be 
lurking  there,  and  which  he  could  not  otherwise 
get  within  reach  of  his  mouth,  and  afterwards 
rejecting  any  substances  which  may  not  suit  him, 
all  “  between  wind  and  water,”  as  a  sailor  would 
say.  The  fact  that  these  noises  are  louder,  more 
prolonged,  and  more  frequent  in  a  pond  faced  with 
brickwork  than  in  one  the  sides  of  which  slope 
off  gradually  and  present  a  comparatively  even 
surface,  seems  to  lead  to  this  conclusion. 

Having  noted  for  some  years  the  days  when  the 
carp  were  spawning  in  several  ponds  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  I  find,  on  comparing  my  notes  on  the 
subject,  the  earliest  of  these  days  to  have  been 
May  19,  the  latest  July  3.  The  time  of  spawning 
seems  to  depend  much  on  the  mildness  or  back¬ 
wardness  of  the  spring,  and  also  on  the  position 
of  the  water,  the  carp  being  always  earlier  in  a 
mild  than  in  a  cold  season,  and  also  earlier  in 
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sheltered  ponds  than  in  those  which  are  exposed 
to  currents  of  wind,  and  where  the  water  is  colder, 
in  consequence  of  its  depth,  or  the  influx  of  a 
spring.  I  have,  for  instance,  found  carp  spawning 
in  the  same  pond  as  early,  after  a  mild  spring,  as 
May  30,  and,  after  a  backward  one,  as  late  as 
July  1 ;  and,  again,  in  the  same  year,  I  have  seen 
them  spawning  in  a  sheltered  pond  on  May  19, 
and  in  a  comparatively  exposed  and  deep  one  on 
July  1,  the  ponds  being  supplied  by  the  same  run 
of  water,  and  only  about  a  third  of  a  mile  apart, 
the  lower  of  the  two  being  the  earlier.  My  obser¬ 
vations  would  lead  me  to  conclude  that  the  process 
of  spawning  with  carp  does  not  generally  occupy 
more  than  a  couple  of  days,  and  that  it  is  often 
performed  in  one.  There  are,  however,  occasional 
exceptions,  as  I  have  seen  it  going  on  in  the  same 
pond  on  June  3,  and  again  on  the  9th  of  the  same 
month. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that— in  shallow  ponds 
particularly — a  great  part  of  the  spawn  is  devoured 
by  water-birds,  and  that  small  fish— roach,  for 
instance — are  also  very  destructive  to  it.  Having 
one  day,  after  watching  the  carp  spawning,  taken 
up  a  position  in  a  summer-house  hard  by,  I  saw 
fly  into  the  pond  four  mallards,  which  within  a 


of  such  company,  I  invariably  found  them  to  be 
suffering  from  these  parasites.  When  in  this  state 
they  rapidly  lose  condition,  and  sometimes  become 
so  poor  and  weak  that  they  will  suffer  themselves 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  water  with  the  hand. 

I  know  of  two  instances  where  dace  have  been 
caught  with  a  spinning-bait,  not  hooked  foul,  but 
fairly  in  the  mouth.  One  of  these  was  by  Mr. 
Gould,  the  fishing  tackle  maker,  in  the  Colne  ; 
the  other  by  a  brother  of  mine  in  a  piece  of  water 
in  Hampshire  ;  the  bait  in  the  latter  case  being  a 
German  silver  Kill-devil,  and  the  dace  not  above 
6in.  or  7in.  in  length.  But  a  friend  of  mine,  a 
good  fisherman,  and  whose  word  cannot  be 
doubted,  assures  me  that  he  did  a  much  more 
extraordinary  thing,  having,  whilst  fishing  in  the 
canal,  near  Waverley  Abbey,  Hants,  actually 
caught,  with  a  live  minnow ,  a  carp  weighing  about 
three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

The  dace  were  probably  allured  by  the  glitter 
of  the  bait,  and  may  have  taken  it  for  sport,  or  to 
ascertain  what  it  was,  for  I  apprehend  that  they 
never  really  feed  upon  small  fry ;  but  the  carp 
must  (have  taken  the  minnow  deliberately,  and, 
from  that  circumstance,  I  should  conclude  that 
they  do  occasionally,  either  when  pressed  by 


1  shire,  and  finding  tliat:the*trout|evinced  a|decided 
preference  for^this,'I  putjup’anotherlas  a  stretcher 
i  tied  by  him  at  (the!  same  (time^and  to  the  same 
j  pattern,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  exactly  similar 
to  it.  They  would  not,  however,  look  at«this  one, 
but  continued  taking  the  other  freely/even  after 
it  was  chewed  to  ribbons — the  hackle  unwound 
and  hanging  an  inch  helow  the  hook — until  at 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  silk  following  its  ex¬ 
ample,  I  was  obliged  to  discard  the  fly  altogether. 
I  replaced  it  with  another  of  the  same  lot,  but  the 
|  great  attraction  was  gone.  Besides  proving  their 
penchant  for  a  particular  shade  of  colour  and  their 
indifference  to  mere  form,  this  incident  also  shows 
the  great  nicety  of  sight  possessed  by  trout.  On 
this  occasion,  out  of  two  and  a-half  dozen  which 
I  caught  whilst  I  had  these  Palmers  up,  at  least 
two  dozen  and  two  fell  to  the  share  of  the  favourite 
bob. — From  “  Stray  Notes  on  Fishimj  and  Natural 
History,''  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


The  trout  began  to  spawn  in  December  in  the 
Wandle,  and  have  not  quite  finished  yet.  The 
river  Wandle  has  not  been  frozen  at  all  all 
through  the  recent  great  frost. 


David  Cox.  Pinxt. 


FLY-FISHING  ON  THE  WYE  AT  HADDON  HALL. 


[E.  Radcliffe,  Sculpt. 


From  4:  The  Sporting  Review,”  June,  1810. 


minute  or  two  were  busily  engaged  with  their 
heads  under  water  exactly  where  I  had  seen  the 
carp.  In  a  very  short  time  they  were  joined  by  a 
moor-hen,  who  also  immediately  went  eagerly  to 
work  at  the  same  place. 

I  had  at  one  time,  by  constantly  feeding  the 
roach  in  one  of  these  ponds,  brought  them  to 
such  a  degree  of  tameness  that  they  would  take 
bread  out  of  my  fingers,  and  play  round  and 
through  them  in  scores.  Generally  they  were 
collected  in  numbers,  waiting  to  be  fed  at  their 
accustomed  breakfast  time ;  but  I  noticed  that 
while  the  carp  were  engaged  in  spawning  only 
two  or  three  made  their  appearance,  and  even 
they  would  scarcely  look  at  the  bread  which  I 
offered  them,  being  doubtless  gorged  with  carp 
spawn.  I  have,  indeed,  not  unfrequently  detected 
them  apparently  in  the  very  act,  observing  them 
at  intervals  dashing  rapidly  about,  close  in  the 
wake  of  carp  which  were  engaged  in  spawning. 
But  if  roach  do — as  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
—thus  make  free  with  the  spawn  of  carp,  yet  I 
suspect  they  are  useful  to  the  parent  fish  in 
relieving  them  from  water-lice,  with  which  they 
are  occasionally  much  infested.  This  suspicion  is 
grounded  on  the  fact  that  having  seen  carp  on  the 
surface,  with  roach  swimming  closely  round  them, 
and  on  several  occasions  by  foul  hooking  or  other¬ 
wise  managed  to  take,  them  from  out  of  the  middle 


hunger  or  from  a  morbid  appetite,  take  a  minnow 
or  so  by  way  of  a  change. 

I  once  caught  an  eel  with  a  fly.  This,  however, 
sounds  so  very  extraordinary  that,  in  order  to  save 
my  character  for  veracity,  I  must  mention  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  occurred.  I  had 
been  fishing  in  a  pond  for  roach  with  the  natural 
fly,  when,  inhospitably  wishing  to  “  shirk  ’’  a  party 
of  visitors  whom  I  saw  driving  up  to  the  house  by 
an  approach  which  commanded  my  position,  I  put 
down  my  rod,  leaving  the  fly  in  the  water.  On 
my  return,  I  found  it  had  been  gorged  by  an  eel — 
not  a  large  one,  but  still  quite  large  enough  to 
swear  by. 

It  is  pretty  generally  known  that  perch  will 
occasionally  take  a  fly.  Although  they  will  rarely 
do  so  in  rivers,  yet  in  ponds  not  only  is  such  a 
circumstance  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  but 
the  fly  is  actually  sometimes  one  of  the  best  baits 
that  can  be  used  for  them.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
a  friend  of  mine  one  day  caught  in  this  way  in 
Little  Frencham  Pond,  not  far  from  Farnham, 
sixty-five  perch,  averaging  about  a  pound  each  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  another  rod,  also  fishing  with 
the  fly — a  bright;  sh  one.  such  as  you  would  use  for 
sea  trout — caught  there  between  801b.  and  901b. 
weight  of  perch,  besides  a  jack  of  about  61b. !  .  .  . 

I  had  up  as  a  bob  a  small  greyish-brown  Palmer 
made  by  one  Godden,  at  Whitchurch,  in  Hamp- 


|  FLY-FISHING  ON  THE  WYE  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO. 

We  give  our  readers  this  week  a  charming 
little  picture  of  fly-fishing  fifty  years  ago.  The 
augler  is  holding  the  rod  in  a  lazy  sort  of  way,  as 
though  giving  his  arm  a  rest— not  an  impossible 
way,  as  some  may  imagine  without  trying  it. 
Lots  of  our  readers  are  looking  forward  to  days 
on  the  lovely  Derbyshire  Wye,  and,  if  the  printer 
prints  it  properly,  this  little  scene  will  whet  their 
appetite  still  further. 


Lochleven  Angling  Association. — Appoint¬ 
ment  of  Manager. — Most  of  our  readers  will 
regret  to  learn  that  Captain  G.  W.  Hall,  who  has 
acted  for  the  past  sixteen  years  as  manager  of  the 
Lochleven  fishings,  has  tendered  his  resignation 
owing  to  failing  health.  On  Friday  the  directors 
met  in  the  office  of  the  secretary,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  minute  an  expression  of  their  utmost 
satisfaction  at  his  long  and  faithful  services  and 
their  deep  regret  at  his  leaving  their  service 
through  declining  health.  The  question  of 
appointing  a  successor  was  then  brought  up,  when 
Mr.  John  Whyte  was  unanimously  appointed,  and 
who  enters  on  his  new  duties  in  March  next.— 
Robert  B.  Laing. 
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A  NIGHT’S  LEISTERING  IN 
YARROW. 

By  A  Spectator. 

Who  has  not  heard  cf  that  classic  pastoral 
stream,  the  Yarrow,  famed  in  verse  and  prose  by 
Sir  Walter,  Wordsworth,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd, 
Professor  Wilson  (the  immortal  Christopher 
North  of  the  “  Noctes  ”),  and  many  other  writers 
of  minor  note  ?  Very  few  of  my  readers,  I  fancy. 

The  incidents  I  am  about  to  relate  happened  on 
the  Yarrow  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was 
young  and  foolish  ;  and  although  I  have  no  sym¬ 
pathy  whatever  with  poaching  in  any  shape  or 
form,  either  by  land  or  water,  still,  when  the 
opportunity  of  being  eye-witness  to  a  night’s 
salmon  leistering  presented  itself  quite  unex¬ 
pectedly,  I  oould  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
being  a  speotator,  and  so,  like  many  a  more 
worthy  man  before  me,  I  pocketed  my  scruples 
for  the  time  being  in  order  to  see  what  this  sport 
really  was  like. 

My  excuses  may  seem  very  lame  to  the  “  unco’ 
guid,”  and  doubtless  they  are  so  ;  but  as  they  are 
all  I  have  to  offer  in  extenuation,  I  can  only  cry 
“  peccavi,”  and  proceed  to  my  tale. 

In  the  upper  feeders  of  the  Tweed,  of  which  the 
Yarrow,  flowing  out  of  St.  Mary’s  Loch,  forms 
one,  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  only  to  be  found 
as  a  rule  during  October  and  November,  and  fly¬ 
fishing  being  of  little  avail,  is  very  seldom 
practised;  but  other  means  of  capture  are  resorted 
to  by  the  hardy  inhabitants  of  these  remote 
valleys.  The  natives  still  possess  a  strong  spice 
of  the  old  Border  spirit,  and  although  they  would 
scorn  to  infringe  the  ground  game  laws,  they  can  see 
little  wrong  in  trying  how  a  salmon  tastes  when  the 
chance  offers.  The  Tweed  Commissioners,  at  the 
time  of  my  story,  found  quite  enough  to  do  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  main  river  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
principal  tributaries,  and  so  very  little  attention 
was  paid  to  the  more  remote  upland  waters, 
although  occasionally  a  raid  was  made  by  the 
bailiffs  and  sometimes  a  capture  effected,  but  this 
was  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

The  weapon  principally  employed  by  these 
sturdy  Borderers  is  the  leister,  or  “  waster,"  as 
Sir  Walter  terms  it,  when  he  describes  a  night’s 
sport  of  this  kind  in  chapter  xxvi.  of  “  Guy 
Mannering.”  This  leister  is  a  four-pronged 
barbed  spear  about  ten  inches  in  width,  and  when 
stuck  on  the  end  of  a  10ft.  ash  pole,  it  forms  a 
very  formidable  weapon  in  the  hands  of  an  ex¬ 
perienced  striker. 

Having  now  premised  my  tale,  I  will  proceed 
to  relate  how  the  opportunity  occurred,  and  I  will 
ask  impartial  readers,  let  them  be  ever  such  fair 
anglers,  given  the  same  temptation,  would  they 
have  been  any  more  proof  than  I  and  my  two 
companions  were  ?  I  trow  not. 

Along  with  these  companions  I  had  driven  up 
the  Yarrow  from  a  neighbouring  town  one  fine, 
clear,  bracing  day  early  in  October  in  order  to 
indulge  in  a  bit  of  pike  trolling  in  St.  Mary’s  Loch 
and  the  Loch  of  the  Lowes.  We  reached  Tibby 
Shiels’  far-famed  hostelry,  lying  snugly  nestling 
among  a  clump  of  trees  on  a  strip  of  meadow  land 
at  the  top  of  St.  Mary’s,  and,  having  seen  our 
horse  comfortably  stabled,  we  got  a  hurried  bite 
ourselves,  and  then  went  out  to  the  cottage  door 
to  get  our  rods  and  tackle  in  order.  While 
so  engaged,  a  tall,  strong,  rugged-looking  man 
approached  from  the  hill-side,  where  he  had  been 
engaged  in  building  a  dyke,  and  in  the  free-and- 
easy  manner  of  a  brother  of  the  “angle”  heat 
once  proceeded  to  inquire  what  sport  we  were 
after  and  where  we  meant  to  “  lay  on.”  We  told 
him,  and  he  decided  to  give  up  work  for  the  day 
and  bear  us  company.  We  soon  learned  that  this 
worthy  was  named  Will  Armstrong,  and  although 
we  had  never  before  met  the  man,  we  had  all 
heard  of  him  as  being  the  best  fisher  in  the  valley 
both  with  rod  and  leister.  So  Will’s  offer  of  com¬ 
pany  was  blithely  accepted,  and  after  cementing 
our  newly-formed  friendship  with  a  dram,  off  we 
all  set  for  a  go  at  the  pike.  Although  the  day 
seemed  favourable  in  every  way,  the  sport  was  of 
no  great  account,  and  only  five  pike  were  landed, 
none  of  them  over  41b. 

The  sport  was  voted  slow,  and  an  adjournment 
was  proposed  to  “  Tibby’s,”  where  we  settled 
down  over  a  glass  of  grog  to  have  a  “  crack  ”  with 
our  newly-made  friend,  Will.  He  could  tell  a  story 
well,  and  when  he  began  to  depict  in  glowing 
terms  what  glorious  sport  leistering  was,  how  a 


fresh  run  of  fish  had  taken  place  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  that,  to  crown  all,  the  state  of  the 
Yarrow  was  in  prime  condition  for  the  game,  our 
scruples  began  to  vanish,  and  under  William’s 
allurements  a  compact  was  made  there  and  then 
that  we  should  be  spectators  that  night  of  his 
prowess  with  the  spear.  This  arrangement  was 
no  sooner  come  to  than  we  at  once  made  prepara¬ 
tions  for  a  start  down  the  valley  to  the  farm-house 
of  a  friend,  where  we  meant  to  stay  over  the 
night.  This  farmer,  though  no  great  hand  with 
the  rod,  was  as  fond  as  Will  of  the  leister,  and 
many  a  night  the  pair  of  them  had  matched  their 
skill  against  each  other — indeed,  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  friendly  rivalry  between  the  two,  as  we 
afterwards  learned. 

Before  we  leave  Tibby  Shiels,  however,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  relating  a  story  which  I  once  heard 
the  old  lady  tell  many  years  ago.  It  was  about 
Hogg  (the  Ettrick  Shepherd),  who  after  a  night’s 
jovial  carouse  in  the  inn  with  “  Kit  North  ”  had 
awakened  in  the  early  morning  of  a  summer  day 
with  a  most  unnatural  thirst,  which  the  contents 
of  the  water  jug  in  his  bedroom  completely  failed 
to  slocken,  and  he  was  heard  yelling  out,  “  Tibby, 
wumman,  fetch  in  the  Loch  quick,  for  a’wm  fair 
choked  wi’  drouth.”  Aye,  many  a  jolly  night 
these  worthies  had  in  Tibby’s  snug  inn  in  their 
day  and  generation. 

We  reached  our  friend’s  farmhouse  in  the 
gloaming,  having  given  Will  a  cast  down  to  his 
cottage  in  a  neighbouring  hamlet,  where  we  left 
him  for  the  time  being.  After  a  wash  and  a  most 
substantial  tea,  we  settled  down  to  our  pipes  and 
discussed  the  night’s  programme. 

Our  friend  was  a  bachelor,  and  so  we  could  do 
pretty  much  as  we  liked. 

Will  Armstrong  now  arrived,  and  the  company 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  I  was  deputed  to  go  up  the  burnside  to 
the  shepherd’s  pottage  near  by,  in  order  to  enlist 
his  services  as  torch-bearer  or  light-carrier,  so 
leaving  the  others  over  their  pipes  and  a  glass  of 
grog,  I  stepped  out  for  the  cottage.  I  knew  the 
way,  and  though  the  night  was  dark  I  soon 
reached  the  door.  All  was  dark ;  and  it  was  only 
after  repeated  knocks  that  sounds  of  the  inmates 
moving  were  heard.  At  last  a  female  voice  asked 
who  was  there  at  that  time  of  night  ?  (nine  p.m.) 
Bear  in  mind  that  these  rustics  go  early  to  bed. 
I  soon  told  my  errand,  and  at  once  the  door  was 
opened  and  I  was  asked  by  the  guid-wife  (a  stout 
buxom  quean,  but  in  deshabille  of  course)  to  step 
in  and  take  a  seat.  By  this  time  the  shepherd 
had  jumped  out  of  his  warm  bed,  and  with  every 
feature  beaming,  said  that  he  was  eager  and  ready 
for  the  “fray,”  and  the  more  especially  as  the 
maister  was  to  be  one  of  the  leisterers.  The  guid- 
wife  smiled  approval  (no  doubt  she  was  thinking 
of  the  pot),  and  seemed  to  look  on  the  business  as 
an  every  day  occurrence. 

I  afterwards  thought  to  myself,  after  going 
through  the  night’s  performances,  what  a  supreme 
zest  salmon  spearing  must  possess  when  this 
shepherd  could,  with  the  utmost  pleasure  and 
alacrity,  leave  his  warm  couch  at  a  minute’s 
warning,  to  wade  wet  to  his  middle  for  many 
hours  carrying  the  torch  in  a  cold  October  night. 

After  he  got  dressed  (and  it  did  not  take  long  to 
effect  that  operation),  I  bade  his  wife  good 
night,  which  she  responded  to  by  wishing  us  good 
luck  at  our  sport,  and  under  his  guidance  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  smearing  house  near  by.  In  this 
hut  we  found  some  empty  manure  bags  and  a  jar 
of  paraffin  oil.  These  bags  the  shepherd  rolled 
neatly  and  firmly  up,  then  tied  them  with  twine, 
and  afterwards  soaked  them  well  with  the  oil. 
These  were  to  form  the  lights  for  the  guidance  of 
the  leisterers,  and  after  putting  about  a  dozen 
into  a  sack  we  started  down  the  burn  to  the  farm¬ 
house,  where  we  found  the  others  getting  very  im¬ 
patient  for  our  coming,  as  the  night  was  wearing 
on.  It  was  decided  to  walk  a  few  miles  down  the 
valley  before  commencing  operations,  and  then 
“fish”  up  the  stream ;  so  off  we  all  started  in  very 
cheery  style.  The  party  numbered  six,  and  was 
composed  as  follows  :  viz.,  our  farmer  friend  and 
Will  Armstrong,  who  were  to  act  as  leisterers,  each 
carrying  his  weapon  over  his  shoulder,  of  course  ; 
the  shepherd  (another  Armstrong,  by-the-way), 
with  a  stable  fork  whereon  to  carry  the  light  ; 
while  my  two  friends  had  each  an  empty  sack  for 
receiving  the  spoil,  and  I  was  burdened  with 
another  sack  filled  with  the  precious  lights. 

We  proceeded  quietly  down  the  road  along  the 


river  side,  and  as  i  paced  behind  Will  Armstrong, 
it  struck  me  from  the  rather  eccentric  style  in 
which  William  walked  (there  had  been  a  caulker 
or  two  discussed  at  the  farm-house  before  the 
shepherd  and  I  appeared  with  the  lights)  that  it 
would  need  to  be  a  very  big  fish  indeed  that  he 
would  spear  that  night ;  but,  as  the  story  will  show, 
I  was  entirely  wrong. 

About  half-past  ten  we  reached  a  pool  where  it 
was  decided  to  begin.  One  of  the  lights,  made 
up  in  the  smearing-house  as  I  have  described,  was 
produced  from  my  wallet,  stuck  on  the  shepherd’s 
stable-fork,  and  then  set  fire  to.  It  flared  up 
splendidly,  and  he  then  stepped  into  the  water, 
having  the  farmer  and  Will  with  their  leisters  as 
his  right  and  left  hand  supporters.  To  us 
“  supers  ”  on  the  bank  the  sight  was  a  novel  one, 
and  we  marvelled  to  see  how  clearly  and  distinctly 
every  pebble  in  the  bottom  of  the  clear  stream 
was  shown.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the 
glare  of  the  light  seems  to  attract  and  fascinate 
the  fish,  and  unless  the  rumpus  made  by  the 
fishers  in  the  water  is  all  the  greater,  the  salmon 
will,  without  fear,  lie  quietly  until  the  leisterer 
comes  within  striking  distance. 

Not  many  yards  had  the  fishers  proceeded  up 
the  pool  when  Will,  “  glowring  ”  over  the  edge  of 
a  deepish  part,  said  he  saw  a  fish,  and  proceeded 
to  take  aim.  We  watched  the  stroke  with  breath¬ 
less  interest  from  the  bank.  Well,  William  let 
drive,  and  at  once  disappeared  under  the  water — 
which  would  be  quite  four  feet  deep  where  the 
fish  was  lying — all  that  remained  to  show  he 
was  somewhere  about  being  the  leister  shank. 
Presently  he  came  above  water,  and  with  a  tre¬ 
mendous  glatber  swore  he  had  pinned  the  fish  he 
saw.  This  turned  out  to  be  quite  true,  for  on 
raising  the  leister  from  the  water  we  saw  sticking 
on  the  prongs  a  sea  trout  of  about  41b.  weight. 

Will,  being  fresh,  had  misjudged  his  depth  a 
bit,  but  he  struck  the  fish  for  all  that.  The  duck¬ 
ing  had  the  effect  of  making  him  as  sober  as  a 
judge  on  circuit,  and  he  never  missed  a  fish  that 
night  afterwards.  Of  course,  we  had  all  a  rattling 
good  laugh  at  his  mishap,  which  he  took  in  rather 
good  part,  for  during  a  night’s  spearing  a  good 
header  is  quite  a  common  thing,  and  is  thought 
nothing  of  by  these  hardy  Borderers.  After  ad¬ 
ministering  some  medicine  from  the  flask  all  round 
to  drink  “first  blood,”  a  start  was  again  made  right 
up-stream.  Above  the  pool  referred  to  the  water 
shallowed  to  a  depth  of  eighteen  inches  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  six  hundred  yards  or  so,  and  we  had 
gone  but  a  short  way  when  the  farmer  said  softly 
to  the  shepherd,  “Haud  your  licht  weel  owre 
there,  man  ;  I  see  him  ”  ;  and  then  he  took  aim, 
the  result  being  a  salmon  of  about  131b. 

Before  that  stretch  of  shallow  water  was 
covered  six  other  salmon  and  sea  trout  had  been 
stuck  fast  by  one  and  then  by  auother  of  the  spear¬ 
men  in  quick  succession,  anil  the  excitement  grew 
fast  and  furious  among  us  onlookers. 

At  this  time  I  was  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
stream,  carrying  my  bag  of  lights  ;  whilemy  other 
two  amateur  friends  were  on  the  opposite  side, 
carrying  the  spoil.  They  had  crossed  by  a  bridge 
further  down  a  bit — for  what  reasons  I  do  not  now 
remember.  In  the  middle  of  the  stream  were  the 
leisterers,  stationed  on  either  side  of  the  shepherd, 
holding  his  light  aloft ;  and  I  was  standing  in¬ 
tensely  admiring  the  weird  and  novel  scene,  when, 
lo  1  a  shrill  whistle  is  heard  from  the  high  bank 
above  my  head,  and  my  reverie  is  rudely 
awakened. 

I  at  once  thought — and  very  naturally,  too — 
that  it  was  a  bailiff  signalling  his  comrades,  and 
seeing  very  little  use  of  allowing  myself  to  be  the 
only  victim,  I  at  once  decided  to  cross  the  stream 
with  all  despatch  to  my  friends  on  the  other  bank. 
So  acting  on  the  old  and  well-established  principle, 
that  he  who  fights  and  runs  away  may  again  come 
up  to  time  at  some  future  period,  I  stepped  into 
the  water  (and  it  was  cold),  and  proceeded  with 
the  utmost  alacrity  to  “ swatter  ”  across  with  as 
much  agility  as  I  could  command,  and  in  rather 
an  undignified  fashion,  I  must  frankly  confess  ; 
but  there  seemed  no  necessity  for  standing  on 
ceremony  at  this  juncture,  so  far  as  I  could  see. 
The  water  was  beastly  cold ;  but  I  gave  that 
matter  but  little  heed,  as  I  fancied  the  myrmidons 
of  the  law  were  at  my  heels,  and  I  had  little 
ambition  to  see  my  name  figuring  in  our  Sheriff 
Court  as  the  outcome  of  a  night’s  nonsense. 

In  passing  my  friends  with  the  leisters  and 
light  I  told  them  about  the  whistle  (which  tin  y 


February  7,  1891.] 


had  heard  quite  as  well  as  myself)  and  advised 
them  to  “  douse  the  glim  ’’  at  once  ;  but  Will  Arm¬ 
strong  vowed  he  would  not  budge  an  inch  for  all 
the  bailiffs  in  Scotland,  and  any  man  that  dared 
to  meddle  with  him  that  night  would  rue  the 
deed.  He  looked  the  very  picture  of  a  moss 
trooper,  and,  verily,  had  an  attack  been  made  on 
our  party,  there  is  no  saying  what  might  have 
been  the  result.  Fortunately  it  so  happened  W  ill 
got  no  opportunity  of  carrying  out  his  threats,  for, 
as  the  sequel  showed,  the  whistle  turned  out  to 
be  a  false  alarm,  and  was  merely  a  bit  of  practical 
joking  on  the  part  of  some  rustics  who  had  been 
away  visiting  their  sweethearts  at  a  neighbouring 
farm-house,  and  seeing  from  the  top  of  the  bank 
what  we  were  after,  thought  it  was  grand  fun  to 
give  us  a  “gliff”;  and  doubtless  my  “scuttle” 
across  the  stream,  of  which  they  could  command 
a  splendid  view,  would  form  the  staple  joke  among 
them  for  many  a  long  day  afterwards. 

However,  after  seeing  that  it  was  a  false  alarm 
—for  the  rustics  on  the  bank,  after  giving  a 
derisive  jeer,  scampered  off — I  had  to  stand  no  end 
of  chaff  from  my  two  cronies  who  were  carrying 
the  spoil  about  my  masterly  retreat  across  the 
Yarrow,  which  I  had  to  grin  and  bear  as  best  I 

could.  # 

Operations  were  again  resumed,  and  away  up 
stream  we  once  more  went,  every  now  and  again 
another  fish  being  speared. 

I  now  began  to  have  my  revenge  for  the  chair 
I  had  been  receiving,  because  while  the  weight  of 
my  sack  of  lights  was  constantly  becoming 
“  lighter,”  the  loads  of  my  two  companions  were, 
on  the  contrary,  increasing  in  weight  — so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  when  we  came  nearly  opposite  our 
host’s  house  they  struck,  and  refused  to  go  another 
foot  unless  they  were  relieved  of  their  burdens. 

A  halt  was  therefore  called  under  a  bridge  which 
here  spanned  the  stream,  while  the  pair  went  oft 
to  deposit  their  spoil  in  the  stackyard  near  by. 
The  four  who  were  left  then  squatted  under  the 
bridge  and  proceeded  to  wile  away  the  time  until 
the  “  poke  ”  bearers  returned.  A  good-sized  flask 
of  a  famous  Border  blend  was  produced,  and  after 
a  stiff  jorum  all  round,  pipes  were  again  lit,  and 
some  racy  stories  were  recounted  by  the  spearmen. 
We  sat  here  for  full  half-an-hour  (wet  as  we  were) 
waiting  for  our  two  spoil-bearing  friends  to 
return  ;  but,  as  they  seemed  in  no  great  hurry 
to  show  up  again,  I  walked  up  the  road  to  the 
farm-house  to  learn  the  cause  of  delay.  After  pro¬ 
ceeding  a  few  hundred  yards  I  met  the  laggards 
returning  with  a  very  half-hearted  look  on  their 
faces,  as  if  they  had  got  a  bellyful  of  the  sport. 
Indeed,  they  made  no  secret  of  the  fact,  and  when 
I  state  that  they  had  each  carried  a  load  of  over 
three  stones  for  about  two  miles  over  very  rough 
ground,  this  was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Besides, 
they  were  out  of  condition  a  bit.  They  considered 
we  had  done  quite  enough  for  one  night,  and  as 
they  felt  fagged  and  tired,  they  wished  to  go  to 
bed.  It  was  now  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  but  their  proposal  was  utterly  scouted  and 
jeered  at  by  the  rest  of  the  company.  The 
leisterers  vowed  they  would  go  on  so  long  as  one 
light  remained  to  be  burned  ;  and  at  last,  after 
a  nip  or  two  had  been  administered  to  the 
“  strikers,”  their  flagging  spirits  began  to  revive, 
and  they  agreed  once  more  to  shoulder  their  now 
empty  “  pokes  ”  and  resume  work. 

Off  a»ain  then  the  whole  party  set,  but  although 
auother  two-mile  stretch  of  water  was  covered 
ere  the  lights  gave  out  only  two  fish  were 
stuck.  We  afterwards  discovered  that,  auother 
leistering  party  had  forestalled  us  on  this  bit  of 
water  earlier  in  the  night  and  had  made  a  very 
clean  swreep.  The  last  light  having  expired,  a  final 
halt  was  at  length  called  (2.30  a.m.),  and  alter 
broaching  another  flask  (for  we  were  well  pro¬ 
vided),  we  proceeded  to  retrace  our  steps  to  the 

farm-house.  . 

Road  there  was  none,  and  the  night  being 
now  pitch  dark,  many  a  stumble  was  made 
over  the  rough  ground,  very  often  into  a  “  well¬ 
head,”  as  the  shepherds  term  a  spring,  and  many 
an  emphatic  expression  (not  exactly  suited  to  the 
ears  of  an  Exeter  Hall  audience)  was  blurted  out 
with  vim. 

At  last,  wet,  muddy,  and  thoroughly  fagged  out, 
we  reached  our  host’s  farm-house  about  3.30  a.m., 
and  on  coming  into  lamplight  in  the  parlour,  I 
am  bound  to  confess  the  whole  crew  presented  a 
most  disreputable  and  bedraggled  appearance.  A 
grand  fire  blazed  in  the  room,  winch  at  once 
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suggested  a  kettle  and  the  natural  sequence  a 
tumbler  of  toddy.  This  was  very  soon  brewed 
and  discussed  with  an  enjoyment  which  only  those 
who  have  gone  through  a  night’s  experience 
similar  to  ours  can  really  understand. 

Under  the  genial  influence  of  the  toddy,  one  of 
the  spoil  bearers,  who  had  by  this  time  revived 
wonderfully,  actually  proposed  in  sober  earnest  a 
rubber  of  whist,  but,  as  you  may  well  suppose, 
there  was  no  response. 

To  bed  was  the  cry,  and  glad  was  I  to  get  rid 
of  my  wet  clothes  and  tumble  in  between,  the 
sheets.  Next  morning  we  were  all  up  betimes 
(for  we  were  young  then,  and  could  stand  a  lot 
of  “  doing  ”),  none  of  us  a  whit  the  worse  for.  our 
night’s  hard  work  and  wetting  ;  and  after  a  jolly 
good  breakfast — for  none  can  beat  a  Border  farmer 
in  providing  a  right  good  substantial  meal  to  start 
the  day  with  :  none  of  your  kickshaws  there  we 
proceeded  to  view  our  spoil,  which  consisted  of 
some  thirteen  fish,  running  from  41b.  to  l;>lb.,  and 
being  nearly  all  fresh  up  from  the  sea  they  were 
in  prime  condition.  The  shepherd  and  A\  ill 
divided  the  spoil,  which  when  salted  would  no 
doubt  prove  a  very  welcome  addition  to  their  usual 
fare.  I  may  add  that,  though  they  were  gainers, 
we  were  losers  by  the  night’s  sport,  our  respect¬ 
able  tweed  suits,  what  with  mud,  blood,  ana 
slime,  being  totally  ruined,  and  after  we  reached 
home  were  no  more  seen  in  public. 

Such  then  is  a  true  account  of  my  experience  as 
a  spectator  of  a  night’s  leistering  in  Yarrow  ;  and 
although  many  years  have  gone  by  since  that 
eventful  night,  my  two  cronies,  who  are  still  hale 
and  hearty,  never  fail,  while  over  our  tumbler 
;  nd  pipe  of  an  evening,  to  give  me  a  bit  quiet 
“dig”  about  my  “scuttle”  through  the  Yarrow. 

Will  Armstrong  still  flourishes  in  the  valley  like 
a  sturdy  oak  ;  and  though  since  the  night  I  have 
described  I  have  never  seen  him  use  the  leister 
indeed  for  many  years  back  William  has  given  up 
that  'game— still  he  is  always  ready  to  bear  one 
company  with  the  rod,  and  many  a  happy  day 
have  we  spent  now  and  again  when  opportunity 
occurred  in  fishing  with  fly  and  worm  the  silvery 
Yarrow  and  the  numerous  burns  which  form  its 
feeders* 

Perhaps  I  may  in  some  future  article  describe 
such  a  day  with  the  “  angle”  in  Will’s  company. 


Mtomana 


Since  the  year  1882,  the  Henley-on-Thames 
and  District  Fishery  Preservation  Association  has 

turned  into  the  river  Thames  2,846  large  trout, 
177,000  fry,  and  a  quantity  of  large  bream  and 
grayliug.  Anglers  who  fish  in  the.  district  should 
give  their  mite  to  this  useful  association,  which  is 
not  as  well  supported  as  it  deserves.  The  hon. 
secretary  will  gladly  receive  gifts  of  trout  or 
coarse  fish  for  the  Thames. 


incurred  in  preserving  salmon.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  proposition  seems  almost  dis¬ 
honest.  Last  year  the  trout  licenses  produced 
£118  10s.,  in  return  for  which  trout  anglers,  in 
addition  to  any  advantages  they  may  gain  by 
the  river  watchers,  have  had  their  interests  so  far 
considered  that  about  20,000  trout  eggs,  the 
market  value  of  which  is  about  T10,  are  being 
hatched  in  the  board’s  hatcheries. 

The  Northern  Anglers’  Association  has  already 
a  membership  of  27,000,  which  must  be  very 
gratifying  to  its  promoters.  At  a  public  meeting 
held  recently  in  York,  it  was  decided  to  form  a 
local  branch  of  the  association.  Captain  Ivey, 
who  is  president  of  the  York  Angling  Association, 
was  elected  president  of  the  local  centre  of  the 
larger  organisation.  One  of  the  objects  of  tho 
Northern  Anglers’  Association  is  to  encourage  tho 
sportsmanlike  feeling,  which  is  manifesting  itself 
on  all  sides,  of  taking  only  fish  of  a  size  beyond  a 
fixed  limit,  and  of  rejecting  fry,  and  observing 
the  proper  close  times  fixed  by  law  or  by  club 
regulations.  _ 

The  late  Mr.  Charles  Bradlaugh,  M.P.,  was  an 
enthusiastic  angler.  One  of  his  favourite  haunts 
was  Loch  Long,  to  the  pollution  of  which  lovely 
piece  of  water  he  frequently  called  attention  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  Clyde  trustees  have 
long  been  in  the  habit  of  pouring  the  filth  which 
they  dredge  from  the  Clyde  into  the  loch,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  fishery.  The  persons 
chiefly  injured  were  the  fishermen,  whose  cause 
Mr.  Bradlaugh  championed.  I  understand  that 
legal  proceedings  are  pending  in  the  matter. 
When  sea  fishing  on  the  loch  Mr.  Bradlaugh  used 
to  lodge  with  one  of  the  fishermen  at  Portincaple. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  of  the  Sportsman,  has 
written  the  following  interesting  obituary  notice 
of  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of 
friendship :  “  With  him  angling  was  an  hereditary 
instinct.  His  father,  before  his  day’s  drudgery  as 
a  struggling  solicitor’s  clerk  commenced,  would  in 
the  early  summer  mornings  trudge  off  from  his 
little  house  at  Hoxton  to  the  Lea,  thereto  steal  an 
hour  or  two  in  fishing  before  business  called  him 
to  earn  his  bread  and  cheese  by  office  drudgery. 
Ofttimes  the  son  was  his  father’s  companion 
in  these  trips,  and  the  love  of  angling  thus  in¬ 
stilled  in  those  early  days  of  grinding  poverty 
developed  later,  and  made  the  leader  of  the  Hyde 
Park  riots  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  devoted 
admirers  of  the  Lea.  There  was  one  good,  point 
about  Bradlaugh.  When  he  went  out  fishing  he 
went  out  fishing.  His  whole  thoughts  were 
centred  on  his  rod.  One  of  his  favourite  resorts 
was  Cartliagena  Weir,  where  he  has  in  bygone 
days  killed  many  a  good  trout,  and  probably 
as  a  bream  fisher  he  had  no  equal.  Few  men 
are  there  who  could  put  a  spinning  bait  out  so 
deftly,  or  who  showed  such  a  mastery  of  every 
detail  of  the  craft,  and  in  farewell  to  so  genuine  a 
sportsman,  I  say,  with  all  sincerity,  “May  the 
turf  rest  lightly  upon  him.’  ”  Templar. 


Next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant  in  the  most  important  Thames 
fishery  case  of  modern  times— “  Smith  wrsus 
Andrews.”  The  issue  is,  however,  very  doubtful, 
and  it  should  be  understood  that  the  result,  what¬ 
ever  it  is,  will  only  decide  whether  or  not  Mrs.  A. 
Smith  is  owner  of  the  sole  right  of  fishing  in  Bay 
Reach  just  below  Maidenhead.  It  is  most  un¬ 
fortunate  that  Thames  anglers,  liberal  as  some  ot 
them  have  been,  have  not  subscribed  11^)re 
generally  to  the  expenses  of  the  defence.  I  he 
result  in  a  fishery  case  often  depends  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  amount  of  money  spent  in  getting 
up  evidence. 

About  £170  has  been  collected  for  the  widow 
and  children  of  Phillis,  who  was  for  some  years 
lockkeeper  at  Hambledon  Lock.  He  was  the  most 
civil  and  obliging  lock-keeper  on  the  river,  and 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  his  widow  will  receive  a 
pension  from  the  Conservators,  the  money  col¬ 
lected  being  invested  for  her  benefit,  with  rever¬ 
sion  to  her  children. _ 

Trout  fishers  in  the  Tees  district  will  be  in¬ 
terested  to  know  that  the  Fishery  Board  proposes 
to  double  the  price  of  trout  licenses,  because  tho 
board  is  T300  in  debt,  owing  chiefly  to  expenses 


Shot  in  Kildare.—"  Sir,— Twice  last  autumn  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  as  beautiful  and 
graceful  a  creature  as  nature  ever  produced— a 
snow-white  heron.  Once  I  saw  him  as  a  streak 
of  living  light,  the  sun  on  his  broad  wings,  bright 
against”  a  background  of  heavy  cloud  ;  next,  a 
silver  image  standing  motionless  in  the  river,  his 
pure  white  form  relieved  against  the  tree  shadows 
on  the  bank.  The  sight  of  him  was  one  of  those 
sweet  and  joyful  impressions  which  all  lovers  of 
nature  receive  with  thankfulness,  and  never 
forget.  It  was  also  the  birth  of  a  hope  that  the 
bright  visitant  might  often  come  again,  and  that 
hereafter  his  descendants  in  his  likeness  might 
gladden  our  streams  and  marshes,  and  the  hearts 
of  those  for  whom  beauty  has  a  meaning  and 
harmless  life  a  sacred  charm.  It  will  not  be  so. 
All  that  remains  of  the  white  heron  is  stiffened 
in  lifeless  mockery  of  life,  and  stands  in  a  Dublin 
birdstuffer’s  window  labelled,  »  Shot  in  Kildare. 
Such  is  the  fate  of  an  innocent  white-winged 
thing  that  visits  a  sporting  county  where  every 
wild  living  creature,  except  a  fox,  may  be  shot. 
But  I  pity  the  state  of  mind  of  the  man  who 
can  dream  of  putting  a  free,  harmless,  and  beau¬ 
tiful  animal  to  death  because  it  is  rare.— hours, 
&c.,  A  Dweller  in  Bckotia.” 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  E. :  The  Anglers'  Diary ,  1891,  will  be  ready 
the  middle  of  March. 

E.  Wild  :  A  twisted  line  is  always  liable  to  kink, 
and  nothing  you  can  do  will  prevent  it.  It  would 
save  you  time  and  temper  to  get  a  well-dressed 
plaited  one.  You  might  try  hanging  it  out  of  a 
window  with  a  light  weight  at  the  end  (this  would 
take  out  the  twist  if  it  has  been  put  in  by  spinning), 
then  by  heavily  dressing  the  line. 

A.  Turganoff  :  The  rods,  &c.,  you  mention  will 
be  all  you  require.  You  could  only  camp  by  per¬ 
mission  of  the  farmers.  It  would  be  safer  to  sleep 
on  board  your  boat. 


Cormpottlrettcf 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

THE  IRISH  LAKES. 

“The  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland.— At  the  general 
meeting  of  the  clnb  on  Wednesday  next  the  prospectus  of 
the  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  Angling  Association  will  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  members.  The  associa¬ 
tion  propose  to  abolish  cross  line  fishing  and  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  Westmoreland  Lakes  Association.  It  is 
estimated  by  a  competent  authority  in  the  Manchester 
Guardian  of  the  21st  inst.,  that  the  benefit  to  accrue  to 
the  Westmoreland  Lake  district  from  the  proposed  im¬ 
provement  of  fishing  at  £10,000  per  annum.  Loughs  Mark 
and  Corrib  offer  a  far  wider  scope.  The  first  Anglers’ 
Club  dinner  of  this  season  takes  place  on  Wednesday 
evening  next  at  the  Central  Hotel.” 

Sir, — The  foregoing  slip  from  one  of  our  Dublin 
dailies  opens  up  a  subject  which  ought  to  interest 
the  readers  of  the  Gazette,  especially  those  who 
have  enjoyed  the  sport  which  our  Irish  lakes  and 
rivers  afford,  and  who  have  admired  the  wild 
scenery  of  our  Western  Highlands.  These  im¬ 
mense  inland  seas,  abounding  in  large  trout  and 
salmon,  as  well  as  pike  and  perch,  could,  if  pro¬ 
perly  protected  from  the  devastating  sweep  of  the 
cross  line,  afford  inexhaustible  sport  to  hundreds 
of  anglers  more  than  those  who  have  hitherto 
frequented  these  comparatively  unknown  waters. 
Lough  Corrib  (which  is  upwards  of  thirty-five 
miles  long, and  averages  seven  or  eight  miles  wide), 
Loughs  Mask  and  Carra  (which  form  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  waterway  eighteen  miles  loDg,  and  between 
three  and  six  miles  wide),  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen  (even  more  extensive)  afford  varied  and 
almost  inexhaustible  supplies  of  fish  for  all  comers; 
and  the  rapidity  and  cheapness  of  the  through 
route  from  London  to  Galway  and  Mayo  by  the 
London  and  North-Western  and  the  Irish  Midland 
Great  Western  Railways,  offer  facilities  to  the 
angling  tourist  which  have  hitherto  been  com¬ 
paratively  neglected. 

The  light  railways  now  progressing  so  rapidly, 
and  which  it  is  expected  will  be  completed  before 
the  expiration  of  the  fishing  season,  will  open  up 
hitherto  unknown  lakes,  like  Burrishoole,  Callow, 
Glen  Island,  Ducannella,  and  other  large  fishing 
areas,  which,  having  easy  communication  with  the 
sea,  are  well  stocked  with  trout  and  salmon ;  and 
as  the  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland  has  been  and  is 
conducted  on  the  principle  of  advancing  generally 
the  fishing  capabilities  of  our  poor  and  now  tran¬ 
quil  country,  any  communication  directed  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  or  to  any 
of  the  leading  members,  will  receive  every  atten¬ 
tion. — Your  obedient  servant,  Hibernicus. 


Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  space  to  thank 
the  many  English  anglers  who  have  come  forward 
so  heartily  in  response  to  our  appeal  for  assistance 
in  developing  the  fishing  of  our  Irish  waters?  Not 
having  a  private  secretary,  I  am  quite  unequal  to 
the  correspondence  involved  in  this  work.  It 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  at  the  advice 
of  several  of  our  warmest  supporters,  the  Mask 
and  Corrib  Angling  Association  is  in  process  of 
being  converted  into  the  Connemara  Fishing 
Club,  Limited,  with  a  substantial  capital  in  L'10 
shares.  We  hope  to  have  the  prospectus  ready  by 
next  week.  Meantime,  I  may  say  that  the  objects 
of  the  club  will  be : — 

(1)  To  develop  and  improve  free  fishing  waters 
in’the'.westjof  Ireland. 

(2)  To  take  on  lease  and  improve  private 
waters. 


(3)  To  provide  really  good  quarters  at  suitable 
places,  as  well  as  safe  and  comfortable  boats. 

(4)  To  keep  a  register  of  all  duly  qualified  and 
well-conducted  fishermen  and  boatmen  of  the 
different  places,  and  to  afford  them  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  earning  a  better  and  less  precarious 
livelihood  than  heretofore. 

(5)  Such  other  acts  and  deeds  as  may  he 
thought  expedient. 

We  intend  to  run  pretty  much  on  the  lines  of 
the  Loch  Leven  Association,  but  shall  occupy  a 
very  much  larger  field,  and  include  many  varieties 
of  fishing,  from  salmon,  white  trout  and  brown 
trout,  down  to  pike  and  perch.  There  will  he 
sport  for  thousands,  and  a  hearty  welcome  for  all 
good  anglers  and  good  fellows. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Hodgson. 

7,  Glendower-place,  South  Kensington. 

[We  shall  be  very  glad  to  support  this  move¬ 
ment,  as  we  are  convinced  it  will  prove  a  great 
success  ;  it  has  the  hearty  support  of  many  pro¬ 
minent  gentlemen  in  Ireland.  The  shares  will 
doubtless  be  all  taken  up  in  a  very  short  time. 
We  cannot  indicate  our  confidence  in  the  affair 
better  than  by  saying  we  have  applied  for  a  num¬ 
ber. — Ed.] _ 

BLACK  BASS  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  experiment  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  last  year  of  ex¬ 
porting  black  bass  to  his  lake  at  Clumber,  Notts  hasproven 
a  great  success.  The  lake  abounds  in  pike,  and,  to  give  the 
black  bass  a  chance,  a  portion  of  the  lake  has  been  screened 
off,  and  thoroughly  cleared  of  pike.  This  pond,  as  it  may 
be  called,  is  about  four  acres  in  extent,  and  bass  seem  to 
thrive  admirably.  The  shipment  was  a  wonderful  one. 
Out  of  1,030  bass  collected  by  Mr.  Eugene  Blackford  for  Mr. 
C.  Pelham-Clinton,  who  conducted  the  shipment  for  the 
Duke,  only  fifteen  died  in  transit  and  two  more  were 
killed  by  an  accident  in  placing  them  in  the  lake.  This  is 
a  record  that  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  shipment  of 
fish. — From  “  The  Week’s  Sport.” 

We  cut  the  above  paragraph  out  of  an  American 
paper,  and  sent  it  to  the  Duke,  asking  how  the 
fish  were  getting  on.  His  grace  kindly  replies  as 
follows : 

“  Egerton  Lodge, 

“  Melton  Mowbray, 

“  January  29th,  1891. 

“  Dear  Sir, — The  paragraph  is  quite  correct.  I 
cannot  say  for  certain  whether  the  fish  will 
eventually  succeed,  as  they  have  only  been  in  the 
water  for  five  months,  and  since  their  immersion 
nothing  has  been  seen  of  them.  I  hope  this  is  a 
sign  of  their  thriving  condition,  for  if  many  had 
died,  some  of  them  must  have  appeared  on  the 
surface.  During  this  severe  weather  the  ice  has 
been  broken  for  them,  and  they  are  fed  on  the 
flesh  of  rabbits,  &c. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

“  Newcastle.” 


Sir, — I  am  made  (by  a  typographical  error)  to 
say,  “  that  with  regard  to  the  introduction  of  the 
bass  to  our  Trent  streams,”  &c.  It  should  read 
trout  streams.  Perhaps  you  will  kindly  correct 
the  mistake. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland. 


BE  MARSTON  COMBINATION  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  “  Aqueous,”  we  will  be 
very  pleased  indeed  to  supply  the  flight  parts 
separately  if  desired. — Yours  truly, 

_ Hardy  Brothers. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  have  to  thank  your  correspondent  Mr. 
C.  W.  Gedney  for  the  information  as  regards 
Cullybackey,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  him 
as  to  what  are  the  best  flies  to  use  for  April  and 
middle  of  May  on  the  Maine,  and  the  best  size, 
and  if  he  has  tried  the  artificial  minnow  on  that 
river ;  also  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  take 
wading  stockings  or  trousers. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Appleyard. 

330,  Oxford-road,  Manchester. 


MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  NEW 
ZEALAND  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  for  any  infor¬ 
mation  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  concern¬ 
ing  trout  fishing  in  New  Zealand,  viz,,  where  to  go 
for  it,  and  how  to  get  it — whether  by  asking  leave 
or  by  payment.  Any  hints  about  flies  would  also 
be  acceptable. — Yours  truly,  Sentry. 

Leeds. 


“  WHATEFFER.” 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Lang  was  certainly  mistaken 
if  he  thought  the  above  word  was  not  in  common 
use  among  Highlanders  in  general.  Mr.  Black  is 
correct  as  to  its  meaning.  Anyone  having  a  collo¬ 
quial  knowledge  of  Gaelic  knows  that  “  whateffer  ” 
is  almost  a  literal  translation  of  the  word“co- 
dhiubli”  (pronounced  “  ko-yoo  ”),  which  is  con¬ 
stantly  used  in  the  vernacular,  and  is  equivalent 
in  that  language  to  the  English  expressions  “  at  all 
events,”  “  in  any  case,”  and  “  at  any  rate,”  so  that 
the  word  “  whatever,”  instead  of  being  jeered  at, 
might,  with  advantage  to  the  army  of  scribblers, 
be  adopted  as  a  very  neat  and  abbreviated  substi¬ 
tute  for  those  expressions. 

As  Mr.  Black  says,  Highlanders  never  use  the 
word  “  whatever”  in  a  meaningless  way,  although 
there  are  writers  who,  in  delineating  “  Highland 
English,”  introduce  the  word  indiscriminately 
and  nonsensically.  For  the  guidance  of  such 
allow  me  to  say  that  no  Highlander,  whether  re¬ 
presented  as  an  ignoramus  or  otherwise,  should 
he  credited  with  saying  “  whateffer  ”  at  the  end 
of  a  sentence,  except  where  the  English  expres¬ 
sions  quoted  above  can  be  used  with  propriety  in  its 
stead. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  T.  B.  (alias  Wm.  McBouncer). 


SPORT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  “  Medico,”  I  think,  although 
I  have  been  some  years  away  from  New  Zealand, 
I  can  give  him  a  very  fair  idea  of  what  sport  he  is 
likely  to  have  in  that  fair  colony.  For  eight  years 
I  was  a  resident  in  various  parts,  and  being  of  a 
sporting  turn  of  mind,  as  became  one  who  has  trod 
the  heather  and  fished  the  streams  of  old  Scotland 
since  the  time  when  a  big  minnow  was  considered 
a  prize,  I  fished  and  shot  in  New  Zealand  when¬ 
ever  I  had  the  chance.  Now  taking  shooting  first, 
I  am  afraid  the  days  are  gone  by  for  making  any¬ 
thing  like  a  bag  of  native  game.  Ten  years  ago  I 
used  to  listen  to  the  yarns  of  “  old  hands  ”  (often 
old  “legs”)  as  to  the  wonderful  hags  of  wild 
pigeon  they  used  to  get,  when  they  could  knock 
them  over  with  stones.  I  found  them  scarce,  and 
difficult  often  to  reach  with  a  gun,  and  I  should 
say  that  they  must  be  almost  extinct  now  in  the 
south  island.  The  kawkaw,  a  kind  of  cockatoo, 
they  also  talked  of  as  being  plentiful,  but  although 
I  saw  a  few,  I  never  shot  one.  Ducks  were  fairly 
plentiful  on  the  plains  where  the  ground  was 
swampy,  and  there  were  large  numbers  about 
Lake  Elesmere  ;  and  pukaki,  or  large  water  hens, 
and  black  swans  (from  Australia)  were  numerous. 
Bitterns  were  to  be  found  occasionally,  and  wekas 
—a  curious  wingless  bird — were  plentiful,  but 
despised,  although  I  often  cooked  and  eat  the  legs 
with  relish.  I  also  heard  of  two  other  wingless 
birds  on  the  west  coast,  the  kiwi  and  a  green  cock¬ 
atoo,  but  only  saw  them  in  the  museum  at  Christ¬ 
church.  These  are  the  only  native  birds  worthy 
of  being  called  game,  and  as  the  swamps  are 
drained  and  the  bush  is  cut  down  these  will  doubt¬ 
less  disappear.  The  imported  game  consisted  of 
pheasants,  partridges,  hares  and  rabbits,  which 
are  considered  vermin  in  many  places,  as  they 
have  ruined  many  tracts  of  country.  I  was  in  the 
country  when  leave  was  given  to  shoot  pheasants 
by  the  Government,  at  least  in  Canterbury,  and  I 
believe  they  were  numerous  in  some  places,  and  a 
fair  sprinkling  generally  where  the  ground  suited 
them,  In  the  north  island  I  was  told  pheasants 
were  very  plentiful,  destroying  the  crops,  but  that 
they  were  difficult  to  raise  in  the  fields,  and  the 
bush  was  so  thick  they  were  in  perfect  safety  in 
it.  Partridges,  I  think,  were  few  and  far  between, 
although  when  looking  for  ducks  I  put  covies  up 
occasionally.  Hares  were  to  be  seen  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Christchurch,  and  I  believe  up  on  the 
downs  they  were  fairly  numerous,  but  I  do  not 
believe,  except  on  large  properties,  game  will  ever 
be  plentiful.  There  are  too  many  small  proprietors, 
who,  from  having  had  strong  views  against  the 
game  laws  when  farm  labourers  at  home,  have 
become  conservative  through  becoming  owners, 
and  who  believe  that  game  protection  is  now 
necessary,  and  that  any  game  seen  on  their  ground 
should  not  have  the  chance  of  leaving  for  a  neigh¬ 
bour  to  pot.  So  much  for  the  shooting  ;  now  for 
the  fishing. 

To  begin  with,  the  only  fish  worth  mentioning 
in  New  Zealand  rivers  naturally  is  the  eel.  The 
grey  mullet  may  be  seen  at  the  mouth  of  the 
rivers,  but  it  is  a  sea  fish.  “  Medico  ”  will  see  in 
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the  number  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  which  his 
letter  appears,  “  Trout  Fishing  in  New  Zealand,” 
which  will  give  him  a  good  idea  of  what  is  to  be 
had  in  the  trout  line,  and  there  are  no  other  fish 
that  I  have  heard  of  in  any  river. 

In  the  sea  arehabouka;  kawai,  or  New  Zealand 
salmon,  which  I  have  seen  in  immense  shoals ; 
frost  fish,  which  come  ashore  in  frosty  weather, 
and  are  eagerly  watched  for  by  men  on  horseback  ; 
and  various  other  fishes,  but  none  in  my  opinion 
to  compare  to  the  ordinary  kinds  on  our  own 
coasts. 

Trout  fishing  is  without  doubt  the  great  sport 
in  New  Zealand.  I  never  fished  for  them  myself, 
but  often  saw  large  specimens,  but  a  friend 
of  mine  did,  and  captured  eighty-six  in  one  season, 
from  lib.  to  13lb.,  and  the  big  fish  he  said  were 
sluggish  in  play  and  woolly  to  eat.  The  fishing 
license  for  trout  was  then  £1,  and  the  samel  think 
for  pheasants  on  Crown  lands,  but  owners  of  land 
could  shoot  and  give  leave  on  their  own  lands. 
The  game  is,  in  fact,  private  property  as  much  as 
at  home,  except  on  Government  land,  on  which 
much  game  will  not  be  found.  New  Zealand  is 
certainly  not  a  country  to  settle  in  for  sport.  In 
the  days  when  the  moa  roamed  over  its  wide 
plains  and  lofty  mountains  there  must  have  been 
a  better  chance  of  sport.  But  when  was  that  ? 
Can  anyone  give  an  idea  ?  What  an  amazing 
sight  is  to  be  seen  in  the  museum  at  Christchurch  ! 
The  skoletons  of  the  ancient  dinornis,  standing 
almost  entire.  I  forget  how  many  varieties  there 
are,  each  differing  in  height  or  size  of  bone  from 
the  other.  Fancy  stealing  through  a  forest  of  fern 
trees  to  get  a  shot  at  an  elepkantopus,  a  giganteus 
ten  feet  in  height,  or  a  maximus  eighteen  feet ! 
Which  would  be  the  most  likely  to  run,  the  bird 
or  the  sportsman  ?  for  in  their  day  there  would 
hardly  be  gunpowder.  I  am  afraid  I  have  made 
this  letter  too  long,  but  will  simply  say  in  conclu¬ 
sion  to  the  sportsman  who  has  an  idea  of  settling 
for  sport,  Don’t  go  to  New  Zealand,  although 
otherwise  it  is  a  splendid  country. — Yours,  &c., 

Hyeres,  January  16,  1891.  C.  J.  Hoggan. 

P.S. — I  forgot  the  pigs  !  Wild  pigs  were  very 
numerous  when  I  was  there,  and  very  destructive 
on  sheep  stations ;  they  fed  on  fern  roots,  and 
were  not  fit  to  eat. 


ENEMIES  OF  TEOUT  FRY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  10th  ult.  allusion 
was  made  to  bad  luck  experienced  in  the  rearing 
of  trout  fry.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
as  a  rule,  those  who  attempt  the  rearing  of  fry 
expect  too  much,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  more 
than  they  are  likely  to  get.  I  believe  it  is  the 
universal  experience  of  fish  breeders  —it  certainly 
is  my  own — that  a  new  pond  will,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  season,  produce  a  very  much  larger  per  cent- 
age  of  yearlings  than  it  ever  will  in  future  seasons. 
I  have  often  heard  surprise  expressed  that  this 
should  be  so.  The  explanation,  however,  is,  I 
think,  very  simple.  In  a  new  rearing  pond  the 
supply  of  natural  food  will  naturally  be  very  small 
if  there  be  any,  but  shrimps  and  water  snails  are 
very  easily  collected  and  turned  in,  and  they  breed 
very  rapidly.  On  the  other  hand,  there  will  be 
an  absence  of  the  larvae  of  the  water  beetle 
( dytiscus )  and  dragon  flies.  These,  armed  as  they 
are  with  powerful  forceps  or  horns,  upon  which 
they  impale  the  fry,  are  mortal  enemies  to  the 
baby  trout.  In  the  absence  of  natural  food  the 
young  fish  can  be  fed,  but  I  know  of  no  remedy 
for  their  natural  enemies  which  I  have  referred  to 
above.  Liming  a  pond  is  very  objectionable,  and 
it  generally  happens  that  the  effluent  water  goes 
into  a  river.  I  would  add  that  trout  fry  will 
escape  from  a  pond  through  a  crack  in  a  bank  or 
a  faulty  piece  of  hatchworkof  such  minute  dimen¬ 
sions  that  only  ocular  demonstration  could  induce 
one  to  believe  it. 

But  there  are  other  enemies  which  prey  upon 
trout  fry  whose  depredations  have  not  been 
noticed,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  any  writer  on  the 
subject  of  trout  breeding.  Everyone  has  probably 
observed  that  fry,  when  turned  down,  lie  very 
close  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  generally 
close  to  the  bank,  apparently  seeking  the  sheltor 
of  the  vegetation  growing  on  it.  In  this  position 
they  fall  an  easy  prey  to  birds.  The  water  wag¬ 
tail  probably  lives  principally  on  insects,  but  he  is 
very  fond  of  trout  fry,  which  I  can  vouch  for  from 
my  personal  observation.  I  have  seen  a  single 
bird  take  from  amongst  the  blades  of  grass  lining 


the  margin  of  a  pond,  and  lying  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  certainly  not  less  than  a  dozen  fry  in 
about  ton  minutes. 

I  would  not,  on  any  account,  advocate  the  shoot¬ 
ing  or  trapping  of  these  beautiful  birds.  Stakes 
or  sticks  driven  into  the  bank  near  the  surface  of 
the  water,  upon  which  a  narrow  strip  of  wire 
netting  should  be  placed,  will  effectually  stop  their 
little  game.  Equally  efficacious,  no  doubt,  would 
be  white  thread  wound  from  stick  to  stick  in  the 
same  way  as  this  is  used  by  gardeners  to  protect 
their  rows  of  peas.  I  have  made  no  mention  of 
other  birds,  but  there  are  others  who  certainly 
occasionally  take  liberties  with  trout  fry,  because 
they  are  only  casual  visitors  to  the  water’s  edge, 
but  the  wagtail  “  dish  washer,”  as  he  is  called  in 
these  parts,  is  always  there  or  thereabouts. — I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  R.  A.  Cary. 

Kingsworthy,  Winchester. 


“  Old  Jacob  a  Victim  to  the  Bitter  Weather. 
—Alas!  poor  old  Jacob  has  succumbed  to  the 
bitter  weather.  ‘  Who’s  poor  old  Jacob  ?  ’  Don’t 
you  know,  what  everybody  who  visited  Helming- 
ham  Hall  knew  ?  Old  Jacob  was  the  famous  old 
tame  pike  that  used  to  lie  in  the  moat  round  the 
Hall  all  the  summer  long,  generally  under  the 
back  bridge,  waiting  for  those  dainty  morsels 
which  an  indulgent  public  were  always  providing. 
As  tame  as  a  kitten  ;  you  had  only  to  show  your¬ 
self  at  the  side  when  Jacob  would  immediately 
be  in  attendance.  He  was  between  3ft.  and  4ft. 
long,  and  weighed  when  at  his  best  nearly  201b. 
He  has  been  weighed  several  times,  so  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  no  novelty  to  him.  What  his  age  was 
is  uncertain,  but  he  has  been  in  the  moat  for  over 
twelve  years,  and  as  to  how  old  he  was  when  first 
in  there  is  no  reliable  information.  His  appetite 
was  enormous,  and  at  frogs  he  never  said  ‘  no.’ 
He  was  known  to  swallow  seventeen  at  one 
seance,  and  went  off  disgusted  when  the  supplies 
failed,  He  once  took  a  half-grown  rabbit,  and  if 
an  unlucky  rat  only  got  into  the  moat,  cremation 
was  nothing  to  the  speed  at  which  he  disappeared 
down  Jacob’s  throat.  Hardly  anything  in  the 
carnivorous  line  came  amiss — bird,  bits  of  mutton 
or  beef,  rats,  frogs,  &c.,  were  all  welcome.  I  he 
only  thing  he  objected  to  was  a  toad,  which  he 
disgorged  the  next  instant — whether  the  flavour 
did  not  suit  his  delicate  palate  was  never  known.” 
— Norfolk  Paper. 

The  Statue  of  Izaak  Walton. — The  Christmas 
number  of  Fishing  Gazette  contains  an  illustration 
of  the  statue  of  Izaak  Walton,  erected  in 
Winchester  Cathedral  (where  the  Father  of 
Anglers  lies  buried)  with  money  raised  by  the 
Gazette.  The  statue  stands  in  a  niche  of  the 
great  screen  of  the  cathedral,  and  the  author 
of  the  “  Compleat  Angler  ”  is  represented  rest¬ 
ing  easily  on  his  left  foot,  with  right  foot 
advanced,  holding  a  fish  in  his  left  hand,  liis 
right  arm  raised,  with  first  finger  extended  as 
though  he  might  be  saying  to  Viator,  “  Sir,  I 
shall  proceed ;  and  my  next  discourse  shall  be 
rather  a  commendation,  than  a  justification  of 
angling ;  for,  in  my  judgment,  if  it  deserves  to 
be  commended,  it  is  more  than  justified ;  for 
some  practices  that  may  be  justified,  deserve  no 
commendation  ;  yet  there  are  none  that  deserve 
commendation  but  may  be  justified.”  Or  per¬ 
haps  the  artist  had  in  mind  that  Piscator  was 
saying  to  Viator,  “  Oh,  sir,  ’tis  not  to  be  ques¬ 
tioned,  but  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth 
your  learning ;  the  question  will  rather  be, 
whether  you  be  capable  of  learning  it  ?  For  he 
that  learns  it,  must  not  only  bring  an  enquiring, 
searching,  and  discerning  wit,  but  he  must  bring 
also  that  patience  you  talk  of,  and  a  love  and 
propensity  to  the  art  itself ;  but  having  got  and 
practised  it,  then  doubt  not  but  the  art  will 
(both  for  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  it)  prove,  like 
Fertue,  a  reward  to  itself." — Shooting  and  Fishing, 
Boston,  U.S.A. 


Folio  way's  Pills.— Wrong  made  right.— Every  day  that  any 
ily  suffering  is  permitted  to  continue  renders  it  more  certain  to 
due  chronic  or  dangerous.  Holloway's  purifying  cooling  and 
nstliening  pills  are  well  adapted  for  any  irregularity  of  the 
lan  body,  and  should  be  taken  when  the  stomach  is  disordered, 
liver  deranged,  the  kidneys  inactive,  the  bowels  torpid  or  the 
n  muddled.  With  this  medicine  every  invalid  can  cure  lain 
and  those  who  are  weak  and  infirm  through  imperfect 
stion  may  make  themselves  strong  and  stout  by  Holloway us 
:llent  Pills.  A  few  doses  of  them  usually  mitigate  the  most 
.fill  symptoms  caused  by  undigested  food,  from  t hey 

•oughly  free  the  alimentary  canal  ana  completely  restore  its 
iral  power  and  action. 


MIDLAND  ANGLING  NEWS. 

By  C.  W. 

Now  that  the  frost  has  gone,  the  anglers  of  tho 
Midlands  have  another  great  drawback  to  contend 
against,  and  that  is  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers, 
The  land  adjoining  the  river  is  in  a  fearful  state, 
especially  where  the  water  has  overflowed  the 
banks.  According  to  the  latest  reports  from  the 
Trent  Valley,  the  water  is  fining  down,  and  against 
these  notes  appear  in  print  (that  is  if  there  is 
no  more  rain)  the  river  will  be  in  grand  condition, 
and  pike  and  chub  fishermen  should  be  in  their 
glory.  The  river  Anker,  at  Tamworth,  which  is 
in  the  same  district  as  the  Trent,  was  on  the  31st  ult. 
in  high  flood,  and  my  friends  who  visited  this  river 
informed  me  that  the  meadows  were  covered  with 
water,  and  the  roadway  at  Armington  bridge  was  3ft. 
under  water.  This  is  the  highest  the  water  has  been 
known  to  rise  for  some  years.  The  Severn  has  also  been 
bank  high  according  to  information  received  from  my 
Kidderminster  friends,  but  is  going  down  nicely  now,  and 
some  good  fishingwill  probably  be  had,  especially  amongst 
the  chub,  which  are  now  in  this  river  in  grand  condition. 


On  Monday  evening  last,  Mr.  Hookway,  of  the  St. 
George’s  Society,  held  at  the  Wagon  and  Horses  Inn, 
Parade,  was  presented  at  the  club-house  with  the  St. 
George’s  challenge  cup,  which  was  given  by  the  late  sec¬ 
retary,  Mr.  A.  Roberts,  to  the  society,  to  be  fishedfor  by  the 
members  of  the  society,  and  to  be  won  thrice  in  succession 
or  three  times  in  all.  The  cup  was  fished  for  for  the  first 
time  last  November,  and  won  by  Mr.  Hookway,  who  will 
retain  it  in  his  possession  for  the  next  twelve  months.  The 
cup  is  a  splendid  piece  of  workmanship.  The  next  contest 
will  take  place  at  Tamworth,  in  the  river  Anker,  on  the 

22nd  of  February.  - 

The  best  fish  taken  in  the  Midlands  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  these  notes  is  a  pike  of  near  upon  101b.,  taken  on 
Saturday  last,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Miller,  of  the  Birmingham 
Association.  The  fish  was  caught  spinning  at  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Water  Works  Reservoir,  Gravelly  Hill,  Birmingham  ; 
this  water  is  well  stocked  with  fish  of  every  species,  but 
owing  to  the  weeds  is  very  awkward  to  fish. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  letter  from  Mr.  Platford,  the  secretary  of 
the  Manchester  Districts  Amalgamation,  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  would 
have  been  better  unwritten.  The  efficacy  of  the 
Amalgamation  has  never  been  denied  in  these 
Notes,  nor  has  the  pecuniary  support  given  to  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association  ever  been  ques¬ 
tioned.  It  was,  however,  stated  at  the  Amalga¬ 
mation  meeting  that  the  uses  of  a  delegate  being 
sent  to  the  association  were  open  to  doubt,  and 
Mr.  Platford  himself  was  the  very  man  to  say  so. 

The  writer  of  these  Notes  was  personally  present  at  the 
Amalgamation  meeting,  and  was  then,  and  for  the  matter 
of  that  is  still,  of  the  opinion  that  the  delegates  present  did 
the  Association  an  injustice  in  not  making  an  official  ap¬ 
pointment.  So  far  as  Bolton  anglers  and  the  return  to  the 
Amalgamation  are  concerned,  we  are  heartily  sick  of  the 
whole  turmoil  and  strife  in  this  direction.  We  regret  that 
Mr  Platford  cannot  see  the  “  information  of  interest  to 
anglers”  in  these  Notes,  but  with  ice-bound  waters  every¬ 
where  around,  we  confess  to  an  inability  to  at  present 
rouse  anglers  to  fever  pitch. 

The  meeting  in  connection  with  the  Northern  Anglers’ 
Association,  to  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Manchester,  on 
the  11  th  inst.,  is  not  one  confined  to  tho  Council,  but  any 
individual  angler  will  be  at  liberty  to  attend  and  take  part 
in  the  discussion.  There  is  a  proposal  on  foot  that  those  pre¬ 
sent  should  have  tea  together  afterwards.  The  hour  fixed  is 
half -past  two.  _ 


There  is  a  great  amount  of  ignorance  amongst  Lancashire 
anglers  as  to  what  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association 
really  exists  for,  audit  will  be  just  as  well  to  explain  one 
or  two  points  connected  with  it.  The  association  really 
sprang  from  a  meeting  of  north  country  anglers,  held  at 
LeedsT  on  the  7th  December,  1889,  when  it  was  resolved  to 
form  the  association,  as  the  promoters  say,  'in  order 
effectually  to  protect  the  varied  interests  involved,  and 
bring  about  a  much  required  alteration  and  improvement 
in  the  laws  relating  to  inland  fisheries.”  The  Association  in 
nowise  crosses  any  district  organizations  or  amalgamation, 
but  on  the  other  hand  hopes  by  the  po  werful  influence  it  is 
creating,  to  get  reforms  which  the  minor  bodies  could  not 
possibly  effect.  The  council  is  a  decidedly  powerful  body, 
comprising  as  it  docs  representatives  from  Leeds  Manches¬ 
ter,  Otley,  Rochdale,  U1  version.  Stockton-on-Tees,  Hud¬ 
dersfield,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  York,  Bradford,  Lancaster, 
Dewsbury,  Kendal,  and  Preston.  There  are  several  small 
features  in  connection  with  the  constitution  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  which  count  slightly  against  its  working  efficacy  but 
its  object  is  a  good  one,  and  time  will  And  things  working 
in  smoother  order.  The  honorary  secretaries,  any  of 
whom  will  be  pleased  to  give  information,  are  as  follows  : 
J.  W.  Addyman,  15,  East-parade,  Leeds  ;  J.  A.  Hutton,  la, 
Charlotte-street,  Manchester ;  G.  Paley,  lo,  Itibblesdale- 
place,  Preston.  _ 

From  all  centres  come  reports  that  travelling  cards  are 
being  extensively  applied  for,  ''’h/^  ^f  how  gnuc- 
ful  anglers  are  for  concessions  granted  b>  the  various  rail¬ 
way  companies.  Further  privileges  in  this  respect  are 
being  fought  for,  and  ultimately  may  bo  granted. 


Hub  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
n  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 

Anglers  should  at  ones  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
loots  <sie.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  3i,  Queen  Victoria-street, 

5  C  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  Semi- Waders, 
lie  “  Test  ’’  Brogues,  the  improved  “  Buckland  Fishing  Water- 
iroof  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
iverhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  7,  1891. 


i  ti 


NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON  ANGLING  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION. 

This,  the  leading  society  in  the  Midland  counties,  had 
the  honour,  on  the  night  of  the  24th  January,  of  enter¬ 
taming  Mr.  E.  S.  Shruhsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  at 
a  complimentary  banquet,  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham.  A  very 
large  and  representative  company  assembled,  and  the 
guest,  whose  articles  on  the  angling  societies  in  the 
metropolis  have  been  read  in  the  lace  town  with  much 
interest  and  delight,  met  with  a  most  cordial  reception. 
Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  president,  took  the  chair,  and  was 
supported  right  and  left  by  Mr.  Shrubsolc  and  Mr.  T.  J . 
Hodson  (Flyfishers  and  Pride  of  Derby  Clubs),  Mr.  T.  Essex 
(hon.  secretary  of  the  society),  Mr.  T.  Wood  (lessee  of  the 
Shardlow,  King’s  Mills,  and  Weston  fisheries  on  the 
Trent),  Mr.  H.  Spray  (hon.  secretary  of  the  society), 
Messrs.  H.  R.  Wilkins,  T.  Milne,  H.  Coxon,  E.  West,  F. 
Baker,  J.  Baker,  J.  Spray,  It.  Armstead,  W.  Hoe,  T. 
Hodgson,  W.  Freestone,  J.  T.  Lindley,  W.  Marshall,  S.  M. 
Hopkins,  C.  J.  Whitehall,  and  others. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
“The  Health  of  Mr.  Shrubsole  Slid  he  was  sure  the 
members  of  the  society  were  delighted  to  meet  him,  and 
also  their  friend  Mr.  Hodson,  from  Derby.  The  society 
had  been  established  nearly  twenty  years,  and  aspired  to 
some  distinction  in  the  angling  world  as  an  amateur  or¬ 
ganisation.  They  were  deeply  interested  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  fisheries,  and  had,  through  the  committee,  taken 
vigorous  action  on  the  pollution  of  rivers  question.  They 
were  still  in  communication  with  other  towns,  and  trusted 
their  efforts  would  result  in  the  permanent  good  of  the 
angling  community  at  large.  In  conclusion,  the  Chairman 
called  upon  the  company  to  drink  their  guest’s  health  in  a 
“bumper,”  and  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that  it 
would  not  be  the  last  time  he  would  come  amongst  them. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Shrubsole  acknowledged  the  compliment  at  some 
length,  and  stated  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  angling 
as  a  sport  and  anglers  as  a  body  of  sportsmen  demanded 
more  attention  and  more  organisation  than  they  had 
hitherto  received.  A  very  large  number  of  important 
questions  were  cropping  up  which  concerned  them  all  as 
anglers,  and  it  behoved  such  societies  as  theirs  to  con¬ 
sider  seriously  such  subjects  as  the  standard  of  weighable 
fish  in  connection  with  their  season’s  competitions.  No 
efforts  should  be  spared  to  suppress  the  taking  and  whole¬ 
sale  destruction  of  miserable  little  roach,  dace,  perch, 
chub,  barbel,  pike,  and  the  like,  for  it  was  known  that 
many  small  fish  had  been  taken  from  the  Trent  which  had 
not  even  been  afforded  the  chance  of  propagating  their 
species.  With  regard  to  the  delightful  pursuit  of  fly¬ 
fishing,  Mr.  Shrubsole  warmly  extolled  its  claims,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  Wellington  society  would  give 
it  additional  encouragement  by  offering  sundry  prizes  for 
competition.  As  an  incentive  he  had  exceeding  pleasure 
in  giving  for  the  taking  of  the  largest  dace  with  the  fly 
in  the  Trent  a  suitable  fly  book  with  flies  that  could  not 
fail  to  kill  most  coarse  fish  in  the  river.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  T.  Wood  said  he  was  immensely  pleased  with  the 
company  of  Mr.  Shrubsole,  and  he  wished  the  Gazette 
was  more  extensively  read  in  their  Notts  district.  It  was 
an  excellent  paper,  and  one  that  deserved  encouragement 
from  fishermen  generally.  Personally,  he  felt  sure  that  its 
sphere  of  usefulness  might  be  considerably  extended  in 
Nottingham.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  had  hundreds  of  anglers 
who  would  only  be  too  glad  to  become  subscribers,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  given  more  local  information.  As  to  the 
question  of  fly  fishing  the  society  included  a  large  number 
of  the  “surface  whippers.’  Many  gentlemen  who  fished 
his  waters  were  extremely  fond  of  it,  and  he  saw  no  reason 
why  the  society  should  not  give,  as  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Shrubsole,  more  encouragement  to  it  in  the  shape  of  com¬ 
peting  prizes.  There  was  no  telling  what  they  could  not 
do  in  the  Trcntuntil  they  tried.  Hitherto  no  one  appeared 
to  have  caught  a  salmon  in  the  river  with  the  fly,  but  it 
by  no  means  followed  the  fish  would  not  accept  one.  The 
fact  was,  no  one  ever  thought  of  bringing  a  fly  into  play  or 
use.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  an  idea  the  fish  could  be 
killed  with  the  artificial  lure,  and,  all  being  well,  he 
meant— during  the  season  which  opened  on  the  1st— to  give 
it  in  his  waters  an  exhaustive  trial.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
trusted,  too,  other  gentlemen  would  follow  suit.  He  had 
caught  in  the  Trent  not  only  salmon,  but  sea  trout  and 
common  trout,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  first-named 
w  ould  not  take  a  fly.  They  had  a  beautiful  river  in  the 
Trent,  and  he  hoped  during  the  salmon  season  that 
plenty  of  good  sport  would  be  enjoyed.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  T.  Hodson  next  interested  the  company  with  some 
personal  reminiscences  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and 
said  he  held  a  strong  opinion  on  the  feeding  habits  of  the 
salmon.  Like  Mr.  Wood,  he  saw  no  valid  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  induced  to  take  a  fly  on  the  Trent,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  hear  that  gentleman  say  he  was  going 
to  give  it  a  trial  in  his  waters  at  King’s  Mills.  For  his 
own  part  he  had  a  sneaking  fancy  for  a  small  Silver  Doctor, 


I  and  perhaps  Mr.  Wood  might  give  that  a  trial.  He  assured 
the  society  he  had  exceeding  pleasure  in  once  again  com- 
|  ing  amongst  them,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  the  time  was 
|  not  far  distant  when  the  gross  pollution  not  only  of  the 
Trent,  but  the  Derwent,  would  be  done  away  with.  The 
Trent  might  safely  be  made  one  of  the  finest  salmon 
streams  in  the  three  kingdoms.  In  closing  Mr.  Hodson 
signified  his  intention  of  giving  special  prizes  to  the 
society  for  the  production  of  specimen  dace  and  burbot, 

'  and  of  at  any  future  period  reading  the  members  a  paper 
on  dry-fly  fishing.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  F.  Warsop  (a  former  president  of  the  society)  briefly 
proposed  the  health  of  the  Chairman,  and  the  toast  was 
responded  to  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  stated  that  his  humble  resources 
were  always  at  the  call  of  the  society,  which  he  was  proud 
to  say  was  in  an  extremely  flourishing  condition.  (Hear 
hear.) 

Mr.  Sam  Bestow,  the  popular  host,  acknowledged  the 
toast  “Our  Host  and  Hostess  ”  in  a  highly  appropriate 
i  speech,  and  was  heartily  cheered. 

The  music  of  the  evening  was  supplied  by  the  society’s 
;  own  band,  and  the  proceedings  throughout  were  greatly 
5  enjoyed.  _ 


DARLINGTON  ANGLERS  AND  RIVER  TEES 
QUESTION. 

A  bout  forty  persons  sat  down  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
to  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Darlington  Silver  Trout  Ang¬ 
lers’  Association,  which  as  usual  was  served  in  first-class 
style,  and  in  prof usion.by  Mr.  Berryman,  the  genial  host  of 
the  Turk’s  Head,  Bondgate.  The  Mayor  <pf  Darlington  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Barron)  presided,  and  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Sharp  (president  of  the  association).  After  the 
cloth  had  been  cleared,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  enthu¬ 
siastically  drunk. 

The  Mayor  then  proposed  “  Success  to  the  Silver  1  rout 
Anglers’  Association.”  It  was  an  association  which  did  a 
great  deal  of  good  in  a  quiet  fashion.  He  looked  upon 
fishing  as  one  of  the  very  finest  of  our  sports,  because  it  in¬ 
duced  perseverance  and,  above  all,  the  cultivation  of 
patience.  An  association  of  that  sort  brought  men  together 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  faculty  of  fishing,  one  of  the  finest 
sports  he  knew.  They  were  fortunate  in  having  in  their 
Secretary  a  thorough  sportsman,  a  most  capable  business 
man.  He  was  the  originator  of  the  society  and  kept  the 
members  together.  He  did  not  know  what  might  happen 
to  the  river ;  but  he  had  a  notion  that  if  the  river  was  left  to 
,  the  sportsmen  to  watch,  they  would  have  more  efficient 
|  watching  than  at  present.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  it  were  made 
|  known  that  on  conviction  of  offenders  a  portion  of  the  pen¬ 
alty  would  go  to  the  person  who  laid  the  information  in  the 
j  same  way  as  under  some  of  the  Game  Acts  they  would 
1  have  quite  an  army  of  watchers  in  the  river,  who  would 
do  more  efficient  service  than  was  now  done  by  those  recog¬ 
nised  as  watchers.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Smythe  (hon.  sec.)  responded,  and  read  letters  of  apol¬ 
ogy  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Fry,  Mr.  Edwin  Cowper,  and  Inspector 
Mabon,  who  stated  that  from  2,270  trout  licences  issued 
last  year  27,240  trout  were  taken,  an  average  of  twelve  to 
each  rod.  He  (the  Secretary)  said  that  in  his  fifth  year  as 
secretary  he  m ight  state  that  this  year  they  commenced  with 
,  the  average  balance  in  favour.  There  were  now  about 
seventy  members.  In  the  past  five  years  they  had  given 
U21 14s.  in  prizes,  and  had  paid  £39  7s.  for  fishing  rights. 
When  they  commenced  they  had  only  two  miles  of  fishing 
on  the  Tees,  but  now  the  length  was  something  like  six¬ 
teen  miles.  (Hear,  hear.)  . 

Mr.  Webster,  J.P.,  proposed  “The  Officers  of  the  Soci- 
,  ety  (past  and  present),  ”  and  in  doing  so  said  that  in  his 
i  opinion  the  Tecs  was  not  at  all  a  satisfactory  river  for  fish¬ 
ing.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  very  pleased  that  the  society 
was  in  such  a  satisfactory  position.  In  their  president  they 
1  had  a  most  energetic  and  efficient  officer. 

Mr.  Sharp  responded,  said  that  was  his  third  year  of 
presidency,  and  he  could  say  that  all  the  officers  had  the 
interests  of  the  association  at  heart.  He  thought  there  was 
i  no  fear  the  association  would  go  on  and  prosper  as  long  as 
i  the  officers  were  such  as  at  present.  . 

Mr.  Timms  proposed  “The  Visitors,”  and  especially 
alluded  to  the  guests  from  the  Stockton  Association.  The 
toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Roadman  (Stockton)  acknowledged  the  toast,  and 
said  they  had  had  a  bad  season,  and  why  the  Tees  Fishery 
Board  wanted  toputanother  Is.  (id.  on  the  licences  he  could 
not  understand.  He  thought  they  ought  to  protest  against 
that  very  strongly— (hear,  hear,)— until  the  river  was  made 
a  good  trout  river.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  ever  would 
be  or  not,  for  something  or  other  seemed  to  militate  against 
it  Whether  it  was  the  sparling  nets  or  not  he  could  not 
say  but  they  were  a  cryingtshamc  to  all  anglers.  A  gentle¬ 
man  told  him  the  other  day  that  in  two  draws  of  the  nets 
he  saw  half  a  boatful  of  fish  taken.  And  those  sparling 
nets  went  free,  whilst  they  had  to  pay  a  licence  to  fish  for 
trout  or  salmon.  He  thought  they  were  entitled  to  have 


something  done  for  the  money  paid.  (Hear,  hear.)  1  here 
were  two  Darlington  members  on  the  Northern  Anglers 
Association,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  the  matter  into 
their  consideration.  They  wanted  Darlington,  Stockton, 
Middlesborough,  and  the  surrounding  districts  to  do  their 
share  in  the  matter,  because  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers.  Where  there  were  polluted  rivers  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  would  step  in,  if  the  propcrauthonties 
could  not  stop  it,  and  if  they  could  not  stop  the  pollution 
otherwise  they  were  prepared  togo  to  Parliament.  If  the 
Tees  Fishery  Board  could  not  stop  the  sparling  nets  the 
Northern  Anglers’ Association  would  sec  what  they  could 
do,  for  to  his  mind  that  was  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the 
Tees,  which  was  a  beautiful  river,  though  comparatively 
useless  as  a  trout  river.  „  , 

The  President  of  the  society  (Mr.  Sharp)  proposed  the 
health  of  the  Chairman,  who,  in  replying,  assured  the  com¬ 
pany  that  sparling  nets  had  been  a  source  of  considerable 
trouble  to  the  Fishery  Board  for  many  years.  Bye-laws 

had  been  passed  to  put  an  end  to  then,  but  they  were  sent 

back  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  power  to  pass  bye-laws.  He  believed,  however,  that 
the  new  Fishery  Boards  would  have  a  beneficial  effect. 
The  taking  of  sparling  had  been  a  very  serious  detriment 
both  to  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  on  the  Tees.  An¬ 
other  thing  was  the  pollution  of  the  river,  and  he  was  glad 
to  think  that  Aid.  Arthur  Pease  was  able  at  the  Durham 
County  Council  to  get  a  committee  appointed  to  deal  with 
that  matter.  As  a  community  obtaining  its  drinking 
water  from  the  Tees  they  had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
pollution  above  Darlington,  and  they  were  determined  to 
make  an  end  of  it  by  fair  means  or  foul.  (Hear,  hear.) 
But  there  was  a  great  deal  of  pollution  put  in  lower  down, 
which  it  was  not  to  be  expected  the  fish  would  face.  AH 
down  the  river  the  cry  was  that  the  fish  were  falling 
away  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  he  believed  one  reason 
of  the  Fishery  Board  being  in  debt  was  the  pollution  that 
entered  the  river.  Stockton  had  no  more  right  to  pollute 
the  river  by  sewage  than  had  Barnard  Castle  or  Darling, 
ton.  He  thought  they  had  a  fair  right  to  say  that,  with;n 
the  line  of  interference  with  industries,  impurities  ough 
not  to  be  put  into  the  river.  The  improvement  of  Dim  s 
dale  dam,  he  thought,  would  make  the  Tees  a  better  an 
earlier  river,  and  the  matter  had  been  seriously  taken  u 
by  the  Fishery  Board.  With  regard  to  the  trout  licensesp 
his  present  op'inion  was  that  they  should  not  be  increased, 
although  he  was  the  originator  it  the  first  proposal  that, 
they  should  be  2s.  (id.  The  prese  nt  system  of  watching  he 
believed  to  be  a  farce. 

“  The  Vice-Chairman  ”  and  other  toasts  followed. 


Trout  Fishing  near  Plymouth  :  Prospects  for  the 
Coming  Season.— I  think  if  tR?  various  boards  of  con¬ 
servators  and  fishery  associatio  is  were  at  t  he  end  of  each 
year  to  call  meetings  of  the  licence  holder!  and  fishermen 
in  their  district  they  would  be  able  to  lay  a  much  more 
faithful  report  to  the  public.  There  is  an  old  idea  that 
fishermen  arc  well-known  perverters  of  the  truth,  but  from 
the  reports  that  I  have  read  in  the  papers  that  have  been 
presented  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  associations,  those 
that  are  responsible  for  the  getting  up  of  these  reports 
should  certainly  take  the  cake.  There  is  no  reason  why 
our  rivers  should  not  be  as  good  as  other  rivers  in  the 
country,  but  until  the  licence  holders  and  those  who  pro¬ 
vide  the  £  s.  d.  are  allowed  to  have  a  voice  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  fisheries,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  go  on  in  the 
same  old  jog-trot  manner.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall 
have  a  better  season  than  we  had  last.  It  is  certain  that 
we  shall  in  the  Dart,  as  they  have  placed  into  the  river 
about  two  hundred  yearlings  in  good  condition.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  should  be  copied  by  those 
who  have  the  power  over  the  other  rivers  in  our  district.— 
William  Hearder. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  Now  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  F  oroign 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks:— 

485.— Henry  Wilson,  of  19.  Melbourne-street,  Gateshead, 
for  “  A  wooden  fishing  creel.” 

967.— Joseph  Whitelam,  for  “An  improved  trawl  beam  for 
sea  and  river  fishing. 

Anglers  should  at  onco  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andcrsons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  ami  sole  makers  of  the  •'  Norge”  Semi-Waders, 
the  “Test”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water- 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


WIIMilBILjIEIDOIBr  Ij-A-IKIIE 

(Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station,  District  or  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Tickets  2s.  per  Day.  Evening  Tickets,  available  after  4  o’clock  p.m.,  Is. 

THE  FIKE  FISHING  SEASON 

Opened  on  August  14th,  Tickets  2/6  per  Day.  No  Gorge  Fishing  allowed. 
Boats  on  hire.  Dinners  and  Teas  at  the  Cottage  on  the  Banks. 

Proprietor :  JOHN  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 

FREE  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING 

Commencing  January  15. 

Salmon  Fishers  should  make  a  note  of  the  alteration  of  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  Tay,  as  it  is  expected  to  benefit  that  line  stretch  of  about  five  miles’ 
free  fishing  attached  to 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL,  ABERFELDY,  N.B. 

ALEX.  NICOL,  Lessee. 


SCOTCH  TWEEDS, 

ALL  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemens  Wear,  also  Ladies 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Dugs,  Blankets,  &c. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  arc  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Langhaugh  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID.  _ 

NOTICE. 

HUTCHINSON  &  SON, 

FISH-HOOK  &  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS 

ZEC  IE  ILL  IDAvL, 

Beg  to  intimate  that— owing  to  the  immense  increase  in  their  wholesale  trade— they  have, 
from  January  1st,  1391,  disposed  of  their  retail  branch  to 

(ITT AS  HUTCHINSON  AND  CO., 

OP  STBICKLANDGATE,  KENDAL. 

11.  &  8.  will  from  that  date  supply  goods  through  dealers  only. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETT 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  7,  1891. 


THAMES  ANGLING  RIGHTS. 

Smith  v.  Andrews. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Chancery  Division, 
on  Thursday,  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Andrews  was 
opened  before  Mr.  Justice  North.  The  action  is 
for  damages  for  wrongfully  fishing  in  the  plaintiff’s 
several  fishery,  situate  in  the  river  Thames, 
between  Maidenhead  Bridge  and  Amerden  Ash 
eyot,  and  for  the  infringement  of  the  plaintiff’s 
right  of  fishing.  The  plaintiff  also  proceeds  for 
trespass,  and  seeks  an  injunction  to  restrain. 

Mr.  Cousins  Hardy,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Stuart  Moore  repre¬ 
sented  the  plaintiff,  instructed  by  Messrs.  Tyrrell,  Lewis 
and  Co.;  while  Mr.  Henn  Collins,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Abinger  appeared  for  the  defendant,  instructed  by  Messrs. 
Bernard  Abrahams  and  Co. 

Mr.  Cousins  Hardy,  in  opening  the  case,  stated  that  the 
plaintiff,  Mrs.  Annie  Smith,  was  a  widow, [residing  at  The 
Fishery,  Maidenhead;  and  the  defendant,  Mr.  James 
Andrews,  was  of  King-street,  Maidenhead.  The  plaintiff 
claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  in  the  river 
Thames,  and  comprised  in  the  whole  stream  of  the  river 
from  the  boundary  of  the  fishery  belonging;  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Maidenhead  near  Maidenhead  Bridge,  and  north¬ 
ward  as  far  as  Broad  Place,  near  Bray  point,  and  from 
thence  for  the  half  stream  only  on  the  Buckinghamshire 
side,  as  far  as  Monkey  Island  at  Amerden  Ash  Eyot,  oppo¬ 
site  Oak  Stubbs  Hedge.  The  plaintiff  was  also  the  owner  in 
fee  simpleof  the  land  abutting  on  the  river  Thamesbetween 
a  point  580ft.  from  Maidenhead  Bridge  on  the  south  side, 
and  a  point  beyond  Broad-place  aforesaid  in  the  county  of 
Berks.  The  allegation  against  the  defendant  was  that  he, 
on  the  16th  of  November,  1889,  and  divers  other  occasions, 
fished  in  the  fishery  named,  and  took  away  fish  therefrom  to 
the  damage  of  the  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  further  sued  the 
defendant  that  on  the  same  date  he  broke  and  entered 
certain  land  of  the  plaintiff,  covered  with  water,  with 
boats  or  punts,  and  wrongfully  moored  the  same,  thereby 
destroying,  disturbing,  and  driving  away  the  fish,  and  that 
he  kept  such  boats  moored  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and 
not  navigation.  The  plaintiff  therefore  sought  damages 
for  the  trespass  and  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  further  trespass.  For  the  statement  of  defence,  he 
(Mr.  Hardy)  must  ask  his  Lordship’s  consideration  of  the 
issues  raised  in  detail.  Firstly,  the  defendant  denied  that 
the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  the  several  fishery  in  the 
Thames  as  alleged,  therefore  that  would  have  to  be  proved. 
Secondly,  he  (defendant)  denied  that  the  plaintiff  was  the 
owner  of  the  bed  of  the  Thames  in  such  fishery,  and 
that  would  also  have  to  be  proved  by  the  plaintiff.  As 
to  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  paragraphs  of  the  state¬ 
ment  of  claim,  the  defendant  said  that  the  alleged 
several  fishery  was.  still  is,  and  from  time  immemorial 
has  been  part  and  parcel  of  the  Thames,  and  that  the 
parts  of  the  river  in  which  he  fished,  and  carried  away  fish, 
were,  and  now  are.  and  from  the  time  whereof  the  memory 
of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  have  been  a  public  and  com¬ 
mon  navigable  river.  Further,  that  in  the  part  of  the  river 
set  out  in  the  indictment  every  subject  of  the  realm  had, 
and  still  has,  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  fishing  there,  in 
due  and  proper  season,  and  that  the  defendant  did  so  fish 
as  it  was  lawful  for  him  to  do.  Now,  he  submitted  that 
that  clause  of  the  defence  was  no  defence  at  all.  Fortu¬ 
nately  there  was  an  express  decision  which  he  could  quote 
with  regard  to  the  bed  of  the  Thames.  The  fifth  clause  of 
the  defence  was  extraordinary,  as  it  stated  that  the  defend¬ 
ant  was  the  holder  of  the  license  granted  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy, entitling  him  to|fish,  and  take  and  carry  away 
fish,  in  any  navigable  portion  of  the  Thames,  including 
the  portion  claimed  by  the  plaintiff.  His  (Mr.  Hardy’s) 
reply  to  this  was  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  con¬ 
tained  an  express  saving  reservation  of  the  rights  of 
fisheries,  and  which  prohibited  any  right,  such  as  claimed 
by  the  defendant,  whatever.  Paragraph  6  of  the  defence 
further  stated  that  the  defendant  had  fished  and  carried 
away  fish  in  the  said  fisherysfor  twenty  years,  and  that  the 
subjects  of  the  realm  had  fished,  caught,  and  carried  away 
fish  in  the  said  fisheries  for  sixty  years  without  interrup¬ 
tion.  protest,  or  complaint  from  the  plaintiff,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons.  This  he  thought  was  quite  a  new  sort 
of  plea. 

Mr.  Abinger  explained  that  under  the  plea  named  in 
Clause  6  of  the  defence,  it  was  intended  to  argue  the  right 
to  fish  after  the  lapse  of  a  certain  number  of  years  without 
protest,  the  presumption  of  law  being  that  such  lapse  of 
time  was  equal  to  a  dedication  of  right. 

His  Lordship  :  I  do  not  quite  read  the  paragraph  as  rais¬ 
ing  that  point ;  but  if  there  is  anything  special  about  it  I 
might  allow  argument. 

Mr.  Hardy  then  read  paragraph  seven  of  the  defence : 
“  The  defendant  further  says  that  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
said  river  Thames  is  conferred  on  the  subjects  of  this  realm 
by  statute,  and  will  rely  at  the  trial  of  this  action  on 
2  Henry  VI.,  c.  15.”  That  statute  was  repealed  in  the  year 
1863.  (Slight  laughter.)  Before  dealing  with  the  plaintiff’s 
title,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  through  formally, 
he  would  beg  his  Lordship’s  consideration  to  the  conclusion 
to  be  arrived  at  from  a  perusal  of  the  case  of  Blount  v. 
Layard.  That  action  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Blount 
against  Layard  for  wrongfully  entering  the  plaintiffs 
fishery.  It  was  tried  before  Lord  Coleridge  ;  but  the  jury 
disagreed.  Then  the  plaintiff  applied  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  for  judgment  to  be:  entered  for  the  plaintiff  on  the 
admitted  facts.  The  Court  of  Appeal  considered  that 
there  was  one  point  that  they  could  not  exclude  from  a 
jury,  and  the  case  was  accordingly  sent  back  again  for  a 
new  trial.  The  result  was  that  Justice  Field  and  a  jury 
found  for  the  plaintiff.  The  important  point  of  the  trial 
rested  upon  the  very  decisive  statement  of  Lord  Justice 
Lindley,  who  said  :  “  The  defendant,  as  One  of  the  public, 
has  fished  in  the  stream,  and  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  re¬ 
tain  his  right,  has  brought  this  action.  There  can  be  no  such 
right  of  the  public  to  fish  in  a  non-tidal  river  without  the 
permission  of  somebody.” 

His  Lordship :  I  do  not  quite  follow  that. 

Mr.  Hardy  :  He  means  there  must  be  somebody  who  can 
interfere. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Hardy  said  it  was  a  most  important 
matter  to  be  recollected  as  regarded  such  streams  as  the 
Thames,  that,  although  the  public  had  been  in  the  habit 
as  long  as  their  fathers  could  recollect  of  fishing,  yet  the 
public  had  no  right  to  fish  there  as  members  of  the  public. 
That  was  certain  law.  Of  course  they  might  fish  with  a 


licence  or  owing  to  the  good-nature  of  those  entitled  to  the 
soil,  but  right  in  themselves  the  public  had  none  ;  and,  as 
Lord  Lindley  had  said,  every  jury  in  any  trial  ought  to  be 
told  that.  Now,  applying  that  judgment  to  the  present 
case,  he  contended  that  item  throe  of  the  defence,  in  which 
the  defendant  claimed  the  right  to  fish  as  a  member  of  the 
public,  was  bad  in  law,  and  no  evidence  ought  to  be 
admitted  concerning  it.  It  had  been  laid  down  very 
decisively  that  no  dedication  could  be  made. 

His  Lordship  :  I  don’t  quite  understand  that.  Suppos¬ 
ing  a  person  to  whom  a  piece  of  the  Thames  indissolubly 
belongs,  cannot  he - 

Mr.  Hardy  :  I  mean  that  no  lasting  dedication  can  be 
be  made.  The  only  point  for  your  Lordship’s  decision  is, 
does  the  plaintiff  make  out  her  title  to  the  several  fishery  ? 

The  right  of  ownership  was  then  traced  in  detail  by  Mr. 
Hardy.  He  explained  that  the  part  of  the  bed  of  the 
Thames  now  in  question  and  the  fishery  in  it  was  originally 
part  of  the  Manor  of  Bray.  That  Manor  was  vested  in  the 
Crown,  and  the  Crown,  as  lords  of  the  manor  from  the 
thirteenth  century  downwards,  received  rents  for  the 
rights  of  fishing  in  the  Thames,  exacted  fines  and  penalties, 
had  a  successful  litigation  with  the  Corporation  of  London, 
and  in  fact  exercised  every  right  of  ownership.  He  should 
show  that  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  the  Crown  granted  to 
the  Corporation  of  Maidenhead  the  fishery,  which  was  the 
plaintiff  s  boundary  on  the  north ;  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
the  Crown  granted  this  particular  fishery  in  dispute  to 
certain  owners,  and  having  shown  its  formal  and  correct 
descent  into  the  hands  of  the  present  holder,  he  should 
contend  that  he  had  amply  proved  his  case.  Deeds  could 
be  produced  to  show  that  in  1821  James  Pain  devised  the 
fishery  to  Sarah  Pain,  that  in  1854  Sarah  Pain  devised 
the  fishery  to  the  trustees  of  James  Pain  Lewis,  that 
on  the  11th  of  September,  1871,  there  was  a  conveyance  by 
James  Pain  Lewis  and  his  mortgagees  to  Mr.  Ouvery,  and 
that  on  that  gentleman’s  death  on  the  17th  of  May,  1882, 
the  fishery  was  conveyed  to  Mr.  Tyrrell  Lewis. 

In  reply  to  his  Lordship,  Mr.  Hardy  remarked  that  when 
he  spoke  of  the  fishery  he  also  meant  the  bed  of  the 
river. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Hardy  added  that  on  the  29th  Sept.,  1888, 
Mr.  Tyrrell  Lewis  conveyed  the  property  to  the  plaintiff. 

At  this  point  the  case  was  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next, 
Mr.  Hardy  adding  that  the  plaintiff  wished  him  to  say  that 
she  has  always  been  willing  and  anxious  not  to  deprive  any 
of  the  public  from  fishing,  providing  the  rights  of  owner¬ 
ship  were  admitted. 


Reports  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  general  committee  of  the 
association  met  on  the  3rd  inst.,  when  several  important 
matters  were  transacted,  including  the  recommendation 
that  hon.  bailiffs’  warrants  should  be  given  to  two  members 
of  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  It  was  decided  that 
the  railway  privilege  tickets  for  the  coming  season  should 
be  of  a  bright  green  colour.  A  letter  was  received  from 
the  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  Company. 
The  meeting  closed  at  ten  p.m.  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  who  occupied 
the  chair.— Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  9,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  2.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to 
the  St.  Andrew’s  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday,  the  3rd  inst.,  but 
the  attendance  was  small,  as  there  were  only  ten  societies 
represented  ;  but  the  talent  was  good,  so  a  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  The  next  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  the 
Wenlock  Angling  Society.  Notices  of  date  will  be  sent 
round  the  district.  As  this  is  the  first  visit  to  this  society,  I 
hope  it  will  be  a  bumper.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Allason  Piscatorials  on  the 
2nd.  Upon  the  roll  being  called  eleven  clubs  responded;  the 
A.  B.  Box  was  opened,  and  found  to  contain  11s.  4d.  The 
next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Allason  United  at  the  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill-gate,  W.,  on  Tuesday 
next,  Feb.  10.— J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  ten  shillings 
and  sixpence,  annual  subscription  from  F.  W.  Norman, 
Gresham  Angling  Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  13,  at  8.30.— 
R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Allason  Piscatorial  Society,  Golborne  Liberal  Club, 
Portobello-road,  Notting-hill.— The  return  visit,  which 
took  place  at  our  club  last  Monday,  was  a  great  success, 
eleven  clubs  being  represented,  and  an  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent;  hoping  the  Allason  Uniled  Brothers  the  same 
success  next  Tuesday,  Feb.  10.  N.B.— Members,  please 

note  that  the  remainder  of  prizes,  if  not  taken  by  Feb.  15, 
will  be  declared  void  ;  hoping  they  will  endeavour  to  take 
them.  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Hammans  were  out  on  Feb.  1  at 
Richmond,  and  both  weighed  in  dace.— W.  Miller,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— It  was  pro¬ 
posed,  seconded,  and  carried  unanimously  that  we  fish  a 
match  for  three  prizes  on  Feb.  15,  at  Slough  ;  two  rods ;  all 
fish  to  weigh  in  according  to  Thames  standard.  After  other 
necessary  business  was  transacted,  the  meeting  closed  with 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  worthy  secretary.  Will  all  brother 
anglers  note  that  the  next  return  visit  will  be  paid  to  our 
society  on  Feb.  10,  when  one  and  all  are  invited  ?  B.  Abra¬ 
hams,  of  Brompton,  has  promised  to  attend  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  and  give  the  above  club  a  handsome  prize. — B. 
Abrahams,  hon.  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— On  February  1,  we  fished  our  pegged 
down  match  at  Windsor,  for  five  prizes,  all  being  taken  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Whiston,  Windsor,  Pailes,  and  Reed  in  the 
order  named.  On  February  2,  our  return  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List  took  place,  when  the 
following  twenty-four  clubs  were  represented Alma. 
Amicable  Brothers,  Amicable  Waltomans,  Anchor  and 


Hope,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  Burton  Piscatorials,  Camden,  City  of  London, 
Funny  Folks,  Groat  Northern  Brothers,  Independent 
Brothers,  Islington  Brothers,  Lincoln,  Little  Independent, 
North  Lambeth,  North  Western,  Patriotic,  Rodney,  St. 
Albans  and  Excelsior,  St.  Andrews,  Silver  Trout.  I  thank 
all  clubs,  especially  the  Woolwich  clubs,  whose  names 
were  not  on  the  list.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.  —  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  the  sport  was  not  so  brisk 
as  they  thought  it  would  have  been  after  the  long  close 
season  of  frost.  The  following  had  fish  from  Windsor:— 
Mr.  Jones,  roach;  Mr.  Cooper,  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Rich, 
roach  and  gudgeon ;  and  Mr.  Bird,  jun.,  roach  and 
dace  from  Kingston.— J.  Rich,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Great  Sui.ton-street,  Goswell-road.—  On  the  1st  inst.  several 
of  our  members  were  out ;  but  only  one  member  was  suc¬ 
cessful  (Mr.  Embleton,  sen.),  having  a  nice  show  of  roach. 
It  is  particularly  requested  that  all  members  will  attend 
next  meeting  night,  to  arrange  the  prizes  for  the  day’s 
outing.— E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  night,  when  it  was  decided  that  we  fish  at 
Richmond  on  the  8th  for  eight  prizes.  Mr.  Shakel  and  F. 
Davis  had  fish  enough  to  take  a  prize,  but  the  majority  of 
members  were  not  successful  enough  to  weigh  in  the 
stipulated  weight.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Anglers  Pride  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City 
Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Feb.  1,  but  the  takes  were  very  poor. 
We  fish  for  three  prizes  at  Datchet  on  F eb.  8.  All  members 
to  go  down  by  first  train.  Members  don’t  forget  the  United 
Brothers  S.L.  Visit  on  the  10th,  and  show  up  in  strong 
force. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  February  1st  Mr.  E. 
Tindell  saved  the  club  a  blank  with  a  nice  show  of  perch 
from  Hampton,  the  largest  lib.  5oz.,  and  a  tench  21b.;  on 
January  27th,  Mr.  J.  Pinclar  read  an  amusing  paper  on  a 
“  Life’s  Angling  Experience,”  and  at  the  close  both  he  and 
Mr.  W.  Burkett  (the  chairman)  received  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks.  On  February  10th  a  discussion  will  take  place  on 
the  standard  of  fish  weighable  at  clubs.  Anglers  invited. 
A  committee  meeting  on  Monday  next  to  arrange  next 
outing,  &c.— Geo.  Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— Several  members  were  out  on  the  1st  inst., 
but  only  two  turned  up  to  weigh  in,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Patman 
a  nice  show  of  roach,  bream  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Allum, 
dace.  On  the  8th  we  fish  a  competition  for  seven  prizes, 
consisting  of  two  guineas,  three  half  guineas,  a  silk  um¬ 
brella  and  a  fishing  box;  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided 
at  the  meeting  on  the  6th.  On  Tuesday, the  10th,  our  mem¬ 
bers  intend  to  turn  up  in  force  at  the  United  Brothers,  it 
being  the  occasion  of  their  return  visit  on  the  South  Lon¬ 
don  United  Visiting  List,  and  I  hope  all  the  societies  in  the 
South  of  London  will  do  the  same. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars.— On  the  1st  instant,  Mr.  G. 
E.  Simms  entertained  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
above  society,  by  an  admirable  reading  of  a  paper  on  “The 
Upper  Thames.”  These  readings  will  take  place  on  the 
first  and  third  Sunday  in  each  month  until  further  notice. 
On  the  15th  instant,  Mr.  Deplidge  will  read  a  paper,  subject 
announced  next  week.  Readings  in  future  at  9  o’clock  for 
half-past,  in  order  to  give  gentlemen  time  to  stagger  home 
under  the  weight  of  their  fish.  Only  one  member  weighed 
in  on  the  1st.— G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — The  above  will  hold 
their  usual  quarterly  match  on  Feb.  8th,  at  Ware,  from 
the  engine  house  down ;  all  members  are  to  go  on  the 
morning  and  leave  off  fishing  at  five  o’clock  On  the  4th 
inst.  Mr.  Pailes  weighed  in  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Thames. — D.  Warren. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W.— On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Cecil  weighed  in 
some  nice  roach.  I  beg  to  remind  the  members  that  the 
competition  postponed  from  last  month  will  take  place  at 
Windsor,  8th  inst. ;  all  competitors  to  go  down  by  the 
8.25  from  Paddington.— H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E. — Our  members  were  out  in 
force  on  Feb.  1.  to  fish  for  Mr.  Howell’s  prize,  but  all  failed 
to  take  fish,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  river.  They  will, 
however,  fish  on  Feb.  8,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  for  the 
prize,  and  also  one  added  by  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  jack.  Will  our  angling  friends  please  note  that 
our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  10,  when 
we  shall  be  very  pleased  to  see  as  many  members  and  friends 
as  our  large  club-room  will  hold.— F.  H.,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.— I  he 
dismal  series  of  blanks  was  happily  broken  on  the  1st  inst., 
when  Mr.  Donald  Flint  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach 
and  dace  and  a  nice  jack  of  3£lb.  I  trust  that  the  members 
of  the  above  will  attend  next  meeting,  as  there  are  several 
prizes  to  be  fished  off  before  the  end  of  the  season. — J. 
Pether,  sec.  „  •  ,  ,  , 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  Kings 
Cross.— The  above  society’s  inaugural  smoker  on  the  28th 
ult.  proved  a  decided  success,  our  spacious  club-room 
being  thronged  with  anglers  and  friends.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Air.  F.  Field,  faced  by  Mr.  P.  Bnerly,  while 
Air.  C.  West  very  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  I  sincerely 
wish  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  so  generously  sup¬ 
ported  us  on  that  occasion,  and  we  hope  to  soon  be  able  to 
return  the  compliment.  On  the  25th  ult.  C.  Sturman, 
jack ;  C.  Roberts,  roach ;  and  on  the  1st  inst.  Alessrs. 
Richards,  Sturman,  Ashton,  and  Roberts,  dace  from  the 
Tideway,  Mr.  Richards’  thirty  fine  fish  being  much 
admired.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec.  „  , 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town. — On  the  1st  inst.  our  trays  were  '''ell 
filled  by  the  following  members :— Mr.  King,  roach;  Air. 
Langton,  roach  ;  Mr.  W.  White,  dace ;  Mr.  Sharp,  dace  ; 
Air.  C.  Chapman,  dace  and  gudgeon.  Members  are 
reminded  that  Wednesday  next  is  clearing  night,  when  all 
arrears  must  be  paid. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  Semi-Waders, 
the  “  Test  ”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 
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Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on  this 
list  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  A.S.,  held  at 
the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  and  will 
take  place  on  Monday  next,  9th  inst.  The  well-known 
host  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  will  personally  receive  and  welcome 
all  friends  on  this  occasion. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  the  8th 
inst.  we  fish  a  roving  match  for  four  prizes;  members  can 
go  where  they  please,  and  must  leave  town  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  match.  I  beg  to  inform  members  that  Thursday, 
the  12th  inst.,  is  quarterly  night,  when[I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  to  arrange  outstanding  prizes  and  those  in  arrears 
to  clear  the  books.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Clapton  Angling  Society.— At  our  weekly  meeting  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  in  the  chair,  we  had  a 
most  singularly -shaped  jack,  of  101b.  weight:  shown  by  Mr. 
6.  Colls,  one  of  our  members,  taken  by  him  that  day  at 
private  waters  beyond  Broxbourne.  I  send  you  the  dimen¬ 
sions,  and  if  any  of  your  readers  would  just  pencil  out  the 
measurements  (taking  the  half  of  the  girth,  and  allowing, 
say,  a  couple  of  inches  for  breadth)  they  will  see  the  very  ex¬ 
cessive  depth  of  the  fish  and  its  singularly  short  length.  It 
was  not  an  aged  fish  by  any  means  :— Length  from  tip  of 
nose  to  end  of  tail,  28in. ;  length  from  tip  of  nose  to  end  of 
gill,  8£in. ;  girth,  18in.  W e  had  a  pleasant  evening,  and 
the  usual  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  our  chairman. — 
Henry  Howse,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— A  visit  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Alma  Angling  Society 
on  Monday  evening  which  was  a  complete  success,  the 
house  being  crowded  with  company,  Mr.  Leicester  being 
chairman.  The  folio  wing  twenty -four  societies  being  well 
represented,  viz.:  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln,  St. 
Andrews  City  of  London,  Patriotic,  Independent  Brothers, 
Amicable  Waltonian,  Funny  Folks,  Islington  Brothers, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  Burton  Piscatorials,  North 
Lambeth,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Camden,  St.  Albans  and 
Excelsior,  Silver  Trout,  Northwestern,  Amicable  Brothers, 
Anchor  tand  Hope,  Athenseum,  Blackfriars’  Piscatorials, 
Rodney.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Burton  Piscatorials, 
held  at  the  Globe  Tavern,  Derby-street,  King’s  Cross.  Our 
competition  at  Windsor  has  been  postponed  till  Feb.  15, 
and  the  meeting  to  pay  in  money  and  arrange  prizes  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  12.  The  weighing  in  wTill  be  extended  till 
6.30  p.m.'  Plenty  more  tickets  on  hand.— F.  Castell,  hon. 
SBcrc  tary. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  but 
only  Mr.  Underwood  and  J.  Camm  weighed  in  21b.  of  dace, 
the  thick  state  of  the  water  no  doubt  accounting  for  the 
small  show,  &c.  The  match  arranged  for  February  22nd 
takes  place  at  Taplow,  from  Bowley’s  Lock  to  Chain 
Ferry;  roving;  two  rods;  all  fish  to  weigh;  members  to 
catch  their  own  live-bait ;  members  to  proceed  by  the  8.25 
a.m.  train  from  Paddington  or  Westbourne  Park,  and 
member  going  by  a  later  train  to  report  himself  to  nearest 
competitor.  All  fish  to  be  registered  at  the  Dumb  Bell 
Hotel,  not  later  than  seven  p.m.,  and  all  members  to  leave 
Taplow  by  the  8.12  p.m.  train,  and  proceed  direct  to  the 
club  to  weigh  in. — J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— Our  worthy  president,  Mr.  J.  F. 
Dawson,  had  a  good  take  of  roach,  and  Mr.  H.  Wells 
several  pike ;  nothing  else  of  note  having  occurred  during 
the  week.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  early  on 
Wednesday  nextfor  business. — A.  E.  Evans. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— The  members 
of  the  above  will  fish  a  roving  match  on  the  8th  inst.  for 
Mrs.  Pratt,  Master  and  Miss  Pratt,  and  Mr.  Ward’s  prizes. 
Conditions  (rule  30)  all  members  to  sign  at  the  club-house 
after  five  o  clo::k  on  the  7th.  Members  wishing  to  make 
themselves  eligible  can  do  so  by  calling  on  the  secretary,  or 
at  the  club-house.  A  grand  concert  will  take  place  at  the 
Crown  Tavern,  Clerkenwell-green,  on  Monday,  March  2, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  five  children  of  the  late 
Charles  Turner,  a  very  old  member  of  the  above,  who  died 
suddenly,  having  buried  a  child  the  Saturday  previous, 
and  through  depression  of  trade  has  left  his  family  totally 
unprovided.  Any  brother  angler  or  friend  who  would  like 
to  assist  in  this  most  deserving  case  we  should  be  pleased 
to  meet  them  at  the  above  house  on  Wednesday  evenings 
at  nine  o’clock,  where  the  committee  meet. — W.  H.  Bur- 
wash,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  1st  inst.,  twenty-eight  of  our 
members  competed  at  Uxbridge  for  eight  prizes ;  but  I  am 
very  sorry  to  say  that  only  two  were  taken,  the  first  being 
Mr.  C.  Robinson,  second  Mr.  Pocock.  The  remainder 
will  be  fished  off  at  the  Rye  House,  the  8th  inst.  Members 
to  go  down  by  the  8.8  and  9.19  from  Hackney  Downs.  Mem¬ 
bers  please  note,  the  supper  will  be  on  the  table  by  8  o’clock 
on  Tuesday  next.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field.— The  outing  for  the  8th  inst.  is  arranged  to  take 
place  from  Chertsey  Lock  to  Doggett’s  Point.  All  start  by 
first  train  Jack  barred,  two  rods  allowed.  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  of  members  at  the  station.  All  members 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  R.  F. 
Thompson,  who  met  with  a  serious  accident  wThile  skating 
on  Boxing  Day,  is  recovering,  though  yet  far  from  well, 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Bird  was  appointed  as  secretary, 
and  I  am  sure  will  prove  an  acquisition  in  that  office.— 
F.  W.  Gomm,  assistant  sec. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.  —  The  next 
meeting  of  the  above  society  will  be  held  on  the  10th  inst. 
at  8  p.m.,  at  the  Post  Office  Hotel,  Noble-street,  E.C.  Upon 
this  occasion  I  expect  several  matters  of  importance  will 
be  brought  before  the  members,  so  hope  to  have  all  present 
at  the  meeting.  We  shall  also  be  glad  to  enroll  any  G.  P. 
officer  upon  the  strength  of  this  society  as  our  numbers 
are  unlimited.— L.  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster,  Foley- 
etreet,  N.— On  the  1st  inst.  Messrs.  Green  and  Monk  were 
the  only  members  who  had  fish,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  not 
in  any  great  quantity.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
Tuesday  last,  Feb.  9,  was  quarterly  night,  and  those  in 
arrears  are  urgently  requested  to  clear  the  books  without 
any  further  delay.— J.  Roach,  sec. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  the  1st  inst.  several  mem¬ 
bers  were  out,  but  only  Mr.  F.  Bates  had  fish  (a  few  roach 
and  perch  from  the  Rye  House  water).  I  hope  that  now 
the  frost  has  disappeared  members  will  try  and  make  up 
for  lost  time.  I  wish  to  remind  those  that  were  not  present 
on  the  3rd  inst.  that  it  was  quarterly  night,  and  all  arrears 
should  be  paid  on  Tuesday  next ;  also,  those  who  have  their 
names  on  the  Manning  Testimonial  sheet  will  please  pay 
up.— G.  F.  Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 

Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  After  severa 


weeks  of  blanks  we  have  at  last  had  a  small  show  of  fish— 
viz.,  on  the  1st  inst.  On  this  we  hope  to  rapidly  improve, 
The  following  members  all  weighed  in  roach :— J.  R.  Fitch. 
21b.  12oz. ;  H.  Proehl,  51b.  3oz. ;  W.  Parkin,  51b.  lloz.  ;  1. 
Johnson,  lib.  13oz. ;  C.  Watling,  31b.  15oz. ;  C.  Large,  lOoz. 
Our  next  visit  on  the  Central  Association  will  take  place  on 
Monday  next,  Feb.  9.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec.  .  ,  , 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  w  eekly  meeting  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Close  gave  a  long  extempore  lecture  on  roach  fishing, 
going  very  fully  into  the  subject,  and  was  followed  by  a 
paper  from  Mr.  Young,  both  of  whom  were  sincerely 
thanked  for  the  contributions.  A  very  interesting  dis¬ 
cussion  afterwards  took  place  on  hair,  gut,  hooks,  and  all 
the  various  minutiae  on  which  the  success  of  the  roach 
fisher  depends.  The  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  dinner 
committee  for  the  annual  dinner  on  March  17  were  selected. 
A  new  member  was  proposed.  Mr.  Bentley  presented  a 
book  on  the  sewage  question  to  the  library,  for  which  he 
wras  thanked.  On  Tuesday  next,  the  10th,  there  will  be 
“Angling  Reminiscences”  by  members  and  friends.  On 
the  17th  a  roach  competition  will  take  place  at  Kelvedon. 
Members  intending  to  compete  will  oblige  by  informing 
the  secretary.  On  March  10  Mr.  C.  E.  Simms  will  read 
a  paper  on  “  The  Upper  Thames.” 

Good  Patent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— The  best  show  of  fish  we  have  had  at 
our  club  for  seven  weeks  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  R.  King, 
on  the  1st  inst.  So  now  I  hope  we  shall  all  get  amongst 
them.  Our  supper  took  place  on  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  took  the  chair,  eighty  sat  down,  everything 
passed  off  first-rate,  the  harmony  was  good,  and  we  kept 
it  up  till  2.30,  and  then  sorry  to  leave.— R.  Murphy. 

Hearts  ot  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  1st  inst. 
we  were  saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  W.  Fish  bringing  us  up 
five  jack,  the  first  show  for  the  present  season.  On  Mon¬ 
day  evening  the  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  being  the  winners  of  annuals :— Jack,  Mr.  Russell ; 
roach,  Mr.  Brink ;  perch,  Mr.  Laalfield  ;  and  bream,  Mr. 
A.  Fish.  Several  ladies  were  present,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Plimsoll  Hotel,  St. 
Thomas’s-road,  Finsbury  Park. — O  wing  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather  for  the  lasttwo  months  our  members  have  not  been 
able  to  put  in  an  appearance  as  hitherto;  but  on  Friday  last, 
the  31st  ult.,  Mr.Wymer  and  Mr.  Rutherford  succeeded 
in  capturing  some  splendid  roach  and  jack  from  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  Avon  several  of  the  former  scaling  nearly  111b.  Mem¬ 
bers  are  requested  to  be  present  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  the  11th  inst.,  as  there  are  many  prizes  to  be  fished 
for.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We  were  saved 
from  a  blank  on  the  1st  inst.  by  F.  Gardner,  with  3.1Tb. 
roach  and  six  dace.  The  members  will  fish  for  special 
prizes  at  Rye  House  on  Feb.  15. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— Two  of  our 
members  weighed  in  on  the  1st  inst — A.  Pope,  roach  ;  and 
Wilson,  gudgeon.  We  fish  our  competition  off  on  the  8th 
at  Taplow  for  several  prizes,  all  to  catch  the  8.25  train  from 
Paddington  ;  usual  conditions ;  Mr.  Harvey  may  take  the 
nine  o’clock  one  if  he  wishes,  and  he  will  be  eligible  to  go 
in  the  match.  I  have  a  great  treat  in  store  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends,  which  I  will  publish  in  this  journal  later 
on.— Snap. 

Islington  Angling  Society,  Jubilee  House,  Hornsey- 
rise,  N.— Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  occupied  the  chair  at  our  last 
meeting,  when  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  read  his  paper  on  “  How  to  Obtain  Sea  Fishing  on 
the  Most  Favourable  Terms.”  It  was  listened  to  very  in¬ 
tently,  and  proved  most  interesting,  the  vote  of  thanks 
accorded  for  the  reading  being  well  earned,  as  also  was  one 
to  our  worthy  chairman  (Mr.  Bentley),  which  terminated 
the  meeting.— Claude  H.  Kennett,  hon.  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road.— We  met  on  Thursday  last,  when  the  minutes 
of  previous  meetings  were  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  Key 
being  in  the  chair.  There  was  nothing  to  report  in 
reference  to  fish.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
1st  inst.,  but  had  no  sport,  owing  to  the  water  being 
coloured.  We  have  room  for  a  few  more  members. — J.  H. 
Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  will 
compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Feb.  8th,  competitors 
may  choose  their  own  fishing  waters,  and  be  allowed  to 
leave  London  on  the  Saturday  evening  previous  for  these 
prizes.  There  are  also  two  special  prizes  to  be  competed 
for  at  Hatfield  Paver il  on  the  same  day.  Competitors  to 
leave  London  on  the  morning  of  the  competition,  and  fish 
from  the  tow  path.  Five  special  prizes  fished  for  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  4th  inst.,  only  four  were  taken,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Mecham  was  first  with  121b.  lOJoz.  of  roach,  Mr.  R.  Perrin: 
second  with  51b.  7oz.  of  roach,  and  21b.  8oz.  of  dace.;  Mr. 
T.  Goodwin,  third  with  61b.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Bliss,  fourth 
with  21b.  8£oz.  of  roach  and  lib.  of  dace. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  Feb.  1  we 
fished  a  roving  match  in  the  Thames  between  Richmond 
Bridge  and  Teddington  Lock  for  seven  prizes,  five  of  which 
were  taken,  in  the  following  order :— Messrs.  Onree, 
21b.  7oz.,  first;  Ide,  21b.,  second;  H.  Challen,  l£lb.,  third: 
Wheeler,  lib.  5*oz.,  fourth ;  and  E.  Challen,  4oz.,  fifth.  All 
the  fish  taken  were  dace,  and  in  capital  condition.— A. 
Ide,  sec. 

Leeds  Central  Angling  Club,  Marquis  of  Granby.— 
The  members  held  their  first  monthly  meeting  on 
the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Roebuck  in  the  chair.  After  minutes 
of  previous  meeting  hcd  been  read  and  passed,  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Phillip’s  letter  wras  fully  discussed.  The  discussion 
will  be  renewed  at  the  next  meeting,  when  all  members 
are  requested  to  bring  in  their  travelling  cards. — J.  W. 
Whitham,  sec. 

Lincon  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville.— On  the  1st  inst.  only  two 
members  weighed  fish,  Messrs.  Porter  and  Ellingham,  hav¬ 
ing  a  few  dace.  At  our  last  meeting  an  outing  was  ar¬ 
ranged  to  take  place  at  Maidenhead,  on  Feb.  22nd,  for  four 
prizes,  all  to  start  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  The  com¬ 
petition  on  the  Clerkenwell  District  List  being  postponed 
till  February,  any  member  wishing  to  compete  can  get  a 
ticket  by  calling  at  the  club-house.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society.  —  On  the 
1st  inst.,  Mr.  Biggs  weighed)  in  a  few  nice  roach.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to 
arrange  prizes  and  other  important  business.— J.  W. 
Biggs,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
—Our  meeting  last  week  was  a  very  successful  one,  there 
being  a  large  attendance  of  members.  Several  visitors 
also  dropped  in  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Richard 
son,  the  proprietor  of  Ye  Pluckie  Perche  tackle 
shop,  London,  whose  advertisement  was  so  long  seen  in 
Fishing  Gazette.  Two  new  members  were  nominated  for 


membership.  After  the  business  had  been  gone  through, 

the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  pleasantly  spent  in 
music,  songs,  and  harmony.  Mr.  J.  T.  Spencer s  manipula¬ 
tion  of  the  piano  was  greatly  admired.  Mr.  Jeffreys 
promised  one  guinea’s  worth  of  fishing  requisites  to  the 
prize  list.— R.  Woolfall.  . 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Carlisle- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W. — On  1st  inst.  our  members  were 
at  various  waters,  but  the  sport  was  very  bad,  Mr.  liiiey 
with  one  jack,  and  Mr.  A.  Clark  with  one  jack;  not  one  ot 
our  members  got  any  roach.— W.  F.  Pearce. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road, !N.— Our  weekly  meeting 
took  place  as  usual,  with  Mr.  J.  Dyer  in  the  chair,  and  the 
usual  business  disposed  of,  Mr.  E.  Jermy  weighed  in  a 
nice  jack.  I  have  to  announce  that  L.  S.  I  ountame,  Esq,, 
president  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Society,  .will 
read  a  paper  at  the  above  address  on  Thursday,  Feb.  12,  on 
“  Pike,  Perch  and  Rudd  Fishing,”  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  all  angling  friends  who  can  make  it  convenient  to 
come.  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ,  will 
take  the  chair  at  nine  o’clock.  I  hope  the  members  will 
not  forget  our  outing  to  Hatfield  Peveril  on  the  8th ;  8.15  at 
Liverpool-street.— J.  Comber,  sec.  ^ 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road. — On  Thursday,  Mr.  Mudd  weighed  in  jack,  chub, 
roach,  dace,  and  bream.  One  roach  went  lib.  lljoz. ;  total 
weight  91b.  Gioz.—  A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

Newark  Piscatorial  Association.— A  well  attended 
and  harmonious  gathering  of  the  members  of  this  associa¬ 
tion  was  held  at  the  clubroom,  Horse  and  Gears  Inn,  Port- 
land-street,  Newark,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  the  occa¬ 
sion  being  the  half-yearly  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
Host  Wilson,  an  angler  himself,  evidently  knows  the 
requirements  of  his  brethren  of  the  craft,  for  a  more 
enjoyable  “  spread  ”  has  never  before  been  placed  upon  the 
table.  This  having  been  disposed  of,  the  secretary,  Mr. 
Edgar  Hall,  read  the  balance  sheet  for  the  past  six  months 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditure,  which  showed  an  increase 
of  the  former  on  previous  half-years,  and  a  satisfactory 
amount  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  permanent  fund 
after  payment  of  prizes  and  incidental  expenses.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  Trent  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  past  season,  the  weighing-in  book 
of  the  association  shows  the  energetic  exertions  of  the 
members,  for  on  no  less  than  369  occasions  were  the  scales 
brought  into  requisition  to  record  specimen  fish,  with  a 
total  weight  of  21  stones  lib.  15oz. — this,  be  it  understood, 
for  specimen  fish  alone,  no  gross  weights  being  acknow¬ 
ledged-consisting  of  27  roach,  weighing  241b.  2oz.;  127  dace, 
471b.  134oz.  ;  36  bream,  691b.  3oz. ;  55  chub,  911b.  loz. ;  17 
barbel,' 531b. ;  and  107  bleak,  156Aoz. ;  the  premier  prize 
takers,  as  noted  in  my  river  report  of  last  week,  bemggood 
representative  specimens.  Special  prizes  were  offered 
under  the  following  conditions,  and  after  the  tiddler  fishing 
we  have  heard  so  much  of  during  the  past  few  months  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  London  clubs,  the  standard  of 
the  Newark  Piscatorial  might,  without  offence,  be  the 
subject  of  their  consideration— namely,  roach  not  under 
12oz.  each  ;  dace,  5oz.;  chub,  lib.;  bream,  141b.;  barbel,  21b.; 
and  bleak  ljoz. ;  and  these  specials  were  secured  as 
follows  : — First  ten  dace,  56oz.  8  shots,  Mr.  R.  Dale  ;  first 
eight  chub,  191b.  13]oz.,  Mr.  W.  Baguley;  first  eight  bream, 
151b.  12+oz.,  Mr.  W.  Atkinson;  first  six  barbel,  1/lb.  8joz„ 
Mr  W.  M.  Ball;  first  ten  bleak,  14|oz.  6  shots,  Mr.  J. 
Mottley.  The  president  of  the  association,  Mr.  J.  Longdon, 
in  proposing  its  success,  referred  to  the  unassuming  way 
in  which  it  had  been  established,  and  to  the  gradual 
manner  in  which  it  had  forced  itself  into  its  present  pros¬ 
perous  condition.  Several  gentlemen  proposed  special 
prizes  for  the  ensuing  club,  and  some  excellent  duets  and 
songs  contributed  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evening. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Maitland  Park,  N.W.— On  Thursday,  January  29th,  Mr. 
Ragonot  had  a  nice  show  of  dace  from  Father  Thames. 
On  1st  inst  Mr. Pritchard  a  show  of  dace,  Mr.Ragonotsome 
nice  roach ;  a  lot  were  out  but  had  to  return  with  empty 
bags.  Thursday,  Feb.  12th,  is  quarterly  night.— W.  Ward, 
secretary,  pro.  tern. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 

Bevenden  street,  Easb-road,  Hoxton.— The  ice  and  frost 
having  gone,  a  few  of  our  members  were  out,  but  met  with 
only  poor  succces.  Messrs.  Forster  and  Smith,  however, 
brought  home  a  few  nice  roach,  and  thus  opened  up  the 
season  again.— J.  Cuthbert,  sec. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.— Our  members  were  out  on 
the  8th  inst.,  when  Mr.  Gardham  weighed  in  some  nice 
roach  ;  Mr.  Tozer  also  weighing  some  good  dace  from  the 
tideway.  The  next  match  takes  place  on  the  8th  from 
Rye  House  Bridge  to  St.  Margarets  Lock,  towpath  only, 
members  to  leave  town  on  morning  of  match  only.— A.  G. 
Duke  sgc. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Old  St.  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  1st  inst.  two  prizes  were  competed  for  at 
Teddington  by  fourteen  of  our  members,  resulting  in  a 
dead  heat  between  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Homan,  both 
scaling  exactly  21b.  9|  oz.  Four  more  valuable  prizes  to  be 
angled  for  on  the  15th  inst.  On  Tuesday  evening  our 
smoking  concert  proved  a  great  success.  Mr.  J.  Jennings 
and  his  merry  band  of  Bostonians  were  fairly  in  it ;  some 
splendid  talent  was  heard,  and  all  enjoyed  themselves. 
Those  gentlemen  from  other  clubs  please  receive  our 
thanks.— W  Elbourn.  sec.  ^  ‘ 

Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract  Castle, 
Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  annual  meeting  of 
the  above  society  was  held  in  the  club-room,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  January  28th,  when  a  goodly  number  sat 
down  to  dinner.  These  were  subsequently  supplemented 
by  several  friends,  while  not  a  few  of  the  members  were 
unavoidably  absent.  Mr.  H.  Goldsworthy,  chairman  of 
the  society’ occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported  in  the 
vice-chair  by  the  host,  Treasurer  Lipscomb.  The  chairman, 
in  giving  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “Prosperity  to  the 
Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,”  described  its  progress  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  The  number  of  members,  effective  and 
honorary,  had  increased  to  over  forty,  while  a  handsome 
balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  long 
and  severe  winter,  as  all  anglers  were  aware,  had  put  an 
almost  entire  stop  to  the  pursuit  of  the  sport  so  beloved  of 
old  Izaak,  but  with  the  prospect  of  more  open  weather 
there  was  every  inducement  for  lively  competition,  ere  the 
close  of  the  season,  for  the  many  prizes  offered  by  the 
society  and  various  gentlemen,  amounting  to  over  £21. 
The  prospects  of  the  society  were  bright,  and  he  trusted 
the  coming  year  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  years  of 
the  past.  Other  toasts  followed.  The  proceedings  of  the 
evening  were  enlivened  by  musical  talent  of  no  mean 
order.  It  was  announced,  amid  applause,  that  Mr.  Dart, 
of  the  Yorkshire  Stings,  had  offered  a  prize  of  a  guinea 
roach  rod  for  the  best  roach  over  lib.  caught  by  the  end  of 
the  season.— A.  Sutherland,  sec. 
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Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
grove.— About  twenty- five  of  our  members  took  part  in  the 
match  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  1,  the  only  prize  that  was 
won  falling  to  Mr.  Wilson  with  lib.  lOoz.  of  roach,  the 
largest  roach  turning  the  scale  at  lib.  3joz.— William 
Bowyku,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-roaa.— The  following  is  the  result  of  our  open  com¬ 
petition  which  took  place  on  1st  inst.,  first  prize— 15s.,  J. 
Wigley,  with  four  roach,  weighing  311b. ;  second,  10s.,  F. 
T.  SLamberton ;  third,  6s.  6d..  E.  Pyrie.  II.  Mitchell  and 
G.  Stovell  also  had  fish;  the  last  named  has  been  elected 
chairman  for  the  ensuing  month. — E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Totten- 
ham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— Our  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last  (Mr.  Trotter  in  the  chair), 
when  the  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  confirmed  and  was 
glad  to  see  more  members  present  than  heretofore.  On 
February  1st,  we  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish  on  the  trays 
bv  Messrs.  Hewitt,  Harris,  senr.,  Harris,  jun.,  Hyde, 
Holden  and  Gibbons.  I  trust  members  will  not  forget  that 
quarterly  night  will  soon  be  upon  us,  and  should  like  to  see 
some  of  them  in  respect  of  the  same.— F.  E.  Langland, 
hon.  secretary. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman- 
road.  North  Bow.— A  few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
let  inst.  for  the  first  time  since  the  frost  broke  up,  but  met 
with  little  success.  Mr.  A.  Barclay  weighed  eleven  very 
beautiful  roach  in  splendid  condition.  Members  please 
note  four  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  8th  inst.,  first, 
second,  third,  and  fourth,  gross  weight.— J.  Jones,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— Several  members  were  out  on  the 
1st  inst.,  fishing  the  Lea  and  Thames,  but  Mr.  Wood  was 
the  only  member  who  weighed  in  (dace,  roach,  and  gud¬ 
geon),  from  the  Thames.  I  went  to  Amberley,  but  owing 
to  the  floods,  could  not  get  near  the  river— only  against  the 
stone  bridge,  where  I  hooked  a  very  nice  fish,  and  had  it 
on  for  several  minutes,  but  not  having  a  helping  hand,  un¬ 
fortunately  lost  it.  Card  was  read  from  the  United  Bros., 
Deptford,  with  reference  to  their  visit  on  the  9th  inst.  The 
members  promised  to  show  up  in  good  numbers.  No  busi¬ 
ness  of  importance ;  books  closed  at  the  usual  time— viz., 
10.30.— J.  Wright,  sec.  * 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Co  vent-garden.— On  the  1st,  inst.  our  outing 
took  place  at  Henley.  The  muster  of  members  was  good, 
but  as  usual  on  these  occasions  the  fish  were  non  est.  Mr. 
Geale  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  few  roach,  which 
enabled  him  to  win  the  first  prize.  On  Tuesday  we  elected 
and  proposed  several  new  members.— Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  E.~  Since  my  last  report  very  little  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  fishing.  The  only  one  that  has  had  any  fish  is 
Mr.  W.  Lewis,  when  fishing  the  Association  waters  at 
Ponders  End,  had  a  splendid  carp  of  91b.  loz.— W.  H. 
Shead. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon- 
235,  Camberwell-road.— Fishing  matters  have  been  at  a 
standstill  with  us  of  late,  but  since  last  reporting  four  new 
members  have  joined.  On  the  25th  ult.’one  of  our  members 
distinguished  himself  by  taking  the  first  fish  at  Richmond 
since  the  frost  set  in.  We  fish  for  six  prizes  on  the  8th 
inst.,  and  two  on  the  11th.— W.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— The 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  United  Bros. 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Druid's  Head,  Church-street, 
Deptford  Broadway,  on  Tuesday,  10th  inst.,  when  I  hope 
to  see  every  society  on  the  list  present,  fox1,  although  this 
society  have  some  long  journeys  to  perform,  they  are  re¬ 
presented  at  nearly  every  visit  on  the  list,  therefore  I  trust 
the  other  societies  will  return  the  compliment  and  give 
them  the  bumper  they  deserve.  The  roll  will  be  called 
sharp  at  11  to  give  those  societies  a  long  distance  to  go  a 
chance  of  getting  home.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  Andrew’s  Piscatorial  Society,  Tui'k’s  Head,  East- 
street,  W.C.— On  Tuesday  last  the  above  club  had  a  very 
poor  return,  only  nine  clubs  being  represented.  Messrs. 
•Chambers,  E.  Roberts,  Neall,  Sparrow, 'Whiston,  Thorling, 
Fairburn,  Pailes,  Wilson  and  Bartleman  contributed  to 
the  harmony ;  Messrs.  Pickersgill  and  Gentry  gave  some 
excellent  solos  on  banjos  ;  Mr.  Chambers  (City  of  London) 
officiated  in  the  chair.  I  trust  at  the  next  visit  we  have 
the  members  of  the  St..  Andrew’s  will  show  up  before  11 
o'clock.— B.  Chevalier,  sec. 

Tiverton  Fishing  Association.— On  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  W.  C.  L.  Unwin  presided  over  the  general  annual 
meeting  of  the  Tiverton  Fishing  Association  at  the  Angel 
Hotel.  There  were  also  present,  General  Hanson,  Rev.  J. 
Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  J.  Llewellyn,  Mr.  A.  Clarke  Jervoise, 
•Colonel  Greatwood,  Colonel  Groube,  Colonel  Todd.  Major 
Braddon,  Major  Gardner,  Ma' or  Carleton,  Mr.  D.  R.  Close, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Fenton,  Mr.  W.  L.  Cross,  Mr.  W.  M.  Quick,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Rattray,  Mr.  H.  Mudford,  and  Mr.  W.  Morrell, 
secretary.  The  receipts  during  the  past  year  amounted  to 
£120  14s.  and  the  expenditure  to  £119  0s.  Id.  In  the  previous 
year  the  figures  were,  receipts  £128  Is.  6d.,  expenditure 
£101 16s.  Id.  In  the  bank  the  association  has  a  balance  of 
£62 14s.  8d.  The  statement  of  accounts  was  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  Colonel  Groube,  seconded  by  Major  Carleton. 
The  president,  vice-presidents,  and  committee,  were  re¬ 
appointed,  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  Ashton  on  the  latter,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Barnett,  who  has  left  the  town.  On  the 
motion  of  Colonel  Groube,  seconded  by  Mr.  Close,  it  was 
decided:  “That  the  commencement  of  the  season  for  the 
present  year  be  postponed  from  February  15  to  March  1.” 
Thanks,'  to  the  riparian  owners  and  the  chairman,  con¬ 
cluded  the  meeting.— W.  Mudford. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.—  Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  H.  Tyler  saving  the 
club  from  a  blank  with  roach.  Members  of  the  above  will 
fish  their  next  match  on  March  1.  The  next  return  visit 
•on  the  South  London  United  Visiting  List  will  be  to  the 
United  Brothers,  Druid’s  Head,  Church-street,  Broadway, 
Deptfort,  and  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  10. 
Trams  pass  the  door  ;  South-Eastern  Railway,  New  Cross, 
five  minutes’  walk  from  club-house.  Hoping  those  clubs 
that  can  make  it  convenient  will  oblige.— H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross.  —  We  had  a  fair  attendance  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Merring. 
Nothing  of  importance  was  done,  owing  to  the  non-attend¬ 
ances.  Several  of  us  were  out  on  the  first,  but  did  not 
•  arrive  at  the  club  house.  I  hope  to  see  all  present  next 
Tuesday,  as  we  are  going  to  make  the  final  arrangements 
for  our  match.— H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walham  Green  and  Fulham  Angling  Society.— 
The  members  of  the  above  held  their  usual  meeting  at 
the  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham  Road,  S.W.,  Mr.  W.  Warner 
presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed  and  general  business  transacted,  when 
Mr.  A.  Kent  was  pi’oposed  to  become  a  member.  Since  my 


last,  several  of  our  members  have  been  out,  but  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  rivers,  the  takes  have  been  very  small.— 
E.  Sutchall,  sec. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— Feb.  l.-We  have  not  had 
a  very  large  muster  ot  members  lately,  as,  owing  to  the 
severe  weather,  fishing  has  not  been  very  tempting. 
Several  of  our  friends  were  out  on  Feb.  1,  and  Mr.  H. 
Putnam  just  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  little  show 
of  roach.  On  Wednesday  thi'ee  of  our  members  were  out — 
Messrs.  Marriott,  Putnam,  and  Miller,  and  each  succeeded 
in  getting  a  small  show.— J.  Packman,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  smoking.concert  was  a  grand 
success,  being  the  first  ladies’  concert  that  the  society  has 
held  during  its  formation,  and  the  ladies  showed  up  in  full 
force  on  that  occasion ;  chairman,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Durell  as  vice-chairman ;  Mr.  Stuart  Lane  presided 
at  the  piano.  The  results  of  the  day’s  competition  was  Mr. 
Crisp,  1st ;  Mr.  Hibble,  2nd ;  Mr.  Piolaine,  3rd.  As  sevei'al 
members  went  to  the  Thames,  and  that  l’iver  being  out  of 
order  and  thick,  came  home  with  blanks,  there  are  three 
prizes  not  taken  to  be  added  on  to  the  other  competitions 
to  take  place  on  the  second  W ednesday  in  March,  when  we 
hope  the  waters  ■will  be  in  better  trim.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth. — On  February  8  we  fish  for  four  prizes, 
roving  from  Staines  Railway  Bridge  to  Laleham  Ferry  ;  all 
members  to  go  down  by  8.40  from  Vauxhall;  cease  fishing  at 
four  o’clock ;  show  fish  at  Pigeon  and  Wheatsheaf.  Mr. 
Percy  Martin  was  ballotted  for,  and  Mr.  Charles  Roberts 
proposed  as  a  member  :  ballot  next  week.  The  supper  we 
fished  for  on  February  1  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  18; 
so  if  any  member  would  like  to  participate,  please  let  me 
know  by  Wednesday  next.  All  members  to  weigh  out  on 
that  evening.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford. — Our  members  were  out  on  1st  inst., 
and  the  following  weighed  in  fish :— Mr.  C.  Bickell,  lib. 
15Aoz.,  of  roach,  and  Mr.  F.  Homer  also  roach.  Proposed  at 
our  meeting  that  we  fish  for  our  worthy  host’s  prizes  at 
Wear  for  two  prizes,  one  for  gross  weight  and  one  for 
specimen  roach,  on  Feb.  15th,  roming  from  the  engine 
house  to  the  lock  above  the  boom  at  Wear. — R.  Lowther, 
secretary. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  hav¬ 
ing  been  read  and  confirmed,  it  was  arranged  that  the 
last  club  match  of  the  season  should  take  place  on  the  5th 
and  8th  of  March ;  Thames  only ;  weights  and  prizes  to 
be  as  in  the  previous  matches.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
4th  inst.,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  when  routine  business 
was  transacted.  Mr.  James  Tayler  “  Red  Palmer  ”  has 
kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  on  Wednesday  11th  inst,, 
subject,  “  Fly  fishing,  its  theory  and  practice,”  chair  to  be 
taken  by  A.  W.  Parker,  Esq.  (President),  at  8.30  sharp  at 
the  Earl  Derby,  King  Ed  ward-road,  South  Hackney.  On 
Thursday  19th  inst.  we  shall  hold  our  second  smoking  con¬ 
cert  at  8  p.m.;  admission  by  ticket,  obtainable  from  the 
landlord  or  myself  at  77,  Finsbury  Pavement. — Henry 
Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


J3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 


To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 


AddJ 


f30  min. 
40 
45 


f 55  min.  for  Kew. 


for  Chelsea. 

Putney. 

Hammer-  Add-1 
smith. 

1.50  „  ,,  Barnes. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  _ 

Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


75 

80 

1 85 


Richmond. 

,  „  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

„  Teddington. 
2  o’clock  at  London 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, Feb.  7.. 

Morning. 

Evening. 
. 0.32 

Sunday,  ,,  8. 

.  1.  2 . 

. 1.29 

Monday,  „  9.. 

.  1.55 . 

. 2.19 

Tuesday,  „  10. 

.  2.42 . '. 

.  3.  6 

Wednesday,,  11. 

.  3.30 . 

. 3.52 

Thursday,  „  12. 

.  4.14 . 

. 4.37 

Friday,  ,,  13. 

.  4.59 . 

. 5.20 

English  and  Welsh.  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames — General  Remarks.— Although 
the  river  is  clear  of  the  ice,  the  water  is  in  a  very  dirty 
condition,  and  quite  unfit  in  some  portions  for  angling.  On 
Monday  last  I  visited  some  portions  of  the  Thames,  and  at 
Sunbury  there  was  all  the  appearance  of  a  flood ;  at 
Kingston  the  water  was  rising  and  very  much  discoloured, 
and  at  Twickenham  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rubbish  in 
the  water  and  most  obstructive  to  angling.  I  am  sorry  to 
find,  in  the  private  waters  near  my  own  residence,  there 
has  been  a  lamentable  destruction  of  fish  through  the  frost. 
In  one  lake  the  small  fish  of  roach  and  dace  were  literally 
massed  in  the  ice.  They  are  supposed  to  have  gone  about 
in  shoals  seeking  for  air,  and  so  got  frozen  in  the  ice.  This 
was  the  case  especially  amongst  the  larger  fish,  which 
were  found  frozen  in,  and  the  proprietor  himself  assisted 
in  breaking  the  ice  to  get  the  fish  out.  There  were  carp  up 
to  llilb.,  jack  up  to  101b.,  and  a  quantity  of  fine  eels,  the 
largest  weighing  841b.  It  is  reported  the  lake  was  not 
altogether  depleted  of  fish,  but  it  is  evident  the  loss  of  good 
fish  is  exceedingly  great.  I  was  told  by  one  who  assisted, 
that  the  roach  and  dace  were  found  dead,  not  by  hundreds, 
but  thousands.  In  the  piece  of  water  near  to  Teddington 
Station  which  was  used  by  one  of  the  skating  clubs  there 
was  a  condition  that  at  certain  places  there  should  be  an 
opening  of  about  six  feet  square.  At  the  committee  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  one  of  the  members  suggested  an 
application  to  net  a  piece  of  water  near  to  Kew,  whei’e  the 
land  is  about  to  be  sold  for  building  purposes,  and,  the 
suggestion  being  acted  upon,  the  reply  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  effect:  “I  am  afraid  tbe  fish  in  our  lake  here  were 
nearly  all  killed  by  the  frost,  but,  if  any  remain,  you  are 
quite  welcome  to  them.”  I  should  rather  fancy  from  what 


I  know  of  the  water,  which  has  a  concrete  bottom,  and 
from  what  I  have  since  heard,  thei’e  are  very  few,  if  any, 
f  thi*  8Cj^ce  Y  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  of  netting 


_ , — TTmioui  Jinuourne  writes:  me 
water  is  very  high  and  thick,  and  no  chance  of  fishing  for 
some  time.  It  is  one  foot  higher  than  this  time  last  week.” 

,  “ArT<£-Mr'  flshln8  on  Tagg’s  Island,  one 

day ,  caught  a  perch  of  241b.,  two  roach,  and  one  carp. 

„  ^NES.-John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  three  days: 
S?®  ^r-  "  lb*on,  two  dozen  of  very  fine  roach, 

the  largest  lib. ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  two 
rn?’  ?,ye  cb,ub>  and  one  perch  ;  and  another  day, 

perchh "weighing  21  b?°  d°Zen  °f  n°  r0ach  and  one  braco  of 

. , A  f?w  banK  anSlers  have  been  out  during  the  week  but 
they  have  not  done  much. 

Upper  Thames. — The  push  of  water  in  the  river  con¬ 
sequent  upon  the  rapid  tbaw  is  visibly  and  sensiblv  de¬ 
creasing  hour  by  hour,  and  this  smaller  by  decreased  height, 
is  being  followed  by  a  grand  improvement  in  the  colour 
which  is  toning  down  to  a  pretty  mignonette  tint,  so  much 
liked  by  roachmen  and,  indeed,  all  winter  anglers.  Before 
the  end  of  the  season  theie  is  now  every  probability  of 
good  sport  accruing  in  the  Upper  Thames;  indeed  I 
already  hear  of  matters  fast  and  furious  amid  roach,  perch 
and  jack  at  Hurley,  Marlow,  Cookham,  and  Bray,  both  bv 
local  anglers  and  visiting  teams.  The  weather  is  most  en¬ 
joyable,  and  after  the  arctic  time  lately  experienced  it  is  a 
treat  to  look  at  the  spring-like  river  surroundings,  and 

breathe  air  that  does  not  freeze  the  rings  in  the  nose _ 

Marlow  Buzz.  * 


i  i  i.ii  ,  i  •  i  *  '/l  in lu  manage- 

able  proportions ;  still  thick.  If  the  weather  holds  fine 
anglers  can  get  to  work  next  week.— G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Goring).— The  water  is  going  down  nicelv  and 
getting  in  good  condition.  If  this  weather  continues 
we  shall  have  some  good  jack  fishing  next  week  — G 
Bartholomew. 


...  .  ,.  ,  /  .  7  a  a  »  nets  ut/tii  iiiirfi  ano. 

very  thick  all  the  week,  hut  is  now  ^oing  down  and  clear” 
ing.  By  7th  inst.  it  should  be  in  grand  order  for  all-round 
fishing,  more  especially  jack  and  roach.  A  few  of  the  latter 
have  been  caught,  one  London  angler  securing  amongst 
others  a  beauty  of  lib.  7oz.  The  Windsor  and  Eton  Preser¬ 
vation  Society  have  been  advised  from  Sir  Gibson  Mait¬ 
land’s  fishery,  Howietoun,  Stirling,  that  their  order  for  one 
thousand  yearling  Loch  Leven  trout  will  be  dispatched  to 
arrive  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  about  11.30  a  m  on 
the  7th  inst.,  when  members  of  the  society  will  at  once  pro¬ 
ceed  to  distribute  them  in  the  waters  under  its  surveillance 
After  several  weeks’  confinement  under  the  care  of  George 
Hill,  the  “swanherd,”  about  twenty  swans  were  liberated 

on  the  20th  ult.  When  taken  off  the  river  they  were  in 
very  bad  condition,  one  dying  the  same  day,  which  weighed 
but  41b.,  instead  of  about  201b.  A  wild  swan  shot  at  Broding 
Isle  of  Wight,  recently,  weighed  191b.  4oz.,  and  measured 
7ft.  9in.  from  tip  to  tip  of  wings.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— It  is  now  beautifully  line  and 
spring-like,  and  anglers  are  returning  to  the  water-side 
in  increasing  numbers,  so  far  as  local  men  are  concerned 
We  do  not  see  many  visitors  during  the  winter  months" 
Those  who  have  been  out  recently  have  been  moder¬ 
ately  rewarded,  and  patronised  mainly  by  roach,  pike 
and  perch.  Bream  seem  to  be  off  the  feed.  One  angler 
caught  about  twenty  good  eels  this  week.— Thomas  Ford 


Chichester — The  recent  severe  weather  has  played  sad 
havoc  with  pike  in  many  waters,  especially  in  shallow 
streams  and  preserves.  The  water  bailiff,  writing  me  from 
some  excellent  trout  and  pike  water  in  the  western  part  of 
the  country,  states  that  the  frost  has  killed  nearly  all  the 
fish,  and  that  the  water  is  low  and  not  worth  a  day  among 
the  pike.  The  tidal  waters  and  the  deeps  have  fared  the 
best.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  now  free  from  ice,  and  I 
have  not  seen  or  heard  of  any  dead  fish  ;  but  the  water  is 
low  and  clouded.  Several  anglers  have  patronised  the 
tidal  portions  of  the  Adur  and  Ouse  with  good  results, 
taking  several  fine  roach.  A  few  dace  and  carp  from  t  lie 
Adur,  with  flat  fish.  At  Chichester  small  fry  are  feeding 
well,  but  I  hear  of  nothing  worth  recording.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— The  rain  of  the  past  week  has 
kept  the  rivers  at  a  good  height,  and  there  seems  a  good 
prospects  for  the  coming  season.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
there  are  numeraus  white  trout  up  already.  Sea  fishing  is 
not  nearly  so  good,  but  it  seldom  is  with  the  deep  tides. 
Besides  strong  south  westerly  winds,  amounting  at  times 
to  a  gale,  have  rendered  it  unsafe  to  fish  outside  the  bay. 
Still  coddin  and  coal  fish  can  still  be  got  from  the  pier 
heads  and  breakwater.— Stormy  Petrel. 


Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  fish  are  beginning  to  rise, 
and  as  water  and  weather  are  now  favourable,  club  mem¬ 
bers  will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  chance  the 
season  offers,  before  the  winter  greenness  of  the  trout  is 
gone,  as  it  invariably  does  after  a  few  weeks’  flogging  in 
fine  weather.— D.  and  W.  II.  Foster,  Ashbourn. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— There  has  been  a 
great  improvement  in  angling  during  the  week,  and  sport 
may  be  said  to  have  about  resumed  its  normal  winter  con¬ 
dition.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been  after  pike  in  many 
of  the  leading  waters,  and  I  hear  that  fairly  good  results 
have  attended  their  operations.  Several  good  fish  have 
been  landed,  and  among  the  best,  one  taken  from  the 
Forty-foot  drain  is  worthy  of  mention.  It  was  taken  from 
the  water  between  Donningtou  Bridge  and  what  is  known 
as  HorblingFen,  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Fancourt,  of  Billingborough, 
on  Tuesday,  who  was  trolling  with  an  artificial  bait, 
when  banked  it  scaled  over  111b.,  and  was  a  well-con¬ 
ditioned  fish.  Pike  will  now  be  the  leading  item,  and  now 
the  water  has  got  into  a  fairly  good  condition  some  good 
sport  may  be  looked  for.  Smaller  fish,  such  as  roach  and 
perch,  may  also  be  met  with.— Limret. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  — The  weather  has  now  become 
quite  mild  and  springlike,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  are 
now  becoming  quite  encouraging.— L. 

Lea.— During  the  week  I  have  paid  two  visits  to  the 
river,  on  Monday  I  found  the  water  very  thick  and  dis¬ 
coloured  through  the  heavy  rains  of  the  previous  nights 
and  days  ;  on  Thursday  I  found  matters  much  improved  ; 
the  water  was  fining  down  nicely,  and  in  the  upper  reaches 
in  very  good  order. 

Cooks  Ferry,  Angel  Road  Station.—  About  half  a 
dozen  fishermen  were  out,  mostly  jacking,  although  I  did 
not  see  anything  done,  I  fancy  they  had  a  good  chance  as  I 
noticed  a  good  fish  making  a  dash  at  some  fry  in  the  same 
neighbourhood. 

Ponders  End.— Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  here 
lately,  but  the  water  looked  tempting  enough  for  any 
brother  of  the  angle. 

Sewardstone.— The  river  here  was  In  prime  condition; 
one  spot  where  an  overflow  causes  a  good  rush  of  water 
certainly  made  me  wish  I  had  had  with  me  the  necessa:  j 
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tackle  for  spinning,  because  I  know  that  there  are  good 
fish  in  that  pool. 

Enfield  Lock.— A  gentleman  was  fishing  a  very  nice 
swim,  and  had  got  a  few  roach,  but  I  think  he  had  a  fair 
chance  to  make  a  decent  basket. 

King’s  Arms  Fishery,  Waltham  Abbey.— The  water 
here  was  simply  in  perfect  condition,  though  there  had 
not  been  much  done,  anglers  having  made  themselves 
absentees,  for  what  reason  I  cannot  make  out ;  a  some¬ 
what  unusual  take  was  made  by  a  youthful  angler  in 
the  shape  of  a  bream  from  the  barge  or  navigation 
river ;  the  fish  weighed  over  two  pounds ;  Mr.  H.  Avis  the 
proprietor  of  the  hotel  has  got  a  fine  lot  of  lively  dace 
and  worms  for  his  customers ;  a  trout  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  was  lately  taken,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
know  returned.  Small  red  worms  are  just  now  the  most 
profitable  baits  to  use.  I  heard  of  a  fine  perch  of  about 
three  pounds,  having  been  taken  near  Ware  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Hounsfield  Otters  Angling  Society.  Perch  fish¬ 
ing  with  bright-coloured  worms  or  lively  minnows  should 
now  be  productive  of  good  sport.  I  cannot  say  more  ex¬ 
cept  to  advise  anglers  to  embrace  the  present  opportunity. 
Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — W e  are  having  glorious  spring-like  weather, 
which  has  induced  anglers  to  turn  out  in  very  large 
numbers.  The  waters  were  far  from  being  in  good  order 
until  late  this  week,  by  which  time  they  had  generally 
assumed  their  normal  condition,  and  anglers  were  trying 
their  skill  with  both  roach  and  pike.  The  best  sport  was 
obtained  with  the  roach,  Mr.  Broadhead  showing  about 
a  dozen  good  fish  on  Saturday,  the  best  going  over  l.Vlb., 
taken  with  the  green  grub,  which  is  usually  so  very 
destructive  in  the  waters  at  Leicester  during  the  winter. 
Mr.  Hobbs  had  pike  of  lib.,  and  a  few  smaller  fish  were 
taken  live-bait  fishing.  Chub  fishing  in  the  brook  at 
Ayleston  has  hardly  repaid  anglers  for  their  efforts,  only 
a  few  specimens  of  a  111b.  and  21b.  being  taken.  Fishing 
has  not  been  very  lively  at  the  best  of  town  resorts. 

Loddon  (Earley).— The  water  has  fined  down  in  capital 
condition  since  my  last  report,  and  fish  are  fairly  on  the 
feed.  A  few  baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken— Mr. 
Yard  and  friend,  some  nice  jack  and  perch.  Anglers 
ought  to  make  the  best  of  the  time  now  the  water  is  in  good 
condition,  and  good  sport  ought  to  be  obtained.— J.  R. 
Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  coloured,  but  are  clearing,  and  the  snow-broth  is  dis¬ 
appearing  out  of  them.  The  weather  has  been  mild,  but 
angling  has  been  quiet,  and  will  continue  so  until  the  snow 
has  gone  out  of  them.  The  Paisley  is  now  coloured.  No 
fishing  in  it.— G WYNNE. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— The  ice  has  now  clean  gone, 
but  water  very  thick  and  has  been  out  on  the  land,  some 
few  anglers  have  caught  some  good  roach  or.  bream  in  the 
slacks  with  the  worm.  When  the  watei  has  cleared  some¬ 
what  the  pike  ought  to  be  found  well  on  the  feed,  hope  to 
be  able  to  send  you  some  account  of  some  being  brought 
to  the  gaff.— W.  Shrubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— At  last  all  the  ice  is  gone,  and 
the  water  is  going  down,  and  a  beautiful  colour  so  that 
anglers  will  no  doubt  be  busy.  Pike  should  be  well  on  the 
feed  after  their  imprisonment. — Ye  Medway  Water  Rat. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  getting  in  condition 
again  for  jack,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  it  will  be 
visited  by  a  great  many  local  anglers.  The  first  start  will 
be  in  the  backwaters,  which  are  clearing  before  the  main 
river.  Several  good  jack  have  been  seen  feeding  during 
the  week. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester). -The  water  in 
both  streams  ha3  been  very  high  and  discoloured  for  the 
last  fortnight,  but  is  now  settling  down  nicely,  and  will,  in 
a  few  days,  be  in  fishing  order,  when  good  sport  may  be  ex- 
ected.  During  the  high  water  some  grand  dishes  of  roach 
ave  been  taken  off  the  submerged  grass  on  the  river  banks 
with  the  worm. — Field  wing. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  weather  appears  to  be 
clearing  up,  and  as  the  river  is  now  getting  into  good 
condition  some  good  sport  will  probably  be  obtained. — 
Piscator. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — The  rivers  have  gone  down,  and 
finer ;  but  fish  are  not  fit  yet.  I  have  seen  two  lots,  and 
they  were  very  lean  and  black.  The  fishing  here  in  the 
open  waters  is  closed  until  March  1,  and  considering  the 
quantity  of  frost,  it  gives  fish  time  to  revive.— Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now  gone 
down,  but  keeps  coloured,  owing  to  some  sharp  falls  of 
rain  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The  weather  has  been  mild, 
and  anglers  are  only  waiting  for  the  snow  to  go  out  of  the 
river  before  they  commence  fishing.  By  the  end  of  the 
week  if  the  weather  holds  fine  some  sport  should  be  had 
with  the  worm.  The  Ony,  Corve,  and  Ledwyche  are 
coloured.  No  fishing  done  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  still  stained 
and  a  nice  level.  Rain  has  been  had,  which  has  helped  to 
clear  the  snow-broth  out,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
some  sport  should  be  had  with  the  worm.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured.  No  fishing  in  them.— 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Fine  spring-like  weather  has 
revailed  during  the  week,  and  more  anglers  than  usual 
ave  been  out.  The  river  has  been  running  in  heavy 
volume,  although  on  Wednesday  the  water  was  fast 
settling  down  into  condition  for  bottom  fishing.  In  the 
Clifton  length  Mr.  G.  Hall,  of  Nottingham,  has  caught 
some  choice  lots  of  roach  and  bream  with  the  cockspur 
worm,  and  quantities  of  roach  have  fallen  to  the  same 
class  of  bait  in  the  free  waters  below  the  New  Trent 
Bridge.  One  of  these  weighed  lilb.  Roach  and  small 
white  bream  have  come  to  hand  from  Trent  Lock  and 
Barton,  and  some  few  large  roach  have  been  bagged  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Weston  fishery.  Very  few  subscribers 
have  been  out  at  Shardlow  and  no  takes  of  note  have  been 
report  ed.  The  salmon  angling  season,  with  the  rod,  opened 
on  Monday,  and  already  some  fresh-run  fish  are  said  to 
have  been  seen  at  Colwick  and  Beeston.— The  Man-at- 
the-Clubs. 

Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln).— Anglers  are  looking  forward 
to  having  some  sport  among  the  pike  on  this  stream  now. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river, 
and  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition.  The  Fossdyke  and 
other  waters  are  in  a  good  state  for  roach  fishing,  and 
roach  of  a  good  size  are  within  reach.  Saxilby,  Brayford, 
and  other  river-side  stations  are  likely  to  have  visitors  at 
the  end  of  this  week. — Luci. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Although  wehaveonly 
just  emerged  from  an  exceptionally  severe  winter,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  lake  was  for  two  days  completely 
frozen  over,  the  lessee  tempted,  by  reepers’  reports  of 
rising  fish  and  wishing  to  test  the  condition  of  the  trout  in 
the  above  water,  was  out  for  a  short  time  on  Tuesday, 
and  caught  three,  weighing  as  follows— lib.  5oz.,  lib.  3oz., 


and  lib.  loz.  Time  of  the  year  being  considered,  their 
appearance  and  flavour  did  the  lake  credit  and  proved  they 
were  rapidly  mending.  Open  to  the  public  on  Thursday, 
26th  March.— Long  Drift. 

Tenby  (South  Wales).— Sea  Fishing.— Plaice  are 
plentiful  in  the  bay  at  present,  and  good  catches  of  remark¬ 
ably  well-fed  fish  are  being  made;  otherwise  very  little 
doing.— H. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— In  consequence  of  the  mildness  of  the 
weather,  the  little  Iron  Blue  has  been  noticed  on  the  water, 
and  trout  have  been  observed  taking  them.  Should  this 
continue,  the  season  will  open  under  most  favourable  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Fishing  for  coarse  fish  has  been  pursued,  and 
some  good  baskets  taken.  This  river  possesses  a  vast 
quantity  of  dace,  which  should  be  netted  out  every  year, 
as  it  is  said  that  they  do  a  great  amount  of  harm  to  trout 
by  devouring  the  spawn.— T. 

Scotoh.  Reports. 

Border  Esk.— The  report  published  last  week  and 
signed  “G.”  was  of  course  inserted  in  error,  as  by  some 
accident  it  got  out  of  a  pigeon  hole  into  a  batch  of  river 
reports  sent  for  last  week. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— A  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  salmon  angling  took  place  on  this  water  during 
the  past  week,  no  doubt  due  to  milder  weather  and  the 
falling  of  the  water.  There  has  besides  been  a  fairish  run 
of  new  fish,  and  I  consider  the  prospects  for  this  month  to 
be  very  good.  The  effort  made  by  the  lessees  of  the  river 
to  have  the  net  fishing  taken  off  for  a  year  or  so  (as  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  me  last  autumn)  has  fallen  through  after  the 
arrangement  was  all  but  completed  with  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  by  one  of  the  lessees  refusing  to  go  in  for  the 
financial  part  of  the  scheme. — S.  C. 

Kenmore.— On  the  river  Lyon  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Knight  caught  a  salmon,  111b.  On  Thursday,  Dewar, 
keeper,  caught  a  salmon,  161b.— Knight. 

Loch  Tay.— On  the  Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel  water,  Jan. 
29,  Mr.  Griffiths,  Falkirk,  one  salmon,  151b.;  31st,  Mr.  Smith, 
Stirling,  one,  221b.;  Feb.  2,  Mr.  G.  R.  Ure,  Bonnybridge,  one, 
181b.  On  the  Killin  Hotel  water,  Jan.  29,  Colonel  Dalton, 
one  fish,  131b.;  31st,  two,  141b.,  181b. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  hotel  water, 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  of  Glasgow,  caught  a  salmon  on  30th 
ult„  weighing  201b.;  on  2nd  inst.,  J.  Knight  Bruce,  of  Wat¬ 
ford,  caught  salmon,  161b.  On  the  river  Lyon,  one  salmon 
on  Jan.  31,  201b.;  Feb.  2,  one,  241b.  Loch  should  be  very 
good  after  these  heavy  floods,  and  the  nets  not  being  on 
till  the  11th  inst.— Knight. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— At  the  beginning  of  last 
week  the  river  was  in  such  high  flood  as  to  be  unfit  for 
angling,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  week  it  was  getting 
into  good  fishing  form.  Fishing  from  the  Bettyhill  Hotel 
Mr.  Dennison  caught  one  fish  on  Wednesday,  and  another 
on  Thursday.  Sir  J.  Edward  Moss,  Borgie,  also  landed 
one  fish  in  the  course  of  the  week.— W.  T.  B. 

South  ot  Scotland.— A  few  salmon  have  been  ascend¬ 
ing  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers  since  the  heavy  rain 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazett  e  of  last  week.  The  waters 
have  been  in  splendid  order  for  the  fish  getting  up  to  the 
higher  reaches.  It  is  believed  the  spring  salmon  angling 
will  turn  out  well  this  year,  as  there  appears  to  be  a  capital 
show  of  fish  in  the  rivers.  On  the  Annan,  the  majority  of 
anglers  generally  allow  trout  a  concession  of  two  or  three 
weeks  after  the  opening,  as  trout  are  not  in  condition  until 
about  the  end  of  March.  All  true  sportsmen  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  are  longing  for  a  statutory  close  time  for  river  trout. 
The  tributaries  of  the  Border  Esk  are  the  first  to  open,  and 
4he  Annan,  Nith,  Dee,  and  others  follow.— Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel).— The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
sport  which  anglers  fishing  from  this  hotel  obtained 
between  the  opening  day  and  the  2nd  inst.  On  the  15th  ult., 
the  first  day  of  the  fishing,  Mr.  Gibson,  of  London,  killed 
one  salmon  of  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Sayer,  of  Newcastle,  one  of 
171b.  On  the  next  day,  Mr.  Sayer  killed  one  of  211b. ;  and 
Mr.  Shaw,  one  of  191b.  and  another  of  221b.  On  the  20th, 
Mr.  Beall,  of  Newcastle,  landed  two  beauties  of  151b.  and 
251b.  each  ;  and  on  the  21st  Mr.  Shaw  had  a  splendid  fish  of 
401b.,  bringing  the  total  weight  for  the  first  week  up  to 
1731b.  On  the  22nd,  Messrs.  Sayer  and  Beall  had  a  fareel  1 
cast,  and  though  only  a  few  hours  on  the  water,  each  had 
a  salmon— one  of  161b.  and  the  other  211b.  For  some  days 
Messrs.  Shaw  and  Gibson  had  to  content  themselves  with 
sea  trout  and  good  sport  with  kelts.  On  the  29th,  Mr. 
Cesari  had  a  salmon  of  181b. ;  and  on  the  31st,  another  of 
241b.  From  the  15th  to  the  31st  the  total  weight  of  salmon 
caught  in  the  hotel  waters  was  2521b.  The  average  weight 
has  been  211b.  The  water  has  been  low,  but  lately  it  has 
risen,  and  now  is  in  grand  order.  Fish  are  abundant.— M.  G. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  has  been  very  unsettled  during 
the  past  week.  To-day,  however,  it  is  more  settled. — 
Alder. 

Thurso.— Rain  fell  heavily  on  Monday  night,  and  on 
Tuesday  the  river  was  in  high  flood,  and  very  dirty,  so 
that  no  rods  went  out.  The  spate  being  a  rain  one,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  water  40  deg.,  a  run  of  fresh  fish  is 
expected.  The  river  cannot  be  in  order  again  before 
Thursday  or  Friday.  Although  the  most  of  last  week  was 
favourable  for  fish  coming  up,  it  appears  that  but  few  took 
advantage  of  it,  the  ice  and  snow-broth  having  driven 
them  (out  to  sea.  Kelts  are  very  numerous  and  well 
mended.— A.  H. 

Irish  Reports. 

Bundrowes.— The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  angling,  but  unfortunately  the 
river  was  flooded,  and  only  fishable  in  a  few  places,  and, 
although  the  local  anglers  were  out  in  full  force,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  the  only  captors :— Mr.  T.  Dickson,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  on  the  lower  waters,  one  salmon,  lljlb. ;  D.  Magowan, 
on  Wednesday,  on  the  upper  waters,  one  salmon,  lOjlb. ; 
J.  Gilbride,  on  Friday,  on  the  upper  waters,  one  salmon, 
111b. ;  he  also  hooked  and  lost  another.  A  good  number  of 
clean  fish  were  seen  passing  through  to  Lough  Melvin 
during  the  high  water.  The  river  is  at  present  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  any  of  your  readers  who  are  desirous  of 
getting  spring  salmon  fishing  can  have  permission  on  this 
river  free  for  asking  the  owner.— M.  Rogan  and  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
season  open  on  the  East  Tyrone  rivers  on  the  1st  prox.  For 
many  years  there  have  not  been  better  prospects  of  a  good 
season.  The  salmon  spawning  period  was  an  exceptionally 
good  one,  owing  to  the  heavy  floods  of  November,  which 
enabled  large  numbers  of  fish  to  get  up  river  as  far  asKilly- 
moon.  Poaching  was  kept  at  a  minimum  by  the  careful 
watching  of  the  water  keepers,  well  assisted  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  stationed  in  the 
village  of  Coagh.  The  spawning  season  was  also  good  on 
the  Terrew,  Blackwater,  Moneymoon,  and  other  lesser 


trout  streams.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  George  Davis  had 
three  fine  pike  from  the  Corland  reach  of  the  Terrew. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Prospects  are 
very  promising  this  season.  Both  weather  and  water  are 
favourable  for  sport.  It  speaks  well  for  Castle  Connell 
that  all  the  salmon  fisheries  at  that  station  have  been  let 
for  the  season  to  English  fishermen.  Mr.  Henry  Hodges, 
Bolney  Court,  Henley-on-Thames,  has  retaken  Doonaa 
fishery;  Mr.  T.  B.  Cartwright,  Brackley  House,  Northamp¬ 
tonshire,  retains  Prospect;  Mr.  J.  McCorquodale,  Rossway, 
Berkhamstead;  and  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale,  Grange,  New- 
ton-de-Willows, Lancashire;  and  Surgeon  H.  Cripps,  London 
have  secured  Newgarden  for  different  months  ;  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill,  London,  has  taken  Woodlands  frr  the  season, 
and  also  Summer  Hill  and  de  Burghs  waters  for  February 
and  March;  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones,  the  Oaklands,  Preston 
Brook,  Cheshire,  is  tenant  for  Hermitage  for  February, 
March  and  April ;  Mr  Andley,  Kingdon,  sticks  to  Land¬ 
scape  ;  Captain  Spencer  Yansittart  and  his  son,  Captain 
C.  P.  S.  Vansittart,  and  Dr.  Kelly  will  fish  the  Erinagh 
waters  between  them  during  the  season.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries.— The  season  for  angling 
with  single  rod  and  line  opened  here  on  the  1st  inst.  The 
river  was  rather  high  on  the  first  two  days,  except  on  the 
uppermost  stands,  but  there  was  ample  evidence  that  the 
late  flood  brought  up  a  supply  of  spring  salmon,  so  that  the 
anglers  were  looking  forward  to  good  sport  when  the  water 
should  fall  low  enough.  Some  few  tried  to  anticipate  this 
by  using  an  artificial  minnow,  and  in  some  cases  were  suc¬ 
cessful.  On  Monday,  Col.  Wolseley,  in  his  waters  at  Gurna- 
villa,  killed  a  beautifully  formed  spring  salmon,  weighing 
211b.  He  also  landed  and  returned  a  very  large  “  spurt, 
certainly  a  forty-pounder  had  he  been  a  “  springer.”  Col. 
Charles  Butler  has  killed  a  splendid  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
in  the  evening  another  grand  one  of  251b.  The  water  now 
is  fit  for  the  fly.  The  net  fishing  opened  on  Monday.  The 
different  nets  on  the  fresh  water  below  [channel  did  very 
well.  The  Clonmel  men  got  seven  on  the  opening  day  of  a 
good  average  size,  221b.,  241b.,  271b.,  261b.,  and  down  to  161b. 
Derrinlaur,  only  one  net  fishing,  yet  got  some  good  ones 
up  to  261b.  Gurtun  and  Lindville  also  did  well,  but  we 
have  not  got  particulars  yet.  The  trout  fishing  also  opened 
on  the  1st.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  had  already.  On 
the  tributaries,  where  most  were  caught,  they  are  in  a 
very  backward  condition ;  but  some  were  taken  in  the 
Suir  in  almost  perfect  condition,  and  averaging  over  lib. 
each.  These  last  were  taken  by  artificial  minnow. 

Waterville  Lake  (Co.  Kerry).— The  rod  fishing  opened 
here  on  the  1st  inst.;  four  salmon  were  caught,  as  follows, 
on  the  opening  day :— Denis  Currane,  two,  131b.  and  13Jlb.; 
Patrick  O’Connell,  one,  141b.;  and  Michael  Brennan,  one, 
151b.  On  Monday,  which  was  very  wet  and  otherwise  un¬ 
favourable  for  angling,  Michael  Brennan  killed  three 
salmon,  181b.,  lOjlb.  and  91b.,  all  taken  with  the  fly.  One 
hundred  and  ten  salmon  were  caught  in  Waterville  Weir 
from  noon  on  Monday  until  noon  on  Friday.  The  weather 
as  I  write  is  favourable,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  for  the 
next  few  days  good.— Tiios.  J.  Dennehy. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS,  ENTERTAINMENT. 

A  most  pleasant  gathering  of  river  and  lock  keepers 
took  place  on  Friday  evening  in  last  week  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  close  to  Hampton  Court  Station,  under  the  pre¬ 
sidency  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  chairman  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  who  was  supported 
by  Mr.  F.  D.  Dixon-Hartland,  M.P.,  the  Mayor  of  Kings¬ 
ton,  Messrs,  Montague  Davenport,  C.C.,  G.  H.  Harrison, 
J.P.,  H.  T.  Tatham,  T.  E.  Fenn,  C.  H.  Woodall,  George 
Evans,  W.  H.  Brougham,  J.  Ive,  Starkey,  Fryer, Plummer, 
Sadler,  Booker,  Goodall,  Smith,  Sharp,  Taylor,  Foster  and 
Pryor  as  visitors.  The  catering  of  Mr.  John  Mazo  left 
nothing  to  be  wanting,  and  every  one  was  more  than  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  general  excellence  of  the  food  and  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Before  the  after  proceedings  commenced  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham,  who  originated  these  gatherings  eighteen 
years  ago,  distributed  to  each  of  the  men  a  packet  of  to¬ 
bacco.  the  gift  of  the  chairman,  a  briar  mounted  pipe  as  a 
present  from  Mr.  M.  H.  Blarney,  and  one  pound  of  the  best 
tea  out  of  the  fund  which  he  had  collected. 

According  to  the  arrangements  of  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P.,  it  was  intended  the  evening  should 
be  devoted  more  to  the  general  amusement  of  all  and  very 
little  speechifying.  Mr.  T.  E.  Smith  was  engaged  as  pian¬ 
ist,  Mr.  Chilcott  and  Mr.  Powley  as  vocalists,  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  Hermann,  the  old  prince  of  wizards,  in  his  magical 
entertainment.  For  this  purpose  a  platform  was  erected 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  and  never  were  men  more 
delighted  and  mystified.  The  comic  and  character  singing 
of  Mr.  Chilcott— the  deep  bass  voice  of  Mr.  Powley,  and 
the  illusions  of  the  Professor  kept  up  one  continued  round 
of  amusement,  and  the  tricks  of  the  latter  being  performed 
in  the  middle  of  the  room  in  the  midst  of  the  guests  with¬ 
out  any  apparatus  invoked  utter  Astonishment  —  the 
changing  of  water  into  wine  of  all  kinds  to  suit  the  wishes 
of  those  present  was  amongst  the  best  of  his  illusions. 
Nothing,  however,  would  satisfy  the  visitors  and  men 
but  to  hear  their  old  and  popular  friend,  Mr.  George 
Evans,  in  his  “  Flyerum,”  which  elicited  the  loudest  ap¬ 
plause,  and  his  willing  and  ready  response  was  deserving 
of  all  praise. 

There  was  but  one  regret,  the  train  service  neces¬ 
sitated  the  early  leaving  of  some  of  the  guests  ;jand  for  the 
accommodatien  of  the  men,  the  Teddington  omnibus  was 
chartered  to  carry  them  to  the  station. 

There  was  no  formal  list  of  toasts  after  that  of  “  The 
Queen  and  the  Royal  Family,”  and  the  other  toasts  pro¬ 
posed  were  those  of-, their  visitor,  Mr.F.  D.  Dixon-Hartland, 
M.P.,  whose  presence  was  required  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  before  ten  o’clock  for  an  important  decision. 

“  The  Mayor  of  Kingston,’  “  The  Chairman,”  and  “  The 
Secretary  ”  (Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham).  In  the  course  of  their 
replies  both  the  chairman  and  the  secretary  'made  some 
graceful  remarks  on  the  work  of, Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley  at 
the  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  society,  and  who  was 
now  living  in  happy  retirement  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the 
reference  to  his  nerve  being  heartily  received  by  all  pre¬ 
sent.  There  was  one  general  response  to  the  concluding 
toast  of  “  The  Host,”  and  Mr.  Mayo,  in  reply,  expressed 
himself  delighted  in  having  given  them  all  so'  much  satis¬ 
faction. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots.  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  ”  Semi-Waders, 
the  "Test  ”  Brogues,  the  improved  “  Buekland  ”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


February  I  t,  1891.] 
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AN  ANGLING  TOUR 
IN  THE  NORTHERN'  HIGHLANDS 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

The  “  King”  is  “  monarch  of  all  he  surveys  ”  for 
many  miles  around.  He  had  just  returned  from 
a  “foraging”  expedition  near  the  Cape,  on  which 
he  had  set  out  after  breakfast.  To  Mr.  Wallace, 
with  whom  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly  familiar,  he 
addressed  a  few  words  in  the  Gaelic,  which  I 
understood  had  some  reference  to  me.  This  not 
escaping  my  notice,  I  remarked,  with  a  smile, 
“  What  is  he  saying  now,  Mr.  Wallace  ?  That  Gaelic 
lingo  of  his  must  be  dropped,  as  I  don’t  under¬ 
stand  a  word  of  it.”  “  He  is  asking,”  said  Mr. 
Wallace,  “  who  you  are  ;  and  when  I  told  him 
your  name,  he  hinted  that  you  were  probably  the 
notorious  Land  Leaguer.”  “  Och,  now,”  said  the 
“King,”  “an’  sure  I  wass  tat  ye  would  pe  knowin’  ta 
Gaelic  ferry  well,  sir  ;  an’  I’m  thiukin’  right  when 
I  says  tat  we  would  not  pe  buyin’  or  sellin’  ye  in 
it  neither  without  yer  knowin’  it.”  Hearing  this 
from  the  “  King,”  and  having  heard  it  before  from 
others,  I  felt  not  a  little  flattered  to  think  that  the 
Highlanders  were  firmly  of  the  belief  that  I  could 
quite  well  comprehend,  if  not  speak,  their  delect¬ 
able  language,  time-honoured  and  most  ancient  of 
all  since  spoken  by  Adam  and  Eve  in  “Eden’s 
leafy  bowers.”  “  At  any  rate,  1  King,’  ”  I  replied, 
“whether  I  can  speak  the  Gaelic  or  not,  I  know 
that  the  whisky  agrees  with  the  heather,  and  is 
good  for  the  heather-step,  so  you  will  have  your 
morning.”  Accordingly  the  flask  was  produced, 
and  a  good  stiff  drop  given  to  the  “  King,”  which, 


after  his  pledging  our  health,  and  wishing  us  for¬ 
tune  and  a  fair  day,  “disappeared  with  silent 
celerity.”  “  Have  another,  ‘  King  ’  ?  ”  said  I.  “  Ah 
indeed,  sir,  an’  thank  ye  ferry  much  ;  an’  I  would 
pe  takin’  it ;  but  ye  maun  excuse  me  ta-day,  as  I’m 
goin’  after  ta  otters  among  ta  rocks,  an’  I  maun 
hae  a  steady  hand  tae  shoot,  an’  a  sure  foot  no’ 
tae  slip,  an’  wi’  a  drop  in  my  head  an]  in  ta 
gloamin’,  too,  when  it’s  gettin’  dark,  too,  it  is  ferry 
dangerous  amongst  ta  cliffs ;  an’  I  would  pe 
thinkin’  I  would  pe  tellin’  ye  tat  ye  would  pe 
likin’  tae  know  tat  it  wass  just  but  last  night  when 
it  wass  gettin’  dark  tat  I  shot  on  a  little  roc^  at 
ta  sands  at  ta  sea-end  o’  ta  loch  ta  ^  largest 
otter  I’ve  ever  seed  come  round  by  ta  Cape  frae 
ta  Orkneys  an’  Zetland,  where  it’s  now  they  are  in 
greatest  numbers.  They  comes  swimmin’  across 
an’  round  by  ta  Cape,  an’  frequent  ta  rocky  coast 
here  tae  poach  ta  sawmon  an’  ta  sea  troots,  an’ 
say,  just  last  night  in  ta  dusk,  this  great  dog-otter 
comes  swimmin’  across  frae  ta  cliffs  tae  this  little 
rock,  an’  mysel’,  who  had  peen  hidin’  on  this  side 
for  three  hours-  pefore,  it  wass  mysel’  who  sees 
him,  an’  when  he  gets  on  tae  ta  rock  tae  perch 
himsel’  tae  watch  ta  sea  troots  strugglin’  up 
through  ta  thin  water  in  ta  sands  pelow  tae  get 
tae  ta  loch,  I  up  wi’  my  gun,  an’  banged  him  deid 
as  a  pliver.  But  och,  man,  how  vexed  her  namsel 
wass  tae  see  him  teuken  away  oot  tae  sea  ;  an’  I 
plunged  in  wi’  my  clothes  on,  an’  through  ta  water 
on  ta  sands  I  went  after  him  as  fast  as  I  could  , 
but  ta  tide  wass  runnin’  out  so  fast  that  I  wass  no 
able  tae  get  him,  an’  pefore  I  could  get  my  collies 
down  frae  ta  house,  where  they  wass  eatm’  their 
supper,  he  wass  teuken  far  oot  tae  sea.  Och,  man, 
an’  wass  nae  I  terribly  vexed,  for  he  wass  a  grand 
otter  o’  301b.  whateffer,  an’  his  bluid  made  red  ta 
sand  a’  round  abouts  ta  rock  where  he  wass  sittin’ 
when  I  shootit  him.  He  wass  ta  largest  otter  I 
ever  seed,  an’  many’s  ta  score  o’  them  tat  my3el’ 
has  shootit  pefore  this  long  time  since,  moreover. 
Tat  rock  is  a  place  for  them  sittin’,  an’  they 
perches  often  there  at  night,  watchin’  ta  big  sea 
troots  strugglin’  up  ta  thin  water  o’  ta  sands  frae 
ta  sea  tae  Loch  Sandwood.  They  are  aye  most 
numerous  about  this  season,  when  ta  sea  Hoots 
an’  grilses  are  cornin’  up  readiest,  an  it  s  aye 
frae  ta  cliffs  on  ta  other  side  tat  they  swims  across 
tae  ta  rock  tae  perch,  sae  as  it’s  petween  ten  an’ 
twelve,  when  it  gets  a  sort  o’  dusk,  tat  I  can  pe 
sure  o’  them  tae  come  I  gets  down  tae  my  hidin’ 
place  on  this  side  three  hours  pefore,  an’  I  lies 
there  till  they  comes,  or  I  sees  they’re  no  cornin’. 
There  will  pe  no  one  venture  tae  come  till  to¬ 
morrow  is  gone.  They’re  ferry  keen— keen  o’  ta 
bearin’  an’  sight,  an’  ferry  cunnin’  too,  an’  they 
will  know  tat  it’s  not  safe  tae  come  tae  ta  rock,  as 
they  will  scent  or  hae  an  instinct  tat  it  s  dan¬ 
gerous,  an’  this  as  I  would  pe  sayin’  will  continue 
till  ta-morrow  is  past.  Ta-morrow  ye  see  is  ta 
day  o’  ta  extreme  height  o’  ta  great  spring  tide 
which  is  ta  best  springtide  o’  a’  ta  year  for  takin 
sea  troots  into  ta  loch.  Ta  rock  on  which  ta  otter 
wass  shot  will  pe  covered  for  three  hours  wi  ^  ta 
salt  water,  an’  when  ta  dammed  back  water  o  ta 
loch  rushes  out  ta  rock  will  po  so  washed  tat  no 
otter  will  know  anything  about  what  has  happened, 
but  till  tat  time  it  will  not  pe  covered  tae  get  washed 
o’  ta  bluid,  an’  sae  they  will  not  come  tae  it,  but 
ta  ni<flit  after  ta  morn  I  knows  I  will  be  gettin’ 
one  tae  shoot  on  tat  same  rock,  as  they  cannot 
when  they  fears  no  danger  resist  cornin’  tae  ta 
rock  now  tat  this  season  is  ta  best  o’  all  for  grilses 
an’  sea  troots  cornin’  up  ;  an’,  sir,  I’m  thinking,  tat 
is  I  would  pe  thinkin’,  cat  if  ye  would  pe  comm’.ta 
day  after  ta  morn  tae  fish  ye  would  pe  bavin 
splendid  catches  on  a  fine  day,  as  a’  tae  sea  troots 
an’  grilses  tats  now  come  tae  ta  coast  at  this,  ta 
time  for  them  cornin’  in  greatest  swarms,  will  pe 
goin’  up  ta©  ta  locli  wi’  ta  two  great  tides  tat 
comes  ta  day  after  ta  morn.  But,  sir,  ye  may  get 
-  good  fish  ta  day,  as  last  night  I.  wass  seem 


some  larger  ones  than  I’ve  been  seein’  pefore  for 
lone*  at  ta  head  o’  ta  loch  near  ta  weeds  out  frae 
ta  mouth  o’  ta  Shinary  river,  an’  ’deed,  sir,  though 
it  looks  tae  pe  a  stormy  day  ye  may  pe  gettin  one 
o’  them,  an’  I  wish  ye  would,  for  it  s  Lib.  or  ub. 
weight  they  lookt  tae  pe,  and  I’ve  peen  knowin’ 
them  got  up  there  101b.,  an’  one  pefore  a  good 
while  since  o’  111b.” 

“  Well,  sir,”  said  I,  “  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  you  for  all  this  information,  and  though  it  does 
not  look  a  promising  day,  we  will  hope  to  profit 
to  the  fullest  extent  from  what  you  have  said,  as 
we  are  determined  to  stay  on  to  the  last  to  see 


what  actually  can  be  done.  I  know  your  time  is 
precious,  but  jnst  before  you  go  you  might  very 
kindly  give  us  a  wrinkle  about  flies.”  “  An’  indeed, 
sir,  I’ll  pe  ferry  pleased.  There’s  ta  black  body  wi 
ta  raven’s  wing,  an’  ta  white  ^pot  (jungle)  on  ta 
side  ;  ta  Sulu,  wi’  ta  red  tail ;  ta  green  body, 
wi’  ta  mallart  wing ;  an’  ta  claret  body  wi’  ta 
mallart  wing  too ;  an’  tat’s  a  ferry  good  one  too  tat 
ye  have  there,  an’  there  tat  s  another  one,  and 
turning  over  the  leaf  of  my  book,  he  added, 

“  therms  another  ferry  good  one  whateffer .”  “Now, 
sir,”  said  he,  “yehae  a’ ta  best  ones  I  can  name  an] 
pick,  an’  so  I’ll  now  pe  wishin’  good  morning  an 
luck  tae  ye,”  saying  which  he  gave  us  a  polite 
salute,  and  proceeding  at  a  brisk  pace  slantways 
up  the  hill-face,  in  the  direction  of  the  sea-cliffs, 
was  very  soon  after  out  of  sight.  “  A  good  cracky 
and  intelligent  fellow,  a  real  Highlander  and  a  fine 
specimen  too,”  was  my  remark  to  Mr.  Wallace, 
when  the  “  King  ”  had  got  out  of  hearing.  The 
flies  he  had  kindly  named  as  the  best  tor  the 
Loch  Sandwood  sea  trout  fishing  were,  Watson  s 
Fancy,  Zulu,  Green  Mantle,  Claret  and  Mallard, 
Scarlet  and  Teal,  Green  Peacock,  and  Badger,  and 
by  these  we  resolved  to  abide  and  to  give  every  one 
of  them  a  thorough  trial  during  the  day. 

By  the  time  we  were  ready  to  start  the  wind 
had  increased  to  a  pitch  which  caused  the  waves 
to  run  high.  Nevertheless  we  resolved  to  push 
off  at  once.  To  get  to  the  nearest  fishing  ground 
it  was  necessary  to  cross  over  to  the  north  side 
of  the  loch,  something  more  than  half  a  mile  dis¬ 
tant.  This  we  anticipated  would  take  us.  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  but  when  we  got  well  out  into  the 
loch  we  found  that  wind  was  less  contrary  than 
we  had  expected,  and  so  with  Mr.  Wallace  and 
Tom  both  pulling  stoutly,  the  boat  shot  swiftly 
along  to  the  spot  we  desired  to  reach.  There 
arrived— about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the 
head  of  the  loch— we  found  water  of  excellent  fash¬ 
ing  depth,  but,  alas — completely  sheltered  by  the 
mountain  range  on  the  north  much  too  calm  to 
encourage  us  to  hope  for  great  sport  with  the  fly. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  the  height  of  summer, 
and  that  the  forenoon  was  now  well  advanced,  it 
was  a  bitterly  cold  day,  with  low  down  dark  grey 
clouds  scudding  swiftly  past.  Not  a  trout  moved 
anywhere.  Still  hoping  to  put  one  up  Mr.  Wallace 
and  I  worked  hard,  Tom  the  while  ably  seconding 
our  efforts  by  his  skilful  management  of  the  boat. 
For  the  first  few  hundred  yards  we  fished  the 
water  closely  and  with  care,  working  out  and  in 
— “  out  ”  to  get  a  proper  ripple  on.water  which 
was  too  deep  for  fly  fishing,  and  “  in  ”  to  get  a 
perfect  calm  on  water  which  was  the  proper 
depth.  But  this  did  not  pay,  and  we  were  old 
enough”  to  see  that  it  would  not.  Accordingly 
we  resolved  to  forthwith  proceed,  making  a  cast 
by  the  way,  straight  to  the  head  of  the  loch, 
where  as  the  “King  ”  informed  us  he  had  seen  large 
fish  sporting  the  previous  evening.  We  had  only 
moved  some  little  distance  when  a  shout  which 
seemed  to  come  across  the  water  broke  the  .  silence 
of  the  vast  solitude.  Looking  in  the  direction 
whence  it  proceeded,  we  noticed  two  figures  moving 
quickly  along  the  rough  ground  in  front  of  the 
crags  close  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  loch.  On 
the  foremost  one  getting  to  an  eminence  another 
shout  greeted  our  ears,  and  awakened  an  echo  at 
four  different  points.  Still  there  was  no  response 
from  us.  “  Who  can  they  be,  and  what  can  they 
want  ?  ”  said  Mr.  Wallace.  What  they  wanted  we 
soon  saw,  for  the  next  minute  a  white  handker¬ 
chief  attached  to  something  was  held  up  and  waved 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  indicate  that  we  should  row 
across  to  them.  Bat  this  we  were  not  in  the  mind 
to  do,  so  had  recourse  to  signalling  back  also  with 
a  “  white  flag,”  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the 
head  of  the  loch,  towards  which  they  made  their 
way,  and  we  started  to  row  smartly.  In  a  few 
minutes,  the  distance  having  lessened  sufficiently, 
we  were  able  to  discover  that  we  had  none  otJer 
quest  of  us  than  the  Hon.  Cecil  Johnstone  and 
his  gillie,  Hugh  Morrison,  who,  leaving  the  hotel 
two  hours  after  us,  had  driven  to  Old t  Shore 
Schoolhouse,  and  by  making  a  _  “Md  marcb 
over  the  mountains  had  thus  guickly  got  to  the 

When  we  reached  the  north-east  corner  of  Sand- 
wood,  between  the  weeds  and  the  shore,  we  again 
commenced  fishing,  with  the  boat  put  into  position 
for  taking  us  right  to  the  mouth  of  the  burn,  at 
which  Mr.  Johnstone  and  Hugh  had  already 
arrived  and  were  putting  up  the  rods.  At  this 
time  the  gale  was  very  stiff,  and  although  tar  out 
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the  waves  were  breaking  white  and  rolling  like 
sea  billows, the  water  in-shore  where  we  had  halted 
had  just  a  nice  ripple  on  it.  Ten  minutes’  fishing 
took  us  within  speaking  distance  of  our  friends, 
whose  salutation  was,  of  course,  “  Have  you  got 
anything  ?”  To  this  we  had  to  reply  that  we  had 
neither  got  nor  seen  anything.  Mr.  Johnstone,  by 
this  time,  had  fished  for  a  few  minutes  the  pool  in 
the  sands  at  the  mouth  of  the  burn  and  had  moved  a 
sea  trout.  It  had  come  in  a  very  shy  manner,  he  said, 
and  although  he  had  changed  flies  over  it,  fishing 
both  with  and  against  the  wind,  it  had  not  stirred 
to  him  a  second  time.  While  this  was  being  told 
us  we  were  fast  going  over  perhaps  the  very  best 
fishing  part  of  the  whole  loch,  and  this  too  with¬ 
out  so  much  as  moving  or  seeing  a  fish  move. 

Loch  Sandwood,  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
though  famous  for  its  sea  trout  fishing,  is  very  un¬ 
certain.  Considering  the  length  of  time  that  we 
had  fished,  and  that  we  were  now  fishing  the  very 
best  water  entirely  without  encouragement,  we  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  hit  upon  a  day 
that  the  fish  “  were  sunk  in  the  depths,”  and  that 
we  would  have  to  leave  the  loch  as  “  clean  ”  as  we 
had  come  to  it;  and  only  but  for  what  I  must  regard 
as  a  xuero  accident  there  is  every  probability  that 
we  would  have  done  so.  Passing  the  mouth  of  the 
burn,  where  the  water  runs  shallow  over  a  sand 
bar,  up  which  the  waves  were  dashing,  I  was  cast- 
ing  my  fly  on  to  the  edge  of  the  bar  and  drawing 
it  towards  me  along  the  black  water,  when  I  ob¬ 
served  a  fish  of  very  large  size  for  a  sea  trout 
come  up  to  within  perhaps  a  foot  or  so  of  the  sur¬ 
face  and  follow  my  “  Badger  ”  some  little  distance. 
He  neither  touched  the  fly  nor  broke  the  surface 
of  the  water,  but  sank  back  where  it  quickly 
deepens  off  the  bar.  At  this  time,  despite  ail  we 
could  do  to  prevent  it,  the  boat  was  going  much 
too  fast,  the  result  being  that  before  I  could  make 
a  second  cast  we  were  away  past  and  right  over 
the  fish.  The  sight  of  such  a  fine  fellow  of  a 
trout,  or  whatever  he  was,  gave  us  encouragement 
to  stick  in,  encouragement  which  we  stood  sorely 
in  need  of,  and  but  for  which  it  is  extremely  likely 
that  we  would  have  returned  to  the  hotel  black¬ 
guarding  the  loch  and  asserting  that  it  did  not 
contain  a  single  good  fish. 

After  pulling  back  and  having  a  second  try  of 
the  water  across  the  mouth  of  the  burn,  a  try 
which  did  not  bring  up  the  “  fine  fish  of  seven  or 
eight  pounds  whateffer,”  as  Tom  called  him,  we 
landed  to  arrange  for  turns  at  the  fishing  by  the 
three  rods.  After  waiting  a  bit,  during  which 
time  the  gale  had  moderated,  the  boat— which  I 
should  have  said  before  this  is  a  very  large  one — 
with  Mr.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  Wallace  in  it  was 
pushed  off  by  Hugh  and  Tom,  who  were  to  do  the 
rowing  and  drifting.  Thereafter  several  turns 
were  taken  round  the  weeds  and  two  or  three 
drifts  made  by  the  shore,  but  all  without  scoring. 
The  while  this  was  going  on  I  several  times  fished 
the  pool  in  the  sands,  and  wading  in  on  the  bar 
fished  all  across  its  breadth  of  thirty  yards  some 
distance  out  into  the  loch,  hoping  to  catch  the  fish 
that  1  had  put  up  from  the  boat,  as  often  before 
I  had  got  proof  that  the  chances  are  that  a  fish, 
though  refusing  to  rise  a  second  time  to  the  fly 
when  pulled  in  the  same  direction,  will  do  so  when 
pulled  in  the  opposite  direction,  as  I  was  now 
doing  from  the  shore.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
my  expectations  were  unrealised ;  there  was  no 
response  to  my  invitation  ;  probably  the  fish  was 
a  traveller  and  had  gone  away  to  some  other 
place.  I  had  given  it  up  for  a  bad  job,  and  was 
waiting  for  the  boat  to  come  in,  when  I  noticed 
Mr.  Johnstone’s  fifteen  feet  “  Hardy  ”  in  one  and 
the  same  instant  bend  almost  double  and  spring 
back  into  the  straight.  He  had  hooked  and  lost 
a  grand  fish,  and  also  lost  the  “  Badger  ”  which 
stood  him  in  such  good  stead  on  Loch  Dionard 
only  two  days  before. 

On  the  back  of  two  o’clock  after  we  had  lunched 
Mr.  Wallace  went  off  up  the  long  hill  face  in  the 
direction  of  the  Cape  to  search  about  three  miles 
distant  in  the  hills  for  Loch  Gaisgeach,  a  brown 
trout  loch  of  considerable  celebrity,  which  is 
fished  from  Durness  Hotel.  Having  watched  for 
a  while  mine  host  nimbly  spelling  the  heights,  Mr. 

J ohnstone  and  I  proceeded  up  the  Shinary  river 
more  for  the  purpose  ef  exploring  the  pools  than 
in  the  hope  of  catching  sea-trout.  Hugh  and  Tom 
were  left  to  fish  the  loch  from  the  boat.  For 
about  half-a-mile  from  its  mouth  the  Shinary  is 
deep  and  still,  having  a  serpentine  course  through 
a  quaggy  rushy  marsh.  Above  this  a  number  °of 


fairly  good  pools  and  rocky  rushing  streams  occur 
in  succession,  and  then  half-a-mile  higher  up 
come  several  specially  noted  casts — the  best  on 
the  river. 

We  found  the  Shinary  in  fair  order — rather 
low,  but,  as  expected,  did  not  see  any  good  fish  in 
it.  Even  with  the  large  loch  flies  which  we  were 
using,  we  pulled  out  at  every  cast  a  small  trout, 
and  so  numerons  were  these  creatures,  that  we 
frequently  had  two  or  three  on  atone  time.  When 
we  got  about  as  far  up  as  we  intended  to  go,  Mr. 
Johnstone  being  a  few  pools  above  me,  I  sat  down 
on  the  face  of  a  bank  to  change  a  fly,  and  was  just 
taking  one  of  my  favourites  out  of  my  cap,  when 
an  angry  snarl  at  my  ear  made  me  start  up  and 
look  round,  to  find  that  an  aggressive  tyke  a  few 
yards  up  the  bank  was  showing  his  teeth  at  me. 
This  large  fox-coloured  collie,  whose  owner  was 
nowhere  to  be  seen,  seemed  determined  to  drive 
me  out  of  tbe  strath,  judging  by  the  springs  and 
snarls  which  he  made  towards  and  at  me.  How¬ 
ever,  not  to  be  cowed,  I  showed  fight,  and  gave  a 
lunge  with  the  butt-end  of  my  rod,  which  made 
him  retreat  some  little  distance,  and  then  with 
some  well-directed  stones  he  was  made  to  find  it 
not  unnecessary  for  his  safety  to  sheer  further  off. 
Mr.  Johnstone  returning  now  came  up  with  me, 
and  seemed  not  a  little  amused  over  the  incident. 
On  getting  back  to  the  loch  we  hailed  Tom  and 
Hugh  to  come  to  the  shore  and  take  us  into  the 
boat.  “  You  would  be  getting  no  sport  up  the  river,” 
said  Hugh,  as  the  boat  was  pulled  to  the  beach  ; 
‘‘  it  is  a  little  too  early  yet  for  the  sea  trout  run¬ 
ning  up.”  Hugh,  who  had  fished  hard  during  the 
time  that  we  were  prospecting,  had  hooked  two 
fine  fish,  one  of  which  he  saw  was  a  four  or  five- 
pounder,  but  had  lost  both,  the  fly  in  each  case 
being  taken  away.  “  It  was  hard  luck,”  he  said  ; 
“  they  just  came  with  a  snap  and  away  they 
went  with  the  hook  ” — the  one  he  saw  making  a 
leap  the  next  instant.  For  a  good  while  now  we 
fished  without  seeing  anything,  but  with  the 
evening  wearing  on  the  weather  was  becoming 
milder,  and  we,  therefore,  were  not  without  hope 
of  doing  something  before  the  time  for  leaving  off. 
Gradually  the  clouds  were  breaking  up,  and  the 
sun  at  first  struggling  through  them  finally  came 
out  all  unclouded  in  the  west.  About  six  o’clock 
Mr. Johnstone  hooked  another  fine  large  fish,  which 
also  with  a  jerk  went  off  with  his  Badger.  Few  as 
were  the  fish  that  came  they  came  boldly,  showing 
themselves  to  be  in  earnest,  and  now  that  four 
had  been  lost  through  the  tackle  giving  way,  we 
were  made  plainly  to  see  the  utter  folly  of  fishing 
with  flies  that  were  not  fresh.  The  fact  is  they 
had  all  been  flicked  more  or  less  when  we  fished 
Loch  Dionard  a  couple  of  days  before.  With  this 
last  trout  Mr.  Johnstone  had  lost  his  last  Badger, 
and  he  had  only  now  one  of  his  other  great 
favourites,  the  Green  Peacock,  to  put  on.  By 
both  of  us  a  fresh  cast  and  fresh  flies  were  brought 
into  use.  About  seven  o’clock  Mr.  Wallace  re¬ 
turned  from  Loch  Gaisgeach,  and  was  taken  into 
the  boat. 

By  this  time  the  evening  was  lovely  and  bright, 
and  the  wind  from  the  south-west  coming  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  made  a  nice  ripple 
on  the  water.  The  enchantment  of  the  scene 
shown  up  in  the  quiet  of  the  evening  and  the  boil 
of  a  large  fish  occurring  every  now  and  again 
made  us  stay  on  late.  Not  indeed  until  the  sun, 
red  as  a  ball  of  fire,  had  half  sunk  behind  the  gilded 
wave  far  beyond  the  long  vista  of  the  loch  did  we 
give  up  fishing. 

With  Mr.  Wallace’s  return,  and  the  change  of 
flies,  we  fell  upon  better  luck.  True,  the  first  fish 
thereafter  stirred — a  fish  which  came  to  me — was 
lost  through  not  being  struck  with  promptitude  ; 
but  amends  for  this  I  soon  afterwards  had  the 
satisfaction  of  obtaining,  for,  when  getting  close 
to  the  crags  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  loch, 

I  hooked  a  splendid  fish,  which  rushed  off  with 
three  or  four  leaps  in  quick  succession  high  out 
of  the  water.  “  A  grilse !  ”  was  the  cry  of  all. 
But,  no,  it  was  not  a  grilse;  it  was  a  4|lb.  sea 
trout,  fresh  run,  which,  after  ten  minutes’  most 
exciting  play  on  my  10ft.  rod,  was  brought  to  the 
boat  side  and  neatly  nicked  by  Hugh  Morrison. 
Very  soon  after  Mr.  Johnstone  also  scored,  getting 
hold,  to  the  Green  Peacock,  of  another  fresh-run 
sea  trout  a  trifle  over  21b.  With  this  we  wound 
up  the  day  right  off,  and,  taking  down  the  rods, 
pulled  at  a  rapid  rate  along  the  southern  shore  to 
the  boat  bay  where  we  pushed  off  in  the  squally 
forenoon. 


ESTUARY  TROUT. 

,  dear  Sib,— I  have  read  the  interesting  article  by 
Mr.  William  Hamilton,  on  “The  Estuary  Trout,”  which 
appeared  in  to-day’s  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  and 
I  now  beg  to  send  you  a  cutting  from  my  fourth  annual 
report  on  the  Scotch  salmon  estuaries,  which  was  published 
in  1888,  as  it  describes  the  fishing  at  “  The  Strome,”  in  the 
island  of  South  Uist,  for  what  is  probably  the  estuary 
trout— I  am,  yours  very  truly,  Archibald  Young. 

22,  Royal-circus,  Edinburgh,  31st  January,  1891. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

[Here  is  the  extract.'] 

In  the  evening,  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  Loch 
Boisdale  Hotel  brought  in,  from  a  place  called 
the  Strome,  a  basket  of  fifteen  trout,  weighing 
181b.,  caught  chiefly  in  the  salt  water  in  the  ebb 
stream  flowing  below  a  concrete  dyke,  built 
across  a  narrow  arm  of  the  sea.  These  were  all 
yellow  trout,  with  the  exception  of  three  finnocks, 
or  small  sea  trout.  One  of  the  yellow  trout 
weighed  SRb.,  and  another  31b.  This  remarkable 
circumstance  of  such  fine  yellow  trout  having 
been  caught  in  the  salt  water,  determined  me  to 
go  and  inspect  the  place,  which  I  did  the  next 
day  in  company  with  the  gentleman  who  had  had 
so  good  a  day’s  sport.  The  Strome  is  about  throe 
miles  from  Loch  Boisdale,  the  shortest  road  beiug 
to  walk  across  a  rough  marshy  moor.  At  Strome, 
a  lofty  dyke  or  dam  of  concrete,  with  sluices  in 
it,  has  been  erected  across  a  narrow  arm  of  Loch 
Boisdale,  into  the  head  of  which  a  stream,  called 
Am-lige-Mor,  flows  out  of  a  large  fresh-water  lake, 
termed  Loch  Allan.  It  is  as  large  as  the  Ruglas, 
and  there  is  splendid  spawning  ground  upon  it 
between  the  head  of  the  Strome  and  the  sluices 
on  the  road  from  Loch  Boisdale  to  Pollachar. 
Near  Pollachar,  there  is  a  small  but  good  trouting 
loch,  called  Loch  Kilbride,  with  a  short  stream 
running  from  it  into  the  sea  at  Salliwiclt  Bay. 
This  stream  is  at  present  very  much  choked  up, 
but  might  be  easily  cleared  out.  It  is  only  at 
certain  times  of  the  tide  that  trout  will  take  at 
Strome,  and  we  arrived  much  too  early,  and 
walked  up  to  the  sluices  on  the  stream  about  a 
mile  above  the  concrete  dam.  This  stream  and 
the  narrow  salt  water  bay  into  which  it  falls  are 
said  to  fish  best  during  the  flood.  On  the  way 
back  I  tried  the  salt  water,  in  a  narrow  place 
where  the  tide  ran  strongly  between  a  small 
island  and  the  shore,  and  got  two  yellow  trout  and 
afterwards  a  lithe.  We  got  back  to  the  concrete 
dyke  about  the  commencement  of  ebb,  when  the 
ebb  stream  begins  to  flow  strongly  outwards 
through  the  sluices,  at  which  period,  and  for  some 
time  afterwards,  the  fishing  is  said  to  be  at  the 
best.  The  concrete  dyke  which  here  spans  the 
salt  water,  and  is  used  as  a  bridge  by  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood,  is  three  feet  wide  in  the 
centre,  and  only  two  feet  wide  for  a  considerable 
distance  on  each  side  of  the  central  part.  There 
is  no  parapet  of  any  kind  ;  and  as  there  is  a  strong 
and  deep  tidal  stream  running  through  the  sluices 
and  a  breach  in  the  dyke,  just  below  where  you 
stand,  it  is  not  exactly  the  place  for  a  nervous 
man  to  fish  from.  On  the  Loch  Boisdale  side  of 
the  dam,  a  steep  rock  rises  abruptly  several  feet 
above  the  dyke,  and  in  this  rock  there  is  a  narrow 
nick  or  cut,  rather  to  one  side  of  the  dam,  in  which 
you  must  place  your  foot,  and  thence  spring  about 
four  feet  on  to  the  narrow  top  of  the  dyke,  and 
if  you  miss  your  footing  you  fall  into  the  deep 
water  on  either  side.  As  this  dam  is  used  as  a 
bridge  by  the  natives,  and  a  number  of  women 
cross  it  in  all  weathers,  it  is  wonderful  that  no 
accident  has  ever  happened.  Although  the  trout 
had  taken  so  well  during  the  fine  weather  of  the 
preceding  day,  we  did  not  find  them  rise  freely 
in  the  cold,  gusty,  showery  weather  which  pre¬ 
vailed  whilst  we  were  fishing  from  the  top  of  the 
dam.  But  we  got  a  few  yellow  trout,  and  also  a 
number  of  lithe.  You  require  to  have  strong  tackle 
while  fishing  in  this  tidal  stream,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  bear  hard  upon  the  fish  and  keep  their  heads 
above  water,  otherwise  you  will  lose  them  in  the 
sea-weed  which  abounds  in  the  water  below  the 
dam.  The  yellow  trout  here  are  at  least  half-a- 
mile  from  the  nearest  fresh  water  ;  in  water 
where  one  would  expect  to  find  nothing  but  sea 
fish  or  the  migratory  salmonidce — in  fact,  I  never 
saw  or  caught  them  anywhere  else  under  such 
circumstances.  They  were  probably  what  Dr. 
Knox  has  denominated  the  estuary  trout. 

Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only,— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 
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SOME  AUTUMN  DAYS  ON  THE 
SPEY. 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 


[Conclusion.] 


One  afternoon  my  host  and  I  went  to  pay  Mr. 
Shanks,  of  Craigellachie,  a  visit.  We  found  the 
veteran  angler  and  fly  tier  wonderfully  well  for 
his  age,  for  he  was  no  longer  a  youth  when  the 
great  flood  of  August,  1829,  swept  down  the  valley 
of  the  Spey.  Shanks  has  some  wonderful  stories 
of  that  flood  which  washed  down  the  house  he 
was  living  in,  and  among  other  relics  he  shows  his 
watch,  which  was  found  ever  so  far  down  the  river, 
still  hangiug  to  his  wooden  bedstead  which  had 
been  carried  down  by  the  stream.  A  very  in¬ 
teresting  account  of  this  great  flood  was  written 
by  Sir  T.  Dick  Lauder,  under  the  title  of  “  Moray 
Floods  of  1829,”  although  Mr.  Shanks,  for  one, 
does  not  agree  with  all  that  is  said  in  that  work. 
While  chatting  away  on  this  or  that  subject  Mr. 
Shanks  showed  us  some  Spey  patterns  of  his 
dressing,  also  some  very  excellent  standard 
general  patterns,  such  as  Jock  Scott,  Popham, 
&c.,  which  were  destined  for  Gordon  Castle.  We 
had  a  long  argument  as  to  the  reasons  for  the 
terrible  falling  off  of  the  Spey  as  an  angling  river. 

Next  day  my  friend  had  two  fine  fish  before 
lunch,  when  it  commenced  to  rain  and  did  not 
stop  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  water  soon 
began  to  rise ;  we  could  see  it  if  we  watched  for 
a  moment  or  two  gradually  creeping  up  over  the 
stones,  setting  the  driftwood  afloat  and  beginning 
to  blot  out  some  of  the  pools.  Before  it  had  risen 
too  much  to  make  fly-fishing  hopeless,  MacDonald 
put  up  a  good  big  Red  Heron  for  me,  that  is 
as  compared  with  the  sizes  we  had  been  using — a 
Sin.  hook  perhaps.  I  was  fishing  the  Laird’s  Pool, 
standing  on  the  rocks  to  cast,  or  wading  in  a  bit 
here  and  there  where  it  was  found  fairly  safe  to 
do  so,  as  all  the  force  of  the  Spey  was  down  the 
side  I  was  on ;  two  or  three  steps  and  the 
water  was  only  knee-deep,  and  the  next  would 
have  taken  you  over  head  into  the  swirling  cur¬ 
rent.  About  half-way  down  a  big  submerged  rock 
caused  a  dip  in  the  stream  in  front  of  it,  and  then 
a  little  hill  of  water  as  the  obstruction  below  the 
surface  turned  it  off  in  two  diverging  ridges.  If 
a  fish  is  in  the  humour  to  take  at  all  it  will  be 
between  those  ridges  of  water  in  the  quieter  space 
between,  and  sure  enough  hardly  had  I  guided 
the  fly  into  it  after  casting  into  the  stream  beyond 
than  a  fish  rose  so  promptly  and  eagerly  as  to 
show  himself  when  taking  the  fly — a  thing  a 
salmon  does  not  often  do  ;  in  most  cases  he  takes 
it  under  water.  I  had  another  grand  bit  of  sport 
with  this  fellow  ;  he  made  me  dance  attendance  up 
aud  down  that  rocky  bank  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  or  more,  making  grand  rushes,  and  doubling 
about  so,  now  in  the  stream,  now  away  over  into 
the  slack  water  on  the  opposite  side,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  know  always  where  he  was  until  he 
considerately  showed  out  of  water.  MacDonald 
gaffs  him  well  as  usual,  a  sturdy  cock  fish  of  211b., 
own  brother  to  the  fish  of  the  same  weight  I  got 
in  a  pool  j  ust  below. 

If  autumn  salmon  fishing  is  not  grand  sport, 
then  I  do  not  know  what  sport  is.  One  fish  I 
hooked  on  one  of  the  lower  pools  did  not  weigh 
Bib.,  but  he  fought  so  long  and  so  strongly  that 
Peter  the  watcher,  MacDonald,  and  I  quite  thought 
it  was  fouled  hooked,  but  it  was  hooked  clean 
through  the  point  of  the  upper  jaw.  My  friend, 
the  same  evening,  had  a  grand  silvery  hen  fish  of 
24lb.,  killed  on  a  Grey  Eagle,  in  the  Boat  Pool. 

Eagles  often  kill  well  just  at  dusk.  I  was  rather 
amused  at  the  audacity  of  the  finnock ;  there 
were  a  good  many  in  the  river,  and  now  and  then 
a  little  fellow  of  half  a  pound  or  less  would  take 
the  salmoa  fly.  On  one  occasion  when  the  Boat 
Pool  offered  the  only  chance  with  the  fly,  and  that 
a  poor  one,  the  water  being  too  high,  I  was  fishing 
with  a  big  Yellow  Eagle  sent  me  some  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Garden,  of  Aberdeen,  when  a  finnock  of 
6jz.  or  7oz.  fairly  bolted  it. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  mentioned  many  other 
matters  connected  with  those  delightful  autumn 
days  on  the  Spey ;  but  a  strong  spate  of  other 
work  less  congenial  but  more  imperative  compels 
me  to  leave  them  unsaid.  I  must,  however,  correct 
a  blunder  I  made  in  giving  the  colour  of  the  Spey 
cock’s  hackle.  I  described  and  illustrated  one  I 
asl  ed  Mr.  Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  to  send  me,  aud  it 
was  the  colour  I  mentioned,  but  the  proper  colour 


is  a  reddish  brown,  with  as  little  of  the  bronze  hue 
as  possible. 

On  turning  to  that  most  perfect  of  all  angling 
books — and  it  is  not  always  perfect — that  delightful 
“  Book  of  Angling,’’  by  Francis  Francis,  I  find  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  sent  him  by  his 
friend  Mr.  C.  Grant,  of  Aberlour  : — 

“  Dear  Sir,— Agreeably  to  mypromise  I  now  send  you  the 
pattern  Spey  flies.  The  hackles  are  got  from  the  common 
Scotch  cock,  and  lie  on  each  side  of  the  tail,  at  the  tip  of  the 
wings.  The  cock  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  except  with  Spey 
fishers,  who  breed  them  for  the  sake  of  their  feathers.” 

It  appears  to  be  a  rather  uncommon  Scotch 
cock,  for  I  remember  Geordie,  when  my  friend  one 
wet  day  took  me  up  into  G.’s  workshop,  showing 
us  a  bunch  of  hackles  which  he  prized,  and  saying 
that  the  right  ones  were  hard  to  get.  I  wish 
colour  printing  was  not  so  expensive,  I  would  then 
give  my  fly  fishing  readers  coloured  representa¬ 
tions  of  hackles  and  feathers.  I  asked  Mr.  David 
Wilson  to  tell  me  what  he  considered  as  good  a 
half-dozen  Spey  flies  as  he  could  name.  He 
said  — 

Purple  King, 

Green  King, 

Black  King, 

Lady  Caroline, 

Gold  Riach  (for  dull  weather), 

Silver  Riach  (for  bright  weather)  ; 
but  he  did  not  consider  any  six  could  be  distinctly 
the  best,  as  it  depended  on  the  time  of  year,  state 
of  the  water,  &c.  “  Reach,”  or  “  Riach,”  or 

“  Reeach  ”  appears  to  be  the  name  of  some  Spey- 
side  angler  of  the  old  days. 

The  dressings  of  these  and  other  Spey  favourites 
are  given  in  that  charming  work,  “Autumns  on 
the  Spey,”  by  A.  G.  Knox,  M.A.,  published  in  1872. 
As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  I  will  quote  what  he 
says  about  them  : — 

Page  67  :  “  The  following  is  a  list  of  old  Spey 
flies.  To  every  fisherman  on  the  river  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  descriptions  are  taken 
from  specimens  tied  by  that  accomplished  artist, 
Shanks,  of  Craigellachie. 

“  N.B. — The  dubbing — or  bodies — of  all  these 
flies  is  composed  of  Berlin  wool. 

“  Gold  Speal. — Body  black,  with  only  two  or 
three  turns  of  very  broad  gold  flat  tinsel,  and 
with  a  single  turn  of  fine  silver  beading  between 
the  bars  of  the  tinsel ;  red  cock  hackle,  very  soft, 
taken  from  the  tail  coverts  of  the  bird ;  wing, 
mallard. 

“Silver  Speal. — Same  as  above;  but  the  flat 
tinsel  is  of  silver,  and  the  heading  between  the 
bars  of  gold. 

“  Gold  Reeach. — Body,  black,  with  three  bars  of 
flat  gold  tinsel,  between  which  are  three  rows  of 
very  fine  gold  beading  ;  tip  of  the  tail  sometimes 
finished  with  orange  silk ;  red  cock  hackle  from 
the  coverts — soft  and  fine — along  the  body  of  the 
fly  ;  shoulder  hackle  of  teal  or  guinea  fowl ;  wing, 
mallard. 

“  Silver  Reeach. — Same  as  above,  except  that 
silver  tinsel  and  beading  are  used  instead  of  gold, 
and  grey  cock  hackle  along  the  body  of  the  fly 
instead  of  red  cock  hackle. 

“  Gold-Green  Reeach. — Body  olive,  composed 
of  a  mixture  of  red,  green,  and  purple  fine  Berlin 
wool ;  red  cock  hackle  from  the  neck ;  tinsel 
and  beading  same  as  in  gold  reeach ;  shoulder, 
hackle  and  wing  ditto. 

“  Silver-Green  Reeach. — Same  as  above,  but 
with  silver  tinsel  and  beading  instead  of  gold. 

“  Gold-Green  Fly. — Dubbing  the  same  as  in 
green  reeach.  Three  or  four  turns  of  gold  tinsel, 
according  to  its  width,  and  between  each  of  these 
a  single  turn  of  orange  silk ;  red  cock  hackle ; 
wing,  teal  or  grey  mallard. 

“  Silver-Green  Fly. — Same  as  above,  but  with 
silver  tinsel  and  grey  cock  hackle. 

“  The  flies  known  as  ‘  Kings  ’  are  characterized 
by  having  alternate  bars  of  gold  and  silver  tinsel. 
No  beading  of  any  kind. 

“  Green  King. — Same  body  as  Green  Reeach  ; 
alternate  bars  of  gold  and  silver  tinsel ;  red  cock 
hackle ;  shoulder  hackle,  teal  feather ;  wing, 
mallard. 

“  Black  King. — Body,  black  ;  alternate  bars  of 
gold  and  silver  tinsel;  hackle,  black  cock ;  shoulder 
hackle,  guinea  fowl ;  wing,  mallard. 

“  Purple  King. — Body,  lake  colour,  composed  of 
scarlet  and  purple  mixed ;  alternate  bars  of  gold 
and  silver  ;  hackle,  grey  or  red  cock,  according  to 
fancy  ;  shoulder  hackle,  teal  ;  wing,  mallard. 
“Gold  Purple  Fly  (commonly  called  “Gold 


Purpy  ”). — Body,  purple;  red  cock  hackle,  with 
bars  of  gold  tinsel ;  wing,  mallard. 

“  Culdrain  Fly. — Body,  black,  bars  of  silver 
tinsel  rather  far  apart,  and  between  each  bar  two 
threads  of  silk,  one  orange  and  one  yellow ;  hackle, 
jet  black  cock  ;  wing,  grey  mallard. 

“  Gold  Heron. — Body,  black,  with  bars  of  gold 
tinsel ;  between  the  bars  two  threads  of  gold  and 
silver  beading ;  hackle,  very  long,  of  the  slate- 
coloured  back  hackles  of  the  heron ;  wing,  mallard. 

“  Black  Heron. — Same  as  the  last,  but  instead 
of  the  slate-coloured  back  hackles  of  the  heron, 
use  the  tips  of  the  black  feathers  from  the  breaxt 
of  that  bird. 

“CarronFly. — Body  orange, bars  of  silver  tinsel; 
hackle,  black  feather  from  the  breast  of  tho 
heron ;  wing,  mallard. 

“  Several  varieties  have  of  late  years  been 
added.” 

Mohair  is  now  generally  used  in  place  of  Berlin 
wool. 

As  regards  the  peculiar  method  of  putting  on  a 
Spey  cock  hackle  by  tying  it  on  at  the  butt  end 
first  instead  of  the  point,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
must  give  a  much  more  life-like  appearance  in  the 
water,  as  the  fibres  must  stand  out  more  when 
pulled  against  the  water  than  they  do  in  the 
ordinary  way.  In  the  one  case  it  is  like  pulling 
an  umbrella  through  the  water  by  the  handle,  in 
the  other,  by  the  ferrule  end.  I  think  that  many 
trout  flies  used  in  wet  fly-fishing,  which  have  a 
hackle  down  the  body,  might  be  tried  with  it  re¬ 
versed  in  this  way,  especially  such  flies  as 
the  Red,  Black,  and  Grey  Palmers,  Wickham’s 
Fancy,  &c. 

I  ought  in  justice  to  their  excellence  to  say 
that  I  used  one  of  the  Manchester  Cotton  and 
Twine  Spinning  Company’s  tapered  salmon  lines. 
It  was  the  first  time  I  had  used  one  of  their  lines 
for  salmon,  and  I  was  delighted  with  it.  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Wilcock,  well  known  to 
very  many  of  our  readers  as  managing  the  fishing 
line  department  of  the  Company,  has  now  been 
confined  to  his  bed  for  over  eight  weeks  with  some 
heart  affection.  His  son  tells  me  an  improvement 
in  his  condition  has  set  in;  I  sincerely  hope  it  may 
continue.  Mr.  Wilcock,  during  the  many  years  I 
have  corresponded  with  him,  has  always  taken 
the  greatest  pains  to  carry  out  any  suggestion,  and 
I  am  glad  to  admit  to  him  that  my  prejudice 
against  cotton  as  a  material  for  lines  (at  any  rate 
for  salmon  lines)  is  quite  removed. 


Capital  sport  is  being  got  by  salmon  auglers 
on  the  Helmsdale,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  report. 


Thames  fish  seem,  after  the  frost,  to  be  finding 
their  appetites  ;  according  to  our  Thames  reporters 
fair  quantities  of  roach  and  dace  are  being  taken. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon. — In  answer  to  numerous 
inquiries  as  to  Mr.  Wheeldon’s  health,  we  are 
pleased  to  be  in  a  position  to  inform  his  numerous 
friends  that  he  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily, 
considering  the  severe  character  of  the  surgical 
operation  recently  performed  by  the  eminent 
specialist,  Mr.  Herbert  W.  Allingham,  of  Gros- 
venor-street,  assisted  by  Mr.  Wheeldon’s  medical 
attendant,  Dr.  Tarrant  Connor,  of  the  Kingsland. 
road. 


Our  Dublin  correspondent  is  rather  given  to 
flowery  language ;  in  fact,  we  have  had  to  keep 
him  down.  His  “  anticipations  ”  and  “  forecasts” 
are  always  of  the  same  glorious  character.  This 
week  he  reports  a  “  sensational  encounter  ”  be¬ 
tween  poachers  and  the  police. 


We  understand  that  the  proprietress  of  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  has  rented,  for  the 
benefit  of  her  angling  guests,  a  salmon  and  sea 
trout  stretch  of  the  river  Dee,  close  to  a  railway 
station  on  Deeside,  within  twenty-five  minutes’ 
ride  by  rail  of  the  hotel. 


For  months  to  come  every  rod  fishing  on  the 
Ballater  Hotel  section  of  the  Dee,  Aberdeenshire, 
has,  we  believe,  already  been  arranged  for.  This 
fishery,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  Farquharsoq  of 
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Invercauld,  annually  yields  far  more  fisli  than  any 
other  hotel  fishery  in  Scotland. 

At  last  there  is  the  prospect  of  salmon  angling 
being  got  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  as  in  former 
days,  on  the  splendid  middle  angling  stretches  of 
the  Don,  which  are  naturally  first-class  water 
both  for  trout  and  salmon,  the  perfection  of  pools 
and  streams  alternating.  Since  it  was  altered  in 
the  autumn,  that  hitherto  impassable  barrier,  the 
Mugiemoss  dam  dyke,  has  been  surmounted  by 
good  numbers  of  fish  pushing  up  the  Don. 

In  the  Tay  there  has  been  a  great  run  of  fish, 
and  on  the  Tay  a  great  run  of  anglers,  attracted 
by  the  fine  sport  with  the  very  large  salmon  which 
the  first  arrivals  were  fortunate  in  securing.  On 
the  Delvine  beat  of  the  Birnam  Hotel  fishery, 
Mr.  Spencer,  of  Newcastle,  the  other  day  secured 
a  splendid  fish  of  251b.  weight. 

A  correspondent  writes  :  “  Given  good  weather 
there  is  certain  to  be  grand  sport  on  Loch  Oich 
early  this  season.  An  abundant  stock  of  fish  has 
got  up.  The  water  rose  in  the  nick  of  time  to  let 
the  accumulated  shoals  of  early  runners  push  on 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  netters.” 


It  is  unfortunate  that  a  hitch  has  occurred  in 
the  proposed  arrangements  for  improving  the 
Helmsdale  river  rod  fishing,  which  were  all  but 
completed.  _ 

The  Duke  of  Sutherland  is  doing  handsomely 
by  his  angling  tenants  on  the  Naver.  The  year 
before  last  he  partially  withdrew  the  netting  ;  last 
year  he  withdrew  it  altogether,  and  this  year  he 
is  to  do  as  he  did  last  year. 


We  are  very  pleased  to  learn  that  Lord  Lothian 
has  declined  to  accede  to  the  petition  of  the 
Ythan  Fishery  Board  for  an  extension  of  the 
Ythan  rod  and  net  fishing  seasons  farther  into 
the  back  end.  What  good  grounds,  based  upon 
common  sense,  the  Ythan  Board  had  for  making 
such  a  petition  we  know  not.  As  it  is  at  present, 
the  net  fishing  in  the  Ythan  district  is  too  long  in 
closing.  It  goes  on  for  a  fortnight  after  the 
season  for  the  Dee  and  Don— the  neighbouring 
rivers— has  closed,  and  the  result  is  that  fish 
poached  in  these  rivers  are  trafficked  as  Ythan 
fish.  Besides  this,  the  Ythan  is  unnaturally  late, 
and  has  its  stock  of  fish  unnaturally  reduced.  By 
the  severity  of  the  netting  all  the  season  through 
no  fish  are  allowed  into  it  until  after  the  middle 
of  September,  and  thus  it  is  only  the  late  back¬ 
end  runners — which  would  have  been  still  further 
reduced  in  numbers  had  the  petition  referred  to 
been  granted — that  are  left  to  keep  up  the  stock. 

The  Don,  the  Deveron,  the  Dean,  the  Isla,  the 
Bogie,  and  the  Ythan  are,  as  streams,  perhaps  the 
most  celebrated  in  Scotland  for  brown  trout  fish¬ 
ing  early  in  the  season.  There  is  free  fishing  on 
them  all. 


anU  <tumes 


Trout  in  the  Beading  District. — On  Tuesday 
last  the  Beading  and  District  Angling  Preserva¬ 
tion  Association  made  yet  another  addition  to  the 
already  large  stock  of  trout  in  the  Thames,  some 
fifty  splendid  stock  fish,  from  |lb.  to  lib.  each, 
purchased  from  Mr.  E.  Davis,  of  High  Wycombe, 
being  put  in  the  river  under  the  direction  of  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  F.  Brown.  The  prospects  for 
the  approaching  trout  fishing  season,  which  opens 
on  the  1st  April,  are  very  encouraging.  Anglers 
must  remember  that  it  is  illegal  to  retain  any 
trout  under  16in.  in  length. 


Death  of  Mr.  F.  Jennings. — “  Bed  Spinner,’’  in 
the  Field,  has  the  following  kindly  notice  of  Mr. 
Jennings  : — “  In  an  angling  note  in  the  Field  of 
Jan.  24  I  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
Charles  Holloway,  whom  I  described  as  a  very  old 
angler,  and  of  Mr.  Bobert  Wright,  both  of  them 
members  of  the  True  Waltonian  Society,  and  both 
recently  deceased.  Amongst  the  members  who 
attended  Mr.  Holloway’s  funeral  on  Jan.  22  was 
Mr.  F.  Jennings,  well  and  affectionately  known  in 
nil  T  ^on  angling  circles  as ‘the  Squire.’  He, 


unfortunately,  caught  cold  at  his  old  friend’s 
funeral,  and  six  days  afterwards  Mr.  Arthur  Price, 
the  honorary  secretary,  with  Messrs.  Briande  and 
Bailey,  as  representing  the  True  Waltonian 
Society,  had  the  melancholy  duty  of  following 
him  to  his  burial  at  Hampstead.  There  was  a 
very  large  gathering  of  anglers  on  that  occasion, 
amongst  them  being  representatives  of  the  Am- 
well  Magna  Fishery,  with  which  Mr.  Jennings  had 
been  for  many  years  connected.  He  was  a  most 
genial  and  accomplished  man,  and  known  far  and 
wide  for  eccentricities  which  endeared  rather  than 
offended.  He  for  many  years  occupied  a  good 
position  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  but,  when  changes 
were  introduced  in  that  department,  he  retired, 
and  devoted  himself  mostly  thereafter  to  his 
favourite  recreation  of  fishing  on  the  Colne,  Lea, 
and  Chess.  Mr.  Jennings  was  something  over 
middle  age,  but  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in 
the  very  prime  of  life,  and  went  about  his  fishing 
and  management  of  fisheries  with  all  the  zeal  of 
a  young  man.  The  cause  of  his  death  was  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  lungs  following  the  cold  taken 
at  Holloway’s  funeral,  but  he  was  out  and  about 
on  one  of  his  usual  tramps  at  Hampstead  on  Sun¬ 
day,  the  25fch.  He  died  on  the  28th,  and  the 
funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday  last.” 

We  have  in  addition  received  the  following 
“  in  memoriam  ”  note  from  a  mutual  friend  : — 
“  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Frederick  Thomas 
Jennings  a  familiar  face  has  been  removed  from 
the  brotherhood  of  London  anglers.  By  the 
members  of  the  True  Waltonians  and  the  Amwell 
Magna  Fishery,  as  well  as  by  a  large  circle  of 
angling  friends,  he  will  be  sadly  missed,  for  all 
who  had  the  happiness  of  his  friendship  appre¬ 
ciated  his  sterling  qualities.  Of  a  happy  dis¬ 
position,  a  genial  and  pleasant  companion,  always 
brimming  over  with  unselfish  kindness  to  rich  and 
poor,  his  unexpected  death  leaves  a  void  which 
will  not  easily  be  filled.  He  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Philip  Jennings,  D.D.,  Archdeacon  of  Norfolk, 
and,  after  leaving  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  his  M.A.  degree,  he  for  many  years 
occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  he  would  often  recount  with 
pleasure  how,  in  his  early  days,  he  would  leave 
the  office  and  walk  down  to  Bickmansworth  in 
the  evening,  and  after  spending  the  following  day 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  favourite  pastime,  would 
walk  back  again  to  London  in  time  for  his  office 
duties  the  next  morning.  To  his  comrades  of  the 
Amwell  Magna  he  was  always  known  as  ‘  master,’ 
perhaps  from  some  fancied  resemblance  to  the 
master  of  all  aDglers — Isaak  Walton.  A  ripe 
scholar,  versed  in  many  languages,  it  was  a  treat 
after  a  day  spent  by  the  riverside  to  sit  and  listen 
to  him  as  he  brought  out  many  a  happy  fancy 
from  the  store  of  his  wonderful  memory.  This 
last  illness,  contracted  probably  while  attending 
the  funeral  of  an  old  brother  angler,  was  very 
short,  but  he  remained  conscious  to  the  last,  and 
died  in  perfect  peace  and  simple  trust  in  Him  who 
alone  is  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  It 
will  not,  I  think,  be  a  betrayal  of  confidence  if  I 
give  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  one  of 
his  oldest  friends,  a  country  clergyman  :  ‘  Such 
a  friend  is  rarely  met  with,  and  his  removal  after 
an  acquaintance  of  more  than  forty  years — indeed 
I  may  say  fifty — causes  a  blank  which  cannot,  I 
think,  be  filled  on  earth  by  any  earthly  friend.’ — 
J.  T.  P.  P.” 


The  Piscatorial  Society. — Mr.  Wimbush  had 
the  good  fortune  to  catch  a  fine  pike  at  Bingwood, 
on  the  11th  inst.,  weighing  221b.  5oz.,  allowing  for 
waste  a  good  231b.  fish.  This  fish  was  shown  in 
the  room  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  with  another 
by  the  same  gentleman  of  51b.  Mr.  E.  Walker,  a 
splendid  lot  of  dace,  weighing  9jlb.,  a  roach  of 
lib.  7oz.,  and  a  perch  of  lib. ;  also  from  Bingwood. 
Several  gentlemen  were  after  the  salmon,  but  only 
took  kelts ;  they  say  the  river  will  be  in  good 
order  next  week,  and  that  fresh-run  fish  are  show¬ 
ing  themselves  at  the  usual  haunts  close  to  the 
town. 


The  Eden  Fishery  Board  and  the  Police. — 
After  a  meeting  lasting  over  two  hours,  a  two- 
thirds  majority  of  the  board  voted  that,  “  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  the  county  police  have  not 
neglected  their  duty  in  the  execution  of  warrants 
under  the  Fishery  Acts.”  Notice  was  given  by 
Archdeacon  Prescott  that  at  next  meating  he 


would  move  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be 
asked  whether  the  police  were  justified  in  re¬ 
fusing  to  execute  warrants  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  stated  to  the  board.  It  appears  that  the 
police  will  not  execute  a  fishery  or  a  bastardy 
warrant  unless  the  costs  are  paid — at  least  that 
was  the  answer  given  by  Superintendent  Graham 
to  Archdeacon  Prescott’s  question,  “  Are  the  police 
authorised  to  refuse  to  execute  a  warrant  signed 
by  a  magistrate  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
magistrate  ?  ”  _ 

Pisciculture  at  Shrewsbury. — Monday  last 
was  “  spawning  day  ”  at  the  picturesque  little 
trout  hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society,  which  is  situated  in  that  charming  public 
resort,  the  Quarry.  A  very  interesting,  and  may 
be  amusing,  process  to  the  uninitiated  is  that  of 
taking  the  spawn  and  milt  from  the  mature  fish, 
and  such  it  proved  to  the  throng  of  persons  who 
had  been  attracted  to  the  scene  by  the  rumour 
that  all  the  fish  in  “  the  Dingle  ”  were  being 
captured.  The  large  pool  had  been  nearly 
emptied  and  its  loveliness  temporarily  destroyed; 
several  of  the  enthusiastic  anglers  of  the  society 
were  busily  engaged  in  wadmg ;  armed  with  nets 
for  the  purpose  of  “  landing  ”  the  fish  thereby,  by 
the  way  getting  themselves  in  a  most  deplorable 
condition  of  uncleanliness.  The  zealous  hon.  sec. 
of  the  society  (Mr.  J.  Williams),  together  with 
the  quarry-keeper  (Mr.  Dove)  and  several  other 
busy  workers,  were  displaying  equal  energy  in 
spawning  the  captured  females  and  impregnating 
the  ova ;  and  one  and  all  contributed  to  make 
the  scene  a  very  novel  one.  A  goodly  quantity  of 
ova  was  obtained,  and  considering  the  conditions 
under  which  it  was  obtained,  it  is  a  matter  for 
surprise  that  it  was  of  such  a  satisfactory 
character.  Of  course,  however,  the  society  does 
not  depend  upon  the  few  hundred  “  domesticated 
trout  ”  in  “the  Dingle  ”  for  their  supply  of  ova, 
the  work  in  this  respect  bemg  more  of  an  experi¬ 
mental  character  than  otherwise.  Still,  the 
experience  to  be  gained  by  those  interested  in 
pisciculture  in  this  way  will  doubtless  prove  very 
valuable  to  them  in  the  future,  when  at  some 
happy  time  the  society  is  enabled  to  thoroughly 
cleanse  the  Dingle  throughout  and  concrete  the 
whole  of  the  bottom  of  it,  as  the  portion  nearest 
the  hatchery  is  at  the  present  time,  and  obtain  a 
plentiful  supply  of  water  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  trout  hatching  on  a  larger  scale. 
At  present,  however,  the  society  must  perforce 
content  itself  with  obtaining  its  supply  of  ova 
from  elsewhere,  and  use  the  Dinglo  more  as  a 
“nursery  ”  for  the  yoimg  fish  than  as  a  place  for 
keeping  the  mature  fish.  Nevertheless  several 
hundreds  of  fine  trout,  some  of  nearly  21b.  weight, 
have  long  had  their  home  in  this  ornamental 
water,  and  it  is  surprising  that  they  have  flourished 
so  well  and  are  now  in  such  fine  condition  as  they 
were  seen  to  be  when  taken  out  on  Monday. 
Should  it  be  found  possible  at  some  future  time  to 
thoroughly  cleanse  and  concrete  the  bottom  of  the 
Dingle,  and  contrive,  either  by  the  use  of  hydraulic 
pressure  or  some  other  means,  to  run  a  plentiful 
stream  of  water  through  the  Dingle,  and  from 
thence  to  the  river  by  pipes  (a  distance  of  two  or 
three  hundred  yards),  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  many  thousands  of  eggs  could  be  hatched  and 
the  fish  reared  until  such  time  as  they  had  reached 
“  the  age  of  discretion  ”  and  were  able  to  shift  for 
themselves  and  earn  their  owrn  livelihood,  without 
falling  victims  to  the  more  cannibalistic  of  the 
finny  tribes,  including  their  own  species.  How¬ 
ever,  the  society  is  now  doing  thoroughly  good 
work  at  the  hatchery,  and  through  the  earnest 
attention  Mr.  Williams  and  his  colleagues  have 
devoted  to  the  work,  it  has  been  remarkably  suc¬ 
cessful,  The  hatchery  already  contains  six  thou¬ 
sand  ova,  which  has  been  generously  given  by 
Mrs.  B.  F.  M.  Wood,  and  this  is  now  in  process  of 
hatching  in  the  boxes. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
writes  to  say  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  afford  to 
any  of  our  angling  readers  who  may  desire  to 
communicate  with  him,  full  and  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  a  magnificent  reach  of  salmon 
water  to  let  in  the  Shannon  at  Killaloe.  Last 
spring  new  fish  of  421b.,  311b.,  and  lesser  weights 
downwards  to  151b.  were  taken  with  the  rod  on 
the  water  he  refers  to.  Vide  Fishing  Gazette  for 
March,  1890. 


February  14,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


85 


ANGLING  AT  LITTLEPORT,  &c. 

By  Old  Hand. 

(Continued  from  page  30.) 

In  my  last  letter  I  told  you  that  iu  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Brandon  Creek  and  Southery  Ferry, 
&c.,  bream  fed  best  at  night,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  sense  of  smell  aids  them  con¬ 
siderably  in  finding  their  food. 

Smell  and  Taste. — Even  if  fish  are  able  to 
breathe  through  their  nostrils  like  ourselves  (I 
never  yet  heard  it  explained)  I  cannot  for  the  life 
of  me  see  why  this  should  prevent  them  from 
smelling,  as  some  anglers  would  try  and  make  one 
believe. 

In  looking  over  some  old  correspondence  I  found 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Guuther,  dated  September  5th, 
1883,  in  which  he  says  “Unless  fish  are  hungry 
or  sure  in  their  knowledge  of  the  food  which 
comes  in  their  way,  they  hesitate  before  they  take 
and  swallow  it ;  in  fact  they  examine  it,  and  if  you 
keep  some  roach,  minnows,  or  chub  in  an  aqua¬ 
rium  you  will  understand  what  I  mean.  If  a  fish 
is  not  sure  of  the  suitable  nature  of  food,  it  looks 
at  it,  feels  it,  tastes  it.  The  lips,  the  mucous 
membranes  of  the  mouth,  and  the  gullet  are 
amply  provided  with  nerves  which  perform  these 
functions.” 

He  goes  on  to  say  : — “  Fish  also  have  a  sense  of 
smelling,  and  if  there  is  anything  disagreeable  (to 
them)  in  the  bait  they  determine,  apparently  by 
this  sense,  to  leave  the  object  alone.” 

Every  angler  must  have  noticed  this.  This, 
probably,  accounts  for  fish  refusing  certain  baits 
at  certain  periods  ;  and  I  expect  they  know  from 
experience  what  food  will  suit  the  gastric  juice.  I 
firmly  believe  it  is  this  examining  and  testing  that 
is  often  the  cause  of  the  float  going  through  such 
extraordinary  motions  when  pond  fishing. 

Bream  — The  bream  may  be  there  in  the  day¬ 
time,  but  taking  one  occasion  with  another,  the 
beBt  takes  are  obtained  at  night  or  very  early  in 
the  morning.  I  have  even  taken  bream  very  early 
in  the  morning  in  a  pond  when  I  failed  to  catch  a 
fish  all  night— well,  two  or  three. 

From  some  cause  or  another  they  often  refuse  to 
feed  in  the  daytime,  and  if  the  weather  is  settled 
and  fair  for  angling  as  darkness  comes  on,  they 
begin  to  feed  early,  i  e  ,  at  dusk,  or  vice  versa,  it 
may  not  be  until  daybreak.  Sometimes  when  the 
bream  have  ceased  to  bite  the  angler  will  be  re: 
warded.  How  ?  Why,  by  fishing  the  same  swim 
for  roach,  and  they  are  good  and  numerous  here. 
In  this  case  I  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  either  the  bream  have  gone  to  “fresh  woods 
and  pastures  new,”  or  the  roach  have  crowded  in¬ 
to  the  swim  in  sufficient  numbers  to  drive  the 
Abratuis  brama  away,  for,  taking  fish  for  fish,  I 
should  think  roach  would  stand  no  more  chance 
with  bream  than  dace  with  barbel.  I  think  this  is 
correct,  for  I  have  seldom  caught  more  than  one  or 
two  roach  when  I  have  had  capital  takes  of  bream  ; 
I  mean  in  rivers,  &c.,  where  roach  were  most 
prolific. 

Eels. — These  are  fine  and  numerous,  and  some¬ 
times  very  large  ones  are  captured.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion,  for  instance,  a  well-known  Cambridge  angler 
caught  one  with  a  2oz.  live  roach  on  a  pike  tackle 
that  weighed  51b.,  and  I  should  think  ledgering  for 
these  customers  with  live  bait  on  very  strong  tackle 
would  be  a  good  plan  and  afford  capital  sport, 
more  especially  when  bottom,  fishing  at  night. 
Plenty  of  time  should  be  allowed,  say  from  twenty 
to  thirty  minutes,  according  to  the  size  of  the  bait. 
If  the  angler  does  not  give  plenty  of  time,  he  will 
stand  very  little  chance  of  hooking  Mr.  Eel. 

Fish  in  the  Great  Ouse. — This  river  contains 
pike,  perch,  bream,  rudd,  roach,  dace,  tench,  ruff, 
gudgeon,  eels,  and  a  few  trout,  chub  and  carp.  It 
is  a  very  good  river  for  roach  and  bream,  fair  for 
pike,  and  moderately  good  for  all  the  rest  except 
trout,  carp  and  chub.  I  need  scarcely  say  that, 
like  most  other  rivers,  different  fish  affect  different 
localities,  and  this  knowledge  can  only  be  gained 
by  taking  the  trouble  to  inquire  at  the  various 
angling  stations.  “  Do  not  expect  too  much,  and 
you  will  not  be  disappointed.” 

Period. — I  have  heard  it  said  that  bream  fish¬ 
ing  is  only  good  from  the  middle  of  June  to  about 
the  middle  of  August,  but  the  roach  fishing  in  the 
South  Level  Cut  at  Littleport  is  certainly  the 
best  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  and  as  far  as  the 
Cam  is  concerned,  five  times  out  of  six  the  angler 
will  catch  ten  roach  to  one  of  any  other  fish  ;  but 
with  respect  to  the  above-meutioned  period  being 


the  best,  it  appears  to  me  that  in  case  of  a  late 
spawning  season  September  would  be  a  far  better 
month,  because  in  this  river  bream  spawn  much 
later  in  some  seasons  than  others  ;  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  it  is  a  splendid  river  for 
taking  large  bream  in  favourable  seasons.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  seasons  when  it  is  very 
seldom  that  any  bream  worth  mentioning  are 
caught  after  August  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Littleport,  and  the  cause  is  not  far  to  seek,  for  in 
mild  genial  springs  they  come  up  as  fay  as  (and 
even  above)  Littleport  to  spawn  ;  but  in  bleak, 
cold,  ungenial  springs  they  remain  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Brandon  Creek  and  Southery  Ferry, 
&c.,  where  good  sport  is  often  obtained. 

I  mention  this  in  passing  because  if  a  novice 
goes  to  Littleport  for  a  few  days’  bream  fishing 
in  September,  and  returns  without  catching  a  fish, 
one  is  dunned  to  death  with  the  old  stereotyped 
complaints,  and  this  sort  of  thing  is  especially 
annoying  when  one  knows  that  there  were  no 
bream  there  to  catch. 

By-the-bye,  it  is  just  the  same  with  hares.  If 
the  winter  has  been  mild  and  February  is  warm, 
hares  breed  very  early,  and  on  these  occasions  I 
have  seen  them  exposed  for  sale  at  an  absurdly 
late  period  ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  in 
very  late  seasons  roach  do  not  recover  from  the 
operation  of  spawning  until  after  the  season  has 
opened  ;  in  other  words,  they  are  often  in  the  best 
possible  condition  all  through  March  and  April, 
when  the  rivers,  &c.,  are  most  free  from  filth  and 
natural  food,  and  boats  and  steam  launches  are 
few  and  far  between.  Iu  short,  when  the  fishing 
is  at  its  very  best  it  is  considered  by  many  almost 
a  crime  to  be  seen  with  a  roach  rod  ;  and  when, 
may  I  ask,  will  this  state  of  things  be  altered  ? 
Is  yet  another  season  going  to  pass  without  any¬ 
thing  being  done  ? 

Should  the  river  be  in  flood,  and  the  water  out 
and  discoloured,  do  not  fish  with  gentles,  and  get 
annoyed  with  your  ill-luck,  but  stick  to  thoworm. 

(To  be  continued.) 


LETTERS  FROM 
THE  NORFOLK  BROADS.— III. 

By  Dr.  P.  H.  Emerson. 

“  What  becomes  of  eels  in  winter,  Harnsee  ?  ” 

“  Go  to  mud,  sir,”  answers  the  broadsman,  em¬ 
phatically. 

“  What  becomes  of  eels  in  winter,  Fred  ?  ” 

“  Bury  themselves  in  the  mud,”  answers  my 
friend,  angler-naturalist. 

The  books  corroborate  this  statement,  and  yet  I 
often  wonder  if  anybody  really  knows  anything 
about  eels,  except  that  they  are  good  to  eat ;  some 
don’t  know  that. 

The  first  wave  of  cold  that  heralded  this  Arctic 
winter  had  passed,  and  the  ice  and  snow  brought 
by  a  fortnight’s  frosts  and  north-easterly  gales 
were  melting  at  last,  the  river  was  full  of  ice-floes 
and  melting  snow,  the  temperature  of  the  water 
was  31  deg.  Fahr.  by  my  thermometer,  December 
had  but  just  begun  ;  in  fact,  my  story  dates  from 
the  night  of  Wednesday,  December  3,  1890. 

I  was  awakened  by  the  gusts  of  south-westerly 
wind  that  rocked  the  boat,  and  made  the  halliards 
rattle  against  the  mast  to  the  tune  of  the  rain 
dashing  in  fury  against  my  house-boat  windows. 
I  turned  restlessly  in  my  berth,  and  at  last  cried 
out — 

“  Jim,  what’s  o’clock  ?  ” 

“  Four,  sir.” 

“  A  gale  blowing,  eh  ?  ” 

“  Ay,  that’ll  waste  the  snow,’’  ho  cried  back 
through  the  dark  hollows  of  the  boat. 

“  Good  job,  too,”  I  muttered,  and  turned  over 
to  try  to  sleep. 

Thursday  morning  broke  miserably  dull,  with 
an  easterly  wind,  drizzling  rain,  and  black,  sooty 
landscape.  The  minimum  had  sunk  to  38^  deg. 
in  the  night  ;  it  was  thawing,  and  a  cold,  clammy 
thing  is  that  kind  of  a  thaw.  The  snow  on  the  up¬ 
lands  had  melted,  flooding  some  of  the  marshes  by 
the  river-side. 

In  the  charcoal  landscape  patches  of  pallid 
white  roofs  stood  out  in  sickly  contrast.  The 
wind  now  gradually  crept  round  to  N.E.,  and  cut 
into  my  face  as  I  took  the  helm  and  sheet  to  sail 

to - Lock  ;  it  was  a  head  wind.  The  sopping 

marshes  were  alive  with  hungry  birds  rooks, 
mavis,  fieldfares,  starlings,  larks,  skylarks,  and 


linnets  abounded,  and  ate  greedily  by  runnels 
where  the  river  overflowed  the  level  banks. 

Towards  sunset  wo  arrive  at  the  lock,  and 
moor  snugly  just  below,  having  first  broken 
through  the  fields  of  ice.  The  roar  of  the  flood- 
waters  through  the  weirs  breaks  the  melancholy 
silence. 

The  lock-man  comes  up  in  his  quaint  way — we 
are  old  friends — 

“  I  shall  put  a  net  or  two  in  to-night,  sir,  to  get 
a  fewlamperns  ;  they  always  work  in  snowy  water 
or  in  a  frost.” 

I  follow  him  to  the  weirs,  he  shuts  two  of  the 
flood  gates,  drops  the  frame  on  which  the  nets  are 
set  into  slots,  jumps  on  them  to  force  them  into 
place,  fastens  them  to  a  cross-bar  above,  and  opens 
the  gates.  The  icy  water  gushes  through  the 
lock  and  carries  the  fishes  away  down  the  under 
sluice,  which  is  covered  by  a  roaring  cataract  of 
foam. 

Then  with  his  crowe  (like  a  shepherd’s  crook) 
in  hand, he  stands  on  the  foot-bridge,  thrown  across 
the  weirs,  and  feels  in  the  boiling  water  for  the 
pods.  Each  in  its  turn  is  seized  and  hauled  out ; 
he  sees  the  lashing3  are  fast  and  throws  it  back 
into  the  frothing  torrent. 

By  this  time  it  is  pitch  dark,  and  a  light  from  a 
belated  wherry  suddenly  blazes  in  the  sky.  The 
lock-keeper  lets  her  through,  whilst  I  go  to  dino 
on  the  plump  cockerel  I  bought  from  him  an 
hour  ago. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  nine,  as  I  am  sitting 
reading,  some  one  taps  at  the  window  behind  me, 
and  tbe  lock-keeper  says — 

“  I  have  just  drawn  them  nets,  sir  !  ” 

I  hasten  out  in  the  cold  damp  night.  There 
stands  my  friend  with  his  picturesque  three  faced 
lantern  in  his  baud  and  a  new  willow  skip,  look¬ 
ing  something  like  a  Pompeian  wine  jar,  before 
him  on  the  sopping  island  beside  which  we  are 
moored. 

“  Got  any  ?  ’’  I  ask. 

“  A  few,  sir.” 

“  Let’s  look,”  and  taking  the  lantern  he  held 
towards  me,  I  thrust  it  into  the  skip. 

A  mass  of  beautiful  silver  eels  lay  wriggling  at 
the  bottom  amongst  the  weed,  their  backs  sea¬ 
weed  green,  and  their  bellies  shining  like  silver. 
They  were  in  splendid  condition  too,  fat  aud 
frolicsome.  A  few  roach  gleamed  here  and  there. 

“  Eels  ?  ”  I  said  in  surprise. 

“  Yes,  about  twenty  pound,”  he  drawled  without 
emotion. 

“  Eels,”  I  repeated;  “  I  thought  they  ‘  mudded.’  ” 

“  So  did  I,”  he  replied,  quite  calmly. 

Then  he  drank  a  silent  whiskey  and  left. 

At  10  20  another  tap  aroused  me  :  he  was  going 
to  “  look  on.”  So  he  went  ahead  towards  the  weirs 
with  his  lantern,  my  man  and  I  stumbling  after 
in  the  flood  water  on  the  island.  It  was  as  black 
as  Erebus,  a  south-westerly  breeze  was  blowing, 
the  temperature  was  39  deg.  F.  iu  the  air,  for  I 
had  looked  at  my  minimum  before  leaving. 
Across  the  marshes  all  was  black,  except  the  loom 
hanging  over  the  neighbouring  town.  Patches  of 
unmelted  snow  looked  like  ghostly  figures  hiding 
beneath  the  leafless  willows.  The  roar  of  the 
water  was  deafening. 

Ascending  a  hillock,  the  lock-keeper  picked  up 
his  eel-skip  and  crook,  and  gave  me  the  lantern. 
Then  he  led  the  way  to  the  foot-bridge,  and  I, 
following  closely  on  his-  heels,  was  in  my  turn 
dogged  by  my  man ;  it  was  too  dark  to  keep  far 
apart.  I  held  the  lantern  over  the  roaring  foam¬ 
ing  waters  that  shone  with  ghastly  gleam  against 
the  black  sky.  The  lock-keeper  leant  over  the 
hand-rail  and  thrust  his  crook  into  the  torrent, 
feeling  for  the  pod.  It  was  swollen  with  fish  aud 
easy  to  find.  Drawing  his  crook  towards  the 
middle  of  the  net,  he  drew  the  pod  up  stream  ;  it 
was  taut  and  heavy  with  eels. 

“You’ve  got  a  fresh  lot,”  I  exclaimed. 

“  Yes,”  he  said,  and  pulling  steadily,  he  drew 
the  net  up  on  to  the  foot  planks,  dripping  a,ud 
glistening  with  eels’  heads  and  tails  protruding 
through  the  meshes,  a  mass  of  green,  gold  and 
silver.  Quickly  loosening  the  pod  string  he  shot  the 
fish  into  the  skip— I  meanwhile  holding  the  lantern 
— refastened  the  pod,  and  cast  it  back  into  the 
foaming  current.  The  second  not  was  treated  in 
a  similar  way. 

Then  I  held  the  lantern  iu  the  mouth  of  the 
skip  and  illumined  the  wriggling  mass. 

“  Beauties !  ” 

never  thowt  this — and  snowy  water  too,” 
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he  replied.  “  I  never  looked  for  this,”  he  repeated  ; 
“  I  thowt  to  get  a  few  lamperns.” 

“  So  you  said,”  I  rejoined.  “It's  a  rum  thing  ; 
they  say  eels  are  hid  up  this  weather.” 

“  So  everybody  say  ;  but  these  weren’t,”  he 
added  with  a  chuckle. 

“  Have  you  ever  known  this  happen  before  . 

“  Never  with  the  water  so  cold — snowy  water  ; 
no,  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.” 

“  Can  you  account  for  it  ?  ” 

“  Not  I.  I  think  they  must  have  worked  out  of 
the  sags  (liners),  but  it’s  a  rum  ’un.” 

He  gave  us  three  fine  eels  for  breakfast,  and  we 
turned  in,  whilst  he  went  home  and  built  up 
his  fire — he  was  going  to  sit  up  and  “  look  on 
every  hour. 

On  Friday  morning  the  minimum  marked 
89°  F.  The  lock-keeper  had  “  looked  on  ”  every 
hour,  his  last  haul  being  at  7.30  a.m.  He  only 
got  one  or  two  large  eels  that  last  haul,  but 
during  that  night  he  got  fourteen  stone  of  eels, 
two  weighing  31b.  each.  After  midnight  the 
catches  had  been  smaller,  but  fish  larger  in  size. 

Friday  night  was  warm  and  blowy,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  at  38°  F.,  and  the  lock-keeper  got  about 
ten  stone  more,  but  again  few  after 
midnight.  On  Saturday  night  his 
catches  were  still  smaller  :  the  ther¬ 
mometer  was  falling  33p  at  nine  p.m., 
and  a  wind  just  coming.  Nearly  all 
the  eels  caught  that  last  night  weighed 
half-a-pound  each.  An  easterly  wind 
blew  all  Sunday.  The  lock-keeper 
expected  to  get  a  few  big  ones  that 
night.  The  thermometer  stood  at  31u. 

He  got  two  eels  weighing  each  31b.,  and 
a  few  lamperns. 

According  to  the  traditions  of  eel- 
men  this  was  an  extraordinary  capture 
of  fish.  He  got  in  all  about  twenty- 
six  stone  of  the  sharp  nosed  and  silver 
belly  eels,  together  with  a  few  lam¬ 
perns.  The  moon  was  waning,  the 
river  full  of  melting  ice  and  snow,  the 
temperature  34°  the  first  night,  the 
thermometer  rising,  the  wind  south¬ 
westerly,  and  the  nights  dark,  and  the 
time,  before  midnight  when  the  biggest 
hauls  were  made,  but  the  largest  fish 
were  caught  after  that  hour,  and  not 
in  company  with  the  rest.  Finally,  as 
the  temperature  fell  and  the  wind  went 
to  easterly,  the  fish  ceased  working. 

N.B. — I  sent  our  esteemed  editor 
half  a  stone  of  these  self-same  fish. 

Thereby  hangs  a  tale. 


SOME  NOTTINGHAM  ANGLERS  AND  THE 
NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

My  lines  fell  in  very  pleasant  places  when  I 
recently  paid  a  visit  to  one  of  the  prominent 
Midland  angling  societies,  the  Wellington  ;  for  I 
there  met  with  some  of  the  right  sort  of 
Waltonians— thorough  sportsmen,  full  of  fun  and 
story ;  pardonably  proud  of  the  success  of  their 
excellent  society,  and  eager  to  promote,  in  any 
way  possible,  angling  and  anglers’  interests.  In 
this  society  the  taking  of  undersized  fish  is  not 
allowed,  and  I  am  more  than  pleased  to  find  that 
the  example  of  the  members  of  the  Wellington  is 
having  duo  effect  in  the  district  for  many  miles 
round.  It  is  such  societies  as  this  that  afford 
hearty  support  in  furthering  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  great  army  of  piscators. 

Originally  founded  sixteen  years  ago,  this  club 
has  from  the  first  promoted  angling  as  a  sport ;  and, 
although  the  Wellingtonians  now  number  eighty, 
every  individual  has  had  to  satisfy  the  committee 
that  he  is  a  sportsman  before  he  has  been  admitted. 


“  THE  SCIENTIFIC  ANGLER.”* 

A  copy  of  the  fourth  English  edition 
of  the  above  excellent  work  on  “Artistic 
Angling,”  by  the  late  David  Foster,  of 
Ashbourne,  is  to  hand,  and  it  gives  us 
pleasure  again  to  recommend  it  to  our 
readers.  According  to  the  preface  “some 
coloured  plates  have  been  added, 
one  of  which  illustrates  for  the  first  time  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  aquatic  insect  life  from  the  egg  to  the 
perfect  ariel  fly.”  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  this 
is  the  first  time  its  history  has  been  given  in  a 
coloured  plate.  M.  Pictet  did  that  many  years 
ago,  and  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  has  done  it  very  com¬ 
pletely  recently,  but  the  work  generally  is  so  use¬ 
ful  and  entertaining,  and  withal  so  cheap,  that 
every  angler  will  find  it  to  his  benefit  to  buy  it. 
The  coloured  and  other  plates  are  wonderfully 
good,  considering  the  price  of  the  volume,  and 
some  of  the  salmon  flies  and  trout  flies  are  as  good 
as  need  be.  In  a  future  edition  we  hope  Messrs. 
Foster  will  do  their  book  justice  by  putting  a  list 
of  the  plates  and  other  illustrations  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  book. 


Curious  Incident  in  Jack  Fishing. — Whilst 
fishing  on  Thursday,  Feb.  5  last,  I  had  a  run,  and 
on  winding  in  found  there  were  at  the  end  of  my 
line  two  jack,  both  of  which  I  landed,  and  then 
discovered  that  the  larger  (3flb.)  was  hooked  in 
the  corner  of  the  top  jaw,  and  the  smaller  (2|lb.) 
was  not  touched  in  any  part  by  the  hook,  but 
simply  had  the  line  wound  three  times  round  its 
body,  just  behind  the  gills. — E. 
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MR.  W.  GASKELL. 

President  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Association, 
Nottingham. 

The  consequent  result  of  this  commendable 
arrangement  has  been  the  united  action  of  the 
whole  of  the  members  upon  such  important  points 
as  the  standard  of  weighable  fish,  strict  observance 
of  the  close  season,  and  such  other  matters  as 
have  from  time  to  time  demanded  attention. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  question  of 
the  pollution  of  the  Trent  has  been  seriously  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  members,  and  although  some  would 
seem  to  think  that  the  Burton  pollution  is  abso¬ 
lutely  beneficial  to  the  fish,  the  greater  proportion 
cling  to  the  idea  the  Midland  river  should  be  kept 
as  pure  as  possible.  Having  decided  they  should 
move  in  the  matter,  the  word  was  given  to  start, 
and  the  energetic  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Harry  Spray), 
who  seems  to  literally  revel  in  work,  at  once 
began  to  flood  the  breakfast-tables  of  the  anglers 
in  the  district  with  circulars  and  letters  referring 
to  the  subject.  Some  little  idea  of  the  amount  of 
work  Mr.  Spray  did  in  this  connection  may  be 
formed  when  I  state  that  over  three  thousand  cir¬ 
culars  and  letters  were  sent  out.  As  a  result,  they 
have  succeeded  in  interesting  the  County  Council 
of  the  district,  who  have  appointed  special  com¬ 
mittees  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  a  patron  of 
the  society.  The  hon.  president  is  Sir  Henry 
Bromley,  Bart.  The  president  is  W.  Gaskell, 
Esq.  (whose  portrait  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting 
to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week), 
and  the  following  gentlemen  are  vice-presidents  : — 
The  Hon.  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Russell,  T.  Cooper,  Esq., 
G.  H.  Drewry,  Esq.,  J.  T.  Forman,  Esq.,  R.  J. 
Hardy,  Esq.,  J.  Robinson,  Esq.,  J.  Tomlinson, 
Esq.,  F.  Warsop,  Esq.,  T.  Wood,  Esq.,  and  Dr. 
T.  Wright  ;  Mr.  T.  Essex  is  hon.  treasurer ;  Mr. 
Harry  Spray,  hon.  sec.  ;  and  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  act  upon  the  committee  :  Messrs.  E.  Hooton, 
F.  Sacker,  E.  West,  C.  J.  Whitehall,  and  H.  R. 
Wilkins. 

The  subscription  to  the  club  is  twenty-six  shil¬ 
lings  per  annum,  payable  either  half-yearly,  quar¬ 
terly,  or  weekly,  in  advance.  The  meeting-nights 
are  Thursday,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  society 
the  Wellington  Hotel,  where,  catered  for  by  Host 
Sam  Bestow,  the  well-known  Midland  athlete,  and 
one  of  the  best  fellows  living,  and  “set  to  rights  ” 
by  the  kindly  Mrs.  “  Sam,”  they  are  quite  at  home. 
The  angler  who  goes  to  Nottingham  and  omits 
to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Wellington,  misses  one  of  the 
sights  of  the  lace  town.  Sam’s  pictures 
and  works  of  art  must  be  worth  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds.  Many  of  the  pictures 
have  graced  the  walls  of  the  Royal 
Academy ;  and  I  was  startled  when  I 
first  got  inside  the  house  to  find  innu¬ 
merable  examples  of  well  -  known 
artists,  not  only  hung  upon  the  walls  of 
the  rooms,  but  literally  piled  up  in  all 
corners.  You  can’t  move  for  pictures 
only  here  and  there,  and  even  then  you 
run  the  risk  of  cannoning  against  a 
valuable  bronze  ornament  or  exquisite 
specimen  of  marble  sculpture.  The 
whiskey  Sam  sells  is  as  good  as  his  pic¬ 
tures  are,  and  nearly  as  old  as  some  of 
his  furniture ! 

The  members  of  the  Wellington 
Club  have  the  exclusive  right  of  using  a 
comfortable  room  at  this  hotel — an  idea 
I  should  like  to  see  adopted  in  more 
societies.  Here  they  can  smoke,  chat, 
write,  read,  and  invent  veracious 
narratives  at  their  own  sweet  will. 
Probably  the  kindly  friendship  festered 
in  this  room  accounts  materially  for 
the  conviviality  for  which  this  society 
is  noted.  “  All  work  and  no  play,”  &c. 
Every  six  months  “something  at¬ 
tempted,  something  done,”  entitles  the 
members  to  a  well-deserved  rest  from 
the  worries  of  pollution  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  pot-hunting.  This  “  rest  ” 
generally  takes  the  form  of  a  dinner 
and  smoking  concert,  and  upon  these 
occasions,  among  the  visitors  are  num¬ 
bered  many  prominent  citizens  of  the 
town.  By-the-bye,  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Nottingham  (F.  G.  Johnson,  Esq.)  is 
a  good  friend  to  the  anglers,  and  does 
all  he  can  to  further  their  interests. 

The  minimum  weights  of  fish  that  are  accepted 
for  competition  for  prizes  are :  Trout,  grayling, 
and  perch,  8oz. ;  chub  and  bream,  21b.  ;  dace,  6oz.  ; 
roach,  12oz.  ;  barbel,  Bib.  ;  pike,  51b.  The  fish 
must  be  caught  within  the  district  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  No  money  prizes 
are  given.  All  fish  must  be  weighed  in  at  the  club 
within  thirty-six  hours  of  being  caught ;  no  fish 
to  be  caught  or  weighed  on  Sundays.  Members 
must  bring  their  own  fish  to  be  weighed. 

The  club-room  is  open  every  week-day  from 
ten  a.m.  until  eleven  p.m.  Special  meetings 
every  Thursday  evening.  Among  the  prizes 
offered  for  competition  between  the  members  who 
subscribe  to  the  King’s  Mills  and  Weston  Fishery 
are  a  valuable  silver  cup,  presented  by  T.  Wood, 
Esq.  (first  prize),  and  a  rod,  reel,  and  line  to  order 
(second  prize),  presented  by  A.  Tewkes,  Esq  ,  for 
the  best  twelve  roach  caught  in  the  above  waters 
during  the  summer  season,  each  fish  to  weigh  lib. 
or  over. 

Several  good  preserved  specimen  fish  are  hung 
in  the  room,  but  not  so  many  as  I  should  ha^e 
liked,  and  quite  expected,  to  have  seen.  Mr.  E. 
West’s  bream  of  7lb.  8oz.  is  an  exceptionally  fine 
specimen.  This  fish  was  taken  at  Thrafstone. 
Mr.  T.  Wood  has  presented  a  case  of  two  barbel 
to  the  club  ;  the  one  a  capital  specimen  of  Cyprians 
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barbus,  and  the  other  a  specimen  of  that  very  rare 
fish,  Barbus  albino,  or  silver  barbel.  I  believe  there 
are  very  few  specimens  of  this  fish  to  be  seen. 
What  says  “  Giant  ”  ?  Mr.  E.  West  shows  a  carp 
of  101b.  4oz.,  caught  in  Besthorpe  Fleet  below 
Newark,  and  the  host  shows  the  head  of  a  pike 
caught  by  his  father,  Mr.  Fred  Bestow,  in  the 
Clumber ‘Lake.  The  fish  weighed  331b.,  and, 
judging  from  its  head,  it  ought  to  have  weighed 
1331b. !  Mr.  E.  West  also  shows  a  capital  case  of 
perch. 

Where  the  members  are  so  numerous  and  “  all 
good  alike,”  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  mention  in¬ 
dividuals.  It  would  be  almost  an  impossibility  to 
find  more  skilful  anglers  in  the  Nottingham  style 
than  are  included  in  the  members  of  the  Welling¬ 
ton  Club.  T.  Wood,  Esq.,  the  lessee  of  the  Shard- 
low  and  Weston  waters,  I  purpose  dealing  with 
in  a  separate  article,  as  that  gentleman  takes  a 
prominent  part  in  so  much  that  interests  the 
anglers  in  this  district.  Mr.  Charles  Goodall,  a 
very  old  and  respected  member,  is  a  demon  at 
“  fine  and  far-off  ”  fishing.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  the  club  competitions.  His  favourite 
waters  are  those  at  Willington,  Rolleston,  and 
Kelham.  The  latter  water  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  members,  and  is  only  separated  from  Mr. 
David  Slater’s  water  at  Aversliam  by  a  small 
stretch  owned  by  the  Rev.  Walker. 

Messrs.  R.  Toone,  G.  Bates,  and  J.  Tomlinson 
are  all  good  anglers.  Probably  Mr.  Bates  is  one 
of  the  very  best  anglers  in  Nottingham  ;  the  gen¬ 
tleman  in  question  frequently  sticks  to  the  angle 
for  a  fortnight  at  a  time.  In  Mr.  Toone  Not¬ 
tingham  has  a  keen  hand  at  fly-fishing  for  chub 
and  dace ;  and  I  am  told  this  gentleman,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Tomlinson,  seldom  forgets  the  inner 
man  when  on  the  war-path. 

Mr.  C.  Jackson  is  also  well-known  in  the  town 
as  an  expert  fly-fisherman  ;  and  Mr.  E.  West  is  a 
capital  all-round  angler,  and  knows  the  Trent  as 
well  as  any  man  in  the  Midlands. 

Mr.  T.  Essex,  the  hon.  treasurer,  is  an  inde¬ 
fatigable  officer  and  an  ardent  angler,  being  par¬ 
ticularly  addicted  to  the  killing  of  bouncing  big 
barbel,  as  is  also  Mr.  H.  W.  Cooper.  Mr.  Hart¬ 
shorn,  now  on  the  retired  list,  still  makes  the 
present  members’  mouths  water  with  tales  of  the 
old  days.  “  Ah,  they  tcere  days  !  ’’ 

The  brothers  Baker  are  also  enthusiasts,  and 
many  an  aldermanic  roach  has  had  to  succumb  to 
their  skill.  Only  last  season  while  roach  fishing 
at  Shardlow,  usiug  the  finest  Nottingham  tackle, 
Mr.  W.  Baker  hooked,  played,  and  succeeded 
in  landing  a  fine  barbel  of  81b  ,  and  this  in  a 
Rtream  running  at  the  least  twelve  miles  an 
hour. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Drewry,  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  is 
a  skilful  fisherman,  and  frequently  pays  attention 
to  the  specimens  of  the  “  King  of  the  Fishes  ” 
that  think  proper  to  mount  up  the  Trent.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Whitehall,  the  late  hon.  sec.,  must  also  be 
included  in  the  number  of  anglers  good  and  true. 

In  Messrs.  J.  Spray  and  H.  R.  Wilkins  we  have 
a  couple  of  anglers  who  once  fancying  a  swim 
won’t  leave  it  until  they  have  had  something  out 
of  it ;  a  commendable  obstinacy. 

Mr.  S.  Warsop,  the  late  president  of  the  society, 
has  been  a  good  all-round  man,  and  is  still  one  of 
the  hardest  working  members.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  he  has  been  compelled  lately  to  retire 
from  the  pursuit  of  his  favourite  sport ;  but  his 
doings  among  the  barbel,  bream,  and  roach  in 
the  Trent  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

But  to  do  justice  to  them  I  should  mention  all. 
I  hope  at  some  future  time  to  turn  again  to  this 
pleasant  task  ;  for  the  present  I  must  satisfy  my¬ 
self  with  three  other  popular  members  and  fisher¬ 
men. 

Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  president,  is  a  splendid 
all-round  sportsman,  and  his  heart  is  in  the 
welfare  of  the  club.  He  has  the  happy  virtue  of 
being  able  to  look  at  matters  that  may  crop  up 
before  him  in  a  broad  manner ;  and  being  a 
genial  gentleman,  although  at  times  necessarily  a 
firm  presiding  officer,  his  decision  is  accepted  as 
final  in  auy  controversial  matter.  Respected  by 
all  who  know  him  and  having  a  considerable 
amount  of  local  influence,  he  is  indeed  a  model 
president  and  a  valuable  member  of  the  society. 
It  will  be  difficult  to  fill  his  place  so  worthily 
should  circumstances  necessitate  such  an  effort. 
I  may  be  allowed  to  join  in  the  sincere  wish  of 
the  general  body  of  the  Wellingtonians  that  he 
may  be  long  spared  to  preside  over  them,  He  has 
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brought  to  bear  enquiring,  searching,  and  dis¬ 
cerning  wit,  and  unlimited  patience,  in  his  pursuit 
of  angling  ;  he  has  not  been  without  the  necessary 
love  and  propensity  to  the  art  itself  ;  and  his 
genial  spirit  infuses  itself  into  all  with  whom  he 
may  come  in  contact.  Long  may  he  wield  the 
rod  and  line. 

Mr.  Harry  Spray,  “  the  hardest  worked  hon. 
secretary  in  England,”  is  another  valuable  mem¬ 
ber.  I  have  mentioned  the  work  he  has  done 
in  connection  with  the  pollution  of  the  Trent ;  it  is 
a  fair  example  of  the  energy  he  shows  in  any 
and  every  task  he  takes  upon  his  hands.  With 
him  what  is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing 
well  ;  he  really  revels  in  reports,  letter  writing 
is  a  luxury,  and  he  generally  seems  to  exist  in 
a  sea  of  circulars. 

H.  Coxon — as  the  correspondent  to  the  Field, 
Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water,  Sportsman, 
Sporting  Life,  &c.,  &c.,  for  so  many  years— is 
known  to  us  all.  He  is  one  of  the  best  fishermen 
in  the  Midlands,  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Wellington  Club.  The  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  has  asked  him  to  write  a  few  Nottingham 
Notes  week  by  week,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
read  with  interest  by  hundreds  of  Notts  anglers. 

I  am  eagerly  looking  forward  to  some  fishing 
excursions  in  the  company  of  the  Wellingtonians, 
f  jr  then  I  hope  to  still  more  firmly  weld  the  links 
of  friendship  formed  upon  the  occasion  of  my  visit 
to  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society. 


THE  BOOK  OF  AQUARIA.' 


In  the  first  part,  treating  of  fresh-water  aquaria, 
by  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.,  the  opening 
chapters  give  in  full  detail  directions  as  to  the 
method  of  constructing  the  aquarium,  and  whether 
in  respect  to  the  simple  tools  recommended  for  the 
amateur  who  proposes  making  it  himself,  to  the 
composition  of  the  cements  to  be  used  for  render¬ 
ing  or  keeping  the  work  watertight,  or  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  shape  or  form  to  select  when  purchasing, 
the  author  seems  equally  at  home.  His  collect¬ 
ing  equipment  is,  on  the  whole,  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose,  although  some  exception  may  be 
taken  to  the  material  suggested  for  the  collecting 
net.  The  mosquito  net  is  no  lighter  than,  and 
certainly  not  as  strong  as,  the  silk  used  for  dress¬ 
ing  flour,  which  can  be  procured  of  various  degrees 
of  coarseness,  while  for  dredging  or  other  rough 
work  no  fabric  is  equal  to  cheese  cloth.  On  the 
management  of  the  aquarium  and  the  different 
genera  and  species  of  plants,  amphibians,  fishes, 
molluscs,  water  beetles,  larvse  of  water  flies,  water 
spiders,  water  worms  and  fresh-water  crustaceans 
there  are  many  pages  of  well-considered  and  in¬ 
structive  matter. 

The  portion  of  the  work  which  will  most  interest 
our  readers  is  that  treating  of  the  habits  and 
habitat,  the  life-history  and  general  conditions 
requisite  for  the  successful  keeping  in  an  aquarium 
of  the  fauna  and  flora  usually  found  in  ponds  and 
streams.  We  propose  criticising  somewhat  in 
detail  this  part  of  the  book.  The  list  of  fish  is 
somewhat  lengthy,  but  in  many  instances,  such  as 
the  roach,  chub,  trout,  pike,  &c.,  a  needful  caution 
is  conveyed  that  only  small  immature  specimens 
are  suitable.  The  popular  idea  of  the  tench  as  a 
“physician  fish”  is  referred  to  in  humorous  but 
incredulous  terms,  and  an  amusing  anecdote  is 
given  of  a  hungry  pike  taking  “  not  his  medicine, 
but  his  doctor.”  Some  readers  may  sneer  at  the 
statement  that  the  common  trout  will  live  in  an 
aquarium.  We  can,  however,  vouch  for  the 
correctness  of  thi3  assertion,  as  a  friend  has,  to  our 
own  knowledge,  reared  and  kept  in  health  one  of 
these  fish  for  more  than  two  years.  The  author 
has,  in  all  cases  where  practicable,  given  the  ordi¬ 
nary  as  well  as  the  scientific  names  of  all  weeds, 
beetles,  insects,  &c.  Scientists  are  so  prone  in  the 
present  age  to  consider  the  reader  who  is  not  an 
fait  in  all  the  long  Latin  generic  and  specific 
names  a  quantite  negligeable,  that  some  degree  of 
praise  is  due  to  a  writer  who,  with  commendable 
accuracy,  prints  side  by  side  the  English  as  well 
as  the  Latin  name. 
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There  is  much  to  interest  the  angler  naturalist 
in  the  chapter  on  water  beetles.  Here  he  will  not 
fail  to  recognise  many  of  the  curious  creatures  he 
has  seen  wlien  wandering  by  the  river  side.  The 
large  water  beetle,  which  he  has  occasionally 
found  in  its  larval  form  clinging  to  and  in  time 
devouring  a  fish  as  large  as,  or  even  sometimes 
larger  than,  himself.  The  “  whirligigs  ”  he  has 
so  often  failed  to  secure  in  his  net  owing  to  their 
rapid  dive  on  its  approach.  The  various  *'  water 
measurers  ”  and  “  water  scorpions  ”  glittering  in 
the  sunshine  as  they  progress  with  long  and  sudden 
strides  on  the  surface  of  the  stream.  The  “  water 
boatman,”  which  floats  on  its  back  a  few  inches 
below  the  surface ;  and  the  “  corixte,”  which  are 
often  taken  when  dredging  in  the  more  sluggish 
portions  of  the  river,  and  are  not  altogether  de¬ 
spised  as  an  article  of  food  by  Salmo  fario. 

The  chapter  on  water  plants  is  admirable,  the 
snails  and  the  limpets  are  well  described,  and  the 
illustrations  are  quite  good  enough  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  identification  by  the  collector.  The 
necessity  of  so  proportioning  the  number  of  fish, 
snails,  and  plants  that  each  should  fulfil  its  own 
particular  functions  is  well  stated  in  the  following 
words:  “ No  aquarium  is  likely  to  do  well  unless 
the  representatives  of  the  vegetable  and  animal 
world  which  it  contains  are  properly  balanced, 
that  is  to  say  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  oxygen - 
yielding  weed.  This  balance  may  be  known  by 
the  growth  of  the  plants,  by  the  health  of  the 
animals,  and  the  brightness  of  the  water.”  The 
fly-fisher  should  read  the  section  devoted  to  the 
“  Larvse  of  Water  Flies.”  The  life  history  of  the 
caddis  is  well  told,  and  the  plates  are  presumably 
correct,  although  the  Pryganea  gravdis  illustrated 
on  page  243  is  a  very  small  specimen,  so  small 
indeed  that  a  dim  suspicion  lurks  in  our  mind 
of  the  author  having  mistaken  P.  striata  for  it. 
Why  should  writers  call  the  larvse  of  1  riclioptera 
caddis-worms  ?  The  word  “  worms  ”  is  superfluous 
and  incorrect.  Why,  too,  should  the  ephemeridse 
be  called  “  Day-flies,  or  rather  May-flies.”  Every 
angler  in  using  the  expression  May-fly  refers 
to  one  of  the  three  common  species  of  the  genus 
Ephemera — viz.,  E.  vulgata ,  E.  danica,  or  E.  lineata. 
The  word  “  day-fly”  is  a  translation  of  Ephemera 
(e7n  and  literally  “  for  a  day,  ’  Irons  the 

supposed  shortness  of  life  of  the  imago.  Hence 
when  applied  to  the  entire  family  of  ephemeridse 
either  name  is  a  misnomer.  Although  the  de¬ 
scription  of  this  family  and  of  the  perlidse  is  well 
written,  and  shows  signs  of  study  and  close  ex¬ 
amination,  much  of  the  utility  of  this  work  is 
impaired  by  the  nomenclature  adopted  being  that 
of  the  time  when  Pictet  wrote,  or  about  fity  years 
ago.  Since  then  genera,  &c.,  have  been  re-arranged 
and  re-named,  and  it  would  be  well  in  any  future 
edition  of  the  book  to  consult  modern  authorities, 
such  as  Eaton,  and  substitute  the  names  now  in 
use  for  the  comparatively  obsolete  ones  printed  in 
the  book.  Thus  the  “larves  plattes  ”  of  Pictet 
are  not  what  are  now  classified  as  Baetis,  but 
thelarvse  of  Heptagenia ,  Ecdyurus,  &e.  The  March 
Brown  of  the  angler  is  Ecdyurus  venosus  ;  the 
Willow- fly,  Leuctra  geniculata ;  and  the  Stone- 
fly,  Perla  cephalotes.  These  remarks  are  not 
made  for  the  purpose  of  hypercriticism,  but  to  im¬ 
press  upon  modern  writers  the  necessity  of  con¬ 
sulting  the  latest  scientific  works  ou  any  subject, 
and  beyond  all  to  point  out  the  dire  confusion 
wrought  in  the  mind  of  a  student  who  finds  one 
and  the  same  insect  called  by  a  variety  of  names 
in  contemporary  works.  To  sum  it  up,  the  book 
is  good,  both  in  style  and  matter,  bears  signs  of 
close  and  continuous  observation,  and  is  full  of 
useful  hints,  well  conveyed  by  one  possessing 
practical  knowledge  of  the  subject. 


*“  The  Book  of  Aquaria :  being  a  practical  guide  to  the 
construction,  arrangement  and  management  of  fresh  water 
and  marine  aquaria,  containing  full  information  as  to  the 
plants,  weeds,  fish,  molluscs,  insects,  &c.,  how  and  where 
to  obtain  them,  and  how  to  keep  them  in  health.  By  the 
Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.,  and  Reginald  A.  R, 
Bennett,  B.A.  Part  I.— Fresh- water  Aquaria.  Part  II.— 
Marine  Aquaria.  London :  L.  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Strand, 
W.C, 


The  “  Connemara  Fishing  Club,”  Limited.— W  e  arc 
glad  to  state  that  all  goes  merrfiy  with  this  ^ung  club  : 
ample  funds  have  been  already  offered.  1  he  legal  UiV.'l' 
ties  are  being  seen  to  by  a  member  of  the  t  yfisheia  Club 
and  will  be  completed  within  the  next  icw  days,  when  the 
prospectus,  with  full  particulars,  will  be  issued,  and  allot¬ 
ment  will  take  place  about  ten  days  later.  1  here  will  be 
no  charges  for  promotion  beyond  the  actual  expenses  out 
of  nocket  The  board  will  include  some  well-known  and 
widely Respected  names.  The  capital  will  be  £5,000  in  CIO 
shares  on  which  only  £2  per  share  will  at  first  be  called  up. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  club  will  consist  of  a  large  number  of 
holders  of  a  few  shares  each,  rather  than  of  a  few  large 
shareholders,  and  the  board  will  keep  this  in  view  in  allot¬ 
ting  the  shares.  Shareholders  will,  of  course,  have  the  first 
claim  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  property  and  advantages  ol 
the  club,  the  fishing  waters,  boats,  boatmen,  reliable  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  condition  of  the  different  waters  and 
advice  where  to  go,  use  of  club  lodges,  See.  1  ho  matter  of 
hotel  accommodation  will  be  dealt  with  82P.^U?lj’  b.yh* 
limited  company  for  that  purpose,  to  be  affiliated  to  the 
fishing  club. 
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[February  14,  1891. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  H.  (Acton) :  Your  query  is  not  clear.  Why 
should  the  fish  be  disqualified  ? 

Patent  Pipe  :  Yes,  you  must  pay  a  duty  of 
seventy  per  cent,  on  any  pipes  you  send  to  the 
United  States. 


Camsptitettcs 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment — T.  E.  Pritt. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  aware  that  it  is  exceedingly 
rare  for  a  keen  angler  to  “  give  away  ”  a  good 
thing  in  the  way  of  free  fishing  of  any  sort,  and 
it  is  still  more  rare  in  the  case  of  trout  or  salmon, 
no  matter  how  remote  may  be  the  locality.  But 
in  this  respect  I  am  “  not  as  other  men  are  ” — with 
regard  to  Irish  angling— and  for  the  reason  that 
there  is  room  enough  for  all,  and  to  spare.  When, 
however,  I  committed  myself  to  the  rash  promise 
of  telling  all  I  knew  about  the  river  Main,  which 
empties  into  Lough  Neagh,  I  did  not  bargain  for 
the  receipt  of  a  dozen  letters,  the  writers  of  which, 
between  them,  ask  for  answers  in  detail  to,  at 
least,  a  hundred  specific  questions.  There  is  a 
limit  to  human  endurance,  and  the  demands  upon 
my  time  and  pen  forbid  the  attempt  to  reply  in 
ex'e  iso  to  each  correspondent.  Let  me,  therefore, 
with  your  kind  permission,  give  a  brief  summary 
of  the  facts.  Best  route  is  from  London,  via  Liver¬ 
pool,  to  Belfast,  and  thence  by  Northern  Counties 
Railway  to  Cullybackey,  fifty-eight  miles.  Write 
to  this  company,  at  Belfast,  for  a  copy  of  their 
“  time  and  fare  tables.”  Why  I  select  Cullybackey 
as  the  best  centre  is  that  the  angler  thus  gets  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  the  dwellers  in  big  towns,  and 
not  only  gets  more  uninterrupted  sport,  but  enjoys 
that  “  rural  felicity  ”  which  is,  or  should  be,  one  of 
the  greatest  charms  to  those  who  ply  our  craft. 
Cullybackey  is  a  quaint  little  place,  delightfully 
situated,  and  the  river  is  at  your  door— no  smail 
advantage  to  those  who  have  passed  the  heroic 
stage.  The  up-stream,  dry-fly  man  can  turn  his 
face  northwards,  and  fish  up  until  he  tires,  and 
then  get  into  a  train  home — as  the  line  runs  parralel 
with  the  river  ;  or  he  can  fish  down  stream,  and 
come  back  by  train.  I  prefer  the  upper  water, 
for  the  reason  that  the  lower  reaches  are  more 
frequently  fished  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  one¬ 
time  important,  but  now  decayed,  town  of  Bally¬ 
mena.  Both  sides  of  the  river  are  absolutely  free 
to  all  comers,  and  there  are  plenty  of  good  trout. 
Of  course,  I  must  not  be  understood  to  mean  that 
the  Main  will  yield  a  big  score  of  such  leviathans  as 
are  to  be  found  in  the  adjacent  waters  of  Lough 
Neagh  and  the  river  B?nn.  But  to  those  modest 
anglers  who  are  content  with  fish  from  half  a 
pound  to  a  pound  weight,  with  a  goodly  sprinkl¬ 
ing  of  quarter. pounders  to  fill  up  the  gap,  the 
river  Main  will  give  them  full  creels.  Persons 
who  are  not  content  with  the  plain,  wholesome 
fare  which  a  country  village  affords  are  hereby 
warned  not  to  go  to  Cullybackey;  but  to  those 
sensible  folk,  who  are  content  with  such  things  as 
a  farm  yard  can  supply,  and  a  clean  bed  on 
which  to  rest  their  tired  limbs,  I  say  try  it.  The 
river  affords  scope  for  both  wet  or  dry  fly, 
because  along  its  banks  at  intervals  of  a  few 
miles  are  linen  weaving  mills,  and  the  head 
waters  of  these  mills  are  slow  running,  and  hold 
good  fish  ;  whilst  the  “  tails  ”  are  the  delight  of 
the  “chuck  and  chance  it”  school  of  anglers. 
Which  of  these  schools  I  belong  to  you  know, 
Mr.  Editor,  and  you  also  know  that  there  are 
lengths  of  very  rapid  water  in  all  fast  rivers, 
where  even  a  “professor”  of  our  faith  would 
have  to  take  second  place  in  the  presence  of  an 
expert  in  the  down-stream  syle  of  fly  fishing. 
Such  is  the  case  on  the  Main,  but  it  is  a  delight¬ 
fully  varied  river,  running  through  a  picturesque 
valley,  amidst  pleasant  surroundings,  and  it  only 
wants  to  be  better  known  in  order  to  be  more 
extensively  cultivated  by  English  anglers.  With 
regard  to  [flies,  the  Olive  Dun  and  the  Land-rail 
Sedge,  Wickham’s  Fancy,  Black  Gnat  and  Tail  to- 
tail  will  kill  well,  when  fished  dry  ;  but  for  wet 
work,  let  til©  visitor  place  himself  unreservedly 


in  the  hands  of  the  champion  fly-tyer  of  Ireland, 
Mr.  Dan  O’Fee,  who  lives  close  to  Cullybackey, 
at  a  village  called  Rasharkin,  County  Antrim.  Dan 
has  fished  the  Main  from  childhood,  and  he  can 
give  you  more  reliable  information  about  North  of 
Ireland  fishing  than  any  other  man.  The  mail 
car  from  Cullybackey  to  Kilrea,  on  Bann,  runs 
past  Mr.  O’Fee’s  place,  and  if  any  English  angler 
can  succeed  in  digging  him  out,  and  getting  him 
on  the  war-path,  that  angler  will  not  regret  the 
pilgrimage  to  Rasharkin. 

So  much  for  the  river  Main. 

If  there  be  anglers  who  prefer  boat  fishing 
to  bank  fishing,  and  who  would  rather  kill 
a  few  big  fish,  and  take  their  chance  of  getting  a 
“  whacker,”  then  to  such  I  say  go  to  the  adjacent 
river  Bann.  The  destination  is  the  same,  except 
that  you  must  travel  on  by  car  from  Cullybackey 
to  Kilrea,  ten  miles  ;  fare  five  shillings,  or  mail  car 
two  shillings  and  sixpence.  A  good  dry-fly  man, 
about  the  end  of  April,  or  the  early  part  of  May, 
could  make  a  score  on  the  Bann,  in  the  club 
water  at  Kilrea,  which  would  put  to  the  blush  the 
records  of  the  Itchen  and  the  Test ;  but  it  i3  not  a 
“  duffer’s  ”  water,  nor  is  it  of  any  use  to  go  except 
at  the  night  time,  when  the  fish  are  well  on.  This 
information  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Dan  O’Fee  ; 
and  as  to  quarters,  the  anglers  who  find  them¬ 
selves  in  my  old  farm-house  quarters,  at  John 
Blair’s,  the  Bridge,  Kilrea,  will  hud  themselves  in 
clover  ;  and  the  charges  are  exceedingly  moderate. 

About  Lough  Neagh  I  have  said  nothing  as  yet, 
for  the  reason  that  I  am  not  a  lough  fisherman 
myself,  and  I  feel  some  diffidence  about  advising 
those  “  anglers  ”  whose  ideal  rises  no  higher  than 
the  trailing  of  a  minnow  or  a  spoon.  The  Lough, 
however,  is  within  easy  reach  from  both  the  Main 
and  the  Bann,  and  there  are  fairly  good  quarters 
both  at  Toom  Bridge  and  Ronaldstown  ;  and  the 
troller  may  have  the  good  luck  to  get  hold  of  a 
twenty-pounder — the  big  trout  of  Lough  Neagh 
cannot  be  equalled  either  in  quantity  or  quality 
within  the  United  Kingdom. 

As  to  the  precise  cost  of  a  trip  to  catch  spring 
trout  on  the  Main, Bann,  and  Lough  Neagb,  the 
£  s.  d.  element  is  so  much  dependent  upon 
“  personal  ”  expenditure,  that  I  hesitate  to  touch 
the  subject,  except  in  a  general  way,  by  saying  that 
no  cheaper  or  better  fishing  holiday  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  within  the  United  Kingdom. 

As  there  are  a  lot  of  “  lines  left  out  ”  of  this 
hurriedly  written  letter,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  upon  hearing  from  anyone 
anxious  to  explore  this  portion  of  Ireland’s  vast 
angling  resources. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedxey. 

Bromley,  Kent. _ 

WHERE  DID  THEY  COME  FROM  ? 

Sir, —  Passing  through  the  Jewish  Market  in 
Whitechapel  recently,  I  saw  a  man  retailing  perch. 
He  had  three  boxes  of  them  ;  each  box  probably 
would  hold  half  a  bushel.  The  fish  were  all  under 
size,  about  6in  long  ;  they  all  seemed  cast  in  one 
mould.  This,  I  think,  points  to  the  necessity  of 
extending  the  sale  clauses  of  the  Mundella  Act, 
so  that  it  should  be  illegal  at  any  time  to  sell 
undersized  fish.  I  should  think  that  perch  that 
size  would  be  dear  at  any  price  ;  there  is  little  or 
no  flesh.  I  regret  I  did  not  enquire  what  they 
were  per  lb. — Yours  truly,  A.  J.  Marriott. 


SKIRLING. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  your  in¬ 
teresting  paper,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me  through  its 
columns  during  what  months  of  the  year  samlet  or 
parr  are  to  be  taken  in  the  Severn.  My  reason  for 
asking  this  is  that  during  the  months  of  October 
and  November,  when  fishing  for  grayling  in  that 
river,  I  have  caught  and  seen  caught  with  the  fly 
immense  quantities  of  small  fish,  which  to  me 
appear  identical  with  the  samlet,  averaging 
about  2oz  in  weight ;  and  as  these  small  fish 
have  all  the  characteristic  marks  of  the 
samlet,  as  described  in  the  “  Angler  Naturalist  ” 
of  Cholmondeley-Pennell,  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  returning  same  to  the  water ; 
there  is  however  a  wide-spread  opinion  among 
the  sportsmen  who  fish  this  water  that  the 
samlet  are  not  to  be  caught  at  this  season,  and 
that  these  are  a  distinct  species  locally  known  as 
skirling,  which  do  not  grow  larger  than  2oz.  or  so, 
and  are  frequently  to  be  met  with  full  of  spawn. 
Personally  I  have  contested  the  point,  believing 


them  to  be  samlet,  which  have  remained  in  the 
river  either  two  or  three  years,  which  Pennell 
states  some  of  them  do,  before  putting  on  their 
srnolt  dress  and  going  down  to  the  sea;  and  as 
regards  their  beiug  in  spawn,  I  have  contended 
that  the  roe  may  be  present  in  the  fish  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  before  it  is  in  a  mature  state,  and 
such  must  have  been  so  in  the  cases  alluded  to.  I 
am  anxious,  however,  to  have  the  opinion  of  some 
authority  on  the  matter,  and  hope  you  will  favour 
me. — Yours  truly,  Harry  Perrin. 

Stourport. 

[We  think  we  are  not  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  have  success¬ 
fully  prosecuted  those  found  with  these  skirling  in 
their  possession.  There  is  no  doubt  they  are 
samlets,  large  quantities  of  which  are  now  going 
down  that  river  to  the  sea.  If  “  skirling  "  have 
been  found  with  roe  in  them,  then  they  were  trout 
in  all  probability.  Cock  samlets  are  found  with 
milt,  but  a  hen  samlet  with  eggs  is  a  thing  we 
should  like  to  see.  A  correspondent  at  Worcester 
sent  us  what  he  thought  was  one  some  years  ago, 
but  it  was  a  trout. — Ed.] 


ANGLING  BOOKS  AND  ANGLING 
SOCIETIES. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
letter  appearing  in  the  F.  G.  of  Jan.  17.  For  the 
information  of  the  writer  of  the  letter,  I  give  a 
copy  of  Rule  17  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
which  relates  to  the  lending  of  books  to  mem¬ 
bers  : — 

“That  all  books  belonging  to  the  society  (save  such 
books  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  librarian  are  books  of  refer¬ 
ence)  shall  be  on  disposal  or  loan  to  any  member  of  the 
society,  subject  to  the  following  conditions 

“That  the  member  is  not  in  arrears  with  his  current 
year’s  subscription. 

“  That  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  more  than  two 
books  from  the  library  at  a  time. 

“That  no  book  shall  be  out  on  loan  for  a  longer  period 
than  one  month. 

“That  such  book  shall  be  returned  in  a  similar  condition 
as  when  borrowed. 

“  That  the  member  shall  sign  the  librarian’s  receipt  book, 
and  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
society’s  property.” 

— Yours  very  truly, 

Tiie  Librarian  of  tiie  Gresham  A.  S. 


FISHING  ROD  THROUGH  THE  POST. 

Sir, — I  thiuk  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  anglers 
if  the  G.P.O.  authorities  were  to  allow  fishing 
rods  any  length  to  be  sent  through  the  post.  The 
rule  stands  at  present  nothing  to  exceed  3ft.  6in. 
can  be  carried  by  them,  while  a  salmon  rod  would 
be  from  5ft.  to  7ft.,  and  does  cost  double  to  send  it 
as  we  now  have  to  do.  I  not  long  ago,  and  not 
the  first  time,  had  a  rod  sent  up  from  the  Midlands 
to  London,  which  cost  me  Is.  Id.  carriage,  where 
if  it  could  have  been  sent  by  parcels  post  would 
have  cost  4 id  ,  being  under  21b. — Yours,  &c  , 

Urgin  Dickie. 

[It  would  certainly  be  a  great  boon  to  anglers, 
but  we  are  not  sure  the  postmen  would  so  view 
it. — Ed.]  _ 

THE  CROSS-LINE  CURSE  OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  been  somewhat  interested  in 
reading  of  late  in  the  F.  G.  letters  on  the  preva¬ 
lent  habit  in  Ireland  of  cross-lining.  Cross-lines 
and  the  “otter  ’  ’  are  the  ruin  of  lake  and  river  fishing 
in  Ireland,  and  no  water  suffers  more  than  Lough 
Derg.  For  years  past  I  have  spent  a  part  of  the 
Green  Drake  season  at  Mount  Shannon,  and  have 
been  disgusted  morning  after  morning  to  see  each 
party  starting  duly  provided  with  its  “  otter,”  in 
addition  to  its  legitimate  tackle.  In  the  evening 
my  fish  taken  on  the  single  fly  made  a  poor  show 
beside  the  baskets  of  201b.  and  upwards,  taken  for 
the  most  part  on  the  “  otter.”  The  gentry  resi¬ 
dent  on  the  lough  are  poachers  to  a  man,  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  view  of  the  matter.  On  the  river 
Nore  on  a  summer’s  evening  you  may  see  a  dozen 
“sportsmen  ”  with  guns  perched  on  overhanging 
trees,  intent  on  “  gunning  trouts,”  as  Uncle  Sam 
calls  it.  In  short,  angling  in  Ireland  is  being 
ruined  by  poaching  of  all  kinds,  and  after  an  ex¬ 
perience  extending  over  twelve  years,  I  am  doubt¬ 
ing  whether  it  pays  to  go  so  far,  when  each  year 
my  diary  shows  a  smaller  result  at  a  yearly 
increase  of  cost.  A  few  years  ago  the  Nore  below 
Kilkenny  was  a  fairly  good  river  ;  now  there  are 
ten  pairs  of  netting  boats,  where  of  old  there  was 
one,  and  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  ruined  ; 
and  it  is  the  same  every  where  else. — I  am,  &c., 

Acme, 


February  14,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


89 


THE  SURREY  CANAL  DOCK. 
gIR) — Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me 
bow  I  can  become  a  subscriber  to  tbe  fishing  in 
tbe  Surrey  Canal  Dock,  and  where  to  apply  ?  By 
so  doing  you  will  greatly  oblige — Yours  truly, 

A.  Bywater. 

Railway  Tavern,  Tidal  Basin  Station, 

London,  E. 

[We  do  not  tbink  there  is  any  fishing  in  any  of 
tbe  docks  now,  except  for  dead  cats  and  dogs. — 
Ed.]  _ 

A  CLOSE  TIME  FOR  TROUT  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— I  notice  that  “  Heatberbell  ”  says 
that  “  all  true  sportsmen  in  the  South  of  Scotland 
are  longing  for  a  close  time  for  trout.”  Why 
cannot  they  exert  themselves,  and  send  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  tbe  Secretary  for  Scotland,  as  we  have 
done  in  tbe  West  ?  Let  those  in  tbe  East  and 
North  likewise  bestir  themselves,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  an  Act  will  be  got.  A  small  batch  of 
anglers  in  the  West  does  not  constitute  Scotland  ; 
but  when  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  true  anglers.it 
ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  energy  of  the  West. 
Bolh  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  his  private 
secretary  are  anglers,  and  they  are  quite  at  one 
with  us.  If  they  only  get  from  all  quarters 
a  general  desire  to  have  a  close  time  it  would  soon 
be  passed. 

For  river  trout,  the  close  time  should  be  from 
1st  October  to  end  of  February.  For  lochs,  some 
of  which  come  on  very  early,  the  fishing  might  be 
opened  a  month  sooner  without  auy  disadvantage. 
— Y'ours  truly, _ H.  W.  A. 

PULLEY  TIPS,  STEEL-CENTRED  RODS, 
TAPERING  FERRULES,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir, — In  your  footnote  to  the  letter  of 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  3, 
you  say  that  “  for  many  years  previously  (to  ’83) 
Mr.  Jones,  the  well-known  sea  fishirig  tackle 
maker  and  sea  angler  of  Scarborough,  sold  a  pulley 
rod- top  arrangement,”  &c.  Of  this  I  am  well 
aware,  this  “pulley”  arrangement  having  been 
shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Jones  himself  when  I  had 
already  handed  over  my  designs  to  Messrs. 
Allcock.  Perhaps  he  will  remember  the  fact  that 
I  told  him  at  the  time  of  my  having  invented  a 
better  contrivance — according  to  my  opinion — 
and  that  I  expected  it  would  be  on  sale  shortly. 

What  I  claim  is  this  :  that  I  was  the  first  who 
brought  out  a  double  -pulley  tip  for  rods.  As  to 
the  practical  difference  between  this  and  a  single- 
pulley  one,  it  must  be  patent  to  anyone  who  has 
used  both.  First  of  all,  my  double-pulley  tip 
allows  of  the  rod  being  used  riogs  up  or  down  ad 
libitum  ;  Mr.  Jones’  single-pulley  does  not.  Then, 
with  my  arrangement,  when  a  cast  is  made,  the 
line  in  part  of  its  course  runs  on  that  pulley 
which  happens  to  be  uppermost  (I  suppose  this 
does  not  require  any  explanation)  ;  in  the  single¬ 
pulley  arrangement  it  rubs  during  this  part  of  its 
course  against  the  brass  guard  of  the  tip. 

Anyhow,  whichever  of  the  two  arrangements  be 
recognised  as  the  better  one,  the  fact  is  (1)  that 
“  M.  M.,”  in  your  issue  of  November  8,  ’90,  dis¬ 
tinctly  mentions  a  “  top  fitting,  in  which  are  fixed 
a  couple  of  small  pulleys”;  and  (2)  that  a  double - 
‘pulley  fitting  for  rod  tops  was  invented  by  me  in 
winter  of  ’82-’83,  and  made  from  my  designs  by 
Messrs.  Allcock  &  Co.  in  June,  ’83.  Thus,  as  long 
as  it  is  not  proven  that  double  -pulley  tips  were 
made  previous  to  this  time,  I  suppose  my  claim 
must,  in  all  fairness,  be  considered  a  just  one. 

My  apologies  are  due  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 
for  having  got  mixed  up  as  to  steel- centre  split 
cane  rods.  As  I  wrote  from  memory,  it  is  no 
wonder  I  made  a  mistake.  As  to  tapering 
ferrules  and  dowels,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  exist  in  any  class  of  rods. 
Being  a  bit  of  a  mechanic  and  exceedingly  fond 
of  rod  making,  I  can  say  from  my  personal  ex¬ 
perience  that  it  is  just  as  easy  to  get  a  “  cylin¬ 
drical  fit,’’  if  I  may  use  the  term,  as  a  taper¬ 
ing  one.  And  as  to  dowels,  I  maintain  that 
they  are  a  nuisance,  and  the  sooner  they  are  done 
away  with  the  better.  I  again  state  that  I  have 
to  see  yet  the  English  made  rod,  whatever  its 
quality  and  whoever  its  maker,  which  would  not 
shrink  in  our  dry  clime.  If  it  is  a  single  brazed 
rod,  the  dowel  gets  useless,  as  it  does  not  fit  the 
recess  bored  for  it ;  if  it  is  a  double  brazed  one, 
the  wood  of  the  dowel  shrinks  and  the  brazing  on 
it  gets  shaky.  Either  way,  it  is  a  bore, 


I  do  not  think  that  anyone  will  doubt  the 
mechanical  ability  of  your  American  cousins,  yet 
several  of  their  best  rod  makers  make  tbeir  first- 
class  rods  with  “flush”  joints  without  dowels  and 
without  any  “  catches,”  “  locking-devices,”  &c., 
thus  showing  that  a  cylindrical  fit  is  in  itself  firm 
and  secure  enough.  But,  of  course,  it  must  be  a 
bona  fide  cylindrical  one. 

The  question  about  pulley  tips  reminds  me  of 
another  implement  (no  invention  of  mine )  which  I 
brought  over  to  England  in  ’83,  and  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  which  Messrs.  Allcock  took  up  then  and 
there.  It  was  a  can  for  ground-baiting,  the  pattern 
of  which  I  had  got  from  the  “  Handbook  of 
Angling  ”  of  Mr.  Max  von  dem  Borne,  making  two 
slight  alterations  in  it,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
decided  improvements  on  the  original  pattern.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  this  implement  has 
taken  root  in  your  country.  I  find  it  very  useful, 
and  think  that  the  thanks  of  the  angling  fraternity 
are  due  to  Mr.  von  dem  Borne  for  having  described 
it  in  his  book.— Yours  truly, 

Kazan.  Paul  Toherkasov. 


“SIPOSSIS,  RECTE,  SI  NON,  QUOCUMQUE 
MODO  ’’—FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
“  T.,”  I  blush  to  say  that  I  am  the  possessor  of  an 
aged  book  on  fly-making,  which  I  purloined  in  my 
youthful  days  from  the  domestic  library,  to  wit, 
“The  Northern  Angler;  or,  Fly-Fisher’s  Com¬ 
panion,”  by  one  John  Kirkbride,  1840,  which  has 
a  chapter  on  the  curing  of  roe,  and  another  on  the 
use  of  the  same.  As  the  process  is  somewhat 
elaborate,  and  as  a  minute  description  of  it  in 
your  columns  might  not  increase  the  circulation 
of  the  F.  G.,  I  can  only  offer  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
receipt  to  “  T.”  in  a  day  or  two,  if  you  will  kindly 
forward  it  to  his  address. 

In  self-defence  may  I  add  that  once  only  have 
I  had  occasion  to  consult  this  mystic  chapter,  and 
that  was  when  a  friend  and  myself  had  received  an 
invitation  to  clean  all  the  fish  out  of  a  small  Scotch 
reservoir,  which  was  going  to  be  netted  the  follow¬ 
ing  week  prior  to  alterations  ?  But  Nemesis  was 
hard  on  our  track,  for  we  returned  with  a  light 
conscience  and  a  lighter  basket — the  sporting 
native  had  netted  that  water  clean  over  night.  But 
why  do  I  trespass  on  your  valuable  space,  when 
doubtless  “  T.”  could  get  a  useful  wrinkle  or  two 
on  the  subject  from  the  shady  river-side  loafer,  or 
from  those  gentlemen  who  sell  infallible  fishing 
baits  ?— Yours  truly,  H.  C.  B. 

P.S. — To  change  the  subject,  may  I  ask  if  any 
of  your  readers  can  kindly  give  me  a  good  pattern 
of  a  floating  March  Brown?  The  heart  faileth 
after  repeated  failures,  and  the  oracle  on  “  Float¬ 
ing  Flies  ”  is  dumb. 

[A  March  Brown  not  float !  Why  you  can’t 
sink  it — not  in  dry-fly  fishing.— Ed.] 


by  the  head  and  others  by  their  tail,  so  that  you 
could  take  out  a  block  of  ice  with  the  fish  hanging 
to  it  ;  they  are  all  alive  now.  A  few  years  since 
I  took  a  block  of  ice  out  of  the  aquarium  with  a 
gold  fish  and  two  carp  completely  embedded  in  it ; 
they  recovered  on  thawing  the  ico  and  lived  for 
some  years.  I  trust  these  few  lines  will  convince 
James  Strangeways  that  some  fish  will  bear  the 
operation  of  freezing  without  apparent  injury,  and 
that  it  will  also  lessen  your  fears  of  another  sacri¬ 
fice  on  the  altar  of  old  time  faiths  aud  fancies. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J.  W.  Freeman. 

Junior  Piscatorials,  New  Gross. 

[This  is  “  grateful  and  comforting,”  as  Messrs. 
Epps  say. — Ed.]  _ 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  vitality  of  fish  em¬ 
bedded  in  ice,  I  have  heard  of  two  instances — one 
of  golden  fish  retaining  their  vitality  when  thawed, 
and  also  of  a  friend  leaving  some  live-bait  out  of 
doors  ;  the  fish  were  embedded  in  a  solid  block  of 
ice,  the  can  splitting,  and  when  thawed  they  re¬ 
turned  to  life.  There  is  also  mentioned  in  Ovid 
an  instance  of  fish  retaining  their  vitality  when 
firmly  embedded  in  ice. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Gordon. 

42,  Freke  road,  Lavender-hill,  S.W. 


MINNOW  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would 
kindly  inform  me  through  your  columns  where  I 
could  procure  minnows  answering  the  following 
description  : — They  are  a  silvery  colour,  shaped 
like  the  Kill  Devil  minnow,  and  with  similar  fins  ; 
the  belly  hollow,  and  no  split  in  the  back.— Yours 
faithfully, _  T.  M. 

FROZEN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — For  years  I  have  found  a  great 
deal  of  instruction  and  a  source  of  amusement  in 
keeping  fish  and  insects  in  an  aquarium,  which  is 
out  of  doors,  and  can  give  you  a  little  of  my  ex¬ 
perience  of  how  frost  acts  upon  fish.  My  stock 
consists  of  English,  Prussian  and  gold  carp,  roach, 
dace,  tench,  gudgeon  and  minnows.  During  frosty 
weather  they  will  not  feed,  and  all  fish,  except 
carp,  keep  close  to  the  bottom  ;  the  carp  as  a  rule 
get  into  the  weeds  about  four  inches  from  the 
bottom,  and  do  not  move — in  fact  they  appear  life¬ 
less,  as  you  cannot  detect  any  movement  of  the 
gills  during  the  action  of  respiration.  When  ice 
forms  on  the  top  it  apparently  doe3  not  appear  to 
affect  them,  but  when  it  forms  both  at  the  bottom 
aud  sides  it  kills  the  gudgeon  directly,  minnows 
in  about  two  days,  and  then  the  roach  and  dace  ; 
the  dace,  however,  seem  much  stronger  and  will 
bear  greater  variations  of  temperature.  I  lose 
very  few  carp  and  tench  through  cold.  During 
the  last  frost  I  had  about  fifty  carp  in  a  tank,  a 
number  of  which  got  partly  frozen  in  the  ice,  some 


BLACK  BASS. 

Snq — Writing  with  reference  to  the  introduction 
of  the  black  bass  into  some  of  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Cummings,  in  your  issue  of  the  31st 
ult.,  says  :  “  The  small-mouthed  bass,  I  presume, 
will  be  the  kind  introduced.” 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  this  experiment, 
which  has  already  commenced  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  few  mature  large-mouthed  bass  into 
Oulton  Broad,  and  as  your  correspondent,  on  his 
recent  visit  to  Canada,  had,  no  doubt,  the  means 
of  judging  between  the  two  varieties  (which  I 
have  not  had),  I  should  be  glad  if  he  will  give  his 
reasons  for  suggesting  the  introduction  of  the 
small-mouthed  in  preference  to  the  large-mouthed 
variety. 

In  the  “  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,”  p.  139,  Dr. 
Henshall  says : 

“  Both  species  are  remarkably  active,  muscular, 
aud  voracious,  with  large  and  tough  mouths  ;  are 
very  bold  in  biting,  aud  when  hooked  exhibit 
gameness  and  endurance  second  to  no  other  tish. 

“Both  species  generally  inhabit  the  same  waters, 
and  there  is  a  slight  diversity  in  their  habits 
where  they  co-exist  together.  Naturally,  the 
small-mouthed  bass  prefer  streams,  or  the  gravelly 
shoals  and  bottom  springs  of  lakes  and  ponds, 
while  its  large  mouthed  congener  lurks  about  the 
submerged  roots  of  trees  or  sunken  log3  in  rivers, 
and  delights  in  the  beds  of  rushes  and  aquatic 
plants  of  lacustrine  waters  ;  but  they  readily  adapt 
themselves  to  waters  of  various  conditions  when 
transplanted,  easily  accommodating  themselves  to 
their  surroundings,  and  have  a  happy  faculty  of 
making  themselves  at  home  wherever  placed,  so 
that  in  some  localities  their  habits  are  as  anoma¬ 
lous  as  their  colours.” 

Again,  on  p.  188,  the  author  says 

“  In  some  waters  one  species  of  black  bass  may 
prosper  better  than  the  other ;  for  instance,  in 
large  ponds  or  shallow  lakes,  with  a  sluggish  cur¬ 
rent,  muddy  bottom,  and  abounding  in  fresh-water 
alg£e,  the  large-mouthed  bass  will  thrive  better, 
perhaps,  than  the  small-mouthed  species.  But  in 
streams,  and  ponds  with  a  good  supply  of  running 
water,  either  or  both  species  may  be  introduced.” 

I  think  your  correspondent  will  acknowledge 
that  (according  to  this  authority)  the  large¬ 
mouthed  bass  is  undoubtedly  most  suited  to  our 
large,  muddy,  sluggish,  and  rush-bound  broads  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very 
trulyj  Denis  T.  Johnson. 

London-road,  Lowestoft. 

[We  believe  Captain  Parker  Gilmore  (“Ubique” 
of  Land  and  Water,  &c.)  was  the  first  to  call  tho 
attention  of  English  anglers  to  the  splendid  game 
and  food  qualities  of  the  black  bass.  We  are 
giving  an  account  this  week  of  what  he  said 
of  them  in  1839.  By  the  way  black  is  a  misnomer  ; 
the  fish  is  of  an  olive  colour  aud  most  beautifully 
mottled  on  the  sides.  We  caught  some  at  tho 
Marquis  of  Exeter’s  place,  near  Stamford,  some 
years  ago,  and  afterwards  had  some  in  a  sheet  of 
water  at  Croydon,  but  the  pike  killed  them  all.— 
Ed.] 
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A  CORRECTION. 

Sir,— In  your  angling  news,  Messrs.  Sayers  and 
Beall,  of  Newcastle,  are  reported  to  have  killed 
two  salmon  on  the  Del  vine  water.  No  such  persons 
either  fished  or  killed  fish  on  Delvine  water  this 
season  or  the  last  ten  seasons,  which  I  can  amply 
verify. — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Salmo. 


LARGE  PIKE  AND  CRUCIAN  CARP. 

Sir, — In  the  large  room  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  Mona  Hotel,  Henrietta-street,  Covent 
Garden,  is  a  stuffed  specimen  of  a  401b.  pike  ;  this 
was  exhibited  at  the  Anglers,  &c.,  Exhibition,  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  in  1877,  and 
was  awarded  a  medal  and  a  diploma.  There  is 
also  a  cast  of  a  35lb.  pike,  netted  from  a  pond  in 
Windsor  Park.  This  has  been  beautifully  painted 
by  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe  ;  the  cast,  in  plaster,  was 
made  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  who  presented 
the  same  to  the  society.  By  measuring  the  two 
specimens,  the  difference  in  weight  can  be  judged. 
When  I  visited  the  Berlin  Fishery  Exhibition,  in 
1880,  I  took  copious  notes  of  some  remarkable 
exhibits  for  the  use  of  my  late  friend,  Frank 
Buckland,  which  were  never  used,  owing  to  his 
lamented  death  in  December  of  that  year.  There 
was  a  fine  old  oil  painting  of  the  celebrated  pike 
with  a  ring  round  its  neck,  dated  October,  1230. 
Some  facetious  tin-plate  worker  exhibited  a  pike 
made  of  tin-plates,  30ft.  in  length,  and  labelled  it 
as  being  the  exact  length  of  this  historic  pike. 

The  Piscatorial  Society  have  also  a  very  large 
Crucian  carp,  which  weighed  31b.  15oz.  ;  this  old 
fellow  was  netted  from  the  large  lake  at  Luton 
Hoo  some  twenty  years  since,  when  the  water  was 
run  off  and  the  mud  removed.  The  Germans  call 
this  fish  die  Karausche,  the  French,  le  Carassin. 
They  are  a  bony  fish  and  not  nice  to  eat.  We 
have  another  specimen  which  weighed  lib.,  and 
which  is  considered  large  for  this  species.  There 
is  a  pond  close  to  and  belonging  to  Dulwich 
College,  which  is  full  of  Crucian  carp.  The  police 
prevent  anyone  fishing  the  pond  unless  permission 
has  been  obtained  from  the  college  authorities. 
I  fished  it  once  and  caught  some  half-pounders. — 
Yours  truly,  _  T.  R.  Sachs. 

GIANT  PIKE. 

Sir, — I  have  noticed  in  the  correspondence, 
under  above  heading,  which  has  recently  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  on  the  10th  ult.  Mr. 
M.  W.  Thorne  says,  “  As  a  fisherman  of  some 
experience,  I  should  say  that  371b.  is  a  very  start¬ 
ling  weight  for  a  47in  pike.”  Experiences  of  371b. 
pike  must  necessarily  be  very  limited,  but  the  fol¬ 
lowing  instances  may  tend  to  prove  that  the  esti¬ 
mate  to  which  that  gentleman  demurs  is  not  very 
wide  of  the  mark. 

Female  Pike. — Caught  by  Mr.  Richard  Arabin, 
in  the  river  Stour,  in  February,  1859 ; 
weight,  35lb. ;  length,  46in. ;  girth,  25in.— 
Vide  Field,  16th  April,  1859. 

Female  Pike. — Netted  in  Rapley  Lake,  in 
October,  1874  ;  weight,  35lb.  ;  length,  46in. ; 
girth,  24in. — Field,  24th  October,  1874. 

Female  Pike. — Caught  by  Mr.  A,  Jardine,  at 
Leeds  Castle,  in  January,  1877  ;  weight,  361b. ; 
length,  46in. ;  girth,  25in. 

Female  Pike. — Caught  by  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  in  one 
of  the  home  counties,  in  November,  1879; 
weight,  371b.  ;  length,  47in.;  girth,  25in. — 
Vide  Fishing  Gazettes. 

Pike. — Sex  not  stated.  Killed  by  Captain  Ralph 
Payne  Gallwey,  on  Lough  Derg,  in  February, 
1887  ;  weight,  381b.  ;  length,  47 in. ;  ^irth, 
26in. —  Vide  Field,  24th  February  and  10th  of 
March,  1887. 

Male  Pike. — Caught  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Taylor,  in  a 
private  lake  near  Coventry,  in  February, 
1890 ;  weight,  351b. ;  length,  49in. ;  girth, 
23in. —  Vide  Land  and  Water,  8th  March,  1890. 

The  Field,  October  31st,  1874,  states  that  a  pike 
was  to  be  seen  at  the  Mitre,  in  Chancery-lane, 
which  when  taken  from  Hickling  Broad,  in  March, 
weighed  over  371b. ;  length,  48in. ;  girth,  not 
given ;  female  fish,  full  of  spawn. 

Mr.  M.  W.  Thorne  considers  the  oldest  autho¬ 
rities  are  correct  in  placing  the  maximum  weight 
of  the  pike  at  35lb.,  and  you,  Mr.  Editor,  in  reply 
to  “  Blatherwycke,”  in  the  issue  of  24th  ult.,  ex¬ 
press  your  belief  that  pike  of  over  501b.  have  been 
killed 

9  remembered  that  in  the  Fishing 


Gazette,  of  14th  of  November,  1885,  you  published 
a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Bellamy  Gordon, 
vouching  (to  your  expressed  satisfaction)  for  the 
bond  tides  of  the  721b.  Kenmure  pike. 

“  Red  Spinner,”  in  the  Field  of  14th  of  June 
last,  gives  particulars  of  the  capture  of  a  pike 
weighing  651b.  or  more,  from  Loch  Erne,  10th  of 
April,  1880,  and  says:  “  Some  weeks  since,  strolling 
along  the  quay  in  Dublin,  I  noticed  a  stuffed  pike 
in  Mr.  Flint’s  window.  It  was  not  only  marked 
401b.  weight,  but  looked  it.  It  was  the  only  pike  I 
ever  saw  that  did  look  that  weight.” 

From  Ireland  pike  have  been  referred  to  in  the 
Field  and  elsewhere  from  431b.  up  to  90|lb.  The 
particulars  of  the  latter  fish  are  supplied  to  the 
Field ,  January  27,  1877,  page  91,  by  Mr.  William 
Ashton  Hackett,  Cork,  and  are  as  follows : — 
Weight,  90|lb. ;  length,  5ft.  8in.;  captured  in  Loch 
Derg,  May  9,  1862. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley  (Killaloe)  wrote  in  the  Field, 
9th  January,  1886,  page  49  :  “When  I  was  quite 
a  boy  I  remember  having  seen  a  Shannon  pike 
that  weighed  901b  ,  but  it  was  captured  in  a  net. 
I  saw  the  fish  weighed,  so  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  it.” 

In  Land  and  Water,  17th  October,  1885,  Mr. 
Frank  Hearns  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo)  asserts  that 
three  pike,  weighing  451b.,  501b.,  and  521b.  respec¬ 
tively,  were  killed  in  this  district  to  his  own  know¬ 
ledge. — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Giant. 
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Most  of  the  rivers  have  regained  their  usual 
winter  condition,  and  there  seems  every  prospect 
of  some  good  coarse  fishing  before  the  fence 
months  commence.  In  mild  open  weather,  if 
the  rivers  are  at  ordinary  winter  level,  the  fish 
will  often  be  found  to  have  worked  out  into  the 
stream. 


Salmon  has  been  selling  recently  at  Billings¬ 
gate  for  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  the  pound.  It  has 
hardly  ever  been  so  cheap  before  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  Irish  salmon  seem  to  fetch  a  higher  price 
than  those  from  Scotland.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  spring  angling  will  be  as  good  and  successful 
as  the  spring  netting.  _ 

We  are  apt  to  speak  of  ciphers  with  contempt ; 
still  they  are  useful  things  in  their  way,  and  if 
we  could  add  one  at  will  to  the  number  of  trout 
taken  from  a  Hampshire  stream,  they  would  do 
much  to  improve  a  day’s  fishing.  Here  is  a  conun¬ 
drum  for  the  younger  portion  of  the  angling  com¬ 
munity  :  “  Last  week  I  added  nothing  to  the 
numbers  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association, 
but  incorrectly  credited  the  Association  with  pos¬ 
sessing  24,300  more  members  than  it  really  has. 
What  is  the  correct  number  of  members  ?  ” 


A  thousand  yearling  trout  from  Howietoun  have 
been  placed  in  the  Thames  by  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Fishery  Preservation  Society.  They  should 
make  some  slight  difference  to  the  trout  fishing  in 
the  district,  but  not  so  much  probably  as  most 
people  might  suppose.  The  Thames  is  a  large 
river,  and  even  if  all  these  fish,  many  of  which 
are  certain  to  be  eaten  by  pike,  perch,  and  chub, 
came  to  maturity,  they  would  by  that  time  be  so 
spread  over  a  considerable  length  of  river  as  to 
make  no  great  show.  Still,  if  the  Windsor  and 
other  Thames  Associations  continue  the  policy  of 
putting  yearlings  into  the  river  in  great  quantities 
every  year,  an  improvement  in  the  fishing  will 
soon  be  felt.  Placing  fry  in  the  river  has  pro¬ 
duced  such  poor  results  that  the  practice  has  been 
abandoned  ;  but  in  some  instances  fry  have  been 
hatched  or  purchased  and  kept  in  ponds  until 
yearlings,  when  they  have  been  turned  into  the 
river.  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that 
unless  very  excellent  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  rearing  the  fry,  the  best  and  cheapest  plan 
in  the  long  run  for  the  Thames  is  to  purchase 
yearlings,  and  keep  them  in  ponds  for  a  year. 
Those  yearlings  placed  in  the  Thames  by  the 
Windsor  Association  would  have  produced  at 
least  a  hundred  per  cent,  more  mature  trout  if 
they  had  been  kept  in  stews  for  a  year  before  be¬ 
ing  turned  in. 


One  of  the  fishery  conservators  of  the  Killarney 
district,  named  Maurice  Joy,  has  been  fined  £11, 
including  costs,  for  having  had  in  his  possession 
on  January  14,  it  then  being  the  close  season  for 
the  district,  eight  salmon,  and  he  was  also  charged 
with  assaulting  an  inspector  of  fisheries  who 
attempted  to  seize  the  fish  at  Killorglin  railway 
station.  In  January  there  is  no  river  open  in  the 
Killarney  district  except  the  one  at  Waterville, 
and  it  was  shown  that  the  fish  in  question  had  not 
come  from  that  river.  There  were  points  in  the 
case  which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  used  for 
the  defence,  but  Joy  very  properly  instructed  his 
solicitor  to  raise  no  legal  question  whatever,  and 
to  admit  the  technical  offence.  The  defence,  or 
rather  the  excuse  for  the  act,  was  that  some  per¬ 
son  had  come  to  Joy’s  shop  and  represented  that 
the  salmon,  which  he  brought  with  him,  had  come 
from  Waterville.  Joy  had  been  for  some  years  in 
the  habitof  getting  fish  from  Waterville,  and  hear¬ 
ing  that  these  fish  had  been  purchased  as  Water¬ 
ville  fish,  he  had  no  suspicions  concerning  them. 
He  afterwards  discovered  that  they  had  come 
from  some  other  river.  The  legal  gentlemen 
having  been  heard,  the  question  of  costs  arose. 
The  prosecution  had  been  put  to  considerable 
expense,  and  the  Court  had  only  power  to  order 
payment  of  £1  as  costs.  The  difficulty  was  got 
over  by  inflicting  a  fine  of  .£10,  two-thirds  of  th3 
amount  to  go  the  fishery  conservators.  But  for 
the  wish  of  the  Court  to  give  the  Board  their  costs 
the  penalty  would  have  been  admittedly  lighter, 
so  from  a  strictly  legal  point  of  view  the  sentence 
hardly  appears  a  just  one,  but  looking  at  the 
affair  from  a  less  narrow  standpoint  the  penalty 
was  a  light  one,  being  only  half  that  which  might 
have  been  inflicted. 


It  is  impossible  not  to  regard  this  case  as  a  very 
serious  one.  The  excuse  for  buying  the  fish  may 
not  have  been  without  some  foundation,  bub  it 
would  have  appeared  more  worthy  of  credence 
if  Mr.  James  Butler,  the  proprietor  of  the  Water¬ 
ville  fishery,  had  not  stated  that  no  fish  were  sent 
from  Waterville  except  those  he  sent  to  a  Mr. 
Power  early  in  the  season.  But  supposing  Joy 
bought  the  fish,  believing  that  they  had  been 
legally  caught,  his  behaviour  at  the  railway  station 
was  most  improper.  As  a  Conservator  he  should 
have  been  the  last  person  to  interfere  with  the 
fishery  inspector,  who  was  only  doing  his  duty. 
Instead  of  that  there  was  the  edifying  spectacle 
of  an  altercation  between  the  inspector  and  the 
conservator  concerning  a  box  of  poached  salmon, 
ending  by  the  conservator  preventing  the  box 
being  seized  and  sending  it  to  Dublin.  But  thanks 
to  the  telegraph,  the  inspector  was  able  to  send  on 
word  to  Dublin  and  get  the  box  stopped  there.  It 
has  always  seemed  to  me  a  great  misfortune  that 
there  is  such  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  times  at 
which  the  different  rivers  open.  In  Joy’s  case  proof 
was  easy,  because  there  was  only  one  river  open 
in  the  district,  and  that  was  in  the  hands  of  one 
man.  But  if  there  had  been  several  rivers  open, 
and  those  in  the  hands  of  various  persons,  the 
case  would  very  likely  have  broken  down.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  legislate  in  such  a  way 
as  to  render  the  selling  of  salmon  out  of  season 
far  more  difficult  than  it  is  at  present.  When 
the  subject  is  taken  in  hand  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  whole  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts  will  be 
consolidated  and  the  law  simplified  as  much  as 
possible.  Templar. 


The  First  Mention  in  a  Book  of  “  Dry  Fly  ” 
Fishing  — “  Although  small  fish  will  take  a  fly 
under  such  circumstances,  as,  like  kittens,  they 
will  run  at  almost  anything  which  passes  rapidly 
by  them,  yet  it  is  rarely  that  a  steady  old  trout 
can  be  induced  to  do  so.  It  is  even  more  essential, 
when  fishing  with  a  ‘  dry  fly,’  to  leave  it  almost 
entirely  to  its  own  devices,  as  it  will  thus  float 
much  longer  than  it  would  if  interfered  with  and 
its  movements  unnaturally  hastened.  .  .  .” 

[We  think  this  is  the  first  mention  of  dry-fly  fish¬ 
ing  in  a  work  on  angling.  It  is  from  Simeon’s 
“  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History.” 
—Ed.] 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Boots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victcria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  ”  Semi- Waders, 
the  “  Test  ”  Brogues,  the  improved  “  Buckland  ”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  inedal  Salmon  Waders),  to  he  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 
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BLACK  BASS: 

A  Plea  for  their  Introduction  into  British 
Waters. 

On  a  mild  spring  day,  with  a  soft  south-west 
breeze  and  dark  clouds  overhead,  can  anything 
be  more  delightful  than  following  the  tortuous 
course  of  a  trout  brook,  taking  from  pool  or  stream 
the  speckled  beauties,  or  kuee-deep  in  a  rapid, 
boisterous  river,  first  rising,  now  hooking,  and 
porchance  killing  the  glorious  salmon  ?  The 
whirr  of  pheasant  or  partridge  is  pleasant  music  ; 
the  voice  of  hounds  is  not  less  so  ;  but  the  screech 
of  your  reel,  when  first  you  are  fast  to  a  heavy 
game  fish,  is  a  song  that  even  Patti  herself  can¬ 
not  rival.  For  a  fish  to  be  popular  among  fisher¬ 
men  he  must  have  three  requisites — viz.,  game¬ 
ness  when  hooked,  boldness  in  feeding,  and  when 
he  has  yielded  his  life,  be  a  fit  feast  for  an  epicure. 
All  these  requisites  I  claim  for  the  black  bass, 
and,  therefore,  presume  to  lay  his  claims  for 
introduction  before  your  numerous  readers. 
There  is  no  section  of  the  world  so  intersected  by 
rivers  and  lakes  as  the  North  American  continent, 
and  in  nearly  all  these  waters — from  northern 
Canada  to  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  various  waters  that  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico — the  black  bass  is  to  be  found.  It 
matters  not  whether  it  be  river  or  lake  ;  whether 
the  water  be  clear  or  muddy,  stagnant,  or  rapid  ; 
in  all  he  appears  equally  to  flourish.  What 
splendid  homes  could  we  offer  him  here!  All 
our  ornamental  waters,  though  generally  unsuited 
to  trout,  would  be  retreats  eminently  fitted  to  his 
nature  ;  and  the  fisherman — instead  of  capturing 
such  common  pluckless  fish  as  bream,  tench,  carp, 
or  even  perch — would  have  an  antagonist  that 
would  test  all  his  skill,  the  stoutness  and  endur¬ 
ance  of  his  tackle,  with  that  untiring,  unflinching 
resolution  and  headstrong  energy  which  no  other 
fresh-water  fish  of  the  same  size,  I  believe, 
possesses. 

The  black  bass  is  an  extremely  free  feeder,  and 
is  caught  in  all  the  various  ways  used  to  capture 
trout.  He  rises  freely  at  the  fly ;  with  minnow 
or  worm,  crawfish,  spoon  bait,  or  almost  any 
artificial  device,  he  can  be  taken.  On  being 
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hooked,  generally  the  first  effort  he  makes  for 
freedom  is  to  spring  from  the  water.  Look  out, 
Mr.  Angler  ;  dip  your  rod  in  courtesy  to  him,  for 
if  you  neglect  the  requisite  salaam  your  acquaint¬ 
ance  will  probably  terminate.  When  this  device 
has  failed,  with  a  purpose  and  force  alike 
surprising,  he  makes  a  rush  for  parts  unknown, 
and  not  until  every  effort,  every  trick,  is  put  in 
practice  that  is  known  to  the  fish  family,  can  you 
get  the  slightest  chance  to  use  your  landing-net. 
I  have  frequently,  after  a  long  and  fierce  struggle, 
been  about  to  place  the  net  under  him,  but  the 
movement  was  enough  :  though  apparently  ex¬ 
hausted  the  fish  took  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  a 
further  trial  of  patience  was  demanded  before  I 
could  call  the  prize  mine.  In  shape  the  black 
bass  much  resembles  a  well-fed  trout  ;  but  is 
deeper  and  thicker  made,  while  the  tail  is  remark¬ 
able  for  its  breadth.  Their  w«ight  varies  from 
lib.  to  5lb.  ;  yet  on  the  Niagara  river,  near  the 
village  of  Chippawa,  I  captured  a  splendid  fellow 
quite  81b. ;  but  I  was  then  assured  that  I  had 
reason  to  congratulate  myself,  for  fish  of  such  a 
size  were  far  from  common.  The  colour,  as  in  all 
varieties  of  fish,  varies  much.  In  clear  running 
water  they  are  generally  a  very  dark  green  upon 
the  back  (much  such  a  shade  as  the  darker  hues 
in  mackerel),  gradually  getting  lighter,  almost  to 
white,  as  you  approach  the  abdomen  ;  but  in  those 
southern  waters  which  are  strongly  impregnated 
with  alluvial  deposit,  and  consequently  turbid, 
the  back  of  these  bass  is  less  brilliant  in  shade, 
while  the  stomach  is  not  so  clear  a  white.  A  still 
further  advantage  that  may  recommend  them  is 
that  they  are  in  season  when  trout  should  not  be 
killed.  In  spring  they  spawn,  the  exact  time 
varying  in  different  waters,  on  account  of  season 
and  position  as  to  latitude. 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  quantity  of  spawn  the 
female  contains,  they  must  be  immensely  prolific  ; 
for  although  the  individual  ovum  is  small,  the  roe 
is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  fish. 
From  my  own  observation  and  inquiries,  I  believe 
that  the  spawn  is  from  sixteen  to  twenty  days  in 
maturing,  after  being  deposited,  which  would  give 
ample  time  for  its  transportation  across  the 
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Atlantic.  I  am  further  of  opinion  that,  indis¬ 
criminately,  gravel  or  soil  bottom  is  selected  on 
which  to  deposit  the  eggs,  for  many  of  the  rivers 
and  ponds  in  which  I  have  captured  this  bass 
have  flown  through  or  were  situated  in  deep 
bottom  lands,  where  a  stone,  even  as  large  as  a 
pebble,  would  be  difficult  to  find.  One  pond  in 
southern  Illinois  I  particularly  remember  ;  it 
covered  a  space  of  about  thirty  acres,  with  an 
average  depth  of  about  8ft.,  except  in  the  southern 
extremity,  where  about  8ft.  of  water  could  be 
found.  The  bottom  was  entirely  composed  of 
mud ;  yet  this  pond  swarmed  with  black  bass. 
Lake  Champlain,  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake 
Ontario — all  who  have  visited  these  regions  will 
remember — are  remarkably  clear,  with  gravelly 
or  rocky  bottoms,  and  each  is  a  favourite  haunt 
of  this  fish.  I  mention  this  to  prove  the  better 
how  universal  a  favourite  and  extensive  his 
adoption  might  become. 

A  friend — once  a  resident  of  the  Isle  of  Skye, 
and  a  well-known  successful  trout  and  salmon 
fisherman — had  a  beautiful  little  lake,  about  ten 
acres  in  extent,  on  his  estate,  not  many  miles 
from  Toronto,  which  he  had  stocked  with  black 
bass.  Iu  a  few  years  their  numbers  so  much 
increased,  that  in  an  hour  or  two,  trolling  of  an 
evening,  a  dozen  or  more  could  easily  be  taken. 
This  lake  had  neither  outlet  nor  inlet,  but  was 
supplied  with  water  from  springs  in  the  bottom. 

I  fear  it  will  be  almost  deemed  heresy  to  place 
this  fish  on  a  par  with  the  trout ;  at  least,  some 
such  idea  I  had  when  I  first  heard  the  two  com¬ 
pared  ;  but  I  am  bold,  and  will  go  further.  I 
consider  he  is  the  superior  of  the  two,  for  he  is 
equally  good  as  an  article  of  food,  and  much 
stronger  and  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  escape 
when  hooked. — From  “Gun,  Mod,  and  Saddle,”  by 
Ubique,  I860. 

[During  the  last  ten  years  or  more  we  have 
advocated  the  introduction  of  the  black  bass  into 
this  country,  and  have  had  experience  with  the 
fish  in  this  country.  We  should  not  care  to  put 
him  on  a  par  with  the  trout,  but  he  is  a  grand 
fish.  The  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  acclimatise 
them  here. — Ed.] 
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FISHING  WITHIN  REACH  OF  GENEVA. 

Having  casually  alluded  to  Geneva,  I  may 
mention  that  there  are  two  good  fishing  streams 
within  reach  of  it.  One,  the  Versoix,  rising  in  the 
slopes  of  the  Jura,  and  flowing  into  the  lake 
about  seven  miles  above  Geneva,  is  a  charming, 
bright,  lively  stream,  running  through  very  pretty 
scenery,  rather  wooded  in  some  places,  but  in 
others  fairly  open  and  easy  to  fish.  Though  trout 
are  not  very  abundant  in  it,  yet  they  are  some  of 
the  most  beautiful,  as  well  as  the  best  for  the 
table,  that  I  ever  came  across.  They  run  occasion¬ 
ally  up  to  two  or  three  pounds — a  miller  indeed 
caught  one  of  between  six  and  seven  pounds  in  his 
milltail — and  enough  can  generally  be  met  with 
to  make  it  quite  worth  while  to  try  for  them. 
The  scenery,  however,  would  alone  repay  the 
fisherman.  The  other  stream,  the  Eau  de  Lejon, 
or  London  (as  it  is  sometimes  called),  joins  the 
Rhone  about  twelve  miles  below  Geneva.  This, 
also  flowing  from  the  Jura  in  a  clear  stream,  runs, 
for  some  miles  above  the  river,  through  an  open 
country  mostly  clothed  with  juniper,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  it  can  be,  thus  far,  easily  commanded. 
It  abounds  with  trout  and  grayling,  but  the  trout 
do  not  generally  run  so  large  there  as  in  the 
Versoix. 

The  following  lines — a  well-merited  tribute  to 
the  charms  of  the  Versoix — were  sent  me  by  a 
friend,  with  whom  I  had  passed  some  long-to-be- 
remembered  days  by  its  banks. 

Versoix. 

Aye,  many  a  ploasant  day  was  ours, 

Where  the  crystal  Versoix  ran 

To  end  its  brief,  pure,  glittering  course 
In  the  bosom  of  blue  Leman. 

T1  ere  was  joy  in  the  fresh  clear  dawn  of  day. 

There  was  joy  in  the  glowing  noon, 

And  a  deeper  joy  in  our  homeward  way 
By  the  light  of  the  quiet  moon. 

There  was  joy  in  the  path  ’neath  the  old  oak’s  shade, 
Through  the  wood  so  calm  and  cool ; 

There  was  joy  in  the  roar  of  the  far  cascade, 

There  was  joy  in  the  deep  still  pool. 


And  long  may  it  run,  for  a  sweeter  stream 
Never  fisher  nor  painter  saw ; 

And  merrie“r  trout  never  leapt  in  the  beam 
Than  the  trout  in  the  swift  Versoix. 

In  sea  fishing,  those  in  the  stern  of  the  boat 
will  generally  be  found  to  have  better  sport  than 
those  in  the  bow.  That  this  is  the  case  I  have 
little  doubt,  it  having  been  often  remarked  by 
others  as  well  as  myself.  As  to  the  reason  why 
it  should  be  so,  I  have  a  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  I  used  to  imagine  that, 
as  the  scent  of  the  baits  would  be  carried  down 
with  the  tide,  the  fish  below  becoming  sensible  of 
it,  and  following  it  up,  wouiu  naturally  arrive  first 
at  the  baits  from  the  stern.  But  this  theory  was 
shaken  whilst  I  was  fishing  cue  blustery  day  on  a 
Scotch  loch.  On  that  occasion  the  wind  was 
stronger  than  the  tide,  and  the  boat  consequently 
swung  stern  to  the  current.  This  seemed,  however, 
to  make  no  difference,  and  the  lines  in  the  stern 
had,  as  usual,  the  advantage.  Possibly,  after  all, 
the  cable  and  anchor  may  have  more  to  do  with  it 
than  one  would  naturally  imagine,  and  be  the 
cause  which  prevents  the  lines  in  the  bow  from 
having  their  full  share  of  sport.— Simeon's  “ Stray 
Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History." 

Prizes  for  Clubs. — We  would  advise  secretaries  j 
of  angling  clubs  to  write  to  Messrs.  J.  Knight 
and  Co.,  IB,  Albion-street,  Leeds,  Yorks,  for  par¬ 
ticulars  of  their  articles  suitable  for  club  prizes. 
They  have  a  large  and  valuable  stock,  and  the 
angler  would  indeed  be  hard  to  please  who  could 
not  get  satisfied  here.  _ 

Holloways  Pills.—  Wrong  made  right.- Every  day  that  any 
bodily  suffering  is  permitted  to  continue  renders  it  more  certain  to 
become  chronic  or  dangerous.  Holloway’s  purifying,  cooling  and 
strengthening  pills  are  well  adapted  for  any  irregularity  of  the 
human  body,  and  should  be  taken  when  the  stomach  is  disordered, 
the  liver  deranged,  the  kidneys  inactive,  the  bowels  torpid,  or  the 
brain  muddled.  With  this  medicine  every  invalid  can  cure  him¬ 
self,  and  those  who  are  weak  and  infirm  through  impeifect 
digestion  may  make  themselves  strong  and  stout  by  Holloway’s 
excellent  Pills.  A  few  doses  of  them  usually  mitigate  the  most 
painful  symptoms  caused  by  undigested  food,  from  which  they 
thoroughly  free  the  alimentary  canal  and  completely  restore  its 
natural  power  and  action. 


The  Gut  Crop  of  1890  91. — Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of 
81,  Market-street,  Manchester,  in  reporting  upon 
the  gut  crop  of  1890  91  says,  “I have  to  state  that 
the  production  is  the  smallest  which  has  been  re¬ 
corded  since  this  r sport  was  first  issued  nine  years 
ago,  and  is  barely  one  half  that  of  last  year.  This 
will  not,  however,  seriously  affect  prices  for  the 
current  year,  as  large  stocks  of  last  year’s  crop 
are  still  held  in  the  country.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
necessary  that  purchasers  should  exercise  some 
care  in  securing  this  year’s  instead  of  last  year’s 
growth.  This  caution  does  not  apply  to  the 
heaviest  salmon  gut  and  the  finest  undrawn  trout 
gut.  Of  these,  none  remain  of  the  last  crop,  and 
as  the  former  is  especially  scarce,  the  price  will  be 
somewhat  higher  than  last  year.  The  quality  of 
this  season’s  crop  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired,  a 
result  largely  due  to  English  supervision  in  its 
manufacture,  but  the  large  demand  for  silk  dress 
goods  has  diverted  to  that  industry  what  would 
have  made  the  better  class  of  gut. 

Wholesale  Poaching  on  the  River  Nene. — At  a 
meeting  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council  at  Chat¬ 
teris  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Rust,  of  Wisbech,  called 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  river  Nene 
was  fished  between  Peterboro’  and  Wisbech.  No 
close  time  was  observed,  and  men  put  a  large  net 
at  the  end  of  their  boats,  and  in  this  way  the 
stream  was  swept,  even  the  spawn  often  being 
swept  away.  A  discussion  took  place,  and  it  was 
thought  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Conservators  who  meet  at  Bedford.  It 
was  eventually  decided  that,  as  the  river  was  a 
tidal  one,  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  would  not 
apply.  The  matter  then  dropped.  A  fine  chub 
of  41b.  was  found  in  shallow  water  at  Nassington, 
Northants,  on  Monday.  It  being  landed  it  was 
found  to  be  a  well-fed  specimen,  but  was  suffering 
from  some  disease,  as  small  worms  were  found  on 
its  scales.  Large  quantities  of  prime  fish  have 
been  found  dead  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
having  succumbed  to  tho  recent  severe  weather. 
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UsTOT  IEOHS. 

HUTCHINSON  &  SON, 

FISH-HOOK  &  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS 

ZECZEZLnTIDAAILj, 

Beg  to  intimate  that — owing  to  the  immense  increase  in  their  wliriesale  trade— they  have 
from  January  1st,  I  SOI,  disposed  of  their  ri  tail  branch  to 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  AND  CO., 

OF  STRICKLAND  GATE,  KENDAL. 

H.  k  S,  will  from  flat  date  supply  goeds  through  dealers  only. 


Meeting  Nights,  1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  Month,  Swan  Tavern,  Bethnal  Green  Ed. 

Dear  Sir  —Mary  of  ilie  most  influential  members  of  the  various  London  Angling  Societies  being 
desirous  of  recognising  the  long  and  valued  services  of  Mr.  GEORGE  MANNING,  have  determined 
<o  present  him  with  a  firing  Tfstimonial,  and  therefore  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  every  London 
Anrier  on  behalf  of  the  above  object,  and  feel  assured  that  the  time  he  has  devoted  to  the  cause,  of 
Anriers,  and  the  good  woik  that  has  been  the  outcome  of  his  disinterested  efforts,  will  ensure  a 
ready  and  liberal  response  to  the  object  we  have  in  view,  on  behalf  of  one  so  worthy  our  esteem  and 
respect,  and  who  by  a  serious  affliction  to  liis  eyes  is  only  partially  able  to  follow  his  orciinaiy 

11  We' feed's ure  it  is  not  necessary  to  emfinerate  the  many  advantages  enjoyed  by  Angler  s  1 1 at  have 
been  the  result  of  bis  able  advi  cacy,  and  his  earnest  pleading  on  behalf  of  lire  “  Anglers  Benevolent 
is  known  to  all.  Therefore  this  Committeeappex's  with  confidence  to  all  those  interested  in  the  Art, 
and  eari  estiy  hope  t)  at  through  your  aid  and  assistance  they  will  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  presen¬ 
tation  to  him  worthy  (he  occasion,  and  bean  incentive  to  him  to  cont  nue  the  good  work  with  which 
his  name  has  been  so  long  and  so  honourably  associated. 

Amount  already  received  and  acknowledge!  ip  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  2nd  inst.  £  12  2  0 

Amount  since  received  and  promised  ...  ...  ...  •••  £15  2  0 

Clubs  having  Lists,  and  gentlemen  desirous  of  subscribing  to  the  Fund,  will  greatly  oblige 
by  sending  either  to  me  or  the  Hon.  Treasurer  as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  wish  ,o  fix  an  early 
date  for  the  Presentation 

Conations  towards  the  above  obj  ct  suit!  be  gladly  received,  and  duly  acknowledged  in  the 
11  Fid.ing  Gazette ,”  by  the  Honor*' y  Secretary, 

Mr.  GEORGE  RICHES,  11,  Betlinal  Green  Road,  E. 


J.  BERNARD  AND  SON, 

5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly, 

Beg1  to  draw  the  attention  of  Anglers  to  their  very  superior  stock  of 
Tackle  of  every  description,  especially  their 

SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

For  casting  and  killing  power,  these  rods  will  compare  favourably 
Avith  any  in  the  market,  and  they  are 

WARRANTED. 

SPECIAL  FLIES  FOR  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Flies  for  North,  South,  and  West  Country  Streams. 

VERY  SUPERIOR  SALMON  AND  TROUT  CAIT3. 

Write  tor  Illustratbd  Catalogue,  Post  Free, 


Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.’s 

NEW  BOOKS. 

THE  QUEEN’S  PRIME  MINISTERS.  A 

Sjiies  of  Political  Biographies.  Edited  by  Stuart  J.  Reid.  With  Photo¬ 
gravure  Portraits  (unpublished  ones  in  some  cases)  and  Facsimiles  of  Auto¬ 
graphs  In  uniform  crown  Svo,  cloth  gilt,  price  3s.  Gd.  each. 

A  Limited  Library  Edition  of  250  copies,  each  numbered,  printed  on  hand-made 
paper,  parchment  binding,  price  10s.  Gd.  net  per  volume.  “  Beaconsfield  ”  and 
j  “  Melbourne  ”  vols  now  ready. 

1. — THE  EARL  OF  BEACONSFIELD,  K.G.  By  James 

Anthony  Froude.  Fifth  Edition. 

“We  believe  that  Mr.  FrordYs  estimate  of  Lord  Bcaer  r.sfield,  on  the  whole,  will  be  the  one  ac¬ 
cepted  by  posterity.  .  .  .  It  is  the  man’s  character  wh  ch  interests  us ;  and  this,  we  ta  nk,  Mr. 

Froude  lias  exhibited  in  its  tine  light,  and  in  colours  that  -will  not  fade.”—  Standard. 

2. — LORD  MELBOURNE.  By  ELenry  Dunckley,  LL.D. 

(“  Verax  ”). 

“  It  is  lixid  to  imagine  a  better  piece  of  work  than  iliis  short  stud/  of  Lord  Melbourne  by  Mr. 
Dunckb  y.  Amongst  some  of  the  most  amusing  of  Mr.  Dcnckley’s  pages— ai  d  hardly  a  jiage  of  this 
iittle  book  is  dull  alter  the  preliminary  matter  is  passed  by  —is  h  s  account  of  Lord  Melbourne's  deal¬ 
ings  with  theology  and  Chuich  prefei lnents.”—  Spectator. 

3  — SIR  ROBERT  PEEL.  By  Justin  McCarthy,  M.P. 

“  A  biography  full  of  ixtircs''  and  su,r  gestic  n  :.’  —  heeds  Mercury.  [Just  read  j. 

***  O.h  r  Volumes  in  preparation. 


OVER  THE  TEA-CTJPS  :  a  Series  of  Papers  of  Reminiscenses  and  Characteristic 

Reflections.  Bv  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  author  of  “The  Autocrat  of  the  Bieakfast 
Tab'e,”  “Our  Hundred  Days  in  Europe,"  &c.  F.uuth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  ds. 

“Ilis  many  admiring  readers  will  feel  a  still  wanner  regard  fjr  him  as  they  real  the  charming 
pages  of  liis  new  volume.” — Jthrnasum. 

THE  MODERN  REGIME.  By  H.  A.  Tainf..  Translated  by  John  Durand. 

Vol.  I.,  demy  Svo,  cloth,  16s. 

“  M.  Taine  has  not  only  exhausted  all  ordinary  authorities,  he  lias  also  had  access  to  many 
[  unp ublishcd  souicis.”—  Atlmucum. 

NEW  NOVELS  AT  ALL  LIBRARIES. 

THIRD  EDITION  OF  “STAND  FAST,  GRAIG  ROYSTON !  ”  By 

William  Bl  wk,  author  of  “  A  Princess  of  Thule,”  “  A  Daughter  of  Heth,”  “  In  Far  Locliaber,” 
&c.  3  vols.  crown  Svo,  Sis.  Gd. 

A  BOLT  FROM  THE  BLUE.  By  Scott  Graham,  author  of  “The  Goldm 

Milestone,’’  “  The  Sandcliff  Mystery,”  &c.  3  vols.  crown  Svo,  31s.  Od. 


London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Co.,  LIMITED, 

1  ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  14,  1891. 


THAMES  ANGLING  RIGHTS. 

Smith  v.  Andrews. 

This  case,  which  commenced  on  Thursday,  5th  inst., 
and  a  report  of  which  appeared  in  our  last  is  me,  was 
resumed  on  Tuesday  last  before  Mr.  Justice  North  in 
the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 
The  action  is  for  damages  for  wrongfully  fishing  in 
the  plaintiff’s  several  fishery,  situate  in  the  river 
Thames  between  Maidenhead  Bridge  and  Amerden 
Ash  Eyot.  and  for  the  infringement  of  the  plaintiff's 
right  of  fishing.  The  plaintiff  also  proceeds  for  tres¬ 
pass  and  seeks  an  injunction  to  restrain.  Mr.  Cozens 
Hardy,  Q.O.,  Mr.  Stuart  Moore,  and  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
represented  the  plaintiff,  instructed  by  Messrs.  Tyrrell 
Lewis  &  Co.  ;  while  Mr.  Henn  Collins,  Q.C.,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Abinger  appeared  for  the  defendant,  instructed 
by  Messrs.  Bernard  Abrahams  &  Co. 

Mr.  Hardy  continued  his  opening  address  and  said 
that  when  the  Court  adjourned  on  the  last  occasion  he 
had  traced  the  right  of  ownership  of  the  fishery  and 
the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  p  aintift.  He  was  perfectly 
well  aware  that  a  paper  title  such  as  he  had  proved 
was  one  thing,  and  acts  done  under  it  were  another, 
but  the  acts  which  he  would  prove  to  his  Lordship 
were  of  the  nature  of  a  series  of  licences  of  the  fishery, 
and  he  should  prove  that  rents  had  been  recei  ved  under 
those  leases.  He  would  also  prove  that  their  tenants 
had  taken  out  of  the  bed  of  the  river  and  sold  gravel, 
and  that  would  go  to  prove  the  ownership  of  the  bed 
of  the  river.  Notice  boards  had  been  put  up  foi  the 
purpose  of  preventing  people  coming  to  fish,  and 
persons  seen  fishing  had  been  warned  off.  But  he  did 
not  wish  to  suggest  that  there  had  not  been  any  fish¬ 
ing  there  owing  tc  such  warnings.  He  would  also 
prove  tnat  the  Thames  Conservancy  had  granted  Mr. 
Ouvry  a  right  to  use  certain  nets,  Ac  ,  in  the  fishery, 
which  would  all  go  to  establish  his  client  s  claim.  In 
their  statement  of  claim  they  alleged  that  the 
defendant  broke  and  entered  certain  land  belonging  to 
the  plaintiff,  covered  with  water,  with  boats  or  punts, 
and  that  he  wrongfully  moored  such  boats  and  punts. 
Now,  had  that  been  done  for  the  purposes  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  no  complaint  could  have  been  made,  but  nobody 
had  a  right  to  do  it  for  the  purposes  of  fishing. 

Mr.  Abinger :  The  Act  says,  “for  the  purpcses  of  re¬ 
creation,”  and  that  would  include  fishing. 

Mr.  Hardy  replied  that  that  was  the  point  which 
he  would  argue  later  on  in  the  case,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Stuart  Moore  then  read  documentary  evidence  at 
great  length  from  the  court  rolls,  tracing  the  history 
of  the  fishery  back  to  the  time  of  Henry  III.,  when  it 
was  in  the  occupation  of  the  Crown,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  ever  since  it  had  been  a  private  fishery, 
and  that  various  pains  and  penalties  had  been  exacted 

from  persons  wrongfully  using  the  water. 

Mr.  Bund  followed  in  the  same  line,  and  said  that 
the  property  passed  from  the  Crown  to  two  persons 
named  Collins  and  Fenn,  and  thence  to  two  persons 
named  Powney  and  Phillips. 

His  Lordship  :  That  brings  us  down  to  1G32-33. 

Mr.  Bund  :  Yes.  He  proceeded  that  the  next  docu¬ 
ment’ they  had  was  a  conveyance  of  the  title  by  a 
member  of  the  Powney  family  in  1789  to  Mr.  Pain 

His  Lordship:  Then  you  leave  a  gap  of  loO  or  160 

^Mr’  Bund  said  that  the  next  thing  they  proposed  to 
put  in  was  the  rate  books  for  the  Parish  of  Bray,  show¬ 
ing  that  the  property  was  rated.  As  they  knew  fisheries 
were  not  rated  until  1874,  but  from  1820  rates  had 
been  paid  on  the  land  covered  with  water.  . 

Mr.  Bouquett,  a  porter  at  the  Cookham  Union,  was 
then  called,  and  produced  the  rate  book  of  the  parish 

of  Bray  for  1827.  .  ,  ,  ,, 

Mr.  Collins  :  I  am  going  to  take  objection  that  the 
rate  books  are  not  evidence  of  private  right,  and  at 
present  I  don’t  quite  see  how  they  can  be  introduced 
into  the  case. 

Mr.  Bund  said  they  were  evidence  of  the  property 
bein0,  occupied  during  that  time,  and  tha„  being  lated 
it  showed  that  the  property  was  not  in  the  Crown  as 
trustee  for  the  public,  and  over  which  the  public  had 
rights.  The  question  raised  on  the  pleadings  was  that 
the  Thames  was  a  navigable  river,  over  which  all  the 
subjects  of  the  realm  had  a  right  to  fish,  but  he  was 
going  to  put  in  the  rate  books  to  prove  that  it  was  a 
private  property,  and  not  public. 

His  Lordship,  after  a  short  argument  by  Mr.  Gollms, 
said  he  thought  it  was  better  to  admit  the  books  as 
evidence,  and  he  would  receive  it  without  prejudice  to 
either  party.  If,  when  he  had  heard  the  evidence,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  admissible,  the 
defendant  would  be  in  the  same  position  as.  it  it  had 
never  been  given.  The  books  were  then  put  id. 

Mr.  Cocks,  churchwarden  of  Bray,  was  next  called, 
and  he  produced  various  books,  including  the  poor  s- 
rate  and  the  church-rate  books.  The  poor  s-rate  book 
was  from  the  year  1815  to  1835,  and  the  church-rate 
books  from  1827  to  1835. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Abinger,  the  witness  said 


He  had  lived 


that  he  was  ex-Mayor  of  Maidenhead 
there  for  50  years. 

Do  you  know  Bray  Reich  very  well  ?— ’ Very  well. 

Have  you  fished  it? — Very  many  times. . 

For  how  many  years  ? — All  my  life-time  ;  since  I 
was  a  boy.  _ 

With  net,  or  with  rodandline  ? — With  rol  and  line  ; 
never  with  net. 

May  I  take  it  you  fished  in  the  whole  of  the  water 
claimed  exclusively  by  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  1 
Yes. 

Have  you  ever  been  interfered  with  by  anyone  .. 
Never  ;  and  I  have  never  heard  of  anyone  else  being 
interfered  with  until  Mrs.  Smith  made  a  claim  to  the 
water.  About  20  or  25  years  ago  a  man  was  sum¬ 
moned  for  taking  a  fish  out  of  a  basket  ;  but  that  was 
just  above  Mrs.  Smith’s  fishery. 

You  sit  on  the  bench  in  your  capacity  as  Mayor, 
and  you  ha  ve  sat  there  since  1833.  During  that  time 
have  you  ever  heard  of  anyone  being  summoned  for 
trespass  on  this  water?— Not  once. 

Do  you  qualify  that  answer  by  telling  us  that  Mr. 
Tyrrell  Lewis  summoned  Mr.  Layard  for  fishing  in 
this  water? — Yes.  I  believe  there  was  a  summons, 
but  it  was  dismissed.  Continuing,  the  witness  said 
that  he  knew  Mr.  Bond,  who  was  said  to  have  had  a 
lease  of  the  fishery,  and  he  had  fished  in  his  presence 
many  atime.  Mr.  Bond  had  never  interfered  with  him 
(witness),  nor  had  he  ever  seen  him  interfere  with  any¬ 
one  else. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  I  propose  to  ask  you,  as  a  member  of 
the  Corporation,  whether,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  lease 
granted  by  the  Corporation - 

His  Lordship  :  No  ;  I  cannot  allow  him  to  answer 
that.  . 

In  re-examination  by  Mr.  Bund,  the  witness  said  he 
understood  that  in  Layard’s  case,  a  case  was  stated  for 
the  opinion  of  the  High  Court.  He  had  been  accus^ 
tomed  to  fish  on  both  the  Berks  and  the  Bucks  side  of 
the  river,  but  mostly  on  the  Berks. 

His  Lordship  :  Have  you  fished  from  the  land  or 
from  a  boat  ?  —  Oh,  chiefly  from  a  punt. 

Mr.  Bund  :  Mr.  Bond  is  a  tenant  of  the  Corporation? 
_ Yes. 

The  Corporation  have  a  private  fishery  in  the 
Thames  adjoining  the  plaintiff  s  ?— Yes. 

And  they  do  not  allow  the  public  to  fish  there.  Oh, 
yes.  Nobody  is  interfered  with  for  angling.  The 
right  of  netting  is  let  to  Mr.  Bond. 

You  say  you  have  not  fished  the  last  year  or  so  in 
the  plaintiff's  water  ? — No,  not  since  there  has  been 
this  disturbance.  I  kept  out  of  it. 

Why  did  not  you  fish  ?— For  the  simple  reason  that 
I  did  not  wish  to  get  mixed  up  in  any  law  suit  with 
Mrs.  Smith. 

His  Lordship  :  Because  he  is  a  gentleman  of  dis¬ 
cretion.  (Laughter.) 

The  Town  Clerk  of  Maidenhead  here  produced  the 
lease  granted  to  Mr.  Bond,  which  was  a  lease  by  the 
Corporation  of  Maidenhead  of  a  right  of  fishing  m  the 
Thames  immediately  adjoining  Mrs.  Smith  s  property. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Hewitt  was  next  called,  and  examined  by 
Mr  Bund,  stated  that  he  had  been  the  plaintiff  s  agent 
for  three  years,  but  he  had  lived  in  Maidenhead  thirty- 
four  years  and  was  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
the  river  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Smith.  The  fishery 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff  started  from  the  Corporation 
fishery  at  Maidenhead  Bridge  and  included  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  stream  to  Broad  Place,  and  half  of  the 
stream-the  Bucks  half— down  to  Monkey  Island  or 
thereabouts.  The  riparian  land  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Smith  extended  almost  to  Broad  Place  on  the  Berk- 
shire  side.  As  Mrs.  Smith’s  agent  he  had  done  the 
best  he  could  by  warnings  and  other  means  to  prevent 
persons  fishing  in  her  property.  He  had  warned 
persons  personally  and  by  letter. 

You  have  given  leave  to  persons  to  fish  ?  I  have 
issued  permits  for  552  people. 

His  Lordship  :  They  were  printed  permits,  I  suppose. 
Did  you  ever  give  a  verbal  permit  ? — I  have  sometimes 
done  so. 

The  Witness,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Bund,  said  that  no 
charge  was  made  for  the  permits,  and  he  had  never 
refused  one  to  any  person  asking  him  for  one. .  He 
knew  the  defendant,  and  had  offered  him  a  permit  on 
three  occasions.  Each  time  he  had  refused  to  take  it, 
but  had  said  that  he  would  take  a  permit  for  life. 
He  recollected  Nov.  16,  1889,  when  the  defendant  was 
fishing  within  about  20  yards— as  near  as  he  could 
judge— of  the  Berks  side  of  the  river,  from  a  punt. 
That  was  almost  opposite  the  private  dwelling  of  Mrs. 
Smith.  The  punt  was  fixed  when  he  (witness)  saw  it, 
and  it  remained  moored  for  about  one  and  a-half  to 
two  hours.  There  was  another  person  in  the  boat 
beside  Andrews,  but  he  was  not  sure  who  the  other 
gentleman  was.  They  were  fishing  with  rod  and  line, 
and  he  saw  them  pull  up  a  small  fish.  He  spoke  to 
them  and  asked  them  to  go  away,  and  not  make  any 
disturbance,  but  they  said  they  did  not  intend  to  go. 
Thereupon  he  sent  the  bailiff  out  to  them  in  a  punt 


and  a  scuffle  ensued,  during  which  the  defendant’s 
fishing  line  got  cut.  The  b  ail  iff  had  been  summoned 
for  cutting  the  line,  but  the  magistra  eshad  adjourned 
the  case  until  after  the  present  action  had  been  decided. 
He  (witness)  took  out  a  summons  against  Andrews  for 
using  foul  and  indecent  luiguage.  As  to  the  bed  of 
the  river,  he  had  dredged  it,  and  hud  taken  therefrom 
3,000  loads  of  ballast,  and  they  had  never  teen  inter¬ 
fered  with.  There  were  several  eyots  in  the  plaintiff’s 
water  which  contained  trees,  and  he  cut  them  and  had 
never  been  interfered  with. 

His  Lordship  :  Has  anyone  else  cut  them  that  you 
know  of  ?— No.  I  should  like  to  catch  them,  my  lord. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Abinger,  the  witness  3aid 
that  Mrs.  Smith  claimed  exclusive  rights  over  the 
trees  and  bushes  upon  the  eyots  and  also  over  the  bed 
of  the  river  and  the  gravel  upon  it.  He  was  aware  that 
the  Thames  Conservancy  dredg-d  the  bed  of  the  river 

if  it  was  necessary  for  navigation.  . 

You  say  you  have  granted  permits  to  over  oUO 
persons  to  fish.  Was  that  to  a  school  of  little  boys 
and  girls  on  one  afternoon? — Is  it  necessary  that  1 
should  answer  such  a  foolish  question  ? 

His  Lordship  :  You  had  better  answer  yes  or  no. 

The  witness :  No. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  Do  you  sometimes  warn  persons  not 
to  fish  by  saying  you  would  fling  them  into  the  river  . 
No  never. 

Were  you  not  fined  £3  and  costs  for  putting  Mr 
Andrews  into  the  river  ?— I  was  fined  because  I  used 
more  force  than  was  necessary  to  prevent  him  fishing 
in  the  river. 

Were  you  also  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  in  two 

sums  of  £50  ?— Yes.  ,  ,  , 

You  have  said  that  everybody  who  asked  for  a 
license  to  fish  got  it.  The  defendant  earns  his  living 
by  fishing,  does  he  not  ?— I  really  do  not  know  whether 
he  earns  his  living  as  a  fisherman  or  not* 

Why  did  you  not  offer  him  a  permit  ? — I  did  offer 

him  one.  .  ,  ,,  .  „  ,T 

Was  that  after  throwing  him  into  the  river  ?— No, 

before.  .  ,  ,  . 

Was  it  by  Mrs.  Smith’s  instructions  that  you  took 
such  summary  methods  of  asserting  your  rights  ?  I 
acted  according  to  my  own  ideas  as  to  that. 

When  the  defendant  was  fishing  in  the  front  of  the 
plaintiff's  house  you  don’t  suggest  that  he  was  moored 
near  to  her  lawn  ?—  I  suggest  that  he  was  moored  very 
close  to  her  drawing-room  window. 

Do  you  say  that  this  punt  was  moored  close  up  to 
the  bank?— No,  I  said  within  20yds.  of  the  bank. 

So  that  makes  it  27yds.  from  Mrs.  Smith’s  window  ? 
— I  suppose  it  would  be  about  that  distance. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Beal,  the  next  witness,  examined  by  Mr. 
Hardy,  said  he  had  collected  the  borough  rate  of 
Maidenhead  for  twenty-five  years,  and  he  produced  his 
books,  showing  that  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  predecessor 
Mr.  Ouvry,  and  before  him  Mr.  Bmd,  had  paid  rates 

in  r-  spect  of  the  fishery.  .  ,,  „ 

Mr.  Abinger  said  he  should  require  further  proof 

of  that.  ,  ,  ,  .  , 

His  Lordship  :  I  must  say  I  don  t  see  how  rate  books 

are  evidence.  ,  , 

Mr.  Lodge,  steward  of  the  manor  of  Bray,  produced 
records  of  the  manor  from  May  22,  1297,  to  bept,  15, 

l0Mr.  Abinger  :  Can  you  tell  us  how  far  back  Mr. 
Grenfell,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  traces  his  title  ? 

His  Lordship  :  I  cannot  allow  you  to  ask  that 
question. 

Mr.  Edward  Tyrrell  Lewis  was  next  called,  and, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Hardy,  said  he  was  the  plaintiff  s 
solicitor  and  the  trustee  who  held  the  fishery  in  trust 
for  the  plaintiff.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Hewitt  in  his 
description  of  the  bounds  of  Mrs.  Smith’s  fishery. 
It  was  him  that  authorised  the  issuing  of  the  summons 
against  Mr.  Layard  for  unlawfully  fishing  in  1882. 
The  magistrates  declined  to  convict  because  they  were 
not  satisfied  that  the  bed  of  the  river  was  vested  in 

At  this  stage  the  proceedings  were  adjourned. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Court  on  Wednesday,  the 
examination  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Lewis  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Hardy.  He  said  that  after  the  issuing  of  the  order  in 
the  case  of  Layard  v.  Blount,  he  did  not  take  any 
further  proceedings  against  Mr.  Layard,  because,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  he  did  not  anglq  in  the 

fishery  again.  . 

Have  you  ever  done  anything  in  the  way  of  grant¬ 
ing  licences?  -During  the  short  time  I  held  it  as 
trustee  in  1883  a  licence  was  granted  to  Harry  Wilder, 
of  Maidenhead,  by  Mrs.  Smith,  to  catch  eels  within 
the  fishery,  he  paving  a  rent  of  £8  a  year.  The  licence 
was  granted  on  the  condition  that  Wilder  warned  off 
trespassers.  Continuing,  witness  said  that  the.  rent 
was  paid  until  the  time  when  he  gave  him  notice  to 
terminate  it  on  March  28,  1884.  It  was  complained 
that  he  had  not  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  licence 
by  warning  off  trespassers,  and  by  mutual  consent  the 
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licence  was  revoked.  He  had  nob  granted  another 
licence  of  a  similar  nature  since  that. 

“  His  Lordship  :  Has  any  leave  to  fish  of  any  sort 
been  since  given  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Witness  :  Leave  to  people  to  fish,  certainly.  I  my¬ 
self  gave  permission  to  three  or  four  people  to  fi-h. 

Mr.  Hardy  :  Have  you  ever  warned  any  persons  not 
to  fish?— Yes,  several.  Witness  continued,  that  in 
each  case —with  the  exception  of  Andrews -the  per¬ 
sons  warned  desisted  from  fishing.  The  cel-butts  in 
the  fishery  had  been  replaced  in  1883  by  the  plaintiff’s 
orders,  and  at  her  expense.  At  the  same  time  the 
plaintiff  also  had  new  piles  placed  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  to  carry  the  foot-bridge  that  crossed  the  fishery 
from  the  Thames  bank  to  the  Bucks  eyot.  The  pro¬ 
perty  was  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  on  May  17,  1832. 
and  the  witness  obtained  an  abstract  of  the  title,  which 
was  furnished  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  purchase. 
In  that  abstract  there  was  a  license  dated  March  9, 
1874,  from  Mr.  Ouvry  to  Harry  Wilder.  He  had  that 
license  ;  but  he  was  not  in  possession  of  it  now.  He 
last  had  it  in  1883,  and  he  did  not  know  where  it  was 
now  ;  but  he  believed  his  client  had  lost  it. 

His  Lordship  :  What  did  you  do  with  it  ? 

Witness  said  it  passed  between  himself  and  Mrs. 
Smith  two  or  three  times,  and  he  had  not  seen  it  since 
he  last  sent  it  to  her.  Diligent  search  had  been  made 
for  it,  but  without  success.  He  then  produced  a  draft 
of  the  license  in  Mr.  Ouvry’s  writing.  As  to  the 
original  license,  he  had  seen  it  and  read  it  himself 
several  times,  and  he  prepared  Mr.  Wilder’s  license 
from  that.  Among  the  deeds  handed  over  to  him 
when  he  became  trustee  of  the  property  was  a  counter 
part  lease  of  January  8,  1851,  from  Sarah  Pain  to 
Jonathan  Bond,  of  the  fishery. 

Mr.  Hardy  here  put  in  deeds  and  other  documents 
at  great  length,  going  to  prove  the  title  of  the  plaintiff 
to  the  property.  Continuing  his  examination  of  the 
witness,  he  asked  Mr.  Lewis  whether,  since  he  had 
purchased  the  fishery  he  knew  of  any  gravel  having 
been  taken  from  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Witness  said  he  knew  that  a  great  quantity  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  river,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  some  of 
the  roads  on  a  new  estate  belonging  to  the  plaintiff 
there  were  made  from  the  gravel  so  obtained. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Collins,  the  witness  said  he 
had  had  to  do  with  the  property  since  1882,  but  he  had 
only  lived  down  there  during  the  summer  months  of 
the  years  1880  to  1882.  He  had  given  verbal  license  to 
three  or  four  persons  to  fish  in  the  river.  He  could  not 
remember  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  he  granted 
permission  to  fish,  but  he  knew  that  one  of  them  was 
his  son.  (Laughter.) 

When  you  were  living  in  the  neighbourhood  were 
people  in  the  habit  of  fishing  constantly  with  rod  and 
line  ?— I  cannot  say,  because  I  used  to  be  more  down 
Cookham  way.  He  continued  that  he  had  written  to 
about  six  persons,  warning  them  not  to  fish,  beside  * 
having  interfered  with  Mr.  Layard.  He  had  never 
personally  stopped  anyone  from  fishing.  As  far  as  his 
knowledge  went,  Mrs.  Smith  had  never  purchased  any 
gravel  from  the  Thames  Conservators,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  her  barges  could  be  seen  dredging  the  river  any 
day.  The  Conservators  complained  at  the  time  when 
the  plaintiff  drove  the  piles  of  the  bridge  into  the  river 
before  referred  to,  and  upon  that  he  (witness)  had  an 
interview  with  them,  and  satisfied  them  as  to  her 
claim.  He  believed  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  had 
the  riorht  of  dredging  the  river  for  the  purposes  of 
navigation. 

Mr.  Hewitt,  re-called,  produced  receipts  for  rates 
which  he  had  paid  in  respect  of  the  fishery,  and  also 
the  counterfoils  of  the  printed  permits  he  had  issued 
to  persons  entitling  them  to  fish.  The  permits  were 
not  confined  exclusively  to  personal  friends  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  but  were  given  to  everybody  who  asked  for  them. 

To  his  Lordship  :  He  had  been  connected  with  the 
property  since  1888,  and  it  was  part  of  his  duty  to 
generally  look  after  the  fishery,  and  prevent  persons 
from  trespassing.  If  he  saw  anybody  fishing  he  would 
go  to  them  and  warn  them  to  desist,  and  if  they  would 
not  he  sometimes  sent  the  bailiff  out  in  a  boat.  Usually 
he  would  inform  anyone  he  saw  fishing  that  Mrs. 
Smith  claimed  the  rights  of  the  fishery,  but  that  he 
was  willing  to  give  them  a  permit  entitling  them  to 
fish. 

Have  you  ever  done  anything  to  prevent  persons 
fishing  ? — Yes,  on  one  occasion  I  put  a  waterman  near 
the  river,  and  told  him  to  put  stones  in  the  water 
near  the  floats  to  prevent  the  fish  rising.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  W.  Goulden,  town  clerk  of  Maidenhead,  pro¬ 
duced  the  minutes  of  the  Corporation,  showing  that  in 
the  year  1772,  at  the  time  when  Mr.  G.  G.  Powney  was 
owner  of  the  fishery,  the  Corporation  of  Maidenhead 
repaired  their  bridge.  Mr.  Powney  and  his  tenant 
complained  that  the  Corporation  by  their  act  injured 
the  fishery,  and  the  liability  was  admitted  by  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  James  Batting,  examined  by  Mr.  Bund,  said  he 
was  a  solicitor  practising  at  Great  Marlow,  and  he 
succeeded  to  the  business  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Ward  in  1872. 
He  had  made  a  search  of  the  papers  of  the  late  firm 
and  had  found  many  papers  relating  to  Miss  Sarah 


Pain.  Among  the  papers  was  one  relating  to  the  sale 
to  the  Great  Western  Railway,  in  1837,  of  a  portion 
of  the  land  in  the  river,  for  the  purposes  of  construct¬ 
ing  a  bridge.  There  was  also  a  letter  from  Miss  Pain 
of  the  22nd  of  December,  1829,  containing  instructions 
to  her  solicitor  to  prepare  a  lease  of  the  fishery. 

Mr.  Collins  objected  that  such  a  document  could  not 
possibly  be  admitted  as  evidence  against  his  client, 
because  it  did  not  refer  to  an  act  of  ownership. 
Anybody  could  easily  manufacture  a  title  by  asking 
their  solicitor  to  prepare  them  a  lease. 

Mr.  II  udy  said  he  proposed  to  follow  the  matter  up 
by  putting  in  the  draft  of  a  lease  actually  granted  to 
Mr.  Wilder  in  1842,  and  they  also  held  the  rate  books 
showing  tbat  he  was  afterwards  rated  in  respect  of  the 
fishery. 

His  Lordship  sustained  Mr.  Collins,  objection,  and 
refused  to  admit  the  letter. 

The  witness  said  that  he  found  a  draft  of  a  lease 
from  Miss  Sarah  Pain  to  Simon  Wilder  of  the  fishery, 
but  although  he  had  searched  for  the  original  he  could 
not  find  it. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Ward  (solicitor),  who  acted  for  Miss 
Pain  in  1853,  and  subsequently  for  the  plaintiff,  after 
speaking  as  to  various  deeds  and  documents  he  had 
had  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  fishery,  said  that 
he  had  lived  at  Maidenhead  for  the  last  forty  years. 
Acting  under  Mrs.  Smith’s  instructions  he  in  1884 
wrote  a  letter  to  several  of  the  chief  fishermen  of  the 
locality,  giving  them  warning  that  they  were  not  to 
fish  the  water  claimed  by  the  plaintiff.  He  could  not 
say  for  certain  that  he  had  sent  such  a  warning  to  Mr. 
Andrews,  but  as  he  was  one  of  the  principal  fishermen 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  should  think  it  was  very 
likely  he  had  sent  him  one. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Collins,  the  witness 
admitted  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  he  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  neighbourhood— some  forty 
years— persons  had  fished  the  water  without  being 
interfered  with. 

Mr.  Tyrrell  Lewis,  recalled  by  Mr.  Abinger,  said  he 
had  never  before  heard  it  suggested  that  Mrs.  Smith 
had  commenced  proceedings  for  compensation  against 
Mr.  Ouvry’s  executors  because  of  the  fishery  a  signed 
to  her  not  being  a  several  fishery.  He  had  never  heard 
of  such  proceedings. 

The  Court  then  adjourned. 


On  Thursday  the  first  witness  was  Mr.  W.  Malyon. 
master  of  the  Cookham  Workhouse,  who  produced  a 
number  of  books  which  had  been  in  his  possession  in 
an  old  oak  chest  for  the  past  thirty-two  years.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  books  from  the  Bray  Vestry,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  take  care  of  them.  Ihey  contained  various 
receipts  for  rates  paid  in  respect  of  the  fishery. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Vokes,  clerk  to  Mr.  Tyrrell  Lewis,  gave 
evidence  at  some  length  as  to  various  extracts  he  had 
made  from  poor-rate  books  and  church-rate  books, 
wherein  it  appeared  that  rates  had  been  paid  in  respect 
of  the  fishery  by  the  several  owners  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  Bund  submitted  tbat  the  extracts  from  the  rate 
books  were  evidence,  because  they  were  entries  made 
by  officers  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  they 
showed  that  the  property  therein  mentioned  was  private 
property.  He  quoted  a  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Field  in 
support  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  I  'ollins  said  that  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Justice  Field’s 
decision  he  was  not  inclined  to  contend  that  the  books 
were  not  evidence. 

His  Lordship  ruled  that  the  evidence  was  admissible. 

Mr.  J.  Bond,  examined  by  Mr.  Bund,  said  he  was 
a  boat  builder  at  Maidenhead,  and  he  had  known 
plaintiff’s  fishery  all  his  life,  and  was  now  seventy-two 
years  of  age.  To  the  best  of  his  knowledge  when  he 
first  knew  the  fishery  it  was  in  ihe  occupation  of  two 
sisters  named  Pain,  and  a  man  named  Lovegrove  was 
the  tenant.  The  eel  buts  in  the  waters  had  been  there 
as  long  as  he  could  remember.  Simon  Wilder  was 
the  next  tenant  that  he  knew  of.  Wilder  died  in  1848 
and  his  widow  carried  it  on  for  a  short  time,  until  he 
(witness!  took  it  over.  He  gave  £10  for  an  old  store 
boat,  and  a  punt,  and  the  lease  and  goodwill  of  the 
fishery.  He  paid  £35  a  year  rent  to  Miss  Pain.  He 
used  to  employ  men  in  the  fishery.  He  recollected 
the  Thames  Trout  Club,  and  he  leased  them  the 
fishery  at  a  rent  of  £16  or  £17  a  year.  That  went 
on  for  some  years.  When  the  lease  that  he  took 
over  from  Mrs.  Wilder  expired,  he  took  out  a  new 
lease  in  his  own  name  from  Miss  Pain  of  the  fishery 
for  twelve  years,  from  Christmas,  1850,  at  a  rental 
of  £35  a  year.  Witness  also  rented  the  Corporation 
water  which  adjoined  the  plaintiff’s  fishery.  He 
hardly  ever  denied  anybody  fishing  in  the  river  so 
long  as  they  fished  from  a  boat,  but  he  gave  his 
men  orders  to  turn  anybody  off  caught  fishing  from 
the  bank.  He  used  to  cut  the  weeds  in  the  river 
whenever  necessary.  He  had  taken  many  thousand 
loads  of  gravel  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  he 
used  to  get  two  shillings  and  ninepence  a  yard  for 
it.  He  remembered  Miss  Pain  dying,  and  after  her 
death  he  paid  his  rent  to  Mr.  Pain  Lewis.  He  gave 
up  his  lease  before  the  plaintiff  came  into  possession 
of  the  fishery. 


Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Collins,  the  witness  sai< 
that  when  he  leased  the  water  to  the  Thames  Trou 
Club,  they  had  the  sole  sole  right  of  all  the  coarsi 
fishing,  excepting  that  of  eels,  and  he  undertook  no 
to  net  the  river. 

Mr.  Davis,  the  next  witness,  in  answer  to  Mr 
Moore,  said  that  when  a  boy  of  fourteen,  he,  alonj 
with  some  other  lads,  used  to  go  and  fish  in  the  plain 
tiff’s  fishery,  which  was  then  tenanted  by  Mr.  Wilder 
and  Wilder  always  used  to  turn  them  off.  On  on< 
occasion  he  boxed  witness'  ears,  and  threa'er.ed  t< 
prosecute  him  if  he  caught  him.  There  were  nntic< 
boards  upon  the  eyots  warning  persons  from  fi-diing 
He  had  also  been  turned  off  by  Mr.  Bond  when  fish  in*, 
from  the  Bucks’  shore. 

Mr.  Bund  said  this  completed  all  the  evidence  tin 
plaintiff  intended  to  offer,  and  in  replying  upon  th< 
case  he  would  first  of  all  call  his  Lordship’s  at  entior 
to  the  documentary  evidence  they  had  offered,  whict 
was  of  two  characters.  There  was  the  public  evi 
dence,  as  he  might  term  it,  of  the  King,  as  lord  of  tin 
manor  of  Bray,  who  let  it  to  different  persons  extend 
ing  over  a  series  of  years,  and  then  there  was  the  way 
in  which  the  fishery  was  dealt  with  by  the  persons  wh( 
rented  it.  The  first  class  of  evidence  covered  a  periot 
extending  from  the  year  1251,  when  Godfrey  D( 
Lyston  accounted  for  the  fishery  by  paying  two  shil 
lings  for  the  rent  of  the  island,  twenty-five  shillings 
for  the  fishing  in  the  water,  and  five  shillings  for  th( 
rent  of  the  weir.  He  contended  that  that  proved  thaf 
from  the  very  earliest  date  the  fishery  has  always  beer 
treated  as  a  separate  parcel  of  the  manor.  Godfrey 
De  Lyston,  as  the  King’s  lessee,  claimed  his  right  tc 
exact  tolls  of  any  ships  which  stayed  upon  the  land 
and  for  some  reason  or  other  the  citizens  of  London  die 
not  contest  his  claim. 

His  Lordship  :  But  how  does  that  bear  upon  this 
point  ? 

Mr.  Bund  :  It  refers  to  the  soil  of  the  river,  and  is 
a  recognition  that  the  soil  was  in  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor.  Continuing  his  address,  Mr.  Bund  contended 
that  the  minister’s  accounts  he  had  put  in  extending 
over  a  period  of  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  years 
roughly  speaking,  showed  that  during  the  whole  ol 
that  time  the  fishery  was  separately  accounted  for 
and  a  distinct  rent  was  paid  in  respect  of  it.  Th« 
officers  of  the  Crown  dealt  very  carefully  with  ths 
fishery,  as  was  evident  from  the  entries  in  the  rolls  ol 
the  Manor.  They  would  not  allow  any  person  to  fish 
who  had  not  taken  out  a  license,  and  then  the  licenses 
were  only  granted  to  enable  a  person  to  fish  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  way.  The  fishery  passed  into  private  hands 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  when  Sir  William  Russell 
nominated  two  persons  named  Collins,  and  Fenn,  and 
ever  since  that  time  it  had  been  in  the  occupation  of 
several  persons,  all  of  whom  had  kept  it  as  a  private 
fishery.  By  the  entries  in  the  rate  books,  which  had 
been  produced  by  various  witnesses,  he  contended  that 
he  had  proved  conclusively  that  the  owners  of  the 
fishery  were  also  the  owners  of  the  soil,  for  until  1879 
no  rates  were  imposed  upon  a  person  who  simply  held 
a  fishery.  And  if  he  had  the  right  to  erect  weirs,  &c., 
in  the  water,  it  was  held  that  in  that  case  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  soil,  and  he  was  accordingly  liable  for 
rates.  It  had  been  proved  that  the  plaintiff’s  fishery 
had  been  rated  from  1784  to  the  present  time.  If  his 
lordship  held  that  what  had  been  done  in  that  respect 
had  been  properly  done,  it  was  clear  that  the  soil  of 
the  river  was  vested  in  Mrs.  Smith’s  predecessors,  and 
it  having  come  down  to  her,  he  submitted  that  it  was 
clear  that  the  public  had  no  legal  right  over  the 
fishery,  but  that  the  plaintiff  had  shown  her  clear  title 
to  it.  He  would  like  to  refer  to  the  Corporation 
fishery,  which  adjoined  Mrs.  Smith’s,  and  which  was 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Bond.  Originally  the 
two  fisheries  were  owned  by  the  Crown,  and  the 
Crown  granted  one  portion  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Maidenhead,  and  ever  since  the  Corporation  had 
treated  it  as  a  private  fishery,  and  had  leased  ic  and 
received  rents  in  respect  of  it.  That  fact  he  thought 
afforded  strong  presumption  that  the  view  he  took  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  was  a  correct  one,  and  that  the 
Crown  granted  both  the  soil  and  the  fishery.  That 
being  so  went  to  show  that  the  public  as  such  had  no 
rights  over  the  soil  of  the  river.  It  was  claimed  on 
behalf  of  the  defendant  that  he  had  the  right  to  fish 
in  the  waters  of  the  plaintiff  as  one  of  the  public,  but 
if  he  (Mr.  Bund)  showed  his  lordship  that  the  whole 
of  the  soil  of  the  manor  of  Bray  was  in  private  hands, 
then  he  contended  that  no  such  right  as  was  claimed 
could  exist  in  law. 

His  Lordship  said  he  failed  to  see  how  it  could  help 
the  plaintiff  at  all  by  Mr.  Bund  proving  anything  with 
respect  to  the  Corporation  fishery.  If  the  title  was 
not  sufficiently  made  out  it  could  not  be  supported  by 
reason  of  any  grant  made  by  the  Crown  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Maidenhead. 

Mr.  Bund  :  It  only  helps  me  in  this  way,  I  say  they 
are  the  owners  of  an  adjoining  fishery. 

His  Lordship  :  But  I  am  not  satisfied  that  that  is 
anything  to  do  with  the  title  of  your  fishery. 

Mr. .Bund  had  not  concluded  his  speech  when  the 
court  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next, 
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PISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

[From  Our  Dublin  Correspondent.] 

The  season  has  opened  in  most  of  the  southern 
and  south-western  districts  under  exceptionally 
favourable  circumstances,  and  remarkably  fine 
weather  has  prevailed  all  over  Ireland  since  the 
commencement. 

So  far,  however,  the  general  run  of  fish  captured  are 
only  of  the  medium  weight,  the  river  Suir  yielding  pro¬ 
bably  the  best  at  281b.  and  261b.,  though  many  “  stunners  ” 
are  contained  in  its  waters.  A  pretty  large  number  of 
anglers,  principally  old  rods,  have  turned  out,  but,  of 
course,  nothing  like  what  there  will  be  as  the  season 
approaches,  and  it  is  expected  an  enormous  number  of 
English,  Scotch.  & c.,  sportsmen  will  flock  to  the  beautiful 
lakes  of  Ireland  by-and-by.  Already  many  notable 
fisheries  have  been  engaged,  so  that  everything  promises 
well  for  a  successful  season’s  fishing. 

Trout  fishing  around  Dublin  will  not  open  for  another 
month.  Spawning  is  reported  to  have  turned  out  highly 
satisfactory  on  all  sides.  Shoals  of  fish  are  about,  and 
excellent  sport  for  the  trout  fisher  is  ensured.  It  is  notice¬ 
able  that  not  one  prosecution  for  poaching  has  been  re¬ 
ported  in  the  entire  Dublin  arena  this  season.  This  does 
not  convey  that  our  poachers  have  turned  honest  men,  but 
it  certainly  speaks  well  for  the  manner  in  which  our  rivers 
have  been  protected. 

In  the  Waterford  district,  however,  they  have  not  been 
so  fortunate.  A  most  sensational  encounter  occurred  there 
on  Tuesday  last,  which  resulted  in  a  police  sergeant  and 
constable  being  nearly  drowned.  Sergeant  Maher  and  a 
constable  were  on  patrol  along  the  river  Tay,  when,  observ¬ 
ing  lights  on  the  water,  they  proceeded  to  the  bank  and 
pounced  on  the  salmon  poachers.  The  torches  were  in¬ 
stantly  extinguished,  and.  the  poachers  sprang  into  the 
river,  followed  by  the  police.  All  parties  were  up  to  their 
necks  in  water.  The  struggle  is  said  to  have  been  desperate, 
and  repeated  attempts  were  made  to  keep  the  police  under 
water.  The  police  made  a  gallant  fight,  but,  being  over¬ 
come,  the  poachers  managed  to  escape ;  but  as  two  of  them 
are  known,  they  will  be  prosecuted.  Sergeant  Maher  is 
still  unfit  for  duty. 

The  new  scheme  promoted  by  the  Loughs,  Mask,  and 
Corrib  Angling  Association  for  the  development  of  fishing 
in  Ireland  deserves  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  Wal- 
tonian,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  and  I  am  certain  that,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
prospectus  of  the  “Connemara  Fishing  Club,  Limited,” 
applications,  for  shares  will  be  numerous.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  in  piscatorial  circles  that,  for  grand  and  noble 
lakes,  excellent  salmon  fishing,  and  beautiful,  romantic 
scenery,  the  “wild  west”  of  sweet  Erin  stands  second  to 
none  in  the  world. 

The  Ringsend  fishermen’s  strike  in  Dublin  is  likely  to  be 
settled.  Sir  Thomas  Brady  having  intervened  to  bring 
about  a  settlement. 


enroll  them  by  the  narrow  majority  of  five.  A  member 
who  was  expelled  by  the  committee  last  November,  for 
lending  his  travelling  card,  applied  to  the  committee  to  re¬ 
instate  him,  but  the  committee  decided  not  to  entertain 
the  application.  This  concluded  the  chief  part  of  the 
agenda,  when  the  president  intimated  that  the  committee 
would  be  called  together  again  previous  to  the  ordinary 
committee  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  pro¬ 
jected  new  Bye  Laws,  and  also  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  Annual  Association  Dinner. 


Angling,  up  to  date,  has  been  very  quiet,  and  nothing  of 
any  note  has  been  done  worth  recording.  Nine  members 
of  the  St.  George’s  Society  succeeded  in  capturing  three 
small  pike  from  the  Anker  at  Tamworth,  on  the  8th  inst. 
They  report  the  river  to  be  very  thick,  and  the  banks 
covered  with  mud  so  much  so,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  get  too 
close  to  the  water  edge.  Very  little  has  been  done  up  the 
Severn,  by  the  Birmingham  anglers  last  week,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  report  that  between  Stourport  and  Kidderminster, 
a  tar  boat  burst  on  the  canal,  and  caused  the  destruction  of 
thousands  of  fish  of  all  kinds  ;  the  effects  of  this  sad  acci¬ 
dent  is  very  serious  as  the  canal  is  patronised  a  great  deal 
during  the  summer  months  for  the  contests,  &c.,  and  pro¬ 
vided  excellent  sport  for  the  Kidderminster  anglers,  who, 
during  the  summer  evenings,  fished  the  canal  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent.  The  bursting  of  the  boat  will  also  effect,  the  canal 
basins  which  are  rented  by  a  large  Birmingham  club.  The 
canal  runs  direct  to  the  Severn,  but  from  what  I  have  heard 
no  damage  to  the  fish  has  been  noticed. 


NOTES 


FROM  THE  MIDLANDS. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  evening,  February  5th,  last  a 
very  important  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  and  District  United  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Birming 
ham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  The  members  of 
the  committee  turned  up  in  full  force,  as  there 
was  recorded  only  one  absentee.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided,  and  after  the  meeting  had  been  formally 
opened,  the  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  which  were  confirmed.  A  society  called  the  West 
End  having  removed  their  club,  against  the  rules  of  the 
association,  and  without  the  permission  of  the  committee 
from  the  Lamp  Tavern,  Bishopsgate-street  to  the  Warwick 
Arms,  Dudley-road,  was  first,  investigated  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  it  transpired  duringthe  investigation  that  the 
new  quarters  of  the  club  was  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  two  other  affiliated  societies,  who  strongly  objected  to 
the  removal  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  greatly  injure 
uieii'  societies,  who  were  at  the  present  time  not  so  flourish¬ 
ing  as  they  might  be,  on  account  of  their  small  number  of 
members.  A  lengthy  correspondence  was  submitted  by  the 
whole  of  the  clubs  concerned,  and  after  a  somewhat  pro¬ 
longed  discussion,  it  was  resolved  by  the  committee 
That  the  West  End  society  call  a  general  meeting,  and 
that  they  must  decide  to  remove  their  club  to  some  other 
meeting  place,  so  that  the  relationship  of  already  existing 
clubs  shall  not  bo  interfered  with,  the  association  at  the 
same  time  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  objecting 
to  any  house  that  may  be  selected  by  the  society,  and 
further  that  no  travelling  cards  be  issued  to  the  society 
until  this  resolution  is  complied  with.  Three  new  societies 
made  the  usual  application  to  become  affiliated  with  the 
association,  the  first  application  was  the  Anglers’  Pride 
Society,  held  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn,  Barr-street,  Hocklay. 
The  membership  of  the  society  was  given  as  sixty,  who  had 
paid  the  required  six  weeks’  contributions.  Messrs.  Dance 
and  Allen,  the  visitors  appointed  to  visit  the  society,  gave 
in  a  very  flattering  account  of  the  society,  and  no  opposition 
being  offered  by  any  society  in  the  district,  the  committee 
decided  to  affiliate  them  forthwith.  The  Birmingham 
Heath  Society,  held  at  the  Queen’s  Arms  In  i,  Heath-street, 
Winson  Green,  was  next  taken.  This  club  is  situated  a 
little  over  a  mile  from  any  other  affiliated  society,  and  in 
this  case  no  opposition  was  olfered.  Mes  rs.  Dance  and 
Simkiss  the  visitors  appointed,  said  that  they  had  made 
the  necessary  investigations,  and  found  that  the  club  was 
being  conducted  on  a  bona  fide  principle,  and  recommended 
their  acceptance,  which  was  unanimously  decided  upon  by 
the  committee.  The  third  society  seeking  enrolment  was 
the  City  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Shire  Vaults, 
Worcester -street.  This  society  is  composed  of  persons  con¬ 
nected  with  the  various  theatres  and  music  halls  in  the 
city,  who  have  banded  themselves  together  with  their 
friends,  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
delightful  pursuit  of  angling.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Bradbere 
were  the  visitors  to  the  society,  and  gave  in  a  very  favour¬ 
able  report,  which  went  to  show  that  the  club  had  a 
membership  of  close  upon  ninety  members,  who  had  paid 
the  required  number  of  subscriptions.  The  application  of 
the  society  was  opposed  by  the  Vine  Society  in  Hurst- 
stieet,  on  the  grounds  that  the  society  was  likely  to  injure 
them  ;  and  that  several  of  their  number  had  left  them,  and 
helped  in  the  formation  of  the  society,  the  matter  was  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  committee,  when  it  was  finally  decided  to 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  one  thing  mostly  troubling  anglers  in  this 
county  at  the  present  time  is  the  question  affecting 
the  privileges  of  railway  travelling  at  reduced 
fares.  The  suggestion  has  been  made  that 
the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  should  make 
overtures  to  the  different  companies  in  the  North, 
with  a  view  to  taking  over  all  the  booking 
arrangements,  giving  a  sufficient  indemnity  as  to  none  but 
bond  fide  registered  fishermen  being  allowed  to  take  part 
in  the  privileges,  _ 

This  proposal,  on  the  face  of  it,  may  savour  of  absurdity, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
main  objection  of  the  companies  seems  to  be  that  there  is 
always  a  chance  of  an  indiscriminate  use  of  travelling- 
cards  being  made,  and  it  will  bo  apparent  to  everyone  that 
if  the  association  had  the  matter  in  hand,  this  evil — that  is, 
provided  it  exists— would  be  at  once  effectually  removed. 
The  railway  authorities  have  to  a  very  great  extent  recog¬ 
nised  the  pecuniary  results  accruing  from  the  amount  of 
travelling  done  by  anglers,  and  if  they  can  only  boinduced 
to  go  a  step  further  in  the  direction  named  it  will  prove 
an  inestimable  benefit.  _ 

Two  days’  meeting  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association, 
to  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Manchester,  at  three  o’clock, 
should  be  a  great  success,  if  the  untiring  efforts  of  the 
officials  are  appreciated  as  they  should  be.  They  have  gone 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  issuing  an  extensive  circular 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  association,  which,  by  the 
way,  were  partly  what  was  set  out  in  these  columns  last 
week,  and  those  present  at  the  meeting  will  have  had 
plenty  of  opportunity  of  considering  the  relative  support 
the  association  is  deserving  of.  Up  to  now  its  work  has 
been  good  and  effective,  worthy  of  patronage  by  all  anglers 
having  the  sport  at  heart. _ 

There  has  beea  plenty  of  bait-fishing  during  the  past 
week,  mostly  with  a  view  to  pike  fishing  in  the  immediate 
future,  and  reports  to  hand  signify  plenty  of  success  in  this 
direction.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Market-place,  Manchester, 
with  his  usual  courtesy  is  always  willing  to  give  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  water  specially  adapted  for 
bait  securing.  _ 

Of  club  doings  there  is  a  dearth,  and  what  little  news  has 
been  received  points  mostly  to  dinners  and  social  gather¬ 
ings.  The  Buckland  Club  hold  the  opening  dinner  to-night, 
and  next  Wednesday  the  Biskette  do  likewise.  On  the 
same  evening  the  newly-formed  Manchester  Exchange 
anglers  hold  their  inaugural  tea  and  social.  This  club,  it 
may  be  mentioned,  promises  to  be  very  strong  in  numbers. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

This  prosperous  association  held  its  annual  meeting, 
which  was  largely  attended,  at  the  headquarters,  Great 
Western  Hotel,  Reading. 

The  president  (Mr.  James  Simonds)  read  the  annual 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  cash  account,  which,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Creed,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Ferguson, 
was  unanimously  adopted.  The  following  is  extracted 
from  the  report 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  Sims,  seconded  by  Mr.  It.  B. 
Body,  C.C.,  Mr.  James  Simonds  was  re-elected  president, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  vice-presidents— Messrs.  R. 
Benyon,  A.  C.  Butler,  H.  Creed,  W.  Ferguson,  R.  B. 
Marston,  F.  C.  Parker  W.  W.  Ridley,  and  W.  Senior. 

Mr.  E.  Simmons  proposed  the  re  election  of  Mr.  Charles 
Stephens  as  hon.  treasurer,  and  of  Messrs.  Ferguson  and 
Creed  as  auditors ;  this  was  seconded  by  the  president,  and 
carried. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Butler,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Rose,  the  following  were  elected  the  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year Messrs.  A.  Berry,  W.  Bonny,  R.  B.  Body, 
S.  Biggs,  W.  Collins,  W.  G.  Flanagan,  P.  Geon,  It.  P. 
Harrison,  W.  Hickie,  A.  Hurley,  J.  W.  Lindars,  T.  Mackrill, 
W.  Berkeley  Monck,  J.  Sims,  H.  W.  Vcrcy,  G.  W.  Webb, 
Ernest  Simmons,  and  F.  Brown,  hon.  secretary. 

The  meeting  closed  witli  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president, 
moved  by  Mr.  Butler,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Creed. 

The  dinner  followed  at  the  hotel  and  was  largely 
attended,  nearly  fifty  gentlemen  sitting  down  to  an 
excellent  repast.  The  speeches,  songs,  &c.,  were  excellent, 
and  the  evening  was  much  enjoyed. 

Anglers  should  at  once  sea'ch  out  their  Wading  Trousers, 
Hoots,  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersous’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
E.C.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  •*  Norge  ”  Semi- Waders, 
ilie“Test"  Brogues,  ilie  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water¬ 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired,  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


Reports  from  Clulis 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwcll,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  16,  at  8.30. 
Notice.— The  Visiting  Lists  for  1891  are  now  ready,  also  the 
hon.  bailiff’s  instruction  cards,  which  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  secretary.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’ Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  18th  instant,  at  the  St.  Albans  and 
Excelsior  A.S.,  Royal  George,  New-street,  Kennington 
lark-road,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  brother 
anglers  present.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Allason  United  on  the  10th 
mst.  I  pon  the  roll  being  called  twelve  clubs  responded. 
There  was  a  whip  round  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.,  as  they  had 
not  got  a  box,  and  lam  glad  to  say  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Abrahams,  sen,  ten  shillings  was  collected.  The  next  visit 
will  be  paid  to  my  own  club,  the  Bostonians,  Dalby  Tavern, 
Dalby-street,  Kentish  Town,  on  Monday  week,  Feb.  23, 
when  I  hope  to  see  many  old  friends. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List.— Eastern 
District  No.  2.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list 
will  take  place  at  the  Wenlock  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Clothworkers’  Arms,  Arlington-street,  New  North- 
road.  As  this  will  be  their  first  visit  on  this  list  I  hope  all 
the  clubs  in  the  district  will  be  represented.  Notices  as  to 
date  will  be  sent  round  the  district. — F.  Tiiorling 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall. 
Glerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  twelve 
shillings  from  the  donation  box  of  the  United  Brothers 
Angling  Society.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  Second 
annual  visit  of  the  season  was  paid  to  the  above  society  on 
Tuesday,  February  10,  which  proved  an  immense  success, 
there  being  twelve  clubs  answering  to  the  roll  call.  As  we 
had  no  benevolent  box  we  passed  our  worthy  visiting 
officer’s  hat  round  and  collected  seven  shillings,  and  B. 
Abrahams.  Esq.  (Government  contractor),  put  another 
three  shillings  and  brought  the  amount  to  ten  shillings 
the  same  gentleman  gave  the  above  club  a  silver  cup  and 
shade  as  a  prize  to  be  fished  for,  and  we  must  wish  Mr. 
Jcnningslong  life,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  and  hope  their 
club  will  receive  a  bumptious  visit  on  the  23rd  inst  The 
harmony  continued  till  12.15.  The  chair  was  taken  by  B. 
Abrahams  jun. ;  vice,  G.  Turner.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— On  February  8  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out,  and  our  trays  were  well  filled  with  roach 
and  dace.  The  following  had  fish  :— J.  Reed,  11b.  lUoz  •  H 
Jefferies,  31b.  9ioz.;  H.  Wilson,  21b.  3joz.;  J.  Whiston  J 
Fairburn  and  Hastead  helped  to  fill  the  trays  with  roach 
dace  and  gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster  of 
members,  when  Mr.  J.  Pailes  weighed  in  31b.  7oz.  of  roach 
and  dace  ;  and  J.  Fairburn,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  W. 
Hastead  was  proposed  a  working  member.  I  wish  to  re'- 
niind  members  that  our  worthy  host’s  prize  of  fishing  tackle 
takes  place  at  Windsor  on  the  15th  during  the  Clerkenwell 
competition,  all  to  go  down  on  the  morning.— J.  Pailes 
secretary. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 

Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— Several  members  were 

out  on  the  8th  instant,  and  the  following  weighed  in : _ 

Mr.  Foster,  with  a  nice  show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Haynes  also  a 
nice  show  of  roach ;  Mr.  Harding,  jack  and  dace ;  and 
Mr.  Potter,  roach.  I  should  like  to  see  the  members  show 
up  on  Wednesday  next  as  there  is  some  special  business 
to  bring  forward.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun 
Great  Suiton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  the  8th  instant  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  in  the  club-room.  Mr.  W 
Embleton,  j  un.,  having  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  ’ 
Mr.  Hake,  having  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  chub ;  and 
Mr.  Munday,  having  some  good  roach,  but,  unfortunately 
was  too  late  to  weigh  in.  On  the  15th  instant  we  fish  for 
eight  prizes,  value  half-a-guinea  each,  at  Bourne  End  ;  all 
members  to  go  by  the  first  train.— E.  R.  Embleton,  jun 
secretary. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— I  am  very  pleased  to  report  that  on  the 
8th  inst.,  we  fished  a  match  from  Richmond  to  Teddington 
Lock,  with  the  result  that  four  out  of  the  seven  prizes  were 
taken.  Mr.  Bowling,  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  51b.  124oz  • 
Mr.  Palmer,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Shakel,  dace’ 
21b.  131oz. ;  Mr.  Smith,  dace,  with  enough  to  entitle  for  a 
prize.  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  to  hand  over  to  Mr. 
Clarke  of  the  Rodney  Piscatorial®,  treasurer  of  the  Conn 
Testimonial  fund,  the  sum  of  half  guinea  as  a  first  dona¬ 
tion,  which  will  be  handed  to  him  this  week.— A  G  - 
Smith,  sec. 

Anglers  Pride  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City 
Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  mem¬ 
bers  fished  for  our  monthly  prizes  on  the  8th  inst.,  at 
Datchet,  the  winners  being  Mr.  Howard,  first;  Mr.  Scutt 
second  ;  Mr.  Metcalf  and  myself  dead  heat  for  third.  Mr' 
Savage  weighed  in  chub  and  roach  from  the  Thames,  f 
am  pleased  to  state  the  next  visit  on  the  South  London 
List,  will  be  to  this  society,  which  will  take  place  on  Fri¬ 
day,  February  27.  I  hope  all  clubs  on  the  south  side  will 
strive  to  give  us  a  bumper  on  that  occasion.— J.  Tucker 
secretary. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel 
Queon’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Feb.  15  the  members  of 
this  club  will  fish  a  pegged-down  match  at  Pangbourne  for 
seven  prizes,  value  £5  5s.  ;  one  rod  ;  jack  barred.  Com¬ 
petitors  can  go  by  G.W.  or  L.  and  S.W.  Railway,  first 
train,  or  go  on  Saturday  evening,  but  must  meet  first  train 
at  Pangbourne  before  fishing.  On  Tuesday  last  an  in¬ 
teresting  discussion  took  place  on  the  standard  of  fish 
weighable  at  clubs,  in  which  several  visitors  took  part  all 
being  in  favour  of  increasing  the  same.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins 
was  elected  to  represent  our  society  on  a  committee  being 
foimed  for  arranging  a  challenge  cup  competition  amongst 
London  clubs.  On  the  8th  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins  weighed  in 
61b.  of  nice  l-oach  from  the  Thames,  Mr.  G.  Martin  also 
weighing  in  dace,  and  Mr.  H.  Martin  dace.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  for  final 
outing  of  the  season.— Geo.  Mumkord,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head 
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Grantee- road. —On  the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  W.  Streeton  weighed 
in  a  handsome  lot  of  roach,  viz.,  fifteen  lish  weighing 
lllb.  looz.  On  the  8th,  our  members  fished  a  competition 
for  seven  prizes  in  the  Thames,  with  the  following  result  • 
Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach,  71b.  13oz.,  first;  W.  Taylor.  41b.  12oz 
second;  H.  Bryan,  41b.  7oz.,  third  ;  Mr.  Allum,  4 ',1b.,  fourth; 
W.  Weller,  fifth  ;  I).  Dodson,  sixth  ;  T.  Brooke,  seventh  — 
A.  Conn.  sec. 

Blacluriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars-road.— Only  one  member 
had  anything  worth  recording  on  the  8th  inst.— Mr.  Fred 
Barker,  61b.  roach,  &c.  The  second  “  Evening  Reading  ” 
will  take  place  at  the  club-house  on  the  15th  inst.,  when 
Mr.  Deplidge  will  instruct  us  in  “  Thames  Angling.”  The 
chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  A.  O.  Cox  (“  Old  Isaac”).  All 
seats  free.  The  poorest  the  most  welcome.— G.  II. 
Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— The  above  fished  for 
prizes  on  the  8th  inst.,  Avhen  the  following  were  the  success¬ 
ful  ones  Mr.  Gill,  1st,  with  perch  ;  Brown,  2nd,  perch  ; 
Newton,  3rd,  perch.  Messrs.  Davis,  Pailes,  Youell,  Relf 
also  weighed  in  fish.  Mr.  Rich  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
jack  and  roach,  making  the  best  show  that  wc  have  had 
forr  some  time,  the  club-room  being  filled  with  members  and 
friends  to  see  the  fish.— D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — We  have  had  some 
fair  shows  of  fish  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Burning- 
liam,  101b.  roach  ;  Bernard.  71b.  roach  ;  Mayerle,  31b.  roach 
and  dace;  Jamieson,  roach  and  dace;  Ewin,  dace  • 
Nutkins,  roach,  one  lib.  (ioz. ;  Chapman,  jack  ;  Holman, 
dace;  Pearson,  jack,  Ijlb,  Our  return  visit  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  the  23rd  inst.— J.  H. 

Brechin  Angling  Club.— The  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  Brechin  Angling  Club  was  held  at 
the  Crown  Hotel  on  Monday  night,  when  the  following 
office  bearers  were  duly  elected.  President,  Mr.  D.  Murray; 
vice-president,  Mr.  Jas.  Strachan  ;  treasurer,  Ex  Bailie 
Cleft ;  secretary,  Mr.  Jas.  Dures.  The  competitions  of  the 
club  were  fixed  for  Ap.iil  15,  June  17,  and  July  22.— G.  M 

Bristol  Anglers’  Central  Association.— The  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  College-green  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  4,  at  seven  for  7.30  o’clock. 

E.  W.  B.  Villiers,  Esq.,  in  lhe  chair.  Tickets,  three  shillings 
each,  which  may  be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  the  secretaries  of  the  several  clubs,  or  from— J.  W 
Cundall,  hon.  sec.,  Carville,  Alexandra  Park,  Redland' 
Bristol. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W . — The  annual  supper  match  took  place 
at  W  indsor,  on  the  8th  inst.,  twenty-two  of  the  members 
competed,  and  Ave  had  a  most  enjoyable  day,  although  the 
takes  Avcre  not  very  large.  Mr.  BroAvn  took  the  first  prize, 
Mr.  E.  Briggs,  second ;  Mr.  Allcock,  third ;  and  Mr. 
Moodie,  fourth.  Mr.  Moodie  also  took  the  prize  for  the 
largest  roach,  Avith  a  fish  weighing  lib.  2',oz.  The  supper 
in  connection  Avith  this  match  will  take  place  at  the  club 
next  Wednesday  evening  at  eight  o’clock  sharp,  Avhen  we 
shall  be  very  pleased  for  any  friends  Avho  Avould  care  to 
join  us.  Tickets  for  supper,  Is.  9d.  each.  -H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
BrunsAAdck-road,  Bromley,  E.— Our  members  Averc  out  on 
the  8th  instant,  competing  for  Mr.  Howell’s  prize  for 
roach ;  also  for  one  added  by  Mr.  Wilson  for  jack.  The 
roach  prize  was  Avon  by  Mr.  J.  Watkins,  the  jack  prize  not 
being  taken.  During  the  match— which  Avas  a  roving  one 
—our  members  had  a  chance  of  seeing  the  great  loss  of  fish, 
owing  to  the  late  seA’erefrost,  for  there  were  some  hundreds 
of  roach  from  4in.  to  6in.,  as  Avell  as  a  few  bream  ;  also  a 
few  jack  going  from  21b.  to  31b.  each,  and  this  in  a  short 
stretch  of  Avater  of  less  than  one  mile.  Our  return  visit  on 
Tuesday  last  was  a  decided  success-  During  the  eA-ening 
four  prizes  Avere  distributed  as  follows  :— Mr.  F.  Goodwin 
a  cider  keg  for  specimen  roach ;  Mr.  Harley,  a  meerschaum 
pipe  and  case  for  jack;  Mr.  W.  Grainge.  a  cigar  holder 
and  case  for  jack  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Watkins,  a  table  lamp 
for  roach.  On  calling  the  roll  we  Avere  answered  by  three 
clubs  only— viz.,  Great  Eastern,  Sociable  Brothers,  and 
West  Ham  Brothers,  to  each  of  whom  we  tender  our 
grateful  thanks.  Members  please  attend  next  Tuesday,  as 
time  is  getting  short,  and  we  have  another  iack  prize  yet 
to  settle  and  arrange  for.— T.  H.,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  11S,  Hackney-road.— A  few 
of  our  members  were  out  on  t  he  8th,  but  were  unsuccess¬ 
ful  barring  Mr.  Donald  Flint,  who  brought  up  a  good  show 
of  roach.  We  fish  for  prizes  on  the  15th.  Members  to  sign 
on  Saturday,  the  14th,  at  the  club-house.-- J.  Pettie  sec 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King's 
Cross.— On  the  8th  ult.,  Messrs.  Biggs,  Jun.  ;  Richards, 
Roberts,  Ashton,  Bturman,  Avcighcd  in  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Thames,  and  a  very  creditable  show  they  con¬ 
tributed.  The  next  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.U.V.L.,  takes 
place  at  the  above  society's  large  club  room,  on  the  18th 
inst.,  Avhen  all  anglers  and  friends  are  most  cordially  in¬ 
vited.  Chair  taken  at  9p.m.  sharp.  A  special  meeting  is 
called  for  25th  inst,  for  election  of  chairman  and  vice¬ 
chair,  and  all  members  are  respectfully  requested  to 
attend.— C.  Robert?,  hon.  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  the  8th  inst.  our  trays  were 
filled  by  the  following  members  :— Mr.  King,  roach  •  Mr 
Bixall,  jack  ;  Mr.  Marshall,  roach  Mr.  W.  White,  dace’ 
Mr.  C.  Chapman,  dace;  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  roach  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  C.  Sharp,  dace.— E.  T.  WniTE,  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
\\  instanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.-Wc  had  quite 
a  strong  muster  on  the  8th  instant,  it  being  the  occasion  of 
our  match,  the  following  being  successful :— Mr.  Moore, 
first,  31b.  8Joz.  bream  ;  Mr.  Turner,  second,  21b.  84oz.  roach  ; 
Mr.  Collis,  third,  21b.  :|oz.  roach;  Mr.  Tringham,  jun., 
fourth,  21b.  dace;  and  Mr.  A.  Bowater,  roach.  Mr. 
Robinson  Aveighed  in  a  nice  take  of  roach,  lllb.,  from 
Staines.— A.  Troavbridue,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United _ The  next  visit  on 

the  aboATe  Avill  be  to  the  Burton  Piscatorials,  held  at  the 
Globe  Tavern,  Derby-street,  King's  Cross,  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  Feb.  18.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society _ A  concert  will 

take  place  at  the  headquarters  of  this  club,  the  Duke  of 
^  ork,  Gloucester-street,  Clerkenwell,  the  occasion  being 
the  benefit  of  1!.  Jelliman.  the  oldest  member  of  the  club 
"  ho  is  now  lying  dangerously  ill.  Anglers  and  friends  are 
cordially  invitel.—J.  W.  Power,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Ivensal-road, 
»'  .—Although  several  of  our  members  Avere  out  on  Feb.  8 
only  tAvo  Avere  successful— viz.,  Mr.  H.  Underwood,  Avith 
two  jack,  Aveighing  81b.  lloz.,  in 'one  of  which  was  a  small 
jack,  Aveighing  .'.lb. ;  Mr.  F.  CouckAvell  Aveighed  in  roach 
lib-  7oz.  Yesterday  (9th  Feb.),  Mr.  E.  George  had  a  fine 
shoAv  of  jack,  roach,  and  dace  (the  largest  jack  a  pretty- 
fish  of  81b.),  the  Avhole  lot  weighing  1511b.  1  beg  to  remind 
members  that  the  next  match  will  take  place  at  TaploAV, 


from  1  oultcr  s  Lock  to  Chain  Ferry  ;  roving ;  tAvo  rods ;  all 
fish  to  weigh ;  catch  otvn  lWe-bait ;  proceed  by  8.25  a.m. 
from  vv  ostbourne  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train,  and  re¬ 
port  to  nearest  member  ;  register  fish  not  later  than  seven 
p.m.  at  the  Dumb-Bell  Hotel,  and  return  from  TaploAV  by 
the  8.12  p.m.  train,  and  proceed  direct  to  the  club  to  weigh 
in,  or  be  disqualified.— J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

eorinthia11  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  1  addington,  W. — Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson  had  a  good 
snow  of  jack  during  tho  week,  and  Messrs.  N.  B.  Brown 
and  H.  Sharratt  had  a  very  fine  take  of  roach,  several 
reaching  over  lib.  Several  others  have  been  out  with  but 
little  success.— Alf.  Evans,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  theBrownloAV  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  the  8th  inst.,  my  members  com¬ 
peted  in  the  Lea,  at  Rye  House,  for  the  six  remaining 
prizes  left  over  from  the  match  at  Uxbridge.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  competitors  Avere  Messrs.  W.  Richardson,  Webber, 
Leggo,  and  Rodwell.  Members  please  attend  on  Tuesday- 
next  to  decide  Avhen  the  remaining  prizes  shall  be  fished 
jn  Tllesday>  the  10th  inst.,  fifty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  supper,  prepared  by  Mr.  Peck, 
our  host,  which  gave  great  satisfaction.  After  the  cloth 
was  removed,  the  usual  toasts  were  drunk,  most  notable 
the  health  of  our  president,  Avho  responded  in  a  most  able 
manner,  he  informing  the  gentlemen  present  that  ho  was 
willing  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  D.A.S.  to  the  utter¬ 
most  of  his  power,  and  that  he  should  endeaA7our  to  do 
more  in  the  future  than  he  had  done  in  the  past,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  officers.  The  usual  harmony  Avas  in¬ 
dulged  in,  the  following  gentlemen  rendering  most  able 
assistance  : — V.  Meed  Bowers,  W.  Midson,  Cannell,  Town- 
drow,  Ward,  Isaccas,  Poeock,  Flowers,  McEwen,  Hills, 
Dyke,  Granfield,  Fortescue,  Malby.  Messrs.  Rodwell  and 
J ordan  assisted  most  ably  Avith  violin  and  piano.  The  har¬ 
mony  was  kept  up  till  the  last  moment,  nobody  being 
willing  to  leave  such  good  swims.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.— 
Members  are  reminded  that  Mr.  Hazlewood’s  prize  of  one 
guinea  is  to  he  fished  for  on  the  15th  inst.  Boundary  match 
between  Rye  House  Bridge  and  St.  Margaret’s  Lock. 
Gross  weight  of  any  kind  of  fish  (mentioned  in  book  of 
rules)  to  Avin.  Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at  7.23  a.m., 
and  Tottenham  Hale  at  7.50  a.m.— J.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

.  Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Avay  House,  Earls- 
held.— The  members  of  this  society  competed  for  three 
prizes  on  the  8th  inst.  at  Chertsey,  but  only  tAvo  were  taken, 
Mr.  Fowler  (roach)  and  Mr.  Winkworth  (perch).  A  special 
general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  the  25th,  to 
discuss  important  business.— R.  W.  Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 
N.— We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on  the  8th  instant,  by 
Mr.  Hall,  with  a  jack,  and  Mr.  Carbon,  with  a  few  dace. 
Other  members  out,  hut  no  success. — A.  Payne,  see. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— There  was  a  capital  show  of  fish  at 
the  club  on  the  8th  inst.,  brought  in  by  Maybury,  Taylor, 
King,  Mears,  Devon,  Mears.  There  was  a  large  attendance 
on  Tuesday  night,  AArhen  it  was  decided  to  fish  for  prizes 
on  the  22nd  inst.  at  Pangbourne.  The  train  leaves  Pad¬ 
dington  at  9  o’clock  a.m.— R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  the  1st  inst.,  the  members 
pf  the  above  were  out,  when  Mr.  W.  Carr  had  a  brace  of 
jack,  81b. 8oz.,  and  31b.  of  roach;  largest  roach  Aveighing 
lib.  8fOZ.,  Mr.  J.  Grande  also  weighed  roach.  At  our 
meeting  on  Tuesday  night  last,  Mr.  Charles  Webb  Avas 
elected  an  honorary  member— G.  F.  Weaa'er,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— We  anticipated 
a  good  shoAv  of  fish  on  the  8th  and  were  reAVarded,  the 
following  members  weighing  in  some  good  sIioavs  of  roach 
from  the  Thames :  —  A.  Hamtidge,  71b.  5oz.,  one  fish 
lib.  IJoz.;  J.  A.  Fitch,  51b.  5oz.;  C.  Watling,  jun.,  121b.  (ioz.; 

F.  Watling,  181b.  lloz.;  0.  Large,  91b.  8oz.;  J.  Cooper, 
31b.  Ioz.;  J.  Snell,  21b.  12oz.;  J.  HeAvitt,  lib.;  H.  Watling, 
21b.  9oz„  one  fish  lib.  2ioz.;  F.  Johnson,  14oz.;  R.  Hughes, 
9oz.  From  other  waters,  H.  Proehl,  31b.;  J.  K.  Fitch, 
81b.  lloz  ;  W.  Parkin,  lllb.  (ioz.;  E.  Horn,  lib.  3oz.;  all  roach. 
Total,  881b.  7oz.  Our  Central  Association  visit  took  place 
on  the  9th,  C.  Watling,  jun.,  in  the  chair.  The  visit  was  a 
great  success,  the  large  room  and  all  parts  of  the  house  Avas 
crowded,  twenty-nine  clubs  responding  to  the  roll.  Space 
will  not  permit  me  to  mention  the  names  of  the  numerous 
friends,  both  Arocal  and  instrumental,  who  contributed  to 
the  harmony  of  the  evening.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid 
to  the  Independent  Brothers.  Several  members  are  out  on 
the  war-path  this  week,  of  which  I  Avill  give  particulars 
next  week.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— There  Avas  a  very  well 
attended  meeting  last  Tuesday,  and  after  the  ordinary 
business  had  been  transacted  some  angling  reminiscences 
Avere  given  by  Messrs.  Parker,  Fletcher,  Bentley,  Young, 
Close  and  Dr.  Brunton.  Arrangements  AArere  made  for  the 
annual  dinner  on  March  17.  Two  valuable  books  were 
added  to  the  library  by  the  G.  E.  Railway,  and  one  by  Mr. 
Bentley,  and  the  donors  Avere  suitably  thanked.  Dr.  Brun¬ 
t-on  has  selected  a  silver  challenge  cup,  which  he  intends 
presenting  to  the  society  for  specimen  fish,  to  be  held  by 
the  Avinner  for  one  year,  and  his  name  to  be  engraAmd  oh 
it,  and  a  unanimous  ATote  of  thanks  Avas  passed  to  Dr. 
Brunton.  At  the  roach  competition  at  Eelvedon  next 
Tuesday  the  prizes  will  be  books,  worth  a  guinea,  given  by 
the  hon.  librarian,  and  some  article  worth  a  guinea  given 
by  the  society.  Competing  members  to  leaAre  Liverpool- 
street,  at  9.3  a.m. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  Sth  inst. 
a  very  good  show  of  lish  was  brought  here  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  Mr.  Brink,  roach;  Mr.  A.  Fish,  chub  and  roach; 
Mr.  Halsford,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Braham,  jun.,  roach 
and  dace.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Plimsoll  Hotel,  St. 
Thomas’s-road,  Finsbury  Park.— Despite  the  many  draw¬ 
backs  by  the  state  of  the  rivers,  consequent  on  the  late 
severe  weather,  a  fair  sprinkle  of  our  members  have  been 
on  the  Avar  path  with  very  satisfactory  results,  Most 
notably  I  may  mention  the  folloAving  Mr.  Wymer,  Mr, 
Rutherford,  Mr.  Charles  Rose,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  Devon¬ 
shire.  We  haA'e  a  valuable  assortment  of  prizes  to  be 
angled  for,  and  in  view  of  the  approaching  close  of  the 
season,  members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  meeting 
nights.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  inst. 
Messrs.  T.  Haycox  Aveighed  in  9) lb.  roach  and  dace ;  S. 
Cole,  roach  and  dace  ;  G.  H.  Wood  and  W.  Norman,  jack. 
The  members  Avill  fish  for  special  prizes  on  the  15th  at  Rye 
House,  to  leave  London  by  the  9.8  a.m.  train. — R.  Ghurney, 
sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — We  had  a  very 
nice  show  of  fish  on  the  Sth  inst.,  the  result  of  our  labours 
at  Taplow  in  our  competition.  The  following  Avere  the 


winners:  Messrs.  Alec  Pain,  first;  R.  Gordon,  second  ;F. 

third ;  all  with  roach  ;  Mr.  Gordon  also  taking  Mr. 
1  hillip  s  prize  for  the  largest  fish,  whilst  Mr.  A.  Pain  took 
the  medal  in  addition  to  other  prizes.  Mess.  Harris.  T. 
Morris,  and  Pope  had  roach;  Mr.  Wilson,  roach  and 
gudgeon  ;  Mr.  E.  Morris,  a  nice  chub.  The  three  last- 
named  Avere  not  in  the  match.  We  take  our  Arisit  on  the 
Central  Association  on  February  24.  Notices  will  be  issued 
as  usual  to  all  friends.  On  the  22nd  inst.  we  shall  fish  oil 
our  prizes  at  Taplow.  All  donors  to  this  club  are  reminded 
that  any  prizes  not  being  taken  are  fished  for  as  avc  arrange 
tnern  for  the  List  two  or  three  Sundays.  Mr.  Crumplen 
has  kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  to  us  on  March  17. 
t  uller details  latter  on.— Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road.— At  our  meeting  on  Thursday  last,  the  minutes 
ot  previous  meeting  Avere  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  Cully 
in  the  chair.  It  was  arranged  to  have  a  pegged  doAvn 
match  at  Taplow  on  the  22nd  Feb.,  for  several  prizes.  Our 
delegate  gave  a  very  satisfactory  report  from  the  Central 
A.b.  On  the  8th  inst.,  several  of  our  members  were  out  the 
following  weighed  in— Mr.  Croker,  lib.  Ioz.  of  roach  and 
dace ;  Mr.  Willsher,  roach ;  Mr.  Holder,  roach.— J.  H 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  com¬ 
peted  for  six  special  prizes  on  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  W  II. 
Hawkes  secured  first  honours  Avith  a  jack  which  sealed 
olb.  lUoz.;  Mr.  R.  Farmer,  second  with  two  iack,  51b.  7oz.: 
Mr.  J.  I  eatherstone  was  third  Avith  a  jack,  51b.  2Joz  •  Mr 
C.  Hayward,  fourth, with  31b.  5oz.  of  roach;  Mr.  C.  Layton’ 
fifth,  with  21b.  10.‘,oz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  T.  Harris,  sixth,  with 
lib.  3Joz.  of  roach  ;  Messrs.  A.  Furlong,  J.  Poole,  It.  Bulli- 
more,  and  G.  Bliss  also  weighed  in  roach  and  perch  on  the 
same  day.  Messrs.  Wt  H.  Mecham,  T.  Goodwin  and  H 
Butt  weighed  in  roach  on  Wednesday,  the  11th  inst.  Mr. 

G.  Riches  had  jack  on  the  same  day.  The  members  will 
compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  22nd  inst.  at 
Hatfield  Peveril ;  also  for  three  specials  on  Wednesday, 
L5th  inst.  Competitors  may  choose  their  0A\m  fishing 
waters  for  the  Wednesday  prizes.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  tho  Sth 
mst.  the  following  members  Aveighed  in  dace  from  tho 
Thames  :-Mr.  Ide,  21b.  9oz.;  Mr.  Onree,  Rib. ;  and  the 
Brothers  Challen,  21b.  A  new  member  was  proposed  at 
our  last  meeting,  and  will  be  balloted  for  on  Tuesday 
next.— A.  Ide,  sec. 


Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Wheat- 
sheaf  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road.—  Our  annual  concert,  which 
took  place  on  the  6th  inst.,  was  a  pronounced  success,  tho 
r<u?m  k®mg  crowded  to  such  an  extent  that  many  wore  un¬ 
able  to  get  a  seat.  The  following  artists  kindly  gave  their 
sei’A'ices,  Ariz ; — Messrs.  T.  Vine,  Ted  Searle  (by  kind  per- 
nnssion  of  Mrs.  E.  Kennion,  lessee  of  the  A thenreum, 
Goldhawk-road),:  W.  Lang,  Harry  Taylor,  Conrad  King, 
Claude  Porter,  George  Barton,  G.  W.  Turner,  Leanaixl 
Lees  (of  the  Savoy  Theatre,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  R. 
D  Oyley  Carte),  A.  Newcombe,  T.  W.  Watson,  A.  Ben  well, 
and  C.  J.  Ben  well,  the  latter  very  kindly  consenting  to 
act  as  accompanist  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  T. 
Hazzledine.  Messrs.  W.  H.  Rogers  and  James  AshdoAvn 
were  prevented  from  singing  in  consequence  of  bad  colds. 
One  of  the  songs  (comic)  entitled  “The  Jolly  Anglers’ 
Club,”  was  specially  written  for  our  association.  The 
following  clubs  amongst  others  were  represented,  viz:- 
Gorin  thian,  West  London  (a  member  of  which.  Mr. 
HolloAvay,  occupied  the  vice-chair  during  a  portion  of  the 
evening),  Silner  Trout-,  Westbourne  Park,  &c-,  &c. 
L  or  fear  of  being  taken  to  task  by  the  editor  for  occupying 
too  much  space,  i  delay  sending  in  until  next  week  the 
names  of  our  members  Avho  have  been  out  on  the  beat-cn 
track  and  have  succeeded  in  staggering  to  the  club  house 
under  the  united  Aveiglit  of  their  tackle  (and  they  carrv 
much  of  it)  and  fish.— Crystal  Hook. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan.  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville.— On  the  Sth  inst.  a  good  many 
of  our  members  Avere  out,  the  following  having  fish  — 
Messrs.  White,  Webster,  Watling,  and  Bosley,  roach  and 
dace  ;  Messrs.  Porter  and  Belton,  dace.  On  tho  15th inst.  the 
members  of  the  above  fish  for  Mr.  Murray’s  prize  of 
10s.  6d.,  gross  weight  of  all  fish,  a.ny  waters.— W.  Watling. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  wo 
had  a  fine  show  of  fish  by  the  following  Messrs.  Biggs, 
a  fine  show  of  roach,  heaviest,  lib. ;  W.  Lovett,  roach  ;  and 
Carter,  roach ;  total,  251b.  A  select  smoking  concert  will 
be  held  at  the  above  on  Saturday,  Feb.  21,  on  behalf  of 
George  Barr,  who  met  Avith  a  severe  accident  last  August, 
and  is  still  under  the  doctor’s  hands.  I  am  sorry  to 
announce  that  our  old  and  esteemed  member,  Mr.  T. 
Thompson,  has  gone  over  to  the  great  majority.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  E.  C.  Morgan  weighed  a  nice  little  jack.— 
J.  W.  Biggs,  sec. 


Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel 
LHerpool. — Our  meeting  last  Aveek  Avas  again  aa7c1 
attended,  members  Avho  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  turn 
ing  up  coming  forward  on  this  occasion,  and  causing  the 
proceedings  to  pass  off  with  eclat,  and  the  executiA-c 
earnestly  hope  members  will  keep  up  the  good  start  that 
has  been  made  this  year  in  attendance.  The  committee 
decided  that  the  fee  for  honorary  membership  shall  remain 
at  vl  per  annum,  with  privilege  cards,  and  that  the 
prizes  for  specimen  fish,  nine  classes,  be  the  same  as  last 
year,  10s.  6d.  each.  Two  hon.  members  were  duly  elected 
and  one  nominated,  making  a  total  of  six  so  far  this  year. 
After  the  business  had  been  got  through,  9.30,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  evening  was  passed  in  music,  singing  and 
general  social  interchanges,  and  right  pleasantly  tho 
minutes  passed  away.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones,  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Spencer  and  tho 
visitors  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  proper  finish.  The 
next  social  evening  is  March  the  5th,  Avhich  Ave  will  try 
to  make  a  greater  success  than  the  foregoing. — It. 
Woolfall. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society.  Pine  Apple,  Carlislc- 
street,  EdgAvare-road,  W. — On  the  8th  inst.,  our  members 
were  at  various  stations  on  the  Thames  and  canal,  Avhen 
we  had  some  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Milbum  Avith  a  good 
show  of  roach;  Messrs.  Sansom,  Clark.  Pearce  and 
brothers  Fisher  haA7ing  jack  and  roach,— W.  Pearce. 

Midland  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  Kings- 
road,  Camden  Toavii. — Several  of  our  members  AArere  out 
on  the  Sth,  and  wc  had  a  fair  show  of  fish.  The  follow¬ 
ing  members  weighed  in  :— J.  Clarke,  roach  and  dace  ;  T. 
Hull,  roach  ;  J.  Cooper,  roach  ;  W.  Mogg,  roach.  We  fish 
for  three  prizes  on  Feb.  22nd  at  Amberley. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — On  Tuesday  our 
meeting  aa-us  well  patronised  by  the  members  to  Avelcomo 
our  new  president,  Mr.  J.  Dyer,  and  I  hope  they  Avill  come 
up  on  future  nights  in  the  same  A\7ay.  Several  members 
were  out  last  Aveek,  the  most  successful  being  Mr.  C. 
Oliver,  Avho  showed  a  nice  tray  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes  also  took  place,  and  the 
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evening  wound  up  in  harmony  amongst  the  members.— 

J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— We  had  a  magnificent  show  of  fish  at  our  meeting 
on  Thursday,  12th  inst.,  when  Mr.  Grimmett  weighed  in 
—as  the  result  of  three  days’  fishing  in  the  Avon— 991b. 
lOoz.  of  roach  and  pike.  Mr.  Newbury  also  weighed  in 
61b.  5joz.  of  chub  and  roach  from  Wraysbury;  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Matthews  21b.  7joz.  from  Staines.  Our  competi¬ 
tion  on  the  19th  inst.  takes  place  at  Bures  ;  no  member  to 
start  before  the  first  train  on  the  morning  in  question. — A. 

K.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

North  Lamboth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14, 
South-street,  Lambeth.— Several  of  our  members  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  weather  and  have  been  out  twice 
this  month,  the  result  being  a  nice  show  of  dace,  being 
weighed  in  by  the  following  gentlemen Messrs.  Bowles, 
Lever  and  Mann.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
the  10th  inst.,  and  after  the  minutes  were  read  and  passed 
and  our  usual  business  gone  through,  the  meeting  was  ad¬ 
journed,  so  as  to  enable  our  members  to  attend  the  visit 
of  the  United  Brothers  at  Deptford.  Members  must  hurry 
up  for  the  prizes  before  the  end  of  the  season,  as  time  is 
short.  I  must  remind  members  that  subscriptions  are  now 
due.— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon.  sec. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Havcrstock  Hill.— On  the  8th  inst.  we  had  a  very  fair  show 
of  fish,  considering  the  weather.  Mr.  Hart,  jack  and 
roach,  one  fish  going  close  upon  81b. ;  Pritchard,  dace  ; 
Bacon,  dace.— J.  G.,  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Beyenden-street,  East-road,  Hoxton. — On  the  8th  inst., 
owing  to  the  improved  conditions  in  fishing,  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  members  weighed  in 
fish  at  our  headquarters  :  Messrs.  Foster,  a  nice  show  of 
jack,  roach,  and  bream;  F.  Neville,  jack;  and  Harrison, 
perch  and  roach.— J.  Cutiibert. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
grove. — The  remainder  of  the  club  prizes,  six  in  number, 
were  fished  for  on  the  8th  inst.  at  Bourne  End,  the  mem¬ 
bers  meeting  with  more  success  than  the  preceding  week, 
five  of  them  being  won  by  the  following  in  order  named  :— 
Crawley,  Porter,  Neal,  Robins  and  Whitford.  The  above 
have  also  voted  eleven  shillings  towards  the  Manning  Testi¬ 
monial  Fund.— W.  B. 

Rifle  Angling  Society,  Fulham  Palace-road,  Fulham. 
—A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Feb. 
18th,  at  8.30  sharp,  to  arrange  the  last  outing  of  the' season 
and  other  business.  The  only  fish  weighed  in  was  by  Mr. 
Carter  on  the  8th inst.,  nearly  111b.,  from  Twickenham,  out 
with  C.  Brown. — C.  Stevens,  secretary. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
Magpie,  GreatBath-street,  Clerken well. —The  members  of 
this  club  have  arranged  to  fish  a  peg-down  match,  at  Surly 
Hall,  on  the  22nd  inst.,  for  five  prizes.  On  the  8tli  inst.  Mr. 
Sharpless  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.—  J.[Skinner, 
secretary. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— At  our  last  meeting,  it  was  decided  that  our 
monthly  competition  shall  take  place  at  Twickenham  on 
February  22nd.  Will  the  members  who  wish  to  compete, 
be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  on  or  before  February 
13th,  to  enable  me  to  order  the  punts!  The  prizes  are  21s., 
15s.,  10s.,  and  6s.  6d.  On  the  8th  inst.  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  weighed  in  roach,  dace,  and  chub— Messrs.  Mitchell, 
Line,  Tidmarsh,  Lamberton  senr.  and  junr.,  Davis,  Wigley, 
and  E.  W.  Pyne,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Totten- 
ham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— On  Feb.  8th  our  trays 
wore  again  filled  with  a  splendid  show  of  fish  from  the 
Thames  from  Messrs.  Hewitt,  Guynon,  Hughes,  Harris, 
jun.,  Hyde,  in  fact  the  best  show  seen  in  our  room  for 
months,  and  I  trust  next  week  we  shall  improve  on  the 
last.  On  Wednesday  last  our  usual  meeting  took  place 
(Mr.  Trotter  in  the  chair), when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  passed  as  read.  I  begjto  inform  members  that 
quarterly  night  will  be  February  25th,  when  I  hope  the 
books  will  be  cleared  and  all  present  to  arrange  for  our 
next  and  last  outing.— F.  C.  Longland,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman- 
road,  North  Bow.— Our  four  prizes,  as  reported  last  week, 
were  competed  for  and  won  on  the  8th  inst.,  producing  a 
good  display  of  nice  roach,  several  verging  on  the  pound; 
Messrs.  Stanley,  Day,  Perry  and  Holden  being  the  fortu¬ 
nate  winners.  Messrs.  A.  and  G.  Barclay  also  showed 
some  splendid  roach;  Mr.  Day  also  showed  on  Tuesday 
three  splendid  roach.— J.  Jones,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— On  the  8th  inst.,  several  members 
were  out  fishing.  Mr.  Stone  had  a  very  nice-conditioned 
jack  from  the  Thames;  Messrs.  J.  Wright,  George  George, 
J.  T.  Wright,  and  H.  R.  R.  Wright,  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
from  the  Lea.  Circular  read  (re  Conn  Testimonial)  before 
the  members,  who  promised  their  support,  all  being  unani¬ 
mous  in  knowing  that  the  support  of  all  clubs  on  the 
S.L.U.V.  List  would  respond  willing  to  it.— J.  Wright,  sec, 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chal  ton- 
street,  Euston-road. —  On  the  1st  inst.  several  members 
were  out,  but  did  not  meet  with  much  sport.  Only  two 
weighed  in,  Messrs.  E.  Wright,  roach;  and  W.  North, 
roach.  On  the  8th  inst.  members  were  out  in  strong  force, 
when  the  following  weighed  in  Messrs.  E.  Wright,  chub 
and  roach ;  W.  North,  roach,  61b.  2:{oz. ;  J.  Petrie, 
roach,  131b.  loz.  ;  J.  Barnes,  roach  and  dace,  41b. 
4oz.  Several  of  our  members  will  compete  in  the 
C.  and  D.U.V.L.,  at  Windsor,  on  the  15th  inst.  On 
February  22nd  an  outing  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne, 
when  six  valuable  prizes  will  be  fished  for.  For  further 
particulars  members  must  attend  at  the  club  house,  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  oblige.— S.  Cane,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  the  8th,  inst..,  Messrs. 
Jacobs  and  Massey  had  some  jack  ;  10th,  Mr.  Massey  had 
a  few  chub ;  we  made  and  proposed  some  now  members. 
On  Tuesday  next  all  members  who  are  interested  in  our 
next  outing,  which  it  has  been  proposed  shall  take  place  on 
March  1  at  Moulsford,  are  specially  requested  to  attend  to 
make  all  necessary  arrangements.— Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  E.- On  the  8th  we  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members:  Messrs.  W.  Hooper,  roach  ;  J.  Breedon, 
■■ack  ;  W.  H.  Shead,  jack.  On  the  15th  wc  fish  a  pegged- 
down  match  for  nine  prizes  at  Chelmsford  ;  one  rod  only  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules  ;  and  I  hope  the 
members  will  show  up  a  little  better  than  they  have  done 
lately.— W.  H.  Shead. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon- 
235,  Camberwell-road.— On  10th  inst.  members  fished  at  St. 
Margarets,  but  only  three  had  fish.  To-day,  Wednesday 
three  fished  at  Bures  and  finished  up  the  week-day  prizes 
for  this  season.  On  15th  inst.  we  fish  for  five  prizes.  Mem¬ 
bers  please  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  business.— J.  J.F. 


South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— A 

visit  of  the  clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  list,  was  paid  to 
the  United  Brothers  on  the  10th  inst.,  and,  I  am  pleased  to 
say  was  a  decided  success ;  their  large  club  room  being 
well  filled.  On  the  roll  being  called  by  G.  H.  Field,  Esq., 
the  president  of  the  list ;  the  following  seventeen  clubs 
responded :— Bermondsey  Brothers,  Second  Surrey,  Rod¬ 
ney,  Anchor  and  Hope  South  London,  Wellington, 
Peckham  Brothers,  Anglers’ Pride,  Battersea  Friendly,  St. 
Alban’s  and  Excelsior,  St.  George's,  Greenwich,  North 
Lambeth,  St.  Thomas’s  Woolwich,  Invicta,  Alma  and 
United  Brothers.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Anglers 
Pride,  due  notice  of  date  next  week.— A  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve 
Hoxton-strcet,  N.— A  competion  for  three  prizes  took  place 
in  the  river  Medway,  on  the’  8th  inst.,  with  the  following 
result :— T.  Gretton,  lib.  12oz.  roach,  first ;  S.  Orrow, 
11b.  2oz.  roach,  second.  The  third  prize  not  taken,  will 
be  fished  for  with  the  next  series.— T.  Gretton. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.  A  punt 
match  will  be  fished  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  Twickenham  ; 
punts  to  be  had  from  the  Two  Sawyers.  Members  can  fish 
from  the  bank  anywhere  for  club  prizes.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  out  on  the  8th  inst.  had  fair  takes  of  fish.— H.  Reaves, 
sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of  the 
above  society  were  out  on  the  8th,  with  the  following 
result:— Mr.  J.  Payne,  a  nice  catch  of  roach  ;  S.  Cockerton, 
bream.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but  returned 
with  blanks.  Members  of  the  above  will  fish  a  match  on 
March  1,  from  Windsor  to  Bray  Lock,  for  several  money 
prizes.— H.  Tyler. 

Walham  Green  and  Fulham  Angling  Society.— 

The  members  of  the  above  society  held  their  usual  weekly 
meeting  at  the  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham-road,  S.W.,  Mr. 
H.  Sutchall  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meet¬ 
ing  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  general  business  trans¬ 
acted.  Mr.  E.  Fox  was  duly  proposed  as  a  member.  Since 
my  last  I  have  to  report  that  several  of  our  members  have 
been  out,  the  only  member  to  weigh  in  being  Mr.  W. 
Warner,  with  71b.  3oz.  of  dace  and  bream  from  Twicken¬ 
ham.— Sutchall,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday,  Feb.  11,  we  had 
a  good-attended  meeting,  when  Mr.  C.  T.  Stokes  was  pro¬ 
posed  as  a  fishing  member.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  weighed  in 
111b.  5oz.  of  good  roach ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp,  31b.  6Joz.  of  dace, 
for  the  competition  on  the  loth  Feb.  It  was  proposed, 
seconded,  and  carried  that  we  fish  a  bank  match  in  the 
Thames,  from  Caversham  Lock  to  Tilehurst :  all  competi¬ 
tors  to  go  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  by  the  train  that 
leaves  Waterloo,  South-Western  Railway,  8.35;  book  to 
Reading.  There  are  six  prizes :  First,  cash,  .€1  Is. ;  second, 
cash,  el  Is. ;  third,  cash,  10s.  6d. ;  fourth,  splendid  winch  in 
leather  case ;  fifth,  cash,  10s.  6d. ;  sixth,  cash,  10s.  6d. — C. 
Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  it 
was  resolved  to  fish  for  the  two  prizes  not  taken  in  the 
January  match  go  where  you  like,  on  the  8th  inst,,  at  the 
match  Mr.  Jenkins  was  first ;  Mr.  C.  Wright,  second  :  Mr. 
Gordon,  third ;  Mr.  Wyre,  fourth.  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Crocker  also  had  fish.  The  supper  on  Wednesday 
next  is  for  a  quarter  to  eight  sharp,  as  there  are  only 
twenty  one  members  going  to  set  down,  I  hope  the  other 
members  will  show  up  afterwards.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— On  the  8th  inst., 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  the  successful  ones  being 
Messrs.  Smith  with  31b.  lOoz.  of  roach  and  dace,  the 
largest  roach  scaling  lib.  10oz.;  Parslow,  roach,  41b.  7joz.  ; 
Anderson,  roach,  lib.  15joz.  We  fish  for  prizes  on  15th 
inst.  between  the  Fish  and  Eels  and  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge, 
a  roving  competition,  9  o  clock  train  from  Liverpool-street. 
Our  return  visit  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Monday,  February  23,  when  all  clubs  will  be  met  with  a 
hearty  reception.— W.  Mercer,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavernt 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square,  W.-We  had  a  splen¬ 
did  gathering  on  Wednesday  last,  Feb.  14,  when  we  were 
honoured  with  a  visit  by  Mr.  Callingham,  the  president  of 
the  Silver  Trout  Society,  and  several  other  friends.  Our 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Rider,  weighed  in  over  41b.  of  roach, 
and  Mr.  C.  Wood  nearly  41b.  A  smoking  concert  was  also 
held,  and  a  lengthy  programme  contributed.  A  most  enioy- 
able  evening  was  spent  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W. 
H.  Rider.supported  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Warner  as  vice-chairman. 
On  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  Cromor  weighed  in  a  couple  of  jack 
which,  considering  the  severe  weather  we  have  lately  ex¬ 
perienced,  was  encouraging  to  other  members  to  turn  out 
and  try  their  luck-— D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— Our  members  were  out  on  8th  inst., 
and  the  following  weighed  in  fish  ."—Messrs.  W.  Cox, 
91b.  8oz.  of  roach;  E.  Parga,  61b.  94oz.  of  jack ;  O.  Lloyd, 
61b.  84oz.  of  jack  and  dace ;  F.  Hunt,  31b.  14joz.  of  jack ;  R. 
Lowther,  31b.  14oz.  of  roach ;  J.  Newton,  lib.  104oz.  of 
roach ;  F.  Horner,  21b.  lOoz.  of  roach  ;  and  Goodrich,  roach, 
the  first  this  season.  I  hope  our  members  will  not  forget 
the  match  at  Ware  on  the  15th.  All  to  go  down  on  the 
morning  of  the  match  at  7.39  a.m.  from  Stratford.— R. 
Lowther. 

Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

—At  a  meeting  of  the  above  society,  held  on  the  4th  inst., 
at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  Eton,  it  was  decided  that  1,000 
yearling  trout  from  Howieton,  Stirling,  should  be  distri¬ 
buted  as  follows  :— 100  at  the  head  of  the  “  Cobbler,”  near 
Windsor  Bridge,  400  in  the  Windsor  Weir  Stream  and  the 
“  Needles  ”  below,  100  in  the  “  Upper  Hope”  reach,  Clewer; 
100  on  the  shallows,  near  Surly  Hall  Hotel ;  100  in  the 
Countess  of  Wilton’s  water,  near  Oakley  Court;  and  lOOin 
the  neighbourhood  of  Monkey  Island.  Accordingly  several 
members  of  the  committee,  Messrs.  Bambridge,  Beasley, 
Betteridge,  Hollingworth,  Howlett,  Jonhs,  Plummer, 
Stevenson,  and  Wright  waited  at  the  G.W.R.  station, 
Windsor,  on  Saturday  morning  last  and  we  had  the  fish 
conveyed  to  the  Windsor  Ferry,  all  being  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition,  and  in  a  very  short  time  were  let  loose  in  their  new 
home. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society  waz  held  on  Wednesday 
last.  It  is  intended  to  hold  a  club  outing  on  Saturday, 
28th  inst.,  at  Sunbury.  One  new  member  was  elected. 
Mr.  James  Taylor  (“  Red  Palmer”)  read  a  most  instructive 
paper  on  ‘’Fly-fishing  :  its  Theory  and  Practice,”  for  which 
he  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  and  a 
similar  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker,  the  chairman,  con¬ 
cluded  a  very  enjoyable  and  profitable  evening.  The  next 
meeting  and  smoking  concert  will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
19th  inst,,  at 8  p.m,  sharp,— H.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


BST  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

730  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  „  Putney.  1 75  „  „  Richmond. 

Add  4  45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-’  80  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

L50  „  „  Barnes.  \.S5  „  „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High 

Water  at  London 

Bridge. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  14 . 

.  5.41. . . 

.  6.  2 

Sunday,  ,,  15 . 

.  6.23... 

.  6.46 

Monday,  ,,  16 . 

.  7.  9... 

.  7.33 

Tuesday,  ,,  17 . 

.  8.  2... 

.  8.34 

Wednesday,,  18 . 

.  9.13... 

.  9.58 

Thursday,  ,,  19 . 

. 10.43. . . 

. 11.26 

Friday,  ”  ,,  20 . 

.  0.  5 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Anglers 
will  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  only  another  four  weeks 
remain  of  the  coarse  fish  angling  season,  and  they  should 
take  every  ad  vantage  when  the  water  is  in  condition  to 
get  amongst  the  fish.  From  a  recent  visit  amongst  some  of 
the  Thames  fishermen  there  is  a  general  belief  there  will  be 
some  good  results  in  jack  fishing  as  there  are  still  plenty 
of  them  in  the  river.  The  seven  jack  that  were  caught  the 
other  day  from  the  punt  of  Benjamin  Stevens  were  taken 
at  Teddington  weir.  The  water  at  the  end  of  last  week 
was  considerably  reduced,  and  as  William  Milbourne 
remarked  to  me  when  at  Hampton  Court,  he  was 
astonished  how  rapidly  it  had  gone  down.  I  have  received 
a  very  interesting  communication  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Arm¬ 
strong,  the  honorary  river  keeper  at  Chertsey,  and  honorary 
secretary  of  the  Chertsey  Angling  Association.  He  in¬ 
forms  me  that  from  an  application  of  his,  Mr,  Thomas 
Andrews,  of  Guildford,  has  sent  him  a  present  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  trout  ova  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  which,  by  the  kind  permission  of 
the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  will  be 
hatched  in  the  apparatus  at  Chertsey  Bridge  House,  and 
after  then  they  will  be  taken  to  a  piece  of  water  which 
Mr.  Armstrong  will  utilize  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  until 
the  fry  lias  become  yearling  fish,  and  he  is  doing  this  at  his 
own  cost.  Such  valuable  help  deserves  high  appreciation, 
and  shows  Mr.  Armstrong’s  sincerity  in  the  interest  of  the 
river  and  of  those  who  fish  in  it.  As  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Chertsey  Angling  Association  is  shortly  to  take  place, 

I  hope  the  anglers  will  muster  strong  to  support  him  by 
their  presence.  The  headquarters  of  the  association  are 
now  at  the  Cricketer’s  Hotel,  Chertsey  Bridge,  and  the 
new  proprietor,  Mr.  Arthur  Hepburn,  is  a  practical  angler 
and  well-known  as  such.  The  combination  is  complete  to 
ensure  a  good  gathering  on  the  occasion.  I  saw  some  very 
good  specimens  of  dace  taken  at  Twickenham  by  an  angler 
fishing  with  Pert  Hammerton,  who  had  taken  in  the  day 
about  nine  dozen  of  very  good  fish.— B. 

Teddington. — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  one  day,  eight  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  Charles  Baldwin  seven  dozen. 

Kingston. — N.  Bolton  in  four  and  a-half  hours,  six  and 
a-half  dozen  of  very  fine  dace. 

Hampton  Court. — William  Milbourne  writes:  “The 
water  has  been  running  down  fast,  and  all  the  weirs  are 
shut  in  so  that  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition  for  all¬ 
round  angling.” 

Hampton. — Mr.  Martin,  in  a  private  boat,  in  one  day, 
four  jack,  the  largest,  441b.  ;  Mr.  Budd,  fishing  on  Tagg’s 
Island,  has  taken  a  chub  of  341b. ;  and  nine  jack  have  been 
taken  bv  different  anglers  in  Hampton  Deep. 

Sunbury.— J.  Batt,  in  one  day,  a  chub  of  31b.  2oz.,  a 
bream  of  2|lb.,  and  nine  fine  roach. 

Shepperton.— George  Rose  well  has  been  out  three  days 
this  week,  the  first  day  with  Mr.  Yarborough,  who  caught 
four  jack;  the  second  day  with  Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the 
Brentford  Piscatorial  Society,  who  got  three  jack  ;  and  the 
third  day  with  Mr.  West,  who  took  five  jack,  the  largest, 
9jlb. 

Docket  Point. — One  of  the  bank  anglers  caught  a  nice 
jack  of  541b. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  four  days, 
and  done  well  with  the  roach  and  chub,  his  best  day  being 
with  Mr.  Robinson,  who  caught  five  dozen  of  good  roach 
and  three  chub. 

Upper  Thames.— The  river  just  now  as  to  height, 
colour  and  all-round  trim  is  everything  that  could 
possibly  be  desired  for  winter  fishing.  Perch  are  feeding 
freely,  but^  the  quality  is  lamentably  small.  Roach  and 
chub  are  fickle,  coy,  and  hard  to  please,  and  have  hardly 
recovered  from  their  late  snow-broth  sickness.  Jack  are 
getting  well  on  the  feed,  and  just  now,  for  consistant 
sport,  commend  me  to  those  river  sharks  war  et  simple. 
The  details  of  the  past  week’s  doings  in  the  Upper  Thames, 
are  not  too  numerous  or  interesting,  but  sufficiently  so  to 
indicate  that  without  any  alteration  in  the  elements  a  few 
weeks  success  are  in  store,  before  the  curtain  drops  on  the 
season  1890-1.  Weather  delightfully  fine  and  spring-like 
with  breeze  from  the  north-west.  Anglers  coming  river- 
wards  would  be  wise  to  make  sure  of  attendants  in  ad¬ 
vance  as  all  at  once  the  sun  is  shining  on  the  lately  frozen- 
out.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Goring), — Water  in  good  all-round  condition. 
Jack  well  on  the  feed.  There  has  been  some  good  bags 
taken  the  last  few  days.— G.  Bartholomew. 

..fu13,1?68  (Monkey  Island.) — Water  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition  for  all  round  fishing.  Several  very  nice  jack  were 
taken  round  and  about  the  island.  The  Independent 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  fishing  for  prizes  on  the  8th  inst. 
in  Queens  Deep  I  believe  did  very  well,  all  the  prizes 
7ulniU  i  en’  ^  !lc;10  were  club  and  roach  taken  also  from 
the  bank.  Mr.  Edward  Wood,  of  Maidenhead, took  a  very 
handsome  trout  between  101b.  and  111b.  Strange  to  say 
this  is  the  third  time  the  fish  has  been  taken  within  fifteen 
yards  of  the  same  place,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  same 
fish.  I  myself  have  seen  him  twice  landed  and  returned. 
He  is  too  artful  to  be  caught  in  the  summer,  as  he  has  been 
fished  for  over  and  over  again,  so  must  know  something 
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about  the  time  of  year.  I  am  pleased  to  say  this  last  day 
or  two  I  have  seen  several  nice  trout  move,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  good  trout  fishing  in  the  course  of  a  year 
or  two.  The  one  thousand  trout  yearlings  we  had  from 
Loch  Leven  were  a  great  success.  I  myself  assisted  to 
distribute  them,  and  out  of  them  all  there  was  only  one 
fish  a  little  sickly,  and  ho  got  all  right.  The  last  hundred 
were  turned  in  at  the  top  of  the  Island,  in  a  very  nice 
place,  The  ova  I  hatched  out  here  two  years  ago  have  also 
been  a  success,  as  there  were  more  small  trout  seen  last 
summer  than  I  have  seen  for  over  thirty  years.  1  think  the 
London  angling  clubs  should  subscribe  something  towards 
the  expense  of  stocking  the  river.  It  must  have  cost  our 
association,  “the  Windsor  and  Eton,”  over  £20,  and  now  we 
arc  going  to  put  in  about  5,000  perch  in  our  association 
waters.  I  myself  would  be  very  pleased  to  receive  any 
subscriptions,  if  ever  so  small,  which  would  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  advertised  in  the  paper  by  our  secretary. 
There  was  a  very  nice  jack  taken  about  01b.  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  does  not  wish  his  name  mentioned.— R.  Plummer, 
senior. 

Thames  (Pangoourne).-  The  last  few  days  water  has 
been  first  rate  for  roach  fishing.  There  were  fifteen  down 
from  the  Cambridge  Club.  I  had  a  walk  about  8  o'clock  ; 
all  the  lot  then  did  not  then  come  to  fish.  What  they  did 
after  was  not  much,  1  hear.  I  was  rather  surprised  when 
I  got  home.  Doctor  had  caught  over  five  dozen.  I 
went  with  him  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  We  had 
some  very  good  sport— a  fish  almost  every  swim.  The 
jack  have  been  right  on  the  last  two  days.  A  gentleman, 
with  Sheppard,  has  had  several.  Coming  up  just  by  Hard¬ 
wick  we  saw  a  person  have  a  fish  over  (51b. ;  I  hear  he  had 
four  besides.  Mr.  Gallaway,  out  on  Tuesday,  caught  seven. 
Out  to-day,  water  coming  very  bad  colour,  and  much 
higher.  Mr.  Cross,  from  Whitchurch,  had  two,  largest 
over  Gib.  As  soon  as  water  gets  lower  there  ought  to  be 
some  good  jack  taken.— W.  H. 

Thames  (Staines).— The  water,  as  regards  colour,  is  in 
beautiful  condition  here,  but  sport  will  be  much  better 
after  a  few  more  sunny  days.  As  a  result  of  the  ice,  the 
water  is  still  exceedingly  cold,  and  the  roach  bite  very 
gingerly.  Several  nice  baskets  have,  however,  been  made 
this  week.  To-day  (Thursday)  was  a  glorious  one,  and 
King  Sol  was  present  for  several  hours,  but  the  wind  was 
in  the  north.  Two  gentlemen  out  with  Charles  Hone 
caught  101b.  of  roach  and  chub.— Goosequill. 

Thames  (Windsor).— The  river  here  has  been  longer 
in  clearing  than  I  anticipated,  but  is  now  in  capital  con¬ 
dition,  and  jack  should  feed  well,  also  chub  and  roach.  I 
have  tried  jack,  but  water  was  hardly  clear  enough  at  the 
time,  two  small  fish  only  being  had.  The  best  basket  of 
roach  has  been  one  of  about  four  dozen  from  the  Surly 
Hall  pool,  but  very  indifferent  as  regards  size.  Lumsden, 
Datchet,  on  the  11th  inst.,  one  and  a-half  dozen  large 
chub,  and  a  fine  lot  of  roach. — B.  It.  Bainbridge, 

Ancholme  District.— The  water  is  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  pike  fishers  should  have  good  sport  during 
the  closing  weeks  of  the  season.  Few  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  week,  and  the  takes  have  mainly  been 
roach.— Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulver ton.)— Contrary  to  expectations— after 
the  severe  weather— the  trout  are  in  A1  condition.  Fishing 
opened  on  the  2nd  instant.  Your  reporter — on  a  fine 
drawn  cast  and8oz.  rod — hooked  a  salmon  that,  had  it  been 
in  condition,  would  have  scaled  201b.  It  took  a  small  Blue 
Upright.  Good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  killed.— Iron 
Blue. 

Chichester. — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
somewhat  foggy,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  inst.  a 
sharp  white  frost  was  experienced,  which  evidently 
sharpened  the  appetite  of  the  pike  in  the  canal.  Mr.  James 
Wright,  live  baiting  at  the  basin,  secured  four  fish 
in  a  trifle  over  an  hour,  ranging  from  3)  to  5. (lbs. 
The  fish  here  have  survived  the  long  frost,  and  roach  have 
afforded  good  sport.  Mr.  Paul  Bedford  a  few  days  since 
landed  two  dozen  in  a  short  stay  at  the  water  side  ;  but 
the  roach  and  bream  have  deteriorated  very  much  within 
a  few  years.  Some  fine  carp  have  been  seen,  and  the 
bream  anglers  are  often  losing  tackle  with  these  monsters. 
Good  variety  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  tidal  water  of 
the  Adur.  Roach,  dace,  flat-fish,  and  eels,  and  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Ouse  some  fine  roach  have  been  taken. 
A  few  pike  are  recorded  from  the  Isfield  district,  the 
largest  a  trifle  over  61b.  Wild  fowl  are  still  on  the  coast. 
A  swan  was  shot  a  few  days  since,  and  thirty -three  geese 
were  in  Chichester  harbour  on  Monday.— George  F. 


Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— All  anglers  here  are  getting 
their  tackle  in  order  for  the  opening  of  the  season.  The 
members  of  the  association  are  sanguine  ;  they  will  carry 
their  point  with  the  Conservators,  in  favour  of  purchasing 
and  re-stocking  the  rivers  with  yearling  trout  instead  of 
fry.  Sea-fishing  shows  a  marked  improvement  since  last 
week.  The  weather  has  been  just  right,  and  the  tides 
most  accommodating,  as  good  takes  have  been  the  result. 
Bait  (with  the  exception  of  sand-eels)  is  plentiful,  and 
even  the  latter  finds  many  a  valuable  substitute  in  the 
advertising  columns  of  the  id  G. — Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  water  of  the  above  stream 
is  now  in  a  good  fishing  state.  We  have  heard  of  but  one 
angler  having  been  out ;  he  has  had  some  good  bags  from 
an  unpreserved  length  of  Bentley  Brook.  The  weather  is 
tolerably  open  for  so  early  in  the  year.  One  member  of  a 
club  preserving  a  length  on  the  main  stream— viz.,  the 
Birdsgrove— has  arrived  to-day,  but  no  other  member  of  a 
club  length  has  put  in  an  appearance  for  the  spring  freshes 
this  season  thus  far.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather  has 
been  very  favourable  for  angling  this  week,  and  from 
reports  to  hand  there  has  been  some  exceedingly  good 
sport  amongst  pike  in  some  of  the  best  known  waters. 
Some  capital  takes  have  been  made,  and  as  an  instance  I 
may  mention  that  Mr.  E.  H,  Fancourt,  of  Billingborough 
— whos 3  doings  last  week  have  already  been  referred  to— 
has  had  since  a  remarkable  run  of  luck,  whilst  trolling 
with  spoon  bait  in  the  Fortyfoot  drain,  between  Nestam 
Bridge  and  Billingborough  Fen.  Altogether  he  took 
upwards  of  501b.  of  pike  in  two  days.  On  Saturday 
morning,  in  three  hours,  he  killed  three  fish,  .weighing 
respectively  111b.,  7  (lb.,  and  31b.,  whilst  he  missed  two 
other  good  fish.  On  Monday  he  was  out  again,  and  caught 
two  more  capital  specimens,  scaling  respectively  101b.  and 
71b. ;  this  from  a  gentleman  who  prior  to  this  season  has 
had  little  or  no  experience  at  the  sport,  is  proof  of  what 
excellent  things  can  now  be  met  with  in  these  waters 
The  prospects  as  regards  Iroach  and  smaller  fish— though 
little  of  importance  has  been  reportcd-are  now  good,  and 
anglers  ought  to  be  doing  well.- — Limi-et.  . 

Lea.— I  found  the  river  to-day,  Thursday,  simply  in  the 
best  possible  condition  for  all  angling  purposes,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  could  hear  of  butlittle  sport  having  been 
had.  From  reports  that  have  come  to  hand,  this  is  ac¬ 


counted  for  by  the  fact  that  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  The  why  or  wherefore  of  this  is  to  me  simply  unac¬ 
countable.  With  such  weather  as  we  have  had  during  the 
last  week  and  with  the  water  in  the  best  possible  condition, 
it  seems  a  marvel  that  more  fishermen  do  not  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  present  good  opportunities.  At  the  Ferry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  this  morning,  not  a  rod  was  to  be  seen, 
and  I  could  not  hear  of  anything  having  been  done. 
Pretty  much  the  same  state  of  affairs  prevailed  during  my 
walk  further  up  the  river.  Some  few  takes  of  roach  and 
dace  have  been  made  during  the  past  week,  and  1  have 
also  heard  of  a  jack  or  two  being  grassed.  These,  however, 
have  only  ruled  small.  All: the  above  kinds  of  fish  are  now 
in  good  condition  owing  to  the  late  severo  frosts  having  re¬ 
tarded  the  spawning  operations,  and  as  there  is  still  about 
a  month  before  the  close  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  the 
end  may  yet  bo  better  than  the  commencement.  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  from  the  reports  inthe  F.  G.  that  many 
of  the  clubs  have  had  their  trays  better  filled  than  has  been 
the  case  for  a  long  time.  A  few  competitions  have  yet  to 
be  brought  off.  Amongst  others,  the  members  of  the 
Eagle  A.S.,  Tottenham,  will  compote  on  the  loth  inst.  for  a 
prize  presented  by  their  vice-president,  Mr.  It.  T.  Ilasle- 
wood,  at  Rye  House.  It  is  gratifying  to  hear  that  in  some 
of  the  upper  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Hertford  there  are  a 
plentiful  stock  of  grayling.  It  is  not  often  one  hears  of  the 
capture  of  any  of  these  fish  in  the  Lea,  but  very  possibly 
that  is  because  they  have  been  so  scarce  that  anglers  have 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  lay  themselves  out  for  their  cap¬ 
ture.  One  item  of  news  that  I  am  very  much  grieved  to 
have  to  record  is  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Robinson,  which 
occurred  on  Monday  last.  This  gentleman,  who  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  press  in  the  cycling  interest,  was  a  most 
ardent  fisherman,  and  as  he  possessed  the  necessary  quali¬ 
fications,  viz.,  perseverance  and  patience,  it  was  seldom 
or  never  that  he  returned  without  a  fair  basket.  He  was 
well  known  and  respected  at  many  places  both  on  Thames 
and  Lea  ;  but  now  he  has  gone,  much  to  the  sorrow  and 
regret  of  a  large  circle  of  friends,  including  Spliced 
Joint. 

Leicester.— With  the  continuance  of  lovely  weather, 
angling  has  now  assumed  a  very  rosy  hue,  and  plenty 
of  undercurrent  has  been  offered  for  wielders  of  the  rod 
and  line  to  patronise  the  waters  in  this  locality.  Success 
has  been  obtained  at  the  Leicester  Society’s  waters,  and  at 
other  spots  close  to  the  town,  roach  and  pike  being-  most 
sought  after.  On  several  days  Mr.  Beardsmore  met  with 
satisfactory  results  among  the  roach,  large  baskets  each 
day  containing  specimens  of  lib.  loz.,  and  others  12oz.  Mr. 
Hobbs  has  troubled  the  club  officials  to  weigh  in  roach  up 
to  lib.  Goz.,  and  a  few  good  jack.  Mr.  G.  Palmer  showed 
one  lot  of  roach  of  81b.  Mr.  F.  Towe,  pike  close  upon 
11b.  8oz.  Mr.  G.  Thompson,  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  best  fish 
scaling  lib.  loz. ;  and  the  veteran  angler  Rylott  among  his 
show  of  spoil  had  chub,  21b.  8oz. ;  dace,  8oz. ;  and  roach 
lib.  Goz.  Visitors  to  the  river  at  Blaby  and  Narborough 
have  fared  well,  roach  fishing  being  the  most  enticing  sport. 
Among  others  who  have  ventured  far  a-field  seeking  the 
fish  were  Messrs.  G.  Tabour  and  A.  Rylott.  These 
anglers  accounted  for  some  rattling  pike.  Mr.  Rylott’s 
best  fish  was  lHlb.,  and  the  best  brace  secured  by  Mr. 
Tabour  weighed  101b,  Messrs.  T.  Smith  and  Waterfield 
have  been  well  among  the  pike  in  some  private  waters. 
Everything  points  to  a  most  successful  wind  up  of  the 
season,  the  weather  being  exceptionally  fine,  and  the 
waters  in  the  best  condition.  _  , 

Loddon  (Earley).— The  water  is  in  splendid  condition, 
and  a  soft  south-west  wind,  and  fish  are  well  on  the  feed. 
Anglers  have  had  good  sport  the  last  two  days.  Nice 
baskets  of  roach,  from  71b.  to  l()lb.  As  lam  writing  this 
two  jack  are  being  brought  in,  one  61b.  and  the  other  7ilb., 
in  fine  condition.  Anglers  ought  not  to  let  the  short  time 
slip,  as  the  season  will  soon  draw  on. — J.  R.  Gould. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
now  free  of  snow ;  although  a  little  high,  are  sufficiently 
clear  for  the  fly,  and  by  the  beginning  of  coming  week  will 
be  in  good  order.  A  brace  or  two  of  grayling  were  taken 
yesterday  (Wednesday)  with  the  Blue  Dun,  which,  with 
February  Red  and  Red  Palmers,  are  the  flies  for  use  just 
now.  Every  prospect  of  a  favourable  opening  of  the  trout 
season  on  March  2.  Grayling  go  out  with  this  month. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  in  good  trim  for  angling,  having  run  down  and 
cleared  of  snow  jwater,  and  are  clear.  Angling  has  been 
quiet,  although  the  weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out,  but  little  is  expected  to  be  done  until  the  trout 
come  in  in  March,  when  good  sport  may  be  expected,  as 
there  are  plenty  of  fine  fish  in  the  water.  The  Pmsley 
in  order  for  angling,  but  no  fishing  done  in  it.  Gwynne. 

Lune  and  Wyre. — There  have  now  been  turned  into 
the  Wyre  4,500  yearling  trout,  the  Conservators  supplying 
2,000,  the  Preston  Angling  Association  1,500,  and  Mr. 
Garnett  1,000.  The  trout  all  came  from  the  Lunesdale 
Fish  Hatchery,  Halton,  near  Lancaster,  and  were,  I  under¬ 
stand,  fine  lively  fish,  some  of  them  being  fully  six  inches 
in  length.  The  river  ought  to  show  some  improvement 
after  so  liberal  a  stocking.  The  Board  of  Trade  has  just 
confirmed  two  bye-laws,  which  prove  that  the  Conservators 
are  at  last  wakening  up  to  the  fact  that  the  rivers  are  in¬ 
tended  to  provide  sport  for  all  true  anglers,  as  well  as  for 
the  greedy  netsmen,  such  bye-laws  being  as  follows :  (1) 
That  the  mesh  of  nets  for  fishing  for  salmon  shall  not  be  less 
than  two  inches  from  knot  to  knot ;  and  (2)  that  the  close 
season  for  trout  shall  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  March 
inclusive.  The  mesh  of  nets  has  up  to  now  been  only  one 
inch  and  a-half  from  knot  to  knot.  The  Board  is  also  im¬ 
posing  a  duty  of  £1  on  every  net  used  for  trout  fishing,  and 
of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every  rod.  To  these  there 
should  be  no  objection,  provided  the  Board  uses  the  money 
received  from  such  licenses  in  re-stocking  the  rivers  with 
trout,  but  the  duty  on  nets  is  too  light,  and  the  size  of  mesh 
should  have  been  fixed.— Prestonian. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— The  water  is  now  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  roach  having  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  very 
good  perch  have  been  taken,  some  of  nearly  21b.  Pike 
should  feed,  well  now,  weather  and  water  favourable,  and 
the  pike  fisher  should  get  good  sport.  It  has  not  come  to 
my  notice  of  any  pike  taken.  Roach  are  taking  the 
worm.— W.  Shrubsole.  . 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Water  in  excellent  condition, 
and  all  fish  well  on  the  feed.  About  the  best  bag  I  have 
heard  of  was  at  the  Powder  Mill  Point  last  Saturday,  when 
Mr.  T.  Hickmott,  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  secured  three  pike 
in  an  hour  with  live-bait,  their  weight  being  Dilb. ,  511b.,  and 
311b.  A  lively  Thames  dace  should  do  the  trick. — Ye 
Medway  Water-rat.  , ,  , 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  never  could  bo  in 
better  condition  than  it  is  at  present,  and  sport  with  the 
jack  is  very  good,  for  they  have  been  feeding  all  the  week, 
and  some  good  ones  have  been  taken  with  live-snap  when 
other  methods  have  failed.  The  8th  inst,  was  a  good  day 


with  the  good  ones.  1  hear  of  some  ten-pounders  being 
taken,  and  some  from  51b.  to  91b.  As  the  time  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  every  opportunity  is  taken  and  not  much  time  is  lost. 
Prospects  very  good,  for  the  weather  is  all  that  can  be  de¬ 
sired,  to  find  them  near  their  spawning  beds. — H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— The  fine  weather  we  are 
having  is  making  the  amateurs  busy  in  getting  their  gear 
together,  touching  up  their  boats,  and  generally  overhaul¬ 
ing  their  fishing  tackle.  I  have  seen  several  wending  their 
way  to  the  quays  and  rocks  during  the  last  week,  but  the 
takes  of  pollack  and  bass  have  been  few  and  far  between, 
but  smelt  havo  been  taken  in  good  quantities,  some  school¬ 
boys  taking  several  dozens  of  an  afternoon  with  the  most 
primitive  fit  up  that  you  could  ever  imagine,  the  rod,  line 
and  gear  not  exceeding  threepence,  and  yet  with  this  modest 
outlay  you  will  find  thirty  or  forty  boys  catching  from  two 
to  eight  dozen  a-pieco  off  the  various  quays  and  piers  where 
these  fish  congregate.  Mackerel  arc  commencing  to  show 
up,  but  not  yet  inside  the  bay.  The  usual  winter  fishing  is 
becoming  very  good,  in  comparison  with  that  of  last  year. 
—William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Worcester). -The  river  is  now  down  to  its 
ordinary  level,  but  is  still  a  little  discoloured,  and  several 
anglers  have  had  rare  sport  among  the  roach  and  chub 
within  the  last  few  days.  The  late  flood  has  been  beneficial 
to  the  salmon  fishing  in  this  district.  One  net  during  the 
past  week  has  taken  eight  fish,  some  of  them  twenty- 
pounders,  and  I  am  told  all  the  nets  havo  done  fairly  well. 
—Fieldwing. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  fish  in  this  river  do  not 
appear  to  have  suffered  from  the  prolonged  frost,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  indeed,  and  one  which  the  London 
anglers  will  note  with  considerable  pleasure.  I  think  the 
exceedingly  deep  water  at  this  favourite  angling  resort  has 
probably  had  something  to  do  with  that  fact.  The  river 
is  now  in  good  all-round  trim  for  fishing,  and  all  the  weeds 
have  disappeared.  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  season 
finishing  very  auspiciously  there,  and  I  may  add  that 
anglers  will  find  every  comfort  at  the  Eight  Bells 
Hotel  (host  Cousins),  and  the  Swan.— Goosequill. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  'feme  in  this  part  is  now  running 
in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
The  snow  water  has  all  run  out  of  it,  and  the  weather 
having  been  mild  it  has  brought  several  anglers  out  on  the 
river  banks.  Worm  has  been  the  chief  bait,  and  a  few  fish 
have  been  landed.  Sport  has  been  quiet  as  yet,  and  will  be 
until  the  trout  come  into  season  at  the  beginning  of  next 
month.  But  some  anglers  have  been  at  work  amongst 
them  already ;  and  two  trout  were  taken  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  one  scaling  over  lib.,  and  another  close  upon 
21b.,  both  fish  being  in  good  condition.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order  for  fishing,  but 
there  has  not  been  any  fishing  done  in  them  for  some  time. 


— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  has  now 
run  into  good  order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  level  and 
clear,  and  all  the  snow  has  run  out  of  it.  The  weather  has 
been  mild  and  good  for  anglers  to  get  out,  but  little  has 
been  done  of  late,  and  sport  will  not  really  begin  until  the 
trout  come  into  season,  when  sport  may  be  expected  in  this 
part.  The  Rea,  Kyrc  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  but 
no  fishing  in  them  at  present.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Worm  fishing  has  been  the  chief 
pursuit  of  the  Trent  angler,  and  dace  the  principal  quarry, 
and  some  really  magnificent  specimens  have  daily  been 
secured,  running  Goz.  to  9oz.  each,  in  glorious  condition. 
Roach  still  refuse  most  lures,  although  a  few  better 
samples  have  been  taken  to-day  (Thursday),  and  of  perch, 
bream,  and  chub  no  heavy  bags  are  reported,  though  the 
water  is  in  prime  condition  for  all-round  angling.  Bike 
have  not  come  so  freely  as  was  anticipated  after  the  long 
continued  frost,  and  only  one  takable  fish  of  about  5  lb. 
can  I  hear  of,  though  several  smaller  ones  have  been 
captured  and  returned.  Weather  bright  and  crisp,  wind 
west,  and  everything  in  favour  of  the  angler  but  the  fish. 
Trentsider,  "  ,  „  ,  , 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  river  has  gradually  receded, 
and  was  on  Wednesday  night  in  splendid  condition  for 
pike  and  chub  fishing.  On  some  of  the  private  and  sub¬ 
scription  reaches  pikeing  has  been  suspended  for  the 
season,  but  on  others  it  will,  water  permitting,  be  con¬ 
tinued  right  up  to  March  15.  Since  my  last  report  W.  S. 
Pogson  and  Mr.  A.  Smith  have  killed,  in  a  private  water, 
ten  splendid  pike,  averaging  Gib.  apiece,  and  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  H.  Howe  landed  a  similar  number  in  an  outlet  of  the 
river  in  the  Fiskerton  district.  Mr.  Howe’s  best  fish  was 
81b.,  and  there  were  several  over  Gib.  each.  Mr.  W.  Harri¬ 
son  has  also  bagged  five  nearer  Nottingham.  In  the 
Weston  length  the  members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  have  been  busy  with  the  cockspur  worm,  amongst 
the  big  roach  and  bream  with  which  the  fishery  abounds; 
specimen  fish  have  been  weighed  in  by  \\  .  H.  Spray  (hon. 
sec.),  Mr.  J.  Spray,  Mr.  T.  C.  Whitehall,  Mr.  J.  Greaves, 
and  Mr. 
pike 

pike  harx — - - D-—  - -  „  ,  ,  „ 

Seven  were  likewise  taken  by  Mr.H.BostocknearFarndon 
on  Saturday.— The-Man-at-the-Clubs.  _ 

Wharfe.— There  has  been  little  or  nothing  to  report  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  weeks,  graylingfishing  being  impracticable 
on  account  of  the  pressure  of  snow-water.  I  was  out  on 


7  ALBRAN.  , 

Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln).— The  weather  still  continues 
ne  and  mild,  and  the  waters  are  in  excellent  condition  for 
iort,  especially  among  pike.  Accounts  to  hand,  however, 
low  that  there  has  been  a  great  destruction  of  fish  during 
le  frost.  Roach,  dace,  and  other  fish  seem  to  have  suffered 
.rgely  where  the  waters  have  been  frozen  up  for  some 
me  without  the  surface  being  broken.  Iti  one  or  two  places 
is  very  bad,  and  it  is  probable,  little  more  will  be 
one  upon  those  waters  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  On 
ic  river  and  running  water  things  will  not  be  so  bad,  and 
seems  a  singular  fact  that  pike  especially  have  escaped 
\e  inconvenience.  I  hear  a  number  have  been  try  ing  their 
ick  with  varying  success,  but  no  report  worth  special  men- 
on  has  yet  come  to  hand.  Prospects,  however,  seem  to  bo 
cry  promising  for  the  coming  week.  Luci. 

Coron  Lake,  Bodorgau,  (Anglesey.-  This  lake,  which 
;  free,  opened  on  the  2nd  inst.  It  is  full,  and  the  water  in 
ood  condition.  They  rose  fairly  to  a  fly,  but  the  fLh  are  in 
oor  condition.  The  writer  was  the  only  fly  fisher  who 
isited  it  last  week— the  best  trout  was  I  lb.  A  game-keeper 
vr  wnvminy  in  the  river,  got  much  better  fish  than  I  did  in 


East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— J  he 

almon  season  promises  well  in  both  our  rivers,  judging 
rom  the  number  of  fresh-run  fish  already  running  up  to 
he  weirs  and  trying  to  get  over.— II, 
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/rTulfi  <LamPeter,  Cardiganshire).— Last  Monday  week 
eb.  2)  was  the  opening  day  of  our  rod  fishing  for  salmon, 
and  as  there  was  plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  of  a  good 
colour,  and  a  nice  breeze  blowing,  sport  began  well,  and 
during  the  week  some  nine  or  ten  fish  were  landed,  weights 
varying  between  311b.  and  1141b.  Anglers  report  the  river 
as  well  stocked,  and  fish  continue  to  rise  very  freely. — H. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  angling  season  in  the  Usk  will  com¬ 
mence  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  that  day  falling  on  a  Sunday 
next  Monday  will  be  the  opening  day.  Everything  points 
to  sport  being  had  with  trout.  The  weather  has  been 
genial,  and  many  trout  have  been  observed  moving  in  the 
water.  Ihe  disease  in  salmon  is  prevalent,  and  many 
have  died  from  the  malady.— T. 


Scotch  Bsports. 


Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— On 

)•  u  week,  Mr.  Wm.  Munro,  Altnaharra  Hotel, 

Loch  Naver,  and  caught  a  salmon  weighing  lOlbs 
On  lhursday,  the  same  angler  captured  a  13-pounder.  Fri- 
day  was  so  boisterous  that  boats  could  not  venture  out.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  Dunbar  fished  Loch  Meudie,  and  landed  a  sal¬ 
mon  which  weighed  71bs.— W.  T.  B. 

Ardeonaig  Hotel  Water,  (Loch  Tay).-On  Friday, 
Mr.  •-’hand,  Chester,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  lolbs.,  on  Monday 
one  of  labs.  Also  Mr.  Thomson,  Manchester,  killed  on 
Monday,  9  February,  one  salmon  of  161bs„  on  Tuesday, 
10th.,  one  nice  newly-run  salmon  of  301bs.  Water  in  fine 
oixler  for  fishing.— P.  Campbell. 

Don  (Aberdeenshire).— The  season  on  the  Don  opened 
on  \\  eunesday.  As  early  as  the  middle  of  December,  ten 
clean  fish  were  found  on  the  Granholm  water  by  the 
watclieis,  while  securing  salmon  ova,  and  as  there  has 
been  a  considerable  run  on  every  available  opportunity* 
there  must  now  be  a  fair  stock  as  far  as  Alford,  at  least! 
Ihe  appearance  of  trout  is  very  much  as  usual,  except  in 
the  tidal  reach,  which  this  year  promises  better  sport  than 
tor  some  time  back.  The  lower  pools  are  well  stocked,  and 
the  nets  as  usual  have  secured  the  lion's  share  of  the  spoil. 

—  IVON. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  season  opened  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  other  northern  streams,  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices  of  wind,  weather,  and  water, 
and  not  loi  a  goodly  number  of  years  back  has  everything 
been  so  auspicious.  The  temperature  of  Decem¬ 
ber  (\\  ednesaay,  9  a.m.)  was  40  degs.  Fahr.,  an  abnormally 
high  rate  tor  the  first  day  of  the  season,  while  the  weather 
was  more  like  June  than  February,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
blowing  from  the  north-west.  A  good  round  water  has 
been  running  now  for  over  a  fortnight,  and  was  just  in  the 
pmk  of  condition  for  most  of  the  pools  being  thoroughly 
commanded,  while  the  excessive  floods  of  the  past  back 
end  have  thoroughly  scoured  and  cleaned  out  both  banks 
and  bed,  so  that  on  tho  score  of  cleanliness  there  will  be 
nothing  to  complain  of  for  some  considerable  time.  There 
is  evidently  a.  good  head  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  reports 
trom  all  hands  indicate  most  flattering  prospects  for  the 
opening  week  at  least.  Sportsmen  have  been  arriving 
L'omtlie sou  ,  la  large  numbers  since  early  In  the  week, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  every  section  of  the  Dee  will  be 
fully  occupied.  The  following  are  the  returns  for  the  first 
two  days  ot  the  season,  as  far  as  reports  have  come  to 
hand  .  Results  opening  day:  Weather  changed  for  worse: 
pools  well  stocked;  excellent  quality,  above  average 
weights  ;  no  decrease.  Kelts  numerous  in  mid-reaches.  On 
Glentana  water,  Sir  William  Brooks,  two;  Admiral  Far- 
quhar,  nine  fish ;  Aboyne  Castle,  Lord  Huntley,  one ; 
Huntley  Arms,  Captain  Sergeaunt,  one  ;  Lower  Dess,  Mr. 

Pickop  two;  Wednesday,  four;  Thursday,  eighteen, 
two  61b. ;  Garlogie,  Mr.  Baily,  three ;  Kincardine  Lodge, 
Mr.  Lamond,  two  ;  Borrowstone,  Sherret,  one  ;  Ballogie, 
Mr  Drummond s  party  of  five,  four;  Macdonald,  Black- 
Mr-  Hays  party,  seven,  191b.  to  71b.;  Devenick, 

. jj.u°uu,  one.  Net  fishings  good.  Returns:  Dee,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  ;  Don.  three  hundred  and  fifty,  scaling 
from  121b.  to  31b.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  salmon  fishing  for  the 
season  on  ts->  Deveron  opened  on  Wednesday,  with  fair 
s  c. ,  ..... ..Mhstanding  that  the  spawning  season  was 

noi  so  favourable  as  that  of  the  previous  year.  Except  on 
the  upper  waters,  the  fish  were  scarce,  and  the  severe 
frosts  and  accumulations  of  ice  did  damage  to  the  spawn¬ 
ing  beds.  The  weather  was  fine  and  mild  on  Tuesday,  and 
free  from  frost.  At  daybreak  on  Wednesday,  when 
operations  were  commencingon  the  river,  rain  commenced 
to  fall,  and  it  continued  in  a  drizzle  during  the  most  of  the 
uJW-  However,  the  net  fishermen  were  very  busy,  and  by 
the  afternoon  over  a  hundred  nice  clean  salmon  were 
landed.  The  heaviest  fish  scaled  20  lb.,  and  the  average 
weight  was  from  81b.  to  151b.  There  was  no  sign  of  any 
disease,  and  very  few  kelts  were  taken.  Prices  ranged 
trom  Is.  (id.  per  lb.,  the  current  rate  during  the  whole  of 
the  season  locally,  and  Is.  8d.  Altogether  the  prospects  for 
the  season  on  the  river  are  more  encouraging  than  the 
spawning  season  predicted.  Several  anglers  were  out  in 
the  afternoon,  but  owing  to  a  cloudy  atmosphere  and 
turgid  water,  met  with  indifferent  success.  On  the  coast 
the  bag  nets  were  set  in  their  respective  plaees.  Towards 
exuening  they  were  looked  and  a  few  fish  got. 

.  Garry.— Mr.  IT.  W.  Johnstone,  Killiecrankie  Honse, 
killed  a  salmon  of  1441b.  in  the  Pass  of  Killiecrankie  on 
Monday  The  fish  was  in  good  condition.  This  is  the  first 
salmon  killed  m  the  Garry  this  season. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  —  Wonderful  success  has 
attended  the  salmon  angling  here  during  the  week  Con¬ 
trary  to  expectation  the  river  fell  sufficiently  by  Wednes- 
day  the  4th,  to  permit  angling  at  least  on  some  of  its 
stretches  of  tho  water,  and  it  has  since  continued  in  excel- 
lent  trim.  The  weather  too  was  favourable,  being  mild 
and  open,  and  new  fish  were  freely  running  daily  more  or 
less.  To  give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  fish  on  the  water 
one  day  a  gentleman  had  no  less  than  sixteen  “rises,”  but 
only  got  hold  of  five.  The  total  number  of  fish  caught 
from  the  11th  to  the  end  of  January  was  twenty-one,  with 
an  average  weight  of  841b.  Last  year  fourteen  salmon 
were  landed  at  the  same  date.  The  following  is  the  daily 
record  :  Mr.  Ross  on  the  4th,  fishing  No.  3,  got  three  fish  of 
101b.,  91b.  and  Mb.;  Mr.  Buckley  got  one,  121b.;  while  Mr. 
Luther  ford  go  tone  of  101b.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Barker  got  a 
hshof  lLlb. ;  Mr.  Buckley,  two  of  101b.  each  ;  Major  Law- 
son,  two  of  161b.;  Mr.  McMillan,  one  of  91b.;  Mr.  R. 
Rutherford,  three  of  91b.  ;  and  three  were  got  by  Mr 
M  I  arlane  s  rod.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  Parker,  two  fish  of  841b 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  tlieir  Wading  Trousers 
•BoTts.  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersens’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-strf et' 
EX.  (the  inventors  and  sole  makers  of  the  “  Norge  ”  Semi-Waders 
the  “Test”  Brogues,  the  improved  “Buckland”  Fishing  Water! 
proof,  and  gold  medal  Salmon  Waders),  to  be  tested,  repaired  and 
overhauled  before  their  busy  season  is  on. 


and  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Buckley,  five  fish  of  91b.  each  ;  Mr.  Barker, 

nnofiaw’mi  th  oach  ;  and  Mr.  Rutherford, 

n'rnUirmiK  b‘  T\/rGn™ lle,7t. h,  Dr.  Rutherford,  on  No.  2,  got 
aflsh.f  iGlb. ;  M,  Buckley  got  four  fish,  91b.  each;  and 
Mi.  G.  Ross,  three  fish  ot  91b.  each.  On  Monday,  the  9th, 

h  ’  on«  U',  L  11  vo  flsh  of  811b.  each;  Mr. 

fwnfii  ’oihv,ree  fish,  101b.,  91b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Rutherford, 
iv.?,  r’  '  Major.  Dawson,  two  fish,  91b.  ;  and  the 

Mdlan,  two  fish,  of  91b.  each.  On  the  10th, 
gn  fwSS  Windy  day  on  Kildonan,  Mr.  Rutherford 
f)n  A  f!,sh(?f  A/-  °n  No  3,  Mr.  Barker  got  one  of  81b. 
mLNt  Hie  . Rev.  G.  M  Mdlan  got  one  of  llllb. ;  and 
Major  Lawson,  on  (No.  1,  got  four,  average  91b.  So  strong 

nnAhm  AG  ?n  f.ome  of  the  beats,  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible  to  cast  a  line.— S.E. 

nrXXh  -TMy  ,(If?nn?or,e-  N.B.). — On  the  hotel  water 
; Mr.  J.  Knight  Bruce  caught  a  fresh-run  salmon, 
mn, Mr.  Graham,  of  Litterellen,  caught  sal- 
t ?,?!.! t!?. ?blP£  1 ' lh- 1  had  another  on  same  time,  but  unfor- 
fi?h?nt1til0St  lfc;  on,  Hie  9tli  Colonel  Murray,  of  Polmaisc, 

5“go™r  uf S-W^KnighI^  8alm°n  181b-  10tb’  Locb 

um?d  (i^eSt  End,of).  Killen.— In  the  Kilien 

,. “l  U ¥ er.— February  5,  Mr.  Brown,  one  salmon,  181b.  ; 

s'l  i  mm,  m10r  l81b‘  9>  °n£  salmon,  201b. ;  10,  one 

-<l  Jon,  201b.  February  .>  Mr.  McKellar,  one  salmon,  151b. ; 

j?  ’0  sahnon  211b.  February  6,  Colonel  Dplton,  one 
salmon,  201b.  ,  7,  one  salmon,  161b.  February  5,  Mrs  Bav- 

e4y20°n2e2«OnA  lb-  ;  7’  ?n™alF0rV  191b- ;  9.  four  salmon, 
14,  20,22,  231b.  February  o,  Mr.  Bayley,  one  salmon  191b  • 

?snW0  !a  nlon*  18;  2('lb  5  7,  one  salmon,  161b. ;  9,  one  salmon! 
?lb-  February  4,  Mr.  McAllan,  one  salmon,  171b.  Febru- 
aiy  4,  Mr.  Ure,  one  salmon,  221b.  February  4  Mr  Griffiths 
one  salmon,  241bs. — Alpine  McAlitne*  '  ’  “s, 

Naver  River,  (Sutherland,  N.B.)-Although  weather 
has  been  nnld  enough  for  some  time,  the  heavy  rains  which 
fell  i  endered  the  river  unfit  for  salmon  angling.  The  only 

M,?  rmUgbt  Slnoe  H18!'  M???rfced  were  one  on  the  31st  ult„  by 
Mi.  Dennison,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  and  another  on  the  2nd  inst! 
hyt'10  same  angler.  Sir  J.  Edwards-Moss,  Borgie,  has  got 
salmon  on  this  river  since  the  opening  of  the  season.— W. 

Qich  and  Lochness  (Fort  Augustus  Hotel).— Mr. 

Uav  is  of  the  above  hotel  has  this  season  again  secured  the 

Caltam  LidbC  Th°V6  w,atert  and  hc  has  sublet  the  river  to 
Captain  Ind.  The  angling  looks  more  promising  than  last 

P  water  opens  to-day,  and  although  the  loch  is  a 

little  rough,  good  sport  is  predicted  for  to-day,  Mr.  Thom. 

,-S  out  f.0.  his  luck.  Captain  Ind  and  party  are 

rathe?  nUlVlUfA  °Wmg  ?  heaT>'  rainfall  last  night  is 
FdlmL.  A11'',/?.1  successful  angling,  but  I  should  not 
w  ondei  though  they  bag  a  fish  or  two.  A  report  of  the 
first  weeks  catch  will  be  sent  to  next  issue  of  the  F.G 
H  wj,1,1  be  remembered  that  Captain  Ind  was  very  unsuc! 
cesstul  last  season  owing  to  the  open  winter,  the  fish 
ba™g  run  up  long  before  the  11th,  but  we  hope  that  this 
season  will  make  up  the  deficiency. — Hison. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  has  been  in  capital  ply  during 
rm  ?;!??  ,'veek’  aad  [he  weather  very  mild  for  the  seasom 
!,« „ ,,  PP.?-'!1,  7  ° uViltc7’  Messrs.  Spencer,  Newcastle, 
n  uit/G  °  ,2alb'  T  Thursday;  Lord  Strathailan  had  one 
or  Jib.  on  the  Redgorton  water  on  Friday  ;  Mr.  Campbell 
bad°ne  -7ldb-  on  the  Bertha  water  ;  and  one  was  got  on 
the  Luncasty  vvater  by  Mr.  Burt  Marshall.  On  the  leone 
1  alace  water,  Lord  Stormont  had  one,  91b.,  on  Saturday- 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Ritchie  had  one  of  17ilb.  on  the  Cpper 
Redgorton  water.  On  the  Grandtully  water,  Mr.  Kelsall 
baI  fw°’  ?;lb;,and  1Mb.;  Mr.  Alex.  Robertson,  two,  221b. 

one  T°Tf  221b“  and  two  on  Tuesday,  201b. 
each  On  the  Birnani  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Cesari,  one,  201b. 
Hu  the  free  water,  Mr.  Harris  had  two  fish,  201b.  and  91b  • 

I VI  P  It  innnn  mio  >)(  ll  K  J  ; v  nv  n  »  ^ ’ 


Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-There  has  not 

been  a  spring  fish  taken  here  yet,  although  a  good  many 
huge  monsters  are  running  up  from  the  sea.  I  saw  a 
splendid  fellow  rise  while  ago  in  tho  Mill  Pool ;  it  would 
surely  weigh  401b.  or  over.  At  Castle  Connell  one  new  fish 
lias  been  killed ;  and  at  Limerick,  on  Mr.  Eyre  Powell’s 
water,  several  very  large  springers  landed.  I  hear  that 
Mr.  i  owell  has  let  to  an  English  gentleman  one  or  two  of 
llie  best  beats  on  his  extensive  preserves,  which  always 
nsli  well  in  the  spring;.  Fish  of  401b.  fire  by  no  means 
uncommon  down  there.  There  are  still  large  quantities 
ot  breeding  fish  on  the  spawning  grounds  here  at  Ivillaloe. 
VVe  can  see  them  from  the  bridge  just  as  well  as  if  they 
were  in  a  glass  tank.  There  were  a  brace  of  male  fish  on 
the  redds  to-day  that  were  fully  lift,  long,  and  quite  351b. 
each.  Should  they  return  in  safety  from  the  sea,  I  am 
certain  they  would  weigh  up  to  421b.  to  441b.  each.— S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries.— I  have  still  further  sport 

to  record  from  the  upper  waters.  On  Lord  Donoug;hmoris’ 
preserves,  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  J.  Gcaron  killed  a  201b 
salmon  on  Monday,  and  a  beautiful  fish  of  301b.  on  Tuesday. 
Colonel  Charles  Butler  has  again  been  successful  on  the 
Ballycarron  waters,  getting  two  salmon  on  Thursday, 
Lib.  and  lSlb.,  and  one  on  Friday,  201b.  Mr.  Edward 
Austin  killed  two  salmon  on  the  Ballybrado  waters.  Mr 
Ivobert  Malcoman,  one  of  211b„  on  the  9th,  at  Knock- 
graflon.  Sergeant  Gallaher  killed  two  at  Cahir  Park  Mr 
eaJ!on^llled  anotber  salmon  yesterday  at  Newcastle, 
t  v  ii  waters  below  Clonmel  I  killed  a  salmon  in 

Dudley  s  second  stream,  151b.  on  the  5th,  and  another  121b. 
on  the  9th ;  and  Mr.  Frederic  Clibborn  on  the  Bridge 
stream,  one  of  91b.  on  the  7th  inst.  Some  large  salmon 
were  taken  by  the  nets  ;  the  Corrigeen  men  got  one  of  401b. 
on  lhursday;  and  many  more,  from  201b.  to  311b.,  were 
taken  by  others.  Some  good  trout  fishing  was  had  on  the 
Air'c  and  Aberlow  ;  but  the  main  river  has  not  come  well 
to  the  front  yet.— Richard  Bradford. 


„•  - 2,,,,  ucm  mu  iisu,  ^uio.  anu  mo.; 

Mr.  Kippen,  one,  201b„  and  nine  whitling ;  Mr.  D.  Malloch 
eleven  whitling  on  Thursday,  and  seven  on  Friday  ;  Mr 
Armstrong,  six ;  Mr.  McDougall,  three ;  Mr.  Spiers,  four. 

Tummel.— Mr.  Scott  had  a  fish  of  111b.  on  Saturday. 

Lyon.— Mr.  McLellan,  two,  on  Monday,  21! lb.  and  181b 
7rhreU.st!  T,cr?,  got  011  the  Stobhall  water  oh  Monday  by 
Mr.  MRcheH  Cuparangus.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  McPherson, 
on  Edradynate,  had  one  of  161b. 

The  net  fishing  on  the  Tay  and  tributaries  opened  under 
favourable  circumstances.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the 
river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stanley  teemed  with  fish. 

Thurso  (Brawl  Castle).  Theriver  has  beenin  excellent 
fishing  order  since  tho  4th  inst.,  and  the  weather  all  that 
could  be  wished  for.  A  good  run  of  fish  passed  here  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  but  they  were  so  bent  on  running 
that  they  would  scarcely  look  at  a  fly ;  the  most  of  them  are 
now  in  the  upper  beats,  and  when  they  settle  in  the  pools 
for  a  few  days  good  sport  will  be  got.  The  following  is  the 
sport  since  the  opening  :-2nd,  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker,  one,  131b„ 
on  (No.  7  beat ;  5th,  Mr.  R.  D.  Walker,  one,  1841b.,  on  No  3 
beat  fresh  run  ;  7th,  Mr.  Merry,  one,  111b.,  on  No.  6  beat, 
this  fish  had  sea  lice  on  him ;  Lord  Westbury  got  one,  1041b 
on  No.  3  beat ;  9th,  Mr.  R.  D.  Walker  got  one,  91b.,  on  No.  8 
beat ;  10th,  Mr.  R.  I).  Walker,  one,  201b„  on  No.  7  beat ;  Mr. 
Merry,  two,  1541b.  and  101b„  on  No.  6  beat.  The  river  is 
now  getting  very  low.— A.  H. 

Ythan  (Aberdeenshire).— This  famous  finnock  and  sea 
trout  stream  is  among  the  last  batch  of  the  Scotch  rivers  to 
be  thrown  open  for  angling,  being  a  fortnight  later  than 
the  Dee  and  Don.  The  prospects  are  of  the  brightest,  there 
being  already  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the  tidal  reaches,  and 
good  sport  is  confidently  anticipated,  with  anything  like 
favourable  weather.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland 
has  declined  to  sanction  the  alteration  in  the  time  for  net 
and  rod  fishing,  as  recently  petitioned  for  by  the  Ythan 
District  Board.— G.  M. 


Irish  Reports. 


Boyle.— Fishing  commenced  here  on  Monday,  2nd  inst 
but,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  at  the  latter  end  of  January’ 
trout  hshing  had  to  he  abandoned  until  the  river  gets  at 
least  12in.  lower.  Capt.  Linwood,  who  is  always  anxious 
to  draw  first  blood,”  did  so  this  year  in  the  capturing  of 
a  beautiful  101b.  pike  at  the  town  bridge.  It  was  the  largest 
pike  ever  got  in  this  place.  Good  trout  fishing  expected 
trom  next  week.— George  Taylor. 

Moy  and  Awakes  (Ballina).-Angling  opened  here  on 
the  1st,  but  owing  to  the  dirty  state  of  the  water  the  river 
was  not  fishable  with  fly  till  Friday  in  last  week,  when  tho 
ftrst  clean  fish  of  the  season  was  killed,  a  nice  plump 
spr.nger  of  141b.;  since  then  two  more  clean  fish  were  killed 
101b.  and  121b.  At  Pontoon  a  good  springer  of  161b.  was 
killed  last  week,  anrl  another  this  week,  weighing  Mb 
1  rout  fishers  were  fairly  successful  for  the  first  week  on  the 
iAili?ree  alld  Lower  Moy.  Baskets  ranging  from  71b.  to 
101b.  were  got  by  most  anglers  in  a  day.  At  the  weirs 
nearly  forty  clean  fish  were  got  for  the  first  week,  only  half 
the  weirs  fishing ;  the  other  half  is  open,  There  will  be  no 
¥rbs  i1Dg  between  the  weirs  and  the  sea  before  the  16th 


ROYAL  EXCHANGE  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  LEEDS. 

A  goodly  number  of  the  members  of  this  society 
assembled  at  the  Saracen  s  Head,  Boar-lane,  Leeds,  upon 
the  occasion  of  a  complimentary  dinner  to  Mr.  Edgar  S 
Shiubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  was  on  a  visit  to 
Leeds  m  search  of  information  as  to  the  working  of  the 
il!1'‘l1!nFI  .clabs  ln  the  district.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
F.  M.  \\  albran,  the  well-known  Yorkshire  angler,  and  he 
was  supported  right  and  ieft  by  the  guest  of  the  evening 
and  Mr.  F.  E.  Whitham  (sec.  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society).  Amongst  those  assembled  to 
partake  of  the  excellent  repast,  ably  served  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Loyston,  the  genial  host  and  a  brother  angler,  were  Mr' 
Councillor  Teale,  Mr.  Moore  (sec.  to  the  Royal  Exchange)," 
Messrs.  G.  Suddiek,  A.  Firth,  F.  Pemberton,  T.  Harrison 
(1  resident  of  Amalgamated  Society),  T.  Harrison  (Bramby) 

i  \ni,VU??S’  ¥  '  U°Co’  G-  W.  Willoughby,  J.  Marshall 
(Arthmgton),  and  I .  Brown.  The  vice-chair  was  ably  filled 
by  Mr.  Bownas. 

j  ustice  had  been  done  to  the  good  things,  the  toast 
fhe  Queen  was  duly  honoured,  and  then  Mr.  F  E 
Whitham  proposed,  “Continued  Success  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  its  able  Editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,”  coupling 
(JYjHi  it  the  name  of  the  local  correspondent,  Mr.  F  M 
VV  albran  who,  in  responding,  spoke  at  length  upon  the 
good  work  done  through  the  medium  of  its  columns,  and 
eulogised  its  influence  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  angling 
and  anglers  generally.  He  traced  the  history  of  the  paper 
from  its  commencement,  and  as  one  of  the  first  contributors 
to  its  columns,  although  he  would  be  to  a  certain  extent 
singing  his  own  praise,  emphasized  the  fact  that  the  work 
done  was  permanent.  The  F.  G.  had  thought  proper  of 
late  to  devote  a  large  amount  of  its  space  to  the  description 
of  angling  clubs  in  the  Lnited  Kingdom,  and  they  had 
among  them  that  evening  a  gentleman,  Mr.  E.  Shrubsole 
who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  working  of  those 

nvr>?\vTihey  b?d  read  with  interest  his  articles,  and  he 
(Mr.  \V  albran)  felt  sure  his  visit  to  Leeds  would  result  in  the 
paper  he  so  a,bly  represented  becoming  even  more  popular  in 
the  district.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  asking  them  to  drink 
to  the  toast  ot  their  guest,  which  was  done  in  a  most 
enthusiastic  manner.  1 

„  ? ! r;  ?lbl'u?R0Je  thanked  them  for  the  kind  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  him,  and  spoke  at  some  length 
His  speech,  which  was  interspersed  with  many  wittv 
anecdotes  and  remarks,  was  principally  confined' to  tho 
practical  organization  and  advancement  of  angling  clubs 
His  views  are  so  well-known  to  the  readers  of  the  F  G  ' 
that  they  need  not  be  repeated  here;  suffice  it  to  say  that  ho 
was  listened  to  with  interested  attention,  and  upon  re¬ 
suming  his  seat  was  loudly  applauded.  1 

Mr.  buddick  was  called  upon  for  the  next  toast  “Thr> 
Angling  Clubs  of  Leeds, "  and  in  the  course  of  Ms  remark t 
UU  uP°n  the  rapid  and  important  improvement  that  had 
Hlk?r  .pla?0  during  the  past  few  years,  more  especially  in 
the  direction  of  true  snort.  An  important  organisation  had 
lcccntlj  cropped  up  that  would  in  all  probability  proven 
powerful  lever  to  help  forward  the  good  work.  He  alluded 
to  the  formation  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Leeds  and 
District  Anglers.  He  was  sorry  his  business  engagements 
prevented  him  taking  an  active  part  in  the  businefs  of  the 
-In6  ''roul(1  c°u pic  with  his  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  T 
Hanison  (Leeds  Amalgamated  Society)  and'  Mr  F 
Pemberton  (Royal  Exchange).  ” 

pinhi,Leil;?,er„t0nwa3-?!eas?d  to  say  that  the  Exchange 
(dub  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
Amalgamation,  and  it  was  always  ready  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  anglers  generally  ;  and  he  was  also  glad  to  sav 
that  the  success  of  the  club  had  been  remarkable  y 

Mr.  Royston  proposed  “The  Visitors,”  and  Councillor 
Teale  in  responding  said  that  he  had  no  idea  until  lately  that 
ang  ers  were  so  numerous  and  powerful.  He  was  not  an 
angler  himself,  but  was  a  thorough  sportsman  as  tliev  all 
knew  ;  his  line  was  the  gun.  .Anythinirhp  rmilH  Vin  ir? 
Council  to  benefit  anglers  he  would  only  be  too  proud  and 

that  was  that  reports  of  the  condition  'of  the  rivera  wouhi 
be  issued  to  all  clubs  on  each  Friday.  These  notiees  to  h? 

more  together!  olub'hou“  "■">  ««d  to  get  the "members 

A  few  songs,  &c.  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. 


Anglers  should  at  once  search  out  their  Wading  Trousers 
Boots  &c.,  and  send  to  Andersons’,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street.’ 
J?  7 '< t  'r ‘-invent0 rs  and  sole  makers  of  the  “Norge  ”  Semi-Waders’ 

of  March,  so  that  spring  iish  have  TgTod  “opp“S.,mity  of  I  “o(3  l&SM  K  ****$& 

woonding  the  river  to  tho  upper  waters, -I'bSSk Heaiws.  |  Jverluulrt  before ttehtaS^eS' U *Ma>  r*p>lrali *•! 
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LOCH  G-AISCKSACH. 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Davie  Mackenzie  was  in  no  good  humour  that  I 
did  not  go  with  Mr.  Wallace  to  Loch  Gaisgeach. 
Davie  Mackenzie,  I  fancy  some  of  my  readers  will 
ask — Who  is  he  ?  Davie  is  a  goot  man,  the  historian 
of  Durine,  a  tenementer  in  Durness,  and  one  of 
the  gillie  staff  in  connection  with  Durness  Hotel. 
The  evening  before  I  left  Durness  I  asked  Davie 
to  come  the  following  day  to  Loch  Gaisgeach, 
meeting  me  there  about  midday,  which  would 
leave  me  some  little  time  to  fish  Loch  Sandwood 
first.  This  he  said  he  was  quite  agreeable  to  do, 
but  he  would  venture  to  let  Mr.  Murdoch  “pe 
knowin’  that  ferry  little  could  pe  dune  without  a 
poat.”  “  Why,  Davie,”  said  I,  “  I  thought  you 
had  a  boat  on  it.  I  thought  that  for  many  a  long 
day  Gaisgeach  had  been  fished  from  a  boat 
belonging  to  Durness  Hotel.”  “  Oh,  no,  sir,  an’ 
sure  there’s  no  poat  on  it  yet,  put  it  wass  just  a 
month  since  the  tay  pefore  the  morn  that  Doctor 
Taylor,  of  Scarboro’,  who  is  the  pest  fisher  that 
offer  comes  to  Durness,  an’  Mr.  Davis,  o’ London, 
he  is  the  pest  fisher  too  ;  it  wass  just  a  month  this 
tay  since  the  Doctor  made  us  take  the  poat  off 


Arnabean  to  get  it  put  on  to  Loch  Gaisgeach,  an’ 
we  took  the  poat  off,  an’  three  o’  us  lads  trailed  it 
over  the  moors  an’  hillocks  a  long  long  bit,  an’ 
there  we  left  it  stickin’  in  a  heugh,  peein’  no  able 
to  take  it  along  any  further  whateffer ;  sae  we 
had  to  leave  it  stickin’  there,  an’  I  wass  that  mad 
too  as  the  Doctor  wass  goin’  away  put  one  tay 
after  in  the  mornin’,  an’  he  wass  wantin’  sairly  to 
try  Loch  Gaisgeach,  an’  though  it’s  much  that  I 
would  have  dune  for  the  Doctor,  who  is  a  nice 
kind  shentleman,  we  wass  no’  able  to  get  on  the 
poat,  an’  sae  the  Doctor  went  away  without  his 
tay’s  fishin’,  greatly  to  my  regret  an’  sad  dis¬ 
appointment.  Put,  Mr.  Murdoch,  I  will  try  again, 
an’  I  will  get  two  or  three  more  lads,  an’  we  will 
go  early  in  the  mornin’  an’  haul  the  poat  across, 
an’  sae  we  will  pe  at  Gaisgeach  with  it  pefore  ye 
can  get  Loch  Sandwood  fished  after  cornin’  frae 
Rhiconich  in  the  mornin’.”  “  All  right,  Davie,” 
I  said,  “  you  be  there  and  I  will  meet  you,  but 
what  am  I  to  give  you  for  all  this  trouble  ;  how 
can  I  pay  you,  my  good  old  fellow  ?  ”  “  Oh,  an’ 

sure  it’s  Mr.  Murdoch  has  paid  me  more  than  well 
already,  an’  I’ll  no’  pe  askin’  anythin’  more  frae 
him,  an’  I’ll  take  the  poat  to  Gaisgeach  to  let  him 
have  a  tay’s  fishin’,  an’  the  poat  aince  there  will 
pe  aye  there,  for  Gaisgeach  is  the  finest  troutin’ 
loch  in  the  north-west  o’  Sutherland  ;  an’  Mr. 
Murdoch  I’m  sorry  is  goin’  away  frae  Durness 
the  night,  an’  he  might  have  stayed  a  few  tays  at 
any  rate,  an’  it’s  mysel’  that  would  have  been 
wadin’  in  poots,  stockin’s  an’  all,  into  the  sea 
pools  in  the  Kyle,  and  carrying  him  on  my  pack 
as  I’ve  dune  in  tays  pefore  to  let  him  pe  fishin’  the 
pest  sides  o’  the  pools.” 

As  we  rowed  up  in  the  evening  from  the  head  of 
the  loch  to  the  boat  bay,  Mr.  Wallace  told  us  that 
he  thought  he  would  never  succeed  in  finding  Loch 
Gaisgeach ;  that  it  was  much  further  away  from 
Loch  Sandwood  than  he  had  fancied  ;  and  that  he 
was  real  tired  out  before  at  “  lang  length  ”  he 
came  upon  it.  ,:Did  you  find  a  boat,  Mr. 
Wallace  ?  ”  said  I.  “  Oh,  yes,  I  did.  The  boat  was 
there  all  right,  and  two  men  apparently  in  charge 
of  it,  but  the  truth  is  it  seemed  as  if  I  was  likely 
to  be  defeated  in  getting  them  brought  into  good 
temper.  A  powerful  brown  Highlander,  of 
tremendous  size  and  with  a  brown  beard,  who 
seemed  to  be  the  ‘  boss  ’  was  very  growly  that 
you  had  not  come  along.”  “  That  was  Davie 
Mackenzie,  I  have  no  doubt,”  I  replied,  “  and  I 
wonder  not  at  his  being  out  of  humour ;  but  did 
you  not  tell  him  that  I  was  tired,  and  not  able  to 
come,  being  fairly  unfit  from  having  had  only 
three  hours’  sleep  a  night  for  several  nights  past  ?” 
“Well,  I  told  him  all  that,”  said  Mr.  Wallace, 
“  and  yet  he  drummed,  and  strutted  and  looked 
dour  ;  but  when  I  put  into  his  hand  the  where¬ 
withal  to  get  a  good  dram,  saying  you  had  sent  it 
by  me,  he  brightened  up  and  said,  ‘  It  was  ferry 
kind  and  mindful  o’  Mr.  Murdoch,  an’  would  I  not 
be  goin’  into  the  poat  to  see  if  we  could  not  get  a 
Gaisgeach  trout  or  two  to  send  him  ?  ’  So  finding 
Davie  now  become  pleasant,  I  accepted  his  invita¬ 
tion,  and  fished  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from 
the  boat  and  caught  the  trout  which  I  brought 
with  me,  and  which  you  will  have  seen  is  almost 
a  pounder.  Davie  told  me  that  now  that  a  boat 
is  on  to  Loch  Gaisgeach,  it  is  certain  that  anglers 
from  Durness  Hotel  will  every  day  be  fishing  the 
loch.  Some  of  them  he  said  will  go  to  the  Cape 
light-house,  about  a  mile  distant,  and  arrange  to  be 
taken  in  there  about  midnight  after  having  fished 
the  loch,  and  this  I  understood  from  him  is  the 
plan  that  is  adopted  when  Loch  Gaisgeach  is  to 
be  fished  with  comfort,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
most  advantage,  as  it  is  purely  an  evening  loch,  the 
trout  taking  incomparably  better  then  than  any 
time  during  the  day.”  The  specimen  brought  by 
Mr.  Wallace  for  us  to  see  was  a  trifle  above  the 
average  size — a  finely  shaped  pink-fleshed  golden 
bellied  trout,  with  a  number  of  large  spots  of 
unusual  colour  and  shape  dotted  over  it. 

The  moor  between  Kinloclibervie  and  Sand¬ 
wood  had  also  been  the  scene  but  two  nights 
before  of  a  boat  travelling  by  land.  Although 
often  before  Loch  Sandwood  had  been. fished  by 
parties  from  a  boat  belonging  to  the  angling  lessee, 
whose  right  to  the  fishings  till  last  year  was  ex¬ 
clusive,  it  had  never  till  the  day  that  Mr.  John¬ 
stone  and  I  fished  it  been  fished  by  Rhiconich 
Hotel  anglers  from  a  boat  belonging  to  the  hotel. 
But  Mr.  Wallace,  who  early  in  the  year  had 
secured  a  joint  right  to  the  fishing,  had  resolved 
to  overcome  this  drawback,  and  before  any  of 


the  season  was  lost  to  have  a  boat  put  on,  no 
matter  what  difficulties  might  come  in  the  way. 
Some  days  beforo  my  visit  a  boat  had  been 
secured,  which  a  couple  of  the  Rhiconich  gillies 
had  rowed  up  Loch  Iucliard  to  Kinloclibervie. 
Here,  owing  to  a  storm  prevailing  at  the  time, 
they  were  obliged  to  put  in  and  leave  the  boat 
instead  of,  as  was  intended,  taking  it  out  of  the 
loch  and  round  the  six  or  seven  miles  coastline 
of  open  sea  to  the  entrance  channel  to  Loch  Sand¬ 
wood.  To  admit  of  this  being  done  in  time  Mr. 
Wallace  had  hoped  that  the  sea  would  calm  down, 
but  as  for  two  days  in  succession  it  continued  very 
boisterous,  he  saw  at  the  end  of  that  time  that 
there  was  great  danger  of  his  promise  to  me  to 
have  a  boat  on  Sandwood  on  the  occasion  of  my 
visiting  it  not  being  fulfilled  if  the  boat  lying  at 
Kinloclibervie  was  to  be  taken  round  by  sea. 
Determined  to  keep  his  word,  he  therefore  re¬ 
solved  to  risk  no  further  delay.  Accordingly  ho 
mustered  together  six  men  of  great  stamina,  all 
possessing  wonderful  foreshore  legs,  like  “  Hugh 
the  Red,”  and — himself  captaining  this  band — set 
out  in  the  evening  in  two  traps  for  Ivinlochbervie, 
where,  roping  the  “  King  of  the  Moss,”  they  forth¬ 
with  commenced  the  toilsome  and  hazardous  job 
destined  to  last  six  “  mortal”  hours  of  dragging, 
pushing,  lifting,  and  carrying  the  boat — a  large 
and  heavy  one,  tarred  three  inches  thick,  seats 
and  all  [—through  moor, moss,  and  bogs, and  over 
brooks,  stones,  rocks,  and  hills  a  distance  little 
short  of  five  miles,  in  doing  which  most  of  the 
party  got  tumbled  more  than  once,  several 
sustained  severe  knocks,  and  one  tripping  in 
front  had  the  misfortune  to  be  run  over  by  the 
boat  when  it  was  ploughing  at  great  speed  down 
a  steep  brae.  All,  however,  ended  wonderfully 
well,  and,  as  Mr.  Wallace  truly  remarked,  “it 
was  wonderful  it  did.” 

I  was  charmed  with  Loch  Sandwood — the  per¬ 
fection  and  vastness  of  its  solitude  delighted  me. 
True,  I  did  little  on  it,  which  was  owing  to  having 
fished  it  a  fortnight  too  early,  and  on  a  bad  dav, 
but  the  little  I  did  and  what  I  saw  proved  suffi¬ 
cient  to  convince  me  that  its  angling  capabilities, 
as  yet  practically  untried,  must  be  very  great. 
About  the  middle  of  July,  with  the  first  great  run 
of  sea  trout,  sport  commences  in  earnest,  and  in 
a  moist  summer  it  ought  to  continue  good  for  at 
least  six  weeks.  A  great  drawback  to  the  ascent 
of  the  fish  is  the  frequent  partial  silting  up  by  the 
action  of  the  waves  of  the  channel  in  the  sands 
connecting  the  loch  with  the  sea.  I  would  there¬ 
fore  point  out  to  Mr.  Wallace  the  desirability  of 
always  keeping  the  channel  thoroughly  open,  as 
only  during  very  heavy  floods  can  the  large  sea 
trout,  from  4lb.  up  to  71b.  or  81b.,  find  their  way 
into  the  loch  when  the  entrance  way  is  choked 
to  any  extent.  (To  he  continued. ) 


LETTERS  FROM 
THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. — IV. 
By  Dr.  P.  H.  Emerson. 


It  was  evening.  The  yellow  light  from  my 
swinging  cabin  lamp  flared  on  the  dark  water¬ 
way. 

“Ha!  ha!  Humsoever,  as  I  was  saying,  you 
want  to  know  too  much,  sir.” 

“  Humsoever,  have  a  drink  and  think  it  over,  I 
retorted  to  the  little  dog-faced  poacher  who  was 
sitting  on  the  locker  beside  me,  eyeing  me  sus¬ 
piciously  as  I  jotted  down  a  few  notes. 

I  looked  up  and  met  the  eyes  of  that  weather¬ 
beaten  face,  so  full  of  deep  ruts  and  high  lumps  ; 
brown  eyes  that  looked  steadfastly  before  them  , 
eyes  like  those  of  an  old  retriever— grave,  patient, 

and  passionless.  ,  .  ,  . 

“  Ha  !  ha  !  ha !  ”  he  laughed,  and  turned  in  his 
seat,  and  leaning  back  began  to  sing  in  a  croaky 


voice —  „  , 

“  Down  by  the  old  null  stream, 

How  many  happy  hours  have  I  seen  .  &c., 


shing  with  yet  another  croaky  Ha  .  ha  !  ha  . 
saw  the  little  fellow  required  tenderly  hand- 
i  •  he  must  be  humoured  ;  so  I  watched  in 
nee.  Suddenly  his  singing  stopped,  and  slam- 
ig  his  fist  on  my  table,  he  said — 

I’m  Joe  Tedder,  of  -  Broad.  Nobody 

s  for  me,  and  I  don’t  care  for  nobody.  Ha  . 

!  ha !  ” 

The  bailiff?”  I  flaunted  the  red  rag  before 
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“  What,  that  warmin  ?  He  bain’t  no  good,  only 
for  ter  bully  a  poor  man  of  a  day  time,  and  to  look 
after  the  orcifers  of  the  angling  society  when  they 

come  to  fish  in  our  broad.  D - n  ’em,  what 

right  hev  they  got  here?  None  at  all.  What 
right  hev  lie  got  here  ?  None  at  all.  Humsoever, 
they  coam  and  fish  and  fish.  Rot  ’em  for  a  parcel 
of  furriners.” 

He  was  serious  now,  and  looked  at  me  as  a 
retriever  looks  at  his  master  when  on  the  point  of 
firing. 

“But  the  preservation  laws  do  good,”  I 
suggested. 

“Do  good?  Not  they,  sir.  There  used  to  be 
more  fish  and  fowl  when  we  could  fish  all  the  year 
round.  You  see,  sir,  it  would  craze  a  donkey’s 
heart  to  hear  some  of  these  gents  talk  as  thinks  as 
they  knows  something  of  fishing  ’cause  they  can 
throw  a  dead-bait  kind  of  pernikity  ;  but  lor,  they 
doan’t  know  noathin’  about  fish.  If  I  say  to  one 
on  ’em,  ‘  Wind  is  S.E.,  tide  half  flood,  moon 
October  wane,  where  be  them  pike  ?’  none  on  ’em 
could  tell  me — no,  not  they.  Humsoever,  as  I 
was  saying,  that  preservin’  and  all  them  lors 
and  bailiffs  ain’t  no  good,  ’cause  for  why  ?  Fish, 
sir,  as  you  knows,  is  like  men — they  ’quire  a  sartin 
amount  of  water  holdin’  a  sartin  amount  of  silt 
floatin’  in  it;  each  fish  must  have  his  share.  Now 
if  there  be  too  many  fish  in  a  hole  or  river,  they’ll 
work  away  to  another  place,  so  each  fish  can  get 
his  share  of  suction.  Tain’t  no  good  them  stockin’ 
a  stream  above  a  sartin  number  what  it  will  hold, 
for  the  rest  will  die  or  work  away  somewhere  else. 
Now  as  I  was  sayin’,  the  fish  go  to  sartin  places 
at  sartin  times,  and  the  small  fish  like  places  with¬ 
out  much  weed.  Now  what  do  this  ’ere  land  and 
water  presarvin’  do  ?  It  kills  the  fish,  for  why  ? 
’Cause  the  presarved  water  is  let  grow  right  full 
of  weed,  and  the  fish  doan’t  breed  as  they  used  to. 
.  .  .  Yes,  another  drain  o’  rum,  if  you  please, 

sir.  Well,  humsoever  !  And  now  as  to  the  liggerin’ 
and  line  laying,  that  don’t  dew  no  harm.  Why, 
lor  bless  you,  I  used  to  lay  ten  thousand  hooks  in 
the  old  days,  and  that  was  more  fish  than  ever.” 

“  What  does  the  harm,  then  ?  ” 

“  Why,  them  big  draw  nets  and  them  hamateurs 
what  catch  all  the  young  fish.” 

“  But  if  you  didn’t  preserve  how  could  the  big 
draw  net  be  stopped  ?  ” 

“  Lor !  bless  you,  sir,  them  bailiffs  don’t  stop 
nobody  ;  they  are  allust  a  bed  of  a  night-time.  . 

.  .  .  Haven’t  you  seen  ’em  all  day  on  the  move, 

sailin’  up  with  that  orficer,  and  goin’  to  the 
station  with  this  orficer  to  carry  his  things  ? 
Now,  sir,  ’t  ain’t  likely  they  can  be  up  all  day  and 
all  night  too  ;  ’t  ain’t  common  sense  that  at  all. 

They  don’t  stop  A - .  When  he  go  to  get  fish 

he  get  ’em.” 

“  But  if  the  bailiffs  were  not  about,  A -  and 

the  rest  would  be  at  it  all  day  and  night  too.” 

“  That’s  true,  sartinly,  but  if  the  lor  was  ter 
make  ’em  use  a  net  of  big  mesh  that  would  do  no 
harm.  I  ha’  lived  on  the  waters  all  my  life,  and 
my  father  afore  me,  and  I  tell  you,  sir,  you  can 
hev  tew  many  fish  in  a  river  or  broad,  and  what 
dew  the  real  damage  is  the  killin’  of  the  young 
undersized  fish  by  anglers  and  by  landlords  letting 
all  the  pulks  and  broads  grow  up  with  weed ; 
that’s  where  the  mischief  is.  Them  salts,  tew, 
dew  a  lot  of  harm,  but  that  can’t  be  helped.  The 
mashes  must  be  drained,  and  the  rivers  kept  free 
for  narvigation,  that  we  all  know,”  he  finished 
dogmatically,  and  drank  half  a  glass  of  rum, 
wiping  his  mouth  with  the  back  of  his  hand. 

“  Of  course  you  don’t  like  the  bailiff,”  I  ventured. 

“  They  don’t  trouble  me,”  he  said,  with  a  know¬ 
ing  smile. 

“  Well,  now,  supposing  you  had  to  make  the 
law  for  the  fishing,  what  would  you  do  ?  ” 

“  What  would  I  dew  ?  Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  Well,  I’ll 
tell  you,  sir.  I  shouldn’t  have  no  bailiffs  what- 
somever.  I  should  make  a  lor  to  prevent  every 
body  taking  undersized  fish,  ’ceptin’  a  few 
licensed  bait-sellers,  and  I  should  make  a  lor 
preventing  all  nets  being  used  under  a  sartin 
mesh.  I  shouldn’t  hev  no  close  season,  ’t  ain’t 
likely.” 

“  But  you  must  have  bailiffs  to  prevent  what 
you  think  is  so  damaging.” 

“  No !  no  !  no  !  I  should  offer  a  reward —  a  big 
’un,  mind — for  anyone  as  informed  against  persons 
taking  undersized  fish — ’ceptin’  the  bait-sellers  in 
course — in  any  manner  whatsoever.” 

This  is  a  poacher’s  view  of  the  case.  It  is  well 
to  hear  all  sides, 


$0t£S 


Nine  fresh  bustard  skins  are  advertised  for 
sale  in  our  columns  this  week. 


Plenty  of  salmon  are  now  being  killed  on  Loch 
Tay,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  reports. 

The  bag  nets  in  the  bay  at  Thurso  were  set  on 
Wednesday,  the  11th  inst.,  but  up  till  Saturday 
they  had  done  little  execution.  The  river  being 
in  good  order  for  salmon  running  the  previous 
week  drained  the  bay  of  fish  for  the  present. 


Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Edgecombe,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Gipping  Angling  Association,  received  flattering 
and  well-merited  acknowledgment  of  their  great 
appreciation  of  his  services  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  association  last  Saturday  evening. 


Up  till  last  week  the  number  of  haddocks  caught 
off  the  bay  at  Thurso  and  along  the  north  coast 
was  unprecedented.  The  supply  was  so  ample 
that  decent  haddocks  could  be  bought  ten  miles 
inland  for  9d.  per  dozen,  and  herriDg  for  2d.  per 
dozen. 


We  are  asked  by  several  correspondents  where 
the  Sportsman’s  Exhibition  is  to  be  held  this 
year.  We  can  give  no  information  on  the 
subject,  having  received  none,  and  as  the 
managers  seem  to  think  it  not  worth  while  to 
notice  the  F.O.,  we  have  decided  not  to  notice 
their  exhibition. 


Connemara  Fishing  Club. — Mr.  Hodgson  writes 
us,  saying  “  that  all  is  going  forward  as  fast  as  it 
can,  but  that  owing  to  the  extended  scope  of  the 
Connemara  Fishing  Club,  Limited,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  preliminaries,  the  full  prospectus  could  not 
be  got  ready  in  time  for  this  week.  Letters  and 
applications  continue  to  flow  in  to  the  hon.  sec., 
Currarevagh,  Oughterard.” 

One  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  pike  we 
remember  to  have  heard  of  as  being  killed  on 
the  river  Lea  was  taken,  live  baiting  with  snap 
tackle,  on  the  15th,  at  Dobb’s  Fishery,  Brox- 
bourne.  The  fish  weighed  271b. ;  extreme  length, 
47in. ;  from  eye  to  fork,  87in.  It  was  a  handsome 
fish,  we  are  told,  but  appears  to  have  been  nipped 
by  the  recent  severe  weather.  The  fortunate 
captor  was  Mr.  Fred.  Jonas,  of  Billiter-square. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  proposal  to  increase 
the  charge  for  a  license  to  fish  for  trout  in  the 
Tees  district  has  been  defeated.  If  it  is  true  that 
the  Tees  Board  pays  F'115  a  year  for  the  services 
of  one  police  inspector,  who  has  also  general 
police  duties  to  attend  to  as  well,  then  there  can 
be  no  wonder  that  the  Board  is  in  debt.  The 
entire  services  of  a  thoroughly  efficient  man  could 
be  had  at  half  that  sum.  We  may  mention  there 
is  a  long  report  in  the  North  Star  of  February  17, 
in  case  any  of  our  readers  want  further  details. 

In  his  able  speech  against  the  proposed  increase 
of  the  Tees  aDglers’  trout  license,  the  Mayor  of 
Darlington  pointed  out  what  he  considered  weak 
points  in  the  policy  of  the  board,  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  retrenchment.  “If  they  took  the  state¬ 
ments  of  the  treasurer,  they  would  find,”  he  said, 
“  that  there  were  several  very  expensive  items.  He 
never  could  justify  the  expenditure  for  artificial 
hatching,  and  it  seemed  to  him  like  an  insult  to 
nature  to  take  the  ova  from  the  salmon  and  hatch 
it  artificially.”  If  this  means  that  the  Tees  Board 
take  ova  from  salmon  which  u  would  spawn  natu¬ 
rally,  and  in  places  where  there  was  a  chance  of 
the  eggs  hatching  and  the  fry  getting  down  to 
the  sea,  then  we  agree  with  the  Mayor  of  Dar¬ 
lington.  _ 

Minnow-fishing  for  salmon  on  the  Aberdeen¬ 
shire  Dee  is  rampant  as  ever  this  year,  and 
rumour  has  it  that  lots  of  the  minnow-caught 
salmon  are  finding  their  way  into  the  market. 
We  think  the  net  fishers  might  be  left  to  provide 
the  market  supply.  _ 

From  the  Deveron  comes  the  good  news  that  a 
considerable  number  -of  salmon  managed  before 
the  season  opened  to  push  their  way  up  river  be¬ 


yond  the  Duke  of  Fife’s  river  nets.  On  the 
Huntly  and  Cabrach  reaches,  therefore,  there  will 
be  every  chance  of  a  few  salmon  being  secured  by 
some  of  the  many  tourist  anglers  that  annually 
visit  these  waters  for  the  sake  of  the  famous  trout- 
ing  in  April  and  May.  The  fish  were  enabled  to 
pass  up — and  not  for  many  years  before  have  they 
been  so  in  spring — through  the  spate  which 
followed  the  protracted  severe  frost  over  a  month 
ago  having  brought  down  great  masses  of  ice  and 
made  a  breach  or  gap  in  the  Rack  Pyke,  as  the 
cruive  barrier  is  termed. 


The  weather  continuing  remarkably  fine  and 
open  for  the  time  of  the  year,  the  early  salmon 
angling  in  Scotland  is  being  pursued  under  es¬ 
pecially  favourable  conditions.  On  most  rivers 
since  their  season  opened  it  has  been  better  than 
for  several  years  past.  There  has  also  pretty 
generally  been  better  netting. 


We  have  to  record  this  week  that  still  another 
step  in  the  right  direction  has  been  taken  by  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland  with  regard  to  his  salmon 
fisheries.  He  has  abandoned  the  netting  of  sal¬ 
mon  in  the  spring  months  in  the  river  Brora  and 
Loch  Brora.  His  grace’s  desire  is  to  do  everything 
possible  for  the  improvement  of  his  fisheries  and 
especially,  if  attainable,  to  make  his  early  rivers 
second  to  none  in  Scotland  for  rod  fishing  in 
spring.  _ 

This  is  something  like  fishing  !  In  the  autumn 
of  1886  one  thousand  and  forty-one  salmon,  mainly 
of  weights  between  161b.  and  241b.  were  fairly  and 
squarely  caught  by  rod  and  line  in  the  ducal 
fishery  of  a  well-known  salmon  river  in  Scotland 
between  27th  August  and  15th  October.  In  eight 
years  the  total  head  of  fish  caught  in  this  fishery 
between  the  dates  mentioned  numbered  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-two,  a  num¬ 
ber  equivalent  to  six  hundred  and  seventy-four 
each  season. 


The  fishery  above  referred  to  is  not  approached 
by  any  other  in  Scotland,  or  perhaps  anywhere 
else,  for  productiveness  in  autumn.  The 
Deveron’s  best  autumn  fishery  never  yielded  more 
than  two  hundred  fish  in  one  autumn,  and  its 
average  for  the  best  six  years  of  recent  date  seems 
only  to  have  reached  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
salmon,  of  an  average  weight  of  121b. 


Unlike  the  neighbouring  early  rivers  the  North 
Esk,  Forfarshire,  had  but  au  indifferent  appear¬ 
ance  of  spring  fish  in  it  up  to  the  beginning  of  last 
week. 


Since  the  early  trouting  season  of  last  year  the 
Haughton  Arms  Hotel,  Alford,  on  the  river  Don, 
has  changed  hands.  Mr.  C.  Milne,  the  new  “  host,” 
is  an  angler,  and  he  may  safely  be  trusted  to  pro¬ 
vide  good  fishing  for  his  angling  guests,  most  of 
whom  hail  from  south  of  the  Border. 


m'ii  <&umes 


A  Fine  Eel. — An  eel  was  taken  out  of  an  old 
disused  canal  at  Market  Overton,  after  the  bfeak 
up  of  the  late  frost,  of  the  following  dimensions  : — 
44in.  long ;  girth  and  weight,  6^1b.  after  two  weeks’ 
hanging.  I  can  vouch  for  truth  of  above  in  every 
way.— J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Oakham. 


From  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  Journal. — “  May  9th, 
1827. — This  day  we  went  to  dinner  at  Mr. 
Scrope’s,  at  the  Pavilion,  where  were  the  Haigs 
of  Bemerside,  Isaac  Haig,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bain- 
bridge,  &c.  Warm  dispute  whether  par  are  or 
are  not  salmon  trout.  ‘  Fleas  are  not  lobsters, 
d - n  them.’  ” 


A  Plague  of  Dog-Fish. — In  the  spring  of  1858 
the  north-west  coast  of  Scotland  was  visited  by 
a  plague  of  dog-fish,  which  swarmed  in  such  in¬ 
conceivable  numbers  that  the  ordinary  deep-sea 
fishing  was  rendered  almost  entirely  nugatory, 
much  to  the  injury  of  the  poor  fishermen,  who  in 
great  measure  rely  upon  the  produce  of  this  occu¬ 
pation  for  their  living.  It  was  perfectly  useless 
to  set  long  lines,  for  only  the  skeletons  of  the 
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cod,  Ac.,  were  brought  up,  the  voracious  dog-fish 
having  torn  them  to  pieces  and  picked  their  bones 
on  the  hooks.  It  was,  indeed,  as  much  as  they 
could  do,  even  when  fishing  with  hand  linos,  to 
bring  any  to  the  surface  before  pieces  had  been 
bitten  out  of  them.  I  have  been  told  of  an  in¬ 
stance  where  a  fisherman  hauled  in  three  of  these 
beasts  with  their  teeth  fast  into  a  cod  which  ho 
had  hooked  ;  and  of  another,  where  a  man,  before 
taking  in  a  cod  which  he  had  brought  to  the  sur¬ 
face,  pulled  out  with  his  hand  no  less  than  nine 
in  succession  as  they  endeavoured  to  seize  it.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  utilise  the  dog-fish  by  ex¬ 
tracting  oil  from  them.  They  were,  however, 
from  their  numbers,  half  starved,  and  so  miserably 
poor  that  it  was  a  complete  failure.  It  can  hardly 
be  wondered  that  dog-fish  are  universally  objects 
of  detestation  to  fishermen,  by  whom  no  mercy 
is  shown  them,  and  who  sometimes,  indeed, 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  them  in  very  cruel 
ways,  such,  for  instance,  as  by  sticking  corks  on 
their  dorsal  spines,  when,  being  unable  to  descend, 
the  poor  wretches  must  miserably  end  their  days 
upon  the  surface,  unless  released  from  their  suf¬ 
ferings  by  a  passing  gull.  I  have  seen,  when  a 
boy,  eight  or  ten  of  them  tied  along  a  stick  and 
thus  sent  adrift  together. — Simeon's  “  Stray  Notes 
on  Fishing  and  Natural  History.'' 


Good  Stories. — We  should  be  much  obliged  to 
any  of  our  readers  who  can  send  us  good  short 
yarns,  fishy  or  otherwise.  A  friend  sends  us  the 
following,  which  will  indicate  the  kind  of  thing 
we  want.  When  we  get  something  extra  good  we 
shall  send  the  sender  a  quid — -well,  no,  but  a  quid 
pro  quo,  at  any  rate  : — 

“  The  Major’s  Yarn. — One  evening  in  the  smok¬ 
ing-room  three  were  relating  their  experiences,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  audience  re¬ 
pressed  signs  of  incredulity,  for  some  of  the  yarns 
were  even  beyond  the  ordinary  stretch  of  imagina¬ 
tion.  At  last  a  most  extraordinary  story  was  told. 
The  relator  leant  back  in  his  chair  with  a  sort  of 
satisfaction  and  a  ‘  beat-that-if-you-can  ’  expression 
on  his  face,  while  the  audience  all  looked  to  Major 

T - in  dread  that  he  was  at  last  beaten.  The 

Major  arose,  quietly  walked  to  the  fireplace,  and 
knocked  the  ashes  out  of  his  pipe  deliberately,  and 
then  turned  round,  saying,  ‘  Well,  there  are  some 
things  which  seem  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of 
events,  but  when  a  fellow  sees  them  with  his  own 
eyes  and  is  certain  that  he  is  not  under  any 
hallucination  produced  by  “saki,”  why,  of  course, 
he  must  believe  them.  I  once  saw  a  thing  in 
Japan  which  has  puzzled  me  ever  since.  I  may 
as  well  tell  you  first  that  I  have  gone  in  thoroughly 
for  conjuring,  and  know  perfectly  all  the  tricks  the 
Jappas  use,  but  what  I  am  going  to  tell  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that,  but  sheer  gymnastic  skill.  I  had 
been  out  shooting  near  Tokio,  and  was  returning 
in  my  “  ricksha,”  when  I  saw  a  performance  was 
going  on  in  a  little  village  I  passed  through.  I 
told  the  coolie  to  stop  and  got  out  to  watch. 
There  were  the  usual  things — bamboo  ladder, 
slack  wire,  &c. — and  the  company  were  certainly 
very  good,  but  from  the  expectant  look  of  the 
audience  the  trick  of  the  evening  had  not  come 
off.  At  last  an  old  wizened  man  came  into  the 
ring  and  was  met  with  shouts  of  applause.  He 
had  a  common  ball  of  string  in  his  hand,  which 
he  handed  round  for  inspection.  I  examined  it 
thoroughly,  and  found  it  all  square.  He  stepped 
into  the  centre  of  the  ring,  twisted  one  end  of  the 
string  round  the  finger  of  his  left  hand,  and  with 
the  right  threw  the  ball  in  the  air.  The  ball 
mounted  higher  and  higher  until  it  had  entirely 
unrolled  itself,  then,  hand  over  hand,  he  climbed 
up  !  ’  ‘  But  how  did  he  get  down  ?  ’  ‘  Oh,  I  didn’t 
wait  to  see.’  ” 


“A  Practical  Treatise  on  Fly-fishing.” — We 
have  received  from  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill,  170, 
Strand,  London,  a  copy  of  the  second  edition 
(price  one  shilling  in  cloth)  of  Mr.  James  Tayler’s 
useful  little  work  on  fly-fishing,  of  which  we  can 
repeat  our  recommendation  given  of  the  first 
edition,  as  follows  : — “  Like  ‘  Piscator’s  ’  humble 
friend,  the  chub,  it  is  ‘  a  good  dish  of  meat,’  and 
excellent  for  entering  a  young  angler.  Mr. 
Tayler’s  views  as  to  tackle  are  generally  sound 
and  practical.  On  the  subject  of  flies  he  gives 
excellent  advice.  We  can  safely  recommend  it 
as  a  useful  manual  for  (any  young  aspirant  to 
fly-fishing  honours.”  Tho  little  'work  is  very 
happily  dedicated  to  our  J  old  [friend  and  con¬ 


tributor,  Dr.  John  Brunton,  M.A.,  M.D.,  who  is 
most  truly  referred  to  as  one  of  the  most  skil¬ 
ful  and  genial  anglers  of  the  present  day. 

Fishing  in  the  Yellowstone  Park. — A  corre¬ 
spondent  wrote  to  us  to  ask  if  it  was  true  that 
the  trout  streams  in  the  Yellowstone  Park,  U.S., 
are  so  crystal  clear  that  it  is  impossible  to  catch 
the  trout  in  them.  Knowing  Mr.  Kipling  had 
been  there  recently,  we  referred  the  matter  to 
him,  and  he  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — “  Dear 
Mr.  Marston, — I  don’t  know.  If  your  query  isn’t 
a  joke,  I’ve  caught  trout  all  along  the  Yellowstone, 
and  they  seemed  to  be  catchable,  but  in  shallow 
riffles  it’s  ’deed  difficult.  Got  to  hide  behind 
bushes  and  throw  from  afar  sometimes.  Other 
times  they  come  out  of  the  water  to  you. — Sin¬ 
cerely,  Rudyard  Kipling.” 


A  Red  Fly. — “A  red  fly  I  have  always  found 
kill  better  rather  late  in  the  evening  than  at  any 
other  time  of  the  day.  In  the  white-moth  tribe, 
as  night-flies,  I  have  not  much  faith,  though  I 
have  heard  of  their  doing  good  service.  When 
they  do  answer  I  imagine  it  is  only  on  very  warm 
evenings.  Let  me  recommend  those  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  fastening  their  casting-line 
to  the  line  by  a  loop  on  each,  to  adopt  the  much 
better  plan  of  haviug  merely  a  knot  at  the  end  of 
the  line  and  a  loop  in  the  casting- line.  They  are 
then  most  easily  fastened  by  just  passing  the 
knotted  line  through  the  loop,  giving  it  one  turn 
round  it,  and  then  bringing  it  back  again  between 
the  loop  and  tho  line,  after  which  the  latter  is 
pulled  down  to  the  knot.  This  mode  of  fasten¬ 
ing  relieves  you  from  the  nuisance  of  having  to 
pass  all  your  casting-line  through  the  loop,  and 
often  saves  much  trouble  if  you  happen  to  get 
hung  up.  It  possesses  also  the  decided  advan¬ 
tage  of  rendering  your  line  lighter  to  cast  with.” 
— Cornwall  Simeon. 


Destruction  of  Fish  by  the  Recent  Long 
Frost. — Mr.  J.  H.  Blyde,  of  the  Hallcar  Works, 
Hallcar-street,  Sheffield,  received  this  week  the 
following  account  from  a  friend  of  the  wholesale 
manner  in  which  Jack  Frost  has  killed  off  pond 
and  other  fish  in  a  district  within  a  dozen  miles 
of  Lincoln.  Says  this  correspondent: — “I  think 
the  frost  has  killed  all  the  fish — I  think  every 
fish — in  the  holes.  It  is  grievous  to  see  the  fish 
lying  dead  now,  not  in  scores,  but  in  hundreds. 
I  estimate  the  number  I  noticed  as  upwards  of  a 
thousand.  Some  of  the  bream  are  very  fine  indeed. 
I  am  getting  out  what  I  can  and  boiling  them  for 
my  chickens.  You  would  be  astonished  could  you 
but  see  them.  Never  was  there  such  a  bad  sight 
for  a  sportsman.  There  is  a  lot  of  ice  yet,  but  I  can 
see  all  sorts  of  dead  fish  in  the  water  but  eels  and 
large  pike.  It  is  a  great  pity.  There  is  some  talk  of 
closing  the  pits  for  a  year  or  two.  But  the  pits 
will  be  thoroughly  inspected  before  anything  de¬ 
finite  is  settled.  I  had  a  large  hole  broken 
through  the  ice  in  the  pond  during  the  whole  of 
the  frost,  and  was  simple  enough  to  think  that 
was  sufficient  to  give  the  fish  all  the  air  they  re¬ 
quired.  But  there  should  have  been  at  the  least 
a  score  of  ‘  breathing  holes  ’  on  the  sheet  of  water 
I  refer  to  on  this  side  of  the  beck.  I  cannot  find 
a  dead  fish  on  the  far  side,  and  the  ice  was  quite 
as  thick  there.  As  I  stand  on  the  river  bank  this 
side,  I  can  count  hundreds  of  dead  fish,  many  still 
fast  in  the  ice.  There  must  have  been  2ft.  of  ice 
in  the  middle  of  the  hole.” 


Hints  to  Young  Anglers. — I  cannot  hope  to 
teach  the  expert,  but  I  doubt  not  that  there  are 
many  of  the  younger  readers  of  this  little  work 
who  may  be  assisted  in  taking  a  larger  basket  of 
fish  than  they  otherwise  would,  by  a  knowledge  of 
the  following  artifices,  which  I  have  often  found 
most  successful In  a  clear  warm  day,  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  Green  Drake  season,  when  the 
trout  cannot  be  induced  to  rise  at  the  artificial  fly, 
I  have  frequently  been  most  successful  by  prac¬ 
tising  the  following  ruse,  viz.,  having  only  a  trail 
fly  on  your  casting  line  (which  should  be  very 
long  and  light),  make  it  slightly  fast  to  a  water 
lily  or  other  leaf.  Having  marked  where  a  fish  is 
feeding,  go  up-stream  well  above  the  place,  and 
guide  through  means  of  your  rod  the  leaf,  so  that 
|  it  will  pas3  close  by  the  spot,  taking  the  precaution 
of  using  a  long  line,  and  to  keep  as  much  out  of 
|  sight  as  possible.  When  the  leaf  has  reached  the 
trout’s  haunt,  by  a  slight  strike  disengage  your  fly 


fron  the  leaf,  so  that  it  will  drop  in  the  water, 
and  but  seldom  will  the  fish  hesitate  to  rise,  and 
on  such  occasions  will  yourself  fail  to  strike 
successfully.  Now  for  hint  number  two  :  When  I 
have  been  unable  to  get  a  strike  minnow  fishing, 
I  have  stimulated  the  trout’s  appetite  by  taking 
a  worm  and  hooking  it  transversely  across  the 
centre,  so  that  when  your  minnow  is  put  on  both 
sides  of  the  worm  hang  on  either  side  of  his  head. 
If  fish  reason,  I  suppose  they  thus  argue  :  “  That 
fellow  is  going  off  with  a  prize  ;  if  he  was  not  in 
good  health  he  would  scarcely  have  such  a  vora¬ 
cious  appetite.  It’s  evident  Mister  Fisherman 
has  played  no  tricks  on  this  chap.”  So  at  him  he 
goes,  and  tyro’s  basket  becomes  heavier  by 
another  fish.  Not  to  keenness,  but  to  accident  I 
made  this  discovery.  I  had  fished  most  unsuccess¬ 
fully  for  several  hours,  having  changed  from  worm 
to  minnow  and  vice  versa  :  in  one  of  these  altera¬ 
tions,  being  careless  from  want  of  success,  some 
worm  was  left  on  the  shank  of  the  hook  after  I 
reverted  to  the  minnow.  The  hint  was  not  lost, 
and  often  afterwards  practised. — From  “  Gun,  Rod 
and  Saddle ,”  by  “  Ubique." 


Exceptionally  Heavy  Weights  on  the  Dee. — 
While  the  average  spring  salmon  seldom  exceeds 
81b.  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  season  at 
least,  this  year  a  great  number  of  very  heavy  fish 
have  been  landed.  Mr.  Grimble,  on  Carlogie, 
tops  the  list  with  a  fish  of  251b. ;  Dr.  Profeit,  on 
the  Berkhall,  comes  next  with  one  of  231b.,  while 
several  have  twenty-pounders,  and  quite  a  host 
have  two  or  more  fish  scaling  171b.,  181b.,  and 
191b.  The  weight  of  twenty-five  fish  taken  as 
reported  from  the  reports  of  the  first  two  days 
yielded  an  average  of  close  on  121b.  each.  Seldom, 
if  ever,  have  so  many  heavy  weights  been  got  on 
the  opening  days  of  the  season. 


Testing  the  Drains. — Perhaps  you  do  not 
know  that  where  drains  run  underneath  a  house  (a 
condition  of  things  much  to  be  deprecated,  but 
which,  unfortunately,  prevails  extensively  in 
towns  and  old  houses)  there  is  a  way  of  finding 
out  whether  they  are  defective,  which  you  might 
adopt  on  your  own  account.  If  disposed  to  experi¬ 
ment  in  this  direction,  you  should  buy  of  any 
good  druggist  six  pennyworth  of  the  strongest  oil 
of  peppermint  procurable.  Now  look  carefully 
round  the  walls  of  the  house  on  the  outside,  and 
in  some  convenient  out-of-the-way  place  you  will 
be  sure  to  find  a  square  hole  with  a  trap,  which  is 
the  opening  of  the  drain.  Pour  the  peppermint 
down  this  drain  outside  the  house,  then  go  insida 
the  house  and  shut  the  doors.  If  after  a  few 
minutes  there  is  a  smell  of  pepperment  in  the 
house  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  drain¬ 
age  is  imperfect,  and  that  there  is  a  defect  some¬ 
where.  Where  the  odour  of  peppermint  can 
penetrate,  sewer  gas  can  penetrate,  and  though 
the  one  is  harmless  the  other  is  poisonous.  The 
test  is  rather  a  rough  one,  but  it  is  tolerably  cer¬ 
tain.  If  the  peppermint  can  be  smelt  inside  the 
house  a  minute  or  so  after  it  has  been  poured  into 
the  drain  outside  the  house,  there  is  abundant 
cause  for  uneasiness. — Phyllis  Browne,  in  “  CasseH  s 
Family  Magazine  ”  for  February. 


River  Ouse. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Godman- 
Chester  Town  Council  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Okins 
brought  forward  the  question  of  the  Corporation 
Fisheries.  He  complained  that  it  was  unfair  of 
strangers  coming  from  London  and  elsewhere 
taking  the  fish  from  waters  that  should  be  re¬ 
served  for  the  use  of  local  anglers,  and  he  con- 
sidered  that  the  waters  should  not  be  thrown 
open,  but  let,  and  that  the  right  of  free  fishing  be 
reserved  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough.  River 
Nene. — This  river  is  now  in  better  condition  than 
for  some  time,  and  pike  are  improving  and  worth 
trying  for.  Roach  bite  well,  and  good  baskets 
have  been  obtained  at  Oundle  and  Peterboro’. — 
W.  J. 


Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills.  —Coughs,  Influenza— Tho 
soothing  pr  .perties  of  these  medicaments  render  them  well  worthy 
of  trial  in  all  diseases  of  tlic  lungs.  In  common  colds  and  influenza 
tho  Pills  taken  internally  and  the  Ointment  rubbed  externally  are 
exceedingly  efficacious.  When  influenza  is  epidemic  this  treatment 
is  easiest,  safest,  and  surest.  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment 
purify  the  blood,  remove  all  obstructions  to  its  free  circulation 
through  the  lungs,  relieve  the  overgorged  air  tubes,  and  render 
respiration  free  without  reducing  the  strength,  irritating  tho 
nerves,  or  depressing  the  spirits.  Such  arc  the  ready  means 
of  saving  suffering  when  afflicted  with  colds,  coughs,  bronchitis, 
and  other  complaints  by  which  so  many  are  seriously  and  perma¬ 
nently  afflicted  in  most  countries. 
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FISHING  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 

By  Rux. 

Part  IV. — British  Columbia. 

During  my  stay  in  Canada  I  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  provinces  that  are 
situated  between  Ontario  and  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  only  in 
contemplation  in  those  days,  and  Manitoba, 
Assinaboia  and  Alberta,  which  are  now  so  accessible, 
were  then  very  much  out  of  the  path  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  traveller.  I  am  therefore  not  in  a  position 
to  furnish  the  intending  angler  with  any  of  my 
own  personal  experiences  in  those  parts,  although 
from  all  one  can  learn  from  other  travellers  there 
are  many  points  of  interest  in  each  of  them. 

I  shall  now  take  the  traveller  to  British 
Columbia,  in  which  province  I  resided  for  some 
years. 

I  have  never  traversed  the  western  continent 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific,  but  have  on  more  than 
one  occasion  made  the  journey  from  ocean  to 
ocean  by  one  or  other  of  the  United  States  lines  ; 
and  am  also  one  of  the  pioneer  surveyors  of  the 
now  famous  C.  P.,  from  the  Rockies  to  the  Pacific 
slope. 

As  volumes  have  been  written  by  several 
authors  gifted  with  more  descriptive  genius  than 
I  possess,  relative  to  the  magnificent  scenery  of 
the  Rockies  and  the  Gold  and  Selkirk  ranges,  I 
shall  simply  remark  that  these  mountains,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Himalayas,  are,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  most  picturesque  in  the  world. 

I  can  see  the  grandeur  now  of  the  panorama, 
with  its  snow-capped  mountains,  glittering  glaciers 
and  sparkling  streams,  with  more  appreciation  for 
its  splendour  than  in  days  gone  by. 

This  will  be  easily  understood  by  the  reader 
when  I  inform  him  “  Shanks’  mare  ”  was  the  order 
of  the  day  ;  and  when  one  has  to  carry  his  gun  in 
one  hand  and  rod  in  the  other,  besides  over  701b. 
weight  of  provisions  and  blankets  on  his  back, 
the  tourist  is  likely  to  lose,  for  the  time  being, 
his  poetical  ideas  of  the  truly  beautiful. 

The  toils  of  the  past  are,  however,  long  since 
forgotten,  and  an  extra  51b.  penalty  would 
scarcely  stop  me,  had  I  again  the  chance  of 
stalking  the  elk,  or  angling  the  streams  for  moun¬ 
tain  trout,  in  those  far  off  regions. 

And  now  let  us  away— 

“To  the  West,  to  the  West,  to  the  land  of  the  free.” 

In  my  last  article  on  Ontario  I  had  brought 
the  traveller  as  far  as  Rat  Portage,  a  town  situated 
on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  although 
the  name  is  somewhat  inelegant,  it  is  nevertheless 
a  place  now  of  no  small  importance,  not  only  to 
the  followers  of  field  sports,  but  also  to  emigrants. 

Once  more  aboard  the  train,  I  shall  let  the 
“iron  horse  ”  take  us  over  the  vast  prairies  of 
Manitoba,  Assinaboia,  and  Alberta.  At  the 
western  confines  of  this  latter  province  the 
Rockies  are  reached.  The  train  enters  by  the 
now  famous  “  Kicking-Horse  Pass,”  and  gradually 
wending  its  circuitous  route,  takes  us  through  the 
Gold  range,  and  later  on  the  Selkirk  mountains 
are  entered  by  Roger’s  Pass.  The  last  barrier  is 
passed,  the  traveller  is  in  the  lovely  valleys  of 
British  Columbia,  and  finally,  some  hours  later, 
the  smoking  steed  pulls  up  at  Vancouver — or,  as  it 
is  sometimes  called,  Terminal  City — on  the  Pacific 
slope. 

The  principal  rivers  in  British  Columbia  are  : 
the  Columbia,  Fraser,  Kootenay,  Thompson, 
Peace,  and  Skeena  ;  and  during  the  season  up  one 
and  all  of  these  streams  salmon  run  in  thousands, 
although  of  different  kinds. 

The  best  salmon  are  taken  between  April  and 
July  ;  these  are  quickly  followed  by  smaller 
fish,  averaging  about  81b.  In  August  come  the 
large  white  salmon,  which  are  succeeded  by  the 
hunchback  and  hooknose  species ;  but  the  two 
latter  compared  with  the  early  fish  are  of  a  very 
inferior  quality. 

Of  all  the  rivers  that  flow  through  the  province, 
as  salmon  rivers  there  is  none  that  can  compare 
with  the  Fraser ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  catches  of  previous  years,  that  of  1890 
was  the  largest  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  fisher¬ 
man  on  the  river,  as  many  as  8,000,0001b.  weight 
having  been  netted  during  the  season. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  by  the  lovers  of  the 
rod  that  the  Fraser,  as  also  the  other  large  rivers 
I  have  named,  do  not  afford  any  sport  for  the 
angler  with  a  fly.  The  Harrison  river,  a  tributary 


of  the  Fraser,  is  however  an  exception  to  this  rule, 
and  capital  fishing  can  be  had,  especially  above  the 
head  of  navigation.  The  sportsman  can  take  up 
his  quarters  at  Port  Hammond,  which  is  easily 
reached  either  from  New  Westminster  or  Yale  by 
the  boats  plying  between  these  towns,  and  which 
call  at  the  landing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harrison 
river. 

Some  good  salmon  fishing  can  also  be  had  at  the 
head  waters  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Thompson 
river,  and  splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  Shuswup 
Lakes.  To  arrive  at  these  waters,  the  western 
traveller  had  better  detrain  at  Kamloops,  a  very 
flourishing  town  on  the  C.P.  line.  There  is  a 
capital  hotel,  and  everything  the  sportsman  re¬ 
quires  can  be  obtained  at  moderate  prices. 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July  salmon  are 
caught  in  large  quantities  with  bait  in  many  of 
the  harbours,  both  on  the  mainland  and  the  island 
of  Vancouver  ;  and  la3t  year  seventy  salmon  were 
taken  in  one  day — trolling. 

The  rivers  that  I  have  fished  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  North-west  Territory,  such  as  the 
Liard  and  the  Nahani— tributaries  of  the  Mac¬ 
kenzie — like  the  Fraser,  afford  no  sport  for  the 
lovers  of  fly-fishing,  but  I  have  caught  some 
splendid  mountain  trout  with  bait  in  each  of  them. 
I  do  not,  however,  advocate  this  section  of 
Canada’s  Dominion  at  present,  although  the  sport 
to  be  obtained  I  may  say  is  perfectly  marvellous. 
My  reason  for  not  doing  so  is  that  the  country  is 
not  sufficiently  opened  up,  the  expense  of  a  trip 
would  be  very  heavy,  and  it  is  probable  the 
traveller,  instead  of  having  a  tour  of  pleasure, 
would  experience  one  of  very  great  toil  and  some¬ 
what  more  “  roughing  it  ”  than  he  desired. 

As  regards  the  smaller  streams  of  British 
Columbia,  including  Vancouver  Island,  the  angler 
cannot  possibly  make  any  mistake.  I  do  not 
promise  him  heavy  takes  of  salmon,  but  if  he  is 
contented  with  mountain  trout  and  plenty  of  them, 
some  of  which  will  scale  from  101b.  to  151b.,  it 
will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  direct  him 
to  some  of  the  best  sporting  streams  on  the  Pacific 
slope,  or  I  may  say  in  the  world. 

It  is  some  few  years  ago  since  I  made  the 
trip  over  the  route  laid  out  by  the  Dominion 
Government  for  the  course  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway.  For  reasons  unknown  to  me  this  route 
was  changed,  and  the  terminus  of  the  line,  instead 
of  being  at  Bute  Inlet  as  originally  intended,  is 
now  at  Vancouver  City,  Burrard  Inlet.  It  is 
strange,  but  nevertheless  true,  that  although  the 
surrounding  country  has  all  been  explored,  and 
mostly  taken  up,  the  little  bit  of  country  through 
which  myself  and  party  travelled  is,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  ranches,  yet  the  happy 
hunting-ground  of  rod  and  gun. 

As  late  as  last  July  Mr.  Pandrier,  District  Land 
Surveyor  to  the  British  Columbia  Government, 
made  a  trip  through  this  portion  of  the  province, 
and  in  his  official  report  states  that  scarcely  any 
of  the  Chilcotin  Valley  has  been  yet  settled.  At 
present  there  are  no  saw-mills,  in  fact  nothing  to 
mar  the  sport  of  the  hunter  except  the  buz  of  our 
old  enemies,  the  mosquitoes,  with  their  occasional 
stinging  bite.  Bah !  who  cares  for  a  few  biting 
insects  ?  Would  that  it  were  possible  to  preserve 
this  lovely  vale  as  it  is  to-day,  without  mills, 
without  railways,  without  even  civilisation.  Alas  ! 
it  is  too  much  to  hope  for,  and  in  a  few  years  the 
birds  of  the  air,  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the 
fish  of  the  water  will  have  yielded  their  supremacy 
to  selfish  man. 

In  passing  through  the  fair  Chilcotin  Vale,  on 
the  way  to  the  coast,  the  traveller  can  certainly 
not  proceed  over  half-a-dozen  miles  without 
crossing  some  pearly  streams,  some  of  which  are 
mountain  torrents,  whilst  a  few  are  “still  waters 
which  run  deep.”  Most  of  these  streamlets  are  as 
yet  unnamed,  but  the  best  and  principal  are  the 
Chilco  and  Chilcotin.  Tho  angler  will  also  come  to 
several  lakes  well  worthy  of  his  rod,  the  largest  of 
which  is  Lake  Tatala,  a  very  picturesque  sheet  of 
water,  and,  like  the  streams,  teeming  with  fish. 

The  easiest  way  for  the  sportsman  to  reach  my 
fishing  “  Eldorado  ”  is,  on  his  journey  west,  to 
leave  the  train  at  Spencer’s  Bridge,  a  station  on 
the  C.P.  line,  and  from  there  take  the  coach  to 
Soda  Creek.  At  this  point  every  requisite  in  the 
way  of  guides  and  provisions  can  be  procured ;  but 
as  pack  animals  are  essential  for  the  trip,  if  not 
to  be  had  here,  a  telegram  to  Kamloops  will 
quickly  bring  as  many  as  may  be  required. 
Crossing  the  Fraser  to  the  opposite  bank  from  the 


village  the  hunter  strikes  the  old  government 
trail,  which  he  can  follow  with  ease,  accompanied 
by  his  horses,  till  he  reaches  the  Cascade  Moun¬ 
tains.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  dismiss  the 
“  train,”  as  it  is  called,  which  can  be  replaced  by 
Chilcotan  Indians  to  act  as  carriers.  Following 
down  the  course  of  the  Hoomathco  river,  which 
takes  its  rise  in  this  range,  in  about  two  days  the 
navigable  portion  of  the  stream  is  reached,  where 
canoes  can  be  hired  to  take  the  traveller  to  the 
coast  at  Bute  Inlet.  Here  he  will  find  steamers 
which  will  convey  him  to  Vancouver  City ;  or 
should  he  determine  to  spend  a  winter  on  the 
Pacific  slope,  the  angler  cannot  do  better  than 
jump  on  board  the  old  Rainbow,  which  in  a  few 
hours  will  land  him  at  Victoria. 

I  may  mention  that  the  Hoomathco  was  at  one 
time  a  grand  salmon  river,  but  owing  to  the  saw 
mills  at  Bute  Inlet  the  fishing  is  no  longer  what  it 
used  to  be.  The  distance  from  Soda  Creek  to  the 
inlet  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  and 
if  the  sportsman  does  not  tarry  too  long  at  the 
many  streams  en  route,  the  trip  can  be  made  in 
about  three  months. 

Although  to  some  it  may  appear  a  long  journey 
to  take  for  a  season’s  shooting  and  fishing,  British 
Columbia  has  been  brought  not  only  within  com¬ 
paratively  easy  radius,  but  is  also  quite  in  reach 
of  those  who  possess  but  moderate  incomes.  The 
traveller’s  expenses  can  also  be  greatly  reduced 
if,  instead  of  taking  the  luxurious  Pullman  palace 
cars,  he  will  be  content  with  the  accommodation 
afforded  in  the  second  class  “  sleepers.”  These 
cars  are  very  comfortable,  much  cheaper  than  the 
regular  passenger  coaches,  and  generally  the 
traveller  will  meet  with  sociable  companions,  who 
are  only  too  willing  to  make  themselves  agreeable 
during  the  journey. 

A  further  great  saving  can  be  also  realised  by 
reducing  the  stock  of  provisions,  and  the  hunter 
being  satisfied  with  the  repast  that  can  be  set  be¬ 
fore  him  obtained  by  rod  and  gun.  Some  pro¬ 
visions,  such  as  flour,  salt,  bacon  and  a  few  little 
delicacies,  must  of  course  be  purchased,  but  if  the 
party  have  secured  the  services  of  a  good  cook, 
who  is  thoroughly  up  in  his  work,  a  no  mean  bill 
offare  can  be  daily  served.  The  following  is  an 
al-fresco  menu,  fit  I  should  say  for  a  gourmet,  and 
can  for  the  most  part  be  procured  without  the  aid 
of  Fortnum  and  Mason  : — 

Cray  Fisn  Soup. 

Broiled  Mountain  Trout. 

Fillet  de  Black  Bear. 

IIauncii  op  Venison.  Haunch  op  Mountain  Mutton. 

Grouse  Pie.  Prairie  Chickens. 

Quail  on  Toast. 

Wild  Strawberry  Fool.  Currant  Tart. 

Having  now  marked  out  the  route  to  be  taken 
through  one  of  the  grandest  bits  of  country  the 
lovers  of  either  rod  or  gun  can  desire,  I  think  it 
will  not  be  amiss  to  warn  the  sportsman  on  two 
points.  Of  the  Indians  or  animals  he  may  come 
across,  with  the  exception  of  the  “  grizzly  bar,” 
all  are,  I  may  say,  harmless,  and  the  only  danger 
to  be  apprehended  is  either  through  the  rashness 
of  the  hunter  himself,  or  the  carelessness  of  some 
of  his  companions. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  rivers,  although  full  of 
fish,  and  beautiful  to  look  at,  are  very  dangerous  to 
either  bathe  or  even  wade  in.  Thousands  have  lost 
their  lives  in  the  mighty  Fraser,  that  never  giveth 
up  its  dead,  owing  to  under  currents  which  pre¬ 
vail  in  this  river,  and  in  fact  all  the  rivers  flowing 
into  the  Pacific.  Even  on  the  Hoomathco,  which 
is  a  mere  stream,  I  witnessed  the  death  of  an 
Indian  who  could  swim  like  a  water  spaniel. 
Twice  he  crossed  from  bank  to  bank  successfully, 
but  on  making  a  third  attempt,  got  into  an  eddy, 
suddenly  disappeared,  and  was  seen  no  more.  . 

My  second  warning  is  regarding  a  party  passing 
through  the  mountain  ravines.  The  trail  winds 
round  and  round,  as  either  the  ascent  or  descent  is 
made,  so  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  well  together, 
otherwise  one  of  the  party  may  meet  with  the  same 
sad  end  as  befell  a  comrade  of  mine.  Ours  was 
a  large  party,  some  of  whom  being  faster  walkers 
than  others,  we  got  divided  up.  Finally  one  half 
were  on  the  heights,  whilst  the  others  were  in 
the  fastnesses  below.  A  huge  boulder  got  loosened, 
and  descending  the  precipice  like  an  arrow  shot 
from  a  bow,  struck  my  friend,  and  the  result  was 
instantaneous  death. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  strangers  to  the  country, 
who  wish  to  have  a  successful  trip  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion,  would  do  well  and  save  expense  by  securing 
the  services  of  some  competent  man  to  “  boss 
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the  show.”  There  is  a  gentleman,  Mr,  Charles 
Seymour,  who  resides  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
should  any  party  of  sportsmen  succeed  in  procur¬ 
ing  his  guidance,  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesita¬ 
tion  in  saying  that  everything  would  work  like 
a  charm.  He  has  been  out  with  survey  parties 
for  years  all  over  the  province,  thoroughly  under¬ 
stands  Indians  and  speaks  their  jargon  fluently. 
He  is  also  well  acquainted  with  all  the  choice 
haunts  of  game  and  resorts  best  adapted  for  the 
pleasure  of  the  sportsman  on  the  island  of  Van¬ 
couver,  and,  without  going  into  any  lengthened 
details  of  the  rivers,  I  may  in  truth  state  that, 
within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  round  Victoria,  the 
followers  of  either  Walton  or  Nimrod  will  be 
amply  repaid  should  they  give  this  “  Pacific  gem” 
of  an  isle  a  fair  trial. 

My  reel  is  now  wound  up,  and  in  bidding  fare¬ 
well  to  “  Canadian  Waters,”  I  trust  the  readers 
of  my  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  pardon 
my  enthusiasm  regarding  the  streams  by  which 
in  days  of  “  Auld  Lang  Syne  ”  I  wiled  many  happy 
hours  away.  Should  my  information  be  the 
means  of  inducing  the  lovers  of  the  gentle  art  to 
try  their  luck  in  the  Far  West,  I  sincerely  trust 
their  fullest  expectations  will  be  realised.  Al¬ 
though  in  the  flesh  I  cannot  be  with  them,  the 
writer  would  recall  a  gleam  of  the  past,  if  he 
thought  some  distant  friend  would  whimper  the 
words  of  old  Tom  Moore — 

“  I  would  that  he  were  here.” 


BRITISH  AND  NORWEGIAN  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 

From  a  Norwegian  Point  of  View. 

“  The  principal  causes  of  the  different  kinds  of 
pollution  may  be  referred  to  under  the  following 
headings : — (1)  Mines  for  extracting  lead  and 
other  metals,  also  china  clay ;  (2)  Ironware 
manufactories ;  (3)  Coal  washing ;  (4)  Wool 
manufactories ;  (5)  Paper  manufactories ;  (6) 
Chemical  works  ;  (7)  Tanneries ;  (8)  Sewers.  I 
will  mention  each  of  these  groups  shortly. 

“  Mining  for  Metals. — It  is  an  attribute  common 
to  all  the  three  ranges  above  referred  to  that  they 
are  rich  in  all  kinds  of  metals,  especially  lead, 
tin,  copper  and  iron.  Mining,  therefore,  goes  on 
in  them  all  in  many  places.  Thus,  there  is  lead 
mining  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Tyne,  Eden, 
Wear,  Tees,  Swale  (tributary  of  the  Ouse), 
Trent,  Severn,  Wye,  Tory,  Teifi,  Tamar  and  Dart 
—  in  other  words,  on  no  less  than  twelve  of  the 
rivers  named  above. 

“  Mining  pollutes  the  rivers  partly  by  the  water 
generally  pumped  out  of  the  mines,  and  which  of 
course  is  often  laden  with  the  metallic  ingredients 
brought  up,  partly  and  especially  by  the  great 
masses  of  quartz,  slate  clay,  and  other  foreign 
substances  which  accompany  the  extracted  ore. 
In  order  to  separate  the  one  from  the  other  it  is 
first  necessary  that  the  whole  mass  be  crushed, 
and  after  that  submitted  to  various  processes, 
which  all  depend  on  the  ore,  or  metal,  being  of 
greater  weight  than  the  accompanying  substances, 
as  these  are  washed  away  by  a  stream  of  water, 
whilst  the  metal  sinks  to  the  bottom.  In  many 
cases  the  water  used  and  the  material  it  contains 
is  allowed  to  flow  straight  into  the  rivers.  In 
others  this  water  is  first  carried  out  into  basins, 
in  which  the  stuff  it  contains  settles.  But  it  is  in 
the  mine  owner’s  interest  to  make  these  basins 
too  small  rather  than  too  large  ;  the  basins  also 
must  of  course  be  emptied,  and  the  material 
accumulated  therein  is  often  heaped  up  in  places 
whence  it  is  carried  out  in  great  masses  into  the 
neighbouring  river  or  stream  by  the  first  strong 
wind  or  heavy  rainfall. 

**  this  last  case  the  pollution  is  of  an  ex¬ 
tremely  destructive  kind  by  reason  of  the  dis¬ 
integration  which  the  masses  have  previously 
undergone  through  exposure  to  the  air,  whereby 
many  of  the  previously  insoluble  materials  are 
rendered  soluble.  Especially  does  much  damage 
of  this  kind  frequently  happen  when,  after  a  long 
period  of  drought,  there  occurs  a  heavy  and 
sudden  rainfall.  On  such  occasions  sometimes 
every  fish  is  destroyed  for  a  distance  of  many 
miles.  More  commonly,  however,  the  river  becomes 
gradually  deteriorated  throughout  a  long  period  of 
years,  and  at  last  quite  destroyed  as  a  place  for 
the  reproduction  of  salmon.  Little  by  little  the 
spawning  beds  are  covered  with  a  fine  and  un¬ 
healthy  deposit,  the  small  organisms  which  serve 


as  food  for  the  fish  in  their  young  days  are  killed, 
and  the  few  fish  which  are  still  to  be  met  with 
show  evident  signs  of  metal  poisoning,  especially 
by  deformities  of  the  spinal  cord. 

“Of  a  similar  kind  is  the  pollution  which  re¬ 
sults  from  mining  for  china  clay,  which  is  found 
especially  in  Devonshire  and  Cornwall.  China 
clay  consists  in  its  natural  state  partly  of  heavy 
partly  of  light  particles.  As  the  last  are  less  use¬ 
ful,  they  must  be  separated  from  the  heavier 
clay,  and  this  is  done  as  in  the  kind  of  mines 
before  mentioned  by  washing,  whereby  the  lighter 
particles  are  carried  off  by  a  stream  of  water. 
V  hat  effect  this  process  exercises  on  the  rivers 
which  suffer  under  it  may  be  seen  for  example  on 
the  Plym,  a  river  in  Devonshire,  and  that  in  spite 
of  all  efforts  to  improve  its  condition.  The 
natural  river-bed  is  here  perceptibly  raised,  and 
the  bottom  now  consists  of  a  firm  bank  of  white 
clay.-  The  Tory,  a  tributary  of  the  Plym,  is  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  as  a  fishing  river,  the  bottom 
being  entirely  covered  with  china  clay,  which  has 
also  quite  filled  up  the  pools  which  previously 
existed. 

“  Coal  Washing. — This  kind  of  pollution  has 
reached  its  greatest  height  in  South  Wales,  where 
all  the  rivers  alike  are  more  or  less  deteriorated, 
some  of  them  actually  destroyed,  by  this  means. 

“  But  this  evil  is  of  considerable  proportions 
also  in  the  northern  districts  of  the  country.  Thus 
the  upper  part  of  the  Tyne,  England’s  most  con¬ 
siderable  salmon  river,  is  not  a  little  polluted  by 
coal  washing.  This  coal  washing  is  carried  on  in 
the  following  manner  : — 

“In  mines  where  the  coals  are  small  or  much 
mixed  with  foreign  substances,  the  coals  are 
generally  converted  into  coke.  But  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  it  is  necessary  that  the  foreign  substances 
should  be  separated  from  them.  This  is  done  by 
a  process  of  washing,  whereby  the  slate,  &c.,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  coal  being  heavier,  falls  to  the 
bottom,  whilst  the  coal  itself  follows  the  stream 
of  water,  and  after  that  settles  in  reservoirs  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  purpose.  A  portion  of  the  coal  dust 
is  always,  however,  carried  out  into  the  river, 
where  it  settles  upon  and  damages  or  destroys  the 
spawning  beds.  But  it  is  hoped  that  this  kind  of 
pollution  will  assume  somewhat  smaller  propor¬ 
tions  in  consequence  of  the  invention  of  a  better 
machine,  whereby  for  the  benefit  of  the  industry 
itself  the  coal  particles  can  better  be  intercepted 
than  has  been  possible  hitherto. 

“  Manufactories  of  Ironware. — Among  the  nume¬ 
rous  manufactories  which  come  under  this  class, 
those  especially  which  are  engaged  in  the  tinning 
of  iron  plates  and  other  iron  goods  are  ruinous  to 
the  fishing. 

“  This  industry  is,  however,  practically  confined 
to  South  Wales.  The  Ebbw  and  Afou  Llwyd, 
two  tributaries  of  the  Usk,  may  bo  cited  as 
rivers  which  in  a  serious  degree  suffer  from  this 
kind  of  pollution,  as  also  the  Rhymney,  Taff,  and 
Longhor.  In  the  two  first  all  fish  life  has  been 
completely  destroyed  by  this  means. 

“  The  Process  of  Tinning  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  manner  : — After  having  been  rolled  out 
to  the  required  thickness,  and  cut  to  the  proper 
size,  the  iron  plates  to  be  tinned  are  first  dipped  in 
a  strong,  and  then, after  having  undergone  two  other 
processes,  in  a  milder  solution  of  sulphuric  acid. 

“  The  residuum  of  these  liquids  (especially  of  the 
first)  consists  of  a  very  poisonous  mixture  of 
sulphuric  acid,  flower  of  sulphur,  and  combina¬ 
tions  of  iron  and  water,  and  this  mixture  is  often 
simply  run  out  into  the  river,  to  the  great  injury 
not  only  of  the  fisheries,  but  of  many  other  in¬ 
terests.  The  water  thus  polluted  is  useless  for 
drinking  purposes  for  man  and  beast,  as  well  as 
for  purposes  of  irrigation,  and  moreover  it  destroys 
in  a  comparatively  short  time  the  boilers  of  the 
manufactories  below'  where  the  water  is  used. 

“  Wool  Manufactories. — Theheadquarters  of  this 
kind  of  manufacture  is  Yorkshire.  The  rivers  on 
which  these  especially  flourish — namely  the  Aire 
and  Calder,  two  tributaries  of  the  Ouse,  which 
collectively  drain  basins  over  800  square  miles  in 
extent — are  polluted  to  such  a  degree,  that  it 
certainly  never  could  enter  any  one’s  head  to 
imagine  the  possibility  of  the  reintroduction  of 
salmon  to  them. 

“  A  curious  evidence  of  the  degree  to  which  the 
water  of  the  Calder  is  polluted  is  contained  in  the 
third  report  of  the  River  Pollutions  Commission. 

“  In  this  report,  dated  1871,  is  embodied  a  fac¬ 
simile  of  a  letter  written  with  water  taken  from 


the  river  in  question  at  the  town  of  Wakefield. 
The  writing  has  about  the  same  degree  of  dark¬ 
ness  as  writing  with  ordinary  ink  immediately 
after  being  used  for  that  purpose.  The  letter  has 
the  following  amusing  contents  ‘  Wakefield,  11th 
August,  1868.  The  present  memorandum,  which 
is  written  with  water  which  has  been  taken  to¬ 
day  from  the  Calder,  at  the  point  where  the  town’s 
sewer  has  its  outlet,  is  dedicated  without  permis¬ 
sion  to  the  Wakefield  Health  Commission.  Could 
the  perfume  only  accompany  the  letter,  the 
interest  therein  would  be  greatly  increased. — 
Signed,  C.  Ce.  Clay.’ 

“  Not  much  better  is  the  state  of  the  Stour,  a 
tributary  of  the  Severn,  which  is  polluted  princi¬ 
pally  by  the  carpet  manufactories  in  Kidder¬ 
minster  to  such  a  degree  that  the  Severn  itself 
often  suffers  from  it.  Further  up  the  Severn  also 
there  are  more  mills  which  are  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  woollen  goods,  such  as  Welchpool 
and  Newtown.  Outside  these  districts  the  manu¬ 
factories  at  Kendal  on  the  Kent  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Wharfe  (a  tributary  of  the  Ouse) 
may  especially  be  mentioned.  The  pollutions, 
which  are  due  to  the  wool  manufactories,  arise 
partly  from  the  washing  of  the  wool,  partly  from 
dyeing  the  material,  and  finally  from  washing  the 
dyed  material.  Of  these  the  dyeing  process  is  most 
injurious.  Next  comes  the  washing  itself,  which 
leaves  behind  a  yellowish,  viscous,  fetid  liquid, 
which  is  described  as  ‘  perfectly  loathsome.’  The 
washing  of  the  dyed  material  plays  a  less  impor¬ 
tant  part,  as  the  soap  employed  is  often  again  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  water  used. 

“  Paper  mills  are  found  over  almost  the  whole 
country,  and  are,  therefore,  the  source  of  the 
pollution  of  many  salmon  rivers.  Thus  there  are 
paper  mills  on  the  Tyne  (Warden),  on  the  Swale, 
a  tributary  of  the  Ouse  (Richmond),  on  the  Wharfe 
(Otley),  on  the  Usk  (Llangrebyny),  on  the  Dart 
(Kilberry),  on  the  Erine  (Ivj  bridge),  on  the  Yealm 
(Yealmbridge),  on  the  Ribble  (Clitheroe),  on  the 
Stour  (Chatham),  on  the  Ely,  on  the  Alyn  (a 
tributary  of  the  Dee),  on  the  Wye  and  other 
places.  Such  erections  give  rise  to  pollution  of  the 
water  in  two  or  three  different  ways.  In  the  first 
place  the  raw  material — whether  it  be  paper  made 
of  old  rags,  straw,  cordage,  or  esparto  grass — is 
boiled  in  water  mixed  with  potassic  hydrate  or  lime. 
The  outflow  from  the  boilers  where  this  process 
is  carried  on  causes  the  worst  pollution.  When 
white  paper  is  required  to  be  produced,  the  raw 
material  is  next  bleached  by  means  of  chloride  of 
lime ;  and  if  this  process  is  not  carried  out  with 
proper  care  some  of  this  injurious  stuff  is  borne 
out  into  the  river.  Finally,  if  coloured  paper  be 
required,  the  mass  must  always  undergo  a  colour¬ 
ing  process,  which  often  also  causes  injurious 
pollution.  Also,  the  washing  of  the  raw  material 
after  the  first  boiling  sometimes  causes  obvious 
pollution. 

Chemical  Manufactories. — The  headquarters  of 
this  industry  are  at  Newcastle.  The  factories  in 
and  about  the  town  have  outlets  to  the  Tyne,  and 
to  anyone  accustomed  to  the  clear  water  of  the 
Norwegian  rivers,  it  is  a  perfectly  amazing  thing 
to  see  to  what  an  extent  the  lowermost  portion  of 
the  Tyne  is  polluted  thereby,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  know  that  this  is  England’s  chief  salmon  * 
river.  Justly  does  the  English  fishery  inspector, 
Frank  Buckland,  say  in  his  report  for  the  year 
1878,  in  regard  to  this  river.  ‘  The  traveller  who 
passes  the  high  level  bridge  at  Newcastle,  by 
which  the  Great  Northern  Railway  crosses  the 
river,  will  doubtless  marvel  how  it  is  possible  that 
salmon  can  ever  attempt  to  ascend  a  river  which 
is  so  horribly  polluted,  and  on  which  sea-going 
ships  and  steamers  of  all  kinds  are  constantly 
passing  up  and  down.’ 

“  To  the  same  effect  the  other  English  fishery 
inspector,  Walpole,  expresses  himself.  Thus,  in 
his  report  for  the  year  1877,  he  remarks  that 
young  salmon  are  often  found  dead  in  the  river, 

‘  That,  so  far  from  being  surprised  at  this,  one  is 
now  inclined  to  wonder  that  any  salmon  at  all  are 
found  in  such  a  polluted  river.’ 

“  In  this  connection  he  says  further :  *  The 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  Tyne  are  undoubtedly 
saved  from  destruction  by  the  efforts  which  the 
Tyne  Conservancy  Board  have  made  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  This  corporation  has 
by  dredging  deepened  and  widened  the  bed  of  the 
river  below  high-water  mark.  As  a  cor  sequence, 
the  body  of  water  which  at  each  flood  tide  flows 
up  the  river  is  considerably  increased,  and  when 
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the  water  flows  out  again  with  the  ebb  the  power 
of  the  stream  to  cleanse  the  river  is  proportionately 
strengthened.  Thus  the  bed  is  washed  clean  twice 
a  day,  and  the  salmon  are  therefore  able  more 
easily  to  pass  the  foul  portion  of  the  river.  Only 
in  this  way  can  I  understand  how  the  salmon 
fisheries  in  a  river  whose  lower  portion  is  so 
polluted  as  the  Tyne’s  is  able  to  show  a  steady 
improvement.  The  Thames,  however,  affords  an 
example  of  how  a  steadily  increasing  pollution 
finally  ends  with  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
fishing,  and  one  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  similar 
fate  can  befall  the  Tyne.’ 

“Newcastle  and  its  neighbourhood  i3  not,  how¬ 
ever,  the  only  place  in  England  where  chemical 
works  greatly  pollute  the  river.  Such  factories  of 
many  different  kinds  are  found  practically  spread 
all  over  the  country.  Thus  a  factory  for  artificial 
manure  and  sulphuric  acid  contributes  greatly  to 
the  pollution  of  the  Trent.  On  the  Afon  Llwyd 
there  is  a  chemical  factory,  on  the  Towy,  Usk, 
and  Ebbw  there  are  different  naphtha  works,  as 
also  on  two  tributaries  of  the  Wye  and  on  the 
Teify. 

0  e  o 

“  Tanneries. — The  number  of  these  throughout 
the  whole  country  is  so  great  that  there  is  hardly 
a  single  salmon  river  which  is  quite  free  from  this 
source  of  pollution.  In  a  tannery  the  hides,  after 
being  first  washed,  are  steeped  in  a  strong  solu¬ 
tion  of  lime,  by  which  means  they  are  freed  of  the 
hair.  It  is  this  process  which  chiefly  produces 
pollutions  hurtful  to  the  rivers,  as  the  lime  water 
is  emptied  into  them  and  easily  destroys  the  fish 
which  exist  in  the  neighbourhood. 

“  And  this  pollution  is  of  so  much  greater  im¬ 
portance,  as  the  fish  are  tempted  to  the  tanneries 
by  the  quantity  of  animal  matter  which  flows  to 
them  from  the  treatment  of  the  skins,  and  there¬ 
by  exposes  them  the  more  to  destruction  when 
the  lime  water  is  emptied  out. 

“  Sewers. — In  a  country  with  such  an  exceedingly 
numerous  population  as  England,  and  where 
populous  towns  are  found  spread  over  practically 
the  whole  land,  it  is  self-evident  that  the  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the  rivers  which  arises  from  the  town 
sewers  must  be  very  considerable.  There  are, 
therefore,  in  reality  but  few  rivers  in  England 
which  do  not  suffer  more  or  less  seriously  from 
this  evil. 

“  But  in  regard  to  this  it  must  be  observed  that, 
according  to  experience  gained  in  England, 
the  sewer  contents,  when  the  quantity  is  not 
altogether  too  great  and  it  is  moderately  fresh, 
are  not  destructive  to  fish  or  a  hindrance  to  their 
increase.  ‘The  best  trout,’  says  Walpole,  in  his 
report  above  referred  to,  ‘  are  often  found  at  the 
mouth  of  a  town  sewer.  These  fish,  which  feed 
upon  discharge  from  the  sewers,  certainly  do  not 
offer  so  healthy  an  article  of  food  as  those  which 
have  been  nourished  on  cleaner  food.  But  filth 
and  other  sewage  matter  in  moderate  quantity 
and  in  a  fresh  state  are  not  absolutely  fatal  to  fish. 
Nevertheless  such  is  the  case  where  the  sewage 
is  either  mixed  with  various  other  impurities,  or 
when  it  enters  the  river  in  a  greatly  decomposed 
condition.  The  sewage  of  a  large  town,  however, 
consists  in  reality  only  in  a  small  degree  of  filth 
and  household  refuse,  but  to  a  great  extent  of  the 
waste  from  all  kind  of  manufactories.  And  even 
the  very  efforts  which  are  made  to  render  the 
sewage  harmless  to  human  health,  make  it  fatal 
to  fish.  Thus  lime  and  similar  substances,  which 
aro  used  for  the  disinfection  of  sewage  matter, 

serve  to  destroy  the  fish.’ 

*  * 

“Thus  one  can  easily  imagine  that  the  injury 
which  the  discharge  from  the  great  towns  has 
done  and  still  causes  to  the  quantity  of  fish  in  the 
rivers  must  be  very  great.  Thus  in  his  report  for 
the  year  1875,  Fishery  Inspector  Buckland  names 
more  than  a  dozen  salmon  rivers  which,  to  an 
appreciable  extent,  suffer  from  this  evil,  namely, 
the  Axe,  Eden,  Exe,  Ogrnore,  Kibble,  Severn, 
Stour  (Canterbury),  Taw,  Torridge^Tees,  Trent, 
Usk,  Wye,  as  well  as  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  Thus 
on  the  Derwent,  the  most  important  tributary  of 
the  Trent,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  fact  that  the  sewers 
of  the  town  of  Derby,  which  were  carried  out 
mt)  the  river  some  years  ago,  have  caused  the 
salmon  which  were  formerly  common  in  this 
tributary  stream  to  disappear  altogether  from  it. 
One  must  by  no  means  imagine  that  the  kinds 
of  pollution  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  remarks 
are  the  only  ones  arising  from  human  agencies 
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which  contribute  to  reduce  the  yield  of  the  English 
rivers.  In  addition,  for  example,  there  may  be 
named  petroleum  springs,  sheep  washing,  and  em¬ 
ployment  of  artificial  manures.  But  these  and 
others  not  specially  referred  to  are  partly  very 
local,  partly  only  to  a  small  extent  injurious ; 
more  minute  details,  therefore,  in  regard  to  these 
would  be  superfluous.’’ 

(  To  be  continued .) 


A  VISIT  TO  A  BIRMINGHAM  WINCH 
FACTORY. 

If  Izaak  Walton  could  arise  from  the  dead  and 
pay  a  visit  to  a  modern  winch  factory,  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  the  father  of  anglers  would 
receive  what  Dick  Swiveller  termed  “a  stag¬ 
gerer.”  The  hum  of  machinery  ;  the  schir-r-r 
caused  by  the  keen  edge  of  the  lathe  tool  used  in 

nr  “  fin  ial,  in  cl  r>ff  ’  ’  mppiinfl  thfi  mn.tp.rial 


shaping  or  “  finishing  off  ”  meeting  the  material 
being  operated  upon  ;  the  weird  noise  of  the  blow¬ 
pipe  used  for  brazing  purposes  ;  and  the  sullen 
thud  of  many  presses  used  for  a  variety  of  pur¬ 
poses — all  combine  to  produce  an  impression  upon 
the  modern  angler  that  work  of  vast  importance 
is  going  on,  and  would  be  calculated  to  make  the 
immortal  Walton’s  hair  stand  upon  end. 

I  am  one  of  those  piscators  who  always  want  to 
know  how  “  things  ”  are  made.  From  earliest 
infancy  I  have  been  of  an  inquiring  turn  of  mind, 
one  of  my  first  efforts  in  gaining  information  being 
an  operation  upon  the  domestic  bellows.  I  cut  a 
hole  in  the  side  to  find  out  where  the  wind  came 
from.  When  I  first  approached  the  winch  makers, 

I  was  assured  that  many  of  the  proceedings 
were  of  a  very  private  character  ;  but  I  had 
determined  to  have  a  look,  and  I  must  admit  that 
if  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  dive  into  the 
detail  of  anything,  it  is  as  difficult  to  keep  me 
from  my  object  as  it  was  for  Mr.  Dick  to  keep 
King  Charles’s  head  out  of  his  manuscript. 
Behold  me  then  following  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  prominent  winch  factories  up  a  narrow 
dirty  staircase  into  the  first  workshop. 

This  was  the  “rough  casting  room,”  and  here 
we  found  all  the  various  parts  of  the  different 
winches  in  the  rough  as  they  were  delivered  from 
the  brass  foundry.  Screws,  backs,  cheeks,  plates, 
spindles,  handles,  cranks,  checks,  &c.,  &c.,  were 
here  in  very  large  quantities.  Each  article  in  its 
various  sizes  was  allotted  a  separate  “  nest,”  and 
perfect  order— which  is  absolutely  necessary — 
was  thus  maintained.  In  the  same  shop  some 
young  girls  were  busy  making  rod  rings,  and 
really  the  process  is  so  simple  and  rapid  that  one 
has  no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  the  low  rate  at 
which  they  can  be  retailed.  My  guide  next 
directed  my  attention  to  a  very  neat  and  rapid 
manner  of  making  hollow  brass  handles  for 
revolving  plate  winches,  and  then  we  arrived  at 
the  first  set  of  lathes.  Here  the  spindles  and 
inner  and  outer  plates  were  being  turned,  and  a 
little  further  on  some  lads  were  producing  screws 
at  a  rapid  rate — I  mean,  of  course,  the  small 
screws  used  in  putting  the  metal,  or  ebonite  and 
metal,  winches  together. 

Yet  another  shop,  and  here  the  other  parts  of 
the  winches  were  being  cleaned  off,  and  the  whole 
fitted  together;  then,  in  the  case  of  the  more 
superior  winches,  came  the  bronzing  process,  and 
this  interested  me  very  much.  I  learned  from  the 
workman  engaged  upon  it  that  it  is  a  very  ticklish 
job  unless  you  are  well  up  to  it,  and  I  quite  believe 
what  I  was  told.  And  so  on  to  the  finishing  de¬ 
partment,  where  the  various  parts  are  put  together 
and  sent  into  the  packing-room  to  be  done  up  in 
parcels  and  forwarded  to  their  destination 
which  may  be  any  part  of  the  world. 

I  was  told  by  one  of  the  workmen,  who  die 
nothing  but  “  best  ”  work,  that  he  preferred  taking 
a  winch  from  the  first,  and  making  the  whole  lot 
himself.  In  the  matter  of  the  small  check  wheel  he 
invariably  made  them  by  hand,  and  I  saw  him  turn 
one  out  in  a  very  short  time,  the  exact  and  even 
manner  in  which  the  teeth  were  formed  proving 
his  skill.  Upon  mentioning  the  fact  that  some  o’ 
the  checks  were  far  too  strong — at  times  making 
as  much  noise  as  an  old-fashioned  watcbman’srattle 
— he  handed  me  what  he  termed  a  proper  check 
winch  ;  and  so  it  proved  to  be— just  enough  check 
to  prevent  the  winch  over-running  ;  and  this  is  al' 
that  is  really  required. 

Then  on  to  the  wood  reel  department,  and  here 
I  found  much  to  interest  me.  I  was  struck  with 
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the  care  exercised  in  the  production  of  best  wood 
reels.  The  wood  has  to  be  the  right  sort  and  well 
seasoned,  then  partially  turned  and  allowed  again 
to  season,  and  finally  faced  off  and  put  together. 
A  reel  made  in  this  manner  I  was  told  never  would 
warp,  and  made  in  any  other  manner  would  be 
bound  to  warp,  no  matter  how  you  may  blacklead 
it,  soak  it  in  oil,  varnish  it,  or  otherwise  treat  it. 

What  becomes  of  all  the  winches  made  ?  Here 
was  one  firm  that  turned  out  tons  of  metal 
winches  and  scores  of  hundreds  of  wood  reels, 
and  as  we  well  know  there  are  several  winch 
manufacturers  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
This  is  nearly  as  difficult  a  problem  as  “  What 
lecomes  of  the  pins  ?  ”  I  verily  believe  that  if 
we  could  get  at  the  weight  of  rods,  reels,  and 
other  tackle  made  every  year,  it  would  bo  found  to 
nearly  equal  the  weight  of  fish  caught. 

While  in  Birmingham  I  had  a  long  chat  with 
Reuben  Heaton,  the  well-known  winch  maker. 
I  used  a  “  strike  from  the  winch  ”  reel  (the  use  of 
which  was,  I  believe,  first  recommended  by  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  many  years  ago)  for 
several  years,  and  used  to  like  it  very  much. 
There  was  a  lot  of  correspondence  some  years 
Yack  in  the  columns  of 
ihe  Fishing  Gazette 
about  “  striking  from 
the  winch.”  To  many 
of  my  readers  it  may 
be  familiar,  to  others  it 
may  not  be  even  known, 
so  for  the  benefit  of 
the  latter  I  give  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  winch  show¬ 
ing  the  principle.  C  is 
the  end  of  the  spindle 
against  which  the  screw 
A  is  tightened  up  until 
the  desired  amount  of 
“  pull  ”  on  the  line  when 
striking  is  attained. 

Screw  A  is  then  kept 
in  the  desired  position 
by  screw  B. 

Mr.  Heaton  lias  lately 


& 


invented  a  spindleless  winch,  of  which  I  give 
illustration. 


an 


This  winch  is  remarkably  light,  and  there  being 
holes  in  the  cheeks  and  plates,  and  no  spindle  in 
the  way,  the  air  drives  right  through  the  winch  and 
really  helps  to  dry  the  line  when  it  is  wound  upon 
the  bars  of  the  winch.  I  intend  trying  one  of 
these  winches  this  season. 

Mr.  Heaton  is  a  very  ingenious  man.  This  is 
not  a  puff  for  him,  or  I  could  speak  of  his  patent 
screw  lock-fast  joints  for  fishing-rods  ;  the  “John 
Bright”  triangular  landing-ring;  the  new  break 
winch  ;  and  many  other  improvements  he  has 
brought  out.  I  should  think  fishing-tackle  dealers 
might  do  worse  than  communicate  with  him. 

W.  W. 


Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only. — East  London  Rubber 
Co  ,  8,  Slioreditcli,  E. 
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I  do  not  recollect  a  February  when  the  fishing 
has  been  so  generally  good  as  it  has  been  this 
year.  Most  of  the  reports  from  the  salmon 
rivers  are  very  satisfactory,  and  those  who  indulge 
in  the  sport  of  coarse  fishing  have  had  little 
reason  to  complain.  Pike,  as  they  always  do  at 
the  approach  of  their  spawning  season,  have 
been  feeding,  and  the  mild  weather  is  much  in 
favour  of  roach  fishing.  It  is  not  pleasant  read¬ 
ing,  however,  that  some  trout  fishers  have  been 
already  on  the  war-path. 


At  the  recent  annual  soiree  and  ball  of  the 
Hull  annual  Universal  Angling  Asssociation 
various  prizes  were  presented  by  the  president, 
Mr.  Phillipson,  in  respect  of  various  contests 
held  during  the  year.  One  member  named  Wray 
had  the  honour  of  receiving  a  copper  kettle  as  a 
prize. 


During  the  year  period  between  October,  1889, 
and  September,  1890,  the  United  States  Fishery 
Commissioners  distributed  fry  and  eggs  to  the 
number  of  39,930,788  of  the  following  varieties 
of  fish  :  brook  trout,  lake  trout,  frost  fish,  brown 
trout,  Californian  trout,  hybrids  between  brook 
trout  and  lake  trout,  shad,  white  fish,  ciscoes, 
channel  pickerel,  mascalonge,  bass,  carp,  wall¬ 
eyed  pike,  saibling.  Alpine  trout,  Loch  Leven 
trout,  landlocked  salmon,  Penobscot  salmon, 
smelts  and  tom-cods.  Fifteen  times  the  quantity 
of  fry  and  eggs  were  applied  for  that  the  com¬ 
missioners  had  it  in  their  power  to  grant. 

Now  that  so  many  of  the  rivers  have  fined  down, 
chub  should  give  good  sport.  It  need  hardly  be 
said  that  the  best  bait  for  them  at  this  time  of 
year  is  bullock’s  pith,  with  the  brains,  as  ground- 
bait.  This  does  not  sound  a  nice  bait,  but  really 
it  is  a  particularly  clean  one  if  the  pith  is  nicely 
prepared,  and  far  easier  to  use  than  worms.  It  is 
almost  a  misnomer  to  call  the  brains  ground  bait, 
for  they  do  not  lie  on  the  bottom  like  the  puddings 
which  are  used  in  many  rivers  for  roach,  bream, 
&c.  Only  small  fragments  of  the  brains  are  cast 
in  at  a  time,  and  these  float  down  the  stream 
and  bring  the  chub  on  the  feed  and  lull  their 
suspicions.  In  chub-fishing  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
far  more  important  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  fish 
than  to  use  very  fine  tackle.  If  a  chub  has  the 
slightest  idea  there  is  a  mortal  about,  he  will  not 
feed,  but  if  he  is  unaware  of  your  presence  he 
will  often  take  a  bait  presented  to  him  on  coarse 
tackle.  If  you  ask  me  how  I  know  this  you  may 
suppose,  if  you  like,  that  a  chub  told  me  so.  If 
you  act  on  these  suggestions,  you  will  have  no 
doubt  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  that  chub. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Blakey,  of  the  Yorkshire 
Herald ,  for  some  very  interesting  notes  about 
herring  eggs.  He  had  a  lump  of  eggs  as  large  as 
a  man’s  head  brought  him  by  a  trawler.  They 
were  identified  as  herring  eggs,  and  a  few  of  them 
were  mounted  as  specimens  by  two  microscopists. 
The  remainder,  which  would  not  float,  were  placed 
in  water,  and  very  soon  began  to  hatch  out.  The 
bright  eyes  of  the  fish  were  to  be  seen  in  the  eggs, 
which  one  by  one  detached  from  the  lump  before 
hatching,  and  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  the  pan 
in  which  they  were  placed.  .  Then  each  fallen 
egg  would  split  clean  across.  But  in  every  instance 
the  newly  hatched  fish  commenced  its  existence 
by  dying,  whether  because  of  injury  to  the  eggs 
in  the  trawl,  or  because  the  temperature  of  the 
water  disagreed  with  it,  or  for  some  other  reason, 
it  is  hard  to  say.  A  herring  of  41b.  has  about 
30,000  eggs.  After  the  eggs  are  spawned  they 
gradually  swell  until  they  become  much  larger 
than  their  parent. _ 


Questions  as  interesting  as  they  are  difficult  of 
solution,  on  the  subject  of  salmon,  are  constantly 
being  discussed,  and  parallels  are  frequently 
drawn  between  the  fishing  of  long  ago,  and  the 
fishing  of  to-day  to  prove  that  what  was  done  long 
ago  was  better  for  the  fisheries  than  what  is  being 
done  now.  Take  the  subject  of  the  killing  of  kelts, 
for  example.  An  old  salmou  fisher  of  great  ex¬ 
perience  has  recently  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  when  on  a  certain  river  every  available  kelt 
■was  taken  out  dead  or  alive  there  were  more  clean 


salmon.  \\  ithout  expressing  an  opinion  on  that 
controversy,  I  would  point  out  that  in  the  days 
when  kelts  were  not  preserved  there  was  less 
netting  than  at  present  and  that  the  country  was 
less  drained  than  it  Is  at  present,  and  there  was 
less  pollution.  River  pollution,  over  netting,  and 
the  present  elaborate  system  of  agriculture  are, 
in  my  opinion,  the  three  great  causes  of  the  falliug 
off  of  the  stock  of  salmon  in  many — I  may  say  most 
— of  the  rivers  which  have  deteriorated. 

Templar. 


FISHING  NEAR  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 

The  following  information  may  probably  be  of 
some  use  to  those  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
who  at  times  seek  pleasure  for  their  wives  and 
families  and  sport  for  themselves  at  that  popular 
inland  watering  resort,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

The  writer  of  these  notes  has  often  been  asked, 
“  Is  there  any  decent  fresh -water  fishing  in  the 
district  ?  "  So  often,  in  fact,  has  this  query  been 
made  that  probably  it  can  only  be  effectually 
answered  through  the  medium  of  these  columns. 
And  first  we  would  strongly  recommend  the  ex¬ 
cellent  service  of  trains  arranged  by  the  London, 
Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  as  a  means 
of  reaching  this  delightful  holiday-home. 

The  trout  fishing  in  the  immediate  locality  is 
not  that  which  would  stir  the  soul  of  a  Halford 
or  a  Marston.  Nevertheless,  it  may  prove  a 
solace  to  the  soul  of  the  resident  piscator  who 
is  quite  tired  of  the  Parade  Band  and  “  Tun¬ 
bridge  Ware.” 

By  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Rail¬ 
way  travel  to  Eridge  Station.  Trout  fishing  can 
be  had  in  the  Hamsell  stream  by  permission  of 
W.  S.  Prideaux,  Esq  ,  secretary  to  the  Goldsmiths’ 
Company,  London,  E.C.  There  is  about  two  miles 
of  very  pretty  water  commencing  close  to  Eridge 
Station  and  running  down  to  Groombridge. 

At  Groombridge,  one  minute’s  walk  takes  the 
angler  to  near  Mr.  Saint’s  pond,  where  carp  and 
roach  are  abundant,  the  carp  particularly  running 
“very  fine  and  large.”  It  is  necessary  to  obtain 
permission,  and  this  is  never  refused  to  a  deserv¬ 
ing  piscator.  Application  should  be  made  at  the 
old  moated  mansion,  which  alone  is  well  worth  a 
visit.  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Groom¬ 
bridge  Station  is  Clayton’s  Farm  fishery;  and 
here  two  miles  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Medway 
are  available,  commencing  near  Groombridge 
and  running  on  to  Ashurst  Station.  Many  ex¬ 
cellent  roach,  chub,  and  perch  have  been  taken 
here,  the  latter  fish  being  especially  numerous. 
Pike  are  fairly  numerous,  but  seldom  run  above 
4lb.  At  this  weight  Esox  lucius  proves  himself  a 
game  fish  in  these  waters.  Occasionally  a  trout 
is  taken.  A  charge  of  sixpence  per  day  for  the 
season,  June  15  to  March  14,  is  made,  and  we  can 
confidently  recommend  this  stretch  of  water  to 
our  readers,  and  cannot  help  expressing  surprise 
at  the  fact  that  such  a  fishery,  so  close  to  London, 
is  so  little  frequented. 

Buckhurst  Park  Lake,  Withyham,  the  seat  of 
Earl  de  la  Warr.  A  day’s  fishing  can  often  be 
had  here  by  applying  to  Mr.  A.  Gregory,  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  steward.  This  is  a  grand  piece  of  water, 
and  it  holds  an  abundance  of  fish,  pike,  perch, 
roach,  chub,  carp,  tench,  and  eels. 

The  river  Medway  hereabouts  is  merely  a  small 
stream,  and  flows  near  the  railway  soon  after  you 
leave  Groombridge,  past  Withyham,  Hartfield, 
and  Forest  Row  stations.  The  fishing  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  different  farmers,  who  will  generally 
grant  permission.  There  are  a  few  trout  here,  and 
there  is  no  earthly  reason  why  there  should  not  be 
many  more. 

At  Fordcombe,  four  miles’  pretty  drive  from 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Ashby  has  about  one  mile 
of  the  Medway  which  he  preserves.  Pike,  perch, 
&c.,  are  numerous  here,  and  Mr.  Hancock,  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  in  May,  1881,  put  in  some  gray¬ 
ling.  We  do  not  wish  to  recommend  this  as  a 
grayling  fishery,  but  mention  the  fact  to  prove 
the  interest  taken  by  that  gentleman  in  the 
fisheries  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  charge  for 
fishing  at  this  part  is  sixpence  a  day.  Below  this 
fishery,  right  down  to  Penshurst  village,  leave  to 
fish  the  Medway  can  generally  be  obtained  by  a 
judicious  application  to  the  local  farmers. 

Leaving  Clayton’s  Farm  fishery  at  Ashurst 
Station,  and  crossing  the  road  to  the  flour  mill, 
the  angler  will  reach  another  part  of  the  Medway, 


which  consists  of  about  a  mile  of  water,  holding 
some  decent  pike  and  chub.  Permission  to  fish 
here  can  generally  be  obtained  on- application  to 
Mr.  Caffyn. 

^  e  would  also  draw  attention  to  the  waters  of 
the  Tunbridge  Preservation  Society,  which  have 
already  been  so  ably  and  fully  described  in  these 
columns  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

Two  miles’  drive  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  through 
very  pretty  country,  takes  the  angler  to  Ben 
Hole,  near  Hawkenbury.  This  is  a  mill  pond,  and 
it  holds  fine  pike,  perch,  roach,  and  tench.  The 
water  is  very  weedy  indeed,  and  is  to  be  re¬ 
commended  from  a  fishing  tackle  maker’s  point 
of  view. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  eccentric  sheets  of 
water  in  the  county  of  Kent  is  the  Furnace  Pond 
at  Horsmonden.  This  is  a  large,  well-stocked 
piece  of  water,  and  some  “  Jardinian”  specimens 
of  the  mighty  luce  make  its  depths  their  home. 
The  writer  has  never  succeeded  in  capturing  any 
mighty  specimens  from  this  water,  but  can  re¬ 
commend  the  spot  as  one  well  worth  a  trial.  Some 
large  roach  and  thumping  tench  are  to  be  obtained 
here.  Mr.  Bates,  the  adjoining  farmer,  gives  per¬ 
mission  when  he  feels  “  so  dispoged.” 

We  trust  these  few  particulars  will  prove  of  use 
to  our  readers,  and  we  are  confident  that  there  is 
a  wealth  of  fishing  partially  neglected  within  easv 
reach  of  Tunbridge  Wells. 


A  NEW  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY  FOR 
SUSSEX. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  a  new  piscatorial 
society  for  Sussex  has  been  started  under  very 
favourable  auspices.  The  inaugural  meeting  took 
place  on  Monday,  February  16,  at  Arch  106, 
King’s-road,  Brighton,  which  has,  through  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Thomas  Billing,  been  placed  at 
the  service  of  the  society  as  temporary  head¬ 
quarters.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  gentlemen 
attended  the  meeting,  among  whom  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  Mr.  Henry  Griffiths  (in  the  chair) ,  supported 
by  the  Mayor  of  Brighton  and  Messrs.  Charles 
Hill,  Firmin,  Holland,  Colton,  Ash,  W.  F.  Booth, 
Mascall,  and  Gillam,  names  well-known  to  Sussex 
anglers.  Some  very  fine  specimen  fish  were  lent 
by  the  members,  notably  a  pike  of  32|lb  ,  by  W. 
Gillam ;  a  Salmo  ferox,  8,Rb.,  by  H.  Griffiths  • 
salmon,  271b.,  by  Charles  Hill;  case  of  three 
perch,  lRb.,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  loz.,  by  W.  Holland; 
chub,  41b.  2oz  ,  by  S.  H.  Soper,  junr.;  roach,  2Rb., 
by  J.  H.  Graham;  sharp-nosed  eel,  Sflb.,  a  carp, 
3jlb.,and  a  tench,  51b.,  by  William  F.  Booth;  one 
or  two  good  plaster  casts  were  also  exhibited. 
The  objects  of  the  society  are  commendably  wide, 
and  include  the  renting  and  stocking  of  two  pieces 
of  water,  one  for  trout,  the  other  for  coarse  fish¬ 
ing  ;  a  love  for  natural  history  will  be  encouraged 
by  the  reading  of  papers  upon  aquarium  keeping, 
fish-culture,  and  fly-fishing.  Sea-fishing  will  be 
indulged  in  by  the  members,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
in  time  the  society’s  headquarters  will  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  spot  where  the  names  of  reliable 
boatmen  may  be  kept  registered.  To  visitors 
this  would  be  of  great  service,  as  incompetent 
or  lazy  boatmen  are  often  employed,  and  visitors 
leave  the  town  with  the  idea  that  its  sea  fishing 
is  very  poor,  whereas  the  contrary  is  the  case. 

Anglers  will  be  educated  by  this  society.  They 
will  not  only  be  taught  the  gentle  art  in  its  many 
branches,  but  by  precept  and  example  they  will 
be  taught  their  “  duty  to  their  neighbour,”  “  his 
gates  are  to  be  shut,"  “ debris  is  not  to  be  left  to 
deface  the  fair  features  of  mother  nature,"  “fences  are 
to  be  respected,'  “  all  under-sized  fish  are  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  water.”  Gross  weight  competitions 
will  be  discountenanced,  and  “pot-hunting”  dis¬ 
couraged.  This  society  has  a  great  future  before 
it,  and  even  before  its  first  meeting  has  received 
promises  of  support  from  some  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Brighton,  among  whom  we  may 
mention  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Alderman  Soper, 
Mr.  Henry  Griffiths,  Mr.  Alderman  Brigden! 
Mr.  Alderman  Cox,  Mr.  E.  J.  Marshall^  Dr! 
Sawyer,  Mr.  Mascall,  &c.  Mr.  William  F.  Booth! 
of  9,  Chatham-place,  has  consented  to  act  as 
hon.  sec.,  and  will  gladly  reply  to  any  inquiries. 


The  gentlemen  who  rent  the  Garry  and  Loch 
Oich  have  had  a  splendid  start  on  Loch  Oich, 
which  is  certainly  the  best  fishery  in  Scotland  for 
winter-run  large  salmon. 
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SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT,  AN  ARTI¬ 
FICIAL  SPATE,  &c. 

TnE  heads  of  those  sea-lochs  which  form  the 
embouchures  of  favourite  salmon  rivers  often 
become  the  temporary  resting-places  of  salmon 
and  sea  trout,  which  are  not  unfrequently 
weather  bound  there  for  weeks  together,  being 
prevented  by  want  of  water  from  ascending  the 
river  for  which  tkey  were  making.  The  fish 
meanwhile  continuing  to  flock  in,  such  a  loch, 
after  a  long  spell  of  dry  weather,  sometimes 
swarms  with  them  in  a  manner  scarcely  credible. 

I  know  of  one,  the  precise  locality  of  which  I 
trust  I  shall  be  forgiven  for  not  pointing  out — 

“  There  is  a  stream,  I  name  not  its  name,  lest  itinerant 
tourist 

“  Hunt  it  and  make  a  lion,  and  get  it  at  last  into  guide¬ 
books  ”  (Clough’s  Bothie)— 

where,  under  such  curcumstances,  I  have  seen  the 
salmon  and  sea  trout  congregated  in  fabulous 
quantities.  Some  idea  of  their  numbers  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  in  the  month  of  July, 
when  they  throw  themselves  out  of  the  water 
more  than  they  do  later  in  the  season,  I  several 
times  tried  whether  I  could  count  ten  between 
the  appearance  of  any  two  fish,  and  on  every 
occasion  was  interrupted  before  I  could  get  to  the 
“  ten  ”  by  the  splash  of  a  salmon.  At  these 
times  they  appear  to  be  almost  regardless  of  the 
presence  of  a  boat,  and  will  throw  themselves  out 
of  the  water  right  under  the  oars.  I  found  it  a 
matter  of  positive  difficulty  to  restrain  myself, 
when  fishing  for  sea  trout,  from  hitting  at  them 
with  my  rod  as  they  “  walloped  ”  up  under  it  with¬ 
in  four  or  five  feet  of  me.  A  good  sea  trout 
about  the  same  time  measured  his  distance  so 
badly  as  actually  to  jump  into  a  boat  close  to 
mine. 

The  sea  trout  may,  when  there  is  a  slight 
breeze,  be  caught  in  great  numbers  with  the  fly 
in  this  brackish  water.  Salmon,  however,  will 
rarely  take  it  there,  but,  under  favourable  circum¬ 
stances,  such  a  thing  is  by  no  means  unknown.  I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  in  this  loch 
three  salmon  (or  grilse)  were  killed  in  one  day 
by  the  same  rod  in  the  month  of  June. 

A  friend  of  mine,  whilst  fishing  for  sea  trout  in 
the  same  loch,  brought  up  at  once  on  his  three 
flies  a  sea  trout,  a  codling,  and  a  cuddy,  certainly 
not  a  common  occurrence. 

I  have  been  informed  by  people  living  on  the 
spot  that  salmon,  if  detained  for  a  lengthened 
period  in  the  salt-water  waiting  for  a  “  spate,” 
sometimes  become  subject  to  an  affection  of  the 
head,  first  manifesting  itself  by  a  small  white 
spot  on  it,  and  subsequently  producing  blindness, 
numbers  having  been  known  to  die  from  this 
cause. 

The  flesh  is  said  not  be  affected  by  this  disease, 
but  to  remain  perfectly  good  for  the  table.  A 
gentleman  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  who 
rents  a  river  running  into  the  head  of  a  loch,  in 

- 3hire,  thought  it  would  be  possible,  by  an 

artificial  spate,  to  induce  any  salmon  which  might 
be  waiting  for  a  natural  one  to  ascend  his  river. 
Accordingly  he  had  a  large  dam  constructed  across 
it,  so  as  to  head  back  a  considerable  quantity  of 
water.  Some  weeks  of  dry  weather  ensued,  during 
which  his  fishing  was  at  a  stand-still,  and  the 
neighbouring  farmers  took  advantage  of  the  pool 
thus  formed  for  the  purpose  of  washing  their 
sheep,  for  which  operation  it  afforded  a  convenient 
place.  At  length  his  patience  became  exhausted, 
and  a  number  of  salmon  having  become  congre¬ 
gated  at  the  head  of  loch,  he  caused  the  sluice  of 
his  dam  to  be  raised,  and  down  rushed  his  spate. 
Instead,  however,  of  the  salmon  taking  advantage 
of  it  to  ascend  his  river,  they,  disgusted  at  the 
foulness  and  staleness  of  the  water,  turned  tail 
and  retreated  before  it ;  the  proof  being  that  on 
that  night  a  large  number  were  caught  in  the 
accursed  bag-nets,  which  were  waiting  to  receive 
them  a  couple  of  miles  below,  and  which  had,  for 
some  time  previously,  yielded  comparatively  little. 
It  is  said  that  the  salmon  have  never  forgotten  or 
forgiven  this  interference  with  the  natural  order 
of  things,  and  that  those  which  now  visit  his 
river  are  neither  so  numerous  nor  so  large  as  those 
which  used  to  do  so  before  this  dodge  was  at¬ 
tempted.* 

*  Having  given  this  story  on  the  authority  of  some  of 
this  gentleman’s  neighbours,  I  am  bound  to  add,  that  from 
what  I  have  subsequently  heard,  I  fancy  they  made  the 
most  of  it  in  the  telling.  As,  however,  there  is  still  a  good 
deal  of  truth  about  it,  I  let  it  stand  with  this  reservation. 


After  salmon  have  been  hooked,  if  they  have 
not  been  very  sharply  stuck,  they  will  not  unfre¬ 
quently  allow  themselves  to  be  drawn  along  for  a 
considerable  distance — even  till  close  to  the  shore 
— quietly  following  the  pull  of  the  line,  without 
the  slightest  struggle  or  attempt  at  resistance, 
and,  apparently,  quite  unconscious  of  their  danger. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  how  this  is  to 
be  accounted  for.  It  can  scarcely  be  that  they  do 
not  feel  the  hook,  for  although  a  salmon  will  some¬ 
times  rise  at  a  fly  several  times  in  succession,  and 
perhaps  be  caught  after  all  by  a  judicious  change 
from  dark  to  light,  or  the  reverse,  yet,  if  he  have 
once  been  touched  he  will  but  rarely  come  again 
the  same  day.  I  suspect  they  must  be  fairly 
taken  by  surprise,  and  so  puzzled  by  the  power 
thus  mysteriously  brought  to  bear  on  them,  as  to 
be  at  first  unable  to  make  cut  what  is  the  matter, 
and  what  they  had  better  do  under  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  when  they 
have  once  made  up  their  minds  as  to  a  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  they  do  not  lose  much  time  in  carrying  it  out ; 
and  then  is  the  time  when  the  fisherman  must 
“look  out  for  squalls.”  For  this  reason,  however 
passive  and  tractable  a  fish  may  appear,  he  should 
remain  well  on  his  guard,  and  ready  on  the  instant 
to  adapt  himself  to  the  vagaries  of  the  fish,  who, 
if  a  good  one,  will  soon  show  him  that  there  is 
plenty  of  “  life  in  the  old  dog  yet.” 

Though  fully  aware  of  this  peculiarity  in  salmon, 
yet  I  very  nearly  lost  one  last  season  (1859)  owing 
to  it,  under  rather  peculiar  circumstances;  it 
being  certainly  more  attributable  to  luck  than  my 
own  cunning  that  I  ultimately  succeeded  in  land¬ 
ing  him.  I  was  fishing  from  a  boat  a  loch  in  Ross- 
shire  on  a  very  stormy  day,  so  rough  indeed  that 
it  was  quite  as  much  as  two  men  could  do  to  keep 
her  “  head  to  wind,”  and  had  cast  between  two 
rocks  lying  at  some  little  distance  from  the  shore, 
and  forming  a  favourite  harbour  for  salmon,  when 
amid  the  breakers  (as  they  might  be  well  called)  I 
detected  a  slight  rise.  The  loch  was  full  of  small 
brown  trout,  which  always  seemed  most  numerous 
and  annoying  at  a  salmon  cast,  and  I  rather 
thought  it  was  one  of  these.  Not  being  quite  sure, 
however,  I  struck,  when,  feeling  just  about  as 
much  resistance  as  one  of  them  would  have  offered, 
and  the  gillie  next  me,  who  was  on  the  look  out, 
and  whose  eyes  were  much  sharper  than  mine,  at 
the  same  time  saying,  “  Oh,  it’s  just  a  brownie, 
sir,”  I  naturally  concluded  such  must  be  the  case, 
and  throwing  my  rod  over  my  shoulder,  laid  hold 
of  the  line  and  drew  it  in  by  hand  as  the  quickest 
way  of  getting  rid  of  the  little  brute.  The  line 
came  in  without  the  slightest  strain  upon  it  greater 
than  a  brownie  would  have  caused,  and  it  was  not 
until  I  had  got  the  fish  close  to  the  boat  and 
within  three  or  four  feet  of  my  hand  that  I  had 
the  slightest  suspicion  I  had  on  anything  heavier. 
Suddenly,  however,  I  then  felt  that  it  was  some¬ 
thing  of  more  than  brownie’s  weight,  and  had  only 
just  time,  after  assuring  myself  that  whatever  it 
might  be  it  was  worth  catching,  to  get  hold  of  the 
rod  with  my  right  hand,  than  out  spun  the  line, 
cutting  into  the  fingers  of  my  left  hand,  through 
which  I  managed  to  ease  it  until  I  could  bring  the 
rod  into  play.  Then  “  whirr”  went  the  reel,  and 
the  next  instant,  at  some  thirty  or  forty  yards 
from  the  boat,  a  salmon  of  over  121b.  flung  himself 
again  and  again  out  of  the  water.  I  need  not 
continue  the  story.  The  rest  of  the  business,  after 
he  had  “  had  his  fling  ”  and  I  had  got  him  under 
command,  was  simple  enough  ;  the  result  being 
that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  we  were 
“wetting”*  him  under  a  sheltering  rock,  while 
the  little  dog,  to  whom  I  allude  at  greater  length 
elsewhere,  was  prosecuting  his  usual  search  after 
field-mice. — From  “  Simeon's  Stray  Notes  on  Fish¬ 
ing  and  Natural  History." 


Mr.  Lamont,  of  the  New  Inn,  Ellon,  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  has  made  an  important  addition  to  his 
brown  trout  and  sea-trout  fishery  of  the  river 
Ythan. 

*Let  not  the  angler  at  such  a  time  be  chary  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  his  flask,  or  of  his  tobacco-pouch,  if  his  gillies 
have  done  their  work.  His  success  in  great  measure  de¬ 
pends  on  their  cheerful  and  active  co-operation,  and  there 
is  perhaps  no  way  more  calculated  to  insure  this  than  a 
slight  largess  thus  bestowed.  But— apart  from  any  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  principle  that  gratitude  is  “a  lively  sense  of 
favours  to  come  ” — there  is  something  cheery  in  the  *’  wee 
drappie  all  round,”  and  the  “  better  iuck  still,  sir,”  which 
preludes  the  tossing  off  of  each.  Master  and  men  will  work 
together  all  the  better  for  it,  and  the  result  will  be  all  the 
worse  for  the  salmon. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  McN. :  Write  to  the  post-master  at  Abbey 
St.  Bathaus,  Berwickshire.  You  will  get  lodgmgs 
ihere,  we  fancy,  and  plenty  of  free  fishing  in  lovely 
streams. 

Lover  of  the  Sport  :  Live  minnow  is  best ; 
use  worm  in  both  deep  and  shallow  water  near  to 
weirs  in  current. 

W.  N.  (Acton)  :  The  conditions  regulating  a 
fishing  match  being  that  “  all  fish  to  be  bagged  ’’ 
would  in  our  opinion  certainly  disqualify  any 
competitor  who  brought  his  fish  to  the  club-room 
alive  in  his  bait  can.  No  club  should  allow  live 
:ish  to  be  weighed  in  unless  the  fish  are  killed 
directly  they  have  been  weighed  ;  it  would  open 
the  door  to  all  sorts  of  fraud. 


Comsptttetm 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinion t 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

FISHING  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  3  a 
letter  on  “  Fishing  in  Canadian  Waters,”  which 
may  possibly  be  misleading  to  some  of  your  readers 
who  contemplate  an  expedition  to  the  provinces  of 
Quebec  and  New  Brunswick.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
take  the  same  favourable  view  of  fish  and  game 
protection  as  your  correspondent,  “  Rux,”  does, 
for  I  can  assure  you  that  the  free  lakes  and  rivers 
within  easy  access  of  civilisation  furnish  but  poor 
sport,  excepting  perhaps  sea  trout  fishing,  which, 
by  the  way,  is  not  free  in  all  rivers,  as  stated  in 
“  Rux’s  ”  letter. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  hotels,  and  certainly  none 
that  I  know  of  that  have  salmon  fishing  rights 
attached,  and  anyone  coming  without  letters,  of 
introduction  has  but  a  poor  chance  of  obtaining 
good  salmon  fishing,  and  the  station-master  men¬ 
tioned  is  to  be  avoided  rather  than  sought  after 
for  advice.  The  Grand  Cascapedia  is  one  of  the 
grandest  rivers  in  the  world,  and  two  friends  of 
mine  last  year  killed  respectively  thirty-six  and 
thirty-nine  fish,  with  an  average  of  261b.  and  26Jlb. 
each,  the  heaviest  being  50.^1b.  There  is  no 
chance,  however,  of  a  stranger  getting  fishing  on 
this  river,  as  every  available  pool  is  bought  or 
leased  by  the  Governor-General  and  American  and 
Canadian  fishermen.  There  is  little  hope  of  get¬ 
ting  fishing  from  the  Restigouche  Club,  except 
when  members  are  away  and  the  best  is  over,  for 
the  competition  for  water  on  this  river  is  greater 
than  on  any  other  river  in  Canada,  as  instanced 
by  the  recent  sale  of  the  late  Dr.  Baxter’s  house 
and  pools  for  twenty -five  thousand  dollars,  bought 
some  six  years  since  for  six  thousand  dollars ; 
also  the  house  and  pools  owned  by  Mr.  F.  Stan- 
cliffe,  of  Montreal,  who  is  said  to  have  refused 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  what  he  paid  seven 
thousand  or  eight  thousand  dollars  within  the  last 
two  years.  Both  these  fishings  lie  considerably 
below  the  Metapedia  Bridge,  and  a  few  years 
since  were  scarcely  fished ;  but  now  the  lower 
pools  of  this  noble  river,  where  the  scenery  ib 
truly  among  the  grandest  in  its  bold  beauty  of 
any  in  the  world,  are  increasing  far  more  rapidly 
in  value  than  the  upper  ones,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  accessibility,  but  the  better  fishing  to  be 
had  early  in  the  season. 

The  Fish  and  Game  Association  at  St.  George 
amounts  to  nothing  at  all ;  but  a  week’s  trip  down 
the  Magagnadavie  river  in  June  will,  however, 
yield  good  sport  for  trout,  but  not  many  large  fish. 

“  Rux  ”  is  equally  at  sea  in  his  geography  when 
he  says  the  Godbout,  St.  Augustine,  Jacques 
Cartier,  St.  Anne’s,  and  Madeline  can  all  be 
reached  by  means  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 
The  first  river  takes  from  two  to  three  days  by 
steamer  from  Quebec,  and  the  St.  Augustine  is 
somewhere  down  opposite  Anticosti;  the  other 
three  rivers  are  not  on  the  Intercolonial  at  all.  They 
are  all  owned  or  leased  by  private  parties,  and  by 
mere  chance  or  favour  can  fishing  be  obtained. 
The  “  cheap  inns  and  hospitable  farmhouses  ” 
are  few  and  far  between,  and  great  would  be  the 
disappointment  of  the  Englishman,  used  to  what 
he  may  call  roughing  it  in  the  almost  luxurious 
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comfort  of  the  English  country  inn  and  farmhouse, 
when  he  had  to  rough  it  in  those  of  this  country. 
Commend  me  by  all  means  to  a  camp  life,  with  all 
its  discomforts,  where  you  can  get  fresh  air,  and 
trust  to  yourself  for  fish  and  gtme  and  cleanli 

EG  ?3. 

Do  not  let  me  lead  you  to  think  that  I  am  taking 

f view  of  tbiags ;  ifc  is  no  meaos  so*; 

ow°f  uo  province  where  a  true  sportsman 
can  enjoy  himself  better  than  in  New  Brunswick 
and  the  lower  part  of  Quebec  ;  but  he  must  know 
bis  way  about,  or  know  someone  that  will  tell 

rffi’  n*  tb®  ln  which  “  Rux  ”  treats  the 

difficulties  of  transportation  from  one  river  to  the 

absurd> as  18  the  remark  that  most  of  the 
travelhng  can  be  accomplished  by  canoes  after 

wbn^gQ-the  fCarS'  1  would  recommend  anyone 
who  desires  to  make  a  trip  through  this  grand 
sporting  province  to  apply  to  J.  Dalzell,  St.  John, 

bnmfiBi?fKSW1Cik’  f°r  advice>  for  he  is  equally  at 

°l tr0ut  rod>  as  he  is  when  on 
the  war-path  for  woodcock,  deer,  or  moose,  and  his 

Kd  w  ?n  ^  relied  ?n-  Tbis  same  maQ  makes 
lof  5  t«°iUt  ^ntd  salmon  rods  ifc  has  ever  been 
mLfl  J,  °f<8h  W1?’  a“d  tbey  are  entirely  hand- 
made  by  himself;  salmon,  sea  trout  and  trout 
flies,  casting  lines,  &c.,  and  everything  of  the  best 
quality  and  description  for  the  country,  for  if  he 
knows  it  he  keeps  nothing  second  rate.  His  rods 

thJcwT  m^SKbl1gbIy  sP°ken  of  by  Mr.  Senior,  of 
the  Field,  and  by  him  were  introduced  to  the  Flv- 

fishers’  Club  m  1887  He  is  a  fine  shot  and  a  fine 
fisherman,  with  no  humbug  about  him 

rLT  myse1/  fairiy  wel1  acquainted  with 
Canadian  sports,  and  should  any  of  your  readers 
Wish  to  arrange  a  trip,  either  shooting  or  fishing 

mrdpnf  be  g  ?  toSive  tbe  best  advice  as  to  tho 
Sw  iff  ™  1  C1aD<  altbou§b  I  perhxps  don’t 
named  ^  mucb  as  ^be  man  previously 

th!!  rpU5f  ’’Jetter  ?ay  have  been  written  from 
Ind  Inf  years  ago,  when  the  streams 
and  lakes  did  abound  with  trout,  and  big  ones  too 
and  when  salmon  fishing  could  be  got  anywhere’ 
f,“d  1  mUSt  fapoIogise  if  1  have  rudely  dispelled 
£  d--  °f  S#°me  °i  your  adventurous  readers, 
who  may  have  formed  plans  based  upon  the  sport 

*  *  ???  °f  £btainiQg  as  portrayed  Tn 

Rux’s”  letter.  To  “Rux”  also  I  must  apolo 

ftafplf  1  bavevto°  flatIy  contradicted  some  of  his 

wSSSSr onrs  truly’  Silver  Doctor- 

hfl£ptl0ft  inseft!Qg  aQy  reply  that  “  Rux  ”  may 
nuhLhpdhf-6  stri?t.ures>  Fe  must  mention  that  we 
ar„tlcles  ^lth  his  reiterated  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  information  he  gave  would  be  in 

hImTwy  tru3t,worfcby’  and  after  pointing  out  to 
“fbat  f of  pur  Canadian  subscribers  would 
surely  catch  him  if  he  tripped. — Ed.] 


ARTIFICIAL  MINNOW  QUERY. 

«T  ^ply  to  your  correspondent, 

,.L  supply  the  minnow  he  requires  with- 
1  tb®, sbfc»  eitbeF  sdver  or  gilt.  Prices  :  mounted, 
one  shilling  and  sixpence  ;  unmounted,  eightpence 

rn  7  !?main’  yours  truly-  It-  Strong. 

dO,  Castle-street,  Carlisle. 

BE  FROZEN  FISH. 

fr  Snt,— During  the  late  severe  and  long 

trost,  I  had  some  dace  and  roach  for  live-bait 
in  a  tub  in  my  garden  ;  one  morning  my  man  told 
me,  Bait  all  dead— frozen  dead,  sir.”  As  soon  as 
was  dressed,  I  went  to  see ;  true  enough,  some 
two  dozen  roach  and  dace  were  laid  out  on  the 
path  apparently  dead  ;  they  had  been  out  of  water 
lying  on  the  snow  some  two  hours,  my  man  said. 

I  had  them  put  in  a  bucket,  and  pumped  in  some 
resh  water,  and  then  placed  near  the  harness- 
room  fire ;  and  when  I  had  had  ray  breakfast,  I 
went  to  see  how  they  were  getting  on.  I  found 
all  my  fish  but  two  had  revived,  some  more  than 
others,  and  eventually  all  save  two  fulfilled  their 
estiny,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  pike  — 
Yours> &c”  Acme. 


WHAT  IS  OUR  OPINION? 

wEsR  SlR’~For  something  like  eight  years  I 
have  treasured  up  each  weekly  number  of  your  en- 
er  aining  paper,  but  the  value  (for  reference)  of  my 
W°U  d  be,.very  considerably  increased  if 
the  half-yead7  radices  had  included  the  headings 
°f  all  Letters  to  the  Editor.”  These  letters 

thataiCS?  “u°b  tbat  fis  interesting  and  instructive, 
that  I  think  others  of  your  readers  (in  endeavour - 

uDg  “°.trac®  80n]e  Particular  contributions)  must 

IsteJfn'H6  desirability  a  classified  index 
ostead  of  the  present  system  of  placing  all  under 
be  general  title  of  “  Correspondence.”  What  is 
your  own  opinion  ? -Yours  faithfully,  Diogenes. 

arLnlqUlte  agree  “Diogenes  ”  and  hope  to 
arrange  or  a  more  detailed  index  in  future.— Ed  ] 


Sir,  — -  Apropos  of  Mr.  James  Strangeway ’s 
sceptical  letter  in  your  issue  of  the  31st  ult ,  and 
your  critical  Editorial  note  thereon,  may  I,  for 
a  most  interesting  ancient  instance  of  this  one  of 
our  old  time  faiths  ”  (which  is  not  one  of  our  old 
time  1  fancies  ”),  recall  to  your  recollection  the 
following  extract  from  Longfellow’s  translation  of 
.  .  “  Ovid  in  Exile, 

At  iomisin  Bessarabia,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Danube.” 

„  „  Tnstia,  Book  III.,  Elegy  X. 

SCbyCafalsehooId!>ebelieVed;  yCt  where  naught  is  gained 
Absolute  credence  then  should  to  a  witness  be  given. 

YeS!lintthj'ice  ,h,a.ve  1  seen  the  fishes  adhering, 
let  notwithstanding  this  some  of  them  still  were  alive  ” 

-Yours,  &c.,  _  AR.I.E.L. 

A  GOOD  SMOKE. 

.  Dear  Sir,  Knowing  how  much  yon  enjoy  your 
pipe  when  out  a-fishing,  may  I  ask  if  you,  or  any 
or  your  friends,  have  ever  tried  “  The  Oriel  ” 
na,vy  cut,  manufactured  by  Robinson’s,  of  Stock- 
port .  It  you  have  not,  do  so  at  once,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  you  will  be  well  pleased  with 
it,  being  very  cool  and  lasting,  with  an  exquisite 
flavour.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter  what¬ 
ever,  but  simply  recommend  it  as  my  beau  ideal  of 
what  a  fisherman’s  tobacco  should  be.— Yours 

tnily’  ,  .  Smoker. 

Cheshunt. 

[We  have  tried  the  “  Oriel »  navy  cut,  but  not 
long  enough  to  enable  us  to  give  it  a  very  “  long 
character,”  but  as  far  as  our  acquaintance  has 
gone  we  can  only  endorse  most  heartily  all 
Smoker”  says  about  it.  It  makes  a  grand 
change  both  for  meerschaum  and  briar. — Ed.] 


A  CORRECTION. 

RianIed^y1aUeation  bas  beea  directed  to  a  letter 
i_?  Gd  •  b’ai“°>  under  above  heading,  in  your 
of  Mth  inst.,  contradicting  my  report, 

ti  led  ta„eSSY  Say«a“'i  Beall,  of  Newcastle 
Killed  two  salmon  on  the  Delvine  water.” 

evervVvH^f®"  “J  rep°rt’  wbicb  is  correct  ™ 

SDlendFd  lar,7&nd  ?ay  add  furtber  ^at  several 
wPat?rd  h  m?iD  iaVe  been  kilIed  on  tbe  Delvine 
since  Ih//!116,111611  stayin§  at  theBirnam  Hotel, 
mav  htGdatde  °f.  r«P?*fc  referred  to-  and  “  Salmo  » 
Si6,  aday’sfishragon  the  Delvine  water  by 
JjP  yrog  to  Mr;  C.esan>  Proprietor  of  the  Birnam 
Uotel.  Yours  truly,  M.  Q 


PATENT  GROUND-BAITING  APPARATUS. 

Sir,— In  perusing  Baron  Paul  Tcherkasov’s 
letter  in  your  issue  of  the  14th,  we  notice  he  refers 
to  the  ground-baiting  can.  We  should  feel  obliged 
it  you  would  inform  your  readers  that  this  can 
has  been  made  by  us  for  some  years,  and  that 
they  can  be  procured  from  any  respectable  dealer, 
hruly  yours,  s.  Allcock  &  Co. 

FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

tit  SlRo~If, your  correspondent  “  Sentry  ”  will  read 
Mr.  Spackman’s  letter  in  your  issue  of  10th 
January,  he  will  get  a  good  idea  of  what  sport  is 
to  be  got  in  New  Zealand.  Christchurch,  in 
Canterbury,  or  Dunedin,  in  the  south,  which  are 
connected  by  railway,  are  both  good  starting 
points,  as  the  railway  crosses  all  the  principal 
rivers.  With  a  few  letters  of  introduction  to 
station  owners,  any  visitor  to  the  colony  would 
be  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome,  and  he  would  be 
certain  of  grand  sport,  and  enjoy  some  of  the 
finest  scenery  in  the  world.  As  to  baits,  I  think 
artificial  minnows,  spoon-baits,  flies,  and  the 
natural  grasshopper  are  used ;  any  way,  tackle 
can  be  got  at  Christchurch,  I  should  think,  and  if 
the  visitor  has  a  good  stock  of  English  trouting 
tackle  he  will  not  be  far  wrong.  Townships  are 
close  to  all  the  large  rivers,  with  good  hotels. 

Hyores.  C.  J.  Hoggan. 


Dear  Sir,  It  is  to  the  angler  a  pitiable  sight 
o  see  such  quantities  of  our  gamest  coarse  fish 
exposed  for  sale,  but  it  strikes  me  the  Jews  have 
eaten  this  winter  quantities  of  the  fish  which  fell 
victims  to  the  frost.  In  one  pond  in  this  neighbour- 
b°°d  *  saw  over  two  hundred  dead  carp,  several 
of  the  larger  ones  being  got  out  by  labouring  men 
and  offered  for  sale  in  local  public-houses.  Had 
one  of  the  cute  coster  class  dropped  across  these, 
your  correspondent  might  have  seen  them  side  by 
side  with  the  perch. 

It  is  well  known  now  that  coarse  fish  are  worth 
rnore  alive  than  dead,  and  anyone  troubled  with 
too  many  has  only  to  advertise  the  fact  in  your 
columns,  and  he  will  soon  find  a  customer.— 
iours,  &c.,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 

A  BIG  LEA  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,  The  following  are  the  dimensions 
i^-P™re.  ca.uSbt  by  me  in  the  river  Lea  at 
Dobb  s  Weir  Fishery,  Broxbourne: — Length,  45Ain  • 

SEB  eytl0  fo'k ,of  tail>  37in- ;  girth,  21in.  ;  weight, 

, 6  fisb  (a  good-looking  one,  although 
rather  lanky)  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  it  had 
qoh!1  m  be^er  .condition  have  weighed  at  least 
301b.  I  took  it  on  snap  tackle,  baiting  with  a 
largish  roach  ;  it  gave  me  over  thirty  minutes’ 
good  play.  It  is  being  stuffed. — Yours  truly, 

51  >  D°undary.road,  F.M.  Jonas. 

St.  John’s  Wood. 

[Before  receiving  this  letter  we  had  already 
received  a  note  about  the  fish,  but  are  glad  to 
insert  this,  as  it  gives  those  details  which  “  Giant  ” 
rightly  considers  so  valuable  in  any  record  of  the 
kind. — Ed.] 

EARTHWORM  WITH  TWO  TAILS. 

Sir,— -While  procuring  a  can  of  worms  on  Sat¬ 
urday  last,  I  came  across  a  monstrosity  of  the 
worm  tribe.  Its  length  was  about  two  inches, 
and  it  was  provided  with  a  head  similar  to 
others  of  its  family.  Instead,  however,  of  pos¬ 
sessing  one  tail,  it  was  furnished  with  two  of 
equal  length,  and  about  half-an-inch  long  each, 
i  aJia  .?arefulIy  beeping  it  alive,  and  should  be 
glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  corres¬ 
pondents  could  supply  me  with  any  information 
concerning  it.— Yours  truly,  H.  M.  Foster. 

Hull  Scientific  Club. 

[We  hope  Mr.  Foster  will  succeed  in  raising 
pedigree  stock  from  his  find,  for  what  fish  could 
withstand  a  worm  with  two  tails  ?— Ed.] 


DEFEAT  OF  PROPOSAL  TO  INCREASE  THE 
TEES  TROUT  ANGLERS’  LICENSE. 

Dear  Sir,— Thanks  to  the  assistance  of  the 
press  in  giving  publicity  to  reports  and  correspon¬ 
dence  we  have  won— only  by  one  vote,  it  is  true  ; 
but  still  the  license  on  the  Tees  remains  one 
shilling  for  the  present,  and  the  trout  angler  is 
saved  from  contributing  far  more  than  his  share 
towards  the  salmon  fishers’  sport. 

Thanking  you  on  behalf  of  local  anglers  for  the 
notice  you  have  given  us  in  your  columns.— Yours 
faithfully, 


your 

Joseph  F.  Smythe. 


A  TROUT  ANGLER’S  QUERY. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — As  an  old  subscriber  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (through  W.  H.  Smith  and  Sons), 
will  either  you  or  some  of  your  readers  kindly 
advise  the  best  method  of  taking  large  trout  out 
of  a  small  lake,  not  often  fishable  with  fly,  with¬ 
out  netting,  but  fair  angling  ?  Also  the  best  way 
to  transport  trout,  quarter  to  half  pound  each, 
alive,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles. 

Any  information  on  the  above  will  be  esteemed 
a  favour  by  the  aforesaid  Old  Subscriber. 

[We  should  advise  spinning  as  the  method  least 
likely  to  hurt  the  fish,  as  they  would  be  hooked 
in  the  mouth.  If  worm,  wasp-grub,  or  other  bait 
is  used,  many  would  swallow  it,  and  that  would 
mean  death  probably  in  every  case.  We  should 
advise  “  Old  Subscriber  ”  to  invite  some  friend 
who  is  good  with  the  minnow.  As  regards  carry¬ 
ing  the  fish,  he  should  borrow  some  upright  milk 
cans  and  put  plenty  of  water  to  few  fish,  and 
change  the  water  as  often  as  possible  ;  also  the 
fish  will  travel  better  if  kept  in  a  tank  of  clear 
water  a  week  before  and  not  fed.— Ed.] 
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GIANT  PIKE. 

Sir  —Your  correspondent,  Mr.  M.  W.  Thorne, 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  January  10,  gives  a 
“  rule  for  estimating  the  weight  of  fish,  which 
will  prove  misleading,  for  the  simple  reason  tha 
he  ignores  girth — a  most  important  factor  taken 
in  conjunction  with  length.  Pike  of  equal  length 
often  vary  considerably  in  girth,  even  when  fro 
the  same  waters.  Measuring  a  pike  fr0“b-„° 
snout  to  the  middle  of  its  caudal  fan,  then  cubing 
the  length  in  inches,  and  dividing  by  1,728  (the 
cube  of  twelve),  taking  two-thirds  of  the  result.  m 
poun  ds,  but  deducting  one-sixth  from  the  quotient, 
might,  or  might  not,  give  the  weight  somewhat 
near  ;  but,  at  the  best,  it  seems  but  a  bap -hazard 
way  of  judging  weights  of  pike,  or  indeed  any  fish 

that  differ  much  in  girth  and  length. 

If  all  pike  were  of  similar  condition,  and  pro¬ 
portionate  girth  for  their  length, Mr.  Thorne  s  theory 
might  “  hold  water.”  What  does >  he  consider  a 
well-conditioned,  symmetrical  pike”?  He  says, 

“  The  best  ever  caught  measured  43  in.,  and  weighed 
barely  2,51b.,"  but  he  gives  no  girth,  nor  the  month 

°f  I  have  l^cast  ”  of  a  fine  Avon  pike,  netted  at 
Lord  Portsmouth’s  fishery,  44in.  in  !ength>  and 
23in.  in  girth,  which  weighed  291b.  This  was  a 
male  fish,  the  largest  I  have  any  authentic  record 
of.  A  female  pike  I  caught  in  Sussex,  Febr™*rY 
25,  1882,  of  311b.  weight,  was  44in.  long  and24in. 
girth.  This  fish,  with  my  two  others  of  3  7 lb.  and 
361b.  (mentioned  by  “Giant”  in  *ast  . 

Fishing  Gazette),  were,  according  to  Mr.  Th°™e  ® 
theory,  much  too  short  for  their  weights ;  wfai 
specimen  at  the  Mona  Hotel,  though  on  y  Jin. 
long,  is  marked  as  401b. ;  it  is,  however,  over- 
stuffed  and  distended,  giving  an  appearance  oi 
weight  it  scarcely  possessed,  and  when  comparea 
with  the  cast  of  the  351b.  Rapley  Lake  pike ,*  it 
seems  hardly  so  long  or  large  a  fish. 

Pike  are  probably  at  their  best  in  December, 
for  then  they  are  not  too  gravid,  and  if  also  in  tfae 
prime  of  age,  such  a  fish  as  Mr.  Thorne  specifies, 
from  Thames,  Ivennet,  Avon,  or  other  good  waters, 
should  be  quite  23in.  girth,  and  281b.  weight. 

In  1881,  Mr.  J.  Thorne,  of  Norwich,  caught  near 
that  city  a  splendid  pike  of  361b.,  remarkably 
short  and  stout  for  its  weight.  ,  ,  . 

Probably  the  largest  caught  in  England,  ol 
which  a  reliable  record  exists,  was  the  Whittlesea 
pike  of  531b.,  netted  when  that  Mere  was  drained. 

Colonel  Thornton’s  49Jlb.  pike,  caught  trolling 
in  Loch  Petulich,  Scotland,  1784,  was  57 in.  in 
length,  and  should  have  weighed  {if  girth  is 
ignored)  601b.  The  Kenmure  pike,  taken  in  Locfa 
Ken,  Galloway,  “measured  9in.  across  the  top 
of  its  head,  and  in  extreme  length  nearly  ft  A, 
therefore  instead  of  weighing  72lb.,  it  ought  jit  Mr. 
Thorne’s  rule  applies)  to  have  weighed  Into. . 

82  x  82  x  82  =  551,368,  divided  by  1,728=319-^=213- 
•  f  ^  =  177  ; 

but  as  pike  vary  so  considerably,  “  girth  for 
length,”  it  is  (in  my  opinion  at  least)  not  an 
accurate  way  of  arriving  at  a  correct  estimate 
of  weight.— Yours,  &c ,  A.  Jardine. 


kept  for  the  purpose,  against  a  corresponding 
number  and  initial.  The  marking  is  done  with¬ 
out  inflicting  any  pain  or  injury  on  the  fasfa 

WlMy6object  in  now  writing  to  you  is  to  request 
any  person  taking  a  fish  so  marked  to  cut  off  the 
small  label,  and  send  it  to  me,  with  a  statement 
of  the  river,  and  as  nearly  as  possible  the  locality, 
where  the  fish  was  taken,  the  description  of  fash 
(that  is  to  say,  whether  salmon,  gnlse,  sea  trout 
or  otherwise),  weight  and  sex,  and  sue.  o 
particulars  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  order 
that  such  particulars  may  be  entered  up  in  the 

book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

In  case  the  person  taking  such  fish  should  be 
one  to  whom  expense  of  postage,  &c.,  is  of  con¬ 
sequence,  I  shall  be  happy  to  remit  the  amount, 
together  with  a  small  fee  for  the  trouble  Jaken. 

Trusting  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  insert 
this  letter  in  your  paper  with  a  view  of  facilitating 
the  inquiries,  and  thanking  you  by  anticipation, 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  J  Henry  G.  Green. 

Laverton  House,  Hill,  Southampton. 


THE  HABITS  OF  SALMON  AND  OTHER 
MIGRATORY  FISH  IN  HAMPSHIRE  RIVERS 
Sir,— Steps  are  being  taken  with  a  view  o* 
ascertaining  somewhat  more  perfectly  than  is  a 
present  known  the  habits  of  salmon  and  other 
migratory  fish  in  the  three  principal  rivers  of 

Hampshire.  ,, 

The  points  to  which  at  present  attention  is 
particularly  directed  are:— First,  to  ascertain 
whether  fish  do  or  do  not  almost  invariably 
return  to  the  river  and  place  where  they  are 
spawned  ;  and,  secondly,  to  fix  approximately 
the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  weight  of  fasb 
during  their  stay  in  the  salt  and  fresh  water 

16  Fcnr^the1  ^purpose  of  duly  carrying  out  these 
investigations,  a  considerable  number  of  fish  have 
already  been  marked,  and  others  will  be  marked 

as  opportunity  offers.  ■, 

A  small  label,  numbered  and  initialled,  is  affixed 
to  the  dorsal  fin  by  a  connecting  wire,  all  par- 
ticulars  as  to  the  description  of  fish,  locality  where 
marked,  weight,  sex,  &c.,  being  entered  in  a  book 

'  *  The  cast  of  the  Rapley  pike,  at  Ihe  Piscatorial  Society, 
was  mounted  and  arranged  in  its  cabinet  by  the  writer  ot 

^TheRev.  W.  Houghton’s  “  British  Fresh  Water  Fishes, 
p.  77. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— The  only  correction  necessary  to 
make  in  the’  paragraph  relating  to  the  Burn  is 
where  your  printer  makes  me  say,  “  Nor  is  it  of 
any  use  to  go,  except  at  the  night  time,  when  the 
fish  are  well  on.”  What  I  wrote  was,  The  right 
time  when  the  fish  are  well  on.”  My  reason  for 
saying  this  was  that  in  early  seasons  the  trout  are 
often  rising  splendidly  in  April  whereas  in  back¬ 
ward  years  they  rarely  come  to  the  surface  for 
food  until  May  is  well  advanced,  hence  the 
necessity  of  getting  reliable  local  information. 
Yours  fraternally,  c-  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  _ _ 

A  RE-STOCKING  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  course  of  a  conversation 
at  a  meeting  of  a  north  country  angling  associa¬ 
tion  the  question  of  re-stocking  streams  with 
trout  arose,  and  also  the  question as .to  whether 
a  limit  as  to  size  of  fish  taken  should  be  enforced. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  present  (a  very  experienced 
and  expert  angler)  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that, 
instead  of  having  any  limit  as  to  size,  would  be 
far  better  to  clear  out  as  many  as  possible  ot  tfae 
present  stock  of  small  fish  before  introducing  new 
strains.  In  his  opinion,  the  fish  in  our  mountain 
streams  (Cumberland  and  Westmoreland)  have 
so  deteriorated  through  inter-breeding  and  the 
want  of  fresh  blood,  that  although  they  consume 
the  same  quantity  of  food  as  the  better  class  fish, 
they  fail  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it  in  the  shape 
of  increased  size  or  weight,  and  therefore  they 
are  best  out  of  the  water.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
have  your  opinion  on  this  matter,  and  also  that  of 
any  of  your  readers  who  may  be  interested  in 

the  question.— Yours  truly,  +P°,T+hEfi«B 

TWe  should  think  it  very  unlikely  that  the  fasfa 
have  deteriorated  for  the  reason  given,  because 
trout  must  ages  ago  have  become  extinct  if  it  is 
correct.  It  is  much  more  probable  that  modern 
farming  (which  means  chemical  manure  and  deep 
drainage)  has  had  more  to  do  with  it  by  making 
the  production  of  food  much  less  than  the  trout 
got  when  the  land  was  manured  from  the  farm 
yard,  and  drains  were  surface  gutters  few  and  far 
between.  But  we  hope  some  experienced  pisci¬ 
culturists  will  notice  this  query  and  reply  to 
it— Ed.]  _ 


PRIZE  WINNING  WITH  A  QUARTER-OF- 
AN-OUNCE  OF  FISH. 

SIR—  I  notice  a  letter  from  someone  signing 
himself  “  Jack,”  in  which  exception  seems  to  be 
taken  to  the  following  remark  which  appeared  in 
“  Waltoniana  ” 

“  I  frequently  read  of  angling  contests  in  whiefa 
prizes  are  taken  with  less  than  two  ounces  of  fash, 
and  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  smallest  roach 
and  other  fish  are  killed  only  for  the  purpose  of 

being  weighed  in.” 

“  Jack”  asks  (1)  if  I  will  oblige  him  with  the 
sizes  of  two-ounce  roach  and  other  small  fash  ! 
Answer. — If  he  will  send  me  fish  of  that  size  in 
reasonably  fresh  condition  I  shall  be  happy  to 
measure  them  for  him,  but  not  otherwise 

(2)  If  I  know  of  any  London  club  where  fasfa  [ 


of  that  size  are  weighed  in  ?  Answer.— I  am  glad 
to  say  I  do  not,  but  I  believe  I  have  heardoibuch 
cases.  Mr.  Shrubsole  is  the  club  inspector  of  tfae 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  the  question  should ha'e 
been  put  to  him.  I  have  seen  London  anglers 
catch  fish  of  about  that  size  and  have  more  than 
once  compelled  their  return  to  the  water. 

(3)  This  is  a  conundrum.  “As  Templar  quotes 
weight  and  London  anglers  go  by  inch  measure, 

I  take  it  that  the  above  remarks  apply  to  some 

other  part  of  the  globe."  My  W 

England  in  general  and  certainly  not  to  London 
in  particular,  and  friend  “  Jack  ”  ought  not  To. try. 
to  make  out  by  his  letter  that  I  cast  any  slur  on 
London  anglers.  “  Jack  ”  should  have  noted 
among  my  remarks  on  the  subject,  which  if  read 
with  reasonable  care  would  have  shown .  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  my  sympathies,  the  lines  following .  r 
“  Where  the  fish  caught  are  only  a  few  miserable 
roach,  as  in  the  waters  near  many  large  mauulac- 
turing  towns,  angling  for  specimen  fish  is  almost 
out  of  the  question.’’ 

It  is  impossible  to  keep  a  record  of  or  remem¬ 
ber  all  the  angling  matches  which  take  place,  but 
I  can  fortunately  put  my  hand  on  the  report  of  a 
match  held  one  September  in  the  river  Swale 
It  was  the  sixth  annual  competition  of  the  IfairsK 
and  Sowerby  Fishing  Club.  From  the  prize  list 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  prize  was  taken  with 
ten-and-a-half  ounces  of  fish,  and  the  twenty- 
fourth  prize  with  a  quarter-of-an-ounch  of  fash, 
and  seven  anglers  took  prizes  with  less  than  two 
ounces  of  fish.  From  time  to  time  I  hear  of: 
cases  like  this,  and  doubtless  could  by  searching 
among  my  papers  find  other  instances  which 
might  be  quoted.  But,  after  all,  is  the  subject 
worth  discussing?  Even  if  all  club  men  killed 
only  fish  of,  say,  at  least  Thames  standards— 
which  they  do  not— gross  weight  competitions 
would  still  cause  a  large  number  of  small  fasfa  to, 
be  killed  simply  for  the  purpose  of  being  weighed 
in.  Surely  there  is  just  as  much  excitement  in 
fishing  for  a  prize  when  the  winner  is  he  who 
catches  the  largest  fish ;  or,  as  a  duffer  may  by. 
chance  get  the  largest  fish,  wfay  not  let  the  angler 
•who  can  show  the  four  best  fish  be  declared 
winner  ?  The  most  skilful  would  then  generally 
get  the  prize,  and  where  a  large  take  of  such  use¬ 
less  fish  for  food  as  barbel  was  made,  the  bulk  of 
them  could  be  returned  to  the  water. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  takes  above  re¬ 
ferred  to : —  .  ,  .  ,  , 

“  A  complete  list  of  the  weights  and  awards  .— 
1st,  £3,  John  Bell,  Thirsk,  HHez.  ;  2nd,  £2,- 
Thomas  Braithwaite,  Thirsk,  9^oz. ;  3rd,  A‘l,  R. 
Dixon,  Thirsk,  9]oz. ;  4th,  15s.,  F.  Kitson,  Thirsk, 
8oz.  •  5th,  Thomas  Harland,  Thirsk,  7foz.,ham; 
6th,  G.  Fairbank,  Thirsk,  7ioz.,  copper  kettle ; 
7th,  J.  Palliser,  Thirsk,  7±oz.,  tea  pot ;  8th,. 
W.  Wood,  Thirsk,  6oz.,  sugar  basin  and  twelve 
teaspoons;  9th,  J.  Dowson,  Thirsk,  5^oz., bladder 
of  lard  ;  10th,  Geo.  Hodson,  Thirsk,  5|oz.,  um¬ 
brella ;  11th,  Geo.  Dodsworth,  Sowerby,  5^oz  , 
knives  and  forks  ;  12th,  A.  E.  Duffield,  Sowerby, 
5oz  ,  fruit  basket  ;  13th,  Wm.  Thompson,  Tlmsk,' 
4^02.,  a  cheese  ;  14th,  Wm.  Newsham,  Thirsk,. 
44oz.,  sugar  loaf;  15th,  J.  Mayo,  Thirsk,  4oz., 
cruet  stand;  16th,  J.  Burnett,  Sowerby,  2^oz  , 
silk  handkerchief  ;  17th,  T.  Briggs,  Sowerby, 
24oz.,  21b.  of  tea;  18th,  A.  Pickering,  Thirsk, 
Uoz,  a  tea  tray;  19th,  J.  Metcalf,  Sowerby, 
lAoz.,  a  lamp  ;  20th,  J.  W.  Morton,  Thirsk,  loz  , 
pipe  and  pouch  ;  21st,  George  Ward,  Thirsk,  ^oz., 
a  rug;  22nd,  W.  Harland,  Thirsk,  foz.,  fishing 
rod  ;  23rd,  William  Bell,  Thirsk,  ioz.,  fishing 
tackle  ;  24th,  J.  Bannister,  Thirsk,  ^oz.,  a  clock. 
There  are  several  minor  prizes  left  over  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee,  and  it  is  their  intention 
to  endeavour  to  get  up  another  competition 
shortly  for  the  disposal  of  them.”— Your  obedient 
servant,  Templar. 


A  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  could  give  me  the  name  and  address  of  one 
or  two  fishing  clubs  in  London  which  do  not  in, 
dulge  in  prize  competitions,  but  which  give  the 
advantage  of  reduced  railway  fares.  As  I  have  only- 
lately  come  to  London,  I  do  not  know  any  fisher¬ 
man  who  can  give  me  information,  so  must  apolo¬ 
gise  for  troubling  you.  C.  J.  K.  * 

[The  Flyfisher’s  Club  is  the  only  one  we  know 
which  does  not  go  in  for  competitions,  but  it  does 
not  go  in  for  the  reduced  fares. — Ed.] 


February  21,  1391,] 

NOTES  PROM  THE  MIDLANDS. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Monday  evening  last  a  meeting  was  held  at 
tue  headquarters  of  the  Birmingham  Anglin** 
Association,  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  SmitbT 
field,  Birmingham,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps 
for  the  improvement  of  the  fishing  in  the  War¬ 
wickshire  Avon.  The  meeting  was  not  so  well 
attended  as  it  might  have  been,  but  still  some 
good  work  was  done  and  the  foundation  stone 
MW  association  Mr.  Thomas  Coles,  the  presi- 
vnJrwi0  f  v>  T  1Pcia^  and  Birmingham  Associations,  was 
mwitLr?  •  air*  and  in  opening  the  proceedings  of  the 
111  reP°rt  °f  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Board  of  Conservators  at  their  last  meeting  con- 
Av°n  fisheries  under  the  jurisdiction 
hL  «»Lu?Vern  £  ishery  Board;  and  also  pointed  out  that 
tho  chairman  of  that  Board,  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Esq,,  had 

t0  1  At(e^tst  bltuself  on  behalf  the  anglers  who  fish 
;.ou„i  on‘  vv  tho  olose  of  these  remarks,  the  president 
^r’  ^elcy  ffbe  sec.  pro  te vi.)  to  read  the 
were '  SS  WifD  lette£s  of  apology  for  non-attendance 
F  „rGad  from  Messrs.  Guys  and  Malin,  of  Redditch, 
-*ro,m  home  on  business,  and  Mr.  A. 

o  of  Birmingham,  who  was  detained  through  ill- 
r|l1fKlltes  0f  the  flrst  £ormal  meeting,  held  on 
«  Wh  o  Lw  h’  'vere  a0?1  read  and  confirmed,  after 
<n  utter  -wa8  read  from  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Esq., 

, be Pointed  ou t  to  the  meeting  that  he  would 
mm  e  in  the  matter  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  river  Avon 
fisheries  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Severn  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  that  the  river  should  be  governed  by 
wonbWho  pyedaws  ,as  the  Severn ;  and  also  that  there 
p\?,  Vd  o  Conservators  appointed  by  tho  Warwickshire 
u«i^tJoCa  1  t0.can7  out  the  work  of  looking  to  the 
rend  «-n«  «  Preserving  the  fishery.  The  letter,  after  being 
on  tce  minutes,  when  a  short  discussion 
took  place  and  it  was  finally  resolved,  upon  the  motion  of 

TUc’s^s'p^iSfAi86001^^  by  Mr.  T.  Coles,  and  supported  by 
Garrison:  “That  the  Severn  Board 
take  the  matter  in  hand  with  a  view  of 

th  smp?Hnt^iVar  A7un  under  their  jurisdiction,  and  that 
pled^°  themselves  to  give  the  Severn  Board 
v  S”  ,  support ; and,  further,  that  we  thank  Mr.  J. 
bl  i.nif  r,r  tu  Und  f,or  hls  kindness  in  interesting  himself  on 
behalf  of  the  anglers  who  fish  the  river  Avon,”  This  reso- 
Up°Tf  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  carried  unani- 
,11  waSjf  decided,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 

iio  formesi  ec?ndei  by  Mr-  Holloway,  that  an  association 
be  formed  bearing  the  name  of  the  Midland  Anglers’  Pre- 
ser  atmn  Association,  which  shall  have  for  its  obiect  the 
better  protection  of  the  river  Avon  and  the  waters  of 

hm‘rCr.ne4.arlready  ,enroUed  5  and,  if  possible,  to  re-stock 
,  ^^?'  „  t5us’.a'?d  so  Provide  sport  for  its  members:  and 
LaG°lV’aKP  the  taking  of  fish  of  a  certain  standard.  This, 
pu,fc  thc  meeting,  was  carried  unanimouslv. 
,{shGG’Gftion  of  officers  resulted  in  Mr. T. Coles  being  elected 
a.  President,  and  Mr.  F.  Hiley  as  secretary.  The  address 
^cntlcDicin  is  38,  Lower  High-street,  Wednesbury, 

n’wiin1^lsiJ!r-eVan<1  he, ’vyi11  be  only  too  pleased  to  hear  from 
anglmg  societies  outside  Birmingham,  who  may  wish  to 
give  support  to  the  movement.  The  election  of  the  com- 

™rasKffc  ov.cr  untl1  lhe  next  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
;  10tl,\"  "cu 1  hope  to  see  a  much  better  representative  meet¬ 
ing  than  the  01  e  w.uch  I  have  detailed,  which  I  hope  will 
far  °  d  °e  °n°  °£  the  stepping  st°ues  to  our  future  wel- 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

n urs n  pC ofX  t  l  n a rT . 3 u c c e s s  achioved  this  year  that  the 

of  life  'it  rh^ho^1110?  In,fbe  *  rcnt'  underwent  a  new  lease 
or  nre  at  the  hands  of  ordinary  fishermen.  Previously  they 

t  heXS  troubled  themselves  to  try  for  them,  and^often 

uP°n  a  favourite  swim 
their  mW«Mi?en  y  disturbed  by  tho  plunging  of  a  fish  in 
at  leaTt  fer  wou.ld  express  astonishment,  and  retire, 

Perhans  the  niiimte’  a'°Tn  l.he  sceno  of  their  enjoyment, 
nn  tKhe  °!de,st  and  most  successful  local  salmon  expert 

lon^  and  etreeSffMir-  W-  Br?wn’  of  Derby-  and  during  his 
aenfef  C' cn  jfuI  eareer , ho  can  recount  the  capture  of 

nffiffhho^frhnndd  wm -at  *  Wll-lington  and  the  immediate 
™i»„s  rh  f  Willington  is  only  a  run  of  six  miles  by 
V i e f e ,■  m!,  c.1  n e  /r,° ,T!  Derby,  and  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the 
fren?Vh US  0XPtoits  with  the  rod  by  the  anglers  hailing 
“  l  rnilway  centre  that  their  brethren  in  the 

HaceCity  took  kindly  to  the  lordly  sport  at  all.  Now 
Gb°-A°f  a  very  strong  following,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
tw  tiiK  Prcscnt  spring  runs  through  its  natural  course 
fi«hy  v,!;!  v?  rewarded  with  the  capture  of  many  a  brilliant 
fish-  i^elhnSh°U  (  i /fc  -je  overlooked  that,  as  a  rule,  the 
t  hiVY?  °n  tb-e  ,saia  ,  Slde-  .During  the  last  few  seasons 
ih  ma\ntained  a  decidedly  high  average,  Holmes, 

nfeol°nCal/-  rr-Tk0e.?-er  at  Kin?  8  Mll,s>  getting  one  last  year 
sLnW  Xh  °!\e  of  321b.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J. 

!Sn  ?ndyr  m,riby’  ia„t,he  Long  Swim  ”  already  referred 
aJ!,  l  believe  a  still  larger  one  was  caught  earlier  in  the 
season  likewise  by  a  Derbyite.  Mr.  Wood  has  generally 

wPil  hPintmSgl'he  fish  ?f  heavy  calibre,  and  aU  being 
well,  he  intends  this  year  to  try  the  fly  over  them.  It  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  so  far  no  angler  has  ever  yet  caught 
a  salmon  in  the  Trent  with  the  artificial  lure— I  mean  fly 
A  few  feeble  efforts  have  been  made  with  it,  but  it  by  no 

™  Jwf0l-°(WS  the  ?rh  -Vl11  not  accept  one.  Patience  is  the 
anglers  virtue,  and  I  sincerely  wish  Mr.  Wood  good  luck 
and  plenty  of  it  in  the  new  trials  which  he  proposes  shortly 
to  iinaertake.  I  suppose  we  are  looked  upon  by  “the  higher 

bnVwbnt-  ,aaS/m‘‘r^-hanting  I?*1  ”f°V  employing  the  worm, 
b,'f  "  bat, 19  tbe  difference  m  the  technicality  of  sport  when 
once  a  fish  is  hooked  by  fair  and  legitimate  means  ?  Should 
inf  ignntlem  an  na™ed  succeed  with  the  fly,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  will  soon  find  numbers  of  others  ready  and  anxious 
to  out-rival  him  in  a  matter  of  patterns. 


GIPPING  ANGLING  CLUB. 

Second  Annual  Dinner. 


.  Amongst  our  Nottingham  societies— and  their  number 
is  legion— matters  at  present  are  comparatively  quiet.  The 
pros  and  cons  of  angling  generally  crop  up  for  discussion, 
ba~  there  is  a  dearth  of  good  specimen  fish  forthcoming  to 
™CGl:d;,or  rather  their  weights,  on  the  books.  To  the  credit 
of  fill  the  societies  be  it  said,  that  aggregate  takes  and 
counts  are  entirely  ignored.  Nottingham  fishermen  don’t, 
nuAar  a,s  •  ,lr  dabs  are  concerned,  go  in  for  gross  weights. 
/ w.o  f  ilensl!  and.  PrIze  the  capture  of  specimen  fish,  and 
these  alone  furnish  the  bone  and  contention  of  the  prize 
lot  kv  ,  A, fairI/  liberal  standard  in  the  various  classes  is 
estabhshed,  and  perhaps  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  it 
will  be  even  higher. 


sood  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Trent  during  the 
Ijas , "  cek,  and  the  fish  seem  to  have  recovered  from  the 
al?d  are  fairly  on  the  feed  ;  and  some  good  baskets  of 
roae'i  llave  been  secured,  one  gentleman  being  fortunate 
Th«0<fiUuing  aboi-It' 20Ib-  from  the  Birmingham  Club  waters, 
l  he  fish  were  in  splendid  condition,  and  some  of  them 
we.ghed  over  lib.  each.  No  perch  have  been  roported  to 
lai  e  bcemakcn.  Four  chub  were  taken  with  the  worm, 
'veiV,hed  a i  bttle  over  Gib.  Pike  have  also  been 
candpfifg  tlv  at  W^haor-  9n  Wednesday,  a  gentleman 
Sht  twelve  with  the  spinning-bait,  w'hich  weighed 
and  at  \  oxall,  on  the  same  day,  one  was  caught 
diUon  "eig^e<^  Bib.,  but  the  fish  was  sadly  out  of  con- 

rnnaf.u,  St^atf°rd  the  Avon  is  reported  to  be  in  splendid 
cond  tion,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  A  few 
pixc,haV°  been  taken  but  nothing  of  any  size.  The  roach 
the  small  red  worm.  I  am  pleased  to  inform 
^at ^he  Corporation^of  Stratford  are  about  to 
remove  the  obstructions  in  the  river  caused  by  the  over- 
trees  anci  stumps,  and  so  make  the  fishing  more 

W  t  i  l(Th,13  w*U  be  a  great  boon  to  the  anglers  who 
Alsit  btratford-on-Avon. 


tb?  last  week  or  ten  days  the  Trent  has  favoured 
ehub  fishermen,  although  on  many  private 
^aferf  Plke  fishing  has  very  properly  closed  for  the  season. 
i„b' e  fish  are  getting  full  of  roe,  and  are  gradually  working 
tHrtnCr  'v10  fj1,0  backs.  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  the  popular  host  of 
the  Bowling  Green  Inn,  where  a  flourishing  club  is  held 
has  taken  a  very  handsome  fish  of  81b.  odd  from  a  preserved 
length,  and  eleven  or  twelve  miserable  specimens  fell  to 
^b(?,r°d  of.  a  privileged  individual  in  Plentham  Wood  on 
Saturday  last.  In  the  chubbmg  department  Mr.  H.  Coxon 
has  shown  a  very  fine  brace  of  fish  caught  with  pith  (pith 
and  brains)  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  G.  Hall,  an  untiring 
devotee,  returned  from  Clifton  with  a  couple  of  golden 
bream  weighing  a  trifle  over  81b.  It  was  this  persevering 
gentleman  who  last  autumn  took  on  horse-hair  tackle  and 
using  bread  paste  for  bait  the  aldermanic  chub  mentioned 
at  the  time  in  the  columns  of  the  F.  O.  of  41b.  9Aoz  The 
subsequent  disposal  of  the  fish  for  a  certain  club  is  a  matter 
of  history,  but  here  I  cry  a  go.  h.  C. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

,  The  Forthcoming  Salmon  Season. 

Tnu  general  coarse  fishing  angling  season  is 
rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  and,  as  it  approaches, 
salmon  anglers  on  the  Trent  are  beginning  to 
exercise  their  minds  with  the  prospects  of  the 
forthcoming  campaign  amoDgst  the  salmon.  The 
run  upwards  of  spring  fish  varies  very  much,  but 
it  rarely  happens  that  any  are  caught  with  the 
rod  until  the  latter  end  of  March  or  the  beginning 
ApriL,  A  fortnight  ago  a  heavy  flood  was  experienced! 
rwTa  Probably  this  may  have  already  supplied  a  few ;  in- 
1  hear  from  a  reliable  source  that  a  couple  have  been 
1°  pass  ?ver  the  weirs  in  Mr.  David  Slater’s  fishery  at 
werbam’  about  sixteen  miles  below  Nottingham.  Here 
^fason  ooo  of  141b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  E.  Smith  of  the 
oaijied,  whilst  several  others  w'ere  hooked,  but  made 
n?°,dUl,0lrelcapc,:  The  favourite  grounds  for  the  fish  are 
KPl TF1 s' lonably  those  associated  with  the  lengths  rented 
m\,i  0<?d’  °,f  Nottingham,  at  Shardlow,  and  King’s 

-unis.  I  here  is  a  broad  expanso  of  weirs  at  King’s  Mills 
ana  in  a  low-running  water  the  fish  are  unable  to  ascend 
hp?,?,V  A’Va  consequence  they  fall  back  to  the  stretches 
rAm p  ’  a  jd  ren.lain-  unless  caught,  until  a  further  spate 
W  m*  „nd  carnes  them  into  the  reaches  at  Foremark  and 
thaf  far  fbe  best  season  of  recent  years  was 

oi  looo,  when  between  two  and  three  hundred  splendid 
!ya  were  brought  under  tho  notice  of  the  gaff’.  In  the 
^ong  bwim  alone  above  a  hundred  were  killed,  and  it 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Northern  Anglers’  Association  meeting  of 
last  Saturday,  dealt  with  in  another  part  of  the 
paper,  was  a  successful  gathering,  and  being  a 
body  whose  primary  object  is  reform,  it  is  grati¬ 
fying  to  find  that  the  new  council  is  of  a  very 
democratic  nature.  It  is  a  clear  case  of  the  classes 
rubbing  themselves  with  the  masses,  and  good 
should  come  out  of  such  action. 


Looking  on  the  fact  that  anglers  in  this  county  get 
more  sport  in  Cheshire  and  Derbyshire  than  anywhere  else 
i!t  eri*t8  a£  Present  being  put  in  the  shape  of  letters  to 
the  Manchester  daily  papers  as  to  why  the  two  counties 
named  should  not  be  included  are  of  a  perfectly  proper 
character.  We  do  not  profess  to  know  why  Westmore¬ 
land,  Cumberland,  and  Northumberland  should  be  taken 
1 «  h°r.  o  detriment  of  the  others,  but  opine  that  the  fact 
of  Windemere  being  in  their  direction  has  something  to 
wJ*vb  l£-  No  matter  how  the  thing  stands,  the  sooner 
Cheshire  and  Derbyshire  are  admitted  the  better. 

The  agitation  being  commenced  for  the  right  of  fishing 
the  Manchester  Corporation  reservoirs  at  Woodhead  is  an 
immense  one,  inasmuch  as  the  question  of  the  local 
reservoirs  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  city  is 
yet  in  a  very  primitive  state.  It  is  all  well  enough  to  get 
as  many  privileges  as  possible,  but  it  is  advisable  to  learn 
to  walk  ere  starting  to  run  in  such  matters.  The  Gorton 
water  acceded  will  be  enough  to  go  on  with. 


A  jovial  evening  was  spent  on  Saturday  by  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Gipping  Angling  Club, 
who  assembled  in  the  sale  room  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel,  to  the  number  of  fifty  or  sixty,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  second  annual  dinner.  A 
large  exhibition  of  live  and  stuffed  fish  testified 
to  the  prowess  of  the  members  with  the  rod  and 
line,  fishing  sketches  hung  round  the  walls,  and 
illuminated  scrolls  completed  the  general  effect, 
lhe  decoration  of  the  room  was  a  work  of  some 
days  preparation,  and  for  it  the  society  are  chiefly 
indebted  to  Mr.  Edward  Stearn,  who  threw  into 
the  work  a  hearty  enthusiasm,  which  was  re¬ 
warded  by  unqualified  success.  The  dinner  was 
admirably  served  by  Host  M.  P.  Clark. 

U1,0,  cha.ir  was  taken  by  the  President,  Mr.  R.  J.  Ransomc 
and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Catchpole.  The  comnanv 
present  inched  Mr.  H.  Byng,  Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold,  Mr?  \J. 
C.  S.  Edgecombe  (hon.  sec.),  Mr.  A.  Bruff  Garrett  Mr  A 
Ktng°&c!  Mr‘  EdWard  stearn-  Mr.  S.  Gooding,  Mr?  J.  J.' 

Mr.  Bruff  Garrett,  in  proposing  “The  Gipping  Anelinc 
Preservation  Society  and  Working  Men’s  Club  ”  made 
allusion  to  the  prospects  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Gipping 
and  coupled  with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr-  W  C  s! 
wnH™lbe  and  Mr’  C.-  ebb-  wh°  responded  ;  the  former 
the  society  glVlng  an  lnterestin8  resume  of  the  history  of 

Mr.  W.  M.  Greenwood  proposed  “  The  Riparian  Owners 
and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,”  which  was 

respondingCeiVed’  ^  R‘  Corder  and  Mr-  A.  Bruff  Garrett 

intho  u^ln«ipal  busines9  of  the  evening  was  a  presentation 
to  the  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Edgecombe.  The 

Rfoposedby  Mr.  A.  Ranscombe,  who  said  he  did 
not  think  they  would  ever  find  a  man  who  would  take  a 

thn^°vr!.tlKar?art  IrlPu0n!°9ng  tbe  interest  of  the  society 
tha,n  Mr.  Edgecombe  had  done.  There  was  enough  corre¬ 
spondence  and  trouble  appertaining  to  the  office  to  try  even 
the  patience  of  an  angler.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 
!!Ja!lks  'vcre  due  to  Mr.  Edgecombe,  as  well  as  to  the 
Corporation,  for  the  very  beautiful  fish-ladder  which  they 
8a7  represented  on  the  walls,  and  he  trusted  they  would 
get  a  lot  of  fish  out  of  it.  The  toast  was  drunk  with 
musical  honours.  Before  calling  upon  Mr.  Edgecombe  to 
[°8p,°ad;v  tb.e  chairman  presented  him  with  a  handsome 
kej  less  gold  watch,  together  with  an  illuminated  address 
as  a  testimonial  of  his  services  to  the  society.  The  address 
ran  as  follows : — 

“We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Gipping  Anglins? 
Preservation  Society,  in  presenting  to  W.  C.  S.  Edgecombe, 
Esq.,  the  accompanying  watch,  desire  to  express  our  warm 
appreciation  of  his  services  as  our  honorary  secretary  for 
a  period  of  over  twenty  years,  in  which  his  active  assist¬ 
ance  has  been  continually  exercised  in  the  interests  of 
the  society. 

lhe  Chairman  said  they  did  not  in  any  way  pretend  te 
compensate  Mr.  Edgecombe  for  the  amount  of  time  and 
attention  he  had  given  to  the  affairs  of  the  club,  but  simply 
to  ask  his  acceptance  of  that  token  of  their  appreciation. 
He  trusted  that  Mr.  Edgecombe  might  live  for  many  years 
to  come,  and  that  when  he  smoked  his  pipe  at  home  it 
would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  look  upon  this 
testimonial  ot  their  regard.  y 

Mr.  C.  Webb,  on  behalf  of  the  Working  Men’s  Club, 
then  presented  Mr.  Edgecombe  with  a  gold  pin. 

Mr.  Edgecombe,  in  responding,  said  he  was  very  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Ransome  for  the  kind  remarks  he  had 
made.  Vyhen  he  first  came  to  Ipswich  he  soon  wended  his 
way  up  the  Gipping,  and  there  used  to  take  three  or  four 
roach  and  feel  quite  satisfied  with  his  day’s  sport  In 
those  da,ys  there  used  to  be  what  they  termed  the  freemen 
netting  the  river  from  the  lower  part  of  the  locks  and  tak¬ 
ing  hsh  by  bushels  and  selling  them  for  a  mere  song  Air 
Ransome  and  a  few  influential  friends  then  took  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  he  was  able  to  do  his  little  part.  The  first 
secretary  of  the  society  was  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  King  then 
took  it  up,  but  after  some  time,  owing  to  pressure  of  busi¬ 
ness  could  not  continue  it,  and  he  succeeded  him  in  the 
office.  This  was  not  the  first  memento  he  had  had  of  the 
kindness  of  the  society,  and  he  could  assure  them  that  it 
took  him  completely  by  surprise.  He  had  always  taken 
the  warmest  interest  in  fishing,  and  one  of  his  sons,  whom 
he  could  not  persuade  to  stand  behind  the  desk  as  he  him¬ 
self  had  done,  had  written  to  him  from  Montana,  testifying 
to  the  interest  he  took  in  the  sport.  He  could  only  thank 
them  most  sincerely  for  their  kind  recognition  of  his  ser¬ 
vices.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  list  concluded  with  “Our  Host”  “The 
Visitors,”  and  “The  Press.” 


Inter-Club  matches  promise  to  be  all  the  go  amongst 
organisations  in  this  quarter,  and  the  enthusiasm  in  this 
direction  is  of  a  commendable  character.  The  Hulme 
contingent  of  the  Manchester  anglers  are  probably  the 
most  go-a,  head  in  this  direction,  and  from  reports  which 
reach  us,  and  a  glance  through  the  various  lists  of  fixtures, 
we  find  many  new  engagements  have  been  made,  in  which 
club  will  oppose  club. 

In  response  to  inquiries  made  in  different  quarters,  we 
“ im  nothing  worth  noting  in  the  way  of  actual  fishing ;  in 
fact  the  sport  is  at  present  of  such  a  limited  quantity,  that 
it  is  only  here  and  there  rods  have  been  handled. 


THE  TESTIMONIAL  TO  MR.  MANNING. 

Amount  already  published  in  the  Fishinf/ 

Gazette  .  . 

Amount  6ince  received  :— 

Gresham  Angling  Society . 

Dalfcton  Angling  Society . '  . 

West  Green  Angling  Society  . 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society  ... 

Thomas  Spreckley,  Esq . 

G.  H.  Wood,  Esq . 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  (second  donation) 

Waltonian  Angling  Society  . 

Allason  United  Angling  Society  . 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society . 

South  London  Angling  Society . 

Cobden  Angling  Society . 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society  . 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society . 

Mr.  J.  A.  Catherall  . . 


Total  amount  received  . 

11,  Bethnal  Green-road,  E.  Geo.  Riches,  Hon.  Sec. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


WALTON  AND  COTTON 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  supper  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  Blue  Last,  Broad¬ 
way,  Ludgate-hill,  on  Wednesday, 
the  11th  of  February.  H.  Ladler, 
Esq.,  officiated  as  chairman  ;  James 
Crowley,  Esq.,  vice-chairman. 

About  twenty-five  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous 
repast,  provided  by  mine  host,  Mr. 
Stone,  which  was  plentifully  and 
promptly  served  and  gave  Lrrcat 
satisfaction  to  all  present.  After  the 
removal  of  the  cloth  the  royal  toasts 
were  responded  to  with  enthusiasm. 
The  chairman  then  proposed  the 
principal  toast  of  the  evening.  Suc¬ 
cess  to  the  Walton  and  Cotton 
Angling  Association.”  Reviewing 
the  progress  of  the  society  during 
the  last  two  years,  which  was  highly 
satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  mem¬ 
bers  meet  together  with  perfect 
unanimity  and  concord,  he  said  it 
was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  preside 
over  them  once  more,  and  an  honour 
to  him  to  be  associated  with  the 
members  of  so  ancient  and  honour 
able  a  society.  The  main  spring  of 
their  present  position  was  owing  to 
the  zeal  and  ability  of  their  late  pre¬ 
sident,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac,  who  in  the 
hour  of  need  helped  them  by  taking 
over  the  arduous  duties  of  honorary 
secretary. 


[February  21,  1891. 

Due  honour  having  been  paid  to 
the  toast,  coupled  with  the  health  or 
Mr.  William  Potter,  the  absence  of 
whom  was  feelingly  regretted  by  the 
chairman—  ,  .  , _ _ 

Mr.  Schrader  replied  in  a  few 
words,  expressing  regret  that  his  ola 
friend  was  not  among  them.  He 
knew  our  enthusiastic  angler  was 
out  fishing,  and  no  doubt  fatigue  was 
the  cause  of  his  absence,  which 
happily  was  the’fact.  Mr.  Schrader 
then  touched  on  the  great  question 
which  is  at  the  present  time  the  burn¬ 
ing  topic  among  the  best  anglers— the 
abolition  of  the  gross  weight  system 
in  all  clubs,  weighing  in  only  speci¬ 
men  fish,  so  that  our  rivers  may  be 
preserved  and  sport  augmented,  this 
being  the  only  means  of  protecting 
the  smaller  sized  fish.  He  said  the 
time  was  not  far  distant,  if  some  check 
was  not  put  upon  the  present  system, 
anything  like  fair  sport  would  be  a 
thing  to  relate  as  a  fairy  tale  on  a 
winter’s  night  by  the  fireside. 

The  toast  of  the  visitors  was  happily 
responded  to  by  Mr.  D.  Glasgow. 
Then  came  the  toast  The  Angling 
Press,”  coupled  with  the  name  of  Air. 
Edgar  Shrubsole. 

The  Chairman  expressed  the  great 
pleasure  the  members  experienced 
by  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the 
society,  and  regretted  his  absence, 
which  was  reciprocated. 


HE  HAD  BEEN  A  CIRCUS  DOG. 


■WIlivdlBLIEIDOILT  L-A-IKHE 

(Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station,  District  or  L.  k  S.  W.  Railway) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Tickets  2s.  per  Day.  Evening  Tickets,  available  after  4  o’clock  p.m.,  Is. 

the  eike  fishing  season 

Opened  on  August  14th.  Tickets  2/6  per  Day.  No  Gorge  Fishing  allowed. 
Boats  on  hire.  Dinners  and  Teas  at  the  Cottage  on  the  Banks. 

Proprietor :  JOHN  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 


IsTOTTCE. 

HUTCHINSON  Sc  SON, 

FISH-HOOK  &  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS 

IKIIEIUriDAAlLj, 

Bee  to  intimate  that-owing  to  ilie  immense  increase  in  tlieir  wholesale  trade-they  have 
from  January  1st,  1891,  disposed  of  tlieir  retail  branch  to 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  AND  CO., 

OF  STRICKLAND  GATE,  KENDAL. 

H.  k  S.  will  from  that  date  supply  goods  through  dealers  only. 


CUILFAIL  MOTEL, 

_  PASS  OF  MELFORT,  NEAR  OBAN.  - 

A  NGLERS  visifing  this  Hotel,  situate  in  the  midst  of  charming  scenery  can  rely  on  first-class 
A.  Trout,  and  Deep  Sea  Fishing,  from  1st  Apiil  till  end  of  September;  boats  and  steady  boat¬ 
men  kept  Hot  and  cold  baths,  and  all  other  conveniences  connected  with  first-class  Hotels,  as 
wel"  as1  good  sea  bathing.  This  Hotel  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest  sanitary  improvements. 
Splendid  ^Billiard  room,  and  Lawn  Tennis,  and  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Photographers,  Mr.  McFadycn, 
with  Ills  usual  enterprise  has  added  a  dark  room  for  developing  negatives,  m  December  last. 
Gentlemen^Wdra  to  write  or  wire  beforehand,  as 

season  Roval  Mail  Coach  awaits  steamer  “Columba,  daily  at  Ardrunaig  }»ier  lot  uuuiau  noiei, 
and  Coach  dail7from  Oban  in  season.  Terms,  10s.  to  12s.  per  day-this  includes  use  of 
boats  and  fishing. 

Address-JOHN  McFADYEN,  Cuilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  Lochgilphead. 
Telegraph  Office— Kilmelford,  20  yards  from  Hotel. 

“REUBEN  HEATON, 

161  to  165,  Hospital  Street, 


J.  BERNARD  AND  SON, 

5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly, 

Beg-  to  draw  the  attention  of  Anglers  to  their  very  superior  stock  of 
Tackle  of  every  description,  especially  their 

SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

For  casting  and  killing  power,  these  rods  will  compare  favourably 
with  any  in  the  market,  and  they  are 

WARRANTED. 


PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  WOOD  REELS 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from  the  Winch  Reel,”  “  Brake  Reel  ” 
“Ventilated  Spindleless  Reel,”  and  the  noted  “Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods. 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most  valuable  assortment  of 
Fishing  Reels  and  other  requisites  in  the  world. 

These  goods  can  he  obtained  from  all  respectable  dealers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. _ 


SPECIAL  FLIES  FOR  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Flies  for  North,  South,  and  West  Country  Streams. 

VERY  SUPERIOR  SALMON  AND  TROUT  CASTS. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


W.  JtdL. 

PRACTICAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St.,  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole, 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  >  W.  H.  1.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  i  weeds. 

Mr.  W.  H.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London.  _  3 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Highest  Award,  at  Fifteen  International  ExUMtfam.  for  Fi,h  Hooke,  Fishing  Rode,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  .11  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Bing  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 

The  New  Aluminium  Beel. 

Wholesale  only.  Our 

I^onclQn  Office : 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

60,  QUEEN  yiCTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  21,  1891. 


M6.MES  ANGLING  RIGHTS. 

Smith  v.  Andrews. 

This  case,  which  commence  1  on  Thursday,  5th  inst., 
i  a  report  of  which  ha3  appeared  in  our  two  last 
ues,  was  resumed  on  Tuesday  last  before  Mr.  Justice 
rth',  in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court 
Justice.  The  action  is  for  damages  for  wrong- 
fly  fishing  in  the  plaintiff’s  several  fishery, 
uate  in  the  river  Thames  between  Maidenhead 
idge  and  Amerden  Ash  Eyot,  and  for  the  infringe- 
>nt  of  the  plaintiff’s  right  of  fishing.  The  plaintiff 
10  proceeds  for  trespass,  and  seeks  an  injunction  to 
train.  Mr.  Cozens  Hardy,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Stuart  Moore, 
d  Mr.  Bund  represented  the  plaintiff,  instructed  by 
S38r?.  Tyrrell  Lewis  and  Co.  ;  while  Mr.  Henn 
Uins,  Q  C.,  and  Mr.  Edward  Abinger  appeared  for 
e  defendant,  instructed  by  Messrs.  Bernard  Abra- 
,ms  and  Co. 

Mr.  Willis  Bund,  continuing  his  address,  said  that 
om  about  1830  they  had  had  evidence  clearly  show¬ 
er  how  from  that  time  up  to  the  present  the 
hery  had  been  dealt  with.  Mr.  Bond  had  said 
,at  he  recollected  Wilder  as  the  first  tenant  of  the 
hery,  and  they  had  it  in  evidence  that  Wilder  had 
rned  the  witness  Davis  away  for  fishing. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  For  fishing  from  the  bank. 

Mr.  Bund  :  That  is  so.  Continuing,  he  said  that  on 
ilder's  death  the  fishery  was  carried  on  by  his  widow 
r  some  two  or  three  years,  and  then  Mr.  Bond  took 
,  and  he  (Mr.  Bund)  attached  very  great  importance 
the  sub-lease  of  the  fishery  which  Mr.  Bond  let  to 
ie  Thames  Trout  Club.  They  had  had  it  in  evidence 
iat  that  club  employed  watchers  who  went  up  and 
>wn  the  river  to  turn  persons  off  from  fishing  who 
ere  not  members  of  the  club.  He  submitted  that  no 
ronger  evidence  than  that  could  be  given  to  show 
iat  it  was  a  private  fishery.  Bond  had  also  told  them 
iat,  besides  fishing  in  every  way,  he  had  taken  large 
rantities  of  gravel  from  the  bed  of  the  river.  He 
lbmitted  that  that  was  conclusive  evidence  of  owner- 
iip  of  the  fishery  and  ownership  of  the  soil.  In 
17 1 ,  Mr.  Pain  Lewis  sold  the  fishery  to  Mr.  Ouvry, 
ad  although  it  was  quite  true  that  during  Mr.  Ouvry’s 
me  they  had  not  evidence  of  a  similar  nature  as  to 
wnership,  still  they  had  it  that  the  Thames  Conser- 
ancy  granted  him  a  licence  to  fish  and  use  nets  in  the 
shery,  and  they  also  had  it  that  he  granted  Wilder  a 
cence  to  catch  eels  on  the  condition  that  he  ■warned 
EE  trespassers.  In  1882  they  had  the  sale  of  the  fishery 
)  Mr.  Tyrrell  Lewis,  as  trustee  for  the  present  plain- 
[ff,  and  during  that  time  he  submitted  that  he  had 
sown  the  strongest  evidence  of  various  acts  of  owner- 
hip.  Mr.  Lewis  had  told  them  that  he  had  prosecuted 
[r.  Layard  for  fishing,  and  that  various  repairs  had 
een  effected  to  the  eel  butts,  &c.  ;  money  had  been 
pent  in  the  restoration  of  the  bridge  that  crossed 
rom  the  Berkshire  shore  to  the  eyot  ;  and  also  that 
e  had  taken  large  quantities  of  gravel  from  the  bed 
f  the  river.  Then  they  had  had  it  from  Mr.  Hewitt, 
he  plaintiff’s  agent,  that  he  had  turned  persons  off 
rom  fishing,  and  had  given  a  large  number  of 
lermits. 

His  Lordship :  Most  of  them  were  of  very  recent 
ate.  A  good  many  of  them  were  since  the  action. 

Mr.  Bund  continued  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able 
o  gather  from  his  learned  friend's  cross-examination, 
he  only  thing  they  could  pat  forward  against  the 
ilaintiff’s  ownership  of  the  fishery  and  the  soil  of  the 
iver  was  that  Mr.  Bond  had  said  that  he  allowed 
lersons  in  punts  to  go  on  the  fishery.  Assuming  that 
o  be  the  case,  he  (Mr.  Bund)  submitted  it  would  not 
five  the  public  any  right  to  fish.  Besides,  it  was  to 
he  interests  of  Bond  to  encourage  punt  fishing,  for  he 
ras  a  man  who  made  part  of  his  living  by  letting 
hem  for  hire. 

His  Lordship  :  I  don’t  know  about  that. .  If  you 
aid  it  was  his  duty  to  encourage  punt  fishing  from 
lis  own  punts  I  could  follow  that,  but  he  says  he 
Mowed  anybody  to  fish,  whether  they  had  hired  his 
mnts  or  not. 

Mr.  Bund  submitted  that  that  was  no  evidence 
>f  ownership  against  him  that  Bond  generously  or 
oolishly  allowed  persons  to  go  and  fish.  He  was 
lot  aware  of  any  authority  where  the  right  to  angle 
rom  a  boat  had  been  decided  in  the  courts,  but  in 
he  case  of  Bland  v.  Lipscombe  the  courts  scouted 
he  idea  of  a  right  to  angle  from  the  bank. 

His  Lordship  :  Your  point  is  that  if  a  man  goes 
dong  a  highway  where  he  has  a  right  and  shoots  or 
ishes,  he  is  trespassing. 

Mr.  Bund  :  Yes,  that  is  my  point  precisely.  He 
:oncluded  by  referring  to  the  case  of  Lewis  and 
jayard,  and  said  that  the  decision  in  that  case 
virtually  came  to  the  fact  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Queen’s  Bench  Division  was  that  the  right  claimed 
n  the  present  case  was  a  right  that  could  not  exist 
n  law. 

Mr.  Henn  Collins  then  addressed,  his  Lordship  on 
>ehalf  of  the  defendant.  He  said  that  the  point 
which  the  defence  raised  in  the  present  case  was,  to 


put  it  shortly,  that,  so  far  as  living  memory  went, 
everybody,  without  let  or  hindrance,  had  fished  with 
rod  and  line  from  the  banks  of  the  Thames  in  the 
place  now  claimed  to  be  private,  and  they  were  here 
to  contend  that,  if  that  fact  was  established  in 
evidence,  they  must,  if  possible,  trace  it  to  a  legal 

His  Lordship  :  You  must  not  take  it  that  all  the 
evidence  is  one  way.  As  far  as  it  goes  it  seems  to  me 
rather  the  other  way. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  was  going  to  call  evilencein 
support  of  his  contention  that  so  far  as  living  memory 
went  the  public  had,  without  let  or  hindrance,  fished 
from  boats  in  the  Thames  in  the  place  in  question. 
The  plaintiff  had  not  succeeded  in  showing  a  con¬ 
tinuous  title,  for  there  was  a  gap  of  about  a  hundred 
years  from  about  the  year  1040,  and  he  should  ask  his 
lordship  to  infer  from  that  that  when  his  learned 
friend  emerged  again  to  give  actual  proof  of  his  recent 
title  that  it  was  a  maimed  title.  Undoubtedly  there 
was  overwhelming  proof  of  the  ownership  of  seveial 
fishery,  coupled  with  the  proper  title,  down  to  the 
time  of  Charles  I.  But  coming  down  to  times  within 
the  memory  of  persons  now  living,  they  had.  the 
evidence  of  Bond  and  Davis  to  consider.  Bond 
admitted  that  he  never  interfered  with  anybody  fish¬ 
ing  with  rod  and  line  from  boats,  but  only  from  the 
banks.  Davis— who  had  spoken  to  having  his  ears 
boxed— admitted  that  it  was  for  fishing  from  the  banks, 
so  that  it  was  evident  that  fishing  from  the  banks  and 
from  punts  stood  on  a  totally  different  footing.  Then 
they  had  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cocks,  a  former  Mayor 
of  Maidenhead,  and  Mr.  Ward,  a  solicitor,  both  of 
whom  knew  the  fishery  well,  and  who  had  stated  that 
they  never  knew  of  anybody  who  had  been  stopped 
from  fishing.  Assuming,  therefore,  that  his  lordship 
found  that  there  had  been  an  uninterrupted  use  of  the 
fishery  by  the  public,  he  should  ask  him  to  infer  the 
legal  origin,  and  the  question  to  be  decided  then  would 
be°two-fold.  FirM  of  all,  was  the  evidence  sufficient 
to  justify  the  inference  that  there  had  been  some  legal 
origin  in  the  shape  of  a  grant  for  that  right ;  and  the 
next  point  to  consider  was  whether  such  a  grant  could 
be  possible  in  the  course  of  law.  If  it  was  possible  by 
some  form  of  grant  to  give  the  public  the  right  of 
fishing  in  a  river,  then  if  the  evidence  he  should  pro¬ 
duce  was  such  as  he  had  indicated,  he  should  ask  his 
lordship  to  infer  that  the  grant  had  taken  place  with 
all  the  necessary  legal  formalities.  He  knew  it  was 
useless  to  ask  the  court  to  infer  that  there  could  be  a 
grant  to  the  public  qua  public,  but  there  were  other 
ways  in.  which,  such  a  right  could  be  bestowed.  LAt 
this  point  Mr.  Collins  was  called  away  to.  another 
court,  and  by  permission  of  his  lordship  he  indicated 
that  he  would  continue  his  speech  after  the  evidence 
of  the  witnesses.] 

Mr.  Harry  Wilder  was  then  called  and  examined 
by  Mr.  Abinger.  He  stated  that  he  was  born  in  1829, 
and  had  lived  at  Maidenhead  all  his  life.  He  was  one 
of  the  bailiffs  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cookham  and  Bray 
Thames  Angling  Association.  He  remembered  his 
father  Simon  having  a  lease  of  the  fishery  in  dispute, 
and  he  fished  it  with  rod  and  line,  nets  and  eel 

baskets.  .  . 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  your  father  interfenn 
with  anyone  for  fishing? — ‘No,  not  all  my  life. 

Do  you  remember  Bond  taking  over  the  fishery  ? — 
Very  well. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  ever  prevented  anybody 
from  fishing  ? — No,  I  don’t  know  that  he  ever 
interfered  with  anyone.  With  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Layard,  he  had  never  heard  of  anybody  being  pro¬ 
secuted  for  fishing  in  the  water. 

Have  you  ever  seen  any  notice  boards  on  the 
river  warning  persons  from  fishing  ? — I  have  seen 
notice  boards  stating  that  persons  trespassing  on 
the  eyot  would  be  prosecuted.  Continuing,  the 
witness  said  that  he  knew  Mr.  Ouvry  and  Mr.  Nor- 
mansell,  but  to  his  knowledge  neither  of  them  ever 
interfered  with  any  persons  fishing.  He  knew  the 
defendant,  Andrews.  He  was  a  fisherman  and  obtained 
his  livelihood  by  taking  persons  out  in  punts  fishing. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Hardy,  the  witness  said  he 
did  not  see  that  it  was  to  his  interests  to  get  as 
many  persons  as  possible  down  to  Maidenhead  to 
fish,  because  his  punts  were  always  filled  up. 

As  to  the  Thames  Trout  Club,  did  your  father 
grant  a  lease  of  this  fishery  to  them  ?— Yes. 

What  was  that  club  for  ?— To  keep  nets  out  of  the 
river,  with  the  idea  that  it  would  make  the  trout 
fishing  better. 

Did  the  trout  club  have  a  keeper  to  warn  off  tres¬ 
passers?— Not  to  warn  off  trespassers,  but  poachers. 
By  poaching  I  mean  spearing  and  netting. 

You  had  a  license  to  catch  eels  in  the  fishery  from 
Mr.  Ouvry  ?— Yes. 

Witness  continuing,  said  that  he  understood  that 
the  lease  was  let  to  him  on  condition  that  he  warned 
off  persons  from  trespassing  on  the  islands  and  not  on 

the  fishery.  - 

Re-examined  hy  Mr,  Abinger,  the  witness  said  that 


the  Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling 
Association  had  turned  trout  into  the  Thames  at 
Maidenhead  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Did  the  Thames  Trout  Club  prevent  anyone  angling  in 
the  fishery  during  the  time  they  had  the  lease  ?  • 
Certainly  not.  He  knew  a  keeper  named  Mount 
employed  by  the  club  to  look  after  poachers,  but  ho 
never  kn-w  him  interfere  with  anybody  for  aDgling. 

Mrs.  Ann  Percy,  whose  first  husband  was  the  late 
Mr.  Simon  Wilder,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  fishery 
having  been  used  by  her  late  husband  during  the  time 
he  leased  it.  She  occasionally  used  to  fish  the  river, 
but  she  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  anybody  being 
interfered  with  for  fishing  with  rod  and  line. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Gillham,  examined.  by  Mr.  Abinger,  said 
that  he  was  gardener  to  Miss  Pain  at  the  fishery  from 
1848  to  1853.  He  rememberedher  having  the  right  of 
fishing. 

During  the  years  that  you  were  with  her  dm  you 
know  of  her  ever  interfering  with  anybody  for  angling? 
—Never. 

Did  she  ever  say  anything  that  you  remember  on  the 
subject  ? — I  once  remember  a  gentleman  asking  her 
whether  she  had  any  objection  to  persons  fishing  in  the 
fishery,  or  whether  it  annoyed  her.  She  said  she  had 
no  objection,  and  even  if  she  had  she  could  not  help  it, 
because  the  Thames  was  a  navigable  river.  He  re¬ 
membered  Mount,  the  liver  keeper  in  the  employ  of 
the  Thames  Trout  Club.  He  used  to  walk  up  and  down 
the  river  to  see  that  there  was  no  poaching. 

What  do  you  mean  by  poaching  ?— ' To  see  that  no¬ 
body  was  netting  or  taking  up  night  lines.  He  never 
saw  Mount  interfere  with  anyone  for  angling.  He 
used  to  remember  notice  boards  on  the  eyots  stating 
that  persons  trespassing  on  them  would  be  prosecuted. 

Mr.  William  Andrews,  the  second  cousin  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  he  had  fished 
in  the  river  all  his  life,  but  had  never  been  interfered 
with  by  anybody.  „ 

Mr.  Abinger  :  Used  you  ever  to  go  out  poacning  . 
— Occasionally.  (Laughter.) 

His  Lordship  :  That  was  when  you  were  younger,  I 
hope.  (Renewed  laughter.) 

The  witness  continued  that  he  knew  Mount,  who 
was  employed  by  the  Thames  Trout  Club  to  catch 
poachers,  but  he  never  caught  .  him  because  he  had 
given  up  poaching  before  that  time. 

The  next  witness  was  Mr.  S.  Rose,  sen.,  who  said 
that  he  had  lived  at  Maidenhead  since  1861,  and  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  river 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff.  He  remembered  Mr.  Ouvry, 
and  used  to  take  him  out  fishing.  . 

Have  you  ever  fished,  or  seen  other  persons  fish,  m 
the  river  opposite  the  lawn  in  Mr.  Ouvry  s  time  . 
Yes,  I  have  fished  there  myself  lots  of  times. 

Did  he  ever  interfere  with  you? — Never.  Con¬ 
tinuing,  the  witness  said  that  he  had  seen  notice 
boards  on  the  eyots  warning  persons  against  trespass¬ 
ing  on  the  land.  He  had  held  a  license  from  the 
Thames  Conservators  to  dredge  the  river  for  gravel. 
That  license  applied  to  no  particular  spot,  but  his 
men  could  go  and  dredge  where  they  liked.  He  had 
bought  gravel  from  the  Conservators  which  had  been 
dredged  from  that  part  of  the  river  claimed  by  the 
plaintiff. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Hardy  :  Are  you  prepared  to 
swear  that  the  notice  boards  you  speak  of  did  not  say, 
“  Trespassers  on  this  fishery  will  be  prosecuted  .?  I 
swear  there  was  nothing  on  them  which  related  either 
directly  or  indirectly  to  fishing.  , 

Mr.  George  Whitelaw  was  now  called,  and  m  reply 
to  Mr  Abinger  said  that  he  was  the  owner  in  fee 
simple  of  the  land  opposite  the  fishery  on  the  Berks 
shore.  During  the  last  forty  years  he  had  never  heard 
of  anyone  being  interfered  with  for  angling  in  the 
fishery. 

Edward  Andrews,  elder  brother  of  the  defendant, 
said  that  he  had  been  a  professional  fisher¬ 
man  at  Maidenhead  all  his  life.  He  had  fished 
in  the  presence  of  both  Mr.  Ouvry  and  Mr.  Bond, 
but  neither  of  them  had  interfered  with  him. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Hardy  :  You  know  Mr. 
Hewitt.  Have  you  ever  fished  in  Mrs.  Smith  s  waters 

in  his  presence?  c 

The  witness  replied  that  he  constantly  fished  there, 
but  whether  or  not  Hewitt  had  seen  him  he  could  not 

By  Mr.  Abinger  :  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Hewitt  tying 
a  stone  to  the  soda  water  bottle,  and  keep  throwing  it 
into  the  river  ? — No,  I  have  not.  . 

Have  you  been  offered  a  permit  to  fish  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff?— No. 

Or  by  Mr.  Hewitt  ?— No. 

His  Lordship  :  Have  you  ever  asked  for  leave  and 
been  refused  ?— No,  I  have  never  asked  for  leave. 

Mr.  James  Andrews  was  then  called,  and  examined 
by  Mr  Abinger  said  he  was  the  defendant  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  case.  He  had  lived  at  Maidenhead  thirty-three 
years,  and  had  fished  with  a  rod  and  line  there  ever 
since  he  was  about  ten  years  old.  He  knew  when 
Wilder  had  the  eel-butts,  but  he  never  interfered  with 


114 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[February  21,  1891. 


him  fishing-.  He  earned  his  living  by  fishing,  and  he 
had  a  license  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  to  an<de 
with  rod  and  line.  3 

When  were  you  first  interfered  with  for  fishing  ?— 
The  year  before  last— in  1889. 

His  Lc  r  Iship  ;gWhat  time  of  the  year  was  that  ? 

The  witness  :  About  the  latter  end  of  July  or  the 
beginning  of  August. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Abinger,  the  witness  said  he  re¬ 
membered  getting  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Tyrrell 
Lewis,  stating  that  proceedings  would  be  taken  against 
him  if  he  continued  to  fish,  but  he  took  no  notice  of 

it. 

Were  any  p.actical  steps  taken  to  prevent  you  fish¬ 
ing  ?— Yes  ;  Mrs.  Smith  pelted  me  with  stones,  and 
sent  out  about  a  dozen  men  to  duck  me. 

Did  they  ?—  No,  I  shoved  my  punt  too  fast  for  them. 
(Laughter.) 

Where  were  you  fishing  then  ?-On  the  Berks  side  of 
the  river,  just  below  the  railway  bridge. 

The  Court  then  adjourned. 


On  the  resumption  of  this  case  on  Tuesday  (beiim 
the  sixth  day  of  the  trial)  the  defendant  Andrew's 
again  went  into  the  box,  and  his  examinatien  was  con¬ 
tinued  by  Mr.  Abinger.  He  said  that  on  another  oc¬ 
casion  when  he  was  fishing  with  a  gentleman  in  the 
fishery  claimed  by  Mis.  Smith,  her  agent  came  and 
told  him  that  if  he  did  not  clear  cut  he  would  find 
himself  in  the  police  station.  He  told  him  be  was 
trespassing  and  poaching,  and  witness  replied  that  he 
had  a  license  from  the  Thames  Conservancy.  The 
result  was  that  the  gentleman  with  whom  he  was 
fishing  went  away. 

His  Lordship  :  When  you  said  you  had  a  license 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy,  what  did  he  say  ? 

Witness  :  He  said  I  must  get  a  permit  from  Mrs. 
Smith,  and  if  I  liked  to  ask  for  one  I  could  have  it. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  You  did  not  apply  for  a  permit  ? 

The  Witness  :  No. 

But  you  knew  that  Mr.  Layard  had  been  summoned 
for  fishing  in  these  waters  ? — Yes. 

And  you  knew  that  the  magistrates  had  dismissed 
the  case  1 — Yes. 

His  Lordship  :  Is  that  correct  ? 

.Mr.  Abinger  :  Oh,  yes.  The  summons  was  dis¬ 
missed  on  its  merits,  and  on  the  application  of  the 
plaintiffs  the  magistrates  stated  a  case.  To  the 
witness  :  Was  it  in  consequence  of  the  magistrates  re¬ 
fusing  to  convict  Mr.  Layard  that  you  persisted  in 
fishing  ? 

His  Lordship  :  I  cannot  allow  you  to  put  it  to  him 
in  that  way. 

The  witness  then  said  that  on  another  occasion  he 
was  out  fishing  with  a  Mr.  Ricardo  and  Mr.  Samuel- 
son,  in  his  punt,  in  the  fishery  claimed  by  Mrs.  Smith. 
Hewitt  (the  plaintiff’s  agent)  came  over  to  Mr'. 
Ricardo  and  asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  he  was 
trespassing  and  poaching,  and  told  him  that  if  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  fish  a  case  would  be  brought  against  him  in 
the  High  Court.  Mr.  Ricardo  told  him  that  he  had 
his  fisherman  with  him  (meaning  the  witness),  and  he 
(witness)  said  to  Hewitt,  “I  wish  you  would  not  come 
interfering  with  me,  and  prevent  me  getting  mv  liv¬ 
ing.  I  have  a  license  from  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  if  I  have  done  anything  wrong  you  must  commu¬ 
nicate  with  them.”  Nothing  was  done  on  that  occa¬ 
sion,  and  Hewitt  went  away. 

His  Lordship :  You  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Tyrell  Lewis  warning  you  against  fishing,  and  what 
happened  after  that  1 

Witness  replied  that  he  went  on  fishing  until  one 
day  in  November,  when  Mrs.  Smith  sent  her  men  out 
to  him. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  Were  you  fishing  alone  ?— No,  I  had 
a  young  fellow  with  me.  We  were  spinning  for  jack. 
Witness  continued  that  he  went  on  fishing. 

His  Lordship  :  And  you  were  not  further  interfered 
with  that  day  ? 

The  Witness  :  Oh,  yes.  We  went  further  down  the 
reach,  but  the  men  followed  us  and  pelted  with  stones. 
My  line  got  cut,  and  I  applied  for  a  summons  against 
the  gardener  of  Mrs.  Smith's  for  cutting  it.  Hewitt 
issued  a  cross-summons  against  him  for  using  obecene 
language.  Continuing,  witness  said  that  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  he  went  fishing  below  the  railway  bridge,  on 
the  Berks  side  of  the  river. 

His  Lordship  said  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
assume  that  the  proceedings  which  took  place  on°the 
occasion  which  resulted  in  the  summons  and  cross¬ 
summons  showed  wrong  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Abinger  :  How  many  years  have  you  fished  in 
this  fishery  without  interruption  ? — All  my  life,  and  I 
never  have  been  interfered  with  except  by  the  plaintiff 
and  her  agents. 

During  the  intervals  between  the  encounters,  were 
other  professional  fishermen  fishing  in  the  river  ?— 
Yes. 

And  members  of  the  public  ?— Yes. 

His  Lordship  :  That  does  not  help  you  much,  be¬ 
cause  we  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  members  of  the 
public  fished  with  permits  given  them  by  Mrs.  Smith. 
Mr,  Abinger  (to  the  witness)  :  Have  you  ever  seen 


notice  boar ,3s  in  the  river  prohibiting  persons  from 
fishing  (—Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Abinger  said  he  should  like  to  ask  the  witness 
whether  he  w-as  actuated  by  any  malicious  motives  in 
persisting  in  fishing. 

His  Lordship  :  That  is  not  necessary.  (To  the  wit¬ 
ness)  You  think  you  have  a  right  to  fish  there  ?— Yes 
my  lord. 

And  you  think  that  Mrs.  Smith  has  no  right  to  pre¬ 
vent  yo  i  ?— No. 

His  Lcrdship  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  defendant, 
even  if  he  should  turn  out  to  b .?  wrong,  had  only 
fished  thinking  he  was  within  his  right. 

Mr.  Hardy  :  I  did  not  put  it  in  my  opening  that  he 
was  actuated  with  any  motives  in  persisting  in  fishing 
His  Lordship  :  No.  What  you  say  is  that  he  has 
takcna  mistaken  view,  and  persists  infi.-hing,  thinkino- 
he  has  a  right. 

Mr.  Hardy  :  Yes,  that  is  so.  (To  the  witness)  You 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion  told  Mrs.  Smith’s  men 
that  you  claimed  to  fish  because  you  had  a  license 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy.  Is  not  that  license 
given  you  pursuant  to  the  bye-laws  entitling  you  to 
let  out  boats  for  hire  ? — No,  certainly  not.  ° 

Did  you  ever  receive  any  notice  signed  by  Mr. 
Ward,  solicitor,  warning  you  not  to  fish?— I  did  not 
receive  any. 

You  are  quite  sure  of  that  ?— Yes. 

But  did  you  not  see  notices  which  h  id  been  sent  to 
other  fishermen  by  Mr.  Ward  ? — No. 

I  am  told  that  you  said  yesterday  afternoon  that  Mrs. 
Smith  herself  pelted  you  with  stones  ?  —  Yes,  that  is 
quite  right,  she  personally  pelted  me. 

Was  Mr.  Hewitt  there  on  that  occasion?— No, but  he 
came  by  soon  after. 

Mr.  J.  D.  M.  Pearce  was  next  called,  and  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Abinger  said  that  he  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  borough  of  Maidenhead  and  was  also  Mayor. 
He  came  to  Maidenhead  in  1827,  and  had  resided  there 
ever  since.  He  knew  Bray  reach  very  well,  and  fished 
there  frequently  when  a  boy  without  interference.  He 
remembered  MBs  Pain  living  at  the  fishery. 

How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Maidenhead 
Town  Council  ? — Since  1854,  and  I  have  sat  on  the 
Bench  thirty  years. 

With  the  exception  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Layard,  during 
those  thirty  j  ears,  has  any  case  ever  come  before  you 
of  a  person  being  summoned  for  fishing  in  these  waters  ? 
Not  that  I  can  remember. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  when  the 
Corporation  granted  what  is  called  the  Corporation 
Fishery  to  Mr.  Bond  ? — Yes. 

I  propose  asking  you  whether  the  lease  granted  to  the 
Corporation  gave  the  holder  a  right  to  exclude  the  pub¬ 
lic  from  angling. 

His  Lordship  :  I  cannot  allow  that  question. 

This  finished  the  evidence  for  the  defence,  and  Mr 
Coliins  resumed  his  address.  He  said  his  position  was 
that  it  he  satisfied  his  Lordship  that  there  ha  l  been  a  con¬ 
tinuous  user  by  the  public  of  the  light  of  fishing  with 
rods  from  boats  in  the  water  in  question  during  a  period 
at  all  events  co-extensive  with  living  memory,  that  the 
next  point  to  consider  was  whether  any  legal  justifica¬ 
tion  for  such  usage  could  be  found,  and  if  it  could  be 
found,  then  he  should  ask  his  Loidship  to  infer  that 
such  a  legal  justification  existed. 

.  His  Lordship  :  The  allegid  right  you  now  suggest 
is  fishing  with  rod  and  line  from  boats. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that,  as  there  had  been  some  men¬ 
tion  of  interference  with  persons  fishing  from  the  bank 
he  was  willing  to  put  his  claim  at  what  he  might  call 
the  low  water  mark.  He  was  not  going  to  contend 
that  by  virtue  of  the  Thames  being  what  was  called  a 
public  river  therefore  the  public  qua  public  had 
the  right  of  fishing  in  it.  That  doubtless  would  apply 
in  the  case  of  a  tidal  river,  unless  there  had  been  some 
giant  or  charter  prior  to  Magna  Charta.  He  was  not 
going  to  contend  that  the  Thames  stood  on  the  footing 
of  a  public  river  in  that  sense,  but  he  contended  that 
the  public  had  acquired  a  right  to  fish  in  another 
way.  He  had  ventured  yesterday  to  put  it  to  his  Lord- 
ship  that  there  was  authority  for  contending  that  just 
as  a  man  might  dedicate  a  right  of  way  over  his  own 
ground,  so  he  might  dedicate  a  right  of  way  over  a 
fishery.  His  Lordship  was  well  aware  that  a  right  of 
fishing  might  be  broken  up  into  a  number  of  sub¬ 
rights. 

His  Lordship  :  I  don  t  doubt,  as  far  as  dedication 
of  a  right  of  way  is  concerned,  that  a  person  may  dedi¬ 
cate  right  of  way  over  water  as  well  a3  over  land. 

.Mr.  Collins  then  quoted  several  cases  in  support  of 
his  contention,  and  saidhe  considered  that  abandonment 
and  dedication  were  two  equivalent  terms,  and  just  as 
a  man  who  abandoned  a  piece  of  land  and  allowed  the 
public  to  use  it  might  be  said  to  have  dedicated  it  to 
the  public,  so  a  man  who  abandoned  his  right  of  fishino- 
and  allowed  the  public  to  fish,  had  likewise  dedicated 
the  fishery  to  the  public.  There  were  a  number  of 
authorities  to  the  effect  that  an  easement  could  be 
abandoned  by  non-usage.  If  that  could  be  so,  he  asked 
why  in  the  nature  of  things  and  in  common  sense 
could  not  a  right  which  was  analogous  also  be  aban¬ 
doned  1 


His  Lordship  :  But  could  an  easement  be  abandoned 
to  the  public  ? 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  could  hardly  say  that  it  could, 
but  it  could  be  abandoned  to  an  indiscriminate  body. 
He  suggested  that  a  dedication  and  an  abandonment 
amounted  to  exactly  the  same  thing.  Both  of  them 
rested  upon  an  act  done  by  a  person  as  against  others 
who  had  no  right  at  the  time  of  the  abandonment,  and 
that  did  involve  the  necessity  of  a  grant.  He  asked 
therefoje,  why  should  not  a  person  who  happened  to 
be  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  te  able  to  give  the 
public  the  benefit  of  it  or  some  part  of  it.  Was  ic  im¬ 
possible  that  an  owner  could  divest  himself  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  right  and  leave  it  open  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  ?  Unless  there  was  some  clear  principle  of  law 
which  made  it  impossible  for  a  peison  to  do  such  an 
act,  he  should  submit  that  it  was  a  matter  which  the 
Court  would  regard  as  a  proper  and  laudable  action  on 
the  part  of  the  owner. 

His  Lordship  :  I  know  of  nothing  to  prevent  a  man 
giving  up  his  private  part  to  the  public  for  their  bene¬ 
fit,  but  he  must  take  the  right  steps  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that  if  after  fifty  or  one  hundred 
years  his  Lordship  found  that  everything  had  happened 
which  would  be  expected  to  have  happened  had  the 
owner  taken  the  proper  steps,  then  he  should  ask  the 
Court  to  infer  that  the  proper  steps  had  been  taken. 
He  contended  that  in  the  present  case  abandonment 
might  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  as  far  as  living 
memory  went  the  people  who  came  into  possession  of 
the  fishery  came  into  it  after  a  certain  interval,  and  he 
contended  that  during  that  interval  there  had  been 
some  act  equivalent  to  abandonment,  so  that  when  the 
person  came  into  possessionof  the  fishery  they  came  in¬ 
to  possession  of  a  fishery  the  use  of  a  portion  of  which 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  public. 

His  Lordship  :  Your  proposition  is  that  the  Court 
should  find  a  legal  origin  for  a  long-established 
usage  ? 

Mr.  Collins  replied  that  was  a  correct  interpretation 
of  his  argument.  Continuing,  he  said  it  was  just  pos¬ 
sible  that  a  private  owner  might  grant  to  some  indi¬ 
vidual,  as  trustee  for  the  public,  a  several  fishery  on 
trust  that  he  should  permit  the  public  to  fish  in  it, 
and  hs  contended  that  that  might  have  been  a  possible 
ground  by  which  a  legal  origin  was  given  to  the  user. 
He  submitted  that  evidence  had  been  adduced  to  show 
that  the  public  had  enjoyed  the  right  of  fishing  in 
these  waters  long  enough  to  justify  the  Court"  in 
finding  a  legal  origin  if  such  could  exist. 

His  Lordship  :  Supposing  there  be  this  long-con¬ 
tinued  enjoyment  of  the  fishing  by  the  public,  why 
should  it  be  inferred  to  such  a  grant  or  trust  as  you 
suggest,  in  which  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  the  owner 
of  the  fishery  gives  up  everything  and  gets  nothing 
for  it,  rather  than  to  a  permission  or  license  given 
from  time  to  time  by  the  successive  owners,  amounting 
to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  object  to  what  was  being 
done. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that  of  course  a  user  by  license  was 
a  totally  different  thing  from  user  by  right.  User  by 
license  meant  acquiescence  in  the  right  of  somebody 
to  exclude  you.  If  those  were  the  two  conclusions  to 
which  his  Lordship  had  come,  he  should  ask  him  to 
say  that  upon  the  evidence  he  had  adduced  the  true 
conclusion  was  that  what  had  been  done  by  the  public 
had  been  done  as  a  right,  and  not  by  license. 

His  Lordship  :  Why  ? 

Mr.  Collins  :  Because  there  is  no  proof  of  a  license 
asked  for  and  no  proof  of  interruption  until  we  come 
down  to  plain!  iff ’s  own  title. 

His  Lordship  :  You  have  put  in  evidence  yourself  a 
statement  by  a  person  who  was  owner  of  the  fishery 
at  one  time,  stating  that  she  did  not  object  to _ 

Mr.  Collins :  Because  she  thought  she  had  no 
power. 

His  Lordship  .  Jio  ;  she  said  she  did  not  object  to 
peisons  fishing,  but  that  if  she  did,  she  could  not  do 
so  successfully,  because  the  river  was  a  navigable  one 

Mr.  Collins  submitted  that  a  person  who  admitted 
that  she  had  no  right  to  complain  of  persons  fishino- 
could  hardly  say  that  the  users  fished  with  her  license 
His  contention  was  that  the  plaintiff— and  every 
person  who  had  the  fishery  after  the  gap  in  the  owner¬ 
ship— took  a  several  fishery,  but  reft  of  some  of  its 
rights.  Appearing  as  he  did  for  a  public  right,  he 
asked  his  Lordship,  if  he  could  see  his  way  clear  to  do 
so,  not  to  deprive  the  public  of  a  right  which  they  had 
enjoyed  tor  a  very  long  period.  The  question  came 
practically  to  this— did  our  law  make  it  possible  for  a 
man  who  was  anxious  to  give  to  the  public  some  of 
his  rights  in  a  fishery  to  do  so,  or  was  it  impossible. 

It  it  was  not  possible  to  do  it,  then,  of  course,  the 
Coutts  could  not  infer  that  the  necessary  legal  docu¬ 
ments  were  in  existence,  because  the  right  would  be 
one  that  could  not  be  inferred,  but  if  his  Lordship 
agreed  with  him  (Mr.  Collins)  that  such  a  thing  was 
possible-and  he  had  attempted  to  show  his  Lordship 
that  the  necessary  legal  machinery  did  exist  and  that 
tfie  Courts  had  applied  it  in  cases  similar  in  principle 
to  the  present-he  asked  his  Lordship  to  say  thac  a 
pu",llc  *ni?ht  hatl, been  conferred  in  the  present  case. 

M  r.  Abinger  also  addressed  his  Lordship,  remarking 
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that  there  was  one  remark  he  should  like  to  make 
which,  in  his  opinion,  went  to'show  that  the  public 
had  fished  in  the  place  in  question  as  a  matter  of 
ri2ht  and  not  of  license,  and  that  lay  in  the  evidence 
which  had  .been  given  by  professional  fishermen  who 
had  at  various  times  owned  the  fishery.  They  had  all 
admitted  that  the  public  fished  without  let  or  hin¬ 
drance  and  he  therefore  asked  his  Lordship  to  assume 
that  they  did  it  as  a  public  right,  because  it  would 
have  been  to  the  interests  of  the  professional  fishermen 
to  have  exacted  a  small  fee  for  the  privilege  of  fishing, 
had  they  been  lawfully  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hardy  then  closed  the  case  for  the  plaintiff,  ana 
in  a  long  speech  contended  that  he  had  made  out  his 
claim  to  the  fishery  and  the  soil  of  the  river,  which 
his  learned  friends  had  not  attempted  seriously  to  dis¬ 
prove,  and  he  therefore  asked  his  Lordship  to  grant 
the  plaintiff  the  injunction  asked  for. 

His  Lordship  deferred  judgment,  which  he  said  he 
wouldtput  into  writing. 
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the  third the  General  Committee,  held  on  the 
firmed,  the  repo  ■  ent  mont,h,  and  the  Renting  and 

first  Monday  of  ‘  mittee  on  the  second  Monday,  were 
Preffo?the  ger^ ^information  of  the  members 

£  a ow-ues  unanimously  conferred  hon.  bailiff  s  war- 
TthCnn  Mess?!  R  Perrin  and  G.  Bliss,  the  two  members 
rants  on  Messrs,  xv Aneling  Society,  who  had  been 

0fi  ^teA^v  the^eneral  Committee;  their  duties  appertain 
selected  by  the  ue  by  the  association.  The  printed 

to  all  ]he  waters  re '  e  *cards  were  also  distributed. 

hon.  bailiffs  ,  Preservation  Committee  reported  that 
The  Ucntmg  ^id  Preservatio  ^  been  ^  with  W.  B. 

»  ver/  saUsfactory  t  London  Water  Works  Co.,  who 

Bryan,  Esq.,  or  i  g  SOon  as  thc  necessary  arrange- 

W  Ccanbt  made  fhe  has  also  not  only  given  us  permis- 
ments  can  be  maae^  Flandcrs  Weir  Fishery,  but  will 

assistus  iVdoing  so.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 

accorded  hn?.  handed  the  secretary  £1  Is.,  being  a 

Mr.  A.  YV .  i  arEei  aaiiu  A  Raison,  one  of  the  mem- 

donation  forwarded  by  M^iin  gociety  for  the  Anglers’ 

hers  of  the  Gresha  who"ig  ”  ow  staying  at  Alleghany, 
Benevolent  Society,  .  about  five  hundred  miles 

Pennsylvania,  U  S  omch^e  chairman  and  members 

inland,iu  felt  much  interest  in  finding  they  were  thought 
generally  teit  rnueu  of  miles  from  their  native 

of  even  a  s  dsdin"  officers  report  as  follows:— Mr. 
shores.  T  he  ywa  e  visit  at  the  St.  John’s  Angling 
Thorley  had  a  succ  1 IU  hen  nineteen  clubs  were  repre- 
Society,  on  'he-;'th^ls'’  Andrew’s  Piscatorials  on  the  3rd 
sented,  and  also ,  at  tM&c. ^  deputieg.  Ml..  Jennings  had 

instant,  when  ten  ^  Society,  and  collected  eleven 

visited  the  ^ason  Piscatorial  aome  >lnglerg,  Benevolent 

shillings  and  r.ja,;es  being  represented  also  at  the 
Society,  eleven  societ  >  be^l  clubyg  had  representatives. 
^Jlason  United,  w  e  o  that  fourtcen  ciubs  were  repre- 
Mr.  Armstrong  rep  d  n  gociety-  0ur  delegate  to 
sented  at  the  y  8  ^on  Society  also  gave  his 

thenTthaMr8JAClose  Sof  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  gave 

report.  Mr- J.  uiose,  delegate  meeting  he  should  bring 

notice  that  at  the  ne«f  scale  of  flsh  that  might  be 
forward  a  motion  ,°b  rollcd  on  the  books  of  the  asso- 
weighed  m  havV sn  spreading  that  some  clubs 

cmtion,  as  reports  n  than  the  Thames  or  Leastan- 

pernutted  fish  muen  ,  ht  tbere  was  no  necessity  for 
dards.  The  chair  n  ™  ”mtil  thc  evidence  had  been 
such  a  ruie.  at  all  e  enu  f  h  a  pi.actice ;  but  a 

afforded  as  to  a  club  being  gu  y  handed  him,  clearly 
book  of  rules  of  an  oia  societ^eing  wcighed  in,  but  from 

permitting  sue  TliC  secretary  was,  therefore,  rc- 

private  water?  on  y  cictv  t0  attend  at  the  next  dele- 

quired  to  summons  the  soemty  unanimous  that  no 

gate  meeting,  as  the  ac ue. „ai  f  thcassociation  that 

8w°SSay»«  2m  °SrS  tS  the  requirements  o(  the  assoc,.- 
A  W  Parker  reported  that  he  had  received  informa- 

c: $KhSma®”SSead 'no  IngfeSW  been  able  to  cap- 
tU*fhe  roll  was  called  at  eleven  p.m.,  when  fifty  clubs  were 

road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.  Emit  ^  report  that  the  War 
offialithorities  have  accepted  the of^the  Angie^ 

any  person  A^Vrom  the  Anglers’  Association,  will  ren- 

Anglers  ^c^^^t'^^sh  on  this  list  will  take 
List,  No.  2.-1  he  next  m  sncict.v.  held  at  the  Cloth- 


WSW  mrwm  auend  and  them  a 

pW-A  ™ I^AlK "andPfelsior  a!  S„  lto&l  George, 
lust.,  at  the  fet.  Ainans  a  a  most  pleasant  evening 

Now-street,  Retmington.  b  u  the  following  nine  clubs 
was  spent.  Un  ine  oau  TJiooi/frin-rs  -Olanham 


St  George  ’9-road,  Peckham.  The  date  T  will  give  next 
week.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer.  , 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters  Hall, 
Clerken  well-road,  Clcrkenwell,  E.C.-Sinco  my  last  report  L 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  reccip.  of  *1  is. 
donation,  from  A.  A.  Raison,  late  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  now  residing  in  America  ;  twelve  shillings,  United 
Brothers;  eleven  shillings  and  fourpcnce,  Allason  1  lsca- 
torials  from  their  donation  boxes ;  and  ten  sbylings 
collected  at  the  return  visit  of  the  Allason  United 
Brothers.— Tiie  Late  Rye  House  Competition.— The 
committee  met  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship-square, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  February  4th  They  regret  to 
find  that  several  societies  had  neglected  to  send  in  tnc 
return  for  tickets  sold,  as  many  of  tha  tickets  were  used 
bv  members  in  the  competition  on  March  23rd.  1  trust 

this  reminder  will  have  the  desired  effect.  The  annual 
competition  for  1891,  will  be  arranged  to  take  place  m  tnc 
autumn.— R.  Ghurney,  sec.  f  -o). 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vcrc-stieet, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.-On  February  15  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  fished  in  thc  Clcrkenwell  Competition  at.  Windsor, 
when  Mr.  J.  Pailes,  took  the  fifth  prize  \V  e  also  had  the 
following  members  weigh m  -.—Messrs.  J.  Winston,  J.  T air- 
burn,  H.  Wilson,  H.  Hastead,  R.  Scott,  and  J.  Reed,  with  a 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  luesday,  Mr.  Pailes 
weighed  in  roach  and  dace  from  thc  1  hames.  J.  1  ail  -  , 

^Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Sta"  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — Only  two  members 
weighed  in  on  the  15th  inst,  viz:  -Mr  Robinson,  Junr.  mth 
■jack  and  Mr.  Foster  with  roach.  I  trust  members  will 
show  up  and  make  themselves  eligible  on  the  books  as  our 
snnner  will  shortly  take  place. — "W  .  rl.  Foi  , 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— Our  next  outing  will  take 
nlace  at  Woking  on  the  8tli  of  March,  peg-down,  all  to 
start  by  the  same  train  from  Clapham  Junction.  .  evera 
of  ours  were  out  on  the  15th  inst.  Mr  Cooper  had  a  very 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  Richmond.  J.  Rich, 

SeAmicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun 

Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  the  loth  instant  our 

members  were  out  in  good  force  to  flsh /0«  .hGwn1-f  t ho  ref 
at  Bourne  End,  and  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  yv  as  the :  re¬ 
sult.  Messrs.  Lattimore,  first,  with  a  very  nice  jack  ,  Hake, 
second  with  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace ;  Lambartb, 
jun.,  third,  with  some  good  roach  ;  Embleton,  sen.  fourth, 
with  some  good  roach,  also  winning  a  consolation  prize  , 

G.  Merry,  fifth,  with  some  good  roach,  also  winning  a  con¬ 
solation  prize  ;  and  W.  Embleton,  jun.,  Munday,  C.  Irwin, 
and  J.  Nunn  also  had  some  nice  roach,  and  Mr.  Robinson 

was  unanimously  elected  a  working  member  of  this  societ  j. 

_ Anchor  *  and'  *  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 

Old  Kent-road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  night.  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  J.  Jones  had 
on  show  a  jack  caught  at  Maidenhead,  which  has  been 
placed  hi  his  hands  for  preserving  (weight  171b.)  Our  trays 
were  well  filled  on  the  15th  inst.,  by  Messrs.  Shakel, 

31b  lHoz.;  Watkins,  lib.  134oz.;  Bowling,  lib.  13oz.;  Mallett, 
Jones,  Simpkins.  F.  Davis,  and  Scott,  also  had  some  nice 

11  Anglers  Pride  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City 
Arms  Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  only  two  returned  in 
time  to  wei°'h  in,  namely,  Mir.  Scutt,  roach,  and  Mi.  Met¬ 
calf  roach  "and  dace.  I  hope  the  South  London  anglers 
will  not  forget  our  visit  on  Friday  evening,  February  2/, 
when  1  am  sure  they  will  be  made  heartily  welcome.  The 
members  unanimously  voted  10s.  Od.  to  the  Conn  1  ecti- 
monial  Fund  as  a  small  donation  towards  such  a  deserving 
cause  The  committee  have  made  some  useful  alterations 
the  rules  which  were  passed  by  the  members  present. 
Members  by  coming  up  to  the  club  will  be  notified  of 

'  SaBattersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel. 
Queen Vroad,  Battersea,  S.W.-The  members  of  this  club 
fished  a  pegged  down  match  on  the  loth  lnsL,  for  prizes 
value  five  guineas,  with  the  following  result:— Mr.  C. 
sfarsmere  first;  Mr.  W.  Himes,  second:  Mr.  W.  Wallis, 
thfrd^and  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins,  fourth.  One  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  Mr.  E.  Pearce,  fishing  with  Mr.  W.  Moss,  of  Caver- 
sham  Bridge,  near  Reading,  was  successful  m  capturing  a 
pike  weighing  161b„  in  good  condition  which  has  been  sent 
tr»  hp  nreserved  for  our  club-room.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr. 
Wb  J  Hopkins  will  read  a  paper  on  roach  fishing  in  the 
Thames.  Mr.  W.  Burkett  in  the  chair.  Anglers  invited. 
Mr  C.  Wastell  weighed  in  on  the  loth  inst.  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  Mr.  R.  Wellman  a  chub,  21b.  4oz.  A  committee 
meeting  on  Monday  next  to  settle  final  outing.  Nine 

^  Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head 
Grange-road.- Only  two  members  weighed  in  on  the  loth 
n st  Tames  Smith  and  H.  Patman,  some  good  roach.  The 

members  will  fish  a  competition  on  March  1  for  the  last 

series  of  monthly  prizes.  Place  and  conditions  to  bo 
decided  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  the  27th.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street.-The  reading  on  the  ^.Mq 

Denledee  was  highly  appreciated.  On  MatcJi  1  Mr.  A.  u. 
Cox  (“  Old  izaak”)  will  hold  forth  on  Datchet  and  its 
Surroundings.”  W.  H.  Beckett,  Esq.,  vice-president  of  the 
Anglers’  Association,  will  take  the  chair.  All  are  welcome. 
Mix  Wheelhouse  weighed  in  jack  and  roach  ,  Mi .  Hackei, 
chub  •  Mr.  Fred  Baker,  some  very  nice  loach.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday  18th  inst.,  Mr.  Potter’s  17\lb.  jack,  taken  spinning 
with  natural  bait  at  Maidenhead,  made  our  eyes  open  and 
our  mouths  water,  and  our  fingers  itch,  and  it  is  ir ^  the 
hands  of  our  hon.  member  (Mr.  Jones)  to  set  up.  G.  H. 

"Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern 
nqf(,  street  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — On  the  loth  inst.  we  had 
another  grand  show  of  contributed  by  Mr.  Rich,  with  jack 
onri  roach  the  largest  jack,  41b.  Roz.  j  Mi#  Payne  weighed 
iniack  71b  Uoz.  Messrs.  Sheldrake  and  Fail-head  gives 
10s  each  for  a  peg-down  at  Ware,  on  March  la,  Engine 

‘  Bostonian  AngUng  Society.  -  The  lowing  mem- 

roaehl?'^erM'rd,e<41b.^r,oach  f^IaJselCS21h^r*oaoh^West) 

roach.  Our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday  next  at 
the  above  address.  All  clubs  not  receiving  a  postca 

please  accept  this  as  an  invitation.— J.  H.  ,  Beau- 

1  Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  lavern,  iseau 
chamn-plaee,  S.W.— Last  night  thc  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  in  connection  with  the  annual  supper  match  took 
nlace  at  the  club  room.  A  very  liberal  supper  was  supplied 
by  our  landlord,  Mr.  Fincham,  after  which  wo  were 
entertained  by  some  very  good  songs  by  ttie 
members  and  friends :  Messis.  I  ugh.  Harris,  i  ecu, 
Wright,  Chilton,  junr.,  Ernest  Brown,  Marshall,  Bromloy, 


Robson,  Kelsey,  also  some  friends  kindly  gave  us  some 
selections  on  thc  hand  hells.  In  my  report  of  this  competi¬ 
tion  last  week,  I  omitted  to  mention  that  Mr.  J.  Hall  won 
the  first  prize  of  those  given  for  the  honorary  members. 
On  the  loth  inst.  only  ono  of  our  members  (Mr.  Cecil) 
weighed  in  fish,  he  had  a  few  roach  and  a  nice  conditioned 
jack  of  51b.  3oz.,  the  jack  was  taken  on  a  Jardinc  snap  ana 
appeared  to  be  blind  in  both  eyes.— H.  Roacii,  sec. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkley  Castle, 
Rahare-strcet,  Gos well-road. —Some  of  the  members  of  the 
above  club  fished  for  the  daily  prize  on  the  loth  inst.  with 
the  following  result.  Mr.  Granfleld  winning  the  prize  with 
chub  and  roach,  olb.  lloz.  ;  ono  chub,  21b.  Uoz. ;  Mr. 
Jame,  51b.  loz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Junston,  11b.  !Uoz.,  roach 


.lame,  oio.  ioz.  ui  iwwu.  I  Lc-m  Vf 

and  dace.  Mr.  Harris  had  a  very  nice  perch,  lib.  9,oz. ,  Mr. 
Kield,  roach,  21b.  74oz.  ;  bass-roach,  21b.  5Joz. ;  and  Mr. 
Maynard,  jack.  On  the  22ud  inst.  we  fish  at  Henley  for 
twelve  prizes. — II v.  Jame,  sec.  ,  „ 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.  —  On 
February  8  several  of  our  members  were  out  for  prizes, 
and  thc  trays  were  well  filled.  There  were  six  prizes  to  be 
fished  for,  and  all  were  taken  as  follows :  Mr.  D.  Flint, 
with  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  first ;  Mix  J.  A ood  came 
second  with  chub  and  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Green,  third,  with 
roach  ;  Mr.  Binnings,  fourth,  with  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Fleming, 
fifth,  with  roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Petlier,  sixth,  .with  roach  and 
dace.  Also  Mr.  Washington  weighed  in  jack  and  perch, 
and  Mr.  B.  Smith  weighed  in  roach.— J.  Pether,  sec. . 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King  s 
Cross.— Our  members  were  again  successful  on  the  loth 
inst.,  and  the  following  weighed  in  principally  from  the 
Thames,  Messrs.  Brierly,  Biggs,  jun.,  Ashton,  Sturman, 
Richards,  Roberts,  W.  Hill,  with  roach,  dace,  jack,  and 
gudgeon.  Members  arc  requested  not  to  forgetthe  special 
meeting  on  the  25th. — C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec.  r  n 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  the  15th  inst.  our  trays  were 
well  filled.  Mr.  Boxall,  eight  good  jack ;  Mr  King,  roach; 

Mr.  Sharp,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  \\  .  White,  dace,  Mi. 

C.  Chapman,  dace. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn. --Members  can  fish  postponed  outing,  go  where  you 
please ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  can  make  themselves 
legible  by  paying  up  to  quarter  night.— Fa.  YV .  W  ood, 
lion  secretary. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Several  of  our  members 
were  out  fishing  at  Chelmsford,  on  the  loth  inst.,  tor  prizes 
presented  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  YV .  H.  Curtis.  Our  takes 
wore  not  very  large,  but  all  the  prizes  were  taken,  the 
following  members  being  successful:  Mr.  O.  Jones,  first, 

21b.  15  ' oz.  roach  and  dace ;  P.  Heester,  second,  xlb.  loz. 
roach;  C.  Marney,  third,  lib.  4oz.  roach;  J.  Riley, 
fourth,  lib.  3',oz.  roach  and  dace.  I  wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  we  have  some  very  important  business  to 
transact  next  meeting  night.— O.  J  ones,  sec.  , 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  on  the  above 
list  will  be  to  the  Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Queen’s  Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.  Anglers  and  friends  are  invited  to 
be  present  in  large  numbers  to  support  this  well-earned 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Since  my  last 
the  following  fish  have  been  weighed  in  :— On  the  11th  inst., 

Mr.  Edwardes,  141b.  roach  and  chub,  largest  roach  Rib.; 
14th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Bowater,  lib.  3oz.  dace  ;  loth  mst.,  Mr. 
Robinson,  1241b.  roach  and  chub;  Tnngham.  sen.,  4alb. 
roach,  largest  roach  lib.  3oz.  ;  Turner,  roach,  lib.  Uoz. ; 
Moore,  lloz.  On  the  22nd  inst.  we  fish  a  match  for  three 
prizes  from  Datchet  Bridge  to  the  Bells  of  Ousely,  towpath 
only.  All  to  go  and  return  together.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Clerhenwell  and  District  United.— The  competition 
in  connection  with  the  above,  came  off  at  Windsor  on  the 
15th,  in  beautiful  spring-like  weather,  the  water  being 
down  to  summer  level,  with  very  little  colour.  lhe 
following  were  the  winners  in  the  order  named  t— Mr.  U. 
Glover,  Crown  and  Buckland.  21b.  8Aoz.,  tl ;  G.  YV  atling, 
Groat  Northern,  21b.  5oz„  15s. ;  F.  Watling  ditto  lib.  llioz., 
10s. ;  J.  A.  Fitch,  ditto,  lib.  7Joz.  8s. ;  J.  Pailes,  Alma, 
lib.  5ioz„  7s.  ;  H.  Watling,  Great  Northern,  lib.  3oz.,  b_s. ; 
Porter,  Lincoln,  13oz.,  5s.  ;  R.  Meall,  Eustonians,  l'-jOz.  os., 
and  More,  Lincoln,  12joz.,  4s.  Mr.  C.  Watling  gave  us  a 
specimen  of  his  ability  as  a  diver,  but  it  was  very  lunch 
against  his  will.  A  return  visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the 
Burton  Piscatorials  on  Wednesday  evening  the  Uth.  Mr. 
Field  in  the  chair  faced  by  Mr.  Brierly  ;  the  following  nine 
societies  being  represented,  viz— Great  Northern  Brothers, 
Lincoln,  City  of  London  Independent  Brothers,  Seymour 
Brothers,  Eustonians,  Alma,  Burton  Piscatorials,  and 
Golden  Barbel.  The  next  visitwill  be  to  the  Great  Northern 
Brothers  held  at  the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street, 
Pentonville. — F.  Castell,  sec.  •  ,  _  ,  A 

Cohden  Angling  Society,  Cohden  Club,  Kensal-road 
YV.— We  had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  on  the  loth  inst. 
Mr.  H.  Underwood  being  to  the  rront,  with  Ulb.  of  lack, 
six  fish ;  Messrs.  E.  Baxter  and  E.  George,  with  l-_2lb. 
dace;  J.  Reddle,  chub  21b.;  F.  Hannabus,  chub  ;  and  E. 
Baker  chub  1  beg  to  inform  members  that  the  next  match 
will  take  place  6n  the  22nd  in  it.,  at  Taplow,  between 
Boulter’s  Loch  and  Chain  Ferry,  for  twelve  club  prizes. 
Conditions— all  fish  to  weigh  bn  ■  cels,  two  rods  roving,  to 
catch  own  live  bait,  leave  Wcsthourne-park  8.2o  a.m„  and 
register  names  at  Dumb  I L 11  Hotel,  and  register 
fish  not  later  than  seven  p.m.,  at  the  same  place, 
and  return  by  the  twelve  minutes  past  eight  p.m.  tram 
from  Taplow,  and  on  arrival  Proceed  direct  to  the  club 
house  to  weigh  in,  or  he  disqu  .lifted;  members  going  hj 
later  trains,  to  report  themselves  to  the  nearest  member. 

J  Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel.  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.-Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson  had  a  good 
show  of  pike  at  the  club-house,  the  largest  of  which  has 
been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  tor  preservation,  it  being  a 

A,™.,.  Brown- 

low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  loth  inst.,  several  of  my  menu 
burs  were  out.  The  only  gentlemen  who  showed  any  fish 
were  Messrs.  C.  Richardson,  cluib,  roach,  and  dace, 
Freeman  dace-  Legge,  perch;  YV.  Richardson,  perch; 
Redwood  roach.  On  the  22nd  inst.  the  remaining  prizes 
left  over  from  the  8th  inst.  will  be  fished  ott  at  Cheshunt ; 
members  to  go  down  by  the  9.19  from  Hackney  Downs. -S. 

MEarlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  Hom^,  Earjs- 
field  S  YYr  —I  wish  to  remind  all  members  of  the  special 
general  meeting  to  he  held  on  Wednesday  next  Peb.  2oth 
when  their  attendance  is  urgently  requested.-R.  YV  .Bird, 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Lcdbury-road 
Notting-hill.— Members  arc  reminded  that  our  last  com  pc  _ 
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tition  this  season  takes  place  on  the  22nd  and  23rd  inst. 
respectively.  Two  rods  allowed.  All  fish  to  weigh  from 
any  public  waters.  To  weigh  in  not  later  than  10.30  p.m. 
each  evening-.— F.  W.  Tiller,  sec. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.— The  mem- 
„  tb?  abo.Ye  will  d?b  a  Pegged-down  match  at  Staines, 
on  Thursday,  the  -6th  inst.,  for  three  prizes;  to  meet  at 
the  Wheatsheaf  and  Pigeon,  near  Staines  Station,  at 
twelve  o  clock.  As  this  is  the  first  match,  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster.—  L.  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Globe  AngDng^ Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
'\.e  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  15th  inst.,  nearly 

N m ce>  •iack>  amongst  them  a  nice  jack 

1^oz"  ^a-kcn  by  Mr.  Wells,  other  members 
weighed  in.  Messrs.  Ellis,  Slade,  Baildham,  Riggs,  and 
other  members  were  out,  but  not  successful.  I  beg  to  in¬ 
form  members  that  Monday  week,  March  2,  is  the  last 
quarter  night  of  the  financial  year,  when  I  hope  all  members 
will  show  up  m  good  force,  as  the  books  should  be  cleared 
tor  the  ensuing  season,  and  a  lot  of  important  business  has 
to  be  done.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.-The  weekly  meeting  of 
this  society  was  well  attended  as  usual,  with  Dr.  Brunton 
in  the  chair  One  new  member  was  elected,  and  another 
proposed,  Mr.  Allen  reported  having  caught  a  pike  of  911b. 
in  the  Thames ;  Mr.  Bartlett  showed  a  roach  of  lib.  3oz. 
fi  0111  Kelveden ;  and  Mr.  Parker  a  roach  of  12oz.;  these  were 
handsome  fish  in  splendid  condition.  The  show  of  the 
evening  was  front  Messrs.  Norman  and  Fosbrooke,  who 
nad  been  fishing  in  private  water,  the  former  weighed  in 
V£r,p  a?d  the  latter  seven,  the  largest  weighing 
/jib.  .Dr.  Brunton  presented  the  silver  cup  which  he  had 
promised  the  previous  week.  It  is  a  very  elegant  and 
f  hluable  goblet,  and  is  intended  to  be  held  by  the  winner 
Tw°V°Jear-  ,.be  Prizes  in  the  roach  fishing  competition 
at  ivelvedon  not  having  been  taken,  it  was  resolved  that 
they  should  remain  open  till  the  31st  March,  to  be  fished  for 
on  any  I  uesday  till  then,  each  member  fishing  to  inform 
r, n?^rCLCt<^'y  V,  the  rc.sidt.  On  the  21th  there  will  be  a 
Pf'P®1  .^7  T.  R.  Sachs,  Esq.,  entitled,  “  Some  recollections 

or  an  oici  angler. 

Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— On  the  15th  inst.. 
the  following  hiembers  weighed  in  roach  from  the  Thames 

m  Ib’  ;  9;  Lar^e>  7Ib-  13oz. ;  c.  Watling, 

_lb.  4oz. .  F.  VFatling,  lib.  Uoz. ;  J.  A.  Fitch,  Ub.  7oz,  ;  H. 

3oz-  Messrs.  Parkin  and  Proehl  also  had 
??.a?b.- nlght  “embers  competed  in  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  Competition,  at  Windsor,  on  the  15th,  with  the 
following  result  :—C.  Watling,  jun.;  (2)  F  Watliiw  •  (31 

sAnw J  w  hn(1)  ,and  H’ WatUng  (6.)  We  have  had  a  fe w  nice 
shows  of  roach  on  week  days.  On  the  12th  inst.,  Messrs. 
Parkin  and  Horn  about  161b.,  and  on  the  18th,  W.  Parkin 
101b.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec.  ’ 

,|.,fIawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Association  — 
w&annyal  meet.mg  of  the  above  association  was  held  on 
AN  ednesday  evening  last,  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Hawes.  The 
secretary  notified  a  substantial  balance  of  £28  5s.  6d.  in 
favour  of  the  association.  It  was  decided  to  ask  the 
Association  to  reciprocate  with  respect  to  day 

m-embe.rs  of  this  association.  It  was  also  decided 
to  pile  the  river  in  places  needing  it  during  the  ensuing 
?al3? uler’  andt°Put  in  good  order  the  footbridges  belonging 
t?  tbo  association.  The  officers  were  re-appointed,  and 
Hi.  Clime  made  an  additional  vice,  president.  Cant.  Frver 

ftfr,8?.1?101' ' lc?  Presided,  and  a  pleasant  and  amicable  even- 
mg  was  spent. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  15th  inst 
our  members  who  weighed  in  were  Mr.  W,  Fish  with  a 

§«°dsb°w  of  ^e  jack  ;  Mr.  Blaham,  jun.,  roach  ;  ’and  Mr! 
baaltield,  roach.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society.-A  fine 
hiv6’  ra^na  by  Walfcer  Garratt,  one  of  the  lion,  mem- 

Friday  lnif  was  exhibited  in  the  club-room  on 

P,sh’  7Yhlch  was  ln  «plendid  condition, 
v  eighed  23d b.,  its  length  was  3ft.  3in„  and  it  measured 

and’envied' hV  iifftel’  9eing  duly  admil'ed  by  the  members, 
and  envied  by  those  who  go  m  for  prize  fishing,  hon.  mem- 

bers  not  being  eligible  to  compete  for  prizes,  it  was  des¬ 
patched  to  London  for  preservation,  and  will  doubtless 
adorn  the  walls  ol  the  club-room  at  many  of  their  convivial 
gatherings.  The  society  has  arranged  to  turn  down  a 
quantity  of  trout  fry  again  this  season,  those  turned  down 
™tleanfhf1flg  n,ade  satisfactory  progress,  and  in  the 
comse  of  a  few  years,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  the 
m  the  societys  waters  will  be  the  best  in  the 
F ?'  eF  9ea>  as  every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  preserve 
the  fish,  and  prevent  illegal  angling  and  to  stop  the  poach¬ 
ing  fraternity  in  their  nefarious  efforts.  p 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  mem- 
beis  fished  the  Rye  Rouse  waters  on  the  15th  inst  for 
fl™iialTP^ rizes,  four  only  being  won  by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Wood 
first  ,  J.  Huntley,  second ;  H.  Da  Costa,  third  ;  E.  Harris’ 
fourth ;  all  with  perch.  J .  Haycox  weighed  in  roach  and 
dace  ;  J.  Row  weighed  in  201b.  of  jack.-R.  GnuBNEvsec 
Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  gieens 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  the  15th 
instant  we  had  another  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Alf  Morgan 
being  top  weight  with  a  trayful  of  roach.  The  following 
also  weighed  in  :-Messrs.  E.  Morris,  A.  Pope,  with  roach 
p  •  lafllnuand  £■  Morri's’  roach  and  dace:  On  Feb.  22  we 
start  fishing  oft  our  prizes  for  the  season,  including  thirty 
ta,ken  ?Som  the  funds.  We  shall  take  our  visit  on 
the  Central  on  I  uesday  next,  24th  instant,  and  all  friends 
not  receiving  a  notice  must  please  accept  this  invitation 
I  may  mention  that  the  place  for  the  match  has  hnen 
altered  from  Taplow  to  Chertsey  Lock  to  Laleham  Ferry 
Towpath  only,  and  all  to  start  by  the  first  train.  Mr 
Harvey  may  join  the  train  at  Clapham  Junction  Usuai 
conditions.  As  these  prizes  consist  of  a  valuable  lot  I  hone 
all  members  will  compete.— Snap.  ’  P 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced  last 
week  jfi?  members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes 
on  22nd  inst  at  Hatfield  Peveral.  Also for  three Special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  25th  inst.,  competitors  may  choose 
their  own  fishing  waters  for  the  Wednesday  prizes 

ffitehftistH’Layt°n  and  A'  Furlon®  weighed  in  roach  on 

Kelso  Angling  Association.-The  annual  general 
WntIlUg  °n.,fbls  association  was  held  in  the  White  Swan 
Hotei  on  Thursday  evening  last,  when  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Steel 
Mr.  John  Smith,  ot  the  Mail,  was  called  to  the  chair.  The 

Mine1  /n  lnUfGfi  bavin«  been  read  and  approved,  Mr.  N  I 
ii  nm-  Onnf  iih0  secretaries)  submitted  a  statement  of  the 
himnces  of  the  association,  which  showed  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  society  of  £18  9s.  9d.  The  election  of  office¬ 
bearers  was  next  proceeded  with.  The  question  of  a  close- 
time^  for  trout  was  introduced  by  the  chairman  and  an 
interesting  discussion  followed,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
members  expressed  an  unanimous  opinion  that  a 
statutory  close-time  would  do  more  than  anything  else  to 


restore  and  maintain  the  supply  of  fish  in  the  river;  and 
that,  though  the  members  adhered  to  their  self-imposed 
restrictions  in  this  respect,  the  legal  enactment  of  a  close¬ 
time  all  over  the  country  would  be  the  most  effectual 
means  of  preserving  boht  salmon  and  trout.  As  a  result  of 
the  discussion,  the  following  resolution  was,  on  the  motion 
.  ,F\  w-  Lamb,  unanimously  adopted  ‘  That  there 

should  be  an  annual  close-time  (fixed  by  statute)  for  trout 
extending  from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  14th  of  February 
both  days  inclusive,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the  member  for  the 
county;  with  the  respectful  request  that  such  enactment 
should  be  included  in  any  forthcoming  fishery  bill.'  The 
usual  competitions  for  the  coming  season  were  then 
arranged.  A  proposal  that  the  minimum  length  of  trout 
allowed  to  be  weighed  in  at  competitions  should  be  raised 
from  six  to  seven  inches  was  made  by  Mr.  Lamb,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Thomson.  An  amendment  that  the  limit 
be  six  inches  as  formerly  was  moved  by  Mr.  Torrie 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Currie;  and  after  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two.  A  num- 
bc,r  °f  new  members  were  admitted  including  Sii| Richard 
W aldie-Griffith  of  Hendersyde  Park  (who  will  be  one  of 
the  presidents.)  At  the  conclusion  of  the  business,  the 
usual  social  meeting  was  held,  Mr.  Smith  being  chair- 
man,  and  Mr.  Torrie,  croupier. 

,honafdyu„M^e,^ak?  Angling  Association,  Wheat- 
sheaf  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road. — Members  are  requested  to 
note  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Bennett  has  resigned  his  office  as 
secretary  as  well  as  his  membership  of  the  association, 
and  that  the  committee  have  unanimously  elected  Mr. 
fharles  Ben  we  lias  secretary.  All  communications  should 
be  addressed  to  the  secretary  as  usual  at  the  club  house 
i  e(  h?TF?.  Pleasui-e  in  announcing  that  last  Friday  wo 
elected  thirty  new  members,  bringing  up  our  total  to  one 

{!!1Jldr«d1and  !?•  A"'0  .of  the  new  members  gave  battle 
to  the  fish  on  the  following  day,  the  scene  of  action  being 
at  Richmond,  when,  with  Job  Brain,  sen.,  as  fisherman, 
they  succeeded  in  securing  a  handsome  show  of  roach  and 
t  e- W,cial  crcdlt  is  due  to  one  of  the  anglers,  Mr. 
Joseph  Hollyman,  jun.,  he  being  only  a  boy  of  fourteen 

htff  i lifer  SeThn<f  bids  fair  tolbe  a£  exPert  an  angler  as 
his  father.  The  following  members  have  also  staggered  to 

the  club  house  with  their  loads,  viz. :  Messrs.  T.  B.  Collins 

s°enn  Pi3ih°frf01b'  ?0Z“  and  (J!,b'.,8oz'  of  chub !  J-  Hollyman! 

7 n? '  ’ b'  w  z  V. 0 10?' Y  1  and  dace  <  R.  Jones,  one  pike  of 
/lb.  2oz. ;  W.  C.  Parkhurst,  one  pike  of  71b.  lOloz.,  and 
three  others,  weighing  together  121b.  2oz„  and  141b.  8oz  of 
chub  and  two  nice  perch  ;  F.  Newcombe,  pike,  41b.  64oz. ; 
T.  Salter,  ditto,  21b.13.jOZ.  ;  F.  C.  Turner,  roach  and  dace, 
7°z' ;  and  another  member,  51b.  15oz.  of  bream,  and 
1-  lb.  Coz.  of  roach  and  dace.  Several  other  members  have 
been  out,  but  considered  their  takes  too  small  to  weigh 
iii'h  La/eFvT  vIr'  Wa  C‘  I’arkhurst  is  again  before  us  with 
Hook  hub’  and  a  niCe  roach  o£  llb-  3]oz.— Crystal 

AngUng  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester  street,  Pentonville.— On  the  15th  inst.  several  mem- 
bers  were  out  Mr.  Johnson  winning  Mr.  Murray's  prize 
with  a  nice  show  of  dace  ;  Messrs.  Belton,  White  and 
AV  ebster  having  roach  and  dace.  Five  members  of  the 
ab°\e.  competed  in  the  C.  D.  Y.  L.  match,  Messrs.  Porter 
and  More  both  getting  a  prize.  All  members  fishing  in  the 
(at  ,Maidenhead  on  the  22nd  to  start  by  the  nine 
W  viuang^scc11  tb°  nlornln»-  and  return  by  the  8.15.— AY. 


IT  OOP, 

Liverpooi  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool, 
rj  he  hundred  two-year-old  Loch  Leven  trout  from  Howie- 
tow  n  duly  arrived  last  week  and  were  safely  placed  in  our 
A';atSrJ-  ;lhey  wcre  a  flne  healthy  And  well  grown 

thpm  dTh^Ddl?  D°t  »fpi)kal'  t?  bc  a  sickly  one  amongst 
them.  There  advent  had  been  delayed  owing  to  the  Scotch 
railway  strike.  Ourlast  week's  meeting  was  again  a  very 
good  one,  but  regret  was  felt  at  friend  Purvis  of  ss.  “Ionic  ” 
,t,!“'rit1-ng  u5v,  was  resolved  that  the  secretary  attend 

and  ?fHlMN°«tKhcT  AnffleFs'  Association  at  Man- 
chestei,  and  that  Mr.  Shrubsole  be  invited  to  be  present  at 
our  meeting  on  the  19th  inst.  The  trout  fishing  to  open  on 
March  1,  limit  9in.  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail.— rAvoolkall 
secretary. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Annie  Carlisle 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.— On  the  15th  inst.,  our  members 
were  at  various  stations  on  the  Thames,  when  we  had 
some  good  shows  of  roach  and  chub  by  Messrs.  Milburn 
A.  Clark  and  W.  Fisher.— W.  F.  Pearce  ’ 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms  King 
Henry s  Walk,  Balls  Pond-road,  N.— Our  usual  weekly 

^fii1  v?  °n  Tu  aSday’  I,yer’  president,  in  the  chaiw 

usual  business  disposed  of,  and  notice  given  for  the  revi¬ 
sion  of  rules  on  I  uesday  next,  before  reprinting  new  books 
wof^KS'i  9llver-  Jcrnny,  and  Garrett  during  the  week 
lIf|g  K  dqmK  roa?b:  dRce,  chub,  and  perch.  On  Thursday 
lasf’  F:  S.  Fountaine,  Esq.,  president  of  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Angling  Society,  read  a  paper  before  our  members 
and  friends,  on  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  Fishing,”  which 
was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  a  discussion  took 
place  afterwards.  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  of  the  Fisliina 
Gazette,  occupied  the  chair  during  the  evening  and  nil 
went  oft  well  pleased  with  the  time  spent.— J.  Combkr  scc 

s™?h!™mibethK  A,ng9ing  Society,  the  Wellington,  ll! 
South-street,  Lambeth. — Several  of  our  members  went 
out,  with  the  following  result  :-Mr.  E.  G  Roe  wilh  I 
nice  show  of  jack  and  dace;  Mr.  Rowles  with  dace  and 
Mr  Briscoe,  dace ;  one  of  which  weighed  91,oz„  all  of  which 
go  towards  the  gross  weight  prizes.— F.  AY  AValiis 
hon.  sec. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southamninn 
Haverstock  Hill.— On  the  15th  inst.,  Messrs.  Hart,  roach ’• 
daced’  1ack;  Holmes>  Jack;  Underwood,  roach  ;  Ragourt,’ 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia 
Bevenden-street,  East-road,  Hoxton. — Several  of  our  mem- 
bers  were  out  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  only  met  with  in¬ 
different  success.  Messrs.  Forster,  Neville  and  Harrison 

SBlte.7aXirc”™iH°re'  bOW<!Ver'  WelBh“'  '”0rc 

ssssr 

Andrew,  F.  Dove  and  C.  Dove,  weighed  in  several  nice 

La<„k  tai\v'r°iacb'  9'-  Ybe  22nd  tbrec  Prizes  will  be  angled 
for  at  AVindsor.— W.  Elbourn,  sec.  6 

Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract  Ga«iic 
^P^Htrcet,  Edgware-road,  W.-The  usualw!eklymeffi- 
mg  of  the  above  society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  Feb  18 

fast  nwpHnbe  1Mmu'erSihaVfi  l?c-en  out  since  lhe  date  of  the 
last  meeting.  Mr  Taylor,  fishing  at  Richmond,  on  Feb. 

I  lew  HnvW, a  f  ood‘slzed  JaV,k  \  Ml'.  Goldsmith,  fishing  at 
lleittord,  on  the  same  day,  had  a  nice  take  of  dace  and  a 

Stamc^  n10!  Mr'  ,Ju0n]Un’  on  F J;!3'  18,  bad  some  fine  sport  at 
Staines,  and  weighed  in  a  goodly  catch  of  roach.  Members 

in  arrears  are  requested  to  forward  their  subscriptions  as 
early  as  possible,  and  the  committee  will  [be  glad  to  see  | 


further  attendance  at  the  weekly  meetings. — A.  Suthei 
LAND,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lissoi 
grove.—  Our  trays  were  well  stocked  with  jack,  roach,  an 
dace  on  loth  inst,  1  he  following  members  showing  to  be/ 
advantage:— Mr.  Porter,  roach,  81b.  6oz.;  Davis,  dace,  811 
8oz.;  Robins,  roach,  71b.  7oz.;  Twomey,  dace,  largest,  7ioz 

Harris,  jack  and  Scott,  jack.— W.  B. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  Nei 
Kent-road.-I  beg  to  remind  members  that  the  firs 
AVednesday  in  March  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  a; 
will  be  present  to  decide  several  important  matters.  Th 
following  had  good  shows  of  fish  on  the  15th  inst. : — J 
19ib'  2oF roach;  J.  Wigley,  121b.  8oz. ;  H.  Mitchell 
roach*1— E^yne  P' Line’  cbub  and  roach  ;  W.  Tidmarsh 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Totter 

ham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— On  the  15th  inst.  w 
had  a  repitition  of  our  previous  successes  in  the  show  o 
fish  on  our  trays,  by  Messrs.  Hewitt,  Guynon,  Webber 

™RP?vSihTr?tteK  Hyde>  ,and  myself.  In  number  ant 
quality  the  roach  were  the  finest  we  have  seen  on  ou 
trays  tor  months  past.  I  hope  members  will  show  on  nexi 
ay’  Flbf,2°’ that  ^ing  quarterly  night,  and  cleai 
C  G1  oxr LAN*1*  bkewise  arrange  for  our  next  outing,— F 

^Kpya1  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Romar 
road,  North  Bow.— I  have  much  pleasure  to  record  a  veri 
nice  show  of  good  class  roach,  although  only  four  of  oui 
members  weighed  in  on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  Day,  first  with 
41b.  6oz..  Mr.  E  Sallow,  Mr.  Barclay,  and  Mr.  Stanley 
showed  some  splendid-conditioned  fish.  Mr.  Day  on 
,,?e8jay  a]S0T  showed  eight  beautiful  roach,  weight 
lib.  9joz.— J.  Jones,  sec.  8  ’ 

,8e„c®nd  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 

Albert  Embankment.— Several  members  were  out  on  the 

wm  rt’,SU  1  w  tJaysJwere  empty.  A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next,  when  I  hope  all  menu 

k™S  i  be  Present,  as  business  of  importance  will  be 
brought  forward.— J.  AYright.  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angliner  Societv  32  Chaitnn 
street,  Euston-road  -On  the  15th  insL  oifiy  tLee  of  our' 
members  fished  in  the  competition  at  Windsor,  but  did  not 
wm  a  prize.  A  few  members  fished  other  waters  with  the 
following  result :  Messrs.  AY.  North,  roach ;  J.  Petrie 
roach,  dace,  and  chub ;  E,  AYright,  chub ;  and  J.  Barnes’ 
chub,  roach,  and  perch.  On  Tuesday  we  hada  good  muster 
pt  members,  when  it  was  arranged  to  fish  for  the  folio w- 
\ng tP1AZeSi at  Ran?bourne>  on  February  22 :  Little  Indepen- 
denC  Anghng  taoaety,  £1;  H.  Patman,  10s.  6d.  ;  J.  Royall 
10b.  bd. ,  Alma  Angling  feociety  and  Mr.  Lovibond  10^  • 
Mr.  Bnttin  and  Mr  AViggs,  10s. ;  Mr.  McNally,  a  handsome 

bers  to°^>°by  tti^nffief’o ’clock*  trafn^fTOm^ I^ddingto^and 

usismas  sr  & 

Jr°<Ut  AnSlinf  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 

Maiciendane,  Covent-garden.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Jacobs 
had  a  Jack  just  over  61b. ;  Mr.  Smales,  a  few  roach;  Mr. 
Lipop  had  a  jack  from  the  Upper  Thames  over  101b.,  but 
9jd  weigh  in.  Our  next  outing  will  take  Dlace  at 
Moulsford  on  March  1.  Members  will  go  down  on  Satur- 

hfg  — Pelicai?  n0t  able  t0  g°  tben  Can  30111  thc  next  morn- 
bocial  Brothers  Angling  Club,  Prince  Revent  Ttni- 
wich-road, — This  club  has  been  very  quiet  for  some  time 
on  account  of  rehnildimr  0  llme> 


on  account  of  rebuilding'  new  premises,  and^  we°hlvenoi 

th  a  i\i,b  °  t0  hi°ld  our,usual  meetings,  but  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  the  members  woke  up  a  bit  on  the  15th,  whin  we  had 
a  rpvmg  mateh  Mr.  R.  Irons  taking  first  prize  with Tieariy 
lJlb.  of  dace  ,  Dr.  Smith  second,  with  81b.  2oz.  of  jack  •  Mr 
Ridge\veH  and  Mr.  Goubot  taking  third  and  fourth ’with 
dacY-  Otirncwclub-ropm  will  shortly  be  finished,  and  will 
be  one  of  the  best  within  the  suburbs  of  London,  therefore 

denrPeMreTn  MlbpVV)11  ralla  round  and  support  our  presi- 
dent,  Mr.  J.  M.  Palmer,  and  our  treasurer  and  host  Mr 
Re\  ill,  who  has  done  the  best  he  could  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  to  make  us  comfortable.— J.  Goubot  hon  sec 
„„^u-htI,0nfi0a  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— The 
hnm  IfVu  oa.the  ab°ve,  list  will  be  to  the  Angler’s  Pride 
held  at  the  City  Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  on  Friday  the 

hon’  slc°n  1  b°Pe  they  Wil1  receive  a  bumper. -A  conn! 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve 
Hoxton-street  N.-Onthe  15th  inst.  Mr  Sam  Arrow  hid 

Bh  7iL  nThSbuW  °f  tbe  heaviest  fish  weTghffig 

P^ace  for  the  next  series  of  prizes 
"  cil  fixed  on  the  2oth  inst. — T.  Gretton 

Stoke-on-Trent  Angling  Society. -Pike  fishing  in 

dnw’I^Ihe  °iCaleityfS  wa)ter  at  Ga.vwood  has  been  very  fold 
during  the  last  few  days,  some  capital  fish  havincr  been 
taken.  Mr.  A.  Morgan,  on  the  6th  inst.,  succeeded  in  land¬ 
ing,  amongst  others,  a  very  fine  pike  weighing  171b  •  Mr 
George  Bennett,  on  the  10th,  also  had  good  f port,  hislaroelt 
fish  weighing  111b,  a  splendid  specimen,  and  as  prettv  as 
the  proverbial  pamt.  On  another  day,  Messrs  BlvL! 
and  VY.  Osborne,  had  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  seven  in  all  the 
largest,  taken  by  Mr.  Evans,  weighed  nearly  91b.  Other 
members  helve  done  fairly  well  amone,sf  k  ■ 

Messrs.  T.  Evans,  AVm.  HasLllTandG “a  ScU  Thewate? 

P;uds-.^rec^^funbeth^SHC.^The^mei]hber8rof^?^  ab1”8’ 

club  went  out  in  full  force  on  the  5rh  in«t  £Jhe  ,above 
joying  the  splendid  weather  but  a  jolly  day’s  Iport 17 M?' 
G.  Reeves,  Mr.  J.  Booth,  and  Mr.  G.  Mortom  wefghed  in  a 
good  tray  of  roach,  and  Mr.  A  AYatts  rcYh  a 

(including  a  specimen  dace).  The  members  (thnsL  whn 
have  not  won  a  prize  through  the  season  I  a  rc  iWb? 
Staines,  from  the  bridge  to  the  belli  of  PshfVat 

SisilliSSPi 

which  will  he  Ashed 
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the  above  were  out  on  15th,  with  the  following  result Mr. 

G.  Fordham,  chub;  W.  Bennett,  roach;  H.  Windred,  one 
small  jack  and  roach  ;  R.  Sawer,  sen.,  roach  ;  H.  Freame, 
roach. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yauxnall-cross. — We  had  a  grand  attendance  on  the  17th, 
Mr.  Fry  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Morring;  some  import¬ 
ant  business  was  got  through.  I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  wo  flsh  for  ten  prizes  on  22nd  inst,  roving  from  Sun- 
bury  loch  to  Walton  Bridge  ;  all  to  go  by  the  first  train, 
and  to  ceaso  fishing  at  six  o’clock.  Train  leaves  Yauxhall 
at  8.5  a.m. — H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walham  Green  and  Fulham  Angling  Society.— 

The  members  of  the  above  society  held  their  usual  weekly 
meeting  at  the  Stamford  Arms,  Fulham-road,  Mr.  G.  Laws 
presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  ana  confirmed,  and  general  business  transacted.  The 
members  fish  a  peg-down  match  on  the  8th  of  March,  be¬ 
tween  Kingston  Railway  Bridge  and  Teddington  Lock, 
and  all  members  washing  to  take  part  are  earnestly  re¬ 
quested  to  send  in  their  names.  On  the  15th  inst.  several 
of  our  members  were  out,  the  following  weighing  in  fish 
from  the  tidg.1  waters: — Mr.  Warner,  101b.  roach  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Templeman,  71b.  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Achong, 
dace ;  Mr.  Kent,  dace ;  several  others  having  fish.— E. 
SuTEIIALL,  sec. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany -street,  Regent’s  Park.— Fishing  has  not  been  very 
tempting  lately,  but  those  of  our  members  who  were  out 
had  some  very  good  takes.  Mr.  H.  Putman  had  a  nice 
show  on  the  11th,  101b.,  loz.,  roach  ;  15th,  Mr.  Miller,  81b. 
2ioz.,  roach ;  H.  Putman,  101b.  rt>ach.  Feb.  18th,  Messrs. 

H.  Putman,  91b.  51oz.  roach  ;  Miller,  81b.  8oz.  roach,  and 
Marriott  also  weighed  in. — J.  Packman,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— Result  of  competition,  Feb.  15  :— 
Mr.  Alma,  first ;  Mr.  H.  Lees,  second ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  third ; 
Mr.  Risdon,  fourth.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  weighed 
in  251b.  lloz.  roach  from  the  Upper  Thames ;  Mr.  W.  F. 
Crisp,  21b.  of  dace  from  the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  F.  C.  Stokes 
was  unanimously  elected  a  member  of  this  society.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  present  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to  bring 
forward.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— The  two  prizes  not  taken  in  the  January 
match  were  fished  for  on  the  15th  inst.  and  taken  by  Mr. 
Beer,  with  roach  and  bream,  from  Amberley ;  and  Mr. 
Barnes,  with  dace  from  Twickenham ;  Mr.  Bryant  also 
showing  dace  from  the  latter.  On  Wednesday  last  the 
supper  was  a  great  success,  the  room  being  well  filled  and 
the  singing  capital.  I  also  beg  to  remind  members  that 
there  is  a  one  guinea  prize  for  the  best  show  of  roach  up 
till  the  end  of  season  (bank  only)  and  as  several  of  us 
intend  going  to  Pangbourne  we  shall  be  glad  if  any  mem¬ 
ber  will  join  us.  There  is  another  open  prize  before  the 
end  of  the  season  (Mr.  Sloper’s)  so  hope  members  will  show 
up  on  Wednesday  next.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Aldington-street,  New  North-road.— A  few  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  fished  at  Rye  House  on  the  19th  inst.,  but  not  a 

Erize  was  taken.  We  have  our  return  visit  in  the  Eastern 
dstrict  No.  2  on  next  Monday,  February  23rd.  This 
being  our  first  visit  I  hope  our  angling  friends  will  give 
us  a  bumper.— W.  Merar,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford. — Our  members  that  took  part  in  the 
match  at  Ware  on  the  15th  inst.,  returned  with  a  blank,  so 
it  is  decided  to  fish  the  match  over  again  for  our  worthy 
host’s  prizes  on  Feb.  22  at  Chelmsford,  fiom  the  lock  above 
the  Stink  Hole  to  the  lock  below,  on  the  towing  path  only. 
All  to  go  down  with  the  first  train  on  the  22nd  inst.,  that 
leaves  Stratford  at  7.50  a.m.  Mr.  Whitehead  weighed  in 
jack,  and  Mr.  Lowther,  perch.— R.  Lowther,  ssc. 

Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
—The  first  annual  dinner  of  this  valuable  association  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening  at  their  headquarters,  Mr. 
Burrow’s,  the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  Eton.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Summers,  of  Eton  College  ;  Mr.  A.  Stevenson 
(Windsor),  the  hon.  sec.,  the  vice-chair.  There  were  also 
present,  Mr.  W.  Beasley  (Slough),  Mr.  G.  Wright  (Windsor), 
Mr.  Upcock  (Slough),  Mr.  J.  Mitchell  (Eton),  Mr.  Cherry 
(Windsor),  Mr.  Plummer  (Monkey  Island),  Mr.  Johnstone 
(Windsor),  Mr.  Powell  (Eton),  Mr.  Betteridge  (Eton),  Mr. 
B.  R.  Bambridge  (Eton),  Mr.  Wallace  (Eton),  &c.  The 
dinner  was  served  in  Mr.  Burrow’s  well-known  style,  and 
during  the  evening  Mr.  Bambridge  played  two  violin  solos, 
accompanied  on  the  piano  by  Mr.  Summers.  Some  capital 
songs  were  also  rendered  by  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Upcock. 
The  dinner  proved  a  great  success,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. _ 


Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held  at  the  Globe  Hotel,  Castle-street, 
on  Thursday.  The  report  of  the  comaiittee  showed  the 
society  to  be  flourishing  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expec¬ 
tations  of  its  founders,  the  number  of  qualified  members 
being  eighty -six,  whilst  the  statement  of  accounts  showed 
a  balance  in  hand.  Amongst  the  benefits  that  the  S9ciety 
had  been  able  to  obtain  were  the  issue  of  season  tickets 
to  angling  ratepayers  and  members  of  their  families  for 
fishing  in  Llanishen  and  Lisvane  Reservoirs,  and  the  cor¬ 
poration  water  on  the  river  Ely,  while  by  the  affiliation 
of  the  society  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association 
the  committee  had  been  able  to  secure  privilege  tickets 
for  members  of  the  society  for  travelling  at  reduced  fares 
of  about  a  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the  return  journey  to 
certain  stations  on  the  Great  Western,  Rhyniney,  Cam¬ 
brian,  and  Brecon  and  Merthyr  Railways,  such  return 
tickets  being  available  for  three  days.  The  tickets 
entitling  members  to  this  privilege  will  be  issued  to  mem¬ 
bers  as  they  qualify  by  paying  their  subscriptions  for  the 
current  year.  The  president,  Mr.  Henry  Lewis,  of  Ut’cen 
Meadow,'  was  unanimously  re-elected  president,  and  Mr. 
George  Carslake  Thompson  was  elected  vice-president,  in 
place  of  Sir  Morgan  Morgan.  Mr.  W.  Page-Wood  was 
le-elected  hon.  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris  was 
appointed  hon.  secretary. 

Belfast  Anglers’  Association.— The  first  annual 
re-union  in  connection  with  this  association  was  held  in 
the  Grand  Cafe  and  Restaurant,  Arthur-square.  Dr.  R. 
Barnett,  president,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance  of  the  members  and  their  friends.  1  lie 
association  is  now'in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  having 
a  membership  of  upwards  of  one  hundred.  It  possesses  a 
number  of  extensive  and  well-stocked  lakes,  and  oilers 
great  advantages  to  the  lovers  of  the  pastime  which 
Izaak  Walton  has  so  quaintly  and  interestingly  described. 
A  number  of  new  members  were  proposed,  and  a  very 
enjoyable  meeting  was  brought,  to  a  termination  by  the 
singing  of  “  Auld  Lang  Sync.” 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


£2T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
shoidd  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dun stan's  House,  Fetter -lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

730  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  min.  for  Kew. 

1 10  ,,  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

Addx  45  ,,  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80  ,,  ,,  Twiclten- 

smith.  ham. 

1,50  „  „  Barnes.  1.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— - A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Feb.  21 . 

Sunday,  „  22 . 

Monday,  „  23 . 

Tuesday,  ,,  24 . 

Wednesday,,  ‘25  .. 

Morning. 

.  0.39 . 

.  1.28  . 

.  2.41  . 

..  3.11  . 

Evening. 

. 1.  6 

. 1.50 

. 2.26 

. 3.26 

3.40  . 

Friday,  ,,  27 . 

.  4.  9 . 

. 4.23 

English  and  Welsh  Ksports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— In  my 
last  week’s  notice  of  the  gift  of  five  hundred  ova  of  trout 
from  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  through  Mr.  A. 
E.  Armstrong,  of  Chertsey,  I  did  not  then  understand  that 
the  latter  gentleman  at  his  own  cost,  and  at  the  same  time 
obtained  another  five  hundred,  which  he  intends  hatching 
and  rearing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  to  be  placed  in  the  river  in  the 
Chertsey  district.  I  have  received  a  communication 
asking  the  question,  “why  the  T.A.P.S.  does  not  follow 
the  example  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Association 
in  turning  in  one  thousand  yearling  trout  ?  ”  It  is  evident 
the  writer  is  not  well  posted  up  in  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
as  that  society  on  the  28th  of  March  last  did  the  same  thing 
between  Kingston  and  Penton  Hook.  I  have  never  had  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  turning  in  of  fry,  and  I  regard  the 
movement  in  favour  of  yearling  as  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  It  is  remarkable  the  different  communications 
I  receive  on  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  sometimes  in 
applying  for  the  renewal  of  subscriptions.  I  had  an 
instance  the  other  day  with  the  argument  that  the  votaries 
of  sport  should  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  society 
without  calling  upon  non-anglers  to  subscribe.  In  my 
reply  I  stated  in  the  case  of  the  T.A.P.S.  it  was  exceptional 
on  that  point,  as  the  committee  laboured  for  all  classes, 
and  for  a  great  body  of  men  who  could  not  afford  to  give ; 
and  unless  support  was  received  from  the  general  public 
and  those  who  possessed  a  philanthropic  spirit,  the  river 
would  soon  cease  to  become  a  playground  for  the  mass  of 
our  population.  The  river  at  the  present  time  is  affording 
plenty  of  sport  for  the  anglers,  and  the  jack  amongst  other 
fish  are  well  on  the  feed.— B. 

Richmond. — C.  Brown,  in  one  day,  three  dozen  of  fine 
roach  ;  Job  Brain,  during  the  week,  801b.  weight  of  roach 
and  dace  ;  Henry  Howard,  in  two  days,  151b.  of  roach  and 
dace ;  and  H.  Wheeler,  in  two  days,  301b.  of  roach  and 
dace. 

Twickenham.— J.  Spong,  in  two  days,  251b.  of  roach  and 
dace  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Westley  and  Mr.  Templeman, 
26lb.  of  fine  roach ;  and  another  day,  101b.  of  roach  and. 
dace.  Pert  Hammerton,  in  one  day,  nine  and  a-half  dozen ; 
Richard  Moffatt,  in  two  days,  eighteen  dozen ;  F.  Wiggins, 
in  one  day,  seven  dozen ;  W.  Holderling,  the  week,  451b. 
Richard  Coxen,  with  Mr.  Tarrant  and  Mr.  Mortimer,  in  one 
day,  seven  dozen  ;  G.  Brown,  in  one  day,  with  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Carter,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  and 
during  the  other  days,  501b. ;  Samuel  Cole,  in  one  day, 
thirteen  dozen ;  and  another  day  eight  dozen  ;  J.  Coxen,  in 
two  and  a-half  days,  251b.  ;  and  H.  Harper,  in  one  day,  141b. 

Teddington.— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  one  day,  nine  and  a- 
half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  C.  Baldwin,  in  one  day, 
seven  and  a-half  dozen.  The  jack  anglers  have  been  doing 
very  well. 

Kingston.— John  Johnson,  during  the  week,  four  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  eight  bream,  and  five  jack;  and  N. 
Bolton,  in  three  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Hampton  Court. — William  Milbourne  writes : — “I  was 
out  yesterday,  and  took  three  jack,  the  largest  51b.  There 
has  been  several  jack  caught  in  Hampton  Deep  from 
private  boats.  The  water  is  in  good  condition,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  jack,  but  no  one  cares  to  try  for  them.” 

Weybridge. — Mr.  Burrows,  fishing  one  day  with 
Herbert  Carr,  got  a  brace  of  jack,  which  were  returned  ; 
and  the  same  fisherman,  another  day,  two  brace  and  a-half, 
the  largest  fish  71b. 

Laleham.— Mr.  Hunt,  with  Alfred  Hams,  in  one  day,  six 
jack,  the  two  largest  101b.  and  121b.  respectively  ;  and  Mr. 
Clapp,  with  the  same  fisherman,  three  jack,  the  largest 
41b. ;  Mr.  Dorling,  fishing  with  Alfred  Hams,  has  taken  a 
jack  of  nearly  141b. 

Chertsey.— J.  Poulter,  in  one  day,  with  Mr.  Wastell, 
got  some  very  good  roach,  chub,  and  dace ;  L.  Hackett,  in 
one  day,  five  jack,  the  largest  41b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Arthur 
Hebburn,  of  the  Cricketers,  one  day,  two  brace  of  chub, 
the  largest  21b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Grinstead,  of  the  Chertsey 
Angling  Association,  six  jack,  the  largest  41b.,  and  some 
good  roach  ;  Mr.  Roach  has  taken  a  jack  of  21b.  13oz. ;  Mr. 
A.  E.  Armstrong,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Chertsey  Angling 
Association,  in  one  day,  six  jack,  which  were  all  put  back 
again.  Mr.  H.  Vernon  has  been  getting  some  good  roach. 
Some  fine  roach,  perch,  and  jack  have  been  taken  by  the 
bank  anglers,  and  the  water  is  in  good  condition. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  seven  days, 
and  done  well  with  the  roach,  chub  and  jack,  from  141b.  to 
211b.  weight  in  the  day,  some  of  the  roach  being  of  a  very 
fine  quality.  One  day  fishing  with  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  he  got  some  very 
fine  roach,  weighing  from  lib.  to  ljlb.  each.  Many  of  the 
other  roach  during  the  week  were  up  to  lib.  each. 

Upper  Thames.— The  river  is  now  in  splendid  winter 
trim  for  perch  and  jack  fishing,  and  from  tbo  reports  to 
band,  good  business  seems  to  be  doing  at  all  the  up  river 
stations.  At  Medminham,  R,  Young  has  been  piloting  his 
patrons  in  very  warm  corners  containing  fish  of  91b.,  8lb., 
71b.,  6£lb. — the  corners  contain  them  no  ionger.  At  Marlow 
all  the  punts  on  this  station  have  been  daily  at  work. 
Messrs.  Bennett,  Radcliff,  and  Mr.  C.,  taking  the  cream 
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with  fish  of  91b,,  61b.,  and  51b.  Thursday  night ;  Just  re¬ 
turned  from  an  interview  with  Father  Thames,  and  I  must 
say  I  have  seldom  seen  him  look  better,  or  have  such  an 
ancient  and  fish-like  smell  about  him.  Weather  hazy,  with 
ind  slight  from  north-west.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Goring).— Water  in  good  all-round  condition, 
here  has  been  a  good  man}-  jack  caught  the  last  week. — 
L.  Bartholomew. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  very  clear,  just  the 
colour  for  jack-fishing,  but  somehow  the  jack  will  not 
feed.  I  was  out  with  a  gentlemen  on  tho  I4th  inst.,  had 
several  runs  with  jack  (runs  did  I  say),  if  finding  yourself 
foul  of  somethingtalivc  can  be  called  a  run.  Spinning 
failed  to  get  any  response.  I  went  to  Laby  Hall  with  the 
samo  gentleman"  on  the  16th  inst.  and  fished  all  down  to 
Datchet,  but  only  had  one  run.  A  mild  rain  would  wake 
the  jack  up.  Very  fair  sport  to  be  had  with  the  chub  and 
roach.  A  large  number  of  bank  anglers  were  about  on  the 
15th  inst.  with  very  poor  results,  owing  doubtless  to  the 
bright  sunshine.  Personally  I  think  it  is  very  little  use 
trying  to  get  on  terms  with  any  fish  in  the  bright  sun¬ 
shine. 

Thames  (Pangoourne).-  The  jack  have  been  well  on 
the  feed  since  my  last  report.  G,  Ashby  has  been  out  with 
several.  Mr.  Elliott  one  day  had  four,  largest  over  gib 
He  came  down  on  Tuesday  by  ten  o’clock  o’clock  train 
and  had  five  jack,  largest  61b.  Mr.  Galloway  had  several 
largest  61b.  Parsons  and  Champ  had  five  last  Sunday  be¬ 
fore  ten  o’clock  from  31b.  to  71b  ;  one  over  141b.,  another 
over  71b.,  taken  by  the  ferry  above  Hart’s  lock.  Roach 
not  so  well  on ;  nothing  doing  with  the  perch.  Water  in 
first-rate  order  for  jack  fishing.— W.H. 

Thames  (Windsor).— As  anticipated,  the  perfect  condi 
tion  of  the  river  for  pike  fishing  has  caused  this  particular 
branch  of  the  art  to  receive  considerable  attention  during 
the  past  few  days,  the  result  being  that  a  great  many  havf 
been  caught  one  angler  having  fourteen  in  two  days  -  but 
the  best  fish  was  one  of  741b.,  taken  by  a  Mr  Wdso’n  of 
Windsor.  Roach  have  also  afforded  sport,  and  some  verv 
fine  specimens  been  captured.  On  inquiry  I  found  that  ™  v 
information  anent  the  21b.  roach  mentioned  in  my  last’ 

very  near  the  truth  ;  this  grand  specimen  actuaUy  welhed 
lib.  looz  and  was  caught  near  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Bridge  b>  a  Mr.  Bosher,  who  had  several  others  ranging 
from  Sib.  upwards.  Mr.  \  oung,  of  Windsor,  has  had  e 
best  basket  of  roach  commg  under  my  notice  ;  it  weighed 
lOilb.,  but  contained  no  extraordinary  specimens  He  also 
caught  a  barbel  of  Mb.,  and  landed  a  troSofuib.  which 
was  carefully  returned  in  the  presence  of  a  lock-keeper  and 
others-  Oue  of  the  most  extraordinary  freaks  of  our 
hobghtful  clmiate^  occurred  here  on  the  17th  and  18th  inst. 
On  the  17th  I  was  on  the  river,  and  made  the  remark- 
“  What  a  Perfect  ‘  fourth  of  J une  ’  it  would  make !  ”  (a  great 

day  at  Eton).  .  The  sun  was  positively  hot  at  mid-day,  and 

the  larks  singing  merrily.  What  these  songsters  thought  of 
the  weather  next  day  I  would  like  to  know,  as  it  was  as 
perfect  a  penetratmgly  cold,  foggy,  cheerless  November 
day.  imaginable  the  fog  being  as  dense  as  on  any  day 
during  this  winter.— B.  R.  Bambridge.  y  y 

,  Ancholme  District.-Very  few  anglers  are  out  now  : 
but  the  Hollands  had  six  pike  near  Brigg,  and  others  ha  ve 
caught  some  roach.-TnoMAS  Ford 
Earle  (Dulverton.)-River  very  low  and  briu-iq  . 
frosty.  Very  few  trout  being  killed,  best  flies  male  and 
female  Biue  Uprights  and  Small  Hare’s  Flaxa-IrtoN  BluI 
Chmhester.-Our  canal  at  Chichester,  although  nearly 
3ft.  bel?w  its  normal  height,  is  in  excellent  colour,  and  at 
the  basin  fresh  water  is  pouring  in  from  the  culVerts  in 
considerable  volume  In  a  few  hours’  spinning  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  without  result,  I  found  the  weeds,  although  rotten 
were  a  great  drawback.  Roach  and  bream  hive  been 
feeding  fairly  well.  Roach  have  afforded  sport,  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  Ouse,  and  from  the  Adur  roach  and  dace 
have  been  taken.  From  the  Isfield  district  I  hear  of  some 

pike,  but  none  exceeding  811b.— George  F  S  alter 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).-The  rivers  are  in  border, 
and  plenty  of  white  trout  are  up-some  of  good  size.  Most 
of  our  early  anglers  have  done  very  well,  but  as  the  brown 
trout  fishing  does  not,  commence  until  the  1st  of  March 
very  few  have  been  out.  The  March  Brown  seems  as  good 
a  fly  as  any,  but  whatever  is  used  is  all  the  better  for  some 
tinsel.  The  sea-fisbmg  has  been  \’ery  good,  and  there 
seems  every  prospect  of  its  remaining  so.  The  warm  mild 
weather  makes  it  very  enjoyable. -Stormy  Petrel. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Angling  is  now 
fairly  good  in  most  waters,  but  in  some  it  is  Especially  so 
for  not  only  are  pike  and  perch  biting  well,  but  roach  and 
dace  may  be  got  for  the  trying.  The  latter  are  now  more 
susceptible  to  the  small  red  worm,  and  in  some  cases  bite 
gingerly,  but  I  hear  from  the  Forty  Foot  Drain  that  there 
is  nothing  to  complain  of  there.  It  is  only  when  the  roach 
and  dace  have  sickened  from  the  long  interment  under  ice 
that  thereis  grumbling.  A  gentleman  writes  me  that  he 
believes  the  reason  for  the  Forty  Foot  being  in  such  a 
promising  state  is  because  the  farmers  had  to  break  the 
ice  in  many  places  i  a  order  to  allow  of  their  cattle  getting 
to  the  water,  which  elsewhere  was  very  scarce.  Pike  fish¬ 
es  u.jls district  and  also  in  the  waters  on  the  borders  of 
Cambridgeshire  is  now  very  good,  and  some  good  fish  are 
coming  to  hand.— Limpet. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  rod  fishing  season  for  salmon 
opened  9n  the  16th  inst.,  under  most  favourable  auspices, 

0f  ripi,'lnr  «sh  in  thc  Pools  and  of  a 
good  size.  Mr.  R  H.  Horrocks  had  two,  at  Sykc  Foot;  Mr. 
Warvvick,  one  at  Low  House,  and  Mr.  S.  Wright  one  in  the 
association  wateron  the  first  day.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.J.W. 
Hills  and  his  keeper,  each  killed  one  in  the  Corby  water. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  from  141b.  to  161b.  A  spate  is  much 
needed  to  put.  the  pools  in  good  ply;  at  this  time  of  vear 
salmon  do  not  lie  much  in  the  streams,  and  the  river  is  too 
low  and  clear  for  good  sport  in  the  pools.  Besides,  if  we  do 
not  get  some  fresh  water  soon,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
disease,  which  so  far  has  not  affected  the  spring  fish  much 
will  increase.  T he  nets,  both  in  the  river  and  the  Solvva\r’ 
have  done  well,  and  salmon  are  now  selling  in  Carlisle  at 
one  shilling  and  eightpence  per  lb.— Silver  Grey. 

Notts).—!  hear  a  good  deal  of  success 
has  attended  visitors  who  have  gone  down  to  the  drains 
and  dykes  pike  fishing  in  tho  lower  Idle  district.  The  fish 
iun  rathei  small.  it  is  said,  but  thc  takes  have  been  made 
up  in  numbers.  One  visitor  is  reported  to  have  got  fifteen 
fish  in  one  day,  his  best  running  up  to  about  51b.;  and 
several  others  arc  spoken  of  as  having  come  away  with 
seven  or  eight  fish  each.  The  fish  have  been  chiefly  taken 
with  a  spoon  or  spinning  tackle,  as  live  bait  is  stated  to  be 
v  ery  scarce  and  dear.  Roach  and  dace  are  said  to  have 
been  biting  better  on  the  river  Retford  way,  so  possibly 
supplies  may  have  come  in.  Thjs  week  the  weather  has 
been  dull  and very  foggy,  and  visitors  have  not  cared  to 
turn  out.  Prospects,  barring  this,  arc  believed  to  be 
gOOCl. — Jj. 
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Lea. — There  is  but  little  in  the  shape  of  angling  reports 
to  record  this  week  ;  on  Thursday  I  visited  many  of  the 
nshing  resorts,  but  found  that  only  a  few  anglers  had  been 
out.  Cooks  berry,  Ponder’s  End,  Sewardstone,  and  En¬ 
field  Lock  each  returned  takes  as  nil.  At  Waltham  Abbey 
reports  of  several  jack  were  to  hand,  notably  one  of  11' lb. 
taken  by  Mr.  Brown ;  one  of  Gib.  taken  by  Mr.  Jacobs,  and 
others  of  a  smaller  size.  On  the  loth  inst.  the  members  of 
the  \\  altham  Abbey  Angling  Society  competed  for  a  prize, 
presented  by  Mr.  H.  Avis,  of  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel.  This 
prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Gutteridge,  of  Ponder’s  End,  with  a 
roach  of  lOoz.  On  the  28th  inst.,  another  competition  for 
prizes  will  be  held.  I  do  not  know  any  portion  of  the  river 
Lea  where  I  should  more  strongly  recommend  anglers  to 
go  to,  than  that  held  by  Mr.  Avis  at  the  King’s  Arms.  In 
the  competition  at  Rye  House  on  the  loth  inst.,  for  Mr. 
H.  1.  Hazlewoods  prize,  Mr.  Ashmore,  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham,  was  the 
victor  with  roach.  The  river  is  in  first-rate  order. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Iioddon  (Earley). — River  in  good  condition.  Good 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  obtained.  A  few  good  chub 
have  been  taken.  Jack  in  very  fine  condition. — J.  R. 
Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  trout  and 
grayling  streams  are  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear 
and  a  nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  fine  and  the  sun 
has  been  shining  bright,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for 
anglers  to  go  out.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better,  and 
have  been  rising  at  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  and  Red 
Palmer.  March  Brown  has  also  been  tried.  A  few  fish 
have  been  taken,  but  sport  will  be  quiet  until  trout 
are  allowed  to  be  taken.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running  in 
good  order.  Nothing  done  in  it  of  late. — Gwvnne. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— Water  and  weather  all  that  can 
be  wished  by  the  angler  ;  nothing  of  any  note  has  come  to 
my  knowledge.  There  seems  a  lack  of  perseverance  on  the 
part  of  the  anglers.  There  ought  to  be  good  sport  obtained 
bythe  persevering  angles— Wm.  Siirubsole. 

.  Plymouth. — Sea  Pishing. — There  is  not  much  of 
interest  to  report  this  week,  fish  of  all  kinds  has  been 
rather  slack.  I  saw  a  thousand  mackerel  landed  for  one 
boat  s  catch,  but  they  looked  as  lean  as  pipe  stems,  in 
fact  I  never  saw  a  mackerel  in  such  bad  condition.  The 
whiting  have  not  yet  returned  from  the  deep  water  where 
they  went  in  the  cold  weather.  Wc  have  had  an  unusual 
take  of  lobsters  during  this  last  week  amounting  to  nearly 
half-a-ton,  and  they  were  in  very  good  condition.  Only 
twenty  trawlers  were  able  to  go  out  because  there  was  no 
wind  for  them.  The  weather  is  still  very  fine  and 
amateurs  are  very  busy  getting  their  boats  and  fishing 
gear  in  order  for  the  coming  season.— William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.  (Sea  Fishing.) — Pier  anglers  are  having 
good  sport  by  fishing  along  the  inner  side  of  the  piers — with 
white  ny,  for  “par,”  also  with  plaice  and  flat  fish  with 

throw-out  patornoster  lines,  using  small  sand  worms  as 
bait.  Although  pier  angling  is  on  the  improve,  the 
majority  of  the  fish  taken  are  as  yet  small  in  size.  Our 
loca1  cobblemen  are  making  good  takes  of  fair  sized  cod 
fish  within  a  few  miles  of  the  shore.— H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Matters  piscatorial,  in  view  of 
the  coming  season,  are  beginning  to  become  more  lively  in 
this  locality,  and  we  have  been  pleasurably  reminded  that 
such  an  institution  as  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society  is.  in  a  healthy  state  of  existence,  and  means  to 
continue  its  work  for  the  good  of  the  angling  fraternity. 
While  business  matters,  however,  have  had  due  attention 
paid  to  them,  angling  itself  is  perforce  at  a  standstill, 
although  the  river  is  in  good  condition.  This  is  so  for  the 
reason  that  the  trout  fishing  does  not  commence  until  next 
month,  and  we  have  entered  upon  the  close  season  for  the 
rough  fish.  Still,  although  I  believe  no  “permits  ”  to  anglers 
to  lessen  the  too-abundant  stock  of  rough  fish  in  the  river 
have  yet  been  issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Board 
of  Conservators,  we  shall  doubtless  be  able  to  obtain  them 
very  shortly,  perhaps  at  once,  for  the  power  of  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  to  grant  them  was  not  taken  away  by  the  Board  at 
them  recent  nieeting,  as  one  member  proposed  it  should. 
We  in  this  district  have  too  many  rough  fish,  and  doubt 
less,  as  it  was  argued  at  the  afore  mentioned  meeting,  do 
harm  to  the  trout  fishing.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Worces¬ 
ter  there  are,  I  believe  too  few  rough  fish,  and  therefore 
il  i airman<of  the  Board  announced  his  intention  of  with- 
holding  permits  in  that  locality.  It  is  granted  that  it  is  an 
unsportsmanlike  proceeding  to  take  rough  fish  during  the 
close  season,  but  when  we  so  earnestly  desire  to  decrease 
their  numbers  here  in  order  to  increase  the  welfare  of  the 
trout,  we  must  not  stop  at  fair  means. — Piscator. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running  in  capital 
order  for  fishing,  it  being  clear  and  at  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  with  frosty  nights, 
and  the  sun  shining  brightly  all  day,  and  angling  has  im- 
R1"0  «c  YiV  A  ,lr  number have  been  out  on  the  water,  and 
the  fish  have  been  sporting  at  the  fly.  The  flies  at  present 

ora  Mhe  S  Dun>  February  Red,  Red  Palmer, 
and  March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with 
success  with  the  worm.  On  Monday  afternoon  a  few  fish 
were  landed  near  the  New  Bridge  with  the  Blue  Dun  A 
dish  of  roach  were  taken  with  the  worm  on  Tuesday.  The 
Ony,  Corve  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and 
there  is  a  good  prospect  for  trout  fishing  in  them  this 
season.— S.  Ludlow. 

.  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  is  now 

m  fine  condition  for  angling,  being  a  nice  height  and  clear, 
and  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling.  The  weather  has 
been  fine,  and  the  fish  have  been  sporting  at  the  flies  during 
the  middle  of  the  day  The  best  flies  are  the  February  Red 
and  Blue  Dun.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk  as  yet,  but 
grayling  a.G  roach  are  on  the  feed,  and  sport  can  be  had. 
Ihe  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear.  Little  done 
in  them  as  yet.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).  —  Cold  foggy  weather  has  induced 
many  an  angler  to  lay  aside  his  rod  during  the  past  week 
and  not  a  very  brilliant  record  is  registered  in  the  Newark 
district.  Chub  fishing  has  been  the  principal  feature,  and 
amongst  others  a  brace  of  brilliant  specimens  have  been 
secured  from  the  corporation  water  below  the  town  one 
of  over  41b.  with  cockspur  worm,  and  another  of  341b.,  by 
Mr.  C.  Bromley,  with  a  Kill  Devil  minnow.  Dace  have 
not  taken  the  worm  with  that  eagerness  of  the  previous 
fortnight.  Trent  running  remarkably  low  and  of  almost 
summer  brightness,  and  chub  fishing  should  give  best 
returns,  with  either  worms  or  pith  and  brains-the  latter 
for  choice.— Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham). — Pike  and  chub  anglers  have  been 
busy  dui  mg  the  week,  and  some  very  fine  chub  have  suc- 
cFRv  ed  to  bullocks  pith  and  brains.  On  Wednesday  one 

t hes ubs c ri be r  s  at  Wilford  killed  ten  fish,  including  one 
of  3|lb-  Mr.  H.  Coxon  had  a  brace  from  the  Fiskerton  dis- 
tf1^T0nuU^rdayj  nnd  /,a!r,  quantity  has  fallen  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  H  Marshall  of  Bndgford.  In  Clifton  Grove,  on 
luesday,  Mr.  G.  Hall  bagged  two  handsome  bream  of 


above  41b.  a-piece,  and  in  the  same  length  he  has  of  late 
landed  a  fair  number  of  big  roach.  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  of  the 
Bowling  Green  Society,  has  excelled  with  a  pike  of  8Jlb.; 
and  eleven  on  Saturday  were  caught  by  a  Hyson  Green  re¬ 
presentative  in  Flintham  Wood  ;  the  fish,  however,  were 
a  wretched  sample,  and  half  at  least  ought  to  have  been 
returned.  Perch  are  almost  forgotten,  and  at  present  very 
few  dace  are  being  taken.— The-Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Wharfe. — The  weather  has  been  brilliantly  fine  during 
the  past  week,  and  slightly  frosty  at  night.  A  few  grayling 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  very  particular,  the  best 
basket  falling  to  the  share  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Moore,  of  Leeds. 
The  trout  season  promises  to  be  an  early  one,  if  no  bad 
weather  intervenes. 

With  am,  &c.  (Lincoln). — The  prospects  of  anglers  on 
the  W  itham  have  much  improved,  and  early  this  week  the 
catches  were  found  to  be  becoming  quite  exceptional. 
Roach  are  beginning  to  bite  at  almost  anything  with 
avidity.  They  are  as  a  rule  in  splendid  condition,  and  no 
one  going  down  now  need  fear  coming  away  without  sport. 
Ihe  pike  are  being  caught  both  by  live-bait  and  spoon,  or 
spinner,  but  as  may  be  expected  the  former  are  the  most 
successful.  To  all  appearances  the  season  is  now  likely  to 
close  up  well.— Luci. 

Yare  (Norwich). — Several  parties  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week,  and  although  the  weather  has  not  been 
favourable,  they  have  succeeded  fairly  well,  the  largest  fish 
weighing  2041b.,  caught  by  a  member  of  the  Norwich 
Angling  Club.— Robert  Moll. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Since  my  last  re 
Por.,iuemi°re  salmon  have  been  taken  here,  weights  71b. 
to  1441b.  The  river  is  now  running  low,  and  although  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  m  the  river,  they  are  not  rising  so  freely, 
and  a  good  rain  is  much  needed.— H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Sea  Fishing. — Plaice  continue 
very  abundant  in  the  bay,  and  of  exceptionally  fine  quality, 
and  large  takes  are  being  made.— H. 
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Brora.— Here  the  season  opened  on  the  11th.  The  first 
day  was  a  twister ;  it  poured  buckets  from  morn  till  night. 
1  he  fishing  tenants  had  not  arrived  from  the  south  but 
the  two  rods  :were  fished,  the  Gordon  bush  one  by  the 
keeper,  and  the  Balnacoil  one  by  John  Macintyre,  the 
manager.  Both  went  to  the  lower  water,  that  is  the 
stretch  below  the  loch  and  each  had  a  good  fish  In  no 
time,  however,  the  river  came  down  a  perfect"  torrent 
flooding  everything,  and  instead  of  getting  home  by  the 
road  in  their  traps,  the  anglers  had  to  take  to  the  hills  on 
foot.  1  he  following  day  all  the  pools  were  too  high  exeept 
the  renowned  Pol-Fedder  which  hardly  can  be  too  high. 
Again  the  same  rods  were  out  and  had  three  fish  each 
201b.,  1541b.,  1441b.,  101b.,  91b..  841b.  On  Saturday,  two  more 
fish  to  each  rod  were  got.  This  completes  the  result  for 
the  first  four  days.  That  such  good  sport  should  have 
been  got  considering  the  bad  ply  of  the  river  is  proof  that 
fish  must  be  plentiful.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  their 
getting  up  now ;  at  last  things  are  as  they  should  be,  the 
spring  netting  having  been  abandoned. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  net  salmon  fishings  on 
the  river  Deveron  were  fairly  remunerative  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  up  to  the  middle  of  this  week,  the  water  being 
in  splendid  condition.  For  the  three  days  ending  Satur¬ 
day  last,  eighteen  boxes  were  consigned  to  the  London  and 
other  markets,  eight  boxes  in  excess  of  that  for  the  corre- 
spoding  date  last  year.  This  week  the  number  consigned 
wore  four  boxes.  The  daily  catch  after  the  first  two  days 
six  to  twenty  fish,  of  an  average  of  91b.  heaviest 
fish  201b.  A  good  many  female  kelts  have  been  landed  but 
only  one  in  a  putrid  condition.  Prices  average  from  Is.  Gd. 
to  Is.  nd.  per  lb.  On  the  coast  very  little  has  been  done  as 
yet.  In  the  end  of  last  week  a  storm  was  experienced 
from  the  north-east,  which  almost  wrecked  the  whole  of 
the  nets.  A  few  salmon  were  got  in  the  beginning  of  the 
week  in  the  nets  nearest  to  the  river  s  mouth,  and  only  one 
fish  on  Tuesday  of  101b.  from  the  station  furthest  to  the 
east.  In  view  of  the  improvements  of  the  fishings,  Mr. 
Joseph  Bessett,  the  lessee,  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Deveron  salmon  fishings,  both  of  whom  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  propagation  of  the  salmon  tribe 
on  Saturday  secured  one  hundred  thousand  ova  from  the 
river.  The  salmon  which  were  taken  by  the  nets  were 
clean  and  healthy,  and  the  ova,  which  would  as  in  former 
years  have  been  lost,  was  deposited  in  the  hatchery  in  the 
Duff  House  grounds.  It  contains  a  dozen  boxes,  which 

will  contain  over  one  hundred  thousand  seeds  of  O’va.  The 

hatchery  is  in  a  full  sheltered  place,  and  a  splendid  supply 
of  water  obtained  from  St.  Mary’s  well  in  the  rear  of  the 
building.  The  same  experiments  were  carried  on  during 
the  last  season,  and  close  on  one  hundred  thousand  fine 
healthy  fry  were  deposited  in  the  Deveron  in  June.  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  the  fry  has  done  well,  and  that 
the  salmon  supply  in  the  future  will  be  greatly  augmented 
The  weather  is  settling  down,  and  if  the  frost  would  only 
disappear,  anglers  would  enjoy  capital  sport.  In  the  Gar- 
densto  wn  district  the  nets  on  the  coast  were  destroyed  like 
the  nets  here,  and  only  three  boxes  have  been  sent  south 
up  to  Wednesday.— H.  W. 

Don  (Aberdeenshire).— There  is  better  prospects  for 
anglers  on  the  Don  than  has  been  the  case  for  years  back 
The  improvements  carried  out  since  last  fall  ‘facilitating 
the  passage  of  the  fish  more  than  has  been  the  case  for 
years  back.  Good  round  waters  are  urgently  needed.  On 
the  cruives  of  Don  two  hundred  and  forty  fish  were  got  the 
flrst  day  i\  ith  the  nets,  not  more  than  from  sixteen  to 
eighteen  female  kelts  being  found.  The  average  weight 
oi  the  fish  was  about  81b.,  while  a  good  few  were  got 
between  201b.  and  241b.,  and  with  the  appearance  of  having 
been  in  the  water  some  time.  On  the  Grandholm  water 
Mr.  Brown  s  nets  yielded  one  hundred  fish,  the  first  very 
few  being  under  121b.  Thus  on  two  river  stations  alone 
some  three  hundred  and  forty  fish  were  got  on  the  opening 
day  on  this  much  abused  river.-  Don. 

Dee  (Aberdcensihire).— Seidom  within  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  fisherman  has  there  been  such  a  successful 
opening  as  has  been  the  case  this  season,  while  fish  have 
been  plentiful  on  every  beat  of  the  river,  for  fifty  miles  up 
they  have  also  been  of  exceptionally  fine  quality,  and 
much  above  the  average  weights.  The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  weeks  are  on  the  whole  excellent,  but  much 
will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  weather  and  volume  of 
water,  few  kelts  comparatively  speaking  are  being  seen 
and  no  diseased  fish.  On  the  Barm  oral  water  Dr.  Profeit 
landed  a  fine  fish  of  231b.  on  the  Birkhall  section  on  the 
opening  day,  while  Mr.  A.  Profeit  had  one  of  81b.  Some 
twelve  fash  were  got  on  this  water  during  the  first  few 
days.  On  the  Invercauld  Arms  water  leased  by  Messrs. 
Moolor  and  Hudges  till  the  end  of  March,  splendid  sport 
has  been  had  daily,  sixteen  fish  being  got  during  the  first 
four  days  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b.  On  the  Monaltrie  water 


(Mr.  Havens),  MTntosh  keeper,  landed  five  fish  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last,  scaling  from  61b.  to  1441b.  The  Cambus 
Omay  leased  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  has  not  been 
fished  as  yet,  neither  has  the  Pannach  section.  On  the 
Glentana  water  Sir  William  C.  Brooks  Bart.,  M.P.  and 
party  opened  the  season  with  great  success  which  has  been 
well  maintained  every  day  during  the  past  week  On  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  Sir  William  landed  three  heavy  fish 
and  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  K.C.B.,  followed  this 
next  day  with  the  singular  success  of  twelve  fish  to  his 
own  rod-eleven  being  got  from  the  same  pooi,  scailing 
from  /lb.  to  181b.,  the  majority  averaging  about  111b  each 
On  the  Aboyne  Castle  waterLord  Huntly  had  two  of  sib  and 
151b.  On  the  Huntley  Arms  water  Mr.  Broad  wood  Captain 
Sargeant  and  party  have  had  several  fish  every  day  On 
Saturday  last  they  landed  six  fine  salmon  from  71b  to  lHlb 
On  Monday  Mr.  Broadwood  landed  two  splendid  fish" 
scaling  1741b.  and  181b.,  Mr.  Marsden  had  two  941b  and  1041b 
while  Captain  Sargeant  had  a  beautiful  fish  of  161b  The 
Upper  Dess  water  has  not  yet  been  fished.  On  the  Lower 
Dess  a  gentleman  had  very  fair  sport  having  landed  eight 
fish  during  the  first  few  days  scaling  from  341b.  to  181b  Bv 
a  telegraphic  mistake  Mr.  Pickop’s  score"  in  last  report 
was  put  in  at  eighteen  fish  on  Thursday,  whereas  it 
should  have  been  one  fish  181b„  in  addition  to  other  three 
of  641b.,  71b.  and  91b.  on  that  day.  On  the  the  Carlogio 
water  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Grimble  have  been  doing  verv 
well,  the  former  having  six  fish  sealing  81b.,  81b  101b 

191b.,  91b.,  and  151b.,  and  the  latter  five  fish  weighing  “Wh” 
121b.,  1841b.,  91b..  and  81b.  The  first  mentioned  wm?ght 
being  the  heaviest  fish  got  to  the  rod  on  the  Dee  this 
season.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water  Mr.  Lamond 
landed  seven  fine  fish  varying  from  741b.  to  201b  while 
Major-General  Macintyre,  V.C.,  had  two  nice  fish  of  1441b 
and  151b.  On  the  net  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  it  is 
currently  reported  that  exceptional  successes  have  been 
met  with— at  one  net  alone  some  600  fish  have  been  caught 
while  salmon  are  every  where  on  the  coast  reported  to  be 
incredibly  abundant.— Deesider. 

.  Fosf  (Caithness).  -  The ^ river  opened  on  the  11th 
inst.,  but  since  then  it  has  been  in  flood.  Only  one  fish 
has  been  got  to  date,  and  it  was  killed  by  the  Westfield 
rod. — Nemo. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire ).— The  Landsiderod  had 
two  fish  of  /lb.  and  81b.  out  of  I  orsil  pool  on  the  Ith  insf  • 
and  the  Beghouse  rod  one  of  101b.  on  the  same  date  from 
the  same  pool;  and  one  out  of  Ashil  pool,  71b  weight  on 
the  5th  inst.;  the  Sandside  rod  had  one  fish  of  81h  nni  nf 

roTTTGT  Tl0Lne,0f  9G’  ^om  the  same  pool  on 
the  16th.  All  these  fish  had  sea  lice  on  them.  Kelts  are 
numerous,  but  most  of  them  have  got  on  their  silver  dress 
and  will  soon  fall  down  to  the  sea.— Nemo  ’ 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).-A  rapid"  change  of  weather 
materially  interfered  with  angling  during  the  week  On 
Wednesday  rain  began  falling  early,  and  continued  all 
day  almost  without  intermission.  In  conseouence  the 
river  rose  rapidly  until  it  reached  a  height  not  seen  this 
season.  The  anglers  out  all  returned  blank.  T  Thursday 
the  river  had  considerably  fallen,  but  still  too  high  All 
the  six  rods  were  out.  Mr.  Parker  on  No.  1  got  a  sal  men 
of  Gib  (the  smallest  seen  this  season),  and  Mr.  Buckley  got 
one  of  91b  on  No .  2.  Friday  was  very  cold,  snow  falling 
heavily  all  day.  One  fish  only  was  got  by  Mr.  Parker  on 
Kildonan.  The  river  was  again  too  high  on  Saturday  in 
consequence  of  the  snow  melting  on  the  hills  during  the 
night,  and  again  only  one  salmon  was  got  bv  a  local  I 
No.  2  of  101b.  Monday,  the  16th,  was  an  Ixcellent  angling 
day,  and  the  river  in  grand  ply.  On  No.  1  the  Rev  r 
McMillan  got  three  salmon,  average  101b.  On  No  2  Maior 
Lamsontwoof  91b.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Rutherford  got"  oneJ of 
101b.  On  No.  4  Mr.  Pilkington  got  one  of  151b  Tn  To  5 
Mr.  Parker  got  one  of  81b.,  and  on  Kildonan  Mr.  C  H 
Akroyd,  five  salmon,  average  91b.  Tuesday  was  another 
splendid  day  as  regards  weather,  as  well  as  a  good  day  for 
anglers.  On  No.  1  Major  Lamson  got  six  fish  of  an  aveWo-e 
weight  of  841b  On  No.  2  Mr.  Richard  Rutherford  got 
three  of  81b.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Pilkington  got  one  of  91b  On 
No.  4  Mr.  Parker  got  one  of  81b  On  No  5  Mr  C  H 
Akroyd  got  six  salmon  averaging  91b.,  and  on  No"  6  iru' 
donan,  Mr.  McMillan  got  four  of  91b.  each.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  tried  but  only  a  few  small  yellow  trout  hivl 
been  got.  Kelt  trout  are  numerous,  and  it  is  a  pity  they 
are  allowed  to  be  killed.— S.  C.  H *  B-v 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay  Hotel  Water)  -On  the  isil 
Mr.  Cox  caught  a  salmon,  221b.;  Capt.  Berkeley  salmon 
181b.  On  reserved  water,  Mrs.  Athole  McGregor’  salnion 
141b.;  Mr.  Montague  Campbell,  salmon,  201  II  On  19th 
hotel  water,  Mr.  Ivendrew,  salmon,  221b.;  Mr  C  Ren  wick 
salmon,  161b.— Knight.  ’  '  tenwick, 

Lochness  and  River  Oich  (Fort  Augustus  Hotel)  - 

I  his  water  has  been  m  very  good  flood  during  the  opening 
week,  and  the  following  catches  have  been  made ?-Thf 
llth  was  too  stormy  for  the  lake,  but  on  the  river  Mr  Lucas 
had  one  salmon,  101b.;  and  Capt.  Rolfe  had  anotherof  the 
same  weight ;  unfortunately  a  few  large  fish  were  Insf  X, 
being  hooked.  On  the  12th  Capt.  Ind  had  onion  thf river 
9  b.;  and  Mr.  Annan  had  two  off  the  loch,  171b.  and  voib’ 
Iishing  river  Oich  on  the  13th.  Capt.  Ind  had  a  nice  fiT 
191b  ;  and  Mr.  Lucas  one  of  111b.  Mr.  Annan  trolling  on 
Lochness,  on  the  llth,  had  one,  111b.;  and  Mr  Davis  same 
water,  two,  151b.  and  131b.  respectively  Trolling  on’ I  och 
n6aS  (17  th),  Capt.  Rolfe  had  two  fish,  81b.  and" 91b  • 

and  Mr  Annan  on  same  water,  had  two,  151b.  aml  11b 
Ihe  anglers  on  the  river  were  unfortunate  enough  to  lose 
several  arge  fish.  The  river  is  in  good  flood,  and  we  haw 
expectations  of  good  sport.— Hison.  we  I1;lvc 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)-As  m  e 
dieted  in  last  week’s  report,  the  angling  on  this  w-FiGG 
the  first  week  far  exceeds  last  seasoSgand  as  there  isT 
good  flood  on  the  ri  ver  and  all  appearance  of  abundance  of 
fish  a  good  record  is  expected.  The  llth  inst.  was  exceed 
ingly  stormy  and  angling  on  Loch  Oich  was  out  of  the 
question  as  no  boat  could  live  on  it  that  day.  However  there 
was  g9od  sport  got  on  the  river.  Six  salmon  were  grand 
wc.g  nng  respec  n-eiy  151b„  151b.,  131b„  121b.,  9?bGdSh 
On  the  12th  inst.  two  salmon  were  got  on  the  river  t 
on  the  loch.  On  the  1.3th  inst.  four  Tc  Gi  nn  im1  V° 
the  heaviest  weighing  191b.,  and  five  were  |ot  Tthe  1  Jch 

S”»t,  ™fai.Nfl8h  not  »» «» ■tfWs&'S? 

caught  salmon,  201b. ;  on  the  17th  Captain  llerkeiefrkeljr 
salmon,  251b. ;  Mr.  Cox,  caught  threfTlJ K^efghinl 
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251b.,  171b.,  and  161b.;  Mr.  Markeston,  one  salmon,  281b.;  also 
on  tho  river  Lyon,  Mr.  Markeston,  caught  on  Friday,  the 
13th  inst.,  two*  salmon  weighing  191h.  and  171b. ;  11th,  one 
salmon,  1141b. ;  16th,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  the  reserved 
water,  the  Marchioness  of  Breadalbane  caught  salmon,  201b. 
—Knight.  ,  .  , 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— Some  grand  sport  has 
been  enjoyod  on  Loch  Tay  this  week,  and  with  good 
weather  it  promises  to  be  good  for  a  while,  as  they  are 
without  doubt  plenty  of  beautiful  chan-run  fish.  Not  a 
spot  of  disease  has  been  seen  as  yet.  Mr.  Lester  on  the  12th 
inst.,  got  a  forty-one  pounder,  and  other  good  takes  are  to 

hand.  _ _  ,  . 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of),  Killin.-On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water  : — Feb.  12,  Mr.  Wilson,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  201b. ; 
13th,  one,  151b.;  14th,  one,  10lb. ;  16th,  one,  151b.  Feb.  12, 
Mrs.  Baylcy,  two  salmon,  151b.  and  171b.;  14th,  one,  191b. ; 
17th,  one,  181b.  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Bayley,  one  salmon,  281b. ; 
17th,  one,  171b.  Feb.  12,  Dr.  Weeks,  one  salmon,  191b. ;  13th, 
one,  181b. ;  14th,  two,  121b.  and  231b  ;  16th,  two,  171b.  and 
211b. ;  17th,  two,  1  lib.  and  161b.  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Leister,  two 
salmon,  15lb.  and  411b. ;  16th,  two,  171b.  and  251b.  ;  1 7 t-li, 
three,  151b.,  151b.,  and  191b.  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Agnew,  two 
salmon,  15lb.  and  171b.  On  the  Bridge  of  Loch  Tay  Hotel 
water ; — Feb.  13,  Mr.  Richmond,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  14th, 
three,  191b.,  201b„  and  231b.  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Wyper,  one 
salmon,  121b.  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Midwood,  three  salmon,  181b., 
181b.,  and  181b.— Alpine  McAlpine. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— During  the  past  week 
salmon  angling  was  almost  nil,  owing  to  the  stormy  nature 
of  the  weather.  Snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  half-a-foot  and  a 
drift  set  in ;  the  roads  were  so  impassable  that  mails  had 
to  be  conveyed  on  horseback.  On  Friday  night  a  thaw 
commeoced,  and  resulted  in  heavy  spates.  The  only  sport 
obtained  so  far  as  known  was  as  follows  :  On  the  7th  inst., 
Mr.  Dennison,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  landed  two  fish ;  and  on  the 
18th,  Sir  J.  Edwards  Moss.  Borgie,  caught  one.— W.  1.  B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Most  of  the  South  of  Scotland 
rivers  are  now  open  for  trout  fishing.  The  Kirkcudbright¬ 
shire  Dee  opened  on  Wednesday  of  last  week  for  salmon 
net  fishing,  and  some  fine  fish  were  caught  in  the  Tongland 
division.  The  Border  Esk  opened  on  Monday  in  that 
portion  below  Canonbie,  hut  the  whole  of  the  Esk  will  not 
be  open  until  the  15th  of  March.  The  number  of  clean 
salmon  in  the  river  is  small  as  yet,  and  the  prospects  are 
not  good  for  the  coming  week  owing  to  the  low  and  clear 
state  of  the  water.  The  disease  in  this  river  among  salmon 
has  been  very  much  smaller  than  for  some  years  past,  only 
about  thirty  fish  having  been  removed  from  the  river  by 
the  watchers  since  the  New  Year.  A  meeting  of  anglers 
who  advocate  “free  fishing”  in  the  Nith  was  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  Dumfries,  on  Monday,  when  it  was  resolved 
to  issue  tickets  to  angle  in  the  Burgh’s  portion  of  the  river, 
and  the  secretary  was  authorised  to  have  two  thousand 
tickets  printed.  The  Annan  will  be  open  for  the  season  on 
Wednesday  morning.  The  riparian  proprietors  who  have 
leased  the  lower  waters  from  the  proprietor  have  taken  olt 
all  nets.  There  will  now  be  no  net  fishing  in  the  entire 
length  of  the  river  except  a  small  portion  extending  tor 
about  a  mile  on  the  Hightae  section  near  Lochmaben. 
This  withdrawal  of  nets  is  expected  to  prove  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  river.  Visitors  will  now  enjoy  some  fair  sport 
at  a  small  cost.  Licences  for  the  lower  water  at  Annan 
will  be  issued  at  one  guinea  for  the  whole  season,  r  rom 
May  1  till  August  31,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence ;  from 
September  1  to  the  close  of  the  season  on  November  15,  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence.  For  those  who  desire  a  weekly 
ticket  the  charge  will  be  two  shillings  and  sixpence.  Any- 
one  acquainted  with  the  river  will  agree  that  the  tickets 
are  extremely  moderate  ;  in  fact  it  is  the  cheapest  and  best 
hit  of  angling  in  the  South  of  Scotland  for  the  outlay. 
Heatherbell.  ,  , ,  . 

Stenness  (Orkney).— Trout  fishing  commenced  on  this 
loch,  on  Feb.  1st,  under  more  favourable  auspices  than 
during  any  season  for  a  long  period,  although  we  don  t 
expect  to  hear  of  good  baskets  till  J  une.  More  trout  have 
been  seen  ascending  to  tho  redds  than  on  any  former 
season,  and  which  is  very  unusual,  several  have  been  seen 
on  the  spawning  beds,  as  late  as  the  opening  week  in  I  eb. 
—Norseman.  .  ..  . 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel).— The  following  are  particulars 
of  sport  on  this  hotel’s  Tay  fishings  for  week  up  to  Mondaj 
last :— Monday,  on  the  Murtlily  water,  Mr.  John  Millar, 
one  of  Mr.  Cesari’s  boatmen,  killed  a  splendid  newly-:' m 
salmon  of  201b.;  Tuesday,  on  the  Delvine  water,  Mr.  T. 
Macarthur,  fishing  for  Mr.  Cesari,  had  one  salmon  of  101b. ; 
Wednesday,  on  the  Murthly  water,  Mr.  Collier,  Dundee, 
succeeded  in  landing  a  beauty  of  171b. ;  Friday,  IN ar 
Admiral  Walker,  The  Hall,  Beverly,  \  orlcshire,  caught  a 
salmon  of  191b.  on  the  Murthly  water,  and  on  the  same 
heat  on  Saturday  a  fine  new  run  salmpn  weighing  101b. ; 
Monday,  on  the  Murthly  water,  Admiral  \V  alker  had 
another  of  101b.,  and  on  the  Hotel  water  Mr.  Sanderson 
Berwick-on-Twced,  had  one  salmon  of  121b.  Total  for  tho 
week  981b.  The  water  is  in  capital  ply,  and  fish  are  very 
plentiful.— R.  Oasari.  _ , 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  is  still  in  good  ply,  and  a  good 
many  fish  are  being  got  with  the  rods,  notwithstanding  the 
continued  netting.  The  weather  is  exceptionally  iijie. 

Thurso  (Brawl  Castle).— The  snowstorm  on  the  11th 
put  an  end  to  angling  for  the  remainder  of  the  week.  A 
thaw  set  in  on  Friday,  bringing,  the  river  down  in  spate , 
by  Monday  it  had  subsided  considerably  and  five  rods  were 
out,  but  all  were  blank  except  Lord  Westbury,  on  No.  4 
beat;  he  got  two  fine  new-run  salmon,  weighing  191b.  and 
141b.  On  Tuesday  he  fished  No.  3  beat,  and  was  again  suc¬ 
cessful  in  getting  two  new-run  fish,  weighing  111b.  and  8*lb. 
Mr  Merry  got  one  on  No.  6  beat  weighing  101b.;  and  Mr.  u. 
got  one  on  No.  7  beat,  101b.  The  river  is  now  ingood  order, 
and  clean  fish  are  to  he  seen  in  all  the  beats.  I  lie  bag  nets 
in  the  bay  are  doing  very  little ;  only  four  salmon  were  got 
up  till  Saturday.  -A.  H.  „ 

Tweed  and  Teviot  (Kelso).— Since  the  opening  of  the 
salmon-rod  angling  on  these  rivers  the  condition  ot  the 
water  has  been,  generally  speaking,  all  that  could  be  de¬ 
sired  for  the  prosecution  of  the  gentle  art.  During  the  rust 
week  only  a  few  rods  were  out,  and  not  much  success  was 
to  be  recorded  ;  but  on  the  whole  the  amount  of  lisli  killed 
since  the  beginning  of  the  season  cannot  but  be  considered 
as  satisfactory.  At  the  present  time  minnow  angling  is 
feasible,  and  is  being  tried  with  much  success  on  all  the 
casts.  Occasionally  we  have  too  much  bright  weather, 
with  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  morning.  1  he  first  fish  ot  the 
season  was  killed  on  the  Brigham  water.  Sport  during  the 
present  week  has  been  good,  the  weather  conditions  prov¬ 
ing  favourable.  On  the  Teviot  a  fairly  good  start  has  been 
made  for  the  season,  two  fine  clean  spring  salmon  having 
been  killed.  The  net  fishings  opened  on  Monday,  and  wit  h 
very  gratifying  success,  the  number  got  on  the  opening 
day  being  larger  than  for  many  years  back.  Messrs. 
Holmes  and ISon,  Berwick-on-Twced,  had  over  seventy 
salmon  and  thirty  trout  during  the  first  day  s  fishing,  and 


the  Berwick  Salmon  Fishery  Company  about  a  score  of 
salmon  and  half-a-dozen  trout.  These  takes  are  most 
satisfactory.— Maxwheel, 


Irish.  Reports. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).— Fishing  is  yet  fiat  in 
the  East  Tyrone  rivers.  In  the  Ballinderry,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  week,  a  few  brace  of  pike  were  taken  by  Mossrs. 
Cooke,  Arte,  and  Ferguson ;  but  pike  and  perch  arc  fast 
losing  condition,  as  this  river  is  a  very  early  one.  In  the 
Newmills  water  a  little  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the 
number  of  heavy  fish  ascending  to  the  higher  reaches.  Mr. 
George  Davis  has  had  fairly  good  baskets  of  perch  m  the 
Corland  reaches.  In  the  Blackwater  (Co.  lyrone),  Mr. 
Colquhoun  informs  me  that  bream  are  well  on  the  feed, 
and  that  he  has  had  ten  brace  recently.  Nightly  frosts 
still  continue,  and  most  of  the  rivers  are  below  winter  level. 
Groat] preparations  are  being  made  for  the  opening  day 
(1st  March)  of  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  by  the  local 
anglers.— East  Tyrone.  .  , 

Bundrowes. — The  run  of  now  fish  which  took  place  last 
week  has  not  been  exceeded  for  many  years  at  this  sea¬ 
son,  hut:  owing  to  the  weather  being  very  fine  tor  some 
time  past,  the  river  was  rather  low  and  but  few  places 
were  fishable,  else  the  returns  would  have  been  much 
larger.  Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  Tuesday,  on  the  upper  waters, 
one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  D.  Macgowan,  on  Wednesday,  one 
salmon,  lO^lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gallaher,  on  Thursday,  at  the  same 
place,  one  of  llilb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gilbride,  on  Thursday,  on  the 
upper  waters,  one,  1111b.,  and  lost  another.  A  considerable 
number  of  last  week’s  run  of  fish  went  clean  through  to 
the  lake  (Melvin),  and  in  consequence  good  early  fishing  is 
expected  there. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Many  clean  salmon  are 
now  ascending  the  river  with  every  tide,  but  owing  to 
frosts  at  night,  anglers  are  not  so  successful  as  they  might 
have  been  if  more  genial  weather  set  in.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
George  Flynn  killed  a  nice  springer,  weighing  13  db., 
after  playing  it  for  a  long  time.  On  Monday,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Pery  had  a  nice  fresh-run  fish,  weighing  141b.  ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  one,  12Jlb.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Gallagher  had  a 
fish  of  1011b. ;  he  also  hooked  and  lost  another  of  about  the 
same  weight.  Trout  fishers  on  the  Bunrie  and  Lower 
Moy  do  fairly  well  during  the  few  warm  hours  about  mid¬ 
day,  when  some  nice  baskets  of  fish  are  got.  1  he  run  of 
clean  salmon  to  the  weirs  is  still  far  above  the  average  of 
other  years.  Rivers  and  loughs  are  in  splendid  fishing 
order.— Frank  Hearns.  ,  « 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). -Four  tine 
springers  were  killed  at  Castle  Connel,  on  Saturday  last,  so 
that  Killaloe  anglers  may  expect  to  meet  a  few  of  the  new 
arrivals  from  the  Atlantic  any  day  now.  N  one  ot  the 
English  fishermen  who  have  rented  waters  here  for  the 
season  have  yet  arrived;  but  I  understand  some  of  them 
will  turn  up  in  a  few  days,  say  about  March  1.  So  far  as 
present  appearances  go,  everything  is  full  of  promise  ot 
more  than  average  sport  being  realised.  I  he  big  pike  are 
now  busy  on  the  spawning  grounds  along  the  lake  shores. 
Some  huge  beasts  were  seen  at  the  Killaloe  end  ot  the  lake 
this  week.  In  low  water  they  may  be  discerned  chasing 
each  other  just  as  the  salmon  do  during  the  season  ot  pro¬ 
creation.  The  pike  fishing  on  Lough  Derg,  last  autumn  and 
winter,  was  excellent.  Since  writing  the  above,  a  fresh 
run  salmon  of  301b.  has  been  killed  on  Major  irahern  s 
water,  by  1  Patsy  Ryan  and  WTilliam  logarty.  fe.  J. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— Lord  Ashtown 
had  good  sport  on  his  waters  at  Glenaheiry.  On  Saturday 
he  killed  three  salmon,  151b.,  151b.,  and  81b.,  and  on  Monday 
two  more,  171b.  and  181b.,  on  small  peal  flies,  Jock  Scott 
and  Dusty  Miller.  At  Marlfield,  Mr.  VV.  Oughten  got  two 
salmon,  201b.  and  21ilb.  Some  large  salmon  were  got  in 
the  nets ;  one  at  Ferry  Bank  weighed  361b.  Trout  fishing 
is  improving,  We  want  rain  badly;  the  water  is  getting 
too  low  and.  clear. — Richard  Bradford. 

Watervillc  Lake  (County  Kerry).— Sport  lias  been 
poor,  but  the  weather  has  been  rather  unfavourable  tor 
angling  for  the  past  week.  On  Tuesday,  last  week,  Michael 
Brennan  caught  a  salmon,  12Jlb.;  on  Thursday,  Colonel 
Rogers,  one,  1511b.;  on  Monday  last  Michael  Brennan 
caught  a  salmon,  but  I  did  not  get  the  weight  at  time  ot 
writing.  Weather  at  present  indicates  rain,  which  would 
improve  prospects, — T.  J.  Dennehy. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association  was  held 
at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  of  Leeds,  the  president,  in  the  chair.  I  here 
was  a  large  attendance.  „ ,  r  ,rr  ,  , , 

The  first  annual  report  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  vv .  Addyman, 
of  Leeds,  one  of  the  hon.  secs.  The  council  congratulated 
the  association  on  the  progress  made  during  the  year. 
There  were  nine  life  members,  sixty -eight  affiliated  clubs 
embracing  about  5,000  members,  and  seventy-four  indivi¬ 
dual  members  of  the  association.  At  the  outset  the  council 
resolved  that  the  best  mode  of  advancing  the  objects  ot  the 
association  was  to  establish  district  centres  and  cnstrict 
councils,  and  accordingly  district  centres  had.  been  formed 
at  Manchester,  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  \  ork,  Bolton,  Black¬ 
burn,  and  Stockton  ;  while  efforts  have  been  made  to 
establish  others  at  Carlisle,  Windermere,  Malton  and 
Leyburn.  The  question  of  improved  railway  facilities  tor 
anglers  had  been  taken  in  hand,  and  negotiations  with  the 
railway  companies  had  led  the  council  to  conclude  that 
those  bodies  would,  prefer  to  deal  with  the  association  as  a 
body  rather  than  with  independent  clubs.  With  respect 
to  the  granting  of  fishing  rights  on  corporation  reservoiis, 
the  council  were  urging  upon  various  conservancy  boards 
the  advisability  of  spending  the  income  trom  trout 
lisensing  in  the  more  direct  advancement  ot  the  interests 
of  fishermen.  Reference  was  made  to  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
John  Fell,  of  Windermere,  to  open  up,  preserve,  and  stock 
the  magnificent  waters  of  the  lake  district.  .... 

The  council  were  co-operating  with  him  within  then 
limits,  and  there  seemed  a  likelihood  that  their  labours 
would  result  in  the  formation  of  a  powerful  angling 

a  Tim  balance  sheet,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  George  Sykes, 
of  Huddersfield,  showed  a  balance  ot  oyer  tlo. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  adopted. 

In  the  course  of  an  address  the  president,  refen  ing  to  the 
pollution  of  streams,  said  it  was  a  large  question,  and  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  Mve  associa-ticon  would,  bo  . 
to  deal  with  it  at  all  successfully,  because  he  was  afraid 
before  they  had  got  very  far  they  would  ha\  e  exhausted 
their  funds  and  patience,  and  probably  s t0I?P<r A  ° '  r ' 

isotion  entirely.  He  supposed,  however,  that  before  long 
the  subject  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  legislature, 
and  in  a  much  more  effective  manner  than  they  could  deal 


with  it.  Adverting  to  the  question  of  stocking,  he  said 

through  the  efforts  of  two  members  of  the  council  a 
hatchery  had  been  established  for  Lancashire,  and  during 
the  year  some  remarkably  fine  yearling  trout  had  been 
raised,  running  up  in  some  cases  to  more  than  seven  inches 
long.  A  largo  number  had  been  turned  into  the  streams 
and  come  so  far  south  as  Preston.  The  idea  was  started 
about  a  year  ago,  and  they  were  now  in  a  position  to  turmnto 
the  waters  of  the  different  clubs  something  like  5,000  trout, 
many  of  them  fit  for  the  rod  and  line.  In  Yorkshire  a  good 
few  millions  had  been  turned  in,  which  showed  what 
individual  clubs  could  do  at  their  own  expense,  and  it 
brought  them  to  the  very  important  question  of  the  totally 
inadequate  protection  afforded  by  the  law.  This  was  a 
matter  which  the  association  would  have  to  devote 
its  attention  to,  because  it  seemed  unreasonable  that  after 
spending  thousands  of  pounds  on  the  improvement  of  the 
different  waters,  the  moment  the  fish  were  placed  in  those 
waters  they  were  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  poachers.  It 
was  simply  a  question  of  means.  If  they  could  improve 
these  waters  by  lessening  the  number  of  coarse  fish  and 
increasing  the  number  of  game  fish  they  would  have  accom¬ 
plished  something,  but  they  would  never  do  any  good  until 
they  succeeded  in  getting  the  law  relating  to  coarse  fishing 
and  salmon  fishing  altered,  so  as  to  have  arrangement  of 
the  close  time  and  further  protection.  Why  should  the 
law  make  such  a  distinction  between  a  pheasant,  a  salmon 
and  a  trout?  Most  men  who  possessed  pheasant  courts 
retained  them  for  their  own  use,  and  as  a  rule  let  their 
fishing.  Why,  he  did  not  know,  except  it  was  that  the 
shooting  was  easier.  (Laughter.)  Speaking  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  railway  facilities,  Mr.  Pritt  said  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  companies  would  not  be  averse  to  issuing 
cheap  tickets  on  condition  that  a  proper  guarantee  was 
given  of  the  bona-fide  membership  of  some  club  of  the 
persons  using  them.  (Applause.) 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  Mr. 
Pritt  being  re-elected  president,  and  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts 
vice-president.  ..... 

By  an  amendment  of  the  rules  the  districts  were  given 
more  adequate  representation  on  the  council. 

The  members  took  tea  together  at  the  close  of  the  meet, 
ing.  _ 

THE  CANTERBURY  STOUR  FISHERY  PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION. 

[Extracts  from  the  Report  Presented  at  the 
Meeting  on  February  19.] 

“  In  presenting  the  fourth  report  of  the  association  we 
are  pleased  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  loss  to  the 
funds  of  fully  €30  by  discontinuing  to  solicit  public^  sub- 
scriptions  and  donations,  the  association  has  been  able  to 
meet  the  year  s  expenses  and  also  to  reduce  the  outstanding 
accounts  of  1889  by  ;€15  2s.  5d.  forming  part  of  the 
item  €39  in  last  year’s  balance  sheet.  In  connection 
with  the  retirement  of  the  late  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  G.  II. 
Delasaux)  whose  duties  have  unfortunately  called  him 
from  Canterbury,  and  whose  past  exertions  in  the  interest 
of  this  association  are  too  well-known  to  need  any  further 
comment  beyond  the  extreme  regret  felt  at  the  loss  ot  so 
excellent  an  officer,  it  is  proposed  he  he  elected  hon.  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  society  in  recognition  of  his  valued  services. 

“  The  sport  of  last  season  was  considerably  improved  in 
both  the  free  and  subscription  water  by  the  continued  in¬ 
troduction  of  two-year-old  trout.  A  few  grayling  of  about 
Jib.  have  been  seen  during  the  autumn.  The  netting  of 
pike  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  \v  inter,  fifty-two 
pike  from  Hlb.  to  101b.  weight  having  been  destroyed. 
Trout  of  Jib.  to  lib.  being  found  in  them  in  several 
instances,  it  is  intended  to  continue  netting  until  the  open- 

1Q“  Tim  rear  ing  of  fry  has  proved  a  much  greater  success 
than  any  previous  season,  a  large  number  of  yearlings  up 
to  6in.  in  length  now  occupying  the  nursery,  which  are 
about  to  be  transferred  to  the  yearling  pond,  there  to  be 
safeguarded  against  their  numerous  enemies  for  another 
year  before  being  turned  into  the  open  river.  # 

“  Timely  precautions  taken  at  the  nursery  by  increasing 
the  flow  of  water,  and  various  oi.ior  devices,  have  Pre¬ 
vented  any  very  serious  losses  among  them  durin0  the  long 
continued  severity  of  the  frost.  The 
(thanks  to  Captain  Austin,  who  has  again  kindly  placed  a 
portion  of  his  hatchery  at.  our  service)  is  also  progressing 
satisfactorily,  from  which  ve  may  reasonably  expect  a 
good  supply  of  fry,  so  that  the  society  will  be  relieved  ot 
the  great  expense  of  purchasing  both  yearlings  Mid  two- 
year-olds  in  the  ensuing  season;  it  is  consequently,  consi¬ 
dered  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of  these  circum¬ 
stances  by  purchasing  a  good  stock  of  tjc.  o-y  ?  ^ 

this  winter  or  the  prospect  of  sport  for  the  following 
season  must  be  indifferent.  Several  fishing  members  have 
voluntarily  offered  to  contribute  towards  a  sAec^l 
fund  for  this  season,  as  it  is  considered  of 
nortance  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  fishing  that 
the  waters  should  be  well-stocked  in  the  early  days, 
which  will"  we  trust,  be  furnished  in  the  future  by  our  own 

nl*,rffov iewing  the  progress  of  protecting  the  river  Stour 
during  the  past  four  years  it  will  be  seen  withsatisfaction 
Mvit  the  manv  miles  of  the  river  from  (  hilham  to  Plucks 
Gutter  are  now  under  a  well  organised  form  of  protection 
by  the  various  societies  and  land  owners,  each  doing  their 
utmost  not  only  to  break  up  the  bands  of  poachers  I'ho 
have  for  so  many  yeaishad  practically  full  possession  ot 
the  citv  and  lower  waters,  but  are  greatly  increasing  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river.  The  Fordwich  and  Grove  I  eriy 
Anglin"  Club  under  the  able  management  of  the  Rev.  E. 
T  Sk  hon  sec.?  whose  latest  scheme  is  to  organise  a 
foYm  of  joint  protection  with  tho 

bourne  Society  over  the  whole  of  thf  Lfftle  Stonr  deserv  es 
the  greatest  encouragement,  as  the  welfare  or  tnis  last 

nmnod  society  is  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  C  b.I.I’.A. 

namea  society  ““AT  waters  •  we  trust  therefore  that  sup- 
nort  wifi  behgiven  it  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  fishing 
of  ?h^S tour  generally.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  day 

from  estuary  to  source. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

Tttf  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 

less  ft  wAte* 

Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks.— 
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Thomas  Sudron,  for  “Improvements  in  the  construction  of 
gangway  rollers  specially  applicable  to  steam  trawlers.” 

«•.  Y.  Clark,  of  4,  South-street,  Finsbury,  London,  for  “An 
improved  joint  or  fastening  for  conecting  landing  net 
handles  to  thoir  rings  and  the  parts  of  fishing  rods  and 
for  other  purposes  where  such  joints  arc  required.” 

J.  Richardson,  151,  High-street,  Notting  Hill,  London,  for 
Improvements  in  artificial  baits.” 

S.  Macey,  Fern  Bank,  Bromsgrove-road,  Redditch,  for 
Improvements  inartificial  baits  for  fishing.” 

Hardy,  of  Hope  Lodge,  Alnwick,  for  “  Improvements  in 
fishing  reels  and  other  winches.” 

J.  Stretch  and  A.  Milne,  of  I'nited  States,  for  “Improve¬ 
ments  in  fish-hooks,” 

P.  Geen,  of  Davenham  Lodge,  for  “Improvements  in  snin 
ners  for  spinning  natural  fish.” 

W  Hardy  and  J.  J.  Hardy,  of  London  and  North  British 
Works,  Alnwick,  for  Improvements  in  fishing  rod  line 
guides  or  rings. 


SHREWSBURY  SEVERN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
,ury  Severn  Angling  Society,  an  institution  whose 
J,n  the  past  jn  regard  to  the  preservation 
restocking  of  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrews- 
tmT  i ' °iCal  ang'ers  should  sincerely  appreciate,  was  held  at 
9tnh  room,  on  Thursday,  the  12th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Morris 
TVm,?n.?  (hose  present  were  Messrs.  A.  Gill,  W. 
Bulchard,  J.  Pritchard,  J.  E.  Smith  H  Atkin  I) 

F°nHa^e?r  ?mf’  H'  (?e??u11’  W’  Lee-  '*'•  Richards,' 
fv-P1 agger.  J.  Jones,  G.  Gregory,  H.  Brown,  &c.  The 

fwrman  congratulated  the  society  upon  the  fact  that 
Hiere  was  such  an  exceUent  attendance  at  the  meeting,  re 
marking  that  he  did  not  think  that  they  had  ever  held  a 
and  representative  one.  The  statement  of 
*™^,UIY-S  .  tFe,Pa?,t.  year  showed  a  balance  in  hand 

8d‘  The  ehairman  speaking  upon  it 
[e^a^ed  that  there  were  one  or  two  items  in  the  expendi¬ 
ture  which  would  not  occur  in  the  future. 

Jn  reply  to  Mr.  Hagger,  the  chairman  said  that  Mr 
Hammonds  gave  the  society  5d.  per  lb.,  for  eels  takine-  all 
that  they  obtained.  He  added  that  a  suggestion  had  been 

SadeoiaS-t0iFhether  it;  would  not  be  possible  to  dispose  of 
tbe  same  way  as  they  were  sold  byretail  dealers 
m1uieQt0Wn  ;,but  lfc  was  thought  that  this  plan  would  entail 
lAnL  nff  ex.pease,  and  it  would  be  more  trouble  to 
beworth 1  thG  SaleS  th&n  the extra  amount  obtained  would 

Mr.  Atkin  then  proposed,  Mr.  Hagger  seconded  and  if 
was  resolved,  that  the  balance  sheet  be  adopted.  Ten  new 
nere  unanimously  elected,  including  the  mayor 
of  Shrewsbury  (Geo.  J.  Holt,  Esq.),  and  Mr  F  J 

mulerThat  name).Celebrated  ^  °f  tea  dealers  wbo  ***' 
^Mr.  A.Gillproposedfkt  the  Mayor  of  Shrewsbury  be 
elected  president  of  the  society  for  the  ensuing  year''  rc- 

fnavfelha  MF;,  ?olt.  jlad  expressed  his  willingness  to  do 
arjy thing  he  could  to  aid  the  society. 

I  he  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Richards  and  ce 

ii  ii  (iiHlUOUSiy . 

Willi'a Proposing  the  re-election  of  Mr.  J. 
Sff  l-be  hon.  sec.  of  the  society,  said  he  was  sure  that 
lAAir0®00  c°uld.npt  be  in  better  hands,  because  no  man 
took  a  greater  interest  m  angling  and  the  work  of  the 
society  than  he  did.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Brown  seconding  the  motion,  it  was  cordially  passed 
of  Mr’  Pritchard,  seconded  by  Mr 
,  Mr.  Gill  was  re-appointed  treasurer,  and  the  old 
committee  was  then  re-elected,  its  members  being-— 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Morris,  S.  M.  Morris,  J.  Hawley  Edwards 
Smith7  °Wn’  J‘  Fox’  G*  1  ^oves,  and  Henry 

Mr.  Jones  proposed,  Mr.  GiU  seconded,  and  it  was  rp- 
A?Vvfd’  that  Mr.  R.  F.  M.  Wood  be  elected  a  vice-president 
t1'®  so^ety.  Mr.  Hagger  proposed  that  a  vote  of  thanks 
be  awiouledto^the  retiring  president,  Major-Gen.  the  Hon 

„  ,IaJeL0n1ding'th?1moitior?- thehon.  sec.  said  that  the  society 
never  had  a  president  who  had  taken  a  greater  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  society  than  Gen.  Herbert,  and  he  was 
sure  that  had  there  been  any  special  work  for  him  to  have 
undertaken  during  his  year  of  office,  he  would  have  done 
it  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  motion 
was  heartily  carried.  mo  non 

Mr.  Williams  proposed,  Mr.  Gill  seconded,  and  it  was 

ATAcir=df  ihat  J  o-0te  of  thaaks be  accorded  to  the  auditors 
Messrs.  Lea  and  Simpson,  who  were  re-elected  [Similar  com 
phments  were  paid  the  secretary  and  treasurer  each  of 
whom  was  re-elected.  eacn  ot 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Pritchard,  seconded  bv  Mr 
Richards,  it  was  resolved  that  there  should  be  three  club 
outings  held  during  the  forthcoming  season;  and  it  was 
arranSeuients  for  such  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  to  carry  out.  Lne 

t  St ggested  that  arrangements  should  be  made 

to  hold  monthly  angling  gatherings  irrespective  of  thr* 
“!  Club  excursions,  and. that  applications  should  be 
made  to  different  gentlemen  in  the  county  for  the  privi  Wo 
Thus  by  the  co-operation  of  members 
they  would  have  cheap  as  well  as  eniovable  on  finery 
Lee  thought  if  this  suggestion  were  carried  out  they  would 

theDsocfe?yg  t0°  mUCh  Up°n  private  flsh<*y  ^ the name of 

Mr.  Jones  (Wellington)  said  that  there  were  several 
ff^emen  m-  ^ls.^iei&tlbourhood  who  would  be  glad  to 
allow  the  society  the  use  of  their  waters.  He  thought  that 
society  should  provide  the  members  with  such 
advantages  The  chairman  said  that  the  obiect  of  the 
2^  was  to  get  the  fishing  as  good  as  possible,  within  is 
S?®n&lde,Pf1  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury.  He  agreed 
that  thej  should  have  monthly  outings,  and  thought  that  -i 
certain  day  in  each  month  should  be  fixed  for  this  ' purnose 
It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  this  suggestion  should  he 
carried  out.  Speaking  of  the  arran|ements  at  the 
hatchery,  the  secretary  said  they  had  not  yet  sufficient 
?v'a  la  bhc  boxes.  Last  year  they  managed  to  collect  a 
large  amount  of  ova,  and  this  was  hatched  successfully 
the  fry  being  subsequently  turned  into  the  river  This 

and  6,000  from  Mr! ft  TV<Ed  ^Of  the^sh"’ 

Dingle,  they  had  discovered  that  three  o?fom  hundred  fish 
were  in  good  condition,  and  from  these  about  1  500  eess 
had  been  taken.  If  more  extensive  and  convenifnt 
arrangements  were  made,  however,  at  the  Dingle  thev 
wuwo  £bta*n  as  much  as  60,000  ova  from  that  place’  Mr 
Wfihs  Bund,  he  was  pleased  to  report,  had  promised  to  he 
'ba™1  to  the  society,  and  he  had  asked  that  gentleman  for 

thS^rthc]cfei?SdinSS  tC™inatcd  A  SWS 


THE  YORK  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
Lecture  by  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Last  night,  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  assembled  in 
large  numbers  in  the  Merchants’  Hall,  York,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Y’ork  Angling  Association,  to  listen  to  a 
lecture  by  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  on  “Two 
Yorkshire  rivers,  the  Wharf e  and  the  Yroro.”  Captain 
Key,  the  president  of  tbe  association,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  introduced  Mr.  Walbran,  who,  he  said,  gave  his  ser¬ 
vices  gratuitously, 

Mr.  Walbran,  who  was  very  cordially  received,  first 
treated  of  the  river  Wharfe,  whose  valley,  he  said,  was 
rivalled  by  few  others  in  England,  not  even  excepting 
Dovedale,  for  its  attractions  to  the  artist,  the  angler,  and 
the  naturalist.  The  audience  were  taken  in  imagination 
from  the  source  of  the  stream  to  Nun  Appleton,  where  it 
joined  the  Ouse,  and  were  treated  on  the  way  to  most 
interesting  descriptions  of  all  that  was  attractive  not 
only  to  the  “  rod  and  line”  men,  but  to  all  who  had  an  eye 
for  the  beautiful,  the  curious,  and  the  historical.  At 
Kilnsey,  we  were  told,  there  was  first-rate  trout  fishing. 
Grayling  did  not  exist  above  the  Emma  Falls,  but  below 
that  point  they  made  their  appearance.  Stone  fly-fishing 
was  very  satisfactory  at  Kilnsey,  and  a  pertinent  illustra¬ 
tion  of  this  was  furnished  in  a  handsome  dish  caught  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Reffitt  in  1881.  Passing  by  Grassington,  with 
its  angling  club,  Burnsall  was  touched,  and  allusion  was 
made  to  the  trout  and  grayling  fishing  to  be  obtained  there. 
Appletreewick  was  next  viewed,  and  below  it  was  the 
lofty  hills  known  as  Simon’s  Seat,  which  hemmed  in  the 
stream,  and  from  whose  summit  on  a  clear  day  views  of 
i  ork  and  Ripon  might  be  obtained.  The  most  beautiful 
and  interesting  portions  of  the  river,  Barden  Tower  and 
Bolton  Woods  were  then  referred  to  at  some  length,  and 
m  the  course  of  his.  observations  on  this  point  Mr. 
Walbram  called  attention  to  the  proposed  memorial  to  the 
late  James  Whittaker,  who  for  fifty  years  watched  the 
stream  for  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  stood  unequalled 
in  his  skill  in  deluding  the  spotted  trout  and  silver  gray¬ 
ling.  There  was  an  excellent  angling  club  at  llkley,  and 
the  water  from  llkley  Bridge  to  a  short  distance  below 
Ben  Rhydding  was  under  their  control.  Up  to  this  point 
the  Wharfe  was  absolutely  free  from  any  pollution,  but 
the  lecturer  regretted  to  say  that  at  llkley  the  mischief 
began.  There  were  some  sewage  beds  erected  below  the 
town,  and  either  because  they  were  not  sufficiently  large 
or  because  they  were  defective,  sewage  at  times  escaped 
into  the  river  and  poisoned  the  fish.  At  Otley  further 
pollutions  emanated  from  a  large  paper  mill,  and  from  the 
town  sewage,  but  steps  were  being  taken,  ho  was  pleased 
to  say,  to  obviate  the  evil.  The  Otley  Angling  Club  ruled 
the  water  from  Otley  to  Pool  Bridge,  with  the  exception 
of  a  pasture  or  two,  and  had  a  most  admirable  secretary 
in  Mr.  R.  M.  Pratt,  who  every  year  put  30,000  fry  into  the 
river.  Harewood  was  mentioned,  and  regret  was  ex¬ 
pressed  at  the  great  deterioration  in  grayling  fishing  there 
during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  At  Tadcaster  trout  and 
grayling  fishing  had  ceased,  but  at  Tadcaster  down  to 
Nun  Appleton  the  river  was  frequented  by  many  bottom 
fishermen.  The  course  of  the  Wharfe  having  now  been 
covered,  Mr.  Walbran,  after  a  short  interval,  traversed 
the  valley  of  the  Yore.  His  favourite  length  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Yore  was,  he  said,  MoorCock  and 
Thwaite  Bridge,  and  thence  to  the  junction  of  the  stream 
with  the  Cottor.  The  latter  part  was  in  places  open  and 
in  others  thickly  wooded,  and  the  best  method  of  fishing  it 
was  to  wade  up  stream  under  the  trees  and  use  a  light 
nine  feet  rod.  The  Hawes  Angling  Club  had  fourteen 
miles  of  the  Y'ore  and  its  tributaries,  and  provided  the 
cheapest  bit  of.  fishing  in  Y'orkshire.  Hack  Fall  was  a 
perfect  paradise  for  artists,  anglers,  and  botanists.  At  the 
Sand  stream  here  the  lecturer  caught  two  of  the  largest 
grayling  ever  caught  in  the  Y"ore.  He  caught  them  with 
stone  fly,  before  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  Act  came  into 
operation.  The  first  one,  which  he  caught  behind  a  stone, 
weighed  lib.  (ioz.,  and  in  the  next  throw  he  secured  its 
mate,  which  weighed  an  ounce  or  two  less.  To  fishermen 
who  wade,  Mr.  Walbran,  speaking  from  experience,  said 
that  there  was  no  more  dangerous  river  in  England  than 
the  Yore,  even  in  low  water.  Anyone  unacquainted  with 
the  river  might  be  wading  up  to  the  knees  one  moment, 
and  in  the  next  be  over  head  in  ten  or  twelve  feet  of 
water.  Another  danger  to  be  guarded  against  was  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  water  rose.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain 
in  the  west  or  a  sudden  thunderstorm  would  bring  a  flood 
when  perhaps  below  there  was  no  sign  whatever  of  rain. 
After  a  complimentary  allusion  to  the  Ripon  Angling 
Association,  Mr.  Walbran  concluded  his  view  of  Yoredale 
at  Boroughbridge,  where  very  good  mixed  fishing  might 
be  obtained,  and  where,  in  the  autumn,  if  floods  prevailed, 
the  salmon  fishing  was  not  to  be  despised.  In  the  closing 
sentences  of  his  extremely  interesting  lecture,  Mr. 

W albran  said  he  had  finished  in  Derbyshire,  Devonshire, 
and  North  and  South  Wales,  but  he  always  maintained 
that  no  county  in  England  could  compete  with  dear  old 
Yorkshire.  (Applause.) 

On  the  proposition  of  Major  Ditmas,  seconded  by  Mr.  E. 
Robinson,  and  supported  by  the  Chairman,  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  voto  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Walbran  for  his 
lecture. 

A  similar  compliment  was  paid  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Holmes, 
who  exhibited  over  100  beautiful  views  illustrative  of  the 
lecture;  and  to  the  Chairman.  The  company  then 
dispersed. 


BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  SOUTH  COAST 
OF  ANGLESEY. 

By  W.  H. 

(  Continued  from  page  15.) 

Three  spots  are  frequented  for  the  bass,  viz., 
the  further  side  of  the  bay  (about  thirty  minutes’ 
walk),  the  Black  Point  (ten  minutes’  walk),  and  the 
Bass  Rocks  (twenty  minutes’  walk) .  At  the  latter 
point  bass  have  been  hooked,  but  not  caught  (till 
recently),  from  time  immemorial.  The  working 
man  with  a  long,  heavy  pole,  cross  bar  for  line, 
the  thickest  of  twine,  and  no  gut,  fishes  here  for 
wrass  and  conger,  and  occasionally  gets  hold  of 
a  bass.  He  knows  him  by  his  long,  strong,  steady 
pull  seaward,  and  the  acquaintance  goes  no 
further.  Brute  force  will  not  conquer  a  bass  ;  by 
science  alone  can  he  be  subdued.  The  working  man 
finds  part  of  his  line  and  lead  gone,  or  the  hook 
snapped  in  the  shank.  It  was  Mr.  Gosling,  but 
lately,  who  brought  the  art  of  sea-fishing  to  this 
neighbourhood,  and  one  of  his  disciples  thus  offers 
a  public  tribute  to  his  genius.  Some  grand  sport 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  not  a  few  who  have  profited 
by  his  instructions.  While  at  the  Bass  Rocks  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  reader  if  I  des¬ 
cribe  a  veritable  piscatorial  slaughter  of  the 
innocents  which  I  witnessed  there  some  years 
ago,  and  which  I  shall  never  forget.  Not  feeling 
very  brilliant  one  Sunday  morning  (Mr.  A.  will 
smile),  I  got  up  at  six,  bent  on  a  stiff  walk.  In 
passing  the  Bass  Rocks,  hundreds  of  sea  gulls  on 
the  water  drew  my  attention,  and  descending  I 
saw  that  the  bay  and  the  gullies  were  one  thick 
mass  of  brit.  One  could  have  hardly  put  a  pin 
between  them.  A  splashing  of  the  water  and  an  up- 
heaved  crescent-shaped  wave  told  but  too  plainly 
that  a  shoal  of  mackerel  had  found  out  the  defence¬ 
less,  tiny  things.  On  came  the  mackerel  with  the 
swift,  steady  motion  of  an  advancing  army,  the 
agitation  in  the  dense  column  of  brit  increasing 
at  their  approach.  They  moved  rapidly,  sank, 
rose,  turned,  and  leaped  on  the  surface,  but  their 
manceuvres  were  of  no  avail ;  the  ruthless  host, 
with  savage  impetuosity,  were  down  upon  them 
with  incredible  swiftness,  and  gulping  them  with 
the  avidity  of  ravening  hunger.  What  a  rush 
those  thousands  mackerel  made !  What  an  on¬ 
slaught  on  the  columns  of  brit !  The  solidity  of 
the  mass  was  extended  in  linear  length  on  the 
surface,  which  the  mackerel  furrowed  in  every 
direction.  Poor  tiny  things,  how  I  pitied  them! 
and  what  a  glorious,  plenteous,  delicious  feed  the 
shoal  of  mackerel  found  in  that  bay  and  in  those 
gullies  !  But  alas  !  for  the  enjoyment  of  fish,  like 
that  of  the  fisherman  but  too  often.  Consterna¬ 
tion  suddenly  struck  that  mackerel  army.  In  the 
midst  of  the  revelry,  a  colony  of  bass,  with  the 
speed  of  cannon-balls,  clove  through  their  ranks, 
cutting  them  in  sections,  arresting  the  progress  of 
the  martial  array,  upsetting  ail  order  and  discipline, 
and  making  confusion  worse  confounded.  The 
brit  seemed  instantly  to  have  disappeared,  and 
the  surface  was  one  moving  mass  of  struggling 
mackerel,  making  frantic  efforts  to  escape  sea¬ 
ward  from  the  unexpected  enemy.  The  former 
besiegers  were  now  the  besieged,  and  as  defence¬ 
less  as  the  tiny  brits.  What  a  deserving  vengeance, 

I  thought ! 


Beecham’s  Pills  in  Court.— Beecham  v.  Turton. 
This  was  an  action  tried  on  Friday,  the  13th  of  February, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Romer  in  the  Chancery  division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  and  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs, 
the  proprietors  of  the  well-known  medicine,  to  restrain 
the  defendant,  a  commercial  traveller  at  Nottingham, 
from  selling  pills  as  “Beecham’s  Pills,”  when  they  were 
not  the  pills  manufactured  by  the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Eve  were  for  the  plaintiffs ;  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Fox  for  the  defendant.  The  plaintiffs  called  several 
witnesses  to  prove  their  case.  The  defendant  only  was 
called  to  deny  their  statements.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
evidence,  his  lordship  stated  that  he  disbelieved  him,  and 
believed  the  plaintiffs’  witnesses.  The  defendant’s  counsel 
having  addressed  the  Court,  Mr.  Justice  Romer,  in  giving 
judgment,  said  he  would  not  repeat  what  he  had  already 
stated  as  to  his  view  of  the  evidence.  This  was  a  clear 
case  of  fraudulent  sale  by  the  defendant  of  pills  as 
Beecham’s  pills,  which  were  not  manufactured  by  them. 
There  must  be  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from  selling, 
as  Beecham’s  pills,  or  Beecham’s  patent  pills,  any  pills  not 
manufactured  by  the  plaintiffs.  There  must  also  be  an 
inquiry  as  to  damages,  and  the  defendant  must  pay  the 
costs  of  the  action. 


Though  the  mackerel  leaped  and  doubled,  they 
were  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  terrible  attacks 
of  their  strong  assailants,  which,  with  capacious 
jaws,  devoured  them  with  lightning  speed.  A  few 
of  the  mackerel  in  their  efforts  to  escape,  or  more 
probably  in  being  pushed  by  the  mighty  rushing 
force,  got  stranded  on  some  level  rocks,  where  I 
easily  picked  them  with  the  hand.  A  landing- 
net  would  have  scooped  them  by  the  score. 
Though  the  sea  was  calm,  and  the  emblem  of 
peace,  what  a  war  was  waged  beneath  the  surface  ! 
What  an  object  lesson,  what  an  insight  into  the 
life  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  deep,  was  afforded 
in  that  brief  half-hour  !  Darwin’s  theory,  “  the 
survival  of  the  fittest,”  seems  the  ruling  principle 
beneath  the  waves.  But  moralising  apart,  one 
thing  is  certain — on  that  fine  Sabbath  morn  in 
August,  the  bass  and  the  basser  partook  of  the 
same  unexpected  rich  repast ! 


Oi’ENiNG  of  the  Angling  Season. — The  lower  waters 
ot  the  Esk  were  thrown  open  to  the  public  on  the  15th 
inst.,  angling  commencing  on  the  following  day  (Monday) 
Ihe  water  was  in  good  order, ,  but  few  anglers  were  out! 
Those  who  ventured  were  very  successful,  four  good  fish 
being  landed  by  three  gentlemen,  s 
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THE  BXVEB  SHINARY. 

N  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Homeward  bound  for  Rhiconich  now  !  Leaving 
r.  M  allace,  Tom,  and  Hugh  to  beach  and  tether 
e  “  King  of  the  Moss,”  Mr.  Johnstone  and  I 
imediately  we  landed  at  the  boat  bay  set  off  for 
aeigra,  getting  at  a  rapid  walk  up  the  steep  face 
the  hill  in  order  to  throw  off  the  slight  chill 
at  had  settled  upon  us  during  the  time  that  the 
>at  had  been  pulled  up  the  loch  against  the  keen 
ind.  This  rather  trying  exertion  to  start  with 
'etty  well  winded  us  before  we  got  to  the  height 
the  comparatively  level  moor,  which  was  still 
ithed  in  sunlight.  Having,  as  I  came  to  the 
in,  taken  a  note  of  my  bearings  to  serve  me  to 
id  my  way  back  to  Callum’s,  I  indicated  to  Mr. 
•tinstone  that  the  way  we  had  to  hold  was  in  a 
ie  with  the  centre  of  the  depression  between 
e  two  highest  points  of  the  rising  ground  about 
mile  in  front  of  us.  The  moor,  owing  to  the 
-ong  dry  wind  which  had  prevailed  all  the  latter 
.  of  the  day  and  evening,  was  now  very  much 
ier  than.it  was  iu  the  early  forenoon,  a  circum- 
ince  which,  combined  with  the  keen  crisp  air — 

-  frost  was  setting  in — enabled  both  of  us  to 
uk  at  a  grand  pace  without  feeling  the  effort 
e  us.  On  our  right  we  passed  a  couple  of  small 


lochs,  pretty  little  sheets  of  water  indented  with 
bays,  with  sandy  or  shingly  beaches,  and  seeming 
the  ideal  of  water  for  captivating  sport  with  trout. 
Looking  back  after  wo  had  gained  the  rising 
ground  beyond  these  lochans,  we  observed  the 
rest  of  our  party  fully  half  a  mile  in  the  rear, 
coming  on  at  a  great  pace,  led  by  Hugh  Morrison, 
who,  by  the  way,  is  as  noted  a  moor  stayer  as  he 
is  a  gillie,  and  that  is  saying  not  a  little.  For 
once,  however,  Hugh  was  out  of  the  track,  as  he 
was  going  a  good  deal  further  to  the  right  than  we 
were,  and  in  a  line  which  would  have  landed  him 
lialf-way  up  one  of  the  lochs  referred  to,  of  which 
he  had  not  yet  come  in  sight.  Seeing  this,  we  sig¬ 
nalled  him  and  the  others  to  come  in  our  direc¬ 
tion,  and  having  seen  that  the  signal  was  given 
heed  to,  we  faced  round  and  proceeded  anew  on 
our  way.  At  length  we  reached  Sheigra,  where, 
as  expected,  we  found  Callum  looking  out  for  our 
arrival.  It  was  past  ten  o’clock  by  this  time. 
Callum  was  glad  to  see  us  back,  and  being  the  first 
to  arrive  we  were  straight  taken  into  the  house 
by  him  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wallace  and  the 
others,  the  kind  old  sheep  farmer  remarking  as 
he  conducted  us  into  his  “  best  room  ”  that  we 
“  would  pe  ferry  much  petter  there  than  standin’ 
outside  this  ferry  cauld  efening.”  “An’  had  ye 
good  sport,  shentlemen  ?”  he  asked.  But  we  had 
no  time  to  reply  to  this  inquiry  ere  he  was  off  out 
at  the  door,  remarking  as  he  went,  “  I’ll  pe  away 
to  look  for  the  lads  that  are  cornin’  after  ye.” 

In  the  summer-time  day  in  these  northern 
regions  borrows  from  the  night.  Albeit  it  was  far 
on  in  the  night,  the  daylight  was  still  wonderfully 
good.  The  snug  little  parlour  or  best  room,  which, 
by  the  way,  boasts  but  one  window,  was  even  yet 
by  means  of  that  window  sufficiently  well  lighted 
to  enable  us  to  examine  the  pictures  on  the  wall. 
But  our  attention  was  not  occupied  with  the  pic¬ 
tures  alone.  Something  of  quite  a  different  nature 
did  not  fail  to  attract  our  notice ;  it  rather  fetched 
us.  There  was  ocular  demonstration  that  Callum 
had  not  forgotten  our  promise  to  him  to  look  in  in 
the  evening  and  partake  of  his  hospitality.  The 
large  table  in  the  centre  of  the  room  was  loaded 
with  home-bred  products — scones  and  crimp  oat¬ 
cake,  the  finest  of  butter,  two  cheeses — better  than 
the  Dunlop  that  feasted  the  eyes  and  tickled  the 
palate  of  the  great  McCallummore  of  romance,  and 
three  or  four  huge  decanters  filled  to  the  brim 
with  creamy  milk — such  milk,  delicious  and  new, 
richer  than  most  cream — obtained  from  the  High¬ 
land  cattle  which  Callum  had  pasturing  on  the 
natural  grass  in  the  laighs  of  his  farm. 

In  the  river  Shinary,  the  fishing  of  which  goes 
with  Loch  Sand  wood,  there  is  every  chance  in  a 
good  year,  in  addition  to  sport  with  sea  trout, 


right 


of  a  few  grilse,  together  with  a  small  salmon  or 
two,  being  got  during  the  best  part  of  the  season, 
which,  roughly  speaking,  is  from  late  in  July  to 
early  in  September.  The  few  pools  beside  the 
shepherd’s  house  at  Strathan  will,  when  seen  in 
right  ply,  gladden  the  fly-fisher’s  eye.  They  are 
the  best  of  all,  and  the  best  looking,  and  in  them 
the  sea  trout,  when  fresh-run,  rise  very  freely. 
Like  almost  all  the  other  pools,  however,  they  are 
of  little  use,  except  when  something  like  a  half¬ 
flood  is  “  on.”  My  advice,  therefore,  is,  stick  to 
the  loch,  unless  the  river  be  in  good  strong 
volume.  The  two  are  seldom  both  in  excellent 
order  at  one  time.  Generally,  when  the  loch  is 
right  the  river  is  too  low,  and  when  the  river  is 
the  loch  is  too  high. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  Shinary  rises  and 
falls,  continuing  scarcely  a  whole  day  in  proper 
fettle  even  after  a  heavy  flood,  is  its  great  draw¬ 
back.  To  catch  it  in  the  nick  of  time  after  a  good 
downpour,  it  is  necessary  for  anglers  to  be  in  the 
district.  To  some  the  great  distance  from 
Rhiconich  is  undoubtedly  an  objection.  Sheigra 
farm-house  is  very  convenient,  both  for  loch  and 
river,  and  my  belief  is  that  if  Mr.  Wallace  would 
arrange  with  Mr.  Callum  to  accommodate 
Rhiconich  Hotel  anglers,  providing  them  with 
rooms,  bed,  and  board,  and  also  set  apart  a  gillie 
(to  stay  near  by)  to  manage  the  “  King  of  the 
Moss,”  and  see  that  the  channel  in  the  sands  is 
always  kept  sufficiently  open  to  allow  the  fish 
ready  access  from  the  sea  to  the  fresh  water,  Loch 
Sandwood,  in  conjunction  with  tho  Shinary, 
would  soon,  instead  of  being  but  little  known, 
obtain  with  anglers  from  many  parts  great  and 
deserved  popularity. 

I  may  mention  the  fact,  not  unworthy  of  being 
noted,  that  the  Loch  Sandwood  sea  trout  were 


the  gamest,  the  brightest,  and  the  most  symmetri¬ 
cal  sea  trout  that  I  met  with  during  my  tour. 
They  also — those  caught  and  hooked — were  con¬ 
siderably  larger  on  an  average  than  those  of 
Loch  Stack,  and  much  brighter  and  even  larger 
than  those  of  Loch  Dionard.  For  six  weeks 
they  run  into  the  loch  with  every  tide  when  the 
channel  is  open,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think — 
judging  from  the  shortness  of  the  distance  to  travel 
— that  within  an  hour  after  leaving  the  salt  water 
they  reach  the  best  fishing  grounds  at  the  head  of 
the  loch.  Fresh-run,  therefore,  they  rise  boldly, 
and  are  in  the  best  of  heart  for  showing  gallant 
fight. 

Near  Sheigra  the  sea  fishing  is  remarkably 
good  —  especially  noted  off  the  Black  Rocks, 
Kinlochbervie.  “  Loch  Inshard,  a  beautiful  arm 
of  the  Atlantic,  extends  seven  miles  inland,  and 
is  surrounded  with  bold  and  picturesque-looking 
rocks,  among  which  the  grey-bearded  goat  is  seen 
winding  its  way  over  precipices  to  man  impass¬ 
able.  Along  its  shores  are  dotted  the  numerous 
hamlets  of  the  Mackays,  Munros,  Morrisons,  and 
Calders,  the  prevailing  surnames  in  this  beautiful 
district,  the  inhabitants  of  which  we  may  say  in 
passing  are  both  like  their  meat  and  their  work. 
To  see  them  landing  in  the  little  nature-formed 
creeks  during  the  fishing  season,  they  appear  as 
fleet  as  the  roe  and  as  nimble  as  the  goats  that 
feed  among  the  trackless  rocks  which  overhang 
this  romantic  arm  of  the  sea.” 


LETTERS  FROM 
THE  NORFOLK  BROADS.— Y. 

By  Dr.  P.  H.  Emerson. 

“  Yes,  that  is  sport,”  said  the  agile  little 
broadsman,  grinning,  and  finishing  up  with  a  short 
joyous  crow. 

“  But - ,”  I  began. 

“  Yes,  I  know,  sir,  I  have  heard  gents  talk  about 
its  being  unsportsmanlike  and  all  that,  but  I  never 
yet  found  a  gentleman  who  warn’t  willin’  to  see  a 
day’s  liggerin’,  and  to  take  the  fish  home  after¬ 
wards,  too.  Ha!  ha!  .  .  .  .  Bat  that  don’t 
signify  on  our  broad ;  we  poor  men  mun  get  a 
livin’,  and  fish  we  mun  to  get  it,  and  time  is  movin’ 
along  with  us.  Humsoever,  I  goes  liggerin’  to¬ 
day,  and  if  yer  likes  to  come  along  and  have  a 
look,  come  and  welcome  ;  and  if  yer  don’t,  well, 
sir,  go - ,  as  yer  call  it.  Ha !  ha  !” 

It  was  a  blowy  day  in  October.  St.  Martin’s 
summer  had  gone,  and  a  south-westerly  gale  had 


stripped  the  willows  (sallows  they  are  called  here) 
and  left  a  delicate  tracery  of  branch  and  stem 
upon  the  grey  background  of  cloud.  Even  now 
the  reed  stalks  were  yellow  just  above  the  water, 
the  leaves  spotted  with  black,  and  the  tassels 
powdered  with  grey ;  in  a  mass  they  look  greyish - 
green,  like  the  olives  of  Tivoli.  The  whole  broad 
was  flecked  with  reed  cotton  and  swans’  feathers. 

I  sat  watching  for  the  return  of  the  bright  little 
broadsman,  who  had  gone  home  for  his  old  woman 
and  other  gear.  The  old  woman  i3  a  necessary 
part  of  the  gear,  as  she  has  to  row  him  about 
when  casting  for  bait,  for,  as  he  justly  remarked — 

“  It’s  a  rum  thing  to  go  overboard  in  cold 
weather,  with  an  oily  frock  and  181b.  of  lead  on 
your  shoulder.” 

Presently  his  low  punt,  painted  the  “  colour  of 
water,”  darted  out  from  the  reed3  on  the  other 
side  of  the  broad,  and  I  could  distinguish  the 
broadsman  in  his  sou’-wester  and  oily,  his  old 
woman,  and  his  faithful  dog  sitting  on  the  end  of 
the  punt.  He  laughed  his  short  “  Ha  !  ha !  ”  and 
playfully  put  two  decoy  ducks  into  the  water. 

“  That’s  where  the  fish  are.  Ha!  ha!  That’s 
scientific,"  he  said,  with  a  leer  and  a  chuckle. 

I  noticed  the  barrels  of  his  gun  peeping  above 
the  gunwale  of  his  punt. 

“  That’s  where  the  fish  are,  where  them  duck 
are,”  he  said,  pointing  to  the  ducks.  Then 
gathering  his  18ft.  cast-net  over  his  shoulder  and 
into  his  right  hand,  he  stood  like  a  statue  gazing 
into  the  weedy  depth  while  his  old  womark, 
paddled  him  along.  Suddenly  he  gave  a  short, 
sharp  direction  ;  she  stopped  paddling,  and  swing¬ 
ing  one  end  of  the  cast-net,  he  threw  it,  spreading 
into  a  perfect  circle.  It  fell  with  a  splash  into  tho 
broad.  The  old  lady  hastily  thrust  her  oar  into 
the  water  and  anchored  the  boat,  while  he  began 
slowly  to  haul  in  the  net,  till  it  was  nearly  half¬ 
way  out  of  the  water.  By  the  strain  I  could  see 
there  were  fish  in  it.  As  he  got  the  greater  part 
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out  of  the  net  he  nimbly,  and  with  a  quick,  steady 
pull  up,  landed  the  leads  into  his  gun-punt,  his 
old  woman  and  his  dog  eyeing  him  eagerly,  and  all 
the  time  the  fish  glistened  through  the  meshes. 
He  hastily  filled  a  large  pail  with  water,  and 
began  to  take  out  the  finest — twenty-two  roach, 
all  told. 

“  I  told  you  there  was  fish  where  the  ducks  were. 
Ha !  ha !  ”  he  laughed  merrily ;  then  quickly  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  weed  he  pointed  with  one  arm  the 
direction  which  his  wife  was  to  take,  and  prepared 
the  net  for  another  throw  ;  this  time  no  fish  came. 

“  They  never  all  gets  together,  somehow.  Ha  ! 
ha  !  They  mean  to  best  Jimmy,  eh  ?”  he  said. 

Looking  round  for  a  few  moments  with  his  keen 
black  eyes,  he  again  pointed  silently  with  his  arm 
and  began  to  gather  the  net.  His  wife  rowed  him 
under  “alee,”  and  the  net  was  thrown  as  before. 

“Ha!  ha!  come  along  with  old  Jimmy,”  he 
said  playfully,  throwing  the  fish  into  the  pail. 

“  Ha !  ha  !” 

After  two  or  three  more  casts  he  had  enough 
bait.  Then  he  cleaned  his  net  deftly  and  placed 
it  on  the  end  of  the  punt  by  the  dog,  and  threw 
off  his  sou’-wester,  and  pulled  off  his  oily.  He 
stood  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  white  against  the  leaden 
sky.  A  brace  of  mallard  flew  high  across  the  sky, 
and  he  squared  up  at  them  with  closed  fists,  laugh¬ 
ing,  “  Ha  !  ha  !  you  warmint,”  and  turning  to  me 
he  said,  with  well-assumed  indifference  and 
gravity, 

“  Only  some  old  mallard,  sir.” 

Now  hastily  donning  an  old  felt  hat  and  black 
coat,  he  pulled  up  a  sack  and  turned  out  the  con¬ 
tents  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  crying  out— 

“  Liggers,  ha !  ha !  ” 

And  liggers  they  were.  Little  cigar  shaped 
bundles  of  thick  gladen  about  eight  inches  long, 
bound  together  with  string  and  a  roll  of  string 
round  each. 

He  began  to  bait  the  hooks,  each  one  being  a 
double  brazed  book  and  a  brass  wire,  with  about 
twelve  yards  of  string. 

“  Meet  you  by  the  sallow  bush  pulk,  sir,”  he 
cried,  as  he  fastened  a  roach  through  the  back, 
undid  the  cord,  rolled  it  round  the  ligger,  and  drew 
it  in  a  notch  at  the  end,  giving  the  fish  about  two 
foot  of  line.  This  first  one  he  held  up  and  spat 
upon. 

“For  luck!  Ha!  ha!”  Then  his  wife  rowed  him 
along  slowly  towards  the  sallow  bush  pulk,  while 
he  continued  busy  baiting,  chatting,  and  laughing 
all  the  time.  The  sallow  bush  pulk  was  to  wind¬ 
ward  of  the  boat,  and  he  had  already  shot  four 
liggers  about  two  punt  lengths  apart,  when 
suddenly  there  was  a  gleam  in  the  water  near  me, 
a  mighty  swirl,  a  ripple,  and  the  ligger  changed  its 
direction  a  quarter  of  the  compass,  the  line 
unrolling  regularly  on  the  water  like  a  rolling-pin. 

“  He’s  struck,  ha !  ha !  ”  roared  the  little  fellow. 
“  Let  him  alone,  sir ;  he’ll  take  it  under  water 
presently.” 

The  pike  sulked  for  a  long  time,  and  there 
was  for  a  long  time  no  sign  of  life ;  suddenly 
there  was  a  ripple  and  the  ligger  disappeared ; 
away  went  the  pike  and  the  ligger  to  windward, 
leaving  a  trail  in  the  water,  and  then  disappearing 
and  coming  back  to  the  surface  some  twenty  yards 
further  on  ;  then  down  again  it  went  and  up ; 
then  came  a  rush  through  the  water  and  a  ripple, 
and  up  it  came  and  down  it  went — in  a  word,  the 
fish  was  now  working. 

“  Go  it,  old  friend;  you’re  cornin’  to  Jimmy,  eh  ? 
Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  ”  laughed  little  Jimmy.  “  Away 
she  go  again.  It’s  a  good  fish.  Ha  !  ha  !  ha !  ”  as 
it  disappeared  for  the  eighth  time. 

“Up  she  come,”  at  last  he  said,  rowing  up 
towards  the  fish.  “  Come  along  to  old  Jimmy.  I 
love  ’em,  sir.  Ha !  ha  !  ha  !  ” 

Backing  water  he  approached  the  ligger,  which 
was  now  lying  motionless  across  the  line,  after 
having  disappeared  below  the  surface  fifteen 
times  and  been  dragged  all  over  the  end  of  the 
broad. 

“  Expect  there’s  a  fish  there,”  said  Jimmy,  as 
he  got  to  the  line  between  the  ligger  and  the  fish. 
He  was  careful  to  put  the  ligger  into  the  boat 
before  he  got  the  fish  in  case  it  should  run  again. 
Slowly  now  he  began  to  pull  in  the  line,  and  pre¬ 
sently  I  saw  the  gleam  of  the  greenish  gold  mail 
in  the  weedy  depth.  He,  Jimmy,  was  busy  talk- 
in  j  and  joking  all  the  time.  Presently  the  great 
eyes  and  sharp  profile  of  the  pike  came  to  the 
surface,  and  drawing  it  deftly  to  the  side  of  the 
boat,  he  seized  it  by  the  two  eyes  with  his  finger 


and  thumb,  and  in  a  moment  a  nine-pound  pike 
was  lying  on  the  bottom  boards. 

With  his  horny  knife  Jimmy  rapped  the  fish 
smartly  on  the  head,  took  out  the  hook,  wound 
up  the  ligger  and  threw  it  aside. 

“  I  can  catch  ’em,  sir  !  That’s  scientific,  and 
warn’t  it  pretty  sport  to  watch  ’em  run  ?  Ha  ! 
ha !  ha !  that  require  some  clever  management, 
ha !  ha !  I  ha’  seen  people  come  liggerin’  here, 
and  them  as  knows  somethin’  tew,  and  they  won’t 
get  noathin’.  Onect  I  had  a  liggerin’  match 
along  with  a  gentlemen  as  liked  liggerin.’  I  got 
eleven  fish  out  of  twelve  liggers,  and  he  got  seven 
out  of  twelve.  That’s  like  everythink  else,  comes 
ter  yer  by  experience.” 

He  laid  nine  liggers  and  caught  four  fish  in  less 
than  an  hour  ;  weights,  91b.,  4ilb.,  Bjlb.,  and  l|lb. 

It  was  growing  dark  and  beginning  to  drop 
into  rain,  so  I  rowed  back  to  my  house-boat 
under  the  low  sky,  cleaned  one  of  the  small  jack, 
put  it  in  salt  and  water,  drained  it,  rolled  it  in 
beaten  up-egg,  then  in  flour,  and  fried  it.  in  oil 
pike  A  la  juive,  in  fact,  and  I  never  wish  for  a 
better  meal. 

As  to  the  ethics  of  liggering,  I  leave  them  to 
some  piscatorial  Herr  Teufelsdrosch. 


WHAT  NOT  TO  DO  AND  WHAT 
TO  DO. 

Hints  to  Young  Salmon  Anglers. 

The  following  is  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Mr. 
Andrew  Young,  of  Invershin,  Sutherlandshire,  the 
pioneer  of  salmon  culture  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
It  was  written  as  far  back  as  the  year  1856. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  wholesome  advice  in  it, 
and  we  fancy  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
salmon  anglers,  seeing  that  it  is  a  complete  epi¬ 
tome  of  the  instructions  vouchsafed  thirty-five 
years  since — when  the  art  was  comparatively 
young,  and  not  the  science  that  it  now  is — by  a 
thoroughly  practical  hand  to  the  salmon  anglers 
of  his  day  and  generation.0 

“  I  would  seriously  warn  anglers  against 
‘striking  the  fish,’  and  ‘  pulling  hard,’ two  terms 
well  understood  by  the  fishing  fraternity.  Strik¬ 
ing  the  fish  means  giving  the  rod  a  sudden  up¬ 
ward  jerk  as  soon  as  the  fish  breaks  the  water  to 
catch  the  fly.  This  is  a  vile  practice  that  has 
crept  in  among  anglers  of  late  years.  It  was  re¬ 
commended  by  some  inexperienced  angler,  who 
was  probably  a  man  of  fashion,  and  men  of  fashion 
followed  it,  for  with  many  a  one,  ‘  better  be  out 
of  the  world  than  out  of  fashion.’  This  custom 
has  now  crept  in  among  anglers  to  such  a 
degree,  that  many  otherwise  good  anglers  thereby 
lose  more  than  half  the  fish  they  could  otherwise 
kill  ;  and  when  they  have  practised  it  for  some 
time,  they  cannot  give  it  over.  By  that  upward 
jerk  of  the  rod,  they  pull  the  fly  entirely  away 
from  the  fish  before  it  has  time  to  catch  it ;  and 
then  the  clouds,  the  size  of  the  river,  or  some 
other  imagination,  is  blamed  for  the  want  of  sport, 
when  the  whole  is  the  fault  of  the  angler.  The 
angler  says,  ‘  The  fish  are  rising  very  well  to-day, 
but  I  don’t  know  the  reason  they  are  not  hook¬ 
ing  well,’  when  the  real  reason  is  that  he  keeps 
the  fish  catching  at  a  shadow,  for  he  has  the  hook 
pulled  away  with  his  jerking  long  before  the  fish 
can  catch  it.  The  regular  motion  of  working  the 
fly  should  never  be  altered  nor  departed  from  at 
the  appearance  of  a  fish.  The  fish  should  be 
allowed  to  catch  the  fly  from  the  regular  working 
system.  Always  allow  the  fish  to  pull  first,  and 
from  his  downward  dart  with  the  fly  he  is  sure  to 
hook  himself,  and  that  securely.  And  when  the  fish 
is  hooked  be  sure  that  you  don’t  pull  hard,  for  that 
is  a  most  dangerous  practice,  by  which  many  a  hook 
and  many  a  fish  is  lost.  Allow  the  fish  to  run, 
hold  no  tighter  than  the  strength  of  a  single  gut, 
although  the  fish  is  hooked  and  running  wildly  up 
and  down  the  stream.  Perhaps  the  hook  has  only 
a  skin-hold,  and  off  goes  the  fish  ;  or  perhaps  the 
fish  may  be  well  enough  hooked,  but  the  point  of 
the  hook  resting  on  a  bone,  and  by  pulling  hard 
the  hook  breaks  at  the  bend,  and  off  goes  the  fish ; 
or  the  fish  may  be  what  is  called  ‘  sure-hooked,’ 
and  yet  the  haste  and  agitation  of  the  angler,  and 
his  hurry  to  land  the  fish  induces  him  to  hold  and 
pull  so  hard,  that  ‘  fizz  ’  goes  the  line  at  the  top 
of  the  rod,  and  off  goes  the  fish,  encumbered  with 
30yds.  of  line,  hook  and  all,  and  the  angler  stands 

*  “  The  Angler’s  Guide”  (Young).  Edinburgh  :  A.  and 
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as  if  be  were  elf-shot,  and  curses  Donald,  the  gillie, 
for  losing  the  fish,  when  the  fact  is  the  fish  was 
never  within  ten  yards  of  Donald  all  the  time  he 
was  on.  There  is  some  excuse  for  a  young  angler 
losing  his  first  fish  in  that  manner  from  agitation 
and  want  of  the  proper  weight  of  his  hand  ;  but 
when  anglers  of  twenty  years’  standing,  and  who 
are  considered  first-rate  casters  and  hookers  of 
fish,  play  the  fool  in  that  way,  they  are  inexcus¬ 
able  ;  and  when  I  state  that  I  have  known  one 
good  caster  and  hooker  in  one  month  lose  ninety 
fish,  all  of  which  were  hooked  so  well  that  at 
least  eighty  of  the  ninety  would  have  been  landed 
by  any  cautious  fisher.  I  never  like  to  hear  of 
this  foolish  brag  of  having  landed  an  181b.  fish  in 
ten  minutes  and  an  81b.  grilse  in  five  minutes 
that’s  the  work  of  a  butcher,  and  not  of  an  angler  ; 
for  giving  a  fish  fair  play,  and  an  angler  fair 
sport,  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  minutes  is  little 
enough  time  to  play  a  fish  of  181b.  Some  may 
take  more,  but  few  less,  with  fair  play,  and  from 
fifteen  minutes  to  twenty  minutes  for  an  ordinary 
grilse.  I  have  seen  both  good  anglers  and  bad  ; 
but  the  really  good  angler  is  the  one  who  has  the 
fortitude  to  give  the  fish  fair  play  and  himself  fair 
sport,  who  neither  ‘  strikes  the  fish  ’  nor  1  pulls 
hard.’  I  am  aware  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
get  out  of  that  bad  habit  after  practising  it  for 
some  years,  but  as  we  have  annually  a  new  class 
of  anglers  who  have  never  before  fished  for  salmon, 
I  write  here  for  their  benefit  in  particular,  and  tell 
them  that  it  is  easier  to  get  into  a  bad  habit  than 
to  get  out  of  it,  and  by  all  means  to  guard  against 
‘  striking  the  fish  ’  and  ‘  pulling  hard.’ 

“  We  would  also  warn  the  young  angler  against 
endeavouring  to  cast  a  long  line,  for  that  is  a 
besetting  fault  in  new  beginners.  They  see  an 
old  and  long-practised  hand  spin  the  fly  almost 
across  the  river,  and  they  think  that  doing  the 
same  would  constitute  them  anglers  all  at  once  ; 
but  in  that  they  are  grossly  mistaken,  for  with  a 
long  slack  line  fish  can  never  be  hooked,  for  the 
current  of  the  water  forces  the  unbent  middle  oi 
the  line  down  the  stream,  dragging  the  fly  dowr 
after  it,  and  entirely  preventing  the  proper  work 
ing  of  the  line.  This  is  a  fault  that  not  only  the 
young  angler  is  guilty  of,  for  some  of  the  long_ 
practised  fishers  fall  into  the  same  error ;  anc 
because  someone  else  hooked  a  fish  at  a  stone  fai 
over,  they  must  attempt  to  throw  the  fly  to  thal 
individual  spot,  without  ever  considering  that  one 
rod  is  capable  of  casting  out  a  much  longer  lint 
than  another,  and  that  the  arms  of  one  man  art 
superior  in  length  and  strength  to  those  o. 
another.  But  whatever  may  be  the  ability  o 
one  over  another,  no  one  should  attempt  to  throw 
a  longer  line  than  he  can  stretch  gently  over  anc 
down  the  stream  at  an  angle  of  45  deg.  Anc 
with  the  line  in  that  position,  the  fly  will  move 
gracefully  towards  the  land,  and  continue  always 
in  a  hooking  state.  Half  the  false  rises  and  bac 
hookings  are  the  anglers’  fault,  because  thej 
thrash  away  at  the  river  in  the  most  randon 
manner,  sometimes  the  fly  falling  here,  and  some 
times  there,  and  it  is  by  mere  accident  that  £ 
right  or  hooking  cast  happens.  It  is  not  a  lonj 
line  that  is  required  ;  it  is  a  line,  whether  long  o: 
short,  thrown  out  in  the  right  direction.  Anc 
even  after  the  fly  is  stretched  out  to  the  propel 
place,  there  must  be  no  hurry  in  dragging  it  ii 
again.  When  fishing  a  rapid  running  stream,  the 
current  of  the  water  does  nearly  all  that  t 
necessary  until  the  fly  comes  out  of  the  current 
and  then  a  slow  upward  movement  of  the  rod  ii 
required  to  keep  the  fly  floating  and  lively.  Whei 
fishing  a  smooth  and  slow-running  pool,  the  lini 
requires  to  be  thrown  out  in  the  same  directioi 
as  we  do  when  fishing  a  stream  ;  but  here  the  fl’ 
has  to  be  kept  in  motion,  and  brought  round  t< 
shore  by  moving  the  rod  slowly  up  and  down 
and  keeping  its  point  towards  shore.  Try,  by  al 
means,  to  give  the  artificial  fly  the  _  sami 
appearance  and  movement  that  you  see  in  thi 
natural  flies  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  if  al 
these  things  be  properly  observed  and  adherec 
to,  I  shall  promise  that  with  a  little  practice  yoi 
will  soon  be  a  successful  angler. 

“  But  I  have  still  a  few  words  more  to  say  to  tb 
young  angler,  and,  indeed,  part  of  the  old  one 
require  to  be  told  also — that  is,  how  to  take  u] 
your  position  at  the  pool  you  intend  to  fish.  Som 
are  in  the  habit  of  commencing  near  the  foot  o 
lower  end  of  the  pool,  and  fishing  backward 
against  the  stream.  This  is  a  reprehensible  prac 
tice,  for  it  exhibits  the  splash  of  the  line  to  th 


February  28,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


123 


fish  when  they  should  only  see  the  fly.  Others 
begin  at  the  middle  of  the  pool  and  by  their 
motion  disturb  the  best  part  of  the  pool.  But 
an  angler  should  begin  as  high  up  the  river,  as 
the  fly  from  the  first  cast  will  only  reach  the  top 
of  the  pool  where  the  fish  are  expected.  And  if 
the  angler  be  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  he 
must  place  the  left  foot  foremost  and  near  the 
river,  or  place  it  firmly  on  a  stone  in  the  river ; 
but  whichever  of  the  two,  let  him  be  certain  that 
he  has  a  solid  footing  and  not  be  stumbling  and 
tumbling  the  time  he  is  casting.  Catch  the  rod 
with  the  right  hand  below  the  winch,  or  reel,  or 
*  pirn,’  as  the  good  old  anglers  called  it,  and  hold 
the  rod  with  your  left  hand  at  an  easy  distance 
above  the  winch,  and  then  you  are  in  position. 
Stretch  now  your  fly  with  a  few  yards  of  line  — 
that  is  your  first  cast.  At  the  next  give  a  little 
more  line,  and  continue  to  do  so  until  as  much 
line  is  out  as  you  can  stretch  with  ease,  and  no 
more.  Then  remove  down  one  yard  and  stand 
firm  in  the  same  position  until  you  cast  the  fly 
three  times  ;  for  remember  that  the  fish  may  see 
the  fly  the  first  cast  and  not  rise  to  it,  but  may  be 
tempted  to  do  it  at  one  of  the  other  two  casts. 
You  will  continue  in  this  way  to  the  foot  of  the 
pool,  never  removing  more  than  a  yard  at  one 
time,  and  always  giving  three  offers  of  the  fly  at 
each  removal.  If  you  raise  no  fish  this  time  rest 
ten  minutf  s  and  change  your  fly  for  one  of  a  quite 
opposite  colour,  and  fish  over  the  pool  a  second 
time  with  the  same  care  as  you  did  the  first  time. 
Now,  be  certain  that  you  don’t  hurry,  for  I  tell 
you  that  patience  is  one  of  the  principal  parts 
that  constitute  a  good  angler.  Some  anglers  run 
over  the  best  pools  with  only  a  few  casts,  and 
then  declare  that  there  are  no  fish  in  the  pool ; 
but  the  patient  angler  finds  fish  there  as  soon  as 
Mr.  Short-Temper  leaves  it. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Before  parting  with  the  attractive  subject  of 
fishing  in  the  free  waters  in  the  west  of  Ireland,  I 
wish  to  tell  the  pike  fisher  that  he  will  find  rare 
sport  with  this  fish  in  most  of  the  lakes  and  in 
many  of  the  rivers  in  Mayo,  where  it  attains  a 
great  size.  The  upper  waters  of  the  Shannon, 
near  Banagher  and  Meelick,  also  abound  with 
enormous  pike,  which  have  been  caught  as  heavy 
as  501b. 

This  is  a  great  weight,  but  you  will  be  told  that 
there  are  even  heavier  pike  in  that  river.  When 
I  was  in  its  vicinity  last  year,  I  heard  of  one 
which  must  be — if  half  the  stories  told  of  him  be 
true— the  grand,  or  rather  great  graudsire  of  Irish 
pike ;  in  fact,  the  patriarch  of  the  Esox  lucius 
tribe.  His  favourite  haunt— for  I  am  informed 
that  he  has  not  yet  been  captured — is  a  deep, 
large  pool,  below  the  Queen’s  Salmon  Gap  at 
Meelick.  There  be  levies  blackmail  on  the  shoals 
of  salmon  fry  as  they  endeavour  to  pass  through 
the  gap,  besides  indulging  in  occasional  trout  and 
other  fish. 

During  many  seasons,  almost  every  angler  who 
visited  Meelick  has  tried  to  catch  this  huge  water 
monster,  always,  however,  with  the  same  result — 
loss  of  tackle.  Numberless  have  been  the 
encounters ;  but,  like  a  giant  guarding  an 
enchanted  pass,  the  “  great  pike  of  the  gap  ”  sent 
back  all  his  assailants  shorn  of  their  tackle  and 
honours. 

For  he  was  no  craven,  but  stoutly  met  each 
new  foe,  adding  continually  to  the  list  of  his 
triumphs.  The  spoils  of  these  must  be  rather 
uncomfortable  decorations,  if  there  be  any  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  assertion  solemnly  made  and  corrobo¬ 
rated  in  the  most  impressive  manner  by  a  dis¬ 
comfited  angler,  who  declared  that  “if  any  one 
took  that  pike  he  might  set  up  a  fishing-tackle 
shop  with  all  the  hooks  and  gimp  adorning  his 
jaws.” 

The  same  angler  stated  that  on  one  occasion 
when  he  had  hooked  this  pike  he  saw  his  vast 
proportions,  for  he  had  contrived  to  get  him  along¬ 
side  of  the  boat  from  which  he  was  fishing.  Being 
asked  why  he  had  not  gaffed  him,  he  replied — 

“  Oh,  ’tis  easy  to  say  ‘gaff  him,’  but  when  I 
desired  my  attendant  to  perform  that  operation 
the  fellow  funked,  and  swore  that  the  pike  would 
upset  the  boat,  and  in  the  meantime  the  brute 
dived  down  like  lightning,  and  carried  away  my 
tackle. 

This  angler  and  a  brother  officer  actually 
journeyed  to  Dublin  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pro¬ 


curing  tackle  of  extraordinary  strength  and 
peculiar  construction  to  capture  the  “  pike  of  the 
gap.” 

A  relation  of  mine,  a  skilful  and  experienced 
angler,  was  tempted  to  try  his  luck  with  the  big 
fish.  Accordingly  he  constructed  a  trolling 
apparatus  such  as  is  not  to  be  seen  every  day.  It 
consisted  of  three  large  Limerick  hooks,  but  as 
they  were  not  large  enough,  my  relation  had  two 
more  constructed,  under  his  own  superintendence, 
by  an  intelligent  country  smith.  On  these  five 
hooks,  tied  on  the  strongest  gimp,  he  mounted  as 
bait  a  trout  above  two  pounds  weight ,  and  attached 
the  whole  to  a  stout  hemp  line  wound  on  a  large 
wooden  reel,  the  concern  being  far  too  heavy  to 
be  managed  by  a  rod.  Thus  equipped,  he  went 
forth  strong  in  the  belief  that  he  was  destined  to 
kill  the  monster  pike.  Directing  his  boatman  to 
row  slowly  backward  and  forward  across  the  pool, 
he  kept  moving  his  hand,  feeling  gently  as  he 
trolled  the  line.  Suddenly  he  felt  a  violent  jerk, 
which,  from  its  unyielding  nature,  he  conjectured 
was  occasioned  by  striking  rocks,  of  which  the 
pool  was  by  no  means  free.  However,  the  shock 
was  but  momentary,  and  he  drew  in  his  line  to 
see  if  all  was  right,  when  he  found,  with  feelings 
which  a  brother  angler  may  realise,  that  his  bait 
was  gashed  across  in  four  or  five  places  quite  to 
the  bone — in  fact,  regularly  “  crimped  ” — and  one 
of  the  large  hooks  was  broken  off  at  the  bend. 

Irish  waters  seem  indeed  to  be  particularly 
congenial  to  the  propagation  and  growth  of  pike. 
The  fme  and  picturesque  lake  in  Lord  Rosse’s 
demesne  is  full  of  these  fish,*  which,  although 
they  have  large  shoals  of  roach  and  dace  to  feed 
upon,  lose  no  opportunity  of  indulging  in  a  ple¬ 
thoric  meal  on  a  brother  in  distress. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  some  roach  and  dace 
for  bait,  drum-nets  were  set  over-night  in  the 
lake  here  referred  to ;  on  taking  them  up  in  the 
morning,  from  two  to  six  enormous  pike  were 
found  in  each  net,  with  about  half-a-dozen  other 
pike  averaging  31b.  each,  all  more  or  less  mangled 
by  the  large  pike  which  had  entered  the  nets  to 
prey  on  their  small  kindred,  which  had  in  the 
first  instance  been  doubtless  attracted  to  the  nets 
by  the  roach  which  they  had  devoured. 

Each  attempt  to  catch  small  fish  for  bait 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  pike,  which,  however, 
were  so  large  and  powerful  as  to  speedily  reduce 
the  drum-nets  to  a  condition  of  inefficiency.  The 
notorious  sporting  voracity  of  Master  Jack  at 
certain  seasons  and  certain  days,  when 

“  Das  Wasser  rauscht,  das  Wasser  scholl,” 
should  lead  you  to  regard  him  as  worthy  of  being 
artistically  fished  for. 

On  such  days  at  least  as  he  is  on  the  feed 
eschew  base  baits,  and  substitute  that  wondrous 
lure  known  by  the  name  of  the  pike  fly,  to  which 
the  gaudiest  and  most  extraordinary  salmon  fly  is 
tame  and  colourless  in  comparison. 

With  such  a  fly,  scarlet  bodied,  two  big  bright 
beads  for  eyes,  wings  of  flaunting  peacock’s 
feathers,  and  carrying  at  its  tail  sauce  piquante,  in 
the  shape  of  enormous  hooks,  you  will,  on 
auspicious  days  and  in  good  pike  water,  have  rare 
sport. 

I  have  felt  the  rush  of  a  large  and  strong 
salmon,  and  declare  that  that  of  a  twenty-pound 
pike  when  he  has  seized  a  fly  and  discovered  his 
mistake  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  exciting.  I  was 
fishing  one  day  from  a  small  skiff  in  the  lake  on 
Lord  Rosse’s  estate  with  a  pike  fly  of  enormous 
size,  the  day  being  very  rough  and  the  waters 
high  ;  when  just  as  I  had  worked  the  fly  up  close 
to  the  boat,  and  was  making  ready  to  cast  it  again, 

I  beheld  a  vast  pair  of  green-hued  cavernous  jaws 
issuing  from  the  water  near  the  boat  close  to  the 
fly,  and  with  a  rush  that  made  the  big  salmon 
wheel  scream,  away  went  the  great  fish  to  the 
water  depths,  carrying  out  without  a  check  fifty 
yards  of  line.  Nor  did  he  stop  then,  for,  having 
no  more  line  to  give  him,  he  actually  commenced 
towing  my  little  skiff,  which  was  just  large  enough 
for  one  person  ;  and  so  strong  was  the  fish  that  I 
was  quite  unable,  for  upwards  of  half  an  hour,  to 
recover  a  yard  of  line,  and  when  at  length  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  him  to  a  pause,  he  repeatedly 
manifested  his  disinclination  to  make  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  by  tremendous  rushes,  comparable  only  to 
those  made  by  a  large  first-run  salmon  or  white 
trout  when  they  carry  out  all  the  line.  It  was 
well  that  this  and  my  rod  were  very  strong, 

*  One  captured  a  short  time  before  I  visited  Parsons- 
town  weighed  571b. ;  two  qthers,  471b,  and  431b.  respectively, 


otherwise  the  pike  would  soon  have  effected  a 
divorce  with  the  tempting  fly ;  but  as  it  was  I 
had  no  apprehension  of  a  rupture  of  the  tackle  as 
long  as  I  could  keep  clear  of  weeds  near  the  shore. 
This,  however,  was  difficult ;  for  when  the  pike 
took  a  fancy  to  make  a  rush  I  was  obliged  to  hold 
the  rod  with  both  my  hands,  which  were  thus  un¬ 
able  to  control  the  boat  by  the  use  of  the  oars.  It 
was  only  when  my  captive  remained  quiet  that  I 
was  at  all  able  to  manage  the  boat,  an  operation 
rendered  additionally  difficult  by  the  high  wind 
which  was  blowing.  In  this  manner  upwards  of 
an  hour  passed,  and  I  began  to  despair  of  getting 
my  pike.  My  only  chance  was  in  landing  in  a 
locality  free  from  weeds  ;  but  even  then  I  knew 
that  I  could  not  kill  the  pike  unassisted.  At 
length  I  saw  a  labourer  approaching  the  lake,  and 
by  shouting  made  him  hear  that  I  wanted  a  gaff. 
While  he  was  absent  procuring  this,  I  succeeded 
in  rowing  the  boat  close  to  a  favourable  part  of 
the  shore,  retaining  the  butt  end  of  the  rod 
between  my  knees,  and  allowing  the  line  to  run 
out  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  pike,  which  had  gone 
to  the  bottom.  On  tbe  arrival  of  the  man  with 
the  gaff  I  leaped  on  shore,  and  now,  having  solid 
ground  under  me,  and  great  faith  in  the  strength  of 
my  tackle,  I  commenced  a  new  series  of  operations, 
which  terminated  by  the  pike  becoming  my  prize 
about  two  hours  after  I  had  hooked  him.  He 
weighed  twenty-seven  pounds,  and  was  in  admir¬ 
able  condition.  Strange  to  say,  he  was  very 
slightly  hooked,  at  the  bony  edge  of  his  upper 
jaw,  aud  consequently  suffered  little  incon¬ 
venience  from  the  hook,  which  cannot  be  the  case 
when  the  cruel  bait  system  of  angling  for  this 
fish  is  practised.  So  with  reference  to  angling 
for  pike  as  well  as  for  other  fish  let  your  creed  be 
aut  musca  aut  nullus,  to  which  you  will  assent  if 
you  be  a  gentle  angler.  And  indeed  the  pike 
probably  has  a  worse  character  than  he  justly 
deserves.  There  is  an  anecdote  related  of  one  of 
these  fish  which,  if  true,  and  it  bears  the  impress 
of  veracity,  entitles  pike  to  take  high  rank  among 
intelligent  animals.  I  give  it  verbatim  as  it 
appears  in  the  “  Proceedings  of  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society  of  Liverpool.” 

Dr.  Warwick,  a  visitor,  detailed  some  remark¬ 
able  instances  of  instinct,  or  of  intelligence,  in 
auimals  which  had  come  under  his  personal 
observation.  When  he  resided  at  Dunham,  the 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington,  he 
was  walking  one  evening  in  the  park,  and  came 
to  a  pond  where  fish  intended  for  the  table  were 
temporarily  kept.  He  took  particular  notice  of  a 
fine  pike  of  about  6lb.  weight,  which,  when  it 
observed  him,  darted  hastily  away,  fn  so  doing  it 
struck  its  head  against  a  tenterhook  in  a  post  (of 
which  there  were  several  in  the  pond  to  prevent 
poaching),  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  frac¬ 
tured  its  skull,  and  turned  the  optic  nerve  on  one 
side.  The  agony  evinced  by  the  animal  appeared 
most  horrible ;  it  rushed  to  the  bottom,  and 
boring  its  head  into  the  mud,  whirled  itself  round 
with  such  velocity  that  it  was  almost  lost  to  the 
sight  for  a  short  interval.  It  then  plunged  about 
the  pond,  and  at  length  threw  itself  completely 
out  of  the  water  on  the  bank.  He  (the  doctor) 
went  and  examined  it,  and  found  that  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  brain  was  protruding  from 
the  fracture  in  the  skull.  He  carefully  replaced 
this,  and  with  a  small  silver  tooth-pick  raised  the 
indented  portion  of  the  skull.  The  fish  remained 
still  for  a  short  time,  and  he  then  put  it  into  the 
pond  again.  It  appeared  at  first  a  good  deal 
relieved,  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  again  darted  and 
plunged  about  until  it  threw  itself  out  of  the  water 
a  second  time.  A  second  time  Dr.  Warwick  did 
what  he  could  to  relieve  it,  and  again  put  it  into 
the  water.  It  continued  for  several  times  to  throw 
itself  out  of  the  pond  ;  and  with  the  assistance  of 
the  keeper  the  doctor  at  length  made  a  kind  of  pil¬ 
low  for  the  fish,  which  was  then  left  in  the  pond  to 
its  fate.  Upon  making  his  appearance  at  the  pond 
on  the  following  morning,  the  pike  came  towards 
him  to  the  edge  of  the  pond,  and  actually  laid 
its  head  upon  his  foot.  The  doctor  thought  this 
very  extraordinary,  but  he  examined  the  fish’s 
scull,  and  found  it  going  on  all  right.  He  then 
walked  backwards  and  forwards  along  the  edge 
of  the  pond  for  some  time,  and  the  fish  continued 
to  swim  up  and  down,  turning  whenever  he 
turned  ;  but  being  blind  on  the  wounded  side  of 
its  skull,  it  always  appeared  agitated  when  it  had 
that  side  towards  the  bank,  as  it  could  not  then 
see  its  benefactor.  On  the  next  day  he  took  some 
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youDg  friends  down  to  see  the  fish,  which  came 
to  him  as  usual  ;  and  at  length  he  actually  taught 
the  pike  to  come  to  him  at  his  whistle,  and  feed 
out  of  his  hands ;  with  other  persons  it  con¬ 
tinued  as  shy  as  fish  usually  are.  He  (Dr.  War¬ 
wick)  thought  this  a  most  remarkable  instance  of 
gratitude  in  a  fish  for  a  benefit  received  ;  and  as 
it  always  came  at  his  whistle,  it  proved  also  what 
he  had  previously  with  other  naturalists  dis¬ 
believed,  that  fishes  are  “sensible  to  sound.” 

I  leavo  the  reader  to  give  what  credence  he 
pleases  to  this  curious  story,  and  shall  merely 
remark  that  the  Doctor  is  rather  hasty  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  fish  are  “  sensible  to  sound,” 
if  by  that  expression  hearing  be  meant.  Fish, 
however,  as  the  experienced  and  observant 
angler  knows  well,  feel  vibration,  and  he  is  care¬ 
ful,  when  at  the  river-side,  to  follow  Christopher 
North’s  advice,  not  “  to  blow  his  nose  like  a  bag- 
man,  nor  to  tramp  up  and  down  the  bank  like  a 
paving  machine.” — From  “  Weld's  Vacations  in 
Ireland." 


Httlj  %tmes 


A  Nice  Point  of  Procedure. — In  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  last  week  a  poacher  escaped  the 
pains  and  penalties  so  justly  deserved  through  an 
interesting  point  of  procedure,  which  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  agent  for  the  prosecution,  but  which 
hi3  legal  friend  for  the  defence  was  not  slow  to 
take  full  advantage  of.  During  the  course  of  the 
trial  there  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Court  that  there  existed  previous  convictions 
against  one  of  three  prisoners  charged  with  poach¬ 
ing  in  the  Don,  and  that  consequently  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  judge  to  consider  the  evidence  in 
the  case  as  far  as  it  applied  to  him.  His  lordship 
took  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  held  that  pre¬ 
vious  convictions  can  only  be  laid  against  a 
prisoner  after  a  verdict  in  the  present  trial  has 
been  returned.  The  party  was  accordingly  found 
not  guilty,  but  his  two  companions  were  convicted 
and  fined. 


English  Salmon  Angling — Rods  to  Let. — 
We  are  pleased  to  find  that  salmon  angling  in 
the  middle  waters,  or  Hereford  section,  of  the 
Wye  is  improving  in  consequence  of  the  efforts  of 
the  Wye  Fishery  Association  being  successful  in 
removing  the  nets  from  a  large  stretch  of  valuable 
water  below  Hereford,  which  has  for  years  past 
been  subject  to  the  most  severe  straining  possible. 
The  water  is  now  divided  into  four  sections,  viz., 
Hampton,  Rotherwas,  Holme  Lacy,  and  Fownhope 
Fisheries,  the  whole  extending  about  fifteen 
miles.  Rods  are  limited  in  number,  and  but  few 
remain  unlet  ;  these  are  advertised  in  another 
column.  As  regards  the  three  first  sections,  we 
congratulate  the  members  of  the  Hereford  Salmon 
Angling  Association  upon  their  prospects  of  sport, 
and  the  good  fish  taken  in  the  Hampton  water  by 
two  members  last  week  at  first  time  of  asking. 


Fishing  in  Reservoirs. — In  the  Midlands  a 
great  deal  of  excellent  fishing  is  enjoyed  by  those 
anglers  who  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  the 
large  reservoirs  which  are  used  as  reserves  of 
water  for  the  canals  and  for  other  purposes.  One 
of  the  most  popular  of  the  smaller  clubs,  the  Brad¬ 
ford  Waltonian  Angling  Club,  has  the  right  of  fish¬ 
ing  in  Silsden  and  Chelker  reservoirs.  At  Silsden 
the  club  has  a  hatching  house,  which  at  present 
contains  about  100,000  ova,  a  large  percentage  of 
which  are  from  Loch  Leven  trout.  According  to 
a  report  made  to  the  members  at  the  recent 
annual  meeting,  the  care  which  has  been  taken 
with  the  hatching  operations  in  past  years  is 
shown  by  the  abundance  of  young  fish  coming  on. 
Besides  increasing  the  stock  of  fish,  the  club  has 
been  at  some  pains  to  increase  the  natural  food 
supply,  a  point  which  is  too  often  overlooked  by 
those  who  stock  their  waters.  At  Chelker  reser¬ 
voir  a  comfortable  shelter  has  been  erected  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  club.  Another  reservoir, 
that  at  Doe  Park,  has  been  given  up,  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  fish  and  supposed  pollution  of  the 
water.  The  number  of  the  Bradford  Waltonians 
is  limited  to  twenty-five,  and  such  is  the  popularity 
of  the  club,  that  for  two  recent  vacancies  there 
were  as  mauy  candidates  as  there  were  members. 


Mr.  McKnigbt,  who  has  for  ten  years  acted  as 
treasurer  of  the  club,  has  just  been  presented  with 
a  testimonial  from  the  members,  which  took  the 
farm  of  a  handsome  dinner  service. — Field. 


Tenacity  of  Life  in  Carp. — Carp  and  tench, 
especially  the  former,  have  always  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  being  very  hard  to  die.  Stories 
have  been  related  which  have  been  disbelieved, 
so  incredible  sometimes  are  the  actual  facts.  The 
latest  example  is  worth  noting.  The  meeting  of 
the  Gipping  Annual  Club  was  held  recently  at 
Ipswich.  The  dining-room  was  very  appropriately 
decorated  with  cases  of  fish  taken  by  the  local 
anglers,  including  a  pike  of  141b.,  which  fell  to  Mr. 
R.  J.  Ransome’s  rod  during  last  season.  There 
were  also  live  fish  in  aquaria,  ranging  from  a  pike 
of  51b.  to  minnows  and  gold  fish.  Amongst  these 
was  a  live  carp,  which  was  the  observed  of  all 
observers.  The  attention  paid  him  was  due  to  an 
extraordinary  adventure  of  which  he  was  the  hero. 
The  fish,  as  stated  at  the  dinner,  used  to  be  kept 
in  a  fountain  in  the  yard  of  the  White  Horse 
Hotel.  On  the  evening  of  Saturday  week  there 
was  a  fire  in  a  shop  in  Tavern-street,  which  had 
to  be  put  out.  To  effect  this  desirable  object 
water  was  necessary,  and  amongst  the  supplies 
drawn  upon  was  the  hotel  yard  fountain.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  carp  was  accidentally  scooped  out 
in  the  bucket,  and  was  supposed  to  be  lost,  if  not 
roasted  ;  but  on  the  following  Tuesday  it  was 
found  amongst  the  wreck  of  the  fire  in  the  shop, 
and  on  being  placed  in  water  revived,  so  that  on 
Saturday  night  it  was  swimming  about  in  the  best 
of  condition,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  injury 
that  had  been  done  to  its  tail.  This  is  the  story 
of  the  Gipping  carp,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  accepted  as  true.  Probably  the 
fish  had  been  protected  by  the  debris  into  which 
it  was  thrown,  and  kept  from  dying  by  some¬ 
thing  in  the  nature  of  a  puddle  upon  the  floor. 
The  adventure  of  the  carp,  of  course,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  proceedings,  which  were  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Ransome,  and  which 
indicated  a  very  happy  feeling  between  the  mayor 
and  corporation  and  the  Gipping  Angling  Pre¬ 
servation  Society  and  Working  Men’s  Club.  One 
of  the  speakers  said  he  wished  that  everyone 
present  might  live  to  catch  a  Gipping  salmon. — 
W.  S.  in  the  Field. 


River  Pollution  and  Paper  Mills. — A  New 
Danger. — In  the  course  of  the  December  lectures, 
delivered  by  Mr.  Henry  E.  Davis,  at  the  Man¬ 
chester  Technical  Laboratory,  upon  “  River 
Pollution  ” — over  one  hundred  and  sixty  engi¬ 
neers,  surveyors,  and  medical  officers  being 
present — he  said,  speaking  of  paper  mills: — 
“  When  straw,  or  wood,  or  esparto  grass  is  boiled 
with  caustic  alkali,  the  fibres  are  disintegrated 
and  a  waste  lye  produced,  such  as  is  shown  in  the 
bottles  before  you.  At  one  time  the  liquor  was 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  the  nearest  watercourse ; 
but  this  practice  is  seldom  followed  now.  Paper- 
makers,  as  a  rule,  evaporate  the  liquid  to  dryness, 
and  calcine  the  residue  to  destroy  the  organic 
matter,  making  a  splendid  profit  out  of  the 
recovery  of  the  soda  that  it  contains.  I  have 
done  much  to  prevent  river  pollution  from  this 
class  of  refuse.  The  Parion  evaporators,  which 
we  have  erected  iu  many  mills  to  recover  the 
waste  soda,  are  at  the  present  time  keeping  out 
of  the  watercourses  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  of  soda  and  two  hundred  tons  of 
putrescible  organic  matter  weekly.  Paper- 
makers  have  also  their  spent  bleach  liquor  to 
dispose  of,  and  some  works  are  very  prodigal  in 
their  dealings  with  this  article.  There  is  no 
reason  why  any  chlorine  available  for  bleaching 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  into  the  river.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  it  does  so  pass  away.  I  now  show  you 
a  specimen,  and  by  the  application  of  iodine  and 
starch  you  will  see  it  contains  available  chlorine 
in  abundance.  But  there  is  a  new  pollution,  of  a 
far  more  serious  character,  springing  up  from  the 
modern  paper-mill ;  wood  is  now  boiled  with 
solutions  of  the  acid  sulphates  of  lime  and  mag¬ 
nesia,  and  the  incrusting  matters  thus  boiled  out 
are  being  run  away  down  the  nearest  stream.  I 
now  show  you  a  sample  of  this  liquor,  which  is  a 
new  source  of  pollution  the  Act  of  1876  has  so  far 
failed  to  prevent.” — Paper-Maker  and  British 
Paper  Trade  Journal ,  Jan.  25,  1891. 


A  Note  about  the  Ribble,  Hodder,  Lune, 
Wyre,  &  the  Lakes. — Sir, — In  reply  to  your  query 
as  to  free  fishing  and  fishing  open  to  the  public 
by  payment,  I  may  say  that  visiting  anglers  can 
fish  any  of  the  streams  mentioned  above.  Taking 
the  Ribble  first,  the  best  portion  is  found  at 
Gishburn  and  Chatburn,  the  latter  waters  being 
preserved  by  a  Clitheroe  Angling  Association. 
There  is  good  brown  trout  fishing,  and  permis¬ 
sion  can  be  obtained  from  the  association.  The 
Manchester  Angling  Association  have  a  fine 
stretch  of  the  Upper  Ribble  above  Settle,  at  Horton, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Abel  Heywood,  of  Manchester, 
is  the  secretary.  There  is  free  fishing  on  the 
Hodder  for  visitors  to  the  Whitewell  Hotel.  The 
nearest  railway  station  is  Clitheroe.  On  the  same 
stream,  at  the  Red  Pump  Hotel,  they  have  three 
miles  of  fishing,  and  also  free  fishing  at  the 
Parker’s  Arms,  Newton,  on  the  same  .stream. 
The  Hodder  is  a  salmon  stream  flowing  into  the 
Ribble.  It  is  also  well  stocked  with  trout.0  The 
Wyre  is  best  at  the  back  end  of  the  year.  Salmon 
and  sea  trout  are  fairly  numerous,  and  as  a  trout 
stream  it  is  decidedly  improving.  About  eight 
miles  of  the  river  is  held  by  the  Preston  Angling 
Association,  a  very  energetic  body,  Mr.  Geo. 
Paley,  one  of  the  hon.  secs,  of  the  Northern 
Angling  Association,  taking  a  great  interest  in  its 
welfare.  Facilities  are  afforded  to  visitors.  The 
Wyre,  like  most  of  the  streams  in  the  north¬ 
western  district,  has  lately  received  a  contribu- 
tirn  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  yearling  trout. 
The  Lune,  also  a  late  river,  affords  good  salmon 
and  trout  fishing,  and  free  angling  to  visitors 
may  be  obtained  at  Hornby.  The  Hornby  Castle 
Hotel  is  a  well-known  resort  for  gentlemen 
anglers.  Very  heavy  fish  were  taken  on  this 
stream  by  visitors  last  autumn. — C.  A.  H. 


Shortly  after  our  last  issue  appeared  we  heard 
that  there  is  to  be  a  Sportsman’s  Exhibition  this 
year,  and  it  will  be  under  new  management,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  advertisement  in  our  columns. 
U nder  these  circumstances  we  shall  give  the  exhibi  • 
tion  an  extended  notice  as  usual.  It  will  be  held  at 
the  Agricultural  Hall,  London,  and  will  be  open 
from  April  6  to  April  11,  both  dates  included.  We 
hope  there  will  be  a  good  show  of  fishing  tackle  and 
other  auglers’  requisites,  as  in  former  years.  The 
Kennel  Club’s  thirty-fifth  show  of  sporting  and 
other  dogs  will  be  held  at  the  same  time  and 
place.  _ 

Mr.  W.  Hearder  says  he  saw  salmon  spawning 
this  week,  which  is  as  late  as  we  remember  to 
have  heard  of  salmon  spawning. 


We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  good  two-yeir-old 
trout  (S.fario,  not  fontinalis)  for  sale. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Joseph 
Braddell  and  Son’s  flexible  grip  rods  have  had  a 
splendid  run.  They  make  grand  rods. 


Changes  of  Wind. — As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
regions  of  low  and  high  atmospheric  pressure 
upon  the  earth  never  stand  still  over  one  place. 
They  are  always  drifting  along  and  changing  their 
position,  and  carrying  the  air  currents  with  them, 
and  about  them,  as  they  drift.  But  more  than 
this.  In  consequence  of  the  air  itself  being  a 
very  elastic  and  movable  gaseous  substance,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  balance  never  being  very 
exactly  and  evenly  sustained  where  the  greater 
and  less  pressures  meet,  there  is  a  constant  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  movement  of  the  air  to  bend  itself  into 
curves,  and  to  whirl  round  into  eddies,  much  like 
the  eddies  which  are  formed  where  antagonistic 
currents  of  water  encounter  each  other  in  rapidly 
flowing  streams.  The  wind  rarely  blows  along  in 
straight  lines,  and  almost  always  whirls  round 
into  eddies,  and  the  more  fiercely  the  wind  blows, 
the  more  strongly  marked  these  great  eddies  be¬ 
come.  In  the  fiercest  winds  or  hurricanes,  they 
constitute  what  are  at  once  recognised  as  “  whirl¬ 
winds.”  It  is  yet  again  a  natural  consequence  of  the 

*  Free  fishing  on  this  stream  is  limited  to  six  tickets 
daily  at  the  Whitewell  Hotel. 
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spinning  roll  of  the  earth  that  this  eddying  move¬ 
ment  of  the  winds  always  inclines  to  take  place  in 
the  same  direction.  The  air-drift  occasioned  by 
the  earth’s  roll  in  the  end  preponderates  over  all 
impulses  in  other  directions,  or  from  other  causes. 
Even  the  changes  of  the  wind  are  reached  by  this 
dominating  influence.  In  the  northern  hemi¬ 
sphere  of  the  earth  the  change  of  direction  com¬ 
monly  takes  place  from  north  through  east  and 
south  to  west;  and  in  the  southern  hemisphere, 
from  north  through  west  and  south,  to  east.  In 
England,  an  east  wind  almost  always  follows  a 
north  wind,  and  then  passes  on  to  a  wind  from 
south  and  west,  and  back  again  from  north.  This 
regular  order  in  the  shifting  of  the  wind  was  first 
accurately  observed  about  forty  years  ago,  by 
Professor  Dovd,  of  Berlin,  and  has  thence  been 
since  associated  with  the  name  of  that  meteorolo¬ 
gist,  until  it  has  finally  come  to  be  spoken  of  as 
“  Dove’s  Law.”  The  period  which  is  occupied  by 
the  wind  in  passing  through  this  cycle  of 
changes  is  of  uncertain  length,  and  often  occupies 
many  days  ;  but  the  same  series  of  changes  in¬ 
variably  begins  over  again  when  one  cycle  has 
been  made  complete. — Science  for  All. 


The  weather  which  at  present  prevails  over  the 
North  Highlands  of  Scotland,  even  to  the  northern 
sea-board  of  Sutherland,  is  abnormally  mild,  calm, 
and  in  every  way  pleasant.  About  a  fortnight 
ago  lapwings  ve:e  seen  in  the  far  north.  It  is 
rarely  that  these  birds  reach  Sutherland  so 
early  in  the  season,  and  when  they  do  the  natives 
set  it  down  as  a  sure  indication  of  approaching 
good  weather.  In  the  present  instance  these 
prognostications  have  been  amply  verified.  Mon¬ 
day,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  of  this  week  were 
more  like  June  than  February. 


Among  our  various  pleasant  editorial  duties,  one 
of  by  no  means  the  least  pleasant  ones  was  to 
partake,  when  out  on  a  pike  fishing  excursion  re¬ 
cently,  of  some  of  Messrs.  Grant’s  morella  cherry 
brandy  (special  “  Sportsman  ”  brand).  It  was  a 
coldish  day,  and  Messrs. Grant  had  sent  the  liqueur 
on  purpose  that  we  should  give  it  a  thorough  good 
trial,  with  a  view  to  saying  if  we  thought  it  was 
good.  The  pike  would  not  feed,  there  were  tons 
of  ice  in  the  water,  and  doubtless  they  were  in 
that  lethargic  state  which  long  exposure  io  cold 
produces  in  fish ;  so  there  was  ample  time  to  review 
the  cherry  brandy, and  we  conscientiously  reviewed 
it.  Everybody  said  it  was  a  delicious,  wholesome 
and  comforting  thing,  and  drank  Messrs.  Grant’s 
health,  and  hoped  they  would  make  an  annual 
grant  of  it,  ‘‘just  to  show  there  was  no  ill  feeling.” 
For  cold,  foggy,  frosty,  or  hot  sultry  weather,  or 
for  any  kind  of  bad,  good,  or  indifferent  weather, 
Grant’s  morella  cherry  brandy  is  appropriate. 
Even  a  teetotaller  would  find  it  useful  when  suffer¬ 
ing  from  severe  cramp  in  the  stomach,  produced 
by  bad  water  and  gunpowder  tea.  Another  great 
advantage  of  this  fine  liqueur  is  that  a  small  wine- 
glassful  at  lunch  is  a  thing  no  lady  need  object  to. 

So  far  as  the  present  salmon  angling  season  has 
run,  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  given  the  top 
score  to  one  rod  in  a  day — eleven  fish. 

Mr.  William  Black,  the  novelist,  has  just  left 
town  for  the  Oykel,  North  of  Scotland.  Mr. 
Black,  in  what  Vanity  Fair  appears  to  consider 
correct  salmon  fishing  costume,  is  the  subject  of 
the  cartoon  in  that  paper  this  week. 


The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  and  the  Garry  and 
Loch  Oich,  have,  as  usual,  yielded  the  largest  fish. 
On  the  whole  the  sport  on  these  waters  has  been 
gratifying.  A  feature  of  the  year  is  the  apparent 
strong  head  of  heavy  weights.  On  Tay,  at  Birnam, 
a  fish  within  a  shade  of  401b.  was  captured  three 
weeks  past,  and  on  Loch  Tay  last  week  a  Killin 
Hotel  angler  was  the  envied  capturer  of  a  forty- 
one  pounder. 


The  stock  of  ova  in  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Com¬ 
pany’s  Hatchery  is  in  a  forward  stage,  and  hatch¬ 
ing  out  will  soon  be  taking  place.  The  whole  of 
the  eggs  deposited  were  taken  from  very  healthy 
fish,  belonging  chiefly  to  the  Don.  The  results, 
however,  have  not  come  up  to  expectation.  The 
fact  is  there  was  too  great  a  quantity  of  ova 
secured  for  all  the  space  in  boxes,  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  that  an  unusually  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  it  has  addled. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


As  yet  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  Shin.  In  Mr.  Andrew  Young’s  time  this  river 
was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  in  Scotland  for 
early  salmon  angling. 


A  correspondent  writes  “  We  rented  two 
stretches  of  the  Spey  last  year  in  spring,  but  we 
have  not  the  least  inclination  to  repeat  the  expe¬ 
riment  this  year.  The  Spey  is  cruelly  netted.” 

Among  the  spring  fish  of  the  Dee  and  Don, 
which  as  a  rule  run  small,  seldom  averaging  over 
81b.  until  April,  an  unusual  number  of  large  ones 
have  been  found  this  year.  Within  the  past  fort- 
night  quite  a  score,  of  weights  ranging  from  251b. 
to  361b.,  have  been  netted. 


April  is  the  best  month  for  the  spring  salmon 
angling  on  the  extensive  stretch  of  the  river 
Carron,  Easter  Ross,  leased  by  Mr.  John  Macleod, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  N.B. 

Since  February  11,  the  opening  day  of  the 
season,  from  1,200  to  1,500  fish  have  been  netted 
in  the  sea  and  river  fisheries  of  the  Don.  Than 
this  river  there  would  not  be  a  better  for  spring 
angling  in  Scotland,  were  the  array  of  abominable 
obstructions,  which  effectually  prevent  the  fish 
getting  up  to  the  angling  reaches,  removed. 


A  salmon  angler  of  great  experience,  one  of 
the  best  and  well  known  rods  on  tbe  West  of 
Scotland  rivers,  writes  : — “  You  give  some  very 
good  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  sal¬ 
mon,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  in 
the  main  I  can  agree  with  them.  All  legislation 
has  been  in  the  wrong  direction  for  many  years 
back.  By  nets  at  their  mouths  and  along  their 
coast  line  the  rivers  are  over  fished.  Fish  have 
nq  chance  to  get  up  except  during  floods.  Here 
the  past  spawning  season  proved  a  bad  one. 
The  fish  spawned  very  early  ;  the  river  was  in 
flood  all  the  time,  and  though  afterwards  getting 
low,  and  leaving  the  beds  dry,  great  destruction 
was  wrought  amongst  the  ova.” 


Capital  sport  with  salmon  of  a  large  size  has 
been  had  on  Loch  Ness  since  the  season  opened. 
The  Fort  Augustus  end  of  the  loch  in  particular 
has  fished  almost  unprecedentedly  well.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is,  Is  the  fishing  free  to  anyone  ?  Many  go 
on  the  assumption  that  it  is,  and  fish  whenever 
they  have  a  mind.  The  proprietors  bordering  the 
lc  eh,  however,  assert  a  right  to  it,  which  at  times 
they  are  not  slack  to  seek  to  enforce.  They, 
nevertheless,  seem  to  dread  getting  up  a  case 
against  anyone.  Many,  therefore,  fish  and  risk  it, 
being  not  at  all  afraid  that  legally  they  are  wrong 
in  doing  so.  _ 

It  is  expected  chat  salmon  angling  on  the 
Orcliy  will  commence  very  early  this  year. 
Already  a  good  many  fish  on  their  way  for  that 
river  have  been  observed  passing  up  the  Awe. 


Accommodation  of  the  Eye. — The  mechanism 
by  which  the  images  of  objects  at  varying  dis¬ 
tances  are  brought  to  a  focus  on  the  retina. 
Helmholtz  has  demonstrated  that  this  is  effected 
by  the  contraction  of  the  ciliary  muscle,  which, 
by  influencing  the  tension  of  the  suspensory  liga¬ 
ment  of  the  lens,  admits  of  alteration  in  the  con¬ 
vexity  of  the  anterior  lens’  surface.  [Presbyopia.'] 
In  the  theory  of  vision,  it  is  that  power  which  the 
normal  eye  possesses  of  adjusting  itself  to  see 
objects  at  different  distances.  The  distance  from 
the  lens  in  the  eye  to  the  retina  is  practically 
constant.  Hence,  if  the  eye  were  incapable  of 
accommodation,  only  objects  at  one  definite  dis¬ 
tance  would  produce  clear  images  on  the  retina. 
But  the  curvature  of  the  crystalline  lens  in  the 
normal  eye  may  be  so  varied  by  muscular  altera¬ 
tion  of  its  anterior  surface  that  objects  may  be 
clearly  seen  at  all  distances  beyond  five  or  six 
inches.  The  range  of  vision  is  said  to  extend  from 
six  inches  to  infinity  ;  thus  a  star  may  be  seen  as 
clearly  as  one  of  these  letters.  With  old  age 
the  accommodating  power  diminishes,  and  the  eye 
has  to  be  assisted  by  the  use  of  spectacles.  This 
defect  is,  however,  quite  distinct  from  that  of 
long-sightedness,  in  which  oase  the  range  is 
abnormal,  though  the  accommodation  for  that 
range  may  be  perfect. — From  “  Cassell's  Storehouse 
of  General  Information .” 


Are  Barrel  Good  as  Food  ? — Dear  Mr.  Mars- 
ton, — I  was  much  amused  by  your  passage  of 
arms  with  “  Editor  Whitney.”  Your  “  plain 
tale  ”  is  certainly  sufficient  to  put  him  down.  Ho 
may,  however,  plead,  “  If  it  was  not  you,  it  was 
your  correspondent,”  and  in  that  case  I  should 
certainly  feel  myself  bound  to  take  further 
controversy  off  your  hands,  as  I  am  answerable 
for  having  maintained  in  your  columns  what  your 
critic  in  “  the  sport  ”  seems  to  regard  as  a 
culinary  heresy.  I  do  not  know  whether  barbel 
in  America  have  any  distinctive  peculiarities ; 
indeed  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  American 
barbel,  any  more  than  of  those  “  barbator  pisces  ” 
which  Milo  ate  in  his  exile  at  Marseilles.  But 
I  do  know  our  English  barbel  well,  and  during  a 
long  residence  beside  the  Upper  Thames  killed 
many  of  them,  and  ate  not  a  few,  though  I 
generally  gave  them  to  labouring  folk  in  my 
village.  And  from  personal  experience  I  am  led 
to  enter  a  strong  protest  against  Mr.  Whitney’s 
vehement  denunci  ation  of  what  I  have  found  to 
be  a  wholesome,  nutritious,  and  by  no  means 
unpalatable  fish.  And  first  I  would  ask,  how 
should  the  barbel  be  muddy  ?  He  haunts  strong, 
clear  streams  and  bright  gravels  ;  much  like  a 
gudgeon  in  his  habits,  “  only  more  so  !”  His  like¬ 
ness  to  “  blotting-paper  and  pins”  bewilders  my 
feeble  imagination ;  but  if  it  means  that  he  is 
insipid  and  bony,  the  terms  of  the  charge  suggest 
its  probable  explanation.  I  suspect  Mr.  Whit¬ 
ney’s  barbel  were  caught  and  cooked  when  out  of 
season.  Soon  after  spawning  even  the  best  fish 
are  worthless.  A  spent  salmon  is  notoriously 
abominable ;  a  “  shotten  herring  ”  proverbially  so. 
And  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  limited  demand 
for  fresh-water  fish  in  our  English  markets  is 
largely  due  to  the  disfavour  they  incur  from 
being  eaten  out  of  condition.  Holiday  anglers 
like  to  enjoy  a  summer’s  day  by  the  water  side, 
while  broadly  speaking  the  trout  is  our  only  sum¬ 
mer  fish.  Hence  multitudes  of  them,  who  are 
not  trout-fishers,  but  bent  on  basketing  something 
without  resorting  to  “  Young  Lobsky’s  ’’  method, 
catch  fish  when  they  are  not  worth  catching, 
and  try  to  eat  them  when  they  are 
not  worth  eating.  Such  e  ithusiasts  becomo 
familiar  with  “  woolly’1  riach  and  dace, 
flabby  pike,  and  watery  perch,  and  spread 
a  belief  corresponding  to  their  own  experience  as 
to  the  unfitness  of  these  fish  for  the  table.  The 
barbel  is  less  often  fished  for,  but  as  likely  as 
any  of  the  others  to  be  caught  too  early  in  the 
season  and  eaten  when  at  hi3  worst.  In  this 
way.  Mr.  Whitney  may  have  been  led  to  do 
him  injustice.  This  seems  the  more  pro¬ 
bable  because  he  seems  to  have  taken  more 
pains  than  I  to  give  the  fish  fair  play  by  variety 
of  cooking.  In  fact,  I  never  had  barbel  dressed 
but  in  one  way,  and  that  I  learnt  from  the 
cottagers  in  my  country  parish,  who  knew  little 
of  culinary  refinements.  My  fish,  when  I  did  not 
give  them  away — which  I  mostly  did,  as  I  found 
my  poorer  neighbours  really  valued  them  for  a 
Sunday’s  dinner — were  simply  baked  in  a  slow 
oven.  They  were,  of  course,  carefully  cleaned 
and  wiped,  not  washed,  out  after  opening.  The 
result  at  least  proved  them  to  be  nutiitious,  for 
the  dish  in  which  they  were  baked  would  be  full 
of  a  stiff  animal  jelly,  such  as  no  other  British 
:’resh-water  fish  would  yield.  Some  vinegar 
was  poured  over  them,  and  they  were  eaten 
cold  like  a  soused  mackerel.  They  were 
certainly  firm  and  wholesome,  and  even 
with  this  simple  cookery  were  generally  found 
palatable  by  my  guests  as  well  as  myself  when 
;hey  appeared  on  the  sideboard  at  breakfast. 
Had  they  been  boned  before  baking,  and  laid  in 
;he  dish  in  flat  layers  with  some  well-chosen 
seasoning — including  perhaps  some  cloves  and  all¬ 
spice,  a  spoonful  of  Worcester  sauce,  and  half  a 
glass  of  sherry — they  might,  I  think,  have  been 
eaten  hot  from  the  oven  to  the  great  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  consumer.  But  this  is  merely 
conjecture,  and  I  much  regret  that  my 
studies  in  barbel-cooking  were  so  limited.  Per- 
laps  some  of  your  more  enterprising  readers 
will  improve  on  my  experience.  Many,  I  am  sure, 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  a  real  public  service 
:o  show  how  our  fresh- water  fish  cau  be  best 
utilised.  We  are  still  far  behind  our  Continental 
neighbours  in  the  profitable  rearing  and  judicious 
cooking  of  many  valuable  species. — H.  R.  Francis. 

Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  weak  as  possible. 
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A  DAY  WITH  THE  MAY-FLY 
GERMANY. 

By  C.  J.  K. 

We  often  read  of  May-flies  and  May-fly  fishing 
in  England  and  Ireland,  but  we  do  not  often  hear 
of  the  presence  of  these  beautiful  and  useful  in¬ 
sects  elsewhere.  Last  spring  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  them  in  considerable  numbers  in  a  new 
locality.  I  was  spending  a  fortnight,  during  the 
end  of  May  and  the  beginning  of  June,  in  a  town 
on  the  lower  Rhine,  in  which  I  had  previously 
spent  some  time. 

The  country  near  the  river  is  very  flat,  but  by 
taking  a  short  railway  journey,  very  pretty  hilly 
wooded  country  is  reached.  On  a  former  excur¬ 
sion  to  this  part  we  halted  at  an  old  disused  mill, 
on  a  clear  gravelly  stream. 

The  old  mill  had  been  con-  _ 

verted  into  an  inn  and  fish- 
breeding  establishment,  and 
the  garden  was  divided  be- 
between  refreshment  tables 
for  human  beings,  and  ponds 
and  ditches  for  trout  in 
various  stages  of  growth, 
and  gold  fish  which  were 
also  bred  for  sale. 

Part  of  the  stream  was 
diverted  and  passed  through 
the  ponds  and  ditches,  the 
remainder  fell  over  the  dam 
at  the  backof  the  mill,  where 
iu  the  space  formerly  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  wheel  were 
several  large  boxes,  through 
which  a  stream  constantly 
flowed,  and  which  could  be 
emptied  by  means  of  sluices. 

The  keeper  let  off  the  water 
from  one  of  them  ;  in  it  were 
about  two  dozen  fine  trout, 
all  over  lib.,  but  not  many 
more  than  21b. ;  these  were 
for  immediate  sale. 

The  hotels  take  most  of 
them;  they  are  delivered 
alive  at  from  two  shillings 
to  four  shillings  per  pound. 

The  stream  below  the  mill 
was  shallow  and  easily 
netted,  and  from  it  all  the 
good  fish  were  taken .  Above 
the  mill  there  was  a  long 
quiet  piece  of  water,  which 
on  my  first  visit  I  only  saw 
from  a  distance.  Near  one 
of  the  breeding  ponds  was  a 
post  on  which  the  keeper 
told  me  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  kingfishers  had  been 
trapped  in  one  winter. 

I  wrote  to  the  proprietor 
to  try  and  get  permission 
to  fish.  His  terms  were, 
however,  rather  peculiar ; 
he  wanted,  I  believe,  only 
ten  shillings  for  permission 
to  fish,  but  all  fish  caught 
were  to  be  paid  for  at  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  per 
pound.  This  seemed  some¬ 
thing  like  shooting  in  a  poul¬ 
try  yard;  and,  as  I  could  not 
afford  to  pay  much,  I  did  not 
go,  but  contented  myself 
with  bottom  fishing  in  the  Rhine,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  a  most  unprofitable  amusement,  as  the 
Rhine  is  too  swift  flowing  for  almost  any  fish  but 
barbel,  except  in  the  eddies,  which  are  diligently 
netted.  Most  of  the  ordinary  coarse  fish  are  to 
be  caught  in  the  Rhine,  besides  one  or  two  kinds 
of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  English 
name  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  fish,  with  the  exception 
of  bleak,  are  neither  large  nor  plentiful. 

The  Teutonic  method  of  pike  fishing  is  rather 
remarkable,  considering  the  small  size  of  the  fish 
caught. 

A  young  pine  tree  is  usually  selected,  about  Oft. 
long  and  Hin.  in  diameter  at  the  butt,  such  as  are 
commonly  used  to  train  French  beans  on.  This 
is  peeled,  a  spike  fixed  to  the  butt,  and  a  tin 
ferrule  on  the  thin  end.  A  strong  willow  stick 
forms  the  top ;  a  few  clumsy  rings  and  a  small 


reel  complete  the  arrangement,  which  receives 
a  brilliant  coat  of  green  paint  as  a  final  adorn¬ 
ment.  A  few  yards  of  stout  cord,  a  procession  of 
corks,  and  a  large  hook  soldered  to  twisted  brass 
wire  form  the  running  tackle. 

The  bait  is  usually  a  bleak  hooked  through  the 
lip,  and  so  impeded  by  the  heavy  tackle  that  it 
might  almost  as  well  be  dead. 

With  this  formidable  arrangement  a  pike, 
usually  about  l^lb. — seldom  more  than  31b. — is 
occasionally  dragged  out.  It  is  not  unusual  to 
see  pike  under  lib.  in  weight  exposed  for  sale  in 
the  market  or  in  shop  windows. 

But  to  return  to  the  trout.  On  my"  last 
visit,  having  a  trout  rod  with  me,  I  thought  I 
would  try  and  get  a  day’s  sport  among  the  trout 
which  I  had  before  admired. 


do  VI 


will 


t  hi* 


it 


WAX, 


[FROM  AN  OLD  PRINT.] 


Unfortunately  it  was  rather  late  in  the  day 
when  we  started,  and  we  (had  some  distance  to 
walk  from  the  railway  to  the  old  mill,  so  we  did 
not  arrive  there  till  about  two  o’clock.  On  the 
way  I  saw  the  trout  rising  diligently,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  that  May-flies  were  the  attrac¬ 
tion. 

I  have  not  had  much  experience  of  English 
May-flies,  having  only  once  or  twice  fished  a  river 
where  there  are  any  considerable  numbers  of  them, 
but  on  other  rivers  I  have  occasionally  seen  a  few 
which  were  greenish,  and  might  well  be  called 
Green  Drakes. 

These  German  flies  could  not  well  claim  to  be 
called  either  Grey  or  Green  Drakes,  for  while  the 
bodies  were  very  light  yellow — almost  white— with 
black  rings,  the  wings  were  colourless,  with  black 
veins. 


On  arriving  at  the  mill,  we  found  that  it  had 
changed  hands.  The  new  proprietor  happened 
to  be°  there,  and  also  new  prices.  He  agreed  to 
let  me  fish,  and  pay  three  shillings  and  sixpence 
per  pound  for  the  trout  I  took,  and  one  shilling  for 
those  I  left  with  him. 

My  fly-book  unfortunately  only  contained  the 
remnants  from  a  fortnight’s  fishing  on  a  Yorkshire 
stream,  where  sandpipers  are  decidedly  more 
common  than  May-flies,  so  there  was  only  a 
solitary  specimen  of  a  Green  Drake  to  be  found  in 
it,  not  in  the  least  like  the  flies  on  the  water. 

I  lost  no  time  in  putting  my  tackle  together  and 
attaching  the  solitary  May-fly,  with  which  I  began 
to  fish  the  quiet  water  above  the  mill. 

There  were  a  number  of  flies,  both  dead  and 
alive,  floating  down  the  stream,  and  every  now 

and  then  a  good  rise,  but 
it  was  very  difficult  indeed 
to  get  near  the  water  with- 

_  ^  out  being  seen.  However, 

after  rising  one  or  two  good 
fish,  I  came  to  some  high 
weeds  on  the  bank.  Just 
above  them  the  sluice  for 
the  supply  of  the  ponds 
formed  a  little  bay.  Directly 
the  fly  was  out  of  sight  round 
the  corner  it  was  seized,  and 
a  fish  hooked.  After  about 
a  quarter-of-an-hour’s  sport 
and  many  narrow  escapes 
from  a  sunken  bush  and 
weeds,  a  fat  two-pounder 
was  landed  in  a  net  borrowed 
from  the  mill,  and  consigned 
to  a  large  bait-can. 

Several  people  had  come 
up,  and  the  disturbance  was 
not  favourable  to  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  sport,  but  I  contrived 
to  land  another  somewhat 
smaller  than  the  first ;  but 
then,  alas !  having  rashly 
taken  a  cast  into  the  narrow 
ditch  below  the  sluice,  I 
hooked  a  fish  which  hooked 
my  only  May-fly  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  I  lost  it. 

Just  then  the  proprietor 
called  to  me  to  come  and 
try  a  new  place  ;  but  it  was 
a  narrow  channel  between 
high  weeds,  quite  impractic¬ 
able,  though  well  stocked 
with  fish,  so  after  wasting 
some  time  I  returned  to  the 
mill  dam  ;  but  the  rise  of 
May-fly  was  over,  only  a 
trout  here  and  there  pick¬ 
ing  up  dead  flies  breaking  the 
surface. 

I  had  substituted  a  Blue 
Dun  for  the  lost  May-fly, 
and  succeeded  in  hooking  a 
fish  as  large  as  the  first,  but 
he  left  the  fly  on  a  stick  at 
the  bottom,  and  went  on  his 
way  rejoicing. 

By  the  time  I  had  caught 
one  or  two  small  fish  and 
risen  a  couple  of  good  ones, 
it  was  time  to  go  and  leave 
the  trout  to  the  ignominious 
death  which  awaits  most 
fish  in  a  land  where  they 
are  only  valued  from  a  culinary  point  of  view. 


Ayrshire  Streams. — Those  interested  in  our 
Ayrshire  lochs  and  streams  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  5,000  young  trout  have  been  placed  in  the 
Garnock,  and  it  is  intended  to  stock  some  of  the 
other  smaller  streams  as  well. — Heatherbell. 


Blue  Mahoe  Rods. — Messrs.  Nutting  and  Co., 
of  Edgbaston-street,  Birmingham,  are  supplying 
some  very  good  salmon  and  trout  rods  built  out 
of  blue  mahoe.  These  rods  are  light  and  have 
plenty  of  power.  They  are  praised  by  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  have  used  them.  Messrs.  Nutting  &  Co. 
supply  a  capital  little  greenheart  rod  at  10s.  6d., 
and  they  have  an  excellent  stock  of  fine  undrawn 
gut. 
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STOCKING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT 

Our  illustration,  which  is  from  a  photograph  by 
Macdonald,  of  Eton,  represents  members  of  the 
committee  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling 
Preservation  Society  about  to  distribute  a  thousand 
yearling  Loch  Leven  trout  contained  in  the  carriers 
shown  (which  we  are  glad  to  show  to  our  readers, 
as  they  represent  what  Sir  James  Maitland  finds 
the  best  all-round  sort  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
long  journeys  he  sends  his  fish  proves  he  is  right. 
Stirling  must  be  five  hundred  miles  from  Windsor). 
This  useful  society  has  now  been  in  existence 
about  twenty  years,  and  has  done  much  to  keep 
up  and  improve  angling  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Royal  borough,  more  especially  as  regards 
trout,  the  record  of  which  kept  during  the  past 
three  seasons  by  our  correspondent  for  this  district 
goes  to  prove  that  the  work  carried  on  is  bearing 
fruit.  In  1888  the  number  of  trout  caught  and 
coming  under  our  correspondent’s  notice  was 


being  dead  and  three  only  sickly,  the  distribution 
being  as  follows: — 100  just  above  the  Windsor 
Weir,  400  in  various  parts  of  the  weir  stream  (a 
grand  stretch  of  fast  water),  100  at  “  Upper  Hope,” 
near  Clewer,  100  near  Surly  Hall  Hotel,  100  in 
the  Countess  of  Wilton’s  water,  the  “Hatch,” 
“Water  Oakley”  reach,  and  100  round  Monkey 
Island,  to  be  looked  after  by  the  veteran  “  Bob.” 


AN  ANGLING  HOLIDAY. 

By  George  C.  Rose. 

It  was  in  the  summer  of  1888  that  F.  and  I 
enjoyed  three  weeks  passed  in  fishing  the  lochs 
and  streams  of  the  romantic  glen  of  Glengarry. 
Taking  steamer  from  Inverness,  one  drizzling  day 
in  July,  we  were  deposited  by  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon  upon  the  wharf  at  Cullachy,  from  thence  to 
find  our  way  to  Greenfield,  thirteen  miles  distant. 
Our  luggage  went  by  a  cart ;  we  ourselves  enjoyed, 


A  series  of  knocks,  double  and  single,  upon  the 
front  door  brought  no  one  to  welcome  the 
strangers,  and  it  was  only  after  an  impatient 
waiting  for  several  minutes  that  the  white-capped 
head  of  old  “  Marach,”  a  deaf  old  servitor,  peeped 
round  a  corner,  and,  with  a  smile  and  a  few  words 
of  Gaelic— Hindustani  to  us — disappeared  to  open 
the  inhospitable  gate.  We  were  glad  to  stretch 
our  limbs  before  a  good  peat  fire,  and,  when 
warmed  and  cheered  by  the  grateful  blaze,  found 
some  amusement  in  endeavouring,  pending  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  master  and  mistress,  to  comprehend 
the  torrents  of  Gaelic  which  our  door-keeper 
smilingly  poured  out,  baring  a  wonderful  row  of 
teeth  in  the  process. 

Oa  the  arrival  of  our  host  and  hostess  we  were 
made  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  day  in  preparing  our  tackle  for  the 
morrow,  and  in  forming  plans  for  a  “  division  of 
labour  ”  during  our  holiday.  I,  the  scribe  of  our 


Lumsden,  Datchet  (assisted) ;  (2)  R.  Plummer,  sen. ;  (3)  R.  Hollingworth ;  (4)  J.  C.  Howlett ;  (5)  F.  Betteridge  ;  (6)  A.  Stevenson,  Sec. ;  (7)  G.  Wright ; 
(8)  B.  R.  Bambridge  ,  (9)  W.  Beasley,  Slough  ;  U0)  W.  Jones,  “Only  ”  (Members  of  Committee  of  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society). 
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thirty-six,  weighing  1801b.  9oz.,  or  an  average  of 
51b. ;  in  1889  the  number  was  seventy,  average 
41b.  2oz.;  and  1890,  seventy-five,  average  41b.  44oz. 
Since  the  gift  many  years  back  of  10,000  trout  fry 
to  the  society  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  trout 
have  with  few  exceptions  been  distributed  annually 
in  the  form  of  fry,  yearlings,  or  more  mature  fish, 
some  of  the  Wycombe  breed  being  about  three  to 
four  years  old. 

_  The  last  distribution,  the  subject  of  our  illustra¬ 
tion,  took  place  on  the  7th  inst.,  and  consisted  of 
a  thousand  yearlings  ( Levenensis ),  from  the  well- 
known  Stirling  fishery,  and  which  through  the 
forethought  of  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  was  photo¬ 
graphed  just  before  being  placed  in  the  punts. 

This  committee  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a 
working  one,  themselves  reclaiming  fish  from 
outlying  waters,  hatching  ova,  and  distributing, 
each  member  being  well-known  as  a  keen  angler. 
We  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  producing  other 
societies  who  carry  on  such  excellent  work. 

The  fish  arrived  in  excellent  condition,  none 


in  spite  of  the  rain,  a  walk  extending  for  miles 
through  the  woods,  where  the  odour  of  birch  and 
fir  and  the  arching  greenery  of  the  trees  refreshed 
our  jaded  senses,  and  in  the  distance  something 
would  move,  exciting  in  our  city  minds  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  seeing  a  monarch  of  the  wilds.  But  we 
were  not  so  blessed.  The  woods  ceased,  and  our 
way  led  through  mounds  and  hillocks,  bleak  and 
bare  save  for  the  heather  winding  over  and  round 
them,  and  yet  never  attaining  any  great  height 
above  sea  level.  The  afternoon  wore  on,  and  it 
was  with  a  feeling  of  some  relief  we  saw  beneath 
us  the  chimneys  of  the  house  that  was  to  be  our 
home  for  three  weeks.  We  did  not  stop  to  con¬ 
template  the  grandeur  of  the  Glenquoich  scenery 
that  now  burst  upon  us  in  all  its  gloomy  majesty, 
nor  to  survey  the  long  chain  of  silvery  lake  and 
river,  dimmed  at  times  by  a  passing  shadow,  which 
seemed  to  hold  out  such  promise  of  joyous  days  to 
come.  The  great  towering  bens  and  the  silent 
vale  had  no  charms  for  us  ;  we  were  wet,  tired, 
and  hungry,  and  made  all  haste  down  the  height. 


venture,  had  my  ink,  pens,  and  paper  ready  to 
recount  our  wonderful  experiences  for  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  the  readers  of  a  home  journal.  Ah,  vain- 
endeavour  !  fishing  strangled  thee  in  thy  birth. 

The  morning  of  the  next  day  dawned  bright 
and  clear,  and  we  were  up  early,  eager  for  the 
fray.  As  we  were  putting  up  our  rods  before  the 
house,  old  Marach  came  round  the  corner,  and, 
smiling  from  ear  to  ear,  saluted  us  with  a  “  Goot 
efening,  chentlemen  !  ”  We  precipitately  fled  to 
finish  our  laughter  on  the  banks  of  the  Garry.  We 
j  prepared  to  work  destruction  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  waters  ;  but,  alas  !  we  wanted  more  of  the 
I  element.  The  noble  river  was  sadly  shrunken  ; 
long  days  of  sweltering  heat  had  reduced  it  to  a 
|  mere  driblet,  and  the  charms  of  Zulu  and  Drake- 
|  wing  met  with  no  appreciation  on  the  part  of  our 
prey.  Poor  F.,  a  keen  and  good  fisher,  bitterly 
protested  “  one  might  as  well  fish  in  a  bucket  ”  ; 
and  having  spent  some  roasting  hours  in  lashing 
the  runs  and  pools  to  no  purpose,  we  took  our 
rods  to  pieces,  and  marched  disconsolately  home- 
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wards,  there  to  grumble  and  growl  at  the  unpro- 
pitious  weather.  As  one  of  our  projects  was. the 
ascent  of  Ben  Tigh,  or  Tee,  we  measured  the  height 
of  the  mountain  with  the  mental  eye,  and  then  gaz¬ 
ing  upwards  at  the  sun,  shook  our  heads.  Moun¬ 
taineering  was  scarcely  possible  with  the  thermo¬ 
meter  at  90  deg. 

The  morning  following  a  heavy  mist  shrouding 
the  shoulders  of  the  big  Ben  gave  us  some  hopes 
of  rain,  but  all  was  “  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit.”  Sol  again  asserted  himself,  and  we  were 
idle  for  another  day.  To  pass  the  time  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  burn  was  tried,  and  strange  to  say,  not 
even  the  smallest  troutlet  was  seen  or  caught,  al¬ 
though  several  pools  gave  good  promise  of  baskets. 

The  weather  continued  opposed  to  angling,  and 
despairing  of  devising  anything  ourselves,  we 
fortunately  took  the  advice  of  our  worthy  host, 
and  secured  an  old  gillie  for  a  day  on  Loch 
Garry.  Fortune  favoured  us.  A  stiff  breeze  was 
blowing  when  we  pulled  away  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and,  as  we  commenced  to  cast,  our  lines 
described  parabolas  of  wide  curvature  in  the  air. 
The  sage  old  gillie  made  for  a  quiet  bay  and  bade 
us  “  go  on.”  F.  began  in  his  usual  sportsmanlike 
fashion,  casting  neatly  and  accurately,  and  draw¬ 
ing  his  flies  over  the  surface  without  splash  or 
noise  ;  but  the  old  man  grinned  slyly  as  I 
ploughed  up  the  water  behind  me  with  a  great 
stretch  of  line,  novice  as  I  was  in  the  art  of  throw¬ 
ing  a  line,  and  gave  me  a  pretty  strong  hint  or 
two  that  I  would  crack  off  my  flies  if  I  did  not  cast 
better.  The  fish  were  rising  thickly  all  around, 
eager  for  the  feed  and  voracious  for  the  fly ;  and 
F.  very  soon  landed  two  or  three  beautiful  trout  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat,  chuckling  with  delight  as 
he  rapped  their  heads  against  the  thwarts  and 
deprived  them  of  “  the  breath  of  their  nostrils.” 
Quivering  with  subdued  excitement,  I  stood  whip¬ 
ping  and  whisking  my  line  about  in  all  directions, 
and  when  a  trout  deigned  to  gorge  himself  upon 
my  Zulu,  I  fairly  hauled  him  into  the  boat 
without  the  preliminary  ceremonies  of  play  and 
landing-net. 

From  one  bay  to  anoth'er  we  moved  till  the 
basket  was  fairly  full,  and  the  scribe,  in  the  fulness 
of  his  heart,  believed  himself  a  born  fly-fisher 
Then  the  lunch  came,  and  with  right  good  will  did 
our  old  keeper  pour  libations  of  fourteen-year  old 
down  his  throat  in  honour  of  our  success.  Oar 
excitement  calmed  down  to  a  quiet  enjoyment, 
which  was  heightened  when  on  a  sandy  bottom 
we  took  in  two  or  three  trout  of  over  lib.  each. 
The  day  had  been  somewhat  stormy  throughout, 
and  as  evening  drew  down  weariness  and  hunger 
made  themselves  apparent,  and  we  were  fain  to 
tear  ourselves  away  from  the  scene  of  such 
achievements  and  hie  homewards  to  a  hot  supper. 
Our  catch  of  fish  was  arranged  on  a  grassy  bank, 
and  we  had  the  supreme  pleasure  of  finding  we 
had  captured  five  dozen  fish  of  beautiful  colour 
and  condition,  whereof  F.  had  three  and  a-half 
dozen,  and  the  scribe  a  dozen  and  a-half.  Never 
had  we  such  a  day  again,  either  on  loch  or  river. 
The  trout  were  mainly  got  in  bays  on  the  south 
side  of  the  loch,  well  sheltered  inlets  where  the 
water  is  deep  up  to  the  very  margin,  because  of 
the  precipitous  character  of  the  shore. 

The  week  subsequent  to  our  great  day  was  spent 
in  visiting  different  streams  and  lochs  without  any 
material  success.  A  famous  burn,  the  Alt  Laddie, 
yielded  nothing,  and  further  ungratefully  rewarded 
our  efforts  by  sending  a  cloud  of  “  glegs  ”  to  bite 
us  while  dressing  after  a  refreshing  swim  in  the 
loch  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  These  “  glegs  ” 
are  the  pest  of  the  glen,  issuing  in  swarms  from 
the  woods  adjacent  to  the  roads,  where  they  seem 
to  find  harbourage,  and  inflicting  very  painful  and 
poisonous  bites  upon  the  unwary  traveller. 
Midges  too,  give  much  trouble  ;  and  there  is  also 
the  fear  of  a  snakebite,  trivial  in  its  ultimate  con¬ 
sequences,  but  painful  for  the  moment. 


WET  AND  DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

By  E.  M.  T. 

The  natural  fly  is  surely  the  same,  be  it  north 
or  south,  and  trout  ought  to  be  trout  all  the  world 
over. 

I  have  often  puzzled  my  brains  over  the  raison 
d'etre  of  wet  fly  and  dry  fly,  which  have  produced 
two  such  distinct  schools  of  anglers. 

I  wish  my  experience  were  more  extensive  and 
more  varied.  At  the  first  blush  one  would  be 


inclined  to  trace  it  to  difference  of  climate,  and  in 
this  way  : — In  southern  rivers  the  ephemerae  are 
born  in  water  and  in  weather  suitable  to  their 
delicate  organisation,  and  emerge  fully  fledged  on 
the  surface.  In  the  north  this  is  so  also,  but  not  by 
any  means  so  frequently.  Many  of  the  flies  are 
chilled  on  their  way  to  the  surface,  and  are  carried 
helplessly  down  stream,  and  the  trout,  finding 
this  I  presume  a  somewhat  common  occurrence, 
look  for  them  very  often  under  water. 

The  term,  “  bulging  trout,”  may  be  similarly  ex¬ 
plained  in  southern  rivers,  perhaps,  but  here  I 
speak  with  great  reserve,  as  my  knowledge  of 
sluggish  English  trout  streams  is  extremely 
limited.  I  only  throw  it  out  as  a  possible  expla¬ 
nation,  that  on  the  days  when  fish  “  bulge  ”  the 
temperature  of  the  air  and  water  may  have 
lowered  suddenly. 

But  this  explanation,  to  my  mind,  is  eminently 
unscientific  ( i.e .,  inaccurate),  and  for  this  reason, 
that  even  in  very  cold  weather  in  Scotland  one 
sees  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  even  at 
times  Black  Midges  (the  fisherman’s  curse)  float¬ 
ing  down  the  surface  in  tens  of  thousands,  and  in 
the  case  of  March  Browns  literally  covering  the 
quiet  eddies ;  and  perhaps  the  men  who  fish  in  the 
placid  waters  of  the  Test,  the  Itchen  and  other 
like  streams,  may  be  able  to  inform  me  that  fish 
may  be  found  “  bulging  ”  when  the  waters 
are  quite  warm,  for  I  presume  that  “  bulg¬ 
ing  ”  fish  are  feeding  on  the  sunk  {i.e.,  drowned) 
fly  ;  if  not,  then  on  the  fly  as  it  is  in  the  act  of 
ascending,  being  too  hungry  to  wait  for  its  appear¬ 
ance  fully  fledged  on  the  surface.  Per  contra,  I 
have  frequently  found  the  wet  fly  kill  a  basket  of 
trout  when  the  dry  fly  would  have  proved  hopeless, 
and  this  too  in  warm  weather,  with  the  water 
quite  pleasant  to  wade  in. 

And  in  this  connection  I  should  just  like  to  ask 
any  old  loch  fisherman  how  he  can  explain  the 
fact  that  he  wall  fish  for  a  month  at  a  stretch  on 
many — nay,  on  most — Highland  lochs,  and  kill 
daily  good  baskets  of  trout  with  the  fly,  and  yet, 
save  on  a  hot  day  and  in  a  dead  calm,  trout  are 
rarely  seen  rising  at  the  fly,  and  natural  flies  for 
the  trout  to  rise  at  are  very  seldom  seen.  You 
can  take  exceptions  where  May-flies  and  other 
flies  abound,  but  in  my  experience  the  loch  fisher¬ 
man  fills  his  basket  by  fishing  with  a  good-sized 
11  v,  fished  mostly  under  the  water,  and  this,  too, 
quite  independent  of  any  rise  of  natural  fly. 
ludeed,  I  have  often  wondered  if  they  take  it  for 
a  fresh-water  shrimp,  so  rare,  so  extremely  rare, 
is  it  in  nvinxj  Highland  lochs  and  lochlets  to  see 
more  than  a  chance  fish  rise  at  the  natural  fly. 
In  ponds  also  which  contain  trout,  I  fancy  that 
trout  which  are  very  seldom  seen  rising  to  the 
natural  fly  will  greedily  attack  the  artificial  sub¬ 
stitute.  Surely,  if  this  be  so,  the  true  angler  is 
he  who  is  a  dry-flyman  when  occasion  serves,  and 
a  wet  fly  man  when  the  occasion  for  dry-fly  has 
passed,  for  I  take  for  granted  that  the  fly  fisher¬ 
man’s  first  aim  is  to  hill  trout,  not  to  throw  a  line 
all  day,  with  a  vacuous  expression  of  countenance, 
on  the  surface  of  a  sheet  of  water,  waiting, 
Micawher-like,  for  something  to  turn  up,  or  to 
fold  his  hands  and  fall  asleep  unless  fish  are 
rising. 

Here  it  is  that  the  wet- fly  fisherman  scores, 
in  northern  rivers  at  least.  When  the  fly 
seems  wholly  absent  he  may  be  seen  filling  his 
basket  by  sinking  his  fly,  aided  by  that  intuitive 
knowledge  which  cannot  be  imparted  or  even 
described,  but  which  guides  him— by  instinct  as 
much  as  by  reason — to  the  place  where  the  trout 
are  feeding  (and  they  are  by  no  means  readily 
found  upon  certain  days),  where  the  surface  of  the 
water  gives  no  indication  of  the  fact.  The  man 
who  simply  walks  up  or  downstream,  casting  his 
line  as  he  goes,  however  skilfully  each  cast  is 
made,  is  a  mere  tyro  and  a  bungler  as  a  wet-fly 
fisherman. 

To  achieve  success  a  man  must  place  his  brains 
to  steep,  and  not  allow  them  to  sleep,  whenever 
the  flies  are  on  the  surface.  He  must  reason  it 
out  within  himself,  and  he  will  frequently  find 
himself  passing  half-a-mile  of  excellent  water  to 
reach  some  particular  pool  or  stream  where  he 
has  before  now  “  struck  ile  ”  in  this  particular 
wind,  or  size  of  water  and  colour  of  sky. 

One  cannot,  I  said,  impart  this  knowledge,  for 
it  is  a  matter  of  instinct  and  exper  ence.  In  a 
similar  manner  the  float  fisherman,  going  to  a  new 
river  in  search  of  roach,  wo  ild  instinctively  seize 
upon  a  good  “  switn  ”  and  fill  his  basket,  whereas 


I,  without  his  peculiar  knowledge,  would  be  hope¬ 
lessly  astray.  We  would  both  be  rowing,  “  but 
not  with  the  same  sculls.” 

How  beautiful  it  all  seems !  There  is  the  river, 
and  the  trout  are  also  there,  but  it  matters 
nothing  if  the  fisherman  be  not  “  all  there.” 

The  trees  on  the  farther  side  are  dipping  their 
boughs  into  the  stream,  and  the  water,  clear  as 
glass,  reflects  them  as  in  a  mirror.  There  is  too 
much  sun  this  afternoon,  and  we  observe  that  it 
does  not  strike  the  water  on  the  farther  side, 
which  all  the  same  is  dead  calm.  Up  to  now  all 
hope  of  a  trout  seems  vain,  but  here  in  the  eddies 
of  the  further  side  of  the  stream  a  few  trout  are 
seen  putting  their  noses  up  lazily,  and  the  man 
who  is  “  far  ben  ”  in  the  gentle  art  begins  to  feel 
the  dawn  of  a  new  hope  at  the  sight.  He  tries 
his  flies,  but  they  are  merely  touched.  Then  he 
quietly  sits  down  and  puts  up  the  finest  gossamer 
cast  he  possesses — a  very  tiny  “  double  ”  for  the 
end  fly  and  a  soft  hackle  for  the  dropper;  no 
third  fly  in  a  bright  sun  and  low  water,  amongst 
shy,  well-fished  trout  like  this,  could  be  wise.  He 
throws  over,  avoiding  the  drag  of  the  stream 
itself,  allowing  his  flies  to  sink  an  inch  or  two, 
and  lie  begins  to  have  some  pretty  sport.  The 
trout  don’t  come  in  fast,  it  is  true,  but  each  one 
is  a  prize  well  merited  and  appreciated  accord¬ 
ingly  by  the  true  sportsman. 

In  slow-running  English  streams,  with  trout 
educated  and  fat,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  dry-fly  (on  most  days)  becomes  a  necessity. 
To  take  any  other  view  of  the  case  would  be  to  fly 
in  the  face  of  the  facts,  and  I  readily  understand 
how  men,  who  from  boyhood  are  trained  to  dry 
the  fly,  and  never  cast  save  over  a  rising  fish,  not 
only  grow  absorbed  in  the  fascination  of  the  art, 
but  gradually  get  into  a  habit  of  despising  those 
who  do  not  dry  the  fly  before  casting. 

You  won’t  catch  a  good  all-round  fly-fisherman 
who  can  dry  the  fly,  or  fish  with  three  flies  wet, 
doing  anything  of  the  sort.  In  many  slow-running 
northern  rivers  the  wet  fly  does  good  service, 
but  its  place  is  chiefly  to  be  found  where  pool  and 
stream,  delightfully  mixed,  form  the  very  poetry 
of  angling,  in  Welsh,  North  of  England,  and 
Scotch  rivers.  Nor  is  broken  water  by  any  means 
a  necessity,  as  southern  anglers  often  think,  for 
long  stretches  of  dead  water  frequently  give  the 
wet-fly  fisherman  his  largest  bags  when  trout  are 
well  on  the  feed,  and  a  nice  light  wind  is  ruffling 
the  surface. 

As  I  remarked  before,  the  chief  aim  aud  the 
true  test  of  any  angler  is  his  capacity  to  fill  his 
basket,  and  he  who  fishes  fairly,  and  in  the  sight 
of  all  men,  with  the  artificial  fly,  and  has  the  re¬ 
putation  of  being  always  well  to  the  front,  is  a 
born  fishermen,  independently  of  his  fly  being 
used  wet  or  dry. 

I  have  met  all  sorts  of  fellows  at  the  river- side 
during  my  life  ;  bat  he  who  amuses  and  surprises 
me  most  is  the  man  who  from  day  to  day,  and 
from  year  to  year,  goes  (let  us  say)  to  Scotland, 
and  keeps  drying  his  fly,  and  coming  home  as 
usual  with  a  story  about  each  individual  blessed 
trout  he  has  taken.  How  he  stalked  this  one ; 
how  he  found  that  one  rising,  and  getting  below 
him,  kept  at  him  for  half-an-hour,  till  at  last  he 
took  the  fly,  and  so  forth. 

Why,  great  Scot !  j  ust  imagine  the  short  hour, 
or  half-hour,  of  the  rise  of  flies  being  thus  wasted, 
literally  “  clinched"  away,  and  the  chance  gone 
with  the  hour,  and  all  that  the  angler  may  strike 
an  attitude,  and  say  to  himself,  complacently, 
“Ob,  I  am  a  scientific  angler.  I  could  not  des¬ 
cend  to  that  ‘  chuck  and  chance  it  ’  game  !  ”  Is 
this  not  narrow  ? 

His  own  brother,  who  “  kens  what  is  what  fu’ 
brawly,”  is  in  the  middle  of  some  fine  stretch  of 
water,  keepinghis  three  flies  going  over  rising  trout, 
hooking,  losing,  aud  netting  trout  with  the  energy 
of  a  man  who  knows  that  every  minute  of  “  the 
take  ”  is  golden,  and  must  be  energetically  em¬ 
ployed.  Is  he  not  justified  in  a  good-humoured 
smile  when  they  meet  in  the  evening  to  find  that 
he  has  probably  doubled  the  weight  of  his  dry-fly 
brother  ? 

I  would  like  to  correct  the  mistaken  idea  that 
all  wet-fly  fishermen  fish  down  stream,  and  that 
the  whole  system  is  to  cast  a  good  line,  and  then 
let  it  come  round  to  the  side  and  renew  the  cast. 

I  grant  you,  one  sees  dozens  such  fishermen  (?) 
in  Scotland.  They  are,  however,  utterly  ignor¬ 
ant  of  the  art  of  wet  fly  fishing  “  as  she  is  fished  ” 
by  those  who  are  skilled  in  that  school  of  angling. 
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la  all  rivers,  when  trout  are  on  the  surface— i.e., 
on  tho  look-out  for  a  fly — it  goes  without  saying 
that  the  ignoramus  who  only  really  “  chucks  and 
chances  it,”  and  who  pursues  the  same  tactics  at  all 
times,  probably  allows  his  flies  to  sink  till  they  pass 
under  the  trout,  whereas  the  flies  in  such  a  case 
must  be  kept  as  close  to  the  surface  as  possible, 
and  this  can  only  be  done  in  wet-fly  work  by  fre¬ 
quent  casting  of  the  line,  never  giving  it  time  to 
sink ;  and  it  should  always  be  cast  upwards  or 
across,  wind  favouring  the  angler,  and  a  short  line 
used,  making  up  for  it  by  deep  wading.  In  tribu¬ 
tary  streams  and  hill  burns  the  aim  should  always 
be  to  cast  upwards,  from  side  to  side,  and  then 
up  the  centre,  till  the  whole  water  is  searched  ere 
you  move  on  ;  but  should  half  a  gale  of  wind  be 
blowing  down  a  rapid  stream,  who  on  earth  would 
persist  in  fishing  up  ?  Common-sense  must  step 
in  here  as  elsewhere. 

It  is,  however,  when  trout  are  not  on  the  sur¬ 
face — when  there  are  no  flies,  or  few,  to  be  seen — 
and  when  perhaps  there  is  a  cold  wind  and  the 
water  low  in  temperature,  that  the  true  adept  in 
wet-fly  fishing  scores.  Nor  is  it  an  easy  matter 
either.  You  can  frequently  see  a  dozen  men  out, 
and  only  one  or  two  bringing  home  a  basket! 
The  others  find  a  ready  source  of  comfort  in  such 
little  explosions  as  “  A  beastly  east  wind !  ” 

“  Infernal  north  wind  !  ”  “  Too  much  sun  !  ”  “  Frost 
at  night !  ”  “  No  fish  in  the  confounded  river  !  ”  and 
so  forth,  and  are  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  some 
one  else  has  had  a  good  big  basket  and  on  the 
same  stretch  of  water. 

Oh  1  this  sinking  of  the  fly  is  not  learned  in  a 
day  or  a  year  either.  You  must  have  a  shrewd 
idea  of  the  size  of  fly  to  begin  with,  and  at  least 
be  able  to  hazard  a  guoss  at  the  colour  of  the  fly 
generally  about  at  the  time.  The  modus  operandi 
is  to  cast  across  and  rather  above,  and  then 
to  lower  the  point,  but  in  such  a  fashion  that 
the  line  does  not  drag  across  stream,  giving  it  a 
little  play  now  and  again,  in  still  water  in  par¬ 
ticular.  The  singular  part  of  it,  perhaps,  is  the 
instinctive  knowledge  (which  only  comes  by  con¬ 
stant  observation  and  years  of  experience)  as  to 
the  best  places,  considering  the  state  of  the  wind 
and  size  of  the  water  ;  and  an  old  hand  will  never 
hang  about  the  wrong  spot,  but  will  soon  discover 
whether  trout  are  “  on  the  job  ”  or  are  not,  and 
will  after  a  few  searching  throws  reel  up  his  line, 
try  a  little  farther  up  or  down,  and  move  off 
rapidly  to  the  next  likely  place. 

The  mechanical  thrower  of  a  line  plods  on, 
covering  the  water  with  a  series  of  very  well 
executed  casts  very  often,  but  with  as  much  idea 
of  being  able  to  see  through  a  difficulty,  and  of 
turning  seeming  failure  into  success,  as  a  tom¬ 
cat  has  of  singing  like  a  nightingale  when  calling 
to  his  lady  love ! 

He  indeed  does  “chuck”  and  really  does 
chance  it — it  is  all  chance  ;  there  isn’t  an  atom 
of  brains  given  to  the  whole  darned  performance, 
which  could  be  as  well  managed  by  an  automa¬ 
ton  on  wheels!  The  delightful  changes  which 
come  to  the  true  angler  :  the  casting  up,  the  short 
line  a,nd  the  quick  strike  here,  and  the  long 
sweeping  cast  and  the  lowered  point  there,  the 
change  of  fly  from  small  to  large,  or  from  large 
to  small,  at  times  the  careful  cutting  down  or 
plucking  of  wings  and  tackle  till  the  fly  is  bare— 
i.e.,  deprived  of  all  superfluous  dressing — the  fish¬ 
ing  this  place  up  and  that  down,  this  with  the  fly 
well  sunk,  that  with  the  fly  on  the  surface,  nay, 
the  difference  of  fishing  the  same  stretch  of  water 
when  the  river  is  full  and  clear  and  very  low— all 
these  and  many  more  in  wet-fly  fishing  “  come 
to  him  that  waits  ”  long  enough,  if  he  uses  his 
brains  the  while,  and  only  then. 

And  surely  there  is  much  pleasure  in  all  these 
changes ;  the  varied  modes  of  attacking  various 
bits  of  water,  and  the  “search  after  happiness” 
when  the  surface  of  the  river  indicates  no  sign  of 
a  birth  of  flies  till  it  is  found  a  few  inches  under 
the  surface.  All  this  entails  much  observation, 
and  means  working  away  with  an  intelligent  in¬ 
terest,  and  hope  deferred — not  lost  entirely — until 
some  measure  of  success  rewards  the  fisherman. 

The  tvhere  to  find  trout  feeding  under  such  con¬ 
ditions  is  no  very  easy  matter,  but  he  who  has 
given  the  matter  years  of  thought  will  naturally 
have  a  far  more  unerring  instinct  to  guide  him  to¬ 
wards  the  likely  places  than  he  who  simply  covers 
the  water  with  his  line  as  he  goes  down,  however 
well  he  may  manage  his  wet  fly. 

It  sometimes  helps  a  man  to  go  direct  to  places 


which  he  knows  are  good  breeding  stations  for  the 
natural  fly. 

The  “  hang  ”  of  a  stream,  that  piece  of  mode¬ 
rately  flowing  water  more  or  less  shallow  towards 
the  sides,  from  the  gravelly  bottom  of  which  the 
flies  come  bubbling  up  in  thousands  in  the  warm 
sunshine  (when  the  take  is  on),  may  bo  tried 
with  real  hope.  The  water  below  that,  in  the 
stream,  ought  to  he  searched,  and  for  the 
reason  that  I  suppose  the  flies  are  some¬ 
times  making  futile  efforts  to  come  to  the 
surface  in  the  shallows,  and  getting  nipped  by  the 
cold,  go  tumbling  down  helpless,  and  trout,  of 
course,  drop  down  to  the  fact,  and  snap  them  up 
rapidly  under  water. 

Again,  on  the  farther  side  of  a  still  pool,  not 
very  deep,  where  a  few  bushes  are  overhanging 
the  margin,  and  where  beetles,  snails,  worms,  and 
occasional  flies  drop  into  the  water  from  the  banks, 
it  is  well  to  make  some  long,  sweeping  casts, 
bringing,  the  tail  fly  close  to  the  very  edge, 
and  giving  the  line  a  little  subtle  motion 
to  shake  out  the  feathers  of  the  sunk  fly, 
and  create  an  appearance  of  life ;  and  if 
you  succeed  you  will  probably  see  no  rise,  but 
have  your  line  drawn  taut  in  a  moment,  when  you 
must  turn  your  wrist  quickly,  and  then  raise  the 
rod’s  point,  and  let  the  trout  have  his  first  burst 
freely  from  the  reel,  or  he  is  lost. 

I  tell  you,  brother  dry-fly  piscator,  that  there  is 
in  this  a  fascination  which  I  feel  sure  you  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  unlearn  your  art  the  next 
time  you  went  north — when  trout  were  not  rising  at 
the  fly,  and  when  time  passed  slowly.  And 
surely,  surely,  the  time  must  pass  more  pleasantly 
to  the  man  who  is  picking  up  trout  after  trout  by 
such  devices  than  to  the  dry  fly  adherent,  who 
considers  it  infra  dig.  to  cast  his  line  save  over  a 
rising  fish,  and  whose  reel  thus  stagnates  in  sulky, 
pompous  silence. 

Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  I  wish  my  re¬ 
marks  to  be  helpful  to  those  who  are  anxious  to  do 
the  best  for  themselves  by  fair  sportsmanlike  fly¬ 
fishing  in  such  rivers  as  I  have  already  indicated. 

The  dry-fly  men  I  know  are  very  often  extremely 
skilful,  and  the  fish  they  “  go  for  ”  are  generally 
hard-fished,  of  good  size,  and  proportionately  few 
and  far  between,  and  fish  requiring  much  skill  to 
catch.  A  man,  therefore,  when  he  finds  a  good 
fish  sets  to  work  to  fish  for  him  until  he  puts  him 
down  or  hooks  him. 

In  northern  rivers,  more  quickly  flowing, 
this  would  seem  to  be  a  waste  of  time,  trout 
very  seldom  being  of  so  large  an  average,  and 
being  far  more  numerous.  At  times,  even  in  the 
north,  trout  will  take  a  dry  fly  well ;  but  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  it  pays  really  iv ell  are,  indeed, 
seldom  met  with. 

If  I  have  spoken  of  dry-fly  fishing,  I  hope  I  have 
done  so  with  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  men 
who  surpass  me  so  easily  in  that  art;  but  I  should 
like  once  and  for  all  to  stand  up  for  the  large 
army  of  so-called  wet-fly  fishermen,  and  declare, 
in  no  uncertain  voice  either,  that  the  disciples  of 
the  dry-fly  school  who,  after  such  an  explana¬ 
tion  a,s  the  paper  has  afforded  of  our  art,  can  still 
describe  the  system  as  the  “  chuck  and  chance  it  ” 
one,  are  hopelessly  self-satisfied.  I  trust  that 
some  at  least  of  that  “  school  ”  may  see  that  my 
object  is  to  dispel  this  illusion,  and  to  prove  also 
that  the  “  wet-fly  ”  fisherman  is  every  whit  as 
much  a  sportsman  as  his  brother.  Each  has  his 
appointed  spheres  of  action,  it  is  true,  and  each,  I 
maintain,  should  respect  the  system  of  the  other. 
How  much  we  have  learned  from  the  dry-fly 
school  is  self-evident ;  why,  then,  should  they  not 
learn  something  from  us  ? 

Brethren,  let  us  “  wet  the  eye,”  and  drink  to 
tight  lines  until  we  ourselves  (hear  it  with  horror, 
ye  teetotallers)  are  “  tight.”  As  for  unkindness, 
we  swallow  it  in  our  liquor,  “  and  we  won’t  call 
names,  like  dood  ikle  boys,  any  mo’.”  For  the 
rest,  I  have  tried  to  help  others  to  increase  their 
baskets  this  season  when  they  go  north.  If  they 
will  not  come  to  my  whistle,  surely  the  fault  is 
not  mine  ? 

Postscriptum. — My  worthy  friend,  the  Editor, 
informs  me  that  the  term  “  chuck  ”  is  often  used 
amongst  dry-fly  men,  thus,  “  I  had  a  chuck  over 
a  fine  fish  up  there,”  and  that  “  Chuck  and  chance 
it  ”  is  a  phrase  more  especially  used  to  describe 
those  of  the  dry-fly  school  who,  when  trout  are 
not  on  the  rise,  simply  flog  the  water  (up  or  down) 
blindly. 

It  is  only  where  it  is  equally  applied  to  wet-fly 


fishermen  that  my  remarks  are  of  any  weight,  and 
they  of  course  also  apply  only  to  rivers  favour¬ 
able  to  the  disciples  of  tho  “  wet  ”  fly. 


F.  M.  WALBRAN’S  SPECIALITIES. 

There  are  few  firms  so  well  prepared  to  supply 
north  country  fishermen  with  the  necessary  rods, 
lines,  flies,  &c.,  as  Mr.  Walbrau,  of  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.  At  “  The  Northern  Anglers’  Depot,” 
tackle  admirably  suited  for  tho  local  style  of  fish¬ 
ing  can  be  seen,  and  the  angler  has  plenty  to 
choose  from.  As  a  successful  fisherman,  interest¬ 
ing  descriptive  writer,  and  thoroughly  practical 
all-round  man,  Mr.  Walbran  is  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  contributors  to  its  columns,  and  has  always 
been  in  the  ranks  of  its  most  steadfast  friends  and 
admirers.  For  years  many  Yorkshire  anglers 
have  appealed  to  him  for  information  and  hints, 
and  never  in  vain.  Courteous  to  the  extreme,  his 
knowledge — gained  by  thirty  years’  ardent  pursuit 
of  trout  and  grayling,  &c.,  in  the  northern  streams 
—has  always  been  cheerfully  imparted  to  a  brother 
of  the  craft  ;  and  his  decision,  formed  a  year  or 
two  back,  to  join  the  army  of  tackle  makers  was 
hailed  with  satisfaction  by  many  who  had  profited 
by  his  advice.  And  truly  who  is  more  fitted  to  supply 
the  many  requirements  of  an  angler  than  one 
who  has  proved  himself  an  adept  in  the  art  itself  ? 
If  another  recommendation  were  needed,  it  could 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Walbran  also 
possesses  keen  business  ability.  The  Northern 
Anglers’  Depot  is  a  marvel  of  neatness  and  order — 
“  a  place  for  everything,  and  everything  in  its 
place.” 

One  of  the  best  specialities  Mr.  Walbran  has 
brought  out  is  the  “  Wharfedale  ”  fly  rod.  This 
rod  is  an  exact  copy  of  one  made  twenty  years 
ago  by  a  knife-grinder  at  Ripon,  and  used  by  F. 
M.  W.  since  continually.  The  butt  is  of  well- 
seasoned  English  ash,  the  centre  hickory,  and  the 
top  lancewood,  a  capital  combination  when  the 
material  is  right.  The  rod  is  light,  powerful, 
durable,  and  at  18s.  6d  ,  lO^ffc ,  lift.,  or  12ft., 
wonderfully  cheap.  At  the”  suggestion  of  Mr! 
Wm.  Senior,  of  the  Field,  these  rods  are  stained 
a  dull  black.  The  “  Yorkshire  Angler’s  ”  special 
rod  is  well  suited  for  those  anglers  who  prefer  to 
use  the  same  rod  for  fly,  clear-water  worm,  stone- 
fly  and  creeper  fishing.  Another  good  rod  is  the 
“  Wensleydale,”  which  is  built  entirely  of  green- 
heart,  and  at  10s.  6d.  certainly  good  value  for 
money.  For  fishing  such  wooded  streams  as  tho 
Upper  Yore,  in  Mossdale,  the  Laver,  Skell,  &c  , 
the  two-joint  “  Mossdale  ”  greenheart  is  to  be 
recommended.  This  is  also  a  very  pretty  rod  for 
a  lady.  A  great  favourite  with  the  anglers  who 
frequent  the  Yorkshire  Derwent  i3  Walbran’s 
“  Scarborough.”  Any  of  these  rods  can  be  made 
to  splice,  if  preferred.  Mr.  Walbran  stocks  all 
the  “  Bickerdyke  ”  inventions,  including  that 
angler’s  ingenious  rod  which  has  been  so  highly 
spoken  of  in  the  Field  and  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  reels  are  well  made,  and  the  patterns  in¬ 
clude  Walbran’s  “  Special,”  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch,”  the  “  Spindleless,”  and  the  “  Fly 
fisher’s.”  Special  note  should  be  made  of  “  Moore’s 
Multiplier.”  The  maker  of  this  reel  has  appointed 
F.  M.  W.  sole  agent,  and  several  important  im¬ 
provements  have  been  recently  perfected.  Such 
authorities  as  Messrs.  W.  Senior,  R.  B.  Marston, 
and  T.  E.  Pritt  speak  very  highly  of  it. 

Those  anglers  who  fish  such  rapid,  rocky 
streams  as  the  Yore,  Wharfe,  or  Eden  know  well 
how  very  useful  a  good  stout  ash  shaft  shod  with 
a  strong  spike  is.  Mr.  W.  supplies  a  landing 
handle,  net  and  ring  complete,  that  well  answers 
the  purpose.  The  shaft  is  5ft.,  stained  dull 
black,  and  fitted  with  a  spike  and  hook — (the 
writer  prefers  a  spike  only ;  the  hook  often  geisin 
the  way  and  is  of  little  use  for  what  it  i3  intended, 
i.e.,  hitching  down  houghs  in  which  the  fly  may 
have  caught) — the  bow  is  of  ash  and  pear-shaped 
— (the  writer  prefers  a  steel  collapsing  ring,  it  cuts 
the  water  much  better) — and  the  net  either  of 
tanned  cord  or  waterproofed  silk.  This  “  Yorkshire 
Angler’s  ”  landing-net  is  one  of  the  most  useful 
things  in  Mr.  Walbran’s  shop. 

The  tapered,  undrawn  casts  supplied  by 
F.  M.  W.  have  already  been  noticed  in  these 
columns.  Last  year  they  made  many  friends, 
and  this  year  look  as  good  as  ever. 

A  thoroughly  practical  idea  is  the  “  Yorkshire 
Anglers’  Cast  Case,”  suggested  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt, 
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and  carried  out  by  Mr.  Walbran.  This  case,  made 
of  vegetable  parchment,  is  circular  in  form,  with  an 
opening  at  the  top  to  admit  a  cast  of  flies  ;  on  the 
front  is  printed  the  names  of  the  flies  on  the  cast, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mounted,  and  the 
most  favourable  time  of  year  and  conditions  of 
water  under  which  they  may  be  used.  Thus  : 

“  Tail  fly — Curlew  ;  1st  dropper — Small  Ant ;  2nd 
dropper — Dotterel  and  Orange  ;  3rd  dropper — 
August  Brown .  A  good  cast  throughout  the  whole 
of  August.”  The  trout  series  consists  of  twelve 
cases,  and  the  grayling  series  of  six  cases,  which 
embrace  the  various  flies  for  the  whole  season. 
To  amateurs  and  strangers  these  casts  are  invalu¬ 
able,  and  to  the  angler  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Yorkshire  rivers  they  are  very  useful. 
Mr.  W.’s  stock  of  trout  and  grayling  flies  is  a 
grand  one,  and  includes  all  Pritt’s,  Jackson’s, 
Theakstone’s,  Halford’s,  and  Aldam’s  patterns, 
the  latter  being  tied  from  silks  purchased  upon 
Mr.  Aldam’s  death  from  his  widow.  Mr.  Walbran 
dresses  some  beautiful  Midges,  including  those 
useful  patterns,  the  Knotted  Midge  and  the  Black 
Midge.  A  word  to  those  who  are  fond  of  fly¬ 
fishing  for  coarse  fish:  Mr.  Walbran’s  Green 
Midge,  Red  Earwig,  Red  Tag,  and  “  Special  ’’ 
dace  fly  are  all  good  patterns  for  dace. 

Of  numerous  minnow  tackles  the  “  A.R.  I.E  L.” 
is  specially  worthy  of  notice.  By-the-bye,  all  Mr. 
Walbran’s  minnow  and  worm  tackles  are  mounted 
on  very  fiue  undrawn  gut.  The  “Wood”  pike 
spinning  tackle,  invented  by  Arthur  Wood,  Esq., 
of  Ripon,  and  highly  spoken  of  by  the  late 
Francis  Francis  ;  the  “  Marston  ”  combination 
tackle,  and  the  “  Bickerdyke  ”  pike  paternoster, 
are  also  stocked  here. 

Mr.  Walbran  strongly  recommends  the  use  of 
a  tin  creel,  especially  his  “Wharfedale”  pattern. 
He  asserts  they  keep  the  fish  as  fresh  as  when 
caught,  and  can  be  washed  as  clean  as  a  dish. 
They  are  worth  a  trial,  and  the  cost  is  not  much 
—six  shillings  each.  He  goes  in  strongly  for 
creels,  and  keeps  them  of  leather,  leather  and 
wood,  tin,  tin  and  wood,  “  Routledge’s  ”  Carlisle 
wood  pattern,  tin-lined  wicker,  &c.,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  French  and  English  wicker  patterns. 

The  fly  and  tackle  books  and  cases  at  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Depot  are  legion  :  there  is  the 
“  Wharfedale  ”  fly-book  at  12s.  6d.  each,  and  the 
“  Marston  ”  dry-fly  pocket  book. 

Mr.  Walbran  has  a  very  neat  pocket  flask,  which 
he  says  “  will  not  leak  ”  ;  but  somehow  or  other  it 
gets  empty  just  as  quickly  as  most  anglers’  flasks 
do. 

Anglers  visiting  Leeds  should  call  and  look  at 
the  preserved  specimen  fish  and  casts  of  trout  and 
grayling  ;  they  are  well  worth  an  inspection. 


February  to  acquire  chills  which  may  develop 
into  rheumatism  at  Whitsuntide  when  one  ought 
to  be  fishing. 


When  salmon  are  taken  from  poachers  they  are, 
if  in  good  condition,  sold,  and  the  proceeds  go  to 
swell  the  funds  of  the  Board.  The  salmon  seized 
by  Mr.  Stretton,  inspector  in  the  Lee  fishery  dis¬ 
trict  (Ireland),  during  the  close  season  now  past, 
brought  in  the  sum  of  £22.  At  the  recent  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Board  it  was  proposed  to  make  Mr. 
Stretton  a  present  of  one-third  the  sum  he  had 
brought  to  the  coffers  of  the  Conservators  by  his 
energy  and  determination  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
illegal  traffic  in  salmon.  Mr.  Stretton,  however, 
said  he  would  rather  not  take  more  than  £5,  so  a 
cheque  for  that  amount  was  given  him.  If  every 
Board  had  an  inspector  as  energetic  as  Mr. 
Stretton,  poaching  and  the  selling  of  salmon  in 
the  close  season  would  soon  die  out. 


boiled  salt  barbel,  when  in  season.  I  would  also 
condemn  those  infamous  persons  to  read  aloud 
for  four  hours  every  day  the  glorious  truths 
which  have  been  given  to  the  world  by  angling 
writers.  Templar. 


TOaltomatra 


Some  Liverpool  anglers  would  like  to  angle  for 
coarse  fish  in  Lake  Yyrnwy,  but  the  lessee  objects 
to  the  trout  being  “  murdered  on  worm  tackle  by 
a  lot  of  bottom-fishers,”  and  intends  “  to  keep  the 
place  select.”  _ 


Looking  through  the  report  of  the  Michigan 
Board  of  Fish  Commissioners,  I  note  that  the 
new  white  fish  hatchery  at  Detroit  is  said  to  be 
“  the  first  in  the  world  in  the  importance  of  its 
work  in  re-stocking  waters  with  commercial  fish.” 
It  is  said  to  have  a  capacity  for  hatching  one 
hundred  and  sixty  million  white  fish  annually, 
and  more  than  four  times  that  quantity  of  wall¬ 
eyed  pike.  I  am  glad  to  notice  in  the  report  a 
refutation,  though  one  is  hardly  needed,  of  the 
statement  that  no  water  can  be  pointed  to  in 
which  the  fishing  has  been  improved  by  fish 
culture.  Fine  trout  fishing,  says  the  report,  is 
to  be  had  in  very  many  counties  of  the  lower 
peninsular,  and  these  streams  never  knew  the 
speckled  trout  until  they  were  artificially  intro¬ 
duced.  _ 

Oyster-land  was  in  a  more  or  less  excited  con¬ 
dition  last  week,  owing  to  its  invasion  by  an 
immense  whale.  The  monster  seems  to  have 
wandered  up  the  river  Crouch  on  the  flood  tide, 
and  getting  too  near  the  north  shore,  ran  aground 
by  the  Holliwell  oyster  laying,  not  far  from  the 
spot  where  a  whale  was  stranded  eight  years  ago. 
The  unfortunate  whale  was  stabbed  and  shot  at 
until  it  died,  and  was  then  towed  up  to  Burnham 
by  a  steamer.  Then  the  Crown  seized  it,  much 
to  the  indignation  of  the  men  who  had  killed  it, 
and  then  the  Crown  sold  it  for  £17  10s.  Then 
Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  the  owner  of  the  royalty  of 
the  river,  whatever  that  may  be,  claimed  it,  and 
the  purchaser  stopped  his  cheque,  much,  doubt¬ 
less,  to  the  Crown’s  disgust,  until  such  time  as  it 
had  been  decided  to  whom  the  whale  belonged. 
All  that  the  thirty  men  who  helped  to  kill  the 
whale  will  have  is  salvage  money  on  £17  10s. 


says  that 
the  dishes 


at  a 


was 


A  “  FOREIGN  correspondent 
dinner  party  in  Berlin  one  of 
fogosch,  a  Hungarian  fish  caught  in  the  Theiss, 
stuffed  with  Rhine  salmon.” 


Complaints  are  made  of  the  way  the  Eden  is 
poached  in  broad  daylight  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Carlisle.  Local  people  look  on,  so  it  is  said, 
and  seem  rather  to  enjoy  seeing  salmon  gaffed. 


Mr.  Charles  Capel,  so  long  known  as  a  fish- 
culturist,  is  now  living  at  Ryde,  and  is  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  induce  the  Town  Council  to  devote  the 
canoe  lake  to  experiments  in  marine  fish-culture 
Mr.  Capel  proposes  to  attempt  lobster  and  crab 
breeding.  The  eggs  of  these  shell-fish  are  easy  to 
hatch ;  but  no  one  at  present  seems  to  know  how 
to  rear  the  young. _ 

Noss,  Mayo,  gives  the  three  following  reasons 
against  February  trouting : — (1)  The  fish  are  not 
worth  catching.  (2)  It  is  against  the  principle  of.i 
angling  to  basket  fish  which  cannot  or  should  not 
be  used  for  food.  (3)  There  is  a  liability  in 


The  purchaser  of  the  whale  intended  to  show 
it,  and  advertised  it  far  and  wide.  Special  trains 
were  run  and  crowds  came  to  see,  but,  alas,  tbe 
whale  had  stuck,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  ex¬ 
hibition  hundreds  went  grumbling  away  because 
they  had  seen  the  whale  outside  without  having 
to  pay  anything.  The  manager  of  the  West¬ 
minster  Aquarium  was  anxious  to  show  the  whale, 
but  by  the  time  his  offer  came,  or  shortly  after¬ 
wards,  the  huge  animal  had  commenced  to  give 
off  a  huge  smell.  It  is  now,  so  far  as  its  flesh  is 
concerned,  manuring  the  ground  a  mile  or  two 
below  Burnham-on-Crouch,  while  as  to  its  bones 
I  hope  to  hear  that  they  are  being  set  up  as  was 
proposed.  The  measurements  given  are — length, 
47ft. ;  girth,  20ft. ;  width  across  tail,  lift. 


A  person,  who  shall  be  nameless,  once  perpe- 
prated  the  following  wicked  libel : — “  Paper  fisher¬ 
men  seldom  speak  the  truth.”  In  a  certain  paper 
(of  all  places  !)  that  lying  proverb  was  repeated 
last  week.  People  who  can  say,  write,  or  publish 
things  of  this  kind  ought  to  suffer  from  the  effects 
of  some  withering  curse.  But  though  curses  do 
the  curser  a  lot  of  good,  they  do  not  seem  to  do 
the  cursees  any  harm  nowadays,  and  the  law 
ought  to  give  angling  writers  protection  against 
infamous  statements  like  the  above.  It  should 
be  a  criminal  offence  to  say  anything  like  that, 
and  the  punishment  ought  to  be  solitary  confine 
ment,  a  mattress  stuffed  with  pike  floats  to  sleep 
on,  and  a  diet  of  stale  dogfish  varied  by  under 


STRAY  CASTS. 

On  the  1st  inst.  the  salmon  fishing  commenced 
here  (Athlone),  and  since  then  five  nice  fish  have 
fallen  to  Mr.  Brown’s  rod,  and  four  to  Mr.  Tur- 
kington’s.  The  General  also  had  one.  They  were 
all  taken  trolling  with  the  gudgeon  in  the  local 
weir  water,  but  a  few  fish  have  also  been  killed  a 
few  miles  lower  down  the  river.  To-morrow  the 
netsmen  begin,  and  the  season,  so  far,  looks  rather 
promising  for  them.  Somehow  one  rather  wishes 
netting  was  prohibited  at  this  distance  from  the 
sea,  They  scrape  in  a  few  fish  certainly  now 
and  then,  including  a  good  trout  occasionally  ; 
but  they  scare  the  life  out  of  what  they  don’t 
catch,  and  are  a  cause  of  heart-burning  and  pro¬ 
fanity  to  your  honest  angler,  who  has  paid  h 
£1  to  dabble  in  troubled  waters. 

No  one  in  Ireland  thinks  of  troubling  himself 
about  questions  of  legality  of  illegality,  for  as  the 
Apostle  says,  “  where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no 
sin.”  Still,  some  of  our  ways  of  capturing  fish  over 
here  are  sufficiently  remarkable,  not  to  say  extra¬ 
ordinary,  and  worth  mentioning  perhaps.  In  the 
first  place  there  are  nets — some  forty  altogether, 
licensed  and  otherwise,  according  to  the’calcula- 
tion  of  a  friend  of  mine — continually  being  shot 
along  the  shores  and  island  shallows  of  Lorgh 
Ree,  hauling  out  any  unfortunate  trout  that 
escapes  the  seductions  of  the  cross-lines  on  the 
surface.  This  once-flourishing  industry  is  not, 
however,  what  it  once  was,  as  your  honest  islaud 
netsman  will  tell  you  with  a  sigh.  (There  are 
people  who  complain  of  not  having  their  loaf  when 
they  have  eaten  it.)  In  the  days  before  the  flood, 
they  made  their  £1  or  thirty  shillings  a  week,  but 
“  look  at  us  now !  ’  they  cry.  These  unhappy  toilers 
of  the  lake  are  certainly  not  suffering  because  of 
any  want  of  resourceful  ingenuity  on  their  part. 
If  they  don’t  get  fish  it  is  not  their  fault.  Who 
can  fail  to  admire  their  method  of  winter 
fishing,  for  instance  ?  Your  trout  come  crowding 
that  is  when  there  were  enough  of  them  to 
make  a  crowd — around  the  sandy  shallows,  in 
December  or  earlier,  to  spawn.  Your  netsman 
enmeshes  them,  and  there  being  no  market  for 
them  at  the  time,  placing  them  alive  in  tubs  of 
water  in  his  boat,  carefully  deposits  them  in  one 
of  his  island  “  wells,”  where  they  disport  them¬ 
selves  as  they  best  can  till  they  are  wanted.  These 
wells  ”  are  excavations  of  various  dimensions, 
that  are  constructed  by  our  provident  fisherman, 
with  a  convenient  feed-channel  and  outlet,  both 
carefully  grated  of  course  (with  a  bush),  so  that 
the  trout  are  just  as  well  off  as  if  in  the  lake,  and 
under  far  more  effective  control.  Occasionally 
our  toiler  meets  with  a  misfortune,  and  the  labour 
of  bis  hands  is  marred.  In  a  severe  winter  his 
well  has  been  know  to  become  a  solid  mass  of  ice, 
with,  of  course,  obvious  results  ;  a  prowling  otter 
sometimes  leaves  marks  of  his  nocturnal  visits, 
and  over-crowding  even  tells  its  tale  as  in  other 
hapless  homes.  But  when  he  escapes  fairly  well, 
your  thrifty  toiler  often  despatches  a  few  hundred¬ 
weight  of  trout  to  a  good  market  on  the  very  day 
the  trout  fishing  opens. 

The  thoughtful  reader  will  now  perhaps  be  able 
to  understand  how  it  is  that  even  in  the  May-fly 
season  this  present  unhappy  scribe  paid  more  than 
one  bootless  visit  to  the  dimpling  waters  of  Lough 
Ree.  He  will  also  see  why  it  was  the  same  un¬ 
happy  individual  was,  for  once,  made  glad,  ard 
almost  offensively  hilarious,  by  the  capture  of  one 
trout  (7^1b.)  in  the  same  prolific  (?)  season  last 
year.  Oh,  how  the  iron  enters  into  one’s  soul,  and 
the  tears  into  one’s  eyes,  as  Mr.  H.  tells  how  old 
Mr.  Norton,  now  with  God,  used  to  go  for  a  few 
hours’  fishing  “  up  the  lake,”  in  the  good  old  days, 
ere  railways  and  all  their  consequent  abominations 
were  !  The  veteran,  starting  with  a  box  of  Drakes 
in  his  boat,  would  proceed  to  row  up  the  lake,  a 
short  English  mile  or  so  off.  But  before  he  was 
well  under  way  he  would  see  a  trout  rise, 'and  to 
pass  a  rising  fish  was  more  than  he  could  do.  So 
his  rod  was  adjusted,  his  brace  of  Drakes  (they 
always  believed  in  “  braces  ”  here)  impaled,  and 
with  a  gentle  breeze  to  help  a  dexterous  hand,  the 
tempting  lure  is  over  him.  A  boil,  a  moment’s 
pause,  and  he’s  in  him.  And  now  he’s  beaten, 
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brought  alongside,  and  is  quickly  on  the  safe  side 
of  the  boat.  But  the  watchful  eye  has  seen  another 
rise  a  little  higher  up,  or  nearer  to  the  Connaught 
shore,  as  it  may  be,  and  again  our  hero  is  on  the 
war-path.  And  so  they  rise,  and  so  he  kills.  Almost 
wearied  with  his  sport,  he  thinks  it  time  to  head 
for  home  at  last,  and  so  he  leaves  the  lake  till 
another  day.  But  that  day  never  comes.  He 
takes  home  some  201b.  to  301b.  of  splendid  trout, 
and  a  day  or  two  after  starts  for  the  lake  again, 
with  exactly  the  same  results  as  before.  And  so 
men  fished  in  the  noble  past,  while  their  degener¬ 
ate  sons  have  nothing  left  them  now  but  to  weep 
over  the  memory  of  a  departed  joy  that  returns  to 
bless  us  no  more  for  ever. 

Let  us  turn  from  the  sad  subject.  There  is 
positively  something  pathetic  (there’s  a  sob  in  my 
voice  yet)  in  the  beautiful  and  splendidly  efficient 
apparatus  which  the  modern  angler  equips  him¬ 
self  with  when  he  goes  forth  to  secure — a  blank 
day.  It  sometimes  reminds  me  of  a  touching  story 
I  once  came  across  of  a  poor  young  mother  who 
lost  her  first  baby,  and  with  it  her  reason.  The 
doctors  at  last  managed  to  pacify  her,  and  even 
made  the  hapless  creature  quite  delighted  by  pro¬ 
viding  ber  with  a  splendidly  got  up  doll.  When  I 
see  a  piscator  going  forth  in  the  morning  of  his 
hope,  rich  in  all  the  elaborate  and  cunning 
machiery  of — well,  no  matter  whom,  I  cannot  re¬ 
frain  from  murmuring,  “  There  goes  the  poor  fellow 
with  his  doll."  Our  fathers  killed  salmon  without 
a  reel.  The  editor  of  my  “  Walton  ”  had  the  wind 
knocked  clean  out  of  him  when  he  came  to  this, 
and  the  poor  man  is  there  gasping  on  p.  115  ever 
since.  I  have  a  good  laugh  at  him  every  time  I 
open  the  book. 

The  end  of  trout  fishing  it  is  easy  to  foresee. 
The  fish,  masters  of  the  situation,  wiil  name  their 
own  terms,  and  will  only  die  on  a  mutual  under¬ 
standing  with  their  captors.  And  when  these  final 
evil  days  are  steadily  settling  down  upon  us,  the 
daring  explorer  that  discovers  a  trout  stream,  far 
away  in  some  region  old,  where  fish  will  rise  at  a 
fly,  will  have  discovered  a  mine  of  gold,  surpassing 
the  wealth  of  Ormuz  and  of  Ind.  Kings  and 
the  mighty  ones  of  the  earth  will  be  humble 
suppliants  at  his  feet  for  a  day’s  fishing  on  any 
terms  ;  and  Sunday-school  literature  will  immor¬ 
talise  him  as  the  good  little  boy  who  became  great, 
if  it  can  only  be  made  to  appear  that  he  did  not 
fish  on  the  Sabbath  in  his  tender  years.  These 
thoughts  sadden  me,  so  I  must  to  bed.  Mona. 


Bishop  Blomfield. — Bishop  Blomfield  retained 
his  wit  to  the  last.  Shortly  before  his  death  Mrs. 
Blomfield  was  “  baking  his  legs,”  and,  on  his  cry¬ 
ing  out  with  pain,  she  said,  playfully,  “  Now, 
Bishop,  don’t  bellow  like  a  cow.”  “  How  can  I 
help  it,”  cried  he,  “  when  you  are  hurting  my 
calves  ?”  Told  me  by  Derwent  Coleridge. — 
W.  L.  N. _ _ 

Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills.  —Coughs,  Influenza— The 
soothing  properties  of  these  medicaments  render  them  well  worthy 
of  trial  in  all  diseases  of  the  lungs.  In  common  colds  and  influenza 
the  Pills  taken  internally  and  the  Ointment  rubbed  externally  are 
exceedingly  efficacious.  When  influenza  is  epidemic  this  treatment 
is  easiest,  safest,  and  surest.  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment 
purify  the  blood,  remove  all  obstructions  to  its  free  circulation 
through  the  lungs,  relieve  the  overgorged  air  tubes,  and  render 
rest  i ration  free  without  reducing  the  strength,  irritating  the 
n  rves,  or  depressing  the  spirits.  Such  arc  the  ready  means 
of  saving  suffering  when  afflicted  with  colds,  coughs,  bronchitis, 
and  other  complaints  by  which  so  many  are  seriously  and  perma¬ 
nently  afflicted  in  most  countries 


FISH  STORIES.— No.  2. 


THE  SACRED  BATH, 

OR 

THE  WORSHIPPING  FISH  OF  UMRITSUR. 


One  day,  when  strolling  across  the  cotton  fields 
contemplating  upon  the  past  errors  of  my  life,  I 
was  suddenly  aroused  from  my  deep  reverie  by 
finding  myself  upon  the  edge  of  a  large  and  beau¬ 
tiful  stone  basin  or  Indian  bath.  I  sat  down  upon 
the  marble  steps  to  rest  and  listen  to  the  sweet 
song  of  the  rainbow  bird.  I  had  sat  there  much 
longer  than  I  had  intended,  for  the  sun  was  now 
setting  in  all  its  golden  splendour.  I  was  about 
to  rise,  but  at  that  moment  the  sun  shed  his  dying 
rays  upon  the  water  of  this  sacred  bath,  and  im¬ 
mediately  all  the  fish  collected  in  the  centre  of 
the  basin,  and  bowing  their  heads  three  successive  times 
down  to  the  pebble  stones  beneath  them,  sank  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  with  tails  erect  in  the  motionless  water,  remaining 
thus  until  the  sun  had  fairly  sank  behind  the  distant  hills, 
when  one  and  all  shook  off  their  death-like  stupor,  and 
darting  up  to  the  top  of  the  water  thrice,  opened  wide 
their  mouths  cind  again  sank  to  the  bottom.  This  manoeuvre 
was  repeated  until  after  raising  their  heads  above  water 
for  the  third  time  they  became  separated,  and  I  could  at 
once  see  that  their  sacred  devotions  were  at  an  end. 
Starting  off  for  home  greatly  bewildered  and  fatigued,  I 
reached,  there  about  8  p.m.  I  did  not  speak  to  my  comrades 
of  what  I  had  that  day  seen  until  some  few  days  after¬ 
wards,  when  strolling  out  with  my  friend  Patten,  I  divulged 
to  him  the  scene  which  occurred  in  the  sacred  bath. 
Haying  greatly  raised  his  curiosity  he  expressed  a  wish  to 
visit  this  pond  of  worshipping  fish.  So  starting  off  at  full 
speed  across  the  cotton  fields  we  were  not  long  in  again 
finding  the  sacred  spot,  but  great  was  my  surprise  and 
grief  at  finding  the  fish  all  dead,  and  the  once  pare  and 
crystal  water  stagnant  and  impure.  After  remaining 
some  few  moments  wondering  and  suggesting  the  cause  of 
this  sad  calamity,  I  thought  I  could  hear  the  mournful 
sob  of  a  person  as  if  in  deep  distress,  and  looking  round 
saw  crouched  up  in  a  corner,  with  his  face  upon  the  earth, 
a  native,  evidently  a  native  chief,  deeply  lamenting  the 
loss  of  his  gods  the  fish.  We  questioned  him  in  his  own 
language  as  to  the  cause  of  his  distress,  but  for  a  long  time 
could  neither  obtain  an  answer  nor  even  a  look  from  him 
but  at  last,  raising  his  tearful  eyes,  he  explained  to  us  the 
cause  of  his  deep  lamentation,  and  the  death  of  all  the  fish. 
It  was  thus  For  many  generations  this  bath  had  been 
the  worshipping  place  of  a  certain  caste  or  race  of  people, 
and  never  before  had  European  cast  eyes  upon  its  sacred 
water,  until  I  by  accident,  and  as  I  have  already  stated, 
came  upon  the  spot  when  the  bath  keeper  or  priest  lay 
soundly  sleeping  under  the  shade  of  a  large  peach  tree.  The 
priest  seeing  me  upon  the  sacred  steps  at  once  knew  that  his 
and  the  caste  of  all  who  had  bathed  and  worshipped  there 
was  broken  by  the  shadow  of  a  white  man  falling  upon 
their  gods  the  fish,  and  fearing  the  gods  would  forsake  him 
he  procured  poison  to  destroy  them  and  repaired  to  the 
spot  to  watch  and  mourn  their  loss. 

Thus  after  many  years  ended  the  daily  devotions  of  the 
worshipping  fish. 

Never  before  or  since  have  I  seen  such  wonderful  fish. 
And  but  few  Europeans  ever  heard  that  such  wonderful 
fish  had  ever  existed. 

’•  They  moved  in  tracks  of  shining  white. 

And  when  they  rose,  the  elfish  light 
Fell  off  in  hoary  flakes 
Within  the  shadow  of  the  pool. 

I  watched  their  rich  attire, 

Blue,  glassy  green,  and  velvet  black. 

They  curled,  and  swam,  and  every  track 
Was  a  flash  of  golden  fire. 

G.  H.  (51th  Regt.  of  Foot.) 

[This  is  not  had,  but  we  seem  to  have  a  hazy  recollection 
of  something  like  it  in  Wieland’s  Werke.—Y.u.} 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised  j 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  I 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks:— 

A.  Abramoff,  of  Liverpool,  for  ‘‘Improvements  in  appa¬ 
ratus  applicable  for  catching  fish  and  other  animals.” 

W.  Hardy  and  J.  J.  Hardy,  of  London  and  North  British 
Works,  for  “Improvements  in  fishing  baskets,  cases,  and  j 
hooks.” 


NOTES  FROM  THE  MIDLANDS. 

By  C.  W. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday  evening,  Feb.  19,  at  the  head-quarters, 
the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfleld,  Bir¬ 
mingham.  The  attendance  was  not  all  that  could 
be  desired,  considering  the  importance  of  the 
business  transacted.  Mr.  T.  Cole  presided,  and 
Mr.  R.  Gumbley  occupied  the  vice  chair.  The 
first  business  brought  forward  was  concerning  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  association,  when  it  was  resolved  to  leave 
the  arrangements  in  the  hands  of  a  sub-committee.  The 
four  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  form  the  com¬ 
mittee— namely,  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  Simkiss  and  White. 
A  notice  of  a  new  bye-law  was  given  by  J.  Dance,  which 
was  to  the  following  effect : — u  That  no  more  new  societies 
be  admitted  into  the  association.”  This  was  passed  without 
opposition  by  the  committee,  and  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  but  what  this  proposed  new  rule  will  become  law 
next  March,  as  the  Birmingham  Association  have  branches 
in  every  part  of  the  City  ;  and  the  new  bye-law  is  proposed 
for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  already  existing  clubs, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  new  societies  are  allowed  to 
be  formed  and  enrolled,  they  will  to  a  considerable  extent 
rob  some  of  the  societies  of  their  members.  The  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  discussing  the  proposed  new 
bye-laws,  respecting  the  size  of  fish  to  be  taken  and 
retained,  and  also  the  advisability  of  the  association 
renting  water  for  the  use  of  the  members  who  are  more  or 
less  dependent  upon  canals  and  other  unproductive  waters. 
No  resolutions  were  taken  upon  the  discussion,  as  the 
proposed  bye-laws  will  be  brought  before  a  general  meeting 
on  the  23rd  of  April  next. 


A  good  number  of  the  Midlanders  have  been  out  since 
my  last  note,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Trent 
at  Alrewas,  which  is  rented  by  our  largest  Birmingham 
society,  the  Midland  Piscatorials,  and  on  the  same  river  at 
Barton  and  Yoxall.  At  Alrewas  pike  fishing  has  been  in 
full  swing,  and  some  good  pike  have  been  landed.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  rather  quiet,  but  a  few  roach  have  fallen 
victims  to  the  seductive  gentle.  At  Yoxall,  a  pike  weigh¬ 
ts  171b.  has  been  caught,  and  several  smaller  ones,  from 
81b.  to  101b.  each,  have  been  taken  on  the  Tame,  which  is  a 
tributary  of  the  Trent.  A  good  basket  of  mixed  fish,  con¬ 
sisting  chiefly  of  roach  and  chub,  was  taken  on  Thursday 
last  from  this  water;  chub  from  31b.  down,  and  a  grand 
roach  of  l|lb.,  together  with  others,  made  up  a  basket,  the 
aggregate  weight  of  which  was  altogether  221b.  of  fish. 
This  is  extraordinarily  good  for  the  Tame,  and  speaks  well 
for  the  future.  At  Barton,  on  the  Trent,  some  good  fish 
have  been  taken,  and  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  Pares,  of  the 
Plume  of  Feathers,  Miles  street,  Bordesley,  Birmingham, 
captured  a  splendid  chub  of  51b.  loz.  with  the  lob  worm! 
On  the  Avon,  some  good  few  have  been  out,  but  nothing 
above  the  average  has  been  done.  The  small  red  worm 
has  done  some  execution  amongst  the  roach,  and  in  a  few 
instances  some  good-sized  fish  have  been  taken  in  grand 
condition.  A  chub  of  21b.  was  taken  on  Saturday  with  the 
worm,  and  a  few  others  with  paste.  No  perch  or  bream 
have  been  taken,  but  I  hope  to  hear  of  something  being 
done  with  these  gentlemen  before  the  close  season  comes 
in,  as  there  are  plenty  of  these  fish  in  the  Avon.  Some 
fair-sized  pike  have  been  taken  chiefly  with  the  spinning 
bait.  The  Severn  is  in  fair  condition  for  bottom  fishing, 
and  chub,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  taken  in  small  quan¬ 
tities.  The  Shrewsbury  Angling  Society  seem  to  spare  no 
expense  or  trouble  in  making  their  portion  of  this  beautiful 
river  worthy  the  attention  of  those  who  care  to  visit  the 
old  ancient  borough  in  pursuit  of  angling.  They  have 
lately  re-stocked  the  water  with  trout,  and  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  Esq.,  has  promised  this  society  thirty  thousand 
trout  fry,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  hatchery,  and  when 
in  a  fit  condition  will  be  transferred  to  the  Severn. 


The  host  of  the  Anglers’  Pride  Society,  Mr.  G.  Swain 
Royal  Oak,  Barr-street,  Hockley,  Birmingham,  and  Mr.  H. 
Preston,  the  genial  president,  had  a  good  day’s  sport  at 
Hewell  Grange  Pool,  near  Bromsgrove,  by  permission  of 
Lord  Windsor,  on  Monday  last,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
seven  nice  pike,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  91b„  and  the 
smallest  51b.  They  state  that  they  lost  several  good  fish, 
one  of  which  was  of  course  larger  than  any  of  those  taken! 


An  extraordinary  contest  took  place  on  Feb.  22  last,  at 
Amington,  in  the  river  Anker,  in  which  sixteen  members 
of  the  St.  George’s  Club  took  part.  The  water  is  well 
stocked  with  all  kinds  of  fish,  and  is  noted  for  its  large 
bream.  The  contest  was  of  two  hours’  duration,  and 
although  amongst  the  sixteen  competitors  there  were  some 
of  the  champions  of  the  Birmingham  angling  fraternity, 
only  one  member  succeeded  in  taking  a  fish,  which  was  a 
small  chub  of  a  little  over  ooz.,  the  fortunate  captor  of 
which  was  Mr.  T.  Coles. 


the  te  nth  annual  international 

SPORTSMAN’S  EXHIBITION 

AND  THE 

Kennel  Club’s  35th  Show  of  Sporting  and  Other  Dogs. 

ROYAL  -A.O-LS/XCTJLT'CrR.A.Lj  HALL,  ISLINGTON,  XT. 

APRIL  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th  and  11th,  1891. 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION  DEVOTED  TO  THE  FISHING  TACKLE  INDUSTRIES. 

Amongst  the  firms  who  have  already  secured  space  are,  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  George  Holland,  Ogden  &  Scotford,  D.  {Slater,  etc.,  etc. 

A  FEW  GOOD  POSITIONS  STILL  VACANT,  FOR  WHICH  EARLY  APPLICATION  IS  ESSENTIAL. 

Prospectuses,  Plans,  etc,,  post-free  from  the  Offices,  43,  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C. 
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HUNTING  EXTRAORDINARY.— CRUSADE 
AGAINST  FOXES  BY  ANGLERS. 

An  extraordinary  state  of  things  is  reported  from  Wor- 
thenbury.  There  has  been  for  some  time  a  feeling  of 
irritation,  caused  by  certain  modern  fishing  rights  being 
strictly  enforced.  This  developed  an  intense  bitterness, 
which  has  at  length  culminated  in  a  significant  demon¬ 
stration.  From  inquiries  we  have  made,  we  learn  that  a 
number  of  gentlemen  agreed  to  preserve  Sarn  brook,  into 
which  were  turned  a  quantity  of  fish,  and  a  watcher  was 
employed  to  guard  the  interests  of  those  concerned.  Pre¬ 
viously,  the  fishing  had  been  open,  and  local  anglers 
suddenly  found  that  where  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
resorting,  was  henceforth  closed  against  them,  unless  they 
wished  to  try  unpromising  conclusions  with  the  law.  The 
new  order  of  things  caused  much  discontent,  which  has 
now  grown  into  active  hostility.  In  the  course  of  the 
winter  six  or  seven  foxes  were  poisoned.  The  farmer,  who 
has  the  adjoining  holding,  has  received  notice  to  quit,  and 


by  way  of  explanation  there  are  various  suggestions  forth¬ 
coming.  One  of  them  is  that  it  is  on  account  of  the 
poisoning,  as  to  which  he  is  held  innocent  by  public 
opinion,  while  it  is  also  hinted  that  his  political  opinions 
may  have  affected  his  tenancy.  Additional  light,  how¬ 
ever,  is  afforded,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  who  are 
the  offenders,  as  to  whoso  identity  coniecture  is  rife. 
Early  in  the  morning,  recently,  a  strange  spectacle  was 
witnessed.  On  the  public  road,  suspended  by  the  neck 
and  tail  to  an  overhanging  tree,  was  a  fox.  A  board, 
explaining  the  circumstances  for  the  benefit  of  the 
uninitiated,  was  attached.  On  one  side  was  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  a  fish,  and  there  was  also  an  inscription  to  the 
following  effect:  “As  you  have  stopped  the  fishing,  we 
have  taken  to  hunting.”  During  the  day,  numbers  of 
people  visited  the  spot,  including  a  sporting  squire,  who 
gave  vent  to  the  indignation  he  not  unnaturally  felt  at 
such  irregular  and  high-handed  proceedings.  Reynard 
was  cut  down  during  the  night  quite  as  mysteriously  as 


he  was  placed  in  his  conspicuous  position,  although  thosp 
who  removed  him  were  not  to  be  mistaken  for  the  indi¬ 
viduals  who  had  “  taken  to  hunting.”  The  occurrence  has, 
we  understand,  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Wynnstay  Hunt.  To  orthodox  sportsmen,  as  a  set;off 
to  this  alarming  news,  there  may  be  some  little  consolation 
in  learning  that  out  of  this  trouble  may  possibly  emerge  a 
poet  of  more  than  local  reputation.  The  incident  has 
been  a  general  topic  of  conversation  over  a  wide  area. 
There  are  not  wanting  either  expressions  of  sympathy,  if 
not  of  approval,  with  those  who  have  thus  revenged  them¬ 
selves.  The  bitterness  displayed  is  remarkable,  and  it  is 
candidly  said  that  the  district  has  not  by  any  means  heard 
the  last  of  those  who  “  have  taken  to  hunting.”—  Wrex- 
fiam  A. (J/'VCT'tisct** 

[  VVe  feel  sure  that  all  true  anglers  will  feel  indignant 
that  any  men  calling  themselves  anglers  should  act  in 
such  a  lawless,  unsportsmanlike,  and  in  every  way  unjusti¬ 
fiable  way,  as  it  seems  they  have  done.— Ed. ] 


■'  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens, 


THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

TT  OSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 
U  THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


Est.  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


THE  SPORTSM  N’S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1884. 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETER  F.  HEERING, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Eoyal  Danish  and  Imperial  Itussian  Courts  and  H.E.H.  the  Prince  Of  Wales 

hold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 

As  used  ly  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  “  Fishing  Gazette ,”  and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad . 

Fid 


Figure  1  shows  how  Spring  of  our  “Flexible  Grip*’  Bods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 
Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Bods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS*  CLUB.) 


PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 


VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 


General  Catalogue,  68  pages,  illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containirg  fishery  map  of  Ireland, 
specially  drawn  for  the  work,  by  J.  Bartholomew,  F.It.G.S.,  post-free,  8d.  Samples  of  Uliter  Silk  Lines,  post* 
free.  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND . 


bed,  breakfast,  and  attendance  for  6s.  JOS,  BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Plaoe,  BELFAST. 


PRACTICAL  IN  EVERY 
DETAIL. 

WEAR  GUARANTEED. 


SALMON 


Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 

The  Nc.  1  quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR; 

The  No.  2  quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK; 

Ihe  No.  3  quality  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  2Tbs ),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER,  WEAR  and  will  he  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some  distance 
to  his  Fishing, 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  SS, 

37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 

And  at  9  &  10,  High  Street,  Bristol;  and  8,  Queen  Street,  Cardiff;,  Works — Bow  Road,  E, 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,  1891. 


Comspontrme 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 


FISHING  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  “  Silver  Doctor’s”  letter 
in  last  week’s  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with 
your  correspondent  regarding  my  articles  on 
“  Fishing  in  Canadian  Waters.”  The  information 
I  gave  was  from  the  most  reliable  source,  the 
Canadian  Government  office.  “  Silver  Doctor  ” 
must  recollect  that  “  Rux  ”  started  from  Halifax, 
and  in  order  to  reach  the  rivers  named  in  the 
article  would  certainly  use  Inter-Colonial  Rail¬ 
way,  till  he  reached  a  point  on  the  line  where 
other  means  of  transit  would  be  necessary.  Of 
course  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  the  R.R.  run 
side  tracks  to  each  especial  river.  In  calling  the 
attention  of  British  anglers  to  Canadian  fishing  my 
desire  was  to  impart  to  others  information  about 
the  splendid  sport  to  be  obtained  in  Canadian 
waters,  by  those  seeking  it  through  the  proper 
channels.  In  days  gone  by  I  received  much  kind¬ 
ness  from  the  hospitable  Canadian,  and  nothing 
will  persuade  me  that  he  is  a  man  of  the  past,  but 
the  same  to  day  as  of  old,  and  I  hope  for  ever. 
I,  therefore,  feel  pretty  certain  that  the  angler 
across  the  Atlantic  is  willing  to  extend  the  hand  of 
fellowship  to  his  brother  from  the  old  country.  If 
“  Silver  Doctor  ”  does  not  agree  with  me  on  many 
points,  I  am  glad  that  he  is  willing  to  admit  there 
are  still  some  fish  in  the  rivers  of  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick,  and  if  I  have  failed  in  putting  strangers 
on  exactly  the  right  track,  the  Doctor  is  not  only 
willing  to  give  his  advice,  but  is  in  a  position  to 
actually  place  visitors  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
sport.  “Rux”  feels  certain  his  advice  and  co¬ 
operation  will  at  all  times  be  highly  appreciated. — 
Yours  faithfully, _  ptUX< 


OTTERS  IN  ORKNEY.— A  MILD  WINTER. 

Sir, — Mr.  Oman,  Stenness,  trapped  a  female 
otter  last  week,  weighing  211b.,  and  suckling  her 
young.  Most  authorities  state  that  the  otter 
produces  young  only  once  a  year — in  June.  Is 
this  an  uncommon  occurrence,  and  probably  the 
result  of  the  most  exceptionally  mild  winter  we 
have  enjoyed,  or  has  it  been  previously  observed  ? 
The  thermometers  in  Orkney  have  never  fallen 
this  winter  below  27  deg.,  and  not  more  than 
eight  or  nine  times  below  32  deg. 

Mr.  Mood,  Stenness,  states  that  two  years  ago 
he  trapped  a  large  otter,  which  he  weighed  care¬ 
fully,  with  the  result  that  it  scaled  351b.  Has 
there  been  a  mistake,  or  have  otters  been  caught 
about  this  weight  ?— Yours,  &c  ,  Norseman. 

Stenness,  Orkney. 


FIRST  MENTION  OF  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  14th  inst.  Fishing 
Gazette,  page  90,  you  write  that  you  believe  the 
first  mention  of  dry-fly  fishing  is  in  “  Simeon’s 
Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History.” 
This  was  published  in  or  about  1860 ;  second 
edition,  1863.  But  “  Pulman’s  Yade  Mecum  or 
Fly-Fishing  for  Trout,”  third  edition,  published 
1851,  refers  to  dry-fly  fishing,  pages  132-3. 

Quotation,— “ ‘Let  a  dry  fly  be  substituted  for  the  wet 
one,  the  line  switched  a  few  times  through  the  air  to  throw 
oft  its  superabundant  moisture,  a  judicious  cast  made  just 
above  the  rising  fish,  and  the  fly  allowed  to  float  towards 
and  over  them,  and  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  that  it 
will  be  seized  as  readily  as  a  living  insect,  &c„  &c.  We 
mention  this  as  an  illustration  of  the  importance  of  imita¬ 
ting  action,  and  must  not  be  understood  to  recommend  the 
constantly  substituting  of  a  dry  fly  for  a  wet  one  over  every 
using  fish.” 

The  second  edition,  about  1846  or  1848,  also 
mentions  it,  but  I  cannot  quote  from  my  copy  of 
that  edition,  it  being  packed  up,  I  believe. — Yours 
very  truly,  John  J.  Bolding. 

P.S. — 20th  Feb. — I  have  not  got  a  first  edition 
if  Pulman’s  work,  so  am  unable  to  refer 
to  see  if  any  reference  to  dry-fly  fishing 
s  given.  An  early  volume  of  the  Field 
newspaper  has  several  letters  on  Hampshire  fly- 
ishing,  I  fancy  by  Sewell.  The  late  Mr.  Currell, 


tackle  maker,  of  Winchester,  refers  several  times 
to  this  gentlemau  in  his  notes  contributed  to  Land 
and  Water  and  Fishing  newspapers.  Worse  luck, 
my  early  volumes  of  the  Field  are  packed  up,  and 
hence  not  available  for  reference. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Bolding  for  this 
interesting  information.— Ed.] 


SEVERN  “  SKIRLING,”  AND  STOCKING 
LOCHS  WITH  BROWN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — As  you  are  aware  I  have  for  a  long 
period  asserted  in  your  own  columns  and  else¬ 
where  that  naturally  hatched  and  reared  samlets 
(salmon  fry)  do  not  largely  go  down  to  the  sea, 
(in  at  least  some  rivers)  until  they  are  over  two 
years  old.  I  most  certainly  proved  this  by  the 
clearest  evidence  to  be  the  case  in  the  Clyde,  now 
unfortunately  hardly  to  be  classed  as  a  salmon 
river, — that  fry  bred  in  hatcheries  seem  to  divide 
themselves  into  two  lots,  the  one  assuming  the 
silvery  coat  and  seeking  to  depart  from  the  breed- 
ing  ponds  at  one  year  old,  and  the  other  at  two 
years,  does  not  disprove  my  arguments.  It  may 
also  be,  that,  in  some  rivers  some  small  part  of  the 
fry,  probably  those  first  hatched  out  on  the 
spawning  beds,  are  similarly  precocious.  But  it 
was  proved  beyond  all  doubt,  that,  in  the  Clyde  at 
least,  the  whole  of  the  fry  went  down  to  the  sea 
by  the  end  of  the  month  of  May,  leaving  two 
breeds  of  young  salmon  in  the  river,  the  one 
being  of  tiny  creatures,  which  by  the  month  of 
September  attain  a  length  of  some  two-and-a-half 
inches,  being  of  that  spring’s  hatching,  and  the 
other  of  the  previous  year’s  hatching  which  have 
hardly  grown  any  bigger  at  all  for  nearly  a  year, 
but  by  the  month  of  J uly  in  their  second  year  reach 
four-and-a-half  inches,  and  in  October  and 
November  I  have  seen  them  of  six  inches,  and  so 
plump,  and  solid  as  it  were,  that  several  brought 
to  me  weighed  from  5 £  to  6  ounces,  a  fact  which  I 
should  not  have  credited  had  I  not  myself 
weighed  them.  Of  course  these  were  exceptional 
specimens  and  brought  to  me  as  such. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  Severn  October 
and  November  “skirling”  are  salmon  fry  in  their 
sweet  autumn ,  and  that  they  are  j ust  now  assuming 
their  silvery  coat  and  going  down  to  the  sea 
as  undeniable  samlets.  I  would  suggest  that 
a  number  of  them  be  netted  in  the  above 
months  and  placed  in  a  secure  pond,  but  this 
having  a  steady  run  of  water  through  it,  when  the 
fish  will  be  found  to  have  passed  into  the  samlet 
stage  and  become  feverishly  restless  in  the  early 
months  of  the  following  year.  As  to  their  having 
“spawn”  I  believe  it  has  been  proved  that  the 
expressed  “  milt  ’’  of  the  salmon  fry  in  the  “  parr  ” 
stage  will  fecundate  salmon  ova,  but  I  cannot  at 
this  moment  recollet  my  authority  for  this.  This 
observation  does  not  extend  to  the  roe  of  female 
parr,  if  these  possess  it  at  all,  as  to  which  I 
have  no  knowledge.  This  parr  and  skirling 
distinct  species  theory  seems  interminable,  and 
it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  it  has  a  good  many 
adherents. 

The  late  Hon.  Grantley  Berkeley  was  one  of 
these  as  regards  parr,  yet  when  he  forwarded  a 
specimen  to  prove  his  case  to  The  Field  (to  which 
he  and  I  were  at  that  time  regular  contributors) 
it  was  submitted  to  my  inspection,  when  I  demon¬ 
strated  beyond  all  question  that  it  was  only  a 
brown  trout  ( S .  fario)  with  brindled  markings, 
possibly  a  result  of  its  habitat  being  on  a  bottom 
of  various-coloured  pebbles. 

I  should  like  to  add  here  that  I  sincerely  hope 
that  some  enterprising  Scottish  hotel  -  keepers 
will  not  fail  in  adopting  my  recent  suggestion  to 
stock  the  larger  and  “  fishable  ”  lochs  with  brown 
trout  taken  from  the  useless  hill  tarns  aud  weedy 
“  unfishable  ’’  lochs,  where  they  swarm  in  count¬ 
less  numbers.  Were  this  adopted  and  practised 
regularly,  the  stock  of  the  larger  lochs  would  be 
maintained  without  the  aid  of  artificial  hatching 
and  breeding  ponds.  Probably  I  was  somewhat 
remiss  in  not  pointing  out  in  my  letters  with 
sufficient  emphasis,  that,  there  can  be  no  question 
of  all  brown  trout  being  of  the  same  species  where 
ever  found.  That  is  to  say,  I  should  have  made 
it  more  clear  that  existing  belief  in  particular  lochs 
having  a  particular  breed  of  trout,  and  especially 
of  small  trout  which  never  grow  larger,  is  quite  a 
fallacy.  They  are  only  kept  down  in  size  by  being 
too  numerous  for  their  proper  supply  of  food  ; 


remove  them  to  where  scope  and  food  are  adequate 
and  they  will  grow  equally  large  and  have  the 
same  qualities  with  the  natives  of  their  new 
waters.  It  is  entirely  a  question  of  abundance  or 
deficiency  of  food  and  of  the  kind  of  that  food.  I 
fear  that  the  above  erroneous  belief  may  operate 
against  my  suggestion,  aud  can  fancy  I  hear  hotel- 
keepers  and  others  exclaim  :— “  "What !  put  the 
lochan  small  trout  into  my  big  loch  and  spoil  the 
breed,  not  if  I  know  it !  ”  But  they  may  rely  upon 
it,  that  there  are  no  “  pony  ”  trout  which  must 
ever  remain  ponies  and  cannot  grow  to  be 
“  horses,”  although  it  is  exceedingly  probable  that 
some  such  mental  confusion  (natural  to  men  who 
must  have  considerable  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
proper  breeding  of  quadrupeds)  may  have  hitherto 
prevented  the  utilising  of  the  immense  stocks  of 
trout  to  be  found  almost  at  their  doors  (and  as  a 
rule  to  be  readily  conveyed  down  hill)  through  an 
unfounded  fear  of  degenerating  the  breed  of  the 
trout  in  the  larger  lochs. —  J.  D.  Dougall. 

Bedford-gardens,  Campden-hill, 

February,  1891. 


A  PECULIAR  DISEASE  IN  CARP. 

Dear  Sir,— Could  any  of  your  correspondents 
enlighten  me  as  to  the  cause  of  illness  of  a  certain 
golden  carp  which  I  found  almost  lifeless  in  a  pond 
on  the  Berkhampstead  Common?  The  fish  is  about 
five  inches  long,  all  the  scales  are  sticking  up  all 
over  it,  and  seem  to  have  some  secretion  under 
them,  which  squirts  out  when  the  scale  is  pressed 
down  by  the  finger.  The  fish  has  a  very  bloated 
appearance.  I  have  pressed  out  most  of  this 
secretion,  which  is  quite  trausparent  and  of  a 
slimy  nature.  1  have  had  the  fish  two  days,  and 
it  is  still  alive,  but  I  don’t  think  it  will  live  long.  I 
think  it  must  be  some  disease,  though  not  the 
ordinary  one. — Yours  truly,  R.  E.  Way. 

Castle-street,  Berkhampstead. 


GOOD  FISHING  NEAR  BRANDON. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  last  few  weeks  I  have  been 
expecting  to  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
notice  respecting  the  fishing  at  Brandon.  The 
pike  fishing  is  now  very  good  ;  pike  in  abundance. 
Last  Monday,  spinning  from  Brandon  Bridge  (on 
the  Little  Ouse)  to  Santon  Downham,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Five  Bells  Tavern,  Mr.  George  Steggles, 
and  myself,  landed  three,  and  hooked  two,  the 
largest  weighed  91b.,  and  the  smallest  41b.  Yester¬ 
day,  between  Brandon  Bridge  and  the  Sheep- 
wash,  we  caught  three;  the  largest  weighed  61b., 
the  smaller  21b.  The  spinner  used  was  Bulmer’s 
Tassel  and  spoon  bait. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  respect¬ 
fully.  Thos.  Hill. 

Brandon,  Feb.  18,  1891. 


HOW  TO  HOOK  A  TROUT  BY  THE  ROOF 
OF  THE  MOUTH. 

Sir, — It  is  a  well-known  fact  among  anglers 
when  a  trout  is  hooked  by  any  part  of  the  upper 
jaw  or  lip  it  is  almost  certain  that  trout  will  be 
landed  safely  in  the  basket,  whereas  when  hooked 
by  the  under  jaw  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it 
will  become  the  property  of  the  angler,  for  the 
reason  it  has  so  many  chances  of  getting  off.  The 
explanation  is  obvious.  A  trout  has  no  power  to 
move  the  upper  jaw  in  common  with  many  other 
animals,  and  consequently,  when  the  Look  is 
lodged  there,  the  trout  cannot  get  so  easily  rid  of 
it ;  but  when  fixed  in  any  part  of  the  under  jaw  it 
is  opened  wide,  and  the  instant  the  trout  finds  its 
mistake,  the  tongue  is  used  to  expel  the  hook,  so 
that. both  hook  and  trout  get  free.  The  purpose 
of  this  letter,  then,  is  to  show  that  the  feat  can  be 
accomplished  with  certainty  in  almost  every  case, 
namely,  to  cause  the  hook  to  lodge  in  the  roof  of 
the  mouth.  In  order  to  attain  this  end  the  follow¬ 
ing  directions  are  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  your  angling  readers  : — 

Place  the  end  of  the  gut  to  be  tied  along  the 
shank  of  the  hook  in  a  line  with  the  point  of  it, 
taking  care  to  keep  the  gut  straight,  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  warping  round  the  shank.  The  gut  thus 
tied  has  the  tendency  to  turn  the  point  of  the 
hook  to  the  roof  of  the  mouth  the  moment  it 
is  seized  by  the  trout,  whether  the  angler  sees 
the  rise  or  not.  Sometimes  in  dressing  my  own 
hooks  I  reverse  the  situation  of  the  wings  by 
tying  them  on  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  in 
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a  line  with  the  point  of  the  hook,  or  perpendicular 
from  the  point.  The  object  of  this  is  to  keep  the 
round  or  bend  of  the  hook  pointing  to  the  surface 
of  the  water  instead  of  hanging  down  towards  the 
bottom  and  in  sight  of  the  trout,  so  that  nothing 
is  seen  of  the  hook  except  what  is  wanted,  namely, 
the  body,  feet,  and  wings.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  gut  be  tied  on  in  the  usual  way,  that  is,  on  the 
back  or  shank  of  the  hook,  causes  it  to  lodge  in 
the  under  jaw,  which  is  a  very  unsatisfactory 
hook.  This  can  be  verified  b}^  every  angler  at 
home.  Place  a  hook  dressed  in  the  manner  first 
before  described  upon  the  table  ;  place  the  fore¬ 
finger  of  the  left  hand  three  or  four  inches  from 
the  iron  firmly  on  the  gut,  and  draw  the  other  end 
with  the  right,  and  the  operator  will  see  the  point 
turn  up  ;  but,  when  dressed  the  other  way,  the 
point  will  turn  down  and  become  fixed  in  the 
table.  I  am  writing  from  experience,  and  the 
above  ia  well  wbrth  a  trial  by  every  angler.— 
Yours,  &c.,  J.  W. 

[It  is  some  years  ago  now  since  we  advocated 
and  illustrated  in  the  Gazette  trout  flies  with  the 
hook  turned  up  between  the  wings.  We  found 
them  to  answer  very  well.  The  idea  was  included 
in  Mr.  Pennell’s  work,  “  Modern  Improvements 
in  Fishjag  Tackle.”— Ed.] 


THE  OUSE  AT  BARFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  inform  me  whether 
the  Oueein  or  about  Barfordis  open  to  the  public 
or  any  one  for  fishing  there  ? — I  am,  &c., 

E.  S. 


THE  DOVEY  FISHERY  INQUIRY. 

Dear  Sir,— The  result  of  the  Dovey  fiishery 
inquiry  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  for  those 
who,  not  being  members  of  the  club,  nor  yet 
residents  on  the  river,  yet  used  to  go  there  in  the 
summer  for  a  few  weeks.  I  should  be  glad  if  any 
of  your  readers  could  tell  me  where  there  is  any 
stream  where  one  could  get  the  same  sort  of 
fishing,  sewin  or  white  trout,  sea  trout  of  41b.  or 
5lb.,  and  an  occasional  grilse  or  salmon.  Either 
in  Wales  or  Ireland  preferred.  As  those  who 
know  of  this  kind  of  fishing  usually  do  not  care 
for  it  to  be  too  well  known,  but  might  not  object 
to  a  couple  of  extra  rods  on  the  river,  they  might 
prefer  to  communicate  with  me  direct,  so  I  give 
my  address  for  any  one  who  may  be  kind  enough 
to  do  so,  and  remain,  yours  truly, 

The  Copse,  Kidderminster.  J.  E.  Green. 


TRANSPORT  OF  TROUT. 

Sir, — In  your  note  to  “  Old  Subscriber  ’’  in  last 
week’s  F.  G.  on  the  above  subject,  you  advise  him 
to  change  the  water  as  often  as  possible.  Instead 
of  doing  so,  if  he  will  arm  himself  with  a  pair  of 
ordinary  bellows,  and  now  and  then  treat  them  to 
a  "'good  blowing,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for 
changing  the  water. 

Last  spring  I  brought  on  different  occasions 
over  sixty  trout  a  distance  of  about  six  miles 
without  changing  the  water,  and  there  was  fully 
an  hour  of  time  taken  in  transit,  and  I  did  not 
lose  a  single  fish.  I  had  enly  a  common  tin  can, 
holding  about  eight  quarts  of  water,  and  a  hole  in 
the  lid  to  put  the  nozzle  of  the  bellows  through, 
and  give  the  fish  a  blast.  I  think  I  had  fifteen  in 
the  can  one  day,  from  perhaps  8oz.  to  as  small  as 
they  make  them,  and  generally  quite  half  of  the 
water  got  spilled  on  the  way. — I  am,  &c., 

Poorbeah. 

[We  were  thinking  of  fish  transport  on  a  large 
scale,  and  for  a  long  distance.  The  use  of  the 
bellows  is  good,  no  doubt ;  but  if  tke  water  gets 
foul,  as  it  will  do  if  the  fish  are  much  shaken  up 
in  it  for  some  hours,  it  sickens  them. — Ed.] 


A  FINE  OLD  CRUSTED  CHESTNUT. 

Sir, — The  “  Major’s  Yarn,”  under  the  heading 
“  Good  Stories,”  in  your  last  issue,  has  at  least  the 
merit  of  antiquity.  It  is  more  than  seven  hundred 
years  old,  at  any  rate  as  regards  its  main  fea¬ 
ture — the  extraordinary  feat  performed.  Marco 
Polo,  in  his  travels  in  China  about  the  year  1270, 
mentions  it  as  a  fact  which  he  bad  heard  of,  but 
never  believed  until  he  saw  it  himself — and  he 
evidently  believes  that  he  did  see  it.  The  original 
story  is  far  more  wonderful  than  the  Major’s 
version. — Yours,  &c.,  J.  Hbnry. 

17,  Belgra^e-place,  Brighton, 


FLY  FISHING  IN  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  corre¬ 
spondents  inform  me  of  any  fly-fishing  easily  to 
be  obtained  by  a  visitor,  as  I  shall  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  during  the  Easter  holidays  and  have 
some  time  to  spare? — Yours,  &c.,  Fly-fisher. 


SPECIMEN  FISH  ONLY. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  “  C.  J.  K.’s  ”  query  in  yours 
of  21st,  re  London  clubs,  I  would  like  to  inform 
him  that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  does  not 
indulge  in  regular  prize  competitions,  specimen 
fish  only  being  recognised  by  them  ;  and  they 
obtain  for  their  members  the  privilege  ticket  of 
the  Anglers’  Association,  which  enables  the  holder 
to  travel  at  reduced  railway  fares,  and  also  to  fish 
the  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers’  Association. 

In  addition  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  have 
a  most  extensive  library  and  museum  ;  their 
meetings  are  held  on  Tuesdays  at  eight  o’clock  at 
the  Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Basinghall-street,  City, 
and  a  letter  sent  to  the  secretary  would  receive  a 
prompt  reply.  Papers  on  matters  of  interest  to 
anglers  are  frequently  read ;  and  at  all  times 
visitors  are  heartily  welcomed — see  club  reports 
regularly  in  Fishing  Gazette.  I  know  of  no  other 
society  svith  “  C.  J.  K.’s  ”  conditions. — Yours  truly, 

Jack. 


PRIZE  WINNING  WITH  A  QUARTER-OF- 
AN-OUNCE  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Templar’s  ”  reply  to  my  query, 
and  also  the  particulars,  I  sincerely  thank  him 
for,  but  would  ask  him  to  remember  that  I,  a 
London  angler,  read  his  remarks  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  while  at  a  London  club,  and  as  no  locality 
was  named  I  could  only  conclude  the  remarks 
were  pointed  to  London  anglers.  I  am  pleased  to 
find  the  practice  complained  of  does  not  apply  to 
London. 

If  “  Templar  ”  refers  to  the  Anglers’  Association 
report,  under  the  heading,  “  Reports  from  Clubs,’’ 
he  will  see  that  the  “  London  working-man 
angler’s  parliament  ”  will  put  their  foot  down  upon 
anything  which  may  be  detrimental  to  their 
interests.  London  associations  will  legislate  for 
themselves. 

I  asked  “  Templar  ”  to  oblige  me  with  the 
“  size  ”  of  2oz.  roach  ;  as  he  has  not  done  so  I  will 
give  them  to  him:  —  Odo  roach,  length,  6|in., 
weight,  2joz. ;  one  roach,  length,  7-rein.,  2^oz., 
freshly  caught  and  well-fed  fish. 

Of  the  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  Fishing  Clubs  Com¬ 
petition  and  their  weights  I  will  say  nothing,  but 
hope  “  Templar  ”  will  drive  the  first  nail  in  their 

c - ,  or  get  them  to  increase  their  standard,  if 

they  have  one.  Wishing  “  Templar”  tight  lines, 
and  with  best  thanks  to  the  Editor — Yours  truly, 

Jack. 


A  GOOD  “  KILLING  ”  MARCH  BROWN 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,  —  A  left-hander,  clean  from  the 
shoulder,  was  your  pithy  comment  on  a  remark  of 
mine  last  week  about  March  Browns.  I  don’t 
guard,  but  duck.  I  didn’t  mean  a  March  Brown 
to  float,  but  to  kill. 

You  see  it  is  about  the  only  fly  (owing  to  its 
love  for  rocky  streams)  which  has  never  been  re¬ 
created  and  beautified  by  the  dry-fly  artist ;  and 
the  chuck-and-chance-it  angler  in  the  far  north, 
who  believes  in  Francis  Francis’  axiom,  “  the 
nearer  the  fly,  the  greater  the  chance,”  and  who 
has  begun  to  adopt  Olive  Quills  and  Brown 
Badgers,  cries  out,  “  Come  over  and  help  us  with 
the  March  Brown.”  And  what  answer  does  he 
get  ?  An  apology  from  the  author  of  “  Floating 
Flies,”  and  now  the  left-hander  aforesaid  from 
your  editorial  fist. 

A  March  Brown,  sailing  under  an  April  gleam, 
is  every  whit  as  dainty  and  as  inimitable  as  your 
May-fly  of  the  south,  but  while  your  Green  Drakes 
are  well-dressed  gentlemen,  the  poor  March 
Brown  remains  a  shabby  country  cousin  still. 

The  fish  will  take  this  imitation  well  enough 
when  the  fly  first  comes  on,  and  trout  are  lean 
and  hungry  ;  but  as  the  season  advances  and  the 
fly  becomes  larger,  lighter,  and  more  transparent 
— I  have  some  in  pickle  before  me  as  I  write, 
nearly  as  large  as  a  May-fly— the  old-fashioned 
I  furry  patterns  are  worse  than  useless.  On  smooth 


water — of  course  I  am  not  speaking  of  rough 
broken  runs  —  everyone  who  lives  in  March 
Brownland  allows  that  you  cannot  even  raise  fish 
with  the  artificial  during  the  hatch  of  fly,  and  yet 
no  one,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  tried  to  improve  the 
dressing  of  the  imitation. 

For  tbe  last  two  winters  I  have  been  trying  to 
arrange  Mr.  Halford’s  Green  Drakes  into  brown 
tints,  and  after  failing  over  quill  and  straw,  am 
now  trying  indiarubber  bodies  ribbed  with  prim¬ 
rose  silk,  with  partridge  hackle  tips  back  to  back. 
These  I  have  not  yet  tested,  but  am  not  very 
sanguine  about  them. 

And  now,  Sir,  I  have  had  my  say,  and  can  only 
hope  that  some  benevolent  person,  skilled  in  insect 
imitation,  will  come  forward  and  supply  a  long- 
felt  want  of  many  northern  anglers,  who  now, 
with  exhausted  vocabulary  and  lighted  pipe,  sadly 
watch  the  big  ’uns  boil  up  at  the  most  tantalising 
and  worst  imitated  of  all  our  ephemeridae. — 
Yours  truly,  _  H.  C.  B. 

LARGE  PIKE— VERY. 

Dear  Sir, — “Giant”  in  this  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette  gives  the  weight  of  some  very  large  pike. 
Now  on  reading  W.  H.  Maxwell’s  book  on  “The 
Wild  Sports  of  the  West,”  I  find  the  following  on 
page  35 . 

About  seventeen  years  since,  when  visiting  the 
late  Marquis  of  Cianricarde,  at  Portumna  Castle, 
two  gentlemen  brought  to  the  Marquis  an  immense 
pike,  which  they  had  just  caught  in  the  river 
Shannon,  on  the  banks  of  which  they  had  been 
taking  their  evening  walk.  Attracted  by  a  noise 
and  splashing  of  the  water,  they  discovered  in  a 
little  creek  a  number  of  perch  driven  on  shore, 
and  a  fish  which,  in  pursuit  of  them,  had  so 
entangled  himself  with  the  ground  as  to  have  a 
great  part  of  his  body  exposed  and  out  of  the 
water.  They  attacked  him  with  an  oar  that  by 
an  accident  lay  on  the  bank,  and  killed  him.  Never 
having  seen  any  fish  of  this  species  so  large,  they 
judged  it  worth  the  observation  of  the  Marquis, 
who,  equally  surprised  at  its  magnitude,  had  it 
weighed,  and  to  our  astonishment  it  exceeded  the 
balance  at  ninety-two  pounds  ;  its  length  was  such 
that  when  carried  across  the  oar  by  the  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  neither  of  them  short,  the 
head  and  tail  touched  the  ground. — I  am,  Sir, 
yours,  &c.,  _  Chowbent. 

HABITS  OF  THE  BLACK  BASS. 

My  Dear  Sir, — A  friend  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
writes  me  : — 

“  The  small-mouthed  black  bass  abounds  in 
rivers  with  rocky  bottom,  while  the  large-mouthed 
variety  prefer  grassy  quiet  water  with  sandy  or 
soft  bottoms.” — Very  truly  yours, 

Max  v.  d.  Borne. 

Berneuchen,  Germany. 


CHARLES  LA.MB  AND  IZA.AK  WALTON. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  fly-leaf  of  an  old  edition  I 
have  of  Walton  and  Cotton  (a  very  small  edition, 
5|in.  by  Bin.,  published  in  1825),  there  is  written 
in  the  manuscript  hand  of  some  former  owner  of 
the  book  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by 
Charles  Lamb  to  Coleridge,  which  I  believe  has 
never  been  published,  and  which  might  interest 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  showing  the 
high  opinion  held  of  the  book  by  a  writer  of  the 
calibre  of  Lamb.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
extract  :  — 

“Among  all  your  quaint  readings,  did  you  ever 
light  upon  1  Walton’s  Complete  Angler  ’  ?  I  asked 
you  the  question  once  before.  It  breathes  the 
very  spirit  of  innocence,  purity,  aud  simplicity  of 
heart.  There  are  mauy  choice  old  verses  inter¬ 
spersed  in  it ;  it  would  sweeten  a  man's  temper  any 
time  to  read  it ;  it  would  Christianise  every  dis¬ 
cordant  angry  passion.  Pray  make  yourself  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it.” — Yours  very  truly, 

Hedley  F.  Norris. 

[We  had  the  pleasure  of  pointing  out  to  Mr. 
Norris  that  he  would  find  the  extract  as  well  as 
other  references  to  Lamb  in  the  100th  edition  of 
Walton,  edited  by  R.  B.  Marston. — Ed.] 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
Co. .  8,  Shoreditch,  E, 


February  28,  1891.] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

[From  Our  Dublin  Cokkkspondent.) 

The  trout  fisliiug  season  in  the  numerous  rivers 
of  the  Dublin  district  and  county  will  be  in  full 
swing  after  March  1st,  when  much  good  sport  is 
expected.  It  is  believed  that  the  spawning  here 
has  been  one  of  the  best  for  some  years  past,  and 
the  weather  generally  during  the  term  greatly 
favoured  operations  in  these  protected  districts; 
but  for  rod  fishing  a  little  more  stir  would  be 
decidedly  preferable  to  that  bright,  balmy,  summer- 
like  weather  which  has  prevailed  for  the  past 
mouth.  The  rivers  are  somewhat  low  at  present, 
therefore,  a  good  fall  of  rain  would  be  beneficial 
to  augliug.  I  learn  that  a  large  number  of  licences 
have  already  been  taken  out. 


An  important  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland, 
called  for  Tuesday  in  Dublin,  to  perfect  the  season’s  arrange¬ 
ments,  had  to  be  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of 
the  hon.  sec.,  but  the  assistant  sec.  informs  us  the  club's 
plans  are  now  practically  complete,  and  special  club  return 
tickets  and  day  orders,  for  members’  friends  (price  two 
shillings  and  sixpence),  are  to  be  had  from  H.  C.  Bloxham, 
Ksq.,  1,  Trinity-street. 

Sir  Thomas  Brady,  Inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries,  is  truly 
a  friend  of  the  poor  fisherman.  It  will  be  remembered  the 
dreadful  storms  which  visited  the  western  coast  of  Ireland 
last  autumn,  and  which  carried  destruction  with  it.  £500 
worth  of  fishing  gear  (the  only  means  of  livelihood  amongst 
the  poor  of  those  districts)  was  completely  destroyed. 
Since  then  Sir  Thomas  has  from  time  to  time  begged  public 
assistance  on  their  behalf,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  with 
good  results ;  but  the  task  is  not  yet  complete.  Next  month 
the  great  mackeral  fishery  in  these  parts  commences,  and 
gear  must  be  supplied.  This  week  Sir  Thomas  has  issued 
his  final  appeal,  which  is  being  supported  in  influential 
quarters.  “  He  gives  twice  who  gives  quickly.” 


According  to  all  accounts  salmon  fishing  wherever  in 
vogue  in  Ireland  at  present  is  giving  satisfaction  ;  but  none 
of  the  “  springers  ”  caught  so  far  have  beaten  the  record. 
Perhaps  the  best  take  yet  is  one  reported  to  me  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  nets  on  the  Barrow  river,  just  outside 
New  Ross  Railway  Station,  and  which  scaled  411b.  The 
Barrow  borders  the  Co.  Waterford,  and  is  joined  a  couple 
of  miles  beyond  New  Ross  town  by  the  Nore.  The  latter 
river  is  famous  for  anglers  ;  but  the  season  for  rods  does 
not  commence  until  May,  although  nets  are  open  in  the 
Barrow  since  1st  February. 


Lovers  of  the  beautiful  County  Wicklow  will  be  glad  to 
learn  this  great  trout  giving  district  opens  for  fishing  on 
the  12th  March,  when  there  is  certain  to  be  a  rush  of  those 
who  are  in  the  know.  Old  hands  give  it  that  a  good  season 
is  certain,  and  say  that  March,  April  and  May  (especially 
the  latter)  are  the  best  months  for  fishing  the  Aughrim. 


His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (Earl 
Zetland)  has  expressed  his  intention  of  visiting  Castle- 
connell  at  an  early  date  for  a  few  days’  salmon  fishing.  It 
is  also  understood  the  Viceroy  will  be  accompanied  bv 
Countess  Zetland  and  party.  Waterpark,  the  magnificent 
residence  of  Mrs.  Phelps,  is  the  spot  selected  for  the  stay. 
Karl  Zetland  is  an  ardent  and  expert  angler,  and  delights 
in  a  bit  of  nice  play  with  a  sturdy  salmon. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Winter  Grub  Fishing  on  the  Trent. 

Every  enthusiastic  club  angler  in  the  Notting¬ 
ham  district  is  just  now  on  the  strict  “  warpath  ” 
for  securing  by  means  of  angling  a  specimen  fish 
of  note  with  which  to  wind  up  the  season.  The 
club  seasons  on  the  Trent  are,  for  competitive 
purposes,  divided  into  two — summer  and  winter — 
and  in  the  latter  the  chub  stands  out  pre-eminently 
as  the  champion  fish  in  the  various  classes  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  powers  that  be  in  the  club  room.  Perhaps 
as  a  sporting  winter  fish,  fighting  determinedly  when 
hooked,  it  has  no  equal ;  and  it  is  not  an  every-day  occur' 
rence  for  even  the  most  expert  thrower  of  line  and  tackle 
to  return  from  the  scene  of  his  wanderings  with  an  over¬ 
burdened  bag.  Many  little  niceties  require  to  be  studied 
beforehand.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  so  far  as  the  Trent  is 
c^cerned,  the  favourite  bait  amongst  its  frequenters  is 
pith  (bullock’s  pith  and  brains)  and  the  preparation  of  this 
dainty  morsel  calls  into  requisition  the  exercise  of  no  small 
amount  of  skill.  It  is  well  known  that  pith  itself  is  devoid 
of  taste,  and  that  it  is  only  employed  as  a  substitute  for 
brains.  These  are  full  of  nutriment,  and  are,  when  thrown 
into  the  swim  of  the  fish,  eagerly  devoured.  In  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  brains  it  is  necessary,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  thoroughly  wash  them,  carefully  remove  the  outer  skin, 
and  boil  them  on  a  fast  fire  for  not  less  than  twenty 
minutes.  When  fully  boiled  they  should  be  emptied, 
devoid  of  the  water,  into  a  bowl  and  pounded  with 
an  ordinary  table  fork  into  a  sort  of  mincemeat.  The 
pounding  system  does  away  with  the  unpleasant  ordeal  of 
chewing,  and  the  stuff  is  the  more  readily  and  expeditiously 
deposited  iti  the  swim  intended  to  be  operated  upon.  The 
infinite  beauty  of  the  sport  consists  in  the  eagerness  with 
which  the  fish  come  at  both  brains  and  bait.  An  experi¬ 
enced  fisherman  knows  perfectly  well  that  if  the  fish  are 
m  the  swim  he  has  not  long  to  wait  in  suspense.  The  first 
or  second  paying  out  of  line  and  tackle  should  account  for 
the  hook  being  driven  successfully  home  ;  and  it  is  highly 
important  that  in  every  case  the  fish  should  be  landed 
above  the  spot  where  the  would-be  capturor  has  taken  up 
his  standing  or  position.  Chub  are  remarkably  shy,  espe¬ 
cially  in  a  dead,  low,  clear  water,  and  the  least  display  on 
the  bank  carries  consternation  in  their  ranks.  The  lino 
and  tackle  used  must  be  of  the  lightest  possible  description 
consistent  with  strength,  and  it  is  also  advisable  to  employ 
au8  i  ro<i-  The  advantage  of  this  is  readily  apparent.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  nearly  all  theswims  frequented 
arc  of  great  length,  and  unless  the  hook  is  driven  firmly 
uome  the  chances  are  that  the  fish  will  turn  off.  Personally 


—and  I  do  notwish  to  be  regarded  as  ambitious— I  always 
use  an  extra  stiff  top  part,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  in  the 
strike  I  lose  a  fish,  be  the  distance  in  the  swim  near  or  far. 
A  really  clever  chub  fisherman  ought,  on  a  favourable  day, 
to  kill  at  least  201b.  of  fish.  He  must  certainly  not  remain 
long  at  a  swim,  and  must  be  prepared  to  cover  a  good  few 
miles  in  the  course  of  his  outing.  The  late  Mr.  W.  Bailey 
was  a  wonderfully  successful  fisher,  and  his  two  sons — Wil-, 
liam  and  John— are  in  the  present  day  generally  most  suc¬ 
cessful  when  they  enter  on  the  “  warpath.”  Others  who 
have  earned  distinction  in  our  district  in  this  particular 
branch  are  Mr.  John  Theaker  (in  fact  John  is  A  1  all 
i  round),  Mr.  John  Spray,  Mr.  William  Co  wlishaw,  Mr.  John 
J  Bell,  and  Mr.  Walter  Marshall.  The  size  of  the  fish  caught 
|  vary  considerably,  as  in  other  rivers.  Two  seasons  ago  in 
|  a  private  water  below  Averham  Weir  Mr.  Bell  killed  a 
most  handsome  specimen  of  51b.  2oz. ;  one  of  like  weight 
has  been  caught  this  year  with  live  bait  on  pike  tackle  ; 
and  a  third,  weighing  41b.  9oz,  has  also  succumbed.  It  is 
much  more  easy  to  boast  of  the  weights  of  fish  than  it  is 
toshow  thefish  theniselves.  Anglers, like  other  mortals,  arc 
given  to  exaggeration,  and  in  this  respect  the  man  that 
caught  a  barbel  in  the  river  wearing  a  pair  of  spectacles 
which  had  fallen  off  the  nose  of  a  brother  angler,  who  was 
smashed  by  the  same  fish,  may,  I  think,  reasonably  lay 
claim  to  the  cake.  It  is  nearly  equal  to  the  story  of 
Brother  W est,  whose  friend  caught  a  21b.  eel  with  the 
fifth  rib  of  an  ox  in  its  inside,  But  joking  apart,  there  is 
no  question  whatever  that  chub  fishing  on  our  noble  river 
is  a  most  favourite  and  long-cherished  pastime  amongst  a 
large  number  of  its  winter  devotees.  For  my  own  part  I 
have  killed  hundreds  of  fish,  running  from  41b.  up  to  411b. 
apiece,  and  I  trust  I  may  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  many 
more  good  days  amongst  what  remain.  Probably  next 
week  I  may  have  something  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the 
use  of  greaves  for  killing  these  noble  winter  warriors. 


It  is  really  surprising  how  low  and  bright  the  Trent  re¬ 
mains.  Bottom  fishermen,  excepting  for  chub,  complain 
bitterly  of  a  dearth  of  sport,  and  I  am  afraid  their  com¬ 
plaints  will  rather  increase  with  the  close  of  the  season. 
Bream  have  been  tried  for  in  various  favourite  read  vs  in 
vain;  there  islittle  or  nothing  doing  amongstroach,  and  ;he 
presence  of  a  perch  just  now  is  looked  upon  as  a  curiosity. 
It  is  sad  to  realise  how  rapidly  the  supply  of  perch  has 
fallen  off  in  the  Trent  during  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen 
years.  Where  one  used  to  kill  a  dozen  in  a  day  might  now 
try  for  a  week  without  getting  so  much  as  a  humble  nibble. 
A  few  pike  continue  to  fall  to  the  live  bait,  although 
really  the  fish  ought  to  be  left  undisturbed,  and  at  the 
Bowling  Green  Society,  Mr.  W.  Burrows,  of  Radford,  has 
weighed  in  one  of  8ilb. ;  and  one  of  1341b.  is  reported  as 
having  being  landed  in  the  Gunthorpe  district. 


A  substantial  downpour  of  rain  would  just  now  be 
heartily  welcomed.  The  river  requires  a  further  scouring 
out,  and  a  substantial  rise  would  very  materially  improve 
the  prospects  of  the  salmon  angler. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


Frosts  and  fogs  are  again  the  order  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  actual  fishing  still  remains  a 
limited  quantity.  Several  of  the  smrounding 
waters  have  been  covered  with  a  sheet  of  ice 
during  the  past  week,  and  sport  lias  not  only 
been  accomplished  under  difficult  circumstances, 
but  has  likewise  effected  very  poor  results.  One 
l  arty  of  Manchester  anglers  have  just  worked  a 
noted  mere,  and  as  a  result  of  a  day’s  toil  were  rewarded 
with  three  small  jack,  and  from  a  water  known  to  contain 
any  quantity  of  largo  pike.  Another  parly,  working  a 
well-known  fishing  resort,  were  a  little  more  successful  as 
to  numbers,  securing  twenty  jack,  weighing  from  31b.  to 
51b.  The  experience  of  a  third  party,  consisting  of  perch 
fishers,  was  a  total  blank,  so  that  the  results  reported  in 
this  paragraph  may  be  taken  as  an  accurate  forecast  of 
the  general  state  of  waters  in  the  locality. 


The  Manchester  Amalgamated  Anglers  have  just  un¬ 
dertaken  the  revision  of  their  rules  for  the  last  time, 
notice  of  alteration  in  the  same  having  been  given  by  three 
clubs,  viz.,  Royal  Walton,  Openshaw  Bradford,  and  Clay¬ 
ton  and  Buckland.  None  of  the  proposals  make  any 
material  difference  in  the  constitution,  and  tho  rules  will 
probably  be  accepted  by  the  general  meeting,  to  be  held 
next  month,  almost  as  originally  drawn  up  by  the  revision 
committee. 


The  constitution  of  the  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Manchester  and  Districts,  is  a  thing  unknown  to  a 
great  mass  of  Lancashire  anglers,  and  as  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  delegates  arc  always  useful  as  a  matter 
of  reference,  they  arc  here  given.  President,  Mr.  Oliver, 
3,  Birch-court,  Ashton  Old-road,  Manchester ;  vice-presi¬ 
dents,  A.  Newton,  7,  New  Park-road,  Pendleton,  and  J. 
Isherwood,  Egerton  Arms.  Egcrton-street,  Farnworth ; 
delegates,  J.  Burton,  27,  Dol  Hill-street,  Farnworth;  II. 
Carthy,  21,  Mary -street,  Newmarket,  Ashton  ;  J.  H.  Chad¬ 
wick,  21,  Wormhill-strcct,  Ashton-road,  Manchester;  G. 
Yates,  4,  Chester-road,  Hulmo  ;  —  Statter,  65,  Bush-street, 
Oldham  ;  —  Barlow,  12,  Twccdal e-street,  Oldham  ;  — 
Hawkes,  Globe  Inn,  Bury-strect,  Salford ;  J.  Senior.  Royal 
Hotel,  Pendleton ;  secretary,  A.  W.  Platford,  58,  Mercer- 
street,  Hulme. 


j  Wholesale  Destruction  of  Trout  at  Dakvven.— 
The  Darwcn  Angling  Association,  which  has  recently 
been  formed,  has  secured  two  good  trout  reservoirs  and. 
i  their  streams,  along  with  certain  other  rights  appertain¬ 
ing  thereto.  A  few  weeks  back  it  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  association  that  poaching  in  the  streams  was  being 
carried  on  to  a  large  extent.  At  a  meeting  of  the  associa- 
j  tion  it  was  decided  to  have  their  waters  watched,  which 
i  resulted  in  the  capture  of  two  men  in  the  act  of  poison¬ 
ing  tho  stream  by  means  of  chloride  of  lime,  over 
eighty  mature  trout,  along  with  a  large  quantity  of  young 
and  ova,  being  destroyed.  The  association  instructed  Mr. 
Costeker  (town  clerk)  to  act  on  their  behalf,  and  the 
offenders  were  brought  before  the  borough  magistrates  on 
the  19th  inst.,  when  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs  was  imposed 
|  on  both  defendants.  Tho  chairman  of  the  bench  rc- 
j  marked  that  this  being  tho  first  case  of  the  kind  that 
[  had  come  before  them,  lie  thought  there  might  be  a  pos¬ 
sibility  that  the  defendants  wore  not  aware  of  tho  cnor- 
j  mity  of  their  oft'encc,  and  stated  should  a  repetition  occur, 
i  the  full  penalty  would  be  enforced. 


departs  front  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Du  ns  tan's  House ,  Fetter  Lane, 
London ,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken well- 
road,  Clorkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  February  2.  at  8.30.— R.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  1.— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to 
the  Burdett  Angling  Society,  Joiner’s  Arms,  Hackney -road, 
on  Thursday  next,  March  5th.  I  hope  many  of  our  angling 
friends  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend.— G.  Manning 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  2.— A  visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Wbnlock 
Angling  Society,  on  Monday,  Feb.  25,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  dense  fog  only  nine  clubs  were  represented— but 
they  were  well  represented,  as  the  room  was  nicely  filled 
and  the  talent  was  good.  The  next  on  this  list  will  take 
place  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians ;  date  next  week  — 
F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  visit 
was  paid  to  the  Bostonians  on  (he  23rd,  and  was  a  great 
success,  although  it  was  a  very  foggy  night.  27  clubs  were 
represented,  also  Messrs.  Ghurney,  Murphy,  and  Manning, 
of  the  Anglers’  Association.  Mr.  Murphy  opened  our 
Anglers’  Benevolent  box,  which  was  found  to  contain  £14. 
The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Cambridge  Friendly,  at 
the  Mason’s  Arms,  Titchbourne-street,  Edgware-road  — J 
Jennings. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-strcet, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— Several  of  our  members  were  well 
on  the  warpath  on  the  22nd  inst.,  when  sport  was  not  very 
brisk,  the  only  members  that  weighed  in  being  Mr  J. 
Whiston,  jack,  and  Mr.  J.  Reed,  with  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Pailes,  roach  and  dace  on  the  24th.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  for  four  prizes’  at 
Sunbury,  on  the  8th  of  Mareh,  from  the  Tumbling  Boy  to 
Walton  Bridge,  all  to  go  by  the  morning  train  ard  leave 
off  fishing  at  six  o’clock.  Mr.  J.  Windsor  gives  a  prize  for 
the  largest  jack  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.— J. 
Pailes,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken  well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  tho  receipt  of  £3  from 
the  Bostonian  Angling  Society,  and  thirteen  shillings  from 
t  he  Kenningtonians,  the  contents  of  their  donation  boxes  — 
R.  Ghurney,  sec. 


Allas  on  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason* 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  mem¬ 
bers  met  on  the  24th  ult.,and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  B.  Abrahams  and  J.  Moody  for  representing  the  above 
club  at  the  Bostonians,  which  proved  such  a  success.  J 
Gibbs  and  E.  Gibbs  were  enrolled  as  members.  Our  match 
was  fished  for  on  the  15th  inst.,  and  Fred  Roberts  got  the 
first  prize,  and  the  other  two  were  not  taken.— B  Abr  v- 
hams,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Rent-road.—  The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  last  at  the  above  house,  with  a  good  attendance 
of  members.  Members  arc  reminded  that  on  Wednesday 
next  we  decide  where  to  fish  for  tho  March  prizes  so  I 
hope  they  will  turn  up  early.  Mr.  J.  Jones  had  a  nice  jack 
from  Pulborough  on  the  22nd,  weight  71b.  5oz.;  Messrs 
Shakel  and  Bowling  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  daco 
from  the  Thames.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Anglers  Pride  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City 
Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.,  but  only  small  takes 
were  the  result,  except  Mr.  Scutt,  who  brought  up  81b  5oz 
of  nice  roach  from  tho  Thames.  We  fish  our  last  monthly 
prizes  off  on  March  8tli,  at  Sunbury,  all  members  to  go  by 
first  train.  The  members  of  this  society  have  decided  to 
reduce  the  subscriptions  for  the  coming  season  to  °-ood 
working  members.  Entrance  fee  Is.  Gd.,  and  2d.  per  week 
Honorary  members,  5s.  per  annumn,  including  railway 
privilege  ticket.  All  information  can  be  obtained  at  the 
club-house  on  any  Wednesday  evening.— J.  Tucker  sec 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— We  were  saved  from 
a  blank  on  tho  22nd  inst.  by  Mr.  Haynes  with  roach.  I 
trust  members  will  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next,  a,s  there 
is  some  special  business  to  be  brought  forward  — W  H 
Potter,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun 

Great  Sucton-street.  Goswell-road.— On  the  22nd  inst’ 
several  oi  our  members  were  out,  but  returned  very  un¬ 
successful,  only  one  member,  Mr.  Lambarth,  iun.,  weigh¬ 
ing  in  some  good  roach,  thus  saving  us  from  a  blank 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  to 
arrange  the  prizes  for  the  next  outing.— E.  R.  Emblfton 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel’ 
Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Marfeh  1  the  members 
will  fish  a  match  at  Egham  for  four  prizes.  All  competitors 
must  go  by  tho  train  leaving  Clapham  Junction  at  8.40 
booking  to  Egham.  One  rod;  jack  barred.  The  com¬ 
petitors  before  fishing  will  be  photographed  by  a  member 
of  the  club.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins  on  Tuesday  last  read  an 
interestmgpaper  on  roach  fishing,  both  he  and  the  chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  W.  Burkett,  receiving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  at 
the  finish.  Wc  beg  to  thank  tho  Blackfriars,  Clapham 
Junction,  and  Earlstield  for  their  presence  on  that  evening 
I  beg  to  remind  members  that  a  special  meeting  is  called 
for  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  where  to  fish  for  remaining 
prizes,  of  which  a  great  number  is  on  hand  ;  all  members 
arc  requested  to  attend.  On  22nd  inst.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins 
weighed  61b.  roach  from  the  Thames :  Mr.  C.  Wastcli 
roach  from  ditto;  Mr.  Wellman,  41b.  chub.— G.  Mumford’ 
secretary. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— Only  two  members  weighed  in  on  the  agncl— 
viz.,  G.  Armstrong,  dace,  441b.,  and  R.  Smith,  perch.  On 
the  23rd  Mr.  James  Smith  a  nice  show  of  roach  On 
March  1  we  fish  a  competition  for  the  last  series  of  monthly 
prizes,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  mcetinu- 
on  the  28th. — A.  Conn,  hon.  see.  B 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms 
Southwark-strect.— Several  members  weighed  in  on  the 
22nd.  Mr.  T.  Barker  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  the  lareest 
fish,  lilb.;  II.  Howard,  roach,  largest  lib.  Soz.  On  the 
1st  of  March,  Mr.  A.  O.  Cox  will  give  a  reading  before  the 
members  of  the  above  club  on  “  Datchct  and  its  Surround¬ 
ings.”  Mr.  Beckett  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair 
at  9.15  p.m.  Anglers  and  friends  are  invtcd.—  G.  H 
Howard,  sec. 
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(.  Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkley  Castle, 
liahare-street,  Gos well-road.— Our  roving  match  on  the 
22nd  for  twelve  prizes  did  not  turn  out  very  well,  six 
prizes  only  being  taken,  the  following  members  being 
the  winners  Mr.  Maynard,  first,  with  jack,  he  also  win 
ning  our  daily  prize ;  Mr.  Harris,  second  ;  Mr.  Bass,  third ; 
Mr.  Davenport,  fourth  ;  Mr.  Udale,  fifth  ;  Mr.  Field,  sixth  ; 
all  having  roach.— W.  H.  Tame,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.— Since  my  last  report  we 
have  had  a  fair  show  of  fish.  Messrs.  Grainge,  Litson, 
Tucker  and  Meaning,  jack ;  Messrs.  Tucker  hnd  Watkins, 
roach  and  dace.  Members  please  note  that  Mr.  vV  llson  s 
jack  prize  is  to  be  fished  for  on  March,  1  and  8.  Go  as  you 
please,  heaviest  weight  of  fish  on  either  day  to  win. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.— 1<  ew 
of  our  members  went  out  on  the  22nd,  butonly  two  of  them 
returned  with  fish.  Mr.  G.  Washington  weighed  in  three 
nicer ack.  Mr.  Donald  Flintlweighedjin  roach  and  perch.  I 
hope  members  won't  forget  next  Wednesday,  as  it  is  quar¬ 
terly  night,  there  is  some  business  to  be  done,  and  on 
Thursday,  March  5,  is  a  return  visit  of  the  No.  1.  Visiting 
List.  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present-.— J.  Pether,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— The  return  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.U.V.L.,  tookplace 
on  the  18th  ult.,  as  was  fully  announced,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  all  our  efforts  to  ensure  success,  the  result  proved 
very  dissappointing,  only  eight  clubs  on  the  list  being 
represented,  and  most  of  these  coming  very  late,  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say  is  becoming  a  most  noticeable  feature  in 
returning  visits.  IV c  had,  as  usual,  a  most  excellent  array 
of  talent,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  those  gentlemen  and  clubs  who  so  kindly  assisted 
us  on  that  occasion,  especially  the  Golden  Barbel  A.  S., 
who,  though  not  on  the  list,  arrived  early  well  repre¬ 
sented  and  rendered  every  assistance,  both  in  good  com¬ 
pany  and  talent. — C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.—  Our  outing 
at  Pangbourne  on  the  8th  inst.  was  well  attended,  but 
only  one  prize  was  taken  and  that  by  Mr.  Scutt.  .  The 
remaining  five  prizes  were  fished  for  on  the  loth  inst., 
when  they  were  taken  by  the  following  in  order  :  Messrs. 
Wilson  Lawler,  Hutchins,  Fitzgibbon,  and  Allen.  Mr. 
Vincent  had  two  jack,  and  Mr.  Scutt,  roach  and  dace. 
On  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Vincent  had  a  nice  jack,  91b.  13|oz. 
and  a  chub.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Hutchins  about  81b. 
roach.— W.  Sutton,  sec.  ,  ,  TT  , 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road  Kentish  Town.— On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following 
gentlemen  weighed  in  fish  :— Mr.  Boxall,  a  nice  specimen 
lack,  weighing  101b.  8ioz.;  Mr.  King,  roach,  101b.  12oz.;  Mr. 
W  White,  jack;  Mr.  H.  Sartain,  roach;  Mr.  Langton, 
roach.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn.— Several  of  our  members  fished  for  prizes  on  the 
22nd  inst.,  but  only  Mr.  J.  Tanner  succeeded  in  taking  a 
prize.  Members  are  reminded  that  next  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance,  as 
time  is  getting  short,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  be 
got  through.— E.  W.  Wood,  sec. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— At  the  weekly  meeting, 
held  on  Thursday,  February  19,  a  paper  entitled  “  Practical 
Taxidermy,”  was  read  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins,  in  which, 
after  referring  to  the  skill  and  processes  used  by  the 
Egyptians  in  the  preservation  of  the  mammalia,  he 
demonstrated  the  comparative  ease  with  which  the  art 
was  applicable  to  specimens  of  fish  that  members  might 
acquire  and  wish  to  preserve.  The  paper  was  illustrated 
by  specimens  in  different  stages  of  preservation,  and  it 
also  dealt  with  the  subject  of  plaster  and  papier-mache 
casts  of  fish,  and  the  processes  necessary  for  that  style  of 
reproduction.  An  interesting  discussion  followed,  and 
several  suggestions  were  made  as  to  the  treatment  of 
plaster  casts,  to  prepare  them  for  painting  in  either  water 
or  oil  colours.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  M  r. 
Watkins  for  his  interesting  and  instructive  paper.  The 
society’s  meetings  will  be  held  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  from  March  1  to  September  30.  South  Wales 
anglers,  outside  of  the  Cardiff  district,  who  may  wish  to 
be  connected  with  our  organisation,  arc  invited  to  send  in 
their  applications  for  membership,  for  consideration  by 
the  committee,  to  the  hon.  sec.,  W.  F.  Harris,  171,  Rich- 
mond-road,  Cardiff. — W.  F.  Harris,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association _ The  usual  monthly  meeting  will 

be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covcnt 
Garden,  on  Monday  next,  March  2,  at  8.30. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  the  19th 
inst.  Mr.  Wilson  weighed  in  a  nice  take  of  roach  and  chub 
151b!  8oz.  On  the  22nd  inst.  we  fished  a  match  at  Datchet 
with  very  poor  results,  only  one  prize  being  taken,  and 
that  by  Mr.  A.  Bowaterwith  llioz. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W\_VTe  had  a  good  show  up  of  members  at  Taplow— viz., 
twenty-three— to  fish  the  last  match  of  the  season,  but 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  unfavourable  weather,  but  very 
small  takes  were  recorded,  the  following  being  the  prize¬ 
winners  in  the  order  named— viz.,  Messrs.  E.  Baxter  and 
T  Couckwell  tied  for  the  first  and  second  prizes ;  W. 
Barberry,  J.  Hicks  and  J.  W.  Godfrey  tie,  J.  Dunn,  Tom 
Troyman,  J.  Reddle,  E.  Baker,  W.  Hill,  and  J.  Brown. 
Leaving  one  prize  not  taken,  which  must  be  fished  for  on 
March  1  at  Taplow;  same  place  and  conditions  as  before. 
Mr.  Underwood  showed  711b.  of  .jack.— J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— I  herewith 
send  you  a  report  of  this  society’s  doings  since  Feb.  1.  Mr. 
Norris,  roach,  31b.  124oz., ;  dace,  21b.;  Mr.  Walter,  roach, 
31b  13oz.  Feb.  8,  the  members  competed  for  Mrs.  Pratt, 
Master  and  Miss  Pratt  and  Mr.  Ward’s  prizes,  which 
were  won  by  Mr.  Walter,  with  roach,  101b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Norris,  roach)91b.  llioz. ;  followed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Long,  roach, 
21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Penn,  jack.  21b.  7ioz. ;  Mr.  H.  Long,  roach, 
lib  ioz. ;  dace,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Kerby,  roach,  74oz.  On  Feb. 
11  a ‘general  meeting  was  held  to  investigate  a  rumour 
that  has  got  circulated  respecting  a  fish  taken  by  Mr. 
Sherwood  in  1890.  After  considerable  discussion  and  hear¬ 
ing  witnesses,  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  settled,  and  a 
vote  of  confidence  was  given  to  Mr.  Sherwood.  1  eb.  15, 
Mr.  Walter,  roach,  211b.  5oz.  1  Mr.  Norris,  roach,  41b.  4oz. ; 
dace,  2oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Glover,  chub,  21b.  8ioz. ;  also  winning 
fir 
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mind  our  angling  friends  that  a  grand  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental  concert  will  be  given  at  the  Crown  Tavern,  on 
Monday  next,  March  2,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
five  children  of  the  late  Charles  Turner,  a  very  old  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  above  society  ;  also  a  very  liberal  man  to  others 
in  distress.  The  committee  trust  that  this  case  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  support  of  all  brothers  and  friends  that  were 


assisted  with  his  good  company.  There  will  be  a  special 
programme  of  talent  for  the  night.— W.  H,  Burmah,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  22nd  inst.,  twenty-four  mem¬ 
bers  competed  in  a  boundary  match  at  Cheshunt  for  two 
prizes  left  over  from  the  match  at  Uxbridge.  The  success- 
full  competitors  were  Mr.  Killick,  first,  with  a  nice  jack, 
71b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  second,  a  nice  perch,  lloz.,  and 
a  chub,  9oz.  They  were  the  only  gentlemen  who  had  the 
luck  to  get  any  fish.  Members,  please  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  to  decide  where  the  next  match  shall  be  fished — S. 
Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.— 

I  have  to  report  several  good  catches  lately  by  some  of  our 
members,  viz. :  on  the  17t,h  inst.  Mr.  Ashmore,  at  Staines, 
9Jlb.  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Dwyer,  at  Richmond,  611b. 
dace.  At  our  private  water  at  Tottenham  on  the  22nd  inst. 
some  good  sport  was  had.  Mr.  Graham  Bennett  caught 
three  jack— 61b.  10oz.,  41b.,  and  21b.  respectively,  and  our 
champion  (Mr.  Dwyer)  captured  one  weighing  61b.  12oz. — 
J.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
N.-We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  22nd,  by  our  two 
members,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Slade— 201b.  of  roach,  dace, 
and  jack,  one  jack  41b.  lljoz.,  and  one  dace  llioz.  Other 
members  out,  but  not  successful.  I  also  beg  to  inform 
members  that  Monday  next  March  2,  is  the  last  quarter 
night  of  financial  year  is  when  all  subserptions  should  be 
paid,  so  as  to  start  clear  for  the  new  season.— A.  Paytsie, 
sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster,  Foley- 
street,  Portland-road.— On  the  15th  inst.  we  had  a  very 
nice  show  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Chapman,  roach,  81b.  ;  De 
Perron,  chub  and  jack,  81b.  ;  Henrie,  jack  (one  fish), 
41b.  8oz. ;  Ellins,  roach,  21b. ;  F.  Stanton,  dace  ;  Cox,  chub 
and  roach,  31b.  ;  Green,  roach  and  gudgeon,  41b. ;  F. 
Roach,  gudgeon  and  roach,  21b.  On  the  22nd  inst.  Messrs. 
Trowbridge,  jack  (the  best  fish),  61b.  6joz. ;  De  Perron, 
chub;  and  Green,  jack.  I  wish  to  inform  members  that 
as  Easter  Bank  Holiday  comes  in  March  this  year,  they 
can  weigh  in  roach  and  dace  from  the  river  Lea  and 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  rivers.  Also  that  we  have  harmony 
every  Tuesday  evening  and  hope  that  they  will  come  and 
support  us.— J.  Roach,  sec. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  the  15th  inst.,  several  of 
the  above  members  were  out  when  Messrs.  F.  Bates,  W. 
Carr,  J.  Grande,  and  A.  Wheeler,  weighed  fish.  On  the 
22nd,  the  same  gentlemen  weighed  fish.  Mr.  A.  Wheeler 
had  a  fine  brace  of  roach,  weighing  2 Jib.  I  wish  all  mem¬ 
bers  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  when  the  balance  sheet 
will  be  placed  on  the  table  for  inspection.— G.  F.  Weaver. 
sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— On  the  22nd  inst. 
H.  Hutchings  weighed  in  a  brace  of  jack,  71b.  3oz.  The 
following  members  also  had  roach  from  the  Thames 
Messrs.  H.  Proehl,  F.  Watling,  C.  Large,  W.  Barnes,  J.  A. 
Fitch,  C.  Watling,  and  W.  Parkin.  Mr.  Large  had  the 
best  show,  61b.  12oz.  The  next  Clerkenwell  and  District 
visit  will  be  paid  to  the  above  society  on  Monday,  March  9. 
Secretaries  please  note.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— A  smoking  concert  on 
Tuesday  evening  went  off  remarkably  well,  and  consider¬ 
ing  the  unpleasantness  of  the  fog  and  the  difficulty  of 
travelling,  was  well  attended.  Mr.  Claude  Meller  made 
an  excellent  chairman,  and  gave  some  good  recitations. 
There  were  also  a  number  of  songs,  instrumental  solos, 
&c.  making  altogether  a  pleasing  variety.  Mr.  Grammett, 
a  member  of  the  Gresham,  has  been  fishing  in  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  Avon,  and  among  other  fish  caught,  a  pike  of  161b., 
and  a  roach  of  21b.  2oz. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  Plimsoll  Hotel,  St. 
Thomas’s-road,  Finsbury  Park.— We  had  an  excellent 
show  of  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  by  Mr.  F.  Temple 
from  the  Thames  on  the  22nd  inst.,  gross  weight  nearly 
171b.,  the  perch  being  very  fine,  one  scaling  lib.  7oz. 
Messrs.  Coventry,  Devonshire,  and  Griffiths  were  also  on 
the  war-path,  but  unfortunately  arrived  home  too  late  to 
wbiffh  in.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A  few  members 
were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.  H.  Da  Costa  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  two  perch.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queens 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  the  22nd 
inst.  the  members  of  this  society  fished  off,  at  Chertsey, 
a  match  for  some  valuable  prizes,  Mr.  Davis  coming  home 
first,  which  brings  him  in  thirty  shillings.  The  others 
who  take  prizes  being  Messrs  Alf.  Morgan,  F.  and  A.  Pain. 
The  remainder  can  be  fished  for  on  March  1,  and  you  can 
all  go  where  you  like.  We  took  our  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  on  Tuesday  last,  which  in  point  of  numbers 
must  be  called  a  success,  but  only  eleven  clubs  answered 
the  roll,  the  only  consolation  we  have  is  in  the  dreadful 
state  of  the  weather,  which  no  doubt  kept  many  away  who 
would  have  come  to  help  the  undersigned.  My  most  hearty 
thanks  are  due  to  those  who  did  brave  the  fog.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  wrere  well  represented,  Camden,  Great  Northern, 
Islington  Brothers,  Independent  Brothers,  Lincoln,  North 
Western,  Seymour  Brothers,  Burton,  Bostonians,  Alma, 
and  the  St.  Thomas’s.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Islington 
Brothers.— Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  a  few 
fishjon  our  trays.  On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Croker  had  a  very 
nice  show  of  roach,  71b.  foz.,  and  one  jack  of  51b.  13ioz. 
We  met  on  Thursday  last,  but  owing  to  so  few  members 
present,  no  business  was  transacted.  The  match  at  Taplow 
on  the  22nd  inst.  was  an  entire  blank.  The  following 
showed  fish :  Mr.  Croker,  roach,  lib.  15Joz. ;  Mr.  H. 
Herbert,  dace  ;  Mr.  G.  Holder,  roach.  Our  return  visit  on 
the  Central  Anglers’  Association  will  take  place  shortly, 
when  due  notice  will  be  given  when  the  date  is  fixed.— J. 
H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  com¬ 
peted  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Garrard  was  successful  in  winning  the  first  prize  with  a 
fine  jack,  which  scaled  111b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Featherstone  was 
second ;  Mr.  T.  Harris,  third.  Three  special  prizes  were 
fished  for  on  Wednesday,  25th  inst. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Mecham 
secured  first  honours  with  121b.  13oz.  of  jack  ;  Mr.  H.  Butt, 
second ;  Mr.  C.  Hayward,  third.  The  members  will  com¬ 
pete  for  five  special  prizes  on  March  8.  Competitors  may 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  for  these  prizes.  There 
are  also  three  specials  to  be  competed  for  on  March  11. 
Competitors  may  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  for  these 
prizes.  The  members  and  friends  will  indulge  in  a  tripe 
supper  on  W ednesday  evening,  March  18.— H.  B. 

I  Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  the  15th, 
Messrs.  Beales,  E.  and  H.  Challen  and  Ide  had  dace  from  the 
I  Thames,  and  on  the  22nd  Messrs.  Beales  and  H.  Wright 
had  dace  also  from  the  Thames.  We  had  a  good  meeting 


on  Tuesday  last,  when  Messrs.  Hinton  and  Ransome  were 
elected  members  of  our  society.— A.  Ide,  sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Wheat- 
sheaf  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road. — Still  they  come  !  We  do  not 
refer  to  fish  of  which  we  have  had  but  an  indifferent  show 
during  the  week,  but  to  the  election  of  five  new  members, 
bringing  up  our  total  to  109.  The  Thames  has  fined  down 
too  much  to  expect  any  large  bags  to  be  made,  but  if  our 
trays  have  not  been  so  well  filled  as  usual,  we  have  plenty 
of  room  for  congratulation  in  the  fact,  that  last  Friday 
and  the  22nd  inst.,  the  members  turned  up  in  force.  Such 
attendances  are  especially  gratifying  to  the  committee, 
who  have  worked  hard  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
to  help  to  make  our  association  the  undoubted  success  it 
is.  Long  may  it  prosper.  Members  will  please  note  that 
our  annual  tripe  supper  takes  place  at  the  club  house  on 
the  6th  proximo,  and  that  we  fish  a  roving  match  on  the 
8th  idem.  Entries  for  both  events,  to  be  sent  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  as  soon  as  possible.  That  well-known  character 
Oliver  Twist  is  not  in  it  with  the  twist  some  of  us  have 
for  tripe.  Our  esteemed  hostess,  Mrs.  Stevens  is  always 
fearful  lest  by  any  miscalculations  she  should  not  provide 
sufficient,  for  good  soul  that  she  is,  nothing  pleases  her 
better  than  to  sec  her  friends  depart  well  lined  within, 
even  if  their  pockets  be  not  so  well  filled  as  on  arrival. 
—Crystal  Hook,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  The  Russell 

Arms,  Bedford-street,  Ampthill-square,  N.W.— On  the 
22nd  inst.,  Mr.  Biggs  weighed  in  roach  ;  several  other 
members  were  out  but  did  not  weigh  in.  The  Seymour 
Brothers’  prize  will  be  fished  for  on  March  22,  place  and 
conditions  to  be  settled  next  week.  Members  will  greatly 
oblige  by  attending  on  Wednesday  next  to  settle  some  very 
important  business.— J.  W,  Biggs,  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville.— On  the  22nd  inst.  the  above 
society  fished  their  match  at  Maidenhead  for  four  prizes 
which  proved  a  great  success,  Mr.  Murray  winning  first 
prize  with  31b.  9oz.  of  chub;  Mr.  Watling,  second, ,21b.  of 
roach ;  Mr.  Johnson,  third,  with  roach  ;  Mr.  Nelson, 
fourth,  with  dace  and  gudgeon ;  Messrs.  White.  Effing¬ 
ham,  and  Belton  also  having  fish.  I  must  request  mem¬ 
bers  to  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next  to  a  special  general 
meeting  ;  important  business.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  had  again  a 
fine  attendance  of  members  at  our  meeting  last  week,  and 
indeed  this  now  appears  to  have  assumed  a  normal 
character.  Either  our  new  meeting-place  proves  a  more 
attractive  one  than  the  old,  or  the  executive  have  resolved 
to  be  more  active  and  take  greater  interest  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  and  progress  of  the  association,  and  show  this  by 
their  regular  and  prompt  attendance.  Three  new  members 
were  nominated  at  this  meeting,  making  eight  in  all  so  far 
this  year.  Mr.  Shrubsole  attended  this  meeting,  as 
representing  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  was  warmly 
welcomed.  He  made  a  very  nice  speech  indeed,  touching 
on  many  subjects,  both  technically  and  practically.  The 
meeting  was  brought  to  a  close  by  a  hearty  and  unanimous 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Shrubsole,  which  he  duly  and 
felicitously  acknowledged.— R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
—Fishing  in  Lake  Yyrnwy.— The  subjoined  informa¬ 
tion  supplied  by  me  to  our  local  papers  will  no  doubt  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  many  readers  of  the  Fish  ing  Gazette “  Sea¬ 
son  to  commence  on  the  27th  March ;  closing  not  fixed. 
Artificial  fly  only  ;  no  minnows,  worms,  or  other  lures 
allowed.  No  trout  to  be  retained  less  than  10in.  long;  in 
tributary  streams,  6in.  long.  No  wading  allowed  in  the 
lake.  No  fishing  allowed  before  six  a.m.,  or  latex  than 
half-an-hour  after  sunset.  No  Sunday  fishing  allowed. 
No  boatman  or  attendant  to  fish.  No  close  time  for  coarse 
fish  and  any  taken  to  be  killed.  Fishing  tickets  (not  trans¬ 
ferable),  4s.  per  day  ;  £1  per  week  ;  or  £3  10s.  per  month  for 
guests  staying  at  tho  hotel.  Boat,  with  one  man,  5s.  per 
day  ;  two  men,  8s.  6d.  per  day.  Baskets  to  be  numbered 
and  weighed  at  hotel  on  conclusion  of  day’s  fishing.  Near¬ 
est  and  best  approach :  Llanfyllm,  twelve  miles,  Cambrian 
Railway ;  Bala,  fifteen  miles,  Great  Western  Railway. 
Flies  and  casts  to  suit  water  sold  at  hotel.”— Richard 
Woolfall. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Carlisle- 

strect,  Edgware-road,  W.— On  the  22nd  inst.,  our  members 
were  at  various  stations  on  the  Thames,  when  we  had 
some  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Milburn  heading  the  show 
with  near  141b.  of  roach,  the  best  show  we  have  had  for 
some  time.  Mr.  Wyeth  having  jack,  and  Messrs.  A.  Clark 
and  Penfold  having  roach. — W.  F.  Pearce. 

Manchester  Anglers’  Association.  —  The  usual 
monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  17,  Mr.  Henry  Sidebottom  presided  in  the  chair.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Harold  Engelbach,  on  “Fishing 
for  the  Small-mouthed  Green  Bass,”  in  which  a  capital 
account  was  given  of  an  evening’s  fishing  in  the  Grand 
river  in  Canada.  The  fish,  which  are  of  a  fine  sporting 
nature,  were  all  caught  with  the  fly,  and  ran  up  to  241b.. 
though  they  are  caught  up  to  41b.  or  51b.  On  returning 
from  the  fishing  the  writer  was  nearly  lost  in  the  bush, 
and  be  gave  an  amusing  account  of  his  experiences.  Th( 
latter  was  like  most  of  Mr.  Englebach’s  writings,  of  great 
literary  merit,  and  fuff  of  scraps  of  poetry,  description  ol 
the  scenery  and  surroundings.  Afterwards  Mr.  W 
O’Hanlan  f*ave  a  short  account  of  “  Some  fishing  at  Bal 
linahinch.”  A  description  was  given  of  the  various  loughs 
and  rivers,  including  this  fishery,  and  of  the  best  way  of 
gettingithere.  The  writer  was  not,  however,  very  fortunati 
from  a|fishing  point  of  view,  as  the  season  when  he  visitec 
Ballinahinch  was  an  exceptionally  early  one,  and  most  of 
the  salmon  and  white  trout  had  run  up  to  the  spawning 
grounds.  A  discussion  followed  on  fishing  in  Connemara 
generally,  and  later  on  the  Northern  anglers,  and  the 
recent  meeting  came  up  as  the  subject  of  conversation. 
Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  one  of 
the  guests  present. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 

Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N.-We  had  a  good  show 
of  members  present  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  J.  Dyer,  Presi 
dent,  in  the  chair,  and  a  lot  of  business  got  over.  Mr.  C 
Oliver  also  weighed  in  some  roach  from  the  Lea.— Joh> 
Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— Fish  were  weighed  in  to-night  (Thursday)  by  Mr 
Mudd,  jack,  chub,  and  dace,  131b.  4ioz.  (specimen  chub  31b. 
5oz.);  Mr.  Newbury,  91b.  14joz.  roach,  dace,  and  chub ;  Mr 
Arthur  Matthews,  roach,  21b.  lljoz.  (specimen  roach,  lib 
lloz.) ;  Mr.  La  Feuillade,  lib.  8oz. ;  and  Mr.  Hearn,  dace, 
lib.  Ioz.  The  fish  formed  a  pretty  show,  Mr.  Mudd’s  fine 
chub  being  much  admired.  Mr.  W.  Grimmet  was  in  the 
chair,  but  there  was  not  much  business  befox-e  the  meeting 
The  next  match  takes  place  on  March  12;  all  wishing  tc 
compete  in  it  must  be  present  on  Thursday,  March  5.— A 
E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14 
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South-street,  Lambeth. —On  the  22nd  inst.  there  was  not 
much  to  record  in  the  way  of  tish,  Mr.  Rowles  only  weigh¬ 
ing  in  a  few  dace.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Horton  being  in  the  chair,  when  the 
minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  passed  and  other  busi¬ 
ness  gone  through.  Will  members  kindly  remember  that 
subscriptions  are  now  due.— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon.  sec. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock  Hill.— On  the  22nd  inst.,  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out,  but  on  account  of  the  east  wind  very  few 
scaled  :  Mr.  Grindly,  jack  ;  Pritchard,  dace  ;  Bacon,  dace  ; 
Ragourt,  dace.— J.  G.,  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Bevenden-street,  East-road,  Hoxton. — Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.,  but  with  poor  success.  F. 
Percival  being  the  only  one  weighing  in  a  few  perch  and 
dace,  thus  saving  us  from  a  blank.— J  Cuthbert,  sec. 

Pride  of  Derby  Angling  Society.— Lately  anglers 
have  been  repaid  for  their  enforced  idleness  during  the 
frost.  Coarse  fish  have  been  free  on  the  bite  and  sport 
good.  Several  good  baskets  of  perch  have  been  reported. 
Members  are  requested  to  roll  up  to  time  in  the  “  Chal¬ 
lenge  Cup  ”  match.  Several  extra  prizes  have  been 
offered.  The  presentation  to  Mr.  J.  Cadman  will  take 
place  on  March  6.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.30  p.m.— H. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 

f  rove. — The  following  weighed  in  fish  on  the  22nd  inst.  :— 
tobins,  roach ;  Porter,  roach  ;  Twovney,  jack  and  chub, 
and  Wheeler,  roach,  the  latter  winning  the  last  of  the 
prizes  at  Bowne  End.— W.  Bowyer. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
Magpie,  Great  Bath-street,  Clerken  well. —The  members  of 
this  society  went  to  Surley  Hall  on  the  22nd  to  fish  a  peg- 
down  match,  but  unfortunately  did  not  meet  with  much 
success,  only  one  member  (Mr.  Sharpless)  securing  a  prize 
with  a  show  of  dace,  therefore  the  remainder  will  have  to 
be  fished  for  on  March  1,  members  to  meet  at  Paddington 
at  nine  a.m.,  as  before.  Mr.  Baber  is  appointed  chairman 
for  this  match.— J.  Skinner,  sec. 

[We  presume  the  report  you  mention  was  not  received  in 
time.— Ed.] 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-roaa.— Next  Wednesday  being  quarterly  night,  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend  and  clear  the  books,  also  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  last  outing  of  this  season.  The 
following  is  the  result  of  our  Twickenham  competition : 
Mr.  T.  Line,  first,  51b.  94oz. ;  G.  Storold,  second,  51b.  3oz. : 
J.  Davis,  third,  41b.  UJoz. ;  J.  Wigley,  fourth,  31b.  12foz. ; 
the  following  also  weighed  in  :  F.  T.  Lamberton,  31b.  124oz.; 
H.  Mitchell,  31b.  lOoz. ;  E.  Pyne,  21b.  lOoz. ;  W.  Nayler, 
21b. ;  W.  Tidmarsh,  lib.  4oz.  nearly  all  dace.— E.  Pyne, 
secretary. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— Several  members  were  out  on  the 
22nd  inst.  Would  have  been  a  blank  only  J.  Wright  had 
a  nice  little  jack.  Members  were  up  in  good  force  on 
Wednesday  ;  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  10s.  be  given 
to  ihe  Conn  testimonial.  Card,  read  from  the  Angler's 
Pride.  Members  promised  to  support  them  as  usual. 
Messrs.  Elson,  G.  George,  H.  R.  R.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Wood, 
have  given  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  8th  March,  and 
several  others  will  do  the  same,  only  through  unavoidable 
absence  from  the  club  on  Wednesday  they  could  not  state 
the  nature  of  the  prize.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for  by 
the  members  drawing  their  names  in  rotation,  and  each 
two  who  are  drawn  together  can  go  where  they  choose, 
bank  only.  It  will  behove  all  members  to  be  present  next 
Wednesday.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road.— On  the  22nd  inst.  a  good  muster  of 
members  were  on  the  war-path  at  Pangbourne,  to  fish  for 
seven  prizes,  but  only  five  were  taken,  by  the  following 
members :— Messrs.  H.  Raine,  first,  with  jack,  41b.  8oz.  ;  J. 
Barnes,  roach,  second,  21b.  13Joz. ;  C.  Holmes,  chub,  21b. 
3}oz.,  third ;  J.  Petrie,  roach,  fourth  ;  Mr.  Raine  also  win¬ 
ning  Mr.  A.  Price’s  spinning  rod,  for  heaviest  jack  in 
February.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  fair  muster  of  mem¬ 
bers  present  when  it  was  arranged  to  fish  for  the  two  re¬ 
remaining  prizes  on  March  1,  members  to  go  where  they 
like ;  those  members  who  took  prizes  on  the  22nd  not  to 
compete  for  these.  The  fishing  for  coarse  fish  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  end  of  March  in  the  Lea,  and  Lea  rules  only. 
Those  members  who  have  not  been  up  lately  are  requested 
to  show  up  as  early  as  possible  to  save  further  trouble,  and 
oblige. — S.  Cane,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  March  lour  outing  will 
take  place  at  Moulsford.  It  has  been  arranged  for  mem¬ 
bers  to  go  down  by  the  five  o’clock  train  from  Paddington, 
on  Saturday,  but  "any  not  able  to  do  so  can  go  down  later, 
or  even  the  following  morning  and  join  in  the  competi¬ 
tion.  On  Tuesday  next  a  very  good  muster  is  specially  re¬ 
quested,  as  besides  being  quarterly  night,  election  of 
officers,  &c.  The  late  Mr.  Gillson’s  tackle  will  be  brought 
up  for  disposal.  Should  any  member  of  any  other  society 
wish  for  any,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  them  present.  We 
are  still  going  on  increasing  every  week.  On  the  22nd 
inst.  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  O’Callaghan,  had  a  nice 
jack,  over  71b. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  chub,  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Clark, 
dace,  all  from  the  Thames.  -Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List.— The 
the  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anglers’  Pride, 
City  Arms,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Friday,  27th,  any  brother 
angler  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  his  Fishing 
Gazette  on  Friday,  and  notice  this,  will  favour  them  with 
his  company  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.— A.  Conn. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve 
Hoxton-street,  N.— On  Wednesday  Mr.  P.  T.  Godfrey 
weighed  in  a  nice  jack,  Gib.  Uoz.  A  competition  for  three 
prizes  will  take  place  on  March  8,  at  the  recently  acquired 
Associations  water,  Enfield  Lock  (late  Stone’s).  The 
heaviest  gross  weights  of  any  kind  of  fish,  bar  jack  and 
perch,  to  take  them  in  rotation,  nothing  under  ilb.  to  win 
a  prize,  and  all  members  to  alight  at  and  return  from 
Enfield  Lock  Station.— T.  Gretton. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Angling  Society.— The  eighth  annual 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the  Roe  Buck 
Hotel,  on  Monday,  the  16th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  Cocker,  president, 
in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The 
balance  sheet  and  statement  of  accounts  showed  receipts 
.£95  Is.  2d.,  and  expenditure  £84  9s.  7d.,  leaving  a  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  £10  11s.  7d.,  as  against  a 
balance  last  year  of  £8  53.  2d.  This  is  satisfactory  as  the 
funds  have  had  to  be  drawn  upon  somewhat  during  the  | 
past  year  for  re-stocking  purposes.  The  report  was  i 
unanimously  adopted.  After  some  routine  business  the 
election  of  officers,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  resulted 
in  Mr.  E.  Cocker  being  unanimously  re-elected  president, 
the  vice-presidents  being  as  follows:  Councillor  Bennett, 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Taylor,  J.  Perkins,  F.  A.  Hopkinson,  S. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  S.  A.  Goodall,  W.  L.  Swetnam,  S.  Lake, 
R.  Wallace— “re-elected” II.  Kite,  T.  Evans,  and  H.  Lea, 


Mr.  H.  Evans  was  re-elected  treasurer;  and  Messrs.  J. 
Hollins  and  H.  S.  Jebb,  secretaries  ;  Messrs.  W.  R.  Taylor 
and  J.  Smith,  were  re-elected  auditors.  The  following  are 
the  committee :  Messrs.  F.  W.  Pepper,  J.  Evans,  W. 
Osborne,  T.  Riley,  F.  C.  Carter,  C.  J.  Lake,  A.  Morgan,  W. 
H assail,  J.  Davis,  T.  Masters,  R.  Mather,  C.  F.  Walter,  H. 
Leak,  J.  Dutton,  and  C.  Roberts.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  annual  dinner  on  March  16.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  the  patrons  and  donors  of  the  club,  and 
the  moeting  closed  with  an  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman.— J.  Hollins,  general  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— Since  my 
last  report  we  have  had  some  nice  shows  of  fish  weighed 
in.  Mr.  Pocock,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Vogan,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr,  Packer,  dace;  Mr.  Vogan,  a  nice  chub;  Mr. 
Bonham,  dace.  A  roving  competition  is  arranged  to 
take  place,  March  8.  Bank,  any  where. — H.  R. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Payne  saving  the 
club  from  a  blank  with  roach.  Members  of  the  above 
will  fish  a  roving  match  on  March  1st,  from  Windsor  to 
Brav  Lock,  for  several  money  prizes.— H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross. — Our  outing  on  Feb.  22nd  turned  out  all 
wrong,  not  one  of  us  getting  the  stipulated  weight  to  take 
a  prize.  I  wish  to  see  all  members  present  next  Tuesday 
on  account  of  a  concert  taking  place’for  the  benefit  of  one 
of  our  old  members,  Mr.  H.  Smith,  who’is  in  great  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  any  brother  angler  who  cares  to  pay  us  a  visit  will 
receive  a  hearty  welcome.— H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp 
weighed  in  31b.  lljoz. ;  Mr.  Hibble,  31b.  lOioz.  On  Feb.  22  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  H.  Lees 
weighed  in  81b.  6jOz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  61b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Rump, 
41b.  2oz.  ;  all  roach  from  the  Thames.  For  the  competi¬ 
tion  on  Wednesday,  March  4,  it  was  carried  that  we  fish  in 
the  Thames  (punt  or  bank)  for  five  prizes.  First,  cash, 
£1  Is. ;  second,  third,  and  fourth,  cash,  10s.  6d.  each ;  fifth, 
box  of  cigars ;  no  member  to  go  over  night.  Our  next  and 
last  grand  smoking  concert  of  the  season  will  take  place  at 
the  above  on  Monday,  March  9,  Mr.  Monk  in  the  chair  and 
Mr.  J.  Rump  in  the  vice-chair,  when  a  host  of  talent  will 
appear  ;  admission  by  ticket.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— On  the  22nd  inst.  Messrs.  Turnbull  and 
C.  Wright  weighed  in  roach.  In  regard  to  the  roach  prize 
members  can  leave  town  on  Saturday  evenings,  but  must 
leave  word  at  club  house  any  time  after  four  p,m.  Mr. 
Sloper’s  prize  is  to  be  fished  for  on  March  11,  open  bank  or 
punt.  Members  can  also  leave  on  the  evening  previous 
after  4  p.m.  Mr.  W.  H.  Willis  was  proposed  as  a  member. 
Wednesday  next,  March  4,  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope 
all  members  will  try  and  attend  as  there  is  some  business 
of  importance  to  bring  forward.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— On  Monday  last,  the 
above  club  had  a  very  poor  return,  only  nine  clubs  being 
represented  ;  perhaps  on  account  of  very  foggy  night,  and 
a  slight  mistake  on  the  part  of  myself.  Messrs.  Smith, 
Widmer,  Thorling,  Foster,  Dodson,  Fullbrook,  Sparrow, 
Ripley,  Dassell,  Mercer,  and  Richards,  contributed  to 
the  harmony  :  Messrs.  Smith  and  Widmer  ofHiciated  as 
chairmen.  We  had  a  few  fish  on  22nd  inst.,  the  largest  a 
nice  jack  of  91b.— W.  M.,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square.— On  Feb.  15  several 
of  our  members  were  out,  Mr.  Csomor  returning  with  121b. 
of  jack  and  Mr.  Jupp  nearly  31b. ;  Mr.  Wood  also  had  41b. 
of  roach  and  dace  and  Mr.  Rider  21b.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr. 
Csomor  brought  home  181b.  of  jack  and  Mr.  Wood  61b.  of 
roach ;  Mr.  Rider  141b.  A  mutual  arrangement  for  an 
outing  together,  on  March  8,  is  resolved  upon  and  we  trust 
all  members  will  turn  out  on  this  occasion.— D.  W.  Evans, 
Secretary. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— On  the  22nd  inst.,  the  gross  prizes 
of  our  worthy  host  was  taken  by  Mr.  Horner,  and  it  is 
decided  to  fish  for  the  specimen  roach  on  March  1st, 
in  any  free  water  in  the  limits  of  the  privilege  of  the 
Association  Ticket.  Mr.  Willis  weighed  jack,  41b.  7ioz. ; 
Mr.  Chedley’s  jack,  21b.  54oz.;  Mr.  Seal,  jack,  21b.  74oz ; 
Mr.  Cox,  21b  3oz.,  of  roach ;  Mr.  Lowther  also  roach.  I 
hope  our  members  will  not  forget  quarter  night,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  next,  March  4th  ;  I  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance. 
— R.  Lowther,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Members  are  reminded  that  Thursday 
next  is  quarterly  night,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be 
paid  up  to  enable  the  auditors  to  get  out  their  balance- 
sheet.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  to  arrange  the 
annual  dinner,  and  to  elect  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
season.  The  last  club  match  of  the  season  will  take  place 
on  the  above  date  and  March  8,  Thames  only ;  weights  and 
prizes  as  in  previous  matches.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
—The  first  annual  dinner  of  this  valuable  association  took 
place  on  Tuesday  at  their  headquarters,  Mr.  Burrows’s, 
the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  Eton.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Summers,  Eton  College.  The  dinner  proved  a  great 
success,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— A  special 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Monday  23rd  inst., 
to  consider  the  renting  of  some  good  water  near  London. 
A.  W.  Parker,  Esq.,  president,  in  the  chair  ;  owing  to  the 
fog  the  meeting  was  thinly  attended,  but  it  was  resolved 
that  the  club  outing  on  the  28th  shall  be  held  on  the  new 
water  instead  of  at  Sunbury,  as  originally  intended,  the 
number  going  is  limited  to  six  members  by  the  owner  of 
the  water.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday 
the  4th  March,  at  which  the  result  of  the  club  outing  will 
be  reported  and  acted  upon  accordingly,  and  as  this  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance  a  full  attendance  is  particu¬ 
larly  requested.— Hy.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  FOR  THE  USK. 

Mr.  J.  Clare,  fishing  tackle  maker,  6,  High-street, 
Abergavenny,  writes “  I  enclose  for  your  inspection  and 
editorial  opinion,  t  wentyMour  trout  flies,  and  twelve  salmon 
flies  and  grubs,  all  of  them  tied  by  one  of  my  daughters, 
Miss  L.  Clare,  from  patterns  supplied  me  by  Mr.  11. 
Acteson,  son  of  the  late  head-keeper,  Mr.  W.  Acteson,  who 
for  years  tied  all  his  father’s  flies.  These  trout  flies,  as  you 
are  in  all  probability  aware,  are  larger  than  those  used  on 
many  rivers,  and  the  hook  barbs  are  farther  from  the  body 
of  the  flies  than  many  that  are  made,  but  whatever  some 
may  think  about  the  rather  ungainly  appearance,  they 
have  many  years’ experience  to  prove  them  to  beoutand  out 
killers,  especially  of  our  Usk  trout  which  run  larger.  The 


salmon  flies  are  small  compared  with  those  used  on  many 
rivers,  and  have  not  nearly  so  much  wing.  Mr.  Acteson 
always  maintaining  that  the  Usk  being  such  a  clear  river, 
much  feather  was  a  mistake,  which  he  could  always  prove 
to  be  the  case  to  any  who  had  their  doubts  about  it.  The 
only  trout  killed  (up  to  the  present)  in  the  association 
water  (Aby),  worth  mentioning  were  taken  w-ith  my;  flies, 
by  Mr.  W.  Davis,  and  one  of  my  sons,  as  published  in  the 
Field  of  last  week.  The  salmon  flies  we  have  this  day  tied 
for  you,  on  lin.  hooks  are  rather  larger  than  our  patterns. 
The  angling  Editor  of  the  Field  speaks  very  highly  of 
some  trout  flies  sent  for  his  inspection,  and  has  promised  to 
give  me  an  order  for  some  on  eye  hooks  if  he  visits  the 
Usk  this  spring.  I  shall  send  him  some  salmon  flies  to  pass 
his  opinion  in  a  day  or  two.— Joseph  Clare. 

[We  need  hardly  say  we  can  fully  endorse  the  good 
opinion  “Red  Spinner,”  has  given  of  Mr.  Clare’s  flies,  in 
fact,  he  was  talking  to  us  about  them  the  other  day. 
Among  those  sent  are  some  of  Acteson’s  famous  Blues, 
March  Browns,  Cochybondhus,  Iron  Blues,  Alder’s  winged, 
ditto  with  hackle  for  wing,  green-tail,  &c.  Wo  arc  quite 
sure  that  these  flies  will  kill  well  in  early  spring  on  any 
rivers,  where  dry  fly  fishing  is  not  a  sine  quO  non ,  on  such 
rivers  as  the  Barle  and  Exe,  Tan,  Torridge,  Usk  (they  are 
Usk  patterns),  Monnow,  Conway,  in  fact  in  any  fairly 
rapid  rocky  streams.  We  particularly  like  Mr.  Clare’s 
Brown  moth,  we  believe  he  advertises  the  price  of  these 
flies  in  our  columns.  The  salmon  grubs  or  Palmers  are  ex¬ 
cellent  and  well  worth  a  trial  on  any  stream,  we  hope  to 
try  them  in  the  North  of  Scotland  next  month.] 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


£3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Runs  tan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  „  „  Barnes.  v.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Feb.  28 . 

Sunday,  Mar.  1 . 

Morning. 

Evening. 
. 4.53 

Monday,  ,,  2 . 

.  5.39  . 

Tuesday,  ,,  3 . 

. 6.15 . 

. 6.31 

Wednesday,,  4 . 

.  6.58 . 

. 7.26 

Thursday,  ,,  5 . 

. 8.34 

Friday,  ,,  6 . 

.  9.20  . 

.  10.10 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— At  the 
expiration  of  another  fortnight  the  present  general  angling 
season  will  terminate,  and  all  anglers  should  make  a  point 
of  getting  amongst  the  fish  whilst  the  water  is  in  fishable 
condition.  The  fogs  which  have  prevailed  to  so  great  and 
general  an  extent  have  been  sore  hindrances  to  a  visit 
from  the  anglers,  and  if  there  had  been  a  more  favourable 
time  there  would  be  much  more  sport  to  record.  There  has 
only  been  one  really  bright  day  during  the  last  fortnight, 
and  Herbert  Curr,  of  Weybridge,  in  referring  to  it  says :  “  I 
saw  several  trout  playing  about,  which  looks  well  for  our 
district  for  the  trout  season.  I  hope  I  shall  then  be  able  to 
send  you  a  good  report.”  A  trout  during  the  present  week 
has  been  hooked  up  at  Surbiton  sewer,  and  weighed  6ilb. 
It  was  turned  in  the  river  again  in  the  presence  of  Mr."  J. 
R.  Richardson,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Kingston.  Some  of 
our  Thames  anglers,  in  the  middle  of  last  week,  fished  some 
private  water  in  the  country,  but  what  with  the  fog  and 
ice  on  the  water  they  could  not  get  amongst  the  jack,  and 
in  consequence  only  landed  seven  fish.  I  hope  their  next 
venture,  which  is  to  come  off  shortly,  will  be  attended  with 
better  results,  as  they  are  both  well  deserving  of  a  thorough 
good  day.  The  reports  of  good  piscatorial  achievements 
in  private  waters  are  now  of  seldom  occurrence,  and  one 
would  like  to  hear  of  such  results  as  were  made  once  by 
three  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  of  over  3001b. 
weight  in  one  day,  each  having  a  201b.  fish,  and  all  put  back 
again  under  41b.  I  was  one  of  those  present  on  the  return 
of  the  anglers  to  the  club-room.  It  afforded  me  much 
pleasure  a  few  days  since  to  receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  P. 
Wheeldon  to  say  he  was  in  harness  again.  As  this  was 
after  a  very  painful  and  serious  operation,  all  anglers  will 
hope  that  he  may  have  a  long  and  prosperous  future  before 
him  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  his  pen  and  experience  in 
angling  literature.  As  I  have  said  before,  the  time  for 
angling  is  short,  and  much  may  be  done  if  the  weather  and 
water  is  right  to  make  a  successful  finish  of  the  present 
season.— B. 

Richmond.— Job  Brain,  sen.,  in  four  days,  501b.  weight  of 
roach  and  dace;  Job  Brain,  jun.,  in  one  day,  181b.;  Henry 
Howard,  in  two  days,  201b.;  and  Henry  Wheeler,  one  day, 
121b.,  and  another  day,  three  dozen. 

Twickenham.— C.  Berron,  one  day  with  Mr.  Carter  and 
Mr.  Armstrong,  eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  during 
the  week  201b.;  Samuel  Cole,  in  a  couple  of  days,  fourteen 
dozen ;  Pert  Hammerton,  in  two  days,  381b.;  W.  Jackson, 
during  the  week,  301b.;  John  Spong,  one  day  with  Mr.  Rat¬ 
cliff,  got  some  very  fine  roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach 
weighing  lib.  7oz.,  which  has  been  sent  for  preservation, 
and  in  five  other  days,  751b.  of  roach. 

Teddington.  —  Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two  days,  twelve 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  Charles  Baldwin,  in  one  day,  six 
dozen ;  and  B.  Stevens,  in  one  day,  two  jack,  the 
largest  41b. 

Kingston.— N.  Bolton,  in  one  day,  six  dozen  of  dace,  and 
chub  of  2] lb.;  and  JohnJohnson,  intwodays,  sixteendozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  brace  of  jack. 

Sunbury.— J.  Batt,  in  one  day,  one  brace  of  jack  and  two 
chub ;  Arthur  King,  in  one  day,  a  brace  of  jack  and  three 
chub ;  a  gentleman  fishing  with  W.  Herbert,  one  day, 
caught  three  jack,  weighing  respectively,  51b„  31b.  and  21b., 
they  were  all  three  said  to  be  blind,  and  all  put  back  again. 
The  experience  of  other  anglers  is  the  jack  have  a  kind 
of  blindness,  but  are  fast  recovering.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  some  roach  and  dace. 


ia» 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  28,  1891 


Chebtsey.— J.  Poulter,  one  day  with  Mr.  Wastell,  got 
some  fine  roach  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  T.  Hiscock,  of 
Hounslow,  who  caught  three  jack  and  put  them  all  back 
again  ;  Mr.Grinstead,  one  day,  two  jack,  the  largest 51b.  3oz.; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong  has  taken  a  nice  chub  of  41b.  4£oz.; 
and  Mr.  Auger,  a  jack  of  21b.  llioz. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  the  whole 
week,  and  has  had  some  good  takes  of  roach  and  chub,  and 
a  few  jack;  one  day  with  Mr.  Ewer  and  friend,  six  dozen 
of  good  roach,  up  to  lib.  each  ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Wilson,  eight  dozen  of  roach,  the  largest  over  lib. ;  and  two 
days  with  Mr.  H.  Field,  eighteen  chub,  four  dozen  of  roach, 
and  one  jack. 

Note.— On  the  22nd  inst.  a  systematic  examination  of  all 
the  takes  of  bank  anglers  was  made  from  Kingston  to 
Richmond  by  head  river  keeper  W.  Douglas,  and  his  assist¬ 
ant,  John  Davis.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  the  anglers 
had  done  well  with  roach  and  dace,  and  they  did  not  find 
one  unsizeable  fish. 

Upper  Thames. — The  river  continues  in  excellent  trim, 
and  each  day  brings  me  a  record  of  good  work  being  done 
among  jack,  perch,  roach,  and  chub.  Anglers,  to  be 
successful  just  nowand  not  fritter  away  short  days,  should 
elect  to  go  for  one  class  of  fish  only  in  an  outing,  and,  come 
what  luck  may,  stick  manfully  to  their  selection,  be  it 
either  jack,  perch,  &c.  From  daily  personal  experience  I 
can  vouch  for  the  fact  that  fish  of  calibre  have  not  been  so 
well  on  the  feed  for  months  -indeed,  I  was  going  to  say 
years.  At  Reading,  whose  waters  have  immensely  im¬ 
proved  of  late,  a  gentleman  in  seven  days’  continuous  fish¬ 
ing  has  taken  7211b.  of  jack,  with  Why  as  attendant.  At 
Marlow  yesterday  (Thursday)  Mr.  S.  Flint  and  friend,  with 
W.  Cootes,  had  two  excellent  jack,  and  most  other  anglers 
have  been  rewarded  with  good  takes  of  roach  and  chub. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Wright,  of  Marlow  Mills,  on  Tuesday  sent  me 
a  6ilb.  trout  for  inspection,  which  had  been  found  in  two 
feet  of  water  with  its  head  buried  over  the  gill-covers  in 
mud.  The  fish  was  covered  with  a  fungus  kind  of  growth, 
and  Mr.  W.  hoped  Thames  trout  had  not  contracted  the 
same  disease  as  perch  have  of  late.  If  the  trout  Iiad  not 
had  such  an  ancient  and  fish-like  smell  I  would  have  sent 
it  on  for  Mr.  Editor’s  report,  but  went  in  for  a  post-mortem 
myself,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  I  fancy  the  fish  had 
been  frost-bitten. 

Thursday  Night.— News  of  good  all-round  comes  to  me 
as  I  write,  so  anglers  should  take  advantage  of  the  few 
days  of  exceptional  chances  of  success  before  the  curtain 
falls  on  the  season  of  1890-1.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Goring).— Water  in  good  all-round  condition. 
The  jack  are  fairly  well  on  the  feed.  I  was  out  with  Mr. 
G.  Palmer,  of  the  Friendly  Anglers,  on  Wednesday,  caught 
six  jack  scaling  231b.— G.  Bartholomew. 

Thames  (Staines).— The  river  is  once  more  in  a  very 
fine  and  bright  condition  here,  and  I  should  certainly 
advise  bank  anglers  to  stay  away  on  March  1st,  if  no  rain 
falls  in  the  interim.  Some  heavy  fogs  have  been  ex¬ 
perienced  here  lately,  and  there  have  also  been  several 
frosty  nights.  To-day  (Thursday)  up  till  noon  the  river 
was  again  enveloped  in  fog.  During  the  night  the  lay- 
byes  were  fringed  with  ice,  whilst  the  ponds  in  the  district 
were  on  inspection  this  morning  found  to  be  frozen  over. 
For  the  end  of  February,  the  country  bore  a  most  wintry 
appearance  until  the  afternoon,  when  with  a  change  in 
the  wind  to  the  south-west  the  fog  lifted,  the  sky-larks 
and  thrushes  commenced  singing,  and  the  rays  of  the  sun 
were  quite  hot,  the  rest  of  the  day  being,  in  fact, 
gloriously  fine.  C.  Hone  was  out  with  a  couple  of  London 
entlemen,  one  of  whom  caught  a  roach  weighing  lib.  2oz., 
ut  which  if,  in  good  condition,  should  have  gone  another 
6oz.  Their  total  bag  was  101b  of  roach.  Earlier  in  the 
week,  one  of  Hone’s  patrons  took  thirteen  chub,  but  none 
went  over  1  Alb.  Several  trout  have  been  observed  feeding 
here  lately,  "and  the  ensuing  season  promises  to  be  a  very 
good  one  for  them. — Goosequill. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Although  river  is  still  in  perfect 
order  for  all-round  angling,  the  atmospheric  conditions 
have  been  anything  but  enjoyable,  with  the  exception  of 
a  very  few  days  on  which  the  sun  held  sway  for  a  very 
short  period.  As  the  nights  have  been  intensely  cold,  the 
water  must  be  very  near  the  temperature  of  snow  water. 
Still,  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well,  especially  jack,  of 
which  a  fine  brace  have  been  caught.  The  heaviest  was 
a  grand  fish  weighing  exactly  101b.  Its  condition  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  on  measuring  I  found  it  to  be  in 
girth  hiiin,,  and  extreme  length  33:] in.  It  was  caught  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Old  Windsor  by  Mr.  C.  Bentley,  of 
Windsor,  who,  in  addition,  had  sixteen  chub  and  a  fine 
perch  of  ljlb.  The  other  pike  was  a  very  nice  fish  of  91b., 
taken  by  Mr.  C.  Russell,  of  Manor  Farm,  Windsor,  who, 
with  Mrs.  Russell,  dared  to  fish  the  now  notorious  Bray 
Reach,  from  whence  the  fish  came.  As  anticipated,  chub 
are  now  to  be  caught,  but  seem  to  prefer  the  tail  end  of 
lob  worm  to  any  other  bait.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  has  had 
a  nice  brace  going  61b.  and  a  perch  of  Rib. ;  and  Mr.  H. 
Stinton,  of  Eton,  a  brace  of  chub  weighing  31b.  15oz.  Roach 
have  been  taken  in  fair  quantities  and  are  well  worth  try¬ 
ing.  but  good  ground-bait  and  fine  tackle  must  be  used.— 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancliolme  District.— Weather  beautifully  fine,  with 
slight  frost  at  night,  and  water  in  capital  condition  for 
trolling,  but  no  anglers  are  out.— Thos.  Ford. 

Chichester.— With  a  continuance  of  fine  weather  anglers 
are  making  the  most  of  tbeir  time,  and  with  good  results. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  order,  but  very  low,  and 
roach  and  bream  are  giving  sport.  A  pike  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Wright  on  Friday,  weighing  4Jlb.  The  Brighton 
Anglers’  Association  held  a  roving  competition  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  when  Mr.  Sweetman  took  first  prize,  Mr.  Pain 
second,  and  Mr.  Hallett  third.  All  the  prizes  were  taken 
from  the  tidal  water  of  the  Adur,  near  Steyning.  Some 
fine  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  here  latterly.  Chub 
are  feeding  on  the  Ouse  ;  Mr.  Pain  recently  secured  a  brace 
of  good  fish.  In  the  lower  reaches  roach  are  giving  sport, 
but  pike  appear  to  have  gone  off  feed.— George.  F. 
Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— The  rivers  are  low  and  want 
water.  The  warm  dry  winter  we  have  had  here,  and  the 
absence  of  snow  have  exhausted  the  springs  ;  and  a  week 
of  east  wind  has  not  improved  matters,  still  fair  sport 
with  the  white  trout  is  reported.  The  east  and  south-east 
wind  is  the  worst  for  sea  fishing  on  our  side  of  the  island  ; 
and  its  late  prevalence,  has  done  no  good  to  the  marine 
anglers.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  cod,  the  fish  are 
sulky  and  will  not  take.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Itchen  (Abbotsworthy).— Captured  on  the  21st  inst. 
on  the  river  Itchen  a  female  otter,  weight,  151b.  It  will 
be  remembered  this  is  the  second  one  within  a  few  weeks 
the  male  and  female.— John  Lock. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  fen  drains 
are  everywhere  running  rather  too  bright  for  the  best  of 
angling ;  still  with  a  little  coaxing  and  care  some  good 
.sport  may  be  had  almost  anywhere.  The  prevalence  of 


fogs  is  very  unusual,  and  there  being  no  improvement  in 
them  so  far,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  forego  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit  to  the  water  side  lest  they  get  over¬ 
taken  by  one  of  them  and  have  a  difficulty  in  getting 
home  again.  If  the  weather  world  only  clear  there  would 
be  large  numbers  both  bottom  fishing  for  roach,  perch, 
bream,  &c„  and  trolling  for  pike  and  the  bigger  perch. 
Pike  are  being  caught  by  those  venturing  out,  and  both 
live-bait  and  spinner  succeeds  fairly  well.  The  bigger  fish 
are  rather  difficult  to  catch  and  land.  Roach  are  in  good 
condition.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Some  very  good  sport  is  being 
met  with  in  the  lower  Idle  district,  not  only  in  the  river 
proper,  but  in  the  chief  drains  in  connection  with  it.  There 
would  have  been  many  more  visitors  doubtless  had  there 
not  been  so  much  danger  in  being  caught  in  the  fogs.  Local 
men  who  have  been  able  to  select  their  opportunity  have 
done  extremely  well.  Mr.  W.  J.  Brooke,  of  Misson,  on 
Tuesday,  had  a  rare  piece  of  luck  near  to  Idle  Stop.  During 
the  af ternoon  he  caught  four  pike,  the  best  of  which  was 
a  well-conditioned  fish  weighing  1441b.  Upwards  of 
twenty -five  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  it  was  struck 
to  when  it  was  safe  on  the  bank,  and  meanwhile  it  showed 
excellent  fighting  capabilities.  His  other  fish  weighed 
about  31b.  each,  and  his  bag  scaled  upwards  of  251b.  If  any¬ 
thing,  the  water  is  too  bright  for  much  sport  among  the 
heavier  fish.  The  attendance  of  anglers  at  the  back  swims 
have  been  generally  sparse,  doubtless  owing  to  the  uncer¬ 
tain  weather :  but  if  the  mists  will  clear  away  some  good 
sport  would  still  be  had.  The  close  time  will  come  full 
soon  this  year  for  most  fish  it  is  intended  to  protect.— L. 

Lea.— Few  anglers  have  been  out.  Mr.  Dodds  has  had  a 
few  jack,  and  other  anglers  have  scored.  In  the  waters 
rented  by  the  Eagle  Angling  Society  fair  sport  has  been 
had— Mr.  Dwyer,  a  nice  jack  of  61b.  12oz.;  Mr.  Graham 
Bennett,  one  of  61b.  10oz.,  another  of  41b.,  and  a  smaller  one. 
At  Waltham  Abbey  I  heard  confirmatory  evidence  as  to 
the  taking  of  the  large  jack  at  Broxbourne,  also  that  it  is 
firmly  believed  that  a  few  such  other  monsters  are  only 
waiting  a  fortunate  fisherman’s  invitation.  Mr.  H.  Avis, 
of  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel  fishery,  has  postponed  the  com¬ 
petition  until  March  1,  and  intends  holding  another,  open 
to  all  comers,  on  the  15th  prox.,  entrance  fee  sixpence,  the 
entrance  money  to  be  given  away  as  prizes,  as  well  as  a 
handsome  timepiece,  presented  by  Mr.  Avis.  Thursday.— 
Water  in  capital  fishing  order.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Fog  has  been  abundant  during  the  past  four 
or  five  days  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  has  not  only 
been  the  means  of  reducing  the  number  of  anglers  at  the 
river-side,  but  has  caused  plenty  of  discomfort  to  those 
who  did  venture  out.  Angling  all  round  has  shown  a 
slight  falling  off  in  comparison  with  the  few  previous 
weeks.  The  most  attention  was  paid  to  the  new  cutting 
and  the  Aylestone  preserves,  and  general  all-round  fishing 
was  indulged  in.  In  no  instance  were  the  results  above  the 
average,  with  the  exception  of  a  decent-sized  pike  caught 
by  Mr.  Richardson,  which  was  weighed  in  at  one  of  the 
clubs,  and  tipped  the  beam  at  91b.  lOoz.  Messrs.  Rylott, 
Hobbs,  and  W.  Noon  were  answerable  for  fair  baskets  of 
fish,  consisting  of  roach  and  dace.  The  roach  were  all  of 
good  size,  and  in  the  majority  of  baskets  plenty  of  fish  were 
full  lib.  each.  Mr.  Hobbs  showed  a  special  dish  of  dace, 
nine  very  nice  specimens  averaging  8oz.  each.  A  few  chub 
have  been  secured  from  the  backwaters  of  Aylestone  of 
moderate  size.  At  the  trout  streams  near  the  town  an 
occasional  angler  has  tried  for  a  brace  or  two  of  fish,  but 
results  so  far  have  been  very  disappointing,  although  it  is 
full  early  to  get  much  sport  with  our  game  little  friend. 
The  waters  at  Narborough  and  the  Wreake  have  received 
but  scant  patronage,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  brace  or 
two  of  pike  and  some  baskets  of  roach  there  is  not  much  to 
record. 

Loddon  (Earley).— The  weather  here  is  foggy,  with 
frosty  nights,  which,  I  believe,  do  not  improve  sport. 
Several  anglers  have  told  me  of  late  that  fish  have  not 
been  well  on  the  feed  lately,  we  have  a  few  baskets  of 
roach  taken  this  week,  one  gentleman  landed  four  jack, 
from  31b.  up  to  5£lb.  in  very  good  condition,  this  river  is  in 
capital  trim  for  angling.— J.  R.  Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster) _ Both  these  streams 

continue  to  run  in  good  angling  condition,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  cold  but  fine. 
Angling  has  not  been  very  brisk  as  yet ;  although  the  fish 
have  been  rising  at  the  fly.  Trout  come  into  season  at  the 
beginning  of  next  week,  when  we  may  expect  to  hear  of 
some  good  fish  being  taken.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order, 
but  angling  in  it  quiet.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
clear  and  in  fine  condition  yet,  but  little  doing.  Days  very 
bright,  with  east  wind ;  nights  cold,  with  severe  frost ; 
checking  the  hatching  out  of  insects.  Trout  fishing  opens 
in  this  district  on  Monday.  I  hear  of  some  salmon  being 
taken  in  the  Wye  below  Hereford ;  one  was  caught  on 
Tuesday  with  the  fly,  it  weighed  20 Jib.  and  was  fresh  run, 
the  sea  lice  still  adhering.  The  nets  are  now  taken  off  for 
upwards  of  twelve  miles  below  Hereford,  and  the  water 
reserved  for  angling.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— The  water  at  this  period  of  the 
year  is  seldom  in  such  splendid  condition  as  it  is  now. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  taken,  amongst  them  one  of 
lib.  7oz. ;  a  very  good  specimen.  Have  not  heard  of  any 
pike  being  taken,  but  most  certainly  the  conditions  are 
favourable  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.— Mr.  Siirubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Everything  favourable  for  suc¬ 
cessful  angling  and  the  water  in  the  pink  of  perfection. 
Pike  are  being  taken  with  live  bait,  the  largest  I  have 
heard  of  this  week  kicking  the  beam  at  941b.  Roach  take 
a  well  scoured  worm,  and  chub  do  not  despise  pith.  Every¬ 
thing  points  to  a  good  winding  up  of  the  season.— Ye 
Medway  Water  Rat. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— Wintry  weather  has  again 
returned,  this  time  in  the  shape  of  night  frost  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  fogs,  which  have  continued  for  over  a  week. 
Peterborough  anglers  have  not  been  very  successful,  with 
one  exception  (Mr.  T.  Millford),  who  hooked  and  landed 
a  fine  chub  just  outside  the  cathedral  city.  The  season  is 
comparatively  early,  but  the  pike,  I  must  confess,  are 
somewhat  backward.  A  party  from  London  visited 
Fotheringhay  a  few  days  since,  and  were  successful  in 
landing  a  few,  but  they  were  not  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
Between  the  last-named  village  and  Cundle  is  a  stretch  of 
water  to  which  London  anglers  are  very  partial,  for  it  was 
here  that  several  monster  pike  were  grassed  last  season ; 
two  or  three  were  over  181b.,  and  the  heaviest  turned  the 
scales  at  201b.  I  hope  that  I  shall  have  similar  captures  to 
report  this  season.— W.  J. 

Norfolk  Rivers  and  Broads.— As  I  anticipated,  some 
large  pike  have  been  caught  since  my  last  report ;  several 
up  to  201b.  at  various  places,  notably  at  Rollesby  and 
Ormsby,  and  also  on  the  Broads  connected  with  the  north 
river  or  Bure.  I  saw  one  caught  by  a  member  of  the 
Norwich  Angling  Club  on  Monday  last ;  it  weighed  1911b. 


On  Rockland  Broad  a  large  number  have  been  killed  since 
the  weather  has  been  open.  The  next  fortnight  should 
find  our  local  anglers  finishing  up  a  very  short  season  in  a 
way  worthy  of  our  celebrated  waters.  On  the  Waveney 
and  on  Oulton  Broad  good  luck  has  attended  pike  fisher¬ 
men,  as  it  is  recorded  three  hundred  and  fifty  jack  have 
been  here  taken  during  the  season ;  the  heaviest  on  the 
river,  12Jlb. ;  two  gentlemen  got  seventeen  pike  in  one  day 
lately.— Robert  Moll. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— Paid  six  visits  to  the  above 
place  during  the  last  fortnight,  found  the  river,  by  close 
inspection,  in  splendid  trim.  Saw  pike  which  the  natives 
had  up  to  61b.  and  exhibited  at  the  Ram  Hotel.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  what  fishing  from  the  boat  up  stream  and 
the  bank  down  stream,  with  live  bait,  others  could  be  had. 
Letter  to  Ram  Hotel  will  secure  bait.  The  roach  must 
soon  now  come  on  after  these  warm  days.  I  expect  soon 
to  hear  of  some  splendid  heavy  fish  taken.  Time  of 
writing,  frosty  nights,  with  warm  days,  bright.— J.  O. 
George. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Jack  fishing  has  been  very  good 
during  the  week.  Some  more  good  ones  have  been  taken 
with  live  snap,  but  the  water  is  getting  rather  bright  for 
much  sport,  except  the  deeps,  which  do  not  show  so  much 
as  the  shallows,  but  if  we  don’t  get  any  rain  to  colour  the 
water,  sport  will  be  bad  to  finish  up  the  season.— H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Although  the  law  allows 
fishing  to  commence  on  the  2nd  of  February,  the  various 
boards  of  Conservators  and  “Fishery  Associations” in  our 
district,  who  preserve  certain  portions  of  the  rivers,  and 
who  issue  licenses  and  tickets  giving  permission  to  fish, 
have  prohibited  fishing  for  trout  in  their  waters  until 
March  1st.  I  have  heard  of  several  who  have  been  out  on 
private  water,  and  they  have  done  well,  the  fish  being  in 
good  condition.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  rivers  on  Wednesday, 
and  they  looked  very  tempting  ;  there  was  plenty  of  water, 
but  not  too  much  and  a  nice  colour.  I  noticed  several 
salmon  still  busy  on  the  spawning  beds,  in  the  higher 
waters  ;  this  is  unusually  late,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised 
if  some  of  these  fish  are  taken  soon  after  the  first.— 
William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Pier  anglers  are  having 
good  sport  with  plaice  and  parr,  the  latter  being  very 
abundant  just  now.  The  plaice  run  from  about  41b.  to  141b. 
in  weight.  A  few  small  cod-fish  are  also  being  taken.  The 
weather  continues  remarkably  fine,  and  the  sea  very 
smooth.  During  next  month  anglers  may  look  for  a  good 
supply  of  dab,  and  remarkably  sweet  fish  they  are  for  the 
table.— II. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).— Both  streams 
are  in  fine  order,  and  the  weather  all  that  could  be  wished, 
for  grayling  fishing  in  particular,  and  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  several  of  whom  took  nice  dishes  of  roach 
with  the  eel- worm,  and  chub  with  pith  and  brains,  in  the 
Severn.  Some  nice  catches  of  grayling  have  also  been 
had  in  the  Teme  with  the  maggot.  An  angler  also  took  a 
nice  dish  with  the  fly  (Blue  Dun  and  Red  Palmer),  while 
the  sun  was  on  the  water,  but  very  few  salmon  taking 
during  the  last  fortnight.  C.  Webb  netted  four  nice  fish, 
two  over  301b.  each,  the  other  two  over  201b.  each. 
Fieldwing. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Angling  matters  on  account 
of  the  close  season  are  perforce  slow  in  this  neighbourhood, 
“business”  not  commencing  until  the  2nd  March.  The 
ova  in  hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society 
is  doing  well,  and  with  the  instalment  of  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
should  produce  a  goodly  number  of  fry.  Anglers  in  this 
district  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  there  is  every  prospect 
of  the  Shropshire  Railway  Company  opening  their  new 
line  to  Llanymynech  for  traffic  in  a  few  months— five,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  announcement  made  by  Sir  R.  D.  Green 
Price,  Bart.,  at  a  luncheon  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  occasion 
of  a  trip  down  the  lino  as  far  as  Kinnerley.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  one  of  the  company  who  journeyed  with 
this  trial  trip,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  rapid  manner 
in  which  the  work  is  being  proceeded  with.  Not  only 
will  Shrewsbury  anglers  be  able  when  the  line  is  opened 
to  run  within  easy  distance  of  the  river  at  Thrawardine, 
a  favourite  angling  locality,  but  also  they  will  be  able  to 
have  an  easy  run  to  Llanymynech.— Piscator. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now  run¬ 
ning  in  capital  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  line,  but  cold,  and  angling 
has  not  been  very  brisk  as  yet.  If  the  weather  will  hold 
fine,  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  amongst 
the  trout,  which  come  into  season  next  week.  The  fish 
have  been  rising  at  the  fly  during  the  warm  part  of  the 
day.  The  flies  on  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  and 
March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  and  a  f  ew 
fish  have  been  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order.  In  the  Ony  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  Sport  may  be 
expected  in  them  next  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  in  good 
condition  for  angling,  being  a  nice  height  and  clear.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  with  cold  nights,  and  the  sun 
“hining  during  the  day.  There  has  not  been  many  anglers 
out  yet,  but  may  be  expected  next  week  when  the  trout 
season  begins.  The  fish  have  been  moving  and  good  sport 
may  be  expected  with  the  fly.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  but  nothing  done  in  them  yet.— 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).  —  Slaughter  of  immature  jack  has 
been  the  chief  feature  of  the  angling  items  of  the  past 
week  in  the  Newark  district,  one  angler  having  twenty- 
two  and  another  fifteen,  the  bulk  of  which  might  with 
credit  to  their  captors  have  been  returned,  and  if  a  total 
extinction  of  Esoxlucius  is  not  desirable,  some  legislation 
must  ere  long  be  enforced  relative  to  takeable  sizes.  A 
few  good  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  bream  have  been  bagged 
with  worms,  but  the  low,  fine  condition  of  the  water 
renders  fish  extremely  shy,  and  only  by  exercising  a  ter¬ 
rible  amount  of  patience  can  anything  like  creditable 
displays  be  recorded.—' Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham). — The  Trent  remains  remarkably 
low  and  clear,  too  clear  in  fact  for  successful  bottom  fish¬ 
ing,  excepting,  perhaps,  for  chub  with  bullock’s  pith  and 
brains.  The  available  backwaters  still  continue  to  be  well 
patronised  by  the  pikeing  contingent,  and  since  my  last 
notes  two  good  fish  have  been  caught  with  the  livebait ; 
the  first  weighed  1341b.,  and  the  second  841b.;  the  latter 
falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W.  Burrows,  of  Radford,  a 
member  of  the  Nottingham  Bowling  Green  Inn  Angling 
Society  in  Canal-street.  Mr.  Kay,  another  Radford 
angler,  killed  four  fish  (pike)  in  the  Barton  length  on 
Saturday ;  four  were  taken  in  the  same  fishing  on  Monday, 
and  two  on  Tuesday.  None,  however,  were  large.  I  have 
killed  nine  chub  with  pith  in  one  of  the  lower  reaches, 
and  sundry  handsome  specimens  have  been  forthcoming 
from  the  lower  portion  of  the  Shardlow  length.  There  is 
very  little  doing  amongst  roach,  dace  and  bream.— Tiie 
Man-at-tiie-Clubs. 


tho  \  orkshire  Rivers  aro  now  at  summer 
le ulaiidflslinsing  fairiywoHiii  the  middle  of  the  day. 
l)r.  Brown  and  Ralph  Coldbeck  have  killed  some  nice 
graylmg  during  the  week  with  fly,  and  so  also  has  T. 

•  .  "fasham. ,  At  Roroughbridge  on  the  Yore  some 
nice  mixed  baskets  have  been  made  with  maggot.  The 
niS,ht.s  are  still  very  frosty.-F.  M.  Walbran. 

("““Peter,  Cardiganshirel.-Salmon  fishing  is 
now  quite  in  abeyance,  as  the  river  has  run  very  low. 

are  now  preparing  for  the  trout  season,  which 
commences  here  on  Monday  next  (March  2),  but  unless  we 
raiPt“y  we  cannot  expect  much  sport.— H. 

„  tTenby(S°uth  Wales).— Sea  Fishing.— Very  little  doing 
at,  present,  neither  do  we  expect  much  sport  for  another 

,^ni  '•0r!°’,a  l0'v  ,  at  flsh>  and  silver  whiting  are  all  that 
are  being  taken  just  now.— H. 

Us.k,-~  I'hc  disease  in  salmon  and  other  fish  is 
t  «ln  f^ls  river  with  marked  increase. 

Jj.al?e  Quantities  of  salmon  have  been  buried  by  the  asso- 
ciation  keepers.  I  his  course  commends  itself  very  much, 
cy  allowing  salmon  to  remain  in  the  water 
inanvilu  011  only  contaminates  it  and  tends 

disease.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  new  fish 
« '7(  1  £bls  scare,  but  no  doubt  some  will  come 
noni.Urn?tlCVf  (''pec  are  many  in  the  river.  Trouting  is 
nearlj  at  a  standstill  in  consequence  of  the  frosty  nights 
and  very  bright  days,— T. 


Scotoh.  Reports. 


Aitnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 

"fa.u j ful  weather  now  prevails,  and  as  the  waters  have 
settled  after  the  recent  storms  good  sport  ought  to  be  had. 
un  Ihursday,  last  week,  Mr.  R.  Macdonald  fished  Loch 

a,ver,  and  landed  a  salmon  which  weighed  171b  On 
h  nday  the  same  loch  was  fished  by  Dr.  MacPherson  and 

Sti^%m°weT,:T,t‘ne  “  salmon  of  ,ilb' ,n<i  the 

Brora  (Sutherland.-The  two  rods  killed  during  the 
week  about  ten  salmon,  average  weight  about  81b.  The 
Duke  s  netsman  netted  Loch  Brora  on  the  20th,  only  getting 
about  twelve  salmon.  Weather  throughout  the  week 
bright,  with  keen  frosts  at  nights.— Colin  Gunn 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— On  the  upper  sections  of  the 
rn  er  good  sport  continued  daily  to  be  had ;  not  so  on  the 
low^er  and  middle  reaches,  which  so  much  depend  on  good 
round  waters,  and  are  much  in  want  of  a  fresh  fill  On 
the  upper  waters  things  are  lively.  Just  some  six  days 
after  the  advent  ot  the  season  the  first  fish  has  already 
on  the  Braemar  wraters,  showing  how  well- 
stocked  the  pools  are  from  source  to  mouth.  On  the  Fife 
, Macdonald,  keeper,  landed  a  nice 
nsh,  li?lb.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  a  good  few  have  been 
got  daily  by  Dr.  Profeit,  the  keepers  and  others.  The 
spor.t  ot  the  past  week,  however,  has  been  had  on  the 
Ballater  waters,  and  especially  on  the  Invercauld  Arms 
section,  where  already  a  record  of  between  forty  and  fifty 
nsh  has  been  scored.  On  the  Aboyne  section  Captain 
Sargent  had  some  good  sport  early  in  the  week,  landing 
( c  s al  11 1? c-  On  the  Upper  Dess  water  the  keepers 
landed  five  fish  for  the  week.  The  net  fishings  have 
been  very  poor  owing  to  the  stormy  weather. — Deesider 
Deveron  (Banffshire).-There  is  little  of  importance 
to  report  on  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  river  Deveron  and 
coast  district  for  the  past  week.  No  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  state  of  the  weather,  which  continues  dry 
wuh  light  breezes  from  the  south,  and  frost  during  the 
night.  The  river  is  not  of  great  volume  and  easily  affected, 
an.  occasional  spate  being  necessary  for  successful  fishing. 
During  the  late  spates  when  the  dykes  were  broken  down 
a  few  spawning  fish  got  to  the  upper  reaches,  but  since 
tnen  stones  have  been  dropped  into  the  openings.  Part  of 
the  race,  however,  remains  in  a  dillapidated  condition, 
and.  no  doubt  fish  are  finding  their  way  through.  As 
negotiations,  we  understand,  are  in  progress  with  the 
upper  proprietors  of  the  river  and  the  Duke  of  Fife  for  all 
having  the  fishings  more  under  their  control, 
w  hich  means  that  the  dykes  will  be  removed  they  will 
remain  as  they  are  in  the  meantime.  The  net  fishermen 
had  no  fish  on  Saturday  or  Monday  last,  and  the  average 
for  the  days  were  three.  Anglers  have  not  as  yet  landed 
any  salmon,  and  the  heaviest  trout  caught  weighed  a  little 
over  lib.  On  the  coast  a  dozen  salmon  is  the  highest  num¬ 
ber  got  at  any  of  the  stations  since  the  opening  of  the 
fishing.  We  hear  that  the  total  taken  from  the  nets  on  the 
Gardenstown  district  is  thirty  of  an  average  weight  of 
101b.,  the  heaviest  weighing  181b.  For  the  corresponding 
week  last  year  the  results  were  similar.  Only  two  boxes 
were  consigned  to  the  market  from  here,  and  the  same 
number  from  Gardenstown.  This  year  the  total  from  this 
place  is  three  boxes,  and  from  Gardenstown  two.— H  W 
Don,  Ythan,  Elgie  (Aberdeenshire),— Owing  to  the 
want  of  water  very  little  angling  has  been  done,  and  what 
attempts  have  been  made  have  met  with  little  or  no  suc- 
cess.  v  ery  poor  results  have  even  been  had  on  the  netting 
stations.  The  \  than  and  L  gie  opened  for  the  season  on 
Wednesday,  but  results  are  not  yet  to  hand.  However  the 
prospects  have  been  reported  to  be  on  the  whole  very 
?  good  head  o£  finnock  and  sea  trout  having  been  in 
the  tidal  waters  some  time  ago. — Don. 

.  ,^0,rs®  (Caithness).  —  On  the  opening  day  snow  lay  to 
the  depth  of  eight  inches,  and' owing  to  the  subsequent 
state  of  weather  and  water  successful  salmon  angling  was 
out  of  the  question  until  the  beginning  of  last  week  and 
even  since  then,  owing  to  hard  frost  by  night,  and  very 
bright  sunshine  by  day ,  the  only  chance  was  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  As  yet  the  river  has  very  few  clean  fish,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  abounds  in  kelts.  Up  to  the  beginning  of  this 
week  Mr.  Donald  MacNicol,  Westfield  House,  Thurso 
landed  three  salmon  of  61b.,  101b„  and  121b.  respectively. 
Against  these  three  salmon  fourteen  kelts  have  been  got 
by  the  same  rod.— W.  T.  B. 

Heimsdale  (Helmsdale).-Very  fair  sport  continues 
to  be  got  on  the  Helmsdale,  although  towards  the  end  of 
the  week  success  was  much  retarded  by  several  days  and 
nights  of  severe  frost,  which  brought  the  river  to  a  very  low 
and  clear  condition  while  on  most  days  the  weather  was 
dead  calm.  Atogether  then  under  such  circumstances  the 
wonder  is  that  angling  has  been  what  it  is.  While  I  write 
there  is  no  appearance  of  rain,  and  until  there  is  another 
rise  in  the  water,  first-class  sport  need  not  be  looked  for 
iMsh  wore  taking  the  water  freely  to-day,  although  the 
river,  as  mentioned,  is  very  low.  Trout  arc  extremely 
scarce.— S.  C.  "  J 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).-Since  the  erection  of  the 
artificial  hatchery  in  1883,  artificial  hatching  has  been 
carried  on  annually  with  the  utmost  success,  and  during 
the  eight  years  it  has  now  been  in  operation  it  has  pro¬ 
duced  about  two  millions  of  fry,  which  were  placed'in  the 
feeders  of  the  loch.  The  incubation  of  the  ova  this  season 
is  now  completed,  although  the  result  has  scarcely  been  so 


satisfactory  as  last  year  owing  presumably  to  foreign 
matter  percolating  into  the  spring  from  which  the  hatchery 
derives  its  supply.  1  he  fry,  however,  are  stated  to  be  pro¬ 
gressing  most  satisfactorily,  and  in  a  few  weeks  they  will 
be  ready  for  placing  in  the  tributaries  of  the  loch.  The 
netting  of  pike  was  commenced  on  Thursday  last,  but  as 
the  season  is  rather  early  yet,  the  net  boat  has  effected  fow 
captures,  and  indeed  on  Friday  last,  after  a  day  of  fruitless 
toil,  not  a  single  pike  was  got.  On  Saturday  the  best  result 
obtained  at  the  east  end  of  the  loch,  when  four  nico 
pike  of  about  401b.  were  captured  ;  the  largest  being  a  fine 
fish  of  lolb.— Robert  B.  Laino. 

Lochncssand  River  Oich  (Fort  Augustus  Hotel).— 
On  17th  Feb.,  Capt.  Rolfe  had  two  fish,  91b.,  81b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Annan  had  two  off  Loch  Ness,  131b.  and  111b.  On  18th, 
Lapt.  Rolfe  had  a  beauty  of  221b. ;  and  Mr.  MacAnnan  had 
1?",Lb7'  and  131b-;  and  Capt-  Ind,  ono  lolb.  On  the 
filth,  Ca-pt"  Ind  had  two,  181b.  and  261b. ;  and  Mr.  Annan, 
one,  2241b.,  and  Capt.  Rolfe,  one.  131b.  On  Feb.  21st,  Capt! 
Ind  had  one,  2141b.  The  river  is  now  too  low  for  successful 
angling,  and  owing  to  the  sultry  weather  prevalent,  the 
loch  isn  t  fishing  up  to  its  usual.  However,  there  is  all 
appearance  of  a  change  for  the  better. — Hison. 

Loch  Tay  (Ardeonaig  Hotel).-On  the  Ardeonaig 
(.tot0*  water,  Mr.  Limo  Edinburgh,  had  on  Feb.  16  one 
our’  no  b'  221b.,  251b. ;  Feb.  18,  one  fish, 

fHbi!  ]9>  °n,e  Ash.  151b.  ;  Feb.  20,  two  fish,  201b.,  211b.; 
total,  lo61bs.  Splendid  weather,  and  fishing  good. — Peter 
Campbell* 

,>L^ch,rT.aY  (Breadalbane  Hote,  Kenmore,  N.B.)— 

On  the  Hotel  water,  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  of  Richmond 
caught  a  new  run  salmon,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Graham,  of  Litter* 
ellan  one  salmon,  211b. ;  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Kendrew,  of 
Reepham,  caught  salmon,  211b. ;  Mr.  Daws,  one  salmon, 
191b.  ;  on  the  23rd,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  of  Richmond,  caught 
three  salmon,  weighing  221b.,  191b.  and  151b. ;  on  the  24th, 
ot  ,  abam,  of  Litterellan,  caught  three  salmon,  weighing 
211b.,  191b.  and  161b.;  on  the  reserved  water,  Feb.  21,  Mr. 
Montague  Campbell  caught  salmon,  211b. ;  on  the  23rd 
Robson,  the  keeper,  caught  salmon,  201b. ;  on  the  24th  Mr 
Dunn  was  fishing  for  a  short  time,  caught  salmon,  2041b.— 
Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of),  Killin.-On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water :— Feb,  18,  Mrs.  Bayley,  one  salmon,  141b.  Feb.  18, 
Mr.  Bayiey,  three  salmon,  181b.,  211b.,  and  221b.  Feb.  30, 
Dr.  Wick,  one  salmon,  171b. ;  24th,  one,  151b.  Feb.  19,  Capt! 
Merchison,  one  salmon,  161b.  ;  20th,  one,  151b.  Feb.  20  Mi- 
East,  two  salmon,  171b.  and  181b. ;  24th,  one,  221b.  Feb  20' 
Mr.  Rae,  two  salmon,  151b.  and  181b.  ;  24th,  one,  201b.  ’  On 
the  Bridge  of  Loch  Tay  Hotel  water,  Killin  :-Feb.  18,  Mr. 
Richmond,  three  salmon,  121b.,  231b.,  and  231b.— Alpine 
McAlpine. 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)-Owing 

to  the  river  Garry  getting  too  low,  the  record  of  this  week 
is  not  so  good,  and  as  the  glass  is  still  very  high,  the  fly 
fishers  are  getting  rather  disheartened.  To-night  the  sky 
looks  rather  dark  towards  the  west,  from  which  airt  we 
are  dependent  for  rain,  and  I  should  not  be  the  least  sur- 
pnsed  should  a  change  come,  and jt  hat  shortly.  Kelts  are  not 
at  all  troublesome,  the  last  spate  having  cleared  them  sea¬ 
wards.  The  following  is  the  week’s  catch On  the  17th 
seven  fish  were  got  of  an  average  of  171b.  Five  were  got 
on £he  18th ; weighing  respectively,  181b. ,  181b.,  161b., 1161b.  and 
101b.  On  the  19th  two  were  landed  weighing  81b.  each.  On 
the  20th  two,  171b  and  161b.,  were  got  off  the  loch’On  the 
23rd  two  were  landed  off  the  loch,  181b.  and  191b.,  and  three 
off  the  river  121b.  and  151b.,  weight  of  third  not  ascertained. 
The  bulk  of  fish  got  as  yet,  as  will  be  seen  by  this  and  last 
week  s.  report,  are  under  the  standard  average.  An  old 
authontyisayshe  has  seldom  seen  such  smallsfish  so  early  in 
the  season.  Others  maintain  that  the  big  1-tin  won’t  be  till 
March  ;  if  so,  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  will  be  in  luck 
Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)-On  Saturday  week  the 
river  was  in  high  flood,  which  on  subsiding  left  a  number 
of  dead  fish  (mostly  kelts)  along  the  beach.  The  water  is 
now  in  excellent  order  for  salmon  angling,  and  the  weather 
all  that  could  be  wished.  Mr.  Dennison,  Bettyhill  Hotel 
on  the  16th,  landed  one  fish.  The  17th  was  blank,  but 
on  the  18  th  Mr.  Dennison  had  one  ;  another  on  the  19th 
and  another  on  the  20th.  Sir  J.  Edwardes  Moss,  Borgie 
House,  who  left  for  the  south  on  Monday,  landed  sixteen 
salmon  between  the  two  rivers  (Naver  and  Burgle)  during 
his  stay.— W.  T.  B. 

Oykel(Oykel  Bridge,  Lairg,  N.B.)-Mr.  John  Mackay, 
water  bailiff,  was  out  on  Saturday  week,  and  landed  a 
splendid  201b.  salmon  on  Rock  Pool,  and  on  the  16th  a  sal¬ 
mon  of  941b.  on  Lang  well  Pool.  Mr.  Hugh  MacLeod,  head 
keeper.  Lang  well  Lodge,  was  also  out  on  the  16th  and  got 
two  salmon  on  Rock  Pool;  one  weighed  941b.,  and  the  other 
vyb’i'  ^1C  ^dr-  Mackay  landed  a  salmon,  841b.— 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)-An  angler  from  the  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  was  out  on  the  16th  and  landed  a 
salmon  of  141b.  on  Blackston  Pool,  and  one  of  161b.  on  Big 
Clarag.  Prior  to  this  the  river  was  for  days  in  high  flood,  but 
it  is  now  in,  good  fishing  condition,  and  excellent  weather 
prevails.— W.  T.  B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Angling  in  the  Annan  opened  for 
the  season  yesterday  morning  under  unfavourable 
auspices  as  to  wind  and  weather.  For  over  a  month  no 
ram  has  fallen  in  the  district,  and  the  river  has  in  conse¬ 
quence  run  down  to  a  low  summer  level,  and  it  is  also 
exceedingly  clear.  In  consequence  of  an  oversight,  the 
angling  permission  tickets  for  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Annan  have  not  been  received  from  the  printer’s,  and  no 
angling  was  had  either  yesterday  or  to-day  in  the  water 
referred  to.  The  matter  will  be  rectified  in  a  few  days. 

I  he  salmon  disease  has  broken  out  in  this  river,  I  regret 
to  say.  Since  my  report  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last 
week,  the  disease  has  been  spreading  with  much  virulence 
m  the  lower  reaches.  The  water  bailiffs  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  week  in  removing  the  dead  and  diseased 
salmon  from  the  river  and  consigning  them  to  earth.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  the  best  cure  for  the  disease  is  a  good 
heavy  flood  to  clear  out  the  affected  fish  to  the  sea.  I 
well  remember,  some  years  ago,  when  the  disease  was 
very  bad  in  this  river,  that  a  big  flood  came  and  com¬ 
pletely  stamped  out  the  fungus.  Unfortunately  there  is 
no  immediate  indication  of  rain  in  this  district.  From  the 
reports  that  reach  me  from  the  Esk,  the  disease  is  also 
making  its  ravages  among  the  salmon  in  that  river  too, 
while  the  Nith  and  Dee  are  not  altogether  free  of  it  either. 

— Heatherbei.l. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water). — The  following  are  par 
ticulars  of  the  sport  obtained  on  the  hotel  fishings  during 
the  week  by  gentlemen  staying  at  the  hotel :— On  the  hotel 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Elms,  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,  caught  a  salmon  of  121b.;  and  on  the  Murthly 
water,  Rear-Admiral  Walker,  the  Hall,  Beverley,  had  one 
of  101b.  On  Tuesday  both  gentlemen  were  again  on  the 
river  and  enjoyed  some  capital  sport.  On  the  Murthly 
water,  Admiral  Walker  succeeded  in  landing  two  fish,  a 


o£ 2<db-’  and  the  other  91b.;  on  the  Delvino 
r'  b.aaa®r80n  "ras  also  successful,  killing  two  salmon 
w,„w.0Aod  respectively.  On  the  Murthly  water  on 
Admiral  Walker  had  a  fine  newly-run  fish  of 
hnniVfifta  ~on  o mu  ^°^CJ  water  Mr.  Sanderson  had  two 
l  ^  201j)-  a?d  the  other  111b.  On  the  Murthly 
RhuCs/a^’  Admiral  Walker  had  two  salmon  of 
wi  I1]?'1,  Mr.  Sanderson  fished  the  Del  vine,  water  and 
L  ia  R^L^f^18, 1  kelts,  but  had  no  clean  fish.  The  weather 
favourable,  and  the  river  is  in  grand  ply. 

•  i>p?££  das  been  rather  poor  during  the 

£o  £  le  *ow  slate  of  the  river.  At  present 
„  n0  appearance  of  rain,  and  sport  will  be  poor  until 

xu-iii0'!.  P°V9S-  0,n.  the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  Admiral 
rwi  x/rh  dtwo  ?sh  on  Friday,  161b.  and  121b.  On  the 
Castle  Menzies  water  Sir  Robert  Mcnzies  had  one  of  141b.; 
ivA  ampbell,  one  o£  23Hj.,  on  the  Derculich  water;  Mr. 
.Vi2i  vt  °ce  °P  ^e  Grantully  water.  On  the  Turn- 

cotland  had  a  fish  of  1641b.  on  Friday;  and  on 
„atPpday  Mr.  Butter  had  one  of  141b.  on  the  Chewy  water; 
<,),n  .^  ,oni‘ay  Mr.  W  Duff  had  one  of  211b.,  on  the  Pitlochry 
Hotel  water.— P.  D.  Malloch. 

..;(AVeed  and  Teviot  (Kelso).— Waltonians  on  these 
rivers  are  having  a  bad  time  of  it  at  present.  The  weather 
(luring  the  past  ten  days  has  been  most  unpropitious  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  gentle  art,  there  being  no  wind  to 
cause  a  ripple  on  the  rivers,  and  the  exceedingly  fine  and 
+  weather  that  has  been  experienced  has  had  the 
?,!rl!r  cau8ln!?  the  rivers  to  run  in  very  small,  added  to 
which  we  have  had  a  goodly  proportion  of  frost  during  the 
inornmg  A  nice  flood  at  the  present  time  is  very  much 
required  to  improve  matters  in  an  angling  sense,  but  for 
5#  r^SSTS’  agriculturally,  it  is  splendid,  and  the  de¬ 
votee  of  old  Izaak  has  now  the  opportunity,  if  he  has  the 
inclination,  of  wandering  along  the  banks  of  the  streams, 
and  enjoying  to  the  full  the  beauties  of  an  early  spring, 
bi lice  my  last  notes,  only  one  single  capture  has  been  re¬ 
corded  on  the  Tweed,  and  one  very  nice  salmon  of 
J  b-  was  also  killed  on  the  Teviot  on  Saturday  last, 
by  Mr.  George  Turnbull,  slater,  Kelso,  on  the  cottage 
stream  cast.  It  is  true  that  on  some  of  the  waters 
not  a  fine  has  as  yet  been  thrown,  such  as  Floors 
Castle  and  Ednam  House,  but  the  majority  of  the  salmon 
waters  in  the  lower  and  middle  district  of  the  Tweed  have 
all  been  tried.  The  non-success  of  the  rod  angling,  is  how¬ 
ever  due  entirely  to  the  weather  conditions,  and  not  to  any 
want  of  fish,  as  the  hauls  up  on  the  net  fishing  stations 
testify.  The  supply  on  these  fishings,  although  not  so  large 
as  at  the  beginning  of  the  season — a  very  natural  conse¬ 
quence— are  still  very  satisfactory,  and  prices  are  low, 
being  Is.  7d.  per  lb.  for  salmon,  and  Is.  9d.  for  trout;  as 
against  Is.  lOd.  for  salmon,  and  2s.  for  trout  at  the  corre 
spondmg  date  last  year.— Maxwheel. 

Irish  Reports. 

fi.,^a!m“uenryJ  &C  lEa?t  Tyrone).— During  the  past  few 
days  the  Balhnderry  has  been  in  excellent  trim  for  pike  and 
perch  fishing,  a  satisfactory  state  of  things  which  has  been 
fully  teken  advantage  of  by  local  anglers.  In  the  Ardtrea 
reaches  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Fergusson  spinning  the  minnow 
have  had  prime  baskets  of  pike  and  a  few  perch.  In  the 

,?ilavies:  011  the  17th  “st-.  had  four  pike, 
21b.,  2,1b.,  31b.  and31b.  each  ;  on  the  19th  inst.,  three  pike, 
one  -Jb-.and  two  41b. ;  on  the  23rd  inst.,  four  pike,  241b, 
two  2., lb.,  and  31b.  respectively,  and  also  on  last  date 
fifteen  perch  averaging  nearly  a  pound  each.  In  the 
Carsland  reaches  Messrs.  Corr  and  Williamson  have  been 
very  successful.  Bream  are  pretty  well  on  the  feed  in  the 
Biackwater  (Co.  Tyrone),  the  most  successful  anglers  being 
Messrs.  William  Colquhar,  Samuel  Douglas,  and  William 
Douglas.  Bream  are  also  taking  the  worm  well  in  the 
Nestor  Canal.  At  time  of  writing  weather  is  still  improv 
ing.—  East  Tyrone. 

^Vindr?^es  an<l  Erne. — Owing  to  the  long  spell  of  fine 
weather,  this  river  has  run  very  low,  and  but  little  fishing  is 
being  done  there.  We  have  heard  of  but  two  salmon  being 
taken  last  week.  Mr.  J.  J.,  on  Monday,  on  the  upper 
waters,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  the  same  day, 
one  or  9jlb.,  but  little  sport  may  be  expected  until  we  have 
a  good  big  fresh.  Trout  fishing  on  Lough  Erne  and  the 
upper  end  of  the  river  Erne  opens  on  the  1st  of  March,  and 
good  sport  can  generally  be  had  in  that  month.  The  flsh- 
ing  is  all  free  except  a  small  portion  of  the  Lough  now  in 
dispute.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  and  Hakes  (Ballina).— Angling  for  salmon  has 
improved  here  since  the  disappearance  ofifrost  at  night  and 
sunshine  by  day.  On  the  22nd.  Mr.  L.  Gallagher  killed  two 
£r.es^ran®lmoni  141b.,  121b.;  Mr.  George  Flynn,  one,  121b- 
Mr.  F  J.  H„  one,  1141b.;  Mr.  J.  H.,  one,  1041b.  On  the  23rd, 
Mr.  George  Flynn  had  a  nice  springer,  1341b.;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Wilson,  one,  weighing  1441b.  The  24th,  Mr.  H.  Scroop,  one 
salmon,  1241b.;  Mr.  George  Flynn,  one,  weighing  1341b.;  Mr, 

J.  H.  Wilson,  a  nice  fresh-run  salmon,  1441b.  The  25th,  Mr. 
George  Flynn,  one,  1441b.;  Mr.  McGloin,  one,  181b.;  Mr. 
McDermott,  one,  1341b.  I  had  a  day  out  this  week  at  Pon¬ 
toon  Bridge,  on  Lough  Conn.  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
Captain,  alias  J emmy  Madden,  Glass  Island.  I  killed  two 
nice  springers,  weighing  141b.,  121b.,  and  lost  another  clean 
salmon,  having  it  nearly  ready  for  the  net.  I  never  re¬ 
member  at  this  time  of  year  so  many  clean  salmon  in  the 
river  as  there  are  now.  The  weather  is  now  splendid,  and 
river  and  lakes  are  in  grand  order  ;  still,  there  are  no 
strangers  here  for  the  angling,  only  a  few  local  business 
gentlemen  who  can  spare  time  to  have  a  whole  day  at  it. 

.,  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Rumour  has 

it  that  His  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Lady  Zet¬ 
land  intend  to  spend  a  month  at  Castle  Connell  during  the 
present  fishing  season.  I  understand  that  His  Excellency 
has  taken  Waterpark,  the  beautiful  residence  of  Mrs. 
Phelps,  which  will  be  vacant  for  some  time,  as  that  lady 
and  her  family  have  gone  to  reside  in  England.  Water- 
park  is  one  of  the  finest  mansions  on  the  Shannon,  whilst 

t n  14  ornnndfi  slrmino*  fn  fho  o ^ 


nvwuuu  a o  o.  C7 ai i/ii uoiu/o Liu  cvngiur,  tiuu  in  no  uiner 

part  of  Ireland  can  he  so  thoroughly  enjoy  himself  as  at 
lovely  Castle  Connell.  I  have  not  heard  what  section  of 
the  preserves  His  Excellency  intends  to  rent,  but  no  doubt 
the  very  best  water  there  will  be  cheerfully  given  to  our 
sport-loving  viceroy.  At  Castle  Connell,  Captain  Spenser 
vansittart  killed  a  beautiful  fresh  salmon  of  361b.  on  the 
W orld’s-end  fishery.  Mr.  Herbert  Johnson,  of  London, 
also  had  a  fine  fish  of  2641b.  At  Limerick,  on  Mr.  Eyre 
Powell’s  preserves,  Mr.  Charles  Armstrong  landed 
four  spanking  fish— 311b.,  291b.,  281b.,  and  181b.  Major 
Priestly,  who  has  taken  Plassy  water,  killed  a  very 
big  fish,  the  weight  of  which  has  not  reached  me.  John 
Barry,  fisherman  to  Mr.  S.  Laing,  lost  a  new  salmon  of 
451b.  to-day,  through  the  hook  straightening.  He  played 
the  fish,  which  was  the  largest  ever  seen  in  these  waters 
for  over  an  hour.— S.  J.  Hurley. 
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S.  ALLCOCK  Sc  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH^ 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Balmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  0  S 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
HruliPR  in  various  Patterns. 


Geen’sJ  Patent]  SpiraliMinnow.X 

[“  The i  most’ Perfect  Spinning'Bait  ever  invented,  i 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Norton’s  Oyster  Rooms, 

ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 
Established  ih26. 

For  Royal  Whifcsfcable  and  other  native  oysters  this 
establishment  stands  unrivalled  in  the  North  of 
England, 

Fresh  supplies  daily  throughout  the  entire  season. 
Oysters  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Continent,  packed  in  barrels  of  the  requisite  size. 
Quality— unequalled.  Despatch — immediate. 

ONE  TRIAL  WILL  CONVINCE. 

TROUT  FLIES  for  the  USK, 


IVI  i*  •  «X  •  CL  AR  9 

FISHING  TACKLE  DEPOT,  ABERGAVENNY, 

Has  secured  the  far-famed  patterns  of  the  late 
Head  Keeper,  W.  E.  Acteson ;  also  the  strain  of 
his  noted  Blues,  from  which  these  flies  are  made. 
2s.  per  dozen. 
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One  dozen,  post  free,  for  Twelve  Shillings. 


position  and 


Kills  and  Completely  Dries  Up  Rats  or  Mice ;  Does 
Not  Harm  Dogs  or  Cats;  Effectually  prevents  Decom- 
Disagreeable  Smells  from  Dead  Vermin. 
TESTIMONIALS. 

“  Tiptree  HaU,  Kelyedon,  Essex. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  Barton  s  Rat 
Exterminator  completely  cleared  my  premises. 

J.  J.  MECHI. 

"This  is  to  certify  that  Barton's  Rat  and  Mouse 
Exterminator  has  effectually  cleared'the  Mark  Lane 
Corn  Exchange,  after  being  very  much  infested  for 
years  "  (Signed)  CHARLES  PHILLIPS,  Head  Beadle. 
L.  Wolstencroft  &  Co., 28,  Ludgate  Hill.E.C,,  or  may 
be  ordered  of  any  Chemist. 


We  have  a  large  assortment  of  goods  suitable  for 

fishing  prizes, 

consisting  of  Clocks,  Watches,  Jewellery,  Cutlery,  Teapots,  Copper  Kettles,  Pipes, 
Pocket  Flasks,  etc.,  etc.  Write  for  particulars. 

JOHN  KNIGHT  AND  COMPANY, 

47,  Boar  Lane,  Leeds. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

HACKLES. 


Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
Seal’s  Fur,  Pig's  Wool. 
All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 


PRACTICAL  DODGY 

UTILITIES- 

Skates. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 

Lists  Free. 


TROUT  CULTURE, 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Art  of 

spawning  Hatching  Georde  h™s  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork 

Rearing  Trout,  °  J  ’ 

By  CHARLES  C.  CAPEL,  F.R.M.S. 

Second  Edition,  price  2/-,  Bets. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW  &  Co. 

BRIGHTON :  H.  &  C.  TREACHER, 

For— 

Trout  and  Salmon  Rods, 

Trout  and  Salmon  Flies, 

Trout  and  Salmon  Reels, 

Trout  and  Salmon  Lines, 

Trout  and  Salmon  Hooks, 

Trout  and  Salmon  Gut, 

Traces,  Casts,  Nets,  Panniers,  Fishing 
Bags,  Gaffs,  Fly  Books,.  Fly  Cases,  Tackle 
Cases,  Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and 
every  Angling  Requisite,  the  best  house  is 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  &  Co., 

MANUFACTURERS, 

Stricklandgate,  Kendal. 

We  guarantee  all  our  goods  of  the  highest 
possible  quality. 

Enlarged  Price  List  post  free. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.’S 

new  sporting 


HILL’S, 

4,  Haymarket,  S.  W. 


TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  Trunks, 
Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Rugs, 
Straps  and  Umbrellas. 

A  Splendid  Assortment 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK 
Illustrated  Price  List  combining  ever;, 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  &  GO.,  LIMITED, 

42  &  43,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS. 

AND  AT 

DEWSBUSY,  Westgate. 

LONDON,  136  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM,  21.  22,28,  New  Stree 
WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St 

TOOTHACHE 


BUR6HLEY  PARK 

FISHERY, 

EYED  TROUT  OVA,  15s.  per  1,000 
FRY  from  £1  per  1,000. 
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AN  ANGLING  HOLIDAY. 

By  George  C.  Rose. 

While  returning  from  the  river  one  day  we  had 
the  good  fortune  to  see  an  enormous  pine  tree, 
which  had  been  dug  out  of  the  peat-moss  a  few 
days  previously.  Roughly  measuring  the  remains 
of  the  trunk,  we  computed  the  original  tree  to 
have  been  120ft.  or  130ft.  high.  The  wood  was  in 
excellent  condition  for  fuel,  resinous  and  dry. 
One  side  was  charred  curiously,  and  on  going  back 
to  the  house  we  were  told  a  valuable  bit  of  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  probable  cause  of  this. 

In  Queen  Anne’s  reign  the  wild  Caledonian 
forest,  the  original  native  wood  of  the  country, 
covering  mile  upon  mile  of  glen  and  mountain, 
was  in  the  district  of  Glengarry  inhabited  by  a  dar¬ 
ing  gang  of  “  broken  men,”  thieves,  cattle-reivers, 
outlaws,  murderers,  and  others,  mostly  Macdonells 
in  all  likelihood,  or  the  chief  would  soon  have 
extirpated  them.  These  lawless  people  of  the  glen 
became  so  reckless  at  last  in  their  depredations, 
that  Queen  Anne,  by  an  order  in  Council,  com¬ 
manded  fire  and  sword  to  be  sent  upon  tho  whole 


district.  The  result  was  that  the  whole  of  the 
wood  was  destroyed  by  a  party  of  soldiers  from 
Fort  William  ;  and  in  consequence,  deprived  of 
the  drainage  caused  by  the  roots  of  the  trees 
sucking  up  the  abundant  moisture,  the  country 
became  largely  marshy,  and  it  was  from  a  bog 
thus  caused  that  this  Titan  of  the  forest  was 
brought  to  light. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  the  spot  where  the  fir- 
tree  was  found,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  an 
old  Catholic  burying-ground,  used  now  only  for 
the  interment  of  children.  It  was  situated  on  the 
top  of  a  low  hill,  and  surrounded  by  birch  trees, 
a  spot  peculiarly  solitary  and  peaceful,  and  sug¬ 
gestive  of  perfect  rest.  No  place  could  have  been 
better  chosen  to  impress  upon  the  mourners  that 
the  loved  ones  were  beyond  all  earthly  noise  and 
tumult.  There  was  a  pleasing  sadness  in  stand¬ 
ing  amongst  those  forgotten  graves  and  noting 
that  no  hand  had  attempted  to  deck  any  of  them 
with  flowers,  or  trim  the  rough  long  grass  that 
flourished  above  the  nameless  dead — nameless 
truly,  since  the  memorial  stones  were  the  rude 
slabs  characteristic  of  the  Highlands,  having 
neither  inscription  nor  date.  Few  of  those  buried 
within  the  precincts  of  the  little  cemetery  could 
have  been  other  than  Macdonells,  and  it  was 
painful  to  reflect  that  not  one  was  left  of  that 
name  in  the  glen  to  tend  the  tombs  of  departed 
friends  and  relatives.  “  Coronach,  coronach,  coro¬ 
nach  !  ” 

Near  by  the  Catholic  graveyard  were  the  re¬ 
mains  of  a  great  tree,  charred  on  one  side  and 
half  embedded  in  deep  moss  and  bracken — 
another,  no  doubt,  of  the  Caledonian  Forest. 

A  fewr  nights  subsequent  to  my  visit  to  the 
necropolis — about  ten  o’clock,  I  think — someone 
rushed  in  and  said  the  Highland  cattle  were 
among  the  corn.  I  rushed  out  to  frighten  them 
away,  and  had  a  good  run  before  I  got  them  out 
of  the  field.  On  returning,  the  graveyard  lay  on 
my  path,  and  nothing  could  have  been  eerier  than 
passing  the  dark  hill  at  such  a  late  hour.  Rust¬ 
lings  amongst  the  brushwood  were  but  the 
indications  of  rabbits  at  play,  yet  were  startling, 
and,  to  confess,  I  was  glad  enough  to  get  back  to 
the  cosy  peat  fire,  and  the  society  of  sleepy  F., 
who  was  not  energetic  enough  to  venture  on  such 
a  scamper  as  I  had  undertaken. 

F.  was  a  photographer  and  succeeded  in 
obtaining  some  lovely  views  of  Highland  scenery  ; 
the  Highland  cattle  were  desired,  but  were  bad 
sitters,  and  the  project  was  abandoned.  Charac¬ 
teristic  views  of  sheep-shearing  and  sheep-dipping 
were  obtained.  Photography  was  the  only  fit 
substitute  for  fishing  when  the  river  was  low. 

Our  stay  was  drawing  to  a  conclusion,  and  as 
yet,  excepting  the  day  on  Loch  Garry,  we  had 
not  achieved  any  brilliant  success.  Plucking  up 
heart,  after  a  day  or  two  of  rain,  we  ventured  on 
an  expedition  to  Loch  Poulary,  four  miles  or  so 
up  the  Upper  Garry.  Here  we  were  fairly  suc¬ 
cessful,  so  much  so  as  to  induce  us  to  repeat  the 
visit  and  fish  the  river  lower  down.  Off  one 
point  in  Loch  Poulary  I  got  half-a-dozen  nice 
trout  in  about  ten  minutes  ;  it  was,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  on  the  north  side,  and  to  get  a  good  cast 
one  had  to  wade  a  considerable  distance.  It  may 
be  mentioned  here  in  passing,  that  Tomdoun  Inn 
is  the  most  convenient  centre  from  which  to  fish 
Loch  Poulary,  Loch  Quoich,  Loch  Garry,  and  a 
host  of  other  loch3  and  streams.  The  house  is 
the  beau  ideil  of  a  comfortable  old-fashioned 
Highland  hostelry,  with  none  of  the  modern 
abominations  of  glaring  plate-glass  windows, 
white  chokered,  officious  waiters  and  high 
charges.  The  hotel  has  boats  on  the  Garry  and 
Loch  Garry,  and  I  believe  on  Loch  Cluauy,  where 
good  fishing  can  be  had  under  favourable  con¬ 
ditions.  Visitors  will  find  Mr.  Grant  all  courtesy 
and  kindness. 

To  come  back  to  the  subject  proper,  in  a  large 
pool  of  the  river  at  Garry  Gualach — I  do  not 
know  if  I  spell  correctly — two  salmon  lay,  and 
these  it  was  F.’s  ambition  to  hook.  The  ferry 
boat  at  Garry  Gualach  provided  us  with  an 
opportunity  for  trolling,  great  clumsy  old  craft 
though  it  was,  and  we  embarked.  F.  fished  and 
I  rowed.  Sure  enough,  half  way  up  the  pool  a 
giant  salmon  rose  like  a  bar  of  silver  in  the  air  ; 
but  not  at  F.’s  fly.  The  food  was  too  plentiful  for 
auglers  to  have  a  chance  ;  Midges  swarmed.  All 
the  persuasive  wits  of  an  old  angler  like  F.  failed 
to  entice  Mr.  Salmon,  and  we  had,  after  many 
fruitless  trials,  to  give  him  up  in  disgust  and  try 


for  trout.  A  curious  circumstance  occurred  in  this 
pool.  We  had  fished  down  the  whole  length  of 
the  reach  and  prepared  to  row  up  again.  I  was 
at  the  oars,  and  to  make  things  neat  had  rolled 
up  my  line  so  short  as  to  leave  only  Oft.  or  so 
hanging  over  the  stern  with  the  flies  trailing  in 
the  water.  On  coming  to  our  starting-point,  I 
went  to  the  end  of  the  boat  and  prepared  to  take 
out  some  line,  when  what  was  our  surprise  to  see 
a  nice  little  quarter-pound  trout  spring  in  the  air, 
hooked  to  one  of  my  flies.  I  was  so  astonished 
that  the  trout  had  time  to  foul  the  boat  with  the 
line  and  get  clean  away.  This  incident  showed 
the  voracity  of  the  fish,  and  we  got  a  dozen  or  so 
in  this  one  spot. 

It  may  be  convenient  at  this  point  to  describe 
the  course  of  the  Garry  during  the  portion  where 
it  is  not  rapid,  or  “  Garrygualoch,”  but  sluggish. 
Beneath  the  ford  the  river  widens  considerably, 
and,  strange  to  say,  gets  very  deep,  the  water 
assuming  an  inky  hue.  The  edges  are  so  over¬ 
grown  with  reeds  that  the  stream  cannot  be  fished 
from  the  shore,  and  a  boat  most  be  used.  The 
reader  who  has  seen  the  Norfolk  Broads,  or  any 
sluggish  reed -grown  river,  can  form  some  idea  of 
the  curious  aspect  of  the  Garry  during  this  part 
of  its  career.  Casting  from  a  boat  towards  the 
reeds,  so  that  the  flies  strike  the  water  quite  close 
to  them,  very  good  sport  can  be  got,  and  on  very 
favourable  days  enormous  trout  and  pike  have 
been  captured.  At  Tomdoun  Inn  we  saw  a  pike 
of  181b.,  which  some  English  gentleman  had 
caught.  The  disadvantage  is  the  want  of  a  boat. 
The  craft  we  had  was  a  cumbersome,  patched  old 
tab,  used  as  a  ferry-boat  at  the  school-house  ford, 
and  so  leaky  that  one  of  us  had  to  keep  baling 
pretty  constantly  while  the  other  fished.  Pleasant 
in  an  unknown  depth  of  water  !  One  of  the  oars, 
too,  was  much  longer  than  the  other,  and  great 
judgment  had  to  be  exercised  in  rowing  to  prevent 
the  boat  spinning  round  like  a  top.  In  spite  of 
those  drawbacks  we  got  a  good  many  dozen  trout 
in  the  deep  water. 

In  the  rough  parts  of  tho  Garry,  F.  several 
times  tried  spinning  a  minnow,  and  although  ho 
got  some  nice  trout,  his  success  was  not  great 
enough  to  recommend  the  prosecution  of  that 
method  of  capture.  The  minnow  had  been 
recommended  to  us  as  a  good  bait  for  rough 
streams  in  very  dry  weather,  but  some  other  con¬ 
dition  must  have  been  necessary  to  success,  judg¬ 
ing  from  the  result  of  F.’s  labours. 

A  few  days  and  our  whole  holiday  was  spent, 
not,  however,  before  I  saw  the  only  stag  I  have 
ever  seen  in  the  wild  state.  Coming  on  him 
quietly  with  the  wind  blowing  to  me,  I  had  a  full 
five  minutes’  view  of  him — a  fine  spreading- 
antlered  fellow — and  with  a  clap  of  my  hand  he 
was  away  like  the  wind. 

On  our  way  homewards  we  had  a  cast  or  two 
on  the  Lower  Garry  with  small  success,  aud  in 
two  days  more  we  were  home  again, 

To  all  lovers  of  sport,  keen,  good  air  and  brac¬ 
ing  walks  I  would  say,  go  to  Glengarry.  Provided 
the  season  is  good,  no  glen  in  Scotland  can  afford 
such  angling.  There  are  lakes  innumerable,  and 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Garry  afford  in  good  years 
sport  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  of 
sportsmen.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  further  on, 
sea  fishing  of  the  best  can  be  had  in  Loch  Hourn. 
I  may  add  that  baskets  of  four  dozen  are  frequent 
takes  on  Loch  Poulary  ;  and  Loch  Cluany,  which 
we  were  unfortunately  unable  to  reach,  at  times 
yields  tremendous  catches  of  large  trout. . 

The  Upper  Garry  rises  in  Loch  Quoich,  and 
after  flowing  through  Loch  Poulary,  emerges  into 
the  curious  deep  lagoons  before  mentioned. 
Thence  the  river,  after  some  rapids,  passes  into 
Loch  Garry,  at  the  lower  end  of  which  the  Lower 
Garry  begins,  a  river  rapid  for  the  whole  of  its 
course,  flowing  into  Loch  Oich.  Thus,  from  one 
end  of  the  glen  to  the  other  a  continuous  chain  of 
lochs  and  rivers  offers  every  facility  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  tho  “noble  art.”  The  Zulu,  now  recog¬ 
nised  as  an  all-round  serviceable  fly,  does  destruc¬ 
tion  in  Glengarry  waters,  and  a  Drake-wingis  also 
a  deadly  killer.  Midges  may  be  used  with  advan¬ 
tage  on  the  rivers,  and  the  keepers  recommend 
some  gaudy  raiubo  v  coloured  baits,  which  it  is 
beyond  me  to  describe.  With  a  good  stock  of  those 
flies,  a  12ft.  trout  rod,  and  a  min'd  capable  of 
enjoying  fresh  air  and  magnificent  scenery,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  any  man  to  come  away 
from  Glengarry  but  with  the  intention  to  return 
to  it  at  tho" earliest  available  opportunity. 
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NOTES  ON 

THE  FISHING  IN  [HARRIS,  N.B. 

By  Duine  Mor. 

b 'Harris,  though  not  rejoicingjin  the  dignity  of 
separate  insular  existence,  being  in  fact  only,  so  to 
speak,  the  tail  of.  the  Lews,  is  nevertheless  so  im¬ 
portant  a  tail  that  it  rejoices  in  a  name  of  its  own, 
and,  though  not  really  so,  is  spoken  of  as  the 
“  Island  of  Harris.”  The  incongruity  does  not  end 
here,  however,  for  there  is  both  a  North  and  South 
Harris,  a  pardonable  assumption  of  double  exist¬ 
ence  justified  by  the  fact  that  it  is  very  nearly 
true,  for  the  narrow  neck  of  land  dividing  the  two 
districts  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards  across,  and 
hence  East  and  West  Loch  Tarbert  might  any 
day,  if  they  acquired  a  sudden  violent  love  for  one 
another,  by  their  union  de  facto  accomplish  the 
nominal  disunion  of  the  northern  and  southern 
portions  of  the  so-called  island.  Harris  is  part  of 
the  great  county  of  Inverness,  not  so  gratuitous  a 
piece  of  information  as  might  appear,  for  I  recently 
heard  a  Scotch  judge  ask  what  Harris  was  and 
where  it  was. 

Though  Harris  hardly  affords  the  same  varied 
fishing  as  North  and  South  Uist,  in  so  far  as  its 
brown  trout  fishing  is  very  poor  compared  with 
those  two  islands  (especially  with  South  Uist), 
yet  it  affords  admirable  sea  trout  fishing  gener- 
ally ;  while  for  salmon  of  the  western  island  type 
some  of  its  lochs  are  unsurpassed,  and  others  are 
very  fair. 

Before  proceeding  to  give  some  account  of  purely 
hotel  water,  and  of  the  sport  otherwise  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  hotel  in  the  matter  of  sea  fishing, 
shooting,  &c.,  a  few  notes  on  Harris’  possibilities 
otherwise  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

There  are  some  exceptionally  fine  preserved 
lochs  in  Harris  on  which  the  angler  may  obtain  a 
day  by  courteous  application.  The  two  best  lochs 
in  Harris  are  Lochs  Yoshmid  and  Scurst,  the 
former  being  best  for  sea  trout,  the  latter  for 
salmon,  but  both  are  good  for  both  kinds  of  fish. 
One  veteran  Hebridean  (and  also  Norwegian) 
angler  told  me  that  he  once  killed  in  Loch  Yosh¬ 
mid  with  light  rod  and  tackle,  in  almost  a  dead 
calm,  1201b.  of  sea  trout  in  a  day,  being  the  best 
day’s  sport  he  had  ever  had  in  a  career  of  nearly 
sixty  years,  though  in  Norway  he  had  “  performed 
prodigies”  amongst  the  salmon.  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  his  accuracy,  for  I  have  myself  seen 
a  basket  of  981b.  taken  off  it  by  two  rods,  so 
that  it  is  an  admirable  loch.  Loch  Scurst  is  quite 
as  good,  but  both  lochs  are  strictly  preserved,  and 
hence  I  need  not  dwell  further  on  them,  though  a 
day  may  sometimes  be  obtained  if  the  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  proprietor  (Sir  E.  Scott)  may  happen 
to  make  it  possible  for  him  to  grant  it.  Both  are 
small  lochs  (this  is  a  characteristic  of  Harris 
lochs  generally),  and  within  driving  distance  of 
the  hotel. 

At  the  south  end  of  the  island  there  is,  however, 
a  magnificent  bit  of  tidal  water,  which  is  only 
nominally  preserved  and  is  seldom  fished  by 
strangers.  This  bit  of  water  is  called  the 
“  Obbe,”  and  affords  at  all  times  good,  sometimes 
marvellous,  sport,  both  amongst  sea  trout  and 
salmon,  which  rise  freely  when  in  the  mood  and 
fight  very  fiercely,  as  the  water  is  nearly  salt.  It 
is  not  generally  known  that  the  “  Coffee  House  ” 
(for  so  the  little  Obbe  Inn  is  locally  called)  has 
the  right  of  one  day  a  week  in  terms  of  its  lease 
over  this  splendid  pool,  and  I  daresay  some 
anglers  will  not  be  pleased  at  my  revealing  the 
secret ;  but  I  consider  it  a  duty  to  do  so.  The 
best  way  for  the  angler  going  on  to  Tarbert  to 
avail  himself  of  the  privilege  is  to  go  by  the 
“  Dunara  ”  the  week  she  calls  at  the  Obbe  on 
her  upward  run,  which  will  land  him  there  on  the 
Friday.  He  can  then  fish  the  Obbe  on  the  Satur- 
and  Monday  (thus  exhausting  the  privilege  for 
two  weeks),  and  drive  on  to  Tarbert  (some  nine¬ 
teen  miles,  I  think)  on  the  Tuesday  morning. 
The  accommodation  at  the  “  Obbe  ”  is  limited^ 
and  two  rods  only  could  or  can  do  this.  All 
arrangements  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  made 
beforehand,  but  the  fishing  is  quite  worth  the 
trouble,  as  the  Obbe  is  one  of  the  tit-hits  of 
Western  Island  angling.  Leave  might,  of  course, 
be  otherwise  obtained  from  the  shooting  tenant. 

South  Loch  Lacisdale  is  another  little  loch,  on 
which  the  angler  staying  at  Tarbert  Hotel  might 
get  a  day,  if  luck  favoured  him  in  his  application, 
as  it  certainly  would  after  the  shooting  tenant 
had  left,  or  if  the  shootings  were  not  let,  for 


Lord  Dunmore  (the"proprietor|ofjSouth  Harris) 
is  more  than  kind  in  this  way.  It  is  a  very  small, 
peaty-coloured  loch,  but  it  holds  immense  num¬ 
bers  of  sea  trout  and  salmon.  The  former  run 
very  heavy  (41b.,  51b.,  and  61b.),  with  occasional 
monsters,  though  the  ordinary  sea  trout  is  about 
fib.  ;  while  the  salmon  average  about  71b.,  but 
they  do  not  afford  the  same  sport  as  the  sea 
trout,  being  somewhat  dour  and  sluggish.  There 
is  a  very  curious  ditch  just  below  the  loch— the 
pass,  in  fact,  into  the  loch  when  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  water  between  the  two  to  allow  the  fish  to 
ascend  into  the  loch — which  is  always  full  both  of 
sea  trout  and  salmon.  This  pool  always  exists,  but 
there  is  sometimes  no  connection  between  it  and  the 
loch  in  dry  weather.  Lord  Dunmore,  the  proprietor, 
in  giving  me  leave  to  fish  some  years  ago,  told  me 
he  never  could  persuade  the  fish  in  this  pool  to  rise ; 
but  that  was  not  my  experience,  and  sport  is  often 
first-rate  in  a  good  breeze,  which  is  naturally 
essential  to  success.  This  pool,  along  with  the 
tidal  water  some  distance  below,  is  always  worthy 
of  a  trial.  The  presence  of  these  pools  is  advan¬ 
tageous,  in  so  far  as  the  loch,  owing  to  its 
limited  area,  must  be  “  rested  ”  every  now  and 
then.  The  reeds  are  a  great  nuisance  in  South 
Lacisdale,  as  most  of  the  fish  lie  just  outside  of 
them  ;  hence  strong  tackle  should,  if  the  weather 
permits,  be  used.  The  loch  is  some  six  miles 
from  Tarbert,  and  the  road  skirts  it. 

Loch  Ghreosabaigh  (Grosebay)  is  another  excel¬ 
lent  little  sea  trout  loch,  in  which  the  angler  stay¬ 
ing  at  Tarbert  Hotel  might  obtain  a  day,  as  it  is 
not  strictly  preserved.  It  is  some  five  miles  from 
Tarbert,  two  and  a-half  of  which  are  over  very 
rough  moor,  but  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit,  as  it  is 
an  excellent,  though  very  small  loch — the  smallest 
in  fact  in  which  I  have  ever  fished  for  sea  trout. 
It  is  full  of  very  evenly  sized  fish,  averaging  not 
quite  lib.,  with  an  occasional  31b.  or  41b.  fish.  I 
have  only  once  fished  it,  and  my  basket  was  fif¬ 
teen  sea  trout,  201b.  (best  fish  41b.  and  31b.)  ;  but 
I  fished  very  badly,  and  should  have  done  a  great 
deal  better. 

The  chance  of  a  day  on  all  these  lochs  (as  well 
as  others  not  noted  above)  naturally  adds  to  the 
attraction  of  the  Tarbert  Hotel.  The  lochs  noted, 
however,  are  not  only  the  most  convenient,  but 
also  those  for  which  leave  is  most  likely  to  be 
obtained,  and  for  Grosebay  and  Lacisdale  it  is 
not  probable  that  leave  will  be  refused,  while  the 
Obbe  is  only  nominally  preserved. 

I  now  pass  to  the  hotel  water  proper.  There 
are  three  salmon  and  sea  trout  lochs  attached  to 
the  hotel,  and  these  are  known  as  the  Lacis¬ 
dale  lochs.  They  all  afford  capital  sport,  are 
connected  with  one  another,  and  carry  six 
boats.  The  upper  loch  is  a  largish  sheet  of 
water  and  is  divided  into  four  beats,  each 
carrying  a  boat  and  thus  affording  angling  for 
eight  rods.  The  upper  loch  is  more  strictly  a  sea 
trout  loch  than  the  other  two,  but  nevertheless  a 
good  number  of  salmon  are  every  year  killed  in 
it,  especially  late  in  the  season.  The  sea  trout  run 
from  lib.  to  41b.,  but  rarely  exceed  the  latter  weight, 
but  as  31b.  and  41b.  sea  trout  are  by  far,  as  a  rule, 
the  best  sporting  fish,  this  is  only  an  apparent  dis¬ 
advantage.  Fish  from  l^lb.  to  2Rb.  are,  how¬ 
ever,  numerous,  and  on  a  fair  fishing  day  twelve 
sea  trout  weighing  about  121b.  may  be  expected. 
On  an  average  of  results  this  would  include  two 
good  fish  from  21b.  to  31b.  and  ten  from  ^lb.  to 
lib.  That  is  my  experience  of  Hebridean  angling 
generally,  and  in  any  view  considering  the  rela¬ 
tive  numbers  and  relative  capriciousness  of  “big” 
and  ordinary  fish,  it  is  quite  what  one  would  ex- 
pect.  Fly  is  by  far  the  best  lure,  but  minnow  is 
often  deadly,  though  to  my  mind  trolling  for  sea 
trout,  save  under  the  compulsitor  of  necessity,  is 
no  sport  at  all.  The  beats  are  clearly  defined  by 
means  of  posts  placed  on  the  shores,  and  the  best 
fishing  ground  is  close  in.  The  gillies,  however, 
can  be  trusted  to  point  out  the  best  places,  and  in 
any  case  the  angler  will  soon  discover  them  for 
himself.  The  middle  and  lower  lochs,  which  are 
smaller  and  carry  one  boat  each,  are  much  better 
for  salmon,  and  as  many  as  six  (running  from  61b. 
to  91b.)  have  been,  and  occasionally  are,  killed 
from  one  boat  in  a  day;  but  this  must  be  regarded 
as  exceptional,  and  under  ordinarily  favourable 
conditions  from  two  to  three  salmon  running 
about  71b.  is  fair  average  work.  Sea  trout  are 
fairly  numerous  in  these  two  lochs,  and  add 
variety  to  the  salmon  fishing,  but  the  sea  trout 
prefer  to  push  on  to  the  upper  loch,  and  hence  I 


the  angler  has  the  best  chance  of  combining  good 
sea  trout  fishing  with  salmon  fishing  when  there 
is  a  “  run  ”  on  from  the  sea  after  a  high  tide 
or  spate.  For  sea  trout  the  lochs  are  in  an 
ascending  order  of  excellence,  the  upper  being 
best  of  all,  while  for  salmon  the  opposite  holds 
good.  Their  different  characteristics  help  to 
vary  each  day’s  angling,  for  the  thorough  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  which  there  is  nothing  like  variety  ;  it 
renews  hope  and  replenishes  the  fund  of  that  sine 
qua  7ion  to  success,  patience. 

As  usual  in  most  angling  hotels,  the  beats  are 
rotated  from  day  to  day,  the  mode  of  rotation  being 
a  matter  of  arrangement  among  the  anglers  “  in 
residence,”  but  the  beats  are  usually  arranged  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  the  greatest  variety.  These 
lochs  are  quite  close  to  the  hotel,  so  that  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  hiring  is  dispensed  with.  Those  who 
know  how  great  an  addition  that  item  usually  is 
to  the  bill  will  thoroughly  appreciate  this  circum¬ 
stance. 

For  brown  trout  fishing  Harris  cannot  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Uists,  Islay,  or  other  of  the  Hebri¬ 
dean  group,  for  the  fish  are  as  a  rule  small  (four, 
five,  and  six  to  the  pound),  but  for  hill  loch  fish¬ 
ing,  where  number  and  constant  sport  is  the  only 
object,  the  veriest  tyro  can  fill  his  basket  in 
almost  any  of  the  hundred  odd  tarns  amongst  the 
Harris  hills.  In  this  respect,  as  in  many  others, 
Harris  resembles  the  Island  of  Jura,  which 
abounds  in  peaty  tarns,  crowded  with  small  trout 
of  unsophisticated  minds  and  accommodating 
appetites.  On  the  Island  of  Scalpay  there  is, 
however,  a  very  fair  brown  trout  loch,  affording 
good  fishing.  The  shooting  on  this  island  belongs 
to  the  hotel.  There  are  a  good  number  of  rabbits 
on  it  (a  ferret  is  useful),  with  an  occasional  grouse, 
while  wild-fowl  (snipe,  duck,  and  woodcock,  &c.) 
are  met  with. 

Besides  the  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing,  the 
sea  fishing  to  be  obtained  from  the  hotel  is  as  good 
as  any  on  the  west  coast.  Lythe  are  large  and 
plentiful,  and  give  capital  sport  trolling,  while  the 
hand-line  fishing  for  haddocks,  flounders,  &c.,  is 
first-rate.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  three  hundred 
haddocks  brought  in  by  an  angler  from  the  hotel 
at  a  fishing,  and  this  is  by  no  means  exceptional. 
The  proprietor  of  the  hotel  (Mr.  Daniel  McKellar) 
keeps  a  boat  for  the  use  of  his  guests  for  sea  fish¬ 
ing  and  seal  and  wild-fowl  shooting  round  the 
coast.  The  weekly  charge  at  the  hotel  is  £3  10s., 
with  boats  and  fishing  free.  The  gillie’s  fee  is  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  day,  without  lunch  or 
whiskey — an  excellent  arrangement,  which  I  wish 
were  of  universal  observance.  Harris  flies  both 
or  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  exactly  similar  both 
in  size  and  colour  to  those  used  in  South  Uist  and 
other  similar  localities  ;  and  the  Fishing  Gazette 
las  recently  contained  plenty  of  patterns. 

^  The  best  way  to  reach  Harris  is  by  the  “  Dunara 
Castle,”  which  sails  every  Thursday  night  from 
Glasgow,  and  reaches  Tarbert  some  time  on 
Saturday.  The  sail  is  a  magnificent  one  by 
Colonsay  Mull  and  the  west  coast  of  Skye,  where 
the  cliffs  rise  to  a  tremendous  height/ and  the 
whole  scenery  is  grand  in  the  extreme. 

The  best  months  for  Harris  are  August  and 
September,  but  there  is  also  a  partial  run  of  sea 
trout  in  spring  (March  and  April),  but  the  journey 
to  Harris  is  perhaps  just  a  little  too  long  to  make 
for  sea  trout  fishing  in  spring,  as  my  experience 
of  spring  sea  trout  fishing  has  taught  me  that  it  is 
very  capricious.  In  1888  I  killed  one  hundred 
and  six  sea  trout  in  thirteen  days,  during  a  trip 
to  the  Hebrides;  but  last  year  I  got  almost  none 
The  scenery  of  Harris  is  wild  and  grand,  the 
mountains  of  North  Harris  reaching  an  altitude 
of  three  thousand  feet,  while  those  of  South 
Harris  attain  a  height  of  two  thousand  feet. 
Bold  and  barren  mountains  they  are,  with  steep 
rocky  sides,  Harris,  like  all  its  sisters  of  the  Outer 
Hebrides,  being  a  land  of  barren  mountains,  rock- 
strewn  moors  and  lone  sedgy  tarns.  Its  cloud- 
scapes,  especially  towards  the  evening  of  a  wet  day, 
are  often  glorious  beyond  the  power  of  description, 
the  western  sky  being  one  blaze  of  many  coloured 
lights  and  clouds.  Excellent  salmon  and  sea  trout 
fishing,  varied  by  occasional  days  of  mighty 
slaughter  amongst  the  “  brownies,”  and  excur¬ 
sions  round  its  wildly  picturesque  shores  with 
gun,  rifle  and  handline,  make  a  Harris  holiday  all 
too  short,  and  the  island  certainly  deserves  a 
foremost  place  amongst  the  localities  where 
really  good  sea  trout  fishing  is  to  be  obtained 
without  any  excessively  lavish  expenditure. 
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The  prospectus  of  the  Connemara  Fishing  Club, 
Ld.,  will  be  found  on  another  page.  As  we  firmly 
believe  this  club  will  be  the  means  of  opening  up 
some  splendid  fishing  within  a  few  hours  of 
London,  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  success,  both 
financially  and  from  an  angler’s  point  of  view, 
provided  it  is  managed  with  caution  and  experi¬ 
ence,  as  we  believe  it  will  be.  Already  the  shares 
are  being  rapidly  applied  for. 

e  notice  that  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  Fort  Augustus 
Hotel,  advertises  free  salmon  angling  to  visitors 
on  a  large  stretch  on  the  west  end  of  Loch  Ness. 
This  loch  is  famous  for  the  largeness  and  game¬ 
ness  of  its  salmon,  and  as  the  west  end  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  best  fishing  ground,  anglers  in  quest  of 
excellent  salmon  fishing,  free,  could  do  nothing 
better  than  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Davis’  liberal 
terms.  Mr.  Davis  has  several  good  small  boats, 
and  experienced  gillies  are  to  be  had  in  the 
village.  The  March  run  of  fish  is  expected  to  be 
the  largest  this  season,  and  if  so  anglers  on  this 
and  lower  reaches  will  be  in  luck. 
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her  and  January,  and  do  not  spawn  till  the  follow 
ing  autumn.  I  used  to  think  that  all  the  very 
early  salmon  were  fish  that  the  previous  summer 
and  autumn  had  been  barren  grilse,  and  did  not 
ascend  the  rivers  with  the  other  grilse,  having 
nothing  to  lead  them  to  do  so.  But  now,  when  I 
find  that  the  fish  of  Loch  Tay  and  of  Loch  Oich  are 
mostly  large,  and  some  few  of  the  fish  of  ‘  far 
north  ’  rivers  also  are  large,  very  early  in  the  year, 
I  cannot  any  longer  believe  that  most  of  the 
spring  fish,  in  some  rivers  at  least ,  are  fish  coming 
into  the  fresh  water  for  the  first  time  after  their 
descent  to  the  sea  as  smolts.” 


We  are  glad  to  see  a  movement  is  on  foot  to 
present  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene,  of  Norwich,  with  a 
testimonial.  His  services  have  been  invaluable 
in  the  preservation  and  regulation  of  Norfolk 
fisheries. 

In  noticing  Mr.  Walbran’s  rods  last  week,  we 
gave  the  price  of  his  “  Wharfedale  ”  trout  fly  rod 
as  18s.  6d. ;  it  should  be  10s.  6d.  He  also  makes  the 
same  pattern  at  21s.  with  three  tops,  two  for  fly 
and  one  for  spinning,  double  brazed  with  solid 
winch  fittings;  length,  9$,  10$,  11  or  12  feet.  This 
is  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  rods  of  the  kind 
in  the  market.  _ 

There  is  getting  to  be  as  great  a  rage  for  early 
trout  fishing  in  rivers  as  there  is  for  salmon  fish¬ 
ing.  Every  stretch  of  Don  and  Deveron  that  has 
come  into  the  market  this  year  has  already  been 
rented.  Applicants  are  still  numerous  ;  but  now 
there  is  nothing  left  save  free  or  burgh  waters  and 
hotel  fishings.  We  have  heard  of  £50  being 
offered  for  exclusive  right  to  the  trouting  on  a 
two-mile  stretch  of  good  water.  On  the  Don  and 
Deveron  the  season  for  fly-fishing  only  lasts  about 
six  weeks,  and  except  on  the  upper  reaches  and 
tributaries  of  these  rivers  it  is  pretty  well  over  bv 
the  end  of  May. 

We  hear  that  on  the  A  than  on  Wednesday  last 
—the  opening  day  and  a  beautiful  day— there 
were  hundreds  of  anglers  out.  Expectation  was 
general  that,  after  such  a  long  tract  of  continuously 
fine  weather  as  had  been  experienced,  wonderful 
things  would  be  done  amongst  the  sea  trout  and 
finnocks.  “But,  alas  !”  writes  a  correspondent, 

“  not  one  sea  trout  fresh-run  or  really  clean  was 
caught.” 

There  is  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  among,  the 
practical  fishermen  on  the  Laxford  (rented  by  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  from  the  Duke  of  Suther¬ 
land)  that  a  salmon  hatchery  on  that  river  would 
be  the  means  of  greatly  benefiting  the  fishings  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years. 

Already — which  is  quite  a  month  earlier  than 
in  most  years— salmon  have  reached  the  pool 
below  the  Linn  o’  Dee  above  Braemar,  seventy 
miles  from  the  sea.  In  this  pool  spring  fish  re¬ 
main  for  months,  not  a  single  one  attempting  to 
face  the  rushing  waters  of  the  Linn  till  most  of 
the  snow  on  the  high  mountains  farther  inland  has 
disappeared.  It  is  rare  indeed  to  see  a  fish 
attempting  the  passage  of  the  Linn  before  May  ; 
thousands  go  up  afterwards. 


In  most  of  the  larger  long-run  rivers  kelts  are 
beginningjto  congregate,  and  with  genial  weather 
continuing,  and  drops  of  fresh  rain  falling,  the 
“  shoaling”  of  lots  of  the  earliest  ready  of  them 
to  drop  back  from  the  upper  waters  will  soon  be 
taking  place. 

Early  in  the  season  is  the  best  time  for  securing 
the  capture  of  the  largest  trout  in  the  “stiff” 
lochs  of  Sutherlandshire.  Their  hotel  accom¬ 
modation  not  being  taxed  to  the  full  in  April, 
May,  and  June,  most  of  the  “hoteliers”  in  the 
“far  north”  board  anglers  at  a  reduced  rate 
during  these  months. 


As  evidence  of  the  phenomenal  mildness  of  the 
weather,  and  the  forward  state  of  the  season  for 
the  time  of  the  year,  trout  were  seen  rising  in  the 
Don  and  Deveron  on  the  1st  March. 


Invergarry  Hotel,  Loch  Lochy,  started  last 
year,  will  be  fully  in  order  early  this  season. 
Hotel  visitors  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  trouting 
in  the  Gloy,  and  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on 
Loch  Lochy.  The  private  grounds  are  two 
hundred  acres  in  extent. 


A  Turriff  correspondent  writes  : — “  I  spent  the 
last  day  of  February  on  the  Deveron  ;  but  no  ‘  big 
chaps,’  not  even  kelts  would  look  at  the  fly! 
Curious  to  see  if  the  trout  would  work,  I  put  up  a 
trout  cast.  In  an  hour  I  had  seven  trout  over 
half-a-pound  each,  and  it  greatly  surprised  me  to 
see  the  comparatively  good  condition  they  were  in. 
Not  for  many  years  have  we  had  such  a  long  spell 
of  bright  open  weather  in  February.” 


with-fly.  -  Loch  Ness  also  is  early,  and  it  is  well 
known  to!yield  very  large-trout,  the  most  of  which, 
however,  are  got  by  trolling. 

Durness  and  Rhiconich  are  two  splendid  health 
and'  fishing  resorts  early  in  the  season.  From 
April  to  the  middle  of  June  what  is  actually  the 
best  summer  weather  they  get  is  experienced  in 
these  districts,  as  they  wholly  escape  the  pre¬ 
vailing  easterly  winds.  At  Durness  the  Kyle 
fishing  for  sea  trout  is  capital ;  and  at  Rhiconich 
there  is  the  best  of  sea  fishing,  with,  in  addition, 
trouting  for  large  loch  trout  on  Ganivah,  and  a 
little  sport  with  finnocks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Inchard. 

In  weight,  the  salmon  caught  in  Loch  Ness  this 
year  have  averaged  from  181b.  to  191b. 

It  is  proposed  to  introduce  fresh  blood  into  the 
Don — trout  of  a  good  strain  from  somewhere  else 
to  cross  with  the  native  breed.  This  can  only  be 
successful  to  a  limited  degree  unless  much  more 
is  done  and  expended  to  keep  down  the  poaching. 

As  indicated  by  the  netting'results,  there  still 
continues  to  be  a  good  appearance  of  salmon  in 
the  in-shore  waters  of  the  Scottish  coast  near 
most  of  the  early  rivers. 


The  weather,  after  having  been  almost  con¬ 
tinuously  fine  for  about  three  weeks’  time  over 
the  greater  part  of  Scotland,  broke  early  in  the 
present  week,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  snow 
fell  to  some  depth,  most  districts  on  one  or  both 
of  the  days  mentioned  experiencing  that  “winter 
will  not  rot  in  the  sky.”  The  effect  of  the  change,  if 
followed  by  a  good  spate,  will  be  to  revive  sport 
on  the  salmon  rivers,  which  latterly,  owing  to  the 
extremely  low  state  of  the  water,  has  been  so 
poor  as  to  cause  not  a  little  grumbling  and  dis¬ 
content. 

An  Inverness  shire  angler  writes:  “Can  you  throw 
any  light  on  this  ?  Mostly  all  the  early  fish  of  the 
Garry  are  of  large  size.  In  December,  January, 
and  February  they  pass  up  the  Ness,  and  through 
Loch  Ness  and  the  river  Oich  to  Loch  Oich  and 
the  Garry.  Hardly  one  comes  up  after  April,  and 
it  is  a  nine  days’  wonder  to  find  a  grilse  in  Loch 
Oich  and  the  Garry.  After  early  summer  all  the 
fish  remain  below.  Why  is  it,  then,  that  the  early- 
run  salmon  prefer  to  push  up  to  the  Garry,  and 
the  grilse  and  late-run  salmon  to  remain  below  in 
the  Ness  ?  ” 

Generally,  although  a  splendid  start  was  made 
— much  better  than  an  average  one — the  river 
net  fishing  this  year  has,  up  to  date,  been  poorer 
than  that  of  any  year  for  a  long  time  back. 


The  best  time  for  the  salmon  angling  on  Loch 
Naver  is  for  five  weeks  from  the  present  date. 
Mr.  Munro  and  some  of  his  guests  have  had  good 
sport  already. 

A  correspondent  writes  :  “  The  article  of  three 
weeks  ago  on  the  ‘  Migrations  of  the  Salmon  ’  was 
very  good.  My  opinion  is  there  is  something  yet 
to  learn  about  the  early  run  of  fish — I  mean  the 
very  large  fish  that  run  up  a  few  rivers  in  Decem- 


Poaching  is  still  rampant  on  the  north-east 
coast  rivers  of  Scotland.  The  other  day  the 
inspector  of  the  Ythan  fisheries  seized  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ellon  a  net,  and  a  box  containing  over 
one  hundred  and  seventy  sea  trout,  all  kelts  of 
course,  but  fish  nevertheless  (as  the  poachers  put 
it)  “  that  do  fine  with  nice  roasted  buttered 
potatoes  ” !  _ 

Loch  Awe,  Loch  Tay,  and  Loch  Shin  are  the 
best  of  the  large  lochs  in  Scotland  for  early  trouting 


iHotea  antr  (EHtmes 

Pike  Extraordinary.— As  the  pike  fishing 
season  will  soon  be  over,  waning  enthusiasm  may 
possibly  be  aroused  by  the  following  extract  from 
a  charming  book,  “  Rambles  in  Galloway,”  by 
M.  McL.  Harper  (Edmonston  and  Douglas,  Edin., 
1876).  Describing  the  enchanting  scenery  of  the 
Glenkens,  Dairy  and  New  Galloway  district,  with 
its  many  lochs  and  streams ;  containing  grand 
trout,  we  are  introduced  to  an  inscription  on  a 
tombstone  (!)  in  Kells  Churchyard :—“  To  the 
memory  of  John  Murray,  who  died  at  Kenmure, 
Jan.  8,  1777.  Erected  by  J.  Gordon.”  A  gun, 
fishing  rod,  dog,  and  partridge  are  carved  in  relief 
below.  On  the  other  side  is  the  quaint  epitaph, 
written  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  McGowan,  of  Dairy, 
his  lines  being  preferred  by  Captain  John  Gordon, 
who  offered  a  guinea  for  the  best  on  the 
subject : — 

“Ah !  John,  what  changes  since  I  saw  thee  last— 

Thy  fishing  and  thy  shooting  days  are  past ; 

Bagpipes  and  hautboys  thou  canst  sound  no  more 
Thy  nods,  grimaces,  winks,  and  pranks  are  o’er ;  ’ 
Ihy  harmless,  queerish,  incoherent  talk 
Thy  wild  vivacity  and  trudging  walk 
Will  soon  be  quite  forgot ;  thy  joys  on  earth, 
ihy  snuff  and  glass,  riddles,  and  noisy  mirth 
Are  vanished  all— yet  blessed  I  hope  thou  art 
For  in  thy  station  thou  hast  played  thy  part.” 

The  John  Murray  whose  epitaph  is  given 
above  was  famed  as  being  the  fortunate  catcher 
of  the  largest  pike  on  record.  He  caught  it 
on  Loch  Ken  ;  its  weight  was  721b.,  and  it 
measured  about  7ft.  in  length.  John  Murray  was 
gamekeeper  to  Lord  Kenmure.  On  catching  the 
pike  (the  head  of  which  rested  on  his  shoulder^  and 
the  tail  trailed  on  the  ground),  he  carried  it  to  his 
master,  and,  throwing  it  on  the  floor  at  his  feet, 
said,  “  Ye  may  catch  the  next  yoursel !  ”  The 
skeleton  of  the  head  is  still  preserved  at  Kenmure, 
along  with  one  which  weighed  271b.,  and  which  is 
quite  small  in  comparison. — J.  W.  F. 

Some  Dodges  in  Angling. — “  Ubique’s  ”  acci¬ 
dental  discovery  (as  quoted  last  week)  of  the 
effectiveness  of  a  minnow  and  a  worm  in  com¬ 
bination  reminds  me  that  a  sergeant  in  the  42nd, 
with  whom  I  fished  a  good  deal  a  few  years  ago, 
and  who  had  angled  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
told  me  that  some  Irish  anglers  always  impaled  a 
worm  on  a  small  hook  just  above  the  minnow’s 
nose,  and  found  it  invaluable  to  stimulate  trout 
in  an  indifferent  mood.  Another  dodge  practised 

in  Ireland  of  which  he  told  me  was  as  follows : _ 

Tie  a  fly  with  pretty  large  wings,  something  like 
a  March  Brown  ;  put  one  shot  on  the  line  a  few 
inches  above  the  fly  ;  thread  on  the  hook  a  caddis 
drawn  from  the  case,  and  going  cautiously  to 
some  deep  pool,  drop  in  your  lure,  letting  it  sink 
to  the  bottom  and  stay  there  a  second  or  two ; 
then  draw  up  steadily,  and  the  big  trout,  taking 
it  for  a  new-born  insect  rising  to  the  surface,  dash 
at  it  savagely.  So  my  sergeant  said.  This  lure 
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seems  pretty  much  like  the  “  worm-fly,”  which 
anglers  in  the  Border  Esk  had  some  sport  with 
two  or  three  seasons  ago,  though  I  have  not  heard 
that  it  has  been  persevered  with.  Not  long  ago 
an  old  farmer  whom  I  met  at  a  railway  station 
near  Carlisle,  and  who  gratuitously  assumed  that 
my  creel  was  empty,  confided  to  me  as  a  great 
secret  how  to  fill  my  basket,  and  my  pockets  also, 
with  fine  trout.  He  said  it  was  a  dodge  he  had 
often  seen  practised  on  the  Eamont ;  in  fact, 
he  had  often  acted  as  the  spadesman  for  gen¬ 
tlemen.  “  You  must  get  somebody  with  a 
spide,”  said  he ;  “  set  him  on  at  some  spot 

where  the  water  runs  in  a  narrow  neck  ;  let  him 
throw  a  few  spadefuls  of  soil  into  the  stream,  and 
a  good  sod  or  two.  Then  let  him  go  in  and  tread 
the  sods  well,  and  while  he’s  doing  that  you  fish 
away  with  putty  (salmon  roe)  in  the  pool  below, 
and  j'ou’ll  catch  ’em  like  winkin’.  The  fish  think 
it  is  a  flood.”  Of  course  I  never  put  the  old 
man’s  plan  into  operation,  and  as  I  am  sure  all 
readers  of  the  F.  O.  are  sportsmen,  and  not 
poachers,  I  tell  the  secret  here. — Greta. 


Sir  Walter  Scott’s  Journal. —  Sir  Walter’s 
winding  up  of  his  entry  of  a  discussion  on  parr  is 
a  somewhat  erroneous  quotation  from  Dr 
Wolcot’s  ( Peter  Pindar)  excellent  poetical  skit  on 
Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  the  fleas.  Wolcot  took 
every  opportunity  to  attack  Sir  Joseph,  and  in 
this  instance  pretended  that  the  latter  had 
arrived  at  and  promulgated  an  opinion  that  fleas 
were  small  lobsters,  but  that  on  boiling  them  and 
finding  that  they  did  not  turn  red,  he  had  cried 
out  in  a  passion: — “Fleas  are  not  lobsters  ;  d — n 
their  souls !” 


Sufficient  Food  for  Fish. — That  dog-fish  in 
the  open  seas,  with  even  all  their  shoals  of  the 
finny  tribes,  could  from  their  numbers  be  half 
starved,  and  so  miserably  poor  that  they  seem  to 
have  had  none  of  the  usual  oil  left  in  their  bodies, 
is  a  valuable  and  corroborative  commencary  on  a 
recent  correspondent’s  expression  of  belief  that 
the  different  sizes  of  the  common  brown  trout  in 
neighbouring  Scottish  lochs  are  entirely  the 
results  of  the  differing  supplies  of  food  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  „heir  numbers.  The  poor  dog-fish  had 
been  living  on  their  oil  and  used  it  up  ;  then,  as 
the  old  comic  song  says  : — 

“  They  boiled  him  to  see  how  much  fat  he  had  got, 

But  very  little  fat  had  Jones !  ” 


A  Laird’s  “  Water.” — One  of  the  best  angling 
stories  that  I  at  this  moment  recollect — writes  a 
correspondent — was  an  altercation  between  a 
Scottish  laird  (whose  name  need  not  be  given)  and 
Mr.  Simon  Prince,  of  Glasgow  (who  only  recently 
died  at  an  advanced  age,  at  Forest-hill,  S.E.),  an 
ardent  and  most  successful  angler.  Mr.  Prince 
was  fishing  in  the  river  Carron  ex  adverso,  as  the 
lawyers  would  say,  to  the  Laird’s  property,  i.e.  on 
the  opposite  bank,  and  also  straight  opposite  the 
Laird’s  residence,  when  the  latter  came  down  in 
a  rage,  and  shouting  across  (as  Wallace  did  to 
Bruce  over  the  same  classic  stream)  demanded  if 
the  offender  knew  that  that  was  “  his  water.” 
“Your  water?”  said  Mr.  Prince,  affecting  great 
surprise.  “  Yes,  sir,  my  water,  and  I  order  you 
to  immediately  cease  from  fishing  in  it.”  “  But 
what  a  foolish  man  you  must  be,”  replied  Mr.  P., 
“  if  this  be  your  water  to  let  it  all  run  away  to 
the  sea!  No,  no,  it  cannot  be.  If  it  belonged  to 
you,  you  would  not  let  it  all  be  wasted,  so  I  don’t 
believe  one  word  you  say.”  At  this  unexpected 
retort  the  Laird  (a  practising  solicitor  by  pro¬ 
fession)  literally  boiled  over  with  passion,  but  the 
imperturbable  angler  kept  quietly  casting  his  flies 
and  landing  his  trout,  only  reiterating  his  disbe¬ 
lief  ;  his  broken  English  (he  was  by  birth  a  Pole) 
making  his  replies  the  more  emphatic  and 
irritating,  until  the  Laird  retired,  growling  and 
discomfited.  Had  Mr.  Prince  not  been  a  whole¬ 
sale  jeweller  and  bullion  dealer,  it  might  be 
appropriately  added  : — “  But  the  barber  he  kept 
on  shaving.”  _ 

Perch. — What  with  anglers  almost  constantly 
trying  for  perch,  it  is  no  wonder  that  even  on  the 
Kennet  they  are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of 
perch,  and  this  in  preserved  water.  Well,  the 
Thames  is  also  preserved,  but  in  neither  river, 
unless  special  means  be  taken  to  preserve  the  ova 
in  Ho  coming  close  time,  will  a  remedy  be  found, 


unless  by  artificial  propagation,  or  by — in  the 
Thames  especially — the  wild  fowl  and  lesser  water 
birds  being  kept  down  by  some  authority  in 
winter.  The  wild  duck  goes  to  nest  early,  and 
by  time  the  bands  of  perch  ova  are  clinging  to  the 
lower  withy  boughs  and  rushes,  her  six  or  eight 
young  birds  will  have  grown  to  a  fairish  size,  and, 
like  Madame  Moorhen,  also  nesting  later,  but  close 
by,  will  altogether  soon  gobble  up  all  the  un¬ 
hatched  spawn,  and  the  natural  increase  in  that 
part  of  the  river  destroyed.  A  concerted  raid 
should,  therefore,  be  made  every  winter,  under 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  or  by  the  riparian 
owners’  keepers,  to  keep  down  the  fowl.  Another 
thing  that  tends  to  the  decimation  of  small  fish 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  :  prizes  in  money 
or  in  kind-hams,  legs  of  mutton,  bacon,  &c.— are 
offered,  and  anglers  are  tempted,  often  perhaps 
against  their  better  nature,  to  become  pothunters, 
and  retain  small  fish  which  should  be  immediately 
returned  to  the  water  unharmed.  Follow  the 
example  set  by  Dr.  Brunton,  at  the  Gresham,  and 
offer  silver  challenge  cups,  or  fishing  tackle,  &c. 
Really  if  a  searching  reform  be  not  instituted, 
air  anglers  may  be  startled  at  hearing  that  a 
bookmaker  attended,  and  laid  odds  against 
winning  the  first  prize  of  9  to  2  bar  one  ! — F. 


The  Beaufort  Phantom.  —  Our  contributor 
“  Cyril  Beaufort  ”  called  on  us  on  Thursday 
with  a  sample  of  a  new  minnow  which  Messrs. 
Carswell,  of  Glasgow,  are  about  to  put  on  the 
market.  It  may  be  called  a  solid  phantom  (if 
one  may  call  any  phantom  solid),  for  that  is  what 
it  is.  It  is  well  made,  well  coloured,  and  should 
prove  a  good  bait  for  salmon,  trout,  pike,  and 
bass.  For  the  latter  it  should  be  specially 
mounted  to  resist  the  action  of  salt  water. 


The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. — We  are  glad 
to  hear  that  over  fifty  anglers  have  already 
joined  the  new  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  which 
has  its  head-quarters  at  Brighton  (see  report). 
The  rules  seem  to  us  excellent,  and  there  seems 
no  reason  why  the  club  should  not  get  well  sup¬ 
ported  by  Brighton  and  other  anglers. 


The  Pollution  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee. — 
The  town  clerk  of  Aberdeen  has  received  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Water  Committee  to  write  to  the 
Board  of  Supervision,  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Board  will  insist  on  the  Deeside  District  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  County  Council  having  their  scheme 
for  the  stoppage  of  the  pollution  of  the  Dee 
ready  within  six  weeks.  However  willing  the 
County  Council  maybe  to  allow  the  grass  to  grow 
beneath  their  feet  in  this  matter,  it  is  evident 
that  it  wifi  not  be  with  the  free  consent  of  the 
Aberdeen  Water  Committee  at  least,  and  quite 
right  too.  _ 

At  a  meeting  recently  of  the  Dundee  Water 
Commissioners,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Dal- 
housie  Trustees  cancelling  the  arrangements  by 
which  the  Commissioners  had  the  right  to  fish  for 
trout  at  Monikie  ponds.  This  is  unfortunate  for 
Dundee  anglers,  who  are  now  restricted,  even  with 
a  Commissioners’  permit,  to  the  clear  water  basin 
for  angling  purposes. 


The  Winter  Season  in  the  North.— The  winter 
has  nowhere  been  so  severe  in  the  north,  and 
especially  in  Aberdeenshire  and  all  over  the 
Grampians  generally,  as  in  the  south.  Game- 
keepers,  who  have  been  much  abroad  during  the 
past  month,  taking  full  advantage  of  the  fine 
weather  for  heather  burning,  are  everywhere 
agreed  that  grouse  are  healthy  and  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  have  had  but  little  necessity  for  resort¬ 
ing  to  the  low  grounds  in  any  numbers.  This  is 
regarded  as  generally  a  sure  sign  of  the  absence 
of  diseased  birds.  In  the  deer  forests  excessive 
feeding  had  not  been  of  necessity  resorted  to,  and 
deer  are  showing  an  all-round  good  condition  for 
the  season  of  the  year.  Heather  burning  has 
seldom  been  so  general  as  was  the  case  during  the 
past  month,  and  for  miles  round  from  every  coign 
of  vantage  the  hill  sides  appeared  to  be  in  one 
blaze.— G.  M. 


A  Good  Business  Connection  for  Sale. — We 
advise  any  south  of  England  fishing  tackle  maker 
who  wants  to  add  to  his  business,  to  write  to 


Mrs.  Currell,  73,  Parchment-street,  Winchester, for 
particulars  of  the  business  of  her  late  husband, 
which  she  wishes  to  sell.  It  would  be  a  great  pity 
such  a  good  business  connection  should  be 
scattered.  Two  of  Mrs.  Currell’s  daughters  are, 
we  understand,  excellent  fly  dressers,  and  their 
services  could  be  retained. 


“Archer’s”  Spinner. — Offer  by  the  Makers. 
— Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  the  enterprising 
Redditch  wholesale  fishing  tackle  manufacturers, 
announce  that  they  will  give  the  following  prizes 
for  the  heaviest  salmon,  trout,  and  pike  caught 
with  their  “  Archer  ”  spinner  during  1891,  the 
weights  to  be  attested  by  any  respectable  retail 
fishing  tackle  maker  : — For  the  heaviest  salmon, 
a  built  cane  rod  ;  for  the  heaviest  trout, ditto;  for 
the  heaviest  pike,  a  best  quality  pike  or  general 
rod.  The  success  of  the  “  Archer  ”  spinner  has 
been  enormous,  and  we  have  never  met  an  angler 
who  has  given  it  a  good  trial  who  was  not  delighted 
with  it.  Among  hundreds  of  letters  in  its  praise, 
Messrs.  Bartleet  have  received  the  following  from 
our  friend  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  angling  editor  of 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  U.S.A. : — “  I  trolled  on  the 
surface  all  the  time  that  I  did  fish.  I  caught  ten 
trout  of  a  total  weight  of  521b.,  and  every  one 
took  the  1  Archer  ’  spinner.”  We  understand 
Messrs.  Bartleet  have  purchased  from  the  inventor, 
Mr.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  all  his  rights  in  this  patent 
spinner.  _ 

Ladies  at  Angling  Clubs.— Hitherto  anglers 
have  always  experienced  a  considerable  difficulty 
in  securing  the  attendance  of  ladies  at  their  clubs. 
The  other  evening,  however,  the  Huddersfield 
Angling  Association  hit  on  a  novel  plan  for 
obtaining  their  presence.  It  was  the  occasion  of 
a  lecture  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  and  the  tickets 
of  admission  set  forth  that  they  would  not  be 
recognised  unless  the  bearer  was  accompanied  by 
a  lady.  The  dodge  was  very  successful,  and.  the 
lecture,  which  was  illustrated  by  limelight  views 
of  the  Wharfe  and  Yore  (two  Yorkshire  rivers), 
was  much  enjoyed  by  the  fair  sex.  As  regards 
the  London  angling  clubs,  several  of  them,  notably 
the  Gresham  and  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  give 
“ladies’  nights,”  and  the  new-established  Pluckie 
Perche  Piscatorial  Society  has  a  rule  admitting 
ladies  as  “  full  ”  members.  It  is  a  significant  fact 
that'  shortly  after  this  new  departure  was  made 
a  lady  granted  the  society  some  excellent  private 
fishing. — Goosequill. 


River  Fishing  at  Plymouth. — According  to 
the  dictates  of  the  various  boards  of  conservators, 
the  trout  fishing  in  our  district  commenced  on 
March  1,  but  as  they  allow  no  Sunday  fishing, 
nothing  was  done  till  Monday,  when  several  old 
disciples  of  Isaac  were  early  on  the  river  ;  in  fact, 
I  know  of  more  than  one  that  left  the  town  on 
Sunday  evening  to  sleep  close  to  the  river  so  as 
to  be  first  on.  As  it  is  generally  known  that  there 
are  some  very  fine  fish  in  the  river,  no  doubt 
we  shall  hear  of  some  good  baskets.  The  rivers 
are  in  very  good  condition.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  report  that  dynamite  is  being  used  rather 
largely  in  the  Avon,  near  Brent.  A  railway  is 
being  made  from  Brent  to  Kingsbridge,  and  as  it 
runs  for  some  distance  side  by  side  with  the  river, 
the  navvies,  who  are  generally  good  poachers, 
have  been  taking  some  fine  fish,  which  have  been 
hawked  at  the  farm  houses  at  one  shilling  per 
pound.  I  hope  the  keepers  will  detect  these  fel¬ 
lows,  and  that  they  may  be  well  punished.  It  is 
bad  enough  to  loose  a  few  salmon  with  the  gaff, 
but  dynamite  kills,  perhaps,  dozens — from  the 
very  small  worthless  ones  to  others  of  larger 
size.— William  Hearder. 


Cod  and  haddocks  are  still  plentiful  on  the 
Caithness  coast.  Cod  are  selling  for  less  than 
M.  per  lb.,  and  haddocks  for  Id.  each,  and  that 
thirty  miles  from  where  they  were  landed. — A.  H. 


“  Pull,  Bargeman  !  Pull,  Devil  !’’ — The  late 
Francis  Francis  had  a  lot  of  roach  in  a  small  inlet 
on  the  river,  and  on  two  occasions  a  number  of 
the  fish  disappeared.  He,  however,  determined 
to  be  even  with  the  poachers,  so  having  procured 
a  heavy  weight,  with  certain  tenter  hooks  fixed 
therein,  awaited  the  result.  He  ascertained  there¬ 
from  that  a  bargeman,  probably  standing  in  the 
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bow  of  a  monkey  boat,  had  thrown  a  cast-net  over 
the  baited  ”  roach  inlet,  and,  contrary  to  bargee’s 
former  experience,  the  net  refused  to  come  away. 
Jt  then  became  a  case  of  “  Pull,  bargeman,  pull, 
devil,  but  it  was  all  in  vain,  as  bargee,  having  run 
to  the  length  of  his  tether  a-top  of  the  boat,  had 
to  let  go  the  cord,  and  the  famous  angler’s  roach 
were  safe.  Some  bargemen  on  the  Rennet  years 
ago  knew  how  to  bait  a  night  line  ;  and  few  gipsies 
of  the  true  type  did  nob  keep  their  long-legged, 
broken  haired  dogs  for  nothing  ;  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  chiefly  that,  in  a  strictly  game-preserving 
district,  gentlemen  object  to  the  gipsies  encamp” 
ingon  or  near  their  properties.— Hus. 
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A  LADY’S  DAY  ON  THE  STOIJR. 

By  Marie  Duncan. 


“  And  where,  indeed,  is  the  Stour  ?  ” 

Such  was  my  question  when  first  I  heard  that 
name,  and  the  next  moment  I  wished  I  hadn’t 
made  it,  for  the  answer  came  in  polite,  but  as¬ 
tonished  tones  — 

•  don’fc  y°u  know  the  famous  trout  stream 

in  Rent  ? 

A  trout  stream  !  and  famous  !  My  heart  beat 
with  eager  interest,  while  I  at  once  began  to 
devise  suitable  blandishments  that  would  result 
in  obtaining  a  day’s  fishing  on  that  river. 

fiirst  of  all,  however,  it  behoved  me  to  make  a 
few  inquiries,  for,  although  I  ought  to  have  known 
from  whence  this  famous  stream  rose  and  where 
it.  flowed  to  ;  what  towns  it  watered,  and  what 
historical  events  it  had  witnessed,  I  did  not 
I  must  further  confess  that,  had  I  been  asked 
to  spell  the  river’s  name,  Stower  would  have 
flowed  unhesitatingly  from  my  ready  pen. 

Ah  .  well,  I  did  not  go  to  school  in  the  days  of 
high  mental  pressure.  J 

With  a  few  judicious  tactics,  I  managed  to 
gather  a  good  deal  of  information  about  this  won 

tru8Ufisheriolk7love.kma  °f  iDformatio“  that 

It  was  a  good  trout  stream;  it  was  well  pre¬ 
served  ;  it  was  carefully  divided  into  association 

£nvate  Yaters’  80  that  nofc  a  single 
little  bit  of  the  precious  liquid  was  left  unpro- 

tected.  Members  allowed  to  join  were  all  angLs 
of  the  first  water,  numbering  amongst  them  more 
than  one  famous  name.  Their  established  reputa- 
tion,  however  did  not  preserve  them  now  and  again 
from  having  to  confess  that  a  whole  day  of  patient 
perseverance  was  not  always  crowned  with  all 
the  success  it  deserved.  In  fact,  two  brace  of 
fish  caught  on  the  Stour,  out  of  the  May-fly  sea¬ 
son,  1S  a  feat  to  be  proud  of.  No  promiscuous 
whipping  of  the  waters  here.  No  ;  you  must  first 

turn  7°Ur  fisb’  then  watch  hy  him  Patiently,  stalk 

meaiw  ^  devise  many  and  sundry 

means  wherewith  you  may  at  last  compass  his 

Rapture.  But  as  the  fish  in  the  Stour  kuow  every 
ay  m  your  book,  and  every  skilful  throw  and 
avery  unnatural  ripple  on  the  water,  they  can 
fiord  to  laugh  at  you  and  peacefully  enjoy  their 
midday  state  of  blissful  torpor  with  perfect  Leon- 
^eni  of  you  and  your  efforts. 

t  fii!JeSUlfc  °^.alliJhis1iQformation  was  natural. 

Wfc"  water*  ae3ra  ‘°  ^  ^  <”> 

Ce  que  femme  vent,  &c.— we  all-  know  the  rest  • 
hSv1?’  non.ewd]be  surprised  to  hear  that  very 
T?,  1  re°eived  the  expected  offer  of  a  visitor’s 

S  S  a  fishinS  011  the  water  belongin' 
o  the  Stour  Fishery  Association.  8  ° 

w%^arkUlSe7ooted  “ tbS  ba°k  °f  tWs 

°*  becoming  famous  was  for 

St  Sr  I]an  n  ’  l0V-  days  1  dreamfc  that  I 

Je  other  tmG  I  S  fi8hu  1Q  the  Stour-  one  after 
io  tber> last,  a  deputation  of  members  of 

‘due^lUeeVhe^dfcd  by  °urkind  editor,  politely 
^uesteil  me  to  desist  for  the  sake  of  the  menu 
ers  who  were  less  skilful. 

ie  scele  greatf  dAy  arF.ved>  and  we  started  for 
me  far  „  y  f  !6  triumphs.  We  had  not 

der  of  Z  f°Ur  f°ad  Wheu  1  realized  that  an 
!?!  ;•  i  female  persuasion  going  to  fish  on 

id  partlcular  stream  was  a  most  unusual  smht 

'od  aneal  ?,h6trfal  0a0  either-  There  ™  » 
tonished  aL?®  «  SymPathy  mixed  with  the 
glances  that  met  me  at  every  turn 

ine  weather  was  what  it  generally  is  when  a 
g  excursion  has  been  planned  some  time  in 


advance,  therefore  the  least  said  about  it  the 
better. 

As  a  rule  I  never  have  much  hopes  of  good 
sport  the  first  day  on  any  new  water.  The  place 
is  strange,  the  ways  of  the  natives  (in  and  out  of 
the  waters)  unknown,  and  the  likely  spots  vaguely 
indicated  by  the  ever  mysterious  keeper  ;  there¬ 
fore,  the  sooner  you  start  to  make  your  own 
observations  the  better  for  your  chances  of 
success. 

I'b®  Stour  is  a  very  picturesque  stream,  well 
suited  to  yield  good  sport.  It  is  broad  and  deep 
in  places,  shallow  and  pebbly  in  others.  Here  it 
is  sheltered  by  over-hanging  willows,  under  whose 
friendly  shadow  the  most  timid  trout  can  feed  on 
natural  Alders  and  grow  fat  in  perfect  security. 

I  here  it  runs  between  high  banks  covered  with 
wild  vegetation,  while  long  stretches  of  water, 
bordered  by  low,  treeless  banks,  tempt  the  novice 
to  throw  a  more  than  usually  long  line. 

Well,  I  made  a  very  fair  beginning,  with  every¬ 
thing  in  good  order,  and  what  was  thought  to  be 
the  very  best  fly  for  the  day  on  my  line.  Thus 
equipped,  I  begau  operations  at  a  spot  that  had 
been  gallantly  assigned  to  me  as  the  best,  with 
the  wind  in  that  particular  quarter. 

I  leaned  a  good  deal  during  that  mornings 
undisturbed  meditations,  and  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  no  one  need  attempt  fishing  on  the 
Stour  who  does  not  possess  a  good  stock  of  the 
very  best  flies  in  his  book ;  several  changes  of 
extra  fine  cast  in  his  basket;  a  light  rod  in  his 
hand ;  good  shoes  on  his  feet,  and  a  large  bump 
of  perseverance  on  his  head.  A  fisherman  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fish  anywhere  without  this  last  item  is  not 
worthy  of  the  name,  but  nowhere  is  it  more 
needed  than  on  this  stream,  and  I  found  that  I 
required  all  I  possess  in  that  line  to  sustain  me 
during  the  long  hours  of  that  blank  morniim. 

(I  am  asked  to  explain  what  I  mean  by  that 
strange,  adjective  before  morning;  therefore,  I 
emphatically  state  that  it  is  to  be  taken  solely 
in  its  sense  of  emptiness.) 

I  threw  and  threw  again.  I  changed  the  fly  ; 
changed  it  again  ;  crept  round  corners,  hid  be¬ 
hind  friendly  trees,  knelt  under  the  shelter  of 
mole-hills  ;  in  fact,  I  went  through  all  the  various 
acrobatic  performances  which  are  no  mean  part 
of  the  profession  of  a  finished  angler,  as  I  can 
testify  to  have  witnessed  over  and  over  a^ain  as 
being  carried  on  by  the  best  of  them,  but  in  this 
case  it  was  all  in  vain. 

And  all  through  that  morning’s  weary  hours 
there  ran  in  my  head  like  a  refrain  the  rule  No  5 
on  the  visitors’  ticket,  namely,  “  The  keepers  are 
instructed  to  inspect  the  pannier  or  basket  of 
every  member  and  visitor,  and  to  keep  an  account 
of  all  fish  taken.” 

What  a  humiliating  position  to  be  in,  to  have  to 
produce  your  empty  basket  to  prove  that  you  are 
not  hiding  in  its  depths  half-a-dozen  more  monsters 
from  the  deep  than  your  fair  allowance  permits ; 
or  that  you  are  not  tottering  beneath  the  weRht 
of  a  gross  of  small  fry.  Therefore,  when  twice  a 
keeper  hove  in  sight  I  at  once  assumed  the  pro¬ 
fessional  attitude  denoting  one’s  almost  immediate 
certainty  of  securing  a  prize  ;  and  the  keepers— 
dear  sympathetic  creatures— vanished  as  in  a 
dream. 

But  at  last  my  hour  struck,  and  this  time  there 
was  no  mistaking  the  fact  that  the  head  keeper 
was  bearing  down  upon  me  with  a  fixed  purpose 
in  his  airy  tread.  No  one  who  has  once  seen  this 
amiable  man  can  fail  to  recognise  him  again. 
There  are  some  characteristic  features  about  him 
that  refuse  to  leave  your  recollection. 

“  Good  morning,  ma’am.’’ 

“  Good  morning,”  I  said,  without  looking  up 
hoping  he  would  pass  on ;  but  no  ;  he  waited  a 
minute  or  two  in  evident  hesitation,  then  suddenly 
burst  out  with — 

“  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  ladies  are  not  allowed 
to  fish  on  this  stream.” 

“  What !  ”  I  cried  in  tones  of  the  deepest  horror 
at  such  an  unexpected  announcement. 

The  man’s  jovial  face  expressed  a  benevolence 
that  belied  his  cruel  words.  What  could  he  mean  ? 

Just  then  I  caught  sight  of  one  of  my  friends 
apparently  watching  us  from  the  bridge  above, 
and  as  I  have  long  known  what  his  pet  propensity 
is,  a  light  burst  upon  me.  I  recovered  my 
equanimity,  and  answered  calmly — 

“  Oh  !  I  understand  ;  it  is  against  the  rules.” 

‘  Aes,  ma’am,  that’s  it,”  said  he,  with  the  smi 


,  i  u  ao  agaiuou  uut;  L  ult/8, 

ies,  ma’am,  that’s  it,”  said  he,  with  the  smile 
broadening  on  his  face. 


‘  Thank  you  very  much.  You  have  been  sent 
by  that  gentleman  over  there,  I  suppose  ?  ” 

“Yes,  ma’am,”  and  this  time  the  good  man 
airly  beamed  all  over  with  happy  good  humour, 
and  as  lie  marched  off  I  could  see  his  expressive 
the  joke  Siia^in”  witb  bis  inward  appreciation  of 

I  went  on  to  the  bridge  and  made  its  occupant 
pay  for  his  jest  by  the  gift  of  some  of  his  most 
precious  flies,  and  thus  I  consider  that  I  had  the 
best  or  this  little  episode. 

.  Well,  catching  flies  isn’t  catching  fish,  and 
joking  isn’t  business ;  but  lunch  is  a  necessity,  and 
i  partook  of  it  with  sinking  hopes. 

My  friends  could  show  some  sport,  but  I  of 
course,  being  only  a  woman,  could  not  expect 
such  luck.  They  did  not  say  so,  but  their  pitying 
& a*0?1 3  d  me  ^bat,  and  much  more  besides. 

At  last  I  announced  with  much  dignity  and  an 
assumption  of  profound  wisdom  that  I  intended  to 
Jfb  for  the  rest  of  the  day  with  nothing  but  a 
Guill  Gnat  of  my  own  making.  I  had  found  su  Ai 
o  succeed  in  Spain,  on  a  stream  where  nothing 
else  would  do,  and  I  would  trust  it  here  also. 

ihe  hours  passed,  the  shadows  lengthened  • 
sheep  gathered  around  me,  as  if  attracted  by 
some  family  likeness,  which  rudeness  on  their 
parti  was  then  far  too  dejected  to  resent.  At 
last  I  knew  it  was  time  to  return  to  the  inn.  I 
was  beaten,  defeated.  The  glorious  opportunity 
of  being  the  first  woman  who  had  ever  caught  a 
fish  on  those  waters  was  for  ever  gone.  My 
wretched  fly  had  become  a  misshapen  mass  that 
sank  at  each  throw. 

One  more  attempt  I  would  make  over  that 
shmy  green  stuff  by  the  bank,  and  then  I  must  go 
Whir-rr!  away  rushed  my  line,  round  and 
round  flew  my  reel.  I  nearly  fell  into  the  water  at 
fie  suddenness  of  the  occurrence,  but  as  yards  of 
my  line  disappeared  rapidly,  so  did  my  despon- 
ctency.  I  was  all  alertness  and  keenly  alive  to 
the  necessity  o f  calm  behaviour  and  cool  action. 

Ofi,  the  excitement  of  such  a  moment !  The 
fears,  the  hopes,  the  thousand  tremors  that 
make  each  instant  appear  an  age!  Would  my 
slender  rod  bear  the  strain  ?  Would  the  fish 
reach  the  rapids  yonder,  or  perhaps  dive  under 
the  bridge  and  break  my  line  ?  What  if,  after 
all,  I  should  lose  it  ?  Failure  at  such  a  crisis  is 
worse  to  bear  than  total  lack  of  even  a  chance  of 
success.  It  is  so  difficult  in  such  cases  to  con- 
vince  your  absent  friends  of  the  great  size  of  the 
lost  fash,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  landing 
such  a  huge  creature  alone  and  unaided. 

Oh,  joy  !  the  trout  at  last  shows  signs  of  ex¬ 
haustion.  Now  is  the  time  to  be  cautious  ;  gentle 
coaxing  is  never  more  needed  thau  at  such  a  time. 

Au  Jasu  I  could  sing  victory!  for  the  glorious  crea- 
ture  was  lying  ou  the  grass  at  my  feet,  while  I 
stood  gazing  with  rapture  on  the  very  best  fish 
that  has  ever  been  taken  from  the  Stour  with  a 
%•  make  this  statement  in  the  full  assurance 
that  there  is  not  one  single  member  of  the 
Association  who  will  venture  to  contradict  me. 

.  °Qe  of  my  friends,  who  had  watched  the  land- 
ing  of  the  fish,  very  kindly  performed  the  merciful, 
though  disagreeable  act  of  killing  it,  and  a  few 
moments  later  no  happier  or  prouder  woman 
wended  her  way  home  that  evening  than  the  de¬ 
sponding  being  of  half-an-hour  before. 

I  must  in  conclusion  beg  to  be  allowed  to  add  a 
few  remarks  concerning  the  rules  on  tho  visitors’ 
tickets. 

First  of  all  there  is  that  clause  about  the  keeper 
coming  at  any  time  to  inspect  your  basket,  which, 
as  I  have  already  said,  is  a  very  humiliating  pro¬ 
cess  to  have  to  submit  to  at  anytime,  but  especi¬ 
ally  is  it  so  on  the  Stour,  except  perhaps  during 
ihe  May-fly  season. 

Then,  I  wish  to  ask,  in  the  event  of  a  member 
assisting  a  visitor — a  lady — over  a  stile,  and  tho 
stile  breaking  down,  who  is  responsible  for  tho 
damage  ? 

.  I  would  also  humbly  suggest  tho  possibility  of 
visitors’  tickets  being  granted  to  ladies  for  one  day 
only  during  the  May-fly  season  Would  the  com¬ 
mittee  kindly  consider  this  request  at  their  next 
meeting,  and  decide  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
there  should  not  be  a  real 

“  Lady’s  Day  on  the  Stour  ”  ? 

Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 

Waterprools  (ladies  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
cV°I3  Shoreditch03^  Ce£Jt quality  only.— East  L,o.v.qqx  Rubbj-r 
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TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOCH  AWE. 

The  little  picture,  which  we  reproduce  from  the 
Sporting  Review  of  May,  1839,  speaks  for  itself. 
We  should  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  our  Loch 
Awe  correspondents  who  would  send  us  a  recent 
photograph  or  two  of  the  loch,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  Scotland. 


SOME  SEA  FISHING  AND  OTHER 
ITEMS. 

[From  Simeon’s  “  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and 
Natural  History.”] 

Although  whiting  are  generally  taken  near  the 
bottom,  yet  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they 
never  leave  it,  for  they  not  only  have  the  power 
of  coming  to  the  surface,  but  in  fact  not  unfre- 
quently  do  so,  or  to  within  a  short  distance  of  it, 
when  in  pursuit  of  small  fry.  I  know  of  two  in¬ 
stances  in  which  they  have  been  caught  by  a 
Kill-devil  trailed  from  the  stern  of  a  rowing  boat 
off  Guernsey — where,  by  the  way,  first-rate  sea 
fishing  is  to  be  had — and  I  myself  had  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  fact  whilst  fishing  in  the  Linnhe 
Loch  off  Ardsheal.  On  that  occasion  we  were 
pulling  up  whiting  so  fast  that,  my  line  becoming 


decessors,  almost  as  soon  as  we  commenced  fish¬ 
ing.  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  new  comer’s 
appearance  was  hailed  with  a  shout  of  welcome, 
and  that  in  a  trice  bright  strips  from  his  sides 
were  doing  duty  upon  all  the  available  hooks. 

“  At  length  they  caught  two  boobies  and  a  noddy, 

And  then  they  left  off  eating  the  dead  body.” 

After  this  God-send,  we  began  catching  fish  in 
earnest,  and  were,  in  fact,  as  hotly  engaged  in 
hauling  in,  baiting  and  letting  down  again  as 
could  well  be,  until,  remembering  that  the  ladies 
would  be  waiting  dinner  for  us,  we  unwillingly 
wound  up  our  lines,  having  then  been  fishing 
only  about  a  couple  of  hours,  and  pulled  home¬ 
wards. 

It  is  very  unusual  for  herrings  to  be  taken 
with  bait,  but  that  which  first  gave  us  our  real 
start  was  not  the  only  one  which  we  caught 
that  day,  no  less  than  eight  others  having  been, 
one  after  another,  brought  on  board  and  con¬ 
verted  into  bait. 

Besides  herrings,  however,  we  were  plentifully 
supplied  with  other  bait,  in  the  shape  of  small 
herring  fry  about  the  size  of  whitebait,  with 
which  many  (most,  I  may  say)  of  the  whiting 
were  perfectly  gorged.  The  number  of  fish  we 


I  current  two  at  a  time,  as  if  they  were  spinning- 
baits  that  we  were  using  for  larger  fish. 

On  that  day  I  noticed  vast  numbers  of  ladybirds 
drifting  along  by  us,  with  the  tide  to  the  eastward, 
as  we  lay  at  anchor.  Where  they  had  come  from, 
or  where  they  were  going  to  when  they  fell  into 
the  water,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  conjecture.  There 
was  no  wind  where  we  were,  and  the  actual 
surface  of  the  sea  was  of  an  oily  stillness  ;  a  long 
swell  was,  however,  plainly  discernible,  proving 
that  at  no  great  distance  there  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  wind,  which  might  have  driven  them  off 
shore,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  caught  them 
whilst  in  the  act  of  changing  their  quarters  en 
■masse  and  beaten  them  down  into  the  sea. 

The  best  dress  that  I  know  for  boat-work  in 
wet  weather  consists  of  a  pair  of  mackintosh  over¬ 
alls,  made  to  tie  round  the  waist,  a  light  cape  of 
the  same  material,  about  thirty  inches  long,  and 
an  oilskin  wide-awake.  The  overalls  should  be 
sufficiently  large  to  enable  you  to  put  the  skirts  of 
your  shooting  coat  bodily  into  them,  by  which 
means,  while  you  have  access  to  your  upper 
pockets,  the  lower  ones  will  be  kept  dry,  and  you 
will  be  perfectly  impermeable  to  wet,  there  being 
nothing  about  you  to  catch  the  rain. 

The  overalls  are  most  useful  at  all  times  in  sea- 
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kinked,  I,  in  order  to  save  time,  put  my  bait  over¬ 
board  to  be  all  ready  when  the  boatman  should 
have  cleared  the  knot.  My  line  could  not  thus 
have  reached  above  a  third  of  the  way  to  the 
bottom  when,  to  my  surprise,  I  felt  a  tug.  I 
struck  and  pulled  away,  bringing  up  two  fine 
whiting.  Profiting  by  this  experience,  I  did  not 
afterwards  waste  time  by  allowing  my  bait  to 
sink  much  lower,  and  found,  consequently,  that 
our  heap  of  fish  grew  much  more  rapidly  under 
my  contributions,  than  those  of  my  friends  who 
adhered  to  the  orthodox  mode  of  fishing  at  the 
bottom.  Our  sport  that  day  was,  while  it  lasted, 
as  good  as  I  ever  had.  There  were  three  of  us, 
besides  the  boatman,  whose  time  was  pretty  well 
taken  up  with  attending  to  lines.  We  started 
very  late  and  with  appearances  much  against  us, 
the  only  procurable  bait  being  seven  herrings  in 
such  an  advanced  state  of  decomposition  that  we 
were  too  glad  to  avoid  getting  them  between  the 
wind  and  our  nobility.  In  fact  they  were  so  bad 
that  we  had  serious  doubts  whether  it  was  worth 
while  to  attempt  fishing  with  them  at  all.  How¬ 
ever,  our  spirit  of  enterprise  prevailed  over  our 
doubts,  and  we  concluded  to  try  our  luck.  The 
first  omen  of  our  success  was  a  [herring,  which 
was  caught  with  a  piece  of  one  of  bis  putridjpre- 


brought  home  was  (exclusive  of  those  used  as 
bait)  three  hundred  and  seven,  weighing  1611b., 
chiefly  whiting,  but  comprising  amongst  a  few 
other  varieties  a  cod  of  161b.,  and  a  skate  of 
about  71b.  or  81b.  The  cod  was  caught  on  a 
whiting  which  had  taken  the  bait,  and  came 
up  alive  in  his  mouth.  The  feeling  of  relief 
when  we  found  we  might  dispense  with  our  first 
unsavoury  lot  of  herrings,  to  which  we  had  re¬ 
signed  ourselves  as  our  only  chance  of  success, 
and  got  them  well  overboard,  was,  it  may  be 
conceived,  not  inconsiderable. 

The  best  day’s  sea-fishing  that  I  ever  had  in 
the  south  of  England  was  towards  the  end  of 
August,  near  the  west  buoy  of  the  Brambles,  not 
far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Southampton  river, 
when,  in  one  tide  (or  to  speak  more  correctly, 
parts  of  two  tides),  two  other  lines  and  my 
own,  assisted  occasionally  by  those  of  a  couple  of 
boatmen,  caught  twenty-five  dozen  and  eight 
whiting  (singularly  enough,  the  same  number 
within  one  as  that  mentioned  on  the  last  occasion), 
besides  some  other  fish.  On  the  previous  day  we 
had  caught  exactly  half  the  number,  twelve 
dozen  and  ten.  The  fish  bit  most  freely  when 
the  tide  ran  so  hotly  that  we  could  scarcely  “  hold 
bottom,”  and  they  came  whirling  up  against  the 


fishing,  as  they  afford  complete  protection  fore 
and  aft,  and  enable  you  to  haul  in  the  line  and 
fish  without  getting  your  knees  wet,  as  well  as  to 
sit  down  in  comfort  wherever  you  please,  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  the  boat  may  be. 

Of  course  it  does  not  much  matter  for  boat  work 
what  the  length  of  the  cape  is.  I  mention  thirty 
inches  because  I  have  found  such  a  one  most  use¬ 
ful  on  shore  as  well  as  on  the  water,  for  shooting 
of  all  kinds,  or  other  fishing.  If  you  have  no  one 
at  hand  to  carry  it  when  not  wanted,  its  weight  is 
but  little  felt  in  your  inner  coat-pocket,  or  what  is 
better,  it  can  be  rolled  up  and  fastened  by  a 
couple  of  little  straps  or  strings  to  the  strap  of 
your  shot-bag  or  fishing-basket,  in  which  position 
you  are  really  scarcely  sensible  of  its  presence. 
It  will  save  you  many  a  wet  jacket,  and  the 
annoyance  of  getting  all  the  things  in  your  pockets 
drenched  and  perhaps  spoiled. 

I  scarcely  know  anything  more  aggravating 
than  when  turning  homeward  after  your  work  is 
done,  and  you  are  longing  for  a  quiet  pipe,  to  find 
that  your  matches  are  all  saturated  and  no  light 
is  procurable.  While  actually  shooting,  the  cape 
will  be  found  surprisingly  little  in  the  way,  it 
being  easy  to  dispose  it  so  that,  while  your  locks 
are  protected,  you  .can  instantly  throw  it  aside 


sufficiently  to  slioot  with  ease.  When  going  up 
to  a  point,  you  can,  if  you  please,  throw  it  quite 
back  off  the  right  shoulder. 

The  only  thing  against  it  that  I  know  is  that  in 
a  high  wind  it  is  apt  to  get  blown  up  over  your 
head,  but  this  is  easily  obviated  by  bavin®  a 
button  sewn  on  iuside  it  at  the  bottom,  and  a 
corresponding  button-hole  in  the  middle  back- 
seam  of  your  shooting-coat. 

While  on  the  subject  of  dress,  I  will  just  say  a 
word  as  to  one  or  two  other  points.  By  far  the 
best  leg-doverings  for  walking  iu  an  open  country 
are,  I  think,  knickerbockers.  These  are  generally 
made  to  buckle  at  the  knee,  so  that  they  cannot 
be  worn  otherwise.  I  rather  prefer,  however,  for 
grouse-shooting,  to  have  them  simply  cut  quite 
loose,  so  as  to  hang  about  six  or  eight  inches  below 
the  knee,  with  strings  run  through  the  bottoms  to 
tie  on  the  insides,  and  a  slit,  also  in  the  inside 
extending  a  little  above  the  knee.  When  on  com¬ 
paratively  level  ground,  if  the  material  of  which 
they  are  made  is  moderately  light,  I  find  it  rather 
cooler  and  pleasanter  to  leave  them  hanging  down, 
with  the  strings  just  tied  loosely.  On  comin®  to 
any  really  hard  work  in  the  way  of  steep  ground, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  bend  the  knee 
much,  they  can  be  in  a  moment  drawn  up  over 


It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  although  you  may 
have  put  by  your  old  gloves  in  pairs  against  the 
next  shooting  season,  you  will  not  unfrequently 
find  your  stock,  when  you  come  to  use  them,  to 
consist  almost  entirely  of  left-hand  gloves. 
Whether  this  may  arise  from  the  fact  that  house¬ 
maids  generally  clean  the  grates  with  the  right 
baud,  and  like  to  keep  that  clean  also,  we  need 
not  inquire.  I  would  only  suggest  to  any  one 
who  may  find  himself  with  two  odd  gloves  in  his 
pocket,  not  to  “  cuss  and  swear,”  but  just  turn  one 
of  them  inside  out,  when  he  will  have  a  pair  that 
!  will  do  to  shoot  in,  at  any  rate. 

Judging  from  th«  miserable  failures  which  con¬ 
stantly  offend  the  eye,  it  would  appear  that  the 
art^  of  stuffing  fish  is  one  in  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  attain  to  a  result  at  all  approaching 
perfection.  So-called  preserved  specimens  are 
invariably  stuck  straight  up  in  the  cases,  fins  and 
tail  stretched  out  to  the  utmost  possible  limit, 
eyes  the  largest  that  can  be  forced  into  the 
sockets,  and  guiltless  of  any  attempt  at  specula¬ 
tion,  body  often  stuffed  like  a  “  rolly-polly  ”  pud¬ 
ding,  and  the  colour  generally  toned  down  to  a 
rich  deep  mahogany.  All  this,  too,  very  frequently 
without  the  slightest  accessories  of  weed  or  stones 
to  relieve  the  barren  dreariness  of  the  case. 


catered  for  portion  of  the  London  water  supply, 
previous  to  which  he  had  acquired  an  infantile 
experience  of  the  sport  on  the  banks  of  the 
Warwick  Canal.  His  migration  to  Manchester 
saw  him  early  assume  a  lead  amongst  the  local 
anglers,  and  to  recount  his  performances  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood  would  be  a  task  the 
utility  of  which  is  doubtful.  He  has  in  his  time 
been  successful  in  carrying  off  first  prizes  in  scores 
of  club  matches  ;  and  he  is  credited  with  some 
capital  accomplishments  in  the  way  of  matches 
against  time.  For  two  years  in  succession  he 
occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  i'100  handi¬ 
caps,  annually  promoted  at  Sheffield;  and  his 
general  record  proves  him  to  have  been  an  angler 
considerably  above  the  average.  As  a  teller  of 
fishing  stories  he  is  undeniably  brilliant,  and 
many  and  many  an  hour  is  whiled  away  by 
him  in  recounting  to  the  patient  listening  of  his 
younger  brethren  what  he  considers  the  funniest 
things  which  have  happened  to  him  when  engaged 
with  rod  and  line.  In  the  accompanying  portrait 
he  is  depicted  as  he  often  appears  in  his  bath 
chair,  on  the  banks  of  the  Worsley  Canal,  where, 
too  feeble  to  arrange  his  own  tackle,  he  can  just 
manage  when  put  in  position  by  his  friends  to  give 
occasional  flashes  of  that  delicate  sense  of  touch 


AN  ENTHUSIAST. 


the  calf,  and  tied  tightly  so  as  to  prevent  them 
from  slipping.  The  slits  should  on  no  account  be 
made  outside,  or  the  midges  and  “  clegs  ”  (horse¬ 
flies)  will  make  your  life  a  burthen  to  you. 

An  elastic  belt  round  the  waist  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  braces.  It  should  be  tolerably  broad, 
and  fastened  by  a  buckle,  not  a  clasp,  so  that  you 
can  let  out  a  reef  when  you  like.  Very  good  ones 
are  made  by  Mr.  Weatherhead,  of  127,  Panton- 
street,  Haymarket. 

The  best  kind  of  cap  that  I  know  for  sea¬ 
fishing  or  deer-stalking,  having  its  origin,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  Scatwell,  in  Ross-shire,  is  very  simply 
made  as  follows : — The  crown  consists  of  four 
pieces  coming  to  a  point  at  the  top,  and  fitting 
closely  to  the  head.  Before  and  behind  there  are 
peaks  to  protect  the  eyes  and  neck,  and  on  either 
side,  springing  from  the  extremities  of  the  peaks, 
a  lappet,  one  furnished  with  a  loop,  the  other 
with  a  button,  and  made  long  enough  just  to 
fasten  over  the  head,  or  under  the  chin,  at  plea¬ 
sure,  forming  in  the  latter  position  a  covering  for 
the  ears,  which  those  who  have,  when  after  deer, 
lain  on  the  hill-side  waiting  for  the  mist  to  clear 
off,  will  readily  appreciate.  It  should  be  made,  I 
need  hardly  say,  of  some  unobtrusive  coloured 
woollen  stuff. 


AN  OLD-TIME  FISHERMAN. 

RICHARD  SHILLITTO. 

The  promoters  of  the  benefit  now  in  progress  for 
Richard  Shillitto,  of  Eccles,  and  whose  portrait  is 
here  given,  need  make  no  apology  for  the  work 
they  have  taken  in  hand.  To  see  him  as  our 
representative  saw  him  one  day  last  week,  a  fine 
man  laid  low  with  paralysis  of  the  motive  power 
almost  throughout  the  whole  of  his  body,  was  to 
afford  striking  proof  that  his  is  one  of  those 
genuine  cases  where  an  entire  opening  of  the  flood¬ 
gates  of  charity  is  certain  of  meeting  with  its  due 
reward.  For  nine  long  years  has  Shillitto  borne 
his  burdens  with  uncomplaining  fortitude,  and  the 
further  need  of  a  strong  exercise  of  what  spirit 
still  remains  in  him  is  called  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  sight  of  one  eye  is  totally  gone,  with  a  prospect 
|  of  the  other  becoming  likewise  in  the  very  near 
future.  Such  are  the  plain  unvarnished  details 
concerning  one  who  in  his  time  has  played  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  Lancashire  angling  circles,  and  who 
[  now  appeals  for  help  in  the  unfortunate  position 
in  which  he  finds  himself  placed.  Dealing  briefly 
j  with  the  fishing  career  of  Shillitto,  it  may  be  said 
that  his  early  days  were  spent  dabbling  in  lad-like 
fashion  in  the  Highgate  Ponds,  which  at  one  time 


which  has  so  long  been  a  marked  characteristic 
with  him.  To  those  anglers  who  really  believe 
that  “  Charity  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,”  we  say, 
hurry  up,  and  lend  a  hand  to  what  after  personal 
enquiry  we  can  safely  say  is  a  deserving  object. 


FISH  STORIES. — No.  3. 

A  Herefordshire  parson,  as  good  a  fisherman 
as  he  was  a  parish  priest,  and  that  was  very  good, 
was  driven  oft  the  water  by  heavy  rain,  and  took 
refuge  in  a  neighbouring  farm-house.  While  con¬ 
suming  his  luncheon  another  good  clergyman 
turned  up,  also  driven  off  the  water.  After  lunch- 
ing  the  two  lit  their  pipes,  and  the  farmer 
(his  churchwarden)  and  they  settled  comfortably 
before  the  kitchen  fire  for  a  chat,  as  grayling  had 
disappeared  for  the  day.  The  conversation,  of 
course,  became  fishy.  The  old  farmer’s  eyes 
opened  wider  and  wider  as  he  heard  yarn  after 
yarn,  and  at  last  he  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and 
smashing  his  pipe  in  his  excitement  said,  “  Wall, 
aal  shooters  is  liars,  but  aal  fishers  they  is  'nation 
liars.”  Two  parsons,  if  you  please;  and  one  of 
them  told  me  the  story.  Wyvern. 
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Waltomatta 


At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Ilkley  Angling 
Society,  the  chairman  stated  that  a  member  of 
the  local  board  had  informed  him  that  rivers  were 
the  natural  drainage  of  the  country,  and  that 
sooner  or  later  they  would  all  be  turned  into 
sewers.  A  pleasant  sort  of  man  that  to  have  as 
a  member  of  a  body  which  has  the  causes  of 
health  and  disease  to  a  great  extent  under  its 
control. 


Linnaeus  said  that  three  flies  could  consume  a 
dead  horse  more  rapidly  than  could  a  lion.  Some 
inquiring  person — whose  name  I  do  not  know,  or 
would  have  great  pleasure  in  handing  it  down  to 
posterity — has  stated  that  one  fly  on  March  20  is 
represented  by  300  on  April  24 ;  by  90,000  on  May 
28  ;  by  27,000,000  on  July  2  ;  and  by  3,100,000,000 
on  August  8.  It  strikes  me  that  if  bluebottles 
really  did  increase  at  that  rate,  not  only  dead 
horses,  but  every  living  thing  (excepting  blue¬ 
bottles),  would  be  eaten  up  in  six  months. 


I  once  ventured  some  remarks  on  the  poor  sport 
enjoyed  occasionally  by  those  anglers  who  fish  for 
gross  weight  prizes,  and  stated  that  prizes  were 
sometimes  won  with  as  little  as  two  ounces  of  fish. 
A  letter  appeared  subsequently,  signed  “  Jack,”  in 
which  some  slight  doubt  was  thrown  on  the 
accuracy  of  this  statement,  and  it  may  be  re¬ 
membered  that  I  sent  a  letter  in  reply,  in  which 
I  was  able  to  quote  an  instance  of  prizes  being 
won  with  much  less  than  two  ounces  of  fish.  I 
have  since  come  across  an  article  entitled  “  Pot¬ 
hunters,’’  and  signed  “  John  Bickerdyke,”  which 
appeared  in  the  Field  on  February  2,  1889,  and 
which  contains  some  interesting  information  on 
the  subject.  It  is  stated  therein  that  at  a  fishing 
contest  which  took  place  on  the  Trent  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  October,  and  was  called  the  Portland  Arms 
fishing  match,  there  were  thirty-nine  competitors, 
of  whom  only  nine  succeeded  in  catching  anything. 
One,  E.  Bentley,  took  the  first  prize  (a  pair  of 
blankets)  with  lib.  8oz.  of  fish,  also  winning  a 
pork  pie  for  best  fish,  and,  in  addition,  six  sticks 
of  celery  for  the  smallest  fish.  It  is  beyond  my 
comprehension  to  say  what  size  that  smallest  fish 
could  have  been,  for  the  last  of  the  nine  prize 
winners  won  with  a  basket  of  fish  weighing  only 
three  shot.  In  the  same  article  it  is  stated  that 
at  an  angling  match  held  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  on  the  Wey,  near  Woking, 
there  were  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  anglers, 
of  whom  only  thirty-two  caught  fish.  There  were 
thirty-five  prizes,  and  the  captors  of  the  three 
smallest  baskets  of  fish  took  |oz.,  l^oz.,  and  2^oz. 
respectively.  At  a  match  which  took  place  on 
the  Dove  and  Dearne  Canal,  only  two  anglers 
caught  anything,  and  their  united  takes  weighed 
less  than  one  ounce.  They  divided  the  first  and 
second  prizes,  those  remaining  being  drawn  for 
by  the  other  competitors. 


A  certain  judge  once  said  in  open  court  that 
whenever  he  saw  the  notice,  “  Trespassers  will  be 
prosecuted,”  he  always  concluded  that  a  right  of 
way  existed,  and  took  that  road  ;  and  that  he  had 
never  got  himself  into  trouble  by  so  doing.  But 
then  a  judge  would  know  that  trespassers  cannot 
be  prosecuted  unless  they  are  after  fish  or  game, 
or  do  some  malicious  injury  to  property.  With  all 
its  imperfections  there  is  this  good  point  about  the 
law,  that  it  does  not  regard  as  a  criminal  a  man 
who  simply  walks  over  his  neighbour’s  field.  The 
neighbour  may  chuck  him  out,  but  he  may  not 
put  him  in  the  dock  before  the  magistrates  for  tres¬ 
pass,  as  those  lying  notice  boards  usually  indicate 
will  be  done.  There  are  several  varieties  of  mis¬ 
leading  notice-boards,  and  I  remember  one  in 
particular  which  was  erected  by  the  side  of  a 
fish-pond,  and  bore  the  legend,  “No  Fishing 
Here.”  A  person,  who  shall  be  nameless,  went 
and  fished  that  pond  and  caught  some  remarkably 
fine  carp  and  tench  ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
fish  in  peace.  Towards  evening  the  owner  of  the 
pond  came  along  and  said,  angrily,  “  Don’t  you 
see  that  sign—*  No  Fishing  Here  ’  ?  ”  “  Yes,”  said 
the  angler,  with  an  injured  air,  “I  did  see  it,  and 
I  never  believed  it ;  and  what’s  more,  I  dispute  it. 
Why,  there  is  good  fishing  here,  unless  I  have 
emptied  the  place  of  fish.  I  never  had  such  sport 
before.  You  really  oughtn’t  to  put  up  misleading 
notices  of  that  kind.” 


That  yarn  reminds  me,  though  I  don’t  know 
exactly  why,  of  another  about  an  American  sol¬ 
dier  and  an  enraged  gander,  from  which  he  was 
by  many  people  believed  to  have  had  a  narrow 
escape.  The  affair  took  place  so  long  ago  as  1862, 
so  it  is  legally  true  by  prescription.  A  certain 
regiment,  which  was  in  Virginia  at  that  time,  con¬ 
sidered  the  order  “no  foraging”  an  additional 
and  uncalled  for  hardship.  One  evening  a  soldier 
was  observed  to  reconnoitre  a  farmhouse  where 
many  geese  were  kept.  For  a  few  minutes  he  was 
lost  to  sight  behind  the  farm  buildings,  but  sud¬ 
denly  he  appeared,  beating  a  rapid  retreat  and 
closely  pursued  by  a  gander  with  wings  outspread, 
whose  feet  seemed  scarcely  to  touch  the  ground, 
and  from  whose  beak  issued  a  succession  of  angry 
screams.  Hearing  the  noise  the  farmer,  a  stout 
man,  appeared  at  the  door  of  the  farm  house. 
“Hold  on,  man,  hold  on.  He  won’t  hurt  you,” 
cried  the  worthy  man.  “  Call  off  your  gander, 
call  him  off,”  shrieked  the  fleeing  soldier,  in  tones 
of  piteous  entreaty,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  rounded  some  scrub,  the  gander  after  him, 
and  was  lost  to  sight.  The  farmer,  as  I  have 
said,  was  a  stout  man,  and  did  not  give  chase. 
He  simply  laughed  a  comfortable  laugh,  and  say¬ 
ing  that  he  was  darned  if  he  could  understand 
the  old  gander,  but  that  the  bird  would  know  the 
way  home  again,  went  indoors  to  finish  his  pipe. 
Meanwhile,  the  soldier,  followed  by  the  gander, 
reached  the  camp,  where  his  brave  fellow  com¬ 
rades  destroyed  the  infuriated  bird  with  the  butt- 
end  of  a  musket  and  saved  their  friend.  “  Did 
he  think  he  could  chase  me  like  that  and  live  ?  ” 
the  soldier  exclaimed,  as  he  surveyed  the  out¬ 
stretched  bird  ;  but  he  said  nothing  of  the  baited 
hook,  with  stout  cod  line  attached,  which  might 
have  thrown  some  light  on  the  unfortunate  gan¬ 
der’s  strange  actions.  Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Z. :  The  wholesale  manufacturers  of  the  “  Oriel 
Navy  Cut  ”  are  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Sons,  of 
Stockport,  but  any  respectable  tobacconist  would 
obtain  it  for  you.  It  is  done  up  very  neatly  in 
4oz.  tins. 


Camspontrence 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  EASTER. 

Sir, — I  want  to  have  a  few  days’  trout  fishing 
at  Easter,  and  shall  feel  very  much  indebted  to 
any  one  who  will  kindly  advise  me  where  to  go. 

Is  not  the  early  trout  fishing  good  in  some  of 
the  French  rivers  ?  Any  information  about  the 
fishing  near  Boulogne  or  Dieppe  will  be  very  ac¬ 
ceptable. 

Is  there  any  place  in  Ireland  where  the  white 
trout  run  as  early  as  21st  April  ?  If  so,  where  ? 

Split  Cane. 


THE  ESTUARY  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir. — With  reference  to  the  extract  Mr. 
Young  recently  sent  you  from  his  report  of  1886, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  a  certain 
peculiar  species  of  yellow  trout  frequents  the  tidal 
and  brackish  estuaries  of  South  Uist  (and  Benbe- 
cula  and  North  Uist  also,  I  believe).  This  species 
of  trout  is  also,  in  my  opinion,  found  in  lochs  into 
which  the  tide  flows  ;  and  in  Loch  A-Bharp,  in 
South  Uist,  I  have  myself  killed  two  during  last 
season  with  the  fly — one  of  5f  lb.,  and  the  other 
3flb.  (nearly).  The  latter  you  saw  and  pronounced 
to  be  an  ordinary  yellow  trout.  Its  weight  would 
be  much  diminished  by  the  time  it  reached  your 
hands.  I  have  a  cast  of  the  larger  of  these  two 
fish,  and  Mr.  W.  Robertson,  Bothwell-street, 
Glasgow, has  another.  This  fine  fish,  which  I  killed 
on  light  tackle  and  a  small  red  fly  (No.  9),  gave 
me  magnificent  sport,  and  I  am  quite  certain  I 
would  not  have  landed  him  (it  was  blowing  such  a 
gale  that  no  boat  would  venture  out,  and  I  was 
fishing  from  the  shore)  had  I  not  by  chance  put 
up  a  big  rod,  and  put  on  a  reel  with  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  (line.  As  it  was  the  fish,  being 


hooked  by  the  back,  ran  all  my  line  out  in  his  first 
burst,  while  when  I  did  get  him  into  the  net  the 
hook  gave  way,  just  in  time  and  no  more.  If  this 
trout  be  a  specimen  of  the  estuary  trout,  it  is  a 
rare  sporting  fish.  These  big  trout  occur  also  in 
Loch  Roag,  in  South  Uist  (another  tidal  sea  trout 
loch,  out  of  which  the  Howmore  flows),  and  in  the 
Howmore  tidal  river  itself.  I  have  never,  how¬ 
ever,  killed  in  them  one  over  2^1b.;  though  one 
spring  day,  in  the  river,  I  remember  hooking  and 
playing  for  nearly  half-an-hour  some  monster  fish 
which  I  never  saw,  but  which  I  am  certain  was  a 
large  trout  of  this  kind.  I  was  assured  by  the 
veteran  watcher  that  yellow  trout  up  to  91b.  to 
101b.  frequent  this  tidal  pool,  and  another  angler 
told  me  that  he  has  killed  them  up  to  41b.;  but  I 
never  saw  one  myself  in  ipso  corpore,  so  cannot 
speak  from  experience.  I  have  no  record  of  the 
1886  season  in  South  Uist  ;  but  on  the  7th  July, 
1885,  I  find  that  a  Mr.  T.  M.  Hastings  killed  in 
the  Strome  eleven  fish,  17flb.,  made  up  of  one 
yellow  trout,  4f  lb. ;  three  sea  trout,  21b. ;  and  seven 
Loch  Hallam  trout,  111b.  There  is  no  explana¬ 
tory  note  as  to  whether  the  Loch  Hallam  trout 
were  or  were  not  killed  in  Loch  Hallam  itself  or 
in  the  Strome ;  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  they 
were  killed  in  the  Strome,  for  I  have  killed  them 
there  myself,  and  have  seen  a  good  number  that 
had  been  killed  in  the  salt  water.  There  is  a 
large  ditch  running  from  the  Strome  to  Loch 
Hallam,  though  the  connection  is  obstructed  by 
a  tidal  dyke  which  would  be  better  away.  On 
the  coast  of  Kintyre  these  tidal  trout  are  quite 
common  and  attain  an  immense  size,  though  it  is 
only  by  the  net,  not  by  the  rod,  that  they  are 
secured.  Brown  trout  will  frequently  go  from 
one  river  or  burn  to  another  by  way  of  the  sea  ; 
and  in  the  Island  of  Arran  I  have  when  a  boy  fre¬ 
quently  killed  the  clear  trout  of  Glen  Rosa  in  the 
dark  peaty  waters  of  the  “  Hotel  burn,”  as  we 
are  used  to  call  it. 

In  Orkney  and  Shetland  it  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  to  kill  yellow  trout  in  the  sea  with  a 
fly,  and  Loch  Stennis  in  Orkney  maybe  said  to  be 
as  much  a  salt  as  fresh  water  loch. 

Unless  my  memory  plays  me  false,  the  trout  of 
Harray  (the  loch  connected  by  a  very  short  stream 
with  Stennis)  are  frequently  killed  after  high 
tides  have  poured  too  much  salt  water  into  it  from 
Stennis.  Loch  Bee,  in  South  Uist  (a  magnificent 
loch  with  splendid  fish),  is  connected  with  the 
sea  at  both  ends,  and  yet  is  a  yellow  trout,  not  a 
sea  trout  loch.  Whether  the  tidal,  estuary,  or  lob 
trout  (for  I  think  lob  trout  is  another  of  its  names) 
is  a  distinct  species  is  a  difficult  question,  but  one 
undoubtedly  meets  with  a  peculiar  kind  of  specially 
large  trout  wherever  such  conditions  concur 
as  exist  in  South  Uist,  North  Uist,  Orkney,  &c. 
Once  acclimatised  to  the  brackish  water,  the  rich 
feeding  of  estuaries  would  soon  account  for  the 
comparatively  large  size  of  the  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh.  Duine  Mor. 

P.S. — In  Loch  Wester  and  the  river  Wester, 
in  Caithness,  enormous  yellow  trout  are  met  with, 
and  one  which  was  picked  up  dead  is  said  to  have 
weighed  39|lb.  The  Wester  i3  a  short  river,  and 
the  fish  may  have  come  from  the  sea.  The  ordi¬ 
nary  trout  (yellow)  are  small.  The  lowest  sea 
pool  in  the  Howmore  abounds  in  spring  with  a 
peculiarly  pretty,  but  small,  species  of  yellow 
trout. 


AN  AMERICAN  LAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  good  fishing  last  summer. 
The  stream  was  a  fine  large  one,  but  hardly  suited 
to  “dry-fly.”  I  did  something  in  that  line  in  the 
large  pools,  but  not  much.  It  is  astonishing  how 
strongly  marked  are  the  peculiar  characteristics 
of  streams  and  trout  in  this  country.  The  differ¬ 
ence  in  most  killing  flies  in  streams  in  same  dis¬ 
trict  is  hard  to  understand,  except  in  dark  and 
white  water  streams.  We  have  no  entomology 
of  trout  waters  in  America — worse  luck.  The 
differences  between  American  and  English  naturals 
are  great,  yet  I  believe  I  am  safe  in  saying  that 
the  majority  of  flies  used  are  tied  after  English 
patterns,  more  or  less  ancient. 

I  was  astonished  to  find  that  in  New  York  a 
large  proportion  of  the  flies  sold  are  imported,  and 
this  in  the  face  of  a  duty  that  would  appear  to  be 
prohibitive.  Good  fly-tiers  must  be  abundant, 
and  willing  to  work  cheap  for  large  dealers.  The 
Scotch  flies  were  in  the  first  rank,  and  sold  as 
“  best  flies,”  and  certainly  the  work  and  material 
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were  excellent.  Many  of  the  cheap  flies  are  tied 
in  Germauy,  from  patterns  sent  out  there.  The 
best  American-tied  flies  are  generally  the  best  for 
our  waters,  but  they  don’t  seem  to  make  much 
even  at  a  higher  price  and  no  duty  to  pay.  It  is 
of  no  consequence  to  me,  as  I  tie  my  own,  but  few 
anglers  in  this  country  pay  much  attention  to  the 
naturals,  and  in  Maine  waters  generally.  I  be¬ 
lieve,  it  is  perfectly  useless  to  do  so  It  is  different 
in  the  case  of  many  streams  in  the  middle  States, 
however. — Very  truly  yours,  Theodore  Gordon. 

Savannah,  U.S.A.  _ 


EXE  AND  BARLE. 

Sir, — Visitors  as  well  as  local  fishermen  will  be 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Langdon,  of  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  has  again  placed  at  his  own  cost  in  this 
stream  three  hundred  yearling  trout  from  the 
Wye.  Mr.  Langdon  has  earned  the  thanks  of  all 
who  fish  these  streams  for  the  public  spirit  he  has 
shown  for  some  years  past  in  gratuitously  re-stock¬ 
ing  rivers  so  much  fished. 

The  yearlings  launched  in  their  career  on 
Saturday  were  very  fine  specimens  of  their  class, 
and  no  doubt  will  one  day  give  a  good  account  of 
themselves. 

Last  year  the  Dulverton  Association  placed 
four  hundred  yearlings  from  Mr.  Langdon’s 
establishment  in  the  Barle,  but  this  year  nothing 
seems  to  have  been  done. 

Much  annoyance  is  felt  here  at  the  action  of 
the  conservators  in  imposing  a  2s.  6d.  licence  on 
all  rods,  which  money  goes  to  preserve  salmon  for 
our  friends  of  the  lower  water.  If  they  impose 
the  licence,  they  surely  ought  to  make  us  some 
return  in  helping  us  restock  our  streams  with 
trout. 

We  feel  surprised  that  local  owners  do  not 
see  the  necessity  for  restocking  ;  they  seem  to  go 
on  the  principle,  “As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now,  and  ever  shall  be.” — Yours,  &c., 

_  Dulvertonian. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  find  in  your  issue  of  the  14th 
February,  1891,  a  letter  signed  “  Salmo,”  stating 
that  neither  Mr.  Beall  nor  myself  have  fished  the 
Delviue  waters  for  the  last  ten  years.  I  beg  to 
state  that  this  statement  is  incorrect,  as  we  have 
fished  there  both  last  year  and  this. — Yours 
truly,  J.  T.  Saver. 

Royal  Exchange  Hotel, 

Hood-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


GIANT  PIKE  AND  HOW  THEY  SOxMETIMES 
GET  WEIGHED. 

Sir,— With  some  diffidence  regarding  the  value 
of  your  space,  I  again  venture  to  address  you 
upon  a  subject  of  fascinating  interest  to  anglers. 
In  your  issue  of  January  10  you  did  me  the 
honour  of  publishing  a  method  of  estimating  pike 
by  their  length.  In  your  issue  of  the  21st  ult. 
Mr.  A.  Jardine  criticises  the  method.  The  opinion 
of  such  a  high  authority  as  Mr.  Jardine  is  entitled 
to  the  greatest  respect,  but  I  think  he  is  a  little 
too  exacting  in  dealing  with  my  poor  rule,  which 
as  I  stated  does  not  pretend  to  be  mathematically 
correct,  but  applies  only  to  fish  of  average  con¬ 
dition.  The  object  of  my  arithmetic  was  the 
endeavour  to  furnish  anglers  of  less  experience 
than  Mr.  Jardine  with  a  means  of  working  out 
for  themselves  a  kind  of  canon  of  proportion  of 
pike  of  average  condition — weight  for  length  in 
inches.  It  goes  without  saying  that  abnormal  girth 
one  way  or  the  other  will  affect  the  weight ;  but 
how  much,  Mr.  Editor  ?  Not  so  much  as  many 
suppose.  When  a  fisherman  has  worked  by  my 
rule  the  weight  any  fish  before  him  ought  to 
weigh  in  average  condition,  a  glance  at  the  real 
condition  of  the  fish  will  tell  him  very  nearly 
what  its  actual  weight  is.  This  is  all  I  claim  for 
my  rule,  and  I  have  found  it  useful  in  explaining 
wondrous  statements,  both  traditionary  and  in¬ 
scribed  upon  glass  cases. 

I  have  another  critic  to  answer,  viz.,  “  Blather- 
wicke.”  His  letter  is  particularly  interesting  to 
ms.  He  is  evidently  a  believer  in  giant  pike.  It 
seems  almost  a  cruelty  to  dispel  the  fond  illusions 
that  pike  exist  of  weight  and  demensions  far  be- 
fond  auy  yet  set  up  by  Cooper.  All  I  can  say  is 
ny  faith  has  been  rudely  shaken.  The  following 
s  a  curious  coincidence  :  —  “  Blatherwicke  ” 
juotes  Buckland :  “  On  the  steamer  which 


runs  from  Galway  to  Cong  a  gentleman  told  me 
that  a  man  had  caught  a  pike  in  Lough  Cong:; 
(sic!  query  Corrib)  which  he  himself  had  seen 
weighed,  and  it  turned  the  beam  at  471b.”  Now, 
Mr.  Editor,  there  is  only  one  steamer  that  ever 
plied  between  Galway  and  Cong  that  I  am  aware 
of.  Some  years  ago  iu  that  very  steamer  I  inter¬ 
viewed  the  captain.  My  object  was. information 
about  big  pike.  I  was  off  pikeing  up  the  lough, 
and  the  conversation  became  fishy.  I  asked  the 
captain  what  size  was  the  biggest  pike  he  had 
ever  heard  of  in  Lough  Corrib.  Answer :  “  The 
biggest  pike  ever  heard  of  in  these  parts  we 
picked  up  on  this  lough.  It  was  choked,  sir,  try¬ 
ing  to  swallow  a  91b.  salmon.  We  saw  it  flounder¬ 
ing  on  the  lough,  stopped  the  steamer,  and  picked 
it  up.  The  salmon  weighed  91b.,  sir,  and  the  pike 
weighed  481b.”  Mr.  Editor,  I  was  almost  a 
believer,  yet  still  in  doubt.  Now  the  engineer 
was  a  most  intelligent  man  ;  we  had  many  a  yarn 
together  ;  he  had  driven  the  engines  from  the 
time  the  boat  was  launched.  I  interviewed  the 
engineer.  “  Oh,  yes,  sorr,  I  remember  the  big 
pike ;  he  was  choked,  sorr,  trying  to  swallow  a 
91b.  salmon.”  “  Yes,  but  how  much  did  the  pike 
weigh  ?  Didn’t  you  weigh  the  pike  ?  ”  “  Yes,  sorr, 
sure  it  weighed  851b.,  sorr,  bumping  weight.” 

A  Sixty-pound  Pike. — Some  few  years  ago  The 
Field  gave  an  account  of  a  601b.  pike  picked  up 
dead  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Mask,  County  Mayo. 
The  head  was  cut  off  and  taken  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  to  London  for  preservation.  Now,  Mr. 
Editor,  I  ferreted  about  Lough  Mask ;  found 
the  fisherman,  one  John  Somers,  who  picked 
up  this  601b.  pike.  Questioned  him.  Did  it 
weigh  601b.?  “Oh  yes,  sorr,  quite  601b.”  I  doubted. 
I  don’t  believe  there  was  a  steel  yard  or  a  pair  of 
scales  within  twenty  miles  of  the  place.  “  How  did 
you  weigh  it,  Somers  ?”  “Well,  sorr,  this  is  how  we 
weigh  big  pike.  You  know,  sorr,  that  a  man  can 
just  hold  out  561b.  at  arm’s  length,  and  the 
strongest  of  us  could  hardly  hold  up  this  fish,  it 
was  so  heavy.”  This  is  how  big  pike  are  iveighed 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland.  Why,  Mr.  Editor, 
“Sandow”  would  be  rather  proud  of  being 
able  to  hold  601b.  at  arm’s  length.  I  expect  the 
Kenmure  pike  was  measured  on  much  the  same 
principle. 

Is  it  not  then  possible  for  pike  to  exceed  401b. 
in  weight  ?  I  believe  it  is.  I  also  believe  that 
the  average  weight  of  a  full-grown  pike  is  35lb., 
but  as  there  are  giants  among  men  even  to  seven 
or  eight  feet  in  height,  seen  once  in  a  generation, 
so  there  are  giants  among  pike ;  but  they  are  as 
few  and  far  between,  and  the  chances  of  their 
being  caught  or  even  seen  are  small  indeed. — 
Yours  obediently,  George  Thorne. 

Broxbourne. 

N.B. — Owing  to  my  indifferent  writing,  I  fear, 
my  initials  were  erroneously  printed  in  your  issue 
of  the  10th  January. 


A  GOOD  WIND  UP  FOR  THE  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir,—  \Vhile  fishing  at  Higham  Hill  on 
Saturday  afternoon  I  was  the  fortunate  captor  of 
a  pike ;  dimensions  as  follows:  Extreme  length, 
86in.;  greatest  girth,  18 Ain.;  weight,  151b.  This 
fish  was  oaken  on  snap  tackle,  and  after  a  short 
but  exciting  struggle  lasting  about  six  or  seven 
minutes,  during  which  period  the  fish  leaped  clear 
of  the  water  three  times,  with  her  (for  it  is  a 
female)  enormous  jaws  open  to  their  widest  ex¬ 
tent,  and  shaking  her  head  like  an  angry  dog  in 
franctic  endeavours  to  release  the  hook  from  her 
jaws.  But  she  didn’t,  but  was  once  again  brought 
to  the  bank,  and  safely  gaffed  by  the  assistance  of 
a  brother  angler. — Yours  truly,  Henry  Tisley. 


A  BIG  FORDWICH  TROUT. 

Sir, — A  huge  “Ford  wich  trout”  was  on  Saturday, 
February  14th,  1891,  picked  up  dead  in  the  river 
Stour,  near  Grove  Ferry.  When  taken  out  of  the 
river  it  weighed  261b.  The  principal  measure¬ 
ments  were  as  follows  : — Length,  46in. ;  circumfer- 
ance  at  greatest  point,  20in.  ;  width  of  tail  fork, 
lOin. ;  and  gape  of  jaws,  7in.  It  was  getting  in  a 
decomposed  state,  but  the  colours  were  still  well 
discernable.  The  lower  jaw  was  considerably 
curved  upwards,  causing  quite  a  cavity  in  the 
upper  jaw. 

When  in  prime  condition  it  has  been  estimated 
that  it  would  have  weighed  from  351b.  to  401b., 

*  There  is  no  lough  of  that  name. 


and  that  its  age  must  have  been  at  least  twenty- 
five  years.  The  fish  was  photographed  by]  the 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Fordwich  and  Grove  Ferry 
Angling  Club,  and  was  also  [seen,  recognised, 
sketched,  and  a  water-colour  drawing  made  by 
George  Dowker,  Esq..  F.G.S.,  of  Stourmouth. 

This  fish  evidently  must  have  been  a  grand 
fellow  iu  his  lifetime,  and  doubtless  died  either 
from  accident  or  old  age, — Yours  truly, 

Grove  Ferry.  H.  King. 

[We  have  never  yet  seen  a  Fordwich  trout,  of 
which  Walton  gives  such  an  interesting  account, 
although  one  or  two  influential  friends  at  Canter¬ 
bury  are  on  the  look  out  for  one  for  us.  We  have 
little  doubt  the  fish  was  a  bull  trout,  and  if  that 
is  the  case,  instead  of  being  a  quarter  of  a  century 
old,  was  probably  only  four  or  five  years  old.  The 
growth  of  the  salmonidce  in  salt  water  is  incom¬ 
parably  faster  than  that  of  any  fish  grown  in 
fresh  water,  except  carp  in  warm  climates. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  BATH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fish 
ing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath. — Yours  faith¬ 
fully,  _  Bath. 


PRIZE  WINNING  WITH  A  QUARTER  OF  AN 
OUNCE  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Editor, — I  think  London  anglers  some¬ 
times  come  pretty  near  the  above  heading.  Kindly 
refer  to  the  account  of  the  peg -down  match  at  the 
Ponders  End  tournament,  as  reported  in  the  F.  O. 
(on  which  I  cannot  lay  my  hands  at  the  moment), 
and  see  what  the  fish  weighed  that  took  the  prizes. 

-Yours  faithfully,  Primrose. 


MR.  HALFORD’S  FLOATING  FLIES. 

Sir, — (1)  In  using  the  dyes  as  recommended  in 
“  Halford’s  Floating  Flies,”  will  the  same  wash  do 
over  again  at  some  future  time — that  is,  can  it  be 
kept  corked  up  in  a  bottle  and  reboiled  ? 

(2)  I  see  that  for  quill  bodies  the  strip  of 
peacock’s  quill  is  recommended ;  would  not  white 
quill  from  feathers  of  a  white  fowl  do,  after  being 
dyed  the  various  tints  ? — Yours,  &c.,  A.  B.  C. 

[Mr.  Halford  very  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

“  (1)  Possibly  the  solution  of  dyes  might  be  used 
over  again,  but  to  match  colours  successfully  very 
dilute  solutions  should  be  used,  and  all  the  dye  in 
the  solution  should  be  exhausted.  Then  if  not 
dark  enough  a  second  immersion  in  a  fresh  dye 
bath  is  necessary. 

“  (2)  The  so-called  quills  are  strands  from  the 
peacock  eye,  or  from  the  condor  or  adjutant  wing 
or  tail  feathers.  Possibly  quill  split  out  of  the 
stem  of  any  feather  might  be  substituted,  but  they 
would  be  more  troublesome  as  requiring  softening 
in  hot  water  before  using.”] 


BEGINNING  EARLY. 

Sir,— I  always  take  your  Fishing  Gazette ,  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  other  boys  who  do  may  like 
to  hear  a  true  tale  of  a  fish,  though  it  is  not 
about  fishing.  There  was  a  globe  with  gold  fish, 
and  whether  it  was  too  full  of  water  or  not  I  do 
not  know,  but  when  Eliza  came  down  in  the 
morning,  the  biggest  fish  had  jumped  out  and  lay 
on  the  oilcloth  quite  stiff.  She  believes  in  brandy 
and  water,  so  she  pinched  his  gills  till  his  mouth 
opened,  and  then  she  gave  him  a  few  drops.  He 
soon  seemed  better,  so  she  put  him  back  in  the 
bowl,  and  he  is  alive  now.  It  happened  just 
before  Christmas  and  is  quite  true. — Yours  truly, 
Piscator  Minor  (Age  12.) 


CONCERNING  THE  MARCH  BROWN. 

Dear  Sir, — I,  too,  have  been  struggling  with 
the  floating  March  Brown,  and  with  equally  poor 
success.  I  fancy  that  until  some  feather  is  found 
for  the  wing  which  has  a  better  consistency  than 
any  of  those  commonly  used,  the  cocked  floating 
March  Brown  will  remain  a  fly-dresser’s  dream. 
The  books  give  a  variety  of  feathers — viz.,  hen 
pheasant  wing,  partridge  tail,  partridge  wing, 
woodcock  (large  inside  feather),  oobarra  or  Indian 
bustard.  But  every  one  of  these  feathers  is 
afflicted  with  the  same  vice — a  tendency  to  split 
when  tied  down  upon.  We  want  something  like 
the  starling  in  consistency. 
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I  once  fished  the  Coquet  for  a  fortnight  in  early 
September,  and  each  day  there  was  a  small 
sprinkling  of  August  Duns.  I  imitated  them  with 
success  as  follows :  Wing ,  landrail ;  body,  hackle, 
and  xvhisks  as  in  Aldam’s  Indian  Yellow,  but  no 
orange  head  ;  and  I  found  the  imitation  kill  as  a 
floater  in  the  oily  water  in  the  still  pools  under 
the  willows,  where  the  fish  basked  in  the  middle 
of  the  day. — Yours,  &c.,  Val  Conson. 

[Have  our  correspondents  tried  this  fly  with 
partridge  hackle  to  represent  wing  at  shoulder  ? 
—Ed.]  _ 

WORM  WITH  TWO  TAILS. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  an  old  subscriber  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  was  reading  last  week’s  edition 
and  came  across  Mr.  Foster’s  letter,  respecting 
his  find  of  a  worm  with  two  tails.  J udge  of  my 


(Natural  size  drawn  live  specimen  in  possession  of  the 
Editor  of  the  F.  G.) 


great  surprise  on  Thursday  last,  when  the  man 
who  gets  me  my  worms  when  I  go  fishing,  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  also  had  found  one  with  two 
tails.  I  send  it  you  ry  this  same  post,  thinking 
perhaps  it  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  your 
naturalist  friends.  I  hope  it  will  reach  you  alive. 
— Yours  truly,  O.  T.  Brown. 

108,  Station-street,  Burton-on-Trent. 

[It  is  a  very  fine  specimen.' — Ed.] 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — As  a  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
“  the  one  time  important  but  now  decayed  town 
of  Ballymena,”  I  have  never  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  Fishing  Gazette  until  the  other  day, 
when  a  friend  kindly  sent  me  the  number  of 
February  14,  in  which  I  notice  a  very  long  and 
curiously  misleading  letter  on  “  Spring  Trouting 
in  Ireland.” 

At  the  commencement  of  his  interesting  work 
of  fiction,  the  writer  informs  the  world  “  that  he 
is  not  as  other  men  are.”  While  offering  my  sin¬ 
cere  congratulations  to  the  “  other  men  ”  on  the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  will  you  permit 
me,  Sir,  to  correct  one  of  Mr.  Gedney’s  misstate¬ 
ments — the  only  one  with  which  I  am  personally 
concerned — viz.,  that  “  both  sides  of  the  river 
are  absolutely  free.”  This  is  “  absolutely”  untrue. 
—I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mount  Davys,  Cullybackey.  J.  J.  Rowan. 


ARTIFICIAL  HORN  MINNOWS. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  numerous  readers  kindly 
inform  me  through  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  where  I  can  obtain  artificial  horn  minnows  ? 
The  one  I  have  in  my  possession  is  painted 
apparently  to  represent  a  small  brown  trout,  with 
a  few  red  spots  along  the  sides.  The  tail,  a  good 
sized  one,  is  twisted  considerably  to  one  side, 
which  causes  the  bait  to  spin  ;  there  is  a  triangle 
at  side  and  tail.  This  bait  was  thought  very 
effective  some  years  ago,  but  I  cannot  find  any 
nowadays  in  shops. — Yours  faithfully, 

_  Inquirer,  j 

\  *■  -  ■  j  - 

IMPRESSING  OF( MARCH  BROWNS. 

Dear  Sir, — In"reply  to"“kH.  C.  B.’s  ”  letter  on 
the  dressing  of  March  Browns,  he  and  other 
northern  anglers  will  doubtless  be  interested  to 
know  that  we  have,  for  some  years  past,  dressed 
it  withjpartridge  hackles  set  back  to  back,  and 
that  this  pattern  has  been  used  successfully  on 
the  Kent,  Lune,  Bela,  and  other  local  streams. 
We  have  also  several  other  patterns  of  March 
Browns,  and  if  “  H.  C.  B.”  will  communicate  with 
us  we  shall  be  pleased  to  submit  samples  for  his 
inspection. — We  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hutchinson  and  Co. 

43,  Stricklandgate,  Kendal. 


ARE  BARBEL  GOOD  AS  FOOD? 

Sir, — One  fine  September  morning,  when  fishing 
Weybridge  back-water,  just  above  “  Halliday’s 
Hole,”  where  there  was  a  fine  deep  gravelly  swim, 
but  altered  and  spoiled  since  the  time  when  the 
channel  was  cut  from  the  new  weir  (at  least  so 
I  am  informed,  for  I  have  not  been  on  that 
part  of  the  Thames  for  some  years),  I  had  with 
the  late  Mr.'  H.  L.  Rolfe — who  was  fishing  with 
me — a  good  catch  of  barbel. 

Mrs.  Harris  was  then  proprietress  of  the  Lincoln 
Arms  Hotel;  she  expected  a  lot  of  hungry  “bean- 
feasters,”  but  being  disappointed  of  a  consign¬ 
ment  of  fish,  asked  us  if  we  would  spare  part 
of  our  capture. 

We  cheerfully  gave  her  a  dozen  or  more  barbel, 
which  she  had  decapitated,  skinned,  split  length¬ 
ways,  and  the  backbones  removed. 

Mrs.  Harris  was  a  clever  cook,  who  catered 
capitally  for  her  customers,  as  many  an  angler 
could  testify. 

The  barbel  were  served  up,  some  filleted  with 
white  sauce,  others  fried  in  egg'and  bread  crumbs — 
in  fact  so  cleverly  disguised  that  they  “  passed 
muster  ”  for  delicious  soles  and  plaice,  and  were 
immensely  enjoyed  by  her  guests  ;  as  they  also 
were  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe  and  myself  at  dinner, 
later  in  the  day.  _  Alfred  Jardin*. 

PIKE  FISHING  AT  BARFORD. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  can  scarcely  find  a 
better  spot  than  Barford  and  the  neighbouring 
villages  for  really  good  pike  fishing. 

The  enclosed  is  a  cutting  from  a  local  paper  sent 
me  by  some  friends,  who  no  doubt  thought  it 
strange  that  I  should  be  fishing  for  two  or  three 
days  in  a  neighbourhood  where  I  am  so  well 
known  and  not  call  upon  them.  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  unfortunately  I  am  not  the  gentle¬ 
man  named.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised,  however, 
at  the  good  sport  obtained,  as  I  have  on  many 
occasions  had  good  takes  of  pike  from  Barford, 
Blunham,  Tempsford,  and  other  places  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Of  recent  years  the  fishing  has  been  rented, 
principally  by  private  individuals,  who  make  a 
small  charge  for  the  privilege  of  angling  in  the 
Ouse  ;  but  the  charge  is  merely  nominal — some¬ 
thing  like  one  shilling  a  day — and  no  one  should 
complain  of  this,  because  the  water  is  well  looked 
after,  and  the  fishing  is,  as  a  consequence,  very 
materially  improved. 

Your  correspondent  should  book  to  Blunham 
(L.  and  N.W.R.)  or  Tempsford  (G.N.R.),  when  he 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  plenty  of  fishing. 
St.  Neots  also,  on  the  G.N.R.,  is  a  very  good 
station  for  the  pike  angler,  and  here  there  is  some 
free  fishing.  He  will  be  very  comfortably  accom¬ 
modated  by  Mr.  Nash,  at  the  Half  Moon  Inn. 

Mr.  Nash  is  well  known  among  the  lovers  of 
chess,  and  has  proved  himself  no  mean  antagonist 
to  the  redoubtable  Blackburn.  He  is  also  a  very 
fine  billiard  player  and  a  thoroughly  good  all¬ 
round  sportsman. — Yours,  &c.,  Esox. 

“  Great  Barford.— On  Monday  last,  the  9th  inst.,  Mr. 
T.  Arhon  and  Mr.  J.  Emery  had  a  day’s  fishing  in  the  river 
Ouse  at  Great  Barford,  and  had  some  excellent  sport,  Mr. 
Emery  taking  six  jack,  weighing  about  251b. ;  the  largest 
weighed  71b.  Mr.  Emery  during  three  days’  fishing  landed 
eighteen  jack.  Mr.  Arbon  took  two  roach  at  one  time, 
having  two  hooks  on  his  line;  the  two  roach  weighed 
lib.  13oz.,  and  two  chub,  one  weighing  about  2ilb.,  on  a 
roach  line.  The  fish  were  in  good  condition,  and  the  water 
was  excellent  for  jack.  At  this  season  of  the  year  anyone 
angling  for  roach  is  sure  to  catch  larger  fish  than  in  the 
summer.”  _ 

FISHING  JERSEYS. 

Dear  Sir, — You  published  a  letter  two  seasons 
ago,  telling  of  some  fishing  jerseys  made  by 
poor  women  in  the  Rosses,  co.  Donegal.  May  I 
tell  some  of  those  good  fishermen  who  afterwards 
applied  to  me  for  these  jerseys,  that  Mr.  Cording, 
of  Piccadilly,  is  undertaking  to  sell  them  for  us 
at  present  ?  He  has  also  got  some  long  wading 
stockings  and  thick  socks,  suitable  for  fishers,  and 
made  by  the  same  women. 

Perhaps  I  may  add  that  I  have  lately  sent  some 
patterned  shooting  stockings  and  other  wares  to 
the  “  Home  Industries  ”  depot,  15,  Princes-street, 
Hanover-square,  where  they  may  be  bought  from 
the  superintendents. 

This  work,  now  growing  and  prospering  year 
by  year,  is  of  material  service  to  the  inhabitants 
of  a  most  remote  district.  I  am  still  responsible 
for  all  cost  of  production,  but  have  been  obliged 
to  forego  the  supplying  part  of  the  business,  as  I 
am  leaving  London. 


With  many  thanks  for  all  your  previous  kind¬ 
ness  to  us  in  this  matter. — I  am,  your  faithful 
servant,  Dorothea  Roberts. 

5,  Queen’s  Gate-place,  S.W. 

[We  should  be  glad  to  know  if  socks  can  be  had 
not  longer  than  to  come  half  way  up  to  the  knee, 
to  wear  outside  the  waders  to  prevent  the  sand 
and  gravel  which  get  into  the  brogues,  from 
injuring  the  waders.  We  find  the  ordinary  wool 
socks  shrink  so  when  wet  that  it  is  often  difficult 
to  get  them  over  the  foot.  Good  socks  for  this 
purpose  would  be  a  boon  to  salmon  and  trout  an¬ 
glers;  there  should  be  no  colour  about  them. — Ed.] 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  MR.  C.  T.  GREENE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  committee  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Pre¬ 
servation  Society,  held  recently,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  decided  to  mark  the  completion  of  Mr.  C. 
J.  Greene’s  twenty-first  year  as  honorary  secre¬ 
tary  by  presenting  him  with  a  substantial  testi¬ 
monial. 

In  asking  you  to  support  the  scheme}  I  need 
scarcely  point  out  how  great  have  been  the  ser¬ 
vices  rendered  by  Mr.  Greene  in  the  cause  of 
freshwater  fishery  legislation.  It  is  not,  perhaps, 
too  much  to  say  that  the  practical  success  of  the 
*•  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fishery  Act  of  1877  ”  is  in  a 
great  measure  due  to  his  exertions. 

It  may  be  known  to  you  that  Mr.  Greene’s  re¬ 
cent  illness  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to 
retire  from  business,  but  I  am  happy  to  state  his 
health  has  so  far  improved  that  he  will  very 
shortly  be  able  to  resume  his  duties  as  secretary 
of  the  society. — Yours  faithfully, 

Harry  Brittain,  Hon.  Sec.  Testimonial  Fund. 

The  Cedars,  Blofield,  Norwich. 
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FISHING  IN  CEYLON  AND  AT  MACROON, 
IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  about  fly  and  mahseer  fishing  in 
Ceylon ;  and  also  salmon  fishing  (free)  near 
Macroon,  Ireland?  If  you  could  kindly  let  me 
know  this  at  your  convenience  you  will  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  G.  C.  C. 


FIRST  MENTION  OF  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  28th  ult.,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Bolding  quotes  Pulman’s  Yade  Mecum  of  1851  as 
mentioning  dry-fly  fishing;  I  find  in  the  first 
edition  of  this  work,  published  in  1841,  the 
following  passage  at  page  49  : — 

“  If  the  wet  and  heavy  fly  be  exchanged  for  a 
dry  and  light  one,  and  passed  in  artist-like  style 
over  the  feeding  fish,  it  will,  partly  from  the  simple 
circumstance  of  its  buoyancy,  be  taken  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  as  greedily  as  the  living  insect 
itself.  We  admit,  however,  that  to  ensure  this, 
imitation  of  the  predominant  species,  at  least  as 
regards  colour  and  size,  is  required ;  opining  that 
if  the  dry  fly  be  widely  different  in  these  respects, 
the  fish  will  be  surprised  and  startled  at  the 
novelty  presented,  and  suspend  feeding  until  the 
appearance  of  its  known  and  familiar  prey.” 

This  passage  again  appears  in  the  second 
edition,  published  in  1846,  at  page  84. — Yours 
truly,  R.  Proud. 

Warrington. 


March  7,  1891.] 

GREEN  CRABS. 

*  i?R-  Emerson’s  Charming  Volume,  “Wild  Life 
0N  A  TlDAL  W  ater,”  by  Permission  of  the  Author. 

Tuas  a  beautiful  evening,  the  tide  was  ebbing, 
yet  the  water  in  our  drain  appeared  quite  smooth, 
a  though  a  warm,  light,  southerly  breeze  was 
blowing  The  course  of  the  drain  was  clearly 
denned  by  this  smooth  water-way.  Indeed  this 
ighway  wandering  past  our  door  was  marked  out 
by  lines  of  foam,  outside  of  which  the  shallow 
water  on  the  flats  danced  in  an  endless  turmoil 
of  wavelets,  shifting,  glistening,  shimmering,  and 
moving  restlessly  in  the  soft  sunshine.  As  the 
water  cleared  off  the  flats  I  hid  myself  behind  a 
box  on  the  stern  of  the  house-boat  to  watch  the 
green  crabs,  for  they  are  very  sharp-eyed. 
Already  the  weed  had  grown  round  our  sides,  and 
ung  at  low  water  in  festoons  from  the  slimy 
timbers.  I  had  baited  the  mud  at  the  water’s 
edge  with  shrimps,  and  now  awaited  anxiously  my 
guests.  I  had  not  long  to  wait,  they  soon  came 
scrambling  up  the  mud,  and  running  in  and  out  of 
the  sea-weed  hanging  to  the  boat.  I  could  hear 
t  eir  hard  claws  and  bodies  clattering  on  the 
planks.  A  few  had  gathered  round  the  shrimps, 
Dut  I  picked  out  conspicuous  groups  for  study.  A 
duel  on  a  lump  of  mud  first  attracted  my  attention. 

I  wo  lusty  crabs  were  fighting  for  a  shrimp’s  tail. 

I  hey  placed  4in.  of  mud  between  themselves,  the 
lappy  possessor  of  the  cause  of  war  fighting  on 
the  defensive.  He  opened  his  claws  wide  apart, 
and  brandished  them  in  challenge.  His  opponent 
raised  his  right  claw  high  in  the  air,  rushing  at  his 
enemy  with  fiery  onslaught.  But  the  knight  in 
possession  stood  firmly,  crouching  down  on  his 
hairy  legs  to  receive  the  attack.  They  closed, 
and  the  clash  of  armour  as  their  carapaces  struck 
together  was  quite  audible  from  my  coign  of 
vantage.  Directly  they  closed  the  right-armed 
champion  made  a  dive  with  his  right  claw  and 
seized  the  piece  of  shrimp  from  beneath  the  maw 
of  the  crab  in  possession;  but,  after  a  little 
sparring,  he  dropped  it  and  retired  to  the  back  of 
the  ring  preparatory  for  a  second  round.  Again 
the  right-handed  knight  made  a  valiant  rush,  but 
he  was  met  by  a  fence  which  nearly  toppled  him 
into  the  mud.  Then  they  closed  and  grappled 
with  each  other,  but  without  apparent  satisfaction 
to  either  warrior.  This  manoeuvre  was  repeated 
several  times,  so  the  God  above,  who  was  getting 
bored,  interfered,  and  touched  each  one  with  a 
ong  stick  lightly  on  the  back ;  quick  as  lightning 
they  crouched  their  dwarfish  bodies  in  the  soft 
mud  and  began  to  work  themselves  silently  out 
of  sight.  In  a  very  short  time  they  were  invisible. 

1  saw  at  a  distance  a  little  crab  eating  a  piece 
of  shrimp  with  his  left  arm,  whilst  keeping  off  an 
importunate  enemy  with  his  right  claw.  Some 
of  these  greedy  adventurers  would  crawl  straight 
up  rom  the  water  to  the  bait,  seize  a  piece, 
scurry  oft  and  hide  behind  a  lump  of  mud,  where, 
feeling  secure,  they  would  crouch  in  their  hateful 
way  and  devour  their  prey.  I  once  saw  an 
octopus  at  Naples  hug  a  crab  under  one  arm 
wfulst  he  ate  his  brother  with  another.  They  are 
ut  company,  these  terrible  monsters,  and  it  is  their 
human  like  actions  that  make  them  so  loathsome. 

Joey  had  cast  a  few  bloater-heads  on  to  the 
mud,  and  two  or  three  large  crabs  (the  largest  I 
saw  were  four  inches  across  the  greatest  diameter 
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the  J>ody)  7?ro  actually  stalking  these  heads, 
ihey  advanced  in  a  body,  marching  in  open  order, 
seeking  cover,  like  riflemen  as  they  skirmish,  in 
the  depressions  of  gunners’  footsteps  left  in  the 
mud.  They  evidently  did  not  know  what  those 
herring-heads  were,  and  they  approached  them 
cautiously,  fearing  an  ambush.  It  was  very  funny 
to  watch  these  pigmies  dodging  swiftly  over 
hummocks  and  creeping  through  hollows,  until 
the  leading  crab  (all  these  adventurers  were  old 
and  scarred)  drew  near  to  the  advance  guard  of 
herring-heads,  when  he  stood  twitching  his  claws 
nervously  for  a  moment,  then  making  a  dash  he 
came  off  triumphantly  with  a  bloater’s  head. 
Heating  a  hasty  retreat  to  the  water’s  ed<*e  he 
crouched  down  and  began  to  tear  and  eat  it  in  his 
repulsive  and  even  human  manner.  I  have 
caught  some  of  these  loathsome  creatures,  and 
taken  them  on  to  the  dry,  hard  flat.  Placing  one 
on  .the  slub  he  would  run  for  a  little  way,  and, 
seemg  that  all  paths  of  escape  were  shut  off,  he 
would  suddenly  turn  on  to  his  back,  spread  his 
beet  and  claws  out  loosely,  and  feign  death. 

T1  keeP  up  this  ruse  for  hours,  if  necessary, 
until  the  flood  comes  to  their  rescue.  At  times  I 
have  seen  them  eat  pieces  of  bad  fruit,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  afterwards  I  saw  them  sitting 
in  melancholy  attitudes  along  the  water-side  with 
their  claws  on  their  stomachs,  but  I  will  not  vouch 
that  they  suffered  much,  and  that  this  was  not  a 
flight  of  the  imagination.  I  have  seen  a  crab 
hugging  a  half-shrimp  under  its  arm,  the  shrimp’s 
feelers  sticking  up  in  the  air  and  looking  for  all 
e  world  as  though  the  shrimp  were  the  crab’s 
bahy,  and  the  crab  the  shrimp’s  nurse.  The 
young  crabs  seem  to  go  sideways  as  a  means  of 
progression  far  oftener  than  the  older  crabs,  who 
rarely  go  aslant,  unless  to  dodge  an  enemy.  They 
look  loathsome  as  they  half  swim,  half  crawl 
through  the  shallow  water ;  it  adds  a  new  terror 
to  their  appearance.  Altogether  they  are  a  green- 
brown,  filthy  family,  hateful  to  behold. 

More  of  them  have  gathered  round  the  shrimps 
now, and  they  drag  themselves  through  the  noisome 
mud  carrying  tit-bits  to  their  horrid  maws  with 
their  claws.  One  old  brown  crab  fearful  in  aspect 
as  he  waded  through  the  shallow  water  on  the 
flat  waving  his  arms,  which  looked  like  human 
stumps,  so  graceless  and  clumsy  were  his  move¬ 
ments.  As  he  neared  the  morsel  of  shrimp  lying 
on  the  mud,  he  arose  in  his  footsteps  and  darted 
out  one  of  his  stumps  upon  the  shrimp,  clutching 
it  with  greed,  the  greed  of  the  miser.  ’Twas  a 
terrible  picture !  Another  ghoul  of  full  growth 
came  and  rested  on  the  ooze  quite  close  to  me.  I 
was  fascinated  by  his  bestial  actions,  so  human 
were  they  in  movement  and  sentiment.  He  fixed 
his  claws  into  a  sole’s  eye  and  tried  to  tear  it  from 
the  socket;  when  that  attempt  failed,  he  neatly 
dissected  and  removed  the  sclerotic  with  his 
sharp  razor-like  claw ;  then,  holding  the  sole’s 
head  with  one  claw,  he  attempted  to  tear  out  the 
eye  with  the  other.  It  was  a  ghastly  sight ! 

eing  a  superficial  anatomist,  he  had  not  thought 
of  the  remaining  attachments.  Still,  nothing 
daunted,  like  an  ogre,  he  grasped  the  eye  tenderly 
m  both  claws,  and,  crouching,  fixed  his  fearful 
maw  into  the  luscious  morsel,  sucking  its  iuices 
like  a  guilty  thing.  When  he  was  satisfied  he 
drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height,  and  stood  con¬ 
templating  the  rest  of  the  head.  Then  I  could 


ly-ffe  the  c?ld.' cruel,  triangular,  inhuman 
face,  with  eyes  set  wide  apart,  with  cruel  hairy 

fTeina'n leS  Tu  face.  the  whole  expression 

being  one  of  brutal  lust,  without  one  ray  of  light 

had  L6,  dre,adiul  countenance.  Methinks 

the  vffalf  nf  Py  diriaWU  a  giant  crab  Peking  a‘ 
tlie  vitals  of  Prometheus,  every  one  would  have 

trembled  as  they  read.  No  hideous  monsters  of 

man  s  imagination  will  ever  be  so  hateful  as  the 

crab  and  octopus.  This  dreadful  ugliness  is  not 

noticed  by  the  casual  observer,  but  it  is  there. 

ihe  beauty  and  ugliness  of  Nature  lie  side  by  side 

and  the  artist  finds  both,  though  he  doe^  not 

always  speak  of  them. 

,  ^be,s,hn“Ps  were  finished,  so  the  crabs  began 
to  hunt  for  living  food,  and  I  soon  noticed  that  their 
prey  was  not  far  off.  The  sand  was  full  of  shrimps 

fhfflh8  aRd  basikiag  m  the  water.  I  observed 
that  they  lie  buried  till  the  tide  flows  over  them, 
when  they  rise  from  their  sandy  beds.  The  whole 
family  of  crabs,  varying  in  size  from  babies  with 
Mnelds  the  size  of  sixpence  to  the  old  and  coral- 
marked  pirates,  seem  to  walk  about  among  the 
shrimps  at  their  own  sweet  will.  Suddenly  one 
of  the  predatory  band  makes  a  dart  and  seizes  a 
shrimp.  At  times,  however,  and  often  too,  the 
shrimp  is  the  quicker  ;  it  contracts  its  body,  gives 
a  bop,  and  disappears,  leaving  a  cloud  of  sandy 
water  behind.  Sometimes  the  active  little  prey 
dodges  behind  the  crab.  The  older  crabs  chase 
the  shrimps  to  the  seaweed,  where  they  fall  an 
easy  prey.  Then  you  see  the  quivering  shrimp 
disappear  in  the  miniature  gulf. 

Joey’s  gruff  voice  announcing  dinner  brought 
my  crab-studies  suddenly  to  an  end. 

SINGLE  AND  DOUBLE-WINGED  FLOAT¬ 
ING  TROUT  FLIES  ;  ITALIAN  GUT. 


.  MRS-  IhciHARDsoN,  wife  of  Mr.  Richardson,  fish¬ 
ing  tackle  maker,  Kingston-on-Thames,  called  on 
U8  y1®  other  day,  at  the  recommendation  of  an 
old  friend,  to  show  us  some  of  her  double  and 
single-wing  floating  trout  flies.  After  a  careful 
examination,  we  told  Mrs.  R.  that  we  certainly 
had  never  seen  better  work,  whether  amateur  or 
professional.  Every  part  of  the  fly  shows  the 
care  and  knowledge  which  everyone  appreciates 
who  likes  good  work  ;  the  double  wings  are  so 
well  put  on  that  you  have  to  look  carefully  before 
you  can  see  they  are  double.  Mrs.  R.  charges 
three  shillings  a  dozen  for  these,  and  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  a  dozen  for  the  single  wings,  and 
they  are  well  worth  it  ;  the  extra  work  is  well 
worth  the  extra  sixpence.  Mrs.  R.  makes  all 
herself,  and  says  she  finds  no  difficulty  in  selling 
pretty  well  all  she  can  make,  her  customers  being 
among  the  best  dry-fly  anglers  living.  The  only 
fault  we  can  find  is  that  the  eyes  of  the  hooks 
are  much  too  small,  and  in  ordering  we  shall  in 
future  ask  for  larger  eyes,  such  as  will  take  a  bit 
of  fine  undrawn  gut  when  you  want  to  put  a 
No.  00  over  a  big  fellow  who,  if  you  hook  him, 
will  want  holding.  We  are  every  season  more 
convinced  that  where  fish  run  between  one 
and  three  pounds,  you  will  not  hook  so  many,  but 
you  will  kill  three  times  as  many  if  you  use  fine 
stained  whole  gut  in  piace  of  drawn  gut,  and 
alwaxjs  test  your  cast  well ;  it  is  much  better  to 
smash  it  before  hooking  a  good  fish  than  after. 

( Continued  on  page  152.) 
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Ventilated  Fishing*  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,  &c 

*  **  *  *  ^*  -  ■■■  |  |  M  M  ,  t  ^  ' 
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loz 

Among  the  samples  Mrs.  Richardson  showed 
us  we  can  specially  recommend  her  , 

(1)  Green  Olive  Dun,  with  horse-hair  body 

ribbed  with  silver.  .  , 

(2)  Olive  Dun,  with  horse-hair  body. 

(3)  Golden  Dun.  ,  .  ,  , 

(4)  Light  Dun,  with  liorse-hair  body. 

(5)  Hare’s  Ear,  with  liorse-hair  body. 

(6)  Red  Spinner,  with  hare’s  ear  legs  (M  . 
Senior  ought  to  get  some  of  this  pattern). 

(7)  Orange  Dun,  with  horse-hair  body. 

(8)  Red  Quill. 

TThe^horse-hair  bodies,  as  made  by  Mrs.  Richard- 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

son,  have  a  transparent,  glossy,  life-like  appear¬ 
ance,  far  in  front  of  any  quill,  as  quill  is  not 

transparent.  . 

Mrs.  Richardson  also  brought  for  our  inspection 
some  Italian  silkworm  gut,  very  long  and  fine, 
and  some  of  the  strands  of  excellent  quality  as  re¬ 
gards  roundness  and  strength  ;  but  we  advise  Mrs. 
Richardson  not  to  sell  any  hanks  in  its  present 
form  at  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  hundred, 
but  to  weed  out  all  the  poor  weak  strands  and 
charge  a  higher  price.  We  should  say  not  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  strands  of  this  beautiful  looking 
Italian  gut  is  of  any  use  to  anybody.  It  they 
were  all  as  good  as  they  look,  the  hank  would  be 
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cheap  at  three  times  the  price.  Mrs.  Richardson 
also  sells  excellent  three  yard  tapered  fly-casts 
tapered  from  natural  to  4in.  drawn  gut  ;  price, 
eleven  shillings  per  dozen.  _ _ 

Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment—  Glad  Tidings.— Some 
constitutions  have  a  tendency  to  rheumatism,  and  are,  throughout 
the  year,  borne  down  by  its  protracted  tortures.  Let  such  suf¬ 
ferers  bathe  the  affected  parts  with  warm  brine,  and  afterwards 
rub  in  the  soothing  Ointment.  They  will  find  it  the  best  means 
of  lessening  their  agony,  and,  assisted  by  Holloway  s  Pills,  the 
surest  way  of  overcoming  their  disease.  More  need  not  be  said 
than  to  reiiuest  a  few  days’  trial  of  this  safe  and  soothing  treat¬ 
ment  bv  which  the  disease  will  ultimately  be  completely  swept 
away’  Pain3  that  would  make  a  giant  shudder  are  assuaged 
without  difficulty  by  Holloway’s  easy  and  inexpensive  remedies, 
which  comfort  by  moderating  the  throbbing  vessels  and  calming 
the  excited  nerves. 


Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  th.  Cha^DlckenB' 


rwruo  tpmptKSTATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 
CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 


Est.  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1884. 


HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

^mnn  n  TITPITT?  TMP- 


. W-  *  Appointments  to  ““  "  P'‘”' 

Bp.ATnvRT.T.’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 

As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  “ Fishing  Gazette,"  and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST,  AITD  ATTENDANCE  FOR  6s. 


Figure  1  shows  how  Spring  of-our  “  Flexible  Grip"  Bods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 

Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 

Gonornl  Catalogue  G8  nages  illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containing  fishery  map  of  Ireland, 
.peoially  drawn  for Bthe  wofk  ’by  J  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  post-free,  3d.  Samples  of  Ulster  Silk  Lines,  post- 
free.  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND , 

JOS,  BBADDELL  8s  SOU,  21,  Castle  Plaoe,  BELFAST. 
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PRACTICAL  IN  EVERY 
DETAIL. 

!  WEAR  GUARANTEED. 


SALMON 


Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 


rile  Nc.  1  quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR; 

Hie  No.  2  quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK;  ,  ^  v  .  ,  ,  ,  -  TTflHT 

rhe  No.  3  quality  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21bs.),  are  intended  for  LIGHI 
SUMMER  WEAR  and  will  he  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some  nistanc 
to  his  Fishing. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  wiSi 

37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 

And  at  9  &  10,  High  Street,  Bristol;  and  8,  Queen  Street,  Cardiff;  Works-Bow  Road,  E. 
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______  SATURDAY,  MARCH  7,  1891. 


HUprts  from  Clubs 

a&Stt  -%s 

Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
jwrw'  w.ar*cd  Olub  Report  oufsfde  envelope. 
Fost  Cat  a  Reports  pref  erred  unless  for  special  meetings 


Anglers  Association. — The  members  of  the  Genera^ 

SftI2SwetTniit  °i!V  M£nd27  last,  the  2nd  inst.,  at  the 
lr/11;  Mr'  5*  Murphy,  the  chairman  of  the 
chair  8  an<*  I  resei'vatlon  Committee,  was  voted  to  the 

o.,!ih,Cu"-linut,e's  °-f  th,e  last  committee  meeting,  held  on  the 
-nd  ultimo,  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  vice-pre- 
Sl,  hi* [arrival  suggested  the  advisability  of  taking 

an  omce  for  the  association.  The  meeting  unanimously 
agreed  to  recommend  the  delegates  doing  so.  The  secre- 
taij  suggested  that  one  could  be  secured  on  the  ground 
floor  of  No.  166,  Murray-street,  New  North-road,  shortly 
alter  quarter  day,  as  he  proposed  moving  there;  his  present 
pulled  down  1Ch  hC  ha“  resided  so  long  would  shortly  be 

8eieral  other  matters  of  importance  were  also  trans¬ 
acted  bearing  upon  the  great  future  of  the  association, 
which  will  shortly  be  in  possession  of  no  less  than  ten 
fisheries,  situate  in  the  north,  east,  and  western  districts, 
the  united  rentals  of  which  will  be  no  less  than  T130  15s 
per  annum. 

/I  he  secretary  reported  that  the  association  possessed 
three  hundred  and  sixty  members,  being  an  increase  of  one 
hundred  and  forty -four  over  last  year. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair¬ 
man  at  10.55  p.m. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers  Association,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  March  9th,  at  8.30.  Notice.— Jack 
and  perch  fishing  will  close  in  the  river  Lea  on  Saturday, 
March  14th.  The  whole  of  the  private  backwaters  in  the 
river  Lea  will  close  for  all  fishing  on  Saturday,  March  14th, 
from  Enfield  Lock  to  Flanders  Weir,  including  Mr.  C. 
Coventry’s  fishery.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  the  above  list  on 
Tuesday,  the  Lth  inst.,  at  the  St.  George’s  A.S.,  Prince  of 
M  ales,  St.  George's-road,  Peckham.  As  this  society  is  re¬ 
presented  at  every  visit  on  both  lists  I  hope  they  will 
receive  a  bumper.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Western  District.— The 
next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Cambridge  Friendly,  at  the 
Mason  s  Arms,  Tirchborne-street,  Edgcware-road,  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  11th.  This  being  their  first  visit  at  the 
new  clubhouse.  Ihopeto  see  agood  muster. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — The  next  meeting  of 
the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  March  13, 
at  8.  30.— R.  Ghurney,  hon.  sec. 

AUason  Piscatorial  Society,  Golborne  Liberal  Club, 
Portobello-road,  Notting-hill. — A  few  of  our  members 
turned  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  to  fish  for  five  prizes,  but  did 
not  have  a  very  large  show.  The  successful!  members 
being:  Messrs.  Hammans,  Miller,  Newell,  Pilgrim,  and 
Smith.— W.  Miller,  secretary. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Allason- 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate.  W.— The  usual 
business  of  the  above  society  was  got  through,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  I 
hope  those  members  who  wifi  compete  in  the  competition 
at  Langley,  on  the  8th  inst.,  will  remember  the  Benevolent 
Box  at  the  North  Star,  as  I  am  sure  it  ought  to  be 
patronised,  and  small  donations  will  be  thankfully  received. 
Mr.  Gittings,  a  local  resident,  has  promised  a  donation  of 
five  shillings  to  be  fished  fo.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  nice  show  of 
fish  on  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Harding  showing  chub,  roach, 
and  dace ;  also  Mr.  Haynes  with  roach.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  March  18th  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  trust 
members  will  show  up  and  make  themselves  eligible,  as 
the  annual  supper  is  shortly  on  hand.  There  is  some  im¬ 
portant  business  to  be  brought  forward  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  good  muster.  Donors 
of  prizes  will  kindly  send  their  prizes  in  at  once.— W.  II. 
Potter. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— Members  are  informed  that 
our  last  outing  this  season,  will  take  place  at  Woking,  on 
March  8,  when  a  series  of  prizes  will  be  fished  for,  all  to  go 
and  return  together.  Peg-down.  Several  of  ours  were  out 
on  March  1,  and  the  following  had  fish  :— Mr.  Bird,  jun., 
chub  and  dace  ;  largest  chub,  21b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Lauranco,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  Cooper,  dace.— J.  Rich,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun. 
Great  Sucton-street,  Goswell-road.  —  On  the  1st  inst, 
several  of  our  members  were  out,’ but  were  not  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  only  one  member  having  fish,  Mr.  McCormack 
showing  a  very  nice  jack.  On  March  8  our  members  have 
five  half-guinea  prizes  to  fish  for,  for  the  last  outing  of 
the  season.  Also  the  next  return  visit  of  the  No.  2  Eastern 
District  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  Mondav,  16th 
March,  when  due  notice  will  be  sent  to  the  different 
angling  clubs,  and  hope  to  receive  a  good  visit.— E.  R. 
Embleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kcnt-road.— At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  it  was  decided  to  fish  at  Windsor  for  the  March 
series  of  prizes  on  March  8.  Mr.  Watkins  had  61b.  15oz., 
dace,  &c.,  from  the  Thames :  Mr.  Palmer,  from  Pul- 
borough,  31b.  3}oz. ;  and  Mr.  Barrett,  31b.  9ioz.— A.  G. 
Smith,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kcnt-road.— We  had  asplendid 
show  of  fish  on  the  1st  inst.,  our  trays  being  well 
filled.  Mr.  Howard  with  roach  and  dace,  four  of  the  latter 
being  specimen  fish,  the  largest  lib.  l|oz.  The  following 
members  weighed  in  a  large  quantity  of  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Thames:— Mr.  Scutt,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tucker  and 
Mr.  Savage.  We  fish  for  several  prizes  at  Sunbury  on  the 
8th  March.  All  members  to  gp  by  first  train.  Our  visit 
on  Friday  last  was  a  great  success,  seventeen  clubs  being 
well  represented.  I  wish  to  thank  those  gentlemen  for  the 
hearty  support  we  received  from  them.  Mr.  John  Hughes 
and  Mr.  E.  Warman  proposed  as  working  members.— 
J,  Tucker,  sec. 


Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  members  of  this  club 
had  a  match  on  March  1,  at  Egham,  for  four  prizes,  one 
ouly  being  taken  by  T.  Gloster,  sen.  The  last  match  of 
the  season  for  nine  valuable  prizes,  will  take  place  on 
March  8,  roving,  all  fish  to  weigh,  no  limit.  On  Tuesday 
w°  receive  a  visit  of  the  South  London 
V  lsitmg  Clubs,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  all 
brother  anglers.  Mr.  J.  Depledge  has  kindly  consented  to 
read  a  paper,  entitled  “A  Sketch  of  the  River  Wey,”  at  this 
club,  _  on  Tuesday,  Marbh  24.  Anglers’  united  takes  on 


tribution  of  prizes,  will  take  place  on  April  28.— Geo. 
Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— The  members  of  the  above  fished  a  competi- 
tion  for  their  March  series  of  prizes  on  the  1st  inst.  Con- 
ditions,  roving;  Thames  only;  with  the  following  result : 
H.  Patman,  first,  roach  ;  J.  Smith,  second,  roach  ;  A.  Conn, 
tlurd,  two  jack  ;  G.  Armstrong,  fourth,  roach  ;  W.  Taylor, 
y1  ’,,roa9^,’  Messrs.  Dodson,  H.  Bryan,  and  Allum  also 
had  lib.  of  fish  each. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark  street.— Messrs.  Fred  and  Jas.  Barker  weighed 
in  roach,  and  Mr.  Hacker,  roach  and  chub.  Two  new 
members  were  proposed  on  the  4th  inst,  “Old  Izaak’s” 
reading  on  “  Datchet  ”  was  a  great  success  on  the  1st  inst. 
t  he  thanks  of  the  Blackfriars  are  due  to  Mr.  Cox  for  his 
clever  reading  ;  to  Mr.  Beckett  for  his  able  occupation  of 
the  chair ;  and  to  those  clubs  whose  representatives  were 
present  on  the  occasion.  We  were  glad  to  see  several 
!  warriors  ”  present  in  their  “war-paint.”  They  had  only 
lust  returned  from  the  “war-path,”  although  from  the 
number  of  rods  in  evidence  it  might  iustly  bo  termed  the 
‘  beaten  track.”— G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Rich 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  the  heaviest  going  lib. 
7|oz..  which  has  been  given  to  the  club  to  be  preserved. 
Mr.  Young  also  weighed  in  iack  from  the  Lea.— D.  Warren. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms,  Bomore-road, 
Notting-hill. — Mr.  Holder  has  kindly  given  the  club  a  silver 
cup,  also  Mr.  Griffiths  a  money  prize,  to  be  fished  for  on  the 
8th  inst.,  at  the  Running  Pound,  Uxbridge.— H.  Hamilton, 
secretary. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  Our  return  visit  on 
Monday,  the  23rd  ult.,  was  a  success,  notwithstanding  the 
fog,  and  great  thanks  and  credit  are  due  to  those  who  were 
present  and  helped  to  make  it  a  success.  Twenty-seven 
clubs  responded  to  the  roll  call,  and  a  most  enjoyublo 
evening  was  spent.  Our  Benevolent  box  was  opened  and 
found  to  contain  £3.  Mr.  Murphy,  in  returning  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund,  complimented  our 
worthy  chairman,  Mr.  Jennings,  for  the  great  zeal  and 
energy  he  showed  in  working  for  that  society.  The  follow¬ 
ing  have  had  fish  since  our  last  report.  Mr.  Taylor.  71b. 
roach  and  dace  ;  Holman,  81b.  ditto  ;  Burningham,  31,1b. 
dace  ;  Revett,  5Jlb.  jack;  Hoare.  91b.  roach;  Bernard,  101b. 
jack,  roach,  and  perch  ;  Clark,  31b.  roach.— J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkley  Castle, 
Rahare-street,  Goswell-road. — W e  had  a  very  fair  show  of 
fish  on  the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  Harris  winning  our  daily  prize  with 
141b.  8}oz.  He  had  a  very  nice  jack,  weighing  71b.  15oz.: 
Mr.  Bass,  31b.  7oz.  roach  and  chub  ;  Mr.  Field,  roach  and 
perch,  31b.  44oz.;  Mr.  Hill,  lib.  2oz.  roach  :  Mr.  Maynard, 
jack,  21b.  13oz.;  Mr.  Gunston,  roach.— Hv.  Tame,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick  -  road,  Bromley,  E.  —  Since  my  last  report 
several  members  have  been  out,  with  very  poor  results. 
We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on  the  1st  inst.  by  Mr. 
Grainge,  who  had  841  b.  jack.  Members  please  note  that 
March  8  is  the  last  date  for  Mr.  Wilson’s  prize  ;  also  that 
the  end  of  the  month  is  the  end  of  our  financial  year,  when 
every  member  must  clear  the  books.— T.  H.,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.— We 
were  saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  Gurney,  who  weighed  in  jack. 
We  did  some  good  business  last  meeting  night.  We  made 
two  new  members,  Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  Howell.  Hope  to 
sec  members  come  up  next  Wednesday,  as  there  is  some 
business  to  be  done  to  elect  officers  for  this  year,  and  other 
business.— J.  Pether,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-strGet,  King’s 
Cross.— The  special  meeting  on  the  25th  ult.  was  fairly 
attended,  when  some  very  important  business  was  trans¬ 
acted — notably,  the  election  of  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
when  Mr.  P.  Brierly  was  unanimously  elected  to  the 
former  position,  and  Mr.  W.  Hill  selected  as  vice-chairman. 
The  following  members  were  successful  on  the  1st  :— 
Messsrs.  Biggs,  jun.,  Brierly,  W.  Hill,  A.  Hill,  Richards, 
with  creditable  shows  of  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon. — C. 
Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Society,  Mason’s  Arms, 
Ticliborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W. — The  next  return 
visit  (western  district)  will  take  place  to  the  above  on 
Wednesday  next  the  11th,  whenwe  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
see  any  friends  who  may  favour  us  with  their  company.— 
W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons, 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— I  regret  to 
inform  you  of  the  death  of  our  old  esteemed  friend  Mr. 
Townsend,  of  this  society,  who  died  on  the  24th  ult.— John 
Lawler. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange.  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Boxall  had 
111b.  8oz.  jack :  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  81b.  12oz.  jack  :  Mr. 
King,  roach,  111b.  12oz.  On  the  8th  inst.  we  fish  at  Cook- 
ham  for  several  prizes  to  finish  up  the  season  in  the 
Thames.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  March  1,  and 
good  sport  rewarded  their  efforts.  Those  that  weighed  in 
were  as  follows :— Messrs.  Fishburn,  J.  Tanner,  and  E. 
Wood,  roach  and  dace;  Smith,  jack;  Lake  and  Farnie, 
chub,  the  first-named  winning  second  prize  in  the  last 
outing  of  the  season.  Lsst  Wednesday  the  auditors 
examined  the  books  and  found  them  correct,  and  I  am  now 
pleased  to  say  there  is  a  weighty  balance  with  our 
treasurer.  I  beg  to  request  those  gentlemen  who  kindly 
promised  prizes  to  send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible.— E. 
W.  Wood,  hon.  sec. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society.— Our  members 
have  not  yet  recovered  from  their  long  holidays,  only 
three  turning  up  to  fish  in  the  Clerkenwell  match,  at 
Windsor,  on  the  15tli,  Mr.  Castell  weighing  in  dace  and 
gudgeon.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  McDonnell,  one  chub,  lib.  121oz., 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Lee’s  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
the  8th,  which  will  be  the  last  of  the  season,— C as. 


Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  1st  inst. 
the  following  members  weighed  in  fish Messrs.  E. 
Bowater,  81b.  114oz.,  roach;  F.  Robinson,  31b.  loz.,  roach  ; 
Moore,  21b.  14joz.,  bream;  Chapman,  lloz.,  roach;  and 
Turner,  21b.  6oz.,  roach.  On  3rd  inst. : — Mr.  Edwardes, 
121b.  8oz.,  chub  and  roach.  On  March  8,  we  fish  a  roving 
match  for  five  prizes,  members  to  go  where  they  please, 
but  not  before  the  morning  of  the  match  ;  all  fish  to  weigh, 
and  no  limit  as  to  weight  for  taking  prizes.— A.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  see. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— The  next  visit  rf 
the  above  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Robin  Hook  Southampton-street, 
Pentonville,  on  Monday  next,  March  9.— F.  Castell, 
hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobdcn  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— Only  three  members  weighed  in  on  March  1,  but  we 
had  a  very  decent  show.  Messrs.  E.  George  nnd  E.  Baxter, 
a  fine  show  of  dace  weighing  over  241b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Under¬ 
wood,  931b.  of  jack.— J.  T.  Camm.  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— Mr.  It.  B.  Brown  had  a  very  fine 
show  of  pike,  chub,  and  roach  at  the  club-house,  amongst 
them  being  several  good  specimen  fish.  Mr.  H.  Wells  also 
had  some  pike.  Several  others  have  been  out,  but  with 
little  success.  Members  will  please  forward  all  subscrip¬ 
tions  due  up  to  April  30  as  early  as  possible  to  t  he  secretary. 
— Alf.  E.  Evans,  see. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  theBrownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  1st  inst.,  most  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  met  with  very  little  sport.  The  only  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  any  fish  were  Messrs.  C.  Richardson,  chub 
and  roach ;  F.  Leggc,  perch ;  J.  Edwards,  two  very  nice 
roach;  W.  Midson.  roach;  and  Pocock,  dace.  On  March 
8  we  fish  a  boundary  match  at  Burnt  Mill,  for  several 
prizes.  Members  to  go  down  by  the  eight  o’clock  train 
from  Liverpool-street.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.— 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  Mr. 
H.  T.  Hazlewood,  caught  this  day  (Thursday)  in  our  private 
waters  at  Tottenham  a  magnificent  pike  weighing  21flb., 
which  will  no  doubt  adorn  our  club-room  later  on.  Several 
other  members  have  also  been  out,  but  with  no  results. — 
T.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park. 
N.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  1st  inst,  2(>lb.  of 
jack,  roach,  and  dace,  taken  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Baildham, 
Ellis,  Riggs,  and  Caborn.  Other  members  out,  but  not  so 
successful.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— The  members  fished  for  prizes  at  Pang- 
bourne  on  the  1st  inst.;  all  the  prizes  were  taken.  One  of 
our  members  brought  up  a  capital  show  of  roach,  the 
weight  was  2841b.  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  on  the 
15th  inst.,  all  start  by  first  train  ;  book  for  Rye  House  ;  the 
boundary  from  railway  bridge  to  St.  Margarets  Bridge, 
roam.— R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E.— On  the  2nd  inst.,  Messrs.  II.  C.  and  A.  J. 
Bryant  weighed  in  171b.  6oz.  of  fine  Thames  roach.  The 
members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  meeting 
on  the  19th  inst.— W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Lcyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  the  1st  inst.,  the  members 
of  the  above  were  out  in  strong  force,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  weighed  fish  :— Mr.  Carr,  seven  jack,  weighing 
261b. ;  H.  Cuddon,  81b.,  roach  and  jack  ;  G.  Weaver,  71b.. 
roach  and  dace ;  Messrs.  Bates,  Wheeler.  Squires  and 
Edwards  also  weighed  in  fish.  Total  weight,  501b.  Hope 
to  have  just  as  good  show  on  the  8th  inst.— G.  F. 
Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— The  following 
weighed  in  on  the  1st  inst.  from  the  Thames :— Messrs.  J. 
A.  Fitch,  31b.  6oz.  ;  A.  Hambridge.  61b.  6oz. ;  C.  Watling, 
51b.  loz. ;  C.  Large.  3lb.  lioz. ;  H.  Watling.  31b. ;  J.  Hewitt, 
31b.  loz.  From  other  waters,  S.  Parrott,  jack,  41b. ;  H. 
Proehl,  dace,  one  fish,  94oz. :  J.  K.  Fitch,  roach.  The  next 
Clerkenwell  and  District  Visit  will  be  paid  to  the  above 
society  on  Monday  next,  March  9.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal-hill. 
— Several  members  were  out  last  week  on  the  war-path, 
though  they  only  met  with  but  small  reward  for  their 
pains.  The  only  fish  weighed  in  of  any  consequence  were— 
Mr.  Toynbee,  two  gudgeon,  weighing  together  4foz.,  and 
a  male  pike,  weighing  1441b.,  caught  in  public  water  by 
our  chairman.  Mr.  J.  DryVlen,  the  bait  used  being  a  31b. 
chub.  The  fish  measured  30}in.  extreme  measurement, 
and  afforded  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour’s  play,  and  is  now 
in  Cooper’s  hands  for  preservation.  An  interesting  even¬ 
ing’s  business  was  terminated  by  harmony.— G.  J.  Toyn¬ 
bee,  hon  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  in  the 
chair.  A  new  member  was  elected.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  annual  dinner  on  the  17th  inst.  A  special  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  carryout  the  entertainments,  Sec., 
on  the  programme  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Mr. 
Young  reported  having  taken  a  41b.  pike  in  the  Thames; 
and  Dr.  Brunton,  a  2£lb.  tench  in  the  Lea,  with  spinning 
bait.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  read  a  paper  dealing  with  tl  e 
question  of  a  London  association  for  the  promotion  of  sea 
fishing,  going  most  minutely  and  elaborately  into  all  the 
various  proposed  details.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards 
awarded  to  him  ;  also  to  the  chairman  for  presiding.  On 
Tuesday,  (he  10th,  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms  will  read  a  paper  c.n 
“The  Upper  Thames,”  at  eight  o’clock. 

Hereford  Salmon  Angling  Association.— Mr.  E.  .1. 
Hatton  took  a  fish  1541b.  in  Holme  Lacy  Fishery  on  March 
3.— Hereford. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Plimsoll  Hotel,  St. 
Thomas’s-road,  Finsbury  Park.— Our  trays  were  well 
supplied  on  the  1st  inst.,  as  also  on  the  4th  inst..  with  a 
splendid  show  of  jack,  perch,  roach,  and  dace,  Mr.  Wymer 
having  over  171b.  of  jack,  roach,  and  perch,  the  heaviest 
scaling  lib.  12oz„  and'  Mr.  Fox  with  nearly  201b.  of  jack, 
perch,  and  roach.  Mr.  Burton  and  other  members  also 
weighed  in.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Very  few  mem¬ 
bers  out  on  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Norman  saved  us  from  a 
blank,  with  151b.  of  jack.— R.  Ghurnfy. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  the  1st 
instant,  the  following  weighed  in  ;— Messrs.  Pope  and  W. 
Wilson.  Messrs.  T.  Morris,  F.  Pain,  and  A.  Pain  also  had 
fish.  Mr.  Livcrsage,  by  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  accepted  re-election  as  secretary.  Clubs,  do  not  forget 
ur  old  and  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Crumplcn,  gives  us  a 
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reading  on  Tuesday,  March  17.  Our  room  is  not  over  large, 
and  I  do  hope  he  will  have  a  good  audience.  Everything 
will  be  done  to  make  the  evening  a  pleasant  and  enjoyable 
one.— Snap.  1 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— There  are  six  prizes; 
to  he  fished  on  March  8,  and  three  on  the  11th,  for 
particulars  and  conditions  see  last  weeks  issue  of  the; 
Fishing  Gazette.  As  announced  last  week,  the  members  , 
intend  having  a  tripe  supper  on  Wednesday,  the  18th. 
Those  who  intend  being  present  will  please  send  in  their 
names  to  the  secretary.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed  in 
jack  on  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  G.  Bliss  had  some  handsome 
perch,  and  our  friend,  the  Doctor,  had  some  pretty  roach, 
winning  a  special  prize  with  the  same.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  Feb.  27 
Mr.  H.  Challen  weighed  in  roach  and  bream,  and  on 
March  1  also  bream  and  roach,  best  bream,  21b.  8!,oz. ;  and 
Mr.  lde,  roach.— A.  Ide,  sec. 

Lady  oi  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Wheat- 
sheaf  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  W.— The  following  members 
have  weighed  in  during  the  week,  viz  : — Messrs.  C.  Ben- 
wcll  (secretary)  and  friend,  121b.  2oz.  of  pike  from  the 
Ouse:  B.  S.  Fountaine  (president),  71b.  3oz.  of  roach  and 
dace ;  J.  Hollyman,  senr.,  101b.  lOoz.  of  bream,  dace  and 
roach ;  G.  Dexter  (committee),  21b.  181oz.  of  dace  in  two 
hauls  at  Richmond  with  John  Brain,  senr.,  as  fisherman  ; 
and  W.  C.  Parkhurst  (committee),  171b.  loz.  of  chub,  lhe 
latter  take  was  the  ehef-d'ceuvrc  of  the  week  of  course. 
The  writer  does  not  remember  seeing  such  a  fine  show  ot 
chub  in  our  room  before,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
many  other  members  who  had  been  anxiously  waiting  Mr. 
Parkhurst’s  arrival  were  disappointed  at  not  being  present 
at  the  weighing  in,  but  the  fact  is  that  the  train  was  late. 
Members  are  reminded  not  to  forget  the  roving  match  to 
be  fished  for  on  the  8th.  The  sum  of  .€1  Is.  will  be  added 
from  the  club  funds  to  the  entrance  fee.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  beyond  those  mentioned  above  have  been  out  during 
the  week,  including  Messrs.  T.  B.  Collins,  R.  Jones,  r. 
Newcombe,  A.  B.  Mason,  F.  Salter,  T.  Salter  and  1. 
Warsap,  but  their  takes  were  small.  Rain  is  much  wanted. 
One  more  new  member  was  elected  last  Friday.— Crystal 
Hook.  „  ,,,  __ _ . 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road. — On  the  1st  inst.  a  good 
many  members  were  out,  the  result  being  a  good  show  of 
fish,  Mr.  Beesley  having  two  jack,  weight  101b.  6oz.,  and 
31b.  15oz.  of  roach  and  dace ;  Messrs.  White,  W  atling, 
Belton  and  Nelson  also  having  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Porter, 
one  jack.  I  beg  to  inform  members  that  they  are  allowed 
to  weigh  fish  until  March  29,  see  rules. — W.  \V  atling,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-street,  Ampthill-square,  N.W.— On  the 
1st  inst.  Mr.  Biggs  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  and 
W  Carr,  dace.  We  fish  for  the  Seymour  Brothers'  prizes 
.on  March  22,  roving,  at  Ware,  all  to  go  down  same  morning; 
Mr.  Biggs  having  resigned  the  secretarship  of  this  society, 
it  is  kindly  requested  that  communications  be  addressed  in 
future  to  the  present  secretary.— W.  Brown,  sec.  _ 
Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
— There  was  again  a  good  attendance  of  members  at  our 
meeting  last  week,  and  four  candidates  were  nominated 
for  election.  A  most  hearty  vote  of  sympathy  was  carried 
with  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Whittington,  for  the  injuries 
he  had  sustained  in  the  gallant  effort  made  by  him  to 
rescue  a  young  woman  whose  clothes  had  taken  fire,  and 
who,  unfortunately,  lost  her  life..  ResolvedJJiat  the  fishing 
season  be  inaugurated  by  a  visit  to  the  Knowsley  water 
on  Thursday  next,  the  12th  inst.  Three  prizes  will  be 
given  in  anglers'  requisites,  such  as  lhe  winners  may  select, 
for  the  three  best  takes;  club  limits;  to  fish  from  ten  to 

five,  and  weigh  in  at  club-house.— R.  Woolf all. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society.  Pine  Apple,  Carlisle- 
street,  Hdgware-road,  W. — On  the  1st  inst.,  our  members 
were  at  various  stations  on  the  Thames,  when  we  had 
some  good  shows  of  fish,  Mr.  A.  Clasp  heading  the  list  with 
71b.  of  roach,  Messrs.  Milburn,  Penfold,  and  Wyeth  having 
roach  ;  the  last-named  member,  while  jack  fishing,  hooked 
and  landed  a  splendid  trout,  weighing  about  91b.,  which 
was  unhooked  and  duly  returned  to  the  water  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  other  anglers.— W.  F.  Pearce. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.—  At  the  meeting  on  MarchS  Mr.  Shonfeld  took  the 
chair,  and  there  was  another  nice  show  of  jack,  chub,  and 
roach.  The  following  weighed  in :— Messrs.  La  Feuillade, 
iack,  361b. ;  Newbury,  roach,  21b.  lloz. ;  Arthur  Matthews, 
chub  and  roach,  21b.  lOJoz.  ;  and  A.  E.  Baldwin,  chub  and 
dace  lib.  5\oz.  A  21b.  Uoz.  chub  and  lib.  3oz.  roach  were 
shown  as  specimens  by  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Newbury. 
Competition  at  Windsor  next  Thursday  (punt).  Rule  16 
suspended.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

North  Eastern  Angling  Society.  -Thursday  next, 
the  12th  inst.,  being  quarterly  night,  members  are  re¬ 
quested  to  put  in  an  appearance  to  pay  up  arrears,  so  that 
the  books  may  be  balanced,  and  on  other  affairs.— G.  T. 

Fletcher,  sec.  _  T  j  o  h,  *. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock  Hill.— On  the  22nd  inst.,  Mr.  Billings,  roach ; 
on  the  26th,  Mr.  Grindley,  a  show  of  dace.  Again,  on 
March  1 ;  Mr.  Billings,  jack  and  roach;  Mr.  L  nderwood, 
roach.  Hart,  jack  and  roach;  Messrs.  Ward.  Pritchard  and 
Lambert,  dace  ;  and  it  is  our  intention  to  fish  the  Lea  up  to 
the  close  for  roach  and  chub.— J.  G.,  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Bevenden-street,  East-road,  Hoxton. — On  the  1st  inst.  we 
had  a  few,  but  very  nice  fish,  brought  in  by  the  following 
members :— Messrs.  Percival,  one  jack,  one  chub,  21b.  2^oz., 
and  roach';  Moy,  one  chub,  21b.  2oz. ;  and  Neville,  roach.— 
J.  CUTHBERT,  sec.  .  ,,  _  D 

Plume  Angling  Society,  Birmingham.— Mr.  Jas.  Pares, 
a  popular  member  of  this  society,  fishing  in  private  water 
this  week,  near  the  city,  caught  in  two  days  461b  weight 
of  pike  Last  week  we  had  four  nice  pike,  and  Mr.  Howard 
Smith,  who  was  fishing  with  him,  had  two  decent  pike.— 

'  Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract  Castle, 
Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— Since  the  date  of  the 
last  report  several  members  have  been  out  and  enjoyed 
good  sport.  At  Rickmansworth,  on  February  25,  Mr. 
Taylor  secured  a  jack  weighing  31b.  2joz. ;  on  the  27th,  in 
the  same  water,  he  caught  two  fine  specimens  of  this 
voracious  fish,  one  weighing  71b.  7oz.,  the  other  Gib.  lloz. ; 
and  on  the  28th,  at  the  same  locale,  one  weighing  21b.  lOoz. 
The  total  catch  for  the  three  days  was  therefore  close  on 
201b.  Fishing  at  Staines,  on  February  27,  Mr.  Tomlin  had 
the  respectable  weight  of  131b.  6ioz.  of  chub,  and  one  dace. 
At  Hertford,  on  March  3,  Mr.  Goldsworthy  had  a  take  of 
roach  and  a  gudgeon.  The  secretary  will  be  glad  to  have 
the  renewal  of  subscriptions  to  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Fund  as  well  as  the  names  and  subscriptions  of  additional 
supporters  of  the  same.— A.  Sutherland,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
grove,— There  were  some  splendid  shows  of  fish  on  the  1st 


inst.  by  the  following  members ;— Porter,  roach,  81b.  3oz  ; 
Robins,  roach,  101b.  3oz. ;  Cobb,  roach,  51b.  19oz.  ;  Da\  is, 
lack  ;  Scott,  jack ;  and  Twoomey,  jack.  Our  host,  fish  mg 
at  Staines  on  Monday,  accompanied  by  s<m,  managed  to 
land  101b.  loz.  of  roach,  the  largest  turning  the  scale  at 
lib.  3oz. — Wm.  Bowyer,  sec.  , 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
Magpie,  Great  Bath-street,  Clerken  well.— The  members  of 
this  club  again  went  to  Surly  Hall  on  the  1st  inst.  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  competition  commenced  on  the  22nd  ult.  ivir. 
Beecham  winning  a  prize  with  a  show  of  roach  and  gud¬ 
geon,  and  Mr.  Bradley  secured  a  double  prize  with  a  show 
of  roach  and  gudgeon.  Later  in  the  evening  Mr.  Alfred 
brought  in  a  handsome  show  of  roach  from  another  direc¬ 
tion  of  81b„  one  roach  scaling  lib.  loz.  The  worthy  host, 
Mr.  Stuart,  promised  a  prize  for  the  last  competition,  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  will  be  settled  on  Saturday .  Mr.  Beecham 

will  be  chairman  on  the  8th  inst.— J.  Skinner,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  fish  tor 
the  three  prizes  that  have  not  been  taken,  on  March  lo.  at 
St.  Margaret’s.  I  hope  all  members  will  go,  as  Mr.  Luff,  or 
the  St.  George’s  A.S.,  has  promised  the  club  a  portrait  or 
its  members,  which  will  be  taken  on  the  above  day,  ^ 
possible.  Mr.  J.  Wigley  and  Mr.  Lamberton,  sen.,  weighed 
in  a  few  roach  last  Monday,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Lamberton  one 
chub,  weighing  41b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Coopers  tor 
preservation.  If  the  members  that  are  in  arrears  will  clear 
the  books  they  will  greatly  oblige.— E.  Payne,  «c°-  v 
Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Tottenham- 
street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— We  fished  our  last  match 
of  the  season  on  March  1,  at  Windsor,  with  the  result  that 
all  members  had  fish  with  the  exception  of  two,  which  will 
be  again  fished  for  on  the  8th  inst.  Messrs.  Hewitt,  J. 
Guynon,  and  Hyde  fished  the  Lower  Thames,  and  Mr 
Webber,  the  Upper,  bringing  up  some  handsome  roach.  1 
trust  members  have  not  forgotten  that  Wednesday, 
February  25,  was  quarterly  night,  when  the  books  should 

be  cleared.- J.  C.  Longland,  sec.  _ 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman- 
road,  North  Bow.— But  few  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  1st  inst.  I  am  proud  to  record  a  youthful  member  ot 
ours,  Mr.  Cox,  having  somejfirst-class  roach,  one  weighing 
lib.  3Joz.  the  next  on  the  verge  of  lib.  and  so  on,  making  a 
nice  tray :  Mr.  Henson,  perch ;  Mr.  Wells,  jack.— J.  Jones, 
see 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— Several  members  were  out  on  the 
1st.  inst.  Mr.  Brocken  had  dace,  Mr.  Stone  had  jack,  and 
J.  Wright  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach,  largest  hsh 
lib.  lljoz.,  next  lib.  7ioz.  We  fish  for  prizes  given  by  Mr. 
Butt,  our  worthy  host,  Messrs.  Elson,  G.  George,  H.  R.  R. 
Wright,  J.  Green,  J.  Wright,  W.  Stone,  A.  Wood.  List  of 
members  drawn  together  on  Wednesday.  H.  Mayo  and 
J.  Green,  J.  T.  Wright  and  A.  Charmer,  T.  Wall  and  W. 
Wink,  J.  Clements  and  G.  George,  A.  Mayo  and  A.  Wood, 
W.  Stone  and  H.  R.  R.  Wright,  G.  Brocken  and  F.  Ovens, 
W.  Elson  and  J.  Wright.  It  behoves  each  two  members 
drawn  together  to  meet  and  arrange  by  Saturday  night 
where  they  will  fish  for  the  prizes.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  March  1  our  final  Thames 
outing  for  the  season  took  place  at  Moulford,  and  it 
turned  out  the  most  successful  of  the  season  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  Besides  other  prizes,  it  was  the  finish  up  for  the  watch 
given  by  our  late  chairman,  Mr.  O’Callaghan,  for  which 
Mr.  Smales,  jun.,  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  at  the  top  of 
the  list,  as  well  as  winning  the  first  prize  for  the  day,  Mr. 
Phillips  taking  the  second.  Mrssrs.  Pettit,  Geale,  Kelly, 
Williams,  Puttock  and  Clark  also  weighing  in.  Mr. 
O’Callaghan  kindly  went  down  on  the  22nd  ult.,  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  the  general  verdict 
in  respect  to  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Saunders  of  the  Railway 
Hotel,  served  the  members,  was  that  they  could  not  have 
been  treated  better  anywhere.  Tuesday  being  quarterly 
night,  the  election  of  officers  took  place.  Mr.  Kelly, 
chairman:  Mr.  Pettit,  vice.  The  committee  with  the 
addition  of  Mr.  O’Callaghan  and  Garcia,  and  also  the  sec¬ 
retary  were  re-elected.  Mr.  Kelly  and  Williams,  delegates 
to  the  C.  A.;  Mr.  Griffin,  Geale,  and  Puttock,  auditors; 
and  Mr.  Clark,  Tyler.  The  late  Mr.  Gillson’s  tackle  was 
disposed  of,  and  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  family  I  have 
to  thank  those  members  and  friends  who  assisted  to  swell 
the  amount  to  be  handed  over  to  them  as  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale.  The  cry  is  still  they  come  (new  members).— 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  E.— Since  my  last  report  the  members  have  been  out 
for  six  prizes,  but  only  four  have  been  won  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  :-Messrs.  T.  Coats,  first;  S.  Polkett,  second ;  W. 
Hooper,  third  ;  J.  Brown,  fourth  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Coats  has  had 
a  show  of  chub,  the  largest  weighing  31b.;  and  Mr.  1. 
Jones,  on  March  1,  had  a  show  of  roach  from  Amberley. 
The  other  prizes  will  be  fished  off  to-morrow  (March  8).— 
W.  H.  Shead.  ^  _ 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
235,  Cambcrwell-road. — On  the  1st  inst.  eight  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  fished  for  prizes  at  Reading,  the  four  prizes  being 
taken  as  follows :— First,  Mr.  Boorman;  second,  Mr. 
Delhaye ;  third,  Mr.  Dettmar ;  fourth,  Mr.  Sargeant.  Mr. 
G.  to-night  (March  4)  weighed  in  211b.  ljoz.  of  nice  chub 
from  the  Thames.— J.  J.  Free,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— A 
successful  visit  of  the  clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  list  was 
paid  to  the  Anglers  Pride  on  Feb.  27,  when  a  most  pleasant 
evening  was  spent  by  all  present.  On  the  roll  being  called 
at  11.15  by  Mr.  J.  Wright,  vice-president  of  the  List,  the 
following  seventeen  clubs  were  found  to  be  well  repre¬ 
sented  :— Bermondsey  Bros.,  Second  Surrey,  Anchor  and 
Hope,  Peckham  Bros.,  United  Bros.,  Anglers  Pride, 
Battersea  Friendly,  Grange,  Walworth  Waltonians,  Wag¬ 
goners,  Blackfriars,  St.  George’s,  Clapham  Junction,  North 
Lambeth,  Great  Northern  Bros,  and  Alma.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Battersea  Friendly,  held  at  the  Queens 
Hotel,  Queen’s  Road,  Lavender-hill,  on  Tuesday,  the  10th 
inst.,  when  I  trust  they  will  be  well  supported,  as  although 
they  have  some  long  journeys  to  come,  they  are  represented 
in  good  numbers  at  nearly  all  the  visits  on  this  list;  for  the 
guidance  of  anglers  who  do  not  know  the  district  the 
nearest  stations  are  Wands  worth-road,  on  the  >  South 
London  line,  about  seven  minutes’  walk ;  or  Queen’s-road, 
L.  and  S.W.,  about  three  minutes’  walk  ;  a  break  will  also 
leave  the  Bermondsey  Bros,  at  eight  o’clock  sharp,  calling 
at  the  Angler’s  Pride  at  8.15  and  the  Rodney  Piscatorials 
at’8.20.  Any  brother  angler  who  would  like  to  make  one 
of’ the  party  will,  no  doubt,  find  room  ;  fare  Is.  there  and 
back.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stockton  Angling  Association. — The  third  annual 
ball  was  held  in  the  Borough  Hall  on  February  27,  when 
about  seventy  couples  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves  to 
the  merry  strains  of  Mr.  J.  Robinson’s  celebrated  band.  Our 
worthy  president,  Mr,  F,  J.  Emmerson,  acted  as  M,C.,  and 


fulfilled  his  duties  in  his  usual  efficient  style.  The  hgl  way 

tastefully  decorated  with  .fl?^S-rods,  ^c^kndly_ 

the  members  of  tbe'  association.  Inc  ,,  _j  friends 

XCa!^  the  111086 

successful  balls  we ihave  h^-^EADMA^sec^^ 

Sussex  Piscatorial  society,  .  Ar„y.  ml 

Brighton. — At  the  ordinary  meeting  L  ycrra]i  of 

SSTSiSSMIli'-Sa 

mitted,  confirmed,  and  signed  The  hon  sea  report 
progress  as  to  obtaining  fishing  "^ters  angler’s 

favourable  correspondence  being  held  ^  anglers 

paradise,’’  where  trout,  pike,  and  coarse :  fishing 


An  angler’s 
,io.,.ng  are  avail- 
».  GlUara  we^ed 

meeting  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  usual  vote  or  tnan 

t0United  brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of^ the 

above  fished  a  match  on  the  1st '  Tvler  had  fish 

Bray  Lock.  Messrs.  D.  Hayden  and  W.  Tyler  haa  nsn 
but  not  enough  to  take  a .prize.  The ^following  members 
weighed  in  who  did  not  fish  in  the  match  . 

PerneS  ‘USSSSTfe  TM 

^Waggoners' 

Vauxhall-cross. — A  concert  took  place  at  our  chib^ouse 

on  Tuesday  last,  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  our  old  members 

Mr.  H.  Smith.  I  heartily  thank  those  St  fhe  brothers 
favoured  us  with  their  company,  especially  the .brothers 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Ben  White,  who  Fendered  a  good  account 
nf  themselves  What  we  lacked  in  company  we  maae  up 
in  talent  I  heartily  thank  those  angling  clubs  present  for 
their  kindness,  especially  the  Rodney^who  t^as  pleased 
to  see  arrived,  but  could  not  stop.  Mr.  A.  g 

jawkmam  GrVenan’d1  Fulham  Angling  Society.- 

The  members  of  the  above  society  heid  their  usual  weeM 
meeting  at  their  club  room,  the  Stamford  Arms  Fulham 
mid  S  W  Mr  W.  Warner  presiding,  lhe  minutes  or 
the Previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed  and  general 
busK  transacted5:  The  delegates  who  attended  toe 
Central  Association  on  the  2nd  inst.  then  ga^e  in  their 
reuort  of  the  business  transacted.  On  the  1st  infant 
several  of  our  members  were  out.  Mr.  W  arner,  a  show  of 
dace,  from  Richmond;  Mr.  Templeman  Laws  had  jaek^ 
but  were  too  late  to  weigh  in.  I  haJ®,  to  remiM  members 
that  on  the  8th  inst.,  a  peg  down  matfhwill  takeplacefor 
three  prizes,  between  Kingston  Railway  Bridge  a  d 


' '  Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 

Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  March  1  we  had  a  good  bliow 

nP  iiwh _ TVTr*  W  T  Crisn  101b.  7oz. ;  JVlr.  Kump,  /lb.  13oz.  , 

Mr.  Tom  Pearson,'  61b.  ldloz.  On  the  4fch.  the  result  of  the 
competition  was,  Mr.  Craddock,  first,  with  —lb.  ■  >  • 

Gilbert  second  with  191b.  loz.  (one  roach,  lib.  Joz.)  , 
w!  je.rCrisep,0third:  with  61b  91oz.  jack  ;  Mr .  E  Lees  fourth 
Hb  i5.\oz. :  all  fish  from  the  Thames.  On  the  8th  inst.,  it 
was  carried  that  we  fish  our  last  match  in  the  Thames 
/mint  nr  tvinki  for  four  prizes.  First,  £1  10s.  ,  secona, 
£1  Is. ;  third,  10s.  Gd. ;  fourth,  10s.  Gd.;  the  same  conditions 
as  the  last  match— where  you  like  on J£e  d  hames  ,  no 
member  to  go  over  night.  On  Monday,  the  9th,  we  hold,  at 
the  club-house  our  last  smoking  concert  of  the  season, 
Mr.  Mon"  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr  Rump ;  Vivian 
Blanchard,  pianist,  and  a  host  of  talent.— C.  Hibble,  sec 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
strect  Walworth.— On  the  1st  inst.  I  was  the  only  member 
who  weighed  in— 31b.  4jOz.  Last  Wednesday  being  cluar- 
terly  night,  the  election  of  officers  for  ensuing  quarter 
took  place.  Mr.  Beer,  chairman;  Mr.  Barnes,  vice-chair¬ 
man  ;  Messrs.  Turnbull  and  Dartnall,  delegates  to  the 
Anglers’  Association.  1  beg  to  remind  members  that  those 
who  intend  going  away  On  Saturday  must  leave  word  at 
club-house  after  four  p.m.,  that  is,  if  competing  for  the  tw  o 
prizes  now  on. — R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec.  ,  . 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms, 
Arlington-street.  New  North-road.— We  had  a  roving 
match  for  six  prizes  on  the  1st  inst.,  Great  Eastern  Rail¬ 
way,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  Pratt,  first,  jack  ;  Atkins, 
second,  jack;  Sullivan,  third,  jack  and  perch ;  Harding, 
fourth,  jack ;  Widmcr,  fifth,  roach  ;  Parslow,  sixth,  roach  , 
from  other  waters,  Anderson,  jack  ;  Mercer,  jack  ;  Smith, 
roach.  Hoping  all  members  will  attend,  as  we  shall  soon 
be  coming  on  feed  ourselves. —W.  R.,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Ta\ein, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square.— Several  of  our  ff*cm* 
bers  were  out  again  on  March  1,  and  there  was  a  goodly 
show  of  fish  on  the  trays  at  evening.  Mr.  Wood  weighed 
in  441b.  roach,  and  a  chub,  L-lb. ;  Mr.  Rider,  over  31b., 
roach  and  dace;  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  .Lib.,  dace ,  _  Mr. 
Cromor  weighed  in  a  31b.  jack,  and  also  showed  one  of  olb. 
caught  the  previous  day.  We  regret  that  the  pleasure  of 
the  day  was  marred  by  a  sad  j  accident  which  Uefel  our 
chairman  (Mr.  W.  II.  Rider)  ou  the  homeward  journej. 
who,  slipping  on  a  coabplate,  fractured  his  knee-cap,  ana 
was  removed  to  Middlesex  Hospital.  We  sincerely  trust 
that  his  forced  retirement  will  not  be  of  very  long  dura¬ 
tion,  and  that  in  a  few  days  the  case  will  be  more  hopeful 
than  it  at  present  appears.  An  outing  is  arranged  for 
March  15  (the  last  of  the  season),  when  Mr.  H.  Browne  s 
prize  of  a  Russian  leather  cigar  case,  for  gross  weight  this 
day  only,  will  be  competed  for.  On  Wednesday,  March  4, 
Mr  Jupp  returned  with  a  good  basket  of  dace,  weighing 
111b.  13oz. ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  a  31b.  jack  ;  chub,  41b.,  and  some 
roach.  A  vote  of  condolence  was  passei  to  Mr.  Rider,  who 
was  greatly  missed  from  his  post,  and  the  sum  of  tl  was 
voted  towards  the  Andrews  Defence  Fund.— D.  vv .  Evans, 
secretary.  ..  _  .  .  _ 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— Our  members  were  out  on  the  1st 
instant  for  our  worthy  host’s  prize  for  specimen  roach,  and 
the  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Bickell.  Other  members 
were  out,  but  not  for  the  prize,  and  the  following  weighed 
in :— Mr.  W.  Cox,  21b.  lloz.  of  roach ;  Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  lib. 
lloz.  of  dace.  On  March  2  Mr.  O.  Lloyd  weighed  in  61b. 
81oz.  roach,  and  one  fish  weighed  lib.  81oz. — R.  Lowtiier, 
secretary 

"  West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— The  quarterly  meeting  took  place  on 
Thursday  last  Mr.  Peart  volunteered  to  re-occupy  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Benham  the  vice -chair  for  the 
ensuing  three  months.  Mr.  Mallinson  and  Mr.  J.  Benham 
were  elected  delegates  for  the  Central  Association,  lhe 
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annual  donation  of  one  guinea  was  voted  to  the  T.A.P.S 
Several  members  are  reminded  that  their  subscriptions  are 
in  arrears,  and  must  be  paid  up  to  enable  the  auditors  to 
get  out  their  balance  shoct.  A  special  meeting  is  called 
for  Thursday,  the  19th,  to  arrange  the  annual  dinner  and 
other  important  business.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  usual 
weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Earl  Derby,  King  Kd. ward- 
road,  South  Hackney,  on  Wednesday,  March  4,  Mr.  King 
in  the  chair.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  sea  fishing  club  out¬ 
ing  at  Easter,  at  Southsea.  Members  intending  to  join  will 
kindly  signify  their  intention  without  delay.  At  the  club 
outing  held  on  the  28th  ult.,  the  only  fish  taken  was  a  roach 
of  13oz.  by  Mr.  Parker,  who  was  broken  away  by  another 
good  fish.  Our  next  smoking  concert  (the  last  of  present 
season)  will  be  held  next  Wednesday,  11th  inst.  as  above. 
Chair  taken  at  eight  p.m.  sharp,  by  T.  J.  Woodrow,  Esq., 
Common  Council,  preceded  by  ah  ordinary  meeting  at 
seven  p.m.— Henry  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


NOTES  PROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Odds  and  Ends. 

March  has  been  ushered  in  in  the  uniform  of  a 
lion,  and  if  superstition  is  of  any  moment,  we  may 
expect  it  to  close  in  the  garb  of  a  lamb.  Since 
March  1  high  and  sweeping  winds  have  raged 
from  the  north  and  north-west,  storms  of  rain, 
sleet,  and  snow  have  prevailed  simultaneously, 
and  the  piscatorial  outlook  generally  has  been 
one  of  confusion  and  dismay  in  the  minds  of 
anglers  at  large.  When  the  Trent  remains  very  low  and 
clear  in  March— and  at  the  period  of  writing  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night  the  river  was  running  at  low  summer  ebb- 
anglers  with  any  pretensions  to  skill  experience  the  utmost 
difficulty  in  alluring  the  finny  tribe  from  their  native 
element.  Exception,  however,  may  be  taken  in  the  case 
of  pike  and  chub,  although  it  is  a  thousand  pities  to  kill 
Esox  lucius  in  the  third  month  of  the  year.  Such  fish  as 
roach,  dace,  perch,  bream,  and  for  that  matter  both  pike 
and  chub,  are  getting  heavy  in  spawn,  and  they  do  not 
wander  about  so  freely  as  when  the  season  is  younger.  In 
my  notes  last  week  I  offered  a  few  suggestions  on  chub 
fishing  and  the  deadly  proclivities  of  pith  as  a  bait,  and 
since  then  I  have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  a  long  chit-chat 
with  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  local  fishermen 
that  ever  threw  line  and  tackle  into  a  Trent  chub  swim. 

I  allude  to  Mr.  S.  Staples,  who,  until  a  few  seasons  ago, 
carried  on  a  lucrative  fishing  tackle  business  in  the  town. 
Although  bordering  on  eighty  years  of  age,  “Old  Sam,” 
as  he  is  familiarly  termed,  takes  as  keen  interest  in  angling 
matters  as  in  his  younger  days,  and  seldom  misses  his 
daily  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  he  has  so 
much  at  heart.  Discussing  the  merits  of  chub  fishing,  the 
veteran  informed  me  that  years  ago  he  was  an  adept  at 
the  art,  and  rarely  failed,  given  favourable  conditions  of 
weather  and  water,  to  kill  a  vast  quantity  of  fish.  His 
favourite  bait  was  pith,  and  his  chief  battle  grounds 
were  Plintham  Wood  and  hills  in  the  lower  reaches,  and 
Shrimpton  in  the  upper.  “There  were,”  said  he,  “no 
railways  in  those  days,  and  what  fish  I  killed  I  had  to 
shoulder  home.”  “You  had  a  longdistance  to  walk*’ 
said  I,  to  which  he  good-naturedly  replied,  “Ah  !  you  see, 
but  I  was  younger  then  and  could,  cover  more  ground.  I 
thought  nothing  of  ten  or  a  dozen  miles.  I  was  passion¬ 
ately  fond  of  the  sport,  and  revelled  in  chub  fishing. 
There  were  plenty  of  fish  then,  and  you  had  not  long  to 
wait  for  a  bite,  I  assure  you.”  “  What,”  I  queried,  “were 
your  biggest  fish  ? ”  “Fish!  Why,  I  once  killed  five  at  a 
set  off  just  above  Plintham  Wood  that  weighed  51b. 
apiece.  Mr.  Staples  proceeded  that  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  forty  years  ago  to  kill  scores  of  big  barbel  with  wire 
tackle  off  the  old  Trent  bridge  at  Nottingham.  He  gene¬ 
rally  used  wire  himself,  and  caught  as  many  as  he  cared 
to  carry  away.  Things,  however,  were  now  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent.  When  he  was  young,  fishermen  were  few  and  far 
between ;  there  were  considerably  more  fish  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions,  and  an  almost  entire  absence  of  pollution  from  the 
manufacturing  towns  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  stream. 
He  could  see,  nowadays,  scores  of  men  who  were  perhaps 
more  skilful  with  the  rod  than  he  was  in  his  day,  but  they 
had  not  the  fish  to  go  for.  Briefly  mentioning  fly-fishing, 
“Old  Sam”  exclaimed,  “'Why,  bless  you,  I  used  to  kill  no 
end  of  grayling  in  the  river  close  to  the  town.  You  cannot 
do  it  now.”  And  you  cannot.  The  evils  of  pollution  have 
virtually  extinguished  the  fish,  so  far  as  the  Nottingham 
district  is  concerned.  We  still  boast  of  a  fairlv  large 
number  of  “surface  whippers  ”  amongst  us,  and  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  an  odd  specimen  in  the  season  is  regarded  as  a 
great  curiosity.  Six  years  ago  I  succeeded  in  taking  three 
fish  with  the  worm  above  Wellington  bridge,  but  near 
here  the  Dove— a  grayling  tributary— flows  into  the  main 
stream.  With  regard  to  killing  chub  with  Chandler’s 
greaves,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  refer  to  it.  The  subject  was 
mentioned  in  my  last  notes,  and  some  anglers,  I  know, 
prefer  the  bait  to  pith.  They  contend  that  heavier  fish 
are  secured  by  it,  and  that  a  deeper  volume  of  water  may 
be  more  successfully  operated  upon  than  by  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  braims,  which,  being  unusually  light,  are  apt  very 
quickly  to  be  washed  down  stream.  There  is  undoubtedly 
ample  reason  in  their  contention,  but  they  should  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  that  a  very  small  quantity  of  the  stuff  suf¬ 
fices  to  sicken  the  fish,  and  drive  them  either  away  or  off 
biting  altogether.  But  the  case  is  different  with  brains. 
The  lish  fairly  revel  in  them  without  being  sickened  in  the 
least,  and  there  is  certainly  more  pleasure  in  fishing  a  long 
swim  than  in  being  “  stuck  up  ”  at  a  hole  baited  up  to  the 
hilt  with  greaves.  Of  the  two  lines,  therefore,  commend 
me  to  pith.  _ 


As  to  angling  this  week  there  is  not  much  to  chronicle. 
The  high  March  winds  have  fairly  knocked  the  courage 
out  of  anglers,  who  were  most  anxious  to  have  a  cut  in. 
The  season  is  rapidly  on  the  wane,  and  as  yet  many  of 
them  have  failed  to  weigh  in  a  lish  at  their  respective 
clubs.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  week  marked  activity 
prevailed  among  the  votaries  of  both  pike  and  chub,  and 
in  a  few  notable  instances  the  sport  obtained  was  above 
the  average.  At  the  Wellington  Society’s  rooms,  on  the 
27th  ult.,  Mr.  Hooton,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
showed  a  beautiful  pike  of  1441b.,  and  several  very  fine  fish 
were  displayed  by  Mr.  C.  Jackson  and  Mr.  W.  Hall.  Mr. 
Hooton’s  was  duly  recorded  on  the  competition  list,  and 
is  likely  to  secure  premier  honours.  Mr.  Whitehall,  the 
late  hon.  sec.,  had  chub  and  dace  from  Willington,  and  on 
the  following  day  Mr.  Coxon  showed  half-a-dozen  chub 
from  one  of  the  lower  waters.  The  heaviest  was  21b.  lOIoz., 


and  was,  with  the  othors,  taken  with  pith.  In  the  Woston 
length,  Mr.  Harrington,  a  subscriber,  was  reported  to  have 
caught  a  very  handsome  lot  of  roach  with  tne  worm,  thir¬ 
teen  of  the  number  weighing  a  trifle  over  121b. 


The  Weston  keeper  reported  a  recurrence  of  the  Buxton- 
on-Trent  refuse  from  the  breweries  there,  and  the  Welling¬ 
ton  executive  called  a  special  meeting  to  consider  the 
matter.  They  have  already  worked  hard  to  abate  the 
evils  of  pollution,  and  in  the  case  under  notice  it  was  de¬ 
cided,  I  learn,  to  communicate  with  the  district  County 
Council.  _ 

There  is  still  an  absence  of  salmon  fishing,  nor  is  any 
likely  to  be  indulged  in  until  the  close  of  the  legitimate 
season.  The  Tront  keeps  remarkably  low  and  clear,  and 
is  only  favourable  to  the  followers  of  pike  ane  chub. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  new  Council  of  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association  has  been  summoned 
for  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Leeds,  to  day,  and  it  will 
be  interesting  to  watch  how  many  members  turn 
up.  The  constitution  of  the  Council  is  at  present 
a  trifle  incomplete,  but  it  cau  hardly  be  expected 
that  it  will  be  hooked  into  ship-shape  form  all  at 
once,  aud  its  future  development  will  doubtless 
bring  about  many  of  the  required  reforms.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  delegates  from  this  county 
will  do  their  duty. _ 

Mr.  Slatter,  of  Oldham,  is  not  satisfied  with  angling 
himself,  but  seeks  to  instil  a  knowledge  of  the  sport  into 
those  who  are  simply  versed  in  its  rudiments.  With  this 
object  in  view,  he  has  lately  been  lecturing  in  tho  neigh¬ 
bourhoods  of  Ashton,  Moseley,  and  Staleybridge,  where 
he  has  been  listened  to  by  attentive  audiences.  This  idea 
is  unmistakably  a  good  one,  worthy  of  imitation  by  other 
veterans,  who  are  sufficiently  well  endowed  with  worldly 
goods  and  experience  to  spend  the  time  in  doing  good  in 
the  way  of  advice  to  inexperienced  fishermen.  Mr.  Slatter 
reports  that  he  finds  considerable  apathy  amongst  anglers 
with  regard  to  forming  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association. 
Is  it  worth  the  consideration  of  the  latter  body  to  appoint 
representatives  to  carry  on  the  work  something  in  the 
same  direction  as  the  gentleman  named  has  been  doing  ? 


Anglers  who  visit  the  Exhibition  of  Arts  and  Indus¬ 
tries,  shortly  to  be  opened  in  Manchester,  must  not  miss 
the  exhibits  of  anglers’  requisites,  which  will  form  a  very 
important  attraction.  The  collection  lent  by  Mr.  Sam 
Brooks,  of  Ardwick,  will  be  of  especial  attraction,  from 
the  fact  of  him  being  such  a  well-known  and  popular 
angler  in  this  district.  _ 

We  have  made  inquiries  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  those 
waters  mostly  fished  by  Lancashire  anglers,  and  find  that 
very  few  anglers  have  beenat  work.  Asjis  generally. known, 
Lancashire  weather  is  for  perverseness  proverbially  known 
all  the  world  through,  and  just  of  late  wo  have  had  it  in 
its  very  worst  mood.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty  on  the  state 
of  the  various  rivers.  __ 

The  revision  committee  engaged  on  the  rules  of  the  Man¬ 
chester  District  Association  have  at  length  got  through 
their  work,  and  the  same  will  probably  be  accepted  en  bloc, 
as  the  general  meeting  to  beheld  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  Buckland  Club,  on  the  19th  inst.,  Messrs.  Smeeth  and 
Chadwick  are  both  entitled  to  some  little  praise  for  their 
efforts  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  up  to  now  has  been  a  cumbersome  piece  of 
machinery,  will  move  with  greater  efficacy.  Mr.  Peacock, 
the  popular  treasurer,  of  the  Association,  reports  large 
application  for  travelling  cards. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmiugham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  Feb.  27,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield, 
Birmingham.  The  meeting  was  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  officers  and  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Mr.  T.  Cole  presided,  and  Mr.  C. 
White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
not  so  well  attended  as  the  officers  could  have  wished,  or 
as  the  objects  of  the  society  demanded  ;  but  nevertheless  a 
great  amount  of  work  was  got  through,  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  made  to  carry  on  the  good  work  so  well 
begun.  The  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  H.  Miller,  read  the  roll  call,  after 
which  the  president  formally  opened  the  meeting,  and  gave 
a  detailed  report  of  what  had  been  done  from  the  formation 
of  the  society  up  till  the  present  time.  His  remarks  were 
listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  great  notice  was 
taken  of  the  various  ideas  mentioned  for  tho  future  welfare 
of  the  society ;  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  he  thanked  the 
delegates  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him  in  electing  him 
at  the  formation  of  the  society  as  their  president,  and  hoped 
that  the  society  would  go  on  increasing  financially  and 
numerically.  The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded 
with,  when  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  again  unanimously  re-elected 
without  opposition  ;  Mr.  C.  White  was  also  re-clected  as 
vice-president ;  Mr.  H.  Miller  was  again  re-elected,  and  the 
committee  were  requested  to  take  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  work  tho  society  entailed,  and  to  make  a  fixed 
salary,  the  sum  to  be  approved  of  by  the  general  body  of 
delegates.  The  sum  of  £2 10s.  was  awarded  to  him  for  his 
ast  services.  Mr.  E.  Simkiss  was  elected  as  treasurer,  and 
lessrs.  Hall  and  Hughes  were  appointed  trustees.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  twenty  being  required  to  assist  in  carrying  out 
the  good  work  of  the  society,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  proposed,  seconded  and  elected  to  form  that 
body  for  the  forthcoming  year Messrs.  King  (Tenby 
Society),  Walton  (Vine  Society),  Dance  (Rose  and  Crown), 
Hall  (St.  George’s),  Turner  (City),  Hughes  (St.  Paul’s), 


Gumbley  (Ilighgate),  Keeling  (Plume),  Pratt  (Deutend), 
Chambers  (Belmont),  Marsdcn  (Camden),  Fitter  (Bird  in 
Hand),  Blackshaw  (Queen’s  Arms),  Currie  (Belmont), 
Atwood  (Hearts  of  Oak),  Johnstone  (Uoso  and  Crown), 
Dudley  (Birmingham  Heath),  Wheatty  (Duddcstone), 
Quartcrman  (Ring  of  Bells),  and  Rhodes  (Prospect).  The 
balance-sheet  for  the  half-year  ending  Dec.  31,  1890,  was 
brought  before  the  mooting  and  adopted  as  greatly  satis¬ 
factory.  It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  up  to  tho  present,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  hard  winter  we  have  just  passed  through, 
not  one  single  claim  has  been  made  for  assistance  by  any  of 
the  members.  I  am  also  pleased  to  stato  the  members  are 
being  enrolled  daily,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but 
what  the  strength  of  the  society  will  be  doubled  by  this 
time  next  year,  and  tho  committee  have  pledged  them¬ 
selves  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  accomplish  this 
most  coveted  desire. 


Angling  during  the  past  "week  has  assumed  a  much 
brighter  aspect,  and  some  good  all-round  sport  has  been 
obtained  from  Midland  rivers  and  private  pools.  On  the 
Trent  the  Birmingham  anglers  have  been  very  busy,  and 
making  the  best  of  their  time  previous  to  the  close  season 
coming,  The  weather  has  been  foggy  early  in  the  morning, 
but  after  the  fog  had  cleared  away  fishing  was  most  enjoy¬ 
able.  Some  good  pike  have  been  taken  spinning,  and 
a  small  salmon,  5|lb.,  was  takenfat  Alrewas.  This  is 
the  first  salmon  I  have  heard  tell  of  being  caught  in  the 
Trent  at  this  place.  Tha  fishing  at  Yoxall  still  keeps  good. 
On  the  Mease,  which  is  a  small  tributary  of  the  Trent,  a 
fine  chub  was  caught  on  the  1st  inst.  by  Mi*.  Wiley,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham  ;  it  weighed  31b.  Aoz.,  and  was  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition.  Mr.  McKenley,  of  the  West  Bromwich  Associa¬ 
tion,  took  a  nice  lot  of  chub  at  Barton  and  Watton,  the 
largest  weighing  21b.  lloz.  This  gentleman  also  followed 
up  his  good  luck  by  taking  a  nice  pike  of  111b.  from  a 
private  pool.  The  canal  at  Alrewas,  which  runs  through 
the  Trent,  was  netted  by  the  Midland  Piscatorials  recently, 
and  some  thousands  of  roach  and  perch  were  consigned  to’ 
the  river  in  order  to  restock  it. 

The  Avon  is  very  clear  and  bright,  but  sport  has  been 
good,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  ;  the  largest  pike 
recorded  in  the  Stratford  district  weighed  a  little  over  91b. 
Baits  are  very  scarce  ;  I  should  advise  pike  fishermen  to  go 
to  the  water  with  a  good  supply,  the  frost  having  destroyed 
a  large  quantity  of  small  fish.  Some  good  chub  have  been 
taken  with  the  worm,  the  largest  being  241b.  Perch  should 
now  run  well  at  the  minnow.  Rain  is  wanted  very  badly  all 
over  the  Midlands,  and  for  the  improvement  of  sport  the 
sooner  it  comes  the  better.  Sport  on  the  Severn  has  been 
quiet,  the  water  being  rather  low  and  fine,  and  nothing  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  of  anything  being  done  out  of  tho 
ordinary.  Dace  and  roach  have  been  the  chief  fish  taken, 
and  these  only  in  small  quantities. 


The  Birmingham  St.  George’s  Society,  held  at  the  Wagon 
and  Horses’  Parade,  issued  their  yearly  balance-sheet  on 
Monday  last,  and  the  society  have  every  reason  to  congra¬ 
tulate  themselves  upon  the  sound  financial  state  of  the 
society.  The  sheet  points  to  the  fact  that  all  the  waters 
rented  by  the  society  are  paid  up  until  the  end  of  June  next, 
and  balance  in  hand  is  approaching  something  like  £20. 
This  speaks  well  for  a  working  man’s  club,  and  is  to  be 
envied  by  some  of  the  associations. 


BRISTOL  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION  DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took  place  at  tho 
Royal  Hotel,  uuder  the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  W  B 
Yilliers.  There  were  also  present,  amongst  a  numerous 
company,  Messrs.  Foster  Barham,  W.  Henderson  II 
Beloe,— Gerrish,  A.  J.  Paul,  Dr.  Dobson,  J.  B.  Dester,  H* 
Burford,  W.  C.  Beloe,  T.  Paul,  R.  B.  Pearce,  A.  C.  Terry, 
A  Mason,  L.  C.  Danger,  H.  Parnall,  J.  J.  Justice,  R.  D 
Frost,  J.  Wall,  G.  Smith,  W.  Colston  Powell,  It.  S.  Hill 
L.  C.  W ride,  T.  Narcoe,  J.  Byerley,  J.  B.  Piggott,  A.  Gleed! 
F.  ltootham,  E.  Bickmore,  J.  Hall,  J.  Clements.  F.  Kiddle 
W.  S.  Dobby,  J.  Mees,  It.  Davis,  &c.,  and  J.  W.  Cundall 
(hon.  sec.) 


The  loyal  toasts  havingboenlionoured,  theiChairmangavc 
“Success  to  the  Bristol  Central  Association,"  and  said  no 
doubt  they  were  all  aware  that  the  association  had  affiliated 
itself  to  the  provincial  association,  and  had  obtained  them 
the  privilege  of  cheap  anglers’  tickets  from  the  railway 
companies.  He  thought  by  so  doing  they  had  earned  the 
gratitude  of  all  anglers.  There  was  a  question  of  deep 
importance  he  wished  to  speak  upon— the  pollution  of 
the  rivers.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him  that  the  Board 
of  Conservators  might  take  up  the  matter,  and  try  and 
put  a  stop  to  manufacturers  tipping  their  refuse  into 
the  stream.  Though  it  was  not  likely  any  club  or  com¬ 
bination  could  put  a  stop  to  the  evil,  yet  there  was  a  body 
who,  he  thought,  might  be  approached,  and  who  would 
have  the  necessary  power.  He  referred  to  the  County 
Council.  Some  of  tho  County  Councils  in  the  North 
had  already  moved  in  the  matter,  and  he  thought  there 
were  many  members  of  the  Somerset  and  YYiltshire 
County  Councils  who,  if  the  matter  was  put  before  them, 
would  stir  themselves  and  try  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
rivers. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  (hon.  sec.)  responded,  and  said  ho 
could  assure  his  hearers  that  the  members  of  the  Bristol 
Association  will  stick  to  their  work.  They  were  not  con¬ 
tent  with  getting  a  privilege  from  the  railway  companies  ; 
they  meant  to  struggle,  and  he  hoped  with  suecess,  for  the 
protection  of  fisheries,  and  consequently  for  the  better 
sport  for  anglers.  If  they  were  to  achieve  any  thing  they 
must  be  a  united  body.  There  were  still  several  clubs  in 
Bristol  that  were  n  it  affiliated  with  them,  but  he  trusted 
they  would  soon  amalgamate  and  so  help  them  in  pre¬ 
serving  the  rivers. 


Dr.  Dobson  then  ga,vc  “The  Provincial  Association,”  and 
referred  to  the  benefit  derived  from  cheap  railway  tickets. 
Ths  association,  he  remarked,  numbered  five  thousand 
members. 


Mr.  R.  D.  Irost  replied,  and  remarked  that  since  the 
Great  Western  Railway  had  issued  cheap  railway  tickets 
the  privilege  had  not  once  been  abused. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  submitted  “  The  Avon,  &c  Fishery 
Board,”  coupling  with  it  tho  name  of  Mr.  Foster  Barham 
who,  he  said,  had  conferred  a  real  advantage  on  tho  fishing 
interest  in  this  district.  Referring  to  the  Fishery  Board 
he  thought  that  anglers  should  have  some  direct  repres¬ 
entation  on  that  Board.  The  Bristol  Central  Association 
was  a  numerous  andinfluential  bo  ly,  and  while  they  were 
willing  to  admit,  that  in  the  ease  of  one  of  the  city  repres¬ 
entatives  (Mr.  \  illiers)  they  had  a  gentleman  who  was  not 
only  willing  to  do,  but  who  did,  all  in  his  power  for  their 
interest,  the  other  throe  gentlemen  nominated  by  the 
Town  Council  took  practically  no  interest  in  fishing. 

Mr.  Foster  Barham  responded. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION  * 

[From  “The  Chemical  Trade  Journal.”] 

Tiie  Dscember  lecture  at  the  Manchester 
Technical  Laboratory  was  a  discourse  by  Mr. 
George  E.  Davis  upon  the  subject  of  River  Pollu¬ 
tion.  The  lecture  was  well  attended,  over  one 
hundred  and  sixty  engineers,  surveyors,  and 
medical  officers  of  health  being  present. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Alderman  Waltnsloy, 
Esq,  J  P.,  chairman  of  the  River  Irwell  Con- 
servaucy  Committee  of  the  Salford  Corporation, 
who  introduced  the  lecturer  with  a  few  fitting 

remarks.  Mr.  Davis  said  :  — 

“Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — Just  s-ixty  feet  from 
where  you  now  sit,  washing  the  very  walls  and  founda¬ 
tions  of  this  building,  flow  the  waters  of  the  silvery  Irwill, 
and  if  this  was  June  instead  of  December,  I  might  treat  you 
to  a  few  of  the  spicy  breezes  that  waft  about  this  stream. 
A  sample  of  these  waters  is  now  before  you,  and  you  will 
be  able  to  judge  of  their  quality,  and  to  say  whether,  in 
your  opinion,  such  a  fluid,  should  be  allowed  to  flow  in  an 
open  channel  through  such  a  populous  district  as 
Manchester  and  Salford. 

“  But  bad  as  is  the  water  flowing  underneath  the  windows 
of  the  room  in  which  you  now  sit,  it  is  comparatively  pure 
when  placed  side  by  side  with  some  of  its  tributaries,  and 
in  this  connection  I  may  name  the  Irk  and  the  Medlock, 
each  flowing  through  densely  populated  districts. 

“And  the  most  curious  part  of  the  business  is,  that  it  is 
the  general  opinion  that  this  state  of  things  is  necessary 
for  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  district.  Is  it  so?  I 
say  most  decidedly,  No !  .  ... 

“When  we  have  attained  to  a  higher  degree  of  civilisa- 
tion,  that  generation  of  Mancunians  will  look  back  upon 
our  sanitary  habits  with  the  same  amount  of  disgust  as  we 
do,  when  we  picture  to  ourselves  the  Englishman  of  five 
centuries  back,  avho  clad  in  his  leather  hose  and  doublet, 
seldom  removed,  except  for  purposes  of  repair,  and  never 
for  ablution,  fell  an  easy  prey  to  every  epidemic  that  passed 
his  way— he  was  an  old  man  at  thirty,  poisoned  by  his  own 
excretions.  The  modern  Mancunian  is  poisoned  by  the 
excretions  of  his  neighbours. 

“It  will  have  to  be  chronicled  some  day  as  a  contrast  to 
an  improved  state  of  things,  that  once  upon  a  time,  1  sani¬ 
tary  authorities  ’ — and  I  should  like  to  spell  these  two  words 
in  capitals— dissolved  the  excrements  of  the  population  in 
water  which,  in  summer  especially,  produced  a  most  fright¬ 
ful  miasma,  and  actually  fancied  they  had  solved  a  great 
sanitary  problem.  It  is  fortunate  for  us  in  our  present 
state  that  we  have  a  temperate  climate  ;  the  consequence 
of  an  Indian  sun  shining  upon  the  Irwell  in  June  is  too 
appalling  for  consideration.  Some  people— especially  those 
who  have  never  very  minutely  examined  into  the  question, 
or  who,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  occupation  or  en¬ 
vironments,  cannot  be  intimate  with  all  sides  of  the  matter 
involved— have  often  expiessed  their  opinion  that  it  will 
take  many  years  to  clean  the  bed  of  the  Irwell,  even  after 
all  the  sources  of  pollution  have  been  stopped.  Most 
certainly  this  is  not  so— there  are  no  such  extensive  accu¬ 
mulations  as  some  people  imagine,  and  I  speak  from  per¬ 
sonal  experience  and  inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  water¬ 
shed  a  steady  flow  and  a  few  freshets  would  soon  clear  the 
bed  and  I  venture  to  say  that  in  less  than  a  month  fish 
would  live  and  water- weeds  would  grow  in  the  water  over 
the  watershed  from  Dirpley  Hill  to  Throstle  Nest,  and  from 
the  source  of  the  Bradshaw  Brook  on  the  one  side,  to  that  of 
the  Medlock  on  the  other. 

“  The  Irwell  and  its  tributaries  form  a  very  good  study 
for  the  sanitarian,  as  in  thi-  watershed  pollution  by  every 
known  solid  and  liquid  abo.  unation  may  be  found.  How 
long  has  this  been  going  on?  "  'rtainly  before  the  date  of 
the  first  report  of  the  Rivers  i 'dilution  Commission  in  18jj. 
For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  evil  has  been  increasing 
owing  to  the  growth  of  population  and  to  increased  activity 
in  industrial  establishments,  and  were  it  not  for  the  ap- 
proaching  completion  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  it 
would  probably  go  on  increasing  for  another  quarter  of  a 
century. 

“The  requirements,  however,  of  the  Ship  Canal,  render  it 
imperative  that  something  effective  should  be  done,  and 
that  something  quickly;  it  will  be  useless  for  pollutors, 
either  singly  or  in  combination,  kick  against  the  pricks, 
and  they  had  better  be  wise  in  time  and  put  their  houses  in 
order,  so  that  they  may  weather  the  coming  storm,  by  em¬ 
ploying — in  the  language  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Preven¬ 
tion  Act  of  1876— the  best  practicable  means  to  prevent 

pollution.  ....  .  ,  .  ,  . 

“  This  brings  mo  to  another  point,  the  Act  for  making 
further  provision  for  the  Prevention  of  the  Pollution  of 
Rivers,  cited  as  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876. 
One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that  as  the  prevention  of  river 
pollution  by  sewage  and  by  manufacturing  and  mining 
operations  has  been  made  the  subject  of  special  legisla¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  an  easy  thing  to  put  the  law  in  motion 
against  pollutors.  This  is  not  so,  however,  and  as  a  proof  of 
the  worthlessness  of  the  measure  as  a  means  for  preventing 
the  pollution  of  the  Irwell  and  its  tributaries,  I  put  before 
you  a  sample  taken  from  the  river  Irk  yesterday,  after  the 
Act  has  been  in  operation  for  sixteen  and  a-balf  years. 

“If  I  had  to  criticise  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1876,  I 
should  say  that  whoever  drafted  it  had  made  an  egregious 
error  in  his  preamble.  At  present  it  reads,  ‘  Whereas  it 
is  expedient  to  make  further  provision  for  the  prevention 
of  the  pollution  of  rivers,  and  in  particular  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  new  sources  of  pollution.’  lias  the  Act 
effected  this  ?  Has  the  Act  effected  any  amelioration  ? 
Certainly  not.  If  any  improvement  has  been  effected,  it 
has  been  without  the  assistance  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Pro 
vention  Act  and  the  preamble  should  read,  ‘  Whereas 
it  is  expedient  to  make  further  provision  for  securing  the 
pollution  of  rivers,  and  in  particular  to  secure  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  new  sources  of  pollution.’  As  the  preamble 
stands,  neither  of  the  objects  sought  has  been  attained  ;  the 
existence  of  the  Act  has  not  prevented  the  pollution  of  the 
Irwell,  nor  has  it  prevented  the  establishment  of  new 
sources  of  pollution.  It  would  be  far  better  to  quash  all 
such  attempts  at  special  legislation,  and  to  make  offenders 
responsible  for  their  acts  and  deeds  under  the  ordinary  law 
—in  other  words,  the  Rivcr3  Pollution  Prevention  Act  of 
1876  should  be  repealed. 

*  The  poisoning  of  our  streams  and  rivers  is  a  matter 
which  affects  anglers  more  nearly  than  any  other  class  of 
the  community  except  those  who  depend  on  the  rivers  f  tr 
water.  We  give  by  permission  of  Mr.  Davis  a  copy  of  his 
lecture  on  the  subject,  which  seems  to  us  to  be  worthy  of 
most  careful  discussion  by  angling  societies.— Ed.  F.  G. 


“  If  an  Act  were  passed  to  make  all  sanitary  authorities 
more  mindful  of  their  duty  to  the  public  in  sanitary  mat¬ 
ters,  and  to  make  each  member  of  such  authority  personally 
liable  for  damages  duo  to  corporate  neglect,  such  a 
measure  would  find  hearty  support :  our  present  system 
of  dealing  with  matters,  such  as  forms  the  title  of  this 
lecture,  is  an  imperfect  one,  and  must  sooner  or  later  give 
way  to  a  better  order  of  things.  I  speak  as  a  specialist  in 
these  matters— but  with  all  my  knowledge  of  cognate 
matters,  I  should  no  more  think  of  visiting  a  watch  factory 
or  ship-builder’s  yard  with  a  view  to  selecting  the  best 
machinery  for  use  in  these  industries  than  of  undertaking 
a  journey  to  the  moon,  yet  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for 
the  tinker  and  the  tailor,  the  soldier  and  the  sailor,  to  be 
deputed  a  special  committee  to  sift  out  which  is  the  best 
process  of  sewage  treatment  in  order  to  prevent  the  pollu¬ 
tion  of  our  rivers.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  on  this  account 
that  the  results  obtained  so  far  in  attempting  to  deal  with 
the  sewage  problem  are  as  nil  when  conpared  with  the 
monies  expended  upon  them. 

“  There  is  one  bright  spot,  however,  in  the  Act  of  1876— 
the  only  words  of  any  use  are  in  the  index  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  clauses;  sewage  pollutions  and  manufacturing 
and  mining  pollutions.  Here  we  have  sub-divisions  tnat 
may  help  us  to-night,  but  clause  20,  distinctly  nullifies 
any  good  that  has  been  previously  conceded.  ‘  Solid 
matter,’ it  is  stated,  ‘shall  not  include  particles  of  matter 
in  suspension  in  water,’  and  ‘Polluting’  shall  not  include 
innocuous  discoloration.  _  , 

“  We  may  now  turn  to  the  various  pollutions  which 
effected  the  Irwell  watershed. 

“  Upon  the  tabic  in  front  of  you  may  be  seen  specimens 
of  most  of  the  pollutions  with  which  river  sanitarians  have 
of  deal:  they  proceed  from  sewage  outfalls,  cotton  mills, 
chemical  works,  bleach  works,  paper  mills,  dye  works, 
print  works,  woollen  mills,  tanneries,  breweries,  gas  works, 
not  forgetting  the  cooling  water  and  washing  waters  of 
many  other  industries. 

“  Let  us  turn  our  attention  first  to  sewage.  The  Act  of 
1876  has  increased  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  this  fluid. 
Clause  7  states  that  ‘Every  sanitary  or  other  local  autho¬ 
rity  having  sewers  under  their  control  shall  give  facilities 
for  enabling  manufacturers  within  their  district  to  carry 
the  liquids  proceeding  from  their  factories  or  manufac¬ 
turing  process  into  such  sewers. 

“  ‘  Provided  that  this  section  shall  not  extend  to  compel 
any  sanitary  or  other  local  authority  to  admit  into  their 
sewers  any  liquid  which  would  prejudicially  affect  such 
sewers,  or  the  disposal  by  sale,  application  to  land,  or 
otherwise,  of  the  sewage  matter  conveyed  along  such 
sewers,  or  which,  from  its  temperature  or  otherwise,  would 
be  injurious  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view.’ 

“  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  of  1890  is  a 
curious  commentary  upon  these  clauses.  Clause  17  pro¬ 
vides  that  ‘  Every  person  who  turns  or  permits  to  enter  any 
sewer  of  a  local  authority,  or  any  drain  in  connection 
therewith 

“  ‘  (a)  Any  chemical  refuse,  or 

“‘(b)  Any  waste  steam,  condensing  water,  heated 
water,  or  other  liquid  (such  water  or  other  liquid 
being  of  a  higher  temperature  than  110  deg.  F.), 
which,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  the  sewage, 
causes  a  nuisance,  oris  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health, 
shall  bo  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £10,  and  to  a  daily 
penalty  not  exceeding  £5. 

“  Clause  8  of  the  Act  of  1876  gives  every  sanitary  authority 
power  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act ;  but,  strangely 
enough,  it  has  never  seemed  to  enter  the  minds  of  our 
legislators  that  the  sanitary  authorities  may,  after  all,  be 
the  greatest  sinners. 

“  That  every  facility  has  been  given  in  Salford  for  manu 
facturers  to  carry  their  liquids  from  manufacturing  pro 
cesses  into  the  sewers  may  be  seen  from  a  comparison  of  the 
analyses  of  the  Salford  Domestic  Water  Supply  and  the 
sewage  itself,  for  while  the  water  supply  only  contains 
811b.  of  limeper  million  gallons,  the  sewage  contains  1.3211b., 
so  that  some  one  must  put  into  it  over  six  tons  of  lime  per 
day,  or  its  equivalent  of  some  lime  salt. 

"  The  mixture  of  many  of  the  pollutions  you  see  upon  the 
table,  with  ordinary  sewage,  makes  such  an  olla  podridci 
very  difficult  to  treat,  but  in  most  cases  there  is  no  reason 
why  many  of  them  should  be  allowed  entrance  at  all  into 
any  river  or  watercourse,  as  they  form  an  important  source 
of  revenue  to  the  works  producing  them,  when  they  are 
dealt  with  by  the  ‘  best  practicable  means.’  ” 

(  To  be  continued.) 
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SST  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 


Add 


f  30  min, 
40 
45 


for 


Chelsea. 

Putney. 

Hammer-  Add 
smith. 

Barnes. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


1 50 


55  min.  for  Kew. 

75  „  ,,  Richmond. 

80  ,,  ,,  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

85  „  „  Teddington. 


Time  oe 

Ilian  Water  at 

London 

Bridge. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Mar. 

7 . 

...10.57  .. 

.  11.41 

Sunday,  ,, 

8 . 

.  .  - 

. 0.19 

Monday,  „ 

9 . 

...  0.50  .. 

. 1.16 

Tuesday,  ,, 

10 . 

...  1.42  .. 

Wednesday,, 

11 . 

...  2.27  .. 

. 2.48 

Thursday,  „ 

12 . 

...  3.11  .. 

. 3.31 

Friday,  „ 

13 . 

...  3.51  .. 

. 4.12 

English,  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  With 
the  presence  of  so  many  jack  in  the  river  I  have  received 
several  communications  in  condemnation  of  trailing  which 
is  being  practised  now  on  the  Thames.  Although  not  at 
present  an  illegal  offence,  in  the  opinion  of  true  and  honest 
anglers  it  is  an  unsportsmanlike  and  very  unpopular 
method  of  catching  jack.  I  have  received  a  letter  a  few 
days  since  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  the  active  honorary 
river  keeper  at  CherLscy,  in  which  he  says  “I  should  be 


glad  if  you  would  mention  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  un¬ 
sportsmanlike  conduct  of  one  of  the  fishermen  (not  from 
Chortsey)  with  two  anglers  who,  on  the  morning  of 
March  1,  from  about  eleven  o'clock  until  past  two,  were 
rowing  up  and  down  the  reach  between  Laleham  and 
Chortsey  Weir  in  a  boat  with  two  rods  over  the  stern  trail¬ 
ing.  I  spoke  to  them  and  said  it  was  hardly  fair  fishing, 
when  they  answered  mo  in  far  from  gentlemanly  terms.  1 
feel  sure  for  the  benefit  of  all  true  anglers  that  those  who 
practise  this  should  be  placed  before  the  fishing  public, 
and  perhaps  it  might  do  good  by  shaming  them.  Vou  can 
use  my  name  in  whatever  way  you  like,  as  there  wore 
several  who  were  equally  disgusted  with  their  conduct.” 
I  am  afraid  the  exposure  of  it  will  not  put  to  shame  those 
who  arc  in  the  habit  of  doing  it,  and  although  Mr.  Arm¬ 
strong  without  any  fear  has  given  me  the  name  of  the 
fisherman,  who  hails  from  some  distance  lower  down  the 
river,  it  is  not  policy  to  be  personal,  though  I  can  tell  him 
that  trailing  during  a  thirty-three  years’  work  on  the  river 
has  always  been  a  thorn  in  my  flesh  to  witness  it.  I  have 
great  hopes  when  the  first  chance  comes  the  Conservators 
will  make  it  an  illegal  offence.  As  we  are  now  nearing 
the  slow  season  an  amount  of  anxiety  exists  as  to  the 
safety  and  movements  of  the  spawning,  and  the  dace  are 
the  first  to  commence  operations  in  that  direction.  Already 
they  have  made  what  may  be  termed  their  first  shift  and  a 
large  quantity  have  put  in  an  appearance  at  Hampton 
Court.  On  the  1st  inst.  all  the  punts  that  that  were  out 
with  anglers  underwent  an  examination  by  the  head  river 
keeper  of  the  T.  A.P.S.,  at  Teddington,  Twickenham,  and 
Richmond,  with  the  satisfactory  report  they  did  not  find 
one  unsizable  fish— there  were  twenty-three  punts  out. 
These  examinations  are  now  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 
the  results  in  the  official  results  have  been  of  a  very  grati¬ 
fying  character.— B. 

Richmond.— Job  Brain  sent  during  the  week  401b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  Job  Brain,  jun.,  in  two  days,  201b. 
Henry  Howard  during  fhe  week  311b.  Henry  Mansell, 
351b.,  and  H.  Wheeler  a  fine  barbel  of  9Jlb. 

Twickenham.— C.  Brown  in  one  day  161b.  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  during  the  week,  on  other  days,  301b. ;  Samuel 
Cole,  in  one  day,  151b.,  and  another  day  131b.;  George  Coxen, 
during  the  week,  701b. ;  John  Coxen,  in  three  days,  301b., 
one  of  the  roach  weighing  lib.  2oz. ;  Richard  Coxen,  in 
three  days,  341b.;  Pert  Hammerton,  during  the  week,  421b. ; 
W.  Jackson,  during  the  week,  361b. ;  Richard  Moffatt,  an 
average  of  eight  dozen  each  day  ;  and  John  Spong,  in  four 
days,  601b. ;  and  in  one  other  day  with  Mr.  Bage  and 
Mr.  Westley,  301b.  of  roach,  the  largest  lib.  7oz.,four  bream, 
and  a  chub  of  41b. 

Teddington.— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  one  day,  eig;ht  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  jack ;  C.  Baldwin,  in  one 
day,  seven  dozen  ;  and  B.  Stevens,  in  two  days,  eighteen 
dozen. 

Kingston.— John  Johnson,  in  four  days,  thirty-five 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  jack  ;  John  Knight,  in 
one  day,  from  the  bank,  five  dozen  of  dace ;  and  N. 
Bolton,  in  three  days,  twenty-four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace. 

Hampton  Court.— James  Hedger,  in  one  day,  four 
dozen  of  dace,  and  it  has  been  about  the  only  punt  out  this 
week. 

Sunbury.— J.  Stroud,  in  one  day,  a  brace  of  jack,  one  fish 
weighing  51b.,  and  the  other  341b.  ;  N.  Milbourne,  two  jack 
in  one  day,  weighing  respectively,  71b.  and  51b. ;  and  J. 
Herbert,  in  one  day,  two  dozen  of  roach. 

Chertsey.— J.  Boulter,  one  day  two  brace  of  jack,  and 
another  day  with  Mr.  Hepburn,  five  chub,  the  largest 
21b.  15oz. ;  J.  Hackctt,  with  Mr.  J.  Chapman,  three  chub 
and  a  quantity  of  dace  ;  Mr.  E.  Rowles,  in  one  day,  four 
jack,  weighing  261b. ;  Mr.  Armstong  has  taken  some  good 
chub,  and  has  recently  picked  up  a  dead  trout  of  6Rb., 
much  decomposed,  and  a  splendid  jack  of  941b.,  apparently 
killed  by  the  frost. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  six  days, 
and  done  well  with  roach  and  chub,  some  of  the  dace 
taking  251b.  and  261b. 

>  Upper  Thames.— The  upper  waters  of  the  Thames  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  very  best  possible  order  for  winter  fishing,  and 
jack,  roach,  chub,  and  perch  are  well  on,  but  for  foemen 
worthy  the  angler's  steel  just  now,  commend  me  to  jack 
work  pur  et  simple.  The  reports  from  some  seven  or  eight 
stations  all  tell  of  fair  work  being  done.  At  Marlow  and 
adjacent  waters,  within  the  week  past  some  twenty  jack 
have  been  had,  best  fish  being  taken  by  Mr.  Woods,  841b. 
The  curtain  falls  on  Thames  coarse  fishing  on  Friday  even¬ 
ing,  the  14th  inst.,  so  anglers  should  take  advantage  of  the 
exceeding  excellence  of  the  water  for  the  few  days  that 
remain  of  the  season,  1890-1.  A  bank  fisherman  the  other 
day  near  Maidenhead  had  a  pretty  15lb.  of  roach  in  a  day’s 
sitting.  Weather  dry  and  pleasant,  with  westerly  breeze. 
—Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— Very  fair  sport  being  had  with 
the  chub,  they  are  feeding  every  day,  though  angling  in  a 
gale  of  wind  is  not  very  pleasant.  My  best  day  this  week 
with  a  customer,  twenty  chub,  two  dace,  and  one  very 
line  roach,  15in.  in  length,  and  weighed  lib.  9oz.  The  jack 
are  beginning  to  move,  but  there  has  not  been  much  done 
with  them  here.  They  are  to  come.— G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Windsor).— An  extremely  boisterous  week 
has  rendered  angling  rather  unpleasant  and  unprofitable. 
A  few  jack  have  been  caught ;  one  angler,  Mr.  G.  W.  Deller, 
of  Eaton,  in  a  very  short  time  taking  four  from  a  lay-bye, 
near  Windsor  Bridge.  Miscellaneous  baskets  of  chub  and 
roach  have  been  had,  the  best  being  one  of  841b.,  by  Mr. 
Young,  of  Windsor.  Water  is  in  good  condition  but 
getting  low.  Should  heavy  rains  fall,  which  at  time  of 
writing  appear  imminent,  it  will  greatly  enhance  the 
chance  of  a  trout  when  the  Thames  season  opens  on  the 
1st  prox.— B.  It.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Cold  March  winds  have  been  the 
prevailing  feature  of  the  week.  The  water-side  has  there¬ 
fore  been  quite  deserted,  and  the  close  of  coarse  fishing 
seems  likely  to  be  a  blank.  Water  is,  however,  in  fine 
colour.— Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— River  very  low  and  gin-clear. 
Very  few  fish  being  killed  except  below  New  Bridge. 
Killing  flies,  Blue  Upright,  Silver  Twist,  Hare’s  Flex. 
Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— The  end  of  the  coarse  fish  season  is  near, 
and  with  fine  weather  anglers  are  numerous.  Roach  and 
bream  arc  feeding  in  the  canal,  and  a  few  small  pike  have 
been  taken ;  but  perch,  for  which  this  water  was  a  few 
seasons  since  famous,  are  seldom  secured.  The  Adur  in 
the  tidal  water  is  still  the  favourite  resort,  and  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made.  The  Brighton  Anglers 
hold  their  next  competition  on  the  12th,  doubtless  on  this 
water.  Fishing  on  Tuesday  on  a  feeder  to  a  trout  preserve 
in  West  Sussex,  I  secured  a  fine  pike,  length  3ft.  44in.,  and 
weight  201b.  This  fish,  in  shallow  water,  full  of  reed  and 
rush  beds,  had  run  the  gauntlet  for  some  years,  and  must 
have  taken  considerable  toll  during  its  occupation.  Half- 
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an-hour  s  fight  through  rood  beds,  and  once  through  the 

landing  net,  gave  a  bit  of  excitement.  A  fish  of  lib.  must 
be  accredited  to  Mrs.  George  Morgan.  Smelt  are  in  the 
harbours,  and  will  keep  anglers’  hands  in  during  the  com- 
piilsory  Iresh  water  closing.— George  F.  Saltek. 

Douglas  lisle  of  Man).—  On  Saturday  last  there 
seemed  every  promise  of  the  much  needed  rain,  for  the 
opening  day  on  Monday,  but  with  the  exception  of  two 
slight  passing  showers  none  fell;  so  the  streams  remain 
deplorably  short  of  water,  and  as  the  barometer  remains 
high  and  steady,  writh  north-westerly  winds,  the  rain 
seems  as  far  oil’  as  ever.  Considering  the  adverse  circum¬ 
stances,  those  who  were  out  did  quite  as  much  as  they 
expected,  the  warm  westerly  wind  being  in  favour  of  fly¬ 
fishing.  The  “Gardenia”  had  not  a  chance.  Sea  fishing 
continues  very  fair,  although  the  whiting  are  beginning  to 
leave  us;  they  arc  gradually  making  off  into  deep  water, 
but  against  that,  pollack  and  coal  fish  are  coming  in  ;  and 
are  taking  more  freely — for  an  hour  or  so  before  dusk  both 
take  the  fly  and  India-rubber  sand  eel,  and  at  dusk  the 
codlings  will  take  the  same  bait.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Dove  fine  and  clear,  as  are 
tributaries.  Some  few  grayling  have  been  taken  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Birdsgrove  Club,  among  whom  may  be 
mentioned  Mr.  It.  Ward,  and  from  the  Okeover  by  the 
Kev.  H.  Anson  ;  the  flies  used  on  the  first  named  length 
being  Hare  s  Ear,  Dun,  Cowdung  fly,  and  small  Coachman, 
l).  and  \Y  .  II.  Foster,  Asbbourno. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  river  has,  for  a  full  week,  been 
down  at  summer  level,  and  angling  is  at  a  standstill.  The 
worst  of  it  is,  the  disease  is  spreading  rapidly.  It  is  sad  to 
see  so  many  fine  salmon,  which  a  few  weeks  ago  came  up 
from  the  sea  clean,  handsome  fish,  drawing  in  to  the  sides 
of  the  pools,  covered  with  the  fatal  fungus.  If  a  spate  does 
not  come  soon,  there  will  be  very  few  sound  salmon  in  the 
riv'er,  except  the  fresh  arrivals.  The  nets  in  the  Solway  are 
doing  well,  the  strong  west  wrind  and  the  low  state  of  the 
river  suiting  them  admirably.  Though  trout  fishing  began 
nominally  on  Monday,  I  have  not  heard  of  anyone  being 
out.  'lhe  early  flies  are  on  the  water,  but  trout  are  not 
rising  freely  at  them.  The  only  salmon  killed  with  the 
rod  this  week  that  I  have  heard  of  was  a  fine  fish  of  181b., 
by  Sam  Wright,  in  the  Association  water,  below  Carlisle. 
—Silver  Grey. 

Exe  (Tiverton). — The  season  opened  on  the  Association 
water  on  Monday  last.  Owing  to  the  very  low  state  of  the 
river,  very  little  was  or  has  been  done.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  they  have  had  very  indifferent  sport, 
the  fish  being  in  very  fair  condition.  Rain  is  badly  wanted. 
-Wm.  Windford. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— March  comes  in 
quite  a  proverbial  fashion.  ,  Galesbf  wind  have  been  pre¬ 
vailing, 'accompanied  by  afewjshowers  ;  but  the  latter  have 
scarcely  been  heavy  enough  to  do  much  in  the  way  of 
colouring  the  waters  in  the  drains.  They  will  possibly 
freshen  the  water  somewhat,  which  is  much  wanted,  for 
seldom  have  we  had  a  season  when,  at  the  beginning  of 
March,  the  drains  have  been  as  low  or  as  stale  as  at  the- 
present  time.  The  wind  has  been  against  bottom  fishing  ; 
but  if  it  will  only  settle  down  again  some  good  sport  would 
doubtless  be  had.  The  roughening  of  the  water  by  the 
wind  has  suited  the  trailers,  inasmuch  as  the  fish  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  [shy  at  the  bait  offered.  There  are  said 
to  have  been  some  good  catches,  but  particulars  are  not 
given.  Several  visitors  are  expected  this  week-end  or 
next,  and  many  make  a  point  of  winding  up  the  season 
with  a  visit  to  these  waters,  if  at  all  fit.  Prospects  are 
fairly  good  ;  but  I  fancy  the  heavy  fish  of  last  year  will  not 
be  equalled.-  Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  somewhat  .finer  weather  has 
brought  out  more  anglers  than  in  the  previous  week,  but 
since  the  1st  instant  storms  of  wind  have  been  against 
float  fishing.  Last  week  there  was  quite  a  large  number 
of  pike  taken,  some  of  a  good  size.  On  the  New  Warping 
Drain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haxey,  some  visitors  from 
Sheffield  and  Rotherham  had  the  luck  one  day  to  get 
twenty  fish.  Three  visitors,  Messrs.  Powell,  Scholes,  and 
Broddard  in  a  very  short  time  got  seven  fish,  but  heavy 
fish  were  at  a  discount.  These  fish  scaled  a  trifle  over 
-01b.  Better  fish  have  come  from  the  old  river  Misson 
way.  A  good  many  visitors  are  expected  next  week  to 
wind-up  the  season.  The  Sheffield  Association  are 
having  a  cheap  special  for  their  waters  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Keadby  on  Monday,  and  if  the  weather  is  fine 
many  will  take  advantage  of  it.  I  hear  it  is  likely  that 
a  good  piece  of  the  Stockwith  canal  will  be  secured  for 
a  district  club.  It  contains  plenty  of  fish,  but  there  are 
said  to  be  some  little  restrictions  as  to  Sunday  fishing.— L. 

Lea.— To-day,  Thursday,  I  have  visited  many  portions  of 
the  river  and  found  it,  without  exception,  to  be  in  the  best 
possible  condition ;  in  fact  it  could  not  possibly  be  in 
better  order.  I  have  heard  of  but  little  sport  having  been 
had.  The  particulars,  as  far  as  I  could  get  them,  were  to  the 
following  effect ' Tottenham.—  Mr.  H.  T.  Hazlewood,  of 
the  Eagle  Angling  Society,  had  a  nice  jack  weighing 
31b.  lloz.,  some  few  other  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Ponders  End.— Mr.  George  Holling- 
berg,  junr.,  of  the  Railway  Hotel,  duringithis  week  has 
been  out  and  managed  to  capture  two  jack,  weighing  111b. ; 
he  tells  me  that  they  were  a  male  and  female  fish,  and 
that  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  the  spawning 
operations  having  commenced.  Waltham  Abbey.— But 
little  has  been  done  since  the  local  competition  on  the  1st 
inst.  Mr.  Gutteridge,  of  Ponders  End,  was  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize  ;  otherwise  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  re¬ 
port.  The  angling  competition  promoted  by  Mr.  Avis,  of 
the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Waltham  Abbey,  promises  to  be 
a  big  success.  The  same  will  take  place  on  March  15 ; 
conditions  as  follows,  viz :— One  rod.  only,  open  to  all 
comers ;  roving  match ;  boundary  from  Enfield  Lock 
to  the  Aqueduct  near  Cheshunt,  all  fish  to  weigh, 
barring  jack  and  eels  ;  fishing  to  commence  at  eleven  a. in. 
and  terminates  at  5.30  p.m.  W eigh  in  at  the  King’s  Arms 
at  six  o’clock  ;  all  prizes  will  be  distributed  the  same  even¬ 
ing;  the  whole  of  the  entrance  fees,  after  deducting  work¬ 
ing  expenses,  will  be  given  in  prizes  in  addition  to  a  hand¬ 
some  timepiece,  presented  by  Mr.  Avis  ;  tackle  presented 
by  Mr.  Sowerbutts  ;  a  prize  presented  by  Mr.  Izzard,  of  the 
Britannia  Hotel,  Waltham  Abbey,  and  a  fewotherpromised 
prizes.  The  entrance  fees  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  H.  Avis,  who 
will  accept  the  same  until  the  starting  time.  The  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  officiate  as  referee. 
—Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Fishing  has  this  week  been  briskly  pursued, 
but  with  anything  but  conspicuous  success.  Months  have 
passed  since  there  was  anything  like  a  decent  fall  of  rain, 
and  the  rivers  have  become  very  low  and  fine.  Just  now 
it  would  indeed  be  a  blessing  if  a  good  downpour  was  forth¬ 
coming,  as  it  would  not  only  assist  anglers,  but  increase 
the  general  supply  in  the  reservoirs  which  serve  Leicester, 
this  source  being  now  extremely  low.  From  the  outlying 
resorts  none  of  the  takes  are  worth  recording,  but  at  the 


Leicester  Society’s  waters  most  of  the  old  hands  have  been 
out,  chub,  perch,  pike,  and  dace  being  among  the  spoil 
shovvn.  Mr.  J.  Parsons  [secured  a  good  lot  of  perch,  and 
Mr.  Hobbs  had  dace  and  pike  of  decent  size. 

Loddon  (Earley). — River  in  capital  condition,  and  good 
sport  has  been  had.  This  week  several  jack  have  been 
taken,  from  31b.  up  to  91b. ;  also  some  good  takes  of  roach 
and  perch  ;  several  baskets  from  81b.  to  151b.  of  roach.  One 
gentleman  landed  a  brace  of  fine  perch,  2Ub.  and  31b.  All 
fish  in  this  water  are  well  on  the  feed.— J.  It.  Gould. 

kugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
at  a  good  level.  Angling  has  been  quiet,  the  weather 
being  cold  and  windy.  The  fish  have  been  rising  during 
the  middle  of  the  day,  but  there  have  been  only  a  few  flies 
out.  The  flies  for  the  present  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red  and  March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  should  be  good 
with  the  worm.  When  the  weather  gets  warmer  sport 
should  be  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order,  but  there  has 
not  been  anything  done  in  it  yet.— G Wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).—  Rivers  are 
low  and  clear,  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  which  has  been 
tried  by  some  three  or  four  rods,  with  varied  success.  Trout 
fishing  opened  in  this  district  on  Monday  last,  since  which 
we  have  experienced  a  succession  of  boisterous  winds  from 
the  west,  making  it  difficult  to  keep  the  line  on  the  water. 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer  and  Cowdung  fly 
are  the  best  just  now.  Trout  are  reported  to  be  in  very 
good  condition  for  so  early  in  the  year.  The  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  season  and  during  the  time  the  March  Brown 
is  out  Pinsley  fishing  is  at  its  best.  Prospects  for  next 
week  are  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Anglers  seem  to  have  been 
doing  very  little  during  the  past  week.  Water  is  in  good 
all-round  condition.  Pike  are  well  left  alone ;  they  are 
now  approaching  their  spawning  time,  which  is,  I  think, 
rather  early  in  the  Medway.  Roach  are  taking  the  worm. 
— Wm.  Shrubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— The  water  is  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition,  and  during  the  week  good  baskets  of  roach  have 
been  taken  with  the  worm,  and  several  good  pike  have 
been  taken  as  well  as  an  occasional  chub.  Anglers 
should  be  busy  now  as  the  close  time  is  approaching. — Ye 
Medway  Water  Rat. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— Very  severe  weather  has 
this  week  been  experienced  throughout  the  county,  the 
back  river  near  Peterboro  being  covered  with  ice  of  con¬ 
siderable  thickness.  Anglers  have  been  busy  and  a  few 
fine  pike  have  rewarded  their  efforts.  The  corporation  of 
Northampton  has  just  purchased  a  consignment  of  trout 
for  their  water  reservoirs,  from  the  Marquis  of  Exeter’s 
place  at  Burghley  House  ;  I  trust  they  will  thrive.  The 
annual  meeting  of  lhe  Whittlesey  Angling  Association 
was  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  at  the  Falcon 
Hotel,  when  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  anglers. 
The  accounts,  showing  a  balance  on  the  right  side  were 
passed.  A  discussion  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  soon  obtaining  a  good  stock  of  fish  were  very 
hopeful,  and  it  was  resolved  that  steps  should  be  at  once 
taken  to  increase  the  society’s  water.  It  was  also  resolved 
to  take  severe  measures  for  the  suppression  of  netting 
and  other  illegal  practices,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
angling  public  will  lend  their  assistance  to  wards  t  his 
laudable  object. — W.J. 

Norfolk  Rivers  and  Broads.— Reports  as  to  sport  are 
not  good,  and  its  only  here  and  there  one  hears  of  anything 
like  a  catch.  The  largest  pike  I’ve  heard  of  is  241b.,  from  a 
Broad  on  the  Bure.  I  believe  a  number  of  jack  have  been 
caught  lately  on  Rockland,  and  one  gent  was  too  late  by  a 
day,  and  was  detected  liggering,  so  he  has  to  appear  before 
the  magistrates,  when  he  will  find  this  is  not  leap  year,  so 
there  was  no  29ch  of  February  as  he  thought.  The  next 
fortnight  should  yield  some  good  fish. — R.  Moll. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— There  is  no  doubt  for  big 
specimen  roach  the  next  five  weeks,  should  the  weather 
be  favourable,  is  the  best  part  of  the  year  to  have  them  on 
this  river.  Past  experience  can  testify  to  more  big  runs 
had  if  the  angler  has  the  proper  tackle  and  proper  baited 
swims.  This  is  a  quick  river,  and  requires  strong  tackle, 
leaded  well,  so  as  to  get  at  the  bottom  quickly.  My  advice 
is,  write  to  Mr.  Rolfe,  Ram  Hotel,  and  he  will  bait  swims 
fit ;  also  see  his  roach  tackle,  such  as  they  use,  and  give  his 
a  trial,  and  I  think,  with  his  advice,  the  angler  will  be 
satisfied.  Boats  on  the  spot ;  secure  a  few  gentles.  A 
little  lower  down  stream  some  good  roach  up  to  fib.  each 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  each  have  been  had  a  few  days  ago. 
Since  last  report  the  frosty  evenings  have  left  us  for  the 
present,  and  wo  are  now  having  March  weather.  Wind 
bright  and  river  clear.  I  think  the  pike,  after  a  few 
days,  best  left  alone ;  they  will  soon  be  getting  on  their 
spawning  beds.— J.  O.  George. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Otters  are  again  becoming  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  anglers  in  this  district,  several 
fine  pike  having  recently  been  found  dead  with  unmis¬ 
takable  marks  left  by  these  brutes.  While  going  his 
rounds  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  keeper  Henry 
Collins,  found  on  Bleak’s  Holt,  near  Oxford  Mill,  a  fine 
pike  which  turned  the  scales  at  101b.,  over  two  lb.  had 
been  eaten  away  by  otters.  A  fine  carp  that  has  been  kept 
for  many  years  by  the  Welstead  family,  expired  recently 
during  the  severe  weather.  It  has  been  preserved  and 
added  to  a  fine  collection  of  Ouse  fishes,  presented  by  Dr. 
Evans  to  the  Literary  Institute  Reading-room.  On  Friday 
last,  a  pike,  undoubtedly  the  champion  of  the  season  in 
this  district,  was  captured  near  Peterborough  by  a  local 
angler  named  Betts,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Jolly  Anglers’ 
Club.  The  fish,  a  male  specimen  was  in  grand  condition, 
and  gave  the  lucky  angler  some  fine  play  before  it  was 
grassed.  It  turned  the  scales  at  211b.,  length  nearly  40in., 
and  girth  19J.  This  splendid  fish  is  to  be  preserved  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  club— the  Globe  Inn,  Peterborough. 

A  few  fine  chub  have  also  been  captured,  an  angler  named 
Wright  being  responsible  for  a  beauty  of  4i]lb.  Roach 
have  been  biting  well  during  the  last  few  days,  and  several 
good  dishes  have  been  obtained.— W.J. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Anglers  have  been  busy  with  the 
small  jack  for  the  last  few  days,  but  no  large  ones  have 
been  taken.  On  the  1st  inst.  one  local  had  no  less  than 
twenty  runs  and  only  landed  two  sizable  fish.  Another 
had  seven  runs,  but  did  not  succeed  in  taking  a  fish,  and 
several  others  had  a  quantity  of  runs,  only  landing  five 
fish  of  any  size  ;  but  perhaps  the  rough  winds  which  are 
prevailing  may  bring  some  decent  ones  on  feed,  for  the 
largest  I  can  hear  of  is  a  four-pounder.— H.  Prout. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).— Both  streams 
I  a  nice  height,  and  in  excellent  condition,  and  several 
anglers  have  been  very  successful  among  the  chub  during 
the  past  week,  with  pith  and  brains,  and  with  scatchings. 

A  few  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn,  in  excellent 
|  condition,  but  small.  Trout  fishing  commenced  here  yes¬ 
terday  (2nd  inst.).  There  were  a  few  fish  taken,  but  they 
I  are  not  in  condition  yet.— Fieldwing. 


„  ®?,ver,n  Shrewsbury).— The  trout  fishing  season  opened 
on  Monday,  but  little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  although  a 
number  of  anglers  tried  their  luck.  The  river  has  been, 
and  still  is,  in  good  condition,  but  March  has  fulfilled  the 
old  proverb,  and  literally  come  in  like  the  lion,  making 
angling  anything  but  pleasant.— Piscator. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  in  capital 
order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  this  week  has  been  cold  and  windy  and  rain  has 
tfireatened.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  since  the  trout 
came  into  season  on  Monday,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have 
been  taken.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February 
a1?ii  ,  ai'c,^  Brown.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  Mr.  Husk  tried  tne  water  near  the 
paper  mills  and  landed  two  pike  31b.  each  with  the  minnow. 
U  nder  vVhitcliffe  a  nice  lot  of  fish  were  caught  on  Monday. 
!r n -A-ue^ia'M  trout  lib.  weight  were  caught  along  theFolley 
by  Mr.  H.  Brookes,  with  the  minnow.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Glun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  and  nice  trout  caught  in 
the  Gorve  on  Monday.  Trout  have  been  sold  at  the  Fish- 
mongers  at  Is.  Cd.  per  lb. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  is  now  in 
good  trim  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and 
windy  and  but  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  as  yet.  The 
fish  have  moved  fairly  well  and  trout  have  been  taking 
the  February  Red,  Blue,  Dun  and  March  Brown,  but  few 
fish  have  been  caught.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Little 
Hereford  several  fine  salmon  have  been  taken  from  the 
water  dead,  bearing  marks  of  bruises  on  the  head.  The 
lied  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  clear  and  in  order  for  fishing. 
—  WORCESTER. 


Trent  (Newark).— If  no  heavy  bags  are  recorded  in  the 
Newark  district  during  the  past  week  some  capital 
specimen  fish  make  amends,  for  amongst  others  may  be 
mentioned  a  bream  of  41b.  13oz„  a  chub  of  31b.  lloz.,  a 
roach  of  lib.  5jOz.,  and  dace  up  to  7oz.,  and  the  latter  on 
several  occasions  have  taken  the  worm  freely  in  the  Devon, 
for  on  Saturday  Mr.  W.  Mountney  basketed  forty  of  these 
game  little  fellows,  running  about  three  to  the  pound. 
Blustering  weather  has  been  favourable  for  pikeing  pur- 
suits  and  several  have  fallen  victims,  chiefly  by  the  aid  of 
live  bait,  5 j  1  b.  and  71b,  representing  best  fish  ;  but  several 
of  our  prominent  pike  fishermen  have  hung  up  their  tackle 
for  the  season,  considering  it  out  of  place  to  attempt  their 
capture  after  the  end  of  February,  and  may  others  in 
future  years  follow  suit.— Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Boisterous  winds  during  the 
week  have  seriously  interfered  with  angling  pursuits,  and 
the  sport,  met  with  has  been  of  the  most  meagre  descrip¬ 
tion.  At  the  close  of  last  week  several  members  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  were  out  pikeing 
in  private  waters,  and  some  remarkably  good  fish  fell  to 
their  lot.  Mr.  Hootton,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
weighed  in  one  of  the  heaviest  specimens  (1441b.)  of  the 
season,  and  I  hear  that  he  caught  it  in  one  of  the  railway 
cuttings  near  Castle  Donnington.  Mr.  W.  Hall  had  sub¬ 
stantial  fish  from  Kelham,  and  Mr.  C.  Jackson  returned 
from  a  select  “  shop  ”  with  a  full  basket.  Mr.  Shaw,  of 
Alfreton-road,  was,  with  a  friend,  also  very  successful, 
getting  between  501b.  and  GOlb.  Mr.  H.  Coxon  had  six  chub 
on  Saturday,  weighing  1141b.,  and  a  very  choice  fish  was 
killed  in  the  Shardlow  length.  Sport  remains  quiet  at 
Weston,  although  I  learn  that  one  day  last  week  Mr. 
Harrington,  one  of  the  subscribers,  took  a  rare  sample  of 
roach  ;  twelve  of  the  fish  weighing  nearly  asmany  pounds. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Whitehall  and  Mr.  J.  Theaker  have  taken  some 
fine  dace  and  chub  above  Willington  Bridge  with  the 
Cockspur  worm.— The  Man-at-tiie-Clubs. 

Wharfe.— Both  this  river  and  the  Yore  are  exceedingly 
low  and  clear  at  present ;  fish  have  been  rising  during  the 
day  at  the  Early  Brown  and  VGaterhen  Bloa,  but  there  will 
be  few  anglers  out  in  Yorkshire  until  Easter.  A  noted 
Leeds  anglers  caught  two  fine  pike  last  Saturday  on  pre¬ 
served  water,  weight  201b.  and  841b.  respectively.— F.  M. 
Walbran. 


Witham,  &c.  (Lincoln). — I  hear  the  waters  of  the 
Witham  are  in  fairly  good  condition  for  angling,  though 
still  somewhat  bright.  The  sport  after  pike  has  not  been 
during  the  last  few  days  quite  as  good  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  still  a  lot  of  fish  are  said  to  have  been  caught.  No 
big  fish  are  as  yet  particularised.  The  wind  has  affected 
the  bottom  fishing  adversely,  but  in  sheltered  spots  fish 
have  been  biting  better.  This  applies  also  to  the  Fondyke, 
roach  fishing  on  which  would  be  good  if  the  wind  would 
only  drop.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  there  are  to  be  cheap 
excursions  for  anglers  from  the  West  Riding  to  all  stations 
down  to  Boston,  with  the  privilege  of  staying  three  days. 
If  the  weather  only  holds  pleasant  and  spring-like  as  in 
the  last  few  days,  a  very  large  number  of  anglers  may  be 
expected  to  take  advantage  of  them.  At  all  events  the 
people  who  lay  themselves  out  for  accommodating  them 
are  expecting  such  to  be  the  case.— Luci. 

Wye,  Hereford.— Notice  I  give  to  my  fly  fishing  brethren 
that  although  the  nets  of  Mr.  Stephens  have  been  bought 
off  and  rods  advertised  in  the  Field  and  Fishing  Gazette, 
everything  is  left  by  the  association  “as  you  was,”  or  in 
other  words  in  the  “  go  as  you  please  ”  style,  so  utterly 
destructive  to  fly  fishing,  viz,  “minnows,'’  natural  anil 
artificial,  “prawns,’’  “worms.”  Several  anglers  have  told 
me  they  will  neither  take  tickets  nor  their  license  in 
consequence.  Out  of  the  very  few— under[six,  I  am 
told — two  certainly  have  been  taken  “spinning.” — 
Laxoring. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).  —  The 

rivers  are  exceedingly  low  at  present,  and  no  chance  of 
any  sport  with  either  salmon  or  trout  until  we  have  been 
favoured  with  a  good  heavy  rainfall.— H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— No  salmon  taken 
during  the  past  week,  and  no  prospect  of  sport  with  trout 
until  we  have  rain.  The  river  still  continues  very  low  and 
bright.  White  frosts  in  the  morning  and  bright  sun  mid¬ 
day.  Several  dead  salmon  have  been  observed  during  the 
past  week  or  so  floating  down  from  the  upper  waters,  but 
cannot  hear  of  any  known  disease. — H. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  river  is  now  very  low  and  bright, 
and  only  a  few  anglers  venture  out,  the  weather  being  very 
cold.  The  last  few  nights  have  not  been  so  frosty,  and 
there  appears  to  bo  a  prospect  of  rain,  without  which  very 
little  spqrt  will  be  had.  A  good  freshet  is  necessary  to  rid 
the  river  of  a  vast  quantity  of  dead  salmon,  caused  by  Sapro- 
legnia  ferax. — T.  R. 


Scotch,  Reports. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Angling  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  river  has  been  prosecuted  with  indifferent  success, 
and  a  spate  is  much  needed.  The  water  is  too  low  and 
clear,  and  besides  there  is  a  great  want  of  fish  on  the 
middle  and  lower  sections.  However,  farther  inland 
things  are  different,  for  on  the  upper  sections  fairly  good 
sport  continues  to  be  got  in  spite  of  the  adverse  circum- 
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Winces  noted  above.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches  several  fish 
are  blfne  got  dally  by  the  royal  keepers  and  others,  and 
wfth  a  shift  in  the  water  the  sport  here  will  be  much  en¬ 
hanced  The  Ballater  section  still  leads  in  the  matter  of 
big  totals,  the  best  sport  being  got  in  the  earlier  part  ot 

in.  _ iJ  n™  inv^manlrl  Arms  Hotel  w&tei  Air.  j . 

on  the 


the  week.  On  the  Invercauld  Arms 
Muller  landed  nine  fish,  scaling  from  71b  to  101b 

21st  ult. ;  five  salmon,  from  91b.  to  101b.,  on  the* -3rd, . Lorn, 
from  81b.  to  91b..  on  the  24th  ;  three  81b.,  91b.,  and  19U).,  on 
the  25th  ;  two,  of  811b.  and  91b. ;  on  the  27th,  while  Mr. 1 "  * 
liam  Muller  had  two,  of  81b.  and  161b.  on  the  23rd,  and  two 
of  811b.  and  711b.  on  the  24th  ult.  On  the  Monaltree  water 
McIntosh,  keeper,  landed  three,  Odb.,  91 b.,  and  14 

on  Monday  one  of  91b. ;  on  Wednesday,  oa®  feronVttb 
Thursday.  On  the  Morven  water,  Mr.  A.  Cameron  Mb., 
91h  and  111b.,  on  Saturday  last;  and  J.  Harder,  two  ol 
811b.  and  91b.  on  Tuesday.  On  Mr.  Keiller  s  water  t\vo  and 

three  fish  are  being  got  every  day  of  average  weights. 

This  water  has  not  fished  so  well  fort^  l^sUen  years.  On 
Glentana  waters  Sir  William  c. 


the  I orest  of  Glentana  waters  sir  w imam  Crooks, 
Bart  M  P.,  and  friends,  are  having  fair  average  sport,  son 
days’ being  better  than  others,  but  ^  tbc  whoie  a  good 
avprae-o  is  being:  run  up.  Forest  of  Glentana.  oaimon 
continue  to  be  taken  freely  in 

nnnia  T.nattweek  in  the  long  low  pool  at  W atersiue  tne  usu 
were  distinctly  seen  by  the  score,  yet  not  one  30fodtrv°a 
at  a  flv  The  gillie  in  attendance  was  allowed  to  try  a 
ata  SI  singular  result  of  landing  a  heavy  fresh 


the  results  have  been  meagre,  wu  K"- 

tain  Seargent  .  tended  a_mce  fish  offflb.  ^On  the  1owotD«» 


same 
on  the 


water  Mr.  F.  Pickop  had  one  on  Monday,  and  Mr. 
mondeley  another,  on  the  Ballogie.  section  on  the 
dav  while  Mr.  Lamond  landed  a  nice  fish  of  171b, 
Kincardine  Lodge  water,  and  Mr,  Baily  and  party  had 
three*  of  71b  Slb.rand  611b.,  on  the  Carlogie  water.  On  the 
Blackhall  water  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed  two  nice  salmon  of 
81b  and  101b  on  Monday,  while  William  Dawson  landed 
one  of  15J1K  on  the  Inchmarlo  water,  and 1C «{mM  a 
fresh-run  fish  of  81b.,  on  the  Lower  Crathes  beat.. 


On  the 

rresn-run  usu  ui  oiu.,  uu  -----v;  l  U  var- 

Woodland  water,  on  Friday  last,  the  ult.,  Mrs. •  *ar 

nell  Watson,  fishing  Rock  Heads  pool,  hooked,  played, 
and  landed  her  first  salmon,  a  regular  beauty  of  lolb-’ 
from  the  sea  The  fish  gave  rare  sport,  but  was  well  and 
skilfully  handled  by  tho  fair  angler.  Few  ladies  can  boast 
r\f  Qnph  ‘in  overture.  Mr.  Watson  had  also  a  nice  fish  of 
lllb  on  the  same  day,  and  another  on  Monday,  the  -nd 
inst"  of  741b.  Details  from  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river 
are  completely  wanting  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  which 
fa In  omnious sign.  The  river  rose  some  6m.  on  Monday, 
and  after  the  present  storm  subsides,  a  revival  of  sport  is 
hopefully  anticipated.— K.  O.  N.  . 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— In  the  Deveron  district  of  the 
river  and  sea  fishings,  although  the  weather  has  been  o| 
a  very  variable  character  during  the  past  week,  the  yield 
of  salmon  was  rather  better  than  that  of  the  preceding 
week  and  in  excess  of  that  for  the  corresponding  week 
last  season.  On  the  1st  day  of  the  present  month  the 
spring  like  weather  gave  place  to  that  of  wintery  weather. 
Snow  has  fallen  heavily,  and  the  water  was  a  little >  aug¬ 
mented  The  slight  rise  in  the  river  is  greatly  welcomed, 

as  disease  was  beginning  to  carry  large >  ^ 

_,v»  xr  nf  hpaw  weight.  1  he  water  oaiiiii&  woic 

killing  as  many  as  six  in  a  day  and  burying  them.  On  the 
river  the  nets  were  worked  with  better  results,  the  day  s 
average  beS  about  three  and  up  to  eight  salmon .of .from 
71h  to  161b  in  weight.  A  gale  prevailed  on  the  coast  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  week,  and  the  cobbles  did  not  get 
SThe  mte  unSl  Wednesday, 


chiefly  employed  righting  ^hem^^Notmthetanding.^^  o( 


tBp  cfntions  four  in  number,  the - -  .  , 

that  of  last  season.  In  the  Garvenstown  distnet  over  sixty 
salmon  of  a  good  average  size,  have  been  taken.  Fast 
year  at’ the  present  date  only  about  half  that  date  was  got. 
The  consignments  to  the  markets  from  the  Deveron  fishings 
nn  to  Wednesday,  for  the  week,  were  four  boxes,  in  all 
twenty-five  for  the  season,  compared  with 
total  at  corresponding  date  last  year.  From  Gardenstown 
the*  consignments  were  six  against  two  for  the  same  week 
last  vearLnd  nine  for  the  season.  Although  there  area 
number  of  salmon  in  the  upper  sections  of  the  ™ 
anglers  as  yet  have  failed  to  hook  any ,  but  should  the 
weather  get  warmer,  the  river  being  in  fine  condition, 
prospects  will  be  brighter.  H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  spell  of  fine  "’cathf?r 
which  proved  so  favourable  to  anglers,  terminated  abruptly 
on  Saturday,  or  rather  it  may  be  said  on  Monday.  On 


good.  The  river  is  now  in  good  flood  and  there  is  snow  on 
the  hills  that  will  keep  it  so  for  days  to  come.—  Hison. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— A  violent  south-westerly  gale 
during  the  week  has  prevented  the  net  boat  from  going  o u 
except  on  Tuesday,  when  four  pike  were  got,  but  none  of 
them  were  large  On  Wednesday  the  gale  reached  its 
climax,  when  it  blew  with  terrific  violence,  swirling  the 
water  into  clouds  of  spray,  which  drove  before  the  fierce 
gusts  in  clouds  to  tho  height  of  nearly  a  hundred  feet, 
while  a  bright  sun,  streaming  down  on  a  phantasmagoria 
of  driving  foam  and  spray,  with  racing  cloud  shadows 
was  singularly  striking.—  Robert  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Breadalhane  Hotel,  Kenmore,  N.b.) 

On  the  Hotel  water  last  week,  Mr.  Graham,  of  Litterellar, 
had  very  good  sport.  He  caught  five  nice  salmon,  weigh¬ 
ing  211b  181b.,  191b.,  161b.,  and  201b.  Mr.  Geen,  three 

safmon,  221b.,  191b„  and  151b. ;  Mr  Dunn  one  salmon,  201b. 
Friday  (28th),  Mr.  Stewart,  two  salmon,  181b.  and  lolb.  I  he 
last  three  days  the  loch  has  been  very  rough  After  this 
spate  the  fishing  should  be  very  good  asam.-W  Rnk.ht. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of;,  Killxn.-On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water  Feb  27,  Mr.  Lees,  one  salmon,  211b.,  26th,  Mr.  Geen, 
one  181b  ;  March  2,  one  201b.  Very  little  fishing  done,  as 
the ’weather  was  so  stormy  this  week.  -  Al 
Shin  (Inveran.  N.B.). — On  Tuesday  last  week,  Mr. 
Almond  and  party,  Sutherland  Hotel, 

landed  two  salmon — one  of  171b.,  on  Little  I  oil  L  larag,  , 
and  one  of  81b.,  on  Smith  Pool.  On  Wednesday,  the  same 
party  caught  a  salmon  of  91b.  The  rest  of  the  week  was 
blank,  the  river  being  rather  low ;  but  on  Monday  this 
week,  some  rain  fell,  and  a  renewal  of  sport  was  antici- 

'  south'of  Scotland. -Quite  a  change  has  come  over  the 
district  since  my  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week. 
The  fine  summer-like  weather  has  given  way,  and  m  the 
forepart  of  the  week  a  heavy  snow-storm  prevailed.  The 
melting  of  the  snow  on  the  uplands  has  caused  therners 
to  rise,  and  the  waters  are  full  of  snow-broth.  Sport  has 
been  exceedingly  poor  in  every  river  in  the  South  ot  Scot¬ 
land.  Nearly  all  the  salmon  that  have  been  landed  turned 
out  to  be  kelt  fish.  In  the  Esk  Mr.  Lamb,  Longtown  kiUcd 
a  nice  new-run  salmon,  weighing  181b.,  out  of  tnelowe 
pari  of  the  river.  In  the  middle  waters  near  Canonbie, 
several  new-run  salmon  have  been  landed.  In  the  Annan 
all  the  salmon  caught  turned  out  to  be  foul,  and  were 
returned  to  the  river.  The  disease  appears  to  be  rather  less 
rampant  within  the  last  few  days,  both  in  the  Fsk  and  t  e 
Annan.  A  report  reaches  me  about  sonic  men  from 
Carlisle  digging  up  the  diseased  salmon  which  were  buried 
by  the  water  bailiffs,  and  carrying  them  off  into  England. 
Two  of  the  scamps  were  caught,  and  were  sent  to  Dumfries 
prison  for  two  months.  Barometer  falling,  and  a  chanHe 
seems  not  far  distant. — Heatherbell. 

Tav  (Perth.).— The  river  has  gone  down  almost  tosummei 
level,  and  consequently  sport  is  rather  poor.  Fish  are 
plentiful,  but  the  nets  are  picking  up  most  of  them.  On 
the  Dalguise  Water,  Mr.  Max  will  had  a  fish  of  191b.  on 
Friday  ;  Mr.  Kitsall,  one  of  221b.  on  the  Grandtully  Water. 
On  the  lower  Octrine  Water,  Mr.  Panton  had  one  of  1  lb-> 
and  one  of  181b.,  was  got  on  the  Lpper  Octrine  Water,  by 
Mr.  Cameron.  On  Monday.  Mr.  Fletcher  had  two  on  the 
Hothall  Water,  231b.  and  241b.  Mr.  McPherson,  jun.,  of 
Findynate,  had  one  of  221b.,  on  Tuesday.  The  March 
winds  are  now  on,  and  trout  will  soon  rise,  as  the  weather 

iS Thurso  (Brawl  Castle).— The  weather,  for  the  past 
fortnight,  has  been  extraordinary  fine  almost  dead  calm 
all  day,  with  bright  sunshine  and  cloudless  sky,  prottj  hard 
frost  in  the  nights  helped  to  bring  the  river  to  a  low  level, 
and  now,  except  in  the  deepest  pools,  there  is  not  much 
chance  for  the  salmon  angler,  some  fish  were  landed  occa- 
sionly,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  state  ot  the 
weather,  some  of  exceptional  mould  and  beauty.  Kelts 
have  gone  a  stage  further  on  the  “downward  journey, 
while  clean  fish  are  reported  to  be  in  the  higher  beats  and 
Lochmore.  This  is  a  healthy  sign.  I  hear  from  good 
authority  that  some  clean  run  salmon  have  gone  up  the 
Wick  River,  but  none  have  as  yet  been  landed.  Trout 
fishing  has  not  commenced  yet  in  Caithness,  as  they  are 
not  in  anything  like  good  condition  yj^Whysea trout  do 


le  on  the  opening  day  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
y.  ° On  i theT  e  wen  Mr.  G.  Davis,  on  Monday  had 
J  Jib.  to  21b.  each,  and  Mr.  J .  B.  Davis 


a  short  time 
Ballinderry 

were  Messrs.  P.  Coss,  A.  Hunter,  and  W.  Reed.  1  he  best 
flics  in  all  these  Tyrone  rivers  are  the  February  Red,  March 
Brown,  and  Red  Palmer.  On  all  the  nvers  good  freshes 
are  required,  and  until  these  come  the  sport  will  be  dull. 

KBundrowes  and  Erne.-For  most  of  the  past  week 
this  river  was  so  low,  that  it  was  fordable i  in  several 
nlnepc  and  although  there  was  a  good  lot  of  salmon  to  be 

seen  they  would  not  look  at  a  fly,  until  Thursday,  when 
seen,  Limy  nuuiu.  fhs  nnwRi-ved  waters. 


we  had  some  rate.  .  Mr.  J,  J,, 


to 


Monday  *a  heavy  galeU  wind, Accompanied  by  heavy  snow 
showers,  prevailed  until  Tuesday  the  gale  continued  with 

unabated  violence,  while  the  fall  of  sno  w  was  much  heavier. 
Altogether  it  was  an  impossible  angling  day,  hut  one  o 
two  anglers  ventured  out,  only  to  return  numbed  w  * th 
cold  and  heartily  disappointed.  The  week  s  record  is  as 
follows  :  On  Wednesday,  the  25th,  on  No.  6  (Kildonan),  Sir 
J  Kelk  got  four  salmon,  averaging  81b. ;  on  N o.  o,  the  Rev. 
G.  McMillan  got  two,  average  121b  ;  on  Nm  1,  Mr.  I  Akmg- 
ton  got  two  of  81b.,  and  on  No.  1,  the  Suisgill  rod,  °nc°t 
91b.  SOn  the  26th,  the  Suisgill  rod  got  one  of  1  1  ^ 

5,  Sir  John  Kelk,  four  fish,  of  101b.;  onNo.  4,  Mr.  McMillan, 
one  of  91b  ;  on  No.  3,  a  local,  one  of  101b. ,  on  No.  2,  Mi. 
Parker,  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Rutherford,  one  of 
91b  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Pilkington  on,  No.  b,  got  six  Ash  of 
101b.  each.  On  the  28th,  on  No.  6,  Mr.  Parker  got  one  fish 
of  9ib  ;  on  No.  5,  two  fish  were  got;  on  No.  4,  Sir  John 
Kelk  two  of  91b. ;  on  No.  3,  three  fish  were  got;  on  No. 
Mr!  Campbell,  one  of  101b.;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroycl, 
three  average  101b.  On  Monday,  March  2,  on  No.  6,  Mi. 
C  H.  Akrovd  got  one  fish  of  101b. ;  on  No.  3,  the  Suisgill 
rod  got  two  of  101b. ;  on  No.  2,  Sir  John  Kc[knf0^w0T1°^ 
<ilb  -  and  on  No.  1,  Dr.  Rutherford,  one  fish  of  91b.  lhe 
total  number  of  salmon  caught  in  fishery  was  two  hundred 

and  seven,  averaging  91b.  each.— S.  C. 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)-Smce  last 
l'cnort  ten  salmon  were  got  on  the  loch  and  nine  off  the 
river  On  the  24th  ult,  three  were  got  on  the  loch  weighing 
101b.,  lolb.  and  171b.  On  the  25th  one  of  91b.  was  got  on  the 
same  water  and  on  the  26th  another  was  got  weighing  lllb. 
Ifshing  on  Loch  Oich  on  tho  27th,  Mr  Wilson  had  four  fish, 
weighing  161b.,  221b„  221b.,  and  a  well  formed  fish  of  261b. 
One  was  got  off  the  river  same  day  91b.,  and  on  the  -8th 
B  ,»,u  “came  in  like  a  lion,”  being 

the  latter  element 


not  frequent  the  Thurso  river  in  numbers 
make  it  worth  while  fishing  for  them  is  to  everybody  still 
an  unsolved  mystery,  my  idea  is  that  the  bay  does  not 
afford  the  proper  food  for  them.— Galugh.  ,  . 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— There  is  not  much  to  report  m  the 
way  of  captures  on  these  rivers  since  my  last  notes ,  still, 
a  few  fish  are  being  got  here  and  there  on  the  varmus 
waters,  but  the  very  low  state  of  the  riyer  is  militating 
much  against  the  success  of  the  W altoman ;  indeed,  the 
Tweed  has  not  been  so  small  for  many  years  past  at  the 
same  neriod  of  the  year,  and  a  flood  is  very  much  re¬ 
quired,  for  as  one  lessee  of  a  salmon  rod-fishing  water  m 
the  neighourhood  of  Kelso  remarked  the  other  day, 
“  There’s  na  water  in  her  ava.  So  far  as  weather  is  con¬ 
cerned,  we  have  it  “gurly”  enough  since  the  month  of 
March  came  in,  nothing  but  a  series  of  westerly  gales 
having  been  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and  to-day  (T  hursday)  it  is 
as  bad  in  that  respect  as  ever.  However  no  rain  has  as  yet 
fallen,  and  until  we  have  a  good  tall  of  Jupitei  PIumus  to 
freshen  up  and  give  us  a  rise  in  the  rivers,  anglers  will 
have  but  indifferent  sport.  On  the  Hendersvde  water  on 
Saturday  last,  Mr.  Jas.  Kerrs  had  one  nice  fash,  and  he  had 
again  another  on  Monday  last.  On  the  Teviot  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  George  Turnbull,  Slater,  Kelso,  had  a  bull 
trout  of  lllb.  weight.  This  is  a  very  uncommon  weight 
for  a  fish  of  the  description  to  be  caught  in  said  n\  er,  but 
many  of  the  same  size,  and  we  believe  still  larger,  are  got 
further  down  the  river.  In  the  Sedburgh  district  about 
half-a-dozen  bull  trout  have  boon  killed  on  the  Nisbet 
water,  from  21b.  to  61b.  each.  We  understand  that  the 
salmon  fishings  on  the  Sprouston  water,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe  has  been  let  to  Admiral  Walker,  who 
was  a  former  lessee  of  the  same  fishing.  As  I  close  these 
notes  the  wind  has  fallen  somewhat,  and  the  aspect  ot  the 
weather  betokens  rain,  although  the  barometer  is  not  low. 
Wind  westerly.— Maxwheel. 


landed  a  very  fane  fish  of  121b.  ,  ---  -  - -  -  ,  -  Gilrov  on 

on  the  upper  waters,  one  of  lOJlb. ,  Mr.  I.  Gilroy,  on 
Saturday,  on  the  lower  waters,  one  of  llffb.  ,  Mr.  P.  Go 
bride,  on  the  1st  instant  on  the  lower  waters t  one  ol !  91b. 

Rain  and  snow,  has  fallen  heavily  at  fr^Hnninlr  tho 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  looks  like  continuing  ,  the 

river  has  already  risen  a  few  inches,  and  «?0([  fSflshing^on 
be  expected  as  soon  as  it  becomes  steady.  1  rout  fishing  on 
the  Erne  opened  on  the  1st  mst.,  but  owing  to  tbe  un; 
favourable  weather  sport  was  rather  poor.— M.  Rogan 

A  Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).-Sport  has 

improved  since  last  report.  On  Tuesday,  'ast  week 
Michael  Brennan  caught  a  salmon,  l21b->  °n  Wetoesday 
he  had  two,  10Ub.  and  DVlb.  On  I  hursday  Col.  Rogers  had. 

one,  91b.;  James  Leary  one,  9Jlb.;  and  Michael  Brennan, 

one,  131b.  On  Friday,  Col.  Rogers  got  one,  121b. ,  and 
Michael  Brennan,  one,  lllb.  On  Saturday  Col.  Rogers 
caught  one,  a  nice  fish  of  13ilb.;  and  Michael  Brennan 
another  of  the  same  weight.  On  the  1st  inst.  ^amel  Dwyer 
landed  a  splendid  fish  of  151b.  On  the  2nd  James  Leary 
caught  a  fresh-run  fish,  101b.— T.  J.  Denneiiy. 

Lough  Ennell  (Mullingar.)-I  send  you  a  small  pike 
which  was  captured  yesterday  in  Lo"Sb  ®uu ell  while 
engaged  in  spawning  operations.  From  the  malformation 
of  "the  tail  end,  it  would  appear  that  this  part  must 
been  bitten  off  or  cut  off  at  some  time,  and  tha^  *h®  part 
subsequently  healed  up  and  that  a  new_  tail  °[  apPeTn?a^ 
sprouted  from  the  injured  end  of  the  spinal  column,  I  trust 
you  may  see  your  way  to  present  an  engraving  of  this 
curious  specimen  in  the  Wishing  Gazette.  The  fish  has 
been  an  object  of  very  great  interest  to  all  who  examined 
it  here.— W.  J.  Thomas.  „  . 

[We  will  illustrate  it  from  a  photograph.— ED.J 

Mov  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Since  last  report  the 

weather  has  been  most  unfavourable  here  for  salmon  fish¬ 
ing.  Cold  north-westerly  winds  blowing  a  whole  gale  witn 
rain  and  hail  has  so  mixed  up  the  waters  that  it  is  next  to 
useless  to  the  fly  fisher,  consequently  few  anglers  have 
tried  for  salmon  this  week.  Mr.  H.  Scroop  killed  two  fish, 
weighing  171b.  and  121b. ;  same  day,  Mr.  F  Warren,  B.L 
had  a  nice  fresh  run  fish  bumping  the  scale  at  141b.  Ifae 
weather  shows  signs  of  moderating,  and  the  waters  will 
soon  again  be  in  good  trim  for  anglers.  Clean  fish  are  in 
abundance  in  the  river,  and  the  catch  at  the  weirs  stil 
holds  up  good. — Frank  Hearns.  .  . 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The  river  is 
very  low,  lowrer  indeed  than  I  have  known  it  for  the  last 
fifty  years  so  early  in  the  spring.  We  have  had  some  rain, 
however,  these  two  days,  and  as  the  weather  seems  broken 
we  may  expect  to  have  nice  fishing  water  in  the  coming 
week.  Onlv  one  salmon  killed  this  week  ;  it  was  taken  on 
Mr.  S.  Laing’s  preserves  by  John  Barry,  and  weighed  141b. 
Any  quantity  of  pike  are  being  taken  on  Lough  i  )Qi'g. 
Several  fine  trout  have  also  been  killed  on  the  lake  this 
week,  largest  6Alb.  Major  Traherne  has  arrived  here  for 

the  salmon  fishing.  Weather  stormy.-S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— The  fishing  season 
opened  on  tho  lakes  and  rivers  in  the  Limerick  district  of 
the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Cavan  upon  the  1st  inst., 
and  was  ushered  in  with  high  winds,  accompanied  by  alter¬ 
nate  showers  of  rain,  sleet  and  snow.  Several  local  anglers 
were  out,  but  I  could  not  ascertain  that  a  single  trout  or 
salmon  had  been  taken.  Trolling  wuth  both  natural  and 
artificial  bait  was  tried,  but  to  no  purpose;  as  also  casting 
with  artificial  flies.  The  Westmeath  Lakes  trout  will  not 
take  except  the  weather  be  genial,  but  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  there  is  an  abundant  stock,  and  I  hope  ere  very  long  to 
chronicle  good  sport.  The  Drogheda  district  opened  on 
the  12th  ult.,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  takes  of  note.  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  Westmeath  tributaries  of  the  Boyne 
were  sadly  poached  at  the  time  they  were  being  cleaned  up 
under  the  Drainage  Board.  It  is  expected  that  the  whilom 
famous  river  Dale  will  not  be  worth  a  straw  this  season, 
except  trout  ascend  from  the  Boyne.— T.  J.  W. 


NEW  PATENTS. 


one  off  the  river  181b.  March 

a  boisterous  day  of  wind  and  rein  — -  ,  , 

tending  to  swell  the  river  to  fishable  condition,  and  on 
Monday,  the  22nd,  Mr  .’Moor  had  seven  fish  to  Ins  own  rod. 
Though  small  in  size  they  were  a11  aicc ,1'ua .  al‘d 
played  well ;  their  weights  were  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  Jib.,  l  llb., 
131b  and  201b.  One  was  got  on  the  loch  same  day,  weighing 
191b!  This  is  sixty-four  fish  since  the  opening  day,  and 
taking  into  consideration  that  the  river  was  in  bad  play 
for  a  matter  of  ten  days  or  so  the  record  is  remarkably 


TnE  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  foreign 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  :— 

2  864.— R.  M.  Franklin,  of  London,  for  “Improvements  in 
nets  for  catching  crabs,  lobsters  and  other  fish. 

2,907.— L.  A.  Johnson,  of  London,  for  “  Improvements  in 
fish  nets.” 

3  214. — G.  M.  Weidenhammer,  of  London,  for  “An  improvc- 
’  ment  in  th*  manufacture  of  whip  stocks,  fishing  rods  and 

the  like.” 


Irish  Exports. 


Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  opened  on  all  the  East  Tyrone  rivers  on  Monday  in 
very  unfavourable  weather  and  with  the  waters  at  summer 
level.  Consequently  sport  was  rather  dull  and  almost  ex- 

clusively  confined  to  local  anglers.  On  the  Ardtrea  reaches 
of  the  Ballinderry,  Messrs.  W.  McCard,  R.  G.  Stevenson, 
D  Brown  T.  Monelly,  and  R.  Campbell  had  very  lair 
baskets  of  brown  trout  in  prime  condition,  but  no  salmon 
were  taken  as  far  as  I  have  heard.  Heavy  falls  of  snow 
and  sleet  put  an  early  stop  to  angling.  The  best  taking 
flies  were  the  Red  Palmer  and  Hares-ear.  1  hear  that 
Messrs.  C.  Linnan  and  T.  Anderson  had  prime  sport  lor 


Large  Takes  op  Sprats  off  Brighton.— During  the 
past  few  weeks,  and  during  a  prevalence  of  wind  from  tne 
N.E.,  Brighton  has  been  visited  by  large  shoals  of  sprats, 
and  very  heavy  takes  have  been  made  by  small  seine  nets, 
close  in  shore,  more  especially  at  the  cast  endot  the  town. 
A  ton-and-a-half  per  boat  has  been  quite  a  common  eaten. 
Attracted  by  the  presence  of  the  sprats,  a  great  variety 
of  seabirds  have  had  a  fine  time  of  it  also,  and  a  vciy 
interesting  sight  they  have  afforded,  as  seen  through  a 
powerful  telescope  (a  source  of  infinite  interest  by  tne 
way  to  any  one  fond,  of  natural  history,  and  resin ing  on 
the  sea  front).  Among  various  varieties  of  the  gull  tribe 
were  noticed  several  of  the  great  black -backed  gull,  wlucn 
are  occasionally  seen  off  Brighton  during  the  month  ot 
February;  also  the  black-headed  gull  and  several  solan 
geese,  hovering  around  like  hawks,  and  anon  plunging 
into  the  sea  like  an  arrow.  Razor  bills  and  guillemots 
there  were  in  abundance,  as  also  the  red-breasted  mei- 
ganser.  Altogether  the  scene  was  a  very  lively  one,  ana 
the  great  variety  of  birds  were  apparently  on  the  best  oi 
terms  with  each  other,  notwithstanding  tho  scramble  tor 
fish  food.— H. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


™E  TENT  h  annual  international 

SPORTSMAN’S  EXHIBITION 

AND  THE 

Kennel  Club’s  35th  Show  of  Sporting  and  Other  Dogs. 

AG-f^IGIJLTUI^AIj  HALL  ,  ISLIHG-TOH,  LT. 

APRIL  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th  and  11th,  1891. 


SPECIAL  ATTENTION  DEVOTED  TO  THE  FISHING  TACKLE  INDUSTRIES. 

Amongst  the  firms  who  have  already  secured  space  are,  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  George  Holland,  Ogden  &  Scotford,  D.  Slater,  etc.,  etc. 

A  FEAV  GOOD  POSITIONS  STILL  VACANT,  1011  WHICH  EARLY  APPLICATION  IS  ESSENTIAL. 

Prospectuses,  Plans,  etc  ,  post-free  from  the  Offices.  43.  New  Oxford  Street.  W.C. 


S-  ALLCOCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 

Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office  s  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 
THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  Jc  CO.,  LIMITED ,  ST.  DUN  STAN'S 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON . 


HOUSE, 


!»"iUi  ••iyp  -ii|||.  1,11,.  . . .  , 


. . . 


. . . . . . . .  M|j|i- -iinr  . . . 


A  BOOK  ON  ANGLING.  By  frshcis  francis.  DRY-FLY  FI  SH I NG.  By  Frederic  i.  halford,  f.l.s 

A  Rnolr  rtn  Ancrlinff  t _  .  i  r-  •  _ _ _  l 


A  treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 

F -ate  An^  lI)g  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 

IS  added  (  1<SS/  I  n  memoir  of  Authn*-  a  ...i _ .  _  j  i  ^ 


bait  iackles,  etc.  (Id  figs .):  VII.  Natural  TrouT  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 
.  pinning,  etc.  (S  figs.);  IX.  Imitations  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (ti  coloured  figs.);  X.  Salmon-Flies  :  The 
Jock  Scoit,  Butcher,  and  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XL.  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Fly  (3 
coloured  figs.);  XII.  The  Tartan,  Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIII.  The  Popham, 
Shannon,  and  Owenmore  F  ies  (3  coloured  figs  );  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.);  XV.  Sa'mon- 
Fl\  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Seal- of  Limerick  Hooks  (T2  figs.). 

‘  The  best  angling  book  ever  published.” — Fishing  Gazette. 

THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

VOLUMES  ON  FISHING. 

V°LLHFmTv  KdJmsUt\,Ey  H  CHO  ELEY  pENNELL  with  Contributions 

H  ^ t  R'  l  AVn !rSA c  N  p.  'lRAHKRNK,  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 

BALL,  and  THOMAS  ANDREWS.  With  Frontispiece,  8  Full-page  Illustrations  of 
Ftshmg  Subjects  by  C.H.WHV.\IPER  and  CONWAY  LLOVD-JONES,  and  150  Illustrations 
of  lackle,  &c.  Fifth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s  Od 
Vol;.II-.,:Pik0  fnd  Fish.  By  H  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With 

Conuibrnmns  by  the  MARQUIS  OF  EXETER  WiLLIAM  SENIOR,  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIS,  H.  R.  FRANCIS,  and  R.  B.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece,  0  Full-page  Illustra¬ 
tions  of  Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOVD-JONES,  and  126 
Illustrations  of  lackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  Svo,  10s.  (id 

fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Crown  8vo.  Price  Cs. 

The  Sea-Fisherman..  By  J  C  WILCOCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and 

n  n!,yfang  w  w  Ba tISh  anA0th?r  and  Remarks  011  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
Illustrated  with  Woodcuts  of  Leads,  Baited  Hooks,  Knots,  Nets,  Boats,  Sec.,  and  Detailed  Des- 
cnptions  oi  the  same. 


Dryp!F1?r.  FiyVnS  Theory  and  in  Practice.  By  FREDERIC  M  HALFORD 
Royal  8  vo  edition.  Price  in  cloth  extra,  25s.  Fully  Illustrated  bv  Wood -mis  t-u  U  ‘ 

and  Coloured  Steel  Plates.  Prospectus  on  application  °0cLutS’  Chromo-Ltthographs, 


Ninth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  price  14s. 

RONALDS’  FLY-FISHER’S  ENTOMOLOGY. 

Wuh  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Insect,  and  a  Few  Observations  and 
_ _ _ _ _  Instructions  on 

TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING.  By  ALFRED  RONALDS. 

,,  ,  With  20  Coloured  Plates, 

1  he  fly-fiaher  who  does  not  possess  this  book  lacks  one  of  the  most  enchanting  works  ever  produced 
on  the  suoject.  — Fishing-  Gazette.  * 


NEAR  AND  FAR.  By  WILLIAM  SENIOR. 

w\rais;<p\Mri»: Aj ?ler ® ,Sket,9lies  of  Home  Sport  and  Colonial  life.  By 
WM.  SENIOR  (  Red  Spinner  ),  Angling  Editor  of  7  he  Field,  Author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches,” 
ccc.  New  and  cheaper  Edition,  Crown  Svo,  boards,  2s. 


FJoatingr  Fiies  and  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 
Illustrated  Directions,  and  containing  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  tile  most  Killing 
Patterns,  together  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  1  jsf 

Waterside  Sketches.  By  “  Red  Spinner”  (WM  SFNFOR1  T mr-»  t  , 

The  Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNEI  L  Til 
trate  1  by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fish  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Colours  First  Fd  t ion  ns  11  U-s* 

■kt  l-u  With  Tvvo  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo  cloth  2s 

PRITT'  Wi‘h  Plates  of  all  the  be,,  Ffa 

ThSm“"lf“ “»»•  *  HENRV  P-  I****.  II.  pages. 

Pages,  doih ^xikno^Od ^  ^  Use*  * 

^SS3S8*?  By  EmvARD 

Salmon  Problems  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  Od.  •  cloth  3s’  Od 

Fnin>/^^  ^Pmpx  32moJ* fancy  boards, Um^l'eather-^mh  ^'*day 

r|a,e LargTfca^st  ^  ^'n  *- 

from  which  they  are  made.  The  flies  will  kill  in  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world  A? S 

Photonnnd°TUre?  P  a-t6S-  Only  a  few  copies  left  ;  these  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam's  Cabinet 
Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free  Cabinet 

AncA“,fi®r  S,  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated 
Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d.  y  ated. 

A  pfw0  ,*h 6  ^UI*nin?  Brook:  and  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY  COLIN  CAMP 
WnwLJkLH  w^°’  hai)dso£1.ely  bound  ill  grey  linen  lettered  in  gold,  with  gilt  top,  5s  CAMP- 

How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland.  Bv  HI  REGAN  Wiili  Man  ™ 

Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  3s.  6d  Wlth  MaP  a"d  numerous  Text 

Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustration-  „ 

mu  C  Pagos>  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  Od.  to  6s.  ’  wn  ®vo> 

The  Art  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams.  By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE  F  r  r  c 
Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  3s.  6d.  r.K.C.S. 

FioatFishng  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  I  W  MARTTV  ,i 
Ediifon.  °tter'  ColoLlred  boards,  Illustrated,  Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d.  New/RevRed  a,M  E.darged 
British  Angling  Flies.  By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON  RevL-gt  a  j  , 

KfSS*  L,lh  w“d“‘  ^ 

Fly  Tying,  By  JAMES  OGDEN !  IlteS.  »s  ™.  '  S,“"  5v0'  'lo,h  “lr“'  J-’s'  «• 
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The  SUBSCRIPTION  LIST  will  OPEN  on  MONDAY,  the  9th  of  MARCH,  and  CLOSE  on  MONDAY,  the  16th  MARCH,  1891 


THE  CAPITAL  OF  THE  COMPANY  IS  £5,000, 

DIVIDED  INTO  500  SHARES  OF  £10  EACH. 


Directors. 


ROBERT  JASPER  MARTIN,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Ross,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland, 
Conservator  of  Fisheries,  Galway  District. 

Major-General  J.  R.  OLIVER,  C.M.G.  (late  R.A.),  Army  and  Navy 
Club,  London. 

R.  B.  MARSTON,  Esq.,  Editor  “Fishing  Gazette,”  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London. 


THOMAS  LAWSON,  Esq.,  Newton  Hill,  Leeds. 

FRANCIS  PORTER  GUNNING,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Notting  Hill,  Belfast, 
Ireland. 

HENRY  HODGSON,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Currarevagh,  Oughterard,  Co.  Galway, 
Ireland,  Conservator  of  Fisheries,  Galway  District. 


(  Messrs.  LEWTY,  SHUM  &  Co.,  11,  John  Street,  Bedford  Row,  London,  W.C. 
Solicitors—  -j  Messrs,  BLAKE  &  KENNY,  St.  Francis  Street,  Galway,  Ireland. 

Bankers — THE  PROVINCIAL  BANK  OF  IRELAND,  GALWAY,  IRELAND. 

Secretary  (pro  tern.)- HENRY  HODGSON,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Currarevagh,  Oughterard,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 
Managing  Director — HENRY  HODGSON,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Currarevagh,  Oughterard,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 
Temporary  Offices— 11,  JOHN  STREET,  BEDFORD  ROW,  LONDON,  W.C. 


Applications  are  invited  for  Shares  in  this  Company  payable  as  follows:— 

On  application  £1  per  Share. 

On  allotment  £1  per  Share. 

The  balance  by  calls  of  not  more  than  £1  each,  and  with  one  month’s  notice. 


■’T'THE  principal  purposes  for  which  this  Club  has  been  formed  are  to 
|  acquire  fishing  of  lakes  in  Connemara  and  elsewhere  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  to  take  steps  for  the  improvement  oi  the  fishing  of  lakes  and  rivers 
where  considered  necessary  and  to  secure  for  its  members  and  others 
special  advantages  and  conveniences.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  or  pro¬ 
cure  the  construction  of  buildings  and  stews  for  rearing  and  maintaining 
fry  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  the  Club  or  other  waters. 

The  Club  will  endeavour  to  abolish  the  use  of  cross  lines,  and  will 
compensate  those  fishermen  who  have  teen  in  the  habit  of  using  cross 
lines  by  taking  them  into  its  service  as  fishermen,  boatmen,  or  otherwise, 
thus  improving  their  status  by  giving  them  regular  employment  at  fixed 
wages. 

It  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  the  rights  hitherto  en  joyed  by  the 
Public. 

It  is  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  riparian  rights  to  take  leases 
thereof,  or  purchase  from  or  compensate  owners,  as  may  be  deemed  best 
in  the  interests  of  the  Company  ;  also  to  erect  boat-houses,  and  buy  and 
sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  fishing  tackle  for  the  benefit  of  the  Club  and 
for  the  accommodation  of  its  members. 

If  it  is  considered  i  ecessary  the  Club  will  buy  fish  for  stocking  its 
waters.  It  will  also  net  any  of  its  Lakes  and  Rivers,  and  sell  or  dispose 
of  the  fish  when  it  is  considered  expedient  to  do  so.  For  the  convenience 
of  the  members  of  the  Club,  dwellings  will  be  erected  (where  no  accom¬ 
modation  already  exists)  in  the  vicinity  of  its  various  fisheries,  and  with  a 
view  thereto  the  Club  will  sell  sites  for  the  erection  of  hotels  and  dwell¬ 
ings;  from  this  source  a  very  considerable  profit  is  expected  to  be  derived. 
From  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  White  Trout,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
angling  in  Lough  Corrib  will  be  immensely  improved  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time,  inasmuch  as  the  introduction  of  White  Trout  into  various  parts  of 
the  lake  has  already  been  established  by  the  practical  experience  of  one 
of  the  residents  of  the  district. 

The  members  of  the  Club  will  have  prior  right  to  other  persons  on  all 
the  fishing  stands  on  the  Club  waters,  and  other  privileges  which  after 
the  formation  of  the  Club  may  be  agreed  upon. 


It  is  well  known  that  the  Ballinahinch  fisheries  have  improved  greatly 
in  the  past  few  years,  and  the  Club  proposes  making  arrangements  with 
riparian  owners  so  as  to  obtain  their  permission  to  make  a  fish  pass 
between  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  to  admit  the  Salmon  and  White  Trout; 
there  will  then  be  no  finer  Trout  or  Salmon  fishing  in  Ireland  than  these 
Lakes  will  afford,  Lough  Corrib  at  the  present  time  producing  Salmon 
and  Real  of  excellent  quality  and  affording  splendid  Pike  and  coarse 
fishing,  Lough  Mask  possessing  Gillaroo  and  Ferox  which  take  the 
fly  freely. 

The  great  extent  of  comparatively  shallow  waters  and  the  abundant 
presence  of  May-fly  promise  excellent  results  if  Trout  are  protected  and 
fresh  blood  put  in. 

The  light  railway  now  in  course  of  construction  to  Clifden  will  afford 
easy  access  to  waters  known  to  contain  excellent  Irout  and  coarse 
fishing,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  with  the  owners  for  taking 
over  these  wateis  at  a  moderate  price  for  the  purpose  of  further  stocking 
them  with  Trout  and  other  fish  if  necessary.  Tickets  will  be  issued  to 
the  public  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  all  this  water,  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  bring  a  considerable  annual  income  to  the  Company. 
The  Club  will  at  an  early  date  seek  to  obtain  the  exclusive  right  to  fish 
certain  private  waters  in  ihe  counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo  which  are 
known  to  be  at  the  piesent  time  well  stocked  with  good  Trout  and 
Salmon.  This  will  afford  to  its  members  sport  for  the  coming  season, 
pending  the  taking  over  of  certain  waters  by  the  Club  and  the  stocking 
of  the  same  with  Fry  and  Yearlings,  thereby  giving  the  members  certain 
fishing  benefits  in  lieu  of  dividends  on  their  shares  until  the  Club  waters 
are  sufficiently  stocked  to  be  remunerative.  As  many  of  the  members  who 
have  offered  to  take  shares  in  the  Company  have  considerable  influence 
in  the  counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  members 
will  have  the  enjoyment  of  really  good  fishing  during  the  coming 

season.  , 

Applications  for  shares  should  be  made  on  the  form  accompanying  the 

prospectus,  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  offices  of  the  Company  or  of 

the  Bankers. 
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BHIC01TICH.-H0 !  HO! 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Having  practically  demonstrated  to  Callum  and 
his  guid-wife  our  thorough  appreciation  of  their 
lavish  hospitality,  our  next  and  equally  pleasant 
duty  was  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  the 
worthy  couple  for  the  great  kindness  we  had  ex¬ 
perienced  at  their  hands.  Mrs.  Callum  we  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  spoils  of  our  day’s  fishing, 
regretting  most  sincerely  as  we  said  that  they 
were  not  more  substantial. 

After  having  an  interesting  chat  for  about  half- 
an-hour,  the  thought  struck  me  that  it  was  high 
time  for  us  to  be  making  our  way  back  to 
Rhiconich.  I  was  sorry,  I  said  to  Callum,  to  be 
the  means  of  breaking  up  the  company,  but 
felt  certain  he  would  accept  as  a  reasonable 
excuse  the  necessity  for  my  getting  to  Rhiconich 
in  decent  time  to  pack  up  my  traps,  as  I  had  to 
be  astir  in  the  morning  at  four  o’clock,  to  have 
breakfast  and  be  ready  an  hour  later  to  get  into 
the  passing  Durness  and  Rhiconich  Royal  Mail 
cart,  by  which  I  held  it  would  be  necessary  for 
me  to  proceed  to  Laxford  Bridge,  to  be  in  time 
to  catch  the  coach  running  eastward  to  Lairg,  at 
which  place,  if  all  went  well,  I  had  arranged  to 
arrive  before  two  o’clock. 

Cracking  with  Callum  and  his  guid-wife,  and 
learning  from  them  much  interesting  information 
concerning  the  district,  the  time  flew  speedily 


past,  and  not  until  still  another  half  hour  had 
elapsed  were  we  started  on  our  way.  By  this  time 
the  faint  sort  of  twilight,  which  is  the  only  indica¬ 
tion  of  night  in  these  northern  parts  in  the  month 
of  July,  had  gathered  silently  around  and  settled 
upon  mountain,  glen,  and  sea.  It  was  a  lovely 
night,  the  wind  was  entirely  hushed  ;  high  over¬ 
head,  in  the  blue  vault,  countless  stars  sparkled 
and  iwinkled ;  away  to  the  north-west  the 
northern  lights  performed  their  merry  dances, 
and  all  around,  against  the  sky,  the  contour  of  the 
high  mountains  stood  out  in  fine  clear  relief.  All 
sounds  and  signs  of  day  had  gone,  except  that  far 
out  to  sea,  away  across  the  Atlantic,  there  yet 
lingered  a  slight  reflection  of  the  sun,  that  only  as 
it  seemed  but  a  short  time  since  had  sunk  behind 
the  waves.  Save  the  clatter  of  our  gearron's  hoofs, 
the  purling  of  a  brook,  the  cry  or  call  of  a  seabird, 
the  moan  of  the  waters  in  the  rocky  coves,  and  the 
rustle  of  the  pebbles  caused  by  the  retiring  waves, 
not  a  sound  broke  the  silence  of  the  night  during 
the  whole  time  of  our  long  journey  homeward. 
The  drive  was  indeed  most  delightful — alone  one, 
unaccustomed  to  these  wilds,  might  have  felt  it 
eerie  enough,  but  as  we  were  a  party  of  five,  the 
gearron  counting  six !  no  thoughts  of  kelpies, 
bodachs,  or  spirits,  alarmed  us  in  the  least.  It 
would  seem,  however,  that  the  district  cannot  lay 
claim  to  complete  immunity  from  the  presence  of 
these  uncanny  visitants.  On  the  top  of  a  low 
hill  which  we  were  crossing — a  bleak  and  weird 
place,  dotted  with  grey  cairns — Mr.  Wallace  turned 
round  in  his  seat  and  hearkened  quietly  to  Tom, “Isn’t 
this  the  place  where  they  see  the  spirit,  Tom  ?  ” 
“  It  is  that,  Mr.  Wallace,”  replied  Tom  in  an  under¬ 
tone;  “  it  was  only  last  Aveek  that  he  was  seen  by 
the  minister’s  man.”  “  And  he  alwaysseems  to  be 
going  in  the  direction  of  Colin’s,  doesn’t  he,  Tom  ?” 
said  Mr.  Wallace;  and  queried  he,  “  Isn’t  that  very 
strange.’’  “  Indeed  it  is  very,  but  it  is  quite  true,” 
answered  Tom.  “  And  what  like  is  that  spirit  you 
speak  of,  Tom  ?  ”  I  asked,  thinking  I  might  gain 
some  information.  “  Oh,  tall  as  a  ship’s  mast, 
sir ;  oh,  tall  as  a  ship’s  mast."  About  a  quarter  to 
one  we  reached  Rhiconich,  where,  late  as  the 
hour  was,  we  found  four  anglers  sitting  up  waiting 
our  arrival  to  get  all  the  tidings  about  our  day’s 
outing  and  fishing. 

A  thundering  knock  on  my  bedroom  door 
on  the  back  of  four  o’clock  apprised  me  that 
it  was  time  to  he  stirring.  “All  right,”  I 
replied,  in  a  very  crusty  manner  I  believe,  for 
I  was  in  bad  humour,  and  very  raw  from  having 
had  barely  two  hours’  sleep.  A  cold  plunge, 
however,  put  me  pretty  well  to  rights,  and 
in  half  an  hour’s  time  I  had  got  everything  bagged, 
and  the  rods,  landing  nets,  and  camachs  strapped 
up.  Breakfast  was  ready,  but  having  a  minute  to 
spare,  I  took  a  step  outside  and  along  the  road  for 
a  little  distance  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  having 
a  look  at  the  new-born  day,  and  listening  for  the 
rumbling  up  the  Gualin  road  of  the  coming  Royal 
Mail  cart  driven  by  the  Durness  Jehu.  The  morn¬ 
ing  was  lovely,  bright  and  calm,  and  assuming 
from  my  experience  to  be  something  of  a  weather 
prophet,  I  predicted  (to  myself)  that  the  day 
would  prove  one  of  great  heat  and  scorching  sun¬ 
shine.  Whilst  walking  back  leisurely  to  the  hotel — 
leisurely  because  I  had  heard  nothing  to  indicate 
that  the  car  was  near  at  hand,  I  had  time  to  enjoy 
the  beauties  of  Loch  Inchard  in  the  early  morning 
light,  a  condition  under  which  I  had  never  before 
seen  them,  and  under  which,  to  my  mind,  they 
appear  to  greatest  advantage.  Coming  from  the 
direction  of  Fionnaven,  and  bound  apparently  for 
the  sea  coast,  two  ravens  passed  over  my  head 
and  continued  their  flight  away  up  Loch  Inchard. 
Having  watched  them  till  they  disappeared  in 
the  distance,  I  next  looked  to  see  if  so  early  in  the 
morning  any  salmon  had  begun  to  sport  in  the 
bay  at  the  head  of  the  loch  down  below  me  some 
two  hundred  yards  distant.  Not  a  single  one 
could  I  see.  Loch  Inchard  was  glassy  calm,  then 
truly  having  “  its  hour  of  rest.”  Preening  itself, 
I  noticed  a  large  dark  bird  standing  on  a  detached 
rock  some  distance  out  from  the  shore,  and  anxious 
to  know  what  it  was  I  made  down  the  slope  to¬ 
wards  it.  Seeing  me  coming,  but  not  till  I  had 
recognised  what  it  was,  it  flew  off,  low  along  the 
water,  away  up  Loch  Inchard,  one  of  the  very 
finest  specimens  of  the  great  northern  diver  that  I 
have  ever  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing,  and  the 
only  one,  I  may  mention  in  passing,  that  I  saw 
during  my  tour. 

Rhiconich  Hotel  is  admirably  conducted — con¬ 


ducted  with  a  scrupulous  regard  for  the  thorough 
comfort  of  all  and  sundry  who  frequent  it.  This 
being  so,  and  from  the  fact  that  good  fishing  in 
sea,  loch,  and  river  is  an  adjunct,  it  is  as  popular 
a  hotel  with  anglers  as  any  in  the  whole  extent  of 
the  “Duke’s  great  county.”  Mr.  Wallace,  mine 
host,  is  a  bright,  genial,  obliging  young  fellow,  and 
a  thorough  sportsman,  and  Mrs.  Wallace,  all  kind¬ 
ness  and  courtesy,  is  a  most  agreeable  hostess,  and 
her  admirable  superintendence  of  the  affairs  of  the 
house  deserves,  and  is  accorded,  every  praise. 
Everything  is  tidy  and  clean,  and  the  table  is  just 
that  which  anglers  out  fishing  a  whole  long  day 
in  the  appetite-creating  air  of  these  wild  parts  can 
thoroughly  appreciate  ;  it  groans,  so  to  speak, 
under  a  load  of  the  best — the  best  of  fish,  flesh, 
and  fowl,  all  “  growed,  reared,  and  fed  ”  in  the 
hotel’s  nain  district  of  water  and  land.  Early  in 
the  season  (from  April  to  June),  and  before  the 
great  run  of  tourists  has  commenced,  parties  are 
hoarded  at  a  reduced  rate,  and  though  then  there 
is  but  little  chance  of  salmon  or  sea  trout  fishing 
of  any  consequence,  there  is  galore  of  sea  fishing 
of  the  best  description,  and  the  weather  invariably 
being  good,  more  opportunities  occur  for  rattling 
sport  with  the  large  trout  of  Loch  Ganivah  than 
at  any  other  time  during  the  year. 


APPEARANCE  OF  FISH  IN  WATER. 

PIKE  AND  TROUT. 

It  is  difficult  for  anyone  to  judge  accurately 
of  the  weight  of  fish  in  water,  but  persons  un¬ 
accustomed  to  see  them  there  are  liable  to  bo 
greatly  deceived  with  regard  to  them,  as  on 
shallows  they  are  apt  to  appear  larger  than 
they  really  are ;  in  deep  water,  on  the  other 
hand,  generally  smaller. 

I  was  considerably  taken  in  by  a  mistake  of 
this  kind  last  spring  (1858),  whilst  fishing  a  part 
of  the  Stour  below  Iford,  where  I  knew  there 
was  a  very  large  jack,  having  seen  another  of 
about  21b.,  which  had  been  picked  up  dead  there, 
marked  with  the  scores  of  enormous  teeth,  show¬ 
ing  that  he  must  have  been  gripped  by  a  monster. 
Opposite  to  me  was  a  high  bank,  from  which  a 
man,  who  happened  to  be  standing  there,  could 
see  all  that  was  going  on  below  him ;  whilst  I,  from 
my  lower  position,  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
water,  and  the  direction  of  the  sun,  which  was  in 
my  face,  could  seo  comparatively  nothing,  not 
even  where  the  beds  of  weeds  lay,  at  any  distance 
from  the  bank  from  which  I  was  fishing.  All  of 
a  sudden  he  called  out,  “  There  are  two  fish  at 
the  tail  of  they  weeds  there,  and  one  of  ’em’s  a 
tremendious  beost.”  I  asked  him  whereabouts 
they  were,  and  threw  gradually  up  in  the  direction 
he  pointed  out  to  me.  After  two  or  three  throws 
I  succeeded  in  hitting  the  place  and  moving  the 
big  one.  “  He’s  coming,  sir,”  said  he.  “  No,  he’s 
left  it  again.  My  G — ,  what  a  fish  !  There,  he’s 
at  least  three  foot  long !  ’’  and  several  times  he 
repeated  the  same  thing,  saying  that  he  could  see 
him  distinctly,  and  that  he  was  “  at  the  very  least 
three  foot  long.”  Of  course  I  concluded  that  this 
was  the  big  fish,  and  was  proportionably  anxious 
to  get  him.  Several  times  I  threw  “just  right 
for  him  ”  (the  man  said),  and  once  or  twice  he 
lazily  followed  the  bait,  returning  after  each  such 
feint  to  his  former  position.  By  this  time  my 
bait  was  getting  very  much  the  worse  for  wear, 
and  the  reserve  was  in  the  boat  a  good  way  up 
the  river.  However,  at  last  seeing  that  he  really 
seemed  too  indolent  to  follow  the  bait,  I  thought 
I  would  humour  him  and  see  whether  he  would 
take  it  if  it  waited  for  him.  Accordingly,  the  next 
time  he  came  at  it  I  stopped  it  entirely.  This 
attention  was  too  delicate  for  him  ;  he  could  not 
resist  it,  and,  without  a  pull  or  an  effort,  just 
closed  his  mouth  upon  it.  “He’s  got  it,  sir!” 
shouted  my  fugleman.  “  Well,  you  have  got  a  fish 
now.”  I  “jabbered  it  into  him,”  and  feeling  that 
it  was  “  all  right,”  shouted  for  the  fisherman  to 
come  down  with  the  gaff  from  the  boat  where  he 
was  in  attendance  on  a  friend.  I  soon  found, 
with  some  disappointment,  that  I  had  not  so  much 
to  contend  against  as  I  expected,  and  asked  the 
man  on  the  bank,  who  was  still  anxiously  watch¬ 
ing  my  proceedings,  whether  he  was  quite  certain 
it  was  the  big  fish  that  I  had  got  hold  of.  He 
answered  that  there  was  no  doubt  at  all  about  it, 
and  I  still  hoped  against  my  better  judgment,  but 
was  soon  disgusted  at  finding  that  1  was  right, 
when  the  fish,  on  being  gaffed,  turned  out  to  be 
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only  5 Jib.  instead  of  some  25lb.,  which  he  ought 
at  least  to  have  been  had  its  length  been  really 
that  which  it  was  represented  to  be.  The  man 
could  scarcely  believe  his  eyes  when  the  fish  came 
out  of  the  water,  nor  understand  how  he  could 
have  been  so  egregiously  mistaken.0 

Something  of  the  same  kind  (though,  indeed,  in 
this  instance  the  fish  was  judged  of  the  same 
weight  out  of  the  water  as  in  it)  occurred  to  me 
some  years  ago  near  Carshalton.  I  had  permission 
to  fish  from  several  of  the  proprietors  there,  and 
was  told  there  was  no  doubt  that  if  I  called  upon 
a  Captain  D.  (who  had  some  fishing),  and  sent  in 
my  card,  he  would  also  give  me  leave. 

I  consequently  started,  rod  in  hand,  to  do  so, 
but  found  that  he  was  not  at  home,  though  shortly 
expected.  Whilst  awaiting  his  return,  my  atten¬ 
tion  was  attracted  by  a  small  piece  of  the  river 
running  down  through  the  garden  of  a  worthy 
tobacco  merchant.  I  had  not  then  a  notion  who 
lived  there,  but  thought  that  nothing  would,  at 
any  rate,  be  lost  by  asking  for  leave  to  have  a  cast 
or  two  (n  attendant.  Accordingly  I  went  in,  and 
knocked  at  the  door.  It  was  opened  by  the  butler, 
who  told  me  his  master  was  out,  but  that  he  could 
take  upon  himself  to  say  that  he  would  have  great 
pleasure  in  permitting  me  to  fish,  and  that  I 
might  certainly  do  so. 

I  did  not  wait  for  more,  but,  with  many  thanks, 
best  compliments  to  his  master,  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing,  commenced  putting  my  tackle  together. 
Some  men  were  at  work  engaged  in  mowing  the 
meadow  next  the  house,  and  as  soon  as  one  of 
these  fellows,  an  Irishman,  saw  me  thus  occupied, 
he  came  running  across  the  field  to  me,  saying 
that  in  the  morning  he  had  seen  a  splendid  trout 
lying  under  “  thim  bushes,”  which  he  “  knowed  ” 
was  not  under  51b.  Well,  I  set  to  work,  and 
almost  the  very  first  throw  I  had  him,  rising  him 
in  the  exact  spot  which  had  been  pointed  out  to 
me.  The  gardener  came  to  my  assistance  with 
an  extraordinary  machine,  used  for  dredging  up 
gravel,  or  something  of  the  kind  (for  I  had  not  a 
net  with  me),  and  between  us  we  landed  him.  No 
sooner  was  lie  on  the  bank  than  my  friend  the 
Irishman  came  up  again  in  a  state  of  the  greatest 
delight,  dancing  round  him,  and  exclaiming, 
“  Arragh  now  !  didn’t  I  tell  your  honour  he  was 
over  51b.  ?  ”  The  steelyard,  however,  returned 
him  as  only  3 Jib.,  but  he  certainly  was  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  perfectly  fed  fish  I  ever  saw. 
I  was  so  proud  of  him,  that  I  really  could  not 
make  up  my  mind  to  give  him  to  the  gentleman, 
who  had  through  his  butler  so  kindly  given  me 
the  opportunity  of  catching  him,  as  I  doubtless 
ought  to  have  done  ;  and  hope  that  he  will, 
though  somewhat  late,  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
his  courtesy,  and  this  expression  of  my  regret 
that  I  was  induced  to  treat  him  so  scurvily. — 
From  “  Simeon's  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History."  _ 


THE  MARCH  BROWN. 

By  C.  Hevit,  Hon.  Chap.  F.G. 

The  lovers  of  early  trout  fishing  are,  no  doubt, 
looking  eagerly  forward  to  the  swarms  of  March 
Browns  which  before  long  will  suddenly  burst 
forth  on  stream  and  pool,  rejoicing  the  heart  of 
the  angler,  and  filling  the  stomachs  of  the  hungry 
trout.  On  the  rivers  where  it  abounds,  it  is  to 
my  mind  the  most  important  of  all  spring  flies. 
It  brings  the  trout  most  rapidly  into  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  teaches  them  to  look.to  the  surface  for 
their  food,  and  is  therefore  a  boon  to  the  fly- 
fisher.  Personally  I  care  nothing  for  catching 
trout  that  are  hungry  and  lean ;  they  show  no 
sport  in  the  water,  and  on  the  table  they  are  an 
abomination.  How  men,  who  are  really  sports¬ 
men,  can  find  pleasure  in  catching  trout  early  in 
February  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me.  But 
towards  the  end  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  the  buds  on  the  bushes  by  the  river¬ 
side  are  swelling  to  the  bursting  point,  and  the 
delicate  green  tips,  backed  by  the  brown  and 
purple  of  the  twigs,  are  lighted  up  by  a  gleam  of 
sunshine,  there  is  joy  in  the  breast  of  the  angler. 
On  such  a  morning  1  have  many  a  time,  on  the 
banks  of  Usk  or  Exe,  waited  impatiently  the 
rise  of  the  March  Brown.  They  are  not  then 

*  Since  this  was  written  a  jack  of  381b.  was  caught  with 
a  live-bait  this  spring  (1853)  in  the  exact  part  of  the  river 
referred  to.  This  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  very  fish  that 
I  was  trying  for,  and  the  marks  9f  whose  teqth  I  had  seen 
in  the  smaller  jack. 


strange  to  the  fish.  The  excellent  flavour  of 
yesterday’s  luncheon  or  dinner  still  lingers  in  the 
memory  of  the  trout,  and  each  is  probably  watch¬ 
ing  from  behind  his  pet  stone,  or  root,  or  little 
eddy  near  the  bank,  in  hopes  that  to-day’s  breaks 
fast  may  rival,  or  perhaps  surpass,  all  previous 
experiences. 

The  March  Brown  is,  however,  often  a  very 
disappointing  fly  from  the  angler’s  point  of  view. 
I  have  had  grand  sport  with  it  on  a  few  occasions, 
but  have  often  found  that  the  pattern  which  filled 
my  basket  on  one  day  was  rejected  with  scorn  by 
the  trout  on  the  following  day ;  and  many  and 
many  a  time  it  has  happened  that  no  pattern 
that  I  could  put  before  them  would  induce  a  single 
good  trout  to  take  hold.  It  seems  from  letters 
which  have  lately  appeared  in  the  F.  G.  that 
others  beside  myself  have  been  hard  put  to  it  to 
find  a  pattern  that  will  always  kill,  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  in  my  own  mind  that  they  never  will.  As 
I  am  an  old  hand,  and  always  used  to  dress  my 
own  flies,  I  will  give  the  dressing  of  one  or  two 
with  which  I  have  on  certain  occasions  killed  well. 
But  first  let  me  give  one  or  two  facts  from  my  own 
experience,  and  some  conclusions  which  I  have 
drawn  from  them.  For  the  accuracy  of  the  facts 
I  will  vouch ;  as  to  the  conclusions  I  leave  your 
readers  to  judge  for  themselves. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  some  years  ago  to  get 
leave  for  a  few  days’  fishing  on  a  well  preserved 
part  of  the  Usk.  It  was  early  in  April;  gleams 
of  sunshine  and  patches  of  shadow  were  chasing 
one  another  over  hill,  and  dale,  and  river,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  March  Browns  could  not 
help  putting  in  an  appearance.  Towards  the 
head  of  the  water  was  a  meadow,  round  which 
the  river  curved  in  the  shape  ef  a  horseshoe. 
There  were  three  nice  pools  and  two  good  streams 
between  them.  My  recollection  is  that  the  length 
of  this  stretch  of  water  was  between  a  quarter 
and  a  half-a-mile.  It  did  not  take  me  long  to  put 
my  tackle  together.  Being  confident  that  March 
Browns  must  come  on,  I  put  up  two  of  different 
patterns,  and  between  them  a  Dun.  Having  laid 
down  my  rod,  with  the  cast  line  in  the  water  to 
soak,  my  pipe  was  soon  alight,  and  it  was  very 
pleasant  to  sit  and  bask  in  the  sun  after  a  sharp 
and  rather  long  walk.  For  some  ten  minutes  I 
smoked  the  meditative  pipe  and  watched  the 
water.  Scarcely  a  fly  of  any  sort  was  to  be  seen, 
and  no  rise  dimpled  the  surface  of  the  pool. 
Suddenly  there  was  a  rather  splashing  rise  in  the 
middle  of  the  pool,  then  another,  and  almost  in  a 
moment  the  water  was  covered  with  March 
Browns,  and  the  trout  were  taking  them  madly. 
The  rise  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  and  came  to  an 
end  as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun,  but  three  nice 
trout  had  found  their  way  into  my  basket.  For 
some  twenty  minutes  I  fished  the  rough  water  at  the 
head  and  tail  of  the  pool,  but  could  not  get  a  rise. 
Again  there  came  a  small  swarm  of  flies,  and 
while  they  were  on  I  got  a  brace  of  nice  fish. 

The  wind  being  down  stream,  it  struck  me  that 
it  would  be  a  good  plan,  when  the  next  rise  began 
to  tail  off,  to  run  across  the  meadow  and  see  if  I 
could  catch  the  swarm  of  March  Browns  as  it 
reached  the  pool  below.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
each  successive  swarm  of  flies  rose  chiefly  from 
a  long  gravelly  flat  just  above  my  boundary,  and 
drifted  rapidly  down  stream  with  the  wind.  My 
plan  was  a  success.  When  the  next  swarm  came 
on  I  got  a  trout  or  a  brace  (I  forget  which)  in  the 
top  pool ;  ran  across  the  meadow  to  the  middle 
one,  and  as  the  rise  began  to  go  off  there,  ran 
down  to  the  lowest  pool.  I  did  this  two  or  three 
times,  and  got  between  15lb.  and  161b.  weight  of 
good  trout  in  about  three  hours.  My  note- book 
is  not  at  hand,  or  I  could  give  the  exact  number, 
but  I  know  that  the  average  was  nearly  Jib. 
Had  I  then  known  what  I  now  know  my  basket 
would  probably  have  been  heavier. 

No  fly  came  on  in  the  afternoon,  so  I  started 
early  for  home,  and  verily  my  basket  seemed 
heavier  each  mile  of  the  way.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  rigid  application  of  the  scales,  I  feel  sure  I 
should  ever  after  have  declared  that  my  basket 
weighed  at  least  301b.  when  I  got  home. 

Next  morning,  having  been  up  since  daylight 
dressing  March  Browns  of  the  same  pattern  that 
had  given  such  good  results,  and  other  patterns 
which  looked  to  me  quite  as  seductive,  I  reached 
the  river  with  the  full  determination  of  beating 
my  previous  day’s  record.  Quite  as  much  fly 
came  on,  the  trout  rose  fast  and  furious,  the  day 
was  all  that  qne  could  wish,  but  though  I  did  all  I 


knew,  and  ran  from  pool  to  pool  till  I  larded  the 
lean  earth  most  copiously,  41b.  of  trout  was  all  that 
I  could  get.  It  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me 
why  I  could  not  get  more  trout  on  the  second  day. 

Some  years  later  an  experience  on  the  Exe 
puzzled  me,  and  a  better  fisherman  than  myself 
still  more.  About  a  mile  and  a-half  below  Bick- 
leigh  Bridge  is  abroad  shallow  stream,  which  runs 
into  a  long  deep  pool.  On  the  far  side,  near  the 
head  of  the  stream,  a  small  brook  flows  into  the 
river,  and  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  yards  below 
the  junction  there  is  a  narrow  run  not  more  than 
six  or  seven  yards  wide,  and  some  four  feet  deep. 
There  are  bushes  hanging  over  the  water  from  the 
opposite  bank,  which  is  high  and  steep,  and  the 
run  is  often  full  of  good  trout  when  the  March 
Browns  are  on.  I  fancy  they  run  up  from  the  deep 
pool  to  feed,  and  drop  back  again  when  the  rise  of 
fly  is  over.  One  morning,  about  eleven  o’clock,  I 
found  the  trout  taking  March  Browns  freely,  and 
out  of  this  narrow  run  killed,  in  a  very  short  time, 
the  best  basket  of  the  day.  They  were  all  killed 
with  March  Browns  of  a  common  pattern. 

There  were  four  of  us  staying  at  the  inn.  We 
all  knew  the  water  well,  and  none  were  novices.  I 
persuaded  one  of  my  friends  to  come  down  with 
me  next  morning,  and  to  be  at  the  particular  run 
about  eleven  o’clock. 

We  sat  on  the  bank,  talked  fishing,  and  watched. 
As  soon  as  the  trout  began  to  rise  I  waded  in  and 
fished  the  run  down.  It  was  swarming  with  trout, 
which  were  rising  fast.  Never  a  rise  could  I  get, 
and  my  friend  on  the  bank  jeered  triumphantly. 
Then  he  took  a  turn,  and  I  jeered.  To  make  a 
long  story  short,  we  tried  every  fly  we  could  think 
of  again  and  again  for  more  than  an  hour.  The 
trout  rose  all  the  time,  but  never  a  single  one  did 
we  kill. 

How  is  one  to  account  for  such  a  breakdown  ? 
These  were  not  trout  which  had  been  worried  and 
pricked  the  day  before,  but  fresh  trout  which  had 
run  up  out  of  the  deep  pool  to  feed  in  their 
favourite  place  on  the  March  Browns. 

With  regard  to  the  various  patterns  of  March 
Browns  which  we  make  ourselves  or  find  in  the 
tackle-makers’  shops,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  as  the  artificial  flies  vary  widely  in  size  and 
colour,  so  do  the  natural.  On  any  of  the  long 
streams  on  the  Exe  you  may  at  one  time,  and  one 
place,  see  March  Browns  of  every  shade,  from  the 
darkest  brown  to  quite  a  light  yellowish  brown, 
floating  down  together,  Whether  the  trout  were 
more  partial  to  one  colour  than  another  I  could  not 
make  out.  It  seemed  to  me  that  when  they 
were  rising  well  they  gobbled  down  all  shades  of 
colour  with  the  utmost  impartiality. 

The  patterns  which  I  used  to  make  for  myself, 
and  which  some  of  my  friends  used  to  do  me  the 
honour  to  ask  for,  killed  as  well  as  any  I  ever 
came  across,  and  so  I  give  one  or  two  of  them. 

Bodies. 

(1)  Hare’s  ear,  yellow  near  the  tail,  shading 
nicely  to  dark  up  the  body,  with  a  turn  of  water- 
rat’s  fur  just  under  the  wings,  ribbed  with  yellow 
silk  of  various  shades. 

(2)  Birch  bark  (the  yellowish  brown  shade 
which  lies  under  the  outer  white  skin),  ribbed  with 
yellow  or  brown  silk,  according  to  shade  of 
colour  ;  sometimes  a  thread  of  gold  wire  alongside 
of  the  silk  ribbing  is  good. 

(3)  Floss  silk  ribbed  with  silk  or  tinsel. 

Nos.  1  and  2  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  ;  they 
may  be  varied  much  in  colour.  Floss  silk  changes 
sometimes  so  much  in  colour  when  wet,  that  it  is 
not  well  to  use  when  other  material  can  be  got. 

Hackles. 

Honey  dun  hackles  of  various  shades,  and  over 
them  a  partridge  hackle,  or  woodcock,  or  grouse 
hackle  just  under  the  wings.  Many  March 
Browns  have  a  slight  trace  of  yellow  about  the 
legs.  The  honey  dun  hackle  under  the  partridge 
gives  this.  Partridge  hackles  vary  much  in  shade 
and  markings,  and  with  the  materials  I  have 
mentioned  an  infinite  variety  of  flies,  as  regards 
bodies  and  legs,  may  be  made. 

Wings. 

I  confess  that  I  have  never  found  a  feather 
which  quite  came  up  to  my  notion  of  what  a 
March  Brown  wing  should  be.  Feathers  from  the 
wing  of  a  young  hen  pheasant,  certain  woodcock’s 
feathers,  and  partridge  tail  are  all  used,  and  if 
one  can  get  them  of  a  good  shade  of  colour,  and  a 
good  texture,  they  are  as  good  as  any  that  I  know. 
After  all,  however,  wings  are  by  no  means  neces¬ 
sary.  Some  good  fishermen  of  my  acquaintance 
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almost  always  use  hackled  March  Browns,  and  in 
certain  cases,  as  I  shall  presently  mention,  they 
are  by  far  the  most  killing  form  of  the  fly.  The 
only  thing  to  be  done  in  the  making  of  the  fly  is 
to  put  a  little  more  and  a  little  longer  partridge 
hackle  over  the  honey  dun,  and  leave  out  the 
wings  altogether.  The  above  remarks  refer,  of 
course,  to  the  fly  used  wet. 

I  have  killed  a  good  many  trout  with  the  dry 
March  Brown  ;  but  as  long  stretches  of  the  water 
were  utterly  uusuited  to  the  dry-fly,  I  found  it  so 
much  trouble  to  change  from  wet  to  dry,  and  dry 
to  wet,  that  I  gave  up  the  dry-fly  almost  entirely. 

The  dry-fly  pattern  which  did  the  best  was 
body  No.  2— hackle  honey  dun  and  partridge; 
wings  from  the  breast  of  a  widgeon,  or  a  light 
wood-duck  feather,  dyed  with  olive  brown  dye. 
The  rib  was  left  in  the  feather,  as  in  making  a 
May-fly. 

One  or  two  suggestions  for  the  young  and  in¬ 
experienced  angler,  and  I  have  done. 

If  you  are  fishing  in  spring  on  a  river  where 
March  Browns  at  times  abound,  always  have  one 
(hackled  for  choice)  on  your  cast.  Have  another 
cast-line  round  your  hat  (or,  better  far,  in  your 
wet-box),  with  two,  or  even  three,  March  Browns 
and  an  Iron  Blue  Dun  on  it.  Change  at  once  if 
the  fly  comes  up  strong.  Not  a  moment  is  to  be 
wasted.  The  rise  may  last  only  a  few  minutes. 
Fish  where  you  happen  to  be,  or  at  the  very 
nearest  place  where  you  know  there  are  good 
trout.  To  make  tracks  for  some  favourite  spot 
and  spend  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter-of-an-hour  in 
getting  there  may  lose  you  the  chance  of  the  day. 
When  you  reach  your  favourite  spot,  you  may  find 
that  there  are  no  flies  there,  or  that  the  rise  is 
over.  Had  you  fished  where  you  stood  you  might 
have  got  two  or  three  brace. 

The  Iron  Blue  Dun  often  comes  down  with  the 
March  Browns.  It  is  so  small  a  fly  that  you  may 
not  notice  it,  and  at  times  the  trout  will  take  the 
artificial  Iron  Blue  when  they  will  not  look  at  the 
March  Brown. 

Whilst  the  swarm  is  on,  and  the  water  is  thick 
with  flies,  and  churned  to  foam  by  the  rising  trout, 
fish  with  your  utmost  diligence.  When  the  rise 
of  fly  is  over,  make  for  the  head  of  the  nearest 
pool  into  which  a  strong  stream  runs,  and  fish 
carefully  with  a  hackle  fly,  sunk  rather  deep,  just 
where  the  stream  loses  itself  in  the  pool.  A  good 
many  of  the  March  Browns  get  drowned  in  the 
rough  streams,  and  for  twenty  minutes  or  half  an 
hour  after  the  flies  have  vanished  you  may  still 
pick  up  a  trout  or  two  with  the  sunk  fly.  At  such 
times  the  hackle  fly,  in  my  opinion,  kills  best. 
The  wings  of  a  drowned  fly  are  so  sodden,  and 
stick  sometimes  so  close  to  the  body,  that  they  are 
almost  imperceptible. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  hackled  March 
Brown  may  be  used  with  profit  as  a  dry  fly.  I 
have  not  tried  it  much  myself,  but  my  experience 
with  hackled  Duns  and  May-flies,  dressed  without 
wings  and  used  dry,  leads  me  to  think  that  a 
March  Brown  so  dressed,  used  dry,  would  kill 
well.  Last  year,  on  a  much  fished  stretch  of 
water,  where  the  trout  know  as  much  as  any  fish 
in  England,  I  killed  several  cunning  old  fellows 
that  had  utterly  rejected  every  pattern  of  winged 
fly,  with  a  May-fly  dressed  with  a  wood-duck 
hackle.  This  fly  should  not  be  used  too  dry.  It 
should  not  be  sent  down  the  water  standing  as  it 
were  upon  the  tips  of  its  toes--a  way  that  it  has 
when  quite  dry.  The  hackles  below  the  body 
should  be  wet,  while  those  on  the  upper  side  should 
stand  up  plainly  to  be  seen  above  the  water. 

Lastly,  if  on  any  good  part  of  the  river  you  may 
be  fishing  you  find  a  strong  hatch  of  March 
Browns  come  up,  say,  about  eleven  o’clock,  make 
for  the  same  part  of  the  water  next  day,  a  little 
earlier,  and  have  everything  in  readiness  to  begin 
the  moment  they  appear.  If  there  be  no  marked 
change  iu  the  weather  it  is  curious  how  punctually 
they  will  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  same  time 
ani  place  day  after  day.  When  they  come,  “  what 
your  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  your  might.” 
Remember  the  old  Scotch  proverb,  “  Time’s  troots.” 
Don  t  get  any  fad  into  your  head  about  the  dry  fly 
or  the  wet  fly  being  the  only  correct  thing.  Had 
Solomon  been  an  angler  he  would  have  said : 

“  There  is  a  time  and  place  for  the  wet  fly,  and 
also  for  the  dry ;  and  there  is,  moreover,  a  time 
when  these  also  are  vauity.”  Should  you  find  it 
so,  smoke  the  pipe  of  patience,  look  over  or  repair 
tackle,  and  wait  for  better  times.  “  Good  luck  to 
your  fishing.” 


llotts 


WrE  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  of  our 
advertising  friends  who  will  inform  us  when  any¬ 
one  attempts  to  obtain  money  or  goods  by  offering 
to  get  notices  inserted  in  thi3  paper.  We  know 
that  such  attempts  have  been  made. 

‘‘We  must  congratulate  you  most  heartily  for  the 
great  success  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  We  have 
watched  its  growth  with  great  interest,  and  it 
only  proves  what  energy  and  ability  can  do.” 
Kind  words  are  always  welcome,  and  this  entirely 
unsolicited  expression  of  opinion  is  the  more 
valued  by  us,  as  it  comes  from  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  wholesale  manufacturers  of  fish  hooks 
and  tackle  in  the  world,  Messrs.  William 
Bartleet  &  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch. 


We  sent  the  two-tailed  worm  to  Dr.  Gunther, 
and  received  the  following  reply : — “  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  Cromwell-road,  Lon¬ 
don,  S.W.  Dear  Sir, — I  am  desired  by  Dr. 
Gunther  to  thank  you  for  the  worm  you  sent  him, 
and  to  say  that  he  will  be  glad  to  see  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  pike.  We  have  had  two-tailed  worms 
before. — Yours  very  truly,  F.  Jeffrey  Bell.” 


Trout-fishers  looking  out  for  “  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new  ”  should  make  a  note  of  Mr.  E.  L. 
Morse’s  letter  from  Weimar,  which  we  publish 
this  week. 


There  is  a  delightful  angling  paper,  entitled, 
“A  Tweedside  Sketch,”  by  Andrew  Lang,  in 
Good  Words  for  this  month. 


Writing  to  us  on  March  7,  Mr.  Wm.  Haynes, 
of  Patrick- street,  Cork,  says  “  We  have  had  no 
fishing  up  to  this  ;  not  a  drop  of  rain  for  over  six 
weeks.  The  rivers  are  full  of  fish,  but  it  is  useless 
trying  for  them.  _ 


In  Caithness,  the  weather  has  been  very  severe, 
putting  a  stop  to  both  sea  and  river  fishing.  The 
surf  on  the  coast  was  running  high,  a  large  steamer 
foundered  in  the  Pentland  Firth  ;  crew  of  twenty- 
two  hands  saved  with  Longhope  lifeboat.  A  fall  of 
snow  15in.  deep  took  place  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  Keen  frost  has  partly  shut  the  lochs  and 
streams  ;  a  severe  thunderstorm  passed  over  the 
county  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  inst.,  doing  damage 
to  a  farm-house  in  Halkirk,  and  killing  a  valuable 
horse.  Several  persons  had  marvellous  escapes 
from  the  lightning. 

The  six  interdicts  got  against  persons  for  fishing 
in  the  river  Thurso  last  year  without  leave  from 
the  proprietor  have  proved  effectual.  I  hear  that 
liberty  to  fish  for  trout  will  be  given  to  deserving 
applicants,  but  as  yet  none  have  applied. 


Many  of  our  readers  knew  the  late  W.  W. 
Sabin,  who  died  in  America  last  year.  His  was 
one  of  those  quiet,  affable,  modest  natures,  which, 
without  the  least  idea  of  doing  so,  always  make  a 
good  impression.  We  had  a  note  from  his  brother 
the  other  day,  from  which  we  give  a  line  or  two  : 
— “  My  brother  was  in  ill  health  for  nearly  two 
years  before  his  death,  and  was  never  able  to 
properly  attend  to  business  during  that  time.  He 
was  always  sanguine  of  recovery,  and  fond  of  his 
business,  hopeful  of  continuing  and  prospering  in 
it  for  many  years.  His  death,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
was  an  unexpected  blow  to  us  all,  and  a  painful 
and  irreparable  loss  to  his  wife  and  family  of 
seven  children.” 


Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall’s  paper,  Rod  and  Gun , 
which  was  started  at  3d.,  then  raised  to  6d.,  is 
now  reduced  to  2d.  It  is  very  nicely  got  up,  and 
has  interesting  articles  on  all  kinds  of  sport. 

Archer  Spinner. — Messrs.  William  Bartleet 
and  Sons  ask  us  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  para¬ 
graph  in  our  issue  of  March  7  (page  144),  that 
their  “  Archer  Spinners  ”  can  only  be  obtained  by 
anglers  from  fishing  tackle  dealers,  as  Messrs. 
William  Bartleet  and  Sons  supply  them  wholesale 
to  the  trade  only.  _ 

The  advertiser  of  “bustard  skins”  in  our 
columns  asks  us  to  withdraw  the  advertisement,  as 
he  has  through  it  “found  a  ready  sale  for  them.” 


On  almost  every  river  the  very  best  time  in 
spring  to  fish  for  salmon  with  the  natural  minnow 
is  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May. 

Reports  which  come  to  hand  from  the  Scotch 
salmon  rivers  indicate  that  during  the  past  ten 
days  sport  has  been  extremely  poor  all  round. 

In  Aberdeen,  last  week  and  this  week,  quantities 
of  kelt  finnocks  and  yellow  trout  in  wretched 
condition  were  exposed  for  sale.  Poaching  is 
rampant  in  the  Aberdeen  district,  and  scarcely  a 
week  passes  but  someone  gets  severely  mauled  in 
the  fierce  encounters  which  take  place  between 
the  bailiffs  and  the  poachers  and  mauchers. 

Tremendously  severe  weather  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  in  this  country  aud  Scotland  for  several 
days  past.  A  high  wind  keeps  up,  and  despite 
the  intense  brightness  of  the  sun,  the  cold  is  the 
most  piercing  that  has  been  felt  this  winter.  The 
snow-storm  is  partial,  and  most  singular  in  its 
distribution,  snow  for  instance  to  a  depth  of  from 
eight  inches  to  a  foot  lying  at  a  distance  of  only  a 
few  miles  from  where  there  is  no  snow  at  all. 
Most  of  the  northern  rivers  are  too  low  in  volume 
for  angling,  and  their  temperature  is  down  almost 
to  freezing  point.  _ 

Last  week  by  mistake  we  printed  “  Invergarry  ” 
for  “Invergloy.”  Our  note  had  reference  to  Inver- 
gloy  Hotel,  Loch  Lochy,  which  commands  one  of 
the  finest  situations  on  the  Caledonian  Canal 
route,  and  which  prior  to  last  year  was  known  as 
Glengloy  House.  _ 


Mr.  George  Sim,  F.L.S.,  naturalist,  Aberdeen, 
has  received,  to  set  up,  a  magnificent  specimen  <  f 
the  golden  eagle,  which  was  shot  on  the  Gram¬ 
pians  on  Friday  of  last  week. 


Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  will  read  a  paper  at  the 
Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society’s  meeting¬ 
house,  the  Clarence  Hotel,  Winstanley-road,  Clap, 
ham  Junction,  on  Friday  evening,  March  20. 
Subject — “  Barbel  Fishing.”  The  chair  will  be 
taken  at  8  30. 


We  have  a  few  of  the  show-cards  left  with  “  A 
Fish  Story  ”  mounted  in  the  centre.  We  shall  be 
pleased  to  forward  one  free  to  any  of  our  readers 
who  can  hang  it  in  some  prominent  position. 


See  to  the  Presswork. — Good  presswork  should 
be  the  aim  of  every  printer.  Even  a  poorly  set 
job  will  present  an  attractive  and  workmanlike 
appearance  if  well  printed  with  good  ink  on  good 
paper.  On  the  other  hand,  no  matter  how  elabo¬ 
rate  or  artistic  the  composition  may  be,  the  job 
will  be  spoiled  by  poor  presswork.  This  is  so 
patent  a  fact  that  it  seems  a  waste  of  time  to 
mention  it ;  yet  how  few  printers,  especially  in 
country  districts,  heed  it !  See  that  every  job  is 
well  printed.  It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  ;  you 
have  the  presses  to  do  it  ;  the  ink  is  readily 
attainable,  as  also  the  paper  and  the  rollers.  All 
that  is  needed  is  cleanliness  and  care.  Keep  the 
presses  clean  and  well  oiled,  and  do  not  allow  the 
rollers  to  become  played  out.  It  is  good  policy 
to  have  plenty  of  good  rollers  and  to  wash  up 
your  presses  frequently.  A  few  minutes  will 
suffice  for  washing  up,  especially  where  there  is  a 
reserve  set  of  rollers  to  take  the  place  of  those 
taken  from  the  press.  All  this  applies  with  as 
much  force  to  newspaper  work  as  to  fine  job 
work.  Every  newspaper  should  be  carefully  and 
well  printed,  and  placed  in  the  reader’s  hand  in 
a  neat  and  shipshape  style.  A  newspaper’s  popu¬ 
larity  is  its  most  valuable  asset,  and  it  cannot  be 
popular  if  it  is  printed  and  delivered  in  a  slovenly 
manner.  Always  bear  this  in  mind,  and  impress 
upon  your  pressmen  the  absolute  necessity  of 
good  work.  If  your  presses  are  not  in  good  repair, 
have  them  exchanged  or  overhauled  :  you  will 
find  it  will  pay  you  to  do  so. — The  Pacific  Printer. 

Holloway's  Pills. — The  sudden  changes,  frequent  fogs,  and 
pervading  daintiness  sorely  impede  the  vital  functions  and  conduce 
to  ill-health.  The  remedy  for  these  diseases  lies  in  some  purifying 
medicine,  like  these  Pills,  which  is  competent  t  >  grapple  with  the 
mischief  at  its  source,  and  stamp  it  out  without  netting  the 
nerves  or  weakening  the  system.  Holloway's  Pills  extract  from 
the  blood  all  noxious  matters,  regu'ate  the  action  of  every  disor¬ 
dered  organ,  stimulate  the  liver  and  kidneys,  and  relax  the  bowels. 
In  curing  chest  complaints  these  Pills  are  remarkably  effective, 
especial'y  when  aided  by  friction  of  the  Ointment  on  its  walls. 
This  double  treatment  will  ensures  ceitain,  steady  and  beneti?e.nt 
progress,  and  sound  health  will  soon  be  re-established,. 
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Driving  Salmon. — An  interesting  experiment 
was  tried  in  the  Lee  (co.  Cork)  on  Monday  week, 
in  the  presence  of  Alderman  Dale,  Mr.  George 
Haynes,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen 
interested  in  angling.  It  was  the  “driving  of 
salmon  from  the  turbine  stream  and  tail  race  of 
the  waterworks  into  the  main  river,  and  through 
the  fish  pass  in  the  new  weir.  During  the  low 
water,  a  large  quantity  of  salmon  had  accumulated 
in  the  deep  and  rapid  stream  rushing  down  from 
the  four  turbines  employed  by  the  corporation  to 
pump  water  into  the  reservoirs  for  supplying  the 
city  with  water.  The  fish  were,  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  impounded.  The  turbines  formed  a  barrier 
to  their  upward  movement,  and  the  water  in  the 
main  river  was  so  low,  the  fish  could  not  reach  the 
weir  or  pass  up.  Since  the  reconstruction  of  the 
weir  by  the  corporation,  and  the  erection  of  the 
pass  or  stairs,  it  has  been  freely  alleged  that,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  river  was  in  high  flood,  no  salmon 
could  reach  the  upper  waters.  It  has  been 
charged,  in  fact,  that  the  whole  structure  has 
been  a  serious  obstruction,  and  an  injury  to  the 
river.  Sir  Thomas  Brady  and  the  engineer  of  the 
Fishery  Board  in  Dublin  inspected  the  work  last 
summer,  and  made  certain  suggestions  which  the 
corporation  acted  upon,  that  body  .  showing 
throughout  a  laudable  desire  to  conciliate  the 
fishing  interests.  Since  these  alterations  were 
carried  out  no  opportunity  was  afforded  of  testing 
their  efficacy  in  a  practical  way  till  Monday. 
The  plan  of  operations  consists  simply  in  shutting 
off  the  water  from  the  turbines  and  diverting  it 
over  the  weir  and  through  the  pass.  Immediately 
below  the  waterworks  is  a  sub-way  with  a  sluice, 
connecting  the  main  river  with  No.  1  turbine  stream. 
This  sluice  is  raised,  and  the  water  rushing 
through  forms  a  connection  with  No.  1  turbine 
stream,  and  then  with  No.  2  and  No.  3  stream, 
through  gaps  skilfully  made  in  the  dividing  walls 
The  fish  finding  a  new  outlet  just  at  the  moment 
the  water  is  drawn  off  from  them  are  not  slow  to 
take  advantage  of  it,  and  so  it  was  found  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Mr.  Haynes,  with  "waders,  proceeded  out  in 
the  weir  to  watch  the  pass,  while  Alderman  Dale 
and  the  other  gentlemen  saw  the  effect  from  the 
bridge  over  the  subway.  The  water  was  drawn 
off  gradually  from  No.  8  turbine  just  so  that  the 
fish  might  move  into  the  next  stream,  and  so  on 
till  No.  1  was  reached.  The  salmon  were  then 
seen  to  rush  madly  through  the  new  waterway, 
and  in  a  moment  afterwards  were  through  the 
pass.  In  half-an-hour  some  hundreds  of  fish  were 
on  their  way  up-stream.  Many  of  the  salmon 
seemed  scared  by  the  spectators,  and  remained 
floundering  about ;  but  the  experiment  was  most 
successful.  There  were,  of  course,  some  defects 
incidental  upon  a  first  trial,  but  these  will  be 
avoided  in  future.  One  satisfactory  result  has 
been  proved,  and  it  is  the  efficiency  of  the  pass. 
The  entire  plan  will  have  far-reaching  effects  on 
the  future  of  the  river,  more  especially  as  the  net¬ 
ting  rights  in  Wellington  Hole  have  been  secured 
by  the  fishery  conservators,  and  the  netting  offish 
will  be  discontinued  in  that  part  of  the  river  — 
B in  the  “  Field.”  _ 


said  I.  ‘  Where  have  you  caught  them  ?  ’  in¬ 
quired  he  ;  ‘  why,  I  have  not  seen  you  throw  your 
"ine  these  ten  minutes.’  ‘  No,  indeed,  but  I  am 
on  the  watch.’  ‘  For  what  ?  ’  ‘  Why,  a  trout 

iaking  a  fly,  to  be  sure.’  ‘  What  then  ?  ’  said  he. 
Why,  in  that  case  I  am  certain  of  him.’  With 
ihat  one  took  down  a  fly.  I  was  quick  upon  him, 
and  brought  him  out.  I  immediately  let  him  see 
what  I  had  caught,  the  basket  being  nearly  full  of 
arge  trout.  ‘  No,  no,  that  won’t  do;  you  have 
caught  them  with  a  silver  hook.’  ‘  You  are  mis¬ 
taken,  major,’  retorted  I,  ‘  which  you  will  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  by  adopting  my  plan.’  He  immediately 
did  so,  and  soon  had  reason  to  alter  his  opinion  of 
my  having  had  recourse  to  the  silver  hook  from 
the  number  of  trout  in  my  basket.” — From  “  The 
Anglers'  Desideratum ,”  1839.  [We  are  obliged  to 
Mr.  Crabtree,  of  Burton-on-Trent,  for  sending  the 
above  extract.  We  have  a  strong  impression  that 
we  gave  it  some  years  back — about  1880. — Ed.] 


FISH  STORIES.— No.  4. 


THE  SINGING  FISH  OF  JULLUNDER. 


Lake  Vyrnwty,  North  Wales. — The  lessee  was 
out  for  one  hour  and  a-half  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  killed  four  trout,  weighing  lib.  3oz.,  lib.,  14oz  , 
and  12oz.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  they  have 
put  on  condition  well  since  last  report.  No  vacant 
rods  on  this  water  before  Monday,  April  6. — Long 
Drift. 


Are  the  Norfolk  Broads  to  be  closed  to  the 
public  ?  We  are  informed  that  monetary  help  is 
urgently  needed  to  fight  the  question  of  the  right 
of  the  public  to  fish  on  Hickling  Broad,  the  largest 
broad  in  Norfolk.  From  time  immemorial  the 
public  has  shot,  fished  and  sailed  on  this  splendid 
lake.  We  understand  a  Mr.  Micklethwaite,  a 
local  landowner,  has  summoned  a  man  named 
Vincent  for  shooting  on  the  broad,  and  claims  the 
sole  right  of  fishing  and  shooting. 


Menu  of  a  Norwich  Club  Dinner. — Dinners 
have  been  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  time  with 
angling  clubs  at  Norwich,  as  many  as  six  of 
these  social  events  being  held  during  the  past  ten 
days.  The  menu  at  one— that  of  the  “  Norwich 
Club”  (says  a  correspondent  in  a  local  paper)  — 
which  was  written  upon  a  beautiful  representation 
of  a  bream  and  presented  to  the  members  by  one 
of  the  [club,  was  bream  full  of  good  things,  as 
follows : — 

Appetissant. 

Trout  Norwegian. 

Fiskerstykkeforskjelligevelsmagcnde. 

Potage. 

Lobster  a  la  Cromer. 

Stewed  eels  from  Ormcsby  Foot. 

Poisson  (Tout  Bouillant). 

Salmo  Wroxhamiensis. 

Turbot  caught  by  lowest  toff. 

(N.B.— Not  a  member  of  this  Club.) 

Filleted  solos  without  the  uppers. 

Smelts  Yariannonum. 

Legumes. 

Potatoes  fried  or  boiled. 

Entremets. 

Pancakes.  A  Mi(gh)ty  Cheeso. 

Vins. 

Malt  and  Hops. 

Fruit  juices  or  barley  extract 
(up  to  proof). 


Early  Reference  to  Dry-fly  Fishing.— Fly 
Fishing  in  a  Calm  or  Sunshine. — “  This  mode  o 
fishing  is  by  dropping  the  fly  in  the  centre  of  the 
ciic’.e  a  trout  describes  on  sucking  down  a  fly.  It 
is  a  very  amusing  as  well  as  an  excellent  way  of 
catching  fish  in  a  calm,  sunshine,  or  muddy  water, 
and  even  at  night,  if  the  circles  can  be  perceived. 
Deep  pools  are  the  best.  Your  fly-line  must  be  of 
the  finest  gut,  two  yards  long,  tapering  from  the 
casting-line,  with  one  hook  attached  to  it.  Keep 
a  sharp  look  out  for  a  circle  to  enable  you  to  drop 
your  fly  with  quickness  and  precision  into  the 
centre;  when  you  attain  this  you  are  almost 
certain  of  hooking  the  trout.  It  is  often  immaterial 
what  colour  your  fly  is,  he  being  so  eager  to  get 
another  fly  from  so  recently  smacking  his  lips  with 
the  first  dainty.  The  largest  trout  are  taken  this 
way.  I  remember  well,  when  I  was  a  very  young 
man,  but  a  knowing  angler,  fishing  with  some  ex¬ 
pert  brothers  of  the  angle.  The  sun  was  shining 
so  vividly  on  the  face  of  the  water  that  I  left  them 
and  walked  half-a-mile  to  a  deep  pool  on  the 
Tweed,  where  I  continued  fishing  till  their  arrival. 
‘What  sport?  ’  asked  an  old  major.  ‘Pretty  fair,’ 


Imagine  their  Chagrin! — Two  pot-hunters 
have  established  themselves  on  a  certain  section 
of  the  Dee,  which  was  in  the  market  recently, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  lessees  on  the 
opposite  bank.  “  From  morn  to  noon,  from  noon 
to  dewy  eve,”  the  “  hunters  ”  never  weary  in 
their  operations.  With  minnow,  phantom,  prawn, 
prawn,  minnow,  phantom,  pool  after  pool  is 
raked  by  one  after  the  other  without  the  least 
rest.  It’s  not  sport,  but  fish,  they  want !  And 
would  you  believe  it,  to  sell.  The  anglers 
opposite  have  left  the  water  in  disgust,  and  for 
days  have  not  gone  near  it.  However,  the  other 
evening,  just  as  the  pair  of  pot-hunters  had  left 
off  after  extra  exertions  to  save  a  blank,  but 
without  success,  Mr.  - ,  who  had  not  been 
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near  the  water  for  a  week,  appeared  on  the 
opposite  bank  with  his  rod,  and  in  the  space  of 
ten  minutes  hooked,  ran,  and  landed  a  plump 
beauty  of  twelve  pounds,  right  under  their  very 
noses ! — X. 


I  remember  once  visiting  some  old  closed  up 
wells  in  Jullunder,  East  India,  which  were  said 
to  contain  the  dead  bodies  of  two  hundred  Bhisties 
or  water  carriers,  who  were  drowned  there  during 
the  Indian  Mutiny. 

It  appears  from  the  slight  information  I  obtained 
from  the  natives,  that  in  the  year  1857,  and  during 
the  never-to-be-forgotten  Indian  Mutiny,  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  European  troops  occupied  the  cantonment 
of  Jullunder,  and  had  according  to  custom  engaged 
a  great  number  of  natives  as  water  carriers  and 
also  a  great  many  as  cooks,  who  were  sworn 
neutral.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent 
them  turning  traitorous.  The  cooks  proved  loyal  in 
every  instance  and  assisted  the  English  troops  in 
all  their  undertakings  ;  but  a  sullen  gloomy  look 
was  noticed  upon  the  countenance  of  the  Bhisties, 
and  a  strict  watch  was  kept  upon  them.  .  It  was 
not  long  before  one  day  the  cooks,  seeing  the 
water  carriers  at  the  wells  much  earlier  than  was 
usual,  suspected  foul  play,  and  at  once  gave  the 
alarm. 

The  water  carriers,  not  suspecting  they  were 
betrayed,  were  one  and  all  fallen  in  line,  as 
according  to  custom,  on  the  last  day  of  every 
month,  to  answer  to  their  names  and  to  receive 
their  wages.  A  company  of  troops  were  sent  for 
to  take  charge  of  them  until  the  wells  were 
searched  and  the  water  examined. 

Upon  the  doctor’s  analysing  the  water,  it  was 
found  that  the  whole  of  the  wells  within  the 
cantonment  had  been  poisoned.  Luckily  the 
treachery  was  found  out  in  time,  or  the  whole  of 
the  English  troops  at  their  breakfast  that  morning 
would  have  been  poisoned. 

The  Bhisties  were  marched  to  the  respective 
wells  (the  wells  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  drawing  water  from),  and  there,  in  the  presence 
of  a  vast  multitude  of  people — both  Europeans  and 
natives — were  thrown  down  and  drowned  in  the 
water  they  had  themselves  poisoned.  The  wells 
were  then  closed  up,  still  containing  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  Bhisties. 

In  the  year  1874,  being  stationed  at  Jull¬ 
under,  near  Umritsar,  and  being  very  eager  to 
see  all  the  important  places  connected  with 
the  mutiny  of  1857,  accompanied  by  my  friend 
Patten  I  visited  the  aforesaid  wells,  and  of  course, 
soldier-like,  were  not  satisfied  in  reading  the  in¬ 
scriptions  upon  the  stones  which  close  the  top  or 
mouths  of  the  said  wells,  but  immediately  set  our¬ 
selves  to  work  in  removing  several  of  the  bricks 
and  stones  to  enable  us  to  see  into  them.  For  some 
time  we  could  see  nothing  for  the  darkness,  but 
as  our  sights  became  accustomed  to  the  darkness, 
we  gradually  became  aware  of  some  moving  objects 
in  the  water  beneath.  At  first  we  thought  the 
wells  infested  with  snakes,  but  upon  closer  in¬ 
spection  found  them  to  contain,  not  snakes,  but 
real  live  fish. 

Carefully  replacing  the  bricks  and  stones,  we 
repaired  to  camp,  resolving  that  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  we  would  again  visit  these  wells  which 
contained  so  many  of  the  finny  tribe.  So  on  the 
following  day,  as  pre-arranged,  my  friend  and  I, 
fully  equipped  with  baskets,  hooks,  and  bait, 
strolled  out  our  luck  to  try.  We  were  not  long  in 
a^ain  removing  the  already  loosened  bricks  and 
stones,  and  casting  our  lines,  soon  brought  to  the 
surface  some  of  the  finest  fish  we  ever  saw. 

For  many  weeks  we  daily  repaired  to  the  self¬ 
same  spot,  and  always  brought  home  sufficient 
fish  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  regiment.  These 
fish  were  about  the  size  of  a  large  salmon,  salmon 
shaped,  but  of  a  dirty  muddy  colour. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  fish  were  thrown  into 
the  wells  at  the  time  the  Bhisties  were  put  in,  the 
natives  believing  that  sustenance  is  required  by 
the  spirit  or  soul  of  the  departed  while  travelling 
from  this  earth  to  the  future  happy  hunting 
grounds. 

Several  of  these  fish  were  placed  in  a  small 


Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by  sending 
in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as  possible. 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


well  of  clear  water  in  the  hospital  garden  and  kept 
as  curiosities,  and  at  times,  previous  to  any  great 
event  occurring,  were  heard  to  sing  or  chant  some 
very  mournful  tunes  ;  but  the  great  mystery  as  to 
how  they  could  possibly  have  survived  the  great 
quantity  of  poison  which  must  have  been  in  the 
water  at  the  time  of  their  first  immersion,  and  how 
it  was  that  they  did  not  poison  those  who  ate  them 
when  caught  by  us,  still  remains  to  be  solved. 

G.  H.,  54th  Regiment  of  Foot. 
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A  PHANTOM  TROUT. 

By  Edward  Hamilton,  M.D. 

At  one  of  those  charming  octave  dinners  (so 
called  because  the  party  at  tablo  never  exceeds 
eight  in  number),  given  by  one  of  the  most  hospi¬ 
table  and  popular  of  hosts,  where  the  viands  are 
of  the  most  recherchi  character  and  the  wines  of 
the  most  famous  brands,  my  neighbour  re¬ 
marked  on  the  excellence  of  tho  crimped  slices 
from  a  fresh  Christchurch  salmon,  and  on  the 
superiority  of  the  salmon  of  the  Avon  over  those 
of  the  Severn  or  the  Tweed,  and  so  from  salmon 
we  discussed  the  merits  of  the  other  scions  of  this 
renowned  family  of  fishes,  of  their  edible  qualities, 
and  of  the  pleasure  and  excitement  of  luring  them 
from  their  native  element  by  means  of  the  fly. 
We  were  evidently  both  at  homo  on  this  subject, 
and  as  with  freemasons,  so  with  anglers,  we  were 
mutually  drawn  towards  each  other  ;  but  with  the 
exception  of  his  informing  me  that  he  was  the 
lucky  possessor  of  the  best  portion  of  one  of  our 
famous  southern  streams  full  of  big  trout,  we 
reserved  what  we  had  to  say  in  re  fishing  to 
a  more  seasonable  hour.  So  after  adjourning 
to  the  smoking  room,  one  of  the  cosiest 
in  this  great  city,  we  resumed  our  conversation 
on  the  all-enticing  subject  of  fly-fishing  and  its 
accompanyingdelights,  which  ended  in  a  most  kind 
invitation  to  come  down  to  his  river  and  try  my 
hand  on  some  of  his  leviathans,  which  invitation, 

I  need  hardly  say,  I  accepted,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  following  Saturday  should  be  the  day. 

I  had  but  little  time  to  prepare,  so  on  arriving  at 
home  I  at  once  lighted  a  cigar,  set  to  work  to 
arrange  my  flies,  put  my  tackle  in  order,  and  then 
threw  myself  on  the  sofa  whilst  I  finished  my  smoke, 
to  cogitate  over  my  good  fortune  in  the  prospect 
of  a  fine  day’s  sport  on  such  a  splendid  river. 

The  looked-for  morning  duly  arrived,  the 
hurried  breakfast,  the  doubts  about  a  cab  at  that 
early  hour,  the  consequent  excitement  aud  feeling 
of  dread  at  the  chance  of  being  too  late,  the 
arriving  at  the  station  just  in  tho  nick  of  time 
before  the  doors  closed,  aud  finally  the  satisfaction 
at  finding  myself  comfortably  seated  in  the  train, 
have  no  doubt  been  experienced  by  many  of  my 
readers,  who,  like  myself,  have  also  experienced 
a  feeling  of  relief  as  we  moved  out  of  the  smoky 
atmosphero  and  looked  up  at  tho  clouds  to  see 
which  way  they  are  going,  and  so  give  us  some 
idea  as  to  whether  our  hopes  may  bo  realised. 

The  time  always  appears  to  bo  longer  than 
usual  when  one  is  travelling  ou  such  an  occasion. 
Of  course,  it  is  only  on  that  day  that  something 
occurs  to  stop  us.  One  hears  the  ominous  whistle 
and  finds  the  train  slacking  gradually,  and  then 
come  to  a  full  stop.  Dear  me,  what  a  bore !  One 
looks  out  of  the  window,  of  course  sees  nothing ; 
and  then  when  off  again  one  takes  up  a  newspaper 
or  book.  It’s  no  use,  however  ;  one’s  attention 
cannot  be  kept  steady ;  one  is  constantly  thinking 
that  something  either  in  train  or  on  river  will  mar 
one’s  pleasure. 

However,  all  things  have  an  end,  even  a  railway 
journey  ;  and  as  we  slowed  into  the  station  and 
looked  out,  I  saw  my  friend  on  the  platform. 
After  a  hearty  greeting,  and  consigning  my  im¬ 
pedimenta  to  a  servant,  he  asked,  seeing  me  in 
proper  costume,  whether  I  would  like  to  begin 
fishing  at  once,  as  the  river  was  close  by.  Of 
course  I  naturally  assented,  and  off  we  went. 

“I  am  very  glad,”  he  said,  “that  you  can 
commence  at  once,  for  as  I  came  up  I  saw  some 
very  good  fish  rising,  and  lying  on  the  shallow 
there  is  one  very  fine  fellow  which  has  eluded  all 
the  wiles  of  myself  and  friends ;  if  you  can  bring 
him  to  basket  you  will  achieve  a  victory.  I  will 
shew  where  he  lies,  but  we  must  not  go  too  near, 
for  he  is  very  wily,  and  you  will  have  to  bo  very 
cautious  in  your  movements.” 

Now,  I  am  a  very  modest  fly-fisher,  as  all 
my  friends  know,  but  a  wild  ambition  and  desire 
to  kill  that  fish  took  possession  of  me,  and  I 
made  up  my  mind  that,  coute  quecoute,  that  big  fish 
I  would  have. 

Well,  we  were  soon  on  tho  river,  and  had  not 
gone  far  when  my  friend  came  to  a  dead  stop. 

Do  you  see,”  he  said,  “  that  bright  bit  of 
gravel  in  the  water  close  to  the  bank,  just  opposite 
the  clump  of  rushes,  with  a  gentle  ripple  over  it  ?  ” 
“  Yes,  i  see  it ;  but  how  clear  it  is;  tho  water 
is  like  gin.” 

“  Well,”  he  said,  “  on  that  gravelly  shallow  lies 
your  friend  or  enemy,  as  the  case  may  be.  Now, 


put  up  your  rod  ;  use  a  very  fine  casting  line  ; 
throw  very  lightly,  and — well,  I  wish  you  luck. 
We  lunch  at  two  precisely,  and  you  will  find  the 
house  about  a  mile  up  the  river.” 

“But  before  you  go,”  I  said,  “  pray  tell  me  the 
killing  fly  ?  ” 

“Oh,  well,  a  Red  Quill  Gnat,  or  a  very  small 
Governor,  if  you  have  one,  or  a  small  Black  Alder  — 
what  we  call  the  Chantry,  because  Sir  Francis 
Chantry — who  often  fished  this  river — invented 
it.” 

“  But,”  said  I,  “  I  have  been  looking  very  care¬ 
fully  all  over  the  shallow,  and  I  cannot  see  any 
big  fish  ;  plenty  of  smaller  ones  ;  and  there  is 
not  a  sign  of  a  fish  on  that  bright  gravelly  spot.” 

“  Oh,”  said  my  host,  “  he  is  there  or  thereabouts ; 
but  he  is  always  most  difficult  to  see.  If  you 
throw  lightly  and  carefully,  so  that  you  don’t  put 
him  down,  you  will  see  him  fast  enough.” 

Well,  I  put  my  rod  together,  tried  the  line,  put 
the  fine  cast  into  the  water  to  soak  a  bit,  and  whilst 
this  was  being  done  took  a  look  around.  The  river 
at  this  point  was  the  perfection  of  a  trout  stream  : 
tho  shallow  extended  some  distance,  broad  and 
sparkling ;  ou  the  opposite  side  the  banks  were 
bordered  by  low  alders,  above  which  waved  some 
splendid  black  poplars,  their  silvery  leaves  rust¬ 
ling  in  the  breeze  ;far  away  at  tho  further  end  of 
the  shallow  was  a  snug  homestead  aud  mill  over¬ 
shadowed  by  some  magnificent  elms,  the  long 
stretch  of  deep  water  of  the  mill-head  sparkling 
in  the  sunlight ;  in  the  far  distance  one  could  just 
catch  the  tall  Elizabethan  chimneys  of  the  Manor 
House. 

Having  got  all  ready,  I  crept  up  as  near  as 
was  safe  to  the  bright  bit  of  gravel,  but  for  the 
life  of  me  I  could  see  no  fish  on  it,  although  a 
little  to  the  right  I  caught  the  shadow  of  one ; 
but  of  my  particular  friend  to  whom  I  was  to 
seud  a  polite  invitation  nothing  was  seen..  As 
there  was  no  fly  on  the  water  I  put  on  a  small 
Governor,  took  a  cast  or  two  across,  and  then  with 
the  greatest  caution  and  on  one  knee,  allowed  the 
fly  to  fall  a  short  distance  above  the  bit  of  gravel. 
As  it  came  down  over  the  ripple  I  fancied  I  saw 
the  slightest  movement  in  the  water,  and  then 
almost  at  the  same  moment  the  big  head  of  a 
monster  trout  rose  to  the  surface  aud  took  the 
fly.  I  hardly  dare  strike,  not  expecting  such  a 
monster,  and  knowing  what  a  flue  casting  line  I 
was  using,  but  in  a  moment  I  just  turned  my 
wrist.  Too  late!  The  fly  came  back.  I  had  not  been 
quick  enough,  and  I  had  the  mortification  of 
seeing  the°head  disappear  and  all  traco  of  the 
fish  gone.  Bah  !  what  bad  luck!  What  a  fish  at 
least  five  pounds!  strang i  too,  now  I  think  of  it, 

I  hardly  noticed  his  form.  Did  I  see  his  broad  tail, 
or  his  dorsal  fin  ?  I  must  have  been  too  much 
attracted  by  his  head  and  open  jaws  as  he  seized 
the  fly  to  think  about  the  rest  of  him.  However, 

I  am  certain  I  did  not  prick  him— he  must  have 
spit  the  fly  out  before  I  struck  ;  still  I  thought  I 
had  been  quick  enough  for  most  trout.  I  wonder 
if  he  will  come  again  ?  I  waited  a  bit,  made 
another  cast.  What  an  anxious  moment  as  the 
fly  came  over  the  spot !  No  response.  I’ll  try 
another  fly,  so  put  on  a  Red  Quill  Gnat ;  no  effect. 
Threw  again  ;  no  result.  Ah !  well,  perhaps  he 
may  come  in  the  afternoon,  so  I  carefully  marked 
the  spot  with  a  bit  of  peeled  withy,  and  then 
step  by  step  I  came  over  the  place,  and  made  a 
careful  survey  ;  no  signs  of  any  fish.  He  must  have 
moved  up,  yet  surely  so  big  a  fish  could  hardly 
have  done  so  without  giving  some  sign.  The 
bank,  however,  was  rather  hollow  ;  he  must  have 
gone  up  under  it  without  my  noticing  him  ; 
and  so  I  left  him  and  made  my  way  up¬ 
stream,  taking  a  couple  of  nice  fish  on  my  wa,y, 
aud  punctually  at  two  o’clock  found  myself  at  the 

Manor  House.  ,  ,  . 

“Well,  what  luck?  Have  you  got  the  big 
fish  ?”  said  my  host,  as  he  met  me  in  the  hall. 

“No;  but  I  raised  him,  and  he  took  the  fly, 
but  I  was  not  quick  enough,  and  so  missed  him.” 

“  Ah  !  that  is  what  everybody  says.  Did  he 

come  a  second  time  ?  ” 

“  No  !  I  tried  him,  but  it  was  of  no  use. 

“Ah!  that  is  what  always  happens  !  ”  and  he 
laughed  outright,  in,  as  I  thought,  a  sneering  sort 
of  way,  as  if  he  doubted  my  skill  as  a  fly-fisher. 
This  rather  riled  me,  and  rather  curtly  I  cried 
“  Why  don’t  you  catch  him  yourself  ?  ” 

“Oh,  my  dear  fellow,”  replied  my  host,  “  don’t 
be  angry.  I  wish  I  could.  I  have  tried  often 
enough.” 


“Hang  the  fish!”  I  said.  “Do  you  moan  to 
say  that  no  one  has  over  hooked  him,  that  he 
has  broken  no  one,  that  ho  only  rises  to  torment 
one  ?  ” 

“  That  appears  to  be  the  case,”  replied  my  host. 

“  He  always  comes  the  first  time,  but  never  hooks 
himself.  Thero  is  another  strange  circumstance: 
nobody  has  noticed  anything  b  it  his  head — 
whether  from  excitement  or  not  I  cannot  say— 
aud  from  that  cause  he  has  got  the  name  of  ‘  the 
phantom  trout.’  ” 

“  Phantom  trout  or  not,”  said  I,  “  I  will  do  my 
level  best  to  bring  that  follow  to  bank  this  after¬ 
noon.” 

“Ah!  you  may  try;  but  I  doubt  your  power 

unless  you  invoke - 1  won’t  say  who.  There  is 

a  curious  story  about  that  fish  which  I  will  tell 
you  ;  but  here  come  the  ladies.” 

And  immediately  after  tho  ceremony  of 
introduction  was  gone  through,  luncheon  was 
announced,  and  a  more  pleasant  time  I  have 
seldom  passed.  The  luncheon  was  excellent, 
the  ladies  delightful ;  so  that  it  was  near  five 
o’clock  before  I  started  to  try  my  hand  agtiu 
at  this  so-called  phantom  trout. 

I  heeded  not  the  rises  of  other  fish.  My 
thoughts  were  intent  on  this  big  one,  and  him 
only.  I  soon  neared  the  spot,  made  a  detour  to 
get  below  him,  carefully  examined  as  far  as  my 
distance  allowed  me  the  gravelly  spot,  but  could 
see  no  fish.  I  put  up  the  most  enticing  of  Alders, 
aud  in  the  first  cast  placed  the  fly  lightly  about 
two  feet  in  front  of  gravel.  As  it  floated  dowu,  just 
at  the  same  place  again  the  greac  head  appeared, 
;ki3  time  following  the  fly.  I  plainly  saw  him 
open  his  j  aws  and  take  in  tho  fly.  Now  I  havo 
lim  safe,  just  turned  my  wrist,  and,  lo  !  back  came 
die  fly.  Well,  what  the  deuce  is  this?  I  could 
see  his  big  teeth,  his  open  mouth,  his  staring  eyes, 
out  did  I  see  his  body  ?  No,  certainly  I  did  not. 
Confound  tho  fish;  but  I  will  wait  a  bit  and  try 
again. 

I  sat  down,  smoked  a  pipe ;  and  then  I  crept 
up  on  one  knee,  and  threw  the  fly  with  perfect 
accuracy  over  the  spot.  Again  the  great  head 
came  up,  and  it  appeared  to  eye  me  with 
a  peculiar  savago  look,  took  no  notice  of 
she  fly,  and  slowly  sank  down.  This  time, 
lowever,  I  perceived  a  faint  outline  of  the  body, 
which  appeared  almost  diaphanous,  but  very 
large.  After  another  long  pause  I  made  another 
cast,  and  again  the  head  appeared,  leered 
at  me  most  insultingly,  aud  again  sank  out  of 
sight. 

I  bogan  to  get  angry,  and  uttering  a  savage 
oath  I  declared  I  would  have  that  fish  if  I  waited 
all  night. 

“  No,  you  won’t,”  said  a  deep  voice  behind  me  ; 
and  at  the  same  moment  I  was  seized  by  the 
back  of  the  neck  as  if  in  a  vico.  I  struggled  to  get 
on  my  feet,  but  I  could  not  move.  I  tried  to  cry 
out,  but  the  great  hand  gripped  my  throat  so  effec¬ 
tually  I  could  only  make  a  gurgling  noise.  I  felt 
I  was  rapidly  being  choked  ;  my  eyes  were  start¬ 
ing  from  their  sockets ;  iu  a  few  seconds  my 
senses  would  have  left  me  ;  and,  oh  !  horror  !  he 
was  trying  to  throw  me  into  the  river.  I  once 
more  endeavoured  to  scream,  when  suddenly  I 
heard  a  gentle  voice  say — • 

“  I  think,  dear,  you  had  better  come  to  bed;  it 
is  very,  very  late  !  Aud  see,  you  have  burnt  a 
hole  in  your  new  smoking  jacket.” 


From  San  Francisco.— A  poor  country  congre¬ 
gation  found  itself  badly  in  want  of  hymn  books. 
The  clergyman  applied  to  a  London  firm,  and 
asked  to  be  supplied  at  the  lowest  (Church)  rates. 
The  firm  replied  that  on  condition  the  hymn  books 
contained  certain  advertisements,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  should  have  them  for  nothing.  Necessity 
knows  no  law,  and  the  minister  sorrowfully  com¬ 
plied,  thinking  to  himself  that  when  the  adver¬ 
tisements  came  they  could  be  removed  from  tho 
leaves.  Tho  hymn-books  arrived,  and— joy  e-f 
j0yg_they  contained  no  interleaved  advertise¬ 
ments.  At  the  thanksgiving  service  the  good  par¬ 
son  joyously  gave  out  the  Christmas  hymn,  and 
the  congregation  sang  the  first  verse  with  fervour 
When  they  reached  the  last  line  they  found  that 
this  was  what  they  had  been  singing  : 

“  Hark !  the  herald  angels  sing, 

Beecham’s  Pills  are  just  the  thing; 

Peace  on  earth  and  mercy  mild. 

Two  for  a  man  and  one  for  a  child.” 
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LIVERPOOL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 

Being  Number  7  of  the  Series  on 

PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

This  excellent  association  was  originally 
founded  at  the  Strawberry  Hotel,  Liverpool,  in 
1878.  For  eight  years  the  meetings  were  held  at 
that  house,  and  then  a  shift  was  made  to  the 
Canton  Hotel,  after  which  the  Justice  Hotel 
became  the  head-quarters,  and  finally  the  Bee 
Hotel  was  selected  as  the  meeting-house.  At 
this  hotel,  which  is  conveniently  situated  in  the 
Queen’s  square,  Liverpool,  the  members  have  a 
very  comfortable  room,  and  in  all  probability 
they  will  settle  down  here  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Among  the  patrons  of  this  society  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  :  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Derby,  K.G.,  Right 
Hon.  Earl  Harrowby,  Right  Hon.  Earl  Lathom, 
Viscount  Cross,  Col.  J.  I.  Blackburne,  AV.  Rath- 
bone,  Esq.,  M.P.,  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Lord  C. 
Hamilton,  E.  Whitley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Jos.  Verdin, 
Esq.,  J.P.,  J.  Houlding,  Esq.,  C.C.,  and  J.  AV. 
Crompton,  Esq.  The  president  is  Mr.  H.  Leaman, 
whose  portrait  I  have  pleasure  in  produc¬ 
ing  this  week ;  the  vice-president,  R. 
Whittington ;  chairman,  I.  H.  Jones  ; 
vice-chairman,  G.  P.  Titterton  ;  trea¬ 
surer,  A.  H.  Hughes ;  secretary,  R. 
AVoolfall  ;  and  auditors,  Messrs.  G.  E. 
Robinson  and  J.  G.  Gilbert.  The  following 
seven  members,  with  the  above,  form  the 
committee Messrs,  Gawith,  Johnson, 
Haughton,  Wood,  Child,  Roberts  and  Noon. 

The  entrance  fee  is  five  shillings,  and 
annual  subscription  one  pound.  Honorary 
members  are  admitted  upon  payment  of 
twenty  shillings  per  annum,  and  life  mem¬ 
bers  are  made  on  payment  of  £7  7s. 

The  fishmg  in  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Liverpool  being  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  gentlemen  who  are  reluctant 
to  grant  permission  to  anglers  generally, 
the  members  of  the  association  have  to 
seek  sport  fifty  to  sixty  miles  away. 

This,  however,  is  to  them  a  small  matter  ; 
in  fact,  distance  seems  to  lend  enchant¬ 
ment.  They  go  in  largely  for  fishing  ex¬ 
cursions,  having  generally  about  a  dozen 
club  outings  every  year.  In  1890  there 
were  seven  to  the  river  Vyrnwy,  one  to 
Lymm  Lake,  one  to  Petty-pool,  one  to 
Combermere  Abbey  Lake,  one  to  Marbury 
Mere,  and  one  to  Knowsley  Lake,  in 
addition  to  many  small  parties  which  were 
made  up  to  visit  several  noted  waters 
where  permission  was  obtained  to  fish. 

The  members  have  also  visited  many  other 
distant  waters,  including  Lake  AVinder- 
mere,  the  meres  in  Shropshire,  the  Severn, 
at  Shrewsbury,  &c.  The  arrangements 
are  admirably  carried  out  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
local  railway  companies,  the  members 
travel  at  a  reduced  fare,  and  a  saloon  car¬ 
riage  is  placed  at  their  disposal.  Snugly 
ensconced  in  this  they  travel  (generally 
overnight,  to  ensure  a  full  day’s  angling)  to  their 
destination,  beguiling  the  time  away  en  route  with 
stories  that  at  times  I  am  afraid  approach  very 
nearly  the  bounds  of  mendacity.  As  a  good  fish 
tale  I  give  one  of  these  specimens  of  elongated 
veracity.  The  great  feature  in  this  tale  is  that  the 
teller  has  told  it  so  often  that  he  believes  it  him¬ 
self  now.  Casually  I  asked  him  if  he  had  ever 
caught  any  big  pike  in  that  district,  and  upon 
receiving  an  affirmative  answer  I  further  queried, 

“  AVhat  was  the  weight  ?”  Then  he  launched  out. 
“AVell,  you  see,”  he  said,  “  perhaps  you  wouldn’t 
call  the  pike  we  have  succeeded  in  bringing  home  big 
ones,  but  ”  (this  with  a  business-like  shift  in  the 
seat  the  narrator  was  occupying)  “  I  was  fishing 

with  a  friend  at  C - Lake  a  year  or  two  back, 

and  we  ran  a  pike.  I  could  tell  at  once  that  it  was 
a  good  fish  by  the  manner  in  which  it  ran  off  my 
120yds.  of  line  at  such  a  rate  that  it  cut  through 
the  top  end  ring,  and  I  had  to  play  the  fish  with 
the  line  passing  through  the  second  ring  from  the 
top,  which,  as  perhaps  you  know,  sir,  is  a  very 
awkward  thing  to  have  to  do.  AVell,  it  took  some 
time  to  bring  the  fish  anywhere  near  the  boat,  but 
at  last  we  got  a  fair  look  at  it,  and  its  dimensions 
made  us  gasp  for  breath.  After  a  bit  I  got  it  near 


enough  to  enable  my  friend  to  make  an  effort  to 
gaff  it ;  this,  however,  he  never  had  a  chance  of 
doiDg.  Directly  the  pike  saw  him  getting  the  gaff 
ready  it  gave  a  tremendous  leap,  seized  the  side  of 
the  boat  in  its  mouth,  bit  a  piece  clean  out  of  it,  and 
got  right  away  before  we  had  time  to  recover  from 
our  surprise.  That  fish  must  have  weighed  from 
701b.  to  801b.,  I  am  sure,  sir.” 

To  resume.  At  these  outings  the  members  vie 
with  each  other  in  promoting  the  enjoyment  of 
all.  They  are  very  strict  in  their  regulations  as 
to  behaviour,  trespassing,  damage  to  fences,  &c., 
and  it  speaks  volumes  in  their  favour  that  where 
they  have  once  been  they  are  always  welcome  to 
go  again. 

_  Upon  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  this  associa¬ 
tion  a  few  weeks  back,  I  could  but  admire  the 
quiet  and  business-like  manner  in  which  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  conducted.  I  also  noted  with  pleasure 
that  more  than  one  of  those  assisting  at  the 
deliberations  bore  traces  of  tbe  footsteps  of  time. 
It  is  a  good  thing  for  any  club  to  have  these 
older  and,  in  some  cases,  wiser  heads  to  act  as 
a  sort  of  curb  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  younger 
members,  enthusiasm  that  frequently  costs  the 
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society  some  little  bother.  The  fault  is  pardon¬ 
able  in  the  younger  members,  and  is  generally 
counteracted  by  the  presence  and  assistance  of 
those  of  maturer  years. 

Yet  another  society  that  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  gross  weight  prizes !  The  more  I  see  of  pro- 
vincial  clubs,  the  more  I  am  convinced  some  of 
the  London  clubs  might  well  follow  in  their  foot¬ 
steps.  How  many  times  have  I  been  told  in  a 
London  club  that  even  to  raise  the  standard  of 
weighable  fish  would  mean  the  secession  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  tbe  ultimate  downfall  of  the  club !  Yet 
I  find  the  most  prosperous  working-men  class  and 
middle  class  clubs  in  the  provinces  (and  for  that 
matter  many  in  London  and  suburbs  as  well) 
emphatically  pronounce  in  favour  of  doing  away 
entirely  with  gross  weight  competitions,  and 
awarding  prizes  for  specimen  fish  only— an 
arrangement  that,  however  sincerely  I  may  wish 
in  my  heart  shall  at  some  future  period  be  univer¬ 
sally  attained,  I  have  never  had  the  audacity  to 
commend  to  the  bulk  of  London  clubs  under 
their  present  conditions  of  existence.  Facts  are 
stubborn  things,  and  it  is  an  undisguised  fact  that 
the  wiser  heads— young  and  old — are  becoming 
convinced  that  something  must  be  done  in  this 


matter,  and  that  the  least  that  can  be  done  is  to 
raise  the  standard  of  weighable  fish.  I  saw  a 
member  of  a  London  club  last  Sunday  night 
weigh  in  a  gudgeon  that  barely  weighed  half-an- 
ouoce,  and  when  I  quietly,  but  very  decidedly, 
ridiculed  the  “  catch”  (!),  the  captor  of  the  poor 
little  fish  told  me  I  ought  to  know  better  than 
sneer  at  a  man  who  was  only  weighing  in  fish  that 
he  was  allowed  to  by  the  law  laid  down  by  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society !  Great 
Scott ! 

But  I  am  wandering  from  my  subject.  The 
members  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association  fish 
only  for  specimen  prizes.  Among  the  prizes  now 
“  up  ”  for  competition  are  two  very  handsome  and 
valuable  clocks.  These  clocks  are  awarded,  one 
by  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  A.  H. 
Mason — one  for  the  biggest  trout  and  grayling, 
fly-fishing  only,  and  one  for  the  biggest  chub  and 
roach,  bait  fishing  only.  The  prizes  take  the  form 
of  a  challenge,  and  each  has  to  be  won  twice  by 
the  same  member  before  it  becomes  his  absolute 
property. 

The  Association,  after  a  prolonged  and  persistent 
struggle  with  the  local  authorities,  have  at  length 
obtained  permission  for  the  general  public 
to  fish  in  two  of  the  Park  lakes — Sefton 
and  Newsham  —  upon  payment  of  a 
moderate  fee.  They  have  also  succeeded, 
after  a  very  hard  fight  indeed,  in  having 
these  lakes  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  and 
brook  trout.  The  result  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  has  quite  justified  the 
action  of  the  Association.  Grand  sport 
has  been  had  with  the  fish  so  introduced, 
both  with  fly  and  bait.  Scores  of  fish  from 
lib.  to 21b.  have  been  taken,  many  over21b., 
and  the  heaviest,  a  hybrid  Lough  Neogh 
and  Loch  Leven,  weighed  31b.  2oz ,  a 
grandly-conditioned  fish.  The  success  of 
the  Liverpool  Association  in  getting  the 
local  authorities  to  open  the  public  waters 
and  stock  them  should  encourage  other 
societies  in  various  town  and  cities  to  keep 
“  hammering  ”  until  they  attain  the  same 
result.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  upon 
this  question  when  noticing  a  prominent 
Leeds  association,  which  I  hope  to  do 
shortly. 

Truly  the  policy  of  the  Liverpool  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  “Onward!”  and  their  rallying 
cry,  “  Stock  !  Stock  !  ”  They  have  realised 
the  vast  importance  of  keeping  up  the 
supply  of  fish  if  sport  is  to  be  continued 
(too  many  clubs  think  only  of  catching 
fish).  They  have  had  trout,  perch  and 
roach  from  Mr.  Ford,  of  Lincolnshire; 
several  lots  of  trout  from  Howietoun; 
trout  from  Shropshire  and  Yorkshire ; 
trout,  roach,  and  perch  from  Lord  Derby; 
roach,  chub,  bream  and  perch  from  the 
river  A^rnwy  and  other  waters  ;  and  Mr. 
F.  M.  AValbran,  of  Leeds,  has  presented 
them  with  one  thousand  very  fiqe 
minnows. 

They  have  a  capital  little  library  for 
the  use  of  members,  which  contains  many 
books  on  fishing  subjects.  A  fund  to  add 
to  the  number  of  these  books  is  formed  by  the 
members  paying  a  fee  of  one  penny  per  week  per 
volume  for  the  use  of  the  books. 

The  number  of  members  enrolled  is  about 
ninety,  and  the  secretary  informs  me  there  is 
every  prospect  of  this  being  increased  to  one 
hundred  very  shortly.  The  association  has  been 
remarkably  fortunate  in  obtaining  good  men  and 
true  to  conduct  its  affairs.  The  president,  Mr. 
H.  Leaman,  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  engaging 
presence,  has  served  the  members  well  and  faith- 
fully  for  a  number  of  years  ;  courteous  to  all  and 
generous  to  a  fault,  he  is  liked  and  respected  by 
all  who  meet  him,  and  he  is  without  doubt  “the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.”  The  vice-president, 
Mr.  R.  AVhittington,  an  old  member  and  officer,  is 
a  capital  angler  and  fluent  speaker  ;  always  ready 
with  his  services  or  his  purse,  he  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  long  list  of  tried  and  trustworthy 
friends.  J 

The  chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones,  is  the  beau  ideal 
of  a  presiding  officer  ;  punctuality  is  with  him  a 
custom  ;  always  ready  and  in  his  place,  his  rule  is 
gentle  and  firm,  and  it  goes  without  sayiDg  that 
his  decisions  command  the  respect  and  obedience 
of  the  general  body  of  members.  His  heart  and 
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soul  is  in  angling ;  a  sportsman  in  every  sense, 
ever  ready  with  a  pleasant  aud  kindly  word,  and 
never  backward  with  his  purse,  he  is  a  capital 
comrade  and  true  friend  of  the  association.  The 
newly-elected  vice-chairman,  Mr.  G.  P.  Titterton, 
is  an  enthusiastic  bottom  fisherman,  and  will  go 
anywhere  and  any  distance  to  indulge  in  his 
favourite  sport.  If  he  cannot  take  fish  the  chances 
are  very  small  for  anyone  else  doing  so. 

The  late  treasurer,  Mr.  William  Jones,  held  that 
office  for  eleven  years,  and  the  members  sincerely 
regret  that  pressure  of  business  has  latterly  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  giving  the  necessary  time  to  the 
deliberations  of  the  association.  Mr.  Jones  is 
respected  by  all.  Mr.  A.  Hughes  has  been  elected 
to  the  position  of  treasurer.  Mr.  R.  Woolfall,  the 
energetic  secretary,  has  held  that  position  for 
close  upon  eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  has 
worked  hard  and  conscientiously  to  advance  the 
permanent  interest  of  the  association  whose  wel¬ 
fare  he  has  so  sincerely  at  heart.  I  doubt  if  a 
better  secretary  could  be  found  in  Liverpool.  He 
likes  his  work,  and  in  the  face  of  the  hundred  and 
one  little  matters  that  are  always  cropping  up  to 
worry  a  secretary,  continues  his  course  with  a 
decision  and  amount  of  imperturbability  that 
commands  the  admiration  of  all.  How  he  finds 
time  to  go  fishing  is  a  mystery  ;  but  he  does,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  anglers  in  the  associa- 
tion.  . 

Many  other  prominent  anglers  in  Liverpool 
belong  to  this  association,  and  I  hope  to  refer  to 
them  upon  some  near  future  occasion.  I  certainly 
must  congratulate  the  members  upon  their  success. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  clubs  I  have  visited,  and  I 
sincerely  wish  it  every  success  in  the  future. 


EMBER-COOKING  FISH.  —  FISHING 
IN  GLEN  GARRY. 


A  BIG  FEROX. 


There  is  a  way  of  dressing  fish  which  may  be 
resorted  to  by  the  side  of  the  water  with  pleasure 
(and  not  without  advantage,  should  your  stock  of 
provisions  run  short)  during  the  middle  of  the 
day,  when  fish  do  not  generally  feed  so  freely  as 
at  other  times,  and  when  your  sport  is  often  im¬ 
proved  by  giving  them,  as  well  as  yourself,  a  rest. 
It  is  managed  as  follows : — First  collect  a  lot  of 
small  dry  wood,  and  set  it  on  fire.  When  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  ashes  has  been  thus  obtained, 
which  will  be  soon  done,  take  a  sheet  of  paper  (an 
old  newspaper  will  do),  and  wet  it  thoroughly  ; 
shake  the  drops  off  it,  and  then  filling  the  mouth 
of  your  fish  with  salt,  wrap  him  up  in  it  just 
as  he  is,  uncleaned,  “  simplex  b/;munditiis,”  and 
digging  a  grave  for  him  in  your  ash-heap,  put 
him  bodily  into  it,  covering  him  well  up  after¬ 
wards  with  the  hot  ashes.  When  you  think  he 
ought  to  be  done,  allowing  from  ten  minutes  to 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  according  to  size,  partially 
uncover  him  and  tear  off  a  small  piece  of  his 
winding-sheet.  If  his  skin  comes  off  with  it,  he 
is  sufficiently  done,  and  out  with  him.  Should, 
however,  the  paper  come  off  minus  the  skin, 
cover  him  up  again  and  give  him  a  little  more 
law,  until  this  test  shows  him  to  be  perfectly 
done.  On  being  turned  out  of  his  envelope,  the 
whole  of  his  skin  should  adhere  to  it.  As  for  his 
inside,  you  may  disregard  it  altogether,  or,  open¬ 
ing  him,  turn  it  out,  which  you  will  find  there  is 
not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  doing  en  masse. 
Pepper  and  salt  him,  if  you  have  such  condiments 
by  you,  and  you  will  only  be  sorry  that  your  own 
kitchen  does  not  afford  you  the  means  of  dressing 
your  fish  thus  at  home.* 

This  plan  was  shown  me  a  year  or  two  ago,  by 
a  gillie  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Garry,  the  waters 
from  which  flow  down  the  Garry  to  Loch  Oich, 
the  central  one  of  the  chain  forming  the  Cale¬ 
donian  Canal,  and  thence  diverging  east  and  west 
find  their  way  to  the  German  and  Atlantic 
Oceans.  The  river,  deriving  its  supplies  from  the 
contributions  of  several  streams  rising  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glen  Coicb,  runs,  before  reaching 
Loch  Garry,  with  no  inconsiderable  volume 


*  I  observe  that  this  morle  of  dressing  fish  has  already 
been  described  by  Mr.  Stoddart  in  his  “  Angler’s  Com¬ 
panion.”  As,  however,  it  is  possible  that  these  notes  and 
nis  excellent  work  may  fall  under  the  notice  of  different 
readers,  and  the  “  wrinkle  ”  is  one  worthy  of  being  widely 
disseminated,  I  venture  to  let  it  stand  as  I  have  written  it. 


through  two  other  lcchs,  by  name  Polery  and 
Kingie,  broadening  out  here  aud  there  during 
the  rest  of  its  course  into  large  deep  pools,  of 
which  I  may  mention  one  particularly,  called 
the  “  Black  Pool.”  The  river,  down  to  its  efflux 
from  Loch  Garry — as  well  as  the  lochs  through 
which  it  runs — abounds  with  brown  trout,  those 
in  the  lochs  averaging  about  a  third  of  a  pound  ; 
those  iu  the  stream,  and  particularly  high  up 
above  Loch  Kingie,  vary  more  in  weight,  many 
being  smaller,  but  many  also  running  to  a  much 
larger  size.  The  lochs  are  celebrated  as  contain¬ 
ing  great  lake  trout  (Sal mo  ferox),  which  not  un- 
frequently  attain  to  a  great  weight  there.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  my  luck  at  these  big 
fellows  that  I  went  with  a  friend,  in  July,  1856,  to 
Tomdoun,  Tomindoun,  or  Tomadouu  (the  name 
is  thus  indifferently  written,  not  an  unfrequent 
occurrence  in  the  Highlands,  where  they  are  not 
very  particular  about  their  spelling),  a  comfortable 
roadside  inn,  about  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
river,  and  some  three  miles  above  Loch  Garry, 
kept  by  Mr.  Robinson,  a  worthy  man,  who,  as  well 
as  his  wife,  does  all  he  can  to  promote  the  comfort 
of  his  guests,  and  told  me  il  he  liked  to  see  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  their  sport  satisfactory  and  peace¬ 
able.’’  It  was  somewhat  too  late  in  the  year, 
we  were  told,  for  much  sport  to  be  expected,  so 
far  as  the  lake  trout  were  concerned  ;  but,  under 
the  auspices  of  John  Cameron,  whom  we  had 
brought  with  us  from  Invergarry  (a  very  handy 
and  decent  fellow,  and  withal  so  fond  of  fishing 
that  he  has  earned  for  himself  the  soubriquet  of 
“  The  Cormorant  ”),  we  determined  to  have  a  trial 
at  all  events.  We  accordingly  set  to  work  trail¬ 
ing  in  the  lochs,  using  simple  spinning  tackle, 
with  a  parr  or  small  trout  for  bait,  and  having  a 
line  (about  thirty  or  forty  yards)  out  on  either 
side  of  the  stern,  whilst  the  boat  was  rowed 
slowly  up  and  down  over  the  most  likely  parts 
of  the  water.  It  seemed  at  first  that  the  fears 
which  had  been  expressed  with  reference  to  the 
lateness  of  the  season  were  likely  to  prove  correct, 
for  during  the  first  two  days  the  result  of  our 
trailing  was  only  some  four  or  five  dozen  brown 
trout,  running  from  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  to 
a  pound  and  a  half.  As  this  was  not  very  lively 
work,  I  used  in  the  mornings,  before  we  started 
together  for  the  regular  business  of  the  day,  to 
vary  the  sport  by  fly-fishing,  or  spinning  from  the 
shore  with  a  small  bait,  or  kill-devil,  the  pools 
below  the  house,  picking  up  thus  a  good  many 
trout,  including  some  nice  ones  of  from  one  to  two 
pounds. 

Those  parts  at  the  heads  and  tails  of  the  lochs, 
where  the  water  was  too  confined  or  shallow  for 
trailing,  I  used  to  spin  over  by  casting  out  of  the 
boat  iu  the  usual  way,  a  plan  which  I  found  answer 
very  well.  On  one  occasion,  at  the  tail  of  Loch 
Polery,  in  which  we  had  been  trailing,  we  saw  a 
salmon  leap,  as  they  not  unfrequently  do  when 
they  have  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  the  upward 
navigation,  and  fiud  themselves  in  still  water. 
Having  my  line  all  ready — with  a  gutta  percha 
kill-devil  on,  as  it  happened — I  threw  over  the 
place  where  he  had  shown  himself.  The  bait  was 
instantly  taken,  as  I  conceived,  o f  course,  by  the 
same  fish,  and  away  he  went  with  it.  Had  all 
been  clear,  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  have  killed 
aim,  but  unluckily  the  outlet  into  the  shallow 
aroken  water — into  which  which  we  could  not  have 
followed  him — was  so  near,  and  he  showed  such 
in  evident  inclination  to  make  for  it,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  employ  greater  force  than  I  should 
atherwise  have  done,  in  order  to  try  to  turn  his 
head  away  from  it.  At  first  I  thought  I  should 
have  succeeded,  but  unfortunately  the  hold  gave, 
and  I  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  him  execute 
a  preliminary  flourish  of  derision,  throwing  him¬ 
self  out  of  the  water,  and  exhibiting  his  full  size— 
that  of  at  least  a  twelve-pounder— as  he  surged 
off  to  look  for  quieter  quarters.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  this  fish — as  my  friend  and.  J. 
Cameron  both  declared — was  not  the  salmon  which 
had  shown  himself  just  before,  but  a  Salmo  ferox. 
My  own  sight  is  not  sufficiently  good  to  enable  me  to 
express  a  decided  opinion,  but  my  impression  is 
that  they  were  right,  and  that  the  fish  was  a  differ¬ 
ent  one,  being  larger  and  darker  coloured.  Be¬ 
sides  the  spinning  rod,  I  always  had  a  fly  rod  at 
hand  in  the  boat,  with  which  I  used  to  catch  a 
good  number  of  brown  trout  in  the  runs  at  odd 
times.  Just  above  Loch  Kingie,  for  instance,  I 
remember  catching  in  a  very  short  time  about 
three  dozen,  one  of  them  beiDg‘2Ilb-,  a  verybonnie 


fish.  The  greater  part  of  these  I  caught  just  at 
the  head  of  Loch  Kingie,  wading  in  with  only  a 
shirt  on,  tucked  up  pretty  high,  when,  what  with 
killing  “clegs”  (horse-flies),  the  number  of  which 
was  only  equalled  by  their  determination  and 
ferocity,  and  getting  in  my  fish,  my  hands  were 
pretty  well  occupied. 

We  had  been  thus  engaged  for  the  best  part  of 
four  days,  leading  pleasant  lives  enough,  though 
the  weather  was  somewhat  unfavourable,  but  on 
the  whole  beginning  to  despair  of  getting  hold  of 
one  of  the  big  fellows.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
fourth  day  we  halted  in  a  wooded  bay  on  the  west 
shore  of  Loch  Garry,  a  delightfully  pretty  and 
sheltered  spot,  where,  whilst  we  lounged  away 
the  hour  we  did  not  then  so  much  grudge  for 
luncheon,  John  Cameron  practically  explained 
the  mysteries  of  ember-cooking  fish,  which  I  have 
before  mentioned,  a  couple  of  trout  of  about  lib. 
each  serving  as  subjects  for  the  lecture. 

Luncheon  over,  before  yielding  myself  to  that 
pipe  of  pipes  which  succeeds  such  a  repast — 
perhaps  the  highest  state  of  pure  physical  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  which  man  is  susceptible — I  took  stock 
of  my  remaining  spinning  tackle.  I  then  found 
it  had  suffered  so  much  from  the  nibbling  of  the 
small  trout  that  the  flight  of  hooks  I  had  up  was 
the  only  one  of  the  proper  size  left,  and,  to  make 
matters  worse,  the  single  gut  attached  to  this  was 
frayed  half  in  two  close  by  the  lip-hook.  How¬ 
ever,  as  we  had  not  had  a  run  from  a  big  fish  in 
trailing,  and  it  was  getting  late,  I  thought  I  would 
jusc  take  the  chance  and  continue  fishing  with  it. 
At  length,  after  we  had  been  long — over  long  — 
stretched  on  the  heather,  watching  the  smoke  of 
our  pipes  as  it  curled  up  among  the  birch  trees  to 
the  blue  overhead,  each  awaiting  from  the  other 
the  unwelcome  signal  for  a  move,  our  eyes  met, 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  time  to  be  at  work  again 
was  tacitly  but  mutually  acknowledged.  He  has 
some  pleasant  reminiscences  who  can  look  back 
to  many  half-hours  of  such  unmixed  tranquil 
enjoyment  as  that  which  I  at  least  experienced 
before  the  sense  of  duty  prevailed,  and  we  forced 
ourselves  away  for  a  fresh  start. 

Having  re-baited  our  hooks  with  small  trout, 
we  now  pulled  over  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
loch,  and  had  only  taken  one  or  two  turns  up  and 
down  the  likely  part  of  it,  when  about  half-past 
six  I  felt  a  tug  from  what  I  soon  found  was  very 
different  from  anything  that  I  had  had  on  before, 
and  away  he  went  with  the  bait — away — away, 
straight  from  the  stern  of  the  boat,  as  if  there  was 
to  be  no  end  to  his  going.  I  immediately  sang  out 
to  Cameron  to  back  the  boat  after  him,  but  before 
he  could  get  any  way  upon  her — she  being  a  heavy 
square-sterned  coble — the  fish  had  run  out  the 
whole  of  my  line,  nearly  a  hundred  yards,  with 
the  exception  of  one  turn  and  a-lialf  round  the  reel. 
I  had  been  giving  it  to  him  more  and  more  re¬ 
luctantly  for  some  time,  though,  knowing  the  state 
of  my  gut,  I  did  not  dare  to  put  any  strain  upon 
it,  and  was  all  ready,  if  he  persisted,  to  let  him 
have  rod  and  all  by  throwing  it  into  the  water  as 
soon  as  the  line  was  exhausted.  However,  at 
last  I  ventured  on  just  as  much  gently  per¬ 
suasive  force  as  I  thought  my  trace  would  bear, 
and  the  move  fortunately  succeeded.  Back  he 
turned,  and  away  he  came  again  straight  for  the 
boat  much  faster  than  I  could  wind  up,  though 
Cameron  backed  me  by  pulling  his  best.  Of 
course  the  line  became  perfectly  slack,  and  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  he  was  off,  when  a  gradual  tighten¬ 
ing  of  it  told  me,  to  my  relief,  that  he  was  still  all 
right,  and  in  a  few  seconds  more  I  had  him  under 
command  again.  This  second  pull  he  resented  by 
another  tremendous  rush  in  the  direction  he  had 
at  first  taken,  and  again  he  ran  out  almost  the 
whole  of  my  line.  As  I  had,  however,  by  this 
time,  to  some  extent,  “  taken  his  measure,’  and 
he  was  not  quite  so  fresh  as  he  was  at  first,  I 
ventured  to  check  him  a  little  sooner,  with  a  view 
of  getting  him  somewhat  better  in  hand.  Three 
or  four  such  determined  rushes  he  made,  only 
relaxing  in  his  efforts,  and  returning  after  each 
in  a  manner  which  was  anything  but  pleasant  at 
the  time.  Every  now  and  then  he  would  show 
his  head  above  water  as  he  came  up  to  have  a 
look  round,  when  Cameron  greeted  it  with  “  God 
bless  me,  what  n’a  head !  ”  Then  would  follow 
in  due  succession  his  dorsal  fin  and  tail  as  he 
turned  over  to  go  below  again.  Cameron’s  ex¬ 
citement  was  too  great  for  any  variety  in  his 
expletives.  It  was  always,  “  God  bless  me,  what 
n’a  back-fin  a  got!”  “God  bless  me,  what  n’a 
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tail  I  ”  After  playing  him  for  about  half-an-hour, 
he  gradually  became  less  and  less  disinclined  to 
listen  to  reason,  and  we  set  about  finding  a  place 
to  land  him  in.  We  looked  at  two  or  three  as  we 
coasted  quietly  along,  but  there  were  always  rocks 
or  something  in  the  way,  which  made  them  objec¬ 
tionable,  and  at  last  he  paddled  across,  as 
fast  as  the  fish  would  follow,  to  a  small 
island,  the  shore  of  which  was  smooth,  and 
rose  gradually  to  the  water’s  edge,  near  the  head 
of  the  loch.  Here  Cameron  ran  the  boat  up,  and 
I  carefully  jumped  on  shore.  The  ground  was  all 
clear,  and  I  took  the  fish  up  to  a  convenient  spot 
away  from  the  boat  and  brought  him  quietly  up 
into  shallow  water,  when  John  Cameron  waded 
in  round  him,  and  getting  his  hands  well  under 
his  gills,  hauled  him  bodily  out,  and  with  a  “  God 
bless  me,  what  n’a  fish  !”  brought  him  on  shore  in 
his  arm.  I  had  entreated  him  to  employ  the  gaff, 
but  he  seemed  so  uncertain  as  to  its  use,  and  so 
confident  of  being  able  to  do  it  in  his  own  way, 
that  I  let  him  “  gang  his  ain  gait.”  The  fish 
proved  to  be  a  magnificent  male  Salmo  ferox, 
which  our  steelyards  agreed  in  returning  about 
2oz.  under  201b.  His  dimensions  were— length, 
2ft.  8f  in  ;  girth,  1ft.  lO^in.  Anything  like  his  con¬ 
ditions  I  never  saw,  but  it  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  compared  by  the  first  three 
people  we  met  to  a  pig,  a  whale,  and  a  pair  of 
bellows. 

On  looking  to  see  how  he  had  been  hooked  I 
found  that  the  lower  part  of  the  flight  of  hooks 
had  caught  him  in  the  side  of  the  mouth,  but 
that  the  lip  hook  had  also,  no  doubt  as  he  went 
away  in  one  of  his  long  rushes,  got  fast  in  one  of 
his  gill  covers, behind  the  eye.  Thus  I  had  through¬ 
out  been  labouring  under  the  disadvantage  of 
having  a  cross  pull  on  him,  which,  coupled  with 
the  defective  state  of  my  gut,  the  fault  in  which 
was  just  at  that  critical  place,  made  it  a  matter  of 
wonder  that  I  ever  succeeded  in  landing  him. 
Possibly,  however,  the  effects  of  this  cross  pull 
may  have  been  advantageous  in  preventing  him 
from  leaping,  had  he  done  which,  I  think  we  must 
in  all  probability  have  parted  company. — From 
Simeon’s  “  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History.'' 


LETTERS  FROM 
THE  NORFOLK  BROADS.— VI. 

By  Dr.  P.  H.  Emerson. 

Tiie  frosts  had  come  early  and  bound  the  waters 
as  with  an  iron  hand.  The  once  warm  expanse 
of  broad  was  now  a  sheet  of  grey  ice,  bordered 
by  yellow  reed  stalks  bearing  rime-frosted  tassels. 
A  necklace  of  white,  half  ice,  half  snow  crystals, 
encircled  the  mere,  and  told  brightly  against 
the  dark  evergreens  and  curiously-fashioned  elm 
branches  that  tossed  their  leafless  twigs  against  a 
yellowish  grey  snow-laden  sky.  There  was  music 
too  as  the  steel-girt  feet  of  the  skaters  turned 
and  twisted,  shot  forward  or  curved  gracefully  in 
endless  patterns  across  the  field  of  unpolished 
silver.  Bright  eyes  flashed  and  red  cheeks  glowed 
ia  the  dead  landscape,  faces  turning  skywards  for 
a  moment  as  a  wedge-shaped  flock  of  golden  plover 
darted  across  the  ice,  their  heads  well  thrust  back 
into  their  necks  bearing  a  fanciful  resemblance 
to  one  of  the  dark  muffs  into  which  slender  hands 
are  thrust  as  far  as  the  gloved  and  supple  wrists 
of  the  wearer.  It  was  a  sane  and  merry  sight. 
Only  the  fittest  were  out  there— the  old  and  weak 
of  man  were  nestling  round  the  fires  at  home, 
whilst  the  old  and  weak  of  the  birds  were  lying 
dead  under  the  hedgerows,  stricken  by  the  rude 
though  invigorating  hand  of  the  northern  blast 
that  swept  across  the  ice  from  N.N.E.,  catching  up 
the  girls’  dresses,  showing  neat  ankles,  or  rattling 
the  paper  dropped  by  the  smokers,  like  ice  ships 
with  a  crackling  noise  across  into  reed  bights,  and 
shaking  the  powdery  feathers  from  the  reed  tassels. 
Gulls  flashed  against  the  heavy  sky,  seeking  their 
quarry  buried  beneath  the  ice  ;  sometimes  they 
hesitated,  hovered,  and  flew  on.  Had  they  seen 
the  sharp  snout  and  greenish  shadow  of  a  pike 
lying  with  slowly  oscillating  fins  beneath  the  ice 
by  the  reed,  or  had  their  sharp  eyes  detected  the 
frozen  body  of  a  roach  embalmed  in  the  cold 
crystal  ?  Any  way  it  was  hoping  against  hope, 
for  the  fish  were  securely  lodged  in  their  crystal 
case.  Come  snow  or  wind,  they  were  in  a  tranquil 
world  that  rang  only  with  the  vibration  of  the 
skaters.  Perhaps  that  is  why  the  pike  near  the 


reeds — for  all  were  not  in  deep  water — started  off 
with  swift  sweeping  of  their  fins,  as  if  followed  ; 
then  swirled  in  their  gloomy  prison,  and  looked 
up  through  their  frosted  windows  with  anxious 
eyes. 

Leaving  the  skaters,  I  stole  off  in  search  of 
wilder  scenes  that  I  knew  were  to  be  found  in 
secluded  bays  of  reed,  for  as  in  the  city  often  the 
most  deserted  spots  are  nearest  the  most  crowded 
thoroughfares,  and  the  garrotter  grips  his  victim 
on  the  edge  of  the  roaring  lusty  crowd  of  life. 
I  passed  a  “  wake  ” — or  open  space  in  the  ice — 
where  the  swans  were  swimming  like  sentries  on 
duty ;  two  coots  were  also  there  enjoying  the 
restricted  open  water,  but  they  saw  me  coming 
and  flew  off.  The  swans  did  not  hiss  as  I  passed  ; 
they  seemed  ashamed  to  express  their  wonted  in¬ 
gratitude  for  the  care  of  man.  Perhaps  that 
ingratitude  is  merely  an  expression  of  feminine 
vindictiveness  for  the  -operation  of  swan  marking, 
which  they  little  know  protects  them  from  the 
errant  guns. 

Going  along  the  ice,  I  suddenly  turned  into  a 
deserted  bay  bordered  by  rushes.  It  was  very 
“  sheer,”  and  I  could  see  the  brown  bottom  a  foot 
beneath  me.  “  Wind-frost  ice  ”  was  this,  sheer  and 
smooth  as  glass.  Before  me  two  peasants  armed 
with  clubs  were  walking  along  slowly,  looking 
with  keen  eyes  through  the  ice  on  to  the  bottom. 

I  lay  down  in  the  rushes  and  watched  ;  a  crime 
was  imminent.  They  walked  slowly  along — two 
black  masses  against  the  grey  ice.  Presently  one 
stopped  and  signalled  eagerly  to  his  companion, 
who  was  a  few  yards  ahead  of  him,  and  they  both 
stopped  dead,  as  if  frozen  by  an  instantaneous 
increase  of  cold.  The  man  nearest  to  me  raised 
his  club  quickly  and  struck  the  ice  a  heavy  blow, 
struck  a  sharp  note  through  the  still  wintry  air, 
a  sharp  and  cruel  note.  Lifting  his  club  once 
more,  he  peered  eagerly  through  the  ice-window, 
starred  with  a  thousand  cracks,  said  something 
quickly  to  his  companion  in  an  undertone,  and 
drawing  a  “slutting  knife”  from  his  pocket, 
dropped  quickly  on  to  his  knees  and  began  to  dig 
into  the  hard  ice,  with  might  and  main.  The 
frosted  splinters  flew,  and  his  companion,  who 
had  come  up,  looked  eagerly  into  the  hole.  The 
murderer  worked  with  devilish  haste,  never 
stopping  to  look  round.  Soon  a  hole  was  made  ; 
the  water  gurgled  up  and  stained  the  frosted  ice, 
killing  the  brilliant  rainbows  that  flashed  in  the 
cracks  made  by  the  stab3  of  his  old  knife.  He 
stopped  for  a  moment,  turned  up  his  coat  and 
jersey  sleeves,  and  thrust  a  brown  and  weather- 
stained  arm  into  the  water,  then  triumphanly 
drew  forth  a  pike,  about  four  pounds  in  weight. 
With  the  club  he  rapped  the  victim  on  the  head, 
placed  it  hurriedly  in  a  great  inner  pocket,  and 
with  his  accomplice,  went  off  with  the  quick  soft 
steps  of  the  criminal. 

And  many  is  the  pike  that  has  been  dazed  this 
winter  by  such  ice-blows,  and  seized  through 
those  rough-hewn  holes.  Mais  il  faut  manger:  Que 

voulez-vous  ? 


LETTERS  FROM  IRELAND.— No.  1. 

[From  our  Special  Correspondent.] 

It  took  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  cover  a 
two-shilling  cab-fare  distance  through  the  grime 
and  semi-illuminated  gloom  of  befogged  London 
when  I  made  the  preliminary  start  to  revisit 
Ireland,  after  years  of  absence. 

Before  Willesden  we  left  behind  the  winter  mist, 
and  rushed  to  Holyhead,  and  over  the  sea  bathed 
in  moonlight  and  against  clear  airs  from  the  south¬ 
west,  which  promised  pleasant  times  for  your 
correspondent.  Alas !  the  promise  is  still  unful¬ 
filled.  Ireland,  “the  joyous  and  juicy,”  is  rainless, 
and  anglers  here  are  only  sustained  by  their 
special  virtue,  hope. 

Though  the  berths  of  the  trusty  sea-greyhound, 
Ulster,  were  but  half  full,  it  took  six  and  twenty 
minutes  to  check  their  occupants’  tickets  at 
Kingstown,  and  the  insular  dolce  far  niente  was 
before  me  the  moment  I  stepped  on  my  native 
soil.  When  we  arrived,  the  morning  twilight  was 
not  yet  strong.  A  lank  bedazed-looking  man 
immediately  proceeded  to  extinguish  the  platform 
lamps,  without  the  least  regard  for  our  want  of 
light  in  the  young  morning.  A  ticket  collector,  in 
a  sort  of  general  but  yet  friendliest  confidence, 
says  :  “  Shure,  the  boat’s  in  and  the  craythure  is 
could  and  wants  to  go  home  ’’ ;  and  then  setting 
about  his  proper  functions  lazily  says  :  “  Getyer 


tickets  ready,  gents  ;  we  don’t  want  to  delay  ye,” 
and  turns,  with  his  hands  crossed  behind  his  back, 
to  a  newsvendor,  dishevelled  like  a  scarecrow,  and 
plunges  deep  and  garrulously  into  a  personal  dis¬ 
cussion  on  health  and  politics,  home  and  foreign, 
whilst  we  poor  travellers  await  in  filthy  carriages 
the  arrival  of  his  colleague  collector.  Someone 
protests.  “  Wisha,  ye’ll  be  time  enough,  honey,” 
drawls  the  man  ;  “  the  shops  won’t  be  open  this 
long  time.”  Only  a  few  yards  after  we  do  move 
the  train  stops  again.  Six  market  men  present 
themselves  for  a  wrangle  about  excess  fares  with 
the  guard,  who  has  no  change,  and  only  lets  a 
trainful  of  weary  passengers  from  England  go  on 
when  one  of  the  market  men  produces  from  a  deep 
bag  one  and  sixpence  to  pay  for  his  fellows,  and 
the  fiery  dispute  had  borne  testimony  to  the  rail¬ 
way  company’s  aptitude  to  cover  its  “  express  ” 
train  with  a  distinctive  local  colour.  At  last  we 
reached  Dublin,  and  the  doors  of  the  hospitable 
Gresham  opened  to  give  me  shelter  from  the  south¬ 
westerly  wind,  with,  alas !  no  cloudy  sky  above  to 
proclaim  a  fisher’s  morning 

A  great  one  among  writers  called  Ireland  “  the 
rainiest,  the  racingest,  the  car-drivingest,  and 
whiskey  drinkingest”  spot  on  the  globe,  but  I 
have  not  yet  seen  a  drunken  man ;  tram-cars 
have  greatly  superseded  side-cars  ;  the  morning 
papers  don’t  advertise  a  single  steeplechase 
meeting,  and  Erin  is,  in  a  sense,  as  arid  as  Sahara. 
About  Dublin  the  rivers  are  too  low  for  even  bad 
trout  fishing ;  and  though  the  fish  themselves  are 
much  better  conditioned  than  are  now  their 
English  relatives,  even  an  accomplished  pitcher 
of  Stewart  tackle  could  not  delude  them  in  the 
abnormally  dry  south-west  wind,  which  bites  as 
keenly  as  if  it  blew  from  the  opposite  point  of  the 
compass.  Yesterday  hearing  of  rain  in  the  Queen’s 
County,  Slieve-bloom  Hills,  I  ran  down  to  Monas- 
treran,  some  thirty  miles  south-west  from  here, 
but  could  not  stir  a  trout  in  the  attenuated  river. 

To-day  I  go  to  the  Boyne-Blackwater,  and 
perhaps  the  Boyne  itself,  with  but  very  little  hope 
of  even  seeing  a  fish,  for  I  have  it  from  a  sure 
source  that  no  good  sport  will  be  got  there  till 
we  have  had  that  immeasurable  quantity,  “  a 
good  dash  of  rain,”  which  dear  Paddy,  ever  partial 
to  liquids,  calls  “  nice  soft  weather.”  This,  in  an 
angler’s  view,  wretched  state  of  things  must  excuse 
notes,  may  I  say,  shorn  of  some  interest  by  true 
ill-mannered  March,  so  deplorable  when  following 
a  February  no  bit  a  fill-dyke. 

Since  I  knew  the  Upper  Liffey,  the  “Anglers’ 
Club  ”  have  got  hold  of  some  miles  of  sweet  water, 
from  Blessington  to  below  the  junction  of  the 
King’s  river.  To  get  there  a  first-class  return 
ticket  costs  but  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  and 
the  hospitable  club  members  can,  do,  and  will 
make  foreign  fellow- anglers  their  guests  and 
debtors.  The  Sword’s  river  I  went  to  see,  and  I 
regret  to  say  its  promise  was  poorer  than  of  old. 
The  stocking  of  last  year  was,  I  am  told,  futile, 
the  drought  playing  foul  tricks  with  the  fry,  foreign 
and  native.  There  have  been,  I  hear,  a  few  spring 
sea  trout  captured,  but  from  Wicklow,  Dublin, 
Meath,  or  indeed  any  district  yet  open  there  are 
no  reports  which  should  make  an  angler  regret 
absence  from  Irish  waters  now. 

In  default  of  interesting  news  for  fishermen  I 
turn  elsewhere,  and  diverge  to  tell  of  how  the 
distressful  country  fares.  Anglers  being  univer¬ 
sally  good  fellows  have  the  tenderest  hearts,  and 
it  will  be  pleasant  to  them  to  learn  that  things 
Irish  seem  to  brighten  a  little  as  the  years  go  by. 
The  highly  sensitive  mercurial  Irish  people  seem 
at  present  in  the  bright  joyous  mood,  which  pre¬ 
sents  such  a  contrast  to  the  pathos  of  the  character 
of  the  Irishman  “  down  on  his  luck.”  This  gaiety 
makes  bearable  misfortunes  which  would  over¬ 
whelm  beings  less  influenced  by  the  dancing  spirit 
of  fun  which  so  often  beats  in  his  golden  heart. 
The  spirit  is  there  now,  and  Pat’s  drollery  wells 
out  and  consoles  me  each  hour  for  my  enforced 
inactivity.  Of  blunders,  too,  with  a  genius  in  them, 
the  air  is  full.  But  a  little  ago  I  asked  my  way 
to  a  certain  house.  “Faix,  yer  honour,  I’m  not 
myself  right  certain  of  the  place,  but  if  ye  take 
first  turn  to  the  right  hand,  and  then  the  first  to 
the  left,  ye’ll  see  it  afore  ye  standing  by  itself, 
and  then  if  ye  ask  anybody  he’ll  show  it  to  ye  at 
once.” 

March  4. — As  I  close  this  the  welcome  rain  is 
coming  down.  I  shall  see  the  “broad  Shannon  ” 
to-morrow,  and  next  week  may  tell  of  captures  in 
brimful  river3  now  trickling  small  between  dry 
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banks,  while  the  fish  in  the  pools  near  the  sea 
“  jostle  like  worms  in  a  bag,”  as  a  southern  gentle¬ 
man  tells  me  at  foot  of  a  kind  invitation  given  in 
the  heartiness  of  true  Irish  hospitality.  The  rain 
grows  heavier  each  moment.  Can  realisation  be 
really  much  better  than  the  anticipation  of  high 
sport  with  spring  fish  or  bonnie  brown  trout  just 
growing  lusty  ?  If  it  bo  your  correspondent  has 
a  happy  time  before  him.  He  knows  some  of 
your  readers  will  wish  him  a  tight  line. 

Dublin,  March  3,  1891. 


THE  SCOTCH  SALMON  SEASON. 

NET  AND  ROD  FISHING. 

By  Mac. 

TnE  Scotch  salmon  season  of  the  present  year 
has,  up  to  date,  proved  very  generally  and  to 
most  of  those  directly  interested  in  the  salmon 
fisheries  a  more  gratifying  one  than  has  any  of  its 
predecessors  of  recent  years  during  the  same 
period  of  time.  Speaking  of  matters  all  round,  the 
netting  at  the  start  was  a  great  success,  more 
particularly  in  the  rivers.  The  volume  of  water  was 
ample  in  strength,  perfectly  sufficient  to  encourage 
salmon  ascending,  and  a  fine  head  of  fish  was 
running  up.  But  it  was  not  except  in  Tay  and 
Dee  of  fish  on  the  run  that  the  bulk  of  the  take  on 
the  first  few  days  of  the  season  was  made  up. 
The  heavy  catches  were  most  generally  obtained  in 
dyke-obstructed  rivers  such  as  Don,  Deveron, 
North  Esk  and  Spey.  From  these  waters  whole 
truck-loads  of  barrels  of  salmon  were  sent  south 
to  the  market  on  the  first  and  second  days  of  the 
season,  proof  that  though  they  get  into  these 
rivers,  the  fish  have  not  a  hairbreadth’s  chance  of 
escape  to  the  waters  farther  inland  than  those 
that  are  netted.  It  is  sad  to  think  that  thousands 
upon  thousands  enter  the  rivers  during  the 
close  time,  and  that  almost  to  a  fish  all  these  are 
held  back  by  weirs,  dykes,  and  other  obstructions 
in  the  netting  reaches  till  the  netting  opens,  when 
they  are  swept  out  and  unceremoniously 
slaughtered  by  the  exultant  netters.  Yet  this  is 
what  goes  on,  every  year  has  been  going  on,  for 
many  years  back.  It  is  a  bad  law  that  allows 
such  a  state  of  matters.  Surely  when  the  fish  run 
into  the  rivers  in  the  close  time  seeking  to  work 
their  way  inland  they  ought,  during  that  time— 
the  close  time — to  have  a  free  passage.  They 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  push  as  far  inland  while 
the  close  time  lasts  as  they  naturally  incline. 
But  this  in  the  four  rivers  referred  to  they  have 
no  chance  of  doing.  If  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  can  view  this  state  of  matters  and  recog¬ 
nise  that  it  is  fair  to  the  proprietors  of  the  rod 
fishing  in  whose  waters  the  fish  are  bred,  they 
must  have  a  queer  sense  of  justice.  Every  fish, 
we  contend,  that  enters  the  fresh  water  while 
the  close  time  exists  ought  to  have  free  scope 
to  run  whither  it  wills  and  as  far  as  it  wills. 
Nothing  short  of  this  can  be  held  to  be  the 
state  that  matters  to  be  right  should  be  in.  As 
things  are  the  rivers  are  shamefully  used,  and 
were  it  not  that  local  enterprise  has  done  much 
there  would  have  been  a  still  sadder  tale 
to  tell.  Dee  for  instance  is  well  done  to, 
but  not  to  the  legislature  or  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  are  the  thanks  for  the 
preservation  and  conservation  of  its  fishings  due. 
To  the  rod  fishing  proprietors  constituting  the 
Improvements  Association  all  the  praise  has  to 
be  accorded  for  buying  off  the  nets  to  within  a 
mile  and  half  of  the  tideway.  The  fish,  therefore, 
that  run  during  the  weekly  close  time  mostly  all 
get  past  the  upmost  netting  stations  before  the 
commencement  on  Monday  of  the  netting. 
Tay  and  other  rivers  which  presently  have  most 
of  their  weekly  close  time  run  fish  netted  as 
they  work  up  river  consequent  on  netting  being 
carried  on  very  far  inland  could  certainly  be  made 
good  for  angling  in  spring — through  the  whole 
spring — if  only  the  proprietors  of  the  rod  fishings 
would  combine  and  do  as  has  been  done  on  the 
Dee — buy  up  the  netting  rights  from  the  netting 
proprietors  (as  the  leases  of  the  tenants  expire) 
and  remove  the  nets.  In  this  as  in  other  matters 
a  good  example  is  worthy  of  being  copied.  The 
cream  of  our  larger  early  seasoned  rivers,  the 
Esks,  the  Solway  rivers,  the  Tweed,  the  Tay,  the 
Spey,  the  Deveron,  the  Don,  and  the  Beauly,  are 
all  badly  used  rivers  in  respect  that  they  are  either 
monstrously  obstructed,  or  netted  too  cruelly  all 
the  week,  or  too  far  up  for  the  weekly  close  time 
run  fish  getting  to  the  angling  waters  beyond  the 


farthest  inland  netting  shots  before  the  netting 
starts  on  Monday  morning. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  there  has  been,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  tnat  there  still 
is,  a  good  head  of  fish  this  spring,  or  rather  early 
season  time.  How  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  it  is 
not  required  of  us  in  this  paper  to  prove ;  the 
fact  stands.  Why  so  many  fish  had  ascended  be¬ 
fore,  and  were  ascending  when  the  netting opened, 
was  due  to  the  state  of  the  rivers.  Everywhere 
there  was  plenty  of  water — not  too  cold — of  just 
the  temperature,  occasioned  by  mild  weather,  that 
is  most  conducive  early  in  the  year  to  fish  seeking 
freely  to  run  inland,  a  temperature  by  the  way 
from  35  degs.  to  40  degs.  For  weeks  all  the  early 
rivers  had  pretty  constantly  been  sought  by  the 
fish,  of  which  a  great  many  had  come  to  the  coast 
even  as  early  as  the  last  ten  days  in  December. 
With  therefore  the  migration  going  on  for  such  a 
length  of  time  before  the  season’s  fishing  opened, 
it  was  but  natural  to  believe,  as  mostly  everyone 
did,  that  the  start  of  the  fishing  would  witness 
hauls  of  fish  of  unusual  magnitude,  and  the  rivers 
better  stocked  than  in  any  year  for  many  years 
back. 

The  Tay  and  rivers  of  the  north-east  coast  of 
Scotland  have  fished  remarkably  well — at  least 
they  did  so  until  the  dry,  fine  weather  of  three 
weeks  ago  set  in.  Since  that  time  the  fish,  owing 
to  the  river’s  low  state,  have  not  been  ascending 
freely,  and  the  additional  bad  element,  cursed  by 
the  netsmen,  of  “  too  fine  weather  ”  ha3  also 
been  keeping  them  disinclined  from  journeying 
inland.  River  net  fishing,  therefore,  has  gone  off 
greatly,  and  despite  the  fine  show  of  fish  still  in 
the  inshore  waters,  no  great  revival  of  it  is  now 
expected  until,  after  a  good  tract  of  severe  snowy 
or  frosty  weather,  there  come  a  fine  fresh,  with 
blustering  winds  from  the  land  accompanying  it. 
But  fish  in  plenty,  as  remarked,  being  present 
close  to  land  on  the  coast  line  of  the  early  rivers, 
more  especially  from  the  Tay  round  the  north¬ 
east  coast  to  the  Ness,  the  netting  at  sea  by  bag 
and  stake  nets  keeps  up  remarkably  well  even 
yet.  At  the  commencement  of  the  fishing  a  lot 
of  gear  was  wrecked  by  the  nasty  seas,  coming 
away  from  Stonehaven  northways  by  Dee,  Don, 
and  Ythan,  round  to  the  Deveron,  and  on  the 
way  of  Speymouth ;  and  this,  to  the  lessees, 
besides  being  a  loss  of  plant,  meant  a  great  loss 
to  them  of  fish,  as  it  cut  them  out  of  the  harvest 
that  the  working  of  their  nets  would  have  reaped 
at  the  time  that  the  fish,  as  judged  by  the  takes 
in  the  nets  that  managed  to  fish,  were  most 
plentiful  close  in- shore. 

In  general  a  capital  start  was  made  with 
the  angling.  The  famed  “  far  north  ”  early  rivers 
— generously  used  though  they  are — did  not,  it  is 
true,  yield  sport  up  to  expectation — did  not  in  fact 
fish  so  well  as  it  is  usual  for  them  to  do  at  the 
commencement  of  their  season  ;  but  the  larger 
rivers,  such  as  Tay  and  Dee,  proved  on  the  other 
hand  productive  in  yield  to  the  rods  for  the  first 
few  days,  beyond  anything  experienced  since  a 
dozen  years  past.  For  weeks  prior  to  the  season 
opening,  the  weather  and  the  water  both  conduced 
to  the  chance  of  a  splendid  start  being  got  on  the 
latter — the  weather  being,  as  remarked,  genial, 
and  the  water  sufficient  in  volume  and  of  the  right 
temperature  ;  but  such  favourable  conditions  were 
not,  at  least  for  any  length  of  time,  experienced  in 
the  “  far  north,”  where  generally  the  rivers  were 
low  for  weeks  on  end,  and  very  cold  in  tempera¬ 
ture  as  a  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  hard- 
bare  frosty  weather. 


TOaltaniana 


Subscription?  are  needed  to  fight  against  an 
attempt  which  is  being  made  to  stop  fishing  and 
shooting  on  Hickling  Broad.  Already  an  interim 
injunction  has  been  obtained.  The  case  is  ex¬ 
citing  great  local  interest,  and  influential  people 
have  joined  the  committee  which  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  the  defence.  So  many  thousands  of 
people  pass  their  holidays  in  the  land  of  the 
Broads  that  the  affair  is  of  far  more  than  lccal 

interest,  - 

On  the  last  day  of  Febiuiry  I  sat  out  in  a 
punt,  under  a  trailing  sud,  with  my  waistcoat 
unbuttoned  and  angling  for  pike.  I  had  been 
cooler  on  many  a  hot  summer’s  day.  On  March 
11  I  looked  from  my  study  window  through  a 


trellis  of  icicles  on  a  waste  of  snow  a  foot  in 
depth,  and  saw  the  trees  waving  to  and  fro  in  a 
deadly  north-easterly  blizzard.  And  yet  some 
enthusiastic  Britons  say  ours  is  the  finest  climate 

in  the  world.  - 

A  Henley  friend  tells  me  that  the  fishermen 
when  bait  catching  are  constantly  finding  small 
perch  in  their  nets.  As  long  as  I  have  known  the 
Thames  perch  have  been  taken  in  this  way 
occasionally,  but  the  numbers  now  caught  are 
in  excess,  so  I  am  told,  of  anything  taken  in 
previous  years,  and  point  to  there  being  a 
splendid  head  of  young  fish,  which  in  a  season 
or  two  will  afford  good  sport  to  perch  fishers. 
This  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  because  there 
undoubtedly  has  been  a  great  mortality  among 
the  Thames  perch  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
those  excellent  fish  were  becoming  scarce.  At 
Henley  it  has  for  some  years  been  the  custom 
to  bush  hurdles  and  place  them  in  the  river  for 
the  perch  to  spawn  on,  the  ova  being  protected 
from  swans  by  wire  netting.  The  swans  are,  I 
firmly  believe,  the  worst  enemies  the  perch  have. 
I  saw  this  plan  adopted  in  a  dirty  canal  where 
there  were  some  fine  perch.  The  fish  were  so 
delighted  to  find  anything  clean  to  spawn  upon 
that  they  used  several  of  the  hurdles  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  their  being  placed  in  the 
water.  But  sewage  pollution  killed  all  tho  eggs. 
Within  a  week  hurdles  and  eggs  were  covered 
with  filthy  brown  slime,  partly  a  deposit  of  mud 
and  partly  sewage  fungus.  Needless  to  say  the 
eggs  all  died.  I  never  saw  a  more  striking  in¬ 
stance  of  the  effects  of  river  pollution  on  the 
eggs  of  fish.  — - — 

This  is  a  dismal  wind-up  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  which  during  some  of  the  winter  months 
was  exceptionally  good.  Of  the  summer,  the  less 
said  the  better.  London  anglers — except  the  few 
who  do  not  consider  it  immoral  to  fish  in  private 
water  during  the  fence  months — have  now  tho 
opening  of  the  Thames  trouting  season  to  look 
forward  to.  In  less  than  three  weeks’  time  it  will 
be  here,  but  I  fear  the  trout  in  the  Thames,  as  in 
many  other  streams,  will  be  found  sadly  out  of 
condition  on  the  opening  day.  Trout  stocking 
goes  on  merrily,  the  last  addition  to  the  already 
considerable  head  of  fish  being  a  thousand 
yearlings,  placed  mostly  in  the  Thames  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Henley,  a  few  hundreds  going 
into  St.  Patrick’s  stream  and  tho  Loddon.  The 
fish  were  obtained  from  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  and 
were  paid  for  by  the  Henley-on-Thames  Fishery 
Preservation  Association. 


The  extermination  of  the  pike  in  some  of  the 
big  lakes  of  the  lake  district  is  talked  of.  To 
absolutely  exterminate  these  fish  in  immense 
sheets  of  water,  which  cannot  be  drained,  is  next 
to  an  impossibility,  unless  the  waters  are  poisoned, 
in  which  case  all  other  fish  are  of  course  destroyed. 
In  the  summer  hundreds  of  anglers — more  often 
than  not  of  the  family  party  type — get  a  good  deal 
of  pleasure  out  of  fishing  for  pike  and  perch  in 
some  of  the  lakes,  and  it  really  seems  a  question 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  keep  some  waters 
for  pike  fishing,  and  not  go  ia  quite  so  heavily  for 
trout.  Fly  fishing  requires  an  amount  of  skill 
which  a  good  many  people  do  not  possess,  but  who 
like  to  have  a  few  days’  fishing  all  the  same.  If 
the  pike  are  kept  down  as  much  as  possible  a 
good  many  people  will  therefore  lose  the  little 
fishing  they  are  able  to  manage.  Though  I  am 
an  enthusiastic  preserver  of  trout,  and  love  fly 
fishing  as  much  as  any  who  read  this  paper,  si  ill 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  we  may  go  too  far  in 
turning  all  waters  into  trout  preserves.  At  tie 
present  time  it  is  easier  to  get  good  trout  fishing 
than  it  is  to  get  good  pike  fishing. 


The  Man  of  the  World  has  had  an  article  on 
“  Trout  Liars,”  whatever  they  may  be.  I  never 
knew  a  trout  lie  myself.  Coming  immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  article  was  a  paragraph 
about  the  large  Fordwich  trout,  which  weighed 
261b.,  but  “  would  have  weighed  in  its  prime  from 
351b.  to  401b.” _ _ 

***  The  Connemara  Fishing  Club,  Limited. 
— In  consequence  of  the  numerous  applications 
being  made  for  forms  of  the  Prospectus  and  owing 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  the  past 
week,  which  has  delayed  the  delivery  of  the  pro¬ 
spectus  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  the  directors  have  resolved  to  extend  the 
time  for  application  for  shares  until  March  20. 
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The  Introduction  of  Loch  Leven  Trout  to  Suther¬ 
land.— Interesting  and  successful  experiments.— Captain 
W.  Bell  MacTaggart,  of  Glenrossal,  Sutherland,  who  takes 
great  interest  in  fish  culture,  and  who  a  few  years  ago  in- 
toduced  several  thousand  of  Loch  Leven  trout  into  the 
various  lochs  and  streams  on  his  estate,  has  just  got  another 
consignment  of  tine  two-year  old  Loch  Leven  trout  from 
the  Howietoun  Fisheries,  Stirling.  On  their  arrival  at 
InvershiniStation,  after  a  journey  of  about  250  miles  by  rail, 
they  were  removed  by  conveyances  so  far  as  that  was 

Eracticable  a  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles.  Here  the 
azardous  task  of  carrying  them  up  the  rugged  mountains 
in  the  dark  was  rendered  all  the  more  difficult  and 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  terrific  storm  which  raged  at 
the  time.  Mr.  A.  H.  Mackay,  estate  manager,  and  Mr. 
Hector  Munro,  head  keeper,  Glenrossal,  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  a  staff  of  fifteen  hardy  and  experienced  moun¬ 
taineers,  had  the  work  safely  accomplished  before  mid¬ 
night,  not  a  dead  fish  being  found  in  the  lot.  The  fish 
were  distributed  over  the  lochs  on  the  estate,  and  on 
ltossal  Burn.  To  show  the  rapidity  with  which  these  fish 
thrive  in  Sutherland  waters,  it  is  worth  mentioning  that 
the  artificial  loch  named  Loch  Shiela  was  9n  its  completion 
a  little  over  two  years  ago,  stocked  with  Loch  Leven 
trout.  Prior  to  that  there  were  of  course  no  fish,  but  now 
in  an  hour’s  angling  a  nice  basket  can  be  made  of  trout 
which  average  over  lib.  each.  The  experiment  has  proved 
so  successful  that  Captain  MacTaggart  is  to  improve  and 
enlarge  another  little  nameless  loch  on  his  estate,  and  into 
which  200  Loch  Levenites  were  deposited  the  other  evening. 


Northern  Anglers’  Association.— On  March  7  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers’ Association  was 
held  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Leeds,  Mr.  J.  S.  Schumacher, 
representative  of  the  York  District  Council,  occupying  the 
chair  in  the  absence  of  the  president.  Mr.  Addyman  re¬ 
ported  that  several  clubs  had  joined  the  association,  and 
it  was  mentioned  that  requests  had  been  received  from 
Cheshire  and  Derbyshire  to  allow  these  counties  to  form 
part  of  the  Northern  District.  The  matter  was  left  over,  as 
the  council  had  not  power  to  deal  with  the  constitution. 
A  vacancy  on  the  council  was  filled  up  by  Mr.  J.  Denison, 
of  Scarborough,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Derwent  club, 
being  elected  to  serve.  Reports  were  received  on  the 
formation  of  districts  for  Newcastle,  the  Wear,  &c.,  and 
Messrs.  Blakey  and  Denison  were  instructed  to  take  steps 
for  the  formation  of  a  separate  district  at  Scarborough,  or 
for  a  district  to  include  also  Malton,  Helmsley,  and  Picker¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Addyman  drew  attention  to  the  question  of  the 
formation  of  a  commission  to  regulate  the  Aire  and 
Calder  and  their  watershed.  The  matter  was  discussed 
at  great  length,  and  eventually  it  was  decided  to  call  a 
meeting  of  anglers  at  Leeds  at  an  early  date,  to  consider 
what  steps  could  be  taken  to  secure  a  “  pure  water  ”  repre¬ 
sentation  on  the  commission.  Mr.  Ankers  introduced  the 
important  matter  of  the  netting  of  the  Ouse  with  nets  of 
less  mesh  than  those  allowed  by  law,  and  Captain  Key 
supported  his  remarks.  Mr.  Blakey  spoke  on  the  legal 
phase  of  the  subject,  and  how  the  law  was  evaded,  and 
after  an  interesting  discussion  it  was  decided  to  hold  the 
next  meeting  of  the  council  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  and 


in  the  meantime  evidence  will  be  collected  as  to  the  eva¬ 
sion  of  the  law  and  means  devised  for  bringing  the  matter 
in  its  true  light  before  the  Conservancy  Commissioners. 
The  action  of  the  Leeds  Town  Council  in  regard  to  the  fish¬ 
ing  in  lloundhay  Park  was  considered,  and  a  deputation 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  council  on  the  subject,  and 
thus  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamated 
Anglers.  Mr.  Sykes,  the  hon.  treasurer,  reported  a  largo 
increase  of  individual  members  of  the  association. 


The  Northern  Anglers’  Association.— The  following 
is  the  complete  list  of  the  council  and  officers  of  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association :— President,  Mr.  T.  E. 
Pritt,  Leeds;  vice-president,  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts,  Man¬ 
chester;  representatives  of  local  councils,  Messrs.  G.  S. 
Smeeth,  W.  P.  Hellewell,  Thos.  Harrison,  T.  W.  Redford, 
It.  Readman,  S.  Schumacher;  representatives  of  Game 
Fishing  Association,  Messrs.  Charles  Estcourt,  Janies 
Broadbent,  S.  Hart  Jackson,  S.  Walter  Sykes,  D.  Allison 
Shaw,  Howard  Livescy,  C.  J.  Archer,  T.  F.  Wallwork,  the 
Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts  ;  representatives  of  coarse  fishing  club-’, 
Messrs.  J.  Slatter,  J.  Ankers.  George  Hellewell,  J.  W. 
Mason,  W.  Ashworth,  Albert  Abbs,  It.  Bownas,  T.  Blakey, 
T.  Spencer,  C.  H.  Sharp,  James  Holt ;  individual  members, 
Messrs.  R.  Ramsbottom,  Tom  Taylor,  Colonel  Sharp,  Capt. 
Key,  Francis  M.  Walbran,  O.  Wrigley,  J.  Wilkinson,  Piof. 
Ransome,  John  Gerrard,  B.  Pickering,  J.  Pattinson ; 
treasurer.  Mr.  G.  Sykes,  Huddersfield;  hon.  secretaries 
Mr.  J.  W.  Addyman  (Leeds),  Mr.  R.  Burn  (Manchester^ 
Mr.  G.  Paley  (Preston). 


Ventilated  Fishing:  Coats, 


TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c 


125. 1ESENT  ST.;  231.  STEAM 


.  all  COCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH 

Hio-hest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  King  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 

The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Wholesale  only.  Our 

London  Office : 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly.  appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 

Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


WILLIAM  HAYNES, 


Fishing  Tackle 
Manufacturer, 


CORK. 


Gentlemen  desirous  of  obtaining  first-class  Rods  and  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 
should  give  me  a  trial. 

3ole  Investor  and  Patentee  of  the 

“Archer”  Spinner  and  13 1  arney  Prawn  Tackle, 

Both  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CilOLMONDELEY  PENNELL,  Esq.: — 

Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  19th,  1890. 

Sir, — I  am  obliged  lor  your  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 
chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  f.om  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

(Signed)  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL. 


ROBERT  STRONG, 

Jtritcttcrtl  <£i*l)in0  f&achle 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 

INVENTOR  &  MAKER  of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  FI 
THE  BULL  DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Fsk, 
Liddle,  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  wither  t  a 
slit.  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forward*  d 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  qurldy 

at  very  reasonable  pricef. 


Syracuse 


Co. 


Bamboo  Furniture 

(Successors  to  SYRACUSE  EISH  ROD  Co  ) 

Manufacturers  of  fine  split  bamboo  fish  rods  with  cork  and  celluloid  hand-grasps. 
The  only  perfect  hand-grasp  made.  Also  manufacturers  of  minnow  glittering 
gang  trolling  spoons.  This  spoon  will  take  two  fiish  to  one  on  the  Phantom 
Minnow  or  any  other  bait  made.  Will  refund  the  money  if  not  satisfactory. 
Price  75  cents  and  1  dollar.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  money.  For  sale  by  all 
dealers.  Send  for  Catalogue.  HENRY  LOFTIE,  Manager,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  14,  1891. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Acton  Club  :  The  fish  you  sent  was  a  roach. 

J.  Masters  :  No  coarse  fishing  is  allowed 
between  March  15,  and  June  15. 


Comsptttettce 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 


FLOSS  SILK  FOR  FLY  MAKING. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  corre¬ 
spondents  inform  me  where  I  can  get  from  the 
manufacturers  different  shades  of  floss  silk  for  fly 
making  that  will  hold  the  colour,  and  not  fade  in 
the  water  ?  _  Bamboo. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  AT  WEIMAR. 

Sir, — It  seems  known  to  but  few  English 
anglers,  even  to  those  who  run  over  to  the  con¬ 
tinent  frequently,  that  in  Weimar,  in  Thuringia, 
there  is  as  good  fly-fishing  as  is  to  be  found 
almost  anywhere.  The  Ilm,  which  flows  by  the 
town,  is  a  natural  trout  stream,  and  thanks  to 
Major  von  und  zu  Egloffstein,  the  present  lessee 
of  several  miles  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Weimar,  and  to  the  late  John  Horrock,  the 
former  lessee,  this  stretch  of  water  swarms  with 
trout  of  large  size.  There  are  also  grayling  in 
the  stream,  but  they  are  not  so  plentiful.  Owing 
to  the  limited  number  of  anglers  who  know  the 
stream,  the  lessee  is  obliged  to  net  it,  the  annual 
take  with  net  and  fly  being  about  two  thousand 
pounds.  I  have  seen  a  trout  of  over  101b.  caught 
with  the  net,  and  several  of  over  51b.  With  the 
fly  I  have  caught  one  of  4^1b.,  several  over  31b., 
and  a  great  many  over  ‘21b.  No  fish  under  ^lb.  is 
allowed  to  be  kept.  My  own  take  last  summer 
was  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  fish,  weighing 
388^1b.,  this  representing  thirty-two  days’  fishing 
— not  whole  days  either,  for  I  generally  went  out 
with  my  rod  towards  four  o’clock  and  fished  until 
dark.  The  trout  rise  well  to  the  fly,  and  prefer 
a  large  one.  I  have  seen  a  salmon  fly  used  with 
success.  The  season  lasts  from  the  1st  of  March 
to  the  15th  of  October. 

Permission  to  fish  is  easily  obtained,  a  card 
for  the  whole  season  costing  two  hundred 
marks ;  for  a  month,  fifty  marks  ;  for  a  week, 
twenty  marks  ;  and  for  a  day,  five  marks.  One 
curious  German  custom  is  that  your  permission 
to  fish  does  not  carry  with  it  the  right  to  keep 
the  fish  that  you  have  caught.  These  are  kept 
alive  by  an  attendant,  who  oarries  a  tub  for  the 
purpose,  and  if  the  angler  wishes  any  for  his  own 
consumption,  he  may  buy  them  for  a  moderate 
price.  This  attendant  also  carries  a  landing- 
net,  and  is  prepared  to  make  himself  generally 
useful. 

.  Most  anglers  put  up  at  the  famous  old  inn  on 
the  Market  Place,  the  Erbprinz,  which  is  about 
two  minutes’  walk  from  the  Ilm,  where  it  flows 
through  the  park. 

Major  von  und  zu  Egloffstein  does  not  reside 
in  Weimar  at  present,  but  I  should  be  happy  to 
give  any  further  information  to  anglers  who  may 
wish  to  try  the  stream.  Edward  L.  Morse. 

Weimar,  Burg  Platz,  2. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — A  person  signing  himself  “  J.  J.  Rowan  ” 
wrote  you  last  week,  and  characterised  my  state¬ 
ment — that  the  fishing  in  the  Main  was  free — as 
being  “  absolutely  false.”  In  making  that  state¬ 
ment  I  did  so  upon  the  authority  of  my  own 
personal  experience  and  that  of  several  friends 
who  have  fished  the  river,  besides  the  testimony 
of  local  anglers.  Whether  the  public  possess 
such  a  legal  right  as  would  stand  the  test  of  the 
High  Courts,  I  know  not ;  but  that  the  public  are 
free  to  fish,  without  let  or  hindrance,  and  do  so 
fish,  is  ample  justification  of  my  statement. 
This  “  J.  J.  Rowan  ”  writes  as  if  the  river  Main  was 
his  personal  property,  but  I  had  never  previously 
beard  of  the  existence  of  this  important  person; 


and  it  would  be  interesting  to  intending  visitors 
to  know  to  what  extent  my  remarks  about  free 
fishing  “  concern  him  personally.”  I  was 
speaking  of  sene  twenty  miles  of  the  river’s 
length  being  free,  and  even  if  there  should  be  a 
curmudgeon  or  two  along  any  portions  of  this 
length,  there  is  still  abundance  of  fishing  left,  to 
which  the  English  angler  will  be  both  free  and 
welcome.  I  have  not  been  there  since  last 
October,  but  such  was  the  case  then,  and  I  don’t 
believe  that  “  the  boys  ”  have  meekly  .given  up 
their  fishing  since  that  date.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  misleading  information  to  your 
readers,  and  I  challenge  this  “  J.  J.  Rowan  ”  to  point 
out  any  single  inaccuracy  in  my  letters  under  the 
above  heading. — Yours  faithfully, 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 


ARE  SEA  FISH  GETTING  SCARCE  ? 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  5th  inst.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  a  most  interesting  lecture  delivered  by 
Professor  Weldon,  at  the  London  Institution,  on 
the  causes  that  influence  the  increasing  rarity  in 
our  sea  fish  ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  desirable  that 
a  report  of  some  kind  should  reach  the  columns 
of  your  paper.  The  great  importance  of  our  sea 
fisheries  as  a  national  industry  is  only  just  being 
recognised.  Indeed,  as  Professor  Weldon  re¬ 
marked,  the  German  Government  differs  from  our 
own  in  the  interest  it  takes  in  these  matters.  He 
made  special  allusion  to  the  work  of  Professor 
Hennsohn,  of  Kiel,  who  has  been  most  fully 
equipped  by  his  Government  with  all  apparatus 
necessary  for  exploring  the  surface  of  the  North 
Sea.  Some  of  the  results  of  his  researches  are 
marvellous.  He  estimates  that  a  cubic  yard  of 
water  near  the  surface  of  the  North  Sea  contains 
upwards  of  three  thousand  small  voracious  jelly 
fish,  and  nearly  fifty  thousand  of  the  genus  sagitta; 
and  that  a  square  mile  of  the  same  water  contains 
three  hundred  tons  of  floating  crustaceans, 
capable  of  daily  consuming  their  own  weight  of 
food.  This  enormous  appetite  is  provided  for  by 
six  thousand  millions  of  eggs,  which  Professor 
Hennsohn  estimates  as  the  quantity  per  square 
mile  of  surface.  This  last  figure  will  give  us  an 
idea  of  the  almost  bewildering  number  of  eggs 
actually  generated,  when  we  consider  that  they 
only  remain  at  the  surface  for  about  the  first  fort¬ 
night  of  their  development,  after  which  they  sink 
and  are  constantly  replaced  by  other  generations. 
Indeed  this  stay  of  two  weeks  at  the  surface  is 
characteristic  of  the  eggs  of  all  our  food  fish,  with 
the  exception  of  those  of  the  herring,  which  sink 
immediately. 

The  great  destruction  of  our  fish,  therefore, 
takes  place,  as  Professor  Weldon  pointed  out,  at 
the  surface  of  the  sea,  where  the  eggs  and  the 
helpless  larvai  fall  a  prey  to  the  myriads  of  floating 
jelly  fish  and  crustaceans  that  dwell  there.  This 
being  the  case,  there  may  be  reasonable  doubt  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  latest  move  of  the  Scotch 
Fisheries  Board  in  prohibiting  ground  fishing 
within  three  miles  of  the  coast.  As  a  furthei 
reproach  to  the  dilatory  way  in  which  these  very 
important  matters  are  treated  in  England,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Weldon  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  fisher¬ 
men  of  the  Adriatic  have  for  years  removed  the 
eggs  of  food  fish  from  the  sea,  hatching  and 
developing  them  in  enclosed  tanks  out  of  reach  of 
their  voracious  enemies,  until  able  to  defend 
themselves,  when  they  are  restored  to  the  open 
sea. 

He  also  particularly  mentioned  the  very  impor¬ 
tant  work  done  by  Mr.  Cunningham,  at  the  labor¬ 
atory  of  the  Marine  Biological  Institute,  Plymouth. 
This  is  apparently  a  private  institute  fostered  by 
the  care  of  its  president,  Professor  Ray  Lankester, 
and  supported,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  (!) 
Treasury  grant,  entirely  by  voluntary  - contribu¬ 
tion.  It  would  seem  desirable  that  we  constant 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  should  know  some¬ 
thing  more  of  the  proceedings  of  so  important  an 
association ;  some  sort  of  regular  monthly  report 
from  Mr.  Hearder — or  anyone  at  Plymouth 
acquainted  with  the  transactions  and  researches 
of  those  in  charge  of  the  laboratory  —  would 
indeed  be  welcome  to  sportsmen,  for,  as  Professor 
Weldon  said  to  me  after  the  lecture,  sportsmen 
can  often  give  learned  scientists  many  hints  as  to 
the  habits  Jof  fish,  and  surely  the  reverse  holds 
equally  well. 


May  I  be  permitted  to  state  that  my  object  in 
writing  this  is  especially  to  draw  attention  to  this 
admirable  institute,  and  to  beg  that  you  will 
suggest  some  means  of  obtaining  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  regular  report  of  its  transactions  ? 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Frederick  G.  Aflalo. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  EASTER. 

Sir, — If  we  have  a  flush  of  water  in  this  section 
I  guess  “  Split  Cane  ”  cannot  do  better  than  drop 
a  fly  in  the  Barle  ;  at  any  rate,  any  help  I  shall 
be  able  to  give  shall  be  most  pleased  to  do  so. 
Yours,  &c.,  _  Iron  Blue. 

THE  SHILLITO  FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  excellent  portrait  and  notice 
of  R.  Shillito  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  i 
has  given  general  satisfaction  and  pleasure  to  the 
anglers  of  this  district.  Shillito’s  case  is  deserving 
of  the  attention  of  all  charitable  persons,  and 
especially  anglers.  He  is  quite  helpless  in  all  his 
limbs,  and  almost  blind.  Any  donation,  however 
small,  will  be  thankfully  received  by  the  writer. 
Permit  me  also  to  say  that  I  am,  together  with 
many  others,  obliged  to  you  for  introducing  into 
your  valuable  paper  the  “  Notes  from  Lancashire, 
which  have  appeared  now  for  some  weeks. — I  am, 
yours  respectfully,  F.  Sumner, 

Treasurer  Shillito’s  Fund. 

14,  Albion-street,  Gaythorn, 

Manchester. _ 


THE  DELYINE  WATER. 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Feb.  21  is  a  letter  from 
“  M.  G.,”  contradicting  my  letter  of  the  14th;  also 
stating  that  Mr.  Cesari,  of  Birnam  Hotel,  can  let 
or  give  fishing  on  Delvine  water.  Now  Mr.  Cesari 
knows  perfectly  well  that  he  has  no  lease  or  per  • 
mission  to  fish  Delvine  water,  which  has  been 
leased  for  a  number  of  years  by  another  party, 
and  is  fished  regularly  by  them  or  their  servants, 
and  if  neutral  parties  were  taking  undue  liberties 
they  could  not  but  be  seen.  Your  report  of  Feb. 
28  on  the  same  subject  is  also  incorrect.  I  am 
ready  to  prove  every  word  I  write.  “  M.  G.,”  before 
replying,  should  ask  Mr.  Cesari  for  a  look  at  his 
lease,  and  see  if  it  is  from  Delvine  he  holds  it. — I 
am,  &c.  -  Salmo. 

HORN  MINNOWS. 

Sir, — No  doubt  the  horn  minnow  referred  to  by 
“  Inquirer  ”  on  page  150  is  either  the  pectoral  fin 
or  archimedean  minnow,  made  by  Allies,  of  Worces¬ 
ter,  where  the  business  was  carried  on  by  the  son 
of  the  original  inventor. — Yours,  &c., 

Lymm,  Cheshire.  John  Bolderson. 


Dear  Sir, — If  “  Inquirer  ”  will  send  to  Messrs. 
C.  Hutchinson  and  Co.,  of  Kendal,  he  will  be  able 
to  obtain  from  them  the  pattern  of  minnow  ho 
asks  for.— Yours,  &c.,  Elkcat. 


Sir,  —  If  your  correspondent  sends  me  his 
address  I  will  put  him  in  the  way  of  getting  some 
of  above.  I  do  not  know  about  price,  as  tho 
maker  does  not  usually  make  for  sale  ;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  two  anglers  can  make  a  bargain.  They 
are  not  by  any  means  works  of  art ;  but  if  we  may 
believe  some  of  the  crack  hands  about  Innerlei¬ 
then,  they  are  deadly. — Yours,  &c., 

John  R.  Little. 

40,  Lower  View,  Craig-row,  Edinburgh. 


BARBEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  see  the  Editor  of  the 
Weekly  Sport  does  not  at  once  accept  your  dis¬ 
claimer  of  any  taste  for  barbel-eating.  I  have 
already  avowed  my  sole  responsibility  for  advo¬ 
cating  the  diet  he  condemns  so  strongly,  But  had 
I  anticipated  his  returning  to  the  charge,  I  should 
have  given  my  name  in  full,  which  I  hope  will 
satisfy  his  doubts.  I  think  he  has  forgotten  that 
in  reviews  the  editorial  we  is  a  matter  of  course, 
for  obvious  reasons.  An  editor  is  answerable  for 
selecting  a  competent  reviewer ;  but  fancy  his  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  every  opinion  contained  in  a 
notice  of  a  new  work  were  to  be  laid  to  his 
*  account 
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?  I  am  glad  to  see  so  high  an  authority  as  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine'agreeing  with  me,  that  the  barbel 
may  be  worth  eating ;  and  I  trust,  for  the  sake  of 
my  many  American  kindred  and  friends,  that 
your  assailant  will  accept  my  name  as  a  sufficient 
warrant  for  retracting  his  suspicions,  and  will 
frankly  admit  that  you  are  not  “James,”  and  I  am 
not  “  Jorkins.” — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  It.  Francis,  M.A. 


FISHING  AT  SHOREHAM,  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would 
be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  of  any  fishing  near 
Shoreham,  Sussex.  If  they  would  I  should  be 
deeply  grateful  to  them.— Yours  truly, 

126,  Belgrave-street,  T.  Yeitch. 

Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  inquire  through  your  valu¬ 
able  paper  whether  any  of  your  readers  can  tell 
me  of  a  place  where  I  can  obtain  good  trout 
fishing  during  three  weeks  in  April?  Private 
apartments  required  ;  within  reasonable  access  of 
London. — I  am,  yours  truly,  Palmer. 


THE  FORSS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  angling  report  from  the  above 
river,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  28th  ult. ,  I 
unfortunately  omitted  to  say  that  the  report  was 
incomplete,  as  it  recorded  only  the  sport  obtained 
by  the  Westfield  House  rod.  Other  rods  fared 
better,  but  having  no  details  at  the  time,  I  quite 
forgot  to  mention  it.  It  has  since  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Smith,  Forss  House,  the  few 
days  he  was  out  landed  seven  nice  salmon, 
despite  unfavourable  state  of  weather  and  water. 

In  case  the  incompleteness  of  the  paragraph 
may  be  imputed  to  unfair  motives  for  the  purpose 
of  misleading  (which  really  was  not  the  case, 
being  altogether  an  oversight),  I  would  feel  obliged 
if  you  would  give  this  a  corner  in  your  first  issue, 
with  apologies  to  any  who  may  have  taken 
umbrage. 

The  angling  season  proper  is  only  commencing 
on  that  river,  and  in  the  opinion  of  experts  it 
promises  to  be  a  good  one. — I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  Correspondent. 

P-S. — Most  of  the  kelts  alluded  to  in  my  report 
have  now,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  carried  sea¬ 
wards  by  the  recent  heavy  spates. 


PIG  AND  WHISTLE. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  tell  me  the  derivation  of  the  words 
“  the  pig  and  the  whistle.”  I  have  an  idea  that 
this  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  old  coaches,  run¬ 
ning  from  Oxford,  and  I  think  there  was  a  touching 
rhyme  on  a  dog  killed  by  this  same  coach  : — 

“  Here  lies  I,  no  wonder  I’se  dead, 

When  the  pig  and  the  whistle  went  over  my  head.” 

Any  light  thrown  on  this  subject  would  be  valued. 
—Yours  truly,  _  W.  S.  Buddicom. 

FISHING  IN  CEYLON. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  “G.  C.  C.”  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  the  7th  inst.,  there  is  no  mahseer  fish- 
’ng  in  Ceylon  ;  but  good  sport  may  be  enjoyed  with 
rod  and  line  on  the  large  tanks  which  abound  in 
various  parts  of  the  island,  as  well  as  the  rivers 
and  streams.  Fly-fishing  is  very  rarely  practised  ; 
but  I  have  caught  fish  with  the  White  Moth  in  the 
evening  in  the  tanks  of  the  Eastern  Province.  The 
natives  are  keen  and  successful  anglers  even  with 
their  rough  tackle — the  hooks  mostly  of  brass 
made  by  the  village  smith  ;  a  species  of  grass  takes 
the  place  of  gut  (tangos  grass),  and  forms  an  ex¬ 
cellent  substitute;  the  stem  of  the  young  leaves  or 
rather  branches  of  the  kittool  palm  a  light-tapered 
rod.  Thus  equipped,  with  a  few  worms  in  a  cocoa- 
nut  shell,  a  native  will  seldom  fail  to  catch  enough 
fish  fora  meal.  If  “G.  C.  C.”  thinks  of  making  any 
stay  in  Ceylon,  I  would  advise  him  to  take  his 
rod.  I  rarely  ever  travelled  without  mine  during 
a  residence  of  twelve  years.  A  few  years  ago  an 
effort  was  made  to  stock  the  hill  streams  of 
Newera  Eliya  (the  sanatorium  of  Ceylon)  with 
trout,  and  after  a  few  disappointments,  thanks  to 
the  untiring  energy  of  several  well-known  sports¬ 
men  proved  a  success.  Whether  the  streams  are 
yet  open  to  the  public  I  cannot  say. — Yours  truly. 

Shekarry. 


POACHED  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir,— There  were  exposed  for  sale  in  a 
fishmonger’s  in  the  Brixton-road  this  morning 
(March  7),  a  number  of  “pike”  (!)  of  the  enormous 
weight  (weighed  upon  my  letter  scales)  of  4oz 
and  two  bronze  pennies,  measuring  from  nose  to 
fork  of  tail,  lO^in.  I  bought  a  couple — all  one 
size  they  were  in  one  basket — while  in  another 
there  was  one  larger  ;  but  the  average  size  of  the 
fish  was  equalised  by  the  presence  of  some  perch 
of  prize-taking  size  in  some  clubs,  about  l£oz. 
I  hinted  to  the  fishmonger,  as  he  was  wrapping 
up  my  two,  for  which  I  paid  4d.,  that  he  was 
possibly  conniving  at  the  robbery  of  a  river.  It 
was  all  one  to  him.  For,  say  121b.  or  151b.  of 
unwholesome  fish,  some  fifty  creatures  were  des¬ 
troyed,  fetching  retail  some  seven  shillings  and 
sixpence,  and  to  the  poachers  some  three  shillings 
for  fifty,  for  tradesmen  who  deal  in  stolen  fish 
will  not  pay  a  high  price.  Cannot  something  be 
done  to  the  fishmonger  who  connives  at  this  rob¬ 
bery  of  rivers,  besides  private  individuals  with¬ 
drawing  their  custom  ?— Yours  faithfully, 

36,  Barrington-road,  S.W.  J.  White. 


GIANT  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  well  believe  the  story,  as  told 
by  “  Chowbent,’’  of  the  big  pike  found  on  the  late 
Marquis  of  Clanricard’s  shore  at  the  head  of 
Lough  Derg,  near  Portumna,  by  the  two  gentle¬ 
men  referred  to,  and  for  this  reason. 

About  thirty  years  ago  an  angler,  who  had  been 
fishing  in  Scotland,  killed  a  pike  of  351b.  He 
recorded  its  capture  in  the  Field,  and  asked  other 
contributors  to  give  their  experience  of  big  pike 
that  they  had  actually  seen  or  captured. 

Accordingly  a  great  many  anglers  responded, 
each  one  giving  his  actual  experience.  I  myself 
told  of  a  901b.  pike  which  was  captured  in  the 
Shannon  hereatKillaloe  some  forty-six  years  ago. 
The  fish  was  taken  in  a  net,  and  I  saw  it  weighed 
in  a  scales  at  the  pier  head. 

Immediately  after  the  appearance  of  my  letter 
in  the  Field ,  a  gentleman,  since  deceased,  wrote 
to  the  editor  to  say  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  huge  pike  having  been  taken  in  these  parts. 
In  the  next  issue,  however,  there  appeared  a 
letter  from  an  English  gentleman,  dated  Weston- 
super-Mare,  in  which  the  writer  said  he  could 
well  credit  my  account  of  the  ninety-pounder. 
He  had,  he  said,  been  in  the  army  and  quartered 
at  Portumna,  and  that  one  day  in  August  he  and 
a  brother  officer  went  to  shoot  flappers  in  the 
reeds  fringing  the  Clanricard  shore  at  the  head 
of  Lough  Derg.  Some  duck  got  up,  and  they 
brought  down  a  brace,  which  fell  on  the  land, 
and  when  pushing  the  boat  through  the  reeds,  in 
order  to  pick  up  the  birds,  they  discovered  an 
enormous  pike  floundering  in  the  shallow  water. 
The  boatman  despatched  the  pike  with  the  pole, 
put  it  into  the  boat,  and  on  their  return  to 
Portumna  Bridge  they  weighed  it  at  the  public 
weighing  place,  when  it  brought  the  scales  well 
down  at  84lb.  The  writer  of  the  letter  further 
said  that  the  previous  night  there  had  been  a 
tremendous  storm  on  the  lake,  and  that,  doubtless, 
the  big  fish  was  driven  ashore  by  the  waves. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  there  are  pike  in  Lough 
Derg  to-day  up  to  901b  ,  if  we  could  only  catch 
them.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Killaloe,  Ireland. 


RANDOM  NOTES.— PECULIARITY  IN  THE 
BITING  OF  ROACH.— OVER-CHARGES. 

Sir, — Is  it  possible  that  roach  in  certain  localities 
have  become  so  educated  that  they  know  the  right 
time  to  begin  to  feed,  and  so  escape  being  caught? 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  for  some  time,  and  at  the 
present  time,  roach  on  the  Upper  Thames  do  not 
begin  to  bite  before  four  o’clock  p.m.,  and  leave 
off  feediug  about  ten  a.m.  An  old  friend  says  the 
Sunday  train  to  Pangbourne  arrives  at  eleven  a.m., 
leaves  5.15  p.m.,  and  the  last  few  times  I  have 
been  down  the  fish  have  been  dead  off  between 
these  periods.  Some  of  the  best  swims  are  a  good 
distance  from  the  station.  For  instance,  nothing 
was  done  at  Pangbourne  yesterday  (March  1)  until 
after  four  o’clock,  and  just  as  they  were  coming 
on,  I  had  to  pack  up  to  catch  the  train,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  feed  from  four  o’clock  until 
after  dark.  This  is  the  cry  all  round,  and,  to  say 
the  least,  it  is  peculiar. 

It  would  appear  that  a  regular  system  is 


being  carried  out  to  fleece  anglers  right  and 
left,  and  I  am  informed  on  reliable  authority 
that  a  butcher  at  Goring  bought  up  all  the 
beds  and  charged  about  double.  I  will  give 
an  example  :  a  Mr.  Jackman  paid  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  bread  and  cheese  and  ale,  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  for  a  cupboard  to  sleep  in, 
and  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  his  breakfast. 
I  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  all 
being  done  to  keep  away  men  with  moderate 
means,  and  more  especially  working-men  anglers. 
Good,  very.  My  friend  says  a  water  I  fished  a 
few  years  ago  at  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  a 
year  is  now  £3  3s.,  with  exorbitant  charges  for 
lodgings  and  food. 

I  could  mention  two  other  good  men  and 
true  who  were  charged  (much  to  their  disgust) 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  a  drink  of  ale, 
biscuit  and  cheese,  not  one  huhdred  miles  from 
Canterbury. 

Anglers  all  round  should  resist  this  species  of 
robbery  tooth  and  nail ;  but  why  anglers  of  all 
mortals  (who  have  so  many  disappointments  and 
sufferings  to  undergo)  should  be  selected  as 
targets  for  these  miserable  harpies  to  fire  at  I 
cannot  understand,  unless  it  is  that  we  are  such 
a  patient,  amiable,  uncomplaining,  and  suffering 
set  they  think  we  shall  meekly  pay  up  just  what 
they  ask  and  say  nothing,  or,  in  other  words, 
“  grin  and  bear  it  ’’ ;  but  one  of  these  days  they 
may  find  themselves  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
hedge.  I  sincerely  hope  they  will. — I  am,  &c., 
_  M.  A. 


“  THE  SACRED  BATH.” 

Dear  Sir, — The  tale  of  the  “  Worshipping 
Fish  ”  reads  very  well — all  the  better  for  having 
a  “  local  habitation  and  a  name  ”  ascribed  to  it. 
It  is  almost  a  new  departure,  though  the  attitude 
of  the  devout  fishes  somewhat  reminds  one  of 
their  finny  brethren  in  the  “  Fisherman  and  the 
Genie  ”  (as  it  appeared  before  Lane  or  Burton  in 
the  old,  old  “  Arabian  Nights  ”  of  sixty  years  ago), 
who  lifted  up  their  heads  in  the  frying-pan  to 
make  their  mysterious  confession  of  faith.  But 
the  concluding  quotation,  beautiful  as  it  is,  seems 
rather  out  of  place.  It  is  a  marvel  of  the  sea,  not 
of  the  fresh  waters,  which  Coleridge’s  ancient 
mariner  is  describing.  He  tells  how  in  the  tropical 
calm, 

“Below  the  shadow  of  the  ship, 

I  watched  the  water-snakes,  &c., 

proceeding,  as  in  “  G.  H.’s”  quotation,  with  a  won¬ 
derful  picture  of  moving  life  in  a  highly  phospho¬ 
rescent  ocean,  I  have  never  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  becalmed  in  the  tropics,  but  I  have  seen  on 
a  warm  night  in  Port  Jackson  a  grand  display  of 
the  marine  fireworks  described.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  effect  produced  by  the  rush  of  a  por¬ 
poise  in  pursuit  of  a  shoal  of  small  fish,  into  the 
darkness  of  the  sheltered  bay  where  my  boat  was 
anchored.  A  huge  shape  of  fire,  like  some  fabled 
sea  monster,  he  rolled  billows  of  light  before  him, 
and  scattered  a  fiery  shower  aloft,  while  a  host  of 
lesser  shapes,  each  outlined  in  flame,  darted  and 
flashed  aud  sparkled  around.  It  would  have 
made  a  grand  subject  for  Mr.  Brock  1 

Begging  “  G.  H.’s ’’  pardon  for  suggesting  that 
*'  his  own  thunder  ”  might  have  dispensed  with  the 
borrowed  lightning, — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
_  F. 


OTTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  information  of  “  Norse¬ 
man,  please  allow  me  to  say  that  it  is  by  no 
means  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  find  a  female 
otter  suckling  her  young  towards  the  end  of 
February.  Adult  otters  pair  from  about  a  fort¬ 
night  to  a  week  before  Christmas,  and,  as  they  go 
nine  weeks,  or  sixty-three  days,  same  as  do  our 
land  dogs — for  the  otter  is  the  water  dog — the 
regular  time  for  them  to  whelp  is  the  last  week  in 
February  or  first  week  in  March.  The  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  weather  has  got  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  breeding  of  otters. 

I  have  got  baby  otters  in  every  month  of  the 
year,  just  as  we  see  puppy  dogs  all  the  year  round. 
The  explanation  is,  that  female  otters  breed  as 
they  arrive  at  maturity. 

.  surprising  how  little  people,  even  in  rural 
districts,  through  which  fish-producing  streams 
flow,  know  about  the  otter  aud  its  ways.  No 
doubt  the  reason  is  that  the  habits  of  the  otter 
being  nocturnal,  very  few  people  see  them  in  tl}© 
daytime, 
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On  one  occasion  that  one  of  my  tame  otters  was 
following  me  through  the  town,  two  countrymen 
halted  right  in  front  of  me,  and,  with  their  mouths 
opened  to  the  utmost,  looked  in  bewilderment  at 
my  pet. 

“  Mick,  you  divil,”  said  one  to  the  other,  “  look 
at  the  big  rot  (rat)  foilin’  the  gintleman  1  ” 

“  Arrab,  whisht  wid  yer  rot,”  returned  Mick; 
“  shure,  that’s  not  a  rot,  but  a  wather  bin.” 

Mr.  Woods’  (Stenness)  351b.  otter  was  certainly 
a  large  one,  but  I  have  seen  a  male  otter  of  that 
weight,  and  its  skin  when  dressed  was  nearly  as 
large  as  that  of  a  calf  — Yours,  &c., 

Killaloe,  Ireland.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


THE  NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  “  SCIENTIFIC 
ANGLER.” 

Dear  Sir, — We  thank  you  very  sincerely  for 
your  repeated  favourable  critique  of  the  fourth 
English  edition  of  the  above  work,  and  intend 
adopting  your  suggestion  in  re  index  of  illustra¬ 
tions.  Anent  your  correction  of  our  statement  in 
the  preface  as  to  the  illustrations  of  the  life  history 
of  the  Ephemerida  order,  all  we  can  state  is  that 
we  had  never  seen  Mr.  Halford’s  latest  work 
until  after  your  critique  appeared.  Our  account 
with  Messrs.  Sampson  Low  and  Co.  shows  that 
two  copies  of  Mr.  Halford’s  “  Floating  Flies”  have 
been  had  by  us,  but  not  a  single  copy  of  the  work 
to  which  you  refer — an  evident  error  of  ours,  as 
we  have  a  small  angling  library  of  ancient  and 
modern  works,  and  we  are  at  all  times  anxious  to 
obtain  new  works  of  import. 

The  second  work  (French)  is  so  scarce,  we  hear, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  we  had  not  heard  of  or  seen 
it.  The  series  of  illustrations  of  larva  and  pupa 
of  the  Olive  Dun  and  May  Fly  we  illustrate 
have  been  sketched  from  life,  from  specimens 
obtained  from  the  Okeover  Club  length  of  the 
Dove,  and  have  therefore  an  interest  separate 
from  those  of  Mr.  Halford’s,  which  are  not  of  this 
part  of  the  country.  Again  thanking  you. — 
Yours  faithfully,  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  trout  fishing 
season  in  the  Dublin  district,  little  has  been 
attempted,  much  less  accomplished,  in  the  matter 
of  sport.  Chances  have  been  against  the  rod- 
fisher.  The  rivers  continue  low,  and  a  renewal 
of  extremely  severe  wintry  weather  will  probably 
account  for  the  lack  of  rods.  However,  the 
several  “hardy  members  ”  of  the  “  Anglers  ”  and 
“  Star  ”  clubs  who  tried  their  luck  were  fairly 
successful.  On  the  former  society’s  preserves  at 
Blessington  a  few  baskets  of  nice  fish  are  occa¬ 
sionally  taken — from  ^lb.  to  21b. — and  presenting 
a  good  plump  well-fed  appearance. 

The  Star  Club  delegates’  report  is  favourable.  Mr.  Oscar 
May,  operating  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liffey,  between 
Chapelizod  and  Lucan,  hooked  seven  brown  trout  in  a 
couple  of  hours,  from  Jib.  to  2Rb.  The  Liffey,  about  Lucan, 
has  always  abounded  with  trout,  and  as  there  is  plenty  of 
broken  water,  artificial  fly-fishing  affords  excellent  enjoy¬ 
ment  under  favourable  circumstances. 


In  the  eastern  district,  at  Ballycoris  (Carrickmines 
Station),  there  is  a  brown  trout  stream  which  hitherto  has 
attracted  many  rods.  Fishing  there  is  free,  and  though 
the  results  of  experiments  this  season  are  backward  so  far, 
I  have  no  doubt  next  month  will  alter  matters  materially. 
Five  fish  on  Monday  and  eight  on  Tuesday  were  landed  by 
Mr.  William  Devine,  of  Dublin,  in  a  short  space  and  in 
adverse  weather.  Some  others  were  on  the  river,  but  did 
not  do  much.  _ 

In  the  Dublin  arena  there  are  some  hundred  rivers, 
tributaries,  &c.  The  fish-giving  qualities  of  most  of  the 
principal  ones,  I  have  expounded  in  former  seasons,  and 
with  our  Editor’s  permission,  it  is  my  intention,  as  this 
season  advances,  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  best  of 
those  stretches  to  which  an  angler’s  visit  will  be  well 
repaid.  _ 


Salmon  angling  on  the  Slaney  (Co.  Wexford)  is  now 
open.  Several  have  fished,  and  some  nice  ones  have  been 
taken.  The  nets  at  Enniscorthy  and  St.  John’s  are  doing 
well,  and  many  up  to  331b.  have  been  caught.  There  are 
several  beautiful  salmon  preserves  along  the  Slaney, 
notably  of  Loftus  Bryan,  Esq.,  and  H.  Adairs,  near  Ferns, 
where,  in  past  years,  many  English  anglers  have  spent 
successful  days.  April  and  May  are  splendid  months  for 
this  great  river,  although  tip-top  sport  can  always  be 
relied  on  up  to  the  close.  The  usual  license  is  of  course 
necessary,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Town  Clerk, 
Enniscorthy.  _ 

.  Whilst  speaking  of  sport  in  Wexford,  a  curious  and 
interesting  fact  is  related  to  us  in  the  recently  published 
memoir  of  Mr.  Arthur  McMurrough  Kavanagh,  late  M.P. 
for  that  county.  The  memoir  is  from  the  pen  of  his  cousin, 
Mrs.  Steel,  and  contains  many  interesting  details  as  to  his 
remarkable  qualities  as  a  sportsman.  Mr.  Kavanagh  was 


born  without  either  arms  or  legs— nothing  but  the  trunk 
and  head— yet  for  years  he  sat  in  Parliament.  He  was 
usually  carried  about  in  a  basket  strapped  to  a  man 
attendant’s  back.  I  have  frequently  seen  him  myself,  and 
he  greatly  disliked  being  stared  at.  However,  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  he  was  an  ardent  angler,  and  on  his  own  pre¬ 
serve  has  often  landed  a  301b.  salmon  with  the  same  ease 
and  skill  as  the  most  expert  Waltonian.  The  secret  was, 
that  by  constant  practice  from  childhood,  he  so  practised 
the  “stumps” of  arms  (which  extended  only  a  few  inches) 
to  do  almost  everything  necessary  without  the  aid  of  hooks. 
As  a  rod-fisher  he  would  remain  where  placed  on  a  salmon 
bank  for  hours,  and  revel  in  the  glories  of  the  sport. 


The  fishermen’s  strike  at  Ringsond  (Dublin)  which  has 
extended  for  the  past  two  months  has  been  settled  this 
week,  the  men  returning  under  the  old  rules  slightly 
modified  in  their  favour,  Thirteen  trawlers  went  to  sea  on 
Monday  and  fifty  more  put  out  on  Tuesday. 


Fishing  in  Co.  Wicklow  commences  on  the  12th  instant, 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  paragraph  in  these  Notes  of  last  issue  con¬ 
cerning  the  Northern  Anglers’ Association  appears 
to  have  been  of  a  character  likely  to  be  mis¬ 
understood.  The  “  incomplete  condition  of  the 
council  ”  alluded  to  the  number  of  those  who 
had  accepted  the  election,  and  not  to  its  general 
efficiency;  and  the  “necessary  reforms”  to 
angling  laws,  &c.,  generally,  and  not  to  any 
reforms  needed  in  the  council.  The  writer  trusts 
this  will  remove  any  apparent  slight,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  was  never  intended  to  be  conveyed. 

Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  last  trout  season,  one 
of  the  Manchester  anglers  succeeded  in  capturing  a  mag¬ 
nificent  specimen,  which  weighed  on  his  return  home 
81b.  lOoz.  Since  then  nothing  has  been  heard  of  it  until 
this  week,  when  I  was  favoured  with  a  view  of  this  same 
specimen  as  it  appears  in  its  very  handsome  case.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Linney,  the  captor,  it  is  now  on  view 
at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Sam  Brooks,  Chancery-lane, 
Ardwick,  and  all  anglers  will  do  well  to  pay  a  visit  of 
inspection.  We  have  long  heard  of  these  monsters,  and 
have  now  located  in  our  midst  the  latest  addition. 


It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  river  Irwell, 
now  flowing,  or  rather  creeping,  through  our  midst  in  all 
its  inky  filthiness,  was  once  the  delight  of  anglers 
generally,  and  especially  salmon  fishermen.  It  is  a  fact, 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  salmon  were 
so  very  plentiful  in  this  same  river,  that  it  was  customary 
to  state  in  the  indentures  of  any  apprentice  that  he  or 
she  must  not  be  fed  on  salmon  more  than  twice  a  week. 
What  a  revolution ! 


From  every  quarter  wTe  learn  that  coarse  fish  are  off 
their  feed,  and  the  few  taken  lately  show  unmistakable 
signs  of  an  early  spawning  time. 


Next  Thursday  will  be  an  eventful  day  amongst  the 
Manchester  fishermen,  for  the  meeting  of  the  local 
association  is  fixed  to  take  place  then,  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Buckland  Club,  the  Queen  Adelaide  Hotel, 
Chancery-lane,  Ardwick.  We  have  been  favoured  with 
printed  copies  of  the  rules  and  notes  of  the  proposed 
alterations  therein,  and  we  are  assured  that  there  will  be 
other  important  matters  brought  up  for  discussion.  The 
question  of  defaulting  members,  which  chiefly  concerns 
one  or  two  clubs,  will  be  forced  upon  the  meeting,  and  the 
old  bone  of  contention  as  to  one  or  two  men  who  have 
been  refused  claims  for  prizes  of  last  year  will  be  re¬ 
opened.  Will  clubs  having  any  business  to  place  on  the 
agenda  paper  kindly  communicate  at  once  with  the 
secretary  ?  _ 


Local  fishing  tackle  outfitters  are  as  usual  looking  out 
for  a  busy  season,  and  prominent  amongst  these  comes 
Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom,  who  has  long  occupied  a  front 
parlour  in  this  department.  Mr.  David  Reid,  of  Oldham- 
street,  is  well  in  the  front  with  his  large  supply  of  nets 
and  lines ;  whilst  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Co.  are  making 
great  efforts  to  uphold  their  old-established  reputation  as 
caterers  for  all  kinds  of  angling  requisites. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

A  very  important  meeting  of  the  committee  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Association  on  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing,  March  5.  Mr.  T.  Cole  presided.  The  minutes 
of  the  special  committee  meeting,  held  Feb.  19, 
were  read  and  received,  when  the  President  gave 
in  a  report  of  his  visit  to  a  new  society  being 
formed  at  the  Fountain  Inn,  Heath  Mill-lane. 
The  report  was  not  of  a  very  flattering  description,  and 
an  objection  was  raised  by  the  Deretend  Society,  who  sent 
a  delegate  to  oppose  the  affiliation  of  the  society,  on  the 
grounds  that  it  was  within  the  half-mile  radius  of  their 
society,  and  that  if  the  new  club  was  accepted  into  the 
Association  it  would  interfere  with  their  society,  which 
had  in  time  past  been  weakened  by  the  formation  of  new 
societies  in  the  district.  The  committee,  after  careful  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  application,  refused  to  accept  the  society 
on  the  grounds  that  by  so  doing  it  would  interfere  with 
other  societies  already  affiliated.  Another  application  was 
made  by  a  society  being  formed  at  the  White  Hart  Inn, 
Main-street,  Sparkbrook.  Messrs.  Dance  and  Coles  were 
the  visitors  appointed,  who  stated  that  the  club  was  not 
properly  constituted,  and  that  their  application  was  of  an 
informal  character,  and  on  these  grounds  the  committee 
decided  to  refer  their  application  back  to  them.  A  society 
called  the  West  End,  which  had  removed  from  one  house 
to  another  without  the  permission  of  the  Association,  and 
also  against  the  interests  of  clubs  already  established  in 
the  district  where  they  had  removed  to,  appealed  to  the 


1  and  asked  them  to  rescind  their  resolution  passed 

at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee,  as  one  of 
the  clubs  m  the  district  had  withdrawn  all  opposition  to 
them,  and  were  in  favour  of  them  staying  at  their  present 
quarters.  1  his  matter  took  up  a  great  portion  of  the  even- 
mg,  and  brought  on  a  long discussion,  when  it  was  resolved 
that,  while  recognising  the  conciliatory  action  of  the  Oak 
society,  re  West  End  Society,  the  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  they  had  no  reason  to  alter  their  decision,  but 
that  the  case  stand  over  for  the  West  End  Society  to  make 
a  formal  application  to  stay  at  their  present  quarters,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  club  to  be  visited,  and  the  Sirring  Hill 
Society,  which  had  strongly  opposed  them,  to  be  again 
consulted  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Dance’s  new  bye-law  was 
next  taken  and  discussed,  which  resulted  in  wording  of 
the  same  beingslightly  altered,  and  will  now  read  :  “ That 
no  new  club  be  admitted  into  the  Association  only  in  ex¬ 
ceptional  cases,  when  extraordinary  powers  shall  be  given 
to  the  committee  respecting  their  admission.  This  will  be 
brought  before  the  general  body  of  delegates  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting  for  confirmation  or  otherwise.”  The 
secretary  read  a  very  important  letter  from  the  Bird  in 
Hand  Society,  in  which  it  stated  that  a  poacher  had  been 
caught  red-handed  throwing  up  the  fish  in  the  club  water 
at  Hoobrook,  near  Kidderminster,  with  chloride  of  lime, 
and  asked  the  committee  to  take  the  matter  in  hand.  This 
the  committee  decided  to  do,  and  also  instructed  the  secre¬ 
tary  to  instruct  the  Association  solicitors  to  prosecute  on 
their  behalf.  I  have  made  the  necessary  enquiries,  and 
have  found  that  the  poaching  occurred  in  a  stream  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  water  in  question,  and  that  the  stream  is 
nothing  to  do  with  the  club,  but  belongs  to  a  Kidder¬ 
minster  solicitor,  and  the  police  have  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  further  may  be  heard  of  it.  A  notice  of  motion  from 
Mr.  J.  Allen,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  all  new  societies 
pay  an  entrance  fee  of  three  guineas,  brought  the  meeting 
to  a  close.  On  the  Avon  very  little  has  been  done,  but  I 
hear  that  the  Cliff  Association  are  looking  forward  to  a 
good  trout  season,  as  they  have  stocked  their  water  with 
trout,  which  are  reported  to  have  done  remarkably  well. 


I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the  Worcester  County  Council 
have  given  six  months’  notice  to  the  Worcester  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  discontinue  emptying  the  sewage  of  the  city  into 
the  Severn. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Close  of  the  Season. 

With  the  close  of  to-day  (Saturday)  the  term 
for  the  weighing  in  of  coarse  fish  amongst  the 
angling  societies  of  Nottingham  and  district 
expires  as  the  result  of  the  winter’s  campaign, 
and  as  a  consequence  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act.  Generally  speaking,  I  fear  the  season  has 
not  been  a  very  successful  one.  The  long  spell 
of  frost  before  and  after  Christmas  militated 
considerably  against  the  chances  of  sport,  and  even  when 
it  disappeared  the  fish  never  seemed  in  a  thoroughly 
taking  humour.  Of  course  there  were  exceptions,  although 
these  were  few  and  far  between.  Throughout  February 
the  Trent,  owing  to  the  absence  of  rain,  kept  remarkably 
low  and  clear,  and  the  clearness  of  the  river  during  the 
second  month  in  the  year  invariably  handicaps  the  most 
skilful  devotees  of  winter  angling.  Chub  and  pike  experts 
are  favoured  by  a  bright  running  water,  and  it  is  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  state  that  many  very  fine  fish  have,  since  Christmas, 
found  their  way  into  their  baskets.  Perhaps  the  largest 
specimen  of  the  Esox  ucius  family  was  killed  last  week.  It 
weighed  14Rb.,  and  was  taken,  with  others  of  considerable 
size,  in  the  Mansfield  district— probably  in  the  Duke  of 
Portland’s  extensive  reservoir.  The  successful  capturer, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Jackson,  is  a  member  of  the  Nottingham  Wel¬ 
lington  Society,  and  he  will  be  run  very  close  in  the  com¬ 
petition  by  Mr.  W.  Hortton,  who,  a  few  days  previously, 
weighed  in  one  of  41b.  2oz.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  in 
the  true  interests  of  angling,  that  pike  fishing  is  not  pro¬ 
hibited  on  all  waters  at  the  end  of  December.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  the  fish  are  not  nearly  so  numerous  in  the 
Trent  as  they  were  a  dozen  years  ago,  and  when  paltry  and 
undersized  specimens  are  taken  right  up  to  the  close  of 
the  season  we  must  be  prepared  to  accept  a  still  further 
falling  off  in  the  supply.  On  some  of  the  private  waters 
the  owners  do  not  allow  any  pike  fishing  after  January, 
and  their  example  ought  certainly  to  be  followed  by 
others.  As  regards  chub  fishing  during  the  season,  there 
is  no  doubt  the  heaviest  individual  takes  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  use  of  pith  (bullock’s  pith  and  brains).  The 
employment  of  greaves  has  not  been  so  extensively  re¬ 
sorted  to  as  in  previous  seasons,  and  as  a  staunch  advocate 
of  pith,  I  am  glad  to  know  of  the  change.  When  once  a 
keen  fisherman  recognises  the  killing  powers  of  pith,  he 
will,  I  opine,  stand  firmly  by  it  as  a  bait.  Greaves  may 
be  useful  in  their  place— and  in  the  summer  months  they 
account  for,  perhaps,  bigger  barbel  than  the  worm— but  in 
the  winter  they  are  not  to  be  compared  with  pith.  Chub, 
however,  have  their  peculiarities.  Any  angler  who  is 
familiar  with  the  Shardlow  private  reach  knows  very 
well  that  the  water  contains  any  reasonable  quantity  of 
the  fish,  but  from  some  cause  or  the  other  they  cannot  be 
persuaded  to  take  either  pith  or  greaves.  Their  favourite 
food  is  the  worms,  and  all  the  old  subscribers  swear  by  it. 
It  was  reported  some  weeks  ago  that  Mr.  John  Bailey,  a 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Bailey,  had  killed  in  the  fishery 
with  pith  something  like  a  score  of  chub,  and  for  satisfac¬ 
tion  I  trust  Mr.  Bailey  himself  may  let  our  Nottingham 
“spodgers”  know  whether  his  big  take  resulted  from  the 
use  of  the  white  dainty  morsel  in  question.  Anglers  of  the 
stamp  of  Mr.  John  Heaker,  Mr.  Aptes  Leek,  Mr.  Albert 
West,  Mr.  Albert  Hazard  and  others  who  have  frequented 
the  river  at  Shardlow  for  years,  have  never  yet  found  pith 
to  prove  an  attraction,  and  last  Saturday  I  tried  the  water 
down  without  even  getting  so  much  as  a  nibble.  The  same 
thing  prevails  at  Weston,  Foremark,  and  Willington, 
which  are  above  Shardlow,  and  I  am  unaware  of  any  of 
the  Derby  contingent  trying  the  bait  in  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  Dove.  Only  once  have  I  known  a  Nottingham 
gentleman  to  hook  a  chub  with  it  in  the  Dove.  This  was 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cooper,  who  is  now  and  has  been  for  years  past 
the  respected  host  of  the  Elephant  and  Castle  Inn,  in 
Hounds  Gate,  Nottingham,  and  who  is  passionately  fond 
of  angling  pursuits.  Shardlow,  it  should  be  stated,  isonly 
about  a  couple  of  miles  from  Sawley,  and  yet  here,  and 
also  at  Thrumpton,  which  follows  close  at  hand,  the  chub- 
hing  brigade  have,  at  times,  enjoyed  excellent  sport  with 
pith.  How  to  account  for  such  inconsistency  on  the  part 
of  the  fish  in  waters  actually  adjoining  each  other  is  a 
“  puzzler  ”  to  the  most  scientific  piscator. 
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Coarse  fish  anglers  must  not  expect  much  at  thehands  of 
the  executive  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  The  powers  of 
the  Board  are  limited,  and  at  the  recent  annual  meeting 
of  the  members,  held  in  Derby,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
for  applying  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  an  extension  of  their 
jurisdiction.  It  seems  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  the 
Board  do  not  locate  a  paid  water  bailiff  at  Nottingham. 
Renshaw,  1  he  one  at  Derby,  has  plenty  of  work  to  do  in 
the  Derbyshire  and  Staffordshire  districts,  and  so  far  his 
face  has  never  been  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent  in  the 
immediate  locality  of  Nottingham.  The  other  bailiff.  Swan- 
wick,  is  stationed  at  Newark,  and  he  finds  enough  to  do 
looking  after  the  waters  below  that  once  historic  strong¬ 
hold.  During  last  year  the  executive  of  the  Board  issued, 
according  to  the  annual  report,  nearly  two  thousand 
three  hundred  trout  licenses  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  each,  and  yet  the  funds  in  hand  are  barely 
over  C20.  I  am  afraid  that  only  one  or  two  of  our  angling 
societies  contribute  anything  towards  the  working  ex¬ 
penses  of  tie  Board;  the  Board  do  not  give  enough  en¬ 
couragement  to  coarse  fish  angling,  especially  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer  season.  They  will  perhaps  very  soon 
impose  a  shilling  tax  on  every  rod  used,  and  the  imposi¬ 
tion  will  create  a  great  hubbub  for  a  time.  No  reasonable 
angler,  I  am  sure,"  will  grumble  at  the  levy,  but  if  it  be¬ 
comes  general,  the  least  the  Board  can  do  in  return  is  to 
station  a  professional  water  bailiff  in  the  “lace  city.” 
The  fact  is  one  has  been  urgontly  required  for  years.  We 
have  a  few  amateur  bailiffs,  but  they  are  not  likely  to  in¬ 
terfere  amongst  the  scum  associated  with  netting,  blowing 
up,  and  skull-dragging,  If  they  did  they  might  possibly 
get  blown  up  themselves. 


Sport  on  the  Trent  during  the  last  week  or  ten  days  has 
been  chiefly  restricted  to  chub  fishing  with  pith  and  the 
cockspur  worm.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  W.  Hodgson,  of 
the  Wellington  Society, showed  up  with  a  grand  lot  of  fish, 
which  he  had  taken  in  private  waters  near  Hoveringham  ; 
the  heaviest  weighed  31b.  12oz.,  and  was  recorded  on  the 
society's  books.  It  is  very  likely  indeed  to  secure  premier 
honours  in  its  class.  Another  member,  Mr.  J.  Greaves, 
displayed  several  very  choice  perch  from  the  Weston 
length.  One  he  weighed  in  turned  the  beam  at  lib.  2oz., 
and  this  will  now  require  some  beating  in  the  prize  com¬ 
petitions.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  perch  are 
yearly  growing  considerably  more  scarce  in  the  river.  A 
good  angler  may  now  try  all  he  knows  during  a  day’s 
outing  without  killing  a  fish,  and  in  waters  which  fairly 
swarmed  with  them  a  score  years  ago,  the  utmost  diffi¬ 
culty  is  now  experienced  in  finding  any  at  all.  I  suppose 
the  diminuition  may  bo  attributed  to  the  rapid  growth  of 
pollution,  which,  in  the  season,  has  destroyed  the  ova  of 
the  female  fish.  I  have  heard  it  stated  on  good  authority 
that  the  famous  back  water  at  Clifton,  known  as  the  “home 
pit,”  was  recently  netted,  by  order  of  the  Squire  (Mr. 
Harkham  Clifton),  and  that  some  monster  pike  were 
taken.  Fifteen,  running  from  121b.  to  201b.  each,  are  said 
to  have  been  retained  ;  whilst  a  number  of  small  ones  were 
placed  in  the  Trent  below  the  hall.  In  the  days  of  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Clifton,  it  was  possible  to  obtain  permission  to 
fish  the  “  pit,”  which  is  fed  by  the  Trent  by  means  of  an 
in-flowing  brook,  and  I  may  say  that  I  have  assisted  in  the 
capture  therein  of  several  in  the  teens.  Now,  however, 
the  fishing  is  kept  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  friends  of  the  present  squire. 


Imports  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fisiiing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,’'  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope , 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings j 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  16,  at  8.30. 
This  association  has  3,600  members,  not  360  as  was  er¬ 
roneously  stated  last  week.— R.  Giturney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— Nearly  fifty  members  of  the 
Anglers’  Association  took  part  in  the  competition  at  the 
North  Star  Inn,  Langley.  Bucks,  near  Slough, for  hits.,  given 
by  the  worthy  host  (Mr.  David  Pit, house).  Though  the 
weather  was  wet  and  miserable,  the  following  was  the 
weight  of  fish  weighed  in  W.  Pearce,  of  the  Marylebone 
A.S.,  jack,  31b.  7oz.  ;  then  came  one  of  21b.  9oz.  ;  one  of 
21b.  ijoz.  ;  one  of  lib.  looz. ;  our  old  and  esteemed  friend 
Mr.  Reid,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  caught  a  capital 
perch,  scaling  lib.  lOoz.  Several  other  anglers  had  fish,  but 
did  not  weigh  in.  Mr.  Pithouse  has  promised  another 
prize  to  be  fished  for  next  season.  Brother  anglers  must 
not  forget  to  patronise  the  North  Star  when  visiting 
Langley.— B.  Abrahams. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  2.— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will  take 
place  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians,  held  at  the  Sun  Tavern, 
Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell,  on  Monday,  March  16,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  March  17,  at  the  St.  George’s  Angling 
Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  St.  George'e-road,  Peckham.  As 
this  club  is  always  represented  at  every  visit  on  both  lists, 
I  hope  all  brother  anglers  will  rally  round  and  give  them 
a  bumper.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Cambridge  Friendly  on  the 
lltli  inst.  Although  it  was  a  rough  night  thirteen  clubs 
were  represented.  The  Angler’s  Benevolent  box  was  opened 
and  found  to  contain  seventeen  shillings.  Mr.  Abrahams, 
jun.,  kindly  made  the  amount  up  to  twenty  shillings.  The 
next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Cobden  at  the  Cobden  Club, 
Kensal-road,  Westbourne  Park,  on  Friday,  the  20th  inst.— 
J.  Jennings. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  confirmed  ;  it  was  pro¬ 
posed,  seconded,  and  carried,  that,  a  general  meeting  is  to 
take  place  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  all  members  must  attend 
as  we  have  some  urgent  business  to  transact.  I  am  sorry 
to  have  sent,  in  last  week’s  issue  of  the  Fish  tin/  Gazette, 
the  name  of  Gittings,  it  should  have  been  Gilling,  that 
gentleman  gives  five  shillings  to  be  fished  for.  Many 
thanks  to  Mr.  D.  Pithouse,  of  Langley,  for  the  generous 
way  he  treated  our  anglers  on  the  8th  inst.— B.  Abraham, 
secretary. 


Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-stroet, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— The  result  of  our  competition  on  the 
8th  inst.  at  Sunbury.  Tho  following  members  took  the 
prizes  in  the  order  named  :  —  Messrs.  G.  Marriott,  H. 
Jefferies,  W.  Halstead,  and  J.  Fairburn.  Messrs.  J.  Reed, 
and  T.  Smith  had  a  show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday, 
J.  Pails  weighed  in  a  jack,  3  Jib.  I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  next  week  is  quarterly  night.— J.  Pails,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— Mr.  Harding  weighed 
in  roach  and  dace  on  the  8th.  I  trust  members  will  show 
up  on  Wednesday  next,  as  it  is  quarterly  night.— W.  H. 
Potter,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— 1  am  sorry  to  have  to  record 
that  out  of  four  prizes  fished  for  on  the  8th  inst.  at  Woking 
only  one  was  taken.  We  might  have  had  better  sport  had 
it  not  been  for  the  bad  weather  and  the  river  running  so 
fast.  The  only  fish  taken  was  by  Mr.  Barraclough,  and 
that  was  a  bream  weighing  211).  ljoz.,  which  takes  first 
prize,  a  handsome  meerschaum  pipe,  presented  by  our 
host,  Mr.  Grigg.— J.  Rich,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.  —  On  the  8th  inst, 
our  members  were  out  in  strong  force  to  finish  tho  season, 
and  some  very  good  shows  of  fish  was  the  result.  Mr.  G. 
Merry  having  a  handsome  show  of  roach,  taking  the  first 
prize ;  Mr.  Robinson  with  bream  taking  the  second  prize  ; 
Mr.  McCormack  having  a  nice  jack,  taking  third  prize  ; 
and  Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  having  some  nice  roach  taking  the 
fourth  prize ;  Mr.  Lattimore  weighed  in  some  very  nice 
perch  ;  Mr.  W.  Embleton,  jun.  having  some  good  roach; 
Mr.  Whitebread  also  having  a  nice  show  of  roach;  Mr. 
Hake  having  roach,  and  Mr.  Rowe  having  roach,  bring¬ 
ing  the  season  to  a  very  successful  close.  We  also  have 
a  competition  in  the  fence  months  for  a  series  of  prizes 
trout  fishing.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
District  takes  place  on  Monday,  March  16,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  that  there  is  another  meeting  on  the  same 
night,  but  being  no  fault  of  mine,  I  hope  we  shall  receive  a 
good  visit.— E.  R,  Embleton,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Sunbury,  for  prizes,  with 
the  following  result :  J.  Tucker,  first ;  H.  Metcalf,  second ; 
W.  Gibbs,  third.  Mr.  Howard  brought  up  81b.  6oz.  of 
roach  and  dace,  largest  roach  lib.  5Joz.  Mr.  Scutt  had 
81b.  of  fine  roach  from  Thames,  but  arrived  to  late  to 
weigh  in.  Members  will  please  note  next  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night,  when  all  arrears  must  be  paid  up.  We 
then  start  on  the  reduced  scale,  Is.  6d.  entrance  fee,  2d.  per 
week,  and  os.  per  annum  for  honorary  members,  including 
railway  privilege  ticket.— J.  Tucker,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  members  of  this  club 
fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  on  March  8  for  eight 
prizes.  It  was  a  roving  match,  and  the  weather  being 
anything  but  favourable,  only  seven  of  the  prizes  were 
taken :  First,  Mr.  Hopkins  ;  second,  Mr.  Himes ;  third,  Mr. 
Starsmeire;  fourth,  Mr.  Mumford ;  fifth,  Mr.  Johnson; 
sixth,  Mr.  Pindar  ;  and  seventh,  Mr.  T.  Gloster.  While 
fishing  at  Reading  on  March  8,  Mr.  C.  Starsmoare  landed 
a  fine  trout  of  at  least  81b.  weight.  The  fish  was  immedi¬ 
ately  returned  to  the  water.  On  Tuesday  last  we  received 
a  visit  from  the  clubs  on  the  South  London  United  Visiting 
List,  and  notwithstanding  tho  terrific  snowstorm  raging 
at  the  time,  no  less  than  fifteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll 
call.  These  were  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Second  Surrey, 
Rodney,  Peckham  Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride,  Battersea 
Friendly,  Waggoners,  Blackfriars,  St.  George’s,  Grange, 
Clapham  Junction,  North  Lambeth,  Amicable  Excelsior, 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  and  Earlsfield.  Mr.  Smith  ably 
presided  over  tho  meeting,  and  he  was  supported  right 
and  left  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  and  Mr.  Ghas.  Hastell. 
Harmony  was  the  rule,  and  many  songs  were  sung.  We 
wish  to  thank  those  clubs  that  attended.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  April  28. 
On  March  10,  Mr.  Wright  attended  and  opened  our 
Vnglers’  Benevolent  box,  which  was  found  to  contain 
£1  2s.  2Jd.  On  'f  uesday,  March  24,  Mr.  J.  Deplidge  will  read 
a  paper,  “A  Sketch  of  the  River  Wey.”  We  trust  our 
friends  will  rally  round  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  assist 
us  in  giving  Mr.  Deplidge  a  good  audience.— G.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— Only  two  members  n  eighed  in  on  the  8th 
inst.  viz.,  Mr.  W.  Streeter,  61b.  dace,  and  Mr.  D.  Dodson, 
5Jlb.  dace.  On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  James  Smith  weighed  in 
one  of  the  largest  takes  of  loach  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  recording  since  I  have  held  the  office  of  secretary. — A. 
Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 

Southwark  street.— For  some  weeks  past  the  members  of 
the  above  club  have  been  accustomed  to  “decent  ”  displays 
of  fish  upon  the  trays,  but  on  the  8th  inst.  the  weigh-in  of 
Mr.  Robert  Atchison  appropriated  tho  pastry.  There  were 
only  eleven  fish,  but  they  looked  very  nice— seven  roach, 
lib.  12oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  four  of  lib.  2oz.  each;  one 
chub,  31b.  12oz. ;  one  perch,  lib.  12oz. ;  and  two  perch,  Jib. 
each.  Mr.  Westlake  also  showed  a  nice  specimen  dace. 
The  members  are  reminded  that  they  may  fish  the  Lea  up 
to  the  31st  inst.,  and,  should  this  second  edition  of  old 
Father  Christmas  permit,  wo  may  yet  “dig  out”  a  few 
more  specimens  and  not  consider  it  infra  dig.— G.  H. 
Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms,  Bomore-road, 
Notting-hill.— Owing  to  the  rough  weather  very  few  of  our 
members  went  out  on  the  8th  inst.  to  fish  for  the  two 
prizes  given  by  Mr.  Holder  and  Mr.  Griffiths  (as  reported 
last  week),  viz.,  a  silver  cup  and  money  prize.  Mr.  Wood¬ 
ford  being  the  winner  of  the  cup,  with  two  dace,  the  only 
prize  taken.— H.  Hamilton,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. —  The  following  mem¬ 
bers  weighed  in  during  the  past  week  :— Mr.  Taylor,  roach, 
41b.  13Joz. ;  Mr.  Nutkins,  roach,  61b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  West,  dace 
and  roach,  61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Hoare,  roach,  141b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Jennings,  jack,  151b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Mayerle,  dace  and  roach. 
51b.  lOloz.  ;  Mr.  Clark,  roach,  61b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Spalding, 
dace  and  roach,  21b.  6Joz. ;  Mr.  Chapman,  jack,  51b.  7Joz.— 
Total,  691b.  9.1oz.  Members  can  fish  the  Lee  and  other  open 
waters  till  the  end  of  March  for  all  prizes  not  competed 
for.— J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W.— On  the  8th  inst.,  being  the  finish  of 
the  season,  the  members  of  the  above  club  held  a  roving 
competition  for  six  prizes  and  a  supper,  the  following 
weighed  in  :— Mr.  E.  Briggs,  a  very  pretiy  jack  of  10|lb. ; 
Mr.  Airs,  jack  ;  Mr.  Moore,  roach  and  jack;  Mr.  Brown, 
jack  ;  Mr.  F.  Briggs,  roach  ;  Mr.  Alcock,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Moodie,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Roach,  roach.  'Die  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with  this  compe¬ 
tition  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  the  15th  of  April.—  H. 
Roach,  sec. 


Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
j  Brunswick  -  road,  Bromley,  E.— Our  members  have  been 
J  more  fortunate  this  week,  Mr.  Watkins  having  a  nice 
i  show  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace ;  Mr.  Tucker,  jack.  Mr. 
j  Grainge  had  a  jack  241b.  which  has  been  forwarded  for 
setting  up.— T.  IIawkes.  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.— I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  had  a  blank  on  March  8,  the  change  in 
the  weather  stopped  members  from  going  out ;  but  on 
March  5,  wc  had  a  return  visit,  the  opening  was  very 
tame,  but  it  grew  stronger  later  on  ;  Mr.  V.  Midson  was 
in  the  chair,  and  the  songs  he  sang  was  very  good,  and 
the  singing  all  round  was  good.  The  roll  was  called  at 
eleven  o’clock,  there  was  a  good  answer  to  the  call.  We 
closed  at  12.30  o’clock,  and  all  jolly  good  fellows.  I  hope 
members  will  come  up  on  next  Wednesday,  as  there  is 
some  good  business  to  be  done.— J.  Pethe,  ’sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— In  consequence  of  the  decease  of  the  wife  of  our 
worthy  treasurer  all  harmony  was  suspended  at  our  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  4th  inst.,  out  of  the  great  respect  with  which  we 
all  hold  him,  but  Mr.  Butler  rendered  some  very  nice 
recitations  which  was  much  appreciated.  On  the  8th  inst. 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Richards  weighed  in  dace  from  the 
Thames,  61b.  9Joz.  and  21b.  2oz.  respectively.— C.  Roberts, 
hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 

Arms,  Titch  borne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— It  is  with 
extreme  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  that  our  old  friend 
and  member,  Mr.  B.  Townsend  died  last  week. 
Wednesday  last,  being  quarterly  night,  the  following 
officers  were  elected,  viz.— Chairman,  Mr.  Morris;  vice- 
chair,  Mr.  Carter ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  Sutton ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Scutt  and  Schlater.  Several  members 
out  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  only  Mr.  Scutt  weighed  in.— W. 
Sutton,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  the  8th  inst.  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  had  fish  :— Mr.  King,  roach,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Chap¬ 
man,  jack;  Mr.  Langton,  jack;  Mr.  Leslie,  chub;  Mr.  H. 
Sartain,  roach.  A  smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  tho 
above  on  Wednesday,  March  25,  instead  of  Monday,  March 
23,  as  previously  arranged,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  H.  Lan¬ 
caster  — E.  J.  White,  sec. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— At  the  meeting,  held  on 
March  5,  a  paper  entitled  “  Wings  of  Articficial  Flies  ” 
was  read  by  Mr.  J.  W.  If.  Burrows,  the  inventor  of  the 
Bittern  or  Skin  Winged  F,iej.  The  paper  dealt  exhaus¬ 
tively  with  the  meril  s  ar;d  dem  ;rits  of  the  various  materials 
now  used  for  representing  the  wings  of  the  natural  insect, 
including  skin  and  scale  and  the  natural  wings,  and  while 
Mr.  Burrows  claimed  that  the  Bittern  wing  was  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  other  materials,  yet  it  did  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  every  case,  and  the  idea  might  be 
dealt  with  by  some  of  our  scientists  who  had  more  time  to 
devote  to  the  subject.  On  Thursday,  March  19,  a  paper 
will  be  read  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Griffiths  on  local  entomology.— 
Cardiff. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 

The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bed¬ 
ford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf,  president,  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  delegate  meeting  having  been  confirmed,  corres¬ 
pondence  read,  and  routine  business  transacted,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  (secretary)  announced  that  he  had  succeeded  in 
securing  the  Pulborough  waters  on  behalf  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  for  a  further  term,  and  members  of  the  Central  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  fishing  it  in 
consequence  for  a  long  time  to  come.  This  announcement 
was  received  with  much  enthusiasm,  and  a  most  hearty 
vot.e  of  thanks  was  unanimously  tendered  to  Mr.  Wade  for 
his  services  in  the  matter.  The  Pulborough  water  has 
proved  one  of  the  best  angling  resorts  within  fifty  miles  of 
London,  and  was  well  patronised  by  anglers  during  the 
past  season,  many  of  whom  had  excellent  takes  of  fish.  The 
question  of  the  work  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  was  discussed,  and  its  obiects  advocated  ;  Mr. 
Wade  promising  to  visit  the  various  clubs  holding  collect¬ 
ing  boxes  before  the  close  of  the  society’s  financial  year,  so 
that  the  contents  of  the  boxes  may  be  handed  to  Mr. 
Brougham  in  good  time.  The  annual  donation  from  the 
Central  Association  would  doubtless  follow  in  due  course. 
A  pleasant  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  enrolment  of  the 
General  Post  Office  Angling  Society,  which  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  to.  Two  representatives  from  this  influen¬ 
tial  body  attended,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
society  were  fully  approved  of,  as  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Central  Association.  A  delegate  from 
the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  attended,  and  gave  a  detailed 
explanation  of  the  rules  of  that  society  in  reference  to 
weight  and  measurement  of  fish.  The  annual  meeting  for 
the  election  of  officers  of  the  association  will  bo  held  next 
month,  and  Messrs.  G.  Franklin  and  S.  Cane  were  appointed 
auditors.  Several  names  were  handed  in  as  candidates  for 
the  committee,  including  Messrs.  W.  Parkin,  G.  Franklin 
and  Clark,  who,  with  others,  will  be  duly  balloted  for.  The 
retirement  of  Mr.  Evans,  owing  to  themany  calls  upon  his 
time,  was  much  regretted.  The  secretary  said  he  believed 
he  should  have  a  satisfactory  balance-sheet  to  bring  for¬ 
ward,  and  was  glad  to  report  that  the  support  accorded  to 
the  association  was  greater  than  ever,  a  larger  number  of 
privilege  tickets  having  been  issued  during  the  past  twelve 
months  than  in  any  previous  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
association.  Mr.  C.  Watling  tendered  his  resignation  as 
visiting  officer,  but  after  an  urgent  request  from  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  delegates,  kindly  consented  to  give  the  associa¬ 
tion  the  benefit  of  his  services  for  another  year.  It  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  had  promised  to  read  a  paper 
at  the  club-room  of  the  Independent  Brothers,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.,  on  Tuesday  next, 
March  17  (St.  Patrick’s  Day),  subject,  “  Pulborough  and 
its  Surroundings.”  The  meeting,  which  was  well  attended 
(thirty  clubs  being  represented),  closed  with  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  president  and  vice-president,  who  had  ably 
occupied  their  respective  posts. 

Chertsey  Angling  Association.— On  March  8,  eight 
members  of  the  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society  visited 
Chertsey  to  fish  (for  the  second  time)  the  match  with  this 
association  for  a  silver  cup  and  several  other  valuable 
prizes,  which  were  postponed  from  November  30  last. 
During  the  whole  of  the  day  there  was  a  strong  wind  blow¬ 
ing,  and  it  rained  almost  continuously.  At  five  o’clock 
there  was  not  a  single  fish  taken  by  any  of  the  competitors, 
so  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  match  until  next  season. 
A  move  was  madetothe  weighing-in  house— The  Cricketers 
—where,  during  the  evening,  the  cast  of  a  very  fine  trout, 
weighing  over  161b.  was  shown,  taken  by  Mr.  Forbes  at 
Chertsey,  as  also  were  some  trout  ova  and  newly-hatched 
trout,  five  hundred  of  which  are  being  reared  by  Mr.  A. 
E.  Armstrong,  of  Chertsey,  and  five  hundred  by  Mr.  T. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford,  with  the  idea,  I  believe,  of  placing 
them  in  the  Thames  later  on.  The  visitors  were  also  shown 
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the  rather  novel  sight  of  three  silver  roach  and  a  small 
salmon  (token  from  the  Thames)  of  about  Sin.  in  length 
after  winch  the  members  of  the  North  Lambeth  Angling 
boeiety  departed,  having,  despite  the  rough  weather, 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves,  through  the  genial  treat- 
ment  received  at  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the  Chertsey 
Angling  Association  and  especially  Mr.  A.  Id .  Armstrong. 
1  belie\  e  the  next  match  will  be  on  the  Thames,  between 
Chertsey  Bridge  and  Laleham.— E.  G.  Roe. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society.— ' The  result  of  the 
competition  for  Mr.  Lee's  prizes  was  as  follows  Mr.  F 
iii  ^ inisteiul.  first,  with  bream  and  roach  from  Pul  borough, 
/lb.  Joz.,  the  best  bream,  21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Chambers,  second, 
with  roach  and  dace  from  Amberley ;  Mr.  Castell,  third, 
with  roach  trom  the  fetour.  Mr.  W,  Jones  weighed.  in 
roach  and  dace  from  Amberley*  Several  others  were  out 
but  were  unsuccessful.— Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Wmstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Since  my  last 
^irVV\ds011,has  weighed  in  the  following  121b.  and  111b. 
of  chub  and  roach.  On  the  8th  inst.  we  fished  our  final 
match  of  the  season  for  six  prizes,  all  being  taken  as  fol- 
}®W8 :  Mr.  Scott,  first,  41b.  lOoz.  roach  ;  Mr.  Moore,  second, 
Rb.  iOz.  bream  ;  Mr.  A.  Bo  water,  third,  lib.  6foz.  dace  ;  Mr. 
T.  Jameson,  fourth,  lib.  5oz.  roach;  Mr.  Painter  fifth 
looz.  roach ;  and  Mr.  Tringham,  sixth,  7|oz.  roach.  Mr! 
Robinson  had  a  nice  take  of  chub,  &c„  171b.  5oz„  from 
Staines.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  Mr. 
Shrubsole,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ,  has  most  kindly  con¬ 
sented  to  read  a  paper  before  this  society  on  Friday  even- 
ing,  the  20th  inst.,  at  which  we  shall  have  great  pleasure 
m  welcoming  all  brother  anglers  who  may  favour  us  with 
their  company.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

ClerkenweU  and  District  United.-A  visit  on  the 
above  was  paid  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  Watling  in  the  chair,  ten 
societies  only  being  represented,  viz.,  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  St.  Johns,  City  of  London,  Seymour 
Brothers,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks  Islington 
Brothers,  Burton  Piscatorials,  and  St.  John’s  Wood.  Our 
best  thanks  are  due  to  those  gentlemen  who  came  through 
the  snowstorm  to  oblige  us.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Lincoln  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  King’s-cross.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec 
Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W;— Our  return  visit  takes  places  at  the  Cobden  club,  on 
rriday,  March  20,  when  we  hope  to  see  as  many  angling 
friends  as  can  conveniently  attend.  On  the  8th  inst.  only 
two  of  our  members  weighed  iri.  Viz.,  Mr,  H.  Underwood, 
with  two  jack  and  a  tench,  total  weight  81b.  loz  •  and  Mr 
W.  Hutchings,  a  few  roach.  On  Monday,  Mr.  E.  Baxter! 
weighed  in  61b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  the  dace  were  very 
fine,  6  of  them  weighing  21b.  ll^oz.,  the  largest  10oz.— 
J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.- — A  well  attended  meeting  of  this 
club  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening.  Very  little  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  fishing  during  the  past  week.  Messrs. 
J.  I.  Dawson  and  R.  B.  Brown  had  some  very  good  pike 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  early  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  for  the  prizes  and  other  business  —Ale 
Evans,  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society 

Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.—  All  members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday,  March  18,  for 
important  business.  Also  the  committee  of  the  Turner 
benefit  fund  at  nine  o’clock.— W.  H.  Burward,  sec 
Dalston  Angling  Society,  the Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  8st  inst.,  twenty-eight  of  my 
members  competed  in  a  boundary  match  in  the  Stort,  for 
three  prizes,  result,  Mr.  Freeman,  first,  jack,  lib.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Killick,  second,  jack.  61b.  14!oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Edwards, 
third,  jack,  lib.  lOJoz.;  Messrs.  Redwood,  Legge,  Barson, 
and  Lucas,  also  had  some  jack  and  perch.  Members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  important 
business  on  hand.— S.  Malbv,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 
N.-We  had  a  few  fish  on  the  8th— 91b.  of  roach  and  dace 
among  them  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  7Joz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Ellis 
Other  ;members  out— Messrs.  Briggs,  Evans,  Ballard,  and 
Slade.  I  may  also  inform  anglers  and  friends  that  we 
have  a  smoking  concert  on  Monday  next,  March  16,  in  aid 
of  the  A.  B.  Fund,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  room.— A 
Payne,  sec. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  the  8th  inst.  our  trays 
were  well  filled  with  fish,  Mr.  G.  F.  Weaver  being  well  to 
the  front  with  a  splendid  show  of  dace,  thirty -four  fish 
weighing  101b.  12oz„  each  fish  averaging  5oz.,  largest  fish 
9oz.  ;  roach,  21b.  ;  and  a  jack,  21b. ;  total,  141b.  12oz.  Mr. 
Weaver  also  exhibited  afish.Isaid  to  be  aeelpout,  weighing 
12oz.,  which  the  members  said  they  had  never  seen  or 
heard  of.  Mr.  W.  Carr,  jack,  121b.,  perch,  12oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Grande,  dace,  lib.  lloz.,  and  roach,  lib.  5foz.  Mr.  D. 
Wheeler  also  weighed  chub  and  perch.— G.  H.  Weaver, 
secretary. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — At  the  usual  weekly 
meeting,  last  Tuesday,  the  chair  was  filled  by  Mr.  F. 
Fletcher.  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms  read  a  very  interesting  and 
exhaustive  paper  on  “The  Upper  Thames,”  describing  its 
scenery,  piscatorial  properties,  villages,  bridges,  &c.,  and 
was  listened  to  with  great  attention  by  a  large  number  of 
members.  After  which  a  discussion  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Bentley,  Paper,  Young,  and  others  took  part ;  and 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Simms,  who 
promised  on  some  future  occasion  to  read  a  paper  on 
Coarse  fish  trouting.”  Mr.  Young  reported  having  caught 
two  pike ;  Mr.  Leifenillade,  eleven  pike  ;  Mr.  Gilbert,  181b. 
of  chub,  and  a  roach  weighing  lib.  9oz.  The  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Mason’s  Hall  Tavern,  on  Tuesday 
next,  at  seven  o’clock,  when  the  annual  distribution  of 
rizes  will  take  place.  On  the  21th  March,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs 
will  read  a  paper  entitled  “  Some  Recollections  of  an  Old 
Angler;”  and  on  the  7th  April,  Dr.  Brunton,  on  “  Whatisa 
Salmon  Fly,  and  what  is  it  intended  to  represent  ?” 

Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society.— The 
members  of  this  society  held  a  smoking  concert  on  Mos- 
day  last,  when  notwithstanding  the  inclement  weather, 
there  was  a  capital  attendance,  the  chair  was  taken  by 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Waller,  and  there  was  no  lack 
of  vocalists,  and  all  present  were  delighted  with  an  un¬ 
broken  stream  of  harmony  until  midnight,  the  worthi- 
host  having  obtained  the  usual  “extension.”  Some  of  the 
members  had  had  a  fishing  excursion  during  the  day  with 
fair  sport,  bringing  14  jack  to  bank,  although  none  of 
them  were  up  to  regulation  size  for  setting  up.  The 
meetings  of  the  society  are  held  each  Thursday  evening, 
and  any  London  angler  in  the  neighbourhood  at  that  time 
will  be  cordially  welcomed  should  he  desire  to  favour 
the  members  with  his  company. — W.  Waller,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Plimsoll  Hotei,  St. 
Thomas’s-road,  Finsbury  Park,— Several  of  our  members 


j  have  been  out  during  the  last  week  with  more  or  less 
fiUKCC^?I  c  w>:mcr,  however,  on  the  9th  inst.  produced 
/lb.  34oz.  of  excellent  roach,  as  also  Mr.  Rutherford,  two 
roach  scaling  lib.  loz.  each.  From  and  after  Friday,  the 
i  20th inst.,  the  meetings  of  this  society  will  be  held  at  the 
1  Hornsey  Wood  1  avern,  Finsbury  Park  (Mr  Foalb  pro¬ 
prietor)  instead  of  as  above.— I.  T.  Griffiths  sec.  ’  1 
i  rP^f>xton  Br°tliers  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  inst 
b?d  a  /ew  good  roach  ;  F.  Gardener  also  had 
roach,  w  inning  Mr.  Walesbys  season  prize  for  heaviest 
weight  of  fish  trom  Bures.  The  remaining  special  prizes 

prat  llye  House,  on  March  22,  instead  of 
March  15.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateinan-street,  Soho,  W.-On  the  Sih 
Messrs,  I  -  and  A.  Pain  weighed  in  dace,  Mr.  Liversage  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Tidal.  I  wish  to  remind  member^  and 
fnendsnotto  forget  next  Tuesday  evening,  17th  Inst 
when  Mr.  Crumplen  has  promised  to  read  us  a  paper! 
Chair  to  be  taken  at  8.30  sharp.  As  our  room  is  limited 
those  who  can  manage  to  come  early  will  be  sure  of  a  seat 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  guarantee  this  to  everyone 
All  are  cordially  invited  to  spend  a  jolly  evening.-SN  AP 
m  zaafk  Walton  Anglmg  Society.-The  members  com- 
peted  for  six  special  prizes  on  the  8th  inst.,  ody  two  suc- 
ceeded  in  taking  the  required  weight ;  Messrs.  C.  Layton 
and  H.  Butt  were  the  successful  ones.  The  remaining  four 
prizes  will  be  fished  again  on  the  15th,  in  any  part  of  the 
Lea  towing-path  There  are  four  special  prizes  to  be  com 
peted  for  on  Wednesday  next,  the  18th,  same  conditions  as 
the  other  prizes.  In  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  above 
prizes  not  being  taken  on  the  days  named,  the  remainder 
to  be  fished  for  on  the  22nd  and  25th.  As  previously  an 
nounced,  the  members  and  friends  will  have  a  tripe  supper 
on  Wednesday  evening  next,  18th  inst.,  supper  will  be 
served  at  8.30  precisely.  Members  who  intend  being  pre¬ 
sent  will  please  send  in  their  names  not  later  than  the 
the  evening  of  the  15th.— H.  B.  an  the 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.- We  were 
saved  a  blank  on  March  15,  by  Mr.  H.  Wright,  who  weighed 
in  roach  and  jack.— A.  Ide,  sec.  8 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association  Wheat 
sheaf  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  W.-Two  more  new  members 
enrolled  last  Friday,  bringing  up  the  total  to  one  hundred 
and  twelve.  Our  annual  tripe  supper  on  the  6th  inst,  went 

°2  theJfeeTR1ieVne1Ced’  as  al?°  dld  the  ^ipe.  «  fish  have  been 
off  the  feed  lately  many  of  our  members  present  certainly 
were  not,  as  they  did  ample  justice  to  the  excellent  fare 
provided.  Our  roving  match  was  a  great  success  from  a 
numerical  point  of  view.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  last 
li11  a  ^  ^  ^  present  season  should  have  been  so  unfavour- 
able  to  anglers  generally,  and  in  fact  not  much  can  be  said 
in  fa\  our  of  the  season  as  a  whole,  notwithstanding  which 
we  hope  to  show  as  good  a  record  as  the  majority  of  clubs 
Our  prize  winners  of  this  season  must  look  to  their  laurels 
as  I  hear  of  several  other  members  who  mean  breaking 
records  if  possible.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  anglers  in  the 
pursmt  of  their  sport  and  fresh  air  should  so  often  be  met 
with  such  stand  oft  manners  by  publicans  and  their 
servants  at  water-side  houses.  Such,  however  wa«?  iho 
fate  of  many  of  us  on  the  8th,  as  on  applyi^  for  tea  at  I 
well-known  house  we  were  told,  in  not  at  all  too  polite 
terms,  that  there  were  plenty  of  small  houses  (sic)  up  the 
street  who  would  supply  us.  Such  people  appear  to  think 
anglers  are  not  fit  company,  or  perhaps  they  have  forgotten 
the  poor  angler  whose  ready  cash  they  are  only  too  pleased 
to  get  hold  of  during  the  winter  months.  It  is  hard  lines 
when  prepared  to  pay  for  what  we  have,  we  cannot  get  it* 
However,  all  our  members  will  know  how  to  give  such  a 
house  the  go-by  in  future,  and  adjourn  to  the  one  (not  by 
the  way,  a  small  house)  where  we  met  with  every  civility 
attention  and  good  accommodation.— Crystal  Hook 
Leeds  Golden  Fleece  Angling  Club.- On  Tuesday 
?« ™nm£ the  ;!fvd  in|t7  Mf: T-  E-  Eritt  read  his  famous  paper  : 

The  Byepaths  of  Angling,  to  the  members  of  this  club 
Over  one  hundred  members  and  friends  were  present’ 
&Clud&g  nMr«  E’  Shrubsole  (Fishing  Ga^«c)  Mr.  R  F! 
Moss,  W.  G.  Royston,  J.  W.  Whitham,  and  several  anglers 
from  Wakefield ;  our  old  esteemed  friend  F.  M  Walbran 
would  have  been  present,  but  he  had  an  important  engage¬ 
ment  elsewhere.  Mr.  J.  Leah,  president  of  the  club,  was 
in  the  chair.  The  paper,  which  deals  with  fish,  fishing 
and  fish  culture  most  elaborately  interspersed  with  some  of 
the  yarns,  for  which  Mr  Pritt  is  renowned  in  all  parts 
(especially  the  man  with  the  cork  leg),  was  listened  to  with 
rapt  attention,  and  no  doubt  very  many  useful  bits  of  in¬ 
formation  were  picked  up.  The  chairman  proposed  a 
yoke-°f  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  expressed  a  hone 
that  before  long  we  should  see  the  paper  in  print.  Mr.  F. 
Shrubsole  seconded  the  resolution  in  a  most  eloquent  and 
interesting  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
the  last  time  Mr.  Pritt  appeared  in  this  character,  as  he 
had  intimated.  1  he  resolution  was  carried  a  bumper  and 
the  members  sang  “  for  lie’s  a  jolly  good  fellow,”  in  true 
\  orkshire  style.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
singing,  &c.— T.  Hunter,  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— On  the  8th  inst.  a  few 
members  were  out  the  following  having  fish :-  Mr, 
Watling  and  Mr.  Elhngham,  roach;  Mr.  Belton  and  Mr. 
Nelson,  roach  and  dace.  Secretaries  of  clubs  please  note 
that  the  above  society  take  their  visit  on  the  ClerkenweU 
District  Visiting  List,  on  Monday,  March  23,  when  all 
friends  will  be  cordially  welcomed.— W.  Watling  sec 
Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-street,  Am  pthill -square,  N.W.— On  the 
8th  inst.  we  had  a  nice  little  show  of  fish  as  follows  :  Mr. 

roach,  dace,  and  bream ;  Mr.  F.  C.  Morgan,  jack. 

\V  e  hope  members  will  attend  next  club  night  as  we  have 
business  of  importance  to  transact.  There  are  two  valuable 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  22ad  inst.  in  the  Lea.  Now  is 
a  good  opportunity  for  any  one  wishing  to  enrol  themselves 
as  working  members  in  our  well-known  angling  society. 

— W.  Brwn,  sec.  J 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool 
Our  second  social  evening  on  the  5th  inst.  came  off  with 
great  eclat.  Not  only  was  there  a  numerous  gathering  of 
niembers,  but  those  who  sang  were  in  excellent  voice,  and 
the  selections  were  both  high  class  and  in  good  taste.  I 
am  sorry  the  powers  that  be  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  so 
ruthlessly  strike  out  everything  I  have  lately  sent  so  far  as 
names,  both  of  singers  and  the  songs  sang,  are  concerned 
as  this  prevents  me  giving  full  particulars,  and  I  must 
content  myself  with  simply  stating  that  everything  was 
perfection  as  near  as  possible,  and  the  evening  was 
thoroughly  en'oyed.  Mr.  R.  Whittington  warmly  acknow 
lodged  the  vote  of  sympathy  with  him  passed  at  the  last 
meeting.  lour  new  members  were  elected  and  three 
nominated,  making  seventeen  in  all  this  year,  and  our  roll 
non-members  over  ninety  and  bids  fair  to’reach  a  hundred 
in  a  week  or  two.  When  this  is  accomplished  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  hold  an  unassailable  position  and  will  emerge 


Seceders  wh^iSi  ,fr?m  tho  cvil  influence  of  certain 
R.  WooLi  Ai  i..th  g  lt  t0  8wamp  thc  shiP  ^  deserting.- 

q«mTcrh°umaqm^mA?nian  AnPlcrs'  Socicty.-The  first 
Seadauarters  year  of  this  society  was  held  at 

Headquarters,  W  hite  Bear  Hotel,  on  Friday  the  6th  inst 
when  upwards  of  forty  members  Were  present  The  secrel 
tary  reported  the  result  of  tho  last  coarse  fish  contest  of 

&  thaoS28thWuRCVhen  plm°  at  Ku(i-Vard  Lake,  on  Satur- 

vafuable  nri/e^vTzh  nnegfl  nen  m.®mbe/s  Ashed  for  seven 
vaiutiuic  prizes,  viz.,  one  fish,  a  pike  of  l.Ub  onlvh  ivimr 

^ncaught,  and  that  by  Mr.  A.  Addcrley,  wimdng a  W 

coppe!  kettle,  the  gif  t  of  tho  hon.  treasurer  Mr  I  Don  ton 

This  is  a  poor  close  of  a  fairly  successful  se^on .The only 

item  of  importance  on  the  agenda  was  a  notice  given  at 

member^to  lxfvby  Thi^itChe11’  to.limUthenu^S 
mcmDers  to  sixty.  1  his,  after  some  little  discussion  was 

carried  uanimously,  the  reason  of  this  limit  of  members 
being  the  want  of  accommodation  at  headquarters  and 
the  undesirability  of  entertaining  the  removal  of  the 

treasurer*  saw  fitTn  T”80  >°  long  as  our  worthy  host  and 
treasurer  saw  fit  tp  permit  our  remaining,  for  a  morn 

generous  or  enthusiastic  sportsman  never  supported  an 
angling  society  than  old  “Josh,”  so  familiarfy  termed 

MHnflWmtTbers  were  clected>  making  fifteen  y  his  year 
fad  Others  were  proposed,  who,  if  elected,  willTnly 
leave  four  vacancies  in  the  society.  In  connection  with 

eRct4TandfivrottrrWdepariU/0>  two  ™embers  were 
meetii  T  w  proposed  for  election  at  the  next 

meeting.  Rad  I  have  known  of  Mr.  Shrubsole’s  visit  fn 

extcndChi8  visit^lh ns1  f  undoi!btedIy  have  asked  him  to 
time?’^— jI^^Fearn,3  hon.  sec  PerhaPS’  “  bc^r  luck  next 
Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple  Carlisle- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.-On  the  8th  inst  our  members 

MfE VlarkT M  and^e  l,Uld  some  Ane shows Jffish? 
Mr.  L.  Clarke,  81b.  of  dace,  tidal  waters  ;  Mr  Sansom  a 

C?arkaCkind°T  1  tWnm1'  T}han.les-  Messrs.  J.  Millburn.A. 
perch  •  Mr  lW  p™  f  d’  having  roach,  dace,  chub,  and 
peiT-Ci.’  Mr.  W .  I  earce,  a  jack  from  the  Langlev  Canal 

Mrdtnhe  No°rrPhsfn°fi0ne  gTea’  Panted  by  fhe  £in£ 
ton.-W  F ?^Pearce.  ' ^  “ 'bersof  thc  Anglers’  Associa- 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent  nw  Kent 

W^ndio^onThames mPThri°en  °n  Tlt'ursda-y<  March  12,  at 

for  some  time  remember  their  visit  to  the  roydl  borough 

9iih  t0  'vcigh  was  Mr-  Newbury,  who Showed 

-lib.  of  chub  and  roach,  and  took  the  first  prize  of  £2  2s 
One  of  the  chub  weighed  31b.  llioz.  Mr  Gr  mmett  ore 
sided  over  the  business  portion  ‘of  the  meeting  Our  sca- 
son  not  closing  till  March  31,  members  may  fislfon  the  next 
Thursdays  m  open  waters.— A.  E.  Baldwin  hon  sec 

HaversSeHlfir-0^I?^li“#  ,  C1«h,  Lord  Southampton! 
and  on  March  l!  Mr.  Billings!  roach fMr.Harf^’ck^M 

toThe  31st  March.-E  Gd,  fecmberS  ^  W°  flsh  tlie  Lea  up 
Piscatorial  Society.  Pont.pfract  Cautin 
Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W.-The  u°ual  weekly  meet1, 
ing  was  held  on  Wednesday,  March  11.  Since  the  report  of 
last  week  several  oi  the  members  have  been  out  Mr 

la c k* 1 13 1  b1  So/1  o  fTm! h  °iC !iC S t0 1"  °ni  March  7,  had  91b.  3oz.  of 
J.ac:R’  “•  Soz.  of  roach,  and  some  dace.  Fishing  near  East 

Winch,  in  Norfolk,  on  March  9,  Mr.  Walter  Murrell Secured 
ofVthe  catch  scaleTlS'Th'1  Wej^ht  of  over  361b-  Thc  heaviest 
the  genu s  E s oc i che . 1  § T h e  nTrt  fn 

and  afforded  Mr.  Murrell  the  best  sS!  Tast  week  f  fc 
ad^{;t,enUry,lnGJudcd  a  fWdg.eon  in  a  take  of  Mr.  Golds- 
H!laSt<jnl,to  aP°logise  for  the  error  by  stating  the 
nature  of  the  catch,  as  including  several  gudgeon  The 

18  Slttlng  at  the  receiPt  of  custom  -A8  SUTHER 

LA ii  D,  oUv. 

,  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  the  Horse  Shoe  and 
Magpie,  Great  Bath -street,  ClerkenweU.— The  members  of 
this  club  concluded  their  match  at  Surly  Hall  Mr  Comlev 
being  the  winner  of  the  4th  prize  ;  a  prize  still  remaking 
to  be  carried  over  till  next  season.  Mr.  Affelct  brou°-ht  in 
another  nice  sh9w  of  roach,  and  in  addition  to  winning  the 
gross  weight  prize  of  the  season,  takes  a  prize  for  the  gross 
weight  for  February  and  March.  The  worthy  holt  fn 
additmn  to  the  prize  given  by  him  last  week  stated  bG 
Season  &SfiZef°r  ^largest  trout  taken  during 

mVs-j.Kffrs,? appoi,,,ed  chai™M-  f» th® 

si  recryaTm?enmfrw^lin,sSoc,iety’ the  H°pe.  Tottenham- 

weffbut  on  The  ShSn  1  t‘1La?~Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  8th  inst.,  but  were  not  so  successful  ns 

they  have  been  lately,  only  Messrs.  Guynon  Hewitt 
hiiTuarri^  Cbarfc.  Ilyd’e,  Harris! 

nonhad  a  bice  bream  of  2^1^,“  shinle^thHn'w£le?U3I 

a”d  Mr; 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visitin?  Tiot _ \ 

visit  of  the  clubs  enrolled  on  the  ahnwlLil,  a* •  a  T 
the  Battersea  Friendly  a!  S^on  thfiolh  &.TX  con- 
sidering  the  unfa\  ourable  weather,  they  were  fairly  well 
supported  On  the  roll  being  callbd  by  Mr  K 
vice-president  of  the  list,  the^  following7 fifteen  VJbs  res 
ToMlh^rSerT°ndse^  Hrothcrs,  Second  Surrey,  Rodney 
[,?oK  fa'n  Lrothers,  Anglers  Pride,  Grange,  Waggoners’ 
Blackfriars,  St  George’s,  Clapham  Junction,  Nonh  i  am - 
both,  Amicable,  Excelsior,  Great  Northern  limiLer- 
Earlsfield,  and  Battersea  Friendly.  After  the  roll  call  Mr 
M  right  opened  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  bol,  whfch  was 
found  to  contain  £1  2s.  2id.,  the  same  being  handed  to  Mr 
Conn,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  pay  in  at  the 
next  meeting  on  Friday,  the  13th  inst.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Grange  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Earl  Derby 

-A-Tonn!  hon?sec°ndSey’  DUG  n°tiCG  °f  date 

AiShe®?n^  KUr,rey  AnglinS  Society,  Distillers  Arms 
e'Tin Ln.lb'lnkment.—  1  he  members  turned  out  in  full 
force  to  fish  for  the  prizes,  most  of  them  went  to  Pul 
borough  and  fished  in  the  Central  Association  water  Mr 
Stone  was  the  fortunate  winner  of  the  first  >rGc  Ufre 
lib.  13joz.  of  roach  and  dace:  neither^ of  the  other  prizes 
tD'  J.  Wright  had  one  roach  and  three  dace 
but  did  not  weigh  them  in;  had  he  done  so  would  have 
taken  second  prize.  H.  R.  R.  Wright  had  0 

neither  of  the  others  caught  a  fish,  ifessrs.  Wood  and  11  ’ 
Mayo  had  jack  ;  they  were  too  late  to  weigh  them  in  on  the 
8th,  so  weighed  them  on  the  9th,  Mr  II  MjivnVii.in.r 
heaviest  flsh  of  the  season,  Mr  Wood  seenna  g-th,e 
We  fish  on  the  15th.  in  the  Lea  for  the  mnah  nTpHze,  - 
conditions  as  previously.  Whilst  I  wis  wnie/n,? 
side  of  the  river,  through  some  docaybd  nSfciy  foot 
sank  into  a  hole,  and  out  sprang  two  otters  wfiich^I  fol¬ 
lowed  some  distance  by  tho  bubbles  bub  ^d  not  get 
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another  glimpse  of  them  as  I  had  to  make  a  detour  round 
some  bushes  that  I  lost  their  trail.  I  informed  the  keeper 
who  promised  to  look  out  for  them.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road.— On  March  1,  several  members  were 
on  the  warpath  to  fish  for  the  two  remaining  prizes,  left 
over  from  the  February  22,  with  the  following  result- 
Messrs.  W.  North,  roach,  dace  and  perch,  121b.  44oz. ;  (first) 
G.  Sander,  chub  and  dace,  21b.  loz.  (second) ;  J.  Petrie,  roach 
and  rudd,  41b.  lOIoz. ;  H.  Bigsby,  roach  and  dace ;  J.  Barnes, 
roach  and  dace,  31b.  lljoz.,  C.  Holme,  roach.  On  March  8, 
several  members  were  again  on  the  warpath  ;  and  they  met 
with  very  good  sport,  the  following  members  weighing  in 
some  nice  fish.  W.  North,  chub  and  roach,  Gib.  GJoz.,  one 
chub,  31b.  lojoz.  ;  G.  May,  chub,  41b.  4oz.,  one  fish,  21b.  15oz.; 

G.  Sanders,  chub  ;  J.  Barnes,  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  W.  Jones  gave  as  a  prize  (10s.  Gdjfor  the  heaviest 
roach  on  the  8th  inst.,  in  the  Lea.  I  hope  members  will  go 
out  in  force  for  this  prize.— S.  Cane,  sec. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— The  thirteenth  annual 
supper  of  this  society  will  take  place  at  their  head-quarters, 
the  Skinners’  Arms,  Cobourg-street,  Clerkenwell,  on 
Tuesday,  March  17.  All  anglers  and  friends  that  have  not 
received  an  invitation  to  the  concert  that  will  take  place 
after  the  supper  are  cordially  invited.-  F.  T. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve, 
Hoxton-street,  N.—  Neither  of  the  three  prizes  being  won 
on  the  8th  inst.  They  will  be  fished  for  again  on  the  22nd 
inst.  at  Hatfield  Peveril  under  the  same  conditions.  In  the 
event  of  them  not  being  taken  on  that  date,  they  will  be 
fished  off  on  the  29th  inst.  at  the  same  place.  This  being 
the  end  of  the  fishing  season.  Members  and  friends  will 
oblige  by  forwarding  the  prizes  promised  as  soon  as  possible 
to  make  ready  for  our  annual  distribution.— T.  Gratton. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  the  8th  inst.,  with  the  following  re¬ 
sult:— Mr.  W.  Windred,  jack  and  roach;  W.  Bonnet, 
roach ;  W.  Tyler,  roach.  The  members  of  the  above  have 
voted  ten  shillings  to  the  Conn  Testimonial  Fund.  The 
general  meeting  of  the  above  will  take  place  the  first 
Saturday  in  April,  hoping  all  members  will  be  present,  as 
some  very  important  business  will  be  brought  forward.— 

H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

■  Vauxhall-cross.— On  the  8th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Fry,  weighed  in 
three  jack.  Several  others  were  out  but  did  not  turn  up. 

1  wish  to  remind  all  those  members  who  are  in  arrears 
that  they  are  requested  to  clear  the  books  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  we  may  come  to  some  arrangement.  I 
hope  to  see  all  present  next  Tuesday,  so  that  we  may 
settle  about  the  prizes  we  have  left  over.  There  was  no 
meeting  on  the  10th.— H.C. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— The  weather  has  been  so 
changeable  these  last  few  weeks  but  few  of  our  members 
have  been  out.  March  1 :  Messrs.  Miller,  roach,  31b.  loz. ; 
J.  Packman,  jack,  21b.  loz. ;  Grace,  roach,  21b.  loz.  4th : 
T.  Watkins,  roach,  21b.  8th:  II.  Putman,  roach,  51b.  2oz. 
— J.  Packman,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.—  On  March  8  the  result  of  the 
competition  was  as  follows:— Mr.  Hibble.  first;  Mr. 
Piolane,  second ;  Mr.  Griffin,  third;  Mr.  Temple,  fourth; 
Mr.  H.  Baily,  fifth.  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp  weighed  in  131b.  12oz.; 
amongst  them  one  chub,  31b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Pearson  and  Mr. 
Risdon  also  weighed  in  good  show  of  roach,  all  the  above 
fish  weighed  in  from  the  Thames.  On  Monday,  the  9th,  in 
spite  of  the  severe  weather,  our  smoking  concert  was  a 
grand  success.  On  Wednesday,  March  11,  we  had  a  good 
muster  of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  weighed 
in  91b.  8oz.  of  chub  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  Crisp,  one  jack. 
Mr.  Rump  offered  a  prize  of  cash,  £2  2s.,  for  first  prize ; 
and  Mr.  Piolaine,  cash,  £1  Is.,  for  second  prize,  to  be  fished 
for  on  the  Lea,  March  22.  It  was  also  decided  that  the 
distribution  of  prizes  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  15.— 
C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— On  the  8th  inst.  I  was  successful  in 
taking  Mr.  Sloper’s  prize  with  21b.  loz.  bream,  from 
Amberley.  Mr.  Barnes  weighed  in  3£lb.  dace,  from 
Twickenham,  and  Mr.  Gordon  also  had  chub  and  roach 
from  the  upper  Thames.  At  the  meeting  on  the  11th  inst., 
Mr.  G.  Boyd,  of  228,  Westminster  Bridge-road,  was  pro¬ 
posed  as  a  member.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square.— On  the  8th  inst.  our 
angling  members  had  good  sport,  Mr.  Wood  weighing  in 
161b.  of  chub  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Vaughan,  141b.  of  roach,  chub, 
and  jack;  and  Mr.  Cromer,  51b.  of  jack.  Mr.  Wood  also 
weighed  in  a  jack  over  31b.  on  Wednesday  last,  March  11. 
— D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— Our  members  were  out  on  the  8th 
inst.,  but  not  many  weighed  in  fish,  as  the  weather  seemed 
to  be  against  them  ;  only  the  following  weighed  in  : — Mr. 
W.  Cox,  121b.  9Joz.  of  roach  and  rudd  ;  Mr.  R.  Lowther, 
91b.  lS^oz.  of  roach ;  Mr.  F.  Humphreys  21b.  loz.  jack.— R. 
Lowther,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Members  of  the  prize  committee  are  re- 
quested  to  attend  at  the  club-house  on  Thursday  next,  to 
award  the  prizes  for  the  past  season.  It  is  also  arranged 
that  members  shall  attend  on  the  above  date  to  consider 
the  proposed  annual  dinner.  Mr.  A.  Peart  was  the  only 
successful  competitor  in  the  club  match  on  the  8th  instant. 
— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Worcester  Angling  Association.  Worcester.  —  A 
special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  association  will  be 
held  on  the  19th  inst.  to  arrange  the  programme  for  the 
coming  season,  and  we  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  if  you 
will  give  us  particulars  of  the  three-guinea  prize  of  books 
on.  angling  which  you  so  generously  offered  for  competi¬ 
tion  by  our  members,  in  order  that  they  may  be  duly  in¬ 
cluded  among  the  list  of  prizes.— R.  Wingfield,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  last 
smoking  concert  of  the  present  season  was  held  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  March  11,  J.  T.  Woodrow,  Esq.  (C.C.)  in  the  chair 
and  as  regards  the  ability  displayed  by  the  artists  proved 
a  great  success,  owing  it  is  supposed  to  the  weather  the 
attendance  was  rather  scanty,  there  being  about  thirty- 
five  to  forty  present.  Members  wishing  to  ioin  in  the 
Easter  holidays  outing  for  sea  fishing  (to  which  ladies  are 
invited),  will  kindly  hand  in  their  names  without  delay  to. 
—Henry  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

[From  “The  Chemical  Trade  Journal.”] 
(Continued  from  page  IBS.) 

“  To  return  to  sewage.  The  sample  you  see  in 
the  large  glass  tank  upon  the  lecture  table  is  the 
sewage  from  Salford  and  Pendleton.  Owing  to 
the  albuminous  nature  of  its  constituents,  the 
matters  in  suspension  do  not  readily  deposit. 

“  It  is  not  my  intention  this  evening  to  go  deeply  into  the 
question  of  sewage  treatment,  as  we  have  reserved  that 
subject  for  our  lecture  of  March  3,  next  year,  but  it  may 
be  as  well  to  put  before  you  a  few  items  which  have  a  very 
important  bearing  upon  the  matter.  The  albuminoid 
ammonia  present  in  a  water  determines  its  liability  to 
putrefy — in  fresh  sewage  by  far  the  greater  p  >rtion  of  the 
albuminoid  ammonia  is  present  in  the  insoluhl-  condition, 
but  as  putrefaction  advances,  the  album1  mid  matters 
become  soluble.  With  fresh  sewage,  ther.  i  *re,  a  great 
improvement  may  be  effected  by  a  simple  filtration  through 
sand  or  filter  paper. 

“  But  it  is  well  known  that  a  sand  filter  soon  gets  clogged 
with  raw  sewage,  so  that  the  operation  is  not  a  practicable 
one.  Many  have  been  the  methods  devised  for  rendering 
sewage  water  fit  for  running  into  a  river  or  stream,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  not  one  of  them  is  so  good  as  to  be  in¬ 
capable  of  very  material  improvement.  As  a  general  rule, 
something  must  be  added  to  the  sewage  to  clarify  it,  but  as 
the  operation  is  a  chemical  one,  and  takes  place  in  certain 
known  and  well-defined  proportions,  the  absolute  quantity 
of  that  something  to  be  added  is  large  in  the  aggregate. 
Let  us  take  Salford  sewage  for  instance  ;  ten  millions  of 
gallons  per  day ;  fifteen  grains  of  any  reagent  or  chemical 
added  to  each  gallon  is  equal  to  a  ton  to  the  million  gallons, 
or  ten  tons  per  day  of  that  particular  chemical.  But  a  ton 
to  the  million  gallons  of  any  chemical  I  have  hitherto  tried 
has  not  been  sufficient  to  precipitate  the  albuminous  matter 
to  the  extent  that  it  may  be  purified.  I  can  illustrate  this 
to  you  by  an  experiment.  We  will  take  some  of  the  Salford 
sewage,  and  treat  it  with  several  quantities  of  sulphate  of 
alumina. 

“  You  will  see  that  lOcwt.  produces  no  effect,  20cwt.  but 
a  slight  amelioration,  with  25cwt.  the  action  is  very 
marked,  but  30cwt.  produces  a  condition  which  further 
quantities  do  not  materially  improve. 

“  Lime  is  a  favourite  reagent  for  the  treatment  of 
sewage ;  it  is  powerful,  cheap,  and  easily  manipulated. 
Let  us,  therefore,  try  the  same  experiments  with  lime  that 
we  have  already  tried  with  sulphate  of  alumina. 

“  This  experiment  also  shows  us  that  a  small  quantity  of 
lime  is  worse  than  useless,  it  is  a  waste ;  even  20cwt.  is  not 
much  use,  while  30cwt.  gives  a  very  good  effect. 

“  I  am  not  going  this  evening  to  explain  to  you  the 
reactions  which  take  place  when  various  chemicals  are 
added  to  sewage,  as  this  will  be  minutely  dealt  with  on  a 
future  occasion ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out  the  fact  that  proper 
treatment  entails  a  considerable  expense,  which  should  be 
fairly  faced  at  the  outset ;  if  the  chemicals  are  starved, 
then  proper  purification  does  not  follow,  and  the  capital 
expended  on  the  works  is  absolutely  wasted.  How  often 
has  this  happened  during  the  past  decade  ?  I  know  myself 
of  several  instances. 

“  There  is  another  point  to  which  I  would  fain  draw 
attention.  Sewage  sludge  has  been,  and  is  still,  a  veritable 
bete  noire.  The  object  has  been  in  the  past  to  produce  as 
little  of  it  as  possible,  and  I  know  of  at  least  one  instance 
where  precipitation  is  carried  on  and  the  clear  effluent 
always  running  away  by  day,  while  at  night  the  sludge 
doughs  are  opened  and  the  sludge  run  away  into  the  same 
stream  before  daylight  appears  again.  Let  us  now  turn  to 
another  source  of  pollution— paper  mill  effluents. 

“  When  straw,  or  wood,  or  esparto  grass  is  boiled  with 
caustic  alkali,  the  fibres  are  disintegrated  and  a  waste  lye 
produced,  such  as  is  shown  in  the  bottles  before  you.  At 
one  time  this  liquor  was  allowed  to  flow  into  the  nearest 
watercourse ;  but  this  practice  is  seldom  followed  now. 
Paper  makers,  as  a  rule,  evaporate  this  liquid  to  dryness 
and  calcine  the  residue  to  destroy  the  organic  matter, 
making  a  splendid  profit  out  of  the  recovery  of  the  soda 
that  it  contains. 

“  I  have  done  much  to  prevent  river  pollution  from  this 
class  of  refuse.  The  Porion  evaporators  which  we  have 
erected  in  many  mills  to  recover  this  waste  soda  are  at  the 
present  time  keeping  out  of  the  watercourses  no  less  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  soda  and  two  hundred  tons  of 
putrescible  organic  matter  weekly. 

“  Paper  makers  have  also  their  spent  bleach  liquor  to  dis¬ 
pose  of,  and  some  works  are  very  prodigal  in  their  dealings 
with  this  article.  There  is  no  reason  why  any  chlorine 
available  for  bleaching  should  be  allowed  to  pass  away 
into  the  river.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  does  so  pass 
away.  I  now  show  you  a  specimen,  and  by  the  application 
of  iodine  and  starch  you  will  see  it  contains  available 
chlorine  in  abundance. 

“  But  there  isa  new  pollution  of  a  far  more  serious  charac¬ 
ter  springing  up  from  the  modern  paper  mill  ;  wood  is  now 
boiled  with  solutions  of  the  acid  sulphites  of  lime  and 
magnesia,  and  the  incrusting  matters  thus  boiled  out  are 
being  run  away  down  the  nearest  stream.  I  now  show 
you  a  sample  of  this  liquor,  which  is  a  new  source 
of  pollution  the  Act  of  1876  has  so  far  failed  to  prevent. 

“  Turning  now  from  paper  mills  which  arenotserious pol¬ 
luters  now-a-days,  as  most  of  them  turn  this  preciousblack 
liquor  to  account,  there  are  the  various  gasworks. 
Every  town  has  its  gasworks— well,  here  is  a  sample  of 
the  liquor  which  some  gasworks  turn  into  sewers  and 
streams. 

“This  liquor  is  very  destructive  to  vegetation,  and 
should  never  be  allowed  to  enter  sewers  where  the  sewage 
is  employed  for  irrigation.  Bleachers  have  a  waste  liquid 
to  deal  with ;  here  is  a  sample  of  the  waste  kier  liquor 
which  is  in  every  case  allowed  to  find  its  way  into  the 
nearest  stream. 

“  Bleachers  have  also  the  spent  bleaching  liquor  to  get 
rid  of  ;  this  liquor  is  slightly  more  dilute  than  the  bleach 
from  paper  mills,  but  it  is  a  polluting  agent  for  all  that, 
and  1  now  show  you  the  effect  of  bringing  these  two  waste 
liquors  together.  Suspended  matters  are  produced, 
as  you  will  see,  and  go  to  form  mud  and  sludge  in  the 
rivers. 

.“!  may  now  show  you  some  dyers’ waste  liquors,  which  ex- 
hibitall  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  and  a  few  others  be¬ 
sides.  We  have  in  our  laboratory  succeeded  in  purifying 
most  of  these  liquids,  but  may  as  well  state  here  that  there 
is  no  universal  medicine  for  such  purifications.  Mor¬ 
dants  or  precipitating  agents  must  be  found  by 
experiment,  and  we  have  also  discovered  that  in  some 
cases  the  polluting  substances  will  pay  the  cost  of  their 
recovery. 


“  Chemical  works  are  popularly  considered  great  pollutors. 
This  is,  however,  a  mistake ;  of  course,  when  a  chemical 
works  does  pollute  a  stream  it  does  it  properly  ;  but  you 
must  consider  that  chemical  works  make  the  chemicals, 
is  the  users  who  throw  them  away  when  done  with.  A 
very  common  effluent  from  a  chemical  works  is  chloride  of 
calcium,  of  which  here  is  a  sample. 

“  Soda  works,  bleach  powder  works,  and  others  produce 
and  discharge  large  quantities  of  this  compound  ;  it  is  not 
noxious  and  has  no  effect  on  health  when  running  down  a 
stream.  Weak,  it  does  not  affect  fish  ;  when  strong  it  will 
kill  them,  just  as  strong  brine  will  kill  sea-water  fish. 

“  There  are  many  things  that  should  be  absolutely  pro¬ 
hibited  from  entering  either  sewers  or  streams,  and  such 
fluids  could  be  made  to  come  under  some  general  rule 
without  specifying  them  by  name ;  I  shall  refer  to  this 
again. 

“  I  have  already  told  you  that  for  many  years  we  have 
made  the  treatment  of  waste  waters  from  manufactories  a 
leading  feature.  During  the  Jubilee  year  a  firm  of  manu¬ 
facturers  asked  us  to  purify  the  waste  water  of  which  I  now 
exhibit  two  samples. 

“With  all  our  experience  in  such  matters  our  hearts 
quailed  before  such  Augean  refuse  as  this ;  still  we  tackled 
the  problem,  and  to-day,  instead  of  8,000  gallons  of  the 
mixture  of  liquids  you  see  in  the  two  glasses,  there  are 
turned  out  8,000  gallons  of  liquid  such  as  is  seen  in  the  tall 
jar  before  you. 

“  I  may  add,  this  No.  1  jar  is :  fulling  stock  liquor,  and 
No.  2  is  dye  house  liquor  from  a  woollen  mill. 

“  Woollen  mills  are  fearful  pollutors  ;  if  anyone  doubts 
this  statement,  let  them  approach  and  appreciate  the  odour 
of  the  fluid  in  this  jar.  There  was  a  time  when  the  people 
of  a  large  and  learned  city  drank  a  solution  of  this  fluid, 
but  a  higher  taste  having  been  cultivatedin  the  community, 
they  have  drawn  the  line  at  this  odorous  beverage. 

“  Strange  to  say,  wool  scourers’  refuse  can  be  made  a 
source  of  mueh  revenue,  if  gone  about  the  right  way,  but  I 
doubt  very  much  if  you  will  induce  some  to  do  it,  unless 
compelled  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

“  I  have  known  of  several  cases  where  it  has  been  proved 
to  the  pollutors  that  stopping  their  pollution  would  bring 
them  in  returnsjof  thousands  of  pounds  per  annum,  and  yet 
their  reply  has  been  :  Oh  !  we  can’t  go  into  that ;  ive  are  not 
chemical  manufacturers  are  not  half  such  dreadful 
pollutors  of  our  watercourses  as  chemical  users. 

"I  would  now  crave  your  attention  fora  few  moments 
to  consider  the  bearings  of  all  the  facts  I  have  put  before 
you.  To  my  mind  it  is  clear  enough  that  the  longing  for 
a  purer  river  is  not  an  idle  dream.  The  thing  is  possible, 
and  the  realisation  of  the  project  only  requires  a  strong 
arm  guided  by  the  best  technical  knowledge  available  ; 
and,  as  a  beginning,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that,  with 
manufacturing  refuse,  the  matters  in  suspension  in  water 
or  other  fluid  should  be  the  first  point  of  attack.  Is  it 
right  that  matters  should  be  sent  into  the  river  in  the  state 
shown  by  some  of  these  bottles  ? 

“  But  it  will  often  happen  that  a  manufacturer  will  have 
two  kinds  of  waste  liquors,  each  clear  in  itself,  but  when 
mixed  will  produce  a  precipitate  such  as  I  now  show  you. 

“I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  every  manufacturer 
should  mix  all  his  liquids  together,  so  that  they  may  act 
on  each  other  in  his  works,  and  this  would  be  an  immense 
advantage  to  the  river.  I  would  also  suggest  that  all  out¬ 
lets  should  be  brought  into  one  general  outlet  channel,  so 
as  to  be  under  proper  control  and  supervision,  and  I  would 
make  it  an  offence  to  have  more  than  one  outlet  in  con¬ 
nection  with  any  sewer  or  public  watercourse. 

“The  recommendation  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Com¬ 
missioners,  unfortunately  not  followed  in  the  Act  of  1876, 
were  that  no  liquid  should  be  allowed  to  enter  a  river 
containing  more  than  one  grain  of  suspended  organic 
matter,  or  three  grains  of  suspended  mineral  matter  per 
100,000  parts,  was  a  perfectly  rational  suggestion,  and  we 
shall  have  to  return  to  that  ideal  before  any  good  is  done. 
It  is  much  easier  to  perform  filtering  operations  now  than 
it  was  in  1876.  You  have  only  to  go  to  the  Pulsometer 
Engineering  Company,  of  London,  Mr.  William  Birch,  of 
our  own  county  borough,  who  has  a  very  compact  and 
efficient  machine,  or  to  Messrs.  Slack  and  Brownlow,  and 
last,  though  not  least,  we  have  a  very  cheap  and  compact 
filter  for  large  volumes  of  dirty  fluids,  to  keep  suspended 
matters  from  entering  the  river. 

“  But  there  is  a  great  difficulty  to  encounter  in  the  act  of 
1876  itself.  Clause  20  says  :  ‘  Solid  matter  shall  not  include 
particles  of  matter  in  suspension  in  water,’  so  that  on 
general  grounds  it  will  admit  the  liquid  I  now  hold  up  to 
your  gaze. 

“  If  the  act  will  admit  such  liquor  as  this— which,  I 
may  say,  i«  the  filthiest  liquid  I  have  ever  seen— I  ask 
you  whether  such  an  act  is  worth  the  paper  it  is  printed 
on  ? 

“I must  say  that  the  next  line  of  the  definition  (clause 20) 
is  a  perfectly  just  one:  ‘Polluting  shall  not  include 
innocuous  discolouration.’ 

“In  the  samples  I  have  already  shown  you  we  have 
purified  these  two  waters,  and  produced  an  effluent  im¬ 
measurably  superior  to  the  originals  at  small  cost,  but  you 
see  the  colouring  matter  has  not  been  completely 
abstracted.  The  fact  that  this  is  considered  satisfactory  is 
proved  by  its  allowance  by  the  Conservancy  Board  of  the 
river  into  which  it  flows. 

“One  word  more  and  I  have  finished.  I  would  not  be  con¬ 
tent  with  simply  prohibiting  the  entrance  of  suspended 
matters  into  our  streams.  Water  from  factories  may  be 
very  acid  or  very  alkaline.  I  have  two  of  such  waters 
here  now  before  you.  You  will  see  that  they  are  quite 
clean,  and  by  sight  alone  may  be  pronounced  fit  for  entry 
into  any  water  course. 

“  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  no  liquid  be  allowed  to 
enter  a  stream  that  contained  more  than  some  given 
quantity  of  acid  or  alkali.  I  could  give  you  several 
instances  where  liquids  have  been  refused  entry  into 
sewers  on  this  account,  and  strange  to  say  the  works  are 
not  brought  to  a  standstill,  as  predicted,  but  have  found 
methods  to  purify  at  a  profit. 

“At  the  present  time,  I  think  we  shall  have  to  regard 
the  pollution  by  sewage  as  being  the  most  serious.  The 
principles  underlying  this  vast  subject  have  not  been 
treated  on  in  this  lecture,  as  we  hope  to  do  this  in  our 
lecture  of  March  next.  Upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  March 
we  shall  throw  open  our  rooms  to  those  who  desire  a 
demonstration  of  our  new  process  for  sewage  treatment, 
illustrated  by  experiments,  and  a  working  model  of  the 
apparatus  required,  in  order  to  show  those  assembled  how 
we  have  been  able  to  transform  the  Salford  sewage  into 
the  bright  and  sparkling  liquid  you  now  see  before  you.” 

Messrs.  G.  and  A.  Davis,  chemical  engineers,  32,  Black- 
friars-street,  Manchester,  make  a  special  study  of  the 
utilization  or  purification  of  waste  liquors  from  paper 
mills,  bleach  works,  chemical  works,  dye  works,  print 
works,  tanneries,  &c. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 


J0T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thamos. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

{30  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  1 75  „  ,,  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Addk  80  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  I  ham. 

50  „  ,,  Barnes.  1.85  „  ,,  Teddington. 

Example  If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Mar.  14 . 

Sunday,  ,,  15 . 

Morning. 

Evening 

.  4.52 

5.31 

Monday,  ,,  16 . 

. 6.11 

Tuesday,  ,,  17 . 

. 6.58 

Wednesday,,  18 . 

. 7.58 

Thursday,  ,,  49 . 

. 9.23 

Friday,  „  20 . 

.  10.59 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  another  downfall  of  snow  just  at  the  end  of 
the  season  came  as  a  most  unwelcome  visitor  and  damaged 
all  prospects  of  a  successful  termination.  At  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  general  angling  season  it  would  be  a  desira¬ 
ble  movement  <?n  the  part  of  the  fishermen  if  they  find, 
on  an  examination  of  their  old  punts,  there  are  any  that 
are  next  to  being  unfit  for  future  use,  they  will  either  offer 
them  to  the  T.A.P.S.  at  a  low  figure  or  make  them  a 
present  for  sinking  them  in  their  portion  of  the  river.  They 
will  then  be  doing  a  great  service  at  the  present  time  in 
the  efforts  to  protect  and  preserve  the  spawn  and  brood  of 
fish.  The  preservation  of  the  fishery,  in  which  the  pro¬ 
fessional  fisherman  derives  so  much  benefit,  should  not  be 
altogether  of  a  one-sided  character,  but  they  should  assist 
the  society  in  every  possible  way  ;  and  that  of  sinking  old 
punts  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  movements  in  the 
direction  of  fish  preservation — they  have  been  rightly 
termed  “  silent  keepers.”  In  reference  to  my  recent  re¬ 
marks  about  fishing  in  private  waters,  I  find  the  owners 
are  beginning  to  put  a  check  on  the  evil  of  anglers  taking 
away  all  the  fish  they  catch,  even  after  limiting  the  size. 
I  have  been  informed  by  a  valued  correspondent  of  one  of 
these  places,^  where  my  good  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
caught  his  37-pounder,  the  rule  is  now  only  two  rods  and 
one  fish  over  61b.  allowed  for  each  to  take  away.  This  may 
be  an  extreme  change,  but  from  my  own  experience  of 
days  gone  by,  if  a  limit  had  been  made  in  the  permissions 
there  would  bo  more  and  better  angling  in  private  waters 
at  the  present  time  than  there  is  now.  I  am  sorry  to 
receive  constant  reports  of  the  picking  up  of  dead  trout, 
and  the  present  week  has  been  anything  but  exceptional. 
That  excellent  fisherman,  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton, 
writes  as  follows  :  “  I  regret  to  say  I  have  recently  picked 
up  two  dead  trout,  one  of  Gib.,  and  one  that  had  been 
hooked  at  the  side  of  the  mouth,  -between  61b.  and  71b.” 
I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  our 
honorary  river-keeper  at  Chertsey,  that  the  trout  ova  has 
gone  on  most  satisfactorily  without  a  single  death.  The 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  at  their  last  meeting,  accorded 
him  a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  liberality  in 
respect  to  the  ova  and  for  his  earnest  co-operation  in  their 
work  in  that  portion  of  the  river.— B. 

Richmond.— Job  Brain,  sen.,  in  four  days,  101b.  of  roach 
and  dace  ;  Job  Brain,  jun.,  in  three  days,  291b. ;  H.  Mansell, 
in  one  day,  101b. ;  Henry  Howard,  in  four  days,  twenty-eight 
dozen,  and  H.  Wheeler,  in  one  day,  71b. 

Twickenham. — C.  Brown,  during  the  week,  101b.  roach 
and  dace  ;  Samuel  Cole,  in  three  days,  251b.  ;  Richard 
Coxen,  during  the  week,  thirty -seven  dozen  ;  George  Coxen, 
351b. ;  John  Coxen,  sen.,  in  one  day,  seven  and  a-half  dozen; 
John  Frost,  in  three  and  a-half  days,  751b.,  and  two  bream, 
the  largest  311b. ;  J.  Dunn,  during  the  week,  thirty-one 
dozen  ;  Pert  Hammerton,  651b. ;  John  Spong,  in  five  days, 
601b.  of  roach  ;  one  of  the  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Dix,  of  Epsom, 
weighed  lib.  lOoz.,  and  has  been  sent  for  preservation;  and 
F.  Wiggins,  in  one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Teddington.— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two  days,  ten  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace ;  and  C.  Baldwin,  during  the  week, 
seventeen  dozen,  and  one  chub. 

Kingston.— John  Johnson,  in  three  and  a-half  days, 
thirty-four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  and  N.  Bolton,  in  two 
days,  seven  dozen  of  dace  and  five  jack. 

Sunbury.— The  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with 
roach  and  dace. 

Shepperton.— G.  Rosewell  writes  he  has  been  out  three 
days  jack  fishing,  with  the  following  result :  One  day  with 
Mr.  Young,  one  brace  of  fish  weighing  101b. ;  another  day 
with  Mr.  West,  two  brace,  the  largest  fish  71b. ;  and 
another  day  with  Mr.  Masters,  three  fish. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  says:— “I  have  been  out 
six  days,  and  done  well  with  fish  of  all  sorts,  one  good  day 
being  with  Mr.  Menear,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  six  chub, 
the  largest  chub  weighing  6£lb. ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Wilson,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  ten  chub,  the  largest 
chub  21b.  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Robinson,  of  the 
Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  six  jack,  nine  chub, 
and  a  very  nice  perch,  weighing  141b.” 

Upper  Thames. — The  past  week  has  proved  a  great 
disappointment  to  those  anglers  who  meant  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  seeming  excellence  of  the  Thames  and  of  the 
few  remaining  days  of  the  coarse  season  to  do  big  things 
among  jack,  roach,  or  chub.  Punts  and  bankers  were 
strongly  in  evidence,  and  fair  sport  all  round  has  been 
obtained,  but  for  those  who  intended  to  remain  the  week 
the  blizzard  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  was  too  utterly  utter, 
and  they  went  homewards  in  a  rage  of  storm  and  dis¬ 
appointment.  The  outlook  for  trout  in  April  seems  very 
dismal  just  now  with  all  this  snow  about,  but  in  my  rambles 
in  the  late  sunny  weather  I  found  out  the  residence  of 
several  real  good  ones,  and  will  advise  my  readers  of  the 
exact  haunts  later  on.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— By  the  time  this  is  in  print  anglers 
will  be  wetting  their  last  line,  and  with  a  fair  chance  of  a 
bit  of  sport  not  withstanding  the  snow  i  but  it  has  effectually 
stopped  my  little  game.  All  engagements  postponed  till  by 
ftnd  by;  more  the  pity.  Out  with  patrons  on  the  9th  and  11th, 


had  vory  fair  sport  with  the  chub,  and  one  fish  (a  beauty) 
got  in  the  boughs,  and  stopped  there  till  we  got  close 
enough  to  release  him  ;  he  strggled  hard  and  straightened 
the  hook;  he  was  about  41b.  last  Monday,  will  be  61b.  next 
year.  I  saw  a  gentleman  in  Windsor,  this  evening,  caught 
three  nice  jack  to-day;  tho  same  angler  had  fivo  jack  last 
Saturday,  not  far  from  here.  Going  up  stream  on  the  8tb,  I 
saw  three  trout  on  the  move,  one  so  near  the  punt  we  gave 
each  other  a  parting  wink  ;  in  fact,  he  ran  his  bait  so  close 
I  had  a  good  survey  of  him.— G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Windsor).— The  recent  snowstorm  has  come 
as  a  great  surprise  and  disappointment  to  anglers  in  this 
neighbourhood;  the  few  remaining  days  of  tho  Thames 
coarse  fishing,  which  expires  on  the  14th  inst.,  being 
entirely  spoiled,  and  the  majority  of  anglers  will  not 
attempt  wetting  a  line  now.  Before  the  fall  jack  were 
feeding  well,  one  angler  taking  five  out  of  eight  runs  in  a 
very  short  time,  ranging  from  31b.  to  41b.;  another  had  about 
201b.  of  chub,  and  a  very  fine  roach.  The  best  chub  has 
been  one  taken  in  the  college  grounds  by  Mr.  Pryor,  a 
student,  weight  2|lb. ;  another  student,  Mr.  J.  Hor.by, 
having  one  of  21b.;  Mr.  J.  lYmng,  of  Windsor,  hashed  a 
nice  basket  of  roach  and  dace,  weight,  1141b.,  also  a  chub 
of  ljlb.  A  fine  dog  otter,  the  first  captured  this  wi:Aer, 
•urns  trapped  on  the  8th  inst.,  by  Mr.  G.  Haines,  of  hid 
Windsor  ;  have  not  yet  heard  exact  size,  but  undersf  ;nd 
it  was  a  fine  animal.  In  a  few  hours  I  expect  to  s  :o  a 
thick  water,  which  will  certainly  improve  prosper!  ;  for 
the  trouting  season,  which  commences  1st  proximo.— 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Despite  the  return  of  winterly 
weather  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week,  and  taking  all  things  into  account,  have  done  fairly. 
Messrs.  A.  C.  Finney  and  T.  Spight  had  one  day  six  pike, 
weighing  from  31b.  to  7Jlb.  each.  Mr.  Hawkins  had  on 
another  day,  eighteen  fine  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Summerson,  of 
Brigg,  on  another  occasion,  two  pike,  about  31b.  each.  The 
water  is  in  fine  condition  for  the  closing  season.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  of  any  trout  fishing  in  the  local  becks,  and 
should  strongly  advise  anglers  to  leave  them  alone  for 
another  month  at  least.— Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton) — Three  feet  of  snow  on  the  level, 
and  drifts  of  ten  and  twelve  feet  on  Exmoor;  consequently 
no  fish  or  fishing,  and  our  river  nearly  frozen  over.— 
Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— Winter  is  again  upon  us,  and  the  end  of 
the  coarse  fish  season  bids  fair  to  prove  a  blank.  At  the 
end  of  last  week,  with  favourable  weather,  the  Adur  was 
fairly  well  patronised,  and  some  good  roach  and  dace  taken. 
From  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ouse  a  few  good  chub  and 
roach  were  secured,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  a  few  good 
roach.  A  pike  of  841b.  is  notified  me  from  the  Sofield 
district,  and  my  informant  states  there  are  a  few  good 
trout  to  be  seen  up  the  river.  The  weather  held  fine  over 
Sunday,  then  came  the  blizzard.  The  snow  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  in  places  10ft.  in  depth,  and  I  do  not  hear  of 
any  angler  braving  the  weather  since  the  downfall. 
Trouting  in  this  district  is  seldom  indulged  in  before  April, 
although  a  bit  of  worming  is  done  in  the  brooks,  but  what 
few  trout  there  are  left  at  present  are  lean  and  lank.  With 
the  first  break  of  the  frost  the  harbours  will  be  worth  a 
trial  amongst  the  smelt.  A  paternoster,  with  three  small 
hooks,  a  Booth’s  light  rod,  running  tackle,  with  ragworm 
as  bait,  is  the  best  outfit  for  this  sport.  Bass  are 
occasionally  met  with  early  in  the  season,  and  with  light 
tackle  an  angler  has  no  chance.— George  F.  Salter. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  clear,  with  warm 
sun  and  east  wind,  no  snow,  and  fish  rising  well  at 
intervals.  Rowland  C.  H.  Cotton,  Esq.,  of  Etwall  Hall, 
has  done  fairly  well  on  the  Birdsgrove  length  this  last 
week.  Several  grayling  of  over  lib.,  Hlb.  have  been  landed 
by  him  on  several  occasions.  The  best  killing  flies  have 
been  Hare’s  Ear  and  Small  Coachman,  also  Sand  Fly.— D. 
and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourn. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— At  last  we  have  had  rain, 
wind,  and  snow— the  former  was  much  wanted.  Tho 
rivers  on  this  side  the  island  wanted  water.  Mr.  H.  Bread}', 
who  had  a  dozen  very  good  fish  from  Glen  Rushen,  reports 
the  streams  on  the  west  of  the  island  as  mere  threads.  Sea¬ 
fishing  remains  very  fair.  If,  as  we  hope,  we  can  get 
shore  trawling  put  down,  and  three  miles  limit  enforced, 
we  will  have  fishing  worth  coming  for.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Exe  (Tiverton). — River  frozen  over  in  many  places  and 
very  low.  A  great  quantity  of  snow  to  go  off  when  the 
weather  changes.  The  outlook  for  the  angler  is  anything 
but  encouraging.— Wm.  Mudford. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).  —  The  return  of 
winter,  which  was  evidently  the  outcome  of  last  week’s 
gales,  was  a  great  disappointment  to  those  who  had  been 
looking  forward  to  a  final  visit  to  the  drains  in  this 
locality  as  a  fitting  ending  to  the  coarse  season.  Snow, 
and  frost,  and  wind  practically  put  fishing  out  of  the 
question  on  the  earlier  days  of  the  week,  and  though  the 
weather  has  moderated  n  ■  . '  ’  -  -1  since,  it  is  almost  a 
certainty  that  the  grea>  'n.,juruy  0f  anglers  will  not 
trouble  the  wators  again  thi  *  side  mid- June.  Probably  a 
few  fish  might  have  been  c  night  by  those  who  stayed 
away ;  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  those  who 
tried  their  skill  under  the  circumstances,  were  poorly  re¬ 
paid.  Altogether  the  pike  season  has  been  a  poor  one,  but 
long  frost  and  bright  water  has  been  mainly  responsible 
for  this.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— During  last  week  I  hear  some  fine 
luck  was  obtained  in  a  private  water  in  the  upper  district 
among  the  pike.  One  gentleman  is  stated  to  have  caught 
six  fish,  the  best  being  1441b.,  with  threo  more  between 
101b.  and  121b.  each.  They  were  a  prime  lot,  and  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  the  best  haul  since  the  frost  in  this 
district.  Roach  and  chub  fishing  is  practically  at  a  stand¬ 
still  again.— L. 

Leicester. — Angling  at  Leicestershire  promises  to  finish 
in  a  remarkably  tamo  fashion.  The  weather  has  been  a 
positive  nuisance  as  regards  sport,  as  we  have  been  treated 
to  samples  of  almost  Arctic  severity,  biting  cold  winds,  with 
blinding  snowstorms,  keeping  many  anglers  who  would 
otherwise  have  had  a  few  days  to  finish  up  the  season  from 
their  favourite  haunts.  What  little  fishing  has  been  done 
in  the  Leicester  waters  was  obtained  above  the  town 
nearest  to  Aylestone.  and  from  here  a  few  baskets  of 
roach  and  chub  were  shown.  Although  very  late  for  pike 
fishing  several  anglers  would  not  be  denied.  In  one  instance 
four  and  a  half  brace  of  good  sized  fish  were  captured  by 
Messrs.  Watterfield  and  F.  Smith  at  some  waters  a  few 
miles  from  Leicester.  A  large  number  of  pike  that  have 
come  under  my  notice  taken  from  waters  in  this  locality 
during  the  last  few  weeks  have  been  very  full  of 
spawn.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  season  does 
not  end  quite  a  month  earlier  for  this  class  cf 
fish,  as  taking  them  just  now  is  clearly  a  case  of 
killing  tho  goose,  &c.  Most  of  the  trout  streams  in  this 
county  are  now  open,  hut  results  have  been  dreadfully 
poor.  Probably  this  state  of  things  will  undergo  a  big 


change  when  we  get  a  spell  of  decent  weather,  the  waters 
in  the  brooks  and  streams  being  of  good  colour  and  fairly 
up  to  their  usual  height. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  clear  and  a  nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  very 
severe  since  the  9th  inst.  Heavy  snow  fell  and  covered 
the  ground  and  hills  several  inches  deep,  and  has  pre¬ 
vented  anglers  going  out.  The  flies  used  before  the  change 
were  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cow 
Dung.  When  the  weather  gets  warmer  sport  should  bo 
good,  as  the  trout  are  in  capital  order  in  both  streams.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear,  but  little  has  been  done  in  it  as  yet.— 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  —  Fishing 
will  be  of  little  or  no  good  for  a  week  at  least.  Tho  rivers 
as  yet  are  low  and  fine,  and  not  affected  ;  as  the  snow  melts 
on  the  hills  some  is  sure  to  run  into  the  rivers.— R.  T. 
Williams. 


Medway  (Maidstone).— Some  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  in  the  lower  fens  of  the  Medway;  one  angler 
took  some  fine  roach,  all  good  fish.  Another  famous 
angler  caught  three  good  pike  ;  one  of  them  scaled  91b.— a 
very  pretty  fish,  all  taken  in  a  short  time.  Fishing  is  now 
done  for  this  season.'1'  We  have  had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow, 
which  will’spoil  the  chance  of  sport.— Wm.  Shrubsole. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).  —  Another  fine  pike  was 
captured  on  Saturday  at  Oundles  by  Mr,  Joe  Smith.  This 
specimen  was  even  larger  than  the  one  reported  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week.  It  weighed  211b.  good  weight, 
and  measured  41  inches  in  length.  Mr.  Ball  of  the 
Mai'ket  Place  had  this  grand  fish  on  view  at  his  establish¬ 
ment  several  days  and  it  attracted  considerable  attention. 
Other  pike  varying  from  61b.  to  151b.  have  been  taken  in 
the  Oundles  district  during  the  past  fortnight.  Several 
useful  dishes  of  roach  have  this  week  been  taken  near 
Peterborough,  and  some  pike  of  serviceable  proportions 
have  been  landed  at  Hansford,  a  favourite  spot  with 
Northamptonshire  anglers.  Roach,  bream,  and  chub  are 
all  biting  well  throughout  the  county.  Rain  is  needed. 
If  any  of  my  angling  friends  in  the  city  are  desirous  of 
a  day  or  two's  good  pike  fishing,  I  can  confidently  re¬ 
commend  them  to  give  the  waters  between  Peterborough 
Oundles  a  visit.  Good  sport  can  be  relied  on  if  the 
elements  are  fairly  satisfactory.  Have  just  heard  of  a 
good  capture  of  pike  at  Wellingborough,  the  heaviest  has 
bumped  tho  balance  at  251b.  Three  gentlemen  of  the 
Nene  Angling  Club  have  also  had  a  fine  day’s  sport  at 
the  same  place,  the  total  of  their  catch  which  was 
pricipally  pike,  amounted  to  1351b.,  largest  pike  2011b. 
Have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  name  of  the  lucky 
angler  who  obtained  the  251b.  pike.  All  through  the 
county  come  highly  favourable  reports  of  the  pike  fishing. 
— W.  J . 


Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  latter  part  of  this  week  has 
been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing.  Nothing  has  been 
done  since  tho  8th  inst.,  when  only  a  few  small  jack  were 
landed  until  to  day  (Thursday),  it  being  a  bright  day 
brought  them  on  tho  feed,  but  no  large  ones  were  taken.— 
H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Yorkshire)  and  Tributaries.— The  storm,  which 
made  its  appearance  on  Sunday  and  Monday  has  continued, 
and  of  course  has  greatly  interfere  with  the  coarse  fisher¬ 
men  ;  but  up  to  Saturday  they  have  had  some  good  sport 
in  the  Ouse,  Foss,  Derwent,  and  Pocklington  Canal.  Mr. 
Bainbridge,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Y"ork  Grosvenor  Club,  and 
friends,  have  secured  some  nice  pike  in  the  latter  water, 
and  several  members  of  the  York,  Ebor,  Pulford,  and 
North-Eastern  clubs  have  brought  in  nice  jack  and  roach 
from  the  Ouse  and  Derwent.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  York,  also 
secured  last  week  a  91b.  jack  in  the  Foss.  Mr.  J.  Swales 
and  two  friends,  of  the  N.  E.  R.  Club,  have  been  also  suc¬ 
cessful  on  a  day  last  week  in  the  private  waters  at  Castle 
Howard  amongst  the  pike.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  record 
the  fact  that  several  permits  have  of  late  been  granted  to 
fish  the  private  waters  at  Castle  Howard.  The  north  lake, 
it  is  well-known,  contains  some  of  the  finest  pike  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  other  week  Lord  Carlisle,  whilst  trolling  from 
a  boat,  succeeded  in  hooking  and  landing  a  grand  speci¬ 
men,  which  weighed  over  271b.  I  hear  it  is  being  set  up, 
and  will  find  a  fitting  place  in  the  fine  museum  at  the 
Castle. — Ronald. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester). -Both  streams 
low  and  clear.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
past  week— have  not  heard  of  a  single  trout  being  taken, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  some  fine  chub,  very  few  coarse 
fish.  The  jack  have  been  going  pretty  freely  at  the  dead 
goi’ge  and  live-baits  in  the  Severn,  but  the  fish  taken  have 
run  small.  To-day  (Tuesday)  the  close  season  for  coarse 
fish  commences,  and  as  there  will  be  no  permits  granted 
to  Severn  anglers  from  Darley  Brook,  near  Bridgnorth, 
downwards,  it  is  hoped  it  will  bo  the  means  of  increasing 
the  stock  in  the  river,  which  at  present  is  very  low  indeed. 
I  regret  to  state  that  on  March  8  there  were  two  dead 
salmon  taken  out  of  the  Teme  below  Powick  Bridge.  The 
one  looked  about  101b.,  the  other  probably  251b.  They  were 
out  of  condition,  but  no  symptoms  of  disease  or  injury 
about  them  to  account  for  death.  The  men  who  got  them 
out  of  the  water  decamped  with  the  smaller  one,  leaving 
the  other  one  on  the  river  bank.  At  present  we  have  about 
four  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground,  with  a  biting  north  wind 
blowing,  so  angling  may  be  said  to  be  at  a  standstill.— 
Fieldwing. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still  in  good 
order  for  angling.  Up  to  the  10th  inst.,  the  weather  was 
good  for  anglers  to  get  on  the  water,  but  a  strong  breeze 
was  moving.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  took  place  on  the  10th 
inst.,  covering  the  ground  twoor  three  inches  deep,  and  at 
night  a  sharp  frost  set  in.  Angling  will  be  quiet  for  a  few 
days,  until  the  snowgoes.  Before  thesnow  the  trout  had  be¬ 
gun  to  move  better.  Several  anglers  were  out  with  the  fly, 
and  [several  nice  trout  were  landed,  but  altogether  sport 
has  not  been  good  as  yet,  warm  weather  being  wanted  to 
bring  more  flies  on  the  water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clune, 
and  Ledwyche,  arc  all  clear,  but  tho  snow  has  interfered 
with  anglers  getting  out  on  them.—  S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  snow  has  fallen  and 
covered  tho  ground  several  inches  deep.  Angling  had 
been  fairly  good  before  the  change  in  the  weather,  tho 
water  being  in  nice  order  and  the  trout  were  beginning  to 
move  better  at  the  fly.  The  flies  at  present  are  the  Blue 
Dun,  February  Red,  and  Cow  Dung.  Sport  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  when  tho  snow  goes.  Tho  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Led¬ 
wyche  are  clear.  Fishing  quiet  every  where.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Winterly  weather  has  again 
prevailed,  although  fortunately  we  have  escaped  the  heavy 
downfalls  of  snow  which  appear  to  have  played  sad  havoc 
in  the  south.  On  Monday  the  river  came  on  a  few  weeks, 
but  the  influx  quickly  disappeared,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
water  was  again  running  at  low  summer  level.  Anglers 
have  devoted  attention  to  chub  fishing,  and  on  Saturday 
one  of  tho  members  of  the  Wellington  Society  (Mr.  H. 
Hodgson)  returned  with  eight  very  good  fish  from  the 
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Hoveringham  district.  The  best  weighed  31b.  12oz.,  and 
was  duly  recorded  on  the  society’s  books.  Mr.  T.  Greaves, 
another  member,  has  been  amongst  the  perch  at  Weston, 
killing  one  of  lib.  2oz„  and  he  also  landed  with  the  same 
class  of  bait— the  worm— a  pike  of  above  31b.  It  is  signifi¬ 
cant  that  of  late  several  small  pike  have  been  taken  in  the 
river  with  the  w'orm.  In  the  Tansfield  district  Mr.  H.  It. 
Jackson  seems  to  have  been  highly  successful  amongst  the 
pike  with  the  live  gudgeon.  He  bagged  six  fish,  the  best 
weighing  1441b.,  and  three  of  the  others  averaged  between 
101b.  and  111b.  each.— The  Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Just  prior  to  the  gale 
we  have  had  from  the  N.E.  pier  anglers  were 
making  good  takes  of  exceptionally  tine  plaice  (some  of 
them  up  to  211b.  each),  and  for  the  most  part,  by  Ashing 
from  the  outer  pier.  The  heavy  weather  we  have  just 
had  has,  as  usual,  brought  members  of  large  billet  into  the 
harbour  and  the  immediate  bay.— H. 

Wharfe.— The  valleys  are  once  more  deep  in  snow,  and 
it  appears  as  though  after  all  our  excellent  prospects  of  an 
early  trout  season  we  a:e  again  to  suffer  bitter  disappoint¬ 
ment,  as  even  when  the  snow  departs,  it  will  be  some  time 
before  the  rivers  are  free  from  snow  broth.— F.  H. 

^EasUand  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).  —  We 

have  had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  Ashing  is  quite  out  of 
the  question  at  present— H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Very  few  trout 
caught  during  the  past  week.  River  still  very  low,  and 
water  bright.  A  small  basket  of  about  21b.  was  taken  the 
other  day,  and  the  trout  were  in  very  fair  condition,  con¬ 
sidering  the  early  part  of  the  season.— H. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— A  few  trout  have  been  taken  by  the 
Abergavenny  Association  with  the  Ay  during  the  week, 
several  of  them  in  very  good  condition.— J.  C. 


Scotoh  Reports. 

Brora  (Sutherland).— During  the  past  ten  days  the 
weather  has  been  changeable  in  the  extreme,  causing  sport 
to  be  very  erratic.  On  Wednesday,  the  4th,  an  extremely 
heavy  Aood  put  Ashing  out  of  the  question.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  Gunnis  had  four  Ane  Ash,  and  Mr.  Hall  three.  On 
Friday,  a  wild,  stormy  day,  Mr.  Gunnis  caught  two,  and 
Mr.  Hall  two.  The  river  being  so  high  Pol-Fedder  alone 
was  Ashable,  and  in  it  all  the  eleven  Ash  were  caught.  On 
Saturday,  7th,  with  an  intense  frost,  fell  a  great  deal  of 
snow,  which  will  interrupt  sport  considerably.— Colin 
Gunn. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— A  fresh  run  of  Ash  came  away 
the  week  before  last,  but,  owing  to  the  very  stormy  nature 
of  the  vreather,  little  angling  has  been  done,  so  that  few 
of  them  have  been  seen.  A  pretty  heavy  snowfall  took 
place  early  in  the  week,  which  is  all  the  more  welcome  for 
the  after  effects.  Meantime  operations  have  almost  been 
entirely  suspended.  Very  fair  sport  was  got  every  day  the 
week  before  last  on  the  Balmoral  reaches,  while  there  is 
abundance  of  Ash  in  the  reaches  as  far  as  Braemar,  but 
little  attempt  has  been  made  to  Ash  them.  It  is  so  often 
the  case  that  the  game  is  hardly  worth  the  candle  that 
these  waters  do  not  always  command  attention  in  the  early 
months,  but  the  opposite  should  be  the  case  this  season. 
On  the  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  Muller  landed 
some  fourteen  Ash  last  week,  Ave  on  Monday,  scaling  from 
81b.  to  21Jlb. ;  one  on  Tuesday  of  61b. ;  one  on  Wednesday 
of  81b. ;  two,  of  71b.  and  741b.,  on  Thursday ;  and  Ave,  scal¬ 
ing  from  91b.  to  201b  ,  on  Friday;  while  Mr.  Hodges,  on  the 
same  section,  had  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  151b.,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  one  of  201b.  on  Tuesday,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  on 
Wednesday.  On  the  Morven  water  McHardy  had  one  of 
81b.,  and  McIntosh  four  Ash  on  the  Monaltrie  water  scaling 
81b.,  81b.,  81b„  and  1041b.  The  Cambus  O’May  water, 
although  in  excellent  trim,  has  not  yet  been  Ashed.  Capt. 
Davidson  and  Lady  Theodora  Davidson  have  arrived  at 
the  Dinnet  Ashings  for  the  spring  months.  The  middle 
and  lower  sections  have  yielded  but  poor  results  lately. 
On  the  Lower  Dess  water  Mr.  F.  Pickop,  Glassel  House, 
landed  four  Ash  for  the  week,  two,  of  9Jlb.  and  1041b.,  on 
Monday,  one  of  81b.  on  Wednesday,  and  another  of  the 
same  weight  on  Saturday,  while  Mr.  Grimble  had  one  of 
91b.  in  the  Carlogie  water  on  Thursday,  and  Mr.  Lamond 
one  of  81b.  on  Kincardine  Lodge  water  on  Friday.  Capt. 
Miles  has  now  taken  the  Carlogie  section  for  a  short  time. 
On  the  Blackhall  section  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  landed 
four  Ash  during  the  last  week  in  February  scaling  from 
81b.  to  131b.,  and  seven  last  week,  ranging  from  71b.  to  131b., 
three  on  Monday,  three  on  Thursday,  and  one  on  Saturday. 
On  the  Oairnton  water  Mr.  J.  Turner  Farley  had  a  few  Ash 
ranging  from  81b.  to  201b.  Mr.  Farley  landed  a  Ane  Ash  of 
over  201b.  fresh  from  the  sea,  which  had  evidently  been 
lacerated  by  a  seal,  and  in  which  the  fungoid  disease 
( Saprolegina  ferax)  had  made  deep  and  rapid  progress  in 
the  wounds  on  its  side.  Several  Ash  of  the  last  run  have 
been  got  much  affected  with  disease.  On  the  Park  water 
a  nice  Ash  of  81b.  was  got  on  Tuesday,  the  3rd  inst.,  but 
very  few  details  are  to  hand  from  the  lower  sections.  The 
returns  from  the  netting  stations  on  the  coast  have  been 
improving ;  in  fact,  a  good  average  has,  on  the  whole,  been 
well  maintained  on  the  sea  stations,  but  the  river  netters 
have  as  yet  scored  but  poor  returns.  Finnock  and  sea 
trout  have  been  fairly  plentiful  on  the  tidal  reaches,  and 
a  few  have  been  got. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  continued  stormy 
during  the  past  week  in  this  district,  and  there  was  no 
improvement  in  the  salmon  Ashings.  The  fro3t  was  so  severe 
that  sheets  of  ice  were  formed  on  the  river,  and  the  heavy 
seas  somewhat  silted  the  estuary.  Snow  has  fallen  heavily 
and  the  water  is  beginning  to  rise,  and  when  fresh  weather 
sets  in  the  river  will  be  in  Aood.  The  net  Ashermen  have 
been  trying  the  nets  on  the  lower  sections  with  but  indif¬ 
ferent  success.  For  the  week  only  one  box  of  salmon  was 
got,  the  weight  of  which  was  lfcwts.  At  the  coast  the 
Ashermen  have  not  got  to  sea  since  the  end  of  last  week, 
owing  to  the  heavy  swell  on  the  coast.  The  weather  on 
the  11th  inst.  was  slightly  better,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  storm,  which  has  continued  for  a  fortnight,  will  be 
spent  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  nets  on  the  different 
stations  are  out  of  Ashing  order,  the  sea  having  twisted 
and  disarranged  them.  For  the  corresponding  week  last 
year  the  total  consignments  to  the  markets  was  seven 
boxes,  compared  with  two  boxes  this  week.  At  Gardens- 
town  the  salmon  Ashers  got  to  sea  on  Thursday  and  Satur¬ 
day  of  last  week.  On  the  former  day  they  had  sixteen 
beautiful  Ash,  and  on  the  latter  two.  The  Ashings  on 
this  part  of  the  coast  up  to  the  present  date,  for  the 
season  have  been  the  best  for  several  years  back.  Little 
has  been  done  by  anglers.  Trout  Ashing  is  the  only  sport 
in  the  meantime.  Although  there  are  a  good  many  Ash  in 
the  pools  they  will  not  rise.  Since  the  river  commenced 
to  rise  disease  has  not  been  so  prevalent.— H.  W, 

Delvine,  -  On  Tuesday,  March  10  th,  Alex,  Panton, 


Delvine,  Ashed  Delvine,  and  killed  a  Asb  91b.— J. 
Cameron.  . 

Don.— Some  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  tidal 
reaches  at  securing  a  basket,  but  the  present  state  of  the 
weather  has  put  premature  check  on  even  the  hardiest 
angler.  Two  notorious  poachers  were  smartly  dealt  with 
in  the  Sheriff  Court  the  other  day  by  Sheriff  Brown.  They 
were  found  along  with  another  labourer,  who  has  since 
absconded,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  with  a  net  for  the 
purpose  of  illegally  taking  salmon.  There  were  eight  pre¬ 
vious  convictions  recorded  against  one  and  Ave  against 
the  other.  The  sheriff,  however,  mulcted  them  both  in  the 
sum  of  £5  each,  with  nineteen  shillings  and  sixpence  of 
expenses  each,  or  thirty  days  in  prison.— Don. 

Findhorn.— Next  to  no  sport  has  been  had  with  the  big 
“ ’uns  ”  on  this  river  yet,  but  the  netting;  so  far  has  been 
fairly  up  to  the  usual  average.  Its  severity  must  account 
for  the  poverty  of  the  salmon  angling,  which  every  year  gets 
poorer  and  later.  This  severe  snowstorm  will  keep  back 
the  advent  of  the  early  trout  Ashing.  The  Findhorn’s  best 
time  for  this  sort  of  Ashing  is  between  the  middle  of  April 
and  the  middle  of  June.  The  Cluny  Hill  Hydropathic, 
Forres,  has  the  Ashing  on  six  miles  of  the  river  for  visitors. 

J.  Rennie. 

Forss  (Caithness).— In  last  report,  which  appeared  in 
the  issue  of  the  28th  ult.,  it  should  have  been  mentioned 
that  only  the  sport  obtained  by  the  WestAeld  House  rod 
was  given,  because  other  rods  had  had  better  sport ;  Mr. 
Smith,  Forss  House,  having,  within  the  period  speciAed, 
landed  seven  salmon.  Since  then  Mr.  Donald  MacNicol, 
WestAeld  House,  has  caught  six  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  121b.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  61b.  The 
river  is  now  completely  covered  with  ice,  and  angling  is 
in  the  meantime  out  of  the  question.  It  is  however 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  recent  heavy  spates  have 
cleared  the  river  of  most  of  the  kelts  with  which  it  was 
infested.  Should  favourable  weather  now  set  in  good 
sport  is  anticipated.— W.  T,  B. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Very  stormy  weather  has 
continued  here  since  my  last  report,  and  angling  prospects, 
which  looked  so  bright  some  little  time  ago,  are  now 
somewhat  gloomy  for  a  time  at  least.  On  Saturday  there 
was  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  with  much  snow,  and  on  Monday 
the  frost  was  very  severe,  and  while  the  frost  still  con¬ 
tinues,  although  all  day  it  has  been  calm  and  bright.  One 
or  two  anglers  ventured  out,  but  so  far  as  I  can  learn  got 
nothing.  This  state  of  matters  is  very  disappointing,  as 
there  is  abundance  of  new  Ash  in  the  river,  (and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  disease.  Until  a  thaw 
comes  little  can  be  done  by  anglers,  and  as  the  snow  lies 
deep  on  the  hills  and  valleys,  even  when  it  does  come  the 
river  must  take  some  time  to  get  into  Ashing  order.  The 
week’s  record,  which  is  a  poor  one,  is  as  follows  : — Wednes¬ 
day,  the  4th,  was  so  stormy  and  the  river  so  high,  no  anglers 
ventured  out.  On  the  5th,  which  was  still  very  stormy,  on 
No.  3,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  had  three  salmon  of  101b.  each. 
On  No.  2  Mr.  Kirk  had  one  of  91b.  On  No.  1  Mr.  Pilkington 
had  tevo  of  101b.  On  the  6th  Maior  Lawson  had  one  Ash  on 
No.  3  of  101b.  On  No.  2  Mr.|C.  H.  Akroyd  had  three  of  101b. 
On  No.  1  Mr.  Hick  one  of  9lh.  On  the  7th,  on  No.  6,  Mr. 
Hick  had  two  of  151b.  On  No.  5,  the  Suirgill  rod,  one  of 
101b.  On  No.  3  three  Ash  of  91b.  were  got.  On  No.  1  Mr. 
C.  H.  Akroyd  had  two  of  81b.  On  the  9th  only  one  Ash 
was  got  of  101b.  by  Mr.  Hick  on  No.  5.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
BriscoeJ  on  No.  2  got  one  of  91b.  Strong  frost  prevails  to¬ 
night  still. — S.  C. 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)— Twenty- 
six  salmon  were  got  since  last  report,  the  river  only  con¬ 
tributing  six.  There  is  quite  a  change  in  the  weather,  hard 
frost  experienced  for  the  last  three  nights,  consequently 
the  river  is  again  getting  low.  Fishing  on  the  loch 
on  the  3rd,  Mr.  Wilson  had  four,  weighing  respectively 
251b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  ;  on  the  river  two  were  got,  191b. 
and  101b.  On  the  4th,  four  were  got  on  the  loch,  231b., 
191b.,  171b.,  161b.;  and  two  small  ones  were  caught  off  the 
river,  81b.  and  61b.  Five  were  got  on  the  5th,  on  the  loch, 
weighing  from  111b.  to  191b.  On  the  6th  one  on  the  loch, 
81b. ;  river  blank.  On  the  7th  three  off  the  loch,  from  71b. 
to  121b. ;  river  blank.  On  the  9th  three  off  the  loch  ;  river 
blank. — Hison. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of;,  Killin.— On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water,  Mr.  Wade,  on  March  7,  caught  two  salmon,  of  141b. 
and  191b. ;  March  9,  one  salmon,  of  241b. ;  March  7,  Mr. 
Kettler;  one  salmon,  of  221b. ;  March  7,  Captain  Merchison 
two  salmon,  81b.  and  111b. ;  March  9,  ono  salmon,  181b.— 
Alpine  McAlpine. 

Oykel  (Oykel  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.)— Successful 
salmon  angling  has  been  very  much  retarded  by  the  bois¬ 
terous  nature  of  the  weather.  On  Thursday  last  week  Mr. 
William  Black,  novelist,  caught  a  salmon  of  1011b.  on  Long 
Pool,  and  on  Saturday  Dr.  Parsons  landed  one  of  1011b. 
on  Stone  Pool. — W.  T.  P. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B,).— The  weather  has  been  very 
stormy  for  nearly  a  fortnight.  During  the  whole  of  last 
week  the  river  was  not  Ashed  except  on  one  day  when 
Sheriff  Mackenzie,  Golspie,  tried  his  luck.  At  Little  Fall 
Pool  he  got  a  clean-run  salmon,  which  weighed  91b.— 
W.  T.  B. 

South  oi  Scotland.— With  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
return  of  severe  wintery  weather  in  the  south  of  Scotland 
the  reports  from  the  rivers  in  the  district  show  that  angling 
has  been  of  a  poor  description  and  below  the  average.  The 
hills  in  the  north  of  Dumfriesshire  have  a  coating  of  from 
six  to  eight  inches  of  snow,  while  in  the  lower  valleys  no 
fall  has  taken  place  to  speak  of.  In  the  Annan,  Mr.  Arthur 
Nicholson,  of  St.  Asaph,  North  Wales,  has  had  some  fair 
sport  in  the  lower  waters.  He  killed  four  good  trout  the 
other  day  with  March  Brown  Ay,  two  of  which  weighed 
over  lib.  each.  On  Wednesday  he  landed  three  trout,  all 
in  fair  condition.  His  Asherman  landed  a  small  salmon, 
which  turned  out  to  be  a  foul  Ash,  and  it  was  carefully  put 
back.  Mr.  Henry  Boyd,  Annan,  landed  a  good  brown  trout, 
and  he  also  hooked  and  landed  a  salmon,  which  proved  to 
be  a  kelt,  and  it  was  returned.  The  reports  from  the  various 
rivers  show  that  there  are  a  number  of  clean  salmon  in  the 
pools ;  but  the  extreme  weather  is  keeping  most  of  the 
anglers  indoors.  This  morning  all  the  rivers  were  amass 
of  Aoatingice,  which  did  not  disappear  until  the  afternoon. 
The  reports  from  the  Nith,  the  Border  Esk,  and  other  dis¬ 
trict  waters  are  a)l  quiet  in  tone.  One  or  two  spring  salmon 
have  been  killed  in  the  Esk,  but  generally  speaking  the 
angling  for  the  present  is  very  poor  and  decidedly  discourag¬ 
ing  for  the  coming  week  if  the  present  weather  continues. 
— Heatiierbell. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water).— Angling  during  the  past 
fortnight  has  been  almost  nil,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
river.  >Now,  howrever,  “she  has  grown,”  and  in  capital  ply. 
OntheMurthly  water  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Swansen,  Glasgow, 
had  a  very  nice  Ash  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  Wallis,  Glasgow,  one 
of  141b.  This  was  all  the  sport  on  the  hotel  Asheries  last 
week.  With  :mild  (weather  [there  ought  to  be  Ane  trout- 
ing  soon,— M,  G. 


Tweed.— Last  week’s  gales  have  culminated  in  our  being 
at  present  in  the  middle  of  a  second  winter,  as  it  were; 
snow  once  more  has  covered  up  the  face  of  mother  earth. 

“  Talk  about  angling !  if  you  had  said  sleighing  or  skating, 
ejaculation  used  by  a  Waltonian  the  other  day,  when 
broached  on  the  subj  ect  of  his  fancy.  As  the  gales  reported 
last  week  brought  down  the  rivers  somewhat,  to  the  extent 
of  .about  loin.— rain  having  fallen  heavily  westwards— it  is 
that  would  have  been  like  the  time  of  day.”  This  was  the 
unnatural  to  suppose  that  the  Ash  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  on  the  sea-coasts,  will  have 
made  an  upward  advance  to  the  middle  angling  waters. 
Seeing  that  the  rivers  were  pretty  full  on  Saturday,  Sunday 
and  even  on  Monday,  the  small  rise  was  still  observable— 
it  is  more  than  likely  that  a  number  of  clean  Ash  will  have 
ascended  the  river ;  but  the  snowstorm  which  has  held 
sway  hero  for  the  last  three  days,  added  to  the  severe  frosty 
winds,  has  deterred  sportsmen  from  venturing  on  to  the 
river.  Very  few  takes  are  to  be  recorded  during  the  past 
week ;  although  the  Hendersyde  water  is  again  to  the  front. 
On  the  splendid  stretch  last  week,  Mr.  James  Kerss, 
Sprouston,  had  three  nice  Ash— the  weights  being  81b.,  101b., 
and  121b.  respectively  ;  while  on  Tuesday  last  he  had  one  of 
fully  8.Jlb.  on  the  same  water.  The  prospects  of  the  angler 
on  this  river  for  the  present  seem,  so  far  as  supply  of  Ash 
is  concerned,  to  be  fairly  good  ;  but  suitable  weather  con¬ 
ditions  are  the  essential  points  to  successful  angling,  and 
of  this,  of  course,  the  devotee  of  the  rod  and  line  has  no 
command.  The  Tweed  net  Ashing,  are  still  doing  fairly 
well,  and  a  considerable  number  of  clean  salmon  are  got  on 
all  stations,  but  particularly  so  on  the  higher  reaches  above 
Berwick.  Trout  continue  scarce,  however,  and  prices  are 
about  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  salmon,  and  2s.  for  trout.  The 
weather  still  looks  stormy,  with  the  wind  from  the  north¬ 
west.—  Maxwheel. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).  —  Sport  continues 

Aat  on  the  East  Tyrone  rivers,  very  unfavourable  weather 
prevailing.  The  Ballinderry  is  very  low  and  clear  at 
present,  and  a  good  Aood  is  badly  needed.  On  Saturday, 
on  the  Aratsea  reach,  Mr.  William  McCord  had  four  prime 
brown  trout,  averaging  lib.  each,  and  also  a  splendid  91b. 
salmon,  in  good  condition  ;  but  the  best  Ash  of  the  week 
was  a  25lb.  salmon,  killed  in  the  back  river  by  Mr.  P.  Quin 
last  Saturday  ;  it  was  a  real  beauty,  in  prime  condition.  On 
the  Terren,  Mr.  George  Davis,  on  Thursday,  had  nine 
hrown  trout,  from  Jib.  to  21b.  each  ;  on  Friday,  four  brown 
trout  and  two  pike ;  and  on  Saturday,  four  brown  trout 
and  three  white  trout,  all  of  the  trout  averaging  21b.  each  ; 
the  largest  pike  weighed  151b.  Mr.  J.  B.  Davis  has  also  had 
good  sport,  taking  half  a-dozen  brown  trout  each  day  since 
the  opening  of  the  season.  I  hear  that  trout  are  rising 
slowly  on  the  Blackwater  (Co.  Tyrone),  and  that  the  want 
of  rain  to  swell  the  river  is  greatly  felt.  All  over  East 
Tyrone  the  best  taking  Aies  are  the  Dun,  Hare’s  Ear,  and 
the  February  Red.  Nightly  frosts  have  done  a  lot  of  harm, 
but  at  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  looking  better.— East 
Tyrone. 

Bundrowes.— In  the  beginning  of  the  past  week  a  few 
salmon  were  taken  by  the  local  anglers.  And  as  the  river 
was  in  nice  order,  good  sport  looked  almost  a  certainty, 
but  unfortunately  on  Wednesday  a  severe  frost  set  in,  and 
has  continued  night  and  day  up  to  the  present.  Of  course 
any  attempt  at  angling  is  out  of  the  question.  The  ice  is 
so  thick  on  the  small  lakes  in  this  district,  that  skating  is 
freely  indulged  in.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  looks 
like  the  frost  continuing.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport  has 
been  fair  during  the  favourable  spells  of  weather  during 
the  past  week.  On  Wednesday,  Patrick  Brennan— Colonel 
Roger's  Asherman— caught  a  Ane  salmon,  161b.  The  day 
was  very  unfavourable  and  nothing  else  was  done.  On 
Thursday,  James  Leary  caught  one  101b.,  and  lost  another 
through  breaking  his  rod ;  Patrick  Connell,  one,  111b. ; 
Stephen  Huggard,  one,  131b. ;  and  Michael  Brennan,  one, 
121b.  On  Friday,  Stephen  Huggard  got  a  splendid  looking 
salmon,  1611b. ;  and  on  Saturday  Michael  Brennan  had 
another,  161b. ;  and  S.  Huggard,  one,  lljlb.  Frost  has  set 
in  since  and  spoiled  sport.— Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  joakes  (Ballina).— Severe  frost  at  night, 
with  cold  north-easterly  winds  and  bright  sunshine  by 
day,  has  spoiled  the  angling  here  to  some  extent.  ODly 
two  Ash  were  got  this  week  (up  to  the  time  I  write),  one 
by  Mr.  G.  Flynn,  weighing  121b. ,  and  one  by  Mr.  J.  Boyd, 
lljlb.  Mr.  Geogahan  one  evening  killed  four  spring  sea 
trout,  weighing  711b,,  and  Mr.  Hall  had  a  nice  trout  of 
3Jlb.,  fresh  from  sea.  A  change  of  weather  is  much 
wanted  to  improve  angling.  Water  falling  fast.— Frank 
Hearns. 

ShannonandLoughDerg(Killaloe).— Major  Traherne 
has  had  an  exciting  battle  with  another  of  those  giant 
salmon  which  frequent  the  pools  and  rapids  in  the  Shannon 
at  Killaloe  each  spring.  He  played  the  Ash  with  consum¬ 
mate  skill  for  quite  half  an  hour,  when  Patsy  Ryan,  one  of 
his  attendants,  gaffed  it ;  but  the  gaff  parted  from  the 
handle,  and  off  the  monster  went  carrying  with  it  the  gaff 
deeply  inserted  in  its  back.  Both  the  Mamr  and  his  men 
computed  the  weight  of  the  Ash  at  from  401b.  to  421b.  On 
the  following  day  Maior  Traherne  had  another  disappoint¬ 
ment.  He  had  Ashed  steadily  up  to  four  in  the  afternoon, 
and  as  he  was  suffering  from  a  nasty  cold  he  gave  it  up  and 
returned  to  his  Ashing  quarters.  He  had  not  been  out  of 
the  boat  twenty  minutes  when  Patsy  Ryan  hooked, 
played,  and  landed  a  grand  “  springer  ”  of  361b.  On  the  day 
after  that  again,  he  killed  a  nice  Ash  of  171b.  John  Barry, 
on  Mr.  S.  Laing’s  water,  got  a  salmon  of  121b.  Mr.  J.  S. 
Mott  (St.  James’  Club,  Piccadilly,  London),  who  arrived 
here  yesterday  from  London,  killed  on  Mr.  S.  Laing’s  pre¬ 
serves  to-day,  a  superb  salmon  of  381b.  He  was  attended 
by  John  and  William  Barry.  Mr.  Mott  hooked  the  Ash  on 
the  Isle  Rue  and  played  it  most  skilfully  for  twenty 
minutes,  when  John  Barry  gaffed  it  and  brought  it  to  boat 
in  good  style.  I  should  mention  that  the  day  was  bitterly 
cold,  with  a  cutting  wind  blowing  down  the  river,  and  in¬ 
deed  no  one,  except  a  very  enthusiastic  angler  would  have 
ventured  out  at  all.  Some  splendid  specimens  of  Lough 
Derg  trout  have  been  taken  this  week.  I  saw  Ave,  weigh¬ 
ing  7Jlb.,  51b.,3jlb.,  341b.,  and  IRb.  Pike  Ashers  have  also 
been  very  successful  this  week.  We  have  had  frost  every 
night  since  Friday  last.  Water  very  much  lower  this  week. 
—I.  J.  Henley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— The  continued  hard 
frosts  and  easterly  winds  which  have  prevailed  here  for 
more  than  a  week  past  have  entirely  blocked  the  Ashing 
upon  the  Westmeath  Lakes  and  rivers.  Only  one  angling 
day  has  been  had  since  the  season  opened,  but  the  best 
baskets  did  not  exceed  four  Ash,  averaging  about  21b.  each. 
I  hear  it  is  the  intention  of  the  drainage  hoard  of  the 
district  to  lower  Lough  Erwell;  if  this  be  so,  it  will  cause 
immense  injury  to  the  Ashing  interest,— T.  J,  W, 
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THE  SCOTCH  SALMON  SEASON. 

NET  AND  ROD  FISHING. 

By  Mac. 

At  the  present  time  little  more  remains  to  be 
laid  about  the  net  fishing.  In  mostly  all  districts 
luring  the  past  few  weeks  it  has  fluctuated  con¬ 
siderably.  The  week  before  last,  all  things  con- 
udered,  it  did  rather  well  upon  the  whole,  but 
ast  week  the  rough  seas  and  the  ice  in  the  rivers 
30th  rendered  its  prosecution  difficult,  and  kept 
;he  fish  from  coming  in-shore.  The  last  few  days 
)f  February  and  the  first  few  days  of  March 
■vere  bright  and  airy,  and  with  the  breezes  for  the 
nost  part  being  from  the  land,  and  the  sea 
Moderately  calm,  the  fish,  as  is  their  wont  under 
luch  conditions,  sought  the  in-shore  waters  in 
’reat  numbers,  and  a  good  many  of  those  that 
Jscaped  the  bag  and  stake  nets  even  made  the 
ittempt  to  ascend  the  rivers,  low  both  in  volume 
iud  temperature  though  they  were.  This  fact  has 
’-special  reference  to  the  districts  of  the  early 
•ivers  of  the  east  and  north-east  coasts  of  Scotland, 
;vhere  generally,  it  was  admitted,  the  show  of  fish 
or  the  time  of  the  year  was  better  than  is  usually 
be  case.  Till  the  commencement  of  the  intensely 
rosty  weather,  which  with  the  accompanying 
nowstorm  reached  its  climax  about  the  middle 
'I  last  week,  the  catch  of  fish  in,  and  in  the  vicinity 
,  •  mo?t  of  tlje  early  rivers  round  the  coast,  from 
>pey  in  the  north  to  Tay  in  the  south,  was 
niversally  regarded  as  a  particularly  good  average 
3r  the  length  of  time  that  the  fishing  had  been 


in  swing..  But  coming  down  to  last  week,  the 
gratification  of  the  netsmen  received  a  rude  shock  ; 
everything  went  against  them,  and  now  all  round 
and  on  every  hand  they  are  to  be  heard  complain¬ 
ing  most  bitterly.  Nearly  all  last  week  a  choppy 
sea  kept  the  fish  out  from  the  land ;  the  rivers 
were  greatly  blocked  with  ice,  and  even  the  bulk 
of  the  largest  of  them  were  reduced  in  volume  to 
a  mere  thread,  bearing  along  as  it  worked  its  way 
between  banks  of  ice  on  both  sides  a  continuous 
stream  of  icy  flotsam,  which  many  anglers  know 
by  the  name  of  grue.  No  wonder  then  that  the 
net  fishing  became  practically  nil,  and  that  the 
market  price  of  salmon,  which  hitherto,  owing  to 
the  great  supply,  had  remained  particularly  low, 
went  up  at  a  bound,  and  still  continues  to  have  an 
upward  tendency.  All  along  the  fish  have  been  a 
good  average  in  quality,  generally  somewhat  above 
an  average  in  size,  and  of  particularly  large  ones 
there  has  been  a  much  greater  number  than  is 
usual  thus  early  in  the  year. 

During  what  of  the  angling  season  has 
run  anglers  have  done  very  fair  on  the  whole. 
True,  some  rivers  have  not  yielded  up  to  their 
average  of  recent  years,  for  the  first  month  or 
six  weeks  ;  but  to  counterbalance  this  not  a  few 
others  have  exceeded  it.  On  the  larger  of  the  now 
greatly  reduced  number  of  very  early  rivers,  a 
really  excallent  start  was  made.  These  rivers 
had  plenty  of  fish  in  them,  and  for  most  of  the 
first  fortnight  at  least  those  fishing  them  had  the 
good  fortune  to  find  the  elements  upon  which 
everything  depends — weather  and  water — about 
as  right  as  could  be  wished.  More  particularly 
on  Tay  and  Dee  anglers  were  thus  favoured,  and 
had,  to  use  a  somewhat  hackneyed  phrase,  really 
a  nice  time  of  it.  On  Tay  as  on  Dae,  the  best  of 
the  sport,  on  the  choicest  of  the  stretches  for 
early  fishing,  when  weather  and  water  both  are 
right,  is  had  during  the  first  fortnight  of  the 
season,  and  very  markedly  is  this  the  case  where, 
prior  to  and  continuing  till  the  end  of  the  close 
time,  there  is  a  long  tract  of  mild  open  weather, 
with  the  breezes  and  the  volume  of  water  both 
the  most  likely  to  tempt  the  fish,  come  inshore, 
to  leave  the  sea  and  work  their  way  inland. 

To  speak  of  the  rivers  individually  will  give 
the  best  idea  of  the  sport — how  it  came  about  and 
how  it  has  progressed.  In  a  word,  all  notice  of 
many  naturally  early  rivers — for  example,  Tweed, 
Spey,  Don,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  Beauly,  the  Esks 
of  Forfarshire  and  the  Esk  and  other  rivers  of 
the  Solway — may  well  be  dismissed,  since  by 
obstructions,  the  cruelty  of  the  netting,  pollutions 
and  evils  innumerable,  these  fine  rivers  have  had 
—if  net  their  early  run  of  fish— at  least  their  early 
angling  practically  extinguished. 

The  making  of  the  opening  of  the  Tay  angling 
earlier  in  the  year  has  answered  well  for  that 
river.  It  gave  the  rods  the  chance  of  all  the  fish 
up  to.  the  start  of  the  netting,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  it  would  benefit  both  anglers  and  the  whole 
of  the  Tay  fishery  generally  if  the  difference  in 
time  between  the  opening  of  the  net  and  the  rod 
fishings  were  made  still  greater.  Although  an  open 
mid- winter  like  the  past  insures  a  plentiful  supply 
of  fish  in  Tay  and  Dee  when  the  season  opens,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  rely  upon  the  opening  of  each 
season  being,  preceded  by  such  favourable  con¬ 
ditions  for  fish  running  as  preceded  the  opening 
of  the  present  one.  When  we  consider  what  effect 
a  snowy  stormy  mid-winter,  binding  the  rivers 
with  its  frosty  grip,  has  upon  the  fisheries — not 
only  disinclining  the  fish,  but  entirely  preventing 
them  from  pushing  their  way  inland — we  can 
realize  the  more  clearly  the  urgent  necessity  for 
the  nets  being  kept  from  starting  till  some  weeks 
later  in  the  year  than  at  present. 

Having  fished  uncommonly  well,  the  Dee  has 
been  the  great  centre  of  attraction  for  anglers  this 
year.  Not  for  many  years  has  the  first  fortnight 
of  the  season  on  this  river  been  so  prolific  of  sport. 
Fish  came  early  to  the  coast  in  great  numbers, 
and  constantly  for  almost  six  weeks  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  season  runners  were  making  their 
way  inland,  pushing  on  at  a  great  pace  to  the 
middle  stretches  consequent  on  the  water  being 
in  round  volume,  and  of  abnormally  high  tem¬ 
perature  for  the  time  of  the  year.  These  facts 
having  become  widely  known,  applications  for 
rods  came  from  all  quarters,  and  fabulous  prices 
were  in  not  a  few  cases  offered  for  the  fisliiDg  on 
good  stretches,  all  of  which,  however,  we  may 
mention,  the  knowing  ones  had  secured  before¬ 
hand.  Running  up  the  river  rapidly,  many  of  the 


fish  had  got  forty  to  fifty  miles  away  from  the  sea 
before  the  first  day  of  the  season  came  round. 
This,  due  largely  to  the  temperature,  left  the 
fairly  lower  waterR  without  many  fish,  a  circum¬ 
stance  always  noticeable  in  the  spring,  at  the 
outset  of  the  fishing,  except  when  the  water  is 
very  low  both  in  temperature  and  volume.  From 
twenty-five  to  fifty  miles  from  the  sea  nothing 
like  such  good  sport  all  round  has  been  got 
on  the  Dee  in  the  early  days  of  the  season 
for  many  years  back.  To  one  rod  in  a  day 
takes  of  thirteen,  eleven,  ten,  nine  and  seven 
fish  have  been  obtained,  while  fours  and  fiv  s 
have  by  no  means  been  exceptional.  Till  the 
nets  started  the  Tay  did  remarkably  well  indeed  ; 
Loch  Tay  also  did  well.  The  Garry  of  Loch 
Ness,  and  Loch  Oich  in  conjunction  with  it — 
which  together  make  a  splendid  early  fishery — 
have  as  usual  afforded  excellent  angling.  At  one 
time  it  was  thought  that  the  fish  bound  for  these 
waters  would  for  the  most  part  fall  to  the  nets, 
as  while  on  their  way  inland  their  further  pro¬ 
gress  was  put  a  stop  to  for  a  long  time  by  the  low 
state  of  the  river  Ness  through  which  they  have 
to  pass.  But  fortunately  in  the  nick  of  time 
spates  came  down,  and  the  whole  accumulated 
mass  of  early  winter  run  fish  got  safe  away  up 
into  Loch  Ness,  beyond  which,  thanks  to  the 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  lessee  of  the  Oich 
and  Garry  fishings,  there  is  now  no  netting.  The 
small  semi-early  spring  rivers—  the  “  one-horse  ” 
sort  of  rivers,  like  the  Blackwater,  Carron,  Oykel, 
Halladale,  and  Grudie — have  not  done  much,  tho 
best  of  their  season  not  being  quite  “  on  ”  yet. 
The  far  north  rivers  of  the  best  angling  reputa¬ 
tion  have  so  far  had  a  comparatively  poor  show 
of  fish  in  them.  They  have  not  yielded  one- 
third  of  the  sport  that  for  a  like  length  of  time 
they  used  to  yield  some  six  to  ten  years  ago.  Wo 
predict,  however,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  semi- 
early  rivers,  will  be  yielding  the  best  sport  of  tbo 
season  when  the  first  fine  angling  weather  arrives 
— weather  which  we  sincerely  trust  will  be  ex¬ 
perienced  in  a  very  short  time,  as  this  terrib’e 
snowstorm,  playing  as  it  does  the  deuce  with  sport, 
is  making  it  irksome  for  anglers  beyond  measure. 


SEA  FISHING 

OFF  THE  COAST  OF  CEYLON. 

By  Jesse. 

It  is  rather  singular  that  among  all  the  sports¬ 
men,  naturalists,  and  tourists  of  all  descriptions 
who  have  visited  Ceylon,  few,  if  auy  at  all,  have 
attempted  or  written  about  sea  fishing.  Hid 
such  a  celebrated  sea  fisherman  as  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcocks  ever  spent  a  few  years  in  the  colony  no 
doubt  much  interesting  and  useful  information 
concerning  the  fish  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  aud  the 
modes  of  taking  them,  would  have  been  fortl  - 
coming  for  the  benefit  of  all  lovers  of  the  dei  p 
sea  line  ;  but  no  such  celebrity  has  ever  taken  up 
and  thoroughly  gone  into  the  matter  of  sea  fishing 
in  the  East,  and  consequently  very  little  is  knovn 
about  it. 

Climatic  reasons  have,  of  course,  a  great  deal 
to  answer  for  this  neglect  of  a  grand  sport.  A  day 
in  an  outrigger  canoe,  under  a  tropical  sun,  is  not 
only  unpleasant,  but  actually  dangerous,  to  the 
European.  Even  if  a  moderately  cool  day,  the 
glare  from  the  water  will  cause  his  eyes  and  the 
skin  of  his  face  and  hands  to  suffer,  and  there  is 
always  the  danger  of  sunstroke  to  be  considered. 

Still,  the  man  who  uses  ordinary  precautions  in 
the  way  of  wearing  the  right  sort  of  clothing  for 
his  head  and  body,  and  who  is  prepared  to  put  up 
with  a  certain  amount  of  physical  discomfort, 
may  enjoy  a  great  deal  of  real  exciting  sport. 

The  monarch  of  the  sea  about  the  Ceylon  coast 
is  par  excellence  the  “  seer  ” — no  connection  of,  it  is 
almost  needless  to  say,  the  mahseer  of  the  rivers  of 
India,  so  often  written  about  in  the  Field  and  F.G. 
The  “  seer  ”  (called  in  the  Singhalese,  “  tora  ”) 
is  undoubtedly  a  magnificent  fish.  They  run  to 
a  great  size,  501b.  and  over  ;  but  the  average  run 
of  those  taken  with  the  hock  and  line  is  about 
12lb.  A  bright  silvery  skin,  smooth  as  that  of  a 
mackerel,  a  deep  round  belly,  and  body  beautifully 
tapering  off  to  the  tail,  broad  and  powerful  tail 
and  fins  gire  him  a  grand  appearance,  and  a 
fifteen-pounder  at  the  end  of  a  twenty-fathom  line 
will  show  capital  sport. 

It  is  a  curious  thing,  but  a  fact  which  has  often 
been  observed,  that  the  native  fishermen  are  verv 
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-jealous  about  their  craft,  and  do  not  like  showing 
Europeans  too  much  of  it.  They  are  very  skilful 
fishermen  themselves,  but  very  often  contrive 
matters  so  that  the  European  they  take  out  shall 
not  see  much  sport. 

Two  “globe-trotters”  very  likely  want  to  go 
out  for  a  bit  of  fishing  :  the  “boy  ”  goes  and  brings 
a  couple  of  boatmen,  and  negotiations  regarding 
a  trip  are  commenced.  If  it  happens  that  there 
is  plenty  of  wind  and  a  nice  little  loppy  sea  on, 
under  which  circumstances  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  catch  a  “  seer,”  the  men  will  go  gladly  enough— 
the  usual  charge  for  about  half  a  day  is  about 
six  or  seven  rupees — and  will  give  their  customers 
a  rattling  sail  of  very  likely  fifty  miles,  but  they 
will  catch  next  to  nothing ;  in  fact,  the  chances 
are  that  they  will  not  get  a  run  from  a  fish  at 
all.  The  best  weather  for  “  seer  ”  is  when  the 
sun  is  hottest,  and  the  sea  clear  and  scarcely 
ruffled  by  a  gentle  breeze— for  you  do  not  require 
to  sail  fast,  three  or  four  knots  an  hour  being 
quite  fast  enough — and  in  this  sort  of  weather 
Singalese  fisherman  are  not  at  all  eager,  to  take 
out  Europeans  in  general.  The  native  out- 
rigger  canoe,  or  u  Kula n  boat,  has  often  been 
described.  A  canoe  for  “  seer  ”  fishing  varies 
from  18ft.  to  25ft.  in  length  ;  it  has  a  rounded 
bottom,  and  attached  to  the  gunwale  by  coir  yarn 
and  at  right  angles  to  it  are  two  arching  poles, 
which  are  fastened  to  the  out-rigger,  a  heavy 
beam  of  wood  rounded  and  pointed  at  both  ends 
like  a  boy’s  tipcat. 

This  out-rigger  renders  it  next  to  impossible  tor 
the  canoe  to  capsize,  and  as  the  canoe  has  no 
stern,  but  is  stemmed  at  both  ends,  at  each  of 
which  a  steering  paddle  is  attached,  she  can  be 
sailed  in  any  direction  by  merely  shifting  the 
large  sail. 

The  mast  is  a  bamboo  pole  ;  the  canoe  and  out¬ 
rigger  are  usually  built  of  teak  wood.  The  pace 
tlfese  canoes  can  get  up  is  tremendous,  often  doing 
as  much  as  twelve  knots  an  hour.  To  one  not 
used  to  them  they  are  rather  alarming,  not  to  say 
“jumpy,”  things  tohavea  sail  in  when  there  is  any 
wind.  The  way  the  canoe  will  mount  the  crest  of 
a  wave,  and  come  down  with  a  “  swash  ”  into  the 
trough,  which  shakes  her  from  stem  to  stern,  or, 
more  correctly  speaking,  from  end  to  end,  the 
spray  flying  all  over  her,  and  drenching  all  on 
board,  is  not  calculated  to  soothe  a  nervous 
person,  and  the  frantic  manner  in  which  the  boat¬ 
men  jabber  and  swear  at  one  another  does  not 
improve  matters.  The  canoe  is  so  narrow,  that 
the  average  European  has  a  difficulty  in  getting 
his  legs  into  it,  so  that  sitting  in  it  is  uncomfort¬ 
able,  if  not  impossible :  the  usual  plan  is  for  the 
boatmen  to  secure  a  plank  across  the  poles  of  the 
out-rigger,  on  which  the  passenger  can  sit  and 
keep  his  legs  inside  the  canoe.  I  well  remember 
my  first  experience  of  these  canoes,  some  twenty- 
two  years  ago.  It  was  a  good  stiff  breeze,  and  we 
were  tearing  along  at  a  tremendous  pace,  when 
suddenly  there  was  a  great  commotion  among  the 
boatmen,  all  four  of  them  jabbering  at  once  in  the 
most  excited  manner,  and  the  sail  was  hauled 
down,  and  the  paddles  got  out,  and  two  of  the 
men  began  pulling  as  if  for  dear  life.  Not  one 
word  of  the  language  did  I  know  in  those  days, 
and  I  thought  some  awful  accident  had  happened 
• — a  leak  sprung  perhaps — and  we  were  all  going 
to  the  bottom,  when  my  fears  were  allayed  by 
presently  discovering  that  all  that  had  happened 
was  that  one  of  the  boatmen  had  dropped  his 
miserable  rag  of  a  handkerchief,  which  he  wore 
round  his  waist,  and  they  were  going  to  fetch 
it,  which  they  promptly  did,  and  tranquility 
was  restored  once  more. 

For  “  seer  ”  fishing,  calm  weather  and  little 
wind  is  requisite.  The  hook  used  is  rather  larger 
than  a  conger  hook,  and  is  turned  down  at  the 
shank  to  form  an  eye.  To  this  eye  two  or  three 
fathoms  of  brass  wire  are  attached,  and  to  this 
again  the  line,  which  is  very  stout  and  generally 
tarred.  The  entire  line  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
or  twenty-five  fathoms  long.  The  bait  used  is  a 
long-nosed  silvery  fish,  or,  which  is  quite  as  usual 
and  as  deadly,  a  piece  of  the  white  flesh  of  the 
cocoanut,  which  is  shaped  with  the  knife  to  look 
something  like  a  fish  and  tied  to  the  hook  with 
white  thread. 

No  lead  is  used,  the  bait  being  towed  close  to 
the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  rush  of  a  “  seer  ”  at  the  bait  can  often  be 
seen  from  the  boat.  They  frequently  miss  it  the 
first  time,  and  will  very  often  repeat  the  attack. 


When  hooked,  the  fish  gives  grand  play,  leaping 
out  of  the  water  and  rushing  about  like  a  salmon, 
till  at  last  he  is  brought  near  enough  for  the  gaff 
to  be  slipped  into  him,  and  he  is  taken  on  board. 

Three  lines  are  usually  towed,  though  some¬ 
times  more  are  used,  and  a  good  take  for  a  day’s 
fishing  would  be  half-a-dozen  “  seer,”  averaging 
probably  121b.  apiece.  I  have  never  tried  “  seer  ” 
fishing  with  a  rod  and  running  tackle,  but  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done,  except 
that  the  rod  would  be  awkward  to  handle  in  one 
of  these  canoes  when  under  sail.  The  case  is 
different  when  paddling — then  the  rod  is  easily 
managed  ;  but  in  “  seer  ”  fishing  it  is  necessary  to 
sail,  and  it  takes  three  or  four  men  to  manage 
the  boat.  For  eating  purposes,  the  “  seer”  is  far 
and  away  the  best  fish  we  have  in  Ceylon.  Many 
people  think  it  equal  to  salmon  ;  at  any  rate  a 
young  and  well -conditioned  fish  is  most  delicious. 

It  sells  at  about  twenty-five  cents  (sixpence)  per 
pound. 

Very  good  fun  may  be  had  sea  fishing  with  the 
rod  on  many  parts  of  the  coast.  At  a  place 
called  Tangalle,  in  the  southern  province,  the 
fishing  is  very  good.  I  used  to  take  a  canoe  and 
go  out  to  some  large  rocks  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  fish  in  the  surf,  the 
boatmen  gently  paddling  the  canoe  round  about 
the  rocks  and  keeping  her  out  of  the  way  of  the 
breakers.  These  fishermen  are  wonderfully  skil¬ 
ful  in  managing  a  canoe  of  this  sort,  which,  is 
much  smaller  than  one  used  for  “  seer  ”  fishing 
far  out  at  sea,  as  above  described  ;  you  will  see  a 
great  roller  coming  on,  apparently  about  to  engulf 
your  craft,  but  just  at  the  right  moment  two  or 
three  strokes  of  the  paddle  place  the  little  boat  on 
the  top  of  it  in  safety. 

The  modus  operandi  of  fishing  was  as  follows  : 
Using  an  18ft.  salmon  rod  and  running  tackle,  I 
flung  a  large  fly — like  a  bass-fly — into  the  rough 
water  as  near  as  possible  to  the  rocks,  and,  after 
letting  it  sink  a  few  moments,  “  jigged  ”  and  spun 
it  as  if  it  was  an  artificial  minnow  across  the  end 
of  the  canoe  where  I  stood.  Any  big  fly  with 
plenty  of  white  wing  would  do  :  the  ordinary  bass- 
fly,  red  worsted  body  with  silver  twist  and  a  white 
wing,  would,  I  feel  sure,  answer  capitally.  The 
natives  used  a  bunch  of  white  fibre  of  some  sort, 
which  they  attached,  not  to  the  hook,  but  to  the 
line  just  above  the  shank  of  the  hook,  and,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  were  at  least  as  successful,  if  not 
more  so,  with  this  method  as  I  was  with  my  flies, 
only,  from  old  associations,  I  preferred  using  my 
flies.  The  fact  is,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
teach  the  natives  of  Ceylon  anything  about  sea 
fishing  or  any  other  purely  native  industry.  This 
fact  would-be  agricultural  reformers  have  already 
discovered,  the  instructors  often  finding  that  they 
themselves  needed  to  be  instructed.  But  to  re¬ 
turn.  The  fish  which  we  usually  took  were  the 
kind  known  in  Singalese  as  “  Nalloowe.”  I  do 
not  know  of  any  English  name  for  them.  They 
were  silvery,  smooth-skinned  fish,  with  deep  but 
narrow  bodies,  and  ran  from  about  ^lb.  to  ljlb. 
They  showed  capital  sport,  and  were  excellent 
eating.  One  morning,  fishing  in  this  way,  I 
hooked  a  “  seer  ”  of  about  81b.,  but,  to  my  great 
grief,  lost  him  after  holding  him  for  two  or  three 
minutes.  The  rod  should  be  stiff,  for  the  mouths 
of  most  of  the  sea  fish  are  very  tough,  and  it  needs 
a  good  sharp  stroke  to  fix  the  hook.  There  was 
a  kind  of  fish  very  like  what  we  call  in  Devon¬ 
shire  “  long-noses,”  which  came  in  shoals  close  to 
the  shore  at  a  certain  time  of  year  at  Tangalle. 
While  they  were  about,  the  fishermen  used  to 
wade  into  the  shallow  water  on  the  rocks  up  to 
their  middles  and  fish  for  them,  the  bait  being 
prawn,  the  best  all-round  natural  bait  for  Ceylon 
fish  of  every  description.  When  these  fellows  got 
a  bite,  their  proceedings  were  most  extraordinary. 
Striking  with  a  tremendous  jerk  of  his  stiff  rod, 
the  fisherman  dragged  the  fish  out  of  the  water 
and  whirled  it  in  circles  round  and  round  his  head, 
while  he  made  his  way  back  to  the  shore,  where 
it  was  deposited  in  charge  of  one  of  his  friends. 

On  first  seeing  this  peculiar  method  I  was 
naturally  astonished,  and  scarcely  believed  the 
men  when  they  assured  me  that  it  was  the  only 
way  to  keep  this  kind  of  fish  on  the  hook,  but  I 
soon  discovered  that  they  were  quite  right.  I 
tried  with  my  more  supple  rod,  and  anticipated 
astonishing  the  natives  by  scientifically  striking 
and  playing  the  fish  in  the  approved  English 
style,  but  all  to  no  purpose  ;  I  found  I  could  not 
hook  a  fish  at  all  without  following  the  native 


method  as  nearly  as  my  rod  and  tackle  would 
allow  it.  For  sea  fishing  the  rod  cannot  be  too 
stiff,  for  the  work  to  which  it  is  subjected  tries  it 
severely. 

Hooks  and  gut  can  be  purchased  in  Ceylon,  but 
the  intending  fisherman  should  provide  himself 
with  a  good  supply  of  both  from  England.  Nothing 
will  beat  the  turned-down  eyed  hooks,  bronzed, 
of  the  Pennell  sneck  pattern,  and  these  should  be 
of  various  sizes,  to  suit  the  different  kinds  of  fish 
sought  for.  _ 


HOW  THE  PROFESSOR  LOST  HIS 
LEAVE  TO  FISH. 

By  Baronius. 

The  Professor  is  a  well-known  figure  on  the 
More,  a  salmon  river  with  which  many  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  be  acquainted, 
but  which  they  will  fail  to  recognise  under  this 
name.  He  is  a  good  specimen  of  a  class  with 
which  readers  of  this  journal  are  familiar,  viz., 
men  of  learning,  who  are  at  the  same  time  de¬ 
voted  anglers.  _  >  . 

Every  year,  when  his  collegiate  duties  for  the 
session  are  over,  he  betakes  himself  to  the.  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  his  beloved  streams.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  season  he  angles  for  trout  iu  the  Beg,  a 
tributary  of  the  More;  then,  when  the  salmon 
have  begun  to  run,  he  descends  to  the  larger  river 
in  pursuit  of  them. 

Part  of  the  More  is  preserved  by  a  noble  lord 
who  is  landowner  of  the  surrounding  district,  and 
whose  splendid  castle  and  demesne  form  one  of 
the  chief  beauties  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
preserved  portion  is  from  the  junction  of  the 
More  and  Beg  downwards  for  about  a  mile.  Just 
below  where  the  rivers  unite  there  is  a  cele¬ 
brated  stream  called  the  Black  Stream,  which  is 
considered  the  best  lie  for  salmon  in  the  whole 
river  when  it  is  in  proper  ply.  This  is  when  the 
rivers  are  both  high,  but  the  Beg  is  falling.  Then 
the  fish  lie  in  the  clearer  water  of  the  smaller 
river  at  the  side  of  the  strong  stream  of  the  larger 
one.  The  Black  Stream  fishes  first  after  a  flood, 
when  no  other  part  of  the  river  is  fishable. 

Although  this  part  of  the  river  is  preserved, 
yet  occasionally  permission  to  fish  in  it  was 
granted  by  its  noble  owner.  It  was  well  known,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  was  not  cheerfully  given ,  and  that  his 
lordship  did  not  like  to  hear  of  visitors  catching 
many  fish.  The  Professor  had  for  years  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  fishing  the  preserved  portion.  I 
shall  now  relate  how  he  was  deprived  of  this 
privilege. 

It  is  a  morning  in  September.  There  has  been 
a  flood  and  the  More  is  still  high,  but  the  Beg  is 
clear  and  falling.  The  weather  is  favourable,  and 
it  seems  to  be  a  fine  day  for  fishing.  So  the  Pro¬ 
fessor  betakes  himself  to  the  Black  Stream,  as 
the  only  chance  until  the  river  falls  lower.  As 
he  approaches  he  finds  it  in  good  order ;  but, 
alas  !  two  anglers  are  wading  in  it  and  have  already 
fished  it  several  times.  They  have  not,  however, 
seen  a  fish.  The  Professor  is  an  accomplished 
fly-tyer  and  has  invented  a  favourite  fly,  the  con¬ 
struction  of  which  is  known  only  to  himself  and 
to  the  writer.  It  is  a  very  simple,  plain  fly,  and 
has  proved  itself  a  noted  killer.  Wading  in  at 
the  top  of  the  stream,  he  is  soon  making  this 
favourite  fly  skim  across  the  water.  He  has  not 
gone  far  until  there  is  a  rug,  the  rod  is  raised, 
and  a  fish  makes  a  dash  down  the  river.  After 
some  careful  play  it  is  gaffed.  Wading  in  again, 
another  is  hooked,  played,  and  landed.  Yet  once 
more  he  tries,  when  another  is  played,  but  breaks 
away  just  when  ready  for  the  gaff. 

The  other  two  anglers  are  now  standing  in 
amazement,  wondering  when  this  will  end.  Again 
the.  stream  is  tried  and  another  fish  is  landed. 
Again  another  rises,  is  hooked,  and  after  con¬ 
siderable  play  is  lost. 

The  Professor  is  now  near  the  foot  of  the 
stream,  and  one  of  the  onlookers  remarks,  “  Ex¬ 
traordinary  ;  but  he  might  fish  for  a  day  and  not 
see  another,”  when,  lo  !  another  is  hooked  and  in 
due  course  landed.  This  made  four  fish  landed 
and  two  played  in  a  very  short  time,  a  feat  un¬ 
equalled  upon  that  river.  The  Professor  returned 
home  heavily  laden  with  his  four  fine  fish,  but  in 
high  spirits,  and  more  than  ever  in  love  with  the 
Black  Stream.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this 
wonderful  catch  could  remain  a  secret.  Every  one 
was  soon  talking  of  it. 
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A  short  time  after  a  local  gentleman  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  conversation  with  the  noble  lord  who 
preserved  this  portion  of  the  river. 

“  Well,  my  lord,”  he  said,  “  I  hear  there  is 
great  fishing  in  the  More  this  year.” 

“  No,”  replies  his  lordship,  44  1  have  not  heard 
that  it  is  particuk  rly  good.” 

“Why,”  says  the  otlmr,  “I  heard  that  the 
Professor  caught  four  fish  in  the  Black  Stream  in 
an  hour’s  time  a  few  days  ago.” 

“  Impossible,”  says  his  lordship.  “  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  it,  and  I  can’t  believe  it.” 

Nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  matter  until 
the  Professor  next  applied  for  his  permission  to 
fish.  To  his  surprise,  it  was  refused.  Since  that 
time  no  one  outside  his  lordship's  family  or 
guests  is  allowed  to  wet  a  line  in  the  Black 
Stream.  It  is  now  most  strictly  preserved. 

The  Professor  still  continues  with  varying  suc¬ 
cess  to  try  the  other  parts  of  the  river ;  but  often 
when  the  water  is  high,  and  yet  the  fish  won’t 
rise,  he  heaves  a  sigh  and  there  is  a  far-away 
look  in  his  eyes.  He  is  thinking  of  days  that  are 
gone,  and  especially  of  that  day  when  he  was 
only  too  successful  on  the  Black  Stream. 

This  is  the  true  story  of  how  he  broke  the 
record  on  the  More,  and  lost  his  leave  to  fish. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  about  four  miles  of 
trout  fishing  can  now  be  enjoyed  by  visitors  to 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Armathwaite,  on  the  Eden. 
Intending  visitors  should  write  to  Mr.  J.  P. 
Richardson,  the  new  proprietor.  The  Eden  is 
a  most  delightful  trout  stream. 


Mr.  Howard  Livesey,  County  Hotel,  Lancaster, 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  live 
carp  for  sale.  _ 


An  inventor  called  on  us  the  other  day— a  nice, 
amiable,  guileless  old  gentleman.  He  wanted  to 
show  us  “  Baldwin’s  Patent  Attachment,”  which 
he  said  would  hold  anything  from  a  parasol  to  a 
fishing  pole.  Pole,  he  called  it.  “  Why,  sir,”  he 
said,  earnestly,  “with  this  invention  you  can  have 
two,  or  three,  or  a  dozen  rods  at  work  fishing  for 
you,  while  you  are  laying  night  lines  .  .  . 


One  of  our  advertisers,  Mr.  James  Wright, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  informs  us  that  the  six  sea 
trout  flies  which  he  recommends,  and  finds  to  be 
generally  considered,  as  the  best  limited  range 
for  Scotch  waters  all  round  are:— Claret  and 
Mallard,  Bumble  Bee,  Light  Drake,  Teal  and 
Green,  White  Tip,  and  Dun  Wing  or  Cinnamon. 
Mr.  Donald  Watson’s  (tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler,  Inverness)  favourite  patterns  for  the 
Northern  Highlands  and  the  Isles  are :— Claret 
and  Mallard,  Raven’s  Wing,  Black  and  Mallard, 
Blue  and  Mallard,  Silver  and  Mallard,  and  Yel¬ 
low  and  Woodcock.  Full  bodies  for  loch,  and 
spares  bodise  for  stream  fishing. 


If  the  fishing  tackle  makers  who  advertise  in 
our  columns  would  kindly  send  us  the  names  of 
the  six  sea  trout  flies  which  they  find  there  is 
most  demand  for,  we  would  be  enabled  to  ascer¬ 
tain  what  six  patterns  are  really  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  of  all.  These  six  we  would  illustrate  and 
describe,  and  add  as  full  and  interesting  a  note  as 
possible,  giving  practical  information  concerning 

68.C  J  • 


A  correspondent  writes : — “  The  severe  snowy 
frosty  weather  prevailing  in  Scotland  will  keep 
back  the  trout  from  getting  into  condition;  indeed, 
while  it  lasts,  they  will  lose  in  condition  ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  salmon  it  will  have  no  such 
effect— the  opposite  entirely,  as  the  lower  the 
temperature,  the  longer  Saimo  salar  remains 
bright  and  firm  (retaining  the  crimp)  in  the  fresh 
water.” 


“Potheen”  says  “  I  saw  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  14  a  report  from  East  Tyrone 
(the  Ballinderry).  I  know  it  well.  East  Ty¬ 
rone  ‘  splendid  salmon  ’  are  belts.  All  salmon 


*  The  Printer  is  happy  to  say  that  the  Editor  is  c 
as  satisfactorily  as  could  be  expected  under  the  < 
antics. 


ascending  the  feeders  of  Lough  Neagh,  for  such 
is  the  Ballinderry,  have  to  pass  up  the  Bann  and 
along  the  shores  of  Lough  Neagh.  Now  fresh 
new  sea  salmon  are  never  caught  in  the  Bann 
until  June — well,  hardly  ever,  for  I  believe  once, 
in  the  time  of  Noah,  the  flood  was  so  great  that 
one  ran  up  and  was  caught  on  May  20.  I  like 
the  Fishing  Gazette ,  and  I  do  not  like  to  see  such 
reports  in  it.  Re  Mr.  Gedney  and  the  Main. — 
The  whole  of  it  is  free ,  as  are  ninety-nine  out  of 
one  hundred  rivers  in  Ireland,  but  some  one  always 
owns  the  land,  and  it  is  wisest  to  let  sleeping 
dogs  lie  and  not  attract  attention,  for  the  public 
can  always  be  stopped  by  the  law  of  trespass.” 


antr  (&umcs 


Not  the  Kind  of  “Fly”  Wanted.— An  angler, 
about  to  start  work  for  the  day,  met  a  brother 
angler  returning  from  the  river  with  his  creel  full, 
and  asked  what  kind  of  fly  he  had  got  them  with. 
Being  told  that  the  “  horse  fly  ”  was  on,  and  having 
none  in  his  book  of  that  kind,  he  proceeded  to  the 
nearest  store — a  small  wayside  shop — where  on 
asking  for  some  “horse  flies”  he  was  met  with  a 
vacant  stare  from  the  country  (?)  girl  behind  the 
counter.  Endeavouring  to  make  his  request  more 
clear,  he  asked  if  ever  she  had  seen  a  “  horse  fly.” 
“  I  am  sorry  I  never  did,  sir,”  replied  the  blushing 
damsel,  “but  if  the  information  be  of  any  service 
to  you,  I  may  say  that  I  have  often  seen  a  cow 
jump  over  a  stile.”  He  suddenly  left. 


The  Angler  and  the  Emu.— An  angler  who 
had  heard  that  a  hackle  from  the  neck  of  the 
emu  was  fatal  on  a  certain  Scotch  salmon  river 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Zoo,  and  attempted  to  mes¬ 
merize  the  friendly  emu.  The  more  he  stared  at 
the  emu,  the  more  the  emu  stared  at  him ;  this 
went  on  until  the  angler  gradually  fell  forward 
over  the  fence  and  went  to  sleep.  He  was  bald 
on  the  back  of  his  head,  and  when  he  awoke  he 
found  the  emu  sitting  on  it  conscientiously  trying 
to  hatch  it.  & 


Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society. — 
“  Sir, — About  September,  1889,  a  letter  appeared 
in  your  columns,  signed  ‘  Angler,’  containing  the 
following  postscript ‘  In  the  next  fence  season 
I  shall  fish  the  canal,  provided  that  the  company 
will  remain  neutral.  I  shall  give  the  society  due 
notice  that  /  am  going  to  do  so,  and  they  are  quite 
welcome  to  institute  whatever  proceedings 
against  me  they  think  fit.  I  am  ready  to  try  a 
test  case.’  This  was  followed  in  July,  1890,  by 
another,  in  which  ‘  Angler’  said,  ‘At  the  proper 
time  I  intend  to  carry  out  my  challenge.’  In 
July,  1890,  there  was  a  letter  from  W.  Kelson, 
vice-president  of  the  society,  containing  the 
following  paragraph;:—4  Last  year  “  Angler  ”  threw 
down  a  public  challenge  to  the  society,  but 
prudently  abstained  from  telling  them  the  date 
of  his  proposed  operations,  and,  as  they  had  not 
the  honour  of  knowing  his  address,  nothing  could 
be  done.  If,  however,  our  gallant  sportsman  will 
kindly  let  us  know  what  day  he  intends  doing  a 
little  netting  or  snaring  under  the  same  conditions 
as  in  the  cases  he  refers  to,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
society  will  cheerfully  accept  his  challenge,  and 
give  him  the  opportunity  of  personally  pointing 
out  to  both  the  city  and  county  magistrates  their 
errors  in  administering  the  fishery  laws.’  Now, 
as  4  Angler  ’  made  so  much  fuss  about  his  superior 
knowledge,  why  does  he  not  carry  out  his  threat  ? 
It  cannot  be  expense  that  deters  him,  for  one  so 
learned  could  defend  himself.  Another  fence 
season  will  soon  begin,  and,  as  an  angler,  I  would 
like  to  see  this  matter  thrashed  out. — Yours;  &c., 
Looker  On  ."—Oxford  Chronicle. 


Rights  of  Fishing  in  the  Eden.— At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Brampton  Angling  Association  it 
was  announced  that  Lord  Carlisle,  as  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  had  let  to  the  association,  44  at  a  nominal 
rent,”  a  valuable  stretch  of  water  in  the  Eden. 
This  act  of  generosity  on  his  lordship’s  part  is, 
however,  subjected  to  a  considerable  discount  by 
the  fact,  that  two  riparian  owners  have  since 
given  notice  that  they  claim  all  rights  of  fishing 
in  the  water  adjoining  their  property  ;  while  one 
of  them — tho  Rev.  Alexander  O’Conner,  of  Nether 


Denton — argues  with  much  legal  learning  that 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  possesses  no  such  right  as 
Lord  Carlisle  assumes  to  dispose  of.  Surely  tho 
rights  which  landlord-Parliamcnts  have  conferred 
upon  landlords  during  tho  last  five  centuries  are 
sufficiently  ample  without  straining  them  further 
in  this  lawless  fashion  —Truth. 


Excellent  Three-yard  Gut  Lines.— We  have 
just  received  from  Mrs.  Bulmer,  G2,  Wandsworth- 
road,  London,  S.W.,  some  samples  of  what  she 
calls  her  undrawn  gut  casts.  They  appear  to  us  to 
be  tapered  from  fine  undrawn  to  drawn  not  too 
fine  ;  any  way  they  are  first-rate  casts,  and  if  Mrs. 
B.  will  send  to  any  of  our  readers  who  may  send 
for  them  the  same  quality  casts  (not  finer  or 
stouter),  and  we  have  no  doubt  she  will,  then  we 
can  safely  prophesy  that  tho  purchasers  will  agree 
with  us  they  are  very  cheap  at  eightpence  per 
three  yards  ;  they  are  stained  a  nice  mist  colour. 
Mrs.  B.  also  makes  an  extremely  neat  twisted 
“  top  cast,”  and  although  we  personally  do  not  use 
these  44  top  casts  ” — ■'.<?.  a  twisted  cast  between  the 
line  and  the  single  gut — we  know  good  anglers  who 
swear  by  them.  The  price  is  one  shilling  each.  It 
is  many  years  now  since  we  first  noticed  Mrs. 
Bulmer’s  gut  casts  (which  are  equally  valuable 
for  bottom  fishing),  and  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to 
do  so,  as  we  know  she  does  her  best  to  give  her 
customers  satisfaction  ;  and  we  have  never  heard 
a  complaint  of  her  goods  except  once,  and  that 
was  a  compliment,  for  the  grumbler  found  her 
extra  fine  casts  too  fine. 


Salmon  Killed  by  Cormorants. — Mr.  A.  Harper 
writes  on  March  16  : — “  While  walking  by  the 
river  Thurso  on  Saturday  I  saw  three  cormorants 
busy  diviDg  in  a  pool.  Of  course  I  concluded  they 
were  after  fish,  but,  having  no  gun  with  me,  I 
threw  stones  and  frightened  them  off.  They  only 
went  a  short  distance,  and  I  saw  them  go  back  to 
the  same  pool.  A  few  hours  afterwards  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  his  gillie  fished  the  pool,  and  found  a 
salmon  kelt  in  shallow  water  newly  killed  and 
bleeding  from  lacerated  gills.  The  three  cor¬ 
morants  were  still  there,  and  again  flew  away 
a  short  distance.  On  going  to  another  pool  the 
anglers  found  another  kelt  that  had  met  its  death 
in  the  same  manner.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the 
cormorants  were  the  depredators,  but  this  is  tho 
first  undeniable  proof  I  have  of  their  attacking 
and  killing  kelts.” 


Clearing  the  Thurso  of  Ice  to  Allow  Ang¬ 
ling. — Owing  to  the  hard  frost  of  last  week  tho 
Thurso  was  shut  with  ice,  except  beats  1  and  8. 
They  were  kept  open  by  the  auglers,  gillies,  and 
water-bailiffs,  who  turned  off  the  ice  each  morn¬ 
ing  by  the  aid  of  long  poles,  after  which  several 
beautiful  salmon  were  landed  from  those  pools, 
sometimes  ten  minutes  after  being  cleared  of  ice. 
Thaw  set  in  on  Sunday.  The  bag-nets  in  Thurso 
bay  did  well  last  week ;  one  net  had  twenty, 
eight  large  salmon  one  day,  and  several  smaller 
lote  were  got. — A.  H.  _ _ 


River  Pollution. — 44  Keep  if  possible  river 
pollution  before  the  public.  I  am  sure  it  only  re¬ 
requires  public  attention  for  a  little  while  longer, 
and  then  beans  for  the  manufacturers  who  pollute, 
and  their  name  is  legion.” — T.  A. 


Fish  Culture  in  America. — Trout  of  the 
Yellowstone  Park. — Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  angling 
Editor  of  Shooting  and  Fishing,  kindly  sends  us  the 
following  interesting  note  : — “In  Fishing  Gazette 
received  by  last  mail  steamer,  I  find  this  :  4  During 
this  year,  period  between  October,  1889,  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  1890,  the  United  States  Fishery  Com¬ 
missioners  distributed  fry  and  eggs  to  the  number 
of£89,930,788.’  This  distribution  was  made  by  the 
Fish  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
waters  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  or  ad¬ 
jacent  thereto,  and  while  about  40,000,000  is  a  fair 
distribution  of  fish  for  a  single  state,  it  does  not 
approach  the  distribution  made  by  the  United 
States.  Upon  reading  the  Gazette  I  at  cnce  wrote 
to  Col.  McDonald,  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commissioner 
(there  is  but  one  U.  S.  Fish  Commissioner!,  asking 
him  to  give  me  the  number  of  fish  planted  by  the 
Commission  during  the  past  year.  To-day  he 
sends  me  a  complete  statement  of  eggs,  fry  and 
yearlings  distributed  during  the  year  which  ended 
Juno  80,  1890,  which  is  the  last  complete  report. 
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The  list  of  fish  may  not  be  as  interesting  to  your 
readers  as  the  totals,  which  are,  eggs— 78,146,500 ; 
fry,  255,398,381 ;  yearlings,  385,273  ;  making  a 
total  of  eggs  distributed  to  different  hatcheries, 
and  fry  and  yearlings  planted  by  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission,  of  833,930,154.  I  noticed  also 
your  query  and  reply  of  Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling,  re¬ 
garding  the  trout  of  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  or  rather  your  query  about  the  fish  of  the 
park,  and  his  reply  about  the  fish  of  this  river. 
Last  autumn  I  had  a  visit  from  Commissioner 
McDonald,  and  he  told  me  then  about  his  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  waters  of  Yellowstone  Park,  and 
finding  them  barren,  and  about  stocking  them 
subsequently.  I  asked  him  to  write  me  on  the 
subject,  which  he  very  kindly  did  to-day,  and  I 
quote  from  his  letter  :  ‘  The  native  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  trout,  Salmo  purpuratus,  is  indigenous  to 
Yellowstone  Lake  and  river  and  the  tributaries 
of  the  same  up  as  high  as  the  impassable  falls, 
which  bar  each  at  a  certain  distance  from  the 
main  river.  None  of  the  other  streams  within  the 
park  limits  in  the  volcanic  plateau,  which  com¬ 
prises  a  large  part  of  the  park,  had  trout  or  auy 
other  species  of  fish  in  them  until  we  planted  them. 
Nor  had  Lakes  Shoshone  and  Lewis,  which  he 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  divide,  in  the 
southern  limits  of  the  park.  We  have  stocked 
the  branches  of  the  Gardner  with  the  eastern 
brook  trout,  fontinalis ;  Gibbon  river  above  the 
falls,  which  are  just  within  the  limits  of  the  park, 
we  have  stocked  with  the  rainbow  trout  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  ;  the  Fire  Hole  river  and  its  branches 
above  the  falls  we  have  stocked  with  the  European 
trout,  fario ;  in  Lakes  Shoshone  and  Lewis  we 
have  planted  the  Scotch  lake  trout,  Lcveneusis ,  and 
the  Lake  Superior  trout,  namarceesh.  All  of  the 
species  planted  were  yearlings,  and  aggregated  in 
number  about  100,000.  In  addition  to  this  we 
have  taken  outside  of  the  limit  of  the  Park  some 
8,000  or  10,000  small  white  fish,  and  transferred 
them  to  Yellowstone  Lake  and  river,  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  breed  there  and  furnish  food. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  stocking  of  the  Yellow¬ 
stone  Lake  has  been  by  the  Snake  river  trout, 
which  have  ascended  the  Pacific  coast  and  crossed 
the  Rocky  Mountain  divide,  through  a  beaver 
swamp,  and  then  descended  Atlantic  creek  into 
Yellowstone  river  above  the  lake.’  ” 


WHITE  TROUT  FISHING  ON  LAKE 
DERRYCLARE,  CONNEMARA. 

The  following  morning  broke  most  auspiciously, 
the  rain  clouds  had  passed,  and  in  their  place 
light  masses  of  vapour  drifted  across  the  heavens, 
impelled  by  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  south-west. 
What  more  could  the  most  fastidious  angler  de¬ 
sire  ?  Before  breakfast  I  strolled  down  to  the 
river,  which  flows  into  Glendalougb,  close  to  the 
inn.  The  water  was  in  splendid  order.  At  the 
second  cast  I  hooked  a  lovely  fresh-run  white 
trout.  This  was  encouraging.  I  hastened  back 
to  my  friends  with  my  prize,  hurried  the  break¬ 
fast— at  which  my  white  trout  appeared  with  great 
credit  to  his  species— and  at  ten  o’clock  we  went 
off  to  Derryclare,  having  previously  dispatched 
a  boatman  to  the  lake  with  a  basket  of  provisions. 

The  walk  to  the  lower  end  of  the  lake  is 
charming.  Glendalough  on  your  left,  with  its 
wooded  shores ;  on  your  right  the  Ma’am  Turk 
range  of  mountains  ;  and  before  you  the  mighty 
Bens,  which  we  shall  see  better  presently,  as  some 
of  their  roots  are  steeped  in  the  waters  of  Derry¬ 
clare.  Full  of  pleasant  anticipations  we  walked 
fast,  and  in  about  an  hour  arrived  at  our  place  of 
embarkation.  Do  not  expect  trim  or  comfortably- 
cushioned  boats  in  Connemara,,  or  you  will  be 
sadly  disappointed.  The  craft  destined  for  us 
was  rough  in  the  extreme,  ill-shapen,  and  ill- 
finished  ;  but  what  was  wanting  in  elegance  was 
abundantly  made  up  in  solidity,  and  evident 
power  to  successfully  combat  squalls,  which 
suddenly  sweep  down  through  the  mountain 
gorges.  So,  being  well  prepared  to  rough  it  in 
boats  as  well  as  in  inns,  we  put  up  our  rods  and 
embarked.  The  wind,  still  blowing  from  the 
west,  wafted  us  towards  the  head  of  the  lake. 
The  boatmen  rowed  gently,  and  when  we  were 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  shore  they 
drew  in  the  long  sweeps,  and  assuring  us  that  we 
were  on  a  good  ”  white  trout  course,  said  we 
might  commence  operations.  On  this  announce¬ 
ment  our  lines,  which  had  been  undergoing  the 


necessary  ordeal,  technically  termed  “  wetting, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  lake  and  cast  again  on 
the  water.  “  Artistically,  of  course.”  Not 
exactly,  for  at  the  very  first  throw  we  were  made 
aware  that  we  had  undertaken  a  very  difficult 
feat,  viz.,  to  cast  within  little  more  than  a  yard  of 
each  other  without  fouling  our  lines.  At  all  times 
— and  in  all  places — fisli-hooks  have  a  wonderful 
and  provoking  tendency  to  effect  alliance  with 
everything  but  that  most  desired ;  but  this  ten¬ 
dency  seems  to  be  greatly  increased  when  you 
are  fly-fishing  from  a  boat  with  two  companions. 
Indeed,  I  know  few  things  more  temper-trying 
than  just  when  you  have  got  your  line  well  out, 
in  certain  expectation  of  covering  a  fish  which  you 
know  by  the  “  rise  ”  to  be  large,  you  find  that 
your  neighbour  has  by  a  very  unskilful  cast 
effected  a  union  between  your  line  and  his  own, 
which  costs  you  many  weary  minutes  to  dissolve, 
your  vexation  being  greatly  heightened  by  seeing 
the  large  fish,  which  you  regarded  as  your  own, 
rising  freely,  while  your  boat  is  drifting  fast  be¬ 
yond  reach.  How  often  this  calamity  befell  us 
during  our  fishing  companionship  on  the  Conne¬ 
mara  Lakes  I  care  not  to  tell ;  but  I  am  proud 
to  be  able  to  record  that  though  we  did,  by 
provoking  entanglements,  lose  many  chances  of 
catching  fish,  we  did  not  lose  our  temper.  For 
we  were  pretty  well  agreed  that  these  mishaps 
were  more  due  to  adverse  gusts  of  wind  than  to 
our  want  of  skill. 

But,  indeed,  we  were  so  fortunate  in  our  fish¬ 
ing  on  this  our  first  day  on  Derryclare  Lake, 
that  it  would  have  required  many  cross  things 
besides  lines  to  have  ruffled  us.  At  almost  every 
cast  we  rose  or  hooked  fish.  The  lake  was  alive 
with  the  silvery  beauties,  which  were  evidently 
enamoured — after  their  trip  from  the  sea  with 
the  gaudy  costumes  and  graceful  figures  of  our 
ephemera  in  masquerade. 

How  strong  they  were  1  Three-pounders  rush¬ 
ing  like  large  salmon,  and  carrying  away  many 
yards  of  line  before  they  were  at  all  disposed  to 
halt.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  we  had  cap¬ 
tured  upwards  of  four  dozen  fish,  averaging 
21b.  each,  and  having  thus  fairly  earned  our 
dinner,  we  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  cook  and  eat  it.  Accordingly  we 
selected  a  lovely  wooded  isle  for  our  operations, 
and,  having  secured  our  boat  in  a  little  creek, 
landed  and  disembarked  our  provisions.  But 
those  which  we  had  providently  brought  from 
the  inn  were  now  very  lightly  esteemed  in  com¬ 
parison  with  our  trout.  In  order  to  broil  these 
we  made  a  huge  fire  on  the  lee  side  of  a  rock 
near  the  water,  and  when  the  ashes  were  about 
4in.  thick,  and  of  a  glowing  red  heat,  we 
placed  green  sticks  propped  on  stones  over 
them.  On  the  sticks  we  laid  our  trout, 
which  had  been  split  and  cleaned,  taking  care  to 
turn  them  from  time  to  time  until  the 
silvery  hue  changed  to  a  rich  brown  tint ;  and 
whether  we  were  extremely  hungry,  or  that 
the  fish  were  delicious,  or  both,  we  agreed  that 
we  had  never  dined  more  luxuriously.  Eaten 
thus,  you  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  that  white 
trout  should  never  be  boiled  when  they  can  be 
broiled.  If,  however,  you  prefer  the  former 
method  of  cooking  them,  and  that  you  are  fishing 
in  or  near  a  tidal  stream  and  purpose  dining  en 
plein  air,  make  your  gossoon  procure  a  pot  from  a 
cabin  and  crimp  your  trout,  which,  by  the  way, 
should  always  be  done  in  the  broiling  process. 
Then  filling  your  vessel  with  sea  water,  let  it 
boil  furiously  before  you  put  in  your  fish.  Crimp- 
iug  salmon  and  white  trout  is  necessary  if  you 
wish  to  preserve  the  curd  of  the  fish.  Hear  the 
philosophical  angler  on  this  subject “  The  fat 
of  salmon  between  the  flakes  of  the  muscles  is 
mixed  with  much  albumen  and  gelatine,  and  is 
extremely  liable  to  decompose,  and  by  keeping 
it  cool  the  decomposition  is  retarded,  and  by  the 
boiling  salt  and  water,  which  is  of  a  higher 
temperature  than  that  of  common  boiling  water, 
the  albumen  is  coagulated  and  the  curdiness  pre¬ 
served.  The  crimping,  by  preventing  the  irrita¬ 
bility  of  the  fibre  from  being  gradually  exhausted, 
seems  to  preserve  it  so  hard  and  crisp  that  it 
breaks  under  the  teeth,  and  a  fresh  fish  not 
crimped  is  generally  tough.”* 

While  on  the  subject  of  preparing  fish  for  cook¬ 
ing,  I  may  mention  that  should  you  have  good 
fortune  on  the  Connemara  lakes,  you  may  pre- 


*  Sir  H.  Davy’s  “Salmonia,”  fourth  edition,  p.  103. 


serve  white  trout  effectually  for  a  long  time  by 
splitting  them  longitudinally,  strewing  salt, 
pepper,  and  a  soupcon  of  sugar  over  them,  and 
then  allowing  them  to  dry  thoroughly.  Treated 
thus,  I  have  carried  salmon  and  white  trout  long 
distances,  and  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
them  highly  appreciated  at  my  breakfast  table. 

Pleasant  memories  rise  vividly  connected  with 
these  dinners  on  the  isles  of  Derryclare.  Cradled 
amidst  mountains,  we  seemed  shut  out  from  the 
world.  For  although  keen  anglers,  we  were  also 
enthusiastic  admirers  of  the  grand  panorama 
around  us.  Reclining  on  a  bank  gaudy  with 
heather  and  wild  flowers,  tiny  wavelets  lapping 
the  rocks  at  our  feet,  we  had  before  us  the  solemn 
and  imposing  group  of  the  twelve  Bens,  their  bare 
heads  lighted  by  the  afternoon  sun,  and  their 
gorges  steeped  in  purple  gloom.  Far-reaching 
and  winding  among  the  roots  of  these  fine 
mountains  gleamed  the  waters  of  Derry¬ 
clare,  broken  by  islets,  all  clothed  with  trees, 
supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  the  primeval  woods. 
No  prim  villas,  not  even  a  cabin,  break  the  spell 
of  Nature’s  dominion,  for  Derryclare  is  not  on  the 
beaten  track ;  you  must  turn  aside  to  make  its 
acquaintance.  Although  the  islands  are  wooded, 
owing  probably  to  their  comparative  inaccessi¬ 
bility,  the  shores  of  t^e  lake  are  destitute  of  trees. 
The  great  abundance  of  heather  atones,  however, 
in  some  measure  for  the  want  of  these.  This 
shrub  revels  in  the  soil  of  Connemara.  Not .  far 
from  Derryclare  lake  the  Erica  Mediterranean  exists. 
The  discovery  of  this  still  rare  plant  was  made  in 
1830.  Before  that  period  it  was  not  known  as 
being  indigenous  to  Britain  or  Ireland.  It  grows 
on  a  declivity  near  a  stream  in  boggy  ground,  at 
the  foot  of  Urrisbeg  mountain,  occupying  a  space 
about  half-a-mile  long  and  a  quarter-of-a-mile 
broad.  The  Mediterranean  heath  is  also  indi¬ 
genous  to  Portugal,  from  whence  it  appears  to 
have  been  first  introduced  into  our  gardens,  and 
it  is  the  principal  heath  of  Corsica.’-' 

After  indulging  in  the  dolce  far  niente  for  an 
hour,  we  resumed  our  fishing,  which  was  not  so 
good  in  the  afternoon  as  it  had  been  during  the 
morning.  This  was  made  practically  apparent  to 
us  on  more  than  one  occasion  ;  so  we  cam9  to  the 
conclusion  that  white  trout  dine  early,  informa¬ 
tion  which  you  will  do  well  to  remember  should 
you  visit  the  Connemara  lakes  on  an  angling  ex¬ 
cursion  .  in  August  or  September.  However, 
although  our  sport  fell  off  as  the  sun  sank  in 
the  west,  we  nevertheless  killed  a  great  number 
of  very  fine  trout,  and  we  were  really  startled 
when  at  the  close  of  the  day  our  boatmen  dis¬ 
played  our  spoil  on  the  shore.  We  bade  them 
carry  a  few  of  the  heaviest  fish  to  the  inn  ;  the 
rest,  and  by  far  the  largest  portion,  became  their 
perquisite.  Then,  winding  up  our  lines,  we 
crossed  the  south  flank  of  Lionghter  mountain, 
starting  a  few  grouse  as  we  strode  through  the 
deep  heather  and  came  down  on  the  Recess 
Hotel  as  the  glimmering  landscape  faded  on  the 
sight. — From  “  Weld's  Vacations  in  Ireland." 

Angling  in  the  Itchen. — All  lovers  of  angling 
on  the  lower  Itchen,  writes  “  Piscator  ”  to  the 
Hampshire  Chronicle  will  be  pleased  te  hear  that 
Captain  Hargreaves,  of  the  Mount,  Bishopstoke, 
is  doing  his  best  to  get  that  portion  of  the  river 
well-stocked  with  trout.  He  has  this  season  again 
laid  down  from  30,000  to  40,000  ova  in  his  breed¬ 
ing-house,  which  is  fitted  up  with  all  the  modern 
appliances,  and  is  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  G.  Forty,  who,  by  the  way,  is  becoming  a  very 
good  pisciculturist,  considering  the  short  experience 
he  has  had.  Last  season  was  the  first  of  his 
breeding  trout  at  the  Mount,  but  he  has  found  a 
useful  tutor  in  Mr.  H.  Diddams,  of  Hatfield,  who 
was  entrusted  with  the  building  and  fitting  up  of 
the  hatching-house.  Last  season,  Captain  Har¬ 
greaves  turned  out  into  the  river  about  20,000  fry 
and  about  2,000  yearlings  of  the  river  Lea  strain, 
which  were  bred  in  his  hatchery,  and  the  other 
day  when  netting  for  pike  several  of  them  were 
caught,  varying  from  five  to  seven  inches  in  length, 
and  in  most  splendid  condition,  which  shows  how 
well  the  Lea  trout  are  doing  in  the  Itchen.  There 
is  not  the  least  doubt  that  a  cross  between  these 
two  different  strains  of  fish  will  prove  a  benefit  to 
the  old  Itchen,  for  the  Lea  trout  are  a  very  fine 
strain  of  fish,  plenty  of  them  weighing  from  4lb. 
to  51b.  each,  and  show  capital  sport  when  hooked. 

*  “  Loudon’s  Magazine  of  Natural  History,”  vol.  iv.,  p.  167. 
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BRITISH  AND  NORWEGIAN  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 

From  a  Norwegian  Point  of  View. 

“  Having  thus  shortly  given  an  account  of  the 
most  important  of  the  different  kinds  of  pollution 
from  which  the  English  salmon  rivers  suffer,  I 
will  now  mention  some  conspicuous  examples  of 
the  effects  of  such  pollution,  so  that  one  will  be 
better  able  to  form  a  proper  conception  of  the 
extremely  important  part  which  the  question  of 
pollution  plays  in  regard  to  England’s  salmon 
fisheries  as  a  whole. 

“  First  of  all  I  will  refer  to  the  Thames.  This 
river  has  a  total  basin  of  5,142  square  miles,  con¬ 
siderably  larger  than  that  of  Skieuselv  (4,111 
square  miles),  and  nearly  two-and-a-half  times  as 
large  as  that  of  Numedalslaagen  (2,177  square 
miles). 

“Naturally  the  main  river,  as  well  as  the 
great  majority  of  its  tributaries,  is  accessible, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  its  uppermost 
sources.  The  total  length  of  river  naturally 
accessible  (of  which,  however,  a  great  por¬ 
tion  is  shut  off  by  dams)  amounts  to  little  less 
than  620  miles,  of  which  no  doubt  many  parts  are 
not  well  suited  for  salmon  on  account  of  the  too 
gentle  fall.  But  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  river 
there  are  plenty  of  excellent  spawning  places ; 
the  Thames,  therefore,  in  former  times  contained 
large  quantities  of  salmon.  Even  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  present  century  salmon  were  found  in 
the  river,  but  in  the  years  between  1820  and  1830 
they  disappeared  entirely  owing  to  the  growing 
pollution  of  the  water  caused  by  the  sewage  and 
manufactories  of  London. 

“It  must,  however,  be  observed  that  even 
somewhat  before  this  the  number  of  salmon  had 
been  much  diminished  by  the  erection  of  locks 
for  the  sake  of  the  traffic  (these  were  introduced 
into  England  in  the  previous  century,  but  were 
first  erected  on  the  Thames  in  1811  and  the  next 
succeeding  years).  Although  latterly  young 
salmon  have  repeatedly  been  placed  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  river,  salmon  have  never  since  the 
above  year  been  found  in  the  Thames,  evidently 
because  they  cannot  (or  will  not)  pass  the  in¬ 
creased  pollution  of  London. 

“  Especially  after  the  introduction  of  gas  into 
London  (about  1820),  and  before  strict  laws  were 
made  against  this  kind  of  pollution,  the  water 
below  London  was  so  infected  that  no  fish  could 
live  in  it.  Even  eels  introduced  from  Holland 
could  not  exist  there.  Of  late  things  have  some¬ 
what  improved  since  the  sewerage  of  London  was 
carried  out  into  the  Thames  a  long  way  below 
London  (at  Barking). 

“  For  example,  occasional  flounders  are  now  to 
be  found  in  the  Thames  at  the  city  itself,  but  within 
a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  mouth  of  the  main  sewer  fish  are  still  unable 
to  live. 

“  Not  much  better  is  the  state  of  matters  on  the 
Medway,  a  considerable  stream  which  has  its  exit 
immediately  alongside  the  mouth  of  the  Thames. 
Even  during  the  present  generation  salmon  have 
been  found  in  this  stream,  which  in  former  times 
was  a  valuable  salmon  river,  but  which  is  now 
entirely  devoid  of  this  species  of  fish.  Here  there 
are  locks  (no  less  than  fourteen)  as  well  as  pollu¬ 
tion,  which  have  driven  away  the  salmon. 

“  According  to  Inspector  Buckland,  this  river, 
which  has  a  basin  of  834  square  miles  (consider¬ 
ably  larger  than  the  Topdal,  Mandal  and  Sire 
Aaen),  is  one  of  the  most  polluted  in  all  England. 
Paper  and  oil  manufactories  especially  often  cause 
a  total  destruction  of  all  fish  life  in  the  adjacent 
portions  of  the  river. 

“  A  much  more  considerable  river,  which  by 
pollution  has  been  completely  robbed  not  only  of 
every  salmon,  but  practically  of  all  fish  life,  is  the 
Mersey,  which  has  a  basin  of  1,740  square  miles 
(considerably  larger  than  the  Nisser-elv,  Torris- 
dalselv  and  Gula).  Here  it  is  partly  the  extremely 
dense  population,  partly  the  excessive  number  of 
manufactories  which  are  spread  over  the  district, 
that  are  the  cause  of  the  pollution.  For  example, 
it  may  be  stated  that  within  the  basin  (310  square 
miles)  of  the  Irwell  (one  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
Mersey)  the  population  even  in  1861  had  reached 
over  a  million,  or  about  3,225  human  beings  to  the 
square  mile  ;  and  according  to  an  official  report  in 
1870,  there  were  no  less  than  10,500  manufactories 
of  all  kinds  which  obtained  their  water  supply 
from  six  waterworks  in  towns  in  the  district,  and 


a  great  number  besides  which  were  supplied  with 
water  by  other  means. 

“  It  has  already  been  stated  abovo  that  all  fish 
havo  been  driven  from  the  Aire  and  Calder,  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  Yorkshire  Ouse,  with  a  total  basin  of 
811  square  miles,  in  consequence  of  the  excessive 
pollution  caused  by  the  large  manufacturing  towns 
situated  within  the  district,  among  which  are 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Huddersfield  and 
Halifax. 

“  When  floods  suddenly  occur  the  effects  of  the 
poisoned  waters  of  these  rivers  seriously  affect 
even  the  lower  portions  of  the  Ouse.  Such  an 
occurrence  took  place  in  1875.  Quantities  of  dead 
and  dymg  fish,  small  and  large,  were  collected 
from  the  river,  and  it  was  calculated  that  many 
tons  of  flounders  and  eels  were  destroyed,  along 
with  large  quantities  of  salmon  roe  (of  full  grown 
salmon  there  were  only  a  few  to  be  found  in  the 
river). 

“  Not  to  go  into  needless  detail  regarding  a 
matter  which — although  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  England — is  of  direct  importance  only  in  a 
minor  degree  to  our  own  country’s  salmon  fish¬ 
eries,  I  will  not  continue  an  enumeration  of  the 
rivers  which  by  pollution  have  become  completely 
useless  as  places  of  residence  for  salmon,  but  will 
only  remark  that  besides  those  above-mentioned 
there  are  numerous  streams,  some  of  them  main 
rivers,  others  tributaries,  which  are  in  the  same 
wretched  state.  And  greater  still  is  the  number 
of  those  rivers,  whose  powers  of  producing  salmon 
are  not  indeed  completely  destroyed,  but  are 
greatly  diminished  by  all  kinds  of  pollutions. 

“  Amongst  those  rivers  which  still  produce 
salmon  to  a  valuable  extent,  there  are  many 
which  suffer  seriously  from  pollution.  Thus  it  is 
shown  above  what  perilous  dimensions  the  pollu¬ 
tions  arising  from  the  manufactories  at  Newcastle 
have  assumed  towards  the  fisheries  in  the  first 
salmon  river  in  England,  the  Tyne.  Further  up 
that  river  also  there  are  pollutions  of  no  incon¬ 
siderable  extent.  Thus,  not  many  years  ago,  there 
was  a  stretch,  some  nine  miles  in  extent,  which 
contained  excellent  spawning  beds,  that  were 
formerly  among  those  most  frequented  by  salmon, 
and  which  is  now  practically  destroyed  by  coal¬ 
washing  at  the  Plashett  coal  mines.  This  state 
of  matters,  however,  is  likely  to  be  mended. 

“  Another  excellent  salmon  river  is  the  Usk, 
a  considerable  stream  in  South-west  Wales,  with 
a  basin  of  some  630  square  miles.  Its  largest 
tributary  is  the  Ebbw,  but  this  is  completely 
destroyed  as  a  salmon  river  by  pollution  from 
manufactories.  The  next  largest  tributary  is  the 
Afou  Llwyd,  but  this  is  almost  as  much  polluted 
as  the  Ebbw.  Even  the  main  river  itself  is 
greatly  polluted  by  sewers  at  the  towns  of  Aber¬ 
gavenny,  Crickhowell  and  Brecon,  whilst  the 
tributary  stream  Clydach  suffers  from  pollution 
from  a  rich  mining  district. 

“  On  the  Ribble,  likewise  one  of  the  better  class 
of  salmon  rivers  in  England  (basin,  582  square 
miles),  it  chanced  that  in  the  summer  of  1875  a 
sudden  heavy  flood  washed  away  a  quantity  of 
filth  which  had  gradually  accumulated  from  the 
factories  and  towns  situated  on  two  tributary 
streams,  whereby  the  water  was  poisoned  to  such 
an  extent  that  all  the  fish  in  the  river,  including 
even  eels,  perished  for  a  distance  of  many  miles. 

“  A  somewhat  similar  occurrence  took  place  in 
1873  on  the  Dovey,  a  river  in  the  western  portion 
of  Wales  naturally  well  suited  for  salmon,  with  a 
basin  of  about  215  square  miles.  In  consequence 
of  the  pollution  from  lead  mines  all  fish  perished 
throughout  a  long  stretch  of  the  river,  and 
numerous  cart-loads  of  dead  fish  were  collected. 
For  a  long  distance  the  bottom  of  the  river  was, 
to  use  Frank  Buckland’s  expression,  absolutely 
‘  paved  with  dead  fish,  which  lay  belly  up.’  The 
water  from  the  Dyliffa  mines  often  resembles, 
says  he,  ‘  a  river  of  milk.’  Salmon  roe  always 
perishes  in  quantities,  and  the  pools  in  the  river 
are  being  gradually  filled  up  by  the  discharge  from 
the  mines. 

“  As  an  example  of  the  disastrous  effects  of 
purely  accidental  and  temporary  pollution,  a  case 
which  occurred  on  the  Lune  in  1877  may  be  cited. 
A  vessel  filled  with  creosote  was  broken  at  Tebay 
Station,  and  the  contents  ran  out  into  the  river, 
with  the  result  that  all  the  fish  perished  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  ten  miles. 

“  The  foregoiug  ought  to  bo  sufficient  to  show 
that  here  there  is  an  evil  which  contributes  enor¬ 
mously  to  reduce  the  yield  of  England’s  salmon 


fisheries,  and  in  many  places  even  threatens  them 
with  complete  destruction. 

“  ‘  No  attentive  observer,’  says  Walpole  in  his  re¬ 
port  for  1877,  ‘.can  see  the  great  and  ever- increas¬ 
ing  pollution  of  the  Tyne  at  Newcastle,  of  the 
Severn  at  Gloucester,  of  the  Ribble  at  Preston, 
and  of  many  other  rivers,  without  fearing  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  increase  of  these 
pollutions  will  become  fatal  to  all  fish  life,  and 
drive  away  all  the  migratory  fish  from  their  native 
rivers  in  the  same  way  as  has  already  taken  place 
in  the  Thames.’  And  it  cannot  be  wondered  at 
iliat  this  gentleman,  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
she  details  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of  England,  at 
;he  end  of  the  report  above  referred  to,  declares 
le  does  not  think  it  possible  for  Fishery  Boards, 
while  matters  remain  as  they  are  in  regard  to  pollu¬ 
tion,  to  increase  the  produce  of  their  respective 
fisheries  to  any  material  extent. 

“  What  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  rivers  by  human  means  applies,  it  will  be  seen, 

;o  England  itself  only.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  above  stated,  pollution 
las  not  assumed  anything  like  such  dimensions, 
although  even  these  countries,  especially  Scotland, 
are  less  favourably  situated  in  this  respect  than 
our  own. 

“  In  Scotland  pollution  is  principally  restricted 
to  the  ‘  Lowlands,’  as  that  part  of  the  country  is 
called  lying  between  the  Firths  of  Clyde  and 
Forth  and  southwards.  To  no  small  extent, 
however,  also  does  pollution  affect  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  North  Sea,  on  the  coast  from  the  Firth 
of  Forth  northwards  to  Aberdeen.  But  apart 
from  individual  rivers  on  this  part  of  the  coast, 
and  one  or  two  isolated  cases  elsewhere,  all  the 
rivers  in  the  ‘Highlands’ — practically  the  whole  of 
that  part  of  Scotland  which  lies  north  of  the  Low¬ 
lands  as  above  described — are  nearly  unaffected 
by  this  evil.  These  districts  are  comparatively 
thinly  populated  throughout,  and  without  manu¬ 
factories  or  mining  industries.  And  even  within 
those  parts  of  the  country  which,  according  to  the 
above,  suffer  from  pollution,  it  is  generally  speak¬ 
ing  only  at  one  or  two  single  places  that  these  are 
on  such  a  scale  as  to  render  the  river  quite  use¬ 
less  for  fish.  Only  the  districts  between  and 
about  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  offer  examples  of 
a  somewhat  extensive  tract,  where  the  pollutions 
have  assumed  such  an  overwhelming  character. 
Elsewhere  generally  it  is  only  a  river  here  and 
there,  or  a  tributary  stream,  which  suffers  from 
this  evil. 

“  The  river  the  pollution  of  which  contributes 
most  perceptibly  to  the  diminution  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  salmon  in  Scotland  is  certainly  the 
Clyde,  the  third  most  important  river  in  the  country. 
It  drains  a  basin  over  1,800  square  miles  in  extent, 
larger  than  the  Nisserelv  at  Arendal.  As  the  river 
flows  for  a  long  distance  through  the  richest 
manufacturing  district  in  Scotland,  and  in 
addition  receives  the  discharge  of  the  largest 
city  in  the  country,  Glasgow,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  river  has  long  ago  lost 
its  last  salmon,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  its 
course  is  absolutely  useless  as  an  abode  for  fish. 

“  Next  to  the  Clyde  comes  the  Tweed  among 
the  polluted  rivers  in  Scotland.  This  is  un 
doubtedly  the  one  of  the  country’s  more  produc¬ 
tive  salmon  rivers  which  suffers  most  from  exist¬ 
ing  pollutions.” 

Here  follows  a  lengthy  extract  from  the  re¬ 
port  of  1875  of  the  Commission  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
river  Tweed  and  tributaries,  and  a  sufficiently 
melancholy  one  we  most  of  us  know  it  was, 
telling  of  the  unlimited  and  unchecked  discharge 
into  the  stream  of  innumerable  and  increasing 
manufactories  of  all  kinds  and  of  the  sewerage 
of  large  towns,  of  the  poisoned  waters  and  of 
the  consequent  disease  and  destruction  of  the 
salmon. 

“  As  already  stated,  it  is  the  districts  between 
and  about  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  where  the 
pollutions  have  assumed  the  greatest  dimensions, 
as  all  the  river3  that  flow  through  these  districts 
are  quite  destroyed.  This  applies  to  the  Esk 
(Edinburghshire),  Almond,  Avon  and  Carron, 
which  all  fall  into  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  the 
Leven  (Dumbartonshire),  which  falls  into  the 
Firth  of  Clyde. 

“  The  Forth,  also  a  large  and  excellent  salmon 
river  which  falls  into  the  head  of  tho  Firth  of 
Forth,  is  very  greatly  polluted  by  paraffin  oil 
and  sewerage  discharge  in  the  lower  part  of  its 
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course.  Apart  from  this  last  stream,  the  other 
rivers  named  are  comparatively  small,  and  their 
pollution  is  thus  of  less  consequence  to  the 
country’s  fisheries  as  a  whole. 

*  *  * 

“  Of  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Solway  Firth, 
the  Nith  is  much  polluted,  especially  below 
Dumfries.  North  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  as  above 
stated,  the  pollutions  are  more  scattered,  but 
can  assume  large  dimensions  even  here.  Thus 
it  is  considerably  increasing  pollution  which  is 
the  cause  of  the  Leven,  a  river  in  Fifeshire 
falling  into  the  Firth  of  Forth  on  the  north 
side,  being  now  completely  devoid  of  salmon. 
About  eighty  years  ago  the  salmon  fishing  of 
this  inconsiderable  river  was  let  at  a  yearly  rent 
of  .£300,  which  at  present  prices  would  probably 
correspond  to  a  sum  of  about  £1,000.  Two 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Tay,  the  Almond  and 
Ericht,  have  been  completely  deprived  of  their 
stock  of  salmon,  partly  by  pollution,  partly  by 
dams,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  little  river 
Dighty,  which  falls  into  the  Tay  a  little  way  to 
the  east  of  Dundee.  The  South  Esk  in  For¬ 
farshire  also  is  greatly  polluted  in  the  lower 
part  of  its  course  by  the  discharge  from  numerous 
factories  in  Brechin. 

“  In  Ireland,  as  is  well  known,  manufactories 
and  mining  industries  occupy  only  a  very  unimpor¬ 
tant  position  in  comparison  with  those  of  the 
sister  kingdom,  and  this  country’s  salmon  and 
other  fresh  water  fisheries  do  not  on  the  whole 
suffer  from  pollutions  to  any  extent  worth  speak¬ 
ing  about.  As  might  be  expected,  however,  there 
are  instances  even  in  Ireland  where  the  kinds  of 
pollution  mentioned  do  perceptible  harm  to  the 
fisheries.  The  Liffey  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
conspicuous  example  of  this.  This  river,  which 
has  a  basin  of  473  square  miles,  flow3  near  its 
mouth  through  Ireland’s  principal  town,  Dublin, 
and  suffers  greatly  from  sewage  discharge  as  well 
as  from  that  of  chemical  factories  in  that  town. 

“  The  Yartry,  a  smaller  stream  south  of  Dublin, 
suffers  from  pollution  by  chemical  works  at 
Wicklow.  The  Newry,  another  not  very  large 
river  on  the  north-east  coast,  is  completely  des¬ 
troyed  by  gasworks  in  the  town  of  the  same 
name.  It  would  appear  also  that  it  is  the 
discharge  from  the  numerous  factories  in  Belfast 
— the  headquarters  of  manufacturing  in  Ireland, 
especially  of  linen — which  is  the  reason  that  the 
not  inconsiderable  stream,  the  Lagan,  which  flows 
through  the  town,  is  completely  denuded  of 
salmon.  In  addition  to  the  above  instances,  there 
may  be  mentioned  several  paper  manufactories, 
bleaching  and  chemical  works  in  the  north  and 
north-easterly  parts  of  the  country,  but  these  are 
of  no  great  moment. 

“  On  the  other  hand,  a  not  inconsiderable  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  rivers  of  Ireland  suffer  from  another 
kind  of  pollution  peculiar  to  that  country,  or  which 
exists  in  England  and  Scotland  at  any  rate 
to  a  very  small  extent.  I  refer  to  the  pollution 
which  arises  from  the  cultivation  of  flax. 

“  As  is  well  known,  Ireland,  or  more  properly 
speaking  the  most  northerly  of  the  four  provinces 
of  which  Ireland  consists,  namely  Ulster,  is  the 
seat  of  extensive  linen  manufactories,  which  are 
principally  maintained  from  the  raw  material 
grown  in  the  province  itself.  One  of  the  processes 
which  linen  passes  through  during  its  manufacture 
is  that  the  fresh  plant  is  soaked  for  some  days  in 
water,  by  which  means  it  undergoes  a  process  of 
fermentation,  during  which  it  emits  a  matter 
highly  poisonous  to  all  fish  life,  which  is  taken  off 
by  the  water.  When  the  water  in  the  dam  in 
which  the  soaking  process  is  carried  on  is  emptied 
in  such  a  way  that  a  large  quantity  of  it  at  a 
time  flows  out  into  the  rivers,  the  fish  small  and 
large  living  therein  are  killed  throughout  a  longer 
or  shorter  portion  of  the  rivers.  It  is  in  County 
Down  especially,  but  to  a  great  extent  also  in 
Antrim  and  Londonderry,  where  this  kind  of 
pollution  exists.  To  some,  although  to  a  much 
smaller,  extent  it  occurs  also  in  the  neighbouring 
counties  of  Derry  and  Donegal,  but  not  in  all  the 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Although  flax  pollu¬ 
tion  thus  affects  only  a  small  portion  of  the  whole 
country,  it  exists  in  those  districts  where  it  is 
carried  on  to  such  an  extent  that  it  inflicts  great 
injury  on  salmon  and  other  fresh  water  fisheries. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  kind  of  pollution  has 
inflicted  and  continues  to  inflict  more  injury’  on 
Ireland’s  salmon  fisheries  than  all  other  kinds  of 
pollution  put  together.  Thus  according  to 


Inspector  Blake’s  reports  the  greater  portion  of 
the  numerous  rivers  in  the  Counties  Down  and 
Antrim — most  of  which  certainly  are  only  minor 
streams,  but  are  naturally  well  adapted  for  the 
production  of  salmon — have  become  practically 
fishless  from  flax  pollution. 

“‘In  many  parts  of  the  province  of  Ulster,’ says 
Blake  in  his  report  for  the  year  1874,  ‘  there  is 
hardly  a  brook  that  is  not  poisoned  by  flax  steep¬ 
ing.  It  is  melancholy  to  see  what  injury  is  often 
done  in  a  single  night,  where  hundreds  of  fine 
fish  are  found  dead  and  dying  in  the  river  from 
poisoning.  In  this  way  the  salmon  and  trout 
fisheries  in  County  Down,  which  on  account  of  its 
naturally  fine  rivers  is  particularly  adapted  for 
the  production  of  salmon,  have  become  so  to  speak 
completely  destroyed.  Derry,  Donegal,  and  other 
counties  also  suffer  considerably,  although  in  a 
lesser  degree  than  the  one  first  mentioned. 

“According  to  present  reports,  however,  the 
cultivation  of  flax  has  much  fallen  off  of  late  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  importation  from 
abroad,  which  it  is  expected  will  still  further  in¬ 
crease  in  the  future.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
will  be  decidedly  beneficial  to  the  salmon 
fisheries.”  [concluded.] 


A  STOCKY  LITTLE  YELLOW 
TERRIER. 

I  should  mention  that,  though  there  are  one  or 
two  boats — such  as  they  are — on  Loch  Garry  and 
Loch  Polery,  and  those  lochs  with  the  part  of  the 
river  between  Loch  Kingie  and  Loch  Garry  may 
be  fished  by  anyone  staying  at  Tomdouu  ;  yet  a 
boat  cannot  be  got  upon  Loch  Kingie — in  which 
the  Sulmo  ferox  is  said  to  be  more  numerous  than 
in  either  of  the  other  lochs — without  the  express 
leave  of  Mr.  Ellice,  of  Glen  Coicb,  who,  however, 
I  believe,  obligingly  permits  rod  fishing  from  the 
shore.*  When  we  were  there,  Mr.  Ellice  was 
absent  from  home,  and  his  keeper — who  had  been 
at  some  trouble  to  get  the  deer  down  near  the 
loch — feared  that  bringing  a  boat  across  might 
disturb  them,  so  we  left  Loch  Kingie  without 
giving  it  a  fair  trial,  for  though  it  is  comparatively 
small,  and  very  deep  towards  the  centre,  yet  as  it 
is  rather  shallow  and  weedy  on  one  side,  and 
awkward  to  get  at  on  the  other,  it  is  almost  useless 
to  attempt  spinning  it  from  the  shore. 

A  shooting  lodge  which  I  occupied  with  some 
friends  for  a  couple  of  seasons,  close  to  a  sea  loch, 
in  Ross-shire,  has  been  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
these  pages.  One  of  the  principal  dependants  (in 
his  own  estimation)  attached  to  it  was  a  stocky 
little  yellow  terrier,  not  smooth,  nor  of  the 
shaggiest,  but  of  a  kind  of  intermediate  roughness, 
whose  two  chief  personal  characteristics  were  a 
singular  bunch  of  light  yellow  hair,  about  an  inch 
and  a-half  long,  projecting  from  the  outer  corner 
of  each  eye,  which  gave  him  a  very  grotesque 
appearance  ;  and  the  determination  with  which — 
never  keeping  more  than  three  legs  in  work  at 
the  same  time,  as  is  the  habit  of  such  dogs — he 
changed  from  one  hind  leg  to  the  other  at  every 
two  steps,  when  on  the  march. 

Although  he  took  a  great  interest  in  all  field 
sports  in  which  he  had  the  opportunity  of  joining, 
yet  fishing  was  the  one  which  possessed  for  him 
the  most  particular  attractions,  and  in  which  he 
principally  excelled.  His  proper  owner,  who  re¬ 
sided  at  a  considerable  distance,  had  formerly  lent 
him  to  the  keeper,  when,  having  once  tasted  the 
delights  of  a  free  piscatorial  life,  he  could  not  only 
not  be  induced  to  return,  but  if  taken  home  to  his 
master,  soon  found  his  way  back  to  the  quarters 
where  he  could  enjoy  his  favourite  sport  ad 
libitum.  It  mattered  very  little  to  him  what  kind 
of  fishing  was  the  order  of  the  day,  so  long  as  he 
was  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  it.  He  soon 
found  out  what  it  was  to  be,  whether  up  the  river 
for  salmon,  or  down  the  loch  for  sea  fish,  and  was 
always  the  first  on  the  road  towards  the  river, 
or  in  the  boat  when  sea-fishing  was  determined 
on,  as  the  case  might  be.  Many  a  rough  day  he 
had  of  it — sitting  in  the  bow  or  stern-sheets, 
wherever  there  happened  to  be  room  for  him — 
drenched  with  rain  and  spray,  and  perhaps  half 
frozen  by  a  biting  wind.  But  all  this  was  endured, 
just  as  his  human  friends  endured  it,  for  the  sake 
of  the  sport,  which  seemed  to  make  up  for  all  dis¬ 
comforts.  Great  was  his  excitement  when  a 
salmon  was  hooked,  and  profound  the  attention 

*  [This  refers  to  the  year  1330.  Things  may  be  different 
now.— Ed.] 


with  which  (head  on  one  side  and  ears  cocked) 
he  watched  all  the  subsequent  proceedings — the 
salmon’s  rushes,  his  leaps,  his  gradual  approach 
to  the  shore,  perhaps  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
gaff  him  (for  the  gillies  were  not  very  certain 
hands  at  the  work),  until  at  length  the  crowning 
effort  was  made,  and  the  fish  landed  safely  on 
terra  firma.  He  was  then  a  proud  and  a  happy 
dog.  He  had  done  his  work  well  in  his  own 
opinion,  and  evidently  considered  himself  to  be 
oft  duty  for  a  time,  and  entitled,  in  common  with 
ourselves,  to  take  a  rest  and  divert  himself,  which 
after  inspecting  the  fish,  and  superintending  the 
process  of  weighing  it,  he  accordingly  set  about 
doing  in  his  own  way,  that  is,  instead  of  smoking 
a  pipe  over  it  as  we  did,  he,  after  a  preliminary 
stretch  and  roll  on  the  heather,  took  out  his  re¬ 
laxation  in  a  hunt  (not,  however,  often  attended 
with  much  success)  after  field-mice. 

Of  sea  fishing,  too,  he  was  very  fond,  and 
when  hand-lines  were  employed,  would  look  over 
the  side  as  a  line  was  hauled  in,  and  await  the 
appearance  of  the  up-coming  fish  with  the  keenest 
interest.  The  method  I  have  elsewhere  described, 
of  trailing  with  a  number  of  flies  on  the  same  line, 
he  never  seemed  thoroughly  to  understand,  ap¬ 
parently  considering  that  one,  or  at  the  most  two, 
fish  at  a  time  was  as  much  as  could  possibly  be  ex¬ 
pected,  and  when  a  string  of  about  a  dozen  came 
in,  one  after  the  other,  he  got  into  a  state  of 
perfectly  bewildered  excitement. 

But  what  he  peculiarly  delighted  in  was  fishing 
on  his  own  account.  The  fish  required  for  the  con- 
sumption  of  the  house  were  cleaned  and  washed 
in  the  sea  loch  opposite  to  it  ;  and  attracted  by  the 
.offal  which  resulted  from  that  process,  large  cod 
used  constantly  to  come  in,  two  and  three  at  a  time, 
coasting  quietly  along,  and  venturing  close  to  the 
shore,  where  there  was  scarcely  depth  of  wattr 
to  cover  them,  almost  regardless  of  the  presence  of 
bystanders.  Here  of  an  evening,  after  we  had  done 
our  day’s  work,  our  friend  used  to  take  his  stand, 
perhaps  occupying  a  commanding  position  on  one 
of  the  stepping-stones  which  formed  a  rough  pier 
for  the  purpose  of  embarkation,  on  the  look-out 
for  the  cod.  Although  he  generally  saw  them 
when  they  were  at  some  little  distance  from  the 
shore,  yet,  if  they  seemed  to  be  coming  pretty 
straight  towards  him,  he  rarely  made  any  demon¬ 
stration  until  they  were  well  within  reach  and  he 
had  a  fair  chance  at  them.  Then  in  he  went  with 
a  rush.  There  was  a  tussle,  a  diving,  a  gripping, 
and  a  blowing,  and  gradually  he  emerged,  strug¬ 
gling  with  and  dragging  after  him  the  unwieldy 
and  reluctant  form  of  a  big  helples3-looking  cod. 

These  fish  rarely,  if  ever,  venture  in  so  close 
and  boldly,  except  when  badly  fed  and  out  of 
condition  ;  aud  although  those  which  were  thus 
caught  would,  when  in  proper  condition,  have 
been  of  a  very  good  size  (for  even  then  they 
weighed  as  much  as  ten  or  twelve  pounds  each), 
yet  they  were  consequently,  for  the  most  part, 
poor,  ugly,  ill-shaped  brutes,  and  so  little  fit  for 
the  table,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
which  the  gillies  took  home  to  be  salted,  such  as 
could  be  rescued  in  time  were  put  back  again,  a 
course  of  proceeding  by  no  means  to  the  taste  of 
the  captor,  who  viewed  it  with  marked  dissatis¬ 
faction,  evidently  showing  by  his  manner  that  he 
considered  we  had  no  right  whatever  to  interfere, 
and  saying  as  plainly  as  a  dog  could  speak,  “  I 
never  put  back  any  of  your  fish.  Why  on  earth 
should  you  meddle  with  mine  ?  ”  I  noticed  with 
some  surprise  that  several  of  those  which  had 
been  thus  reprieved  seemed  nothing  daunted  by 
the  rough  reception  they  had  experienced,  and 
might  be  seen  returning  after  a  few  minutes  to 
prosecute  their  search  for  the  offal,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened. 

The  keeper  told  me  that,  when  they  were  alone 
together,  the  dog  had  often  landed  salmon  for 
him;  as  however  we  had  human  and  mechanical 
aids  at  hand,  we  never  availed  ourselves  of  his 
services  for  that  purpose. — From  “  Simeon's  Stray 
Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History." 

Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.— Glad  Tidings.— Some 
constitutions  have  a  tendency  to  rheumatism,  and  are,  throughout 
the  year,  borne  down  by  its  protracted  tortures.  Let  such  suf¬ 
ferers  bathe  the  affected  parts  with  warm  brine,  and  afterwaids 
rub  in  the  soothing  Ointment.  They  will  find  it  the  best  means 
oflessening  their  agony,  and,  assisted  by  Holloway's  Pills,  the 
surest  way  of  overcoming  their  disease.  More  need  not  be  said 
than  to  request  a  few  days’  trial  of  this  sale  and  soothing  treat¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  disease  will  ultimately  be  completely  swept 
away.  Pains  that  would  make  a  giant  shudder  are  assuaged 
without  difficulty  by  Holloway’s  easy  and  inexpensive  remedies 
which  comfort  by  moderating  the  throbbing  vessels  and  calming 
the  excited  nerves. 
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ANGLING  AT  LITTLEPORT,  &c. 

By  Old  Hand. 

( Continued  from  page  85.) 

It  appears  to  be  a  profound  mystery  where  the 
immense  shoals  of  bream  that  sometimes  affect 
the  Cam  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Littleport  har¬ 
bour  in  the  winter.  They  are  never  “  gleaved,” 
caught,  or  seen,  and  nobody  seems  to  know  where 
they  go  or  how  they  fare.  In  the  spring  they 
sometimes  come  up  in  numbers  sufficient  to  darken 
the  river — tons  upon  tons.  They  swim  a  certain 
depth  and  distance  from  the  shore,  and  the  journey 
is  performed  so  evenly  and  quietly  that  a  stranger 
might  easily  pass  without  observing  them.  One 
reason  of  this  is  they  are  mostly  some  distance 
from  the  bank,  on  account  of  the  shoals  or  shallows 
which  sometimes  run  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  it  would  be  easier  for  them  to  pass  in  the 
deeper  water  without  being  seen.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  an  old  angler  who  has  known  this  river  over 
twenty  years,  and  who  is  well  acquainted  with  its 
peculiarities,  that  they  do  not  “mud  up,”  or  they 
would  sometimes  be  “  gleaved.”  One  thing  is 
certain,  they  must  have  somewhere  to  harbour, 
say  from  the  end  of  September  until  the  middle 
of  April  ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they 
pass  the  winter  in  the  tidal  water,  because  below 
Denver  Sluice  first-rate  bream,  also  roach,  are 
often  caught ;  and  I  think  I  may  say,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  bream 
taken  between  Ely  and  the  station  dock  at  Little¬ 
port,  and  even  in  the  free  water  to  Brandon  Creek, 
are  captured  before  the  end  of  September,  a  strong 
proof  that  a  general  exodus  has  taken  place. 
Again,  I  know  for  a  fact  that  a  splendid  lot  of 
bream  was  once  bagged  by  a  well-known  London 
angler  a  considerable  distance  below  Amberley  in 
mid-winter,  when  they  could  not  be  caught  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  above-named  town.  It  is  just 
possible  that  the  water  nearer  the  sea  may  be 
warmer  than  that  more  inland  (it  should  be),  and 
food  may  be  more  abundant.  I  cannot  say  for 
certain,  but  I  do  not  think  bream  leave  rivers  in 
freshets  in  very  mild  open  weather  in  late  autumn 
and  early  winter,  like  pike,  eels,  roach,  or  dace  for 
instance,  for  I  have  seen  these  fish  taken  in  nets 
(eel  and  otherwise)  when  there  has  not  been  a 
bream  taken,  and  that  in  places,  mark  you,  where 
I  have  caught  good  bream  with  the  worm  in  sum¬ 
mer  floods.  The  fishery  was  rented  chiefly  for 
netting  purposes,  and  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak 
I  used  to  think  it  magnificent  sport  to  witness  the 
netting.  Eel  nets  were  allowed  to  remain  in  all 
night,  and,  sad  to  relate,  I  have  seen  grand  roach, 
dace,  eels  and  pike  taken  quite  four  miles  from  the 
main  stream.  Once  through  the  accommodating 
“incheres,”  “inshears,”  or  false  tunnels  fixed  in 
these  deadly  nets,  escape  is  impossible,  but  per¬ 
haps  the  less  said  about  this  business  the  better. 

Localities. — There  is  capital  fishing  to  be  had 
at  Denver  Sluice,  good  accommodation,  and  the 
drains  in  this  district  may  be  tried  for  a  change. 
Re  methods,  baits,  &c.,  at  the  Sluice,  see  previous 
letter. 

Burnt  Fen. —  Seven  miles  by  rail  from  Ely, 
and  about  two  from  the  station  to  the  river.  The 
fishing  here  is  private,  but  permission  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  Mr.  Peacock  at  the  farm-house.  Enquire 
at  the  station  for  the  best  route.  About  half  a 
mile  up  the  river  the  fishing  is  free  from  the  tow¬ 
ing  path,  which  is  tolerably  good  walking  all  the 
way  to  Brandon,  except  in  places  where  the  river 
is  in  flood  after  heavy  rains  ;  then  the  angler 
must  walk  on  the  higher  bank  a  distance  away, 
and  anglers  in  town,  &c.,  wishing  to  obtain  the 
best  fishing  in  this  district  cannot  do  better  than 
place  themselves  under  the  guidauce  of  Mr.  C. 
Allen,  Burleigh-street,  Cambridge.  His  charge 
for  the  day  is  five  shillings,  which  includes  third- 
class  single  fare  from  C'anbridge,  and  he  will  pro¬ 
vide  bait  alive  or  dead.  There  is  no  extra  charge 
except  for  spare  rods  and  ground-bait,  as  he  finds 
his  own  refreshments.  He  is  a  good  practical 
angler ;  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  best 
places  for  fisbiog  between  Cambridge  and  Lynn, 
Brandon  and  Brandon  Creek,  Mildenhall  and 
Littleport,  &c.;  has  several  London  customers;  and 
will  meet  any  train  by  appointment,  but  two  or 
three  days’  notice  should  always  be  given. 

In  this  locality  there  are  pike,  perch,  roach, 
rudd,  silver  bream, and  dace .  Baits — paste,  gentles, 
and  worms.  The  water  will  average  some  four  or 
five  feet,  but  at  the  sluices  it  is  much  deeper,  aud 
a  rod  from  sixteen  to  twenty  feet  is  required, 


more  especially  for  bank  fishing,  ledgering  being 
difficult  on  account  of  the  weeds. 

Lakenheath. — The  roach  fishing  at  the  bridge 
near  Lakenheath  station  is  quite  equal  to  that  at 
Littleport,  and  this  is  saying  a  good  deal.  By  rail 
about  twelve  miles  from  Ely;  river  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  station.  Good  roach  and  dace 
are  taken  near  the  suspension  bridge,  and  the  best 
part  of  the  Little  Ouse  for  pike  is  from  Wilton 
Staunch  down  the  river  to  Lakenheath.  Usual 
size,  from  three  to  six  pounds.  Inn,  the  Swan, 
Mr.  King;  good  nccommodation. 

Mildenhall  (Suffolk). — The  river  Lark,  which 
rises  near  Cockfield,  runs  through  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  then  flows  past  Farnham,  St. 
Genevieve,  by  Hargrave  Hall,  past  Culford  and 
Mildenhall,  and  joins  the  main  stream  at 
Prickwillow,  near  Ely  ;  length,  about  thirty  miles  ; 
contains  about  twenty  deep  staunches.  The 
current  is  mainly  shallow,  rather  fast,  and  con¬ 
tains  plenty  of  coarse  fish.  It  is  reckoned  one 
of  the  best  dace  streams  in  England,  and  roach 
and  trout  have  been  taken  over  two  pounds  in 
weight.  Good  bank.  The  hotels  are  the  White 
Hart  and  the  Bell.  The  Lark  or  Mildenhall 
river  is  being  deepened  and  dredged  as  far  as 
Bury  St.  Edmunds  for  canal  traffic,  and  this 
will  improve  the  fishing,  as  it  will  be  more  uni¬ 
form  in  depth.  It  contains  pike,  chub,  roach, 
rudd,  carp,  grand  dace,  and  a  few  trout.  Baits — 
worms,  paste,  gentles,  and  boiled  wheat  ;  worms 
for  preference  in  a  discoloured  water. 

Barton  Mills. — Taking  it  altogether,  this  is 
about  the  best  portion  of  the  river.  There  are 
good  chub  ;  dace  have  been  taken  weighing  12oz., 
and  for  three  miles  past  Barton  Mills  the  fishing 
is  good.  At  Barton  Mills,  again,  one  can  walk 
along  the  bank,  and  reach  the  swims  very  well, 
and  some  fine  chub  and  really  splendid  dace  may 
often  be  seen  by  the  observant  angler.  Mind,  I 
do  not  say  dace  weighing  lib.,  but  very  near  it. 
Unfortunately,  the  trains  are  badly  timed  from 
Cambridge  to  Mildenhall,  and  on  this  account  it 
is  better  to  stay  at  the  latter  place.  Fly-fishing. — 
This  answers  very  well  in  this  portion  of  the 
river,  and  the  best  period  is  September  and 
October,  if  fine ;  and  in  mild,  open  weather  good 
bottom  fishing  can  be  had  all  through  the  winter. 

Japanese  Rods. — The  ordinary  Japanese  grass 
rod,  mostly  used  by  the  natives,  is  a  fearful  weapon 
to  carry  about,  being  some  15ft.  to  18ft.  in  length, 
in  one  piece  full  of  joints,  with  a  top  sufficiently 
strong  to  lift  a  ^lb.  roach  out  of  the  water  with 
ease,  reminding  one  of  Homer,  where  he  says 
somewhere,  “  Lift  it  quivering  to  the  skies.”  I 
think  he  was  wrong,  for  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  ancient' bard,  I  have  lifted  roach  from  the 
water  and  brought  them  steadily  to  hand  without 
the  ghost  of  a  quiver ;  and  this  is  often  the  best 
way  to  secure  them  when  seated  in  a  position 
where  one  cannot  use  the  net  without  rising,  and 
landing  the  fish  away  from  the  swim.  I  have 
grasped  roach  after  roach  without  observing  the 
slightest  movement;  it  is  just  possible  the 
novelty  of  the  situation  may  engender  this 
docility  ;  at  any  rate,  the  quivering  did  not  take 
place  until  a  much  later  period,  and  I  have  seen 
perch  give  up  the  ghost  with  a  quiver  that  (to 
judge  from  the  above  quotation),  in  all  prob¬ 
ability,  Homer  never  saw.  This  might  all  be 
prevented  by  giving  the  fish  a  sharp  tap  on  the 
head  with  some  hard  substance.  Although  these 
rods  are  termed  light,  it  would  require  a  man  with 
wrists  like  steel  to  hold  one  out  all  day  long  with 
one  hand. 

The  line  is  considerably  shorter  than  the  rod, 
and  no  matter  how  large  the  fish  may  be,  the 
yokels  never  use  a  landing-net ;  in  fact,  old  Charlie 
South,  alias  John  Bull,  pooh-poohs  the  use  of  such 
an  article  when  fishing  for  either  roach  or  bream  ; 
but  the  old  buffer  must  not  forget  that  there  are 
many  rivers  not  quite  so  convenient  for  landing 
fish  without  a  net  as  the  Cam.  Visitors  to  Little¬ 
port  who  do  not  wish  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of 
taking  a  boat  down  to  th e  free  water  and  back  can 
sometimes  secure  the  services  of  C.  South,  jun. 
(Joe),  a  youth  of  considerable  originality  and 
resource  (with  a  colour  like  a  Kaffic) — an  origin¬ 
ality  in  roach  fishing  m  particular  that  would 
make  a  Lea  roacher  stare  with  amazement ;  and 
I  shall  never  forget  the  cool  manner  in  which  he 
literally  “  yanked  ”  the  fish  out  with  his  fearful 
Japanese  pole.  Occasionally  very  large  rudd  are 
taken  ;  but  they  have  become  remarkably  scarce 
of  late  years,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 


Pomeranian  bream.  These  singularly-handsome 
fish  are  generally  taken  when  the  river  is  in  flood  ; 
and  old  South  has  taken  several  beautiful  speci¬ 
mens  up  to  l^lb.,  and  one  grand  specimen  over 
Jib.  The  largest  rudd  he  recollects  was  a  few 
ounces  over  31b.,  and  the  largest  perch,  3lb.  2oz. 

I  believe  the  rudd  was  taken  by  Dr.  Moxon,  of 
Cambridge.  No  angler  need  wish  to  use  better 
hook  or  ground  baits  than  those  provided  by 
young  South  (fresh  every  day) ;  and  he  did  con¬ 
siderable  execution  amongst  the  roach  by  con¬ 
stantly  changing  his  baits  ;  for  instance,  he  cap¬ 
tured  many  roach  by  tipping  a  very  small  piece  of 
green  or  yellow  paste  with  a  lively  gentle.  Why 
these  roach  should  have  preferred  the  green  and 
yellow  paste  tipped  with  a  gentle  to  either  red  or 
white,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say.  I  put  it  all 
down  to  fancy,  but  I  may  be  quite  wrong ;  in 
fact,  I  think  it  is  very  likely. 

General  Remarks — Although  old  Charlie  South 
has  had  to  retire  from  all  active  participation  in 
angling  affairs,  he  is  still  to  the  fore  with  real 
good  advice  to  all  lovers  of  the  gentle  craft.  Being 
an  artistic  and  ardent  angler,  few  men  are  better 
calculated  to  give  an  opinion  about  the  fishing  in 
this  locality.  He  is  an  angler  who  thinks  a  good 
deal,  looks  below  the  surface  of  things,  and  does 
not  give  advice  without  duly  weighing  his  words, 
and  I  am  very  pleased  that  he  has  found  a  worthy 
successor  in  his  son,  and  novices  more  especially 
will  not  regret  securing  the  services  of  Charlie, 
junior,  of  the  Kaffir-like  complexion,  alias  Joe. 

Roach. — The  Cam  is  purely  a  roach  river,  and 
the  roach  in  this  river  at  Littleport  are  very  hand¬ 
some  and  compact  fish.  Some  very  fine  fish  have 
been  taken  in  days  of  yore,  and  there  is  a  magni¬ 
ficent  specimen  in  a  case  at  the  railway  gate¬ 
house,  weighing  21b.  2foz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Allpress, 
of  Ely,  with  gentles  on  a  tight-line,  after  showing 
some  splendid  sport,  and  landed  by  Mr.  South 
without  a  net  at  the  famous  lily  bed  swim. 

Bream.— These  fish  sometimes  come  up  in 
immense  shoals  (see  previous  remarks),  and  of 
late  years  have  been  caught  in  the  summer 
months  with  both  white  paste  and  boiled  wheat  ; 
but  there  are  occasions  when  the  brandling  worm 
is  a  very  killing  bait. 

Last  October  the  roach  had  developed  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  spawn,  and  when  nicely 
browned  before  a  clear  fire,  the  fish  had  a  peculiar 
and  delicate  flavour,  and  the  spawn  was  excellent. 

This  to  the  Novice. — The  current  in  a  tidal 
river  is  so  varied  and  different  to  that  of  a  straight¬ 
running  non-tidal  one,  it  is  very  easy  for  a  novice 
or  stranger  to  be  deceived  with  respect  to  the 
proper  weight  required  to  keep  the  bait  well  down 
in  the  swirl  of  the  under-current ;  but  if  the  tackle 
recommended  in  a  former  letter  be  employed,  the 
angler  cannot  get  far  wrong.  I  have  repeatedly 
noticed  that  fish  leave  off  biting  in  a  tidal  river 
about  balf-an-hour,  or  a  little  less,  before  the 
downward  turn,  but  the  best  fish  are  often  taken 
the  last  hour  of  the  run  up  and  the  first  two  hours 
of  the  run  down  ;  anyhow,  keep  your  line  in  all 
the  time,  not  forgetting  the  ground  bait,  with  this 
difference — ledger  in  a  strong,  but  float-fish  in  a 
slack  tide. 

Inns. — The  inns  are  the  Railway  Hotel,  near 
the  station  ;  Black  Horse,  Victoria  Bridge  ;  and  in 
the  village  the  Commercial,  Globe,  and  Marquis 
of  Granby,  so  you  can  take  your  choice.  The 
landlord  of  the  latter  inn  owns  a  boat,  and  is 
always  willing  to  oblige  anglers  patronising  his 
house.  This  inn  is  very  handy  for  those  anglers 
who  prefer  to  fish  in  the  preserved  waters,  and  I 
can  strongly  recommend  it  to  anyone  contemplat¬ 
ing  a  visit  to  this  well-known  angling  resort. 
[concluded.] 


THE  SHETLANDS. 

SEA  AND  LOCH  TROUT  FISHING. 

Tiie  following  particulars  kindly  sent  us  by  a 
gentleman  resident  in  Shetland  will,  we  have  no 
doubt,  prove  of  interest  to  any  angler  who  may  bo 
contemplating  a  visit  to  Tjltima  if /mV  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  enjoying  the  angling  on  the  voes, 
burns,  and  lochs. 

“  There  is  good  loch  and  sea  trout  fishing  all 
over  the  Shetlands  ;  but  to  be  able  to  fish  some  of 
the  more  noted  waters  without  question  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  the  permission  of  the  proprietors. 
In  the  Vaadals  of  Unifirth  there  is  superior  sea 
trout  fishing,  and  though  it  may  be  as  well  to 
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have  the  permission  of  the  proprietor,  which  is 
readily  granted,  yet  by  many  it  is  held  that  no 
such  permission  is  necessary,  the  Yaadals  being 
salt  water.  Under  favourable  conditions  the  sport 
is  magnificent,  the  fish,  many  of  which  are  of 
large  size,  rising  boldly  to  the  fly,  and  fighting  to  the 
last  with  a  determination  which  puts  the  angler 
thoroughly  on  his  mettle.  In  Dunrossness  there 
is  a  far-famed  loch,  Spiggie  ;  but  so  far  as  I  un¬ 
derstand  there  are  certain  restrictions  regarding 
it.  Permission  must  be  obtained,  and  a  fee  of  so 
much  per  rod  a  day  has  to  be  paid.  The  trout 
average  a  very  good  weight,  and  some  remarkably 
heavy  ones  are  got  by  trolling.  In  Tingwall  there 
is  Tingwall  Loch,  a  really  capital  trout  loch 
which  gentlemen  ‘  living  about  ’  may  fish  without 
question  or  charge.  The  sport  runs  about  two 
and  a-half  dozen  trout,  averaging  the  41b.,  to  one 
rod  in  a  day.  The  Loch  of  Strand  is  in  the  same 
parish,  a  splendid  sea  trout  loch,  in  which  the 
fish  are  both  numerous  and  large,  crowding  in 
with  the  high  spring  tides,  and  especially  soon 
thereafter  taking  splendidly.  The  Lerwick 
Angling  Club  I  learn  have  the  fishing,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  necessary  to  apply  to  them  through 
their  secretary  for  permission  to  fish.  There  is 
is  also  Gerlsta  Loch,  to  which  access  can  only  be 
obtained  by  permission  of  the  Messrs.  Hay,  Ler¬ 
wick.  Where  its  outflow  burn  enters  the 
sea  there  is  often  in  the  season  very  nice  sea  trout 
fishing.  The  lochs  and  burns  of  Cumosting  are 
strictly  preserved  by  the  proprietor,  whose 
permission  to  fish  a  courteous  application  from 
any  gentleman  is  certain  to  procure.  In  Delting 
the  best  lochs  are  i  n  the  island  of  Muckle  Roe,  where 
are  both  sea  trout  and  loch  trout  of  superb  quality; 
they  are  free.  In  North  Maven  there  are  several 
good  lochs— Preeds  Water,  Eila  Water,  Bunsland 
Loch — all  free,  with  many  smaller  lochs  and 
streams.  In  Unst  there  are  several  good  trout 
lochs.  The  best  fishing  in  all  the  Shetlands  is  in 
the  Walls  district,  but  of  late  years  there  have 
been  many  restrictions,  and  I  think  a  good  large 
fee  is  exacted  for  the  right  to  fish  several  of  the 
most  productive  waters.  Some  of  the  streams, 
lochs,  and  voes,  which  are  considered  among  the 
principal  for  sea  trout  fishing,  are : — Streams— 
Arisdale  burn,  Brouster  water,  Dale  burn, 
Weisdale  burn,  Yaadal  burn,  and  Conningsburgh 
burn.  Lochs— Asta,  Brouster,  Cliff,  Culyerin, 
Flossy,  Strand,  Strom,  and  Yatster.  Yoes— Balta 
Sound,  Northvoe,  Uyeasound,  Burrafirth,  Graven, 
Gutcher,  Ulsta,  Bastavoe,  Burravoe,  Laxfirthvoe, 
Dalesvoe,  Unifirth,  Durievoe,  Lunasting,  Laxo, 
and  Hamnavoe,  a  tidal  loch  in  Yell.  Loch  and 
burn  trout  fishing  can  be  had  all  the  season  the 
open  time  lasts,  and  I  know  that  on  many  waters, 
which  in  this  hurried  note  I  find  I  have  omitted 
to  mention,  the  sport  obtained  is  often  of  the 
most  gratifying  nature.  The  best  season  for  sea 
trout  is  from  the  last  week  of  August  till  the  end 
of  October,  the  first  date  depending  entirely  on 
the  rainfall.  If  the  weather  be  wet  in  summer 
the  sea  trout  will  be  up  early  in  good  numbers. 
They  take  much  the  best  when  quite  fresh-run. 
The  most  noted  of  the  killing  flies  on  loch,  stream, 
and  voe,  in  our  islands,  are  Claret  and  Mallard, 
Mauve  Fly,  White  Tip,  Zulu,  Scarlet  and  Teal, 
Dun  Wing,  and  Alexandria.  Sizes  from  No.  5, 
the  largest,  up  to  No.  9,  the  smallest,  William 
Bartleet  and  Son’s  scale  of  Limerick  Bend ; 
double  hooks  preferred  for  the  voe  sea  trout 
fishing. 

“  In  his  ‘  Pirate  ’  the  scene  of  which  is  laid 
in  Shetland,  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  many  beau¬ 
tiful  and  true  descriptions  of  the  scenery,  and 
of  the  manners,  customs,  and  superstitions  of 
the  inhabitants  ‘  of  the  Ultima  Ihule  of  the 
ancients,  where,’  as  he  says,  ‘the  sun  hardly 
thought  it  worth  while  to  go  to  bed  since 
his  rising  was  at  this  season  (July)  so  early.’ 
Here  is  one  example  :  ‘  Often  the  land  scenes 
around  were  assigned  as  the  locality  of  wild 
poems,  which  half  recited,  half  chanted,  by 
voices  as  hoarse,  if  not  so  loud,  as  the  waves  over 
which  they  floated,  pointed  out  the  very  bay  on 
which  they  sailed  as  the  scene  of  a  bloody  sea- 
fight  ;  the  scarce-seen  heap  of  stones  that  bristled 
over  the  projecting  cape,  as  the  dun  or  castle  of 
some  potent  earl  or  noted  pirate  ;  the  distant  and 
solitary  grey  stone  on  the  lonely  moor  as  marking 
the  grave  of  a  hero ;  the  wild  cavern  up  which 
the  sea  rolled  in  heavy,  broad,  and  unbroken 
billows,  as  the  dwelling  of  some  noted  sorceress. 

“  ‘  The  ocean  also  had  its  mysteries,  the  effect  of 


which  was  aided  by  the  dim  twilight  through 
which  it  was  imperfectly  seen  for  more  than  half 
the  year.  Its  bottomless  depths  and  secret  caves, 
contained,  according  to  the  account  of  Sweyn  and 
others,  skilled  in  legendary  lore,  such  wonders  as 
modern  navigators  reject  with  disdain.  In  the 
quiet  moonlight  bay  where  the  waves  came 
rippling  to  the  shore,  upon  a  bed  of  smooth  sand, 
intermingled  with  shells,  the  mermaid  was  still 
seen  to  glide  along  the  waters  by  moonlight,  and 
mingling  her  voice  with  the  sighing  breeze,  was 
often  heard  to  sing  of  subterranean  wonders  or  to 
chant  prophecies  of  future  events.  The  kraken, 
the  hugest  of  living  things,  was  still  supposed  to 
cumber  the  recesses  of  the  northern  ocean,  and 
often,  when  some  fog  bank  covered  the  sea  at  a 
distance,  the  eye  of  the  experienced  boatman  saw 
the  horns  of  the  monstrous  leviathan  walking  and 
waving  amidst  the  wreathes  of  mists,  and  bore 
away  with  all  press  of  oar  and  sail,  lest  the  sudden 
suction,  occasioned  by  the  sinking  of  the  monstrous 
mass  to  the  bottom,  should  drag  within  the  grasp 
of  its  multifarious  feelers  bis  own  frail  skiff.  The 
sea-snake  was  also  known,  which,  arising  out  of 
the  depths  of  the  ocean,  stretches  to  the  skies  his 
enormous  neck,  covered  with  a  mane  like  that  of 
war-horse,  and  with  his  broad  glittering  eyes 
raised  mast-head  high,  looks  out,  as  it  seems, 
for  plunder  or  for  victims.’ 

“  Many  prodigious  stories  of  those  marine 
monsters,  and  of  many  others  less  known,  were 
then  universally  received  among  Zetlanders, 
whose  descendants  have  not  as  yet  by  any 
means  abandoned  faith  in  them.”  J.  D.  R. 


FISH  STORIES. 


Fishing  Extraordinary. 

A  Correspondent  says  :— 1 “  The  following  has 
been  given  me  by  a  gentleman  of  sterling  veracity. 
I  give  it  almost  in  the  gentleman’s  own  words.  A 
gentleman  fishing  the  Helmsdale  one  day  during 
the  recent  heavy  gales  had  to  cross  one  of  the  swing 
bridges  on  that  river,  and  while  doing  so  his  hat 

a  soft  felt  one — blew  off,  into  the  river,  and  it 
was  only  a  miracle  the  owner  did  not  follow  it.  He 
got  safely  across,  however,  and  saw  his  hat  float¬ 
ing  down  the  stream.  As  luck  would  have  it 
several  of  his  best  flies  were  in  the  hat,  and  he 
gazed  after  it  in  hopes  of  its  floating  to  the  side, 
but  what  was  his  amazement  to  see  it  instantly 
disappear  beneath  the  water.  What  could  have 
done  it  ?  It  was  no  use  looking  after  it  now,  so 
the  gentleman  returned  to  his  quarters,  a  hatless 
if  not  a  wiser  man.  But  the  mystery  of  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  the  hat  was  only  ex¬ 
plained  a  few  days  after,  when  it  was  found 
stranded  considerably  further  down  the  river, 
with  a  fine  salmon  of  101b.  attached  to  one  of  the 
flies.” 

The  Poacher’s  Dilemma. 

A  retired  army  doctor,  and  an  ardent  disciple 
of  old  Izaak,  rented  a  select  bit  of  fishing  on  the 
Dee  many  years  ago,  to  which  he  daily,  in  the 
season,  made  tracks  at  a  certain  hour  every  morn¬ 
ing.  Coming  to  the  water  on  one  occasion  earlier 
than  usual,  he  found  a  stranger  in  possession  for 
whom  he  had  entertained  grave  suspicions  for 
some  time.  Getting  into  a  sudden  passion  he  made 
a  dash  at  the  despoiler  of  his  preserves,  but  the 
fellow  avoided  the  dart,  and  the  doctor  went  head 
first  into  the  deepest  part  of  the  pool.  Regaining 
his  feet,  and  thinking  more  of  the  consequences 
to  his  health  than  the  further  pursuit  of  his 
original  purpose,  he  disappeared  up  the  bank  with 
the  utmost  despatch  without  once  deigning  to 
look  even  in  the  direction  of  the  now  fast°  vanish¬ 
ing  cause  of  his  mishap,  and  hurried  to  change 
his  dripping  clothes  for  a  more  comfortable  suit. 
Returning  to  the  water  side  some  hours  afterwards, 
he  was  astonished  to  see,  before  he  had  scarcely 
got  half  a  dozen  casts,  the  abject  figure  of  a  man 
creeping  towards  him  in  the  most  obsequious  and 
apologetic  manner  conceivable.  It  was  the  poacher, 
who  in  making  a  foul  cast,  on  the  lower  reach  of 
the  river,  to  which  he  had  shifted  his  quarters, 
had  hooked  himself  right  through  and  through 
the  upper  lip,  and  who  now  solicited,  perforce, 
the  services  of  the  only  skill  to  be  found  for  many 
miles  round  in  his  desperate  dilemma,  and  from 
sheer  pain.  “  Now  I  have  you  in  my  power,” 
said  the  doctor  taking  hold  of  the  hook  by  the 
broken  or  cut  tippet,  and  taking  in  the  situation 
at  a  glance.  “  Down  on  your  knees,  and  apologise 


for  trespassing  on  my  water,  and  swear  you  will 
never  poach  again,  or  I’ll  drag  you  to  the  police 
station  and  lock  you  up.”  The  apology  was  made, 
the  oath  taken,  and  the  doctor,  who  was  after  all 
a  most  humane  man,  tenderly  performed  his  share 
of  the  bargain.  The  next  morning  the  village 
blacksmith  near  by  had  a  secondhand  salmon 
rod  to  dispose  of,  and  the  poacher  was  never  seen 
at  the  water  again. 

PECULIARITIES  OF  THE  CANADIAN 
BLACK  BASS. 

By  Bush  Whacker. 


Of  all  fresh- water  fish,  with  the  exception  of 
the  salmon,  the  black  bass  holds  the  highest  place, 
no  less  for  its  game  qualities  than  for  its  richness 
of  flavour  and  delicacy  of  flesh,  although  there  can 
never  exist  a  comparison  between  fish  of  the 
sweet  and  salt  water,  the  latter  in  all  cases  being 
so  far  superior  for  edible  purposes.  Black  bass 
vary  in  weight  from  lib.  to  41b.;  they  are  occa¬ 
sionally  caught  in  this  part  of  Canada  up  to  51b., 
but  they  are  exceptional  (I  am  writing  this  from 
the  district  of  Algama).  Its  length  is  three  times 
its  depth.  The  genuine  fish  may  always  be  known 
by  the  red  spot  on  the  eye.  There  are  so  many 
varieties  of  fresh -water  bass,  this  peculiar  mark¬ 
ing  serves  as  an  infallible  guide  to  distinguish  the 
black  bass  from  what  are  known  as  the  Oswego 
bass,  the  black  bass  of  the  south,  the  spotted  bass, 
and  the  rock  bass  of  the  lakes,  none  of  which  is 
co  be  compared  in  game  qualities  or  in  flavour 
with  the  true  black  bass,  whose  colour  in  the 
young  fish  is  a  light  green.  It  changes  its  hue 
until  it  reaches  full  growth,  when  the  head,  back 
and  shoulders  assums  an  almost  pure  black,  the 
sides  shading  off  into  a  rich  yellow  bronze. 

To  take  black  bass  one  must  be  expert  and  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  moreover,  the  best  of  tackle  should  be 
used,  for  no  fish  will  run  more  line  off  the  reel. 
When  struck  they  dash  off  with  extraordinary 
vigour,  and  display  considerable  invention  and 
resource  in  their  efforts  to  cast  out  the  fly  or  the 
spinner.  The  black  bass  is  found  more  or  less  all 
through  Ontario,  but  more  particularly  in  the 
district  of  Algama,  there  being  so  many  inland 
lakes  through  this  district,  and  hundreds  of  them 
have  never  yet  been  fished  in  by  white  man.  It 
is  on  these  that  the  best  sport  may  be  found,  as 
they  are  but  little  fished,  for  they  are  wide  of  the 
usual  haunt  of  the  tourist.  These  choice  fishing 
grounds  are  known  to  but  few,  to  whom  they  are 
dear  in  the  reminiscences  of  many  delightful  days 
passed  upon  the  placid  waters.  The  tavern  or 
hotel  is  unknown  there,  and  shelter  must  be  found 
either  under  some  improvised  shed  or  in  a  rude 
cabin,  where  accommodation  and  food  are  of  the 
most  primitive  character.  Now  and  again  the 
fisherman  in  his  explorations  stumbles  upon  one 
of  these  simple  structures  close  by  the  edge  of 
some  small  lake  buried  deep  in  the  Canadian 
woods.  The  occupants  and  owners  of  these  log 
huts  are  often  persons  who  have  been  reared  amid 
very  different  surroundings.  The  proprietor  is  not 
unfrequently  the  younger  son  of  some  gentle 
English  family,  a  graduate  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
who,  tempted  by  the  roseate  account  of  the  charm 
of  the  life  in  this  English  colony,  purchases  a 
large  tract  of  these  wild  lands  and  settles  upon 
them,  and  makes  himself  quite  contented. 


Serious  Fracas  with  Poachers  on  the  Don. — 
Six  months’  imprisonment.— In  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  last  week  William  Millar  pleaded 
guilty  to  having  assaulted  James  Shand,  river- 
watcher,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  It  was 
stated  by  the  public  prosecutor  that  this  man 
with  others  was  surprised  by  the  river-watchers 
near  Inverdon  Cottage,  and  that  he  took  up  a 
brick  and  struck  Shand  on  the  forehead,  and  that 
his  story  which  he  now  put  forth  in  mitigation 
of  his  offence  about  being  knocked  down,  and  his 
bauds  being  attempted  to  be  tied  by  the  watchers, 
did  not  accord  with  his  information.  The  Sheriff 
in  passing  sentence  on  the  prisoner  commented 
strongly  on  the  fact  that  poaching  offences  had 
been  too  common,  and  that  it  was  a  serious  matter 
when  it  was  accompanied  by  violence,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  sent  him  six  months  to  prison,  with¬ 
out  the  option  of  a  fine.  He  had  been  previously 
convicted  of  assault  on  the  police. 


at  low  prices  to  clear.  ~ 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


O  - - - OWLA  OOUlUg 

Best  quality  only. — East  Londok  Rubber 


March  21.  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


185 


m 


Some  of  the  members  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake 
Angling  Society  complain  that  a  publican  refused 
to  serve  them,  and  told  them  to  go  to  “  one  of 
the  smaller  houses  up  the  street.”  The  society 
should  consult  a  solicitor  as  to  taking  proceedings 
against  that  publican,  and  in  any  case  a  complaint 
should  be  made  to  the  police  of  the  district,  who 
would  mention  the  matter  on  the  next  licensing 
day,  when,  doubtless,  the  proud  and  haughty 
retailer  of  intoxicating  fluids  would  be  duly 
cautioned. 


Mr.  Black  wrote  not  long  since  to  comment  on 
the  improper  use  of  the  “  whatefers  ”  which 
anglers  are  apt  to  sprinkle  over  the  remarks  made 
by  Highland  gillies  as  if  they  were  pepper.  I 
wonder  wbat  he  would  say  to  the  following  sample 
—or  alleged  sample — of  gillie  English,  which  was 
given  in  a  London  paper  : — First  gillie  :  “  I  never 
tasted  such  good  whiskey  any  more  ” ;  second 
gillie  :  “  So  did  I  either  ”  ;  third  gillie  :  “  Neither 
did  I  too.” 


When  in  1889  the  London  County  Council 
passed  a  resolution  in  which  they  expressed  a 
desire  for  further  information  on  the  sewage 
question,  more  especially  with  a  view  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  disease  and  river  pollution,  it  was 
evident  that  many  members  of  the  council  were 
anxious  to  deal  with  this  troublesome  question  in 
a  proper  manner.  But,  alas  !  the  engineers  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  have  thrown 
cold  water  on  the  many  proposals  to  purify  the 
Lower  Thames.  After  reading  their  report  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  their  advice  is  followed, 
matters  will  be  left  very  much  as  they  are  as 
regards  the  pollution  of  the  river;  but  an  im¬ 
mense  sum  is  proposed  to  be  spent  in  adding  to 
the  increasing  drains,  and  it  is  possible  that  be¬ 
fore  long  something  will  be  done  to  check  the 
serious  abstraction  of  water  from  the  Upper 
Thames  by  the  London  water  companies.  That 
would  doubtless  improve  Thames  fishing.  At 
present,  owing  to  the  sluggish  water,  weeds  grow 
so  luxuriantly  in  summer,  that  angling  is  not 
nearly  so  good  as  it  would  be  were  there  more 
water. 


One  of  the  most  iniquitous  of  modern  inven¬ 
tions  is  that  known  as  barbed  wire  fencing.  Woe 
betide  the  macintosh  of  the  unfortunate  angler 
which  only  for  an  instant  lightly  brushes  against 
it.  It  tears  clothes,  injures  cattle,  and  may  easily 
become  in  some  cases  dangerous  to  human  life. 
High  legal  authorities  are  of  opinion  that  its  use 
along  highways  (the  term  includes  footpaths)  is 
illegal,  and  that  persons  so  using  it  may  be  in¬ 
dicted  for  nuisance.  There  are  two  or  three 
county  court  cases  on  record  in  which  persons 
whose  clothes  have  been  injured  by  this  wire 
placed  along  a  footpath  have  recovered  damages, 
and  there  was  a  case  reported  in  the  Field  not 
long  since,  in  which  the  owner  of  a  horse  which 
was  injured  by  barbed  wire  put  in  a  neighbour’s 
fence  recovered  damages.  In  that  case  the  wire 
was  not  put  along  a  footpath,  but  was  in  the 
dividing  fence  between  two  properties.  By  seven 
and  eight,  George  IV.,  cap.  18,  it  is  a  criminal 
offence  to  place  on  the  land  “an  engine  calcu¬ 
lated  to  destroy  human  life  and  inflict  grievous 
bodily  harm,”  set  with  intent  that  the  same 
may  destroy  or  inflict  grievous  bodily  harm  upon 
a  trespasser  or  other  person  coming  in  contact 
with  it.”  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  a 
judge  would  hold  that  Act  to  apply  to  barbed 
wire  fencing.  It  was  levelled  principally  against 
dog-spears,  man-traps,  spring-guns,  and  the  like, 
and  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  distinguish  between 
dog-spears  and  this  barbed  wire.  One  is  only  a 
little  less  dangerous  than  the  other,  and  both  are 
certaiuly  calculated  to  inflict  grievous  bodily  harm. 
The  matter  has,  I  believe,  the  attention  of 
the  National  Footpath  Preservation  Society, 
which  decided  at  the  annual  meeting  to  take 
steps  to  make  known  to  the  public  the  law  on  the 
subject. 


I  came  the  other  day  upon  a  pike  story.  A 
Corsican  nobleman,  suffering  from  a  national  com¬ 
plaint  known  as  the  vendetta,  comes  to  England 
and  kills  an  unfortunate  gentleman  as  he  lies  in 
bed  by  the  side  of  his  wife.  Years  afterwards  he 
finds  that  he  killed  the  wrong  man,  so  puts  his 
stiletto  in  his  pocket  aud  goes  to  the  abode  of  the 
right  man  to  make  amends.  But  the  right  man 
dies  a  few  hours  before  he  can  execute  his  amiable 
purpose,  and  much  disappointed  he  leaves  the 
house.  A  ruffian  of  a  Devonshire  farmer,  in 
whom  I  see  some  likeness  to  “girt  Jan  Rid,’’  goes 
after  him  with  a  dog.  The  Corsican  shoots  the 
farmer,  but  not  mortally,  whereupon  the  dog 
grapples  with  him,  and  overcome  by  the  savage 
beast,  the  poor  fellow  tumbles  into  a  sheet  of  water 
known  as  the  Witches’  Grave.  After  a  while  the 
dog  comes  up,  but  the  Corsican  remains  below. 
How  far  is  not  mentioned — eternity  is  deep — at 
its  lowest  the  Witches’  Grave  was  forty  feet  in 
depth.  The  water  was  diligently  dragged,  but 
nothing  except  weeds  were  caught.  Four  years 
later,  one  A\illiam  Hiatt  caught  a  monstrous  pike 
in  the  lake  and  sent  him  to  be  stuffed  at 
Gloucester.  Like  the  famous  fish  of  Samos,  this 
pike  had  swallowed  a  ring.  It  was  the  Corsican’s 
signet  ring,  the  cross  of  the  family  engraved  on  a 
bloodstone,  and  as  it  could  not  have  been  taken 
off  the  unfortunate  nobleman’s  hand  by  a  fish,  it 
is  to  be  presumed  (the  presumption  being  mine 
and  not  Mr.  Blackmore’s)  that  the  fish  ate  the 
rest,  but  could  not  digest  the  ring.  The  novelist 
might  have  gone  on  to  say  that  a  vendetta  raged 
with  such  fury  in  that  pond  for  some  time  after¬ 
wards  that  the  pike  nearly  exterminated  one 
another,  the  possessor  of  the  ring  being  the  last 
survivor.  If  you  would  read  the  incident  first-hand 
turn  to  the  pages  of  “  Clara  Vaughan.” 

Templar. 


HOW  TO  COOK  ROACH. 

By  J.  T. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  January,  1891,  that  I 
came  upon  a  gipsy  roach  fishing  in  a  Cambridge¬ 
shire  fen.  Of  course  he  was  poaching,  but  con¬ 
sidering  the  badness  of  trade  and  that  the  man 
had  a  family  I  overlooked  this  littlo  weakness, 
and  I  was  rather  glad  I  did,  for  he  told  me 
amongst  other  things  that  night  lines  baited  with 
pieces  of  lamprey  were  deadly  for  eels  say  up  to 
June. 

The  man  having  packed  up  his  tackle,  produced 
a  bag  from  a  capacious  inside  pocket  and  threw 
in  the  fish,  saying  as  he  did  so,  “  A  good  weight 
for  a  marnin’s  fishing,  marstcr  ;  I  looks  upon  it  as 
very  kind  o’  yer,  an  I  should  like  to  take  some 
on  ’em  to  your  ’ouse,  if  yer’ll  have  ’em  ;  they  are 
never  better  than  they  are  now  if  yer  ’nos  how 
to  cook  ’em,  and  yer  does  in  coorse,  sir.”  “  Why, 
yes,  I  suppose  so.  First  you  scrape  the  scales  off  ” 
— gipsy  strokes  his  head — “  then  you  cut  them 
open,  take  out  the  entrails  and  wash  them  in 
plenty  of  water,”  and  so  I  proceeded  to  describe 
the  accepted  method  of  preparing  the  fish  for 
table.  Gipsy  only  grins  and  shakes  his  head. 
“  Well,  that  is  the  right  way  to  do  them,  is  it 
not  ?  ”  I  ask.  “  The  way  to  spile  ’em,  axing 
your  pardin.  How  do  I  do  ’em,  sir  ?  Like  this — 
first,  yer  wants  a  fire  without  flare  ;  yer  puts  a 
gridiron  over  that  fire — not  too  close — then  yer 
puts  on  your  roaches,  as  many  as  ull  go  on  to  do 
slowish-like,  a  turnin’  oo’  ’em  till  they’re  a  most 
dun  ;  yer  then  takes  and  gives  all  on  ’em  a  twist 
o’  the  ’ed,  which  breaks  the  backbone ;  then  yer 
pulls  gently,  and  out  comes  the  innards,  clean  as  a 
egg ;  in  the  ’ole  yer  puts  a  bit  of  butter  and  a 
pinch  of  salt,  an’  finishes  the  roastin’  in  a  few 
minutes  ;  next  yer  puts  your  knife  down  the  back, 
and  the  scales  all  cum  orf  with  the  skin.  Yer 
eats  them  ere  roaches  ’ot  and  ’ot,  an  yer  won’t 
leave  off  till  yer  weskit’s  tite,  sir.  If  yer  starts 
on  a  scrapin’,  cuttin’,  and  maulin’  of  them  fish, 
why,  yer  jus’  a  spilin’  ov  ’em.  What  ile  and 
what  blood  they  as  is  gone,  an  so  is  the  flaver 
and  all.”  Lighting  his  pipe  at  an  ember  from  the 
fire,  he  patted  my  old  dog,  threw  the  bag  over  his 
shoulders,  made  a  pluck  at  his  hat  with  “  I 
thankee  very  kindly,  sir,”  and  was  gone. 

De  gustibus  non  est  disputandum. 


Reading  through  an  early  work  by  the  author 
of  what  l  am  tempted  to  call  the  most  delightful 
romance  in  the  English  language,  “  LornaDoone,” 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS  — Club  and  River  Reporters 
will  oblige  by  sending  in  their  Reports  next 
weekso  as  to  arrive  not  later  than  Nine  a.m.  on 
THURSDAY. 


THE  SCARCITY  OF  NATURAL  FLY, 

A  well-known  London  dry-fly  angler  writes  to 
us  as  follows: — 

“  By-the-bye,  there  is  one  subject  I  should  like 
to  see  you  take  up,  which  I  think  would  be  inte¬ 
resting  to  most  fishermen : 

“  (1)  Is  there  any  foundation  for  the  universal 
complaints  of  the  scarcity  of  natural  ‘fly’ 
on  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  southern  trout 
streams  ? 

“  (2)  Assuming  these  complaints  to  be  well 
founded,  what  are  the  causes  to  which  this 
decrease  should  be  attributed  ? 

“  (3)  And  are  there  any  means  of  increasing  the 
amount  of  natural  fly  ?  ” 

Our  correspondent  has  certainly  hit  on  a  sub¬ 
ject  which  every  season  forces  itself  more  and 
more  to  the  front.  We  feel  convinced,  from  our 
own  experince  of  the  Wandle,  Darenth,  Kentish 
Stour,  Lea,  that  so  far  as  these  streams  are  con¬ 
cerned,  the  fly  does  not  come  on  so  strong,  or  in 
such  variety  as  formerly,  and  the  same  is  true, 
to  some  extent,  of  the  Itchen,  Test,  and  Kennet. 
As  regards  the  Waodle,  we  feel  convinced  that 
effluent  from  the  sewage  farm  is  the  chief  sinner. 
It  is  not  injurious  [to  the  fish — in  fact,  quite  the 
reverse;  but  it  causes  flannel  weed  and  other 
weeds  to  grow  so  fast  and  profusely  that  it  is  now 
impossible  to  keep  the  once  gravelly  bed  of  the 
Wandle  clear  of  these  vegetable  growths.  The 
effluent  is  in  fact  a  rich  liquid  manure.  It  makes 
the  weeds,  and  especially  the  confervce,  crop 
heavily.  They  harbour  all  kinds  of  crustaceans, 
especially  shrimp  ( Gammarus  Jluviatilis) ,  and 
although  this  abundant  insect  life  is  good  for  the 
trout,  it  is  bad  for  the  more  delicate  forms  of  the 
water  flies,  on  the  existence  of  which  the  sport 
of  the  dry-fly  angler  is  absolutely  dependent.  A 
large  Dark  Olive  was  fairly  plentiful  one  evening 
out  of  six  on  the  Wandle  last  season,  especially 
on  cold  wet  days  with  a  north-east  wind  ! 

As  regards  remedy,  we  believe  many,  if  not  all, 
of  the  water  flies  can  be  transplanted  ;  but 
whether  it  would  pay  to  do  so  we  cannot  say,  and 
should  much  like  to  hear  Mr.  Halford  on  this 
point.  We  also  believe  the  artificial  propagation 
of  these  flies,  or  some  of  them,  is  not  impossible. 
Not  so  long  ago  a  Swiss  gentleman  called  on  us 
to  get  our  assistance  in  selling  a  patent  for  pro¬ 
ducing  any  quantity  of  water  flies  for  feeding 
fry  and  yearlings,  but  he  wanted  some  thousands 
of  pounds  for  his  patent,  which  he  told  us  he  had 
sold  to  the  French  Government,  and  we  heard 
nothing  more  of  the  matter.  Doubtless  the  time 
will  come  when  we  shall  see  eyed  ova  of  Olive 
Quills  for  sale. 

But  the  question  raised  by  our  correspondent 
is  a  most  interesting  one,  and  we  hope  it  will 
attract  attention. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Having  seen  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  the 
7th  inst.  from  “  J.  J.  Rowan  ”  characterising  Mr. 
Gedney’s  article  of  Feb.  14  as  an  “  interesting 
work  of  fiction,”  and  as  I  am  the  person  who  gave 
Mr.  Gedney  much  of  his  information  concerning 
the  angling  on  the  river  Main  and  its  tributaries, 
I  think  it  only  justice  to  that  gentleman  to  give 
a  few  words  of  explanation. 

To  anglers  in  Ireland  who  know  the  river  Main 
and  the  amount  of  sport  it  is  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing,  “  J.  J.  Rowan’s  ”  letter  is  taken  for  what  it  is 
worth,  but  to  those  who  know  nothing  of  the 
resources  nor  requirements  of  this  unfortunate 
and  too  often  misrepresented  country  it  is  quite 
different. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  too  many  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  who  cannot  bear  to  hear  the 
truth  told  to  the  English  people,  and  whose  sole 
desire  is  to  misrepresent  everything  that  would 
benefit  the  many  should  it  in  any  way  tend  to 
interfere  with  their  own  would-be  despotic  desires. 
But  the  days  are  gone,  I  hope  never  to  return, 
when  a  few  self-constituted  despots  could  take 
into  their  possession  and  hold  in  their  avaricious 
grasps  without  fear  of  molestation  the  best  angling 
portions  of  the  rivers  of  Ulster. 

When  speaking  of  Ballymena  I  stated  that  it 
was  once  the  central  market  of  the  hand  loom 
linen,  the  staple  trade  of  County  Antrim  ;  but  of 
late  years  it  had  almost  gone,  and,  as  there  was 
only  one  spinning  mill  in  the  town,  that  it  had  to 
depend — like  many  others— in  a  great  measure  on 
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the  agricultural  support  of  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
tricts.  Was  it  not  natural  for  anyone  hearing 
this,  and  knowing  the  decline  in  value  of  farm 
produce  for  the  last  ten  years,  to  conclude  that 
Ballymena  was  declining  ? 

I  find  I  cannot  make  myself  thoroughly  under¬ 
stood  without  writing  an  article  on  the  river  Main, 
but  I  will  now  confine  myself  to  pointing  out  the 
parts  preserved. 

The  part  preserved  by  “  J.  J.  Rowan  ”  is  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  about  a  mile  below 
Cullybackey,  and  extends  about  half  a  mile,  it 
may  be  more  or  less,  and  is  by  no  means  the  best 
part  of  it  for  angling,  and  as  it  was  so  very  little 
compared  with  the  extent  of  free  water  on  this 
beautiful  stream,  I  forgot  to  mention  it  to  Mr. 
Gedney.  Mr.  Young,  of  Fanaghy,  preserves  the 
east  bank,  and  this  extends  a  little  further  than 
“  J.  J.  Rowan’s.”  The  lands  of  Golgorm  Castle 
are  preserved,  and  extend  over  half  a  mile  along 
the  east  bank.  I  know  of  no  other  preserves  on 
the  whole  course  of  the  river,  which  has  a  run  of 
over  thirty  miles  from  its  source  above  the  village 
of  Clough  Mills  till  it  enters  the  lands  of  Shane’s 
Castle,  below  the  bridge  at  Ranaldstown. 

I  now  ask  “  J.  J.  Rowan,”  Has  he  not  seen  trout 
of  over  21b.  taken  with  the  fly  on  this  river  in  the 
spring  ?  Is  it  to  look  at  the  water  that  scores  of 
anglers  come  every  spring,  from  England,  Bel¬ 
fast,  Ballymena,  and  adjacent  districts  with  their 
rod  and  tackle  ?  Has  he  never  heard  of  Lough 
Neagh  trout,  of  from  101b.  to  over  201b.,  having 
been  taken  with  rod  and  line  in  September  and 
October  on  the  lower  reaches  of  this  river  ?  Is 
John  Blair’s  house,  the  Bridge,  Kilrea,  where  “  J.  J. 
Rowan  ”  finds  quarters  when  angling  on  that 
part  of  the  Bann,  a  mythical  dwelling  existing 
only  in  the  imagination  of  Mr.  Gedney  ?  Finally 
I  ask  him  to  point  out  a  few  more  of  Mr.  Gedney’s 
mis-statements,  so  that  the  world  may  be  better 
informed  of  the  error  of  his  ways. 

Daniel  O’Fee. 

Rasharkin,  Co.  Antrim,  March  18. 

P.S. — I  may  here  briefly  state,  for  the  informa¬ 


tion  of  anglers,  that  March  and  April  are  the  best 
months  for  trout  fishing  on  this  river  and  its 
tributaries.  In  wet  seasons  some  sport  may  be 
had  in  the  early  part  of  May.  June,  July,  and 
August  are  almost  useless  in  a  dry  season.  Sal¬ 
mon  begin  to  come  in  early  in  July,  should 
there  be  enough  water  to  bring  them  over  the 
many  obstructions  that  intervene  between  Coler¬ 
aine  and  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  there  is  little 
chance  of  sport  before  the  middle  of  September, 
when  all  the  flax- water  is  cleared  out. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hushes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks:— 

3,726.— E.  C.  Featherstone  and  G.  Hart,  of  Lindfield,  Hay¬ 
ward’s  Heath,  for  “Improvements  in  reels  and  winch 
fittings  for  fishing  rods.” 

3,891.— W.  T.  Hancock,  of  High  Holborn,  London,  for 
“Improvements  in  pocket  knives  for  anglers’  use.” 
3,923.— H.  Black,  of  Glasgow,  for  “Improvements  in,  and 
relating  to  the  manufacture  of  floats  or  bladders  for  sup¬ 
porting  fishing  nets  and  the  like.” 

4,098. — F.  W.  Hopkins,  of  1,  Pittville-parade,  Cheltenham, 
for  “  A  ready  splice,  or  joint  fastener  for  fishing  rods 
without  the  usual  round  brass  sockets,  screw,  hitch 
fastener,  spring,  or  usual  tying  and  no  bayonet 
fastener.” 


CARLISLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION.— THIRTY- 
EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  Carlisle  Angling  Association  have  just  issued  their 
thirty-eighth  report.  The  past  year  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  members  as  one  of  the  worst  ever  known  since 
the  association  lost  the  use  of  the  water  above  Wetheral, 
which  they  enjoyed  for  so  many  years.  It  has  not  been 
of  much  consequence  whether  the  spring  fishing  was  good 
or  bad.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  some  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  come  to  with  the  present  owner  of  that 
water,  so  that  the  members  will  once  more  be  able  to  ply 
the  fly  upon  that  prolific  part  of  the  Eden. 

In  the  stretch  of  water  above  and  below  Carlisle,  the 
autumn  Ashing  for  salmon  and  whitings  is  always  looked 
forward  to  with  keen  anticipation.  During  the  past 
season  it  has  been  terribly  disappointing.  No  good  bas¬ 
kets  of  whiting  were  made,  or  at  any  rate  not  so  good  as 
usual,  and  the  salmon  fishing  was  very  poor.  Owing  to  a 
heavy  flood,  the  first  good  run  of  fish  went  clean  by  the 
association  water  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river. 


Yet  another  disappointment !  There  was  no  further  mi¬ 
gration  from  the  Solway  until  after  the  season  was  over. 

Others  profited  by  the  misfortune  of  the  association. 
The  autumn  fishing  for  salmon  above  Armathwaite  was 
better  than  was  ever  known  before.  The  trout  fishing 
on  the  higher  reaches  has  been  fairly  good,  but  indifferent 
in  the  lower. 

Although  the  committee  have  made  strenuous  efforts  to 
obtain  more  water  above  Wetheral,  they  have  been  un¬ 
successful  in  their  efforts.  During  the  past  season  there 
have  been  two  captures  of  shackle  netters  by  the  Fishery 
Board  bailiffs,  resulting  in  the  conviction  of  four  poachers 
and  the  destruction  of  three  nets.  This  is  good  news,  and 
should  carry  a  lesson  into  the  ranks  of  the  poaching  fra¬ 
ternity. 

The  thanks  of  the  members  are  due  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  granted  the  use  of  their  waters  to  the  associa¬ 
tion  ;  especially  should  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Maclnnes, 
Hills,  and  Thomas  Robinson. 

The  financial  position  of  the  association  is  satisfactory. 
They  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  £170  8s.  7d.,  as  against 
£161  Is.  4d.  last  season.  Seven  members  purchased  tickets 
at  three  guineas  each,  sixty-one  at  £1  each,  fifteen  at 
10s.  6d.  each.  Twenty-five  weekly  tickets  were  sold  at 
various  sums  amounting  to  £14  10s.,  and  ninety-two 
weekly  tickets  at  five  shillings  each  were  sold. 

The  association  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  an 
energetic  secretary  and  a  hard  working  committee.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  their  efforts  to  get  additional  water  will  be 
crowned  with  success  during  the  ensuing  season. 


Review  op  Last  Season’s  Angling  at  Overscaig.— 
Rod  fishing  has  not  yet  commenced  on  the  Overscaig 
Hotel  waters,  but  it  may  be  of  some  interest  to  give  a 
summary  of  the  sport  obtained  during  last  season.  Loch 
Shin  yielded  a  total  of  nine  salmon,  aggregating  561b.  in 
weight ;  seven  Salmo  ferox,  4141b. ;  2,913  trout,  1,3311b.  lOoz. 
Loch  Merkland  gave  five  Salmo  ferox,  391b. ;  and  1,094 
trout,  43111b.  On  Loch  Griam,  688  trout  were  got,  weighing 
in  all  2471b.  Loch  More  Gormloch  and  other  minor 
waters  yielded  between  them  one  salmon  of  91b  ;  820  trout, 
2531b. ;  and  128  sea  trout,  146:11b.  The  most  prolific  months 
were  June  and  July.  The  basket  for  each  month  was  as 
follows May  (from  the  8th  onward),  three  ferox,  221b. ; 
and  742  trout,  302.11b.  June,  six  ferox,  4741b. ;  and  2,334 
trout,  9021b.  14oz.  July,  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  1,201  trout, 
50441b. ;  and  21  sea  trout,  1911b.  August,  779  trout,  3501b. 
Hoz.;  and  99  sea  trout,  llljlb.  September,  nine  salmon, 
561b.  ;  three /c?-o.r,  111b. ;  459  trout.  2021b.  12oz. ;  and  eight 
sea  trout,  1231b.  The  respective  total  for  the  whole 
season  were  10  salmon,  651b. ;  12  Salmo  ferox,  8041b. ; 
5,515  trout,  2,2321b. ;  and  128  sea  trout,  14611b.  Total  fish 
of  all  kinds  5,635,  weighing  in  all  2,55511b. ;  or  1  ton 
2cwt.  3qrs.  and  7Jlb.  The  hoaviest  individual  basket  was 
one  of  seven  dozen  trout,  aggregating  251b.,  and  landed  on 
the  Gormloch,  on  26th  June.  Another  basket  of  seven 
dozen  trout,  weighing  in  all  301b.,  was  made  on  the  same  loch, 
August  14.  Taking  the  season  all  over  the  average  basket 
per  day  for  each  rod  was  14  fish,  6Jlb.;  but  this  includes  a 
great  number  of  days  which  were  so  stormy,  or  otherwise 
so  unfavourable,  that  very  little  was  done.— W.  T.  B. 


CORDING’S 


Ventilated  Fishing1  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,  &c. 

w  t  rm  v  rrm1 

125,  EEfrENT  ST;  231.  STMD, 


S.  ALLCOCK  <&  Co.,  Standard  Works, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns, 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  21,  1691. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  J.  J.:  There  is  no  trout  fishing  at  Christ¬ 
church,  Hants. 

G.  M.  M. :  So  many  whales  have  been  washed 
ashoro  lately,  that  notes  about  them  are  a  drug  in 
the  market. 

G.  Ramsay  :  There  are  no  punts  to  let  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  but  boats  may  be  had  at  Foxall’s,  on 
the  Bridge,  or  at  Lyndsell’s,  the  Pied  Bull. 


Comsponlnmce 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 


THE  MARINE  BIOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir,— The  letter  entitled  “Are  Sea  Fish  Gettiug 
Scarce,”  by  Frederick  G.  Aflalo,  published  in  your 
paper  of  the  14th  inst.,  has  just  been  brought 
under  my  notice.  I  am  extremely  pleased  to  find 
that  some  interest  in  the  work  of  the  association 
is  being  awakened  by  the  lectures  so  generously 
undertaken  and  delivered  by  Professor  Weldon. 
I  am  quite  certain  that,  were  the  aims  and  objects 
of  the  association  better  known,  much  more  ap¬ 
preciation  might  be  felt  for  its  work,  and  more 
support  given  to  its  workers.  Since  the  desire 
for  information  has  been  expressed  by  your  cor¬ 
respondent,  I  shall  endeavour,  in  as  concise  a 
form  as  possible,  to  lay  before  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  sketch  of  the  Marine  Biological 
Association  and  its  work  at  Plymouth. 

The  association  owes  its  existence  to  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  scientific  naturalists,  and  of  gentlemen  in¬ 
terested  in  the  well  fare  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  To  the  disgrace  of  our  nation 
be  it  said  that  we  are  much  behind  almost  every 
civilized  power  in  the  attention  we  devote  to  our 
fish  supply,  and  yet  we  have,  considering  the  size 
of  our  country,  an  enormous  fishing  population  and 
large  sums  of  money  invested  in  fishing  boats 
and  gear.  Our  ever  increasing  population  de¬ 
mands  a  corresponding  increase  of  food,  and  we 
are  slowly,  very  slowly,  becoming  aware  of  the 
fact  that  our  fish  supply  is  not  capable  of  keeping 
pace  with  the  demand,  that  certain  fisheries 
are  gradually  decreasing,  and  others  even  be¬ 
coming  extinct. 

We  consume  large  numbers  of  lobsters,  but 
three-fourths  of  them  come  from  Norway;  our 
oysters  come  mostly  from  France,  Holland  and 
America,  and  therefore  cannot  be  consumed  by 
the  poorer  classes,  have  indeed  to  be  considered  as 
luxuries  ;  more  and  more  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  capturing  payable  quantities  of  soles,  haddocks, 
&c.  Other  countries  have  arrived  at  similar 
positions,  and  have  promptly  taken  steps  to  pre¬ 
vent  catastrophe.  The  French  and  Dutch  have 
now  miles  and  miles  of  oyster  farms ;  the  Nor¬ 
wegians  and  Newfoundlanders  artificially  hatch 
lobsters  ;  the  Americans  hatch  enormous  numbers 
of  both  salt  and  fresh-water  fish,  let  alone  their 
complete  system  of  allowing  foreshores  to  be  rented 
from  the  State  for  oyster,  salmon,  sponge  and 
other  fisheries.  In  all  the  countries  mentioned 
laboratories  have  been  instituted  for  the  express 
purpose  of  studying  marine  animals  and  the  proper 
scientific  methods  for  their  artificial  cultivation, 
for  without  such  knowledge  just  State  regulation 
is  of  course  impossible. 

For  this  purpose,  then,  as  well  as  for  purely 
scientific  research  in  the  department  of  marine 
biology,  the  laboratory  of  the  association  has  been 
erected  at  Plymouth.  The  building  is  a  large  one, 
and  no  money  ha3  been  spared  to  make  it 
thoroughly  efficient.  It  is  supported,  as  your 
correspondent  correctly  states,  mostly  by  voluntary 
contributions,  and  also  by  a  small  Government 
grant,  but  that  it  is  a  private  institute  is  entirely 
erroneous,  the  work  done  being  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation  in  general,  and  naturalists  and  fisher¬ 
men  in  particular.  The  full  title  is  intended  to 
convey  this  idea,  and  a  truly  national  support 
should  not  be  too  much  to  expect  for  the  Marine 
Biological  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Several  members  of  Parliament  are  included  in 


the  list  of  vice-presidents  ;  Prof.  E .  Ray  Lankester 
is  the  president,  but  the  Government  exercises  no 
official  control  of  any  sort.  Business  is  regulated 
by  a  council,  which  meets  onco  a  month  in  London. 
The  work  of  the  laboratory  at  Plymouth  is  carried 
on  by  a  director,  a  naturalist,  and  an  assistant  to 
the  director — the  permanent  staff. 

The  building  was  opened  for  work  on  June  30, 
1888,  and  since  that  date  regular  work  has  been 
carried  on.  For  instance,  several  experiments 
in  lobster  and  oyster  culture  have  been  made,  a 
large  monograph  on  the  “  Common  Sole  and  Sole 
Fishery”  has  been  published  (reviewed  in  the 
Field)  and  many  observations  made  on  the  spawn¬ 
ing,  food,  and  life  history  of  food  fishes.  At  present 
observations  are  just  being  started  to  investigate 
thoroughly  the  currents  and  temperatures  of  the 
English  Channel  in  relation  to  the  movements  of 
fish,  &c.,  and  what,  perhaps,  may  be  of  more  in¬ 
terest  to  the  sporting  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette ,  a  consignment  of  grayling  and  Loch  Leven 
trout  are  being  successfully  acclimatised  in  the 
3alt  water  tanks  of  the  Aquarium.  The  grayling 
proved  the  more  delicate  of  the  two  species  and 
several  died  off,  but  the  remaining  trout  are  now 
in  water  almost  up  to  the  density  of  the  ocean, 
and  are  feeding  on  marine  woims,  &c.  If  we  can 
do  this,  why  may  we  not  at  some  future  date  find 
ourselves  hooking  bass,  mackerel,  in  some  inland 
lake  or  river;  we  have  already  land  locked  salmon. 
But  this  is  probably  idle  speculation.  The  trout 
and  grayling  in  question  were  kindly  sent  by  O. 
Greig,  Esq.,  from  his  fish  ponds  at  Holdsworth 
N.  Devon. 

The  results  of  all  work  are  regularly  published 
in  the  Journal  of  the  association,  issued  free  of 
charge  to  all  members.  That  “Some  sort  of  regular 
monthly  report  from  Mr.  Hoarder — or  anyone  at 
Plymouth  acquainted  with  the  transactions,”  &c. 
— should  be  issued,  is  therefore  out  of  the  question, 
in  fact,  Mr.  Hearder,  not  being  a  member,  is  not 
in  a  position  to  give  any  information  on  the 
subject.  To  carry  on  the  work  of  the  laboratory 
money  is  necessary,  and  the  more  money  the 
better  will  be  the  work  and  wider  the  range.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  while  receiving  the  Journal, 
one  guinea  is  not  much  for  any  man  to  give 
towards  the  bettering  of  his  country’s  fisheries, 
indeed  if  the  association  depended  on  its  members’ 
subscriptions  only,  very  little  could  be  accom¬ 
plished. 

Besides  the  members  of  the  permanent  staff,  the 
laboratory  is  thrown  open  to  anyone  desirous  of 
carrying  on  some  special  research.  He  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  apparatus,  and  the  boats  of  the 
laboratory  bring  him  in  his  fish.  Many  workers 
take  advantage  of  this,  especially  during  summer  ; 
and  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  work 
carried  on  is  no  holiday  amusement,  but  the  life- 
work  of  those  engaged  in  it.  I  think  the  people 
of  this  country  have  not  yet  fully  grasped  the 
fact  that  science  is  a  business — a  hard  and  poorly 
paid  business — in  which  the  workers  do  not  benefit 
themselves  so  much  as  their  fellow  creatures  of 
subsequent  generations. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Aflalo  for  his 
letter  concerning  the  Marine  Biological  Associa¬ 
tion,  since  it  has  given  me  this  opportunity  of 
laying  the  claims  of  the  association  before  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  faithfully, 
W.  L,  Calderwood, 

The  Laboratory,  Director  M.B.A. 

Citadel-hill,  Plymouth. 


THE  MARCH  BROWN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  the 
article  by  your  “Hon.  Chaplain”  on  this  fly.  I  think 
to  his  dressings  of  it  should  be  added  the  following, 
which  is  very  nearly  that  given  by  Mr.  Aldam  in 
his  work  : — Wings,  the  light  under  covert  feather 
from  the  woodcock’s  wing ;  hackle,  a  rich  ginger 
with  a  smoky-blue  butt;  tail,  two  strands  from  the 
light  part  of  a  partridge’s  tail ;  body,  hare’s  ear  or 
opossum  ribbed  with  fine  round  gold  twist.  I 
believe  the  fish  have  a  preference  for  the  female 
fly,  which  is  much  lighter  in  colour  than  the  male 
fly.  For  the  male  fly  a  very  good  material  for  the 
wings  of  a  floating  fly,  is  the  marbled  wing  feather 
of  the  painted  snipe.  Unfortunately,  this  feather 
is  by  no  means  easy  to  obtain.  Its  consistency 
is  almost  that  of  the  starling  s  wing  feather. — I 
am,  &c.,  H  F.  N. 


THE  MANNING  TESTIMONIAL. 

Dear  Sir, — May  we  ask  you  to  announce  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Gazette,  that  tho  committee 
of  the  George  Manning  Testimonial  Fund  will 
hold  a  final  meeting  on  Friday  evening,  April  3, 
to  fix  a  date  for  tho  presentation.  Therefore  wo 
would  ask  all  clubs  and  friends  intending  to  sub¬ 
scribe,  to  ensure  their  donations  reaching  us  not 
later  than  the  above  date,  as  we  shall  then  pub¬ 
lish  a  final  list  of  donors.  Tho  amount  already 
received  and  promised  is  .£34.  My  committee 
are  very  desirous  of  making  this  up  to  i'50,  and 
earnestly  appeal  to  those  friends  that  have  not 
subscribed,  and  who  are  familiar  with  the  good 
work  rendered  to  the  cause  of  anglers  by  our 
friend  Manning,  to  aid  and  assist  us  to  achieve 
this  result. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

George  Riches,  hoa  sec. 

11,  Bethnal  Green-road,  E. 


FISHING  NEAR  RHYL. 

Dear  Sip, — I  have  to  stay  part  of  April  in  Rhyl, 
N.  Wales,  and  am  anxious  to  hear  how  I  can  get 
some  trout  fishing,  say  within  ten  miles  or  so.  If 
you  can  give  me  any  information,  either  through 
the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper  or  otherwise, 
you  would  confer  a  great  favour ;  or  perhaps  you 
can  recommend  a  book  on  Welsh  fishing  which 
would  tell  me  about  what  is  to  be  had  free, 
owners’  names,  &c.  —  Yours  truly,  Clywdog. 


FLOATING  MARCH  BROWN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  several  dressings  with 
the  partridge  hackle  tips  as  wings,  and  none  of 
them  seemed  to  me  satisfactory.  The  use  of  the 
out-curved  wings  of  floaters  is  to  act  as  a  para¬ 
chute  and  let  the  fly  fall  body  downwards,  but  the 
hackle  tip  is  so  loose  in  construction  that  the  air 
passes  easily  between  the  fibres,  and  the  aim  is 
defeated.  Again,  the  wings  take  up  the  wet  more 
easily  than  a  close-fibred  feather.  Lastly,  a  wing 
with  a  stem  is  easily  flicked  off.  I  should  have 
thought  that  among  our  small  ducks  there  could 
be  found  a  bird  with  suitable  feather  of  the  same 
type  as  the  Canadian  wood- duck’s  feather  used 
for  the  floating  May-fly,  and  of  a  colour  which 
would  serve  with  or  without  dyeing. 

For  the  small  sizes  (No.  1  hook)  I  have  been 
trying  to  manufacture  a  hackle  by  putting  a 
partridge  hackle  half  way  through  the  tying  silk 
(untwisting  the  strands  for  the  purpose),  cutting 
off  all  the  stem  side,  then  spinning  the  silk  tight 
again,  and  winding  the  result  on  as  a  hackle.  It 
requires  very  careful  manipulation,  but  it  will 
work. — Yours,  &c.,  Val  Conson. 

[One  of  the  best  dry-fly  men  living  told  us  re¬ 
cently  that  he  had  almost  given  up  using  winged 
flies  in  dry-fly  fishing  on  the  Hampshire  streams, 
finding  the  hackled  patterns  far  more  deadly. 
Here  is  a  hint  for  some  even  of  the  clever  ones." 
Ed]  _ 

DEATH  OF  MR.  T.  SCOTT. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  oblige  by  announcing  the 
death  after  a  long  and  painful  illness  of  T.  Scott, 
many  years  connected  with  the  river  Lee  Preser¬ 
vation,  and  honorary  bailiff  and  member  of 
the  Hoxton  Brothers’  Angling  Society. — Yours 
respectfully,  T.  G.  Baglee. 

Hon.  Bailiff  and  late  Secretary 
54,  Cheshire-street,  to  the  Lee  Preservation. 

Bethnal  Green. 


GOOD  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  through  your 
columns  inform  me  where  I  can  get  good  trout 
fishing  on  the  Trent  or  tributaries,  as  near 
Leicestershire  as  possible,  without  having  to  get 
permission  ?  I  have  the  necessary  licenses. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Allan  Broadbent. 

The  Fosse,  Leicester] 


CHUB  FISHING. 

Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
inform  me  how  bullock’s  pith  is  prepared  for  chub 
fishing?  Being  an  amateur  angler,  the  above  in- 
formation  would  oblige. — Yours,  &c., 

Bolton.  R,  Burton. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[March  21,  1891. 


Dear  Sir —In  reply  to  “  G.  C.  C.’s  ”  query  in 
your  issue  of  the  7tli  inst.,  the  only  fly-fishing 
worthy  the  name  in  Ceylon,  is  to  be  had  in  Nu- 
wara  Elba  (central  province),  where  a  lake  and 
some  streams  have  been  in  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  stocked  with  trout. 

The  indigenous  fish  of  the  country  will  not  take 
fly  to  any  important  extent. 

As  to  malrsee",  it  was  doubted  for  a  long  time 
if  there  were  any  in  the  Ceylon  rivers,  and  a 
vigorous  discussion  arose  about  it  in  the  local 
newspapers  five  years  ago. 

The  weight  of  scientific  opinion  was  that  the 
true  maliseer  exists  in  Ceylon,  though  a  very 
much  smaller  species  than  that  found  in  the  rivers 
of  India. 

Up  to  two  years  ago,  when  my  personal  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  island  ceased,  regular  systematic 
mahseer  fishing,  as  it  is  practised  in  India,  had 
not  been  attempted,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  such 
attempt  since.  If  “  G.  C.  C.”  wants  further  in¬ 
formation  about  Ceylon  fishing,  and  will  write  to 
my  address,  which  he  may  obtain  from  you,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  him  any  within  my  know¬ 
ledge. — Yours  truly, _  J- 

THE  EEL-POUT. 

Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  on  the  Little  Ouse 
river  on  the  8th  inst.  I  was  shown  a  fish  by  a 
native  which  he  had  just  caught  on  a  dead  line. 
The  fish,  which  weighed  12oz.,  he  said  was  an  eel- 
pout.  Having  never  heard  of  this  fish  before,  I 
should  feel  obliged  to  you  for  any  information, 
Thinking  it  would  interest  brother  anglers,  I 
brought  the  fish  to  London,  and  I  am  preserving 
the  skin,  and  in  a  few  weeks  it  can  be  seen  in  the 
club-room  of  the  Great  Eastern  Angling  Society. 
—Yours,  &3.,  _  G.  F.  Weaver. 

SIZE  OF  OTTERS. 

Sir,— In  Fishing  Gazette  of  28th  ult.  “  Norse¬ 
man  ”  refers  to  the  capture  of  an  otter  weighing 
851b.,  and  asks  whether  others  have  been  caught 
about  this  weight.  Dr.  Hamilton,  in  his  “  Rod- 
fishers’  Flora  and  Fauna,”  in  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  5,  1887,  says  :  “  The  average  weight  of  a 
full-grown  otter,  according  to  Bell  (‘  British 
Quadrupeds,’  second  edition),  is  from  15lb.  to  181b. 
Some  are  occasionally  killed  weighing  over  201b.  ; 
one,  recorded  in  the  Field,  P’eb.  20,  1886,  of  the 
enormous  weight  of  361b.”  I  have  never  heard  of 
this  being  exceeded. 

In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  23,  1889,  it  is  stated 
that  “  an  otter  measuring  4ft.  9in.  in  length  was 
captured  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Shin  by  Mr. 
Ebenezer  MacPherson,  Lairg,  head  bailiff  on  the 
river,  and  again,  on  Jan.  17  last,  another  of  4ft.  6in. 
is  recorded  from  the  same  locality.  These  are 
the  longest  of  which  I  have  any  note. 

Stonehenge  (“  British  Rural  Sports”)  puts  the 
average  measurement  as  2ft.  from  the  nose  to  the 
tail,  and  the'tail  16in.— I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

_  Giant. 

FISHING  NEAR  BATH. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
“  Bath,”  I  beg  to  3ay  if  he  gets  a  book  called  “  A 
Handy  Guide  to  Fishing  ia  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Bath,”  price  sixpence,  published  by  William  Lewis 
and  Sons,  the  Bath  Herald  office,  he  will  get 
full  particulars  of  the  various  fishing  places, 
railway  fares,  &c.,  names  of  riparian  and  other 
owners,  baits,  &c. 

I  bought  my  copy  at  Clough’s,  gunsmith  and 
tackle  dealer  9,  New  Bond-street,  Bath.  I  also  saw 
the  book  in  a  little  tackle  shop  on  Pultney  Bridge, 
and  I  suppose  it  can  b9  obtained  of  any  of  the 
nevBvendors  in  the  town. — Yours  truly, 

_ Thomas  Poole. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Split  Cane”  could  not  possibly  do 
better  then  try  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg,  at 
Killaloe. 

I  will  not  promise  him  white  trout  so  early  in 
the  season,  but  there  are  any  quantity  of  large 
brown  and  Gillaroo  trout  in  the  lake,  and  plenty 
of  trout  in  the  river. 

“  Split  Cane,”  or  any  other  reader  of  or  contri¬ 
butor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  welcome  to  write 
to  me  for  further  particulars.  S.  J.  Hurley. 
Killaloe. 


SPECIMEN  DACE 
Sir,— I  notice  by  the  “  Club  Reports  ’’  in  last 
week’s  Fishing  Gazette  that  Mr.  Howard,  of  the 
Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  capture  a  dace  weighing  lib.  l£oz.  If 
it  was  noted,  I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  that 
gentleman  would  give  (through  the  Fishing  Gazette) 
the  measurement,  extreme  length,  and  thereby 
settle  a  friendly  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
the  measurement  of  a  dace  of  16oz.  or  over  would 
be.— I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Giant. 

FROZEN  FISH  COMING  TO  LIFE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  observed  in  your  paper 
several  records  of  fish  coming  to  life  after  having 
been  frozen  in  the  ice.  I  think  that  this  is  an 
unusual  occurrence.  Probably,  however,  the  fish 
had  been  only  recently  frozen,  and  were  brought 
back  to  life  just  as  a  half-drowned  person,  if 
taken  out  of  the  water  before  he  is  quite  dead, 
may  be  resuscitated.  My  experience  is,  I  regret 
to  say,  altogether  different.  In  a  pond  in  my 
garden,  not  only  the  fish,  but  the  frogs  perished, 
one  and  all.  I  took  out,  I  think,  two  hundred  of 
each.  The  fish  were  gold  fish  amd  had  been  in  the 
pond  for  years.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a 
single  fish  or  frog  left  in  the  pond. — I  am,  &c., 
Nascott  House,  Watford.  George  Rooper. 


devoted  trout  fisher,  but  lean  and  do  enjoy  a 
day’s  pike  fishing  fully  as  much  as  a  day  with 
the  fly  rod,  and  I  know  of  no  place  in  England 
so  well  adapted  by  nature  for  a  pike  preserve  as 

Windermere.  ...  . 

I  especially  mention  Windermere,  as  1  think 
that  the  smaller  lakes  could  with  great  certainty 
be  cheaply  turned  into  splendid  trout  preserves, 
to  accomplish  which  I,  for  one,  will  be  most  happy 
to  work  and  subscribe.  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged 
if  you  can  tell  me  where  I  can  get  full  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  the  number  of  net  men  on  Winder- 
mere,  the  value  that  is  placed  upon  their  rights, 
and  from  whom  tliose_  rights  are  obtained  ;  also 
whether  any  association  has  any  legal  right  to 
exterminate  (or  attempt  to  exterminate)  any  par¬ 
ticular  variety  of  fish  by  other  means  than  fair 
fishing  in  open  water  (which  I  have  always  under¬ 
stood  Windermere  to  be)  Assuming  an  associa¬ 
tion  to  be  formed  with  the  avowed  object  ot 
turning  Windermere  into  a  trout  lake  by  destroy¬ 
ing  the  pike,  would  not  it  be  quite  as  sportsman¬ 
like,  and  just  as  justifiable,  to  form  a  society  of 
pike  fishers  with  the  object  of  breeding  and  pre- 
serving  the  pike  ? — I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Old  Trafford,  Manchester.  Lucius  E.  Socks. 


PIG  AND  WHISTLE.  * 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Buddicom,  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  giving  the  origin  and  meaning 
of  the  words  “  Pig  and  Whistle.”  In  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  (the  “  Merry  Monarch  ”)  the  custom 
was  to  drink  “  wassail,”  a  liquor  compounded  of 
ale,  sugar  and  spices,  with  roasted  pippins  float¬ 
ing  therein.  The  term  “wassail”  was  derived 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon  words  ivaes  (to  remain), 
and  hale  (hearty,  robust,  or,  sound  of  body)  ; 
literally  meaning  “  May  you  be  in  health.”  The 
liquor  was  served  in  large  leather  tankards  (or 
“black  jacks,”  as  they  were  then  called),  which 
had  inside  them  small  wooden  pegs,  placed  up  the 
side  at  equal  distances.  To  ensure  fair  and  equal 
libations,  each  reveller  had  to  “  bare  a  peg,”  or  else 
suffer  the  penalty  of  having  a  pint  of  cold  water 
poured  down  his  neck  ;  and  these  carousals  were 
known  as  “  peg  and  wassail.” 

In  consequence,  “The  Peg  and  Wassail”  be¬ 
came  a  favourite  sign,  or  name,  for  hostels  and 
houses  of  entertainment,  but  in  course  of  time  got 
altered,  and  miscalled  “  Pig  and  Whistle.’’  There 
existed  an  inn  with  this  appellation  at  Manchester  ; 
and  I  believe  there  are  others  similarly  named 
in  various  parts  of  England,  and  possibly  the 
Oxford  coach  Mr.  Buddicom  alludes  to  was 
named  after  and  plied  to  an  inn  called  the  “  Pig 
and  Whistle.” 

The  way  in  which  the  ancient  signs  of  hostels, 
and  also  those  of  merchants’  houses  of  business, 
were  twisted  and  warped  from  their  original 
titles  was  curious,  and  oftentimes  comical.  For 
instance,  the  pious  inscription  over  a  silk  mercer’s 
shop  window,  “  God  encompasses  us,”  got  changed 
into  the  “  Goat  and  Compasses  ”  ;  the  “  La  Belle 
Sauvage,”  an  old  inn  on  Ludgate-hill,  to  “  The 
Bell  Savage”;  and  the  “Satyr  and  the  Bac¬ 
chanals,”  to  “The  Devil  and  the  Bag-o’-Nails.” 
The  “Bull  and  Mouth”  hotel,  St.  Martins-le- 
Grand  (recently  razed  to  make  room  for  new 
buildiDg3  of  the  post-office),  was  originally  “  The 
Boulogne  Mouth,”  s.o  named  to  commemorate 
Napoleon  Buonaparte’s  threatened  invasion  of 
England,  with  the  flotilla  he  collected  together 
and  equipped  in  Boulogne  harbour. — Yours,  &c., 

_  Alfred  Jardine. 

A  PLEA  FOR  PIKE  FISHING. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  this  week’s  “Wal- 
toniana,”  what  I  take  to  be.an  extract  from  one  of 
the  enclosed  letters  which  appeared  in  the  Man¬ 
chester  Guardian  last  month. 

If  you  can  find  room  at  any  time  to  reprint 
them,  or  a  portion  of  them,  it  may  be  the  means 
of  starting  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 
pike  extermination  in  Windermere  and  the  other 
large  lakes.  This  is  a  subject  that  I,  in  common 
with  many  others,  take  a  deep  interest  in,  as, 
apart  from  the  futility  of  turning  Windermere 
into  a  trout  lake,  it  will  be  a  great  injustice  to  a 
very  large  body  of  pike  fishers  if  any  association, 
having  obtained  the  necessary  money,  devotes  it 
to  the  destruction  of  their  sport.  I  am  a  most 


SlR,- 


A  CORRECTION. 

-In  your  Tay  angling  report  of  March  7, 


Messrs.  Panton  and  Cameron  are  credited  with 
killing  a  fish  each  on  the  “  Octrine  waters.”  There 
are  no  such  waters  on  the  whole  Tay ;  they,  how¬ 
ever,  killed  fish  of  the  weights  mentioned  on 

“  Delvine  waters.’’ — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  See., 

Salmo. 

[Evidently  a  printer’s  error.— Ed.] 

CAN  HE  OBJECT  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  give  an  opinion  on 
the  following  point?  Having  given  a  man  leave 
to  fish  in  my  trout  water,  does  it  seem  reasonable 
that  I  should  object  to  his  carrying  away  alive  the 
fish  he  catches  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  his 
own  water.  He  undertakes  to  respect  my  size 
limit,  seven  inches.— Yours  sincerly,  Stamper. 

I  We  should  say  no  one  who  had  any  respect 
for  the  fitness  of  things  would  do  such  a  thing 
without  obtaining  permission  first  ;  we  should 
object  very  decidedly. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  NANTWICII? 

Dear  Sir.— Would  any  of  your  readers  say 
whether  trout  fishing  can  be  obtained  near  Nant- 
wich,  in  Cheshire  ;  of  what  character  it  is  ,  the 
amount  ;  and  whether  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  leave  ?  Much  obliged  for  any  informa¬ 
tion  you  can  afford  me. — Y’ours  truly,  Brine. 

[There  is  some  coarse  fishing  in  the  YVeaver, 
but  we  are  not  aware  of  there  being  any  trout 
fishing  near  Nantwich.— Ed  ] 


WORKS  ON  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

Dear  Sir,— Do  you  know  of  any  work  pub¬ 
lished  which  deals  with  fishing  in  Sweden?— 
Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Cummins. 

North  of  England  Works,  Bishop  Auckland. 

HORN  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sin, -Be  “Horn  Baits  ”  in  yours  of  the 
7th  instant.  They  are  made  by,  and  I  have  had 
them  from,  J.  Shepherd,  65,  Netherkirkgate, 
Aberdeen . 

I  was  hoping  I  had  some  left,  but  think  I  gave 
all  mine  to  Mr.  Felix  Parker.— Yours  faithfully, 
_ _  G.  W.  Cook. 

THE  DELVINE  WATER. 

Sir,— Referring  to  “  Salmo’s  ”  letter  in  your  last 
impression,  perhaps  it  may  satisfy  that  gentleman 
if  I  state  that  Mr.  Cesari,  of  the  Birnam  Hotel, holds 
over  six  miles  of  the  Tay,  in  one  continuous 
stretch,  and  the  “Delvine  water”  in  question, 
which  runs  from  Stenton  Pool  to  some  little 
distance  below  Caputh  Bridge,  is  bounded  on  the 
north  side  by  Delvine  estate,  and  the  south  by 
Murthly  ;  hence  it  is  a  joint  proprietorship,  so  that 
“  Salmo  ”  evidently  refers  to  the  Delvine  water 
proper,  which  is  lower  down  the  river, — Yours, 
&c.,  M.  G. 

[It  seemed  to  us  that  there  must  have  been 
some  “  Perangeme'it  of  Epitaphs.” — Ed.] 
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NOTES  PROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


e  know  very  well  that  all  reforms  for  the 
public  good  cannot  be  secured  without  strong  and 
persistent  agitation  in  the  open,  and  anglers  on 
the  Trent,  and  elsewhere,  may  rest  assured  that 
unless  they  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and 
adopt  means  whereby  to  grapple  with  the  present 
evils  of  pollution,  they  will  gradually,  but  surely, 
find  their  sport  amongst  the  fish  grow  from  bad  to 
worse.  It  is  bad  enough  now  in  all  conscience,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  future  do  not  appear  to  possess  any  single 
redeeming  feature.  The  other  week  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  was  held  at  Derby,  when  the 
report,  as  presented  by  Mr.  Eddowes.  the  clerk,  stated  that 
the  question  of  pollution  was  likely  to  be  satisfactorily 
settled  by  the  action  of  the  County  Councils.  Attempts  (it 
went  on  to  state)  to  purify  the  Trent  below  Burton  by 
chemical  treatnient  had  failed.  Sewage  works  were  likely 
to  be  in  operation  soon  at  Leicester,  below  which  animal 
life  was  endangered  ;  the  pollution  still  existed  at  Lough¬ 
borough,  and  at  Derby  noth  ing  had  been  done  beyond  the 
offer  of  125  guineas  for  the  best  sewage  scheme.  ‘Further, 
during  the  past  year  2,261  season  licences  to  catch  trout  had 
been  issued,  together  with  745  weekly  licences,  and  321 
licences  for  nets.  For  salmon  there  had  been  three  draught- 
net  licences  against  ten  in  1889;  seven  standing-net  licences 
against  eight ;  and  58  rod-and-line  licences  against  74.  The 
expenditure  amounted  to  £427  13s.  5d.,  and  after  paying  a 
deficit  on  the  previous  year  of  £26,  the  board  had  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £22.  Anglers  will,  therefore,  find  that  the 
whole  purport  of  the  report  as  regards  pollution  is  entirely 
problematical.  The  Trent  Fishery  Board  has  now  been  in 
existence  a  considerable  number  of  years,  and  what  on 
earth  have  they  everdone  in  benefitting  the  angling  com¬ 
munity?  At  their  last  meeting  they  decided  to  make 
application  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  an  enlargement  .of 
their  district  by  adding  thereto  several  parts  of  the  river 
Trent  and  tributaries  which  flow  through  the  town  and 
county  of  Nottingham,  and  also  tributaries  running  in 
counties  not  already  included  in  their  district.  The  fact  is 
the  board  have  too  much  work  on  hand  already.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  pollution  has  engaged  their  attention  since  the  days 
of  Mr.  Worthington,  their  late  much  respected  clerk,  and 
yet  they  never  appear  to  make  headway.  Year  after  year 
they  pursue  the  even  tenour  of  their  way  and  seem  per¬ 
fectly  contented  with  what  transpires  at  the  annual  gather¬ 
ing.  The  Burton  pollution  is  certainly  an  abomination, 
and  it  is  clear  the  heads  of  the  great  breweries  there  care 
not  one  iota  for  the  powers  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board. 
The  board  either  truckle  to  them,  or  are  really  afraid  to 
enforce  their  rights.  Meanwhile,  the  humble  angler  has  to 
suffer,  and  presently  the  board  may  politely  call  upon  him 
for  a  small  levy  in  the  shape  of  a  rod  tax.  Some  of  our 
best  anglers  have  been  accustomed  to  use  the  private 
waters  at  Wellington  for  years,  and  on  many  occasions 
their  intended  outings  have  been  effectually  checked  by 
the  refuse  poured  into  the  Trent  from  the  Bu  rt.on  breweries. 
At  particular  seasons  the  huge  masses  of  filth  prevent  any 
fishing  at  all.  No  sooner  is  the  tackle  cast  into  the  water 
than  the  shots  are  covered  with  a  glutinous  substance,  and 
on  pulling  out,  you  may  see  the  outline  of  your  worm.  I 
am  not  exaggerat  ing  w'hen  I  state  that  the  bottom  of  the 
Trent  from  Pitchett’s  Hole  at  Willington,  to  the  Horse 
Bridge  above  Sawley  Weir,  is  literally  lined,  in  a  low 
water,  with  Burton  refuse.  If  the  Fishery  Board  are 
afraid  to  fight  the  matter  with  the  brewery  magnates,  or 
the  authorities  of  Burton,  let  them  in  plain'  language  say 
so.  Their  dilly-dallying  is  bc3rond  all  comprehension. 
With  regard  to  their  finances,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  during  the  past  year  they  have  derived  a  very  large 
income  from  the  sale  of  trout  and  salmon  licences  alone, 
and  yet  their  balance  in  hand  only  amounts  to  a  trifle  over 
£20.  How  is  the  money  expended,  and  what  over?  Two 
professional  water  bailiffs  are  employed,  one  being 
stationed  at  Derby,  and  the  other  at  Newark,  but  surely 
they  cannot  swamp  it  all.  Our  anglers  would  like  to  see 
one  located  in  Nottingham.  Private  waters  are,  as  a  rule, 
well  cared  for  and  looked  after  by  those  who  own  them  ; 
and  it  is  in  the  free  waters  that  the  most  mischief  is  done. 
1  he  proposed  incorporation  of  coarse  fish  in  the  Salmon 
Acts  is  perhaps  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  but  the  board, 
and  all  connected  with  it,  may  restassured  that  if  they  im¬ 
pose  a  tax  upon  rods  and  concede  nothing  in  return  they 
will  commit  a  very  great  mistake.  No  reasonable  lisher- 
nian  will  object  to  be  taxed,  but  he  will  expect  protection 
in  return  ;  and  it  is  the  open  fisheries  near  all  the  large 
centres  of  industry  that  require  the  greatest.  The  poach¬ 
ing  element  largely  prevails,  and  it  is  these  gentry  that 
should  be  run  to  earth  by  paid  officers  of  the  board.  In  the 
matter  of  the  purification  of  the  local  streams,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Association  have  for 
months  past  been  doing  valuable  work,  and  the  thanks  of 
the  angling  community  are  due  to  the  society  for  ventilat- 
l-g  their  grievances.  Their  report  may  shortly  be  expected, 
and  if  I  mistake  not  it  will  be  found  a  most  interesting  and 
important  document.  _ 


The  c.osing  days  of  the  coarse  fish  angling  season  on  the 
1  rent  were  attended  with  dull  and  squally  weather. 
Many  fishermen,  however,  braved  the  elements,  and  in  a 
tew  instances  moderately  good  sport  was  met  with 
amongst  chub.  Most  of  the  fish  were  killed  in  the  lower 
waters,  and  on  the  final  afternoon  a  very  fine  dace  was 
bagged.  This  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Minion,  of  the  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green  Inn  Angling  Society,  in  Canal-street,  and  weighed 
,i°\  '  ery  few  dace  of  thIa  weight  are  taken  in  the  Trent, 
the  best  and  heaviest  generally  coming  from  the  Welling¬ 
ton  length.  Mr.  Charles  Jackson,  of  the  North  Wellington 
Society,  showed  a  grand  lot  of  pike.  He  bad,  I  believe, 
fourteen  in  all,  and  the  average  would  be  71b.  each.  One 
of  2olb.  was  reported  as  having  fallen  to  the  rod  of  a 
Nottingham  expert  in  a  ballast  cutting  at  Deeping,  in  the 
ren  country.  On  March  14  there  was  a  fair  muster  of 
subscribers  out  at  Shardlow,  but  beyond  the  capture  of 
sundry  small  perch,  the  outing  ended  in  disappointment. 
Mr  H.  Spray,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
tried  pith  for  chub  below  the  weirs  at  King's  Mills,  but 
failed  to  stir  one.  Mr.  H.  Coxon  had  four  chub  of  21b. 
each  from  private  water  on  March  13,  and  several  were 
killed  in  the  Collingham  district. 


My  impression  is  that  all  coarse  fish  on  the  Trent  will  be 
later  in  spawning  this  season.  Chub  are  decidedly  back¬ 
ward,  and  dace  are  not  nearly  so  full  as  might  be  expected, 
fine  frosty  weather  before  and  after  Christmas  has  some- 
thing  to  do  with  the  season’s  lateness.  In  the  tributaries 
the  trout  are  in  poor  condition,  and  so  far  very  few  rods 


hat  e  been  at  work.  We  have  not  many  trout  streams  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Nottingham,  the 
pal  being  the  Greet  and  the  Dover  Beck. 


princi- 


Salmon  arc  beginning  to  show  themselves  at  Shardlow, 
Vr ero  j®  110  doubt  they  arc  fresh  run-fish.  This  news 
will  be  welcomed  by  those  who  use  the  fishery  during  the 
fence  months.  On  March  15,  two  were  seen  at  the  “Long 
owim,  and  two  at  the  “Salmon  Swim,”  above  Cavendish 
Bridge.  On  March  18  and  19  the  river  rose  a  few  inches, 
and  a  substantial  rise  just  now  would  doubtless  bring  up 
a  large  quantity  of  salmon.  Fishing  for  them  will  soon 
begin,  and  I  hope  the  season  will  be  a  more  successful  one 
than  last. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Angling  in  this  district  is  still  in  a  state  of  chaos, 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  the 
weather.  The  prolonged  and  severe  winter  has 
had  a  marked  effect  on  all  local  waters,  and  the 
general  report  is  one  of  enforce  inactivity.  It  is 
a  long  time  sicce  suck  a  state  of  things  existed, 
lasting  over  so  many  months,  and  the  hope  of 
every  angler  is  in  the  coming  summer  season, 
which  doubtless  will  repay  the  disappointments  of  the  past, 
by  yielding  large  baskets  of  game  fish  now  that  the  coarse 
nshmgis  at  an  end  for  a  period.  Lancashire  is  noted  for 
tbc  extensive  numbersof  anglers  who  followcoarse  fishing, 
and  in  fact  bottom  is  principally  the  kind  of  sport  they  fol¬ 
low,  and  it  is  thought  by  many  that  in  the  present  rage 
tor  game  fish,  that  the  interests  of  the  less  fortunate  angler 
are  in  danger  of  being  overlooked.  It  is  not  the  good  for¬ 
tune  of  every  one  to  have  time  and  money  to  devote  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  necessary  skill  required  by  a  fiy  fisher 
man  and  the  various  associations  of  anglers  would  do  a 
great  and  popular  service  by  catering  more  for  the  bottom 
fisher.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Northern 
Anglers  Association  have  accepted  the  claims  of  the  coarse 
fisher  to  assistance  in  the  pursuit  of  his  sport  by  giving 
equal  representation  on  the  council  of  both  classes  of 
anglers.  . _ 

From  one  source  comes  the  dispiriting  report  of  a  blank 
a  resu*t  °f  the  united  efforts  of  two  noted  anglers, 
and  this  occurred  in  waters  in  which  permission  to  fish  is 
so  seldom  granted,  that  a  visit  at  any  time  is  considered  a 
great  event.  Still  another  doleful  account,  and  this  time 
rrom  the  favourite  resort  of  the  whipster  in  search  of  trout. 
I ish  ar<y dying  in  large  quantities  from  “fungus  disease,” 
one  gentleman  counting  fifteen  dead  and  dyingin  ashort  dis¬ 
tance,  whilst  fishing  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  the  fish,  two 
in  number,  that  were  landed  were  both  in  such  a  condition 
that  he  immediately  left  for  home.  A  third  report  as  to 
the  condition  of  trout  is  to  the  following  [effect: — A  gentle¬ 
man  testing  his  own  private  and  preserved  stream  found 
trout  in  fairly  good  numbers  and  condition.  Their  colour, 
however,  was  so  bad  that  he  estimates  the  earliest  time 
in  which  they  can  possibly  get  into  condition  as  the  end 
of  April.  _ _ 

The  result  of  the  Shillito  fund  is  rather  disappointing, 
and  whilst  the  promoters  arc  grateful  for  what  amount 
they  have  obtained,  they  arc  loth  to  confess  that  their  ex¬ 
pectations  have  been  somewhat  too  high. 

Enquiries  at  the  different  clubhouses  elicit  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  there  is  nothing  at  all  stirring.  The  Bolton  sec¬ 
tion  of  anglers  seem  to  be  working  very  successfully  since 
they  alienated  themselves  from  what  may  be  considered 
its  parent  body,  whilst  it  isia  matter  for  all  round  congratu¬ 
lation  that  the  Manchester  District  Association  is  at  last 
in  something  like  decent  workable  order. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  wo  learn  of  a  club  bearing 
such  an  illustrious  name  as  “  The  Charles  Cotton  ”  ceasing 
to  exist,  and  hope  that  the  day  is  very  near  at  hand  when 
it  will  be  once  more  in  its  accustomed  popular  posiiion 
amongst  Lancashire  clubs. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  12th, 
at  the  headquarters,  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smitkfield,  Birmingham.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  R.  Gumbley  and  Mr.  F.  Hiley, 
vice-presidents.  Nearly  ergkty  delegates  were 
present  from  the  branch  societies,  but  the  following 
clubs  were  represented,  namely  :  The  Bird-in-band,  Mid¬ 
land  Piscatorials,  Losells,  Falcon,  St.  John’s,  St.  Stephen’s, 
Birmingham  Piscatorials  and  Eagbaston.  The  president, 
after  having  formally  opened  the  meeting,  called  upon  the 
Secretary  to  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting 
held  upon  December  11th.,  which  were  confirmefi  without 
discussion.  The  minutes  of  the  committe  meeting  held 
January  1st,  were  next  taken,  together  with  the  balance 
sheet  for  theyear  ending  December  30th,  1890,  which  was 
of  a  most  satisfactory  nature,  showing  that  after  all  liabili¬ 
ties  had  been  disbursed  there  remained  the  sum  of  £35  16s. 
7d.,in  the  Post  Office  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Association. 
The  auditors,  Messrs.  Holding  and  Hiley,  having  spoken  to 
the  correctness  ot  the  accounts,  and  the  praiseworthy  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  books  were  kept,  it  was  resolved  and  car¬ 
ried  without  dissent  that  the  minutes,  together  with  the 
balance  sheet  and  auditors’  report,  be  confirmed  and  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  minutes  of  committee  meeting  held  February 
5th  were  read  and  brought  forward,  no  comment,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  confirm  them;  so  were  the  minutes  of  the  special 
committee  meeting  held  on  February  19th,  which  dealt 
with  the  proposed  new  bye  law  advocated  by  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
which  will  be  discussed  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  on  the  23rd  of  April  next.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
committee  meeting  held  March  5th  were  next  read,  and 
brought  on  a  lengthy  discussion.  One  portion  of  the  work  of 
the  committee  was  respecting  the  admittance  of  any  more 
new  societies  into  the  Association, the  new  rule  was  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  J.  Dance  and  was  opposed  by  several  of  the 
leading  delegates.  Mr.  Dance,  in  his  argument  in  favour  of 


refusing  the  admittance  of  any  more  clubs,  pointed  out  to 
themcetmg  one  great  important  fact, which  was  to  the  effect 
that  although  the  Association  had  made  near  upon  ten  new 
societies  in  the  past  year,the  strength  of  the  Association  rc- 
rcmaincd  about  the  same,  and  although  this  great  num¬ 
ber  of  clubs  had  been  formed  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
Association  had  not  risen  accordingly, and  that  the  present 
policy  of  the  Association  in  allowing  new  clubs  to  be  formed 
was  like  robbing  “Peter  to  pay  Paul”  as  when  a  new 
society  had  been  formed  and  accepted  into  the  Association 
a  number  of  members  from  perhaps  an  old  club  in  t  he 
vicinity  of  the  now  one  migrated,  and  so  kept  the  strength 
of  the  societies  about  the  same;  moreover  the  formation  of 
a  certain  few  of  the  new  societies  lately  admitted  and  those 
that  were  in  course  of  formation  were  being  promoted  more 
for  a  financial  gain  to  the  publican  or  public-house  manage  r 
than  to  the  true  interests  of  angling.  He  also  contended  that 
there  were  enough  clubs  in  the  city,  and  that  they  extended 
over  a  very  wide  area,  and  also  that  the  clubs  were  formed 
to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  most  fastidious  anglers. 
Other  speakers  followed,  both  for  and  against  the  new  bye¬ 
law,  and  after  a  long  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  accept, 
the  minutes  in  their  entirety,  and  that:  the  byc-law  be  ac¬ 
cepted  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  A  notice  of  motion 
respecting  the  attendance  of  committee-men  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close.  - 

Since  my  last  notes,  very  little  has  been  done  in  our  dis¬ 
trict  owing  to  the  bad  weather  that  we  have  experienced. 
On  Saturday  last  we  had  rain  and  snow  at  intervals,  and 
on  Sunday  it  rained  nearly  all  day,  and  so  prevented  many 
of  our  anglers  from  going  out,  although  the  waters  were 
reported  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  finest  catch  worth 
reporting  on  the  Trent  in  our  district  was  a  large  otter 
which  was  killed  by  the  keeper  at  Yoxall,  and  sent  to  the 
Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society,  who  rent  this  portion  of 
the  Trent,  and  the  society  have  sent  the  animal  to  be  pre¬ 
served.  — 

On  the  Avon,  very  few  have  been  out  to  try  their  luck, 
owing  to  the  wretched  state  of  the  weather,  and  now  that 
the  close  season  is  here,  very  few  anglers  will  be  found  until 
May  comes  in,  upon  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  river. 
Dace,  roach,  and  bleak  are  in  a  forward  state  of  spawning, 
and  large  quantities  have  been  seen  in  the  lower  roaclu  s 
to  wards  Burton  and  Bidford.  In  M  ly, trout  fshing  will  begin 
on  this  river, whenfmore  anglers  will  be  found  following  this 
sport  than  in  any  previous  year,  as  it  is  stated  that  troui 
will  be  more  plentiful  than  for  many  years  past. 


On  the  Severn,  very  little  has  been  done  owing  to  the 
river  being  low  and  fine,  but  tho  late  rains  that  we  have 
had  will  help  to  bring  tbo  river  up  to  its  proper  level.  On 
the  surface  nothing  has  been  done  as  yet,  but  a  little  of  tho 
fine  weather  that  wc  have  had  this  day  (Wednesday)  will 
work  wonders.  In  my  las  notes,  I  mention  a  case  of  fish¬ 
poisoning  at  Kidderminster,  and  I  have  received  informa¬ 
tion  to-day  to  say  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  has  taken 
the  case  up. 


lUpfits  from  Clttlts 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
nisniNG  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House ,  Fetter  I.ane, 
London,  and  marked  Club  Deport  outside  envelope . 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  spiecial  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  delegates  met  at  Foresters’ 
Hal  on  Monday  last,  the  16th  ins\,  at  8.30  p.m.;  Mr.  W.  II. 
Beckett,  the  vice-chairman,  occupied  the  chair.  After  tho 
minutes  of  the  previous  delegate  meeting  had  been  read 
and  confirmed,  the  minutes  of  the  last  General  Committee 
were  read,  and  then  those  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee  by  its  chairman,  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  from  which 
it  appeared  the  Association  were  making  arrangements  for 
procuring  a  number  of  perch  for  its  hatching  boxes.  The 
delegates  next  confirmed  the  recommendation  of  tl  e 
General  Committee  that  an  office  should  be  secured,  ai  d 
then  the  recommendation  that  fishing  rights  should  b. 
secured  over  the  Coventry  water  was  confirmed  on  tl  e 
understanding  that  this  water  should  in  future  be  closed  in 
accordance  with  the  Mundella  Act  Tho  Association  has 
now  secured  seven  miles  of  capital  fishing  water,  extending 
from  and  including  Flanders  Weir,  Coventry’s  water, 
Sewardstonc  Mill  stream  and  Enfield  Lock  Fishery,  ter¬ 
minating  at  the  Ordnance  Factory.  Mr.  II.  J.  Tibbatts 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Abrahams  seconded,  the  appointment  of 
two  auditors  in  addition  to  Mr.  Toynbee,  who  has  held  his 
post  last  year,  viz.,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Tidbury.  This 
motion  having  been  carried,  a  discu.-  s  ou  ensued  regarding 
the  weighing  in  of  unde:  sized  t’s’i.  'J  he  deloga'  ci  from  the 
club  whose  rules  permitted  same  attended,  and  clearly 
proved  that  they  had  omitted  to  alter  their  old  rules,  buc 
they  had  now  summoned  a  special  general  meeting  of  their 
society,  with  thei  iiw  of  putting  the  matter  right  with  the 
rcquiiements  of  tho  Association;  tic  further  di-cusuon 
was  therefore  adjourned  till  the  next  delegate  meeting.  A 
long  and  important  discussion  ensued  on  a  motion  brought 
on  by  Mr.  Close,  of  the  Highbury  and  Gresham  Angling 
Societies,  regarding  an  alteration  of  the  rules  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  ;  it  was  ultimately  decided  to  add  to  rule  No.  13  as 
follows :  “That  all  societies  shall  on  or  before  tho  first  day 
of  June  in  each  year  produce  and  submit  for  the  approval 
of  tho  Anglers’ Association  the  table  of  sizes  and  dimensions 
of  fish  which  they  propose  adopting,  or  have  adopt  xl,  as 
their  standard.  The  standard  to  be  not  less  than  tho 
following,  all  extreme  lengths  Barbel,  13in. ;  bleak,  tin.; 
bream,  lOin. ;  brook  trout,  Sin. ;  carp,  Klin. ;  chub,  lOin.  ; 
dace,  6in.;  grayling,  9in.;  gudgeon,  4in.;  porch,  7in.;  pike, 
18ir.;  pope  or  ruff,  4in.;  roach,  7in.;  rudd,  Gin. ;  tench,  Sin. ; 
trout,  12in.  Such  standard  when  once  approved  not  to  bo 
decreased  unless  by  permission  of  the  Association.  No 
railway  privilege  tickets  to  be  issued  to  any  society  till 
their  standard  of  fish  has  been  submitted  an  l  approved.” 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards  ac¬ 
corded  Mr.  Close  for  his  services  on  this  occasion.  The 
reports  of  tho  visiting  officers  were  next  taken.  Mr.  Mann 
reported  having  visited  the  Burdett  Angling  Society,  where 
nine  clubs  were  represented  ;  Mr.  J.  Jennings  that  he  had 
visited  tho  Bostonians  on  Feb.  23,  and  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  a  foggy  night,  twenty-seven  clubs  were  represented. 
The  Anglers’  Benevolent  box  was  opened  by  Mr.  Murphy, 
and  £3  wa3  found  in  it.  At  the  Cambridge  Friendly  on 
March  11,  a  rough  night,  thirteen  clubs  sent  delegates, 
and  the  Anglers’ Benevolent  box  was  found  to  contain  £1. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Cobdcn  Friendly  on  the  20tli 
inst.  Two  other  visiting  officers  reported— one  that  he  had 
been  to  the  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  on 
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Fob.  IS,  where  nine  clubs  were  represented ;  the  other 
officer  that  he  had  visited  the  Wcnloclt  Angling  Society  on 
Feb.  25,  to  which  nine  clubs  sent  delegates,  1  he  meeting 
elosedat  a  few  minutes  to  eleven  p.m.,  with  a  vote  ot  thanks 
to  the  chair,  the  following  tifty-onc  clubs  being  present 
AllasonUnited Brothers,  Bostonians,  Bermondsey  Brotheis, 
llrompton,  Blackfriars,  Brunswick  Brothers,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Cobden,  City  of  London,  Clapham  Junction, 
Campbell  United,  Crishold,  Camden,  Buko  of  NoUolk, 

1 ). list, on,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  Eastern  1  iscatortals, 
Good  Intent,  Gresham,  Greenwich,  Golden  Barbel,  Harles- 
den,  Horton  Brothers,  Highbury,  Hearts  pf  )ak,  .^'  ngton 
Brothers,  Izaak  Walton,  Jubilee,  Midland,  Mildmay, 
North  Lambeth,  North-Western,  Original  Alexander, 
Prince  of  Wales,  Peckham  Brothers,  Prince  Arthur, 
Queens,  Royal  George,  Rodney,  Rifle,  Royal  O, ak,  bt l 
Andrew’s,  St.  John's.  South  Hornsey,  South  London,  South 
Re  g-avia,  Sundial,  United  Brothers,  West  Ham  Biotheis, 
Wcstbourno  Park,  Ye  Pluckic  Perch.  ri„„i,„„„-ii 

Anglers'  Association,  Foresters  Hall,  Clcikenwcu- 
road,  Clcrkenwell,  E.C.-Thc  agreement  has  been  duly 
signed  for  the  renting  of  the  Enfield  Lock  fishery  (late 
Stowe’s)  for  the  exclusive  right  of  members  holding  privi¬ 
lege  tickets  from  the  Anglers’  Association.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  entered  into  with  C.  Coventry,  tor  our 
members  to  fish  the  Fox  and  Hounds  waters,  thus  giving 
them  the  right  of  fishing  from  Enfield  Lock  factory  to 
Flanders  Weir,  over  seven  miles  in  extent  (all  the  streams). 
Notice  to  Secretaries.  The  annual  audit  will  take 
nlace  in  a  few  days.  All  outstanding  accounts  must  bo 
laid  on  or  before  Monday,  March  30.-R.  GiiURNEY  sec 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List  °No  2 — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to 
Hie  Amicable  Waltonians  on  Monday,  the  15th,  and  was  a 
great  success,  twenty-five  clubs  being .represented.  The 
next  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  the  Brotheis  Well  Met 
Angling  Society  after  Easter.—  F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Ass  aeiation.— Southern  District  A  isiting 
t  j  ••t’ — The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  bo  to  the  Grange 
Angling  Society,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange-road,  S.E.,  on 

Wednesday  evening,  April  l.—W.  K.  ,  TT  ,, 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters  Hall, 
Clerkenwcll-road,  Clcrkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
1  beg  lo  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  one 
guinea  from  P.  Gcen  (President  of  the  Anglers  Association  , 
one  guinea  from  J.  J.  Mann  (Hyde  Hall,  Sawbridgeworth); 
live  shillings,  J.  Jennings,  Bostonian  Angling  Society; 
He  shillings,  T.  Poole,  Covcnt  Garden  Market;  2s.  6d„ 
W  W  Thomason  (West  Ham  Brothers',  annual  subscrip- 
t’ons  *  and  from  tho  Benevolent  Boxes  of  the  following 
angling  societies  :  .U  5s„  Brompton  ;  £1  2s  2 id.,  Battersea 
Friendly;  £1,  Ye  Pluckic  Perch;  €1,  Cambridge  1  rtendly; 
and  Gs.  2d.,  Patriotic.  The  committee  will  not  meet  on 
Good  Friday  evening.— R.  Giiurney.  , 

Allason  Pisaatorial  Society,  Golbornc  Liberal  Club, 
Portobollo-road,  Nolting-hill.— Our  Aveekly  meeting  took 
„laco  on  the  Lth  inst.  and  was  well  attended.  A  special 
nmetin^  is  ca'led  for  next  week,  and  the  season  over, 
hope  mem  be:  s  will  show  up  in  good  force,  as  the  dinner 
is  coming  on.  Another  member  proposed  last  week.— \\  . 

T\  T  ii  t  L’n  SOC 

Allas oa  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms.  Uxbridge-strcct,  Nolting-hdl  Gate,  \V.—  1  lie  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  above  society  met  on  the  17th  inst.  in  full  force, 
being  a  meeting  called  for  that  date,,  to  discuss  certain 
business  of  our  society,  v  iz.,  the  changing  of  our  meeting 
night  which  will  be  Monday  instead  of  1  uesday ;  clecl- 
iiv  a  committee,  ditto  chairman  ;  and  arranging  the 
nrfzes  for  the  forthcomingseason,  which  I  am  happy  to  say 
there  is  a  good  lot,  including  B.  Abrahams,  son.,  cup  under 
shale  fishing  rods,  winches,  &c.,  to  be  fished  lor.  M  e 
liave  room  for  a  few  more  members  to  join  us;  thesub- 
<  c  iptiou  is2Vd.  per  week,  an  1  no  back  arrears  are  forced  on 
new  members  ;  they  join  as  free  members  tor  L5.  ljcl.  Aftei 
lie  iring  our  delegates’ reports  from  headquarters  read,  it 
was  ultimately  agreed  by  our  committee  that  no  club 
prize  shall  be  taken  for  less  than  Hb.  of  fish,  not  joz. 
gudgeon  ;  hoping  all  other  clubs  may  follow  this  examph  . 
Our  audit  was  taken,  and  we  show  a  good  round  sum  in 
hand,  considering  this  society  onty  started  last  March,  1890. 
I  am  also  glad  to  inform  brother  anglers  that  our  Benevo¬ 
lent  box  is^  not  forgotten  amongst  our  brother  members. 
Secretaries  please  note  that  ^londaj  s  wi.l  1  c  our  meeting 

night  instead  of  Tuesday.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vcrc-strcct, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.-On  March  22  we  fish  for  three  con- 
solation  prizes  in  the  river  Lea  given  by  Mr.  G.  Barker, 
j  Whiston  and  J.  l’.iiles  ;  also  a  prize  given  by  Mr.  Dan 
Rich,  of  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  value  10s.  Od.  for  gross 
weight.  I  wish  to  remind  those  members  that  are  not 
clear  ou  the  books  that  next  week  is  limit  night,  J, 

Ratt  VS  KPC 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Sta"  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  next  Wednesday  is  general  meeting  night,  when 
I  trust  wo  shall  have  a  good  muster,  as  'here  is  some 
important  business  to  bring  forward.  Roll  call  at  9.30 
sharp.  All  fines  strictly  adhered  to.  I  may  say  we  pro¬ 
posed  three  new  members,  and  wo  arc  open  to  receive 
some  more.  Fees  for  working  members  arc. one  .shilling 
entrance  fee,  and  3s.  3d.  per  quarter,  which  includes 
secretary's  fee,  Anglers’  Benevolent  .Society,  cinncr  in 
summer,  and  supper  at  the  end  of  the  season  ;  honorary 
members.  Gs.  Id.  per  year,  including  privilege  ticket  and 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  I  trust  donors  of  prizes  will 
kindly  send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible,  as  our  distribution 
of  prizes  will  shortly  take  place.  On  Wednesday  next  it 
will  he  decided  when  our  annual  supper  will  take  place.— 
W.  H.  Potter,  sec.  , 

Amicable  Waltoniaa  Angling  Society,  the  bun, 
Great  Suiton-strcet,  Goswell-road.-On  Monday  last  the 
return  visit  of  the  No.  2  E  istorn  District  tooA  place  at  the 
above  house  and  proved  a  groat  success,  twenty-five  clubs 
answering  to  the  roll-call,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent,  the  following  gentlemen  adding  to  the  harmony 
of  the  evening  with  some  capital  songs  :-Mcssrs.  T.  Hake, 
Dodson,  Slaughter,  Smith.  Tate,  Sparrow,  Mitson,  and 
Jennings,  who  were  all  well  encored.  I  must  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  different  societies  for  their 
kind  attendance  on  that  evening.— E.  R.  Emuleton,  jun., 
secret  i\ry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Rridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— On  Wednesday  was  hold  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  society.  Members  are  kindly  re¬ 
minded  that  I  should  like  to  close  up  the  Conn  Testi¬ 
monial  Fund  by  Wednesday  next,  the  same  being  quar- 
toi  Jy  night,  so  I  hope  every  member  will  turn  up  and  clear 
1  lie  books  for  the  season.  Mr.  Shakcl  had  a  few  dace  on 
Salurday  last  from  the  Thames. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  visited  the  Lea  on  the  loth  inst.,  but  owing  to  the 


severe  weather  we  met  with  poor  success,  except  H.  Scutt, 
who  had  a  few  nice  roach.  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Harman 
were  duly  elected  working  members,  and  Mr.  \V.  Howell 
was  proposed  a  working  member. — J.  Tucker,  hon.  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.  W.— On  Tuesday,  March  1, 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge-will  read  a  paper  entitled  “  A  Sketch  ot 
tho  River  Woy.”  All  anglers  invited.  Chair  taken 
at  8.30.  The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  28. — George  Mumkord,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt  s  Head, 
Grange-road. — On  the  13th  instant,  Mr.  W.  Streeton,  one 
of  the  best  shows  of  specimen  roach  we  have  had  in  the 
club  this  season — viz.,  eleven  roach,  weighing  111b.  (>oz. 
Only  one  member  weighed  in  on  the  loth,  H.  Patman,  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  making  upwards  of  85lb.  of  roach 
weighed  in  the  club  by  Messrs.  Dodson,  J.  Smith,  W. 
Streeton  and  II.  Patman  since  the  9th  instant.  A.  Conn, 
secretary. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark  strect.— There  are  no  gigantic  captures  to  re¬ 
cord  this  week.  The  club  are  taking  the  advantage  of  the 
Lea  being  open  till  the  31st  inst.,  and  propose  to  fish  their 
last  match  on  tho  29th  inst.,  from  Rye  House  to  Brox- 
bournc.  The  prizes  and  conditions  will  bo  arranged  on 
Wednesday  evening  next.  Our  worthy  President,  Mr. 
Deplidge,  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  ot  the 
Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  March  21,  sec  Fishing  Gazette,  when  it  is  hoped  he 
will  receive  the  support  he  deserves.  Will  donors  ot 
prizes  for  next  match  kindly  send  them  on  as  soon  as 
possible  2— G.  11.  Howard.  .  ^  m 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — Several  of  our  members 
journey  cl  co  vn  to  Ware,  on  the  15th  inst.,  for  Mr.  Sheldrake 
and  Mr.  Fairticad’s  prizes  ;  but  not  a  member  got  a  fish. 
The  members  will  fish  for  the  same  prizes  on  March  22,  go 
where  you  like  on  tho  Lea,— D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. —The  following  have 
had  fish  : — Mr.  Bernard,  lib.  Gjoz. ;  West,  41b.  4ioz. ;  Clark, 
Gib.  14Joz. ;  Maya],  21b.  9joz. ;  Revett,  21b.  ljoz.  Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  meeting  night  to  declare  their 
prizes.— J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkley  Castle, 
Raharc-sti’ect,  Goswell-road.— On  the  8th  inst.  several  of 
our  members  went  out  for  two  prizes,  Mr.  Gunton  winning 
one  and  Mr.  Harris  the  other.  Mr.  Hill  had  the  most 
weight,  but  could  not  take  a  prize,  as  he  started  on  Satur¬ 
day  night.  Mr.  Udale  and  Mr.  Sutcliff  also  had  fish  on 
Thursday,  March  12.  Mr.  Horley  had  a  very  tine  show 
of  jack  and  roach,  largest  jack,  8lb.  15o.  Mr.  Field, 
on  the  15th  inst.,  won  our  daily  prize  with  roach 
and  dace  from  tho  Lea;  Mr.  Gunton.  also  had  roach  and 
dace.—  Hy.  Tame,  sec.  ,  ^ 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons 
Arms,  Titch  borne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— Our  return 
visit  on  the  11th  instant  was  very  successful.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  W.  Carter  as  vice-chair. 
Thirteen  clubs  were  represented.  Our  Benevolent  box 
being  opened  by  Mr.  Jennings  was  found  to  contain  twenty 
shillings.  I  beg  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  were 
present  for  their  kind  attendance. — W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Camden  A-Mgling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  llartland- 
road,  Kent  Eli  Town.— On  the  loth  inst.  Mr.  C.  Chapman 
finished  up  the  season  with  a  nice  show  of  dace,  lo  enable 
members  to  lake  advantage  of  the  Easter  holidays,  it  has 
been  decided  to  weigh  all  fish  taken  between  Good  Friday 
and  Monday  night.  Tho  concert  advertised  for  Monday, 
the  23rd,  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  tho  25th.— E.  T 
White,  see. 

Cierkeiiv/ell  and  District  United.— The  next  visit 
on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Metropolitan,  Winchester-street,  King's  Cross, 
on  Monday  next,  March  23. — T.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— Members  please  note  that  a  special 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  27,  at  half-past  eight  p.m.,  forarrangingannual 
dinner,  selection  of  prizes,  and  other  official  business.  All 
members  arc  particularly  requested  to  attend  punctually. 
Several  members  had  a  final  day,  but  with  no  success  at¬ 
tending  them.  Gmtcmcn  presen  i  g prizes v ilk  nllyfor 
ward  same  totlieseeretary  ortreasuLo,  early. — Ale  Evans, 
secretary. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  will 
give  a  reading,  entitled,  “  Some  Recollections  of  an  Old 
Angler,”  at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons’  Hall 
Tavern,  Masons-avenue,  E.C.,  on  the  24th  March,  at 
8  p.m.  All  anglers  aro  invited. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We  had  no  fish 
shown  on  the  loth.  The  members  will  fish  for  the  remain¬ 
ing  prizes  on  the  22nd  in  tho  Lea,  from  St.  Margaret’s 
Rridge  to  Ratty’s  Lock.— It.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Ratoman-street,  Soho,  W. — 1 Tuesday 
last  the  members  of  this  society  and  some  friends  who 
came  to  see  us,  were  very  much  interested  with  Mr.  Crump- 
lcn’s  reading,  entitled  “  Pulborough  and  its  Surround¬ 
ings,”  and  1  venture  to  say  in  this  journal  how  his  services 
were  appreciated  by  our  members,  who  wish  to  thank  him 
again  through  this  medium.  Mr.  Harding  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Pailes,  of  the  Alma  Angling  Society; 
and  1  am  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Harding  has  promised  to 
read  us  his  paper  some  time  in  April ;  details  later  on.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  being  spent  in  harmony,  Mr.  Slaughter 
was  in  rare  form,  and  gave  U3  throe  songs  well  rendered, 
which  pleased  everyone.  Signor  Joachim  Suseni,  the  well- 
known  fish  painter,  also  entertained  tho  company  with  a 
song  in  French.  A  hearty  voic  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Crump- 
lcn  and  the  chairman  brought  one  of  tho  pleasantest  of 
evenings  to  a  close.  I  might  mention  that  Mr.  Harding 
made  me  a  present  of  some  comical  pictures  in  angling, 
which  were  distributed  amongst  the  company.  Members, 
wc  must  get  to  business  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  a  lot  to 
do,  wc  have  had  all  .pleasure  lately;  please  attend  early 
and  oblige.— Snail 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road. — Our  return  visit  to  tho  Central  Association, 
which  took  place  on  the  16th  inst.,  was  a  success.  The 
following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  :— 
Messrs.  W.  Stretch,  Midson,  C.  Walling,  T.  Crokcr,  J. 
Orokcr,  Smith,  J.  Slauther,  and  G.  Taylor,  Tvvorccita 
lions  by  Mr.  Butler  were  much  appreciated.  When  the 
roll  was  called  at  11.30  p.m.  tho  following  twenty-one 
clubs  answered  Odds  and  Evens,  Camden,  Bostonians, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Independent  Brothers,  Burton, 
Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Alma,  Bloomsbury,  Ralston, 
Wenlock,  Anchor  and  Hope,  North-Western,  Little  Inde¬ 
pendent,  Funny  Folks,  Amicable  Brothers,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Seymour,  St.  John's  WooJ,  and  Islington 
Brothers.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and  many 
thanks  to  those  brother  anglers  who  kindly  came  up  and 


gave  us  their  support.  Wc  have  room  for  a  few  more 
members.— J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Tho  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  tripe  supper  on  Wednesday  evening 
last.  Mr.  F.  Heap  presided,  faced  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward. 
The  supper  was  placed  on  the  table  in  a  very  nice  manner 
by  our  kind  and  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  M.  Rogers,  and  was 
much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  After  tho  cloth  was  cleared 
the  party  went  in  for  harmony.  Tho  special  prizes  an 
nounccd  to  be  fished  for  onlthc  15th  and  18th  inst.  were 
not  taken.  They  will  be  competed  for  again  on  the  22nd 
and  25Lh  inst.  ;  same  conditions.— H.  B. 

Kinross-shire  Angling  Club.— The  annual  meeting 
of  this  club  was  held  in  tho  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on 
Monday  afternoon,  Mr.  R.  B.  Begg,  president,  in  the 
chair.  The  balance-sheet  having  been  submitted,  was 
found  very  satisfactory.  The  dates  of  tho  competitions, 
to  be  held  on  Loch  Levon,  were  fixed  as  under May  7, 
June  4,  July  2,  and  August  27.  The  Patrons’  prize  was 
also  fixed  to  be  competed  for  on  the  1st  of  September,  and 
the  competition  for  the  championship  on  2nd  September ; 
all  the  above  competitions  are  restricted  exclusively  to 
fly-fishing.  A  ballot  was  afterwards  taken  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  represent  the  club  at  the  National  Angling  Clubs 
Competition,  which  takes  place  on  the  3rd  of  June,  when 
Mr.  R.  15.  Smith,  Perth,  was  drawn.— Robert  R-  Laing. 

Lady  ot  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  163  Gold 
hawkuoad,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W.-Several  of  our  members 
were  in  at  the  death  last  Saturday  at  Richmond  and  other 
places,  and  although  swim  after  swim  was  tried,  wo  most 
of  us  drew  a  blank.  The  members  who  went  to  Hunting 
don  for  pike  did  much  better.  We  hope  next  wccTk  to  & 
in  a  position  to  publish  a  complete  list  of  our  prize  winners 
but  with  such  a  number  of  prizes,  careful  consideration 


°  HiuioLu,  va,iuL/  X.O  os. ,  Dv  Horace 
Darncllfi  being  run  very  close  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Parkhurst 

Master,  depicted  on  canvas,  will  be  on  “the lino”  at  onr 
annual  supper,  held  next  month,  and  should  stimulate 
other  members  to.  even  greater  exertions  next  season  than 
last,  iell  it  not  in  the  Bush  of  Shepherds,  but  “Farmer” 
informs  me  in  the  strictest  coi  fidence  that  he  means  mak¬ 
ing  a  Bupreino  effort  to  head  the  poll  this  season.  Good 
uck  to  him  !  Wo  shall  all  bo  pleased  to  see  him  draw  hS 
light  from  under  the  bushel,  and  show  us  what  he  reallv 
can  do  when  he  gets  tight  lines.-  Crystal  Hook  * 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pcntonvillc-road.-A  few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  had  no  sport.  I  hone  to 
sec  a  good  muster  of  friends  at  our  visit'on  Mondav  nevt 
on  the  Clerkcn  well  District  List.  Mr.  F.  Murray  and  Mr 
A.  Stanton  were  proposed  working  members  of  the  above 
society,  and  will  be  balloted  for  in  the  usual  way  at  our 
next  meeting.— W.  Watlino,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bed  ford-street,  Ampthiil-square,  N  W  —We  had 
a  nice  show  of  roach  on  the  22nd  inst.  bv  W  BifW 
121b.  8oz.  one  lib.  2oz.  Other  catches  not  brought  o'wingto 

inclement  weather.  W c  are  now  open  to  enrol  a  few  srood 
working  members  — W.  Brown,  see.  s 

Liverpool  .Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
—Our  last  week  s  meeting  was  well  attended.  Four  new 
members  were  elected  and  one  nominated.  It  was  decided 
to  have  the  usual  outing  to  the  river  Vyrnwy  on  Easter 
Monday  particulars  of  which  will  be  sent  to  each  member. 
Resolved  that  in  future  each  competitor  weigh  in  his  own 
fish.  No  creel  of  coarse  fish  of  less  than  lib.  weight  to  t  ake 
a  first  prize.  There  will  be  five  prizes  in  fishing  requisites 
such  as  the  winners  may  select.  Notice  of  motion  given 
by  Mr.  A.  II.  Hughes  that  five  objectors  to  the  election  of 
any  member  be  fatal.  In  consequenco  of  the  severe 
weather  our  outing  to  t  he  Kno  wslcy  water  on  the  l9th  inst 
was  a  comparative  failure.  That  was  a  good  likeness  of 
our  president  in  last  week’s  F.  G.  Let  us  have  a  good 
muster  on  the  \  yrnwy,  please.— R.  Woolf  all 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms  King 
Henry  s  Walk,  Halts  Pond-road,  N.— Our  usual  weeklv 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  nivcry  good  meeting  with  Mr  j 
Dyer,  president,  in  the  chair.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  loth,  but  owing  to  the  had  state  of  the 
weather  no  fish  were  taken  large  enough  for  our  range 
As  the  new  season  is  commencing  we  have  vacancies  for  a 
few  more  members.  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  c-  n 
have  full  particulars  any  Sunday  or  Tuesday  evening  — J 
Comber,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14 

South-street,  Lambeth.— On  the  8th  inst.  most  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  went  to  Chertsey,  but  were  most  unfortunate,  tho 
day  being  a  blank.  Ou  tho  10th  there  was  no  meetin°-  so 
as  to  enable  our  members  to  attend  the  visit  of  the  Batter¬ 
sea  1  liendly.  On  the  15th  we  had  a  very  good  muster  of 
members,  w  hen  a  good  deal  of  business  was  done  among 
which  prizes  were  offered  for  (he  coming  trout’ season 
\v  hen  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  our  members  will  succeed  in 
winning  them.  I  must  remind  members  that  subscriptions 
arc  now  due,  as  the  yearly  balance-sheet  will  be  made  up 
at  the  end  of  this  month,  and  I  want  to  clear  the  books  as 
soon  as  possible.— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon.  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Bevendcn-strcet,  East-road,  lioxton.— Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  v  ore  out  on  the  15th,  and  the  following  weighed  in  at 
the  club— Messrs.  Forster,  Moy,  Horscraft,  and  Hanison 
each  bringing  in  roach.— J.  CUTnnERT.  sec. 

Pride  of  Derby  Angling  Society. -At  the  ordinary 
meeting  ot  this  society  the  action  of  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board  was  freely  discussed.  It  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  boards  annual  meeting  that  they  have  resolved  to 
invite  other  fishery  boards  t,o  join  in  petitioning  Parliament 
to  allow  coarse  fish  to  be  included  with  salmon  and  trout, 
and  so  enable  theni  co  inflict  a  general  rod  licence  through- 
o\iu  hngland.  1  heir  action  has  caused  a  great  amount  of 
ill  fccli ng  against  them  ;  and  a  meeting  was  held  at  tho 
Clarendon  Hotel,  on  i  riday  last,  when  over  three  hundred 
anglers  were  represented.  Mr.  W.  Tunnicliffc  occupied 
the  chair.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  Trent  Board 
.practically  did  nothing  to  benefit  the  anglers,  improve  the 
rivers,  either  byrestocking,  or  by  preventing — or  endeavour¬ 
ing  so  to  do— the  grave  pollution  of  the  rivers,  which  was 
fast  depleting  them  of  fish.  Tho  whole- or  nearly  so— of 
the  Derwent  is  held  by  fishingclubs  who  employ  their  own 
bailiffs,  do  their  own  restocking,  and  generallyprotect  the 
anglei  s  rights ;  and  it  appears  to  be  a  piece  of  gross 
imposition  to  ask  the  working  men  anglers  to  pay  more  for 
the  already  scanty  returns  which  they  get.  A  resolution 
to  oppose  tho  board’s  action  was  agreed  to,  and  another 
meeting  is  to  ho  held  on  t  he  25th  instant,  to  which  all  anglers 
arc  invited.  The  Derby  Express,  in  a  leading  article  under 
"An  Anglers’  Grievance,”  says: — “Judging  from  the 
tone  of  the  meeting  a  few  evenings  ago  at  tho  Clarendon 
Hotel,  there  is  a  feeling  of  strong  opposition  to  the  sug¬ 
gestion  in  regard  to  coarse  fishing  mado  by  tho  Trent 
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Fishery  Hoard  at  their  recent  annual  meeting.  .  .  .  and  to 
impose  an  additional  shilling  license  on  a  class  of  anglers, 
who,  in  thi  s  district,  whatever  may  bo  the  case  in  other 
parts,  have  to  thank  the  Trent  Board  for  no  very  great 
boneflts.  Then,  agasn,  would  not  such  a  license  liavo  a 
tendency  to  diminish  the  number  of  anglers  ?'’  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  secretaries  of  angling  clubs  throughout 
England,  giving  their  opinion,  before  the  25th,  and  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  any  of  your  numerous  readers  will 
send  mo  the  address  of  the  Rev.  Cafferata.  Apologising 
for  occupying  so  much  of  your  space.—  Jno.  Hughes, 
hon.  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
grove. — Wo  wound  up  the  season,  Thames,  with  some  fine 
shows  of  roach  by  tho  following  members Porter, 
61b.  12oz.  ;  Robins,  101b.  5oz.;  with  a  small  jack  ;  Hayden, 
roach,  and  a  line  perch  from  Langley,  weighing  llb.101  oz., 
by  F.  Read.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  Lea  is  open 
to  them.— W.  B. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman- 
road,  North  Bow. — -I  have  to  report  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  in  our  little  club  on  tho  loth,  Mr.  Barclay  heading 
with  41b.  Will  you  kindly  insert  that  we  have  a  vacancy 
for  two  or  three  genuine  working  anglers  in  our  little  club, 
our  number  being  limited  to  twenty -five.— J.  Jones,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— Result  of  fishing  for  the  prizes  left 
over  from  the  previous  contest:— Mr.  Channer  took 
second ;  Mr.  H.  Mayo,  third.  The  fourth  and  fifth  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  in  the  Lea  on  tho  22nd.  Same  conditions 
as  previous.  No  doubt  if  the  wind  had  not  been  so  very 
boisterous  they  would  have  had  a  better  show  of  fish. 
Messrs.  Green  and  Brocken  have  beon  appointed  auditors 
for  the  past  quarter.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  March  21  the  members 
of  the  committee  are  requested  to  meet  here  at  eight  p.m. 
for  important  business.  Our  next  and  final  outing  for 
this  season  will  take  place  on  the  29th  inst.,  at  Ware, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  there  will  be  several 
good  prizes  to  fish  for.  Members  are  reminded  that  we 
weigh  in  from  tho  Lea  and  privato  waters  up  till  the  end  of 
March.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Grange  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange-road,  Ber¬ 
mondsey.  Due  notice  of  date  next  week.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Stoko  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve, 
Iloxton-strcet,  N.— Members  are  informed  that  the  com¬ 
petition  announced  to  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peveril,  on 
the  22nd  inst,  is  cancelled,  and  will  be  decided  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  on  the  Lea.  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  attended  our 
weekly  meeting  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  confirmed  my  pre¬ 
viously  expressed  opinion  with  regard  to  open  water,  that 
we  were  not  allowed  to  fish  anywhere  else  after  the  loth 
inst.— T.  Gretton. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— The  thirteenth  annual 
supper  of  this  society  took  place  on  Tuesday,  the  17th, 
when  thirty  members  sat  down  to  one  of  the  best  suppers 
this  society  has  ever  had.  After  supper  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  harmony  and  prize-giving.  And 
I  am  pleased  to  state  that  £17  more  was  added  to  the 
copper  kettle. — F.  T. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross.  —  We  had  a  very  poor  attendance  on  the 
17th  inst.,  Mr.  A-  Lyon  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Phillips. 
Several  important  items  were  got  through.  It  was  pro¬ 
posed  and  carried  that  the  books  be  cleared  by  Tuesday, 
April  28.  I  wish  to  remind  members  not  to  forget  to  show 
up  next  week.  Important  business.— D.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  am  sorry  to  say  we  ended  our 
year  very  poorly,  for  on'the  14th  only  two  members  went 
out,  and  only  one  of  them  returned  with  fish,  Mr.  F. 
Homer,  with  41b.  5oz.  of  dace.  Hoping  to  have  a  better 
season  next. — R.  Lowther,  sec. 

Ye  Pluckio  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— The  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
18th  inst.,  at  the  Earl  Derby,  King  Edward-road,  South 
Hackney,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair.  On  Wednesday  next, 
25th  inst.,  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms  will  read  a  paper  on  “  The 
Upper  Thames,”  at  8  p.m.,  Dr.  Alexander  (Editor  of  Flood 
and  Field)  in  the  chair.  Members  intending  to  join  tho 
Sea  Fishing  Club  outing  at  Easter,  at  Southsea,  must 
kindly  hand  in  their  names  not  later  than  Monday  next ; 
ladies  invited.  During  the  close  season,  the  meetings  will 
be  held  once  a  fortnight  instead  of  every  week.— H. 
Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


The  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Anglers 
and  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.— A  largely  attended 
meeting  of  the  anglers  frequenting  the  Derwent  and  Trent 
was  held  on  the  night  of  the  13th  inst.,  at  the  Clarendon 
Hotel,  Derby,  to  protest  against  the  proposed  levying  of  a 
general  rod  license  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  The 
Board  held  their  annual  meeting  in  the  Midland  town 
about  a  fortnight  ago,  when  Mr.  H.  Bromley,  a  Notts  con¬ 
servator,  carried  a  resolution  empowering  the  Board  to 
apply  to  Parliament  to  add  the  words  ‘‘coarse  fishing  ”  to 
the  Act  relating  to  tho  protection  of  salmon  and  trout. 
As  a  set-off  to  this,  the  meeting  under  notice  was  convened 
and  was  attended  by  delegates  representing  upwards  of 
three  hundred  anglers  in  the  district.  Mr.  W.  Tunnicliff 
(vice-president  of  the  Pride  of  Derby  Society)  presided,  and 
Mr.  Hughes,  the  hon.  secretary,  stated  that  the  proposed 
license  of  a  shilling,  or  whatever  it  might  be,  would  be  a 
great  hardship  on  all  anglers.  As  regarded  the  clubs 
which  used  the  Derwent,  tho  members  had  turned  the  fish 
in  themselves,  and  now  they  were  to  be  asked  to  pay  a 
license  for  catching  that  which  they  had  themselves  pur¬ 
chased.  He  did  not  think  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  had 
done  any  single  act  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  waters 
in  the  district,  or  the  quality  of  the  fish  found  in  them,  be¬ 
yond  the  expenditure  of  the  paltry  sum  of  £11  8s.  8d.  He 
looked  upon  the  latest  proposal  of  the  Board  as  a  great  im¬ 
position.— Mr.  Beardsley  said  that  when  the  Anglers'  Pro¬ 
tection  Association  was  formed  some  time  ago,  Mr. 
Eddowes,  the  clerk  to  the  Fishery  Board,  was  invited  to 
nttend  the  meeting,  and  ho  was  somewhat  severely 
handled.  He  could  not  help  thinking  now  that  it  was  a  case 
of  retaliation.  He  proposed,  “That  a  petition  be  drawn  up, 
praying  Parliament  to  refuse  to  entertain  the  application 
of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for  including  coarse  lisbing  in 
the  Act  for  sain  o  i  and  trout,  and  so  empower  them  to 
impose  a  rod  license.”— Mr.  T.  Hayes  seconded  tho  resolu¬ 
tion,  which  was  unanimously  carried.— Mr.  Walker  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  angling  societies  in  Nottingham  and  the 
district  should  be  communicated  with  on  tho  subject,  and 
that  the  Anglers’  Protection  Association  should  also  take 
it  in  hand.— Other  meetings  on  the  question  will  shortly  be 
held. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tho  Thames. 

, ,  To  flnd  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  timo  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

40  ,,  „  Putney. 

Add-(  45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-(  80 

smith. 

.50  „  ,,  Barnes. 


("55  min. 
75 


V.85 


for  Kew. 

,,  Richmond. 
,,  Twicken¬ 
ham. 


v°o  »  ,,  Barnes.  1,85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London 

Morning. 

21  . 11.40  .. 

22  .  0.15  .. 

23 .  1.  5  .. 

21 .  1.44  .. 

25  . 2.16  .. 

26  .  2.43  .. 

27 . 3.12  .. 


Saturday, 

Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


Mar. 


Bridge. 

Evening. 


0.42 

1.25 
2.  0 
2.29 
2.58 

3.25 


The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  There 
has  been  few  endings  of  a  general  angling  season  of  a  more 
miserable  character  than  the  ono  which  terminated  on 
Saturday  last.  As  in  the  case  of  the  “  opening  day  ”  there 
are  always  anglers  who  make  a  point  of  wetting  their  lines 
on  the  “  closing  day,”  and  if  any  of  them  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance  this  year,  there  was  every  excuse  for  their 
absence.  Still  as  it  will  be  seen  in  reference  to  the  Staines 
there  were  some  of  the  clients  of  John  Keene,  jun.,  who  in 
spite  of  unfavourable  weather,  kept  up  to  the  finish  and 
made  some  good  records  amongst  the  chub.  There  are  few 
fishermen  more  energetic  and  enterprising  than  this  one, 
apd  in  his  weekly  returns  he  invariably  gives  the  names 
of  his  customers,  from  some  of  whom  being  personal 
friends  of  mine,  I  have  been  able  to  authenticate  the  truth¬ 
ful  nature  of  his  reported  results.  This  is  as  it  should  be 
and  then  the  charge  of  doublf ulness  would  be  upset.  There 
are  others  who  do  the  same  thing  whose  reports  in  con¬ 
sequence  I  highly  value  and  appreciate  as  the  name  of  the 
angler  gives  credence  and  character  to  the  returns.  I  hope 
if  I  am  spared  another  season  to  have  this  carried  out  more 
extensively.  Some  three  or  four  week  ago  I  gave  the 
result  of  one  of  tho  systematic  examinations  of  takes 
amongst  the  bank  anglers  between  Kingston  and  Rich¬ 
mond  as  not  one  unsizeablc  fish  was  found  amongst  them, 
and  although  this  was  perfectly  correct,  and  1  speak  of  it 
to  their  credit,  I  have  since  heard  that  one  of  that  class 
on  the  day  referred  to  having  caught  a  trout  of  lib.  scent 
the  keepers  were  about,  quietly  walked  away  over  Kin"s- 
ton  Bridge  taking  the  unseasonable  fish  with  him.  The 
man  was  not  known  to  the  other  anglers  who  saw  him 
take  it,  but  I  have  the  assurance  he  was  not  a  club  man. 
I  was  sorry  that  a  very  severe  bilious  attack  on  Tuesday 
last  prevented  my  dining  with  the  Gresham  Anglers 
especially  a3  I  was  one  amongst  the  first  batch  of  hon. 
members  made  on  the  establishment  of  the  society,  and  on 
this  occasion  I  was  more  than  commonly  anxious  to  be 
there.  It  was  to  me  a  great  disappointment.  My  old  and 
valued  friend  Mr.  Sachs  reads  a  paper  there  next  week, 
and  I  must  try  and  have  what  his  experiences  are  as  an 
old  practical  angler.  The  usual  custom  of  examining  the 
contents  of  punts  on  the  first  day  of  t  ie  close  season  between 
Staines  and  Richmond  has  been  carried  out  in  all  integrity 
by  the  head  river-keeper,  William  Douglas,  and  his 
assistant  John  Davit,  and  in  the  official  report  it  is  stated 
they  found  all  clear.  These  men  are  entitled  to  very  much 
credit  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  unitedly  dis¬ 
charge  their  duties,  and  in  my  thirty-three  years  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  preservation  of  the  fishing.  1  never  found 
men  to  work  better  or  more  faithful  in  carrying  out  any 
instructions  given  to  them.  I  can  only  give  this  week  in 
the  way  of  angling  results  some  of  the  finals  to  the  end  of 
the  season,  and  some  additional  items  that  came  too  late 
for  last  week,  but  I  hope  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes 
more  sunny  and  genial  to  give  some  indications  of  the 
prospects  of  “the  opening  day  ”  of  the  trout  season  now 
within  easy  reach  of  a  commencement.— B. 

Richmond.— Job  Brain,  sen.,  has  a  total  of  421b.  of  roach 
and  dace:  Job  Brain,  junr.,  351b. ;  Henry  Howard,  401b., 
and  II.  Marshall,  401b. ;  II.  Wheeler  in  one  day,  twelve 
dozen,  and  Christopher  Brown  in  three  days  241b. 

Twickenham.— C.  Brown,  has  a  total  result  of  181b.,  and 
four  bream  ;  George  Chamberlain,  twenty-seven  dozen : 
Richard  Coxen,  511b. ;  John  Coxen,  401b, ;  George  Coxen, 
301b. ;  Pert  Ilammcrton,  301b.  ;  and  John  Spong,  821b.  J. 
Dunn  in  two  days,  eleven  dozen  ;  A.  Ilammcrton  in  two 
days,  151b.  and  two  bream  ;  and  F.  Wiggins  in  one  day  161b. 

Teddington.— C.  Baldwin,  in  two  days,  twelve  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Baldwin  in  three  days  twenty-one 
dozen ;  and  B.  Stevens  in  two  days  161b.  and  one  jack.  The 
bank  anglers  did  well  amongst  the  roach  and  dace. 

Walton.— One  of  the  bank  anglers  caught  a  barbel  of 
9>jlb. 

Staines.  —  John  Keene,  jun.,  reports  he  closed  tho 
season  with  some  good  sport  amongst  the  chub  one  day 
with  Mr.  Newbury,  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  who 
caught  fifteen  nice  chub  from  lib.  to  41b.  each,  and  one  and 
a  half  doz  of  roach,  and  another  day  with  Mr.  Wilson  of  the 
Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  who  got  twenty-seven 
chub  from  lib.  to  2jlb.  each. 

Upper  Thames.— The  Thames  angling  season  of  1890-1 
is  past  and  gone,  and  few  anglers  I  opine  will  regret  the 
disease  of  a  disappointing  nine  month  abortion,  for  what 
with  steam  launches,  riparian  obstructionists,  and  three 
months’ frost  and  snow,  Thames  anglers  have  had  little 
chance  of  shaking  hands  with  themselves,  or  congratula¬ 
ting  one  another  on  decent  sport.  The  river  as  I  write  is 
bank-high  with  snow-water,  but  is  gradually  dropping 
down,  so  with  the  fine  weather  and  “just  a  little  sunshine,” 
something  should  be  attempted,  and  something  done  with 
trout  when  the  season  opens  on  the  1st  of  April.— Marlow 
Buzz. 

Thames  (Oxford).— I  have  seen  no  mention  of  a 
pretty  brace  of  pike  taken  on  March  1st  by  John  Chivers, 
at  Sand  ford  Pool,  weight  12jlb.  and  II  jib.  On  March  7th 
William  Ilowkins  and  T.  Collins  fishing  near  Witham, 
Oxford  had  five  jack,  respectively  1311b.,  121b..  8llb.  51b.  and 
4ilb.;  the  three  largest  were  on  view  at  Mr.  Haymans, 
fishmonger,  Market-street,  Oxford.— Jack. 


Thames  (Windsor).— These  anglers  who  were  not  de¬ 
terred  by  the  recent  snowfall  from  having  a  farcwoll  run 
over  their  favourito  haunts  on  tho  last  two  days  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  now  closed,  were  well  rewarded. 
1  he  New  Albion  Piscatorial  competion  for  chub  was  won 
from  the  Windsor  water,  by  Mr.  Newbury,  who  brought 
the  canny  young  keeno  from  Staines,  and  made  a  nice 
basket  of  201b.,  the  best  fish  being  a  handsome  fellow  of 
41b.  6oz.  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  in  the  same  water,  with  Keene, 
having  the  next  day  twenty -seven  fish,  largest  about  211b. 
Master  J.  Hornby,  of  Eton  College,  a  young  enthusiast, 
also  had  four  chub,  largest  211b.  Roach  did  not  feed  well, 
tho  best  baskets  being  sixteen  fish,  by  Mr.  H.  Grove  of 
Slough  and  twelve  by  Mr.  C.  Smith,  of  Windsor.  Several 
jack  were  taken,  one  angler  having  seven  fish  from  the 
Windsor  Weir  stream,  largest,  611b.  The  river  now  is  very 
high  and  thick,  but  if  no  rain,  should  be  in  line  condition 
for  the  opening  day  of  the  trout  season,  which  com¬ 
mences  April  1  next.  At  the  committee  meeting  of 
the  Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  held  at  that 
old  piscatorial  hostelry,  the  New  Inn,  Eton,  on  the  16th 
inst.,  eight  new  members  were  elected,  and  the  first 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  won  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  during  the  past  season  decided  on  to  take  place  at 
7.30  p.m.  on  the  25th  inst.  A  meeting  of  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society  took  place  at  the 
Bridge  House  Hotel,  Eton,  on  the  17th  inst.,  when  a  letter 
was  read  from  Ford,  of  Caistor,  explaining  delay  in  for¬ 
warding  the  society’s  perch  order,  which  may  arrive  any 
moment,  and  will  at  once  be  distributed  in  waters  suit¬ 
able.— B.  R.  Bainbridge. 

Chichester. — At  last  coarse  fishing  is  at  an  end.  The 
final  day  was  cold  and  cheerless,  yet  many  anglers  were  in 
at  the  death,  and  roach  in  most  districts  were  feeding  as  if 
they  knew  that  no  more  ground  baiting  would  fall  to  their 
lot  for  a  few  months  to  come.  At  Chichester  Canal,  Mr. 
Paul  Bedford  and  Mr.  Wright  secured  some  dozens  of 
roach,  a  few  good  fish  among  them.  On  the  Upper  Ouse, 
chub  and  roach,  with  a  few  pike  up  to  6ilb  ,  were  taken ; 
and  in  the  lower  tidal  water  some  good  roach.  On  the 
Adur,  dace  and  roach  afforded  sport,  and  as  this  is  a  tidal 
water,  fly  fishermen  who  have  not  the  entree  of  trout 
waters  will  find  dace  fishing  a  good  substitute.  Smelt  and 
flat  fish  give  sport  in  the  harbours,  but  warmer  weather  is 
needed  to  render  sport  remunerative  and  enjoyable.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— The  small  flood  I  reported 
last  week  soon  ran  off,  and  did  but  little  good,  except  to 
enable  some  water-bound  kelts  to  take  themselves  off  to  the 
sea,  and  since  then  we  have  had  nothing  but  easterly 
winds,  with  warm  sunshine,  and  far  too  little  water  to  give 
a  chance  for  much  sport ;  even  a  share  of  the  snow  com¬ 
plained  of  in  the  south  of  England  would  have  been 
welcome  to  our  anglers.  However,  on  Saturday  night  last 
and  during  a  part  of  Sunday  the  wind  veered  to  the  south¬ 
west,  and  brought  about  ten  hours’  steady  rain,  which  has 
been  of  much  service ;  some  good  baskets  were  made  on 
Monday.  At  time  of  writing  tho  wind  is  back  to  the  east, 
with  bright  sunny  weather,  and  the  water  again  low.  Sea 
Fishing.— The  east  wind  has  made  the  sport  on  this  coast 
very  bad ;  the  best  thing  to  do  is  get  the  boats  painted  and 
all  gear  overhauled.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  dull,  with  a  north 
wind.  No  rods  out  to  our  knowledge,  though  no  snow.  If 
no  change,  trout  should  be  on  the  forage  for  food  before 
Easter.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— There  has  been  a  sudden 
and  thorough  thaw  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  result  of 
which  is  a  great  flow'  in  the  river.  During  the  last  few 
days  there  has  been  a  continuous  and  sweeping  fresh.  It 
has  come  on  none  too  soon,  for  there  were  many  hundreds 
of  salmon  and  salmon  trout  waiting  to  go  down  to  the  sea. 
In  some  of  the  pools  there  were  fish  far  advanced  in  disease" 
and  not  a  few  of  them  were  gaffed  out,  and  destroyed 
before  the  fresh  came  on.  It  is  a  relief  to  all  concerned  in 
the  river  fishery,  that  such  an  abundance  of  fine  fish  have 
been  able  to  get  dowm  to  the  sea  at  such  a  convenient  time 
—John  J.  Jackson. 

Leicester.— The  weather  during  the  wind  up  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season  was  very  disappointing,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  anglers  fishing  the  canal  and  back¬ 
waters  at  Aylestone,  one  could  easily  have  imagined1 
that  the  sport  wras  alread  closed  long  before  the  16th 
was  reached.  In  the  majority  of  instances  small  catches 
were  the  only  reward.  In  a  basket  taken  by  W.  G 
Iliffe  was  a  fine  roach  lib.  12oz.  Unfortunately  this  was 
the  best  fish  that  was  landed  from  the  Leicester  Society’s 
Water  during  the  (closing  two  days.  Tho  season  has 
been  very  tame  for  this  class  of  sport  for  a  long  period. 
Although  the  season  for  trout  fishing  opens  in  February 
anglers  do  not  usually  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
until  about  April,  when  the  fish  begin  to  get  into  con¬ 
dition.  A  brace  or  two  that  were  taken  this  week  were 
very  backward,  the  severe  winter  doubtless  having  had 
the  effect  of  keeping  them  from  getting  into  condition 
at  the  usual  time. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  in  angling  order,  but  there  is  snow  in  them.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable,  and  snow  and  rain  have  been 
had,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  colour  of  the  water  to  any 
great  extent.  The  fish  have  been  rising  at  the  fly.  The 
flies  used  are  the  Cow  Dung,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and 
February  Red,  but  fishing  has  been  quiet.  Sport  will  be 
good  when  the  weather  gets  warmer,  the  trout  being  in 
fine  condition  in  them.  The  Pinsley  is  clear,  but  littlo 
fishing  in  it  yet.— G  wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  have? 
been  but  slightly  affected  by  the  going  away  of  the  snow, 
yet  the  weather  keeps  very  cold,  Avith  northerly  and 
easterly  Avinds,  and  the  appearance  of  more  snow  to  fall. 
As  soon  as  it  becomes  more  genial  trout  Avill  be  feeding  on 
February  Rod,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cow-dung. 
The  March  Brown  is  due,  and  should  be  added  if  observed 
on  tho  Avater.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— The  river,  otving  to  the  heavy 
fall  of  snow  has  not  been  in  pity  for  the  {lover  of  the  rod. 
Very  little  has  been  done  in  tho  way-of  angling.  The  fishing 
in  the  Medway  during  the  past  season  has  been  on  the 
Avholc  favourable.  There  has  been  some  excellent  creels 
of  fish  taken  during  the  season,  notably  at  Watcringburv 
an  old  angling  friend  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  had 
some  fine  sport  Avith  the  bream  and  roach  ;  in  the  Maid¬ 
stone  pen  there  have  been  some  fine  creels  of  roach  and 
bream,  and  some  few  good  carp  were  taken  in  August.  On 
the  Avhole  sport  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  practical 
angler.— W.  Siirumbsole. 

Nene  (Northamptonshir3).-We  haA-e  had  a  little  rain' 
since  my  last,  and  the  water  is  still  rather  discoloured.  A 
few  pike  have  beon  taken,  but  not  over  101b.  Some  good 
angling  has  been  enjoyed  by  a  few  favoured  individuals 
on  private  water  near  Wellingborough.  On  Saturday  two 
Peterborough  anglers  visited  Wansford,  but  pike  were  off 
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the  feed,  and  the  results  were  nil.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Peterborough  Town  Council,  a  memorial  was  presented, 
signed  by  211  persons  interested  in  the  state  of  the  rivers, 
urgently  requesting  the  Council  to  interfere  in  defence  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Nene.— W.  J. 

Norfolk  Rivers  and  Broads.— Within  the  past  week 
some  very  nice  size  jack  have  been  caught  on  several  of 
our  preserved  Broads;  the  largest  scaled  221b.  The  same 
day  I  saw  two  caught  by  Professor  Day,  one  weighed 
141b.,  and  the  other  121b.;  and  from  Barton  Broad  I  heard 
of  one  a  few  days  after  which  weighed  161b.  A  fair  num¬ 
ber  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  in  waters  connected 
with  the  Yarc,  but  I’ve  heard  of  nothing  weighing  more 
than  121b.  Of  course  the  vast  expanse  of  water  on  the 
Broads  connected  with  the  Bure,  Ant,  andThurne  explain 
the  reason  the  pike  live  to  get  so  much  heavier,  as  they 
haunt  the  part  of  a  Broad  for  years  before  the  unlucky 
(for  them)  day  arrives  which  settles  their  size  and  weight. 
Pike  are  very  backward  in  spawning  this  season,  as 
might  be  expected  after  the  late  severe  winter.  I  expect 
to  hear  of  some  more  full  fish  being  caught  during  the  re¬ 
maining  days  of  March.— Robert  Moll. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— G.  F.  Weaver,  secretary  of 
the  G.  E.  It.  Angling  Society,  caught  on  the  8th  inst.  161b. 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  on  the  15th  a  gentleman  staying  at 
the  Ram  Hotel  caught  a  pike  weighing  131b.,  and  it  has 
been  sent  Mr.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  to  bo  set  up.  A 
native  of  this  place  caught  fourteeen  perch, weighing  101b., 
on  the  8th. 

Ouse  (Yorkshire)  and  Tributaries.— The  melting  of 
the  snow  on  the  hills  has  tended  to  hinder  the  sport  of  the 
closing  days  of  the  coarse  fisherman’s  season,  and  what 
seemed  a  good  prospect  has  turned  out  almost  a  blank. 
The  rivers  here  are  running  a  yellow  mixture  of  snow¬ 
water  and  mud.  Several  members  of  the  York  Club  have 
been  out  on  the  splendid  pike  waters  of  the  Derwent  and 
Pocklington  canal,  but  with  only  moderate  results ;  and  on 
the  canal— with  the  exception  of  two  fish,  01b.  and  61b.  each 
— many  were  returned  to  the  water  as  unsizable.  I  hear  of 
a  splendid  roach  being  killed  on  the  Ouse  with  rod  and 
line  near  to  Poppleton  Bridge,  which  turned  the  scale  at 
21b.  2oz.,  and  is  being  set  up.  The  trout  fishing  of  this 
district  does  not  become  general  until  about  the  1st  of 
April,  and  few  fly-fishermen  have  yet  been  out  in  the 
streams  of  the  North  and  East  Ridings,  where  good 
prospects  are  anticipated.  Anglers  here  are  looking 
forward  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association,  to  be  held  in  York  soon,  when  I  hear 
the  all-important  subject  of  netting  in  the  Ouse  will  again 
be  brought  forward.— Ronald. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  cold  weather  continues, 
and  few  anglers  have  been  at  the  water  side.  Of  these 
none,  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  successful ;  in  fact 
Perkins  is  the  only  fisherman  whom  I  have  heard  of 
taking  trout  since  the  opening  of  the  season.— Piscator. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).-On  account 
of  the  severity  of  the  weather  during  the  past  week, 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill  here.  Two  members  of  the 
Izaak  Walton  club  took  a  nice  jack  each  with  the  live  bait, 
but  I  have  heard  of  no  other  fish  being  taken.  Rain  is 
falling  heavily  now,  which  will  clear  the  snow  water  out 
of  the  river,  and  with  warmer  weather  should  improve 
sport.— Field  wing. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  in  order 
for  fishing,  being  a  nice  colour  and  suitable  for  either  fly 
or  bottom  fishing.  The  snow  at  the  end  of  last  week  soon 
disappeared  and  rain  followed,  but  it  made  no  difference 
to  the  water.  The  weather  lias  been  milder,  but  rain 
still  threatens.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better,  and 
have  rose  at  the  Blue  Dun,  Cow  Dung,  February  Red,  and 
March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  with  the  worm  has  been 
successful.  On  Monday,  Mr.  R.  Smith  landed  four  brace 
of  fine  trout,  and  Mr.  H.  Brooks  took  some  nice  fish  with 
the  fly  near  the  new  bridge.  The  Ony,  Corrie  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  order.  From  the  Corve  on  Monday, 
Mr.  I.  Bishop  took  a  pike  71b.  weight.  The  Ony  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  are  quiet  as  yet.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  is  in  order  for  angling. 
The  late  snow  has  disappeared  and  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  has 
been  had,  which  has  improved  the  water.  The  fish  have 
been  rising  better  at  the  fly,  but  there  has  been  but  few 
anglers  out  on  the  water,  the  weather  having  been  so 
changeable.  Sport  has  been  had,  bottom  fishing  and  with 
the  Blue  Dun  and  Cow  Dung,  but  no  large  baskets  have 
been  taken.  The  Red  Glyre  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. 
Sport  in  them  quiet  until  the  weather  gets  warmer.— 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Coarse  fishing  closed  under  adverse 
meteorological  circumstances,  the  concluding  days  being 
devoted  by  the  piscatorials  to  the  pursuit  of  specimen 
fish,  and  from  the  Muskham  Water,  Messrs.  Baguley  and 
Wilson  secured  a  few  excellent  chub,  and  from  the  Devon 
Mr.  G.  Green  weighed  in  a  brace  of  splendid  dace.  The 
season  just  closed  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  low 
condition  of  the  Trent  and  the  dirty  state  of  its  bod 
during  the  summer,  and  the  long  continued  frost  of  the 
winter,  and  anglers  can  sing  its  requiem  without  regret. 
Salmon  have  shown  in  the  rapids  below  Averham  weirs 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  but  the  bleak  north-east 
winds  prevent  anglers  from  giving  the  spinner  a  trial.— 
Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Our  anglers  had  not  a  very 
favourable  day  for  the  closing  of  the  coarse  fish  angling 
season.  Nevertheless,  a  large  number  patronised  the 
various  reaches,  and  in  a  few  instances  chub  of  goodly  pro¬ 
portions  were  caught  with  bullock’s  pith  and  brains.  More 
activity  than  usual  was  displayed  at  Shardlow,  but  here 
of  late  the  fish  have  bitten  very  badly.  A  few  perch  and 
chub  were  got  on  the  closing  day,  and  those  who  were  out 
saw  the  first  salmon  of  the  season.  Sundry  fresh-run  fish 
had  taken  possession  of  the  “Long  Swim,”  and  no  “salmon 
swim,”  and  it  was  agreed  they  would  quickly  be  tried  for. 
Mr.  J.  Minion,  of  the  Bowling  Green  Inn  Society,  weighed 
in  a  very  fine  dace  of  9i oz.,  which  takes  the  first  prize  in  the 
competition.  Well  done  Joseph!  On  Tuesday  the  river 
rose  a  few  inches,  and  the  weather  appeared  very  unsettled, 
rain  falling  heavily  at  intervals.  —  Tiie-Man-at-the- 
Clubs. 

Tyne  (Hexham).— The  honour  of  first  kill  by  the  rod 
on  the  river  Tyne,  must  be  accorded  to  Mr.  Barnett, 
By  well  Hall,  a  splendid  salmon,  of  941b.,  new  run.  We 
have  had  a  good  flood  of  melted  snow  and  rain.  On 
March  16,  the  water  register  board  at  Wylam,  6  ft.,  2  in., 
deduct  1  ft.  7  in.,  summer  level ;  and  you  have  the  thick¬ 
ness  of  the  flood  to  give  you  a  more  correct  idea  of  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  river  (in  flood)  the  Tyne  at  Wylam 
Bridge  will  be  about  109  yards  in  width.  Now,'  Mr. 
Editor,  I  am  extremely  glad  to  tell  you,  that  every  or 
nearly  every  angler  in  Hexham  has  a  desire  to  see  a  good 
anglers’  club  established  in  Hexham,  but  no  one  seems  to 
have  the  courage  to  call  a  meeting.  Why  is  this  ?  It  ought 
not  to  be  in  Hexham,  a  market  town  ;  take  an  example 
rom  Haydon  Bridge,  that  little  pleasant  summer  resort, 


seven  miles  farther  up  on  the  South  Tyne,  where  they 
have  a  good  club,  and  a  good  balance  ;  and  wisely  going  to 
use  a  portion  of  their  balance  to  augment  and  cross  the 
stock  in  the  river,  by  introducing  fresh  blood.  The  sooner 
the  Hexhamonians  make  a  move  and  try  the  sooner  they 
will  have  a  club. — Unefeear. 

Welland  (Deeping  St.  James).— Some  good  pike  have 
this  season  been  taken  from  the  Welland.  On  Tuesday 
last,  a  Nottingham  angler  down  on  a  fishing  trip,  captured 
a  fine  specimen  in  the  ballast  pits  at  Market  Deeping. 
This  pike  was  in  splendid  condition  and  bumped  the 
balance  of  251b.  Tt  was  seen  by  several  local  anglers  on 
the  platform  of  the  Great  Western  station,  Peterborough, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Nottingham  train,  and  created 
quite  a  sensation.— J.  Wooton. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The 
weather  continues  very  cold,  with  snow  on  the  hills,  and, 
although  we  have  had  a  welcome  rise  in  the  water,  the 
trout  don’t  rise,  and  won’t  do  until  we  have  warmer 
weather.  A  few  salmon  were  taken  last  week,  notwith¬ 
standing.  -H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  twro  brace  of  good  sized  trout,  caught  by  a  local 
angler  on  Saturday  last,  fishing  is  now  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  another  fall  of  snow,  followed  by  rain  and 
westerly  weather;  so  wo  must  be  content  to  wait  for 
another  week  at  least.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— The  late  rains  have  done  the 
river  much  good  from  an  angling  point  of  view.  The  old 
kelts  have  been  going  down  to  the  sea  ingreat  nu  mbers,  and  a 
fair  number  of  new'  fish  have  worked  up  during  the  flush. 
A  number  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  Little  Blue 
and  March  Brown  this  week.  Their  condition  has  much 
improved  during  the  last  fortnight,  and  good  sport  is 
expected  during  the  next  few  days.— J.  C. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— During  the  past  week  trouting  has  been 
carried  on  with  fairly  good  results,  both  with  the  fly  and 
ground  bait.  The  stormy  weather  made  the  snow  melt  on 
the  mountains,  which  caused  a  freshet  in  the  river  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  of  about  two  feet.  With  the  ground-bait  some 
heavy  baskets  were  taken.  A  great  number  of  kelts  were 
noticed  making  their  way  to  the  sea,  and  the  river  will  also 
be  free  of  a  quantity  of  dead  salmon  which  were  strewn 
about  its  bod  and  banks.  The  salmon  season  begins  on 
April  2. 

Scotoh  Reports. 

Berriedale  (Duke  of  Portland’s).— The  net  salmon 
fishing  at  Berriedale  has,  since  its  opening  (February  11), 
done  better  than  for  a  number  of  years  past,  upwards  of 
eight  boxes  having  been  got  to  the  end  of  last  week.  The  fish 
give  an  average  weight  of  91b.,  and  as  a  rule  are  very 
handsome.  Although  some  fish  must  have  taken  the 
river,  we  have  not  heard  of  any  being  captured  as  yet. 
The  net  fishing  is  rented  to  Mrs.  Dunbar,  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  W.  Dunbar,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Oban. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Angling  was  entirely  suspended 
last  week  till  Friday  and  Saturday,  -when  a  few  stray  casts 
were  got  towards  the  middle  of  the  afternoons.  A  great 
improvement,  however,  has  now  taken  place,  the  weather 
is  much  fresher,  and  a  good  few  fish  are  being  g;ot.  On  the 
Invercauld  Arms  water  Mr.  Muller  had  two  fish  of  101b. 
and  111b.  respectively ;  while  Mr.  John  Sturton  landed  two 
on  the  Glenmuick  water,  of  711b.  and  81b.  On  the  Carlogie 
water,  Scott,  keeper,  landed'  two  on  Monday,  and  one  on 
Tuesday,  of  81b.,  81b.  and  71b.;  while  C.  Gill  had  one  of  81b. 
on  the  Ballogie  water ;  and  Mr.  Wharton,  one  of  71b.  on 
Monday  on  the  Borrowstone  water.  On  the  Woodend 
water,  Mr.  FarncU  Watson  landed  two  on  Monday  of  81b. 
and  101b.,  and  one  on  Tuesday  ;  while  several  were  got  on 
the  Blackhall  and  lower  sections,  but  details  are  not  yet  to 
hand.  Although  there  is  a  decided  improvement  all  over, 
yet  the  prospects  are  far  from  encouraging.  A  large 
quantity  of  snow  has  been  deposited  in  the  Oorries,  so  that 
fairly  round  waters  may  be  looked  for  when  the  freshet  sets 
in.— Deesider. 

Daveron  (Banffshire).— In  the  end  of  last  week  the 
weather,  which  has  been  the  worst  for  some  years  back, 
changed,  and  it  is  now  dry  and  sunshiny.  Except  in  the 
upper  districts  in  the  country,  the  snow  has  disappeared, 
the  river  being  in  fine  volume.  Although  salmon  are 
running  in  fair  numbers,  very  few  are  being  taken  in  the 
nets  on  the  river  by  the  net  fishermen.  On  the  coast 
stations  the  nets  are  now  in  working  order,  and  fish  are 
drawing  nearer  to  the  land.  Several  of  the  nets  produced 
as  many  as  six  in  one  day,  and  the  takes  on  the  whole  are 
showing  a  decided  improvement.  The  number  of  boxes 
consigned  to  the  London  markets  since  Wednesday  last 
was  four,  three  less  than  that  for  the  corresponding  week 
last  year.  The  salmon  continues  of  an  average  weight  of 
101b.  to  121b.,  the  heaviest  fish  not  exceeding  201b.  On  the 
Gardenstown  coast  the  fishings  are  more  productive.  Fair 
hauls  have  been  got  daily  from  the  nets,  and  for  the  week 
six  boxes  were  sent  to  the  markets.  This  station  is 
situated  about  eight  miles  east  of  the  Deveron.  Very  few 
diseased  fish  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  river,  and  the  quality 
on  the  whole  is  first  class.  Good  prices  are  being  obtained. 
Salmon  are  sold  at  one  shilling  and  ninepence  per  pound 
locally,  but  the  returns  from  the  markets  are  a  good  deal 
higher.  Anglers  are  only  enjoying  but  middling  sport. 
Trout  are  in  abundance,  and  salmon  are  also  plentiful  in 
most  of  the  pools,  but  very  shy.  When  the  water  settles 
down  and  becomes  a  little  clearer  anglers’  prospects  will 
be  brighter.— H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Almost  a  whole  week  of 
terrible  frost,  together  with  a  wind  which  chilled  one 
almost  to  the  bone,  and  with  the  natural  consequences 
following  of  the  river  being  frozen  over  at  many  places, 
made  angling  anything  but  a  pleasant  task.  Still,  not  a 
day  passed  but  a  trial  was  made  by  one  of  the  anglers 
—Mr.  Briscoe— and  it  is  but  just  to  say  of  him  that  he 
showed  great  pluck  and  perseverance  in  going  out  during 
the  very  worst  days,  and  was  on  each  occasion  rewarded 
with  a  fish,  but  on  several  occasions  he  had  to  break  the 
ice  before  he  could  cast  a  line.  Since  then  the  weather 
has  improved,  being  milder,  but  no  general  thaw  has  yet 
taken  place  ;  the  fish  is  again  improving  as  the  report  will 
show.  On  Tuesday,  the  10th,  a  day  of  hard  frost,  Mr. 
Briscoe,  on  No.  2,  got  a  salmon  of  about  91b.  On  the  ltth 
ho  again  wont  out  and  on  No.  1  got  one  of  91b.  On  the  12th, 
an  intensely  frosty  day,  Mr.  Briscoe  got  one  of  91b.  On 
the  83th,  only  one  angler  was  successful,  Mr.  Hick,  who 
on  No.  1  got  two  of  9ib.  On  the  lith,  Mr.  Hick  on  No.  6 
got  one  of  91b  ;  on  No.  2  the  Tonish  rod  got  one  of  101b.  ; 
and  on  No.  1  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  land  four,  average  101b. 
each.  On  Monday,  the  16th,  Mr.  C.  II.  Akroyd  topped  the 
record  by  landing  nine  fresh-run  salmon,  average  of  101b. 
each ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Hick  landed  six  new  run  fish  of  91b. 
each  ;  on  No.  2,  Sir  John  Kelk  got  four  of  91b.  each ;  and  on 
No.  1,  the  Tonish  rod  landed  two  of  91b.  On  Tuesday,  the 
17th,  the  Tonish  rod  had  five  of  91b.;  Mr.  Akroyd,  on  No.  5, 
got  seven  of  an  average  of  121b.  ;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Buckly, 
six  of  101b.  each.— S.  C. 


Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— During  the  past  week  we 
have  experienced  very  severe  weather  here,  and  on 
Saturday  Loch  Leven  was  covered  with  a  thin  sheet  of  ice. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  sleet  and  snow  fell  continuously, 
flooding  the  stream  and  discolouring  the  waters  of  the  loch. 
The  pike  netters,  owing  to  the  exceptional  weather,  have 
not  been  out  during  the  week.  On  Wednesday  the  weather 
again  became  very  mild  and  spring-like,  and  the  snow  whicq 
lay  to  some  depth  has  now  almost  entirely  disappeared. 
Next  week  all  the  boats  which  have  been  thoroughly  over¬ 
hauled  and  renovated,  will  be  put  into  the  loch,  when  the 
season  will  practically  commence  about  the  beginning  of 
next  month,  the  first  competition  being  entered  for  the 
13th  April.— R.  B.  Laing.  „ 

Loch  Tay  (Breadalbane  Hotel,  Kenmore,  N.B.)— 
On  the  hotel  water  on  March  13,  Mr.  Graham,  of  Litter- 
ellan,  caught  a  salmon,  151b. ;  on  March  14,  the  Hon.  W. 
F.  Dundas,  on  the  hotel  waters,  caught  a  salmon,  101b. 
On  March  14,  Robson,  the  keeper,  caught  a  salmon,  201b. 
March  16,  on  the  reserve  water,  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Edinburgh, 
who  is  staying  at  Taymouth  Castle,  caught  a  salmon, 
171b.  On  March  17,  Mr.  Cooper  caught  two  salmon 
weighing  221b.  and  201b.  Loch  in  good  ply  now. — W. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— On  the  Killin  hotel  water, 
March  11,  Mr.  Wabe,  two  salmon,  201b.,  241b. ;  March  12, 
Mr.  Guttler,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;  March  14,  Mr.  Smith,  one 
salmon,  181b.  ;  March  17,  one  salmon,  161b. ;  March  16,  Mr. 
Rose,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  March  17,  Major  Sandford,  two 
salmon,  161b„  221b.  ;  March  11,  Captain  Merchison,  one 
salmon,  201b.;  March  14,  Captain  Merchison,  one  salmon, 
141b.— Alrine  McAlpine. 

Lochy-Spean  (Lord  Abinger’s).— The  salmon-rod  fish¬ 
ing  has  not  been  tried  on  this  river  yet  this  year.  The 
frost  is  too  hard,  although  we  have  no  snow  on  the  low 
ground.  This  is  the  largest  and  most  important  salmon 
river  on  the  west  of  Scotland,  being  reserved  entirely  for 
anglers.— The  Captain  Waugh. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— The  weather  has  been 
exceptionally  severe  in  this  quarter.  For  several  days  the 
roads  were  blocked  with  snow,  necessitating  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  mails  on  horseback.  Successful  salmon  angling 
under  the  circumstances  could  not  of  course  be  expected. 
On  Thursday,  two  gentlemen  from  Bettyhill  Hotel  caught 
one  salmon  each.— W.  T.  B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— The  weather  which  had  been 
exceedingly  stormy  for  about  ten  days  has  now  moderated, 
and  the  river  is  in  excellent  fishing  condition.  On  Tuesday, 
last  week,  a  gentleman  from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
fished  the  lower  beats,  and  landed  a  salmon  of  111b.,  and 
on  Wednesday  one  of  91b.  On  Friday,  the  same  angler 
caught  too  salmon,  weighing  respectively  91b.  and  101b.— 
W.  T.  Brown. 

South  of  Scotland.— As  I  anticipated  in  my  notes  last 
week,  the  angling  obtained  in  the  south  of  Scotland  rivers 
has  been  exceedingly  poor.  The  rivers  have  been  in  con¬ 
stant  flood  since  Monday,  'and  are  full  of  melted  snow. 
The  floods  have  done  a  power  of  good  in  carrying  off  the 
kelts  and  diseased  salmon  to  the  Solway.  There  cannot 
be  much  anglinghad  before  Saturday,  when  all  the  waters 
should  be  in  good  ply.  The  sport  obtained  since  my  last 
report  has  heen  with  worm  fishing  from  the  banks.  Yes¬ 
terday  in  the  Annan  Mr.  James  Dixon  killed  six  trout  at 
the  Howes  Fool  with  the  common  garden  worm,  and  Mr. 
Robt.  Dixon  had  a  brace  with  the  same  lure.  Mr.  James 
Pollock  killed  with  March  Brown  on  Saturday  seven  good 
trout,  which  weighed  31b.  In  the  Border  Esk  the  matters 
are  much  in  the  same  strain,  while  the  Nith  reports  are 
nearly  a  blank  for  the  week.  Those  anglers  who  frequent 
the  Ayrshire  lochs  will  regret  to  learn  that  old  Edward 
Bone,  Dalmcllington,  has  just  passed  away.  He  was  a 
keen  fisherman, and  knew  the  best  parts  of  Lochs  Doon  and 
Finlas,  and  was  besides  a  good  boatman.  I  understand  his 
son  Tom  will  take  late  father’s  place,  and  be  at  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  gentlemen  visiting  the  lochs. — Heatherbell. 

Tay.— On  Wednesday,  March  18,  James  Cameron, 
Millhill,  fished  the  upper  reaches  of  Delvinefor  the  lessees, 
who  at  present  have  the  exclusive  right  of  Delvine  salmon 
fishings,  and  a  newly  run  beauty  of  161b.  killed.— Salmo. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water).— ISth  March.  Yesterday, 
on  the  Murthly  water,  Mr.  James  Miller,  fishing  for  Mr. 
Cesari,  of  the  hotel,  caught  three  splendid  salmon,  111b., 
181b.,  and  231b.  There  is  a  fresh  run  of  fish  on.— M.  G-. 

Tay  (Perth).— Little  sport  has  been  got  on  the  river 
lately,  owing  to  the  cold  and  stormy  weather  and  the  low 
state  of  the  river.  The  following  are  the  takes  since  last 
report On  the  Grandtully  water,  Mr.  Ross,  one,  261b. ;  on 
the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Willis, 
Glasgow,  two,  171b.  and  141b. ;  on  the  Stobhall  water, 
Messrs.  Beattie  and  Thomson,  two,  151b.  and  161b. 
Yesterday  Mr.  Miller,  Birnam  Hotel,  had  three.  On  the 
Murthly  water,  231b.,  181b.,  and  111b., ;  on  the  leone  water, 
Colonel  Blacket  killed  three ;  on  the  Tummel,  Mr. 
Scotland,  Piltochry,  had  one  of  141b.  on  Tuesday.  Lyon : 
The  Hon.  W.  H.  Dundas  had  one  of  2llh.  on  the  Hotel 
water  ;  on  the  Duneares  water,  Mr.  Maryetson  had  one  of 
16.— Alder. 

Tweed.— Anglers  arc  in  a  good  frame  of  mind  just  now, 
and  are  at  peace  with  all  mankind.  And  why  ?  Why,  we 
have  just  had  the  best  and  most  genuine  flood  since  the 
salmon  rod  angling  season  opened.  The  snowstorms  of 
last  week  left  the  earth  well  covered  with  its  mantle  of 
white,  but  fresh  winds  having  set  in,  a  very  rapid  clearance 
was  made  of  the  wintry  garment,  and  as  a  natural  conse¬ 
quence  down  came  the  river.  Teviot  was  the  first  to  show 
in  advance,  followed  ’a' cron  by  its  twin  sister,  Tweed.  The 
rise  in  the  rivers,  which  began  on  Sunday,  still  continues  to 
render  the  streams  pretty  full,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  as  such  is  the  case,  we  may  confidently  expect  that 
angling  waters  will  thereby  secure  a  supply  of  fresh-run 
fish  from  the  sea  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river.  This 
most  opportune  flood  will  have  been  of  great  advantage  in 
clearing  away  any  foul  accumulations  that  may  have 
gathered  lately,  and  will  also  have  had  the  effect  of  carry¬ 
ing  off  to  the  sea  all  the  weakly  and  diseased  fish,  while  the 
kelts  will  also  have  made  their  journey  down  to  the  salt 
water,  there  to  again  recover  strength  for  another  effort 
to  return  to  the  fresh  water.  Trout  fishing,  which  will 
begin  almost  immediately,  will  also  have  been  benefitted 
by  the  flood,  as  the  rise  will  put  the  rivei  s  into  good  angling 
ply.  Last  week,  on  the  Hendcrsyde  water,  Mr.  James 
Kerss,  fisherman,  had  two  salmon,  81b.  and  8Ub.  No 
angling  has  taken  place  on  any  of  the  other  waters  in  the 
Kelso  district  but  now  that  the  weather  has  become  rather 
m.lder,  and  with  the  glass  gradually  moving  upwards, 
they  will  improve,  and  we  are  sure  to  hear  of  several  kills 
when  the  rivers  run  in  enough  so  as  to  allow  of  successful 
angling.— Maxwheel. 

Whitadder.— Yesterday  -was  one  of  the  wildest  and 
most  tempestuous  days  experienced  for  a  long  time.  The 
river  was  in  high  flood.  Snow  still  partially  covered  the 
ground.— R.  V.  Fenton. 
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Irish  Hoports. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).  —  The  heavy  and 
continuous  rains  which  fell  from  Friday  to  (Sunday, 
swept  away  all  the  snow  broth  and  ice,  and  out  of  the  East 
Tyrone  rivers,  and  also  considerably  raised  the  volume  of 
water,  so  thus  angling  was  resumed  under  more  favour¬ 
able  conditions  on  Monday  than  has  been  the  case  here  be¬ 
fore.  The  16th  inst.  fishing  here  Ardtnca  reaches  of  the 
Ballinderry,  Mr.  William  M'Cord  had  a  nice  basket  of 
seven  brown  trout  from  jib.  to  2$lb.  each,. and  Mr.  C.  R. 
Stevenson  had  six  brown  trout,  the  heaviest  of  which  was 
over  241b.  Mr.  John  Norris  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mancely  on 
the  same  day  had  half  a  dozen  trout  each  in  the  lower 
reaches.  Other  anglers  were  out  with  varying  success,  A 
salmon  estimated  at  401b.  weight  is  at  present  lying  at  the 
tail  of  a  mill  race  in  the  Ardtnca  roach,  and  so  far  has 
beaten  all  attempts  at  catching  it.  Very  few  spring  fish 
have  ascended  for  so  lar  from  Lough  Wagh.  I  hear  that 
Dir.  Cochrane  had  four  splendid  salmon  last  week  at  the 
Barmouth,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  251b.  On  the 
Tonew  Messrs.  George  and  James  Davis  have  had  good 
baskets  of  trout.— James  A.  Barlowe. 

Bundrowes.— The  hard  frost  continues  all  through  the 
past  week,  and  in  consequence  little  angling  was  done. 
The  weather  was  so  very  cold  that  anglers  were  unable  to 
stay  out,  however  a  few  [were  out  occasionally,  and  on 
Monday,  T.  Feeley,  fishing  on  the  upper  waters,  killed  a 
nice  clean  run  fish  of  101b. ;  a  few  kelt  were  also  landed,  a 
lot  of  which  are  now  going  to  sea.  Everything  has  an  end, 
and  on  the  loth  inst.,  a  thaw  set  in,  and  let  us  hope  we 
have  seen  the  last  of  the  frost  for  this  season,  rain  has 
fallen  very  heavily  in  the  past  few  days,  and  sport  ought 
now  to  improve  rapidly. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).  —  Bad 
weather  has  spoiled  sport.  During  the  past  week  only 
a  few  days  were  any  way  fit  for  angling.  On  Wednesday 
Michael  Brennan  caught  a  salmon.  1041b.  On  Saturday 
Pat  O’Connell  had  one,  1211b.  On  Monday  Janies  Leary 
caught  two  nice  salmon  with  the  fly,  weighing  respectively 
12lb.  and  131b.  Michael  Brennan  had  one,  1341b.  The 
water  is  in  no  better  condition,  but  the  weather  shows 
only  slight  signs  of  calming  down.  Capt.  Charles  Bromley, 
R.N.,  London,  and  Mr.  Richard  Bromley  have  arrived  at 
the  Hartopp  Arms  for  two  months’  fishing.— Thomas  J. 
Dennehy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-Only  five 
salmon  have  been  taken  here  since  this  day  week — two 
on  Major  Traherne’s  water  and  three  on  the  free  water ; 
largest,  201b.  The  wonder  is  that  a  fish  was  killed  at  all, 
as  none  of  us  ever  remember  such  horrible  weather  in 
these  latitudes.  To  ensure  good  sport  with  the  big  salmon 
we  require  two  very  essential  things,  namely,  more  genial 
weather  and  higher  water.  Vei  y  few  lielts  of  the  well- 
'  mended  class  are  passing  down  from  upper  spawning 
grounds.  Those  that  spawned  in  the  tributaries  within  a 
few  miles  of  Ivillaloe  have  gonedownjto  the  sea,  soon,  I 
hope,  to  return  full  of  strength  and  vigour,  ready  to  do 
battle  with  the  angler  later  on.  The  low  water  has  revealed 
to  us  much  of  the  mischief  which  has  been  done  to  the 
fisheries  by  the  Government  drainage  works.  In  many 
places  thousands  of  square  yards  of  magnificent  gravelly 
spawning  beds  have  been  cleared  away  and  nothing  but  the 
bare  rock  left ;  and  in  other  places  heaps  of  gravel,  in  which 
the  fish  had  spawned  this  season,  are  a,t  the  present  time 
uncovered.  There  is  no  calculating  the  injury  that  has  been 
done  to  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  by  this  vandalism. 
In  no  other  country  in  the  world  would  such  destruc¬ 
tion  be  permitted.  By  the  way,  what  is  Sir  Thomas  F. 
i  Brady  about  that  ho  does  not  look  to  this  matter  at  once? 
He  promised  three  months’  ago  to  come  down  and  in¬ 
vestigate  the  whole  thing.— S.  J.  Hurley’. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took  place  at  tho 
Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Basinghall-strcet,  last  Tuesday, 
under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Geo.  Chambers,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  vice-presidents,  who  was  supported  by  Dr.  Brunton, 
M.A.,  M.D.,  Dr.  Alexander,  LL.D.,  Messrs.  J.  :Nisbet-  j 
Blyth,  G.  Curtis,  T.  R.  Sachs,  W.  Thomas,  F.  W.  Marter, 

C.  K.  Turpin,  R.  Golf,  C.  8.  Bentley,  E,  II.  Bromley,  Crofts,  j 
F.  Shirley  Turner,  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  and  many  other  j 
anglers  of  note.  The  vice-chairs  were  filled  by  Messrs.  | 

E.  H.  Bromley,  A.  W.  Parker,  and  F.  W.  Norman.  Tho  | 
chairman  in  proposing  tho  toast  of  tho  evening,  “  the  j 
Gresham  Society, ”  claimed  for  it  the  position  of  one  of  the 
most  advanced  societies  of  the  kind  in  London,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  the  first  for  discouraging  the  competition  for 
gross  weights,  and  gave  prizes  in  the  shape  of  silver 
medals,  books,  &c.,  for  specimen  fish  only.  It  also 
possessed  an  excellent  lending  library  on  angling,  for  tho 
use  of  its  members,  and  had  frequent  papers,  read  by 
members,  of  a  scientific  and  practical  nature,  on  which 
interesting  discussions  were  founded,  and  rented  some 
good  fishing  water  in  Essex. 

Mr.  W.  Thomas,  in  proposing  the  “  Honorary  Members,” 
congratulated  the  society  on  having  among  them  such  a 
scientific,  as  well  as  practical  angler,  as  Dr.  Brunton,  who 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  their  proceedings.  Dr.  Brunton, 
in  replying,  said  the  society  was  doing  excellent  work.  He 
had  lately  given  a  silver  challenge  cup  to  be  held  by  the 
member  who  should  take  the  best  specimen  fish,  who 
should  hold  it  for  a  year,  and  have  his  name  engraved  on 
it  at  its  expiration.  He  hoped  other  members  would  be 
induced  to  give  similar  cups,  so  that  eventually  the  society 
might  have  a  challenge  cup  for  every  kind  of  fish.  He 
also  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  nothing  but  arti¬ 
ficial  baits  would  be  used,  so  that  no  living  creature  should 
be  needlessly  tortured. 

Mr.  E.  II.  Bramley  proposed  “The  Committee  and 
Officers,”  and  passed  a  very  high  eulogium  on  them.  He 
said  the  committee  were  doing  their  work  in  an  admirable 
manner,  and  great  praise  was  due  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker, 
the  honorary  treasurer,  for  his  care  of  their  funds  ;  to  Mr. 

F.  W.  Norman,  the  honorary  curator  and  librarian,  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  specimens  and  books  were 
kept ;  and  to  Mr.  James  Tayler,  tho  secretary,  who— 
although  he  had  only  been  in  office  a  short  time— had  to 

t  some  extent  resuscitated  the  society. 

Mr.  Frank  Fletcher,  in  a  very  able  speech,  responded  for 
|  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Tayler  for  the  officers. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clioe  proposed  the  toast  of  “  The  Preservation 
Societies,”  which  was  replied,  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  who 
j  stated,  among  other  things  the  Thames  Angling  Pre¬ 
servation  Society  had  done,  was  the  placing  of  forty 
;  thousand  trout  in  the  Thames  in  a  few  years. 

Mr.  Marks  Davies  in  a  very  able  speech  proposed  “  The 
Anglers  Association,”  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in  respond- 
1  ing,  said  the  Anglers  Association  consisted  of  3,600  mem¬ 
bers,  chiefly  of  the  working  classes,  and  that  the  work 
of  the  association  consisted  principally  in  providing  fish¬ 
ing  water  for  them,  and  in  making  arrangements  for 
them  to  travel  cheaply.  He  hoped  very  shortly  the 
j  sea-fishing  would  be  dealt  with,  and  easy  means  of  get¬ 
ting  to  the  sea-side  arranged. 

The  prizes  for  the  past,  year  being  tho’society’s  silver 
J  medals,  were  presented  by  the  chairman.  Dr.  Brunton  took 
|  that  for  trout,  Mr.  Allen  for  pike.  Mr.  Grimmett  for  roach, 
and  Mr.  Young  for  barbel.  Mr.  J.  H.  Short  was  entitled  to 
i  a  prize  for  perch,  but  it  was  held  over  for  the  adjudication 
of  the  committee,  who  had  not  yet  had  it  before  them. 

Mr.  Claude  Meller,  in  a  very  felicitous  speech,  proposed 
the  health  of  the  chairman,  which  was  most  enthusiasti- 
cally  received,  and  the  chairman,  after  replying,  proposed 
j  the  health  of  “The  Visitors,”  which  was  very  ably 


responded  to  by  Mr.  Hollingsworth.  Mr.  H.  J.  Baker  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  piano,  and  some  excellent  songs  were  rendered 
by  Mr.  G.  W.  Schrader,  Mr.  Boustred  and  Mr.  Phijlips, 
and  Mr.  Meller  gave  a  capital  recital  of  “  The  Two  Pins.” 

Tho  committee  wifi  meet  next  Tuesday  at  seven  p.m., 
and  at  eight  Mr.  T.  It.  Sachs  wifi  read  a  paper  entitled, 
“Some  Recollections  of  an  Old  Angler.” 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursions  for  six  days  on  Thursday,  26th  March,  from 
London  (Li  verpool-strcot)  by  their  new  line  via  the  cathedral 
cities  of  Ely  and  Lincoln  to  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Man¬ 
chester,  &c. ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their 
trains  in  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  A  special 
booking  office  will  be  opened  at  Liverpool-street  from  the 
23rd  to  the  26th  of  March  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets 
and  of  fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday 
to  Tuesday  cheap  tickets  to  the  sea-side  for  use  on  for¬ 
ward  dates.  Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  tho  Com¬ 
pany’s  VVest  End  office,  61,  Regent-street,  and  at  their 
other  City  and  West  End  booking  offices.  In  addition  to  re¬ 
lieving  trains  on  Thursday  and  Good  Friday  a  special  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.3  p.m.  on  Thursday,  and 
ninea.m.  on  Good  Friday  for  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft; 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business 
until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday,  special  midnight 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  11.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.15  a.m.  for  Norwich  and  Yarmouth 
via  Ipswich,  calling  at  tho  principal  intermediate  stations. 
On  Easter  Monday  special  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from 
St.  Pancras  for  Cam  bridge.  Ely,  Yarmouth,  and  Li  verpool-st. 
for  Southend,  Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Cambridge  and 
Ely.  Excursion  tickets  by  all  trains  to  Epping  Forest, 
Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  and  a  special  service  of  trains 
will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  every  ten  minutes  to 
Chingford,  every  half  hour  to  Loughton,  and  at  frequent 
intervals  to  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House.  An  early  train 
will  leave  Ip3\vich,  Clacton,  Walton,  Colchester,  &c.,  on 
Tuesday,  31st  March,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
wishing  to  return  to  London  by  nine  a.m. 


Salmon  in  the  Avon  (Hampshire).— The  recent  rains 
have  greatly  improved  the  condition  of  the  Itingwood 
water,  which  has  since  the  commencement  of  the  salmon 
fishing  season  been  very  low.  The  river  is  now  in  capital 
condition,  and  some  good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  Mr. 
Townsend,  a  well-known  angler  staying  at  the  White 
Swan  Hotel,  has  landed  two  fine  fresh-run  fish  scaling 
441b.;  and  Mr.  Goddard,  also  a  well-known  and  success¬ 
ful  angler,  on  Wednesday,  after  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour’s  sport,  succeeded  in  landing  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  fish  ever  taken  in  these  waters.  It  was  in  splendid 
condition,  and  scaled  over  401b.  Mr.  Winton  and  other 
noted  anglers  are  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  and 
state  that  many  fine  fish  are  daily  seen,  and  that  the  water 
could  not  be  in  better  angling  trim. 

Last  July,  two  hundred  perch,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tench,  two  hundred  chub,  and  about  two  hundred  roach 
were  turned  into  the  river  at  Chertsey,  by  the  local  angling 
association.  Some  fifty  large  trout,  the  property  of  the  late 
Mr.  Forbes,  were  also  placed  in  the  river  during  the  month. 
Since  then  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Association  has 
added  to  the  stock  of  coarse  fish,  and  have  also  placed 
several  thousand  Loch  Leven  trout  into  the  river.  During 
the  early  part  of  February  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Preservation  Association  likewise  made  an 
addition  to  tho  stock  of  Thames  trout,  by  turning  in  fifty 
splendid  fish  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each. 


JOHN  COOPER  Sl  SONS, 

NATURALISTS  TO  E.R.E.  TEE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGE 

SILVER  MEDALS,  1887,  ’80,  &  ’82. 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING-. 

28,  RADNOR  ST.,  ST.  LUKE’S,  LONDON,  E.C. 


80  MORE  BULKY  FISHIKG  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  0  inches,  Width  4  inches ., 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a 
large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 
room  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price  Is.  7d.  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 
WILLIAM  BIRKET, 
LORD  STREET,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents: 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch. 


NUTTING  &  CO., 

70,  EDGB  ASTON  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Original  Makers  of  the  World-Famed 

BLUE  MAHOE  TROUT  AND  SALMON  RODS 

INTRODUCED  twenty  years  ago  by  chas.  nutting. 

Testimonials  from  leading  Anglers,  including  W.  Wells-Ridley,  Esq.,  and  General  Barnard. 
Tho  Best  Greenheart  Fly  Rod  in  the  Market  at  10,6,  carriage  paid,  9ft.  to  12ffc. 

A~CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH 

PRINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOURS,  entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING,” 

(The  '  picture  represents  a  brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught)  after  the  original  painting  by 
T.  G.  TARGET!’,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILLIAM  HAYNES,  Manufacturer,  CORK. 


Gentlemen  desirous  of  obtaining  first-class  Rods  and  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 

should  give  me  a  trial. 

3oi.e  Inventor  and  Patentee  or  the 

'‘Archer”  Spinner  nnd  Blarney  Prawn  Tackle, 

Boili  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq.:— 

Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  19th,  1890. 

Sir, — I  am  obliged  lor  your  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 

chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  f  om  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

(Signed)  K.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL. 


ROBERT  STRONG, 

|)vncticaJ  ©mettle  ptnkcr, 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 


INVENTOR  &  MAKER  of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  FLY, 
THE  BULL  DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk, 
Liddle  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
slit.  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern  and  forwarded 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 

at  very  reasonable  pricef. 


yracuse 


Bamboo  Furniture  Co. 

(Successors  to  SYRACUSE  FISH  ROD  Co  ) 

m  ufacturers  of  fine  split  bamboo  fish  rods  with  cork  and  celluloid  hand-grasps. 
fonW  perfect  hand-grasp  made.  Also  manufacturers  of  minnow  glittering 
nv  trolling  spoons  This  spoon  will  take  two  fiish  to  one  on  the  Phantom 
nlow  or  any  other  bait  made.  Will  refund  the  money  if  not  satisfactory 
•fee  75  cents  and  1  dollar.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  money.  For  sale  by  all 
alevs.  Send  for  Catalogue.  HENRY  LOFTIE,  Manager,  Syracuse,  N.  V.,  U.S.A . 
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-  “THEY  SPIN  WITH  A  BREATH,  OF  AIR.”  — - 


BROWN’S 


PHAJTOI 


FITTED  WITH  GEEN’S 


IIMOW 


PATENT  SWIVEL 


Has  tlie  Simplest,  Neatest,  Strongest,  and  Least  Kesisting  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Artificial  Bait  extant.  There  is  only  One  Bearing  or 
Motion,  therefore  no  complication,  nothing  hidden  from  view,  and  no  possibility  of 

a  hitch  in  the  working. 

Brown’s  Phantoms  can  be  had  of  the  Principal  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces,  stamped  W.B.  on  the  spinners.  Write  for  Price  List  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  42,  GEORGE  SIRtET,  ABERDEEN. 


W.  WOODFIELD  &  SONS, 

EASEMORE  WORKS,  <£  VICTORIA  MILLS,  REDDITCH, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  LINES, 
TACKLE  AND  FISH  HOOKS. 

Spacial — EASEMORE  EYED  HOOKS  (  *86* )  in  Salmon  or  Trout  Sizes. 

wholesale  only. 

GEEN’S  PATENT  COMBINATION 


And  the  Bickerdyke  Bod-end  Bing. 

OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL  TACKLE  DEALERS. 


Wholesale  of  the  Sole  Manufacturers : 

J.  WARNER  &  SONS,  Hewell  Works,  REDDITCH. 

THE  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE! 

MARTIN,  OPENSHAW  &  CO. 

Sole  Proprietor,  W.  T.  OPENSHAW. 

ONLY  ADDRESS - NEWARK-UPON-TRENT. 

Extracts  from  an  article  by  Edgar  S.  Slirubsole  in  Fishing  Gazette,  March  15, 1S90. 

“The  Nottingham  Style.— To  insure  success  you  must  be  fitted  out  properly.— No  tackle  makers 
can  do  this  better  than  Martin,  Openshaw  &  Co. — I  was  struck  with  the  sterling  merit  and  wonderful 
cheapness  of  their  goods.— You  get  a  sound  honest  article  that  does  its  work  through  a  busy  season 
and  is  found  fit  and  ready  for  the  fray  at  the  commencement  of  another.” 

Extract  from  Editorial  Note  in  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  21,  1SS9. 

“  I  never  saw  better  value  for  money,  either  rod  or  reel.’ 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  and  every  requisite  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Now  is  the  time  to  send  your  tackle  to  he  overhauled  and  repaired. 

SEND  FOR  OUR  CELEBRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST-FREE,  THREE  STAMPS 

HOLBROW  &  CO., 

FISHING  ROD  <&  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

have  on  hand  a  well-seasoned  stock  of 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

Warranted  of  the  Best  Materials. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN. 

SOLE  AGENT  FOR  W.  E.  LOWE’S  PATENT  TRANSLUCENT  FLIES. 

HOLBROW  &  CO.,  7,  EAGLE  PLACE,  PICCADILLY. 
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Has  proved  itself  to  be  the  most  successful  Spinner 
ever  invented. 
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CLOSED. 

BARTLEET  &  SONS, 

WHOLESALE  ONLY, 

Abbey  Mills,  Redditch ;  and  53,  Gresham  St.,  E.C, 

(Sole  Proprietors), 

Offer  the  following  Prizes  for  the  Heaviest  SalmoD,  Trout, 
and  Pike  caught  on  their  “Archer”  Spinner  during  the 
year  1891.  The  weights  to  be  attested  by  any  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealer  : — 

For  the  Heaviest  Salmon— Malleson  Built-Cane  Hod. 
For  the  Heaviest  Trout— Ditto. 

For  the  Heaviest  Pike  —  A  best  quality  Pike  or 
General  Rod. 


>4#' 


jEFORE  CEMENTING. 


WITH  AND  WITHOUT 

CATALOGUE  POST 

132  PAGES,  OVER 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER -SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

- o — - - 

16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  Wire  Centre  Casting 

Lines ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that  cannot 
catch  the  Hook  ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding ; 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass. 
As  used  and  recommended  by  Mr.  Francis 
Francis,  Mr.  Senior,  of  “  The  Field,”  Authors 
,  of  “  Rod  in  India,”  and  “  The  Sea  Fisherman,” 
Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and 
Indian  armies,  and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

6  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splioe. 

Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamp& 

CANE  BUILT  RODS, 


STEEL^  CENTRES. 

FREE  3  STAMPS. 

200  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


AFTER  CEMENTING 


Winners  of  the  Gold  Medal,  1883,  and  Sole  Makers  of : — H.  C.  Pennell’s  General  Rod  The  Albert  Viotnr  tt  q 

Test  ”°Tiie  PprfprfSt0^?iH°^rp5‘^1^'Ke^son’  ^aJ°r  Turle’s  Rod,  The  Red  spinner  Rod,  The  “Gem”  The  “Perfec 
Badminton  Tourist’s  Portmanteau  Rod,  Hardy’s  Quadruple,  Perfection  Spiknine  Rod  Th 

Celebrated  ’Alnwick  Oreenneart^oef^Th^Kotspur  ^The’Guineat  if’  wUhout  Steel  CeDtres’  Ha’rdy’ 


TTlt 


RDY  BROTHERS,  LONDON  &  NORTH-BRITISH  WORKS,  ALNWICK. 
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-  NOTICE. 


The  Pishing  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Hallway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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to  R  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 


Terms  of  Subsorlption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Go.,  Limited,  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free,  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland .  _  ..  ...  „  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 
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To  America  and  the  Continent,  the  annual  subscription. 

including  postage  „  ..  ..  _  _  ..  12s  fid. 


Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— “  RIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 


—  m  t  — 

of  tailing  feette 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  28th,  1891. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ANGLING. 
RIVER  AND  LOCH  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS 
AND  NORTH  AND  NORTH-EAST  OF 
SCOTLAND.— INFORMATION  FOR 
TOURIST  ANGLERS. 

By  Mac. 

Now  that  the  snowstorms  of  the  early  part  of 
the  year  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  past, 
it  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  those  anglers  who 
have  the  time  to  spare  to  know  where  during  April 
and  May  they  may,  without  finding  it  necessary 
to  spend  a  great  deal  of  hard-earned  coin,  be  able 
to  indulge  in  the  pleasant  recreation  of  trouting, 
or  the  more  exciting  sport  of  salmon  fishing.  It 
must  be  owned  that  everywhere  nowadays  the 
best  water,  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  is  rented 
and,  needless  to  say,  sweetly  paid  for  ;  but  for  all 
that  there  still,  practically  free  to  the  fortunate 
fair  fisher,  remains  water  which,  got  in  right 
condition  during  favourable  weather  for  angling, 
yields  such  sport  as  only  the  most  ill-to-please 
would  think  of  complaining  of. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  free,  or  nominally 
free,  salmon  angling  in  the  early  months  is  held 
on  lease  or  rented  by  hotel  keepers  to  afford  sport 
for  their  piscatorially-inclined  guests.  The  early 
trouting  on  rivers  is  fast  becoming  very  difficult 
to  get  even  for  money,  the  temptation  to  secure  it 
having  got  so  keen  ;  still  there  is  far  more  of  it 
than  of  decent  salmon  fishiDg  to  be  had  free,  or 
with  the  permission  of  generously-disposed  pro¬ 
prietors.  This  early  troutiDg  on  rivers  and  streams 
of  a  good  size  is  the  most  delectable,  and  to  the 
deft  hand  the  grandest  sport  got  in  Scotland 
during  the  year  with  the  common  J'ario ,  as  be¬ 
sides  beiDg  the  largest,  finest,  and  gamest  of  our 


stream  trout,  their  capture  calls  forth  an  amount 
of  cunning  and  close  observance  of  nature  on  the 
part  of  the  angler  which  vastly  enhances  the 
pleasures  of  the  art.  Compared  with  such  trout 
the  hill  burn  aud  mountain  brook  fario,  whose 
capture  is  most  easily  achieved  in  summer,  are, 
even  the  largest  of  them,  poor,  ill-fed,  spiritless 
creatures,  requiring  no  deftness  and  almost  no 
knowledge  of  their  habits  and  feeding  on  the 
part  of  the  angler  who  would  seek  to  secure  their 
capture.  But  while  the  early  trout  of  the  streams 
are  so  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  mountain 
brooks,  it  will  readily  be  owned  by  almost  every¬ 
one  that  the  mountain  stream  in  the  prime  of 
summer,  surrounded  by  its  grand  impressive 
mountains,  has  on  a  gloriously  fine  day  charms 
with  which  the  scenery  of  the  streams  and  rivers 
of  the  low  country  cauuofc  lay  claim  to  compete, 
even  in  the  freshness  of  the  bright  spring  time, 
when  bud  and  leaf  coma  fo  t’>,  the  primroses 
deck  the  banks,  ai  d  the  birds  pour  forth  their 
sweetest  songs. 

Before  naming  tLe  waters  which  can  be  fished 
on  the  terms  we  have  indicated,  we  conclude  it 
may  be  useful  to  give  a  few  hints  to  those  anglers 
who  may  make  up  their  minds  to  fish  one  or  other 
of  them.  In  the  first  place  it  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  before  leaving  home  to  make  sure  that 
fishing  can  be  had.  Then — especially  in  the  case 
of  salmon  fishing — the  trim  the  water  is  in  should 
be  ascertained  before  starting  on  what  may  per¬ 
haps  be  a  long  journey.  Again,  it  is  very  essential 
to  know  exactly  what  is  the  very  best  time  for 
sport  on  the  water  selected.  To  make  certain  of 
receiving  thoroughly  trustworthy  information  on 
these  points,  it  is  suggested  that,  in  addition  to  the 
hotel  keepers,  one  or  two  respectable  local  fishing 
tackle-makers  should  be  communicated  with. 

The  height  of  the  water  vastly  more  affects  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  rivers  than  on  the  lochs. 
This  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  rivers  are  of 
second  or  third-rate  size  for  Scotch  rivers,  and 
that  being  hill-run  and  largely  surface-fed,  they 
soon  run  out  of  fishing  order  after  the  rainfall  is 
over.  The  best  course,  therefore,  to  adopt,  if  it 
consort  with  convenience,  is  to  start  right  away 
for  the  fishing  immediately  word  is  received  that 
the  water  is  getting  into  order — a  piece  of  infor¬ 
mation  which  can  be  learned  by  arrangements 
having  been  made  beforehand  for  a  telegram  being 
despatched  to  the  intending  angler  by  the  hotel- 
keeper  or  local  man  the  moment  there  are  signs 
which  point  to  the  wished-for  state  of  matters 
becoming  speedily  realised. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  outfit.  Do  not  forget  to 
take  waders,  and  mind  also  to  have  substantial 
waterproof  overalls  ;  for  wading  is  often  indis¬ 
pensable,  and  squalls  and  downpours  are  of 
frequent  occurrence.  On  rivers  and  streams  for 
salmon  a  16ft.  or  17ft.  rod  is  recommended  ;  for 
trout,  one  of  10ft.  or  lift.  This  latter  will  be  a 
“  one  hander,”  which  is  decidedly  preferable  to  a 
double-handed  rod,  when  the  glides,  purls,  runs, 
and  streams  where  the  trout  are  feeding  can 
be  reached  from  the  bank  or  by  wading.  For 
salmon  on  lochs  a  good  stout  trolling  rod  of  14ft.  in 
length  is  very  suitable,  and  the  most  handy. 
There  should  be  a  great  length  of  line  on  a  large 
Nottingham  reel,  which  for  trolling  is  for  several 
important  reasons  to  be  recommended  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  any  other  reel. 

The  deadliest  trolling  bait  for  salmon  is  Brown’s 
Phantom ;  and  for  salmon  fly-fishing  the  patterns 
of  flies  likely  to  all  round  prove  of  most  service 
are Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  Black  Doctor, 
Blue  Doctor,  Childers,  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
Blue  Charm,  Butcher,  and  Durham  Ranger,  on 
hooks  from  one  and  three- eighths  inch  to  one  inch, 
according  to  season  and  the  height  of  the  water 
at  the  time.  A  small  range  of  trout  flies — in  our 
opinion  and  experience  the  most  useful  that  could 
be  named— is  made  up  of  the  following  patterns, 
which,  varied  in  size  to  suit  the  state  of  the  water 
and  harmonise  with  seasonal  and  climatic  con¬ 
ditions,  will  answer  admirably  anywhere  between 
the  end  of  March  and  the  beginning  of  June  : 
March  Brown,  Hare  Lug,  Spider,  Red  Spinner, 
Greenwell’s  Glory,  Cow  Dung,  Partridge  Ruff, 
Quill  Gnat,  Professor,  and  Black  Gnat. 

The  loch  angling  for  salmon  is  on  Loch  Naver 
fished  from  Altnaharra  Hotel,  and  on  Loch  Ness 
fished  from  theLovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus. 
The  river  salmon  angling  is  on  the  Orchy  fished 
from  Dalmally  Hotel ;  on  the  Beauly  fished  from 
the  Priory  Hotel,  Beauly ;  on  the  Conon  and  Black- 


water,  fished  from  the  Spa  Hotel  and  the  Ben 
Wy  vis  Hotel,  Strathpeffer ;  on  the  Carron,  Easter 
Ross,  fished  from  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
Ardgay ;  and  on  the  Halladale,  fished  from 
Melvich  Hotel  and  Forsinard  Hotel.  The  trouting 
rivers  and  streams  are  the  Don  (with  the  chance 
of  a  salmon),  the  Deveron  (with  the  chance  of  a 
salmon),  the  Avon  of  the  Spey  (with  the  chance 
of  a  salmon),  the  Findhorn,  the  Conon  and  Black- 
water  (some  reaches  contain  superior  large  trout, 
which  are  rather  fickle),  the  Tay  (Birnam  Hotel 
waters),  the  Isla,  Dean,  West  Water  of  the  Esk, 
Ythan,  Ugie,  Bogie,  Blackwater,  Rouster,  and  Kin 
Eflar’. 

We  suggest  the  desirability  in  the  case  of  hotel 
waters  of  ascertaining  what  charge,  if  any,  is 
made  for  the  fishing,  both  salmon  and  trout. 


SOME  PHASES  OF  GILLIE  AND 
HIGHLAND  HUMOUR. 

By  Duine  M6r. 

There  is  no  more  amusing  attendant  than  the 
Highland  gillie,  unless  it  be  his  Celtic  brother,  the 
Irish ;  but  the  humour  of  a  Highland  boatman 
depends,  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be  over  ap¬ 
preciated,  on  the  knowledge  of  English  which  he 
possesses.  It  is,  in  fact,  not  so  much  what  he 
says  as  the  manner  in  which  he  says  it  which 
makes  the  Highland  gillie  at  times  intensely  amus¬ 
ing.  It  is  owing  to  this  fact  that  some  of  his  most 
simple  remarks,  though  very  laughable  at  the 
time  of  their  utterance  to  those  who  were  lucky 
enough  to  hear  them,  lose  a  great  deal  of  their 
amusing  aspect  when  retold — especially  when  not 
spoken,  but  written. 

I  remember  a  very  good  example  of  this  occur¬ 
ring  (I  think  at  Badcall),  though  the  Celt  who 
gave  utterance  to  it  was  not,  at  the  time  at  least, 
acting  as  a  gillie. 

We  were  on  board  the  Clydesdale  in  the  old 
days  when  she  used,  during  the  tourist  season,  to 
run  right  round  the  west  coast  up  to  Thurso  and 
back,  calling  at  most  of  the  intermediate  ports. 
At  Badcall  a  large  number  of  small  boats  came 
out,  as  usual,  to  receive  their  owners’  share  of  the 
cargo.  One  very  shaggy  Celt  had  a  very  small 
boat,  and  was  evidently  expecting  something  of 
great  importance.  At  last  his  turn  came,  and 
alongside  he  rowed  ;  but  what  was  his  dismay 
when  a  huge  box  of  most  abnormal  dimensions 
was  hoisted  from  out  the  hold  and  swung  over 
his  little  craft.  Looking  up  at  us  with  the  most 
comical  look  of  despair  he  thundered  forth  in  a 
long  drawn-out  wail,  “  Oh,  taam  !  she’ll  na  hauld 
it !  ”  Nothing  funny  in  that  to  read,  but  to  those 
that  heard  it,  it  seemed  to  be  the  funniest  thing 
that  they  had  ever  heard,  as  the  roar  of  laughter 
testified.  The  friends  who  were  with  me  and  I  have 
had  many  a  laugh  since  when  we  recount  the  cir¬ 
cumstance.  This  is  a  typical  example  of  how  amus¬ 
ing  a  Highlander  can  be  without  saying  anything 
that  will  bear  being  re-written  merely — it  must  be 
told. 

There  was  a  gamekeeper  whom  I  used  occasion¬ 
ally  to  meet  in  one  of  the  Southern  Hebrides, 
and  who  used  sometimes  to  act  as  gillie.  One  of 
his  sayings  I  dare  not  put  down  in  rxtenso  here, 
though  it  astonished  before  it  amused  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  addressed  ;  but  a  remark  of  his  on 
a  wild  and  blustering  spring  day  will  bear  repeti¬ 
tion.  Looking  round  the  horizon,  G.  remarked, 
with  an  air  of  great  gravity  and  wisdom,  “  I’m 
thinking  she’ll  be  coming  wi’  a  shower  o’  mile¬ 
stones  whateffer  !  ” — a  weather  prophecy  luckily 
not  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  else  I  fear  that  the  mile- 
stones  would  hardly  have  “  furnished  forth  ”  tomb¬ 
stones  for  the  stricken  community.  To  those  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  peculiar  use  of  the  English 
language  by  the  Celt  this  may  seem  rather  over¬ 
drawn,  but  nevertheless  it  is  a  fact. 

On  the  same  island,  and  on  others  of  the 
Hebridean  group,  I  have  frequently  been 
addressed  by  old  women  (cailliachs)  for  little  acts 
of  kindness  in  a  torrent  of  Gaelic  blessing,  rounded 
off  and  interlarded  with  many  “  goot  woomans  ” — 
the  phrase  being  their  only  English  one,  and 
probably  derived  from  their  acquaintance  with 
the  charity  and  hospitality  of  some  farmer’s  wife. 
Recounting  this  story  once  at  a  crowded  Hebridean 
tea-table,  I  was  hard  hit  by  the  parish  minister, 
who  very  quietly  asked  me  “  if  I  by  any  chance 
happened  to  have  been  wearing  my  kilt  on  these 
i  occasions.”  I  confess  that  the  parson  scored. 
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I  had  once  in  the  Outer  Hebrides  a  young  but 
very  excellent  and  amusing  gillie,  who  was  unfor¬ 
tunately  prematurely  cut  off  before  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  I  was  often  on  bad  days  as  much 
interested  in  his  quaint  use  of  English  as  in 
the  sport ;  but  I  only  reproduce  one  example 
here. 

Walking  one  day  from  loch  to  loch  trying  a 
cast,  now  in  this  one  and  now  in  that,  with  a 
view  to  discovering  any  new  sea  trout  water,  I 
asked  poor  Ian,  pointing  to  a  certain  loch,  “  if 
any  burn  came  out  of  that  loch  ?  ”  “  Na,”  said 

Ian,  “there  is  no  burn;  there  is  only  a  smaal 
river.” 

Small  is  always  pronounced  “  smaal  ”  by  the 
Outer  Hebrideans,  and  one  of  the  most  amusing 
examples  of  its  use  I  ever  heard  occurred  on 
board  one  of  the  steamers — I  think  the  Clydesdale. 

Two  men  were  at  breakfast,  and  had  made  a 
famous  meal  of  a  large  dish  of  herrings,  when 
the  one  said  to  the  other  (noticing  that  he  began 
to  show  symptoms  of  having  had  enough)  in  an 
encouraging  tone,  “Have  another  herring,  Donal’; 
you’ve  only  had  nine ,  and  wan  of  them  ivaas  a 
smaal  one.” 

A  gillie  called  “  Red  Sandy  ”  frequently  af¬ 
forded  us  much  amusement,  and  will  probably  do 
so  again,  because  he  is  just  as  lively  and  amusing 
as  ever,  and  quite  as  red.  Sandy  was  on  one 
occasion  acting  as  gillie  to  a  celebrated  surgeon, 
a  fact  that  had  been  duly  impressed  upon  Sandy’s 
mind  before  starting.  After  his  immediate  awe 
had  vanished  (and  the  Highlander  soon  gets 
over  that  feeling — “  I’ll  go,  hut  I'll  no  he  put,” 
being  the  rule  of  his  life),  quoth  Sandy:  “I’ll  be 
hearing  you’re  a  grate  doctor.”  “  Well,  Sandy,  I 
am  fairly  busy.”  “  Oh,  I’m  thinking  now  it’s 
maybe  twa  truggist  shops  you’ll  be  having?” 
“  I  am  afraid  not,  Sandy.”  “  Oh,  dod  man,  you’ll 
get  them  yet  !  ”  Somehow  the  doctor  fell  in 
Sandy’s  estimation  after  that. 

A  peculiarity  of  Hebridean  gillies,  at  least,  is 
that  they  always  speak  as  if  they,  and  not  the 
anglers,  killed  the  fish.  “  Oh,  I  got  a  grand  fish 
here  last  week,”  or  “  last  year,”  is  quite  a  common 
saying  in  their  mouths. 

“  What’ll  I  can  do  now  ?  ”  is  my  present  gillie’s 
invariable  way  of  asking  for  instructions  when  at 
all  excited.  A  very  amusing  fellow  is  Neil,  with 
a  quaint  touch  of  humour. 

Someone  last  year,  during  the  idle  moments  of 
the  day,  had  read  extracts  from  “  Three  Men  in 
a  Boat  ”  to  Niel,  and  the  title,  at  least,  had  im¬ 
pressed  itself  on  his  memory for  what  was  my 
astonishment  one  day  when  fishing  a  loch,  from 
which  we  had  a  clear  view  of  two  other  anglers 
fishiog  in  a  neighbouring  loch,  to  hear  Neil  ex¬ 
claim,  pointing  towards  them,  “Three  mens  in 
a  boat  and  wan  smaal  trout  /  ”  the  addition  being 
delivered  in  a  tone  of  great  contempt.  Some 
angler  who  had  been  “  out  ”  with  Neil  twitted 
him,  by  way  of  amusing  himself  at  Neil’s  expense, 
on  the  absence  from  his  speech  of  the  common 
phrase  “whateffer,”  and  told  Neil  that  the 
Sutherlandshire  gillies  always  used  it ;  but  Neil 
paid  him  out  in  his  own  coin,  and  whenever  he 
did  use  the  phrase  (which  was,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  pretty  often)  he  always  added,  after  a  mean¬ 
ing  pause,  “As  the  Sutherlandshire  gillies  say,” 
so  that,  on  the  whole,  Neil  had  the  best  of  that 
deal.  On  another  occasion  Neil,  in  describing  to 
me  the  playing  of  a  big  fish,  which  a  friend  of 
mine  had  killed  the  day  before,  made  use  of  the 
following  graphic  and  original  expressions :  “  Och, 
man,  he  first  rushed  away — oh,  as  far  as  yon 
(pointing  to  a  distant  loch) ;  then  he  came  back 

growlin'  like - ,  and  turnin'  the  stones  over  ivith 

his  nose."  I  never  heard  or  saw  a  fish  do  either 
of  these  things ;  but  maybe  Neil’s  enthusiasm 
enabled  him  to  hear  and  see  things  unheard  and 
unseen  by  other  ears  and  eyes.  He  must  be 
distantly  related  to  the  angler  who  described  the 
rise  of  a  big  salmon  in  the  effective  phrase,  “  Man, 
he  just  cam  up  like  a  naked  man.”  Neil’s  last 
comic  utterance  to  me  was  anent  “  a  sheeps  ” 
(sic)  which  he  had  bought  for  the  large  sum  of 
two  shillings.  “No  that  she  was  a  big  wan  at 
aal,”  he  added,  by  way  of  apology  for  this 
extravagance;  “but  just  about  the  size  of  a 
smaal  young  dog” — whatever  size  that  may  be. 

These  utterances  of  the  Highland  gillie  serve 
to  wile  away  the  hours  when  sport  is  bad,  and 
what  makes  them  more  amusing  is  the  gravity 
with  which  they  are  uttered.  That  is  half  the 


A  DAY  ON  A  MOORLAND  TARN. 

By  Bog  Trotter. 

A  good  few  years  since  my  acquaintance  with 

the  celebrated  gillie  Malcolm  - led  to  one  of 

the  finest  of  the  many  trouting  days  that  I  have 
enjoyed  among  the  moorlands  of  Sutherlandshire. 
It  came  about  in  this  way.  One  day  we  were 
out  fishing  together  I  remarked  to  Malcolm, 
“  Surely  we  can  do  something  better  than  this.  I 
am  heartily  tired  of  fishing  here  every  day  and 
getting  but  a  couple  or  three  trout  at  the  most, 
and  these  horse  flies  so  persistent  in  their 
attention  make  fishing  almost  intolerable.  Any¬ 
where  that  we  could  go,  Malcolm,  that  we 
could  get  a  basket  of  trout,  even  though  they 
were  but  very  small,  would  be  a  welcome  change.” 
“Yes,  sir,  that’s  true,”  said  Malcolm.  “  I  think  we 
might  give  up  fishing  this  loch  for  a  day  or  two  ; 
it’s  too  low  at  any  rate  just  now.”  “Well,  then, 
what  do  you  suggest,  Malcolm  ?  ”  I  asked. 
“  Well,  sir,  I’ve  been  thinking  we  might  go  to¬ 
morrow,- if  a  fair  day,  to  the  bit  lochie  awa’  wast 
across  the  hulls,  ten  miles  frae  here,  and  I  think 
we'll  maybe  get  it  in  order,  as  it’s  been  raining 
round  there,  though  there’s  been  nane  doun  bye 
in  this  quarter.  It’s  bit  a  little  lochie,  I  told  you 
yesterday,  when  we  were  speaking  about  it,  but 
it  bauds  a  great  lot  of  large  trout,  and  if  we  get 
a  fair  sort  of  a  day  for  fishing  it’s  likely  we’ll  get 
a  good  basket  of  them,  as  it’s  often  frae  one  year’s 
end  to  the  ither  that  they  never  see  an 
angler’s  flees.”  “  All  right  then,  Malcolm,  let  it 
be  arranged  that  we’ll  go  ;  seven  in  the  morning 
I  suppose  will  do  for  a  start  ?  ”  “  Oh,  yes,  sir  ;  but, 
if  you  please,  half-past  six  would  be  better,  as  it 
will  take  us  about  two  hours  to  drive,  and  more 
than  an  hour  to  walk  afterwards. 

Judging  it  would  be  best  to  please  old  Malcolm, 
I  got  up  betimes  next  morning  ;  by  half-past  six  I 
had  breakfast  and  was  ready  to  start.  Our 
dapple  grey,  a  powerful  half-cob  sort  of  animal, 
both  swift  and  sure  of  foot,  took  us  quickly  along 
for  the  first  two  miles,  after  which,  however,  our 
progress  became  rather  slow.  We  were  going 
parallel  with  the  sea-board,  which  here  is  very 
irregular,  [and  the  road,  like  the  rocks  of  that 
wild  coast,  was  not  of  the  evenest.  Every  fifteen 
minutes  we  had  to  alight  and  toil  up  a  steep  hill : 
this,  the  driver  told  us,  was  to  make  it  easy  for 
the  horse.  But  the  “  downs”  were  about  as  bad 
and  as  numerous  as  the  “  ups,”  and  doing  them 
we  also  walked,  also  to  make  it  easier  for  the 
horse !  By-and-by,  having  covered  about  six 
miles  (which  took  us  about  an  hour  and  a- quarter), 
we  reached  a  strath,  or  mountain  valley,  all  bleak, 
grey  and  desolate,  down  which  brawls  a  cold 
northern  torrent  when  snowstorms  disappear  and 
occur  the  mighty  pluges  of  rain  incidental  to  these 
northern  parts,  but  which  on  this  morning  was  no 
torrent — merely  a  tiny  sip  of  water  percolating 
through  the  pebbles,  which  had  been  scorching  in 
the  sun  for  days  past.  At  this  distance  on  our 
way  we  left  the  main  or  coast-side  road,  and 
turned  up  the  strath,  which,  by  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  road  (newly  made)  leading  to  nowhere,  we 
penetrated  six  miles.  At  the  last  house  in  the  strath 
— the  only  house  for  near  four  miles — we  arranged 
for  our  horse  and  trap  being  put  in  ;  after  this  we 
drovo  two  miles  farther,  when  the  road  abruptly 
terminated  in  the  face  of  a  bog.  “  We  must 
walk  it  now,  Malcolm,  I  suppose!”  “Yes,  sir,” 
he  replied.  Then  thinking  of  the  distance  I 
asked,  “  How  far  is  it,  and  what  way  ?  ” 
“  Nearly  two  miles,  sir,  up  this  way,  to  your 
right,”  said  he,  pointing  with  his  hand.  There 
was  slight  room  in  the  road  for  getting  the  horse 
and  vehicle  turned  round,  but  seeing  this  accom¬ 
plished  without  mishap  after  an  attempt  or  two, 
we  started  for  the  loch,  getting  along  through 
the  heather  at  a  half  trotting  pace,  for  we  both 
were  eager  to  be  “  at  ’em.”  It  was  an  uphill  pull 
all  the  way.  Rising  gradually  and  steadily,  with¬ 
out  encountering  any  steep  places,  we  got  after 
about  an  hour’s  honest  toiling  quite  clear  of  what 
seemed  the  confines  of  the  strath,  and  attained 
the  level  of  a  great  expanse  of  dreary  moorland, 
which,  though  honeycombed  with  lochs,  looked 
monotonously  flat  for  miles  to  right  and  left. 
“  How  far  now  ?  ”  said  I,  as  I  halted  to  breathe 
after  gaining  the  level.  “  Not  far  now,  sir ;  only 
a  bit  quarter  of  a  mile.”  But  Malcolm’s  “bit 
quarters”  were  good  “three-quarters,”  as  ever 
from  this  dav  onwar  1  I  experienced,  and  used  to 
tell  him.  “  What  like  is  the  loch,  Malcolm  ?  ” 


“  Oh,  ’deed,  sir,  you  will  not  think  much  of  if. 
But  see  now,  sir,  you  can  judge  for  yourself — 
there  it  is.”  And  there  sure  enough  right  in  front 
of  us,  not  a  hundred  yards,  and  as  if  it  had 
appeared  by  magic,  lay  fully  exposed  to  our  view 
in  all  its  dimensions  the  moorland  tarn  of  which 
we  were  in  quest. 

On  the  wet  shelterless  moor  during  a  heavy 
shower,  which  for  some  time  had  threatened  us, 
we  prepared  for  making  a  start,  Malcolm  unpack¬ 
ing  and  getting  me  into  the  long  waders  which  ho 
had  insisted  on  my  bringing  with  me.  This  got 
through,  we  next  had  a  turn  round  the  whole  of 
the  loch.  A  loch  did  I  say  ?  Could  a  tiny  bit  of 
water  covering  scarcely  two  acres  boast  such  a  title? 
It  neither  received  nor  sent  forth  a  stream  ;  and 
this  notwithstanding  it  was  on  the  high  side  from 
a  good  deal  of  rain  having  fallen  during  the  night. 
At  one  end  of  it  a  mere  driblet  of  water  escaped, 
running  away  over  grass  and  through  rushes  in  tbo 
direction  of  the  “  strath.”  The  tarn,  it  seem  •, 
mainly  feeds  itself,  having  lots  of  springs,  which 
can  be  seen  welling  up  at  different  places  in  the 
shallow  water  out  a  little  way  from  the  shore.  Ex¬ 
tending  into  it  for  about  twenty  yards  at  its 
western  end  is  a  rushy  piece  of  ground,  which  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  sharp  point,  whereon  grow  some 
scrubs  and  arc  strewn  some  stones — a  wonderful 
fact,  since  nothing  of  the  same  kind  can  be  seen 
for  more  than  a  couple  of  miles  around. 

When  the  shower  had  passed  I  commenced  fish¬ 
ing.  The  day  was  grey,  but  the  clouds  kept  high, 
and  there  was  a  stitfish  breeze  from  the  north¬ 
west.  Malcolm  assured  me  that  it  was  the  best 
breeze  that  we  could  possibly  have.  Still  there 
were  no  trout  showing,  either  feeding  or  for  frolic. 
For  a  long  while  I  came  as  little  speed  with  the 
fishing  as  I  had  done  on  the  “  stiff  ”  loch,  famed  fcr 
its  large  trout,  which  I  had  persistently  flogged 
for  several  days  before.  I  should  say  it  was  not 
till  I  had  worked  quite  two  hours  that  I  saw  a 
single  trout  move.  This  “  boil  ”  was  followed  by 
another  soon  after,  and  presently  “  boils  ”  were 
to  be  seen  all  over  the  deeper  part  of  the  loch. 
This  encouraged  me  to  wade  farther  in  than  Iliad 
been  doing.  A  few  casts  over  water  which  I  had 
not  previously  fished  and  I  brought  up  a  trout 
which,  having  caught  on,  sprang  high  out  of  the 
water  several  times  in  rapid  succession.  Wadiug 
to  the  side,  I,  without  much  ado,  soon  landed  him 
— a  plump,  green-hued,  short-set  trout  of  l^lb.  All 
those  I  got  thereafter  behaved  similarly,  making 
the  high  leaps  at  the  commencement  of  the  fight, 
and  in  proportion  to  their  strength  afterwards 
rushing  out  with  yards  of  line  in  bursts,  like  a 
salmon  or  grilse.  All  the  more  remarkable  seemed 
this  leaping  and  somersaulting  of  theirs  when  they 
were  hooked,  since  when  feeding  or  sporting  they 
simply  broke  the  surface,  not  one  coming  up  so 
far  as  to  show  itself  half  out  of  the  water.  The 
rise  kept  on  for  quite  two  hours,  during  whicb, 
when  Malcolm  tumbled  out  the  contents  of  the 
bag  I  found  to  my  great  astonishment,  I  had 
made  the  loch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twenty-six, 
every  one  of  which  exceeded  ^lb.  The  largest 
trout  weighed  211b.;  the  best  dozen,  181b.;  and 
the  whole  lot,  831b.  The  worm-fly,  Mr.  Donald 
Watson’s  (Inverness)  great  killer,  accounted  for 
all  but  a  few. 

Like  this  one  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe, 
there  are,  that  I  know  of,  remote  among  tbo 
mountains  of  Sutherlandshire,  five  or  six  lochans, 
teeming  with  large  trout,  of  which,  getting  a 
favourable  day,  the  angler  may  basket  a  lot,  ex¬ 
ceeding  in  number  and  weight  that  which  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to  I  was  fortunate  to  secure. 
These  lochans  are  rarely  fished,  and  all  round  they 
are  surrounded  by  moor,  with  which  at  almost 
every  point  their  surface  is  within  a  foot  or  two 
of  being  level  when  they  are  in  best  fishing  trim. 
For  hours  the  trout  in  them  may  not  stir ;  but 
there  is  always,  on  a  good  fishing  day,  a  time 
when  they  feed  greedily. 

A  Negro  Song. — In  the  South  it  is  generally 
the  “  mammy  ”  who  bears  the  burden  of  main¬ 
taining  household  discipline,  and  her  word  is  law, 
while  the  father  has  no  authority,  to  speak  of, 
with  the  children,  or  at  least  is  not  held  in  such 
awe.  The  young  darkies  illustrate  this  fact  in 
a  song  which  they  use  to  “conjure”  fishes  to 
their  hook,  and  chant,  in  an  undertone — 

“Bite,  fish,  bite ; 

Yer  mammy  says  yer  might ; 

Yer  daddy  says  yer  mustn’t ; 

.Sfo-bite,  fish,  bite." —Harper' s  Magazine. 
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Thames  trout  fishing  opens  on  April  1,  and  if  we 
have  no  more  rain  the  water  will  be  in  grand 
order. 


The  enterprising  oyster  culturist,  Cories,  of 
Dublin,  has  taken  in  hand  the  work  of  providing 
Connemara  anglers  with  additional  hotel  accom¬ 
modation.  Those  who  know  him  are  assured  that 
he  will  do  all  to  make  his  patrons  comfortable. 


Rain  is  badly  wanted  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  as  in 
Irelaud  aud  many  other  places,  before  there  can 
be  much  sport ;  but  all  who  contemplate  an  excur¬ 
sion  to  the  Isle  of  Man  should  obtain  a  copy 
(post-free  for  threepence  halfpenny)  of  “  Trout 
Dishing  in  the  Isle  of  Man,”  by  S.  M.  Tod, 
revised  to  date  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Harris,  the  very 
popular  president  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Angling 
Association,  who  says  in  his  prefatory  note : 
“  Whatever  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  add  my  quota 
to  the  useful  information  and  instruction  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  pages,  still  it  is  with  much 
diffidence  that  I  presume  to  revise  and  make  such 
alterations  as  may  seem  needful.  It  must,  however, 
be  remembered  that  thirty  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  publication  of  ‘  Trout  Fishing  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,’  aud  that  the  local  changes  have  been 
great,  the  facilities  for  angling  largely  increased, 
and  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  successfully 
exercised  (to  suppress  poaching  and  improve  the 
fishing).  Therefore,  it  has  become  highly  neces¬ 
sary  to  thoroughly  revise  the  book,  in  order  to 
make  the  information  as  accurate  as  possible  to 
date.  Written  so  long  ago  by  Mr.  S.  M.  Tod,  and 
dedicated  to  his  brother,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  (one  of  the 
ablest  writers  of  the  present  day  on  piscatorial 
subjects  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other  well- 
known  papers),  I  have  been  careful,  as  strictly  as 
possible,  to  adhere  to  the  original  text,  and  trust 
nothing  in  my  humble  efforts  will  mar  the  work 
of  a  past  master  in  the  sport  all  anglers  love  so 
well.”  The  little  work  is  published  at  the  Isle  of 
Man  Times  office,  Douglas. 


It  may  be  interesting  to  many  of  our  subscribers 
to  know  that  at  the  Industrial  Exhibition  and 
Loan  Collection  to  be  held  at  the  Board  School, 
Chatham-place,  Morning-lane,  Hackney,  there 
will  be  a  large  collection  of  fish  exhibited  by  many 
noted  anglers.  The  exhibition  will  be  opened  on 
Eister  Monday  by  Lady  Frederick  Cavendish, 
and  will  continue  open  till  Thursday,  being  visited 
on  Tuesday  by  Princess  Mary  Adelaide  and  the 
Duke  of  Teck. 


Lately  there  has  been  a  grand  run  of  fish  up 
the  Awe  on  their  way  to  the  Orchy,  on  which  the 
early  salmon  angling  ought  to  open  very 
auspiciously  this  year,  the  day  following  the  first 
heavy  flood.  _ 

It  is  believed  there  is  now  a  good  number  of 
fresh-ruu  fish  in  Lord  Abinger’s  fine  salmon 
fishery,  the  Lochy-Spean.  Little,  however,  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  angling,  as  few  of  the 
gentlemen  who  rent  the  beats  have  yet  gone  north. 


Mr.  Murdoch  writes  thathe  learns  from  several 
quarters  that  in  the  early  days  of  this  week  there 
was  a  good  rise  of  trout  in  Don  and  Deveron  for 
an  hour  or  two  about  the  height  of  the  day. 


It  is  reported  that  the  trout  in  the  early  rivers 
aud  streams  of  Scotland  are  not  in  a  forward  state 
of  condition  for  the  time  of  the  year.  The  snow¬ 
storm  must  have  caused  them  to  go  off  in 
“  colour,”  losing  most  of  the  condition  they  had 
gained  before  it  came  on. 


Mtss  Reid,  the  proprietress  of  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  has  rented  the  Culter  section  of 
the  Dee,  and  guests  at  the  “  Imperial,”  going  to 
fish  this  stretch,  may  count  on  fine  sport  with 
finuock  next  month.  For  this  early  finnock  fish¬ 
ing,  Culter  is  the  best  stretch  of  the  Dee,  and 
April  is  the  best  month.  By  fishing  with  parr- 
tail,  or  natural  minnow,  very  good  baskets  of  large 
yellow  trout  are  got  in  two  of  the  Culter  streams 
during  the  latter  half  of  May  and  early  in  June. 


A  parcel  of  whalebone  was  sold  in  Dundee  the 


other  day  at  the  enormous  price  of  .£2,250  per  ton. 
This  is  the  highest  price  yet  reached  for  whale¬ 
bone. 


John  Cameron,  one  of  the  keepers  at  Fearn 
Lodge,  Ardgay,  Ross-shire,  has  captured,  by  means 
of  a  trap,  a  fine  specimen  of  that  rare  bird  the 
golden  eagle  on  the  Muieblairy  moor.  It  was  in 
splendid  plumage,  and  its  spread  of  wings  when 
stretched  out  measured  7ft.  ljin.  from  tip  to  tip. 
It  has  been  sent  for  preservation  to  Mr.  MacLeay, 
taxidermist,  Inverness. 
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The  Lakes  for  Anglers. — A  meeting  of  anglers 
and  others  interested  in  the  proposed  scheme  for 
converting  Windermere  and  other  lakes  and  tarns 
in  the  Lake  District  into  angling  waters  was  held 
at  the  Old  England  Hotel,  Bowness,  recently. 
Mr.  John  Fell,  the  chairman  of  the  Kent  Fishery 
Board,  presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance 
of  gentlemen  both  from  a  distance  and  resident  in 
the  district.  The  chairman,  in  opening  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  said  the  netting  rights  of  the  Lake 
Windermere  had  been  secured  by  the  fishery  board 
on  behalf  of  the  association  about  to  be  formed 
for  tbe  carrying  out  of  the  cultivation  of  game  fish, 
so  as  to  make  the  English  lakes  areas  of  sport  for 
anglers  equal  to  the  lochs  of  Scotland,  or  of  other 
more  distant  countries  to  which  the  sportsmen  of 
this  populous  portion  of  the  kingdom  had  to  go 
for  their  fishing.  Several  gentlemen  spoke  and 
expressed  themselves  confident  of  the  capacity — 
by  cultivation — of  Windermere  Lake  for  affording 
as  much  sport  and  growing  as  fine  a  quality  of 
trout  as  any  water  in  the  world  ;  and  equally  con¬ 
fident  that  funds  adequate  to  carry  out  the 
intentions  of  the  author  and  promoters  of  this 
popular  object  will  be  cheerfully  subscribed  by 
the  residents,  who  will  be  most  advantaged 
monetarily  by  anglers,  aud  by  all  who  feel  an 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  most  beautiful 
portion  of  Great  Britain,  the  waters  of  which  have 
been  so  long  abused  and  neglected.  A  resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Bridson,  to  the  effect  that 
an  association,  to  be  called  the  Lake  District 
Angling  Association.be  now  formed,  was  seconded, 
and  afterwards  enthusiastically  supported  by 
several  speakers.  Another  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  twelve,  with 
power  to  add  to  their  number,  was  also  passed. 
This,  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
ended  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  the  members 
of  the  newly-appointed  committee  who  were 
present  being  requested  to  remain  and  arrange  for 
the  immediate  prosecution  of  their  functions. 

The  March  Brown.— A  subscriber  in  the  west 
of  England  writes: -“I  see  questions  anent 
dressing  of  March  Brown  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  enclose  (1)  one  of  the  most  killing  patterns  on 
both  Usk  and  Dart  that  I  have  used.  The  origi¬ 
nal  was  devised  by  Peake,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
of  Abergavenny,  in  deep  consultation  with  Mr. 
Pochin  (whom  you  may  know  as  an  Usk  salmon 
fisherman)  and  myself.  That  enclosed,  however, 
is  not  quite  up  to  Peake’s  dressing.  The  wing 
should  be  hen  silver  pheasant  (which  I  think  the 
one  sent  is  not),  and  the  sample  is  a  bit  over 
hackled,  I  consider.  Still  this  dressing  killed  here 
right  through  the  season  last  year.  The  partridge 
hackle  and  grey  quill  body,  also  enclosed  (2),  kills 
in  March  Brown  time,  and  is  probably  taken  for 
it.  I  enclose  you  also  (J)  a  new  dressing  of  the 
Half  Stone,  with  orange  tail.  It  kills  well.  I 
have  added  also  two  or  three  local  flies,  which  will 
perhaps  interest  you.  Should  you  care  to  run 
down  here  at  any  time,  and  like  to  let  mo  know, 
I  should  be  very  pleased  to  give  you  a  bed 
(generally  a  spare  room  vacant)  and  a  permit  for 
the  most  difficult  water  on  the  Dart,  containing 
trout  up  to  21b.  or  more,  where  a  dry-fly  expert 
ought  to  do  something.  I  could  also  get  you  leave 
on  almost  any  of  the  preserves  or  other  parts  of 

Dart.”  .  „ 

[The  flies  are  all  excellent.  We  specially  like 
the  partridge  hackle  and  grey  quill  body.  The  old 
Devonshire  favourite,  the  Half  Stone,  with  orange 
instead  of  yellow  tail,  looks  tempting,  but,  as  a 
rule,  yellow  can  give  orange  almost  any  odds  in 
trout  flies.  Another  pattern  we  like  much  is  one 


with  light  starling  wing,  bare  grey  quill  body, 
emerging  out  of  a  bit  of  dark  and  light  hare’s  fur, 
bunched  up  nicely  under  the  wings.  This  style  of 
dressing  always  reminds  us  of  the  poodle  business, 
full  dress  in  front  and  naked  behind.  We  have  told 
our  correspondent  if  we  ever  have  the  luck  to  get 
to  South  Devon  again  we  shall  look  him  up  aud 
thank  him  for  his  kind  offer.  Would  it  were  pos¬ 
sible  to  be  at  work  in  London  and  away  fishing 
in  the  country  at  tbe  same  time  ! — Ed.] 

'Ail  3  ,  jh  1 - - 

Alfred  Jardine. 

Accept  this  homage  !  coming  from  a  friend  — 

A  friend  who’s  known  you  long  and  found  you  true. 
May  you  to  others  long  your  friendship  lend, 

And  i  be  there  to  fraternise  with  you. 

You’re  sixty  four  !  and  still  at  time  can  nod, 

At  sixty-four  still  hale  and  strong,  I  ween. 

For  many  years  may  you  still  handle  rod. 

Good  night,  best  fisherman  !  Good  night,  Jardiue  ! 

Tom  Warren  (March  25,  1891). 


Curious  Shooting  Case. — At  the  Sheriff  Court, 
Ayr,  Henry  Marshall,  gamekeeper,  Kilkerrau,  was 
charged  with  loading  an  alarm  gun  with  cartridge 
containing  powder  and  shot ;  and  Robert  Inglis, 
forester,  having  come  into  contact  with  a  wire 
attached  to  tbe  gun,  it  was  discharged,  and  part 
of  the  shot  lodged  in  his  hand.  Accused  pleaded 
guilty,  and  explained  that  on  the  night  in  question 
he  forgot  to  bring  a  blank  cartridge,  and  had 
stupidly  put  a  common  cartridge  into  the  gun. 
The  guns  were  used  for  the  detection  of  poachers, 
were  fixed  to  trees,  and  the  explosion  went  into 
the  air.  The  sheriff  said  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  risk  in  using  such  guns,  and  that  should 
be  put  a  stop  to.  The  accused  had  been  guilty  of 
acting  contrary  to  orders  in  putting  in  shot,  and 
accordingly  he  imposed  a  penalty  of  £5,  or  thirty 
days’  imprisonment. — Glasgow  Herald. 

To  Carry  Fish  Alive  to  a  Great  Distance  — 
Take  an  ounce  of  white  sugar  candy  and  as  much 
saltpetre  as  is  about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  as 
much  wheat  flour  ;  mix  them  together,  and  put 
it  in  a  little  box  in  your  pocket.  This  quantity 
is  sufficient  for  a  pail  of  water.  Having  provided 
a  convenient  vessel  to  carry  the  fish,  and  put  in 
it  some  white  bread  crumbled,  when  the  water 
begins  to  grow  warm,  and  the  fish  put  up  their 
heads  to  the  top,  then  add  a  small  quantity  of 
this  powder  into  the  water,  which  cools  it  and 
preserves  the  fish.  The  water  if  possible  should 
be  changed  every  four  or  five  miles,  and  the 
powdered  saltpetre,  &c.,  added  as  oft  as  you  see 
occasion.  By  this  means  trout  may  be  brought 
above  forty  miles  alive  and  well. -FVo»i  the 
“  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  year  1752,  vol.  xxii., 
page  308. _ 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Pisca¬ 
torial  Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing 
Gazttee  by  Messrs  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Patent  Agents  and  Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane, 
London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys  for  the 
procuration  of  English  and  loreigu  I  atents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  : — 

4,521.— William  Phillips,  of  Newlaud  Cottage,  Red- 
’  ditch,  for  “  Improvements  in  ferrules  for  angling 

purposes." _ 

“  To-morrow  will  be  Friday.”—"  Once,”  writes 
an  angler,  “  with  rod  and  basket  I  set  out  to  reach 
a  stream  at  sunrise.  Trespassing,  I  suddenly 
found  myself  opposite  Farmer  Growler’s,  who, 
with  his  dog  Towser,  was  stealthily  awaiting  my 
approach.  Fortunately  the  stream  separated  us, 
and  the  bridge  at  a  distance.  The.  dog  quickly 
received  orders  to  cross,  and  as  quickly  obeyed. 
To  escape  his  fleetness  and  ferocity  was  impos¬ 
sible,  so  up  the  nearest  tree  I  climbed,  with  the 
dog  at  its  foot,  and  Growler  across  the  river 
hastening  to  the  bridge,  and  shouting,  Hold  him, 
Towser— hold  him  !  ’  Thrusting  my  hand  into 
the  basket,  I  procured  a  strong  fish-hook,  and 
speedily  attached  it  to  a  stout  piece  of  string. 
With  a  dainty  sandwich  as  bait  I  fished  from  my 
elevated  position  and  caught  the  dog.  Fastening 
the  end  to  a  branch  of  the  tree,  I  hastened  down 
the  other  side  in  safety  just  as  Growler  entered 
the  field,  and,  making  my  escape  in  the  opposite 
direction,  I  greeted  him  with,  ‘  Hold  him,  Towser 
— hold  him  !  ’  ” 
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A  FEW  STRAY  NOTES. 
FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS.  — 
CLUB  REPORTS.— HAS  SILKWORM  GUT 
A  SKIN? 

r~“:"  By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

Probably  few  anglers  have  seen  more  of  the 
large  fishing  tackle  manufactories  and  important 
houses  in  which  anglers’  requisites  are  retailed 
than  I  have.  My  duty  in  connection  with  the 
Fishing  Gazette  has  called  me  to  many  parts  of 
Great  Britain,  and  I  have  invariably  availed  my¬ 
self  of  the  kind  offers — always  tendered  in  a  cordial 
manner  by  the  proprietors — to  have  a  look  round 
the  various  establishments  situated  in  the  localities 
I  have  visited.  Let  not  the  reader  think  this 
article  is  to  be  a  puff  for  the  tackle  makers,  be¬ 
cause  it  isn’t.  If  anything,  it  will  perhaps  be  quite 
to' the  contrary. 

It  is  said,  in  connection  with  somebody’s 
mustard,  that  the  proprietor  of  a  firm  that  pro¬ 
duces  that  necessary  part  of  the  contents  of  our 
cruet-stands,  upon  hearing  an  exclamation, 
“  What  an  enormous  quantity  of  mustard  must  be 
eaten  1  ”  calmly  observed,  “  It  is  not  what  is 
eaten  that  creates  the  great  demand,  but  what  is 
left  upon  the  plate !  ”  I  suppose  it  is  much  the 
same  with  fishing  tackle.  Not  that  I  wish  to  convey 
the  idea  that  we  eat  part  of  our  tackle  and  leave 
the  greater  proportion  upon  our  plate  ;  I  simply 
wish  to  assert  that  if  we  used  all  the  fishing  tackle 
made,  great  Scott  I  we  should  all  always  have  to 
be  going  a-fishing,  and  that  would  be  a  pity.  It  is 
even  worse  with  the  fishing  tackle  than  with  the 
mustard,  because  I  verily  believe  that  what  is 
worth  using  is  used,  and  only  that  which  is  useless 
is  “  left  upon  the  plate.”  I  well  remember  meet¬ 
ing  an  angler  on  a  south  country  trout  stream. 
Watching  his  rod  from  a  distance  I  was  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  it  worked  well.  He  certainly 
threw  a  decent  line,  yet  he  caught  no  fish. 
“  Wrong  fly,”  I  thought,  and  wrong  fly  it  was  ; 
but  I  was  hardly  prepared  to  see  the  utterly  use¬ 
less  selection  I  did.  Strolling  up  to  him  I  entered 
into  conversation,  and  learnt  that  he  had  gone  to 
a  firm,  and  telling  the  shopman  where  he  was  in¬ 
tending  to  fish,  asked  to  be  fitted  out.  The  rod, 
line  and  winch  he  had  were  as  good  as  one  could 
wish  to  handle,  but,  oh  !  the  casts  and  the  flies  ! 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  first  point  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  enormous  production  of  fishing 
tackle.  If  the  shopman  who  had  supplied  this 
angler  had  been  a  practical  angler  himself,  he 
would  never  have  dreamed  of  putting  up  such 
utterly  useless  wiDged  atrocities.  In  ordering 
goods  from  the  wholesale  manufacturers,  practi¬ 
cal  shopmen  only  specify  such  as  can  really  be 
sold  to  use ;  hence  if  all  our  shopmen  were  prac¬ 
tical  anglers,  manufacturers  would  find  it  didn’t 
pay  to  carry  samples  of  inferior  or  wrongly-made 
goods,  and  they  would  not  do  so.  It  is  a  surpris¬ 
ing  fact  that  many  assistants  in  tackle  shops  know 
no  more  of  fishing  as  an  art  than  I  know  of  the 
interior  of  the  earth.  Consequently  they  stock 
their  shops  with  tackle  that  is  of  no  earthly  use  ; 
and  as  long  as  there  is  a  demand  from  the  retail 
houses  for  taper-ferrules,  flat  gut,  soft  or  brittle 
hooks,  Blue  Duns  that  have  been  “blued”  with 
the  blue-bag,  “  improved  ”  taper  lines  that  would 
be  better  “  improved ’’ off  the  face  of  the  earth, 
&c.,  there  will  always  be  some  wholesale  houses 
prepared  to  meet  it.  But  as  the  knowledge  of 
the  buyer  increases,  these  articles  are  naturally 
“left  upon  the  plate.” 

The  “faddist”  has  a  lot  to  do  with  this  un- 
neccessary  production.  By  “  faddist  ”  I  do  not 
mean  those  anglers  who  have  introduced  bond  tide 
improvements  in  fishing  tackle  ;  these  latter  gen¬ 
tlemen  are  deserving  of  the  genuine  thanks  of 
the  general  b id v  of  anglers.  Such  men  as  Stewart, 
Hall,  Ilalford,  Marryatt,  Marston,  &e.,  would  not 
flood  the  market  with  useless  ideas ;  but  I  have 
seen  in  m  inufacturing  firms  and  retail  houses 
hundred-weights  of  “  improvements,”  that  have 
been  brought  out  under  the  auspices  of  non- 
practical  retailers  at  the  recommendation  of 
“  faddists  ’’ — all  “  left  upon  the  plate.” 

The  next  point  in  this  connection  is  probably 
the  worst  phase  of  the  whole  questiou.  I  allude 
t o  tho  r  that,  some  firms  will  “  get  up  ”  a  really 
good  thing,  and  send  it  to  prominent  auglers 
and  newspapers  for  an  opinion.  The  article — 
being  re  dig  good — is  favourably  noticed  by  the 
accepted  authorities  upon  such  subjects,  and  upon 
vie  faith  of  this  the  general  angling  public  at  once 


send  for  it.  Mark  the  result.  After  the  first  supply 
is  disposed  of,  these  firms,  either  through  ignorance 
or  deliberately,  send  out  stuff  that  is  no  more  like 
that  which  was  originally  noticed  than  a  fly-rod  is 
like  a  hop-pole.  The  natural  result  is  the  goods 
are  “  left  upon  the  plate,”  and  the  newspapers 
or  prominent  anglers  are  anything  but  blessed  for 
their  recommendation.  The  remedy  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  press  and  the  general  angling  public. 
The  former  should  refuse  to  notice  any  goods 
afterwards  sent  from  the  same  firm  ;  the  latter 
should  refuse  to  have  any  future  dealings  with 
the  perpetrators  of  the  fraud.  Always  remember 
there  are  plenty  of  respectable  firms  that  can  be 
relied  upon. 

A  few  words  about  fishing  tackle,  &c.,  for  notice. 
In  my  opinion,  the  prospect  of  having  their  goods 
noticed  in  the  Field  or  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
urged  manufacturers  to  vastly  improve  their  pro¬ 
ductions  ;  they  know  very  well  the  articles  they 
send  for  notice  must  be  well  made  and  thoroughly 
practical,  or  the  desired  end  will  not  be  attained  ; 
for  it  is  a  great  absurdity  to  think  that  the  editors 
or  any  of  the  staff  of  the  papers  mentioned  will 
notice  anything  sent  to  them.  It  is  also  very  use¬ 
ful  to  the  readers  of  such  papers ;  by  drawing  their 
attention  to  new  and  improved  ideas  old  and  less 
successful  ones  are  discarded.  There  are  indi¬ 
viduals  who  read  a  notice  of  fishing  tackle — 
written  quite  as  much  for  their  information  as  for 
the  benefit  of  the  makers — with  a  sneer;  so  there  are 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  would  do  away 
with  articles  upon  salmon  and  trout  fishing ; 
others  who  would  “  drop  ”  the  angling  club 
reports  ;  others  who  fancy  they  could  conduct  the 
whole  paper  far  better  than  the  present  staff  do  ; 
and  so  on,  ad  infinitum.  Those  who  really  have 
the  work  to  do  know  that  each  department  has 
its  attraction,  and  not  the  least  important  and 
instructive  is  “Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice.”  It 
has  been  the  means  of  exploding  a  lot  of  “fads,” 
and  has  put  a  rare  lot  of  inferior  tackle  and  out- 
of-date  ideas  “  on  the  plate.”  A  genuine  notice 
of  fishing  tackle  is  quite  as  much  guide  and  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  angling  public  as  a  genuine  review 
is  to  the  reading  public. 

Speaking  of  angling  club  reports,  I  noticed  the 
worthy  secretary  of  a  provincial  club  had  a 
grumble  last  week  at  the  “  powers  that  be  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette ,”  for  “  so  ruthlessly  striking  out 
the  names  of  singers  and  songs  sung.”  Now  is  this 
a  fishing  paper  or  a  harmonic  journal  ?  Our 
Editor  has  issued  strict  orders  that  all  club  re¬ 
ports  that  are  concise  and  keep  to  the  point  are  to 
be  inserted — and  they  are,  I  believe  ;  but  who 
wants  to  know  that  Mr.  So-and-So  sang  “  The 
Anchor’s  Weighed,”  or  how  much  it  weighed  ? 
Secretaries  of  clubs  would  do  well  to  insert  infor¬ 
mation  generally  interesting,  such  as  dates  and 
reports  of  special  meetings,  reports  of  outings,  and 
the  fish  caught  (that  is  if  the  fish  weigh  more  than 
half-an-ounce  ;  I  believe  that  is  the  limit !),  dates 
and  reports  of  the  reading  of  papers,  &c.  The 
whole  of  the  club  repcrts  should  be  interesting  to 
all  club  men,  and  not  just  written  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  members  of  the  particular  club 
reported.  Moreover,  if  we  take  a  particular  club, 
in  years  to  come  the  members  of  that  club  will 
read  with  interest  the  reports  as  forwarded  to  the 
F.G.  by  their  secretaries,  if  they  form  a  faithful 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past ;  but  I  doubt  if 
they  will  feel  interested  in  the  weighing  of  that 
anchor ! 

Has  silkworm  gut  a  skin  ?  In  making  this  query 
it  must  be  understood  I  mean  silkworm  gut  as  it 
is  put  upon  the  market  ready  for  making  into 
lines,  traces,  &c.  The  reason  I  make  the  query  is 
this  :  if  it  has  no  skin,  then  drawn  gut  —properly 
drawn— must  be  equally  as  strong  in  proportion 
to  its  thickness,  and  equally  as  durable,  as  un¬ 
drawn  gut,  always  supposing  it  is  of  equal  quality  ; 
and  the  often-repeated  assertion  that  drawing 
gut  destroys  the  skin  is  erroneous. 

Now,  “  one  of  the  charms  of  angliug  is  that  it 
presents  an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation, 
and  experiment.”  I  believe  hitherto  the  accepted 
theory  has  been  that  silkworm  gut  has  a  skin,  and 
that  drawing  it  more  or  less  destroys  that  skin. 
I  must  confess,  although  I  have  known  for  many 
years  past  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference 
in  drawn  gut,  and  that  some  well-drawn  gut  has  been 
sold  to,  and  accepted  by,  anglers  of  some  repute  as 
undrawn,  yet  I  have  always  thought  the  outer  sur- 
faco  of  gut  is  a  skin  which,  destroyed  in  drawing, 
injures  the  strand  considerably. 


Now  it  appears  this  is  not  so  !  I  have  not 
rushed  info  print  over  this  matter  without  having 
very  carefully  inquired  into  it  in  the  most  reliable 
places.  Those  who  ought  to  know  most  about  it 
— and  probably  do — unhesitatingly  assert  that 
silkworm  gut  has  no  skin  !  And  they  have  more 
than  partially  converted  me  to  their  way  of  think¬ 
ing.  They  go  still  further,  and  assert  that  it  is 
exactly  the  same  in  every  respect  right  to  the 
very  centre  as  it  is  upon  the  surface.  Still 
further,  if  drawn  properly  it  is  in  every  respect  the 
same  in  appearance,  durability,  and  strength  (of 
course  in  proportion  to  its  thickness).  It  is  only 
when  gut  is  badly  drawn  that  it  developes  that 
ragged  appearance  aud  frays  in  use. 

I  have  a  rare  lot  “  up  my  sleeve  ”  on  this  matter, 
but  would  like  the  matter  to  be  ventilated  by  abler 
pens  than  mine.  Let  it  be  firmly  understood  this 
is  no  attempt  to  “  make  copy.’’  I  fancy  those  who 
believe  silkworm  gut  has  a  skin  will  have  some 
difficulty  in  proving  it  after  a  few  who  are  “  in  the 
know  ’’  have  been  heard  on  the  subject. 


LETTERS  FROM  IRELAND.— No.  2. 

[From  our  Special  Correspondent.] 

When  I  closed  my  first  letter  the  rain  was  com¬ 
ing  down  gaily,  and  its  pleasant  plashing  begat 
bright  hope  in  my  angler’s  heart.  As  we  steamed 
out”of  Broadstone  terminus  the  great  drops  beat 
“furiously  on  the  glass  roof,  and  I  felt  assured  that 
at  length  the  weather  had  broken,  and  that  the 
rivers  would  soon  fill,  to  the  content  of  the  belated 
Irish  salmon  hunters,  whose  time  had  hitherto 
been  wasted.  Alas  !  hope  told  but  a  flattering 
tale,  and  loDg  before  we  reached  Mullingar  the 
welcome  rain  had  ceased,  and  when  we  passed 
Athlone  into  Connaught  a  frost-nip  prevailed,  and 
crisped  your  correspondent’s  breath  in  lovely  ice 
tracery  on  the  close-shut  carriage  window.  At 
Castletown,  the  little  Westmeath  station,  a  local 
sportsman  got  in  and  alleviated  the  depression 
which  tbe  biting  weather  had  induced  by  an 
account  of  what  had  been  done  by  the  society  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Westmeath  lakes  and  the 
affluents  of  the  Shannon  thereabouts. 

His  narrative  was  very  interesting,  and  those 
numerous  anglers  who  have  known  the  delights 
of  Derravargh,  Ennel,  Owell,  or  the  singing  Inny, 
will  rejoice  to  learn  that  much  has  been  done  to 
put  down  poaching  on  that  sweet  river  and  those 
loughs  best  beloved  of  the  May-fly  and  of  Dappers 
in  green  Ireland. 

The  weather  grew  harsher  the  further  we  went 
westward,  and  at  Ballina  it  took  all  the  warmth 
of  honest  Frank  Hearns’  hearty  welcome  to  cheer 
me  up  a  little. 

“  Plenty  of  fish  in  the  estuary,  plenty  of  kelts 
in  the  river  ;  those  other  unable  to  get  up,  these 
latter  to  get  down,  but  yet  a  springer  possible.” 
Such  was  Hearns’  greeting  speech.  On  Saturday 
at  Ballina  one  may  not  angle  except  by  special 
permission  from  the  “family  proprietors  of  re¬ 
served  rods.”  Mr.  G - ,  on  whom  I  depended 

for  permission,  was  unfortunately  from  home,  and 
so  I  could  not  fish  at  Ballina  on  that  day.  Sub¬ 
sequent  experience,  however,  modified  my  regret, 
for  during  the  following  eight  days  the  salmon 
anglers,  including  your  correspondent,  failed,  I 
believe,  to  secure  a  single  spring  fish,  nor  did  tho 
nets  of  Messrs.  Little  &  Co.  do  much.  In  default 
of  fishing  in  the  river  Hearns  and  I  started  be¬ 
times  for  the  lakes,  but  the  story  of  what  we  did 
there  is  scarcely  better  worth  telling  than  our 
failure  on  the  river  from  below  the  weirs  to 
Belleck,  when  on  the  last  day  of  my  stay  the  paK* 
ful  truth  was  forced  on  mo  that  till  a  complete 
change  of  weather  comes  no  sport  is  possible  in 
western  Irish  waters. 

On  the  lake,  at  the  cast  between  GarraDn-bui 
and  Bossy,  Hearns  turned  over  a  nice  springer 
with  the  Gosshawk,  but  no  manipulation 
would  induce  him  (the  fish)  to  try  again.  Then 
kelts  (“slangers”  locally)  would  ravenously 
come  to  be  hooked,  netted,  and  released;  and 
finally,  to  crown  my  ill  luck,  a  noble  springe  r 
took  me,  and  broke  at  the  first  rush  a  long-trusted 
and  well-tried  Shannon  rod,  my  doughtiest  com¬ 
panion  by  stream  and  on  lough  through  many 
pleasant  years  gone  by. 

The  little  rod  snapped  at  tho  grip,  just  wher6 
I  such  rods  not  seldom  go  in  vigorous  casting.  This 
beautiful  instrument  had  been  so  well  tried  in  the 


March  2<S,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


199 


past  that  I  can  only  attribute  its  breaking  to 
some  effect  of  the  great  cold  in  the  fibres  of  the 
rod,  which  during  the  few  preceding  months  had 
hung  in  a  well-warmed  room.  At  Foxford  the 
tale  was  the  same  as(if  not  worse  than)  at  Ballina. 
The  river  was  lower  than  it  had  been  at  Patrick- 
mass  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant.  A 
shower  to  be  sure  we  now  and  then  had,  but  with 
a  rushing  wind  which  tore  the  surface  of  shallow 
Lough  Cullen,  and  filled  the  river  with  the  silver 
sand  fatal  to  sport  and  patience. 

While  I  was  at  Foxford  old  Devanny  killed  a 
brace  of  very  pretty  trout  in  such  condition  as 
assures  me  that  Salmo  fario  is  now  there¬ 
away  in  warrantable  condition. 

The  nets  on  Mr.  S.  O’G.  McDermott’s  fishery 
were  doing  fairly  well.  AmoDgst  the  captures  was 
a  beautiful  springer,  with  the  sea-louse  on  him,  and 
an  uninjured  Orange  Grouse  of  Hearns’  tying  in 
his  doroal-fin.  A  good  piece  of  trace  was  attached 
to  the  fly  (a  dropper).  The  capture  was  made 
early  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  enquiry  enabled 
me  to  trace  the  fish  back  to  Ballina,  where  Flynn, 
the  son  of  the  hotel  proprietor,  had  been  broken 
by  him  after  a  short  fight  on  the  preceding 
Saturday. 

The  distance  travelled  in  this  very  low  water 
was  perhaps  eleven  miles,  a  length  easily  covered 
between  Saturday  and  Tuesday.  The  remarkable 
circumstance  for  me  is  the  presence  of  the  parasite 
for  such  a  time  in  a  fish  struggling  strenuously 
through  quite  fresh,  rapid,  and  comparatively 
shallow  fresh  waters. 

I  was  able  before  leaving  Ballina,  and  by  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Scrope,  a  local  banker,  to  inspect 
a  very  beautiful  fish,  and  remove  for  myself  at 
least  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  state¬ 
ments  of  the  great  Irish  naturalist,  Thompson, 
that  the  Moy  and  other  western  waters  held  bull¬ 
trout  ( eriox ).  When  “  Jim  ’’  Hearns  conveyed  to 
me  Mr.  Scrope’s  request  to  look  at  the  fish,  he 
described  it  as  a  white  trout  ( Anglice ,  sea  trout). 
When  I  saw  the  fish  I  at  once  concluded  that  he 
was  not  a  sea  trout,  of  the  ordinary  pattern,  at 
least,  and  abandoned  my  long-held  opinion  that 
no  bull  trout  was  to  be  found  in  Connaught 
waters.  The  fish  in  question  weighed  181b.,  and 
is  quite  the  handsomest  fish  I  ever  saw.  Short, 
compact,  and  with  a  head  not  larger  than  in 
ordinary  the  best  brook  trout  of  21b.  His 
tail,  too,  is  very  remarkable,  for  though  quite 
evidently  a  young  fish  (his  fins  and  fin-rays  are 
quite  delicate  and  not  ossified  hardly;  it  is  posi¬ 
tively  convex,  the  centre  rays  projecting  by  at 
least  half-an-inch  further  than  the  lowermost 
and  highermost  caudal  extensors.  Of  the  other 
Mayo  fishings  I  have  little  to  say  more  interesting 
thau  my  barren  story  of  the  Mow  Nowhere  are 
things  a  doit  better  than  at  Ballina.  Yet  my 
visit  to  that  wildest  western  land  was  not  without 
pleasant  reminiscences  and  pleasant  anticipations. 
The  native  hospitality  provoked  the  former,  and 
the  silver  fish  everywhere  filling  the  estuaries 
awaiting  a  thorough  rainfall  justifies  a  hopeful 
look  forward. 

In  Westport  and  Ballinrobe  home  opinion 
warmly  supports  the  newly-started  scheme  of  Mr. 
Henry  Hodgson  to  foster  the  Mask,  Corrib,  and 
other  fisheries.  To  effectually  stop  cross-lining 
without  new  legislation  seems  the  great  difficulty. 
Y  ;t  it  was  stopped  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  and 
what  was  possible  then  may  surely  be  possible  on 
these  grand  waters,  which  in  Mayo  and  Galway 
present  natural  angling  opportunities  not  second 
to  any  in  Europe. 

In  my  next  letter  I  hope  to  tell  of  other  Irish 
waters  far  afield  from  my  late  journeyings,  but 
till  rain  comes  I  believe  no  Irish  angling  will  be 
worth  following. 

Mr.  Haynes  informs  me  that  Cork  is  on  the 
brink  of  a  water  famine.  From  Kerry  comes  the 
same  sad  note.  Happily  this  cry,  so  heartbreaking 
to  anglers,  arises  from  a  condition  favourable  to 
spring  sowing.  And  for  the  country’s  sake,  and 
its  poor,  perhaps  the  deferred  hope  of  salmon 
fishing  is  not  without  a  sufficient  balm  for  the 
hearts  of  the  ever  kindly  people  who  go  a  fishing. 


***  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  tbsir  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as 
possible. 


Wanted  — Active  Youth,  to  learn  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Trade; 
must  he  f  >iid  of  Anpllng.  Premium  required,  returnable  in 
wages,  llef-rences  given  and  required. — Ai'.dr.  s»  Vox,  care  of 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  F)uns‘an’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


THE  UPS  AND  DOWNS  OF  A 
LONDON  ANGLING  CLUB. 

By  E.  S. 

THE  ST.  JOHN’S  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  life  of  a  London  angling  club,  if  it  extend 
over  any  lengthened  period  of  time,  is  not  a  bed  of 
roses.  The  committee  have  many  unpleasant 
matters  to  deal  with  ;  change  of  residence,  eccen¬ 
tricities  of  landlords,  dishonesty  of  secretaries, 
and  that  worst  of  all  evils — internal  dissension. 
A  great  deal  depends  upon  the  secretary  and  land¬ 
lord,  for  it  may  be  proved  to  the  hilt  that  given  a 
good  secretary  and  good  landlord  the  club 
generally  prospers.  In  this  connection  it  may 
well  be  observed  that  when  a  club  has  a  good 
secretary  and  landlord  the  members  should  assist 
one  and  all  in  the  work  to  be  done,  and  not  let 
the  burden  of  the  day  be  borne  by  two  or  three 
individuals,  as  is  too  often  the  case. 

Any  angler  who  takes  an  interest  in  the  club 
movement  and  “  gets  about  ”  among  the  different 
societies  must  have  observed  again  and  again  how 
the  same  things  tend  towards  the  success  or 
downfall  of  an  angling  club ;  and  yet  how  many 
promoters  of  new — and  in  many  cases  little 
wanted— clubs  take  to  heart  the  lessons  of  the 
past?  The  success  of  a  club  goes  on  in  leaps  and 
bounds,  and,  intoxicated  with  that  success,  the 
members  seem  blind  to  the  rocks  ahead — rocks 
that  have  wrecked  many  a  club  in  the  past,  and 
which  could  be  with  a  little  careful  steering  safely 
passed  in  the  near  future.  Yet  the  good  ship  is 
stranded — sometimes  deliberately  scuttled — and 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  crew  desert  her,  and 
join  another,  without  troubling  to  think  if  the  old 
vessel  can  b9  got  off  the  rocks,  as  in  many  cases 
she  could  be. 

One’s  thoughts  are  led  in  this  direction  by 
tracing  the  career  of  such  a  club  as  the  St.  John's 
Angling  Society,  founded  in  April,  1878,  by  Messrs. 
Oram,  W.  Reynolds,  J.  Troy,  J.  Carpenter,  and 
F.  Thorling,  at  the  Little  Bell,  in  St.  John’s- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell,  with  Mr.  W.  Oram  as 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Troy  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  F. 
Thorling  as  delegate  to  the  Western  Central 
Association,  with  which  it  was  enrolled.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  year  they  left  the  home  of  their 
birth — it  was  not  comfortable  quarters — and  went 
to  the  White  Bear,  in  the  same  street.  At  the 
same  time  occurred  the  first  change  in  the 
managing  officers ;  Mr.  Oram  retired  from  the 
office  of  secretary  and  Mr.  W.  Stevens  filled  the 
position.  Mr.  Troy  also  vacated  the  chair  in 
favour  of  Mr.  F.  Thorling,  and  here  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  for  seven  years  Messrs.  Stevens 
and  Thorling  conducted  the  business  of  their 
respective  offices  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
members.  At  the  end  of  1881  the  club  shifted  to 
the  Three  Compasses,  Cow  CroS3-street,  Farring- 
don-street  Station,  kept  then  by  Mr.  H.  Gill, 
who  proved  to  be  one  of  the  right  sort.  The 
success  of  the  club  may  be  said  to  have  com¬ 
menced  with  his  connection  with  it.  The  St. 
John’s  went  under  his  wing  with  eighteen  mem¬ 
bers,  and  in  less  than  twelve  months  that  num¬ 
ber  was  increased  to  forty-two.  Some  of  the 
best  members  the  club  ever  had  were  included  in 
this  number,  and  several  of  them  have  remained 
till  the  present  day.  Others  have  been  claimed 
by  the  grim  tyrant,  Death,  and  the  rest  have  left 
from  varied  causes. 

In  “  those  days”  the  club-room  upon  weighing- 
in  night  presented  the  appearance  of  a  prosperous 
fishmonger’s  shop.  Frequently  the  trays  were  not 
large  or  numerous  enough  to  hold  the  many 
catches  brought  to  the  club-house,  large  quantities 
of  fish  would  be  shown  in  the  bar,  and  crowds  of 
admirers  of  fresh-water  fish  would  pay  a  visit  to 
have  a  look  at  the  fish  and  take  some  away.  It 
was  at  Mr.  Gill’s  house  also  that  the  concerts,  for 
which  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society  was  so 
famous,  were  first  started.  Among  the  members 
were  several  vocalists  and  instrumentalists  above 
the  average  (Messrs.  J.  Newton  and  A.  Hall 
deserving  especial  notice),  and  anglers  and  friends 
from  all  parts  would  assist  in  filling  the  large 
club-room  upon  these  thoroughly  enjoyable  occa¬ 
sions.  At  times  the  St.  John’s  would  pay  a  visit 
to  other  clubs,  and  their  ground  extended  as  far 
north  as  the  Globe  Angling  Society,  Finsbury 
Park,  and  as  f  ir  east  as  the  Good  Intent,  Church- 
street,  Shoied.tch. 

Mr.  Gill  al  <o  piomoted  the  matches  for  a  “  leg- 
of-mutton  su  'ptr,”  which  sail  supper  generally 


consisted  of  joints  of  all  kinds,  pastry,  &e.  (some¬ 
thing  that  would  have  gladdened  the  heart  of 
a  Ben  Brust).  He  took  great  pride  in  preparing 
a  good  repast,  and  the  anglers  who  assembled 
from  near  and  far  to  compete  ia  the  matches  aud 
participate  in  the  supper  fully  appreciated  his 
efforts,  judging  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
good  things  disappeared. 

But,  alas!  for  the  uncertainty  of  earthly  joys. 
With  the  decease  of  Mr.  Gill — which  lamentable 
occurrence  took  place  on  March  6,  1883— a  cruel 
change  came  o’er  the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  the 
St.  Johu’s.  A  new  landlord  demanded  £12  a 
year  rental  for  the  club-room  ;  their  deceased 
friend  had  charged  nothing.  A  new  landlord 
refused  to  give  anything  in  the  way  of  prizes  ; 
their  old  friend  had  given  T6  a  year.  So  it  was 
decided  to  shift,  and  Messrs.  Hall,  Bell,  aud 
Thorling  were  deputed  to  find  new  quarters  This 
they  did  at  the  Fox  aud  French  Horn,  Cerkenwell- 
green.  But,  oh !  for  the  ups  and  dowus ! 
Scarcely  were  they  settled  there  than  a  law-suit 
was  commeuced  between  the  landlord  aud  tho 
vendor.  Result,  another  landlord,  and  yet 
another,  and  then  the  house  was  closed,  aud  tho 
St.  John’s  had  to  take  up  their  stuffed  fish  and 
walk. 

There  is  a  silver  lining  to  every  cloud,  and  at 
the  Horse  Shoe,  in  Clerkenwell-close,  the  society 
at  last  found  a  very  comfortable  home.  The  con¬ 
certs  were  resumed,  everything  went  as  merrily 
as  a  wedding  bell.  At  this  time  they  had  one  of 
the  finest  shows  of  fish  upon  the  walls  that  could 
be  found  in  Clerkenwell,  principally  lent  by  mem- 
bers,  some  cases,  however,  being  the  ab -solute 
property  of  the  club.  Mr.  F.  Freethy  had  nino 
cases — carp,  bream,  chub,  trout,  and  roach — all 
good  fish;  Mr.  G.  Jeffrys,  two  cases — jack  and 
perch  — both  good  fish;  Mr.  C.  Jeffrys,  a  pike  of 
201b.;  Mr.  R.  Childs,  a  tench  of  51b.;  Mr.  C. 
F udge,  a  roach  of  21b.,  and  a  dace  of  lib. ;  Messrs. 
P.  Leacock  and  F.  Thorling  had  some  cases  also, 
tho  whole— in  conjunction  with  the  many  cases 
belonging  to  the  club— making  a  very  pretty 
show. 

At  this  period,  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Thorling 
retired  from  their  respective  offices  of  secretary 
and  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Battensby  being  appointed  to 
wield  the  pen  and  Mr.  F.  Freethy  the  hammer. 
On  Nov.  30  1836,  Mr.  Thorling  was  presented  with 
a  testimonial;  see  the  following  extract  from  a 
report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  : — 

“Sr.  John’s  Angling  Society.— After  tho  amount  of 
the  contributions  had  been  announced,  the  chairman,  Mr. 
T.  Hall,  had  a  very  pleasant  task  to  perform— viz.,  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  F.  Thorling.  Tho  testimonial 
took  tho  form  of  a  very  handsome  writing-desk,  the  follow¬ 
ing  inscription  being  engraved  on  it ;  ‘Presented  to  Mr.  F. 
Thorling  by  the  members  of  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Club 
as  a  mark  of  esteem,  Nov.  30,  1883.’  Mr.  Hall,  in  the  course 
of  a  very  neat  speech,  appropriately  remarked  that,  not 
only  had  Mr.  Thorling  worked  hard  for  the  interests  of 
anglers  generally,  but  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  his  exertions 
that  our  club  had  attained  the  prosperous  condition  which 
it  now  enjoys— words  that  were  cordially  endorsed  by  us 
all.  Mr.  Thorling,  in  reply,  stated  that  he  was  so  utterly 
taken  by  surprise  that  he  could  not  express  his  thanks  in 
the  manner  he  felt  he  should  like  to,  and  that  he  hoped  ho 
would  live  many  years  yet,  and  work  still  harder  for  liis 
club  and  the  interests  of  angling  generally.  And  so  say 
all  of  us.— John  Battensby,  sec.” 

Yet  another  “  downer  ”  for  the  St.  John’s. 
After  eighteen  months  at  the  Horse-shoe,  that 
house  was  closed.  Aud  then  aa  up.— up — up:  the 
members  located  themselves  at  the  Skinner’s 
Arms,  Coburg-street,  Clerkenwell,  where  they 
still  continue  to  imet.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Freethy 
became  secretary,  and  Mr.  Thorling  once  more 
took  the  ’arnmer  iu  ’is  ’and.  Mr.  Freethy  at  this 
time  was  presented  with  a  complete  roach  fisher¬ 
man’s  outfit  for  services  rendered.  While  Mr. 
Fleck  continued  landlord  things  went  smoothly 
with  the  club,  but  when  he  sold  the  house  the 
new  landlord  played  Old  Harry,  aud  the  cloud  i 
once  more  gathered  round  the  St.  John’s  Augling 
Society.  In  came  the  sheriff’s  officers,  aud  tho 
club  had  a  job  to  save  their  fish  from  being 
“  seized.”  Several  members  became  disgusted 
aud  left  the  club ;  others  took  away  their  fish 
(small  blame  to  them!),  and  things  were  all  sixoi 
and  sevens  until  the  present  landlord  came  upon 
tho  scene,  and  he  by  good  management  has 
pulled  the  house  out  of  the  fire,  and  the  Si. 
John's  are  once  more  in  smooth  water. 

Such  is  the  life  of  a  London  angling  club.  This 
is  a  fair  sample  of  scores  of  clubs.  Iu  competing 
for  their  prizes  the  members  of  the  St.  Johu’s 
adopt  the  day’s  outing  principle,  i.e.,  so  mauy 
prizes  are  allotted  for  that  day,  tho  members  all 
go  to  onQ  water,  aud  each  competition  is  compl-jte 
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in  itself.  They  fish  to  an  increased  standard, 
which  is  as  follows Pike,  19in. ;  tench,  8in.; 
trout,  12in.;  perch  aud  roach,  7£in.;  barbel,  13in.; 
rudd,  7in.  ;  chub,  lOin. ;  dace,  6£in.  ;  carp,  lOin. ; 
gudgeon,  5in  ;  bream,  lOin.;  bleak, Sin. 

They  have  also  adopted  the  idea  of  allowing 
their  wives  aud  sweethearts  to  participate  in  their 
angling  outings,  and  so  far  the  addition  of  the  fair 
sex  has  been  a  decided  success.  Thanks  to  the 
t  fforts  of  Mr.  G.  Blacknell,  the  members  had  a  very 
enjoyable  trip  last  season  by  four-horse  break  to 
Kempton  Park  and  back.  Upon  tbis  occasion, 
Mr.  G.  Pember,  a  member,  succeeded  in  taking 
some  excellent  group  photos  of  the  party. 

The  funds  are  banked  in  the  Seekford-street 
Savings  Bank,  aud  the  present  auditors  of  accounts 
are  Messrs.  J-  Rapley  and  G.  Jeffrys.  The 
financial  position  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  St. 
John’s  Angling  Society  should  soon  renew  its  old 
fame.  The  present  secretary,  Mr.  F.  Thorling,  is 
well-known  to  most  London  anglers.  From 
earliest  youth  he  has  been  an  ardent  angler,  and 
since  the  time  he  put  on  harness  (in  1878,  as  a 
founder  of  this  society)  he  has  been  a  constant 
and  hard  worker  for  the  benefit  of  club  anglers 
generally.  He  sat  upon  the  committee  of  the 
West  Central,  which  he  represented  at  the 
Fisheries  Society’s  meetings.  He  was  district 
officer  for  the  West  Central,  and  still  manages 
Eastern  District  No.  2  for  the  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  United  Visiting  List,  and  has  been  from 
the  first ;  and,  in  fact,  his  hand  is  generally  to  the 
plough.  _ 


When  John  came  home  one  night  with  empty 
creel  and  talked  about  the  big  fish  he  had  caught, 
his  better  half  not  unnaturally  asked  where  it 
was.  “Had  it  for  lunch,  my  dear,’’  said  John. 
“We  were  so  jolly  hungry  that  we  made  a  fire 
and  cooked  it  in  a  bit  of  wet  newspaper.”  But 
half-an-hour  later  John  called  out  loudly, 
“  My  dear,  when  are  we  going  to  have  supper;  I 
have  not  had  a  thing  to  eat  all  day,  and  am  on 
the  verge  of  starvation.”  When  she  heard  this, 
Mary  opened  her  eyes  widely,  but,  like  a  good 
wife,  held  her  peace. _ 

Here  is  an  item  of  news  from  Canterbury : — 
“  During  the  early  part  of  the  week  a  few  decent 
takes  were  made.  The  best  to  hand  is  that  of 
Mr.  J.  H.  Rhodes  and  party,  who,  on  Monday 
evening,  landed  six,  scaling  551b.  Of  these,  the 
largest  went  19lb. — one  of  the  best  taken  this 
season.  Had  it  been  in  really  first-class  condition 
it  would  certainly  not  have  weighed  less  than 
251b.”  Yes,  that  is  very  astonishing,  is  it  not,  and 
reads  like  a  traveller’s  tale  ;  but,  my  friends,  there 
is  a  Canterbury  in  New  Zealand,  and  to  that 
place,  and  not  to  the  dear  old  town  on  the  Stour, 
does  the  paragraph  relate.  By  the  way,  a  friend 
who  knew  the  Stour  years  ago  tells  me  the  huge 
trout  recently  caught,  and  called  a  Fordwich 
trout,  was  the  first  he  had  heard  of  caught  at 
this  season — that  the  Fordwich  trout  run  only 
in  summer.  I  know  nothing  of  them  myself. 


Captain  M’Taggart,  of  Glenrossal,  sets  an 
admirable  example  to  Highland  lairds.  His  latest 
feat  in  fish  culture,  or  rather  fishery  improvement, 
is  placing  five  hundred  two-year-old  Loch  Leven 
trout,  reared  at  Howietoun,  in  a  remote  hill  loch 
miles  from  a  railway  station,  and  a  considerable 
distance  from  a  road.  After  arriving  at  Invershin 
station  from  their  journey  of  about  two  hundrec 
and  fifty  miles,  the  fish  were  taken  fourteen  miles 
by  road,  and  then  had  to  be  carried  over  the  moor 
in  the  dark.  Fifteen  gillies,  with  Mackay,  the  head 
keeper,  accomplished  the  difficult  task  a  little 
before  midnight  without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish. 
On  the  same  estate  is  an  artificial  sheet  of  water 
which  was  made  two  years  ago,  and  stocked  with 
Loch  Leven  trout.  It  is  called  Loch  Sheila.  I 
understand  that  it  now  yields  nice  baskets  of  fish 
averaging  about  a  pound— the  fish,  not  the  basket. 


Being  at  Hungerford  the  other  day,  I  had  a  look 
at  the  little  hatching  house  belonging  to  the 
ord  Club,  which,  at  the  closo  of  the  pre¬ 
en,  will  migrate  to  the  banks  of  the  Wiley. 


The  system  of  hatching  followed  there  with  con¬ 
siderable  success  is  that  known  as  the  underflow. 
The  eggs  are  in  trays  of  perforated  zinc,  which  are 
placed  in  troughs  a  few  inches  from  the  bottom. 
Round  each  trough  is  a  pipe  perforated  with  holes 
every  few  inches,  which  supplies  the  water.  This 
system  saves  space  and  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
when  there  is  much  sediment,  as  by  merely  raising 
the  zinc  tray  deposits  can  easily  be  floated  off. 
At  Hungerford  the  water  supply  is  a  matter  of 
much  difficulty,  as  the  water  has  to  be  pumped 
up  from  the  river  to  a  tank  in  the  roof  of  the 
latching  house.  _ 

An  interesting  and  instructive  little  Thames 
case  has  come  under  my  notice  this  week.  An 
innkeeper  of  Lechlade,  named  Bowyer,  pays  a  Mr. 
Henderson  £5  a  year  for  certain  rights  or  sup- 
>osed  rights  of  fishing  in  the  Thames  at  Buscot. 
^eople  occasionally  fish  in  that  part  of  the 
Thames  with  rod  and  line,  so  one  day  Bowyer 
;ook  it  into  his  head  to  summon  a  man  named 
5erry  for  catching  a  pike  and  a  perch  of  the  value 
of  one  shilling.  The  case  came  before  the  magis¬ 
trates,  sitting  in  petty  sessions  at  Faringdon, 
when  Perry,  who  seems  to  have  had  his  wits 
about  him,  remarked  that  Bowyer  ought  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  aggrement  under  which  he  claimed 
exclusive  fishery  rights.  The  magistrates  were 
of  the  same  opinion,  so  adjourned  the  case  for 
ihe  agreement  to  be  produced,  the  innkeeper  hav¬ 
ing  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  day.  Last  Saturday 
i;he  case  again  came  before  the  Court,  and  in 
ihe  interval  Perry,  like  a  wise  man,  instead  of 
relying  on  that  knowledge  of  fishery  law  which 
every  angler  imagines  he  possesses,  took  legal 
advice,  and  when  Bowyer  produced  a  simple 
memo,  of  agreement  objected  to  it  on  the 
ground  that  a  fishery  cannot  be  let  apart  from 
land  except  by  deed.  The  contention  was  a 
perfectly  good  one,  and  the  magistrates  had  no 
choice  but  to  dismiss  the  case. 


When  a  fishery  is  let  by  itself— that  is  to  say 
apart  from  land— it  must  be  let  by  deed.  What 
really  is  granted  is  a  license  to  fish,  and  licenses 
to  enjoy  profits  a  prendre  must  be  let  by  deed. 
Augling  clubs  and  other  persons  renting  fishery 
rights  should  remember  this,  or  they  may  find 
it  awkward  when  they  want  to  prosecute  a 
poacher.  A  deed  must  bear  a  ten  shilling  stamp. 


I  wish  a  conference  of  fisliculturists  could  be 
brought  about  to  discuss  the  best  methods  of 
hatching  the  eggs  and  rearing  the  fry.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  there  is  the  business  element  involved,  and 
perhaps  we  cannot  expect  professional  fishcul- 
turists  to  disclose  any  peculiarities  there  may  be 
in  their  methods  for  the  benefit  of  their  rivals. 
But  I  do  feel  certain  that  anything  which  would 
improve  our  system  of  fishculture  would  benefit 
all  fishculturists  alike,  and  that  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  secrecy.  Fishculture  is  a 
science  which  can  only  be  advanced  by  the  various 
workers  comparing  notes.  Therefore,  why  not 
a  conference,  and  why  not  an  association  of  fish¬ 
culturists,  professional  or  otherwise  ?  Such  a 
body  could  by  its  publications  do  a  vast  deal  to 
iuterest  the  public  in  fishculture  and  prevent 
foolish  experiments  (such  as  putting  fry  into  a 
pond  containing  multitudes  of  perch)  which, 
owing  to  their  failure,  have  in  many  instances 
raised  up  a  prejudice  against  fishculture  in  the 
minds  of  not  very  well  informed  persons. 

Templar. 


Fish  in  Ice. — In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of 
July  a  boy  was  seriously  ill  in  one  of  the  large 
boarding-houses  at  Godalmiug ;  ice-bags  had  to 
be  applied  to  his  head  ;  the  ice  was  procured  from 
the  ice-house,  which  had  been  filled  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  December  from  a  pond  in  tbe  neighbourhood . 
On  pouring  off  the  water  from  one  of  the  bags 
after  it  had  been  used,  a  small  fish  was  seen 
swimming  merrily  about.  The  master  of  the 
house  in  which  the  boy  lay  ill  says  “  the  fish  was 
very  small,  and  so  transparent  that  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  its  internal  organisation  was  clearly 
visible ;  ”  he  thinks  it  was  a  minnow,  but  is 
doubtful  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  opinion.  At 
all  events,  we  have  here  a  well  authenticated  case 
of  a  fish  surviving  inclosure  in  solid  ice  for  a  period 
of  between  six  and  seven  months. — Pall  Mall 
Gazette. 


i. 

There’s  a  lake  in  the  pleasant  Kent  countree 
That  is  hid  from  prying  eye 

By  many  a  gnarled  grim  yew  tree 
That  stands  i’  th’  churchyard  nigh. 

"With  a  hollow  moan  like  a  dying  groan 
O’er  it  the  alders  sigh. 

ii. 

And  ever  a  fearsome  steaming  mist 
Broods  over  those  waters  deep  ; 

And  never  a  breeze  from  the  circling  trees 
Disturbeth  their  haunted  sleep  ; 

And  woe  to  that  wight  who  in  dim  twilight 
Strays  by  the  Angler’s  Leap. 

hi. 

For  there  long  since  by  the  dismal  tarn, 

On  a  night  of  storm  and  rain, 

An  angler  sought  in  a  watery  grave 
That  rest  which  he  might  not  gain. 

’Twas  years  ago,  but  still  below 
The  angler’s  bones  remain. 

V 

IV. 

But  the  angler’s  sprite  still  is  seen  by  night, 
For,  restless,  it  still  doth  pine. 

In  the  moon’s  bright  sheen  still  a  wraith  is  seen 
When  the  old  church  clock  strikes  nine, 

Striving  to  catch  invisible  fish 
With  imperceptible  line. 

v. 

And  when  at  the  tenth  hour  of  the  night 
Boometh  the  bell  full  slow, 

No  sound  is  heard,  but  that  shadow  weird 
Leaps  into  the  depths  below. 

And  to  them  that  chance  to  see  this  sight 
There  cometh  grievous  woe. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Kink:  Put  the  yearlings  into  shallow  water  ; 
they  will  find  their  way  to  the  deep,  and  are 
more  likely  to  find  food  on  the  shallows. 


Camspittreitce 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

FISHING  FOR  TARPON. 

Sir, — I  have  received  from  our  old  friend  and 
sportsman,  Lieut.  Henn,  R.N.,  some  accounts  of 
the  sport  he  has  been  having  with  fish  of  various 
kinds  across  the  herring  pond.  Ho  encloses  me 
two  scales  of  a  fish  he  caught  weighing  1251b. 
They  are  about  3Jin.  in  diameter,  and  are  as  stout 
as  a  good  piece  of  lantern  horn. 

He  says  :  “  I  caught  it  with  rod  and  line.  The 

fish  belongs  to  the  herring  family,  is  very  game 
and  possesses  immense  strength.  The  fish  to  which 
these  scales  belong  took  me  one  hour  twenty 
minutes  to  kill.  I  was  fishing  at  the  bottom  with 
a  piece  of  mullet,  about  £lb.  weight,  using  8£ft. 
greenheart  rod,  and  about  200yds.  of  line.  The  fish 
.jumped  fourteen  times,  and  on  several  occasions 
took  out  100yds.  of  line  at  a  burst.  It  was  pretty 
severe  work,  and  I  was  thoroughly  tired  out  be¬ 
fore  the  fish  was  gaffed.  It  measures  as  follows  : — 
Length,  6ft.  6in.  ;  girth,  3ft.  lin. ;  weight,  1451b. 
I  believe  instances  have  been  recorded  of  the  fish 
attaining  a  weight  of  2001b.  The  largest  on  re¬ 
cord  was  captured  with  a  rod  by  a  New  lork 
gentleman  last  year,  weighing  1841b.  They  are 
capricious  and  difficult  to  take,  the  mouth  being 
a  huge  mass  of  bone,  covered  with  skin,  as  rough 
as  glass-paper,  in  which  the  hook  cannot  find  a 
hold.  The  only  way  to  ensure  success  is  to  let 
them  gorge  the  bait,  and  use  the  soft  braided 
snood,  which  cannot  be  easily  chafed  or  worn 
through.  Chain  and  wire  snoods  have  been  used, 
but  the  trouble  with  them  is  two-fold — first,  the 
tarpon  feels  the  chain  or  wire,  when  it  catches 
hold  of  the  bait  and  ejects  it,  without  swallowing 
it ;  secondly,  sharks  are  frequently  hooked,  and 
it  is  requisite  to  have  a  snood  that  they  can  bite 
through  and  get  away  without  breaking  or  taking 
away  a  lot  of  valuable  line. 
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“  The  mode  of  fishing  for  these  fish  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  Locate  the  fish  (they  often  go  in  schools, 
and  are  seen  rolling  on  the  top  of  the  water  like 
porpoises),  and  then  anchor  the  boat,  usually  iu 
the  shallow  water,  from  4ft.  to  Gft.  in  depth  ; 
bait  with  grey  mullet,  one  of  lib.  or  1  i lb.  mak¬ 
ing  two  baits ;  cast  some  20yds.  away  from  the 
boat.  Coil  away  20ft.  or  30ft.  of  slack  line,  free 
from  the  top  of  the  rod.  Take  the  end  in  your 
hand,  or  fasten  it  lightly,  so  that  the  least  strike 
will  let  it  run  freely,  for  the  tarpon  if  it  feels  the 
least  obstacle  when  it  has  seized  and  is  going  off 
with  the  bait  will  drop  it.  When  you  see  or  feel 
the  line  beginning  to  run  out,  let  it  go ;  don’t 
check  it.  The  fish  is  gorging  the  bait,  and  then  as 
a  rule  the  first  you  know  of  your  haviug  him  on 
is  seeing  a  huge  mass  of  burnished  silver  rise 
clean  out  of  the  water,  making  the  most  violent 
contortions,  and  trying  to  rid  himself  of  the  hook  ; 
then  you  can  feel  him  and  strike,  lie  will  pro¬ 
bably  run  100yds.,  and  then  jump  out  again.  In 
the  meantime  your  boatman  has  got  up  anchor, 
and  is  following  the  fish.  This  game  goes  on 
till  the  great  fish  begins  to  tire.  Every  jump  tells 
on  him  ;  it  is  a  stand-up  fight  between  man  and 
fish,  the  man  putting  on  all  the  strain  he  dares, 
with  a  line  which  will  break  at  321b. 

“  I  am  having  one  which  I  caught  skinned  by  a 
professional,  and  got  ready  for  setting  up,  and  I 
hope  to  show  it  to  you  some  day.  I  had  a  des¬ 
perate  fight  with  it  for  nearly  two  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  I  was  utterly  done  up,  and 
could  scarcely  hold  up  my  rod. 

“I  have  killed  vast  numbers  of  other  fish,  both 
trolling,  fly-fishing,  and  at  bottom,  including 
many  huge  sharks,  and  I  hope  to  get  back  to 
Plymouth  about  May.” — Yours,  &c., 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 


PISCICULTURAL  QUERIES. 

Sir, — Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  your 
opinion  on  the  following  particulars  : — 

(1)  What  is  the  cause  of  salmon  ova  being  a 
hundred  and  twenty  days  in  hatching  ? 

(2)  Why  are  some  boxes  earlier  out  than 
others  ? 

(3)  Why  is  the  percentage  of  dead  ova,  or  that 
have  not  “  eyed,”  greater  in  some  boxes  than  in 
others  ? 

(4)  Would  running  the  water  through  white 
serge  have  any  injurious  effect  ? 

(5)  Would  the  water  be  injurious  coming 

through  old  iron  pipes  which  are  full  of  rust. — 
Yours,  &c.,  A.  H. 

[(1)  It  has  been  proved  that  a  low  temperature 
retards  the  hatching  for  weeks  beyond  the  time 
required  with  a  few  degrees  more  of  warmth;  it  was 
by  taking  advantage  of  this  fact  that  salmon 
and  trout  eggs  could  be  sent  to  New  Zealand. 

(2)  We  should  say  this  depends  on  local  cir¬ 
cumstances.  If  the  eggs  were  all  impregnated  at 
the  same  time  any  marked  difference  in  the  time 
of  hatching  of  one  lot  over  another  must  be 
attributed  to  some  difference  in  temperature, 
water,  or  light,  or  construction  of  the  boxes. 

(3)  Probably  due  to  their  being  less  favourably 
circumstanced  for  hatching.  (4)  No.  (5)  It 
would  depend  on  the  amount  of  rust,  but  it  is 
certain  the  eggs  would  be  far  better  without  this 
iron  in  the  water.  Pure  spring  water  is  best 
for  eggs,  and  pure  river  water  for  fry.  We 
hope  any  practical  pisciculturist  who  can  answer 
“  A.  H.’s  ”  questions  more  correctly  will  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  do  so. — Ed.] 

LABELS  FOR  ATTACHING  TO  LIVE  FISH. 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  correspondents  be  so 
good  as  to  let  me  know  where  I  can  get  suitable 
labels  for  attaching  to  live  fish  ?  and  oblige,  yours 
truly,  A.  Harper. 

Halkirk,  N.B. 


RANDOM  NOTES— WORMS. 

Sir,  — Out  of  all  the  thousands  of  worms  that 
have  passed  through  my  hands,  I  have  never 
seen  one  with  two  tails,  but  I  have  seen  several 
iu  my  garden,  &c.,  thriving  without  heads 
These  had  been  cut  off  with  a  spade,  mostly 
below  the  clitellum— at  all  events  it  was  absent —  : 
and  how  they  existed  without  heads  has  always 
been  a  mystery  to  me. 

If  you  recollect,  Sir,  I  sent  you  one  about  an 
inch  in  length  in  a  pen-box  minus  the  head — 


a  maiden  lob,  that  ought  to  have  been  at  least 
3in.  This  worm  was  sleek,  full,  plump,  and  fat 
as  an  alderman. 

One  would  thiuk  if  they  can  exist  thus  with¬ 
out  heads,  why  should  they  not  keep  on  existing 
until  a  new  head  is  formed.  But  what  I  should 
like  to  know  is,  How  do  they  obtain  nourish¬ 
ment  ?  Surely  not  through  the  tail  end  ? — I  am, 
&c.,  M.  A. 

P  S. — Darwin  does  not  refer  to  it  in  his  most 
interesting  work — at  least  I  do  not  remember 
reading  it.  _ 


NOT  A  FISHING  STORY,  BUT  ALMOST  ! 

Dear  Sir. — Though  not  fishing  stories,  as  you 
said  some  time  since  that  you  wished  for  some 
toughish  3’arns,  the  following  may  interest,  and 
as  it  so  happens  that  they  were  given  me  by  a 
parson  of  known  credibility  in  his  district,  I 
fancy  they  may  be  relied  upon. 

My  informant  says  that  one  day  he  was  walks 
ing  along  inside  a  park  wall,  and  being  fond  of  a 
gun  was  trying  to  get  a  shot  at  some  rabbit¬ 
feeding  on  the  other  side  of  the  wall.  At  a 
point  where  there  were  two  or  three  stones  knocked 
off  the  top  of  the  wall  he  saw  a  rabbit,  and  gently 
poking  his  gun  through  the  aperture  prepared  to 
take  a  shot.  At  the  same  instant  a  fine  fox, 
who  had  also  spotted  bunny,  came  sneaking  along 
the  top  of  the  wall,  stalking  the  quarry,  who  by 
this  time  had  moved  along  the  wall,  pretty  close 
to  it,  but  not  opposite  the  parson.  My  friend, 
anxious  to  see  what  Reynard  would  do,  kept 
perfectly  still  behind  a  little  corner  of  the  wall, 
and  the  fox,  who  was  crouched  nearly  on  the  top 
of  it,  suddenly  gave  a  tremendous  spring,  and 
very  nearly  caught  the  rabbit,  who,  however, 
just  managed  to  pop  into  a  hole.  Reynard  then 
sat  up  on  his  haunches,  looking  backwards  and 
forwards  towards  the  top  of  the  wall  and  the 
place  where  the  rabbit  had  been  feeding  before 
he  was  so  nearly  caught.  After  much  cogitation 
the  fox  suddenly,  to  my  friend’s  amazement, 
jumped  on  to  the  top  of  the  wall  again,  and  evi¬ 
dently  wishing  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  dis¬ 
tance  was  really  beyond  his  jumping  powers,  took 
the  leap  again,  though  of  course  this  time  there 
was  no  rabbit,  and  it  was  not  till  he  had  repeated 
the  performance  three  times  that  Reynard  seemed 
satisfied  that  no  mortal  fox  could  have  caught 
the  rabbit  under  the  circumstances.  He  then 
departed,  leaving  the  parson  much  exercised  in 
his  mind. 

He  had  another  clerical  friend  who  was  most 
indignant  at  any  unbelief,  and  used  to  tell  the 
following.  He  was  once  staying  at  a  country 
house  in  a  great  coursing  country,  and  his  host 
asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  see  a  bit  of  sport  in 
the  morning,  to  which  the  good  parson  saw  no  ob¬ 
jection.  A  lot  of  rain,  however,  fell  in  the  night,  and 
next  morning  the  country  was  all  under  water 
and  coursing  out  of  the  question.  Being  a  fine 
morning,  however,  a  quiet  stroll  was  proposed, 
“  and  when  we  went  out  to  look  at  the  floods,  if 
you’ll  believe  me,”  said  the  worthy  parson,  “  there 
was  a  hare  sitting  on  the  top  of  every  gate 
post.’’ — YTours  truly,  W.  S.  Buddicom. 


FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — About  the  middle  of  next  month  I 
intend  to  spend  several  weeks  in  north  and  mid 
Wales.  Could  you,  or  any  of  your  readers, 
recommend  me  any  place  where  I  could  get  fair 
trout  fishing  ?  Some  places  where  I  could  get 
lodgings  preferred,  as  I  want  to  spend  a  week  or 
two  at  each  place.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  take 
waders,  &c.  ?  I  am  almost  a  novice  at  the  sport 
— Your  obedient  servant,  A.  H.  E. 


A  WORD  FOR  THE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  quite  agree  with  the  writer  iu 
“  Waltoniana,”  that  we  go  too  far  in  turning  all 
our  waters  into  trout  preserves.  The  same  writer 
never  said  a  truer  thing  when  he  states  that  good 
trout  fishing  is  easier  to  get  than  good  pike  fish¬ 
ing.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  war  of  extermina¬ 
tion  will  not  be  extended  to  that  magnificent 
inland  sea,  Lough  Corrib,  where  there  is  plenty  of 
room  for  all  kinds  of  fish.  I  can  speak  from  ex¬ 
perience,  and  only  regret  that  I  am  not  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  become  a  member  of  the  new  club.  The 
shyness  of  river  trout,  and  too  much  dry-fly 
experience,  have  almost  caused  me  to  abjure  the 


fly-rod.  I  could  give  an  instance  of  a  river  which 
was  the  very  perfection  of  pike  fishing.  Some 
years  ago  I  and  a  friend  caught  between  us  some 
fourteen  pike,  spinning  during  a  few  hours  in  the 
afternoon.  Then  on  one  unlucky  day  somebody 
caught  a  trout  with  a  dry-fly.  In  wrent  the  nets, 
and  out  came  the  unlucky  jack  iu  cart-loads.  The 
river  would  have  been  worth  a  good  deal  as  a  jack 
water,  but  for  trout  it  was  useless,  because  the 
proprietors  above  and  below  the  water  in  ques¬ 
tion  left  the  jack  alone.  I  have  not  heard  that 
this  ruined  piece  of  river  has  since  been  stocked 
with  trout,  although  that  was  the  intention.  Had 
it  been  dono  in  these  trout  craze  days,  the  fishing 
world  would  have  known.  Grasping  at  the  shadow 
and  losing  the  substance.  Verb,  saji  — Y’ours  faith¬ 
fully  _  Red  Marshal. 


THE  EEL  IOUT. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Weaver,  for 
information  respecting  the  abovo  I  beg  to  say  on  re¬ 
ferring  to  that  excellent  work,  “  Bickerdyke’s  ” 
“Angler,”  chap,  xvi  ,  p.  126, is  the  following  account 
— “  The  burbolt,  burbot,  or  eel  pout,  is  in  appear¬ 
ance  something  between  an  eel  and  a  codfish;  it 
is  rare,  except  in  a  few  rivers  on  the  east  coast  ; 
it  sometimes  attains  a  weight  of  81b.,  though  the 
average  weight  is  about  141b. ;  it  is  the  only  member 
of  the  cod  family  found  in  fresh  water,  and  may 
be  known  by  its  solitary  barbule,  its  slender,  elon¬ 
gated  shape,  and  long,  solitary  anal  fin.  Living 
mostly  on  muddy  bottoms,and  feeding  principally 
at  night, it  is  more  often  taken  in  eel  baskets  and  on 
night  lines  thau  by  an  angler.  This  fish  is  fairly 
good  eating  during  the  autumn  and  winter 
months.” 

In  Frank  Buckland’s  “  Natural  History  of 
British  Fishes,”  at  page  35,  is  an  account  of  the 
burbolt  (with  an  illustration  of  the  fish)  too  long 
for  me  to  recite  here,  but  which  agrees  with  the 
first  author’s  account. 

I  have  never  seen  it  myself,  but  have  heard  of 
its  capture  iuthe  Ouse. — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Poole. 


ADAM’S  LANDING  NET. 

Sir, — We  are  told  there  is  nothing  new  under 
the  sun,  and  so  I  am  sure  the  dodge  of  fastening 
a  landing-net  on  to  the  ring  which  I  am  about  to 
tell  of  will  prove  to  have  been  used  and  known  of 
perhaps  since  the  days  of  Adam ;  but  if  so,  I  for 
one  have  never  heard  of,  read  of,  or  seen  it,  and  it 
might  be  that  others  of  your  readers  are  in  a 
similar  state  of  blissful  ignorance,  and  find  some 
comfort  from  using  this  plan. 

I  take  it  that  the  least  expensive  and  as  portable 
as  any  style  of  landing  net  is  one  on  a  jointed  fold¬ 
ing  iron  ring,  screwing  into  a  socket  on  the  handle, 
and  that  the  great  objection  to  it  is  that  the 
meshes  by  which  it  is  suspended  on  the  ring  con¬ 
tinually  get  cut  by  the  folding  and  opening  of  the 
ring. 

My  dodge  to  overcome  this  objection  is  to  loop 
the  meshes  on  to  light  brass  rings,  an!  to  run  the 
ring  of  the  net  through  them. — Yours  truly, 

Eve. 

[Another  of  Adam's  dodges  was  to  run  a  bit  of 
copper  wire  or  whip  cord  through  a  mesh,  then 
over  the  ring,  then  through  a  mesh  and  over  the 
ring. — Ed.] _ 

STEEL  TRACES. 

Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  angler 
who  has  fished  on  Loch  Tay,  and  who  has  used 
the  steel  traces,  wTould  inform  me  what  he  thinks 
of  them.  Do  they  not  break  if  bent  ? — Yours,  &c., 

Laxoring. 


HOW  TO  RE  TEMPER  OR  HARDEN  BRASS 

WIRE. 

Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  how  to  harden  brass  wire  after  having 
taken  the  hardness  or  temper  out  of  it  by  heat¬ 
ing  in  the  fire  ?  Reheating  it  and  then  putting 
it  into  cold  water  will  not  retemper  the  wire  or 
bring  back  the  hardness. 

When  making  a  top  ring  for  a  fishing  rod, 
especially  for  a  salmon  rod  requiring  thick  wire, 
it  is  much  easier  to  work  the  wire  when  the  tem¬ 
per  has  been  taken  out  by  heating. — I  am,  &c., 

Poorbeaii. 

Waterproofs  (ladies'  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 
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SHREWSBURY  SEVERN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  this  popular  insti¬ 
tution  took  place  at  the  George  Hotel, Shrewsbury.on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  although  from  various  causes  the  company  was 
hardly  as  large  as  usual,  the  event  proved  a  thoroughly 
successful  and  enjoyable  one.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  G.  J.  Holt) 
was  announced  to  preside,  but  pressing  business  necessi¬ 
tated  his  absence  from  the  town,  his  place,  however,  being 
filed  by  Alderman  G.  B.  Lloyd.  There  were  present : 
Messrs.  A.  Mostyn  Owen,  W.  Phillips,  J.P.,  A.  Gill  (hon. 
treasurer),  G.  Harries,  B.  Harries,  J.  H.  Edwards  (in  the 
vice-chair).  H.  W.  Hughes  Brown,  W.  Della  Porta,,  Kendall 
Jones,  II.  Blackwell  (Chief  Constable),  A.  E.  Phillips,  G. 
Gregory,  H.  Pescall,  It.  A.  Downes,  J.  H.  Morris,  J. 
Williams  (hon.  sec.),  C.  Penn,  E.  H.  Ledger,  Weatherby, 
W.  Davies,  J.  Boulton.  R.  Miller,  J.  Cave,  J.  Clay,  the  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ,  &c.  Host  1  ox  pro¬ 
vided  a  very  recherche  repast,  and  full  justice  having  been 
done  to  the  rich  viands,  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  the 
chairman  read  letters  of  apology  for  unavoidable  absence 
from  Major  Patchett,  Major-Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Herbert, 
Wm.  T.  Southall  (Worcester).  Wm.  Willis  Bund  (chair¬ 
man  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators),  Mr.  J.  Watson, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Alderman  Aircy  (Worcester),  J.  Parson  Smith, 
II.  [1.  France  Hayhurst,  Myddleton  Howells,  H.  D.  Greene, 
Q  C.,  A.  C.  Humphreys,  T.  Coles  (president  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  District  United  Provincial  Angling  Society),  Coun¬ 
cillor  G.  J.  Jones,  E.  Prvce.  & c.  The  chairman  remarked 
that,  although  they  had  not  such  a  large  attendance  that 
evening  as  usual,  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  the  society  had  so  many  well-wishers  and  supporters 
in  the  country.  ...  ,  „ 

Mr.  A.  Mostyn  Owen  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening— 
“  The  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society.”  In  a  practical 
speech  he  dealt  more  particularly  with  the  casus  belli 
between  the  salmon  fishermen  of  the  lower  districts  of  the 
Severn  and  those  of  the  Upper.  He  said  that  they  as  an 
angling  society  would  like  to  have  in  the  river  in  their 
locality  the  fish  that  would  show  the  most  sport,  and  he 
believed  it  was  possible  to  make  the  water  around  Shrews¬ 
bury  a  favourite  stretch  for  salmon  as  well  as  trout  fishing. 
(Applause.)  Explaining  why  that  was  not  now  the  case,  he 
attributed  the  scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  upper  waters  to 
the  abominably  bad  state  of  the  passes  in  the  weirs ;  and 
went  on  to  say  that  he  would  if  necessary  hand  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  society,  or  any  one  present,  pamphlets  by 
Mr.  Francis  Francis  and  Mr.  Horsefall  giving  measure¬ 
ments  and  particulars  relating  to  these  passes,  which  bore 
out  his  argument,  lie  would  not  say  that  they  were  all 
impassable  ;  but  many  of  them  were,  and  they  knew  that  if 
one  only  was  in  a  bad  state,  it  prevented  the  fish  from 
ascending  the  river.  He  referred  to  the  Fishing  Act  of 
1831,  in  which  there  was  a  clause  prohibiting  netting  within 
50  yards  of  any  weir  ;  but  he  added  that  the  operation  of 
that  clause  had  been  nullified  in  many  instances,  through 
some  clever  fellow  having  added  to  it  the  provision,  “unless 
such  weir  has  a  fish  pass  approved  by  the  Home  Office, 
and  such  fish  pass  has  water  constantly  running  over  to 
enable  salmon  to  pass  up  and  down.”  He  maintained  that 
many  of  the  fish  passes  on  the  Severn  did  not  comply  with 
these  requirements,  and  did  not  provide  sufficientwater  to 
enable  the  fish  to  pass.  That  was  the  reason  why,  he  said, 
they  seldom  saw  salmon  in  the  river  at  and  above  Shrews¬ 
bury.  Although  the  advisability  of  having  the  state  of  the 
weirs  inquired  into  and  reported  upon  by  a  competent  man 
had  been  considered  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  at  their 
l  ist  meeting  at  Birmingham,  nothing  practically  had  yet 
been  done  ;  and  he  wished  it  therefore  to  go  forth  from  that 
gathering,  that  the  angers  of  Shrewsbury,  as  well  as  those 
above,  considered  themselves  unfairly  treated,  in  not  having 
these  passes  put  into  an  efficient  state.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  show  their  teeth ;  put  their  heads  together  and  not 


play  into  the  hands  of  the  lower  fishermen,  as  they  had  been 
doing.  The  latter,  he  concluded  by  saying,  seemed  to 
desire  that  they  should  not  have  any  of  the  fish  that  they 
bred  in  the  upper  waters,  when  the  fishing  season  was 
open.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  hon.  sec.  of  the  society.  . 

Mr.  Mostyn  Owen  also  notified  the  receipt  of  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Col.  Maxfield  regretting  inability  to 
attend,  and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  secretary  would  not 
only  look  after  the  trout  fishing,  but  would  try  to  improve 
the  salmon  fishing  also.  It  seemed  to  him,  ho  wrote,  that 
the  passes  in  the  weirs  wanted  looking  to  and  altering,  and 
netting  stopped  immediately  below  them.  The  town  of 
Shrewsbury,  he  added,  would  benefit  greatly  if  these 
passes  were  put  in  order.  . 

The  toast  was  heartily  drunk,  and  in  responding,  Mr. 
Williams  expressed  pride  at  having  to  rise  to  do  so  on 
behalf  of  such  a  society  as  theirs— a  society  known 
abroad  as  well  as  in  this  country.  _  (Applause.)  Its  object, 
he  said,  was  to  improve  the  fishing  around  Shrewsbury, 
and  make  it  an  attraction  to  people  to  come  and  reside 
among  them.  Although  they  were  not  now  doing  quite 
so  much  work  as  in  the  past,  they  were  working  quietly 
and  satisfactorily.  He  went  on  to  refer  to  the  fact  that 
they  had  stopped  netting  within  the  Borough  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  and  said  that  no  cases  having  been  reported  last 
year,  the  netters  were  evidently  beginning  to  respect  the 
law.  He  spoke  with  satisfaction  of  the  work  that  was 
being  done  at  the  Society’s  hatchery,  and  said  that  he  had 
beon  able  to  turn  into  the  river  trout  fry  by  thousands,  and 
yearlings  by  hundreds.  He  had,  lie  said,  in  the  tfipbe, 
which  was  exhibited  in  that  room,  yearling  trout  that 
would  compare  favourably  with  those  hatched  by  any 
piscatorial  society  in  England,  and  he  would  not  be 
ashamed  of  showing  them  anywhere.  After  deploring 
the  fact  that  they  were  labouring  under  difficulties  at  the 
hatchery  on  account  of  the  comparative  insufficiency  of 
the  water  supply,  he  said  he  was  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  society  would  be  able  to  have  a  stream  of 
its  own,  wherein  to  rear  fry  until  they  became  yearlings. 
He  hoped  also  that  the  society  would  be  able  to  acquire 
more  good  fishing  water  for  its  members,  and  said  that  he 
must  thank  them  for  supporting  the  institution  in  the  past, 
when  they  derived  a  comparatively  small  benefit  by  so 
doing,  although  now  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that,  by  association  with  the  society  they  were  assisting 
to  improve  the  fishing  around  the  Borough.  He  referred 
with  regret  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  recent  frosts, 
they  had  been  unable  to  obtain  access  to  the  breeding  fish 
in  the  Dingle  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  ova,  at  the 
proper  time,  losing  in  consequence  a  great  quantity. 
With  a  gift  of  ova  from  Mr.  Wood,  he  said,  however, 
they  had  now  some  seven  thousand  eggs  in  process  of 
hatching,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Willis  Bund  he  had  read 
informed  him  that  thirty  thousand  more  were  being  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  society.  (Applause.)  He  spoke  gratefully 
of  the  assistance  that  the  society  had  always  received  from 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  and  its  chairman. 
Continuing,  he  said  he  had  been  surprised  on  attending  a 
meeting  of  that  body  for  the  first  time  as  a  member  to  find 
that  there  were  no  less  than  seventy-two  fish  passes  on  the 
Severn.  Having  spoken  of  the  fair  manner  in  which  the 
question  of  improving  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper 
waters  had  been  considered  he  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Berrington,  chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  London, 
had  been  requested  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  con¬ 
dition  of  these  weirs,  bearing  testimony  at  the  same  time 
to  the  efficiency  and  courtesy  of  that  gentleman.  Return¬ 
ing  to  matters  more  directly  connected  with  the  society, 
he  alluded  to  the  many  pleasant  outings  which  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  societ  y  had  enjoyed  in  the  past,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  they  would  bo  equally  enjoyable  this  year,  and 
that  the  members  would  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  as  on 


other  occasions  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Hill.  He  spoke  of 
the  interesting  fact  that  a  bream,  for  the  first  time  within 
his  knowledge,  had  been  taken  in  the  river  at  Shrewsbury, 
and  went  on  to  urge  the  desirability  of  having  the  sewer¬ 
age  of  the  borough  disposed  of  in  some  manner  other  than 
the  present  highly  objectionable  one  of  pouring  it  into  and 
thereby  contaminating  the  river.  He  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  the  society’s  water  at  Shrawardine  vvas  known  to 
contain  salmon,  and  he  concluded  by  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  society  and  the  treasurer,  Wm.  Gill,  for  the 
assistance  ho  had  at  all  times  received  from  them. 

Mr.  Kendall  Jones,  in  a  suitable  speech,  gave  Iho 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Shrewsbury.”  .,  . 

Alderman  Lloyd  responded,  and  urged  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  attractions  of  the  town,  and  making  it  a 
residential  and  not  a  manufacturing  one.  He  agreed  with 
Mr  Williams  as  to  the  desirability  of  removing  the  sewer¬ 
age  of  the  borough  from  the  river,  but  advocated  a  cautious 
policy,  remarking  that  the  best  thing  the  council  could  do 
was  to  await  the  results  of  experiments  in  other  towns 
similarly  situated.  After  referring  to  one  or  two  municipal 
reforms’,  lie  concluded  a  very  practical  speech. 

Mr  W  Phillips  proposed  “  Tho  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators,”  a  body  which  ho 
said  had  most  important  duties  to  discharge,  and  who  were 
quite  equal  to  their  work.  Its  members,  ho  said,  had  a 
very  difficult  task  to  perform  in  representing  such  widely 
different  interests.  He  spoko  of  the  criticism  which  they 
encountered  from  the  fishermen  of  the  upper  districts,  at 
w-ellas  those  of  the  lower,  but  commended  to  their  atten¬ 
tion  the  fact  that  what  were  the  interests  of  the  upper 
fishermen  were  those  of  the  lower  likewise,  adding  that 
they  should  look  upon  divergent  interests  as  one  common 
goino*  concern.  No  doubt,  lie  Sciid,  tlierc  W3»9  ci  very  grent 
deal  of  truth  in  what  Mr.  Mostyn  Owen  had  said  with 
regard  to  the  salmon  passes,  and  remarked  that  until  these 
were  properly  constructed  there  would  be  no  possibility  of 
salmon  getting  up  the  river  in  such  numbers  as  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  upper  district  fishermen.  He  contended 
that  if  the  lower  fishermen  would  allow  the  fish  to  ascend 
the  river  for  breeding  purposes,  at  the  same  time  allowing 
those  in  tho  upper  districts  to  take  a  fair  share  of  them, 
they  in  tho  long  run,  would  also  benefit  by  the  increased 
number  of  fish  that  would  be  bred.  He  coupled  the  name 
of  Mr.  Hawley  Edwards,  a  member  of  the  board,  with  tho 

l°Mr.'  Edwards,  in  a  practical  speech  dealing  with  tho 
work  of  the  board,  responded,  and  in  tho  course  of  his  re¬ 
marks  referred  to  the  fact  that  Shropshire  would  in  future 
be  represented,  on  the  executive  committee  of  thcit  body. 
mV.  Penn  proposed  “  The  Town  and  Trade  of  Shrewsbury,” 
and  referred  to  the  happy  time  when  the  indentures  of  tho 
apprentices  of  the  town  provided  that  salmon  should  not 
be  given  to  them  more  than  a  certain  number  of  times  a 
week  He  expressed  a  hope  that  some  measures  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  whereby  the  number 
of  salmon  in  the  upper  districts  would  be  increased.  _ 

The  toast  was  dulv  honoured,  and  Mr.  G.  Harries  re¬ 
sponded,  and  referred  in  the  course  of  his  speech  to  tho 
great  change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Shrews¬ 
bury  since  the  commencement  of  his  business  career  fifty- 
six  yc*XT*s  a°-o. 

Mr.  Hawley  Edwards  proposed  “The  Health  of  the 
Chairman,”  and  referred  in  complimentary  terms  to  that 
gentleman’s  business  capabilities,  and  also  to  his  kindness 
in  presiding  that  evening. 

Alderman  Lloyd  responded  in  a  suitable  speech,  conclud¬ 
ing  by  proposing  tho  health  of  Mr.  Gill,  the  society’s 

1  Alfe*  coin  pi i  m  e n  t  having  been  paid  and  acknowledged, 
the  time-honoured  Shropshire  toast,  “All  Friends  Round 
the  Wrckin,”  wa3  drunk,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
terminated. 
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Ventilated  Fishing1  Coats, 

TROUSERS.  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS, 4a 
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ALLCOCK  <§£  Co.,  Standard  Works, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Sdmon  anl  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


ADVANTAGES. 


1. — The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2  — 1 1  can  he  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3 —  Owing  to  the  counterpo'se  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4 —  In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  plac  ■,  wliei e  a  net  ought  to 


Patent  Applied  for. 
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be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  oif  to  sit  down. 

the  weight  is  at  the 


;j  — When  you  come  to  use  it 
at  the  hand  end. 
t nd  of  the  handle 
r,  ill  the  fish  with 


makes  a  convenient 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you,  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once. 


A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 


of 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 

Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 

The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

with  Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow.  , 

Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET  * 


he  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


E.C. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  28,  1891. 


Reports  from  Clubs 


IVe  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— A  return  visit  took  place  on  the  above  list  on  the 
17th  inst.  at  the  St.  George’s  A.  S.,  Prince  of  Wales,  St. 
George’s-road,  Peckham.  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  only 
eight  clubs  answered  the  roll,  as  this  club  was  entitled  to 
a  better  visit,  it  being  always  represented  on  both  lists. 
The  following  clubs  answered  Angler's  Pride,  Bermond¬ 
sey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  North  Lambeth,  Peckham 
Brothers,  Rodney,  Second  Surrey,  and  St.  George’s.  The 
next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Angler’s  Pride,  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Borough,  S.E.,  on  April  10— not  the 
Grange,  as  reported  by  “  W.  K.”  in  last  week’s  Gazette. — 
G.  W.  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwcll,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  10s.  (id., 
annual  subscription,  from  Mr.  A.  Crump  (Piscatorial  So¬ 
ciety).— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— A  grand  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday,  April  8,  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  has  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
a  child,  and  being  in  very  bad  circumstances  hopes  his 
friends  and  brothers  of  the  rod  will  rally  round  him  on  this 
occasion.  Two  of  ours  were  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  the  22nd 
inst.  Sport  was  quiet.— J.  Rich.  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— On  Tuesday,  April  11,  we  intend  holding 
a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society,  when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  will  be 
esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— On  the  18th  inst.  we  were  favoured  with  a  compli¬ 
mentary  visit  from  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society  ;  a 
few  representatives  from  other  clubs  also  were  present, 
and  a  very  emoyable  evening  resulted.  Mr.  Brady’s 
eccentric  oddities  on  natural  history  were  very  amusing, 
and  Air.  Butler  gained  a  well-deserved  ovation  for  his  ex¬ 
cellent  elocution.  We  still  have  a  few  vacancies  for  some 
good  working  and  honorary  members.— C.  Roberts,  hon. 
secretary. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association  Western  District  Visiting  List  will  take  place 
at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  April  G,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  welcome  as  many  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— At  the  fortnightly 
meeting,  held  Thursday,  March  111,  an  interesting  and  in¬ 
structive  paper  on  “Local  Entomology,”  was  read  by  Mr. 
E.  M.  Griffiths,  to  a  fairly  good  attendance  of  members, 
by  whom  it  was  afterwards  discussed.  The  next  meeting 
of  the  society  will  be  held  on  April  2,  when  Mr.  Johnson 
will  read  a  paper  on  “Roach  Fishing.”  Members  of  other 
angling  club  visiting  Cardiff,  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  our  society.— W.  F.  Harris,  hon. 
secretary. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — On  the  20th 
inst.  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  (of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  read  a 
most  entertaining  and  instructive  paper  entitled  “  Barbel 
Fishing,”  which  was  very  much  appreciated  by  all  pre¬ 
sent.  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  at  some  future 
date  of  again  listening  to  him.  Air.  Burkett,  of  the  Earls- 
tield  Angling  Society,  most  ably  fulfilled  the  duties  of 
chairman,  supported  by  some  well  known  anglers.  Our 
rooms  were  nearly  full,  and  we  beg  to  thank  all  those 
gentlemen  who  so  kindly  attended,  some  of  them  coming 
long  distances.  Since  my  last  report,  Mr.  Wilson  has 
weighed  in  twenty-seven  chub,  ranging  from  lib.  to  211b. 
—A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 

W.  — Our  annual  return  visit  took  place  at  the  Cobden  on 
Friday  evening  last,  and  considering  the  night,  I  must  say 
we  had  a  good  visit,  thirteen  clubs  being  represented,  who 
kept  the  harmony  going  till  morning.  I  was  rather  dis¬ 
appointed  at  the  non-appearance  of  several  neighbouring 
clubs,  but  hope  they  will  turn  up  another  year.  Members 
are  requested  to  pay  up  their  arrears  as  per  rule,  or  be 
fined  according  to  rule.— J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  theBrownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  22nd  inst.  a  few  of  my  members 
were  out,  but  the  only  one  that  was  successful  was  Mr.  W. 
Midsom,  who  had  a  very  nice  chub,  lib.  14oz.,  and  a  few 
dace.  Members  please  note  that  Tuesday  next  is  quarterly 
night,  the  end  of  our  financial  year.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society, Ledbury  Arms,  Ledbury-road, 
Xotting-hill.— Members  and  friends  are  informed  that  our 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  15, 
when  the  presentation  of  prizes,  &c.,  will  take  place, 
hoping  members  will  show  up  in  strong  force. — F.  1\  . 
Tiller,  sec.  ,  , 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 

X.  — Our  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Fund  took  place  on  Monday,  March  1G,  and  was  a  great 
success,  we  having  a  room  full  of  anglers  and  friends, 
and  the  collection  making  a  good  addition  to  the 
funds  in  the  boxes.  I  must  heartily  thank  the  members  of 
the  undermentioned  angling  clubs  for  their  presence  that 
night  (—Palmerston,  Bostonian,  Great  Northern,  and 
North  Western,  and  also  the  members  of  the  Franchise 
Glee  Society  for  songs  and  assistance.  There  was  plenty 
of  good  singing  and  the  ball  was  kept  rolling  till  12.15, 
when  we  broke  up  after  a  jolly  evening.—  A.  Payne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— The  members  fished  at  the  Rye  House 
for  prizes  on  the  22nd  ;  only  three  were  taken  out  of  ten; 
the  remainder  will  be  fished  for  on  the  29th  from  Totten- 
to  Hertford  ;  all  start  by  the  9.8  train  from  Liverpool-strect. 
That  will  be  the  finish  of  our  prize  list  for  the  year.— It. 
Murphy.  _ 

Grange  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the  19th 
inst.  Mr.  T.  W.  Croker,  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  confirmed.  Mr,  Cox, 
who  was  nominated  as  an  active  member  by  tho  chairman, 
was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Some  correspondence 


having  been  disposed  of,  Messrs.  H.  C.  and  A.  J.  Bryant 
were  awarded  the  prizes  given  by  Messrs.  Horton  and 
Vernall  for  February  and  March  respectively.  The  next 
visit  on  the  South  JLondon  list  will  be  to  their  society  on 
Wednesday  evening  the  1st  April.  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  the  members  and  friends  of  any  club  that  wdl  favour 
us  with  their  presence. — W.  H. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal -hill. 
—On  Thursday  evening  last,  after  the  usual  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  we  had  our  second  smoking  concert  this 
year,  and  it  was  fairly  well  attended,  and  some  excellent 
songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Langford,  French,  Martin, 
Cheshire,  Burgess,  Ware,  Howitt,  Young,  Lawrance,  and 
Toynbee,  Mr.  B.  Lawrance  being  particularly  good. 
Members  will  please  to  note  that  the  sea  fishing  outing  to 
Southend  is  postponed  from  April  9  to  April  16,  owing  to 
the  tide  not  being  suitable  on  the  former  date  ;  names  to 
be  given  to  Mr.  Young.— G.  J.  Toynbee,  hon.  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  members 
fished  for  prizes  on  the  22nd  inst.  in  the  Lea  at  Rye  House. 
No  fish  being  weighed  in,  the  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  early  in  July.  S.  Cole  weighed  in  some  capital 
dace,  not  in  the  prizes.  A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  in 
the  club-room,  the  Swan,  New  Bethnal  Green-road,  Shore¬ 
ditch.  on  Easter  Monday,  March  30 ;  chairman,  G.  II. 
Wood,  Esq.,  supported  by  a  host  of  talented  friends. — R. 
Ghurney,  sec. 

Jolly  Anglers,  Cambridge.— On  Tuesday  this  week 
at  the  Foresters’  club-room,  Burleigh-street,  under  the 
presidency  of  P..  Hall,  Esq.,  President,  the  committee 
met  the  auditors  to  examine  the  accounts  for  the  last 
year  and  to  arrange  for  the  annual  meeting.  The  club 
started  last  year  with  £27  16s.  6d.,  and  this  year,  finish,  all 
bills  being  paid  and  audited,  leaves  a  splendid  balance  of 
£32  15s.  ,  with  assets  £2  5s.  Gd.,  brings  the  now  working 
balanc  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  to  £35  Os.  Gd.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  congratulated  the  out-going  committee,  with  its  hard 
working  secretary  (Mr.  W.  Cornwell),  on  past  successes 
and  future  prospects,  and  the  motto  of  the  club  is  Peace 
and  Prosperity. — John  O.  George. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  1G3,  Gold- 
hawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. — We  have  much  pleasure 
in  announcing  the  complete  list  of  prizes  for  the  past  season, 
and  congratulating  the  respective  winners  (—Messrs.  G. 
Dexter,  an  oil  painting  of  himself,  by  H.  Darnelli,  value 
£5  5s.,  kindly  presented  by  the  artist ;  for  the  heaviest 
bream,  £1  is.,  and  for  the  second  heaviest  roach,  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence  ;  L.  S.  Fountaine,  an  artist’s  proof 
of  engraving,  by  R.  Josey,  value  £1  Is.,  kindly  presented 
by  the  artist,  for  the  second  heaviest  gross  weight  of  perch 
from  the  Thames,  bank-fishing,  £1  Is.,  and  for  the  heaviest 
dace,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence ;  T.  B.  Collins,  for  the 
heaviest  pike,  101b.  8oz.,  from  public  waters,  a  piking  outfit, 
value.  £4  4s.,  kindly  presented  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  for  tho  largest  specimen  fish, 
excluding  barbel,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  Mr.  C.  Park- 
hurst,  for  the  second  heaviest  pike,  £1  Is.,  heaviest  gross 
weight  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  bank-fishing,  £ l  Is.,  and 
for  the  heaviest  roach,  lib.  34oz.,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence ; 
H.  L.  Salter,  for  the  heaviest  barbel,  61b.  2oz.,  £1  Is. ;  A.  B. 
Mason,  for  the  heaviest  chub,  31b.  i  joz.,  £1  Is.,  specimen 
gudgeon,  £1  Is.,  and  two  other  prizes,  value  together 
£2  12s.  Gd.  Other  winners  (—Messrs.  T.  Salter.  £1  Is. ;  F. 
Newcombe,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence;  A.  Evans,  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence;  R.  Jones,  ten  shillings  and  six¬ 
pence;  R.  Josey,  ten  shillings;  and  the  president’s  wife  two 
prizes,  value  together  £1  10s.  Gd.  The  total  value  of  the 
prizes  being  £30  7s.  Gd.  Our  annual  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  the  17th  proximo,  and  the  dinner  and  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  on  the  24th  idem.  Application  for 
supper  tickets  should  be  made  to  the  honorary  secretary, 
Mr.  Charles  Benwell.— Crystal  Hook. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.  —  On  Monday  last  tho 
above  society  received  their  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.,  which 
proved  a  great  success,  no  less  than  eighteen  clubs  being 
represented,  Mr.  Webster  occupying  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  Wright,  a  very  jovial  evening  being  spent,  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  rendering  some  good  songs  (—Messrs.  Skates, 
Sheen,  Pearce,  Taylor,  Stretch,  Chambers,  Barr,  Doerty, 
Neal,  More,  Biggs,  Watling  and  Harrison  ;  Mr.  Butler 
giving  a  recitation,  which  was  very  much  appreciated.  On 
the  29th  the  above  society  fish  the  Lea  for  three  prizes, 
when  I  hope  to  sec  a  good  show.  Fish  caught  on  the  29th 
and  30th  will  weigh  for  gross  weight  and  specimens.  I  hope 
members  in  arrears  will  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next. — W. 
Watling,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-street,  Ampthill-square,  N.W. — On  the 
22nd  inst.  we  fished  for  two  valuable  prizes  in  the  Lea. 
The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Carter  ;  tho  second 
prize  by  F.  C.  Morgan.  Wo  are  open  to  enroll  a  few  good 
working  members,  and  now  is  a  good  time  before  the 
season  commences  again.— W.  Brown,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
— At  our  last  week’s  meeting  one  member  was  elected  and 
one  nominated.  The  weather  keeps  most  unpromising, 
and  unless  we  have  a  change  our  Easter  outing  will  suffer 
materially,  though  many  rods  will  wave  over  the  Vyrnwy 
and  Tanat.  The  quarterly  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  2,  when  subscriptions  will  be  due  and  the  date 
and  locality  of  our  next  excursion  will  be  settled,  as  we 
must  have  another  one  before  Whitsuntide.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  have  a  good  muster.— R.  Woolfall. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14, 
South-street,  Lambeth. — Our  members  met  as  usnal  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  some  important  items  were  discussed. 
Several  of  them  were  adjourned  for  further  discussion 
until  Tuesday  next,  when  our  quarterly  general  meeting 
takes  place,  when  1  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members 
present.  Among  the  items  under  discussion  is  the  motion 
by  Mr.  E.  G.  Roe,  re  Rule  23 ;  also  motion  of  removing 
from  present  club-house.  Will  all  members  kindly  remem¬ 
ber  that  subscriptions  are  now  due?— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon. 

SGC. 

North  Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-hill.— Several  members  were  out  on  the  22nd 
inst..  but  failed  to  scale.  I  wish  to  remind  members  of 
the  above  club  that  there  are  several  prizes  not  weighed 
in  for,  so  I  should  advise  them  to  be  up  and  doing  this 
Easter,  as  we  fish  up  to  March  31  in  the  Lea. — J.  G.,  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Bevenden-stroet,  East-road,  Hoxton.— On  the  22nd  the 
following  weighed  in  roach  from  Essex : — Messrs.  Neville, 
Horscraft  and  Forster.  Three  other  members  also  out,  but 
returned  blank.— J.  Cuthbert. 

Portsmouth  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  —  The 
fourteenth  anrual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  society 


was  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  tho  club-room,  the  Golden 
Fleece  Hotel.  Commercial-road,  Mr.  C.  Grimes  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Walford,  vice-chair.  Thero  was  a  good  muster, 
including  three  of  the  founders  of  the  association,  Messrs. 
II.  Bracey,  J.  S.  Dyer,  and  C.  Smith.  The  balance-sheet 
was  read  and  adopted,  tho  usual  business  having  been 
transacted,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year (— Mr.  C.  Grimes,  chairman:  Mr.  T.  W. 
Walford,  Gosport,  vice-chair;  Mr.  E.  R.  Hill,  Capital  and 
Counties  Bank,  hon.  treasurer;  Mr.  S.W.  Winter,  hon. 
sec. ;  Icommittee,  Messrs.  J.  Marks,  Kimber,  Frampton, 
Smith,  and  Bracey.  On  the  samo  evening  four  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  elected.  The  position  of  the  society  during  the 
past  two  or  three  years  has  not  been  so  rosy  as  it  should 
be,  considering  the  advantages  thrown  out  to  its  members. 
Tho  cause  perhaps  may  be  attributed  to  the  great  expense 
in  keeping  up  the  private  waters  for  trout,  and  tho  aboli¬ 
tion  of  prizes  for  angling  competitions  for  coarse  fishing, 
the  latter  without  doubt  is  one  of  the  great  social  advan¬ 
tages  of  angling  societies.  The  committee  this  year  in¬ 
tend  to  alter  matters,  and  come  round  to  the  old  form,  and 
give  the  time-honoured  bank  angler  a  chance  again.  To 
meet  their  expenses  it  is  necessary  to  raise  the  annual  sub¬ 
scription  in  two  classes.  No.  1,  one  guinea ;  No.  2,  twelve 
and  sixpence  :  the  former  will  have  the  privilege  to  com¬ 
mence  trout  fishing  in  the  private  waters  at  Ilurford  on 
the  27th  inst..  with  fly  only,  and  the  latter  the  21st  of  June, 
when  natural  bait  can  bo  used,  and  we  hope  the  experi¬ 
ment  will  succeed.  After  the  close  time  a  series  of  prizes 
will  be  offered  for  coarse  and  salt-water  angling.  The 
club  now  starts  with  sixty  members,  with  the  following 
influential  patrons :— His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Connaught.  K.G.  (Lieut.-Governor  of  Portsmouth),  Sir 
Frederick  FitzWygram,  M.P.  (Leigh  Park,  Havant).  Sir 
William  Pink  (Mayor  of  Portsmouth),  Sir  William  King, 
J.P.,  and  A.  L.  Emanuel,  Esq.,  J.P.  Salt-water  anglers  are 
looking  up  their  gear.  The  two  boats  are  now  ready  for 
use,  so  with  fine  weather  the  Portsmouth  Waltonians  will 
soon  be  “  in  arms,  and  eager  for  the  fray.”— James  S.  Dyer, 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
grove. — The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  when  there  was  a  nice  muster  of  members  present. 
The  question  of  our  annual  supper  was  brought  forward, 
and  several  names  were  booked  forthe  same.— W.  B. 

Reading  and  District  Angling  Association.— The 
annual  dinner  to  the  bailiffs  employed  by  this  association, 
and  to  the  lock  keepers  and  ferrymen  in  the  district  under 
its  care  (who  are  also  authorised  by  the  Thames  Conser¬ 
vators  to  act  as  river  keepers),  was  given  on  Monday,  at 
the  Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  Reading.  The  gathering  was 
thoroughly  successful,  some  eighteen  of  tho  men  being 
entertained.  Mr.  Ernest  Simmons  presided,  and  he  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  Alfred  Hurley, 
T.  Mackrill,  F.  Brown  (hon.  sec.),  J.  Bright,  H.  Kidgell, 
T,  Sawyer,  I).  Boseley,  J.  Goodchild,  &c.  Mr.  William 
Moss  (one  of  the  bailiffs,  and  president  of  the  Reading 
Waltonian  Angling  Society),  was  in  the  vice-chair.  The 
toast  list  included  “The  Queen  and  tho  Royal  Family,” 
given  from  the  chair  ;  “The  Bailiffs  and  Conservancy 
Officials,”  proposed  by  Mr.  Butler,  and  responded  to  by 
the  vice-chairman  and  Mr.  Topham,  Conservancy  Inspec¬ 
tor  from  Reading  to  Staines  ;  “The  Association,”  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  chairman,  and  felicitously  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  Brown  ;  “  The  Chairman  and  Vice-chairman,” 
proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Hurley  ;  and  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake,” 
whose  catering  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Most  of 
those  present  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening, 
and  Mr.  Lock,  of  Caversham,  kindly  and  ably  acted  as 
pianist. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— The  Conn  Testimonial  Fund.— In  the  absence 


of  the  secretary  (Mr.  O.  Cox),  Mr.  E.  Pyne  was  elected  sec. 
pro  tern,  by  the  following  committeemen :— Messrs. 
Smith,  Patman,  Clarke,  Garnham,  Tucker,  Dodson  and 
Armstrong.  The  treasurer  gave  the  list  of  money  received 
from  the  various  clubs,  as  follows:  Bermondsey  Bros., 
£2  10s.;  the  Rodney,  £1 ;  Anchor  and  Hope,  10s.  Gd.;  Anglers’ 
Pride,  10s.  Gd.;  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior,  10s.  Gd.;  Peckham 
Bros.,  10s.;  Second  Surrey.  10s.;  the  Waggoners,  5s.;  Clap¬ 
ham  Junction,  5s.;  Amicable  Excelsior,  4s.;  total,  £615?.  Gd. 
It  was  decided  to  positively  close  the  list  on  April  4.  I 
hope  that  all  tho  clubs  that  intend  to  subscribe  will  do  so 
on  or  before  the  above  date.  The  next  committee  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  March  31,  nine  p.m.— E. 
Pyne,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— The  severe  weather  of  tho  22nd 
inst.  prevented  most  of  the  members  from  going  out  for 
the  prizes.  Only  two  turned  out,  and  they  returned  with 
a  blank.  The  two  prizes  left  over,  as  well  as  the  consola¬ 
tion  prizes,  will  be  fished  for  on  the  29th  in  the  Lea.  The 
auditors  did  their  duty  well  on  the  25th,  and  found  the 
books  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  Mi-.  Green  read 
the  balance  sheet  to  the  members,  which  was  received  with 
great  applause.  The  notice  read  received  from  the  Grange 
Angling  Society,  with  reference  to  their  proposed  visit  on 
the  S.L.U.  List  on  the  1st  prox.,  it  being  on  our  meeting 
night,  and  having  some  very  important  business  to  trans¬ 
act,  I  am  afraid  our  club  will  be  very  poorly  represented. 
-J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— For  the  outing  on  the  29th 
inst.,  at  Ware,  the  train  leaves  Liverpool-street  Station 
at  8.2  a.m.,  and  returns  from  Ware  at  7.5  p.m.  There  will 
be  several  prizes  to  fish  for,  and  we  hope  there  will  be  a 
good  muster.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Grange  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange-road,  Ber¬ 
mondsey,  on  Wednesday,  April  l.  I  know  Wednesday  is 
rather  an  awkward  night,  a  good  many  societies  holding 
their  meetings  on  that  evening,  but  the  difficulty  can  soon 
be  got  over  if  the  different  societies  that  meet  on  that 
night  will  appoint  one  or  two  of  their  members  to  represent 
them,  which  I  trust  they  will,  as  this  society  certainly 
deserve,  a  good  visit,  and  I  can  guarantee  all  who  attend 
a  good  evening’s  entertainment  and  a  hearty  welcome.— 
A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sundal  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— Tuesday 
next,  the  31st,  is  quarterly  night ;  special  meeting  for  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers,  amending  rules,  &c.  Members  will  oblige 
by  paying  up  arrears  on  that  night,  to  enable  balance-sheet 
to  be  produced  early.  Members  absent  without  notice  will 
be  fined.  Nine  o’clock  sharp.— H.  B. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
1st  of  April,  hoping  to  have  a  good  attendance,  as  the  half- 
year  balance  sheet  will  be  on  the  table  on  that  evening. 


204 


[March  28,  1891 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  meeting  of  the  Manchester  District  Associa¬ 
tion,  held  just  a  day  too  late  for  our  last  week’s 
issue,  was  productive  of  a  lot  of  talk  and  very 
little  business,  and  the  result  of  a  meeting  lasting 
two  hours  and  a-half,  attended  by  nearly  one 
hundred  delegates,  was  that  the  main  objects 
of  the  gathering,  viz.,  the  passing  of  the  new 
rules,  was  simply  passed  over,  and  the  relaxation 
of  the  rules  of  debate  ended  in  the  sum  total  of  the  efforts 
being  practically  nil.  It  was,  however,  gratifying  in  the 
extreme  to  note  that  the  representation  was  of  a  higher 
class  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case,  and  the  intelligent 
observations  which  fell  from  some  of  those  who  have  in 
the  past  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence  promised  well 
for  the  future  government  of  the  association.  Such  clubs, 
for  instance,  as  the  Dorset  and  Free  Anglers  are  beginning 
to  be  alive  to  the  fact  that  their  presence  lends  “tone  to 
the  deliberations,  and  their  attendance  at  all  the  meetings 
is  a  thing  to  be  desired.  _ _ 

It  is  just  as  well  that  the  case  of  Maudsley  and  the 
Wellington  Club  was  settled,  for  there  were  many  points 
of  principle  involved,  and  the  clearance  of  this  bugbear  is 
a  relief  to  everyone.  The  only  thing  to  be  regretted  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  same  was  the  manner  in  which  Mr, 
Butterworth  spoke  of  Mr.  Maudsley  as  being  a  defaulter, 
for  whilst  the  poverty  of  an  angler  is  undoubtedly  a  bar 
to  his  successful  following  of  the  sport,  it  is  no  crime,  and 
it  rather  jarred  on  one's  feelings  to  hear  the  somewhat 
offensive  style  in  which  this  point  was  ostentatiously 
paraded  by  the  representatives  of  the  Wellington  Club. 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  host  for  the  night,  is  entitled  to  a  word  of 
thanks  for  the  good  arrangements  he  made  for  the  meeting. 

Tiie  adjournment  was  until  Thursday  next,  April  2, 
when  the  delegates  will  re-assemble  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Harvey,  the  Neptune  Hotel,  Temple-street,  Chorlton-on- 
Medlock.  There  will  be  no  further  official  notice  of  the 
meeting  sent  out,  and  clubs  will  please  note  this. 

The  formation  of  a  Lake  District  Fishery  Association 
for  the  protection  of  the  splendid  fishing  waters  of  Winder- 
mere  and  the  neighbourhood  is  a  thing  of  much  interest  to 
fishermen  in  this  county,  and  the  accomplishment  of  the 
good  work  taken  in  hand  by  Mr.  John  Fell  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  will  be  wished  for  by  thousands.  It  is  no  mean 
thing  to  know  that  several  of  the  nets  have  already  been 
removed  from  the  waters,  and  the  acquirement  of  others 
looks  probable  in  the  near  future. 

TnE  decision  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  to 
have  copies  of  the  report  of  their  annual  meeting  printed 
and  circulated  will  further  help  to  make  known  the  good 
objects  of  the  body.  It  may  be  stated  that  movements  of 
a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  character  are  going  on,  and  the 
next  twelve  months  will  doubtless  see  the  efficacy  of  the 
association  fully  felt.  _ 

Mr.  Platford,  the  secretary  of  the  Manchester  Districts 
Amalgamation,  sends  word  along  that  the  numbers  of 
affiliated  anglers,  as  evidenced  by  the  demand  from  the 
various  quarters  for  travelling  cards,  is  largely  increasing. 
The  latest  applicants  are  the  fishermen  from  Macclesfield, 
who  are  close  upon  a  hundred  strong. 


Next  week  should  give  some  pretty  pronounced  opinion 
as  to  the  state  of  our  local  waters,  for  there  will  be  the 
usual  Easter  exodus.  The  Dane  at  Middlewich,  always 
a  centre  of  attraction  for  anglers  from  these  parts,  will  be 
largely  invaded,  and  Matlock  and  other  parts  of  Derbyshire 
will  also  be  well  fished.  We  are  sending  a  few  rods  to 
.Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the  next  batch  of  the  “notes” 
will  tell  how  these  adventurers  afar  have  gone  on. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

Now  that  the  close  season  is  upon  us  the 
majority  of  the  clubs  are  availing  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  put  their  affairs  in  order,  so 
that  their  members  shall  have  nothing  to  complain 
about  by  the  timethe  opening  season  comes  round 
again.  With  this  object  in  view,  a  great  number 
of  the  clubs  are  holding  meetings  to  discuss  matters 
of  importance,  and  also  to  make  the  necessary 
provisions  for  the  future  welfare  of  their  members.  On 
Tuesday  evening  last  a  very  important  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  St.  George’s  Society  was  held  at  the  club¬ 
house,  the  Waggon  and  Horses,  Summer-row.  Mr.  E. 
Simkiss  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings 
held  this  year  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  it  was  decided 
to  follow  but  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  to  hold  a 
contest  on  April  25,  in  the  canal  at  Amington,  upon  the 
same  lines  as  the  one  which  proved  such  a  success  last 
year.  The  conditions  of  the  contest,  are  that  the  members 
have  a  roving  commission  to  fish  about  a  mile  and  a-half 
of  the  canal,  and  all  fish  taken  to  be  placed  alive  in  the 
bait  can,  and  collected  about  every  hour  by  the  referees, 
and  conveyed  to  the  river,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away,  for  the  purpose  of  restocking.  Gudgeon,  ruffs, 
minnows,  and  sticklebacks  barred.  The  time  for  fishing 
will  be  from  ten  till  four,  there  will  be  about  twenty  prizes 
to  be  competed  ;for,  and  they  will  be  distributed  on  the 
following  club  night,  April  27,  to  the  successful  members, 
who  take  the  largest  number  of  fish.  The  contest  held  last 


Holloway's  Pills. — Tlie  sudden  changes,  frequent,  fogs,  and 
pervading  damoness  sorely  impede  the  vital  functions  and  conduce 
to  ill-health.  The  remedy  for  these  diseases  lies  in  some  purifying 
medicine,  like  these  Pills,  which  is  competent  t  >  grapple  with  the 
mischief  at  its  source,  and  stamp  it  out  without  fretting  the 
nerves  or  weakening  the  system.  Holloway's  Pills  extract  from 
the  blood  all  noxious  matters,  regulate  the  action  of  every  disor¬ 
dered  organ,  stimulate  the  liver  and  kidneys,  and  relax  the  bowels. 
In  curing  chest  complaints  these  Pills  are  remarkably  effective, 
especial'y  when  aided  by  friction  of  the  Ointment  on  its  walls. 
’This  doable  treatment  will  ensure  a  certain,  steady  and  beneficent 
progress,  and  sound  health  will  soon  be  re-established. 


year  at  the  same  place,  under  the  same  conditions,  resulted 
in  a  great  number  of  roach  and  perch  being  placed  in  the 
river  to  grow  and  provide  sport  for  the  future.  I  may  also 
say  that  other  clubs  in  Birmingham  have  followed  the 
example  of  the  St.  George’s,  and  in  all  cases  such  contests 
have  been  a  decided  success.  One  of  the  members  brought 
forward  a  very  important  question  relating  to  the  fishing 
of  the  club  water  on  the  Avon,  at  Bidford  Grange,  he  point¬ 
ing  out  in  his  remarks  that  the  water  was  fished  by  other 
than  members  during  the  close  season,  and  that  if  the 
members  were  allowed  to  visit  the  water  tinder  certain 
restrictions,  during  the  close  season,  it  would  help  to  stop 
the  waterfront  being  used  by  persons  outside  the  society. 
After  a  short  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  the  members 
be  allowed  to  fish  this  particular  water,  but  that  no  un¬ 
clean  fish  be  retained,  and  also  that  no  fish  under  4oz.  be 
taken.  This  being  put  to  the  meeting  was  carried.  The 
club  boat  committee  were  authorised  to  purchase  a  punt 
for  this  water,  and  that  powers  be  given  to  them  to  act 
forthwith.  _ 


One  of  Birmingham’s  largest  societies,  namely  the 
Small  Heath  Society,  held  at  the  Oxford  Arms,  Greenway- 
street.  Coven  try-road,  brought  to  a  successful  termina¬ 
tion  their  specimen  pike  fishing  competition,  which  was 
promoted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  worthy  host  and  treasurer  of 
the  society.  The  competition  commenced  last  September 
and  ended  on  March  15.  It  was  open  for  the  whole  of  the 
members,  and  the  conditions  were  for  the  largest  pike 
caught  in  free  fishing  waters  in  the  Birmingham  district. 
A  great  number  of  the  members  went  in  for  the  prizes 
offered,  and  the  whole  of  the  free  canals  in  the  district 
were  fished  week  after  week  by  the  members,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  first  honours,  and  a  great  amount  of  interest 
was  taken  in  the  contest,  not  only  by  the  members  who 
took  no  active  part  in  the  contest,  but  by  a  great  number 
of  anglers  connected  with  other  societies  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  club.  The  prizes  offered  upon  the  occasion 
were  in  money— one  guinea,  first  prize;  fifteen  shillings, 
second ;  and  six  shillings,  third.  The  winner  of  the  first 
prize  was  Mr.  J.  Holtum,  with  a  pike  of  81b.  2oz.,  taken 
from  the  canal  at  Wilmcote ;  Mr.  W,  Hollings,  second, 
41b.  llioz. ;  Mr.  H.  Priest,  third,  41b.  lioz.  In  all  sixty-five 
pike  were  weighed  in.  _ 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  will  be 
held  at  Birmingham,  on  Thursday  next,  Vpril  1C,  and  it  is 
also  being  arranged  for  the  Birmtngham  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  to  hold  their  annual  dinner  upon  the  same  date. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

During  the  fence  months  angling  pursuits  are 
naturally  very  quiet  on  the  Trent,  which  is  not 
regarded  as  a  trout  river.  There  are  trout  in  it, 
but  they  require  a  good  deal  of  finding.  The 
angler  may  occasionally  hook  and  kill  one  in  the 
Willington,  Foremark,  Swarkstone,  King’s  Mills, 
and  Shardlow  districts,  which,  of  the  upper 
reaches,  are  more  favoured  than  the  lower.  In 
the  latter,  two  trout  streams,  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet, 
flow  into  the  present  stream  at  Hoveringham  and  Fisker- 
ton  respectively,  and  during  a  fresh  several  handsome  fish 
have,  at  times,  been  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Greet. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  Greet  is  very  strictly  preserved 
by  a  select  number  of  gentlemen  living  chiefly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Southwell,  Nottinghamshire,  and  no  bottom 
fishing  is  allowed  upon  the  water.  It  is  restricted  to  the 
fly,  but  in  places  many  natural  obstacles  in  the  shape  of 
neighbouring  trees  and  bushes  present  themselves.  Some 
months  ago  the  river  was  unfortunately  limed,  and  one  of 
the  miscreants  was  convicted  in  the  very  substantial 
penalty  of  £10  and  costs.  The  result  of  the  liming  was 
that  some  hundreds  of  trout— big  and  little— were  poisoned, 
and  some  years  must  necessarily  elapse  ere  the  supply  will 
be  anything  like  its  former  self.  With  regard  to  the  other 
tributary— the  Dover  Beck— a  few  Nottingham  gentlemen 
rent  the  principal  portion  of  it,  and  last  season  they  en¬ 
joyed,  with  the  artificial  lure,  very  fair  sport  upon  it.  The 
extreme  lower  part  is  also  let,  although  for  the  matter  of 
renting  it,  I  should  think  a  crown  piece  is  all  that  it  is 
worth.  Trout  abound  in  the  Dukeries,  in  North  Notts,  but 
being  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the 
streams  are  not  often  fished,  excepting  by  his  Grace’s  own 

friends.  - 

Salmon  fishing  on  the  Trent  is  not  all  sunshine,  and 
strangers  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that  they  could 
come  and  carry  away  fish  daily.  When  the  fish  are  seen 
they  require  killing.  So  far  only  a  few  have  ascended  to 
the  well-known  reaches  of  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills,  and 
as  the  weather  keeps  in  a  turbulent  mood  the  subscribers 
seem  in  no  hurry  to  try  for  them.  Last  week  a  daring 
spirit— W.  S.  Pogson,  president  of  the  Nottingham  Bow¬ 
ling  Green  Angling  Society— had  a  cut  in,  but  was  severely 
cut  in  return  with  the  wind,  which  very  nearly  blew  him 
headlong  into  the  stream.  What  all  anglers  would  like  to 
see  just  now  is  a  thorough  downpour  of  rain.  The  river 
keeps  unusually  low,  and  until  a  decided  change  in  the 
height  takes  place,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  not  many 
additional  fish  will  be  found  to  work  upwards.  According 
to  report  odd  ones  have  been  observed  in  the  rapid  run  be¬ 
low  Averham  Weir,  near  Newark,  and  only  the  other  day 
a  large  fish  was  seen  to  leap  below  our  new  Trent  Bridge. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  so  far  as  locality  is  concerned,  there 
is  no  section  of  the  river,  for  sport,  to  beat  the  King’s  Mills, 
and  Shardlow.  Both  fisheries  are  leased  by  Mr.  T.  Wood, 
of  .Chapel  Bar,  Nottingham,  whose  terms  are  advertised 
in  the  columns  of  the  Gazette.  Their  natural  situation  are 
all  in  favour  of  the  fish,  and  given  a  favourable  season, 
no  subscriber  should  grumble  at  the  price  the ’tickets  are 
issued.  Mr.  Wood  allows  no  professionals  to  use  the 
water  for  salmon,  and  that  it  is  well  cared  for  and  looked 
after  goes  without  saying.  Six  seasons  ago  sport  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  character  was  obtained,  [and  what  is  more 
most  of  the  fish  caught  ran  a  very  large  size.  The 
heaviest  weighed  3211b. ;  a  second  weighed  321b.,  and  there 
were  plenty  over  201b.  apiece. 


Our  principal  local  society,  “The  Wellington,”  has  just 
closed  its  winter  campaign  with  a  return  of  thirty-two 
specimen  fish  weighed  in  by  the  members  frequenting 
the  Trent.  The  season,  owing  to  the  long  frosts  and  other 
causes,  has  not  been  so  successful  as  could  have  been 
desired.  “  The  Wellington  ”  is  in  a  most  flourishing  finan¬ 
cial  condition,  and  the  popular  president  (Mr.  Gaskell) 
has,  I  am  informed,  recently  “  captured  ”  a  grand  bit  of 
private  water  for  the  use  of  the  members. 


THE  THAMES  COARSE  FISHING,  1890-91. 
By  GoosEtiuiLL. 


Angling  for  coarse  fish,  such  as  roach,  dace,  chub, 
bream,  pe:ch,  barbel,  jack,  & c.,  terminated  on  the  Thames 
on  the  15th  instant,  and  taken  all  in  all  the  past  season 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  a  good  one.  To  the  vagaries 
of  our  climate,  and  not  to  any  diminution  of  fish,  must  that 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  be  ascribed.  A  dry  and 
changeable  summer,  and  a  winter  strongly  savouring  of 
the  Arctic  regions,  have  played  sad  havoc  with  the 
angler.  For  many  years  the  Thames  has  never  been  so 
bright  and  low  for  such  a  length  of  time.  Coloured  water, 
not  only  during  what  is  generally  known  as  the  rainy 
season,  but  during  the  winter  months,  has  been  conspicuous 
by  its  absence.  Bank  anglers  have  been  at  their  wits’  end 
to  know  where  to  find  any  depth  of  water  for  their  swims, 
and  the  more  fortunate  anglers— those  in  a  position  to 
command  the  services  of  a  punt— have  had  to  try  many 
pitches  before  the  requisite  depth  was  forthcoming.  Ond 
day  during  the  past  summer  the  river  was  so  low  at  Rich¬ 
mond  that  several  persons  waded  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  whilst  in  the  upper  reaches  the  bed  of  the  river 
could  be  discerned  through  6ft.  of  water,  and  the  stream 
was  so  sluggish  that  the  float  barely  travelled  at  all. 
Fishing  on  the  fine  and  far  off  system  was  the  order  of  the 
day.  Several  heavy  falls  of  rain  took  place  from  time  to 
time  and  freshened  up  the  water  for  a  day  or  two,  but 
what  the  river  wanted  most  of  all— a  thorough  scouring 
out— it  never  received ;  and  in  some  districts  the  smell 
arising  from  the  rotting  or  decaying  weeds  was  quite  a 
danger  to  the  health  of  those  residing  on  or  near  the  banks 
of  the  Thames.  The  weather  was  not  at  all  the  sort  for 
barbelling;  and  that  most  mysterious  fish,  with  a  pertin¬ 
acity  which  has  characterized  it  of  recent  years,  is  quite 
off  the  feed  once  more.  Barbel  holes  were  baited  week  after 
week  with  thousands  of  Nottingham  lobs.  Anglers  were 
up  with  Aurora,  and  tarried  at  the  swim  till  the  shades  of 
eve  had  long  closed  around  them.  The  finest  tackle  was 
used,  and  the  most  Job-like  patience  exercised,  but  in  vain. 
That  the  fish  were  there  there  was  no  doubt.  At  Richmond, 
for  instance,  they  could  be  seen  in  droves  burrowing  into 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  they  often  gambolled  about  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  punt,  but  treated  with  contempt  the  angler’s 
lures.  Of  course  there  were  several  red-letter  days  for 
barbellers.  Something  like  801b.  of  fish  were  taken  near 
Reading ;  and  at  Windsor  and  other  spots  several  good 
takes  were  made.  Bream,  too,  fought  very  shy,  the  best 
takes  being  those  of  George  Rosewell,  the  Shepperton 
fisherman,  who  in  the  course  of  five  days  answered— or  his 
“clients”  did— for  1961b.  weight.  In  August  a  fine  6Jlb. 
bream  was  caught  in  the  Windsor  waters  by  the  Countess 
of  Wilton.  Some  more  good  fish  were  captured  at  Kingston 
and  Surbiton.  Speaking  of  barbel  again,  single  fish  of  81b. , 
91b.,  and  9jlb.  were  taken.  One  91b.  was  landed  on  Aug.  2 
at  Richmond  by  Mr.  F.  II.  Amphlett,  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,  after  one  hour  and  ten  minutes’  play. 
This  fish,  like  many  others  that  were  “  caught,”  was  foul- 
hooked  in  the  back  fin.  In  the  roach  and  dace  swims  at 
Richmond  barbel  resorted  in  great  quantities.  Several 
were  taken  with  a  single  gentle,  but  for  the  most  part— as 
has  been  remarked  before— they  refused  to  feed,  and  wrere 
so  thick  in  the  water  as  to  often  run  foul  of  the  dace 
fisher’s  tackle.  Many  lovely  days  were  experienced  on  the 
river  last  summer,  but  the  water  was  not  the  colour,  or  the 
stream  the  strength,  for  successful  angling. 

By  no  means  disheartened  by  his  lot,  the  patient  follower 
of  the  “  gentle  art  ”  at  the  fall  of  the  leaf  began  to  look 
forward  to  quiet  winter  months.  He  thought  of  deep 
mignonette-coloured  eddies,  and  the  fat  roach  they  con¬ 
tained.  Then  at  least  he  counted  on  making  up  for  lost 
time,  and  during  October  and  a  portion  of  November  sport 
certainly  looked  up.  Some  nice  chub,  roach,  and  jack  are 
basketed,  one  of  the  latter,  handed  in  Windsor  old  river, 
going  131b.  3oz.  Alas !  during  the  latter  days  of 
November  snow  commenced  falling,  sharp  frosts  prevailed 
at  night,  and  all  anglers  know  the  rest.  For  over  ten 
weeks  there  was  no  call  for  the  rod.  Such  was  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  frost  that  the  Thames  from  Twickenham  to 
Oxford  was  frozen  over,  the  resorts  of  the  angler  were 
non  cst,  so  to  speak,  and  the  river  slowly  flowed  onward 
under  a  canopy  of  ice.  The  skater  was  present  in  his 
thousands,  the  angler  was  conspicuous  by  his  absence. 
Never  had  such  times  been  witnessed  by  the  oldest  of 
Thames-siders.  Oxen  were  roasted  on  the  ice,  four-in- 
hands  driven  over  it,  and  myriads  of  holiday  makers 
glided  along  it  on  the  “steels.”  Punts  were  frozen,  in  and 
be  it  said  with  regret  many  of  their  owners  were  frozen 
out,  for  the  lack  of  employment  was  severely  felt  by  the 
Thames  professional  fishermen.  Hockey  was  played  on 
the  ice,  and  a  gentleman  rode  a  bicycle  over  the  river, 
from  Hampton  to  Sunbury  and  back.  After  the  thaw  had 
set  in  on  January  20,  the  river  was  highly  coloured  for  a 
time.  When  fishing  was  possible  sport  was  wonderfully 
good,  and  the  dying  days  of  the  season  have  been  some¬ 
what  noted  for  the  fine  pike  taken  from  the  Thames.  Fisli 
as  heavy  as  171b.  were  landed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  river  still  contains  a  good  stock  of  that  much  sought 
after  and  voracious  fish.  The  absence  of  rain,  however,  soon 
began  to  tell  on  the  river,  and  anglers  during  the  past  two 
or  three  weeks  have  again  had  cause  to  complain  of  a 
sluggish  stream  and  a  low  and  bright  water.  Saturday’s 
and  Sunday’s  rain  set  them  thinking  of  coloured  water 
once  more,  but  the  great  snowstorm  practically  put  a  stop 
to  further  angling,  and  thus  the  coarse  fishing  season 
could  not  have  ended  more  miserably  or  disappointingly. 

Last  season's  trout  fishing,  unlike  the  coarse  fishing, 
was  very  good,  and  some  nice  fish  were  killed.  The 
largest,  91b.  12oz.,  was  landed  by  Mr.  Bacchus.  Mr.  George 
Palmer  was  about  the  luckiest  trout  angler  ;  he  secured 
sixteen  fish,  weighing  651b.  134oz.  His  largest  fish  was  one 
of  71b.  lOoz.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  about  the  second  finest 
trout,  a  fish  of  91b.  4oz. 

Amongst  notable  catches  of  coarse  fish  are  a  211b.  perch, 
at  Hampton  Court,  two  carp  of  101b.  each  at  Kingston, 
two  bream  of  811  b.  each  at  Surbiton,  and  a  lib.  15oz.  roach 
at  Windsor. 


Success  of  the  Seal  FisniNG.— A  telegram  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  Dundee  on  Tuesday,  intimating  great  success  of 
the  Newfoundland  seal  fishing.  The  “  Neptune,”  Liverpool, 
has  arrived  at  St.  John’s  with  32,000  seals,  and  reports 
“  Hector,”  Liverpool,  with  25,000 ;  “  Terra  Nova,”  Dundee, 
35,000;  “Wolf,”  Greenock,  and  “Greenland”  and  “Van¬ 
guard,”  of  Newfoundland,  20,000  each;  “Falcon,”  Liver¬ 
pool,  15,000;  “Ranger,”  Greenock,  “Leopard”  and 
“  Esquimaux,”  Dundee,  12,000  each  ;  “  Iceland,”  Newfound¬ 
land,  11.000;  “Eagle,”  Liverpool,  10,000;  “Aurora,” 
Dundee,  8,000 ;  “Walrus,”  Greenock,  5,000  ;  and  the  “Kite,” 
Liverpool,  2,000. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

IS"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
3Uzette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
he  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r 53  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

4o  „  „  Hammer-  Add-^  80  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  ”  ®a.rn®?* .  185  ..  .»  Teddington. 

example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
ninutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
rery  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Mar.  28 .  3.39 

Sunday,  ,,  29 .  4.  9 

Monday,  ».  30 .  4.40  .7.7. 

Tuesday,  .,  31 .  5.11 

Wednesday,  Ap.  1 .  "  5  48 

Thursday,  „  2 . 7.7  f,.35  .77.'.' 

Friday ,  „  3 .  7.36 . 


. 3.54 

. 4.24 

. 4.54 

. 5.28 

. 0.11 

. 7.  3 

. 8.18 


English,  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames — General  Remarks.  —  It  was 
several  years  before  the  repeal  of  the  old  bye-laws  of  the 
Thames,  in  1883,  the  season  to  commence  trout  fishing  was 
changed  from  the  26th  day  of  January  to  the  first  day  in 
April,  but  for  many  years  previous  to  that  it  was  the  con¬ 
stant  aim  and  efforts  of  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
;o  direct  the  anglers  to  what  could  only  bo  recognized  as 
-he  proper  period  on  the  first  of  April,  and  this  could  not 
be  done  by  restraint,  but  by  pointing  out  to  the  anglers 
,vhat  they  considered  the  most  sportsmanlike  time,  and  by 
ixample  and  advice,  teaching  them  to  move  in  the  right 
lirection.  In  such  years  as  the  present,  when  Good  Friday 
ind  the  Easter  holidays  came  at  the  end  of  March  the 
nterference,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  was  withdrawn,  and  it 
vas  my  usual  custom  to  state  there  would  be  no  objection 
0  trout  fishers  angling  during  that  period,  and  it  was 
'enerally  accepted.  I  have  never  made  many  enemies  on 
he  Thames,  as  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  temper 
ustice  with  mercy,  and  have  been  rewarded  for  it;  but  on 
me  occasion  a  necessary  prosecution  brought  down  the 
re  of  an  angler,  and  as  a  kind  of  grudge,  on  one  of  these 
•-aster  periods  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Thames  Conserva- 
ors  pointing  out  that  I  was  encouraging  a  violation  of  the 
jye-laws,  and  promoting  a  permission  which  belonged  to 
hem.  I  was  officially  sent  for  to  Trinity-square,  at  the 
ime  when  the  late  Mr.  Jonathan  Thorpe  was  chairman, 
ind  the  letter  was  read  to  me,  with  the  result  I  was  com- 
jlimentcd  on  what  I  had  done,  and  the  writer  was  to  be 
ratten  to  informing  him  he  had  manifested  entire  ignor- 
mce  of  the  bye-laws  and  made  an  unnecessary  complaint 
ind  there  was  no  excess  of  duty  in  the  action  I  had  taken. 
•Then  the  Thames  Conservators  took  up  the  Upper 
.names  Navigation  and  made  their  fishery  bye-laws,  they 
uled  that  trout  fishing  should  commence  on  the  first  of 
ipnl,  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  T.A.P.S.  urged  upon 
he  Conservators  the  desirability  of  assimilating  the  same 
egulation  to  the  lower  portion,  which,  as  maybe  imagined 
’’hen  they  adopted  the  “Mundella  ”  season,  it  was  readily 
cceded  to.  It  has  always  been  understood  that  anyone 
aking  a  trout  before  the  first  of  April  by  accident,  a 
eward  of  half-a-crown  was  given  for  its  return  to  the 
iver ;  and  this  rule  is  still  carried  out  amongst  the  nets- 
aen,  who  not  unfrequently  find  a  trout  in  their  nets.  It  is 
ot  many  years  since  at  one  of  these  Easter  periods,  under 
he  present  dispensation,  I  was  at  Hampton  Court  on  the 
londay,  and  on  my  way  overtook  an  angler  with  his  rod 
nd  tackle.  On  asking  him  where  he  was  going,  he  replied  in 
trong  Scotch  accent  to  try  for  a  trout  in  the  Thames.  I 
aid  him  who  I  was,  and  that  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye- 
•aws  would  not  permit  him  to  do  so.  In  expressing  his 
hanks  to  me  for  so  kindly  telling  him,  he  assured  me  of 
us  perfect  ignorance,  and  over  a  glass  of  “  old  Scotch,”  at 
he  Mitre,  we  parted  the  best  of  friends.  There  is  yet 
nother  week  or  so  before  the  trout  anglers  can  get  afloat 
n  the  Thames,  and  before  then  with  a  brighter  aspect  of 
gather  I  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  indicate  the  whereabouts 
f  some  of  the  trout,  and  to  give  a  substantial  idea  as  to 
ae  prospects  of  the  forthcoming  trout  season.  The 
ammittec  of  the  T.A.P.S.  has  been  anxious  to  do  a  little 
?tting,  and  in  reply  to  an  application  to  net  the  lake  at 
-ew- Gardens  have  received  a  very  courteous  reply  from 
Ir.  Thiselton  Dyer,  stating  when  the  last  lot  of  fish  were 
nptied  into  the  Thames  there  has  been  no  fish  in  since 
fid  expressing  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  assist  the 
ammittee  to  increase  the  stock  in  the  river.— B. 

Ancholme  District. — The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  is 
ept  on  all  the  leading  public  waters  of  Lincolnshire,  and 
le  weather  is  as  yet  too  cold  and  the  fish  in  too  poor  a 
indition  for  taking  on  the  trout  brooks.  A  few  ardent 
les  will  probably  be  out  during  the  Easter  holidays,  but 
ie  waters  are  exceedingly  low  and  clear.  In  fact  I  never 
new  the  springs  so  low  for  the  season  of  the  year, 
r  ebruary  fill  dyke  ”  was  quite  a  misnomer,  and  since 
st  month  we  have  only  had  a  slight  snow  shower  or  two. 
he  Cow-dung  fly  is  one  of  the  very  best  with  which  to 
immence  trout  fishing.  When  few  or  no  aquatic  flies 
•e  hatching,  it  is  blown  upon  the  waters  and  taken 
■eedily  by  the  fish.— Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Hampshire).— The  White  Hart  salmon  fishing  at 
mgwood  continues  in  the  same  excellent  condition  for 
ighng,  and  good  sport  is  daily  had  by  visiting  anglers, 
mongst  the  latest  taken  are  two  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Winton 
lb.  and  191b. ;  one  by  the  Rev.  Townsend,  201b.  ;  and  two 
;  Mr.  Etookcr,  271b.  and  201b.  Mr.  Jones  has  landed  a  fine 
ke  scaling  211b.,  besides  many  other  smaller  ones.— B 
JBINSON. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— Still  very  cold,  and  water  low  and 
lght.  \  ery  few  fish  being  killed,  and,  so  far,  no  visitors. 
>ur  reporter  has  been  seriously  ill,  consequently  has  not 
en  out.— Iron  Blue. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— Rivers  very  low ;  rain  badly 

.U  ‘  Sea  fishing  much  improved.  Mr.  Caley  has  had 
other  salmon  poacher  convicted.— Stormy  Petrel 
Dove  and  Tributaries.— Rain,  long  wanted,  has  at 
igth  come,  but  not  in  sufficient  amount  to  colour  the 
iter  as  yet,  but  as  it  is  still  raining  (Wednesday  evening) 


apdhas  !*ee?  f°r  some  hours,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  water  for  the  end  of  this  week,  if  not  'or  next  The 
March  Brown  is  coming  on,  and  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
and  on  most  lengths  no  fishermen,  there  is  likelv  to  be 

h"fo“  ““  r0dS  °"  11,0  ta»h-D-  Ad  W. 

Esk  (Wiiitby,  Yorkshire). — The  river  is  now  nracticallv 
free  from  snow-water.  The  freshet  of  last  vroek  enable! 
most,  of  the  salmon  and  salmon  trout  that  laid  in  the  various 
becks  to  get  down  to  the  sea.  The  flood  came  on  at  a  most 
«S«S»»t  time,  and  the  result  must  necessarily  be  good. 

I  hough  the  season  for  trout  fishing  has  commenced  there 
have  been  no  fish  caught,  and  little  attempt  happily  has 
been  made  to  take  any.  This  is  a  rather  late  rivor  audit 
is  generally  conceded  that  it  is  impracticable  to  commence 
before  the  month  of  May  sets  in.  Still  shoffid  fine 
weather  set  in,  the  banks  of  the  river  will  bo  Drettv  fro 

quenUy  vi^ ted,  unfortunately. -Jno.  J.  jIckson  5 

i>ea.— there  has  not  been  much  sport  during  the 
week,  as  the  weather  has  been  of  such  an  uncertain 

heonaCt<3r  as  7°  Prcvent  fishermen  turning  out.  This  has 
been  very  unfortunate  as  there  is  only  the  Lea  where  fislv 

Tffi«ahr>n°W  be  la-  'T  a?d  tbat  terminates  on  Easter  Monday 
1  his,  however,  will  give  some  chances  to  the  brothers  of 
the  angle  who  choose  to  devote  some  of  their  holiday  time 
to  their  favourite  pursuit.  The  water  has  now  go\  into 
eondition,  although  on  the  22nd  it  was  not  in  as 
good  order  as  I  expected  to  find  it ;  there  was  evidence 
from  the  colour,  that  some  snow  broth  was  present  but 
this  was  accounted  for  by  some  very  heavy  showers  of 
snow  and  had,  which  had  fallen  the  previous  day  The 
22nd  was  the  finest  day  we  have  had  this  month  a  bright 
sun  and  a  mild  north-west  wind  made  it  truly  enjoyable 

glIdbfi1shing  dhay?n°Wm  the  water’  ^  would  have  been  a 

King’s  Arms  Fishery,  Waltham  Abbey  — t  saw  a 
lray  °f a,  doz®n  £°od  sized  dace  and  two  chub,  which 
had. been  taken  from  Cobbins  Brook,  a  small  tributary 
joining  the  Lea  just  below  Waltham  Abbey.  This  brook 
being  very  small,  and  in  most  places  shallow  had  nro- 

streamn0tThrha?tantwaff"Ctead  by  thc  cold  as’  the  iS 
worms*  a1  W  tfia that  proved  successful,  were  small  red 
worms,  a  lure  that  I  think  is  too  often  neglected  and 
one  which,  to  my  mind,  ought  to  be  more  often  tried  when 
the  standiug  dishes  of  gentles  and  paste  fail  The  open 
competitmii  promoted  by  Mr.  Avis" of  the  King’s  Arms 
Hotel,  for  some  good  prizes  took  two  Sundays  before 
n  C£,uld  b°  decided.  The  results  were  as  follow  - 

sentiffi0 hv°Mr  XIif t’  the  first  prize,  a  good  general  rod  pre- 
sented  by  Mr.  bowerbutts,  was  won  by  Mr.  Albert  Tavlnr 
of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  with  chub  •  the 
^econii,  a  handsome  timepiece,  presented  by  Mr  H  Avis 
Mas  secured  by  Mr.  J.  Hadkiss,  of  thc  Burdett  Angling 
Society  with  dace;  on  the  22nd  inst.,  the  remaining  prizf 

MrnBobSBelfrof  ^slingin  flttel^cklc  cases— was  won  by 

Antes  SKira 

preseriaLon,  fishermen,  however,  being  expected  to  keen 
a!Ii  H?,gr°'Vlng.Cj;0ps  :  there  are  plenty  of  good  chub  here 
and  they  are  not  by  any  means  out  of  season  yet  and  the 
?ifrie  R°at  waters,  at  Tottenham,  which  are  open  until 
the  first  of  June  for  all  fishing  except  jVack  and  perch  I 
have  an  opinion  that  fish  when  far  gone  towards  snaivn 
ing,  are  not  very  eager  to  take  a  baitfand  th-it  thcrc  is  nffi 

woffid^t^rnLs^orfhlessf  fi^h'heavj^hf  spown^'ndlhere 
favourable.— SPLiCEDI^oii^edneSdaJ  ’  WeatW  and  ^ 

Eugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). -Rivers  low 
and.  very  bright.  Since  the  week  came  in  the  weather 
lias  been  Mrarmer.  Fish  were  rising  yesterday  106  in  a 
(Tuesday).  No  rods  out.  Fliesfor  next  week  and  on d  nfihil 
IwmT  MarCi1  February  Red,  Blue  D  unMronBlue 

U'Ndu,ng’  and  Eed  Pa  mer,  according  to  weather  The 
look  out  as  regards  chances  of  sport  during  the  holidays 
has  decidedly  improved  the  last  few  days  - R  T 
Williams.  j 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
Trhe1fafe0?Bl0rofr  f0r  flsbiYg’  boin«  a  nice  level  and  clear! 

water  and  "thr  arcel7  an7difference  to  thc 

water,  ana  the  nsh  have  been  more  on  the  feed  The 

weather  has  been  more  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out  and 
there  ha,s  been  more  flies  on  the  water  The  best  flies  arc 
info  ij-  Uei  D.ud.’  Fow-dung,  February  Red,  and  Palmer. 

1  he  1  insley  is  in  good  order  for  fishing,  when  the  Marcli 

S-GwyniTe  °n  thiS  iS  an  excePent  stream  tor  fitoffig 
Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).-Most  anglers  are  aware 

MSnTllAseAlNThe1re  -U  SU0£  are not  included  In 
iviunaena  s  iLct.  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  inten¬ 
tion  is  right,  but  the  dates  are  certainly  wrong  Judging 
from  past  experience  for  many  years'  the  roach 
vn Yn1  18  the  most  fashionable  and  also  the  most  followed’ 
all  through  April  on  this  water  with  suitable  weather  the 
biggest  and  best  fish  are  had  as  a  rule.  I  did  not  send  a 
report  last  week,  although  I  was  in  the  place  and  also 
paid  two  visits  and  had  a  long  chat  with  the  natives  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  anglers,  thc  Ram  Hotel.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  weather  then  I  thought 
I  would  prefer  for  once  to  be  silent  as  to  last  wp?u- 
although  I  knew  what  had  been  done,  and  it  only  proves 
,fc°  me  from  Mr  Weaver  of  thc  G.E.R.  Angling  Sociffiv 
that  all  what  I  have  said  in  the  past  as  to  the  perch  has 
.Pf^ct'y  true  They  are  there  and  can  be  had 
if  fished  foi  ,  several  respectable  catches  have  been  had 

q1  w3’  '  *Z'i  ro^c^?:  Pik<3  alone.  Time  writing 

S.AA.wind,  at  times  N.W.,  very  cold.  Bright  and  clear’ 
MrtaR?^ wishing  for  best  advise  as  to  the  best  swims' 
GEOR^Elfe  WdI  glVe  lfc  Wltb  ljleasul'c.  free.— John  O. 

Ouse,  "&c.  (Yorkshire). — The  Ouse,  Derwent  and  Foss 
have  cleared  well  since  last  report,  and  are  assumin°-  their 
°ur  trout  season  here  does  no°t  com 

becY  oifi  V1  w  th’  YT®  but;  a  few  pike  fishermen  have 
neen  out,  and  with  only  poor  results.  I  hear  from  the 

moorland  district  of  Kirby  moorside  that  thc  trout  streams 
Hiccal,  and  Dove  are  yet  having  a  taste 
of  the  thaw  where  the  snowstorm  was  very  severe?  It  will 
t).717I|t<7reSftlng  t0»n°ie  the  flies  recommended  for  the  first 
riz  Mr  FhM  Wn  hree  celebrated  Yorkshire  fishermen, 
viz.,  Air.  r .  M.  Walbran,  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt  and  Mr  T  w 
Blakey.  They  are:— Walbran — Dark  Snipe  and  Purple* 
Eariy  or  W  inter  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  Bloa 
|{arJ^Q Urown  as  point);  Pritt— Waterhen  Bloa  (point) 

Blakev^nmanral  ,U^leALlght  £nipe-  and  Winter  Brown; 

(February  Red),  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 
ka/  I5r°wn>  usmg  the  former  as  point  fly.  Mr 

1  •  W  Walbran  has  often  dubbed  thc  March  Brown  as  a 

FngChim°ouY1ffitenicycffiHndithe  two  ot-her  authorities  leav¬ 
ing  him  out  in  the  cold  also  seems  in  some  measure  to 


«s»islswLis!r.s.by  --'S® 

weather  than  we  have  been  having  0^  atfbringg  with  R 
ari?f  of  the  flies  and  a  rush  of  fish  to  thefords  Theova 
in  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Societv’s  Hatphorx' 
thnng  Ie?larkably  well,  and  when  hatched  with  the  thirty 
thousand  eggs  from  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  the  chairman  of  the 

aet„tabCI,T,p|XVdiSleeS0wiSis  S  Un" 

gather  up  to  Monday  was  cold  and  raugh  aYd  snoV  and 

oflfilheL?Lai?giers  1!ave  been  out  on  the  water!  but*  the  lffis 
of  fish  landed  have  been  limited,  owing  to  the  cold  weather 

trout*1  with*  th°en  wtU'1?y'  MrV  k  SniRh haSdedsomegood 
" lth  the  Blue  Dun.  Iu  the  water  under  Whit- 
enffe,  on  Alonday,  a  few  trout  were  caught  The  Onv 
fYrrp’fClui?  nnd  ksdwyche  are  all  in  good  order.  In  the 

from  the°dny  wRh  the  fly.— S.  Ludlow.  Wornl’  and  somc 

•  Ten*.e  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the*  water  is  running 

Tho0<weathiw  thGflShi'1i?’nbeinig  clear  and  a  nice  height! 
ine  weather  ^kis  week  has  been  more  favourable  for 

angling,  and  a  few  rods  have  been  out  with  the  fly  Snort 
has  not  been  brisk  as  yet,  the  fish  not  rising  freely  as  yet 
Bottom  fishing  is  good  with  the  worm.  A  few  trout  vvYra* 

the  week  had  the  weather  been  more  favourable  HUh 
winds  have  prevailed  daily,  and  generally  the  elenients 
have  been  most  unsettled.  The  Nottingham  Wellington 
f7.c‘C77 have  clo.se(i  the  winter  season  with  a  record  of 
thirty-tvvo  specimen  fish  weighed  in,  and  it  is  fair  to 

wUl'  follow  Yal  ,yearly  banqu77  and  distribution  of  prizes 
Will  follow  in  due  course.  Trout  fishing  has  suffered 
through  the  adverse  climatic  conditions,  and  it  is  note¬ 
worthy  the  fish  this  season,  are  very  backward  so  that  a 

fr70,iU  TTai'e> 11 YW  lncdped  to  rise  freely— the  March  Brown 
a? d  Hares  Ear  are  in  favour  just  now,  and  indeed  some 
of  our  local  anglers  use  them  throughout  the  season  Some 

alT 1 1  li n gUn n°I u 7  ha V e  already  been  accounted  for.  and 
alrrvS«  fr  consi<iered  our  prospects  are  good. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Since  writing  last 

iffid  wi tFiffi  theSl.  YtCtn  m°St  uafavourable  for  trout  ffshing 
untu  within  the  last  tnree  or  four  days.  In  the  beginning 

Ft  nUhYe<tYuWe  b,ad  hoavy  snow  storms,  with  shafp  frost 
followed  up  by  cold  north-east  winds.  Then 
t  V7elcomo  change  to  the  south,  and  although  the 
!\7°r  is  unusuEilly  low,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
!l77-!7v?-a  ten’  say  Yi'P111  'db-  to  61b.  a  basket,  some  of  the  fish 
eighing  over  lib.  each,  and  in  nice  condition  for  the 
Un?  0fByeaN  bfive  just  had  rather  a  heavy  fall  of 

rain,  so  hope  for  good  sport.— H.  s 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Although  the  weather  has  been 
cold  and  windy  since  we  had  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  and 
rain,  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with  March 
Biown, Iron  Blue  Dun,  Buff  and  Quill  Gnat,  in  the  Associa- 

ChFUFm1’  n°iTing  gentlemen  and  others  °-E. 

Glea,  Esq.,  Colonel  Dalton,  Messrs.  Wm.  O.  Davies  F 

Denner,  and  Williams  ;  the  most  successful  angler  during 

the  week  being  Master  H.  Clare,  who  with  Actoon  naf 

Usk  Tat*  Uskf)°r  cFn'h  irout’  weighing  17ilb.-J.  ClIre 
USK  (at  Usk). — Capital  sport  is  being  had  with  trout 
during  the  past  week.  The  water  has  been  in  Very  ^d 
order  after  the  freshet,  and  flies  have  come  offi  on  the 
m  atei  111  numbers  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  Trout  are 

gnnnVUa1-?™'’10?-111  c°nsequcnce,  and  are  now  in  fairly 
good  condition.  New  salmon  have  boon  observed  travel- 
ling,  and  the  chances  of  sport  next  week  are  bright.  Some 

d Vvvmwmhf  tS,r  f  tr°Ut  haVe  been  had’  vaiTing  from  101b. 


Scotoh  Rsports. 


Ayrshire  Lochs. — The  Ayrshire  lochs  are  now  "ettin^- 
into  good  order  On  Loch  Doon  there  is  every  likelihood 
that  anglers  will  obtain  much  better  sport  this  year  than 
VF  hWf  7  fea7°nf>  as  steps  are  being  taken  to  lower  the 
tVYT  ti  £  thY  IoYh  considerably.  Hitherto  the  water  on 
Loch  Doon  has  been  many  feet  too  high  to  admit  of  good 
sport,  owing  to  the  islands  which  abound  on  the  loch  being 
covered  Mr.  William  Walker  Bellsbank,  the  lessee  of 

mV vTTIfY V° rde ri ng f 1  b e<  I1 0 is  arrangiug  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  proprietor,  the  Marquis  of  Ayrshire,  to  have 

flnYY  feet  of  Mrater  run  off,  as  it  is  overflowing  the  banks 
and  destroying  a  large  breadth  of  the  best  grazing  ground 
Pir<?fit  V.this  arrangement,  as  the  islands 
cause  fly  to  hatch  and  trout  to  gather  near  at  hand  At 
present  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  sport  being  had  amon°- 
the  trout  with  bait-fishmg  from  the  side,  and  several  good 
baskets  have  been  had  with  fly.  Little  fly-fishing,  how¬ 
ever,  will  be  had  before  the  end  of  next  month.  These 
Ayrshire  lochs  (Doon  and  Finlas)  are  not  so  well  known  to 
south  country  anglers  as  they  should  be.  The  trout  are 
not  large,  the  average  running  about  three  or  four  to  the 
pound  with  an  occasional  one  Jib.  or  11b.,  but  the  numbers 
caught  go  to  make  up  the  weight.  On  favourable  days  the 
trout  rise  well,  and  fight  hard  for  liberty  too.  A  few  years 
I  remember  accompanying  “  Red  Spinner,  ’  of  the 
Field,  who  killed  a  heavy  bag.  Salmon  are  sometimes 
caught  aa  well.  The  best  locality  is Dalmellington  village 
where  there  are  two  hotels,  the  Black  Bull  and  toe 
Lolingt°n.  Boats  and  good  boatmen  are  at  the  call  of 
anglers,  and  they  know  all  the  best  places.  No  charge  is 
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made  for  angling— the  lochs  are  free  to  those  staying  at 
the  hotel,  and  the  charges  are  moderate. — Heatherbelj,. 

Berriedale  (Duke  of  Portland’s).— When  the  weather 
permits  the  netsmen  at  the  river’s  mouth  are  getting  fair 
hauls  of  salmon.  Nothing  has  been  as  yet  done  on  the 
river,  as  no  rod  has  been  out.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is 
expected  to  he  here  shortly  to  fish  on  the  Helmsdale,  when 
probably  the  Berriedale  will  be  tried.  The  river  is  in  fine 
fishing  ply,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  good  fish 
now  on  the  pools.— S.  Cooper. 

Brora  (Sutherland).— Notwithstanding  the  severity  of 
the  weather  during  the  past  fortnight,  Messrs.  Gunnis  and 
Hall  have  been, enjoying  excellent  sport.  During  the  week 
the  takes  have  been  good  ones — three,  four,  and  six  fish  a- 
day  to  each  rod.  The  taking  off  of  the  nets  has  certainly 
helped  sport,  fish  now  being  readily  secured  in  the  tidal 
pools.  The  Duke  of  Sutherland’s  practical  efforts  by  this 
means  to  improve  his  fisheries  might  well  be  copied  with 
advantage  by  other  proprietors  who  are  owners  of  salmon 
fisheries.— Colin  Gunn. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay,  N.B.).— This  river  has 
not  for  several  years  been  so  late  as  it  is  this  season.  In 
1890  the  first  fish  of  the  season  was  landed  about  the  middle 
of  February.  This  year  the  weather  has  been  so  unusually 
stormy  that  very  few  attempts  have  been  made  until  last 
week,  when  Alexander  Littlejohn,  Esq.,  of  Invercharron, 
made  a  good  commencement  on  the  Invercharron  waters. 
On  Thursday  he  had  a  fish  on  for  a  considerable  time,  but 
being  insufficiently  hooked,  it  got  off.  On  Friday  he  landed 
three  salmon,  weighing  respectively  111b.,  941b„  and  841b. 
The  eleven-pounder  played  with  great  game  for  close"  on 
three-quarters  of  an  hour.  On  the  same  date  Miss  Little¬ 
john,  of  Invercharron,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  lost 
another.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Bad- 
roon,  fished  the  waters  connected  with  the  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  and  caught  a  salmon  of  741b.  on  Gledfield 
Pool ;  while  a  fish  of  about  101b.  was  landed  on  the  Brae- 
langwell  waters.  Weather  still  unsettled,  but  water  in 
good  order.— W.  T.  B. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  sport  got  on  the  upper 
waters  where  there  is  an  excellent  head  of  fish  is  on  the 
whole  very  gratifying ;  but  the  middle  and  lower  reaches 
have  shown  little  improvement.  The  weather,  however, 
has  now  settled,  and  if  the  prognostications  of  the 
“prophets  ’  are  to  be  entertained,  the  month  of  April  is  to 
redeem  the  inferior  state  of  matters  which  prevailed  during 
March.  Let  us  hope  so.  On  the  Royal  waters  near 
Balmoral  g09d  successes  have  been  secured.  The  chief 
sport  of  the  river,  however,  has  been  got  on  the  Invercauld 
Arms  water.  During  last  week  Mr.  Bristow  landed  one 
fish  of  81b.,  three  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  three  of  81b  841b 

and  91b. ;  five  ranging  from  71b.  to  221b.,  and  two  of  91b.  and 
9jlb.  Altogether  fourteen  fish  for  the  week,  while  Wm 
Hardy,  keeper,  had  three  of  871b.,  771b.  and  01b. ;  one  of  111b. 
and  two  of  711b.  each  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Mon- 
altrie  section,  Mr.  E.  F.  Haven  landed  two  of  81b.  and  101b., 
while  Mr.  W.  IL  Haven  had  a  splendid  fish  of  181b. ;  two  of 
91b.  and  101b„  and  three  on  Saturday  last  of  9110.,  91b.,  and 
111b.,  while  Mr.  Bank  from  the  same  water  secured  a  nice 
fish  of  811b.  on  Friday.  On  the  Glenmuick  water  Mr.  J. 


Craigendarroch  water,  which  has  fished  remarkably 
well  this  season.  The  Cambus  O’May  has  not  yet  been 
fished,  and  the  more  is  this  the  pity,  as  this  season  has  all 
along  been  specially  favourable  for  this  section,  which  has 
not  been  the  case  for  a  number  of  years  back.  On  the 
Glentana  water  Sir  William  Brooks,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and 
friends  are  enjoying  fair  sport.  On  the  Carlogie  section 
Captain  F.  T.  Miles  landed  two  on  Monday,  of  111b  and 
lGlb.,  and  a  splendid  fish  on  Tuesday  of  191b„  but  the  other 
sections  in  this  district  are  blank.  On  the  Woodend  water 
Mr.  F.  Watson’s  fish  got  on  Tuesday  last  was  171b.— fresh- 
run.  Kelts  are  very  numerous  on  this  and  the  lower 
sections,  and  kelt  sport  is  the  general  order  of  the  day. 
On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water  only  three  fish  were  got  last 
week— one  on  Monday  of  181b„  one  on  Tuesday  scaling  the 
handsome  weight  of  261b.  (the  second  heaviest  fish  killed  on 
the  Dec  this  season),  and  another  on  Wednesday  scaling 

121b.  The  prawn  was  the  chief  lure  on  this  section.  On  the 


Lower  Crathes  water,  Mr.  Cox  landed  two  of  average 
weight ;  while  Sir  Charles  Turner  had  a  nice  fish  of  lHlb. 
on  1  hursday,  and  another  of  81b.,  on  Friday,  on  the  Park 
water ;  and  Fraser,  gillie,  had  one  of  average  size  on  the 
Drum  water.  On  the  tidal  reaches  nothing  of  any  impor- 
tance  has  been  done.  For  some  time  back  there  has  been 
a  great  felling  oft  at  the  netting  stations,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  weather.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banftshire).-A  change  of  weather  having 
taken  place, the  tlooded  state  of  the  river  has  now  subsided 
and  fish  are  running  freely.  The  water  being  rather  dark 
m  colour,  with  the  heavy  spate  there  has  been  little  im¬ 
provement  in  the  fishing’.  On  the  lower  reaches  the  nets 
have  been  at  work  daily,  but  the  result  was  only  from 
three  to  ten  fish  of  an  average  of  91b.  A  keen  frost  con¬ 
tinues,  although  the  weather  is  more  sunshiny  and  dry 
which  militates  against  the  prospects  of  the  anglers  The 
pools  are  most  well  stocked,  but  the  fish  will  not  rise. 
In  iJie  end  of  last  week  the  nets  on  the  sea  coast  were  a 
good  deal  torn  up  by  the  heavy  seas  from  the  north. 
Notwithstanding,  the  fishing  on  the  coast  is  keeping 
well  up,,  and  now  that  the  weather  is  settling 
down  the  improvement  will  continue.  The  average  take 
from  the  nets  in  the  Deveron  district  is  six  to  nine  daily. 
On  the  Gardenstown  coast  the  fishing  has  been  the  best  for 
^ie.s?as0.n-  We  hear  that  on  Saturday  last  thirty  salmon 
of  fair  size  were  landed,  and  for  the  present  month  the 
total  catch  is  over  one  hundred  fish.  Lately  the  size  of  the 
fish  v  ere  rather  less  than  those  got  at  the  opening  of  the 
season.  Since  the  wet  weather  set  in  the  number  of 
diseased  flsh  has  greatly  diminished.  Several  fish  of  very 
heavy  weight  have  been  got  dead  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  I  rom  the  river  and  coast  stations  the  total  number 
of  boxes  consigned  to  the  markets  for  the  week  was  eight 
only  one  less  than  that  sent  to  the  markets  for  the  corres¬ 
ponding  week  last  year.  The  boxes  weigh  from  l',cwt  to 
over  2c wt.  The  prices  vary  from  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
to  three  shillings  per  lb. — H.  W. 

Don — The  Don,  like  most  other  streams,  has  suffered 
lately  on  account  of  the  want  of  moisture.  The  tempta- 
tion  to  poachers  has  been  exceedingly  great,  and,  like  the 
Dee,  has  not  altogether  escaped  their  depredations.  How¬ 
ever,  on  the  other  hand,  the  hand  of  the  law  has  been  laid 
heavily  down  on  all  who  have  come  under  it.  Two 
labourers,  Ogdvie,  against  whom  there  were  eleven  pre¬ 
vious  convictions,  and  Watson,  with  a  record  of  twelve 
previous  delinquencies,  were  convicted  of  poaching  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week  and  fined  £5  each,  and 
1/s.  expenses  each,  the  alternative  being  thirty  days  in 
prison. 

Forss,  Caithness  (Westfield  House  Rod).-Owing  to 


the  boisterous  nature  of  the  weather,  as  well  as  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  state  of  the  water,  which  was  for  several  days 
gorged  with  snow,  successful  operations  with  the  rod  have 
been  retarded.  Since  last  reported  the  sport  obtained  by 
McNicol,  Westfield  House,  has  been  as  follows — viz., 
ou  Wednesday,  the  11th  inst.,  one  salmon,  111b. ;  on  Friday, 
13th,  two  salmon,  1011b.  and  71b. ;  on  Monday,  16th,  one  ex- 
cellent  fish  of  161b.,  and  another  weighing  101b. ;  and  on 
Wednesday,  18th,  one  salmon  of  101b.  and  another  of  51b.  It 
should,  however,  be  mentioned  that  this  rod  has  only  three 
days  a  week  of  the  one-and-a-half-mile  stretch  below  the 
falls,  the  only  part  on  which  spring  angling  can  be  got,  as 
fish  seldom  or  never  ascend  the  falls  before  April,  and 
even  then  very  few  of  them  make  their  way  up.  The 

'v5r  mi!ias  now  improved,  and  better  sport  is  anticipated. 
—  W.  1.  B. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — This  water  during  the  past 
week  has  done  more  than  keep  up  its  well-known  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  grand  salmon  angling  river  in  spring.  Although 
the  weather  was  on  most  days  frosty,  yet  the  river  was  in 
grand  angling  ply,  by  the  action  of  the  sun  on  the  surround¬ 
ing  snow-clad  hills.  Indeed  a  noted  angler  of  forty  years’ 
experience  N  orman  to  wit — informs  me  that  in  all  that 
period  he  never  saw  such  good  average  salmon  angling, 
and  he  adds  that  the  river  is  “  full  of  fish,  daily  increasing 
by  fish  constantly  arriving  from  the  sea.”  From  this  it 
may  be  surely  inferred  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  for 
anglers  for  some  time  to  come.  The  following  is  the  daily 
sport .9.1?  Wednesday,  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd.on 
No.  6  (Kildonan).  landed  six  salmon,  of  91b.  each  ;  on  No.  5, 
Sir  George  Grey  also  got  six,  of  91b  ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Buckly 
landed  the  grand  score  of  nine  flsh,  of  101b.  each  ;  on  No.  3, 
Mr.  Hick,  landed  six,  of  91b.  each  ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Frank 
Sykes  got  two  of  91b. ;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Greenfield,  two 
also  of  91b.  On  1  hursday,  the  19th  inst.,  Mr.  Greenfield,  on 
No.  6,  landed  two  salmon,  91b  each ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Akroyd  got  two  also  of  91b. ;  on  No.  4,  Sir  George  Grey 
had  two  of  101b  •  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Buckly  got  three  of  91b. ; 
on  No.  2,  Mr.  John  Hick  got  three  of  101b. ;  and  on  No.  1, 
Mr.  I  rank  Sykes,  one  of  71b. ;  on  Friday,  the  20th  inst.,  Mr. 
Frank  Sykes  on  No.  6  (Kildonan),  got  one  fish  of  91b. ;  on 
No.  o,  Mr.  Greenfield  landed  four  of  101b  each;  on  No.  4, 
Mr.  Richard  Rutherford  had  one  of  91b. ;  on  No.  3  Sir 
*jeJrfe  Grey  landed  a  grand  fish  of  241b.,  and  other  three 
of  91b.  each ;  on  No. .2,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  landed  seven  of 
91b. ;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  John  Hick  one  of  121b 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)  —  Con¬ 
sidering  the  low  state  of  these  waters  the  sport  got  is 
r<inlua.rkal,  y  S°od.  1  he  following  record  for  the  past  fort- 
night  compares  favourably  with  any  other  fishing  of  its 
size  in  the  north.  On  the  10th  two  salmon  were  got  on  the 
loch  of  average  size  and  two  oft  the  river,  201b.  and  91b. 
The  loch  was  blank  on  the  11th  inst.,  but  the  river  yielded 
two,  201b.  and  131b.  On  the  13th  inst.  one  was  got  off  the 
river,  and  two  on  the  loch.  On  the  12th  inst.  two  got  off 

onn.  K  aad,  2filb.,  and  two  on  the  loch, 

■01b.  and  1/ lb.  The  loch  yielded  one  of  81b.,  and  the  river 
two  on  the  14th  inst.  On  the  16th  inst.  two  off  the  river 
weighed  lolb.  and  91b.  One  was  got  off  the  river  on  the 
L  th  inst.,  91b.,  and  two  on  the  loch.  On  the  18th  inst.  Mr. 
\\  llson  had ^  grand  sport  on  the  loch,  landing  five  salmon 
weighing  181b  181b„  171b  131b„  and  111b.,  and  Mr.  Moore 
had  two  oft  the  river,  181b.  and  161b.  Seemingly  the  sal- 
mon  here  have  not  been  keeping  Lent  very  strictly,  as  up 
to  the  last  mentioned  date  they  had  not  observed  one  fast 
day,  but  the  next  day,  the  19th  inst..  they  made  up  for  lost 
time  and  would  not  be  tempted  to  feed,  refusing  all  sorts 
of  lures.  However,  on  the  20th  inst.  the  anglers  had  three 
apl®ce.  On  the  21st  inst.  two  were  got  on  the  loch,  131b. 
and  101b.,  and  one  on  the  river,  71b.  On  the  23rd  inst.  one 
was  got  oft  the  river ;  loch  blank.  Rain  has  fallen  yester¬ 
day  and  last  night,  and  to-day  the  loch  is  up  two  inches, 
so  a  still  better  recorded  is  expected  next  week. — Hison. 

Nayer  (Sutherland,  N.B.) — The  river  is  in  (good  ply 
and  fish  are  running  up  freely.  On  Monday  next  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  from  Bettyhill  Hotel  landed  three  salmon,  one  of 
mm,"1  v1  S?!?n<k<i  weighing  2841b;  another  scaled 

111b.,  but  the  weight  of  the  third  is  not  known.  The  same 
anglers  caught  three  salmon  on  Tuesday,  three  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  and  two  on  Thursday — W.  T.  B. 

,  °: £el  B.ridSe.  jia  Lairg,’  N.B.)-Tlns  river 
has  not  at  all  been  in  good  fishing  order  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  weather  has  also  been  adverse.  Despite  this 
William  Black  (novelist),  Langwell  Lodge, 
Af'oiiK01^ ^aT1.r  y  successful.  On  Thursday  hecaughtasalmon 
of  9ilb.  on  Brue  Pool,  and  on  Friday  a  splendid  fish,  which 
fVC’“b(9  l’>lb.,on  Langwell  Fool.  On  Saturday  he  landed 
p™,sa| a iV.  j  P-  a u d  8|lb  the  former  being  got  on  Rock 
t/fP,  latter  on  the  Nairows.  In  the  courseof  the 
week.  Mi.  Gilmour,  of  Alexandria,  fishing  from  the  hotel, 
landed  four  salmon  ;  they  were  all  got  on  Rock  and  Junc- 
t1^  loofe  and  ranged  in  weight  from  Sib.  to  1041b. 

(Inveran,  N.  B.).— On  Wednesday  last  week  an 
angler  from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  fished  the  lower 
sal,n',?n  ?f  4ilb-  out  of  Garden  Pool,  one 
of  mb.  out  of  Artificial  Pool,  and  two  of  81b.  each  out  of 
Cruives  Pool.  On  Saturday  the  same  gentleman  landed 

Poo)1- walT  °B  °n  Snnth  Pool>  and  one  of  91b.  on  Home 

of  Scotland.— On  Saturday  morning  all  the 
Sauth  Scotland  rivers  were  in  capital  ply  for  fly  fishing 
after  the  floods  which  prevailed  in  the  rivers  during  the 
week.  1  ne  day  however,  was  not  at  all  favourable,  as  a 
biting  wind  was  blowing  from  the  north.  With  no  rise  of 
KhchrJ^nW^VldA110t  u1S?  with  anything  like  freedom.  Mr. 
Mr  hit’h fa’ -5illled  three  trout  of  fully  41b.  each  ; 
ffiffe?p°mdrnHa  w*  lko  w ei&bts-  Several  salmon  rose  to 
n  °fdb’  -bui  they  can\°  short.  On  Monday  forenoon 

m!?,d, camo’  and  some  excellent  salmon  fishing 
*°',ver  waters  of  the  Annan.  In  the  Spittal 
I  ool,  immediately  above  Annan  Bridge,  Mr.  James 

fish  of *11 on r Rd  mih^'vr  spring  salmon  of  the  season— a  nice 
WaH  y  21b,  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson,  St.  Asaph,  fol- 

k-l  r  L  nf  vin!1  P,nd  landing  a  most  lovely 

little  salmon  of  111b. out  of  the HowesPool.  Mr.  Nicholson 

Hfeh UER-iSiaSAed  bls  Psb, when  Mr.  James  Dixon,  baker, 

f  S  Annan  hooked  a  salmon  on  the  same  cast. 
After  a  good  bit  of  play  the  salmon  was  tailed,!  and  proved 
to  be  another  beauty  of  1441b.  Mr.  Dixon  caughthisflsh 

silkhbodv1Xef'hnyn°^  ^olden  Pheasant  and  yellow  and  claret 
of  ™  ouJ  .ln(;,ha  ?‘ng  118  f,y  d«ring  the  afternoon  for  one 
da",° WJ ind  yello^ w,  he  again  succeeded  in  hooking  his 

Hflmnn  nf1i'i!hthCrSillllC  p0?k  Thls  was  a  very  magnificent 
salmon  of  191b.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  nicer  spring1  salmon 

ho^s  nm’nf  TL1^6, the  otbers  cau!?ht,  it  was  not  many 
dS  hatVw  S?  way-  Several  other  flsh  were  risen 
a  'n,  lh  n  ,.v,u  Tuesday  the  wind  still  kept  favour- 
vrie’rind  ln  the  right  direction,  and  sport  was  again  good 

sMm?nUofTr,lha  Bu“fries  angler,  killed  a  handsome  h°  tle 
,,  thlb.  in  the  pool  above  Annan  Bridge  ;  and  Mr. 
f Tm°J  d’  ea^ght  one  of  121b.  in  the  Spittal  Pool.  Mr 
James  Thomson  hooked  and  lost  one  after  a  short  run  and 


Mr.  Nicholson  also  rose  one,  which  did  not  seize  the  hook 
properly;  Mr.  James  Dixon  hooked  one  of  81b.  or  91b. 
After  playing  it  until  thoroughly  exhausted,  a  man 
stepped  down  the  bank  and  tailed  the  flsh.  On  walking  up 
the  bank  with  it  in  his  arms  it  wriggled  and  fell  upon  the 
grass,  and  broke  the  cast.  Before  it  could  be  seized  it 
rolled  down  the  bank  and  into  the  water,  escaping  with- 
the  hook  in  its  mouth.  Rain  comratnced  to  fall  in  the 
afternoon,  compelling  those  who  were  out  to  find  shelter 
at  their  houses.  Two  or  three  salmon  were  killed  in  the 
upper  waters  two  Lockerbie  anglers  killing  one  each  of 
some  181b.  I  hear  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  the 
Border  Esk  ;  but  while  I  write  the  full  particulars  have 
not  come  to  hand.  The  reports  from  the  Nith  are  quiet, 
although  plenty  of  salmon  are  in  the  favourite  pools. 
There  was  a  run  of  salmon  in  the  Solway  on  Tuesday,  so- 
that  with  favourable  weather,  and  waters  in  good  order, 
there  is  every  likelihood  of  further  sport  being  had  in  the 
rivers  of  this  district  by  the  time  these  notes  appear  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Fly-fishing  in  the  district  waters  was  • 
interrupted  this  morning  (Wednesday)  by  the  rivers 
coming  down  in  flood.  Heavy  rain  has  fallen  all  after¬ 
noon,  so  that  the  floods  will  be  heavier  than  ever  by  to¬ 
morrow  (Thursday)  morning.  The  barometer  is  still  fall¬ 
ing.  Rivers  cannot  be  in  good  order  before  Saturday,  I  am 
afraid.  Prospects  good  for  Easter  week.— Heatherbell. 

Strathpeffer.— On  the  Spa  Hotel  water,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Rutherford,  of  Edinburgh,  took  a  191b.  salmon  on  the 
Fannich  Pool.  The  river  is  rising  fast,  and  good  sport  may 
be  looked  for.— D.  M. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water).— Sport  has  been  poor  dur- 
the  past  week  in  consequence  of  the  river  being  very  low  ; 
however  there  has  been  a  heavy  fell  of  rain,  which  will 
help  to  bring  it  up  again,  and  more  satisfactory  doings  arc 
expected  this  week.  On  the  Murthly  water,  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Cesari  landed  a  handsome  flsh  scaling  181b.,  and  on  the 
Stenton  beat,  on  Friday,  another  of  151b.  On  Saturday, 
Messrs.  Machan  and  Ireland,  Dundee,  fished  the  Murthly 
and  Delvinc  waters,  but  were  unsuccessful,  only  landing 
two  kelts.  On  the  Murthly  water,  Mr.  Collier,  Dundee, 
caught  a  little  beauty  of  81b.— Edward  Cesari. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  still  continues  low  and  the 
weather  cold,  nevertheless  sport  has  been  better  this  week 
than  the  previous  one.  On  the  Delvine  Water  Mr.'.  J. 
Cameron  had  a  flsh  of  161b.  On  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Cesari, 
Birnam  Hotel,  had  two  on  the  Murthly  Water,  181b.  and 
151b.  On  the  Redgorton  Water,  Mr.  Ritchie  had  one  of 
101b.  On  the  20th  inst.  Messrs.  Beatty  and  Thomson, 
Logierait,  had  two,  251b.  and  71b.  On  the  Free  Water  Mr. 
How  had  nine  whitling.  Mr.  Maxwell  had  one  of  181b.  on 
the  Dalguise  Water.  Tummel.— On  the  Fastrally  Water 
Sir  George  Stephen  had  two  on  the  19th  inst.,  181b.  and 
221b.,  and  one  on  the  23rd  inst.,  281b.  Lyon.— On  the  Ken- 
more  Hotel  Water,  Mr.  W.  F.  J.  Dundas  had  two,  191b. 
and  211b.  -Alder. 

Thurso  (Brawl  Castle). — Owing  to  the  slow  thaw  the 
river  has  been  in  a  variable  condition  for  the  past  ten  days, 
rising  and  felling  daily,  but  always  keeping  above  good 
fishing  height.  The  water  was,  however,  very  clean,  and 
some  good  sport  was  got.  The  fish  run  an  average  weight 
of  about  121b.  Owing  to  the  long  continued  state  of  high 
water,  the  flsh  arc  now  mostly  in  the  upper  beats,  and  in 
Lochmore,  so  that  fishing  below  No.  5  beat  is  now  of  little 
use,  consequently  the  anglers  have  decided  to  remove  to 
Strathmore  Lodge  on  the  26th  inst.,  which  is  ten  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  within  two  miles  of  Lochmore, 
which,  when  the  water  subsides  a  bit,  will  be  in  good  order, 
and  good  sport  is  expected.  The  salmon  1  ave  been  run¬ 
ning  fairly  well,  notwithstanding  that  the  water  was 
mostly  from  melted  snow,  and  its  temperature  from  36deg. 
to  40deg.  F.— Archibald  Harper. 

Whitadder.— Rise  of  water  to-day  (March  24).  One 
gentleman  staying  at  the  cottage  tried  for  about  one  hour 
yesterday.  He  killed  a  bull  trout  31b.  weight.  The  trout 
are  in  good  condition,  better  in  fact  than  they  were  in 
October  last.  There  is  good  prospect  for  anglers  as  the 
river  is  in  good  order.— R.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Bsparfcs. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).  —  The- 

weather  continues  very  unfavourable  for  angling,  and  the 
waters  at  present  are  very  low.in  this  district.  Rain  is  much 
needed  to  put  things  in  a  better  state.  The  following  are 
details  since  last  report :  On  the  17th,  John  Sullivan  had  two 
salmon,  131b.  and  101b.  ;  Stephen  Huggard,  two,  111b.  and 
101b. ;  Michael  Brennan,  two,  131b.  and  121b.  ;  and  Daniel 
Leary,  one,  1541b.  On  the  18th,  Daniel  Leary,  one,  1441b. 
On  the  19th,  Denis  Currane,  one  101b.  20th,  Mr.  R.  Bromley, 
one,  101b.  23rd,  Colonel  Rogers,  one,  151b.  Brown  trout 
fishing  is  beginning  to  improve.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Eundrowes  River.— The  weather 
has  improved  a  good  deal  since  last  report.  A  lot  of  rain 
has  fallen  and  cleared  out  the  snow  water.  There  was  no 
fishing  done  on  Melvin  until  Wednesday,  when  Mr.  E.  G. 
Bowden  tried  it  and  landed  the  first  salmon  of  the  season, 
a  very  nice  fish  of  101b.;  from  then  until  the  end  of  the  week 
anglers  were  out,  and  good  sport  was  had,  as  follows :  Mr. 
W.  Parkins,  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  101b.;  Mr.  A.  Scott, 
one.  111b.;  Mr.  W.  Parkins,  on  Friday,  one,  131b.;  Mr.  G. 
Breeder,  C.E.,  two,  lljlb.  and  101b.;  Major  Wilson,  on 
Saturday,  one,  101b.;  Mr.  C.  Barron,  one,  101b.  Sport  on 
the  Bundrowes  also  improved,  and  a  few  good  fish  were 
taken— Mr.  E.  Gilbride,  on  Tuesday,  on  the  upper  waters^ 
one,  15jlb.,  and  on  Thursday,  at  the  same  place,  one  of  101b. 
Mr.  D.  Magowan,  on  Friday,  on  the  lower  waters,  one, 
111b.;  Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  Saturday,  on  the  upper  waters,  one, 
141b.  The  river  has  risen  several  inches  in  the  past  few 
days,  and  fish  are  running  up  fast ;  a  lot  of  fish  that  were 
lying  in  the  river  waiting  for  a  fresh  have  all  gone  into  the 
lake.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  and  Aiakes  (Ballina).— Since  the  disappearance 
of  frost  and  north-easterly  winds  a  few  days  ago  we  have 
had  some  nice  showers  of  rain,  and  the  wind  from  the 
south-west,  angling  has  improved  steadily.  The  first  day 
of  the  change,  Mr.  Gingly  got  a  nice  fish,  1341b.,  and  lost 
another;  Mr.  Boyd,  one,  1041b.;  Mr.  Hefferon,  one,  1241b.; 
they  were  the  only  rods  out  that  day.  Since  then  four 
more  fish  were  killed,  one  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Wilson,  121b.;  one 
by  Mr.  Roche,  15jlb.;  one  by  Mr.  Flynn,  111b.;  and  one  by 
Mr.  Spiers,  1241b.  The  latter  gentleman  hooked  and  played 
for  over  half-an-hour  a  fine  fresh-run  fish,  and  lost  it  by  the* 
awkwardness  of  the  boatman  who  went  to  land  it.  Messrs. 
Macnulty  and  Tighe,  fishing  in  the  evenings,  had  from  two 
to  four  nice  spring  sea  trout,  each  ranging  from  141b.  to 
241b.  Trout  fishers  on  the  lochs  were  not  so  successful  as 
they  might  have  been  if  the  weather  was  less  squally,  but 
if  more  genial  weather  sets  in  trout  will  rise,  and  they  are 
now  in  fairly  good  condition.  As  I  write  (early  in  the 
week)  rain  is  falling,  and  in  a  few  more  days  plenty  of 
fresh  water  is  sure  to  be  in  the  rivers  and  lakes,  and  good 
sport  certain.  Fishing  salmon  and  trout  free. — F.  H. 
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F&0 M  THE  INCHA.BD  TO 
OVERSCAIG. 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS, 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Just  when  finishing  breakfast  I  heard  the 
rumble  of  wheels  outside  in  front  of  the  hotel, 
and  the  “  Wo  now !  ”  to  his  cob  of  the  little  Jehu 
from  Durness,  who,  alighting  from  the  dickey  of 
the  “  Royal,”  quickly  made  his  way  to  the  hotel 
kitchen  to  allay  with  porridge,  ham,  cold  roast, 
cheese,  and  other  good  provender  the  cravings  of 
the  fierce  appetite  which  the  keen  crisp  air  of 
the  morning  had  created  during  his  long  drive. 
My  further  stay  at  Rhiconich  was  now  to  be  counted 
by  minutes.  It  behoved  me,  therefore,  to  see 
with  expedition  to  anything  that  still  required  to 
be  done.  Accordingly  to  satisfy  myself  that  all 
my  belongings  had  been  taken  outside  I  gave  a 
hurried  glance  at  the  “  things  ”  in  the  lobby,  and 
a  hasty  rummage  through  my  room,  after  which 
I  called  for  Mr.  Wallace,  with  whose  ready  and 
active  assistance  I  got  stowed  into  the  “  Royal  ” 
Mail  cart  the  whole  of  my  gear  and  gibbles,  and 
found  myself  fully  ready  for  the  road  a  good  five 
minutes  before  little  Roderick  had  finished  his 
morning  repast.  This  minute  to  spare  gave  me 
time  to  talk  over  with  Mr.  Wallace  several  impor¬ 
tant  matters  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of  his 
fisheries.  We  had  touched  on  the  “  ottering,”  the 
“  cleeking,”  the  “  driving  to  tho  nets,”  and  the 
clearing  of  the  burns’  channels  to  let  the  sea 


trout  up,  and,  in  connection  with  this  last  matter, 
were  beginning  to  discuss  the  possibilities  of  Loch 
Sandwood  and  the  Achriesgill  water,  when  with 
whip  in  hand,  his  mouth  well  filled,  and  his  jaws 
going  merrily,  little  Rory  hurriedly  made  his  exit 
from  the  hotel,  and  straightway  jumped  up  and 
took  his  seat  on  the  dickey  of  the  cart.  Seeing 
him  seated  a  moment,  “  Ready  to  start  now, 
Rory  ?”  I  called  out,  and  having  been  answered 
in  the  affirmative  with  “  Yes,  sir,  all  ready!”  I 
shook  hands  with  Mr.  Wallace,  bidding  him  “  good¬ 
bye,”  and  in  the  process  tipping  him  the  where¬ 
withal  to  let  his  gillies  have  a  bumper  morning  to 
make  them  cheery  for  the  day.  Having  before 
found  Rory  a  cracky  blade,  I  mounted  to  the  spare 
seat  on  the  dickey  beside  him,  and  bidding  him 
make  his  gearron  show  his  “  speedy  utmost,”  like 
Tam  O’Shanter’s  grey  mare,  Meg — a  request  to 
which  he  willingly  acceded  by  giving  a  flourish 
with  his  whip,  and  the  call,  “  Hup,  gee  up,  get 
on!”  to  which  the  gearron  promptly  responded — 
off  we  went  at  a  merry  pace  roupd  the  corner  and 
down  the  road  to  the  bridge  over  the  Inchard. 

As  we  rattled  down  the  brae  and  over  the  bridge 
I  kept  my  eye  fixed  on  the  water  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Inchard,  believing  that  likely,  as  the  tide 
was  “  making,”  I  should  see  a  fish  performing  a 
caracole,  preparatory  to  taking  his  rush  out  of  the 
“  briny,”  to  struggle  up  the  long  rapid  bouldery 
sweep  immediately  above.  In  this  I  was  not  dis¬ 
appointed  :  not  one,  but  two  fish  leaped,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  leap  of  the  last  one,  up  with  a  fine 
rush  came  a  big  fish,  showing  his  hack  fin  clear 
above  the  water,  which  was  almost  in  the  lowest 
state  it  can  be  in  when  salmon  of  a  good  size 
attempt  to  “  take  it.”  This  splutter  and  rush 
made  me  remark  :  “  They  have  wakened  very 

early  this  morning,  Rory,  and,  like  me,  have 
started  early  on  their  journey.  That  was  a  fine 
fellow,  wasn’t  it,  and  wouldn’t  you  just  think  it 
grand  business  to  stick  a  fork  into  him  ?”  Rory 
gave  a  comical  grin,  and  in  the  way  characteristic 
of  Highlanders  when  they  think  it  best  for 
themselves  not  to  give  a  straight-out  answer,  re¬ 
plied,  “  Ah,  put  what  would  ta  Duke  say,  an  he 
heard  of  it  ?  Wouldn’t  he  just  pe  ferry  angry  ?” 

A  lovely  morning  it  was  for  a  drive,  clear, 
caller,  cheering  ;  and  we  bowled  along— at  times 
forsooth  not  very  fast — chatting  merrily.  Our  un¬ 
even  and  circuitous  way  amid  rocky  and  heather- 
clad  knolls  and  past  lochs  and  tarns  dimpled 
with  the  rises  of  trout  having  terminated,  Loch 
Laxford — Loch  Laxford  the  lovely  and  romantic 
— was  reached,  along  the  north  eastern  shore  of 
which  we  sped,  inhaling  with  “  grateful  senses  ” 
the  delicious  breeze  from  the  ocean — the  odour  of 
dulce  and  other  sea-weed.  Soon  now  we  got  to 
Laxford  Bridge,  and  there  again — in  the  very 
water  where  ten  days  before  I  had  scored  so 
famously — fish  were  on  the  hop.  All  indifferent 
as  to  light  or  shade,  lots  of  sea  trout  (large  and 
small)  were  sporting  in  the  pool  below  the  fall 
upon  which  the  bridge  threw  its  black  shadow, 
and  lots  more  were  “up”  in  merry  frolic  in  the 
stream  and  flat  thin  water  down  below  whereon 
the  sun  shone  full  in  hi3  gladsome  young-day 
splendour.  How  eagerly  I  wished  to  be  at  them 
once  again  !  But  it  was  not  to  be.  Tonalt 
MacLeod  in  his  yellow  oilskins  was  sitting  whip 
in  hand  on  the  coach  from  Scourie  in  front  of  the 
coach-house  a  few  hundred  yards  along  im¬ 
patiently  awaiting  our  arrival. 

Tonalt  having  in  his  fastest  “coachers”  for 
this  part  of  the  journey  to  Overscaig,  we  pushed 
forward  at  a  rattling  pace,  along  the  Laxford, 
past  Ben  Stack,  Stack  Lodge,  Loch  Stack,  and 
soon  got  to  Achferry,  where  we  halted  to  give  me 
time  to  see  Mr.  Hossack  and  bid  him  good-bye. 
Here  a  fellow-passenger  left  the  coach — a  shepherd, 
I  was  told — who  straightway  “  bent  ’gainst  the 
steepy  hill  his  breast,”  and  spelling  up  the  heights 
with  an  activity  which  quite  astonished  me,  was 
iu  no  time  out  of  our  sight  on  his  way  over  the 
mountains  to  Inchnadamph  to  see  my  worthy 
friend,  good  old  John  Sutherland,  the  most  famous 
man  in  his  day  among  the  foxes,  badgers,  wild 
cats,  eagles,  doer  and  salmon  in  the  wilds  of 
Assynt. 

At  Loch  More  Lodge  I  hailed  from  the  coach 
Donald  MacLeod,  the  forester,  who  came  gallop¬ 
ing  down  from  his  cottage  to  tell  me  how  the  fish¬ 
ing  had  been  doing  since  I  left  for  the  “  wast.”  I 
had  only  time  for  a  very  few  words  with  him.  He 
had  got  one  splendid  evening,  he  told  me,  on  Loch 
Stack,  getting  on  with  tho  Green  Mantle  and  Red 


Wing  thumpers  of  sea  trout  at  almost  every  throw. 
“  Good,  Donald,  good;  that  must  have  pleased  you. 
Let  me  know  from  time  to  time  what  flies  are 
doing  best.  But  I  must  be  off,  Tonalt  is  getting 
impatient.  Remember  me  to  Adam  Macaulay  and 
Robert  Fraser.  I  did  not  see  them  as  I  came  along. 
I  saw  Mr.  Hossack,  and  with  his  characteristic 
hospitality  he  insisted  on  my  going  into  his  cottage 
and  having  something  to  fortify  me  for  the  rest  of 
my  journey — of  course,  teetotal,  you  know,  Donald, 
as,  like  Adam  Macaulay  and  Robert  Fraser,  he  is 
rigid  in  that  way,  worthy  friend  as  lie  is, 
notwithstanding,  of  yours  and  mine.  Good¬ 
bye,  Donald.  I  may  see  you  again.”  Away 
along  the  shores  of  Loch  More,  enjoying  the 
magnificent  scenery,  over  the  watershed,  where, 
in  the  dismal  night  I  came  to  Achferry,  hundreds 
of  deer  were  grazing  close  to  the  road,  past  Loch 
Merkland,  the  Merkland  river,  Loch  Griam,  the 
Garvie  river — on,  ou,  and  Overscaig  was  reached 
sharp  to  time  !  “  Duncan  Mackay,  boo’s  a’  wi’  ye, 

my  worthy  friend,  and  have  you  been  getting  any 
more  salmon  and  big  ferox  lately?  ”  was  the  salu¬ 
tation  with  which  I  greeted  my  worthy  friend, 
Duncan  Mackay,  the  genial,  portly  host  of  the 
“  Angler’s  Paradise,”  of  Overscaig.  Duncan  was  in 
rare  feather ;  anglers  from  all  quarters  had  been 
crowding  in  upon  him,  and  his  hotel  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  taxed  to  the  utmost.  “See  there,”  he  said, 
pointing  to  Loch  Shin,  “there’s  two  boats  down 
there,  there's  one  at  Fiag  and  one  on  Mid  Shin, 
there’s  one  on  Merkland,  and  one  on  Griam ; 
there’s  a  gentleman  fishing  the  Garvie,  and  a 
party  away  to  Loch  Gorm,  and  there’s  more 
people  coming  to-night,  and  that  will  give  you  an 
idea  of  the  stir  I’m  having.  I  must  say,  however, 
I’ve  been  rather  slack  for  a  fortnight  past.  How¬ 
ever,  that’s  nothing  ;  I’ve  aye  yet  got  a  drop  left  for 
a  friend  ;  so  come  away  in  and  see  my  guid  wife  ; 
you  haven’t  been  introduced  to  her  yet.  Come 
away,  you  must  be  thirsty,  for  you  look  birsleil  and 
frizzled  almost  beyond  ken  with  this  scorching 
sun.  Man,  this  terrible  heat  makes  me  pegh  and 
blow  and  swelter.  Come  away  in,  Mr.  Murdoch  !  ” 


IS  IT  TRUE  ABOUT  THIS 
“UNVERACITY”  OF  ANGLERS? 

By  H.  R.  Francis. 

It  is  startling,  and  by  no  means  satisfactory  to 
an  old  fly  fisher  strongly  imbued  with  the  esprit 
de  corps  which  ought  to  mark  the  brotherhood  of 
the  augle,  to  note  the  frequency  and  strength  of 
the  charges  of  mendacity  publicly  advanced 
against  anglers  as  a  body.  Exaggerations  of  tho 
weight  and  number  of  fish  captured  are  quoted 
and  dwelt  on  as  if  true  reports  were  not  ten  times 
commoner  than  false  one3.  A  cry  of  ridicule  is 
raised  when  some  curious  fishing  adventure  is  re¬ 
counted,  as  if  every  experienced  angler  had  not 
witnessed  a  score  of  odd  accidents  which  he  would 
a  priori  have  pronounced  most  improbable.  Nay, 
this  imputation  of  “enormous  lying”  finds  such 
ready  currency,  that  stories  are  continually  written 
for  our  sporting  press  of  which  the  whole  fun  lies 
in  inventing  some  monstrous  absurdity  and  print¬ 
ing  it  as  a  specimen  of  piscatory  fiction.  It  may, 
I  *think,  be  worth  while  to  inquire  what  solid 
ground  exists  for  the  sweeping  charge  of  “  un¬ 
veracity”  levelled  against  the  brethren  of  the 
angle,  and  to  what  causes  such  a  charge  is  trace¬ 
able. 

There  i.s  a  cynical  proverb  which  declares  that 
“  there  is  no  smoke  without  fire.”  As  applied  to 
imputations  on  individuals,  the  acceptance  of  this 
adage  would  be  a  charter  for  libel ;  but  in  the  case 
of  large  classes,  fairly  open  to  observation  aud 
criticism,  we  cannot  deny  it  some  weight,  and  the 
question  is,  how  much  fire  accounts  for  the  smoke 
in  a  particular  instance  ?  or,  dropping  metaphor, 
how  far  is  the  class  imputation  warranted  ? 
Arguing  first  from  what  Paley  calls  “  the  nature 
of  the  case,”  we  may  fairly  assume  that  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  mere  sport  most  men  feel  themselves  less 
bound  to  strict  veracity  than  on  those  of  important 
fact  or  serious  business.  They  are  under  no  legal 
or  professional  obligation  to  accuracy,  and  without 
any  “intent  to  deceive,”  often  make  loose  and 
exaggerated  statements.  But  I  cannot  admit  that 
Piscator  is  a  greater  sinner  in  this  way  than 
Venator  or  Auceps.  Members  of  the  same  hunt, 
meeting  after  a  good  run,  will  exchange  their 
narratives  with  perfect  truthfulness,  but  he  would 
be  a  bold  min  who  would  vouch  for  the  account  of 
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a  “  fast  thing  ”  in  the  shires  given  in  some  remote 
county  by  a  chance  sharer  in  the  honours  of  the 
field.  As  for  shooting,  sportsmen  who  are  either 
self-conceited  or  pretentious  may,  and  constantly 
do,  swell  their  nominal  bag  by  claiming  to  have 
killed  birds  which  they  certainly  fired  at,  but  as 
certainly  missed. 

Mr.  Richard  Penn— a  good  shot  as  well  as  a 
skilful  fly-fisher,  “  in  the  merry  days  when  I  was 
young  ” — tells  of  a  day’s  partridge  shooting  with 
two  friends,  at  the  close  of  which  they  respectively 
claimed  to  have  killed  thirty- one  and  thirty-three 
brace.  Mr.  Penn  waited  for  the  numbering  of  the 
slain — sixty-three  brace  all  told — and  then  quietly 
remarked  that  his  own  share  in  the  bag  seemed 
to  have  amounted  to  the  missing  brace.  I  have 
myself  witnessed  cases  when  the  claims  were 
hardly  less  exaggerated.  Then  as  to  distances. 
Shade  of  General  Longbow !  what  a  hyperbolical 
fiend  seems  to  possess  the  men  who  glory  in  their 
“long  shots”!  Comparing  their  estimate  by 
guess  with  the  actual  results  as  given  by  measure¬ 
ment,  which  I  have  often  done,  my  conclusion  has 
been  that  eighty  yards  for  sixty,  and  sixty  for 
forty-five,  are  but  moderate  expansions  of  the 
fact.  “Judging  distances  ”  is  a  special  accomplish¬ 
ment,  and  the  shooter,  especially  if  a  novice,  and 
therefore  “on  his  trial,”  gives  himself  the  full 
benefit  of  the  doubt  he  may  fairly  entertain  !  I 
do  not  believe  that  anglers  are  less  veracious  than 
other  sportsmen,  and  I  have  found  the  more  skil¬ 
ful  of  the  brotherhood  trustworthy  even  to  the 
minutest  particular.  Stid  we  must  admit  that  a 
good  many  fibs,  and  not  a  few  downright  lies, 
a!re  told  as  to  success  in  fishing.  Your  professed 
angler  of  the  Winkle  type  is  a  grievous  offender, 
though  mostly  in  the  way  of  vague  generalities. 
I  remember  once  being  asked  to  escort  a  foreign 
nobleman  who  wished  for  a  day’s  pike  fishing  on 
the  Thames.  He  was  a  very  agreeable  companion, 
though  he  seemed  to  “  protest  too  much  ”  as  to 
the  Ions  brockets  he  had  slaughtered,  and  I  gladly 
made  all  the  arrangements  for  giving  him  a  fair 
chance.  It  was  rather  early  in  the  season,  and  I 
soon  found  out  that  his  best  hope  lay  in  working 
the  dead  gorge — rather  weary  work,  but  requiring 
more  patience  than  skill  if  the  water  were  well 
chosen  and  fished  pretty  closely.  My  task  was 
at  first  a  hard  one,  for  Baron  de  P.’s  modus 
operandi  was  very  ineffective,  but  after  a  good 
deal  of  coaching  and  actual  manual  guidance,  I 
had  at  length  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  he 
had  a  tun.  His  agitation  was  extreme ;  but  I 
persuaded  him  to  give  his  fish  time  to  pouch,  and 
in  due  time  he  was  fast.  My  sporting  friend’s 
excitement  now  became  ludicrous  ;  the  pulling  of 
the  fish  was  evidently  a  novel  sensation  to  him. 
His  first  exclamation  was,  “  Mais,  que  faut-il 
done  faire  ?  ”  We  were  on  the  edge  of  the  strong 
bed  of  weeds  opposite  Bisham  Abbey,  so  I  urged 
him  to  hold  his  rod  up,  keep  a  tight  hand,  and 
reel  in  when  he  could.  This  made  the  jack  show 
fight,  whereat  the  Baron  ejaculated  (much  in  the 
style  of  Dominie  Sampson’s  “  Prodigious  ”), 
“Mais — mais  il  tire!  mais  e’est  incroyable !  ” 
However,  the  fish,  which  weighed  but  4lb.,  was  at 
length  landed,  and  I  easily  induced  his  captor, 
who  was  in  his  glory  with  an  entirely  new  experi¬ 
ence,  to  land  with  me  at  the  Abbey,  where  it  was 
just  luncheon  time.  The  way  in  which  he  fought 
that  battle  over  again  was  a  caution,  and  had  we 
not  both  been  pretty  well  known,  I  must  have 
passed  for  the  novice,  and  he  for  the  master  of  the 
craft  who  had  been  giving  me  a  lesson. 

Worse  than  the  Winkle  style,  because  more 
definitely  mendacious,  is  that  of  a  class  of  men 
who  do  catch  fish  occasionally,  but  wish  to  pass 
for  being  generally  successful.  The  worst  speci¬ 
men  of  this  class  that  I  ever  met  with  was  one 
Captain  P.  (so  at  least  he  called  himself,  though 
I  believe  it  was  as  a  non-commissioned  officer 
that  he  had  gained  some  distinction),  who  was 
lodging  at  a  farmhouse  near  Bettws-y-Coed,  when 
I  was  at  the  Cross  Keys  with  my  tutor  in  1832.  I 
disliked  the  man,  who  was  bumptious  and  ill- 
bred,  but  did  my  best  to  keep  on  civil  terms  with 
a  soldier  who  had  really  seen  some  fighting.  I 
even  listened  to  his  tales  of  captured  trout, 
though,  strangely  enough,  often  as  I  met  him  with 
his  rod,  I  never  saw  any  of  the  contents  of  his 
basket.  But  a  London  barrister,  Mr.  K ,  who 
lodged  at  the  Cross  Keys  with  us,  and  often 
shared  our  mess,  was  less  complaisant.  He  was 
a  thorough  fly-fisher,  and  being  himself  strictly 
accurate  in  all  details  of  sport,  conceived  a 


vehement  aversion  for  the  boastful  captain.  He 
styled  P.  “  Captain  Braggadocio  ” ;  came  more  than 
once  to  high  words  with  him,  and  on  one  occasion 
replied  to  a  threat  of  violence  by  levelling  the 
spike  of  his  fishing-rod  at  his  enemy’s  paunch. 
One  morning  K.  and  I  were  strolling  down  to  the 
river,  when  we  met  the  captain  returning,  rod  in 
hand,  from  a  ford  I  knew  well.  K.  would  have 
gone  on,  but  I  thought  it  civil  to  inquire  after  P.’s 
sport,  not,  I  confess,  without  some  hope  of  amuse¬ 
ment  from  his  answer.  He  replied,  as  I  hoped, 
with  a  tale  of  impossible  dozens ;  but  capped  it  by 
stating  that  in  returning  over  the  stepping-stones 
his  foot  had  slipped,  his  creel  gone  over  his  head, 
and  all  his  trout  had  floated  down  the  Conwy. 
Ere  he  was  well  out  of  hearing,  K.  burst  out  with, 
“  The  lying  old  scoundrel !  He  hasn’t  wet  his 
foot,  and  hasn’t  killed  a  trout  to-day !  ” 

I  must  venture  a  digression  here  to  relate  the 
sequel,  though  I  fear  the  quaintness  of  it  will 
evaporate  in  the  telling.  That  night  I  was  sitting 
up  late  over  some  mathematics,  when  K.,  who  had 
been  dining  out,  burst  in  with,  “  Whom  do  you 
think  I’ve  just  been  seeing  home,  with  Jack  Jones 
to  help  me  ? — why,  that  lying  old  Captain 
Braggadocio  !  He  had  fallen  drunk  from  his 
pony,  and  I  found  him  lying  senseless  on  a  heap 
of  stones,  with  seven  contused  wounds  on  his 
head!  I  couldn’t  leave  him  there,  could  I ? ”  I 
assured  him  that  I  admired  his  active  charity, 
and  when,  after  breakfast  next  morning,  he  spoke 
of  calling  to  inquire  after  the  battered  warrior,  I 
praised  his  purpose  with  all  my  heart.  But  he 
returned  within  an  hour,  boiling  over  with  wrath. 
“  Well,  sir,”  he  said,  “  I  went  in  to  see  the  old 
scoundrel,  whom  I  left  last  night  at  M.’s  farm 
dead  drunk,  with  seven  contused  wounds  on  his 
head  !  And  what  do  you  think  I  saw,  sir,  when  I 
entered  his  room  ?  Why,  he  was  sitting  up  in 
bed,  with  his  head  wrapped  in  a  wet  towel,  drink¬ 
ing  gin  and  water  out  of  a  slop-basin  !  ”  I  shall 
never  forget  the  solemn  indignation  of  K.’s  tone 
in  speaking  of  the  “  seven  contused  wounds.” 
Had  the  seven  deadly  sins  been  in  question  he 
could  hardly  have  used  a  graver  emphasis.  I 
believe  he  felt  himself  personally  wronged  by  the 
mendacity  of  a  brother  angler,  and  agreed  by 
anticipation  with  the  hero  of  the  “  Morte  Arthur  ” — 
‘‘This  is  a  shameful  thing,  for  men  to  lie !  ” 

(To  be  continued. ) 


FISH  STORIES. 


The  Dog-fish. 

Most  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
have  read  the  story  that  Charles  Darwin  gives  in 
his  work  on  “  The  Origin  of  Species,”  showing 
how  the  natural  habits  of  fish  may  be  modified 
by  changed  circumstances. 

A  gentleman  had  a  large  stone  tank,  which  was 
divided  into  portions  by  a  glass  partition  down 
the  middle.  Into  one  compartment  he  put  some 
minnows,  and  into  the  other  a  pike.  At  first  the 
pike  was  continually  bruising  his  snout  against 
the  glass  plate  in  his  fruitless  endeavours  to  go 
for  the  minnows,  but  it  gradually  dawned  upon 
him  that  it  was  no  use  trying,  and  finally  he  gave 
it  up.  The  glass  plate  was  after  a  time  removed, 
but  although  there  was  now  no  obstacle  in  the 
way,  his  pikeship  did  not  attempt  to  molest  the 
minnows,  having  apparently  decided  that  they 
were  indigestible. 

The  following  story  is  another  instance  of  the 
changes  which  may  come  over  the  habits  of  fish 
in  sympathy  with  an  alteration  of  environment : — 

A  friend  of  mind  was  some  time  ago  fishing  in  a 
water  noted  for  its  perch,  when  he  hooked  a  very 
fine  one.  and  in  due  course  landed  it.  He  took  it 
home  alive,  and  put  it  in  a  tub  of  water. 

Being  of  a  scientific  turn  of  mind,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  to  carry  out  a  little  idea  of  his.  He 
gradually  emptied  the  tub  and  accustomed  the 
fish  to  the  limited  supply  of  water,  until  when 
at  last  the  tub  was  empty,  the  perch  lived  quite 
without  any  water  at  all. 

“  Fido,”  as  he  called  his  pet,  grew  quite  at¬ 
tached  to  his  master,  and  used  to  follow  him 
about  like  a  dog.  He  would  chivy  cats  in  a  way 
that  was  remarkable,  and  he  even  learned  to 
stand  on  his  tail  and  beg  for  worms.  One  day, 
however,  as  they  were  going  over  a  footbridge, 
“  Fido  ”  fell  through  a  hole  into  the  water  be¬ 
neath.  My  friend  hastened  to  the  water’s  edge 


in  fear  and  trembling,  only  to  find  his  worst  fears 
realised.  There  was  his  quondam  pet  floating 
down  the  stream,  keel  uppermost.  The  poor 
thing  was  drowned. 

He  (my  friend)  afterwards  came  to  me  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  and  the  “  evolutionised  dog¬ 
fish  ”  in  his  hands,  and  with  smothered  sobs  told 
me  he  would  never  try  the  experiment  again. 
The  sad  death  of  “  Fido  ”  had  quite  upset  him. 

W.  H.  B. 

A  Remarkable  Fly. 

I  once  fished  a  bit  of  water  well-stocked  with 
pike — in  fact,  the  pond  was  full  of  them— and  I 
did  not  get  a  run.  As  I  was  about  to  pack  up, 
having  got  impatient  over  my  ill  luck,  a  man  in 
the  dress  of  a  farm  labourer  sauntered  up. 

“  Have  ye  had  any  sport,  master?  ”  he  asked. 

“  Not  a  run.” 

“I  doan’twunner  at  it  a  bit;  an’  I  reckons  as 
ye  wunt  hev,  if  ye  fishes  for  ’em  in  the  fashion  ye 
hev’  bin.” 

“  Look  at  the  live  baits.  Is  there  anything  tho 
matter  ?  ” 

He  looked  at  them ;  then  said,  “  They  there 
gudgeons  is  the  biggest  an’  most  prankt’uns  as 
I’ve  sin  for  many  a  day.  They  never  cummed 
out  o’  any  water  round  about  here,  I  kuow3. 
They  be  too  big  fur  these  ’ere  parts.  Nuthin’ 
wunt  ketch  them  ’ere  jacks  but  a  caaf-tailed  fly  ?  ” 

“  A  calf-tailed  fly  ?  ” 

“  Yes,  I  mean  what  I  sez.  Did  ye  never  see  one 
o’  that  ’ere  sort  ?  ” 

I  assured  him  I  had  never  come  across  that  rare 
insect. 

“  A  fly  of  that  ’ere  sort  could  soon  be  got, 
werry  soon ;  and  ye  can  catch  as  many  jack  with 
it  as  ever  ye  likes.” 

“And  where  did  you  make  acquaintance  with 
that  remarkable  fly,  my  friend  ?  ” 

“  In  the  Crimear,  when  I  was  a  sojerin’. 
There’s  lots  o’  fish  out  in  them  parts.  I  bin 
wounded ;  I  ain’t  fit  for  much  now,  an  I  ain’t 
got  no  pension.  So  I  bide3  about  like,  best  way 
I  ken  ;  does  odd  jobs  like  if  they  ain’t  too  heavy.’’ 

“What  would  be  the  price  of  one  of  those  raro 
insects  ?  ” 

“  Half-a-crownd,  an’  ye  ken  have  it  in  a  couple 
o’  days’  time.”  . 

I  gave  him  the  order  and  marched  off  home, 
rather  out  of  temper  at  my  want  of  success. 

At  the  time  appointed  I  went  to  meet  my  ento¬ 
mological  rustic,  and  he  produced  the  fly  from  his 
pocket.  There  was  not  the  least  pretence  about 
it,  for  it  was  literally  the  tuft  of  hair  off  the  end 
of  a  calf’s  tail,  with  two  large  green  glass  beads 
fixed  as  eyes,  one  on  each  side.  One  glance  at 
the  way  the  hook  flight  was  arranged  told  me 
he  was  a  true  brother  of  the  gentle  craft.  To  my 
astonishment  he  declined  the  proffered  half-crowi  , 
saying — “  Doan’t  ye  niver  buy  a  pig  in  a  poke, 
’taint  healthy.  Arter  ye’ve  tried  ’un  ye  ken  pay 
’un  ;  I  shan’t  be  fur  off.  I  ain’t  got  no  leave  ter 
fish,  so  I’ll  jest  clear  out.  Them  there  jacks  lays 
’twixt  the  runs  in  the  weeds.  Let  ’em  hev  it.” 

That  rare  fly  was  thrown  into  one  of  the  runs, 
and  gently  drawn  on  the  surface  towards  us. 
Splash  !  and  jack  number  one  was  fixed  and  soon 
landed.  Four  times  this  process  was  repeated, 
with  the  result  that  four  nice-sized  fish  were 
landed,  more  than  enough  to  satisfy  one  who 
never  cared  for  fish  diet.  On  leaving  the  pond 
I  was  met  by  our  rustic  fly-maker.  I  smiled 
at  him. 

“  ’Tis  all  right,  I  knows,  master.  That  ’ere  fly 
have  jest  done  the  trick  clean.” 

When  he  received  his  half-crown  and  a  little 
over,  he  said,  in  the  fulness  of  his  heart,  “  When 
that  ’ere  fly  gets  the  wuss  fur  wear,  I’ll  jest  mek 
ye  anuther  fur  nothin’,  dang  my  brass  buttons  ef 
ah  doan’t !  ” 

I  never  had  occasion  to  profit  by  this  generous 
offer,  for  the  fly  was,  by  reason  of  the  material  of 
which  it  consisted,  almost  indestructible.  I  some¬ 
times  see  that  clever  rustic,  and  always  greet  him, 
having  a  respect  for  men  of  genius,  amongst 
whom  the  making  of  that  fetish-looking  insect,  the 
“  caaf-tailed  fly,”  fairly  places  him. — From 
Woodland ,  Moor  and  Stream. 

V  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as 
possible. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  ami  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only. — East  London  Rubber 
Co  ,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 
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The  Connemara  Fishing  Club  directors,  having 
many  members,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  capital 
secured,  have  allotted  shares,  appointed  officers, 
started  work,  and  taken  some  good  private  fishing 
— river  and  lake.  The  remaining  shares  will  be 
allotted  as  applied  for. 


Mr.'Alexander  Nicol,  of  the  Breadalbane  Arms 
Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  is  advertising  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  on  a  five-milo  stretch  of  the  river  Tay. 
Mr.  Nicol  had  rather  a  remarkable  experience 
lately.  He  landed  in  succession  seventeen  fish — 
all  kelts  ;  but  to  reward  him  for  his  perseverance, 
up  at  last,  to  its  doom,  came  a  perfect  beauty  of  a 
seventeen-pounder.  This  beats  the  legend  of 
“  Bruce  and  the  Spider.” 


Considering  their  present  day  reputation,  the 
Scotch  salmon  waters  on  which  the  best  early 
salmon  angling  has  been  obtained  this  season  are 
Dee.  Helmsdale,  Brora,  Garry  and  Loch  Oicb,  and 
Tay  and  Loch  Tay.  It  is  four  or  five  years  since 
such  a  good  fishing— up  to  this  time  of  the  year — 
has  been  got  on  any  one  of  the  three  first-named 
rivers. 


Mr.  George  Sim,  A.L.S.,  naturalist,  King- 
street,  Aberdeen,  has  received  from  Caithness  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  the  wild  cat,  which  was 
trapped  the  other  week  in  the  vicinity  of  John  o’ 
Groats.  It  has  now  been  set  up ;  and  Mr.  Sim, 
who  is  an  expert,  informs  us  that  its  markings  are 
distinct  and  perfect  in  every  way. 


We  hear  from  Birnam  that  the  Tay  is  in 
capital  ply.  Mr.  Bruce,  London,  had  a  71b.  fish 
on  the  hotel  water  on  Thursday. 


Yet  another  snow  storm  in  Scotland !  When 
will  the  weather  settle  ?  It  is  keeping  back  the 
early  trouting  and  “playing  up”  with  the  salmon 
angling.  Over  most  of  the  country  it  was  very 
stormy  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last.  In  some 
districts  the  fall  of  snow  was  heavy.  In  and 
around  Aberdeen,  for  example,  no  less  than  eight 
inches  fell  in  three  hours  on  Monday  morning. 
From  most  Highland  rivers  come  reports  that 
conditions  are  far  from  favourable  for  sport  with 
salmon.  Mr.  Wallace,  of  the  Spa  Hotel,  Strath- 
peffer,  wrote  : — “  We  are  having  capital  sport  at 
present ;  ”  but  later  on  he  wired,  “  Four  salmon, 
two  rods  ;  weather  unfavourable,  but  plenty  fish 
in  river  now.” 


We  learn  that  the  finnock  angling  over  the 
miles  of  tideway  of  the  river  Ythan,  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  has  not  been  so  poor  up  to  this  date  in 
spring  for  many  years. 


On  Friday  a  roe  of  remarkable  dimensions 
was  landed  at  Fraserburgh,  Aberdeenshire,  last 
week  by  a  trawler.  The  roe  was  taken  from  the 
angler  or  monk  fish  ;  and  on  being  measured  by 
Mr.  Melville,  fishery  officer,  was  found  to  be  no 
less  than  91ft.  in  length,  being  probably  the  largest 
ever  recorded.  It  was  about  one-tenth  of  an  inch 
in  thickness,  and  weighed  over  251b.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  it  Avas  a  little  decomposed  before  being 
taken  out  of  the  fish,  otherwise  it  would  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Scientific  Department  of  the 
Fishery  Board,  Edinburgh. 
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The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Hatchery. — Almost  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  there  is 
a  nice  little  (not  so  little  after  all)  salmon 
hatchery,  in  which  from  25,000  to  30,000  young 
salmon  are  artificially  hatched  annually,  and 
from  which  both  the  Dee  and  Don  are  yearly 
recruited,  to  this  extent  the  fry  being  apportioned 
between  them.  The  hatchery  is  under  the 
charge  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Walker,  managers 
to  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners, who  have 


extensive  sea  fishings.  In  December  last  the 
Sauch  Pot  on  the  Don  was  netied,  and  several 
ripe  fish  obtained,  which  were  stripped  in  the 
usual  way.  But  the  appearance  of  the  eggs  is 
not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  on  some  former 
occasions,  a  large  percentage  turning  white  on  the 
outside  edges,  the  evidence  of  unfertiles  at  least  ; 
and  Mr.  Walker  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this 
unsatisfactory  state  of  matters.  The  hatchery 
is  fed  by  Dee  water — the  ordinary  town’s  supply. 
Last  year  when  the  usual  consignment  of  fry  was 
placed  in  the  river,  a  large  eel  made  its  way  from 
the  adjoining  bank,  settled  down  in  the  very 
midst  of  them  and  commenced  to  gobble  them  up. 
After  it  had  been  killed  it  was  found  to  have 
devoured  over  fifty  fry  in  the  space  of  a  few 
minutes. 


Green  plovers  did  lay  a  few  eggs  here  (Hal¬ 
kirk),  but  the  stormy  weather  has  put  a  stop  to 
them.  By  the  way  these  birds  are  called  “  shoc- 
liads  ”  in  Caithness,  but  I  never  learned  how 
they  came  to  be  called  by  that  name.  There 
are  signs  of  a  large  stock  of  them  this  year,  so 
there  will  be  plenty  of  their  eggs. — A.  H. 


Caoutchouc,  or  Indian  Rubber. — Amongst 
the  numerous  applications  of  this  substance  to 
which  it  is  now  employed,  through  the  investiga¬ 
tion  and  perseverance  of  Mr.  Hancock,  those  in 
aid  of  piscation,  we  believe,  will  not  be  found  the 
least.  We  need  not  revert  to  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  caoutchouc  waterproof  goloshes 
and  fishing  boots, apprehending  those  to  be  already 
well  known  ;  but  we  have  just  heard  of  a  gimp’d 
Indian  rubber  cord,  which  may  be  probably 
turned  to  account  by  the  fisherman.  The  very 
peculiar  cohesive  property  that  caoutchouc  pos¬ 
sesses,  nearly  under  all  circumstances,  renders  it 
unfit  for  fishing  lines  when  formed  into  cords  of 
itself,  or  rather  uncovered  to  prevent  its  cohesion. 
How  far  caoutchouc  in  a  softened  state,  or  solu¬ 
tion,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hancock,  and 
sold  at  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Co.’s  warehouse, 
Agar-street,  West  Strand,  will  succeed  in  render¬ 
ing  waterproof  some  sort  of  fishing  lines,  we  have 
not  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  putting  to  the  test ; 
but  we  have  litle  (if  any)  doubt  that  it  will  com¬ 
pletely  answer  that  purpose.  We  can  also  ven¬ 
ture  to  prognosticate  that  on  very  many  occasions, 
such  as  joining  the  various  piscatory  tackle,  this 
solution  will  be  found  extremely  useful  and  valu¬ 
able.  We  have  made  inquiry,  and  find  that  the 
solution  in  question  speedily  sets,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  regains  its  original  properties  of  elas¬ 
ticity,  toughness,  and  imperviousness  to  water  and 
damp.  Caoutchouc  can  also  be  procured  at  the 
same  place  in  thin  sheets,  which  may  be  usefully 
employed  on  many  aquatic  occasions. — Sporting 
Magazine,  Dec.,  1833. 


A  Fight  with  Two  Wye  Salmon. — Extract 
from  a  letter  to  one  of  our  subscribers  from  his 
brother  at  Ross “  Now  I  will  attempt  to  describe 
a  scene  in  which  I  took  a  small  part,  but  was 
chiefly  interested  as  a  witness.  I  do  not  think  I 
exaggerate  when  I  say  you  would  have  given  a 
sovereign  to  have  witnessed,  a  year  of  your  life  to 
have  taken  chief  part  in,  the  drama — or  tragedy ! 
Scene:  The  Wye,  at  weir  end.  Time:  Last  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon,  4.30  to  6.30.  Dramatis  persona; : 
De  La  Hay,  H.  M.  P.,  and  another,  who  acted 
‘crowd.’  Properties:  A  salmon  rod,  &c.,  &c , 
wielded  by  De  La  Hay.  Now  conjure  up  the  weir 
end  stream — the  top  of  it  by  the  bend  just  before 
the  stream  proper  breaks.  By  arrangement  I 
strolled  down  here  on  Saturday  afternoon,  to 

meet  D - ,  who  had  risen  a  fish  the  day  before, 

but  had  failed  to  hook  him.  The  afternoon  was 
gray,  cold,  and  slightly  showery ;  and  so  when 

D - appeared,  about  half  an  hour  later  than  I 

expected,  I  was  quite  prepared  for  his  remark: 
‘  I  was  detained  in  town,  and  am  half  afraid  ’tis 
too  late  to  do  any  good.  But  here  I  am,  and  will 
have  half-an-hour  anyway.’  With  which  re¬ 
marks  he  put  up  his  rod,  and  after  a  few  prelimi¬ 
nary  casts  to  stretch  his  line,  got  out  a  good  long 
length  and  made  a  cast.  One  !  two  !  three  !  and 
up  comes  Mr.  Salmon,  but  came  a  bit  short  and 
missed.  Try  again.  Splash !  No  mistake  this 
time,  he’s  got  more  than  he  bargained  for,  and 
cuts  down  stream  some  20yds.  Here  there  is  a 
deep  hole,  which  he  will  not  leave  if  he  can  help 
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it,  but  the  pressure  put  upon  him  makes  him 
think  a  bit  better  of  it.  So  off  he  goes,  right 
across  stream .  and  then  we  got  a  look  at  him— a 
nice  fish,  and  y  his  actions  probably  a  clean  one. 
The  shallower  water  does  not  suit  him,  so  back  he 
comes  ;  and  after  a  bit  of  careful  work  to  regulate 
his  efforts  he  is  back  in  the  hole,  and  very  sulky — 
won’t  move  ;  so  we  have  to  help  him  from  behind 
— i.e.,  throw  stones  in  and  startle  him.  He  goes 
off  at  last  like  a  rocket,  and,  mirabile!  frightens  a 
relative  till  he  jumps  clean  out  of  the  water,  and 
displays  grand  proportions— 201b.  at  least,  say 
we.  ‘If  I  can  just  get  this  one  out,  we’ll  have 

a  try  for  the  other,’  says  D - .  It  occurred  to  me 

now  that  ’twas  a  pity  I  had  not  noticed  the  time 
when  the  fish  was  hooked  ;  estimated  twenty 
minutes,  and  think  that  was  not  far  out.  For 
just  twenty  minutes  more  the  struggle  goes  on, 
and  then  he  turns  it  up,  and  is  slowly  but  surely 
drawn  on  to  the  gravel ;  and  handing  me  the  rod 

with  a  few  hints  as  to  management,  D - goes 

down  to  him,  and  with  a  dexterous  heft  at  his  tail 
we  have  him  on  dryland.  A  perfect  picture! 
Clean,  bright,  fat,  and  well  liking ;  estimated 
weight,  101b.  to  121b. ;  actual  weight  on  the  scales, 
141b.  I  can  vouch  for  his  quality,  for  De  La  Hay 
with  his  usual  good  nature  cut  him  in  two,  and 
gave  him  half,  and  half  to  me  and  the  other  wit¬ 
ness  of  his  capture.  Till  now  I  had  never  seen  a 
salmon  caught  with  rod  and  line,  and  it  was  quite 
a  treat.  The  skill,  patience,  and  judgment  used 
in  playing  him  were  admirable.  But  I  was  to  see 
even  this  bettered  before  we  left  the  river.  A  few 
minutes  spent  in  admiring  our  prey  and  in  resting 
the  victor’s  arms,  and  then  to  it  again.  About 
the  third  cast  fetched  our  friend,  though  he  came 
a  bit  short,  and  was  not  hooked  until  the  third  or 
even  fourth  rise.  There  he  was  !  And  much  he 
seemed  to  resent  the  liberty  taken  with  him. 
The  check  winch  screamed  a  good  one,  as  my  lord 
went  off  some  thirty  yards  like  greased  lightning. 
Throwing  himself  clean  out  of  the  water,  we  saw 
him.  ‘  I  believe  I  never  hooked  a  bigger,’  said 

D - .  1 1  hope  I  may  save  him,  but  have  grave 

doubts,  for  I  have  only  single  gut  at  the  end  of 
my  cast.’  There’s  no  sulking  with  this  one. 
He  fights,  and  fights  hard,  for  every  inch  of  water, 
and  getting  into  the  rapids,  is  yards  away  (but 
always  at  the  point  of  the  rod)  before  one  can  say 
‘he’s  off.’  Working  down  stream,  across  stream 
and  back  again,  bolting,  holding  on  like  steam  in 
the  middle  of  the  stream,  fighting,  rolling,  splash¬ 
ing,  he  keeps  on.  Says  D - ,  ‘I  wish  Johnny 

Wall  was  here  to  take  the  rod  for  a  bit,  my  arms 
are  nearly  falling  off.’  I  do  not  volunteer ;  the 
contract  is  too  big  a  one  for  me.  By  this  time  we 
are  two  hundred  yards  from  the  place  we  first 
struck  him,  and  have  got  to  the  end  of  the  stream 
and  onto  a  deep, still  piece  of  water ;  and  he  gets 
across  to  the  opposite  shore.  ‘Tuck  up  my 

trousers,’  says  D - .  I  tuck  them  up  for  him, 

and  he  wades  in — boots,  socks  and  all — over  his 
knees.  And  would  have  gone  in  up  to  his  neck, 
had  it  been  necessary,  as  he  said  afterwards. 
Luckily  our  friend  has  had  nearly  enough  of  it  by 
this  time,  and  is  persuaded  to  come  our^  side 
again,  enabling  D - to  take  to  the  bank.  Know¬ 

ing,  as  he  does,  every  yard  of  the  river,  he  guides 
Mr.  Fish  carefully  down  the  deep  for  some  fifty 
yards,  and  then  we  got  to  another  gravel  bed  and 
a  gently  shelving  bank.  It  is  only  a  question  of 
minutes  now ;  fish  and  fisherman  are  both  played 
out — especially  the  former.  Gently  does  it ! 
Slowly,  surely  hfe  is  brought  to  shore  ;  then  I  take 
the  rod  again,  and  keeping  the  line  taut,  hold 
him  till  De  La  Hay  goes  down  and  helps  him 
out  by  the  tail.  Hurrah!  There  is  quite  a 
small  crowd  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  they  cheer 
the  victor,  and  well  he  deserves  it.  Anything 
more  careful,  patient,  persevering,  and  judicious 
than  the  way  he  manipulated  his  fish  I  never 

saw.  D -  is  so  completely  tired  out,  and  his 

hands  shake  so  he  cannot  take  the  hook  out  of 
the  mouth,  and  we  have  to  do  it  for  him.  W  hat 
a  picture  the  fish  is  too — clean,  bright  and  fat ; 
and  when  taken  home  and  weighed,  he  pulls  the 
scales  down  at  22|lb.  Now  what  do  you  think  of 
it  ?  I  timed  the  struggle— fifty-four  minutes  from 
start  to  finish,  and  about  four  hundred  yards  of 
water.  That  we  should  have  two  fish — both  clean 
—and  save  them  both  in  just  two  hours’  fishing 

is  a  record.  D - said  he  never  did  so  before, 

and  reckons  that  I  brought  him  luck.  When  I 
have  mastered  a  trout  rod,  and  can  find  time,  / 
am  going  to  catch  salmon." — H.  B.  P. 
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LEEDS  AND  DISTRICT 
AMALGAMATED  SOCIETY  OF 
ANGLERS. 

By  Edgar  S.  Siirubsole. 

On  December  21,  1889,  a  meeting  of  Leeds 
anglers  was  called  at  the  Royal  Exchango  Res¬ 
taurant  to  consider  the  advisability  of  the  amal¬ 
gamation  of  the  clubs  aud  anglers  in  the  district. 
Messrs.  T.  Harrison,  F.  E.  Whitham,  W.  G.  Roys- 
ton,  E.  Moore,  T.  Hunter,  S.  Wilsdon,  and  other 
gentlemen  bad  plainly  seen  for  some  time  back 
that  if  any  permanent  benefit  was  to  be  gained  by 
the  anglers  in  the  locality,  united  action  was  neces¬ 
sary.  Many  important  questions  were  ripe  for 
discussion,  and  although  the  clubs  and  individual 
anglers  were  doing  their  best,  amalgamation 
was  considered  necessary  before  success  could  be 
achieved. 

It  is  wonderful  what  enthusiasm  can  do.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the  promoters 
pointed  the  way  to  “  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey”  in  such  forcible  and  convincing  language 
that  the  assembled  anglers  were  taken  by  storm, 
and  there  and  then  decided  to  follow  these  san¬ 
guine  leaders  to  a  glorious  victory  or  an 
equally  honourable  defeat.  Let  us  hope 
plenty  of  milk  and  honey  will  be  forth¬ 
coming — I  believe  it  will.  The  motto  of 
the  leaders  is  “  Come  on,”  not  “  Go  on  1” 

They  are  indefatigable,  enthusiastic,  and 
thoroughly  practical  in  their  advice  and 
action  ;  there  was  undoubtedly  a  great 
need  for  such  an  association  in  Leeds, 
and  the  general  body  of  members  assist 
with  hearty  goodwill.  Surely  success  will 
crown  their  efforts. 

During  the  past  year  they  have  been 
“  putting  their  house  in  order,”  arranging 
details,  and  preparing  themselves  for  the 
work  which  they  purpose  doing — work 
that  can  and  should  be  done — but  which 
will  require  united  and  earnest  efforts  on 
their  parts  before  “  something  attempted, 
something  done,”  will  entitle  them  to  a 
well-earned  repose. 

I  would  strongly  advise  the  executive 
to  carefully  guard  against  any  jealous, 
selfish,  or  independent  action  ;  and  to  the 
general  body  of  members  I  would  say, 

*•  Avoid  personalities,  and  work  for  tbe 
general  good.”  I  have  known  jealousy 
and  its  attendant  evils  to  cause  the  cessa¬ 
tion  of  many  a  good  work  ;  remember, 

”  Tis  the  little  rift  within  the  lute 
That  by-and-by  will  make  the  music  mute.” 

Mr.  T.  Harrison  (Holbeck  Angling 
Society  )  is  the  president  ;  Mr.  E.  Mooro 
(Royal  Exchange  Angling  Society),  vice- 
president  ;  Mr.  S.  Wilsdon  (Burley  Angling 
Society),  treasurer ;  and  Messrs.  F.  E. 
Whitham  (Royal  Exchange  Angling  So¬ 
ciety)  and  T.  Hunter  (Golden  Fleeco 
Angling  Society)  are  the  secretaries.  The 
objects  of  the  association  are — the  pre¬ 
servation  of  fish  ;  the  protection  of  small 
and  spawning  fish ;  establishment  of  hatch¬ 
ing  stations ;  the  securing  of  private  waters 
for  the  use  of  the  members ;  prevention  of  poaching 
aud  the  illegal  possession  of  fish  ;  and  the  advanc¬ 
ing  of  other  matters  calculated  to  benefit  the 
legitimate  sport  of  angling. 

The  committee  consists,  in  addition  to  the 
officers  above  mentioned,  of  delegates  from  the 
clubs  enrolled,  in  the  proportion  of  one  delegate 
for  every  twenty,  or  part  of  twenty,  members  of 
such  clubs.  This  is  far  better,  and  much  fairer, 
than  if  each  club,  irrespective  of  the  number  of  its 
members,  was  entitled  to  send  the  same  number 
of  delegates.  Any  angling  club  in  Leeds  or  the 
district  is  eligible  for  election  to  the  association, 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  they  are,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  all  enrolled. 

The  taking  of  fish  by  any  other  means  than  rod 
and  line  is  summarily  dealt  with.  Wilful  damage 
to  fences  or  banks,  interference  with  game,  or  any¬ 
thing  calculated  to  bring  discredit  upon  anglers  or 
the  gentle  art  is  especially  guarded  against,  and 
the  whole  of  the  members  vie  with  each  other  in 
maintaining  the  good  opinions  won  from  the 
riparian  owners  and  farmers.  Information  as  to 
the  state  of  the  rivers  is  forwarded  by  the  secre¬ 
taries  to  the  club3  forming  th )  association  every 
Friday  during  the  fishirg  season.  The  ordinary 


The  application  to  the  conservators  to  initiate 
a  rod  tax  in  the  Leeds  district  for  coarse  fisher¬ 
men  will  come  as  a  Swivellerian  staggerer  to  some 
of  the  Metropolitan  anglers.  Still  1  am  assured 
that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  association 
members  are  convinced  that  a  rod  tax  levied  upon 
coarse  fishermen,  and  the  sum  so  raised  devoted 
to  coarse  fish  culture,  would  be  an  undisguised 
blessing  and  receive  unanimous  approval. 

Some  little  time  passed  before  any  reply  was 
received  from  the  Conservators,  but  this  delay 
was  explained  in  the  following  important  letter  :  — 

Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 

Scarborough,  13 th  December,  1890. 

Gentlemen, 

Some  unavoidable  delay  has  taken  place  in  replying  to 
the  communication  which  your  Society  presented  to  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  on  the  7th  August  last,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  subject  of  it  involved  the  consideration  of 
some  intricate  questions  arising  upon  the  Fishery  Acts, 
respecting  which  the  Board  felt  it  right  to  obtain  legal  ad¬ 
vice,  and  that  another  meeting  of  the  Board  had  to  take 
place  before  I  was  in  a  position  to  prepare  my  reply. 

I  am  directed  in  the  first  place  to  remind  your  society 
that  in,  the  present  state  of  the  law  a  license  duty  cannot 
be  imposed  upon  instruments  used  for  catching  coarse 
fish  in  waters  where  trout  arc  not  found,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  no  funds  are  available  which  the  Board  are  justified 
in  employing  solely  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish.  The 
salmon  and  trout  licence  duties  are  the  only 
sources  of  revenue  which  the  Board  possess,  and 
all  of  it,  and  much  more,  is  needed  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  those  kinds  of  fishing  from  which  the 
money  is  derived.  The  financial  difficulty  is  the 
only  one  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  your  sug¬ 
gestions  numbered  1  and  2,  asking  the  Board 
to  post  notices  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and 
penalties,  and  to  institute  prosecutions  for  killing 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season  ;  hut  it  appears 
insurmountable,  unless  those  bodies  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  coarse  fish  voluntarily  pro¬ 
vide  the  Board  with  funds  to  defray  the  expenses 
which  the  adoption  of  these  suggestions  would 
entail. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  numbered  3, 
that  salmon  netters  should  be  allowed  to  take 
salmon  trout  and  char  only,  and  if  any  coarse 
fish  be  taken  an  additional  charge  should  be 
added  to  the  license,  the  Board  have  no  power 
to  adopt  it.  As  the  Acts  provide  no  license 
duty  for  taking  coarse  fish,  there  can  be  no 
p  malty  for  taking  them  without  a  license.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  close  season  (loth  March  to  loth  June)  it 
is  penal  to  take  coarse  fish,  either  in  salmon 
nets  or  in  any  other  way  ;  but  the  Board  has 
no  power  to  impose  any  additional  duty  on  nets 
used  for  taking  coarse  fish. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  numbered  4, 
that  prosecutions  should  be  instituted  for  lining 
for  coarse  fish  without  paying  the  £1  licence  duty, 
the  Board  have  to  observe  that  there  is  no  licence 
required  for  using  a  line  to  catch  coarse  fish  (as 
such).  The  duty  is  payable  if  the  line  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  take  trout,  and  probably 
at  Ulleskelf  and  Tadcaster  this  would  be  so,  in 
which  case  the  Board  would  doubtless  be  prepared 
to  prosecute. 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  your  society 
should  supply  them  with  evidence  in  support  of 
their  allegations  as  to  the  extensive  use  of  lines 
in  tidal  waters,  and  the  capture  of  mature  coarse 
fish  in  salmon  nets.  The  number  of  salmon  nets 
in  use  is  small,  and  the  part  of  the  district  where 
they  are  employed  is  well  defined  and  not  exten¬ 
sive  ;  and  the  Board  do  not  think  it  likely,  con¬ 
sidering  the  size  of  the  mesh  of  the  salmon  nets, 
viz.,  two  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  that  many 
coarse  fish  are  taken  by  them.  But  if  the  views 
of  your  society  in  this  respect  prove  to  be  well 
founded,  and  the  coarse  fish  are  injuriously 
affected  by  these  practices,  it  is  possible  that 
means  might  be  found  of  dealing  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  by  bye-law.  But  here  again  the  financial 
difficulty  would  come  in,  and  it  would  be  needful 
also  to  satisfy  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  step 
was  necessary. 

I  now  pass  on  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Fishery 
Board  should  pay  to  the  local  police  a  small 
reward  for  every  conviction  secured,  with  respect 
to  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  the  Fishery 
Board  already  derive  much  valuable  assistance  from  the 
local  police,  which  is  rendered  gratuitously.  The  Board 
would  be  reluctant  to  press  the  constabulary  service 
unduly,  bearing  in  mind  that  they  are  public  servants  paid 
out  of  the  county  rates. 

The  concluding  suggestion  relates  (a)  to  an  alteration  in 
the  title  of  the  licence,  and  (b)  appears  to  impart  a  wish 
for  the  imposition  of  a  licence  duty  on  every  kind  of  fishing 
with  rod  and  line. 

(a)  With  regard  to  the  form  of  licences,  as  there  is  no 
duty  payable  for  fishing  for  coarse  fish  (as  such),  it 
would  not  be  correct  in  the  present  state  of  the  law 
to  call  the  licence  a  “  rod  and  line  licence  ”  as  desired. 
The  form  of  licence  is  in  fact  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  can  only  be  varied  with  their  approval,  so 
that  the  Fishery  Board  have  not  much  control  in  the 
matter. 

(b)  If  the  imposition  of  a  licence  duty  on  every  kind  of 
fishing  with  rod  and  line  is  desired,  I  would  suggest 
that  your  society  and  similar  bodies  would  do  well 
to  memorial  ise  the  Board  of  Trade  for  legislation  on 
the  subject.  Such  a  duty  would  remove  the  financial 
difficulty  which  prevents  the  Fisher y  Board  from 
rendering  you  much  assistance. 

With  that  part  of  the  re  presentation  of  your  Society 
which  relates  to  the  question  of  pollution,  I  am  to  say  that 
the  Fishery  Board  fully  and  cordially  agrees.  In  regard 
thereto,  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently  ad¬ 
dressed  by  Lord  Wcnlock  on  behalf  of  this  board  to  the 
County  Councils  of  the  three  Ridings,  from  which  your 
Society  will  see  how  much  the  Board  has  already  done  in 
this  matter.  Your  Society  will  be  xvcll  aware  that  many 
wealthy  and  powerful  municipalities  and  individuals 
ha  ve  strong  pecuniary  interests  in  resisting  any  drastic 
action  on  the  subject  of  pollution,  and  that  the  small 


meeting  night  is  the  last  Thursday  in  each  month. 
So  far  the  affairs  of  the  association  have  been 
an  unqualified  success,  and  the  executive  are 
attacking  the  formidable  programme  they  have 
before  them  with  commendable  earnestness.  The 
meetings  have  been  well  attended,  and  a  good 
amount  of  business  has  been  done.  I  cannot  too 
strongly  impress  upon  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  that,  if  they  wish  to  achieve  success,  the 
work  must  not  be  allowed  to  fall  upon  the  shoulders 
'  of  two  or  three. 

Daring  the  past  season  a  deputation,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Whitham,  Moore  and  Royston,  waited 
upon  the  conservators  at  York.  They  were 
received  iu  a  very  courteous  manner,  and  the 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  read  before  the 
conservators  : — 

We  represent  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers,  numbering  over  five  hundred  members. 
We  wait  upon  you  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  some  steps 
can  be  taken  to  further  protect  the  interests  of  coarse  fishers 
I  in  the  following  manner - 

(1)  Posting  notices  of  the  Act,  andpenalties  for  its  in¬ 
fringement,  as  in  the  case  of  the  “  Wild  Birds’  Protection 

t  Act.”  The  notices  to  be  posted  simultaneously, 

(2)  Protecting  coarse  fish  during  close  season  under 
I  Mundella’s  Act,  11th  section,  1878,  by  prosecuting  offenders. 

(3)  Protection  against  salmon  netters  ;  allowing  them  to 
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take  salmon  trout  and  char  only  as  specified  in  their 
licence,  and  compelling  them  to  return  all  other  fish  to  the 
water.  If  coarse  fish  be  taken,  an  additional  charge  be 
added  to  the  salmon  licence. 

(4)  Prosecutions  for  lining  for  coarse  fish  without  pay¬ 
ing  the  £1  licence  for  same.  A  great  deal  of  this  is 
carried  on  at  Ulleskelf  and  Tadcaster,  the  impression 
being  that  it  is  allowed  in  tidal  waters.  This  impression  j 
could  be  removed  by  posting  notices,  and  prosecuting  ! 
offenders. 

Remarks.— The  Amalgamated  Society  hope  the  Con' 
servators  will  consider  the  great  question  of  pollution  as 
far  as  lies  in  their  power.  Owing  to  it,  in  a  great  many 
places  the  fishing  has  been  entirely  ruined.  This,  coupled 
with  the  increased  popularity  of  angling,  has  nearly  de¬ 
populated  some  parts  of  the  rivers.  Another  cause  also  is, 
we  consider,  that  mature  fish  are  taken  out  by  the  salmon 
nets,  consequently  the  re  stocking  comes  from  the  less  I 
mature  fish,  resulting  in  a  degeneracy.  Owing  to  pollu-  | 
tion,  takes  of  salmon  have  been  so  small  in  some  instances  j 
that  the  netters  have  taken  coarse  fish  to  help  to  repay  ! 
themselves.  To  avoid  expense  of  watchers,  we  would 
suggest  that  the  local  police  have  a  small  reward  for  each 
conviction  secured. 

The  “  Trout  Licence  ”  is  a  constant  source  of  annoyance, 
as  the  coarse  fisher  is  obliged  to  pay  it,  and  has  no  recom¬ 
pense,  and  we  ask  you  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
designating  it  a  “  Rod  and  Line  Licence,”  for  then  part  of 
the  proceeds  could  go  for  protection  of  trout,  and  part  for 
protection  of  coarse  fish.  This  would  be  a  very  popular  j 
tax,  and  put  an  end  to  the  question  of  trout  existing  in  a  ! 
stream  or  not. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  Mundella  I 
Act  is  not  enforced  in  this  locality.  But  why  does 
not  the  association  itself  enforce  it  ? 
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funds  at  the  disposal  of  Fishery  Boards  arc  not  adequate 
to  do  much  in  so  large  a  matter.  I  may  also  remind  your 
Society  that  the  clauses  dealing  with  pollution  contained 
in  the  Fishery  Acts  (which  are  the  only  Acts  under  which 
Boards  of  Conservators  derive  their  power)  arc  so  much 
qualified  as  to  be  almost  valueless.  From  Lord  Wenlock’s 
letter  it  will  be  scon  that  (Ac  County  Councils  possess  all 
the  power  that  exists  at  present  for  dealing  with  this 
problem,  and  they  have,  of  course,  the  command  of  funds 
wherewith  to  act. 

In  conclusion,  the  Fishery  Board  would  suggest  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  Society  that  they  could  do  great  service  if  they 
would,  by  bringing  this  question  of  pollution  forward 
at  every  election  of  County  Councillors,  endeavour  to 
awaken  some  public  interest  in  it,  and  to  pledge  candi¬ 
dates  to  a  defin  ite  policy  with  regard  to  it 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Phillips, 

Secretary  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board. 

To  Messrs.  W.  G.  Royston,  G.  A.  Moore,  and  F.  E. 

Wiiitham, 

Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers. 

I  would  especially  draw  the  attention  of  club 
anglers  to  the  sentences  printed  in  italics,  the  in¬ 
formation  conveyed  being  general  and  valuable. 
A  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink. 

Within  easy  walking  distance  of  Leeds  is  a 
maguificent  sheet  of  water  ;  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Leeds  Town  Council  and  is  called  the  Round- 
hay  Park  Lake.  My  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
(the  well-known  pike  fisherman),  says  of  this 
lake : — “  From  what  I  have  seen  of  waters  in  the 
vicinity  of  Leeds,  notably  the  fine  lake  of  fifty  or 
sixty  acres  at  Roundhay  (probably  the  finest 
public  park  in  England),  it  appears  to  me  that 
Leeds  anglers  live  near  to  ‘  piking  paradises  ’  !  ” 
Well,  friend  J  ,  although  I  cannot  agree  with  you 
that  this  lake  is  a  “  piking  paradise,”  still  such  a 
grand  sheet  of  water  could  be  made  into  one,  there 
is  no  doubt.  This  the  Leeds  Amalgamated 
Society  are  endeavouring  to  impress  upon  the 
Town  Council.  Partly  to  further  this  object  a 
deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wilsdon  and 
Harrison,  waited  upon  the  council  with  the 
following  suggestions: — 

(1)  To  move  the  wire  fencing  across  the  upper  part  of  the 
lake  fifty  yards  nearer  the  centre  of  the  lake.  This  would 
form  a  fishing  ground  secure  from  interference  by  boats. 

(2)  To  re-stock  the  Waterloo  Lake  at  once  with  coarse 
fish,  in  order  to  make  it  a  fishery— the  inter-breeding  and 
neglect  having  practically  destroyed  it. 

(3)  To  erect  a  hatchery. 

(i>  To  allow  anglers  to  fish  in  any  part  of  the  lake,  in¬ 
cluding  the  parts  railed  off. 

No  official  reply  has  been  received,  but  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Committee  has  informed 
the  members : — 

(1)  The  fencing  could  not  be  moved  owing  to  the  contract 
for  letting  boats. 

(2  and  3)  Further  consideration  before  replying. 

(1)  Anglers  are  allowed  on  any  part  of  the  bank. 

While  conversing  with  the  chairman  a  sugges¬ 
tion  was  thrown  out  that  the  fishing,  like  the 
boating,  might  be  let  off  at  a  certain  rental,  and 
shortly  after  the  following  suggestions  were  sent 
to  the  Park  Committee  : — 

On  behalf  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Anglers,  we  beg  to  offer  you  an  annual  rental— to  be 
afterwards  determined— for  the  fishing  at  Roundhay  Park, 
the  Amalgamated  Society  to  have  the  sole  right  of  issuing 
tickets  to  anglers,  and  receive  money  for  same. 

The  Amalgamated  Society  to  have  the  privilege  of  erect¬ 
ing  a  fish  hatchery  and  rearing  ponds  on  streams  of  water 
running  into  the  lakes. 

The  Amalgamated  Society  to  receive  all  assistance 
possible  from  park  rangers  and  manager  in  protection 
of  ova  and  young  fish,  prevention  of  poaching,  breaking 
rule3,  &c.  .  . 

The  Amalgamated  Society  to  charge  no  more  than  is  at 
present  charged. 

The  Amalgamated  Society  to  spend  surplus  money  on 
improvement  of  the  fishing. 

And  so  the  matter  at  present  rests.  Now  I 
would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion.  In  the  first  place,  other  societies  have  had 
an  awful  trouble  to  move  the  “  powers  that  be.” 
The  Liverpool  Association  had  to  ’ammer,  ’ammer, 
’ammer  for  some  time,  and  when  at  last  the  coun¬ 
cil  did  what  they  ought  to  have  done  at  first,  it 
proved  a  very  remunerative  investment  for  them. 
The  same  could  be  said  in  many  similar  cases. 
Now  the  Leeds  anglers  have  paid  over  £800  in  Is. 
tickets  for  the  right  of  fishing  in  this  lake,  and 
affirm  that  less  than  £20  has  been  spent  on  the 
lake  in  their  interests  during  that  time.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Leeds  Town  Council  that  if  the 
local  anglers  have  paid  £800  for  the  rights  of  fish¬ 
ing  in  a  sheet  of  water  that  they  emphatically 
pronounce  wants  re-stocking,  they  would  spend 
considerably  more  if  steps  were  taken  to  increase 
the  quantity  of  fish.  I  don’t  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  hand  the  water  over  to  the  Leeds 
Society,  but  I  do  think  the  council  should  spend 
a  few  pounds  in  stocking  and  the  erection  of  a 
hatchery.  I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  council 
when  Councillor  Wilson  brought  forward  his 
motion  in  re  the  Roundhay  Park  lake,  and  must 


say  that  the  anglers  of  the  district  might  have  had 
a  more  able  exponent  of  their  cause.  Take  a 
word  of  advice,  ye  bold  Leeds  Amalgamated — 
make  a  firm  friend  of  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Committee.  I  am  convinced  from  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  manner,  and  the  expression  of  opinion  that 
came  from  him,  he  is  open  to  a  sound  practical 
suggestion,  aud  Councillor  Teale  should — and 
would— back  you  up. 

If  my  readers  will  refer  to  our  issue  of  Nov.  1, 
1890,  they  will  find  a  capital  account  of  the  first 
annual  fishing  match  in  connection  with  this 
association  :  the  article  is  headed,  “  A  Night  with 
Yorkshire  Anglers,”  and  is  written  by  friend 
Jardine  in  his  usual  happy  style.  In  it  he  refers  to 
the  Whitham  trophy,  which  is  presented  for  com¬ 
petition  among  the  Leeds  anglers  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Whitham,  whose  portrait  I  present  this  week. 
Mr.  Whitham  is  a  thorough  sportsman,  a  staunch 
friend  of  the  working-class  angler,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Angling  Club, 
and  the  father  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society. 
In  promoting  the  interests  of  the  anglers  in  the 
locality  he  exercises  the  keen  and  genuine  single- 
handed  manner  of  dealing  which  has  made  him 
a  prosperous  man  of  business,  beloved  and  re¬ 
spected  alike  by  his  companions  and  numerous 
employees. 

I  was  pleased  to  find  our  Fishing  Gazette  so 
popular  in  Leeds.  I  purpose  noticing  a  few  of 
the  principal  Leeds  clubs  in  these  columns  shortly. 
Meantime  I  wish  the  Amalgamated  Society  every 
success. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  LOCHABER. 

THE  RIVER  ROY. 

By  H.  M. 

Anyone  unacquainted  with  the  district,  on  look¬ 
ing  at  this  beautiful  Highland  stream,  could  hardly 
imagine  that  even  in  defiance  of  its  small  size  and 
ragged  nature  salmon  ascend  it  to  the  distance  of 
some  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles,  and  in  goodly 
numbers  too.  This  river  rises  in  and  flows 
through  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  historic 
districts  in  the  Highlands.  From  the  earliest 
times,  and  even  until  recent  years,  the  great  high¬ 
way  between  the  western  Highlands  and  the  south 
of  Scotland  was  past  the  mouth  of  this  Glen  Roy, 
and  many  tales  of  desperate  and  fierce  conflicts 
between  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  north  and 
their  southern  enemies  are  told  by  history  and 
legend. 

The  river  Roy,  rising  in  a  small  loch  of  the 
same  name  at  the  head  of  Glen  Roy,  after  a  run 
of  sixteen  miles  empties  itself  into  the  Spean  at 
Roymouth.  It  is  a  small  river,  and  describes, 
during  its  course,  many  of  those  short,  sharp 
turns,  so  peculiar  to  hilly  districts.  Joining  it  at 
different  parts  are  a  number  of  small  tributaries, 
up  the  larger  of  which  salmon  ascend  for  a  small 
distance  in  the  spawning  season. 

Loch  Roy,  the  apparent  source  of  the  river,  is 
very  small,  and,  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  of 
very  little  importance,  salmon  not  being  able  to 
get  up  so  far  on  account  of  a  fall  on  the  river  a 
little  further  down.  Loch  Spey  lies  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  and  not  very  far  away  ;  it  is  the  apparent 
origin  of  the  river  of  that  name. 

When  the  river  Roy  leaves  its  cognominal  loch 
it  is  but  a  very  small  stream,  and  runs  in  a  north¬ 
easterly  direction  for  a  few  miles  until  it  is  joined 
by  a  burn  from  the  side  of  Corry  Yarrach;  it  then 
turns  down  Glen  Roy,  keeping  for  the  rest  of  its 
course  in  a  more  or  less  south-westerly  direction, 
and  does  not  attain  any  size  until  after  it  is  joined 
by  the  Agie  Begg,  a  burn  of  fairish  size  from 
the  side  of  Craig  Meaghaidh.  This  is  a  splendid 
mountain  rising  to  the  south-east  end  of  Glen 
Roy.  It  is  over  3,000ft.  high,  and  its  sloping  sides 
form  the  watershed  between  Glen  Roy  and  Glen 
Spean. 

The  Turret  is  another  burn  coming  from  the 
hills,  which  overlook  the  Caledonian  Canal  at 
Laggan.  It  joins  the  Roy  about  two  miles  below 
the  Agie  Begg,  and  contributes  a  considerable 
supply  of  water. 

There  are  two  more  tributaries  worthy  of 
mention,  the  one  Great  Glas  Dhoire,  which  comes 
from  the  south  side  of  the  glen,  and  the  other  a 
burn  from  Glen  Fintaig  on  the  north  side.  They 
both  join  near  Bohuntine,  a  small  village  lying 
about  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  bed  of  the  river  is  very  rough  and  rocky  in 


all  its  extent,  forming  at  some  parts,  more 
especially  in  the  higher  reaches,  some  very  fine 
pools.  The  banks  on  the  lower  reaches  are  thickly 
covered  with  trees,  principally  hazelwood,  but 
despite  this  the  salmon  casts  are  easily  accessible, 
and  can  with  some  care  be  well  fished.  The 
upper  waters  are  clear  and  open  and  afford  ex¬ 
cellent  facility  for  casting.  There  are  some 
beautiful  pools  with  high  rocky  banks,  from  the 
tops  of  which  on  a  favourable  day  many  a  good 
salmon  has  been  played  and  killed. 

The  scenery  round  about  here  is  of  the  finest.  On 
each  side  of  the  glen  the  hills  are  covered  with 
bracken  and  mountain  grass,  presenting  a  beautiful 
contrast  to  the  bare  and  stony  summits  of  Ben 
Nevis,  Anoch  Begg,  and  Ben  Chlinaig.  These 
mountains  form  a  magnificent  front,  and  when 
looked  at  from  the  foot  of  Glen  Roy,  they  present 
a  scene  which  can  only  be  equalled  for  grandeur 
in  some  of  the  wilder  parts  of  the  North. 

Through,  or  rather  around,  this  glen  run  the 
famous  parallel  roads  of  Glen  Roy,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  natural  phenomena  in  Great  Britain. 
These  are  long  flat  terraces,  extending  from  near 
the  foot  to  the  head  of  the  Glen  on  either  side. 
They  are  composed  chiefly  of  sand  and  gravel, 
and  run  accurately  parallel.  They  are  about  60ft. 
broad,  and  tbeir  respective  heights  are  8551t., 
1,067ft.,  and  1,148ft.  above  the  sea-level. 

There  are  several  different  scientific  theories 
and  many  local  traditions  as  to  their  origin.  The 
“  native  seer  ”  will  have  it  none  other  than  that 
they  were  roads  cut  through  the  once  dense 
forests  which  covered  these  lands  for  the  easy 
access  of  King  Banquo  and  his  royal  guests  to 
the  hunting-field.  In  those  days  Inverlochy 
Castle  was  a  royal  residence,  and  a  treaty  signed 
here  by  King  Achains,  who  was  the  contemporary 
of  Charlemagne,  is  still  seen  among  the  archives 
of  Paris. 

Of  the  different  scientific  theories,  the  one  offered 
by  Mr.  Robert  Chambers  seems  the  most  probable. 
He  says  that  they  were  the  banks  of  a  lake  which, 
through  some  unknown  natural  cause,  subsided 
at  different  periods,  and  left  its  mark  on  the 
sloping  hill-side.  This  lake  is  by  many  supposed 
to  be  the  famous  Loch  Aber  of  antiquity,  which  is 
now  represented  by  a  small  pool  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  Lochy  opposite  old  Inverlochy  Castle. 

Salmon  begin  to  run  about  the  1st  of  J  une,  and 
the  fishing  is  at  its  best  about  the  middle  of  July; 
September,  however,  is  very  good. 

As  many  as  one  hundred  and  forty  have  been 
killed  in  a  good  season  ;  but  generally  speaking, 
from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  usual  catch  on  the  whole  river  in 
the  year.  A  great  deal  depends  on  the  tempera¬ 
ture  and  the  rainfall  during  the  time  when  the  fish 
are  running.  The  ascent  of  the  fish  depends  very 
materially  on  the  amount  of  water,  as  when  low  it 
is  next  to  impossible  for  them  to  get  over  certain 
parts;  before  they  can  get  to  the  upper  reaches, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  river  be  fairly  full. 

Generally  speaking  the  fish  ruu  to  a  very  fair 
size,  weighing  usually  from  81b.  to  101b.  and 
12lb.  ;  but  they  are  sometimes  got  as  heavy  as 
161b.  and  181b.,  and  not  unfrequently  heavier. 
The  largest  known  to  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
river  weighed  22lb.  This  fish  was  killed  by  the 
late  Mr.  Ewen  Cameron,  of  Fort  William,  who  on 
the  same  day  landed  eight  others. 

There  are  a  great  many  pools  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river,  the  most  noted  of  which  are 
Linga-na-Chichin,  Linga-un-Luing,Elian-na-Fe  dh 
and  Crotitach  Chleidh,  or  the  “  Creel  ”  Pool,  so 
called  from  the  fact  of  its  being  a  favourite 
resort  in  the  “  good  old  days  ”  when  spearing  was 
universal.  Then  it  was  common  to  have  at 
this  pool  such  heavy  takes  of  fish  that  it  required 
creels  slung  over  horses’  backs  to  carry  them 
away — so  legend  has  it.  Other  two  excellent 
casts  are  known  as  “  Priest’s  ”  Pool  aud  *•  Stone  ” 
Pool.  These  are  generally  considered  to  be  about 
the  best  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  they  give  the 
most  favourable  returns  when  the  river  is  in  full 
volume.  The  “  Tailor’s  "  Pool  higher  up  is  very 
good  ;  in  it  the  fish  rest  when  the  river  is  in  spate. 
The  banks  of  these  pools  are  rocky  and  fairly 
high,  affording  every  facility  for  excellent  casting. 
In  the  upper  parts  there  are  a  great  many  holes 
and  small  backwaters,  in  and  behind  which  fish 
often  lie  and  rest  when  running  between  pools. 

On  a  bright  sunny  day,  when  after  some  showers 
of  rain  the  water  is  of  a  rich  brown  colour,  the 
most  successful  fishing  is— according  to  the  old 
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and  experienced  bands  of  the  glen — to  be  bad. 
Tbe  favourite  flies  for  both  salmon  and  grilse  are 
tbe  Black  Doctor,  tbe  Silver  Doctor,  and  tbe  Dun 
Wing,  all  of  small  size. 

When  in  spate  tbe  river  comes  down  with  great 
force,  owing  to  tbe  large  drainage  surface  wbicb 
it  encloses,  but  very  soon  exhausts  itself. 

The  riparian  proprietor  is  Lord  Abinger,  who 
lets  the  whole  fishings  on  tbe  river  to  Mr.  Prior,  a 
most  enthusiastic  sportsman,  who  has  held  them 
for  tbe  last  twenty  years.  Mr.  Prior  sublets  three 
miles — the  first  stretch  from  tbe  river’s  mouth — 
to  Mr.  Macintosh,  of  Roy  Bridge  Hotel,  who 
grants  tbe  free  privilege  of  fishing  to  guests  at  bis 
establishment.  Tbe  hotel  is  built  on  tbe  banks  of 
the  river,  and  the  public  road  passes  its  door,  so 
that  from  its  situation  a  more  desirable  residence 
for  anglers  could  not  be  obtained. 


FRESH-WATER  FISH. 

[The  Following  Extracts  are  from  tiie  Work  by 
Boccius,  Published  in  1841.] 

Fresh-water  fish  are  equally  nutritious  with 
those  of  tbe  sea  ;  they  are  much  lighter  as  food, 
and  therefore  easier  of  digestion  ;  and  were  it 
not  owing  to  the  neglected  state  of  ponds,  which, 
on  the  old  system,  cause  tbe  fish  to  be  muddy, 
earthy  or  weedy,  there  is  no  doubt  that  fresh¬ 
water  fish  would  be  in  greater  repute  and  request. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  were  the  system  which  it  is 
tbe  object  of  this  little  treatise  to  describe 
generally  adopted,  a  very  great  demand  for  fresh¬ 
water  fish  would  ensue  ;  for  it  is  a  business-like 
adage  that  if  you  provide  for  a  market  by  a 
regular  supply,  a  market  is  created  and  increased 
demand  follows.  I  shall  begin  by  making  a  few 
remarks  on  the  situation  and  number  of 

The  Ponds  or  Stews.— These  ought  to  be  three 
in  number,  and  it  is  requisite  to  make  choice  of  a 
slight  elevation  for  the  first  pond.  If  possible 
this  should  be  so  situated  that  it  may  receive  the 
drainings  of  a  village,  or  at  any  rate  proximity  to 
a  farm  is  desirable,  as  all  the  refuse  washings 
from  such  places  supply  food  to  a  large  extent. 
The  object  in  having  the  first  pond  higher  than 
the  others  is  that  a  supply  of  water  may  pass 
from  it  to  the  lower  ones  in  succession  :  the  ponds 
being  connected  by  a  water-course  and  protected 
by  flood-gates,  must  have  a  sufficient  depth  and 
descent  to  allow  the  whole  of  the  water  to  pass 
off  readily  to  the  next  in  succession. 

The  ponds  ought  not  to  be  nearer  to  each  other 
than  one  hundred  yards  ;  the  greater  the  distance 
between  them  the  better,  as  each  can  then  have 
the  benefit  of  the  refuse  washiDgs  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  and  adjoining  fields,  which  will  of 
course  contribute  largely  to  the  support  of  the 
stock.  Moreover,  by  having  a  long  water-course 
between  the  ponds,  when  either  of  them  is  sluiced 
off,  or  as  the  term  is  “  fished,’’  that  part  of  the 
store  which  invariably  escapes  with  the  fall  of 
water  can  be  recovered  in  a  much  cleaner  and 
consequently  more  healthy  state  than  those  which 
are  left  behind  in  the  slam  or  mud. 

Clay  soils  are  not  genial  to  fish  ;  therefore  light 
loamy  or  gravelly  bottoms  ought  to  be  chosen  for 
the  ponds  ;  if,  however,  the  clay  is  not  too  deep, 
and  by  excavating  it  yellow  sand  can  be  reached, 
then  it  will  leave  an  equally  soft  and  pure  bottom, 
the  sides  being  of  less  importance.  In  clay 
bottoms  the  fish  do  not  thrive,  from  want  of  food, 
in  consequence  of  the  water  partaking  of  the 
racy^  quality  of  the  earth,  which  from  its  cold 
and  sterile  nature  does  not  afford  the  nutriment 
requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  the  larvm  of 
insects,  worms,  and  other  minute  living  creatures, 
in  sufficient  numbers,  and  so  keeps  the  stock  lean 
and  unfit  for  food. 

In  forming  ponds,  particular  care  ought  to  be 
taken  to  make  the  sides  shelve  gradually  for 
about  six  yards ;  and  they  are  on  no  account  to  be 
deep  at  the  sides,  firstly,  on  account  of  the  sward 
nourishing  large  quantities  of  insects,  &c.,  the 
legitimate  food  of  the  fish  ;  secondly,  the  ponds 
are  not  so  easily  poached,  the  shallows  being  pro¬ 
tected  by  stakes ;  and  thirdly,  protection  is 
afforded  to  the  brood.  The  only  deep  that  ought 
to  exist  at  either  side  should  be  near  the  sluice  or 
flood-gate,  where  it  should  be  twelve  or  eighteen 
inches  deeper  than  the  rest  of  the  pond,  in  order 
that  when  the  water  is  drawn  off  the  fish  may  be 

*  Racy  is  the  term  for  a  species  of  iron-stone  sand  found 
in  clay  strata. 


collected  into  a  close  space,  and  when  the  sluice 
is  again  closed,  that  an  accumulation  of  water 
may  immediately  take  place,  sufficient  for  the 
protection  of  the  brood  or  succeeding  store. 

In  the  rainy  season  it  is  always  advisable  to  let 
the  ponds  fill  to  the  full  extent  of  their  prescribed 
boundaries,  as  this  not  only  brings  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  food  from  the  adjacent  grounds,  but 
when  the  water  is  again  let  off  or  recedes,  the 
borders  produce  luxuriant  and  tender  herbage, 
peculiarly  adapted  for  the  food  of  carp,  and  upon 
which  that  fish  feeds  greedily  in  rainy  weather, 
and  may  frequently  be  observed  floundering  half 
out  of  his  watery  element  in  order  to  obtain  this 
favourite  morsel. 

As  all  foliage  is  pernicious,  and  the  decompo¬ 
sition  highly  injurious  to  fish,  especially  to  the  fry 
or  brood,  it  must  be  fully  borne  in  mind  that 
trees  or  shrubs  should  never  be  planted  on  the 
border  or  margins  of  the  ponds  ;  but  if  ornament 
be  required,  then  only  at  a  sufficient  distance,  for 
it  is  equally  necessary  to  have  a  free  action  of  air 
passing  over  the  surface  as  it  is  to  have  pure  and 
wholesome  water — in  fact  the  removal  of  trees 
contributes  largely  to  effect  both. 

Fish  grown  by  these  directions  will  not  only 
prove  fat,  but  of  a  far  superior  flavour  to  those 
taken  from  common  and  ill-regulated  ponds  or 
stews. 

If  the  first  pond  should  get  an  over  accumulated 
store  of  water,  it  must  be  let  off  by  the  sluice 
into  the  second,  and  so  on  to  the  third,  and  then 
be  suffered  to  run  to  waste,  for  no  pond  ought  to 
be  allowed  on  any  account  to  overflow  or  break 
its  boundaries,  as  by  so  doing,  and  by  conveying 
the  fish  to  the  next  pond,  it  injures  that  stew  by 
introducing  fish  of  different  growth,  and  so  proves 
ultimately  a  serious  loss  ;  food  would  be  then  in¬ 
sufficient  for  their  joint  maintenance,  consequently 
the  fish  would  gain  but  little  in  size  and  weight. 

If  the  ponds  have  an  even  and  well-regulated 
supply  of  water,  then  their  depth  at  the  centre 
need  never  be  more  than  from  3ft  to  5ft.,  shelving 
to  the  sides  as  before  stated ;  but  if  only  an  in¬ 
different  supply  can  be  obtained,  then  they  must 
be  12in.  or  18iu.  deeper. 

It  is  not,  however,  desirable  to  have  the  ponds 
so  situated  that  a  large  quantity  of  fresh  water 
shall  suddenly  be  able  to  find  its  way  into  them, 
as  it  both  thickens  the  whole  by  moving  the  mud, 
and  being  colder  and  of  other  properties,  it  sickens 
the  store  for  some  time  and  checks  their  thriving. 
A  well  regulated  supply  and  co-equal  discharge 
is  to  be  recommended,  and  must  be  attended  to. 

Having  thus  far  described  the  base  and  positions 
which  the  ponds  ought  to  have,  I  shall  proceed  to 
lay  down  the  requisite  rules,  by  attention  to 
which  a  lucrative  rental  can  be  obtained,  where 
an  estate  is  adapted  for  succession  ponds.  The 
first  pond  should  be  the  smallest  of  the  three,  the 
second  next  in  size,  and  the  third  the  largest,  for 
the  following  reasons:  At  the  period  of  fishing,  as 
before  stated,  a  great  portion  of  the  brood  escapes 
with  the  flood,  which  cannot  be  prevented  ;  and 
as  another  year  must  elapse  before  the  water  or 
pond  in  succession  can  be  fished,  too  much  of  the 
food  of  the  original  store  would  be  consumed  were 
not  the  second  pond  larger,  and  so  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  addition  ;  it  would  moreover  prove 
extremely  detrimental,  as  I  shall  afterwards 
show. 

In  order  to  come  to  the  dimensions  of  the  ponds 
I  shall  propose  the  following  scale  : — No.  1,  three 
acres  ;  No.  2,  four  acres  ;  No.  3,  five  acres  ;  making 
altogether  twelve  acres  of  water,  which,  after  the 
first  three  years  of  their  stores,  will  produce  an 
annual  income  from  each  pond  in  rotation. 

To  stock  the  ponds  with  brood  the  following 
simple  calculation  is  sufficient  for  direction  :  viz., 
to  every  acre  of  water  in  extent,  put  in  two  hun¬ 
dred  brood  carp,  twenty  brood  tench,  and  twenty 
brood  jack,  thus  making  10  per  cent,  each  of 
tench  and  jack  to  the  carp  ;  the  brood  must  be  all 
of  one  season’s  spawn.  Therefore  to  three  acres 
there  will  he  six  hundred  carp,  sixty  tench,  and 
sixty  jack,  and  the  succession  ponds  are  to  be 
stocked  in  like  proportion,  the  second  the  year 
following  the  first,  and  the  third  again  a  year  later, 
so  that  each  pond  then  comes  round  in  its  turn  to 
be  fished. 

This  first  outlay  constitutes  the  whole  expense, 
save  and  except  the  guarding  against  poaching, 
as  there  will  always  be  a  superabundant  quantity 
of  brood  or  store  to  restore  the  stews,  and  sufficient 
left  for  sale. 


It  is  a  well-authenticated  fact  that  no  fish  of 
prey  will  ever  touch  tench  ;  so  it  is  also  under¬ 
stood  that  tench  act  medicinally  to  other  fish,  by 
rubbing  against  them  when  wounded  or  sick.  This 
quality  is  probably  attributable  to  the  glutinous 
slimy  quality  and  properties  of  its  skin,  for  when 
fish  have  been  wounded  by  the  fangs  of  another 
or  struck  by  a  hook,  they  have  been  frequently 
observed  and  taken  when  in  close  company  with 
tench,  and  this  gives  rise  to  the  presumption  for  so 
believing,  and  is  the  reason  for  recommending  the 
introduction  of  a  few  tench  into  the  stews.  In 
Germany  the  fishermen  call  it  the  doctor  fish. 
Some  people  consider  the  tench  to  be  of  the  carp 
tribe.  I  do  not,  as  the  organs  of  generation,  fins, 
and  other  parts  of  the  fish  differ  materially,  and 
the  male  shows  so  marked  a  difference  from  the 
female,  that  as  they  swim  about  they  can  be 
selected,  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  carp  ;  how¬ 
ever,  tench  are  particularly  delicate,  nutritious, 
and  in  good  repute  for  the  table. 

Jack,  or  pike,  is  well  known  to  be  the  most 
rapacious  fresh-water  fish  that  exists,  but  with 
all  its  voracity  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  sufficient  quantity  in  the  carp-stews  or  ponds 
to  check  increase. 

In  establishing  the  stews  as  before  mentioned, 
the  stock  is  calculated  by  a  friend  in  Saxony, 
after  forty  years’  experience  of  real  practical 
results.  This  same  friend  possesses  one  of  the 
finest  estates  in  that  delightful  and  luxuriant 
country,  comprising  nearly  eight  thousand  acres, 
of  which  nearly  one  half  is  forest ;  and  on  his 
estate  he  has  twenty-two  ponds,  the  largest  being 
about  twenty  -  seven  acres  in  extent ;  but  as  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  revert  to  this  subject  later, 
I  shall  proceed. 

There  are  few  fish  probably  that  breed  so 
quickly  or  produce  larger  broods  than  carp,  of 
which  there  are  two  species  to  be  recommended 
for  store — the  one  known  as  the  English  or  round¬ 
bodied  carp  ;  the  other,  little  known  in  this 
country,  but  equally  well  framed,  is  called  in 
Germany  the  spiegel  (mirrow)  carp,  from  the 
beautiful  blue-mottled  scales  along  the  sides, 
which  are  much  larger  than  those  of  the  rest  of 
the  body ;  this  sort  could  be  easily  obtained  from 
Hamburg  or  any  part  of  Germany,  and  would 
well  repay  the  trouble  of  importation.  They  are 
particularly  handsome,  and  bear  a  similarity  to 
the  red-legged  compared  to  the  common  grey 
partridge,  wflth  the  exception  that  the  spiegel 
carp  is  the  better  flavoured,  and  invariably  fatter 
than  the  other.  Carp  therefore,  being  so  pro¬ 
ductive,  require  a  proportionate  check  by  a  given 
quantity  of  jack  in  the  stews,  otherwise  the  water 
would  soon  become  so  swarming  with  brood,  that 
food  would  be  wanting  to  support  the  stock,  and 
the  result  would  be  a  failure  in  the  quality  of  the 
fish-draught. 

It  has  been  fully  proved  that  a  given  space  of 
earth  can  produce  only  a  certain  quantity;  so 
only  can  a  given  space  or  quantity  of  water  pro¬ 
duce  a  certain  quantity,  either  of  vegetable  matter 
or  animalcules ;  and  curious  as  it  may  appear,  yet 
it  is  as  true  as  curious,  that  by  storing  only  the 
proper  number  of  fish  adapted  to  the  water,  the 
weight  in  three  years  will  prove  equal  to  what  it 
would  have  been  had  twice  the  number  been 
placed  therein,  so  that  the  smaller  number  pro¬ 
duces  the  same  weight  as  the  larger,  from  a  given 
quantity  of  water.  By  overstocking  the  water 
the  fish  become  sickly,  lean  and  bony ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  when  the  regulations  are  attended 
to  which  I  have  laid  down,  the  fish  will  be  healthy, 
fleshy  and  fat. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  jack  become  a  use¬ 
ful  appendage  in  well  -  regulated  ponds,  tanta¬ 
mount  to  an  absolute  necessity,  but  with  the 
necessity  a  property,  as  it  will  be  found  that  jack, 
carp  and  tench  thrive  and  grow  in  equal  propor¬ 
tion  after  this  system. 

In  stocking  ponds  it  must  be  strictly  observed 
that  the  jack,  carp  and  tench  be  all  of  the  same 
season  or  spring  spawn  ;  and  the  period  for  brood¬ 
ing  the  pond  is  towards  the  end  of  October,  or  if 
the  season  he  open  and  mild,  early  in  November, 
for  the  following  reasons : — Carp  and  tench  being 
fish  of  the  same  habits,  they  slam  or  mud  at  the 
same  piriod,  lying  torpid  through  the  winter 
months,  so  that  they  keep  secure  from  the  attacks 
of  the  juvenile  jack  ;  the  jack  at  that  age  finds 
sufficient  food  in  worms,  &c.,  to  subsist  upon.  As 
the  spring  advances,  when  the  carp  and  tench 
leave  their  winter  lairs,  the  jack  then  in  turn 
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become  sickly  as  their  spawning  season  approaches, 
and  consequently  do  not  annoy  the  carp,  much 
less  the  tench  ;  this  brings  them  through  April, 
when  the  jack  spawn,  and  they  remain  quiet  from 
that  time  until  the  wet  season  of  July. 

In  June  both  the  carp  and  tench  spawn,  and 
although  in  very  small  casts  for  the  first  season, 
yet  they  are  far  larger  than  would  be  beneficial 
for  the  stews  were  no  jack  in  them ;  and  from 
this  period  the  jack  becomes  useful,  for  as  he  gets 
more  and  more  vigorous,  so  does  he  keep  down 
the  brood  and  thrive  himself ;  thus,  by  making  an 
easy  prey,  it  seldom  if  ever  occurs  that  a  jack 
chases  a  carp  of  his  own  age.  The  result  is  that 
through  the  clearance  of  the  brood  the  stock  finds 
sufficient  food  to  live  and  thrive  upon.  Until  now 
I  have  not  adverted  to  other  fish,  but  on  no 
account  whatever  should  other  fish  be  admitted 
into  the  stew  or  ponds  ;  eels  particularly  ought  to 
be  kept  out,  as  they  do  great  mischief. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  the  succession  ponds 
being  fished  every  three  years,  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  store  at  that  age  is  fit  for  market, 
and  the  calculation  for  three  years  out  of  three 
acres  would  give  on  an  average  as  follows  : — • 

600  carp  at  3Alb.  each  . 2,1001b. 

60  tench  at  Illb.  each  ...  .  .  2101b. 

60  jack  at  3ilb.  each  .  2101b. 


Total  weight  of  store 


2,5501b. 


Supposing  the  fish  to  be  worth  one  shilling  per 
lb.,  the  value  would  be  .£127  10s.  for  three  years, 
or  £42  10s.  per  annum  ;  but  were  only  half-price 
obtained,  then,  as  the  first  expense  is  the  only  one, 
it  must  be  termed  a  profitable  rental,  especially  as 
under  the  old  system  many  gentlemen  have  large 
pieces  of  water  which  produce  nothing. 

I  forgot  to  mention  when  on  the  subject  of 
ponds,  that  when  the  water  is  let  off  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing,  it  is  not  advisable  to  clear  it  of 
the  mud ;  merely  remove  the  rushes  and  reeds, 
which  are  detrimental,  then  leave  it  to  dry  for 
some  time  before  the  water  is  again  allowed  to 
accumulate,  except  near  the  sluice,  where  sufficient 
must  be  admitted  for  the  existence  of  the  new 
brood.  The  mud,  when  dried,  produces  new 
herbage,  which  ultimately  proves  nourishment  for 
the  store.  (  To  be  continued.  J 


WITH  THE  “ALEXANDRA.” 

By  Jesse. 

“  Shall  Johnnie  dig  you  some  worms,  sir  ?  ” 
said  my  landlady  last  Fridaj7,  the  20th  March, 
1891.  I  had  tried  a  snow-swollen  brook  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  day  before,  with  the  worm,  and  the  result 
of  the  fishing  was  four,  dark-coloured  certainly, 
but  still  fairly-conditioned,  trout,  weighing  alto¬ 
gether  18oz.,  two  of  which  I  had  just  consumed  at 
breakfast,  and  now  the  good  woman,  my  landlady, 
noticing  that  I  looked  wistfully  out  of  the  window 
at  the  bright,  cold  day  outside,  asked  me  if  her 
boy,  her  Johnnie,  should  go  and  dig  me  some 
more  worms. 

“  No,  Mrs.  Ford,”  said  I  ;  “  I  won't  ‘  wum  ’  it  to¬ 
day  ;  I’ll  take  little  ‘  Nellie  ’  for  a  walk  up  the 
river,  and  carry  the  rod  along,  and  if  the  water  is 
at  all  fishable,  I’ll  try  the  fly  for  an  hour ;  but  I 
don’t  think  it  will  be  any  good — the  river  is  too 
full  of  snow  at  present.’’ 

And  so  it  came  to  pass  that  at  half-past  ten  last 
Friday  morning,  I,  accompanied  by  the  spaniel, 
“  Nellie,”  wended  my  way  up  the  free  portion  of 
the  river  Otter,  near  Budleigh  Salterton,  in  the 
Eastern  Division  of  the  county  of  Devon. 

A  walk  of  two  and  a-half  miles  to  the  water, 
through  the  streets  of  the  little  town  of  Salterton, 
past  the  coastguard  station  on  the  Marine  Parade, 
and  through  a  portion  of  the  marsh  which  borders 
the  river  Otter  near  its  mouth.  “  Skeep,  skeep,” 
go  the  snipe,  and  “  quack,  quack,”  go  the  duck,  as 
“  Nell  ”  and  I  walk  along  the  path  through  the 
middle  of  the  marsh.  Ah  !  methinks  I  could  have 
stopped  that  mallard,  and  have  had  a  good  look  in 
at  those  last  two  snipe,  had  I  got,  instead  of  the 
fishing  pole,  the  choke  twelve-bore  here.  Why 
does  the  close  season  begin  so  early  ?  March  is 
the  best  month  of  the  twelve  for  snipe.  When  I 
was  a  boy— thirty  years  ago — my  dear  old  father 
and  his  friends  used  to  swear  by  March  for  snipe, 
and  many  a  good  day’s  snipe  shooting  in  that 
month  have  I  witnessed  in  those  halcyon  days. 
At  any  rate,  it  would  do  no  harm  to  leave  the 
season  for  snipe  and  duck  open  up  to,  say,  the 


twentieth  of  the  month,  for  up  to  that  time  the 
birds  have  not  begun  to  pair  to  any  considerable 
extent.  “  Nellie  ”  gazes  at  the  vanishing  birds, 
and  looks  back  at  me  reproachfully,  as  much  as  to 
say,  “  Master,  what  have  you  brought  out  that 
useless  thing  in  the  brown  cloth  case  for,  instead 
of  the  other  thing  which  goes  ‘  bang,’  and  pre¬ 
vails  on  things  to  stop  ?  ’’  Well,  I  can't  explain  it 
to  her,  so  we  walk  on  and  presently  come  to  our 
water. 

A  very  unpromising  looking  water  indeed — 
swollen  and  greeny  grey,  about  as  bad  a  colour  as 
one  could  have  next  to  downright  pea-soupiness  ; 
however,  the  bottom  can  just  be  seen  in  two-foot  of 
water,  so  we  may  as  well  have  a  try,  in  the  hope 
of  picking  up  a  brace  of  trout  on  the  shallows. 

Flies,  large  size  Blue  Upright  dressed  buzz  for 
tail  fly  ;  large  size  Olive  Dun  dressed  buzz  for 
first  dropper;  large  size  Hare’s  Flax  dressed  buzz 
for  second  dropper.  For  the  early  part  of  the 
season  on  the  Otter,  and  particularly  when  the 
water  is  large,  the  above  combination  cannot  be 
beaten.  It  does  not,  however,  answer  to-day,  for 
not  a  fin  do  we  stir  up  to  half-past  twelve.  There 
is  one  other  angler  whipping  away  on  the  water — 
a  builder  of  Budleigh  Salterton — and  he  has  the 
same  tale  to  tell — “  not  moved  a  fish.” 

Shall  I  go  home  ?  It  is  no  use  stopping  ;  yet 
it  is  nice  and  fine  out  of  doors.  Suppose  I  try  the 
Alexandra  ;  it  is  a  fair  fly  here  ;  it  might  come  off, 
although  it  is  full  early  in  the  season  for  it — any¬ 
how  no  harm  in  trying.  With  these  thoughts  in 
my  mind,  I  picked  out  of  my  fly-book  a  good-sized 
Alexandra,  of  the  usual  pattern — that  is  to  say, 
smooth  silver  body,  full  wing  of  peacock  herl 
mixed  with  feather  of  red  macaw,  and  peacock 
herl  for  legs,  and  having  attached  this  to  7ft.  of 
medium-sized  gut,  proceeded  to  give  it  a  trial, 
with  very  little  hope,  however,  of  running  a  fish. 

I  have  had  considerable  experience  with  the 
Alexandra,  and  have  always  found  it  most  effec¬ 
tive  when  well  sunk,  rather  than  when  fished  near 
the  surface  of  the  water.  Moreover,  it  has 
always  with  me  proved  deadliest  in  oily  smooth¬ 
running  water  of  not  more  than  from  2ft.  to  2£ft. 
in  depth.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  first  drew  my 
attention  to  this  excellent  lure  for  trout,  used  to 
have  a  No.  8  shot  on  his  cast  about  a  foot  above 
the  fly,  so  great  was  his  belief  in  the  efficacy  of 
sinking  it  as  much  as  possible  in  coloured  or 
heavy  water. 

My  plan  of  working  it — which  has  met  with  a 
fair  measure  of  success — is  to  fling  it  partly  across 
and  considerably  «/?-stream,  in  order  that  it  may 
sink  pretty  well  before  it  begins  to  fish,  and  then 
with  the  point  of  the  rod  close  to  the  water  to 
gently  work  it  until  it  gets  close  into  the  bank  on 
which  I  am  standing.  Trout  will  frequently 
follow  it  until  it  is  close  in  under  the  bank,  and 
then  snap  at  it  just  as  it  is  being  taken  out  of  the 
water  for  a  fresh  cast.  On  this  occasion  the 
Alexandra,  although  worked  in  the  likeliest 
places,  proved  for  the  first  half  hour  completely 
abortive  ;  but  about  a  quarter  past  one  in  the 
afternoon  there  was  a  slight  check  on  the  line, 
and  a  yellow  gleam  under  the  water  showed  that 
it  had  run  its  first  fish. 

This  at  once  rekindled  hope  and  energy,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  next  ten  minutes  I  was  fast  in  a 
little  4oz.  trout,  which  was  gladly  consigned  to 
the  basket,  for  on  the  Otter  we  do  not  despise 
quarter-pounders.  Presently  a  good  fish  came  at 
the  fly.  I  held  him  for  but  a  few  seconds,  just 
giving  me  time  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  his  broad 
belly  under  the  water,  and  then  he  let  go,  to  live, 
let  us  hope,  to  fight  another  day.  The  fourth  run 
proved  lucky  ;  the  fish  took  the  fly  close  in  under 
my  own  bank,  and  was  firmly  hooked  and 
speedily  landed.  He  was  a  beautiful  sea  trout  in 
perfect  condition,  and  weighed  on  my  steel  yard 
exactly  12oz.  Seeing  me  land  this  fish,  my 
friend,  the  builder  above  mentioned,  came  up  to 
me  and  asked,  “  What  be  ’ee  taking  ’em  to,  sir  ?  ” 
I  showed  him  the  fly  and  was  sorry  I  could  not 
let  him  have  one  like  it,  but  I  had  no  more  in  my 
book.  However,  at  his  request  I  looked  through 
his  book,  and  chose  a  large  nondescript  fly  with  a 
mallard  wing  and  a  lot  of  tinsel  about  the  body, 
and  advised  him  to  try  it.  He  did  so,  and  went 
on  fishing  some  eighty  yards  below  me.  About  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  later,  when  I  had  just  landed  a 
nice  little  brown  trout  of  6oz.,  I  heard  my  friend 
shouting — 

“  Come  down  here  a  minute,  sir  ;  I’ve  got  hold 
of  a  gurt  whacker  !  ” 


Sticking  my  rod  in  the  ground,  I  ran  down  to 
him,  and,  taking  his  landing-net  from  him,  stood 
by  ready  to  land  his  monster.  The  fish  was  bor¬ 
ing  away  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  so  that  his 
dimensions  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained, 
but,  from  the  strain  on  the  rod,  he  seemed  to  be 
a  good  one. 

“  Ought  I  to  go  down  wi’  'un,  or  ought  I  to  hold 
on  to  ’un,  sir?”  asked  my  friend,  in  the  most  fear¬ 
ful  state  of  anxiety. 

“  I  won’t  advise  you,  Hodder,”  said  I.  “  Play 
him  as  you  think  best.  I’ll  do  my  level  best 
to  land  him  for  you  when  you  bring  him  near 
enough.” 

Presently  the  fish  came  to  the  surface,  and  was 
nothing  like  so  large  as  I  expected.  He  was  a 
nice  fish,  certainly,  and  probably  would  have 
weighed  14oz.  if  he  had  been  brought  to  the  scales, 
which  he  was  never  destined  to  be — at  any  rate 
on  this  occasion — for  the  dropper-fly  hitched  in 
a  stump,  and  fario  broke  away,  leaving  poor 
piscator  lamenting  bitterly. 

Alas  !  poor  Hodder !  It  is  not  one  of  the  least 
of  life’s  woes  to  lose  a  good  trout  when  victory 
seems  just  within  your  grasp. 

Well,  to  continue  the  narration  of  the  day’s 
doings.  I  ran  no  less  than  eleven  fish  to  the 
Alexandra  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  but  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  landing  only  two — a  sea  trout  and  a 
brown  trout,  weighing  respectively  8oz.  and  6oz. 

This  small  proportion  of  kills  as  compared  to 
runs  quite  accords  with  all  my  previous  experience 
of  the  Alexandra.  I  should  say  that  from  35  to 
40  per  cent,  of  captures  would  represent  a  fair 
average  figure.  My  catch,  then,  last  Friday 
amounted  to  five  fish,  aggregating  in  weight 
2lb.  4oz.,  and  considering  that  this  was  done  in 
snow-laden  water,  and  one  which  is,  alas !  con¬ 
stantly  netted,  I  think  it  says  a  good  deal  for  the 
merits  of  the  Alexandra  even  at  this  early  part  of 
the  season. 


CarmpontTMtce 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — Having  been  a  long  time  in 
India,  although  an  ardent  angler  I  have  naturally 
lo3t  touch  with  fishing  at  home,  and  am  most 
desirous  of  obtaining  a  little  trout  fishing  this 
season  at  a  moderate  cost.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
numerous  subscribers  may  be  able  to  give  me  in¬ 
formation  as  to  where  I  may  obtain  what  I  waut 
— namely,  good  trout  fishing  in  Wales  or  the 
northern  districts  of  England.  I  do  not  mind 
roughing  it  a  bit,  so  long  as  the  fishing  is  good  and 
cheap  and  the  place  clean. — Yours  truly, 

An  Ardent  Angler. 


A  CURIOUS  “GRAYLING.” 

Dear  Sir, — Walking  down  our  river  (Soar)  we 
picked  up  a  grayling,  which  we  sent  on  to  you. 
It  has  evidently  been  dead  some  days.  Can  you 
kindly  inform  me  what  is  the  cause  of  death  ?  The 
gashes  in  the  side  are  not  those  inflicted  by  a 
pike— probably  post  mortem,  I  take  them.  We 
lately  came  across  a  12in.  trout  lying  dead  in  one 
of  the  tributaries.  It  was,  however,  in  too  far  an 
advanced  stage  of  decomposition  to  be  worth  send¬ 
ing. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Y. 

[The  grayling,  which  came  carefully  done  up  in 
cotton  wool,  is  a  salt-water  whiting ;  died  a  natural 
death — for  a  whiting. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  have  read  in  last  week’s  F.  O. 
“Letters  from  Ireland,”  by  your  “Special 
Correspondent,”  and  he,  like  a  great  many 
other  Waltonians  who  visit  the  West  of 
Ireland,  seems  to  know  nothing  of  the  splendid 
trout  lakes  we  have  in  the  Boyle  district.  As 
I  am  well  aware  that  every  lover  of  the  gentle 
art  is  anxious  to  know  the  best  possible  fishing 
resort,  and  the  most  likely  place  to  spend  a  suc- 
!  cessful  fishing  holiday,  I  give  you  the  following 
i  facts  regarding  the  lakes  about  here,  their  dis¬ 
tance  from  Boyle,  and  best  time  to  fish  them. 
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First,  Lough  Key,  one  and  a-quarter  miles  from 
town,  and  twelve  miles  in  circumference, with  about 
sixteen  beautiful  islands  on  it,  every  one  of  which 
affords  first-class  fishing  round  its  shores.  There 
are  salmon,  trout,  pike,  perch,  eels,  bream,  and 
roach  in  this  lake ;  201b.  is  a  common  size  for  pike, 
but  they  are  killed  very  much  larger.  Mrs.  King 
Harman’s  coachman  on  March  8  killed  three  pike 
in  two  hours,  221b.,  201b.,  and  161b.  each  (I  must 
say  the  large  ones  were  about  that  size,  as  it  is 
not  usual,  still  a  fact). 

During  the  May  fishing  of  last  year  the  average 
weight  of  troutkilled  on  Lough  Key  was  Ojlb.each. 
This  is,  I  believe,  the  largest  average  of  any  lake 
in  Ireland.  Fishing  commences  1st  July,  trout 
fishing  being  first-class  from  1st  April  to  about 
18th  May,  with  both  the  natural  and  artificial 
minnow.  Green  Drake  is  usually  on  between  16th 
and  20th  May,  and  is  good  until  about  10th  or  12th 
June;  September  and  October  are  also  good 
months  for  the  minnow,  October  being  best  for 
rivers,  provided  we  have  sufficient  water.  Pike 
fishing  good  all  the  year,  no  close  time  being 
observed. 

Second,  Lough  Arrow,  four  miles  from  Boyle, 
and  fifteen  miles  in  circumference,  is,  I  believe, 
the  best  trout  lake  in  Ireland  for  quality  and  sport. 
The  trout  here  rise  very  freely  to  the  artificial 
fly  from  about  1st  March  to  20th  May,  and  then 
from  September  to  end  of  season,  November  1. 
Green  Drake  fishing  commences  on  Lough  Arrow 
about  22nd  May,  and  ends  about  10th  June, 
during  which  time  it  cannot  be  beaten  for  sport. 

Third,  Lough  Gara,  two  and  a-half  miles  from 
Boyle,  abouttwenty  miles  in  circumference,  used  to 
be  the  best  lake  of  the  lot  until  about  eight  or  ten 
years  ago,  when  a  few  people  living  on  its  shores 
took  to  poaching  it — not  with  cross-lines,  but  with 
nets  ;  and  I  regret  to  say  it  is  carried  on  very  ex¬ 
tensively  yet.  The  trout  here  are  larger,  and 
would  be  far  more  numerous  than  on  any  of  the 
other  lakes  if  they  were  in  any  way  protected. 
The  three  lakes  already  referred  to  are  situated — 
Lough  Key,  one  and  a-quarter  mile  east;  Lough 
Arrow,  four  miles  north  ;  and  Lough  Gara,  two 
and  a-half  miles  west  of  Boyle.  Then  there  are 
four  smaller  lakes  south — nearest,  two  and  a-half 
miles  ;  farthest,  six  miles,  each  of  them  being 
well  stocked  with  trout ;  no  pike  in  any  of  them. 
The  trout  in  two  of  these  lakes  only  average  £lb., 
and  in  the  other  two  they  average  lib.  The  2nd 
of  June  last  year  one  gentleman  and  Mr.  Lloyd’s 
keeper  killed  ninety-nine  trout  on  one  of 
these  lakes,  which  weighed  over  801b.  I  do  not 
want  to  make  out  that  Boyle  is  the  best  fishing 
place  to  be  had,  but  I  do  state  that  it  is  the  best 
fishing  centre  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  the 
easiest  to  get  at  from  London,  as  by  leaving 
Euston  at  seven  p.m.,  you  can  be  fishing  on  Lough 
Key  at  twelve  noon  the  following  day,  after  having 
refreshment  at  Boyle;  and  any  gentleman  desirous 
of  trying  the  Mayo  lakes,  by  first  coming  to 
Boyle  is  only  the  inconvenience  of  a  seven  miles’ 
drive  (on  one  of  our  jaunting  cars)  from  Balley- 
hadereen  to  Ballyhannis,  where  he  willbe  within 
three  or  four  stations  of  Foxford  or  Ballina, 
making  the  journey  very  little  longer,  and  enab¬ 
ling  him  to  see  as  good  fishing  lakes  and  as 
pretty  to  fish  on  as  he  can  see  in  any  part  of 
Ireland.  Boyle  is  a  town  of  three  thousand  popu¬ 
lation,  has  two  hotels,  and  several  private  houses 
where  nice  accommodation  can  be  had  ;  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  staying  here  will  be  taken  (by  special 
arrangement  with  car  owners)  to  any  of  the  lakes 
and  home  again  in  evening  for  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  each,  provided  there  are  two  or  more 
going  to  the  same  lake,  which,  I  need  not  say, 
there  always  are.  I  believe  I  have  fished  every 
trout  lake  and  river  in  the  west  of  Ireland  that 
was  worth  fishing,  and  I  honestly  recommend 
any  person  coming  to  the  West  to  give  Boyle  a 
trial  for  a  few  days  before  proceeding  farther. — 
lam,  &c.,  George  Taylor. 

P.S. — Any  person  requiring  information  re¬ 
garding  fishing  or  shooting  about  here,  I  shall 
be  always  happy  to  supply. 


TROUT  AND  OTHER  FISHING  IN  SUSSEX. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  very  glad  if  you,  or  any  of  your 
readers,  can  give  me  information  as  to  best  fishing 
waters  in  Sussex,  charges,  regulations,  &c.;  or  if 
there  is  an  angler’s  guide  published  for  this 
county,  where  to  obtain  it. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  very 
faithful1'  John  Grinsted. 


ARE  SEA  FISH  GETTING  SCARCE  ? 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Frederick  Aflalo,  has 
done  well  to  raise  this  question  of  “  Are  sea  fish 
getting  scarce  ?  ”  but  he  has  done  little  to  the 
answering  of  it. 

“  The  proof  the  pudding  lies  in  the  eating  of  it,” 
and  linesmen  and  trawlers  are  agreed  that  sea  fish 
are  getting  scarce.  The  fish  salesmen  of  Billings¬ 
gate  can,  by  their  experience,  testify  that  a 
dreadful  deterioration  in  the  class  of  fish, 
especially  flat  fish,  has  taken  place  in  recent 
years.  If  further  corrcborative  evidence  is  needful, 
you  have  it  in  the  prices  you  must  pay  for  your 
turbot,  halibut,  soles,  plaice,  skate,  &c. 

That  these  fish  are  scarcer  admits  of  no  doubt, 
and  in  fact  grow  scarcer  and  scarcer  year  by  year; 
it  may  be  said  that  they  are  in  process  of  being 
exterminated  off  our  coasts.  The  reason  why  is 
not  difficult  to  show  ;  it  is  simply  the  ruination  of 
everything  under  the  sea  by  the  steam  and  sailing 
trawlers.  The  Grimsby  trawlers  own  that  they 
are  destroying  the  great  fountain  head  of  the 
fishery — the  Doggerbank.  The  steam  trawlers 
have  created  a  piscatorial  desert  on  the  Northum¬ 
berland,  Durham,  and  Yorkshire  coasts.  The 
number  of  fishing  boats  at  every  fishing  town  and 
village  on  these  coasts  has  greatly  diminished, 
and  the  fishers  have  had  to  betake  themselves  to 
other  occupations. 

The  Northumberland  District  Fishery  Board 
has  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  powers  to 
prohibit  trawling  within  territorial  waters,  and 
has  last  week  had  an  inquiry  at  the  Moot  Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  to  hear  the  evidence  of  lines¬ 
men  and  trawlers. 

The  Yorkshire  Board  has  also  made  application 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
has  already  taken  action  to  drive  these  destroyers 
of  the  coast  out  of  territorial  waters,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  further  out  than  territorial  waters.  This 
action  G  by  no  means  pleasing  to  the  trawlers, 
but  it  is  necessary,  and  “  a  necessary  action  incurs 
no  blame.’’ 

At  the  Newcastle  inquiry  the  story  the  linesmen 
had  to  tell  was  in  substance  the  same  as  that  they 
told  (to  so  little  purpose)  before  the  Royal  Trawl¬ 
ing  Commission  of  1881,  all  the  difference  being 
further  decay  and  ruin  from  the  same  causes.  A 
North  Sunderland  witness  (William  Spears)  stated 
that  the  former  week  about  one  hundred  persons 
had  left  that  once  prosperous  little  fishing  town, 
and  that  there  were  twenty-two  empty  houses  in 
the  place,  entirely  owing  to  the  ruination  of  the 
coast  fishery.  The  inquiry  was  supposed  to  be 
confined  to  the  condition  of  territorial  waters,  but 
of  course  it  could  not  be  held  too  strictly  to  that, 
so  that  the  story  was  really  a  story  of  the  reckless 
ruin  of  the  fishery  within  and  without  territorial 
xvaters.  The  trawlers  tried  to  make  out  them¬ 
selves  the  real  Simon  Pures,  but  the  tale  would 
not  hold  water.  As  I  must  not  write  too  long  a 
letter,  I  shall  not  refer  to  your  correspondent’s 
notion  of  “  the  eggs  of  all  our  food  fish,  with  the 
exception  of  those  of  the  herring,”  floating  on  the 
surface,  further  than  to  say  that  the  fishermen  of 
this  coast  reject  the  notion,  and  contend  that 
herring,  haddock,  whiting,  crabs,  lobsters,  and 
flat  fish  spawn  inshore  in  shallow  water  and  on 
the  ground  for  the  purpose  of  fructification  where 
some  of  them  live,  move,  and  have  their  being, 
and  that  whatever  the  other  food  fish  may  do  does 
not  affect  our  argument  as  to  the  destruction  of 
spawn  and  immature  fish  by  the  trawling  system. 

It  appears  as  though  nothing  but  an  absolute 
dearth  of  fish  will  bring  the  British  nation  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  this  question. 

For  the  steps  recently  taken  for  the  protection 
of  the  fishery,  though  they  are  entirely  insufficient, 
they  are  in  the  right  direction ,  i.e ,  of  husbanding 
the  resources  of  the  sea ;  and  we  are  thankful 
that  that  insane  policy  represented  by  the  twaddle 
as  to  “  the  inexhaustibility  of  the  sea,’’  is  now  at 
a  discount,  so  that  a  wiser  one  of  “  waste  not, 
want  not,”  may  come  to  be  more  thoroughly 
enforced. — I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Bervsick-on-Tweed.  Joseph  John  Hills. 


HOW  TO  RETEMPER  OR  HARDEN  BRASS 
WIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
“  Poorbeah,”  there  is  no  way  in  which  to  harden 
brass  wire  after  it  has  been  softened  by  heating. 
Brass  is  a  mixture  of  copper  and  zinc,  and  be¬ 
comes  hard  only  by  compression  in  drawing 


through  the  draw-plate,  or  by  being  tapped  on  an 
anvil,  which  is  of  course  impossible  when  curled. 
Amateur  rod  makers  will  find  steel  piano  wire  far 
superior  to  any  other ;  it  is  many  degrees  stronger, 
hence  one  quarter  the  size  of  brass  will  suffice. 
It  can  be  easily  softened,  hardened,  and  tem¬ 
pered,  and  if  rust  is  feared  nickel-plating  is  not 
expensive.  I  have  made  for  my  own  use  some 
pike  tackle  with  wire  no  thicker  than  stout  gut. — 
Yours  truly,  _ _  Roff  King. 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  much  interested  in  Mr. 
Shrubsole’s  “  Stray  Notes  ”  in  last  week’s  F.  G. 
I  hope  tackle  makers  will  notice  his  remarks.  I 
have  been  treated  by  tackle  makers  in  the  manner 
described — good  material  at  the  beginning,  and 
then  rubbish  ;  but  when  they  send  stuff  that  I  am 
obliged  to  “  leave  on  the  plate,”  I  promptly  leave 
them,  and  take  care  to  warn  my  friends  of  the  said 
makers.  If  all  anglers  would  do  the  same  it  would 
go  far  to  improve  much  of  the  tackle  sold.  I  have 
been  a  constant  reader  of  the  F.  G.  for  several 
years,  but  don’t  remember  ever  seeing  anything 
about  the  manufacture  of  drawn  gut.  Would  Mr. 
Shrubsole  kindly  explain  the  difference  between 
drawn  and  undrawn  gut?  I  think  it  would  be 
information  to  many  of  your  readers. — Yours 
truly,  _ R.  D.  E. 

PUNT  POLES. 

Sir, — One  of  your  correspondents  wishes  to 
know  the  correct  name  of  the  poles  used  by 
Thames  aud  other  puntsmen.  The  heavy  iron- 
shod  single-pointed  pole  is  called  a  mooring  peck. 
The  pole  used  for  pushing  the  punt  along  has  two 
points,  placed  awry,  like  the  letter  Y ;  hence  its 
name  is  au  “  awrypeck,”  but  for  shortness  is 
called  rypeck — awrypeck  should  be  the  proper 
designation.  The  reason  of  it3  two  awry  points 
is  obvious,  as  they  dig  into  the  gravel  a  sufficient 
depthfor  punting,  for  which  a  single  pointed  pole 
would  be  useless. — Yours  truly,  T.  R  Sachs. 


A  QUERY. 

Sir, — I  wish  to  hang  my  rods  in  their  bags,  and 
at  the  sam9  time  protect  them  from  dust  and  in¬ 
jury.  Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  there  is 
such  a  case  made? — Yours,  &a,  Owl. 


FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  require  a  typewriter  to 
answer  all  the  letters  I  have  received  from  anglers 
in  various  parts  of  Englaud,  asking  for  particulars 
of  the  fishing,  &c.,  in  the  Shannon  and  Lough 
Derg  at  this  station,  as  promised  in  my  note  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  As  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  reply  to  each  letter  separately,  perhaps 
you  will  kindly  permit  me  to  say — for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  your  angling  readers— that,  in  addition  to 
the  preserves,  there  is  also  a  large  extent  of  free 
water  good  for  salmon,  grilse,  trout,  pike  and  perch. 
On  the  free  salmon  beats  several  fine  springers, 
varying  in  weight  from  111b.  to  17 lb. ,  have  been 
taken  this  week.  Several  baskets  of  trout  have 
also  been  killed  on  the  same  water.  Of  course 
May  and  June,  when  the  Green  Drake  is  “  up,”  is 
the  best  time  for  the  lake  trouting.  Millions  of 
big  brown  and  Gillaroo  trout  are  about  then.  In¬ 
tending  visitors  to  Ivillaloe  would  do  well  to  form 
parties  of  two,  four,  or  six  persons,  as  the  cost  of 
board,  apartments,  and  boats  would  come  so  much 
lighter  on  each.  In  my  private  fishing  quarters, 
which  are  close  to  the  river,  I  could  put  up  a 
party  of  four  or  six.  Time  occupied  between 
London  (Euston  Station)  and  Ivillaloe  about  six¬ 
teen  hours.  Return  tickets  available  for  a  month 
are  issued  at  very  reasonable  rates  by  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company. — Yours 
truly,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Ivillaloe,  Ireland. 


STEEL  TRACES. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  “  Laxoring  ”  respecting  the 
use  of  steel  traces  on  Loch  Tay,  I  used  them  there 
this  season,  and  if  they  are  properly  dealt  with  I 
feel  sure  they  will  give  satisfaction.  They  should 
be  carefully  kept  from  “  kinking  ”  both  on  and  off 
the  line,  or  else  they  may  break.  Otherwise 
they  will  stand  a  lot  of  strain,  &c.,  especially 
when  playing  a  fish,  and  I  do  not  think  will  break 
even  though  struck  hard  by  a  fish’s  tail  after  a 
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leap.  I  am  told  it  is  a  good  thing  to  oil  them 
after  use.  I  believe  they  do  not  use  them  for 
more  than  two  fish  ;  aud  as  in  trolling  they  have 
always  a  good  deal  of  wear  and  tear,  and  besides 
they  have  the  merit  of  being  very  cheap,  it  is 
better  at  all  events  to  put  them  aside  after  a 
couple  of  days  or  so.  There  is  nothing  so  bad  as 
retaining  worn  tackle.  “  Laxoring  ’’  will  find  that 
the  boatmen  on  the  loch  have  a  divided  opinion 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  steel  traces.  At  the  west 
end  they  swear  by  them,  but  not  so  at  the  east 
end  of  the  loch. 

Perhaps  they  may  he  said  to  rank  next  to  single 
gut,  and  as  really  good  single  gut  is  not  only  ex¬ 
pensive,  but  really  very  difficult  to  procure,  they 
offer  a  fair  substitute  for  it. 

They  can  be  obtained  from  H.  Horwood,  Ivillin, 
Loch  Tay. — Yours,  &c.,  Tight  Line. 


Sir, — Having  just  returned  from  fishing  at  Loch 
Tay,  and  having  had  some  years’  experience  of 
salmon  fishing  both  there  and  at  Loch  Naver, 
will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  answer  the  letter  of 
“  Laxoring  ”  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  re 
“  Steel  Traces”  ? 

My  opinion  is,  don’t  use  them,  as  they  are  not 
thoroughly  reliable  for  salmon  fishing.  For  a 
direct  steady  pull  like  a  pike  gives,  nothing  can  he 
better,  as  I  have  tested  mine  up  to  251b.  ;  but  then 
one  cannot  rely  upon  that  steady  pull  with  salmon. 
Occasionally  you  may  hook  one  who  is  all  over 
the  place,  jumping  like  mad  out  of  the  water, 
spinning  round  and  round  “  like  a  kitten  after  its 
tail,”  rolling  over  and  over,  shaking  its  head 
violently  to  get  rid  of  the  hooks,  like  a  trout,  &c. 
Though  you  may  not  lose  a  fish  once  in  several 
years  through  the  trace  kinking,  it  is  not  pleasant 
to  have  the  dread  that  it  may  do  so  always  pre¬ 
sent  whilst  you  are  playing  a  fish.  For  instance, 
I  lost  a  fine  fish  of  about  251b.  at  Loch  Tay  about 
three  weeks  ago  through  my  steel  trace  kinking. 
The  instant  he  was  hooked  he  went  off  like  a  race¬ 
horse,  taking  out  about  one  hundred  yards  of  line; 
when  he  eased  I  gradually  wound  him  up,  giving 
him  line  again,  when  he  made  another  rush. 
This  went  on  for  about  a  quarter-of-an-hour, 
when  he  commenced  jumping,  and  rolling  over  and 
over  in  the  water.  He  must  evidently  have  then 
kinked  the  steel  trace,  for  at  his  next  rush  it 
parted  at  a  pressure  of  not  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound,  as  he  was  merely  running 
on  the  reel  with  the  rod  well  up.  Mr.  William 
Black  lost  one  just  the  same  way  at  Loch  Naver 
about  three  years  ago.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
that  after  this  I  discarded  the  steel  traces  (which 
I  had  put  on  for  an  experiment),  and  resumed  my 
gut  traces,  which,  although  not  capable  of  bearing 
so  much  strain  as  the  steel,  are  more  reliable,  and 
not  subject  to  kinking.  I  have  tested  my  gut 
traces  up  to  121b.  without  breaking,  and  that  is 
quite  enough  for  me,  as  I  would  guarantee  to  land 
a  501b.  salmon  at  considerably  less  strain.  No 
doubt  steel  traces  are  finer  (and  very  much 
cheaper)  than  gut,  and  looking  down  into  the 
water  appear  less  visible ;  but  you  must  take  it 
from  the  fish’s  point  of  view,  and  look  upward  at 
them  through  the  water.  Then  you  will  find  that 
gut  being  transparent  is  much  less  visible.  The 
great  objection  is  the  number  of  clumsy  swivels 
fishing-tackle  manufacturers  will  persist  on  put¬ 
ting  on  ;  but  the  new  Phantoms  fitted  with  the 
patent  swivel  will  obviate  the  use  of  so  many,  and 
all  that  are  needed  is  one  at  each  end  of  the  three- 
yard  trace. — Yours  truly,  W.  C.  Cutler. 

Addiscombe. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Sir, — Your  cori  esp  indent  would  find  Bettws-y- 
Coed  a  very  good  headquarters  from  which  to  fish 
the  rivers  and  streams  in  that  charming  part  of 
the  principality.  A  small  charge  is  made  for  the 
privilege  of  fishing — a  few  shillings  for  the  whole 
season,  hut  tickets  for  shorter  periods  are  granted. 
The  little  river  Hugwy  joins  the  Conway  at  Bettws, 
and  a  ticket-holder  can  fish  the  whole  way  up  to 
Capel  Curig,  when  the  angler,  if  he  is  favoured 
with  a  good  breeze,  may  have  good  sport  on  the 
lakes  there.  The  fish  in  the  river  do  not  run  very 
large.  Last  autumn,  when  the  river  was  very  low 
and  clear,  I  caught  a  nice  trout  a  little  way  above 
the  Pont-y-Pair  Bridge  which  weighed  close  upon 
2Ilb.  But  I  do  not  think  many  of  this  weight  can 
be  usually  got.  There  is  plenty  good  hotel  and 
lodging  accommodation  to  be  got.  I  would  specially 


recommend  Mrs.  Hugh’s,  Fronhenlog.  She  should 
be  written  to  beforehand  to  engage  rooms.  Another 
good  stopping  place  is  Trefriw,  near  Llanrwst. 
It  is  close  to  Lake  Crafuaut  aud  other  waters 
which  have  been  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout 
from  Ilowietoun.  The  Belle  Yenu  Hotel  is  capital 
in  every  respect,  and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  T.  Dutton, 
an  enthusiastic  angler,  who  would  no  doubt  give 
your  correspondent  every  information  regarding 
the  fishing. — Yours,  &c.,  Henry  Ffennell. 


Sir,—-”  A.  H.  E.”  can  obtain  good  free  trout 
fishing  in  Lakes  Coron  and  Maelog,  Anglesey,  if 
he  takes  his  headquarters  at  Bodorgan  or  Aber- 
ffraw.  April  is  a  good  month  for  shore  fishing, 
and  waders  are  not  wanted.  There  are  also  good 
free  streams  about  and  dry  common  to  walk  over. 
He  may  go  farther  and  fare  worse. — Yours,  &c., 

W.  H. 


THE  DELVINE  WATER. 

Sir, — I  have  seen  “  M.  G.’s  ”  letter  in  your  issue 
of  the  21st  March.  I  may  state  that  I  know  the 
Tay  as  well  as  “  M.  G.”  possibly  can  know  it,  and 
that  stretch  of  six  continuous  miles  is  simply  a 
stretch  of  imagination.  The  Birnam  Hotel  water 
proper,  which  is  only  three  days  a  week,  begins  at 
the  Dane’s  burn  and  terminates  at  Tronach 
Craig,  about  one  mile  and  a  half.  On  the  alter¬ 
nate  days  it  is  Eastwood  water,  and  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Athol.  Then  the  Murthly  Castle 
water,  which  is  every  day  from  Tronach  Craig  to 
West  March  of  Stenton,  about  another  mile  and 
a  half  ;  then  three  days  a  week  for  a  half  mile  — 
the  alternate  days  it  is  Stenton  water.  Then 
from  East  March  of  Stenton  to  Deil’s  burn,  three 
days  a  week  (about  two  miles  and  a  half)  on 
alternate  days.  The  last  stretch  is  the  upper 
water  of  Delvine  proper,  three  days  a  week,  and 
on  the  Murthly  days  it  is  the  lower  water  of 
Murthly  proper.  If  either  party  fishes  the  water 
on  their  neighbours’  days  they  are  liable  to  pro¬ 
secution.  Each  party  holds  their  lease  from  dif¬ 
ferent  proprietors.— Yours,  &c  ,  Salmo. 


TURBOT  AND  BRILL  VERSUS  PLAICE. 

Sir, — One  evening  at  the  Aquarium  I  met  the 
managing-director,  Captain  Molesworth,  who  took 
me  to  his  office  to  see  two  fish  a  local  fishmonger 
had  brought  in  to  present  to  the  Aquarium,  as  in 
his  opinion  they  were  something  out  of  the  way, 
and  deserved  putting  in  a  glass  case,  with  the 
donor’s  name  on  it.  The  man  showed  us  what 
he  called  two  plaice,  of  about  21b.  weight  each. 
One  had  the  eyes  on  the  right  side  of  the  head, 
and  on  the  other  the  eyes  were  on  the  left  side. 
I  pointed  out  to  him  that  one  was  a  brill,  and  the 
other  a  plaice.  Plaice  have  their  eyes  on  the 
right  sides  of  their  heads,  turbot  and  brill  have 
theirs  on  the  left  side.  The  fishmonger  walked 
off  with  his  fish,  all  the  better  for  a  little  know¬ 
ledge  imparted  to  him. — Yours  truly, 

_ T.  R.  Sachs. 


THE  MARCH  BROWN  AGAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — A  greater  weekly  boon  than  usual 
has  your  paper  been  to  me  of  late,  and  I  must 
thank  you  very  much  for  ventilating,  and  your 
correspondents  for  helping  to  elucidate,  the  March 
Brown  question.  Mr.  Hevit’s  article  of  the  14th 
ult.  I  feel  sure  must  have  been  specially 
welcome  to  many,  and  his  birch  bark  pattern, 
with  double  hackle,  looks  very  tempting.  I  notice 
too  a  likely  west  country  pattern  in  your  issue  of 
21st  ult.  with  grey  quill  body  and  partridge  hackle, 
somewhat  resembling  a  Scotch  pattern,  which  has 
the  addition  of  scapular  woodcock  wing,  but  the 
body  is  too  cold,  and  would  be  improved  by  dyeing 
in  medium  olive. 

The  March  Brown  he  s  been  a  hobby  of  mine  for 
some  time ;  in  fact,  having  made  myself  a  bore  to 
all  my  friends,  I  was  constrained  to  carry  my  woes 
to  the  F.G.  One  day,  some  years  ago,  I  was 
lazily  musing  on  this  subject  by  a  northern  stream, 
when  an  old  native  foregathered  with  me,  and 
told  me  how  when  he  was  a  boy,  somewhere  in  the 
forties,  he  had  learned  the  secret  of  tying  March 
Browns  with  hare  lug  and  partridge,  and  how  he 
could  fill  his  creel  with  his  new  pattern.  “  But,” 
he  added,  sadly,  “  they’re  me  use  now  ;  the  troots 
are  there  a’  richt,  but  they’ll  no  luik  at  them  at  a’.” 
Perhaps  the  old  fellow  was  right,  and  the  pattern 


which  was  good  enough  for  trout  in  the  forties  is 
getting  antiquated  in  the  present  year  of  grace. 

Older  anglers  than  myself  maybe  able  to  throw 
light  upon  this  point,  but  meanwhile  it  may  bo 
worth  the  angler’s  while  to  make  an  effort  to 
improve  the  old-fashioned  patterns,  and  I  trust 
that  the  articles  and  letters  which  have  appeared 
in  your  columns,  while  showing  that  the  ideal 
March  Brown  yet  remains  to  be  tied,  will  induce 
thoughtful  fishermen  not  to  discard  the  fly  as  a 
mysterious  failure,  but  rather  to  endeavour  to 
workout  this  problem  of  fur  and  feather,  and  then 
of  course  generously  to  communicate  their  dis¬ 
coveries  to  their  brothers  of  the  angle. — Yours 
truly,  _  H.  C.  B. 


BAIT  IN  PONDS  AND  LAKES. 

Sir, — Will  any  correspondent  kindly  say  what 
is  the  best  ground-bait  for  large  ponds  and  lakes 
in  East  Lancashire,  containing  eels,  perch,  roach, 
tench,  rudd,  and  large  quantities  of  bream?  What 
are  best  baits,  and  also  say  if  eels  will  take  any 
bait  during  April  and  May  ? — Yours  truly, 

_  F.  C.  T. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Sir, — In  the  article  on  “  Angling  at  Littleport,” 
of  March  21,  by  “  Old  Hand,”  there  is  a  slight 
mistake  concerning  myself.  It  says,  “  His  charge, 
five  shillings  per  day,  includes  railway  fare  from 
Cambridge.”  It  should  be  “  five  shillings  per  day, 
and  fare  from  Cambridge.” — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 
Burleigh-street,  Cambridge.  Charles  Allen. 


WATER  TEMPERATURE  AND  THE  SUC¬ 
CESS  OF  SALMON  ANGLING. 


Sir, — The  longer  I  continue  making  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  temperature  of  the  water  and  of  the 
air,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  the  secret  of  the 
angler’s  success  (other  conditions  being  favour¬ 
able)  lies  mainly  in  the  matter  of  temperature.  I 
once  heard  a  gentleman  who  was  an  angler  say 
that  he  would  rather  fish  for  salmon  in  ignorance 
of  this  fact,  because  he  then  fished  in  hope;  “  but 
hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick,”  and  those 
who  would  like  to  know  the  best  fishing  tempera¬ 
ture  may  be  enlightened  by  studying  the  following 
table : — 


Ait 

Water 

N  .  of 

Date. 

Temp. 

Temp. 

Fish 

Remarks. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

landed 

April  2 
6 


8 

9 

10 

14 

15 
1(3 
17 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
26 
27 

25 

29 

30 


534 

40 

404 

404 

46“ 

51 

474 

434 
464 
45 ? 
40 
16, 4; 
44 

48/5, 

47  i 

44 

51 

44? 

40* 

43 


414 

424 

42A 

40 

404 

464 

44? 

45? 

46.1, 
45 

45 
46A 
45? 

47.1, 
46* 
47A 
49.4 
484 

46 
45? 


0 

3 
1 
0 

4 

38 

28 

26 

34 

29 

25 

8 

14 

13 

8 

13 

17 

6 

12 

7 


Total  for  eight  rods,  286. 


May 


Gale. 

Showery  and  dull. 

Squally,  with  showers. 

Heavy  rain. 

Fine. 

Dull,  a  little  rain  occasionally. 
Dull,  good  breeze. 

Cold,  showers  of  hail. 

Dull,  good  breeze. 

Cold  and  dull. 

Very  cold  and  dull. 

Bright  sunshine. 

Dull,  cloudy. 

J  Dull,  light  breeze. 

I  Blinks  of  sunshine. 

Dull,  some  rain. 

Mild,  some  rain, 
j  Cold,  bright,  hail  showers. 

I  Dull,  good  breeze. 

I  Cold,  strong  breeze. 

Moan  river  temp.,  444  degs. 
Bright. 

Fine. 

Dull,  cloudy. 

Dull,  light  breeze. 

Dull,  clouds  low. 

Mild,  light  breeze. 

Cold,  light  breeze,  rain. 

Cold,  showery. 

Cold,  bright. 

Cold,  cloudy,  sleet  showers. 
Calm,  cloudy. 

Cold,  raining. 

Fine. 

Dull. 

Dull,  raining. 

Raining. 

Fine. 

Dull,  raining. 

Dull. 

I  Cloudy. 

Mean  river  temp.,  52  degs.  F. 
Archibald  Harper. 

Halkirk,  Caithness,  N.B. 

[We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Harper  for  this  interest¬ 
ing  table,  but  there  is  much  philosophy  in  that 
gentleman’s  remark. — Ed.] 


50  i 
50,  v 

»  I 

DOp'ij 

51| 
58? 
42  A 
44,7(7 
47? 
47  ,V 
52  ?  | 
42*  | 
50? 
50  A 
47, v 
50, v, 
52 
46* 
46?  I 
52 rY 


494 

47  A 

51? 

51 A 

521 

53? 

50  A 

50 

47? 

53 

50A 

49  A 
49? 
53? 
52  A 
53? 
49? 
491 
46? 

50 


5 
2 

12 

2 

3 

4 
13 
8 

11 

12 

4 

8 

6 

4 
22 
10 

5 
4 
4 
I 


Total  for  eight  rods,  140. 


TO  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — Now  that  the  fence  months  are  once  more 
upon  us,  and  angling  clubs  will  no  doubt  be  look¬ 
ing  over  and  revising  their  rules  for  the  ensuing 
season,  I  trust  that  they  will  not  forget  the  all- 
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important  and  much  needed  alterations  as  re¬ 
gards  gross  weight  fishing  and  the  present  tin- 
pot  sizes  of  fish.  Taking  gross  weight  fishing 
both  for  j’early  and  monthly  competitions,  nothing 
is  doing  our  rivers  greater  harm,  for  every  fish  just 
the  miserable  six  or  seven  inches  brought  to  bank  is 
bagged  without  any  thought  of  the  near  future. 
Only  the  other  Sunday  I  saw  an  example  of  this 
whilst  fishing  the  river  Cam,  where  there  are 
specimen  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  perch  in  galore. 
There  some  anglers  were  fishing  a  monthly  com¬ 
petition  for  gross  weight ;  they  had  to  get  half-a- 
pound  of  fish  to  win  a  prize  ;  they  were  taking 
dace,  &c.,  just  over  the  size.  Other  anglers  were 
trying  to  run  in  on  the  post  for  the  year’s  gross 
weight.  Into  the  bag  go  the  scripers,  without  any 
thought  cf  how  long  we  are  going  to  get  roach  j 
up  to  If  lb.,  and  dace  up  to  lib.,  if  they  take  all 
the  babies  that  come  to  hook.  If  they  must  have 
gross  weight,  let  them  raise  the  standard  of  sizes; 
put  one  or  two  inches  on,  and  never  mind  the  pot¬ 
hunters’  cry  of  “  We  shall  never  get  Let 

them  wait  a  season  or  two,  then  they  will  reap 
their  reward,  or  as  sure  as  roach  rods  are  roach 
rods,  if  the  existing  state  of  things  goes  on  nobody 
will  get  any  fish,  and  the  sizes  will  have  to  be 
lowered,  and  fish  stuffing  will  be  a  trade  of  the 
past  as  regards  the  fish  from  public  waters.  Now, 
Mr.  Editor,  I  contend  that  it  is  far  better  to  see  a 
man  come  into  his  club  with  one  or  two  roach  of 
lib.  or  so  each  than  it  is  to  see  another  shoot  101b. 
or  121b.  out  of  his  bag  that  half  of  them  have  to 
he  measured  by  the  clerk  of  the  scales  to  see  if 
they  are  sizeable,  as  I  have  seen  done  frequently. 
Look  at  an  eighteen  inch  jack.  Great  Scot, 
what  a  fish  !  All  head  and  tail !  Four  or  even  six 
inches  on  top  of  him  would  not  hurt.  I  trust 
that  we  shall  soon  hear  of  some  influential  club 
or  association  calling  a  meeting  amongst  the 
London  anglers  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  the 
matter.  I  know,  Mr.  Editor,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  rely  on  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  staff  for 
their  support.  Apologising  for  troubling  you  at 
such  length, — I  remain,  yours,  &c., 

R.  L.  Atchison. 


Perch  Spawn.— Should  now  be  ordered  at  once.  Halches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  apparatus  required.  Printed 
instructions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage.— J.  J.  Armistead, 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 


TRENT  POLLUTION  AND  THE  TRENT 
FISHERY  BOARD. 

Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  see  your  Nottingham  j 
correspondent  has  noticed  this  subject  in  such  an 
earnest  manner,  and  is  also  “  wanting  to  know  ” 
what  the  Trent  Conservancy  Board  do  with  their 
funds  besides  paying  salaries  ;  so  do  many  others. 

Our  trout  licenses  have  been  raised  from  one 
shilling  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  now  a 
one  shilling  rod  tax  for  coarse  fish  is  proposed  ; 
the  one  shilling  will  do  no  one  any  harm,  and  no 
true  sportsman  will  object  to  it,  but  he  will  want 
to  know  what  be  is  going  to  have  for  it  (not  like 
the  trout  licences,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for 
nothing),  and  will  require  a  rare  good  shilling’s 
worth  too,  or  every  angling  club  in  the  district 
will  be  up  in  opposition. 

The  pollution  question  is  the  great  one  for  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board  to  tackle,  and  your  corre¬ 
spondent  will  be  pleased  to  know  there  are  now 
several  gentlemen  on  the  Board  who  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  press  the  subject,  and  generally  astonish 
the  Rip  Van  Winkles  who  have  ruled  so  long. — 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  Splodgkr. 

— 

PREPARING  PITH  FOR  CHUB  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — No  better  pith  fishermen  exist  than 
the  Trent  anglers,  and  their  ways  of  preparing  : 
that  killing  winter  bait  for  chub  are  numerous. 
Some  boil  it,  others  scald  it,  and  many  use  it  raw. 
Some  wash  it  perfectly  clean,  others  use  it  with¬ 
out  washing — and  all  kill  chub.  To  my  mind 
the  best  way  is  the  one  in  which  the  angler  has 
most  faith.  Of  course,  in  all  cases  the  outer 
skin  of  the  pith  is  taken  off,  and  this  is  best  done  ! 
by  cutting  from  end  to  end  with  a  pair  of  fine-  : 
pointed  scissors.  Here  is  the  result  of  my  enquiry  ! 
j  of  two  members  of  the  Newark  Piscatorials  on  i 
Saturday  evening.  “  Frank,  how  do  you  prepare 
your  pith  ?”  “  Oh  !  I  take  off  the  outer  skin,  wash  j 
it  perfectly  clean,  cut  it  in  lengths  of  about  fin., 
and  scald  it  in  boiling  water  or  milk.”  This  ] 
method  makes  the  ends  of  the  pieces  bulge  out, 
and  gives  a  very  attractive  appearauce.  No.  2. 

II  Alf,  how  do  you  cook  your  pith  for  chub  fishing?”  j 
“  Cook  it  1”  replied  he,  with  a  smile  ;  ‘‘I neither 
wash  it  nor  cook  it ;  I  simply  take  off  the  outer 
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skin,  and  use  it  without  any  preparation.”  If 
Mr.  Burton  tries  either  of  these  methods,  and 
fishes  fine  and  far  off,  he  will  succeed. — Yours 
faithfully, _ Trentsider. 


SPECIMEN  DACE. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  “  Giant’s  ”  inquiry  as  to  the 
size  of  the  specimen  dace  taken  by  Mr.  Howard, 
of  the  Anglers’  Pride  A.S.,  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
have  one  in  my  possession  taken  close  to  the 
same  place  as  Mr.  Howard’s  on  Feb.  9,  1887, 
which  weighed  on  Monday  at  the  office  of  Fish¬ 
ing,  twenty-four  hours  after  its  capture,  lib.  loz. 
The  extreme  length  is  13^in. ;  depth,  3jin.  Trust¬ 
ing  that  this  information  will  be  of  service  to 
“  Giant,” — I  remain,  yours,  &c., 

_  R.  L.  Atchison. 

FISH  MEASUREMENTS. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  January  31,  an  account 
is  given  of  a  fish  being  got  on  Birnam  Hotel  water, 
said  to  be  a  giant,  particularly  for  a  spring  fish, 
within  a  shade  of  401b. ,  measuring  4ft.  in  length 
by  2ft.  in  girth.  If  these  measurements  are 
correct,  it  must  have  been  in  miserable  condition, 
as  the  girth  was  only  half  the  length.  The  girth 
of  a  pike  averages  more  than  half  its  length,  and 
any  practical  angler  or  fishmonger  knows  that  a 
pike  has  not  anything  like  the  proportional  girth 
of  an  ordinary  spring  salmon. — I  am,  Sir,  yours, 
&c.,  MacNore. 


ONE  PENNY.  SPECIMEN  1$d,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

73eautifui  'ftouJert 
Profitable  'Sarden6 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success.—”  Being  a  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
that  my  succ  ss  is  entirely  due  to  the  information  yon  give 
every  week.” — W.  B. 

Coloured  Plate  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate-streev,  E.O. 
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Ventilated  Fishing1  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  ROOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c. 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


ADVANTAGES. 

1.— The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  ci  me  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2— It  can  be  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3.  — Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4.  — In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5 — When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  place,  at  the  hand  end. 

6  — The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 
mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


Patent  Applied  f.r. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you,  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

Waltoitiana 


The  conservators  of  the  Dee  are  up  in  arms 
concerning  a  proposal  made  by  the  corporation  of 
Chester  to  erect  floodgates  near  the  weir  at 
Chester,  and  so  prevent  the  tidal  water  from  pass¬ 
ing  beyond  that  point.  Ic  is  believed  that  the 
scheme  if  carried  out  would  have  an  injurious 
effect  on  the  Dee  salmon  fisheries. 


Anglers  who  fish  in  the  eastern  counties  should 
make  a  note  of  tho  fact  that  no  fishing  will  be 
allowed  in  the  river  between  Earlham  and  Bow- 
thorpe  until  July  31.  The  landowners  complain 
of  the  destruction  of  spawning  fish  and  damage 
to  the  hay  in  past  seasons. 


The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee 
are  doing  their  best  to  put  a  stop  to  river  pollution 
in  their  district,  which  includes  much  of  the  tidal 
portions  of  the  Thames.  Two  convictions  have 
been  already  obtained,  and  the  magistrates  have 
stated  that  in  future  they  intend  to  inflict  the  full 
penalty  of  £20.  Already  one  pollutor  has  been 
fined  ilO. 


There  is  no  reason  why  anglers  for  coarse  fish 
should  keep  away  from  the  river  side  until  June  15. 
Truly  they  must  leave  their  rods  at  home,  but  in 
observing  the  habits  of  the  fish  at  spawning  time 
they  will  see  much  to  interest  them,  and  may 
forward  coarse  fish  culture  considerably  if  they 
will  note  down  what  they  see  and  communicate 
their  observations  to  the  Press  and  to  the  members 
of  their  clubs,  should  they  belong  to  any.  May 
is  the  time  to  see  what  fish  there  really  are  in 
lake  or  river,  for  when  spawning  fish  seem  most 
reckless,  and  show  themselves  more  than  at  any 
other  time  of  the  year. 


Taking  fish  by  fair  means  or  foul  does  not  tend 
to  improve  the  fishing,  and  where  anglers  abound 
fish  are  apt  to  become  scarce.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  gratifying  to  those  who  have  always  urged 
the  necessity  of  stocking  waters  which  are  over¬ 
fished — as  are,  I  fear,  the  greater  majority — to 
find  that  many  angling  associations  are  taking 
steps  to  keep  up  the  stock  of  fish  in  their  waters. 
The  latest  instances  of  the  kind  which  have  come 
under  my  notice  were  at  Barnsley  and  Ripley. 
At  Barnsley  the  local  angling  association  have 
placed  five  hundred  bream  of  a  pound  weight  and 
upwards  in  the  Barnsley  canal.  The  Ripley 
association  have  decided  to  place  trout  in  the 
river  Amber,  and  to  spend  the  not  very  large  sum 
of  £5  on  pike,  perch  and  bream  for  the  Butterly 
and  Codnor  Park  reservoirs. 


Perch  will  soon  be  spawning,  and  those  per¬ 
sons  who  like  to  attempt  simple  fish  breeding 
cannot  do  better  than  collect  a  little  perch  spawn 
and  hatch  it  out.  Where  perch  are  at  all  nume¬ 
rous  it  will  be  seen  among  the  sedge  close  to  the 
bank,  in  dead  water,  or  where  the  stream  is  not 
strong.  There  is  no  mistaking  it.  At  a  distance 
it  looks  like  a  strip  of  linen  in  the  water,  but  on 
closer  examination  it  will  be  found  to  consist  of  a 
band  of  gelatinous  matter  containing  thousands 
of  eggs.  If  the  fry  are  near  hatching  the  little 
things  can  easily  be  seen  moving  in  the  eggs,  and 
it  will  be  better  to  take  only  those  eggs  which  are 
in  that  interesting  condition.  Whatever  receptacle 
they  are  hatched  in  should  not  be  placed  in  the 
sun  ;  but  the  eggs  require  light,  and  are  not  like 
trout  eggs,  which  are  best  hatched  in  darkness. 


What  to  do  with  the  young  fry  when  hatched 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty.  Everything 
eats  them,  and  most  of  all  sticklebacks.  The 
attempt  made  to  rear  perch  by  the  T.A.P.S.  un¬ 
doubtedly  failed  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
sticklebacks  with  which  the  ponds  were  infested, 
and  screens  through  which  tho  fry  could  pass 
easily.  There  is  no  perforated  zinc  which  will 
keep  them  in  ;  absolutely  none.  A  bank  of  sand 
may  do  it,  or  some  finely- woven  material.  This 
is  no  mere  theory  of  mine,  for  I  write  from  ex¬ 
perience.  Perhaps  the  best  thing  to  do  in  a  river 
would  be  to  enclose  a  portion  of  the  dead  water 
close  to  the  bank  for  about  fifty  yards,  and  make 
it  so  that  at  any  rate  sticklebacks  could  not  get 
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in.  Lay  down  your  eggs  in  this  place,  and  when 
the  fry  hatched,  those  which  remained  inside  this 
nursery  (which  would  be  many  thousands)  would 
be  safe  from  most  of  their  enemies.  Those  which 
foolishly  strayed  away  would  mostly  get  eaten  up. 
Those  who  know  the  difficulty  of  making  a 
nursery  which  will  keep  in  trout  fry  can  under¬ 
stand  the  far  greater  difficulty  of  keeping  in  fry 
about  one-twentieth  the  size  of  a  newly-hatched 
trout. 


Even  in  New  Zealand  it  is  always  the  largest 
fish  which  get  away.  A  few  months  ago,  so  the 
story  runs,  a  Mr.  Archer,  of  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Woodend,  visited  Kaiapoi  to  transact  some 
business  and  to  indulge  in  his  favourite  sport. 
When  he  commenced  fishing  the  trout  were 
jumping  in  all  directions,  but  he  could  not  get 
a  bite.  Night  was  falling,  but  with  those  fish 
jumping  he  would  not  leave  off  trying.  So  he  fished 
on,  and  at  about  four  a.m.  hooked  an  immense 
trout,  which  he  played  until  his  arms  ached  and 
he  nearly  dropped  from  fatigue.  From  early 
morn  till  high  noon  did  he  play  that  fish,  and 
hundreds  of  people  assembled  on  a  suspension 
bridge  and  gave  him  good  advice.  By  the  way,  how 
pleasant  is  that  advice  which  lookers  on  (no 
invidious  reference  to  Mr.  Pritt)  always  think 
themselves  bound  to  give.  It  is  only  when  such 
advice  is  proffered  the  writer  that  he  hates  his 
fellow-men.  I  do  not  know  how  Mr.  Archer 
felt  about  the  suggestions  which  poured  down 
on  him  from  the  suspension  bridge,  but  I,  if  in 
his  place,  should  certainly  blame  them  for  the 
cast  breaking  at  one  p.m.,  and  for  the  consequent 
loss  of  the  fish.  The  monster  was  only  seen  once, 
and  his  weight  was  estimated  at  301b. 

N.B. — This  is  not  a  joke,  and  I  really  do  believe 
that  the  fish  weighed  201b.  One  must  always 
make  allowances,  you  know.  Templar. 


fish  coming  to  his  bait.  To  gentlemen  from  towns 
seeking  rest,  sport,  and  recruiting  of  the 
internal  system,  this  long  stretch  of  fishing  ground 
is  worth  all  the  medicine  in  the  world.  The  pure 
ozone  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  will  fill  his  lungs,  and 
day  by  day  increase  his  appetite  and  vigour.  A 
famous  London  medical  professor,  who  walked 
every  evening  with  the  writer  to  this  part,  remarked 
that  the  air  was  so  pure  and  strong  ho  could  al¬ 
most  live  on  it.  For  the  first  fortnight  he  kept 
lagging  behind  in  the  brisk  w7alk  for  the  bass  ;  in 
the  second  fortnight  he  walked  me  out  of  breath, 
and  seemed  literally  to  have  renewed  his  youth 
like  the  eagle.  It  is  a  pity  such  a  health  restor¬ 
ing  spot  should  not  be  better  known.  The  south 
coast  of  Anglesey  is  becoming  every  year  more 
noted  as  a  watering  attraction.  At  Rhosnegir, 
four  miles  from  Aberffraw,  common  sandy  waste 
land  of  forty  acres  was  sold  last  autumn  for  build¬ 
ing  sites  at  £60  to  £70  an  acre,  and  lodging  houses 
are  fast  springing  up.  The  shore  intervening  be¬ 
tween  the  two  villages  is  noted  for  wrass,  conger, 
cod  and  whiting  pollack,  but  I  never  heard  of  any¬ 
one  meeting  with  a  bass  there.  Among  the  crowd  of 
visitors  who  will  patronise  this  coast  in  the  near 
future,  there  will  surely  be  some  disciple  of  the 
rod  who  would  like  to  try  conclusions  with  the 
bass,  and  these  hurried  notes  may  possibly  be  of 
some  service.  I  can  conceive  no  greater  happiness 
than,  fully  equipped,  on  rough  windy  weather,  to 
fall  in  with  these  shy  and  not  easily  to  be  caught 
fish. 

On  very  fine  weather,  bream,  cod,  pollack  and 
gurnets  are  caught  in  profusion  in  the  bay,  and 
gentlemen  like  Mr.  John  Hughes,  C.E.,  Bias 
Llanguryfan,  in  his  steam  launch,  and  Mr.  R.  D. 
Williams  in  his  boats,  get  sport  unprecedented  in 
the  records  of  deep-sea  fishing. 

With  the  Editor’s  permission  I  shall  write  about 
the  trouting  in  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  Anglesey. 


BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  SOUTH  COAST 
OF  ANGLESEY. 

By  W.  H. 

(  Continued  from  page  120.) 

At  these  Bass  Rocks,  in  the  roughest  weather 
possible,  even  when  a  hurricane  blows,  on  the  first 
half-hour  of  the  flowing  tide  bass  are  almost 
always  found.  I  have  caught  two  or  three  in  that 
limited  time,  ranging  from  51b.  to  81b.,  on  the  lee 
side  of  the  rocks.  But  as  soon  as  the  tide  covers 
one  of  the  boulders,  the  spray  is  blinding,  and  ten 
minutes’  return  walk  will  bring  the  basser  to  the 
Black  Point,  where  the  tide  enters  the  river  Ffraw. 
Here  also,  in  the  roughest  weather,  the  bass 
abound,  and  one  may  fish  the  flowing  and  ebbing 
tide  by  but  little  movements  along  the  rocks.  In 
fine  weather  nets  are  put  across,  and  bass  up  to 
161b.  have  been  taken,  but  I  have  not  seen  the 
angler  yet  who  has  caught  any  of  such  size.  That 
they  are  hooked  occasionally  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Two  years  ago,  I  had  an  arrangement  to 
meet  Mr.  Langtry  at  this  point  by  half-past  four 
in  the  afternoon,  I  going  one  way  to  secure  bait, 
while  he  was  to  meet  me  with  a  large  landing  net. 
A  telegram  in  the  meantime  called  him  suddenly 
away,  and  I  was  left  on  the  precipitous  rocks, 
with  plenty  of  baic,  but  neither  companions,  net, 
nor  gaff.  Three  times  running  bass  ran  my 
whole  line  (about  eighty  yards)  clean  off  and  got 
away.  The  next  fellow  I  checked,  and  had  him 
on  after  his  first  rush  quite  near  me  for  a  long 
time,  and  tried  to  pull  him  on  the  crest  of  a  wave 
to  a  comparative  quiet  corner,  but  he  also  got 
loose;  and  all  those  fish  must  have  been  from  151b. 
to  201b.  The  bigger  fish  come  up  the  river  late 
in  the  autumn,  but  at  that  time  it  is  difficult  to 
get  soft  crabs,  and  one  must  be  content  with 
mussels,  which  may  have  been  kept  in  a  pool  for 
months,  and  though  alive,  have  not  the  freshness 
and  toughness  they  had  originally.  I  believe 
spinning  would  get  hold  of  them,  and  next 
autumn  intend  to  give  that  mode  a  fair  trial.  But 
for  a  dead  certainty  of  bass,  in  proper  weather, 
let  the  angler  go  to  the  further  side  of  the  bay. 
Here,  in  perfect  solitude  for  three  miles  of  lovely 
rocky  shore,  he  can  enjoy  his  sport  without  tho 
impertinency  of  sight-seers,  bathers,  or  frolick¬ 
ing  boys  shying  stones  to  scare  the  fish  away. 
There  are  plenty  of  gullies  with  high  projecting 
rocks,  where  he  can  stand  sheltered  and  see  the 


Henley,  Nov.  15,  1833. — Yarious  reports  havirg 
been  in  circulation  as  to  the  success  of  our  angling 
society  in  the  preservation  of  the  fish,  with  manv 
a  hint  thrown  out  that  one  part  of  the  water  had 
been  preserved,  the  better  to  stock  and  profit  the 
other  which  had  not  been,  the  committee  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  the  state  of  the  fishery,  and  for  that 
purpose  assembled  with  the  necessary  requisites 
on  Tuesday,  the  12th  inst.  The  first  haul  soon 
silenced  false  rumour  with  her  hundred  tongues, 
three  hundred  brace  of  perch,  besides  other  fish, 
having  come  to  view;  four  more  hauls  were  made, 
and  the  following  quantity  of  fish  was  taken:  seven 
hundred  brace  of  perch,  many  5lb.  a  brace;  of 
jack  but  very  few,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  rushes 
aud  weeds  in  the  “jack  preserve,”  by  which  at 
the  first  haul  nearly  all  the  fish  escaped,  and 
amongst  them  one  about  141b. which  was  seen  twice 
in  the  net;  roach,  au  immense  quantity,  some  near 
21b.  each  ;  one  fine  carp,  near  6lb.,  and  a  fine  sal¬ 
mon  trout  about  41b.  The  fisherman  who  assisted 
states  the  whole  to  be  25awt.  of  fish.  Tho 
“  gentle  craft,”  however,  need  not  lament  at  so 
many  fish  being  taken  out  of  the  river  without 
one  day’s  sport,  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  fish 
were  again  deposited  in  their  native  element. 
Mr.  Page  hoisted  his  cooking  apparatus  at  the 
point  of  one  of  the  aits,  and  the  committee  there 
assembled,  about  thirty  in  number,  to  taste  the 
roach,  which  were  declared  to  be  very  fine.  We 
understand  the  committee  intend  applying  to  tho 
Lord  of  the  Manor,  W.  P.  Freemau,  Esq.,  for 
that  portion  of  the  water  belonging  to 
the  Fawley  Court  Estate,  which,  if  the  society’s 
funds  (at  present  very  low)  will  afford,  and 
they  can  occupy  the  whole  of  the  water 
from  Marsh  Mills  to  Millend,  in  two  years  the 
society  will  have  one  of  the  finest  and  most  beau¬ 
tiful  fisheries  in  the  kingdom.  The  extent  of 
water  preserved  by  the  society  is  about  two  miles,, 
but  not  a  quarter  was  drawn,  the  other  part  being 
staked  to  prevent  poaching.— Sporting  Magazine, 
Dec.,  1833. 

Fish  Farming. — There  are  in  France  about  5,000 
square  miles  of  water,  represented  by  lakes 
aud  ponds  alone,  which  yield  £160,000  annually 
from  the  fish  cultivated  in  them.  In  Austria 
still  water  is  valued  at  36s.  per  acre,  and  to  show 
the  profitable  nature  of  fish  farming,  one  small 
estate  alone  in  Bohemia  forwards  to  Vienna 
annually  500,000  of  carp. 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  EELS.— GASTRO¬ 
NOMIC  ODDITIES. 

Eels  are  regarded  by  the  Scotch  generally  with 
the  greatest  possible  aversion,  amounting  to  a 
loathing  quite  as  great  as  they  would  feel  towards 
snakes,  to  which  they  seem  to  consider  them 
closely  akin.  This  is  really  a  misfortune,  for 
there  is  scarcely  a  loch  or  river  in  Scotland  which 
does  not  swarm  with  them — the  lochs  particularly; 
and  an  excellent  and  easily  attainable  article  of 
food  is  thus  lost  to  them.  They  do  not,  however, 
appear  to  entertain  the  same  repugnance  to 
conger-eels,  which  are  not  unfrequently  eaten  by 
the  fishermen  and  others  living  along  the  coast. 

Strong  as  this  prejudice  is,  I  have  yet  known 
one  or  two  instances  when  inhabitants  of  the 
Highlands  have  been  induced  to  overcome  it,  and 
have  generally  found  that  when  they  had  once 
tasted  the  forbidden  food  (like  Charles  Lamb’s 
Ho-ti  and  Bo-bo,  in  the  case  of  pork),  they  needed 
no  inducement  to  continue  the  same  course  of  diet. 
One  of  these  instances  was  rather  amusing. 
Having,  with  some  friends,  taken  a  moor  in 
Argyleshire  a  few  years  ago,  we  used  to  obtain 
from  the  loch  hard  by  the  lodge  a  good  supply  of 
eels,  for  the  most  part  taken  with  a  wire  eel-pot 
or  trap,  which  we  had  been  at  the  trouble  of 
importing  from  England.  At  the  sight  of  these 
our  old  “  fox-hunter  ”  (whose  avocation  I  will 
mention  presently)  exhibited  such  extreme  and 
ludicrous  horror,  that  our  English  servants,  who 
rather  took  a  pleasure  in  “  baiting  ”  him,  declared 
one  day  that  he  should  have  no  dinner  till  he  had 
eaten  an  eel.  The  poor  old  fox-hunter  at  first 
affected  to  treat  it  as  a  joke,  and  then,  finding  that 
would  not  do,  endeavoured  to  move  them  to  pity. 
However,  it  was  of  no  use  ;  they  were  bent  on  his 
conversion,  and  resolutely  locked  up  his  dinner. 
The  unfortunate  victim  held  out  for  some  hours, 
but  then  his  increasing  appetite  and  the  savoury 
smell  of  the  eel,  which  he  acknowledged  was  good, 
were  together  too  much  for  him,  and  he  gave  in. 
The  eel  was  set  before  him,  when,  strange  to  say, 
he  not  only  finished  it  without  manifesting  any 
repugnance,  but  (like  Oliver  Twist)  asked  for 
more,  and  was  ever  afterwards  happy  to  avail 
himself  of  any  chance  that  threw  an  odd  one  in 
his  way. 

As  it  may  seem  strange  to  English  ears  to  hear 
that  a  fox- hunter  should  have  been  in  a  position 
to  be  thus  cavalierly  treated  in  respect  of  meats, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  inform  the  uninitiated  that  a 
“  fox-hunter  ”  in  the  Highlands  means  a  person 
who  is  paid  by  the  neighbouring  farmers  to  rid 
the  country  of  foxes.  This  he  does  in  all  kinds 
of  handsome  ways — by  gun,  by  trap,  and  some¬ 
times  by  a  motley  pack  of  “  hounds,”  by  which 
they  are  run  to  eartb,  being  afterwards  dug  out 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  if  they  have  escaped 
being  shot  in.  transitu.  The  lively  description  in 
“  Guy  Mannering”  of  a  hunt  of  this  kind  will  be 
vividly  in  the  recollection  of  all  readers  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

Our  fox-hunter  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months,  when  he  was  not  busy  about  his  craft, 
gave  us  his  valuable  services  as  gamekeeper,  dog- 
feeder,  and  general  factotum,  as  well  on  water  as 
land,  assisting  on  the  former  in  the  boats  when 
required.  This  last  occupation,  however,  he  never 
took  kindly  to,  considering  it,  I  fancy,  rather 
below  his  dignity,  and  looking  upon  fishing  in 
general  as  an  ignoble  and  degrading  sport  rather 
than  otherwise.  Shooting  was  his  delight,  when 
euga8e<I  about  which  I  never  saw  a  day  too  long 
or  a  hill  too.  high  or  “  coarse  ”  for  him,  though 
upwards  of  sixty  seasons  had  passed  over  his  head. 
It  was  a  favourite  boast  of  his  that  he  had  been 
forty- three  years  a  fox-hunter  and  never  had 
missed  a  fair  shot  at  a  fox  at  forty  yards — “forrty 
yarrds,  sirr — yees.” 

Besides  eels,  we  used,  whenever  we  could  get 
them,  to  indulge  in  mushrooms,  which  are  also 
objects  of  suspicion  to  Highlanders,  and  generally 
considered  by  them  utterly  unfit  for  food.  One  of 
our  party,  too,  was  curious  in  the  matter  of 
funguses,  and,  not  confining  himself  to  the 
orthodox  mushroom,  used  to  bring  in  all  kinds 
of  ‘‘agarics  and  fungi”  of  as  questionable 
appearance  as  those  described  in  Shelley’s  “  Sen¬ 
sitive  P  ant,’  all  of  which  he  insisted  on  having 
dressed,  and  made  a  point  of  doing  full  justice  to. 
I  was  once  induced  (iu  an  evil  hour)  to  make  an 
essay  on  a  puff-ball,  bang  assured  that  it  would 
be  quite  as  good  as  the  common  mushroom.  Any¬ 


thing  so  nasty  I  never  tasted.  From  its  appearance 
and  consistency  I  could  well  have  imagined  it  to 
be  broiled  slug,  and  its  taste  was,  to  my  palate, 
very  much  what  a  slug  fed  on  decayed  vegetables 
might  have  been.  But  let  the  puff-balls  be  by¬ 
gones,  and  revenons  a  nos  moutons.  After  we  had 
vacated  our  house,  and  the  owner  had  returned 
to  it,  she  one  day  asked  the  gardener  something 
about  our  cuisine ,  upon  which  he  answered,  “  Eh  ! 
they  eat  snakes  and  puddock-stools  ;  just  vermin, 
Mrs.  S.” 

In  a  small  burn  running  into  Loch  Duich  (Ross- 
shire),  I  caught  with  a  fly  (in  1857)  a  curiously  de¬ 
formed  trout,  his  lower  jaw  being  of  the  usual 
length,  but  tbe  upper  one  terminating  abruptly 
close  to  tbe  eyes,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  one 
delineated  by  Yarrell  in  his  book,  “  British  Fishes,” 
Yol.  II.,  p.  108,  except  that  in  this  instance  the 
deformity  was  more  exaggerated.  He  weighed 
about  a  third  of  a  pound. 

Some  notion  of  the  number  of  brown  trout  to  be 
occasionally  met  with  in  parts  of  the  Highlands 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  incident.  In 
the  same  part  of  the  country,  a  short  distance 
above  the  grand  fall  of  the  Glomach  (a  visit  to 
which,  by  the  way,  throwing  itself  as  it  does  some 
360ft.  in  one  unbroken  leap,  would  be  alone  almost 
sufficient  to  repay  a  journey  to  Scotland),  I  took 
up  a  rod  which  happened  to  be  standing  ready  at 
a  tent  set  up  there  by  us  as  an  occasional  sleeping- 
place  and  house  of  call,  and  going  down  to  a  pool 
about  80yds.  below  it,  caught  in  less  than  half-an- 
hour,  without  moving  from  my  place,  thirty-one 
trout.  They  were  mostly  about  pilchard-size, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  which  weighed 
lRb.  I  rose  him  the  first  throw,  but  did  not 
move  him  again  until  I  had  caught  twenty-nine. 
He  was  an  ugly  disgrayiato,  who  looked  as  if  he 
had  his  back  broken  in  his  infancy.  Had  I 
changed  my  ground,  so  as  to  fish  more  water,  no 
doubt  I  should  have  added  to  the  score ;  but  I 
wished  from  curiosity  to  see  what  I  could  do 
whilst  standing  in  that  one  spot.  Apparently  I 
might  have  caught  as  many  more  there  had  I  con¬ 
tinued  fishing,  but  I  was  then  obliged  to  give  up, 
having  other  work  in  hand. 

On  another  occasion,  after  about  three  hours 
and  a-half’s  fishing  in  the  Findhorn,  I  left  off  in 
consequence  of  my  basket  being  crammed  full,  and 
returned  to  the  lodge,  when  I  found  my  take 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  weighing 
26}lb.  I  had  been  fishing  under  difficulties,  hav¬ 
ing  broken  my  rod  in  the  outset.  In  addition  to 
this,  I  had  to  carry  my  own  fish — no  slight  weight 
at  last — and  as  I  was  mostly  wading,  and  had  no 
net,  I  lost  a  great  number.  Under  favourable 
circumstances,  and  fishing  the  whole  day,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  I  could  have  easily  doubled,  if 
not  trebled,  the  score. 

The  following  saying,  which  is  current  amongst 
the  fishermen  on  the  western  coast  of  Scotland,  is, 
from  its  originality  and  grand  suggestiveness,  not 
without  its  merits,  and,  I  think,  worthy  of  pre¬ 
servation  :  “  Seven  sprats  go  to  feed  a  herring; 

seven  herrings  go  to  feed  a  salmon  ;  seven  salmon 
go  to  feed  a  seal ;  seven  seals  go  to  feed  a  whale  ; 
seven  whales  go  to  feed  a  kennan  craw ;  and 
seven  kennan-craws  go  to  feed  the  great  spotted 
ling,  which  lives  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.” 

An  old  gillie  in  service  at  our  shooting-quarters 
used  to  say  that  the  only  fish  he  could  eat  were 
dog-fish  and  salmon,  “  with  maybe  a  sea  trout,”  de¬ 
claring  that  all  the  rest  made  his  “skin  swell.”  How 
this  swelling  developed  itself,  whether  in  head, 
body,  arms,  or  legs,  I  never  could  exactly  make 
out,  for  he  seemed  to  be  rather  afraid  of  being 
“  chaffed  ”  on  the  point,  if  he  entered  more  fully 
into  particulars.  However,  he  was  evident^ 
quite  in  earnest,  and  seemed  thoroughly  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  any  other  kinds  of  fish 
would  have  the  mysterious  and  unpleasant  effect 
he  attributed  to  them. 

We  have  heard  of  strange  modes  of  dressing 
food  in  use  amongst  uncivilised  tribes,  but  I 
doubt  whether  any  “  traveller’s  tales  ”  have 
ventured  on  the  description  of  one  more  eccentric 
than  the  following  mode  of  preparing  skate  for 
the  table,  the  ingenuity  of  which  is  only  surpassed 
by  its  exceeding  nastiness,  and  which  I  was  not  a 
little  taken  aback  at  finding  adopted  in  a  corner 
of  our  own  enlightened  kingdom.  The  fish,  when 
cleaned — a  somewhat  unnecessary“pre!imiaary, 
one  would  think— is  buried  in  wee  horse  dung, 
where  it  is  allowed  to  soak  for  about  twenty-four 
hours.  It  is  then  taken  out  (washed,  wo  hope) 


and  boiled  for  the  table,  where  it  is  presented  as 
“  sour  skate  ” — “  a  varra  deleecious  dish,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  informant,  who  evidently  spoke  of  it 
with  considerable  gusto.  If,  as  has  been  asserted, 
the  progress  of  the  gastronomic  art  affords  a  fair 
test  by  which  to  estimate  the  march  of  civilisation, 
what  conclusion  might  not  be  drawn  from  this 
little  circumstance  with  regard  to  our  friends  of 
the  Hebrides  ? 

If  some  of  tbe  Scotch  have  strange  fancies  in 
the  matter  of  diet,  their  cattle,  it  would  seem, 
occasionally  take  after  them  in  this  respect.  I 
was  one  day  fishing  the  Ness  out  of  a  boat,  when 
I  noticed  a  cow  inquisitively  examining  some 
things  which  I  had  left  by  the  water-side.  On 
landing  I  found  she  had  been  influenced  by  other 
motives  than  those  of  mere  curiosity,  having 
eaten  up  the  whole  of  one  side — the  button  half — 
of  a  new  macintosh.  Happening  shortly  after¬ 
wards  to  meet  the  miller,  whose  property  she  was, 
I  exhibited  to  him  the  mangled  evidence  of  her 
misdeeds,  expecting  at  least  to  meet  with  some¬ 
thing  like  sympathy  for  my  loss.  His  sympathies 
were,  however,  all  on  the  other  side.  He 
surveyed  it  for  some  time  in  silence  and  with  an 
air  of  dejection,  and  then  simply  exclaimed,  “  Eh, 
but  she’ll  no’  be  the  better  o’  the  buttons !  ” — 
From  Simeon’s  “  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History.” 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

It  has  been  remarked,  and  possibly  with  a 
slight  degree  of  truth,  that  in  former  years,  when 
the  angling  season  in  Ireland  became  so  far  ad¬ 
vanced  as  it  now  is,  the  results  showed  a  decided 
superiority  over  the  present.  My  opinion,  how¬ 
ever,  is  that  such  criticism  would  sound  more 
correct  were  it  more  particularly  confined  to  special 
districts  than  applied  in  a  general  sense  to  the 
vast  fishing  grounds  of  the  entire  country.  To  those  who 
arc  deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  sport  here,  or  have 
had  practical  experience  of  it,  it  will  readily  become  ap¬ 
parent  from  the  various  inland  reports,  that  as  the  season 
advances  matters  arc  weekly  assuming  a  brighter  aspect. 
Numerous  considerations  should  betaken  into  account  as 
to  the  cause  and  eftect  of  the  present  lull.  It  is  not  the 
scarcity  of  fish,  for  every  lake  and  river  of  angling  repute, 
fostered  with  care  during  the  close  season,  is  reported  to 
hold  salmon  and  trout  in  abundance.  Numbers  have 
already  been  landed,  and  in  size  and  weight  have  proved 
quite  “up  to  date,”  butan  unusually  severe  spring,  adverse 
winds,  low  water,  want  of  rain,  and  other  things  conducive 
to  deter  sport  have  existed  almost  since  the  start.  April  is, 
however,  looked  upon  in  a  great  many  parts  as  the  very 
best  for  fishing  Irish  rivers,  and  with  an  agreeable  change 
we  will  be  able  to  spell  “  success.” 


Having  visited  and  made  special  inquiries  as  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  salmon  angling  in  Wexford  County,  I  learn  from 
one  of  the  best  authorities  in  the  district  that  the  first  fort¬ 
night  has  opened  with  “a  fa'r  prospect  of  success.”  A  good 
number  of  fish  were  caught  in  the  Slaney.  My  informant 
(a  resident  sportsman)  says  :  “I  never  saw  more  fish  in  the 
Slaney  than  I  have  during  the  past  fortnight."  But  for  the 
causes  mentioned  I  suppose  there  is  no  “rise.”  There  is  a 
good  stretch  above  Enniscortliy  (two  and  a-half  miles),  and 
higher  up  there  are  numerous  preserves.  Vnglcrs  on  this 
river  use  fly,  sprat,  colick,  or  worm  as  bait.  The  Slaney, 
like  many  other  great  rivers,  suffers  much  from  netting, 
which  is  countenanced  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  sur¬ 
prising  the  numbers  of  splendid  fish  that  escape,  and  were 
it  not  for  this  handicap,  the  Slaney  might  fairly  cope  with 
the  great  Shannon  in  the  matter  of  rod  fishing. 


Fishing  in  Wicklow  commenced  on  the  12th  ult.,  but 
owing  to  unfavourable  wind  (a  kind  of  incessant  gale  from 
north)  and  cold  weather,  very  few  rods  have  yet  turned  up. 
However,  trying  as  the  ordeal  was,  Mr.  Geo.  Hunter,  on 
the  Aughrim  river  at  Woodenbridge,  hooked  fourteen 
brown  trout  one  day,  sixteen  another,  and  thirty-nine 
another;  Capt.  Walsh  and  sons  took  fair  baskets  each  of 
very  nice  fish,  averaging  herring  size,  and  some  much 
larger;  all  fished  with  wren  and  hackle.  The  minor  rivers 
through  Ashford,  Roundwood  and  Rathdrum  were  also 
operated  on  by  a  few  rods,  but  with  indifferent  success. 


Publicity  is  given  here  that  the  Connemara  Angling 
Club  is  at  length  about  to  be  floated,  and  no  enterprise 
could  have  better  grounds  to  float  on.  Loughs  Corrib  and 
Mask  are  about  the  finest  lakes  in  all  Ireland.  The  directors’ 
names  are  announced  as  It.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  R.  J.  Martin, 
Esq.,  Major-General  J.  It.  Oliver,  T.  Lawson,  Esq.,  F.  P. 
Gunning,  Esq.,  and  H.  Hodgson,  Esq.  (managing  director). 


Trout  fishing  in  the  Dublin  arena  has  improved  a  littlo 
since  my  last,  and  more  rods  are  now  on  the  rivers.  Fish 
are  plentiful,  but  tho  “rise”  still  remains  limited,  but 
better  luck  next  time. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.— Ed.] 


Holloicay’s  _P/7fs.— Enfeebled  Existence.— This  medicine  em¬ 
braces  every  attribute  required  in  a  general  and  domestic  remedy  ; 
it  overturns  the  foundations  of  disease  laid  by  defective  food 
and  impure  air.  in  obstructions  or  conges  lions  of  the  liver,  lungs, 
bowels,  or  any  oilier  organs  these  Pills  are  especially  serviceable 
and  eminently  successful.  They  should  bo  kept  in  readiness  in 
cvi  ry  family,  as  they  are  a  msdiciuo  without  a  fault  for  young 
persons  and  those  of  feeble  constitutions.  They  never  cause  pain, 
or  i  ritate  the  most  sensitive  uerves,  or  most  tender  bowels. 
Holloway’s  Pills  aie  tho  best  known  purifiers  of  the  blood,  and 
the  best  promoters  of  absorption  and  secretion,  and  remove  all 
poisonous  and  noxious  particles  from  both  solids  ar.d  fluids, 
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NOTE3  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

Tiie  chief  item  daring  tho  Easter  Holidays  was 
a  contest  promoted  by  the  members  of  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  Society,  which  holds  its  meetings 
at  the  Royal  Oak,  Berkley-street.  The  contest 
took  place  in  the  canal,  at  Acton,  on  Easter 
Monday,  in  which  about  forty  of  the  members 
took  part.  The  contest  was  upon  the  same  lines 
as  the  one  I  mentioned  in  my  last  week’s  notes. 
The  time  for  fishing  on  Monday  was  six  hours  instead  of 
two,  as  in  past  contests  ;  the  whole  of  the  fish  taken,  with 
the  exception  of  ruffs,  minnows,  and  gudgeon,  were  kept 
alive  in  the  bait  cans,  and  at  the  end  of  the  contest  were 
placed  in  the  river  Penk,  which  adjoins  the  canal,  and  is 
rented  by  the  society.  During  the  contest  the  wind  inter¬ 
fered  considerably  with  any  large  takes  being  made,  and 
only  a  small  number  of  fish  were  taken.  The  first  winner 
was  Mr.  J.  Atwood.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on 
Tuesday  evening  next. 

Birmingham  docs  not  intend  being  behind  its  London 
friends  in  tho  way  of  having  clubs  for  the  requirements  of 
all  fishermen,  and  the  latest  move  in  this  direction  is  the 
formation  of  a  fly  fishers’  and  pike  fishers’  clubs.  The 
objects  of  the  clubs  will  be  for  the  stocking  of  certain 
streams  with  trout,  and  certain  stretches  of  rivers  and 
pools  with  pike,  and  these  fish  to  be  taken  in  their  proper 
seasons,  which  will,  I  take  it,  be  fixed  bv  the  clubs.  The 
formation  of  the  fly  fishers’  club  will,  I  am  sure,  meet 
with  success,  as  it  is  along-felt  warn  supplied,  and  it  will 
be  one  of  the  means  by  which  the  premier  art  of  fishing 
will  be  brought  to  the  front.  The  club  is  open  for  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  novices  in  this  particular  art  of  fishing,  but 
there  will  be  plenty  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
society  who  will  only  be  too  pleased  to  initiate  the  new 
beginner  and  show  him  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  art. 


One  of  our  Birmingham  clubs,  the  Bordesley  Waltonians, 
held  at  the  Old  Gate  Inn,  Coventry-road,  have  just  had  a 
case  on  with  two  of  the  poaching  fraternity  at  Wolford, 
close  to  Stratford-on-Avon,  for  netting.  This  portion  of 
the  Avon  is  rented  by  the  club  just  named,  and  it  has 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  secretary  that  the  natives 
have  netted  the  water  for  a  considerable  time,  and  defied 
the  society  to  stop  them,  but  Mr.  Hiley,  the  secretary  of 
the  club  in  question,  has  at  last  convinced  them  that  the 
l  ivCT  is  not  altogether  at  their  entire  disposal  for  netting 
purposes,  and  the  action  taken  has  resulted  in  a  conviction. 
Notice  of  appeal  has  been  given  against  the  decision  of 
the  magistrates;  so  I  presume  we  have  not  heard  the  last 
of  the  case,  which  has  excited  much  interest  in  this 
district,  and  the  result  has  been  received  so  far  with 
great  satisfaction,  as  the  Birmingham  and  Redditch  clubs 
rent  a  great  portion  of  the  Avon  in  this  locality,  and  it 
has  been  known  for  a  long  time  that  the  water  has  been 
netted,  and  the  appeal  case  if  it  does  come  on  for  hearing 
will  clear  up  all  doubts  respecting  certain  persons  who 
have  up  to  the  present  defied  the  societies,  and  carried  on 
netting  for  many  years  past. 

Another  Birmingham  society,  namely,  the  Ilighgate 
Park,  intends  not  to  bo  out-done  in  competition  contests,  as 
their  worthy  president,  Mr.  John  Bourne,  has  intimated 
to  me  that  the  society  intends  giving  a  handsome  prize 
for  the  best  specimen  roach,  taken  from  free  waters 
during  the  coming  season.  I  also  hear  of  other  clubs  who 
intend  following  this  example. 


A  few  weeks  ago  I  mentioned  the  great  progress  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  was  making,  and  that 
application  had  been  made  by  the  Cheltenham  Associa¬ 
tion  to  become  affiliated,  and  that  a  new  branch  was 
being  formed  at  Netherton.  I  am  now  pleased  to  inform 
my  readers  that  in  order  to  participate  in  the  delights  of 
angling  and  to  share  the  benefits  of  tho  railway  con¬ 
cessions,  they  have  decided  to  form  an  association,  and 
have,  I  understand,  about  forty  names  on  the  books  as 
members,  and  many  more  down  for  election.  Mr.  J. 
Lane  has  been  elected  president. 


Whilst  upon  this  subject  of  tho  Provincial  Association, 
I  wish  to  remind  my  readers,  and  those  who  are  members 
of  associations  who  do  not  receive  the  concessions  from 
certain  railway  companies,  that  all  information  respecting 
this  important  matter  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  O.  White, 
42,  Tenby-street  North,  Birmingham,  who  will  give  any 
association  or  club  any  information  they  may  require, 
with  a  view  of  their  becoming  affiliated  with  tho  Pro¬ 
vincial  Angling  Association. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

With  the  celebration  of  the  Easter  Holidays 
salmon  anglers  in  the  Nottingham  district  always 
look  forward  to  giving  the  fish  a  fair  and  full  trial 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Trent,  and  this  year 
their  doings  proved  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
Fortunately  for  the  holders  of  licences,  the  water 
could  not  possibly  have  been  ia  better  condition, 
either  for  the  worm  or  the  artificial  bait,  but 
unfortunately,  on  the  other  hand,  the  elements  were  about  i 
as  dreary  as  they  well  could  be.  Amongst  those  on  the 
“  war-path  ”  I  noticed  Mr.  T.  Wood,  who  rents  both 
fisheries,  Mr.  G.  Wood,  Mr.  G.  Drcwry,  and  Mr.  H.  Ifray. 
Several  Derby  gentlemen  were  out  in  the  Shardlow  dis¬ 
trict,  and  sundry  rods  were  at  work  in  the  selected  of  the 
lower  sections,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of  blood  was  shed,  j 
and  it  is  evident  that  so  far  very  few  fish  have  worked  up¬ 
wards.  I  am  afraid  we  shall  never  have  a  year  like  the 
one  of  ’85.  At  that  time  the  sport  was  a  novelty  to  the 
great  bulk  of  our  fishermen,  very  few  of  whom  ever 
dreamt  of  trving  for  the  fish.  Derby  gentlemen  had  gone 
in  for  the  sport  at  Willington,  Foremark,  and  Anchor 
Church,  and  also  on  some  of  the  lower  portions  of  the  Dove, 
but  so  far  as  King’s  Mills  and  Shardlow  arc  concerned, 
they  had  been  entirely  overlooked.  But  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  named,  salmon  were  as  plentiful  as  the  proverbial 
blackberry  in  autumn,  and  numbers  of  really  magnificent 
fellows  were  killed,  not  only  with  the  Devon  and  Derby 
artificials,  but  with  the  worm.  It  was  really  the  splendid 


sport  met  with  that  season  that  set  tho  ball  a-rolhng 
amongst  tho  fishermen  generally  in  our  locality.  Addi¬ 
tional  rod  licences  were  taken  out.  and  such  places  as  Com  - 
wick  Weir,  Avcrham  Weir,  and  Rolloston,  which  had 
always  held  salmon,  but  which  nobody  had  ever  thought 
of  trying  for,  were  frequented,  and  frequented  too  with 
most  satisfactory  results.  There  is,  perhaps,  one  striking 
peculiarity  in  the  habits  of  the  fish.  On  most  recognised 
salmon  rivers  they  will  rise  boldly  to  tho  fly,  but  on  the 
Trent  they  cannot  be  induced  to  accept  one. 

In  the  way  of  recent  anglers’  meetings,  two  of  consider¬ 
able  importance  have  taken  place  at  Derby.  At  the  first, 
held  in  connection  with  the  Pride  of  Derby,  Mr.  C.  F.  Knight 
presided,  and  he  explained  that  the  society  had  already 
convened  one,  and  that  the  present  was  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  protesting  against  a  recent  resolution  passed  by  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board,  who  intended  to  petition  Parliament 
to  have  coarse  fish  included  in  the  working  of  the  Salmon 
Acts  within  their  jurisdiction.  By  this  means  tho  board 
would  have  power  to  levy  a  rod  licence  on  the  coarse  fish 
angler,  and  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling  per  rod,  the  board,  in 
the  district,  would  get  something  like  £2,500  per  annum. 
Correspondence  on  the  subject  was  read  from  various 
angling  societies  in  other  towns  in  the  Midlands,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Strutt,  a  gentleman  well-known  on  the  Derwent, 
wrote,  expressing  himself  strongly  against  the  proposal  of 
the  board,  and  stating  that  he  could  not  point  to  any  single 
act  the  board  had  ever  done  to  benefit  anglers  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  This  meeting  has  been  followed  by  one  called 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Trent  Fishery  District  Anglers’ 
Protection  Association,  and  was  presided  over  by  that, 
noted  dry-fly  angler,  Mr.  Thomas  I.  Hodson,  of  Derby,  and 
a  member  of  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  London.  Many  highly 
important  matters  cropped  up  for  consideration.  In  the 
first  place  Mr.W.  Glossop,  the  hon.  sec.,  submitted  a  batch 
of  correspondence  which  had  taken  place  since  the  last 
meeting,  includingletters  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  Fishery 
Boards,  Angling  Associations,  &c.,  throughout  the  country, 
respecting  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  matters  relating 
to  the  interests  of  anglers  generally,  and  of  further  organis¬ 
ing  the  association.  The  correspondence  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  Trent  Board  was  chiefly  concerning  the 
committee  that  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  latter  to  deal 
with  the  surplus  arising  out  of  the  sale  of  trout  licences.  It 
was  also  stated  that  district  centres  were  in  course  of 
formationat  Nottingham,  Newark,  Lincoln,  Leicester,  Long 
Eaton,  Birmingham,  Burton-on-Trent,  Leek,  Sheffield, 
Ripley,  Matlock,  and  other  places.  A  long  and  interesting 
discussion  next  ensued  as  to  tho  action  of  the  lrent 
Fishery  Board  in  going  to  Parliament  for  increased  powers, 
whereby  they  may  enforce  the  payment  of  a  general  rod 
licence.  As  an  outcome  of  the  whole  discussion  Mr.  A. 
Clark,  of  Matlock,  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board  for  information  as  to  whether— if  the  shilling  licence 
be  adopted— the  anglers  would  have  a  representative  on 
the  board  ;  also  if  the  trout  licence  would  be  abolished,  and 
whether  the  netting  of  coarse  fish  would  be  restricted  by 
heavy  licence  duty,  and  would  regulations  be  enforced 
respecting  dredging.  Mr.  Ault,  of  Derby,  seconded,  and 
the  proposition  was  heartily  approved.  On  hearing  from 
the  board  in  reply  the  association  will  call  a  general  meet¬ 
ing  of  members  for  a  further  discussion  of  tho  subject.  As 
far  as  our  anglers  are  concerned  they  regard  the  resolu  tion 
as  a  most  practical  one,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  do  all  they 
can  to  carry  it  into  effect.  No  decent  fisherman  can  object 
to  be  reasonably  taxed  in  pursuit  of  his  sport,  if,  in  return, 
he  obtains  some  kind  of  protection.  By  this,  I  mean  the 
protection  of  the  fishing  grounds  which  are  open  to  the 
public.  As  matters  now  stand,  all  sorts  of  questionable 
fishing  is  indulged— skull  dragging,  netting,  dynamiting, 
and  the  like  ;  and  yet  if  coarse  fish  only  are  destroyed,  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board  have  no  legal  power  to  interfere. 
Tho  increased  powers  they  now  seek  will,  I  suppose,  cover 
the  humble  denizens  of  the  river,  and  providing  additional 
paid  water  bailiffs  are  employed,  for  the  purpose  of  watch¬ 
ing,  more  particularly  the  open  fisheries,  and  running,  if 
possible,  to  earth  the  dynamite  quarry,  then  I  say  the  pro¬ 
posed  reform  of  the  board  should  be  gladly  welcomed  by 
all  those  who  go  fishing  for  fishing  sake. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


With  the  arrival  of  Easter,  the  commencement 
of  the  fishing  season  in  this  district  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  set  in.  Anyone  visiting  the 
principal  railway  stations  in  and  around  Man¬ 
chester  could  not  fail  to  notice  the  enormous 
number  of  excursionists  equipped  for  angling. .  To 
attempt  any  list  of  their  various  destinations 
would  be  useless  in  these  notes  ;  let  it  suffice  to 
say  that  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales  each  received  a  due 
share  of  patronage,  whilst  all  the  local  resorts  were 
favoured  with  perhaps  too  many  anglers.  The  Dane  is  a 
favourite  river  with  Manchester  and  district  fishermen, 
but  during  the  holidays  a  great  amount  of  snow  water  has 
found  its  way  in,  and  those  who  depended  solely  oil  the  fly 
were  doomed  to  disappointment.  Bottom  fishermen  had 
rather  a  better  time  of  it,  and  succeeded  in  catching  good 
sized  fish,  but  not  so  numerous  a  quantity,  or  in  such  good 
condition  as  might  have  been  expected.  This,  however, 
may,  in  the  next  fortnight,  be  very  much  more  satisfactory 
as  the  weather  gets  into  a  more  settled  state.  One  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  rule  was  the  successful  capture  of  a  fine 
trout  of  31b.  15oz.,  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  novice,  who  was 
enjoying  his  first  day’s  fishing. 

The  emergency  committee  of  the  Manchester  Amal¬ 
gamated  Anglers  met  last  Tuesday  and  considered  a  num¬ 
ber  of  complaints  from  different  clubs.  Careful  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  various  cases  was  made,  and  no  doubt  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  committee  as  to  the  settlementof  the 
same  will  be  accepted  at  the  adjourned  general  meeting. 

The  aggregate  sum  raised  by  the  promoters  of  the 
Shillito  benefit  fund  amounts  to  the  sum  of  £i5.  Shillito 
has  expressed  a  wish  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  his 
gratitude  for  the  assistance  given  him,  and  he  desires  in 
particular  to  thank  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
Messrs.  Timpe.  Hargreaves,  Allsopp,  Seed,  Jones.  Smceth, 
and  Sumner.  They  not  only  worked  hard  in  carrying  out 
the  details,  but  spent  both  time  and  money  other  ways. 

There  is  to  be  a  monster  fishing  competition  for  Man¬ 
chester  anglers,  and  preparations  are  already  in  hand.  1  lie 


main  object  is  to  hold  a  series  of  preliminary  matches  to 
determine  the  champions  of  the  respective  clubs,  and  then 
to  havo  the  whole  of  these  meeting  in  a  final  struggle. 
There  will  be  four  money  prizes,  together  with  a  champion¬ 
ship  medal*  for  tho  first  man ;  and  tho  promoter,  Mr.  8. 
Jenkins,  39,  Hanging-ditch,  Manchester,  will  be  pleased  to 
supply  any  further  information.  The  competition  will  be 
under  the  direct  control  of  Messrs.  G.  S.  Smceth  and  J.  II. 
Chadwick,  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  local  angling 
association. 


OPENING  AT  LIKE  VYRNWY. 

Scene  1  :  Lake  Yyrnwy.  Weather,  dirty.  Time 
— Tuesday  aiternooD,  March  24.  Lessee  discovered 
drilling  the  navy  for  the  forthcoming  campaign. 
Result-two  and  a-quarter  hours’  fishing,  sixteen 
trout  (averaging  lib  ),  and  jboatman  half  drowned 
with  rain. 

Scene  2 :  Billiard-room,  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  on  tho 
long-looked-for  20th  March.  Blizzard  on  very  strong ;  all  the 
hills,  &c.,  covered  with  2in.  of  hailstones,  and  blowing  a 
“whole  gale”;  men  think  room  best  place,  but  presently 
sun  shines  for  a  few  minutes,  and  lessee  rebukes  several 
men  who  are  thus  wasting  time  in  the  house,  and  declares 
he  is  going  fishing  as  soon  as  he  can  finish  in  tho  hatchery. 
This  encourages  the  doubters,  so  lunches  are  packed,  rods 
and  tackle  looked  out,  and  a  few  “Diehards”  face  the 
music.  Result— thirty-two  trout,  all  but  three  from  shore, 
and  weighing  291b.  3oz. ;  best  basket  having  been  made  by 
a  keen  sportsman  from  the  Midlands,  Mr.  A.  P.  Thorneley, 
thirteen  trout,  111b.  2oz.  Freshly-arrived  men  admire 
trout  on  weighing-table,  and  are  astounded  at  fish  being 
caught  in  such  weather. 

Next  morning  blizzard  still  on,  but  two  boats  having  been 
moored  up  the  lake  in  a  sheltered  spot  are  reached  by 
driving  up  the  new  road,  and  about  twenty  rods,  includ¬ 
ing  one  lady,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Best,  begin  tho  day  in  the  least- 
exposed  parts  of  the  lake,  and  after  varied  experiences 
bring  in  one  hundred  and  fourteen  trout,  weight  921b.  2oz. ; 
best  basket,  twenty  tiout,  161b.,  having  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  the  ex-Mayor  of  Liverpool,  a  keen  and  thorough  sports¬ 
man;  and  another  Liverpool  gentleman,  with  his  son,  made 
a  very  good  show  with  twenty-one  trout,  weight  101b.  12oz. 
The  scene  at  weighing  in  was  most  interesting,  as  basket 
after  basket  came  in,  and  everybody  predicted  great  things 
for  the  lake. 

As  a  matter  of  course  there  was  no  trouble  in  turning  the 
men  out  next  morning,  as  nearly  all  had  tasted  blood  and 
fresh  arrivals  had  seen  the  show  of  trout,  which  would  hav  e 
tempted  them  to  face  anything;  as  it  happened  the 
weather  improved  somewhat,  and  Mrs.  Best  having  had 
two  trout  on  Friday,  was  encouraged  to  go  out  again.  About 
five  p.m.  the  baskets  began  to  come  in,  and  the  first  two 
or  three  looked  very  thin ;  but  presently  Mr.  Thorneley 
came  in  with  sixteen  trout,  weight  131b.  4oz.,  nearly  all 
taken  on  a  fancy  fly,  dressed  with  rail  wing  and  flat  tinsel. 
Five  baskets  got  into  double  figures,  and  Mrs.  best  had  to 
her  own  rod  nine  trout,  71b.  8oz.,  which  was  very  good,  as 
the  boat  could  scarcely  live  in  places.  As  evening  drew 
on,  and  several  rods  had  not  weighed  in,  Whittaker  was 
consulted  to  see  if  they  should  be  fined  for  fishing  after 
regulation  time,  and  on  their  arrival  were  “discharged 
with  a  caution.”  6.30  came,  and  then  seven,  and  still  no 
sign  of  a  stalwart  north  countryman,  who  at  last  turned 
up  (having  been  fishing  at  head  of  lake)  with  six  trout, 
61b.  8oz.,  one  weighing  21b.,  and  the  best  looking  fish  caught 
during  the  day.  Result— one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
trout,  1151b.  lioz. 

The  scores  of  these  days  (taken  in  vile  weather)  have  .at 
once  placed  this  lake  in  position,  and  justified  all  which 
has  been  said  about  the  water,  and  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  that  had  there  been  fairly  decent  weather,  over 
three  hundred  trout  would  have  been  taken  each  day,  as 
then  there  was  no  limit  to  number  to  be  taken  ;  but  now,  in 
deference  to  the  strongly-expressed  wish  of  several  true 
sportsmen,  the  limit  will  be  for  one  rod.  fifteen  trout,  and 
two  rods  in  one  boat,  twenty-five  trout.  The  length  of 
takablo  fish  has  also  been  raised  to  12in.— Dicky  Sam. 


The  Whitby  Esk  Fishery  District.— A  specially  con¬ 
vened  meeting  of  tho  Board  of  Conservators  for  tho 
iVhitby  Esk  Fishery  District  was  held  on  Tuesday  for 
he  purpose  of  discussing,  and  if  approv  ed  of  passing,  tho 
’ollowiug  bye-law  “  The  weekly  close  season  shall  com- 
noncc  at  six  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  on  Saturday  and 
terminate  at  six  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  on  Monday  during 
he  season.”  Mr.  E.  W.  Chapman  presided,  and  said  that 
he  net  fishermen  were  desirous  of  making  an  alteration 
n  the  time  which  would  enable  them  to  get  fish  away  to 
he  market  on  the  Monday.  A  discussion  followed,  during 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  fishermen  had  held  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Mr.  Berrington,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries 
inder  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  they  had  explained  to  him 
hat  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  them  if  tho  time 
!or  netting  salmon  could  be  altered  as  suggested,  and  they 
were  of  opinion  that  they  had  satisfied  Mr.  Berrington 
hat  there  could  be  no  objection,  provided  the  Board  of 
Conservators  agreed  to  the  proposal.  Mr.  Rhodes  urged 
hat  this  suggested  alteration  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Irift  fishermen  from  the  north,  and  would  not  benefit  tho 
joast  fishermen  at  all.  If  that  were  so  he  did  not  sco  why 
he  conservators  should  damage  their  river  for  the  sake  ot 
i,  few  drift  fishermen.  The  chairman  remarked  that  he 
jould  r.ot  see  any  harm  in  giving  the  proposal  a  trial,  and 
inally  it  was  proposed  by  Major  Richardson.  ‘  that  the 
'ollowing  bye-law  be  passed  and  sealed:  — 1  he  wcckiy 
fiose  time  shall  commence  at  six  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  on 
Saturday  and  terminate  at  six  o’clock  m  the  forenoon  on 
Monday',  but  that  this  board  desires  _ to  notify  the  net 
Ishermen  that  in  case  the  alteration  is  abused  and  gives 
•ise  to  poaching  during  the  weekly  close  season,  the  board 
will  take  steps  to  revert  to  the  old  limitation  thereof. 
Agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  (Mr.  W.  Brown)  was  instructed 
;o  take  steps  to  obtain  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  Board 


Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vfg.table  and  an  ltial  life 
o  lidi  ponds.  List  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
pulled  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  means  a 
oed  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  c<n- 
, Ualiy  incieasing  sup)  ly.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
iking  l  ink  fleshed  Trout).— Wiitc  to  .1.  J.  Annistead,  Solway 
sliery  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  ot  lish,  fry,  o\a,  &c.  H\  l«ir 
o  oldest  established  concern  in  Britain.  Gold  at.d  Silver  and 
onze  Medals,  Diplomas,  Ac. 
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ROYAL  WINDSOR  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Royal  Windsor  and 
District  Piscatorial  Society  was  held  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing,  March  25,  at  the  New  Tnn,  Eton,  one  of  the  oldest 
fishing  hostelries  on  the  river  Thames.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  C.  O.  II.  Russell,  of  Clumber  House,  Frome, 
Somerset,  one  of  the  most  well-known  anglers  on  the 
Devon  and  Somerset  streams  :  the  vice-chair  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  James  Herbert,  and  there  were  present  about  two 
and  twenty  followers  of  Izaak  Walton.  A  capital  dinner 
was  placed  on  the  table  by  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Goddard, 
after  which  the  following  toasts  were  proposed. 

The  loyal  toast  of  “The  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family” 
was  proposed  by  the  chairman  and  honoured. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Howlett,  secretary,  road  the  balance  sheet  for 
the  past  year,  prefacing  it  with  the  remark  that  the  first 
year  of  a  new  society  was  always  an  expensive  one,  but 
they  had  come  out  of  it  well.  The  receipts  included— 
honorary  members’  subscriptions,  £1  os. ;  ordinary  mem¬ 
bers’  subscriptions,  £16  14s.  Gd.  ;  proceeds  of  smoking  con¬ 
cert,  11s. ;  sale  of  rules,  15s.  Gd. ;  donation  from  Mr.  W,  J. 
Barry,  £1  Is. ;  other  receipts,  3s.  Id.  ;  total,  £32  12s.  7d. 
The  expenditure  amounted  to  £27  10s.  2Jd.,  including 
£15  17s.  Gd.  for  prizes,  and  expenses  of  management, 
£5  6s.  Gd. ;  a  balance  was  left  in  hand  of  £4  lGs.  44d.  He 
congratulated  the  members  on  the  success  of  the  club 
during  the  past  season,  and  he  thanked  them  for  having 
stood  by  him  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to  the  Royal 
Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,”  was  proposed 
by  Sir.  J.  Herbert.  He  was  very  pleased  to  find  the  society 
was  quartered  at  the  New  Inn.  It  was  the  oldest  place  in 
the  two  towns  ;  he  himself  was  a  visitor  to  that  establish¬ 
ment  forty  years  ago,  though  he  had  not  been  a  fisherman 
the  whole  of  that  time,  but  he  hoped  to  be  one  for  some 
years  to  come.  Being  only  a  new  society,  the  balance- 
sheet  was  very  satisfactory,  and  he  hoped  that  next  year 
would  be  more  successful  still,  both  in  members  and 
finances.  There  were  many  advantages  in  belonging  to 
such  a  society ;  fishing  was  a  very  healthy  recreation,  and 
he  could  speak  for  himself  that  he  had  derived  great 
benefitfrom  it.  He  proposed  success  to  the  society. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk,  Mr.  Herbert  also  proposed 
the  health  of  the  officers,  and  paid  a  compliment  to  the 
secretary,  Mr.  Howlett,  for  his  valuable  services  to  the 
club.  Mr.  Sergeant  replied  on  behalf  of  the  officers,  and 
proposed  the  health  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Howlett. 

Mr.  Howlett  thanked  them  for  drinking  his  health,  and 
also  thanked  those  members  of  the  club  who  had  stood  by 
him  during  the  past  season. 

Mr.  Bambridge  proposed  the  toast  of  “The  Visitors,” 
which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Mr.  Howlett  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Harold  Blackett,  Titncss  Cottage,  Sunningdale,  re¬ 
gretting  that  he  could  not  be  present.  Mr.  Blackett  had 
offered  a  guinea  presentation  prize  for  the  next  season,  for 
fly  fishing.  This,  Mr.  Howlett  stated,  opened  the  list  for 
the  next  season’s  fishing. 

The  following  presentation  prizes  were  then  offered:  — 
Mr.  B.  R.  Bambridge,  a  guinea  presentation  prize  for  the 
best  trout  taken  with  the  artificial  fly,  a  branch  of  sport 
which  he  wished  to  see  encouraged  on  the  river  Thames, 
and  a  second  guinea  presentation  prize  for  the  next  best ; 
Mr.  Sargeant,  a  reel  for  the  best  chub  ;  Mr.  Young,  a 
fishing  box  value  half  a  guinea,  for  the  largest  roach 
caught  during  the  season  ;  Mr.  Howlett,  a  half  guinea 
prize  for  the  second  best  roach ;  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Russell),  a  guinea  presentation  prize  for  the  largest  pike 
caught  spinning ;  Mr.  J.  Herbert,  a  guinea  presentation 
prize  for  the  largest  barbel ;  and  Mr.  Way,  a  guinea 
presentation  prize  for  the  largest  trout  caught  spinning,  or 
with  live  bait. 

The  prizes  won  during  the  past  season  by  successful 
members  of  the  club  were  then  presented  by  the  chair¬ 
man,  the  following  being  the  list Mr.  Bambridge,  of 
Eton,  first  prize  for  trout,  travelling  and  brief  bag" ;  first 
prize  for  barbel,  pair  of  wading  boots  and  music  stand : 
also  Mr.  Jones’s  presentation  prize  of  three  bottles  of 
whiskey  and  a  box  of  cigars.  Mr.  J.  Herbert,  sen.,  Wind¬ 
sor,  first  prize  for  pike,  spinning  rod  and  winch  ;  Mr. 
Howlett.  Eton,  second  prize  for  pike,  spinning  rod  and 
winch  ;  first  prize  for  roach,  pair  of  driving  whips  :  also  a 
presentation  prize  of  a  fishing  box,  given  by  Mr.  Young. 
Mr.  Butterwortb,  of  Burton  Lodge,  Putney,  first  prize, 
£1  Is.,  returned  to  the  club  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  fish  for  stocking  the  river.  Mr.  Y'oung,  Windsor, 
second  prize  for  dace,  a  landing-net ;  second  prize  for 
roach  and  chub,  a  marble  clock ;  first  prize  for  gudgeon, 
bait  box  and  lines.  Mr.  Harbard,  Eton,  second  prize  for 
barbel,  box  of  cigars  and  briar  pipe.  Mr.  Stinton,  first 
prize  for  chub,  half-a-dozen  silver  spoons,  and  Mr.  Sar¬ 
gent’s  presentation  prize,  a  fishing  reel. 

Mr.  Herbert  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman  in 
cordial  terms,  to  which  Mr.  Russell  responded,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  hope  that  the  club  would  go  on  and  prosper. 
Ho  was  a  fisherman  himself,  was  fond  of  the  sport  of 
fishing,  and  knew  the  Thames  pretty  well.  He  had  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond  for  seven  years,  and 
knew  every  inch  of  the  river.  He  mentioned  a  catch  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  perch  in  one  day,  which  he 
and  a  friend  made  some  time  ago,  and  offered  to  endeavour 
to  get  a  number  of  perch  for  the  society,  with  which  to 
stock  the  river. 

Mr.  Bambridge  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  club  for  the 
offer.  Perch  was  a  fish  they  wanted  most,  and  they  had 
been  unable  to  offer  any  prizes  because  of  its  scarcity. 
The  local  association  had  placed  an  order  with  a  weil- 
known  pisciculturist,  but  it  would  bo  a  very  great  ex¬ 
pense.  The  fish  that  had  been  offered  would  be  a  great 
acquisition  to  the  river,  especially  if  they  could  get  them 
at  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  songs,  and  the 
party  broke  up  at  eleven  o’clock. —  Windsor  Express. 


Interesting  Salmon  Fishing  Case.— Mr.  John  Hector, 
salmon  fishing  lessee,  and  John  Dow,  his  foreman,  were 
charged  last  week  at  the  Stonehaven  Sheriff  Court,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  with  having  failed  to 
remove  the  leader  of  a  bag-net  in  the  Bay  of  Nigg,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  six  and  eleven  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the 
7Lh  of  March,  being  within  the  weekly  close-time.  A  large 
number  of  witnesses  were  examined,  both  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  and  defence.  The  defenders  contended  that  they  were 
not  able  to  remove  the  leader  and  hag-net  before  six 
o'clock,  owing  to  the  choppy  nature  of  the  sea,  and  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  venture  out  after  that  hour.  The  Sheriff, 
taking  into  consideration  the  conflicting  nature  of  the 
evidence,  found  the  charge  not  proven.  The  prosecution, 
however,  will  have  a  good  effect  in  making  lessees  more 
careful  in  paying  prober  regard  to  the  weekly  close-time. 


Hep  its  from  Chttis 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clorkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  April  G,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  Visiting 
List,  No.  1. — The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Dalston 
Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow  -  street, 
Dalston,  on  Wednesday  next,  April  18.  This  well-known 
club  with  its  good  accommodation,  combined  with  a  host 
of  talent,  will  no  doubt  bo  attended  with  its  usual'success, 
namely— a  crowded  meeting.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association.— Southern  District  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on 
Friday,  the  10th  inst.,  at  the  Anglers’  Pride  A.  S.,  City 
Arms,  Great  Dover-street,  S.E.,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  brother  anglers  present.— G.  W.  Armstrong, 
district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Cobden  Angling  Society  on 
the  20th  ult.  Upon  the  roll  being  called,  fourteen  clubs 
responded.  The  next  visit  will  bo  paid  to  the  Camden  at 
the  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland-road,  N.W.,  on  Monday 
next,  April  G.— J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  April 
10,  at  8.30.  Since  my  last  report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  2s.  from  G.  H.  Wood  ;  £1  is. 
from  W.  Tyrrell ;  £1  Is.  from  C.  Jones;  5s.,  Challis ;  5s. 
C.  E.  Halls ;  5s.,  T.  Cuthbert,  Odds  and  Evens  Angling 
Society,  donations.— R.  Ghurney,  sec.  * 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.  —  Being 
Easter  Monday  we  of  course  had  no  meeting  ;  it  was 
ultimately  adjourned  till  the  6th  April,  when  I  hope  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  will  turn  up,  as  we  intend  to  make  some 
new  members  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  to  arrange  for 
our  smoking  concert.  Messrs.  Streeter,  Roberts  and  B. 
Abrahams  were  sea  fishing  at  Southend  on  30th  ult.,  when 
we  caught  between  us  ninety-two  flounders  ;  although  the 
sea  was  very  rough  we  had  what  I  consider  good  sport.— B. 
Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — On  March  31  we  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  present,  when  we  elected  two  new  members 
and  proposed  another.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  our  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  6.  Our  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  15.  I  trust  all  members  who  have  not 
yet  cleared  the  books  will  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  ;  also 
donors  of  prizes  who  have  not  forwarded  them  will  do  so 
as  early  as  they  can.  We  mado  three  new  members  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  still  have  a  few  vacancies  for  some 
more.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion  visit  will  take  place  at  this  society  on  Friday,  April 
10,  when  I'  hope  the  South  London  clubs  will  strive  to 
show  up  in  full  force.  Members  will  please  clear  the  books 
and  also  pay  in  their  prizes,  so  that  we  can  have  our  distri¬ 
bution  night  at  an  early  date.— J.  Tucker,  hon.  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.  W. — On  Tuesday,  March  24, 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge  read  a  paper  at  this  club  entitled  “A 
Sketch  of  the  River  Wey  ’  before  a  good  audience,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clubs  being  represented :— Blackfriars,  Anglers’ 
Pride,  Wellington,  Grange,  Clapham  Junction,  and  Earls- 
field.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  recorded  to  Mr. 
Deplidge  for  his  interesting  paper,  and  also  to  Mr.  Hopkins, 
the  chairman.  Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkins,  vice.  Tickets,  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  each.  Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  will 
kindly  oblige  by  forwarding  same  as  early  as  possible,  as 
it  will  greatly  assist  the  committee.— Geo.  Mum  ford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— One  or  two  members  were  out  during  the 
holidays,  but  although  I  hear  they  got  a  few  fish,  they  did 
not  turn  up  to  weigh  in.  The  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
the  28th  inst ,  not  the  11th,  as  stated  last  week.— A. 
Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark- street.— There  was  a  good  attendance  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening  last,  and  good  business  was  done.  Mr. 
Fred  Barker,  our  able  chairman,  moved  a  resolution  to 
the  effect,  “  That  in  view  of  the  contemplated  influx  of 
members  in  the  coming  season.it  is  desirable  to  make  a 
few  slight  alterations  in  the  rules,”  for  which  purpose  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend  at  the  club  house  on 
Wednesday  evening  next,  April  8.  Mr.  Cottrell  has  been 
elected  chairman  of  the  revision  committee. —  G.  H. 
Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— Members  will  please  to 
notice  that  Wednesday  next,  8th  inst.,  is  the  quarter  night 
and  the  15th  inst.  is  the  limit  night.  Most  of  the  members 
were  out  on  the  29th  ult.  for  three  prizes,  but  only  one 
member  had  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  Wilshaw,  with  roach,  he  taking 
the  first  prize.  On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Fairhead  and  Mr. 
Sheldrake  were  elected  working  members.— D.  Warren. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association  Western  District  Visiting  List  will  take  place 
at  the  above  on  Monday  next,  April  6,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  as  many  old  faces  as  possible.  Wo  have 
arranged  to  have  a  break  outing  during  the  fence  months 
at  Eton  Wick.  Members  who  have  not  put  their  names 
down  must  do  so  at  once,  as  we  are  nearly  full  up. — E.  T. 
White,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  return 
visit  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  the  St.  John’s  Angling 
Society,  Skinner’s  Arms,  Coburg-street,  Clerkenwell,  on 
Tuesday,  April  11.  Secretaries,  please  note  this  to  prevent 
clashing.— F.  Thorling. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday’s 
meeting,  April  7,  as  it  is  quarterly  night,  for  election  of 


officers.  See.,  and  members  are  invited  to  pay  their  arrears,  or 
be  fined  according  to  rule ;  and  resolutions  to  call  a  special 
meeting  to  alter  rules  will  be  submitted. — T.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow 
road,  Paddington,  W—  At  a  special  meeting  on  April  1,  the 
secretary’s  resignation  was  tendered,  and  accepted,  the 
office  being  filled  by  Mr.  T.  Stallibrass':  pro  tern.  After  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  several  nomina¬ 
tions  for  new  members  were  made.  The  annual  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  April  8,  when  the  balance-sheet 
for  the  year  will  be  placed  before  the  members.  All  sub¬ 
scriptions  due  to  April  30  must  be  received  not  later  than 
April  8.  The  annual  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  is 
fixed  for  April  15,  at  the  club-house,  at  eight  p.m.— Ai.f,  E. 
Evans,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  the  29th  and  30th  several  of  the 
members  of  the  above  were  out,  but  owing  to  the 
unsettled  weather  they  did  not  meet  with  any  sport. 
Members,  please  note  that  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  April,  is 
general  meeting.  On  Wednesday,  the  8th,  our  return  visit 
will  take  place.  Secretaries  who  do  not  receive  a  notice 
please  accept  this,  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  those  that  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field,  S.W.— A  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  the  8th  inst.,  at  8.30  sharp,  at  which  important 
business  will  be  brought  forward.  I  hope  all  the  members 
of  the  committee  will  make  it  their  business  to  attend.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  step3  are  being  taken  to  enrol 
this  club  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  be  found  among  the  South  London  clubs  at 
next  season’s  visits.  Mr.  Shrubsole  has  promised  to  read  a 
paper  on  the  29th  inst.,  at  the  above  house,  when  all 
members  from,  other  clubs  will  be  heartily  welcome.-  -R. 
W.  Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  usual  weekly 

meeting,  held  on  the  24th  ult.,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  read  a  paper 
entitled  “Some  Recollections  of  an  Old  Angler,”  which  was 
very  interesting  as  well  as  amusing,  and  after  a  discussion 
on  it  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  him.  The  com¬ 
mittee  framed  some  regulations  under  which  the  silver  cup 
presented  by  Dr.  Brunton  is  to  be  fished  for.  It  will  be  for 
specimen  fish  only,  but  sea  fish  will  be  included.  At  the 
next  meeting  on  Tuesday,  the  7th,  Brother  Brunton  will 
read  a  paper  on  “The  Salmon-fly  and  What  is  It  intended 
to  Represent?”  and  “Do  Salmon  Feed  in  Fresh  Water?” 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  —  The  annual 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  fundsof  the  Anglers’  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society  took  place  on  Monday  last,  March  30,  Mr.  G. 
H.  Wood,  chairman;  Mr.  Goodwin  presided  at  the  piano. 
The  chairman,  accompanied  by  forty  friends,  arrived 
about  8.30  in  two  coaches  and  fours.  The  singing  was  of  a 
first-class  order.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
The  donation  boxes  came  in  for  a  fair  share  of  patrorfege. 
The  following  donations  were  given  during  the  evening  :— 
G.  H.  Wood,  £2  2s. ;  Tyrrell,  £1  Is. ;  Chris  Jones,  £1  Is. ; 
Challis,  5s.;  C.  E.  Hales,  5s.— It.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — Next  Tuesday 
evening  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  members  will 
come  and  square  up  the  books. — Snail 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  annual  dinner 
of  this  society  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Plough 
Inn,  on  Friday  evening  last.  E.  Harrison  Bowen,  Esq., 
president  of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  officiated  as  chairman,  Mr.  I1'.  Hughes;  vice-chairman. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members.  The  chairman 
proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to  the  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society,”  and  expressed  the  great  pleasure 
he  felt  in  presiding  over  them  that  evening.  He  was  very 
pleased  to  see  the  good  fellowship  that  existed  among  the 
members,  which  he  hoped  would  continue.  He  loved 
angling  and  the  company  of  a  good  sportsman.  The  toast 
was  responded  to  very  heartily.  The  chairman  then  gave 
“ The  Secretary,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield”;  and  referred  to  his 
labours  in  the  interests  of  angling,  as  a  member  of  the 
Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  and  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association.  The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical 
honours.  Mr,  Wingfield,  in  reply,  thanked  them  for  their 
hearty  reception  of  the  toast, .and  expressed  the  great 
pleasure  it  gave  him  to  act  as  their  hon.  sec.  He  was  proud 
to  be  able  to  state  that  every  debt  had  been  paid,  there 
was  not  one  single  subscription  owing,  and  they  had  a  nice 
little  balance  left  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  which  they 
would  all  say  was  highly  satisfactory.  The  past  season  had 
not  been  good  for  angling,  as  they  all  knew;  still  the 
members  had  done  fairly  well.  There  had  been  twelve 
good  prizes  competed  for,  and  the  winners  were  Messrs. 
YVall,  Mapp,  Millington,  Moore,  Evans,  Hughes,  Wing¬ 
field,  See.,  who  would  soon  be  called  before  them,  and  he 
was  sure  the  donors  of  the  prizes  would  have  their  most 
hearty  thanks.  Referring  to  the  good  work  that  had  been 
done  by  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  he  said  he  was 
glad  to  say  the  privilege  of  travelling  per  anglers’  tickets  at 
reduced  fares  was  still  continued  to  them  by  both  Great 
YVestcrn  and  Midland  Railways,  and  he  trusted  every 
angler  in  Worcester  would  put  them  in  use  as  often  as 
possible,  as  an  inducement  for  each  company  to  continue 
the  privilege.  He  should  like  every  member  to  know  that 
their  excellent  chairman  had  kindly  promised  to  procure, 
for  the  use  of  the  District  Angling  Association,  the  best 
piece  of  water  it  was  possible  to  rent  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  Worcester.  He  had  also  given  one  dozen  of 
valuable  skin  rugs  to  be  fished  for  during  the  season.  In 
conclusion,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  coming  season  would 
bring  better  sport,  and  that  at  their  next  annual  gathering 
the  same  old  faces  would  be  gathered  round  that  board  to 
enjoy  the  catering  of  Host  Bukley.  The  chairman 
then  distributed  the  prizes  to  the  successful  com¬ 
petitors,  with  a  few  appropriate  words  addressed  to  each. 
Other  toasts  were  given,  and  duly  responded  to.  and 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony. 
The  chairman  during  the  evening  referring  to  the 
number  of  good  prizes  that  had  been  kindly  offered 
that  evening  for  the  present  season  competitions,  said  he 
would  supplement  them  with  three  good  rods— one  for  fly 
fishing,  one  for  trolling,  and  one  for  bottom  fishing,  which 
would  make  about  twenty  prizes  in  all,  independent  of 
their  share  in  the  competition  for  the  £3  3s.  worth  of  books 
on  angling,  which  had  been  offered  for  competition  between 
the  Worcester  clubs  by  Mr.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  this  prize  would  be  very  valuable.  He  wished 
“Longlife  to  Mr.  Marston,  and  success  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette." 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.  —  On  the  29th  ult.  only  a 
few  of  our  members  were  out,  Mr.  Beesley  having  a  hand¬ 
some  show  of  fish,  141b.  roach  and  grayling,  four  roach 
weighing  51b.  3oz.,  two  grayling,  21b.  13ioz.  I  beg  to  inform 
members  of  the  above  society  that  a  special  general  meeting 
is  called  for  April  15.  Members’  attendance  particularly 
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requested.  Secretaries,  please  note  the  above  society  take 
their  visit  on  the  Central  Association  on  Monday,  April  13. 
_W.  Watling,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-strcet,  Ampthill-square,  N.W.-We  have 
no  catches  of  fish  worth  mentioning  during  the  holidays. 
On  Wednesday  next  it  is  particularly  requested  that  all 
members  attend  the  club  with  respect  to  the  settling  of 
nrizes.— W.  Brown,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Liverpool. 
—The  weather  this  Easter,  from  an  angler’s  point  of  view, 
was  simply  execrable.  We  have  had  bitterly  keen  cutting 
winds,  with  now  and  then  a  bright  gleam  of  sunshine, 
alternating  with  hail  and  snow  and  a  blustering  florcc 
wind  Consequently  the  success  of  those  of  our  members 
who  have  been  to  the  Vyrnwy,  Ruabon  and  Knowsley  has 
been  meagre  to  a  degree.  Mr.  Jeffreys  was  lucky  (or  skilful) 
enough  to  get  three  trout,  fishing  fly  in  the  Vyrnwy,  and 
takes  the  prize ;  whilst  in  the  other  class  Mr.  Blcasdale  was 
1st  Mr.  Haughton  2nd,  and  Mr.  Baker  3rd.  But  then  these 
gentlemen  would  fish  through  a  blizzard  without  blinking, 
and  they  seem  to  be  like  Mark  Tapley,  able  to  be  jolly  under 
the  most  depressing  surroundings,  in  the  shape  of  wind, 
rain,  snow,  hail  and  frost.  More  power  to  their  elbows.— 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
roacl  _Our  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  April  2.  was 
nresided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Grimmett,  and  was  well  at¬ 
tended  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  and  Messrs.  Mudd  and  Newbury  were  reported 
to  have  weighed  in  on  Thursday  last.  Our  annual  general 
meeting  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  9,  at 
9  u  m  when  all  members  are  asked  to  attend,  as  some 
important  business,  including  the  arrangements  for  the 
annual  dinner,  is  down  on  the  agenda  paper.— A.  E.  Bald¬ 
win,  hon.  sec.  .  _  .  ...  , 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.— The  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  club  will  take  place  at  the  above  place,  on  the 
09 nd  of  April,  on  which  occasion  our  old  and  esteemed 
friend  Mr.  G.  Durant,  will  occupy  the  chair.  The  dinner 
will  be  provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Reed,  and  we 
hone  to  see  the  old  familiar  faces  round  us  once  again.  A 
select  concert  will  be  held  on  May  6,  when  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  will  take  place.  Our  lady  friends  are  specially 

invited  on  this  occasion.— A.  G.  D.,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Old  St.  Pancras- 
rnad  N  W  —Our  season  closed  by  three  prizes  being  angled 
for  at  Ware,  the  first  being  won  by  Mr.  C.  Dove,  second  by 
Mr  Hcclas,  the  third  by  Mr.  F.  Dove,  but  with  a  very  small 
show  of  fish.  All  members  must  be  in  attendance  next 
Tuesday  April  T,  at  nine  o’clock  sharp  for  the  alteration  of 
rules  date  of  dinner,  and  other  matters  of  importance. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road  —The  Conn  Testimonial  Fund.— The  following 
committee  men  attended  the  above  hoiise  to  transact 
certain  business  connected  with  the  above  fund .  R. 
Smith  J  Smith,  Armstrong,  Dodson,  Patman,  Tucker, 
Scutt, ’Clarke,  Mitchell,  and  Wigley.  The  . treasurer  gave 
the  corrected  list  of  clubs  that  have  subscribed  as  follows: 
_ Bermondsev  Brothers,  £2  10s. ;  Anchor  and  Hope,  £1  os. ; 
iodney  £1;  Angler’s  Pride,  10s.  6d. ;  St  Alban’s  and 
Excelsior  10s.  Gd. ;  Peckham  Brothers,  10s. ;  Second 
Surrey  10s. ;  Battersea  Friendly,  10s. ;  The  Waggoners,  5s.; 
Clapham  Junction,  5s. ;  Amicable  Excelsior,  4s. ;  total,  £8. 
The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  at  nine 
pm.,  when  1  hope  the  secretary  (Mr.  O.  Cox  will  be 
nresent ;  also  if  the  clubs  that  have  subscribed  will  be  kind 
enough  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  above  meeting  they  would 
ereatlv  oblige.— E.  Pyne,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Rodnev  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Lamberton,  sen.,  gave 
notice  that  he  intends  bringing  forward  the  revision  of  our 
rules,  which  will  be  brought  forward  the  first  meeting 
night  in  May,  when  I  hope  every  member  will  attend.  It 
was  also  decided  that  the  yearly  audit  shall  take  place  at 
the  end  of  April.  All  members  being  in  arrears  will  oblige 
by  clearing  the  book  before  the  above  date.  Members  and 
friends  that  promised  prizes  for  the  past  season  will  oblige 
if  they  will  forward  same  to  club-house  as  early  as  possible. 
The  date  for  supper  and  distribution  will  be  fixed  shortly. 
Mr  R  Seth  was  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  month, 
and  Mr.  Lamberton,  sen.,  and  W.  Tidmarsh  auditors.  Our 
last  competition  on  the  Lea  was  a  failure,  only  two  fish 
being  taken  ;  first  prize,  E.  Payne  ;  second,  H.  Sto\  old  , 
the  third  prize  will  stand  over  till  next  season^viz.,  the 
prize  kindly  given  by  Mr.  Luff,  of  the  St.  George  s  Angling 
Society.  Any  member  wishing  to  sec  our  result-sheet  of 
the  year,  may  do  so  any  evening  at  the  club-house.-E. 

I  Roval  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope,  Tottenham- 
street  Tottenham  Court-road.-I  beg  to  inform  members.wc 
still  muster  on  Wednesday  evenings,  and  should  like  to  see 
some  of  them.  The  alterations  of  rules  are  in  progress,  and 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  dissatisfaction  hereafter.  Menibers 
and  friends  who  have  given  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by 

bringing  up  the  same.— F.  C.  Longland. 

Roval  Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society 

_ q'he  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 

the  New  Inn,  Eton,  on  the  31st  ult.,  when  officers  were 
elected  for  the  season  1891-92,  and  fourteen  new  members 
enrolled  The  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  will  be  as 
follows  :-Club:  1st  prize,  trout  £1  10s.;  2nd  prize  los  ; 
isi  nrize  iack  £l  5s. ;  2nd  prize,  las. ;  1st  prize,  barbel,  tl ; 
2ndPprize  l03. ;  1st  prize,  roach,  £1  5s  ;  2nd  prize,  10s.; 
1st  prize,  chub,  cl;  2nd  prize,  10a .;  1st  prize,  rudd,  10s.; 
2nd  prize.  5s. ;  1st  prize  car?,  10s. ;  2nd  prize,  5s. ;  1st  prize, 
tench,  10s. ;  2nd  prize,  5s. ;  1st  prize,  dace,  U  ;  2nd  prize, 
ini  .1  cl  nrize  bream,  15s. ;  2nd  prize,  os.  Presentation  : 
irout  Ills  for  larged  taken  with  fly;  given  by.  Mr.  Barn- 
bridge,  of  Eton.  Mr.  Way,  of  Windsor^  also  gives  £1  Is. 
for  best  trout,  taken  spinning  or  live-bait  fishing.  Mr, 
Russell,  of  Clumber  House,  Frome,  Somerset,  gives  £1  Is. 
for  the  largest  pike,  taken  spinning.  Mr.  James  Herbert, 
of  Windsor,  cl  Is.  for  the  largest  barbel.  Mr.  Harold 
Blackett  of  Sunningdale,  £1  Is.  (10s.  Gd.  for  the  best  dace 
10s  Gd  for  the  second  best  barbel).  Mr.  Butterworth,  of 
Burton  Lodge,  Putney,  £1  Is. ;  disposal  not  yet  decided, 
awaiting  this  gentleman’s  reply  respecting  same.  Mr. 


Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covcnt-garden.— Our  outing  took  place  on 
March  29  at  Ware,  and  although  we  had  a  good  muster  of 
some  of  our  best  fishing  members,  the  result  was  very 
small,  only  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Phillips,  with 
roach  and  gudgeon.  The  committee  will  meet  here  for 
important  business  on  Monday,  April  13,  at  8.30  for  nine 
p.m.  Quarterly  and  annual  subscriptions  are  now  due, 
which  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  as  soon  as  convenient ; 
prizes  also.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

A  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  Grange 
Anging  Society  on  the  1st  inst.,  when  I  am  sorry  to  say  the 
number  of  clubs  represented  was  a  long  way  below  the 
average,  nine  only  responding  to  the  roll  call,  namely  :— 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Peckham  Brothers,  Blackfriars, 
South  London  United  Brothers,  Marlborough,  St.  Albans 
and  Excelsior,  Anglers’  Pride,  and  Grange.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior,  notice  of  date  next 
week. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sundal  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— Wc  had 
a  good  muster  on  Tuesday  last,  it  being  the  last  night  of 
the  season,  and  some  very  good  business  was  done.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  as  officers  for  the  ensuing 
season  :—  Mr.  Harwood,  chair ;  Mr.  G.  Boreham,  vice  ;  Mr. 
Reaves,  sec.;  Mr.  Pocock,  treasurer;  Messrs.  Reaves  and 
Harwood,  delegates  ;  Messrs.  Parkes  and  Lewis,  auditors ; 
and  a  committee  of  seven.  It  was  proposed  and  carried 
unanimously  that  the  standard  for  weighing  fish  be  raised 
in  most  cases  one  inch.  There  were  some  alterations  made 
in  the  rules,  which  will  appear  in  the  new  books  for  next 
season.— H.  R. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  next,  April  8, 
there  will  be  a  committee  meeting  at  the  above ;  chair 
taken  at  nine  o’clock  sharp,  to  arrange  for  the  annual 
dinner,  &c.  I  hope  the  members  will  take  notice  and 
endeavour  to  attend.  On  Wednesday,  the  15th  inst.,  is  the 
date  down  for  distribution  of  prizes,  and  I  trust  the 
gentlemen  who  have  kindly  promised  us  will  forward 
them  on  to  me  before  that  date.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— On  Wednesday  last,  April  1,  Mr.  Ernest 
Enever,  of  Cowley-road,  Brixton,  was  elected  a  member. 
On  Wednesday  next,  April  8,  we  have  to  elect  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  secretary  for  ensuing  year,  and  also  arrange  for 
annual  dinner,  and  discuss  the  advisability  of  having  a 
separate  night  for  the  distribution  of  prizes,  as  they  have 
become  so  numerous  that  it  takes  up  too  much  time  on 
dinner  night,  so  I  hope  members  will  show  up  in  force.— 
R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— A  few  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  on  the  29th  inst.  Being  the  last  day  of 
weighing  in,  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  by  the 
following  members ; -Smith,  81b.  JUoz.,  largest,  a  fine 
chub  of  41b. ;  Parslow,  51b.  9|oz.,  roach  and  dace;  Ander¬ 
son,  31b.  2foz.,  roach  and  dace.  I  hope  all  members  will 
attend  on  next  meeting  night,  as  all  members  must  be 
clear  on  the  books  by  the  end  of  season.— W.  M.,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square. — We  held  our  annual 
general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  March  25,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year— viz.  :— 
President,  Mr,  J.  H.  Johnson  ;  chairman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Rider; 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  G.  G.  Garrod ;  treasurer,  Mr.  M. 
Coomor  ;  secretary,  Mr.  D.  W.  Evans  ;  and  the  following 
members  of  committee — viz. :— Messrs.  C.  Wood,  G.  E. 
Warner,  A.  Boyer,  G.  F.  Jupp,  W.  G.  Parry,  and  R.  M. 
Bland.  It  was  also  resolved  to  hold  the  annual  supper  on 
Wednesday,  April  15,  when  the  prizes  won  during  the  past 
season  will  be  distributed.— D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— The  membersof  this  club  have  arranged  to 
hold  their  annual  dinner  under  the  patronage  of  our  host 
at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Fulham  Palace-road,  W.,  on 
Thursday,  the  23rd  April.  A  first-class  menu  will  be  pro¬ 
vided,  and  a  musical  entertainment  will  be  added  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening.  Tickets,  3s.  Gd.  each.  Members 
and  friends  of  clubs  will  be  cordially  welcomed.— J.  J. 
Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society.— At  our 

usual  weekly  meeting  on  the  25th  inst.,  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms 
read  a  paper  on  “The  Upper  Thames,”  which  proved  a 
highly  interesting  and  instructive  discourse,  and  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
hear  it.  Dr.  Alexander  occupied  the  chair  in  his  usual 
most  efficient  manner.  Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
April  8.— II.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 
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he  society  Perch  are  still  unrecognised,  and  all  members 
ave  promised  to  return  any  that  they  may  catch.  Ihis 
estriction  will  be  in  force  for  about  two  more  seasons. 

Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Emb^nkmLt-The  two  prizes  fished  for  on  the 
th  were  noHaken  ;  J.  Wright  had  one  dace  only  The 
loney  withdrawn  from  the  funds  will  be  returned  Mem- 
ers  who  have  promised  prizes  will  be  good  enough  to  send 
hem  to  the  secretary  or  bring  them  up  by  Wednesday 
“xt  as  they  will  be  distribut  d  on  that  date. -J.  Wright. 


S3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Duns  tan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

"30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80  „  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  „  „  Barnes.  1.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge, 


AddJ 


Saturday,  April! . 

Sunday,  ,,  5 . 

Monday,  ,,  G . 

Tuesday,  ,,  7.. 

Morning. 

.  9.5  ... . 

. 10.43  .... 

Evening. 

.  9.56 

.  11.26 

.  0.2 

Wednesdav  ..  8 . 

.  1.20  .... 

.  1.42 

,  2.3  .... 

.  2.24 

Friday,  ,,  10 . 

.  2.44  .... 

.  3.5 

English  and  ‘Welsh.  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— We  have 
once  more  launched  into  another  trout  fishing  season,  but 
at  the  time  I  am  writing  there  cannot  be  anything  in  the 
way  of  results  to  refer  to,  as  that  information  will  come 


later  on.  The  fishermen  were  sanguine  as  to  the  fish ;  and 
as  a  friend  of  mine  remarked  the  other  day,  many  a  good 
trout  has  been  captured  when  the  water  was  not  what,  we 
generally  term  “  in  good  condition.”  There  is  evidently  a 
great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  different  preservation 
societies,  to  increase  and  replenish  the  stock  of  trout  in  tho 
river;  and  on  the  other  hand  there  are  practical  anglers 
who  contend  the  Thames  can  never  be  made  a  suitable 
river  for  trout,  with  the  existence  of  such  fish  of  prey  in 
the  water.  Still  there  can  bo  no  doubt  tho  turning  in  of 
the  yearling  trout  every  other  year  is  the  right  thing  to 
do,  and  at  the  present  time  to  look  after  the  perch,  which 
for  sport  are  more  largely  required  than  trout  for  the 
general  body  of  Thames  anglers.  Tho  committee  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  are  on  the  move  in 
that  direction,  and  the  idea  is  to  introduce  some  fresh 
blood  of  perch  in  tho  river,  and  now  is  the  best  time  to  do 
it.  Just  after  the  general  angling  season  to  my  notion  is 
the  proper  period  for  netting  lakes  and  reservoirs,  because 
experience  has  taught  me  this  practical  lesson,  that  if  a 
ton  weight  of  good  perch  were  turned  in  the  water  during 
tho  angling  season,  there  is  a  class  of  anglers  that  would 
not  rest  satisfied  without  making  an  attempt  to  get  at  them. 
It  was  the  case  after  the  last  netting  of  the  Chelsea  Water 
Works  Reservoir,  when  a  magnificent  parcel  of  fine  perch 
were  put  in  one  portion  of  the  river ;  for  some  days  the 
anglers  were  afloat,  and  catching  them  at  the  rate  of  ten 
and  twelve  dozen  in  the  day,  and  this  might  not  be  of 
much  consequence  but  for  the  simple  reason  that  as  those 
fish  are  so  scarce  in  the  river,  every  chance  should  be 
afforded  them  of  reproducing  their  own  species  in  the 
Thames,  as  every  fish  turned  in  at  that  time  was  capablo 
of  doing  so.  There  were  some  instances  of  anglers  putting 
all  back  again,  and  it  is  not  those  one  has  to  refer  to,  but 
those  who  without  any  consideration  took  away  the  very 
fish  that  is  most  required  for  future  sport,  and  would  doubt¬ 
less  do  so  again  if  they  had  the  chance.  To  obviate  this 
my  contention  is  to  increase  the  supply  when  they  are  safe 
from  this  class  of  anglers,  and  of  course  not  too  far  advanced 
in  spawning  ;  and  then  again  it  is  unfortunate  to  turn  them 
all  in  one  portion  of  tho  river  during  an  angling  season, 
with  no  time  to  disperse  in  other  directions.  Referring 
again  to  the  trout,  I  hope  by  this  time  (Wednesday 
morning)  some  anglers  have  got  amongst  them  ;  it  is  to  bo 
hoped  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  of  Chertsey,  who  has  now 
under  his  management  the  propagation  of  one  thousand 
trout  ova  will  succeed  in  his  work,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  his  liberality  and  usefulness  in  the  event  of  success 
will  be  immensely  appreciated.  One  thing  is  certain,  I 
know  he  will  do  his  best ;  and  as  his  other  labours  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Thames  fishery  have  produced  satisfactory 
results,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  his  efforts  with  the 
rearing  of  the  young  trout  will  be  equally  successful.— B. 

Hampton  Court.— Capt.  Maude,  fishing  with  William 
Milbourne,  on  Thursday,  caught  a  trout  of  51b. 

Shepperton.—  Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing  with  George 
Rosewell,  on  “the  opening  day,”  caught  a  nice  trout  of 
4tlb.,  in  fair  condition.  It  was  captured  at  a  quarter  past 
ten  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Laleiiam.— Mr.  W.  Harris,  of  Chertsey,  fishing  with 
Frank  Harris,  on  Thursday,  caught  a  nice  trout  of 
4ilb. 

Upper  Thames.— The  river  is  in  excellent  spinning 
condition,  but  the  frosts  of  Sunday  and  Monday  nights 
spoilt  all  chance  of  success  with  trout  on  Wednesday,  the 
opening  day ;  and  although  every  station  had  a  faircontin 
gent  of  toilers  and  spinners,  I  only  hear  of  two  baby  fish  being 
taken.  As  I  write,  the  weather  is  bleak  in  the  extreme, 
and  wind  in  the  north-east,  and  until  these  climatic  in 
fluences  alter,  trout  will  be  sulky  and  decline  the  most 
attractive  of  allurements.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— Prospects  of  trout  fishing  are  not 
very  encouraging  at  present.  I  have  not  seen  a  fish  rise 
since  the  9th  of  March.  I  was  out  with  a  gentleman  to¬ 
day,  missed  a  good  fish,  and  that  was  the  only  sign  of  any¬ 
thing  we  saw.  They  won’t  rise  till  it’s  a  bit  warmer.— G. 
Lumsden. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Cold  north-east  winds,  and  from 
8  deg.  to  10  deg.  of  frost  at  night,  are  not  conducive  to 
Thames  trout  fishing ;  though  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
a  small  one  returned  to  the  water  this  morning— the  first 
in  this  district,  and  which  was  taken  on  a  gilt  “Devon  ”  by 
Mr.  Lamb,  of  Windsor ;  though  small,  12fin.,  it  was  in 
capital  condition.  Several  other  anglers  have  been  out 
trying  fly  and  spinning,  but  not  another  fish  was  moved 
or  seen.  Tho  annual  netting  of  the  outlying  waters  by  the 
Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society  took 
place  on  the  26th  ult.,  but  as  anticipated,  the  severe 
weather  had  destroyed  nearly  all  fish  in  shallow  waters  ; 
beyond  seven  jack  and  one  bream  not  a  fish  was  taken, 
though  the  remains  of  several  were  seen  lying  about.— 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— The  elements  were  peculiarly  un¬ 
favourable  for  trout  fishing  in  the  local  waters  during  the 
Easter  recess.  We  had  a  succession  of  blinding  showers  of 
hail,  rain  and  snow,  with  sharp  frost  at  night,  but  two  or 
three  visitors  from  London  faced  the  storms.  Messrs.  J. 
and  A.  Ford  had  twelve  trout  on  the  27th  ult.;  Messrs.  J. 
and  A.  Ford  and  F.  Bull,  ten  trout  on  the  28th  ;  and  on  the 
31st  Mr.  John  Ford  had  a  further  catch  of  thirteen  ;  whilst 
a  local  gentleman  got  five.  Those  on  Saturday  were  taken 
with  the  Cow-dung  fly,  and  the  rest,  as  fly  fishing  was  out 
of  tho  question,  by  worm.  The  fish  are  as  yet  sadly  out  of 
condition,  but  when  visitors  come  so  far  for  sport,  one  can 
hardly  expect  them  to  abstain  altogether  from  angling.— 
Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Hampshire).— The  latest  salmon  taken  by  gentle¬ 
men  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood,  is  one  by 
Mr.  Goddard,  scaling  251b. ;  Mr.  Hodges,  20lb. ;  and  one  by 
Mr.  Hill,  191b.— H.  Brown. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— The  river  is  again  low  and  very 
clear.  A  great  many  fishermen  are  visiting  us,  and  fair 
baskets  are  in  order.  On  the  Carnarvon  Arms  water  some 
heavy  baskets  were  taken  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 
Killing  flies,  Hackle  and  Winged  Blue  Uprights,  and 
Hair’s"  Flex  ribbed  with  gold  twist.— Iron  Blue. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— There  has  been  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  fishing  during  the  past  week,  the  cold  north 
wind  still  continues,  and  the  streams  look  like  stony  roads. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Angling  Association  a  deputation  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  River  Conservators  about 
restocking  and  other  matters.  Sea  fishing  is  very  fair  to 
those  who  do  not  mind  the  cold.  Pollack  and  coal  fish 
take  well  and  give  good  sport,  especially  when  fished  for 
with  fly.  I  am  most  anxious  to  try  that  queer  American 
metallic  and  fly  bait  now  being  advertised  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  don’t  think  anyone  using  it  would  lack  bites, 
but  its  catching  powers  experience  only  will  tell.— Stormy 
Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  had  snow  and  rain  last 
night  (Wednesday),  and  although  the  rain  and  south  wind 
have  now  almost  swept  away  the  snow,  it  will  be  some 
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days  before  the  river  is  free  from  snow  broth.  At  the  last 
moment  an  arctic  wave  spoiled  the  Easter  fishing,  but  as 
many  lengths  do  not  open  for  trout  before  April,  this  will 
not  have  played  havoc  with  many  excursions. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— In  spite  of  the  hard  frost  at  nights 
and  the  ungenial  weather  which  this  Easter,  like  so  many 
of  its  predecessors,  has  brought  us,  salmon  seem  to  have 
been  roused  from  their  sulky  fit  by  the  recent  spate.  On 
Good  Friday  a  great  many  fish  were  raised,  a  fair  number 
hooked,  but  not  many  landed.  It  was  one  of  those  days 
which  occur  sometimes  when  fish  seem  to  play  with  the  fly, 
but  do  not  mean  business.  Mr.  R.  II.  Horrocks  had  the 
chance  of  eleven  and  landed  three,  two  kelts  and  a  springer. 
The  keeper  at  Armathwaite  Castle  killed  a  fish  of  1441b., 
and  G.  Mackenzie  one  at  Norwich  Hall.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Horrocks  killed  four  spring  fish  at  Syke  Foot,  and  Mr. 
Higgin  one  at  Armathwaite,  Jock  Scott  being  the  fly  used. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  disease  is  showing  a  good  deal 
among  the  spring  fish.  This  is  against  sport.  It  is  no 
weather  for  trout  fishing.  The  best  dish  I  have  heard  of 
was  made  by  Archdeacon  Prescott  on  Wednesday  and 
scaled  71b.  There  is  some  slight  appearance  of  a  change 
to  rain.  May  it  come  soon.  Farmers,  gardeners,  and 
anglers  will  all  rejoice  if  it  does.— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— The  river  is  not  in  anything 
like  a  fishable  order.  During  the  past  week  there  has  been 
a  repetition  of  snow  downfall,  and  the  river  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  are  in  a  turbulent  condition  consequent  on  the  rapid 
melting  of  the  snow.  A  few  anglers  ventured  out  as  by 
old-established  custom  during  Easter  week,  but  the 
results  were  of  a  melancholy  order— a  fish  here  and  there 
less  than  half  fed,  poor  elongated  things  with  nothing  on 
them  or  in  them.  The  river  is  none  too  full  of  trout  to 
warrant  attempts  to  take  any  under  circumstances  so 
notorious.  It  is  hoped  that  anglers  will  wait  until  warm 
weather  sets  in.— J.  J.  Jackson. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— It  has  generally  happened  that 
anglers  have  in  this  district  been  enabled  to  commence  the 
trouting  season  during  the  Piaster  holidays.  Tney  scarcely 
have  cared  for  fishing  during  Mrrch,  and  April  1  has  mostly 
been  accepted  as  the  opening  day  ;  but  had  the  weather 
been  as  favourable  as  last  year,  they  might,  because  of  the 
holiday,  have  this  year  forestalled  the  regular  season  by 
a  few  days.  The  bitterly  cold  winds  and  want  of  sunshine 
on  most  days,  however,  have  not  been  encouraging,  and, 
as  a  rule,  the  waters  have  been  deserted.  Anticipating  an 
early  start  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  have,  it  will  be 
seen,  been  “warning”  anglers  largely  by  posting  their 
regulations  about  licences  all  over  the  upper  district  where 
trout  abound,  and  appointing  Mr.  T.  E.  Davey,  of  George- 
street,  Worksop,  as  distributor  of  licences  for  the  locality. 
The  licence  for  trout  is  now  two  shillings  and  sixpence  each 
rod,  instead  of  one  shilling  as  formerly.  This,  I  believe,  is 
a  new  move  in  the  district,  for  hitherto  many  have  re¬ 
garded  the  Idle  as  independent  of  the  Trent,  seeing  that  a 
great  portion  of  its  waters  join  it  only  by  means  of  a  drain¬ 
age  system,  which  prevents  its  reaching  the  Ouse.  At  one 
time,  doubtless,  Misson  Level,  Hatfield  Moor,  Thorne 
Waste  and  Goole  Moor  made  an  inland  lake,  fed  by  the 
Idle,  and  falling  into  the  Ouse.  At  all  events,  the  mat  ter 
is  open  to  argument ;  but  as  the  Board  are  claiming  the 
right,  anglers  will  do  well  to  comply.  Let  us  hope  they  will 
spend  the  revenue  in  the  district,  and  then  the  holders  will 
not  be  inclined  to  grumble.— L. 

Leicester.— Anglers  may  well  growl,  as  when  circum¬ 
stances  allow  them  a  day’s  indulgence  at  their  favourite 
sport,  winter  weather  steps  in  and  thwarts  their  intentions. 
This  has  repeatedly  been  the  case  of  late,  the  present  week 
being  no  exception.  A  great  many  anglers  in  this  district 
look  forward  to  enjoyably  spending  their  Easter  holidays 
at  the  riverside,  but  unfortunately  recreation  of  this  kind 
was  out  of  the  question  this  Eastertide,  very  cold  winds 
prevailing,  and  on  Monday  a  heavy  snowstorm  fell.  A 
poor  chance  for  those  who  sought  possession  of  a  brace  or 
two  of  trout.  As  usual,  there  are  always  a  few  of  the 
tribe  of  Izaak  who  will  not  be  denied,  but  not  even  among 
these  hardy  fishermen  could  I  hear  of  any  trout  being 
anded. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  low  and  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  been  warmer  during  the  day,  with  sharp 
frosts  at  night.  The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well,  and 
there  has  been  more  rods  out.  The  flies  used  are  the 
Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  February  Red,  March  Brown,  and 
Red  Palmer.  On  Tuesday  a  few  good  trout  were  caught 
in  the  Arrow  with  the  fly.  In  the  Lugg  sport  has  been  had. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  low,  but  little  done  in  it  this 
week.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  in 
good  order.  Weather  changeable.  Few  rods  out,  but 
fine  sport  had.  Flies  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Sand  Bank.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week 
fairly  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire) _ The  angling'on  the  Nene 

has  not  been  quite  up  to  the  average  this  Easter,  as  I  have 
only  heard  of  such  captures  of  pike  as  six  or  seven-pound¬ 
ers.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  this  doubtless 
prevented  many  spring  anglers  from  turning  out.  I  heard 
that  at  the  Jolly  Anglers’ meeting  recently  iliere  were 
some  useful  fish  weighed  in,  but  I  can’t  give  particulars 
this  week.  Weather,  very  “bobby,”  and  successful 
angling  impracticable.  Water  rather  low.— W.  J. 

Norfolk  Rivers  and  Broads. — The  weather  still  hold¬ 
ing  very  cold  acts  upon  the  usual  time  of  pike  spawning, 
and  from  what  I  can  gather,  they  show  no  intention  to 
spawn  yet ;  a  spell  of  mild,  warm  weather  would  soon  find 
them  busy.  The  holidays  being  so  wretchedly  inclement 
no  doubt  prevented  many  going  out ;  still  where  they 
braved  the  cold  sport  rewarded  their  courage ;  and  one 
instance  I  know  of  where  seventeen  jack  were  captured 
last  Monday  in  a  river  connected  with  a  large  lake.  The 
largest  fish  weighed  about  81b.  As  the  owner  of  this  fish¬ 
ery  intends  to  net  the  large  bream,  which  arc  very 
numerous,  in  time  to  come  pike  should  yield  better  sport 
than  has  been  the  experience  at  this  place  lately.  Frosts 
and  an  east  wind  still  prevail  hereabouts.— Robert  Moll. 

Rye,  Riccoll,  Dove,  &c.— The  trout  season  for  this  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  North  Riding  has  opened  most  unfavourably. 
We  have  had  a  succession  of  cold  sleet  showers  for  neariy 
a  week  now,  keeping  dormant  all  kinds  of  insect  life,  and 
rendering  fly  fishing  altogether  unsuccessful  and  un¬ 
pleasant.  Snow  is  still  lying  on  some  parts  of  the  higher 
moorlands.— Ronald. 

Plymouth. — River  Fisiiing. — The  rivers  in  our  vicinity 
are  getting  in  good  condition,  the  snow  water  having 
nearly  all  gone.  Messrs.  Iytton  and  Temple,  two  gentle¬ 
men  of  D’Oyley  Carte’s  “Gondoliers”  Company,  had  a  dish 
of  thirteen  last  week,  and  as  it  was  blowing  a  gale  of 
wind  and  they  could  scarcely  keep  the  line  on  the  water,  I 
don’t  think  this  is  bad;  they  caught  them  on  the  Meavy. 
The  lower  waters  of  the  Plym  and  Tavy  contain  a  lot  of 


back  fish  that  are  making  their  way  to  the  sea,  and  the 
sooner  they  get  there  the  better.  If  the  weather  sets  in 
warmer,  as  there  is  every  appearance  at  present  of  its 
doing  so,  I  expect  to  be  able  to  report  some  good  catches. 
The  snow  has  played  sad  havoc  with  the  natural  flies  on 
the  river.  Sea  Fishing.— Bass  have  commenced  to  sport 
about  the  western  part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  Great 
Western  Docks,  and  also  in  Hamoaye,  where  they  are 
being  taken  with  rod  and  paternoster  and  also  throw  lines 
baited  with  rag-worm  and  squad.  The  pollack  are  coming 
in  the  bay  more  now  the  snow  water  is  getting  spent, 
they  evidently  do  not  like  fresh  water.  A  few  boats  on  the 
winter  shoal  had  fair  catches  during  the  week,  whilst 
those  who  went  farther  to  sea  by  the  breakwater,  and 
Now  Stone  Rocks  were  rewarded  with  fish  from  31b.  to  71b. 
weight.  Whiting  are  back  in  their  old  spots  again.— 
William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  FisniNG).— Pier  anglers  have  had 
some  fairly  good  sport  during  the  past  week,  although  the 
weather  has  been  much  against  them.  Several  nice-sized 
“  hand  but  ”  have  been  taken,  also  a  few  cod  fish,  although 
of  no  great  weight.  “Billets”  are  very  plentiful,  but  we 
are  longing  for  warmer  weather.— H. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).— Both  streams 
low  and  clear.  In  the  Severn  little  has  been  done  as  yet, 
owing  to  the  cold  weather.  Mr.  F.  Hughes  (Izaac  Walton 
Club)  took  one  trout,  21b.  24oz.,  trolling  near  Holt  Bridge, 
and  the  fish  was  in  very  fair  condition.  In  the  Teme  a  few 
small  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun,  but  the  fish 
won’t  move  until  we  get  warmer  weather.— Fieldwing. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  Easter  holidays  brought 
with  them  little  pleasure  to  the  angling  fraternity,  for  the 
icy  cold  and  blustering  north  winds  were  sufficient  in 
themselves  to  prevent  the  hardiest  follower  of  old  Izaac 
from  wetting  his  line.  The  river  has  contained  a  good 
deal  of  snow  water,  and  is  yet  somewhat  discoloured,  so 
that  the  minnow  must  be  the  angler’s  choice  for  the  next 
few  days.  Perkins  was  out  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week  and 
with  winnow,  worm  and  fly  took  about  half-a-dozen  trout, 
the  heaviest  being  a  little  over  21b.  Mr.  Edward  Roberts 
has  taken  three  trout  by  spinning ;  Mr.  J.  Breeze,  a  couple  ; 
Mr.  Shew,  one ;  and  Mr.  W.  Jones,  one.  These  were  all 
under  lib.  in  weight,  except  that  taken  by  Mr.  Shew 
which  wmighed  111b.,  but  is  in  very  poor  condition,  being 
lean  and  very  dark.  The  majority  of  anglers  here  have 
not  yet  wet  a  line,  preferring  to  await  the  warmer 
weather  than  to  risk  rheumatism,  lumbago,  ;and  other 
ills  that  human  flesh  is  heir  to.— Piscator. 

Sussex  Rivers.— To  anglers  who  had  planned  out  an 
excursion  for  the  Easter  holidays  the  severe  weather  we 
experienced  was  a  disappointment,  yet  a  few  braved  the 
storm,  and  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  Ouse  a  few  pike, 
chub  and  roach  were  taken ;  and  from  the  tributaries, 
trout.  These  wrere  few  and  far  between,  and  not  in  con¬ 
dition.  The  Adur  was  patronised  by  an  enthusiastic  few, 
and  roach  were  feeding  fairly  well,  and  were  in  grand  con¬ 
dition.  Eastertide  in  this  district  is  generally  the  opening 
of  the  harbour  fishing.  Mr.  J.  Wright  tried  the  water  with 
but  indifferent  results ;  a  couple  of  herrings  and  a  flat  fish 
were  the  basket.  I  had  arranged  a  wind  up  among  the  pike 
at  Stansted  for  Tuesday  with  Mr.  H.  Waite,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Dolphin  Hotel.  Mr.  Waite  was  out  on  the  29th  ult., 
and  died  somewhat  suddenly  on  Tuesday  morning.  Well 
known  among  sportsmen  both  at  the  Seabrook  Hotel, 
Hythe,  and  at  Chichester,  the  deceased,  who  was  in  his 
fortieth  year,  had  by  his  affability  and  genial  manner 
endeared  himself  to  all  he  came  in  contact  with.  The 
weather  remains  cold  and  cheerless,  and  rain  is  falling  as  I 
write  (Thursday),  with  every  appearance  of  a  continuance. 
—George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running  in 
capital  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable  and  windy,  and  anglers  have 
not  been  out  in  such  large  numbers  as  usual  at  this  holiday 
time.  The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  at  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  Cow- 
dung,  March  Brown,  and  Palmer.  A  few  have  tried  the 
worm  with  successs.  Minnow-fishing  has  been  good.  The 
water  was  tried  on  Good  Friday  by  two  gentlemen,  but 
they  could  not  take  a  fish.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Williams 
landed  some  good  fish  with  the  fly.  On  Monday  four  brace 
of  trout  were  taken  with  the  February  Red.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order. 
Sport  in  them  quiet  as  yet.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
in  good  order  for  angling,  but  the  weather  has  been  rather 
cold  and  windy.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out 
this  holiday  time,  but  sport  has  not  been  very  brisk.  There 
have  been  a  good  few  flies  on  the  water,  the  best  killers 
being  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  and  March  Brown. 
Bottom-fishing  has  been  successful.  On  Tuesday  a  nice 
lot  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  February 
Red.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in 
nice  order,  but  little  fishing  in  them  yet.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— Many  trout  have  been  taken 
this  week  with  the  fly — March  Browns  various  seem  the 
favourites— they  are  on.  Salmon  fishing  began  yesterday. 
Mr.  G.  Ashplant  took  one,  171b.,  and  1.  D.  Bastard  took 
one,  71b.  Heavy  rain  this  morning.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  Trent  here  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  salmon  fishing,  and  during  the  holidays 
several  holders  of  licenses  were  out  at  Shardlow  and 
King’s  Mills.  The  weather,  however,  proved  too  boisterous, 
and  nothing  in  the  shape  of  sport  was  met  with.  Fish  of 
large  size  have  been  observed  to  leap  in  the  Shardlow 
length,  and  probably  when  the  elements  settle  down  and 
become  more  genial  the  subscribers  may  succeed  in  getting 
hold  of  one  or  two.  They  must  not  despair,  as  the  season 
is  yet  early.  Trout  fishing  has  engaged  attention  on  some 
of  the  local  tributaries,  and  on  Wednesday  a  few  brace 
of  fair-sized  fish  were  caught  with  the  worm  on  the  Dover 
Beck.  I  hear  there  is  nothing  doing  amongst  the  salmon 
in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Trent.  —  The-Man-at-the- 
Clubs. 

Wharfe  and  Yore.— Bitterly  cold  north-erst  winds, 
sharp  showers  of  sleet  and  snow,  and  waters  heavily 
charged  with  the  latter  element  have  been  the  lot  of  the 
luckless  anglers  who  have  ventured  out  this  Easter  to  try 
for  their  first  trout  of  the  season.  A  few  moderate  dishes 
have  been  caught  at  Kilnsey,  but  at  Burnsall  and  Bolton 
Abbey  the  sport  has  been  almost  nil.  The  following  are 
at  present  the  only  flies  that  the  trout  will  look  at,  viz., 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Early  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Little  Black.  '1  ho  rise  comes  on  between  twelve  o’clock 
and  two,  and  except  during  that  time  it  is  useless  to 
attempt  fishing  until  there  is  a  complete  change  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  weather.  On  the  Yare  and  Swale  there  is 
nothing  doing  at  all.— Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Angling  on  these 
streams  opened  with  as  bad  weather  as  could  well  be.  This 
had  the  effect  of  causing  bad  sport  with  the  few  ardent 
sportsmen  who  tried  their  luck.  The  Wye  yielded  very 


poor  results.  The  Matlock  water  (Derwent)  proved  a  little 
better,  takes  on  this  water  being  as  follows :  —Good 
Friday,  two  rods,  one  and  a  half  brace  ;  Easter  Mohday, 
three  rods,  two  nil,  one  rod,  three  brace.  Tuesday,  two 
rods,  three  brace.  To-day  (Thursday)  one  rod,  one  brace. 
The  best  killing  flies  are  Dark  Olive,  Iron  Blue,  Claret 
Bumble,  and  Greenwell’s  Glory.  Conditions  at  time  of 
writing  are  very  unsatisfactory.— Dotterel, 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The 
rivers  continue  low  and  bright  and  the  weather  very  cold, 
with  north  and  north-east  winds  nearly  every  day,  so  that 
trout  fishing  is  much  in  abeyance.  We  are  longing  for  a 
good  heavy  rainfall  and  warmer  weather.— II. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  The  long 
continued  east  wind  has  told  disastrously  on  the  sport. 
There  are  few  natural  flies  out,  and  the  fish  rise  short.  The 
Rev.  W.  W.  Thomas,  Pentrevoclas,  had  a  good-conditioned 
brown  trout  on  Monday,  though  it  had  been  snowing  part 
of  the  clay.  Very  few  fish  have  been  caught  so  far,  and 
when  the  rain  comes  there  will  be  splendid  sport  with  the 
white  trout  which  swarm  about.  April  is  considered  the 
best  month. 

Rivers  Braint,  Ceeni  and  Crygyll.— These  streams 
are  low  and  clear,  and  very  few  fish  are  taken.  A  good 
flood  of  rain,  of  which  there  are  prospects  to-day  (Wednes¬ 
day),  is  greatly  wanted.— W.  II. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (NorthWales).— This  waterwas  formally 
opened  on  Thursday,  March  2G,  in  the  midst  of  a  blizzard 
which  lasted  for  nearly  three  days,  and  but  for  the  hardi¬ 
hood  of  several  good  sportsmen  there  would  have  been  no 
fishing  that  day  at  all.  The  result  of  the  sport  up  to  now 
quite  justifies  all  that  has  been  said  and  claimed  for  on 
behalf  of  this  water,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that 
a  lady  from  the  Midlands,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Best,  has  been  out  on 
four  days,  and  caught  each  day,  taking  yesterday  the 
largest  trout  landed  since  the  lake  was  formed.  In  the  big 
water  we  have  found  March  Brown,  Black  and  Mallard, 
Cinnamon-fly,  and  Zulu  dressed  buzz  most  successful. 
Thursday.— Four  rods,  thirty-two  trout,  291b.  3oz.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Avery,  eight,  81b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Harvey,  five, 
41b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  thirteen,  111b.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
Ward,  six,  51b.  Best  fish,  Mr.  Avery,  141b.  Good  Friday. 
— Nineteen  rods ;  one  hundred  and  fourteen  trout,  921b.  2oz. 
Best  baskets  :  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  twenty,  161b. ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watts  and  son,  twenty-one,  16:11b. ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley, 
twelve,  911b. ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  seven,  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson, 
seven,  541b. ;  Mr.  Falkner,  seven,  541b. ;  Mr.  Turner,  five, 
5jlb.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Turner,  21b.,  and  Mr.  A.  P. 
Thornley,  141b.  Saturday.— Twenty  rods,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  trout,  1151b.  lloz.  Best  baskets:  Mr.  A.  P. 
Thornley,  sixteen,  13.41b. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Watts  and  son, 
fifteen,  121b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Falkner,  eleven,  1041b. ;  Mr. 
Comber,  thirteen,  lO.jlb. ;  Mr.  Harvey,  eleven,  81b.  lOoz. : 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Best,  nine,  741b. ;  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  nine,  71b.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  Turnbull,  six,  641b. ;  Mr.  Seal,  six,  641b. ;  Mr.  R.  H. 
Best,  six,  61b.  6oz.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Turnbull,  21b. ;  Mr. 
W.  II.  Watts,  lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Seal,  lib.  lOoz.  and  141b. ;  Mr. 
Falkner,  141b.  Monday.— Fifteen  rods,  sixty-eiglit  trout, 
591b.  loz.  Best  baskets :  Mr.  Ryder,  fifteen,  141b.  3oz. ;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Watts,  nine,  71b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Comber,  eight,  6|lb. ; 
Mr.  T.  Hughes,  five,  541b.  ;  Mr.  Tetley,  five,  51b.  2oz. 
Heavies’  fish,  Mr.  Ryder,  21b.  3oz.  and  lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Hughes,  21b.  loz.;  Mr.  Comber,  141b.  Tuesday. — Eleven 
rods,  fifty-six  trout,  51  Jib.  Best  baskets ;  Mr.  T.  Hughes, 
eleven.  1041b. ;  Mr.  Thornton,  seven,  61b. ;  Mrs.  It.  H.  Best, 
four,  51b.  54 oz. ;  Mr.  Avery,  six,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Watts,  six, 
41b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Thornley,  live.  41b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Best,  four, 
4 jib.  Heaviest  fish,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Best,  21b.  114oz. ;  Mr.  T. 
Hughes,  lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Best,  lib.  5oz.  No  vacant  rods  on 
this  water  before  April  23.— Long  Drift. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had  un¬ 
usually  cold  weather  for  the  time  of  year  during  the  past 
week.  Hail  and  snow  and  N.E.  winds,  and  the  river  re¬ 
mains  very  low,  so  that  only  a  few  small  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  taken.  A  good  heavy  rain  and  warmer  weather 
would  greatly  improve  sport.— H,. 

Towy  (Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire).— The  pools  in 
the  upper  waters  are  still  full  of  kelts.  A  few  baskets 
(say  from  31b.  to  41b.  each)  of  trout  have  been  taken  during 
the  past  week.  A  few  fresh-run  salmon  have  been  taken 
lower  down  the  river,  but  cannot  say  we  have  had  much 
sport  as  yet.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Within  the  last  few  days  there 
have  been  some  good  rises  at  the  March  Brown  and  Little 
Blues,  and  many  a  lusty  trout  has  fallen  a  victim  to  some 
excellent  imitations  of  those  flies.  Messrs.  W.  H.  Ellice, 
H.  F.  Seymour,  and  H.  G.  Brand  have  caught  some  fine, 
trout  in  Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard’s  water,  by  the  race  course. 
In  the  Ys  Pitty  water,  for  which  day  or  season  tickets  can 
be  procured  from  Mr.  Clare,  Mr.  H.  Domville  caught  ten 
fish  weighing  61b.  on  the  30th  ult.  On  the  27th,  eleven  nice 
trout  were  landed  by  Mr.  J.  Clare.  The  Rev.  Beamish, 
Captain  Butt,  Messrs.  H.  Clare,  J.  H.  Windham,  Batt,  and 
others,  also  caught  some  there.  During  the  week  Mr.  J. 
Lamont  landed  over  forty,  weighing  161b. ;  and  Mr.  E. 
Delafield,  on  the  28th,  eleven.  These  and  a  few  others  were 
taken  in  the  Association  water.— J.  Clare. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  past  week  the  river  has  been  in  very 
good  order  for  angling,  and  some  heavy  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught.  The  salmon  season  opened  on  Thursday 
(2nd)  under  favourable  conditions.  Several  anglers  were 
out,  although  the  day  was  a  wet  and  cold  one.  Col.  Smith 
caught  one,  1041b. ;  Mr.  II.  W.  Pride,  one,  261b. ;  and  Mr. 
H.  E.  Cole,  one,  1341b.— T. 

Scctoh  Reports, 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 

On  the  16th,  Mr.  W.  Munro  fished  Loch  Naver,  and  landed 
a  trout  weighing  21b„  and  a  Salmo  frrox  of  441b.  On  the 
18th,  he  caught  a  salmon  weighing  841b„  and  on  the  20th, 
one  of  121b.  On  Monday  last  week,  Mr.  Harrison  had  a 
W* T  B °n  °n  L0°h  Naver’  and  Mr.  Munro  one  of  121b.— 

Loch  Tay  (Ardeonaig  Hotel  Water).— On  Monday, 

on  the  Ardeonaig  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Wardle  Wetherby, 

*  orkshire,  had  one  salmon  of  221  lb.,  and  on  Tuesday,  one 
of  161b.— Peter  Campbell. 

Brora  (Sutherland). — Weather  during  week  very 
stormy,  snow,  rain,  and  sleet  alternately.  Takes  for  week — 
Mr.  Gunn,  fifteen  fish;  Mr.  Hall,  eleven  fish;  average 
weight  about  91b.— Colin  Gunn. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay,  N.B.).-Notwithstand- 
mg  the  boisterous  nature  of  the  weather  some  excellent 
sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  past  week.  On  Monday 
three  fish  were  landed,  one  weighing  101b.,  on  thcBraelang- 
well  water,  one  of  91b.  on  the  Gruinards  water,  and  one  of 
7.ffb.  on  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  hooked  one  which  gave 
capital  play  for  som  time,  but  it  got  off;  and  Mr.  John 
MacLeod,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  beauty  which 
weighed  131b.,  on  Prince’s  Pool.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  John 
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Robertson,  Fearn  Lodge,  caught  a  nine  pounder  on  Gled- 
field  Pool  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Cameron  hooked  one,  but  lost  it. 
Thursday  and  Friday  were  blank  :  but  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
Coupland,  Cresswell-gardens,  Kensington,  fished  t  he  Hotel 
waters  and  landed  a  salmon  of  10 Jib.,  on  Little  Fall  Pool; 
one  of  101b.  on  Miss  Rosie’s  Pool ;  one  of  0 Jib.  on  Clump 
Pool ;  and  one  of  81b.  on  Gledflcld.  Pool  ;  he  hooked  other 
two,  but  they  escaped.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  David  Mac- 
gregor,  Amatnatua,  fished  Captain  Maxwell’s  rod  on  the 
Gruinards  water,  and  caught  two  salmon  which  averaged 
about  91b.  On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Coupland,  on  the 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water,  caught  a  salmon  of  91b.  on 
Gledfield  Pool,  and  one  of  similar  weight  on  Clump  Pool, 
The  Invercharron  waters  yielded  a  salmon  of  111b.  to  Mr. 
Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  on  Thursday ;  and  on  Monday 
this  week,  one  of  91b.— W.  T.  B. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — Exceptionally  good  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  upper  reaches,  especially  those  about 
Ballater.  Over  sixty  fish  were  landed  from  this  part  of  the 
river  last  week,  the  great  majority  being  had  from  Mr. 
McGregor's  kiverCauld  Amis  Water.  An  additional  fall  of 
snow,  took  place  oh  Sunday  night  and  Monday  morning, 
but  the  river  is  dead  low,  being  even  below  summer  level. 
On  the  Invercauld  House  water,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick 
and  Mr.  Oliver  Borthwick  have  had  several  successes  since 
their  arrival  last  week.  All  the  pools  in  the  Braemar 
district  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  there  is  a  lack  of 
fishers,  and  some  grand  sport  should  be  got  from  these 
waters  during  the  coming  month.  On  the  Balmoral  waters 
Dr.  Profeit  and  the  keepers  have  had  a  good  few  fish  of 
average  weights.  On  the  Invercauld  Hotel  water  Mr. 
William  McHardy  landed  thirteen  fish  for  the  week, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  111b.,  while  Mr.  S.  Bristow  had  fifteen, 
varying  from  71b.  to  101b. ;  and  Mr.  E.  Bristow  three  of 
■  8Alb.,  9ib.  and  71b. ;  two  of  81b.  and  841b. ;  one  of  841b.;  four 
from  71b.  to  101b. ;  and  two  of  81b.  and  231b.  on  the  same 
water.  On  Mr.  KeiUor’s  Craigendarroch  water  Mr.  A. 
Cameron  landed  four  from  71b.  to  91b.  On  the  Monaltrie 
water  Mr.  Win.  It,  Heaven  landed  one  of  91b.,  two  of  101b. 
and  141b.;  and  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  various  days  during 
i  the  week  ;  while  Mr.  E.  F.  Haven  had  one  of  Clb.  on 
Monday,  one  of  911b.  on  Tuesday,  and  another  of  151b.  on 
Wednesday;  while  Mr.  Erskine  had  one  of  81b.  on  Tuesday 
on  the  same  water.  On  the  Cam  bus  O’May  water  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  on  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  his 
arrival,  landed  seven  fine  fish,  on  Friday  eleven,  and  on 
Saturday  eight,  all  of  average  Weights;  and  since  then 
similar  successes  every  day.  On  the  Glentana  water  good 
sport  continues  to  be  got  in  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  by  Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart., 
M.P.,  and  friends.  Six  fine  fish  were  landed  on  Saturday, 
and  similar  successes  are  met  with  almost  every  day,  and 
occasionally  even  better.  The  river  is  too  low  for  the 
Aboyne,  Kincardine  O’Neil,  Banchory,  and  lower  reaches, 
which  are  sadly  in  need  of  a  good  fill.  On  the  Carlogie 
water  Captain  F.  T.  Miles  landed  a  nice  fish  of  191b.  before 
leaving,  while  Mr.  Wharton  landed  another  of  121b.  on  the 
Bj.  rjwstone  water.  On  the  Lower  Dess  water  Mr.  F. 
Pickop  landed  one  of  71b.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  Mr. 
Lamond  landed  one  of  81b.  on  Saturday,  and  a  beautv  of 
‘  201b.  on  Monday,  while  Col.  C.  L.  Hay  had  also  one  of  101b. 
on  the  same  water.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  E. 
Drummond  landed  a  fine  fish  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  McDougall 
one  of  81b.  on  the  Commonty  on  Friday ;  while  Mr. 
Drummond  had  another  of  81b.  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Deverell  a  magnificent  of  241b.  on  the  Borrowstone  water, 
being  the  third  heaviest  fish  got  on  the  Dee  this  season. 
On  the  Blackball  water  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed  three  only 
for  the  week  of  91b.,  91b.,  and  91b.,  while  the  absence  of 
reports  from  the  lower  sections  indicates  a  poor  state  of 
matters.  On  the  tidal  section  anglers  are  doing  better,  and 
good  baskets  of  finnocks  were  made  both  on  Waterside 
and  Nether-Banchory  reaches  last  week.  There  is  an 
appearance  of  plenty  of  fish,  and  the  prospects  arc  fairly 
satisfactory.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weathor  during  the  month 
of  March  has  been  the  worst  experienced  by  the  salmon 
fishermen  in  this  district,  and  there  has  been  considerable- 
damage  done  to  nets  on  the  coast.  The  wind  generally 
veered  from  west  to  north-east,  and  when  in  the  latter 
direction,  there  is  a  heavy  sea  on  the  inshore.  In  the 
meantime  the  fishermen  at  the  various  stations  attend  to 
light  stake  nets,  which  in  the  summer  months  are  aug¬ 
mented  to  double.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  sea  was 
that  rough  that  none  of  the  cobbles  got  within  reach  of 
them  until  Monday  of  this  week  The  result  was  that  only 
one  of  the  nets  was  inposition, but  the  meshes  were  so  much 
relaxed  that  it  was  of  little  use.  Since  Monday  the  weather 
has  campletely  changed,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is 
ou  te  mild  with  a  light  wind  from  the  sooth.  The  frost 
was  pretty  severe  in  the  morning,  the  ponds  being  covered 
with  ice.  There  is  a  considerable  improvement  in  the 
rlvtr.  The  fish  r.nen  for  the  first  three  days  of  the  week 
had  an  average  of  twelve  fish,  about  eight  more  daily  than 
for  some  weeks  back.  The  fishing  is  likely  to  improve,  as 
the  river  is  sittl  ng  down,  and  fish  are  running.  Until  the 
water  resumes  its  natural  colour,  and  tne  frost  not  so 
severe,  fly  fishing  will  continue  in  a  backward  condition. 
The  nets  on  coast  were  put  into  working  order  on  Tuesday, 
and  on  that  day  and  Wednesday  as  many  as  six  salmon 
were  got  from  most  of  the  nets.  They  continue  of  srfiall 
size.  For  the  month  of  March  the  number  of  boxes  sent 
from  here  was  fourteen  compared  with  twenty-two  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  year.  The  lessee  says  that  it 
is  the  poo:  o  it  spring  fishing  that  he  has  had  for  many  a 
year.  On  the  coast  of  Gardensto  wn  the  reverse  is  the  case; 
the  nets  there  are  more  sheltered,  and  on  Saturday  they 
had  five  boxes,  making  a  total  for  the  month  of  twenty- 
four  boxes,  the  best  fishing  the  lessee  has  had  since  he 
came  to  the  fishings.— H.  AV 

Don.— Very  little  has  been  doing  on  the  Don— even  the 
netters  arc  complaining  of  the  adverse  times.  At  the 
(Tuives— the  best  netting  station  on  the  river — not  more 
than  twenty-five  fish  are  being  got  weekly,  a  number  much 
below  the  average  returns.  Trout  (sea)  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  scarce  as  yet,  and  at  this  station  not  more  than 
twenty  have  been  got  altogether  this  season.  The  weathor 
has  been  very  severe  on  the  coast,  and  great  damage  has 
been  sustained  by  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Fishing  Company 
to  their  plant  at  Nether  Don  station.  The  stake  and  bag 
nets  were  so  effectively  wrecked  that  no  salmon  were  got 
in  them  for  nearly  three  weeks.— Don. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Since  last  report  angling 
has  again  been  unexpectedly  interrupted  by  severe 
wintry  weather.  Snow  fell  heavily  on  Thursday  and  the 
two  following  days,  and  up  till  to-day  the  temperature 
continued  very  low.  The  river  too  was  much  too  high 
for  angling,  and  compared  with  last  week,  sport  may  be 
s.vd  to  have  been  poor.  AVI  i!e  I  write,  however,  there  is 
a  defided  change  for  the  better,  but  for  some  days  owing 
t)  melting  snow  the  river  will  be  high.  On  Wednesday, 
the  25th,  Mr.  Bruce,  on  lvildonan,  landed  four  fish  of  9ib. ; 


on  No.  5,  Mr.  Watney  had  one  of  91b.  ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  C.  II. 
Akroyd  got  three  of  91b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Hick  got  three  of 
141b.;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Greenfield,  three  of  91b.  :  on  Thursday, 
the  26th,  Mr.  Greenfield,  on  Kildonan,  got  five  of  91b.  ;  on 
No.  5,  Mr.  Bruce  had  four  of  101b. ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Watney 
got  two  of  91b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  C.  II.  Akroyd  landed  ten 
salmon,  one  of  which  scaled  251b  ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Hick  had 
two  of  81b. ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Frank  Sykes,  one  of  91b. ;  on 
Friday,  the  27th,  Mr.  Frank  Sykes,  on  Kildonan,  got  one 
fish  of  9lb. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  AVatney  had  one  also  of  91b. ;  on 
No.  2,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd,  two  of  91b. ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Hick, 
one  of  81b.  ;  on  Saturday,  the  28th,  only  three  fish  were 
got  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd,  on  No.  1 ;  other  rods  blank  ;  on 
Monday,  the  30th,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd,  on  Kildonan,  landed 
four  of  91b.  j  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Hick  got  five  of  9lb. ;  on  No.  4, 
Mr.  Frank  Sykes,  three  of  Sib.  ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Greenfield 
had  three,  91b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Bruce  got  four  of  101b. ;  on 
No.  1,  Mr.  AVatney  had  three  of  101b. ;  on  Tuesday,  the  31st, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd,  on  No.  5,  caught  six  salmon  of  91b.  each. 
Up  to  the  hour  of  posting  no  news  has  reached  me  from 
the  other  anglers.— S.  0. 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.)  —  The 

Garry  is  doing  it  this  year— other  seventeen  fish  got  this, 
week  to  two  rods.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Moore  had  two  off 
the  river,  251b.  and  221b.  ;  and  Mr.  Wilson  one  on  the  loch 
of  91b.  One  was  got  on  the  loch  on  the  25th,  20lh.  ;  river 
blank.  On  the  26th,  three  vtere  got  on  the  loch  j  river 
blank.  On  the  27th,  three  got  on  the  loch,  weighed  211b., 
211b.,  and  101b. ;  river  again  blank.  On  the  28th,  one  got 
off  the  river  weighed  101b.  ;  and  two  on  the  loch  weighed 
221b.  each.  On  the  30th,  one  was  got  off  the  river,  and 
three  on  the  loch.  The  river  is  very  low,  hence  the  number 
of  blank  days.— Hison. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  ofg  Killin.— On  the  Kilim  Hotel 
water,  March  19,  Mr.  Smith,  one  salmon,  191b.  March  18, 
Mr.  Rose,  one  salmon,  151b.  March  19,  Major  Sandford, 
one  salmon,  171b. ;  March  21,  two,  161b.  and  191b. ;  March  23, 
one,  201b.  March  21,  Mr.  Cooper,  one  salmon,  171b.  March  24, 
Mr.  Finlay,  one  salmon,  191b.  March  21,  Mr.  Lodd,  two, 
121b.  and  251b.  March  27,  Mr.  Speed,  one  salmon,  171b. ; 
March  28,  one,  201b. ;  March  31,  one,  181b.  March  28,  Mr. 
Hodson,  one  salmon,  221b.  March  28,  Mr.  Major,  one 
salmon,  161b.  March  25,  Mr.  Finlay,  one  salmon,  151b. ; 
March  26,  one,  161b. ;  March  27,  one,  181b. ;  March  28,  two. 
181b.  and  181b.  March  27,  Mr.  Lodd,  Mornish,  one  salmon, 
201b ;  March  28,  one,  201b. ;  and  March  30,  one,  211b. —  Alpine 
McAlpine. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— Snowstorms  alternating 
with  thaws  have  rendered  the  river  rather  unfit  for  angling 
during  the  past  few  days.  Nevertheless,  some  good  sport 
has  been  obtained,  particularly  at  the  beginning  of  last 
week.  On  Saturday  week  Mr.  Delassalla,  Bettyhill  Hotel, 
caught  a  salmon,  weighing  121b. ;  and  on  Monday,  last 
week,  he  landed  seven,  weighing  respectively,  lljlb.,  lljlb., 
91b.,  811b.,  811b.,  121b.,  and  2511b.  On  Tuesday  he  got  three 
of  811b.,  811b.,  and  291b.  Mr.  Dennison,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  was 
out  on  Monday,  and  caught  three  fish  of  121b.,  101b.,  and 
91b.  respectively.  On  Tuesday  he  had  two  of  111b.  and  81b., 
and  on  AVednesday,  one,  weighing  101b.  Mr.  Richardson, 
Syre  Lodge,  Strathnavcr,  had  two  salmon,  81b.  and  91b.,  on 
Monday,  other  two  on  Tuesday,  and  one  on  AVodnesday. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Soams,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  one  on  Tuesday  and 
another  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Dryburgh,  from  Tongur, 
fished  the  Borgie  on  Monday,  and  landed  three  salmon, 
weighing  141b.,  121b.,  and  71b.— W.  T.  B. 

Oykel  (Oykel  Bridge,  Lairg,  N.B.)— Despite  the  un¬ 
favourable  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  whole  of 
last  -week,  Mr.  Black,  the  novelist,  played  havoc  on  the 
Oykel  salmon.  Fishing  from  Langwell  Lodge  on  Monday 
he  landed  a  fine  fourteen-pounder  on  Junction  Pool.  On 
Tuesday  he  caught  four— two  of  them,  9.41b.  and  71b.,  on 
Cemetery  Pool ;  one  of  8ilb.  on  Brae  Pool,  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  on  the  Narrows.  This,  it  may  be  mentioned,  is  the 
best  day’s  sport  ever  got  on  the  Langwell  water  in  one  day 
in  the  month  of  March,  so  far  as  authentic  records  go.  On 
AVednesday  Mr.  Black  took  three  salmon  (101b.,  8Jlb.,  and 
741b.)  out  of  Stones  Pool ;  and  on  Thursday,  one  of  91b.,  out 
of  Brae  Pool ;  Friday  was  blank ;  but  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Morton,  London,  caught  a  91b.  fish  on  Stones  Pool.  During 
the  week  several  salmon  were  landed  by  anglers  from  the 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Oykel  Bridge,  but  particulars  are 
not  forthcoming.— W.  T.  B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  Monday  last  week  an 
angler  from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  landed  a  salmon 
of  lljlb.,  on  Island  Pool.  On  Tuesday,  the  same  rod  had 
one  of  911).  on  Home  Pool,  and  on  AV ednesday  he  caught 
two  on  Smith  Pool,  one  of  them  a  splendid  fish  weighing 
261b.,  and  the  other  111b.  On  Thursday  a  fish  of  lljlb.  was 
landed  on  the  same  pool.  Friday  and  Saturday  were 
blank.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  ground  had 
several  inches  of  snow,  giving  the  country  a  most  wintry 
aspect.-AV.  T.  B. 

South  of  Scotland.—  Anglers  have  mot  with  nothing 
but  disappointment  this  week  in  the  South  of  Scotland 
rivers.  An  odd  fish  is  being  caught  here  and  there  by 
those  wTho  care  to  go  out  day  after  day  to  face  the  cold 
biting  winds.  The  hills  are  still  covered  with  snow  in  the 
upper  district  of  Annandale,  and  until  this  is  cleared  away 
by  rain  and  more  genial  weather  comes,  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  much  sport  had  in  the  waters  of  this  district.  In  the 
Annan  on  Good  Friday,  Mr.  AV.  AVright,  Ednam,  Annan, 
hooked  and  lost  a  fine  salmon  in  the  Spittal  Pool.  The 
same  angler  killed  three  trout  with  salmon  fly,  one  of 
which  weighed  21b.  In  the  AVarmanbie  water  of  this  river 
on  AArednesday,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy,  Newington  Lodge, 
had  a  basket  of  six  or  seven  trout;  and  Mr.  Wallas,  gun- 
maker,  AVigton,  Cumberland,  killed  eight  on  the  same 
stretch,  one  of  which  scaled  ljlb.  Mr.  Henry  Boyd,  Annan, 
had  four  trout  the  other  day  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  most 
of  the  other  catches  have  been  confined  to  a  brace  of  trout. 
The  Esk  is  angling  indifferently,  too,  as  a  rule.  I  hear  of 
an  odd  salmon  being  killed  in  the  Longtown  waters.  The 
Nith  and  other  streams  are  not  affording  much  sport 
among  salmon  at  all,  in  consequence  of  the  streams  run¬ 
ning  low  and  clear.  In  the  Dee,  of  Kirkcudbright,  Mr. 
Lamond  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  101b.  on  Saturday,  after  a 
good  fight.  The  nets  in  this  river,  however,  play  the  very 
mischief,  and  draw  out  the  fish  which  anglers  would  have 
a  chance  of  hooking.  The  other  day  the  lessees  brought 
three  to  the  bank,  which  weighed  601b. — Heatherbell. 
LITay.— On  Friday  (27th)  Mr.  Boase,  from  Snaigo  House, 
fishing  with  the  Del  vino  boatmen,  killed  a  fish  of  171b.  and. 
landed  several  kelts. 

Tay  (Perth).— Notwithstanding  the  lowT  state  of  the 
river  and  the  cold,  boisterous  weather,  soma  good  sport 
has  been  got  lately.  0:i  the  Stobhall  water  eighteen  fish 
were  got  in  five  days;  the  highest  record  for  one  day  was 
six  fish.  On  the  Bournemouth  water,  Mr.  Blair,  Dundee, 
killed  Two  fish,  211b,  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Fenton,  two.  311b.  and 
171b.  ;  Mr.  Beattie  had  one  of  221b.  on  the  Stobhall  water  on 
Friday  and  ono  of  181b.  on  the  Logierait  Hotel  water  on 
Saturday.  On  the  Dclvinc  water,  Mr.  AV.  L.  Boase, 


Dundee,  had  one  of  171b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Nicol,  Bread* 
albano  Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  killed  a  fish  of  171b.  Mr.  Max¬ 
well,  Pittsdirg,  had  one  of  201b.  on  the  Dalguise  Water 
on  Monday.  Mr.  Landon,  London,  had  one  of  10)11).  on  the 
Grandtully  AVater,  and  Mr.  T.  Greig,  one  of  10 Jib.  on  the 
Redgorton  AVater.  On  the  Free  Water  Mr.  Howe  had 
twelve  whitling  and  a  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Spiers,  nineteen 
whitling  ;  and  Mr.  Mason,  fourteen  whitling  on  the  Earn. 
Tummel. — On  the  Faskally  Water  Sir  I).  Stewart  killed  a 
fish  on  AVednesday.  On  Friday  Sir  George  Stephen  had 
two,  191b.  and  221b.,  and  one  of  111b.  On  Saturday  Sir 
John  McNeil  had  one  of  the  same  weight.  On  Monday, 
Sir  D.  Stewart,  one  of  131b.  On  Tuesday,  Admiral  the 
Earl  of  Clanwilliam,  Lord  Elphinstono,  and  Sir  George 
Stephen,  five,  91b.,  10lb.,  121b.,  151b.,  and  221b.  On  the  lower 
reaches,  Mr.  J.  S.  Ferguson,  one,  151b.— Alder. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Caithness).— Since  my  last  re¬ 
port  the  weather  has  been  going  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
the  proverbial  March  lamb  is  still  in  womb  of  the  future. 
Thursday  was  very  stormy,  with  driving  showers  of  hail. 
The  river  rose  steadily  all  day,  so  that  anglers  who  went 
out  hopeful  came  in  disappointed.  Friday  was  still  stormy 
with  heavy  rain,  and  the  river  was  in  high  flood.  Saturday 
the  same  state  of  matters  continued,  and  up  to  the  time  I 
write  there  is  no  change  for  the  better,  only  the  river  is 
running  much  cleaner  now,  but  is  much  too  high  for  good 
fishing.  A  considerable  quantity  of  snow  fell  on  Sunday, 
so  that  a  good  deal  of  high  water  is  in  store  for  the  anglers 
yet,  but,  like  the  Highlandman’s  flask,  “she’ll  be  empty 
sune  eneugh.”  Lochmore  is  very  high,  and  nothing  can  be 
done  on  it  at  present  except  trolling,  and,  owing  to  the  pre¬ 
vailing  high  winds,  the  management  of  the  boats  is  attended 
with  difficulty,  as  there  is  only  one  gillie  in  each  boat  on 
Lochmore,  whereas  on  Loch  Tay  I  am  told  there  arc  two. 
-A.  H. 

Tweed.— The  weather  conditions  during  the  past  week 
have  been  anything  but  what  could  have  been  wished  fgT 
by  the  AValtonian.  The  flood  of  last  week  seems  to  have 
set  the  fish  moving  up  the  river,  and  the  best  casts  on  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Tweed  appear  to  be  fairly 
well  stocked  with  new  and  clean  run  salmon  from  the  sea. 
During  the  Easter  holidays  a  good  many  anglers  have  been 
enjoying  their  favourite  pastime,  and  to  both  salmon  and 
trout  anglers  Dame  Fortune  has  been  fairly  kind.  On  the 
famous  fastnesses  of  Floors  Castle,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Roxburghe  has  killed  two  fish,  while  the  Duchess  has  also 
one  to  her  record  killed  on  Monday.  Lord  Bowmont— His 
Grace’s  eldest  son,  who  bids  fair  to  become  as  expert  with 
the  rod  as  his  father— has  been  more  successful,  and  has 
had  three  salmon  to  his  credit  since  Saturday  up  to 
Tuesday  night.  On  the  Hendersydo  water  also  fair  sport 
has  been  got.  On  this  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Bulstool, 
London,  had  one  salmon ;  on  Tuesday,  one ;  and  on 
AVednesday  one  very  fine  salmon  of  about  141b.  On  the 
same  water,  on  Monday,  Sir  Richard  AValdie  Griffith,  Bart, 
(the  proprietor  of  tho  water),  had  one  salmon  of  101b.,  and 
on  AVednesday  one  of  111b.,  and  on  the  same  day  he  had 
also  111b.  of  trout  with  fly,  while  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle, 
fisherman,  Charlesfield,  Kelso,  had  141b.  of  trout  on  the 
same  water.  It  may  here  he  stated  that  this  is  the  first 
week  which  trout  have  begun  to  rise  to  the  nhtural  fly,  and 
that  only  for  a  short  time  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  when  there  is  a  blink  of  sunsnine  on.  Below  Kelso 
Bridge,  on  AV  ednesday,  Mr.  Anthony  M’Cutcheon,  shoe¬ 
maker,  Kelso,  angling  with  fly,  had  a  very  nice  basket  of 
101b.  of  trout,  and  included  in  the  basket  was  one  of  141b. 
Further  down  the  river,  in  the  Coldstream  district,  anglers 
have  also  been  as  successful.  On  the  Carhaiu  water  Mr. 
A.  H.  Gilbey,  London,  had  two  fine  clean  fish  of  71b.  and 
101b.  respectively ;  and  one  of  131b.  was  got  by  Mr.  Goold 
on  the  “Temple  ”  cast.  On  tho  Lees  water  Mr.  Reynold 
Barclay,  London,  had  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  ono  of  131b. 
also  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Goold,  jun.  On  Monday,  on  the  Cornhill 
water,  Mr.  Archibald  Nesbitt  had  one  of  71b.,  a  clean  run 
fish  from  the  sea.  The  weather  has  been  a  shade  more 
genial  to-day,  and  should  tho  weather  only  now  improve 
with  the  advent  of  April,  better  sport  may  fairly  bo  antici¬ 
pated,  as  the  rivers  are  running  in  good  volume.  Tho 
wind  has  changed  into  the  south-east,  and  the  glass  is 
fairly  steady,  with  a  tendency  to  move  upwards.— Max- 
wheel. 

WMtadder  (Ellemford).— The  weather  this  last  seven 
days  has  been  altogether  against  the  angler.  Wind  north 
and  north-east ;  perfect  gales,  with  showers  of  snow.  To¬ 
day,  the  31st,  is  a  little  milder,  but  still  from  the  north-cast, 
and  until  the  weather  changes  the  fishing  will  be  poor. 
Although  six  rods  have  been  out  occasionally,  there  has 
not  been  a  catch  worth  recording.— It.  J.  Fenton. 

Yihan  (Tidal).— In  consequence  of  the  very  unsettled 
and  protracted  state  of  the  weather  angling  on  this  famous 
stretch  of  sea  trout  water  has  scarcely  begun.  Sea  trout 
and  finnock  are  plentiful,  and  have  been  showing  up  freely 
on  every  likely-like  opportunity,  and  under  the  more 
settled  climatic  conditions,  which  are  now  surely  at  hand, 
grand  sport  will  be  got.  Among  others  who  have  been 
lately  on  the  scene  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  AV.  C.  II. 
Jopp,  AVilliam  McKinnon,  O.  S.  Gordon  (Aberdeen),  and  the 
Messrs.  Ritchie  (Stonehaven).  The  golf  club,  however,  hts 
been  more  wielded  than  the  fishing  rod,  and  a  fine  course 
close  to  the  hotel  has  been  tho  scene  of  active  operations  in 
consequence  of  tho  uninviting  state  of  the  elements  on  the 
river.— G.  M. 

Insh.  Bsparts, 

Ballinderry,  &e.  (East  Tyrone).  —  Trouting  on  the 
Ballinderry  continues  good,  tho  river  being  now  in  ex¬ 
cellent  trim.  On  Thursday  last  on  the  Ardtrca  readies 
Mr.  AVilliam  M‘Cord  killing  five  brown  trout,  on  Friday 
he  landed  nine  trout,  and  on  Saturday  seven  trout.  On  tho 
same  reach  during  the  week  Mr.  Robert  Campbell  had 
twelve  trout,  the  heaviest  being  31b.  Among  other  anglers 
who  had  good  baskets  were  Messrs.  J.  Manccly,  J.  Norris, 
A.  Booke,  AV.  Crawford,  and  T.  Fergsuon.  On  the  lower 
reaches  a  great  quantity  of  trout  have  boen  killed  with  the 
worm  by  the  county  anglers.  On  the  Tally  wiggin  reaches 
on  Friday  Mr.  George  Retny  had  a  nico  basket  of  seven 
trout,  finally  hooking  a  nine-pounder,  which-unfortunateiy 
broke  his  tackle.  On  the  Tewew  Mr.  George  Davis  and 
Mr.  J.  B.  Davis  have  had  prime  baskets  of  brown  trout. — 
James  A.  Barlowe. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).  —  The 

recent  rain  caused  no  material  difference  in  the  height  of 
the  water  here,  consequently  the  lake  is  still  far  from  a 
suitable  level.  The  cold  harsh  winds  too  spoiled  any 
chances  of  sport.  Only  three  salmon  were  caught  since 
last  report— viz.,  ono  by  Colonel  Rogers.  941b. ;  D.  Leary, 
ono,  91b. ;  and  Stephen  Haggard,  one,  121b.  Trout  fishing 
also  has  been  poor.— Thomas  J.  Dennehv. 

Boylo  (Boyle).— Fishing  at  Boyle  since  it  opened  on 
February  1  has  been,  I  believe,  the  worst  on  record,  as  we 
had  not  for  over  twenty  years  so  much  frost  at  night,  and 
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such  hard  squally  winds  during  'toyto*  f^ng 

the  nearest  approach  we  have  had  t0 ,  & d  *h  “5  d l  <w § 
the  two  months.  There  were  a  few  locals  out  and  tared 
Yerv  well.  I  saw  some  very  good-conditioned  tr9ut  after 
them,  but  none  larger  than  31b.  River  in  very  nice  order 
iust  now,  ahd  if  April  brings  any  softness,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  a  fine  time  during  April,  May,  and  on  till  about 

''  Lough  Melvin  and  BUrtdrowes  River.— Owing  to  the 
verv^formy  weather  that  prevailed  during  the  past  week, 
very  little  angling  could  be  done;  in  fact,  the  gentlemen 
fishing  Melvin  were  stormstead  for  four  da^^n<1AV°ul? 
not  go  out.  Consequently  the  returns  are  small.  Mr.  d. 
Wilson  on  Tuesday,  one  salmon,  15Alb. ;  Colonel  Loyde,  on 
Saturday  one  salmon,  111b.;  Major  Wilson,  on  Saturday, 
one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  A.  Scott,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon, 
91b  •  Mr  E.  Hewlet,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon.  101b.  i  lie 
weather  is  much  settled  at  time  of  writing,  but  it  is  still 
rather  cold.  Few  anglers  tried  to  fish  the _ri wer,  as  owing 
to  the  gale  of  wind  it  was  all  one  could  do  to  stand  on  ttio 
bank  much  less  use  a  rod. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mov  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — After  the  heavy  rains  of 
last  week  the  river  rose  over  a  foot,  and  dirty  water 
followed.  ’  Consequently  no  fishing  could  be  done  up  to 
yesterday  when  Mr.  G.  Flynn  killed  two  nice  fish,  131b„ 
r'lb  •  Mr  H.  Scroop  also  had  a  nice  fresh-run  fish,  weigh¬ 
ing  15Jlb.  5  and  five  trout  weighing  511b. ;  Mr.  Walker  had 
another  fish  of  101b.  Should  no  more  rain  fall  the  water 
will  be  in  splendid  order  by  the  end  of  this  week. 
Frank  Hearns 
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Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Bitter  north- 
east  winds,  dazzling  bright  sun,  and  low  water,  have  all 
conduced  to  render  sport  scarcely  worth  recording  this 
week.  The  following  are  the  captures  of  salmon  :-Maj or 
Traherne,  one  fish,  151b. ;  Major  J.  S.  Mott,  three,  191b.,  141b., 
and  121b. ;  John  and  W.  Barry,  one,  llxb. ;  W.  Malone  and 
John  Johnson,  on  free  water,  one,  131b. ;  Frank  Johnson, 
on  free  water,  one,  191b.  The  wind  veered  suddenly  to  the 
south  last  evening,  and  through  the  night  and  all  to-day  it 
has  been  raining  heavily.  We  are  bound  to  have  good 
sport  now,  as  the  river  is  certain  to  fill  in  after  the  heavy 
rain,  which  is  likely  to  continue  for  some  days.  Major 
Traherne  has  just  landed  a  fine  fish  of  211b.—  S.J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— On  March  31, 
Mr  R  F.  Hutchings  killed  an  111b.  salmon  in  Dudley  s 
(proper).  This  is  the  first  salmon  got  this  season  in  that 
favourite  stream.  It  does  not  generally  fish  till  May,  but 
this  year  the  water  is  unprecedentedly  low.  I  or  the  past 
few  years  Mr.  Hutchings  has  been  the  successful  first  nere. 
On  Lord  Donouglimore’s  waters  some  good  sport  was  had 
during  the  past  week  by  some  gentlemen  staying  at 
Knocklofty  for  the  salmon  fishing.  On  the  24th  ult.,  one 
salmon,  101b.;  26th  ult.,  one  salmon,  12|lb.  ;  30th  ult  five 
salmon,  25lb.,  161b.,  141b.,  121b.,  and  91b.  At  Cashel  Petty 
Sessions,  Michael  Maher  (“Mick  o  the  River  )  was 
charged  with  having  in  his  possession  on  the  bank  ol  the 
river  Suir,  a  gaff  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish,  such  gaff 
not 'being  auxiliary  to  a  licensed  salmon  rod,  contrary  to 
bye-law.  He  was  fined  the  fixed  penalty,  £4,  and  special 
costs,  £1.  At  Golden  Petty  Sessions,  two  men,  Cahill  and 


Cummins,  were  charged  with  fishing  with  single  rods  for 
salmon  without  being  duly  licensed.  They  were  fined  £2 
each,  and  £l  special  costs.  At  Carrickbeg  Petty  Sessions, 
two  men,  Davies  and  Morrissey,  were  charged  with  fish¬ 
ing  with  a  snap  net  for  salmon  during  the  weekly  close 
season.  They  were  fined  £5  each.  A  few  such  salutary 
lessons  will  soon  show  the  fishermen  that  poaching  is  not 
all  profit,  and  that  it  would  pay  better  to  observe  laws 
that  wore  made  for  their  own  benefit. — Rich.  Bradford. 


NEW  PATENTS. 


The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign 
Patents.  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks: — 

4  731.— W.  H.  Foster,  of  Church-street,  Ashbourne,  for 
“Reducing  the  friction  on  fishing-lines  caused  by  rod 
and  rings,  the  said  inventiqn  being  a  double-roller  wire¬ 
framed  rod-end  ring  of  original  shape,  plan  or  build,  and 
manner  of  construction.” 

4,908.-1).  Morrison,  of  10,  Edgcumbe-street,  Stonehouse, 
Plymouth,  for  “Improvements  in  landing  nets.” 

5,255.— J.  Larde,  of  France,  for  “Improvements  in  and 
relating  to  fishing  lines.” 

5,407.— S.  Nathan,  of  London,  for  “A  new  or  improved 
spinning  bait  for  fishing- . 


SMOKE 


NAVY  CUT. 

THE  HIGH  GLASS  TOBACCO, 


MADE  FROM  PICKED  LEAVES  OF  THE  FINEST  QUALITY 


Extract  from  the  “FISHING  GAZETTE"  of  February  21st,  1891:— 

A  GOOD  SMOKE. 


Dear  Sir, — Knowing  how  much  you  enjoy 
your  pipe  when  out  a-fishing,  may  I  ask  if  you, 
or  any  of  your  friends,  have  ever  tried  “  The 
Oriel  ”  navy  cut,  manufactured  by  Kobinson’s, 
of  Stockport  ?  If  you  have  not,  do  so  at  once, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  be  well  pleased 


Sold  at  5d.  per  ounce 
culty  in  obtaining  it  from 

POST  FREE.  2oz.,  lOd. 


with  it,  being  very  cool  and  lasting,  with  an 
exquisite  flavour.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter 
whatever,  but  simply  recommend  it  as  my  beau 
ideal  of  what  a  fisherman’s  tobacco  should  be. — 
Yours  truly,  Smoker. 


,  in  1  and  2  oz.  Packets,  and  4oz.  Tins.  Any  Smoker  having  diffi- 
his  usual  Tobacconist  can  obtain  it  direct  from  the  Manufactory 
jib.,  Is.  8d. ;  |lb  ,  3s  4d.;  lib.,  6s.  8d.  POST  FREE. 


Sole  MANUFACTURERS :  ROBINSON  &  SONS,  TOBACCO  &  SNUFF  MILLS,  STOCKPORT 


:fcs>ip  JlirngleFS 

ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 
THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  LIMITED ,  ST.  DUN  STAN'S  HOUSE, 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 
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A  Book  on  Angling.  Being  a  complete  treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 
FRANCIS,  late  Angling  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 
is  added  (1SS7J  a  memoir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  10  Plates,  Crown  Svo,  15s. 

1  1st  of  Illustrations. — Frontispiece ,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie;  Plate  I,  Pike  Disgorgers,  i 
Wood’s  Spinne',  etc.  (S  figs.);  I.  The  Slider  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs  );  111.  Knots,  Hitches  etc. 

(7  fi»Q;  IV.  Spinning  Flights,  Leads,  etc.  (8  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (0  fits.);  VI.  Live- 
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FROM  OVERSCAIG-  TO  THE 
CARRON. 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
HIGHLANDS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

The  unyoking  of  the  tired  “  coackers  ”  and  the 
yoking  of  a  fresh  relay,  not  omitting  Tonalt’s 
minute  to  take  kis  customary  bite  and  taste, 
occupied  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which 
partaking  of  the  “  rale  Mackay’s  ”  good  cheer  and 
listening  to  some  of  his  very  amusing  fishing 
yarns  I  enjoyed  myself  most  thoroughly.  The 
Orerscaig  loch  fishing  I  learned  had  been  par¬ 
ticularly  good  late  in  May  and  early  in  June,  and 
having  got  into  fine  condition  thus  soon  the  larger 
trout  camo  up  very  briskly  and  trustfully,  and 
wonderful  baskets  of  them,  in  some  instances, 
were  made.  “  You  should  see  my  trout  fishing  at 
its  best,  Mr.  Murdoch,”  said  Duncan  as  I  stepped 
away  up  with  him  from  the  hotel  door  to  the 
public  road,  where  the  coach,  with  Tonalt  on  the 
dickey,  was  now  drawn  up  ready  to  start.  “Just 
give  me  your  word  to  come  up  next  year  in  the 
end  of  May,  and  I’ll  promise  to  go  myself  with 
you  every  day  to  the  fishing,  and  we’ll  go  over  all 
the  lochs  and  streams  that’s  fished  from  here, 
and  it’s  a  jolly  time  we’ll  have,  I’m  sure.’’ 
“  That  would  be  very  good  indeed  of  you,  Dnncan,” 
I  said,  “  and  be  sure  that  if  I  can  manage  at  all  to 
get  away  I  will  come,  but  unfortunately  May  is 
an  awkward  time  for  me,  as  I  have  then  to  attend 
to  the  salmon.  That’s  almost  as  good  as  ferox, 
I  fancy,  you’ll  think,  Duncan  ;  but  by  the  way  as 
it’s  not  likely  that  any  of  your  gillies  will  jjut  his 


shentlcmans  into  a  ferox  to  day  in  this  scorching, 
calm  weather,  this  is  from  me  to  get  a  bottle  of 
the  ‘  best  Highland,’  and  you’ll  stand  them  all 
round  a  good  drop  in  the  evening,  and  set  them  to 
foot  it  lightly  to  the  strains  of  your  jiiper  of  the 
‘  Anglers’  Paradise.’  I  am  in  good  spirits  to-day, 
Duncan,  having  had  a  glorious  drive,  and  grand 
sport  when  ‘  wast,’  and  am  therefore  more  dis¬ 
posed  to  remember  them  than  I  was  that 
cold,  wet,  dismal  night,  a  fortnight  since,  when  I 
drove  through  from  Lairg  to  Achferry.  The 
1  boys  ’  will  be  badly  iu  want  of  a  refresher  after 
being  out  all  day  long  in  this  terrible  heat.  They 
will  be  ferry  dry  whateffer.’’ 

The  coach  now  starting,  I  bade  adieu  to  Duncan, 
and  in  a  little  under  a  couple  of  hours  afterwards 
had  arrived  at  Lairg.  From  Lairg  I  intended, 
after  having  lunch,  to  start  off  at  once  driving 
hard  as  I  could,  as  far  as  the  road  goes,  to  Loch 
Beannoch,  on  which  I  was  particularly  anxious  to 
try  the  fishing  during  the  afternoon  and  evening. 
I  had  arranged  for  this  with  Mr.  Butters  by  writ¬ 
ing  him  from  Scourie,  but  unfortunately  through 
some  misunderstanding  on  his  part  as  to  the 
length  of  time  I  would  be  able  to  stay  at  Lairg, 
I  found  to  my  great  regret  that  the  boat  on 
Beannoch  was  occupied  for  the  day  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  intended  staying  on  until  far  into  the 
evening.  My  plans  for  Beannoch  being  thus  up¬ 
set,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  proceed 
by  the  first  train  from  Lairg  Station  to  Bonar 
Bridge,  close  to  which  is  the  comfortable  Balna- 
gown  Arms  Hotel,  whose  fishery  of  the  river 
Carron,  leased  by  the  proprietor,  the  kindly 
hospitable  Johnnie  MacLeod— himself  a  first-rate 
salmon  rod — to  afford  recreation  for  his  angling 
visitors,  I  learned  was  in  grand  ply. 

Lairg  being  a  place  I  particularly  like 
— well  wooded,  well  watered,  and  every  way 
delightful — I  was  sorry  to  have  to  leave  it 
so  soon,  and  Mr.  Butters  I  could  see  was 
greatly  disappointed  that  I  found  it  impossible 
to  stay  on  to  fish  on  the  Monday,  when  he 
would  make  sure  of  my  getting  the  Beannoch 
boat.  Most  of  the  hour  I  had  to  spare  before 
getting  away  in  the  ’bus  to  catch  the  train  I 
occupied  in  conversation  with  him  about  his  fish¬ 
ings.  Sport,  he  informed  me,  had  been  better 
than  usual  early  in  the  season,  but  this  he  con¬ 
cluded  was  simply  a  fitful  revival,  attributable 
entirely  to  the  weather,  as  recently  comparing 
one  year  with  another  he  had  found  to  his  regret 
that  nearly  all  round  the  yield  of  his  fishings  had 
declined,  sport  with  large  trout  in  particular 
having  become  less  certain  and  less  satisfying 
than  eight  or  ten  years  ago.  His  lochs  being 
notably  early — indeed  the  earliest  in  the  county — 
the  very  large  trout,  in  Nam  Fuar  Lechd  and 
Beannoch  for  example,  he  pointed  out  could  be 
stalked  with  most  certainty  of  success  from  April 
to  June — their  proper  season  for  feeding  upon 
flies — after  which  most  of  them  went  “  down,”  to 
live  henceforth  wholly  upon  stickle-backs  and 
bottom  food.  I  would  have  heard,  he  said,  about 
the  trout  being  poached  in  the  spawning  season — 
a  great  shame  and  a  wanton  crippling  of  the  fish¬ 
ings,  which  he  knew  quite  well  his  Grace  the  Duke 
was  very  anxious  to  improve  as  an  encouragement 
to  anglers  to  visit  the  county. 

As  very  few  good  trout  can  be  got  (from  Lairg 
Hotel)  after  June,  although  any  number  of  small 
ones  of  three  and  four  to  the  pound  can  readily  be 
caught,  what  seems  to  me  desirable  is  that  the 
burns  connected  with  Beannoch,  Nam  Fuar  Lechd, 
&c.,  should  be  closely  looked  after  during  the 
entire  spawning  season.  This  lifting  out  of  the 
burns  by  the  natives  of  so  many  of  the  uuspawned 
largo  fish  every  yoar  is  bound  iu  timo  to  utterly 
ruin  the  fishings,  and  especially  near  so  popular  an 
hotel  as  Lairg,  from  which  hosts  of  anglers  go  out 
every  day  of  the  season,  it  is  simply  a  case  of 
“  burning  at  both  ends  ”  which  cannot  last  long. 
I  may  say  that  speaking  for  myself  personally — if 
I  could  claim  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  matter — I 
should  make  a  representation  to  his  Grace  to  do  a 
little  in  the  way  of  stocking  the  best  fed  smaller 
lochs  with  yearlings  or  two-year-olds  (say  of  the 
magnificent  sporting  trout  of  Na  Shallag  or 
Sletill),  and  to  employ  a  couplo  of  watchers — men 
who  could  be  counted  on  to  fearlessly  do  their 
duty — to  look  after  the  protection  of  the  trout  in 
the  burns  during  the  spawning  season.  All  this 
however  by  the  way. 

When  1  was  leaving  with  the  ’bus  for  the 
station  my  friend  Captain  Campbell  arrived  at 


the  hotel  from  Shiness,  and  with  him  “  mine  host  ’’ 
Lieutenant  Butters  went  away  to  parade  the  local 
force.  At  the  same  timo  Lord  Rutherford  Clark 
also  arrived,  ou  his  way  to  Loch  Hope  for  the 
grand  sea  trout  angling.  At  the  railway  station, 
on  their  way  south,  were  three  or  four“braw 
fushers,”  who  had  come,  I  understood,  from  Alt- 
na-gall-aw-gach,  where  they  had  had  little  short 
of  a  perfect  surfeit,  capturing  the  three  to  the 
pound  and  quarter  pound  trout  with  whioh  the 
lochs  thereabouts  are  steering. 

“  A  supple  horse  this  iron  one, 

Needs  neither  corn  nor  groom, 

Nor  whip  nor  hup  to  spur  him  up, 

And  yet  we  see  him  come,” 

And  in  he  dashed  at  mail  express  speelfrom  Wick, 
all  redolent  of  herring,  this  snorting  horse  of  the 
“  Highland,”  and  presently  I  was  seated.  Soon  now 
I  would  reach  the  last  fishing  place  on  my  pro¬ 
gramme,  and  soon,  alas !  only  too  soon  would  I 
find  my  angling  holiday  ended.  This  fact,  un¬ 
welcome  enough,  forced  itself  upon  me,  but  only 
for  a  moment ;  it  “  vanished  like  a  dream.”  Not 
alone  in  catching  fish  is  all  the  angler’s  delight, 
and  as  I  was  swiftly  carried  along  the  recurring 
scenes  of  beauty,  made  beautiful  beyond  what  I 
had  ever  seen  them  before  by  the  brilliancy  of  the 
westering  sun,  now  in  cloudless  blue  after  the  re¬ 
freshing  summer  shower,  thrilled  me  with  rapture. 
The  Shin,  amid  its  birch  and  pine-clad  eminences 
— noble  river,  here  in  broad  stately  glide,  there 
contracted  and  chafing  the  rocky  banks,  and  there 
again  plunging  over  the  roaring  linn  into  the  deep 
black  cauldron — away  far  down  below  I  skirted, 
and  then  the  verdant  meadow  lands  of  the  kyle, 
whose  lacustrine  waters  westward  were  gleaming 
golden,  burst  upon  my  view.  Onward,  onward, 
viewing  more  scenes  of  beauty— the  blue  unruffled 
kyle  to  eastward  with  its  wooded  dark  sentinel 
rock  in  the  distance ;  the  birch  and  fir-crowned 
heights  of  Culrain ;  the  gently  rising  moorland 
beginning  to  purple ;  the  moss-brown  waters  of 
the  Carron  under  their  birchen  canopy  rippling 
prettily  over  their  clean  shingly  way — and  anon 
I  had  reached  Bonar  Bridge  Railway  Station, 
whither  alighting  I  found  Mr.  John  MacLeod, 
“  mine  host  ”  to  be,  with  whom  I  straightway 
made  for  tho  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  iu 
the  umbrageous  shade,  not  over  fifty  yards  away. 


THE  GREEN  FLY  AND  THE 
EVENING  RISE. 

By  Notsogreen. 

Some  few  years  ago,  along  with  my  friend, 
Colonel  F.,  I  had  a  week’s  salmon  and  grilse  fish¬ 
ing  on  one  of  the  celebrated  clear  water  streams 
of  the  north  of  Scotland.  It  was  in  July,  and  our 
turn  to  the  “  watter  ”  the  evening  we  arrived  at 
our  “  hut  ”  gave  us  sanguine  hopes  of  grand  sport 
to  come.  Everything  looked  perfectly  propitious — 
so  fresh  and  so  fragrant.  The  water  was  a  tempt¬ 
ing  colour,  and  just  within  a  few  inches  of  being 
down  to  the  best  fishing  size  for  most  of  the  catches. 
There  had  been  a  heavy  scouring  flood  but  a  couple 
of  days  before,  which  had  driven  out  of  their  long 
frequented  resorts  the  stale  potted  fish,  and 
cleansed  most  thoroughly  the  bed  of  the  river. 
This  spate,  our  old  Highland  gillie— a  regular 
otter — told  us,  could  not  have  come  at  a  better 
time.  For  over  a  fortnight  they  had  had  “  her  ” 
(the  river)  dead  low,  and  during  all  that  timo 
salmon  and  grilse  had  been  accumulating  in  the 
estuary,  waiting  for  a  taste  of  freshened  water  to 
induce  them  to  run  up.  The  first  spate  in  July 
is  counted  far  the  best  for  this  river,  the  proper 
season  for  grilse  and  summer  salmon  being  then 
about  its  host.  The  spate  I  more  particularly  rofor 
to  camo  “down”  during  the  weekly  close  time, 
and  the  consequence  was  a  run  of  fish  almost  un¬ 
paralleled  in  strength  through  not  a  thing  being  in 
the  way  to  lessen  or  check  it.  We  saw  with  satis¬ 
faction  that  we  were  all  right  for  fish  in  the  river, 
come  what  speed  we  might  in  catching  them. 
Having  then  a  well-stocked  fishery  to  cast  over, 
for  fish  all  fresh  run  and  bright  as  a  new  shilling, 
we  enjoyed  nice  sport  for  the  first  two  days. 
There  was  plenty  of  water,  and  being  vigorous  the 
fish  were  keen  in  rising.  But  our  run  of  good 
fortune  we,  alas !  only  too  soon  plainly  foresaw 
could  not  last  long.  The  weather  had  become 
thoroughly  settled.  Every  day,  every  hour,  the 
water,  although  keeping  up  wonderfully  in  volume, 
was  getting  clearer,  and  all  day  long  the  sun  kept 
intensely  bright,  so  much  as  a  single  airy  cloud 
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never  appearing  to  cross  his  face.  Our  third  day,  a 
bright  thorough  summer  day,  with  not  a  breath  of 
wind,  we  did  but  little,  and  for  our  fourth  it  was  a 
foregone  conclusion  with  us  that  we  could  only 
repeat  the  performance,  if  indeed  do  as  well.  Our 
spirits,  I  confess,  were  getting  down.  We  had  got 
too  good  a  start ;  it  had  spoiled  us.  This  is  the 
way  with  many  anglers  I  have  come  across.  Let 
them  have  superior  sport  when  they  first  start 
salmon  fishing,  and  they  never  afterwards  seem 
to  be  thoroughly  pleased,  however  well  they  may 
do.  But  this  incidentally. 

It  was  a  roasting  morning  when  we  got  to  the 
river  side  about  nine  o’clock  on  the  fourth  day  of 
“  our  week.”  During  the  night  there  had  been  an 
air  of  frost,  and  since  eight  o’clock  of  the  previous 
evening,  when  we  left  off  fishing,  the  water  had 
gone  down  about  a  couple  of  inches.  To  all 
appearance  the  state  of  matters  had  now  become 
less  encouraging  than  ever.  Only  two  of  those 
small  casts  could  be  remaining  in  anything  like 
order,  and  these,  with  the  water  crystal  clear 
and  the  sun  in  dazzling  brightness,  what  hope  of 
doing  the  least  good  on?  We  resolved,  however,  not 
*o  be  discouraged  and  moon  about,  but  to  put  our 
best  foot  foremost,  as  the  saying  is,  and  work  with 
the  utmost  perseverance.  The  first  little  cast 
was  allotted  to  me,  and  with  the  old  gillie 
(carrying  the  capacious  bag  warranted  to  hold  a 
dozen  salmon  of  fair  size !)  in  attendance,  the 
Colonel  went  on  to  the  next  one  somewhat  over 
half  a  mile  further  up.  In  this  way,  fishing  cast 
about,  and  cast  about  over  and  over  again,  for  the 
casts  that  were  in  order  were  few,  we  both  con¬ 
tinued  without  a  brief  breathing  space,  and  with¬ 
out  any  encouraging  results  beyond  the  Colonel 
moving  a  small  fish,  until  almost  one  o’clock,  when 
we  sought  the  fishing  hut  to  refresh.  In  such  a 
heat  our  vigorous  exertions  for  four  hours  had 
fagged  us  a  good  deal,  and  we  were  in  no  hurry 
to  start  anew.  I  can’t  say  how  I  looked  myself, 
but  the  look  on  the  Colonel’s  face  was  such  as 
could  only  have  been  approached  by  that  on  the 
old  gillie’s,  which  unmistakably  indicated  utter 
disgust  and  disappointment. 

About  half-past  three  a  slight  breeze  sprang  up, 
and  then  for  the  first  time  we  thought  of  stirring. 
“What’s  the  use,’’ however  we  both  asked,  “of 
fishing  the  same  water  over  again  We  indeed 
felt  it  amount  to  something  like  enforced  labour— 
not  the  pleasant  recreation  of  a  favourite  pastime. 
Sooth  to  say,  therefore,  we  did  not  stir  the  first  or 
the  second  time  we  thought  about  it  “  Let  us 
hear  what  Kenneth  has  to  say  to  it,”  at  length, 
however,  ejaculated  the  Colonel,  starting  to  his 
feet  and  calling  out  loudly  to  the  old  gillie  by 
name — “  Kenneth,  come  here  ;  we  want  to  know 
what  you  would  suggest.”  “  Yes,  sir,”  responded 
Kenneth  from  the  shade  of  a  huge  broom  bush  on 
the  brink  of  the  water,  and  getting  on  his  “  pins  ” 
he  came  sprawling  up  the  bank  to  the  door  of  the 
hut.  His  proposal  was  that  we  ought  to  go 
straight  to  the  head  of  the  water  and  try  the  two 
long  shallow  hard  run  streams  there.  These — about 
two  miles  above  where  we  were — we  had  not  yet 
seen,  not  on  account  of  their  distance,  but  be¬ 
cause  until  now  the  water  had  been  too  high  for 
them.  Kenneth’s  assurance  that  we  would  find 
them  in  bonnie  order,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
they  would  be  “  new  watter  ”  to  us,  cheered  us  up 
a  bit,  and  we  held  on  our  way  to  them  chatting 
quite  briskly  and  gaily. 

These  top  casts,  I  should  mention,  are  long 
sweeps  of  rapid-rushing  shallow  water,  broken 
all  over  the  surface  with  eddies  and  ripples 
caused  by  stones  which  have  been  hurled  down 
and  scattered  at  random  over  the  bottom  by 
the  energy  of  the  tearing  ice  floods.  The 
lower  of  the  two — the  one  we  first  got  to — has 
four  good  lies,  whereof  two  are  quite  easily  reached 
and  nicely  fished  by  wading  in  a  few  yards  and 
piloting  oneself  tentily  amongst  the  sharp  and 
often  slippery  stones.  It  was  the  Colonel’s  desire 
that  I  should  take  the  leading  go-over  of  this 
one. 

On  our  side  the  bank  all  the  way  along  the  pool 
was  very  steep  and  high,  and  so  close  to  the 
swift  current  as  only  to  leave  a  narrow  strip  of 
shingly  stony  beach,  affording  a  most  precarious 
footing.  With  Kenneth’s  aid  I  scrambled  down 
to  the  water’s  edge  opposite  the  topmost  lie,  and 
my  rod  was  handed  after  me.  Having  forgot 
before  my  descent  to  ask  what  fly,  I  now  called 
out  to  the  old  boy,  “  Would  you  say  Jock  Scott  or 
tdie  Silver  Doctor  ?  ”  “  You  will  put  on  the  Jockie 


Scott,  sir— just  a  bit  Jockie  Scott — very  small,  and 
if  you  don’t  raise  ’im  with  it  ye’ll  try  the  Doctor 
the  second  time  ye  go  over  the  watter.”  “All 
right  then,  Kenneth,  and  where  may  I  expect 
him  to  come  ?  ”  Kenneth  knew  the  “  richt 
side  o’  a  shilling,”  and  counting  as  I  had 
thrown  out  the  hint  that  he  would  have  some 
reward  if  he  gave  me  the  right  tip,  he  proceeded 
with  deliberation  to  give  me  all  the  hints — every 
one  of  which  be  repeated  with  emphasis — as  to 
how  far  out  to  wade,  where  to  cast,  how  to  work 
the  fly,  and  where  the  very  spots  were  that  I  might 
look  out  “  for  him  cornin’  at.” 

As  I  started  with  no  great  expectations  I 
experienced  but  very  little  disappointment  in 
fishing  pointedly  and  according  to  directions 
all  the  lies  blank.  The  Jockie  Scott  had 
no  charm  for  the  fish.  The  Silver  Doctor — to 
my  mind  a  much  more  likely  fly,  seeing  the  day 
was  so  bright  and  the  water  so  clear — was  next 
tried.  Still  no  boil,  break,  rug,  rise,  or  tail  or 
head  put  up,  and  quite  an  hour  had  been  spent  in 
painfully  careful  fishing.  By  this  time  the  sun 
had  got  right  round  ahead  of  the  fish,  shining 
straight  down  the  river.  “  Chances  worse  than 
ever,”  I  growled,  as  I  waded  out  at  the  bottom  of 
the  stream  and  seated  myself  on  a  big  stone  with 
my  feet  on  another  in  the  water.  Thinking  over 
pasc  experiences  under  such  conditions  on  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  my  doings  on  one  or  two 
occasions  with  the  green  fly  came  to  my  recollec¬ 
tion.  Might  this  fly  not  answer  ?  I  inwardly 
questioned  myself.  Yes,  I'll  have  it  on  at  any 
rate  and  give  the  fish  a  look  of  it — there  can  be  no 
harm  in  that.  Accordingly  taking  out  of  my  fly  box 
a  very  tiny  green  fly  on  hook  No.  8  Limerick,  I 
attached  it  to  the  almost  trout  gut  I  was  using,  and 
then  made  my  way  to  the  head  of  the  stream,  and 
wading  in  and  up  a  few  yards  I  got  into  position 
for  the  first  lie  Kenneth  had  pointed  out.  Here 
after  three  casts  I  hooked  a  fine  81b.  salmon,  which 
I  played  and  landed  all  by  myself,  tbe  old  gillie 
at  the  time  being  round  the  corner  out  of  sight 
with  the  Colonel.  Back  after  this  I  went  and 
fished  the  same  lie  again,  when,  lo!  about  a 
yard  further  down  another  made  a  bold  dashing 
rise,  gripping  the  fly.  This  fish  out,  I  quickly  got 
on  to  the  next  lie  and  again  was  in  luck,  hooking 
a  strong  lively  twelve-pounder,  which  took  below 
the  surface,  and  rushing  off,  might  and  main,  led 
me  a  pretty  dance,  following  and  manoeuvring 
him  in  such  an  awkward  place.  Just  in  the  nick 
of  time  Kenneth  appeared,  gaff  in  hand,  but  in 
his  haste  to  get  down  tbe  bank  he  tripped  and 
stumbled,  and  came  down  by  the  run  into  the 
water.  Nothing  put  out,  however,  his  first  con¬ 
cern  was  for  the  fish,  and  quickly  recovering  the 
gaff,  which  in  falling  he  had  lost  hold  of,  he  did  the 
business  and  came  up  with  a  smile  !  Two  more  fish 
soon  followed,  one  from  each  of  the  two  other  lies. 

Presently  came  the  Colonel’s  turn  of  luck,  also 
with  the  green  fly,  which  on  my  getting  up  to  him 
along  with  Kenneth  and  telling  him  of  my  good 
success,  he  immediately  put  on. 

At  six  o’clock  we  were  well  satisfied  with  what 
we  had  done,  having  between  us  secured  eight  fish. 

The  evening  rise  has  yet  to  come  on. 

(  To  he  continued. ) 


THE  FIRST  GRILSE  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Mr.  William  Walker,  fish  culturist  and  work¬ 
ing  manager,  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company,  reports 
the  capture  of  a  grilse  on  March  30.  He  says: 
“  On  Monday  last  week  we  had  at  the  Harbour 
Commissioners’  pier  nettings  among  our  salmon 
a  beautiful  plump  grilse  of  31b.  weight.  This  I 
consider  notably  early ;  the  weight,  too,  is  notable, 
being  such  as  few  grilse  attain  before  the  month 
of  May.  We  incline  to  regard  a  particularly  early 
appearance  of  grilse  as  an  augury  of  great  plenty 
in  the  proper  season.  Last  year  it  was  several 
days  into  May  before  we  saw  a  single  one.” 

Usually  there  is  a  period  of  about  a  couple  of 
months  between  the  date  when  the  first  grilse  is 
got  at  sea  and  tbe  date  when  grilse  fishing  (rod) 
gets  to  be  of  much  account  in  the  rivers.  For 
a  good  many  years  back  the  first  grilse  of  the 
year  captured  in  Scotch  waters  has  been  got  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dee  or  along  the  northern  part 
of  the  Kincardineshire  coast  which  the  Dee  fish 
frequent.  W.  Murdoch. 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen's). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— E4ST  London  Rubber 
Co  ,  8,  Shoreditch, 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CAITHNESS. 

By  a.  H. 

Now  that  the  trout  fishing  season  is  at  hand  in 
this  far  north  part  of  Scotland,  and  seeing  the 
demand  for  trout  fishing  wherever  it  is  to  be  got, 
and  often  the  crowded  state  of  some  of  the  hotels 
where  fishing  is  to  be  got  free,  or  otherwise,  is  it 
not  a  pity  that  the  many  fine  lochs  in  the  county 
of  Caithness  should  be  shut  against  all  anglers, 
except  a  favoured  few,  and  those  who  are  able  to 
pay  an  extortionate  rent  for  shootings,  which  in 
all  cases  are  let  along  with  the  exclusive  right,  or 
a  joint  right  to  the  fishing  along  with  the  pro¬ 
prietor  ?  As  a  rule  those  sportsmen  are  too  much 
occupied  with  shooting  matters  to  pay  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  trout,  and  the  proprietors  themselves 
in  many  cases  never  throw  a  line  for  trout ;  the 
consequence  is  that  the  lochs  and  some  of  the 
streams  as  well  are  underfished.  There  are  many 
good  lochs  in  the  county  teeming  with  trout,  where 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  number  they  could 
afford  is  annually  caught.  The  result  is  that  some 
of  the  lochs  get  disease  and  the  trout  die  in  great 
numbers.  As  many  as  nine  in  a  dozen  are  some¬ 
times  caught  afflicted  with  tapeworm  and 
diseased  liver.  When  the  disease  has  thinned 
them  considerably,  like  the  grouse  disease,  it  dis¬ 
appears  for  a  few  years,  only  to  show  itself  again 
when  the  lochs  get  overcrowded.  It  is  also  a  fact 
that  the  quality  and  size  of  the  trout  are  deteriora¬ 
ting.  There  are  lochs  in  the  county  where,  forty 
years  ago,  when  they  were  open  to  the  inhabitants, 
trout  from  21b.  to  41b.  were  caught  with  the  otter 
on  any  good  day  in  the  summer  months  ;  whereas 
now  in  ten  years  you  won’t  get  a  single  trout  over 
lib.  Others  have  deteriorated  to  such  a  degree 
that  from  six  to  seven  trout  to  the  pound  is  the 
average  weight.  There  are  some  lochs  which  have 
shown  none  of  the  above  symptoms,  but  as  a  rule 
they  are  those  most  accessible,  and  consequently 
more  fished.  Fish  and  game  ought  to  be  preserved 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  can  be  overdone, 
and  that  this  is  the  case  with  Caithness 
loch  trout  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Are  not  the  proprietors  of  these  lochs 
pursuing  a  policy  anything  but  beneficial  to  them¬ 
selves  and  the  county  at  large  ?  I  have  little 
doubt,  if  even  some  of  the  lochs  were  opened  up 
in  connection  wbh  the  nearest  hotels,  that  a  good 
many  gentlemen  would  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
spend  a  few  weeks  there.  The  Highland  Railway 
runs  through  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  good 
lochs  are  within  easy  distance  of  all  the  stations ; 
there  are  also  good  roads,  and  posting  can  be  got  iu 
every  town  and  village.  Supposing  loch  trout  fish¬ 
ing  were  only  opened  to  anglers  staying  at  hotels  for 
three  months  in  the  year — viz.,  May,  June,  July — 
the  amount  of  money  spent  in  the  county  during 
these  months  would  be  very  considerable.  True, 
there  is  not  much  attraction  in  the  way  of  wild 
and  romantic  scenery  such  as  is  to  be  met  with  in 
the  neighbouring  counties  ;  but  there  is  plenty 
fresh  air  and  trout,  and  what  more  does  a  true 
disciple  of  Old  Izaak  want  ?  There  are  not 
wanting,  however,  relics  of  historic  interest  in 
Caithness  ;  it  is  the  field  where  Robert  Dick  made 
himself  famous  as  a  geologist  and  botanist.  There 
are  numerous  old  castles  of  the  feudal  days  still 
to  be  seen,  where  many  a  hard  battle  was  fought. 
The  hotels  within  reasonable  distance  of  good 
loch  trout  fishing  are : — Dunbeath,  Latheron, 
Lyhster,  Wick,  Georgemas,  Halkirk,  Thurso,  and 
Reay.  Would  it  not  be  worth  while  for  the 
proprietors  of  these  hotels  to  negotiate  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  fishings  to  grant  them  leave  to 
have  a  boat  or  two  boats  on  some  of  the  lochs 
nearest  their  respective  places  ?  I  do  not  tbink 
anyone  would  be  the  loser  by  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  whereas  many  would  be  accommodated  and 
not  a  few  benefited.  As  for  salmon  fishing,  that 
is  a  foregone  conclusion,  as  they  are  all  let  on 
lease,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  owner,  which  he 
carefully  preserves  for  sport  to  the  guests  or 
tenants  who  shoot  there  in  the  autumn.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  only  fish  to  be  met  with  in 
Caithness  lochs  or  streams  are  salmon  and  trout, 
with  a  few  char,  but  they  are  so  few  as  not  to  be 
worth  mentioning.  Eels  are,  of  course,  plentiful 
everywhere. 


Perch  Spawn. — Should  now  bo  ordered  at  once.  Hatches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  apparatus  required.  Printed 
instructions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage.— J.  J.  Armjstead, 
Sojway  Fishery,  Dumfries, 
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Wf.  regret  to  learn  that  a  sad  bereavement  has 
befallen  the  family  of  our  old  and  respected  friend, 
Wr.  H.  Brougham,  by  tho  almost  sudden  death  of 
his  only  son  from  congestion  of  the  brain.  Horace 
W.  Brougham  was  in  his  eighteenth  year,  a  youth 
full  of  hope  and  promise. 

The  Merganser  and  the  gooseander  are  the 
two  worst  enemies  of  the  feathered  tribe  that  the 
young  of  salmon  and  trout  have — in  fact  they 
seem  to  eat  nothing  else  in  fresh  water.  I  have 
shot  these  birds  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but 
never  yet  found  them  without  being  gorged  with 
fry.  I  think  it  a  mistake  to  have  them  included  in 
the  Wild  Birds  Act ;  at  all  events,  owners  of  rivers 
should  be  allowed  to  destroy  them,  as  I  am  safe 
to  say  that  one  of  these  birds^devours  on  an  average 
a  dozen  fry  daily. — A.  H. 

Freaks  of  Nature. — Last  week  a  ewe  belonging 
to  a  farmer  near  Laurencekirk,  Kincardineshire, 
gave  birth  to  three  lambs,  one  of  them  having  six 
legs  and  two  tails  ;  in  fact,  two  distinct  bodies 
from  the  middle  of  the  back  downwards  were 
perfectly  distinct  in  every  part.  This  monstrosity 
was  dead  when  lambed,  but  the  other  two  are  alive 
and  doing  well.  - 

Strange  Conduct  of  a  Collie. — About  a  month 
ago  a  collie-bitch  at  the  farm  of  Whiteside 
Monkton,  Ayr,  had  a  litter  of  pups,  two  of  which 
were  kept,  which  were  much  petted  by  the  family. 
Several  times  the  pups  have  been  enticed  into  a 
thick  wood  by  the  mother,  and  left  there,  herobject 
ostensibly  being  to  lose  them.  Last  Sunday  the 
mother  and  puppies  went  a  missing,  and  on  search 
being  made  she  was  discovered  at  the  mill  dam  in 
the  act  of  dragging  one  of  them  into  the  water, 
while  close  at  hand  the  dead  body  of  the  other 
was  found,  it  having  been  first  drowned  by  the 
mother,  and  then  laid  on  the  bank. 


Newfoundland  Seal  Fishings.  —  Further 
Successes. — Later  cablegrams  confirm  previous 
advices  as  to  the  great  success  of  the  vessels 
prosecuting  the  Newfoundland  seal  fishings  this 
season.  The  Nimrod,  Liverpool,  arrived  at  St. 
John’s  last  Saturday,  along  with  the  Panther,  of 
Greenock,  both  being  fully  loaded  from  the  Gulf 
fishing.  The  Nimrod  reports  having  spoken  the 
Polynia ,  of  Dundee,  ten  days  before,  when  her 
crew  had  then  secured  between  eight  thousand 
and  ten  thousand  seals,  and  were  then  busily 
employed  augmenting  their  catch.  The  earlier 
killed  seals  are  reported  to  be  very  small. 


A  Trout  from  New  Zealand. — Mr.  A.  Murray, 
town  letter  carrier,  Thurso,  received  on  Saturday 
from  New  Zealand  a  fine  trout,  weighing  91b.,  fine 

fresh  condition.  - 

A  Fish  Running  Away  with  a  Boat. — A  corre¬ 
spondent,  writing  from  Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa, 
says  the  Scotsman,  reports  a  singular  incident 
which  occurred  in  that  harbour  on  Sunday, 
February  22.  In  the  afternoon,  one  of  the  boats 
which  were  moored  off  the  public  wharf  was  seen 
to  suddenly  start  off  up  the  river  as  if  being  carried 
by  the  tide.  Some  persons  who  witnessed  the 
affair  pursued  the  runaway,  and  on  getting  up  to 
it  found  that  the  boat  was  being  drawn  along  by 
a  monster  fish  known  locally  as  a  “  sea-grapple.” 
This  is  really  a  huge  octopus,  and  for  some  little 
time  the  occupants  of  the  pursuing  boat  were 
afraid  to  board  the  other  craft.  Finally  it  was 
captured  and  towed  back  to  Susan’s  Bay.  It 
seems  that  it  is  no  unusual  circumstance  for  this 
description  of  fish  to  visit  Sierra  Leone  harbour, 
and  it  is  not  the  first  time  that  they  have  made 
off  with  one  of  the  boats  moored  there.  It  is  said 
that  some  of  the  fish  are  of  immense  size,  the 
body  alone  measuring  from  8ft.  to  12ft.  diameter, 
and  the  legs  proportionately  long. 


Fishing  at  Ringwood. — The  following  salmon 
have  been  taken  by  the  gentlemen  staying  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel March  9,  Mr.  Townsend,  one, 
2llb. ;  15th,  Mr.  Goddard,  one,  401b. ;  Mr.  Town¬ 
send,  one,  20lb. ;  Mr.  Winton,  one,  19lb. ;  Mr. 
Winton,  one,  261b. ;  19th,  Mr.  Booker,  one,  201b. ; 
20th,  Mr.  Booker,  one,  27lb.  Messrs.  Winton  and 
Booker  are  members  of  the  Flyfishers’  Club  and 
the  Piscatorial  Society, 


THE  SPORTSMANS’  EXHIBITION. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Sportsmans’  Exhibition, 
and  the  Kennel  Club’s  35th  Show  of  Sporting 
and  other  Dogs,  opened  on  Monday  last  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  and  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  week. 

The  attendance  of  visitors  each  day  has  been 
fairly  good,  and  the  exhibition  on  the  whole 
appears  to  be  a  success.  The  show  of  sporting 
appliances  is,  however,  very  meagre,  and  by 
no  means  representative,  many  of  the  articles 
in  the  collection  having  no  obvious  association 
with  any  branch  of  sport. 

Fishing-tackle  makers  are  represented  by  the 
following  well-known  firms : — 

Enright  and  Son,  Castleconnell,  Ireland. 

Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick. 

Holland,  Salisbury. 

Ogden  and  Scotford,  Cheltenham. 

Slater  and  Co.,  Newark-on-Trent. 

The  exhibits  by  these  manufacturers  of  rods, 
reels,  nets,  flies,  &c.,  are  exceptionally  praise¬ 
worthy  and  should  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  lover 
of  the  craft.  Many  new  patterns  and  patents  are 
shown,  and  we  believe  a  brisk  business  is  being 
done.  Some  of  the  special  exhibits  in  this  class 
will  probably  be  referred  to  in  future  issues  of 
this  journal. 

Mr.  Thomas  Burberry,  of  Basingstoke,  has  a 
splendid  show  of  anglers’  outfits,  including  his 
well-known  “  Gabardine  combination,”  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
columns. 

The  exhibition  will  be  closed  at  ten  p.m.  to-day 
(Saturday),  so  that  any  of  our  readers  who  have 
not  paid  a  visit,  and  who  are  desirous  of  doing  so, 
must  hurry  up  at  onoe. 


WHAT  NOT  TO  DO  AND  WHAT 
TO  DO. 

Hints  to  Young  Salmon  Anglers. 

G — 

(Continued  from  page  123.) 

The  young  angler  must,  on  no  account,  continue 
to  fish  only  on  one  side  of  the  river,  for  he  must 
practise  on  both  sides,  otherwise  he  can  only  cast 
with  one  band,  which  he  is  sure  at  some  time  to 
find  to  be  a  serious  loss,  for  all  rivers  don’t  fish 
best  from  the  same  side  ;  therefore  he  must  leave 
the  right  side  of  the  river  that  we  have  described 
and  turn  to  the  left.  There  he  will  entirely 
change  his  position,  and  place  his  right  foot  fore¬ 
most,  and  catch  the  rod  below  the  reel  with  his 
left  hand,  and  above  the  reel  at  an  easy  distance 
with  his  right  hand.  This  is  called  casting  with 
the  right  hand,  and  that  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  is  called  casting  with  the  left  hand.  These 
are  points  that  must  on  no  account  be  omitted  ; 
for  if  an  angler  learn  to  throw  only  from  one  side 
of  the  river,  he  will  find  himself  in  a  most 
awkward  position,  when  he  is  forced  to  fish  the 
opposite  side  of  any  river.  He  will  find  that  he 
can  only  do  it  by  cross  throwing,  or  casting  over 
the  hand,  and  by  doing  that  the  river  cannot  be 
well  fished,  neither  can  it  be  done  with  ease. 
We  see  “Angler’s  Guides”  and  “Angler’s 
Companions  ”  out  of  number,  and  very  many  of 
them  only  describe  howto  fish  one  side  of  a  river; 
and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  writers  of  these  are 
but  half  anglers,  never  having  fished  but  one  side 
of  a  river.  We  therefore  cannot  find  fault  with 
these  practitioners,  if  they  therein  describe  all 
that  they  know  themselves.  However,  they  are 
very  far  wrong  when  they  say  that  these  are  the 
complete  angler’s  guide,  when  they  only  state  the 
half  of  what  is  necessary ;  and  it  is  a  most 
dangerous  thing  to  be  in  any  situation  with  half 
learning,  where  a  full  education  is  necessary.  I 
therefore  hope  that  the  young  angler  will  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  above  instructions,  and 
I  shall  be  answerable  that  a  few  months’  practice 
will  put  him  over  the  heads  of  many  who  have 
lashed  the  pools  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

When  the  young  angler  goes  a  salmon  fishing  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  gillie  or  attendant  to  carry 
the  rod,  the  basket,  the  clip,  and  landing-net ;  but 
the  clip  should  never  be  used  unless  among  rocks, 
aud  by  steep  and  difficult  banks,  where  the 
landing-net  cannot  be  used.  However,  the  gillie 
should  carry  both  along  with  him  in  case  of  such 
necessity,  and  if  possible  the  gillie  should  he  one 
who  is  well  acquainted  ydth  the  pools  of  the  river, 


can  to  a  certainty  net  a  fish  when  it  is  played  near 
the  shore,  and  never  considers  the  water  cold  when 
the  feet  must  go  in,  for  I  must  confess  that  I  have 
no  great  favour  for  tho  gillies  I  have  seen  with 
“  plush  breeks  ”  and  “  brushed  shoes,”  carrying 
their  master’s  “  haversack  ”  to  the  river.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  them  at  the  inn. 
When  a  fish  is  hooked  there  must  be  no  hurry  or 
agitation.  If  he  is  well  hooked  there  is  no  need 
for  hurry  ;  if  he  is  ill  hooked  hurry  will  not  land 
him.  If  anything  do  it  it  is  by  holding  easy, 
as  we  have  described  above.  By  no  means  let 
the  line  slack,  but  continue  an  equal  easy  strain. 
Unless  the  fish  sulk  and  lie  at  the  bottom,  you 
may  expect  to  see  him  on  one  side  in  course  of  half- 
an-hour  ;  but  if  he  should  sulk  and  he  down  you 
must  dislodge  him  by  pitching  stones  to  the  spot 
where  he  rests,  for  unless  you  do  that  he  will,  as 
soon  as  recovered,  go  off  as  fresh  as  when  he  took 
the  fly.  During  the  time  you  are  playing  the 
fish,  keep  well  back  on  the  bank,  and  by  all  means 
keep  up  the  point  of  the  rod,  and  never  allow  it 
near  the  water  or  straight  out  before  you,  for 
unless  the  point  of  the  rod  be  straight  up,  you 
can  never  know  the  exact  strain  you  have  on  the 
line.  When  the  fish  nears  the  banks,  don’t  be 
calling  to  the  gillie,  “  D  maid,  come  here,”  or 
“  Donald,  go  there;”  for  if  he  is  an  experienced 
gillie  he  knows  the  exact  time,  and  never  allows 
a  sure  chance  to  pass  without  netting  the  fish. 

The  concluding  advice  I  have  to  give  to  the 
young  angler  is — Be  sure  at  night  to  dry  the  flies 
you  have  been  using  through  the  day,  and  reel 
off  all  the  wet  line  from  the  winch;  examine 
both  the  line  and  the  gut,  lest  some  parts  of  it 
may  have  come  against  the  sharp  ledges  of  rock  ; 
send  the  gillies  early  to  bed,  and  be  sure  not  to 
drink  that  questionable  compound  of  whisky ,  sugar, 
and  boiling  water.  It  is  bad  for  muddling  the 
brain  and  making  you  drowsy,  and  angling  re¬ 
quires  a  clear  brain  and  open  eyes ;  therefore  I 
hope  you  will  avoid  both  the  whisky  and  the 
water,  and  your  chance  of  fish  will  be  all  the 
better. 

I  have  now  given  the  young  angler  an  outline 
of  instructions  what  to  do  and  what  to  avoid,  and 
if  he  attends  to  these  rules,  with  practice  and 
experience  I  will  warrant  him  to  be  a  first-rate 
angler.  And  if  the  old  and  more  experienced 
find  any  advice  worth  following,  I  hope  they  will 
take  advantage  of  it ;  but  most  of  them  are  so 
much  built  up  in  their  own  experience  that, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  they  are  likely  to  finish 
in  the  same  course  that  they  have  been  satisfied 
with  for  many  years.  —  From  Andrew  \  oung’s 
“  A  ngler's  Guide." 


A  Further  Consignment  of  Loch  .  Leven 
Trout  to  Sutherland  Waters. — Following  tLe 
example  set  by  Captain  W.  B.  MacTaggart,  or 
Glenrossal,  whose  first  experiment  in  stocking 
Sutherland  waters  with  Loch  Leven  trout  proved 
so  highly  successful,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Brock, 
lessee  of  Achinduich,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Mackay, 
Inveran,  have  placed  500  one-year  old  S.  Levenensis 
in  Loch  Laro,  a  mountain  lake  about  a  mile  long 
by  half-a-mile  broad,  and  situated  within  half- 
an-hour’s  walk  from  Inveran  Hotel.  It  affords 
pretty  good  sport  as  it  is.  Last  season  an  angler 
from  the  hotel  landed  in  one  day  three  dozen 
trout,  which  ran  in  weight  up  to  lib.  The  fish 
now  deposited  in  it  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  Sterling,  and  were 
conveyed  northwards  by  rail  in  five  tanks,  each 
weighing  l|cwt.,  and  measuring  2ft.  2m.  in 
diameter.  On  arriving  at  Invershin  station  the 
other  day  at  two  p.m.,  the  tanks  were  at  once  re¬ 
moved  in  carts,  and  by  four  p.m.  the  “little 
strangers,”  which  had  left  Stirling  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  away— that  morning,  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  their  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  Suther¬ 
land  without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish.  As  Loch 
Laro,  with  its  gravelly  bottom  and  numerous 
sandy  bays,  is  admirably  adapted  for  spawning, 
the  Loch  Levenites  are  to  be  kept  within  it  until 
the  spawning  season  is  over.  This  is  effected  by 
an  appliance  constructed  of  iron,  and  fixed  across 
the  channel  of  the  stream  where  it  issues  from  the 
loch.  Anglers  and  pisciculturists  will  watch  the 
result  of  these  experiments  with  interest,  anu 
should  they  prove  as  successful  as  those  made  at 
Glenrossal,  tho  examplo  will,  doubtless,  be  fob 
loiyed  by  others, 
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I  was  told  a  {>00(1  story  the  other  day,  so  pass 
it  on,  only  hoping  that  auyone  who  may  have 
heard  it  before  will  not  be  wrath  with  me  for  re¬ 
peating  it.  Mr.  Peters  had  been  fishing  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  for  trout,  and  on  returning  to 
his  native  village  had  much  to  say  on  the  subject. 
One  day  he  was  in  the  village  store.  “  Reckon 
you  could  tell  us  some  big  fish  stories  if  you  tried,” 
said  a  rather  seedy  individual  who  was  buying 
a  bowie  knife.  Mr.  Peters  did  not  look  round, 
but  gazed  dreamily  at  nothing  for  a  while  as  if 
reflecting,  and  then,  addressing  no  one  iu  particu¬ 
lar,  said  :  “  There  was  a  big  trout  on  one  of  the 
shallows  near  where  I  stopped  in  the  Rockies,  and 
folks  said  that  he  had  been  seen  right  thur  for 
’leven  years  or  more.  The  fellow  was  marked 
with  hook  scars  healed  over  round  his  mouth, 
and  there  was  a  great  callous  on  his  back  made 
by  a  man  from  New  York  who  tried  to  spear  him. 
Just  think  now  of  trying  to  spear  a  mountain 
trout !”  Mr.  Peters  stopped  for  a  moment,  and  an 
impatient  bystander  exclaimed,  “Well,  you  took 
him  of  course.  Out  with  it.  Get  in  your  bragging. 
You’ve  a  right  to  crow  if  you  got  him  when  other 
folk  had  been  trying  for  ’leven  years  and 
couldn’t.’’  “  That's  the  biggest  part  of  it,”  said 
Mr.  Peters.  “  Talk  about  fish  stories,  why,  I  guess 
none  of  you  can  beat  this  one.  Yes,  gentlemen, 
1  let  that  trout  be." 


It  might  be  said  that  it  was  my  bounden  duty 
to  say  something  about  Thames  trout  fishing  last 
week.  Well,  I  did  think  about  it,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  to  say  anything  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  sending  uufortunate  trout- 
fishers  to  the  Thames  in  such  vile  weather  would 
be  sinful,  so,  like  Mr.  Peters,  I  let  those  trout  be. 
Iu  the  early  part  of  this  week  there  were  two 
days  on  which  trout  were  to  be  caught,  but  two 
days  only,  and  those  who  exclaimed,  “  Ah,  balmy 
spring,  at  last !  ”  must  have  been  sadly  disap¬ 
pointed  when  the  wind  changed  to  the  N.E.  again, 
and  we  were  as  if  iu  February.  Still  it  is  time 
that  those  who  seek  to  catch  Thames  trout  should 
get  out  the  spinning  rod,  and  if  the  weather  bs 
cold  they  should  be  careful  to  spin  deeply  for  the 
king  of  English  trout.  May  is  the  month  in 
which  I  have  always  found  Thames  trout  feed 
best,  but  by  that  time  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  traffic  on  many  parts  of  the  river, 
which  sadly  interferes  witli  the  fishing,  and  a 
number  of  the  best  fish  have  been  pricked  by 
those  reckless  individuals  who  somehow  fail  to 
realise  that  a  trout  iu  the  Thames  is  every  whit 
as  strong  as  a  salmon,  and  that  the  tackle  for  him 
must  be  strong  and  of  the  best. 


When  Thames  trout  fishing  it  is  important  to 
have  a  suitable  rod.  For  fishing  the  weirs  where 
the  current  is  strong  the  rod  should  not  be  stiff,  or 
the  fish  is  more  likely  than  not  either  to  break  the 
tackle  immediately  he  is  hooked  or  to  tear  the 
hooks  out  of  his  mouth.  When  spinning  or  live- 
baiting  iu  the  quiet  reaches,  the  rod  may  be 
stiffer  with  advantage,  for  then  it  may  be 
necessary  to  strike  the  fish,  and  when  there  is 
much  line  out  it  is  impossible  to  do  this  with  a 
whippy  rod.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season 
the  trout  are  more  likely  to  be  found  in  the  quiet 
reaches  than  in  the  weir  pools.  The  reason,  pro¬ 
bably,  of  this  is  that  soon  after  spawning  they 
have  not  the  strength  to  hold  their  place  and  to 
find  their  food  in  the  swift  waters  of  weir  pools, 
so  they  retire  to  the  slow  flowing  reaches  which 
suit  them  better.  But  as  they  regain  their  strength 
numbers  of  them  push  upiutothe  sharp  streams. 
At  this  time  of  year  the  angler  has  more  chance 
of  catching  trout  by  drifting  down  some  likely 
reach  and  spinning  from  either  side  the  boat  (I 
do  not  mean  trailing,  but  honest  casting)  than  by 
sticking  for  hours  on  the  top  of  a  weir  and  letting 
the  stream  spin  the  bait. 


A  certain  man  was  walking  down  the  high 
street  of  a  certain  town — let  us  say  not  a  hundred 
miles  from  Great-Withington  in-the-Fen — when 
a  stranger  called  out,  “  Had  any  luck  ?  ”  A  little 
further,  and  he  was  met  with  the  inquiry,  “  Are 
they  biting  now  ‘?  ”  Turning  the  corner  a  man 
s'.opped  him  and  asked,  “I  say,  wbat  will  you 
cuke  lor  a  ton  of  ’em  ?  ”  (intended  doubtless  for 


sarcasm).  Still  without  heeding  he  walked  on, 
and  passed  a  friend,  who  remarked  as  he  went  by, 
“  Something  wrong  with  the  weather  as  usual,  I 
suppose?  ”  (more sarcasm).  Other  men  and  idiots 
passed  him  and  had  their  say,  and  finally  one  bore 
down  on  him  and  said,  “I  tell  you,  old  fellow,  you 
may  laugh  at  the  idea  of  spitting  on  the  bait,  but 
it  Iri  >gs  luck,  aud  I  can  prove  it.”  “  Speaking  lo 
me  ?  ”  queried  the  man  with  the  rod.  “  Certainly,” 
replied  the  other.  “  What  do  you  take  me  for  ?  ” 
“  Why,  you  are  going  fishing.”  “  Who  said  so  ?  ” 
“Haven’t  you  got  a  fish-pole?”  “Suppose  I 
have.  If  I  saw  you  carrying  home  a  bar  of  soap, 
do  you  think  I  should  imagine  that  you  were 
going  to  do  the  family  washing?”  “No;  but 
aren’t  you  going  fishing?”  “  No,  sir.  This  rod 
(pole,  as  you  call  it)  is  to  punch  the  sparrows’ 
nests  out  of  the  eaves  of  my  house.”  The  eighth 
man  then  left  him.  I  am  indebted  for  the  above 
moral  and  instructive  story  to  T.  M.,  of  Leominster. 


It  is  not  a  bad  plan  to  order  artificial  May-flies 
now.  The  nearer  we  get  to  the  5th  of  June,  the 
more  pressed  the  tackle  makers  are  with  orders 
for  flies,  and  the  greater  is  the  difficulty  of  getting 
any  flies  tied  to  pattern.  I  would  recommend 
fly-fishers  to  be  careful  to  have  three  sizes  of 
May-flies  in  their  books.  To  many  people  one 
May-fly  is  very  like  another  fly,  and  no  thought 
is  given  as  to  the  proper  size.  Now  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  the  natural  fly  vary  greatly,  and  I  have 
often  found  that  a  small  fly  will  be  taken — I 
mean  one  smaller  than  those  which  are  usually 
fished  with — when  nothing  could  be  risen  with 
the  ordinary  May-fly  of  commerce.  How  delight¬ 
ful  it  is  to  feel  that  the  May-fly  season  is  within 
measurable  distance,  and  that  within  eight  weeks 
we  shall  see  the  tender  greens  of  spring  and  en¬ 
joy  sunshine  and  natural  warmth.  Those  wretched 
meteorologists  predict  a  cold,  wet  summer,  but  it 
is  a  consolation  to  know  that  their  predictions  are 
frequently  falsified.  We  deserve  something  good 
in  the  way  of  summer  after  enduring  such  a 
winter  and  spring.  Templar. 


EARLY  STREAM  TROUTING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Don,  Deveron,  and  Ytiian. 

Despite  the  keen  east  wind,  the  fine  trout  of 
Don,  Deveron,  and  Yrthan  have  several  days  this 
week  been  rising  pretty  freely.  With  some  soft 
warm  dajs  to  bring  out  the  fly  in  abundance  they 
will  get  into  condition  speedily,  and  then  will  be 
the  proper  time  to  begin  to  have  at  them. 

Wm.  Grant. 


An  Innocent  Poacher. 

Uncle  John  was  newly  home  from  China,  where 
he  had  been  trading  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury.  In  the  interim  we  had  removed  to  a  cottage 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nether  Don  overlooking  the 
water,  where  there  is  a  cruive  or  dam  dyke  for 
feeding  the  mill  lade.  Uncle  John’s  favourite 
walk  was  down  by  this  lade,  where  he  amused 
himself  watching  the  minnows  and  trout.  He  was 
as  green  concerning  the  mysteries  of  the  gentle 
art  as  a  new-born  babe,  aud  never  once  did  we 
hear  him  speak  of  trying  a  rod  over  the  water, 
although  he  might  easily  have  been  accommodated. 
One  day,  however,  he  burst  into  the  parlour  in 
a  great  state  of  excitement,  and  asked,  breath¬ 
lessly,  if  there  was  a  wheelbarrow  about.  Think¬ 
ing  that  tho  old  block  had  taken  a  sudden  fancy 
to  gardening,  he  was  directed  to  the  tool-house, 
where  ho  would  find  the  needful.  For  the 
moment  he  and  his  strange  request  were  forgotten 
all  about,  till  just  as  the  clock  struck  the  hour  for 
luncheon  who  should  make  his  appearance  in  a 
great  state  of  perspiration,  trundling  the  barrow 
before  him,  but  Uncle  John  iu  his  shirt-sleeves, 
and  the  triumphant  look  of  “  See,  the  conquering 
hero  comes,”  plainly  readable  all  over  his  bronzed 
honest  (question,  for  once  and  the  only  time)  face. 
Down  he  sets  the  barrow  at  the  front  door. 
“Look!  ”  he  said,  snatching  his  coat  off  the  tep 
of  the  load,  “  tho  sun  spoils  fish,  so  I  throw  my 
coat  over.  It  does  not  matter — it's  an  old  one.” 
We  stared  !  If  a  death  had  suddenly  occurred  we 
could  not  have  been  more  awe  struck.  At  last 
my  brother,  who  was  master  of  the  house  as  well 
as  of  the  present  situation,  ejaculated,  “  My  God  ! 
Uncle  Jack,  you’ll  got  six  months  for  poaching."  I 


The  whole  circumstances  dawned  upon  us  at  once. 
The  old  fellow  had  been  going  his  usual  morning’s 
walk,  and  had  come  upon  the  fish  in  the  lade, 
which  they  sometimes  got  into  with  a  sudden  rise 
iu  tho  water,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  grape  (fork) 
ho  had  transfixed  one  after  another  till  ho  had 
nine  beautiful  salmon  iu  the  barrow,  all  about 
from  81b.  to  121b.  each.  The  look  of  blank  despair 
on  the  old  man’s  face  was  distressing  to  see  when 
he  presently  realised  the  difficult  position  he  had 
thus  unthinkingly  placed  us  all  in.  As  we  stood 
round  that  barrow,  more  like  a  funeral  company 
than  anything  else,  a  light  step  was  heard,  and 
we  were  relieved  to  know  it  was  that  of  the  village 
doctor.  “Did  anybody  see  you,  Mr.  Steele?” 
queried  our  adviser,  in  more  ways  than  one  on  thii 
occasion.  “  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.”  “  Then 
‘  mum’s  ’  the  word.”  We  mechanically  consented. 
That  afternoon  the  doctor  drove  up  to  the  door  in 
bis  machine.  A  sack  was  handed  out.  There  was 
a  general  distribution  of  salmon  among  the  doctor’s 
friends,  and  afterwards  Uncle  John  took  his  con¬ 
stitutional  in  another  direction. 


Salmon  Fishing  at  London  Bridge. 

I  am  not  good  at  the  Irish  dialect,  so  I  am  not 
able  to  do  justice  to  a  little  conversation  with  an 
Irish  fisherman  which  I  had  at  Killarney  some 
years  ago. 

I  was  fishing  with  my  friend,  R.  H.  T. ;  we 
had  a  boat  rowed  by  two  men  and  piloted  by  a 
fisherman.  Trout  was  my  object,  and  with  a  fair 
wind  sport  was  pretty  good,  often  two  at  a 
throw. 

By-and-bye,  one  of  the  rowers  began  to  tell 
stories.  He  said  that  two  years  previously  a 
gentleman  was  fishing  in  the  river  there  for 
salmon,  and  hooked  a  very  large  one,  which 
escaped  with  the  gaff  sticking  in  him.  The  next 
spring  the  fish  was  caught  again  with  the  gaff 
still  sticking  in  him,  but  it  had  sprouted  into  a 
little  bush.  I  did  not  quite  believe  this,  and  it 
almost  seemed  as  if  my  friend  was  trying  to  get  a 
rise  out  of  me.  So  I  thought  I  would  try  to  cip 
his  story.  “  Well,”  I  said,  “  I  am  not  at  all  sur¬ 
prised  at  that,  for  a  very  similar  thing  happened 
to  me  about  three  years  ago.  I  was  fishing  under 
London  Bridge,  and  landed  a  salmon  of  about 
171b.,  getting  him  right  into  the  boat  ;  but  in  the 
hurry  I  forgot  to  kill  him,  as  I  saw  another 
rising  about  20yds.  off.  I  threw  to  the  second 
one,  when  suddenly  number  one  jumped  over¬ 
board,  and  I  lost  him.  Well,  it  appears  the  boat 
I  was  fishing  from  had  been  used  for  carrying 
grain,  and  very  strangely  a  salmon  was  caught 
iu  the  autumn  in  the  very  same  spot,  and  he  had 
a  small  crop  of  wheat  growing  all  over  his  back. 
The  fish  was  taken  ashore  and  duly  reaped,  and 
there  was  just  enough  to  make  a  very  little  cake. 
If  ever  you  go  to  London,”  I  concluded,  “if  you 
go  to  the  Crystal  Palace,  you  will  see  the  cake 
under  a  glass  case,  where  it  is  kept  as  a  curiosity.” 

The  boatman  seemed  to  think  the  Londoner 
was  not  such  a  fool  after  all. 

“  Where  did  you  get  that  story  ?  ”  queried 
R.  II.  T. 

“  Oh,  I  just  trusted  in  Providence,  and  went 
straight  on  !  ”  J.  W.  J. 


A  Grand  Run  with  a  Salm  ,n. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  capture  of  a 
salmon  on  the  Helmsdale  lately  has  this  merit 
about  it,  that  the  story  is  strictly  true,  although 
it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  full  development 
of  tho  issue.  Some  days  ago  two  gentlemen,  fish¬ 
ing  their  respective  beats  on  the  river,  chanced  to 
come  close  to  one  another,  the  one  being  at  the 
head  of  his  beat,  the  other  at  the  tail  of  his.  Sud¬ 
denly  the  gentleman  who  was  fishing  the  head  of 
his  beat  was  attracted  by  the  other  gentleman 
coming  down  close  to  him  at  great  speed,  hurried 
evidently  by  a  big  fish  which  he  had  hooked.  On 
it  sped,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  angler  had  little 
or  no  control  over  its  movements,  and  if  it  did  not 
actually  encroach  on  the  on-looker’s  beat  it  was 
just  on  the  verge  of  doing  so.  It  turned,  however, 
and  up-stream  it  went;  but  now  instead  of  showing 
the  same  gallant  run,  it  went  slowly,  and  the 
angler  felt  that  the  fish  did  not  feel  at  all  so  heavy 
as  at  first.  By-and-bye  it  was  landed,  and  instead 
of  being  the  monster  first  supposed,  proved  to  be 
a  fish  of  101b.,  hooked  by  the  tail.  “  Take  the  fly 
out,”  said  the  gentleman  to  his  gillie.  The  gillie 
promptly  proceeded  to  do  so, but  instead  of  finding 
a  fly,  he  found  a  loop  of  the  east  firmly  fixed  round 
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tho  fish’s  tail,  and  the  fly  gone  !  The  reason  of 
the  grand  flourish  now  became  plain — the  gentle¬ 
man  had  hooked  a  grand  fish,  which  by  some  of 
its  manoeuvres  in  the  water  had  entangled  this 
101b.  fish.  Then  of  courso  a  struggle  began,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  big  fish  breaking  the  cast  and 
getting  off  with  the  fly,  but  leaving  the  small 
fish  firmly  fixed,  so  well  fixed  indeed  that  he  was 
landed  as  aforesaid.  So  far  as  the  writer  knows, 
this  is  the  first  instance  of  such  a  capture  being 
made. 


Wholesale  Trout  Poisoning  in  Nottingham¬ 
shire. — Heavy  Sentences. — At  the  Nottingham¬ 
shire  County  Sessions,  held  on  Monday  last,  two 
colliers  named  John  Woodliug  and  George 
Dolman,  and  a  hose-hand  named  Fergus  Richard¬ 
son,  who  were  described  as  of  Hucknall  Torkard, 
were  placed  in  the  dock  before  Lord  Belper 
(chairman),  charged  with  unlawfully  and  mali¬ 
ciously  putting  a  quantity  of  chloride  of  lime  into 
a  certain  water,  of  which  Sir  William  Fitz- 
Herbert  is  the  owner,  with  intent  to  destroy  fish, 
at  Warsop,  near  Mansfield,  on  Easter  Sunday 
afternoon.  Mr.  Dominick  Daly,  barrister,  prose¬ 
cuted,  and  the  prisoners  conducted  their  own 
defence.  Considerable  interest  was  felt  in  the 
hearing  of  the  case,  which  is  of  a  rather  singular 
character.  It  seems  that  on  the  afternoon  in 
question  the  prisoners  were  seen  on  the  banks  of 
the  stream  belonging  to  Sir  William  Fitz-Herbert 
by  a  gamekeeper  named  Thomas  Ward,  in  General 
Martin’s  employ.  Thinking  they  were  collecting 
watercress,  Ward  took  no  further  notice  of  them, 
but  afterwards,  on  their  proceeding  on  their 
homeward  jjurney,  they  were  accidentally  met 
by  two  officers  of  Mansfield  in  plain  clothes 
Their  coat  pockets  were  very  bulky,  and  the 
officers  stopped  and  asked  them  what  they  con¬ 
tained.  They  made  a  shuffling  kind  of  excuse, 
and  were  accordingly  searched,  when  no  fewer 
than  seventy-five  trout,  evidently  recently  taken, 
were  found  in  their  possession.  As  an  explana¬ 
tion,  Richardson  told  the  officers  they  had  got 
them  from  a  place  where  they  could  obtain 
plenty  more.  At  Mansfield  Police  Station  they 
were  detained,  and  samples  of  the  fish  found  upon 
each  were  made  up  and  taken  to  Mr.  Alfred  Henry 
*  Allin,  public  analyst  of  Sheffield.  This  gentle- 
mau  soon  discovered  the  fish  had  been  suffocated 
or  poisoned  by  chloride  of  lime,  and  he  also  found 
traces  of  the  iime  on  a  handkerchief  taken  from 
the  possession  of  Richardson.  The  lime  was  not 
absorbed  into  the  system  of  the  fish,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  flesh  was  good  for  human  food.  On 
Monday  the  brook,  where  the  prisoners  had  been 
seen  on  the  previons  afternoon,  was  examined, 
and  for  a  distance  of  nearly  half-a-mile  it  was 
impossible  to  detect  a  single  living  fish.  On  the 
other  hand,  twenty-four  beautiful  trout  were  taken 
from  the  bottom  of  the  stream  dead,  and  it  was 
clear  the  water  had  been  depleted.  The  prisoners 
in  their  defence  to  the  jury  contended  that  they 
had  found  the  fish  on  the  road  side,  and  that, 
seeing  they  were  fresh,  they  put  them  in  their 
coat  pockets.  The  jury  found  them  guilty,  and 
the  noble  chairman  said  they  had  been  convicted 
of  a  most  cruel  and  cowardly  offence,  and  he  re¬ 
gretted  that  of  late  years  in  Notts  such  offences 
had  been  of  rather  frequent  occurrence.  Such 
cases  were  difficult  to  establish,  but  in  this 
instauce  no  one  who  had  heard  the  evidence 
could  have  any  doubt -as  to  the  guilt  of  the  pri¬ 
soners.  He  found  that  Richardson  had  already 
been  convicted  of  a  similar  offeuce,  aud,  there¬ 
fore,  he  would  now  have  to  be  imprisoned  for  a 
period  of  twelve  calendar  mouths  with  hard 
labour.  The  other  two  would  have  to  be  im¬ 
prisoned  for  six  months  each,  also  with  hard 
labour. 

Otter  Fishing  on  Lough  Derg. — Angling 
visitors  to  the  Shannon  aud  Lough  Derg  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  abominable  and  illegal 
system  of  fishing  with  the  otter  in  these  waters 
is  a  thing  of  the  past.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Shannon  Board  of  Conservators,  held  in  Limerick, 
orders  were  issued  to  prosecute  any  person  found 
using  the  unsportsmanlike  device ;  and  as  the 
penalty  for  violating  the  law  in  this  respect  is  .£10, 
and  not  less  than  £4,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  one 
will  run  the  risk  of  prosecution  and  heavy  fine. 
In  past  seasons,  during  the  Green  Drake  fishing, 
otter  fishing  used  to  disgust  anglers,  but  they  will 
be  glad  to  know  that  it  has  been  n  ?w  abolished. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Several  answers  are  unavoidably  postponed 
until  next  week. 


Camspotttems 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and 
experiment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

ABOUT  EATING  BARBEL. 

Sir, — I  remember  giving  some  barbel  to  some 
German  friends  resident  in  London,  and  supping 
off  them  at  their  house ;  I  thought  they  were  as 
good  and  nice  to  eat  as  stewed  carp.  Germans,  in 
their  own  country,  are  great  fresh  water  fish 
eaters,  and  the  ladies  know  how  to  cook  them.  The 
fish  are  brought  up  by  rivers  and  canals  in  welled 
boats,  all  alive,  twice  a  week,  and  on  those  days 
everybody  eats  fish.  Bream  is  considered  a  tip¬ 
top  fish  for  tho  table  when  properly  cooked.  I 
have  given  many  to  a  Jew  family,  and  they  are 
always  anxious  for  more.  The  liver  and  roe  of 
barbel  should  be  avoided  as  not  good  to  eat,  while 
the  roe  of  a  bream  is  the  reverse,  and  is  generally 
mixed  up  with  the  gravy. — Yours  truly, 

T.  R.  Sachs. 


FOGOSCH  (PIKE  PERCH). 

Sir, — In  No.  723  of  F.  G.  you  mention  that  at 
a  dinner  party  in  Berlin  one  of  the  dishes  was 
fogosch,  stuffed  with  Rhine  salmon.  Fogosch  is 
the  Hungarian  name  for  large  pike  perch  (Lucio 
perca)  ;  the  small  ones  they  call  schill,  just  as  we 
do  with  small  pike  by  calling  them  jack.  In  Ger¬ 
many  thev  are  known  as  zander  ( Sandra  lucio 
perca,  or  Lucio  perca  sandra).  When  I  was  last  in 
Hungary  I  offered  three  shillings  and  sixpence 
per  lb.  for  one  of  101b  ,  but  could  not  get  it,  as  it 
was  destined  for  the  Emperor's  bicthday  feast. 
They  are  caught  with  natural  fish  spinning  baits 
at  Pressburg  and  other  places  on  the  Danub  o,  and 
frequently  of  over  201b.  iu  weight.  The  fogosch, 
stuffed  with  Rhine  salmon,  must  have  been  a  large 
specimen,  and  no  doubt  was  a  most  palatable  dish. 
We  ought  to  have  these  fish  in  the  Thames. — 
Yours  truly, _ T.  R.  Sachs. 

GUT. 

Sir,— Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole’s  suggestion  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  structural  changes  induced  by 
“  drawing  ”  gut  opens  out  an  important  field  of 
research  to  the  angler.  There  was  an  important 
letter  on  the  subject  some  weeks  ago  iu  the  Field, 
from  Mr.  Layard,  which  ought  to  have  produced 
a  very  interesting  correspondence,  but  it  fell  flat. 
I  ventured  to  address  a  communication  to  that 
great  paper  on  the  subject,  but  was  met  by  an 
“Answer  to  Correspondent,”  that  the  letter  was 
based  on  obvious  error,  and  that  what  had  been 
described  as  “  finest  drawn  ”  gut  was,  in  reality, 
medium  undrawn.  Still,  there  was  a  good  deal 
more  iu  Mr.  Liyard’s  letter  worthy  of  comment 
and  investigation.  It  went  into  the  question  of 
the  “  breaking-strain  ”  of  various  descriptions  of 
gut,  and  the  results  of  Mr.  Layard’s  experiments 
were  remarkable — perhaps  most  so  in  showing 
the  absolute  want  of  any  proportion  between 
breaking-strain  and  £  s.  d.  1  have  not,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  preserved  Mr.  Layard’s  letter,  but  speak¬ 
ing  from  memory,  I  should  say  that  the  difference 
iu  breaking-straiu  between  “first  padrou  ”  aud 
“  stout  salmon  ”  was  somewhere  about  thirty  per 
cent.  ;  while  the  difference  iu  price  is  somewhere 
about  two  hundred  per  cent. ! 

Now,  this  is  a  subject  of  great  interest  to  salmon- 
fishers.  If  we  can  get  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
same  breaking-strain  at  three  shillings,  to  five 
shillings  per  liauk,  why  on  earth  pay  thirty  shil¬ 
lings  to  fifty  shillings  per  hank? 

Mr.  Shrubsole’s  query  is  straight  to  the 
point.  He  says  :  “  What  is  the  effect  of  draw¬ 

ing?  and  has  gut  a  skin  ?  ”  I  say:  “  What  is 
the  structure  of  gut  ?  and  does  bulk  necessarily 
mean  strength?’’  I  doubt  it.  The  bone  of  a 
cart-horse  is  bigger  round  than  the  bone  of  a 
thorough-bred;  but  the  bone  of  the  thorough-bred 
is  more  compact  ;  it  has  less  cavity,  less  loose 
cancellous  tissue,  and  more  compact  osseous  tissue 
of  a  more  ivory-like  harduess.  There  is  the  sug¬ 


gestion  :  will  some  angler  microscopist  follow  it 
out  ? 

I  have,  in  my  time,  done  a  good  deal  of  work 
with  the  microscope,  but  want  of  leisure  precludes 
my  going  into  the  question  now.  My  idea  is  that, 
when  thrashed  out,  it  will  be  found  that  tho 
breaking-strain  of  the  gut  depends  more  upon  its 
structure  than  its  bulk. 

Last  season  I  found  at  my  fly-tier’s  some  mag¬ 
nificent  casts — the  pick  of  many  thousands  of  gut 
carefully  selected  by  a  skilled  hand.  I  was  obliged 
to  buy  one ;  the  price  was  high,  but  the  gut  was 
as  thick  as  a  small  knitting-needle,  round  and 
good.  I  fancied  now  I  would  stand  no  nonsense 
from  a  thirty-pounder,  if  I  should  be  so  fortunato 
as  to  hook  one.  I  would  “  hang  on  to  him,”  and 
beat  him  in  no  time.  I  had  not  made  half-a- 
dozen  casts,  when  I  rolled  the  fly  on  to  a  stout 
oak  twig  overhanging  the  other  bank. 

“  Now,”  thought  I,  it  will  be  a  case  of  pully- 
hauly,  and  what  a  bore  to  spoil  my  splendid  cast ! 
I  reeled  up,  pulled  on  the  line,  and  the  cast 
snapped  as  easily  as  a  trout  cast !  I  have  used  up 
the  rest  for  fly  loops,  &c.  Some  “  medium  salmon  ” 
casts  half  as  thick,  and  a  fourth  the  price,  were 
stronger.  Depend  upon  it,  it  is  structure,  not 
bulk. 

I  do  hope  that  some  competent  microscopist  will 
work  this  out,  and  then  perhaps  you,  Sir,  will  give 
us  in  F.  G.  a  series  of  plates,  showing  the  micro¬ 
scopic  structure  of  “  finest  drawn,”  “  padron,” 
“  refina,”  “  marana,”  and  “double-thick  marana.” 
— Yours,  &c.,  Harry  L. 


WORKS  ON  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Cummins,  I 
beg  to  state  that  the  only  work  I  know  on  fishing 
in  Sweden  is  “  Illustrerat  Idrottsbok  ”  (Illustrated 
Book  of  Sports),  by  Victor  Balck,  1886.  Part  an¬ 
gling.  The  book  is  also  translated  into  Danish. 
Captain  Lloyd’s  English  works  on  Sports  in 
Sweden,  Field  Sports  of  Northern  Europe,  and 
Scandinavian  Adventures  are  not  up  to  date. — I 
am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  J.  Preuthun. 

Stenkjaer,  Norway. 


PUNT  POLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  amused  at  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Sachs’  reasoning  as  to  the  derivation  of 
“rypeck.”  Unfortunately  he  is  entirely  wrong  in 
his  definitions. 

The  ryepick,  shod  with  the  stout  single  iron 
point,  is  the  mooring  pole,  and  the  thinner  pole, 
with  the  Y-shaped  iron,  the  punt  pole  used  for 
propelling  the  punt.  Any  Thames  professional 
will  tell  you  this. 

I  have  at  different  times  inquired  of  many  per¬ 
sons  employed  on  the  river  why  they  are  called 
ryepicks,  and  can  obtain  no  satisfactory  reply. 
To  my  idea  it  seems  an  abreviation  of  river  pick. — 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently,  Harry  Sargeant. 

Slough.  _ 

FISHING  AT  BOULOGNE. 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
what  sea  or  fresh  water  fishing  there  can  be  got 
at  Boulogue  in  May? — Yours,  &c.,  C.  J.  H. 

TWO  DAYS’  PIKE  FISHING. 

Sir,— Now  that  the  close  season  for  pike  has 
commenced,  an  account  of  two  days’  pike  fishing 
in  Suffolk  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers, 
whose  thoughts  will  doubtless  wander  to  the 
season  1891  2,  iu  anticipation  of  successes  to 
come. 

Permission  having  been  kindly  granted  to  Mr. 

A.  to  fish  some  private  water,  which  must  be 
nameless,  he  invited  B.  to  join  iu  what  he  hoped 
might  prove  a  successful  day’s  sport,  and  Satur¬ 
day,  the  21st  of  February  last,  was  fixed  for  the 
event.  The  weather  was  anything  but  pleasant— 
a  heavy  fog  and  rime  frost,  with  but  little  wind, 
augured  ill  for  the  success  of  a  good  take ;  but 
having  made  our  arrangements  an  early  start  was 
made,  reaching  our  destination  by  nine  o’clock. 
We  at  once  commenced  the  attack.  Not  a  ripple 
on  the  water,  which  was  extremely  clear,  made 
things  look  most  unpropitious,  but  we  had  gone 
forth  to  fish,  and  fish  we  must.  Adjusting  our 
baits  to  spinning  tackle,  A.  procee  led  up  stream, 

B.  down ;  aud  half-an-hour  elapsed  without  any 
result,  but  shortly  a  low  whistle  from  A. 
announced  the  first  run— a  nicely  conditioned  fish 
of  31b.,  duly  banked  and  returned,  as  we  did  not 
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believe  in  killing  small  fish  where  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  larger  ones  were  in  waiting. 

Again  a  lull,  and  then  B.,  when  just  on  the 
point  of  finishing  a  spin,  saw  in  the  crystal  water 
a  good  fish,  which  seeing  him,  returned  to  the 
depths  from  which  it  had  come.  Evidently  the 
pace  had  lost  a  run,  so  B  ,  after  comparing  notes 
with  A.,  removed  his  lead,  and  both  resumed 
their  efforts  to  secure  a  prize.  For  some  time 
neither  could  move  a  fish,  when  again  A.  ran  and 
landed  a  three-pounder,  which  on  the  score  of  “  a 
bird  in  the  hand,”  &c.,it  was  decided  to  retain. 

A  pull  at  the  flask,  to  drink  to  the  success  of 
the  next  run,  and  as  a  preventive  to  the  fog 
and  cold  which  were  now  somewhat  lessened, 
and  more  spinning  without  success.  After  a 
council  of  war  A.  resolved  to  put  out  a  live  bait, 
and  remarked  to  B.  that  the  old  ’un  (meaning 
himself)  was  teaching  the  young  ’un  ;  and  no 
sooner  had  he  spoken  than  down  and  away  went 

A. ’s  float.  Now  A.,  a  very  generous  sportsman, 
and  having  invited  B.,  asked  him  to  strike  and 
land  the  fish.  The  strike  was  accordingly  made, 
a  heavy  deadened  rush  was  the  response,  a  pull 
down  stream  on  the  supposition  of  gone  to  weed, 
and  A.’s  line  snapped  a  foot  above  the  float, 
which  at  once,  upon  the  fish  moving  off,  slipped 
off  the  broken  line  and  was  wafted,  for  a  gentle 
breeze  had  sprung  up,  to  the  further  shore. 

Time,  twelve  o’clock,  and  the  sun  coming  out 
with  cheering  warmth.  “  In  for  a  bad  day,”  said 

B. .  but  nothing  discouraged  we  both  resumed 
spinning,  and  again  A.  had  the  luck,  running  and 
landing  a  101b.  fish.  This  put  B.  quite  in  the 
shade — “  three  love  ” — but  at  last  bis  turn  came, 
and  he  grassed  a  fine  fellow  of  111b.  The  day 
had  now  become  quite  warm,  wind  from  the 
north,  time  close  upon  one  o’clock.  Another  health 
was  drunk,  and  another  fish  to  B.  of  lib  ,  which 
was  of  course  returned,  as  also  a  two-pounder  to  B., 
who  felt  elated  at  catching  the  veteran  up  ;  but 
the  old  hand  was  not  to  be  beaten.  Spinning  where 
B.  had  seen  a  good  fish  early,  A.  was  soon  into 
another,  which  after  a  good  fight  was  gaffed,  and 
turned  the  scale  at  121b. 

Luncheon  for  two  proved  most  acceptable,  and 
with  the  score,  A.  four,  B.  three,  another  venture 
was  made.  Again  B.,  who  ought  to  have  learned  to 
keep  out  of  sight,  saw  a  fish  turn  tail,  but  could 
not  induce  him  to  come  again  at  a  spinning  bait ; 
but  putting  on  a  live  bait  his  float  soon  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  a  seven-pounder  brought  to  bank. 
After  this  a  heavy  dark  bauk  of  fog  came  up  from 
the  south,  and  no  more  fish  were  moved,  and  our 
day’s  sport  was  at  an  end. 

We  returned  home  well  satisfied,  and  hoping  to 
enjoy  another  day’s  spinning  before  the  season 
closed.  Saturday,  7th  March,  having  been 
selected,  we  decided  to  try  about  two  miles  higher 
up,  where  neither  of  us  had  fished  before.  A 
good  breeze  from  the  west,  with  cloud  and  sun¬ 
shine,  and  by  ten  o’clock  spinning  operations  had 
commenced.  In  less  than  an  hour,  three  small 
fish  under  21b.  each  were  caught  by  B.  and 
returned,  A.  not  having  had  a  run.  These  were 
followed  by  one  of  51b.,  and  one  of  8^1b.,  all 
spinning  and  falling  to  B.,  who  was  evidently  iu 
for  all  the  luck.  Having  now  gone  over  all  the 
likely  water,  we  fished  back  without  moving  a 
fish,  so  B.  tried  live  bait,  following  in  the  wake  of 
A.,  who  most  perseveringly  stuck  to  his  favourite 
spinning.  Soon  B.  had  a  run,  with  A.  looking  on. 
A  strike,  and  a  broken  line  below  the  float,  leaving 
snap  tackle  in  a  good  fish,  was  certainly  a  dis¬ 
appointment,  but  having  tested  the  broken  line 
and  removed  some  ten  yards  or  so,  B.  recom¬ 
menced  spinning,  and  second  cast  hooked  and 
landed  a  seven-pounder — the  same  fish,  for  it  had 
the  snap  hook  firmly  fixed  in  its  lower  jaw  he  had 
lost  but  ten  minutes  before. 

Nothing  further  resulted  to  either  fisherman,  so 
lunch  was  called,  and  an  adjournment  to  the 
scene  of  our  previous  exploits  was  decided  upon. 
Two  o’clock,  and  rain  from  the  north  saw  us  once 
more  at  the  spot  where  we  had  lost  through  the 
breakage  of  the  fortnight  previously  what  we 
believed  to  be  a  good  fish,  and  so  it  proved,  for 
spinning  a  few  yards  below  where  it  had  been 
lost,  B.  hooked  a  fine  fellow,  which  after  ten 
minutes’  good  sport  was  gaffed,  and  proved  to  be  a 
seventeen-pounder,  with  the  lost  hook  and  line 
(quite  two  yards)  protruding  from  its  jaws.  A.’s 
turn  came  at  last,  he  landing  in  quick  succession 
a  couple  of  5lb.  fish ;  B.  following  up  with  one  of 
$lb,  and  one  of  4flb.,  and  one  run  and  lost. 


After  half  past  three  no  further  sport,  so  we 
packed  up,  well  satisfied  with  our  two  days’  sport 
of  491b  and  661b.  weight  of  fish. 

One  other  incident  aud  I  must  close.  When 
returning  we  picked  up  A.’s  lost  float,  which  had 
been  blown  ashore  since  our  previous  visit ;  thus  we 
recovered  not  only  all  our  lost  tackle,  hut  a  fine 
fish  of  171b.,  which  will  in  duo  course  adorn  the 
walls  of  our  local  angling  club.-— Yours,  &c  , 

A.  AND  B. 


PREPARING  BULLOCK’S  PITH  FOR  CHUB 
FISHING. 

Sir, — The  following  is  the  method  taught  me  by 
Bailey,  the  Nottingham  angler,  and  is  excellent 
when  nicely  done  : — 

The  pith  (or  spinal  cord)  has  two  skins — the 
outer  one  very  tough,  the  inner  one  thin,  but 
tenacious  on  the  hook.  With  a  pair  of  sharp 
scissors  split  up  the  outer  skin  and  throw  it  away; 
then  with  the  scissors  split  the  column  of  “  pith  ” 
up  the  centre,  lay  it  flat  open  ;  now  cut  it  into 
square  pieces  of  suitable  size  for  the  hook  bait, 
have  a  saucepan  of  boiling  water  on  the  fire  ready, 
tip  the  plate  full  of  “  pith  ’’  pieces  into  the  boiling 
water,  and  let  them  scald  over  the  fire  for  two 
minutes  by  the  watch ;  then  take  them  off  and 
throw  into  a  drainer  of  any  kind  to  cool. 

It  will  be  found  that  each  piece  of  “  pith  ”  has 
turned  inside  out,  as  it  were,  into  a  little  snow¬ 
ball  bait;  the  thin  skin  contracts  sharply  with  the 
heat  of  water  and  turns  the  white  inside  of  the 
pith  all  outside.  The  skin  hardens  and  makes  an 
excellent  hold  for  the  hook.  The  “  brains  ”  (to 
be  used  as  ground  bait  with  it)  require  to  be  nicely 
cleaned  in  cold  water  from  all  blood  and  skinny 
substance,  and  then  boiled  in  the  saucepan  for 
five  or  six  minutes,  and  kept  in  a  separate  recep¬ 
tacle  for  use  at  the  river  side. 

Pith  and  brains  is  a  very  nice  clean  bait  for 
chub  fishing  in  the  winter  season,  far  more 
pleasant  to  use  than  stinking  “  tallow  greaves,” 
which  also  has  to  be  prepared  by  cooking  in  boil¬ 
ing  water. — Yours,  &c.,  G.  B. 

ADAM  AND  EYE  S  LANDING  NET. 

Dear  Sir,  —  “  E  ve  ”  is  correct  in  her  suspicion  that 
her  idea  may  not  be  new,  and  I  have  adopted  it 
for  several  years  past  for  landing  nets  having  a 
metal  ring,  more  especially  for  a  large  oval  one 
used  for  boat  fishing  on  lochs. 

The  idea  occurred  to  me  in  consequence  of 
friction  and  rusting  of  the  iron,  causing  the  net 
to  wear  through  too  fast. 

The  cure  is  to  select  rings  which  will  only  just 
pass  easily  over  the  stoutest  part  of  the  metal 
ring  at  the  screw,  and  to  loop  one  on  to  each  mesh 
of  the  net. 

It  has  a  further  advantage  in  landing  a  heavy 
fish,  as  the  ease  with  which  the  small  rings  slide 
on  the  landing  net  ring  allow  them  to  run  easily 
into  a  mass  at  any  point  where  the  tension  on  the 
net  is  greatest,  and  so  form  a  kind  of  trap-bag 
from  which  it  is  impossible  for  a  fish  to  jump  out, 
as  they  will  sometimes  attempt  to  do  when  they 
first  feel  the  pressure  of  the  net.  The  inclina¬ 
tion  of  the  net  to  one  side  or  other,  or  forward, 
will  create  this  trap-bag  at  once,  and  virtually 
close  the  net  on  the  fish.  Brass  rings  are  best,  as 
they  do  not  rust. — Yours,  &c.,  G.  B. 


NOT  A  FISHING  STORY  BY  ANY 
MEANS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  say  that  the  story  illus¬ 
trating  the  sagacity  of  a  fox,  in  your  issue  of 
March  28,  entitled  “  Not  a  fisliiDg  story,  but 
almost !  ”  had  to  me  a  decidedly  fishy  flavour. 
Indeed  I  am  thirsty  still,  owing  to  the  amount  of 
salt  necessary  to  enable  me  to  swallow  it,  but 
what  do  you  think  of  this  for  a  fact  ? — nothing 
piscatorial  about  it.  In  this  part  of  the  country, 
when  one  of  those  same  sagacious  animals 
becomes — as  sometimes  happens — infested  with 
fleas,  you  don’t  see  him  squatting  about,  and 
scratching  his  fur  off  like  a  silly  dog.  Not  he. 
Reynard  knows  a  better  plan.  Taking  a  mouthful 
of  wool,  he  repairs  to  a  pond,  and  wading  in,  sits 
down,  submerging  all  but  the  tip  of  his  nose.  This 
he  does  gradually,  aud  his  lively  companions,  who 
are  not  fond  of  water,  seek  drier  quarters,  and 
quickly  ascend,  until  they  congregate  in  the  dry 
wool,  which  Reynard  then  sets  afloat,  and  shaking 
himself  trots  off,  leaving  the  raft  and  its  crew  to 
their  fate. — Yours  truthfully  (I  mean  truly), 

A  CoprCrESHALL  VqLUNTEER.  1 


TO  PRESERVE  FISHING-RODS  FROM 
DIRT  OR  INJURY. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “  Owl  ”  should  do  as 
I  do.  I  keep  my  rods  in  a  flat,  stained  deal  wood 
case,  which  I  carry  about  with  me  on  any  angling 
expedition.  This  case  keeps  them  free  from  dust 
or  injury  when  travelling  or  resting  at  home.  The 
one  1  use  has  been  with  me  on  various  continental 
trips,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  indeed,  it  is 
so  well  known  at  Belleek,  near  Loughs  Erne  and 
Melvin,  Ireland,  that  the  last  time  I  arrived  at 
Belleek  Railway  Station  the  porter  spoke  to  my 
rod-case  as  a  familiar  friend,  ‘  Ah!  you  have  come 
again.  Good  luck  to  you  !  ”  My  case  is  (outside 
measurement)  4ft.  in  length,  7in.  wide,  and  4in.  in 
depth.  It  is  made  of  fin.  deal  wood  ;  the  two 
extreme  edges  should  be  of  lin.  wood.  The  lid  is 
attached  by  two  brass  hinges  to  the  box,  and  on 
opposite  side  is  supplied  with  a  lock  and  a  brass 
handle  over  the  lock,  not  on  the  top  of  case  ;  also  two 
brass  hooks  and  eyes,  which  must  be  sunk  into 
the  wood,  as  my  experience  tells  me  that  if  the 
hooks  and  eyes  protrude  they  are  sometimes 
opened  by  the  rough  usage  they  occasionally 
receive.  This  size  case  will  take  a  salmon  rod 
and  a  trout  ditto,  also  two  others  suitable  for 
spinning  and  ledgering,  a  landing  gaff,  jointed  net, 
umbrella  and  walking  stick.  I  would  not  advise 
winches,  as  they  make  the  case  heavy,  and  are 
liable  to  shift  about,  thus  destroying  tho  balance 
when  carrying  by  the  handle.  Sucb  a  rod  case 
saves  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  keeps  the  rods  in  per¬ 
fection.  It  can  be  put  under  the  railway  carriage 
seat,  or  in  the  van,  and  not  likely  to  be  forgotten, 
as  my  friend,  Mr.  Robf-rt  Barker,  did  once.  He 
was  going  with  a  friend  to  Luton  Hoo,  and  left  his 
rods  in  the  train,  so  lost  his  fishing.  Vexing,  was 
it  not  ? — Yours  truly,  T.  R.  Sachs. 


BAIT  FOR  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour 
if,  through  the  columns  of  the  F.G.,  you  or  some 
of  your  subscribers  will  tell  me  if  they  have  ever 
heard  of  a  red  herring  being  used  as  a  bait  for 
pike.  If  so,  which  is  the  best  way  of  using  it  as 
a  pike  lure  ?— I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  C. 

BLOOD  WORMS. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Allow  me,  through' 
the  medium  of  the  Fishiny  Gazette,  to  make  a  few 
inquiries  on  the  blood-worm  :  by  this  name  I 
design  the  larva  of  an  insect  of  the  genus  Tipulidm 
— the  Ghironomus  jtlumosus,  I  believe — which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  soft  mud  of  some  ponds  and 
rivers,  and  consists  of  a  thin  transparent  skin, 
filled  with  a  blood-red  liquid.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  those  of  your  readers  who  have  had 
sufficient  personal  experience  with  this  worm 
would  undertake  to  answer  the  following 
questions  :  — 

(1)  To  what  size  does  the  blood-worm  grow  in 
your  country  ? 

(2)  At  what  season  is  it  used  with  the  most 
success  ? 

(3)  What  fish,  and  up  to  what  size,  are  caught 
with  this  bait  ? 

(4)  In  what  part  of  your  country  is  it  used 
most  ? 

(5)  Which  is  the  general  way  to  put  it  upon  the 
hook  ? 

In  this  country,  seven -eighth  inch  in  length  by 
three-sixteenth  inch  diameter  is  about  the  largest 
size  which  the  blood-worm  attains  ;  it  is  a  very 
killing  bait  in  May,  whilst  the  water  is  yet  cold, 
and  its  use — as  far  as  I  am  aware — is  confined  to 
Moscow,  where  it  is  a  favourite  bait  for  roach, 
dace,  chondrostoma  (nose-fish), ide  and  chub  up  to 
21b.  As  a  rule,  from  three  to  six  worms  are  put 
on  the  hook ;  beiDg  hooked  through  the  head-link, 
they  hang  in  a  “  bunch  of  keys”  fashion.  When 
the  fish  are  really  “  on  ”  in  good  earnest,  this 
mode  of  baiting  is  all  right  ;  but  when  they  are 
biting  in  a  nibbling  manner,  or  when  the  angler 
has  to  do  with  very  wary  fish,  it  is  by  far  the  better 
way  (though  a  much  more  difficult  one)  to  put  one 
large  worm  on  the  hook  (No.  10  to  12  crystal), 
concealing  as  much  of  the  latter  as  possible,  with 
about  two  of  the  worm’s  joints  banging  from  the 
point  of  the  hook. 

Trusting  that  these  lines  will  meet  the  eye  of 
some  kind  brother  angler  who  is  in  a  position 
to  give  me  the  information  asked  for. — I  am, 
my  dear  Mr.  Marston,  yours  sincerely, 

1  K>zan,  Paul  Tcberkasov. 
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ANGLING  AT  GREENOCK. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers  inform 
me  of  the  quality  and  kind  of  angling  at  or  near 
Greenock,  N.B.  ?  I  am  going  thero  to  live,  so  do 
not  want  to  put  up  at  hotels. — Yours  truly, 

Angler. 


FLY-MAKING. 

Sir, — Several  members  of  our  society,  who  are 
also  keen  fishermen,  are  anxious  that  fowls  whose 
feathers  would  be  suited  for  fly-making  may  be 
introduced  to  our  members.  It  has  been  sugges¬ 
ted  that  black  red  game  crossed  with  the  Anda¬ 
lusian  would  affect  the  purpose.  Can  you  kindly 
help  us? — Yours  obediently, 

F.  G.  Pathson,  lion.  sec. 

Bideford  and  District  Fanciers’  Society. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  correspondents 
inform  me  through  the  F.O.,  if  it  is  legal  to  fish 
with  worms  for  trout  in  the  Thames  and  other 
public  rivers  ? — I  am,  yours  truly,  B.  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  enquire 
through  your  columns  as  to  trout  fishing  in  Cum¬ 
berland  ?  I  should  be  obliged  if  some  corres¬ 
pondent  would  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me 
where  I  should  be  likel}’  to  find  good  trout  fishing 
— up-stream  worm  fishing  preferred — not  more 
than  five  miles  from  one  of  the  centres,  and  where 
comfortable  lodgings  could  be  obtained. — Yours 
faithfully,  Bend  Azure. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

*3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


but  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  evidently  too  low  to 
bring  the  fish  fairly  and  determinedly  on  the  feed.  In  the 
Marlow  waters  Mr.  Robert  Jackson,  after  much  toiling 
and  spinning,  has  taken  a  pretty  four-pounder  from  under 
Quarry  Woods.  In  the  samo  district,  Messrs.  Brown, 
Eaglefleld,  and  Faulkner  have  been  hard  at  work,  but 
without  adequate  result.  Mr.  C.  Sturges,  in  the  Hurley, 
Medmenham,  and  Hambledon  waters,  has  been  daily  busy  ; 
but  even  this  Upper  Thames  knight  has  not  yet  won  his 
this  season’s  spurs  in  the  trout  tournament.  Weather, 
cold  and  cheerless,  with  wind  in  the  east.  Several  grand 
fish  are  in  residence  at  Temple ;  for  particulars  apply  to 
the  genial  lock-keeper,  Woods. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— On  account  of  the  cold 
winds  and  stormy  weather  thero  has  been  very  little  doing. 
One  small  trout  was  taken  on  the  5th  inst.,  from  the  bank, 
between  Bray  Lock  and  Monkey  Island.  I  have  seen  some 
very  good  fish  moving  and  have  no  doubt,  if  we  get  warmer 
weather  and  the  water  in  good  condition,  there  will  be 
some  good  trout  caught  .  There  seems  to  be  very  few  trout 
fishers  about  now  to  what  thero  used  to  be.  As  I  remember 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  I  have  seen  from  ten  to  twelve 
punts  out  (on  the  opening  day)  bet  ween  Maidenhead  and 
Windsor ;  in  fact,  almost  every  fisherman  was  ordered 
weeks  beforehand.  Any  gentleman  who  would  like  to  try 
the  trout  (and  give  me  two  days’  notice)  I  could  find  punt, 
man,  tackle  and  baits  for  eight  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
day,  including  everything.  I  have  spotted  several  nice 
fish,  so  should  have  a  good  chance  of  getting  one.  Hoping 
to  give  a  better  report  next  week. — R.  Plummer,  senior. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Thames  trouting  so  far  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  been  almost  a  blank,  three  fish,  largest 
only  3flb.,  by  Mr.  Barwell,  of  the  Friendly  Anglers’ Club, 
London,  being  the  sum  total.  This  state  of  affairs  is  due 
entirely  to  the  cold  winds  and  the  icycoldnessof  the  water. 
Though  several  anglers  have  been  out,  not  one  reports 
havingseen  a  fish  move,  and  until  the  wind  changes  I  doubt 
if  they  will.  The  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Society 
have  received  the  two  hundred  stock-perch  from  Mr. 
Ford,  the  pisciculturist  of  Caistor,  and  three  members  of 
thecommittee,  Messrs.  Bambridge,  Howlett,  and  Jones,  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  river,  and  placed  them  in  suitable  places  between 
Boveney  and  the  “  Cobbler,”  below  Windsor  Bridge.  The 
fish  were  an  extremely  good  lot,  of  good  size,  and  in  capi¬ 
tal  condition,  hut  the  society  hope  that  anglers  will  spare 
this  fish  for  at  least  another  season,  its  members  having 
agreed  to  return  all  they  may  take.  A  smoking  concert 
has  been  arranged  by  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
to  take  place  at  the  society’s  house,  thcJNew  Inn,  Eton,  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  the  14th  inst.,  commencing 
eight  p.m. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— It  still  remains  too  cold  and  raw 
for  trout  fishing  in  the  water  brooks,  and  we  have  had 
more  rain  during  the  past  few  days  than  at  any  period 
since  February  came  in.  Very  few  aquatic  flies  have  yet 
put  in  an  appearance.  The  only  ones  yet  seen  have  been 
the  two  hardiest  known,  viz.,  the  Needle  Brown  and 
Winter  Brown.  The  former  is  best  made  from  small  blue 
feather  and  orange  silk  for  body.  The  body  of  this  fly  is 
also  often  of  a  purplish  hue  which  I  believe  accounts  for 
the  cardinal  fly,  viz.,  Snipe  and  Purple.  The  Winter 
Brown  is  usually  made  with  light  woodcock  feather  and 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 


To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

(55  min.  for  Kew. 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

40  „  „  Putney.  1 75 

Add-{  45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80 

.  smith. 

1.50  „  ,,  Barnes.  1.85 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Richmond. 
Twicken¬ 
ham. 

Teddington. 
2  o’clock  at  London 


Saturday,  April  11 . 

Sunday,  ,,  12 . 

Morning. 

Evening. 

.  3.45 

4.25 

Monday,  ,,  13 . 

.  4.45  . 

Tuesday,  „  14 . 

Wednesday  ,,  15 . 

.  5.24  . 

.  5.44 

.  (i.  7  . 

.  0.30 

Thursday,  „  10 . 

.  0.58  . 

.  7.30 

Friday,  ,,  17 . 

.  8.48 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Attention 
is  now  being  directed  to  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
stock  of  perch  in  the  river,  and  an  order  has  been  sent  for 
five  hundred  yearling  perch  from  Caistor,  and  ten  thou¬ 
sand  ova  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead,  of  the  Solway 
Fisheries,  Dumfries.  As  to  the  failure  in  the  propagation 
of  the  perch  ova  last  year,  it  could  not  be  attributable  to 
the  consignee,  as  in  a  piece  of  water  like  the  Sunbury 
stream  (which  is  so  much  unprotected)  any  mischief  could 
easily  be  carried  out  to  injure  its  character  and  add  to  any 
previous  misfortune.  The  statement  of  the  consignee  was 
so  clear  and  explicit  that  he  must  be  relieved  from  any 
responsibility.  He  says,  “  There  are  no  roach  here,  nor 
never  have  been.  I  have  a  stock  of  these  fish,  but  they 
are  more  than  sixteen  miles  from  here,  whereas  my  perch 
water  is  only  two-and-a-quartcr  miles  from  my  house  and 
in  quite  another  direction.  Moreover  every  perch  egg 
taken  last  season  was  taken  by  my  son  and  myself,  and  I 
vouch  with  the  most  absolute  certainty  that  they  were  not 
only  perch  ova,  but  that  some  of  them  were  from  fish 
weighing  about  31b.  That  by  any  possible  chance  or  acci¬ 
dent  any  mistake  could  possibly  have  been  made  is  quite 
out  of  the  question,  as  such  a  mistake  could  not  occur,  as 
I  have  said  before,  there  being  no  roach  in  or  even  near 
the  water  from  which  I  take  my  perch  ova.”  From  the 
well-known  reputation  and  character  of  the  consignee, 
who  is  so  much  devoted  to  the  complete  development  of 
fish  culture,  it  is  only  just  to  remove  entirely  those  impu¬ 
tations  which  have  been  so  unwisely  and  unjustly  made, 
and;to  give  the  official  expression,  “TheCommittee  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  his  word  as  to  the  ova  being  as  repre¬ 
sented.’’  This  is  further  established  from  the  fact  that 
another  order  has  been  sent,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthallis 
determined  to  go  on  with  the  propagation  of  the  ova  of 
perch,  even  if  he  does  it  at  his  own  expense.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  trout  having  been  taken  this  week,  and  being 
plunged  into  the  deepest  affliction  at  home  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  any  inquiries.  I  hope,  however,  next  week 
to  have  something  to  report.— B. 

Upper  Thames.— Since  the  opening  day  of  trout  fishing 
On  the  Thames  much  has  been  attempted,  but,  I  regret  to 
note,  very  little  done.  The  river,  as  far  as  height,  go  and 
pojour,  is  everything  that  could  be  desired  for  trout  work ; 


yellow  silk.— T.  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— The  river  in  fine  order  for  the  fly, 
and  fish  well  on  the  rise.  Your  reporter  has  killed  some 
nice  baskets.  Many  visiting  fishermen,  who  are  doing 
pretty  well.  Killing  flies,  hackled  Blue  Upright,  with 
silver  tag,  winged  Red  Upright,  and  Hare's  Flex,  ribbed 

with  gold  or  silver  tinsel.— Iron  Blue.  . 

Chichester.— A  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
past  week,  and  but  few  have  ventured  to  the  water-side. 
Sussex  rivers  are,  generally  speaking,  in  good  order,  and 
chub  have  shown  sport  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Ouse. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  streams  in  the 
Fletching  district,  but  fish  are  scarce,  small,  and  not  yet 
i  condition.  The  Adur  has  been  all  but  deserted.  Mr. 
Wren  on  Friday  took  a  fow  good  roach  and  dace  with 
gentles.  A  large  pond  near  Chichester  used  years  ago  to 
afford  sport  among  the  rudd  and  carp,  but  some  of  our 
local  anglers  introduced  pike  into  the  water,  and  now  there 
is  not  a  rudd  to  bo  seen,  and  the  reeds  and  rushes  protect 
the  pike.  Several  smelt  have  been  seen  in  the  harbour, 
and  a  few  taken.  Mr.  Bedford  recently  caught  a  light 
herring  shad  and  a  gurnet  with  rag-worm.  At  the  sluice 
near  Fishbournc  all  kinds  of  fish  frequent  the  harbour, 
from  salmon  to  smelt,  but  the  water  at  Pilsea  Piles,  a  few 
miles  down,  is  the  best  spot  for  a  few  hours’  sport.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  opening  of  the 
trout  fishing  on  the  1st  instant  has,  on  the  whole,  been 
inauspicious,  the  weather  having  been  cold,  variable,  and 
windy,  consequently  but  few  anglers  have  as  yet  put  in  an 
appearance  on  this  favourite  water.  We  had,  however, 
two  or  three  young  hands  over  from  Oxford,  an  old  hand 
from  Highworth,  and  some  local  men,  lovers  of  the  fly. 
One  local  man,  a  reverend  divine,  secured  on  the  1st  his 
two  brace  of  nice  fish,  besides  losing  or  putting  back 
several  others ;  the  other  gentlemen  had  somewhat  bad 
luck.  There  is  on  the  whole  a  fairly  good  show  of  fish, 
especially  in  the  upper  water.  Every  day  there  is  a 
quantity  of  Olive  and  Blue  Duns  on  the  water,  and  about 
noon  the  fish  rise  freely  to  these  flies,  no  other  flies,  except 
perhaps  a  March  Brown,  are  absolutely  necessary  here  at 
present,  and  they  can  be  obtained  close  on  the  spot.  On 
our  way  to  the  river  we  looked  in  on  our  old  friend,  Mr. 
Sam  Burge,  who  has  just  taken  an  agency  for  Ogden  and 
Scotford’s  fishing  tackle  (the  Silver  Medallist)  and  a  lovely 
assortment  of  flies  and  rods  he  has  by  these  makers, 
suitable  for  the  Coin,  his  “  Multum  ”  rods,  with  egg-shaped 
handles  and  snake  rings  being  perfection.— Piscator. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— Good  steady  rain  set  in  on 
Thursday  night,  and  continued  for  thirty  hours.  Since 
then  we  have  had  repeated  showers,  which  have  been  of 
immense  value  to  the  farmers  and  anglers.  Very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made,  but  the  fish,  as  a  rule,  are  not  in 
good  condition.  The  wind  has  again  got  back  to  the  east, 
and  whilst  it  does  it  is  no  good  to  trout  fishing.  It  entirely 
spoils  sea  fishing  on  this  coast.  It  is  useless  for  all  purposes 
except  to  dry  wet  paint.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  has  been  too  much 
discoloured  for  anything.  On  Sunday  the  river  was  bank 
full.  The  fresh  is  rapidly  fining  down.  Wind,  north-east. 
We  hear  of  a  dish  of  eight  brace  being  taken  from  the 
Birdsgrove  length  with  the  small  Devon.— D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— The  river  has  been  moreor 
less  in  flood  all  the  week,  and  there  has  been  no  chance  of 
any  sporr.  It  is  believed  that  all  the  kelts  have  gone  down 
to  the  sea,  which  is  much  earlier  than  usual.  Anglers  who 
visit  this  river  during  the  summer  and  autumn  seasons 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  local  fishery  association  have 
secured  the  rights  of  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  river 
stretching  from  Sleights  to  Grosinont,  a  distance  or  about 


threo  miles.  The  association  has  taken  the  water  on  a  lease 
of,  I  believe,  five  years.  This  stretch  of  water  comprises 
some  of  the  best  fishing  in  the  district,  both  forsalmon  and 
trout.— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  continuance  of  the  cold  is 
very  much  against  trout  fishing,  not  only  with  regard  to 
the  pleasure  and  quality  of  the  sport,  hut  with  respect  to 
the  fish  themselves.  From  accounts  to  hand  I  am  inclined 
to  the  belief  that  nowhere  are  they  yet  in  anything  like 
good  condition,  and  so  long  as  the  cold  winds  prevail  they 
will  be  very  loth  lo  rise  at  anything.  The  rains  have  put 
more  colour  into  the  water,  and  doubtless  anglers  would 
find  worm  fishing  moderately  successful  ;  but  until  there 
exist  more  genial  conditions  we  need  not  expect  many  to 
try  their  luck.  At  the  Notts  County  Quarter  Sessions,  on 
Monday,  a  number  of  poachers  were  convicted  of  putting 
chloride  of  lime  into  a  stream  near  Warsop,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Idle,  and  killing  a  large  quantity  of 
trout  in  the  private  waters  of  Sir  W.  Fitzherbert.  One  of 
them  was  an  old  offender,  and  the  magistrates  marked 
their  appreciation  of  his  efforts  by  giving  him  twelve 
months’  hard  labour,  whilst  two  others  got  six  months 
similar  imprisonment.  This  practice  of  liming  the  North 
Notts  trout  streams  has  become  very  prevalent  of  late 
years,  and  the  magistrates  I  am  glad  to  say  arc  determined 
to  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  hear  the  prosecution  was  due  to  a 
smart  capture  by  the  local  police  at  Mansfield. — L. 

Lake  District.— The  weather  in  this  district  continues 
most  unfavourable  for  anglers,  and  is  typical  of  early 
March  rather  than  of  the  period  whose  proverbial  showers 
bring  May  flowers.  On  Sunday  and  Monday  heavy  rain 
fell  "at  intervals,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that  the 
north-east  winds  might  give  place  to  kindlier  breezes  from 
the  south  or  west.  Tuesday  morning,  however,  showed 
the  lake  mountains  in  their  wintry  garb,  and  snow-clouds 
have  scudded  across  their  breasts  more  or  less  since,  bring¬ 
ing  frosts  at  night.  A  few  rods  have  been  out.,  and,  all 
things  considered,  takes  proved  better  than  might  have 
been  expected.  On  Lake  Windermere,  some  fairly  good 
hauls  of  trout  and  char  have  been  made  with  the  nets. 
This  wholesale  drawing  of  the  vast  waters  of  the 
lake  is,  however,  doomed.  In  a  few  months  at 
most  we  hope  to  have  seen  the  last  of  the  professional 
fisherman,  and  the  inauguration  of  a  new  era  of  sport, 
with  netting  controlled  or  conducted  under  the  auspices  of 
the  newly-formed  Lake  District  Angling  Association. 
Already,  1  believe,  all  the  fishery  owners  have  consented 
to  the  taking  over  of  their  rights  by  the  association,  thero 
being  but  one  or  two  unexpired  leases,  and  these  will  lapse 
in  the  coming  season.  Char  and  lake  trout  are  selling  at 
from  Is.  Od.  up  to  as  much  as  two  shillings  per  pound.— 


Westmf.ria.  .  , 

Lea.— On  Thursday  I  found  the  water  in  splendid  coa¬ 
lition  ;  would  that  I  could  speak  as  favourably  of  the 
weather,  which  has  been  about  as  wretched  as  it  possibly 
rould  be;  cold  north-easterly  and  north  westerly  winds 
have  prevailed,  interspei  aid  with  nasty  drizzling  showers  ; 
on  the  5th  we  had  nearly  a  continual  downpour  all  day, 
which,  aided  by  an  influx  sent  down  by  the  Lea  Con¬ 
servancy  created  quite  a  flush  in  the  old  river,  rendering 
the  chances  of  sport  to  the  few  anglers  who  did  venture 
out,  about  nil ;  'he  only  decent  fish  1  heard  of  was  a  chub 
of  about  Hlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Chapman,  from  the  Ferry 
Boat  waters,  at  Tottenham,  this  fish  was  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  that  chub  and  roach  are  very 
backward  in  their  spawning  operations  this  year.  A  few 
caddis  baits  are  now  to  be  found  and  they  are  a  most 
attractive  bait  for  chub  especially  ;  both  the  baits  and  the 
fish  are  to  be  found  close  to  Cook’s  Ferry  where  there  arc 
some  especially  suitable  eddies  and  swims  for  using  either 
worms  or  caddis  ;  fish  with  a  long  rod  so  as  to  keep  well 
away  from  the  water,  use  only  about  a  couple  of  yards  of 
fine  but  strong  gut,  no  float,  no  sinkers  at  all,  but  let  the 
bait  play  about  near  the  surface  and  good  chub  may 
be  taken.  Although  no  great  admirer  of  bream  as  a  rule, 
I  was  much  struck  by  the  appearance  of  a  preserved 
specimen  I  saw  &  few  days  since  at  Lnfield  j  it  scaled  91b., 
and  was  most  certainly  a  handsome  fish.  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  trout  having  been  taken  yet,  but  it  is  full  early,  and 
we  must  have  some  brighter  weather  before  they  will 
move  much,  although  one  or  two  have  been  seen ;  I  know 
of  the  whereabouts  of  a  few  good  fish,  one  an  especially 
large  specimen  with  which  1  shall  try  to  claim  a 
closer  acquaintanceship  some  day  before  long. 
I  don’t  mean  to  keep  this  knowledge  to  myself, 
but  shall  be  in  a  better  position  to  give  more 
definite  information  shortly.  The  few  Ash  that 
were  obtnined  by  the  netting  of  the  Last  London  W  ater- 
works  reservoirs  on  the  1st  instant,  were  safely  transferred 
to  the  Ponders  End  district  the  same  day.  Dace  are  now 
getting  into  the  shallows,  and  will  soon  get  through  their 
spawning  if  we  are  favoured  with  some  warm  sunshiny 
weather.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— The  rain  which  has  been  so  sadly  needed  for 
some  time  has  indeed  come  with  a  vengeance,  as  since 
Saturday  it  has  fallen  incessantly,  and  the  low  lying  mea¬ 
dows  in  the  country  are  completely  submerged.  Anglers, 
instead  of  complaining,  should  welcome  this  change,  as  it 
will  wash  the  rubbish  from  the  streams  and  results  no 
doubt  will  be  favourable  when  the  waters  have  got  down 
to  their  normal  height.  A  few  of  the  more  enthusiastic 
trout  fishermen  betook  themselves  to  some  of  the  resorts 
near  Leicester,  but  as  may  easily  be  imagined,  the  success 
they  met  with  was  of  a  poor  sort  only  one  or  two  captures 
being  made.  At  Desford  the  waters  are  very  high,  and 
consequently  there  has  not  been  any  fishing  this  week,  and 
at  East  Norton  the  subscribers  do  not  usually  begin  oper¬ 
ations  until  the  latter  part  of  this  month. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— This  district  during 
the  week  has  been  visited  with  heavy  falls  of  rain  which 
has  made  the  water  rise  and  change  colour.  The  weather 
has  been  very  bad  for  anglers  and  but  few  have  ventured 
out.  Ely  fishing  is  stopped  until  the  water  goes  clear 
again,  when  good  sport  may  be  expected  after  the  flush. 
Those  anglers  who  would  care  to  venture  out  should  take 
some  trout  with  the  running  worm.  The  Pensley  is  in 
order  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  it,  the  weather  being 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — Ihe  two 

first  days  of  the  week  we  hud  splendid  April  weather,  but 
since  then  it  has  been  bitterly  cold,  with  north  and  easterly 
winds;  snow,  hail  and  rain  bringing  down  upwards  of  a 
foot  rise  of  stained  water,  which  is  no_w  sinking.  Should 
the  weather  change  to  anything  like  fair,  the  rivers  will  bo 
in  good  order  for  the  coming  week.  March  Brown,  Blue 
Dun  February  Red,  Red  Palmer  and  Cow-dung  should  be 
the  best  ttios.-R.  T.  William?.  ,  .  . 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk) _ The  only  drawback  to  tho 

Ashing  on  this  beautiful  free  river  has  been  the  wretched 
cold  weather.  Still  there  has  been  a  few  good  fish  had  by 
what  I  call  the  enthusiast  anglers,  who  do  not  .mind 
taking  a  eold.  Time  of  writing  cold  and  showery,  wind  N. 
My  advice  is,  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  weather  change, 
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anglers  should  see  Mr.  Rolph  at  the  Ram  Hotel ;  with  his 
advice  good  baskets  must  be  had,  which  I  do  hope  will  be 
soon.  G.  E.  R.  trains  favour  this  place  for  a  long  day’s 
fishing.— John  O.  George. 

Penzance  (Newlyn).— With  the  advent  of  milder 
weather,  a  few  anglers  have  commenced  to  fish  off  the 
end  of  the  south  pier,  and  a  few  whiting  taken ;  but  it  is 
rather  early  in  the  season  yet  for  much  sport.— H. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Small  bass  are  still  being 
taken  in  the  Great  Western  Docks  in  the  evenings,  and 
pollack  in  the  bay.  The  various  piers  and  wharves  arc 
frequented  by  a  lot  of  fishermen  who  are  fond  of  fishing 
for  smelt,  and  several  dozens  are  taken  every  morning  and 
evening,  using  No.  8  hooks  to  short  looped  gut  and  rag 
worm  as  bait.  Flat  fish  are  taking  freely  in  Sutton  Harbour, 
from  boats.  River  Fishing. — The  rivers  are  in  good  con- 
dition  for  the  fly  and  the  snow  water  is  all  gone.  I  was  out 
yesterday  and  saw  some  nice  fish.  Dr.  Woodcombo  had  a 
dozen  nice  ones ;  Captain  Aylmer,  two  dozen  odd,  one  or 
two  very  nice,  but  not  in  such  good  condition  as  I  should 
like  to  see  them.  A  thunder  shower  put  a  stop  to  their 
rising,  and  none  were  taken  after  for  the  day.— William 
Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— We  had  more  or  less  of 
a  gale  from  the  S.E.  during  the  whole  of  last  week,  which 
has  put  a  temporary  check  on  pier  angling;  but  with 
calmer  weather,  a  few  haddock  or  whiting  may  be  caught 
in  the  bay  during  this  month,  as  also  dab  and  plaice.— H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— By  the  time  my  last  week’s 
report  reached  print  it  was  erroneous  ;  the  water,  which 
was  in  good  condition  on  Thursday,  having  become  a  tur¬ 
bid  swollen  stream  by  Saturday  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  rams  among  the  Welsh  hills.  Since  then  it  has 
covered  the  banks,  and  snow,  hail  and  rain  having  fallen 
abundantly,  the  water  is  only  now  beginning  to  resume  its 
normal  colour,  and  should  no  rain  fall  in  the  meantime 
will  be  in  condition  for  spinning  in  a  few  days.  On  the  2nd 
inst.,  Mr.  Haitken  took  a  21b.  2oz.  trout  at  the  Schools  Boat¬ 
house  with  the  Devon  minnow  ;  on  the  day  following,  Mr. 
Ed.  Roberts  captured  a  few  small  trout  with  the  minnow  • 
on  the  7th  Mr.  E.  Burley  took  a  Rib.  trout  with  the  worm 
at  Cherry  Orchard ;  and  on  the  9th,  Mr.  R.  Saviour,  with 
the  minnow,  captured  a  lib.  trout  above  the  railway  bridge 
ford.  The  Rib.  fish  was  in  fair  condition,  but  the  others 
were  not  as  clean  and  plump  as  could  be  wished  — 
Piscator. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Since  the  season  opened  a  few 
salmon  have  been  killed  both  with  the  fly  and  minnow.  I 
heard  of  some  trout  killed  in  the  Bray  last  week,  and  one 
trout  2jlb.,  beside  other  large  ones.  This  river  is  under 
different  arrangement  this  season,  as  the  tickets  are  given 
by  asking.  I  have  been  told  some  nice  trout  have  been 
landed  in  the  other  small  streams,  but  the  weather  is  still 
so  very  cold.  Wind,  north  and  north-east.  Large  quan¬ 
tities  cannot  be  expected  until  genial  showers  fall.—  Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  no w  running  out  of  order 
for  fly-fishing  owing  to  the  late  heavy  falls  of  rain.  The 
water  rose  quickly  and  coloured,  and  the  fishing  will  be 
quiet  until  the  water  goes  down  again.  The  weather  has 
been  cold,  and  snow  has  been  had,  and  but  few  have  been 
out  on  the  water.  Before  the  rain  fishing  had  improved, 
and  a  good  few  were  out,  and  some  fine  trout  were  landed’ 
The  water  is  now  in  order  for  worm  fishing,  this  being  the 
first  flush  of  water  we  have  had  for  some  months.  The 
t  out  are  moving  well  and  taking  the  worm  freely.  In  the 
water  near  Leintwardine  on  Monday  eight  good  trout 
were  taken  with  the  worm.  In  the  Ludford  water  a  nice 
brace  of  fish  were  caught  with  the  worm.  The  Ony,  Corve 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured.  Little  fishing  done.’ 
A  few  trout  caught  on  Monday  in  the  Corve.— S.  Ludlow 
Teme  (Tenbury) — In  this  part  the  cold  weather  and 
rain  has  greatly  interfered  with  the  fishing.  The  water  is 
at  present  running  coloured  and  has  risen,  but  it  will  do  the 
water  and  fishing  a  lot  of  good,  as  it  was  getting  very  low 
There  has  not  been  many  anglers  out  thisiweek,  the  weather 
being  too  rough.  Bottom  fishing  should  be  good  with  the 
worm,  and  one  or  two  who  have  tried  it  have  met  with  fair 
success.  The  Rea,  Ivyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured, 
and  fishing  in  them  quiet  until  it  gets  warmer.— VVor’ 
CESTER. 

Trent  (Newark).- A  splendid  Trent  salmon,  the  first  of 
the  season,  was  shown  at  Newark  on  Saturday  last,  taken 
in  the  Holme  length  a  few  miles  below  the  town— weight, 
201b.,  and  an  excellent  specimen  in  every  respect.  Con¬ 
tinuous  rains  have  at  length  had  a  desirable  effect,  and 
during  the  week  the  Trent  has  been  running  bank  full, 
which  should  induce  fish  to  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches’ 
and  with  more  genial  weather,  I  hope  ere  long  to  have  to 
chronicle  success  with  either  the  spinner  or  the  worm.— 
Trentsider. 

Trent  (Nottingham). —The  weather  has  been  very 
unsettled  throughout  the  week,  and  on  Monday,  five  feet 
of  extra  water  were  sweeping  down  the  bed  of  the  river 
The  rise  is  expected  to  set  the  salmon  on  the  move  in  the 
lower  estuaries,  and  cause  a  big  run  upwards  to  such  well- 
known  resorts  as  Averham,  Rolleston,  and  Colnwick 
Weir,  of  the  lower  waters  ;  and  Shardlow,  King’s  Mills 
and  Willington  of  the  upper.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  influx  has  come  at  a  most  opportune  period,  and  every¬ 
thing  points  now  to  the  enjoyment  of  exceptional  sport 
especially  at  Shardlow  and  King’s  Mills.  Last  Sunday  the 
weirs  at.  the  latter  place  were  alive  with  fish  trying  to 
get  over.  Trouting  in  the  tributaries  is  being  pursued 
under.disadvantageous  circumstances,  and  so  far  very  poor 
success  has  attended  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  patro¬ 
nised  them,— The  Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Tyne  (Hexham).-During  the  last  week  the  water  has 
been  in  flood,  and  with  the  wind  in  the  north-east  during 
that  time,  nothing  has  been  done,  the  weather  has  been 
extremely  cold,  and  snow  has  fallen.  So  far  the  season  has 
been  a  blank.  At  Devil’s  Water,  on  Good  Friday,  about 
a  half-dozen  small  trout  were  caught  since  that  date  the 
water  has  been  in  flood,  and  no  fish  have  been  taken 
Prospects  are  rather  better  to-day;  should  the  weather  take 
up,  good  sport  may  be  expected  on  Saturday  and  next 
week.— Geo.  Hamilton. 

Wharfe  and  Yore.— The  welcome  rain  came  at  last, 
but  too  late  for  the  Easter  anglers ;  it  is  much  warmer 
but  still  not  what  one  may  expect  in  April.  Waterheri 
Bloa  Early  Brown,  Little  Black,  and  Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple,  are  the  best  flies  to  pin  one’s  faith  on  at  present 
and  during  the  few  days  that  I  spent  on  the  Wharfe  at 
Easter,  I  found  that  the  trout  would  take  nothing  but 
the  second  and  last  name  of  flies.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
last  some  good  dishes  were  caught  with  worm  on  the 
Ilkley  Club  water,  one  local  angler  killing  eighteen  and 
another  twenty-two  nice  fish.  On  the  Nidd,  near  Pateley* 
some  few  trout  have  been  killed  with  fly.  On  the  Swale 
and  Yorkshire  Derwent  there  is  hardly  anything  doing. 

If  only  the  weather  became  warm  and  genial  there  would 
certainly  be  some  good  sport  on  all  the  Yorkshire  streams. 
—Francis  M.  Walbran. 


Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather  here 
does  not  improve,  and  the  continued  cold  E.  and  N.E.  winds 
have  kept  anglers  from  the  banks  of  the  rivers.  There  are 
many  gentlemen  waiting  for  a  change  in  the  weather,  and 
until  we  get  that  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  nothing  of 
interest  to  report  in  the  way  of  sport.— Dotterel.  ? 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Trout 
fishing  has  much  improved  during  the  past  week.  We 
have  had  two  or  three  days’  rain,  and  several  good  baskets 
of  troiit  have  been  taken,  and  the  fish  are  in  good  condition. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales),  via  Oswestry.— The 
elements  have  not  ceased  venting  their  wrath  on  this 
water,  for  on  the  1st  inst.  we  were  visited  by  a  heavy 
snowstorm,  eighteen  inches  falling  on  the  flat.  This  has 
naturally  been  much  against  the  takes,  and  induced  some 
an.glcrs  to  postpone  their  visit  for  a  few  days.  However, 
on  the  7th  inst.  the  water  was  in  better  order,  although 
there  was  a  piercing  north-west  wind,  and  a  very  pretty 
average  was  made— five  rods,  sixty-five  trout,  6141b.  This 
shows  what  can  be  done  here  in  reasonable  weather, 
though  it  seems  quite  possible  to  catch  on  this  lake  irre- 
spective  of  the  surrounding  influences.  Best  Flies— Black 
ana  Mallard,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Hecham  Pecham,  and 
/ulu.  Wednesday.— Seven  rods,  forty-five  trout,  4341b. 
?T0S^Tiias^e*'s  •  Mr.  an<i  Mrs.  Best,  thirteen,  weight  12.tlb. 
Mr*  'Vatts,  ten,  weight  7 Jib. ;  Mr.  Thornley,  eight,  weight 
7 fib- ;  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  six,  weight  7) lb. ;  Mr,  Harvey,  five, 
weight  Rib.  Heaviest  fish  :  Mr.  Thornley,  21b. ;  Mr.  T. 
Hughes,  1  fib. ;  Mrs.  Best,  lib.  lloz.  Thursday. —Six  rods, 
thirty-two  trout,  291b.  Best  baskets  :  Mr.  Crossfield, 
twelve,  weight  1041b. ;  Mr.  J.  Weare,  six,  weight  51b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  Harvey,  six,  weight  51b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Thornley,  five, 
weight  51b.  Heaviest  fish  :  Mr.  Harvey,  lib.  6oz.  Friday. — 
ten  rods,  fifty-two  trout,  501b.  2oz.  Best  baskets :  Mr. 
Crossfield,  fifteen,  weight  1411b. ;  Mr.  Mortimer,  two  rods, 
ten,  weight  91b. ;  Mr.  Watts,  five,  weight  641b.  Heaviest 
nyh :  Mr.  Watts,  ;21b.  2oz.  and  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Crossfield, 
lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Kershaw,  lib.  6oz.  Saturday.  -  Six  rods, 
twenty-one  trout,  171b.  2oz.  Best  baskets:  Mr.  Watts, 
nine,  weight  71b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  five,  weight,  3flb. 
Heaviest  fish:  Mr.  Pritchard,  ljlb.  Monday. — Seven  rods, 
thirty-five  trout,  3011b.  Best  baskets  ;  Mr.  F.  Weare, 
fourteen,  weight  131b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Garnett,  seven,  weight 
01b. ;  Mr.  Watts,  seven,  weight  511  b.  Heaviest  fish:  Mr. 
Kershaw,  lib.  0oz. ;  Mr.  Garnett  and  Mr.  Watts,  lib.  5oz. 
each,  luesday.— Five  rods,  sixty-five  trout,  6141b.  Best 
baskets  :  Mr.  F.  Weare,  fifteen,  weight  15:|lb. ;  Mr.  W.  II. 
v\  atts,  fifteen,  weight  1311b.  ;  Mr.  Luther  Watts,  eleven, 
weight  101b. ;  Mr.  Garnett,  two  rods,  twenty-four,  weight 
221b.  Heaviest  fish  :  Mr.  Weare,  lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  L.  Watts, 
lib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Watts,  Rib. ;  and  Mr.  Garnett,  ljlb.— 
Long  Drift. 

LIugwy  (Capel  Curig).— Cold  winds  have  been  much 
against,  angling  at  present,  and  only  few  flies  have  shown 
on  the  water.  One  gentleman,  however,  had  a  good  bas¬ 
ket  weighing  81b.  on  the  Gth  inst.,  and.  several  smaller 
takes_  have  been  made.— F.  C. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had  a 
welcome  fall  of  rain— just  what  we  wanted— and  the  river 
is  now  in  good  order,  and  a  nice  colour.  Some  of  our  local 
anglers  have  been  out  and  a  nice  basket  or  two  of  well- 
conditioned  fish  taken.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— The  weather  is  still  very  cold  and 
windy.  Our  mountains  have  been  covered  with  snow.  We 
have  had  very  heavy  falls  of  rain  also.  The  river  has  been 
bank  high  for  days,  giving  the  salmon  waiting  to  pay  us  a 
visit  an  opportunity  to  do  so ;  let  us  hope  many  have,  I 
know  some  did,  as  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  several  leap 
out  as  they  were  working  their  way  up.  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  being  captured  at  or  near  Abergavenny  since  April 
2,  the  commencement  of  the  salmon  season.  In  spite  of  the 
very  unfavourable  weather  during  the  past  week,  some 
good  baskets  of  excellent  trout  have  been  taken  with  the 
following  flies:— March  Brown,  Iron  Blue,  Orange  Body 
Blue,  Quill  Gnat  and  Little  Purple  in  the  waters  of  Mr. 

J ohn  Pritchard,  Mr.  J.  Clare  and  the  Abergavenny  Associa¬ 
tion*  by  Messrs.  Windham,  Batt,  Beamish,  H.  Clare,  Dela- 
field,  Lamont,  Davis,  Denver,  Williams  and  others. — J. 
Clare. 


Uslt  (at  Usk). — G  ood  sport  is  being  had  daily  in  the  Usk, 
especially  with  trout  which  take  the  fly,  just  now,  very 
eagerly.  The  weather  has  been  extremely  cold  for  April 
fishing ;  but  this  do  not  appear  to  check  the  rise  in  the  least. 
A  freshet  of  about  4ft.  took  place  on  the  5th  inst.,  but  the 
water,  was  in  order  again  for  the  fly  on  Tuesday.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Waldegrave  Stone,  caught  a  salmon  1341b.  On 
Tuesday,  Colonel  Smyth,  one  211b.  On  Wednesday,  General 
Dunn,  one  101b. ;  Mr.  H.  E.  Cole,  one  1011b.,  and  Mr.  Wal¬ 
degrave  Stone,  one  841b.— T. 


Scotoh  Reports. 


Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.). — Owing  to  the  severity  of  th< 
weather  this  river  was  not  so  regularly  fished  of  late.  Those 
who  ventured  out,  however,  had  fair  luck  in  most  cases 
Ihe  Invercharron  waters  were  fished  on  Wednesday  bi 
Mr.  Littlejohn,  of  In vercharron,  who  got  a  salmon  of  91b. 
Mr.  R.  P.  (  oupland,  Cresswell  Gardens,  Kensington,  trier 
the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water,  and  landed  two  of  9 ',1b 
and  71b.  On  Saturday,  John  Cameron,  keeper,  Feari 
Lodge  (on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod),  landed  one  of  81b„  and  losi 
another.  On  Monday,  this  week,  the  same  rod  had  a  91b 
salmon  on  Glidfield  Pool,  and  one  of  811b.  on  Prince’s  Pool 
Mr.  ‘Coupland  fished  the  Hotel  waters,  and  landed  Hirer 
salmon,  weighing  81b.,  91b.,  and  111b.  respectively.  He  alsc 
lost  two  fish,  one  of  which  was  almost  ready  for  the  gaff 
Miss  Littlejohn,  Invercharron  House,  landed  two  nice  fish 
on  the  Invercharron  water.  Several  were  out  on  Tuesday 
but  no  fish  caught.— McB.  ' 

Dec  (Aberdeenshire).— The  sport  of  the  season  is  stil 
hemg  enjoyed  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  The 
middle  and  lower  reaches  contain  but  few  fish  and  these 
for’the  most  part  are  what  are  termed  “red,”  having  beer 
in  the  fresh  water  some  considerable  time.  There  is  a 
good  dept h  of  snow  all  over  the  Grampians,  and  with  fresh 
weather  there  will  be  no  want  of  good  round  waters  foi 
some  time.  On  the  Invercauld  private  water,  the  sport  got 
by  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  M.P.,  and  his  son  Mr.  Olivei 
Borthwick  during  their  short  stay  of  some  six  and  a-half 
days  was  something  magnificent.  In  that  time  they  landed 
no  less  than  forty-five  salmon,  scaling  from  61b.  to  1741b.  in 
weight.  They  had  four,  eight,  and  sometimes  nine  fish 
daily,  in  weather  decidedly  not  the  most  favourable  for 
salmon  angling,  and  marked  strongly  by  snow,  sleet,  and 
easterly  winds.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  similar  successes 
were  met  with  by  Dr.  Profeit,  the  royal  keepers,  and  others. 
’4 11  "the  Ballater  water,  splendid  sport  was  got  by  Mr 
McGregor  s  guests  on  the  Invercauld  Arms  reach,  lin  spite 
of  the  adverse  nature  of  wind  and  water.  Here  Mr  John 
McGregor  had  two  fish  of  81b.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  Win.McHardy 
one  of  91b. ;  Mr,  L.  Bnstowe,  one  of  101b.,  one  of  71b„  one  ol 
Swlb.j  and  three  of  81b.,  71b.  and  91b.,  on  different  days  re¬ 


spectively  ;  while  Sir  George  Chetwode  landed  one  of  81b. 
one  of  841b.,  two  of  711b.  and  81b.,  and  two  of  841b.  and  91b.’ 
and  Mr.  Griffiths,  three  of  741b.,  841b.,  and  91b.  on  the  same 
water.  On  the  Craigendarroch  Lodge  water,  Mr.  A 
Cameron  had  two  of  81b.  and  111b.,  while  Mr.  W.  It.  Haven 
landed  one  of  91b.  on  the  Monaltrie  water.  On  the  Cambus 
O'May  water,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  party  con¬ 
tinue  to  secure  tolerably  good  sport,  having  several  fish 
almost  every  day.  On  the  Glentana  water,  Sir  William  C 
Brooks,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  party  are  having  very  fair  sport 
considering  the  nature  of  the  weather  and  low  state  of  the 
river.  Oil  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Lamond 
landed  two  fish  last  week,  one  of  201b.  and  one  of  161b 
The  latter  after  an  exciting  run  being  foul  hooked  by  the 
back.  On  the  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  Baily  landed  one  on 
1  hursday  of  81b.,  and  three  on  Monday,  scaling  7jlb.  81b 
and  lljlb.;  while  Mr.  E.  Drummond  had  one  of  81b.  on  the 
Ballogie  water.  On  the  Seine  water,  Mr.  Ferguson  landed 
a  fine  fish  of  221b.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water,  Mr  J  T 
Hay  and  party  had  four  fish  last  week,  scaling  from  71b!  to 
91b.;  while  Mr.  Barber  had  two  on  the  Inchmarlo  section 
one  of  which  weighed  201b.  The  other  sections  of  the  river 
are  mostly  blank.  A  few  finnocks  have  been  secured  on 
the  tidal  reaches  with  the  worm.  Trout  fishing  will  be  late 
all  over,  and  especially  so  on  the  Dee,  which  is  not  an  early 
river  at  best.  V ery  little  “  fly  ”  has  yet  been  seen,  and  the 
large  deposits  of  snow  left  on  the  hills  during  March 
although  better  than  nothing  in  the  absence  of  other 
moisLure  for  salmon  running,  will  have  the  effect  of  re¬ 
tarding  trout  getting  into  the  best  of  condition  as  early  as 
might  be  desired.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  river  Deveron  was  in  fine 
condition  during  the  past  week.  The  spate  from  the  melt- 
ing  of  the  snow  from  the  hills  has  somewhat  subsided 
and  the  water  is  also  of  a  clearer  colour.  Although  there 
is  an  improvement  in  the  net  fishings,  fish  are  not  sunning 
in  such  numbers  as  was  expected.  The  fact  is  attributed 
to  the  south  and  south-easterly  winds,  accompanied  bv 
4  ery  frosty  nights.  A  change  of  wind  and  a  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  would  clear  the  air  of  frost,  and  help  to  encourage  the 
salmon  to  come  towards  the  shore.  The  takes  by  the 
netsmen  on  the  river  varied  considerably  for  the  week 
Only  one  fish  would  be  landed  for  a  whole  day’s  work 
and  the  next  about  a  dozen.  On  the  sea  coast  stations  the 
cobles  were  out  daily,  with  the  exception  of  Saturday 
which  was  very  stormy  the  wind  blowing  a  gale  from 
the  south-east.  1  he  yield  at  each  station  ranged  from 
eight  salmon,  of  an  average  weight  of  81b.  to  121b. 

I  or  the  week  the  total  catch  up  to  Wednesday  from  the 
Deveron  and  district  was  eight  boxes,  each  weighing  a 
little  over  2c wt.  On  the  Gardcnstown  coast  the  fishing 
Jj^ch  has  been  well  niamtained  since  the  commencement! 
showed  a  slight  falling-off,  only  four  boxes  having  been 
landed  for  the  week.  YYe  hear  that  the  first  grilse  for  the 
season  was  caught  in  the  nets  on  the  coast,  about  twelve 
miles  to  the  west  of  the  Deveron  at  the  end  of  last  week 
It  was  reported  to  have  weighed  nearly  41b  This  is  a 
month  earlier  than  that  of  last  year,  when  the  first 
one  landed  was  on  the  5th  of  May.  Anglers  for 
trout  have  been  been  more  numerous  on  the  river  lately 
and  a  good  many  of  about  lib.  weight  have  been  taken 

river —HSWtC  QOt  a  salmon  has  fallen  to  the  rod  on  the 

Don.— Very  little  doing  on  this  river,  but  with  a  few 
days  fav  ourable  weather  trouting  would  commence  The 
season,  however,  will  be  a  late  one,  A  very  interesting 
case  was  decided  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week 
when  Mr.  W.  K.  Burnett,  proprietor  of  the  estate  of 
Kemnay  adjoining  the  Don,  obtained  a  conviction  a|ainst 
a  labourer  named  Stewart,  residing  in  the  village  of 
Kemnay  for  fishing  for  salmon  without  permission  It 
was  pleaded  that  the  offender  was  fishing  for  sport  and’  not 
for  gam,  but  the  sheriff  failed  to  see  "any  difference  as 
far  as  the  proprietor  was  concerned  if  his  fish  were  bein^ 
caught  and  taken  away.  He  accordingly  fined  the  accused 
’  t'v-kf1  e*Pen?es  f°r  bis  illegal  coast,  with  the  altcrnat  vo 
of  thirty  days  in  gaol.  This  cast  will’  h  i ve  a  very  whole 

w  i 1 1  10 u  Uea vc i^-D  i ox!"  fi3hmg  f°r  Salm3n  in  th3  district 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  —  Strong  and  bitterly  cold 
east  wind  prevailed  here  during  the  whole  week  •  indeed 
so  cold  was  each  day  and  the  wind  so  unfavourable  from 
an  angler’s  point  of  view,  that  only  continued succesJ 
could  have  tempted  the  angler  to  venture  forth  But  if 
seems  to  me  that  this  season  salmon  are  paying  no  atten 
tion  to  the  weather,  as  here  at  least  they  take  klen°y  in  Ml 
vv  eathers,  if  the  angler  only  cares  to  tryf  This  is  the  move1 
bygone  years  an  east  wind  with  several  decrees 
of  frost  prevailing  was  quite  enough  discourage  the  "most 
ardent  angler  e  ven  from  going  out,  thinking  of  his  previous 
experience  under  similar  circumstances.  One  must  then 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  year  at  least  fish  have 
changed  their  tactics,  at  all  events  the  following  record 
shows  grand  sport.  On  Wednesday,  the  1st  A§rfl  Mr 
Bruce  on  KUdonan  landed  five  salmon  of  101b.  each’  On 
No.  5  Mr.  V  atney  had  five  of  91b.  On  No.  4  Mr  Buckley 
had  three,  one  of  which  scaled  211b.  On  No  3  Mr  H  ok 

£fb  f°On  NoCrf(’oW(  I°in  No’2Mrv;  Sykes  had  on”  of 
,,7,  un  No.  l  Colonel  Hargraves  had  one  of  91b  On 

four"5f1>ib :h< O^No^Mr1  r  argravefs  on  Kildonan  had 

*  g;  ‘sMf'motSS 

four  of  101b.  each.  On  No.  1  Mr  Svkes  fu-o  nf 
FndaVhc i3^’  Mr.  Sykes  on  Kildonfr/got  three^of 
w’f  ^  ^r’  Bruce  got  four  of  91b.  On  No.  3  Mr 

Watney  had  one  of  101b.  On  No  2  Mr  C  H  Al-mvri 
had  two  of  81b  On  No.  1  Mr.  Ashworth  had  five  tf  101b 
°a  tnm  Uldau  the  4th  Mr.  Ashworth  on  Kildonan  had  five 
t  Vet,n0n^°k3  Mr.  Sykes  got  three  of  91b  On 
three  of  91b.  On  No.  2  Mr.  Watnev 

Monday  the  6th°M^°'r  ^ir’  A,kro>'d  three  of  91b.  On 
eight  salmon,  average  91b.  each.'  °On  No  V  Mr* Ash worth 

OandNr30fCMonel°HnarNa  4  Mr’  ^kes  got  thVet^fi 

V,!,  6  Uoloncl  Hargraves  got  four  of  91b.  On  No  2 

Mr.  Bruce  got  four  of  101b.  On  No.  1  Mr  Watnev  not 
three  of  101b.  each.  On  Tuesdnv  the  vn,  mJ  ii  y  ,eoc 
No.  5  got  eight  fish  avmrageinflOlb?  'on  No’  4  MsT 
worth  got  one  of  101b.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Svkes  °ot  two  of  oiiV 
2“  ,N°V  ^  Colonel  Hargraves  had  hree  of°91b  and  on 

tLV-3 01 91b-  A-s  » 

Ifr’FU  herlal,d  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  landed  s^’x  sea 

season.  Ihe  most  productive  as  yet  are  Mr.  Anderson’s 
Scalp,  South  Bonar,  and  Rivermouth  fishings’.  Mr.  Smith’s 

lVnt  ^VR.hair°ij  and.Craggandubh  shots  are  doing  fairly  weli 
but  Messrs.  Powne  and  Pltcaithley’s  Skibo  fishings  at  the 
head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth  have  not  been  vc^  producti?e 
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as  yet.  Taking  all  the  fishings  together  it  is  estimated 
that  the  total  salmon  consigned  to  the  London  markets  in 
the  courso  of  the  week  would  weigh  fully  Gcwt.— McB. 

Loch  Nos3  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.).— Trout  and  pike 
anglers  arc  doing  remarkably  on  this  water,  Mr.  It.  G. 
Douglas  bagging  as  much  as  231b.  in  one  day  (five  trout). 
On  2nd  inst.  he  had  three  trout,  averaging  31b.,  and  a  pike 
of  7,'lb.  Fishing  for  a  short  time  on  the  3rd,  he  had  five 
trout,  151b. ;  and  on  the  6th  he  had  three  trout  and  a  pike  of 
91b.  On  the  7th  he  landed  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  201b.  The 
above  were  all  got  by  the  blue  and  brown  Phartom 
minnow.  Seldom  has  the  loch  yielded  such  sport  so  early 
in  the  season.  Last  week  Messrs.  Hector  Munro  and 
Glanville  Milne,  of  Aberdeen  University,  had  very  fair 
sport  on  Loch  Ness.  They  landed  on  the  29th  of  March 
four  yellow  trout  and  one  sea  trout,  weighing  in  all  71b. 
Daring  four  days  of  last  week  they  had  five  trout,  weigh¬ 
ing  201b.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Milne  killed  a  Sal  mo  ferox , 
weighing  61b.,  in  good  condition.  The  weather  was  very 
unfavourable,  there  being  little  or  no  wind ;  but  the  pros¬ 
pects  are  excellent..— Hison. 

Loch  Oich  and  Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.).— This  has 
been  the  poorest  week  since  the  opening,  only  six  fish 
having  been  grassed.  Fishingon  the  river,  on  the  2nd,  Mr. 
Moore  had  a  small  fish.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Wilson  had  three 
on  the  loch ;  the  4th  was  a  blank.  On  the  6th,  two  were  got 
on  the  loch,  201b.  and  191b.  The  river  is  too  low  for  angling, 
and  there  is  no  great  sign  of  a  change ;  frosty  each  night.— 
Hison. 

Lochness  and  River  Oich  (Fort  Augustus  Hotel).— 

There  has  been  very  little  doing  owing  to  the  very  dry 
state  of  the  water,  the  prevalence  of  east  wind,  and  the 
cold  atmosphere.  Last  week  Mr.  Campbell  got  two  nice 
fresh  run  fish  on  the  loch,  weighing  1641b.  and  101b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Wordie’s  keeper  had  two  fine  fish  off  the  river,  1941b. 
and  161b.,  and  lost  a  third.— Hison. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of;,  Killin.— On  the  Ivillin  Hotel 
water,  April  2,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one  salmon,  241b.;  Mr.  Speed, 
one,  191b.;  on  the  6th,  General  Grant,  one,  201b.;  on  the  7th. 
one,  181b.;  Mr.  Seacombe,  two,  151b.  and  181b.— Alpine 
McAlpine. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— On  Monday  last  week,  Mr. 
Dennison,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon;  Mr.  R.  C. 
Delassalla  had  two  which  weighed  1041b.  and  111b. ;  and 
Mr.  W.  A.  Soams,  one  salmon.  The  last-named  angler 
landed  four  fish  during  the  previous  week.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Dennison  caught  one  salmon ;  Mr.  It.  C.  Delassalla, 
one ;  and  Mr.  Richardson,  Syre  Lodge,  two.  In  previous 
week’s  fishing  Mr.  Richardson  landed  six  fish,  the  heaviest 
of  which  weighed  111b.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  W.  A.  Soams 
landed  two,  one  61b.,  and  the  other  a  beauty  of  231b.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Wormald  and  friend,  Skelpick— and  only  for  a 
few  hours— got  one,  and  Mr.  Richardson  another.  On 
Saturday  three  salmon  were  landed  by  Mr.  Richardson. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold,  boisterous  and  snowy, 
but  on  Tuesday  this  week  it  showed  signs  of  settling.— 
McB. 

Ness.— The  angling  on  the  Ness  has  been  anything  but 
good  since  the  opening,  only  four  salmon  killed  with  rod. 
Trout  anglers  are  having  very  good  sport  on  the  lower 
reaches. 

Oykel  (Langwell  Water).— The  sport  obtained  during 
the  past  week  has  been  pretty  good,  and  would  doubtless 
have  been  better,  had  the  weather  not  been  tantalisingly 
unfavourable.  Mr.  William  Black,  London,  landed  two 
salmon  on  Monday,  one  81b.  on  Cemetery  Pool  and  the 
other  841b.  on  Stones  Pool.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Morton, 
London,  caught  a  nine-pounder  on  Langwell  Pool,  and  on 
Wednesday  he  landed  two  on  Brae  Pool,  weighing  741b. 
and  941b.  respectively.  On  Thursday  two  nice  fish  were 
caught  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  London,  one  91b.  on  Brae 
Pool,  and  one  of  841b.  on  Whirlpool.  Mr.  Morton  got  a 
nine-pounder  on  Rock  Pool  on  Thursday,  one  of  91b.  on 
Stones  Pool,  and  one  of  111b.  on  Langwell  Pool  on  Friday, 
and  on  Saturday  a  fish  of  841b.  on  the  narrows.— McB. 

Oykel  (Oykel  Bridge,  Lairg,  N.B.).— Since  last  re¬ 
ported,  Mr.  Gilmour,  Alexandria,  fishing  from  the  Balna- 
gown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  five  salmon,  in  all  weighing  81b., 
841b.,  91b.,  1041b.,  and  841b.  respectively.  On  Monday  this 
week  John  Mackay,  gillie,  fishing  for  Mr.  Stanhope,  landed 
a  beauty  of  1241b.;  and; John1  Ross,  keeper,  Loubcroy,  caught 
two  salmon  oh  the  Eihig,  941b.  each.— McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Despite  the  cold  and  boisterous 
weather  which  has  prevailed,  the  anglers  from  the  Suther¬ 
land  Arms  Hotel  have  been  getting  good  sport.  On 
Monday  week  one  gentleman  caught  two  salmon  on  the 
lower  reaches— one,  81b.,  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  the  other, 
91b.,  on  Turn  Pool.  On  Wednesday,  a  101b.  fish  was  caught 
on  Home  Pool  by  Mrs.  Farrer ;  and  on  Thursday,  an  eleven- 
pounder  on  Hector’s  land  by  Mr.  Jackson.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Jackson  caught  one  of  81b.  on  Poll  Clarag  ;  and  Mrs.  Farrer, 
a  nine  pounder  on  Cruives  Pool.  On  the  same  pool  Mr. 
Lake  killed  a  101b.  salmon  on  Saturday.  Monday,  this 
wreek,  was  blank  ;  but  on  Tuesday,  on  Poll  Caslag,  Mrs. 
Farrer  landed  a  221b.  salmon  after  one  and  a-half  hour’s 
play,  it  having  been  foully  hooked  ;  Mrs.  Jackson  caught  a 
131b.  fish  on  Smith  Pool,  and  one  of  10lb.  on  Garden  Pool ; 
Mr.  Lake  also  caught  a  ten-pounder  on  Gard  in  Pool.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland.— Some  of  the  South  of  Scotland 
rivers  have  not  been  angling  so  well  of  late,  this  being 
attributed  to  the  very  cold  barren  sort  of  weather  and 
the  prevailing  north-easterly  winds.  In  the  higher  hills 
of  Dumfriesshire  snow  still  covers  the  hills,  and  until 
this  disappears  the  sport  is  not  likely  to  show  improve¬ 
ment.  Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks  some  fine 
spring  salmon  have  been  had  in  the  Annan,  which 
appears  to  be  affording  the  best  sport  of  any  of  the 
Border  rivers  this  year.  Since  my  notes  of  last  week 
Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson,  St.  Asaph,  North  Wales,  has 
landed  two  new  run  spring  salmon  of  101b.  and  51b.  re¬ 
spectively.  Mr.  Nicholson  has  killed  three  spring  salmon 
in  the  Annan  since  the  season  opened.  He  has  had 
several  good  trout  besides.  Yesterday  Mr.  Wallas,  gun- 
maker,  Wigton,  Cumberland,  killed  in  the  Brewery  Pool 
below  Annan  Bridge  a  nice  new  spring  salmon  of  1141b. 
Mr.  Wallas  hooked  and  lost  two  others  above  the  bridge. 
To-day  the  same  angler  killed  a  basket  of  eight  trout, 
weighing  fully  441b.  Mr.  Henry  Boyd,  Annan,  and  Mr. 
Duncan,  Dumfries,  landed  several  salmon  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  but  in  every  case  these  fish  proved  to  be  kelts, 
and  were  returned  to  the  water.  The  buying  off  of  the 
river  nets  by  the  riparian  proprietors  of  the  Annan  seems 
a  step  in  the  right  direction,  as  this  river  has  never  afforded 
such  fine  sport  among  spring  salmon  as  it  is  now  doing. 
During  the  past  few  weeks  tne  wind  has  only  been  in  the 
right  direction  for  two  days.  The  Nith  reports  are  very 
quiet  in  tone.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  draught  nets 
capture  all  the  salmon,  so  that  those  anglers  in  the  middle 
and  upper  waters  have  little  or  r,o  chance,  as  few  fish 
escape  the  nets,  I  have  often  wondered  why  the  riparian 
proprietors  do  not  combine  and  buy  off  the  draught  nets,  and 
follow  the  example  of  Esk  and  Annan.  Pollution  is  receiving 


attention  of  those  interested  in  the  Border  Esk,  and  I  hear 
of  immediate  action  about  to  be  taken  in  the  matter.  I  rom 
all  accounts  this  is  acting  against  sport  in  the  Esk,  as 
anglers  are  unanimous  in  opinion  that  the  river  is  not 
affording  such  good  sport  as  formerly,  and  they  attribute 
this  to  the  pollution  in  the  river  from  the  mills.  Rivers 
are  in  good  order  to-day  (Thursday) ;  wind,  north-east,  and 
barometer  high.— Heathkrhkll. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water).— Notwithstanding  the  un¬ 
favourable  weather  of  the  past  week  some  lively  sport  was 
had  on  the  river.  On  Stenton  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Walton,  London,  took  a  fine,  newly-run  salmon,  of 
91b.,  besides  landing  two  enormous  kelts.  On  the  same  day 
Mr.  E.  G.  Maitland,  Hazel  Hall,  Dundee,  fished  the  hotel 
section,  but  was  unsuccessful.  On  the  Delvine  water,  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  Walton  landed  a  splendid  fish,  weighing 
201b.,  and  unfortunately  lost  one  of  about  the  same  weight, 
On  Friday,  however,  the  same  gentleman  was  com¬ 
pensated  for  his  loss  by  killing  two  handsome  salmon  of 
101b.  and  211b.  on  the  Murlhly  and  Stenton  stretches.  I  he 
water  is  in  excellent  order,  and  fish  are  running  freely.— 
M.  G. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  recent  rains  have  not  brought  out 
the  river  much.  It  is  still  rather  low,  and  the  weather  is 
so  cold  that  trout  have  not  commenced  to  rise  yet.  On 
the  Grantully  water  Mr.  Kelsall  killed  two  fish.  On  the 
Birnam  Hotel  Mr.  Walton,  London,  had  two  on  Friday, 
201b.  and  91b.,  and  one  on  the  Stenton  water,  241b.  On  the 
Logierait  Hotel  water.  Captain  Brown  killed  three,  221b., 
181b.,  and  141b.  On  the  Cargill  water,  Mr.  Mitchell, 
Blairgowrie,  one  on  Friday,  271b.,  and  one  on  Saturday, 
211b.  On  the  Kinnaird  water  thirty-two  fish  have  been 
killed  up  to  date.  Tummel. —  Lord  Wolmer  killed  two  on 
the  Foskally  water  on  Friday,  and  Lord  Elphinstone,  one, 
91b.  On  Monday,  Sir  George  Stephen  killed  one  of  181b., 
and  two  on  Tuesday,  191b.  and  171b.  Lyon.— On  tre 
Duneaves  water  Mr.  Margetson  killed  one  on  Saturday, 
241b.— Alder. 

Tweed.— The  weather  and  water  since  my  last  notes  has 
been  very  much  against  the  prosecution  of  sport,  and 
several  days  during  the  present  week  the  conditmns 
were  such  that  no  angling  could  take  place,  the  water  being 
of  an  unfisbable  size.  Up  to  Saturday  last  both  Tweed  and 
Teviot  ran  in  fine  volume  for  angling.  On  Sunday  a  flood 
of  between  2ft.  and  3ft.  occurred,  consequent  on  the 
general  rain  that  had  fallen  and  the  strong  easterly  winds 
that  accompanied  the  pluvial  descents;  angling  was  there¬ 
fore  not  practicable  until  Wednesday,  and  that  only  on  the 
shallow  streams  and  casts.  To-day  (Thursday)  the  rivers 
are  a  little  better  in  colour,  and  of  a  more  fishable  size, 
and  should  favourable  weather  now  set  in,  very  good 
sport  is  anticipated  on  all  the  waters,  as  large  numbers  ot 
fish  have  of  late  been  rising  up  the  river.  The  following 
are  the  takes  that  have  been  obtainable  since  last  notes, 
which  show  that  the  disciples  of  Old  Izaak  have  had  as 
good  sport  as  could  have  been  expected,  and  will  also  com¬ 
pare  favourably  with  that  got  during  the  same  period  of 
the  spring  fishing  last  season.  At  Tweedmill,  Coldstream, 
on  Monday  last  week,  Mr.  G.  H.  Peirson  and  Mr.  G.  B. 
Peirson  had  each  one  salmon,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
latter  gentleman  had  two  fish.  Mr.  Farquhar,  on  the  Mer- 
toun  water  had  one  salmon  and  one  grilse,  weighing  91b. 
each,  while  on  another  day’s  fishing  on  the  same  water,  he 
was  successful  in  killing  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and  one  of  71b. 
On  the  Hendersyde  water  quite  a  goodly  number  of  salmon 
have  been  got  on  the  various  casts.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Lionel  Bulteel,  London,  had  one  fish  on  Thursday  and 
Friday,  and  on  Saturday  he  had  two.  Mr.  Tait,  jun.,  of 
Edenside,  killed  two  on  Saturday  on  the  Hendersyde  water, 
and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  one  of  111b.  on  Thursday.  At 
Sprouston,  Admiral  Walker  had  one  or  two  salmon  each 
day,  on  Wednesday  Thursday,  and  Friday.  At  Barham, 
on  Tuesday  last  week,  Mr.  Vockins  killed  two  salmon, 
161b. ;  Mr.  Fisher  had  four,  481b.,  on  Thursday  ;  one  of  81b. 
Friday,  and  two,  181b.,  on  Saturday.  At  Twizel,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Mr.  Blake  killed  one  of  1141b.  On  the  Makerstoun 
water  on  Thursday  last,  Major  Bourke  had  his  first  fish  of 
the  season.  On  the  Hendersyde  water  on  Wednesday,  the 
9th  inst.  Mr.  James  Kerss  had  a  nice  81b.  salmon,  lhe 
weather  has  been  much  too  cold  for  trout  fishing,  although 
some  fair  baskets  are  being  secured  about  the  midday 
hours.  At  Hendersyde  last  week,  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith  had  several  baskets  weighing  from  71b.  to  101b. 
Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  takes  of  from  71b.  to  141b.  At  the 
Junction,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  George  Lees,  jun.,  had  a 
basket  weighing  71b.,  but  which  contained  only  three 
trout,  the  bulk  of  the  take  being  composed  of  six  large 
grayling.  On  the  Teviot,  on  the  9th  inst.,  Mr.  George 
Turnbull,  Kelso,  had  101b.  of  trout,  and  Mr.  James  Affleck, 
of  Heaton,  had  81b.  , 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Caithness).— The  weather 
continues  bitter  cold,  and  very  little  sunshine,  the  wind  has 
been  steady  in  the  south-east  for  the  past  week  The  river 
has  been  falling  steadily,  but  so  slow  that  it  is  only  getting 
into  good  fishing  order  now.  The  anglers  have  been  fairly 
successful  on  the  river,  but  Lochmore  has  fished  poorly, 
owing  to  the  high  state  of  the  loch.  Lochbeg  gave  four 
fish  on  Wednesday  to  one  rod.  On  Thursday  No.  6  beat 
gave  six  salmon,  No.  7  gave  four,  and  No.  8  gave  two.  On 
Friday  No.  6  beat  gave  five  salmon,  while  the  other  beats 
did  fairly  well.  Saturday  was  a  blank  day,  owing  to  a  gale 
of  wind.  There  is  a  good  many  fish  in  the  river,  but  the 
coldness  of  the  water  has  retarded  their  progress  up-stream, 
so  that  a  good  many  of  the  March  run  are  still  in  Nos. 
6,  7,  and  8  beats,  for  this  reason  the  “  Little  Thurso  ”  has 
done  nothing  yet.  The  particulars  of  the  day’s  fishing  have 
not  reached  me,  but  will  report  it  next  week.  The  beats 
on  Lochmore  and  Lochbeg  are  altered  as  follows:  No.  1, 
from  Muir’s  Point  to  old  river  mouth  ;  No.  2,  from  old 
river  mouth  to  south  side  of  Daubuz’s  Bay  ;  N o.  3,  from  the 
Piers  to  Muir’s  Point ;  No.  4,  Daubuz’s  bay  and  mouth  of 
Sleagh  river  ;  No.  5,  from  the  Piers  to  Rocky  Point.  Loch¬ 
beg  now  goes  with  No.  5  beat,  instead  of  No.  7  as  formerly. 
This  arrangement  ought  to  be  an  improvement  in  giving 
more  room  to  each  boat.— A.  H. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford).— There  has  really  been  no 
improvement  in  the  weather  since  my  last  report— it  con¬ 
tinued  as  cold  as  ever,  and  the  wind  still  in  the  north-east. 
On  the  1st  of  April,  the  wind  changed  several  points 
towards  the  south.  Mr.  Brewis,  solicitor,  Sunderland, 
killed  twenty  trouts  in  one  hour  from  eleven  to  twelve  a.m. 
On  the  2nd,  Mr.  John  Newcastle,  of  Gateshead,  had  31b.  of 
trout.  Monday  the  river  was  flooded  ;  to-day  (the  7th), 
showers.— R.  J.  Fenton. 


rather  high  coloured.  Below  the  village  of  Coagh  on  Satur¬ 
day  Mr.  John  Mancely  had  eleven  brown  trout,  ranging 
from  ljlb.  to  31b.,  all  in  prime  condition.  Mr.  John  Norris 
had  five  trout,  the  heaviest  of  which  turned  the  scale  at 
3fib.  Mr.  It.  H.  Norris  had  a  nice  basket  of  four  trout,  and 
Mr.  William  Crawford,  on  a  piece  of  heavy-coloured  water, 
landed  a  beauty  of  51b.  odd.  Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  post¬ 
master,  Ardtree,  had  also  a  tidy  bag  of  five  trout,  includ¬ 
ing  a  four-pounder.  A  couple  dozen  of  large  jack  have 
been  taken  during  the  past  fortnight  out  of  the  Ardtree 
reaches,  which  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  young  trout. 
Some  of  the  jack  ran  as  high  as  151b.  On  Monday  the  river 
rose  higher,  and  sport  since  then  has  been  almost  at  a 
standstill.  On  the  Tcrrew,  Blackwater,  and  other  streams 
in  my  district  I  hear  of  nothing  being  done  worth  record¬ 
ing.  All  anglers  complaining  of  the  heavy  floods.  Weather 
still  looks  gloomy  and  threatening.  Tuesday  morning,  cn 
the  Ardtree  water,  Mr.  William  M‘Cord  had  six  trout, 
weighing  in  the  total  1341b.,  all  killed  on  a  March  Brown, 
which  is  killing  well  as  the  water  settles  on  the  uppir 
reaches  of  the  river.— J.  A.  Bari.oWe. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).  —  1  he 
water  is  now  in  good  condition,  but  very  little  favourable 
weather  was  had  for  angling  for  the  past  week.  Stephen 
lluggard  caught  three  salmon,  121b.,  121b.,  and  111b. ;  John 
Sullivan,  one,  131b. ;  and  Daniel  Leary,  one,  101b.  As  the 
weather  has  now  assumed  a  favourable  aspect  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  sport  have  improved. — Tnos.  J.  Hennery. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.— The  weathc  r 
during  the  past  week  has  been  the  worst  experienced  by 
anglers  on  Melvin  this  season.  The  wind  changed  to  the 
north-east  early  in  the  week,  and  blew  a  gale,  and  only 
occasionally,  when  it  would  lull  for  a  couple  of  hours, 
could  any  fishing  be  done,  else  the  sport  would  have  been 
good,  as  there  is  a  lot  of  clean  fish  running  into  the  lough 
at  present.  Particulars :— Major  Wilson,  on  Thursday, 
one  salmon,  91b. ;  Dr.  Creighton,  on  Tuesday,  two  salmon, 
101b.  and  71b. ;  and  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  1141b. ;  Major 
Trevelyan,  on  Monday,  killed  a  splendid  brown  trout  of 
741b. ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bawden,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon,  101b. ; 
Mr.  H.  R.  Cheaney,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon,  941b. ;  Mr.  R. 
Barron,  on  Monday,  one  salmon,  f)lb.  Good  sport  will  be 
had  now,  as  the  weather  is  fast,  settling.  Owing  to  the 
direction  the  wind  was  blowing  it  did  not  affect  the 
Bundrowes,  which  was  mostly  sheltered,  and  capital  spoi  t 
was  had  there.  Col.  Tynte,  on  Wednesday,  one  salmor, 
181b.  ;  Mr.  B.  M.,  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  T, 
Feely,  in  the  week,  two  salmon,  1141b.  and  1041b. ;  Mr.  Lacy, 
in  the  week,  three  salmon,  1241b.,  101b.,  and  941b. ;  Mr.  M. 
Sharry,  two  salmon  101b.  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Gowan,  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  71b. ;  M.  D.  Magowan,  two  salmon,  111b. 
and  101b.  Some  other  salmon  were  also  taken,  particulars 
of  which  are  not  yet  to  hand  ;  weather  is  much  improved 
at  time  of  writing.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— After  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  the  river  is  now  in  bad  fishing  trim,  water  being 
heavy  and  partly  discoloured.  Only  a  few  fish  have  been 
got  during  the  last  week  in  shallow  pools  and  bays  of  rocks. 
Lake  fishing  was  mostly  the  order  of  the  day.  F.  A.  L. 
Pike,  junr.,  stopping  at  the  Foxford  Hotel,  on  March  30, 
got  two  dozen  trout  on  Gallon.  On  April  1  the  same  gentle¬ 
man  killed  a  nice  clean  salmon,  weighing  141b.,  on  the 
river.  Mr.  Richards  lost  two  beautiful  spring  fish,  after  a 
long  fight  with  each  of  them  ;  one  fish  fouling  in  the  bottom 
being  hooked  on  the  dropper  fly,  the  other  almost  ready  for 
the  net,  being  lightly  hooked,  and  as  the  fish  lay  on  its 
brown  side  on  the  top  of  the  water,  the  line  flew  beautifully 
back  to  the  angler.  Hard  luck  !  Solicitor  General  Walker 
had  from  ten  to  twelve  trout  each  day,  with  a  salmon 
another  day.  All  the  trout  averaging  over  fib.— Frank 
Hearns.  _  . . 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  The  river 
both  here  and  at  Castleconnell  is  in  excellent  trim  now. 
The  high  water  is  bound  to  make  a  fresh  supply  of  salmon 
ascend  from  the  estuary,  so  I  expect  sport  will  improve 
shortly.  At  Castleconnell  several  splendid  fish  up  to  3olb. 
have  been  taken,  and  when  such  grand  specimens  of 
Shannon  salmon  run  up  there,  we  may  count  on  getting 
our  share  of  the  spoil  here.  W^eather  still  bright,  with 
beastly  north  winds.  Major  Traherne  has  had  one  salmon, 
181b.;  John  and  William  Barry,  one,  141b. ;  Frank  John¬ 
son,  on  free  water,  one,  221b.;  W.  Malone  and  John  John¬ 
son,  on  free  water,  one,  121b.  Some  fine  pike  have  been 
captured  in  the  lake  this  week.  I  know  that  pike  fishing 
in  April  is  not  quite  the  proper  thing,  but  in  Ireland  theie 
is  no  close  season  for  this  fish.  Mr.  E.  G.  Verschoyle, 
Grenadier  Guards,  has  arrived  here  for  the  salmon  fishing. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 


Irish  Reports. 


Ballinderry,  &o.  (East  Tyrone).— Heavy  floods  in  the 
early  part  of  last  week  had  greatly  swollen  the  Ballinderry, 
completely  putting  a  stop  to  sport  until  Saturday,  when 
the  water  fined  down  to  nice  ply  as  regards  quantity,  but 


Conn  Testimonial  Fund.— The  following  members 
were  present  at  the  last  committee  meeting :— Messrs.  J. 
Smith,  R.  Smith,  Tucker,  Lang,  Armstrong,  Patman,  H. 
Tyler,  Mitchell,  Clarke,  and  Wigley.  The  treasurer  gave 
the  full  list  of  money  received  by  him,  as  follows Ber¬ 
mondsey  Brothers,  £2  10s.;  Anchor  and  Hope,  £1  os.: 
Rodney,  £1 ;  Angler’s  Pride,  10s.  6d. ;  St.  Alban’s  and 
Excelsior,  10s.  6d. ;  Peckham  Brothers,  10s. ;  Second 
Surrey,  10s. ;  Battersea  Friendly,  10s. ;  Waggoners,  5s. ; 
Clapham  Junction,  5s. ;  Amicable  Excelsior,  4s. ;  North 
Lambeth,  10s.  6d. ;  St.  George's,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Hunt  (the 
Grange),  2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Deplidge  ( Sporting  Life),  2s.  6d. ;  Mr. 
Eldridge  (Rose  and  Crown),  3s.;  United  Brothers,  10s.; 
Blackfriars,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Field  (the  Grange),  4s.  The  last 
four  mentioned  have  not  yet  reached  the  treasurer ;  total, 
£10  13s.  Od.  It  was  decided  to  present  Mr.  Conn  with  a 
timepiece,  an  illuminated  address,  and  a  purse,  on  ^April  28, 
at  the  concert  which  will  be  held  at  the  Pitt  s  Head, 
Grange-road,  Bermondsey.  As  our  old  friend  is  always 
first  in  attending  other  societies,  I  hope  all  the  anglers  on 
the  South  London  side  will  show  up  and  bring  their  wives 
with  them.  Mr.  Field  has  promised  to  take  the  chair, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Clarke  in  the  vice.  The  next  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  when  I  hope  the  late  secretary 
of  this  fund  will  attend  at  the  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road,  to  enable  us  to  balance  accounts.  By  so 
doing  he  will  greatly  oblige,  E.  Pyne,  sec.  C.  1.  Fund. 

Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.— The  most  effectual  Cure 
for  Gout  ami  Rheumatism.  A  frequent  cause  of  these  complaints 
is  the  inflam n  atory  state  of  the  blood,  attended  wi.h  baddi- 
gestion,  lassitude,  and  great  debility,  showing  the  want  of  a  proper 
circulation  of  the  fluid,  and  liiat,  impurity  of  the  blood  greatly 
a^ravates  these  disorders.  Holloways  Pills  are  of  to  punfymg 
a°nature  that  a  few  doses  taken  in  time  are  an  effectual  preventive 
against  gout  and  rheumatism,  but  anyone  that  has  an  attack  of 
either  should  use  Holloway’s  Ointment  also,  the  power! ul  pro¬ 
perties  of  which,  combined  with  the  effects  ot  the  f  ills,  ensur  a 
certain  cure.  The  Ointment  should  be  thoroughly  rubbed  into 
the  parts  affected  at  least  twice  a  day,  after  they  have  been  suffi¬ 
ciently  fomented  with  warm  water  to  open  the  pores  to  facilitate 
the  introduction  of  the  Ointment  to  the  glands. 
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NEW  PATENTS. 

The  followin'?  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign 
Patents.  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks 

5,491.—  F.  Cook,  of  385,  Eglinton  -  street,  Glasgow,  for 
“Improvements  in  ‘gaffs’  for  landing  tish  ;  also  appli¬ 
cable  to  other  purposes.” 


Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vegetable  and  animal  life 
into  fish  ponds.  List  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
.supplied  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  means  a 
brood  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  con¬ 
tinually  increasing  supply.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
making  pink  fleshed  Trout).  — Write  to  J.  J.  Aunistead,  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  of  fish,  fry,  ova.  &c.  By  far 
the  oldest  established  concern  in  Britain.  Gold  and  Silver  and 
Bronze  Medals,  Diplomas,  &c. 


Otters  in  the  Annan.— While  two  anglers  were  fish¬ 
ing  in  the  middle  reaches  of  this  river  recently,  a  large  dog 
otter  glided  from  the  pool  with  a  21b.  trout  in  his  mouth,  j 
He  took  up  a  position  on  the  bank,  notwithstanding  that  he  j 
was  in  full  view  of  the  two  gentlemen,  and  quickly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  devour  his  repast.  After  finishing  his  meal  he 
slipped  into  the  pool  again,  and  was  lost  to  view  in  an  in-  j 
stant.  Both  gentlemen  were  within  30yds.  of  the  otter,  | 
and  were  angling  in  the  pool  in  which  the  otter  was  fish-  . 
ing.  Yet  they  had  both  good  sport,  notwithstanding  that 
the  otter  must  have  been  present  in  the  pool  all  the  time. 
It  has  often  been  said  that  an  otter  in  a  pool  will  prevent 
fish  taking.  Does  this  instance  bear  that  out?  Many 
years  ago  I  remember  angling  in  a  pool  where  an  otter 
was  present  all  the  time;  yet  I  have  seldom  had  better 
sport.  I  killed  over  201b.  of  herling  and  sea  trout  that 
night,  and  I  certainly  took  no  objection  to  the  presence  of 
my  friend  the  otter  until  he  wanted  to  have  too  close  an 
acquaintance  with  my  creel  of  herling,  which  I  had  placed 
on  the  shingle.  I  had  then  to  stone  him  off.— Heather- 
bell. 


ONE  PENNY,  SPECIMEN  Rd,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

ISeautifut  'WtouJerd 
Profitable  *Sarden6 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Succfsl— "  Being  a  constant,  reader.  I  must  say 
that  my  succ  ss  is  entirely  due  to  the  informat.on  you  give 
every  week  “ — W.  B. 

Coloured  Pia’e  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgale-street,  E.O. 


Geo  CORDING S 

Ventilated  Fishing"  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c 
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S.  fiLLCOCK  Sc  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  Internaticnal  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


ADVANTAGES. 

1.  — The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2.  — It  can  he  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sliDg,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3. — Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  ou. 

4.  — In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

,  5. — When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  p'ace,  at  the  hand  tnd. 

‘  R — The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 
mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 
Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you.  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  iustantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office :  60,  QXJEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Meda’s  and 

Diplomas  for  Fly  Bods  and  Flies. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies 

OF  FIRST  QUALITY  ON  LY. 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE  MEDAL 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN. 

ONE  GUINEA. 


ROBERT  STRONG, 

jtvrtcticitl  ^isrtjutg  tackle  akev> 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 

INVENTOR  &  MAKER  of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  FLY, 
THE  BULL  DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk, 
Liddle,  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
slit.  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forwarded 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 

at  very  reasonable  prices. 


SCOTCH  TWEEDS, 

ALE  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear;  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets,  &c. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE.  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

LANGHAHGn  MlLL,  GALASHIELS,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID. 


DEVERAUX  AND  BLUE  MAHOE 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

The  Lightest  and  Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced. 


IST.  H.  THOMAS 

PRACTICAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St.,  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  ?p  eial  airangexent  W.  H.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  a  id  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  Tweeds. 

Mr.  W.  H.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATUEDAY,  APRIL  11,  1891. 


THE  DECREASE  OF  SEVERN  SALMON. 

Official  Inquiries  at  Shrewsbury  and 
Welshpool. 

So  widespread  and  growing  has  been  the  dis¬ 
satisfaction  felt  of  late  years  among  the  salmon 
fishermen  of  the  Severn,  but  more  especially  those 
in  the  upper  districts,  in  regard  to  the  unceasing 
decrease  season  by  season  in  the  number  of  salmon 
in  the  river,  that  they  have,  as  our  readers  may  be 
aware,  at  length  by  their  united  action  induced 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  to  take  the 
matter  up  and  conduct  inquiries  iu  the  principal 
districts  concerned,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
the  cause  of  this  lamentable  state  of  things,  and  if 
possible  to  adopt  remedial  measures  by  which  the 
fish  may  have  a  more  uninterrupted  passage  to  the 
upper  districts,  aud  greater  facilities  given  them 
for  spawning  iu  the  more  favourable  beds  of  the 
river.  It  will  probably  be  remembered  that  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Severn  Conservators  in  Bir¬ 
mingham  a  proposal  was  made  to  extend  the 
annual  close  time  over  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  but  after  much  discussion  it  was 
decided  to  hold  meetings  iu  various  centres  on  the 
river,  in  order  that  the  executive  committee  of  the 
board  could  collect  information  to  lay  before  a 
general  meeting  before  any  measures  were 
adopted  to  remedy  the  grievances  complained  of  by 
those  interested  in  the  fishing  in  the  upper  waters. 

One  of  these  inquiries  was  conducted  at  the  Shire  Hall, 
Shrewsbury,  on  Saturday,  before  Mr.  W.  Willis  Bund,  the 
chairman  of  the  board.  There  were  also  present  Mr.  A. 
Mostyn  Owen,  Mr.  J.  Hawley  Edwards,  and  Mr.  J. 
Williams  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society),  members  of  the  board,  Mr.  T.  Williams,  Mr. 
Stallard,  clerk  to  the  Board,  &c.  The  attendance  was  not 
so  large  as  one  would  have  been  led  to  expect  considering 
the  importance  of  the  matter  in  hand,  but  this  was  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  the  early  hour  at  which  the  meeting  was 
held,  and  also  the  fact  that  no  public  notice  was  given  of 
the  same. 

Mr.  T.  Williams,  an  experienced  fisherman,  gave  evidence 
as  to  the  decrease  of  salmon  of  late  years,  and  replying  to 
questions  put  by  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  Mr.  J.  H.  Edwards, 
and  Mr.  Mostyn  Owen,  said  he  attributed  this  decrease  to 
the  unpassable  state  of  the  weirs.  He  had,  he  said,  seen 
shad  and  flounders  in  the  upper  districts  many  years  ago, 
but  there  were  none  now.  Pike  had  increased  in  size  and 
number  very  fast  since  netting  had  been  stopped  within 
the  limits  of  the  borough.  He  had  seen  chiefly  early  run 
fish  on  the  salmon  spawning  beds  in  the  borough,  and  had 
seen  them  in  January  when  the  water  was  low.  He  had 
noticed  spawning  beds  both  above  and  below  the  town, 
and  had  seen  fish  in  them  in  the  early  and  late  part  of  the 
season — depending  chiefly  on  the  state  of  the  water  ;  for 
he  believed  salmon  only  reached  this  district  at  flood 
times.  They  “ran”  rriore  in  spring,  but  the  larger  fish 
came  in  autumn.  No  netting  was  now  carried  on  in 
Shrewsbury  because  the  netters  could  take  no  fish,  and  it 
was  not  worth  their  while  to  take  out  a  license.  The 
last  year  he  took  out  a  license  he  only  caught  one  fish,  and 
the  year  before  he  did  not  take  even  one.  They  did  not 
get  any  quantity  of  fish  up  except  in  a  big  flood,  and  he 
believed  this  was  so  because  the  fish  could  only  pass  the 
weirs  at  such  times. 

Mr.  Mostyn  Owen  remarked  that  his  information  went 
to  show  that  Diglis  Weir  was  the  worst  one,  and  the 
gradient  was  so  steep  that  salmon  could  not  pass  it.  He 
quoted  a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  contention. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  gradient,  was  now  very  much 
less,  Diglis  Weir  having  undergone  much  alteration  of 
late  years. 

Mr.  Mostyn  Owen  said  that  he  had  seen  this  weir  some 
years  ago,  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  his  mind  to  expect 
salmon  to  pass  it  then. 

Continuing  his  evidence,  Mr.  Williams  said  he  had 
known  fish  to  travel  in  a  foot  rise  of  water,  but  probably 
these  Ash  had  been  in  the  river  in  the  locality  before  and  had 
commenced  to  travel  as  soon  as  the  rise  came.  He  did  not 
know  how  near  to  Diglis  Weir  fishing  was  carried  on.  He 
had  watched  forty  or  fifty  fish  at  a  time  about  twelve 
years  ago  attempting  to  get  over  this  weir.  The  witness 
then  gave  particulars  of  the  various  salmon  draughts 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  said  he  had  not  seen  salmon  in  the  beds  since  two 
years  ago.  He  considered  from  February  to  May  to  be  the 
best  fishing  time  in  this  locality.  In  July  at  one  time  they 
used  to  catch  a  lot  of  mort. 

Some  further  questions  having  been  put  to  the  witness 
by  Mr.  Mostyn  Owen  as  to  how  near  fishing  was  carried  on 
to  Diglis  Weir,  the  chairman  informed  the  meeting  that 
there  was  no  fishing  carried  on  within  100  yards  of  it  be¬ 
cause  of  the  obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  He 
thought  that  netting  should  be  stopped  within  a  further 
distance  than  that,  but  the  board  had  not  the  power  to 
do  this. 

Mr.  Mostyn  Owen,  having  quoted  the  opinion  of 
Colonel  Masefield,  a  gentleman  experienced  in  salmon 
fishing  matters,  that  it  was  to  the  bad  construction  of  the 
passes  to  which  the  executive  committee  should  turn  at¬ 
tention,  remarked  that  in  his  opinion  these  passes  should 
not  have  a  less  gradient  than  lin.  in  ten.  He  saw  it 
was  related  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis  that  on  one  occasion  a 
number  of  fish  passed  Diglis  weir,  and  it  was  afterwards 
found  that  all  the  female  fish  had  been  left  behind. 

Mr.  Willis  Bund  said  he  did  not  consider  that  the  fish 
were  detained  to  any  considerable  extent  by  the  weirs. 
They  were  a  drawback,  he  granted,  but  the  question  was, 
had  as  much  been  done  as  could  be  done  in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  T.  Williams  remarked  that  when  he  was  a  boy  they 
caught  hundreds  of  fish,  and  the  river  was  “  boiling  ”  with 
them.  The  apprentices’  indentures  used  to  provide  that 
they  should  not  have  salmon  more  than  two  or  three 
times  a  week. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  heard  that,  but  knew  of  no 
Authority  for  the  statement. 


Mr.  Williams  said  he  had  seen  one  of  these  indentures, 
and  the  Chairman  remarked  that  if  so  he  was  the  only 
man  he  had  met  who  had. 

Mr.  John  Hughes,  an  old  professional  fisherman,  stated 
that  according  to  his  experience  most  fish  ascended 
the  river  to  that  district  in  February,  and  very  few  fish 
were  caught  after  May.  They  never  went  out  fishing  until 
there  was  3ft.  of  fresh  water  in  the  river.  He  ceased  to 
take  out  a  salmon  license  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  had 
not  taken  out  one  since  because  it  did  not  pay  to  do  so.  He 
only  caught  three  fish  the  last  year  he  held  a  license.  There 
were  more  spawning  fish  in  the  river  at  spring  than  any 
other  time,  and  these  were  fresh-run  fish.  If  the  salmon 
fry  were  not  taken,  in  his  opinion  there  would  bo  more 
salmon  in  the  river,  and  a  good  many  too.  He  knew  that 
gentlemen  went  out  in  boats,  and  took  them  continually, 
and  nothing  was  said  to  them.  He  considered  that  to  this 
fact  was  owing  “  the  ruin  of  the  river.”  The  young  trout 
were  caught  before  they  had  a  chance  to  grow. 


A  similar  inquiry  was  conducted  on  the  previous  day  at 
Welshpool  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  Mr.  N.  W. 
Colchester  Wemyss  (vice-chairman),  Capt.  Mytton,  Capt. 
Johnes,  Mr.  T.  Southall,  Mr.  E.  Elwyn,  Mr.  George 
Kempster,  Mr.  R.  Marston,  and  Mr.  E.  Pryce. 

The  Chairman  having  explained  the  object  of  the  inquiry, 
Mr.  Kempster  rose  to  express  regret  that  the  meeting  had 
been  called  at  such  short  notice,  remarking  that  many  of 
the  proprietors  on  the  upper  waters  would  have  been  pre¬ 
sent  if  longer  notice  had  been  given  them.  The  chairman 
said  that  seven  days’  notice  had  been  given. 

Capt.  Mytton  expressed  regret  that  the  resolution  passed 
at  Shrewsbury  was  not  confirmed  at  Birmingham,  believ¬ 
ing  the  arguments  used  on  both  occasions  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  upper  proprietors  caught  very  few  salmon, 
and  therefore  that  the  annual  close-time  should  be  extended 
— to  the  1st  of  April  he  considered— and  the  weekly  close¬ 
time  increased  in  the  lower  waters.  He  saw  no  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  having  close-time  for  the  Saturday  in  the 
upper  waters. 

A  person  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  on  the  Friday 
would  probably  like  to  continue  fishing  on  the  Saturday. 
He  could  not  see  that  it  would  make  the  slightest  difference 
if  they  were  allowed  to  net  the  whole  of  Saturday  in  the 
upper  waters.  A  good  deal  of  feeling  was  expressed  that 
if  the  close  time  was  extended  the  upper  proprietors  ex¬ 
pected  to  net  a  very  great  quantity  of  fish.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  proprietors  in  the  upper  waters  had  any 
particular  wish  for  netting.  So  far  as  he  was  personally 
concerned,  if  the  Verniew  were  made  a  good  salmon  river, 
and  there  were  plenty  of  opportunities  for  sport,  he  should 
not  have  the  slightest  wish  to  net,  but  he  thought  they 
were  perfectly  entitled  to  net  if  they  liked.  He  did  not 
think  they  should  bo  prohibited  from  doing  so.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  board  for  a  long  time,  he  should  pre¬ 
fer  hearing  what  the  opinion  was  of  those  who  found  fault 
with  the  working  of  the  board.  He  was  quite  aware  that 
the  chairman  and  others  had  done  their  best  to  increase 
the  quantity  of  fish ;  but  still,  as  an  upper  proprietor,  he 
felt  that  they  at  all  events  had  not  benefitted  in  any  way. 
Both  salmon  and  trout,  as  well  as  perch  and  other  fish  with 
which  the  Verniew  used  to  swarm  at  one  time,  had 
decreased  something  marvellously.  What  the  cause  was 
he  could  not  say.  With  regard  to  protecting  the  river,  he 
did  not  see,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  went,  that  the  V erniew 
had  been  protected  in  the  least  by  any  water  bailiff  or  any¬ 
body  else.  He  had  been  told  that  fish  out  of  season  had 
been  offered  for  sale.  He  had  had  no  distinct  evidence 
that  he  could  prosecute  upon,  but  he  believed  what  he  had 
stated  was  a  fact.  If  there  were  water  bailiffs  he  thought 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  brought  the  matter  forward. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  was  quite  in  favour  of  making  a  bye-law 
in  accordance  with  the  resolution  he  proposed  at  Shrews¬ 
bury,  and  which  was  carried  there. 

Captain  Johnes  volunteered  to  give  evidence.  He  said 
that  he  had  fished  the  Severn  for  fifty  years.  He  began 
when  he  was  four  years  old  to  fish  the  upper  Severn.  It 
used  to  be  full  of  trout,  now  there  was  not  one  for  miles. 
The  stone  loach  and  all  the  ground  feeders  were  first  killed 
off.  The  other  day,  by  permission  of  the  board,  the  river 
was  netted  for  coarse  fish,  and  he  believed  the  result  was 
about  one  trout  per  mile. 

The  Chairman :  When  did  you  first  notice  the  fish  going 


off? 

Captain  Johnes:  About  forty  years  ago;  but  they 
decreased  rapidly  after  the  Salmon  Acts,  and  they  are  on 
the  decrease  now.  I  have  seen  the  trout  on  Major  Corbett’s 
property,  where  the  Camlet  and  the  lthiew  join,  being 
poisoned  in  great  numbers.  These  tributaries  are  full  of 
all  sorts  of  ground  feeders  and  plenty  of  small  fish,  but 
when  the  trout  get  washed  down  into  the  Severn  they  die. 
They  are  lead  poisoned,  because  I  can  tell  by  looking  at  the 
inside  of  their  mouths,  and  the  place  I  refer  to  is  just  where 
the  Van  water  would  begin  to  sink.  With  respect  to  the 
Verniew,  he  (the  speaker)  said  that  the  fish  had  decreased 
there  very  much.  He  attributed  this  largely  to  the  fact  of 
the  kelts  being  allowed  to  remain  after  the  spring  floods  in 
the  river  to  destroy  the  young  salmon  fry  and  little  trout. 
That  was  a  defect ‘in  the  Act,  about  which  he  had  written 
to  the  Field,  and  had  been  supported  by  a  great  number  of 
Scotch  fishers. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  the  kelts  do  more  damage  than  they 
used  to  ? 

Captain  Johnes  :  I  think  so;  perhaps  there  arc  less  fish  to 
feed  on  and  they  now  hunt  more  about.  Previous  to  the 
Salmon  Acts  people  destroyed  kelts  all  the  year  round.  It 
was  a  shameful  thing  to  do  in  the  winter,  but  a  salmon 
kelt  is  worse  than  any  pike,  and  after  the  1st  of  May  any 
that  are  caught  should  be  killed,  because  it  would  do  six 
months’  mischief  by  eating  the  samlets  much  more  harm 
than  it  was  worth  if  it  wentdown  and  came  up  again  a  big 
fish. 

The  Chairman  :  Have  the  perch  diminished  ? 

Capt.  Johnes  :  I  have  not  caught  a  single  perch  for  many 
years.  There  used  to  be  an  enormous  quantity. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  a  curious  thing  that  perch  had 
diminished  everywhere. 

Capt.  Mytton  said  that  he  fancied  perch  were  killed  very 
much  by  sewerage.  1  lo  had  come  to  that  conclusion  from 
noticing  a  pool  in  which  the  sewerage  of  his  house  went, 
in  whicn  formerly  perch  were  in  great  numbers.  Since  his 
house  was  made  larger  and  a  greater  quantity  of  sewerage 
found  its  way  into  the  pool,  the  perch  had  diminished  con¬ 
siderably. 

Capt.  Johnes  :  It  may  be  taken  that  they  belong  tq  a  very 
ancient  race  of  fishes,  and  perhaps  it  is  time  they  died  out. 
(Laughter.)  The  stock  of  migratory  salmon  icin’  had  fallen 
off  tremendously  in  the  Severn.  He  attributed  this  to  the 
mine  water,  over-netting  in  the  lower  waters,  and  also  to 


the  weirs.  Many  people  remembered  chad  in  the  river,  but 
one  was  never  heard  of  now.  By  an  increased  close-time, 
shutting  out  mine  water,  and  compelling  mining  pro¬ 
prietors  to  have  proper  filtering  pits,  he  thought  the  stock 
of  migratory  salmon  idea  could  be  increased.  Up  to  the  1st 
of  April  he  would  not  allow  any  nets  to  be  used,  and  no 
rod  and  line  fishing  after  October.  The  beginning  of  the 
season  he  considered  the  best  time  for  the  close-time.  The 
floods  came  on  about  June,  and  there  was  a  chance  of 
getting  the  fish  all  over  the  river,  and  at  the  next  season 
there  would  be  breeders  up  all  the  small  brooks,  and  spread 
well  over  the  Severn.  The  close-time  should  apply  to  all 
parts.  It  would  be  better  to  vary  the  weekly  close-time  for 
different  parts  of  the  river  if  it  could  be  so  arranged. 

Mr.  Kempster:  Do  you  think  the  weekly  close-time 
should  be  increased,  or  is  it  satisfactory  as  it  is  ? 

Capt.  Johnes  :  I  think  it  is  satisfactory  now,  provided  we 
had  an  increase  in  the  annual  close-time. 

Mr.  Kempster  said  he  was  in  favour  of  a  sliding  and  in¬ 
creased  weekly  close-time,  varying  in  different  parts  of  the 
river.  His  principal  reason  for  that  was  not  to  catch  all 
the  fish,  but  that  they  should  be  in  the  river,  which  would 
do  good  to  all.  The  nets  might  have  some,  but  not  one  out 
of  three.  They  should  bear  in  mind  that  numbers  of  men 
had  been  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  nets  and  boats 
were  thrown  away  in  Montgomeryshire  and  Shropshire. 
Their  living  had  been  taken  out  of  their  hands,  but  it  was 
not  so  at  the  estuary  of  the  river. 

The  Vice-Chairman :  It  would  bo  if  you  took  off  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  March. 

Mr.  Kempster :  The  numbers  you  take  then  are  so  few 
that  you  could  easily  spare  those  two  months. 

The  Vice-Chairman  said  that  what  they  really  found 
fault  with  was  that  they  did  not  distinguish  between  the 
estuary  proper,  which  was  really  affected  by  the  tide,  and 
the  waters  above.  If  they  carried  that  resolution  they 
would  have  more  fish,  but  it  was  because  they  would  not 
pass  upwards  from  Gloucester.  The  estuary  people  would 
suffer,  and  suffer  unnecessarily  in  his  opinion. 

Mr.  Kempster  considered  it  very  annoying  to  the  people 
of  Montgomeryshire  and  Shropshire,  that  they  should 
have  such  splendid  streams  running  through  their  lands, 
which  were  practically  worthless.  If  they  wanted  a  fish 
they  had  to  send  to  Birmingham. 

Captain  Mytton :  Not  a  single  salmon  has  been  pre¬ 
served  for  the  upper  waters. 

Mr.  Kempster  thought  the  close-time  should  apply  to  all 
parts  of  the  river,  and  to  all  modes  of  fishing  except  rod 
and  line.  This  season  a  large  quantity  of  kelts  had  been 
caught  and  thrown  back.  Only  two  clean  fish  had  been 
cau  ght. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  keeper  to  Mr.  Henry  Leslie,  of 
Glantanat,  said  that  he  knew  the  river  Verniew  from  the 
mouth  up  to  Llanyblodwel.  For  one  salmon  now  he  re¬ 
membered  twenty  spawning  there  at  one  time.  Trout  had 
also  fallen  off.  There  were  too  many  chub  and  coarse  fish, 
which  ought  to  be  netted  out,  because  they  spoilt  the 
trout  fishing.  He  had  not  seen  many  kelts.  Had  noticed 
a  few  dead  ones.  The  fish  did  get  over  Abertanat  weir. 
There  was  no  netting  for  salmon  in  the  Tanat.  They 
seemed  to  be  gradually  getting  less  every  year.  No  clean 
fish  bad  been  caught  near  Meifod  for  seven  years.  He  had 
fished  in  the  Verniew  for  about  twenty  years.  On  one 
occasion  he  remembered  catching  in  one  day  a  cwt.  of 
salmon,  one  fish  weighing  371b.  Last  season  they  caught 
two  fish.  There  were  no  pollutions  in  the  Tanat.  The  chub 
had  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  the  spawn  and  small  trout. 
He  remembered  fishermen  being  allowed  to  kill  the  young 
samlets.  There  were  a  good  deal  more  salmon  then  than 
now. 

Captain  Mytton  said  he  wished  to  impress  upon  them 
the  fact  that  the  prohibition  of  killing  samlets  had  not  in¬ 
creased  the  number  of  salmon  in  this  district. 

Mr.  Thomas  Moxon  said  that  he  had  lived  in  Welshpool 
since  1852,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  fishing  in  the 
Severn.  There  was  not  a  single  trout  or  perch  in  the  river 
now.  He  had  been  down  to  Pool  Quay,  and  in  a  few  hours 
had  taken  as  many  as  twenty  perch  ;  now  there  were  none 
to  be  seen.  He  attributed  the  trout  falling  off  to  the  rough 
fish,  pike  and  eels.  He  considered  eels  a  most  destructive 
fish  for  small  trout,  and  yet  they  were  not  allowed  to  catch 
them.  He  had  seen  Lord  Powis’s  men,  in  1853,  bring  up 
three  salmon  which  they  had  caught,  but  now  there  were 
neither  salmon  nor  trout  in  the  river.  There  was  a  great 
dissatisfaction  among  the  tradespeople  because  they  could 
not  get  Severn  eels.  If  people  were  allowed  to  catch  as 
many  pike,  rough  fish  and  eels  as  they  could,  it  would  im¬ 
prove  the  trout  fishing.  He  could  not  say  how  there  were 
no  perch,  but  he  was  certain  that  there  were  none. 

Mr.  Pryce,  Trederwyn,  considered  that  extra  close  time 
was  imperative.  February  and  March  should  at  least  be 
tried  for  say  three,  five,  or  seven  years,  and  then  they 
would  have  something  upon  which  to  base  their  calcula¬ 
tions.  He  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  kill  the 
kelts  that  were  being  caught  now  instead  of  putting  them 
back.  Coarse  fish  were  decidedly  falling  off.  It  was  also 
distressing  to  see  the  few  trout  there  were  in  the  Verniew. 
During  the  works  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  the  water 
was  polluted,  and  all  animal  life,  or  a  great  portion  of  it,  in 
the  river  was  destroyed.  Before  those  works  there  were 
plenty  of  fish  about  his  house,  both  rough  fish  and  trout, 
but  they  were  very  scarce  now. 

Mr.  Kempster  said  that  nothing  but  cement  was  used. 

Capt.  Mytton  :  That  will  kill  all  fish. 

Capt.  Johnes  said  that  he  should  like  to  add  to  his  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  whole  of  the  minnows  which  used  to 
swarm  between  Newtown  and  Welshpool  had  every  one 
been  destroyed. 

Mr.  Richard  Williams,  keeper  to  Mr.  Naylor,  of  Leighton 
Hall,  said  he  had  known  the  river  for  fifty  years.  There 
were  less  fish  than  there  used  to  be  of  every  sort  excepting 
pike  and  rough  fish.  He  had  only  caught  two  salmon  in 
thirty  years,  although  they  had  rights  of  fishing  over  four 
miles  of  water.  The  washing  down  of  Pool  Quay  had  made 
no  difference  to  them  in  that  part.  The  last  time  he  netted 
they  caxight  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  fish,  sixteen  of 
them  being  pike,  and  the  remainder  coarse  fish.  Twenty 
or  thirty  years  ago  there  was  any  amount  of  trout,  but  the 
pike,  eels  and  coarse  fish  had  taken  them  all  away.  There 
was  not  a  quarter  of  the  samlets  on  the  fords  now  that  used 
to  be. 

Mr.  George,  superintendent  water  bailiff,  said  he  had 
been  on  the  river  since  the  board  was  formed  twenty-five 
years  ago.  He  remembered  over  one  hundred  and  thirty 
salmon  caught  in  one  year  from  about  Sladcn  up  to  New¬ 
town.  But  they  had  greatly  fallen  off.  Thfcre  was  a  fair 
stock  of  trout  in  the  Verniew  and  Tanat.  In  one  day  he 
himself  had  caught  fifteen  trout  in  the  Banw.  A  few  big 
trout  were  caught  in  the  Verniew  every  year. 


236 


[April  11,  1891 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


■  -  1  - 

Two  had  been  caught  this  year.  There  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  any  difference  in  the  number  of  coarse 
fish.  Some  said  there  were  more  pike  because  fewer 
angled  for  them.  There  were  more  salmon  in  the 
Tanat  than  now.  The  quantity  depended  on  the 
amount  of  water  at  the  junction  whether  they  ascended 
there  or  went  on.  There  were  less  kelts  and  samlets  than 
previously.  There  were  fewer  fish  bred,  and  so  there  were 
fewer  to  come  up.  At  Llangedwyn  weir  forty-five  were 
lately  counted  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  He  had  him¬ 
self  seen  more  than  a  thousand  leap  the  weir  in  an  hour. 
Some  fish  would  of  cou:se  jump  several  times.  At  Porth- 
cawl  weir  he  had  seen  them  leap  so  fast  that  he  was  unable 
to  count  them.  He  had  counted  three  hundred  jump  in 
thirty  minutes.  Last  time  he  counted,  forty-five  jumped 
in  that  time.  Several  weirs  in  the  district  wanted  passes. 
Perch  had  decreased  for  no  reason  which  he  could  account 
for.  The  only  pollution  of  the  V yrniew  was  caused  by  the 
grinding  of  stone,  which  was  stopped  on  complaint  being 
made  that  it  affected  the  salmon  and  made  them  ill.  He 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  pass  at 
Llangedwyn  weir. 

Mr.  Southall  said  he  wished  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
the  Montgomeryshire  people  not  only  to  study  what  they 
thought  would  promote  their  interests,  but  the  interests  of 
the  whole  of  the  district.  The  best  way  of  improving 
matters  was  by  increasing  the  supply  of  fish  in  the  river 
generally.  In  their  best  season  he  understood  only  130  or 
110  fish  were  taken,  and  for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  this 
number  they  asked  that  the  people  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
district  should  be  prevented  from  catching  thousands  of 
fish  in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  which  re¬ 
presented  a  very  considerable  pecuniary  value.  He  wanted 
them  to  consider  what  was  a  fair  compromise  of  the 
matter,  and  which  could  be  agreed  to  without  doing  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  both  parties. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  information  he  had  gathered 
would  be  made  into  the  shape  of  a  report  and  presented  to 
a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  to  be  held  for  considering 
the  matter.  He  regretted  if  the  notice  of  that  meeting  was 
too  short,  but  it  was  impossible  to  give  longer.  He  hoped 
towards  the  end  of  May  or  June  to  have  a  special  meeting 
of  the  board. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman. 


sports  from  Chtiis 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  ~*or  special  meetings. 


r  Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next  at  8.30. 

To  Secretaries  oe  Societies.— Notice  of  removal— In 
future  all  letters  to  be  sent  to  R.  Ghurney,  116,  Murray  - 
street,  New  North-road,  Hoxton,  N. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  General  Committee  met  on 
Monday  last,  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  R.  Murphy  occupied  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last  general  committee  meeting 
having  been  read  and  confirmed,  finance  was  dealt  with 
and  the  secretary’s  salary  for  the  past  quarter  was  ordered 
to  be  paid  him.  Members  will  please  take  notice  that  the 
secretary’s  address  is  now  No.  116,  Murray-street,  New 
North-road,  Hoxton,  N. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— I  should 
have  mentioned  in  my  last  report  I  opened  the  A.B.  box  of 
the  Cobden  Angling  Society  on  the  20th,  and  found  it  con¬ 
tained  thirty-one  shillings.  The  visit  to  the  Camden  on 
the  6th  was  a  success,  fourteen  clubs  being  represented.  I 
opened  the  A.B.  box,  and  found  the  grand  sum  of  £2 11s.  6d. 
The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Golden  Barbel,  at  the 
York  Minster,  Foley-street,  Portland-road,  on  Tuesday 
week,  April  21.— J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  five 
shillings  donation,  from  G.  Read,  fishing  tackle  dealer, 
Goldsmith’s-row,  Hackney -road.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  mem¬ 
bers  met  on  the  6th  ult.,  and  the  minutes  of  our  last  meet¬ 
ing  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  the  next  business  which 
was  transacted  was  our  rules.  A  copy  of  the  same  was 
ead,  and  found  satisfactory  by  the  members  present. 
After  our  committee  going  minutely  over  them,  it  was 
agreed  that  they  should  be  printed.  Our  standard  of  fish 
which  will  be  weighable  in  our  club  is— jack,  I8in. ;  perch, 
Sin. ;  chub,  carp,  and  bream,  lOin. ;  rudd  and  dace,  ;6in. ; 
tench  and  grayling,  8in. ;  roach,  Tin. ;  barbel,  13in. ;  trout, 
16in.  The  above  rules  were  approved  and  signed  by  the 
committee.  Any  gentleman  can  join  every  Monday  even¬ 
ing  ;  entrance  fee,  Is.  2id.  ocr  week.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  [next  Wednes¬ 
day,  supper  on  table  at  8.30  sharp.  We  proposed  two  new 
members  and  still  have  a  few  vacancies  for  some  more.— 
W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  when  the  balance-sheet  for  the  half  year  was 
passed  by  the  members  present.  I  would  thank  the 
members  to  let  me  know  as  early  as  possible  about  the 
dinner,  so  that  the  arrangements  may  be  made  early.  We 
propose  to  open  the  club  early  next  week,  so  that  we  can 
leave  early  to  support  the  new  Cliftonville  Angling 
Society  in  their  smoking  concert  next  Wednesday.  A.  G. 
Smith. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  28, 
Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  in  the  chair;  J.  W.  Hopkins,  vice. 
Tickets  2s.  6d.  Gentlemen  who  have  oromised  prizes  are 
requested  to  forward  them  as  early  as  possible.— George 
Mumford,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark- street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— On  the  8th  inst.  there 
was  a  full  meeting,  when  the  work  of  revising  the  rules 
went  on  apace.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  and  mem* 


bers  are  requested  to  attend  at  nine  o’clock  sharp  on  the 
15th  in  order  that  the  new  rules  may  be  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion.  This  beingalso  the  last  meeting  night  in  our  financial 
year,  members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books.— G.  H. 
Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — Wednesday  last,  April 
8,  being  quarterly  night,  those  members  who  have  not 
showed  up  must  not  forget  that  April  15  is  the  limit  night. 
On  the  8th  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Davis  was  elected  a  working  mem¬ 
ber.  I  wish  to  inform  members  that  I  am  about  to  resign 
the  secretaryship  on  the  audit  night,  so  that  the  members 
will  all  attend  on  that  night  to  elect  a  new  secretary.— D. 
Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Special  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  April  15,  to  decide  date  for  annual 
dinner  and  members  to  arrange  prizes.  It  is  important 
that  all  should  attend  that  possibly  can.— J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-placc,  S.W.— I  beg  to  give  notice  that  the  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the  match 
that  was  fished  on  the  8th  of  March  will  take  place  at  the 
club  room  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  inst.,  at  eight  o’clock  ; 
tickets  one  shilling  and  ninepence  each.  Any  friends  who 
would  care  to  join  us  will  please  let  me  know  by  the  12th 
inst.— H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.— Will  our  members  kindly 
attend  next  Tuesday  for  special  business  and  the  auditors’ 
report  ?  There  will  be  business  of  very  great  importance 
brought  before  those  present.— T.  Hawnes,  secretary. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— Members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  a  special  meeting  on  the 
15th  inst.  The  annual  dinner  has  been  fixed  to  take  place 
on  the  29th.— W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Monday  last  we  had  our  visit  Ton 
the  Anglers’  Association,  Western  District,  when  the 
following  fourteen  clubs  were  well  represented  ; — Boston¬ 
ians,  Cobden,  Campden,  Golden  Barbel,  Jubilee,  Royal 
George,  Cambell  United,  Lincoln,  Seymour,  Islington  Bros. 
Great  Eastern.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the 
Golden  Barbel. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— On  April  2,  after  the 
formal  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  meeting  was 
resolved  into  a  special  general  meeting  for  the  alteration 
of  rule  2,  so  as  to  permit  of  more  than  one  president  and 
one  vice-president  being  elected  ;  and  on  the  amendment 
being  carried,  C.  T.  Vachell,  Esq.,  M.D.,  and  Wm.  Taylor, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  were  elected  vice-presidents  of  the  society, 
with  acclamation,  both  being  gentlemen  of  position  and 
also  qualified  as  anglers.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held 
on  April  16,  and  anglers  visiting  Cardiff  are  invited  to 
attend.— W.  F.  Harris,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on  this 
list  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.,  held  at  the  Metropolitan, 
Winchester-street,  Pentonville-road,  on  Monday,  April  13. 
Anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  welcomed.  Evening 
dress  optional. 

Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit 
of  the  above  will  be  to  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  held 
at  the  Skinners  Arms,  Coburg-street,  Clei'kenwell,  on 
Tuesday  next,  April  14. — J.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society.— The  weekly  meeting 
was  held  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Gardner  in  the  chair. 
After  the  routine  business,  it  transpired  that  twenty-five 
anglers  had  alreadyjoined  this  young butpromisingsociety. 
The  rules  were  carefully  gone  through  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  It  had  been  already  decided  to  enrol  with  the 
Central  Association.  The  delegates  handed  in  their  report 
stating  the  society  had  been  duly  enrolled,  that  they  had 
been  well  received,  and  were  pleased  with  the  style  the 
business  was  conducted,  also  reporting  several  other  minor 
matters.  It  was  also  decided  to  be  affiliated  to  the  South 
London  United  List,  and  all  clubs  are  requested  to  add  our 
address  to  the  printed  list.  We  intend  to  adopt  a  fair 
standard  for  sizes  of  fish,  and  to  do  our  utmost  to  assist 
in  river  preservation.  We  have  much  pleasure  in  an¬ 
nouncing  that  our  inaugural  smoking  concert  will  take 
place  at  our  headquarters,  the  Cliftonville  Tavern,  Ilder- 
ton-road,  South  Bermondsey,  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  inst., 
when  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  has  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the 
chair.  A  capital  programme  has  been  arranged,  and  we 
hope  to  be  favoured  with  the  company  of  many  members 
of  the  neighbouring  clubs,  in  fact  we  offer  a  cordial  invi¬ 
tation  to  anglers  and  friends  without  distinction.  Gentle¬ 
men  residing  in  the  district,  and  desirous  of  joining  an 
angling  club,  are  requested  to  favour  us  with  a  call  and 
inspect  the  facilities  we  offer.  Every  information  will  be 
given  by  our  worthy  host.— W.  W.  A. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— Our  quarterly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday,  the 
7th  inst.,  when  the  officers  were  re-elected.  I  beg  hereby 
to  summon  members  to  a  special  general  meeting  on  Tues¬ 
day,  April  21,  re  alteration  of  rules.  Dinner  is  arranged 
to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  13,  1891.  Please  pay  up 
arrears.— J.  T.  Camm,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— At  the  annual  general  meeting  a 
good  number  of  members  turned  up,  several  propositions 
being  brought  before  the  members.  Messrs.  T.  Stallibrass 
and  E.  Day,  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  club.  The 
balance  sheet  for  the  past  year  was  put  before  the  mem¬ 
bers,  and  accepted  unanimously.  The  annual  dinner  and 
presentation  of  prizes  takes  place  at  the  above  address  on 
Wednesday,  April  15th,  at  eight  p.m.,  when  we  hope  to 
have  a  good  company.  A  special  general  meeting  is  called 
for  Wednesday,  April  22.  Mr.  Morgan’s  motion,  of  which 
due  notice  will  be  given  to  the  members.  The  meeting 
closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  auditors  and  officers  for 
the  past  year.— Ale.  G.  Evans,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Daiston.— On  Tuesday,  the  7th,  our  annual 
general  meeting  was  held.  The  secretary  presented  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  past  quarter  and  end  of  financial 
year,  which  was  accepted  and  passed.  The  secretary  con¬ 
gratulated  the  members  on  the  prosperous  state  of  the 
society.  The  usual  election  of  officers  then  took  place, 
Mr.  Malby  re-elected  as  secretary  and  delegate ;  Mr.  W. 
Midson,  chairman ;  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  treasurer  and  dele¬ 
gate;  Messrs.  Pearson  and  T.  Midson,  trustees;  Messrs. 
Flowers,  Pocock,  Cannell,  Towdrow,  and  Cogswell,  com¬ 
mitteemen.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  till  Tuesday,  the 
14th.  On  Wednesday,  the  8th,  our  return  visit  took  place  ; 
fourteen  clubs  were  represented.  Gentlemen  who  favoured 
me  with  their  support  please  accept  my  best  thanks.  Mr. 
Jordan  most  ably  presided  at  the  piano.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  40,  Ledbury  - 


road,  Bayswater.— Members  are  reminded  that  our  annual 
dinner  takes  place  Wednesday,  April  15.  All  must  be  clear 
on  the  books  by  this  time.  Members  of  other  clubs  and 
their  friends  are  cordially  invited. — F.  W.  Tiller,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
N.—  I  beg  to  inform  members  that  a  special  meeting  is 
called  for  Monday  week,  April  20,  to  arrange  dates  of 
supper,  distribution  of  prizes,  auditing  accounts,  and 
other  important  business,  when  all  members  should  at¬ 
tend.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster,  Foley- 
street,  Portland-road.  —  The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Western  District  will  be  to  the  above  society  on  Tuesday, 
the  21st  inst.— T.  Roach. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E. — The  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  South  London 
Visiting  List  to  the  above  society  took  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  the  1st  inst.  There  was  a  very  good 
attendance.  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  occupied  the  chair  until  ten 
o’clock,  when  being  compelled  to  leave  to  attend  another 
meeting,  his  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wm.  Rich.  At  the 
chairman’s  end  of  the  room  was  a  banner  bearing  the 
words  “  Welcome,  Brother  Anglers,”  and  was  suspended 
on  a  roach  rod  and  two  landing  nets.  The  idea  originated 
from  Mr.  George  Gibbons,  who  also  was  kind  enough  to 
make  the  banner.  Mr.  G.  Jenkins,  the  well-known  harpist, 
was  in  attendance,  and  played  some  very  fine  pieces. 
The  meeting  terminated  at  11.30,  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
having  been  spent.  Members  are  particularly  requested 
by  the  secretary  to  attend  on  Thursday,  the  16th  inst,  as 
there  is  some  important  business  to  transact,  prizes  for  last 
season  to  be  awarded,  &c.— W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  weekly  meeting, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  the  most  important  business  was  a 
paper  by  Dr.  Brunton,  on  “  What  is  a  Salmon  Fly,  and 
what  is  it  intended  to  represent  ?  ”  and  “  Do  Salmon  feed  in 
fresh  water?”  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Thomas. 
The  members  and  friends,  knowing  the  worthy  doctor’s 
scientific  attainments  and  his  great  skill  as  an  angler, 
expected  a  great  treat,  and  they  were  not  disappointed. 
The  opinions  expressed  in  the  paper  were  that  salmon  flies 
are  taken  for  small  fish,  and  that  it  is  advisable  to  impart 
a  similar  notion  to  them  to  assist  the  deception  :also  that  it 
is  quite  impossible  physically  and  physiologically  for 
salmon  to  exist  for  weeks  or  months  without  any  food ; 
and  that  the  empty  state  of  its  stomach  may  be  accounted 
for  by  its  taking  its  food  in  very  small  quantities,  and 
digesting  it  rapidly.  An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in 
which  Messrs.  T.  R.  Sachs,  A.  Jardine,  Fletcher,  Young, 
and  Bentley  took  part,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Tayler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Parker,  was 
accorded  to  the  lecturer.  A  new  member  was  proposed. 
Next  Tuesday,  the  14th  inst.,  there  will  be  an  exhibition 
of  fishing  tackle  by  members  and  friends. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  12,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Tuesday 
last  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Alec  Pain  were  re-elected  chair¬ 
man  and  vice  respectively ;  Messrs.  Pope  and  Saunders, 
auditors  for  last  quarter ;  also  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
prizes  from  donors  now  as  soon  as  possible,  as  our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  takes  place  on  May  12.— Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road.— At  the  meeting  on  Thursday  last  very  little 
business  was  done,  owing  to  so  few  members  present.  A 
few  notices  were  read  (Mr.  Black  in  the  chair),  when  it 
was  arranged  for  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday  next, 
16th  inst.,  for  the  audit,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
club  supper ;  so  all  members  must  try  and  turn  up  on  that 
night.— J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Jolly  Anglers,  Cambridge.— The  annual  meeting  of 
the  above  club  was  held  on  the  6th  inst.,  members  present, 
forty.  F.  R.  Hall,  Esq.,  the  popular  president,  was  unani¬ 
mously  re-elected  for  the  coming  year.  Also  Mr.  Smith, 
vice-president ;  W.  Cornwell,  secretary ;  Mr.  Parnell,  trea¬ 
surer  ;  and  Mr.  J.  O.  George,  auditor.  The  committee 
were  iballotted  for,  and  Mr.  D.  Cowell  with  Mr.  Roberts, 
headed  the  poll,  as  in  years  past.  The  president  spoke 
very  feelingly  upon  the  assistance  of  the  committees  in 
years  past  which  had  been  given  to  the  interest  of  the 
club.  Hence  the  splendid  balance  of  £35  0s.  6d.  Several 
important  subjects  were  discussed,  which  the  committee 
will  take  up  at  their  first  meeting.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  the  G.  E.  R.  Com¬ 
pany,  the  club  would  not  have  been  in  the  position  it  is 
now.  The  club  has  the  privilege  of  nineteen  stations  all 
the  year  round,  and  eighteen  stations  (except  from- 
March  15  to  June  15),  double  journey  at  single  fares.  We 
all  hope  for  a  good  fishing  season  as  to  the  weather.  Num¬ 
ber  of  members,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three,  limited  in 
the  past  to  two  hundred.  Match  days  will  be  arranged  by 
the  committee,  not  to  begin  until  middle  of  July,  when  we 
hope  to  have  a  good  special  opening  day.— John  O. 
George. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen’s- 

square,  Liverpool.  Our  quarterly  meeting  last  week  was 
fairly  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the  last  quarterly 
and  weekly  meetings  were  duly  confirmed.  One  new  mem¬ 
ber  was  elected  and  one  nominated.  The  treasurer’s- 
quarterly  account  of  income  and  expenditure,  showing 
balance  to  account  in  bank  £22  2s.  7d.,  was  read  as 
audited  and  unanimously  passed  and  adopted.  The  pro¬ 
posal  to  levy  a  small  sum  per  member  per  annum  to  form 
a  general  prize  fund  was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  chairman.  Resolved  that  there  be  an  outing  to  the 
river  Vyrnwy  at  Llanymynech  on  Thursday,  April  23, 
details  of  which  to  be  settled  at  the  next  meeting,  April  9. 
Members  will  of  course  have  the  usual  cards.  Several 
accounts  were  ordered  for  payment,  and  the  meeting, 
which  had  been  a  purely  business  one  throughout,  was 
closed  at  10.45.— R.  Wooleall. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.  —  On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members,  when  Mr.  F.  Murray  and 
A.  Manton  were  unanimously  elected  working  members. 

I  hope  members  will  not  forget  next  Wednesday  night 
special  meeting.  Important  business.  I  trust  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  friends  on  Monday  next,  April  13,  at  our  Central 
visit.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N.— 1 Tuesday  was  our 
usual  weekly  meeting  night ;  wo  did  not  have  a  very  large 
attendance  of  members.  Several  were  out  during  the 
Easter  Holidays,  but  only  those  who  went  to  Norfolk 
Broads  met  with  any  success,  those  being  Messrs.  Garratt 
and  J.  Dyer,  j  un.,  who  had  some  very  nice  roach  and  rudd. 
— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— The  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  April  9,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Grimmett.  The  proceedings  first  resolved  themselves  into 
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a  committee  meeting,  at  which  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  sum  of  cl  ls.be  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  A  letter  was  read 
from  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  Arthur  Matthews,  drawing 
attention  to  the  Hickling  Broad  dispute,  and  appealing  for 
a  subscription  to  the  defence  fund.  In  the  discussion  which 
followed  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  address  of  the 
authorised  defence  fund  was  not  known,  and  Mr.  Grimmett 
proposed,  Mr.  La  Fenilladc  seconded,  and  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  that  when  that  was  forthcoming  cl  Is. 
should'  be  subscribed.  On  the  motion  of  INI  r.  Shonfeld,  two 
lapsed  prizes,  cl  Is.  and  10s.  6d.,  were  set  aside  for  trout 
prizes  during  the  season.  The  committee  then  adiourned. 
Subsequently  at  the  annual  general  meeting  the  balance 
sheet,  which  was  of  a  most  satisfactory  character,  show¬ 
ing  funds  in  hand  to  the  extent  of  £26  17s.  8d„  was  taken 
as  read.  The  proceedings  were  adjourned  till  next  Thurs¬ 
day,  when  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  selection  of  a 
date  for  our  annual  dinner,  will  take  place.  Time,  0  p.ra. 
sharp.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

Newark  Piscatorial  Association.— But  few  English 
angling  associations  have  the  honour  of  being  amicably 
represented  in  the  competitions  of  national  angling  clubs 
on  Loch  Leven,  but  such  has  been  the  privilege  of  the 
Newark  Piscatorials  for  some  period,  and  the  chief  busi¬ 
ness  of  their  last  weekly  meeting  was  the  election  of  a 
representative  to  the  twelfth  competition,  to  beheld  on  the 
3rd  June  next,  and  the  members  unanimously  decided  that 
to  Mr.  W.  II.  Norlcdge,  solicitor,  a  son  of  the  late  gent  le¬ 
man  who  for  several  years  so  successfully  represented 
Newark  in  these  competitions,  should  be  delegated  the  task 
of  upholding  the  credit  and  renown  of  their  association.— 
W.  M.  Ball. 

Northumberland  Angling  Club.— The  members  of 
the  Northumberland  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  last  month. 
Previous  to  sitting  down  to  dinner  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
James  S.  I.ea,  read  the  financial  statement,  which  showed 
a  substantial  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  Mr. 
\V.  S.  Vaughan  was  re-elected  president  of  the  club,  and 
Mr.  ffm.  Menzies,  vice-president. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-hill.— 1  wish  to  draw  the  members’  attention 
to  the  rules  we  wish  to  revise,  and  hoping  those  gentlemen 
will  attend  the  Thursday  meetings,  as  we  wish  to  settle 
several  fmportant  points,  not  only  as  regards  length  of 
fish,  but  other  matters.  The  secretary  and  members 
visited  the  Camden  Anglers  Club  Monday  night  and 
found  it  well  attended,  and  hope  that  the  N.W.A.C.  will 
be  as  well  represented  when  their  visit  comes.—  J.G.,  sec. 

Portsmouth  Waltonian  Angling  Society.— Good 
Friday  was  the  opening  day  of  the  trout  season  of  this  club. 
The  weather  was  anything  but  genial,  a  N.E.  wind  blowing. 
Six  enthusiastic  members  of  the  fraternity  were  on  the 
war-path,  taking  the  early  train  for  Petersrteld,  and  after  a 
good  tramp  to  the  club  water  at  Durford  (Sussex)  com¬ 
menced  operations.  The  country  and  surroundings  were 
unusually  wild  and  dreary— the  leafless  trees  did  not  en¬ 
hance  the  prospect,  large  patches  of  snow  were  still  about ; 
in  spite  of  these  drawbacks  sport  commenced  in  right  good 
earnest.  Mr.  J.  Marks  secured  the  first  trout  for  the 
season,  a  beauty  of  lib.,  followed  by  Capt.  Johnson,  ditto, 
lib.  l3oz.  About  mid-day  they  were  visited  by  a  lively 
snow-storm,  some  of  the  flakes  the  size  of  the  proverbial 
“cross  bun.”  After  that  the  sun  came  out  and  made  the 
remainder  of  the  day  pleasant  enough.  The  following  is 
the  list  of  the  day’s  catch :— Capt.  Johnson,  one  brace, 
21b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Marks,  one  brace,  21b. ;  Mr.  Hill,  one 
trout,  Jib.  The  other  members  were  not  so  fortunate, 
their  catch  being  smaller  and  beautifully  less.  Saturday 
following  Mr.  Bracey  and  Col.  Millar  went  out,  the  former 
taking  two  fine  fish,  111b.  each,  and  the  latter,  one  fish, 
Hlb.  Weather  very  indifferent,  wind  dead  east,  Easter 
Monday,  several  members  again  tried  their  hand,  but 
with  no  successful  results.  Since  then  I  have  no  records 
to  mention,  the  weather  being  not  at  all  compatible  to  the 
anglers' wishes.  Very  little  fly  is  on  in  this  district,  but 
the  fish  are  in  capital  condition,  considering  the  cold 
weather  we  have  had.— Jas.  T.  Dyer. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— Monday  next  the  members 
of  the  committee  will  please  to  meet  here  at  8.30  sharp,  to 
transact  important  business.  Tuesday  next  the  auditors 
will  please  to  meet  here  at  eight  p.m.,  to  audit  the  accounts 
for  the  last  quarter.— Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  E.— A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
April  16,  for  important  business,  including  the  election  of 
a  secretary  in  the  place  of  W.  H.  Shead,  resigned  ;  also  for 
fi  xing  a  date  of  annual  supper  and  other  business.  Will  those 
members  who  have  promised  prizes  during  the  year 
kindly  forward  them  on  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  oblige  ! 
— W.  H.  Shead,  sec.  pro  tem. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  St.  Albans  and 
Excelsior  United,  held  at  the  Royal  George,  New-street, 
Kennington  Park-road,  on  Wednesday,  the  loth  inst., 
when  I  trust  to  see  a  good  number  of  societies  represented. 
—A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at 
the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  April  14,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  meeting  of  anglers  and  old  friends. — F.  Tiiorling. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve, 
Hoxton-street,  N.— A  special,  general  meeting  of  the  above 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  15.  Members  arc  re¬ 
quested  to  attend,  as  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  club  will  be  decided.  It  is  also  requested 
that  members  and  friends  having  promised  prizes  will 
send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  annual  distribu¬ 
tion  will  take  place  shortly.— T.  Gretton. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross. — No  important  business  was  done  on  the 
7th  inst.  I  wish  to  remind  those  clubs  I  sent  tickets  to 
for  Mr.  Smith’s  benefit,  who  have  not  yet  returned  them 
if  they  will  kindly  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  I  shall  be  ex 
traniely  obliged.— H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul's 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— At  the  committee  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  April  8,  it  was  carried  that  the  annual 
dinner  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  6.  Next  Wednes¬ 
day.  the  15th,  will  be  a  general  meeting,  and  I  hope  all  the 
members  will  show  up  in  time  for  the  distribution  that  is 
to  take  place  on  that  date.  I  hope  the  gentlemen  who 
have  kindly  promised  us  prizes  will  send  them  on  before 
the  day,  as  it  will  greatly  facilitate  matters. — C.  Hibble, 
secretary.  „ 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George.  Hdl- 
street,  Walworth.— On  Wednesday  last,  April  8,  Mr. 
Charles  Groom,  of  Cam  bridge-street,  Camberwell;  Mr. 
Fred  Blunkell.  of  Chatham-street.  Camberwell ;  and 
Mr-.  George  Pilgrim,  of  the  Hop  Pole.  Hill-street, 


Walworth,  were  proposed  as  members.  The  following 
members  were  elected  to  serve  on  the  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year :— Messrs.  J.  Beer,  W.  H.  Wilson,  C. 
Crocker,  A.  G.  Gcmble,  C.  Bryant,  C.  Wright,  C. 
Wyer,  and  It.  J.  Dartnall,  secretary,  for  ensuing  year; 
it  was  resolved  that  the  annual  dinner  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  6.  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  on 
Wednesday,  May  20.  Will  members  and  friends  please 
send  in  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  as  our  space  is 
limited  members  will  greatly  oblige  by  letting  me  know  if 
they  intend  coming  to  the  dinner,  which  will  be  the  usual 
price.— It.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green  Man, 
High-street,  Plumstead.— On  Thursday,  the  10th  instant, 
we  have  our  thirtieth  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution, 
and  on  this  occasion  Mr.  E.  Shrubsole  will  give  a  reading 
on  “  Angling  for  coarse  fish,  and  its  attendant  pleasures,” 
after  the  supper  ;  also  during  the  evening  the  Invicta  Brass 
Band  has  kindly  consented  to  give  us  some  selections  of 
music  and  solos,  so  I  hope  our  members  and  friends  will 
muster  in  strong  force  and  contribute  by  their  presence 
towards  the  evening’s  entertainment.  I  must  remind  our 
members  that  next  Wednesday  a  summons  meeting  for 
important  business.— W.  Stevenson,  sec. 

Yc  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatoial  Society.— The  usual 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  8th  inst., 
Mr.  King  in  the  chair.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  announc¬ 
ing  that  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Newton,  wrho  holds 
the  fishing  at  the  Red  Lion,  Stanstead,  St.  Margaret’s,  all 
members  of  this  society  have  leave  to  fish  in  his  waters, 
which,  being  wrell  stocked  with  fish,  including  trout,  is  a 
very  valuable  privilege.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  22nd  inst.— Hy.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


NOTES  PROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Two  very  important  meetings  in  connection 
with  the  Birmingham  Anglmg  Association  were 
held  last  week  at  the  headquarters  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  The  first  was  a  meeting  of  the  working 
committee,  which  was  held  on  April  2  last.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  as  only  three  absentees 
were  recorded,  two  of  whom  were  detained 
through  illness,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  first  business  trans¬ 
acted  was  to  take  the  auditor’s  report  and  balance  sheet 
for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  which  showed  that  the 
expenditure  had  exceeded  the  income  by  something  like 
£4,  and  there  remained  a  balance  in  hand  of  about  £35. 
This  was  considered  by  the  committee  as  very  satisfactory, 
and  the  balance-sheet,  together  with  the  auditor’s  report, 
was  received  and  adopted.  Messrs.  Dance  and  Simkiss 
gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  West  End  Society, 
who  applied  to  the  committee  for  permission  to  carry  on 
their  society  at  the  Warwick  Aims  Inn,  Dudley-road.  The 
report  was  in  every  respect  satisfactory  so  far  as  the  mem¬ 
bers  were  concerned  and  the  manner  in  which  the  club  was 
being  conducted,  the  only  obstacle  being  that  they  were 
too  near  other  societies  already  affiliated,  and  their  appli¬ 
cation  was  opposed  personally  by  Messrs.  Kirby  and 
Brereton,  of  the  Spring  Hill  Society,  who  contended  that 
if  the  club  in  question  was  allowed  to  remain  at  its  present 
quarters  it  would  considerably  interfere  with  their  pro¬ 
gress.  This  the  committee  took  into  consideration,  and  it 
was  finally  resolved  that  the  application  of  the  West  End 
Club  to  remove  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  two  already 
established  societies,  namely  the  Spring  Hill  and  the  Oak 
Piscatorials,  be  not  entertained,  the  proper  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  this  resolution  being  that  the  West  End  Society 
will  have  to  find  a  suitable  place  for  their  meetings,  where 
they  will  not  interfere  with  the  progress  of  other  societies 
already  established.  A  notice  of  motion  was  given  by 
Mr.  J.  Allen,  which  was  to  the  following  effect:— That  the 
entrance  fee  to  the  Birmingham  and  District  United 
Angling  Association  be  three  guineas,  with  the  exception 
of  societies  applying  who  are  situated  at  least  four  miles 
from  St.  Martin’s  Church.  Owing  to  the  want  of  time  this 
notice  of  motion  was  not  discussed,  but  was  allowed  to 
remain  over  until  the  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  _ 

The  second  important  meeting  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Committee.  This  meet¬ 
ing  was  also  held  at  the  headquarters,  on  Friday,  April  3, 
last,  and  was  well  attended.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice  chair.  The  president  after 
formally  opening  the  meeting  called  upon  the  secretary  to 
read  the  correspondence,  amongst  which  was  a  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  secretary  of  the  Spring  Hill  Society,  in 
which  he  stated  that  a  member  of  his  society  had  died  and 
asked  the  committee  to  forward  the  usual  grant  to  the 
widow  of  the  deceased  member.  This  was  done  by  the 
secretary,  and  the  committee  after  going  into  the  case 
decided  to  further  supplement  and  grant  the  widow  an 
extra  £1 10s.  This  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  forward 
forthwith,  together  with  a  letter  of  condolence  ex¬ 
pressing  the  sympathy  of  the  committee.  The  secre¬ 
tary  was  also  empowered  to  forward  the  stipulated 
sum  at  the  death  of  a  member  forthwith  upon  satisfac¬ 
tory  proof  of  the  same  being  given  without  consulting 
the  committee.  This  was  the  first  case  of  death  that  has 
occurred  since  the  formation  of  the  society.  After  this 
portion  of  the  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  election  of 
the  four  divisional  committee  was  proceeded  with,  when 
the  gentlemen  appointed  to  No.  1  were  as  follows  :— Messrs. 
Dudley,  Walton,  Fetter,  Marsden,  and  Attwood.  No.  2  : 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Hall,  Dance,  Johnson,  and  King.  No.  3  : 
Messrs.  Keeling,  Chambers,  Quarterman,  Worthy,  and 
Blackshaw.  No.  4:  Messrs.  Currie,  Gumbley,  Rhodes, 
Turner,  and  Pratt.  After  these  gentlemen  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  their  different  divisions  it  wasdecidcd  that  alist 
of  clubsin  each  division  be  printed  and  distributed,  with  a 
list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  committee  men  ap¬ 
pointed  to  that  division.  This  concluded  the  business 
down  on  the  agenda,  when  Mr.  C.  White  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  committee  the  advisability  of  having  a 
concert  early  in  May  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society. 
This  was  discussed  and  resolved  upon  unanimously,  and  a 
sub-committee  of  five  were  appointed  with  power  to  add 
to  their  number  to  carry  out  the  necessary  arrangements, 
the  committee  to  consist  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
namely:  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  Fetter,  Keeling,  and  Currie. 
The  committee  also  empowered  the  sub-committee  to  ex¬ 
pend  such  sums  as  they  deem  advisable  to  bring  the  con¬ 
cert  to  a  success.  This  concluded  the  whole  of  the  business, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  evening  were  read  and  received. 


I  am  requested  by  Mr.  J.  Bourne  to  correct  an  error  that 
I  inadvertently  made  last  week  respecting  the  prize  to  bo 
given  to  a  member  of  the  llighgate  Park  Society  who  may 
be  fortunate  enough  in  taking  the  heaviest  roach  during 
the  forthcoming  season.  My  note  read  that  the  society 
was  going  to  give  the  prize.  This  I  wish  to  correct,  as  it 
is  the  committee  who  intend  giving  the  prize.  At  a  meeting 
of  this  society  on  Monday  evening  last  it  was  passed  by 
resolution  that  they  become  subscribers  to  the  Finking 
Gazette,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  other  clubs  have  also 
decided  to  do  the  same,  and  the  F.  G.  is,  or  will  be  in  a 
very  short  time,  found  on  the  tables  at  nearly  all  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  societies. 

A  meeting  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  Birmingham  Association’s 
fourth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  week,  when,  owing  to  the  large  assembly  room  at 
the  head-quarters  being  engaged  upon  the  night  required 
by  the  association,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  dinner 
until  Monday  evening,  April  27,  dinner  on  the  table  at  six 
o’clock.  The  chief  representative  of  the  Provincial  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  be  present,  and  invitations  will  be  issued  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway 
Companies,  and  the  committee  are  instructed  to  spare  no 
expense  in  order  to  make  the  dinner  a  success. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


The  proverbial  April  showers  have  been  in  full 
evidence  in  the  Nottingham  district  during  the 
week,  and  salmon  anglers  are  iu  high  glee.  For 
weeks  the  Trent  had  undergone  hut  little  change, 
and  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  out 
licences  were  beginning  to  despair  of  heavy  rain 
setting  in  at  the  proper  time.  But  at  length  their 
wishes  have  been  more  than  realised.  Last  Sun¬ 
day  the  river  began  to  rise  rapidlj7,  and  on  Mon¬ 
day  flood  water  extended  to  the  fields  iu  the 
vicinity  of  its  valley  for  miles.  The  influx  is 
certain  to  bring  up  a  large  quantity  of  salmon, 
and  given  fair  weather  I  expect  next  week  to  hear  of  the 
capture  of  a  goodly  few  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shardlow 
and  King’s  Mills.  Fish  of  heavy  calibre  were  seen  to  pass 
over  the  long  range  of  weirs  at  the  latter  place  on  the 
5th  inst.,  and  their  upward  passage  should  encourage  the 
Derby  contingent  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  swims  at 
J’oremark  and.  Willington.  As  regards  baits  nothing  will 
bo  found  to  excel  so  much  as  the  “  Derby  ”  killer  and  the 
“  Devon  ”  spinner,  although  not  a  few  experts  go  in  for 
the  worm.  Taken  all  round  prospects  this  spring  are  now 
decidedly  favourable.  _ 

In  “  clubland  ”  there  has  been  of  late  a  flutter  of  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  arrangement  of  the  prizes  won  during  the 
winter,  season.  At  the  principal  society,  the  Wellington, 
the  “secret,”  or  “tell-tale”  box  was  opened  the  other  night 
in  the  presence  of  the  President  and  sundry  members  of 
the  committee.  Considering  the  importance  of  the  society, 
and  the  large  number  of  expert  fishermen  whose  names 
figure  on  the  books,  I  confess  I  was  somewhat  disap¬ 
pointed  at  the  comparatively  small  quantity  of  specimen 
fish  weighed  in.  Added  to  this,  not  a  few  members  who 
had  killed  very  big  pike  were  found  through  their  own 
carelessness  to  be  out  of  benefit.  An  excellent  system  of 
weighing  in  fish  has  been  adopted  by  the  executive,  and 
unless  one  member  tells  another  how  he  stands  in  the 
classes  specified,  the  actual  weights  are  not  revealed  until 
the  box  is  opened  at  the  close  of  each  successive  season. 
Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  W.  H.  Spray,  hon.  sec.,  I  am 
enabled  to  lay  before  my  readers  a  full  list  of  the  fish 
weighed  in.  Here  it  is  Chub,  first,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hodgson, 
31b.  14oz.  Also  weighed Mr.  H.  Coxon,  21b.  lO.ioz.  ;  Mr. 
H.  Coxon,  21b.  9ioz.  Pike,  first,  Mr.  E.  Hooton.  141b.  8oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  101b.  13oz. ;  third,  Mr.  W.  Hall. 
71b.Uoz. ;  fourthJMr.  C.  Jackson,  61b.  lojoz.  Also  weighed:— 
Mr.  Foster  Jackson,  141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Maddock,  131b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  F.  Gamble,  101b.  loz. ;  Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins,  61b.  lHoz. ; 
Mr.  F.  Baker,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Gamble,  31b.  12oz.  Roach, 
first,  Mr.  H.  Spray,  lib.  2Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  F.  Gamble, 
lib.  2Ioz. ;  third,  Mr.  C.  J.  Whitehall,  14oz. ;  fourth,  Mr.  F. 
Baker,  134oz.  Also  weighed,  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  lib. ;  Mr.  H. 
Coxon,  15oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Spray,  134oz.  Dace,  first,  Mr.  J.  Spray, 
9Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins,  7oz. ;  third,  Mr.  Baker, 
6oz.  Also  weighed,  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  6:[oz. ;  Mr.  H.  R.  Wil¬ 
kins,  6Joz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  6Joz.  Perch,  first,  Mr.  J.  Greaves, 
lib.  2oz.  Also  weighed,  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  64oz.  Bream,  first, 
Mr.  H.  Coxon,  31b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  H.  Baker,  31b.  7oz. ; 
Also  weighed,  Mr.  J.  Spray,  31b.  154oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Spray, 
31b.  2ioz. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Spray,  21b.  lljoz.  Excepting  the 
heaviest  pike,  all  the  fish  were  caught  in  the  Trent,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  a  respectable  average  was  maintained. 
There  was,  perhaps,  a  marked  scarcity  of  chub,  and  the 
quality  of  the  roach  “staged”  was  not  equal  to  the 
weighers-in  of  previous  terms.  No  gross  weights  are  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  society,  and  no  member  who  is  in 
benefit  is  allowed  to  carry  off  more  than  one  prize.  The 
half-yearly  banquet  and  presentation  of  prizes  will  be  held 
at  the  Wellington  Hotel  in  due  course. 

As  to  trout  fishing  itself,  very  little  has  been  indulged  in 
since  the  season  opened.  Of  course  I  refer  to  the  tribu¬ 
taries.  A  few  brace  have  come  from  the  Dover  Beck,  but 
the  fish  are  still  backward  in  condition. 

Whilst  the  flood  water  was  pouring  down  the  Trent  on 
Sunday  night,  a  Nottingham  man,  named  Tollerton,  who 
certainly  ought  to  have  known  better,  plunged  into  the 
river,  minus  his  clothes,  below  Wilfoid  Bridge  and  swam 
to  the  opposite  bank.  Two  men,  who  were  with  him,  ran 
to  the  other  side  by  means  of  the  bridge  and  found  he  had 
scrambled  into  a  tree,  below  which  the  stream  ran  very 
swiftly.  He  called  out  for  help,  and  two  police  officers, 
who  were  summoned,  went  nearly  shoulder  high  into  tha 
water  with  a  view  to  reach  him.  Suddenly  he  became 
exhausted  and  dropping  into  the  current  was  washed  away 
under  the  cover  of  darkness  and  was  drowned.  The  body 
was  recovered  on  the  following  day.  A  more  foolhardy 
feat  could  scarcely  be  conceived,  and  the  police  officers 
deserve  every  credit  for  the  part  they  played  in  the 
attempted  rescue.  It  is  believed  the  deceased,  who  was 
fond  of  fishing,  had  a  small  bet  at  stake.  Anyhow  his 
daring  cost  him  his  life,  and  he  leaves  a  widow  and 
children  to  mourn  his  loss. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 
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ROBERTSON’S  WONNERFU’  FLEES. 

See  the  Song  of  hi  Fishing  Gazette,  March  2St/i,  1891. 

Copy  of  letter  from  last  year’s  Winner  of  the  National 
Competition  on  Xsocli  Leveu. 

Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  38,  Oswald  Street,  Glasgow, 

5,  Both  well  Street.  5th  June,  1890. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  much  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  the  Flies  you  specially 
tied  for  me  “  made  ”  the  basket,  in  the  Championship  of  the  National  Competition 
(Loch  Leven)  yesterday. 

When  unsuccessful  about  mid-day,  and  after  several  changes,  I  tried  your  Cast 
very  small  Loch  Flies,  and  immediately  killed.'’ 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

(signed)  J.  Ferguson, 

NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 

Flies  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a 
F’ALEY’s  large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 

tackle  x.  room  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 

£  *  /Z K  pooch  USk’ leather  Haps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 

Ttects  /e/  solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 

&■..'  Price  Is.  7d.  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
wife*,  „  ...  '  ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 

W  I  LL  I  J\.  IVI  BIRKET, 

'  LORD  STREET,  PRESTON 

C  L0  S  E  D'  Wholesale  A  gents : 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch. 

WM.  ROBERTSON, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MERCHANT  &  MANUFACTURER, 
5,  BOTH  WELL  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

WILLIAM  HAYNES,  CORK. 

Gentlemen  desirous  cf  obtaining  first-class  Rods  and  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 
should  give  me  a  trial. 

Sole  Investor  and  Patentee  of  the 

14  Aucliei’  5  ’  Sjsf  2-ajra.e  **  and  Blarney  Prawn  Tackle, 

Both  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fiies  unequalled.  My  Bods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq.: — 

Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  10th,  1890. 

Sir, — I  am  obliged  lor  your  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 
chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  from  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

(Signed)  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL. 

C§  _  C5r©  C3®  JR. 

03  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Finest  English  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  (my  own  make). 

Warranted  for  Two  Yearr. 

TRADE  MARK.  Cornubian  (patent)  CREEL,  the  most  handy  for  Trout  Anglers. 

TROUT  FLIES  (a  speciality)-  The  finest  Stock  in  London. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Spinning  &  Trolling  Rods  ;  Lines  &  Winches,  &c.,  always  in  stock. 
Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  Coloured  Supplement  of  Flies )  post  free  2d. 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  W.C. 

Nearly  opposite  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 

J.  BERNARD  and  SON, 

5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly, 

Bag  to  draw  the  attention  of  Anglers  to  their  very  superior  stock  of 
Tackle  of  every  description,  especially  their 

SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

For  casting  and  killing  power,  these  rods  will  compare  favourably 
with  any  in  the  market,  and  they  are 

SPECIAL  FLIES  FOR  DRY-FLY  FISHING 

Flies  for  North,  South,  and  West  Country  Streams. 

VERY  SUPERIOR  SALMON  AND  TROUT  CASTS. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 

- - - _____  — - - - - - - - 

A  PAIR  of  FINE  SALMON  PAINTINGS 

By  T.  G.  TARGETT. 

“Rod  or  River  Fishing.”  “Net  or  Sea  Fishing.” 

IN  HANDSOME  GILT  FRAMES. 

■Can  he  seen  at  Messrs.  Morris  &  Sons,  Limited,  Leather  Factors,  Weston  Street, 

Bermondsey, 

Size  about  50  inches  by  40  inches.  A  Bargain,  £25  the  pair. 

Books  for  Anglers 

ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 
THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARS  TON  &  CO.,  LIMITED,  ST.  DUN  STAN'S  HOUSE, 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 

»'  '#!'",l|]ll  '^Ui,"|i|t'1  ''llli'  'i||| *»l| 


A  realise  on  theart  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 

■  j  .  Allg,1I.1S  bd/tor.of ftc  UfK  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 

T  5!'SS  ‘  mem0lr  ofthe  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  10  Plates,  Crown  Svo,  15s. 

\VL  I  °f.Illustra™ns .—Frontispiece,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie;  Plate  1.  Pike  Disgorgers, 
/SvSlvnet;n-e  C;  (8lErl’  The  Shder  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs.);  III.  Knots,  Hitches,  etc. 
d  fip- •)>  W.  Spinning  1  lights.  Leads,  etc.  (8  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (9  figs.);  VI.  Live- 
*/£’<£«  V^T  Y  •'  Natural  Trout  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 

wTSSn  ’  IX:  Imitatl?ns  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (0  coloured  figs.k  X.  Salmon-Flies:  The 

onW,reH v  ^  fEes  O  coloured  figs.);  XL  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Fly  (3 

ov ™  '  1  het.ma  /a!1’  ?ewly_,’  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  .figs.):  XIII.  1  he  Popham, 

Shannon,  and  Owenmore  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.);  XV.  Salmon- 
Fly  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs  )  vs/, 

‘  The  best  angling  book  ever  published.”— Fishing  Gazette. 

Floating  Flies  ard  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 
Illustrated  Directions,  and  containing  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Patterns,  toge  ther  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  15s 

North  Country  Trout  Flies.  By  T.  E.  PRITT.  With  Coloured  Plates  of  all  the  best  Flies 
Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

The  American  Salmon  Fisherman.  By  HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated.  116  pages 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 

Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle.  Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use.  By 
HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  Cd. 

Recollections  of  Fly-Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling.  By  EDWARD 
HAMILTON,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  &c.  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

Vol.  IX.  Pike  and  other  Coaise  Fish.  Bv  H.  CHOI  MONDFT  fv  pvmmttt  t 

DAVISUtHnSRbyFRA\CISQUr|SR0^E\rApE'?r,^ILLIAM  SENI0R>  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
HAV  lb,  H.  R.  IKAXCIS,  and  R.  E.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece  6  Full-Daoe  Illustra 

lions  of  1  idling  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD  JONES  and  1?6 
Illustrations  of  lackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  Svo,  10s  fid  J 

Salmon  Problems.  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  6d.  ;  cloth,  3s.  6d 

An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dovedale.  Being  an  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks’ Holiday 
in  July  and  August,  1SS4.  Imp.  32mo,  fancy  boards,  Is.  ;  limp  leather-cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is.  6d. 

Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  New.  By  the  Author  of  “  An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dove 
dale,”  “  Frank’s  Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  Svo,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

A  Quaint  Treatise  on  Flies  and  Fly  Making.  Edited  by  W.  H.  ALDAM.  4to,  cloth 
extra,  with  cardboard  panels,  in  which  are  placed  actual  specimens  of  the  flies,  and  the  materials 
from  which  they  are  made.  The  flies  will  kill  in  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world.  Also 
two  fine  Coloured  Plates.  Only  a  few  copies  left ;  these  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam’s  Cabinet 
Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free. 

“1iE.?SESSBK^l5  H'  CHOLHON' 

An  Angler’s  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated. 
Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

- - - - - - - 

Th  Chie?Me8t^d8PofHS;k  and 

A  Book  of  the  Running  Brook:  ard  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY  COLIN  CAMP¬ 
BELL.  12mo,  handsomely  bound  in  grey  linen,  lettered  in  gold,  with  gilt  top,  5s. 

How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN.  With  Map  and  numerous  Text 

Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  3s.  6d. 

Ninth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  cio.h,  price  14s. 

on  the1  sifaject/ V-Lfy <"#U)°^.Sess  this  b°°k  lacks  one  of  the  enchanting  works  ever  produced 

^e^VMh  S*ENIOR (“  Ref^Sm^61" Rome  Sport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 

Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
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EARLY  SEA  TROUT  ANGLING. 
JOHNNIE’S  TIPS. 

By  M. 

“  Wait  for  the  turn  of  the  tide,  boys  ; 

Wait  for  the  turn  of  the  tide.” 

We  waited,  and  so  had  a  late  start.  After 
breakfast  wo  strolled  outside  to  smoke  a  pipe,  and 
sauntered  about  on  the  green  knolls  ayont  the 
garden.  It  was  a  lovely  July  morning. 

“Just  looking  for  you,  Johnnie.  Good  morning 
to  you.  What  chances  to-day  ?  Have  you  got 
plenty  sand-eels,  and  is  it  about  time  to  start  ?  ” 
Johnnie  came  toward  us  in  gay  good  humour.  It 
was  a  likely  day,  and  he  felt  sure  we  would  get 
some  good  tish.  “  You  will  be  starting  in  time,” 
said  he;  “an  hour  after  this— the  tide  doesn’t 
suit  sooner.” 

At  a  quarter  past  ten  wo  started  off— out  the 
road  past  the  tenementers’  thatched  cottages,  up 
the  brae,  in  at  the  gate  at  the  corner  of  a  grass 
field,  and  on  through  tho  field  down-hill  to  the 
other  corner,  where  again  we  got  through  a  gate, 
to  find  ourselves  on  the  banks  of  the  Kyle  of 
Durness,  close  to  where  the  boats  were  moored 
“  high  and  dry  ’’  at  the  anglers’  pier. 

Johnnie  fitted  up  the  two  rods  in  a  twinkling. 
Then  came  a  tugging  and  lugging  at  the  great 
heavy  seaworthy  craft  to  get  it  down  to  the  water. 
“  A  nice  boat  that,  Johnnie.”  “  A,  yes,  sir— a  very 
fine  steady  boat.”  Hee-up — hee  up — it  is  floated 
now — yes,  floated,  and  we  are  seated.  Johnnie 
hands  the  rods  in  over  after  us,  and,  giving  the 
boat  a  great  shove,  plunges  into  the  water  after 
it,  and  gets  a-board  as  it  starts  to  glide  smoothly 
out,  OH  goes  his  jacket  and  up  his  shirt-sleeves. 


Then,  “  Out  with  your  lines,  gentlemen,”  and 
away  goes  the  boat  zig-zagging  out  from  the 
shore,  the  oars  leaving  scaroely  a  ripple  on  the 
calm  water. 

“  Pay  out  line.’’  “What,  that's  a  touch,  Johnnie.” 

“  Yes,  sir,  I  noticed  it.”  “  There  it  is  again.  Shall 
I  strike  ?  ”  “  No,  you  must  not— don’t  strike ;  he 

has  not  taken  a  hold  yet.  If  you  strike  now  you 
miss  him,  that’s  all  ;  and  he  will  leave  off  follow¬ 
ing.  Striking  won’t  do— wait  till  I  tell  you,  and 
then  reel  in  as  hard’  as  you  can  till  the  play 
begins.”  Now  comes  a  tug-tugging,  rather 
violently.  “  He  is  on  now,  sir  ;  reel  in  hard  and 
fast,  but  play  him  gently  when  you  get  him  to 
close  quarters.  At  this  season  their  mouths  are 
very  tender,  and  you  must  not  force  the  strain.” 
About  twenty  yards  from  the  boat  up  springs  a 
fine  trout  clear  out  of  the  water.  “  Only  a 
pounder,”  says  Johnnie.  But  “  What’s  this  ; 
there’s  a  fish  on  the  other  rod  too.”  “  Keep  round, 
sir,  to  the  other  side — clear  away  from  the  other 
fish,  and  I’ll  notice  to  work  the  boat  in  a  way  that 
will  keep  the  lines  from  fouling.”  Two  trout  now 
leap  at  once,  several  time3,  but  presently  one  of 
the  lines  gets  slack.  “  Bad  luck,  be  gentle  with 
them  after  this.”  Oat  comes  the  second  hooked 
fish,  which  is  rapped  on  the  head  and  pitched 
into  the  bottom  of  tho  boat.  ‘  Now  a  new 
sand  eel — the  old  one  is  too  badly  bitten.” 
The  new  one  is  put  on  with  surprising  quickness. 

“  See  that  it  spins  all  right.”  “  All  right.”  “  Now 
out  with  line  again.”  Again  zigzagging  away  we  go, 
the  line  running  off  the  “Nottingham”  like 
lightning.  “  Stop  it  now,  there  is  length  enough 
out.”  “Look!  here’s  a  fellow  tugging  again. 
Don’t  touch  the  rod,  sir.”  Tug,  tug,  but  as  we 
move  on  the  tugging  ceases.  He  has  touched  a 
hook  and  gone  off  frightened.  Meanwhile  a  fish 
has  taken  the  sand  eel  of  the  other  rod;  there  he  is 
leaping  out  of  the  water  again  and  again.  “A  fine 
fish  that,  2!b.  at  any  rate.”  So  on  we  go,  working 
across,  and  down  with  the  tide.  Again  a  tug,  and 
in  expectancy  we  wait  for  a  second  ;  but,  no,  it 
does  not  come  again.  A  fish  gets  on  to  the  other 
rod — at  least  tugs  the  sand  eel,  and  I  strike — fatal 
error  ;  it  has  sent  him  away.  “  You  must  not 
strike,  sir,  I  told  you— it  just  spoils  your  chance. 
Look  if  the  sand  eel  is  all  right.  I'm  afraid  there 
is  tangle  or  weed  on  it,  since  there’s  been  no  tugs 
at  it  for  a  good  while.”  Rightly  guessed;  it  is  fouud 
when  drawn  in  to  be  covered  with  tangle  which 
caused  the  tug — the  one  solitary  tug. 

“  Bring  two  ‘  Nottinghams  ’  with  you  next  time, 
sir,”  says  Johnnie.  “  They  run  off  line  so  quickly 
that  you  lose  not  a  moment  in  getting  out  your 
forty  yards.  It  is  a  slow  tedious  process  with 
other  reels — getting  out  line  after  clearing  off  the 
weeds  or  after  every  fresh  sand  eel  is  put  on.  In 
a  whole  long  day  you  would  lo3e  with  them  more 
than  an  hour  that  you  could  be  fishing.  Commend 
me  to  the  ‘  Nottingham.’  Then  have  a  fine  spin¬ 
ning  line  ;  it  works  nicest  in  the  heavy  salt  water, 
and  lets  you  draw  up  easily  and  quickly  ou  the 
fish.”  “  Then  you  recommend  a  fine  line  and  a 
‘Nottingham’  in  preference  to  a  cord  line  and 
any  other  sort  of  reel.”  “  Greatly,  most  decidedly. 
I  wash  your  line  every  night  in  fresh  water,  and 
get  it  dried  before  morning,  and  no  harm  comes 
to  it.  Then  the  ‘  Nottingham  ’  does  not  get  rusted 
and  spoiled  with  the  salt  water  as  other  reels  do.” 

As  Johnnie  predicted,  so  it  came  to  pass  ;  we 
got  some  good  fish  up  to  2|lb.  We  worked  down 
over  a  mile  with  the  tide  and  back  again  with  the 
tide.  Five  hours’  fishing  seemed  les3  than  au 
hour’s  time — through  the  fish  always  tug-tugging. 
The  bottom  of  the  boat  was  covered  with  sea 
trout  when  we  pulled  iu  at  the  berthing  station, 
and  whether  ib  was  its  additional  weight  with 
the  fish  (!j,  we  found  it  greatly  more  difficult  to 
draw  it  up  than  we  had  done  to  draw  it  down  into 
the  water.  We  had  241b.  weight  of  sea  trout. 

Walking  back  to  the  hotel  with  Johnnie  through 
the  field,  I  remarked  to  him  that  I  thought  it 
more  than  likely  I  should  visit  Durness  next  year 
to  have  a  longer  stay.  I  had  been  delighted  with 
the  sport,  I  said,  and  I  wished  to  know 
when  would  be  the  best  time  to  come.  “  Come 
earlier  by  all  means,”  he  said  ;  “oar  best  sport 
with  the  largest  sea  trout  is  earlier.  Wo  often 
have  good  sport  iu  April,  when  the  trout  average 
1  Jib.  But  our  heaviest  takes  are  got  from  the 
beginning  of  May  to  the  20th  of  June,  and  then 
the  average  weight  is  about  lRb.  Wo  get  the 
largest  trout  early  because  they  spawn  first. 
They  ruu  up  earliest  to  Loch  Dionard,  and  after 


staying  there  they  come  down  river  early  in  the 
spawning  season  to  spawn  in  the  burns  nearer  the 
Kyle.  The  smaller  trout  run  up  later  and  spawn  in 
the  burns  nearer  Loch  Dionard,  and  so  come  down 
later.  It  is  them  we  wero  getting  to-day,  all  the 
very  big  fellows  having  gone  up  a  month  ago. 
Bring  Archer  Spinners  with  you  next  time,  sir. 
We  think  them  the  best  now,  whereas  it  used  to 
be  the  Chapman,  and  the  three  triangles  and  a  lip 
hook  that  were  our  favourites.  But  I’m  not 
exactly  pleased  with  any  arrangement  of  tackle 
I’ve  seen  yet.  We  lose  many  more  fish  than  we 
ought  to.  You’ve  seen  that  yourself  to-day.  It’s 
only  eighteen  or  nineteen  we’ve  got,  and  I’m  sure 
it  was  double  that  number  we  touched  or  hooked. 
I  do  wish  you  would  come  next  year,  sir.”  “  And 
may  I  count  on  you,  Johnnie,  for  gillie  ?  You  seem 
so  splendidly  up  to  your  work.”  “Yes,  certainly, 
if  I’m  not  engaged.  But  write  beforehand  a  good 
while,  and  I’ll  do  my  best  to  arrange  to  get  with 
you.  Every  year  there  are  two  gentlemen  who 
come  early  and  stay  about  a  month,  and  hitherto 
I  have  had  the  turn  with  the  two  of  them.  But 
if  it  so  be  that  from  going  with  them  as  formerly 
I  cannot  get  with  you,  there  is  Davie  Mackenzie, 
who  has  come  to  be  a  splendid  hand  at  the  work, 
and  he  will  take  you  on  with  pleasure,  and  you 
will  find  him,  I  am  sure,  as  good  a  mau  as  yuu 
could  wish.” 


THE  GRELN  FLY  AND  THE 
EVENING  RISE. 

By  Notsogreen. 

( Continued  from  page  226.) 

Repeatedly  I  have  heard  it  asserted,  and  by 
first-class  auglers,  too,  that  ib  is  useless  to  fish  for 
salmon  when  the  suu  is  very  bright  right  in  froub 
of  them.  “  What  is  the  use,”  they  say,  “  of  fishing 
when  there  is  such  a  strong  glaro  in  the  head  of 
the  fish  ?  It  dazzles  them.”  Although  I  admib 
that  generally  it  will  bo  found  to  be  against  suc¬ 
cess  to  have  the  sua  in  full  glare  shining  straight 
down  the  river,  I  yet  conteni  that  under  certain 
circumstances  it  is  possible  to  put  fish  up  ou  the 
brightest  of  days,  the  suu  right  in  front  of  them 
notwithstanding.  Sport  may  be  relied  upon  if 
they  are  fresh-run,  the  water  fresh,  but  very  clear, 
and  the  day  balmy  and  a  little  breezy.  la  het 
water  beginning  to  get  filthy,  with  alge  gathering 
in  ib,  there  is  little  prospect  of  scoring,  even  sup- 
posing  the  fish  to  be  moderately  fresh-run.  Thero 
is  less  still  with  fish  become  very  brown,  and 
which  have  long  been  potted.  These  wary  old 
residenters  may  thow  up,  but  too  late.  After  the  f  y 
has  passed  them  by  a  good  bit,  they  will  often  Lj 
seen  to  give  a  wallop  or  move  to  the  surface,  bat 
without  any  intention,  as  their  tardness  of  move¬ 
ment  proves,  of  taking  a  hold.  Wny  is  this? 
Some  say  ib  is  because  they  have  b  sen  hooked 
before,  and  that  they  rise  or  give  themselves  a 
fling  to  make  sure  they  are  not  held  ag  an.  Were 
this  the  case,  it  would  indicate  long  memory  ou 
their  part,  but  as  ib  is  pure  speculation  I  pass 
it  by. 

With  a  Jock  Scott,  a  Silver  Djctor,  a  Durham 
Ringer,  and  other  flies,  all  noted  killers  in  their 
own  time  and  place,  I  have  often  and  often  fished 
this  clear  water  stream  on  blaziag  hot  days  when 
the  water  was  low,  bub  without  doiug  auy  good 
to  speak  of,  even  when  fish  were  numerous. 
Many  a  time  had  I  wondered  why  they  wholly 
refused  when  the  suu  had  worked  round  upou 
them — gob  as  it  were  iu  their  face;  and  it  was 
only  afber  years  of  patient  experimenting  that  I 
discovered  that  with  this  peculiar  thing  of  a 
green  fly,  it  was  not  only  possible  to  get  them  to 
take,  but  to  take  readily.  I  well  remember  my 
first  success  with  it  on  a  scorching  July  day  long 
since  gone  by,  when,  after  a  determined  figb‘, 
lasting  a  good  quarter-of  an-hour,  a  silvery  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  231b .  weight,  flopping  his  broad  tai', 
was  drawn  out  upon  the  bright  shingle. 

The  green-Hy  is  very  small — T  mean  it  must  be 
very  small,  otherwise  its  ki  li  ig  *  ffsetivene:  s 
cannot  be  p:o perly  tested.  It  is  pur  1/  a  su  nmer 
fly,  only  workiag  well  in  Juno  and  up  to  the 
middle  of  July.  This,  at  all  events,  is  my  experi¬ 
ence.  I  have  two  patterns  of  ib — the  original  and 
a  pronounced  variation —and  when  the  one  fails 
the  other  is  tried.  Failure  with  both  I  seldom 
experience.  Some  time  or  other,  on  the  brighte.-t 
of  days,  more  especially  when  the  suu  is  getting 
into,  or  is  right  in,  the  head  of  the  fish,  a  “  lay 
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hold  ”  will  be  secured  through  the  fatal  fascina¬ 
tion  of  the  green-fly.  This  makes  it  especially 
valuable — a  reliable  friend — as  then  no  others,  not 
even  the  Sun-fly  or  the  Silver  Doctor,  so  excellent 
for  bright  weather,  clear  water  angling,  have  been 
found  by  me  to  be  of  much  real  service.  Yet 
strange,  all  fatal  as  it  is  in  summer,  I  have  done 
no  good  at  all  with  it  to  speak  of  in  spring  or 
autumn.  Clearly,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  only  answers  well  when  it  is  a  small  fly,  and 
during  the  time  of  the  year  when  it  must  be 
small. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  best  months  for 
green-fly  fishing  are  June  and  July.  The  water 
to  be  proper  for  it  must  be  very  clear,  the  sun 
very  bright,  the  air  soft  and  warm.  The  hooks 
which  I  have  found  prove  much  the  most  useful 
are  particularly  small  sizes  No.  6,  7  and  8  Lim¬ 
erick  or  corresponding  sizes  of  other  bends.  To 
be  in  keeping  the  tackle  must  be  fine — a  light  cast 
and  a  light  reel  line.  The  fishing  too  must  be  fine — 
done  with  uncommon  neatness  and  lightness.  It 
is  fatal  to  the  angler’3  chance  to  sink  the  fly  ; 
most  to  his  advantage  to  keep  it  on  or  near  the 
surface.  The  real  paying  method  of  working  it 
I  find  is  to  bring  it  from  where  it  lights  pretty 
smartly  over  the  catch  by  raising  the  point  of  the 
rod.  Casting  straight  across  as  is  done  in  fishing 
“  down  ”  for  trout  with  the  wet  fly  I  strongly  re¬ 
commend,  bat  especially  where  the  water  does 
not  flow  briskly,  the  rod  as  it  is  raised  should  be 
made  to  give  short  salmon  fishing  draws  to  im¬ 
part  motion  to  the  fly.  Wher.)  the  stream  is  swift 
this  is  unnecessary:  all  that  is  required  is  to  raise 
the  rod  point  as  the  fly  travels  nobbing  across  to¬ 
wards  the  angler.  Usually  the  fish  dash  at  the 
fly,  but  from  the  position  of  the  rod  causing  the 
line  not  to  be  taut  straight  out  it  is  necessary  to 
strike  smartly  but  lightly  wherever  the  water  is 
not  very  rapid. 

With  the  telling  very  briefly  of  a  complete 
novice’s  salmon  fishing  exploit  I  shall  end  my  re¬ 
marks  about  the  green-fly.  Four  years  ago  a  dab 
hand  at  trout  fishing,  but  who  had  never  waved 
a  salmon  rod,  arranged  with  me  for  three  days’ 
salmon  fishing.  When  the  time  came  I  was  pre¬ 
vented  getting  with  him.  He  was  very  reluctant  to 
go  alone,  but  I  urged  him  and  he  went.  As  luck 
had  it  there  had  been  a  great  run  of  fish  with  a 
heavy  flood,  but  three  days  before.  Not  to  bewilder 
him  with  patterns  I  gave  him  only  four — the  green¬ 
fly,  the  Bumble,  the  Blue  Charm,  and  the  Jock 
Scott.  My  instructions  were — use  only  the  green¬ 
fly  when  it  is  very  bright,  any  of  the  others  when 
it  is  otherwise.  He  got  to  the  fishing  about  mid¬ 
day  of  the  first  day,  and  next  morning  I  had  two 
salmon  waiting  me  when  I  came  down  to  break¬ 
fast.  Good  !  On  tho  evening  of  the  last  day  my 
friend  returned  ;  a  pleased  smile  on  his  face  told 
me  before  I  had  got  spoken  to  him  that  he  had 
not  been  disappointed.  “Well,  how  have  you 
done?”  I  asked.  “  Got  fourteen  !  ”  was  his  re¬ 
ply,  and  then  getting  into  raptures,  he  recounted 
the  whole  of  the  outs  and  ins  of  his  battles,  speak¬ 
ing  in  enthusiastic  praise  of  the  green-fly.  With 
it,  the  weather  having  been  intensely  bright  most 
of  the  time,  he  had  killed  twelve  of  the  fourteen 
fish.  Shortly  afterwards  a  gentleman  called  to 
tell  me  that  he  had  seen  a  friend  of  mine  killing 
fish  after  fish  on  the  fishery  above  his  when  he, 
an  experienced  hand,  had  not  been  able  to  get 
hold  of  a  single  thing.  He  begged  of  me  to  give 
him  a  green-fly.  My  friend,  he  said,  would  have 
given  him  one,  but  the  fact  was  he  had  only  the 
one  he  was  using.  That  one,  although  almost 
chewed  out  of  existence  before  the  last  of  the 
twelve  fish  was  landed,  is  still  preserved,  as  well  it 
deserves  to  be.  The  other — for  two  were  all  I  gave 
my  friend— was  minus  the  barb  in  less  than  ten 
minutes,  from  having  been  allowed  too  near  the 
pebbly  bank  (behind)  of  the  pool  on  which  a  start 
was  made  the  first  day. 

0  0  0-  0 

By  the  time  the  Colonel  had  landed  his  last  fish, 
bringing  our  catch  up  to  eight,  it  had  become  of 
little  use  to  fish  with  the  green-fly.  The 
lengthening  shadows  of  the  huge  mountains  to 
westward,  behind  which  the  sun  was  dipping, 
were  beginning  to  steal  over  the  pools.  The  light 
was  llxnkij  and  bad  for  fishing,  so  we  decided  on 
moving  leisurely  down  the  river  side  to  some  of 
the  lower  casts. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  pool  opposite  which 
our  trap  was  to  be  waiting  for  us  at  8.30,  we  saw 
several  fish  moving.  This  was  proof  to  us  that 


the  evening  rise  had  begun.  “I’ll  see  you  fish,” 
said  the  Colonel.  “  I  don’t  like  this  cast ;  the 
wading  is  wretched  and  the  fish  lie  so  far  out.” 
“  Well,  siuce  you  won’t  I  must,  I  suppose,”  was 
my  reply,  and  straightway  I  stepped  into  the 
water.  Beggarly  wading  it  was — very  deep,  among 
big  stones  jutting  out,  sloping  down  and  tumbled 
about,  with  great  holes  between  or  about  them  to 
be  carefully  guarded  against.  Away  far  out  all 
the  fish  showed,  coming  up  like  trout  when  on  the 
rise  for  fly.  A  long  cast  was  necessary,  a  cast 
which,  from  the  high  bank  being  so  near  me,  I  had 
to  switch.  After  getting  out  the  requisite  length  of 
line,  I  put  my  fly  far  over  beyond  the  slack  water 
into  the  stream,  when  instantly — the  very  moment 
it  lighted — a  fish  had  it.  Had  I  him  ?  No,  he 
was  off  I  Again  the  Blue  Charm  went  over  to 
the  stream,  and  again  a  fish  was  at  it,  but  off  he 
too  went  like  the  first  one.  In  ten  minutes,  during 
which  I  did  not  wade  more  than  as  many  yards,  I 
had  hooked  and  lost  six  fish.  This  was  most  pro¬ 
voking.  But  another  turn  of  the  pool  I  would 
have,  when  I  would  pursue  different  tactics.  I 
would  strike  rapidly  the  moment  the  fish  were 
seen  to  show.  This  I  did  in  going  over  the  pool 
afresh,  when  of  four  that  rose  I  hooked  and 
landed  three.  Had  I  struck  instantly  the  fish 
showed  the  first  time  I  went  over  the  cast,  what 
might  my  success  have  beer?  ?  I  rued  the  folly 
of  waiting  till  I  felt  them.  The  fly  at  the  end  of 
so  long  a  line  out,  which  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
taut,  got  drowned  or  turned  head  up  stream  as  it 
was  swept  by  the  swift  current  into  the  dead 
water,  on  the  edge  of  which  the  fish  rose.  I  saw, 
when  only  too  late,  that  in  the  circumstances  itwas 
necessary  to  strike,  and  that,  too,  smartly,  the 
very  instant  there  was  any  sign  of  a  fish  coming. 

The  sharp,  hard-run  stream  lower  down  yielded 
to  the  Colonel  three  pretty  grilse  in  quick  succes¬ 
sion,  after  which  we  were  quite  content  to  give  up 
till  a  new  day,  having  between  us  secured  four¬ 
teen  fish,  eight  on  the  green-fly  in  the  blazing 
hot  afternoon,  and  six  on  the  Blue  Charm  during 
the  evening  rise.  Old  Kenneth  was  well  pleased 
for  once,  and  it  amused  us  not  a  little  when  he 
declared  with  solemn  gravity  that  he  was  about 
sure  he  could  not  have  done  much  better  himself. 


SPORT  ON  THE  PASVIG  RIVER, 
NORWAY. 

The  Pasvig  river  rises  in  the  large  inland  lake 
of  Enare,  the  area  of  which  is  not  less  than 
four  hundred  miles.  As  no  other  rivers  take 
their  source  from  this  lake,  it  may  readily  be 
supposed  that  the  mass  of  water  in  the  Pasvig 
Elv  must  be  very  great.  I  do  not  consider  it 
to  be  less  than  in  the  Tana,  the  Alten,  or  the 
Namsen.  Its  total  length  from  its  source  to  the 
mouth  is  about  seventy  miles,  and  along  the 
whole  of  this  distance  it  forms  the  boundary 
between  Norway  and  Russia.  It  abounds  in 
fosses,  the  largest  of  which  is  about  two  miles 
from  the  sea,  and  which  forms  an  impassable 
barrier  to  the  further  progress  of  salmon.  The 
best  fishing  is  immediately  under  the  foss.  By 
the  erection  of  salmon  ladders,  or  by  mining 
operations,  the  obstacle  might  easily  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  thus  the  salmon  might  have  free 
access  even  up  the  very  source  of  the  river  in 
Enare  Lake.  Would  it  not  be  worth  Messrs. 
C.  &  W.’s  while  to  accomplish  this  ? 

The  extent  of  the  fishing  there  is  not  more 
than  one  mile,  and  not  too  remote  from  the  sea 
for  one  to  perceive  the  influence  of  the  tide. 
The  river,  too,  abounds  with  seals,  that  may 
often  be  seen  under  the  very  foss  itself,  where 
they  resort  to  regale  themselves  with  a  dish  of 
fresh  salmon. 

In  this  river,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  the 
Finmarken  rivers,  the  salmon  are  extremely 
fat  and  well-flavoured.  They  are  often  taken 
up  to  401b.  in  weight,  and  even  more.  The 
best  times  for  fishing  are  from  seven  to  eleven 
p.m.,  and  from  one  to  six  a.m.  From  eleven 
to  one  at  night  all  nature  reposes,  though  the 
sun  is  still  brilliantly  shining.  Fowl  and  fish, 
man  and  beast,  are  asleep  ;  only  the  ever-busy 
mosquito  is  wide  awake  and  on  the  alert.  The 
river  can  only  be  fished  from  a  boat ;  and  a  stout 
rod,  strong  tackle,  and  large  flies  are  necessary. 

But  as  the  salmon  fishing  is,  as  I  said,  hired  at 
all  events  till  tbe  middle  of  August,  when  the 
shooting  season  sets  in,  let  us  explore  further  up 


the  river  and  see  what  sport  is  to  be  found  there. 
For  such  a  trip  a  good  supply  of  provisions,  a 
few  cooking  utensils,  fishing  rod,  gun,  a  good  dog, 
and  a  tent  are  the  principal  requisites  ;  and  as  the 
whole  journey  is  accomplished  in  a  boat,  it  is  an 
easy  matter  to  take  with  one  whatever  is 
necessary,  even  to  your  wife  and  family,  if  you 
like. 

South  Yarauger  does  not  boast  of  any  very 
lofty  mountains,  but  after  ascending  the  river  to  a 
distance  of  about  seven  English  miles,  by  clamber¬ 
ing  up  one  of  the  nearest  heights  a  most  imposing 
view  is  presented  to  the  eye.  To  the  north,  south, 
east  and  west  an  interminable  sea  of  pine  forest 
clothes  the  surface  of  the  ground,  through  which 
the  Pasvig  river  winds  its  way  in  its  course  to¬ 
wards  the  sea.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  this 
is  under  the  seventieth  parallel  of  latitude,  which 
in  the  other  hemisphere  traverses  the  barren  and 
ice-bound  regions  of  Disco  Island  and  Boothia 
Felix,  it  cannot  fail  to  attract  the  attention  and 
rivet  the  interest  of  the  contemplative  mind.  As 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach  the  configuration  of  the 
ground  is  composed  of  low,  billowy-formed  ridge3, 
pine-clad  to  their  very  tops. 

Though  I  have  visited  Finmarken  for  several 
years  for  sporting  purposes,  and  flatter  myself  I 
am  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  it,  yet  I  had  no 
idea  that  in  this  Ultima  Thule  of  the  north  there 
was  such  an  extensive  tract  of  forest.  The  further 
one  penetrates  up  the  river,  the  more  compact 
and  thick  does  the  forest  become ;  every  little 
promontory  is  occupied  by  trees,  many  of  them  of 
large  size,  where  the  sound  of  the  woodman’s  axe 
has  seldom  or  never  been  heard.  Every  here  and 
there  patches  of  the  light,  graceful  birch  are  inter¬ 
spersed  among  the  dark  melancholy  pines,  afford¬ 
ing  a  pleasing  relief  to  the  eye.  But  enough  of 
the  trees. 

The  Pasvig  river  differs  from  most  other  rivers 
in  this  respect,  that  it  consists  more  of  a  con¬ 
tinuous  series  of  lakes,  connected  by  a  short  length 
of  river,  than  anything  else.  If  I  mistake  not, 
from  its  source  in  Enare  Lake  to  its  mouth  it 
forms  about  twelve  lakes,  of  which  one  or  two  are 
from  seven  to  ten  miles  in  length.  There  is  thus 
far  more  of  the  lake  than  the  river  character  in 
this  stream.  In  hardly  any  part  does  it  run  along 
its  bed  (as  a  river  ought  to  do)  to  a  greater  length 
than  a  mile  ;  then  it  widens  out  again  into  a  lake. 
It  is  navigable  along  its  whole  extent  in  river 
boats  peculiar  to  Finmarken  and  Swedish  Lap- 
mark.  These  boats  are  managed  by  two  men,  one 
in  the  bows  and  the  other  in  the  stern.  In  going 
up-stream  they  keep  the  boat  as  close  in  shore  as 
possible,  in  order  to  avoid  the  currents  ;  and 
when  the  current  becomes  too  rapid,  or  a  foss  pre¬ 
vents  their  further  progress,  the  boat  is  dragged 
ashore  and  rollers  are  put  under  it,  so  that  it  is 
easily  transported  overland  to  the  other  side,  when 
it  is  again  launched.  The  passage  up-stream  is 
of  course  considerably  lightened  on  account  of  the 
numerous  lakes.  The  sternmost  man  is  tho 
manager.  It  is  his  duty  to  steer,  and  hold  tho 
boat  straight  in  the  middle  of  the  foaming  water 
till  his  companion  in  front  has  got  a  fresh  hold, 
and  then,  with  their  united  strength,  the  boat  is 
shoved  ahead.  Their  dexterity  is  surprising.  I 
have  often  wondered  bow  they  possibly  could 
drive  a  boat  up  such  rapid  currents.  Going 
down  stream  the  passage  is  of  course  rapid,  and 
often  far  more  so  than  the  inexperienced  tourist 
may  altogether  approve  of.  Once  or  twice,  at 
some  of  the  worst  places,  I  got  them  to  put  me 
ashore,  so  that  I  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  admiring  their  skilfulness  in  shooting 
the  rapids.  Arrow-like  the  boat  darts  along, 
dashing  the  foam  all  around  it.  Every  moment 
I  expected  to  see  them  come  into  collision  with 
some  projecting  rock  or  sunken  breaker  ;  but  they 
knew  their  work  too  well,  and  by  a  skilful  twist 
or  turn  the  danger  was  avoided,  and  on  they 
rushed  in  triumphant  speed.  It  is  seldom  any 
accident  occurs. 

The  most  beautiful  of  tho  six  fosses  of  tho 
Pasvig  river  is  “  Manniko-koski,”  or  the  “  Fir- 
wood  Foss.”  The  lake  immediately  above  it, 
too,  has  the  name  of  “  Manniko-jiirvi,”  or  the 
“  Firwood  Lake  ” — a  title  it  richly  deserves,  as 
its  banks  are  thickly  covered  with  pine.  The 
only  living  object  we  saw  along  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  with  the  exception  of  sundry  birds,  was  a 
stray  reindeer,  which  we  startled  on  suddenly 
rounding  a  bend  iu  the  shore.  At  once  it  plunged 
into  the  fqrest,  but  ^lmo.st  immediately  emerged 
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from  it  again,  and  after  regarding  us  with  a 
mingled  air  of  curiosity  and  surprise,  quietly 
trotted  off  once  more  and  was  lost  to  view  among 
the  dark  pines.  Manniki*  Lake  is  contracted 
into  a  funnel-like  shape  at  its  northernmost  ex¬ 
tremity,  and  here  the  current  is  extremely  swift, 
and  the  surface  of  the  water  as  it  swirls  along 
quite  smooth  and  unbroken  till  one  comes  to 
Mannikii-koski,  or  foss,  which,  though  boasting 
of  no  great  height,  is  at  least  eight  hundred  feet 
in  width.  The  fall  of  water,  as  it  rushes  on  im¬ 
petuously,  is  broken  by  about  a  dozen  small 
rocky  islands  on  which  a  few  tall  fir  trees  are 
growing.  At  the  foot  of  this  low  but  broad  foss, 
the  river  forms  an  immensely  large  and  nearly 
circular  basin,  whence  it  hurries  along  as  if  with 
renewed  vigour,  fretting  and  foaming  in  its  course 
into  the  next  lake.  When  one  has  reached  this 
lake  the  large  basin  under  the  upper  fall  is  no 
longer  visible.  On  turning,  therefore,  one's  face 
to  look  behind  after  a  rapid  passage  down,  it 
seems  almost  as  if  the  foss  had  been  lengthened 
out,  and  reached  from  the  upper  lake  down  to  the 
second.  And  if,  for  instance  (as  was  the  case 
with  us),  one  of  the  party  remains  behind  to  fish 
in  the  upper  basin,  his  companions  below  can  see 
neither  the  boat  nor  his  boatman,  but  the  figure 
of  the  fisherman  only  standing  upright  in  his 
boat,  and  to  all  appearance  quietly  walking  about 
in  the  middle  of  the  foaming  current. 

Thus  this  kind  of  landscape  is  presented  for 
about  seventy  miles  along  the  river.  It  would  be 
a  capital  place  for  anyone  to  go  and  settle  in.  If 
ever  necessity  should  compel  me,  I  would  certainly 
rather  pitch  my  tent  on  the  banks  of  the  Pasvig 
river  than  in  Canada  or  in  New  Brunswick.  I  am 
only  surprised  that  large  and  flourishing  colonies 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

go  a  long  time  without  breaking  their  fast  again, 
far  longer  than  most  Englishmen  at  least.  If 
ever  an  opportunity  should  occur,  I  should  like  to 
send  a  Fin’s  stomach  for  dissection.  I  believe  they 
would  be  found  to  consist  of  a  number  of  cells 
like  a  camel’s.  —  From  “  Sketches  of  Life,  Scenery 
and  Sport  in  Norway,”  by  N.  li.  Barnard,  B.A . 
London,  “Field”  Office. 


are  not  to  be  found  there,  for  there  are  all  the 
ingredients  of  wealth — magnificent  forests  of 
noble  pine  ;  easy  transport  for  the  timber  down 
the  river  into  a  fjord  which  is  never  frozen  over  ; 
and  besides  all  this,  in  several  spots  the  soil  is  of 
a  peculiarly  rich  and  fertile  nature,  well  adapted 
to  support  a  few  head  of  cattle.  In  addition  to 
this  the  freshwater  fishery  would  afford  the 
colonist  a  sure  and  abundant  supply.  There  are 
few  things  I  would  like  better  than  to  own  this 
said  Pasvig  river  and  a  good  breadth  of  its  sur¬ 
rounding  forest  land.  First  of  all,  I  would  give 
the  salmon  free  access  to  the  very  source  of  the 
river,  and  would  thus  own  a  salmon  stream  second 
to  none  othtr  in  the  world.  But  I  must  not 
indulge  in  dreams ;  rather  let  me  continue  with 
my  description  of  the  river  and  its  belongings. 

Trout,  grayling,  and  gwynniad  are  abundant. 
Hyper  are  numerous,  while  the  wild  swan  and 
goose  hatch  their  broods  along  its  banks.  Besides 
ryper  (which  are  plentiful  on  the  open,  heather- 
covered,  swampy  ground)  the  capercailzie  is 
frequently  to  be  met  with.  Altogether  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  place  in  the  whole  of  Norway 
better  calculated  to  endear  itself  to  the  fisherman 
and  sportsman  for  a  few  months’  sojourn  than 
this.  Thus,  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  end 
of  July,  he  will  pay  his  almost  undivided  attention 
to  the  salmon  and  trout,  and  will  after  that  be 
able  to  enjoy  some  excellent  grouse  shooting,  and 
top  up  with  reindeer  hunting  on  the  high  grounds 
near  Enare  Lake. 

A  year  or  two  ago  I  formed  one  of  a  party  that 
was  bound  on  a  tour  of  exploration  up  the  Pasvig. 
As  none  of  my  companions  were  very  skilful  with 
the  rod  aud  line,  I  took  upon  myself  the  office  of 
supplying  our  menage  with  fresh  fish.  This  was, 
as  a  rule,  a  far  easier  ta,sk  to  perform  than  to  pro¬ 
cure  animal  food  before  the  middle  of  August  (as 
ryper  are  protected  by  the  game  laws  till  the 
fifteenth  of  that  month),  and  it  was  therefore  only 
to  ducks,  snipe,  and  woodcock  that  we  were  able 
to  devote  our  attention.  But  directly  the  shooting 
season  commences,  ryper  may  be  killed  in 
abundance.  Meanwhile,  nolens  volens,  I  was 
fisherman  for  the  party.  To  give  your  readers 
some  faint  idea  of  the  sport  to  be  had  there,  I  can 
only  say  that  frequently  in  the  short  space  of  one 
hour  I  have  been  able  to  catch  enough  trout  and 
grayling  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  nine  hungry  men 
for  a  whole  day  ;  and  when  I  state  further  that 
six  out  of  this  number  were  Fins,  whose  stomachs 
can  conveniently  contain  at  least  three  times  the 
amount  of  any  ordinary  hungry  individual’s,  it  will 
be  ackno-wledged  that  there  must  be  tolerably 
good  trout  fishing  in  the  Pasvig  river.  To  do  the 
Fins  justice,  however,  I  will  say  for  them,  that 
when  once  they  have  got  a  stomachful  they  can 


SIR  THOMAS  DICK, LAUDER,  BART., 
AS  AN  ANGLER. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

It  is  nearly  half  a  century  since  Sir  Thomas 
Dick  Lauder  wielded  the  pen,  and  his  noble  and 
commanding  form,  long  rich  fair  hair,  happy  blue 
eyes,  and  cheery  voice  were  by  the  side  of  those 
Scottish  rivers  he  loved  so  dearly.  As  the  author 
of  “  The  Moray  Floods,”  “  The  Wolfe  of  Baden- 
och,”  &c.,  his  name  is  familiar  to  many  literary 
men  ;  and  his  delightful  descriptions  of  the  rivers 
he  knew  so  well,  which  appeared  in  lait's  Maga¬ 
zine,  remain  engraved  upon  the  memory  of  those 
who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  read  them. 

And  yet  how  few  followers  of  the  gentle 
craft  to-day  are  aware  what  an  ardent  angler  he 
was,  and  how  powerful  his  descriptions  of  angling 
and  angling  incidents  were.  The  whole  of  his 
writings  are  interesting,  but  his  references  to 
angling  are  particularly  pleasing  to  me,  and,  pro¬ 
bably,  will  be  to  you,  my  readers,  because  we  are 
anglers  ourselves. 

Perhaps  I  am  stupid,  but  somehow  I  always 
ohinka  deal  more  of  an  author  if  he  occasionally  re¬ 
fers  to  our  peaceful  pastime  in  his  writings;  and  my 
admiration  increases  with  his  power  of  describing 
ihe  lovely  scenery  amidst  which  our  pastime  is 
pursued,  and  the  enthusiasm  which  fills  the  soul 
of  every  honest  angler.  Can  it  be  wondered  at, 
ihen,  that  Sir  Thomas  commands  unlimited  ad¬ 
miration  on  my  part  when  he  writes  as 
follows : — 

“  The  smallest  burns  among  the  hills  connected 
with  the  Tweed  will  be  found  to  afford  panniers- 
ful  of  fine  trout  to  the  skilful  angler  who  knows 
when  to  take  their  streams  at  the  proper  time,  and 
in  the  right  condition  ;  and  there  are  few  plea¬ 
sures  of  the  simple  kind  which  can  excel  the  de¬ 
lights  of  wandering  alone  through  these  solitary 
wildernesses  of  heath — guided  by  the  thread  of 
the  little  stream  only,  and  dropping,  as  you  move 
onwards,  a  shortened  line  over  its  banks,  finding 
yourself  ever  and  anon  yoked  with  a  fish  that 
compels  you  in  prudence  to  give  him  somewhat 
of  his  own  way,  and  a  little  indulgence  in  the 
music  of  the  reel,  before  you  begin  to  think  of 
drawing  him  gently  near  you,  in  order  to  lay  your 
hands  upon  him.  How  agreeably  does  the  lid  of 
your  willow  basket  utter  its  peculiar  gently  creak¬ 
ing  sound,  in  welcome  to  the  panting  captive,  as 
you  open  it  to  insert  him  among  those  who  have 
been  placed  there  before  him  ;  and  all  this  occurs 
amid  the  solitude  of  Nature — the  bleat  of  a  lamb 
from  the  hill-side,  or  the  hum  of  a  bee  from  the 
heather  bell,  being  all  that  may  tell  of  the  vicinity 
of  animal  life.” 

Sir  Thomas  invariably  carried  his  sketch-book 
with  him,  and  it  was  often  brought  into  requisi¬ 
tion,  at  times  entirely  supplanting  the  rod,  as  the 
following  will  show.  Speaking  of  the  Cadon 
water,  which  flows  into  the  Tweed  a  little  below 
Clovenfords,  he  says  : — 

“  This  point  of  junction  used  to  be  a  favourite 
rendezvous  with  the  angler,  and  we  have  ourselves 
thrown  at  least  as  many  lines  into  the  streams  of 
the  Tweed  here  as,  if  arranged  in  pages,  might 
have  made  a  good  thick  volume.  But  the  water 
must  be  in  prime  condition  and  the  fish  in  a  par¬ 
ticularly  taking  humour  when  we  come  to  this 
part  of  the  river  to  enable  us  sufficiently  to 
abstract  ourselves  from  the  enjoyment  of  the 
exquisite  scenery  which  here  suddenly  bursts  upon 
us  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  the  requisite  attention 
to  rod,  line,  and  flies  to  secure  that  success  which 
every  angler  must  necessarily  desire.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Tweed,  and  well 
do  we  remember  the  day  when,  wandering  in  our 
boyhood  up  hither  from  Melrose,  we  found  our¬ 
selves  for  the  first  time  in  the  midst  of  scenery  so 
grand  and  beauciful.  The  rod  was  speedily  put 
up,  and  the  fly-book  was  exchanged  for  the  sketch¬ 
book.  We  wandered  about  from  point  to  point, 
now  and  then  reclining  on  the  grass,  and  some¬ 
times,  from  very  wantonness,  wading  into  the 
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shallows  of  the  clear  stream  ;  and  so  we  passed 
away  some  hours  of  luxurious  idleness,  the 
pleasures  of  which  we  shall  never  cease  to  re¬ 
member.” 

A  little  further  on,  speaking  of  a  visit  to  bt. 
Mary’s  Lake,  he  says  : — 

“  We  carried  fishing-rods  and  tackle  with  us, 
and  had  determined  to  devote  at  least  an  hour 
or  two  to  serious  angling,  but  the  beauty  and 
novelty  of  the  scenery  made  us  quite  unfit  to  do 
anything  of  the  sort,  or,  in  short,  to  do  anything 
but  enjoy  Nature.”  . 

Sir  SValter  Scott’s  description  of  this  lake  may 
well  be  quoted  here  : — 

“Thou  know’st  it  well— nor  fen  nor  sedge 
Pollute  the  clear  lake’s  crystal  edge ; 

Abrupt  and  sheer  the  mountains  sink 
At  once  upon  the  level  brink ; 

And  just  a  trace  of  silver  sand 
Marks  where  the  water  meets  the  land. 

Far  in  the  mirror  bright  and  blue  _ 

Each  hill’s  huge  outline  you  may  view ; 

Shaggy  with  heath,  but  lonely  bare. 

Nor  tree,  nor  bush,  nor  brake  is  there, 

Save  where,  of  land,  yon  slender  line 
Bears  thwart  the  lake  the  scattered  pine. 

•  •  •  *  * 

There’s  nothing  left  to  fancy's  guess— 

You  see  that  all  is  loneliness. 

•  •  •  *  * 

Your  horse’s  hoof -tread  sounds  too  rude, 

So  stilly  is  the  solitude.” 

What  a  delicious  abandon  Sir  Thomas  has  at 
times ! 

“  The  heat  was  so  intense  that  we  could  not 
exist  in  the  house,  and,  accordingly,  our  evenings 
were  spent  sitting  listlessly  on  the  terrace,  in 
watching  the  game  keepers  fishing  from  the  boats 
with  their  nets,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  lovely 
scene  and  balmy  air,  and  occasionally  puffing  a 
cigar  or  imbibing  a  refreshing  draught  of  hock 

and  soda-water.”  ,  „  , 

The  tale  of  the  little  parchment-faced  man  is 

capital.  Here  it  is  : — 

“  We  used  to  be  attended  in  former  days  by  a 
curious  parchment-faced  little  man  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Newstead,  called  Anderson.  He  was  a 
first-rate  angler,  and  although  he  used  to  be 
soaked  in  the  river  every  day  up  to  his  neck,  he  in¬ 
variably  appeared  on  the  ensuing  morning,  like  a 
wet  shoe  that  had  been  too  hastily  dried,  and  as 
if  he  had  been  shrivelled  up  into  a  smaller  com¬ 
pass  than  before.  This  was  probably  to  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  the  oceans  of  whiskey  which  he  poured 
down  his  throat  after  returning  from  the  river  to 
his  own  fireside  at  night.  We  well  remember  the 
risk  we  ran  in  fording  the  Tweed  at  some  distance 
below  the  Fly  Bridge,  when  the  river  was  too 
large  for  prudent  people  to  have  made  the  at¬ 
tempt.  Our  wetting  made  some  whiskey  neces¬ 
sary  on  our  reaching  a  small  inn  on  the  north 
shore,  and  there  Anderson  took  so  much,  that  by 
the  time  we  got  down  to  Dryburgh,  where  we 
meant  to  fish,  we  were  really  afraid  for  his.  life 
when  he  proceeded  to  crash  through  the  thicket 
of  trees  and  shrubs  that  closely  bordered  the 
river’s  edge,  in  order  to  dash  into  the  water  like  a 
poodle.  Out  went  his  line,  however,  and  at  the 
second  cast  it  was  twisted  in  ten  thousand  Gordian 
knots,  amidst  the  boughs  above  him.  He  was  a  fun- 
ously  passionato  littlo  man,  and  ho  stampod  in  tho 
water  and  raved  like  a  demon.  A  servant  climbed 
up  to  unravel  this  misfortune,  for  Anderson,  in  his 
then  blind  state,  could  not  have  done  it  in  a  whole 
week.  Right  glad  to  be  thus  assisted,  he  came 
ashore  and  sat  down,  and  poured  out  a  string  of 
execrations  on  the  Earl  of  Buchan  and  his  trees. 
“  What’s  the  use  o’  them,  I  should  like  to  ken, 
but  just  to  hank  our  lines  and  spoil  our  fishing  ; 
od,  an’  this  place  were  mine,  I  would  rugg  out 
every  buss,  and  fell  every  tree  upon  the  lands.” 
He  was  no  sooner  free  than  he  waded  in  to  a 
depth  that  was  very  perilous  in  his  then  whiskified 
condition,  and  almost  immediately  hooked  a 
salmon— and  really  when  he  and  the  fish  were 
safely  landed  together  we  felt  most  thankful,  for 
he  had  slipped  and  plunged  about  so,  that  we 
more  than  once  believed  that  rod,  line,  fish,  and 
man  would  have  gone  to  Berwick.” 

His  writings  are  enriched  with  anecdotes  ot 
many  famous  men  with  whom  he  associated. 
Speaking  of  the  propagation  of  salmon  and  trout, 

he  says ,  , 

“  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  one  which  perhaps 
our  gentle  readers  will  not  be  prepared  to  expect, 
that  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  infor¬ 
mation  that  we  ever  had  in  our  lives  from  any 
individual  on  the  subject,  we  received  at  a  private 
party  in  London,  from  the  lips  of  the  great  Daniel 
O’Connell.  He  got  upon  the  subject  of  Irish 
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lakes  and  Irish  rivers,  and,  with  a  fluency  which 
perfectly  astonished  us,  and  which  could  only 
have  arisen  from  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  he  gave  us  grand  and  beautiful,  though  rapid 
descriptions  of  their  scenery  ;  enumerated  all  the 
different  sorts  of  fish  that  inhabited  their  waters  ; 
entered  scientifically  into  the  composition  of  the 
various  flies  which  were  necessary  to  render  the 
angler  successful  indifferent  parts  of  the  country  ; 
enlivened  the  whole  with  episodical  anecdotes  of 
particular  days  of  angling ;  and  all  this  with  an 
enthusiasm  which,  whilst  it  was  full  of  poetical 
imagery,  was  no  whit  less  in  degree  than  if  he  had 
been  advocating  his  favourite  cause  of  justice  to 
Ireland.  The  party  was  an  exceedingly  small 
one,  assembled  at  the  house  of  an  official  friend, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  marked  by  the 
newspapers  as  one  in  which  some  important  poli¬ 
tical  plans  were  hatching,  whereas  not  a  word 
was  uttered  upon  the  subject.” 

Sir  Thomas  was  a  great  admirer  of  Thomson’s 
writings,  and  strongly  asserts  that  the  lack  of 
interest  among  the  readers  of  his  “  Seasons  ”  was 
due  rather  to  a  perversion  in  general  taste  than 
any  fault  in  Thomson’s  poetry  itself.  Many  of 
my  readers  may  not  even  know  the  name,  but  the 
following  powerful  description  of  the  fishing  for 
and  landing  of  trout  and  the  attendant  circum¬ 
stances  is  certainly  worth  reproduction  here  :  — 

“Now,  when  the  first  foul  torrent  of  the  brooks, 

.Swelled  with  the  vernal  rains,  is  ebbed  away  ; 

And,  whitening,  down  their  mossy-tinctured  stream 
Descends  the  billowy  foam,  now  is  the  time, 

While  yet  the  dark-brown  water  aids  the  guile, 

To  t;mpt  the  trout.  The  well  dissembled  iiy — 

The  rod,  fine  tapering  with  elastic  spring, 

Snatch’d  from  the  hoary  steed  the  floating  line, 

And  all  thy  slender  watery  stores  prepare  ; 

Rut  let  not  on  thy  hook  the  tortured  worm 
Convulsive  twist  in  agonising  folds, 

Which,  by  rapacious  hunger  swallowed  deep, 

(fives,  as  you  tear  it  from  the  bleeding  breast 
Of  the  weak,  helpless,  uncomplaining  wretch, 

Harsh  pain  and  horror  to  the  tender  hand  ! 

When  with  his  lively  ray  the  potent  sun 

Has  pierced  the  streams,  and  roused  the  finny  race, 

Then  issuing  cheerful  to  thy  sport  repair  : 

Chief  should  the  western  breezes  curling  play, 

And  light  o’er  ether  bear  the  shadowy  clouds. 

High  to  the  fount  this  day,  amid  the  bills 
And  woodlands  warbling  round,  trace  up  the  brooks  ; 
rr,1ie  next  pursue  their  rocky  channelled  maze 
D  iwn  to  the  river,  in  whoso  rmple  wave 
'A  iieir  little  naiads  love  to  spore  at  large. 

Just  in  the  dubious  point  where  with  the  pool 
Is  mix’d  the  trembling  stream,  or  where  it  boils 
Around  the  stone,  or  from  the  hollow’d  bank 
Reverted,  plays  in  undulating  flow, 

’•’here  throw,  nice  judging,  the  delusive  fly  ; 

And,  as  you  lead  it  round  in  artful  curve, 

With  eye  attentive  mark  the  springing  game. 

Straight  as  above  the  surface  of  the  flood 
They  wanton  rise,  or,  urged  by  hunger,  leap, 

Then  fix  with  gentle  twitch  the  barbed  hook ; 

Some  lightly  tossing  to  the  grassy  bank, 

And  to  the  shelving  shore  slow  dragging  some. 

With  various  hand  proportioned  to  their  force. 

If  yet  too  young,  and  easily  deceived, 

A  worthless  prey  scarce  bends  your  pliant  rod, 

Him,  piteous  of  his  youth,  and  the  short  space 
1  Lc  nas  enjoyed  the  vital  light  of  heaven. 

Soft  disengage,  and  back  into  the  stream 
Toe  speckled  captive  throw  ;  but,  should  you  lure 
From  his  dark  haunt,  beneath  the  tangled  roots 
Of  pendant  trees,  the  monarch  of  the  brook, 

Behoves  you  then  to  ply  your  finest  art. 

Fong  time  he,  following  cautious,  scans  the  fly, 

And  oft  attempts  to  seize  it,  but  as  oft 
The  dimpled  water  speaks  his  jealous  fear. 

At  last,  while  haply  o’er  the  shaded  sun 
Passes  a  cloud,  he  desperate  takes  the  death 
With  sullen  plunge  ;  at  once  he  darts  along, 

Deep  struck,  and  runs  out  all  the  lengthen  d  line. 

Then  seeks  the  farthest  ooze,  the  sheltering  weed, 

The  cavern ’d  bank,  his  old  secure  abode, 

And  flies  aloft,  and  flounces  round  the  pool, 

Indignant  of  the  guile.  With  yielding  hand 
That  feels  him  still,  yet  to  his  furious  course 
Gives  way,  you,  now  retiring,  following  now 
Across  the  stream,  exhaust  his  idle  rage. 

Till  floating  broad  upon  his  breathless  side, 

And  to  his  fate  abandoned,  to  the  shore 
You  gaily  drag  your  unresisting  prize.’’ 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Pisca¬ 
torial  Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Finking 
Oiizltee  by  Messrs  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Patent  Agents  and  Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane, 
Loudon,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys  for  the 
nroeuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  : — 

5,978. — Thomas  Hogg,  of  London,  for  “Improve¬ 
ments  in  coats  and  other  garments  especially 
suitable  for  shooting,  golfing,  fishing,  and 
athletic  purposes  generally.” 


Porall  Spawj — SlntlM  m-.v  be  ordered  at  once.  Hitches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  apparatus  required.'  Printed 
instruc'ions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  pisiage.  — J.  J.  Armistcad, 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries, 
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We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  good  trout 
fishing  (both  banks)  to  let  for  1892,  in  the  Midland 
or  Southern  Counties. 


A  correspondent  who  knows  says,  “Your  corre¬ 
spondent  Mr.  Moll  says  the  pike  have  not  begun 
spawning  in  his  district  yet ;  they  have  been  hard 
at  it  for  three  weeks.” 


A  correspondent  writes : — “  What  are  the 
Nottingham  authorities  doing  to  allow  stones  of 
dace,  weighing  from  3oz  to  6oz.,  to  be  offered  for 
sale  at  Radford,  in  several  of  the  fishmongers’ 
shops,  and  marked  at  4d.  per  lb.  ?  Surely  every 
fish  dealer  ought  to  know  by  this  time  that  it  is 
illegal  to  offer  fresh  water  fish  for  sale  during  the 
close  season.  These  fish,  no  doubt,  were  netted 
or  blown  by  the  Radford  fraternity  during  the  late 
rise  in  the  Trent.” 


Mr.  F.  Crofts,  of  46,  Sussex-street,  Notting¬ 
ham,  informs  us  that  he  can  supply  natural 
“  caddis  ”  bait  alive  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
and  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bag.  This  is 
the  grub  state  of  the  caddis-fly,  of  which  there 
are  over  150  different  species  in  this  country — 
some  large,  some  small,  some  browD,  some  black, 
and  all  more  or  Ie3s  moth  shape.  They  are  ex¬ 
cellent  things  in  any  trout  Btream.  We  have 
ordered  some  to  put  into  the  Wandle  to  cross  with 
the  natives. 


Our  correspondent,  “DuineMor,’’  writing  from 
one  of  the  western  islands,  says : — “  In  the  six 
days  just  passed  I  have  killed  eighty-one  sea 
trout  (all  fresh  run),  114 jib.,  besides  brown  trout. 
Monday,  one  and  a-half  hours,  only  time  even  a 
gentle  ripple,  five  sea  trout,  21^1b.,  best  fish,  8|lb., 
51b ,  3jlb.,  31b.,  If  lb.  (killed  mostly  on  No.  11, 
Stuart) ;  Tuesday,  sixteen  sea  trout,  281b.,  best 
fish,  7|lb.,2flb.,  2jlb.,  four  of  21b,  and  twoofl^lb. 
(No.  10  hooks) ;  Wednesday,  two,  21b.,  glaring  sun, 
hardly  tried  ;  Thursday,  eighteen,  241b.,  best  fish, 
51b.,  2|lb.,  2  j  lb  ,  fair  day;  Friday,  twenty-one, 
13jlb  ,  gale  of  wind,  sea  pools  ;  Saturday,  nine¬ 
teen,  ‘25f lb.,  best  fish,  lb  ,  4f lb.,  34l’b.,  31b., 
If  lb.,  from  2.20  to  5.50  only;  gale  in  morn¬ 
ing;  best  eighteen  fish,  65jlb.  :  best  ten.  481b. 
All  these  fish  were  killed  on  No.  11  or  No.  10 
hooks.  I  have  not  missed  or  lost  a  single 
good  fish,  and  that  may  account  for  my  success. 
The  fish  were  in  splendid  condition,  the  8flb.  fish 
being  the  finest  sea  trout  I  ever  saw;  I  killed 
three  that  day  weighing  16f lb.,  on  fine  gut  and 
No.  11  hooks  in  forty-five  minutes,  but  it  was  hard 
work  with  a  single  handed  rod  holding  them. 
Other  anglers  have  had  splendid  sport.” 


The  Marquis  of  Breadalbane  has  just  con¬ 
structed  within  the  grounds  of  Taymouth  Castle 
a  fish  hatchery,  capable  of  hatching  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  fish,  for  the  purpose  of  stocking 
Loch  Tay  and  the  other  lochs  on  his  estates.  The 
hatchery  is  complete  in  every  respect  ;  and  close 
by  a  pond  has  been  made,  the  sides  and  bottom 
of  which  are  lined  with  a  thick  layer  of  concrete, 
while  the  whole  is  covered  with  wire  netting,  of  a 
small  mesh,  thus  affording  protection  against 
vermin  from  all  quarters.  A  small  hatchery, 
which  was  erected  at  Taymouth  some  two  years 
ago,  proved  such  a  success  as  to  justify  the  experi¬ 
ment  being  carried  out  on  a  larger  scale.  Over 
fifteen  thousand  land-locked  salmon  were  hatched 
— the  ova  having  been  imported  from  America — 
and  these  have  been  distributed  over  the  lochs  in 
Breadalbane  and  Glenorchy.  The  present  under¬ 
taking  is  at  first  to  be  confined  to  trout,  but  the 
culture  of  home  salmon  is  contemplated,  should 
the  results  of  the  former  be  encouraging.  Several 
thousand  Loch  Leven  trout,  from  the  Howietoun 
Fishery,  Stirling,  have  already,  from  time  to  time, 
been  turned  into  Loch  Tay  by  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane  and  the  angling  clubs  at  Kenmore 
and  Killin,  and  the  reports  from  the  clubs  and  the 
hotels  on  the  lochside  show  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  each  year.  A  consignment  of  two  thousand 
yearlings  has  just  been  received  by  Lord 
Breadalbane  from  Howietoun,  and  distributed  as 
follows; — Fifteen  hundred  in  Loch  Tay;  two 
hundred  in  Loch  Frenchie ;  two  hundred  in 
Loch  Dochart.  and  one  hundred  in  Loch  an 
Bhe.. 


$ot£s  antr  <&umes 


The  Fisherman  and  the  Turbot.  —  Does  every 
reader  of  his  Walton  know  the  sequel  to  the  story 
of  the  fisherman  and  his  turbot  which  the  master 
tells '?  If  not,  it  is  worth  the  telling.  We  read 
that  a  poor  fisherman  presented  himself  before  a 
certain  nobleman  with  a  turbot,  which  he  had  just 
caught,  and  was  eagerly  asked  to  name  his  price 
for  the  fish,  as  it  was  the  noble’s  wedding  day,  and 
all  efforts  to  procure  fish  for  the  great  and  festive 
occasion  had  been  hitherto  in  vain,  in  consequence 
of  the  inclement  weather.  The  fisherman  de¬ 
manded  as  his  price  a  hundred  lashes  on  the  bare 
back  ;  and  in  spite  of  all  the  expostulations  of  the 
nobleman  and  his  guests  refused  stoutly  any  other 
terms.  (Here  Walton  breaks  off  as  not  knowing 
the  sequel.)  Finding  the  fisherman  obstinate,  a 
servant  was  ordered  to  lay  on  the  stripes,  but 
lightly,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  wedding  party. 
When  fifty  stripes  had  been  paid,  “  Held  !  ”  cries 
the  fisherman  “I  have  a  partner  in  this  business, 
and  it  is  but  right  he  should  have  his  share.” 
“  What !  ”  cried  the  astonished  noble,  “  are  there 
two  such  fools  in  the  world  ?  Let  him  be  called 
till  we  behold  him.”  “  You  have  not  far  to  go,” 
quietly  replied  our  hero ;  “  you  will  find  my 
partner  at  the  gate,  in  the  person  of  your  own 
porter.  lie  would  not  let  me  pass  with  my  fish  till 
I  promised  him  half  of  whatever  I  should  get  for 
it.  So  now  it  is  his  turn  !  ”  Loud  were  the  ex¬ 
clamations  of  admiration  of  the  fisherman’s  cun¬ 
ning  and  humour,  and  the  unfortunate  porter  was 
quickly  brought  ia  aud  had  his  share  with  tho 
strictest  justice.  Of  course,  his  dismissal  fol¬ 
lowed  in  due  course,  and  the  fisherman  was  taken 
into  the  lord’s  service,  where  he  soon  rose  to  the 
position  of  head  water  bailiff  and  poacher,  aud 
reared  a  large  family  worthy  of  such  a  sire. — 
Mona. 


Capture  of  a  Fine  Otter.  —  Henry  John 
Wilder,  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  Maidenhead, 
Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames  ADgliDg  Association, 
and  son  of  tho  veteran  Harry  Wilder,  havirg 
found  at  Boulter’s  Weir  on  Apri'l  1st  the  head  and 
tail  parts  of  a  71b.  trout,  aud  on  April  8th  por¬ 
tions  of  six  pike,  probably  weigbiug  31b.  to  4lb. 
each,  and  attributing  this  to  the  depredations  of 
an  otter,  set  some  traps.  On  Sunday  morning 
last,  on  going  to  the  trap,  Wilder  found  a  fiuo 
male  otter,  weighing  23lb.  and  measuring  3rt.  7iu. 
from  tip  of  nose  to  end  of  tail,  caught  by  one  of  its 
hind  lego.  It  was  nearly  dead,  and  Wilder  at  once 
despatched  it,  and  the  matter  was  on  Monday 
morning  formally  reported  to  the  secretary  of  the 
association,  Mr.  C.  H.  Ricks. 


Black  Bass. — You  are  at  liberty  to  give  any 
one  my  address,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
every  information  regarding  fish  and  fiihing  in 
this  part  of  Canada  (Sowerby,  Algama).  Slay 
aud  June  are  the  best  months  for  salmon  trout. — ■ 
G.  F.  Dyer. 


A  Protest  against  Sunday  Fishing.— A  re¬ 
markable  scene  was  witnessed  recently  at  St. 
Ives,  Cornwall.  About  twenty  east  country  boats 
put  into  the  bay  with  a  large  quantity  of  fish  that 
had  been  caught  at  sea,  their  intention  being  to 
land  them  for  despatch  by  rail.  The  crews  were 
met,  however,  by  a  large  number  of  St.  Ives 
fishermen,  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  Sunday 
fishing,  and  who  refused  to  allow  the  fish  to  be 
landed.  The  east-country  men  were  obliged,  in 
consequence,  to  remain  in  the  bay  for  some  time, 
but  were  eventually  able  to  land  their  fish  at 
Hayle,  where  in  tho  meantime  the  buyers  had 
gone  to  await  their  arrival.  There  was  fortu¬ 
nately  no  disturbance,  as  the  strangers,  in  face  of 
the  local  demonstration,  made  no  attempt  to  land 
their  fish  at  St.  Ives.  There  was,  however,  con¬ 
siderable  excitement  among  the  fishing  population, 
until  after  the  east-countrymen  had  taken  their 
departure. 


A  Note  from  Devonshire.— The  records  of  the 
late  storm  are  not  yet  complete.  Our  Stratton 
correspondent  writes  that  on  Saturday  he  went  on 
a  fishing  expedition,  and  passed  through  tho  nar¬ 
row  by-road  leading  from  Thurlibeer  to  Buttsbeer, 
in  the  parish  of  Launcells,  and  his  road  at  on© 
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point  was  still  blocked  by  a  mass  of  snow  nearly 
4ft.  deep.  Thorns,  hazels,  and  ash  plants  on  the 
hedge  sides  have  been  torn  bodily  out  by  the  roots 
by  the  weight  of  snow  which  rested  upon  them  ; 
and  other  bushes  have  been  forced  into  hori¬ 
zontal  attitudes,  so  that  those  on  opposite  sides 
meet  over  the  centre  of  the  road.  At  places  the 
pedestrian  has  to  push  them  aside,  and  at  others, 
should  they  retain  their  present  position  a  few 
weeks  longer,  leafy  arches  will  be  formed.  Our 
correspondent  adds  that,  though  it  was  cold  on 
Saturday,  there  was  a  fair  hatch  of  fly — Blue 
Uprights  ;  and  the  trout  for  an  hour  or  two  were 
fairly  on  the  feed.  The  severity  of  the  season  has 
had  its  effect  on  them,  and  they  are  still  in  back¬ 
ward  condition  for  the  middle  of  April.  Anglers 
would  do  well  to  restrain  their  impatience  a  bit 
longer,  and  take  their  favourite  recreation 
sparingly,  remembering  that  the  fish,  weight  for 
weight,  will  be  worth  double  in  a  month’s  time. — 
Western  News.  _ 


Tiie  English  Lake  District  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation. — This  association,  of  which  Lord  Edward 
Cavendish  is  president,  and  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Roberts,  of  Manchester  (vice-president  of  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association),  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  has  been  formed  for  the  following  pur¬ 
poses:— To  improve  the  fishing  in  Windermere 
and  all  other  lakes,  tarns,  and  rivers  in  the  dis 
trict  over  which  the  association  can  obtain  con¬ 
trol  ;  to  obtain,  upon  terms  already  agreed,  all 
rights  of  netting  in  Windermere,  so  that  any 
future  netting  (if  any)  will  be  controlled  by  the 
association  ;  to  stock  the  waters,  in  which  the 
association  have  a  right  of  fishing,  with  salmon, 
trout,  white  trout,  char,  and  such  other  fish  as  may 
be  deemed  desirable,  and  for  this  purpose  to  estab¬ 
lish  hatcheries  and  rearing  grounds,  and  to  pur¬ 
chase  young  fish ;  to  employ  managers,  watchers, 
and  others,  for  raising  and  protecting  young  fish 
and  spawning  fish,  for  making  such  use  of  the 
nets  vested  in  the  association  as  the  committee 
may  determine,  and  for  the  capture  of  pike  and 
any  other  hurtful  fish  ;  to  combine  with  the  con¬ 
servators  of  the  district  in  carrying  out  the  objects 
of  the  association  ;  and  to  purchase  or  rent  boats 
and  nets,  to  dispose  of  fisb,  and  to  do  all  things 
advisable  in  the  interests  of  the  association.  It 
is  confidently  believed  that  the  action  of  the  as¬ 
sociation  will  result  in  so  far  improving  the  fish¬ 
ing  in  Windermere  as  to  make  it  equal  to  any  of 
the  Scotch  lochs,  and  that  the  tarns  and  rivers 
in  the  district,  if  properly  preserved,  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  excellent  sport. 


The  two  following  letters  on  “Frozen  Fish” 
appeared  in  Nature: — “  Mr.  F.  H.  P.  Coste  ( ante , 
p.  516)  supplies  the  reference  to  the  statement  I 
had  in  memory  as  to  ‘  one  of  the  Arctic  voyages  ’ 
(ante,  p.  440),  and  my  necessarily  imperfect  quo¬ 
tation  does  not  materially  differ  from  the  actual 
statement.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Turle's  letter 
(ante,  p.  464),  I  would  remark  that  my  words, 

‘  comparatively  shallow  ’  water?,  were  not  in¬ 
tended  to  apply  to  ‘  two  feet  of  water,’  and  I 
would  suggest  that  the  innumerable  sticklebacks 
embedded  in  the  ice,  and  which  did  not  revive, 
were  probably  dead  (from  suffocation)  before  they 
became  so  embedded.  Jt  is  well  known  that  in¬ 
sects  which  habitually  hibernate  as  larvae  or  pupae 
do  not  suffer  from  being  frozen  for  a  lengthened 
period.  On  the  other  hand,  they  suffer  greatly  in 
‘  open’  winters  with  frequent  alternations  of  wet, 
warmth,  and  cold.  Therefore,  from  an  entomo¬ 
logical  point  of  view,  the  season  of  1891  promise  s 
to  be  an  unusually  productive  one.  It  is  not  m 
iatention  to  return  to  this  subject. — R 

McLachlan.’’ 

“  In  a  letter  appearing  under  the  above  headin 
•  iu  your  last  issue,  the  writer  asks  for  well  authen¬ 
ticated  instances  of  the  recovery  of  frozen  insects. 
All  climbers  have,  at  one  time  or  auother,  met 
with  butterflies  lying  frozen  on  tbe  snow,  on 
Alpine  passes,  and  many  persons  have  brought 
down  some  of  these  insects,  which,  on  reaching 
the  warmth  of  the  lower  regions,  invariably 
recover  animation,  though  when  picked  up  they 
are  so  completely  frozen,  and  consequently  so 
brittle,  that  they  break  to  pieces  unless  carefully 
handled.  I  have  frequently,  when  climbing, 
placed  thes9  frozen  butterflies  on  my  hat,  and,  on 
descending,  have  noticed  them  always  fly  away. 
It  must  often  have  been  a  considerable  time  from 
the  frozen  stage  till  reoovory. — E.  M  ain.” 
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Is  there  any  truth  in  the  statement  that  a 
certain  poet  who  advertised  himself  as  being  able 
to  supply  lines  for  any  occasion,  was  asked  by  an 
old  fisherman  to  send  one  on  approval  strong 
enough  to  hold  a  porpoise  ? 

This  week  brings  me  news  from  that  capital 
angling  centre,  Newbury.  Four  or  five  years  ago 
a  few  large  grayling  were  turned  into  the  Lam 
bourne,  a  tributary  of  the  Rennet  and  famous 
trout  stream.  These  have  increased  and  multi¬ 
plied  to  such  an  extent  that  in  one  part  of  the 
water  the  owner  of  the  fishing  is  afraid  that  they 
may  crowd  out  the  trout,  so  has  allowed  the 
Newbury  Angling  Association  to  do  some  netting. 
The  netting  took  place  this  week,  with  the  result 
that  considerably  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  large 
grayling,  varying  from  a  pound  to  a  pound  and 
a-half,  were  turned  into  the  Rennet  below 
Newbury,  where  doubtless  they  will  afford  good 
sport  to  bottom  fishers.  Very  few  are  likely  to 
be  caught  with  the  fly. 

The  portion  of  the  Lambourne  preserved  by  the 
Newbury  Association,  and  for  which  season  tickets 
can  be  obtained  on  moderate  terms,  appears  to 
contain  a  good  supply  of  fish  this  year.  The  best 
fish  lie  usually  between  the  garden  of  the  Swan 
Inn,  where  anglers  do  much  resort,  and  the  rail¬ 
way  bridge,  but  in  May- fly  time  a  few  good  fish 
are  ofteiT  caught  between  the  bridge  and  the 
village  of  Shaw.  The  former  is  a  nice  open  piece 
of  water,  and  when  ruffled  by  a  breeze,  the  dry 
fly  is  not  au  essential  in  making  a  basket. 

A  friend  of  miue  who  was  landing  a  salmon 
while  his  wife  held  the  rod  pressed  too  hardly 
against  a  projecting  bough,  which  broke  and  let 
him  into  the  water.  What  do  you  think  his  wife 
said  ?  Did  she  scream  and  call  for  assistance  ? 
No.  Did  she  say  he  was  a  careless  fellow  for 
tumbling  in  ?  No.  Did  she  faint  or  go  into 
hysterics  ?  No  For  a  second  she  waited  to 
allow  time  for  the  water  to  run  out  of  him,  aud 
then  she  said  calmly,  “  Now  you  are  in,  Alfred, 
you  may  as  well  laud  that  fish.”  And  what  is 
more  he  did  land  it.  That's  a  true  story.  Few 
are.  _ 


A  friend  writes  me  :  “  I  caught  a  fair  number  of 
small  trout,  five  to  the  pouud,  at  Chagford.  It  is 
a  beautiful  place  and  a  lovely  stream,  apt,  I 
should  say,  to  get  very  low  iu  summer  water, 
clear  as  crystal,  and  the  trout  very  shy— never  saw 
them  more  so.  I  expect  the  stream  had  been 
whipped  to  death  at  Easter.  Three  miles  below 
Chagford  the  river  winds  through  a  deep  gorge 
wooded  from  top  to  bottom,  and  hard  to  fish  in 
consequence  ;  but  the  saplings  are  cut  in  places, 
and  the  others  are  good  to  hide  behind.  The 
water  is  rapid,  with  lovely  pools.  Small  March 
Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Grey  Quill,  and  Iron  Blue  they 
took  best.  The  local  flies  from  Exeter  I  did  not 
find  a  great  success,  perhaps  because  I  had  dis¬ 
carded  them  before  the  fish  came  on  well.” 


Here  are  two  river  stories,  and  therefore 
more  or  le3S  fishy.  The  corporal  rushed  up  to 
the  sergeant  and  informed  him  that  the  men 
had  halted  by  the  side  of  the  river .  The  sergeant 
was  an  absent  minded  man,  in  love  as  likely  as 
not,  and  he  replied,  “  Well,  let  them  fall  in.” 
The  other  story  is  also  of  the  river,  but  the 
chief  actor  in  it  was  a  member  of  the  navy,  in 
fact  no  less  a  person  than  tlie  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  At  the  same  time  he  was  not 
a  seafaring  man.  It  so  happened  that  he  took 
his  first  trip  down  the  Thames  in  rather  a  leaky 
vessel.  Noticing  the  men  at  work  at  the  pumps 
he  is  said  to  have  remarked  to  the  captain, 
“  Dear  me,  I  did  not  know  you  had  a  well  on 
board,  but  I  am  really  very  glad,  as  I  do  detest 
river  water.”  Dear,  simple-minded  old  gentleman. 


The  Loch  Vyrnwy  trout-stocking  experiment 
has  turned  out  a  decided  success.  As  in  mo3t 
lakes  which  have  never  or  rarely  been  fished,  the 
trout  are  taking  near  the  shore,  and  a  few  anglers 
have  fiahed  without  using  a  boat.  But  as  time 
goes  on,  and  anglers  at  the  rate  of  twenty  a  day 
rapidly  and  surely  educate  those  delightfully  un¬ 
sophisticated  trout,  it  will  probably  be  found  that 
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but  little  sport  will  be  obtained  without  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  a  boat.  The  price  of  a  fishing  ticket  for  a 
day  is  four  shillings,  and  to  this  has  to  bo  added  the 
cost  of  man  and  boat  and  hotel  expenses.  But, 
on  the  whole,  I  should  think  the  fishing  will  not 
be  found  so  expensive  as  Loch  Leven,  and  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  as  good.  So  far  anglers  have  taken 
from  five  to  a  dozen  fish  in  the  day,  averaging  a 
little  under  a  pound.  There  is  room  in  the  hotel 
for  over  twenty  guests.  The  trout  fishing  is  the 
result  of  half  a  million  fry  having  been  turned 
into  the  water  by  the  corporation  of  Liverpool 
some  two  years  or  more  ago.  Templar. 


FRESH- WATER  FISH. 

(Continued  from  page  213.) 

When  a  pond  has  been  fished,  it  is  always 
advisable  to  replace  three  or  four  pairs  of  the 
finest  carp,  for  as  they  get  older  they  cast  the 
finer  and  greater  quantity  of  spawn.  Moreover, 

I  should  recommend  gentlemen  who  may  form 
ponds  on  these  principles  to  keep  a  fish  stock- 
book,  as  in  the  course  of  time  the  comparisons 
would  prove  interesting,  and  show  that  this  system 
is  not  theoretical. 

Carp  attain  a  great  age,  and  if  properly  fed  and 
attended  to  increase  to  a  great  weight.  As  I 
before  stated,  on  my  friend’s  estate  at  Machern,  in 
Saxony,  there  are  twenty-two  ponds.  The  largest 
is  in  extent  twenty-seven  acres  ;  out  of  this  pond, 
in  October,  1822,  I  saw  the  two  largest  breeding 
carp  placed  in  the  scale,  and  their  united  weight 
amounted  to  nearly  1001b. ;  the  male  weighed 
481b.,  Saxon,  the  female  48ib.  Saxon  weight  is 
above  7  per  cent,  heavier  than  English.  Ia  1888 
these  carp  had  increased  in  size,  the  male  to  521b., 
Saxon,  the  female  to  55lb.  ;  such  my  friend 
stated  to  be  the  weight  when  I  last  saw  him  in 
1835.  It  is  a  rule  to  weigh  the  breeders  at  every 
draught.  In  the  same  year  I  was  present  at  the 
draught  of  my  friend’s  second  largest  pond,  which 
is  seventeen  acres  ;  the  produce  exceeded  4,0001b. 
weight  of  carp,  besides  tench  and  jack.  In  this 
pond  he  had  left,  for  four  previous  draughts, 
several  carp  for  breeding,  five  of  which  in  the 
scale  drew  1031b.,  Saxon  ;  the  largest  of  the  five, 
a  Spiegel  carp,  drew  alone  3Ulb.,  English  ;  the 
age  of  these  was  sixteen  years,  but  that  of  the 
two  in  tbe  largest  pond  could  not  be  correctly 
stated,  as  they  were  on  the  estate  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  it  some  fifty  years,  since.  These  fish  they 
treat  as  prize  fish,  and  consider  them  infinitely 
better  for  spawn  than  younger  ones.  As  carp  get 
older  they  do  not  increase  in  bodily  weight  in  pro¬ 
portion,  for  the  roe  and  milt  increasing  with  each 
year,  take  too  much  out  of  them ;  this  will 
account  for  the  difference  of  the  rapid  increase  of 
the  young  carp  compared  with  those  more 
advanced  in  years  ;  and  it  does  appear  to  me  that 
the  most  luxuriant  growth  of  the  carp  takes  place 
only  up  to  its  twentieth  year  ;  after  which,  from 
the  cause  before  named,  it  becomes  slower. 

Brood  carp  well  fed,  or  more  properly  not  over¬ 
stocked  in  the  ponds,  and  taken  in  the  autumn  of 
the  third  year  following,  will  generally  weigh 
from  3lb.  to  4lb. ;  in  six  years  from  81b.  to  101b. ; 
and  after  that  increasing  at  the  rate  of  ljlb.  to 
l^lb.  each  year,  until  they  arrive  at  nearly  30lb., 
when  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  fish  is  about 
twenty  years  old.  Some  grow  faster  than  others, 
especially  the  Spiegel  carp.  ^Vhen  fish  get  to 
nearly  the  last  mentioned  weight,  it  seems  as  if 
nature  then  intended  them  for  breeding  only,  and 
not  for  food,  as  they  are  hideously  coarse, 
whereas  a  101b.  well-fed  carp  is  a  great  delicacy. 

I  should  recommend  those  who  may  think  the 
weights  given  above  to  be  fabulous,  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Mr.  Pitman,  fishmonger,  Leadenhall  Market,  wLo 
has  a  stuffed  carp  that  came  from  Antwerp  or  the 
neighbourhood,  and  which  I  consider  had  attained 
the  age  of  eighteen  o:  twenty  years.  It  was  dead 
when  he  bought  it,  and  weighed  28-Ilb  ;  it  was 
moreover  out  of  coudition,  for  according  to  its 
length,  3ft.  4in.,  it  ought  to  have  drawn  at  least 
51b?  more.  Mr.  Pitman  is  extremely  well  versed 
in  piscatory  science,  and  is  not  only  a  connoisseur, 
but  invariably  collects  the  Imus  natural  of  his 
market,  to  enlighten  himself  and  the  cognoscenti. 
Moreover,  what  experience  he  possesses,  and  that 
is  not  a  little,  he  with  pleasure  imparts  to 
others  iu  a  very  unassuming  and  bland 
manner,  and  a  more  affable,  kind-hearted  person 
is  not  often  met  with. 

The  carp  is  a  particularly  shy  and  cautious  fieb» 
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wary  and  mistrustful  in  the  extreme  when 
obliged  to  hunt  for  food,  but  when  in 
stews  with  plenty  of  food  he  becomes  bold  and 
easy  of  acquaintance,  especially  when  petted  with 
food  agreeable  to  his  taste,  and  of  a  different 
quality  to  that  which  he  finds  in  his  store ;  in 
fact  by  repetition  he  becomes  so  tame,  that  in¬ 
stances  have  been  known  of  carp  taking  food  from 
the  hands  of  their  keeper. 

At  Charlottenburg,  the  summer  palace  of  the 
King  of  Prussia,  in  the  ornamental  waters  of  the 
domain,  are  a  large  number  of  carp,  which  are  so 
extremely  tame  that  they  come  to  the  surface  to 
be  fed  at  the  sound  of  a  bell.  The  keeper  has  his 
favourites,  and  it  is  said  that  there  are  some 
among  them  more  than  a  century  old.  Where 
carp  are  well  fed  they  may  be  seen  basking  in  the 
sun  on  the  surface  of  the  water  during  the  hot 
mouths  of  August  and  September,  and  sometimes 
rolling  about  like  so  many  porpoises  ;  they  will 
scarcely  retreat  at  the  approach  of  anyone,  and 
become  so  extremely  fat  in  stews  that  a  101b.  fish 
will  frequently  have  fat  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick 
on  his  sides,  especially  those  of  the  Spiegel  carp 
breed. 

Carp  and  tench  are  easily  conveyed  from  place 
to  place  during  the  months  of  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber,  or  fishing  season,  by  means  of  casks,  in  which 
there  must  be,  in  lieu  of  bung-hole,  a  hole 
sufficiently  large  to  admit  the  fish  without  bruis¬ 
ing,  and  that  must  be  left  open  for  air.  It  is  very 
rare  that  any  die  when  conveyed  in  this  manner, 
although  it  may  be  for  a  considerable  distance, 
especially  if  there  be  not  too  many  placed  in  the 
same  cask. 

Jack,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  very  tender  fish,  and 
extremely  susceptible  of  being  handled,  turns  up 
quickly,  and  if  not  speedily  removed  to  open  water 
or  home  stews,  pines,  sickens  and  dies.  Home 
stews  are  small  ponds  which  the  purveyor  keeps. 
They  are  generally  about  eight  or  ten  yards  square, 
and  serve  as  a  convenience  for  supplying  the 
market ;  or  if  on  a  gentleman’s  own  estate,  for  the 
supply  of  his  table,  so  as  not  to  over-stock  or  glut 
the  market  during  the  fishing  season,  as  all  ponds 
are  fished  in  the  autumn.  Carp  and  tench  at  that 
period  require  little  or  no  food,  so  does  it  not  so 
materially  matter  about  a  larger  number  being 
cramped  into  a  small  space ;  it  is,  however,  ad¬ 
visable  by  way  of  precaution  to  allow  a  current  of 
water  to  flow  through  it  for  fear  of  some  turn¬ 
ing  up. 

The  system  pursued  by  the  purveyor  when  he 
wants  a  supply  is  to  drop  a  net  (termed  a  wonder) 
of  large  dimensions  into  the  centre  of  his  stew, 
and  after  a  while  he  raises  it  again,  when  he  takes 
out  the  fish  suited  to  the  order  or  required  for  his 
market.  Some  few  he  keeps  in  wooden  tanks  full 
of  holes,  like  those  used  in  the  Thames  for 
flounders,  &c.,  by  which  he  saves  himself  much 
trouble  and  loss  of  time ;  but  it  must  be  re¬ 
membered  that  no  fish  ought  to  be  kept  longer 
than  a  week  in  such  tanks,  as  by  the  close  confine¬ 
ment  they  become  dull  and  lose  their  flesh.  Jack 
cannot  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time  in  home 
stews  if  ever  so  much  care  be  taken  of  them,  and 
even  with  a  full  flow  of  fresh  water  passing 
through  the  stew ;  carp  and  tench,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  keep  all  the  winter  without  receiving 
any  injury. 

In  fishing  the  ponds,  as  it  is  termed,  the  sluice 
or  floodgate  should  on  no  account  be  raised  too 
suddenly,  but  by  degrees,  so  that  the  water  may 
gradually  pass  away.  It  is  much  better  to  take 
several  days — say  a  week — for  the  purpose  than 
to  allow  a  rapid  discharge,  as  that  would  endanger 
the  next  succession  pond,  and  place  you  in  great 
difficulty  to  recover  the  store,  and  would,  more¬ 
over,  bruise  the  stock.  By  slowly  removing  the 
water  the  whole  stock  approaches  the  sluice-deep, 
and  much  trouble  is  spared  in  collecting  the  fish  ; 
whereas,  by  suddenly  discharging  the  water,  many 
fish  would  be  left  on  the  mud  in  various  parts  of 
the  pond  and  cause  them  to  turn  sick.  When  fish¬ 
ing,  you  ought  to  have  several  large  vats  (such  as 
tumips  are  washed  in)  filled  with  clean  water  to 
receive  the  fish  when  taken  from  the  pond.  The 
vat3  must  be  divided  into  three  sets,  and  as  the 
fish  are  taken  with  the  hand-nets  from  the  pond, 
they  must  be  placed  in  No.  1  to  cleanse  them  ; 
then  after  a  few  minutes  removed  to  No.  2  ;  and 
again  after  a  short  time  to  No.  3.  By  this  opera¬ 
tion  the  fish  become  clean  and  fair  for  the  scale, 
into  which  they  are  placed  from  the  No.  3.  When 
weighing  you  ought  always  to  allow  liberal  weight, 


giving  good  tare  and  tret ;  tare  for  the  fish  and 
tret  in  consequence  of  the  water  and  dirt.  From 
the  scale  they  are  placed  in  the  travelling  casks, 
as  before  described,  and  conveyed  to  the  home- 
stews.  Should  the  winter  prove  very  severe,  when 
the  surface  of  the  store-ponds  is  completely 
covered  with  ice,  the  best  plan  is  to  cut  round 
holes,  about  3ft.  in  diameter,  and  to  place 
therein  a  bundle  of  withes  or  straight  bushes, 
about  6ft.  long,  so  that  the  points  are  upper¬ 
most,  and  about  3ft.  out  of  the  water ;  this 
will  leave  a  sufficient  space  open  for  air,  as  the 
thickness  of  the  bushes  will  not  allow  the  centre 
to  freeze,  and  thus  the  fish  will  become  relieved. 
As  air  is  very  essential  for  the  stock,  all  ponds 
ought  to  be  ventilated  on  this  plan  during  frost. 
Where  only  one  pond  is  on  an  estate,  and  kept 
after  the  before-named  arrangement,  it  should  be 
fished  only  every  third  year.  The  fish  salesmen 
of  the  London  markets  all  agree  that  if  a  regular 
supply  of  live  fresh  water  fish  were  kept  up,  good 
prices  and  a  large  consumption  would  be  the 
result ;  as  it  is,  what  little  is  introduced  to  the 
markets  is  readily  purchased  by  the  Jews,  and 
during  the  season  of  Lent  by  the  Roman  Catholics. 
At  any  rate,  the  whole  system  of  stocked  fish¬ 
ponds,  arranged  as  I  have  described  in  this 
pamphlet,  must  be  productive  of  profit,  tending 
also  to  ^increase  the  quantity  of  sustenance  or 
food  at  a  cheap  rate  for  our  fellow-creatures, 
moreover  producing  a  gain  from  that  which  now 
constitutes  a  waste. 

To  make  choice  of  your  store  fish  for  stock,  you 
ought  to  have  nets  placed  at  certain  distances  in 
the  connecting  channel  or  ditch  between  the  ponds, 
so  that  you  can  take  and  select  the  finest,  which 
are  the  healthiest,  for  the  stock,  and  by  so  doing 
prevent  the  principal  of  the  brood  from  escaping 
to  the  next  pond. 

There  are  two  species  of  weeds  which 
are  requisite  in  your  ponds,  and  on  which  carp 
and  tench  spawn  :  the  one  is  Potamogeton  natans, 
or  broad-leaved  pond-weed,  sometimes  called 
tench-weed  ;  the  other  is  Ranunculus  aquatilis,  or 
water  crow-foot.  Against  the  former,  during  the 
period  of  casting  their  spawn,  they  rub  themselves, 
either  from  an  exciting  or  soothing  cause,  but  they 
invariably  discharge  the  ova  on  the  crow-foot, 
which  is  a  long  wiry  weed,  forming  at  intervals 
circles  of  fine  leaves ;  from  its  toughness  and  close 
foliage  it  protects  the  spawn  and  young  fry  from 
the  attacks  of  fish  of  prey.  I  think  it  is  by  means 
of  this  weed  that  wild  fowl  convey  different  species 
of  fish  from  one  pond  to  another,  in  consequence 
of  the  gelatinous  nature  of  the  ova  causing  them 
to  adhere  to  the  feathers  of  the  fowl  while  feeding, 
and  this  will  account  for  fish  being  found  in  waters 
where  none  of  the  sort  had  been  stored.  Wild 
fowl  are  particularly  fond  of  spawn  ;  they  destroy 
much  of  it,  and  seek  the  weeds  encumbered  with 
it.  It  is  among  these  weeds  that  the  fry  are 
partially  protected  when  they  emerge  from  the 
ova ;  for  like  everything  produced  from  creation’s 
lot,  in  the  early  stage  of  life  being  perfectly  help¬ 
less,  so  do  they  'swim,  or,  more  properly,  float 
about,  for  three  or  four  days,  with  the  shell  of  the 
ova  attached  to  them,  showing  a  similarity  to  the 
umbilical  cord  in  animals,  after  which  it  falls  off, 
and  then  the  brood  instinctively  move  in  a  shoal 
to  the  scours,  for  the  protection  against  other  fish 
afforded  by  the  shallow  water,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  its  being  warmer  and  of  lighter  weight  to 
their  small  frames.  It  is  during  the  first  move¬ 
ment  from  the  egg  that  fish  of  prey,  especially 
eels,  are  so  destructive  to  the  spawn-casts  ;  and  I 
have  seen  a  male  trout  trailing  over  and  around 
the  layer,  open-mouthed,  hunting  away  every 
other  fish  that  should  make  its  appearance,  solely 
to  gratify  his  voracious  appetite.  To  a  casual 
observer  it  would  appear  as  if  he  protected  the 
fry,  but  this  is  not  the  case,  as  he  does  not  even 
permit  the  spawner  to  approach  ;  and  were  pro¬ 
tection  the  object,  every  trout  stream  would  be 
swarming  with  millions  of  fry,  whereas  it  is 
difficult  to  keep  a  trout  stream  in  a  tolerably  well- 
stocked  state.  I  will,  however,  give  a  remedy 
which  will  well  repay  any  gentleman  for  the 
little  trouble  it  may  give  his  keeper.  Take  a  box 
such  as  I  have  described  under  the  head  of  stew- 
boxes,  and  fill  the  bottom  with  clean  good  gravel, 
not  too  large;  in  the  month  of  November,  or  a 
month  before  spawning,  place  in  the  box  a 
spawner  and  milter  of  good  size,  then  sink  it  in 
the  deep  stream  where  there  is  plenty  of  water, 
so  that  it  may  be  well  covered  during  the  period 


of  spawning,  and  when  the  fish  have  cast  take 
them  out  and  turn  them  adrift  into  the  river  ; 
then  move  the  box  into  shallow  water,  which, 
being  influenced  by  the  early  rays  of  the  sun,  will 
bring  forth  the  fry ;  keep  them  in  the  box  until 
they  are  about  half  an  inch  long,  then  turn  them 
out  on  the  shallows.  By  this  simple  process  no 
store  would  be  wanted,  and  the  trout  stream 
would  always  be  well  stocked.  I  have  diverged 
from  my  theme  of  fish  ponds,  but  I  trust  the  hint 
will  not  be  objected  to  by  my  readers. — From  “  A 
Treatise  on  Fresh  Water  Fish,1'  by  Gottlieb  Boocius. 


THE  DETERIORATION  OF  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  THE  NORTH. 

ITS  CAUSE  AND  REMEDY. 

It  is  only  but  too  patent  a  fact  to  those  visiting 
the  Dee,  Don,  and  other  of  our  northern  streams, 
who  pay  any  particular  attention  to  trout  fishing, 
that  neither  the  same  baskets,  nor  the  size  of 
trout,  are  now  attainable,  which  was  the  case  a 
dozen  years  or  so  ago.  It  is  high  time  that  this 
state  of  matters  was  looked  into ;  and,  if  it  be  not 
possible  to  look  to  the  legislature  for  immediate 
help,  surely  a  healthy  public  opinion  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  among  sportsmen  will  do  much  to  remedy 
the  evil. 

The  Dee  is  so  much  of  a  salmon  stream  that 
its  trouting  qualities  are  accordingly  very  much 
at  a  discount  with  the  majority  of  proprietors  and 
lessees ;  and,  besides,  since  the  general  introduc¬ 
tion  of  summer  salmon  angling,  which  is  of  com¬ 
paratively  recent  date,  the  trout  have  not  been  so 
much  in  demand,  and  accordingly  have  not  been 
so  much  missed.  In  former  years  salmon  angling 
on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches,  and  in  fact  all 
over,  ended  with  the  advent  of  May,  and  trouting 
was  all  the  sportsman  had  at  his  command,  with 
off  and  on  an  occasional  shy  at  the  grilse,  till  the 
autumn  tints  again  warned  him  to  be  on  the  look 
out  for  bigger  game.  Within  the  past  few  years, 
when  the  run  of  grilse  has  been  so  complete  a 
failure,  and  the  river  too  dead  low  for  salmon 
running,  trout  fishing  has  again  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  revived ;  but  the  poor  baskets,  and  the  com¬ 
paratively  few  fish  of  a  respectable  size,  make  it 
anything  but  an  encouraging  pastime  on  the  main 
river,  and  accordingly  the  mountain  streams  and 
glen  feeders  have  to  be  drawn  upon  when  a  day’s 
really  good  sport  is  desired,  or  a  good  basket  of 
trout  to  be  made.  This  requires  extra  exertion, 
and  can  only  be  indulged  in  when  the  elements 
are  favourable  and  the  water  in  condition. 

Probably  the  Dee  is  not  a  model  trout  stream. 
It  has  not  banks  or  feeding  grounds  for  them 
like  the  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  or  the  Findhorn. 
Its  trout  do  not  come  so  early  into  condition,  nor 
are  they  so  highly  flavoured.  Yet  it  has  trout 
which,  for  shapely  beaut}’,  silvery  colour,  and 
gameness,  will  compare  favourably  with  any  trout 
in  the  kingdom.  A  prime  Dee  fario  of  2lb.,  on 
a  12ft.  or  13ft.  rod,  will  satisfy  the  most  fastidious 
as  to  its  fighting  prowess,  and  contribute  a  most 
delectable  acquisition  to  the  breakfast  table. 
From  the  clear  water  in  which  they  are  reared 
they  are  hereditarily  shy,  and  may  not  be  at  the 
command  of  every  tyro,  and  this  undoubtedly 
also  accounts  for  the  indifferent  name  the  Dee  has 
acquired  among  some  sets  as  a  trouting  stream. 
But  the  initiated  do  not  now  make,  even  with  the 
most  strenuous  exertions,  on  a  whole  stretch  of 
the  river,  anything  like  the  baskets  which  were 
formerly  made  on  even  half  the  same  water  with 
little  or  no  exertion.  Where  are  the  trout  ?  They 
have  been  gradually  killed  off,  not  by  trout  fishers 
in  the  summer  months,  when  they  were  in  prime 
condition,  and  had  to  be  searched  for  amid  the 
rocks  and  boulders  of  the  rapids  and  streams,  but 
by  the  salmon  anglers,  in  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  when  lean,  lanky,  ill-conditioned  car¬ 
rion  lying  in  the  depths  of  the  salmon  pools, 
where  they  congregate  to  pass  the  winter 
sheltered  from  the  ice  and  frost,  and  where 
the  fatal  minnow  has  found  them  out,  and  been  too 
much  for  them  to  resist.  Without  at  all  touching  on 
the  question  of  natural  or  live  minnow  spinning 
for  salmon,  which  is  quite  compatible  in  itself  with 
the  maintenance  of  our  trout,  yet  we  unhesitatingly 
say,  and  in  no  unmeasured  words,  that  it  has 
proved  the  curse  of  trout  fishing.  In  the  early 
days  of  minnow  spinning  some  dozen  years  ago  the 
wanton  destruction  of  big,"  ill-conditioned  trout  in 
the  early  months  of  the  season  was  most  pitiable 


to  see,  and  heart-rending  to  the  trout  fisher  in  the 
extreme.  The  same  thing  has  gone  on,  and  still 
goes  on,  the  present  season  being  no  exception, 
only  they  are  not  killed  in  such  numbers,  because 
they  are  not  there  to  kill.  It  is  not  possible  to  get 
half-a-dozen  good  trout  on  any  half- mile  stretch  of 
the  river  where  minnow  fishing  has  been  in  vogue 
for  a  season  or  two,  whereas  they  were  to  be  had 
by  the  dozen  formerly,  and  of  varying  weights  up 
to  31b.  and  over.  The  other  day  we  saw  two  very 
fine  trout,  had  they  been  in  condition,  lying  on  the 
bank,  while  at  the  same  time  the  angler  who  had 
killed  them  was  carefully  returning  a  “  kelt  ” 
salmon  to  the  water,  which  he  had  subsequently 
landed.  Why  not  return  the  trout  too  ?  If  there 
was  a  close  time  for  trout  the  law  would  be  rigidly 
respected,  and  these  trout  would  be  to  the  fore, 
to  take  to  the  streams  and  shallows  when  the 
season  wore  on,  and  afford,  perhaps,  this  same 
angler  the  needed  change,  when  salmon  angling 
failed.  But  now  they  are  let  us  hope  unthink¬ 
ingly  destroyed,  being  as  unwelcome  as  they  are 
unconditioned. 

No  doubt  these  fish  are  expensive  nuisances, 
and  the  salmon  angler  has  no  patience  with  them. 
Perhaps  he  may  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  river  is 
better  wanting  them.  This  question  we  will  not 
stop  to  argue  now.  It  is  enough  to  remind  him 
that  they  are  very  probably  there  to  maintain  the 
balance  of  nature  ;  that  as  a  true  sportsman,  if 
not  a  trout  fisher,  his  better  judgment  and  his 
sporting  instinct  cries  aloud  to  save  the  trout ! 
Let  him  be  careful  in  the  future  to  return  them, 
even  although  they  are  a  costly  torment !  They 
are  given  with  a  divine  purpose,  both  for  sport 
and  food,  which  should  not  be  thwarted,  and 
think  to  shirk  the  consequences.  Let  the  sports¬ 
man,  be  he  lessee  or  proprietor,  be  he  guest  or 
gillie,  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  kill  no  ill- 
conditioned,  unseasonable  trout,  and  it  needs  no 
prophet  to  predict  the  return  of  those  halcyon 
days  when  a  good  basket  of  sizeable  trout  will  be 
possible  without  going  from  the  door.  With 
regard  to  the  Don,  and  similar  trouting  streams, 
the  cause  of  the  deterioration  can  be  traced  to 
the  same  fatal  source.  The  history  of  the  decline 
is  of  recent  date,  and  is  as  plain  as  A,  B,  C.  It  is 
the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  minnow,  natural  and 
artificial,  in  all  its  shapes  and  forms,  iu  season 
and  out  of  season— especially  the  latter -which 
has  wholly,  and  almost  solely,  to  account  for  it. 
Unlike  the  Dee,  however,  the  spinning-bait  is 
intended  for  the  trout,  and  is  used  with  a  direct 
purpose.  We  know  a  sportsman  (?)  who  boasted 
of  killing  401b.  of  trout  in  the  month  of  March,  a 
few  years  ago,  at  the  commencement  of  this  war 
of  extermination  with  the  minnow.  His  example 
has  only  been  too  faithfully  imitated,  and  now  he 
will  fish  a  mighty  long  time  before  he  gets  401b. 
to  day  on  the  same  water.  Yet  those  reaches  of 
the  Don  where  minnow  fishing  has  never  been 
introduced  still  retain  the  pristine  character  of 
the  river  for  the  size  and  quantity  of  its  trout, 
which  is  all  the  proof  necessary  as  to  the  true 
cause  of  the  decline.  No  doubt  the  Don  is  ruth¬ 
lessly  poached  at  times,  but  where  there  is  a  staff 
of  watchers,  whose  efforts  are  supplemented  by 
the  local  keepers  and  others,  poaching  can  neither 
be  so  excessive,  nor  so  extensive,  as  to  cause  the 
general  decline  complained  of.  The  whole  matter 
is  in  a  nutshell.  Let  proprietors,  like  Sir  Arthur 
Grant,  Bart.,  of  Moneymusk,  set  their  faces 
boldly  against  indiscriminate  minnow  fishing 
and  unseasonable  killing  of  trout,  and  the  wail 
of  the  true  sportsman  and  angler,  who  would 
make  a  basket  after  the  old  legitimate  and  sports¬ 
man-like  manner,  will  be  heard  in  the  land  no 
more.  U.  M.  Mackay. 


cheerful  voices  of  the  birds  hymning  their  matin 
song  of  thanksgiving.  And  again,  in  another  as¬ 
pect  does  Nature  present  herself  when,  at  mid-day, 
re  sits  down  to  rest  and  refresh  himself  after  the 
morning  toils.  Now  the  sun  has  reached  his 
meridian  splendour,  and  all  the  landscape  stands 
out  in  the  full  blaze  of  tlieperfect  day.  The  air  is 
laden  with  the  perfume  of  a  thousand  wild  flowers  ; 
and  every  leaf  and  cranny  send  forth  their 
myriads  of  winged  inhabitants  to  dance  away  their 
short  life  in  the  warm  brightness  of  the  summer 
day.  The  green  hill- sides  are  clad  to  their  summits 
with  the  fleecy  flocks,  and  the  oxen  wade  knee- 
deep  in  the  rich  and  verdant  meadows.  He 
wanders  by  the  winding  stream  or  stately-flowing 
river,  and  every  bend  and  turn  presents  him  with 
a  new  and  beautiful  picture.  He  stands  beside 
the  foaming  waterfall,  and  as  he  strains  his  car 
to  listen  to  the  fancied  voices,  remembers  that  he 
has  read  somewhere  of  a  voice  which  is  “  like  the 
sound  of  many  waters.”  Perhaps  he  threads  his 
way  along  the  bottom  of  the  deep  ravine,  follow¬ 
ing  the  river  which  glides  past,  its  waters  darkened 
by  the  tall,  overshadowing  trees  on  either  side. 
In  this  solemn  region  he  listens  to  the  plaintive 
voice  of  the  wood-pigeon  cooing  amorously  to  his 
mate,  and  hears  the  ringing,  blythsome  song  of 
the  mavis,  echoing  far  away  amongst  the  topmost 
branches  overhead  ;  and  all  around  him  he  sees 
in  sheltered  crevices  and  secure  nooks  and  corners 
the  richest  mosses,  the  rarest  ferns,  the  tiniest 
and  most  beautiful  of  flowers.  And  all  this,  be  it 
observed,  is  viewed  by  him  while  he  is  diligently 
plying  his  legitimate  sport.  He  has  not  gone  to 
look  for  the  beautiful  in  Nature,  but  practically  it 
has  come  to  him  unsought,  and  by  the  way,  and 
for  this  reason  probably  it  is'all  the  more  enjoyable. 
Finally,  when  the  twilight  shadows,  stealing 
across  the  western  sky,  warn  our  angler  that  it  is 
time  to  be  going  homeward,  he  counts  his  fish, 
mayhap  no  difficult  task,  but  he  is  content  ;  for 
he  has  had  abundant  enjoyment,  and  he  looks 
forward  hopefully  to  better  sport  another  day. 


THE  BLACK  ALDER-FLY.* 

By  Charles  Kingsley. 


THE  ANGLER’S  PLEASURES.* 

The  angler’s  pastime  leads  him  amongst  the 
most  glorious  and  sublime  scenes  in  Nature  ;  and 
he  becomes  familiar  with  these  under  all  their 
ever-varying  aspects,  in  quite  another  way  from 
the  ordinary  observer.  He  sees  them  in  the  early 
morning,  ere  the  sun  has  dispelled  the  vapours 
from  the  still  cloud-capt  hills,  or  dried  the  glis¬ 
tening  dew-drops  from  the  grass ;  ere  the  curling 
smoke  has  begun  to  ascend  from  the  distant  cot, 
or  the  rustic  labourer  has  risen  from  his  lowly 
couch ;  and  while  yet  no  sound  is  heard  save  the 

*  From  a  paper  entitled,  “  St.  Boswell's  and  the  Tweed,” 
read  before  the  Manchester  Anglers’ Association,  by  Ilenry 
Vannin,  Esq.,  M.A. 


What  shall  be  said  or  not  be  said  of  this  queen 
of  flies  ?  And  what  of  Ephemera ,  who  never 
mentions  her  ?  His  Alder-fly  is — I  know  not 
what ;  certainly  not  that  Black  Alder,  Shorm-fly, 
Lord  Stowell’s-fly,  or  Hunchback,  which  kills  the 
monsters  of  the  deep,  surpassed  only  by  the 
Green  Drake  for  one  fortnight;  but  surpassing 
him  in  this,  that  she  will  kill  on  till  September, 
from  that  happy  day  on  which 

“  You  find  her  out  on  every  stalk 
Whene’er  you  take  a  river  walk 
When  swifts  at  eve  begin  to  hawk.’ 

Oh,  thou  beloved  member  of  the  brute  creation  ! 
Songs  have  been  written  in  praise  of  thee  ; 
statues  would  ere  now  have  been  erected  to  thee 
had  that  hunchback  and  flabby  wings  of  thine 
been  “  susceptible  of  artistic  treatment.”  But 
ugly  thou  art  in  the  eyes  of  the  uninitiated 
vulgar  :  a  little  stumpy  old  maid,  toddling  about 
the  world  in  a  black  bonnet  and  a  brown  cloak, 
laughed  at  by  naughty  boys,  but  doing  good 
wherever  thou  comest,  and  leaving  sweet  memories 
behind  thee  ;  so  sweet  that  the  trout  will  rise  at 
the  ghost  or  sham  of  thee,  for  pure  love  of  thy 
past  kindnesses  to  them,  months  after  thou  hast 
departed  from  this  sublunary  sphere.  What 
hours  of  bliss  do  I  not  owe  to  thee  !  How  have  I 
seen,  in  the  rich  meads  of  Wey,  after  picking  out 
wretched  quarter-pounders  all  the  morning  on 
March  Brown  and  Red  Hackle,  the  great  trout 
rush  from  every  hover  to  welcome  thy  first 
appearance  amongst  the  sedges  and  buttercups ! 
How  often,  late  on  in  August,  on  Thames,  on 
Test,  on  Loddon-heads,  have  I  seen  the  31b.  and  41b. 
fish  prefer  thy  dead  image  to  any  live  reality. 
Have  I  not  seen  poor  old  S.  Wilder,  king  of  Thames 
fishermen  (now  gone  home  to  his  rest),  shaking  his 
huge  sides  with  delight  over  thy  mighty  deeds,  as 
his  14in.  whiskers  fluttered  in  the  breeze  like  the 
horse-tail  standard  of  some  great  Bashaw,,  while 
crystal  Thames  murmured  over  the  white  flints  on 
Monkey  Island  shallow,  and  the  soft  breeze 
sighed  in  the  colossal  poplar  spires,  and  the  great 
trout  rose  and  rose,  and  would  not  cease  at  thee, 
my  Alder-fly  ?  Have  I  not  seen,  after  a  day  in 

*  An  extract  from  a  paper  in  Fraser's  Magazine  for 
September,  1858,  under  the  style  of  Chalk  Stream 
Studies,”  by  “A  Minute  Philosopher.” 


which  the  earth  below  was  iron,  and  the  heavens 
above  as  brass,  as  the  three-pounders  would  have 
thee,  and  thee  alone,  in  the  purple  August  dusk, 
old  Moody’s  red  face  grow  redder  with  excitement, 
half  proud  at  having  advised  me  to  “  put  on  ” 
thee,  half  fearful  lest  we  should  catch  all  my 
lady’s  pet  trout  in  one  evening  ?  Beloved  Alder- 
fly  !  Would  that  I  could  give  thee  a  soul  (if 
indeed  thou  hast  not  one  already,  thou,  and  all 
things  which  live),  and  make  thee  happy  in  all 
c eons  to  come  ;  but  as  it  is,  such  immortality  as  I 
can  I  bestow  on  thee  here,  in  small  return  for  all 
the  pleasant  days  thou  hast  bestowed  on  me. 

GERMAN  RECIPES  FOR  COOKING 
FRESH- WATER  FISH. 

Carp  Boiled  Blue. 

Draw  the  carp ;  do  not  scale  it,  but  clean  it 
well ;  split  it  in  half  ;  then  cut  it  into  pieces  large 
enough  for  serving  up ;  lay  them  on  a  dish,  and 
pour  over  each  piece  on  the  scale  side  some  scald¬ 
ing  vinegar ;  have  only  sufficient  water  in  your 
stewpan  or  kettle  to  cover  your  fish,  into  which 
put  two  or  three  onions,  with  cloves,  some  whole 
pepper,  with  allspice  and  a  good  handful  of  salt 
When  the  water  boils,  lay  the  pieces  in,  so  that 
the  scales  are  undermost,  with  the  roe  or  milt  at 
top ;  then  pour  in  the  vinegar,  and  let  it  boil  for 
half-an-hour,  taking  care  to  skim  it  well  whilst 
boiling.  When  done,  place  the  fish  in  the  dish 
carefully,  with  the  scales  uppermost  and  the  roe 
or  milt  at  top  ;  garnish  with  some  slices  of  lemon 
and  parsley  ;  serve  up  to  it  white  anchovy  sauce, 
or  grated  horse-radish  boiled  in  stock  or  bouillon. 
Jack,  tench,  barbel,  trout,  and  eels  are  equally 
good  this  way. 

Carp  Boiled  with  Small  Onions. 

Scale  and  clean  your  carp  ;  make  up  your  pot 
of  half  vinegar  and  half  water,  enough  to  well 
cover  the  fish;  season  with  pepper,  bay-leaves, 
cloves,  and  salt ;  peel  some  small  onions,  and  boil 
them  in  part  of  the  liquor  ;  when  done,  serve  up 
the  fish,  and  smother  it  with  them. 

Carp  with  Oyster  Forck-meat. 

When  you  have  thoroughly  scaled  and  cleaned 
your  carp,  rub  in  some  salt  two  hours  previous  to 
your  stuffing,  for  which  take  one  and  a-half  dozen 
oysters  with  some  flesh  of  another  carp,  and  mince 
them  together ;  then  take  some  crumb  of  bread 
soaked  in  milk  and  squeezed  out,  five  eggs,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  butter,  some  chopped  lemon 
peel,  onion  or  eschalot  and  parsley,  seasoned  with 
pepper  and  salt ;  make  up  this  altogether  for  your 
stuffing,  and  add  thereto  one  and  a-half  dozen 
whole  oysters ;  then  stuff  your  carp  and  stew  it  up. 

Put  at  the  bottom  of  your  bakiug  dish  some 
slices  of  bacon,  seasoned  with  slices  of  two  onions, 
some  cloves,  whole  pepper  and  allspice ;  then 
place  your  fish  in  and  bake  it  to  a  nice  brown. 
Make  a  good  ragout  of  the  milt  and  roe,,  with  a  few 
oysters  and  some  mushrooms  ;  pour  this  over  the 
fish  when  dished  up  for  table. 

Jack  and  tench  are  fine  this  way. 

Jack  with  Horse-radish. 

Clean  and  cut  your  jack  into  pieces  ;  boil  it  in 
salt  and  water— but  not  too  much  water  ;  then 
grate  horse-radish  and  crumb  of  bread  ;  put  this, 
with  some  vinegar,  butter  and  a  little  sugar,  to 
your  fish  and  let  it  boil  up  ;  then  serve  up  when 
done. — From  Gottlieb  Boccius. 


The  Conn  Testimonial  Fund.— A  meeting  of  the 
committee  on  the  above  fund  took  place  on  Tuesday  last, 
at  the  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street  New  Kent-road,  when 
several  important  items  were  settled.  Inmy  last  report  tlie 
two  last  subscriptions  received  should  have  been  Mr. 
Field,  4s. ;  the  Grange  Angling  Society,  5s.  As  we  haa  o 
reasons  to  believe  that  several  clubs  have  subscribed  to  this 
fund  but  amounts  have  not  come  to  hand,  the  committee 
would  feel  obliged  if  they  would  refer  to  the  list  given  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  and  if  their  club  is  not 
mentioned  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  at  once,  as  wo 
wish  to  have  a  correct  testimonial.  The  next  meeting  w  ill 
take  place  at  above  house  next  Tuesday,  at  nine  p.m., 
when  I  hope  all  the  committee  will  be  present.— E.  Pyne, 
secretary  Conn  Testimonial  Fund.  _ v 

HoUoway's  Pills  and  Ointment.- Influenza,  Coughs,  and 
Colds  —In  diseases  of  tin  throat  and  ches  .,  so  prevalent  in  our 
changeable  climate,  nothing  »o  t  peed  My  relieves  or  so  certainly 
cures,  as  these  inestimable  remedies.  These  disorders  are  too  often 
neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudiciously  trea.ed,  re¬ 
sulting  in  either  cue  i»  di-astrous  consequences.  Whatever  the 
c  indition  of  the  patient.  Hoilowjy’s  remedies  will  restore,  if 
recovery  be  possible  ;  they  will  retard  the  alarming  ^niptoms  t  il 
the  blood  is  purified  and  nature  consummates  the  cure,  gradually 
restoring  strength  and  vital  nervous  power.  By  persevering  in  the 
use  of  Holloway’s  preparations,  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomach, 
and  frame  generally  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health 
after  every  other  means  had  failed. 
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FOLK  LORE  OF  FISH. 

[A  Lough  Conn  Leaflet.] 

Mihil-Ban  is  a  professional.  He  lives  on  the 
doles  of  personally  conducted  people  seeking  fin, 
fur,  or  feather,  and  he  is  a  sportsman  from  head 
to  heel.  With  keen  grey  eyes  lighting  up  a  face 
weather-tanned  and  corrugated  by  multiform 
wrinkles,  he  sits  on  a  boulder,  ice  -  dropped 
thousands  of  years  ago,  and  calmly  cuts  up  junks 
of  roll  tobacco.  The  wind  blows  bitter  cold,  and 
the  sensitive  and  sensible  fish  won’t  look  at  fly  or 
minnow,  so  we  have  landed  and  eaten  and  drank 
by  a  sweet  little  well.  Hitching  up  a  shoulder 
and  tucking  in  a  leg,  Mihil  says,  “  Throuts  and 
salmons  warn’t  always  fish,  yer  honour,  and  that's 
the  raison  they  have  such  quare  timpers." 
“How’s  that?”  I  reply.  “Begor,  then,  this  is 
how  it  was— the  ould  people  used  to  say  this 
is  how  it  was,  av  yer  honor  likes  to  hear  it.”  I 
fold  my  rug  closer  about  me,  and  nod  to  him  to  go 
on  with  what  “  the  ould  people  used  to  say.”  He 
pulls  hard  at  his  little  pipe,  passes  his  hand  across 
his  brow,  and  plunges  back  into  that  delightful  old 
world  where  runes,  and  sagas,  and  legends  and 
myths  were  begotten.  This  is  his  story  word  for 
word,  the  pronunciation  alone  being  greatly 
Englished  : — “  In  the  raal  ould  times,  before  the 
blessed  St.  Patrick  came  here,  there  was  a  young 
prince  that  lived  in  the  valley  where  Lough 
Conn  and  Lough  Cullen  are  now.  He  was 
a  mighty  great  prince,  with  a  grand  home 
and  garden,  and  a  court  and  bawn,  and  cattle, 
and  horses,  and  hounds,  in  plenty,  and 
he  ever  and  always  wore  grand  clothes,  shining 
with  rings  of  hammered  silver,  but  he  had  a  cold, 
bad  heart,  and  a  deceiving  tongue.  Well,  sir, 
more-be-token,*  there  was  a  poor  orphan  girl 
that  was  very  comely,  who  lived  close  by  the 
prince's  grand  place,  and  herded  his  goats  that 
fed  on  and  about  Nephiu  Mountain,  and  she 
had  no  one  to  look  after  or  care  for  her  but 
a  sweetheart  as  poor  as  herself.  He  used  to 
be  sportsman  for  the  prince,  and  shot  with  a 
bow-arrow  deer,  and  boars,  and  ducks,  and 
other  wild  bastes,  and  everything  of  the  best  that 
was  wanted  for  the  Prince’s  big  kitchen.  What 
his  rale  name  was— if  they  had  the  like  then — 
I  don’t  rightly  know,  but  they  called  him  Skian- 
glass.f  and  the  orphan  girl’s  name  was  Breac, 
and  he  loved  her  better  than  she  loved  him, 
though  he  was  young  and  tall,  and  curly-headed, 
and  the  best  runner  and  wrestler  in  the  country, 
and  swam  like  an  otter.  Well,  sure,  she  was  very 
purty,  with  beautiful  hair  that  rolled  down  like 
yellow  gold,  and  her  teeth  were  whiter  than  the 
inside  of  an  oyster-shell,  and  her  skin  was  like 
cream,  except  where  the  sun  had  touched  it  here 
and  there,  and  made  freckles  that  showed  off  the 
white  and  red  all  the  better.  Well,  the  poor  hunter 
biy  often  asked  Breac  to  marry  him,  and  he  beat 
two  or  three  other  fellows  that  came  about  her, 
for  fighting  for  a  girl  was  the  way  to  get  a  wife 
before  Holy  Patrick  came  ;  but  she  would  not  say 
‘  Yes,’  and  he  was  too  soft-hearted  to  carry  her 
off  with  violence,  as  they  say  they  mostly  did  in 
them  times ;  but  the  girl  was  fickle-minded,  like 
the  trouts  now,  and  sometimes  she  was  pleasant, 
and  airy,  and  coaxable,  and  as  often  black-avised 
and  sulky,  and  poor  Skian-glass  would  leave  her 
with  sorrow  biting  in  his  heart,  and  go  off  to 
Erris,  or  Slieb-na-bo,  or  even  to  Ballycroy,  to  hunt 
deers,  or  otters,  and  seals  in  the  sea,  where  they 
were  plenty,  and  so  they  are  this  day.  Once, 
when  he  was  away,  the  bould  bad  prince,  his 
master,  saw  the  girl  Breac,  and  he  coveted  the 
poor  hunter’s  sweetheart  and  beguiled  her ;  but 
when  she  was  a  mother  he  left  her  and  the  twins 
she  bore  him  desolate,  and  went  off  to  the  sea 
with  a  great  lady,  and  there  he  met  Skian-glass, 
and  they  fought  like  champions  on  the  rocks  by  the 
sea  shore,  and  though  the  hunter  was  the  more 
active  and  lissomer,  the  prince  was  bigger,  and  by 
reason  of  his  clothes  of  silver  mail  much  weightier, 
and  so  they  fought  and  wrestled  to  the  water’s 
edge,  and  fell  in  and  sunk  down  deep,  and  were 
lost.  Poor  Breac  at  home  under  Nephin  had  a 
dream,  and  saw  a  spirit,  who  told  her  of  how 
her  true  lover  as  well  as  the  deceiver,  the  prince, 
were  sunk  in  the  sea,  so  she  cried  bitterly  for 
a  year  and  a  day,  and  wished  she  were  drowned 
too,  and  her  tears  filled  the  valley,  and  herself 
and  her  smiling  twin  children  were  drowned,  but 

*  Mo re-bo- token,  anglke,  Be  it  further  remarked, 

*  “  White  Knife,’ 


not  teetotally-all-out- entirely,  for,  because  of  her 
love,  and  grief,  and  repentance,  she  and  the  twins 
were  turned  into  yellow  trout,  and  the  spots  that 
were  freckles  on  her  pretty  skin,  and  the  goold  of 
her  hair,  and  her  buxom  shape,  and  the  hazle- 
green  of  her  beautiful  deep  eyes  before  they 
showered  down  the  tears  that  made  the  lakes 
and  the  rolling  river  Moy,  all  were  given  the  trouts, 
and  may  be  seen  to-day  by  everybody.  Along  with 
that  the  prince  with  the  silver  clothes,  and  the 
supple  Skian-glass, her  true  lover, were  not  drowned 
at  all,  at  all,  but  were  turned  into  a  salmon  and  a 
white  sea  trout.  But  when  they  were  transmog¬ 
rified  and  got  fins  instead  of  arms  and  legs  they 
were  still  unhappy  and  restless,  and  went  back 
every  year  and  oftener  to  look  at  Breac  and  her 
children,  though  they  were  given  wives  of  their 
own  when  they  and  she  and  the  twins  were 
changed  into  fish  by  enchantment.  So  it’s  easy 
to  see  why  the  spotted  trouts  that  descend  from 
the  poor  orphans’  twins  stay  in  the  lakes  and 
rivers,  and  why  the  salmon  and  white  trout,  like 
their  ould  ancient  ancestors,  go  backwards  and 
forwards  between  fresh  and  salt  water,  where 
they  pass  their  time  hid  down  deep,  but  well 
enough,  and  with  a  constant  longing  to  get  back 
to  the  place  where  the  prince  and  the  hunter 
first  met  the  sweet  girl  with  the  freckles  that  was 
herself  the  first  yellow  trout  and  the  mother  of 
the  breed;  and  that’s  all  about  them,  your  honour, 
except  that  in  Ballycroy,  where  the  prince  and  his 
servant  wrestled  by  the  water  side,  they  still 
call  the  sea  trout  Skian-glass,  which  means 
white  knife,  a  fit  name  for  the  fish  even  if  the 
legend  is  not  true ;  but  maybe  your  honour  would 
give  me  a  match,  for  my  pipe  s  out  and  my 
story's  ended.  Thank  your  honour,  but  though 
St.  Patrick  brought  in  our  holy  religion  and 
banished  the  snakes  and  serpents,  he  was  not  all- 
out  able  to  get  rid  of  enchanters,  though  they’re 
generally  womenkindnow  that  do  more  divilment 
than  changing  things  into  trouts  and  salmons.” 

Hi  Regan. 


THE  LUNE  AND  TRIBUTARIES. 

The  trout  licence  of  half-a-crown  for  rods  is  now 
in  operation  in  the  Lune  fishery  district,  which 
includes  many  tributaries  of  the  main  river.  The 
angling  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale  should  be  extra  good 
this  year,  as,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  Loch- 
leven  yearlings,  no  tickets  were  issued  last 
year.  A  limited  number  of  tickets  will  be  issued 
at  two  shillings  and  sixpence  by  Lord  Bective 
(Mr.F.  Punchard,  Kirkby  Lonsdale, is  his  steward), 
and  at  the  same  price  by  Mr.  Harris,  Lunefield, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale.  There  will  be  the  trout  licence 
iu  addition,  which  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  W. 
Sharp,  secretary  to  the  Fishery  Board,  Cable- 
street,  Lancaster.  I  described  this  water,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  delicious  scenery  of  Kirkby  and 
Casterton  in  the  F.  G.  early  last  year.  In  sum¬ 
mer  the  available  water,  if  the  river  were  low, 
is  not  very  extensive,  but  there  are  grand  facilities 
for  night  fishing  after  about  the  20th  May.  I 
have  no  doubt  there  are  many  hundredweights — 
perhaps  tons — of  fine  trout  in  the  long  serene  pool 
below  the  Devil’s  Bridge,  and  these  fish  cannot  be 
netted  on  account  of  the  rocky  bottom,  nor 
poisoned  by  the  lime  fiend,  for  the  volume  of  water 
is  too  great,  nor  got  at  in  any  illicit  way,  except  by 
the  dynamite  demon  ;  neither  can  they  be  angled 
for  to  any  material  extent— a  little  dapping  with 
a  blue-bottle  is  sometimes  indulged  in — except 
with  large  flies  by  night,  the  Bustard,  as  tied  by 
Carlisle  tackle-makers,  being  as  good  as  anything, 
though  a  south -couutry  man  would  fetch  them 
with  a  Coachman. 

No  one  should  go  to  Kirkby  without  experi¬ 
encing  the  sensation  of  fishing  below  the  grim 
old  bridge  a,t  midnight.  It  is  an  eerie  spot.  Did 
not  the  devil  himself  build  the  bridge,  and  having 
stipulated  for  the  possession,  by  way  of  payment, 
of  the  first  individual  passing  over  it,  did  he  not 
go  into  a  tremendous  rage  when  an  old  woman 
rolled  a  bun  over  and  her  dog  followed  ?  Did  he 
not  fly  off  with  that  miserable  dog  in  blue  blazes 
and  a  cloud  of  brimstone  ?  Then,  again,  the 
angler  at  midnight  should  remember  that  there 
have  been  three  suicides  from  this  bridge,  the  last 
being  a  man  of  good  position,  who  being  conducted 
by  a  constable  to  appear  before  a  magistrate  on  a 
charge  of  forgery,  suddenly  vaulted  over  the  para¬ 
pet,  and  appealed  to  a  Higher  Court.  Then  the  pool 
itself,  overshadowed  by  treea  and  the  bridge,  is 


simply  tne  blackness  of  darkness.  The  angler 
throws  his  flies  in  faith,  apparently  upon  a  bot¬ 
tomless  pit,  and  it  is  only  the  plash  of  big  trout 
that  preserves  one  from  the  illusion  that  there  is 
no  water  there.  But  when  one  of  these  big 
fellows  lays  hold  with  a  “  rugg  ”  that  makes  the 
rings  rattle,  all  the  illusions  inspired  by  the  hour 
and  the  place  are  dispelled,  and  the  angler  is 
“  himself  again.” 

In  the  waters  of  the  Ingleton  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  five  miles  (by  train)  from  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
augling  has  b.sen  delayed  up  to  the  present  by  a 
difficulty  about  the  trout  licence.  The  case  is 
one  that  will  be  of  interest  to  angling  associations 
all  over  the  country.  The  Lune  Fishery  Board, 
in  adopting  the  trout  licence,  did  so  avowedly  to 
raise  funds  for  re-stocking  with  trout  and  special 
work  of  trout  preservation.  The  Ingleton  Angling 
Association  protested  against  the  tax  being  levied 
on  its  members  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 
engaged  in  the  work  of  re-stocking  and  trout  pre¬ 
servation  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  that 
the  board  could  not  do  the  work  so  well  in  those 
remote  waters  as  the  association  could  existing  on 
the  spot.  It  was  also  urged  that  the  tax  would 
cripple  the  association,  as,  amongst  other  adverse 
effects,  the  half-crown  licence  would  choke  off  the 
eighty  visitors  who  were  in  the  habit  of  taking 
shilling  day  tickets,  so  that  the  association  would 
thus  lose  £4  at  a  shot.  The  matter  has  been  fought 
manfully  in  the  Press,  but  no  arrangement  was  come 
to,  a  id  a  month  ago  the  Fishery  Board  decided  to 
enforce  the  licence  throughout  the  district.  The 
Ingleton  men  thereupon  met,  and  resolved  to 
refrain  from  fishing  until  they  had  had  an  answer 
from  the  Fishery  Board  to  an  application  for  a 
general  rod  licence.  The  matter  has  been  decided 
to-day  (April  IT).  I  have  just  received  a  tele¬ 
gram  stating  that  a  general  rod  licence  has  been 
granted  to  the  Association  for  £5,  and  that  the 
money  will  be  refunded  to  the  Association  as  a 
contribution  towards  the  watching  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion’s  waters.  Therefore,  the  trout  licsnce  will 
not  be  required  for  those  seeking  trouting  among 
the  waterfalls,  and  the  tickets  will  be  the  same 
as  last  year,  viz.,  season,  5s.  ;  day,  13. 

The  new  hon.  secretary  of  the  Association  is 
Mr.  S.  Worthington,  Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  Ingleton. 
Kirkby  Lonsdale,  and  tickets  can  also  bo  had  at 
the  Iugleborough  Hotel.  Gseta. 


NOTE3  FHOM  NOTTINGHAM. 


Salmon  anglers  have  been  busy  on  the  Trent 
during  the  last  few  days,  but  until  Wednesday  the 
river  was  really  not  sufficiently  low  for  either 
trolling  or  worming.  It  is  believed  amongst  the 
holders  of  licences  that  last  week’s  big  rise — or 
rather  flood — has  brought  up  a  large  quantity  of 
spring  fish,  and  as  soon  as  conditions  are  slightly 
more  favourable  there  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt 
that  a  few,  at  any  rate,  will  be  caught.  On  Tues¬ 
day  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee  of  the  Weston  and 
Shardlow  reaches,  was  out  with  his  son  below  the 
weirs  at  King’s  Mills,  but  neither  succeeded  in 
stirring  a  fish.  A  Derby  subscriber,  Mr.  Capeness,  trolling 
in  the  rapids  below  the  Ferry,  hooked  one,  though  only  for 
a  moment,  as  it  turned  off,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  angler, 
who  has  always  held  more  than  his  own  in  the  waters  in 
the  district.  In  fact  it  was  this  gentleman  that  killed  in 
1881  four  grand  fish  in  less  than  four  hours  in  the  Long 
Swim  below  the  railway  bridge.  Mr.  Henry  Green,  the 
lessee  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  fishery,  has  tried  Colwick 
Weir  once  or  twice  during  the  last  few  days  without  re¬ 
sult,  and  bottom  anglers  in  this  part  will  not  do  anything 
until  the  river  reaches  the  normal  height  of  summer. 
Speaking  of  Colwick  reminds  me  of  a  rumour  which  is 
current  in  local  angling  circles  to  the  effect  that  the  water 
has  recently  changed  hands.  It  was  connected  with  the 
shooting  rights  of  the  tenant  (Mr.  J.  Forman,  J.P.)  of  Col¬ 
wick  Hall,  but  as  his  tenancy  has  expired  I  hear  that  Mr. 
William  Parr,  a  tradesman  of  Carrington-street,  Notting¬ 
ham,  has  secured  the  fishery,  which  he  intends  to  convert 
into  a  subscription  length.  Having  fished  it  for  many  ycarr, 
I  may  state  at  once- that  the  water  is.  in  a  great  measure, 
spoilt  by  the  obnoxious  refuse  poured  into  the  Trent  by  the 
sewer  in  Sneinton  Meadow.  There  are  a  few  good  barbtl 
swims,  and  occasionally,  when  the  river  is  running  in 
strong  volume,  bream  and  roach  may  be  caught  in  the  osier 
bed  at  the  head  of  the  Parson’s  Piece.  I  hear  also  that  a 
select  party  of  Nottingham  gentlemen  have  entered  into 
an  arrangement  for  taking  over  the  private  water  flowing 
at  the  foot  of  Kneeton  Hills,  near  Hoveringham.  Chub 
here  are  always  plentiful,  and  for  the  most  part  the  fish 
run  a  large  size.  The  fishery  likewise  includes  some  grand 
shallows  for  the  votarii  s  of  the  artificial  fly.  There  has 
since  my  last  notes  been  more  doing  on  the  tributaries 
amongst  the  trout,  one  Nottingham  gentleman  securing  on 
Tuesday  six  brace  of  really  splendid  fish.  Another  had 
four  brace,  and  a  third  t  vo  brace  and  a-half . 


Bottom  fishermen  will,  I  am  sure,  deeply  regret  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  one  of  their  rank.  For  years  the  stalwart 
figure  o  Mr.  John  Langford,  of  this  town,  was  well-known 
at  bhardlow,  where,  with  the  late  Mr.  William  Bailey,  he 
spent  the  best  part  of  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sport 
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he  loved  so  well.  lie  wa3  a  most  expert  thrower  in  our 
style  of  angling,  and  was  generally  most  successful 
amongst  tho  barbel,  dace,  and  chub.  Good  natured  to  a 
f  wilt,  the  deceased  at  one  period  roally  sacrificed  his  own 
business  interests  to  got  to  the  river ,  and  unfortunately  in 
the  long  run  this  neglect  brought  about  disaster.  As  mine 
host  of  the  old  and  historic  inn,  “The  Gitc  Hings  Well," 
at  the  foot  of  Nottingham  Castle,  he  enjoyed  a  very  large 
following  and  did  a  most  lucrative  business.  The  inn  was 
always  recognised  as  an  angler's  house  of  call,  and  from 
here  it  was  that  many  interesting  matches  and  sweep-  | 
stakes  were  fished.  Tho  host  himself  twice  tried  conclu¬ 
sions  with  that  redoubtable  worker,  “Jem  ”  Belshaw,  by 
whom  he  was  defeated— the  second  time  at  Shardlow 
—and  he  also  threw  down  the  gauntlet  to  and  was  accepted 
by  John  Mil  ward.  I  believe,  too,  he  once  beat  the  once 
renowned  “Bob”  Wells,  of  Newark.  Outside  the  old  inn 
occupied  by  the  deceased  hangs  to  this  day  an  old- 
fashioned  gate,  on  the  crossbars  of  which  runs  the  follow¬ 
ing  curious  couplet  :— 

“  This  gate  hangs  well  and  injures  none. 

Call  in,  refresh  and  pay,  and  travel  on.” 

Later  on  the  “  Gate  ”  was  kept  by  another  well-known 
“splodger”  since  deceased.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Richard 
Savidge,  to  whom  must  bo  given  the  credit  of  securing 
for  the  anglers  of  Nottingham  and  tho  district  the  cheap 
travelling  fares  which,  through  their  clubs,  they  enjoy 
from  the  Midland  ana  Great  Northern  Railway  Com¬ 
panies.  Mr.  Savidge  was  also  a  great  advocate  for  the 
fence  months,  by  which  coarse  fish  are  now  protected  in 
the  spawning  season,  and  it  was  chiefly  through  informa¬ 
tion  supplied  by  him  to  tho  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Mundella, 
M.P.,  who  resided  in  Nottingham  Park  at  the  time,  that 
the  Mundella  Act  became  law.  Alas  !  however,  all  good 
men  and  true  must  go  when  they  are  called. 

The  members  of  the  Nottingham  Bowling  Green  Inn 
Angling  Society  held  "high  festival”  on  Tuesday  night. 
In  the  first  place  they  sat  down  to  a  capital  all-round  din¬ 
ner,  and  in  the  second  waxed  merry  over  the  presentation 
of  the  prizes  won  by  the  successful  competitors  during  the 
winter  season.  Mr.  Philip  Wilson  occupied  the  chair  in 
his  capacity  as  president  of  the  society,  and  was  faced  in 
the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  who  recently  published 
some  highly  interesting  facts  connected  with  the  Barton 
and  Attenborough  fisheries.  Mr.  Jago,  tho  secretary,  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  society  was  in  a  most  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion,  and  that  during  the  season  they  had  been  favoured 
by  the  gift  of  numerous  special  prizes.  The  chairman  ex¬ 
pressed  his  gratification  at  seeing  amongst  them  Mr.  H. 
Spray,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  asked  Mr.  Spray  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  river  pollution  and  the  proposed  imposition  of  a 
tax  on  the  rods  of  coarse  anglers  and  other  matters.  Mr. 
Spray  complied  with  the  request,  and  his  remarks,  which 
were  of  a  thoroughly  practical  character,  were  much 
appreciated.  Mr.  P.  Chance,  one  of  the  ex-sheriffs  of 
Nottingham,  also  addressed  the  company,  chiefly  on  the 
evils  of  pollution,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  H.  Coxon. 
Other  speeches  were  made,  and  the  proceedings  closed 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  donors  of  special 
prizes,  and  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  for  presiding. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  prize  winners  :— Chub— first,  Mr. 
H.  Coxon,  21b.  94oz.  Dace— first,  Mr.  G.  Bee,  8oz.  8  shots  ; 
second,  Mr.  C.  J.  Tye,  7}oz.  Perch— first,  Mr.  W.  Roper, 

9 joz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Bell,  7£oz.  Roach— first,  Mr.  J. 
Minion,  -  lf  joz.  Bream— first,  Mr.  A.  Bostock,  31b.  Pike— 
lirst,  Mr.  W.  Burrows,  81b.  13oz. ;  second,  Mr.  S.  Pogson, 
7ffb. ;  third,  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  41b.  12oz.  Bleak— first,  Mr. 
P.  Wilson,  2oz.  4  shots.  Several  new  members  were  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  summer  club,  and  altogether  the  society’s 
prospects  are  looking  extremely  bright. 


A  special  committee  meeting  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Society  was  held  at  the  Wellington  Hotel  on 
Tuesday  night,  when  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  members  next  Thursday  night.  It  was 
also  resolved  to  give  special  prizes  for  the  fly-flshers  con¬ 
nected  with  the  society ;  and  an  earnest  effort  has  already 
been  made  to  induce  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to 
take  the  chair  on  the  occasion  of  the  society’s  annual 
banquet,  which  takes  place  next  month.  His  Grace  is  a 
keen  angler,  and  is  one  of  the  patrons  of  the  society. 


NOTES  P3DM  BIRMINGH  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

Angling  has  been  very  quiet  about  Birming¬ 
ham  lately,  and  nothing  has  been  done  worth  re¬ 
cording  ;  this  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  whole  of  the 
private  waters  being  closed  until  the  15th  of  June 
next,  and  the  limited  trout  fishing  obtainable  in 
the  vicinity  of  Birmingham.  There  are  a  few 
trout  streams  not  far  from  the  city,  but  they  are 
in  the  hands  of  private  persons,  who  stock  them 
year  after  year  to  provide  sport  for  themselves  and 
a  few  of  their  frieuds,  and  it  is  very  rare  that  the 
outside  public  get  a  chance  of  even  looking  at  tho 
water,  let  alone  fishing  it,  so  carefully  is  it  looked 
after  and  guarded.  The  nearest  public  water  to  the  city 
c  mtaining  trout  is  the  Corporation  water  at  Witton  ;  this 
is  let  to  about  twenty  rods  at  one  guinea  for  the  season,  for 
fly  fishing  onb*.  We  have  also  a  large  reservoir  at  Whit- 
acre  ;  this  is  let  at  five  guineas  per  rod,  and  is  limited  to  a 
certain  number.  It  has  been  stocked  by  the  Corporation 
with  Lochleven  trout,  and  contains  fish  of  great  size  ;  this 
water  is  fished  but  very  little,  owing  to  the  high  price 
charged,  and  last  year  I  am  told  that  only  three  tickets 
were  taken  out,  but  still  the  price  remains  tho  same, 
whereas  if  the  price  was  lowered,  there  is  not  tho  least 
doubt  but  what  the  whole  of  the  tickets  would  be  taken. 
The  nearest  public  trout  fishing  that  we  have  is  the  Severn, 
and  this  is  very  inferior,  and  is  hardly  worth  tho  journey 
of  about  thirty  miles  for  the  fishing,  as  the  stock  of  trout 
in  the  river  is  so  scanty,  and  in  all  probability  will  remain 
so  until  something  is  done  by  some  of  the  large  angling 
associations,  who  will  have  to  move  and  require  the  Severn 
P.shery  Board  to  do  a  little  restocking;  this  is  what  is 
wanted,  and  the  associations  should  urge  their  claims  in 
this  direction,  as  they  contribute  largely  to  the  revenue  of 
the  board,  and  yet  receive  very  little  in  return.  The  other 
rivers  adjacent  to  Birmingham  contain  little  or  no  trout, 
but  a  move  has  been  made  by  the  Cliff  Association,  which 
rents  a  portion  of  the  river  Avon,  to  stock  their  portion  of 


the  river  with  trout,  and  I  have  heard  on  good  authority 
that  tho  fish  have  done  well,  and  that  groat  things  are 
looked  forward  to  in  May  next,  when  their  season  opens, 
and  I  hope  that  they  may  not  be  disappointed,  as  their 
success  will  only  be  an  inducement  for  other  societies  who 
rent  water  on  the  Avon  to  follow  their  example.  If  any¬ 
one  should  require  a  bit  of  decent  trout  fishing  they  have 
to  go  far  away  from  the  midland  capital  to  obtain  it,  which 
makes  matters  rather  expensive.  The  nearest  spot  where 
good  fishing  can  be  obtained  is  Matlock,  which  is  fifty- 
nine  miles  from  Birmingham.  Now  taking  the  distance 
into  consideration,  and  also  the  price  charged  per  day  for 
fishing,  it  makes  trout  fishing  in  our  neighbourhood  a  very 
expensive  luxury,  and  can  only  be  followed  out  by  those 
whose  means  will  allow.  My  readers  will  now  see  on  the 
face  of  these  matters  that  trout  fishing  in  our  district  is  at 
a  discount,  and  persons  outside  Birmingham  will  easily 
understand  how  it  is  that  fly  fishing  is  not  followed  up  or 
gone  into  with  tho  same  enthusiasm  as  pike  or  bottom 
fishing.  _ 


Some  three  weeks  ago,  I  mentioned  a  case  in  which 
two  men  were  caught  red-handed  throwing  up  tho  fish  in 
a  stream  near  to  Kidderminster,  by  using  chloride  of  lime, 
The  case  was  brought  before  the  Birmingham  Association, 
by  the  Bird-in-Hand  Society,  who  were  informed  that  the 
poaching  had  occurred  in  their  club  water,  but  upon  in¬ 
vestigation  it  proved  to  be  a  small  stream  adjoining  their 
water.  However,  the  police  who  caught  the  men  set  them¬ 
selves  to  work  to  bring  about  a  conviction,  and  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  as  the  stream  in 
question  was  a  tributary  of  the  Severn,  and  the  board  took 
the  case  up;  the  result  being  that  the  two  men  were 
brought  before  the  Kidderminster  magistrates  last  week, 
and  fined  £1  and  costs  or  a  month’s  imprisonment. 


Now  that  the  quiet  season  is  on,  some  of  the  clubs  are 
holding  meetings  to  make  their  arrangements  for  the 
coming  season,  and  also  to  discuss  certain  matters  of  im¬ 
portance  with  this  end  in  view.  The  newly-formed  Tenby 
Society  met  at  their  club-house,  Mr.  C.  Cotterell’s,  the 
Tenby  Restaurant,  Tenby-street.,  Birmingham,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  last.  Mr.  G.  Cotterell,  the  vice-chairman  to 
the  society,  occupied  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  G. 
King,  the  president.  A  goodly  number  of  members  were 
present,  and  several  apologies  were  received  from  some  of 
the  prominent  members  of  the  society  who  were  unable  to 
attend  through  illness  and  pressure  of'business.  After  the 
subscriptions  were  received  the  chairman  called  upon  the 
secretary  (Mr.  J.  Flavell)  to  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,  which  were  confirmed  without  discussion.  The 
balance  sheet,  together  with  the  auditors’  report  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31,  was  next  taken.  This  showed  a 
very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  as  after  all  liabilities  had 
been  disbursed  there  remained  in  hand  about  £9,  which 
was  carried  forward  to  the  present  quarter  account.  Two 
trustees  being  required  for  the  society,  Messrs.  C.  White 
and  W.  Hands  were  elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  annual  contest  was  brought  forward,  but  the  date  was 
left  open  until  the  next  general  meeting.  Other  business 
of  a  less  important  character  was  transacted,  which 
brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 

I  hear  that  Mr.  A.  Goode,  the  president  of  the  Rose  and 
Crown  Society,  Brearley-street,  Birmingham,  is  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  handsome  testimonal  for  his  long  services 
in  connection  with  the  society,  he  having  held  the  office  of 
president  from  its  formation,  which  occurred  some  six 
years  ago,  and  having  done  so  much  for  its  advancement 
and  popularity,  the  members  of  the  society,  in  order  to 
show  their  appreciation,  have  appointed  a  small  com¬ 
mittee  to  carry  out  the  object  they  have  in  view,  which  I 
honestly  hope  will  meet  with  the  response  that  the  long 
services  and  work  done  by  my  friend  Goode  deserves. 


IMPORTANT  FISHING  RIGHTS  QUESTION 
IN  NORFOLK. 

[We  have  been  asked  to  reprint  the  following 
circular. — Ed.] 

HICKLING  BOARD. 

Hickling,  Norfolk,  April  7th,  1891. 

Dear  Sir,— -The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a 
Committee  to  collect  funds  for  the  purpose  of  the  defence, 
in  the  action  brought  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Micklethwait  and 
his  tenant,  against  Robert  Vincent,  desire  to  lay  the 
following  facts  before  the  public  and  to  solicit  support. 

The  action  is  brought  for  the  purpose  of  substantiating 
the  claim  by  Mr.  Micklethwait  to  the  exclusive  right 
of  sporting  and  fishing  upon  Hickling  Broad,  and  also 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  persons  from  entering 
upon  any  part  of  the  said  Broad,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  except  such  persons,  who,  being  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Hickling,  are  entitled  to 
use  such  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  for  no 
other  purpose. 

It  will  be  at  once  seen  that  if  the  plaintiff  succeeds  in  the 
action,  the  broad,  which  for  many  years— indeed  from  time 
immemorial— has  always  been  open  to  the  public,  will  be 
absolutely  closed  for  all  purposes  of  sporting,  fishing,  or  boat¬ 
ing  for  pleasure. 

The  committee  consider  that  this  is  a  question  affecting 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  public,  who  have  hitherto,  with¬ 
out  any  dispute  or  interruption,  enjoyed  tho  pleasure  of 
fishing  and  boating  upon  the  broad,  that  they  confidently 
appeal  for  assistance  in  defending  the  action. 

The  committee  desire  to  point  out  their  belief  that  this 
is  another  attempt  to  deprive  the  public  of  rights  which 
they  have  hitherto  emoyed  without  question,  and  they 
further  desire  to  point  out  how  probable  it  is,  if  the  action 
is  not  properly  defended,  the  plaintiff  may  succeed,  and  in 
course  of  time  other  persons  havingclaims  will,  emboldened 
by  the  plaintiff’s  success,  adopt  the  same  means,  and  thus, 
ultimately,  every  broad  in  the  county  may  be  closed  to  the 
public. 

The  action  can  only  be  successfully  defended  if  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  are  forthcoming  for  that  purpose  and  the 


Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vegetable  and  animal  life 
into  fish  ponds.  Lise  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
supplied  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  means  a 
Drood  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  con¬ 
tinually  increasing  supply.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
making  pink  fleshed  Trout).  — Write  to  J.  J.  Armistcad,  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  of  fish,  fry,  ova,  &c.  By  far 
the  oldest  established  concern  in  Britain.  Gold  and  Silver  and 
Bronze  Medals,  Diplomas,  &c. 


committee  therefore  appeal  for  pecuniary  assistance  an  1 
support. 

subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  tho  honorary  treasurer, 
Mr.  Robert  II  irvey.  County  Councillor,  Hickling,  who  will 
receive  and  ackno  wledge  the  same. 

Signed  for  and  on  behalf  of  tho  Committee, 

Wodeiiouse,  Chairman. 

Witton  Park,  North  Walsham. 

The  following  are  the  Committee '  Mr.  W.  Trory, 
Mr.  L.  Whittleton,  Mr.  R.  Harvey,  Hickling  ;  Mr.  B.  C. 
Silcock,  Mr.  A.  Nichols,  Stalham  ;  Mr.  F.  Clowes,  C.C., 
Sutton  ;  Mr.  L.  Bolingbroke,  Mr.  Wade,  Norwich  ;  Mr. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Sacrct,  Mr.  E.  K.  Lamb,  Mr.  II.  Palmer, 
Yarmouth. 

N.B.—  At  the  request  of  gentlemen  who  are  collecting, 
and  thinking  it  desirable  myself,  I  have  opened  an  account 
at  Messrs.  Gurneys’,  Yarmouth,  called  tho  “  Hickling 
Broad  Defenco  Fund.”  All  sums  paid  to  the  fund  will  bo 
duly  acknowledged.  It  Harvey. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Venetian  Chamber  of  tho  Ilolborn  Restaurant  was 
well  filled  on  Friday  evening  last  with  members  and 
friends  to  celebrate  the  fifty-fifth  annual  dinner  of  this 
representative  angling  society.  Mr.  Edward  Foreman  pre¬ 
sided,  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by  Dr.  G.  V.  Coates,  by 
Messrs.  Fennings,  Walker,  Booker,  R.  C.  Blundell  (stewards) 
and  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  hon.  sec.  Amongst  those  present 
were  Messrs.  Blarney,  Bennett,  C.  C.  Blundell,  Thomas 
Huggett,  E.  Vaux  Huggett,  M.A.,  J.  Carter,  J.  Galloway, 
Q.  Bird,  H.  Gray,  Dr.  Startin,  Messrs.  Inderwick,  Burr, 
Jesse,  Le  Fevre,  Morrison,  T.  R.  Sachs,  J.  H.  Wimbush, 
M.A.,  W.  Thomas,  E.  Foreman,  jun.,  and  accompanied  by 
a  large  number  of  friends,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Tho 
establishment  upheld  its  high  reputation,  and  served  up 
the  dinner  in  its  well-known  and  highly-finished  style. 
Ample  justice  was  done  to  the  repast,  after  which  grace 
was  sung  by  the  choir,  those  present  joining. 

The  Chairman,  on  rising,  was  warmly  received,  and  gavo 
the  first  toast,  “The  Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  most 
loyally  responded  to,  a  verse  of  the  National  Anthem  being 
given  by  Miss  Eveleen  Carlton  and  the  company.  The 
programme  was  adhered  to.  and  Miss  Sallie  Fennings  ren¬ 
dered  effectively  a  couple  of  violin  solos  by  Schumann  and 
Sainton;  Miss  Eveleen  Carlton  gave  “A  Song  of  the 
Swallow,”  was  encored,  and  in  reply  thereto  gave  “Unless” 
in  her  most  refined  manner. 

The  Chairman  then  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  The 
Piscatorial  Society.”  On  rising  he  was  received  with 
tumultuous  applause,  and  could  get  no  hearing  for  some 
little  time.  He  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  there 
that  evening  was  to  dine  together  in  goodfellowship,  and 
to  exhibit  and  announce  the  prizes  won  by  those  members 
who  had  been  successful  in  taking  the  largest  specimen  fish 
during  the  past  season,  as  shown  in  the  annual  report  cir¬ 
culated  on  these  tables,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  winner,  with  cups  and  to  the  value  of  nearly  £35  ;  Mr. 
W.  T.  Galloway  following  with  cups,  & c.,  value  over  £23  ; 
Mr.  Fennings,  ditto  over  £6;  and  several  other  members 
winning  prizes.  The  largest  fish  of  the  past  season  have 
been  salmon,  281b.  8oz.,  by  Mr.  Harden  ;  ditto,  261b.,  by  Mr. 
J.  Galloway  ;  brook  trout,  Mr.  Adlington,  31b.  lloz. ;  ditto, 
Mr.  Ross  Faulkner.  31b.  lloz. ;  chub,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker, 
51b.  12ioz. ;  roach,  by  G.  Robinson,  21b.  4oz.,  &c.  He  wps 
much  pleased  to  see  the  ladies  more  numerous  with  them 
that  evening  than  on  any  previous  occasion.  In  the  name  of 
the  society  he  welcomed  them  most  warmly,  and  hoped 
they  would  always  favour  them  with  their  charming,  grace¬ 
ful  presence.  The  chairman  stated  that  during  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  society  he  had  met  with  men  in  all  conditions 
of  life,  and  had  always  received  from  them  that  good- 
fellowship  and  kindness  so  proverbial  amongst  good 
anglers.  At  their  weekly  meetings  they  were  always  pleased 
to  see  friends  of  any  of  the  members  in  the  hope  they  may 
become  good  anglers,  and  perhaps  at  some  future  period 
members  of  the  society.  The  society  was  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  the  funds  being  well  taken  care  of  by  their  re¬ 
spected  treasurer.  He  would  repeat  that  anglers  were 
much  gratified  by  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  as  anglers  very 
properly  should  be  who,  leaving  their  homes  for  the  river¬ 
side,  found  the  comfort  and  blessings  of  ladies’  society  on 
returning.  He  would  like  to  say  that  the  society  had  a  few 
vacancies  for  some  really  good  fishermen. 

The  toast  was  duly  responded  to,  and  the  chairman  re¬ 
sumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  and  long-continued  ap¬ 
plause.  Master  C.  Seward  now  sang,  “Sweet  and  Low,” 
by  Wallace,  followed  by  “Come Back  to  Erin,”  both  neatly 
rendered  and  giving  much  satisfaction.  Mr.  W.  Bradford 
then  gave  that  beautiful  song  by  Gounod,  “He  Alone 
Charmeth  My  Sadness,”  which  was  deservedly  encored,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  “  In  Cellar  Cool.” 

Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  gave  the  next  toast,  “The  Press.”  He 
much  regretted  the  absence  of  their  friends,  Mr.  W.  Senior, 
of  the  Field,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  They  had  all  hoped  these  gentlemen  would  bo 
present  to  reply  for  the  toast,  but  they  knew  how  busy  a 
man  was  Mr.  Senior,  and  of  his  own  knowledge  he  could 
say  that  Mr.  Marston  was  away  fishing  for  the  lordly 
salmon  in  Scotland.  Speaking  for  the  Press,  anglers  were 
all  gratified  to  have  their  interests  supported  and  their 
doings  recorded;  to  be  able  to  read  the  reports  of  what 
their  fellow-anglers  were  doing,  and  during  the  long 
winter  months  tho  Press,  in  recounting  what  had  been 
done  during  past  seasons,  tided  over  the  long  and  weary 
months,  until  the  season  once  more  arrived,  that  the 
angler  could,  rod  in  hand,  re-commence  his  favourite 

Eastime.  He  would  couple  the  toast  with  tho  name  of  Mr. 
tavid  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wilson,  who  responded,  said  the  large  number  of 
ladies  present  (he  being  a  bachelor)  almost  took  his  power 
of  speech  away.  He  could  say,  however,  he  should  be  very 
glad,  and  would,  in  any  way  he  could,  help  on  the  interests 
of  anglers.  He  thanked  them  for  having  coupled  his  name 
with  the  toast. 

A  great  treat  was  next  in  store,  Mr.  Horwen  Jones  sing¬ 
ing  “  The  Sailor’s  Grave  ”  in  tho  most  effective  and  masterly 
manner.  An  encore  followed,  and  “Katie  O’Flynn,”  if 
anything,  exceeded  his  first  effort.  Mr.  Wilfrid  Stracey 
then  gave  a  humorous  song,  “Have  You  Noticed  It,” 
causing  much  laughter. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  in  highly  complimentary  language 
gave  tho  toast  of  “  The  Ladies  and  Visitors,”  coupling  with 
it  the  name  of  Mr.  Moore.  This  gentleman  said  he  was  a 
bachelor,  and  was  afraid  the  toast  had  not  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  one  who  could  do  it  justice.  Ho  said  he  and  his 
friends  had  always  received  great  kindnessand  hospitality 
front  this  society,  and  as  a  visitor  and  on  behalf  of  tho 
visitors,  he  thanked  them.  Oa  behalf  of  the  ladies  he  would 
say  they  were  pleased  to  be  with  them  that  day.  He  had 
read  the  report  and  could  see  the  ladies  were  at  the  last 
anuual  dinner,  but  ho  could  also  see  there  had  been  a 
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summer  dinner,  and  the  ladies  were  not  present.  He  would  I 
ask.  Why  were  the  ladies  not  present  ?  and  he  had  no  doubt 
in  his  own  mind  that  the  summer  dinner  was  nothing  like 
so  successful  as  the  present  one,  owing  to  their  absence. 
Next  summer  he  hoped  the  ladies  would  be  present  at  the 
summer  dinner,  and  no  doubt  they  could  handle  the  rod  as 
well  as  the  gentlemen.  He  would  also  say  the  ladies  like  a 
dance.  They  ought  to  give  them  a  danco,  and  then  the 
ladies  would,  on  other  occasions,  cheerfully  submit  to  their 
request  to  allow  them  to  smoke.  This  response  was  in  the 
merriest  vein  and  much  applauded. 

Other  songs  followed,  and  the  proceedings  were  brought 
to  a  close  with  the  singing  of  “  Auld  Lang  Syne.”  One  and 
all  expressed  themselves  as  having  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
and  entertaining  evening. 


The  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  society  took  place 
last  Wednesday,  April  15,  at  their  club-rooms,  Mona  Hotel. 
Henrietta-street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  when  a  number  of 
members  and  their  friends  were  present.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Fcnnings,  the  treasurer  of  the  society, 


who  presented  the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  is  again  first,  taking  the  president’s  silver 
challenge  vase,  value  £10  10s.,  the  five-guinea  cup  for  the 
second  greatest  number  of  specimen  fish,  the  five  guinea 
cup  for  the  roach  competition,  the  five-guinea  challenge 
cup  for  largest  Thames  trout,  the  five-guinea  record  cup 
for  the  largest  chub,  51b.  12joz.;  Mr.  Walker  also  takes 
prizes  for  the  largest  bream  and  trout.  Next  on  the  list 
comes  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  the  lion,  sec.,  with  the  ten- 
guinea  silver  cup  for  the  greatest  number  of  specimen  fish, 
the  five-guinea  silver  cup  for  the  barbel  competition,  the 
five  guinea  silver  cup  for  the  pike  competition ;  Mr.  W.  T. 
Galloway  also  takes  prizes  for  the  largest  barbel  and  dace ; 
Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  five-guinea  silver  cup  for  the  chub 
competition,  and  a  prize  for  the  largest  grayling ;  Mr.  H. 
Harden  takes  the  prize  for  the  largest  salmon;  Mr.  G. 
Robinson,  for  the  largest  roach ;  Mr.  W.  G.  de  Courcey, 
for  the  largest  chub  ;  and  Dr.  Coates,  for  the  largest  pike. 
The  chairman  referred  to  the  nine  salmon  taken  by  Mr. 
E.  Foreman,  1441b.,  from  the  Tay ;  and  to  Mr.  G.  Robinson’s 
!  roach,  21b.  4oz. 


ONE  PENNY.  SPECIMEN  Rd,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

73eautifu(  'fiouiJert 
Profitable  \§arden4 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success.—' '*  Being  a  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
that  my  suco  ss  is  entirely  due  to  the  information  yon  give 

every  week." — W.  B, 

Coloured  Pia'e  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgaie  street,  E.O. 


Geo  CORDINGS 

Ventilated  Fishing-  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  ROOTS,  RROGUES,  RAGS,&c 

125,  MBIHT  ST,  231  STRIP 


Patent  Applied  for. 


S.  ALLCOCK  Sc  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

ADVANTAGES. 

1  —The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2  — It  can  he  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3  _ Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 

carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4, _ in  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 

the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5 — When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  p'ace,  at  the  hand  end. 

6—  The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 
mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 
Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you,  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  i» 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office :  ©O,  Q LI E El N  VICTORIA.  STIFLE.  1ST,  IH.C. 


OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Medals  and 

Diplomas  for  Fly  Rods  and  Flies. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies 

OF  FIRST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN. 

ONB  GUINEA. _ 

DEVERAUX  AND  BLUE  MAHOE 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

The  Lightest  and  Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced. 


THE  EDINBURGH  FISHING  TACKLE  WAREHOUSE. 

Agent  for  Redpath  &  Co.'s  Gold  Medal 

Salmon,  Grilse  and  Trout  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies, 
Baits,  Tackles,  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Specialities  for  Scotch  Lochs  and  Rivers, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL — 

J  T.  THOMPSON,  15,  Frederick  St.,  Edinburgh. 

SCOTCH^ TWEEDS, 

ALL  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear;  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets,  &c. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  ana  SCOTT, 

Langhaugh  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID , 


W.  H.  THOMAS, 

PRACTICAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St.,  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  W.  H.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  Tweeds. 

Mr.  W.  II.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

In  consequence  of  the  Editor’s  absence  — salmon 
fishing  in  Scotland — several  queries  were  un¬ 
answered  last  week. 

C. :  We  have  often  heard  of  a  fresh  herring 
being  used  as  a  spinning  bait  for  pike ;  but  we 
do  not  see  very  well  where  red  herring  would 
come  in. 

B.  Abrahams  :  It  is  legal  to  use  worms  as  bait 
for  trout  in  the  Thames  and  other  public  rivers. 

F.  G.  Pattison:  We  advise  you  to  write  to 
Captain  Lambert,  The  Precincts,  Canterbury. 

C.  J.  H. :  Fishing  at  Boulogne.  “The  Angler’s 
Diary  ’  says :  “  There  is  fair  trout  fishing  at 
Boulogne  in  streams  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  of 
the  best  being  the  Beusent  on  the  Cauche.  Mr. 
Claude  Hess,  wine  merchant,  54,  Grand  Rue, 
Boulogne,  will  give  further  information.  There 
is  good  sea  fishing  for  pollack  ;  use  a  spinning  eel. 
The  fish  run  large. 

Trouter:  The  decision  has  not  yet  been  given. 

Constant  Reader:  “The  Angler’s  Diary”  is 
published  about  the  end  of  April  in  each  year. 

Bend  Azure  :  Appleby,  in  Westmoreland,  would 
probably  suit  your  wants  better  than  anything  in 
Cumberland. 

F.  J.  (Hendon):  According  to  the  Rev.  G.  C. 
Bateman  (see  his  capital  book  on  “Aquaria,’’ 
published  by  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Strand, 
London),  Mr.  Jones,  of  Woolwich,  has  kept  the 
same  minnows  in  an  aquarium  for  more  than 
thirteen  years. 

Roach  Fisher  :  The  best  way  to  keep  gentles 
from  turning  into  the  chrysalis  state  is  to  put 
them  into  damp  sand  and  keep  them  in  a  cool 
cellar,  but  if  the  weather  is  very  hot,  you  will  not 
be  able  to  keep  them  long.  A  chrysalis  on  the 
hook  with  a  gentle  is  often  more  deadly  than  the 
gentle  alone. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment — T.  E.  Pritt. 

EYED  HOOKS. 

Sir, — May  I  ask  through  your  columns  the 
experience  of  fly-fishermen  who  do  not  use  eyed 
hooks  ?  Is  it  a  rule  or  exception  that  the  gut 
should  break  off  at  the  head  of  flies  ?  I  have 
met  with  many  during  the  last  year  or  so.  What 
I  make  myself  have  done  so,  and  are  like  other 
well-known  fly-tiers.’  I  have  endeavoured  to  find 
out  the  causes,  but  up  to  the  present  have  partly 
failed.  I  once  thought  the  spirit  of  the  varnish 
was  the  cause  ;  at  the  heads  it  weakened  the  gut. 
Then  I  searched  for  the  sharp  edges  on  the  hooks, 
and  in  this  I  found  a  serious  defect ;  but  all  these 
are  not  effectual,  and  as  it  is  an  evil  existing  in 
all  the  makes  of  flies,  more  especially  with  vile 
things  with  dyed  hackles,  I  ask  your  numerous 
readers  if  they  have  in  any  way  been  affected  in 
this  way  by  the  gut  breaking  off  at  the  head.  I 
have  before  me  many  makes  (London,  Redditch, 
and  other  makers),  and  none  are  free  from  this 
defect.  First  I  thought  that  the  gut  had  drawn, 
but  after  unwinding  the  fly  the  gut  was  there 
broken  or  cut.  I  tried  natural  and  drawn  gut. 
By  the  way,  one  of  your  correspondents  refers  to 
your  giving  no  articles  on  drawn  gut.  I  have 
seen  many,  and  I  should  have  thought  the  method 
and  idea  was  well  understood  of  contracting  large 
gut  through  a  small  hole  to  very  fine.  I  find  the 
drawn  gut  wears  very  badly.  I  am  inclined  to  use 
solely  eyed  hooks ;  but  the  trouble  of  putting  them 
on  at  the  water’s  edge  and  annoyance  of  a  puff  of 
wind  blowing  at  the  instant  is  great ;  but  cer¬ 
tainly  the  loss  of  flies  through  the  gut  breaking  is 
worse,  and  especially  as  you  cannot  replace  it  on 
the  cast  as  eyed  hooks  should  it  fray  a  little. 

One  of  your  readers  complains  of  the  trade. 
Well,  I  can  say  for  myself  and  what  I  know,  the 
trade  has  the  most  to  complain  of ;  what  with 
waste  of  time  jawing,  asking  silly  questions,  sug¬ 
gesting  their  ideas,  and  refusing  to  pay  when 
their  fads  are  proved  worthless  the  workman’s 
time,  inventing  what  was  “  forgotten  years  ago,” 


is  quite  enough  to  cause  the  trade  to  be  uncivil. 
If  the  same  capers  which  are  used  in  an  indepen¬ 
dent  tradesman’s  shop  were  carried  on  at  the 
Stores,  the  caperers  would  be  asked  to  move  on, 
and  rightly,  too.  I  assure  you,  the  way  I  have  seen 
the  tramping  fishermen  use  the  trade  for  conveni¬ 
ence  of  ascertaining  where  cheap  and  costless 
fishing  can  be  obtained,  I  wonder  how  their 
tempers  are  kept  so  even. 

I  once  heard  one  of  the  celebrities  in  a  shop  for 
one  hour  asking  for  all  information,  and  then  the 
rascal  pulled  out  his  new  book  he  had  purchased 
from  the  Stores,  where  he  usually  got  his  goods, 
to  show  the  tackle-maker,  and  to  ask  which  fly  he 
should  use.  Do  you  wonder,  Sir,  how  the  man 
could  have  kept  his  toe  still  ? 

I  once  heard  of  another  who  asked  by  letter  for 
information  respecting  cheap  lodgings  with  fish¬ 
ing,  and  to  send  on  a  few  flies  suitable  for  the 
river  that  he  might  get  made  at  the  “  Stores,  for 
his  were  better  made  there  ”  (this,  Sir,  I  can 
prove  by  affidavit,  if  necessary,  to  be  true).  And 
the  flies  were  sent,  party  paying  postage  as  well  ; 
and  when  this  celebrity  came  to  live  in  the  cheap 
lodgings  he  never  dealt  with  the  party,  and  was 
threatened  County  Court  summons  before  he 
would  pay,  and  within  three  months  bolted,  leav¬ 
ing  a  sad  memory  behind.  Do  you  wonder,  Sir, 
how  some  men  are  treated  by  the  trade  after 
these,  my  experiences  ?  There  may  be  some,  I 
am  aware,  who  may  be  to  blame,  because  the 
material  for  making  flies  is  very  scarce.  This 
I  blame  the  buyers  for.  If  they  insist  on  genuine 
colours,  regardless  of  cost,  they  can  be  had  ;  but 
trout  flies  at  one  shilling  per  dozen  cannot  be 
made  with  natural  colours. 

I  was  told  one  day  of  a  gentleman  who  wrote 
for  a  cast  with  flies  put  on,  and  a  three-yard  one 
with  three  flies  attached  was  sent  by  return  of 
post.  It  was  returned  for  proper  cast  with  a  fly 
on  every  8in. 

Your  correspondent  will  find  steel  piano 
wire  the  best  thing  for  rings ;  but  if  the  brass 
wire  is  drawn  down  one  hole  it  will  reharden. 

I  was  lately  told  of  a  gentleman  who  asked  for 
information  respecting  fishing,  and  he  regretted 
to  say  it  was  “  pubs.  ”  who  replied,  and  the  leave 
to  fish  was  from  another  source.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  I  find  the  best  way  to  get  the  tip  is  to 
go  and  find  out,  and  if  the  fishing  suits,  settle 
there,  and  if  perfect,  you  will  find  before  next 
census  a  second  London  for  population  will  be 
heard  of. — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Corres. 

[There  is  much  truth  in  what  “  Corres  ”  says. 
If  he  finds  eyed  hooks  a  bother  at  the  water-side, 
he  should  fasten  lengths  of  gut  to  as  many  flies  as 
he  expects  to  use  during  the  day,  and  then  he  has 
only  to  knot  the  gut  to  the  cast.  It  is  absolutely 
certain  that  trout  flies  attached  to  eyed  hooks  will 
stand  far  more  whipping  than  flies  tied  to  gut  in 
the  ancient  manner. — Ed.] 


STEEL  TRACES  FOR  SALMON  FISHING. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “  Laxoring,”  I  enclose  a  couple 
of  steel  traces  for  trial.  These  are  the  traces  used 
on  Loch  Tay ;  eighty  per  cent,  of  them  are  made 
by  me,  and  a  great  number  of  them  I  make  for 
Norwegian  fishing,  only  of  a  size  stouter  wire. 
It  is  very  seldom  we  hear  any  complaint  of  them, 
but  they  certainly  will  break  if  severely  bent — 
that  is  crossed  and  then  returned  again,  a  thing 
that  does  not  happen  to  them  when  fishing. 
When  first  introduced  in  coils  they  frequently 
came  to  grief,  as  they  were  delicate  to  handle  ; 
therefore  I  devised  and  introduced  this  roller, 
which  has  given  them  a  good  footing,  and  I  think 
“  Laxoring  ”  will  find  them  give  satisfaction.  I 
shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  forward  them 
to  him. — I  am,  yours  truly,  H.  Horwood. 

Killin,  Loch  Tay,  N.B. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  LUXEMBURG 
ARDENNES. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  some  information  about  the  trout  fishing 
in  the  streams  of  the  Luxemburg  Ardennes  ?  For 
instance, with  Diekirch  for  my  fishing  centre, where 
is  the  best  sport  likely  to  be  found,  which  are  the 
most  killing  flies,  and  what  is  the  best  season  for 
trout  fishing? — Yours,  &c.,  C.  H. B. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  mentioned  a  large 
trout  (2£lb.)  taken  by  him  in  the  river  Llugwy 
above  Pont-y-Pair  bridge.  If  Mr.  Ffennell  is  again 
in  this  neighbourhood  I  should  advise  him  and 
other  anglers  to  call  at  the  Tan-y-Bwlch  Hotel,  at 
Capel  Curig,  where  there  is  a  trout  in  a  glass  case 
4^1b.,  killed  in  the  pool  opposite  the  hotel,  and 
which  I  am  sure  the  courteous  host,  Mr.  Cobden — 
who,  by  the  way,  is  an  old  Harrow  and  Cambridge 
man— will  have  great  pleasure  in  showing  him. 
As  a  centre  for  anglers  this  is  a  very  good  one,  as 
a  three-shilling  season  ticket  carries  the  right  of 
fishing  in  the  rivers  Llugwy  and  Llede,  and  also 
in  four  lakes. — Yours,  &c.,  John  Ross. 

Manchester. 


THE  FISHING  IN  THE  LIVERPOOL  COR¬ 
PORATION  WATERWORKS.— CRIMPING 
FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  has  promised  me  some 
fishing  in  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Waterworks 
(Rivington),  near  Chorley,  but  being  a  non¬ 
angler  he  is  unable  to  give  much  information  as 
to  the  fishing.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  who  will  kindly  favour  me 
with  any  information  through  your  columns  as  to 
useful  flies,  average  size  of  trout,  and  any  other 
particulars  you  may  think  useful.  Is  any  licence 
required  ?  Whilst  writing  I  may  as  well  ask  the 
meaning  of  a  word  often  used  in  fishing  articles, 
but  which  I  don’t  quite  understand,  and  that  is 
“crimping.”  How  do  you  crimp  a  fish  ? — Yours 
truly,  Dotterel. 

P.S. — I  shall  probably  fish  the  reservoirs  about 
Whitsuntide. 

[Fish  is  crimped,  i.e.,  made  crisp,  by  gashing  it 
directly  it  is  caught.  “Dotterel”  must  have 
often  noticed  cod,  &c.,  on  the  fishmongers’ 
stalls,  gashed  at  intervals  of  an  inch  or  two. — Ed.] 


HANGING  RODS. 

Sir, — I  have  found  the  best  way  to  keep  rods 
clean  is  to  hang  them  by  hooks  from  a  tag  at  the 
end  of  the  rod  case,  and  to  cover  them  with  a 
piece  of  American  cloth.  The  most  handy  way 
is  to  take  two  boards  as  long  as  required,  half 
inch  thick  by  three  inches  wide,  and  join  them  at 
right  angles.  Fasten  this  to  the  wall  and  place 
your  hooks  on  the  inside  angles.  Two  feet  down 
the  wall  place  a  strip  of  wood  of  the  same  thick¬ 
ness,  so  that  the  rods  hang  clear  of  the  wall, 
which  allows  a  free  play  of  air  and  stops  any 
chance  of  damp  from  the  wall.  Nail  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cloth  to  the  roof  formed  by  the  two  pieces  of 
wood,  and  it  will  keep  all  the  rods  free  from  dust. — 
Yours  truly,  Flower  of  Kelso. 


THE  UNVER4CITY  OF  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  considerable  interest 
the  article  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Francis  on  the  above- 
named  subject. 

I  do  not  myself  wish  to  express  any  opinion  on 
this  vexed  question,  but  in  order  to  show  how 
deeply  the  cruel  accusation  as  to  the  want  of  per¬ 
fect  accuracy  in  matters  piscatorial  has  sunk  into 
the  public  mind,  I  may  say  that,  in  discussing 
the  question  of  'whether  it  might  not  be  advisable 
to  have  a  dinner  of  the  members  of  the  Fly 
Fisher’s  Club  half-yearly,  instead  of  annually  as 
at  present,  it  was  suggested  that  only  one  dinner 
should  take  place,  to  be  supplemented  by  an 
“Ananias  At  Home”  at  the  end  of  the  May-fly 
season. 

In  all  seriousness,  however,  if  this  discussion  is 
to  go  on,  I  shall  feel  compelled  to  write  a  Ieirned 
article  on  the  subject,  which  shall  contain  many 
startling  and  reliable  contradictions  of  these 
aspersions. — I  am,  yours,  &c.,  H.  G»  G. 


WORKS  ON  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

Sir, — In  1872  I  could  find  no  practical  angling 
works  published  in  either  Englandor  at  Stockholm. 
If  W.  J.  Cummins  succeeds  I  should  like  to  know 
too.  I  can  give  him  some  practical  notes  from 
my  angling  diary,  when  I  fished  all  Sweden  that  is 
of  any  uso,  and  higher  up  in  Russian  Lapland  than 
any  Britisher  up  to  1872,  and  where  I  spent  six 
months  in  the  northern  wilds,  having  gone  to  find 
the  largest  grayling  known. — Yours,  &o., 

Laxoring. 
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[Apbil  18,  1891. 


MENDACITY  OR  IMAGINATION  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  writers  who  have  lately  dis¬ 
cussed  this  question  in  F.  O.  seem  to  me  to  have 
one  and  all  missed  the  point  which  was  so 
excellently  made  by  Mr.  Pritt  in  his  speech  at  the 
Flyfishers’  dinner  in  1890.  He  pointed  out  that 
in  order  to  rise  to  eminence  in  any  art  a  man 
must  be  endowed  with  an  exuberant  imagination. 
Angling  is  an  art.  Why  should  its  votaries  be 
denied  the  exercise  of  that  faculty  which  they 
possess  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  other  class  of 
men  ? 

The  following  story  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
problem. 

Six  anglers  were  one  evening  resting  themselves 
after  the  labours  of  the  day  in  the  smoking  room 
of  a  famous  angling  inn,  offering  incense,  not  with¬ 
out  libation,  to  DeaPiscatrix.  Five  were  veterans, 
past  masters  of  the  art,  learned  in  all  the  learning 
of  anglers,  in  fact  piscatorial  pundits  of  the  first 
water.  One  was  young  and  argumentative. 
Instead  of  drinking  in  wisdom,  he  would  put  in  his 
feeble  little  oar  on  every  question  discussed.  At 
last  the  question  of  reason  or  instinct  cropped  up. 
The  youth  boldly  declared  that  trout  had  instinct, 
but  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  credit  them  with 
reasoning  power. 

Then  arose  the  Nestor  of  the  party,  and  stand¬ 
ing  with  his  back  to  the  fire,  spake  as  follows  : — 

“  I  once  saw  something  which  inclines  me  to 
think  that  trout  may  have  some  reasoning  power. 
I  was  fishing  with  a  friend  who  was  suspected  of 
killing  undersized  trout.  It  was  his  own  water 
we  were  fishing,  so  no  one  could  grumble.  I  saw 
him  take  out  and  return  several  small  trout,  but 
it  struck  me  that  one  or  two  found  their  way  into 
his  basket.  He  then  hooked  and  lost  four  or  five, 
one  after  the  other ;  they  were  all  small.  Suddenly 
a  very  large  trout  took  his  fiy,  and  after  a  short 
struggle  broke  him.  The  trout  rushed  across 
the  river,  and  we  saw  it  splashing  about  among 
the  rushes  under  the  opposite  bank.  At  last  it 
raised  itself  half  out  of  the  water,  then  sank  back 
and  disappeared.  We  went  round  by  the  bridge 
and  looked  at  the  spot  where  we  had  last  seen  the 
trout.  There  to  our  surprise  was  my  friend’s 
May-fly  sticking  in  a  reed  about  6in.  above  the 
water,  with  about  a  foot  of  gut  hanging  to  it.  My 
friend  put  on  the  same  fiy  again,  and  again 
exactly  the  same  thing  happened.  Again  he  put 
on  the  fly,  and  I  went  round,  and  hiding  behind  a 
bush  peered  into  the  water.  There  was  a  magni¬ 
ficent  female  trout  sitting  on  her  eggs  under  the 
shelter  of  a  big  stone.  When  my  friend  made  his 
cast  the  trout  came  quietly  out  of  her  nest,  seized 
the  gut  about  a  foot  above  the  hook,  bit  it  off,  and 
hung  the  fiy  in  the  reed  as  before.  When  we 
came  to  look  closely  at  it  we  found  that  the  barb 
was  gone.  I  have  always  thought  that  the 
mother  trout  wanted  my  friend  to  keep  on  using 
the  same  fly,  because  if  any  of  her  last  year’s 
brood  should  incautiously  take  it  they  would 
probably  get  off.  There,  young  gentleman,  what 
do  you  think  of  that  ?  Was  that  instinct  or 
reason  ?  ”  We  all  dre^  a  deep  breath  and  poured 
a  libation. 

Was  the  teller  of  the  tale  mendacious  or 
imaginative,  or  was  the  story  true  ?— Yours,  &c., 

G  Hevit. 


Be  GEORGE  MANNING  TESTIMONIAL 
FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — The  above  fund  having  now  cloned, 
may  we,  through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
inform  all  angling  clubs  and  friends  interested 
that  the  presentation  to  Mr.  G.  Manning  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  May  1,  at  the  Swan 
tavern,  Bethnal  Green-road  (the  club-house  of 
the  Hoxton  Brothers),  on  which  occasion  a  grand 
concert  will  be  held,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  presiding, 
Mr.  R.  Murphy  in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by 
Philip  Geen,  Esq ,  who  has  kindly  consented  to 
make  the  presentation.  A  host  of  talented 
friends  have  promised  their  services,  and  the 
committee  cordially  invite  all  anglers,  and  hope 
they  will  attend  and  support  them,  so  that  the 
ceremony  in  honour  of  Mr.  Manning  may  be  a 
big  success. — Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  Riches,  hon.  see. 

11,  Bethnal  Green-road. 

P.S. — The  committee  have  desired  me  to  thank 
you  for  the  very  kind  and  generous  support  you 
have  accorded  us  through  the  agency  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  They  feel  that  without  the 


above  assistance  their  effort  would  have  availed 
them  little,  and  that  in  a  great  measure  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  testimonial  so  far  is  due  to  your  kind¬ 
ness  in  giving  us  free  advertisement  and  report. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS  AND  THE  RAILWAY 
PRIVILEGE  TICKET. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  member  of  a  large  angling 
association  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  consists 
of  some  sixty  angling  and  sixty  honorary  members. 
At  a  meeting  last  Friday  the  question  was  raised, 
whether  an  honorary  member  should  be  entitled 
to  a  privilege  ticket. 

The  privilege  ticket  states  the  bearer,  so-and-so, 
is  a  member  of  the  Anglers’  Association.  The 
honorary  members  have  to  be  duly  elected,  and 
on  payment  of  their  subscription,  if  they  make  an 
application  to  their  secretary  for  a  privilege  ticket, 
what  is  there  to  prevent  it  being  granted  ?  I 
shall  feel  grateful  to  have  your  opinion  on  this 
subject.  Thanking  you  in  advance. — I  remain, 
yours  truly,  Thos.  Salter, 

[The  railway  companies  grant  the  privilege 
tickets  to  clubs  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
they  are  used  only  by  members  when  they  are  going 
angling.  If  an  honorary  member  uses  his  ticket 
on  an  ang  ing  expedition  he  is  not  abusing  the 
privilege. — Ed.J  _ 

BASS  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  if  one  of  your 
many  correspondents  will  let  me  know — (1)  Is  bass 
fishing  to  be  obtained  in  Cornwall  as  good  as  de¬ 
scribed  by  “  W.  H.”  in  your  issue  of  April  4,  on 
the  south  coast  of  Anglesey,  and  if  so,  at  what 
place  ?  (2)  What  kind  of  tackle  is  necessary  ? 

(3)  Is  there  any  other  kind  of  fishing  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  South  Anglesey  on  the  coast  ?  (4)  Is 

the  middle  of  August  a  favourable  time  for  South 
Anglesey  fishing,  and  what  place  ought  I  to  make 
my  headquarters  ? — Yxurs  faithfully, 

_ Lionel  E.  Levi. 

FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Sir, — I  road  the  other  day  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
that  an  “  Ardent  Angler  ”  desires  comfortable  and 
inexpensive  quarters,  with  good  trout  fishing  near, 
in  the  north  of  Euglaud.  I  believe  that  the  Percy 
Arms,  Chatton,  Belford,  is  one  of  the  best 
appointed  little  inns  in  England,  and  that  the 
river  Till  adjacent,  in  about  three  miles  of  which 
fishing  is  free,  affords  very  good  sport,  say  begin¬ 
ning  about  the  end  of  this  month.  Conveyances 
are  kept  at  the  Percy  Arms,  being  five  or  six 
miles  from  a  station— a  decided  advantage  in 
keeping  away  the  herd  of  anglers. — Yours  truly, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.  W.  C.  Gibson, 


FISHING  IN  THE  AVON. 

Sir, — As  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  your 
readers  will  shortly  be  thinking  about  fishing  in 
the  Avon,  I  venture  to  offer  a  few  words  of  advice 
as  to  where  they  should  go.  As  far  as  I  know  at 
present,  although  I  have  heard  rumours  to  the 
contrary,  they  will  be  able  to  fish  above  Loddis- 
well  Bridge  ;  but  between  it  and  Hatch  Bridge,  on 
ground  belonging  to  Mr.  N.  W.  P.  Pitts,  they  will 
not  be  allowed  to  fish.  Mr.  Pitts  forbade  me  to 
fish  from  off  his  ground  last  Tuesday,  and  informed 
me  that  he  had  given  his  tenant  instructions  to 
turn  all  fishermen  off  his  ground,  the  main  reason 
being  that  he  (Mr.  Pitts)  had  quarrelled  with  his 
brother  conservators  about  the  salmon  and  the 
netting  of  the  river,  and  not  being  able  to  have  his 
own  way  at  the  Conservancy  Board,  he  intended 
to  forbid  all  fishing  from  his  ground.  Comment 
in  this  case  is  needless  ;  but  I  feel  it  hard  on  my¬ 
self,  who  am  a  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
this  being  the  nearest  bit  of  water  to  me.  Below 
Hatch  Bridge  dwells  Mr.  Blackler,  a  farmer,  who 
demands  a  toll  of  ten  shillings  for  the  liberty  to 
fish  from  his  ground,  or  ground  in  his  occupation. 
This  debars  fishermen  who  do  not  wish  to  en¬ 
courage  the  levying  of  tolls  from  riparian  occupiers 
from  fishing  about  another  mile  of  ground  below 
Hatch  Bridge. 

At  the  present  time,  between  Woodleigh  and 
Topsham  Bridge,  the  late  storm  has  left  many 
traces  of  its  fury,  and  trees  and  bashes  lie  thick  in 
many  places  in  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
making  fishing  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  in 
many  places.  Therefore,  what  with  being  turned 
off  first  one  man’s  ground,  and  then  another,  the 
scarcity  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  the  multitude  of 


trees  and  bushes,  fishing  in  the  Avon  at  present 
requires  a  very  great  deal  of  patience  and  a  large 
supply  of  flies.  The  present  Board  of  Conservators, 
as  far  as  I  know,  meet  only  about  twice  a  year,  and 
are  composed  very  largely  of  gentlemen  who  know 
nothing  about  fishing,  and  I  am  afraid  care  less. 
No  reports  of  their  meetings  are  published,  and 
what  they  do  is  a  mystery.  The  way  in  which 
the  conservators  are  now  appointed  is,  I  fear,  very 
unsatisfactory,  the  appointments  being  in  the 
hands  of  three  or  four  gentlemen  (County  Council¬ 
lors,  I  believe)  living  in  the  neighbourhood. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say  that  since  I  have 
lived  in  this  neighbourhood,  about  three  years, 
fishing  and  fishing  matters  seem  to  have  been 
going  from  bad  to  worse. — Yours  truly, 

Worried. 


COMPETITION  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir,— Last  June  you  were  good  enough  to 
publish  the  particulars  of  a  competition  which  this 
society  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  Mr.  Grimmett,  our 
chairman,  gave  a  silver  cup,  value  £5  5s.,  and 
other  friends  contributed  £5  5s.  cash,  the  whole 
to  be  fished  for  by  London  club  anglers  during  the 
season  on  Wednesdays  or  Thursdays  ;  entrance 
fee,  one  shilling,  and  the  whole  of  the  entrance 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  T.A.P.S. 

As  a  result,  after  spending  nearly  thirty  shillings, 
and  notifying  each  club  by  circular,  we  did  not 
obtain  one  subscriber  outside  our  own  members, 
nineteen  of  whom  competed  at  various  times.  I 
have  sent  Mr.  Brougham  the  nineteen  shillings, 
and  we  are  considering  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  prizes,  as  the  gentlemen  who  have  won  them 
desire  to  benefit  the  T.A.P.S.  to  a  greater  extent 
than  it  has  been  aided  so  far  by  our  efforts.  We 
are  quite  willing  to  discuss  any  proposition  that 
may  be  volunteered. 

No  doubt  our  experience  will  be  useful,  if  not 
encouraging,  to  Mr.  Shrubsole,  and  those  with  him 
who  are  seeking  to  found  a  challenge  cup. — Yours 
truly,  A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent, 

Old  Kent-road. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  about 
fishing  in  Cumberland,  there  is  some  good  trout 
fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Earnout  by  staying  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Penrith.  The  river  is  about  two 
and  a-half  miles  from  the  hotel. — Yours  faith¬ 
fully,  -  A.  W. 

FISHING  AT  BOULOGNE. SUR-MER 
Sir, — In  answer  to  correspondent  “  C.  J.  H.’’ 
I  have  twice  fished  at  Boulogne — in  1886  and 
1887.  There  are  no  fish  to  be  had  from  the  pier, 
in  fact  you  never  see  anyone  try.  I  tried  spinning, 
paternoster,  and  ground-ledger  at  high  tide,  when 
it  is  usually  slack  and  the  fish  are  feeding,  but  not 
a  bite  did  I  get ;  the  water  being  much  disturbed 
by  the  continual  steam  traffic,  particularly  at  high 
water,  drives  the  fish  away.  In  the  harbour  many 
labourers  use  long  ledger  lines,  baited  with  lug 
worms,  with  which  they  catch  eels  and  flounders. 
The  lug  worms  are  sold  in  a  dried  state  at  the 
fish  market,  and  are  bought  by  the  sea-line  fisher¬ 
men.  Wo  do  not  see  the  English  fishermen  adopt 
the  same  plan  of  preserving  the  lug  worms  ;  it 
was  explained  to  me  that  when  soaked  they  dis¬ 
tend,  and  are  au  enticing  bait  for  the  usual  run 
of  fish  on  the  coast,  and  these  dried  worms  are 
more  tough,  aud  hold  longer  on  the  hook.  In  the 
inner  harbour  are  piles  of  sewage  mud,  and  at  low 
water  in  warm  weather  the  smell  is  offensive ; 
the  only  wonder  is  that  these  very  large  banks  of 
mud  are  not  removed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  town,  as  they  are  destructive  to  the  fish 
fry  by  their  contamination.  I  was  told  by  Mr. 
Claude  Hess,  wine  merchant,  54,  Grand  Rue, 
Boulogue-sur-Mer,  that  large  sea  trout  are  occa¬ 
sionally  caught  above  the  weirs  by  himself  and 
others.  For  further  information  your  correspon¬ 
dent  should  purchase  “The  Anglers’  Diary  and 
Universal  Gazetteer  of  the  Rivers  and  Lakes  of 
the  World,  Salt  Water  Fishing  Included,”  price 
eighteeupence,  which  cau  be  had  at  the  Fishing 
Gazette  office,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane, 
E.C.  This  bock  contains  much  information  about 
trout  aud  other  fishing  near  Boulogne. — Yours,  &c,j 

T.  R.  Sachs. 


April  18,  1891.] 


251 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FTSTTTNO  GAZETTE. 


BAIT  FOR  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Iu  answer  to  your  correspondent 
“  C.,”  I  have  heard  of  a  herring  being  used  as  a 
spinning  bait  for  pike, but  am  unfortunately  unable 
to  tell  him  the  mode  in  which  it  is  used  or  pre¬ 
pared. 

When  in  the  west  of  Ireland  two  years  ago  on  a 
fishing  trip,  an  old  fisherman  who  owned  the  only 
boat  on  Lough  Nafooey  gave  us  a  truthful  account 
of  how  he  caught  an  801b.  pike  in  that  lake  with  a 
“  herring  tail  bait a  pike  which  took  him  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  to  kill  with  a  hand  line,  and 
which  when  lifted  into  the  boat  in  his  arms 
“  looked  like  a  great  sheep.”  The  old  fellow  was 
quite  certain  of  the  weight  of  his  monster,  for  on 
our  remarking  that  801b.  was  a  somewhat  “  large 
order,”  ho  replied,  “  Shure,  your  honour,  there 
were  no  scales  in  the  town  big  enough  to  weigh 
it !’’  So  it  might  have  been  1001b.  The  herring 
tail  must  be  a  wonderful  bait. — Yours  truly, 

Coolan. 


Sir, — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  reply  to  “  C.,” 
in  your  issue  of  last  week,  respecting  “  Bait  for 
Pike,”  viz.,  red  herring.  Some  eight  years  ago, 
in  the  river  from  Bassingbourne  (Cambs),  late  in 
the  autumn,  by  appointment  I  met  Mr.  Scott,  of 
the  parish  of  Orwell  (Cambs),  pike  fishing  in  that 
part  of  the  river  (private),  viz.,  King’s  Bridge. 
We  fished  in  the  old  style,  viz.,  dead  lead  gorge. 
Now,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  style  is  nearly  done 
away  with.  When  I  met  him,  all  the  bait  he  had 
to  fish  with — which  was  his  usual  custom  for 
years  past  in  the  above  season — was  three  red 
herrings  (small  ones).  First  he  cut  off  the  head, 
then  opened  the  fish  and  took  out  the  backbone, 
then  placed  the  old-fashioned  gorge  lead  hooks 
just  outside  the  top  (lead  inside)  ;  sewed  up  the 
stomach  with  thread,  the  wire  coming  out  of 
the  tail  of  the  herring  and  fastened  to  his  line. 
He  began  trolling  in  the  old  style,  and  I  saw  him 
catch  two  pike,  about  31b.  and  3flb.  each.  This 
can  be  authenticated  ;  but  I  hope  no  dead  gorge 
bait  is  used  now. — Yours,  &c., 

_  John  O.  George. 

RECIPE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  shortly  be  trout  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Loch  Inver,  and  from  ex¬ 
perience  I  know  it  is  hopeless  getting  my  fish 
south  in  eatable  condition.  Will  one  of  your 
readers  favour  me  with  a  recipe  for  potting  trout 
as  I  see  potted  char  from  the  English  lakes  ? 
Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  courtesy, — I 
am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  G.  W.  Wilson. 

Market  Harborough. 

[Here  is  a  good  receipt. — Ed.] 

“  Your  fish  should  be  very  fresh  for  this  purpose. 
Scale  them  well ;  cut  off  the  heads,  fins,  and  tails, 
and  wipe  them  well ;  with  a  clean  cloth  dipped  in 
salt  and  water  ;  next  open  them  to  the  vent, 
and  take  out  the  guts,  saving  the  roes,  if  there 
be  any ;  wash  them  in  strong  salt  and  water 
for  ten  minutes  at  least,  and  dry  them  well. 
Next  take  mace,  cloves,  table  salt  (very  little), 
and  white  pepper ;  beat  them  all  as  fine  as  possible, 
and  rub  them  well  into  the  inside  of  each  fish ; 
replace  the  roes  (which  of  course  must  be  well 
washed),  and  place  the  fish  cut  to  their  size  into 
pots ;  tie  paper  over  them,  and  bake  them  in  a 
slow  oven ;  take  them  out  when  done  enough, 
and  when  cool  press  the  fish  well,  and  when  cold 
pour  clarified  butter  over  them.  In  this  way  tench, 
grayling,  or  any  other  delicate  fish  may  be 
potted.” — From  “  Robinson's  Art  of  Fielding ,  Sc." 


RIBBLE  AND  HODDER. 

Sir, — I  hear  that  the  water  bailiffs,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  Wrigley,  head  bailiff 
of  the  Ribble  Fishery  Board,  last  week  success¬ 
fully  put  into  the  Ribble  and  its  tributaries  and 
the  river  Hodder  about  twenty-seven  thousand 
common  brook  trout  fry,  bred  at  the  board’s  new 
fish  breeding  house  or  establishment  at  Langho, 
near  to  Whalley  Abbey.  The  fry  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  both  rivers  healthy  and  strong,  and  the 
stocking  of  the  waters  has  given  great  satisfaction 
to  anglers,  as  well  as  the  conservators  themselves. 
As  a  rule  the  trout  do  not  run  very  large,  neither 
in  the  Ribble  nor  the  Hodder,  and  for  years  past 
they  have  not  been  so  numerous  above  and  below 
Clitheroe  as  they  formerly  were, — Yours,  &c., 

Rambler. 


NOTES  PROM  LANCASHIRE. 


Since  the  last  time  of  writing  anglers’  hopes 
have  been  rapidly  rising,  the  glimpses  of  spring 
with  which  we  have  been  favoured  having  largely 
contributed  to  this  state  of  things.  The  genial, 
though  cold  weather  of  the  past  week  has  glad¬ 
dened  many  hearts,  and  daily  may  be  seen  the 
familiar  sight  of  an  angler  duly  equipped,  wend¬ 
ing  his  way  in  pursuit  of  the  fascinating  sport. 
The  various  reports  to  hand  are  of  a  much  more  encour¬ 
aging  nature  than  what  it  has  been  our  duty  to  record  for 
some  weeks  past.  Many  good  catches  have  been  made  as 
regards  numbers,  but  the  condition  of  the  fish  landed, 
mostly  trout, 'is  anything  but  what  it  should  be.  Scarcity 
of  food  is  a  great  cause  of  the  poor  condition  of  the  fish 
as  regards  weight,  and  the  need  of  a  good  supply  of  fresh 
water  to  enable  the  signs  of  winter  to  disappear,  thus 
improving  the  general  colour  and  external  appearance  of 
the  flsh,  is  also  desirable.  The  promise  of  an  early  season, 
held  out  by  the  early  spawning  on  many  of  the  local 
rivers  and  streams,  has  been  dispelled  by  the  prolonged 
cold  and  inclement  weather,  and  but  for  the  proverbial 
patience  of  the  angler,  the  enforced  inactivity  just  at 
present  would  be  difficult  to  bear.  Inquiry  at  the  different 
outfitters  shows  the  same  kind  of  backwardness  on  the 
part  of  anglers  to  provide  for  their  sport.  The  slight  rush 
for  tackle  necessary  to  Easter  excursions  has  again  given 
way  to  a  normal  demand,  and  perhaps  many  may  pay  for 
this  procrastination  when  they  wish  to  procure  the  neces¬ 
sary  articles.  - 

It  is  a  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  A. 
Shelmerdine,  of  the  Crown  Angling  Society,  whose  head- 
uarters  are  in  Manchester.  For  many  years  Mr.  Shelmer- 
ine  was  to  the  frontin  the  gentle  art,  and  by  his  kind  and 
genial  disposition  won  the  respect  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  associated.  For  months  he  has  suffered  from  a  painful 
and  incurable  disease,  which  the  severe  winter  consider¬ 
ably  aggravated,  and  the  only  rest  possible  to  obtain  was 
in  a  sitting  posture,  lying  down  being  out  of  the  question. 
The  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  was  paid  by 
many  of  the  leading  anglers  of  Hume  and  district,  where 
he  resided.  _ 


The  annual  trip  of  Lancashire  anglers  to  Lincoln  will 
take  place  about  the  time  usually  selected,  and  if  last  year 
is  to  be  any  guide  for  this  year,  about  two  thousand 
anglers  and  friends  may  be  expected  to  avail  themselves  of 
it.  To  go  eighty-four  miles  and  erroy  three  days’  fishing 
for  something  under  five  shilling  railway  fare  is  certainly 
within  the  means  of  all.  The  new  rules  of  the  Manchester 
district  are  meeting  with  general  approval,  and  the 
executive  having  been  fully  convinced  of  the  many 
necessary  reforms  needed,  have  attacked  the  work  with 
vigour,  and  as  a  result  of  their  exertions  the  association  is 
now  a  powerful  body  and  can  command  general  respect. 
It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  since  the  “Forward 
movement  ”  was  commenced,  progress  has  been  the  only 
report,  and  its  numerical  strength  is  greater  than  at  any 
period  of  its  existence.  It  is  now  a  united  body,  and 
backed  by  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  is  bound  to 
prosper.  The  new  rule  as  to  voting  removes  that  un¬ 
desirable  state  of  things  known  as  indiscriminate  voting, 
and  clubs  strong  in  numbers  cannot  any  longer  turn  up  in 
force  to  carry  a  motion  in  favour  of  a  few  to  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  the  many.  The  ballot  has  also  been  adopted, 
and  stringent  restrictions  are  laid  on  travelling  concessions; 
also  many  good  rules  under  which  decisions  can  be  given, 
previously  requiring  a  great  waste  of  time. 


rise  of  water.  Mr.  Eustace  Marrogh  Bernard,  of  Flesk 
Cottage,  landed  six  last  week,  running  from  101b.  up  to 
201b.,  and  several  others  shared  well.  Trout  fishing  in 
Killarney  district  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  I  learn  is  Al. 
The  best  time  for  mixed  sport  thero  is  in  April  and  May, 
and  from  June  to  September  for  big  salmon  and  trout,  with 
moderate  high  water,  and  S.  or  S.W.  wind,  whilst  baits 
mostly  used  are  fly  or  minnow,  but  the  most  taking  for 
salmon  is  the  Spo.  _ 

Tiie  Shannon  Conservancy  Board  at  Limerick,  I  sec, 
are  not  going  to  allow  the  question  of  the  enormous  damage 
to  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  at  Killaloe,  effected  by,  it 
is  said,  the  drainage  works  there,  to  slide  over  so  easily  as 
the  authorities  may  imagine.  The  Conservators  are  again 
about  to  press  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  for  a 
thorough  investigation  into  the  alleged  destruction  of  the 
valuable  fisheries  of  that  district. 


Among  the  most  noted  trout  fisheries  north  of  Dublin  is 
the  Nanny  river,  which  is  within  eighteen  miles’  run 
(G.N.R.)  from  the  city.  It  covers  an  extensive  stretch, 
and  in  the  proper  season — i.e.,  from  this  onward— is  largely 
patronised  by  local  and  Dublin  sportsmen.  The  good 
points  of  the  Nanny  can  be  got  ateither  Duleek  or  Laytown. 
It  is  a  river  free  from  pollution,  and  consequently  contains 
good  healthy  fish.  Rod  fishing  might  now  be  said  to  have 
properly  commenced,  and  in  July  and  August  big  white 
fellows  abound  in  its  waters.  On  the  11th  inst.  seven 
Dublin  rods  were  on  the  river,  Mr.  W.  Murphy,  although 
fighting  odds  against  and  an  adverse  wind,  killed  fifteen, 
and  Mr.  Oscar  May,  nine  plump  silvery  fish. 


A  very  amusing  incident  occurred  to  the  first-named 
gentleman,  which  may  in  a  way  help  to  demonstrate  the 
sturdy  nature  of  the  Nanny  trout.  After  casting  the  line 
and  waiting  patiently  for  some  moments,  Mr.  Murphy 
placed  the  rod  gently  inside  (against)  his  left  arm,  and 
whilst  in  the  act  of  lighting  his  pipe  (a  beautiful  silver- 
mounted  meerschaum)  the  line  got  two  immense  succes¬ 
sive  “chucks,”  when  he  became  so  instantly  excited  in  his 
endeavour  to  make  a  capture,  that  the  pipe  dropped  into 
the  river,  and  himself  and  party,  amid  much  laughter, 
had  the  consolation  of  seeing  it  “floating  gently  down  the 
stream.”  Murphy  first  cursed  the  flsh,  then  he  cursed  the 
pipe,  and  finally  lost  both.  It  was  only  last  Monday 
evening  when  walking  down  Talbot-street,  Dublin,  with 
Mr.  Murphy,  that  he  related  the  incident  to  me.  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  counting  some  change  in  my  hand  at  the 
moment,  when  he  caught  my  arm,  and  in  his  endeavour 
to  practically  illustrate  the  effect  of  the  “chucks”  he 
chucked  the  money  out  of  my  hand,  and  I  think  it  must 
have  been  a  shilling  went  down  a  sink. 

In  Westmeath  district  sport  is  pretty  fair,  but  trout 
fishing  is  as  yet  the  principal  attraction.  On  Friday  last  a 
local  angler  killed  a  trout,  6fib.,  just  below  the  town  of 
Ballingore.  The  Clara  and  Rahere  waters  are  also  worth 
trying  at  this  season,  and  some  good  pike  fishing  may  be 
enjoyed  on  the  Brosna. 


Exports  front  Clttiis 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London ,  anci  viavked  Club  Report  outside  envelops. 
Post  Card  Meports  prefei^red  unless  °or  special  meetings. 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  relate  that  since 
the  beginning  of  the  week  the  dismal  spell  which 
so  long  has  hung  over  angling  interests  in  this 
country  is  gradually  disappearing,  and  that  hence¬ 
forward  we  may  look  with  a  fair  degree  of  confi¬ 
dence  for  much  better  results. 


The  fishing  reports  from  all  parts  of  Ireland  for  the  past 
few  weeks  were  undoubtedly  of  a  very  disappointing 
character,  and  although  in  the  western  and  southern  dis¬ 
tricts  some  nice  salmon  were  killed,  it  was  under  most 
trying  circumstances.  Since  the  welcome  change— which, 
so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  is  pretty  general— anglers  have 
been  on  the  qui  vive ;  and  where  the  master  fish 
has  not  been  lured  to  any  astonishing  extent,  trout 
fishing  is  giving  wonderfully  good  sport.  The  rise  pro¬ 
per, however, cannot  be  expected  in  the  counties  Dublin  and 
Wicklow  until  the  wind  changes  and  we  have  the  balmy 
south-wester,  with  seasonable  showers ;  but,  nevertheless, 
some  excellent  baskets  were  made  on  the  Anglers’  Club  of 
Ireland’s  preserves  at  Swords,  Blessington,  and  Rath- 
drum.  I  might  mention  that  the  general  meeting  of  this 
extensive  club  is  set  down  for  Saturday,  25th  inst.,  at  the 
Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  at  four  o’clock,  when  applications 
for  membership  will  be  received  and  other  business 
transacted.  _ 


Up  far  in  Wicklow  mountains  and  luxuriously  nestled 
by  nature  from  rude  blasts,  still  stands  the  famous  Lough 
Dan,  whose  big  brown  trout,  pike,  & c.,  are  as  renowned  as 
the  beautiful  country  its  waters  slumber  in.  Seldom, 
indeed,  the  whole  year  round,  are  its  banks  stripped  of 
rods,  for  here  success  is  ever  a  certainty.  This  week  a  lot 
of  anglers  are  on  the  lough,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Hopkins,  a  local 
rod,  took  amongst  others  in  one  day  three  trout,  one  2£lb., 
31b.,  and  one  Ulb.  weight,  and  it  is  believed  there  are  much 
heavier  fish  there.  Hare’s  Ear,  March  Brown,  Blue  Body, 
and  Black  Hackle  are  very  effective  at  the  present  time. 

Woodenbridge  and  Vale  of  Oroca  fisheries  continue 
unattractive  as  yet.  Several  Dublin  rods  were  over  the 
Clash  and  Aughrim  rivers,  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and 
Monday,  but  found  waters  not  quite  the  style  and  wind 
unfavourable.  Average  takes  each  day  from  two  to  three 
dozen,  herring  size. 


Beautiful  Killarney— now  that  fair  weather  is  setting 
in— is  beginning  to  come  to  the  front  again.  This  week 
many  more  salmon  have  been  taken,  two  and  sometimes 
three  falling  to  one  rod  in  a  day.  There  has  been  a  good  1 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
Clerken  well,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  20,  at  8.30. 
— R.  Ghurney,  sec.  ’ 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Association,  Foresters’  Hall 
Clerken  well-road  Clerkenwell,  E.C.-Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  10s  Od 
from  Levy,  Pitt  s  Head,  Old-street,  St.  Luke’s ;  10s.  Od.  from 
L.  S.  I  ountaine.  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association. 
Donations:  £2  11s.  6d.  from  Camden  Angling  Society; 
£1 11s.  from  Cobden  Angling  Society  from  their  donation 
boxes.  Ihe  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place 
on  Friday  evening,  April  21,  at  8.30. -R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Clare-market.— On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster,  having 
our  rules  to  revise ;  for  which  purpose  the  committee  will 
tll°  month.  I  also  beg  to  notify  secretaries  of 
.<  om;  iate  secretary,  Mr.  O.  W.  Cox,  better  known 
as  Old  Izaak,  has  long  severed  connection  with  the 
above  society.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.-I  am  pleased  to  state 
our  room  was  well  filled  on  Friday  last,  it  being  the 
Anglers  Association  visit,  ten  clubs  being  well  represented 
Members  must  bear  in  mind  to  clear  up  all  arrears  and 
kindly  pay  in  their  prizes  so  that  we  can  have  distribution 
night  at  an  early  date.— J.  Tucker,  hon.  sec 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen  s-road,  Battersea.— The  annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  will  take  place  Tuesday,  April  28,  Mr.  E.  S. 
Shrubsole  in  the  chair.  All  members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  for  important  business  — G. 
Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on 
luesday,  April  28.  Admission  by  programme,  twopence  ; 
ladies  invited.  The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  May  12.  -A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  Blackfriars.— Next  meeting  night,  22nd 
inst.,  will  be  the  first  of  a  new  year.  New  members’  may 
be  enrolled,  officers  will  be  elected,  balance-sheet  sub¬ 
mitted,  supper  night  arranged,  and  it  is  hoped  alteration 
of  rules  completed.  Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to 
clear  the  books. — G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln  s  Inn  Fields.— Wednesday  last  being 
limit  night  we  had  a  good  muster.  The  auditors  for  the 
quarter  are  Mr.  Small  and  Mr.  Pailes,  jun.  I  hope  all  the 
members  will  attend  on  Monday  next  to  elect  a  new 
secretary.— D.  Warren. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W.— The  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
in  connection  with  the  competition  of  the  8th  of  March  took 
place  this  evening.  Mr.  E  Briggs  took  the  first  prize  with 
101b.  o.ioz. ;  he  also  took  Mr.  Cowper’s  prize  for  the  best 
specimen,  Mr,  Moodie’s  prize  for  the  heaviest  iack,  and 
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Mr.  Lloyd’s  prize  for  t  he  bestjtake.  I  was  second,  with  71b. 
3oz.,  and  also  took  Mr.  Brown’s  prize  for  the  heaviest 
roach.  Mr.  E.  Brigg’s  prize  for  the  second  heaviest  take, 
and  H.  and  K’s.  prize  for  the  best  take  of  roach.  Mr. 
Moore  came  in  third  with  41b.  13oz.,  and  took  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams’  consolation  prize.  After  a  very  good  supper,  put  on 
by  our  landlord,  the  evening  was  harmoniously  spent,  and 
some  very  good  songs  were  given  by  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  Mr.  St.  George,  Mr.  Cecil,  Mr.  Heaton,  Mr.  Thaine, 
Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Moodie,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr. 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Brooker.  Mr.  Lloyd  took  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ducker  the  vice.— H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkeley 
Castle,  Rahare-street,  Goswell-road.— The  next  return  visit 
on  No.  2  Eastern  District  will  take  place  at  the  above 
house  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  21,  when  the  company  of 
as  many  anglers  and  friends  both  on  the  Eastern  and  Central 
Associations  will  greatly  oblige.— Hy.  Tame,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— The  last  of  our  series  of  competitions  (bank-fishing 
in  open  waters)  for  six  prizes,  ranging  from  fifteen  shillings 
down  to  four  shillings,  resulted  as  follows :— First,  C. 
Roberts,  211b.  2oz. ;  second,  W.  Hill,  181b.  (51  oz. ;  third,  A. 
Richards,  181b.  lloz. ;  fourth,  C.  Sturman,  101b.  2oz. ;  fifth, 
C.  Biggs,  jun.,  51b.  oloz. ;  sixth,  P.  Brierly,  41b.  lOoz.  ;  also 
weighed  in,  W.  Ashton,  41b.  5oz.,  and  A.  Hill,  lib.  2oz., 
making  a  total  of  831b.  I  wish  to  respectfully  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  now  is  the  time  to  display  their  true  sportsman¬ 
like  unselfishness  by  assisting  all  they  possibly  can  in  get¬ 
ting  their  good  ship  in  order,  and  fitting  her  out  for  another 
pleasant  and  successful  cruise.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  date  of 
the  annual  dinner  has  been  altered  from  the  29th  to  the 
28th  instant,  and  will  take  place  at  the  Swallow,  Swallow- 
street,  Piccadilly,  W.— W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road.  Kentish  Town.— In  my  last  report  of  our  visit  I 
omitted  to  mention  the  names  of  the  following  clubs. 
Prince  of  Wales,  North  Western,  and  Phoenix,  for  which  I 
express  regret.  Members  are  reminded  that  on  our  break 
outing  on  May  3,  Mr.  Norman  gives  a  prize  of  10s.  6d.  for 
trout.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Canmore  United  Club  (Forfar)  held  their  first  com¬ 
petition  for  the  season,  on  the  Dean,  on  Saturday,  with  the 
following  result :— First,  with  medal  and  special  prize, 
heaviest  basket,  David  Masterton,  lib.  llioz. ;  second, 
special,  presented  by  Mr.  James  Marshall,  Alexander 
Smith,  lib.  9oz. ;  third,  Charles  McKenzie,  lib.  2Joz. ;  fourth, 
William  Langlands,  14oz.  Special  for  lightest  basket,  Mr. 
James  Ormond:  three  heaviest  trout,  D.  Masterton; 
heaviest  trout,  D.  Masterton,  lib.  24oz.— Geo.  M.  Mackay. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society.— I  regret  to  have 
to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Murray  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-eight.  He  was  a  firm  friend,  a  cheerful  com¬ 
panion,  and  a  good  angler  though  a  cripple,  and  for  six 
years  a  members  of  this  society.— C as. 

Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List.— A  visit  on  the 
above  was  paid  to  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  which  was  very  poorly  attended,  Mr. 
Bray  in  the  chair,  the  following  thirteen  societies  being 
represented,  viz. :— Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln,  St. 
John’s,  Convivial,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London, 
Rising  Sun,  Seymour  Brothers,  Funny  Folks,  Islington 
Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Burton  Piscatorials,  and 
Reform.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Convivial  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  City  of  London  Tavern,  Sydney-street, 
City-road.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park. 
—I  beg  to  remind  members  that  Monday  next,  April  20,  a 
special  meeting  is  called  to  arrange  dates  of  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes,  when  I  hope  all  members  will 
attend  as  early  as  possible. — A.  Payne,  sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  Portland-road.  — A  few  members  were  out  on 
the  12th  inst.,  but  no  trout.  The  next  Western  District 
visit  takes  place  Tuesday  next,  the  21st.  Societies  who 
have  not  received  notice,  please  accept  this,  and  oblige.— 
J.  Roach. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 

street,  Shoreditch. — The  next  visit  of  No.  1  Eastern  District 
will  take  place  at  our  club-house,  on  Tuesday,  April  28. 
Mr.  F.  Grey  will  be  chairman  ;  Mr.  G.  Huggett,  vice-chair¬ 
man.  All  are  welcome. — R.  Murphy. 

Grantham  Angling  Association.— The  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  association  was  held  at  the  Dysart  Cafe, 
Market-place,  Grantham,  recently,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Scothern.  There  was  a  large  muster  of 
members  present.  The  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Richardson) 
read  the  annual  report,  which  showed  the  association  to 
be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  the  receipts  being  £58  11s.  2d., 
and  the  payments  £41  16s.  4d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  bank 
and  secretary’s  hands  of  £16  14s.  8d.  The  number  of 
members  for  the  past  year  was  stated  to  be  two  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  being  the  greatest  number  since  the  formation 
of  the  association.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Field, 
seconded  by  Mr.  F.  Long,  the  report  and  balance-sheet 
were  unanimously  adopted.  The  Right  Hon.  FarlBrownlow 
was  unanimously  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Field,  vice 
chairman.  Mr.  Hallam  was  re-elected  treasurer.  The 
appointment  of  a  secretary  occupied  a  considerable  time, 
and  Mr.  J.  II.  W.  Wilkinson  was  appointed  at  a  salary  of 
two  guineas.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  on 
the  committee— namely,  Messrs.  Summers,  Fulbeck, 
Edward,  Edson,  J.  Robinson,  Mills,  Welborn,  A.  Menzies, 
Gardener,  Dowsitt,  and  J.  Hudson. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  with  Dr.  Brunton  in  the 
chair,  when  there  was  an  excellent  attendance  both  of 
members  and  visitors.  It  was  announced  that  next 
Tuesday  there  will  be  a  sea  fishing  competition  at 
Southend,  for  prizes,  viz— 1st,  books,  "value  one  guinea, 
given  by  a  member;  2nd,  fishing  tackle,  value  one  guinea, 
given  by  the  society  ;  3rd,  sea  fishing  tackle,  value  half-a- 
guinea,  given  by  a  member.  Not  less  than  three  fish  to 
take  a  prize.  Competitors  to  leave  Fenchurch-street 
Station  at  9.5  a.m.,  and  exhibit  at  the  society  in  the 
evening.  The  railway  company  have  conceded  tickets  at 
a  low  rate.  Mr.  F.  M.  Jonas,  an  old  member,  exhibited  a 
pike,  caught  by  him  atDobb’s  Weir,  in  the  Lea,  in  February 
last.  It  is  a  very  fine  fish,  and  weighed  when  caught  2631b., 
and  has  been  handsomely  set  up,  and  will  be  on  view  at 
the  Gresham  Society,  Mason’s  Hall  Tavern,  next  Tuesday 
evening,  when  visitors  will  be  welcome.  The  secretary 
read  a  very  quaint- and  humorous  extractfrom  “  Ye  Logge 
of  ye  Gresham  Lugger,”  being  a  description  of  a  trip  from 
Leigh  on  Good  Friday,  which  was  highly  applauded.  Mr. 
Birch  presented  the  society  with  a  cast  of  two  roach  taken 
by  himself,  for  which  he  was  heartily  thanked.  An 
exhibition  of  various  kinds  of  fishing  tackle  then  took 
place,  the  principal  exhibitors  being  Messrs.  Parker  and 
Sardine  ;  and  a  visitor  had  a  waterproof  coat  and  hood  of 


his  own  make,  which  had  stood  eight  years’  wear,  and 
appeared  as  good  as  ever ;  also  a  very  capital  arrangement 
for  carrying  the  coat  and  fishing  gear  on  his  shoulders.  A 
smoking  concert  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  28th,  at 
eight  o’clock.  Members  willing  to  assist  (by  themselves  or 
friends),  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  secretary. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Seven  Sisters-road,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  strong  muster  of 
brother  anglers,  on  Friday  evening  last,  at  our  new 
quarters,  the  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern.  Our  genial  host  is  to 
be  elected  next  Friday,  the  17th  inst.,  and  every  member 
should  attend.  The  prizes  of  the  past  season  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  on  the  1st  of  May.  Members  that  have  not  sent  in 
their  prizes  will  kindly  do  so  on  or  before  the  1st  prox. 

J.  T.  G.,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— I  beg  to  inform  members  that 
the  supper  tickets  are  now  ready,  price  three  shillings 
each,  and  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Gallaway  or  from  me. 
As  time  is  drawing  very  close  now,  I  shall  take  it  as  a 
favour  if  those  gentlemen  who  intend  coming  will  please 
give  their  names  in  at  the  earliest  moment,  so  that  I  may 
safely  guarantee  a  decided  number  to  the  caterer.  Mr. 
Davis  has  presented  the  club  with  a  case,  and  all  it  wants 
now  is  the  prizes  to  put  into  it.  Will  those  friends  who 
have  given  anything  please  note  this  ? — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road.— We  met  as  usual  on  Thursday  last;  after  the 
business  was  done  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony, 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Burton  Piscatorial  Society  and 
the  Golden  Barbel  paying  us  a  frienely  visit.  Songs  and 
recitations  were  given,  W.  Stretch  in  the  chair  ;  an  enjoy¬ 
able  evening  being  spent.  We  have  room  for  a  few  more 
members. — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Kilburn  Piscatorial  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  Cam- 
bridge-gardens. — In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G. 
Dickinson,  our  late  chairman,  the  smoking  concert  an¬ 
nounced  for  Wednesday  next,  will  be  postponed  until 
Wednesday,  May  13,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  a 
visit  from  as  many  brother  anglers  as  can  possibly  attend 
the  concert.  The  funeral  of  our  late  lamented  chairman 
will  take  place  at  old  Willesden  Churchyard,  on  Saturday, 
April  18,  at  4  o’clock  p.m.— J.  E.  G.  Ford,  sec. 

Larkhall  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  above  flourishing  society  took  place 
at  the  Larkhall  Tavern,  Lark  hall-lane.  Some  thirty-six 
jolly  anglers  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  repast,  provided  by 
Mr.  Hall,  the  worthy  host.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
English,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Hawes.  During  the  season, 
although  the  frost  greatly  interfered  with  the  result,  5241b. 
of  fish  were  weighed  in,  the  top  weight  being  1001b.,  caught 
by  Mr.  Watkins  ;  Mr.  Dangerfield,  a  very  old  and  active 
member,  was  a  good  second  with  831b.  Space  will  not 
allow  us  to  give  names  of  the  other  gentle  wielders  of  the 
rod,  neither  will  we  divulge  that  of  the  member  who 
skipped  joyfully  in  with  2Joz.  After  the  usual  toasts,  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  harmoniously  spent. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— On  Monday  last  the 
above  society  received  their  visit  on  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion  List,  which  was  a  great  success,  nineteen  clubs 
answering  the  roll-call.  Some  very  good  songs  were  given 
by  the  following  gentlemen  :— Messrs.  Fritter,  Netheridge, 
Butter,  Stretch,  Taylor,  Culburn,  Lumby,  Sturman,  and 
More.  I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  clubs 
that  assisted  us  on  that  evening,  and  hope  to  return  the 
same  at  some  future  date.  I  also  beg  to  thank  Mr.  J.  C. 
Murray  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  took  the  chair  on 
that  evening ;  also  Mr.  Wright,  of  the  Seymour  Brothers, 
as  vice-chairman.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-street,  Ampthill-square,  N.W.— On  Mon¬ 
day,  April  27,  we  have  our  return  visit  on  the  Central  List. 
A  cordial  welcome  will  be  given  to  all  brother  anglers  who 
can  attend.  As  our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
shortly  it  is  earnestly  requested  that  all  donors  of  prizes 
will  kindly  forward  same  at  their  very  earliest  convenience. 
On  Tuesday  next  we  pay  a  visit  to  the  Seymour  Bros.  A.S. 
to  present  them  with  our  annual  prize,  and  hope  to  meet  a 
goodly  number  of  anglers  present  and  enjoy  a  social  even¬ 
ing.— W.  Brown,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel.  5,  Queen’s- 
road,  Liverpool.— Last  week’s  meeting  was  well  attended; 
one  new  member  (making  eighteen  in  all  this  year)  was 
elected  and  one  nominated.  The  minutes  of  the  quarterly 
meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Resolved  that  the  ar¬ 
rangements,  See.,  for  the  outing  to  the  Yyrnwy  on  the 
23rd,  be  deferred  to  next  meeting.  The  secretary  was  in¬ 
structed  to  procure  about  five  hundred  gudgeon  for  the 
bait  pond  near  the  Knowsley  Water  for  eel  spiking  pur¬ 
poses.  Resolved  that  the  committee  meet  on  the  15th 
iust.  at  eight  p.m.  The  weather  continues  very  uncertain, 
though  its  prevailing  characteristic  is  winterly.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  ours  has  been  having  good  trouting  in  the  Cheshire 
Dee,  Corwen  way,  but  he  is  almost  at  the  top  of  the  tree 
in  respect  to  skill  and  where  to  find  ’em,  and  some  remark¬ 
able  and  true  tales  could  be  told  of  his  achievements,  but 
he  is  modest— very  modest- and  likes  to  hide  his  light  un¬ 
der  a  bushel,  but  glimmers  are  seen  occasionally.— R. 
Wooleall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s-walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road.— We  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  or  Tuesday  evening,  with  Mr.  J.  Dyer,  pre¬ 
sident,  in  the  chair.  The  usual  business  was  got  over,  and 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  this  society  should  apply  at  once  to  the 
secretary  or  at  the  bar,  where  all  information  can  be 
obtained. — J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— At  the  adjourned  annual  general  meeting  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  16th  inst.,  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  were 
elected,  and  the  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
was  fixed  for  Thursday,  May  21,  at  seven  p.m.  A  letter 
was  received  from  the  Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society 
re  Hickling  Broad  Defence  Fund,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  arrived  at  last  week,  the  secretary  was  in¬ 
structed  to  forward  one  guinea  as  a  subscription  for  the 
N.A.P.  Mr.  Grimmett  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  Several  fishing  and  hon.  members  were 
proposed.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon.  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14, 
South-street,  Lambeth.— We  held  our  usual  meeting  on 
April  12,  when  some  good  business  was  done,  although  a 
blank  as  regards  fishing.  On  Tuesday  we  met  as  usual,  it 
being  quarterly  night,  when  we  elected  our  committee  and 
auditors  for  ensuing  quarter.  I  must  call  all  members’ 
attention  to  the  special  general  meeting;  to  be  held  on 
April  19,  when  most  important  business  will  be  transacted. 
— F.  W.  Wallis,  hon.  sec. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-Hill.— The  secretary  and  members  attended 
the  Lincoln  Angling  Club,  on  Monday  last,  which  we 


found  well  represented.  Hoping  the  members  of  the 
above  club  will  attend  Thursday,  as  we  wish  to  get  to 
business  as  regards  calling  a  general  meeting  for  the 
revision  of  rules.  Several  members  made  lately.— J.  G.,sec. 

Norwich  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Piscatorial  S9ciety  was  held 
at  the  Great  Eastern  Hotel  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Nursey  presiding.  Mr.  A.  G.  Emms,  hon.  secretary,  pre¬ 
sented  his  report,  which  set  forth  a  most  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs  as  far  as  the  club  was  concerned,  while  the 
balance-sheet  revealed  the  fact  that  there  was  a  sub¬ 
stantial  balance  in  hand.  Sir  Alfreds.  Gooch,  Bart.,  as 
President,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Mayhew  as  vice-president,  were 
re-elected,  while  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are  Mr. 
W.  Nursey,  chairman  ;  Mr.  W.  R.  W.  Brand,  treasurer ; 
Mr.  A.  G.  Emms,  secretary ;  and  Messrs.  W.  G.  Gale  and 
A.  E.  Daniels,  auditors. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.— On  Thursday, 

April  30,  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  will  read  a  paper  at  the 
club-house,  the  Green  Man,  Oambridge-road,  E. ;  subject, 
“  Chub  and  Dace  Fishing  with  the  Fly.”  The  chair  will 
be  taken  at  8.30  by  Mr.  A.  Beckett.  After  the  reading 
there  will  be  a  vocal  and  instrumental  concert,  at  which 
several  well-known  friends  have  promised  to  attend.— E. 
Brockett.  .  ^ 

Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society.  —  JThe 
annual  dinner  of  the  Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society  was  held  at  the  Crown  and  Thistle,  Market-street, 
Oxford,  on  Thursday  evening  in  last  week.  The  President 
pro  tern.  (Mr.  Sheriff  Lucas)  occupied  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Councillors  How,  James,  and  Rose,  Capt. 
Airey  and  Messrs.  English,  Robinson,  Cooper,  Green 
(Assistant  Inspector  Thames  Conservancy),  C.  Poole,  H. 
Simmonds,  S.  Davis,  Townsend,  Herbert,  Baker,  A.  Stone, 
Margetts,  Barrett,  Abel  Beesley,  J.  Bossom,  T.  Beesley, 
Dixon,  Prior,  Basson,  Collier  and  Fundell.  Mrs.  Gardener, 
hostess,  supplied  a  substantial  meal,  to  which  ample  justice 
was  done  by  a  good  company.  The  toast  of  “The  Queen, 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and.the  rest  of  the  Royal 
Family,”  proposed  by  the  Sheriff,-, was  musically  honoured. 
After  the  loyal  toasts,  Councillor  Rose  gave  what  he 
said  might  properly  be  called  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
“  Success  to  the  Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society.” 
(Applause.)  He  said  no  one  more  earnestly  wished  success 
to  their  society  than  he  did.  To  promote  that  success 
several  things  must  be  combined.  They  knew  the  success 
or  otherwise  depended  in  a  very  great  measure  upon  the 
energy  thrown  into  the  work  by  their  secretary  (Mr. 
English).  He  was  quite  sure  he  might  congratulate  them 
upon  the  indefatigable  manner  in  which  their  secretary 
had  worked  for  some  time  past  for  the  benefit  of  the 
society.  (Applause.)  He  was  quite  sure  Mr.  English  would 
leave  ho  stone  unturned  in  the  future,  anymore  than  he  had 
done  in  the  past,  to  promote  to  the  best  of  his  ability  the 
welfare  of  the  Angling  Society.  (Applause.)  Success  also 
depended  in  a  very  great  measure  upon  the  unanimity  of 
feeling  that  existed  between  their  members.  The  way  to 
make  the  angling  society  a  success  would  be  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  doing  all  they  possibly  could  and  using  every  endeav¬ 
our  to  obtain  what  might  be  called  private  waters  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  fishing  on  the  river  Thames.  He  thought  if 
they  had  a  larger  amount  of  water  that  they  could  more 
strictly  preserve  than  they  could  do  with  the  long  reach  on 
the  Thames,  they  would  be  very  likely  to  extend  their 
numbers  considerably  thereby,  and  increase  their  income  ; 
and  they  could  not  only  preserve  such  waters,  but  stock 
them  with  fish,  so  that  they  would  not  find  many  of  their 
members  fish  all  day  without  catching  any  fish,  but  they 
would  return  home  with  baskets  pretty  well  filled  instead 
of  being  empty,  (Applause.)  As  regarded  the  grant  of 
twelve  guineas  from  the  Oxford  Corporation,  he  might  say 
that  would  be  given  to  the  Angling  Society  again  this  year. 
He  thought  there  was  an  impression  existing  in  the  minds 
of  some  people  that  they,  as  an  angling  society,  used  the 
grant  not  for  their  personal  benefits,  but  for  the  benefits  of 
its  members.  As  he  stated  at  the  meeting  of.  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  that  was  not  correct  at  all.  It  was 
very  well  understood  so  far  as  members  of  the  Angling 
Society  were  concerned  that  this  grant  given  to  them  by 
the  Corporation  was  spent  for  the  benefit  of  the  City 
fisheries,  so  that  the  citizens  of  Oxford,  or  any  one  who 
chose  to  go  and  fish,  could  derive  benefit  from  the  spending 
of  the  money.  (Applause.)  He  thought  he  was  perfectly 
justified  in  making  use  of  that  remark,  in  fact  he  knew  he 
was.  (Applause.)  He  wished  them  every  possible  success 
in  the  future.  (Applause.)  Mr.  English,  in  acknowledging 
the  toast,  expressed  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  see  so 
many  friendly  faces  gathered  around  them,  showing  by 
their  presence  that  they  had  some  sympathy  with  the 
Angling  Society  in  the  work  which  they  had  been  trying 
to  do.  (Applause.)  He  should  like  to  see  such  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  regard  to  the  prospects  of  angling  in  Oxford  as 
would  induce  local  anglers  to  spend  their  time  and  money 
about  their  own  river  instead  of  migrating  to  other  parts 
of  the  country,  as  many  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  do. 
Sportsmen  and  others  who  went  about  the  country  during 
summer  time  and  settled  a  month  at  a  time  at  a  riverside 
station  gave  an  impetus  to  trade  wherever  they  might  be. 
He  for  one  did  not  despair  of  seeing  Oxford  part  of  the 
river  Thames  as  good  as  any  other  part  between  here  and 
London.  (Applause.)  Interest  in  their  society  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  fact  that  a  hundred  and  fifty  were  doing  their 
utmost  and  using  their  influence  in  the  interests  of  fair 
fishing.  Then  again,  every  one  who  went  out  fishing  knew 
that  he  must  put  all  under-sized  fish  back  into  the  river. 
Further  interest  in  their  society  was  to  be  plainly  seen  in 
the  fact  that  they  had  with  them  that  evening  the  Sheriff 
of  Oxford,  supported  by  three  of  the  members  of  the 
Corporation,  all  of  whom  he  was  proud  to  say  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  society,  and  who  were  in  themselves  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  strength  to  any  society  to  which  they  might  belong. 
Then  they  had  honoured  friends,  the  watermen  and  the 
lock-keepers,  besides  two  or  three  experienced  members  of 
the  Oxford  City  Police  Force.  (Applause.)  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  other  toasts,  songs.  See.,  were  given  by 
Messrs.  Lyster,  Davis,  Stone,  Bauglian,  and  Bryant,  and 
the  evening  was  harmoniously  spent. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe.  Lisson- 
grove.— I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  our  auditors  re¬ 
ported  the  above  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state.  All  mem¬ 
bers  will  kindly  oblige  by  showing  early  on  the  29th,  when 
we  distribute  our  annual  prizes;  also  the  list  for  the  supper 
is  now  open. — W.  B. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— At  our  next  meeting  we  shall  start  revising 
our  rules,  when  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  a  good 
muster.  Any  member  requiring  programmes  for  the  con¬ 
cert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund  may  obtain 
them  by  coming  to  the  club-house  ;  the  above  concert  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  at  the  Pitt’s  Head,  Grange- 
road.— E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Rother  Angling  Club,  Eckington.— A  general  meeting 
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of  this  club  was  held  at  the  Coach  and  Horses  Inn, 
Eokington,  on  Saturday  night,  and  largely  attended.  A 
magnificent  black  marble  timepiece  was  presented  to  the 
president,  Mr.  Thomas  Tyson,  in  recognition  of  his  services 
during  the  past  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Branson  Topham,  of 
ltenishaw,  on  bohalf  of  the  members,  made  the  presenta¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Tyson,  in  accepting  the  gift,  thanked  the  mem¬ 
bers.  He  should  highly  prize  the  gift  as  long  as  he  lived. 
A  pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by  songs,  reci¬ 
tations,  &c. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Distillers  Arms, 
Albert  Embankment.— On  the  1st  inst.  the  yearly  club  and 
members’  prizes  were  handed  to  the  various  winners  by 
our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  G.  George.  Mr.  Wood  took 
first  gross  weight  club  prize,  first  halt  yearly  gross  weight 
given  by  Mr.  Brocken,  first  for  specimen  chub,  first  for 
specimen  bream,  and  divided  the  prize  for  the  most  speci¬ 
men  fish  of  the  various  kinds.  Mr.  J.  Wright,  second 
gross  weight  yearly  club  prize,  second  half  yearly  gross 
weight  given  by  Mr.  Brocken,  first  for  specimen  roach, 
first  for  specimen  dace,  and  divided  with  Mr.  Wood  the 
prize  given  for  most  specimen  fish  of  the  various  kinds. 
Mr.  Walls,  first  for  specimen  gudgeon,  and  tied  with  Mr. 
Stone  with  heaviest  jack  caught  during  the  season,  for 
prize  promised  by  Mr.  Elson.  Mr.  A.  Mayo,  first  for  speci¬ 
men  tench,  and  the  cloth  for  a  pair  of  trousers  given  by 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Stone,  a  prize  for  second  heaviest  bream, 
and  cloth  for  a  coat  given  by  Mr.  Wood,  for  heaviest 
weight  of  fish  caught  during  the  contest  for  the  last  series 
of  prizes,  and  tied  with  Mr.  Walls  with  jack.  He  also 
won  the  prize  promised  by  Mr.  Elson  for  the  heaviest  carp. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  the  able 
manner  in  distributing  the  prizes  brought  the  meeting  to 
a  close.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Association,  Darlington.— 
The  members  met  in  their  club  room  on  the  14th  inst., 
Mr.  C.  H.  Sharp  in  the  chair.  The  balance  sheet  was  read 
from  the  ball  committee,  showing  a  surplus  of  several 
pounds,  it  having  been  the  most  popular  ever  held  since 
the  initiation  three  years  ago.  The  annual  spring  contest 
having  been  postponed  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  was 
fixed  for  the  25th  of  this  month.  After  much  discussion  it 
was  decided  to  have  a  “go  as  you  please”  match  amongst 
the  members,  on  the  club  water,  below  the  fish  locks,  near 
Middleton,  one  rod,  in  the  Tees.  It  is  expected  to  prove 
the  most  interesting  contest  yet  held,  as  the  fly  fishers 
fancy  themselves,  while  the  “old  redoubtables ”  mean  to 
be  in  it  as  usual  in  their  favourite  style  of  bottom  fishing. 
— J.  F.  Smythe,  secretary. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— Our  adjourned  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  here  on  Monday  next,  April  20,  at 
8.30  sharp.  The  date  fixed  for  our  annual  dinner  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  prizes  is  Tuesday,  May  12,  when  we  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 
A  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  St. 
Albans  and  Excelsior  on  the  15th,  when  I  am  sorry  to  say 
only  nine  clubs  responded  to  the  roll-call.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Walworth  Waltonians.  Notice  of  date  next 
week. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross.— We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  11th, 
Mr.  A.  Fry  in  the  chair,  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  Phillips.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  not  to  forget  that  the  books  must 
be  closed  by  April  28.  I  hope  to  see  all  present  next 
Tuesday,  so  that  we  fix  a  date  for  the  distribution  of  prizes. 
— H.C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday,  April  15,  was  a 
general  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes,  Mr.  Harry 
Baily  in  the  chair,  and  a  very  good  muster  of  members  and 
friends.  The  final  arrangements  for  thcannual  dinner  were 
made  and  settled  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  C.  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert,  chairman;  H.  Broadway,  vice-chairman  ; 
pianist,  Mr.  Vivian  Blanchard.  Ten  and  sixpence  was 
voted  from  the  funds  to  the  Conn  testimonial.  Our  visit 
on  the  South  London  List  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April 
28,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  brother  anglers 
with  cordial  welcome — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George.  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.-  On  Wednesday  last,  April  15,  Messrs. 
C.  Groom,  F.  Blunkell,  and  G.  Pilgrim  were  elected  mem¬ 
bers,  and  Messrs.  Richard  Harling,  Alexander  Harling, 
Alfred  Bowden,  Alec  Corras,  and  Robert  W.  Land  werepro- 
posed  as  members,  to  be  balloted  for  next  Wednesday.  I 
have  again  to  ask  members  to  send  in  their  prizes  as  soon 
as  possible.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— We  have  a  special 
meeting  on  Thursday,  April  23,  for  altering  certain  rules, 
and  to  arrange  about  our  annual  supper,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend.  Donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  for- 
wprdthem  on  and  oblige. — W.  M.,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Members  who  have  not  paid  in  their 
subscriptions  are  requested  to  remit  the  same  to  the  sec¬ 
retary  before  Thursday  next,  to  enable  the  auditors  to 
get  the  balance  sheet  printed.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  club  is  postponed  to  Thursday,  May  7;  members  of 
club3  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.— J.  J.  Hunter, 
hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

{30  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  mm.  for  Kew. 

40  „  ,,  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

45  „  ,,  Hammer-  Add4  80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  „  ,.  Barnes.  V.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. _ A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 

very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at 

London 

Morning. 

.  ..  9.37  .. 

Bridge. 

Evening 

.  10.22 

Sunday,  ,,  19 . 

Monday,  „  20 . 

Tuesday,  „  21 . 

...  11.0  .. 

o.27 

.  11.33 

.  0.  3 

.  0.47 

1.21 

Friday,  „  24 . . . 

. . .  2.  9  . , 

.  2.23 

Saglish,  aud  Welsh  Saports. 

Tho  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  con¬ 
tinuation  of  such  cold  and  ungenial  weather  which  has 
prevented  the  trout  from  feeding  at  the  surface  has  kept 
the  anglers  away  from  the  river,  and  on  making  some  visits 
to  the  rivers  this  week  the  only  information  I  could  glean 
was  that  the  water  from  appearance  was  in  good  condition, 
but  the  weather  was  too  cold  for  the  anglers,  and  scarcely 
a  trout  had  been  seen  in  consequence  on  the  move.  The 
rearing  stream  at  Sunbury  has  been  thoroughly  cleared 
out  preparatory  to  the  reception  of  the  twenty  thousand 
perch  ova  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistoad,  of  the  Solway 
Fisheries,  Dumfries,  which  will  arrive  about  the  middle  of 
May.  There  wero  found  in  the  stream  about  three  thou¬ 
sand  small  fish  of  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  about  one 
dozen  of  perch  which  were  all  placed  in  the  river.  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  who  is  taking  great  interest  in  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  perch,  will  make  some  alterations  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  youngsters  when  the  ova  is  vivified  into 
active  life,  and  he  hopes  to  evidence  a  result  that  the  place 
is  capable  of  propagating  the  ova  of  perch.  One  of  the  most 
successful  results  of  rearing  trout  at  Sunbury  was  at  one 
time  when  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley, 
who  having  nursed  the  fish  for  a  couple  of  seasons,  found, 
on  clearing  the  stream  out,  three  hundred  and  ninety 
splendid  specimens  of  trout,  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in 
length,  which  were  not  only  carefully  placed  in  the  river, 
but  were  often  heard  of.  He  has  in  his  possession  a  pre¬ 
served  example  of  one  of  these  fish  at  his  residence  at 
Chale,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  no  doubt  his  mind  fre¬ 
quently  lingers  over  it  in  previous  remembrance  of  the 
day,  when  such  an  excellent  result  was  achieved.  At  the 
end  of  this  week  the  river  is  to  receive  the  benefit  of  five 
hundred  yearling  perch,  which  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of 
Caistor,  has  been  able  to  supply,  and  they  will  be  quietly 
placed  in  different  portions  of  the  water  under  the  watch¬ 
fulness  of  the  T.  A.P.S.,  and  all  anglers,  by  way  of  apprecia¬ 
tion,  should  render  some  pecuniary  help,  as  the  consign¬ 
ment  of  such  valuable  fish  cannot  be  made  without 
touching  the  funds  of  the  society.  Very  much  more  would 
be  done  by  the  committee  if  they  had  the  means  to  do 
it.— B. 

Upper  Thames.— Much  more  rain  must  have  fallen  in 
the  upper  regions  of  the  river  than  in  the  mid,  for  at  such 
stations  as  Goring,  Henley,  Marlow  and  Bray,  quite  a  push 
of  water  has  been  experienced,  which  (my  correspondents 
tell  me)  has  more  or  less  interfered  with  the  chance  of  sport 
amid  the  trout.  Anglers,  new  and  old,  have  been  hard  at 
work  in  the  Upper  Thames  in  every  likely  spot;  but  the 
result,  so  far  as  I  can  glean,  has  only  been  a  miscarriage 
of  justice,  that  is,  such  baby  trout  that  all  true  sportsmen 
have  returned  them,  to  grow  wiser  and  better  developed. 
In  the  Marlow  district,  Dr.  Brown  has  had  four  trout,  all 
under  31b.,  and  as  per  usual  with  this  gentleman,  all  care¬ 
fully  returned  to  mother  water.  Thursday  evening. —Tho 
wind,  which  has  for  days  persistently  stuck  in  the  east,  has 
gone  right  about,  so  with  the  sun  deigning  to  shia^  in  ere 
is  a  chance  for  anglers  on  trout  intent  to  beat  record  before 
the  madding  crowd  scare  the  fish  into  inaccessible  nooks 
and  unspinnable  corners.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— Not  much  improvement 
in  the  weather,  but  the  water  has  got  into  good  condition. 
There  has  been  a  few  trout  fishers  out,  but  with  very  poor 
success.  There  is  very  little  prospect  of  sport  until  we  get 
the  weather  warmer.  There  has  been  several  nice  jack 
taken  whilst  trout  fishing.  One  gentleman  caught  two  on  the 
12th,  one  fish  ran  41b.  and  the  other  31b.  On  Tuesday  a 
bank-angler  caught  a  jack  between  Gib.  and  71b.  They 
were  all  caught  close  to  the  island  and  returned.  I  have 
no  doubt  should  we  get  warmer  weather  there  will  be  some 
good  trout  fishing,  and  will  be  in  better  condition  than 
they  would  have  been  at  the  opening  of  the  season. — R. 
Plummer,  sen. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Though  weather  up  to  time  of 
writing  has  not  been  favourable  for  Thames  trouting. 
Three  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week;  the  best 
going  61b.  A  handsome  fish  which  succumbed  to  a  Green 
spiral  minnow,  also  a  smaller,  21b.,  to  the  same  lure,  which 
being  in  poor  condition  was  promptly  returned.  Mr.  H. 
Sturton,  of  Eton,  had  a  nice  fish  of  41b.  3£oz.  from  the 
Windsor  weir  stage  on  the  11th  inst.,  the  first  weighed  in 
this  season  to  the  local  piscatorial  society.  Water  is  in 
prime  order  and  a  change  in  the  weather  appears  imminent 
which  will  undoubtedly  improve  Thames  trout  prospects. 
— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Avon  (Hampshire).— Good  sport  has  been  had  by 
gentlemen  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Ritigwood, 
this  week.  Ma’or  Bally  succeeded  in  landing  a  salmon, 
scaling  211b.;  Maior  Dunn,  251b. ;  Rev.  Townsend,  201b.;  and 
Mr.  Verizchoyley,  301b. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— Very  cold  easterly  winds  and 
water  finer.  Two  visitors  and  your  reporter  had  good 
baskets  last  Friday  and  Saturday  (10th  and  11th  instant). 
Killing  flies  :  Olive  Quill.  Hare’s  Flex,  ribbed  gold  twist, 
winged  Blue  Upright.  The  visitors  at  Carnarvon  Arms 
doing  very  well,  and  large  rises  are  made  in  the  lower 
water.— Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— The  weather  has  been  warmer  during  the 
past  week,  but  the  wind,  as  a  rule,  has  been  easterly. 
Strolling  down  the  Chichester  Canal  a  few  days  since,  I 
noticed  myriads  of  roach  and  bream  ;  in  fact,  every  yard 
of  water  was  teeming  with  fish  life.  Roach  and  bream 
were  the  most  numerous.  Perch,  for  which  the  water  has 
been  famous,  are  pretty  well  cleared  out  by  the  boys,  who 
take  home  scores  of  fingerlings.  A  few  good  carp  were 
to  be  seen  near  Donnington,  and  what  pike  there  are  all 
seem  about  the  same  size,  from  31b.  to  41b.  With  a  change 
of  stock  and  preservation,  this  should  be  one  of  the  best 
waters  in  the  kingdom.  A  few  roach  and  dace  have  been 
taken  from  the  Adur,  the  roach  in  grand  condition  and  up 
to  lioz.  in  weight.  Chub  are  taking  fly  in  the  upper  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Ouse,  and  in  the  tidal  water  roach  arc  feeding 
fairly  well.  Harbour  fishing  is  improving.  Last  week 
Mr.  James  Wright  took  eight  herring,  shad  and  a  gurnet  at 
one  tide.  A  few  smelt  have  been  taken,  but  although 
numbers  may  bo  seen  they  are  not  feeding  well  at  present. 
—George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— Rain  -would  be  welcome,  as 
the  streams  are  again  getting  rather  low.  However, 
owing  to  warm  weather  and  south-west  wind,  good  baskets 
have  been  made.  With  anger  and  with  sorrow,  I  saw  in 
our  market-place  last  week  some  very  small  trout ;  show¬ 
ing  every  evidence  of  having  been  foully  murdei’ed  by  lime. 
If  either  the  energetic  inspector  of  fishermen,  or  the  police 
can  put  salt  on  the  tails  of  those  who  did  it,  lodgings  free 
will  be  provided  for  a  month  or  two.  Our  magistrates  in 
cases  of  this  sort  do  not  believe  in  optional  fines.  Sea¬ 
fishing  much  improved  ;  plenty  of  pollack  are  ready  and 
willing  to  take  fly,  india-rubber  sand-eel,  or  rag  worm, 
tho  latter  for  choice.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— After  a  weary  month  of  the  thrice-  | 


accursed  east  wind  wo'  have  at  last  a'change  to  tho  west, 
and,  given  a  good  black  rain  to'raise  the  river  from  its  low 
clear  condition,  anglers’  prospects  should  brighten  up  a  bit. 
Very  little  has  been  done  of  late  among  the  trout,  a  dozen 
fish  being  looked  upon  as  a  fair  basket.  A  few  very  fine 
specimens  of  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been  killed,  good 
plump  fellows,  a  pound  in  weight,  and,  what  is  still  more 
satisfactory,  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  trout,  4oz.  or  5oz. 
in  weight,  which  were  evidently  a  cross  between  a  Loch 
Leven  trout  and  the  ordinary  fario.  This  looks  as  if  the 
venture  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  in  introducing 
four  thousand  Loch  Leven  yearlings  into  the  Eden  was 
going  to  prove  a  success.  Last  week  the  river  was  in  fine 
order  for  salmon,  and,  in  spite  of  the  frosty  nights,  several 
fish  were  killed  running  from  91b.  to  141b.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Horrocks  had  two;  Mr.  Ledward,  two;  Mr.  John  Hills  and 
Mr.  Eustace  Hills,  each  one  ;  and  Thomas  Little,  one.  The 
nets  have  been  doing  but  little  execution,  and  salmon  is 
dear— two  shillings  per  pound.  Salmon  trout  are  beginning 
to  run.  I  notice  that  two  notorious  salmon  poachers, 
“Bant  ”  Pattinson  and  Thomas  Armstrong,  have  been  sent 
to  gaol  for  three  months  by  the  City  bench.  This  is  a 
staggerer  for  the  Rickergate  gang.— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire). — The  weather  has  been  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  week  cold  and  dull,  and  alto¬ 
gether  unfavourable  to  sport.  The  snow  water  has,  how¬ 
ever,  cleared  away  and  the  river  is  in  good  order.  Nearly 
all  the  kelts  have  got  down  to  the  sea  on  the  late  floods, 
which  were  unusually  heavy  and  protracted.  —  J.  J. 
Jackson. 

Greata  (Rokeby,  near  Barnard  Castle).— Your  cor¬ 
respondent  was  able  to  bring  home  a  nice  basket  of  ten  on 
Tuesday  last,  not  large,  but  in  excellent  condition.  Every 
fish  taken  with  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  March  Brown 
they  would  not  look  at. — J.  It. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — There  is  some  improvement  in 
the  weather,  but  the  winds  arc  still  cold,  and  though  there 
is  more  sunshine  angling  is  still  an  unpleasant  operation. 
Only  very  few  are  attacking  the  trout  as  yet,  and  there  is 
little  or  no  tendency  among  the  fish  to  rise  to  anything. 
Worm  fishing  would  no  doubt  be  the  most  successful, 
though  it  might  be  worth  while  trying  some  of  the  earlier 
dressings.  The  waters  are  very  fine  and  the  streams  are 
low.— L. 

Leicester.— Angling  in  Leicestershire  this  week  has  not 
shown  much  improvement.  The  weather  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  changeable,  and  although  there  has  not  been 
sufficient  rain  to  deter  anglers  from  trying  their  luck  for 
trout  at  the  brooks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  the  fish  do 
not  seem  to  have  come  on  so  much  as  might  have  been 
expected.  Again  the  takes  in  the  maiority  of  cases  have 
not  exceeded  a  brace,  or  a  couple  of  brace  per  rod.  Until 
the  weather  is  more  settled  anglers  cannot  hope  to  make 
any  good  baskets,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  fish 
have  been  seen  in  goodly  numbers  in  the  more  noted 
streams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
have  now  gone  down,  and  are  in  order  for  flyfishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  and  warmer,  and  the  trout  have 
been  more  on  the  move,  and  have  risen  freely  at  the  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Cow-dung,  Red  Palmer,  and  February 
Red,  and  some  very  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  landed  with  the  Blue  Dun,  in 
the  Lugg.  In  the  Arrow,  a  few  good  fish  have  been  caught 
with  tbe  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
sport  in  it  good.— G Wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— These  rivers 
are  in  good  angling  trim,  and  the  trout  are  feeding  freely 
on  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cow-dung,  February  Red, 
and  Red  Palmer,  which  flies  have  accounted  for  some  nice 
baskets  during  the  week.  Prospects  of  sport  in  the  near 
future  very  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— Time  of  writing  a  splendid 
change  of  weather  has  set  in  ;  wind  W.,  and  much  milder  ; 
should  it  continue  I  am  certain  it  will  repay  the  angler  to 
visit  the  above  water.  There  has  been  during  last  week  or 
so  several  gentlemen  anglers— more  on  a  visit  to  host 
Rolph  than  to  fish,  although  the  weather  has  been  very 
cold,  with  N.  wind ;  during  the  week  on  this  account  not 
much  has  been  done.  I  wish  to  remind  anglers— especially 
new  club  members— this  is  a  free  river,  open  all  the  year, 
and  up  to  the  first  week  in  May  roach  will  be  clean  and 
good.  In  your  issue  of  the  second  week  in  May,  all’s  well, 

I  intend  to  give  a  f ufi  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
roach,  and  if  any  gentleman  angler  from  about  May  10 
wish  to  accompany  me  seven  or  eight  miles  on  this  river 
with  rod  and  line  it  will  back  me  up  in  my  opinion  then. 
The  Editor  has  my  address.  I  wish  to  remind  all  anglers 
there  is  plenty  of  native  talent  for  advice,  who  wish  to 
earn  a  living  without  so-called  professional  anglers  from 
other  places,  but  Mr.  Rolph  gives  his  all  free.— John  O. 
George. 

Ouse,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— Weather  on  the  improve,  and 
rivers  and  streams  setting  and  clearing,  which  of  course 
means  a  more  cheering  prospect  for  the  fly  fishermen.  On 
Friday,  the  10th.  several  members  of  the  York  clubs  paid 
their  initiatory  visit  of  the  trout  season  to  the  Helmsley 
district  of  the  Rye  and  Ricall,  including  Dr.  Noble,  Mr. 
Melrose,  Mr.  Clarkson,  Mr.  Bainbridge,  and  Mr.  R.  C. 
Bainbridge.  The  conditions  were  not  found  favourable  to 
fly-fishing,  the  water  being  discoloured  and  the  usual 
easterly  wind  blowing.  The  six  and  a-half  brace  of  the 
Messrs.  Bainbridge  formed  the  best  basket  of  the  day.  I 
am  requested  to  ask  you  to  give  publicity  in  your  im¬ 
portant  columns  to  the  two  following  communications ; — 
"Anglers  in  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  District  are  warned 
against  being  misled  by  statements  to  the  effect  that 
licences  for  fishing  for  trout  are  only  required  in  salmon 
rivers.  The  recent  ease  ‘  Nicholson  v.  Sisson  ’  occurred  in 
the  ‘  Eden  ’  Fishery  District,  which  consists  exclusively  of 
salmon  rivers,  and  does  not  apply  to  Yorkshire.  The  York¬ 
shire  Fishery  District  comprises  as  much  of  the  rivers 
Derwent,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ure,  Swale,  Ouse,  and  Humber, 
and  their  tributaries,  as  lies  within  the  county  of  York, 
whether  the  waters  included  are  or  are  not  salmon  rivers. 
Every  person  fishing  for  trout  or  char  in  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  District  without  a  licence  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
five  pounds.”  This  rather  implies  inconsistency  on  the  part 
of  the  Yorkshire  Conservancy  Board  in  a  rod  tax  being 
enforced,  whilst  untaxed  nets  are  used  with  impunity  every 
time  the  Ouse  is  in  flood  to  the  great  detriment  of  all  kinds 
of  fishing,  as  the  following  will  prove  Sir, —Whilst 
walking  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouse,  near  the  Museum 
Gardens,  on  Monday  last,  I  noticed  some  men  fishing  with 
net,  commonly  known  as  a  ‘pole  net.’  Can  any  of  your 
readers  inform  mo  whether  this  practice  is  legal  or  not, 
either  in  the  open  or  at  all  events  in  the  close  season  ?  If 
illegal,  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  it?— Yours, 
& c.,  Piscator.”— Ronald. 

Plymouth.  —  Sea  Fishing.— The  weather  during  the 
last  week  has  not  been  very  favourable  for  fishing  and  a 
few  boats  have  been  out.  still  a  few  pollack  and  bass  have 
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been  taken,  the  former  at  the  back  of  Drakes  Island,  and 
the  latter  at  the  Great  Western  Docks  where  they  are 
caught  principally  at  night.  We  are  busy  now  getting 
ready  the  nets  for  mackerel  which  we  expect  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  I  saw  some  very  fine  ones  on  a  string, 
yesterday.— William  Hearder. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle).— The  river  is  full  of  snow 
broth  from  the  fells  further  up,  and  until  this  is  cleared 
out  no  really  good  sport  can  be  looked  for.  On  Tuesday,  a 
basket  of  eight  fish  was  got  near  Cotherstone.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  one  of  thirteen,  near  Whorl  ton  Bridge,  and  on  the 
same  day  a  lucky  disciple  of  “  old  Isaac”  managed  to  land 
a  l.,lb.  fish,  at  Piercebridge,  which  is  the  best  fish  I  have 
heard  oOhis  season. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now  run¬ 
ning  in  capital  order  for  angling,  having  cleared  and 
towered  since  last  week.  The  weather  has  turned  fine 
ond  warmer,  and  the  trout  have  moved  well.  The  flies 
are  on  the  water  in  good  numbers,  and  the  trout  are  taking 
them  freely.  The  best  flies  arc  the  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  February  Red,  and  Cow-dung.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  successful  With  the  worm.  On  Saturday  in  the  water 
near  Ashford,  a  gentleman  tried  the  Blue  Dun,  and  March 
Brown,  find  landed  thirteen  fine  trout,  not  one  of  the  fish 
scaling  under  jib.  In  the  water  near  Ludford,  Mr.  Smith 
took  eight  good  trout  with  the  Blue  Dun.  On  Monday 
nine  trout  were  landed  near  Whitcliffe.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Brookes  caught  four  nice  trout  with  the  fly.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order  for 
fishing.  A  few  fish  taken  in  them  this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  has  now  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  is  greatly  improved  by  the  flush  of 
water.  The  weather  has  been  more  suitable  for  angling, 
and  a  fair  number  have  been  out.  The  trout  have  rose 
freely  at  the  fly.  The  chief  flies  are  the  Blue  Dun  and 
March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful.  On 
Tuesday  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  caught  with  the  Blue  Dun 
and  March  Brown.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  in  order  for  fishing.  A  little  sport  has  been  had 
in  them  this  week. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  in  capital  order  for 
fishing  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  lots  of  salmon  have 
been  taken  with  the  rod  and  a  quantity  of  trout,  favourite 
flies  March  Browns  (they  have  been  swarming  some  days), 
Blue  Uprights,  and  Hare’s  Flax,  Palmer,  known  in  some 
places  by  the  name  of  the  Killer.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  Trent  on  Wednesday  was 
lining  down  into  splendid  condition  for  salmon  fishing,  and 
With  the  water  a  little  lower  holders  of  licences  are  con¬ 
fident  of  meeting  with  sport.  A  few  gentlemen  were  out 
at  sbardlow  and  King’s  Mills  on  Tuesday,  and  in  the  latter 
reach  Mr.  Capeness,  of  Derby,  hooked  a  fish  with  the 
trolling  bait,  but  it  suddenly  turned  off  after  making  one 
vigorous  run.  There  is  nothing  doing  on  any  of  the  lower 
sections  of  the  river,  although  anglers  are  not  without 
hope.  Trout  are  showing  better  sport  on  the  tributaries, 
and  more  aquatic  flies  are  out.  The  Colwick  fishery  is 
said  to  have  changed  hands,  and  negociations  are  pending 
for  the  taking  over  by  a  few  Nottingham  gentlemen  of  the 
One  below  Kneeton  Hills.  The  latter  is  one  of  the  best 
chub  waters  on  the  lower  Trent. — The  Man  at  the  Clubs. 

Tyne.— I  had  sixteen  fine  trout  taken  with  March 
Brown,  few  more  fine  fish  taken,  several  salmon  taken. 
Devils  Water,  Isaac  Baty,  Ksq.,  solicitor.  Hexham,  eleven 
good  trout,  fish  taken  largely.  S.  H.  ten  average  trout. 
Reed,  Mr.  Pace  N.  Castle  thirty  six  good  trout,  Mr. 
Robson,  nine  ;  W.  Price,  Hexham,  ten ;  March  Brown, 
and  Alder  fly.  West  wind,  weather  good,  sport  may  be 
expected.— G.  II.  , 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  cold  winds  we 
have  had  during  the  past  week  have  again  made  it  im¬ 
possible  to  obtain  any  sport  with  the  fly  on  either  scream. 
A  few  fish  have  been  killed  in  the  Derwent  by  the  bottom 
fishermen.  But  until  the  weather  becomes  warmer  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  but  little  to  report.  I  should  advise 
anglers  that  have  a  mind  to  try  their  luck  to  use  the  Olive 
Quill  and  Blue  Dun.— Dotterel. 

Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). -A  delightful  change  in 
the  weather  to-day,  mild,  copious  rain,  which  was  much 
wanted.  The  following  anglers  have  visited  the  lake 
during  the  past  week:  -Mr.  Adkins  (Birmingham),  Mr. 
Humphreys  (Menai  Bridge),  Mr.  Edwards,  Captain  Jones, 
Mr.  Langtry,  Drs.  Hughes  and  Williams  (Holyhead),  Rev. 
W.  W.  Thomas  (Pentrevolas),  Rev.  O.  Owen,  and  Mr. 
Price.  No  great  catches  can  be  recorded,  as  the  wind 
dropped  in  the  evening,  when  the  fish  rose  to  the  flies.  I 
took  three  decent  trout  with  a  Black  Gnat.  The  lake 
seems  full  of  fish,  and  white  trout  of  large  size  are  seen  all 
over  the  lake. — W.  H. 

Crygyll.— Last  Saturday  Mr.  Adkins,  Birmingham,  got 
ten  fine  trout,  two  over  lib.  each ;  the  writer  six.  A  few 
days  before,  Mr.  Harverson,  Tycrocs,  got  a  splendid  brown 
trout  weighing  2Jlb.;  and  Mr.  Adkins  lost  an  apparent  41b. 
trout  when  on  the  point  of  being  grassed.— W.  H. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).  —  The 
fishing  has  been  very  good  during  the  past  week,  and 
everal  good  baskets  of  trout  taken,  and  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition.  Some  of  the  trout  were  quite  beyond  the  average 
weight.  Two  fresh-run  salmon  have  also  been  landed 
elow  the  weir  above  Haverfordwest.— H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales!,  via  Oswestry.— It 
really  seems  as  though  this  terrible  winter  was  never 
going  to  end,  for  last  Wednesday  we  were  again  favoured 
with  half  a  blizzard,  and  the  hills  were  once  more  covered 
with  snow.  This  morning,  however,  there  is  a  more  spring¬ 
like  appearance  about  the  surroundings.  In  the  interim 
we  have  passed  through  a  series  of  “  flat  calms,”  fogs,  and 
raw  north-easters,  and  several  anglers  have  postponed 
their  intended  visit  for  a  short  time  on  this  account.  Flies, 
Black  and  Mallard,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Zulu,  and  a  hackle 
March  Brown  dressed  with  gold  wire.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  a  lady  (Mrs.  Catto)  caught  three  good  trout 
yesterday,  one  weighing  ljlb.  The  average  weight  of  the 
fish  is  showing  very  well  considering  there  is  so  little  fly 
out.  Wednesday,  five  rods,  twenty-six  trout,  221b.  2oz. ; 
best  baskets,  Messrs.  Gurnett  two  rods,  seventeen,  14jlb. ;. 
heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Gurnett,  ljlb.  and  lib.  6oz.  Thursday, 
four  rods,  fifty  trout,  501b.  2oz. ;  best  basket,  Mr.  Bromilow, 
fifteen,  151b. ;  Mr.  G.  Hollins,  ten,  91b.  Coz. ;  Messrs. 
Garnett,  two  rods,  twenty-five,  25|lb. ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr. 
Gurnett,  two,  111b.  each  ;  Mr.  Bromilow,  lib.  Coz.  Friday, 
three  rods,  thirty-four  trout,  3111b. ;  best  baskets,  Mr. 
Bromilow,  fifteen,  1511b. ;  Mr.  Hollins,  eleven,  101b. ;  Rev. 
Lutener,  eight,  81b.  12oz.  ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Bromilow, 
lib.  lOoz. ;  Rev.  Lutener,  two,  lib.  lOoz.  each;  Mr.  Hollins, 
111b.  Saturday,  three  rods,  fifteen  trout,  131b. ;  Messrs. 
Mitchell  and  Gillott,  nine,  711b.  ;  best  fish,  lib.  3oz.  Tues¬ 
day,  six  rods,  thirty-six  trout,  30ilb. ;  best  baskets,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Catto,  fourteen,  12ffb.  ;  Rev.  R.  and  E.  P.  Stephenson, 
twelve,  11  [lb. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Echenstein,  fishing  in  the 
streams,  caught  eight  trout,  511b. ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  E.  P. 
Stephenson,  lib.  Coz.  and  lib.  5o3. ;  Mrs,  Catto,  ljlb.— Long 
Drift, 


Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Good  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  past  week,  although  the  river  has  been 
low,  and  rain  again  wanted.  Hence  heavy  fish  are  not  yet 
on  the  move  ;  but  several  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
of  trout,  averaging,  say,  two  or  three  to  the  pound.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Since  the  late  fall  of  rain  the 
river  has  repeatedly  appeared  alive  with  trout  rising  at 
and  feasting  on  the  swarms  of  March  Brown  and  Duns 
as  they  floated  gaily  with  the  stream,  so  that  it  has  been 
a  very  difficult,  matter  to  tempt  them  with  the  artificial 
fly,  for  whether  you  fished  up,  down,  or  across  the  river, 
the  maiority  simply  took  a  sly  glance  at  your  fly,  wagged 
their  tails,  and  swam  away.  Still  a  few  angleis  have  been 
rewarded  for  the  skill  and  patience  displayed.  H.  Domville, 
Esq.,  in  live  days  caught  401b.  The  Rev.  F.  W.  Tracey, 
171b.  in  three  days  ;  and  the  Rev.  F.  de  Vic  Beamish  on  the 
8th  a  basket  of  seventeen,  five  of  which  weighed  41b.  Others 
have  had  fair  sport  also.— J.  Clare. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— Sport  continues  very  good  on  the  Usk. 
The  season  for  salmon  angling  has  not  been  so  favourable 
for  years,  and  there  are  plenty  in  the  river.  On  Thursday 
last  Mr.  H.  E.  Colo  caught  a  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  H.  N. 
Pride,  one,  161b.  ;  Colonel  Waddilove,  one,  101b.  Friday, 
Major-General  Dunn,  one,  211b.  ;  Colonel  Smythe,  one, 
lOjl'b.  Monday,  Colonel  Waddilove,  one,  91b.;  Mr.  W. 
Stone,  one,  1141b.  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Stone,  two,  181b.  and 
81b. ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Stone,  two,  211b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  P.  A.  Wil¬ 
liams,  one,  121b.  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  101b.; 
Mr.  Waldcgrave  Stone,  one,  741b.  Heavy  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  had.  The  watei  is  in  good  order.— T. 

Scotch  Eoports. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 

Salmon  angling  has  of  late  been  very  successfully  prosecu¬ 
ted  on  Loch  Naver.  Mr.  Baldwin,  London,  was  out  on 
Tuesday,  last  week,  and  landed  two  salmon  of  6glb.  each, 
one  nine-pounder,  and  another  of  9jlb.  Mr.  W.  Munro  on 
the  same  day  caught  a  101b.  fish.  On  Wednesday,  the  last 
named  had  two  salmon  weighing  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr. 
Baldwin,  two,  6jlb.  and  7Jlb.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Baldwin 
landed  two  salmon  of  911b.  and  1241b.  respectively.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Munro  caught  one  of  811b.,  and  Mr.  Baldwin 
one  of  711b.  The  last  named  was  out  on  Saturday,  and  got 
trout  of  21b.  The  day  was  very  stormy,  but  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  week  the  weather  appeared  to  improve. — McB. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— Excellent  sport  is  still  being 
obtained  on  this  river.  As  previously  reported,  seven 
salmon  were  landed  with  the  rod  on  Monday  last  week. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  John  Robertson,  Fearn  Lodge,  on  Mr. 
Tarn’s  rod,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  81b.  On  Thursday 
one  of  about  91b.  was  got  on  the  Gledlield  water.  On  Fri¬ 
day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland,  Cresswell-gardens,  Ken¬ 
sington,  fished  the  waters  connected  with  the  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  and  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  81b.,  91b., 
and  101b.  On  the  same  day  Master  Young,  London,  fished 
Kincardine  Burn  and  got  some  nice  trout,  the  first  of  the 
season.  On  Saturday  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coupland  got  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  111b.,  on  the  Hotel  waters,  and  another 
two  were  landed  on  the  Gruinards  water.  On  Monday 
this  week  Mrs.  Coupland,  on  the  Hotel  waters,  had  three 
salmon  to  her  own  rod,  one  of  them  a  perfect  beauty  of 
181b. ;  the  others  weighed  101b.  and  111b.  Mr.  Coupland  got 
one  of  101b.,  and  another  angler  from  the  hotel  landed 
three  salmon.— McB. 

Cassley  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— This  river  is  reported  as 
being  in  fair  order  and  pretty  well  stocked  with  fish.  On 
Wednesday  last  week  Mr.  Hilliard,  Post  Oflice-buildings, 
Invercassley,  landed  a91b.  salmon  ;  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  two, 
which  weigh  81b.  and  101b.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  river  rose  on  Friday  last, 
and  with  it  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the 
amount  of  sport  got  all  over.  With  the  break  down  of  the 
sea  nets  the  week  before  last  a  greater  amount  of 
salmon  have  been  enabled  to  make  for  the  river  than 
would  have  otherwise  been  the  case.  The  prospects  have 
improved,  and  April  promises  well  to  redeem  in  a  measure 
the  failures  of  March.  The  amount  of  sport  being  daily 
got  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  is  unprecedented. 
Fifty-five  salmon  were  reported  as  being  got  by  Sir  Alger¬ 
non  Borthwick  and  Mr.  Oliver,  his  son,  on  the  Invercauld 
private  water  last  week.  To  this  nine  other  fish  have  to 
be  added,  which  were  got  by  the  keepers,  making  sixty- 
four  fish  in  six  and  a  half  days.  On  Mrs.  Macnab’s  Dee 
fishings,  Captain  Johnstone  made  excellent  work  the  first 
day  out,  landing  from  one  pool  six  fine  fish,  scaling  G^lb., 
841b.,  941b.,  8Jlb.,  6|lb.,  and  2jlb.  respectively.  At  Mar 
Castle,  Mr.  Murray  Fogga  landed  in  one  day  twelve  fish, 
while  Mr.  William  M.  Skinner,  of  Drumin,  Glenlevit, 
along  with  Mackenzie,  had  seven  fine  fish  of  average 
weights  on  the  Invercauld  private  Dee  water  on  Tuesday; 
while  Mr.  Skinner,  by  himself,  had  other  six  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  seven  on  Thursday,  all  varying  from  71b.  to  121b. 
in  weight.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  excellent  baskets  are 
being  made  at  will  every  day.  On  the  Ballatcr  section. 
Sir  George  Chetwode  landed  on  various  days  during  the 
week  one  of  G£lb. ;  two.  741b.  and  131b. ;  two,  71b.  and  8ilb.  ; 
and  two,  71b.  and  81b. ;  while  Mr.  Bristow  had  two,  7Jlb. 
and  111b. ;  two,  7£lb.  and  91b.,  and  a  fine  fish  of  201b. ;  Mr. 
Griffiths,  three  of  81b.,  8Jlb.,  and  91b. ;  three  of  71b.,  71b., 
and  7Jlb. ;  two,  81b.  and  8ilb.,  and  three  of  71b.  81b.  and 
91b.,  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Morven  water  John 
McHardy,  keeper,  landed  two  of  741b.  and  81b.  On  the 
Glenmuick  water  Mr.  W.  Herring  had  two  of  81b.  and  91b. 
and  one  of  161b.  On  the  Monaltrie  water  Mr.  W.  R. 
Haven  landed  two,  641b.  and  111b ,  and  one  of  71b.,  while 
Mr.  Black  had  one  of  7Jlb.  on  the  same  stretch.  On  the 
Cambus  O’May  water  Colonel  Jervis  landed  a  fine  fish  of 
211b,  and  another  of  71b.  On  the  Glentana  water  few  fish 
were  got  anterior  to  the  rise,  but  they  were  seen  in  the 
pools  in  thousands  like  minnow  shoals,  and  under  more 
favourable  auspices  grand  sport  may  be  looked  for  on  this 
famous  stretch.  On  the  Aboyne  water  a  revival  of  sport 
set  in  last  week,  when  Mr.  Cockburn  landed  two,  and 
Captain  Anderson  three  fish  on  the  Huntly  Arms  water, 
scaling  from  91b.  to  101b.  each.  Since  then  Dr.  Barry  had 
one  of  71b.,  and  on  Saturday  Captain  Anderson  landed 
two  of  71b.  each.  On  the  Carlogie  water  Mr.  Baily  has 
had  splendid  sport,  having  had  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  111b.; 
two  of  741b. ;  four  of  171b.,  9glb.,  8glb.,  and  71b.,  and  one  of 
91b.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  E.  Drummond  has  also 
participated  in  the  revival  to  the  extent  of  one  of  141b. ; 
one  of  71b. ;  two,  111b.  and  121b.  ;  and  one  of  71b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Lamond  had  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  91b.,  and  Nicoll, 
keeper,  one  of  191b.  on  the  Kincardine  Lodge,  and  John 
Sherrit,  five  fish  of  161b.  on  the  Borrowstone  water.  On 
the  Woodend  water  Mr.  Farnell  Watson  continues  to  add 
to  his  score  a  goodly  number  of  successes  weekly,  having 
landed  three  of  181b.,  131b.,  and  71b.,  one  of  941b.,  and  two 
of  Sglb.  and  741b.  On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  the 
prospects  are  much  improved  lately,  but  recent  reports  are 
pot  to  hand.  The  petting  stations  on  the  Nether  Dee  have 


not  shown  such  prosperous  returns  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  On  two  days  last  week  57  fish  were  got  at 
Fords  of  Dee,  and  61  at  Raik  and  Mid  Chingle  stations, 
while  several  were  also  had  at  Weal  and  Nether  Banchory, 
all  varying  from  81b.  to  121b.  The  first  grilse  of  the  season 
was  got  at  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Pier  fishings,  scaling  Jib., 
which  augurs  well  for  the  coming  grilse  season.  It  is 
many  years  now  since  they  have  been  got  so  early  of 
such  satisfactory  weights.  Nothing  is  yet  being  done  at 
trout  fishing  worth  recording.  Hardly  a  March  Brown 
has  been  seen  yet.  The  Olive  Dun,  however,  is  making 
its  appea  ranee  on  every  likely  occasion.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Turriff).  —  Mr.  Braith waite,  twelve ;  Mr. 
Burlton,  111b.  trout :  Latter  one  sea  trout,  21b. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— The  net  salmon  fishing  on  the 
river  Deveron  and  along  the  Banff  and  Macduff’ sea  coast 
showed  a  marked  improvement  during  the  past  week.  The 
snow  has  now  almost  disappeared  from  among  the  hills  in 
the  upper  districts,  and  the  water  in  the  river  is  sub¬ 
siding  to  its  normal  condition.  It  has  not,  however, 
resumed  its  natural  colour,  being  somewhat  mixed,  ihe 
netsmen  were  from  early  morning  to  night  busily  engaged 
on  the  pools  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Raik  Cottages  and 
Cruives.  A  good  many  salmon  for  some  time  have  been 
ascending  as  far  as  the  dykes,  which  intercepted  their 
progress.  In  the  two  last  days  of  the  past  week  and  on 
Monday  capital  hauls  were  got,  and  on  each  day  the 
average  was  thirty  fish,  which  is  the  heaviest  fishing 
since  the  opening  day  on  the  river.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  the  catch  was  not  so  heavy,  the  water  being 
rather  over  fished.  There  is  no  change  in  the  weight  or 
size  of  the  fish.  They  generally  weigh  from  81b.  to  121b., 
and  few  of  them  come  up  to  201b.  The  quality  is  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  since  the  free  access  by  the 
rising  of  the  water  disease  has  generally  disappeared, 
until  now  scarcely  a  fish  with  any  appearance  of  taint 
is  observable.  In  the  end  of  last  week  up  till  now  the 
weather  has  been  too  frosty  for  successful  angling.  The 
shallow  pools  in  the  morning  are  encrusted  over  with 
ice,  and  the  ground  is  quite  white  all  over.  The  number 
of  anglers,  however,  on  the  tidal  water  is  increasing. 
Of  course  their  sport  is  limited,  as  they  are  only  allowed 
to  take  trout.  On  the  coast  the  fishing  is  getting  better 
and  well  up  to  date.  The  south-easterly  winds  are  a 
little  deterrent  to  the  keeping  back  of  the  fish  from  the 
shore,  but  notwithstanding,  the  fishing  compared  with 
that  of  last  year  to  this  date  is  in  advance.  I  hear  that 
the  number  of  salmon  landed  is  only  within  a  hundred 
or  so  from  the  total  of  last  season’s  fishing.  This  week 
nine  boxes,  compared  with  four  for  the  corresponding 
week  last  year,  were  sent  to  the  markets.  On  the 
Gardenstown  coast  the  prospects  are  not  so  bright.  The 
fishings  there  since  the  commencement  up  to  a  week 
ago  were  the  best  for  many  years.  There  were  only 
landed  three  boxes  for  the  week.— H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Exceptionally  grand  salmon 
angling  continues  to  be  got  on  this  river;  indeed,  so  far  as  I 
know,  it  tops  the  record  of  any  Scotch  river.  The  number 
of  fish  gone  up  must  be  very  large,  and  although.the  river 
continues  getting  lower,  the  sport  still  continues  On 
Saturday  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  hooked  and  landed  a  grand 
fish  of  321b.  on  No.  1.  This  gentleman  has  now  nearly 
reached  the  large  number  of  two  hundred  fish  to  his  own 
rod  for  the  season.  The  weather  continues  remarkably  dry, 
with  east  wind  still.  The  week’s  sport  is  as  follows  :— On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Watney  had  four  salmon  on  Kildonan.  On 
Wednesday,  8th,  Col.  Hargraves,  on  Kildonan,  had  four  of 
101b.  On  No.  5,  Mr.  Watney  had  three  of  91b.  On  No.  4, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  got  three  of  111b.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Ash¬ 
worth  got  one  of  101b.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  Sykes  had  three  of 
91b.,  and  on  No.  1.  Mr.  Hargraves,  six,  of  91b.  On  Thursday, 
the  9th,  Mr.  Hargraves,  on  Kildonan,  had  twelve  salmon, 
average  91b.  On  No.  5  Col.  Hargraves  had  three  of  91b. 
On  No.  4,  Mr.  Watney,  two,  101b.  On  No.  3,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Akroyd,  nine,  of  101b.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  Ashworth,  seven, 
averaging  141b.  On  No.  1,  Mr.  Sykes,  three,  of  101b.  On 
Friday,  the  10th,  Mr.  Sykes,  on  Kildonan,  eleven  salmon, 
averaging  101b.  On  No.  5,  Col.  Hargraves,  three,  of  101b. 
On  No.  4,  Mr.  Hargraves,  three,  of  91b.  On  No.  3,  Mr. 
Watney,  four,  of  91b.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  C-  H.  Akroyd,  three, 
of  101b.  On  No.  1.  Mr.  Ashworth,  three,  of  101b.  On 
Saturday,  11th,  Mr.  Ashworth,  on  Kildonan,  had  two  of  111b. 
On  No.  5,  Mr.  Sykes,  had  four  of  111b.  On  No.  4,  Col.  Har¬ 
graves,  four,  of  101b.  On  No.  3,  Mr.  Hargraves,  two,  of 
91b.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  Watney,  three,  of  101b. ;  and  on  No.  1, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd  got  six,  one  of  which  was  the  thirty-two- 
pounder  mentioned  above.  On  Monday,  the  13th,  Mr.  C. 
H.  Akroyd,  on  Kildonan,  got  eleven  salmon,  average  101b. 
Mr.  Hick  had  five  of  91b.  on  No.  4.  Mr.  Sykes  got  four  of 
101b.  on  No.  3.  Col.  Hargraves  had  live  of  101b.  on  No.  2. 
Mr.  Hargraves,  one  of  91b.  On  No.  1,  Mr.  Watney,  two,  of 
101b.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  up  to  the  hour  of  posting,  I 
have  only  heard  of  two  beats.  On  No.  5,  Mr.  C.  H.  Akroyd, 
landed  six  salmon  of  101b. ;  and  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Hick  got 
two,  of  101b.  Trout  fishing  up  to  date  is  a  failure,  local 
anglers  giving  it  up  in  disgust,  but  the  time  is  coming, 
and  I  venture  to  predict  good  trout  angling  by  the  end  of 
the  month.— S.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  ol),  Killin.— On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water  on  April  8,  Mr.  Seacombe,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  on 
Aprils,  Mr.  Speed,  one,  171b. ;  on  April  9,  three,  141b.,  15lb., 
181b.  ;  on  April  10,  four,  141b.,  161b.,  201b.,  261b.;  on  April  11, 
General  Grant,  two,  19ib.,  211b.  ;  on  April  13,  one,  161b.  ;  on 
April  17,  three,  121b.,  181b.,  and  191b.— McAlpine. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— Anglers  have  been  few  and 
far  between  this  month,  and  at  present  the  prospects  of 
sport  continue  gloomy.  On  Monday  there  was  quite  an 
array  of  anglers  from  Glasgow,  to  spend  their  spring  holi¬ 
day  in  what  proved  an  almost  fruitless  flagellation  of  the 
historic  waters.  No  boats  have  since  been  out.  The 
annual  stocking  of  the  streams  which  run  into  the  loch, 
with  fry  hatched  in  the  association’s  hatchery,  took  place 
on  Tuesday,  when  upwards  of  250,000  very  healthy  three- 
month-olds  were  deposited.  The  hatchery  has  now  been  in 
operation  during  the  past  eight  years,  and  has  proved  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  maintenance  of  the  vast  stock  of 
Fario  Levenensis ;  and  it  may  interest  your  numerous 
readers  to  state  that  the  total  cost  of  erecting  the  hatchery, 
which  is  a  substantial  stone  building  capable  of  hatching 
300,000  ova,  was  £227,  including  the  cost  of  relative  appli¬ 
ances.— Robert  B.  Laing. 

Naver  (Sutherland,  N.B.) — Although  the  water  is  in 
capital  ply,  and  fish  plentiful,  they  have  not  apparently 
been  ina  very  takingmood.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
the  following  are  the  fish  caught  since  last  report: — Mr. 
W.  A.  Soams,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Mon¬ 
day,  one  on  Thursday,  and  two  on  Friday.  Mr.  Richard¬ 
son,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  three  on  Tuesday  and.  three  on 
Wednesday.  Mr.  Wormald  and  friend  landed  one  salmon 
on  Monday,  four  on  Tuesday,  four  on  Wednesday,  and 
two  on  Saturday. — McB. 

Oykel  (Langwell  Water). — Good  sport  has  of  late  been 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  W.  Black,  Mr.  J.  Morten,  Mr,  R.  B,  Marston 
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and  other  anglers  on  this  river,  but  particulars  are  not 
for  thcoming. — McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  Wednesday  last  week  Mr. 
Jackson,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  fished  the  lower  beat 
and  caught  an  111b.  salmon  on  Smith  Pool,  and  Mr.  Lake, 
on  Blackstone  Pool,  got  one  weighing  81b.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  Jackson  landed  an  eight-pounder  on  McPherson’s 
Pool ;  and  Mr.  Farrer  one  of  141b.  on  Home  Pool.  On  Fri¬ 
day  Mr.  Jackson  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  171b.  on  Little 
Clarag.  On  the  same  pool  on  Saturday  Mr.  Farrer  caught 
a  twenty-pounder,  and  Mr.  Lake,  on  Artificial  Pool,  hooked 
a  fish  which  played  with  great  vivacity,  loaping  several 
times  out  of  the  water ;  leaving  the  pool,  he  took  a  lively 
rush  down  the  river  right  below  Inveran  Bridge,  com¬ 
pelling  his  captor  to  follow  him  as  best  he  could  amongst 
the  boulders.  After  a  stubborn  resistance  of  over  two 
hours  and  a-half  it  was  safely  landed  at  the  lower  end  of 
Bridge  Pool,  and  weighed  251b.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr. 
Farrer  landed  a  twenty-two-pounder  on  Cromarty  Pool, 
and  one  of  131b.  on  Little  Falls  ;  Mrs.  Farrer  caught  one  of 
1011b.  on  Home  Pool,  and  Mr.  Lake  killed  three  salmon,  one 
(a  splendid  fish)  of  281b.  on  Clarag,  a  nine-pounder  on  Smith 
Pool,  and  one  of  9jlb.  on  Home  Pool.  Total  for  the  day- 
six  salmon,  averaging  over  151b.  each  ;  and  for  the  month 
up  to  date,  twenty-two  salmon  in  all.  The  river  is  in 
capital  ply,  and  as  lots  of  fish  are  running,  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  excellent.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland.— All  the  rivers  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  have  run  down  pretty  low  during  the  past  week, 
and  are  also  at  present  very  clear.  Up  till  Wednesday 
morning  the  wind  continued  in  the  north-east  when  it 
veered  round  to  the  south.  The  sport  has  been  of  a  vari¬ 
able  character.  Some  days  the  waters  fished  well,  and  on 
others  nothing  was  done.  A  good  number  of  anglers 
have  been  visiting  the  Annan,  and  some  fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  on  odd  days.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Wallis,  gun- 
maker,  Wigton,  Cumberland,  had  a  nice  lot  of  trout  in 
the  Warmanbie  water  of  the  Annan.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Kennedy,  Newington  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  near  Mill- 
bie  weir.  On  the  same  day  a  visitor  had  eight  trout 
weighing  3jlb.  Fishing  the  Northfield  and  Craigdale 
waters  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson,  St.  Asaph, 
North  Wales,. killed  eight  trout,  all  nice  looking  fish,  and 
he  hooked  a  salmon  which  turned  out  to  be  a  kelt  fish  and 
was  put  back.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Clark,  Glasgow,  and 
friend,  had  about  half-a-dozen  fish.  Mr.  Henry  Boyd 
killed  eleven  in  Violetbank  stream,  and  on  the  same  cast 
Mr.  James  Pollock,  draper,  Annan,  had  thirteen  trout, 
one  of  which  weighed  2jlb.  Mr.  James  Dixon,  baker,  had. 
fifteen  trout  about  Howes  Pool.  Mr.  McKie,  of  Bryde- 
kirk,  and  other  anglers,  had  a  brace  or  two  each.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson  had  a  fine  catch  of  nine¬ 
teen  yellow  trout,  all  good  fish.  He  hooked  a  salmon  on 
a  trout  fly.  After  a  bit  of  exciting  play  the  fish  fouled 
him  on  a  rock  and  the  cast  gave  way.  On  the  following 
day  Mr.  Nicholson  killed  a  basket  of  eighteen  trout.  An 
Edinburgh  gentleman  had  four,  while  several  other 
anglers  had  a  brace  or  two  each.  To-day  (Thursday)  the 
wind  has  been  favourable,  and  the  trout  are  reported  to 
have  been  rising  well.  At  the  time  of  despatching  my 
notes  the  particulars  have  not  come  to  hand.  Fair  trout 
fishing  has  been  had  on  the  other  rivers  of  the  district, 
but  the  spring  salmon  fishing  is  at  a  stand  still,  owing  to 
the  low  and  clear  waters.  A  good  flood  would  be  a 
welcome  change,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  good 
spring  salmon  fishing,  as  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
a  fortnight  ago,  may  be  repeated  after  a  flood  in  the 
rivers  here.— Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Delvine).— On  April  8,  Jame3  Cameron.  Millhill, 
one  salmon,  201b. ;  April  10,  J.  Cameron,  Millhill,  one  sal¬ 
mon,  171b. ;  April  13,  Mr.  Cox,  Snaigon  House,  one  salmon, 
91b.  J.  C. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  melting  snow  is  keeping  the  river 
well  up,  and  very  good  sport  continues  to  be  got.  On  the 
Logierait  Hotel  water,  Capt.  Brown  had  two,  191b.  and  91b., 
on  Thursday  last ;  Mr.  Campbell,  two,  on  Almondmouth 
water,  171b.  and  141b.;  Mr.  J.  Scotland,  Pitlochry,  one,  201b., 
on  Friday  ;  Capt.  Brown,  one,  201b.,  on  Logierait  water ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  Killiehassie,  one,  181b.,  on  Saturday;  Capt. 
Brown  had  one  of  251b.  on  Stobhall  water  ;  Mr.  Cameron, 
one  of  171b.  on  the  Delvine  water;  on  Wednesday,  one  of 
201b.;  Mr.  Pople  had  a  fish  on  the  Stobhall  water. 

Tummel.— On  the  Faskally  water,  Mr.  B.  H.  Mclnnis  had 
one  of  181b.  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  McNaughton,  one  of  171b.  on 
the  Bonskeid  water ;  on  Monday,  Lord  Elphinstone  ancl  B. 
H.  Mclnnis  had  four,  181b.,  181b.,  161b„  81b. ;  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Mclnnis  had  two,  181b.  and  161b.;  Mr.  Scotland,  one, 
171b.  On  the  Free  water  I  had  sixteen  whitling  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  and  ten  on  Friday;  Mr.  McKinlay,  a  sea  trout,  31b.; 
Mr.  How,  thirteen  whitling ;  Mr.  Cook,  twelve ;  Mr. 
Robertson,  six  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  four.— Alder. 

Tweed.— Waltonians  on  Tweedside— in  the  Kelso  and 
Coldstream  districts  at  least— are  just  now  in  a  most  con¬ 
tented  and  happy  frame  of  mind.  The  weather,  though 
cold,  has  been  for  the  most  part  rather  more  genial  than  of 
N.  A.  Thompson,  and  Master  Thompson,  were  fishing,  last 


late,  and  the  reports  to  hand  fully  bear  out  the  anticipations 
given  in  last  week’s  notes  concerning  the  silvery  Tweed 
1  ull  reports  were  not  to  hand  when  my  notes  had  to  be 
dispatched  for  your  last  issue,  therefore  the  full  amount  of 
sport  obtained  could  not  be  given.  The  atmospherical 
conditions  just  suited  the  prosecution  of  thegentle  art,  and 
as  ithe  volume  of  water  in  the  river  was  also  of  a  most 
favourable  size  excellent  sport  has,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  been  experienced  on  nearly  all  the  salmon 
casts.  Indeed,  last  week  and  the  present  one,  so  far  as  yet 
gone,  have  proved  up  to  date  the  best  ones  of  the  season, 
and  havo  done  much  to  dissipate  any  gloomy  thoughts 
that  may  have  been  entertained  regarding  the  Tweed’s 
decadance  as  a  salmon  river.  The  results  were  best  in  the 
lower  districts.  From  the  Karl  of  Home's  fishings  at 
Birgham  \vc  learn  that  no  fewer  than  seventeen  fish  were 
killed  during  last  week  ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  on 
I  riday  his  Lordship’s  son.  Lord  Douglass— who  may  become 
a  Cooper  o  1  ogo,  if  he  goes  on  as  he  promises— won  his 
title  as  a  salmon  angler  by  killing  a  nice  nine-pounder  on 
the  well-known  Three  Stane’s  cast.  On  the  following  day 
his  lordship  also  secured  another  of  the  same  weight  at  the 
Kirkend.  The  record  for  the  week’s  sport  on  this  water 
is  as  follows  Tuesday,  the  Earl  of  Romney,  one,  61b.,  on 
the  Dub.  Wednesday,  the  Earl  of  Home,  four,  81b.,  91b., 
alb.,  and  81b.  at  the  Three  Stanes  and  on  the  lower  water; 
^nd™tj0rd,Roraaey’  two-  12ilb-  and  101b-  at  the  Kirkend. 
On  Thursday  Mr.  Richard  Arkwright  had  one,  81b„  at  the 
Pagel  stream  ;  and  Lord  Romney,  three,  101b.,  91b„  8jlb.,  on 
the  Dub.  On  Friday,  the  hon.  Henry  Guest,  one  of  71b.,  on 
the  Dub;  and  Lord  Douglass,  one,  91b.,  at  the  Three  Stanes. 
On  Saturday,  Lord  Romney  had  one,  of  841b.,  on  the  Dub  • 
and  Lord  Home,  one,  of  131b.,  on  the"  Pagel  stream; 
the  hon.  H.  Guest,  one,  of  91b.,  at  the  Bell  Stane ; 
Lord  Douglass,  one,  of  91b.,  at  the  Kirkend.  The 
Hendersyde  water  has  also  done  fairly  well,  as  during 
the  week  Mr.  James  Kerss  has  had  three  salmon,  71b.,  81b. 
and  91b.;  and  Mr.  Jas.  Tait,  jun.,  Edenside,  Kelso,  had,  I 
believe,  two  salmon,  the  weights  of  which  were  81b.  and 
101b.  Floors  Castle  fastnesses  have  also  fished  in  something 
hke  their  old  form.  On  Thursday,  on  the  upper  water, 
Lord  Bowmont,  who  is  rapidly  becoming  a  most  efficient 
and  expert  salmon  angler,  had  unusually  good  sport,  having 
four  nice  clean  salmon  to  his  own  rod.  On  Monday,  His 
Grace,  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  had  one  fish  ;  another  on 
Tuesday ;  while  on  the  same  day,  Her  Grace  the  Duchess 
of  Roxburghe  had  a  couple  of  fish  to  her  record.  Lord 
Bowmont,  on  Wednesday,  on  the  lower  water  of  the 
‘  Putt  ”  cast,  had  one  fish  of  about  81b.,  and  he  also  lost 
another,  while  he  returned  one  or  two  kelts  to  the  river 
again.  On  the  Twizel  water,  Mr.  William  Stoddart  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  killing  two  fish  on  Friday,  weighing  101b.  and  121b. 
On  Monday,  on  the  Carham  water,  Mr.  Fisher,  two  81b. 
salmon.  Mr.  Orchardson,  one,  7)lb.,  on  Wednesday,  two  of 
9Ub.  and  10  jib.  on  Thursday,  and  one  of  941b.,  and  one  grand 
fish  of  131b.  on  Friday.  On  the  Lees  water,  near  Coldstream, 
on  Thursday,  Mr.  J.  P.  Yeitch,  Coldstream,  had  three 
salmon,  all  good  weights  ;  and  on  the  Collingwood’s  water 
(upper),  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Barclay  killed  one  fish  of 
about  91b.  On  the  Cornhill  upper  water,  the  same  gentle¬ 
man  one  very  nice  salmon.  On  the  Wara  water,  several 
excellent  fish  have  also  been  captured  during  the  week. 
On  the  Sprouston  water,  leased  by  Admiral  Walker, 
Paradise,  Kelso,  has  I  believe,  had  two  or  three  salmon 
during  the  week.  Mr.  Drummond,  on  the  Ednan  House 
water,  has  not  been  so  successful.  He  has  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  lose  about  half-a-dozen  fish,  through  their 
coming  “  short  ”  to  the  fly.  So  much  for  the  salmon 
season  up  to  now,  and  it  will  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  any  of  the  past  three  or  four  seasons  for  the  same 
amount  of  time.  As  to  trout  anglers,  why  they  are  jubilant 
all  over.  The  trout  during  the  best  part  of  the  day  are  rising 
well  and  greedily  to  the  fly,  and  capital  sport  is  just  now 
being  had,  and  excellent  baskets  being  made  all  round. 
Mr.  D.  Brown,  Kelso,  last  week  had  an  average  of  between 
101b.  and  121b.  each  of  the  six  days,  while  days’  fishingfound 
him  with  no  less  than  201b.,  including  a  bull  trout 
of  about  61b.  weight.  On  Monday  he  had  151b.,  and  on 
Tuesday,  131b.,  all  caught  with  fly  and  worm  in  the 
streams.  Mr.  George  Lees,  junior,  has  had  from  51b.  up 
to  101b,  on  various  days.  Mr.  James  Oliver,  Kelso,  had  a 
basket  of  51b.  on  Tuesday.  The  baskets  of  the  week, 
however,  have  been  made  by  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Edinburgh, 
who  on  the  Tweed  at  Sprouston,  had  181b.  on  Friday,  and 
221b.  on  Saturday.  On  Monday,  Mr.  D.  Malcolm,  Kelso, 
on  the  Teviot,  had  81b.,  and  on  the  following  day  he  had 
61b.  Many  other  baskets  have  also  been  got  by  other 
anglers,  averaging  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  or  71b.  Although 
the  rivers  are  now  fining  down  somewhat,  yet  the  condi¬ 
tions  are  such  as  to  warrant  good  takes  being  got  for  some 
time  longer,  and  should  a  little  more  rain  now  fall,  of 
which  there  is  just  a  probability,  anglers  will  be  sure  to 
have  increased  records.— Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford). — The  weather  still  continues 
cold,  and  the  wind  in  the  east.  Still  some  good  baskets  are 
got.  Mr.  Wood  Horndean  had  a  fine  dish  of  trout,  which 
scaled  111b.  Lieut.-Col.  Thompson,  R.  A.  Leith  Fort,  Mr. 


week  on  Friday,  Mr.  N.  A.  Thompson  had  71b. ;  onSaturday 
Mr.  W.  1.  Cossar,  had  eight  trout.  A  local  gentleman 
informed  me  ho  never  saw  the  river  in  better  order  for 
fishing,  if  the  wind  would  change  to  the  west,  sport  would 
be  good.  Artificial  fly  is  now  used  with  success,  the  March 
brown  and  Green  well’s  glory  being  found  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive  for  the  fish.— It.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Eeporfcs. 

Ballindcrry  &  3.  (East  Tyronek-Trout  fishing  has 
slack  in  the  Ballindcrry  during  this  week.  On 
the  Aratrea  reaches  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  John  Morris  had 
seven  trout ;  Mr.  John  Muncely,  nine ;  and  Mr.  R.  H, 
Norris,  five  trout  and  a  brace  of  pike.  Lower  down  Mr. 
William  Crawford  on  Saturday  had  a  nice  basket  of  five 
brown  trout.  The  recent  heavy  floods  have  carried  the 
greater  part  of  the  salmon  kelts  down  to  Lough  Neagh. 
On  the  Loughrey  preserved  water,  on  the  property  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  E.  C.  C.  Lindesay,  J.P.,  D.S., 
Loughrey  Castle,  Mr.  Thomas  Anderson  last  Saturday 
had  thirty-four  brown  trout,  and  on  the  following  Monday 
twenty-six  from  the  same  reaches.  Sport  is  dull  on  the 
other  East  Tyrone  streams— Blackwater,  Terrew,&c.— and 
only  a  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  in  each.  The 
weather  is  still  unsettled.  The  taking  flies  at  present  are 
the  March  Brown  and  Red  Palmer.  All  the  streams  are 
low  and  clear.— James  A.  Barlowe. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.— Owing  to  the 
harsh  easterly  wind  and  frost  at  night  the  sport  of  the  past 
week  was  not  nearly  so  good  as  was  expected,  although  as 
the  river  is  a  fair  height,  a  lot  of  new  fish  are  running  in 
every  day.  But  they  are  very  shy  and  hard  to  get  to  move 
at  anything.  Particulars  for  the  week  :— Mr.  E.  G.  Bawden, 
on  Tuesday,  one  salmon,  9jlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Freeburn,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  one,  1141b.,  and  on  Wednesday  one  of  10jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  R. 
Chlancy,  on  Thursday,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  D.  Browne,  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  one,  941b. ;  Major  Trevelyan,  on  Friday,  one,  151b.; 
Doctor  Kilroy,  on  Saturday,  one,  141b. ;  Major  Wilson,  on 
Saturday,  one,  91b.  During  the  end  of  the  week  a  few  nice 
baskets  of  trout  were  also  taken.  The  Bundrowes  is  in 
capital  order,  and  a  half-dozen  local  anglers  kept  at  it 
pretty  constantly,  but,  like  the  lough,  although  there  was 
plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen,  the  cold  was  too  much  for  them, 
and  but  five  salmon  were  taken  there  last  week.  The 
weather  at  present  is  much  milder,  and  looks  like  continu¬ 
ing  so.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry) _ Sport 

has  improved,  though  the  weather  continues  rather  un¬ 
favourable.  Stephen  Huggard  has  had  during  the  past 
week  six  salmon  (three  on  one  day),  varying  in  weight 
from  81b.  to  121b.;  Colonel  Rogers,  one,  1141b.;  I).  Leary, 
one,  11  jib.;  Patrick  Brennan  (Colonel  Rogers’s  fisherman), 
one,  101b. ;  D.  Currane,  one,  121b.;  and  Mr.  Lardner,  one, 
the  weight  of  which  I  did  not  get  at  time  of  writing.  The 
weather  is  now  changed  for  the  better,  and  the  prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  are  good.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-Major  Tra¬ 
herne  killed  two  salmon  yesterday  (Tuesday),  but  for  which 
the  week  would  have  been  blank.  The  water  rose  to 
such  a  great  height  that  all  the  beats  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  became  unfishable,  and  besides,  the  weather  was 
cold  enough  for  December.  It  is  more  genial  now,  and  by 
next  week  sport  should  be  decidedly  better.  In  less  than 
a  month  the  Green  Drake  will  begin  to  show  on  Lough 
Derg,  so  that  there  is  not  a  day  to  lose  .in  engaging  boats 
and  quarters.  The  May-fly  or  Green  Drake  season  at 
Killaloe  is  always  the  most  interesting  of  the  whole  angling 
time  on  the  Shannon.  To  begin  with,  given  suitable 
weather,  the  sport  is  brilliant,  and  the  town  is  crowded 
with  anglers  from  all  parts  of  England.  As  for  big  trout, 
there  are  thousands  of  them  in  the  lake.  Every  angling 
visitor  to  Lough  Derg  knows  that.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— The  late  floods 
brought  up  a  considerable  supply  of  salmon  to  the  upper 
waters,  and  afforded  some  good  sport,  especially  on  the 
Ballycarron  preserves,  where  on  the  8th  inst.  Colonel 
Charles  Butler  got  three  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
201b.,  151b„  and  81b. ;  and  Major  General  H.  Butler,  one  of 
121b.  On  the  9th  Colonel  Butler  got  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr 
Frank  Massey,  one  at  Suir  Castle.  On  the  10th  Major 
General  Butler  got  one  of  81b.;  on  same  day  Mr.  R.  Edward 
Smith  got  two  at  the  Cahir  Mills  weir,  101b.  each,  and  lost 
another ;  and  at  Glenaheing  Mr.  Philip  C.  Trench  landed 
two,  weighing  151b.  and  111b.  respectively.  On  the  11th 
Mr.  W.  Oughton  got  one  of  101b.  at  Marlfield.  The  river 
below  Clonmel  is  still  rather  high  and  coloured  for  rods, 
and  we  hear  of  no  sport  with  salmon.  The  trout  fishing,’ 
however,  is  excellent,  good  baskets  are  had  each  day  both 
on  the  Suir  and  some  of  the  principal  tributaries.  The 
principal  flies  are  Wrens,  Grouse,  March  Browns,  and  Red 
and  Black  Hackles.— R.  Bradford. 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— Bast  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


SMOKE  ORIEL  ”  NAVY  CUT. 


THE  HIGH  CLASS  TOBACCO, 

MADE  FROM  PICKED  LEAVES  OF  THE  FINEST  QUALITY. 


Extract  from  the  “FISHING  GAZETTE”  of  February  21st,  1891:— 


YV  GOOD 

Dear  Sir,  -  Knowing  how  much  you  enjoy 
your  pipe  when  out  a-fishing,  may  I  ask  if  you, 
or  any  of  your  friends,  have  ever  tried  “  The 
Oriel  ”  navy  cut.  manufactured  by  Robinson’s, 
of  Stockport  ?  If  you  have  not,  do  so  at  once, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  be  well  pleased 


SMOKE. 

with  it,  being  very  cool  and  lasting,  with  an 
exquisite  flavour.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter 
whatever,  but  simply  recommend  it  as  my  beau 
ideal  of  what  a  fisherman’s  tobacco  should  be. — 
Yours  truly,  Smoker. 


Sold  at  5d.  per  ounce,  in  1  and  2  oz.  Packets,  and  4oz.  Tins.  Any  Smoker  having-  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  it  from  his  usual  Tobacconist  can  obtain  it  direct  from  the  Manufactory. 
POST  FREE.  2oz.,  lOd. ,  jib.,  Is.  8d  ;  ’lb  ,  3s  4d.;  lib.,  6s.  8d.  POST  FREE. 


Sole  MANUFACTURERS:  ROBINSON  &  SONS, TOBACCOS  SNUFF  MILLS,  STOCKPO^^ 
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LOOK  HERE!! 


For  12s  Cd  I  will  forward  you  a  three  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  well- finished  Greenlieart  Fly 
Rod  in  ba",  11  feet  long,  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  inch  Bronzed  Reel,  with  revolving 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Pritt's  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
(j  B.  RICHARDSON,  Gun  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maher 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


REUBEN 

HEATON 

161  to  165, 

Hospital  Street, 

BIRMINGHAM. 


PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  Wood  Reels 

Of  every  description.  Established  1857. 

PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch  Reel,”  “  Brake  Reel,”  “  Ven¬ 
tilate  Spindleless  Reel,”  and  the  noted 
“  Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods.” 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  Assortment  of  Fish¬ 
ing  Reels  in  the  world. 

These  goods  can  be  obtained  from  all 
respectable  Fishing  Tackle  Makers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


G.  C.  COOPER 

(2S  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 


Finest  English  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  (my  own  make). 

Warranted  for  Two  Years. 


TRADE  MARK.  Cornubian  (patent)  CREEL,  the  most  bandy  for  Trout  Anglers. 

TROUT  FLIES  (a  speciality).  The  finest  Stock  in  London. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Spinning  &  Trolling  Rods  ;  Lines  &  Winches,  &c.,  always  in  stock. 
Catalogue,  (200  Illustrations  and  Coloured  Supplement  of  Flies )  post  free  2d. 

131, 


HOLBORN,  W.C. 


Nearly  opposite  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 


I 


TO  CLUB  SECRETARIES,  = 

FISHING  TACKLE  -TlTZU) 

MAKERS,  &.C. 


1 


ESTIMATES  FORWARDED 
ON  APPLICATION.  ! 


hgWOODFORD  FAWCETT  &  Oo,i 


1MH 


M 


m 
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^)||j  Printers  of  the  “  Fishing  Gazette.” 

.  .  ""■““W 


il*i 


m 


si 


Dorset  Worhs,  Salisbury  Sq.,  London,  E.C. 

a  ar . 


Catalogues,  Price  Lists,  Club  Rules,  Order  Forms,  Ac.,  printed  — 

in  the  Best  Style,  on  very  Moderate  Terms.  ~r rnj 

Every  facility  for  the  production  of  all  classes  of  Frit.  ting  S  tationery.  }))U/} 


QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  EOAD,  BATTERSEA. 

A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

For  Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  be  had  Free. 

G.  EDWARDS. . 


Proprietor . 


ROBERTSON  S  WONNERFU’  FLEES. 

See  the  Sony  of  in  Fishing  Gazette,  March  28 th,  1891.* 

Copy  of  letter  from  last  year’s  Winner  of  the  National 
Competition  on  Loch  Leven. 

Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  88,  Oswald  Street,  Glasgow, 

5,  Bothwell  Street.  5th  June,  1890. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  the  Flies  you  specially 
tied  for  me  “  made  ”  the  basket,  in  the  Championship  of  the  National  Competition 
(Loch  Leven)  yesterday. 

When  unsuccessful  about  mid-day,  and  after  several  changes,  I  tried  your  Cast 
very  small  Loch  Flies,  and  immediately  “  killed.” 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

(signed)  J.  FERGUSON. 

WM.  ROBERTSON, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MERCHANT  &  MANUFACTURER, 
5,  BOTHWELL  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD ,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  .  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 
THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  GO.,  LIMITED ,  ST.  DUN  ST  AN'S  HOUSE, 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 


jR|i»i|(||n|l||H||||mri|| . H||f,,’iHl,’*,nil,”|l||l'",tUI','il||t,’'il|l  . . . 

A  Book  on  Angling.  Being  a  complete  treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 
FRANCIS,  late  Angling  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 
is  added  (1S87)  a  memoir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  16  Plates,  Crown  Svo,  15s. 
List-  of  Illustrations. — Frontispiece,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie ;  Plate  I.  Pike  Disgorgers, 
Wood’s  Spinner,  etc.  (8  figs.)  ;  I.  The  Slider  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs.);  III.  Knots,  Hitches,  etc. 
(7  figs.);  IV.  Spinning  Flights,  Leads,  etc.  (8  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (9  figs.);  VI.  Live- 
bait  Tackles,  etc.  (12  figs.):'  VII.  Natural  Trout  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 
Spinuing,  etc.  (8  figs.);  IX.  Imitations  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (6  coloured  figs.);  X.  Salmon-Flies  :  The 
Jock  Scott,  Butcher,  and  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XI.  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Fly  (3 
coloured  figs.);  XII.  The  Tartan,  Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  [figs.);  XIII.  The  Popham, 
Shannon,  and  Owenmore  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.);  XV.  Salmon- 
Fly  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs.). 

“  The  best  angling  hook  ever  published.” — Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

Vol.  I.  Salmon  and  Trout.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With  Contributions 
by  HENRY  R.  FRANCIS,  Major  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE,  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 
H.  S.  HALL,  and  THOMAS  ANDREWS.  With  Frontispiece,  8  Full-page  Illustrations  of 
Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  150  Illustrations 
of  Tackle,  &c.  Fifth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s.  6d. 

Vol.  II.  Pike  and  other  Coarse  Pish.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With 
Contributions  by  the  MARQUIS  OF  EXETER,  WILLIAM  SENIOR,  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIS,  H.  R.  FRANCIS,  and  R.  B.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece,  6  Full-page  Illustra¬ 
tions  of  Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  126 
Illustrations  of  Tackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s.  6d 


The  Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  Illus¬ 
trated  by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fish  in  Gold,  Silver,  and  Colours.  First  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  15s. 


Modern  Improvements  in  Pishing  Tackle  and  Pish  Hooks.  By  H.  CHOLMON' 

DELEY-PENNELL.  With  Two  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  2s 

Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Crown  8vo.  Price  Cs. 

The  Sea-Pisherman.  By  J.  C.  WILCOCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and 
Line  Fishing  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  and  Remarks  on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
Illustrated  with  Woodcuts  of  Leads,  Baited  Hooks,  Knots,  Nets,  Boats,  Sec.,  and  Detailed  Des¬ 
criptions  of  the  same. 


Ninth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  14s. 

Ronalds’  Fly-Fisher’s  Entomology.  With  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and 
Artificial  Insect,  and  a  Few  Observations  and  Instructions  on  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing.  By 
ALFRED  RONALDS.  With  20  Coloured  Plates. 

“  The  fly-fisher  who  does  not  possess  this  book  lacks  one  of  the  most  enchanting  works  ever  produced 
on  the  suoject.” — Fishing  Gazette. 


Near  and  Par:  an  Angler’s  Sketches  of  Home  Sport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 
WM.  SENIOR  (“  Red  Spinner”),  Angling  Editor  of  TheFteld,  Author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches,” 
S-r.  v,  '  i caper  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  boards,  2s. 


hes.  By  “  Red  Spinner”  (WM.  SENIOR).  Imp.  32mo,  boards,  Is. 


g  in  Theory  and  in  Practice.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 
.oyal  i.  Price  in  doth  extra,  25s.  Fully  Illustrated  by  Woodcuts,  Chromo-Lithographs, 

d  Plates.  Prospectus  on  application.  


. . .  . . 

Floating  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 
Illustrated  Directions,  and  containing  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Patterns,  together  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  15s 

North  Country  Trout  Flies.  By  T.  E.  PRITT.  With  Coloured  Plates  of  all  the  best  Flies 

Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  lCs.  6d. 

The  American  Salmon  Fisherman.  By  HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated.  116  pages 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  6s.  _ 

Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle.  Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use.  By 
HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  6d. 


Recollections  of  Fly-Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling.  By  EDWARD 
HAMILTON,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  &c.  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Salmon  Problems.  *By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  6d.  ;  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dovedale.  Being  an  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks’ Holiday 
in  July  and  August,  1884.  Imp.  32mo,  fancy  boards,  Is.  ;  limp  leather-cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is.  6d. 

Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  N  ew.  By  the  Author  of  “  An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dove 
dale,”  “  Frank’s  Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  Svo,  cloth,  Is.  6d, _ - 

A  Q/uaint  Treatise  on  Flies  and  Fly  Making.  Edited  by  W.  H.  ALDAM.  4to,  cloth 

extra,  with  cardboard  panels,  in  which  are  placed  actual  specimens  of  the  flies,  and  the  materials 
from  which  they  are  made.  The  flies  will  kill  in  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world.  Also 
two  fine  Coloured  Plates.  Only  a  few  copies  left  ;  these  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam’s  Cabinet 
Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free.  _ 

An  Angler’s  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated. 
Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

A  Book  of  the  Running  Brook:  and  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY"  COLIN  CAMP¬ 
BELL.  12mo,  handsomely  bound  in  grey  linen,  lettered  in  gold,  with  gilt  top,  5s. 

How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN.  With  Map  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  3s.  6d. 


Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
cloth  extra,  363  pages,  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  6d.  to  6s. 

The  Art  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams.  By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE,  F.R.C.S. 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

Float  Fishing  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  J.  W.  MARTIN,  the 

“  Trent  Otter.’’  Coloured  boards,  Illustrated,  Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d.  New  Revised,  and  Enlarged 
Edition.  * 

British  Angling  Flies.  By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON.  Revised  and  Annotated  by 
FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN.  With  Woodcut  Illustrations,  and  Plates  of  Natural  Flies  drawn 
from  Life.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  5s. 

Fishing  with  the  Fly.  Sketches  by  Lovers  of  the  Art.  With  Coloured  Illustrations  of  Standard 
Flies,  collected  by  0.  F.  ORVIS  and  A.  NELSON  CHENEY.  Square  Svo.  cloth  extra,  12s.  6d. 


Fly  Tying.  By  JAMES  OGDEN.  Illustrated.  2s.  6d. 


April  25,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


257 


CONTENTS. 

F.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in  this 


mu  .  paper.  page. 

Thames  Fishing  Rights  and  the  Corporation  of 

the  City  of  London . 257 

On  Stream  and  River  . 257 

Salmon,  Trout,  Finnocb  and  Sea  Trout . 258 

Fishing  with  the  Otter  is  Illegal  all  over 

Ireland  . 258 

Some  Flies  for  North  of  England  Streams . 258 

Sport  on  the  Pasvig  River,  Norway  . 258 

Alleged  “Unveracity  ’’  of  Anglers.— No.  2 . 259 

Notes  . 200 

Correspondence . 261 

Supplement. 

Waltoniana . 265 

Notes  from  Birmingham . 265 

Notes  from  Ireland  . 265 

Notes  from  Nottingham  . 266 

Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  Board . 266 

Severn  Board  of  Conservators . 266 

Notes  from  Lancashire  . 267 

Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society  . 267 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  . 267 

Anglers’  Association . 267 

Central  Association  . 267 

Club  Reports  . 268 

River  Reports  . 269 


-  NOTICE.  - 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  must  be  addressed 
to  R  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 

Oorrespon  lents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only, 
and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  notnecessanly  as  signa- 
tures  t«  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless 
this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 


Terms  of  Subsovlption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free,  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 


Ireland .  _  ..  „  „  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 


,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d! 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  the  annual  subscription, 

including  postage  „  ..  ..  _  _  ..  12s  6d. 


Advertisements, 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Telearraphio  Address-"  RI VSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 


—  «h  t  — 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  2oth,  1891. 


THAMES  FISHING  EIGHTS  AND 
THE  CORPORATION  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  LONDON. 

It  is  with  much  regret,  wc  publish  the  following 
letter  from  Sir  John  Monckton,  giving  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Council  in  regard  to  the 
petitions  from  London  angling  clubs  and  from 
Thames  preservation  societies,  asking  the  cor¬ 
poration  to  end  the  dispute  about  angling  rights 
in  the  Thames  by  buying  up  the  rights  of  such 
riparian  owners  as  possessed  any.  We  believe 
that  the  law  officers  of  the  corporation  have 
advised  that  the  expense  of  doing  this  would 
prove  to  be  far  more  than  the  petitioners  antici¬ 
pated,  and  that  this  is  the  reason  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  have  been  obliged  to  decline  to 
act. 

“  Guildhall,  E  C., 

“  18th  April,  1891. 

“  Petitions  re  Thames  Free  Angling. 

“  Sir, — Referring  to  the  petitions  of  duly  ap¬ 
pointed  representatives  from  the  principal  angling 
and  other  societies  interested  herein,  presented 
to  the  corporation  on  the  24th  July  last,  the 
Court  of  Common  Council,  after  reference  to  a 
committee,  and  due  consideration  of  tbe}p  report, 


regret  that  they  are  unable  to  comply  with  the 
prayer  thereof. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

“John  B.  Monckton. 

“R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

“  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette." 


ON  STREAM  AND  RIVER. 

A  DAY’S  VARIETY  FISHING. 

By  M. 

The  incidents  of  this  day’s  angling,  which  memory 
recalls  with  pleasure,  will  perhaps  bear  relating. 
I  was  recreating  in  a  favourite  resort  of  mine  in 
the  Highlands,  when  a  friend,  to  whom  I  had  ex¬ 
tended  an  invitation  to  pay  me  a  visit,  arrived 
with  a  fishing  rod  which  would  have  done  for  the 
biggest  salmon  that  ever  swam.  To  witness  such 
a  formidable  weapon— it  was  a  twenty-footer— 
rather  took  my  breath  away  (?)  when  I  drove 
down  to  the  railway  station,  some  seven  miles  off, 
to  meet  him.  It  was,  “  Preserve  me,  what  are 
you  going  to  do  with  that  terrible  weapon  ?  You 
need  nothing  of  that  sort  here — it  is  grilse  and 
sea  trout  I  told  you  that  we  are  going  to  fish  for.’’ 
That,  he  replied,  he  quite  understood  from  my 
letter,  but  the  long  rod  he  had  brought  with  him 
in  case  it  might  be  necessary  to  fish  very  wide 
casts.  The  rod  would  do  nicely  in  any  case,  as 
the  line  he  had  fetched  along  was  very  light,  and 
the  other  tackle  and  the  flies  were  in  keepiug. 
It  mattered  little  in  his  experience,  he  said,  what 
like  the  rod  was,  if  it  did  the  casting,  so  be  it  the 
lines  and  flies  were  proper  for  the  kind  of  fishing. 

By  the  time  we  got  home  to  our  little  cot  on  the 
hillside  amid  the  firs  and  birks  it  was  too  late  to 
think  of  going  out.  It  had  been  a  very  rainy 
morning  and  afternoon,  and  the  little  river  was 
now  rushing  over  its  rocky  bed,  and  tumbling 
down  its  little  linns  in  full  flood,  making  its  music 
distinctly  heard  high  up  at  our  cot,  in  the  lovely 
warm  evening,  now  silently  folding  its  wing3  to 
rest. 

Next  mornmg  an  early  start,  a  hurried  early 
breakfast,  and  in  half-an-hour  we  were  on  the 
bank  of  the  stream.  V  hat  a  change  !  But  twelve 
hours  before  it  was  in  full  flood,  now  it  was 
almost  too  low  for  fishing.  Not  everywhere  was 
it  so ;  but  to  speak  accurately  it  was  in  the  main. 
The  long  moderately  flat  catches,  esteemed  the 
best  when  the  stream  is  in  perfect  order,  were  all 
half-a-foot  at  least  too  low.  Their  fish  lies  by  the 
sides  of  rough  stones  were  all  distinctly  visible  to 
us  as  the  sun,  aiding  our  vision,  streamed  down 
full  upon  them  in  his  morning  radiance.  We  could 
see  the  fish  moving  about,  or  lying  quietly  in  their 
holds,  when  we  peeped  cautiously  over  the  bank. 
We  would  propel  a  flyover  them  without  their 
seeing  us,  but  it  was  no  use  in  the  world  ;  they 
were  in  too  thin  water  and  would  not  come  up, 
all  fresh  run,  doubless,  though  they  were.  Did 
they  wink  at  us,  and  say  we  are  old  enough  for 
}  you  this  time  ?  Perhaps  they  did.  We  said  so  at 
any  rate.  Mostly  in  every  good  catch  we  saw  two 
or  more  fish,  in  one  over  a  dozen,  and  when  after 
fruitlessly  trying  them  we  showed  ourselves  on 
the  bank  to  them  the;/ did  skedaddle  quickly,  some 
up  into  the  hard  run  streams  above,  and  others 
down  into  the  deep  black  holes  which  form  the 
ends  of  many  of  the  good  rouud-water  pools.  It 
was  provoking  indeed  to  see  such  a  vast  number 
of  fresh-run  fish,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  do  a  thing 
amongst  them.'  We  tried  flies  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes  ;  the  swift  rocky  bits  were  tried  very  care¬ 
fully,  our  only  hope  after  a  while  being 
entirely  in  them.  But  they  too  proved  unyielding  ; 
it  was  too  early  after  the  flood  for  them, 
the  fish  requiriog  some  time  to  move  up 
to  them  after  the  great  rush  of  water  goes 
past.  Had  we  only  when  we  started  fishing 
got  the  water  in  the  order  it  was  in  when  we 
crossed  it  at  the  bridge  the  previous  night,  we 
would  have  been  in  proper  luck.  One  to  have 
the  grand  sport  which  this  stream— ficklest  of 
streams— sometimes  yields  in  June  and  July, 
must  be  on  it  the  moment  the  rain  goes  off. 
Then  will  be  four  hours’  space  of  grand  fishing 
on  the  two  miles  of  its  lower  water,  the  grilse  and 
sea  trout  having  come  up  with  the  flood  from  the 
main  river’s  estuary  not  over  seven  miles  off. 
The  worst  time  of  all  is  before  the  fish  run  out 
of  the  casts  after  the  flood  is  past  into  the 
narrow  hard  streams  or  “necks.”  This  they 
don’t  do  till  they  feel  the  water  again  losing  its 
freshness.  Wg  experienced  this  up  to  mid  day, 


but  after  that  owing  to  the  great  heat  of  the  sun 
we  found  as  we  worked  up  river  that  a  “happen¬ 
ing  beastie  or  twa  ”  had  moved  into  the  quick 
water.  It  was  very  hot,  very  bright,  and  the 
water  clear — ay,  crystal  clear — when  about  three 
o  clock  we  got  to  the  top  of  the  five  miles  cf 
stream  we  were  fishing.  My  friend  had  done 
nothing  with  his  huge  rod,  his  fine  thin  line  and 
small  Hies  to  match,  and  all  I  had  dono  was  fo 
nick  one  grilse  of  31b.,  with  a  silver-bodied  black 
hackle,  in  the  furthest  up  and  hardest  run  stream 
on  the  whole  water,  and  a  2|lb.  sea  trout  on  a 
Quill  Gnat  by  the  side  of  a  big  stone  in  a  glide  a 
little  lower  down. 

I  p  here,  at  the  top  of  our  water,  is  a  little  inn 
into  which  we  went  to  have  a  judicious  wee 
nippie !  The  leg  of  mutton  piano  as  old  as  the 
hills  which  is  placed  in  the  best  room,  into  which 
we  were  shown,  was  vigorously  drummed  on  by 
my  friend  while  I  squatted,  stretching  my  lazy 
long  legs  over  a  couple  of  hair-cushioned  chairs. 
The  music,  execrable  enough,  at  length  ceased, 
and  turning  round  the  owner  of  the  huge  rod 
addressed  me.  “  Look  here,  I  found  it  perfectly 
useless  using  my  rod  on  this  small  stream.  Can 
we  not  cross  over  the  hill  to  the  river  you 
speak  of  ?  There,  if  the  water  is  as  broad  as  you 
say  it  is,  I  may  do  some  good,  but  here  I  cannot 
get  out  line  without  catching  my  flies  on  the 
shrubs  or  rushes  or  heather  ou  the  other  bank.” 
“  Well,  let  us  go,”  said  I ;  “  I’m  on  for  it.  It’s  a  stiff 
pull,  however,  that  we  will  have  to  get  over  the 
hill,  but  to  let  you  have  a  chance  of  making 
amends  for  your  bad  luck  we  shall  go.  It  is  ODly 
four  o’clock  now,  and  we  may,  by  pressing  on  ac 
top  speed,  get  to  the  river  by  five.” 

I  knew  the  shortest  “cuts”  to  get  to  the  big 
“  watter,”  as  the  inn-keeper  called  it,  and  without 
needing  to  speer  at  him  anything  about  the  way, 
we  shouldered  our  rods  and  away  we  set  up  the 
mountain  road,  which  we  pursued  till  we  reached 
its  highest  point,  whence  we  could  see  the  river 
threading  its  way,  a  broad  winding  band  of  light, 
for  miles  down  a  wooded  valley  to  the  west.  It 
was  impossible  from  this  point  to  see  where  we 
were  to  fish,  as  a  wood  of  dense  spruce  through 
which  we  had  to  pass  lying  on  our  right  obscured 
the  view.  Here  we  left  the  road,  and  getting 
through  the  heather  for  a  little  distauce  entered 
the  wood,  when  we  had  to  lower  our  rods,  carry¬ 
ing  them  in  our  hand  low  down,  butt  end  foremost, 
as  the  safest  plau  to  prevent  a  break  or  entangle¬ 
ment. 

We  tore  on  at  the  hardest  through  the  wood, 
and  at  the  end  of  twenty  minutes  or  so  it  was 
“  safe  to  hallo"  Through  the  heather,  down  hill, 
over  burns,  to  the  river  now.  Like  as  we  hurried 
on  must  I  hurry  on,  as  my  tale  is  getting  long. 

The  best  and  largest  pool  of  all  my  friend 
struggled  with  his  big  rod  and  fine  light  line  to 
cast  across.  It  was  our  first  pool ;  we  saw  two  or 
three  fish  rise  in  it,  but  not  to  us.  The  next,  the 
water  “  kelpies’  ”  haunt,  was  in  rare  order.  My 
friend  fished  it  twice  over,  but  stirred  nothing.  I 
then  had  a  try.  It  is  only  half-a-dozen  casts  or 
so  altogetlnr,  and  if  fish  are  to  come  in  it  they 
should  come  at  once,  for  in  little  swift  “casts” 
ou  this  river,  as  ou  most  others,  this  is  the  rule. 
Locally  it  is  a  “  certain  cast  if  in  order.”  My 
third  cast  with  my  friend’s  big  rod,  for  I  wanted 
to  first  try  his  fly,  rose  a  fine  grilse,  which,  as  I  did 
not  whip  away  from  him,  followed,  rising  four 
times  as  the  fly  worked  round  before  he  took  it. 
I’ve  never  seen  the  like  before  nor  since.  My 
friend  saw  I  had  him  firmly  on,  as  the  three  or  four 
very  violent  leaps  ho  made  did  not  make  us  part 
company.  I  feared  the  stiffness  of  the  rod  would 
play  up  with  it,  so  I  gently  played  him  for  a  few 
minutes  round  and  round.  But  as  time  was 
running  on  and  we  had  a  great  deal  of  water  be¬ 
fore  us,  I  wanted  to  put  on  a  little  more  persuasion 
after  this.  The  increased  strain  hit  tied  him  up, 
he  got  quite  wild,  and  away,  fiz,  fiz,  oat  went  the 
line  as  he  beaded  swiftly  into  the  great  stream  out 
beyond  the  cast,  down  which  he  tore,  when— all 
the  line  got  run  off — back  sprang  the  rod,  and  in 
came  the  fine  long  (!)  line,  minus  the  fly  at  the  end 
of  it.  Only  fifty  yards  or  so  of  line  on  the  reel  ; 
that  to  fish  with  for  grilse  on  a  river  abounding 
in  rushing  rapids,  often  not  less  than  a  hundred  to 
a  hundred  and  ten  yards  broad.  My  frieDd  was 
dumbfounded.  I  considered  it  only  becoming 
however,  to  refrain  from  chaffing  him.  I  saw  ho 
was  chagrined  quito  enough.  At  last  ho  had  coino 
to  see  his  folly  in  not  hringiug  with  him  a  rig-out 
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such  as  I  had  plainly  told  him  to  fetch.  I  gave 
him  my  own  light  rod  for  the  next  pool,  an  easy 
catch,  where  he  hooked  a  grilse,  which  I  must 
admit  he  played  very  nicely.  I  took  the  next  one, 
a  long  rushing  streamy  cast,  where  the  wading 
was  ticklish,  ind  in  it  I  picked  out  a  sea  trout,  a 
very  small  grilse. 

Again  my  friend  got  my  rod,  and  down  we  went 
to  a  cast  fished  from  a  stone  a  good  bit  out  in  the 
stream,  just  below  which  is  a  deep  hole  of  back¬ 
water.  I  told  him  how  to  get  out,  stepping  from 
one  stone  to  another  in  the  stream  till  he  reached 
the  big  stone  from  which  he  had  cast.  The  fish 
lie  down  from  this  stone  only  seven  or  eight  yards, 
and  eonsequently  the  fly  has  to  be  cast  beyond 
them  and  the  rod  brought  up  sideways  to  fetch 
the  fly  up  over  them.  If  the  first  fly  does  not 
work,  a  second  may  be  tried,  but  after  that  there 
is  little  chance.  My  friend  was  in  luck,  hooking 
a  large  grilse  right  off  as  he  brought  the  fly  over 
him.  But  disaster  followed ;  for  in  his  excitement 
coming  ashore  he  slipped  on  one  of  the  round 
pebbly  stepping-stones  and  went  plop  right  out  of 
sight  into  the  deep  hole  below.  Jumping  in  in 
my  waders,  I  got  hold  of  the  rod,  and,  backing, 
reeled  rapidly  up  to  find  the  fish  on.  Drookit  as 
a  mouse,  my  friend  struggled  out  minus  his  cap, 
which  was  going  off  with  the  stream  at  a  pretty 
rapid  rate.  No  time  was  to  be  lost  ;  so,  bidding 
him  hold  his  fish,  I  seized  the  big  rod,  hurriedly 
put  on  a  fly,  ran  down  the  i  iver-side  a  bit  to  get 
opposite  the  runaway  cap,  bobbing  merrily  along, 
getting  farther  and  farther  aw  iy  to  the  other  side 
to  which  the  current  inclined.  I  feel  sure  it  was 
thirty  yards  out  when  I  threw  for  it,  and  by  good 
luck  hooked  it  first  cast,  “more  by  chance  than 
good  management.”  This  ended  our  hooking  for 
our  “  day  of  variety  fishing.” 


SALMON,  TROUT,  FINNOCK,  AND 


SEA  TROUT. 

Our  object  in  penning  these  rough  notes  is  to 
give  the  tourist  angler  in  Scotland  some  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  fishing  in  several  of  the  best  early 
localities.  Trout  fishing  commenced  some  time 
ago,  but  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  week 
not  much  sport  with  really  well-conditioned  trout 
had  been  obtained  anywhere  that  we  heard  of. 
Referring  more  immediately  to  rivers,  we  have  in¬ 
formation  from  nearly  all  quarters  that  the  season 
is  backward  aud  the  trout  not  in  such  good  con¬ 
dition  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  It  is 
not  to  the  absence  of  sunshine  that  this  can  be 
attributed,  for  steadily  almost  since  the  beginning 
of  April  the  weather  has  been  vory  bright”  The 
'real  cause,  no  doubt,  isthe  prolonged  continuance 
of  tho  east  wind,  a  wind  which  almost  everyday 
for  the  matter  of  three  weeks  was,  till  a  few 
days  ago,  experienced  in  all  its  searching  cutting 
keenness,  making  everything  look  arid,  parched, 
and  blighted.  For  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  during 
the  height  of  the  day  trout  rose  eagerly  to  what 
flies  were  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  but  these  were 
out  in  meagre  strength,  and  little  wonder,  since 
only  what  is  called  frost  heat,  and  not  the  soft 
mild  showers,  the  blinks  of  genial  sunshine,  the 
flecked  clouds  of  “  April’s  amber  light,”  and  the 
delicious  refreshing  south-westerly  “airs  ”  pre¬ 
vailed. 


With  regard  to  the  early  lochs  the  state  of 
matters  has  been  pretty  similar.  Dead-set  in 
the  east,  the  cold  wind  has  retarded  the  hatching 
out  of  insect  life  to  bring  the  trout  up  and  into 
condition.  Mostly  everywhere  during  the  past 
fortnight  salmon  fishing  on  the  surface-fed  High- 
land  rivers  has  been  very  poor  in  consequence 
also  of  the  east  wind,  which  about  this  season 
tells  more  as  a  rule  against  sport  than  at  any  other 
season,  as  along  with  it  there  is  generally  frost 
and  drought,  which  lower  the  water  both  in 
temperature  and  volume  to  a  state  greatly  against 
the  angler’s  chance  of  success.  Tidal  and  estuary 
fashing  for  finnock,  although  now  is  the  time 
usually  best  for  it,  seems  particularly  backward 
this  year.  It  must,  however,  come  on  now.  Sea 
trout  angling  in  spring  for  clean  sea  trout  is  not 
anywhere  to  be  had  in  rivers,  but  a  few  districts 
there  are  in  which  it  is  to  be  got,  and  good  too, 
in  water  under  tidal  influence. 

The  early  trouting  rivers  and  streams  to  which 
we  direct  atteution  are;-Tay,  Don,  Deveron, 
Ythan,  Isla  and  Dean  (Forfarshire;, 
Water  aod  Luther  of  North  Esk,  Erie,  Too 


and  Leochel  of  Don,  Blackwater,  Bogie,  Isla,  and 
Ivin-Edar’  of  Deveron,  and  Aven  of  Spey  (best  dur¬ 
ing  May).  The  fishing  is  free  in  most  instances, 
nominally  free  in  the  rest,  and  unless  stated  to 
be  otherwise  the  best  time  for  it  is  from  now  to 
the  end  of  May.  The  reaches  of  Tay  available 
are  those  at  Birnam  and  Aberfeldy ;  of  Don, 
Kin  tore,  Inverurie,  Alford  (hotels)  and  Glenkindie; 
of  Deveron,  tidal,  Turriff,  Huntly  (hotels),  and 
Cabrach  (good  farm-house  accommodation)  ;  of 
Findhorn,  Forres  and  Freeburn  (Freeburn  best 
during  May);  of  Ythan,  Ellon,  and  Lord  Aberdeen’s 
fishery  with  his  Lordship’s  permit.  The  fishing 
on  most  of  the  smaller  streams  in  their  entire 
length  is  free,  and  hotel  accommodation  quite  con¬ 
venient  will  in  all  but  a  few  cases  be  found. 

The  loch  trouting  for  good  trout  early  into  con¬ 
dition  is  on  Loch  Tummel,  Loch  Awe,  Loch 
Katrine,  Loch  Tay,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Garry,  and 
Loch  Shin,  with  in  addition  on  the  good  few  excel¬ 
lent  trouting  lochs  fished  from  hotels  advertised 
in  our  columns. 

The  salmon  fishing  (for  which  of  what  is  called 
spring  fishing  the  time  between  the  present  date 
and  the  middle  of  May  is  best)  is  that  on  the 
Orchy  from  Dalmally  Hotel  ;  that  on  the 
Conon  and  Blackwater  from  the  Spa  and  Ben- 
wyvis  Hotels,  Strathpeffer,  respectively  ;  that  on 
the  Carron,  from  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
Ardgay;  and  that  on  the  Halladale  from  Forsinard 
and  Melvich  Hotels.  The  angling  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  Arms  Hotel  water,  Ballater,  is  all  let.  A 
splendid  season  up  to  now  has  been  obtained,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  hundred  salmon  having  been 
killed. 

The  finnock  fishing  is  on  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Ythan,  Dee,  Spey,  Beauly,  North  Esk,  Kyle  of 
Sutherland,  Ugie,  and  the  fine  Culter  fishery  of 
the  Dee,  leased  for  angling  guests  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Aberdeen. 

The  sea  trout  fishing  is  on  the  Kyles  of  Tongue, 
and  Durness,  in  Sutherlandshire,  the  best  early 
sea  trout  waters  in  Scotland,  and  on  some  of  the 
tide-influenced  waters  of  the  Uists  and  Harris. 


FISHING  WITH  THE  OTTER  IS 
ILLEGAL  ALL  OVER  IRELAND. 

(From  The  Times,  April  18,  1891.) 

House  of  Commons. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  fivo  minutes 
past  two  o’clock. 

fishing  with  the  otter. 

Iu  answer  to  Sir  T.  Esmoude, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  said:  The  inspectors  of  Irish 
fisliorios  report  that  tho  use  of  tho  otter  is  illegal 
everywhere  iu  Ireland  under  statute.  Licences 
have  not  been  issued  for  otter  fishing  on  Lough 
Derg,  county  Tipperary.  They  have  been  issued 
for  cross-lines,  but  this  would  not  authorise  the 
use  of  the  otter,  which,  as  above  stated,  is 
expressly  prohibited  by  statute. 


SOME  FLIES  FOR  NORTH  OF 
ENGLAND  STREAMS. 

Messrs.  Ciias.  Hutchinson  and  Co.  (43,  Strick- 
landgate,  Kendal)  write  “  Dear  Sir,— Herewith 
we  hand  you  for  inspection  samples  of  our  hackle 
trout  flies.  We  keep  these  and  many  other  patterns 
in  stock  dressed  in  three  sizes  of  hook,  viz.,  1,  2, 
and  3,  Kendal  seals.  We  also  enclose  sample 
trout  cast,  mounted  with  hackle  flies.  The  sale 
of  these  flies  and  casts,  which  was  always  con¬ 
siderable,  has  increased  considerably  since  we 
advertised  them  in  the  Fishing  Gazette ,  trial 
orders  without  exception  resulting  in  repeat 
orders.” 

The  flies  sent  are  all  hackled  or  “  Spider  ”  trout 
flies  on  good  gut,  and  they  are  excellent  in  every 
way.  We  can  advise  anyone  who  is  going  to  fish 
the  northern  streams,  or  any  streams  where  the 
wet-fly  is  used,  to  try  Messrs.  Hutchinson’s  patterns 
of  Light  Woodcock  aud  yellow  body,  Dark  Snipe 
and  orange  body,  Dark  Woodcock  and  orange 
body,  Dark  Snipe  and  purple  body,  Partridge  and 
Orange,  and  Black  Gnat.  This  latter  is  one  of 
the  best  Black  Gnats  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time. 
They  also  send  us  one  of  their  made-up  three-fly 
gut  casts  with  a  twisted  hair  cast  attached  to  the 
gut— the  whole  thing  very  neat  and  business-like. 
We  shall  use  this  oast  of  flies  with  full  confidence. 


SPORT  ON  THE  PASVIG  RIVER, 
NORWAY. 

(Continued  from  page  241.) 

As  regards  the  best  places  in  the  river  for  fish¬ 
ing — and  I  suppose  every  river  has  its  own 
peculiar  idiosyncrasies — I  found  the  short  river 
stretches  and  the  tail  end  of  the  lake  to  be  the 
best.  Just  at  the  very  tail  of  the  lake,  before 
the  water  again  assumes  a  river-like  appearance, 
where  the  current  is  swift  and  the  surface  of  the 
stream  as  bright  and  unbroken  as  a  mirror,  there, 
oh !  there,  is  the  very  spot.  A  bungler  indeed 
must  one  be  not  to  catch  a  creelful  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time. 

But  perhaps,  also,  the  fact  that  no  one  had 
ever  fished  there,  that  no  artificial  flight  had 
ever  curled  over  the  swirling  eddies,  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it.  Anyhow,  fish  were  there  in 
myriads  waiting  to  be  caught,  and  apparently 
vying  with  each  other  to  see  which  should  be  the 
first  to  seize  hold  of  the  tantalising  delicacy  that 
had,  as  it  were,  suddenly  dropped  down  from  the 
clouds  into  their  very  midst ;  for  no  sooner  did 
my  line  reach  the  surface  than  every  hook  was 
occupied  by  a  trout  or  a  grayling,  and  it  required 
no  little  management  and  skill  to  coax  them  into 
the  landing-net, 

Those  who  have  indulged  in  trout  fishing  from 
a  boat  must  well  know  that  the  accomplishment 
of  driving  a  pig  is  not  nearly  so  trying  as  that 
of  playing  a  trout  from  a  boat  in  mid-stream, 
where  the  current  is  swift.  Just  when  you  think 
you  have  succeeded  in  getting  him  nicely  into  the 
net,  he  probably  bolts  right  under  your  boat,  and 
wastes  your  time  and  patience  in  his  earnest 
endeavours  to  get  rid  of  the  hook,  which  a  mo¬ 
ment  before  he  was  willing  to  give  up  everything 
else  to  obtain. 

At  length,  finding  that  I  lost  a  great  many  fish 
and  a  great  deal  of  time,  I  discarded  the  landing- 
net  altogether,  and  whenever  I  had  a  fish  on, 
would  lay  down  the  rod  and  pull  him  in  hand 
over  hand,  without  giving  him  time  to  make  a 
fuss.  I  lost  much  fewer  this  way.  On  an  ave¬ 
rage  the  fish  weighed  from  21b.  to  31b.  apiece. 

I  wonder  what  the  fish  thought  of  it  when  they 
saw  a  couple  of  insects  floating  before  their  very 
noses,  far  more  beautiful  and  delicate  to  behold 
than  any  of  those  which  they  were  wont  to  see 
in  these  northern  latitudes.  Never  have  I  seen 
fish  so  greedy  as  in  the  Pasvig  river.  Wherever 
I  threw  in,  not  merely  one  or  two,  but  apparently 
dozens  of  trout  or  grayliug  rose  to  the  flies,  so 
that  the  water  was  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  com¬ 
motion.  Directly  the  lucky,  or  more  properly 
the  unlucky,  trout  had  got  hold  of  this  earn  avis 
of  a  fly  ho  darted  off,  pursued  by  all  his  com¬ 
panions.  Of  courso  it  always  must  be  a  very 
disagreeable  surprise  to  any  rospectable  trout 
when,  instead  of  gulping  down  a  fat,  tender  fly, 
he  finds  a  steel  hook  in  his  mouth  ;  and  this  he 
evinces  by  his  struggles  and  dashes  as  soon  as  he 
feels  the  sharp  prick.  But  in  the  present  instance 
the  movements  and  struggles  of  the  fish,  so  far 
from  frightening  away  his  companions,  seemed 
only  to  allure  them  on.  I  believe  they  were  aware 
that  he  had  got  hold  of  some  tempting  morceau, 
and  were  chasing  him  in  order  to  try  and  make 
him  drop  it.  For  this  reason  I  found  it  best  to 
fish  with  only  two  flies,  though  at  the  same  time 
I  feel  convinced  that  had  it  been  possible  to  use  a 
dozen,  aud  had  the  tackle  been  strong  enough, 
each  individual  fly  would  at  once  have  been  taken 
up.  My  drop  line,  too,  was  of  a  very  strong  gut, 
far  too  coarse  and  far  too  heavy  for  any  water 
where  the  fish  might  be  affected  with  shyness,  or 
where  their  appetites  might  require  humouring. 

I  generally  fished  from  a  boat  rowed  by  an  experi¬ 
enced  bin,  who  knew  to  a  “  T  ”  how  far  he  dared 
allow  the  boat  to  go  down  the  swirling  current 
without  being  carried  away  altogether.  The 
manner  of  rowing  was  “poiki,  poiki  ” — in  other 
words,  zig-zag,  backwards  and  forwards  from  one 
bank  to  the  other. 

Sometimes  it  happened  that  I  had  to  catch  a 
quantity  of  fish  iu  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
aud  then  I  adopted  the  plan  before  mentioned 
and  hauled  them  iu  hand  over  hand  :  but  whenever 
I  was  not  pressed  for  time  I  found  it  far  greater 
amusement  to  play  them  in  a  proper  aud  sports¬ 
manlike  style,  and  weary  them  out  before  land¬ 
ing,  or  rather  “  boating,”  thorn.  But  when  I  was 
hurried,  Fin  number  two,  who  sat  up  iu  the  bows, 
had  to  take  the  hooks  out  of  the  fishes’  ajQuthSj 
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when  out  went  the  line  again,  and  the  same  thing 
was  repeated  over  and  over  again.  In  a  single 
hour  I  have  taken  as  many  as  forty  trout  and 
arayling,  none  of  which  have  weighed  less  than 
lib  ,  and  several  of  them  over  3lb. 

When  I  first  went  out  my  own  Fins  were  dS  de¬ 
lighted  aod  surprised  as  two  children  to  see  me 
pull  in  the  fish  one  after  the  other.  I  verily 
believe  they  thought  I  was  in  league  with  some 
“uncanny”  power,  for  Mr.  Fin  is  very  super¬ 
stitious.  For  a  long  time  it  puzzled  them  sorely 
how  it  was  that  I  made  the  same  flies  last  time 
after  time  without  once  being  renewed.  On  one 
occasion  I  remember  the  curiosity  of  the  Fin 
who  had  charge  of  the  oars  rose  to  such  a  pitch 
as  nearly  to  place  us  all  in  a  very  disagreeable 
predicament. 

We  were  rowing  “  poiki,  poiki,”  just  at  the  very 
extreme  limit,  beyond  which  it  would  be  danger¬ 
ous  to  go.  I  was  hauling  the  fish  in  one  after  the 
other,  when  the  boatman  completely  lost  his  head  ; 
not  because  the  water  just  below  us  was  seething 
and  foaming  like  a  cauldron  ;  not,  therefore,  be¬ 
cause  our  position  was,  to  say  the  least,  extremely 
critical  and  perilous ;  but  merely  because  he  was 
lost  in  amazement  at  my  fishing.  Fortunately 
for  all  three  of  us,  he  recollected  himself  just  in 
the  very  nick  of  time,  or,  one  second  later,  down 
wo  all  must  have  gone  into  the  next  pool,  and 
have  made  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  trout  and  grayling  families  in  their  own  homes 
than  would  have  been  desirable  or  convenient. 

Have  I  not  said  enough  to  make  the  mouth  of 
many  an  ardent  disciple  of  the  gentle  art  water  ? 
Oh !  how  he  would  revel  in  the  clear  sunlight 
nights  of  the  far  north,  the  beauty  of  which  must 
be°seen  to  be  realised.  Of  course  there  are  draw¬ 
backs.  In  the  first  place,  the  journey  is  far  and 
tedious,  and  yet  not  very  expensive,  when  the  dis¬ 
tance  is  taken  into  account.  The  speediest 
method  of  arriving  there  is  to  go  by  one  of  the 
steamers  from  Hull  or  London  to  Christiania,  a 
passage  of  three  days  and  a-half;  price  T6,  I 
think,  for  a  return  ticket ;  and  if  three  or  four  go 
together,  a  further  reduction  may  be  made.  From 
Christiania  you  travel  by  railway  to  Eidsvold,  a 
distance  of  forty  odd  miles,  and  thence  by  steamer 
up  the  Miusen  to  Lillehammer,  a  distance  of 
eighty  miles.  You  sleep  at  Lillehammer,  and 
start  off  next  morning  en  route  for  Throndlijem, 
which,  if  you  are  fortunate  in  meeting  with  good 
horses,  you  will  reach  in  two  days  more.  From 
Throndbjem  to  Hammerfest  a  steamer  runs  once 
a  week,  and  reaches  the  “  most  northernly  city  in 
the  world  ”  in  seven  days  ;  from  which  place 
another  steamer  goes  to  Yadso,  occupying  three 
days  more ;  and  Yadso  is  only  a  short  distance 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  length,  then,  of  the  journey  is  one  draw¬ 
back  ;  another,  and  the  only  other  that  I  know 
of,  is  the  mosquitoes,  which  in  still,  close  weather 
are  extremely  troublesome.  Yeils  and  gloves  are 
quite  necessary,  and  stout  clothing  too,  for  they 
possess  very  great  powers  of  penetration. 

While  I  was  occupied  in  fishing  I  used  to  have 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  frequent  reports  from 
the  guns  of  my  companions,  who  were  paying 
their  attentions  to  ducks,  snipe,  or  ryper,  and  also 
of  knowing  that  they  would  bring  with  them  a 
plentiful  supply  of  multerberries  for  our  dessert. 
Thus  you  see  we  did  not  live  so  badly  up  in  Pasvig. 
Generally  soup  preserved  in  tius,  and  prepared 
vegetables;  then  a  noble  dish  of  trout,  followed  by 
some  sort  of  game,  and  not  unfrequently  by  a 
venison  steak  ;  concluding  with  coffee  and  mul¬ 
terberries,  topped  up  with  a  chasse-cafe  of  braen- 
deviin,  and,  last  of  all,  the  fragrant  weed  !  And 
then  if  one  is  weary,  there  is  a  tent  to  sleep  in  ;  or, 
if  the  light,  warm  night  tempts  you  to  remain 
outside,  get  your  interpreter  to  ask  one  of  the 
Fins  to  tell  a  story — an  accomplishment  in  which 
they  excel— about  their  ancestors,  who,  though 
never  powerful,  were  numerous  in  old  and 
happier  days  (days,  however,  which  have  scarce 
left  a  single  rune  on  the  page  of  history),  and  who 
once  could  call  the  whole  of  Norway  their  own. 

The  Tana  river,  flowing  out  into  a  fjord  of  the 
same  name,  nearly  one  hundred  miles  to  the  east 
of  the  North  Cape,  is  perhaps  the  very  fiuest 
salmon  river  in  the  world.  Salmon  are  able  to 
run  up  it  to  a  distance  of  nearly  two  hundrec 
miles.  A  great  portion,  however,  of  this  immense 
extent  is  not  fishable,  for  the  river  mostly  con¬ 
sists  of  broad,  shallow  lakes.  It  is  only  in  the 
eighboqrboocl  of  its?  fosses?— Seida,  Foss,  Galgogu- 


oika,  &c. — that  good  fishing  can  be  had.  An 
Englishman  who  fished  it  a  few  years  ago  bagged 
in  six  weeks’  time  6,0001b.  of  salmon,  the  largest 
of  which  weighed  401b.  The  fishing  is  entirely 
from  boats,  and,  till  one  gets  used  to  it,  is  rather 
nervous  work.  But  the  Queens  are  practised 
hands,  and  very  seldom  come  to  grief. 

“  Physically,  they  are  a  fine  race,  very  in¬ 
genious,  and,  like  most  people  thrown  on  their 
own  resources,  skilled  in  all  kinds  of  work,  but 
not  so  given  to  hard  work,  nor  so  trustworthy, 
honest,  and  independent  as  the  Norwegians— more 
prone  to  fishing  than  to  pastoral  pursuits.  They 
are  first-rate  boatmen,  and  the  build  of  their  river 
boats,  which  is  very  picturesque,  is  superior  to 
anything  of  the  kind  in  Norway.  To  shoot  the 
rapids  is  a  work  requiring  the  nicest  skill,  not 
unattended  with  some  risk,  and  the  way  the 
Queens  do  it  in  is  a  sight  worth  going  far  to  see. 

A  mistake  is  fatal,  as  the  boat  would  be  instantly 
dashed  to  pieces  against  the  rocks.”  In  ascending 
the  river  the  boat  is  pushed  up  with  poles 
(“  stagt,”  as  I  believe  it  is  termed  in  Norwegian), 
for,  of  course,  to  row  against  the  stream  is  impos¬ 
sible.  It  must  require  a  great  deal  of  practice  to 
do  it,  for  should  the  boat’s  head  deviate  ever  so 
little  to  one  side,  it  will  be  dashed  down  the 
rapids  in  a  twinkling.  But  the  natives  can  “  stag  ” 
a  boat  up  with  astonishing  speed.  In  some  parts 
in  the  south  of  Norway,  indeed,  I  have  seen  the 
peasants  “  stag  ”  a  boat  up  single-handed  ;  but  in 
the  northern  rivers,  where  the  volume  of  water  is 
much  greater,  and  the  rapids  are  swifter,  I  ques¬ 
tion  if  one  man  could  manage  by  himself. 

The  Alten  river,  as  is  doubtless  known  to  every 
Norwegian  tourist,  is  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Rox 
burgh.  It  was  in  this  river  that  Prince  Alfred 
fished,  at  the  duke’s  invitation,  in  1864 ;  and  it  will 
give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  resources  of  this 
noble  stream  if  I  mention  that  in  twenty-one 
days’  fishing  the  duke  killed  3,0191b.  (in  two  days, 
7551b.). 

The  following  sketch  of  the  Alten  is  taken  from 
a  correspondent’s  letter  in  the  Times  of  September 
6, 1864 :  “As  the  river  approaches  the  sea  it  opens 
out  into  a  green,  smiling  valley.  The  hills  on 
either  side  are  clad  with  pines,  while  below  are 
forests  of  the  graceful  birch,  interspersed  with 
alder,  with  a  wild  wealth  of  undergrowth  of 
flowers  and  ferns  in  almost  tropical  luxuriance, 
which  one  would  hardly  dream  of  in  latitude 
seventy  degrees.”  [The  same  parallel,  be  it 
remembered,  beneath  which  the  ice-bound  shores 
of  tho  other  hemisphere  are  situated.J  “  Com¬ 
fortable  homesteads  are  seen  at  intervals, 
with  patches  of  corn,  oats,  barley,  and  always  a 
flourishing  crop  of  potatoes,  which  seem  to  thrive 
in  this  climate.  The  corn  was  now  (the  end  of 
July)  in  ear,  and,  considering  it  was  not  sown 
till  June,  the  rapidity  of  vegetation  may  be 
imagined  under  that  glorious  summer  sun  that 
never  sets.  All  nature  rejoices  in  the  genial 
warmth— ‘  The  hills  are  clothed  with  gladness,  and 
the  valleys  laugh  and  sing  ’  at  the  waking-up  of 
the  Arctic  summer  morn  after  the  Arctic  winter 
night. 

“  The  natives  scarce  have  time  to  sleep  during 
the  endless  day,  or  at  least  only  at  odd  hours ; 
and  Englishmen  follow  their  example,  generally 
restiugfrom  their  labours  during  the  day,  as,  when 
the  weather  is  hot,  the  salmon  are  best  wooed  and 
won  during  the  comparatively  cooler  liour3  of  the 
night.  Nothing  can  be  more  enjoyable  than  one 
of  those  fine  Arctic  nights,  the  wild  solitude,  the 
stillness  of  the  air,  unbroken  by  any  sound  save 
the  murmur  of  the  water  at  your  feet,  the  splash 
of  the  salmon,  or,  it  may  be,  the  lowing  of  the 
cows,  with  their  tinkling  bells  from  the  distant 
sceter,  all  add  to  the  charm  of  the  scene,  and 
enhance  the  enjoyment  ;  and,  to  descend  from 
the  ideal  to  the  real,  when  you  have  hooked  and 
killed  your  salmon,  go  to  land  and  roast  him  on 
the  quick  pinewood  fire,  and  with  a  piece  of  birch 
bark  for  your  plate,  you  have  a  repast  fit  for  a 
queen.  Who  can  describe  the  exquisite  flavour  of 
that  fish  ?  Who  can  paint  the  colour  of  those 
creamy  flakes,  white  as  the  driven  snow'?”  Let 
us  bid  farewell  to  the  Alten  now,  for  it  makes  the 
mouth  water,  and  a  twitching  feeling  come  over  the 
wrists— an  affection,  I  believe,  only  experienced 
by  fishermen  as  the  salmon  season  draws  near — 
and  pay  a  visit  to  some  of  the  islands  that  fringe 
the  coast.  —  From  “Sketches  of  Life ,  Scenery 
and  Sport  in  Norway ,”  by  N.  It.  Barnard,  13. A . 
London,  “Field"  Office, 


ALLEGED  “  UN  VERACITY  ”  OF 
ANGLERS.— No.  2. 

I  have  given  examples,  honestly  drawn  from 
the  life,  of  two  classes  of  men  whom  I  consider 
responsible  for  many  of  the  imputations  thrown 
on  the  veracity  of  anglers.  But  judging  from  my 
own  experience  I  should  not  speak  of  either  of 
these  classes  as  a  large  one.  The  exaggerations 
of  which  anglers  are  frequently  guilty,  especially 
during  their  novitiate,  arise  I  believe  in  most  cases 
either  from  carelessness  or  from  that  imperfection 
of  memory  which  makes  objects  loom  large 
through  the  mist  of  time.  These  faults  are  con¬ 
stantly  traceable  in  narratives  of  every  class, .  and 
cannot  in  common  charity  be  branded  as  “  lying.” 
And  first  as  to  carelessness.  Many  fishermen  do 
not  take  the  trouble  of  weighing  their .  fish,  and 
have  not  trained  either  eye  or  hand  to  direct  them 
in  guessing  their  weights  with  fair  accuracy.  Per¬ 
haps  their  first  experiences  have  been  among 
small  brook  fish,  and  one  of  8oz.  or  lOoz.  from  a 
larger  water  strikes  them  as  something  phenome¬ 
nal.  Such  a  fish  must  be,  or  ought  to  be,  a 
pounder,  and  they  are  honest,  if  not  correct,  in 
calling  him  so.  Or  perhaps  they  have  been  kill¬ 
ing  their  puny  dozens  from  some  populous  tarn, 
and  a  wide-awake  boatman  has  sought  to  please 
them  by  “  cracking  up  ”  the  dimensions  of  the 
few  sizeable  fish  taken.  Whether  mistaken  or 
misled,  “de  magnis,”  as  Juvenal  has  it,  “  majora 
loquuntur.”  The  only  cure  for  mis-statements  of 
this  kind  is  the  practice  of  careful  and  conscien¬ 
tious  weighing.  This  is  doubtless  best  done  with 
large  kitchen  scales,  but  one  of  Salter’s  pocket 
weighiug  machines  will  answer  the  purpose  fairly 
well.  A  few  good  fish  will  be  easier  and  pleasauter 
to  weigh  than  a  creel  full  of  small  ones.  These 
last,  however,  may  be  summarily  dealt  with  .by 
weighing  them  in  the  basket,  and  after  turning 
them  out,  deducting  the  weight  of  the  basket  in 
its  then  wet  state  from  the  total.  My  own  practice 
for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been,  besides  taking 
the  aggregate  weight,  to  take  that  of  a  few  speci¬ 
mens  in  detail,  never  omitting  at  least  to  weigh 
the  largest,  even  though  my  book  should  chronicle 
such  small  beer  as  “  B.  F.,  6oz.”  This  practice 
I  soon  found  enabled  me  to  judge  the  weight  of 
any  of  the  sahnonidee  pretty  closely  without 
weighing.  Sportsmen,  moreover,  who  adopt  it 
will  soon  find  themselves  accurate  in  their  record 
of  weights,  not  merely  on  principle,  but  from 
habit  and  experience.  '  This  practice  of  weighing 
is  so  nearly  connected  with  that  of  measuring, 
that  I  take  this  opportunity  of  recurring  to  a 
favourite  “fad”  of  mine— the  law  of  “similar 
solids,’’  as  applied  to  the  weights  of  fish.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  has  on  several  occasions .  been 
pointed  out  clearly  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jar  dine  in 
reference  to  cases  of  “  giant  pike,”  that  fish  of  the 
same  species  are  not  always  similar  solids.  Not 
only  do  their  proportions  vary  according  to  season 
and  condition,  but  the  ratio  of  length  to  girth  in 
a  healthy  specimen  varies  considerably  in  different 
waters.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  among  the 
sahnonidee  generally,  and  especially  in  the  case  ot 
Salmo  fario,  these  variations  will  affect  to  any 
misleading  extent  the  rough  and  ready  calculation 
of  weight  from  length  which  may  be  made  if  the 
“  standard  solid  ”  has  been  carefully  selected.  It 
is  true,  no  doubt,  that  the  proportions  of  depth  to 
thickness  in  different  local  breeds  of  trout  and  of 
lake  trout  especially — vary  to  a  degree  scarcely 
to  bo  credited  by  anyone  not  acquainted  with 
many  waters.  This  dissimilarity  of  form  is 
curiously  illustrated  in  two  adjacent  mountain 
lakes,  Llyn  Manwd  and  Llyn  Gamell,  situated, 
some  four  miles  from  Ffestiniog.  The  trout,  of 
the  latter  are  shaped  almost  like  a  roach,  with 
a  broad,  flat  side  ;  those  of  the  former  are  some¬ 
what  more  cylindrical  in  form  than  the  trout 
usually  found  in  our  rivers.  The  roach-like  depth, 
again,  is  particularly  observable  in  the  fish  of 
Llyny-dwinny  (I  am  not  sure  of  my  spelling), 
which  I  saw  once  in  1832,  and  was  actually  able 
to  recognise  in  1853  by  their  singular  form  even 
when  fried.  But  I  have  not  found  that  these 
differences  of  shape,  curious  and  interesting  as 
they  are,  affect  appreciably  the  estimate  of  com- 
parative  weight  to  be  formed  from  trebling  the 
ratio  of  the  lengths  in  two  specimens.  The  greater 
depth  seems  generally  to  be  balanced  by  less  thick¬ 
ness  ;  indeed,  the  fish  that  are  most  cylindrical  in 
form  seem  to  scale  a  shade  better.  The  conditions 
yyljioh  fljstqrb  the  application  of  the  jnathemfytiQal 
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law,  whereby  the  angler  should  learn  (in  default 
of  scales)  to  judge  of  the  weight  of  a  trout  by  his 
length,  are  mainly  those  of  the  season  and  the 
feed.  We  have  thus  far  had  a  cruel  spring,  and 
only  within  a  few  days  have  fish  had  a  chance  of 
making  up  their  winter  losses  in  flesh  and  strength. 
But  even  in  average  years  it  is  rare,  except  in  the 
extreme  south-west,  to  find  trout  well  in  season 
much  before  April.  Indeed,  amidst  the  general 
cry  for  more  fish  and  more  fishing,  it  were 
much  to  be  desired  that  our  angling  enthusiasts 
should  learn  to  “  wait  a  little  longer  ”  for  their 
sport.  Everything  is  beautiful  in  its  season  ; 
but  a  trout  out  of  season  is  far  removed  from  the 
utmost  limits  of  the  beautiful.  I  can  hardly 
imagine  a  true  sportsman  basketing  without  a 
blush  a  dozen  of  such  fish — “long  and  lank  and 
brown,”  like  Coleridge’s  ancient  mariner — without 
a  blush  and  a  twinge  of  something  very  like 
remorse.  And  I  suspect  that  the  fly-fisher’s 
veracity  is  seldom  more  shrewdly  tried  than  when 
he  describes  the  contents  of  a  basket  too  early 
and  too  easily  filled.  I  have  known  fish  described 
as  “  in  fair  condition,”  which  the  captor  would 
not  have  ventured  to  send  as  a  present,  nor  have 
cared  to  see  on  his  own  table. 

There  are  many  waters  where  trout,  even  in 
the  best  of  their  season,  never  attain  first-rate 
condition  from  the  scantiness  of  their  feed.  They 
will  be  found,  however,  when  the  season  is  weil 
advanced,  bright  aud  shapely,  and  palatable 
enough  when  split  and  broiled  with  a  little  butter, 
pepper,  and  salt,  or  if  small  fried  in  the 
hottest  oil.  But  of  course  they  will  be  lighter  in 
proportion  to  their  length  than  the  fish  th°at  have 
thriven  on  an  ampler  dietary  in  one  of  our  chalk 
streams,  or  in  a  limestone  water,  or  in  one  of  the 
marvellous  granite  lakes  of  Scotland.  Clearly, 
therefore,  the  angler  who  wishes  to  be  able  to 
guess  the  weight  of  a  fish  at  sight  must  accustom 
Himself  to  compare  the  verdict  of  the  scales  with 
the  estimate  formed  from  measurement,  and  while 
so  doing  will  learn  to  make  due  allowance  for 
differences  of  condition.  Accuracy  as  to  weights 
aul.  measures  will  thus  become  an  instinctive 
habit  with  him,  and  he  will  be  in  no  danger  of 
risking  one  of  those  careless  misstatements  which 
are  often  pleaded  in  justification  of  a  libel  on 
anglers  in  general. 

Lapses  of  memcry,  especially  after  long  inter¬ 
vals,  are  hardly  worth  comment.  They  occur  on 
almost  every  subject,  and  when  the  recollections 
are  pleasant,  it  follows  almost  by  a  natural  law 
that  something  of  imagination  should  brighten 
the  picture  which  memory  supplies.  Old  men 
sirg  of  “  the  merry  days  when  they  were  young,” 
as  though  boyhood  had  no  trials  and  youth  "no 
disappointments.  And  when  we  look  back  to  any 
day  of  special  enjoyment,  we  do  not  “beget  that 
golden  time  again  ’’  without  regilding  it  with  a 
radiance  such  as  neither  the  present  nor  the  future 
can  supply.  So  it  must  occasionally  fare  with  the 
angler.  He  recalls  some  day  of  delicious  rambling 
by  brook  or  river,  perhaps  a  genial  April  morn° 
mg,  when  the  sky  was  deep  blue  between  the 
floating  cloudlets,  and  the  meadow  copses  were 
vocal  with  nightingales  ;  perhaps  the  golden  sun¬ 
shine  of  a  still  September  noon,  when  only  the 
sounds  of  distant  harvest  labour  broke  the 
silence  ;  some  day  when  he  felt  with  Walton— 

"  I  was  at  that  time  lifted  above  earth, 

And  possess'd  joys  not  promised  in  my  birth.” 

And  if  success  in  his  favourite  pastime  was 
added  to  the  other  delights  of  such  a  day,  he  is 
scarcely  to  be  blamed  if  in  a  distant  retrospect 
the  contents  of  his  basket,  like  all  other  “  things 
pertaining  to  that  time  and  place,”  are  seen  as 
through  a  halo.  Nor  in  truth  is  it  on  such  over- 
colouring  of  long-remembered  successes  that  the 
odious  imputation  of  “  unveracity  ”  is  based.  If 
the  picture  is  inaccurate,  no  one  is  able  or  inclined 
to  prove  it  so  ;  and  ic  is,  alas  !  too  certain  that  in 
“  days  of  auld  lang  syne  ”  the  angler  often  had 
such  opportunities  as  now  come  but  rarely  to  a 
favoured  few.  Streams  were  fuller,  trout  better 
fed  and  less  educated.  But  the  exaggerations  of 
the  novice  with  regard  to  recent  captures  are 
easily  tested,  and  are  assailed  with  some  animosity 

bscamse  they  often  seem  to  be  prompted  by  a 
spirit  of  rivalry. 

I  have  now  gone  through  most  of  the  grounds 
assigned  by  enemies  in  support  and  by  friends  in 
explanation  of  what  I  nevertheless  resent  as  a 
libel  on  the  brotherhood  of  anglers.  And  yet  I  am 
convinced  th^t  the  principal  cause  for  the  charge 


of  untruthfulness — so  freely  vented  and  so  tamely 
submitted  to — is  to  be  sought  in  quite  a  different 
direction.  I  maintain,  in  fact — paradoxical  as  it 
may  appear — that  anglers  have  been  charged 
with  lying,  not  so  much  from  a  lack  of  truth  in 
the  stories  they  tell,  as  from  a  lack  of  reasonable 
faith  in  the  hearers.  They  suffer  in  reputation 
from  their  own  readiness  to  doubt  and  disbelieve. 
How  this  incredulity  is  bred,  and  how  it  comes  to 
work  so  mischievously,  I  must  endeavour  to 
explain  in  a  concluding  paper. 


&oUs 

A  friend  who  is  trout  fishing  on  the  Lugg  in 
Herefordshire  says  :  “  I  hear  a  salmon  was  caught 
by  an  angler  with  the  Stone-fly,  in  the  Wye,  the 
other  day,  and  that  the  March  Brown  and  Stone- 
fly  are  the  best  spring  flies  for  salmon  there. 


From  the  report  of  the  Hertford  Angling  Pre¬ 
servation  Society  it  will  be  seen  that  the  chair¬ 
man  brought  a  serious  charge  against  London  for 
robbing  their  district  of  water.  We  fear  some 
other  districts  might  join  in  the  charge.  We  sym¬ 
pathise  with  our  Hertford  friends,  but  the  big 
battalions  are  on  the  other  side. 


A  Note  from  Caithness. — The  snow  is  still 
lingering  on  the  hills  in  Caithness,  so  that  in  the 
more  isolated  districts  heather-burniug  has  not 
been  commenced  yet,  owing  to  the  snow  ;  but  an 
extension  of  time  from  the  12th  up  to  the  25th 
inst.  has  been  granted.  The  law  here  in  that 
respect  is,  the  proprietor  makes  application  to 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  who  invaribly  grants 
the  application.— A.  H. 


The  result  of  the  inquiries  held  at  Shrewsbury 
and  Welshpool  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Severn  Board  of  Conservators  in  regard  to  the 
scarcity  of  salmon  was  reported  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  last  week,  and  shows  that  the  average 
take  of  fish  during  the  past  year  has  been  fair,  but 
that  very  few  fish  were  taken  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  estuary,  and  that  very  little 
fishing  has  taken  place  above  Worcester. 
This  seems  to  bear  out  the  statements 
of  those  interested  in  the  fishing  of  the 
upper  waters,  that  very  few  fish  are  allowed  to 
reach  them  from  various  causes,  and  that  the 
netters  find  it  unprofitable  to  take  out  licenses. 


What  may  prove  a  very  formidable  and  im¬ 
portant  body  is  now  under  process  of  inauguration 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Severn  around  Shrews¬ 
bury.  Notice  has  been  issued  to  the  riparian 
owners  on  the  Severn  in  the  county  of  Salop  that 
a  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Raven  Hotel  to-day 
(Saturday),  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  associa¬ 
tion  for  ithe  preservation  of  trout  and  grayling  in 
the  Severn.  The  committee,  who  have  this  object 
in  view,  consists  of  Lord  Berwick,  Mr.  L.  Burd, 
General  the  Honourable  W.  H.  Herbert,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Morris,  Mr.  J.  Watson,  Mr.  Severne,  Colonel 
Wingfield,  and  F.  A.  W.  Whitmore.  Should  this 
movement  result  in  combined  action  on  the  part 
of  the  riparian  owners,  the  new  body  will  have 
unlimited  power  over  the  fishing  in  the  river  and 
may  let  fishing  rights  to  whomsoever  it  pleases. 
Shropshire  anglers  until  now  have  been  wont  to 
wander  along  the  towpaths  at  their  own  sweet 
will  and  catch  where  they  can,  and  much  dissatis¬ 
faction  would  be  caused  if  the  proposed  associa¬ 
tion  became  inclined  to  arbitrary  measures.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  if  they  will  take  means 
to  strictly  preserve  the  river,  improve  the  fishing, 
and  let  the  water  say  to  some  such  public  body 
as  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society, 
nothing  but  good  could  result.  Should  it  be 
found  that  in  this  event  the  working  classes 
could  not  afford  to  become  members  of  the  society, 
cheap  monthly  tickets  could  be  issued  to  them! 
With  careful,  generous  and  discreet  management 
the  Riparian  Owners’  Association  might  effect 
much  good,  and  be  looked  upon  as  a  blessing  to 
Shropshire  anglers,  and  if  anything  is  to  come  of 
the  movement  we  earnestly  hope  this  will  be  the 
case. 


Numbers  of  rough  fish  have  been  discovered  in 
the  Severn  in  the  Shrewsbury  district  more  or  less 
affected  with  that  unsightly  disease — fungus. 


Whether  this  is  caused  by  river  pollution,  or  what, 
we  are  unable  to  state,  but  such  is  certainly  the 
case.  Superintendent  Darling,  bailiff  to  the 
Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  states  that  he  has 
seen  numbers  of  fish  affected. 


A  splendid  Thames  trout  of  lOilb.,  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  at  Hampton  Court,  is  the 
best  fish  we  have  heard  of  as  taken  from  the 
Thames  for  this  season.  We  remember  a  few 
years  ago  Mr.  Wheeldon  called  at  our  office  with 
two  handsome  trout,  one  101b.  and  the  other  not 
much  less.  The  occasion  might  have  been  a  more 
memorable  one  still  for  Mr.  W.,  for  in  illustrating 
his  method  of  tightening  on  a  fish,  he  put  his 
elbow  through  a  big  pane  of  thick  glass,  luckily 
without  damage  to  himself. 


For  about  ten  days  there  has  been  very  good 
trout  fishing  on  the  early  rivers  and  streams  in 
Scotland.  Some  really  grand  takes  have,  we 
learn,  been  got  on  Don  and  Deveron,  on  which  the 
natural  fly  is  well  out. 


A  gentleman  informs  us  of  his  having  made  a 
basket  of  281b.  of  plump  trout  on  Deveron,  on 
Monday  last.  This  should  pass  for  respectable. 


Most  anglers  complain  of  the  wind  keeping  so 
persistently  in  the  east.  Give  a  dog,  or  for  that 
matter  a  wind,  a  bad  name  and  it  will  stick  to  it. 
After  all  the  east  wind  will  be  found  to  be  the 
wind  which  prevails  when  most  of  the  best  early 
trouting  iu  river  or  stream  in  April  and  early  in 
May— the  choicest  time— is  obtained.  And  why  ? 
Because  it  is  seldom  absent. 


The  upper  waters  of  Don,  Deveron,  and  Find- 
horn  have  not  yet  done  very  well.  The  trout  are 
backward  in  condition  and  not  well  on  the  rise, 
owing  to  the  near  presence  on  the  mountains  of  a 
good  deal  of  snow  which  keeps  both  the  air  and 
the  water  too  cold. 


The  trouting  on  Loch  Tummel  promises  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well.  Already  the  large  red  fleshed 
trout  are  in  first-rate  condition,  and  sport  with 
them  has  begun.  _ 


Mr,  Wallace,  of  the  Spa  Hotel,  Strathpeffer, 
Ross-shire,  has  rented  a  long  stretch— indeed  the 
best  late  spring  and  summer  salmon  water — of 
the  Conon  river,  on  which  his  visitors  can  have 
fishing  every  day  on  payment  of  a  small  sum. 


Mr.  John  Sutherland,  the  famous  fisherman 
at  Durness,  writes  : — “  The  weather  here  is  every - 
thing  that  could  be  desired,  and  Loch  Crosspuil 
and  the  Kyle  are  in  excellent  fishing  trim.  The 
show  of  fresh-run  sea  trout  is  already  very  good. 
The  season  might  have  commenced  three  weeks 
ago,  but  we  are  only  commencing  it  now.” 

Salmon  fishing  has  begun  well  on  the  Lochy- 
Spean,  and  some  very  fine  large  fish  have  been 
got.  The  average  weight_of  those  captured  up  to 
date  would  run  about  171b.  Lord  Abinger  has 
arrived  for  the  early  fishing  season. 


Both  Don  and  Deveron  are  being  greatly  “run 
upon  ”  by  anglers  in  quest  of  early  trouting.  Mr. 
C.  Milne,  Hanghton  Arms  Hotel,  Alford,  writes 
us  :  “I  have  almost  seven  miles  of  splendid  trout¬ 
ing  water,  but  as  I  am  quite  full  up,  I  will  not  be 
able  to  take  in  any  more  anglers  till  the  end  of 
next  week.  After  that,  any  that  you  can  see 
your  way  to  send  me  I  will  guarantee  to  do  my 
best  for.” 


Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  Melvich  Hotel,  by  Thurso, 
is  doing  for  his  Sutherlandshire  lochs  what  many 
more  hotel-keepers  might  do,  with  great  advantage 
to  themselves.  In  a  note  from  him,  dated  April 
18,  he  says  :  “  I  have  recently  had  several  thou¬ 
sands  of  yearlings  aud  two-year-old  trout  turned 
into  the  surrounding  lochs,  and  I  have  a  strong 
batch  of  healthy  young  fry  ready  to  put  into  the 
pond  now.  Already  having  seen  the  benefit 
arising  from  what  I  have  done,  I  feel  encouraged 
to  go  in  more  extensively  for  fish  culture.  I  can 
give  a  rod’s  salmon  angling  on  the  Halladale,  and 
through  Mr.  PilkiDgton’s,  the  proprietor,  kindness 
my  guests  at  Reay  can  get  to  fish  Loch  Scye, 
the  best  trouting  loch  in  Caithness,  and  which,  J 
otherwise,  is  strictly  preserved.”  , 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  G. :  Salmon  and  trout  when  hooked  have  no 
fixed  rule  of  action ;  sometimes  they  run  up 
stream  and  sometimes  down  stream;  in  fact,  you 
never  know  exactly  what  a  fish  will  do,  though 
you  may  make  a  good  guess  from  experience  of 
previous  fish  hooked  in  the  same  spot.  If  a  trout 
has  his  holt  below  his  feeding  place,  as  is  often  the 
case,  you  may  be  pretty  sure  directly  he  is  hooked 
ho  will  make  a  rush  for  home. 

R.  C.  Nelson  :  Write  to  Mr.  W.  Claydon,  Castle 
Inn,  Hertford  ;  also  ask  landlord  of  the  King’s 
Arms,  Ilemel  Hempstead. 

Student:  We  have  never  encouraged  poaching 
of  any  kind,  and  the  extracts  you  refer  to  were 
given  with  the  full  consent  of  the  authors  and 
publishers.  This  is  an  unconventional  paper, 
and  we  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  grammar 
or  morality  of  our  contributors  or  correspondents. 


Camspmttrence 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  FEATHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  from  a  friend  some 
feathers  of  au  Egyptain  goose,  shot  by  Major 
Harkness,  of  Wadi  Haifa.  My  friend  informs  me 
that  although  several  of  the  officers  have  been 
trying  all  the  winter,  aud  have  had  several  native 
shikaris  or  sportsmen  lookiug  out  also,  they  only 
succeeded  in  getting  one  bird  in  that  district. 
This  is  a  further  confirmation  that  the  Egyptian 
goose  at  any  rate  this  season  has  been  a  rarity. — 
Yours  sincerely,  John  M.  Cook. 

Cairo. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cook.  The 
feathers  are  beauties. — Ed.] 


Sir, — Time,  the  devourer  of  all  things,  has  not 
yet  obliterated  from  my  memory  the  pleasant  re¬ 
collection  of  my  visit  to  Egypt  fourteen  months 
ago.  It  may  be  within  the  recollection  of  some 
of  your  readers  that  I  had  a  two-fold  object  iu 
going  to  that  distant  country.  One  was  to  seek 
out  and  bring  home  the  long-lost  explorer,  Henry 
M.  Stanley,  or  at  least  the  written  records  of  his 
mirvellous  adventures — these  records  have  since 
been  printed  under  my  personal  superintendence, 
and  the  world  enriched  by  another  book  of  travels 
of  surpassing  interest ;  the  other  object  which  I 
had  in  view  in  making  that  long  journey  was  to 
obtain  the  feathers  of  an  Egyptian  wild  goose. 
To  find  Stanley  and  to  print  and  publish  his  book 
was  a  matter  presenting  no  difficulties  insur¬ 
mountable  by  indomitable  energy ;  but  to  get  an 
Egyptian  wild  goose,  indeed  that  has  been  a  truly 
herculean  task.  Hoc  opus  liic  labor  est.  When  I  was 
in  Cairo,  lunching  one  day  with  Colonel  Sandwith, 
I  met  the  “ King  of  Egypt''  (such  being  the  soubri¬ 
quet  by  which  the  ubiquitous,  the  courteous  Mr. 
Cook  is  known).  Surely  he  who  has  made  of  old 
Cairo  a  living  city,  and  the  old  river  of  the 
Pharaohs,  from  its  mouth  to  the  third  cataract, 
a  highway  as  easy,  as  pleasant,  and  almost  as 
common  as  the  Thames  from  London  to  Oxford, 
lias  well  earned  his  popular  regal  title.  I  appealed 
to  “  The  King  ”  to  get  me  a  wild  goose.  I  enlisted 
the  British  Army,  through  the  Colonel,  to  look  out 
for  that  wonderful  bird.  Mr.  Cook  gave  me  his 
word,  and  his  word  is  his  bond,  that  he  would 
never  cease  in  his  efforts  till  he  got  me  that  goose  ; 
and  now,  after  the  lapse  of  fourteen  months,  when 
I  confess  I  had  quite  forgotten  all  about  it,  Mr. 
Cook,  faithful  to  his  promise,  sends  me  a  lovely 
specimen.  Such  a  plumage,  such  pretty  speckled 
neck  feathers  I  never  before  beheld  ;  no  salmon 
will  ever  be  able  to  resist  them.  They  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  who,  I 
have  no  doubt,  will  willingly  part  with  a  few 
specimens  at  the  rate  of  about  a  guinea  a  feather. 
To  the  uninitiated  such  a  price  may  seem  high, 
but  remember  Mr.  Cook  and  the  British  Army ! 
Mr.  Cook,  you  have  my  blessing ! — Yours,  &c., 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge 
through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the 


receipt  of  the  following  contributions,  with  the 
best  thanks  of  the  committee  ? 

Ten  shillings  from  the  Cliftonville  Angling 
Society,  per  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary  of  the 
Central  Association,  being  the  result  of  an  appeal 
made  by  him  at  a  smoking  concert  at  which  he 
presided  on  April  15. 

Nineteen  shillings  from  the  New  Albion  Pisca- 
torials,  per  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  as  the  result  of  a 
competition  promoted  by  that  society,  to  which  he 
referred  in  your  columns  last  week. 

I  hope  other  clubs  will  begin  to  help  the 
T.A.P.S.,  and  that  the  result  of  the  few  collecting 
boxes  which  are  now  under  process  of  being 
opened  will  yield  a  satisfactory  total. — Yours,  &c., 

W.  H.  Brougham,  sec. 

62,  Charing  Cross,  S.W. 


EARLY  BIRD  VISITORS  TO  THE  NORFOLK 
BROADS. 

Sir, — I  observed  the  first  swallow  seen  here 
this  evening  (April  15)  at  6.15  p.m.  He  flew  in  from 
the  sea,  high,  and  then  turned  and  Hew  back,  and 
down  on  the  river.  I  had  ample  time  to  examine 
him  closely  with  my  binocular  glasses.  I  saw  a 
male  and  female  golden  crested  regulus  here  on 
Saturday  last,  April  11.  They  were  remarkably 
tame.  On  Monday  I  saw  a  large  flock  of  bramb- 
lings  together  with  chaffinches  and  greenfinches. 
I  have  seen  wheatears,  yellow  wagtails,  and  stone- 
finches.  On  Tuesday  a  mole  catcher  found  three 
green  plovers’  eggs  set  hard.— Yours  faithfully, 

P.  H.  Emerson,  B.A.,  M.B.  (Cantab.) 

AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  give 
this  publicity  on  behalf  of  a  widow  who  has  been 
left  with  six  children,  I  may  say  unprovided  for  ? 
Her  late  fond  husband  was  Mr.  Camm,  secretary 
of  that  famous  club,  the  Cobden,  and  who  for 
many  years  was  on  the  committee  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  and  well  known  and  respected  by  a 
great  number  of  anglers.  All  I  want  to  start  is 
a  fund  which  will  not  be  missed  by  any  brother 
angler,  viz. — one  penny  per  each  member  of  all 
angling  societies  in  London,  and  the  promise  of 
each  secretary  to  collect  that  amount  from  the 
members  and  forward  on  to  me.  It  will  be  duly 
and  thankfully  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  when  there  is  a  good  sum  it  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  widow  or  eldest  son  (seventeen 
years  old). 

Hoping  brother  anglers  and  secretaries  will 
assist  me  in  endeavouring  to  get  the  pennies  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  wife  lies  very  ill  indeed 
in  the  Chelsea  Infirmary  (I  am  told  dying),  and  it 
is  wanted  urgently.  Brother  anglers,  Han't  fail. 

I  have  already  made  a  start  in  our  club. — I  am, 
yours  very  truly,  Benjamin  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

P.S. — Cheques  to  be  crossed,  Alliance  and  Co. 


TO  COOK  KIPPERED  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  a  recent  F.  G.  a  query  as 
to  best  method  of  cooking  kippered  salmon  and 
eliminating  the  salt.  I  fear  you  are  finding  my 
kipper  salt  from  this,  so  I  send  you  our  plan,  as 
follows : — The  piece  to  be  cooked  should  be 
soaked  for  a  considerable  time  in  milk,  then  with 
a  sharp  knife  shave  off  the  outer  sides,  then  shred 
fine  with  a  fork,  and  simmer  iu  cream,  adding, 
if  liked,  some  fine  chopped  egg,  and  serve  hot  on 
hot  toast.  Thus  treated  I  find  the  kippers  similar 
to  that  which  I  sent  you  quite  free  from  too  much 
salt. — Yours  truly,  _  A.  W.  C. 

THE  GREEN  FLY  AND  THE  EVENING 
RISE.— GEEN’S  SPIRAL  MINNOW. 

Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  above 
article,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
the  last  two  weeks,  but  your  correspondent  “  Not- 
sogreen  ’’  does  not  give  us  a  description  of  the 
dressing  of  the  Green  Fly,  or  tell  us  where  it  is 
to  be  procured.  I  have  looked  through  several 
lists  of  the  leading  tackle  makers,  but  cannot 
find  it  mentioned.  I  am  sure  “  Notsogreen  ” 
would  be  conferring  a  benefit  to  salmon 
fishers  if  he  would  give  the  dressing  of 
this  fly,  also  the  Bumble  and  Blue  Charm, 
in  your  next  issue.  I  have  not  seen  any  remarks 
either  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  or  other  sporting  papers 
about  Geen’s  Spiral  minnow.  I  have  had  good  sport 
with  it  here  this  season  on  the  Wye,  one  afternoon 
getting  three  clean-run  salmon  (281b.,  271b.,  261b.), 


using  a  ioz.  “  Geen  lead,”  but  I  would  caution 
salmon  "fishers  against  using  leads  with  the 
“  Bickerdyke”  spring  loops;  they  open  when  fight¬ 
ing  heavy  fish.  In  my  opinion  this  Spiral  min¬ 
now  is  the  best  artificial  bait  yet  brought  out  for 
salmon,  and  I  believe  they  take  it  for  a  sand  eel; 
the  silver  and  blue  I  have  found  the  most  killing 
colour.  I  notice  an  answer  from  Mr.  Horwood, 
Killin,  Loch  Tay,  to  “  Laxoring  ”  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Saturday  last  about  steel  traces.  I  can 
only  say  I  have  used  his  for  some  time,  and  if 
you  are  only  careful  in  using  the  roller  he  sends 
them  wound  on,  nothing  can  be  better  ;  they  are 
perfect  for  a  rocky  rapid  river  like  the  Wye,  and 
will  stand  any  amount  of  strain,  and  moreover  in 
my  experience  the  rocks  will  not  cut  them. 

John  Hotchkis. 

Northwood,  Builth. 

[Mr.  Geen’s  Spiral  minnow  is  unquestionably 
one  of  the  very  best  artificial  baits  in  the  market. 
We  have  tried  several  sizes,  and  they  all  spin  to 
perfection.  We  hope  to  notice  it  fully  when  we 
have  given  it  a  longer  trial. — Ed.] 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SALMON 
RIVERS. 

Sir, — I  shall  feel  extremely  obliged  if  you  will 
inform  me  through  your  “Answers  to  Correspond¬ 
ents  ”  column  : — 

(1)  Has  the  proprietor  of  the  salmon  fishing, 
or  his  keeper,  any  right  to  search  a  trout  fisher's 
basket,  supposing  the  trout  fisher  to  be  using  un- 
deniable  trouting  hooks  and  tackle,  which  he  has 
allowed  them  to  examine  ? 

(2)  What  is  the  recognised  limit  (if  there  be 
any)  as  to  the  size  of  trout  fly  ? 

(3)  In  the  event  of  an  angler  fishing  with,  say,  a 

12ft.  rod  and  No.  3  or  No.  4  irons  (new  scale) 
hooking  a  grilse,  and  by  great  care  and  good  luck 
landing  it,  is  he  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  poach¬ 
ing  salmon  if  he  should  keep  the  fish  ?  It  seems 
almost  beyond  human  nature  that  he  should 
return  it,  under  all  the  circumstances. — Yours 
faithfully,  Trout  Fisher. 

[(1)  The  proprietor  has  the  right.  (2)  There 
is  no  limit  that  we  know  of,  but  few  trout  flies 
are  used  larger  than  lake  trout  flies.  (3)  We 
admit  it  would  be  hard  lines,  but  we  fear  that 
grilse  would  have  to  go  “  bok  agin,”  as  the  boy 
said  to  the  farmer  who  asked  him,  when  he  caught 
him  in  his  orchard,  where  he  was  going  to. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  WALES  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  hoping  to  spend  the  month  of 
August  in  Wales,  and  shall  feel  grateful  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  will  tell  me  the  best  and  most 
central  place  to  put  up  at  for  what  fishing  there 
may  be  left.  I  want  to  find  some  place  where 
there  is  both  lake  and  river  fishing. 

I  was  at  Bettws-y-Coed  two  years  ago.  What 
about  the  Mid-Wales  district  ?  Is  Brecon  a  good 
stopping  place  ?  I  have  heard  of  Langorse  Pool 
near  there  as  a  good  place  for  coarse  fish.  I  pre¬ 
fer  a  thoroughly  quiet  and  rustic  place,  even  if  it 
is  a  solitary  habitation  amongst  the  hills. — Yours, 
&c.,  L.  H. 

[The  Welsh  streams  are  generally  very  low  iu 
August.  We  think  “  L.  H.”  would  find  Can  Office 
perhaps  as  good  a  headquarters  as  any. — Ed.] 


A  FISH  STORY. 

Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  fish  story  which  I  think 
should  “take  the  cake.'’  This  is  not  a  story 
manufactured  for  the  F.  G.,  not  even  found  in 
the  faceticc  of  a  periodical,  but  simply  a  cuttiug 
from  the  Clifton  and  Redland  Free  Press  of  this 
week,  where  it  appeared  among  other  items  of 
news  given  as  facts— Yours  truly, 

A  Coggeshall  Volunteer. 

Here  is  the  story: — “  Mr.  Thomas  Anderson — 
a  veteran  sportsman  with  rod  and  gun,  who 
resides  near  Stewartson,  co.  Tyrone — has  had  a 
novel  experience  while  fishing  on  the  Tullywiggan. 
He  had  occasion  to  cross  to  the  opposite  bank 
over  a  series  of  stepping-stones  laid  in  the  bed  of 
the  river.  He  slipped  off  a  boulder  into  the 
stream.  The  river  was  low  ;  but  he  fell  flat  into 
the  water,  and  was  thoroughly  drenched.  As  the 
day  was  bitterly  cold  he  had  on  an  overcoat ;  and 
when  he  scrambled  out  on  the  nearest  bank  he 
found  something  flapping  about  in  the  inner 
breast  pocket.  A  search  revealed  a  splendid  31b. 
trout.  It  was  the  only  fish  he  caught  that  day.” 

[Yes,  this  is  up  to  cake  standard. — Ed.] 
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EYED  HOOKS. 

Sip, — In  reply  to  “  Corres,”  eyed  hooks  are 
abominations,  and  probably  the  invention  of  trout. 
They  never  set  well  in  the  water.  I  have  been 
trout  fishing  for  the  last  month  with  flies  whose 
probable  age  is  six  years  at  least,  and  have  killed 
one  hundred  and  ten  trout,  averaging  over  |lb.  a- 
piece  (this  is  in  addition  to  salmon).  My  gut  has 
been  intact,  but  the  fish  have  necessitated  a  new 
fly  now  and  again.  If  the  whipping  which  finishes 
off  the  wings  of  the  fly  has  not  exceeded  the  hook 
by  three  or  four  coils,  probably  you  do  not  give 
your  fly  and  line  long  enough  time  behind.  We 
all  think  we  give  plenty  of  time,  but  lots  of  us 
don’t. — Yours,  &c  ,  Fraser  Sandeman. 

Red  Lion,  Armathwaite. 

[How  about  the  big,  warjT  South  of  England 
trout,  which  are  nearly  all  killed  on  eyed  hooks  ? 
For  wet-fly  fishing,  or  for  fishing  with  more  than 
one  fly  on  the  cast,  eyed  hooks  may  not  be  so 
good  as  the  old  plan,  and  we  certainly  prefer  the 
gut  loop  for  salmon  flies. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  KILKENNY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  any  of  your 
many  readers  could  kindly  inform  me  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  fishing,  good  or  otherwise,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  Edward  Goddard. 

[In  answer  to  our  correspondent  we  may  say 
that  “  Hi  Regan”  gives  the  following  in  his  work  on 
“  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland  ”  : — Kilkenny 
is  an  excellent  fishing  station  of  the  second  class. 
The  Nore  may  be  said  to  be  its  special  river,  and 
is  good  for  very  handsome  trout  and  nice  medium¬ 
sized  salmon  from  the  Queen’s  County  border  on 
the  north  to  Ringwood  (S.E.),  where  it  joins  the 
Barrow,  which  is  the  main  eastern  boundary  of 
Kilkenny,  as  is  the  Suir  its  southern.  North  of 
Kilkenny  city  the  river  is  called  Upper  Nore, 
and  there  is  joined  by  the  Freshford  stream  and 
the  Dinin,  nice  streams  which  hold  trout.  Below 
the  junction  of  the  latter  the  fishing  becomes 
better,  or  at  least  the  fish  run  larger  ;  and  I  am 
informed  that  lately  arrangements  have  to  be 
made  in  Kilkenny  for  permission  to  fish.  Mr. 
Morris,  of  the  Club  house,  the  best  hotel 
in  Kilkenny,  does  everything  to  facilitate 
those  who  stop  in  his  very  comfortable 
house,  and  a  local  fishing  tackle  shop  supplies 
patterns  which  are  special.” — Ed.] 


SALMON  SMOLT  WITH  MILT  IN  APRIL. 

Dear  Sip, — I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you 
to-day’s  (April  19)  a  smolt  preserved  in  spirits  of 
wine.  This  fish  was  hatched  out  in  March,  1890, 
and  last  week  when  I  was  feeding  the  salmon  fry 
in  the  pond,  where  there  are  several  thousands,  I 
could  see  that  some  of  them  were  approaching  the 
smolt  stage ;  and  taking  a  trout  rod  and  fly,  I 
caught  this  one  out,  and  found  that  the  smolt 
dress  was  far  advanced  and  the  parr  marks  only 
just  visible.  On  getting  the  fly  out  of  its  mouth 
I  was  much  surprised  to  find  that  my  hand  was 
quite  white  with  milt  which ;  had  run  from  the 
smolt,  and  thinking  the  case  unusual  I  placed  the 
little  fish  in  a  little  place  by  himself,  where  I 
could  see  him  daily.  I  was  sorry  yesterday  to 
find  that  a  toad  had  got  fast  on  him,  and  had  em¬ 
braced  him  so  tightly  that  he  was  dead  ;  you  will 
see  the  mark  of  the  toad's  fore  legs,  all  the  smolt 
scales  being  displaced  where  the  legs  were  fast. 
My  reason  for  sending  the  fish  is  that  you  may 
open  it  and  see  the  state  of  the  milt.  I  have  often 
seen  parr  in  October  or  November  shedding  milt, 
but  never  before  have  I  seen  smolt  with  milt  in 
the  month  of  April.  I  have  caught  another  one 
this  morning  out  of  the  pond,  and  I  find  it 
is  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  the  one  I  send 
you,  as  far  as  the  milt  is  concerned,  only  the 
smolt  scales  are  not  so  forward  on  this  one. 
I  am  afraid  I  put  the  spirit  rather  strong  at 
first  on  ;the  fish,  which  made  it  very  white,  but  I 
hope  you  may  receive  it  in  a  fit  state  to  determine 
that  it  is  a  smolt,  and  also  to  see  the  milt.  I  have 
been  asked  on  several  occasions  by  salmon  anglers 
what  age  salmon  smolts  went  to  the  sea.  Of  course 
as  you  know,  Sir,  they  don’t  all  grow  alike,  but  I 
am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that 
the  fish  I  now  send  you,  if  it  had  lived,  would 
have  gone  to  sea  in  a  short  time,  and  I  am  quite 
certain  it  was  hatched  out  in  March,  1890;  and 
there  are  several  more  in  the  pond  of  the  same 
gjj?e,  and  plenty  smolts  are  not  nearly  so  large  as 


this  one  when  they  go  to  sea.  I  intend  to  mark 
some  cf  them  before  turning  them  out,  so  as  to 
try  to  find  out  their  growth  rate  after  going  to 
sea,  and  should  be  glad  to  have  your  advice  as 
to  how  you  would  recommend  me  to  mark  them. 
I  have  marked  on  the  opposite  side  how  I  think 
it  might  be  done. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Nicol  McNicol. 

[We  do  not  remember  seeing  a  smolt  in  April 
withjmilt  as  this  one  has,  but  then  this  appears 
to  have  been  very  well  fed,  for  we  never  saw  a 
smolt  so  large  at  twelve  months.  It  measures 
over  six  inches  and  is  very  fat  ;  in  a  wild  state 
such  an  increase  would  be  very  unusual.  We 
hope  Mr.  Nicol  will  carry  out  his  proposed  ex¬ 
periments,  but  should  advise  the  adoption  of 
the  old  plan  of  attaching  a  small  silver  or 
platinum  label  to  the  adipose  fin  with  silver  wire. 
The  adipose  fin  seems  to  be  made  for  the  purpose. 
The  toad  incident  is  curious  ;  it  has  been  observed 
with  other  fish  for  centuries,  and  the  Germans 
explain  it  as  merely  a  sexual  aberration. — Ed.] 


THE  FISHING  IN  THE  LIVERPOOL  COR¬ 
PORATION  WATER-WORKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  a  letter  signed 
“  Dotterel,”  I  give  him  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  :  — 

Leave  is  given  by  the  “  riparian  owners,”  and 
if  one  is  not  very  careful  one  is  “  out  of  bounds  ” 
very  soon,  and  it  is  not  pleasant  to  be  called  to 
task  for  so  doing,  by  the  ever-watchful  bank 
ranger,  Mr.  Brown.  Mr.  Parry,  engineer  to  the 
Liverpool  Corporation,  sometimes  gives  permis¬ 
sion  ;  his  address  is,  Municipal  Offices,  Dale- 
street,  Liverpool.  “Dotterel”  must  be  quick,  if 
he  wishes  to  fish  there  at  Whitsuntide,  as  tickets 
have  been  issued  since  the  1st  of  April,  and  there 
are  not  over  many  to  be  had.  The  fish  are  in  bad 
condition,  one  the  writer  caught  last  week 
measuring  lliin.  long,  and  only  weighing  6^oz.; 
the  flesh  was  soft  and  not  fit  to  eat  when  cooked. 

The  best  place  to  reside  is  the  Blackamoor  Inn, 
Rivington;  proprietor,  Mr.  Joseph  Howarth.  Other 
information,  such  as  flies,  the  writer  will  give,  if 
“  Dotterel  ”  will  cause  direct  communication 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 

Twelve  Years’  Trial  and  Experience. 


A  SMALL  PARADISE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  some  one  of  your  readers  tell 
me  of  a  book  containing  fac-simile  coloured  draw¬ 
ings  of  salmon  and  trout  flies — where  it  is  to  be 
got,  and  the  price  ? 

I  am  also  anxious  to  know  of  a  place,  far  from 
the  “beaten  track,”  for  some  good  sea  and  brown 
trout  fishing,  where  post,  telegraph,  or  rail  cannot 
annoy.  A  friend  and  I  wish  for  a  month’s  real 
holiday,  accompanied  by  our  rods,  tobacco,  and 
books  only,  prepared  to  properly  rough  it  in  our 
oldest  togs ;  and  so  long  as  we  get  good  fishing, 
plain  food,  and  a  comfortable  shake-down,  we 
desire  no  more.  We  have  no  desire  to  spend  our 
money  for  a  short  holiday  at  some  expensive 
place  ;  we  wish  rather  to  have  a  longer  holiday, 
to  eat  to  live  only,  and  good  fishing.  Farm-house 
or  cottage,  if  clean,  are  good  enough  for  us. — 
Yours  truly,  _  Zulu. 


FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “  Bend  Azuro’s  ”  enquiry 
respecting  trout  fishing  in  Cumberland,  April  the 
11th  issue,  I  should  say  a  month  from  now  ho 
could  have  any  amount  of  up-stream  worm  fish¬ 
ing  on  the  Eden.  The  best  trout  fishing  in 
Cumberland,  within  a  mile  and  quarter  of  the  hotel. 
Terms— salmon  and  trout  the  season,  ten  guineas  ; 
trout  only  the  season,  two  guineas  ;  trout  only, 
one  month,  one  guinea.  Four  and  a-half  miles  of 
water. — Yours  respectfully, 

Red  Lion  Hotel,  Albert  Richardson. 

Armathwaite. 


BLACK  BASS  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  the  18th  inst.  a 
letter  regarding  the  fishing  in  Algoma,  Canada. 
As  two  friends  and  myself  made  a  fishing  excursion 
to  that  district  in  1889,  I  should  be  glad  if  any 
of  your  readers  who  may  contemplate  visiting 
that  part  of  the  Dominion  will  kindly  put  them¬ 
selves  in  communication  with  me.  I  will  send 
them  reliable  information  as  to  fishing  and  shoot¬ 
ing  in  Algoma.— Yours,  &c.,  W,  J.  Cummins, 

North  of  England  Works,  Bishop  Auckland. 


AVON  AND  ERME. 

Sir, — A  fair  number  of  peel  have  been  caught 
lately,  but  it  seems  hard  to  have  to  return  them 
to  the  river,  not  because  they  are  out  of  condition, 
but  because  the  salmon  fishing  does  not  open  until 
May,  when  there  are  no  salmon  or  peel  to  fish 
for. — Yours  truly,  _  Blue  Upright. 

ROWE’S  FOWLS. 

Sir, — I  hear  some  gentlemen  in  North  Devon, 
having  seen  Rowe’s  fowls,  have  decided  not  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  any  poultry  show  without  a  class  is  made 
for  birds  and  colour  best  adapted  for  fishing  tackle 
purposes.  This  is  a  lesson  for  many  of  your 
correspondents,  as  the  breed  can  be  easily  obtained, 
and  in  three  years  a  good  stock  of  genuine  birds 
obtained. — Yours  faithfully,  Hackle. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  FRANCE  OR 
BELGIUM. 

Sir, — I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  will  kindly  tell  me  whether  or  not  I 
can  get  any  trout  fishing  in  France  or  Belgium  ; 
also  the  best  route  to  the  best  places  recom- 
mended. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Jamieson,  Prof,  of  Engineering. 

The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Technical 
College,  Electrical  Engineering  Laboratory. 


MORTALITY  IN  AN  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  glass  tank  18in.  by  80in. 
18D.,  with  two  hundred  or  so  minnows  in  it.  I 
got  them  last  June,  and  managed  to  keep  them 
until  about  fifteen  or  twenty  days  baok,  when 
they  began  to  die  oft’  rapidly.  Can  you  tell  me 
through  your  valuable  paper  what  is  the  reason  '} 


A  NOTE  FROM  MOGADOR,  MOROCCO. 

Dear  Marston, — So  pleased  to  get  the  missing 
Christmas  Number  of  Fishing  Gazette  by  this  mail; 
it  is  capital.  My  wife  and  I  have  roared  over 
Rudyard  Kipling’s  “  Dry  Cow  Fishiug.”  The 
“  Laird’s  Pool  ”  and  the  “  Christchurch  Salmon  ’’ 
shall  be  “  framed  and  glazed.”  The  full  report  of 
the  excellent  speeches  at  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club 
dinner,  under  your  presidency,  is  excellent  read¬ 
ing.  “  Oh,  what  must  it  be  to  be  there  !” 

You  will  be  having  milder  weather  now  at 
home— less  skating  and  more  fishing. 

We  had  it  rather  cold  here  in  January,  down  to 
47  deg.  in  the  shade.  Last  week  it  got  up  to 
70  deg.  Very  little  fishing,  but  there  are  a  few 
azlimzah  about  ;  boats  are  bringing  in  one  or  two 
forty  and  fifty  pounders.  We  see  shoals  of 
sardines  showing  up  in  the  offing,  so  there  is  no 
knowing  when  we  may  have  a  “  rise  ”  of 
azlimzah  or  bass. 

I  have  only  had  one  “  decentish  ”  bit  of  fishing: 
last  Saturday  week,  when  fishing  with  rod  at 
anchor,  with  single  gut  tackle,  I  had  among  other 
fish,  snappers  of  91b.  and  31b.  and  a  wrasse  of  4flb. 
The  big  snapper  fought  and  travelled  like  a  salmon . 
I  should  never  have  killed  him  with  similar  fine 
hook  gear  on  a  hand-line.  Shooting  is  almost 
nil,  partridges,  &c.,  pairing,  but  I  fancy  the  spring 
passage  of  quail  must  be  beginning  ;  walking  with 
my  wife  the  other  day,  she  pointed  out  to  me  one 
of  those  estimable  little  birds  running  across  the 
road,  close  to  the  townn-gate,  and,  my  gun  being 
handy,  I  collected  it. 

Out  fishing  a  short  time  yesterday  afternoon 
(4.30  to  5.15),  only  got  about  three  dozen  small 
bream,  &c. 

I  was  much  amused  at  your  “  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  ”  son  suggesting  that  “  the  governor  ”  had 
bought  that  ‘211b.  Spey  salmon. 

Our  service  here  has  just  sustained  a  great  loss 
by  the  death  of  Sir  Kirby  Green,  H.M.’s  Minister 
to  Morocco ;  lie  died  suddenly  on  February  24.  I 
have  lost  a  kind  friend  and  most  considerate 
chief. 

Locusts  are  still  ravaging  various  southern  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  are  now  laying  their  eggs,  which  is  a 
bad  look  out  for  the  young  spring  crops. 

Kindest  regards  to  Senior,  Wilson,  and  other 
friends  at  Fly-fishers’  Club.  Hope  you  will  all  get 
plenty  of  sport  in  the  ’91  season— salmon  and  trout 
galore  ! — Believe  me  always,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  A.  Payton. 

British  Consulate,  Mogador. 

P.S. — March  5,  out  yesterday  afternoon  in  a 
heavy  swell;  got  a  10£lb.  snapper  on  rod  and  single 
gut — ten  minutes’  good  stand-up  fight. 


April  25,  1891.] 
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There  is  a  constant  supply  of  clean  water  run¬ 
ning  through  (rather  hard),  and  there  is  a  gravel 
bottom.  They  (the  minnows)  seem  to  swell 
about  the  throat;  the  eyes  are  very  much  en¬ 
larged,  and  the  fins  are  full  of  air  bubbles  which 
burst  if  pressed.  They  feed  well  and  are  quite 
lively  ;  yet  when  I  come  in  the  morning  there 
will  be  eight  or  ten  of  them  dead.  If  you  can 
assist  me  in  any  way  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged. — 
Yours  sincerely,  George  Craythorne. 

Zoological  Gardens,  Belle  Vue,  Manchester. 

[We  sent  Mr.  Craythorne’s  letter  to  the  Rev. 
G.  C.  Bateman,  author  of  the  admirable  “  Book 
of  Aquaria,"  and  he  kindly  replies  as  follows. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  only  just  returned  from 
being  present  at  my  archdeacon’s  annual  visita¬ 
tion  and  now  hasten  to  answer,  I  fear  very  hur¬ 
riedly,  and  imperfectly,  Mr.  Craythorne’s  question 
concerning  his  minnows. 

I  fancy  there  must  be  something  wrong  with 
the  constant  supply  of  clean  running  water  of  which 
he  speaks,  the  current  of  which  may  be  too 
strong,  or  the  water  too  hard,  or  it  may  not  be 
pure.  Minnows  (such  is  my  experience)  do  better 
in  stagnant  water  than  in  running.  Though  they 
are  found  generally  in  quickly  running  streams, 
it  will  be  noticed  that,  especially  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  they  get  out  of  the  current  as  far  as 
possible  and  into  the  stillest  water  they  can  find. 
Near  here  we  have  a  quickly  running  stream, 
and  I  can  always  get  almost  any  number  of 
minnows  by  placing  a  small  hand  net  in  a  little 
spot  in  which  the  water  is  apparently  perfectly 
stagnant.  Mr.  Craythorne  could  easily,  of  course, 
test  whether  his  fish  have  a  disease  or  not  by 
placing  a  few  of  them — say  twenty— in  a  shallow 
aquarium  (the  water  not  more  than  four  inches 
deep)  containing  some  healthy  growing  weeds. 
The  water  should  be  soft.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  minnows  always  do  well,  and  if  they  (the 
fish  we  are  speaking  of)  do  not  live  so  situated, 
they  would,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  be  suffering  from 
some  disease.  Minnows  are  about  the  hardiest  of 
all  aquarium  fish,  but  I  have  more  than  once 
heard  of  their  dying  when  placed  in  a  tank 
through  which  there  is  a  stream  of  quickly  run¬ 
ning  water.  Minnows,  of  course,  are  often  seen 
in  the  very  swiftest  portion  of  a  stream,  but  I 
think  they  do  not  care  to  maintain  such  a  position 
for  very  long. 

I  fear  my  reply  to  your  inquiry  will  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  you  satisfactory,  but  it  is  the  best  I 
can  give  just  now. 

I  have  not  seen,  though  I  should  like  to  do  so 
very  much,  the  review  of  my  “  Book  of  Aquaria  ” 
of  which  you  speak.— I  am.  yours  faithfully, 

Gregory  C.  Bateman. 

.Tacobstowe  Rectory,  Exbourne,  N.  Devon. 

P.S. — The  spawning  period,  as  you  suggest, 
may  have  something  to  do  with  the  mortality. 
But  Mr.  Craythorne  does  not  say  whether  his 
fish  have  begun  to  change  colour  or  not. 


ARTIFICIAL  GRAM  FOR  MAHSEER. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  chapter  VIII.  of  Mr. 
H.  S.  Thomas’  excellent  book,  "The  Rod  in  India,” 
there  is  a  contribution  by  “  W.  T.  F.,”  in  which 
this  gentleman,  after  having  given  his  experience 
with  the  above  bait,  goes  on  to  say  :  "  No  doubt 
if  Farlow  or  some  other  tackle  maker  could  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  them  (artificial  grains  of  gram)  it 
would  be  a  boon  to  fishers  at  Jubbulpore.” 

To  what  an  extent  such  an  artificial  bait  is 
likely  to  find  a  ready  market  I  am  not  iu  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  j  udge ;  but  what  I  wish  to  make  known  to 
those  it  may  interest  is  that  I  have  hit  upon  a 
splendid  material  which,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge  by  my  preliminary  experiments,  is  likely  to 
prove  a  grand  thing  for  the  manufacture  of  many 
different  kinds  of  artificial  baits.  Without  going 
into  further  details,  I  will  only  state  that  it  is 
capable  of  being  worked  up  into  any  shape, 
coloured  in  any  shade,  made  opaque  and  trans¬ 
parent  ;  it  is  pliable,  and  can  be  put  on  the  hook 
when  required  without  splitting,  and  does  not 
offer  any  more  resistance  to  the  hook’s  point, 
when  the  angler  strikes,  than  moderately  stiff 
paste  would. 

Such  is  the  material  which  I  propose  to  use  in 
the  make  of  artificial  gram ;  the  only  thing  which 
is  wanting  is  the  natural  articlo  from  which  to 
work.  Will  not  some  cf  your  readers  who  are  in 
a  position  to  do  so  send  me  a  few  samples  of 
natural  gram  ?  The  best  way  to  do  it  would 
b#  to  maud  Rome  ten  or  fifteen  grains  per 


sample  post,  registered,  addressing :  “  Russia, 
Kazan,  Baron  Paul  Tcherkasov.  (Samples  of 
grain.  Obrasetz  Zerna )” 

Should  this  meet  with  a  kind  answer,  I  would 
try  and  get  a  few  samples  of  the  artificial  bait 
ready  as  soon  as  possible  and  send  them  out  to 
you,  Messrs.  Farlow,  Messrs.  Bowness,  and  some 
other  of  the  leading  London  firms,  for  the  in- 
spection  and  criticism  of  those  interested. 

I  may  add  that  I  should  like  to  have  the  samples 
sent  both  parched  and  raw.  Trusting,  my  dear 
Mr.  Marston,  that  you  will  find  a  little  space  for 
this  communication  in  your  next  issue— I  am, yours 
very  sincerely,  Paul  Tcherkasov. 

Kazan,  Russia. 

[Baron  Tcherkasov,  whose  acquaintance  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  making  many  years  ago,  is 
one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  all-round  anglers  we 
ever  met.  We  have  not  the  remotest  idea  what 
“  gram  ”  is,  except  that  it  must  be  some  kind  of 
Indian  grain.  We  have  many  old  Anglo-Indians 
among  our  readers;  perhaps  some  of  them  may  be 
able  to  enlighten  us. — Ed.] 


REPORTS  FROM  FISHING  STATIONS. 

Sir, — I  began  a  letter  to  you  last  year  on  the 
subject  of  false  reports  from  fishing  stations.  I 
was  hindered  while  writing  it,  but  will  begin  my 
letter  again.  I  have  not  any  old  copies  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  me  at  present,  but  my  notes 
tell  me  that  those  of  the  9th  and  30th  August, 
1890,  contained  remarks  on  this  subject. 

I  suppose  there  is  no  angling  sportsman  who 
will  deny  that  reports  are  very  frequently  in¬ 
accurate,  and  very  misleading  as  to  the  resources 
of  the  rivers  and  lochs  to  which  they  refer. 
Sometimes  a  "  take  ”  is  omitted  altogether.  But 
my  observation  tells  me  that  when  this  is  the  case 
it  is  usually  where  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  any 
report.  It  appears  to  me  that  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  reports  are  advertisements.  Now  I  have  no 
fault  whatever  to  find  with  such  advertisements 
if  they  are  true,  and  bona  fide.  On  the  contrary, 
they  aro  much  to  be  desired  and  most  useful. 
They  are  what  anglers  look  for,  and  hope  for ; 
they  are  most  valuable  guides. 

I  think,  however,  that  hotel  managers,  and  others 
who  have  an  interest  in  the  number  of  visitors  to 
a  place,  are  very  careless  in  the  reports  they  send 
in.  Bad  “  takes  ’’  are  omitted,  other  "  baskets  ” 
are  made  too  large,  and  a  generally  rosy  hue  is 
given  even  to  a  dismal  time ;  and  results  are  so 
exaggerated  that  one  is  led  to  expect  great 
capabilities  for  sport  where  really  perhaps  none,  or 
at  best  the  most  stupid,  actually  exists. 

A  very  little  satisfies  a  number  of  folk  who 
merely  require  a  little  fishing  with  grand  air, 
comfortable  quarters,  pleasant  companions,  and  so 
on.  But  there  is  a  large  army  of  keen  fishermen 
who  look  for  good  sport,  and  who  care  for  little 
else,  and  who  weigh  carefully  the  reports  in  fishing 
papers  with  a  view  to  making  a  hard-earned 
holiday  the  best  they  can  make  it.  To  these  true 
sportsmen — often  of  limited  means — a  deal  of 
what  they  read  is  most  disappointing  when  they 
have  tried  a  place  fairly,  and  found  out  that  the 
well-baited  trap  was  only  a  fraud  and  a  delusion. 

This  was  my  fate  last  year.  I  went  to  a  well- 
written-up  place,  a  very  long  way  off,  and  found 
it  far  below  my  hopes  and  expectations.  A  moro 
charming  hotel  for  an  angler  I  never  expect  to  see 
again.  But  the  sport— well,  there  were  possibili¬ 
ties,  but,  beyond  the  comfort  of  the  inn,  the 
pleasant  people  I  met,  the  scenery,  and  a  good 
gillie,  the  sport  was  simply  bad.  The  lochs  did 
not  admit  of  better. 

I  often  wonder  if  some  of  the  people  who  give 
the  elaborate  descriptions  of  the  sport  to  begot  at 
some  places  are  paid  for  their  labours  of  imagina¬ 
tion,  or  have  a  percentage  taken  off  their  bills.  I 
fear  there  is  reason  for  this  common  belief. 

Artemus  Ward  said  there  was  “  a  deal  of  human 
nature  in  mankind,”  and  I  fancy  this  comes  in 
here. 

A  friend  of  mine  and  I  have  been  comparing 
notes  on  the  places  we  have  fished  at  with  the 
reports  from  them.  He  writes:  "It  is  simply 
shameful  the  lies  and  exaggerations  which  are 
printed  in  papers  and  guides.  I  wish  someone 
would  show  up  the  frauds  perpetrated.  Such  a 
person  would  be  a  public  benefactor,  I  suppose 
the  same  people  will  not  visit——*,  or  — -  next 
season,  yet  the  proprietors  will  continue  to  make 
a  good  thing  of  it>" 


Yes,  and  there  we  are,  and  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
“  What  is  everybody’s  business  is  nobody’s  busi¬ 
ness,”  and  there  are  few  who  care  to  write  a 
place  down  to  naked  truth  when  an  inn -keeper  has 
written  it  up,  or  has  got  a  flaming  article  written 
about  it.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  do  so.  These  delusive 
reports  and  articles  are  generally  put  together 
with  such  a  judicious  mixture  of  truth  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say  that  any  particular  statement  is 
absolutely  untrue.  A  little  mistake  about  the 
real  number  of  fish  it  took  to  make  up  that  101b. 
may  easily  happen  ;  or  "  I  did  not  count  them,” 
"  I  think  there  were  about  a  score,”  and  then  you 
assume  that  fish  run  “  half-a-pound,”  and  you  go 
and  try,  and  find  it  takes  fifty  or  sixty  to  make 
Mb. 

But  more  often  it  is  that  the  fisher  has  counted 
his  take,  and  puts  his  fifty  or  sixty  wretched  little 
black  loch  sprats  at  25lb.  or  301b.  If  a  man  is 
satisfied  to  return  after  a  long  day  with  a  score 
of  miserable  fish,  and  tell  a  lot  of  sportsmen 
waiting  at  the  hotel  door  to  hear  the  news  from 
Loch  Begmore  that  he  has  had  splendid  sport, 
and  that  his  fish  average  about  Hb. — well ;  but 
let  us  say  no  more,  except  that  a  reporter  is  no 
honest  angler’s  friend  who  chronicles  such  state¬ 
ments.  I  saw  a  case  of  this  kind  last  year. 

Your  correspondent  "M.  M.”  wrote  about 

anglers  allowing  “  |lb.  for  the  basket.”  I  myself 
actually  heard  a  man  say  these  identical  words 
last  season,  though  his  large  basket  creel  (with 
metal  hinges,  &c.)  and  girth  strap  were  soakiDg 
wet.  In  the  isles  of  the  west,  too,  a  few  years 
ago  a  man  weighed  basket  and  all,  and  was  going 
to  enter  that  weight  as  his  take.  Someone  sug¬ 
gested  weighing  the  basket,  whereupon  he  said, 
"  Oh,  allow  a  pound.”  But  we  weighed  it,  and  it 
was  over  31b.  He  seemed  surprised — not  ashamed. 
Many  anglers  do  not  care  to  have  their  names  re¬ 
ported.  nor  have  their  takes  counted  and  weighed. 
So  then  a  reporter  makes  a  shot  at  the  catch,  but 
always  so  as  to  "crack  up”  the  place.  Some 
writers  of  articles  are  the  most  misleading  and 
evil  enemies  a  true  angler  has.  I  think  I  know 
of  one  who  has  written  about  places  of  which  he 
has  practically  no  experience,  but  has  framed  his 
ridiculous  twaddle  on  the  answers  he  got  from 
gillies. 

I  was  rather  laughed  at  last  year  for  going  so 
far  away  when  one  of  the  rivers  near  me  was  fish¬ 
ing  so  well — so  remarkably  well.  I  wanted  change, 
however.  I  mentioned  this  to  a  local  fisherman 
on  my  return,  and  he  laughed  too  ;  but  said  it  was 
well  I  had  not  trusted  to  the  home  reports,  as 
they  were  almost  entirely  false,  and  an  outrageous 
case  of  “  cooking.” 

It  is  very  rough  on  hard-worked  people  who  aro 
carefully  planning  a  sporting  holiday  by  the 
reports  they  read,  to  find  their  selection  of  a 
"  really  good  place  ”  utterly  a  failure.  And  with 
a  view  to  help  good  sportsmen,  I  venture  to  write 
so  long  a  letter  to  you,  not  only  to  warn  them 
beforehand,  but  to  try  and  persuade  others  that 
they  are  not  promoting  their  own  interests  by 
giving  false  fishing  reports. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Pheon  Argent. 

P.S. — I  wrote  the  above  before  I  read  the  articlo 
on  "Unveracity  of  Anglers”  in  your  issue  of 
April  4.  In  the  name  of  all  that  is  wonderful 
what  does  the  writer  mean  by  bis  remarks  that 
“  we  may  fairly  assume  that  on  questions  of  mere 
sport  most  men  feel  themselves  less  bound  to  strict 
veracity  thau  on  those  of  important  fact  or  serious 
business.  They  are  under  no  legal  professional 
obligation  to  accuracy,  and  without  any  intent 
to  deceive  often  make  loose  and  exaggerated 
statements.”  And  then  he  ends  his  article  with 
the  quotation,  “  This  is  a  shameful  thing  for  men 
to  lie  !  ”  Yes,  indeed  !  Was  he  joking  ?  Surely 
he  does  not  admit  an  excuse  for  a  lie  seriously. 
A  gentleman  cannot  tell  a  lie. 

[We  have  often  earnestly  asked  our  readers 
to  write  and  expose  anyone  who  they  can 
prove  is  sending  false  reports,  and  when  this  has 
been  done  we  have  warned  the  reporter  and  then 
dismissed  him  if  he  continued  to  send  false  re¬ 
ports. — Ed.] 


Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vegetable  and  animal  life 
into  fish  ponds.  List  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
supplied  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  means  a 
Drood  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  con. 
tinually  increasing  supply.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
making  pink  fleshed  Trout),— Write  to  J.  J.  Armistead,  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  of  fish,  fry,  ova,  djc.  By  far 
the  oldest  established  Concern  in  Britain,  Gold  and  Silver  am] 
Bronse  Medals,  Diplomas,  Aco. 
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'  Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society.— The 
members  and  friends  of  this  flourishing  angling  club  held 
a  very  successful  smoking  concert  on  Tuesday  evening  at 
their  headquarters,  the  New  Inn,  Eton,  under  which  roof 
anglers  of  half  a  century  back  met  in  jovial  fellowship; 
the  house  in  fact  is  one  of  the  best  known  hostelries  on  the 
river  Thames.  The  large  room  had  been  appropriately 
decorated  with  fine  preserved  specimens  of  Thames  fish, 
besides  portraits  and  pictures  depicting  incidents  and 
scenery  met  with  by  anglers  in  and  around  Windsor.  One 
object  of  special  interest,  placed  on  the  principal  table,  was 
a  very  massive  silver  loving  cup,  bearing  the  following 
inscription  ;  “  Presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goddard,  of  the 
New  Inn,  Eton,  by  a  few  friends,  in  testimony  of  their 
regard  and  appreciation  of  kindness  received  and  happy 
hours  spent  under  their  hospitable  roof.  March,  1875. 
‘A  worthy  couple  withal.’  ”  The  cup  was  given  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Friendly  Anglers  Society,  London,  who  have 
used  the  house  for  twenty-eight  years.  Mr.  J.  Harding, 
an  old  lover  of  the  gentle  art,  occupied  the  chair,  and  he 
was  .well  supported  by  a  roomful  of  prominent  local 


anglers.  The  programme  was  an  excellent  one.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  H.  Sargent  proposed  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Way,  Bambridge,  Stinton,  Howlett,  and 
others  for  their  kindness  in  lending  the  cases  of  fish,  &c., 
which  had  been  so  tastefully  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  room. 
The  vote  was  carried  with  applause.  In  response,  Mr. 
Howlett  thanked  the  company  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  gentlemen  mentioned  for  their  kind  expressions 
of  approval.  It  had  been  a  labour  of  love,  and  he  took  that 
opportunity  to  thank  the  visitors  for  their  presence,  and 
for  their  entertaining  powers.  The  secretary  proposed  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks,  to  the  chairman  for  presiding ;  and 
he  having  made  a  suitable  reply,  the  company  dispersed 
with  the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem.  Mr.  J.  C.  How¬ 
lett  was  heartily  congratulated  by  the  members  on  his 
successful  efforts,  as  secretary  of  the  society,  in  arranging 
so  enjoyable  an  entertainment.  Mr.  T.  Kendal  acted  as 
accompanist  during  the  evening.—  Windsor  Express. 


***  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 


ONE  PENNY.  SPECIMEN  1?d,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

TSeautifut  <ftou)er6 
Profitable  'SardeM 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success.— “  Being  a  constant  reader,  I  mnst  say 
that  my  succ  ss  is  entirely  due  to  the  information  you  give 
every  weok.”— W.  B. 

Coloured  Plate  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


Geo  CORDINGS 

Ventilated  Fishing1  Coats, 


TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  ROOTS,  BROGUES.  BAGS,&c 


125. 1E6EHT  8T.;  231  STRftNII 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH, 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishin-  Tackle. 


ADVANTAGES. 

1.  — The  great  comfort  in  carryiDg  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2.  — It  can  be  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3.  — Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4.  — In  high  winds,  »nd  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5.  — When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  place,  at  the  hand  end. 

6  — The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 
mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket, 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 
Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 


4.  .  • 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you.  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
i  thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


Eet.  1818. 

Toil  Prize  Medals 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
Loudon,  1884 


ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  RRANDY 

PETER  F.  HEERING, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales 
-  Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


THE  EDINBURGH  FISHING  TACKLE  WAREHOUSE. 

Agent  for  Reclpath  &  Co.'s  Gold  Medal 

Salmon,  Grilse  and  Trout  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies, 
Baits,  Tackles,  for  all  paits  of  the  world. 
Specialities  for  Scotch  Loch s  and  Rivers. 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL — 


BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP” 


RODS 


J.  T.  THOMPSON,  15, 


Frederick  St.,  Edinburgh. 


As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  "Fishing  Gazette,,''  and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad. 

Fig. I, 


Fjc.2. 


Figure  1  shows  how  Spring  of  our  "Flexible  Grip''  Rods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 
Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  ol  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 


General  Catalogue,  68  pagan,  illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containing  fishery  map  ol  Irelan 

F'R  G'8  '  p0Btfrea'  8d-  Samples  01  ul*““  Silk  Lines,  POS 


nr  r.  U  iwt  euw  "via.  Kl  J  V  .  uoilb 

tree,  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR 


EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND . 


.DDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Plaeo,  BELFAST. 


SCOTCH  TWEEDS, 

ALL  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear-  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  m  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets  &o. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Langhaugii  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID, 


'Vy,  H.  THOMAS 

PRACTICAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St„  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  W.  H.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  Tweeds, 

Mr.  W.  H.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETT 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  25,  1891. 


Mtomatxa 


Those  wlio  are  fighting  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Thames  may  take  heart  from  the  result  of  an 
important  case  which  was  decided  in  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  on  Tuesday.  An  injunction  was 
sought  by  the  conservators  of  the  Thames  to  re¬ 
strain  a  Mr.  Leonard  from  driving  horses  and 
vehicles  along  the  towing  path  near  Shepperton. 
Mr.  Leonard  asserted  that  the  path  at  the  spot  in 
question  was  a  public  highway,  aud  in  the  alter¬ 
native  that  he  had  a  prescriptive  right  to  use 
the  path.  We  thus  find  the  conservators — who 
would,  one  would  think,  be  the  first  to  assert  that 
the  path  was  public,  and  to  retain  for  the  public 
as  many  privileges  as  possible — actually  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  prove  that  the  path  was  not  a  highway. 
Mr.  Leonard  used  the  path  to  obtain  access  to 
his  land,  and  in  so  doing  cut  it  up,  which  the  con¬ 
servators,  who  have  to  keep  it  in  repair,  not 
unnaturally  objected  to  ;  but  that  they  should 
endeavour  to  prove  that  the  public  had  no  right 
of  way  along  the  path  is  very  startling.  The 
case  is  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  judgment  was 
given  against  the  conservators,  who  were  shown 
to  be  utterly  in  the  wrong. 

I  have  not  space  here  to  go  at  length  into  the 
matter,  but  may  quote  one  or  two  remarks  from 
the  judgment.  The  user,  said  Mr.  Justice  Charles, 
by  carts  and  horses  of  the  towing-path  from  1862 
to  1886  had  been  proved  in  the  most  ample 
manner.  In  many  parts  of  the  Thames  the 
towing-path  was  private  property,  but  in  others 
it  had  been  dedicated  to  the  public.  The  towing- 
path  in  that  case  had  been  dedicated  from  the  lock 
to  Green-lane  ;  but  not  only  had  Mr.  Leonard  a 
right  to  use  the  path  as  a  member  of  the  public, 
but  there  was  also  very  clear  evidence  that  he  had 
a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so.  Judgment  must  be 
given  in  his  favour  with  costs. 

The  salmon  fly,  from  a  salmon’s  point  of  view, 
has  long  been  a  favourite  subject  of  speculation 
among  fly-fishers,  and  some  extraordinary  theories 
have  been  put  forward  on  the  subject.  I  suppose 
no  one  would  for  a  moment  assert  that  the  lures 
which  are  called  “  flies  ”  by  salmon-fishers  are 
entitled  to  the  name.  They  do  not  resemble  flies, 
and  are  not  meant  to  resemble  them,  though  I 
believe  some  enthusiastic  persons  have  gone  so  far 
as  to  suggest  that  [the  fish  take  them  for  dragon 
flies  or  butterflies.  In  very  truth  they  are  simply 
lures  made  of  feather,  wool,  tinsel,  and  silk  (or 
some  of  them), 'and  they  are  only  called  flies  by 
courtesy.  _ 

At  the  same  time  small  salmon  will  now  and 
again  rise  to  natural  flies  or  imitations  of  them  in 
some  waters.  Grilse  have  been  known  to  feed  on 
daddy-long-legs,  and  I  have  myself  seen  a  salmon 
rise  to  a  dry  fly;  not  a  tiny  Dun  with  wings 
cocked  at  the  correct  angle,  but  a  goodly  Jock 
Scott,  which  at  the  first  cast  alighted  dry  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  aud  was  allowed  to  remain  with 
movement  for  a  second.  It  was  a  good  deep  pool, 
and  the  salmon  rose  boldly  and  was  hooked,  but 
got  off  after  two  or  three  minutes’  play.  I  have 
also  known  a  cock  salmon,  which  had  been  in  the 
river  some  time,  to  be  caught  on  a  tiny  sea  trout 
fly,  after  it  had  risen  short  to  several  small  salmon 
flies.  But  speaking  generally  salmon  will  not 
rise  to  imitations  of  any  natural  flies,  unless  it  be 
a  March  Brown. _ 

It  would  be  very  interesting  if  one  could  trace 
the  rise  and  progress  of  fly-fishing  for  salmon. 
It  is  not  so  very  many  years  ago  that  every¬ 
one  fished  with  a  worm.  Probably  the  first 
man  to  catch  a  salmon  with  a  fly  was  a  trout 
fisher,  who  in  using  the  monstrosities  which 
passed  for  trout  flies  a  few  hundred  years  ago 
would  be  very  likely  to  rise  a  salmon.  Then, 
if  a  man  of  some  originality,  he  would  en¬ 
large  his  monstrosity,  and  behold  a  salmon 
fly  is  made.  Then  other  monstrosities  would  be 
enlarged  and  varied,  the  laws  of  evolution  would 
commence  to  work,  until  coming  up  to  the  present 
day  we  see  a  thousand  patterns  or  more,  which 
should,  I  suppose,  be  looked  upon  as  the  survival 
of  the  fittest.  This  brings  me  round  to  my 


original  point — for  what  does  a  salmon  take  a 
salmon-fly  ?  For  a  good  many  years  I  have  been 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  fly  imitates  to  a 
certain  extent  certain  of  those  beautiful  creatures 
which  the  trawl-net  usually  brings  up,  and  on 
which  the  salmon  doubtless  feed.  They  are  of 
various  hues,  and  some  of  them  closely  resemble 
certain  of  the  more  gorgeous  flies.  This  was  also 
the  opinion  expressed  by  Dr.  Brunton  in  a  paper 
he  read  recently.  After  thinking  the  matter  out, 
however,  I  believe  that  view  should  be  modified. 
Trout,  especially  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
will  often  take  a  salmon-fly  eagerly  in  both  the 
streams  of  the  north  and  the  south.  It  is  obvious 
that  they  do  not  look  upon  the  fly  as  some 
beautiful  marine  creature. 

For  what  then  do  trout  take  a  salmon  fly  ?  I 
would  answer,  nothing  in  particular  and  food  in 
general.  It  is  something  they  have  never  seen 
before,  but  it  moves  and  is  of  a  size  to  go  into 
their  mouths.  They  believe  it  to  be  alive,  so  they 
seize  it,  thinking,  doubtless,  from  past  experiences, 
that  if  it  is  not  to  their  liking  they  can  spit  it  out 
again.  They  may  find  themselves  mistaken,  and 
eject  it  out — if  they  can.  Now,  if  there  is  no 
reason  to  say  or  possibility  of  saying  exactly  what 
a  trout  takes  a  salmon  fly  to  be  ;  why  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  reasonable  should  we  try  to 
prove  that  a  salmon  looks  upon  the  salmon  fly  as 
some  article  of  food  to  which  he  has  been 
accustomed  ?  Of  course,  a  particular  fly  may 
closely  resemble  some  marine  insect,  and  a  par¬ 
ticular  salmon  may  take  it  for  such  ;  but  speaking 
generally,  is  it  not  probably  more  correct  to  say 
that  the  salmon  fly  is  an  original  lure  which 
represents  nothing  either  to  the  man  who  tied  it 
or  to  the  salmon  who  rises  to  it  ?  There  seems  to 
me  no  doubt  but  that  many  artificial  baits  are 
iaken  by  fish  simply  on  the  chance  of  their  turn¬ 
ing  out  good  to  eat.  Look  at  mackerel,  for  in¬ 
stance.  What  will  they  not  take?  A  three¬ 
penny  bit,  a  piece  of  clay  |pipe  stem,  the  tail  of 
one’s  shirt — anything  almost,  so  long  as  it  moves. 
But  no  one  deems  it  necessary  to  discern  the  par¬ 
ticular  marine  insect  which  is  represented  by  the 
tail  of  one’s  shirt.  It  is  the  nature  of  nearly  all 
voracious  fish  to  seize  anything  that  moves  and 
glitters,  and  this  habit  seems  to  me  to  sufficiently 
explain  why  salmon  rise  to  the  fly.  They  look 
upon  it  as  something  to  eat  without  seeking  to 
classify  it.  Why  therefore  should  we  ? 

Templar. 


NOTES  PROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 


On  Saturday  evening  last,  April  18,  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  held  at  the  Bush  Inn,  St  John’s, 
Worcester.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  pre¬ 
sided,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall,  of  Bristol,  occupied 
the  vice  chair.  Letters  of  apology  for  non-attend¬ 
ance  were  read  from  Mr.  H.  Luker,  of  Gloucester  ; 
Mr.  A.  Bass,  Birmingham ;  and  Mr.  G.  Lane,  of 
Worcester,  the  latter  gentleman,  owing  to  pres¬ 
sure  of  business,  also  tendered  his  resignation. 
The  first  business  transacted  was  to  receive  the 
balance-sheet  and  auditor’s  report  for  the  half- 
year  ending  December  31, 1890.  The  balance-sheet  was 
read  by  the  secretary,  and  showed  a  balance  of  near 
upon  £25  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  The  auditors, 
Messrs.  Holding  and  Dance,  of  Birmingham,  gave  in 
their  report,  which  was  very  satisfactory  ;  and  it  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Kidderminster,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Cundall,  of  Bristol,  that  the  balance-sheet, 
together  with  the  auditors’  report,  be  adopted.  Five 
new  societies  having  been  accepted  since  the  last  meet 
ing  into  the  Birmingham  Association.  It  was  resolved, 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  (Bristol),  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris,  of  Cardiff,  that  the  clubs 
in  question  be  admitted  into  the  association  en  bloc. 
The  action  taken  by  the  Birmingham  Association  in  not 
admitting  any  more  new  clubs  during  the  present  year 
was  endorsed  by  the  committee,  after  which  Mr.  Cole 
gave  in  a  report  of  his  correspondence  with  the  London 
and  North-Western  Railway  authorities,  when  it  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Cundall,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Miller 
(Birmingham),  that  the  correspondence  be  continued, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  interview  with  the  authori¬ 
ties,  for  the  purpose  of  again  laying  the  claims 
of  the  association  before  them,  with  the.  object  of 
obtaining  the  concession,  and  that  a  deputation  of  three 
be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  authorities,  and  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect.  This  was  carried,  when  the 


three  following  gentlemen  were  proposed  and  elected 
to  form  the  deputation,  viz.,  Messrs  Coles  and  White 
(Birmingham),  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  (Bristol). 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfied,  the  representatives  of  the 
Association  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  gave  in  a 
report  of  their  work  on  the  Board,  after  which  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  them  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  looked  after  the  interests  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  they 
were  a-ked  by  Mr.  J  Dance  (Birmingham)  to  use  their 
utmost  abilities  to  make  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  do 
something  for  the  coarse  fish  fishermen,  in  return  for 
the  money  received  from  them  in  the  shape  of  money 
paid  for  licenses,  'i  his  was  supported  by  other  gentle¬ 
men,  and  the  matter  will  be  brought  before  the  Board 
at  some  future  date.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  also 
given  to  the  Cardiff  Association  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  entertained  the  representatives  of  the 
Provincial  Association  at  their  annual  dinner,  held  at 
Cardiff,  on  April  16th  last.  The  proposed  rod  tax  on 
the  Trent  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Miller,  who  spoke 
to  some  length  upon  the  imposition  ;  when  it  was 
finally  decided  to  empower  the  Secretary  to  send  a  letter 
to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  stating  that  the  executive 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  strongly  protest 
against  the  proposed  rod  tax  upon  fishermen  who  angle 
for  coarse  fish  in  the  Trent  and  its  tributaries,  it  being 
considered  as  unnecessary  and  arbitrary  in  the  extreme. 
After  this  had  been  passed,  the  committee  proceeded  to 
draw  up  the  rules  for  the  fishing  for  the  challenge  cup, 
to  be  given  by  R.  B.  Mareton,  Esq,  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  to  be  fished  for  by  members  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association. 

RULES. 

(1)  That  only  one  member  from  each  society  belong¬ 
ing  to  each  branch  of  the  Provincial  Association  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  part  in  the  contest. 

(2)  That  the  contest  take  place  in  the  Severn  on 

August  Bank  Holiday  next.  .  . 

(3)  That  the  contestants  have  a  roving  commission 
between  certain  given  points,  which  will  be  mentioned 
on  the  morning  of  the  contest. 

(4)  No  member  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another. 

(5)  No  fish  under  4oz.  to  be  weighed  in ;  time  tor 
fishing,  three  hours- 

(6)  Fish  barred,  eels  and  jack. 

(7)  That  the  cup  becomes  the  property  of  the  club. to 

which  the  member  belongs.  , 

(8)  That  the  mode  of  fishing  be  strictly  confined  to 
angliDg,  no  fish  or  artificial  fish  bait  allowed.  A.ny 
competitor  using  two  rods,  or  having  two  rods  pointed, 
at  one  time,  will  be  disqualified  ;.and  every  competitor 
must  bait  his  own  hook,  and  strike  and  land  his  own 

fish.  Paternostering  not  allowed. 

(9)  That  each  competitor  provide  himself  with  a  bas 
wherein  to  keep  his  fish,  and  when  time  is  called  he 
must  place  his  name  and  address  on  the  bag,  togetnei 
with  the  fish,  and  convey  them  to  the  place  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  on  the  morning  of  the  contest,  where  they  are 
to  be  weighed,  the  competitor  taking  the  heaviest, 
weight  to  be  declared  the  winner.  Competitors  are 

requested  to  keep  their  fish  free  from  grass. 

(10)  Any  amalgamation  of  fish  will  disqualify  all 

parties  concerned,  and  any  fish  suspected  ot  being 
weighted  the  referees  shad  have  power  to  open  after 
being  weighed  in,  and  if  any  weight  be  found,  the  com¬ 
petitor  shall  be  disqualified.  .  ,  • 

(11)  The  water  must  not  be  broken  until  the  signal  is^ 

given  to  commence  the  contest.  ,  , 

Referees,  Messrs.  Coles  and  White.  Birmingham  ;  and 

J.  W.  Cundall,  Bristol.  .  ,  ,  _ 

This  concluded  the  chief  business  of  the  meeting, 
when  it  was  moved  by  the  president  and  seconded  by 
the  vice-president,  “That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
given  by  the  committee  to  Mr.  Wingfield  and  the 
Worcester  Association,  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
committee  had  been  eutertained.  1  o  this  Mr.  Wingfield 
replied  when  the  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the  president 
and  vice-presidents  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

The  progress  of  tliis  season’s  lake  and  river 
angling  in  Ireland,  which  might  now  be  pro¬ 
nounced  as  having  properly  commenced,  is  certain 
to  be  watched  with  considerable  anxiety  by  those 
who  directly  and  indirectly  are  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  the  gentle  art. 

The  failure  of  last  year’s  fishing  season  in  this  country 
is  still  fresh  in  recollection,  nor  do  we  forget  the  hopes 
and  prospects  which  have  buoyed  us  up  through  the 
uast  few  months,  when  believing  that  with  a  favourable 
change  would  come  a  realisation  of  those  wishes.  1  hat 
genial  change  has  now  arrived,  and  with  it .a 
improvement  in  sport  is  generally  noticeable  Eure 
snrmg-like  weather  has  prevailed  all  the  week,  nut 
t  her  els  still  a  slight  prevalence  of  frost  at  night.  How¬ 
ever  the  sails  of  our  ship,  “  The  Angler,’/  are  now  fairly 
set!  and  at  last  we  start  for  the  haven  ot  success. 

Sport  at  Waterville  Lake,  Kerry,  which,  like  every 
place  else,  has  not  been  of  the  rosiest  nature,  has 
wonderfully  improved,  at  least  as  regards  the  numbs  r 
of  salmon  captured,  but  in  size  they  are  nothing  extra 
ordinary?  viz.,  111b.  to  141b.  Good  weather  prevails 
there  now,  wind  and  water  giving  the  rods  every  chancy 
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HERE  is  about  to  be  a  revival  in  Ireland,  of  what 
many  years  ago  was  enjoyed  all  over  the  country  as  a 
fashionable  and  favourite  pastime,  a  custom  which, 
although  still  alive  iu  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
may  be  said  to  be  a'most  defunct  on  this  side  of  St. 
Georges  Channel.  1  refer  to  otter  hunting  and  the 
benefit  attending  it.  A  parly  of  English  sportsmen 
have,  I  learn,  made  arrangements  to  hunt  some  im¬ 
portant  rivers  where  otters  carry  destruction  to  salmon 
before  them,  and  already  one  party  has  been  organised 
to  operate  on  the  Slauey,  commencing  at  Newtown- 
berrv,  Co.  Wexford. 

The  river  Lee  is  beginning  to  afford  good  play  in 
salmon  and  peal.  The  heavy  floods  of  last  week  have 
fallen,  and  the  river  is  in  pretty  fair  ply.  I  have  a  list 
ot  a  lot  of  captures  during  the  past  few  days,  the  best 
salmon  being  a  beauty  of  lGilb-,  killed  by  Air.  Penrose 
Hawkes.  General  Bowles  and  Colonel  Peylon  were 
over  the  Lee  last  week,  and  did  nicely. 


His  Excellency  Earl  Zetland  (Irish  Viceroy )  honoured 
the  Marquis  Conyngham  with  a  visit  on  Saturday  last, 
and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  day’s  fishing  on  the  Boyne. 
His  Excellency  was  much  impressed  with  the  exquisite 
scenery  in  the  vicinity  of  SJaue  Castle. 


Lack  of  rain  may  now  be  a  cause  of  complaint  amon^ 
anglers  iu  the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  district,  but  the 
rivers  are,  nevertheless,  in  nice  condition.  This  w.ek 
lias  seen  more  rods  out  than  any  previous  week  of  the 
year,  and  some  really  good  baskets  were  landed.  The 
Litfey  is  in  great  demand,  and  at  Kilbride,  on  Saturday, 
one  rod  (Mr.  E.  Carroll)  took  eighteen  trout,  lib  to 
21b.,  in  a  very  short  time  with  Quill  Gnat  and  Brown 
ltail.  ’1  he  Slaney,_  at  Baltinglass.  will  rei  ay  a  vic-it  for 
trout  fishing  ;  but  it  is  recommended  to  u-.e  finest  tackle 
owing  to  its  clearness. 


.  Hj  nW  Notes  I  mentioned  a  rumour,  which  had  been 
m  circulation,  that  the  Colwick  fishery  had  changed  hands, 
findi  lfc  •1ias  been  secured  by  Mr.  W.  Parr,  of 
TV^mgham,  who,  it  seems,  was  anxious  for  a  friend  and 
lni  um'a  Th,c  p'jic.c  paid  has  not  transpired, 
sum  .,n,  understand  it  is  a  pretty  substantial 

wrUr  ThothwL  fc  wm.mclude  the  lamprey  fishing  at  the 
Hmrhn  1  heJ?  ei  1S  s]tuated  in  close  proximity-  to  Not- 
“nghara,  and  some  few  years  ago,  during  the  barbel 
season,  I  remember  one  Saturday  afternoon  killing,  with 
heprcsentS.rJohn  Turvey,  of  the  “  lace  town,”  no  fewer 

il!r  nip,rt’hirUThSh  -n  tho.  swim  at  the  bottom  end  of 
the  osier  bed.  The  river  at  the  time  was  extremely  low', 

“d _lfc  be  lpw  lf  intending  subscribers  hope  to  enioy 

,  1  beXTbaP.k  opposite  the  fishery  is  in  the  right  of  Mr. 

tirk/t  ?rAn^mt„lnf>ham--a^  2s  Mr‘  Parr  used  to  take  a 
t hin^-c  l  il  1  there  is  likely,  under  the  new  order  of 
things,  to  be  no  love  lost.  Two  seasons  ago  Mr.  Green 
some  change  or  other,  refused  to  let  Mr.  Parr  have  a 
f? 3H^hKiSnf1ih10«  ,tlckeft’  and  as  it  is  [difficult  to  define 
hntSi?! th  bsbery  froum  a  Punting  point  of  view-and 
S  mean  to  use  boats— the  rival  subscribers  may 

spasm!  °£  lfc,  during  the  forthcoming  summer 

for  it0’  i5ut  nelt  ler  water  is  really  worth  the  money  paid 


I  AM  informed  salmon  and  white  trout  are  now  plenti¬ 
ful  at  Lord  Meath’s  fishery,  and  a  two  shilling  peimit 
tor  the  day  will  give  good  sport. 


An  important  angling  case  is  reported  from  the  Petty 
cessions  atFermoy  the  other  day.  Mr.  John  Murphy,  of 
Aragliu,  was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  *R.  Brook  Brasier,  In¬ 
spector  of  Fisheries,  Lismore  district,  for  having,  con- 
uary  to  Act  of  Parliament,  used  a  single  rod  and  line 
within  fifty  yards  below  the  free  gap  in  the  weir  at 
C.onuu  aue  river,  Blacky  a‘er.  The  offence  was  proved, 
and  defendant  was  fined  £5  and  10s.  costs  (the  maximum 
fine  being  £20),  but  iu  consequence  of  his  ignorance  of 
the  Jaw  the  line  was  reduced  to  10s.  The  Bench  stated 
that  as  the  statute  was  not  gmerally  known,  they  hoped 
£  j  Pre®s. would  publish  the  case  as  a  caution  to  others, 
and  that,  in  future  the  highest  penalty' would  be  imposed 
on  every  offender. 


A  large  number  of  rods  are  now  “thrashing”  the 
Great  Shannon  at  its  most  notab’e  points,  and  the 
number  and  quality'  of  salmon  peal,  trout,  &c  ,  taken  are 
quite  up  to  expectation.  It  would  ba  superfluous  to 
enumerate  last  week’s  captures,  but  they  are  certainly 
most  encouraging,  J 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


But  for  the  prevalence  of  high  and  extremely 
cold  winds,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  much  larger 
number  of  salmon  anglers  would  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week  or  ten  days  than  lias  been 
the  case.  The  Trent  has  fluctuated  a  few  inches 
in  height,  and  will  be  all  the  better  fur  bottom 
fishing  with  a  littlo  less  volume  of  water  run¬ 
ning.  Special  attention  appears  to  have  been 
paid  to  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills,  and  in  the  latter  length 

wU°hSt1m(:ndltdr1Shi  bave>Ia™  happy  to  say,  been  caught 
with  the  artificial  lures.  1  ho  lirst,  a  perfect  beauty,  foil 

E°  bTh“dr°hf  Mr  Gapenhursr of  Derby,  in  what  is  known 
a!LfIhe  ChanneV  and  weighed  1811b.  On  the  previous 
day  the same  angler  had  pricked  one  m  the  rapids  below  the 
Ferry  Chain.  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  was  out  for  the 
second  time  only  on  the  16th,  and  ho  had  not  been  spin¬ 
ning  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  was  fast  in 
springer,  which  turned  the  beam  of  the  scale  at  171b, 

I  he  fish,  a  short  and  thick  customer,  was  in  the  most  per¬ 
fect  condition.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Henry  Green,  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  lulled  one  of  161b.  at  the  head  of  Colwick  weir  with 
the  worm,  and  he  is  said  to  have  lost  a  second  in  the  same 
swim  on  the  subsequent  afternoon.  Sundry  gentlemen 
w'u  daljy  tn?d,  fc,he  Long  Svvim  ”  at  Shardlo  w  but  up  to 
'Iad«ntsclay,n,lghtllTsporfchad  been  met  with,  although 
odd  fish  had  been  observed  to  leap,  and  otherwise  show 
themselves.  Mr.  J.  Lowater,  of  Nottingham,  had  an 
agreeable  surprise  in  this  swim  on  Tuesday!  A  very  lar  m 
fish  rolled  immediately  above  hisffioat-the  gentleman  was 
worm-fishing— and  the  next  instant  the  float  suddenly  dis¬ 
appeared.  His  exclamation,  “ I’ve  hold  ”  attracted  the 
attention  of  a  couple  of  brother  anglers,  who  at  once  rushed 
to  the  rescue,  though  only  ultimately  to  assist  in  the  land¬ 
ing  of  a  sturdy  chub,  which  of  course  was  returned  This 
makes  the  second  specimen  of  the  kind  that  the  same  gen¬ 
tleman  has  caught  since  the  close  season,  and  a  rare  one  if 
was,  being  over  51b.  What  holders  of  licenses  desire to 
experience  is  a  spell  of  more  genial  weather,  for  with  it 
they  are  sanguine  the  fish  would  take  more  kindly  to  the 
u,ndf  their  notice.  Trout  fishing 
is  again  tailing  ott ,  in  fact  veryr  few  anglers  have  ven 
tured  on  to  the  banks  of  the  tributaries.  A  few  dlvs  ago 
a  large  number  of  small  pike  were  found  ina<Tmnii 
water  tffiit  had  been  leftPby  the  reS  lood TheTwere 

Stream?17  tate’  bUt  Were  taken  out  and  placcd  in  the  main 


..  At  tbe  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Bow- 

Sirn  GTWnnung!1?g  Society,  which  was  held  at  Host 
Popons,  the  Bowling  Green  Inn,  on  Tuesday 

ei dive  nf  letter  was  read  from  the  exe- 

cutiv  e  of  the  Sheffield  Angling  Association,  in  reference  to 

^ ?w°?h  0f  tho  rfent  Fishery  Board.  The  executive 

be  broukht  under  the  notice 
™kc!uhi^bt>le  o£  tb,e  clubs  ln  Nottingham,  so  as  to  obtain,  if 
HnaVd-.FiTfff 1  expres?ion  of  feeling  on  the  subject  of 
!?ald,S  aEest  Proposals.  The  Board  are  not  in  very 
!!!!', vi!  aniongst  coarse  fish  anglers,  and  the  sooner 
they  consider  their  position,  and  endeavour  to  better  their 
fncro  Au  ProlccQou.  the  more  likely  they  are  to  meet  with 
lncrefiseci  financial  support  at  their  hands.  The  Bowling 
Green  Society  will  endeavour  to  act  with  the  Sheffield 

^=t10n’and  the  latter  odght,  with  advantage,  place 
themselves  m  communication  with  Mr.  H.  Spray,  hon  sec. 
of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  Wellington  Hotel 
Alawnf-treet'  Tbei  Nottingham  and  Nottinghamshire 
Association  seems  almost  to  have  collapsed.  Many  local 

subscribe  toiatlSfl°d  With  the  manaSeinent  and  decline  to 

xrmuTh!ir8d?$  tke  annual  general  meeting  of  the 

ILe1  W?nfmriV^e  wn?t?niani  vva'1  heJd  at  Mr.  Sam  Bestow’s, 

6  ’  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W. 

rmrt  ‘wtSh  H.  Spray,  hon.  sec.,  submitted  the  yearly 
rEwfLiT  bich,  of  course,  was  passed.  Matters  of  con¬ 
siderable  importance  to  the  angling  community  were 
brought  forward  and  discussed,  and  these  I  hope  to  refer 
to  at  length  in  my  next  week’s  Notes. 

I  understand  the  Nottingham  Piscatorial  Society 
which  meets  at  the  Alexandra  Inn,  Carrington-street  do 
not  intend  to  celebrate  their  customary  dinner  until'  the 

nmffiffisT'hnVif  y  ha?  not  been  in  existence  many 
months,  but  it  possesses  a  large  number-roll  and  nrizpti  of 

CtS1ortahbiV'alULareAr0^red.f0r  competition  The  new 
host  of  the  Inn,  Mr.  Mordecai  Sherwin,  is  the  Domilar 

£  keea  tbe  Nottinghamshire  County  Cncket 

cels  of  the  Hnehd°GSiuVeliyt>HnF  he  can  to  advance  the  suc- 
k  ,  club-  .  Morde,  I  know,  once  beat  the  record 
as  a  barbel  expert  in  Sir  Henry  Brownley’s  private  waters 
at  Stoke,  and  it  would  be  difficult  by  fishermen  to  find  a 
more  agreeable  purveyor  of  their  requirements. 


TAW  AND  TORRIDGE  FISHERY  BOARD. 

A  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bridge  Hall 
th»>dPv.d-17’  william  Williams  occupying  the  chair’ 
there  being  also  present  Major  Hopkins  Cantain  if’ 
Chichester,  It.  N.,  Captain  the  Hon.  A  Fortescue  Captaffi 
J  M  MHiPfffriCin'  Bassett,  H.  Chichester,  J.  Hope, 

ai™  1  wWvL  1  lkc’  CVx5Ja?yice’  Risdon,  W.  J.  Fer- 
Tamfp’r  Jfarraway,  W.  Fisher,  R.  Ashton,  J.  M. 

lanner,  A.  G.  Duncan,  Keats,  Henderson,  C.  Skinner  T 
Jackson,  and  Greenwood-Penny.  * 

In  accordance  with  notice  given,  Mr.  C.  Garviee  mn,w,i 

Si'in  ^'Veek!y  dcse  season  should  commence  at  noon  on 
,ataijday  and  terminate  at  six  o’clock  on  Monday  niornin" 
inaSfibKllttln”  bts  motion,  Mr.  Garvice  remarked  that  the 
ces^ffif C|f  \ehehW  ^  V€ry  tbad  seasons,  and  that  the  con- 
,?m  fc^ w  hi ours  the  proposed  alteration  would 

gne  would  enable  them  to  Ush  the  early  tides  on  Monday 
mornings,  which  they  now  missed,  and  that  would  prove  a 
gieat  boon  to  the  struggling  fishermen.  P  ' 0  a 

Gaptain  Chichester  seconded. 

nf  thn  i  spok°  strongly  against  any  curtailment 
of  the  weekly  close  season,  and  stated  that  the  Com. 

™lmo°n  fishffilhaH  1Htely  fin?uired  int0  matters  affecting 
?he  ifcek!j  el!>fel>adonOCated  a  considerable  extension  o? 

('mMi,PpMn,,a’\  aud  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Ashton,  and 
Captain  Chichester  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion  and 

andPopof  agal“St  *fc  Wtire  advanced  by  Messrs.  Henderson 
tcn“  Stes  Wn?  Ul°  m°Cting  the  mofcion  was  carried  by 

The  Chairman  then  moved  a  resolution  in  favour  of  re 
ducing  the  licence  for  nets  from  .£5  to  £3.  Sir  William  in 
the  course  uf^Iis  remarks,  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 

wS^*£5etOTet‘,8SSJS,,ld  UOt  bC  deCreased’  a8  Inoro  “cn° 

Mr.  Narraway  seconded. 

.  Mr.  Miller  opposed,  remarking  that  if  the  motion  came 
into  force  there  would  soon  be  less  fish  and  more  men  en 
deavounng  to  catch  them.  He  felt  sure  the  Board  of 
2u  d  not  endorse  such  an  alteration, 
lilr.  bainner  supported  the  motion  in  the  belief  that  Lv 
such  a  concession  the  board  would  get  the  sympathy  hf 

thlSh.ernien’WhiCbWaS  thc  best  m cans  of 7preser\Tng 

General  Chichester  also  supported  tho  chairman’s  mn. 

tha,t  he  did  not  see  why  the  net  men  should 
be  charged  the  maximum  for  their  licences  whilst  the 
rod  men  paid  only  two-thirds,  and  had  two  hundred  instead 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days’  fishing  nhtead 

Mr.  J.  Jackson,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  J.  Tanner  and  Pan. 
tain  the  Hon.  A.  Fortescue  spoke  against  the  proposed  re 
votes°to  nlne?h  on  bcb‘g  put  to  the  t-ote  wasZ” ^eleven 

shmUA  4sbto.a  Proposed  that  the  licences  for  weirs  &c 
should  he  raised  to  £12,  and  that  for  rods  to  £1 10s  ’  ’ 

dhiswas  seconded  by  Mr.  Fisher.  iU 

Mr.  Penny,  Captain  Bassett,  Mr.  J  Jackson  and  Mr 
Pope  deprecated  any  such  increases  and  Mr‘ 

being  submitted  to  the  meeting  was  defeated!  tl°n  °n 


SEVERN  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS. 

r.  A  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Severn 

I  ishery  District  was  held  last  week  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel 
Birmingham.  Mr.  Colchester  Wemyss  presided  and 
i  (MPPQ0”  of  the  statement  of  accounts,  which 
sho  wed  a  balance  mhane.  of  £108 16s.  6d.,  as  against  £70  0s.  Id. 
a ndhp  bngplniW  of  tbe  ypar>  The reP°rt  of  the  Executive 
fo  ea!ff  nnffhn011.1011!'1^  statod  that  steps  had  been  taken 
the  resolution  of  the  Board  with  regard  to 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
hnfrf  MClw Gi  tKme'  i  MeoGngsof  the  committee  have  been 
f f  honf  r,EShPit°  and  Shrewsbury,  and  evidence  taken 
at  both  places.  It  was  proposed  to  hold  meetings  at  Wor- 
wfiifn  a,nd  h’  Oucester,  and  afterwards  to  submit  a  report 
with  a  summary  of  the  evidence  taken,  to  a  special  meet- 

Tfm°t  a  k!°nf  flarif  .a!  fbe  end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June. 
1  he  take  ot  fish  in  the  past  year  had  been  fair.  Very  few 

wwl  lb nf GIflofken  ln  lh(:  lowei'  part  of  the  estuary,  and 
TW  hS  Ashing  had  taken  place  above  Worcester. 

had  been  twenty-one  prosecutions  since  the  last 
meeting,  and  convictions  obtained  in  each  case.  The 
torsffif!  '^fnri  ^ororojtted  in  Gloucestershire  and  Worces- 
anl  lncJ.oded  fishing  with  draft  net  within 
Jrlf ?ty  2111a.utes  Mfer  a  net  had  been  landed  in  the  same 
draft ,  fishing  with  net  with  mesh  of  less  dimensions 
lncjbes  >'  using  night  lines  without  license ;  and 
fishing  for  salmon  without  license,  and  poisoning  fish.  The 
committee  found  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  keep  men 
°fa  superior  class  as  water  bailiffs  at  the  present  rate  of 
w2S.es,aind  suggested  an  increase. 

of  \?/0MLni,nH1'ClSOk!tion’,Passed  at  the  general  meeting 
of  the  Midland  Angling  Preservation  Society,  was  for 

1wffffiue(ratl0n  of  Ehe  Board  :  “That  the  secretary  be 
instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Severn  Board  of  (Jon- 
servutors  with  the  object  of  inducing  that  body  to  extend 
nilif  P°nt.ro1  fu  Lbe  ri v.e.r  Avon,  and  this  meeting  pledges 
thank! Board  its  earnest  support ;  also  that  the 
thanks  ot  the  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund 

f"q?entnteVSl5?o£t'  “  °n  bCbalf  °f  the  angl6rS  Wh° 

f?uwas  very  anxious  to  see  the  Board 
,  .  i  !  the  r,lver  Avon-  Such  a  course  would 

gkntffiJTt hat  b5dy“.neler8  th8  B°"d  lf  llcenses  wer» 

giveVtheir  assent’tcfmtch'a'proposal? °',nCr3  had 
^•CoJe8-pointcd  °ut  that  the  Midland  Angling  Preser- 
RpRHD^L02ieAy  consis(;ed  of  clubs  in  Birmingham  and 
Kedditch,  and  was  anxious  to  prevent  illegitimate  fishing 
*??{?lber  said  the  landowners  were  very  ready  to 
accept  the  income  from  licenses,  but  wanted  others  to  bear 
the  expense  ot  protecting  the  fish.  Cdr 

Mr.  Coles  said  there  would  be  2,000  licenses  asked  for  if 

bo)»Bntyof>pmotica|ts1ti|d)M8rVati0n’  *°  that  there 

tho1*?:.110  saAmou.  and  practically  no  trout  in  the  Avon.  At 
the  same  time  the  Board  would  no  doubt  be  willing  io 

clrred18  eThe  tbmrt  raS  no  Pecuniary  liability  to  be8  in- 
guaranteed  -’  0J  hcenses-°r  the  £100— ought  to  be 

After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  nnihi>mr>M™hi> 
Sir  Richard  Harington,  to  accept  the  proposal  of  ®he 
land  Angling  Society  so  far  as  the  river  Avon  below  Strai- 
ford  was  concerned,; and  providing  thM  thnm  BCral 

rantee  of  £100  to  the  Board.  g  1  ere  was  agua‘ 
Mr.  A.  C.  Dowdeswell  thought  the  laws  as  to  fishing  in 

the  Severn  were  apt  to  act  harshly  in  many  cases  aL! 
came  before  him  as  a  magistrate  the  oS day  where  two 
men  were  charged  with  fishing  with  a  draft  nef  within 
3rfti^y  nnnutes  lifter  a  net  had  been  landed  in  the  same 
dratt.  He  pointed  out  that  licenses  were  held  bv  ihi-pn 
separate  fishermen,  and  hence  if  the  twenty  minute! 

ea<!t  fl8herma"  "»“ld  ha8«  "■> 

a  A.8uSgcstion  was  made  that  the  water  bailiff  should  havr> 
H1flrn1t|feSt  ln  succ|ssful  prosecutions;  but  Sir  Richard 
h!  lu  gf  a  express.ed  the  hope  that  no  such  course  woffid 
be  adopted,  as  a  witness  pecuniarily  interesfpd  in  n  n,?Uld 
cution  usually  had  his  efidence  di^counted  a  Pr°SC' 

1  he  report  was  adopted. 

GeorSe,  in  his  report  as  to  the  Worcester  disfrini 
Sciid.  the  spawning  fish  arrived  verv  1  ^  ^  ’ 

but  few  of  them,  and  those  were  moffR  small  fiGhbadineen 
were  some  very  fine  fish  in  the late  Si  m  ’  Viere 
spawned  in  February  than  in  anTpreWous'  nmnth^ 
two  salmon  had  been  caught  this  spring  ’  °nly 

th!i?Lhbl’0pshlre  superintendent  (Mr.  Darlin^)  reDorled 

and  dry,  the  rivers  running  at  a  low  level  jn„^y  hatd 
her  of  the  spawning  beds  being  left  dry  for  a  'conSfdereWe 
time  caused  serious  loss  of  earTv  spawn  Th,.  j,r^b 
was  seen  spawning  in  the  Severn  Kkrch  o  !nd  thj  fir°T 
ph.ppn'pf®  seen  returrnng  seawards  on  January  21  Onfv 

and  Shrawardinc  in  Shropshire  No  ni,....,  t  V  Gresoage 
caught  in  February  with  the  nl't  in  Jh^Se vim ’between' 

as  ssMrrfe? 

had  been  more  affected  with  disease  this  yJarVh  in  usual1 
many  being  a  complete  mass  of  fungoid  growth  ThJ 
larger  number  of  salmon  was  112;  of  these  111  wTIphTcLJ  ,° 
sixteen  were  killed  by  others,  and  of  tw^vo  Hie ^calse  of’ 
death  was  not  ascertained.  cause  ot 

K35*4  ”*  lntercsl“ of  th0  "*»»»»»^  Si 

the  flr8t  **»■  <■'  “» '»»«'  >v«»  >o 

know  why  they  should  b'e  so  invidkmsly ‘  treated' ' lR 
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NOTES  r ROM  LANCASHIRE. 


It  is  a  disagreeable  duty  at  all  times  to  put  on  the  “  strap 
of  wrath,”  and  to  visit  the  sins  of  fellow-anglers  with  that 
punishment  which  their  unsportsmanlike  conduct  richly 
deserves,  but  such  being  absolutely  necessary,  the  said 
duty  must  be  done.  Anglers  in  this  district  are  not  over¬ 
done  with  places  of  resort,  when  circumstances  permit  of 
their  enjoying  a  day’s  Ashing,  and  it  is  with  great  regret 
that  the  information  to  hand  of  a  visit  paid  to  the  well- 
known  stream  at  Matlock  by  a  party  of  Lancashire 
anglers,  compels  a  public  notice  of  the  same  visit  and  its 
accompanying  report  of  misconduct.  To  be  detected  in 
taking  trout  of  a  size  which  an  average  schoolboy  would 
scorn  to  retain  in  his  basket,  is  a  disgrace  to  anyone  calling 
himself  a  man,  but  when  the  said  anglers,  (?)  in  addition  to 
their  contemptible  conduct  in  retaining  Ash  of  Gin.  or  Tin. 
in  their  possession,  add  the  sneaking  action  of  pocketing 
to  avoid  the  inspection  of  creel  by  the  keeper,  then  the 
whole  case  becomes  one  of  the  worst  possible  kind,  and  we 
hope  that  the  authorities  in  the  Matlock  district  will  make 
the  offenders  suffer  severely,  and  not  visit  the  sins  of  others 
upon  the  heads  of  anglers  generally  who  visit  their  waters, 
and  appreciate  the  concessions  granted. 

Lancashire  is  possessed  of  many  organisations  of 
anglers,  and  around  Manchester  there  are  perhaps  too 
many  of  the  kind.  Manchester  in  itself  has  over  seven 
hundred  anglers  in  its  district,  which  forms  one  of  the 
amalgamated  districts.  Hitherto  the  travelling  cards  for 
all  the  districts  have  been  supplied  through  this  amalgama¬ 
tion,  but  if  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  follow  the  line  of 
conduct  suggested  by  some  of  the  narrow-minded  indi¬ 
viduals  amongst  their  number,  and  supply  cards  direct  to 
clubs,  thus  ignoring  the  existence  of  any  or  all  of  the 
various  districts,  then  the  sooner  such  an  institution  ceases 
to  exist  the  better.  If  every  district  or  club  joins  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association,  and  energetically  supports 
that  association,  angling  legislation  and  reforms  would 
soon  be  in  every  respect  fully  catered  for. 


It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  difRculty  re¬ 
specting  Ashing  at  Ingleton  is  at  an  end  for  the  present. 
After  prolonged  negotiations,  in  which  both  sides  of  the 
question  have  been  thoroughly  argued,  the  result  is  that 
Lancashire  anglers  can  still  enjoy  a  day’s  Ashing  as  before 
for  the  small  cost  of  one  shilling. 


The  council  of  the  Manchester  centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  are  called  together  for  April  27,  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Booth-street,  Manchester.  Business  of  im¬ 
portance  will  be  considered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  good 
attendance  of  the  members  will  be  obtained. 

Another  step  in  the  right  direction  is  the  promise  of  a 
lecture  on  angling,  to  be  delivered  in  Manchester  early  in 
May,  by  one  of  the  leading  anglers  of  this  country.  Arrange¬ 
ments  are  not  yet  complete,  but  in  our  next  issue  the  full 
particulars  will  appear.  In  the  meantime  anglers  should 
make  a  note  of  this,  the  Arst  of  what  will  probably  be  a 
series  of  interesting  lectures. 


Reports  all  round  are  of  a  more  encouraging  kind,  Ash 
are  getting  into  better  condition,  and  anglers  too  for  that 
matter  if  we  may  judge  from  the  increased  demand  for 
tackle  which  has  taken  place  during  the  past  week. 


It  is  generally  admitted  that  more  diAiculties  present 
themselves  in  legislating  for  angling  than  in  any  other 
sport.  Our  leaders  do  well  to  keep  the  objects  of  pending 
negotiations  as  quiet  as  possible.  For  instance  during  the 
arrangements  now  being  made  for  acquiring  the  “  netting 
rights”  of  the  Lake  L'istrict,  the  promoters  have  been 
seriously  handicapped  by  the  correspondence  appearing 
in  the  dailies  from  writers  on  the  subject  and  sheltering 
themselves  under  “  Ashy  ”  nom  cle  plumes.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  undesirable  state  of  things  the  promoters 
have  been  seriously  hampered  in  their  efforts,  and  have 
had  obstacles  put  in  the  way  which  otherwise  would  not 
have  appeared.  In  all  probability  more  money  will  have 
to  be  paid  to  get  possession  than  otherwise  would  have 
been  the  case.  The  success  of  this  great  undertaking  is 
earnestly  hoped  for  by  Lancashire,  and  if  this  desirable 
Ashing  is  permanently  secured  the  anglers  of  this  district 
will  have  reason  to  be  grateful  to  those  who  have  laboured 
to  attain  this  happy  consummation. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

TnE  third  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  Castle  Inn  on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  R. 
W.  Brett  presided,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  Several  wrote  regretting  their  inability  to  be 
present.  Mr.  H.  Medd  enclosed  a  sovereign  towards  re¬ 
stocking  the  river,  or  prizes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Childs,  engineer  to  the  river  Lea,  wrote 
regretting  that  he  had  no  Ash  worth  sending,  as  there  had 
been  very  bad  luck  in  Ashing  the  reservoirs.  Mr.  Waller 
(vice-president)  read  the  report  of  the  committee,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract 

“In  issuing  their  third  annual  report  the  committee 
atFa*n  Lave  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  announce  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  society  still  increases,  and  that  the 
number  of  active  and  honorary  members  is  now  over  one 
hundred.  The  committee  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
support  afforded  them  by  so  many  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  London  gentlemen 
interested  in  angling,  becoming  honorary  members  of  the 
society,  and  assure  these  gentlemen  that  the  utmost  care 
will  be  exercised  in  securing  the  object  the  society  has  in 
view — the  preservation  of  the  Ashing  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

"  The  trout  fry  turned  down  last  season  has  made  excel¬ 
lent  progress  ;  the  fry  was  supplied  in  capital  condition, 
and  the  expert  to  whom  the  Society  delegated  the  super¬ 
intendence  of  the  removal  and  laying  down  the  Ash  ex¬ 
pressed  his  opinion  that  the  waters  in  the  hands  of  the 
society  will  compare  most  jfavourably  with  any  in  the 
county  in  their  suitability  for  the  favourable  development 
of  the  Ash. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  J.  Cran¬ 
stone  as  president  of  the  Society,  remarking  that  Mr. 
Cranstone  had  made  a  Arst-rate  officer,  and  knew  perhaps 
rr)orc  about  Ashing  in  the  local  waters  than  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Waller  then  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  for  presiding,  and  said  no  person  in  Hertford 
did  more  to  promote  angling,  or  to  look  after  water  than 
he  did.  Mr.  Brett  took  great  interest  in  the  Society,  and 
had  induced  a  large  number  of  London  anglers  to  join 
them 


Mr.  W.  Kirby  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  to. 

The  Chairman,  in  replying,  said  he  regretted  that  the 
water  in  the  neighbourhood  was  decreasing.  He  con- 
sidered  that  the  Lea  and  the  Lean  were  about  a  foot  lower, 
U®  ril*e*  than  they  were  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago. 
1  his  was  a  serious  matter,  and  it  behoved  them  as 
fishermen  to  raise  their  voices  against  the  soil  being  robbed 
of  the  water  that  really  belonged  to  them.  Why  should 
London  rob  them  of  their  water?  In  depriving  them  of 
the  water  they  were  really  depriving  them  of  the  Ash, 
for  without  the  water  they  could  not  have  any  Ash. 
Regarding  the  trout  fry,  he  said  that  the  stream  doing  the 
best  service  was  the  one  at  the  back  of  the  Dicker  Mill, 
which  swarmed  with  young  trout.  Trout  Ashing  would 
commence  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  they  must  look  after 

the  massacre  of  the  innocents.”  He  believed  their  waters 
were  being  ruined  more  by  taking  out  trout  under  size 
tha,n  by  netting.  The  trout  ought  not  to  be  taken  out 
under  12in.,  and  it  was  a  cruel  thing  to  take  them  out 
under  that  size.  If  a  little  care  were  taken  over  the  small 
Ash,  in  the  course  of  four  years  or  so  he  believed  the  Hert¬ 
ford  waters  would  teem  with  Ash  of  a  good  size.  If  they 
all  looked  after  the  waters  in  this  neighbourhood  he  be¬ 
lieved  they  would  soon  be  second  to  none  in  the  country 
for  Ashing  purposes. 

A  discussion  followed  concerning  the  jack,  which  arc  so 
plentiful  in  the  running  streams,  and  the  propriety  of 
netting  the  waters  and  transferring  the  jack  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  stream  was  strongly  advocated.  Ultimately 
Mr.  W.  Garratt  proposed  that  a  sub-committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  make  ^arrangements  for  netting  the  society’s 
waters  and  transferring  the  jack  to  the  Broadwater,  and 
this  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

First  Annual  Dinner. 

Established  something  like  fourteen  months  ago,  and 
having  one  hundred  and  forty  members  on  the  books,  the 
Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  held  its  Arst  annual  dinner  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  16,  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Green- 
meadow,  Cardiff.  Nearly  Afty  gentlemen  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  and  well-served  repast,  H.  Lewis,  Esq.,  president, 
occupying  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Taylor  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Vachell, 
vice-presidents,  the  vice-chairs.  The  usual  loyal  toasts 
having  been  honoured,  Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins  submitted  the 
toast  of  “The  Conservators  of  Local  Rivers.”  He  men¬ 
tioned  the  indebtedness  of  angling  societies  to  river  con¬ 
servators  for  stocking  rivers  and  preserving  the  Ash. 
Alluding  to  river  pollution,  he  said  that  there  was  a  time 
when  the  Taff  was  the  Anest  salmon  and  trout  river  in 
Wales.  Indeed,  salmon  were  once  so  common  that  in  the 
indentures  of  apprentices  it  was  stipulated  they  should  not 
have  that  Ash  more  than  three  times  a  week.  This  was 
far  from  being  the  case  now.  For  this  diminution  river 
pollution  was  responsible.  Trout,  too,  had  decreased,  and 
he  suggested  they  should  be  increased  by  a  simple 
hatchery  or  hatcheries,  to  be  erected  at  convenient  places. 

The  Chairman,  whose  name  was  coupled  with  the  toast, 
responded.  He  alluded  to  his  efforts  on  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators  for  the  Taff  and  Ely.  Their  work  had  been  of  a 
most  up-hill  character  in  preventing  river  pollution,  their 
difficulties  being  innumerable.  He  proceeded  to  allude  to 
the  pollution  of  the  Ely  at  Pontyclown,  and  said  the  county 
council  had  decided  to  take  up  the  matter  and  prosecute 
the  offenders. 

Mr.  R.  Harris  proposed  “  The  Mayor  and  Council  of  the 
County  of  Cardiff,”  and  adverted  to  the  kindness  of  the 
corporation  in  granting  season  tickets  for  Ashing  in  the 
Llanishen  Reservoir. 

There  being  no  member  of  the  council  present  the  next 
toast  was  submitted— that  of  “The  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents,”  by  Mr.  W.  Page  Wood.  Mr.  Henry  Lewis,  the 
president  responded,  and  said  he  felt  honoured  in  being 
asked  to  become  the  head  of  that  society.  He  was  sure 
that  the  more  they  combined  the  more  sport  they  would 
have. 

Dr.  Taylor  also  responded,  and  spoke  of  the  value  of  Ash¬ 
ing  as  a  means  of  recreation.  Men  who  were  over- worked 
and  wanted  a  change  he  recommended  to  go  in  for  pisca¬ 
torial  exercise. 

Dr.  Vachell  also  briefly  replied  to  the  toast. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall,  of  Bristol,  representing  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  in  proposing  “  The  Cardiff  Piscatorial 
Society,”  said  they  had  several  high  ideals  before  them— 
the  prevention  of  foul  Ashing,  the  encouragement  of  fair 
angling,  and  the  detection  and  prevention  of  the  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams.  The  society  had  his  earnest  hopes 
for  its  success,  both  in  membership  and  by  the  river  side. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Burrow  responded,  and,  after  reading  letters 
of  apology  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  for  inability  to  be 
present,  including  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  Shrubsole,  Mr. 
Coles  and  Mr.  White,  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  said  the  society  had  been  an  unqualified  success  in 
every  way.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  on  tbe 
subject  of  pollution,  they  were  only  anxious  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  helping  the  conservators  to  put  a  stop  to  this  sort 
of  thing. 

The  other  toasts  drunk  were  “  The  Provincial  Angling 
Association  and  Kindred  Societies,”  proposed  by  Mr.  Leal, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Cundall ;  “  Tne  Committee,”  “The 
Officers,”  “Other  Sports  and  Pastimes,”  and  “The 
Visitors.” 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  hold  at  the 
Mona  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  on  Wednesday  evening  last, 
amongst  those  present  being  Messrs.  Foreman,  De  Courcy, 
Adlington,  Walker,  H.  Gray,  Thomas  Huggett,  C.  A. 
Roberts,  E.  Bennett,  &c. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  and  ordinary  meeting  having 
been  read  and  duly  confirmed,  the  chairman  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  valuable  present  made  by  Mr.  Wimbush  to  the 
society  of  the  fine  pike  taken  by  him  in  the  Avon,  weigh¬ 
ing  nearly  2.11b.,  which,  beautifully  mounted  by  Cooper, 
will  henceforward  adorn  the  walls  of  the  club-room.  Mr. 
Wimbush  is  to  be  warmly  congratulated  on  his  capture, 
especially  as  it  was  his  first  visit  to  the  Ringwood  waters. 

It  was  reported  that  our  respected  member,  Mr. 
Nicholay,  is  now  recovering  from  a  severe  illness.  This 
gentleman  will  no  doubt  be  much  disappointed  at  his  en¬ 
forced  absence  from  the  spring  fishing,  which  wo  under¬ 
stand  has  in  his  water  been  exceptionally  good  this  season. 
The  names  of  two  new  candidates  were  forwarded  on  to 
the  committee  for  consideration.  It  has  been  decided  that 
all  waters  open  to  anglers  by  payments  shall  be  considered 
public  waters. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Huggett  for  having  so  kindly  re¬ 
ported  the  meetings  of  the  society,  and  for  his  duties  in  the 
chair,  brought  a  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close.  T.  H. 


THE  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

•  T.HK  annual  meeting  was  hold  on  Monday  last,  th  j  20th 
mst.  ;  the  president,  P.  Geen,  Esq.,  occupied  the  chair. 

I  he  minutes  of  the  last  delegate  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed  then  the  minutes  of  the  General  Committee 
and  those  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee 
were  read.  A  letter  from  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Society  was  next  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  this 
society  has  adopted  the  measurements  of  Ash  recommen¬ 
ded  by »tho  Association.  Messrs.  S.  Malby,  Cainell,  and  J. 
Hills,  of  the  Dalston  A  ngling  Society,  and  E.  Bennett,  of 
the  Small  Arms  factory  Angling  Society,  were  appointed 
honorary  bailiffs.  £21  was  voted  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  and  £5  5s.  to  the  Maidenhead,  Cook- 
ham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

A  letter  was  read  from  a  member  of  the  Lady  of  tho 
Lake  Angling  Society,  complaining  that  his  society 
refused  to  apply  for  railway  privilege  tickets  for  their 
honorary  members.  A  resolution  was  thereupon  proposed 
and  carried  that  although  the  association  declines  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  internal  management  of  any  angling  society, 
it  was  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  delegates^  present  that 
privilege  tickets  might  be  justly  issued  to  duly  elected 
honorary  members  of  all  angling  societies. 

The  annual  balance  sheet  was  read  and  passed,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  auditors  for  their 
services.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  subscription  for 
privilege  tickets  should  be  continued  at  two  shillings. 

Messrs.  Beckett  and  Field  proposed  and  seconded  the 
re-election  of  Philip  Geen,  Esq.,  as  president,  which  was 
unanimously  carried,  as  was  also  the  re-election  of  Messrs. 
VV .  H.  Beckett  as  vice:president,  and  A.  W.  Parker  as 
treasurer.  The  following  twenty-four  members  were 
elected  on  the  General  Committee,  sixteen  of  them  having 
previously  served :  - 

,,(?:,Al7ll;?£ronfa:’  Bermondsey  Brothers;  C.  J.  Carter,  Rifie; 
E.  Clark,  Marylebone;  W.  L.  Griffin,  Walworth  Waltonians; 
R.Lawes,  Lmted  Brothers;  W.  Norman,  Hoxton  Brothers; 
H.  Reeves,  Sundial;  F.  Tliorling,  St.  John’s;  Smyth, 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  ;  Hodges,  Queen's ;  VVindred, 
United  Brothers;  Warder,  West  Ham;  A.  Brockett, 
Original  Alexandra;  F.  Castell,  City  of  Condon;  J. 
Edwards,  Dalston;  J.  Harwood,  Sundial;  R.  Murphy, 
Good  Intent ;  G.  Norris,  Crown  and  Buckland ;  W.  H. 
bhead.  Sociable  Brothers;  Harris,  Prince  Arthur ;  Glover 
Crown  and  Buckland ;  Jones,  Eastern  Piscatorials ;  Idc, 
Jubilee  ;  A.  Barclay,  Royal  Oak. 

The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  now  con¬ 
sist  of  the  following  nine  members,  five  of  whom  have 
served  before 


G.  Armstrong,  Bermondsey  Brothers;  C.  J.  Carter, 
Rifie ;  J.  Edwards.  Dalston ;  M.  L.  Griffin,  Walworth 
VV  altomans ;  R.  Murphy,  Good  Intent ;  Harris,  Prince 
Arthur;  J.  Jennings,  Bostonians;  Rowe,  North  Lambeth; 
G.  Norris,  Crown  and  Buckland. 

Messrs.  G.  H.  Field,  G.  Manning,  and  H.  J.  Tibbatt3 
were  also  unanimously  re-elected  as  trustees,  as  was  also 
Mr.  It.  Laws  as  delegate  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
vation  Society.  The  gentlemen  who  respectively  served 
as  tyler  and  visiting  officers  for  the  past  year  were  also 
re-elected.  Mr.  Close,  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society, 
was  elected  as  auditor  to  represent  the  association  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  accounts  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society. 

The  following  fourteen  gentlemen  were  elected  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  association  on  the  committee  of  this  society, 
eleven  of  whom  served  during  the  past  year,  and  three  are 
new  members  :-W.  H.  Beckett,  Good  Intent ;  A.  Conn, 
Bermondsey  Brothers ;  J.  Edwards,  Dalston  ;  G.  Norris, 
Crown  and  Buckland  ;  E.  Baildham,  Globe  ;  C.  J.  Carter 
Rifio;  J.  Jennings,  Bostonian;  W.  H.  Shead,  Sociable 
Bros.  ;  J.  Brady,  Golden  Barbel;  E.  Clark,  Marylebone; 
S.  Malby,  Dalston ;  Highley,  Hertford :  Harris,  Prince 
Arthur;  Grover,  Crown  and  Buckland  ;  Mr.  A.  VV.  Parker 
was  also  re-elected  as  hon.  reporter.  The  visiting  officers 
reported  as  follows  i  Mr.  Jennings  that  he  had  opened  two 
collecting  boxes  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  at  the 
Cobden  Angling  Society;  he  found  £1 11s.,  and  at  the  Cam¬ 
den  £2  11s.  6d.  Mr.  Thorling  announced  that  the  last  visit 
on  his  list  was  to  the  Amicable  Waltonians  on  March 
16,  when  twenty-five  clubs  were  represented.  Mr.  Arm¬ 
strong  had  visited  the  Anglers’  Pride,  where  ten  clubs 
were  represented.  Mr.  Manning  last  visited  the  Dalston 
Angling  Society,  where  fifteen  clubs  sent  representatives. 
On  the  roll  being  called  it  was  found  that  representatives 
from  fifty-three  clubs  were  present,  Y ery  hearty  votes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  all  the  officers  who  had  served 
during  the  past  year.  The  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close 
at  a  late  hour  by  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS. 

Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden -lane. 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  Mr.  John  Kelly,  vice-president  (in 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Medcalf),  occupying  the 
chair.  There  was  a  largo  attendance  of  delegates.  After 
the  usual  routine  business  had  been  transacted,  the  Clif¬ 
ton  ville  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Clifton  ville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey,  was  enrolled,  their  rules 
being  fully  approved  of  by  the  association.  The  society 
already  numbers  some  thirty  members,  and  gives  promise 
of  becoming  an  infiuential  club.  The  agreement  for  the 
rental  of  the  Pulborough  fisheries  for  a  further  term  was 
produced,  and  the  action  of  the  secretary  in  reference 
thereto  was  cordially  ratified.  The  election  of  officers 
was  next  proceeded  with,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  being  re¬ 
elected  president,  Mr.  J.  Kelly,  vice-president,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  secretary,  the  services  of  all  these  gentlemen 
being  warmly  recognised.  Mr.  W.  Farebrother  was  also 
re-appointed  to  his  well-known  post  of  tyl<  r.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  wras  unanimously  re-elected  to  represent  the 
association  on  the  committee  of  the  Thames  An  jling  Pre¬ 
servation  Society.  The  election  of  the  general  committee 
of  the  association  and  representatives  on  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Committee  was  then  proceeded  with,  the 
voting  being  by  ballot,  ballot  papers  being  handed  to  all 
delegates  present,  Messrs,  Burkett  and  Burton  acting  as 
scrutineers.  The  following  gentlemen  w'ere  declared  duly 
elected,  in  the  order  given Messrs.  T.  Crumplen.  W. 
Farebrother,  S.  Cane,  C.  Watling,  G.  Watling,  S.  C. 
Harding,  H.  Patman,  W.  Parkin,  G.  Franklin.  F.  Atkins, 
J.  W.  Cully,  I.  Wright;  and  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  Committee,  Messrs,  W.  J.  Wade,  W.  Farebrother, 


Perqh  Spawn. — -Should  now  be  ordered  at  once.  Hatches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  apparatus  required.  Printed 
instructions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage.  -  J.  J.  Annistead, 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 
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C.  Watling,  G.  Watling,  H.  Patman,  S.  Cane,  and  G. 
Franklin.  Messrs.  S.  Cane  and  G.  Franklin  were  appointed 
auditors  of  the  hooks  of  the  association,  and  Mr.  H.  Pat¬ 
man  those  of  the  Anglers’ Benevolent  Society.  The  privi¬ 
lege  tickets  entitling  members  to  railway  privileges  and 
the  Pulborough  fishery,  rented  exclusively  by  the  Central 
Association,  were  fixed  as  before  at  Is.  Id.,  being  one 
shilling  to  the  association  and  one  penny  postage,  &c. 

It  was  decided  that  their  colour  for  the  coming  season 
should  be  bright  green,  and  secretaries  of  clubs  were  par¬ 
ticularly  requested  to  note  that  the  rule  of  the  association 
s  that  remittances  must  accompany  all  applications.  They 
were  also  requested  to  send  in  their  lists  as  early  as  possi¬ 
ble,  as  the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  clubs  and 
members  taking  their  tickets  from  this  association  involves 
a  corresponding  amount  of  work,  and  the  secretary  is 
anxious  that  no  delay  of  any  kind  shall  occur. 

Mr.  Fenner  (Hearts  of  Oak)  informed  the  meeting  that 
an  important  exhibition  was  being  organised  by  the  Work¬ 
ing  Men’s  Club  and  Institute  Union,  to  take  place  in  June 
next,  and  that  special  prizes  would  be  awarded  to  anglers 
for  the  best  cases  of  specimen  fish  shown.  He  also 
r  ^ported  that  prizes  would  be  given  for  the  best  col¬ 
lection  of  preserved  fish,  and  Mr.  Wade  kindly  undertook 
to  give  any  further  information  desired.  Mr.  C.  Watling 
reported  a  very  successful  visit  to  the  Islington  Brothers, 
and  the  next  to  the  Lincoln  would, it  wasjhoped,  be  equally 
well  attended.  It  was  also  mentioned  that  the  new  privi¬ 
lege  cards  for  railway  purposes  must  be  obtained  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  before  visiting  Pulborough. 

Secretaries  of  clubs  are  specially  requested  to  note 
alteration  of  secretary’s  address.  All  communications 
should  now  be  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  39,  Thorburn 
square,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

The  meeting,  which  had  been  very  enthusiastic  through¬ 
out,  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officials  of 
the  association  for  their  services  during  the  past  year,  the 
great  progress  made  being  largely  attributable  to  their  zeal 
and  lidelity. 


ifUports  front  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fisiiing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Fast  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  ‘‘or  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  No.  2.— A 
return  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  Brothers 
Well  Met  on  Tuesday,  the  21st,  when  sixteen  clubs  were 
represented.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Barbican 
Angling  Club,  at  an  early  date,  which  I  will  announce 
next  week.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.— No.  1  Eastern  District.— The 
next  return  \isit  will  be  to  the  Good  Intent,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  on  Tuesday  next,  April  28.  I 
hone  we  shall  have  all  clubs  on  the  above-named  district 
well  represented.— G.  Manning. 

Association.—  Southern  District  Visiting 
List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Fri¬ 
day,  the  10th  inst.  at  the  Angler’s  Pride  Angling  Society, 
when  the  following  ten  clubs  answered  the  roll  call: 
Angler's  Pride,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Blackfriars,  Clapham  Junction,  North  Lambeth,  Pcckham 
Brothers,  Rodney,  St.  George’s,  and  W aggoners.  The  next 
visit  will  take  place  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Pitt’s  Head,  Grange-road,  S.E.;  the  date  I  will  give 
next  week.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridgc-street,  Notting-lull  Gate,  W.— The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  above  society  met  on  Monday,  April  20,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  continued. 
Your  humble  servant  produced  the  new  rules,  which  were 
printed  according  to  the  committees  instructions  and 
proved  satisfactory.  Our  next  business  was  to  elect  Mr. 
Davis  as  working  member  for  the  above  society,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  was  elected  unanimously.  I  am  very  glad 
to  say  that  our  small  society  will  increase  to  a  big 
society.  We  have  several  gentlemen’s  names  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  opening  season  proposed  to  join  us.  I  hope  all 
members  will  kindly  show  up  on  Monday  next  for  impor¬ 
tant  business  to  be  transacted.  We  were  represented  at 
the  Anglers’  Association  delegate  meeting  and  the  Golden 
Barbel  annual  return  visit,  your  humble  servant  in  the 
chair.  That  society  got  a  grand  visit,  viz.,  twenty-five 
clubs.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed  to  our 
okl  and  esteemed  visiting  officer,  Mr.  J.  Jennings.  We 
all  wish  long  life,  prosperity,  and  happiness  to  that  gentle¬ 
men,  and  I  am  sure  from  all  brother  anglers.  He  honestly 
deserves  it. — B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Clare-market.— On  Tuesday,  April  21,  we  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  present,  when  we  elected  two  new  members— 
Mr.  fl.  Aldridge  as  a  working  member,  and  W.  Paiies  a 
honorary  member.  The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  of  the  society  takes  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel 
M  liden-lane,  Co  vent  Garden,  on  May  11.  Tickets  3s. 
ft  is  also  requested  that  members  and  friends  having  pro¬ 
mised  prizes  will  send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible.— J. 
Pailes,  sec. 

Alyth  Angling  Club.— The  annual  business  meeting  of 
this  club  was  held  in  the  Commercial  Hotel,  on  Saturday 
night,  when  the  following  office-bearers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  season Mr.  Win.  Harris,  president ;  Mr.  John 
Reid,  vice-president ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Gibson,  Airlie-street, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  first  competition  was  fixed 
to  take  place  on  the  lower  Isla,  on  Saturday,  April  25. — 
G.G. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Grey¬ 
hound  Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— I  must  inform  mem¬ 
bers  that  quarterly  night  is  close  at  hand,  when  1  hope  to 
see  all  present,  on  Wednesday  next,  April  29,  as  we  have 
some  very  important  business  to  get  through.— J.  Rich, 
secretary. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road. — The  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  Wednesday  night.  Members  will  please 
note  that  I  have  received  some  programmes  for  next 
Tuesday’s  concert  at  the  Pitt's  Head,  Grange-road,  some 
can  be  obtained  at  the  club  house,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Conn’s  testimonial  will  bo  presented  to  him.  I  should 
have  liked  a  special  night  to  have  been  selected  for  this 
object,  and  the  clubs  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List 
would  then  have  made  a  special  effort  to  carry  it  through 
and  make  it  a  success.  We  hold  our  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday,  May  13.— A.  G,  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Hotel, 


Queen’s-road, Battersea.  —The fourteenth  annualdinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next, 
April 28,  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  in  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  W.  Hop¬ 
kins  vice.  Tickets  2s.  6d.  each.  Dinner  on  table  at  8.30 
sharp.— Geo.  Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  will  be  held  at  the  above  on  Tuesday, 
the  28th  inst.  Ladies  cordially  invited.  Chair  taken  at 
eight  o’clock,  by  G.  H.  Field,  Esq. ;  vice,  W.  S.  Clarke. 
Admission  by  programme  (twopence).  Members  please 
note  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May 
12.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars.— The  committee  for  the 
alteration  of  rules  were  busily  engaged  until  a  late  hour 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  and  it  is  hoped  that  next 
meeting  night  will  bring  the  work  of  revision  to  a  close. 
It  is  requested  that  members  will  attend  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible,  as  several  important  matters  will  be  discussed. — G. 
H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— The  new  secretary  has 
been  elected,  and  is  our  worthy  member,  Mr.  Small.  All 
secretaries  will  please  notice  the  change,  and  address  all 
communications  to  the  above.— D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  13,  at  club-house. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau¬ 
champ  place,  S.W.— Members  will  please  remember  that 
Wednesday,  the  29th  instant,  is  quarterly  night ;  also  that 
there  is  a  notice  of  motion  re  the  revision  of  the  rules.  It 
is  necessary  that  every  member  should  attend  this  meeting, 
as  it  is  the  most  important  in  the  season,  and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  business  to  be  got  through.— II.  Roach,  sec. 

Chelmsford  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing,  April  22nd,  the  above  society  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  their  own  headquarters,  the  Queen’s  Head  Inn,  Mr.  G. 
A.  Belshaw  presiding,  over  twenty  members  sitting  down 
to  the  capital  repast  served  in  Mr.  Harris’s  usual  faultless 
style.  Due  justice  having  been  done  to  the  excellent  fare 
provided,  the  chairman  read  the  prize  list  of  the  past 
season.  Mr.  Pattinson’s  prize— first,  Mr.  F.  Pluck  ;  second, 
H.  Runcieman ;  third,  A.  Runcieman.  Mr.  A.  Searle’s 
prize— J.  E.  Bartlett.  Mr.  J.  A.  Smee's— first,  Mr.  H.  Run¬ 
cieman  ;  second,  G.  Crow.  Mr.  J.  Thorne’s — first,  J.  E. 
Bartlett;  second,  G.  Crow.  Mr.  G.  A.  Belsham’s — A.  Run¬ 
cieman.  Mr.  Chas.  Judge’s— W.  Simmonds ;  and  Mr.  A. 
Runcienmn’s— G.  A.  Belsham.  The  club  gross  weight 
prizes  were  won  by— first,  G.  A.  Belsham ;  second,  A. 
Runcieman;  third,  J.  A.  Smee;  and  the  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  by  J.  E.  Bartlett,  gudgeon  ;  J.  B.  Turner,  bream  and 
tench  ;  F.  Pluck,  pike  and  rudd  ;  G.  A.  Belsham,  roach  and 
perch;  and  W.  Simmonds,  dace.  Some  new  members 
having  been  elected  brought  business  to  a  close,  the  rest  of 
of  the  evening  being  spent  in  song  and  toast.  The  toast  of 
the  evening  was  “Success  to  the  Chelmsford  Angling 
Society,”  which  was  enthusiastically  received,  the  chair¬ 
man  briefly  responding,  and  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem  brought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close.— 
Picato. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society.— The  inaugural  meeting 
and  concert  of  this  newly-formed  angling  club  took  place 
at  the  Cliftonville  Hotel,  ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  occupied  the  chair  in  his  usual  pleasant 
style.  A  capital  programme  had  been  arranged,  and  was 
greatly  emoyed.  The  artistes  all  being  of  the  best  order, 
it  is  needless  to  particularise.  Among  the  numerous  com¬ 
pany  were  to  be  seen  members  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Anchor  and  Hope,  Great  Northern  Brothers,  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  &c.  The  chairman  during  the  interval  stated 
that  there  was  ample  room  in  this  new  and  growing  district 
for  an  angling  club,  a  fact  which  proved  itself  by  upwards 
of  thirty  gentlemen  having  already  joined,  the  committee 
desiring  it  to  be  known  that  they  were  not  established 
for  the  taking  of  prizes  only,  but  intended  to  assist  in 
works  that  were  intended  to  benefit  and  increase  the 
sport,  and,  wishing  for  some  practical  good  to  come  out  of 
their  first  meeting,  they  made  a  collection  on  behalf  of  the 
funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  which 
realised  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  and  the  same  has  been 
duly  forwarded  to  Mr.  Brougham.  Mr.  Wade  returned 
thanks  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  gave  some  particulars 
of  the  good  work  done  by  that  society,  and  also  announced 
that  Mr.  A.  It.  Matthews  had  promised  to  read  a  paper 
entitled  “  Some  of  My  Angling  Experiences  ”  on  some 
future  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  members.— W.  W.  Andrews, 
hon.  sec. 

Cobdcn  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— It  is  with  deep  regret  1  have  to  report  the  death  of 
Mr.  J.  '1.  Camm,  our  respected  secretary,  who  died  after 
a  very  short  illness.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend 
special  ad’ourned  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  April  28,  to 
settle  very  important  business.— A.  Smith,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington,  W.— The  annual  dinner  of  this  club 
proved  a  great  success.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
J.  F.  Dawson,  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Brown.  A  first- 
class  spread  was  put  on  the  table,  which  was  done  iustice 
to,  after  which  the  prizes  were  presented,  the  recipients 
being  Messrs.  F.  Dawson  (president),  H.  E.  Young,  J. 
Morgan,  C.  Stallibrass,  H.  Wells,  R.  B.  Brown,  and  a 
special  prize  presented  by  the  members  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Nelson  for  his  kindness  at  the  piano  during  the  last  few 
years.  The  toasts  of  the  evening  were  “The  Corinthian 
Angling  Club,”  “The  Visitors,”  “The  Central  Association 
of  Angling  Clubs,”  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Kelly, 

“  vice-president  of  the  same.”  Several  other  toasts  fol¬ 
lowed,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  being  passed  in 
harmony.  A  special  general  meeting  is  called  by  Mr. 
Morgan  for  Wednesday  next,  April  22.  The  secretary’s  re¬ 
signation  at  8.30  p.m. 

I  Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

At  a  special  meeting  Mr.  L.  Stallibrass  was  elected  hon. 
sec.  for  the  ensuing  year,  after  a  lengthened  discussion  of 
the  members.  All  matters  referring  to  the  club  must  be 
addressed  to  him  in  future. — Are.  Evans,  sec. 

Dundee  Angling  Society.  — Dundee  working  men 
have  begun  the  season,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Canmore  (Forfar)  Club,  and  last  Monday  their  first  outing 
took  place,  being  the  second  occasion  in  the  North.  The 
following  were  the  best  baskets  First  prize  (Collier 
Challenge  Cup),  John  Robertson,  91b.  12oz. ;  second  prize, 
J.  M.  Smith,  51b.  31oz.  ;  third  prize,  William  Black, 
51b.  2ioz.  ;  fourth  prize,  James  Davidson,  11b.  13oz. ;  fifth 
prize,  George  Aimer,  31b.  15oz. ;  sixth  prize,  M.  Beaton, 
21b.  lHoz.  Six  heaviest  trout,  J.  Robertson,  41b.  llioz. — 
G.  M." 

Earlsficlil  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
tield,  S.W.— Kindly  insert  the  following  under  this  week’s 
club  reports.  I  wish  to  remind  all  members  and  friends 
of  the  paper  to  be  read  by  Mr.  Shrubsole  before  this  society  I 


on  Wednesday  next,  April  29,  1891,  when  all  anglers  who 
could  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome;  the  title  of  the  paper  will  be  “Fly  Fishing  for 
Chub  on  the  Medway.”  The  chair  wiil  be  taken  by  Mr. 
E.  Burkett  at  8.30.  sharp,  and  a  smoking  concert  will  be 
held  later.  The  annual  supper  of  this  society  will’be  held  on 
June  3,  when  the  prizes  which  have  been  won  during  the 
year  will  be  distributed.— R.  W.  Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  40,  Ledbury  - 
street,  Bayswater.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
Wednesday  for  special  business  at  8.30  sharp.— F.  W. 
Tiller. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park 
N.-We  had  a  special  meeting  on  Monday  last,  when  there 
Vas  a  fair  muster  of  members  present.  The  distribution 
6f  prizes  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  4.  Our  annual  supper 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  12,  and  I  hope  all  mem¬ 
bers  and  any  friends  that  may  like  to  come  will  let  me  know 
on  or  before  May  4,  so  that  1  can  give  the  number  to  our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Franks.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the 
death  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  H.  Lake,  who  died  on  Friday 
April  17,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  nearly  four  months.  As 
good  a  man  as  ever  handled  a  roach  pole  ;  may  he  rest  in 
peace.  The  funeral  takes  place  on  Saturday  at  Finchley. 
—A.  Payne,  sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  YTork  Minster, 
Foley-strect,  Portland-road-— The  return  visit  (Western 
District)  took  place  at  the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  April 
21,  and  was,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  a  great  success,  twenty- 
five  clubs  being  represented,  including  the  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  Burton  Piscatorials,  Seymour  Brothers,  St. 
John’s  Wood,  and  Great  Eastern  A.S.,  the  chair  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Abrahams  (Allason  United  A.S.)  The  roll 
was  called  at  11.30  by  our  esteemed  visiting  officer,  Mr. 
Jennings,  who  announced  the  result  amid  great  acclama¬ 
tion,  and  afterwards  made  a  most  telling  oration  on  behalf 
of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent,  and  I  must  say  if  he  would 
duly  beg  as  hard  for  himself  as  he  does  for  the  societo  I 
have  no  doubt  he  could  retire  in  a  very  short  time.— 
E.  Henrie. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  fornightly  meeting 
was  held  on  the  16th  instant.  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  occupied  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  con¬ 
firmed.  Messrs.  William  Hunt  and  F.  W.  Croker  were 
elected  to  audit  the  society’s  accounts  for  the  past  year. 
The  prizes  for  1890  and  1891  were  awarded  to  Messrs. 
Wood,  A.  J.  Bryant,  Sandilands,  II.  C.  Bryant,  Salisbury, 
Rich,  J.  II.  Ryder,  J.  Tagg.  The  business  of  the  evening 
having  been  iinished,  the  second  monthly  concert  was 
held.  Some  first-class  songs  and  music  were  rendered  by 
Messrs.  Chuter,  Nunn,  J.  H.  Rich,  Bateman,  Brockwell,  &c. 
Mr.  George  Hewitt  acted  as  accompanist.  The  ninth 
annual  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Thursday,  May  7.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  the 
president  at  8.30  p.m. — W.  K. 

Grantham  Angling  Association.— The  annual  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  Dysart  Cafe,  Grantham,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Mr.  Samuel  Scothcrn  presiding.  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  The  report  showed  a  balance  of 
£10  11s.  81.  During  the  year  the  number  of  members  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty -six,  being  the  greatest  number  since 
the  formation  of  the  association.  Earl  Brownlow  was  un¬ 
animously  re-elected  president,  Mr.  S.  Scothern  and  Mr. 
Field,  chairman  and  vice  chairman,  and  Mr.  Hallam, 
treasurer.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilkinson  was  appointed  secretary 
at  a  salary  of  two  guineas. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  last  Tuesday  (Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  in  the  chair), 
a  new  member  was  elected.  A  party  of  twenty-six  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  had  been  to  Southend  sea  fishing,  and 
returned  to  the  club-room  about  nine  o’clock  to  weigh  in 
their  catch.  Nino  members  only  weighed  in,  with  the 
following  results :— Mr.  Birch  took  the  first  prize  of  books 
worth  a  guinea,  with  the  best  three  fish,  weighing 31b.  3oz.; 
Mr.  Fletcher,  the  second  prize  of  fishing  tackle,  worth  a 
guinea,  with  the  next  best  three,  weighing  21b.  8Joz. ;  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  the  third  prize,  of  sea.fisning  tackle,  worth 
lialt’-a  guinea,  with  the  next  best  three,  weighing  21b.  8oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Jones,  the  fourth  prize  of  sea  fishing  tackle,  worth 
haif-a-guinea,  for  the  best  single  fish  weighing  lib.  The 
fish  consisted  principally  of  flounders,  and  the  total  weight 
caught  by  the  nine  members  who  exhibited  was  481b.  llioz. 
The  model  of  a  Japanese  fishing  boat  presented  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Jonas,  some  time  back,  was  on  the  table, 
and  the  donor  offered  to  provide  a  glass  case  for  it.  The 
last  smoking  concert  of  the  season  will  be  given  next 
Tuesday,  at  eight  o’clock,  and  a  very  varied  programme 
has  been  arranged,  with  some  exceptionally  good  talent. 
Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— There  will  be  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  above  next  Tuesday  evening,  the  28th  inst., 
when  1  hope  to  see  every  member  in  his  place  for  very 
important  business.— Snail 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Pop- 
ham-road.— At  our  meeting  on  Thursday  last  it  was 
arranged  to  have  our  annual  club  supper  on  Thursday, 
May  7,  when  the  books  must  cleared  on  or  before  the 
night,  or  members  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  supper.  Any 
angling  friends  wishing  to  join  us  can  do  so  by  applying  to 
the  secretary  or  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Rowe.  Tickets 
2s.  6d.  each. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pontonville-road.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  agood  muster  of  members,  and  a  lot  of  business  was 
gone  through.  It  was  arranged  that  our  ninth  annual 
supper  take  place  on  June  1,  and  I  hope  the  members  will 
do  their  utmost  to  make  it  a  success.  All  friends  who  have 
given  prizes  to  the  above  will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding 
the  same  between  this  and  the  above  date.— W.  Watling, 
secretary. 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 

Arms,  Bedford-strect,  Ainpthill-square,  N.W.— On  Mon¬ 
day  next,  April  27,  we  have  a  return  visit  on  the  Central 
Association,  we  cordially  invite  brother  anglers  and 
friends.  All  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  for  the  last 
season  will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  same  here  with¬ 
in  the  next  fortnight. — VV.  Brown,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen’s- 
road,  Liverpool.— At  a  committee  hneeting  called  for  the 
special  purpose,  the  various  changes  and  alterations  made 
in  the  rules  and  regulations  from  time  to  time  since  the 
last  revision  of  rules  in  July,  1889,  were  gone  through  and 
collated,  and  when  approved  will  be  printed  for  the 
information  of  members.  At  the  ordinary  weekly- 
meeting  it  was  resolved  that  the  motion  to  have  a  day’s 
fishing  in  the  Vyrnwy  on  the  23rd  be  rescinded,  and  that 
the  excursion  be  to  Northwich  instead.  Mr.  Travis  re¬ 
ported  that  Mr.  Pennington  had  put  seven  hundred  gud¬ 
geon  in  the  bait  pond  near  the  Knowsley  water.  This  is  a 
remarkably  smart  performance  by  Mr.  P.,  who  well 
deserved  the  hearty  vote  of  thanks  unanimously  passed  to 
him.  In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Pride  of 
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Derby  Angling  Society,  in  respect  to  the  action  of 
Boards  of  Conservators  in  the  matter  of  coarse  llsh,  the 
secretary  was  authorised  to  say  that  we  would  assist  in 
any  way  they  might  point  out.— R.  Woolf  all. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry's- walk,  Ball’s  Pond -road.— We  had  a  good  muster 
on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  J.  Dyer,  president,  in  the  chair. 
It  is  arranged  for  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Association,  to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  5, 
when  we  hope  to  see  all  angling  friends  who  can  make  it 
convenient  to  come,  when  they  will  be  heartily  welcome. 
— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— On  Thursday,  April  23,  Mr.  W.  Bassett  took  the 
chair,  and  l  am  pleased  to  say  that  ten  new  members  were 
elected,  and  another  one  proposed.  So  far  no  trout  have 
been  brought  to  the  club-house,  but  with  the  advent  of 
more  propitious  weather  no  doubt  we  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  gazing  on  a  few  of  these  beautiful  fish.  There 
are  two  prizes,  a  guinea  and  half-a-guinea  for  the  heaviest 
fish  taken.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  sec. 

North  Eastern  Angling  Society.  City  Arms,  6, 
Blomfleld-street,  London-wall,  E.C. — We  met  on  Thurs¬ 
day  for  business  for  the  first  time  for  some  weeks  our 
secretary  being  with  us  after  a  severe  illness.  I  hope  all 
members  will  show  up  next  meeting  night.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  Mr.  Rook  and  I  called  in  the  Gresham  Club  and 
was  cordially  received  and  shown  the  pike  that  was  taken 
from  Dobb’s  Weir,  last  February ;  it  is  a  very  fine  fish,  and 
there  are  some  other  very  fine  cases  to  be  seen  well  worth 
a  visit  from  any  of  our  members.  Gentlemen  wishing  to 
join  our  society  please  call  on  Thursday  evening  at  nine 
o'clock  to  above  address.— W.  Watson. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-hill.— On  the  21st  inst.,  the  above  club  was 
represented  by  the  Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Club,  and, 
I  believe,  at  the  Golden  Barbel  A.C.,  on  the  same  evening. 
I  wish  to  request  the  members  of  the  committee  to  attend 
as  often  as  possible  at  our  weekly  meeting,  so  as  to  forward 
the  new  rules  as  soon  as  possible.— J.  G.  Lee. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Green  Man, 
Cambridge-road,  E.— On  Thursday  next,  April  30,  Mr. 
Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  will  read  a  paper  at  the  above,  on 
“  Chub  and  Dace  Fishing  ”  with  the  anglers  and  friends 
cordially  invited.  Mr.  \V.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president  of 
the  Anglers  Association,  will  take  the  chair  at  8.30. 
Members  of  the  above  are  reminded  that  Thursday,  May 
7,  will  be  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes.  All  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  not  sent  in  their  prizes  arc  requested  to 
do  so  in  time. — E.  Brockett. 

Perth  Angling  Club.— The  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  above  club  was  held  in  the  burgh  court  room  on 
Thursday  night.  The  treasurer’s  annual  report  was  sub¬ 
mitted  and  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion.  Office-bearers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as 
follows . — President,  Mr.  George  Howat ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch ;  secretary,  Mr.  D.  M.  Stuart;  commit¬ 
tee,  Messrs.  Grant,  W.  B.  Thomson,  W.  W.  Keay,  G.  H. 
Farmer,  G.  P.  K.  Young,  A.  B.  Rutherford,  and  Sergeant 
Turnbull.  The  competitions  on  Loch  Leven  were  fixed  to 
take  place  on  28th  May,  29th  June,  and  19th  August.  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch  was  elected  to  represent  the  club  at  the 
national  competition  on  Loch  Leven  on  13th  June. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  the  Latimer  Arms,  Waimer- 
road,  W. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  Wednesday,  April  15,  when  thirty  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  a  good  repast  provided  by  our 
worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Singer.  After  the  usual  toasts,'  har¬ 
mony  was  commenced,  with  Sam  Randle  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Crawforth  vice.  The  following  gentlemen  obliged  :— 
Messrs.  Dave  Foster,  Mr.  Morgan,  Phil  Sams,  Crawforth, 
Pearce,  Bedford,  and  other  members  and  friends.  Prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Pearce,  Bradshaw,  Lowe,  Edwards, 
Morgan,  Cook,  Fathers,  Messenger,  junior,  Messenger, 
senior,  P.  Sams,  Sellars,  Hodges,  and  Thorburn.  Prizes  to 
the  value  of  E5  and  a  silver  cup  were  given  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  season.  Special  meeting,  April  30.— F.  G.  Pearce, 
secretary. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— At  our  last  meeting  we  started  on  revising 
our  rules,  and  we  shall  finish  the  same  on  Wednesday 
next.  Members  that  are  in  arrears  are  respectfully  in¬ 
formed  that  the  audit  will  take  place  the  first  meeting 
night  in  May.  I  hope  they  will  clear  the  books  before  that 
time. — E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road. — Notice — Those  members  who  have 
not  attended  at  the  club-house  lately  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  without  fail,  and  oblige,  S.  Cane, 
secretary. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — The  members  met  on  the  16th  in 
strong  muster  for  general  business.  The  most  important 
item  on  agenda  paper  was  the  election  of  a  new  secretary 
in  the  place  of  our  esteemed  brother,  W.  Shcad,  who, 
through  pressure  of  business,  has  had  to  vacate  that  posi¬ 
tion.  Mr.  R.  Spenceley  was  duly  elected  by  ballot  to  fill 
that  position.  The  next  business  was  stating  the  date  of 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  which  was 
settled  to  take  place  on  June  1.  Members  and  friends  who 
have  promised  prizes  would  favour  me  by  sending  them 
on  as  soon  as  possible.— R.  Spenceley. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Walworth 
Waltonians  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  St.  Paul’s  Tavern, 
Westmoreland-road.  For  date  see  their  club  report.— A. 
Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  Ives  Angling  Association.— The  annual  dinner 
was  held  at  the  Corn  Exchange  on  Wednesday,  the 
company  being  unprecedentedly  large.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr,  Howard  Coote,  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  who  was  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Hon.  A. 
E.  Fellowes,  M.P.,  Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  Mr.  F.  Warren  (Mayor), 
and  a  large  number  of  local  anglers.  The  toast  of  the 
I ,ord  Lieutenant  (the  Earl  of  Sandwich)  was  proposed  by 
the  Mayor.  His  lordship,  in  reply,  spoke  of  the  interest  ho 
took  in  sports  of  all  kinds,  and  referring  to  fishing  matters 
explained  the  act  ion  he  had  taken  in  the  formation  of  the 
Fishing  Board.  The  question  of  the  condition  of  the  river 
was  an  important  one,  not  only  for  fishing,  but  for  trade, 
health,  and  recreation.  The  present  state  of  the  navigation 
was  an  absolute  disgrace.  It  was  a  monstrous  shame  that 
people  were  unable  to  get  about  the  river,  and  he  should  do 
all  in  his  power  to  get  the  state  of  things  rectified,  and  the 
river  made  navigable.  The  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellowes,  M.P.  for 
the  division,  in  reply  to  the  toast  of  his  health,  said  he  was 
glad  to  do  what  he  could  in  support  of  the  society.  Com¬ 
paring  an  angler  with  a  candidate  for  Parliamentary 
honours,  he  thought  the  angler  had  the  best  of  it  for  health 
and  pure  atmosphere.  Mr.  Fellowes  concluded  by  giving 
some  amusing  accounts  of  his  own  fishing  exploits.  Sir 
Edmund  Birkbeck  proposed  “Success  to  St.  Ives  Angling 


Society,  lie  strongly  urged  putting  down  poaching,  and 
warned  them  not  to  introduce  strange  fish  without  knowing 
their  habits,  or  the  most  disastrous  results  might  follow. 
The  following  prizes  were  then  distributed  :— Pike.— 1  and 
special,  Mr.  G.  Hewson,  weight  81b.  14oz. ;  2,  Mr.  G.  R. 
James,  81b.  lOoz. ;  3,  Mr.  S.  G.  Jarman,  71b.  5oz. ;  special  for 
best  aggregate  weight,,  Mr.  W.  J.  Best,  seventeen  fish,  741b. 

¥ erch- — 1,  Mr.  C.  J  ohnstone,  weight  lib.  21oz. ;  2,  Mr. 
G.  It.  James,  15oz. ;  3,  Mr.  G.  A.  Smith,  lioz.  Chub.  1,  Mr. 
W.  II.  Mence,  weight  41b.  4oz. ;  2,  Mr.  J.  Fowell,  41b. ;  3, 
Mr.  h.J.  Kitsell,  31b.  lOoz.  Roach. — 1,  Mr.  E.  Collinson, 
weight  lib.  2oz. ;  2,  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  lib.  3oz. ;  special  for 
best  roach  taken  in  July,  won  by  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  lib. 
■*oz- !  special  for  best  roach  taken  in  August,  won  by  Mr. 
E.  Collinson,  151oz.  Sundries. — Prize-takers,  1,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Prest,  for  golden  carp,  weighing  71b.  lOoz. ;  2,  Mr.  J.  Kitsall, 
salmon  peel,  21b.  12oz. ;  3,  Mr.  C.  W.  Northrop,  tench,  lib. 
5oz.  >  Mr.  G.  Chapman,  rudd,  lib.  13oz. ;  5,  Master  A. 
Kitsall,  dace,  Coz. ;  6,  ladies’  prize,  won  by  Mrs.  S.  Jarman, 
with  a  perch ;  consolation  prize,  won  by  Master  E.  Collin¬ 
son,  with  a  perch,  12£oz. ;  special  prize,  won  by  Mr.  M. 
Noble,  a  dace,  4oz.  Total  fish  weighed  in  for  the  year  :— 
Pike,  1811b,  2oz. ;  perch,  41b.  2oz. ;  chub,  221b.  lOoz. ;  roach, 
51b.  4oz. ;  bream,  2271b.  5oz. ;  sundries,  231b. ;  tournament, 
lib.  14foz. ;  total,  4651b.  51oz.— J.  W. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— Tuesday 
next,  April  28,  a  special  meeting  will  take  place  to  arrange 
for  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  proposed  to 
take  place  on  Thursday,  May  7.  Donors  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  prizes  as  early  as  possible.  Members  in 
arrears  will  oblige  by  settling  up  on  Tuesday  next.— H.  It. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross. — Wo  had  a  fair  attendance  on  the  21st, 
Mr.  A.  Ling  in  the  chair,  assisted  by  Mr.  Morring.  I  wish 
to  remind  members  that  this  is  the  final  notice  that  the 
books  must  be  cleared  by  Tuesday,  the  28th,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  present  to  make  the  arrangements  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  prizes.— H.  C.  IIaurel. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.-  On  Wednesday  last,  April  22,  at  a  well- 
attended  meeting  Messrs.  A.  Bowdon,  R.  Harling,  A. 
Harling,  A.  Corras,  and  It.  W.  Land  were  balloted  for  and. 
duly  elected  members.  I  beg  to  remind  those  members 
who  were  not  present  that  our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
on  W ednesday,  May  6,  so  that  if  they  intend  coming  they 
must  let  me  or  the  treasurer  know  by  Wednesday  next. 
— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  night  on  Wednesday  next, 
April  29,  hoping  to  have  a  good  attendance  on  that  night. 
— R.  Lowther,  sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green  Man, 
High-street,  Plumstead.— On  Thursday,  the  16th  inst.,  we 
had  our  annual  dinner,  when  about  sixty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread.  After  dinner  the 
usual  toasts  being  given,  our  president,  C.  Jolly,  Esq.,  pre¬ 
sented  the  prizes  won  during  the  last  season,  the  order  of 
the  winners  being  as  follows  Messrs.  Hicks,  first ;  Cress- 
well,  second ;  Davis,  third  ;  Hart,  fourth  ;  Grimwood, 
fifth  ;  Starling,  sixth  ;  Howcroft,  seventh  ;  Reed,  eighth  ; 
Chapman,  ninth  ;  Brinton,  tenth  ;  Hadler,  eleventh  ; 
Stevenson,  twelfth  ;  Shipstone,  thirteenth  ;  Meads,  four¬ 
teenth  ;  Courts,  fifteenth ;  and  Smith,  sixteenth.  There 
was  a  very  large  attendance  of  anglers  and  friends  to 
hear  Mr.  Shrubsole  read  his  paper  on  “Chub  and  Dace 
Fishing,”  but  he  never  turned  up,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
this  is  not  the  first  time  he  has  disappointed  us.  However 
we  spent  a  jolly  evening,  and  everyone  voted  it  a  success. 
W e  have  some  good  prizes  for  next  season.—  W.  Steven¬ 
son,  secretary. 

Ye.Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society,  Earl  Derby, 
King  Ed  ward-road,  South  Hackney. — The  usual  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  22nd  inst.,  Mr. 
Shears  in  the  chair,  when  routine  business  was  transacted. 
All  members  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  6th  May,  when  the  subject  of  a 
club  dinner,  to  be  held  on  or  about  Wednesday,  3rd  June, 
will  be  discussed,  and  the  help  of  each  member  is  necessai*y 
to  secure  a  success.— H.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 
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£3'  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  too  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  „  Putney.  75  ,,  „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80  „  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  „  ,,  Barnes.  y85  ,,  ,,  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  April  25 .  2.37  2.52 

Sunday,  ,,  26 .  3.  9  .  3.25 

Monday,  „  27 . 3.41  3.58 

Tuesday,  ,,  28 .  4.16  4.33 

Wednesday,  ,,  29 .  4.53  5.13 

Thursday,  .,  30 . 5.34  5.59 

Friday,  May  1 . 6.27  6.58 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  five 
hundred  yearling  perch,  which  has  been  reported  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  ordered  from  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor,  arrived 
at  Kingston  on  Thursday  afternoon  in  last  week,  consigned 
to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
and  were  in  splendid  condition.  On  the  following  day  Mr. 
Nuthall,  accompanied  by  his  cousin,  Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall, 
J.P.,  one  of  the  society’s  liberal  donors,  and  two  of  the 
river-keepers,  William  Douglas  and  John  Davis,  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  a  steam  launch  with  the  youngsters  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  in  the  most  suitable 
places.  I  regret  from  my  recent  severe  loss  I  was  unable 
to  go  with  them,  and  with  other  duties  to  porform  in  the 
collection  of  subscriptions,  as  the  financial  year  ends  on 
the  30th.  The  first  consignment  was  made  in  tho  famous 
Town’s  End  Hole  at  Kingston,  and  the  rest  in  care¬ 
fully  selected  spots  at  Thames  Ditton,  Hampton  Court, 


Hampton,  Walton,  Halliford,  Shepperton,  Weybridge,  and 
Chertscy.  At  the  latter  place  they  were  met  by  appoint¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  the  Society’s  honorary 
river-keeper,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Ilebburn,  both  being  con 
nected  w.tn  the  Chertsey  Angling  Association,  and  in  apor 
tion  of  river  selected  by  them  they  were  carefully  turned  in 
by  Mr.  Armstrong.  This  most  important  movement  by 
the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  is  attended  with  consider¬ 
able  expense  in  the  purchase  and  carriage  of  the  fish,  and 
being  fresh  blood  will  prove  of  great  value  to  the  Thames. 
Well  may  Mr.  Nuthall  conclude  his  report  to  me,  “What 
about  the  angling  clubs  who  do  not  subscribe?  Did  they 
not  ought  to  be  ashamed,  as  anglers,  to  allow  such  work  to 
be  carried  out  without  giving  anything?”  I  am  in  great 
hopes  the  angling  clubs  are  beginning  to  accord  a  more 
hearty  support  to  the  preservation  and  protection  of  the 
Thames  fishery,  and  such  assistance  ought  to  bo  their  first 
consideration.  Mr.  Nuthall  will  soon  have  under  his 
special  charge  the  20,000  ova  of  Scotch  perch,  and  he  is  in 
great  hopes  of  a  successful  result.  Whatever  opinions 
may  exist  in  reference  to  the  Sunbury  stream,  he  will  not 
be  daunted  in  his  work,  and  he  ought  to  be  supported  in 
it.— B. 

Hampton  Court.— Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  fishing  at  the 
Gallery  swim,  on  Tuesday  last,  with  the  veteran  William 
Milbourne,  caught  a  very  handsome  trout,  weighing  10Ub., 
in  fine  condition.  During  the  last  fortnight  a  large 
quantity  of  Thames  dace  have  gone  up  the  Mole  for  spawn- 
ingpurposes,  and  theirsafety  hasgiven  great  anxiety  to  the 
T.A.P.S.  keepers,  who  have  been  constantly  on  the  watch. 
They  have  now  done  spawning,  and  dropped  back  safely 
into  tho  Thames  again. 

Sunbury.— Mr.  Lukyn  has  caught  a  nice  trout  of  41b. 

Shepperton.— Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing  on  Wednes¬ 
day  with  George  Itosewell,  caught  two  trout,  one  of  41b., 
which  was  retained,  and  a  smaller  one  of  21b.,  which  was 
put  back  again  ;  and  on  a  previous  day  Mr.  R.  S.  Smith, 
with  the  same  fisherman,  one  of  3£lb. 

Chertsey.— Mr.  Plows  has  been  successful  in  getting  a 
pretty  little  fish  of  31b.  5Joz. 

Upper  Thames. — The  cold  and  cheerless  aspect  of  the 
Upper  Thames  during  the  past  week  has  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  both  fish  and  anglers.  Nothing  whatever  has 
been  done  in  the  trout  way  worthy  of  record.  The  river 
surroundings  are  beginning  to  look  “screaming”  in  their 
budding  green  new  toggery,  but  anglers,  although  lovers, 
as  a  rule,  of  nature,  prefer  the  scream  of  a  reel  and  the  tug 
of  a  fighting  trout  to  all  other  attractions.  In  a  ramble 
yesterday  (Wednesday)  of  some  six  miles  along  the  river, 
I  did  notespy  one  angler  at  work  on  the  wind-swept  water, 
and  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  for  fish  in  the  present 
state  of  tho  elements  will  not  feed.  I  was  hoping  that 
warm  and  genial  weather  would  have  been  here  before 
this  and  given  anglers  a  chance  of  success  before  the 
pleasure  traffic  takes  much  of  it  away,  but  there  is  yet 
time  before  Whitsuntide,  so  at  any  rate  “  let  us  pray.” — 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— Prospects  of  trout  fishing  are  not 
very  encouraging  at  present.  It  threatens  for  rain,  which 
would  do  good,  then  I  expect  it  will  be  warmer.  I  have 
been  out  a  few  times,  and  not  till  the  15th  did  I  see  a  fish  go 
for  a  bait.  Was  with  Mr.  Geen  on  the  15th,  he  caught  two 
fish  with  an  invention  of  his  own,  the  new  spiral  minnow; 
the  largest  was  a  beauty  61b.,  the  other  a  poor  fish  re¬ 
turned.— G.  Lumsden. 

[Received  too  late  for  last  week.] 

Thames  (Windsor).— The  swallows,  which  now  flit  o’er 
the  surface  of  the  river,  met  with  a  cold  reception  on 
arrival,  and  must  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure  food,  as 
insect  life,  owing  to  the  cold  wind,  is  very  scarce.  A  few 
hours’  warmth  wouldhatchout  myriads,  when  insectivorous 
birds  and  fish  would  be  extremely  busy.  I  have  had  two 
rambles  up  the  river,  but  without  seeing  a  fish  move, 
though  since  my  last  four  have  been  caught,  all  from  the 
Windsor  Weir  stream— a  stranger  taking  a  brace  whilst 
spinning  with  gudgeon,  largest  41b.,  smallest,  21b. ;  Mr.  A. 
White,  of  Windsor,  one,  3Rb. ;  and  a  local  angler,  one  of 
21b.  I  am  told  of  several  in  various  parts,  some  being  very 
handsome  sizes  from  the  description  given.  By-the-bye, 
the  brace  of  trout,  61b.  and  21b.,  caught  last  week  with  a 
“  Geen  ”  spiral  minnow,  I  understand  now  were  taken  by 
the  inventor,  Mr.  Geen,  who  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
killing  a  brace  of  Thames  trout,  which  are  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  to  capture  of  all  salmonidce—  at  least  those  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  classical  Eton  are.  As  usual  this  time 
of  year  many  jack  have  been  caught  and  returned.  Writ¬ 
ing  of  jack  reminds  me  that  lately  a  fish  of  about  41b.  was 
picked  up  dead,  and  several  noticed  in  a  sickly  state  caused 
by  the  deposit  in  our  river,  near  the  Windsor  Ferry,  of  ions 
of  town  rubbish,  which,  when  a  heavy  rain  visits  us,  will 
send  out  such  a  decoction  of  all  which  is  impure,  that 
anglers  may  expect  to  find  many  hundreds  of  fish  similarly 
poisoned.  In  my  schoolboy  days  many  along,  deep  draught 
of  our  once  crystal  stream  have  I  imbibed  without  ill  effect, 
but  should  have  to  be  desperately  thirsty  now  to  even  take 
a  sip  of  it.  Since  the  introduction  of  launches  and  house¬ 
boats  I  have  looked  upon  the  Thames  as  a  well  polluted 
river,  but  when  town  rubbish,  which  embraces  every 
imaginable  filth,  is  allowed  to  be  shot  in  daily  by  the  ton,  it 
is  time  something  was  done  to  prevent  it.  Anglers  area 
patient,  quiet  folk,  but  this  outrage  on  their  noble  river 
will,  I  hope,  stir  some  of  them  to  action.  It  will  be  interest¬ 
ing  some  day  to  see  how  the  individual  fares  who  should 
be  caught  putting  into  the  river  a  pailful  of  that  which  is 
being  daily  carted  to  the  river-side  and  shot  in.  Whilst 
to  prevent  the  disgraceful  sight  of  floating  debris  as  wit¬ 
nessed  last  week,  hurdles  have  now  been  placed  round  it 
to  prevent  the  more  buoyant  stuff  floating  away.— B.  R. 
Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  weather  is  now  pleasant  and 
spring-like,  but  with  cold  easterly  winds,  which  retard  the 
hatching  of  aquatic  flies.  A  few  land  flies  are  basking  in 
the  sunshine,  and  when  these  are  blown  upon  the  waters 
they  are  at  once  devoured  by  the  fish.  There  is  some  talk 
of  re-stocking  a  few  of  the  local  becks.  One  or  two  small 
lots  only  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers  since  Easter.— 
Thomas  Ford. 

Coin  (Fairiord,  Gloucestershire).— Some  good  sport 
has  been  had  here  during  the  past  week,  the  weather 
having  on  the  whole  been  fine,  though  for  several  days 
we  had  a  nasty  choppy  cast  wind  blowing.  The  trout 
have  been  rising  freely  to  the  Olive  and  Blue  Duns,  and 
some  good  fish  have  been  killed.  On  Saturday  a  medical 
from  town  secured  his  brace  and  a  half,  two  of  which 
were  two  pounders.  He  lost,  besides,  another  whopper, 
through  slipping  over  a  stump  when  he  had  him  nearly 
settled.  On  the  same  day  a  local  cleric  killed,  amongst 
other  fish,  a  fine  one  of  21b.  9oz.  that  showed  him  some 
good  sport.  He  caught  it  on  fine  tackle  and  in  shallow 
water.  The  fish  would  have  been  a  beauty  by  May-fly 
time ;  as  it  is,  we  believe  it  is  the  second  best  recorded  for 
this  water,  21b.  14oz.  being  the  topper.  “  Doctor,"  on 
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Saturday,  secured  his  brace,  besides  losing  two  or  three 
big  ’uns  in  “  Meg.  ’  On  Monday,  near  Shy  Hole,  we  saw 
between  thirty  and  forty  good  trout  rising  about  noon. 
Lower  down,  below  Radcliffe  Mead,  some  big  fish  were 
moving  about.  Below  Painter’s  Bridge  the  fish  are  quiet 
at  present,  though  two  or  three  nice  ones  have  been  had 
there.  Amongst  other  sport  last  week  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  hunt  down  and  secure  a  big  jack  of  some  71b. 
weight  that  had  been  playing  sad  havoc  in  the  shallows— 
he  was  better  out  of  this  water.  The  river  banks  arc  be¬ 
ginning  to  put  on  their  spring  attire  and  to  look  attractive 
with  the  bright  celandine  and  kingcups,  whilst  the  cuckoo 
pint  is  here  and  there  showing  up  its  delicate  flowers. 
The  song  of  numerous  wild  birds  may  also  be  daily  heard 
on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  innumerable  swallows 
skimming  over  its  surface  tell  us  that  the  fly  is  plentiful. 
Piscator. 

Chichester.— The  harbour  fishing  at  Chichester  harbour 
is  somewhat  improving  with  more  favourable  weather. 
During  the  cold  easterly  winds,  although  smelt  were  up 
in  quantities  they  were  not  feeding.  A  few  codling  have 
been  seen,  and  several  sea  trout  taken  by  the  nets-men. 
From  a  letter  received  from  East  Sussex,  I  find  that  in 
some  districts  the  trout  have  survived  the  frost,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mayfield,  eight  and  a-half  brace 
were  taken  in  a  day’s  outing.  Chub  are  giving  sport  on 
the  Ouse,  and  a  few  roach  are  taking  ;  but  it  is  not  sports¬ 
manlike  now  they  are  spawning.  The  Brighton  Anglers’ 
Association  will  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  an  early  date. 
The  prize  winners  for  specimen  fish  taken  last  season  were 
Messrs.  George  Pain,  Lawrence,  and  A.  Stapleton.  Dace 
are  recovering  from  spawning,  yet  some  anglers  will 
persist  in  taking  them  in  and  out  of  condition.— George 
F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— Up  until  time  of  writing  the 
weather  has  been  fine  and  warm,  with  westerly  and  south¬ 
westerly  wind,  and  although  the  fish  might  be  in  better 
condition  they  have  risen  well.  The  March  Brown  and 
the  Blue  Dun  have,  perhaps,  given  the  best  results.  I 
have  good  reasons  for  thinking  one  at  least  of  the  lime 
poachers  is  in  prison,  though  not  on  that  charge.  It  is  a 
great  comfort  these  sort  of  blackguards  cannot  keep  out 
of  mischief,  so  if  they  weather  you  on  one  tack  you  are 
sure  to  pin  them  on  another.  Sea  fishing  has  been  very 
good  until  to-day,  when  the  wind  has  again  gone  to  the 
east,  and  looks  like  remaining  there.  A  fine  sturgeon  was 
caught  in  the  trawl  net  close  to  Port  Ewin.  I  did  not  see 
it  or  would  have  had  it  weighed.  However,  it  was  4ft.  6in. 
long.  They  are  very  rare  on  our  coasts.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributar  ies.— The  Rev.  J.  Barrington  Mills 
has  had  several  brace  daily  with  the  Mulberry  Bumble, 
&c.,  from  the  Oakover  water,  and  twenty-eight  brace 
during  the  previous  week  from  the  length  above  Dovedale, 
and  the  Rev.  W.  Miller  bagged  four  and  a-half  brace  on 
Thursday  from  the  Dovedale  length,  inclusive  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  meadow  length  in  the  Broadlow  Ash  water. 
These,  in  three  hours,  with  Greenwell’s  Glory  and  Wood¬ 
cock  Black.  Mr.  Prince  has  taken  several  dishes  of  four 
and  five  brace  with  the  Derby  Killer,  also  fr  om  the  Dove¬ 
dale  water,  since  our  last.  This  Sis  the  total  so  far  as  we 
have  heard  that  has  been  had  in  the  teeth  of  the  east  wind, 
that  has  been  blowing  for  so  long,  and  which  is  still  at  it.— 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— Cold  dry  winds  prevail,  but 
the  sky  is  generally  clear  and  bright.  The  river  is  rather 
low  now,  and  not  favourable  to  good  sport.  Only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  so  far,  and  all  the  baskets  have 
been  small.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  tideway 
near  Ruswarp,  and  though  the  .fish  are  somewhat'poor 
they  are  better  than  what  might  be  expected.  Warm 
weather  end  plenty  of  rain  are  much  wanted.— J.  J. 
Jackson. 

Greta  (near  Barnard  Castle).— On  the  18th,  Mr.  Dent 
and  friend  got  a  small  catch,  but  they  were  only  small  fish. 
The  big  trout  will  not  move  till  we  have  warmth  and  a 
cessation  of  snow  showers.— I.  H.  R. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  continuance  of  the  cold 
weather  puts  comfortable  angling,  and  even  the  chance  of 
decent  sport,  out  of  the  question.  The  trout  streams  are 
retty  well  deserted,  and  even  if  anglers  were  doing  their 
est,  I  fear  little  would  be  accomplished.  The  waters  are 
still  low  and  fine,  and  there  is  no  surface  feeding  among 
the  fish  as  yet  that  I  can  hear  of.  Anglers  will  do  well  to 
possess  their  souls  in  patience. — L. 

Lake  District.— Reports  from  different  quarters  in  this 
district  differ  materially  as  regards  sport,  though  there  is 
perfect  unanimity  in  respect  to  the  weather.  Last  week 
I  stated  that  at  the  time  of  writing  a  gentle  rain  was  falling, 
with  the  prospect  of  “  more  to  follow.”  In  this  I  was  a 
false  prophet.  After  a  brief  fall  of  rain  the  wind  veered 
round  to  its  old  quarter  (the  north-east),  and  Saturday 
morning  found  us  with  a  record  of  seven  degrees  of 
frost.  Biting  winds  and  frosts  nightly  have  continued 
since,  the  dismal  monotony  being  relieved  only  by  an 
occasional  hail  shower.  Very  little  angling  has  been  done 
in  the  Kent,  Mint,  Sprint,  and  upper  portions  of  the  Lune, 
and  the  few  who  have  ventured  outjmet  with  little  success. 
In  the  Kirkby  Lonsdale  reaches  of  the  Lune  sport  seems  to 
have  been’more  encouraging.  The  Rev.  A.  Slack,  Mr.  J. 
Remmington,  and  Mr.  Punchard  have  each  had  good  pan¬ 
niers,  and  Mr.  A.  Pearson  took  a  dozen  very  nice  trout 
from  the  same  river  in  a  very  short  time.  The  Dark 
Snipe,  with  orange  body,  has  done  most  execution  in  the 
above  cases.  There  are  a  few  visitors  in  the  district  for 
spring  fishing,  but,  like  residents,  they  are  doing  nothing 
worthy  of  record. — Westmeria. 

Lea.— The  river  is  in  the  best  possible  condition,  and  the 
weather,  although  still  cold,  has  been  of  a  much  more 
favourable  character  than  it  was  during  last  week.  During 
the  sunny  hours  we  have  had  the  last  few  days,  chub  and 
dace  have  been  showing  themselves  in  incredible  numbers. 
The  dace  have  got  well  over  the  spawning,  and  have  been 
rising  eagerly  to  the  fly.  On  the  19th  inst.  a  London 
angler,  fishing  the  natural  fly  with  blow-line,  had  a  couple 
of  dozen  dace  and  a  chub  or  two,  one  of  the  latter  going 
well  over  a  pound  ;  his  only  difficulty  was  in  procuring  a 
supply  of  flies.  This  was  at  Cook’s  Ferry,  where  the  fish¬ 
ing  is  open,  and  where  there  is  this  season  an  unusually 
large  quantity  of  fish.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Ferry  Boat  waters  at  Tottenham.  A  good  authority  I  met 
there  says  there  have  not  been  so  many  fish  to  be  seen  for 
the  last  six  years.  The  dace  here  have  been  rising  well  to 
the  artificial  dry-fly.  The  question  has  been  asked  whether 
sniggling  or  other  fishing  for  eels  is  legal  during  the  fence 
months.  In  reply,  I  must  say  that  I  don’t  find  eels  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  bye-laws  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  the  Lea 
Conservancy  rules,  or  the  Mundclla  Act.  It  appears  to  me 
that  they  are  not  protected  at  all,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  protected,  as  it  is  an  admitted  fact 
that  they  are  most  destructive  to  the  spawn  of  other  fish. 
Of  course  it  is  said  that  other  fish  might  be  taken  when  eel 
fishing,  but  this  would  not  apply  to  sniggling.  It  is  a  diffi¬ 


cult  matter  to  decide  when  the  fence  season  really  begins 
and  ends  under  the  Mundella  Act,  as  it  appears  that  con¬ 
servancy  boards  and  lessees  of  fisheries  in  navigation 
water,  such  as  the  Lea  Barge  Canal,  can  make  their  own 
rules.  Take,  for  instance,  Broxbourne  fishery,  where  roach 
fishing  is  only  closed  for  one  month,  viz.,  from  May  15  until 
June  15,  and  perch  fishing  from  March  31  until  June  15.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Act  is  altogether  insufficient.  This 
season  it  stopped  roach  fishing  on  March  15,  when  roach 
were  in  good  condition,  and  yet  they  may  be  taken  on 
June  16,  when  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  they  will  have  re¬ 
gained  their  proper  (condition.  My  opinion  is  that  there 
should  be  a  clearly  defined  season  when  the  different  kinds 
of  fish  may  be  taken  in  all  parts  of  England,  and  that  it 
should  be  established  by  law  on  similar  conditions  to  those 
governing  shooting,  about  which  there  is  no  mistake  and 
no  alterations  or  exceptions.  I  have  not  heard  of  anything 
having  been  done  at  Broxbourne  lately,  but  most  likely 
anglers  do  not  know  that  roach  fishing  is  still  open  there. 
Thursday.— Weather  improving,  being  milder  and  brighter. 
—Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Although  there  has  been  a  change  for  the 
better  in  the  weather,  angling  prospects  have  not  brightened 
to  any  great  extent,  owing  to  the  cold  winds  which  prevail 
during  the  evenings.  On  all  sides  reports  show  that  the 
streams  are  very  fine  and  low,  and  would  be  benefitted  by 
another  good  downpour.  Not  many  fish  have  been  landed 
lately ;  a  brace  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Condon  were  in  nothing 
approaching  good  condition,  and  a  few  other  specimens 
taken  show  that  the  trout  are  very  backward.  The  best 
brace  shown  up  to  date  was  taken  from  the  brook  atDes- 
ford,  but  even  these  were  nothing  to  boast  about.  The 
Loughboro  reservoir  has  not  as  yet  been  troubled  much, 
but  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  the  brook  at  Glenfield, 
where  rumour  says  there  are  fish  of  large  size  to  be 
obtained. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  not  been  favour¬ 
able  for  anglers  to  get  out  on  the  banks  and  rain  has  been 
had,  which  will  in  all  probability  cause  both  streams  to 
rise  before  the  end  of  the  week.  Before  the  rain  angling 
was  quiet,  and  but  few  had  been  out.  The  flies  used  were 
the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cow-dung,  February  Red, 
and  Palmer.  A  few  fish  were  taken  on  Monday  with  the 
Cow-dung  and  Blue  Dun.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order.  Little 
fishing  in  it  yet.— Gwynne. 

Ouse,  &c.  (Yorkshire). — Weather  and  water  clear  and 
bright,  with  the  cold,  easterly  wind  still  blowing,  but 
generally  speaking,  prospects  are  better  for  the  fly-fisher¬ 
men.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  experienced  in  the  trout 
streams  of  the  North  and  East  Ridings.  The  cold  wind  is 
still  against  the  appearance  of  the  March  Brown  to  any 
extent,  but  it  has  come  on  in  some  of  the  more  sheltered 
districts  of  the  Dales.  The  Light  Snipe,  Little  Black,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Woodcock  and  Orange  have  been 
the  chief  favourites.  I  have  good  authority  for  stating 
that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  report  that  the  Costa  Angling 
Club  has  been  disbanded  owing  to  some  difficulty  with  the 
landowner.  Perhaps  a  little  friction  is  the  cause  of  few 
vacancies  for  tickets  on  this  splendid  trout  and  grayling 
water.  The  Derwent  club  commences  this  week,  and  the 
celebrated  Driffield  waters  open  on  the  28th.  The  Mundella 
Act  does  not  affect  the  Ouse  fishermen  from  between  the 
Naburn  and  Linton  Locks,  except  about  one  hundred 
yards  from  each  of  the  dams,  and  1  see  the  Yorkshire  Con¬ 
servancy  Board  have  issued  a  warning  to  rodsmen  taking 
smolt  or  par  under  a  penalty  of  forty  shillings.  This  is  a 
very  good  and  prudent  step  on  the  part  of  the  board,  but 
the  caution  should  have  been  addressed  particularly  to 
those  who  really  do  harm— men  who  use  the  pole  or  drag¬ 
net— who  can  be  seen  at  work  every  time  the  river  is  in 
flood,  shaking  immature  fish  of  various  kinds  from  the 
meshes  of  these  privileged  nets,  and  leaving  them  to  be 
trampled  upon.  Surely  there  should  be  more  considera¬ 
tion  shown  to  anglers  in  the  river  Ouse  by  the  Yorkshire 
Conservancy  Board  if  only  to  give  a  little  return  to  the 
rodsmen  who  pay  their  rod  tax  by  sweeping  away  this 
abominable  drag-net  nuisance. — Ronald. 

Plymouth. —River  Fishing.— The  rivers  are  now  run 
down  in  some  instances  a  little  too  fine,  and  forty-eight 
hours  of  rain  would  do  some  good.  Some  fresh  run  peel 
have  been  taken  in  the  Tavy,  and  I  hear  of  a  school  of 
about  forty,  averaging  about  21b.  apiece,  working  their 
way  up  the  Plym.  Some  fine  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Meavy  lower  waters,  but  they  are  very  dark  in  colour 
and  not  as  good  a  shape  as  I  should  like  to  see  them.  I 
should'  be  almost  inclined  to  think  that  the  awful  blizzard 
that  we  have  had  here  would  in  some  way  account  for  this 
by  killing  so  much  of  the  natural  food.  Sea  Fishing.— 
We  have  been  enabled  this  week  to  pursue  all  kinds  of 
fishing,  and  from  the  dozens  of  boats  that  have  been  out 
every  day,  the  amateurs  seem  to  have  been  enjoying 
themselves.  Whipping  for  pollack  seems  to  be  the  favour¬ 
ite  occupation,  although  many  may  be  seen  made  fast  to 
various  buoys  in  the  Sound,  which  mark  the  rocks  and 
shoal  places,  fishing  with  drift  lines  baited  with  mud 
worm,  with  a  little  strip  of  soleskin  as  a  shiner,  and  this 
should  be  more  widely  known,  as  by  the  addition  of  this 
little  strip  of  the  skin  of  the  sole,  the  bait  becomes  twice 
as  attractive.  Therois  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  soleskins, 
as  the  fishermen  here  skin  them  and  dry  them  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  a  twopenny  skin  will  cut  some  dozens  of 
shiners.— William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Good  sport  has  been 
had,  and  some  rather  heavy  takes  of  mixed  fish— cod, 
billet,  and  plaice— have  been  made  by  pier  anglers  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Tansley,  one  of  our  local  anglers,  took 
over  161b.  in  weight  of  fish  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  course 
of  about  three  hours’  fishing;  his  heaviest  fish  was  a  cod  of 
61b.  Other  anglers  have  done  equally  well,  and  should  the 
weather  continue  favourable,  sport  should  improve  rather 
than  otherwise,  with  a  sprinkling  of  silver  whiting  and 
gurnard,  for  which  fresh  herring  (if  obtainable)  is  a  good 
bait.— H. 

Severn  (Bewdley).— The  river  is  in  good  order,  but 
there  is  still  a  little  snow  water  coming  down.  The  severe 
winter  has  not  removed  all  the  weeds.  Mr.  A.  E.  Wilson 
Browne  landed  five  trout  in  good  condition,  from  lib.  to 
Jib.  each,  also  a  fine  chub.  While  fishing  above  Bewdley 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  fine  trout,  which  went 
away  with  25  yards  of  his  line.  Very  few  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly  at  present,  although  the  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Dun  are  pretty  thick  on  the  water. 
The  samlets  are  still  in  the  rapids  and  are  a  great  trouble 
to  anyone  spinning  or  fly-fishing.— A. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Although,  on  the  whole,  the 
weather  during  the  past  fortnight  has  been  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  earlier  part  of  the  season,  anglers  arc  hardly 
yet  satisfied,  for  some  bitterly  cold  east  winds  have  been 
much  en  evidence.  Spinning  has  been  pretty  successful, 
and  the  river  is  in  fair  condition.  Fly-fishing,  however, 
has  not  proved  very  good  sport,  few  flies  yet  appearing  on 


the  water.  The  heaviest  trout,  to  my  knowledge,  that  has 
been  taken  was  a  handsome  fish  of  341b.,  captured  by  Mr. 
Littlehales.  This  fish,  which  was  exhibited  last  week  in 
the  window  of  Mr.  H.  Shaw,  was  in  fine  condition,  very 
plump,  but  of  a  somewhat  dark  colour.  I  am  indebted  to 
an  angling  friend  for  the  following  list  of  captures 
April  9,  Mr.  B.  Williams,  with  the  Phantom  Minnow,  a 
2Jlb.  trout,  and  two  others  with  the  March  Brown  ;  10th, 
Mr.  B.  Williams,  one  lib.  trout  with  the  Phantom  ;  Mr.  W, 
Jones,  one  41b.  fish  with  the  natural  minnow;  11th,  Mr. 
Jenks,  a  Jib.  trout  with  the  natural  minnow  ;  13th  and  14th, 
Mr.  Dixon,  two  half-pounders,  with  the  natural  minnow  ; 
14th,  Mr.  Everest,  a  ljlb.  trout  with  a  live  dace;  11th,  Mr. 
Edwards,  a  241b.  trout  with  the  live-bait.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  took 
two  trout  on  Friday,  141b.  and  141b. ;  two  on  Monday,  lib. 
and  141b.,  and  two  on  Tuesday,  lib.  and  lib. ;  Mr.  Dixon 
captured  two  trout,  of  lib.  and  fib.  weight,  at  English 
Bridge,  and  Mr.  Fiast,  two  or  three  good  fish ;  Mr.  A. 
Williams  has  also  latterly  been  very  successful  with  the 
minnow.  All  these  captures  have  been  made  with  the 
spinning  minnow,  so  that  now  we  are  being  favoured  with 
something  approaching  the  kind  of  weather  we  are  led  to 
expect  in  April,  anglers  should  make  hay  while  the  sun 
shines.— Piscator. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — The  rivers  are  very  bright  and 
running  low,  but  trout  are  very  shy  in  rising  to  take  the 
fly,  and  without  some  warmer  weather  very  shortly  the 
rivers  will  become  summer  level.  I  saw  twelve  fishermen 
returning  one  day  last  week  and  the  highest  number  was 
twelve  and  some  only  two  brace.  Salmon  fishing  is  as 
usual,  but  if  the  minnow  fishermen  rested  awhile  the 
salmon  would  certainly  rise  better  with  the  fly.  One 
gentleman  told  me  he  took  three  with  the  lice  on  them. 
Trout  are  fancying  the  Pinkett  and  Hare’s  Palmer,  and 
Blue  1  pright.— Rusty  Game. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle).— Owing  to  the  east  winds  and 
snow  showers  during  the  last  week,  fishing  here  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill,  only  a  few  small  ones  having  been 
brought  to  bank.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Fishery  Board  on 
Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  abolish  trawl  fishing  within 
their  waters  under  a  penalty  of  L20.  The  long  and  vexed 
question  of  Dinsdale  dam  was  once  more  on  the  carpet,  and 
it  was  stated  that  something  was  now  going  to  be  done  to 
enable  the  salmon  to  get  up  the  river.  This  is  good  news 
for  fishermen  up  here,  if  it  is  only  true,  but  we  have  so 
often  been  disappointed  that  we  are  very  dubious,  and 
“Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick.”— I.  H.  R. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for  angling 
at  present,  and  sport  was  good  up  to  Tuesday,  when  heavy 
rain  fell,  and  the  river  will  be  sure  to  rise  and  change 
colour  before  the  end  of  the  week.  The  weather  has  been 
anything  but  suitable  for  angling,  being  too  cold.  A  few 
have  been  out,  and  some  nice  trout  have  been  landed. 
Bottom  fishing  has  met  with  much  success.  At  the  end  of 
last  week,  in  the  Leintwardene  water,  some  fine  lots  of 
trout  were  landed  by  two  gentlemen.  Near  Ludford,  on 
Monday,  a  nice  dish  of  fish  were  caught  with  the  Blue 
Dun.  Under  Whitcliffe,  on  Tuesday,  some  good  trout  were 
caught  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Granham.  The  Ony,  Corve 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  fishing  order.  Little  done 
as  yet  in  the  Clun.  In  the  Ony  and  Corve  some  good  trout 
have  been  caught.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  in  fishing 
order.  Rain  has  been  had,  and  the  water  has  been  stained. 
Fishing  lias  been  quiet  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  which 
has  prevented  many  anglers  going  out.  A  few  have  tried 
the  fly,  but  sport  has  not  been  very  brisk,  there  being  but 
few  flies  out.  On  Monday  a  few  fish  were  taken  with  the 
Blue  Dun  and  Cowdung.  The  Rea,  Kyre  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  affected  by  the  rain,  but  will  be  in  order  in  a  few 
days.— W  orcester. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  river  in  this  district  is  in 
first-class  condition  for  salmon  fishing,  but  cold  and  cheer¬ 
less  weather  cannot  be  said  to  have  influenced  sport.  Some 
activity  has  prevailed  at  King’s  Mills  and  Shardlow,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  notify  the  capture  of  two  handsome  fresh- 
run  fish.  The  first  (1841b.)  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Capeness, 
of  Derby,  in  the  channel  swim,  below  the  Mill’s  ferry  chain- 
and  the  second  (181b.)  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee 
in  the  Lane  end  run  near  the  weirs.  One  of  161b.  was  also 
killed  on  Friday  by  Mr.  Henry  Green,  Nottingham,  above 
Colwick  weir,  and  he  is  reported  to  have  lost  a  second  fish 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  Nothing  had  been  done  at  Shard- 
low  up  to  Wednesday  night,  beyond  the  capture  of  sundry 
heavy  chub,  which  were  duly  returned.  With  warmer 
weather  sport  is  certain  to  improve. — The  Man-  at-the- 
Clubs. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— We  have  had 
another  week  of  bitterly  cold  E.  and  N.E.  winds,  which 
has  caused  a  dearth  of  anglers  as  well  as  fish.  I  have  not 
heard  of  anything  above  24  brace  being  done  with  the 
fly  on  either  stream.  Mr.  Wm.  King,  of  Matlock  Bath 
“who  is  well-known  as  being  the  champion  fisherman  in 
this  district  as  regardsheavy  fish,”  was  again  successful  on 
Monday  evening  last.  This  gentleman  was  trolling  with 
Devon  Minnow  in  the  Derwent  on  the  above  evening  and 
hooked,  and  after  some  grand  sport  landed,  a  trout  weigh¬ 
ing  221b.  The  fish  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  has  been 
sent  to  London  to  be  stuffed.  Angling  prospects  will  not 
improve  until  we  have  a  change  in  the  wind.  Fies  best  to 

use  now  are  Hare’s-ear,  Blue  Dun,  and  Olive  Ouill _ 

Dotterel. 


fishing.  A  nice  little  freshet  came  down  last  night  (Thurs¬ 
day),  so  that  chances  of  sport  are  better.  A  few  nice  little 
catches  have  been  made  lately,  but  the  temperature  of  the 
water  was  too  low  for  anything  like  successful  angling 
The  wind  has  for  several  weeks  stuck  most  obstinately  in 
the  east.  The  killing  flies  have  been  Water-hen  Bloa 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Light  Snipe  and  Yellow,  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  Red.-J.  Corry. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— After  the  rain 
of  last  week  some  good  sport  was  obtained  fly-fishing.  Mr 
Adkins  (Birmingham)  had  one  evening  eight  fine  trout’ 
weighing  71b. ;  the  writer  in  the  same  boat  getting  five’ 
weighing  31b. ;  Mr.  Coles,  four  ;  Rev.  O.  Owens,  three,  one 
being  over  lib. ;  Mr.  Noah  Boswell,  six;  Dr.  Hughes,  three. 
1  ,,  ln  the  evening  to  a  Dark  Mackerel  and 

a  Mallard  s  Wing  with  yellow  body.  The  lake  has  gone 
low ;  cold  north-east  wind,  and  prospects  not  very  promis¬ 
ing.— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).- 

East  Saturday  for  the  first  time  since  our  opening  we  had 
a  glimpse  of  what  spring  might  be,  and  at  times  the  whole 
of  the  lake  was  dimpled  with  rises  of  trout.  The  top  end 

fish  ponds  were  literally  boiling.  Yesterday,  however 
to  vary  the  programme  we  were  favoured  with  a  thunder¬ 
storm,  but  the  fish  were  not  to  be  denied,  and  in  the  face  of 
such  usually  bad  fishing  weather,  seven  rods  caught 
seventy-two  trout  weighing  721b.  2oz.  Most  successful 
flies— Black  and  Mallard  dressed  both  gold  and  silver 
Claret  and  Mallard,  Woodcock  and  Red,  Teal  and  Claret 
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and  a  March  Brown  dressed  with  hen  pheasant  wings, 
flat  gold  tinsel,  ribbed  with  yellow  silk.  Wednesday 
six  rods,  forty-seven  trout,  431b.  2oz.  Best  baskets,  Mr. 
Janies  K.  Catto,  fourteen,  weight  151b. ;  Mr.  G.  Ward, 
twelve,  weight  S)'[lb. :  ltev.  Stephenson,  ten,  weight  81b. 
Mr.  W.  Kckcnstein,  nine,  weight  7Alb.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr. 
Catto,  21b.  and  111b. ;  Rev.  Stephenson,  lib.  lOoz.  Thursday, 
three  rods,  twenty-eight  trout.  2711b.  Best  baskets— Mr. 
Catto,  liftecn,  weight  llillb. ;  Mr.  Eckenstein,  nine,  weight 
7ilb.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Eckenstein,  21b. ;  Mr.  Catto,  1  Jib. 
Friday— three  rods,  nineteen  trout,  17  , 'lb.  Best  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Catto,  fifteen,  weight  1311b.  Heaviest,  lib.  lOoz.  Satur¬ 
day— five  rods,  thirty-eight  trout,  371b.  Best  baskets,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Catto,  twenty,  weight  1911b.  Heaviest  fish, 
lib.  6oz.  Monday— six  rods,  thirty-nine  trout,  371b.  loz. 
Best  baskets,  Dr.  Trinder,  fifteen,  weight  151b. ;  Mr.  W. 
Eckenstein,  six,  weight  ojlb.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Ecken¬ 
stein,  1:11b.  Tuesday— seven  rods,  twenty  -  two  trout, 
721b.  2oz.  Best  baskets,  Mr.  Fletcher  (senr.),  fourteen, 
weight  1311b. ;  Dr.  Trinder,  thirteen,  weight  12.11b. ;  Mr. 
Bell,  thirteen,  weight  llilb. ;  Mr.  Fletcher  (junr.),  eleven, 
weight  1211b. ;  Mr.  Grundy,  ten,  weight  91b.  loo/. ;  Mr. 
Eckenstein,  nine,  weight  1011b.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Fletcher 
(senr.),  lib.  lloz:  Mr.  Eckenstein,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  (junr.), 
(2)  lib.  lOoz. ;  Dr.  Trinder,  and  Mr.  Grundy  (2),  111b.  each. 
On  Monday  we  got  into  four  figures,  having  in  the  course 
of  the  day  passed  our  first  thousand.  Total,  1,010  trout ; 
weight,  94211b.— Long  Drift. 

Towy  (Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire!.— With  the  milder 
weather  of  li\st  week  a  decided  improvement  of  sport  took 
place,  both  as  regards  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  Several 
fresh-run  salmon  have  been  landed,  notably  a  fifteen- 
pounder  by  Mr.  Thos.  Lewis,  followed  by  another  of  121b. 
Several  nice  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Dynevor 
water,  ranging  from  121b.  to  201b.  each ;  and  our  local 
anglers  have  made  nice  baskets  of  trout,  with  both  fly  and 
dead  minnow,  the  heavier  fish  being,  of  course,  taken  by 
the  latter.  Mr.  Woodrow  killed  six  beauties  (about  lib. 
each)  with  fly  a  few  days  ago,  and  our  veteran  fly-fisher, 
Mr.  George  Hughes  (who  spurns  using  minnow)  caught, 
with  others,  a  nice  pound  and  a-half  fish.  Mr.  Owen 
Richard  (lion.  sec.  of  the  Association  water)  has  taken 
several  good  baskets  of  well-conditioned  trout.  Mr. 
Edward  Roberts  and  Mr.  D.  Jones  have  taken  some  re¬ 
markably  fine  trout  (with  minnow)  on  Lord  Cawdor's 
water  below  Llandilo  Bridge.  A  youthful  angler,  Master 
R.  Lockyard,  has  also  taken  several  good  baskets  of  trout 
on  the  Association  water.  Altogether  things  look  very 
promising  for  the  somewhat  backward  season  on  this, 
about  the  finest  river  in  Wales.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— A  fine  salmon  of  201b.  was  caught 
by  Dr.  Tucker,  at  Glass  Lynn,  and  another  of  91b.  by 
Mr.  David,  Llanellin.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  caught  by  Messrs.  Kennard,  H.  Clare,  O.  Davis,  R. 
Biggs,  the  Rev.  F.  de  vie  Beamish,  and  others,  with  the 
Grey  Spinner,  March  Brown,  and  Blue. — J.  Clare. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  sport  has  fallen  off  in  iho  Usk  the 
past  week,  and  the  water  is  getting  rather  low  and  very 
clear.  The  disease  in  fish  has  appeared,  and  several  good 
trout  have  been  noticed  dead  in  the  water  covered  with 
fungus.  Some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  cap¬ 
tured.  Mr.  W.  Dunn,  on  Monday  last,  caught  twenty- 
four  ;  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Hammond  caught  a  salmon,  91b.  ; 
on  Monday,  Mr.  A.  W.  Stone,  one,  101b. ;  General  Sir  C.  L. 
Barnard,  K.C.B.,  one,  181b. ;  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  W.  Stone, 
one,  101b. ;  H.  E.  Cole,  two,  about  101b.  each  ;  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Mr.  Hammon,  one,  121b.— T. 

Scotch  Beports. 

Berriedale  (Duke  of  Portland’s).— Net  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  this  water,  since  my  last  report,  has  done  remark¬ 
ably  well,  but  a  number  of  salmon, during  last  spate,  must 
have  gone  up  the  river,  as  some  of  the  Duke’s  officials 
netted  sixteen  salmon  in  one  small  pool,  thus  showing  that 
there  must  be  plenty  in  the  river.  So  far,  however,  as  I 
know,  no  anglers  have  tried  it,  but  some  are  shortly  ex¬ 
pected.  The  netsmen  have  got  some  sea  trout  also.  Con¬ 
trary  to  expectation,  the  duke  did  not  come  to  fish  the 
Helmsdale,  owing  to  other  numerous  and  important 
engagements. 

Borgie  ^Sutherland,  N.B.)— During  the  past  week  four 
salmon  were  landed  by  Sir  J.  Edwards  Moss,  Borgie  House, 
and  three  by  Mr.  Tom  Moss.— McB. 

Brora  (Sutherland).— Since  last  report  the  snow  on  the 
higher  hills  has  kept  the  river  in  excellent  ply,  and  good 
sport  has  all  along  been  got.  The  takes  for  last  week  are 
as  follows:  13th,  Mr.  Gunnis,  four;  Mr.  Brand  (Balnacoil 
rod),  two  ;  14th,  Mr.  Gunnis,  four  ;  Mr.  Brand,  two  ;  15th, 
Mr.  Gunnis,  five ;  Mr.  Brand,  one  ;  16th,  Mr.  Gunnis,  two  ; 
Mr.  Brand,  ten  (the  take  of  the  season) ;  17th,  Mr.  Gunnis, 
two ;  Mr.  Brand,  two  ;  18th,  Mr.  Gunnis,  six  ;  Mr.  Brand, 
four;  total,  forty -four  fish;  average  weight,  about  81b. 
The  Duke’s  netsmen  have  this  season  netted  Loch  Brora 
twice,  getting  some  hundreds  of  salmon.  This,  so  far,  is 
the  best  angling  season  for  a  number  of  years.  Whether 
this  is  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  nets  at  the  start  or  not 
I  leave  experts  to  decide.— Colix  Gunx. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— The  excellent  sport  which 
this  river  has  been  yielding  during  the  past  three  or  four 
weeks  continues.  As  already  reported,  three  rods  got  seven 
salmon  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday  an  angler  from  Balna- 
gown  Arms  Hotel  had  four  salmon  on  the  upper  beats.  On 
Wednesday  the  same  rod  landed  two  salmon  ;  and  Mr.  R. 
T.  Coupland,  Cress  well-gardens,  Kensington,  caught  one 
on  the  Hotel  water  ;  another  angler  got  one  of  about  10  A  lb. 
on  the  Gledfield  Pool.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Coupland  landed 
one  on  the  Hotel  water ;  another  angler  from  the  hotel  got 
two  on  the  upper  beats ;  Mr.  MacHardy  (Prince’s-square, 
Bayswater),  from  Culrain  Lodge,  fished  the  Invercharron 
water  and  hooked  a  salmon,  which  was  played  until  about 
ready  for  gaffing,  when  it  got  oft  ;  he,  however,  landed  a 
beautiful  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Crewdson,  Braelangwell  Lodge, 
was  also  successful,  but  details  not  ascertained ;  on  Kin¬ 
cardine  Burn,  Master  Henry  Young,  London  (fishing  from 
the  hotel),  landed  two  sea  trout  and  eight  brown  trout.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Crewdson  was  successful  on  the  Braelangwell 
Lodge  waters  ;  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  keeper,  on  Mr.  Little¬ 
john’s  rod,  caught  a  91b.  salmon  on  the  Invercharron 
waters ;  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland  landed  one  on  the  Hotel  water ; 
and  another  angler  from  the  hotel  caught  two  on  the  upper 
beats.  Fishing  Kincardine  Burn,  Master  Henry  Young 
killed  five  brown  trout,  and  on  Saturday  he  got  eight. 
Altogether  upwards  of  two  dozen  salmon  were  landed 
during  the  week.  On  Monday,  this  week,  the  hotel  waters 
were  fished  by  Sir  Charles  Ross,  Bart.,  of  Balnagown,  who 
landed  a  salmon  of  91b, ;  and  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland, 
London,  one,  weighing  101b. ;  the  Fcarn  Lodge  keepers,  on 
Mr.  Tarn’s  rod,  landed  an  81b.  salmon  and  one  trout ; 
Master  Henry  Young,  on  Kincardine  Burn,  had  half-a- 
dozen  nice  trout,  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Coupland  got  a  salmon 


weighing  llAlb.  on  the  hotel  water ;  and  another  angler 
from  the  hotel  caught  one  on  the  upper  beats.— McB. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  Lairg,  N.B.).— On  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Stanhope,  Post  Office  Buildings,  Invercassley,  landed  two 
salmon,  weighing  101b.  and  111b.  respectively ;  and  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  Mr.  Killiard,  same  address,  caught  one  of  121b.  Water 
in  excellent  ply,  and  plenty  of  fish  seen  i:i  pools.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  the  last  named  caught  a  91b.  salmon  ;  and  Mr.  Stan¬ 
hope,  one  of  91b.,  and  another  of  71b. — McB. 

Deo  lAberdeenshire). — The  past  week  has  been  one 
of  big  waters,  frosty  nights,  and  easterly  winds,  so  that 
the  amount  of  sport  anticipated  has  not  been  altogether 
realised  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches;  but  in  the 
upper  waters  angling  results  are  as  bright  as  ever.  On  the 
Braemar  stretch,  Mr.  J.  G.  Ross,  of  Pitmain,  Kingusssio, 
was  out  from  the  Invercauld  Arms,  on  the  Dee  fishings,  on 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  of  last  week,  landing  on 
these  dates,  five,  three,  and  two  salmon  respectively, 
scaling  from  71b.  to  91b.  On  Mr.  Macnab’s  (Fife  Arms)  Dee 
fishings,  Mr.  Richard  Hunt,  of  Liverpool,  killed  one  on 
Wednesday  of  Glib.,  and  another  on  Friday  of  7 Alb. ;  while 
Mr.  Chas.  Grant  had  one  of  8Jlb.  and  another  of  71b.  On 
the  Balmoral  reaches  capital  sport  has  been  had  all  the 
season  through,  but  with  the  movement  of  the  water  it  has 
somewhat  fallen  off  till  a  settlement  comes  about.  On  the 
Ballater  section,  Sir  George  Chetwodo  landed  three  fish  of 
161b.,  191b.,  and  101b.,  on  the  Hotel  water,  on  Monday  ;  one 
of  81b.  on  Thursday,  and  five,  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b.,  on 
Friday ;  while  Mr.  Griffiths  had  last  week  four,  from  Gil  b. 
to  20Alb.,  one  of  51b.,  two  of  6Jlb.  and  91b.,  and  one  of  91b. ;  and 
Mr.  A.  Bristowe,  one  of  81b.,  three,  of  91b.,  121b.,  and 81b.,  and 
one  of  91b.,  all  finely  made  fish.  On  the  Morven  water,  Mr. 
H.  B.  Gilroy,  of  Dundee,  had  one  of  121b.  On  the  Glcn- 
muick  water,  Mr.  Price  had  one  of  7Jlb.  on  Friday ;  while 
on  the  same  day,  Dr.  Mitchell,  who  seemed  to  be  in  luck, 
scored  two  of  91b.  and  121b.,  and  followed  this  up  next  day 
with  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  191b.  On  the  Cambus  O’May 
water,  Colonel  Jervis  had  two  on  one  day  last  week.  On 
the  Glentana  and  Aboyne  sections  much  is  expected  after 
the  river  attains  its  normal  spring  height.  On  tbe  Kincar¬ 
dine  O’Neil  reaches  fair  sport  has  been  got,  and  much  is 
expected  under  more  favourable  atmospheric  conditions. 
On  the  Woodend  water  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Farnell 
Watson  landed  two  beauties  of  101b.  each  ;  while  Miss 
Drummond  had  her  first  fish  of  the  season,  a  fresh-run 
beauty  of  91b.,  on  the  Ballogie  water.  On  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  Lamond  landed,  on  Thursday,  a  fine  fish 
of  2111b. ;  while  John  Nicoll,  keeper,  had  two  of  61b.  and 
121b.,  and  one  of  841b.  on  the  Borrowstone  water;  Mr. 
Wm.  Coates  Curtis  landed  a  fine  run  fish  of  11  Jib.  on  the 
Borrowstone  water  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  two  nice  fish 
of  71b.,  each  on  the  Ballogie  water  on  Saturday ;  while  Mr. 
Watson  had  one  of  81b.  on  the  Woodend  water  on  the  same 
day.  On  the  Lower  Crathes  water,  Dawson,  keeper,  landed 
a  fine  fish  of  111b.  on  Wednesday.  On  the  Lower  Dess,  Mr. 
F.  Pickop  had  four,  of  71b.  81b.',  81b.,  and  811b.  on  Monday. 
On  the  nether  stretches  of  the  river  the  baskets  of  finnock 
are  daily  increasing ;  but  the  yellow  trout  are  yet  far  from 
being  in  good  condition,  although  rising  freely  to  the  fly  on 
every  available  opportunity.  Two  sea  trout  of  good 
weights  were  got  on  the  nether  Banchory  stretch  one  day 
last  week.  On  the  Borrowstone  water,  in  last  week’s  re¬ 
port,  J.  Sherrit.  is  credited  with  five  of  161b.,  whereas  it 
should  have  l  een  one  of  161b.,  &c.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— This  river  has  been  in  splendid 
condition  during  the  past  week,  both  as  regards  the  net 
fishing  and  angling.  The  water  has  resumed  its  usual 
colour,  and  heavy  dews  and  light  showers  of  rain  have 
been  pretty  frequent.  The  only  drawback  that  the  angler 
has  to  contend  with  is  the  continued  frost,  especially  in 
the  evenings;  and  in  the  morning  ice  covers  tbe  shallower 
ponds.  Notwithstanding,  anglers  in  the  middle  reaches 
are  getting  fair  sport.  Baskets  of  121b.  to  151b.  of  trout  are 
pretty  common,  and  the  trout  are  of  good  average  size. 
On  the  tidal  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  old  river  trout  are 
landed  daily  by  the  rod,  but  not  in  any  great  quantity. 
The  yield  of  salmon  on  the  river  by  the  net  fishermen  is 
well  maintained,  and  a  good  deal  better  than  for  the 
corresponding  week  of  last  year,  which  was  exceedingly 
dry.  The  daily  hauls  varied  from  a  few  fish  to  between 
twenty  and  thirty.  Their  weight  ranged  from  61b.  to  181b., 
and  the  quality  first-class.  We  understand  that  the  prices 
are  from  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  locally,  to  about  2s.,  received  by 
sending  them  to  the  English  market.  The  number  of 
boxes  sent  this  week  up  to  Wednesday  was  seven,  two 
more  than  for  the  same  week  last  year.  The  box  weighs 
a  little  over  2ewt.  That  includes  all  the  fish  taken  on  the 
river  and  sea  coast  in  the  Deveron  district.  The  coast 
fishings  are  yielding  more  steadily.  At  each  station— four 
in  number— the  fishermen  are  getting  daily  from  three  to 
a  dozen  of  strong  healthy  salmon.  Unless  it  be  a  foul  fish 
taken  by  the  rod  and  returned  to  the  river,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  sign  of  fungoid  either  on  the  river  or  coast. 
From  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  Gardenstown  coast  the 
returns  of  the  past  week  were  meagre,  and  show  a  falling 
off,  which  was  to  be  expected,  che  fishing  on  this  part  of 
the  coast  since  the  opening  having  been  too  good  to  keep 
up  when  the  dry  weather  set  in.  For  the  week  the  total 
catch  was  three  boxes,  ljcwt.  in  weight.— H.  W. 

Duns  ( Whitadderj.— On  Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  Mr. 
Elcomb,  of  London,  had  91b.  of  trout ;  on  Tuesday,  51b.; 
on  Wednesday,  141b. ;  on  Thursday,  161b  ;  and  on  Friday, 
(Blackadder),  41b.  He  was  accomanied  by  William  Martin, 
a  well  known  angler  in  the  district.— A.  T.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— I  have  another  good  week’s 
salmon  angling  to,  report  on  this  river,  although  it  can 
hardly  compare  with  its  predecessor.  This,  however,  can 
be  accounted  for  by  a  considerable  fall  in  the  volume  of 
water  in  the  river,  as  well  as  by  bright  sunshine  and  biting 
winds.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  salmon  angling 
will  now  fall  off  in  the  numbers  of  fish  caught,  in  any  case, 
as  the  fish  are  now  finding  their  way  to  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  river  and  thence  to  the  lochs.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
salmon  anglers  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  their  spring 
season’s  sport ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  turned  out  one  of  the 
best  on  record.  Hundreds  of  fish  are  in  the  river,  and  it 
is  said  by  those  who  profess  to  know,  that  numbers  of  those 
are  undoubtedly  strange  fish  belonging  to  other  rivers, 
who  in  the  course  of  their  migrations  found  it  much 
easier  to  get^up  this  river  than  the  one  they  sprang  from  ; 
but  this  being  a  mere  hypothesis  I  shall  leave  it  to  be 
dealt  with  in  an  article  on  this  subject.  The  sport  for  the 
week  so  far  as  is  possible  for  me  to  ascertain  was  as 
follows;— On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  Mr.  Watney,  on  Kildonan, 
had  four  salmon  of  101b.  ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Hick  had  two  of 
101b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Sykes,  four  of  91b. ;  on  No.  2,  Colonel 
Hargraves,  one  of  91b. ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Bruce’s  rod,  one  also 
of  91b. ;  on  Wednesday,  the  15th,  Mr.  Bruce’s  rod,  on  Kil¬ 
donan,  got  four  of  181b.  ;  on  No.  5.  Mr.  Watney  had  four 
of  91b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Sykes  got  three  of  101b.  ;  on  No.  1, 
Colonel  Hargraves,  two  of  101b.;  on  Thursday,  the  16th, 
Colonel.  Hargraves,  on  Kildonan,  had  four  salmon  of 


101b. ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Bruce’s  rod,  had  two  of  101b.  ;  on  No. 
4,  Mr.  Watney  had  two,  one  of  which  scaled  211b. ;  on  No. 
3,  Mr.  C.  II.  Akroyd  had  four  of  101b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Hick 
had  two  of  10lb. ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Sykes  got  seven,  average 
101b.;  on  Friday,  the  17th,  Mr.  Sykes,  on  Kildonan,  had  again 
seven  salmon  of  91b. ;  on  No.  5,  Colonel  Hargraves,  one 
fish  of  101b. ;  on  No.  2,  C.  H.  Akroyd,  two  of  81b. ;  on  No.  1, 
Mr.  Hick  got  one  only  of  101b. ;  on  Saturday,  the  18th,  Mr. 
Hick  got  five  salmon,  average  131b.;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Sykes 
had  five  of  91b.;  on  No.  4,  Colonel  Hargraves  had  one  of 
101b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Bruce’s  rod  had  a  small  fish  ;  on  No.  2, 
Mr.  Watney  got  two  salmon  of  91b.;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  C. 
H.  Akroyd,  two  of  91b. ;  on  Monday,  the  20th,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Akroyd,  on  Kildonan,  had  seven  salmon  of  81b. ;  on  No.  5, 
Mr.  liick  got  one  of  91b. ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Sykes  had  three  of 
101b. ;  on  No.  3,  Colonel  Hargraves  got  one  ;  on  No.  2,  Mr. 
Bruce’s  rod  got  also  one  ;  and  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Watney,  two. 
On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  I  have  heard  of  only  six  fish  being 
got  up  to  the  hour  of  posting.  Some  trout  arc  being  got, 
but  they  are  not  in  good  condition.  -S.  C. 

Isla  (Forfarshire). — Fishing  has  been  tried  on  a  few 
occasions,  but  with  small  success,  the  snow  yet  lying  too 
deep  on  the  hills,  and  too  much  snow  broth  running  in  the 
river.  By  the  last  week  or  so  of  the  month  the  condition 
of  trout  should  be  very  much  improved,  and  what  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  a  good  angling  season  will  be  fairly  begun.— 
David  G.  Grewar. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland,  N.B. —Very  few  attemptshave  as 
yet  been  made  with  the  rod.  On  the  14th,  Dr.  Mackay, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  was  out  and  caught  six 
sea  trout,  averaging  about  Jib.  each,  and  several  brown 
trout  of  less  weight.  Best  lures  appear  to  be  Zulu,  Coch-y- 
bondhu,  and  other  brown  bodied  flies.  The  net  fishings  are 
prosecuted  with  fair  success,  the  takes  up  to  date  being 
fully  up  to  the  average.  During  the  past  week  there  was 
a  slight  falling  off  in  Mr.  Anderson’s  South  Bonar  and 
Ri  vermouth  shots,  and  also  on  Mr.  Smith’s  Invercharron 
and  Craggandubh  fishings  ;  but  the  hauls  on  Messrs. 
Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the 
Dornoch  Firth  showed  considerable  improvement  as  com¬ 
pared  with  previous  week.  From  all  the  above  fishings 
combined  it  is  estimated  that  about  7cwt.  of  salmon  had 
been  despatched  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  in  the 
course  of  the  week.— McB. 

Loch  Katrine.— Out  from  Trossachs  Hotel  on  the 
Achray  river  to-day  (Tuesday)  Master  Harry  Berridge,  of 
Edinburgh,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  Ilf  lb. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— No  rain,  a  frosty  atmosphere, 
bright  sunshine,  and  deferred  hopes  maketh  the  heart  of 
the  angler  sad.  Such  has  been  the  experience  of  the  past 
few  days,  and  such  I  am  afraid  will  continue  to  be  the 
state  of  matters  here  for  a  short  time  to  come.  On  Satur¬ 
day  last,  however,  the  cold  easterly  wind  observed  the  day 
as  a  holiday,  as  also  did  eleven  of  the  Bohemian  Club  from 
Glasgow,  who  competed  on  the  unruffled  waters,  their 
total  capture  with  fly  being  tolrty-seven  trout,  271b.  3oz. 
Prizetakers— first,  Mr.  J.  Hunter,  six  trout,  51b.  lloz ; 
second,  Mr.  D.  F.  Buchanan,  five  trout,  41b. ;  third,  Mr.  H. 
P.  Buchanan,  six  trout,  31b.  The  folllo wing  baskets  were 
also  got  by  private  parties,  which  are  the  best  of  the 
season  :— Messrs.  Martin  and  Young,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Whitelaw,  Stirling,  six  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Ivory, 
Edinburgh,  five  trout,  4Alb. ;  Professor  Annandale,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  nine  trout,  81b.— Robert  B.  Laixg. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  of),  Killin.— On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water,  April  15,  General  Grant,  two,  161b.  and  201b. ;  IP, 
two,  20lb.  and  221b.  ;  17th,  one,  151b.  17th,  Mr.  Seacombe, 
one,  191b. ;  18th,  two,  151b.  and  221b.—  Alpine  McAlpine. 

Naver  (Strathnaver,  N.B.)— On  Thursday,  two  salmon 
were  landed  by  Sir  J.  Edwards  Moss,  Borgie  House.  The 
Skelpick  Lodge  anglers  have  had  a  capital  week  of  sport, 
having  landed  thirteen  salmon  in  all,  two  of  which  were 
perfect  beauties,  weighing  respectively  351b.,  and  2741b. 
The  35-pounder  is  said  to  be  the  handsomest  fish  ever  taken 
on  the  Naver  with  the  rod.  In  the  course  of  the  week 
Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  four  salmon  in  all.— McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— The  lower  beats  of  this  river  have 
been  yielding  splendid  sport  to  the  anglers  at  the  Suther¬ 
land  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran.  On  Monday  week,  as  already 
reported,  six  salmon,  ranging  from  9ib.  to  281b.,  were 
landed.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Farrer,  with  light  rod  and  tackle, 
hooked  a  fish  in  Fir  Dam,  which  gave  most  exciting  sport 
for  two  hours  and  a-half.  It  left  the  pool  almost  as  soon  as 
hooked,  and  dashed  madly  downstream  with  great  velocity. 
The  task  of  following  it  was  one  of  the  utmost  difficulty, 
not  unmingled  with  danger,  as  the  river  at  this  place  has 
numerous  abrupt  turns,  while  the  bank  is  bestrewn  with 
huge  boulders  flanked  by  rugged  precipices.  Despite  these 
natural  barriers,  Mr.  Farrer  stuck  to  the  fish,  which  was — 
in  the  meantime,  at  least— master  of  the  situation,  com¬ 
pelling  its  would-be  captors  to  follow  wherever  it  listed. 
Down  it  went  below  the  swing-bridge  towards  the  Little 
Falls,  over  which  it  plunged  into  the  seething  cauldron 
below.  Emerging  from  Little  Fall  Pool,  it  resumed  its  wild 
career  downwards  as  far  as  Blackstone  Pool,  at  the  head  of 
which  John  Ross,  the  gillie,  seizing  his  opportunity, 
adroitly  brought  the  monster  to  bank,  when  it  was  found 
to  weigh  291b.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Farrer  got  aseventeen 
pounder  on  Garden  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Lake  a  splendid  fish  of 
271b.  on  Artificial  Pool.  On  Wednesday  Mrs.  Jackson  had 
a  nine-pounder  on  Home  Pool,  and  Mr.  Lake  one  of  941b. 
on  Hector’s  Land.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Farrer  landed  a 
151b.  salmon  on  Smith  Pool,  and  one  of  111b.  on  Horse  Pool, 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  caught  a  twelve-pounder  on  Cromarty 
Pool.  On  Friday  Mrs.  Farrer  landed  an  111b.  salmon  on 
Little  Falls  Pool ;  Mr.  Farrer  one  of  81b.  on  Little  Clarag ; 
Mrs.  Jackson  a  ten-pounder  on  Home  Pool;  and  Mr.  Evans 
one  of  71b.  on  Clarag  Pool.  On  Saturday  two  salmon, 
weighing  111b.  each,  were  landed ;  one  was  by  Mrs.  Jackson 
on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Lake  on  Clarag. 
Total  for  the  week,  twenty  salmon,  averaging  141b.  each. 
On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  Lake  caught  a  nine-pounder  cn 
Cromarty  Pool ;  Mrs.  Jackson,  one  of  141b.  on  Clarag  ;  and 
Mr.  Evans  a  fine  fish,  weighing  241b.,  on  Home  Pool.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Evans  caught  two  salmon— an  eight-pounder 
on  Home  Pool,  and  one  of  111b.  on  Blackstone  Pool ;  and 
Mr.  Lake,  on  Home  Pool,  got  one  salmon  of  91b.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland.— On  the  closing  days  of  last 
week  the  wind  was  more  favourable  for  angling  in  the 
South  of  Scotland.  On  the  Annan  Mr.  Henry  Boyd, 
draper,  killed  a  basket  of  trout  weighing  81b.  Mr, 
Wallas,  gun  maker,  Wigton,  had  a  few  nice  trout  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning.  Mr.  Nicholson  (a  visitor)  had  half-a-dozen 
trout  on  Monday  with  small  Spider  fly,  and  Mr.  James 
Dixon,  Annan,  killed  eight  or  nine  in  half-an-hour  be¬ 
low  the  bridge  on  Monday  evening.  The  Border  Esk 
angling  is  quite  at  a  standstill,  and  very  little  is  being 
done  in  the  middle  and  upper  waters.  In  the  lower 
reaches  I  hear  of  a  few  trout  being  killed,  chiefly  by 
fishing  after  sunset.  The  Dumfriesshire  Nith  is  giving 
light  sport  in  the  Thornhill  waters  among  brown  trout, 
but  as  the  salmon  fry  are  commencing  their  downward 
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course  to  the  sea  a  good  many  anglers  have  for  the 
resent  abandoned  the  waters,  because  of  the  intense 
other  these  little  beggars  give  when  angling  for  yellow 
trout  with  Midge-fly.  I  hear  of  some  capital  loch  trout 
being  caught  on  Monday  in  Loch  Kew  ;  some  of  the 
trout  weighed  up  to  31b.  each.  A  number  of  fine  pike 
were  also  caught.  A  new  angling  club  is  being  formed 
for  Loch  Skerrow  in  the  Stewartry.  A  number  of 
anglers  have  taken  the  loch  on  lease,  and  arrangements 
are  being  made  for  the  netting  of  the  pike  in  the  loch 
and  restocking  it  with  trout.  Prospects  for  the  approach¬ 
ing  week  are  very  poor  for  the  rivers  of  this  district, 
and  nothing  can  he  done  until  after  the  floods.  There 
is  no  near  indication  of  rain.— Heatherbell. 

Tay. — On  Tuesday,  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  Carr,  gamekeeper, 
Stenton,  fished  the  Stenton  water  for  the  pronrietor, 
Sheriff-Principle  Murray,  and  killed  two  fish,  2141b.  and 
1641b.  respectively.  Stenton  fishings  are  not  let. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water). — Capital  sport  is  just  now 
being  had  with  trout,  which  are  rising  well  and  greedily  to 
the  fly.  On  the  Murthly  and  Delvine  stretches  on  Satur¬ 
day,  the  Rev.  W.  Yale  Bagshawe,  and  Mrs.  Bagshawe, 
the  Lower  School,  Uppingham,  killed  an  excellent  basket 
of  fourteen  trout,  including  a  beauty  of  31b.  To-day 
(Monday),  on  the  Murthly  and  Stenton  sections,  Mr. 
Almond,  Loretto  School,  Mussleburgh,  had  six  lovely 
trout;  and  on  the  Hotel  water,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bagshawe  and 
Mrs.  Bagshawe  caught  ten,  one  of  which  weighed  241b.— 
M.  G. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  continues  in  fair  ply  and  sport 
is  pretty  good.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got, 
but  they  wouldjmore  freely  if  the  weather|was  warmer.  On 
the  Grandtully  water  Mr.  Kelsall  had  four  on  Thursday 
last,  2641b.,  19jlb.,  161b.,  and  101b. ;  Dr.  Almond,  one,  211b. 
On  the  Pitlochry  Hotel  water  Mr.  Thomson  had  one  of 
151b.  on  Saturday.  On  theRedgorton  water  two  were  got, 
171b.  and  121b.  On  the  Grandtully  water  Mr.  J.  Oldham, 
one  of  141b.  on  Tuesday,  and  one,  191b..  on  Saturday ;  Mr. 
Kelsall,  two.  On  the  Murthly  water,  Mr.  M‘Lcan,  one,  201b. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bagshawe,  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  fourteen 
trout,  101b. ;  another  day,  61b.  were  got ;  Dr.  Almond,  51b. 
On  the  free  water  Mr.  Robertson  had  six  wliitling  and 
three  trout ;  Mr.  Howe,  nine  whitling ;  Mr.  Henderson, 
four  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  six. 

Tummel.—  Lord  Elphinstonc.two  on  the  Faskally  water, 
181b.  and  161b.,  on  Friday  ;  one,  181b.,  on  Saturday.  Sir 
Geo.  Stephen  and  B.  S.  Mclnnis  killed  five,  221b.,  161b.,  131b., 
131b.,  and  91b.,  and  on  Monday,  two,  201b.  and  131b.— 
Alder. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Caithness).— On  no  previous 
year  has  Lochmore  yielded  so  few  salmon  to  the  rod  as  it 
has  done  this  year.  This  is  not  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  fish 
by  any  means,  but  owing  to  bad  weather  preventing  the 
boats  getting  on  to  the  loch,  and  the  water  being  from 
melted  snow,  hindered  the  March  run  of  fish  from  getting 
into  the  loch.  The  beats  on  the  river,  however,  have  made 
up  for  the  deficiency,  the  six  rods  having  killed  eighty-six 
salmon  since  my  last  report.  Nos.  6,  7  and  8  beats  being  the 
most  productive.  Loch  Beg  did  very  well,  giving  from  two 
to  four  fish  a  day.  The  last  run  of  fish  are  unusually  small, 
none  of  them  having  weighed  over  91b.  I  consider  this  a 
good  sign,  and  goes  far  to  prove  that  the  sparing  of  the 
grilse  one  year  makes  early  fish  more  plentiful  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  The  weather  is  now  calm,  and  bright  sunshine, 
and  generally  a  little  frost  at  night ;  the  river  is  conse¬ 
quently  falling  fast,  but  I  never  remember  such  a  long 
continued  spell  of  high  water,  the  river  being  j  ust  above 
good  fishing  height  for  twenty-six  days.  All  the  boats  were 
on  the  loch  on  the  14th,  but  up  till  now  the  result  has  not 
reached  me.— A.  H. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.— Ed.] 

The  weather  has  changed  from  cold  and  stormy  to 
fine  and  bright.  The  river  and  Lochmore  are  now 
getting  low.  A  fair  number  of  salmon  fell  to  the  rods 
each  day  as  follows : — On  the  13th  ten  salmon  were  landed 
by  six  rods— six  of  these  were  got  on  the  loch.  On  the 
14th  ten  fish.  On  the  15th  six  fish.  On  the  16th  four  on 
Lochmore,  and  three  on  the  river.  On  the  17th  sixteen 
were  got— thirteen  on  Lochmore  and  four  kelts  landed. 
On  the  18th  ten  fish,  all  on  Lochmore,  average  weight 
about  101b.— A.  H. 

Tweed.  &c.— As  compared  with  last  week,  the  sport  on 
the  Border  rivers  in  the  Kelso  and  other  middle  districts 
shows  a  very  great  diminution  in  regard  to  takes,  the 
conditions  of  weather  and  water  militating  very  consider¬ 
ably  against  the  success  of  the  angler.  The  weather,  gener¬ 
ally,  has  been  much  too  bright,  and  the  cold  north-easterly 
winds  that  have  prevailed  since  last  report  are  now  telling 
against  both  trout  and  salmon  fishing  to  a  very  great 
extent.  The  volume  of  water  in  the  rivers  has  very  con¬ 
siderably  diminished,  and  only  expert  handlers  of  the  rod 
and  line  have  been  able  to  score  during  the  past  week. 
Occasional  good  baskets  of  trout  are  of  course  got,  but  as  a 
general  rule  the  takes  are  far  below  those  obtained  last 
week.  As  far  as  salmon  angling  is  concerned,  very  few 
fish  have  been  killed,  consequent  on  the  conditions 
mentioned,  and  although  there  has  been  a  fair  amount  of 
wind  on,  yet  the  reports  from  all  the  districts  show  a  great 
falling  off  from  the  sport  got  a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  On 
the  Hendersyde,  Mr.  Marsden  has  had  one  salmon ;  Mr. 
Jas.  Kerss,  two;  Mr.  Thos.  Pringle,  Charlesfield,  Kelso, 
angling  for  trout,  hooked  a  fine  fish  of  about  101b.  with  a 
large  sized  March  Brown,  and  after  a  run  of  some  considcr- 
able  time,  he  ultimately  managed  to  land  his  game.  On 
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the  Sprouston  water,  on  Friday  la3t,  Admiral  Walker  killed 
a  couple  of  very  nice  salmon.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done 
on  the  Edna  House  water,  and  the  Floors  C  astle  waters 
are  not  just  now  being  fished,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rox- 
burghe  having  again  proceeded  to  London.  On  the  Teviot, 
Mr.  John  Forrest  (of  Forrest  and  Sons,  Kelso)  had  a  bull¬ 
trout  of  31b.  on  the  Tweed;  below  Kelso,  Mr.  Maurice, 
Worksop,  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout,  which  included  a  bull¬ 
trout  of  about  31b.  Sundry  other  baskets  of  trout  have  also 
been  killed  on  both  rivers  since  last  notes,  but  none  above 
1 01b.,  the  average  being  about  51b.  to  61b.  In  the  Ledburgh 
district  anglers  have  been  pretty  successful,  _  and  in  one 
instance  a  basket  of  101b.  was  got  with  fly  in  little  over  an 
hour’s  fishing.  On  Saturday  one  angler  had  three  sea 
trout  (with  worm),  killed  in  the  Teviot,  while  he  lost  a 
fourth  ;  the  fish  were  about  41b.  each.  Several  other  bull¬ 
trout  have  also  been  got  during  the  week,  but  all  in  the 
lower  reaches.  In  the  Peebles  district  some  very  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Tait, 
Springhill,  had  81b.,  including  a  sea  trout  of  341b.  On  the  1 
same  day,  Mr.  Storrie  had  91b.,  and  a  sea  trout  of  341b.  Mr. 
Turnbull,  Peebles,  had  91b.  on  Monday,  71b.  on  Tuesday, 
tand  since  then  he  has  had  two  baskets  of  41b.  each.  A  gray¬ 
ling  of  141b.  was  caught  on  the  Stobo  water,  and  this  is  a 
somewhat  rare  occurrence  on  this  higher  part  of  the  Tweed. 
The  above  takes  have  all  been  killed  with  fly.  To-day 
(Thursday)  the  weather  is  cold  and  bleak,  with  little  pros- 
pect  of  bettering,  the  wind  being  from  the  north-east,  with 
the  glass  medium  high  and  steady,  while  it  is  piercingly 
chilly  out  of  the  sun.  -Maxwiieel. 

{Wiiitadder  (Ellemford).  —  Several  gentlemen  have 
been  fishing  this  week,  and  trout  have  been  taking  best  in 
the  afternoon.  Since  the  20th  inst.  some  fair  sport  has 
been  got — from  thirty-three  to  a  brace  of  trout.  Mr.  A. 
Ay  ton,  of  Edinburgh,  had  between  51b.  and  61b.;  Mr.  Leith 
had  5jlb. ;  Mr.  Cargill,  141b. ;  Mr.  Hardie,  of  London,  241b. ; 
Mr.  Hill,  on  Saturday,  one  trout,  Jib.  Wind,  N.E.; 
weather  up  to  this  time  (Wednesday  noon),  cold.— R.  J. 
Fenton. 

Ifiah  Imparts. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).— Sport  about  the 
average  on  the  free  upper  roaches.  On  the  Claggan  sec¬ 
tions,  Mr.  George  Steenson,  on  the  14th  inst.,  had  seven 
trout ;  15th,  nine  ;  17th,  eleven  ;  18th,  four  ;  and  on  the  20th, 
six  trout,  and  during  the  week  four  brace  of  pike.  On  the 
same  reaches  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  M’Lean  had  fourteen 
trout,  and  on  Monday,  nine,  all  running  from  lib.  to  21b. 
each,  the  majority  falling  victims  to  the  Red  Palmer.  Fish 
are  plentiful  in  the  Tullyiiggan  preserves  (Mr.  W.  Kinley’s) 
and  in  the  Desertcreight  preserves  (Mr.  Hassard’s),  but 
neither  waters  have  been  fished  much.  On  the  Loughrey 
preserves  Mr.  Charles  Lennon,  fishing  on  Saturday, 
had  twenty-four  trout,  and  Mr.  George  Henry  had  sixteen. 
Another  day  recently,  Mr.  Lennon  bagged  thirteen  trout 
on  the  free  Tullywiggan  reaches.  Killymoon  preserves 
(Mr.  Mervyn  Montray's)  arc  in  good  ply,  and  visitors  at 
Killymoon  Castle  have  had  good  sport,  I  hear,  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  river  with  the  Kildress  stream.  On  the  Ardtrea 
sections,  a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Jardine  Cook  killed  a  91b. 
trout,  while  lower  down  Mr.  Archie  Cooke  is  credited 
with  having  landed  a  monster  weighing  281b.,  but  I  have 
not  yet  obtained  details  of  this.  A  fre-sh  is  badly  needed  at 
present.  Sport  is  slack  on  the  other  East  Tyrone  streams, 
Terrew,  Blackwater,  &c.,  and  nothing  worth  recording  is 
to  hand.— East  Tyrone. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport 

has  been  fair.  Daniel  Leary  has  caught  four  salmon  since 
last  report,  81b.,  121b.,  121b.,  and  131b. ;  Colonel  Roger’s 
fisherman  (Patrick  Brennan)  had  two  nice  salmon  on  Mon¬ 
day,  of  101b.  each  ;  Mr.  Herbert  Millington,  on  Saturday, 
caught  a  fine  salmon  of  151b. ;  on  Monday,  Mr.  Millington, 
jun.,  had  one,  101b.;  Mr.  Lardner  and  Mr.  John  Sullivan 
had  each  a  salmon  of  101b.,  last  week.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  good  on  Waterville  river,  the  Inny,  and  the  Reenrae. 
Weather  too  windy,  and  waters  at  present  too  rough  for 
successful  angling.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.  —  But  few 
anglers  were  out  on  Melvin  last  week,  and  as  the  frost  con¬ 
tinues  at  night  sport  was  not  up  to  the  average,  although  the 
lough  is  better  stocked  with  salmon  than  it  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years.  Particulars— Mr.  E.  V.  Graham,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  one  salmon,  1041b. ;  on  Wednesday,  one  of  91b.  Mr. 
G.  Herrick,  on  Tuesday,  one  salmon,  1141b. ;  on  Friday, 
one  trout  (Salmo  ferox )  of  8jlb. ;  on  Saturday,  one  salmon, 
91b.  Mr.  H.  Johnston,  on  Wednesday,  one  salmon,  101b. 

|  Major  Wilson,  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  101b.  Mr.  C.  R. 

{  Hearne,  on  Friday,  one  salmon,  841b.  Mr.  D.  Brown,  on 
Saturday,  one  salmon,  121b.  Four  or  five  salmon  were 
i  taken  on  Bundrowes  last  week,  but  it  is  getting  rather 
low  and  good  sport  will  not  be  had  either  there  or  on  the 
lough  until  we  have  a  good  fresh. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 
Moy  and  nakes  (Ballina).— The  weather  during  the 
I  past.few  days  has  been  fresh,  and  cold  north-easterly  winds, 
i  with  a  frost  at  night,  is  dead  against  angling.  However, 
some  fish  were  got  by  anglers  who  persevered.  On  the 
18th  Mr.  H.  Scroop  had  three  fish,  151b.,  1341b.,  and  111b. ; 
same  day,  Mr.  Jackson  had  one  fish,  121b.;  Mr.  Engleby, 
one,  131b.  The  20th,  Mr.  H.  Scroop,  one  fish,  131b. ;  Mr.  F. 
W.  Warren,  one  fish,  121b.  21st,  Mr.  Grigly,  one  fish,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  one  fish,  1241b. ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Wilson,  one  fish, 
1541b. ;  Mr.  W.  J.  N.  Angerstein,  one  fish,  1341b.  22nd,  Mr. 
Scroop,  one  fish,  131b. ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Pery,  one  fish,  161b. ;  Mr. 
W.  J.  N.  Angerstein,  two  fish,  121b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson,  one  fish,  131b.  Since  the  north-easterly  winds  set 
in  trout  fishing  is  not  quite  so  good  as  it  was  before  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Diver  one  day  had  twenty-eight  trout,  weigh¬ 
ing  251b.  The  average  catch  to  each  rod  now  is  about  one 
dozen  fish,  averaging  less  than  lib.  The  Messrs.  Peto,  of 
London,  had  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  each  day,  and 
amongst  their  catches  were  three  trout,  10jlb.,  541b.,  and 
441b.,  with  several  two-pounders.  With  some  rain  and  a 
south-west  wind,  undoubtedly  angling  will  improve. — 
Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The  water, 
which  had  been  so  very  high  during  the  past  fortnight, 


both  at  Killaloe  and  Castle  Connell,  has  fallen  consider 
ably  and  should  bo  in  good  fishing  order  in  a  day  or  two. 
Weather  bright  with  keen  south-east  winds,  two  great 
drawbacks  to  sport  I  hardly  need  say.  Major  J.  S.  Mott, 
on  Major  Traherne’s  water,  has  had  one  remarkably 
handsome  springer  of  3541b.,  which  gave  most  exciting 
play  for  twenty-five  minutes.  In  such  heavy  water  it  was 
no  easy  task  to  fight  and  bring  to  boat  such  a  big  fish. 
Major  Mott  has  been  rather  lucky  as  to  the  size  of  fish 
killed  by  him  since  his  arrival  here,  as  the  first  day  he 
went  out  on  Mr.  Laing’s  water,  he  landed  a  rattling  fine 
salmon  of  381b.  General  Gunter,  who  arrived  here  last 
week  from  England,  killed  on  Mr.  S.  Laing’s  water 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  a  very  handsome  fish  of  181b.  He 
was  attended  by  John  and  William  Barry.  We  are  long¬ 
ing  for  a  change  in  the  weather,  and  when  it  comes  many 
a  big  fish  will  be  brought  to  ;boat  and  bank.  H.  Johnson 
and  William  Ellis  are  just  after  killling  on  the  free  water 
a  salmon  of  161b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— After  sending 
my  report  last  week,  I  heard  of  a  fine  salmon  of  371b., 
taken  by  John  Ilahassy  at  Banard  ;  on  the  15th,  Mr. 
Copinger  got  a  salmon,  on  the  lower  waters  at  Glyn,  151b., 
with  a  Jock  Scott,  and  immediately  afterwards  with  the 
same  fly  a  brown  trout  of  71b.,  which  gave  him  more  play 
than  the  salmon ;  on  the  16th,  Mr.  R.  Edward  Smith 
landed  at  Cahir  Mills  weir  a  salmon  of  211b.;  Lord  Ash- 
town  and  party  have  had  good  sport  at  Glenaheiry ;  on 
the  14th,  his  lordship  got  a  salmon  of  1441b.;  on  the  15th, 
Mr.  John  Graham,  two,  91b.  and  61b. ;  on  the  16th,  Lord 
Ashlown  killed  one  of  1141b. ;  Mr.  Philip  C.  Trench,  one 
of  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  John  Graham,  one  of  211b.  :  on  the  18th, 
Mr.  Graham  got  another  of  2441b.  All  of  these  were  taken 
with  the  fly.  Trout  fishing  continues  excellent.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  easterly  breezes  and  frost  at  night  good 
baskets  are  made  daily. — Richard  Bradford. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).  —  A  prevalence  of 
easterly  winds  and  sharp  frosts  has  rendered  the  fishing 
practically  worthless.  The  rivers  have  also  run  very  low 
and  clearand  are  only  fishable  by  poachers.  Great  hopes, 
however,  arc  entertained  that  the  Green  Drake  season  will 
be  a  best  on  record.— T.  J.  W. 


Conn  Testimonial  Fund.— The  committee  met  at  the 
Rising  Sun  on  Tuesday  last,  when  several  important  items 
were  arranged  for  the  presentation,  which  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday  next  at  the  Pitt's  Head,  Grange-road.  As  some 
of  the  money  which  has  been  subscribed  is  not  forth¬ 
coming,  the  committee  present  decided  that  they  would 
make  the  amount  up  themselves,  sooner  than  let  the  testi¬ 
monial  suffer.  The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wed¬ 
nesday.  April  29.  The  secretary  begs  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  10s.  6d.  from  the  Walworth  Waltonians. 

The  Preservation  of  Trout  in  the  Don. — -The 
following  letter  appeared  recently  in  the  Aberdeen 
Daily  Free  Press  :  — “  Sir, — There  is  no  doubt  that, 
as  the  result  of  systematic  netting,  the  number  of 
trout  in  the  Don'has  seriously  diminished  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  It  could  not  be  other¬ 
wise,  for  many  large  parcels  of  trout  (a  hundred¬ 
weight  or  so  at  a  time)  have,  as  I  learn  from  the 
railway  employes ,  been  forwarded  to  Aberdeen 
from  stations  in  the  Don  valley  during  this  period. 
The  real  ‘  blackguards  ’  are,  of  course,  the  con¬ 
signees  of  these  parcels.  It  might  act  as  a  deterrent 
if  their  names  were  obtained  and  published,  bat 
I  doubt  it.  A  good  deal  has  been  done  by  owners 
of  fishings,  at  t lie  instance  of  the  Board,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  river  by  staking,  but  the  small  burns — 
the  nurseries  of  the  trout — cannot  be  thus  guarded. 
At  present,  little  else  can  be  done ;  trout  are 
scarcely  protected  at  all  by  law.  Their  protec¬ 
tion  is,  however,  from  one  point  of  view,  of  more 
importance  thau  that  of  salmon,  as  trout  fishing 
affords  amusement  to  a  much  larger  class.  If  the 
District  Fishery  Boards  in  this  neighbourhood 
i  would  combine  to  prepare,  by  the  light  of  their 
|  experience,  the  draft  of  a  short  bill  dealing  with 
trout  alone,  I  should  suppose  that  the  county 
members  might  be  induced  to  take  the  matter  up. 
Mr.  Esslemont  has  reason  on  his  side  in  objecting 
to  the  hare,  which  is  an  unprincipled  animal  ;  but 
the  trout  is  really,  I  believe,  quite  harmless  ;  he 
can  certainly  not  be  accused  of  being,  like  the 
hare,  always  hungry. — I  am,  &c.,  W.  It.  Paton. 

A  most  uuwise  proposal  was  made  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  last  week, 
viz  ,  that  the  water  bailiffs  should  have  a  monetary 
interest  in  successful  prosecutions.  While  on  the 
one  hand  their  adoption  of  this  system  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  increase  the  number  of  prosecutions,  it 
would  assuredly  be  the  cause  of  many  unwise 
prosecutions  being  instituted,  and  the  magistrates 
would  be  inclined  to  be  somewhat  sceptical  in 
regard  to  the  veracity  of  the  witnesses. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only,— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


ROBERT  STRONG, 

jJvncticitl  £tsl)i«0  ©itcklc  pinker, 

50,  OASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 

INVENTOR  &  MAKER  of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  FLY 
THE  BULL  DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk, 
Liddle,  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
slit.  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Plies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forwarded 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 

at  yery  reasonable  prices. 


WILLIAM  HAYNES,  Manufacturer,  CORK. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  obtaining  first-class  Rods  and  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 
should  give  me  a  trial. 

3ole  Investor  and  Patentee  of  the 

'l  Ai’cher  ”  Spinner  and  Blarney  Prawn  Tackle, 

Both  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq. : — 

Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  19th,  1890. 

Sir,— I  am  obliged  ior  your  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 
chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  from  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

(Signed)  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL, 


May  2,  1891.] 
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-  NOTICE.  - 


Thi  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  te 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Bool  ■ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fif-hing  Tael  le 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  must  be  addressed 
to  R  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 

Correspon  lents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only, 
and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily  as  signa¬ 
tures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless 
this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 


Tevma  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Oo.,  Limited,  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free,  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland .  _  ..  „  „  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d! 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  the  annual  subscription, 

including  postage .  _  _  ..  12s  6d. 


Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Mantger  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Telegraphlo  Address— “  RIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 
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EARLY  RIVER  TROUTING. 

DON,  DEVERON,  AND  FINDHORN. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Of  the  main  streams  north  of  the  Tay  which 
are  of  a  size  to  entitle  them  to  the  name  of  river, 
Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhorn  are  unquestionably 
the  best  for  early  trouting  with  fly.  Their 
reputation  for  being  so  is  not  of  a  few,  but  of 
many  years  standing.  That  reputation  they  still 
retain,  but  only  in  a  comparative  sense.  .The 
trouting  of  the  two  former— with  regret  beit  said 
— is  only  the  ghost  of  its  former  self.  A  generation 
ago,  where  a  301b.  basket  of  fine  large  trout  was 
got,  and  thought  nothing  special,  a  121b.  to  151b. 
basket  of  similar  prime-conditioned  pretty  speckled 
fario  would  nowadays  be  deemed  a  take  of  some 
note.  In  these  degenerate  times  the  pot-hunter’s 
standard  — which  an  arrant  poacher  Scotch  cleric 
would  estimate  to  a  nicety  from  prolonged  practice 
—  it  is  needless  to  say,  therefore,  can  never  now 
be  obtained.  But  while  this  is  what  reasonable 
anglers — whose  experience  has  enabled  them  to 
perfectly  understand  the  circumstances— know 
quite  well  they  need  not  expect,  there  still  are 
resorts  on  all  the  three  rivers  named  where  in 
April  or  May,  free  or  for  a  small  sum,  the  deft 


and  observant  angler  will  obtain  such  sport,  when 
weather  conditions  are  favourable,  as  certainly 
will  prove  fairly  satisfying  at  least  in  these  days 
of  greatly  fewer  and  better  educated  trout, 

As  most  anglers  well  know,  it  is  the  more 
sheltered — and  these  generally  are  the  middlo  and 
lower  sections  of  the  rivers  mentioned  on  which 
sport  earliest  gets  to  be  of  much  account.  In  a 
year  such  as  the  present,  when  seasonable  weather 
is  backward  in  coming  on,  trout,  though  they  may 
rise  well  in  the  “  early  days  ”  for  an  hour  or  two 
about  mid-day  to  the  angler’s  counterfeits,  are 
proportionately  late  in  getting  into  prime  condition 
from  the  absence  of  the  natural  warmth  necessary 
for  the  hatching  out  in  full  strength  of  the  different 
sorts  of  flies  at  the  particular  short  times  usual 
for  them.  Trouting  therefore  for  trout  thoroughly 
fit  for  the  basket  has  scarcely  yet  reached  its  best 
on  any  of  the  sections  of  the  rivers  named.  Given 
right  weather  it  ought,  both  on  Don  and  Deveron, 
from  within  a  few  miles  of  the  sea  to  twenty- five 
to  thirty  miles  inland,  to  be  in  its  prime  within 
the  fortnight  commencing  with  the  first  of  the 
present  month.  In  the  upper  valley  of  the  Don, 
above  Towie  ;  of  the  Deveron,  above  Glass  ;  and 
of  the  Findhorn  for  several  sections  above  and 
below  Freeburn,  the  cream  of  the  season  for  fly 
fishing  will  in  all  probability  be  the  latter  half  of 
May ;  but  in  the  event  of  warm  weather,  with 
westerly  or  southerly  winds,  commencing  soon 
and  lasting  a  good  while,  it  will  of  course  have  a 
somewhat  earlier  start.  About  the  end  of  May, 
clear-water  worm  fishing,  which  answers  admir¬ 
ably,  will  be  getting  into  countenance  with  anglers 
on  Don  and  Deveron.  Parr-tail  fishing,  very  fatal 
oa  the  Findhorn,  does  best  in  June  as  a  rule. 


SCOTCH  SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING 
REVIEWED. 

By  Mac. 

The  spring  salmon  angling  season  proper  closing 
with  the  end  of  April,  the  present  is  the  time 
when  it  is  most  appropriate  to  review  briefly  what 
the  principal  early  rivers  and  lochs  have  done. 

On  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  a  season  nothing 
above  mediocrity  has  been  experienced.  The 
river  fished  best  at  the  commencement  of  the 
season,  and  later,  with  angling  conditions  favour¬ 
able,  sport  revived  several  times  ;  but  in  no  case 
and  nowhere  to  an  extent  that  could  bo  called 
especially  brilliant.  The  making  of  the  rod  fish¬ 
ing  start  earlier  than  the  net  fishing  favoured 
both  the  first  to  arrive  anglers,  and  also  Ihe  rods 
that  fished  on  Loch  Tay  later  on.  But  this  not¬ 
withstanding,  the  angling  in  the  latter  case  jogged 
along  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  fashion,  no 
greatsccratoonerod  in  asingleday  being  obtained. 
On  Tweed  poor  sport,  as  is  always  the  case  now¬ 
adays,  was  experienced  at  the  commencement  of 
the  season.  Tweed  laws  and  Tweed  management 
account  for  this  state  of  matters  on  what  is  natu¬ 
rally  one  of  the  grandest  salmon  rivers  in  the 
kingdom.  Its  stock  of  fish  in  the  early  months 
is  getting  sadly  cut  off,  and  rarely  of  recent  years 
has  any  augliug  to  speak  of  been  obtained  before 
the  middle  of  March.  Rivers  not  any  earlier,  natu¬ 
rally,  are  yielding  their  hundreds  of  fish  before 
this  date,  and  why  should  not  Tweed  ?  We  speak 
not  of  the  nets’  but  of  the  rods’  takes.  But  while 
Tweed  is  now  a  poor  early  spring  river,  it,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  others,  has  this  year  had  a  period  of 
excellence  of  angling  comparatively  speaking. 
During  April  it  has  been  so  good  to  the  mind  of 
the  locals  as  to  be  pronounced  by  them  *•  excel¬ 
lent,”  and  not  once,  but  several  times,  have  we 
seen  it  stated  by  the  same  authorities  that  there 
has  been  a  return  of  the  Tweed’s  renown  of 
former  days  for  early  angling.  This,  however, 
we  modestly  venture  to  insinuate  is  drawing  the 
long  bow. 

The  North  Esk,  which  for  its  size  is  unques¬ 
tionably  the  most  famed  river  in  Scotland  for  its 
wealth  of  early  salmon,  has  yielded  a  mere  no¬ 
thing  to  the  rod — not  perhaps  a  dozen  fish — its 
harvest  having  wholly  fallen  to  the  desperate 
netters ! 

Rounding  northward  next  comes  the  Dee, 
which  has  had,  especially  in  the  fairly  upper  and 
upper  waters,  a  splendid  season.  Sport  was  good 
from  the  start,  February  11.  For  a  month  be¬ 
fore  this  time  the  river  for  thirty-five  miles  from 
the  sea  was  well  stocked,  and  the  very  first  day 
of  the  fishing  a  take  of  eix  fish  to  one  rod  was 


got  on  a  reach  sixty  miles  inland.  Not  for  years 
have  fish  in  great  plenty  been  found  so  far  up  the 
river  at  the  very  start.  Some  remarkable  takes 
have  been  obtained — thirteen,  twelve,  and  several 
elevens — as  single  day  results  to  one  rod.  The 
Glentanar,  Cambus  O’May,  Invercauld  Hotel 
water,  Ballater,  the  Royal  Fisheries— Birkhall, 
Abergeldie  and  Balmoral— and  the  Invercauld 
private  water,  Braemar,  have  all  yielded  wonder¬ 
fully  for  the  extent  respectively  to  which  they 
have  been  fished.  It  is  reported  that  sixty-four  fish 
were  got  on  the  latter  fishery — one  mile  of  river — 
in  six  days,  and  the  take  it  is  understood  on  the 
Ballater  Hotel  water  now  runs  close  upon  four 
hundred.  These  upper  waters  it  is  safe  to  say 
will  fish  splendidly  in  May  should  the  weather 
prove  favourable  as  it  usually  does,  May  as  a 
rule  being  a  more  certain  month  for  them  than 
April,  which  generally  is  cold  and  hard,  with 
frosty  nights,  bright  sunshine  and  low  water. 

The  Don  need  scarcely  be  spoken  of  as  a  spring 
salmon  angling  river,  although  it  yields  vast 
numbers  of  spring  salmon  to  the  nets.  It  has, 
however,  this  year  given  a  few  fish,  and  will  yet, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  give  a  good  few  more 
as  a  result  of  the  making  in  the  autumn  of  last 
year  the  Muggiemoss  dam  dyke  more  easily 
passable.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the 
good  results  which  may  be  seen  will  encourage 
the  Fishery  Board  not  to  rest  content  with  what 
they  have  done,  but  to  do  more — very  much 
more— with  a  view  to  making  the  Don  what  it 
ought  to  be,  and  that  is  one  of  the  very  best 
salmon  rivers  in  Scotland  for  early  fishing,  both 
rol  and  net.  In  every  respect  our  remarks  as 
regards  the  Don’s  productiveness  hold  good  as 
applied  to  the  Deveron.  Fish  there  have  also  got 
up  better  than  usual,  but  only  for  a  short  time, 
as  the  improvement  in  the  Deveron’s  case  wrs 
not  permanent.  The  breaking  up  of  tho  ice  iu 
winter  made  a  breach  in  the  impassable  Rack 
dyke,  up  which  fish  got  before  the  netting  season 
opened,  and  as  a  result  of  this  more  salmon  have 
been  got  in  the  river  above  than  is  usual  up  to  this 
time  of  the  year. 

The  Spey  is  a  most  unfortunate  river.  Its 
early  spring  fish  nearly  all  fall  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond.  His  Grace’s  netting  is  too  effective 
and  too  constant  and  extends  too  far  up  river  for 
many  fish  escaping.  Even  the  fish  that  enter  the 
river  during  the  weekly  close-time  are  not — even 
those  that  enter  on  Saturday  night — able  to  be 
so  far  up  river  as  to  be  past  the  farthest  inland 
nets  before  the  netting  starts  on  Monday  morning. 
This  enables  the  Duke’s  netters  to  practically 
catch  and  kill  all,  leaving,  as  the  Ilighlandmen 
aptly  put  it,  “  neither  seed,  breed,  nor  generation.” 
It  is  no  wonder,  under  the  circumstances,  that  tho 
Spey  fishes  so  poorly  :  the  wonder  is  that  it  fishes 
as  it  does.  The  fish,  owing  to  the  coldaess  of  the 
water  in  the  early  spring,  travel  very  slowly 
through  the  Duke’s  miles  of  netting  water,  and 
it  is  almost  a  miracle  that  any  of  them  escape  to 
pusli  farther  on  to  give  the  angler  a  chance  of 
casting  a  fly  over  them.  Perhaps,  on  the  whole, 
tho  best  time  for  tho  Spey  iu  spring — if  spring  it 
may  bo  called— is  from  tho  present  date  for  a 
fortnight  onward,  counting  always,  of  course,  on 
weather  and  water  both  being  rightly  conducive 
to  sport.  The  Findhorn  is  another  unfortunate 
river— worse  used  even  than  the  Spey — never,  in¬ 
deed,  in  early  spring  affording  salmon  angling,  and 
all  through  the  harassing  and  incessant  netting  of 
all  kinds  in  river,  estuary,  and  aloDg  the  coast. 

The  anglers  on  the  Garry  and  Loch  Oich  have 
had  fine  sport,  but  their  total  catch  of  fish  for  the 
season  up  to  date  is  nothing  special  considering 
the  famed  reputation  of  these  waters  for  early 
angling.  If  any  angler  deserves  to  be  rewarded 
with  sport,  that  angler  is  Mr.  Wilson,  lessee  of  the 
fishings  in  question.  His  praiseworthy  action  in 
buying  up  the  netting  rights  at  a  number  of 
stations  for  the  purpose  of  improving  sport,  and 
also  of  enabling  more  fish  to  find  their  way  to  the 
natal  waters,  ought  to  commend  itself  most 
strongly  to  everyone  interested  in  the  restoration 
of  our  salmon  fisheries  to  their  former  standard  of 
productiveness.  This  action  of  his  will,  in  good 
years,  greatly  benefit  not  only  himself,  but  also 
the  whole  fishings,  both  rod  and  net,  in  all  the 
waters  connected  with  the  Ness  and  in  the  Ness 
itself.  Nothing  need  be  said  of  the  Ness,  which 
is  not  a  river  for  early  angling,  as  the  great  head 
of  fish  which  enter  it  in  winter  and  the  early  part 
of  spring  pass  on,  without  much  delay,  right 
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through  it  to  the  celebrated  angling  waters  farther 
inland. 

Passing  the  Beauly,  which  is  not  a  “  nrst- 
classer  ”  in  spring,  we  come  to  the  Conon.  Here, 
also,  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  improvement 
of  the  fishing.  Some  years  ago  the  angling  pro¬ 
prietors  and  lessees  bought  up  the  river  netting 
and  removed  the  nets,  and  their  most  recent  action 
has  been  the  buying  up  of  the  netting  at  the  cruive 
in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  trapping  of  fish  by  this 
fixture.  Already  the  result  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  angling.  The  tributary 
stream,  the  Blackwater,  has  fished  very  well, 
yielding  nice  sport  even  during  the  long  tract  of 
dry  bright  weather  with  east  winds  which  has 
been  experienced.  On  the  other  hand  the  Conon 
above  the  junction  has  fished  but  poorly  during 
the  same  time.  On  the  Carron,  Easter  Ross,  the 
angling  has  been  better  than  usual.  On  the 
Oykel,  also,  better  sport  than  is  wont  to  be  had 
has  been  obtained.  On  most  of  their  stretches 
Oykel,  Cassley,  Einig  and  Shin  have  all  been 
benefited,  a  result  which  has  been  brought  about 
by  the  praiseworthy  action  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland,  in  having  some  years  ago 
ceased  to  exercise  his  right  to  net  the  Kyle  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Shin.  Balnagown,  a  still  more 
interested  proprietor,  has  done  nothing  for  these 
fisheries  yet. 

A  capital  fishing  season  has  been  had  on  the 
Brora,  which  has  yielded  takes  of  nine  and  ten 
fish  to  one  rod  in  a  day.  The  total  catch  for 
the  season  stands  high  as  compared  with  the 
average  catch  of  recent  years.  His  Grace  has 
done  handsomely  here  also,  having  discon¬ 
tinued  the  river  netting  and  only  two  or  three 
times  sent  up  his  netters  to  draw  their  nets 
through  the  bays  of  Loch  Brora. 

After  a  few  years  in  succession  of  rather 
inferior  sport  considering  its  reputation,  the 
Helmsdale  has  once  more  come  to  the  front.  For 
about  five  or  six  weeks  anglers  have  had  such 
sport  on  it  as  has  almost  equalled  the  famous 
sport  which  some  six  or  seven  years  ago  made 
almost  every  salmon  angler’s  teeth  water  for  a  rod 
on  the  Helmsdale.  The  Helmsdale  is  used  in  the 
right  fashion.  In  summer,  when  it  has  not  the 
volume  for  angling,  netting — which  then  is  advis¬ 
able — is  carried  on  ;  but  in  spring,  when  there  is 
plenty  of  water,  and  usually  plenty  of  fish,  it  is 
reserved  entirely  for  angling. 

The  Thurso  and  Loch  More  have  between  them 
yielded  gratifying  sport  for  some  time  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  over  the  fishings  on 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  and  are  as  a  company, 
to  do  everything  that  in  them  lies  to  bring  back 
to  the  Thurso  the  famous  renown  which  it  once 
had  amongst  anglers,  but  from  which  of  late 
years  it  has  sadly  fallen  away.  Fish  culture  is  to 
be  carried  on  on  an  extensive  scale.  But  there 
still  remain  thenets  in  Thurso  Bay  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  Forss  has  fished  pretty  well — tenfold  better 
than  it  fished  for  many  years  before  Mr.  Blenk- 
hom  commenced  his  hatchery  on  its  banks,  under 
the  supervision  of  that  able  fish-culturist,  Mr. 
Nicol  McNicol;  but  its  season,  so  far,  has  not  been 
so  goDd  as  were  its  seasons  of  six  or  seven  years 
ago,  when  all  round  the  well-used  rivers  in  the 
north  yielded  so  magnificently.  The  llalladale 
hasjielded  fairly,  but  besides  that  it  floods  and 
runs  out  with  great  suddenness,  it  is  most  cruelly 
netted,  and  little  can  he  expected  of  it  except 
during  a  particularly  wet  time. 

A  very  good  season  indeed  has  been  had  on 
the  Borgie,  but  anglers  on  all  the  rivers  from 
the  Thurso  westward  have  suffered  from  the 
fickleness  of  the  weather,  and  the  fact  that  the 
state  of  the  water  has,  as  often  as  not,  been 
against  the  getting  of  such  sport  as  would 
under  more  favourable  circumstances  have  with 
certainty  been  obtained.  Naver  anglers  have  done 
very  fair  on  tho  whole,  and  there  is  hope  that 
some  rattling  sport  is  yet  to  come.  His  Grace  the 
Duke  has  abandoned,  for  this  year  at  least,  all 
netting  in  and  in  connection  with  the  river,  so 
t  hat  should  a  strong  run  of  fish  now  come  on,  there 
ii  every  probability  that  tbe  Naver’s  early  season 
angliug  will  end  with  a  good  flourish. 

Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vegetable  and  animal  life 
in  o  li-sh  poiuli.  Lise  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
supplied  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  means  a 
brood  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  con¬ 
tinually  increasing  supply.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
m  iking  pink  fleslmd  Trout).— Write  to  J.  J.  Armislead,  Solway 
Fi  liery,  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  of  fish,  fry,  ova.  &c.  By  far 
t-lie  oldest  established  concern  in  Britain.  Gold  and  Silver  ar.d 
lirorjje  Med.  Is,  Diplomas,  &c. 


EASTER  FISHING  ON  THE  EDEN. 

Many  readers  of  these  notes  will  probably,  at  one 
time  or  another,  have  been  sorely  put  about  to 
find  a  bit  of  river  which  will  afford  a  few  days’ 
angling  with  a  reasonable  chance  of  fair  sport, 
and  at  the  same  time  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

I  must  confess  that  often  has  such  been  my 
lot,  and  in  quest  thereof  I  have,  iu  my  time, 
wandered  into  queer  nooks,  and  have  occasionally 
been  rewarded  for  my  researches,  but  much  more 
frequently,  from  some  cause  or  another,  the  enter¬ 
prise  has  been  attended  by  disappointment,  at  all 
events  as  far  as  concerned  the  creel. 

I  fancy  myself  a  pretty  keen,  angler,  and  don’t 
much  mind  how  far  I  go  for  it,  nor  do  I  grumble 
should  fish  not  show  any  ardent  desire  to  impale 
themselves  on  my  hook  at  regular  intervals 
throughout  tbe  day  or  week,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  require  a  certain  number  of  victims  to 
enable  me  to  class  my  exertions  iu  the  category 
of  sport,  and  at  once  plead  guilty  to  having  no 
particular  relish  for  a  certain  fish  which  is  as 
well  known  to  the  oldest  inhabitant  as  the  kitchen 
of  the  village  inn. 

It  is  a  curious  coincidence,  but  ever  since  I  can 
remember,  fish  have  always  been  taking  well  just 
previous  to  my  arrival  at  any  angling  resort,  and 
good  baskets  have  been  attained,  but,  sure  enough, 
my  coming  has  been  a  signal  for  them  to  take  a 
fit  of  the  sulks,  and  the  average  weight  of  those 
which  have  fallen  to  my  rod  has  been  below  that 
which  the  natives  led  me  to  expect,  yet  the  size 
of  my  bag'  and  the  weight  of  the  individual  fish 
have  usually  been  as  good  as  those  of  other  anglers 
whose  creels  I  have  inspected. 

I  had  well-nigh  settled  my  plans  for  an  angling 
outing  to  extend  over  the  Easter  week  just  passed, 
when  casually  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the 
Finliing  Gazette,  I  noticed  an  advertisement  headed 
in  bold  type,  “  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  Red 
Lion  Hotel.  Armathwaite,  Cumberland,”  further 
stating  that  angling  tickets  were  issued  iu  con¬ 
junction  with  the  hotel.  This  altered  my  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  I  forthwith  decided  to  revisit  the 
Eden. 

If  at  any  future  time  fate  should  establish  me 
as  proprietor  of  a  village  hostelry,  I  am  certain 
that  hostelry  would  be  styled  an  iuu  in  preference 
to  the  more  pretentious  title  of  hotel,  as  the 
former  seems  to  carry  with  it  a  sense  of  cosy  ease 
and  comfort,  so  dear  to  the  angler  after  a  hard 
day  by  the  waterside.  However,  “  What’s  in  a 
name  ?  ”  At  all  events,  I  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel  was  hotel  by  name  and  inn 
by  nature,  being  presided  over  by  the  most 
obliging  of  hosts,  who  had  acquired  the  lease 
since  my  previous  visit,  aud  made  many  altera¬ 
tions  for  the  better  comfort  of  his  guests. 

Before  and  after  a  long  day’s  work,  fancy  tea 
urns  and  toast  racks  play  second  fiddle  to 
homely,  substantial  fare,  and  this  is  evidently  the 
opinion  of  the  host  of  the  Lion. 

The  Eden  is  a  big  fine  river,  deep  in  many 
places,  so  the  angler  who  means  to  fish  it  pro 
perly  must  be  provided  with  wading  trousers  and 
brogues,  well  nailed,  for  those  harmless  looking 
stones  are  treacherous.  He  should  also  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  an  18ft.  6in.  salmon  rod  and  a  12ft. 
trout  rod. 

From  the  south  country  to  the  Eden  is  a  far 
cry,  but  is  well  worth  the  journey  for  even  a  few 
days ;  and  the  change  afforded  in  fishing  a  large 
river  should  be  welcome  to  him  who  usually  fre¬ 
quents  pottering  little  streams  which  a  single  cast 
can  cover. 

Provided  with  the  necessary  ticket  and  licence, 
I  started  in  the  morning,  intending  to  give  the 
fish  a  chance  early  and  late,  while  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  trout  should  have  atten¬ 
tion  ;  indeed,  I  did  not  expect  to  do  much  with 
salmon  as  the  river  was  far  too  low,  aud  some 
weeks  had  elapsed  since  a  flood,  but  the  swish  of 
a  salmon  rod  has  its  charm. 

It  was  a  real  good  fishing  day,  the  sky  being 
nicely  clouded  over,  while  a  stiff  north-east  breeze 
raised  a  good  purl  on  the  water.  After  an  all  day 
breakfast  I  made  straight  away  down  stream  to  a 
pool  which  was  only  fishable  in  a  very  low  water, 
and  waded  out  middle  deep  to  gain  the  rocks  lying 
sunken  in  mid  stream,  the  only  way  to  command 
the  catch. 

The  stream  was  too  rough  for  any  fly,  so  put  on 
the  local  minnow,  known  as  the  Angel,  selecting 
one  about  three  inches  in  length. 
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I  was  just  wondering  how  on  earth  I  should  re¬ 
gain  the  shore  if  a  fish  chanced  to  take,  when 
down  went  the  rod  top  and  I  was  into  a  big  one, 
who,  after  a  hard  fight  of  about  twenty  minutes, 
found  his  way  into  the  net,  which  by-the-bye  I  had 
placed  on  an  adjacent  rock.  The  fish  was  fresh- 
run  and  scaled  181b.  The  Angel  minnow  only 
boasts  of  two  triangles  at  the  tail,  having  no  wing 
hooks,  and  as  unfortunately  the  fish  broke  off  the 
tail  triangle,  I,  having  no  other,  was  obliged  to 
continue  with  it  incomplete,  and  this  probably 
lost  me  a  fish,  as  after  a  few  casts  a  good  fish  took 
it,  but  when  he  jumped  into  air  I  distinctly  saw 
the  bait  fall  from  his  jaw.  Most  vexatious !  Moving 
down  a  few  yards  to  where  a  rock  gave  a  safe  foot¬ 
hold,  I  commenced  casting  the  Angel,  or  rather 
swinging  it,  for  such  method  is  the  best,  and  at 
the  third  cast  a  real  big  fish  came  savagely  up  and 
seized  it.  He  shook  his  head,  and  then  plunged 
to  the  depths  of  the  pool,  when,  finding  himself 
still  tethered,  he  bolted  straight  down-stream. 
The  position  was  not  altogether  pleasant,  for  on 
three  sides  of  me  the  water  was  about  ten  feet 
deep,  and  in  the  other  direction  it  was  up  to  one’s 
middle,  and  the  bottom  exceedingly  rough,  so  I 
determined  to  remain  and  do  the  best. 

Down  the  stream  he  sped  for  full  forty  yards, 
then  stopped  and  seemed  a  bit  done,  so  I  put 
pressure  on,  with  the  object  of  getting  him  to  closer 
quarters,  as  if  he  had  been  killed  so  far  off  there 
would  have  been  no  getting  him  up  again.  When 
about  half  way  up  he  renewed  the  fight,  and  un¬ 
fortunately  with  one  mad  plunge  bang  went  the 
treble  gut,  and  he  was  free — and  so  was  I  to  regain 
the  shore. 

Altogether  this  was  a  pretty  bit  of  sport,  but  it 
knocked  on  the  head  all  ideas  of  touting,  as  by 
this  time  it  was  past  four  o’clock,  so  I  continued 
with  the  big  rod,  but  did  nothing  further. 
The  next  day  I  hooked  a  good  fish  with  a  Jock 
Scott  on  siDgle  gut,  which  he  promptly  broke. 

Not  cariug  to  risk  any  more  breakages  in  this 
pool,  I  made  up  to  the  pool  above,  and  killed  a  fish 
of  81b.,  and  later  on  hooked  another,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  got  off  after  about  five  minutes’  play. 

About  one  o'clock  the  sun  came  out  hot,  and 
hatched  a  lot  of  Light  Bleas,  so  I  put  up  the 
trout  rod,  and  iu  about  au  hour  killed  twelvo 
trout,  weighing  511b. ;  then  the  rise  ceased,  so  I 
resumed  the  salmon  rod,  but  without  result. 

The  following  day  I  only  tried  trout  fishing,  and 
bagged  eighteen,  weighing  81b.,  with  the  March 
brown,  which  was  not  very  bad,  considering  a 
strong  east  wind  was  blowing  all  day. 

The  next  day  managed  to  get  seven  trout, 
weighing  41b.,  in  an  easterly  gale,  and  should  have 
done  better  had  I  not  unfortunately,  during  the 
middle  of  the  rise,  managed  to  hooka  salmon  with 
the  March  Brown,  who,  after  about  five  minutes’ 
play,  ran  out  all  my  line  and  made  away  with  the 
entire  cast,  and  by  the  time  another  was  rigged 
up  the  rise  was  over. 

Upon  my  last  day  I  set  off  early  to  one  of  the 
lower  pools,  and  soon  killed  a  beautiful  little  fish 
of  8lb.,  and  theu  started  troutiug,  expecting  to  do 
well,  as  the  day  was  much  warmer,  aud  did  so,  as 
the  bag  made  up  to  fourteen  trout,  weighing  8lb., 
killed  with  the  March  Brown  and  Light  Blea, 
mostly  with  the  former. 

Iu  the  evening  I  took  to  the  salmon  rod  again, 
and  got  broke  in  a  big  fresh  run  fish,  who  doubled 
round  a  big  rock  and  broke  the  reel  line,  taking  it 
with  him.  This  ended  my  visit,  which  had  pro¬ 
duced  three  salmon— 18lb  ,  81b.,  and  8lb.  (lost  four 
others  and  landed  several  kelts)— and  fifty-ono 
trout,  weighing  25^1b.,  which  I  think  w-as  not  bad 
considering  tbe  unfavourable  weather. 

The  trout  were  iu  exceptionally  fine  condition 
for  the  time  of  year,  being  quite  a  month  in  advance 
of  the  average  year,  which  was  accounted  for  by 
the  warm  weather  experienced  in  these  parts 
during  February  aud  early  iu  March. 

Anyone  requiring  local  flies  cannot  do  better 
than  apply  to  Strong,  tackle  maker,  Carlisle. 

My  experience  of  the  condition  of  trout  during 
last  Easter  seems  at  variance  with  the  reports 
generally,  but  then  the  Eden  is  a  wooded  river  in 
many  places,  and  the  long  flats  which  occur  at 
intervals  form  maguificent  nurseries  for  tho  feed. 
In  decent  weather,  151b.  to  201b.  weight  of  trout, 
averaging  9oz.  to  12oz.,  is  about  right,  and  the 
trout  are  trout.  Fraser  Sandeman. 


Waterproofs  (ladies'  and  gentlemen's). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only. — East  London  Ruupeb 
Co  ,  8,  yhoreditph,  E. 
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FARMER  TIBBALT  AND  THE  PERCH 
FISHING  CLUB. 

Farmer  Tibbalt,  as  we  used  to  call  him,  was 
another  sporting  associate,  and  he  certainly  was 
one  of  the  most  out-of-the-way  men  I  ever  met 
with.  Rough  in  his  exterior,  he  had  a  polished 
mind,  which,  however,  had  rusted  a  little  in  bis 
latter  years  hy  his  affecting  to  dislike  the  com¬ 
pany  of  gentlemen.  He  was  a  man  of  good  for¬ 
tune,  and  farmed  a  considerable  estate  of  his  own, 
and  few  persons  could  do  it  better.  His  great 
delight  was  iu  coursing,  and  if  anyone  beat  one  of 
his  favourite  greyhounds,  he  was  sure  to  be 
pressed  to  dinner.  It  was  my  luck  to  do  so  on  one 
occasion,  and  I  received  an  invitation  accordingly. 
It  was  the  first  time  I  had  entered  his  house,  and 
I  shall  never  forget  the  scene  which  presented 
itself.  After  depositing  my  horse  in  the  stable,  I 
had  to  pick  my  way  through  a  dirty  farmyard  to  a 
small  wicket  gate,  tumbling  off  its  hinges.  This 
led  me  by  the  gable  end  of  the  house  to  a  small 
untidy  garden.  The  house  itself  was  a  large 
straggling  building,  with  little  casement  windows, 
and  covered  with  honeysuckles  and  pyracanthus. 
The  entrance  door  led  immediately  into  the  dining 
room,  where  there  was  a  sideboard  covered  with 
a  profusion  of  fine  old  plate.  Two  unusually  tall 
footmen  in  rich  liveries  waited  with  napkins  over 
their  thumbs,  a  custom  not  then  much  in  vogue, 
and  the  dinner  was  well  dressed  and  rather 
recherche.  The  party  consisted  of  two  respectable 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  lawyer  of  the 
name  of  Dawson,  and  the  wife  of  our 
host,  a  melancholy  subdued  looking  woman, 
who  never  spoke,  and  who  left  the  room 
as  soon  as  dinner  was  over.  Farmer  Tibbalt  then 
was  in  all  his  glory.  His  best  port  wine  was  pro¬ 
duced,  and  with  it  certain  old-fashioned  glasses, 
having  long  stalks  which  were  curiously  figured, 
and  on  the  top  of  them  appeared  small  circular 
globes  intended  to  hold  the  wine,  and  which  were 
decorated  with  vine  leaves  and  bunches  of  grapes, 
with  the  motto,  “  Dum  vivimus  bibamus,”  round 
each  rim.  They  did  not,  to  be  sure,  hold  much, 
but  then  our  host  insisted  that  they  should  be 
filled  to  the  very  brim  on  every  circulation  of  the 
bottle,  which  performed  its  duty  with  no  little 
celerity.  Those  of  the  party  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  dining  with  our  worthy  landlord 
seemed  fully  aware  of  the  custom  of  the  house, 
and  offered  no  objections  to  the  frequency  of  the 
required  libation.  The  conversation  was  about 
pigs,  greyhounds,  sheep  and  oxen,  except  that 
now  and  then,  when  something  called  it  forth,  our 
host  showed  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
elegant  literature,  and  that  like  Maecenas  of  old, 
he  was  cloctus  sermones  utriusque  lingua.  He 
appeared,  however,  ashamed  of  having  shown  his 
learning,  and  returned  immediately  to  his  dogs 
and  kine.  He  was  an  extraordinary  compound  of 
contradictions.  He  talked  of  persons  of  rank 
with  contempt,  while  he  was  flattered  at  any 
approaches  they  made  to  an  acquaintance  with 
him.  He  affected  to  despise  learning,  while  it 
was  evident  that  he  had  sedulously  cultivated  it ; 
and  he  dressed  himself  like  a  sloven,  while  his  ser¬ 
vants  appeared  in  the  most  expensive  liveries. 
He  was,  however,  hospitable,  and  a  kind  master, 
and  understood  the  habits  and  supplied  the  wants 
of  bis  numerous  labourers,  who  looked  up  to  him 
as  a  friend  always  ready  to  assist  them.  I  had  a 
proof  of  this  at  a  harvest-home  to  which  I  was 
invited.  Great  numbers  of  peasants  had  assembled 
with  their  wives,  children  and  relations.  Tables 
were  spread  under  sheds  in  the  farm-yard,  which 
were  profusely  covered  with  meat  and  puddings, 
together  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  ale,  on  which 
Mr.  Tibbalt  prided  himself  much.  As  soon  as 
dinner  was  over  tho  host  went  round  the  tables 
to  inquire  if  every  one  was  satisfied,  and  this 
was  the  signal  for  drinking  his  health.  One  of 
the  principal  labourers  got  up,  and  in  a  clear,  loud 
voice  sang  the  following  lines,  everyone  joining  in 
the  chorus,  which  might  have  been  heard  a  mile 
off:  — 

“  Here’s  a  health  unto  our  master. 

The  founder  of  the  feast, 

And  I  do  hope  with  all  my  heart 
His  soul  in  heav’n  may  rest ; 

And  that  all  things  may  prosper 
^  Which  he  does  take  in  hand, 

For  we  are  all  his  servants 
And  under  his  command. 

Chorus. 

Then  drink,  boys,  and  sing,  boys, 

Take  care  you  do  not  spill, 

For  if  you  do  you  must  drink  two, 

And  that’s  our  master’s  will,” 


These  lines  were  probably  the  production  of 
some  “  mute,  inglorious  Milton  ”  of  the  village. 
The  threat  of  anyone’s  being  obliged  to  drink  two 
tumblers  of  ale  iu  case  any  of  it  was  spilt  would 
most  likely  lead  many  to  commit  the  crime  for 
the  sake  of  incurring  the  penalty. 

When  the  dinner  was  over  the  whole  party 
adjourned  to  the  great  barn,  which  had  been  fitted 
up  for  the  occasion.  Here  they  danced  and  sang 
till  a  late  hour  in  the  morning,  and  then  dispersed 
full  of  gratitude  and  good  wishes  to  their  liberal 
entertainer. 

I  have  mentioned  this  scene  more  particularly, 
because  it  was  one  of  those  old  customs  which  is 
now  falling  into  disuse.  It  helped  to  cement  that 
good  understanding  which  should  always  exist 
between  a  master  and  his  labourers.  It  was  one 
of  those  ties  which  bind  them  together,  and  pro¬ 
duced  that  kindliness  of  feeling  which  almost 
deprives  labour  of  its  burthen,  and  cheers  the 
peasant  during  the  performance  of  his  daily 
tasks. 

The  characters  I  have  attempted  to  describe, 
in  addition  to  a  few  other  persons  of  respecta¬ 
bility,  met  together  in  my  younger  days  at  an  old- 
fashioned  farmhouse,  standing  by  the  side  of  a 
deep  stream,  and  belonging  to  a  wealthy  farmer 
and  miller,  for  the  purpose  of  perch  fishing  and 
playing  at  bowls.  This  house  was  the  very 
picture  of  neatness  and  comfort.  It  was  built  of 
grey  sandstone,  having  windows  which  projected 
a  little,  and  it  was  covered  with  roses,  creepers  of 
various  sorts,  and  an  old  vine,  all  carefully  trained, 
and  which  gave  it  a  cheerful  appearance. 
Numerous  stacks  of  various  sorts,  and  of  a  portly 
size,  were  seen  on  one  side  of  the  house,  and 
amongst  them  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  fowls  and 
pigs  revelled  in  the  utmost  luxury.  On  one  side, 
a  small  terrace  was  raised  just  above  the  stream, 
having  a  fishing-house  at  one  end  of  it,  and 
opposite  the  house  was  a  well  kept  bowling-green. 
Here  a  club,  consisting  of  the  persons  I  have 
referred  to,  and  who  rented  the  miller’s  stream, 
met  once  a  fortnight  during  the  summer,  to  enjoy 
the  diversion  of  perch  fishing,  for  which  the  river 
was  celebrated,  or  if  they  thought  proper,  to  vary 
the  amusement  by  playing  at  the  healthy  and 
animating  game  of  bowls. 

The  worthy  miller  had  allowed  the  club  to  be 
established,  I  verily  believe,  as  a  source  of  amuse¬ 
ment  to  himself.  He  provided  a  dinner  for  us, 
protected  the  fishery,  and  took  a  great  interest  in 
the  election  of  a  new  member.  He  knew  the 
character  and  history  of  every  one  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  gave  his  opinion  freely  of 
those  whom  he  thought  would  not  make  a  pleasant 
addition  to  the  party.  Our  host  himself  looked 
like  a  regular  Boniface.  Enormously  fat  and 
portly  in  his  person,  rough  in  his  manners,  and 
having  a  sly,  cunning  look  out  of  the  corners  of 
his  eyes,  like  a  magpie,  he  was  nevertheless  liberal 
in  his  entertainments,  and  moderate  in  his  charges 
to  the  club,  of  which  he  considered  himself  a 
member.  He  beat  us  all  as  a  perch  fisher,  but  a 
game  of  bowls  was  his  delight,  although  he  was 
unable  to  pick  up  a  ball,  and  like  Falstaff,  it  was 
many  a  year  since  he  had  seen  his  own  knee. 
During  a  game  of  bowls,  he  watched  his 
opportunity  of  making  a  small  bet,  which  he 
generally  won  to  his  evident  satisfaction,  and  on 
receiving  the  money  he  gave  a  significant  look, 
implying  in  the  language  of  the  road  that  he  knew 
a  thing  or  two. 

Such  was  Tom  Wagstaffe,  and  I  verily  believe 
that  the  happiest  days  of  his  life  were  those  on 
which  the  club  met  at  his  house.  He  was  rich 
and  prosperous.  His  mill  was  kept  constantly 
going,  and  the  noise  of  the  wheel  aud  tho  splash 
of  the  water  added  to  the  interest  of  the  scene 
around  us.  His  farm  and  farm- yard  teemed 
with  abundance,  aud  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  stream  presented  a  beautiful  verdant  slope 
of  meadow  to  the  very  edge  of  the  water, 
while  at  a  little  distance  on  the  opposite  side,  the 
ground  was  here  and  there  abruptly  steep,  and 
adorned  with  trees  and  underwood.  Tom  Wag¬ 
staffe  was  a  widower,  aud  had  only  one  son  to 
inherit  his  riches.  He  was  a  solemn,  contonted 
looking  young  man,  aud  was  held  in  good  order  by 
his  father,  who  kept  him  constantly  at  work,  and 
seemed  to  have  a  dread  of  his  becoming  elated 
with  the  prospects  before  him. 

At  this  mill,  or  rather  at  tho  farmhouse  adjoin¬ 
ing  it,  the  members  of  the  club  met  at  such  times 
it)  the  morning  as  suited  their  inclinations,  and 


commenced  fishing  for  perch.  The  dinner,  how¬ 
ever,  was  always  placed  on  the  table  punctually 
at  three  o’clock.  It  consisted  of  a  water  souche  of 
perch  floating  amidst  parsley  and  parsley  roots, 
a  sightly  piece  of  beef,  certain  products  of  the 
farm,  with  puddings  and  tarts  in  abundance,  all  of 
which  were  placed  on  the  table  at  the  same  time, 
an  arrangement  which  our  worthy  host  persisted 
in,  because  his  father  and  grandfather  had  done 
so  before  him.  For  this  fare,  in  addition  to  good 
ale  ad  libitum,  each  member  paid  in  those  times 
of  prosperity  the  sum  of  eighteenpence.  To  be 
sure  our  host  did  not  gain  anything  by  us,  but 
then  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  merry  and 
joyous  party  around  him,  and  he  chuckled  with 
delight  as  his  dinner  was  praised  and  ample  justice 
done  to  it. 

Dr.  Aston,  as  the  senior  member  of  the  club, 
took  his  place  on  the  right  hand  of  our  landlord, 
and  a  more  jolly  pair  seldom  met.  He  was 
supported  on  his  left,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by 
Dennis  Dawson.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  an  Irish¬ 
man,  and  had  set  up  for  practice  in  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  country  town.  His  idle  and  vagrant  habits, 
however,  his  careless  good  humour,  and  his  fond¬ 
ness  for  society  caused  him  to  possess  but  little 
business.  He  was,  moreover,  a  pcet  and  a  wit, 
and  these  qualifications  helped  to  make  him  a 
welcome  guest  at  everyone’s  table.  We  were 
waited  upon  by  our  landlord’s  son,  assisted  by 
Phoebe  Cobus,  a  sort  of  upper  servant  and  factotum 
in  the  house,  and  who  has  since  become  its 
mistress.  Phoebe  was  a  sightly  damsel,  with 
good  wholesome  rosy  cheeks,  plump  arms,  and 
red  elbows,  and  dressed  in  the  neatest  manner 
possible.  She  was  a  general  favourite  with  the 
members  of  the  club,  from  her  good  humour  and 
attention  to  them.  She  blushed  at  Dr.  Aston’s 
jokes,  and  simpered  when  she  was  addressed  by 
the  lawyer,  occasioned  perhaps  by  the  following 
verses  which  he  made  upon  her,  a  line  or  two  from 
which  he  would  sometimes  whisper  in  her  ear  as 
she  handed  a  glass  of  ale  to  him.  They  are  duly 
recorded  iu  the  archives  of  the  club,  with  some 
other  fooleries,  and  I  have  no  doubt  are  still  pre¬ 
served  with  all  due  care  by  the  son  of  our  old 
landlord,  and  may  be  inspected  by  any  one  who  is 
curious  in  such  matters.  As  for  myself,  I  delight 
in  these  records  of  rural  life,  although  they  are 
only  of  interest  to  those  who  are  happily  dis¬ 
engaged  from  the  bustle  and  cares  attendant  on 
politics  and  dissipation.  The  following  are  some 
of  Dawson’s  lines  on  Phoebe  : — 

“No  eye  has  beheld  since  the  reign  of  Jacobus, 

A  damsel  so  fair  as  the  sweet  Phoebe  Cobus  ; 

Though  fashion  in  silks  and  in  satins  may  robe  us, 

’Tis  nature  alone  decks  the  sweet  Phoebus  Cobus, 

Sing  hi  diddle,  ho  diddle,  tantarra  bobus  ; 

No  damsel  so  fair  as  the  sweet  Phoebus  Cobus.” 

From  Jesses  “  Angler's  Rambles.” 


USEFUL  RECIPES. 

Potted  Salmon. 

( As  formerly  practised  at  Newcastle.) 

Take  a  salmon,  split  it  at  the  back  and  through 
the  belly,  making  two  separate  sides  of  it.  Scale 
it  very  cleau  and  wipe  it,  but  do  not  let  water 
come  near  it.  Lay  fine  salt  upon  it,  letting  it  lie 
until  melted  away  from  it ;  then  take  pepper, 
mace,  cloves,  and  a  little  brown  sugar,  which 
rub  all  over  the  red  side ;  and  then  with  a  few 
bay  leaves  (cut  in  pieces)  put  it  into  a  pan,  with 
plenty  of  butter  out  of  which  the  salt  has  been 
washed,  to  bake  in  a  slow  oven.  When  it  is  done 
let  the  gravy  be  poured  away,  and  take  out  the 
fish,  lay  it  on  a  clean  cloth  to  drain,  put  it  into 
your  pots,  press  it  as  close  down  as  you  possibly 
can,  and  pour  clarified  butter  over  it. 

Totted  Pike. 

Scale  a  piko  well,  cut  off  the  head,  tail,  aud 
fins,  lay  open  the  belly  aud  clean  it  well  ;  then 
mix  with  half  a  pound  of  the  best  butter,  mace, 
cayenne,  nutmeg,  salt,  and  white  pepper,  and 
rub  the  inside  of  the  fish  thoroughly  with  it.  Tie 
it  up  with  packthread,  and  let  it  bake  till  done 
enough,  in  abundance  of  good  butter ;  when  cold, 
take  out  all  the  bones  with  great  care,  and  beat 
the  meat  in  a  mortar  with  the  cold  butter  only 
(not  any  of  the  gravy),  and  fill  your  pots,  covering 
the  same  with  clarified  butter. 

Kippered  Salmon. 

Procure  a  perfectly  fresh  salmon  of  101b.  weight 
or  thereabout,  wipe  it  very  cleau,  split  it  open  at 
the  back,  beginning  at  the  head,  down  to  the 
tail ;  take  out  the  gills  neatly,  remove  the  eq< 
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trails,  and  take  care  you  do  not  break  the  gall ; 
then  with  a  dry  cloth  clear  it  from  blood,  and, 
immerse  it  in  a  pickle  composed  of  bay  and  com¬ 
mon  salt  in  equal  proportions,  and  cold  spring 
water,  strong  enough  to  float  an  egg.  When  it 
has  laid  thus  twelve  hours,  hang  it  up  to  drip  for 
six  hours;  then  wipe  it  dry  on  the  scaly  side,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  roots  of  the  fins  and  tail,  and 
laying  it  in  a  tray  or  earthen  pan,  rub  the  red 
side  equally  all  over  with  the  following  well- 


blended  mixture : — 
Coarse  sugar 

Bay  salt . 

White  pepper 
Mace,  finely  beaten 

Nutmeg . 

As  soon  as  the  sugar  is 


lilb. 
ilb. 

loz. 

ioz. 
loz. 

dissolved,  turn  the  fish 


over,  and  rub  the  outside  for  half  an  hour  with 
the  liquor  ;  repeat  this  daily  until  the  close  of  the 
fourth  day,  when  you  may  take  it  up,  wipe  it, 
and  hang  it  to  dry  in  a  current  of  air  twenty-four 
hours.  This  done,  smoke  it  three  days  and  nights 
in  a  constant  fume  from  oak  and  beech,  or  birch 
sawdust,  with  plenty  of  dried  fern  well  smothered 
with  the  dust  to  prevent  it  blazing.  Take  it  out 
of  your  chimney,  and  hang  it  in  a  dry,  airy  place 
to  get  cold.  After  twenty-four  hours  have  elapsed, 
you  may  broil  slices,  and  will  find  it  excellent. — 
From  “  Robinson's  A  rt  of  Pickling  and  Curing." 


FISH  STORIES. 

A  Disappointed  Gentleman. 

“  During  last  season  an  English  gentleman  came 
to  have  some  fishing  on  the  lochs  on  Kildonan. 
He  arrived  at  the  very  time  when  fishing  was  at 
its  best  and  anglers  busy.  The  hotel  was  full, 
but  he  got  comfortable  lodgiogs  in  a  farmhouse 
not  far  from  the  railway  station  at  Kintracr,  That 
secured  all  right,  his  next  business  was  to  secure 
a  boat  on  Loch  En  a  Ruar.  This  he  also  got,  but 
the  grand  difficulty  was  yet  to  be  overcome — a 
boatman.  His  host,  the  farmer,  told  him  that  all 
nhe  boatmen  wrere  already  engaged,  and  all  the 
men  about  were  busy.  This  was  a  ost  annoying. 
However,  the  farmer  bethought  himself  of  a  tailor 
named  Willie.  Willie  was  a  good  fisher  and  a 
good  boatman  also,  so  he  interviewed  him.  “  Yes,” 
Jig  would  go;  so  very  soon  the  gentleman  and 
Willie  were  on  tho  loch.  “  Were  you  ever  hero 
before,  sir?”  said  Willie.  “No,”  answered  the 
gentleman.  “  Ob,  lieu,  sir,  we’ll  go  this  way.” 
“Not  at  all,”  said  the  angler;  “  row  this  way.” 
“  Oh,  but,”  answered  Willie,  “  I  know  the  loch 
and  where  the  fish  are.”  “Know  the  loch  !  Why, 
I  know  every  loch  in  Scotland ,  so  do  as  I  bid  you.  ’ 
Willie  stopped  rowing  and  gazed  at  the  gentleman  ; 
this  was,  in  fact,  too  much  for  Willie,  and  at  last 
he  said,  “You  must  be  a  d— d  tramp!  I’ll  go 
ashore,”  and  ashore  he  did  go  in  spite  of  the  pro¬ 
testations  of  the  gentleman,  who,  failing  to  get 
another  boatman,  had  to  take  his  departure  by  the 
next  train.” — Kilt. 


“  Another  sportsman  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
very  much  given  to  “taking  stock”  of  the  natives. 
One  day  he  went  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  from 
which  there  was  a  grand  view.  On  the  hill  he 
met  a  shepherd,  on  wdiom  he  wanted  to  try  his 
usual  “  chaff.”  “  Grand  view  from  this  hill,’’  said 
he.  “  Oh,  yes.”  “  I  suppose  you  can  see  the 
Orkney  Islands  from  here  on  a  clear  day  ?  ”  “  Oh, 
furder  than  that,  sir.”  “  Perhaps  you  can  see  the 
Shetland  Isles?”  “Furder  than  that,  sir.” 
“  Oh  !  Perhaps  you  can  see  America  ?  ”  “  Furder 
than  that,  sir.  On  a  clear  night  you  can  see  the 
moon,  sir !  ’’ — Kitl. 


The  “  Charles  Cotton  ”  Hotel  at  Harting- 
ton  on  the  Dove.  —  Provided  there  is  rain,  the 
fishing  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold  which  can  be 
enjoyed  by  visitors  to  the  Charles  Cotton  Hotel 
at  Hartington  offers  many  inducements.  In  the 
first  place  being  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from 
a  railway  station,  it  is  out  of  the  track  of  tourists 
and  butterfly  anglers  ;  secondly,  it  is  in  the  district 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  Izaac  Walton  and 
Charles  Cotton  ;  and  thirdly,  the  new  landlord  is 
himself  a  good  and  keen  angler  and  ties  his  own 
flies.  He  has,  we  understand,  secureds  omtireally 
excellent  stretches  of  water  both  on  the  Dove 
and  Manifold  for  visitors  staying  at  his  house. 
Altogether  things  seem  to  have  improved  very 
much  since  we  visited  Hartington  last,  when  the 
hotel  seemed  left  to  run  itself. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

We  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  our  friends 
who  will  inform  us  if  they  have  been  applied  to  by 
persons  asking  fer  goods  under  the  pretext  that 
they  could  notice  them  in  the  Gazette.  We  know 
that  the  Gazette  has  been  made  use  of  to  obtain 
goods  under  false  pretences  in  this  way,  in  spite 
of  the  printed  “  notice  ”  which  appears  on  our 
first  page  of  reading  matter  every  week.  We  have 
authorised  no  one  to  obtain  goods  in  this  way,  and 
we  should  have  imagined  that  fishing  tackle 
makers  and  others  would  have  known  that  because 
we  commissioned  someone  to  write  some  articles 
say  on  sea  fishing  for  us,  that  does  not  give  the 
writer  permission  to  write  to  firms  and  ask  for 
goods  to  be  sent  to  him. 


THE  “  WHARFEDALE  ”  WOODEN 
CREEL. 

This,  the  latest  addition  to  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran’s  lengthy  list  of  specialities  bearing  this 
distinctive  title,  is  the  invention  of  a  Newcastle 
angler,  and  is  certainly  the  best  thing  of  its  kind 
that  we  have  ever  seen.  There  is  no  receptacle 
for  the  conveyance  of  fish  equal  to  a  wooden  one, 
although  some  anglers  object  to  them  on  account 
of  their  appearance.  The  “  Wharfedale,”  how¬ 
ever,  certainly  is  not  open  to  this  objection,  being 
beautifully  marked  in  the  natural  grain  of  the 


wood  and  polished.  They  are  exceedingly  light, 
aud  strong  enough  to  sit  down  upon  ;  they  are 
made  to  hold  about  161b.  of  fish.  We  append  an 
illustration  of  it. 


FISHING  TACKLE  FOR  NOTICE. 

Mr.  Keuben  Heaton,  of  Hospital-street,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  has  sent  us  for  notice  a  capital  screw- 
joint  ferrule.  The  objection  to  screw  ferrules  as 
a  rule  is  that  the  thread  or  worm  becomes  worn 
or  crossed  in  use,  and  ultimately  “  stripped  ”  or 
destroyed.  By  a  very  simple  arrangement,  Mr. 
Heaton  has  reduced  the  chance  of  this  occurring  to 
a  minimum.  We  have  only  one  fault  to  find  with 
this  screw-ferrule— the  stopper  used  should  be 


made  like  the  counter  ferrule,  so  that  the  same 
guide  is  provided  as  with  the  complete  joint,  or 
otherwise  the  old  fault  remains,  so  far  as  the 
stopper  is  concerned.  When  in  Glasgow  we  saw 
another  of  these  screw  ferrules  at  Mr.  Horton’s 
shop  ;  it  is  advertised  in  another  column.  We 
give  au  illustration  of  Mr.  Heaton’s  ferrules,  and 
would  recommend  our  fishing  tackle  friends  to 
send  for  one  to  look  at.  It  certainly  makes  a  very 
neat,  light  and  strong  fastening. 


The  Gate  Swim,  Amberley.— Next  week  we 
hope  to  give  an  illustration  of  the  above  celebrated 
swim  on  the  Arun,  well-known  to  London  anglers. 
The  sketch  will  contain  a  portrait  of  Mr.  J.  Fitch, 
of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  late  secretary  of 
the  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 


litotes 


What  appear  to  be  great  bargains  in  rods  are 
advertised  in  our  For  Sale  column  this  week. 


We  shall  be  glad  if  subscribers  who  do  not  get 
their  copy  regularly  will  write  to  us  direct.  Of 
course  we  cannot  control  agents. 


All  lovers  of  angling  literature  should  secure  a 
copy  of  Longman's  Magazine  for  May,  as  it  con¬ 
tains  some  delightful  gossip  about  old  angling 
books  by  Mr.  Andrew  Lang. 


We  notice  in  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association 
there  are  what  are  called  “  Representatives  of 
Game  Fishing  Clubs,”  and  “  Representatives  of 
Coarse  Fishing  Clubs.”  Rather  an  invidious  dis¬ 
tinction,  is  it  not  ?  Pike  perch,  barbel,  &c.,  are 
certainly  game  fish.  _ 


We  regret  to  learn  from  his  son  that  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcock,  who  had  long  been  dangerously  ill,  died 
on  the  18th  ult.  He  had  been  for  many  years 
manager  of  the  fishing  line  department  of  the 
Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Spinning  Company. 
His  uniform  courtesy,  and  the  readiness  with 
which  he  did  all  that  was  possible  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  salmon  and  trout  anglers  as  regards 
lines,  will  be  well  known  to  many  of  our  readers. 


At  the  committee  meeting  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  on  Tuesday  last, 
with  Mr.  Alfred  Nutliall,  J.P.,  in  the  chair,  a 
heart-felt  vote  of  sympathy  was  accorded  to  their 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  II.  Brougham  and  his  family  on 
their  recent  sad  bereavement,  which  was  pro-  ? 
posed  by  Mr.  Montague  Davenport,  C.C.,  and  i 
seconded  by  George  Newsom,  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers.  A  similar  expression  of  sorrow  has  been 
received  by  Mr,  W.  H.  Brougham,  from  the  Pisca¬ 
torial  Society,  the  Friendly  xVnglers,  and  other 
clubs. 


New  York  Truth  says  : — “  Although  trout  fish-  ; 
iug  does  not  begin  until  Wednesday  next,  the 
celebrated  ‘  flounder  train  ’  for  City  Island  be-  j 
gins  to  run  on  Sunday,  leaving  Harlem  ten 
minutes  before  seven.  The  train  runs  to  Bartow 
station  and  connects  with  horse  cars  which  carry 
passengers  to  the  fisliiDg  resorts  on  the  island,  i 
As  many  as  six  hundred  fishermen  have  gone 
out  on  this  train  in  the  morning,  and  I  have  often  I 
laughed  at  the  paraphernalia  they  carry  with  ! 
them — a  huge  wicker-covered  bottle  being  appa¬ 
rently  one  of  the  greatest  requisites  for  flounder 
fishing.  The  flounders  this  year  are  better  than 
ever.  The  best  catch  is  said  to  be  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  by  three  fishermen.” 


Mr.  Dan  O’Fee,  of  RasharkiD,  Co.  Antrim, 
writes  : — “  I  am  always  doing  a  little  at  invent'ng 
salmon  flies.  The  enclosed  is  my  last  production. 

I  thought  that  I  would  produce  a  fly  that  would 
kill  early  salmon  in  the  spring  on  such  rivers  as 
the  Shannon  when  the  water  is  high  and  more  or 
less  discoloured,  as  well  as  on  the  Bann,  Erin  aud 
many  others  when  the  sun  is  bright  and  the 
water  clear  in  summer.  I  am  certain  this  fly 
will  be  able  to  take  its  place  against  any  other 
ever  invented.  As  there  is  a  lot  of  orange  in 
it  and  as  there  are  so  many  other  orange  flies, 
such  as  the  Orange  Grouse,  Orange  Claret,  &c.,  I  : 
found  it  hard  to  get  a  name  for  it,  but  as  I  think 
it  is  the  grandest  and  best  orange  fly  I  ever  in¬ 
vented  I  will  call  it  the  Orange  Prince.  I  will 
later  on  describe  it  myself,  along  with  others,  giving 
an  article  on  each  as  soon  as  my  health  will 
allow  me.”  It  is  certainly  a  lovely  fly.  We  have 
sent  it  to  Mr.  William  Black,  who  is  suffering 
from  a  severe  attack  of  “  bright  sun  and  clear 
water.” 


To  every  one  who  has  studied  the  history  of  our 
fishes  is  the  name  of  Couch  familiar.  A  grandson  5 
of  the  famous  ichthyologist  seems  likely  to  make 
a  great  name  in  the  world  of  letters.  The  author 
of  “  The  Splendid  Spur”  is  modestly  satisfied  to 
make  himself  known  to  his  readers  as  one  “  Q,” 
but  it  is  now  an  open  secret  that  “  Q  ”  is  Mr.  , 
Quiller-Couch. 


May  2,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


277 


$otcs  anU  terns 


The  Angler’s  Diary. — Mr.  Horace  Cox  says, 
iu  reply  to  our  query,  that  “  The  Angler’s  Diary, 
1891,  will  uot  be  ready  uutil  the  second  or  third 
week  in  May,  owing  to  late  information.” 


The  salmon  peel  have  commenced  to  ruu  up 
the  river,  and  they  are  coming  in  from  the  sea  in 
large  numbers,  which  will  make  salmon  fisher¬ 
men  eager  for  the  18th  of  May  to  come. — Corn¬ 
wall  Gazette.  _ 

Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  the  pisciculturist,  has 
just  handed  to  the  Guildford  Angling  Society 
about  four  hundred  roach  and  perch— good  strong, 
healthy  fish— for  re-stocking  the  society’s  waters. 
The  members  of  the  Guildford  Angling  Society 
desire  through  our  columns  to  express  their  best 
thanks  to  Mr.  Andrews  for  his  kindness,  and 
trust  the  fish  which  have  been  turned  in  may  live 
to  mature,  and  not  meet  the  fate  of  some  hun¬ 
dreds  that  were  poisoned  a  short  time  since  by 
the  vile  refuse  poured  into  the  river. 


The  Tyne  Salmon  Season. — The  Tyne  salmon 
season  shows  promise  of  being  more  successful 
this  year  than  last.  Masters  of  trawlers  and  line 
fishing  boats  arriving  at  the  North  Shields  fish 
quay  report  the  jumping  of  numerous  salmon  in 
tne  offing,  and  Mr.  Harbottle,  of  the  Tyne  Salmon 
Conservancy  Board,  is  away  reconnoitring,  with 
a  view  of  gaining  as  nearly  as  possible  the  suc¬ 
cess  that  is  likely  to  attend  the  industry  this 
year.  Some  half-dozen  or  so  very  fine  specimens 
have  already  been  landed  by  the  only  boat  yet 
engaged  in  the  industry  at  the  North  Shields  fish 
quay.  They  have  all  been  full,  healthy,  and  firm¬ 
looking  fish,  and  have  realised  from  Is.  lO.jd.  to 
2s.  4d.  per  lb. _ 

The  Hungerford  Trout  Fishery.— The  ancient 
Hock-tide  meeting  was  recently  held  at  HuDgerford, 
and  the  11  Constable,”  Mr.  Fruen,  consented  to 
be  re-elected,  and  said  that  the  only  reason  was 
that  during  the  coming  year  the  lease  of  the 
Fisbiag  Club  would  expire  (at  Michaelmas).  The 
discussion — related  iu  the  Newbury  Is  civs  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  Constable  hoped  that  every 
Commoner  would  constitute  himself  into  a  keeper, 
aud  see  that  the  fishery  was  used  in  a  legitim  ite 
manner.  Mr.  Adams  said  as  the  fishery  would 
probably  come  under  the  management  of  the 
town,  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  “new  blood  ” 
introduced  as  bailiff,  to  which  Mr.  Astley  thought 
it  was  necessary  to  have  some  one  who  under¬ 
stood  fishing.  Messrs.  L.  Beard,  Clifford,  and 
Andrews  were  appointed.  Regret  was  expressed 
that  some  Commoners  were  fishing  from  “  early 
morn  to  dewy  eve  ”  ;  and  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  fish  was  said  to  have  been  sent  to  a 
fishmonger  in  a  neighbouring  town.— Rus. 


An  Unwelcome  and  Unexpected  Lift.— Recently 
a  i  ardent  disciple  of  Old  Isaac  alighted  on  the 
b  inks  of  the  river  Lossie,  in  Morayshire,  where  he 
hid  heard  trout  large  and  plentiful  were  easily  to 
be  found.  Having  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
fish  the  private  water  of  one  of  the  upper  proprie¬ 
tors  where  the  stream  ran  alongside  the  foot  of 
the  extensive  lawn,  Piscator  was  in  ecstasies  of 
delight  at  the  prospect  of  having  the  water  all  to 
himself,  unmolested  by  a  single  human  being. 
The  river  was  big  after  the  previous  night’s  ram, 
and  it  must  needs  be  fished  to-day  from  the  top  of 
the  bank.  Consequently  “  Mr.  P.”  was  standing 
on  the  very  edge,  reaching  as  far  across  the  river 
as  he  could,  all  intent  on  his  beloved  sport,  and 
quite  unconscious  of  the  impending  catastrophe. 
Now  there  was  a  number  of  sheep  accustomed  to 
graze  on  the  lawn,  aud  among  them  a  pet  ram, 
who  had  learned  to  love  a  row  as  well  as  any  Irish¬ 
man  ever  did  a  turn  at  Donnybrook  Fair.  He  was 
seen  to  come  nibbling  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
bank  where  the  angler  stood  ;  and  after  studying 
the  pros  and  cons  for  a  minute,  he  then  made  up 
his  mind  for  the  final  charge.  Setting  his  head, 
he  rushed  forward,  and  with  one  drive  lifted  our 
friend  several  feet  into  the  air  and  several  yards 
into  the  stream  flat  on  his  back.  This  angler  now 
declares  that  he  entertains  a  positive  aversion  to 
private  water  in  secluded  spots. 


Angling  in  New  Zealand. — The  acclimatisa¬ 
tion  of  British  aud  American  fish  in  the  rivers  of 
New  Zealand  has  been  very  successful.  For  one 
thing,  says  the  Australian  Trading  World ,  the 
streams  in  the  colony  are  not  yet  polluted  by  the 
refuse  from  chemical  and  other  factories,  nor  are 
they  likely  to  be  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
Clutha  Leader  says: — “Perch  seem  very  plenti¬ 
ful  in  the  Tuakitoto  lake  this  season,  and  several 
large  baskets  have  been  made.  On  oue  day 
recently  Messrs.  W.  James  and  John  W.  Wil- 
locks  secured  one  hundred  and  seventy  fish, 
averaging  lib.  weight  each.”  Major  Campbell  in¬ 
forms  the  Lumsden  correspondent  of  tho  South¬ 
land  limes  that  he  caught  upwards  of  901b.  weight 
of  trout  in  the  Oreti  river  in  two  days.  He 
caught  oue  trout  weighing  over  12lb.  in  the 
Mararoa  river  and  a  few  smaller  fish.  “  Jock 
Scott,”  in  his  angling  notes  in  the  Otaga  Witness 
of  February  26,  says: — “The  competition  under 
the  Border  Anglers’  Association  came  off  on  the 
18th  at  the  Waikaka  with  the  following  result  :  — 
Steel,  forty  fish,  31jlb. ;  Marzhan,  twenty-one 
fish,  27flb.  ;  Smith,  fifteen  fish,  Ilf  lb.  ;  Biggar, 
eight  fish,  7f  lb.  ;  M  Gowan,  five  fish,  4lb.”  What 
would  the  ordinary  angler  in  the  old  country  say 
to  sport  like  this,  to  be  had  without  any  payment 
other  than  a  small  fishing  license  ?  “  Mr.  Broad 

caught  a  14lb.  eel  iu  the  Otautau  the  other  day, 
inside  of  which  was  a  trout  measuring  9in.  in 
length.-’ — Globe,  April  27. 

Sports  and  Sportswomen. — Trout  fishing  (with 
the  fly,  understand)  is  supposed  to  commence 
everywhere  in  real  earnest  on  April  1,  but  in  most 
waters,  I  fancy,  the  opening  day  will  this  year 
be  postponed.  We  have  already  seen  that 
not  the  severe  cold  of  January  and  February  could 
keep  lady  anglers  from  the  river-side  when  salmon 
were  found  to  be  running  ;  but  salmon  fishing  and 
trout  fishing  are  two  very  different  things.  The 
wielding  of  a  salmon  rod,  with  its  long  and  heavy 
line,  is  quite  another  exercise  to  the  casting 
of  the  delicate  line,  with  its  ending  of 
gossamer  filament,  which  the  education  of  the 
trout  now-a-days  renders  imperative.  For  this 
purpose  the  rod  need  be  but  very  slight,  and  the 
beautiful  split-cane  contrivances  weigh  but  a  very 
few  ounces.  Consequently,  trout  fishing,  which 
entails  so  much  less  exertion,  especially  when  a 
fish  is  hooked,  for  a  salmon  may  take  hours  to 
laud,  is  more  a  recreation  for  fine  weather  thau 
is  salmon  fishing.  Fly  fishing  is  naturally  well 
adapted  to  to  the  light  hand  of  woman,  although 
she  is  handicapped  on  .some  waters  whero  the 
extreme  shyness  of  the  fish  compels  the  angler  to 
approach  within  casting  distance  on  hands  and 
knees,  which  means  a  certain  amount  of  discom¬ 
fort  from  moisture.  The  kind  of  fly-fishing  best 
suited  to  ladies  is  undoubtedly  that  conducted 
from  a  boat.  Those  who  know  their  Scotlind 
well  are  well  acquainted  with  this  mode  of  fl  sh  .ng, 
since  it  can  be  enjoyed  in  every  loch  in  the 
country  ;  and  very  good  fun  it  is,  for  the  roomy 
boat  can  accommodate  quite  a  party,  though  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  expedient  for  more  than 
two  to  fish  at  one  time— one  from  either  end  of 
the  boat.  Out  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  this  kind 
of  fishing  for  trout  is  almost  unknown,  but  it  is 
slowly  finding  its  way  into  Lngland  and  Wales. 
At  Bellaggio,  the  beautiful  bungalow  estate  near 
East  Grinstead,  the  large  lakes  were  stocked  with 
trout  a  few  years  ago,  and  now  give  capital  sport. 
The  fish  are  the  least  particular  as  to  what  kind 
of  fly  they  take  of  any  I  know,  for  they  rush 
with  equal  eagerness  at  Scottish  loch  flies  and  the 
smaller  surface  flies  in  use  in  the  south,  such  as 
the  Black  Gnat.  In  Wales  the  experiment  has 
been  tried  of  stocking  Lake  Yyrnwy,  and  this 
year  the  fishing  commenced,  with  the  result  that 
the  experiment  was  found  to  be  most  successful. 
Amongst  the  anglers  ha3  been  Mrs.  Best,  who, 
with  her  husband,  has  been  out  frequently,  and 
made  capital  bags,  catching  fish  of  Ljlb.  Those 
who  have  large  lakes  on  their  estates  should  be 
tempted  from  the  success  obtained  in  these  two 
instances  to  stock  them  with  trout  first  of  all,  of 
of  course,  removing  the  pike  and  perch.  Another 
lady  who  has  been  very  successful  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  month  is  Mrs.  Farrer :  the 
Shin,  at  Inveran,  having  to  deliver  to  this  lady’s 
prowess  a  salmon  of  101b.  on  one  day,  one  of  8ilb. 
on  a  second,  and  three,  weighing  respectively  221b., 
101b.,  and  101b.,  on  a  third.  Truly  a  satisfactory 
day’s  work,  that  last !  On  the  same  water,  and 


on  the  same  day,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Jackson  caught  a 

salmon  of  131b.  At  Inveran,  by  the  way,  tho 
weather  is  now  quite  genial. — The  Gentlewoman. 


A  14lb.  Carp. — To  be  seen  at  Mr.  Rice’s, 
Eagle  Tavern,  Hounslow,  a  splendid  specimen  of 
carp,  taken  from  Colonel  Murray’s,  Whitton 
Park,  Hounslow,  during  the  lato  great  frost, 
weight  141b. — George  Rice. 


Keighley  Anglers  and  Trout  Fishing. — The 
Stockbridge  andEastburn  Angling  Club  have  just 
placed  in  those  portions  of  the  river  Aire  which  are 
preserved  by  them  eight  thousand  Loch  Leven 
trout  fry.  Similar  consignments  have  been  set 
free  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Fair  sport 
has  been  enjoyed  already  this  season,  one  or  two 
nice  catches  being  reported. 


Ingenious. — The  latest  apology  for  the  angler 
is,  at  any  rate,  ingenious.  It  is  to  the  effect  that 
fish  look  much  bigger  when  first  landed  than  they 
do  when  they  have  been  out  of  water  for  some 
time.  They  seem  to  lose  half-a-pound  every 
quarter-of-an-hour.  Much  more,  then,  do  fish 
look  greater  than  their  true  bulk  before  they  are 
landed.  Apart  from  such  estimates,  we  are 
assured,  fishers  are  veracious  men.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  to  have  this  assurance  from  one  of 
themselves.  Hitherto  they  have  been  popularly 
supposed  to  be  “  awfu’  leears.” — Newcastle  Lead  r. 


Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Lee. — The  following 
letter  recently  appeared  in  the  Cork  Constitu¬ 
tion : — “  Sir,— As  a  salmon  angler  of  long  ex¬ 
perience,  and  one  who  takes  the  greatest  interest 
in  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Lee,  I  am  com¬ 
pelled  to  state  that  there  are  fewer  fish  at  present 
in  the  river  than  there  have  been  for  the  past  nine 
years.  As  there  has  been  little  fish  poisoning  in 
the  upper  waters  for  the  past  few  years,  I  have 
come  to  the  decided  conclusion  that  the  causes 
of  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  salmon  are  dry 
seasons  and  tbe  absence  of  the  bank  high  floods  we 
used  to  have  in  former  years,  and  to  make  matters 
worse  the  present  height  of  the  pipewater  weir 
makes  it  almost  impossible  for  any  fish  to  run  up, 
except  in  very  high  water,  aud  to  reach  this  weir 
the  salmon  which  enter  the  estuary  have  to  run 
the  gauntlet  of  numerous  undetected  drift  nets,  as 
proved  by  the  drift  net  marks  on  nearly  all  the 
salmon  killed  in  the  upper  waters.  I  would  suggest 
once  lowering  the  pipewater  weir  2ft.  at  least,  and 
the  continuous  use  of  a  fast  steam  launch  from 
Patrick’s  Bridge  to  Monkstown  Reach,  a  grapnel 
attached  to  a  chain  being  towed  behind  the  launch 
so  as  to  seize  the  drift  nets,  which  are  partially 
sunk  in  the  water,  on  the  approach  of  the  launch. 
— Yours,  &c.,  Salmo.” 


Anglers  not  the  only  True  Story  Tellers. — 
We  cut  the  following  from  the  April  4  issue  of  the 
American  Field: — “The  Ithaca  shot  gun,  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  American  Field  as 
being  such  a  wonderful  shooter,  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  members  of  our  gun  club  no  more 
than  an  ordinary  brush  gun.  In  fact  the  woods 
here  are  full  of  guns  that  will  discount  this  sup¬ 
posed  New  England  wonder.  We  have  several 
guns  that  will  put  the  entire  charge  at  forty  yards 
into  the  bunghole  of  an  ordinary  coal  oil  barrel. 
It  takes  good  holding  to  do  work  at  the  trap,  and 
it  will  be  well  enough  to  say  here  that  wonderful 
proficiency  can  be  attained  by  constant  practice. 
Our  shooting  is  of  a  novel  kind,  hence  only  close 
shooters  are  in  the  race  at  all.  We  have  a  long 
incline,  built  something  like  a  toboggan  slide.  The 
shooters  stand  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  target, 
an  empty  barrel,  is  started  down  the  slide.  As 
it  rapidly  revolves  on  its  way  down,  the  shooter 
aims  at  the  bunghole.  Failing  to  put  the  entire 
charge  through  said  aperture  retires  him,  as  the 
shooting  is  miss-and-out.  Strange  as  it  will  pro¬ 
bably  seem  to  your  eastern  correspondent,  who 
thinks  an  average  of  eighty-five  per  cent,  remark- 
ably  close  work,  no  man  of  our  club  has  yet  fallen 
down  this  season.  Of  course  the  interest  is  in¬ 
creasing  daily,  and  the  all-absorbing  question 
seems  to  be  who  will  be  the  first  to  fall.  The 
system  on  which  our  guns  are  bored  is  called  the 
‘  chawemup  ’  system,  and  was  invented  by  J. 
Filmore  Grace  and  G.  Washington  Joskins,  gun- 
makers  to  the  Boonville  experts.” — Pull. 
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Spring  has  been  unfoldiiig  somewhat  during 
the  past  week.  There  is  a  shimmer  of  gre  m  on 
the  withies,  and  a  few  early  flowering  marsh 
marigolds  begin  to  bedeck  the  water  side  meadows. 
The  time  of  the  violet  is  fleeting,  and  those  flowers 
of  dainty  scent  are  giving  way  to  the  cowslips.  A 
swallow  has  been  seen,  and  only  the  other  day  a 
tortoise-shell  butterfly  gaily  raced  me  along  the 
roadside  as  I  drove  towards  one  of  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames  to  re-visit  an  old  haunt. 
But  here  in  the  south  the  trout,  though  they  now 
and  again  rise  at  the  angler’s  fly— probably  for 
lack  of  other  flies  to  rise  to— are  as  yet  for  the 
most  part  poor  lean  things,  which  are  returned  to 
the  river  by  men  of  sportsmanlike  parts.  They 
are  a  month  later  than  usual.  They  were  late  in 
spawning,  and  the  cold  weather,  which  continued 
after  the  spawning  was  over,  has  doubtless 
checked  the  development  of  the  water  insects,  on 
which  trout  do  feed  and  fatten.  In  one  famous 
water  the  fish  which  have  been  caught  lately 
have  contained  in  their  inward  parts  not  a  few 
May-fly  larvaj. 

The  law  of  river  pollution,  though  very  slow  to 
work,  is  in  a  limited  number  of  cases  propor¬ 
tionately  sure.  In  1878,  about  the  time  that  the 
youngest  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  born, 
Lord  Lichfield  obtained  an  injunction  restraining 
the  corporation  of  Lichfield  from  polluting  cer¬ 
tain  streams  on  his  estate.  The  hour-glass  of 
time  has  been  running  down  for  thirteen  years, 
and  still  the  corporation  are  polluting  the  brooks. 
They  practically  admit  it,  but  say  they  are  sorry 
they  must  do  it,  and  that  to  enforce  the  injunction 
would  be  very  inconvenient.  This  week  Lord 
Lichfield  moved  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  for  the  issue  of  a  writ  of 
sequestration  against  the  property  of  the 
defendants  for  contempt  of  court  in  having  dis¬ 
obeyed  the  injunction.  Marvellous  to  relate  the 
writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued,  but  it  is  to  lie  in 
the  office  until  two  months  have  passed,  during 
which  time  the  corporation  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  finding  out  how  to  do  the  impossible. 
The  judge  said  he  had  l..i  inti  to  do  with  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  c^iporation  could 
ileal  with  their  sewage.  No  court  except  the 
High  Court  of  Parliament  could  reopen  that 
question.  The  injunction  had  been  issued,  and  it 
would  have  to  be  obeyed.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
therefore,  that  unless  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  in 
a  proper  manner  before  the  end  of  the  three 
months  the  property  of  the  corporation  will  be 
sequestrated. 


journey  from  Liverpool.  The  flies  are  said  to  be 
considerate.  They  only  bite  during  the  daytime, 
when  they  lead  to  the  use  of  a  certain  amount  of 
bad  language. 

Cross-line  fishing  with  the  otter  board  on  Lough 
Derg  has  been  the  subject  of  two  questions  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  neither  of  which  were 
absolutely  correct  answers  given.  The  local  con¬ 
servators,  or  those  who  nominally  bear  that  title, 
have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  allowing  any  one 
who  would  take  out  a  cross  line  license  to  fish 
with  the  otter  board.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  say 
something  further  on  the  subject  next  week. 

Templar. 


THE  STATUE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON 
IN  WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL. 

We  have  sent  an  illuminated  scroll,  giving  the 
names  of  the  subscribers  to  the  above,  to  the  Very 
Bev.  Dr.  Kitcbin,  Dean  of  Winchester ;  and  a 
cheque  for  the  surplus  over  expenses,  viz.,  £10,  to 
Mr.  Rickard  Ghurney,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society ,  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  ; 
so  we  may  now  say  this  affair  is  satisfactorily 
closed. 

Sicce  writing  the  above  we  have  received  tl  e 
following  kind  not  from  Dr.  Kitchen. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Our  best  thanks  for  the 
interesting  souvenir  of  the  Isaac  Walton  statue. 
I  shall  at  once  hand  it  over  to  our  chapter  clerk] 
who  will  place  it  in  the  grand  volume  he  is  com¬ 
pfling  on  the  history  of  our  screen  restoration.  It 
wi’l  be  a  very  pleasant  addition  to  the  “  archive. 

I  am,  yours  sincerely,  G.  W.  Ivitchin. 

The  Deanery,  Winchester. 


.  I  have  heard  people  say  that  rivers  were  drains, 
intended  by  nature  to  carry  away  sewage  matter. 
A  moment  s  consideration  as  to  what  is  natural 
will  satisfy  anyone  that  such  a  view  is  ridiculous. 
Rivers  are  either  the  channels  by  which  the  sur¬ 
plus  rainfall  finds  its  way  back  to  the  sea,  or  they 
carry  off  water  rising  from  springs.  They  were, 
doubtless,  also  intended  to  be  the  watering-places 
of  cattle  and  animals  generally.  Last,  but  not 
least,  they  were  certainly  meant  to  be  the  abode 
of  fish.  But  as  to  sew'age.  No,  Nature  never  in¬ 
tended  that  crystal  streams  should  be  turned  into 
sewers.  Looked  at  from  a  purely  practical  stand¬ 
point,  it  is  evident  that  rivers  can  only  act  as 
sewers  for  a  certain  time — that  is  assuming  that 
the  population  continues  to  increase.  I  have  a 
town  in  my  mind  which  sends  all  its  sewage  into 
a  tributary  of  the  Thames.  In  times  gone  by, 
wheu  the  population  was  small,  the  river  was  a 
noted  one  lor  fish.  Now  that  there  are  a  thousand 
persons  for  every  hundred  that  lived  in  the  town 
formerly,  the  river  has  become  a  noisome  open 
drain,  running  right  through  the  centre  of  the 
town.  Some  day  it  will  most  certainly  cause  a 
terrible  epidemic,  which  will  blast  the  reputation 
and  prosperity  of  the  place,  and  destroy  many  of 
the  inhabitants. 

.In  a  letter  to  a  contemporary  an  angler  speaks 
mghly  of  Newfoundland  as  a  fishing  station.  The 
bast  salmon  rivers  are  on  the  west  shore  of  the 
island  facing  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
fashing  is  at  its  best  in  June  and  July.  Trout  are 
found  in  most  of  the  rivers  and  rise  best  in  July 
and  August.  To  reach  St.  John’s  is  a  six  days’ 


TROLLING  IN  STAFFORDSHIRE  IN 
THE  LARGE  POND  AT 
CLEVELAND  HALL. 

After  a  few  more  casts  I  had  a  run  which  con-' 
vinced  me  that  I  had  hooked  a  fish  of  a  very 
unusual  weight.  It  soon  ran  out  nearly  the  whole 
length  of  my  line,  and  I  began  to  feel  that  sort  of 
anxiety  which  an  angler  experiences  when  he 
thinks  a  fish  may  be  too  strong  for  his  tackle 
when  luckily  it  turned  towards  the  left,  and  I  then 
had  it  more  at  command.  Those  who  have  taken 
large  pike  in  trolling  know  that  after  the  line  has 
been  shortened  the  angler  is  pretty  certain  of  his 
capture.  This  was  now  my  case.  I  felt  that  I 
had  a  command  over  the  fish  after  his  two  or  three 
first  struggles,  and  I  could  turn  it  which  way  I 
pleased.  My  expected  prize,  however,  was  still 
in  deep  water,  and  I  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
make  him  show  himself.  Some  weeds  had  got 
over  the  line  when  the  pike  ran  to  the  left,  and 
this  added  considerably  to  the  strain  upon  it  as 
well  as  upon  the  rod.  I  knew,  however,  the 
goodness  of  my  tackle,  and  kept  the  fish  on  the 
move,  and  looked  out  for  a  place  where  I  could 
best  land  it.  At  last  I  drew  it  towards  me,  but 
it  felt  more  like  a  log  than  a  fish  till  I  got  it 
near  the  side,  when  John  Porter  gaffed  it,  to 
my  great  content.  It  was  the  largest  pike  I 
had  ever  taken,  weighing  very  nearly  281b  It 
was  a  short  but  thick  fish,  and  was  in  fine  con¬ 
dition.  John  Porter  informed  me  that  the  pond 
was  generally  fished  every  seven  years,  and  that 
he  returned  into  it  every  pike  that  was  under  71b. 
in  weight.  As  that  period  had  nearly  expired  the 
pike  I  caught  could  not  have  grown  in  weight  less 
than  201b.  in  seven  years.  I  was  informed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  some  had  been  taken  out  of  the  pond 
which  must  have  increased  301b.  in  that  time,  or 
about  4jlb.  a  year. 

I  was  now  satisfied  with  my  morning’s  amuse¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  went  and  joined  my  com¬ 
panion  on  the  other  side  of  the  pond,  to  inform 
him  of  the  success  I  had  had.  As  he  also  had 
enjoyed  tolerably  good  sport,  we  put  up  our  tackle, 
and  had  our  fish  conveyed  to  the  hall  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  our  hostess  and  her  sister. 

I  may  here  observe  that  I  have  generally  found 
the  pike  caught  in  the  Staffordshire  ponds  in 
which  I  have  fished  to  be  not  only  well- flavoured 
fash,  but  to  have  their  colours  more  marked  and 
beautiful  than  any  I  have  met  with  elsewhere, 
lam  not  aware  to  what  cause  this  is  owing,  but 
the  fact  is  so,  and  the  growth  of  the  fish  is  exceed- 
mgly  rapid.  I  saw  two  pike  of  361b.  each,  one  of 
oniuLi  several  which  weighed  from  201b.  to 
301b.  taken  out  of  a  pond  in  Staffordshire  ip  thp 


autumn,  which  had  grown  to  that  size  from 
stores  which  had  been  put  into  it  seven  years 
previously. 

The  voracity  of  the  pike  is  enormous.  I  had  a 
dead  pike  sent  me  weighing  about  71b.,  which 
was  killed  by  endeavouring  to  swallow  another  of 
about  51b.  They  were  both  found  on  the  bank  of 
a  pond,  the  head  of  the  smaller  pike  being  in  the 
throat  of  the  other. 

A  pike  very  recently  took  a  bait  and  was  killed, 
and  the  tad  of  a  rat  found  projecting  fromitsmouth. 

In  cold  weather,  pike  conceal  their  heads  and 
tails  under  weeds,  while  their  backs  are  uncovered. 
I  hey  show  some  reluctance  to  leave  this  position, 
even  when  touched  with  a  stick,  and  in  the  river 
Thames  the  fishermen  frequently  take  them  up  in 
the  hand  when  they  find  them  in  this  situation. 
Pike  are  not  gregarious  fish,  but  it  is  certain  that 
they  migrate  at  a  particular  period  of  the  year, 
probably  before  or  after  the  spawning  season.  A 
friend  of  mine,  who  had  a  right  of  fishing  in  the 
river  Ouse  in  Norfolk,  informed  me  that  he  caught 
them  occasionally  in  nets  in  such  prodigious 
numbers  that  they  were  hawked  about  for  sale  all 
round  the  country.  He  sent  me  a  large  hamper 
full  of  them  by  way  of  specimen,  but  they  were 
not  much  to  be  commended. 

I  have  now  finished  the  account  of  my  trolling 
excursion  into  Staffordshire,  which  I  will  wind  up 
with  a  quotation  from  that  extraordinary  angler 
and  hunter,  Dame  Juliana  Berners,  in  her 
Treatyseof  Fysshynge  wyth  au  Angle,  called  the 
Boke  of  St.  Albans.  “  The  angler  atte  the  leest 
hath  his  holsom  walke,  and  merry  at  his  ease.  A 
sweete  ayro  of  the  sweete  savoure  of  the  meede 
floures,  that  maky  tk  hym  hungry.  He  hereth  the 
melodyous  harmony  of  fowles.  He  seeth  the 
yonge  swannes,  herons,  duekes,  cootes,  and  many 
other  fowles  wyth  theyr  broodes,  whyche  me 
semyth  better  than  alio  the  noyse  of  houndys. 
And  yf  the  Angler  take  fysshe,  surely  thenne  is 
there  noo  man  merier  than  he  is  in  his  spyryte.” 
— From  Jesse's  “  Angler's  Rambles." 


THE 


HAMPSHIRE”  FISHING 
KNIFE. 


Messrs.  W.  T.  Hancock,  308,  High  Holborn, 
write  “  W  e  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  one 
of  our  new  fishing  knives,  and  should  be  pleased 
if  jou  would  give  it  a  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
We  should  also  be  grateful  for  any  suggestions  for 
further  improvements  in  the  same.”  The  accom¬ 
panying  illustration  gives  a  clear  idea  of  Messrs 


SCALE  HALF  SIZE. 


Hancock  s  “  fishing  knife,”  which  certainly  is 
one  of  the  very  best  aud  cheapest  things  of  tbo 
kind  we  havo  ever  seen.  The  materials  all  seem 
of  first- class  quality7 ;  and  the  whole  knife  is  well 
finished.  The  only  suggestions  we  could  make  to 
Messrs.  Hancock  and  Co.  were  that  they  should 
add  a  corkscrew  and  a  screw-driver,  and  mark  the 
disgorger  in  inches,  thus  affording  a  ready  means 
of  measuring  the  size  of  fish. 

The  advantages  which  Messrs.  Hancock  and 
Co.  claim  for  this  knife  are  that,  while  not  being 
too  large  for  the  pocket,  it  contains  a  number  of 
useful  implements  required  by  the  angler.  It 
seems  to  us  that  amateur  fly-dressers  will  find  the 
strong  tweezers  of  great  use  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
both  lor  fly- dressing  and  for  holding  eyed-hook 
flies  while  attaching  gut  to  the  eye.  We  can 

safely  recommend  this  new  knife  to  the  notice  of 

Pfar  readers, 


May  2,  1891.] 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

L.  L. :  There  is  no  law  against  your  using 
worm  as  bait  for  Thames  trout;  but  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  “  bad  form.’’  Most  Thames  trout  are 
killed  by  floating  a  live  bleak  on  fine  tackle  down 
to  a  feeding  fish,  or  by  spinning  from  a  boat  or 
weir.  We  cannot  recommend  you  to  fish  from  the 
bauk.  Your  best  chance  is  to  go  out  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  fisherman. 

A  Constant  Reader:  Eels  are  running  now. 
A  lob  worm  is  a  good  bait,  so  is  a  minnow  or  loach, 
or  any  small  fish.  The  eels  run  at  night,  and 
some  old  Lea  anglers  often  have  fine  sport  on 
warm  spring  nights,  ledgeriug  for  eels.  ^  ou  can 
use  caddis  bait  for  roach,  both  on  a  light  ledger 
and  with  ordinary  float  tackle.  The  Mundella  Act 
left  the  eel  question  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  sta,te 
Some  convictions  have  been  obtained  for  taking 
eels  in  rivers  protected  by  the  Act..  It  is  great 
folly,  as  the  eels  are  in  prime  condition  and  are 
destroying  much  more  fish  life  in  the  dark  than 
any  anglers  ever  do  in  the  daytime.  The  only 
counties  not  included  in  the  Act  are  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  It  does  dot  apply  to  private  fisheries. 

Little  and  Co. :  Mr.  P.  Soman,  Argus  Office, 
Norwich,  publishes  an  excellent  guide  to  the  Nor¬ 
folk  Rroads.  Price  Is.  or  Is.  6d. 

F.  Potter  (Ormskirk)  :  If  you  want  trout  fishing 
only,  June  is  the  best  month.  If  you  waut  trout 
and  grayling,  August  is  best ;  but,  of  course,  it 
depends  on  the  rainfall  a  good  deal. 

A.  F.  N.  :  Stephens’  blue-black  ink  does  not  rot 
the  gut.  You  can  get  any  depth  of  blue  you  want  by 
leaving  the  gut  a  longer  or  shorter  time  in  theink. 

J.  R”  (St.  John’s,  N.B.)  :  The  best  work  on  the 
subject  is  probably  “  The  British  Museum  Cata¬ 
logue  of  Fossil  Fishes,”  by  A.  S.  Woodward, 

F.G  S.,  F.Z.S.  .  .  „ 

F.  Cresswell:  Jack  fishing  begins  in  the  Thames 
ou  June  16,  but  no  one  calling  himself  an  angler¬ 
fishes  for  them  unuil  July  or  August. 
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and  can  also  vouch  for  their  usefulness  in  such 
widely-separated  rivers  as  the  Dee  iu  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  and  the  Usk  in  Wales.  The  Green-fly  is  a 
noted  killer  in  special  circumstances,  and  the  others 
have  been  long  familiar  in  the  North. — Yours,  &c., 

William  Brown. 

42,  George-street,  Aberdeen. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  hear  of  a  place  on  the 
coast  (Wales  or  Devonshire  preferred),  bright  and 
lively,  and  within  easy  distance  (say  twenty  to 
thirty  minutes  by  train)  of  trout  fishing.  If 
good  scenery  can  be  had  so  much  the  better. 
June  is  the  month  I  shall  be  away. — Yours  truly, 

Split  Cane. 

[We  do  not  know  that  “  Split  Cane”  will  do 
better  than  either  Barmouth  or  Lynmouth. — Ed.] 

WHAT  ARE  BICKERDYKE  SPRING  LOOPS? 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  your  last  issue  Mr. 
John  Hotchkis  solemnly  warns  salmon  anglers 
against  using  “leads  with  Bickerdyke  spring 
loops,”  and  states  that  they  open  when  playing 
heavy  fish.  As  I  have  never  invented  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a  “  spring  loop,”  and  as  no  oqe 
has  any  authority  from  me  to  sell  a  “  Bickerdyke 
spring  loop.”  I  am  naturally  not  a  little  curious 
to  know  the  piece  of  tackle  to  which  Mr.  Hotchkis 
refers.  In  the  “Book  of  the  All-round  Angler,” 
the  lead  and  swivel  with  attachment  which  I 
have  recommended  for  use  when  trolling  or  spin¬ 
ning  for  salmon  is  one  which  has  figured  in  other 
works  on  angling,  and  has  been  recommended  by 
very  high  authorities.  If  properly  made  it  could 
not  open. — Sincerely  yours,  John  Bickerdyke. 

“TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN,” 
BY  S.  M.  TOD. 


CarrespottUfcttce 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

GRAM. 

gjR) — In  response  to  your  editorial  note  at  page 
263  of  the  F.  G.,  I  beg  to  send  the  following  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  two  principal  pulses, 
known  in  India  under  the  name  of  “  gram.”  One, 
which  is  got  from  the  plant  Dolichos  biflorus,  is 
called  “Madras  gram”  and  “  kultlii.”  The 
botanical  source  of  the  other,  which  is  called 
“Bengal  gram”  “chick-pea,”  and  “  channa, 
is  Jicer  ariet  num.  The  latter  is  the  one  which 
is  used  both  as  ground-bait  and  for  putting  on 
the  hook  for  fishing  purposes.  But  your  corre¬ 
spondent  need  not  go  so  far  a-field  as  India  tor 
this  kind  of  “  gram,”  as  it  is  cultivated  in  the 
south  of  Europe,  and  is  known  to  the  Italians  as 
cece  and  to  the  French  as  chiche.  It  is  alluded 
to  by  Horace,  iu  line  245  of  the  “  Ars  Poetica,"  as 
cicer  frictutn,  But  it  is  needless  to  give  further 
particulars,  as  time  and  space  mean  money  with 
you,  Mr.  Editor.— Yours  truly,  G.  Bidie. 

Rosneatli.  _ _ 

Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  your  note  at  foot 
of  the  letter  about  “  Artificial  Gram  ”  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  the  25th  April,  I  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  to  inform  you  that  gram  is  a  small  pea  or 
vetch,  used  largely  in  India  for  feeding  horses  and 
cattle  on. 

In  the  Nerbudda  river,  at  Hoshungabad,  we 
used  to  catch  large  mahseer  with  it,  by  boring  a 
hole  through  the  gram  and  then  stringing  two  or 
three  on  a  small  hook  and  throwing  it  like  a  fly. 
The  gram  should  be  slightly  “parched.”  I  he 
mahseer  there — in  my  time— used  to  take  it  in 
preference  to  any  other  kind  of  bait.  Y  ours 
truly,  George  A.  Cuyler. 

Rcdlaud,  Bristol. _ 

THE  GREEN-FLY. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  John 
Hotchkis,  whose  inquiry  about  the  Green-liy, 
Blue  Charm,  and  Bumble,  I  observed  in  last 
week’s  Gazette,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  can  supp  y 
him  with  correct  patterns  of  each  of  these  flies, 


Sir, — It  is  with  very  mixed  feelings  indeed— 
pleasure  in  looking  back  on  past  joys,  and  pain  in 
the  knowledge  that  they  are  gone  for  ever  (with  my 
own  youth) — that  I  venture  to  say  a  few  words 
about  this  small  book. 

I  cannot  find  the  date  on  which  it  first  was 
issued  iu  the  Isle  of  Man,  bound  in  blue  cloth  and 
gold  facings,  and  embellished  by  a  few  photo¬ 
graphs,  because  date  there  is  none  in  the  book  ; 
but,  I  presume,  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight 
years  ago  must  b8  near  the  mark. 

The  Field  then  spoke  of  it  as  the  best  local 
anglers’  guide  extant,  and  I  think  that  it  speaks 
volumes  for  the  small  booklet  of  twenty-four 
pa<?es  that  it  is  “revised  to  date  by  Mr.  S.  J. 
Harris,  president  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Association, 
a  very  kind  and  courteous  gentleman,  who  writes 
to  me  “  that  he  knew  my  brother  in  the  old  days, 
and  how  popular  he  used  to  be,”  &c.,  “  and  only  the 
other  day  tumbled  across  a  gorse  stick  which  he 
cut  for  me.” 

He  died  in  Edinburgh,  January  3,  1874,  so  that 
it  is  indeed  a  compliment  to  the  practical  value 
of  his  little  work  that  it  should  be  re-published 
now,  and  by  the  president  of  the  Isle  of  Man 
Angling  Association.  _ 

It  was  written  evidently  in  haste,  and  but  little 
revised,  and  there  are  several  literary  defects 
which  mar  the  value  of  the  bock,  and  which  I 
hope  may  be  removed  in  any  subsequent  edition. 

Candour  compels  me  to  speak  thus  frankly  of  a 
work  which  I  feel  sure  has  no  equal,  even  now, 
as  a  guide  to  the  streams  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 

edited  as  it  is  by  Mr.  Harris  up  to  date. 

I  will  say  no  more  save  that  in  its  former  edition 
_ which  lies  before  me,  and  which  bears  the  follow¬ 
ing  publishers’  names :  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man, 
Matthew  Glover;  London,  Simpkiu,  Marshall  and 
Co.  ;  Liverpool,  G.  Philip  and  Sou  it  sold  at 
2s.  6d.  It  sells  now,  in  paper  wrapper,  at  three¬ 
pence,  and  the  publishers  are  the  Isle  of  Man  Times, 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Who’ll  buy  ?  Whoffi  buy  ? 

The  original  work  bore  the  following  dedication  : 
“  To  Ewen  Monteith  Tod,  my  only  brother,  and 
a  brother  angler,  whose  rod  and  line  are  always 
his  best  aud  constant  companions,  I  dedicate  this 

volume.”  ,  ,  . 

This  was  true  of  me  in  those  young  days,  but 
now  I  have  but  one  angling  holiday  ia  the  year  , 
a  good  one,  however,  of  four  weeks,  and  which 
begins  very  soon  now. 

Let  those  who  expect  to  visit  the  Isle  ot  Man 
purchase  this  good  threepenny  worth.  It  won’t 
ruin  them  aud  will  lead  them  through  some  of 
the  choicest  scenery  in  the  island,  and  as  for  fish- 
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ing — when  they  have  found  a  more  reliable  guide, 
kindly  let  them  publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public. 

It  has  the  warranty  of  two  good  anglers — my 
elder  brother,  S.  M.  Tod,  and  one  who  remembers 
him  yet,  his  old  friend,  S.  J.  Harris,  Esq.,  a  gentle- 
'  man  I  have  never  met,  aud  yet  esteem. — Yours, 
&c ,  _  E.  M.  Tod. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  wrote  you,  I  saw  the  first 
swallow  here  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
April  15.  A  friend  at  Reedham  saw  the  first 
there  at  six  a  m.  the  next  morning — probably  the 
same  bird.  The  first  sand  martins  appeared  here 
on  Saturday,  April  18tli.  On  Thursday  morning, 
April  23,  a  cuckoo  (the  first  hereabouts)  was  seen 
on  a  shed  near  here  at  5.45  a.m.  At  eight  the 
note  of  another  was  heard,  and  at  12.15  p.m.  I 
heard  it  again  (six  notes).  The  day  following  I 
fouud  the  tail  of  a  female  cuckoo  in  the  sandhills, 
probably  eaten  by  a  stoat  after  it  arrived  in  a 
weak  state  ;  and  I  came  upon  a  beautiful  male 
bird  on  the  ground  behiud  a  lump  of  rushes.  I 
heard  the  first  reed  warbler  last  night,  and  saw 
several  swallows  going  to  roost  on  the  gladen. 

.  .  .  The  perch  are  hard  at  work  spawning, 

the  pike  have  nearly  finished,  and  the  bream  and 
rudd  are  getting  sluggish  aud  working  into  shal¬ 
low  water  ;  they  will  soon  spawn  now.  A  rime 
frost  last  night;  temp.  29  deg.  Fahr.— Yours 
&c.,  April  15,  P.  H.  Emerson,  B  A.,  M.B.  (Cantab). 

FISHING  IN  THE  ITALIAN  LAKES  AND 
RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  Italy  next|month,  and 
shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  wiil  give  me 
a  ay  information  about  the  fly-fishing  for  trout  and 
other  fishing  to  be  had  there. — Yours  truly, 

6  G.  T.  W. 


COMPETITION  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  T.A  P  S. 

Sir,— Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  seems  surprised  to  think  that  after 
notifying  each  club  by  circular  no  one  outside 
their  own  members  entered  the  above  competi¬ 
tions.  Pei  haps  Mr.  Baldwin  will  also  be  surprised 
to  hear  that  the  great  majority  of  London  club 
anglers  are  working  men,  who  can  ill  alford  to 
join  in  competitions  taking  place  on  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays  during  the  season.  ,  . 

If  Mr.  Baldwin  wishes  to  get  up  a  competition 
to  really  benefit  the  T.A.P.S.,  then  let  him  do  the 
same  as  the  organisers  of  the  recent  competitions 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  did: 
choose  one  Sunday  iu  the  season,  and  all  fish  in 
the  same  water,  close  to  London — say  the  Slough 
Canal,  for  instance— and  then  I  am  sure  he  will 
get  plenty  of  entries. — Yours,  &c.,  A.  J. 

FISHING  NEAR  DUMFRIES. 

yIRj — Perhaps  yourself  or  one  of  your  corre¬ 
spondents  would  favour  me  with  some  information 
about  the  fishing  at  Dumfries,  terms,  &c.,  in 
July,  August,  and  September;  also  if  the  same 
flies  as  used  iu  Esk  aud  Eiddle  are  suitable.  Any 
information  thankfully  received.  R.  S.  W. 

East  Devon  and  Teignmouth  Club. 

BASS  FISHING. 

gIR) — l  beg  to  give  Mr.  Lionel  E.  Levy  and 
your  readers  further  information  respecting  the 
fishing  on  the  south  coast  of  Anglesey. 

Besides  bass  fishing  already  referred  to,  and 
which  requires  a  salmon  or  strong  trolling  rod, 
with  reel  and  100yds.  of  line,  salmon  gut,  and 
strong  books,  one  ought  to  bring  a  hand-lme,  with 
the  usual  spinning  baits,  for  boat  fishing  in  fine 
weather,  when  pollack,  gurnets,  cod,  and  mackerel 
are  caught.  Very  good  sport  is  obtained  bream 
fishing  in  ten  or  fifteen  fathoms  of  water,  the  boat 
anchored  two  or  three  miles  out  at  the  turning  of 
the  tide.  This  is  the  great  attraction  of  the  local 
fisherman.  Free  trout  and  eel  fishing  are  obtained 
at  Coron  Lake  and  river  flowing  therefrom.  Head¬ 
quarters  should  be  taken  at  Aberffraw,  where 
there  is  a  fine  hotel  and  several  lodging-houses, 
and  August  is  capital  time  for  this  all-round  fish¬ 
ing  Four  miles  off  is  Maclog  Lake  and  Crygyll 
river,  famous  for  trout,  and,  after  a  good  flood, 
salmon  and  sewin  run  up,  and  no  licence  is  re¬ 
quired.  The  writer  has  no  interest  whatever  m 
recommending  lodgings. — Yours,  &c;) 
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FREE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SALMON 
RIVERS. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  answering  my 
queries. 

With  regard  to  No.  1,  however,  if  anyone  at¬ 
tempted  to  search  me  while  I  was  quietly  follow- 
ing  a  pursuit  to  which  I  was  rightly  entitled,  I 
should  certainly  make  things  as  warm  for  him  as 
I  could,  and  would  prevent  the  search  by  all  the 
means  in  my  power.— Yours  faithfully, 

_  Trout  Fisher, 


FISHING  NEAR  DUBLIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  your  readers  kindly 
oblige  inquirer  as  to  the  nature  of  fishing  in  and 
about  Dublin  and  district,  and  what  kind  of  baits 
are  used  there  in  May?— I  remain,  yours  faith- 
fully,  Edward  Mound. 

107,  Blackwell-street,  Kidderminster. 


PALEY’S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Sir, — I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  fly-fishers 
a  very  useful  little  contrivance  for  carrying  fly- 
casts  now  to  be  seen  in  your  advertisement 
columns.  It  is  called  Paley’s  tackle  and  fly 
pouch.  As  Mr.  Shrubsole  observes,  not  every  new 
thing  presented  to  the  public  by  the  enterprising 
tackle  makers  is  practically  useful,  so  anglers  are 
glad  sometimes  to  hear  further  evidence. 

I  can  recommend  this  little  case  as  the  neatest 
thing  out  for  holding  half-a-dozen  gut  casts,  a 
few  loose  strands  of  gut,  &c  ,  and  with  it  and 
two  or  three  little  tin  boxes  full  of  flies  on  eyed 
hooks,  I  think  the  fly-fisher  will  agree  that  the 
perfection  of  portability  has  been  reached. — I 
am,  yours  truly,  J.  H.  W. 

[We  always  use  Mr.  Paley’s  pouch  and  can  en¬ 
dorse  what  “  J.  H.  W.”  says".  Mr.  Paley  has  just 
introduced  one  a  size  larger. — Ed.] 


PIKE  EXTERMINATION  IN  THE  LAKE 
DISTRICT. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  this  week’s  “  Notes  from  Lan¬ 
cashire  ”  that  your  correspondent  who  writes 
under  the  above  heading'  complains  that  the 
association  which  has  recently  been  formed  with 
the  object  of  improving  the  fishing  in  the  lake 
district,  has  been  handicapped  by  the  correspon¬ 
dence  which  has  appeared  in  the  daily  papers 
from  writers  who  shelter  themselves  under  “  fishy  ” 
norm  -  de  -  plume.  May  one  who  has  written 
under  a  “fishy”  alias  defend  his  position  in 
your  columns  ?  Let  us  examine  your  correspon¬ 
dent’s  first  assertion  that  the  promoters  of  the 
association  “  have  done  well  to  keep  the  objects 
of  pending  negotiations  as  quiet  as  possible.”  I 
think  that  the  association  would  never  have  been 
heard  of  until  the  members  had  obtained  full  powers 
if  they  had  really  met  in  secret.  Have  they  done 
so  ?  I  think  not,  and  the  first  intimation  that 
the  outside  fishing  public  received  that  an  associa¬ 
tion  had  been  formed  was,  I  believe,  a  notice  in 
the  Manchester  Guardian  of  a  meeting  held  at 
that  most  comfortable  of  hotels,  the  Old  England. 

PlaviDg  given  this  unnecessary  publicity  to 
their  intentions,  the  members  have  only  them¬ 
selves  to  blame  if  others  also  take  up  the  subject 
of  the  preservation  of  the  lakes  fishing. 

That  the  members  of  this  society  are  actuated 
by  the  very  best  intentions  I  do  not  for  one  mo¬ 
ment  doubt,  but  I  do  think  that  they  are  mistaken 
in  starting  life  with  the  determination  of  exter¬ 
minating  the  pike  in  all  the  lakes  over  which 
they  may  get  control.  There  seems  to  be  a  mania 
at  present  for  destroying  this  fish  in  all  waters 
where  trout  might,  could,  should,  or  would  breed. 
W  by  should  the  pike  be  considered  such  a  very 
inferior  fish  ?  He  is  fully  as  handsome  as  the 
trout,  and  gives  quite  as  good  (many  people  think 
better)  sport,  and  he  is  in  my  opinion  the  fish  of 
all  fish  for  Windermere,  as  he  would  give  the 
greatest  amount  of  satisfaction  to  the  majority  of 
visitors  to  the  lakes,  upon  whom  the  boatmen, 
hotel,  and  lodging-house  keepers  are  dependent. 
If  this  association  had  started  with  the  intention 
of  improving  the  general  fishing  in  the  lakes  by 
protecting  the  pike  and  perch  in  some  lakes  and 
tarns,  and  the  trout  in  others,  no  one  would  have 
grumbled ;  but  according  to  newspaper  reports 
this  is  not  the  case,  and  I  feel  sure  that  unless 
they  do  so,  anglers  will  not  send  in  their  subscrip¬ 
tions  and  a  most  laudable  undertaking  will  be 
“  knocked  on  the  head.”— Yours,  &c., 

Lucius  E.  Socks. 


Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  ac  know¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  contributions 
towards  the  funds  of  this  society  from  the  col¬ 
lecting  boxes,  and  to  express  the  thanks  of  the 
committee  to  those  clubs  for  their  kind  support : 
—  Seventeen  shillings  from  the  Alma  Angling 
Society  per  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  ;  eleven  shillings 
from  the  United  Brothers  Angling  Society  per  Mr. 
W.  R.  Lawes  ;  and  thirteen  shillings  and  twopence 
from  the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society, 
which  I  received  from  a  personal  visit  to  the  club- 
room  on  Thursday  evening  in  last  week.  As  this 
movement  is  a  new  one  in  connection  with  the 
T.A.P.S.,  it  is  interesting  to  report  the  results 
connected  with  it.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Sec. 

62,  Charing-cross,  S.W. 


SEA  TROUT  IN  LOCHS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  writer  of  the  article  on 
“  Salmon,  Trout,  Finnock,  and  Sea  Trout  ”  will 
pardon  me  for  doing  so,  I  should  like  to  correct 
him  on  a  matter  of  fact. 

The  lochs  in  which  fresh-run  sea  trout  are  killed 
in  spring  in  South  Uist  are  not  necessarily  “tide- 
influenced  waters  ”  in  the  sense  in  which  I 
interpret  that  phrase.  Lower  Kildonan  and  Na 
Sgairrbh,  in  South  Uist,  are  nearly  a  mile  from 
the  sea,  being  connected  with  it  by  a  burn  ;  yet 
this  spring  the  former  was  full  of  fine  fish,  while 
the  latter — never  at  any  time  quite  so  good — held 
a  fair  number.  Curiously  enough,  the  fish  in 
these  non-tidal  waters  were  of  better  quality  and 
size  than  those  killed  in  Loch  A-Bharp,  into 
which  the  tide,  if  moderately  high,  generally  flows. 
The  only  locality,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  Scotland 
where  fresh-run  sea  trout  are  found  to  any  extent 
in  spring  in  the  rivers  is  the  Island  of  Islay, 
though  in  Mull,  I  believe,  there  is  an  occasional 
and  uncertain  run  in  April.  The  sea  trout  spring 
run  in  South  Uist  is  now  nearly  over,  March  and 
the  first  fortnight  of  April  being  the  period  of  its 
duration. — Yours  truly,  Duine  Mor. 


GUT. 

Dear  Sir,— I  notice  the  letter  in  your  issue  of 
April  11  from  “  Harry  L.,”  re  gut.  I  must  confirm 
Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole’s  remarks  in  his  article, 
which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  March  28.  The 
only  skin  silkworm  gut  ever  has  is  taken  off  in 
Spain  ;  the  gut  being  boiled  in  soap  and  water,  to 
which  has  been  added  a  little  soda,  the  outer  film 
or  skin  comes  off  quite  easily.  As  the  gut  is 
placed  upon  the  English  market  Mr.  Shrubsole  is 
quite  right  in  saying  it  is  the  same  right  to  the 
centre  as  it  is  upon  the  surface. 

The  prejudice  against  drawn  gut  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  so  much  has  been  put  upon  the 
market  not  properly  drawn,  and  of  an  inferior 
quality  to  start  with.  Mr.  Shrubsole  is  quite  right 
in  asserting  that  drawn  gut — properly  drawn — is 
as  strong  in  proportion  to  its  thickness.  The  fact 
is  much  drawn  gut  that  is  placed  upon  the  market 
is  not  drawn  at  all ;  it  is  dragged  through  rough 
plates  and  simply  spoiled.— Yours  faithfully, 
Standard  Works,  Redditch.  S.  Allcock. 
[Let  those  who  believe  that  drawn  gut  is  as 
good  as  undrawn  gut  use  it  by  all  means;  fine 
undrawn  is  quite  dear  enough  as  it  is.  The 
practice  of  selling  drawn  gut  as  undrawn  ia  simply 
cheating ;  but  it  is  done.  Next  week  we  hope  to 
publish  an  interesting  letter  with  microscope 
picture  of  section  of  gut. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  BOOT  IN  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  grateful  if  any  of  your 
numerous  correspondents  can  give  me  any  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  fishing  at  Boot  in  Cumberland _ 

Yours>  — -  H.  G.  S. 

ANOTHER  TOAD  v.  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  other  day  my  attention  was 
called  to  a  somewhat  strange  occurrence.  I  have 
a  pond  in  which  toads  are  now  spawning,  and  into 
this  pond  had  got  a  Loch  Leven  trout,  weighing 
about  half-a-pound.  A  toad  had  succeeded  in 
getting  on  to  the  back  of  this  trout,  and  had 
driven  its  clinched  fists  deeply  into  its  gills,  so 
that  it  was  gradually  succumbing,  and  would  I 
believe  soon  have  died  had  I  not  released  it.  The 
toad  had  such  a  firm  grip  that  it  could  hardly  be 
pulled  off  without  first  extricating  one  of  the  fists. 
Fish  culturists,  beware !— Yours  truly, 

Solway  Fishery, Dumfries.  J.  J.  Armisiead. 


A  QUERY  FOR  TEMPLAR. 

.  Sir, — Some  little  time  ago  “  Templar  ”  men- 
tioned  having  taken  a  number  of  photographs 
during  his  travels,  and  remarked  on  the  handiness 
of  the  apparatus  for,  say,  an  angler  to  reproduce 
scenes  in  which  he  might  be  engaged.  Would  he 
mind  saying  what  description  of  instrument  he 
used,  and  about  the  cost  ? 

An  answer  in  next  Gazette  will  be  received  with 
thanks. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, . 

_ E.E.  H. 

SALMON  DISEASE  ON  THE  EDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — Am  glad  you  had  good  luck  up 
North. 

On  Monday  I  killed  a  fresh  fish  of  201b.,  and 
also  twenty-four  trout  weighing  12£lb.,  all  except 
one  being  in  fine  condition,  and  he  was  l|lb.  as 
it  was.  The  March  Brown  has  put  the  flesh  on 
them.  One  doesn’t  get  the  big  fish  out  of  this 
river  until  later  on,  but  they  are  all  real  sports¬ 
men. 

The  disease  ( Saprolegnia  ferax )  is  very  bad 
indeed.  I  fully  believe,  by  the  way  the  fish 
jump  and  then  slide  along  the  surface,  that  nine- 
tenths  are  touched  with  it,  and  this  continued  low 
water  makes  matters  worse. — Yours  truly, 

Armathwaite.  Fraser  Sandeman. 


GUT  BREAKING  AT  HEAD  OF  FLY. 
Sir,— I  see  a  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette  about 
gut  breaking  off  at  the  head  of  flies.  My  plan  in 
old  days  (when  I  dressed  my  flies  on  gut)  to  pre¬ 
vent  this  was— First,  to  file  the  top  of  the  hook  to 
take  off  all  sharp  edges ;  second,  to  take  two  or 
three  turns  of  well  waxed  silk  as  close  to  the  head 
of  the  hook  as  possible,  and  then  wind  the  silk  in 
corkscrew  fashion  as  far  down  the  shank  of  tho 
hook  as  I  wanted  it ;  then  lay  the  gut  to  tho 
shank  and  wind  over  it  back  to  the  head.  Some¬ 
times  I  used  to  take  a  bristle  from  a  good  hair¬ 
brush,  lay  in  alongside  of  the  gut,  letting  it 
project  upwards  one-eighth  of  an  inch  above  the 
head  of  the  shank.  Tie  gut  aud  bristle  together 
on  the  shank  up  to  tho  head,  and  take  two  or 
three  turns  of  silk  round  the  gut  and  bristlo 
together  above  the  head  of  the  shank.  Tho 
spring  of  the  bristle  takes  off  the  sudden  bend 
of  the  gut  just  at  the  head  of  the  shank,  and 
makes  the  flies  wear  longer. — Yours,  &c., 

C.  Hevit. 

[Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  triple  hingo  of  gut,  described 
and  illustrated  in  our  columns  some  years  ago, 
also  answers  the  purpose  admirably. — Ed.] 


RYPECK  OR  RYPICIv. 

Sir, — Mr.  Frank  Bucklaud,  in  his  first  series  of 
“  Curiosities  of  Natural  History,”  page  227,  says  : 

“  In  the  punt  were  placed  three  chairs,  three 
fishing  rods,  and  two  punt  poles  with  sharp  iron 
spikes  on  their  ends,  called  in  these  parts 
1  rypecks  ’  :  why  or  wherefore  they  have  received 
this  name  we  cannot  ascertain."  The  word  is 
not  in  Nuttall,  and  I  think  it  will  be  rather  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prove  how  it  came  into  use.— I  am,  &c.. 

The  O.  O.  D. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Dear  Sir,  Would  you  be  kind  enough  through 
the  F.  G.  to  acknowledge  the  following  amounts  I 
have  received,  with  many  thanks,  on  behalf  of  poor 
Mrs.  Camm  and  her  six  fatherless  children,  who 
are  left  unprovided  for  : — Our  old  and  esteemed 
visiting  officer,  Mr.  J.  JenniDgs,  of  Bostonians,  10s. ; 
Mr.  C.  Nutkins,  of  Bostonians,  3s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Wood, 
of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  5s. ;  a  Sympathiser,  not 
an  angler,  Is.  I  have  also  received,  with  many 
thanks,  from  the  following  members  of  the  Mary- 
™M°ne  Al  S> E*  clark,  6d. ;  A.  Clark,  6d. ;  W. 
Milburn,  Is.  ;  W.  F.  Pearce,  6d. ;  W.  Pearce,  6d.  ; 
Mr.  Butler,  6d.  ;  Mr.  Melish,  6d.  ;  Mr.  Penfold, 
6d. ,  Mr.  Hale,  6d. ;  Mr.  Read,  6d.  ;  Mr.  Kingston, 
6d.;  Mr.  Sansom,  6d. ;  total,  6s.  6d.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Allas'on  C  nited  Brothers  will  send 
their  collection  next  week,  so  I  hope,  brother 
anglers,  you  will  rally  round  and  give  a  small 
trifle,  as  it  is  a  deserving  case.  There  is,  I  am 
told,  no  hope  held  out  for  poor  Mrs.  Camm’s  re¬ 
covery. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

__  0„  Benjamin  Abrahams. 

2a,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

P.S.  Cheques  to  be  crossed  Alliance  and  Co. 
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WHY  DO  SALMON  “ TAKE ”  SALMON 

FLIES  ? 

Sir, — The  speculation  mentioned  by  “  Templar  ’’ 
in  last  week’s  notes — “For  what  does  a  salmon 
take  a  salmon  fly  ?  ” — is  one  which  has  proved  a 
puzzler  to,  I  suppose,  generations  of  naturalists 
and  others  who  have  vainly  tried  to  solve  it ;  and 
still,  like  the  farmer  whose  drink  was  so  weak, 
we  “seem  to  get  no  forrader.” 

Last  October  I  was  staying  for  a  few  days  in 
Carlisle,  and  one  night  my  host  introduced  the 
subject  of  why  salmon  flies  kill.  Ho  said  the 
most  generally  accepted  opinion  is  that  the  salmon, 
becoming  thoroughly  annoyed  at  this  gaudy 
object  persistently  floating  over  his  head,  coming, 
as  it  were,  “’twixtthe  wind  and  his  nobility,’’ 
makes  a  dash,  with  the  intent  to  worry  it,  as  a 
dog  does  a  rat.  As  opposed  to  the  idea  that  the 
salmon  takes  the  fly  “  for  something  to  eat,”  he 
mentioned  the  fact  that,  out  of  scores  of  test  cases, 
exceedingly  few  have  occurred  where  the 
stomach  of  a  salmon  killed  in  fresh  water  has 
been  found  to  contain  anything  at  all. 

The  following  day  I  went  to  Canonbie,  Dum¬ 
friesshire,  to  fish  the  Liddell,  but  having  only  a 
trout  rod,  put  on  sea  trout  flies.  My  own  success 
was  very  middling — a  herling  and  a  sea  trout, 
both,  however,  in  capital  condition.  Still  I  had 
for  my  “  hauf-croon  ’’  the  great  treat  of  seeing  (in 
little  over  an  hour)  three  salmon  killed  in  the 
neighbouring  river  Esk,  the  heaviest  a  noble  fellow 
who  turned  the  scale  at  301b.  What  his  intention 
was  when  he  dashed  at  that  fatal  fly  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  asking  him,  as,  when  there  was  a 
sort  of  levee  in  the  evening  at  the  hotel,  he  lay 
upon  a  slab,  very  dead  indeed,  and  firm  as  a  board. 
That  night  I  moved  on  to  Langholm,  and  next 
morning  proceeded  to  whip  the  Esk.  Before 
leaving  the  picturesque  little  town,  I  called  upon 
an  elderly  man,  to  whom  I  had  been  recommended 
if  in  want  of  some  killing  sea  trout  flies.  Having 
purchased  a  few,  he  invited  me  to  an  upper  room, 
to  have  “  a  smeuk  an’  a  crack.”  I  professed  to  be  in 
a  hurry  to  get  to  work,  but  he  assured  me  I  was 
in  plenty  of  time — the  weather  was  very  mild, 
and  the  morning  dark  and  threatening.  We — or 
rather  he — had  the  “  crack,”  and  most  entertain¬ 
ing  it  was — reminiscences  ad  lib.  At  last  I 
squeezed  in  the  question,  “What  do  you  think 
induces  a  salmon  to  take  a  salmon  fly  at  all  ? 
Why  does  he  do  it  ?”  His  answer  was  prompt : 
“  Just  to  do  away  with  it,  to  destroy  it.”  He  then 
proceeded,  as  if  to  confirm  this  view  :  “  One  day  I 
was  standing  on  a  brig  ower  the  Annan,  and 
takkin’  a  peepie  at  the  water,  I  saw  a  graun’  fish 
lying  full  i’  the  stream.  Lower  down  a  freen’  of 
mine  was  castin’  the  fly.  Without  moving  a 
muscle,  except  my  lips,  I  sang  out  to  him  to  come 
nearer,  and  indicated  exactly  where  the  fish  was. 
He  began  to  cast  according  to  my  directions,  and 
kept  it  up  for  some  ten  minutes.  Not  a  move  on 
the  part  o’  the  fish.  ‘Now,  stop,’ I  called  out ; 

‘  ohange  your  fly,  gie  him  a  wee  bit  rest,  then  just 
cast  as  before  an’  he’s  yours.’  The  first  time  the 
fresh  fly  fell  on  the  water,  the  fish  began  to  lash 
his  tail,  in  my  opinion  distinctly  showing  anger. 
The  next  cast  he  came  to  the  top  of  the  water, 
but  didn’t  tak  hauld.  The  third  try  he  had  it 
sure;  we  got  him,  an’ a  bonny  fish  he  was.”  I 
thought  this  a  first  rate  illustration  of  the  “  worry¬ 
ing’’  argument. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  some  two  miles  down  the 
river,  I  came  upon  a  farmer  wielding  a  big  salmon 
rod,  and  casting  over  a  wild  tumble  of  heavy 
water.  Presently  there  was  a  dash  at  his  fly,  the 
rod  bent  gallantly  for  a  fraction  of  a  minute,  then 
the  line  came  back  to  him  fishless.  He  gave  a 
great  slap  on  his  thigh,  indicative  of  keen  dis¬ 
appointment,  and  far  more  eloquent  than 
“Twinkle,  twinkle,  little  star,”  which  somebody 
recommended  a  great  swearer  to  repeat  when  he 
felt  an  attack  coming  on.  The  fisher  walked  out 
of  the  water,  and  taking  out  a  pipe  with  a  good 
deal  of  head  and  not  much  stem,  proceeded  to 
smoke  moodily.  So  soon  as  I  considered  it  safe  to 
do  so,  I  said,  “  What  do  you  think  makes  a  salmon 
take  a  thing  like  that  ?  You  never  saw  anything 
like  it  in  real  life.”  He  shook  his  head,  “  Nay, 
but  ye’re  beyond  me  noo,”  he  replied,  solemnly. 
Evidently  the  question  as  to  why  the  salmon 
should  take  a  fly  had  not  caused  him  to  lose  sleep 
o’  nights  ;  the  enigma  apparently  being  why  a 
fush  worth  twa  siller  shellings  a  pund,  an’  mair 
forbye,  should,  having  onoe  taken  hold,  have  the 
meanness  to  let  go  again. — Yours,  &c.,  E.  E  H. 


P-  S. — We  have  lately  had  on  view — in  a  glass 
case  —  in  Longsight  (Manchester),  a  trout, 
“  8lb.  10oz.,  caught  in  Cheshire  waters,”  as  the 
label  testified.  He  was  a  splendidly-shaped  fellow, 
and  had  been  very  well  finished  by  the  curer — beg 
pardon,  taxidermist. 


MAY-FLIES,  &c. 

Sir, — Will  you  please  inform  me  through  the 

Fishing  Gazette — 

(1)  4\  hicli  of  the  May -flies  is  Ephemera  danica  t 

(2)  And  which  Ephemera  lineata  ? 

(3)  Also,  which  of  the  Sedges  is  Phrygane.i 

grandis  ? 

(4)  And  which  Phryganea  striata  /—Yours  truly, 

Woodside,  Willow  Park.  Jno.  W.  Bland. 

[ Ephemera  danica  is  more  generally  known  as 
Ephemera  vulgata  in  this  country,  and  is  the  May¬ 
fly  common  on  many  of  our  rivers.  Mr.  Halford 
refers  to  E.  lineata  as  “  the  May-fly  of  warmer 
rivers  ”  (query,  which  rivers  ?).  Phryganea  grandis 
is  the  large  Sedge  with  ash-coloured  front  wings, 
brown  back  wings,  and  yellow-ringed  antennce.  P. 
striata  is  another  of  the  large  brown  Sedges.  Its 
anterior  wings  are  brown,  posterior  wings  light 
brown,  and  the  antennce  are  very  much  hooked. 
In  Pictet’s  beautiful  drawings  of  the  “  Phryganes  ” 
the  antennas  are  shown  in  most  cases  as  projecting 
almost  straight  from  the  head.  In  his  P.  striata 
they  are  like  miniature  gaffs  in  shape,  and  if  it  is 
the  habit  of  the  fly  to  carry  them  bent  thus,  it  is 
a  great  help  to  identification. — Ed.] 


GEEN’S  SPIRAL  MINNOW. 

Sir, — Mr.  Hotchkis  in  your  last  week’s  issue  in¬ 
forms  us  that  he  has  had  good  sport  with  the 
salmon  on  the  Wye,  catching  three  in  one  after¬ 
noon  with  this  bait.  Would  he  kindly  inform  your 
readers  where  the  salmon  sizes  are  to  be  pro¬ 
cured  ? 

I  have  been  very  successful  with  the  smaller 
sizes  amongst  the  trout,  but  am  unable  to  get  any 
size  larger  than  two  inches,  either  from  Carter, 
Farlow,  or  the  stores. 

I  attribute  the  success  of  this  bait  to  the  fact 
that  it  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  more 
slowly  than  any  other,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
its  spiral  shape  causes  it  to  appear  in  a  terrible 
hurry  to  escape. 

Surely  we  may  shortly  hope  to  get  the  wire 
traces  from  the  tackle  shops  in  London. — I 
remain,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

George  Pearson. 


A  TRUE  FISH  STORY. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  in  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette  is  a  letter  from  “A  Coggeshall 
Volunteer,”  and  which  also  embodies  a  paragraph 
purposing  to  be  a  cutting  from  the  Clifton  and 
Reclland  Free  Press.  The  cutting  gives  the  de¬ 
tails  of  Mr.  Anderson’s  adventure  while  fishing  on 
the  Tullywiggan  water  (which  is  a  portion  of  the 
Ballinderry  river).  The  paragraph  in  question 
was  originally  contributed  by  me  in  the  Rod  and 
Gun  of  March  21  last,  and  I  can  vouch  for  its 
accuracy  in  spite  of  its  being  up  to  the  “  cake  stan¬ 
dard’’  of  a  “Coggeshall  Volunteer” — whatever  that 
may  be.  Mr.  Anderson  did  actually  capture  the 
fish  in  the  way  it  is  described.  I  may  add  that 
the  “  overcoat  ”  was  a  shooting  coat,  and  the  poc¬ 
ket  in  which  the  trout  was  found  was  of  the 
pattern  known  as  a  “  hare  pocket.” — Yours  truly, 

The  Correspondent. 

[This  refers  to  the  story  of  the  angler  who 
fished  ail  day,  caught  nothing,  fell  in  the  river, 
and  on  getting  out  found  a  big  trout  in  his  over¬ 
coat  pocket.  Glad  to  hear  it  is  true.  It  should  be 
patented — we  mean  the  pocket. — Ed  ] 


VARIOUS  ITEMS. 

Sir,— Gut. — Has  gut  any  structure  properly  so 
called  at  all  ?  As  I  understand  it,  it  is  when  in 
the  worm  a  gummy  mass  or  reservoir  from  which 
the  worm  has  the  power  of  drawing  off  threads 
which  are  like  in  kind  to  the  thread  of  glue  or 
sealing-wax,  which  may  be  drawn  out  by  the  point 
of  the  finger,  when  the  glue  or  wax  is  in  a  semi¬ 
fluid  state.  The  gut  is  drawn  out,  and  drying, 
sets.  The  surface  naturally  hardens  more  than 
the  centre,  and  sets  in  hardening. 

The  surface  of  the  gut  is  therefore  harder 
than  the  core.  If,  then,  this  surface  be 
stripped  off  when  the  gut  is  drawn,  clearly  the 
gut  must  be  weakened  and  lose  elasticity  and 
strength.  If  the  hole  be  not  perfectly  smooth, 


lines  will  be  torn  in  the  surface  of  the  gut  which 
will  admit  and  hold  the  water.  The  water 
naturally  has  a  less  softening  effect  on  the  hard 
settled  surface  of  the  undrawn  gut  than  on  the 
corrugated  surface  of  the  drawn.  The  latter  it 
softens  like  string  and  rots  ;  the  former  it  only 
renders  more  softly  elastic.  That  is  my  theory 
of  the  matter. 

The  Condition  of  Trout. — This  has  been  a  special 
subject  of  comment  in  the  papers  this  spring. 
Everyone  has  said  that  the  Hampshire  trout  aro 
black  and  backward.  This  is  not  universally  the 
case.  Early  last  week  I  had  a  brace  of  trout  out 
of  two  branches  of  the  Itchon  running  parallel  to 
one  another— one  out  of  deep,  slow,  canal-like 
water ;  the  other  out  of  sharpish  clear  water  with 
shallow  gravelly  bottom.  The  latter  was  bright 
as  a  new  shilling,  and  as  game  as  could  be ;  the 
other  was  dark  and  had  at  least  a  dozen  leaches 
on  him,  but  still  fat  and  solid.  He  was,  however, 
slow  and  heavy  in  his  movements,  compared  to 
the  first.  I  had  two  others  out  of  the  sharper 
water,  both  in  good  condition. 

Reports  from  Fishing  Stations. — I  feel  with  some 
of  your  correspondents  that  the  angling  public 
often  don’t  get  fair  play  from  advertisers  and  re¬ 
porters.  I  could  name  one  eminent  firm  of  tackle 
makers,  who  while  they  issued  tickets  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  stretch  of  water,  lauded  it  to  the  skies  as 
“  some  of  the  best  trouting  water  in  the  North  of 
England.”  I  went  there,  and  was  sorely  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  size  of  the  fish.  One  half-pounder 
perhaps  among  three  dozen  fish,  the  rest  averag¬ 
ing  7in.  to  8in.  One  day  I  met  a  member  of  the 
firm,  and  he  told  me  he  had  given  up  the  water. 
I  said  the  sport  was  not  remarkable  upon  it. 
“  Well,”  he  said,  “  if  it’s  trouting  you  want  I  cer¬ 
tainly  should  not  recommend  you  to  go  to  that 
river.”  Comment  is  needless. 

1  he  Sportsman's  Exhibition. — This  was  a  great 
disappointment  to  me.  There  were  only  five 
firms  showing  fishing  tackle,  and  the  hall  had  a 
most  desolate  appearance.  Messrs.  Enright,  of 
Castle  Connell,  were  plucky  to  come  over  to  exhibit, 
and  I  felt  sorry  indeed  that  they  had  not  a  more 
attractive  show  to  compete  in.  Their  rods  are 
certainly  remarkable  timber,  and  look  wonderful 
value  for  the  price.  I  was  especially  taken  with 
a  little  10ft.  6in.  Castle  Connell  action  trout  rod, 
in  two  pieces,  spliced  with  two  tops,  price  fifteen 
shillings.  It  would  have  been  a  great  attraction 
if  there  had  been  as  how  of  fly-dressers’  poultry. 
Holland,  of  Salisbury,  had  a  capital  show  of  flies, 
and  that  brings  me  to  the  subject  of 

Eyecl-Hoohs. — I  am  sure  your  correspondent, 
Fraser  Sandeman,  must  be  a  wet-fly  man, 
or  he  would  not  be  so  severe  on  eyed  hooks. 
I  know  no  one  who  has  a  good  word  for  eyed- 
hooks  for  sunk-fly  fishing;  but  for  the  dry-fly 
method  the  eyed-hook  has  so  many  advantages 
that  it  is  to  my  mind  far  and  away  superior  to  the 
gut  hcok. 

Illustrated  Boohs  of  Flies. — Your  correspondent, 
“  Zulu,”  does  not  indicate  for  what  class  of  fish¬ 
ing  he  requires  coloured  plates  of  flies.  There  is 
Francis  Francis’  “  Book  of  Angling,”  then  Hal¬ 
ford’s  “  Floating  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them,” 
Pritt’s  “North  Country  Flies,”  Ronald’s  “Fly- 
fisher’s  Entomology,”  David  Foster’s  “  Scientific 
Angler,”  and  a  host  of  others  contain  coloured 
plates  of  trout  and  grayling  flies  with  more  or  less 
skill.— Yours,  &c.,  Val  Conson. 


FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Str,— Some  one  I  see  wants  a  try  at  Cum. 
berland.  If  he  writes  to  Mr.  Rigg,  landlord  of 
King’s  Head  Hotel,  Appleby,  Westmoreland,  he 
will  get  terms  as  to  lodgings,  and  I  think  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  leave  to  fish  in  the 
river  Eden  and  Eamont.  These  waters  belong  to 
Lord  llothfield,  whose  agent,  R  B  Barrett,  Esq., 
of  Skipton  Castle,  would,  I  doubt  not,  give  any 
gentleman  a  few  days  permission  if  he  were 
asked.  J.  H.  R. 


A  PIKE  DESTROYER  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — An  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  rid  a 
lake  of  pike  by  any  or  every  available  means. 
Can  you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ,  tell 
me  the  best  method  of  using  dynamite  for  such  a 
purpose  ?  If  so,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to 
you. — I  am.  yours  very  truly,  J.  L.  Armistead. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 
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A  HOLIDAY  IN  KERRY.— AN  INVITATION 
TO  FISHERMEN. 

Sik, — Two  clerics  from  London  intend  to  spend 
their  vacation  this  year  trout  fishing  in  Kerry,  and 
-would  wish  to  hear  of  two  gentlemen  who  would  join 
them  and  so  make  up  a  party  of  four.  They  expect 
to  be  in  Kerry  for  three  or  four  weeks  from  the 
middle  of  June,  and  as  the  lakes  and  rivers  are 
very  numerous,  they  look  forward  with  pleasant 
anticipations  to  good  sport  with  lake,  sea,  and 
brown  trout.  As  many  of  these  lakes  are  at  a 
distance  of  thirty  miles  or  more  from  any  rail¬ 
way  station,  and  travelling  by  car  too  expensive, 
they  intend  taking  “safeties,”  by  which  to  get  at 


a  rapid  rate  from  place  to  place.  If  gentlemen 
would  wish  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  sea  (with  excellent  trout 
fishing),  and  care  to  study  the  native  Milesian  in 
his  homes  and  haunts,  and  at  his  best  and 
worst,  by  writing  to  the  undersigned,  they  may 
obtain  more  particulars  as  to  route  and  cost. 

Each  gentleman  would  bear  his  own  expenses. 
— I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  T.  N.  Dunscombk, 

Manor  Park,  Essex. 


Perch  Spawn. — Should  now  be  ordered  nt  once.  Hatches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  appiratus  rtquiied.  Printed 
instructions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  p  >stage.-  J.  J.  Armistead, 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 


ONE  PENNY.  SPECIMEN  liD.  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

USeautifut  <¥(ou)er4 
Profitable  *ffarden6 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Scjccfs-L— "  Being  s.  constant  reader,  I  mnst  say 
tint  my  suec  ss  is  eutireiy  due  to  the  informat.on  you  give 
every  week.” — W.  B. 

Coloured  Pia’e  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Alders ?ate- street,  e.O. 


Geo.  CORDING’S 


Ventilated  Fishing  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES.  BAGS,  &c 


-fTTTTTT' 


125,  UttIT  ST,  231,  STRAND 


S.  ALLCOCK  Sc  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Hiohest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


ADVANTAGES. 

1  —The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2.— It  can  he  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hilches. 

3—  Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4.— In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  hack,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5 —  When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  p'ace,  at  the  hand  end. 

6—  The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 
mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 
Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you,  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Offices  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 


Est.  1818. 

'  Ten  Prize  Medals 


HEERING’S 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1881 


ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETEK  F.  HEERING, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Eoyal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  ol  Wales 

Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 

As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  “  Fishing  Gazette. and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad . 

Fie. I, 


Ftc.2. 


Figure  1  shows  how  Spring  of  our  “  Flexible  Grip*'  Beds  is  carried  c’own  to  Reel. 

Figure  2  Bhows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 

General  Catalogue,  G8  pages,  Illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containing  fishery  map  of  Irelan 
specially  drawn  for  the  work,  by  J.  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  post-free,  8d.  Samples  of  Ulster  Silk  Lines,  pcB 
free.  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND . 

JOS.  BKADDELL  &  SOW,  21,  Cautlo  Placo,  BELFAST. 


THE  EDINBURGH  FISHING  TACKLE  WAREHOUSE. 

Agent  for  Redpath  &  Co.'s  Gold  Medal 

Salmon,  Grilse  and  Trout  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies, 
Baits,  Tackles,  for  all  paits  of  the  world. 

Specialities  fox*  Scotch  Lochs  and  Rivers. 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL — 

J.  T.  THOMPSON,  15,  Frederick  St.,  Edinburgh, 

SCOTCH- TWEEDS, 

ALU  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear;  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets,  &c. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE.  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Lakgiiaugh  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID. 


W.  H.  THOMAS, 

PRACTICAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St„  MAIDSTONE, 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  W.  II.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  Tweeds. 

Mr.  W.  II.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MAY  2,  1891. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


“  Fish  as  Scavengers  ”  is  the  title  of  the  lecture, 
mentioned  in  these  notes  last  week,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  in  Manchester  on  Monday,  May  4,  to  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Northern  Anglers’ 
Association.  Mr.  Charles  Estcourt,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
has  kindly  consented  to  give  the  lecture,  aud  Mr. 
Abel  Hey  wood,  junr.,  will  preside.  All  ratepayers 
in  Manchester  gratefully  remember  the  great 
service  rendered  by  the  lecturer  iu  improving  the 
condition  of  the  corporation  reservoirs  aud  re¬ 
moving  the  causes  of  complaints  arising  from  the 
scarcity  of  game  fish.  Anglers  especially  may 
expect  an  intellectual  treat,  and  no  doubt  will 
turn  up  in  large  numbers. 

Last  Monday  the  Council  of  the  Manchester  Centre  of 
the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  held  a  meeting  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  various  questions  now  occupying  their  attention. 
Progress  was  reported  in  the  matter  of  anglers'  tickets  and 
Ashing  in  corporation  waters.  After  more  discussion  on 
items  not  yet  public  property,  the  council  adjourned  until 
June  3. 


TnE  delegates  of  the  various  districts  of  the  Amalga¬ 
mated  Anglers  are  announced  to  meet  at  Farmouth  near 
Bolton,  on  May  9.  If  report  is  correct,  there  is  likely  to  be 
plenty  of  business,  some  of  which  promises  to  be  lively.  It 
is  refreshing  to  learn  that  they  have  something  else  on 
hand,  besides  the  good  things  generally  provided  on  these 
festive  occasions.  If  angling  questions  in  Lancashire  are 
to  be  in  any  way  pushed  forward  greater  activity  and 
unanimity  of  associations  must  exist. 


Yet  another  club,  this  time  in  S  ilford.  Anglers  in  this 
borough  claim  to  have  “the  oldest  society  in  Great 
Britain  ’  located  in  their  midst.  Claims  to  antiquity  are 
easily  made,  but  not  so  easily  established.  It  would,  how¬ 
ever,  be  interesting  to  know  which  is  really  the  oldest 
angling  society  in  Great  Britain.  The  new  club  is  christened 
the  “Pendleton  Union  Anglers,”  and  starts  its  career  vrith 
a  €10  competition  for  prizes.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  set  other  clubs  a  good  example  in  awarding  the  prizes 
for  the  capture  of  specimen  fish  only. 


Local  club3  ju3t  at  present  seem  to  be  very  quiet,  and 
nothing  of  an  interesting  nature  is  reported.  Probably 
this  is  accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  many  of  the  clubs  con¬ 
fine  their  operations  to  coarse  fishing,  which  will  of  neces¬ 
sity  during  the  existing  close  season  keep  them  from  active 
participation  in  their  favourite  line  of  sport.  With  the 
arrival  of  Whitsuntide,  which  is  the  popular  holiday  of 
the  year  in  Lancashire,  will  commence  a  grand  exodus  of 
anglers  to  every  available  resort.  Already  the  familiar 
enquiry,  “What  about  Whit  week?”  meets  you  at  every 
point,  and  judging  from  the  various  replies  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say  what  locality  is  not  selected  for  a  visitfrom  a 
party  of  anglers.  Owing  to  the  length  of  the  holidays  dis¬ 
tance  creates  no  obstacle,  and  we  hear  of  trips  the  railway 
journey  alone  lasting  an  entire  day. 


With  the  genial  weather  of  the  past  few  days  prospects 
are  brightening.  From  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciitheroe 
reports  come  of  good  catches  of  trout,  both  as  to  number 
and  condition,  in  fact  the  best  report  to  hand  of  con¬ 
dition  comes  from  this  district.  What  is  mostly  wanted  is 
a  good  fall  of  warm  rain,  and  then  the  angler  will  find 
himself  well  rewarded  for  visiting  our  local  waters.  Such 
is  the  condition  of  many  streams  in  respect  to  the  quantity 
of  water,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  fish  to  move  freely 
about,  and  many  coarse  fish  are  reported  unable  to  reach 
favourable  ground  for  spawning. 


Reports  are  again  to  hand  of  unsportsmanlike  conduct 
by  Lancashire  anglers,  and  this  time  not  the  despised 
bottom  fisher.  What  can  be  more  contemptible  than  to 
hear  of  the  landing  net  being  used  to  take  trout  from  pools 
left  by  the  stream  as  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  it  has 
gradually  fallen  to  a  very  low  level,  and  yet  such  a  line 
of  conduct  has  been  followed  by  those  who  ought  to  set  a 
better  example.  When  shall  wo  cease  to  hear  of  these 
abuses  of  concessions  granted  by  owners  of  fishing  rights  ? 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


There  was  just  a  true  touch  of  spring  on  Sun¬ 
day  ;  the  wind  suddenly  chopped  round  into  the 
south-west,  and  numerous  anglers,  who  sauntered 
round  the  river  between,  the  two  bridges  in  the 
morniog,  were  delighted  to  see  the  fish  rising 
freely  at  the  artificials  in  the  eddies  and  currents. 
Since  then,  however,  the  weather  generally  has 
been  very  unsettled,  and  there  was  a  slight  down¬ 
fall  of  rain  on  Wednesday.  Salmon  anglers  have  not 
neglected  the  reaches  at  either  Shardlow  or  King’s  Mills, 
and  notwithstanding  lowering  clouds  and  adverse  winds, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  one  or  two 
splendid  fish.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Capenhurst,  of  Derby, 
worked  “  mighty  hard  ”  in  the  runs  below  the  ferry,  and  as 
a  last  resource  jogged  down  to  the  Long  Swim  at  Shardlow. 
This  had  been  well  fished  during  the  day  by  Messrs. 
Lowater  and  Snowden  of  our  town,  but  although  they  had 
observed  occasional  fish  on  the  move,  they  had  not  been 
able  to  stir  one.  Train  time  was  drawing  nigh,  and  scarcely 
had  friend  Capenhurst  settled  down  with  his  favourite 
Devon  than  dowm  goes  the  end  of  his  rod,  and  his  tackle  is 
fast  in  the  jaws  of  a  lordly  ferox,  which  fought  like  a 
demon.  Patience  and  skill,  howmver,  finally  triumphed, 
and  on  the  fish  being  placed  in  the  railway  scale  at  Weston 
Station,  it  was  found  to  pull  down  the  beam  at  251b.  Friend 
Snowden  proved  a  competent  and  successful  “gaffer,”  and 
on  the  following  day  friend  Lowater  had  the  pleasure  of 
hooking  and  running  a  fish  of  101b.  Others  were  seen,  and, 
in  due  course,  will  doubtless  succumb.  The  water  is  all 
right  as  regards  colour  and  height,  and  all  that  is  required 
to  ensure  greater  success  is  warm  weather,  No  news  is  to 


hand  from  any  of  the  lower  sections  of  the  river,  and  it  is 
tolerably  certain  the  great  bulk  of  the  fish  have  worked 
upwards. 


1  rout  fishing  on  the  Greet  opened  yesterday  (Friday), 
t  he  nver,  which  is  not  very  wide,  flows  through  the  lower 
side  of  bouthwell  on  its  way  to  the  Trent  at  Fiskerton.  Fly 
only  is  allowed.  The  water  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  and 
what  is  more,  is  strictly  looked  after  by  a  resident  keeper, 
it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  few  gentlemen,  who  pay  a  heavy 
premium  per  rod.  _ 


I  HE  members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
society  held  their  sixteenth  annual  business  meeting  at 
their  headquarters,  the  Wellington  Hotel,  on  the  evening 
of  the  23rd  April.  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  president,  had 
been  expected  to  preside,  but  a  note  was  read  from  him 
regrettmg  his  inability  to  attend  through  a  bronchial 
atta,ck.  In  his  absence,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  one  of  the  vice- 
chairmen,  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  a  capital  chair¬ 
man  he  made.  All  local  anglers  know  that  Mr.  Wood  is  a 
thoroughgoing  sportsman,  and  during  the  proceedings  he 
made  some  highly  pertinent  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
higher  art  of  fly-fishing.  However,  he  announced  his 
intention  to  give  a  prize  to  be  fished  for  by  the  fly-fishers 
of  the  society  during  the  forthcoming  season.  There  was 
a  very  full  muster  of  members  in  attendance,  and  at  the 
outset  the  ever-industrious  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  H.  Spray,  sub¬ 
mitted  the  yearly  report,  which  stated  that  the  committee 
had  again  the  pleasure  to  announce  that  the  society  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  satisfactory  progress,  and  that  during  the 
year  several  influential  gentlemen  had  become  members 
of  it.  The  membership,  in  fact,  was  now  larger  than  it 
had  ever  been.  There  had  been  a  few  resignations,  and 
the  committee  deeply  deplored  the  loss,  through  death,  of 
Mr.  F.  Smedley,  one  of  the  oldest  members.  At  the  general 
meeting  held  last  April,  the  committee  reported  several 
changes  that  had  been  made  for  the  better  governing  of 
the  society,  viz.,  the  discontinuation  of  giving  money 
prizes,  and  the  renting  of  a  private  room.  They  had  now 
much  pleasure  in  confirming  that  course  of  action.  The 
change  had  given  the  society  a  far  higher  social  standing, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  inducing  some  of  the  most 
skilful  and,  well-to-do  anglers  in  the  district  to  join  it.  The 
question  of  river  pollution  had  not  ceased  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  special  committee.  They  had  held  several 
important  meetings  during  the  year,  and  had  been  in  fre¬ 
quent  communication  with  the  district  -county  council, 
who  had  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  thoroughly 
into  the  evils  complained  of.  A  subject  which  had  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  committee  of  the  society  during 
the  last  few  months,  and  which  tbey  believed  would  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  the  whole  of  the  members,  was  the  greater 
encouragement  of  fly-fishing.  With  that  object  in  view 
they  had  decided  to  offer  special  prizes  for  competition. 
The  winter  season  had  not  been  a  very  successful  one  for 
the  members,  a  result  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  marked 
severity  of  the  weather.  There  were  thi"ty-9ve  specimen 
fish  weighed  in,  and  fifteen  of  these  were  eligible  for  prizes. 
Some  members  were  out  of  benefit  through  their  own 
carelessness.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  urged  mem¬ 
bers  to  show  up  more  frequently  at  the  weekly  meetings. 
They  had  their  own  beautiful  room,  in  which  every  com¬ 
fort  was  provided,  and  they  sincerely  trusted  it  would  be 
more  often  used.  (Applause.)  Mr.  H.  Coxon  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  which  he  stated  was  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  one.  Mr.  T.  H.  Baker  seconded  tbe  adoption,  and 
after  the  motion  had  been  carried,  Mr.  T.  Essex  (hon. 
treasurer)  introduced  the  financial  statement.  The  receipts 
of  the  financial  winter  club  amounted  to  €55  15s.  2d.,  and 
the  expenditure  to  €15  5s.  9d.,  so  that  the  society  had  a 
balance  in  hand  of  something  like  €40.  Still,  out  of  this 
there  was  the  rent  of  the  club-room  to  pay,  and  the  cost  of 
the  ensuing  annual  banquet.  The  financial  statement 
was  passed,  and  as  Mr.  Essex  desired  to  resign  his  post  it, 
was  unanimously  conferred  upon  Mr.  E.  Horton.  Mr.  W. 
Gaskell  was  unanimously  re-elected  the  hon.  sec.,  and  the 
following  were  appointed  on  the  committee— viz.,  Messrs. 
Tacker,  Marshall,  Essex,  Whitehall,  F.  Baker,  and  E. 
West.  The  customary  votes’of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
officers  of  the  society  for  services  rendered  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  and  the  chairman  acknowledging  tbe  com¬ 
pliment,  said  he  was  delighted  to  hear  from  the  committee 
that  they  intended  to  encourage  fly-fishing.  The  sugges¬ 
tion  of  encouragement  was  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Shrubsole, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  when  that  gentleman  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  society,  and  he  was  happy  to  think  it  had 
borne  fruit.  Two  important  prizes  would  be  given  for 
competition,  and  for  his  own  part  he  would  add  a  third. 
The  rules  of  fishing  would,  he)  presumed,  be  left,  as  in  the 
other  classes,  to  the  committee.  The  society  had  now  a 
large  number  of  fly-fishers,  aud  what  was  nicer  than  to  be 
able  to  throw  a  fly  properly  ?  The  sport  was  a  delightful 
sport,  and  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  encouraged.  He 
regretted  that  during  the  past  winter  season  his  silver 
cup,  for  the  best  twelve  specimen  roach  above  lib.  each, 
to  be  caught  in  his  own  waters,  had  not  been  won.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  cup  ornament  their  club-room  any 
longer.  (A  laugh.)  The  feat  of  winning  it  was  not  a  very 
big  one,  and  he  wanted  it  to  be  won  so  that  he  might 
possibly,  some  day,  call  upon  the  winner  and  “sup ’’out 
of  it.  (Laughter.)  The  proceedings  then  terminated. 

With  regard  to  the  lines  of  the  proposed  fly-fishing 
competition,  I  might  state  that  it  is  the  intention  of  tbe 
committee  to  limit  it  during  the  summer  months  to  dace, 
roach,  chub,  and  trout.  As  vet  no  date  has  been  fixed 
for  the  holding  of  the  annual  banquet,  but  it  is  pretty  cer¬ 
tain  to  come  off  during  May.  In  the  meantime  a  strong 
effort  is  being  made  to  induce  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New¬ 
castle  to  preside.  His  grace  is  very  fond  of  angling,  and 
it  is  a  great  treat  to  have  a  day  amongst  the  mammoth 
pike  in  his  private  lake  at  Clumber  Park. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  April  23,  a  special 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  Birmingham,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  proposed  new  bye-law  of 
the  president  respecting  the  issuing  of  the  travel¬ 
ling  cards,  and  also  to  see  what  could  be  done  to 


provide  decent  fishing  for  the  members  of  societies 
who  do  not  rent  water,  and  also,  if  possible,  in¬ 
troduce  a  scale  of  sizes  for  fish  to  be  retained  by 
the  members.  The  meeting  was  well  attended, 
only  about  five  societies  failing  to  send  delegates. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied 
the  vice-chair.  The  president,  in  opening  the  meeting, 
spoke  to  some  length  upon  the  business  to  bo  transacted, 
the  chief  portions  of  which  were  respecting  the  future 
issuing  of  the  association  travelling  cards,  and  to,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  secure  water  to  the  members  of  the  association  who 
are  now  for  the  most  part  dependent  on  more  or  less  un¬ 
productive  canals  and  reservoirs,  and  also  to  encourage  by 
legislation  the  sportsmanlike  feeling  of  taking  only  fish  of 
a  size  beyond  a  fixed  limit,  rejecting  fry.  The  issuing  of 
the  travelling  cards  by  the  secretary  in  the  past  showed 
that  agreat  quantity  were  issued  that  were  never  account  ed 
for  or  paid  upon  by  the  branch  secretaries,  and,  in  order  to 
remedy  this  evil,  the  following  new  rule  was  brought 
forward  by  the  president,  and  after  a  very  little  discussion 
was  carried  unanimously  That  all  branch  societies  shall 
be  required  in  paying  their  half-yearly  subscriptions  to  pay 
on  the  number  of  travelling  cards  issued  and  retained  by 
them.  Any  branch  may  return  unused  travelling  cards 
and  stamps  on  or  before  the  date  specified  for  tbe  payment 
of  their  subscriptions,  which  shall  not  be  charged  for.  Any 
branch  may  have  additional  cards  and  stamps  from  time 
to  time,  which  shall  be  carried  forward  and  paid  upon  with 
other  cards  and;  stamps  the  said  branch  may  have  in 
their  possession  at  the  subsequent  half-yearly  meetings. 
After  the  passing  of  this  resolution  a  long  discussion  ensued 
respecting  the  standard  sizes  of  fish  to  be  retained,  and  it 
was  decided  by  a  large  majority  not  to  adopt  a  standard 
at  present,  but  to  let  the  matter  remain  open  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  use  their  own  opinion  as  to  what  fish  should  be  re¬ 
tained,  and  to  give  the  members  credit  for  a  sportsmanlike 
feeling  in  returning  small  fish  to  the  water  again.  This 
important  question  of  providing  fishing  grounds  for  mem¬ 
bers  who  belonged  to  clubs  who  do  not  rent  water  and  are 
dependent  upon  canals,  &c.,  was  next  taken,  when  after 
a  prolonged  discussion  the  chairman  proposed  tbe  follow¬ 
ing  resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Gumbling: — 
That  this  association,  in  view  of  the  present  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  fishing  grounds  in  the  Midlands,  deem  it 
necessary  that  some  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  improve 
the  same.  In  furtherance  of  the  same  a  water  committee 
be  appointed,  inclusive  of  the  president  and  secretary,  wl  o 
shall  be  empowered  to  negotiate  with  canal  companies  and 
other  public  bodies  with  the  following  objects — first,  to 
prevent  illegal  netting  by  boatmen  and  others  ;  second,  to 
re-stock  certain  waters  that  are  at  present  unproductive, 
and  to  exercise  such  means  in  improving  Midland  fishing 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  members  of 
the  association,  and  to  use  such  funds  as  may  be  necessary 
in  the  fulfilment  of  the  same.  The  resolution  upon  being 
ut  to  the  meeting  was  unanimously  carried.  This  ex- 
austed  the  business  down  on  the  agenda,  when  the  meet¬ 
ing  broke  up,  one  and  all  of  the  delegates  being  pleased 
with  the  business  transacted. 


The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Birmingham  and  Dis¬ 
trict  United  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birmingham,  on  Monday 
evening  last.  The  large  room  was  used  for  the  purpose, 
and  was  set  off  to  the  best  advantage  by  Host  Thurstan, 
the  tables  being  decorated  with  a  choice  selection  of  hot¬ 
house  flowers  of  every  description,  which  presented  a 
very  charming  appearance.  Invitations  were  sent  out 
to  the  whole  of  the  association  delegates,  and  to  some  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  provincial  association,  but 
owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances  none  of  the  latter 
were  able  to  be  present,  and  letters  of  apology  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  read  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall,  of  Bristol ;  Mr. 
R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester;  and  Messrs.  Murphy,  Paxton, 
and  Pearson,  the  Midland  and  Great  Western  Railway 
superintendents,  of  Birmingham.  The  latter  gentlemen 
were  detained  through  their  business  engagements.  The 
dinner  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  was  served  up  in 
first-class  style  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  us  all.  After 
the  cloth  was  drawn  the  committee  held  a  consultation 
respecting  the  toast  fist,  as  the  non-attendance  of  several 
gentlemen  had  upset  nearly  the  whole  of  this  portion  of 
the  committee’s  arrangements,  and  it  was  decided  to  re¬ 
arrange  the  list  and  amalgamate  some  of  the  toasts 
together,  so  that  the  list  could  be  got  through  as  speedily 
as  possible  and  get  on  with  the  harmony.  This  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  the  ball 
was  set  rolling.  Mr.  F.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Danco 
faced  him  in  the  vice-chair.  The  usual  loyal  toast  of 
“The  Queen”  was  given  by  the  chairman,  which  was 
followed  by  the  toast  of  “  The  Provincial  and  Birmingham 
Association  ”  by  the  vice-chairman,  and  responded  to  by 
the  chairman.  Next  followed  a  song,  when  the  toast  of 
“  The  Railway  Companies  ”  was  given  by  Mr.  C.  White. 
Another  song,  and  then  the  vice-president  in  a  few  words 
gave  the  toast  of  “The  Press,”  which  was  responded  toby 
Mr.  Botwood,  who  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  presented 
the  association  with  a  large  framed  carte-de-visite  of  Mr. 
Coles,  the  president,  which  Mr.  Coles  in  a  few  chosen 
words  acknowledged  on  behalf  of  the  association.  The 
next  toast  was  “Success  to  the  Kindred  Societies,”  which 
was  given  by  Mr.  Gumbley  and  responded  to  by  Mr. 
H.  Miller,  the  secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  Another  song  followed,  when  the 
“Host  and  Hostess ’’were  toasted  with  musical  honours, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Thurstan,  the  genial  host.  This 
finished  up  the  greater  part  of  the  toasts,  when  harmony 
reigned  supreme,  the  talent  being  excellent.  The  songs 
were  one  and  all  rendered  in  first-class  style.  The  chief 
artists  were— Messrs.  J.  II.  Cruise,  II.  Gamwell,  Hylton, 
Berry,  Yardley,  and  Master  Thomas.  Professor  Thomas 
presided  at  the  piano,  and  worked  with  a  will,  which 
charmed  all  present.  The  last  toast  of  the  evening  was 
“  The  Health  of  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  and  White,”  which 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Coles,  when  “  Auld  Lang  Syne  ” 
brought  the  programme  to  a  close. 


ANGLING  NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND 
DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

The  lowering  days  of  the  past  week  have  been 
eminently  suitable  for  good  catches,  and  the  heart 
of  tho  Waltonians  in  and  around  “Ye  Antient 
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Cittie  ”  have  beat  high,  notwithstanding  the  cold 
winds.  The  weather — according  to  all  accounts — 
has  been  favourable  for  trout  fishing,  and  al¬ 
though  the  eager  angler  may,  in  a  good  many 
cases,  have  had  to  patiently  wait  without  re¬ 
ceiving  even  a  nibble  from  the  chary  fish,  his 
efforts  have  generally  been  rewarded  with  the 
wished  for  success.  In  this  season  of  the  year, 
trouting  men  are  plagued  by  samlets,  and  it  is  not 
infrequent  that  their  subtle  consciences — suppos¬ 
ing  that  anglers  have  consciences  ! — are  sorely 
tried,  in  the  somewhat  irresistible  desire  to 
appropriate  the  “  catch  ’’  which  good  luck  has 
placed  in  their  way. 


Anglers  in  the  Ouse  have  not  been  so  busy  as  may  be, 
and  the  Foss  has  been  tried  by  only  a  few  fishermen.  The 
latter  river,  however,  is  in  a  sorry  condition,  several 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  water  declaring,  with  a 
vehemence  that  forces  home  conviction,  that  they  “  can 
catch  nothing  but  mud.”  This,  of  course,  is  an  exaggeration 
of  the  true  condition  of  affairs  ;  hut  the  rural  authorities 
who  have  the  supervision  of  the  river  should  certainly 
take  some  steps  in  the  matter,  and  the  land-owners  through 
whose  estates  the  stream  flows  should  he  prevailed  upon 
to  exercise  certain  care  over  the  waters. 


The  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  are  exercis¬ 
ing  inordinate  vigilance  in  the  matter  of  taking  immature 
fish.  The  deliberations  of  the  committee,  which  met  at 
York  on  Tuesday,  had  more  particular  reference  to  sea 
fisheries ;  but  the  question  of  the  destruction  of  river  fish 
was  brought  under  discussion,  and  they  determined  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Although  the  question  is  a  vexed  one— more  especially  now 
that  the  grilse  are  returning  to  the  fresh  water— the  great 
damage  is  not  done  with  the  rod  and  line,  but  is  more 
directly  effected  by  the  adoption  of  the  many  nefarious 
practices  unhappily  the  too-common  resort  of  sinister 
fishermen.  Numerous  complaints  have  been  made  of  the 
wanton  destruction  of  parr  in  the  waters  of  the  York 
district,  and  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  have  issued  a 
notice  cautioning  anglers  against  killing  young  fish  of  the 
salmonidce  species.  Every  true  sportsman  will  rejoice  to 
see  that  stringent  measures  have  been  taken,  and  will 
heartily  support  the  authorities  in  their  well-directed 
endeavours  to  suppress  all  malpractices.  The  salmon  fish¬ 
ing  in  the  Ouse  has  of  late  been  materially  deteriorated, 
and  while  some  blame  the  contamination  of  the  river  by 
the  excretion  of  surface-water  from  the  woollen-dyeing 
establishments  in  the  West  Riding  ;  others  attribute  the 
increased  mortality  amongst  the  salmon  to  the  introduction 
of  abasic  cinder  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  contributing 
streams.  _ _ 


Angling  in  the  Swale  has  been  carried  on  under  most 
propitious  circumstances,  and  the  local  devotees  of  the 
“gentle  art”  have  finished  the  week  well.  Fishing  with  a 
new  fly  of  his  own  manufacture,  a  gentleman  in  the  district 
caught  over  forty  fine  trout  in  a  couple  of  hours.  Several 
nice  panniers  have  been  taken  between  Gainton  Bridge 
and  Cogden  Hall,  and  the  good  character  of  the  sport  has 
attracted  several  well-known  anglers  to  the  spot. 

[  Where  was  that  basket  of  forty  trout  taken  in  two  hours  ? 
What  did  the  forty  weigh  ?— Ed.] 


Eqjarts  from  Cluiis 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  x or  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  May  4,  at  8.30.  Special  Notice.— Secretaries  of 
societies  will  oblige  by  forwarding  to  me  at  once  any 
alterations  as  to  the  nights  of  meeting,  removal  from  club¬ 
house,  or  change  of  secretary,  as  our  guide  books  for 
1891-92  will  be  shortly  printed.  Also  all  new  societies  that 
have  been  enrolled  since  April,  1890,  will  oblige  me  by 
forwarding  full  particulars  as  to  name  of  secretary  and 
club-house,  and  night  of  meeting.— R.  Ghurney,  sec., 
118,  Murray-street,  New  North-road,  Hoxton,  N. 

Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  No.  2.— All 
secretaries  and  members  of  clubs  in  the  above  district  are 
respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  return  visit  that  will 
take  place  at  the  Barbican  Angling  Club,  on  Monday,  May 
4,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  one  of  the  right  sort  of 
landlords  a  house-warming.  .He  says  that  on  that  occaion 
he  shall  have  a  special  blend  of  Scotch  on— the  finest  yet 
produced.  T  live  in  hopes.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Association,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwcll-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  10s.,  annual  subscrip¬ 
tion  from  G.  H.  Field,  South  London  Angling  Society; 
£2  18s.  from  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society;  and  14s.,  Little 
Independent  Angling  Society,  the  contents  of  their  dona¬ 
tion  boxes.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening  next,  May  8,  at  8.30.  Important 
Notice.— I  beg  to  inform  those  secretaries  who  have  for¬ 
gotten  to  forward  their  remittances  for  members’  tickets 
for  the  expired  year,  that  the  audit  must  take  place  in  a 
few  days,  and  unless  cash  be  sent  at  once,  the  names  of  the 
secretaries  must  appear  on  the  defaulting  sidq  of  the 
balance  sheeet.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund.— A  grand  smoking  concert 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last  at  the  Pitt’s  Head,  Grange- 
road,  in  aid  of  the  above  fund,  which  I  am  very  pleased  to 
say  was  a  great  success.  The  following  gentlemen  amused 
the  company  during  the  evening  :  R.  Smith,  H.  Flower, 
W.  S.  Clarke,  Tucker,  Lawson,  Burton,  Fell,  O’Connor, 
Pocock,  Green ;  also  we  were  favoured  with  two  songs 
sung  very  nicely  by  Mrs.  J.  Smith.  During  the  even¬ 
ing  the  chairman  (Mr.  Field)  presented  Mr.  A.  Conn,  with 
a  handsome  timepiece,  testimonial  on  vellum,  and  a  purse 
of  gold,  subscribed  by  the  members  of  the  South  London 
United  and  friends,  for  past  services.  Mr.  Conn  in  a  nice 
little  speech,  returned  his  thanks  to  all- connected  with  the 
above  testimonial.— E.  Pyne,  sec.  Conn  Testimonial  Fund. 


Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  mem 
bers  met  on  April  27,  and  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  We  again  had  the  pleasure  of 
adding  another  working  member  (J.  Thompson)  to  our  list, 
and  several  other  applications  I  have  answered  as  to 
membership.  1  expect  we  shall  get  a  very  good  muster 
for  the  opening  season.  The  next  business  was  our  dele¬ 
gate  report,  which  was  a  very  good  report,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  J.  Moody  ;  and  after  other  ordinary 
club  business  was  got  through  the  books  were  closed  at 
10.30.  Mr.  E.  Clark,  our  old  and  esteemed  friend,  highly 
interested  our  brother  anglers,  friends,  host  and  hostess 
immensely  with  that  powerful  microscope,  showing  such 
wonderful  subjects  which  could  hardly  be  seen  with  the 
naked  eye,  and  explaining  the  same  to  great  satisfaction  up 
to  a  late  hour,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  unani¬ 
mously  passed  co  him  ;  and  the  same  gentleman  gave  the 
above  club  a  useful  prize,  to  be  fished  for  during  the  open¬ 
ing  season.  I  must  also  thank  Mr.  F.  Lines  for  one  guinea, 
the  prize  given  by  that  gentleman  for  1890.  I  hope  mem¬ 
bers  will  all  show  up  on  Monday,  May  4,  to  transact  im¬ 
portant  business. — Benjamin  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  V ere-street, 
Clare-market.— At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  present,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of 
the  Central  Association  opened  our  Thames  Angling  Pre¬ 
servation  box,  when  we  found  it  contained  seventeen 
shillings,  and  the  same  has  been  duly  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Brougham.  Mr.  W.  Wade  returned  thanks  on  jbehalf  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  I  wish  to  remind  members  and  friends  that 
our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Thursday,  May  14,  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen,  Esq.,!  presiding.  Tickets  to  be  had  at  the 
club-house,  tickets  three  shillings  each.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C.— The  season  just  closed  has 
been  somewhat  dull  as  regards  sport,  but  on  Wednesday, 
the  29th  ult.,  our  members  sat  down  to  a  peg-down  match, 
in  which  everyone  had  plenty  of  good  sport,  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themselves.  I  refer  to  our  thirty-seventh  annual 
supper,  which  was  a  great  success,  and  great  credit  is  due 
to  our  worthy  host  (Mr.  Haywood)  for  the  really  excellent 
manner  in  which  he  ministered  to  the  hungry  (and  thirsty) 
anglers  on  that  occasion.  After  the  cloth  was  removed 
harmony  reigned  supreme,  and  assisted  by  a  first-class 
pianist,  some  tuneful  melodies,  both  classical  and  comic, 
were  very  ably  rendered  by  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  :  Messrs.  Midson  and  Malby,  of  the  Dalston  Angling 
Society ;  Messrs.  Bailey,  Elderston,  Hill,  A  ble,  Hayward 
(host),  and  Harry  Fulbrook,  of  the  Carlyle  Club.  When 
time  was  called  everyone  left  well  pleased  with  the  night’s 
entertainment,  and  were  unanimous  in  wishing  the 
Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society  every  success  and 
future  prosperity.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  Wednesday  next.  May  6,  1891,  when  anglers  and 
friends  are  invited.  Donors  of  prizes  who  have  not  yet 
sent  them  in  will  oblige  by  doing  so  at  once.  We  are  open 
to  receive  new  members  for  the  forthcoming  season.— W. 
H.  Potter,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above 
was  held  on  Wednesday  night.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  Wednesday  so  that  I  can  give  an  estimate 
of  the  number  who  will  attend  the  annual  supper  on 
Wednesday,  May  13.  Any  member  holding  tickets  after 
that  day  will  be  considered  in  the  return  as  sold.  I  should 
feel  obliged  if  the  members  who  have  received  other 
notices  will  attend  or  send  a  reply.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Barbican  Angling  Club,  White  Bear,  St.  John-street, 
Smithfield,  E.C.— ' The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
District  Visiting  List  will  be  held  at  the  above  society,  on 
Monday,  May  4,  when  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of 
as  many  fellow-anglers  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend,  will  greatly  oblige.  We  have  an  opening  for  a  few 
more  working  members.— W.  Ryan,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.— A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  took  place  at  the 
above  club  on  April  28,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  was  a 
decided  success,  both  in  the  entertainment  and  attend¬ 
ance,  the  club  room  and  bar  being  crowded.  Members 
are  reminded  that  the  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  12.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars.— The  revision  committee 
sat  very  late  on  Wednesday  evening  in  order  to  complete 
their  labours.  It  is  hope  d  that  the  next  meeting  will  bring 
their  labours  to  a  close.  The  supper  will  be  the  next  and 
more  agreeable  business  to  discuss.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  are  reminded  that  they  must  “look 
quick”  if  they  want  a  parting  shot  at  the  “old  rules.”— 
G.  H.  Howard,  hon,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  May  13.  All  members  are  particularly  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  the  6th,  to  arrange 
affairs.  All  subscriptions  are  now  due.  The  Little  Inde¬ 
pendent  Angling  Society  paid  us  a  visit  on  Wednesday 
last,  and  presented  us  with  throe  handsome  prizes.-  J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W.— The  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
fished  for  on  March  8  took  place  at  the  club-house,  Grove 
Tavern,  Beauchamp-place,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  proved 
quite  a  success.  Host  Fincham  supplied  a  substantial 
spread,  to  w'hich  ample  justice  was  done.  The  cloth  hav¬ 
ing  been  cleared,  the  secretary,  Mr.  Roach,  announced  the 
names  of  the  prize-winners— Mr.  E.  Briggs,  first;  Mr. 
Roach,  second ;  Mr.  Moore,  third.  The  chairman  for  the 
evening,  Mr.  Lloyd,  sen.,  who  was  faced  by  Mr.  Ducker  in 
the  vice-chair,  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to 
the  Brompton  Angling  Society,  ”  and  said  he  was  pleased 
to  see  so  many  friendly  faces  with  him  on  such  an  occasion. 
Mr.  Percy  Brown  kindly  presided  at  the  piano,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  also  contributed  to  the  evening's 
amusement  with  songs  and  recitations— Mr.  Cecil,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Heaton,  Mr.  Thaine,  Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Brooker,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Mr.  St. 
George.  “  The  Health  of  the  Visitors  and  Host  Fincham  ” 
was  proposed  and  suitably  responded  to,  and  thus  brought 
a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town. — Members  are  reminded  that  Wed¬ 
nesday  next,  May  6,  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to 
see  all  members  present,  as  we  have  some  very  important 
business  to  bring  forward.  On  May  3  our  first  break 
outing  takes  place,  when  we  go  to  Eton  Wick.  Start  at 
eight  o’clock  sharp.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Central  Association.— The  next  delegate  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday,  May  4,  at  8.30  p.m.  Urgent  matters 
of  importance  will  be  introduced,  and  delegates  are  re¬ 
quested  to  be  present, 


Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  Thursday 
evening  last  we  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Brougham,  oi 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  who  kindly 
opened  our  donation  box  of  that  society,  when  it  was 
found  to  contain  a  little  over  thirteen  shillings.  We  have 
decided  to  hold  our  seventeenth  annual  dinner  on  J.  nurs- 
day.  May  28,  when  it  is  hoped  we  shall  have  a  good  mus¬ 
ter.  The  tickets  will  be  2s.  fld.  each.  I  shall  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  prize  donors  will  kindly  let  me  hav  e  their  prizes 
as  early  as  possible ;  also  will  members  in  arrear  kindly 
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Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 

W.— At  the  special  general  meeting,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Smith  was  duly  elected  secretary  in  the  place  ot  the  late 
Mr.  Camm;also  Mr.  Twyman  was  elected  chairman  for  the 
ensuing  three  months,  and  likewise  delegate  to  the 
Anglers’  Association.  It  is  specially  requested  that  all 
members  will  attend  and  get  clear  of  the  books,  so  that 
arrangements  for  the  annual  supper  can  take  place  without 
any  further  delay.— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 
street,  City-road.— On  Monday  next.  May  4,  we  have  a 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  United  A  lsiting  List, 
when  we  will  be  pleased  to  welcome  brother  anglers  and 
friends,  hoping  to  have  a  good  full  room.— P.  Juchan. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  the  28th  ult.,  it  was 
decided  that  the  annual  dinner  should  take  place  on  1  ues- 
day,  the  26th  of  May,  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  on 
June  2.  Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  please  tor- 
ward  as  soon  as  possible.  Tickets  for  the  dinner  will  be 
ready  by  May  12.  In  my  last  report,  Mr.  Pearsome  should 
have  read  Parram.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  Tuesday  next  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope 
all  members  will  attend  and  clear  the  books.  Honor¬ 
ary  members’,  annual  contributions  also  become  due  on 
that  night.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern 
district  will  take  place  at  the  above  club  ;  the  date  will  be 
given  next  week.— G.  F.  Weaver,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
N.— I  beg  to  remind  members  that  our  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  May  4,  when  I  hope 
they  will  be  all  in  on  or  before  the  above  date.  Also  that 
a  smoking  concert  takes  place  on  Saturday  for  the  benefit 
of  Mrs.  Lake,  widow  of  our  late  member.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queens 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— If  any  member  wants  a 
supper  ticket  they  are  three  shillings  each,  and  can  bo  had 
from  Mr.  Galloway  or  myself.  I  shall  also  be  glad  to  receive 
prizes  given  by  donors.— Snap.  „ 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose, 
Popham-road.— The  annual  supper  takes  place  on  1  hurs- 
day,  May  7,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  good  muster,  as  we  shall 
have  a  very  good  spread,  and  any  friend  wishing  to  join 
us  can  do  so.  Tickets  are  ready,  2s.  6d.  each.— J.  H. 
Herbert  see* 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Next  meeting  night 
(May  6)  being  quarterly  night,  and  the  end  of  our  financial 
year,  the  secretary  would  feel  obliged  if  the  members  in 
arrears  would  attend  and  clear  the  books  to  enable  him  to 
prepare  the  annual  statement  as  early  as  possible.  Are 
fish  becoming  scarce  in  public  waters  ;  if  so,  what  is  the 
cause  and  remedy?”  A  discussion  on  this  subject  will 
take  place  at  the  meeting-house  of  this  society  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  13;  Mr.  F.  Heap,  the  president,  will  open  the 
discussion.  Any  angling  friend  interested  in  this  subject 
would  be  welcome.— H.  B.  ,  ,  _  ,  ,  , 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— W e  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when,  after  a  new  member  had 
been  proposed,  we  made  the  final  arrangements  for  the 
annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  on  June  4,  tickets  tor 
which  are  now  ready,  price  three  shillings  each.  We  re¬ 
ceive  the  next  visit  on  the  Western  District  Anglers  Asso¬ 
ciation  Visiting  List  on  Monday,  May  11,  to  which  all 
brother  anglers  are  cordially  welcome.  Will  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  to  me 

at  their  earliest  convenience?— A.  Ide,  sec.. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  163,  Gold- 
hawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W.  —  Our  annual  general 
meeting  was  held  on  the  17th  ult.,  when  the  president,  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts  for  the 
past  season,  was  enabled  to  congratulate  the  association 
on  having  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £25,  as  against 
£5  Is.  5d.  in  the  previous  year.  The  report  and  accounts 
were  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on 
the  minutes.  All  the  officers  were  then  re-elected.  The 
meeting 'next  proceeded  to  deal  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  committe  re  alteration  of  bye-laws,  and  inter  alia 
resolved  to  increase  the  standard  of  size  for  specimen  fish, 
as  well  as  for  gross  weight  prizes.  After  the  transaction 
of  some  further  business,  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  and 
other  officers  of  the  association  for  their  services  during 
the  past  season.  Our  annual  supper  was  held  on  the 
24th  ult.,  when  some  thirty  members  and  friends  met 
together  to  spend  a  social  evening.  Upon  the  removal  of 
the  cloth  the  usual  toast  list  was  gone  through,  and  tho 
prizes,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £30  7s.  0d.,  distri¬ 
buted  to  the  winners.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £19  18s.  Od. 
were  promised  during  the  evening  for  the  ensuing  season, 
in  addition  to  which  there  will  be  club  prizes  for  specimen 
fish.  Further  prizes  amounting  in  value  to  some  £7  or  £8 
more  have  been  promised,  so  that  taken  all  round  we  look 
for  a  more  prosperous  year  during  the  season  1891-1892.— 
Crystal  Hook. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 

chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members,  when  Mr.  Arnell  was 
proposed  a  working  member  of  the  above,  and  will  bo 
balloted  for  in  the  usual  way  at  our  next  meeting.  We 
are  still  open  to  enrol  a  few  members  for  the  ensuing  sea- 
son.-W.  W atling,  sec.  „  _  ,  ,  _  __ 

Little  Independent  Angling  Society,  the  Russell 
Arms,  Bedford-street,  Ampthill-square,  N.W.— Our  return 
visit  on  the  Central  Association,  which  took  place;on  Mon¬ 
day  last,  was  a  great  success,  seventeen  clubs  being  repre¬ 
sented.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  North 
Western  Angling  Society.  All  members  and  friends  who 
have  kindly  promised  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by  for¬ 
warding  the  same  on  or  before  Wednesday  next,  and 
oblige.— W.  Carter,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen  s- 
road,  Liverpool.— The  outing  to  Northwich  on  the  23rd  was 
a  very  pleasant  one,  but  a  worse  day  from  an  angler’s  point 
of  view  could  not  be.  A  bright  sun,  a  clear  sky,  and  a 
bitterly  biting  east  wind  do  not,  as  a  rule,  bring  the  fish  on 
the  feed.  This  we  experienced  in  all  its  intensity,  though 
Mr.  Baker  managed  to  take  the  prize  for  trout  with  a  fairly 
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good  flsh  of  jib.  At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  have  the  usual  competition  on  Whit-Monday  in 
the  River  Vyrnwy  at  Llanymynech,  and  that  five  hundred 
or  six  hundred  more  gudgeon,  which  Mr.  Pennington  said 
he  had  on  hand,  be  purchased  from  him  and  placed  in  the 
Knowsley  bait  pond.  Mr.  H.  Wood  said  he  would  give 
fifty  roach  he  had  for  the  Knowsley  water.  Several  of  our 
members  had  some  good  sport  in  the  Vyrnwy  last  week, 
trout  being  well  on,  and  taking  the  March  Brown  (orange 
body)  and  Blue  Dun  very  freely.  A  large  number  of  good 
grayling  were  also  taken,  though  of  course  returned  whilst 
samlets,  many  of  them  3oz.  or  4oz.,  were  terribly  abundant 
and  troublesome. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s- walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road.— Our  weekly  meeting  was 
pretty  well  attended  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  the  usual 
business  disposed  of.  I  hope  secretaries  of  clubs  will  not 
forget  our  smoking  concert  on  Tuesday  next.  May  5,  in  aid 
of  the  A.  B.  S.,  when  they  will  be  heartily  welcome,  and 
as  many  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  come.  Chair 
taken  at  8.30.  sharp.— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— The  final  arrangements  in  connection  with  our 
annual  dinner  were  completed  at  our  meeting  (Thursday, 
April  30).  As  already  announced  it  will  be  held  at  head¬ 
quarters  on  Thursday,  May  21,  at  seven  o’clock  sharp, 
when  Frank  Griffin,  Esq.  (of  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Co.)  will 
preside  ;  W.  F.  Grimmett,  Esq.,  will  occupy  the  vice-chair. 
By  a  resolution  passed  to-night  by  the  committee,  hon. 
members  will  be  permitted  to  weigh  in  for  the  trout  com¬ 
petition.  The  receipt  for  £1  Is.  forwarded  to  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society,  for  the  Hickling  Broad 
Defence  Fund,  was  acknowledged.  Mr.  Grimmett, 
the  chairman  of  our  club,  said  he  hoped  other  London 
clubs  would  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  N.A.Ps’.  books.— A.  E. 
Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club.— A  meeting  of  the 
above  club  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  13.  Anglers 
wishing  to  ioin  the  club  may  do  so  without  entrance  fee  on 
the  above  night  only.  No  gross  weight,  specimen  only. — 
H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec.  pro  tem. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-hill.— On  Monday,  the  27st  ult.,  the  members 
of  the  above  club  attended  the  Little  Independent  Angling 
Club,  which  was  well  attended.  I  wish  to  inform  members 
of  clubs  and  friends  that  the  next  visit  of  the  Central 
Association  takes  place  at  the  above  club  ;  due  notice  will 
be  given  next  week.— F.  G. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.— The  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  club  took  place  on  April  22,  when  the  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  splendid  repast,  provided  by  our  host, 
Mr.  Reed,  who  excels  in  this  department.  After  the  usual 
loyal  toasts,  the  toast  of  the  Peckham  Brothers  was  cor¬ 
dially  received  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Duke.  The  har¬ 
monic  part  of  the  programme  was  provided  by  Dan 
Franklin,  W.  Fullerton,  W.  Taylor,  G.  Talbot,  G.  Durant, 
A.  Tozer,  Lovegrove,  Hazzard,  and  other  gentlemen. 
Messrs.  Reed,  Durant,  Stevenson,  Watts,  Artis,  Capel, 
Brewer,  and  several  other  gentlemen  made  up  a  hand¬ 
some  prize  list  for  the  coming  season.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  <3 ;  ladies  invited.— A.  G.  D. , 
secretary. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials.  Golborne-road,  North 
Kensington. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  above  on 
Wednesday,  April  29,  the  election  of  officers  took  place, 
when  Mr.  Ttodber  was  elected  chairman  ;  W.  Buck,  vice, 
Mr.  J.  Harris,  secretary  ;  the  dinner  having  been  arranged 
to  take  place  on  June  3  next.  I  hope  members  will  take 
note  of  this  and  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  clear  the 
books,  and  give  their  orders  for  privilege  and  benevolent 
tickets  to  save  time  and  disappointment.— J.  W.  Harris, 
secretary. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  the  Latimer  Arms,  Waimer- 
road,  Notting-hill.— This  popular  club  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  Wednesday  evening  April  15,  when  about  thirty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  most  excellent  repast, 
supplied  by  the  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Singer,  in  her  own 
inimitable  style.  Mr.  Sam  Randie,  the  well-known  M.C., 
occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Crawforth.  After 
Mr.  Frank  Pearce,  the  respected  secretary,  announced 
the  successful  prize  winners  and  reported  on  matters  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  the  club,  a  smoking  concert  followed,  and 
Messrs.  Foster,  Crawforth,  Smith,  Mayers,  Sams,  Morgan, 
Williams,  Wrench,  Pearce,  Bedford,  Palmer,  &c.,  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  evening’s  amusement.  Mr.  Harman  presided 
at  the  piano,  and  during,  the  evening  rendered  some  choice 
selections. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Horse  Shoe  and  Magpie, 
Great  Bath-street,  E.C.— At  a  special  meeting  of  this 
club,  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Baber  were  appointed  auditors 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Comley.  The  date  forthe  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  was  fixed  for  the  last  Wednesday  in  May. 
Prize  givers  will  therefore  please  hurry  up  with  prizes. 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Bradley  the  annual  excursion 
was  fixed  for  June  7.— J.  Skinner,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  have 
our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday, 
June  3.  Tickets,  three  shillings  and  sixpence  each;  any 
member  requiring  tickets  can  obtain  them  by  coming  to 
the  club-house.  Members  and  friends  who  promised  prizes 
for  the  past  season  will  greatly  oblige  me  by  forward¬ 
ing  same  on  or  before  the  above  date.  Members  and  sec¬ 
retaries  of  clubs,  please  take  note  that  Mr.  F.  T.  Lam- 
berton  has  been  elected  secretary  in  the  place  of  myself, 
and  will  take  up  the  duties  first  week  after  the  supper.— 
E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak.  Roman-road. 
—Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  May  13,  at 
nine  p.m.  prompt,  when  the  prizes  will  be  presented  to  the 
zealous  and  energetic  members  meriting  the  same.  A  list 
and  full  statement  of  prizes  won  by  the  successful  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  sent  later  on  after  the  pleasureable  event. 
Members,  please  note  all  prizes  must  be  at  the  club-house 
on  or  before  May  5. — J.  Jones,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.— We  had  a  good  muster  of  the 
members  at  the  special  meeting  on  Wednesday,  April  22. 
The  rules  were  gone  very  carefully  through  and  some 
slight  alterations  made,  and  other  business  transacted  for 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  club.  On  account  of  the  host 
of  the  Distillers’  Arms  being  about  to  remove  to  another 
house,  it  was  proposed  and  carried  unanimously  that  we 
remove  the  club  to  the  abovo  house,  where  I  beg  to  ask 
the  secretaries  of  the  various  clubs  in  future  to  send  all 
correspondence.  This  house  is  more  central  and  con¬ 
venient  for  the  members,  and  easily  accessible  from  all 
parts,  being  close  to  Westminster  Bridge.  Wc  propose  to 
nave  a  house-warming  very  shortly,  when  we  hope  to 


be  well  supported  by  the  S.  L.  clubs,  as  we  have  foregone 
two  visits.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road. — On  Tuesday  a  few  members  attended, 
when  the  auditors  gave  in  thoir  report  and  the  balance 
sheet  was  passed.  A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next  for  very  urgent  business,  when  every  mem¬ 
ber  is  requested Ito  attend.  Those  members  who  are  in 
arrears  will  greatly  oblige  by  attending  at  once  and  save 
further  trouble.— S.  Cane,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Anglers’  Association,  Darlington.— 
The  members  held  their  annual  spring  contest  on  Saturday 
last,  at  Middleton  One  Row,  below  the  fish  locks,  in  the 
Tees.  It  proved  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  yet  held  by  them. 
Twenty-five  competed  for  prizes,  value  £1  10s.  It  was 
termed  a  “go  as  you  please”  match,  competitors  fishing  fly 
or  “bottom”  as  they  pleased,  fishing  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  having  four  and  a-half  miles  leave,  more  trout  being 
caught  than  at  any  previous  contest  in  the  same  locality. 
The  most  killing  flies  proving  to  be  the  Yellow  May  Dun, 
Cow  Dung  and  Stone  flies.  The  winner  of  the  1st  prize,  £1 
and  silver  medal  (the  gift  of  the  president, Mr.  C.  H.  Sharp), 
being  J.  Wood,  with  lib.  9oz.  of  trout ;  2nd,  C.  Gillam ;  3rd, 
T.  Hooper;  others  as  follows:  F.  Temple,  J.  Dutton,  T. 
Watson,  J.  W.  Teasdale,  I.  Hutchinson,  C.  H.  Sharp,  and 
W.  D.  Oliver.  One  well-known  member,  who  shall  be  name¬ 
less,  proving  varcy  unfortunate,  thinking  to  be  well  “in  it” 
as  usual,  failed  to  score  ;  some  one  had  been  there  before. 
The  secretary,  J.  F.  Smythe,  superintended  the  match, 
which  proved  very  successful. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— Although  no  member  of 
our  society  has  as  yet  weighed  in  a  trout  this  season,  our 
committee  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  interests  of  the 
members  of  the  society,  for  they  have  been  engaged  for  the 
last  few  weeks  in  revising,  altering,  and  adding  to  the  rules 
of  the  society.  The  date  of  our  annual  dinner  has  been 
altered.  Due  notice  will  be  given  when  it  will  take  place. 
—Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
235,  Camberwell-road.— At  the  annual  meeting  held  on 
Wednesday,  April  29,  the  supper  night  and  distribution  of 
prizes  was  fixed  for  Tuesday,  May  12,  at  8.30  sharp.  Prize 
donors  will  oblige  by  handing  in  their  prizes  at  the  next 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  May  6.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
every  member  present  at  the  annual  meeting  subscribed 
to  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  for  the  year  now  com¬ 
mencing.— J.  J.  Frei,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  annual  meeting  of  delegates  will  take  place  at  the 
Pitt’s  Head,  Grange-road,  on  Tuesday,  May  5,  at  nine 
o'clock  sharp,  when  I  hope  every  society  on  the  list  will 
send  a  representative.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Wal¬ 
worth  Waltonians,  held  at  the  St.  Paul’s  Ta-vern,  West- 
moreland-road,  Walworth.  For  notice  of  date,  see  their 
club  report. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  Adam  and  Eve* 
Hoxton-street,  N.— Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
Wednesday,  May  6,  is  the  last  quarterly  night  of  the 
season.  The  prizes  won  will  be  presented  to  the  successful 
competitors  on  Wednesday,  May  13,  when  all  members 
must  clear  the  books  before  removing  the  prizes.— T. 
Gretton. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— The  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Thursday, 
May  7,  nine  o’clock  sharp.— H.  R. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross. — We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  28th. 
Mr.  A.  Fry  in  the  chair,  faced  by  M.  Moning.  The  previous 
week’s  minutes  were  read  and  confirmed, and  some  very  im¬ 
portant  business  was  got  through.  I  am  pleased  to  remind 
members  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  12.  There  are  aifew  who  have  not  yet  cleared 
the  books ;  they  must  do  so  at  the  earliest  convenience,  or 
they  won’t  be  able  to  receive  anything  until  they  have 
settled  up.— H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  the  final  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  was 
settled,  which  will  take  place  Wednesday  next,  May  G,  at 
8  o’clock  sharp.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  chairman  ;  Mr.  H.  Broad¬ 
way,  vice-chairman;  Mr.  Vivian  Blanchard,  pianist.  We 
should  be  pleased  to  see  all  brother  anglers  that  can  make 
it  convenient  to  join  us— the  tickets  are  four  shillings— 
and  would  give  them  a  hearty  welcome.  I  hope  all  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  that  were  not  present  on  Wednesday  last, 
who  have  tickets  for  the  same  will  let  me  know  by  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  May  3,  the  latest,  as  I  have  to  give  a 
guarantee  to  our  worthy  host  of  the  number.  All  tickets 
not  returned  by  then  will  be  considered  sold  and  the  dinner 
ordered  for  same.— C.  Hibble,  secretary. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  last, 
April  29,  it  was  resolved  that  the  annual  dinner,  which 
takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  May  6,  be  set  for  7.15 
sharp,  so  I  hope  all  members  who  are  going  to  participate 
will  toe  the  scratch  at  the  call  of  “  Time,”  and  those  mem¬ 
bers  who!  are  not  coming  to  dinner  will  show  up  after, 
as  we  have  something  very  “special”  for  them,  not  Hill’s 
Scotch.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— A  well-attended  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  above  society  on  Thursday,  23rd  inst., 
Mr.  Widmer  in  the  chair.  It  was  proposed  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  that  we  have  a  day’s  outing  and  dinner,  to 
take  place  at  Pulborough  on  June  7  in  place  of  our  annual 
supper.  Hoping  all  members  in  arrears  will  attend. — 
W.  M.,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-strcet,  Cavendish-square.— On  Wednesday,  April 
22,  we  held  our  annual  dinner,  and  our  little  club-room 
was  filled  with  a  jolly  company  of  members  and  their 
friends, ■  who  seemed  thoroughly  to  enjoy  the  substantial 
spread.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Garrod,  in  the  un¬ 
avoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Rider,  owing  to  his  recent  acci¬ 
dent.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  report  that  Mr.  Rider  is  now 
out  of  hospital,  but  it  will  bo  some  months  before  he  will  be 
able  to  walk.  After  dinner,  the  prizes  won  during  the  past 
year  were  distributed,  Mr.  Wood  taking  the  cup  for  gross 
weight  with  551b.;  the  other  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Jupp,  Rider,  Cromer,  Vaughan,  Garrod,  Warner  and 
Morris,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  finished  with  a  smoking 
concert,  ably  contributed  to  by  members  of  the  club, 
assisted  by  the  following  visitors Messrs.  Ambrose, 
Thorne,  Lloyd,  Fred  Payne,  McReath,  Lamyng,  Oakficld, 
Jno.  Bland,  Hawkins  and  Stead.— D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

***  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  as  early  in  the  week  as 
possible. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


£3T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

'55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add- 


730  min. 
40 
45 

Iso 


for  Chelsea. 
Putney. 
Hammer¬ 
smith. 
Barnes. 


Add- 


75 

80 

[85 


Richmond. 

Twicken¬ 

ham. 

Teddingtnn. 


Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  Lond>n 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  i 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  *;de 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  May 
Sunday,  ,, 

Monday,  „ 

Tuesday,  „ 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 

5  . 

Morning. 

. 10.25 . 

Evening. 

Wednesday,  ,, 

6 . 

.  0.28 

Thursday, 

7 . 

.  0.51  . 

Friday, 

8 . 

.  1.58 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— At  the 
time  I  am  writing,  and  that  is  the  middle  of  the  week, 
there  appears  some  prospect  of  a  milder  change  in  the 
weather,  and  nothing  would  give  more  general  satisfaction, 
especially  to  the  trout  anglers,  who  reasonably  enough 
have  not  cared  to  face  the  bitterly  cold  wind  that  has  been 
blowing  for  an  unreasonably  long  time  if  I  may  use  the  ex¬ 
pression.  Every  preparation  is  being  made  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  perch  ova  in  the  Sunbury  stream.  The  place 
has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  and  in  some  places  it  was 
found  to  be  two  or  three  feet  deep  in  mud.  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall  is  using  all  the  means  and  appliances  he  can,  first 
of  all,  to  prevent  the  young  fry  of  any  other  fish  getting 
into  it,  and  also  to  stop  the  young  perch  in  their  remark¬ 
ably  small  size  from  getting  out  as  they  did  last  year.  He 
is  erecting  some  sand  hills  and  using  the  blanket,  as  they 
can  from  their  minute  size  get  through  the  smallest  zinc 
grating.  There  can  be  little  doubt  the  few  perch  that  were 
found  in  the  stream  were  from  the  Scotch  ova  of  last  year, 
and  all  the  rest  must  have  found  their  way  through  the 
gratings,  and  Sunbury  should  be  benefited  by  it.  -  The 
perch  in  the  Thames  have  commenced  spawning,  and  1  am 
sorry  to  find  from  the  report  of  our  indefatigable  honorary 
river-keeper  at  Chertsey,  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  the  swans 
in  two  places  have  entirely  destroyed  the  ova,  as,  from  in¬ 
disposition,  he  was  away  from  the  river  for  a  few  days,  but 
there  is  one  place  which  he  has  secured  by  means  of  pea- 
protectors,  and  it  is  all  safe.  The  Sale  at  Walton  and  the 
Trolock  above  Teddington  Lock,  which  are  two  of  the  best 
places  on  the  river  for  perch  spawn,  are  being  thoroughly 
watched  and  protected.  Referring  to  my  remarks,  after 
the  long  frost,  to  the  immense  loss  of  fine  fish  in  the  Whitton 
Park  Lake,  I  have  been  to  see  one  of  the  fine  specimen  carp 
that  were  found  embedded  in  the  ice.  This  one  weighed 
141b.,  and,  having  been  preserved,  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  G.  Rice,  of  the  Eagle  Tavern,  near  to  the  Hounslow 
Railway  Station,  who  says  he  will  be  very  much  pleased 
to  show  it  to  anyone.— B. 

Hampton  Court.— Mr.  J.  Clapp,  treasurer  of  the  Brent¬ 
ford  Piscatorial  Society,  fishing  with  William  Milbourne 
at  the  Weir,  on  Monday  last,  caught  a  very  handsome 
trout  weighing  Gjlb.,  and  as  it  was  the  meeting  night  of  the 
club,  it  was  exhibited  in  the  club-room,  and  the  fortunate 
captor  was  congratulated  on  his  success. 

Upper  Thames.— The  wind  at  last  has  veered  round 
into  the  west,  and  although  still  very  cold,  it  renders  the 
prospects  of  successful  trout  work  on  the  Thames  a  great 
deal  more  rosy,  and  as  to  comfort,  an  immense  boon,  for 
rude  Boreas  blows  down  stream  instead  of  up.  At  Windsor 
several  pretty  fish  have  been  taken— nothing,  however, 
over  4ilb.  as  far  as  I  can  glean— but  in  such  inclement 
weather  anglers  are  thankful  for  very  small  mercies.  In 
the  Marlow  waters,  a  man  named  Anthony  has  taken  a 
decent  little  trout  of  41b.,  and  has  got  his  eye  on  its  mate  of 
about  81b.  I  hope  he  won’t  catch  it.  At  Temple  several 
nice  fish  en  evidence,  and  only  wait  foemen  worthy  of  their 
steel.  Thursday  night.— The  wind  it  windeth  every  day, 
but  the  river  is  in  prime  spinning  trim,  and  trout  should  be 
“  gone  for.”— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— Same  tale  over  again— 
cold  winds  and  frosty  nights  keep  the  trout  out  of  sight. 
There  has  been  very  little  doing— one  small  trout  was 
taken  on  Monday,  2.flb.  I  saw  two  very  good  fish  on  the 
feed  on  Tuesday.  I  do  think  if  the  weather  was  to  set  in 
nice  and  warm  there  would  be  some  nice  trout  taken.— R. 
Plummer,  Sen. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Absence  of  rain  and  a  dry  cold 
wind  has  reduced  the  water  here  to  much  under  summer 
level.  Though  trout  do  not  show  themselves,  a  few  are 
being  picked  up,  but  small,  the  only  two  retained  being  one 
of  41b.  2oz.  caught  near  Windsor  Bridge  by  Wright,  a 
fisherman  here,  and  one  of  21b.  by  Mr.  Howard,  of  London. 
In  spinning  for  trout  a  great  many  jack  are  always  taker);, 
and  though  all  of  them  do  not  find  their  way  back  to  the 
river,  an  incident  occurred  recently  which  is  an  example 
to  many  anglers  of  more  mature  years.  Masters  Corni.-h 
and  Hornley,  of  Eton  College,  were  seen  to  each  catch  a 
good  sized  pike  and  most  carefully  extracting  the  hooks 
placed  .them  again  in  the  river.  Such  sportsmanlike 
actions  from  anglers  so  young  are  worthy  of  notice,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  they  will  one  day  be  rewarded  with  a  good 
lusty  Thames  trout  of  nothing  less  than  51b. 

Ancholme  District.— Trout  are,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
getting  into  passable  condition  in  the  local  becks,  and  I 
think  anglers  may  now  fairly  be  allowed  to  fish  for  them. 
The  season  is,  however,  unusually  late,  and  only  a  few 
March  Browns,  Hare’s  Ear  and  Yellow  and  Light  Browns 
have  made  an  appearance.  A  collar  with  two  of  these 
varieties  is  ample  hereabouts.  The  Cow-dung  fly  or 
Royal  Charlie  (Freckled  Dark  Snipe  and  Crimson)  may  be 
used  as  an  alternation.  A  good  many  anglers  hereabouts 
use  an  artificial  Stqne  Fly,  dressed  on  N  o.  3  or  4  Kendal 
hook,  and  usually  ’  ake  fish  with  the  same.— Thomas 
Ford. 

Bari  e  (Dulverton.)— Water  very  low  and  bright. 
Warmer.  The  flsh  rise  well.  Mr.  Heath  and  your  reporter 
have  taken  some  nice  sized  trout.— Iron  Blue. 
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Brighton.— Sea  Fishing.— Several  boats  of  anglers  were 
off  on  the  28th  ult.,  about  a  mile  from  the  Olcl  Chain  Pier, 
but  as  yet  there  is  no  sport,  being  about  a  month  too  early 
for  cither  bass  or  bream.  A  few  small  whiting  pont  or 
plaice  are  all  that  can  at  present  be  looked  for.— 11.  . 

Chichester.— There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  weather  during  the  past  few  days.  The  easterly  wind 
has  given  place  to  westerly  breezes,  and  rain  has  tauen 
although  not  in  sufficient  volume  to  benefit  streams  and 
rivers.  The  general  complaint  is  the  lowness  and  bright¬ 
ness  of  the  streams,  and  when  the  mills  are  not  working, 
the  water  is  so  shallow  that  the  only  chance  of  getting  a 
brace  of  trout  is  by  worming  in  the  pools. A  tew  nsn 
have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  tributaries  in  the  U  ck  riel  a 
district.  Four-and-a-half  brace  is  the  largest  take  1  hear 
of.  A  few  members  of  the  Brighton  Anglers  Association 
tried  Ardingly  recently,  but  Mr.  F.  King,  the  well-known 
boniface,  was  alone  successful.  Smelt  are  now  gi\  ing 
sport  in  the  harbour.  Surely  some  of  the  sea  trout  should 
be  accounted  for,  but  a  trip  is  necessary  t<o  I  ilsea  as  the 
netsmen  block  the  channel  above,  and  it  is  but  tew  good 
fish  reach  as  far  as  Birdham  or  Fishbournc.  George  i  . 

S  ALTER 

'  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).-The  same  complaint -  want  of 

water  Jupiter  Pluvius  seems  to  have  forgotten  the  Isle 
of  Man.  It  is  but  little  use  wetting  a  fly,  Jurying  to (drown 
a  worm  until  we  have  some  ram.  Sea  hshing  still  keeps 
very  good,  with  every  prospect  of  remaining  so.— Siorm\ 
"PR’TRET  j 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  last  few  days  have  proved 
to  be  really  the  opening  days  of  the  season,  The >  only 
anglers  we  know  of  having  been  out  ha\e  had  good  sport. 
The  Rev.  W.  Milner  took  eleven  brace  on  Friday  lastf™"1 
the  Dovedalo  length  with  the  Green  well  and  the  Wood¬ 
cock  Black  •  Mr  W.  Prince  also  has  had  good  sport  on 
the  same  length"  The  Rev.  Barrington  Mills  took  a  dish 
of  six  brace  mainly  with  the  Mulberry  Bumble;  also  on 
Friday.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Sport  has  been  almost  at  a  stand  of 
late.  The  two  or  three  days  of  more  genial  weather  a  fort 
night  ago  gave  place  to  frosty  nights  and  days  of  sunshine, 
and  cold  north  wind.  A  few  small  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  killed  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Hodgson  was  fortunate  enough 
to®  land  two  salmon  in  the  Crosby  water.  The  long  wished 
for  rain  has  come  at  last,  but,  though  welcome  to  the  far 
mors  and  gardeners,  it  is  too  gentle  to  make  much  ini 
press  ion  upon  the  rivers.  A  good  flood  would  do  a  world 
of  good,  it  would  take  down  to  sea  most  of  the  diseased 
salmon  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  very  numerous,  the 

low  state  of  the  water  having  spread  the  disease  rapidly 

amonc  salmon,  trout  and  salmon  fry.  It  would  also  take 
a  wav  most  of  the  fry,  which  are  a  great  pest  to  trout  anglers, 
and  clear  out  the  bottom  of  the  river,  which  is  very  foul. 
One  or  two  more  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been  caught, 
which  is  encouraging.  They  arc  splendid [plump ^sh  rom 
V2o/  to  IGoz.,  and  quite  red  in  the  flesh.  A  good  run  or  nsn 
i  -i  cxnocted  in  the  Solway  with  the  decided  change  of  wind 
o  the  west  I  understand  that  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board 
has  this  week  launched  a  new  boat  on  the  Solway  for  the 
use  of  the  bailiffs.  By  all  accounts  it  was  much  needed,  the 

0lG?eta  (near  BarnardCastleil-Little  fishing  has  been 
done  on  this  water  since  last  week  ;  the  snow  broth  is  now 
almost  cleared  out,  and  given  warm  weather  no  doubt  good 
baskets  will  bo  heard  of ;  as  it  is,  two  friends  of  mine  had 
a  few  hours,  but  only  got  enough  to  make  them  wish  for 

' ' ' i die” ( No rtli ' N otts) .— Th c  improvement  in  the  weather 
is  to  be  noted  from  this  district,  and  the  outlook  is  veiy 
much  better  than  a  week  ago.  Very  little  in  the  way  of 
snort  among  trout  has  been  indulged  in  as  yet,  partly  from 
thp  fiei  thof  the  streams  arc  low  and  fine,  and  the  chances 
of  Uking  fish  small!  and  partly  from  the  risk  that  is  atten- 
dant  on  exposure  amid  these  cold,  easterly  winds.  What  is 

known  as  influenza  is  prevalent  in  the  district,  and  many 

old  and  infirm  people  are  succumbing  to  its  ravages,  and 
this  makes  people  naturally  cautious.  However,  a  change 
seems  to  have  come  about  these  last  few  days,  and  May 
promises  to  be  more  genial  We  have .had La  few  showers 

during  this  week,  but  as  yet  not  nearly  enough.  L. 

Lake  District.- At  last  the  welcome  rain  has  come 
and  gladdened  the  hearts  not  only  of  anglers  but  of  every 
class  of  the  community.  On  Wednesday ’morning  a  gentle 
rain  foil,  increasing  in  volume  as  the  day  advanced  till  it 
reached  a  steady  downpour.  This,  it  is  hoped,  will  con¬ 
summate  the  baptism  of  one  of  the  driest  springs  for 
many  years  past.  For  anglers  the  change  came  none  too 
soonfas  many  of  the  rivers  and  tarns  in  this  district  were 
becoming  alarmingly  low,  to  the  danger  of  Ash  life.  and 
hundreds  of  river  trout  must  soon  have  perished.  Nearly 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  Kent,  Mint,  and  Sprint ,  and 
owing  to  the  hardness  of  the  recent  weather,  winged  food 
is  very  slow  in  making  its  appearance.  Dunng  the  past 
week  some  splendid  lake  trout  have  been  caught  in 
Windermere,  and  the  takes  of  char  have  not  only  been 

good  but  the  fish  are  large  and  exceedingly  well  fed.  t  he 

professional  fishermen  on  Windermere  arc  now  beginning 
to  admit  the  wisdom  of  the  decrease  in  the  size  of  the  mesh 
which  the  Conservators  made  some  years  back.  I  11s water 
Lake  has  also  yielded  some  capital  trout  during  the  past 

foW  dclVS. — W ESTMERI A.  _  ,  ... 

Lea.— The  water  is  in  very  fair  order,  but  getting  some¬ 
what  low  and  clear,  in  consequence  of  the  dry  weather  we 
have  lately  experienced ;  but  I  think  we  shall  soon  ha\  c  a 
change  now  the  wind  has  got  round  to  the  south.  Some 
rain  would  be  very  welcome  just  now  ;  farmers  and  mar¬ 
ket  gardeners  would  rejoice  greatly  at  its  advent,  as 
everything  is  very  backward  this  spring,  owing  to  the 
want  of  sunshine  and  rain.  Perhaps  it  may  turn  out  for 
the  best,  as  we  are  not  likely  to  have  much  frost  to 
damage  the  fruit  blossoms  now  we  have  got  into  Maj .  In 
some  years,  when  wc  have  had  comparatively  warm 
weather  in  the  early  months  of  spring  'I'^hdamagehas 
been  done.  On  referring  to  my  notes 
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years  ago,  when  about  the  end.  ot  NLay  we 
naa  some  severe  frosts  and  hailstorms.  There  is  very 
little  sport  to  record,  as  very  few  anglers 
in  face  of  the  north  and  north-east  winds  we  haie  had 
lately.  During  the  sunny  hours,  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
dace  have  been  showing  up  well,  and  they  are  now 
rapidly  getting  into  condition,  1  erch  are  to  be  seen  in 
many  places,  and  to  all  appearance  they  seem  to  be  almost 
bursting  with  spawn.  With  ordinary  luck  there  should 
be  no  scarcity  of  them  during  the  next  few  years.  Many 
fishermen  have  got  the  idea  that  the  Lea  is  almost  en¬ 
tirely  a  roach  stream.  This  is  altogether  wrong,  as  the 
Lea  holds  as  great  a  variety  and  as  good  a  stock  ot  most 
kinds  of  fish  as  any  river  of  its  size  in  the  kingdom.  I  am 
glad  to  know  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  from  what  I 
read,  that  there  is  a  growing  discontent  amongst  fisher¬ 
men  with  the  existing  laws  which  regulate  the  close  times 
for  fishing  for  the  various  kinds  of  fish.  I  sincerely  hope 


that  this  will  lead  to  a  thorough  revision  of  the  close  times 
in  the  near  future.  This  I  think  is  a  much  more  important 
matter  than  the  one  which  seems  to  be  gaining  great  pro¬ 
minence  amongst  the  clubs,  which  is  the  scale  of  weight 
or  measurement  that  fish  may  be  taken  and  weighed  in. 

A  still  more  important  matter  is  the  prevention  of  poach¬ 
ing.  If  the  powers  that  be  were  to  direct  more  of  their 
attention  and  supervision  to  this  object,  a  very  grea,t  bene¬ 
fit  to  fishermen  would  shortly  accrue.  I  am  only  a  looker- 
on  without  power,  but  I  keep  my  eyes  open,  and,  as  the 
song  says,  “I  know  what  I  do  know.”  The  trout  season 
in  the  Lea  tributaries,  which  really  opens  on  May  1,  pro¬ 
mises  to  be  a  good  one  if  we  only  get  some  milder  weather, 
which  now  seems  likely. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  in  good  angiing  order,  being  level  and 
clear.  The  weather  has  improved  since  last  report,  and  a 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  tried  the  Blue  Dun, 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  and  Cow-dung,  and  some 
good  trout  have  been  taken.  In  the  Lugg  on  Monday  a 
nice  lot  of  trout  were  caught.  On  Tuesday  in  the  Arrow 
some  good  fish  were  landed.  The  Pinsloy  is  in  order  tor 
angling  sport  in  it  good  during  the  middle  of  the  day. — 
Gwynne.  „ 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
in  good  order,  clear,  and  a  nice  height.  Some  fair  baskets 
had  been  made,  and  they  would  have  been  heavier  had  the 
wind  been  more  favourable  to-day  it  has  been  mostly  from 
the  east  and  cold.  Showers  have  been  falling  all  day. 
There  is  every  indication  of  continued  broken  weather, 
which  will  brighten  the  prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming 
week.  March  Brown,  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Grannam, 
Stone  Fly,  and  Iron  Blue  are  all  on. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk). — On  this  river  there  is  no 
doubt  the  cold,  dry  spring  and  frosty  nights  have  preserved 
the  fish  from  the  angler’s  hook.  All  the  better  for  the  com¬ 
ing  spawning  season.  Although  roach  and  dace  are 
numerous  in  this  free  water,  since  my  last  report  there  has 
been  two  roach  anglers  of  no  mean  type— one  in  particular 
of  them  is  considered  the  best  roacher  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Cambridge— but  he  has  been  losing  some  whoppers 
of  roach.  Still  he  grassed  a  few  good  ’uns.  This  will  bear 
me  out  in  my  opinion  as  to  my  remarks  on  roach  tackle  for 
this  river.  Anglers  must  take  natives’  advice,  as  a  rule, 
if  they  wish  to  be  successful.  This  is  a  quick  stream  and 
the  fish  very  strong.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the 
headquarters,  Ram  Hotel  (Mr.  Rolph’s),  and  he  states  the 
dace  are  now  clean  and  nice,  but  he  is  grumbling  as  to  the 
unsettled  weather.  I  am  quite  certain  there  is,  as  a  rule, 
three  weeks  before  roach  will  be  spawning,  but  in  un¬ 
certainty  it  is  well  to  watch  them.  I  intend  to  remark  on 
them  shortly.  The  dace  afford  excellent  fly-fishing  here, 
they  running  large,  good,  and  strong.  I  soon  hope  to 
hear  of  another  Glib.  chub  to  match  the  other,  which  is 
being  set  up.  Anglers  had  better  take  brandling  worms 
with  them.  Time  of  writing,  weather  dull,  windy,  wind 
south,  and  signs  of  rain— all  the  better. — John  O.  George. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Fish  has  been  fairly  plenti¬ 
ful  during  the  past  week.  The  weather  being  fine  it  has 
enabled  our  trawlers  to  put  to  sea.  For  a  couple  of  days, 
when  the  wind  was  easterly,  their  sport  was  not  so  good. 
A  capital  lot  of  flat  fish  have  been  landed,  such  as  dabs, 
plaice,  flounders,  and  soles,  the  latter  being  very  fine,  lhe 
usual  spring  pollack  have  now  commenced  to  put  in  an 
appearance  in  large  numbers.  One  day  last  year  when 
out  fishing  I  remember  having  good  sport,  taking  thir¬ 
teen  pollack  at  a  haul.  They  were  certainly  not  very 
large  and  weighed  about  Jib.  apiece.  I  was  whipping  at 
the  time  from  a  boat  with  a  30yd.  line,  4oz.  boat-shaped 
sinker,  3yds.  of  gimp,  with  pure  core— not  that  horrible 
imitation  stuff  made  with  inferior  cotton,  which  is  sold 
under  the  name  of  gimp— and  a  trace  of  twisted  gut, 
having  a  dozen  or  more  white  flies  fastened  to  the  knots 
with  a  silver  spinner  at  the  end.  When  the  fish  are  feed¬ 
ing  pretty  freely,  with  this  kind  of  line  you  can  take  six 
or  eight  at  a  time.  Last  Thursday,  a  friend  of  mine  while 
fishing  with  a  “  Challenger”  hook  took  five  at  once.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  time  of  the  year,  and  the  season  being  so  late, 
this  was  exceedingly  good.  When  fishing  for  pollack 
weighing  from  31b.  to  101b„  only  one  or  two  hooks  are 
used,  baited  with  a  mud  worm  and  a  piece  of  soleskin  for 
a  shiner.  When  the  mud  worm  is  not  obtainable,  the 
indiarubbor  “  Challenger  ”  and  double  worm  bait  answer 
the  same  purpose,  in  fact  in  some  places  the  latter  acts  as 
a  much  more  attractive  bait  to  the  fish.  Ba.ss  and  smelts 
still  give  good  sport  to  those  who  prefer  fishing  from  piers 
and  rocks.  Some  splendid  hake  were  landed  last  week.— 
William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Pier  anglers  have  only 
had  poor  sport  during  the  past  week,  due  it  is  thought  to 
the  steam  trawlers  which  have  been  at  work  too  near  the 
shore  and  so  disturbing  the  fish.  Be  this  as  it  may,  only 
small  fish  have  been  taken  by  rod  and  line.— H. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester). -Water  in 
both  streams  very  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing  but 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold  easterly  winds  during  the 
week  very  few  few  fish  have  been  taken.  One  nice  trout, 
Hlb.,  was  taken  in  the  Severn  with  the  artificial  minnow 
on  the  23th  ult.,  and  a  few  nice  fish  were  taken  in  the 
Teme  with  the  March  Brown.  There  are  very  few  flies  on 
the  water  as  yet ;  but  the  glorious  sunshine  we  are  now 
having  will  soon  alter  that  state  of  things,  and  make  the 
angler  joyful. — Fieldwing. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  bitterly  cold  winds  we 
have  experienced  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  which 
have  truly  proved  neither  good  for  man,  beast  nor  angler, 
have  at  length  given  place  to  milder  breezes,  and  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  the  wind  shifting  to  the  west,  we 
hadoneorstwo  warm  showers,  which  should-tend  to  improve 
angling.  The  water  has  been  in  good  condition  for  the  fly, 
but  almost  too  bright  for  spinning.  A  fine  trout  of  3Vlb. 
captured  by  an  ex-soldier  of  Frankwell  was  exhibited  in 
Mr.  H.  Shaw’s  window  this  week.  The  fish,  which  was 
taken  with  the  Devon  bait  on  the  Brewery  Ford,  was  in 
grand  condition,  but  was  of  a  very  dark  colour.  Mr. 
Burleigh  has  taken  a  trout  bottom  fishing,  I  hear  of 
41b.  or  ’51b.  weight,  and  Perkins  has  had  one  of  31b.,  while 
another  31b.  fish  was  taken  early  in  the  week  on  Monk- 
moor  Ford  with  the  minnow  on  float  tackle.  Mr.  H. 
Pescall  has  taken  several  trout  with  the  minnow,  the 
heaviest  being  one  of  lilb.  captured  on  Monkmoor  Ford. 
Rowlands  fishing  below  the  English  Bridge  took  two  small 
trout  with  the  March  Brown,  and  another  angler  two  with 
the  worm.— Piscator. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— A  meeting  of  conservators  met 
last  week  and  decided  that  the  net  fishermen  should  pay 
£3  instead  of  £5  for  their  licences,  and  the  rod  fishermen 
can  rejoice  at  only  remaining  where  they  were— twenty- 
one  shillings  instead  of  an  attempt  to  put  them  to  thirty 
shillings.  A  few  gentlemen  have  a  desire  to  rent  the  whole 
of  the  Taw,  and  before  long  it’s  possible  an  attempt  will  be 
made  to  form  an  association  on  the  Taw.  Swallows  are  very 


scarce  on  the  water-side,  but  the  landrails  are  arriving, 
and  possibly  they  have  short  feeds,  as  the  flies  are  very 
scanty,  and  by  the  water-side  the  east  winds  still  prevail. 

A  few  more  salmon  were  taken  with  the  fly  and  minnow. 
During  the  week  a  few  trout  were  taken  by  the  many 
young  fishermen.  I  hoard,  Ansty  in  the  Bray  had  killed 
three  large  trout  during  the  week.  Rain  is  all  that  is 
wanted,  and  fishing  will  be  all  the  go.  Friday  the  netsmen 
commence,  and  I  hear,  many  salmon  are  seen  leaping  in 
the  tidal  water  ;  peal  are  also  seen  in  the  water. — Rusty 
Game.  ,  , 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle). — Since  writing  last  wc  have 
had  three  days  here  on  which  the  wind  varied  a  point  or 
two  to  the  west,  and  mark  the  result,  one  nice  basket  just 
below  the  town  of  over  21b.  weight  in  about  as  many  hours ; 
and  at  Piercebridge,  nine  miles  lower  down,  six  splendid 
trout  fell  to  a  lucky  angler;  the  heaviest  weighed  lilb.,  and 
the  lightest  7oz.  I  had  two  hours  on  Saturday,  and  got 
seven  fair  trout,  one  Jib.;  March  Brown  plentiful  on  the 
water.  The  wind  is  now  back  to  the  old  quarter  again 
(east),  and  so  we  may  say  adieu  to  good  fish  until  there  is 
a  change  again.  I  enclose  you  cutting  from  the  Darlington 
North  Star  re  the  Fishery  Board  regulations  as  to  trawl 
fishing,  and  which  I  mentioned  in  iast  week’s  report.  - 
J.  H.  R. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running  in 
capital  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
The  weather  has  been  very  beautiful  and  fine,  but  a  stilt 
breeze  has  been  blowing  at  times.  A  good  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  water,  and  the  trout  have 
risen  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
March  Brown,  Granham,  Wickham’s  Fancy,  Cow-dung, 
and  February  Red.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with 
the  worm.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  successful  in  the 
early  morning.  In  the  water  near  the  Castle  mill  some 
good  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  Blue  Dun  and 
Granham.  In  the  Steventon  water  on  Monday  a  nice  lot 
of  trout  were  landed  with  the  Blue  Dun.  Under  Whit- 
cliffe  four  brace  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  February 
Red  and  March  Brown.  The  grayling  have  been  feeding 
well,  and  several  good  fish  have  been  hooked  and  put  back 
in  the  water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  in  fishing  order.  In  the  Corve  and  Ony  some  good  fish 
have  been  taken.  -S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  height. 
The  weather  has  been  fine  and  suitable  for  fishing.  A 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  the  fly 
with  success.  On  Tuesday,  near  Little  Hereford,  three 
gentlemen  were  out  and  landed  71b.  of  good  fish,  the  flies 
used  bein<  the  Granham,  Blue  Dun,  and  Wickham.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order. 
Sport  in  them  fairly  good.— Worcester.  , 

Trent  (Nottingham).— A  small  quantity  of  ram  fell 
on  Wednesday  morning,  and  more  would  be  gladly  wel¬ 
comed.  The  river  keeps  remarkably  low  and  clear,  and  in 
splendid  condition  for  the  salmon  votaries,  who  have^becn 
busy  at  such  well-known  resorts  as  Shardlow  and  King’s 
Mills.  On  Monday,  at  the  latter  place,  Mr.  Capenhurst,  of 
Derby,  killed  his  second  fish  of  the  season  with  the  Devon 
artificial.  It  weighed  251b.,  and  was  in  superb  condition. 
He  had  only  been  spinning  a  few  minutes  before  he  was 
fast  into  the  jaws  of  the  fish.  On  the  following  day  in  tho 
same  run  Mr.  J.  Lo  water,  of  Nottingham,  caught  one  of 
101b.,  and  several  others  were  seen.  This  also  fell  to  the 
spinner.  Mr.  T.  Wood,  Mr.  G.  Wood,  and  others  have  been 
out  at  King’s  Mills,  but  up  to  Wednesday  night  none  had 
met  with  sport.  'J'rout  fishing  on  the  tributaries  is  still 
very  poor,  and  not  much  will  be  done  until  they  have  been 
well  flushed  out.—1 The-Man-at-tiie-Clubs. 

Wharfe  and  Yore.— Since  the  weather  has  become 
somewhat  warmer,  sport  has  improved  considerably,  and 
during  the  past  week  some  very  nice  baskets  have  been 
made.  At  Bolton  Abbey  a  Leeds  angler  had  thirteen  nice 
trout,  and  other  two  eight  and  eleven  respectively. 
These  were  nearly  all  taken  with  the  Watcrhcri  Bloa.  On 
the  Nidd  some  good  sport  has  also  been  experienced.  A 
member  of  the  Knaresborough  Club  killed  sixteen  in  half 
a  day’s  fly-fishing  in  the  free  water  near  to  the  town. 
Those  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers’  Association  who 
have  visited  the  Iiamont  have  done  very  well,  Messrs. 
Gaunt,  H.  Bradshaw,  and  Denby  especially.  The  Dark 
Watchet  has  killed  the  best  on  that  water.— Francis  M. 
Walbran. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— There  is  a  change 

in  the  weather  at  last,  which  has  already  had  a  good  effect 
on  sport.  Since  last  week  there  has  been  some  good  sport 
on  the  Wye,  the  largest  basket  being  seven  brace  on 
Saturday  last.  The  Derwent  about  Matlock  has  yielded 
good  results.  Surgeon-Major  Garde,  fishing  the  High  Tor 
stream  on  Wednesday  last,  killed  the  largest  basket  that 
has  been  taken  on  this  water  this  spring,  viz.,  ten-and-a- 
half  brace.  Mr.  W.  King  has  been  among  the  large  trout 
again.  On  Tuesday  last  this  well-known  angler  was  trol¬ 
ling  from  his  premises  on  the  Parade  and  killed  a  trout 
weighing  51b.,  length  22in.,  girth  13in.  Very  good  prospects 
for  the  coming  week.  Taking  flies  are  Olive  Quill,  Hare  s 
Ear,  and  Blue  Dun.— Dotterel. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).  —  Al¬ 
though  the  rivers  are  low  and  rain  much  needed,  trout 
have  been  rising  to  the  fly  fairly  well  during  the  past  week, 
and  several  nice  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
Rough  Blue  and  Cow-dung  flies  are  in  favour  just  now.—  H. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— To-day  (Wed¬ 
nesday)  the  weather  has  broken;  it  rained  throughout  last 
night,  cloudy  sky  and  a  stiff  breeze  from  the  south.  Pros¬ 
pects  for  fly  "fishing  most  promising,  and  if  the  wind  holds 
in  the  same  quarter,  with  more  rain,  there  will  bo  some 
splendid  catches  recorded  soon,  as  the  fish  are  in  capital 
condition.  During  the  east  wind,  which  vanished  yester¬ 
day,  very  poor  sport  was  obtained.  Messrs.  Stokes  and 
Petit,  Lichfield,  five,  best  fish,  Mb.;  Mr.  Jones,  Holyhead, 
two ;  W.  H.,  three  ;  Mr.  Coles,  two.  In  bottom  fishing, 
with  cockles,  Mr.  Southworth,  Bolton,  had  sixteen  one 
evening,  and  nine  the  following  morning.  Rivers  Crygyll. 
Cefni  and  Braint.— Though  very  low,  the  fish  take  well 
after  six  in  the  evening.  The  welcomed  rain  will  bring 
these  trout  streams  to  their  normal  level.— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
Since  my  last  roport  our  experience  has  been  varied- 
snow,  bright  sunshine,  keen  north-easters,  and  thunder¬ 
storms.  Wednesday,  sport  was  very  fair  ;  but  Thursday 
was  a  nasty  steely-grey  day,  with  a  wind  bitter  enough  to 
shave  anybody,  when  even  these  gallant  free-rising  fish 
reouired  great  persuasion.  Most  successful  flies— Teal 
and  Claret,  Mallard  and  Cinnamon,  large  Coch-y-bondhu, 
Zulu,  male  and  female  March  Brown  : — Wednesday, 
eleven  rods,  sixty-two  trout,  571b.  5oz.  ;  best  baskets,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Johnstone,  twelve,  101b.  lloz.  ;  Dr.  Trinder,  eleven, 
91b.  2oz.  ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Peyton,  21b.  and  lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr. 
Lynch,  lib.  13oz.  Thursday,  eight  rods,  twenty  tront,  18\lb.; 
best  basket,  Dr.  Trinder,  eight,  Gib.  5oz. ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr. 


May  2,  1891.] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 


287 


Fletcher,  lib.  9oz. ;  Dr.  Trindcr,  111b.  Friday,  ten  rods, 
llfty-two  trout,  501b. ;  best  baskets.  Mr.  Stavert,  eleven, 
111b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  eight,  6]lb. ;  Miss  Jones-Bateman,  six, 
511b.;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Eckenstein,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Stavcrt, 
lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Ward,  lib.  lOoz.  and  four,  111b.  each. 
Saturday,  seven  rods,  thirty-five,  3llb. ;  best  baskets,  Mr. 
Jones-Bateman,  ten,  101b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Eckenstein,  nine, 
71b.  14oz. ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Jones-Bateman,  lib.  Uoz. ; 
Mr.  Eckenstein,  ljlb. ;  Mr.  Peyton,  lib.  9oz. ;  Miss  Jones- 
Bateman,  141b.  Monday,  six  rods,  thirty-five,  351b. ;  best 
baskets,  Mr.  Webb,  eight,  911b.  ;  Mr.  J ebb,  seven,  711b. ; 
heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Ishcrwood,  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Jebb, 
four  each,  141b.  Tuesday,  three  rods,  twenty-five,  261b. 
6oz. ;  best,  Mr.  Herbert  Watts,  who  brought  in  his  limit,  a 
really  fine  basket  of  fifteen,  weighing  161b. ;  heaviest,  lib. 
13oz.  Later.— The  long-wished-for  change  in  the  weather 
has  at  last  come— soft  rain  from  S.  W..  with  a  falling  baro¬ 
meter.  Anglers  are  aiming  high  to-day  (Wednesday).— 
Long  Drikt. 

In  our  last  issue  there  was  an  error  in  report.  Tuesday 
should  have  been  ‘•seventy -two  trout,  weight  721b.  2oz.”  ; 
in  our  report  it  was  given  “  twenty-two  trout.”— )Ed.] 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  has  run 
very  low  indeed,  and  the  green  fly  has  been  on  the  water 
for  a  week  or  more,  so  that  trout  fishing  has  and  will  be  in 
abeyance  until  we  have  had  a  good  heavy  rainfall,  which 
is  sorely  needed  by  the  farmers  as  well  as  fishermen.— H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— The  river  is  now  very  clear  and 
low,  the  trout  consequently  very  shy  and  difficult  to  catch. 
A  few  very  good  conditioned  fish  have  been  taken,  by  Dr. 
Paton,  Colonel  Dalton,  J.  Clare,  J.  Lamont,  W.  C. 
Williams,  H.  Clare,  and  W.  Davis.— J.  Clare. 

Scotoh  Reports. 

Berriedalo  (Duke  of  Portland’s).  —  This  beautiful 
little  river  is  now  got  very  low  in  consequence  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  drought,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  while  the  river 
was  in  flood— some  time  ago  now— a  number  of  salmon  got 
up  for  some  miles,  and  can  now  be  seen  in  the  pools.  The 
duke’s  commissioner,  Mr.  Turner,  has  been  spending  a  few 
days  at  Langwell,  the  duke’s  seat  there,  but  the  river  was 
too  low  for  angling.  The  netsmen  continue  to  get  fair 
hauls,  but  no  grilse  have  so  far  been  caught.  The  Berrie- 
dale  is  an  early  river  for  grilse,  and  last  year  appeared 
much  earlier  than  on  the  Helmsdale.  As  a  sea  trout 
stream  the  Berriedale  is  excellent,  especially  in  autumn.— 
S.  C. 

Brora  (Sutherland).— During  the  last  week  the  angling 
has  not  been  so  good,  owing  chiefly  to  cloudless  sky.  On 
the  20th, IMr.  Gunnis  had  five  fish;  Mr.  Brand,  one;  21st, 
Mr.  Gunnis,  five  fish  Mr.  Brand,  one ;  22tid  Mr.  Gunnis,  two, 
Mr.  L.  Philips,  two;  23rd  Mr.  Gunnis,  one,  Mr.  L.  Philips, 
two ;  21th  Mr.  Gunnis,  two,  Mr.  L.  Philips,  two ;  25th  both 
rods  blank.— Colin  Gunn. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport  with  the  rod  has  been 
falling  off  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  and  the  low 
state  of  the  river.  The  dissolving  snow  on  the  mountains 
has  kept  it  in  good  order  for  a  longer  period  than  it  would 
otherwise  have  done  with  such  dry  weather  as  has  pre¬ 
vailed  for  some  time  back.  As  reported  in  last  issue,  three 
salmon  and  a  sea  trout  were  caught  on  Monday  week.  On 
Tuesday  two  salmon  were  landed.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
Joseph  Crewelson,  Braclangwell  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon 
weighing  91b.  and  101b.  It  is  also  worth  mentioning  that 
this  angler  is  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  yet  he  landed 
the  ten-pounder  without  the  aid  of  gillie,  having  had  no 
assistance  from  anyone  from  the  time  he  hooked  the  fish 
until  he  gaffed  and  landed  it  himself.  On  the  same  day 
Capt.  Maxwell,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  got  a 
salmon  on  the  upper  beats.  On  Friday  Capt.  Maxwell  got 
one  salmon,  and  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Cameron,  Fearn 
Lodge,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod,  landed  two  salmon.  On  Satur¬ 
day  two  salmon  were  caught  by  Capt.  Maxwell  on  the 
upper  beats.  On  Monday  this  week  a  fine  salmon  was 
killed  on  the  Gledfield  Pool.  Tuesday  was  very  boisterous, 
but,  as  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  it  is  expected  to  improve 
sport,  as  the  river  is  at  present  well  stocked  with  fish.  The 
only  successful  angler  on  Tuesday  was  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland, 
Cresswell  Gardens,  Kensington,  who  fished  the  Hotel 
waters  and  got  two  salmon,  111b.  and  91b.— McB. 

Cassley  (Invercassley,  Lairg,  N.B.).— Mr.  J.  A.  Hild- 
yard.  Post  Office  Buildings,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  91b. 
on  Tuesday  week  ;  the  same  angler  caught  a  ten-pounder 
on  Wednesday  ;  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  Post  Office  Build¬ 
ings,  landed  a  101b.  salmon  on  Friday  last ;  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Hildyard,  a  sixteen  -  pounder  on  Monday,  this  week. 
Tuesday,  exceedingly  stormy,  and  all  the  surrounding 
mountains  covered  with  a  fresh  coating  of  snow.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— A  good  round  water  has  been 
running  all  the  week,  and  fish  have  been  running  freely. 
Sport  in  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  has  improved  espe¬ 
cially  so  in  the  mid  reaches,  where  for  the  past  six  weeks 
little  has  been  done.  On  the  upper  reaches  grand  returns  are 
still  being  had,  which  will  be  even  better  with  a  more  steady 
water.  Fly  has  been  more  abundant,  but  not  in  great  force 
as  yet,  owing  to  the  hard  easterly  winds  and  frosts  over 
night.  On  the  Braemar  stretches  of  the  river  Mr.  Piercy 
Foggs  landed  six  salmon  on  the  Invercauld  water,  while 
Mr.  J.  G.  Ross,  of  Kingussie,  had  two  of  161b.  and  81b.  re¬ 
spectively  on  Mr.  M’Gregor’s  water.  On  the  Balmoral 
water  good  sport  has  been  got  every  day  by  the  Royal 
keepers  and  others,  while  the  Birkhall  water  has  also 
yielded  a  few  fish.  On  the  Invercauld  Hotel  water,  the  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good  sport  which  has  heen  a  feature  of  the 
season  all  through,  is  being  well  maintained.  During  the 
week  Sir  George  Chetwode  landed  four  of  81b.  each,  four 
ranging  from  741b.  to  131b.,  two  of  711b.  and  81b.,  and  one  of 
71b. :  Mr.  Bristowe  had  three  of  81b.,  and  one  of  1011b.  ;  Mr. 
Griffiths,  one  of  171b.,  and  another  of  711b. ;  D.  Morgan, 
keeper,  one  of  1111b. ;  and  Colonel  Hunter,  one  of  1011b. ; 
and  Mr.  Peel,  six  beautiful  fish  scaling  from  61b.  to  131b. 
on  Saturday  last.  Altogether  some  three  hundred  fish  have 
been  brought  to  grass  in  this  section  alone  since  the  season 
opened.  On  the  Monaltrie  water,  Mr.  Black  landed  two 
or  711b.  and  81b.;  Dr.  Haven,  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Nelson,  one  of  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  John  McLaren,  one  of  011b., 
with  a  small  trout  March  Brown.  On  the  Glenmuick 
water  Mr.  W.  Herring  had  one  of  711b.,  while  Sir  George 
Chetwode  had  one  of  lUlb.  on  the  Cambus  O’May  water  on 
Tuesday  last.  On  this  water  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
landed  six  on  Friday  on  his  return  from  the  south  ;  while 
Colonel  Jervis  had  one  on  Friday,  and  two  on  Saturday  of 
average  weights.  On  the  Glentana  water  some  splendid 
sport  has  been  had  by  Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart..  M.P., 
and  friends.  One  day  during  the  past  week  W.  F.  Pickop, 
of  Glassel,  landed  eleven  fine  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  this 
water,  two  of  which  scaled  181b.  apiece,  while  the  others 
ranged  from  71b.  and  upwards.  On  the  Aboyne  water  a 
few  fish  have  been  seen,  but  the  river  has  not  been  in  the 
best  of  form  for  this  and  the  lower  sections  as  a  rule.  On 
the  Upper  Dess  water  Mr.  F.  Pickop  landed  two  of  711b. 
and  81b.  on  Friday,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Monday.  On  the 


Kincardine  Lodge  water  Mr.  Lamond,  one  of  91b. :  John 
Nicoll,  keeper,  two  of  741b.  and  71b. ;  whilo  Mr.  George 
Blacklaws  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Baliogie  water  Mr.  E. 
Drummond  landed  two  of  81b.  and  91b., on  Thursday,  one  of 
91b.  on  Friday,  one  of  lljlb.  on  Saturday.and  a  magnificent 
beauty  of  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  251b.  with  the  sea  lice  still 
adhering  on  Monday.  This  is  another  addition  to  the  many 
exceptionally  heavy  weights  got  on  the  Dee  this  season. 
On  the  Shin  water  Mr.  Lumsden  had  a  nice  fish  of  1341b. 
on  Thursday.  On  the  Blaekhall  Castle  water  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay 
and  'friends  landed  during  the  week  three  on  Tuesday, 
scaling  from  71b.  to  151b. ;  two  on  Wednesday,  from  71b.  to 
121b.  ;  three  on  Thursday,  from  71b.  to  101b.  ;  three  on 
Friday,  71b.,  81b.  and  71b. ;  and  one  Saturday  of  91b.,  making 
twelve  fish  for  the  week,  mostly  all  fresh  run  fish,  of  fine 
shape  and  quality.  On  the  other  sections  several  have  been 
got,  but  details  are  not  to  hand.  An  exceptionally  large 
run  of  finnock  came  away  with  the  early  flood,  and  splen¬ 
did  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Crathes,  Culter, 
Nether,  Banchory,  and  tidal  waters,  while  a  large  percen 
tage  of  sea  trout  have  also  been  met  with.  Yellow  trout 
are  getting  slowly  into  better  condition,  but  are  rising 
freely.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.) — In  the  Deveron  and  sea  coast 
district  the  experience  of  the  past  week  has  been  very 
goefd.  Owing  to  the  dry  weather,  the  river  is  getting  low, 
and  on  Wednesday  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  change. 
It  was  pretty  frosty  in  the  early  morning  and  the  hills  were 
tipped  with  snow.  Notwithstanding  anglers  are  enjoying 
splendid  sport  in  trout  fishing,  which  has  not  been  so  pro¬ 
ductive  so  early  for  many  a  season.  Daily  during  the  past 
week,  Mr.  Beattie,  Rothiemay  House,  has  had  baskets  of 
from  81b.  to  111b.;  Mr.  Harvie  Brown,  fishing  from  the 
Rothiemay  Hotel,  has  had  daily  for  some  time  101b.  to  141b. 
The  trout  are  in  fine  condition,  and  numbers  of  them  weigh¬ 
ing  lib.  and  over.  On  the  Turriff  and  lower  sections 
anglers  have  also  had  heavy  baskets.  The  net  fishermen 
on  the  Duff  House  water  had  fair  hauls  of  salmon  daily, 
and  a  few  grilse.  The  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  taken 
on  the  21st  ult.,  a  fortnight  earlier  than  last  season.  Their 
early  appearance  promises  well.  The  average  weight  is 
341b.  For  this  class  of  fish,  the  lessee  is  bound  in  by  a 
clause  in  his  lease,  at  all  times  during  the  fishing  season, 
to  sell  to  the  public  at  the  fishing  station  at  Macduff  at 
9d.  per  lb.,  and  salmon  Is.  6d.  For  the  former  the  lessee  is 
at  present  receiving  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  from  the  markets,  and 
2s.  and  over  that  price  for  the  latter.  On  the  coast  the 
catch  of  salmon  for  the  week  was  exceedingly  high,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  almost 
nil.  The  first  grilse  caught  was  at  the  station  of  Whitelulls, 
about  three  miles  to  the  west  of  the  river’s  mouth.  It  was 
taken  on  Saturday  last,  fully  a  month  sooner  than  that  of 
last  year.  It  is  many  years  since  grilse  showed  so  early  an 
appearance  on  the  coast.  On  all  the  stations  the  yield  was 
from  four  to  fifteen  fish  daily,  of  an  average  weight  of  101b. 
Three  heavy  boxes  were  consigned  on  Saturday  last,  five 
on  Monday  and  three  on  Wednesday.  Last  season  only 
two  boxes  were  sent  south  for  the  week.  Of  course  the 
weather  was  very  dry  at  the  time,  and  the  water  running 
low  in  thS  river.  On  the  Gardenstown  coast  there  was  a 
slight  improvement  this  week.  In  all  four  boxes  were  got, 
against  only  one  last  year,  which  was  rather  an  exception¬ 
ally  bad  year.—  H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— I  am  sorry  to  say  my  fears 
of  salmon  anglingfalling  off— as  stated  in  my  last— havebeen 
amply  verified;  not  that  there  was  any  great  merit  in 
aiming  at  this  conclusion,  for  as  day  after  day  passed  the 
river  became  lower  and  still  lower,  while  its  waters  are  as 
clear  as  a  crystal  spring.  But  as  for  fish,  why  from  No.  1 
beat  up  to  Kildonan  every  pool  and  stream  is  literally  alive 
with  salmon,  indeed  so  numerous  are  they  that  they  are  to 
be  seen  leaping  and  tumbling  in  streams  and  small  pools 
that  anglers  never  think  of  fishing.  With  all  the  splendid 
sport  anglers  have  had  here  this  spring  one  is  forced  to  the 
conclusion  of  how  little  effect  this  has  had  on  the  numbers 
of  fish.  If  the  weather,  however,  continues  dry,  and  the 
river  fall  still  lower,  what  must  become  of  all  those 
beautiful  fish,  which  up  till  now  have  retained  their  silvery 
coats  ?  Fungus,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  show  itself,  and 
then  in  such  an  event  the  fish  will  be  utterly  lost.  We 
must,  however,  hope  for  better  things,  and  trust  that  rain 
—which  is  so  much  needed  for  more  important  purposes— 
is  not  far  off.  It  will  interest  your  angling  readers  to  learn 
that  the  so-called  “  favourite  ”  salmon  flies  for  the  Helms¬ 
dale  have  in  some  degrees  this  season  lost  their  reputation, 
that  is  to  say,  other  flies  have  proved  even  more  successful. 
Spey  flies,  indeed,  have  been  found  good  killers,  while 
other  flies  not  often  tried  have  done  equally  well.  Trout 
are  rapidly  descending  to  the  sea  in  the  shape  of  kelts,  and 
those  are  what  trout  anglers  are  presently  getting,  with 
an  occasional  brown  trout,  of  better  quality,  however. 
The  following,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  the  sport  for  the 
week.  On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  Mr.  Watney,  on  No.  6, 
Kildonan,  got  five  salmon,  91b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Sykes  had 
one  fish  of  101b.  On  Wednesday,  the  22nd,  only  three 
salmon  were  got  by  Colonel  Hargreaves  on  No.  1,  above 
Kildonan.  On  Thursday,  the  23rd,  on  Kildonan,  Colonel 
Hargreaves  got  one  of  101b. ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Watney  had 
three  of  91b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Hick  got  two  of  101b.  The  21th 
was  blank  all  over.  On  Saturday,  the  25th,  Mr.  Hick,  on 
Kildonan,  got  three  of  101b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Bruce’s  rod  had 
one  of  91b.  On  Monday,  the  27th,  Colonel  Hargreaves,  on 
No.  1  above,  got  a  nice  fish  of  161b. ;  on  No.  6,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Akroyd  got  two  salmon  ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Sykes  had  one  of 
101b.  Tuesday,  the  28th,  was  a  very  stormy  day,  with  a 
strong  gale  and  snow  showers,  but  no  reports  of  angling 
have  reached  me.  Unless  we  have  rain  and  arise  in  the  river 
sportsmen  will  be  on  the  wing.  Sea  fishing  here  at  present 
is  very  good,  cod  and  haddocks  being  abundant.  Lobsters, 
too,  are  plentiful  this  season,  but  strange  to  say  crabs  are 
scarce.  Net  fishing  opens  here  on  the  1st  of  May.— S.  C. 

Kelso  Angling  Association.— Spring  Competiton.— 
The  annual  spring  competition  in  connection  with  Kelso 
Angling  Association  took  place  on  Monday  last,  when  fish¬ 
ing  was  confined  to  the  open  water  on  Teviot  from  Nine- 
wells  to  Teviot  Bridge,  and  on  the  Tweed  from  Kelso 
Bridge  to  the  boundary  at  Redden  Haugh,  the  hpurs  of 
competition  being  from  nine  a.m.  till  five  p.m.,  with  the 
following  results  :  —  1,  the  association  rod,  Alexander 
Affleck,  Herton,  4lb.  7oz.  Teviot ;  2,  pair  of  fishing  stock¬ 
ings,  William  Lamb,  11b.  4oz.,  Tweed  ;  3,  reel  and  line  (pre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  J.  J.  E.  Brown,  of  Rosebank),  James 
Chisholm,  31b.  lloz.,  Tweed ;  4,  basket  and  belt  (presented 
by  Mr.  Brown),  A.  M’Cutcheon,  21b.  124oz.,  Tweed;  5, 
knife  (presented  by  Mr.  Blake,  ironmonger),  Stewart 
Ogilvio,  21b.  9oz.,  Teviot;  6,  tackle  (presented  by  Mr. 
Wright,  Makerstown),  R.  Affleck,  Herton,  21b.  34oz., 
Tweed;  7,  timepiece  (presented  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Kerr),  for 
best  half-dozen,  A.  M'Cutcheon. 

Kilmelford.— Capital  sport  has  been  got  on  the  waters 
of  Cuilfail  Hotel  during  last  week  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burns, 
London,  and  Mr.  Lindsay,  London,  in  all  four  dozen  trout, 


m  excellent  condition,  were  caught.  Dr.  Percy  Kidd  and 
friend  are  also  having  splendid  sport.  If  the  weather  is 
favourable  a  good  fishing  season  is  expected,  and  anglers, 
as  usual,  can  rely  on  having  good  sport  on  these  waters. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland,  N.B. —Sport  with  the  rod  is  still 
at  a  low  ebb  on  these  tidal  waters.  On  Saturday  week,  Mr. 
I).  CampbelJ,  Invershin,  landed  five  trout.  Most  of  the 
netting  stations  have  of  late  been  showing  a  falling  off  in 
productiveness.  On  Mr.  Anderson’s  South  Bonar  and 
ltivermouth  shots,  and  also  on  Mr.  Smith’s  Invorcharron 
and  Craggundubh  fishings,  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
takes  during  the  past  week  as  compared  with  the  previous 
week;  but  on  Messrs.  Povvrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo  fish¬ 
ing  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  the  difference  was 
scarcely  perceptible.  Taking  all  the  above  fishings  together, 
it  is  estimated  that  close  on  6  cwt.  of  salmon  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  in  the  course  of 
the  week.— McB. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). -After  a  week  of  mild  and 
bright  weather,  with  light  westerly  winds,  we  have  again 
entered  upon  an  involuntary  lease  of  March  weather,  with 
its  complement  of  freezing  north-westerly  winds  and  hail, 
but  alas  no  rain,  and  a  rising  barometer.  Some  fair  sport 
has  been  got  with  fly.  The  first  prize  in  the  Pollokshields 
Club  competition  was  gained  by  Mr.  Pringle,  with  five 
trout,  41b.  4oz.  Mr.  W.  Robertson  gained  first  in  the 
Wanderers  Club,  from  Glasgow,  with  eleven  trout,  81b.  9oz. 
The  change  in  the  weather  on  Tuesday  from  fine  to 
bitterly  cold  and  squally  produced  the  uncomfortable  feel¬ 
ing  of  seeing  fourteen  competitors  in  the  Glasgow  St. 
Mungo  Club  standing  shivering  round  the  weighing  scales 
at  six  p.m.,  six  with  empty  creels  and  empty  flasks,  and 
eight  with  the  magnificent  total  of  nineteen  trout,  1511b. 
Private  boats  reported:  Mr.  Fyfe,  Edinburgh,  eighteen, 
171b.;  Mr.  Einie,  Edinburgh,  fifteen,  121b.;  Mr.  Finch, 
Dollar,  fifteen,  111b.  8oz.;  Mr.  Galloway,  Ayr,  fifteen.  111b.; 
Mr.  Smith,  Stirling,  ten,  81b.  Several  other  boats  were  out, 
and  had  an  average  of  eight.— Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (West-end  of,  Killin).— On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water,  Mr.  Seccombe,  April  22,  two  salmon,  151b.  and 
16lb. ;  25th,  one,  121b. ;  27th,  one,  141b.  Mr.  Jenkins,  April  23, 
two,  181b.  and  221b.;  27th,  one.  201b.  Mr.  Lodd,  Norwich, 
April,  27,  one,  181b.— Alpine  McAlpine. 

Naver  (Strathnaver,  N.B.)— During  the  past  week 
sport  has  not  been  quite  so  good  on  the  whole  as  it  was  in 
the  week  before.  Seven  salmon  in  all,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  201b.  in  weight  were  landed  by  the  anglers  from  Syre 
Lodge,  whilo  the  Skelpic  Lodge  anglers  caught  six,  the 
heaviest  of  which  weighed  211b.— McB. 

Oykel — Particulars  of  sport  during  the  past  week  have 
not  reached  us.  During  week  ending  20th,  the  sport  on 
Langwell  waters  was  as  follows  :— Monday,  Mr.  Black,  one 
salmon,  81  lb.,  on  Sgolbaich  Mhor ;  and  Mr.  Morton,  London, 
two,  741b.  and  71b.,  on  Rock  Pool ;  Wednesday,  Mr.  Black, 
a  ten-pounder,  on  Rock  Pool ;  Thursday,  Mr.  Morton,  two, 
941b.  and  1041b.,  on  the  Narrow,  and  one,  841b.,  on  Rock 
Pool ;  and  Mr.  Black,  one  of  1041b.  on  Long  Pool,  and  a  ten- 
pounder  on  Langwell  Pool ;  Friday,  Mr.  Black,  one,  841b., 
on  Junction  Pool;  Saturday,  Mr.  Morton,  a  nine-pounder, 
on  Langwell  Pool,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Rock  Pool.— McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Capital  all-round  sport  is  still  the 
rule,  as  the  following  record  of  sport  by  anglers  from 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  will  show.  Mrs.  Jackson,  a  141b. 
salmon,  on  Big  Clarag,  on  Monday  ;  a  salmon  of  331b.,  on 
Big  Falls ;  and  one  of  81b.  on  Blackston  Pool  on  Thursday. 
Mr.  Lake,  on  Monday,  a  nine-pounder  on  Cromarty  Pool ; 
on  Tuesday,  one  of  91b.,  on  Home  Pool ;  on  Thursday,  one 
of  841b.,  on  Fir  Dam  ;  on  Friday,  one  of  941b.  on  Home 
Pool;  and  on  Saturday,  a  nine-pounder,  on  Artificial  Pool, 
and  one  81b.  on  Hector’s  Land.  Mr.  Evans,  on  Monday,  a 
241b.  salmon,  on  Home  Pool;  on  Tuesday,  an  eleven- 
pounder,  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  one  of  81b.  on  Home 
Pool ;  on  Wednesday,  a  fifteen-pounder  on  Home  Pool ;  on 
Thursday,  one  81b.  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  one  of  91b.  on 
Fir  Dam ;  and  on  Friday,  a  nine-pounder  on  Little  Clarag. 
Mrs.  Farrer,  on  Wednesday,  two  salmon,  131b.  and  81b.,  on 
Little  Falls ;  on  Thursday,  a  101b.  fish  on  Home  Pool ;  and 
on  Saturday,  a  seventeen-pounder  on  Big  Clarag,  and  one 
of  71b.  on  Blackstone  Pool.  Total  for  the  week,  twenty-one 
salmon,  aggregating  2471b.,  or  an  average  of  close  on  121b. 
each.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mrs.  Farrer  caught  a  salmon 
of  81b.,  on  Bridge  Pool,  and  one  of  111b.  on  Home  Pool. 
Mr.  Evans  a  twelve-pounder  on  Corner  Pool;  and  Mr. 
Lake  one  of  91b.  on  Blackstone  Pool.  Tuesday  was  very 
rough  and  wintry,  with  frequent  showers  of  rain  and  sleet, 
which  towards  evening  changed  to  snow.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — All  the  district  rivers  have  been 
running  at  their  summer  level  on  account  of  the  long  spell 
of  dry  weather.  With  the  low  and  clear  waters  trout  have 
been  shy  except  on  dull  days,  when  some  fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  on  some  of  the  rivers.  On  the  Annan,  after 
the  despatch  of  my  report  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last 
week,  Mr.  Wallas,  gun  maker,  Wigton,  Cumberland,  killed 
fourteen  trout  in  the  lower  waters.  Some  of  the  fish 
weighed  lib.  each.  Mr.  Wallas  fished  for  four  hours  for  a 
brace,  then  the  trout  commenced  to  rise,  and  he  had  a 
dozen  in  little  over  an  hour.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Philpot,  of 
Manchester,  landed  a  fine  trout  in  Violet  Bank  stream, 
which  weighed  141b.,  and  although  he  has  been  out  every 
day  since  Thursday  of  last  week,  he  has  not  been  success¬ 
ful  in  killing  anything  so  heavy.  Mr.  J.  Laurie,  Town 
Hall,  killed  a  few  very  pretty  trout  in  the  tidal  waters  on 
Saturday.  Mr.  Henry  Boyd,  draper,  Annan,  however, 
landed  the  highest  catch  of  the  season  on  Saturday.  He 
had  twenty-five  trout  in  all,  some  of  which  weighed  nearly 
lib.  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson’s  fisherman  had  several  nice 
trout  in  the  tidal  waters  on  Saturday.  Mr.  W.  Wright, 
Ednam,  killed  fifteen  trout  with  the  Red  Spinner  and  Iron 
Blue  Dun  dressed  by  Mr.  J.  Parker,  of  Carlisle.  On  Mon¬ 
day  Mr.  H.  Boyd  hooked  a  salmon  with  a  small  trout  fly 
in  the  Blackpool,  but,  after  playing  it  for  fifteen  minutes, 
the  gut  broke.  Other  anglers  on  this  river  have  been  more 
or  less  successful  during  the  past  week.  I  strongly  advise 
strangers  who  intend  visiting  the  Annan  during  the  sea 
trout  season  to  provide  themselves  with  14ft.  and  18ft.  rods. 
Many  anglers  who  come  for  the  first  time  to  this  river 
bring  10ft.  and  lift.  rods.  These  are  of  no  use  except  with 
waders.  The  Border  Esk  has  been  giving  little  or  no  sport 
on  account  of  the  low  water.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon 
in  the  pools.  The  most  successful  angler  that  1  hear  of  has 
been  Mr.  Shand,  who  has  killed  two  salmon  in  the  Canon- 
bie  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  Langholm,  has  had  a  few  nice 
yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries— the  Liddle  especially.  Mr. 
Elliot  landed  a  new-run  sea  trout  last  week,  believed  to  be 
the  first  caught  in  the  Border  streams  this  season.  In  the 
Nith  some  fair  yellow  trout  fishing  has  been  had  in  the 
Duke’s  water  near  Thornhill.  In  the  district  lochs  a  few 
beautiful  brown  trout  have  been  killed  of  late.  In  St. 
Mary's  Loch,  one  angler,  fishing  from  the  bank,  landed  a 
beauty  of  nearly  41b.  the  other  day.  All  the  South  of  Scot¬ 
land  rivers  contain  a  number  of  diseased  salmon  and  sea 
trout.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  none  of  the  new-run 
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spring  fish  are  touched  with  the  disease.  Rain  fell  in  the 
district  yesterday,  but  this  morning  the  rivei’s  are  un¬ 
changed.  A  flood  is  greatly  wanted.— Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water).— The  river  is  in  splendid 
trim  for  trout  fishing,  and  some  fine  trout  have  been  taken 
since  my  last  report ;  but  the  salmon  want  a  rise  of  water 
to  make  them  take  bait,  and  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  will  be 
much  appreciated  as  fish  are  very  plentiful.  On  the 
Murthly  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  MacLean,  Birnam,  landed 
a  handsome  salmon  of  201b.  and  lost  two  of  about  the  same 
weight  after  a  long  fight  with  each  of  them  ;  and  on  the 
Hotel  water,  the  Rev.  W.  Yale  Bagshawe  and  Mrs.  Bag- 
shawe,  Lower  School,  Uppingham,  had  seven  large  trout ; 
on  the  Hazel  water,  on  Wednesday,  casting  from  the  bank. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshawe  had  a  tidy  basket  of  six  trout,  and 
Dr.  Almond,  Loretto  School,  Musselburgh,  one  beauty  on 
the  Stenton  pool  ;  on  Thursday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshawe, 
killed  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  six  trout,  on  the  Murthly  water, 
and  Dr.  Almond  had  one  large  trout  on  the  Hotel  beat. 
On  ihe  Murthly  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  H.  G.  Tomlinson, 
The  Woodlands,  Burton-on-Trent,  killed  a  newly  run 
salmon  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshawe  had  two 
trout  on  the  Hotel  water.  On  Saturday  the  water  afforded 
some  capital  sport  with  kelts  to  Mr.  Tomlinson,  but  no 
clean  fish. — M.  G. 

Tay  (Perth).— A  few  salmon  have  been  got  during  the 
past  week,  but  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely,  owing 
to  the  cold  weather.  The  prospects  of  sport  now  look 
brighter,  and  rain  is  beginning  to  fall,  and  with  a  good  flood 
trout  fishing  will  become  general.  Some  of  the  beats  have 
done  remarkably  well  this  season,  in  fact  it  is  the  best  we 
have  had  for  a  good  many  years.  On  the  Stobhall  water 
fifty  fish  have  been  killed  up  to  the  present  time.  The 
same  number  have  been  killed  on  the  Taymount  water. 
Stanley  water  has  yielded  thirty-two  fish;  Burnmouth, 
seventeen;  Scone  Palace  water,  thirty ;  Upper  Redgorton 
water,  ten ;  Lower  Redgorton,  eleven  ;  Dalguise,  twenty- 
six.  Mr.  Maxwell  had  a  fish  of  251b.  on  the  Dalguise  water 
on  Wednesday.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Walters  had  one  of  121b. 
on  Cargill.  On  the  Castle  Menzies  water  had  one  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  281b.,  and  Mr.  Menzies,  the  keeper,  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Tummel  on  W ednesday  Sir  George  Stephen  had  one  of  171b., 
and  on  Thursday,  two,  181b.  and  81b. ;  on  Friday,  two,  181b. 
and  261b. ;  on  Saturday,  Sir  George  Stephen  .  and  Mr. 
Mclnnis,  five,  ranging  in  weight  from  111b.  to  181b. :  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Stephenson,  one,  181b. ;  on  the  Pitloc  hry 
Hotel  water,  Mr.  Thomson  had  one  of  141b.— Alder. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Caithness).— Since  my  last 
report  sport  on  the  loch  has  improved  as  the  following 
record  will  show.  On  Mondajq  the  20th,  thirteen  fish  were 
killed  on  Lochmore ;  on  the  21st,  six  fish ;  on  the  22nd, 
sixteen  fish ;  on  the  23rd,  twelve  fish  ;  on  the  24th,  fifteen 
fish  ;  on  the  25th,  twenty -two  fish,  of  which  one  rod  had 
eight,  average  weight  about  101b.  The  river  is  now  low, 
and.  small  flies  are  used.  Trout  are  now  beginning  to  take. 
One  rod  killed  sixteen  beautiful  trout  on  Loch  Watten, 
average  weight  about  lib.— A.  H. 

Tweed,  &c.— There  is  no  favourable  change  to  note  as 
regards  angling  prospects  since  my  last  notes,  and  the 
amount  of  fish  killed  during  the  week  has  been  extremely 
meagre.  The  conditions,  all  round,  have  been  sadly  against 
the  Waltonian,  cold  north-easterly  winds  having  prevailed 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  past  week  ;  while,  to  add  to  these 
adverse  circumstances,  the  volume  of  water  in  the  rivers 
has  run  in  very  low,  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought  that 
we  are  just  now  experiencing.  Angling  for  trout  on  the 
tributaries  of  the  main  rivers  is  now  beginning  to  show 
improvement,  and  if  we  only  had  a  little  more  genial 
Weather,  matters  piscatorially  would  be  much  benefitted 
I  i  these  smaller  streams.  On  the  whole,  however,  a  good 
flood  would  do  much  to  improve  fishing  all  round,  and  at 
the  present  time  there  just  seems  a  probability  of  a  change 
in  the  weather,  as  the  barometer  has  gone  steadily  back 
since  Monday,  and  yesterday  (Wednesday)  and  to-day  we 
have  had  slight  rain  showers.  Salmon  angling  is  suffering 
most  from  the  smallness  of  the  rivers,  and  the  cold  and 
Clear  atmosphere  ;  still,  a  few  are  recorded  as  being  got  on 
tne  various  waters  in  the  district.  On  Wednesday  last,  in 
the  Rutherford  water,  Mr.  Whitehead  had  a  91b.  salmon  ; 
and  on  the  Mertown  water,  the  Hon.  George  Scott  had  one 
nice  fish  of  111b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  James 
Kerss,  the  lessee,  has  had  five  salmon  during  the  week ; 
while  on  the  Sprouston  casts,  Mr.  Marsden  had  one  on 
Thursday.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Maurice,  Worksop,  had  one 
fish  of  about  101b.  On  the  Rutherford  water,  we  under¬ 
stand  that  the  Hon.  Major  E.  R.  Bourke  has  had  two  or 
three  salmon  lately.  No  fishing  is  taking  place  on  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe’s  water,  either  for  trout  or  salmon, 
his  Grace  being  at  present  in  London,  and  the  casts  are 
being  strictly  preserved.  On  the  Earl  of  Home’s  water  at 
Birgham,  Mr.  Gavotte  and  friends  have  had  about 
half  -  a  -  dozen  salmon,  while  they  have  also  enjoyed 
gmie  good  trout  fishing.  On  the  Tweed,  near  Horn- 
C'.iffe,  in  the  Berwick  district,  one  gentleman  angling 
lor  trout  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  1011b.,  newly  run  from  the 
sea.  As  stated  above,  the  takes  of  trout  during  the  week 
have  been  small,  and  a  reference  to  the  doings  in  the 
Kelso  Angling  Society’s  spring  competition  (which  we  give 
elsewhere)  will  show  how  things  are  progressing  in  that 
direction.  On  the  Tweed,  above  Kelso  Bridge,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  James  Oliver  killed  a  fine  trout  of  about  31b.,  and  with 
several  smaller  ones  had  a  weight  of  about  51b.  This  is  the 
largest  trout  got  during  the  season  on  the  river.  It  was  in 
fine  condition  and  well  proportioned.  Trout  fishing  in  the 
Peebles  district  of  the  Tweed  has  also  produced  some  fair 
baskets,  a  large  number  of  anglers  having  been  out ;  the 
takes,  however,  as  a  general  rule,  have  run  from  21b.  up  to 
31b.  and  41b.,  while  in  a  few  instances  larger  baskets  have 
been  killed.  Mr.  Tait,  Springhill,  has  had  81b.  ;  Mr.  Scott, 
341b. ;  and  Mr.  Oldham,  Eastgate,  4Jlb.,  including  a  bull 
trout  of  lflb.  Mr.  Geoghegan,  Edinburgh,  on  the  Whit- 
adder  last  week,  had  161b.  of  trout,  and  other  baskets  of 
from  41b.  up  to  51b.  have  also  been  killed.  At  the  Tweed 
s  Union  net  fishings  the  produce  is  very  poor  indeed.  V ery 
few  salmon  are  got,  and  trout  are  not  increasing.  Prices 
are— 2s.  8d.  for  salmon  and  2s.  4d.  for  trout  per  pound,  as 
compared  with  2s.  3d.  per  pound  for  both  kinds  at  same 
p  n-iod  last  year.— Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottage).— I  am  glad  to  say  we 
have  a  change  of  weather  for  the  better.  Since  the  25th 
the  wind  has  been  from  the  west.  The  baskets  ha  ve  been 
fairly  good.  Mr.  Alex.  Ayton,  of  Edinburgh,  has  been 
fishing  for  a  few  days,  and  had  on  an  average  from  51b.  to 
61b.  daily.  Mr.  Swainston,  of  Sunderland,  has  had  from 
twenty-three  to  fourteen  trout  daily,  after  putting  the 
small  ones  back.  Master  Elliott  Swainston,  with  the 
assistance  of  Will  Martin,  landed  thirteen  trout  on  Satur¬ 
day  ;  on  Monday  Master  Elliott  had  four.  Mr.  Hill  and 
Mr.  Cossar,  of  Winchester,  were  very  well  satisfied  with 
their  fortnight’s  fishing— they  never  had  a  blank  day.  Mr. 
Hardie  and  Mr.  Watt,  of  London,  left  on  the  25th.  Mr. 
Hardie’s  best  catch  was  fifteen  trout.  Two  gentlemen  be¬ 


longing  to  the  Midlothian  Angling  Club,  fishing  this  water, 
would  have  taken  first  and  second  prizes  for  the  best 
baskets,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  their  train  they  were 
unable  to  get  in  in  time  for  weighing.— R.  J.  Fenton. 

Ythan  (Tidal).— Udney  Arms  Hotel— Since  last  report 
the  sport  obtained  on  this  famous  sea  trout  reach  has  been 
highly  satisfactory.  Finnock  and  sea  trout  are  plentiful, 
and  in  excellent  condition  and  taking  well,  the  average 
daily  basket  per  rod  varying  from  101b.  to  131b.  Last  week’s 
average  all  over  exceeded  131b.  Among  others  who  have 
lately  been  doing  good  work  here  may  be  mentioned— Dr. 
A.  Arthur,  Cults  :  Mr.  W.  H.  Hall,  Cults;  W.  Johnstone, 
Aberdeen  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Poole,  and  Mr.  John  Collins,  Bedford ; 
Miss  Keeth,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  of  Well- 
wood  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  H.  Jopp,  of  Aberdeen,  and  Lord 
Gario.— G.  M. 

Irish  departs. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).— Since  my  last  report 
the  prospects  of  sport  on  the  East  Tyrone  rivers  have  not 
improved  any,  it  now  being  three  weeks  almost  since  any 
rain  fell,  consequently  the  iow state  of  the  rivers  combined 
with  the  bright  cold  weather  and  prevailing  easterly 
winds  has  reduced  angling  to  the  lowest  ebb,  except  in  the 
most  favoured  places.  On  the  Claggon  reaches  of  the 
Ballinderry  a  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
George  Steenson,  Mr.  McLean,  and  other  local  anglers. 
The  best  sport  of  the  week  was  had  by  Mr.  Charles  Lennon 
on  his  Loughrey  preserves,  his  bag  for  the  week  being 
ninety  trout.  Mr.  George  Henry,  on  the  Loughrey  water, 
had  on  Thursday  six  trout,  and  on  Monday  nine  nice  fish. 
Nothing  has  been  done  that  I  hear  of  on  the  Deculcreyht, 
Tullyloggan,  and  Killymoon  preserves.  On  the  Ardtrea 
section,  where  about  six  miles  of  the  river  is  free,  Mr. 
Robert  Campbell,  Mr.  Henry  Magne,  Mr.  R.  Hutchinson, 
Mr,  Wm.  Crawford,  Mr.  Jardine  Cooke  and  Mr.  Archibald 
Cooke  have  had  each  a  few  brace  trout.  Lower  down 
where  the  river  enters  Lough  Neagh.  Lake  trout  are  taking 
well  and  some  good  bags  are  recorded.  Angling  is  dull  on 
the  other  East  Tyrone  streams.  As  I  write,  the  glass  is 
falling  and  the  wind  veering  south  and  westwards,  and 
rain  may  shortly  come.  The  sooner  the  better  for  sport  in 
this  district.— East  Tyrone. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).  —  The 
following  are  details  since  last  report :— Mr.  H.  Whitting¬ 
ton,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  1041b. ;  Mr.  Lardner,  two,  1041b. 
and  9Jlb. ;  Denis  Currane,  three.  191b.,  111b.  and  1041b. ; 
Colonel  Rogers,  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  R.  Bromley,  one  1041b.  ; 
Daniel  Dwyer,  one,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Wise,  two,  941b.  and 
Ufib.  The  weather  was  rather  unfavourable  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  and  on  two  days  fishing  was  out 
of  the  question  in  consequence  of  rough  water  and  high 
wind.  The  brown  trout  fishing  is  improving.  Weather 
now  mild  and  prospects  better.— Thos.  J.  Denneiiy. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  was  much  milder  than  any  we  have 
had  this  season  so  far,  and  sport  has  improved  in  propor¬ 
tion.  The  following  are  the  results  for  the  week  : — Mr.  J. 
Johnston,  on  Tuesday,  had  two  salmon,  lib.  and  101b. ;  Mr.M. 
Johnston,  one  of  131b. ;  Mamr  Wilson,  on  Wednesday,  one 
salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  A.  Scott,  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  111b., 
and  on  Saturday,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  81b. ;  Major 
Trevelyan,  on  Friday,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  T.  Skinner,  on 
Saturday,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  E.  Daly,  on 
Thursday,  two  salmon,  1041b.  and  101b. ;  on  Saturday,  one 
of  91b.,  and  a  trout  (salmo  ferox)  of  7 41b.  Trout  fishing  is 
also  much  improved,  and  some  capital  baskets  are  being 
taken.  Messrs.  Flower  and  Dreighton,  fishing  in  one  boat, 
on  Tuesday,  killed  sixty-one,  averaging  Jib.  each.  General 
Dickens  is  also  having  good  sport,  getting  baskets  ranging 
from  eighteen  to  thirty  fish  a  day  of  the  same  average. 
The  Bundrowes  is  rather  low,  and  but  six  or  seven  salmon 
were  taken  there  last  week.— M.  R.,  Junr. 

Moy  and.  Ajakes  (Ballina).— Sport  has  been  rather 
poor  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  harsh  weather 
and  easterly  winds,  but  now  that  rain  is  falling  fast  and 
likely  to  continue,  better  sport  may  be  looked  forward  to 
this  coming  week.  On  Saturday  Colonel  Manly  killed  one 
salmon,  141b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Callaghan,  one  fish,  101b.  Monday, 
Colonel  Manly,  one  fish,  121b.;  Rev.  Callaghan,  one  fish, 
1341b. ;  your  correspondent,  one  fish,  131b. ;  Mr.  Roche,  one 
fish,  1241b.  Tuesday,  H.  M.  Lynch,  one  fish,  16Jlb. ;  Dr. 
Jordon,  one  fish,  121b. ;  Mr.  Grigly,  one  fish,  1041b. ;  Colonel 
Manly,  two  sea  trout,  IJlb. ;  Captain  Woods,  one  trout, 
4Jlb.  Trout  are  rising  more  freely  since  the  rain  set  in, 
and  some  nice  baskets  are  now  being  got  daily.  Mr.  Wood, 
one  of  fifteen  trout  on  Wednesday  averaging  lib.,  largest 
fish  21b.;  Mr.  J.  Gilchrist  Clarke  had  some  pretty  baikets 
of  fish,  amongst  them  were  one  handsome  trout  of  641b.; 
Mr.  Shelley  had  a  good  basket  of  twelve  trout,  weighing 
161b.,  amongst  the  lot  were  two  handsome  gillaroo  going 
71b.— Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-Both  the 

wind  and  weather  are  quite  as  provokingly  adverse  to  this 
week’s  sport  as  last  week  ;  and  worse  than  all,  the  sun  if 
anything  is  brighter.  During  last  night  we  had  a  slight 
shower,  barely  sufficient  to  lay  the  dust  on  the  highways  ; 
but  for  all  that,  the  grass  and  wild  flowers  are  looking 
fresher  and  brighter  this  morning.  Major  Traherne  has 
had  two  twin  salmon,  which  weighed  261b.  each  ;  he  was 
attended  by  Patsy  Ryan  and  William  Fogarty ;  General 
Gunter,  on  Mr.  S.  Laing’s  preserves,  attended  by  John  and 
William  Barry,  killed  fpur  fish,  271b.,  181b.,  91b„  and  91b.  ; 
Major  J.  S.  Mott,  on  Major  Traherne’s  water,  attended  by 
John  Lyons  and  R.  Ellis,  landed  two  fish  in  one  day,  341b. 
and  161b. ;  P.  Ryan  and  William  Fogarty  had  one  141b. ; 
Frank  Johnson  and  William  Ellis,  on  free  water,  two, 
151b.  and  81b. ;  John  Lyons,  and  R.  Johnson,  one,  311b. ;  W. 
Malone  and  John  Johnson,  on  free  water,  killed  two  in  one 
hour,  21  Jib.  and  201b.  Later,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  on 
Major  Traherne’s  water,  killed  two  fine  fish,  311b.  and 
211b.  ;  Frank  Johnson,  on  the  free  water,  to-day  lost  a 
huge  fish  over  401b. ;  and  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty  also 
lost  one  quite  as  big.  A  most  welcome  change  has  set  in 
to-day.  Rain  is  falling,  and  the  wind  is  south-west.  Now 
for  the  sport !— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— Notwithstand- 

Ilolloway's  Pills  and  Ointment. — Tlio  most  effectual  Cure 
for  Gout  and  Rheumatism.  -  A  frequent  cause  of  these  complaints 
is  the  inflammatory  state  of  the  blood,  attended  with  bad  di¬ 
gestion,  lassitude,  and  great  debility,  showing  the  want  of  a  proper 
circulation  of  the  fluid,  and  that  impurity  of  tlie  blood  greatly 
aggravates  these  disorders.  Holloway’s  Pills  are  of  so  purifying 
a  nature  that  a  few  doses  taken  in  time  are  an  effectual  preventive 
against  gout  and  rheumatism,  but  anyone  that  has  an  attack  of 
either  should  use  Holloway’s  Ointment  also,  the  powerful  pro¬ 
perties  of  which,  combined  with  the  effects  of  the  Pills,  ensure  a 
certain  cure.  Tlic  Ointment  should  be  thoroughly  rubbed  into 
the  parts  affected  at  least  twice  a  day,  after  they  have  been  suffi¬ 
ciently  fomented  with  warm  water  to  open  the  pores  to  facilitate 
tlie  introduction  of  the  Ointment  to  the  glands. 


ing  the  continued  cold,  east  wind,  some  sport  was  had  up 
river.  On  Lord  Donoughmore’s  preserves,  Mr.  W.  Williams, 
on  the  lltli,  landed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  131b.  respectively ; 
on  the  13th,  Mr.  J.  Banks  got  one  of  91b.;  and  Jeremiah 
Gearon  was  most  successful— on  the  16th,  one  of  91b. ;  on 
the  17th,  one  of  121b. ;  and  on  the  22nd,  two,  121b.  and  61b. 
On  Lord  Ashtown’s  waters,  on  the  18th,  Mr.  J.  Graham 
landed  a  salmon,  2441b. ;  on  the  21st,  his  Lordship  one  of 
1141b. ;  and  Mr.  Graham,  one  of  251b.,  and,  on  the  23rd,  two 
more,  121b.  and  101b.  All  these  were  taken  by  fly.  At 
Ardmaylo,  Col.  D.  Mansugh  got  two  salmon,  and  at 
Dudley’s  Mr.  R.  F.  Hutchings  got  one  of  211b.  on  the  27th. 
Trout  fishing  continues  very  good  on  the  Suir  and  also  on 
the  Annan.  Some  good  ones  were  taken  during  the  week 
on  the  latter.  The  water  is  getting  very  low  again,  so  a 
good  flood  is  badly  required  both  for  salmon  and  trout. 
The  wind  has  got  westerly  since  yesterday,  and  there  is 
every  sign  of  rain. — Richard  Bradford. 


MAIDENHEAD.  COOKHAM,  AND  IBRAY  THAMES 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held  at 
Skindle’s  Hotel  on  Saturday,  April  25,  when  Mr.  H.  W. 
Russell,  of  Gookham,  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  read,  the  annual  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  presented.  The  report  was  as  follows  :— 

The  committee  have  the  satisfaction  to  put  before  their 
subscribers  the  seventeenth  annual  report. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  deficiency  in  the  rainfall,  and 
the  very  severe  weather,  the  results  of  the  fishing  have 
been  rather  unsatisfactory,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  there  is  any  falling  off  in  the  stock  of  fish  in  that 
part  of  tho  Thames  protected  by  the  association,  with  the 
exception  of  porch,  and  they  have  almost  disappeared,  in 
consequence  of  an  epidemic  from  whieh  they  have  been 
suffering  for  several  years  past. 

The  question  of  private  rights  to  fisheries,  the  committee 
regret  to  say,  has  become  a  most  serious  matter,  especially 
in  this  locality. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Upper  Thames  Associa¬ 
tions  to  watch  this  question  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Corporation  of  London,  and  hope  that  that  body 
may  eventually  be  induced  to  purchase  all  private  rights, 
in  the  interest  of  the  general  public. 

It  is  hoped  that  members  will  make  every  effort  to 
secure  fresh  subscribers,  the  number  of  whom  has  slightly 
fallen  off. 

Subscriptions  for  the  current  year  are  now  due,  and  may 
be  paid  to  the  account  of  the  association  at  the  Maiden 
head  Branch  of  the  London  ana  County  Bank,  or  to  Mr. 
C.  H.  Ricks,  1,  Rark-street,  Maidenhead. 

The  balance-sheet  showed  a  surplus  of  £19  17s.'10d. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  unanimously  adopted1 

The  secretary  reported  the  death  of  Mr.  Leonard  Wilder, 
one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  association,  but  it  was  decided 
that  the  vacancy  should  not  be  filled  up  at  present. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Hoare,  seconded  by  Mr.  Robert 
Nicholson,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Westminster,  K.G.,  was 
unanimously  re-elected  president,  whilst  the  folio  wing  vice- 
presidents  were  also  re-elected  :— Tho  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Boston,  W.  H.  Grenfell,  Esq.,  Capt.  the  Hon.  J.  T.  Fitz- 
maurice,  R.N.,  Yiscount  Stormont,  and  V.  W.  B.  Van  de 
Weyer.Esq.  Thefollowing  committee  was  appointed:-  Capt. 
A.  Styan,  and  Messrs.  H.  W.  Russell  (chairman),  H.  Hoare, 
F.  D.  Lambert,  F.  H.  Lemann,  R.  Nicholson,  A.  Pallant,  A. 
N.  Gilbey,  and  H.  Arrowsmith. 

The  secretary  reported  that  on  the  12th  inst.  H.  J.  Wilder, 
one  of  the  bailiffs,  captured  an  otter,  and  in  accordance 
with  rule  12  of  the  association  a  cheque  was  drawn  for  £1, 
the  amount  of  the  reward. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Russell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  H.  Arrowsmith,  Mr.  Eden  E.  Greville  was  re-appointed 
as  solicitor  to  the  association,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Ricks  as 
secretary. 

It  was  arranged  that  at  the  proper  time,  should  the  funds 
allow,  a  further  purchase  of  trout  should  be  made. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  the  auditors  (Messrs.  H.  P.  Stock 
and  E.  Bonner)  and  to  the  chairman  for  presiding  concluded 
the  proceedings. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Pisca¬ 
torial  Patents  specially  compiled  for  tlie  Fishing 
Oazttee  by  Messrs  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Patent  Agents  and  Engineers,  76,  Chancery-lane, 
London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys  for  the 
procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  : — 

6,521.— Amedee  Boursin,  of  34,  Nelson-street, 
Tralee,  County  Kerry,  for  “  Improvements  in 
methods  for  holding  fishing  flies  in  fly  books  or 
any  contrivance  used  for  holding  or  carrying 
fishing  flies.” 

6,691.— Morris  Carswell,  of  90,  Mitchell-street, 
Glasgow,  for  “  Improvements  in  boxes  for  hold¬ 
ing  artificial  baits.” 


SPRING  ADVICE. 

“  Early  to  bed  ”  and  arise  with  the  dawn ; 

Sponge  and  rub  well,  either  bed-time  or  morn. 

Ope  wide  your  windows  to  spring  sun  and  air, 
Cleanse  out  your  dwellings  with  scrupulous  care. 
Keep  your  blood  pure,  ’twill  save  numberless  ills ; 
And  for  spring  medecine— Take  Holloway's  Pills. 
Make  a  good  breakfast— good  porridge,  brown  bread, 
Fish,  milk,  or  eggs,  if  you'd  have  your  cheeks  red. 
Work  with  a  will,  but  on  no  account  worry  ; 

“  Steady  and  Sure  ”  gets  on  better  than  “  Flurry.” 
Fretting  and  worry  cause  half  of  our  ills ; 

Keep  a  calm  mind,  and— Take  Holloway’s  Pills. 

Shun  the  rich  dishes  that  gourmands  delight; 

Eat  but  light  suppers,  and  sleep  well  at  night. 

Clothe  yourselves  well  and  keep  feet  dry  and  warm  ; 
Then  you  may  safely  defy  wind  and  storm. 

Climb  when  you  can  over  moorlands  and  hills  ; 

If  you  need  medicine— Take  Hollowoiy  s  Pills. 

Bask  in  the  sunshine  and  fear  not  the  rain ; 

Clothes  that  are  wet  can  be  soon  dried  again. 

Take  a  walk  daily  in  sunshine  or  shower ; 

Welcome  with  gladness  each  fresh-opening  flower. 
List  to  the  murmur  of  long  ’prisoned  rills ; 

And  for  spring  medcine— Take  Holloway’s  Pills. 
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THE  JUNIOR  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Tiie  first  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  in  the  large  room  at 
their  club-house,  New  Cross  Inn,  New  Cross-road,  S.  E.  In 
the  absence  of  the  president  (whose  professional  duties 
prevented  him  from  attending  early  in  the  evening)  the 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Slatter. 

The  hon.  sec.  in  presenting  his  report  said  he  was  pleased 
to  see  such  a  large  attendance,  which  (considering  many  of 
the  members  were  tradespeople)  showed  an  earnestness  that 
augured  well  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  society.  He 


to  congratulate  them  on  the  progress  they  had 

t  h'rcc  r;r.tl0lr  forruatlona  year  ago ;  they  now  numbered 
««  tv  llncs. as  many  members,  and  there  were  six  names 

P°,vf  ■pr  f?r  clection  at  their  next  meeting, 
uw  ing  to  the  heavy  initial  expense  of  starting1  the  society 
and  furnishing  their  club-rooms,  they  had  not  been  able  to 

one^th^IE^Vh  parK  0f-I^le  1  '■  "’hich  provides  that 
rd  thelIh subscriptions  should  be  devoted  to 
.Preservation  Societies,  but  there  would  be  no 
occasion  to  deviate  from  it  in  future.  He  was  pleased  to 

KoLonlnfo°AU  iht^ndin^  !hoh;hifrh  standard  and  the  bad 
season,  most  of  their  members  had  had  excellent  sport,  one 


result  of  which  was  the  addition  of  three  cases  of  speci¬ 
men  fish  to  their  musuem  Rudd,  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Orsman : 
cunt*!.’  VandrMge :  and  perch,  by  Mr.  A.  J. 

mio„e,r'  I10  £?porfc  having  been  adopted  and  the  com- 
!  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  elected,  the 

question  of  renting  two  stretches  of  private  water  fished 
by  several  of  the  members  last  year  came  on  for  discus- 
sion  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  the  committee 
should  go  down  and  inspect  the  waters  at  an  early  date. 
I;,0,  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers,  com- 

rathcr’latedhohuarrman’  brought  thc  mooting  to  a  close  at  a 


THE  “STANDARD”  MEAT  BISCUITS  FOE  DOCS. 

USED  BY  SOME  OF  THE  LARGEST  EXHIBITORS. 


TESTIMONIALS.  _ 

Glenboig,  N.B.  The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co. 


The  “Standard”  Meat  Biscuit  Co. 

Sirs,— I  have  given  your  “  Standard  ”  Dog  Biscuits  a  fair  trirrand'l’consTder  i  '  Dear  NSdt?—YmirAno^BfwtG0'  ■  ,  ,  .  Edinburgh,  N.B. 

them  to  be  aS  good,  if  not  superior,  to  an,  I  have  gMrirf.  CHAPMAN  '  laS  ord^Sl^  “vis.  *  **  *"**  »“ 

We  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  the  ^  ^  ours  faithfully,  W.  E.  REID, 


manufactured  by  this  Company  from  the  purest  materials,  and  which  has  been  proved  and  tested,  mooting  a  decided  want  in 
m,  TUT  ,  ,  „  ,  .  the  rearing  and  feeding  of  dogs.  s  ueciciea  want  in 

The  Manager,  who  has  the  combined  experience  of  a  breeder  along  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  biscuit  making  finds  that  o 

constant  use  of  these  biscuits  is  attended  with  the  best  results  ngr’  hndS  that  a 

THE  BISCUITS  ARE  EATEN  GREEDILY  PRY,  BUT  IF  PREFERRED  SOFT.  THEY  SHOULD  BE  COVERED  WITH  WARM  WATER  FOR  10  MINUTES 

Sample  1  cwt,  lag,  20s. ;  ditto  i  do.,  11s,,  carnage  paid,  Special  Terms  for  larger  Quantities 

THE  “STANDARD  ’  MEAT  BISCUIT  CO.  EDTNRTTRhw 


SMOKE 
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NAVY  CUT. 


THE  HIGH  CLASS  TOBACCO, 

MADE  FROM  PICKED  LEAVES  OF  THE  FINEST  QUALITY. 


Extract  from  the  “FISHING  GAZETTE 


AS-  GOOES 

Dear  Sir, — Knowing  how  much  you  enjoy 
your  pipe  when  out  a-fishing,  may  I  ask  if  you, 
or  any  of  your  friends,  have  ever  tried  “  The 
Oriel  ”  navy  cut,  manufactured  by  Robinson’s, 
of  Stockport  ?  If  you  have  not,  do  so  at  once, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  be  well  pleased 


of  February  21st,  1891  :  — 

siwioke:. 

with  it,  being  very  cool  and  lasting,  with  an 
exquisite  flavour.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter 
whatever,  but  simply  recommend  it  as  my  beau 

ideal  of  what  a  fisherman’s  tobacco  should  be _ 

Yours  truly,  Smoker’. 


Sold  at  5d.  per  ounce,  in  1  and  2  oz.  Packets,  and  4oz.  Tins.  Any  Smoker  having  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  it  from  his  usual  Tobacconist  can  obtain  it  direct  from  the  Manufactory 

POST  T?T>  TTT?  ivu  1  ~  oj  nv  ^  „  ,  -  _  * 


Sole  MANUFACTURERS:  ROBINSON  &  SONS,  TOBACCO  &  SNUFF  MILLS  STOCKPORT 

The  IVAN  HOE, 

Very  Old  Scotch  Whisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  BE  GOT 

To  be  had  from  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
in  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 

DIRECT  FROM  SOLE  PROPRIETORS  — 

D.  A.  BHIND  &  CO.,  LEITH. 

SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

^J08T  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon,  Grilse, 
i  -  ftn  j  ,  ?n“  Fishing,  in  free  and  preserved  waters, 
fiver  ana  lake,  at  this  station  ;  also  as  to  accommoda 
.ion  ana  board  in  private  cottage  close  to  river 
~-xpo'is33,  shortest  route  from  England  and  Scotland 
on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Co.  Clare 
tre.ana.— N.B.  The  Green  Drake  season  on  lake  com 
•nences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big  trout 
are  about  in  thousands. 

«J  JX  IVI  ES  WRIGHT, 
SPROUSTON,  KELSO. 

Highest  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 

W  OHM-FLY. 

.  “ 1  llad  made  the  loch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twentv- 
61X,  every  one  of  which  exceeded  ilb.  The  largest 
trout  weighed  2Jlb  ;  the  best  dozen,  181b,;  and  the 
whole  lot,  S.llb  The  worm-fly,  Mr.  Donald  Watson's 
(Inverness)  great  killer,  accounted  for  all  but  a  few  •• 
-A  Day  on  a  Moorland  Tarn,  f  ishing  Gazette,  March 

On  loops  or  strands  of  gut,  2/6  per  doz. 

D.  WATSON,  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Invernesq 

practical  Stickle 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 

THEERm?i?A?u  0f  theT  FAMOUS- EDEN  SALMON  FLY, 

j  rrr*  DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk 

wWG1c’  aad  m,any  °tber  rivers-  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
•  lit.  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forwarded 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Ac,  of  the  best  quality 

at  very  reasonable  prices. 


WILLIAM  HAYNES, 


Fishing  Tackle 
Manufacturer, 


CORK. 


,l,o.,wnsAomm«adetSS“  Hod.  •>"'  r.ekl.of.ll  kind,,  .t  modervt,  price,. 

,  Sole  Inventor  and  Patentee  of  the 

SPinner  Blarney  Brawn  Tackle, 

„  .  i  m  ,  rv, •  „  ,  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq.:— 

t  , ,.  ,  ,  , ,  Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  10th  1800 

chosen  ’  A  more  Onerfprprrnatr0f  aD(1  enclose.eh(Klui  in.  Payment  for  the  13-foot ’rod' I  have 
cnosen.  a  more  peifect  rod,  from  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

(Signed)  EL  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL. 


’acuse 


Bamboo  Furniture  Co. 

(  Successors  to  Syracuse  fish  rod  Co  > 

3  sPRt  bamboo  fish  reds  with  cork  and  celluloid  hand-grasns 

y  perfect  hand-grasp  mede.  Also  manufacturers  of  minnow  glittering 
oiling  spoons.  This  spoon  will  take  two  fiish  to  one  on  the  Phantom 
f  or  any  Other  bait  made.  Will  refund  the  money  if  not  satisfacto?v 
>cents  and  1  doHar.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  money.  For  sale  by  all" 

.  Sendfor  Catalogue.  HENRY  LOFTIE,  Manager, Syracuse* KV.,  USA. 


G.  LITTLE  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  London,  -  8.  W.,  Agents  for  England. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


look  here 


b  m-  a  a  at  ss£GS5gs&% 

Rod,  in  baD,  leeooi  ^  and  2Q  yardg  gUk  and  Uair)  0r  waterproof  silk  line. 

Pritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  pel  dozen 
All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  tlio  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 

G.  B.  RICHARDSON,  &  Filing  Taofale  Maker 


BARNAED  CASTLE. 


REUBEN 

HEATON 

161  to  165, 

Hospital  Street, 

BIRMINGHAM. 


&  v^vr», 

STRICKLAND  GATE,  KENDAL, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  _ 

Whole  Cane,  Greenheart,  and  other  Salmon  and  Trout  Bods. 

RODS  FORWARDED  ON  APPROVAL. 

Best  quality  Hackle  Flies  for  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  streams  1/3  per  doz. 

Winged  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen.  Mounted  Fly  Casts,  9/-  per  dozen. 

Enlarged  List  of  Rods,  Reels,  Flies,  and  general  Tackle,  post-free.  _ _ 

NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a 
large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 
room  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  (laps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price  Is.  7d.  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 
WILLIAM  BIRKE T, 

LORD  STREET,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents: 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch. 


PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  Wood  Reels 

Of  every  description.  Established  1S57.  QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  HOAD,  BATTERSEA. 


PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch  Reel,"  “Brake  Reel,"  “Ven¬ 
tilate  Spindleless  Reel,  and  the  noted 
“  Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods. 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  Assortment  of  Fish* 
ing  Reels  in  the  world. 

These  goods  coin  be  obtaiMd  from  ail 
respectable  Fishing  Tackle  Makers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

For  Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  be  haT  Free. 

G.  EDWARDS. . Proprietor. 


FLY  FISHING. 

The  Largest  Stock  of  Flies  i«x  London. 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  o  ly. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  2  stamps. 

o.  o. 


TO  CLUB  SECRETARIES, 
FISHING  TACKLE 
MAKERS,  &c. 


Jd)j  j==E=l  l^jji  ESTIMATES  FORWARDED  6) 
0N  APPLICATION.  = 


BliMil 


WOODFORD  FAWCETT  &  Go 


i 


Printers  of  the  “  Fishing  Gazette.” 


. . . . . 

Dorset  Works,  Salisbury  Sq.,  London,  E.C 

/old  Catalogues,  Price  Lists,  Club  Rules,  Order  Forms,  &.C.,  printed 
•/()}  S  in  the  Best  Style,  on  very  Moderate  Terms.  }))/: 

Every  facility for  the  production  of  all  classes  of  Printing  &S  tationery. 


__  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holborn  Restaurant. 


jn eany  opposite  uuiuuiu  - - 

RADE  MARK.  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seein0  stock. 


_  r,  a  pdt  a  ptp  "PATO  BY  S  EN  DING  POST  A  L  ORDER  FOR 

any  of  these  works  can  be  had,  carriage  paid,  house 

THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW.  MAESTON  &  GO.,  LIMITED,  ST.  DDNSTAN  S  HOUSE, 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 


. . gnu . . . . . imri . trt . . . . . . . . 

A  Book  on  Angling.  Being  a  complete  treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 
FRANCIS,  lfte  Angling  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 
is  added  (18S7)  a  memoir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  lb  Rates, ^  Crown i  Svo,  15s. 

List  of  Illustrations.— Frontispiece,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie,  Plate  I  P  2  g  > 

Wood’s  Spinner,  etc.  (8  figs.)  ;  I.  The  Slider  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs  ),  1  II.  Knots,  Pitches,  etc. 
n  floe  V  TV  QninnniP-  Flights  Leads  etc.  (S  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (9  fi^s.),  VI.Live- 
Lk  Tackles*  etc.  (12  figs  ):SVli.  Natural  Trout  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 
Spinning,  etc.  (8  figs.);  IX.  Imitations  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (0  coloured  figs.);  X.  ^ almon-Fhes  .  T 
Jock  Scott,  Butrher,  and  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XI.  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow 
coloured  figs.);  XII.  The  Tartan,  Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  >flgs-).  XIH.  The  Popham, 
Shannon,  and  Owenmore  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIV.  Irout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.),  X\  .  Salmon- 
Fly  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs.). 

“  The  best  angling  book  ever  published.” — Fishing  Gazette.  _ 

THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

Vnl  T  Salmon  and  Trout.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With  Contributions 
b'v  HENRY  R.  FRANCIS,  Major  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE,  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 
H  HAT  I  and  THOMAS  ANDREWS.  With  Frontispiece,  8  Full-page  Illustrations  of 
Fishing  Subjects  by  C  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  150  Illustrations 

v  lofTklc^p{^Cand'fother*<Coajese  eFish!°WBy VH  ^CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With 
^Contributions  by dieVLllQUIS  OF  EXETER,  WILLIAM  SENIOR,  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIS  H  R  FRANCIS,  and  R.  B.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece,  6  Full-page  Illustra¬ 
tions  of  Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  126 
Illustrations  of  Tackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s.  Cd _ - 


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v-tm . r% . . . . . r« . . . r-rw* . r* 


,  .  v  TTrtTir  tn  Press  Them  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 

Fl0fuu suIm^dLx! ifr s,  and  Containing  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Patterns^ together  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  los 

North  CountrTrrout  Flies.  By  T.  E.  PRITT.  With  Cokmred  Plates  of  all  the  best  Flies 
Second  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  lCs.  Cd. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 

The  American  Salmon  Fisherman.  By  HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated,  lln  pages 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 


tj  a0  o-nrt  TFlv  Tackle  Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use.  By 
F1^H°NRY  P  WELLS  lllustratef  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  Cd. 


,,  „  *•  n  i7iv  Fishing'  for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling.  By  EDWARD 

Ke°HAMlLTON,  M.D1,yFFL  K,&?  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  _ 

Salmon'  Problems/  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  6d.  ;  cIoth,  3s.6d. 


«  *. - 4^l.r'«fiavs  in  Dovedale.  Beingan  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks’  Holiday 

A”  A"f»^ndrAA”uf/m.  K  *  1,  f  limp  U»lh«r-do.h,  gil.  1.  6d. 


Eb^h^WoodsTandTPasturea  New By  the  A-uthor  of  “  An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dove 

dale,”  “  Fmnk’s  Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  .s.  bd.  _ | 


The  Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  Illus. 
trated  by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fi-h  in  Gold,  Silver,  and  Colours.  First  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  15s. 


Modern  Improvements  in  Fishing  Tackle  and  Fish  Hooks.  By  H.  CHOLMON¬ 
DELEY-PENNELL.  With  Two  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  2s.  _ 


Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Crown  8vo.  Price  Cs. 

The  Sea-Fisheiman.  By  J.  C.  WILCOCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and 
Line  Fishing  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  and  Remarks  on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
Illustrated  with  Woodcuts  of  Leads,  Baited  Hooks,  Knots,  Nets,  Boats,  See.,  and  Detailed  Des¬ 
criptions  of  the  same.  _ _ _ _ 

Ninth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  clo'.h,  price  14s. 

Ronalds’  Fly-Fisher's  Entomology.  With  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and 
Artificial  Insect,  and  a  Few  Observations  and  Instructions  on  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing.  By 
ALFRED  RONALDS.  With  20  Coloured  Plates.  ,  , 

“  The  fly-fisher  who  does  not  possess  this  book  lacks  one  of  the  most  enchanting  works  ever  produced 
on  the  suoject.” — Fishing  Gazette. 

Near  and  Far:  an  Argler’s  Sketches  of  Home  Sport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 

WM.  SENIOR  (“Red  Spinner”),  Angling  Editor  of  IheField,  Author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches, 
&c.  New  and  cheaper  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  boards,  2s.  _ 

Sketches.  By  “  Red  Spinner”  (WM.  SENIOR).  Imp.  32mo,  boards,  Is. 


Ro 


tshing  in  Theory  and  in  Practice.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 
edition.  Price  in  cloth  extra,  25s.  Fully  Illustrated  by  Woodcuts,  ChroniQ’Lithographs, 

;ed  Stsel  Plates.  Pwspsctus  on  application. 


A  Quaint  Treatise  on  Flies  specimens  of  the  flies,  and  the  materials 

extra,  with  cardboard  ^  will  k.b fn  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world.  Also 

Only6 a^fi^w 'copies  left  ;  Xse  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam’s  Cabinet 

Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free. _ _ _ 

An  Angler’s  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated. 

Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  Cd. _ ; _ _ 

a  -Rook  of  the  Running  Brook:  and  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY  COLIN  CAMP- 

BBEI  L  mfo,  handsomefy  bound  in  grey  linen,  lettered  ,n  gold,  with  gilt  top,  5s. _ 

Hovy  and^here' tal’ish  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN.  With  Map  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  3s.  6d.  _ _ 


Notes  on  F  l  s hand Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY  M.A  With  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
cloth  extra,  363  pages,  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  bd.  to  ts. 


The  Art  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams. 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 


By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE,  F.R.C.S. 


— — .  r: — ~  cninnins-  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  J.  W.  MARTIN,  the 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  9th,  1891. 


THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  AN])  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF  1893. 

TO  BE  HELD  AT  CHICAGO. 

.n  commemoration  of  the  400th  Anniversary  of  the 
Discovery  of  America  by  Christopher  Columbus. 


We  have  pleasure  in  giving  publicity  to  the 
olio  wing  letters  from  the  gentlemen  who  have 
••barge  of  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Fisheries 
)f  the  great  Chicago  Exhibition  of  1893,  which 
ivill  undoubtedly  surpass  anything  of  the  kind 
ret  attempted. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  making  Dr.  James  A. 
lenshall’s  acquaintance  when  he  was  over  in 
Europe  a  year  or  two  back,  and  we  need  hardly 
ay  that  the  interests  of  anglers,  fishing  tackle 
oakers,  and  all  concerned  in  fishing,  could  not  be 
committed  to  more  competent  hands.  We  have 
to  doubt  most  of  our  leading  fishing  tackle  houses 
pill  be  represented. 

“  Washington,  April  22,  1891. 

“  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq  , 

“  Editor  Fishing  Gazette ,  London. 

“  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  appointed  special 
■gpnt  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Cowmissioo  aqcj  assistant 


to  the  board  of  management  in  connection  with 
the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  in 
1893.  As  such  it  will  be  my  special  duty  to  bring 
together  a  complete  and  comprehensive  display 
and  exhibit  of  everything  pertaining  to  angling. 
Of  course  we  expect  the  co-operation  of  British 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  fishing  tools,  tackle, 
and  appliances,  and  I  would  esteem  it  a  favour  if 
you  will  please  notice  my  appointment  in  the 
Gazette,  and  request  all  interested  to  apply  to  me 
for  particulars  and  details.  My  address  is — ‘  Care 
U.  S.  Fish  Commission,  Washington,  D.C.’ 

"  Of  course  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  at  the 
exposition.  We  will  have  the  grandest  exhibit  of 
anglers’  goods  and  tackle  ever  brought  together, 
which  it  will  be  worth  a  trip  across  the  herring- 
pond  to  see.  We  will  have  an  entire  building  for 
the  display,  135ft.  in  diameter  (being  ciroular), 
with  a.  pond  in  the  centre,  60ft.  diameter,  with 
fountain,  &c.  As  soon  as  the  proper  illustrations 
are  issued,  I  will  send  you  copies. — Yours  very 
truly»  J.  A.  Henshall.” 

By  the  same  mail  we  received  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Collins,  chief  of  the  Fish 
and  Fisheries  Department :  — 

“  Washington,  D.C.,  April  22,  1891. 

“R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

“  Editor  Fishing  Gazette ,  London. 

“  My  dear  Sir —Dr.  James  A.  Henshall  informed 
me  that  he  has  just  written  you  regarding  the 
part  the  fisheries  will  take  in  the  coming 
World’s  Exposition,  to  be  held  at  Chicago  in  1893, 
and  at  his  suggestion  I  forward  to  you  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  am  seuding  to 
American  firms  interested  in  the  fishery  business. 
Also,  I  append  a  small  note  containing  other  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  building,  classification  of 
fishery  material,  &c.,  from  which  you  may  be  able 
to  glean  something  of  interest.— Yours  very 
respectfully,  “  j.  w.  Collins, 

“  Chief,  Department  of  Fish  and  Fisheries. 

“  RS. — Harper's  Weekly  of  April  18  has  a  cut  of 
the  fisheries  buildings,  one  of  which— that  nearest 
the  lake— will  be  devoted  to  a  live  fish  exhibit.” 

*  J fc  * 

The  following  is  the  “note  ”  Mr.  Collins  refers 
to  :  — 

“  Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the 
fact  that  there  will  be  constructed  for  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,  which  opens  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  May  1,  1893,  a  group  of  buildings 
specially  designed  for  the  accommodation  and 
proper  display  of  exhibits  of  fish,  fisheries,  and 
fish  culture.  These  buildings  have  been  designed 
in  the  Spanish  style  by  Mr.  Henry  Ives  Cobb, 
who  has  given  to  them  a  grace,  elegance,  orna¬ 
mentation  and  colour  which  makes  them  pecu¬ 
liarly  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
intended. 

“  The  plans  are  now  completed,  and  work  has 
been  begun  on  the  site.  The  latter  is  a  small 
islet  in  Jackson  Park,  near  the  northern  outlet  to 
Lake  Michigan  of  the  ornamental  lagoon  ;  it  will 
be  exclusively  occupied  by  the  fisheries  buildings, 
which  all  concede  will  thus  be  most  admirably 
and  appropriately  located, 

“In  view  of  the  present  importance  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fisheries,  their  past  influence  on  the  settle¬ 
ment  and  development  of  this  continent,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  exceptional  results  attained 
in  fish  culture,  and  its  relation  to  the  present  and 
future  welfare  of  this  country,  it  is  a  matter  for 
special  gratification  that  such  splendid  provision 
has  been  made  by  the  World’s  Fair  management 
for  a  fisheries  exhibit.  And  this  is  all  the  more 
satisfactory  because  there  has  never  before  been  a 
similar  opportunity  in  the  United  States  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  public  all  that  pertains  to  one 
of  our  leading  industries,  which  heretofore  has 
been  little  understood. 

“  It  is,  therefore,  confidently  anticipated  that  all 
who  are  prominently  identified  with  fishing  and 
fish  culture  will  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  afforded  them  to  participate  in  the 
exposition,  and  thus  (while  placing  their  own  pro¬ 
ducts  before  the  public)  aid  in  bringing  to  the 
world’s  notice  all  that  has  made  America  markedly 
famous  in  these  branches  of  human  effort. 

“  It  is,  doubtless,  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more 
than  to  refer  to  the  importance  of  the  business  in 
which  you  are  engaged,  and  suggest  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  having  it  well  represented  at  the  World’s 
Fair. 

“  The  main  object  in  writing  to  you  now  is  to 
acquaint  ypu  with  the  facts  that  fiave  been  stated, 


and  to  ascertain  if  it  is  your  purpose  to  make  an 
exhibit.  If  so,  official  blanks  will  be  sent  you, 
upon  which  you  can  make  formal  application  fer 
space.  Also,  if  you  deem  it  requisite,  you  will 
be  provided  with  a  system  of  classification,  so  that 
you  may  be  fully  informed  as  to  what  classes  of 
material  may  properly  be  included  in  a  fisheries 
exhibit. 

“  An  early  reply  to  this  communication  will  be 
appreciated,  and  it  may  be  added  that  those  who 
propose  to  exhibit  will  be  wise  not  to  delay  in 
making  application.” 

The  main  building  will  be  450ft.  by  150ft.,  and 
will  be  connected  with  two  circular  buildings  on 
each  wing,  which  will  be  135ft.  in  diameter.  In 
one  of  the  circular  buildings  will  be  plaoed  an 
exhibit  of  fresh  and  salt  water  fish  in  aquaria,  and 
the  other  will  contain  a  fine  display  of  anglers’ 
goods. 


SALMON  TROLLING. 

-  A  DAY  ON  LOCH  NESS.  - 

By  H.  Munro. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  March,  the  month  con¬ 
sidered  by  all  to  be  the  great  month  of  the  year 
for  salmon  fishing.  My  friend  and  myself  bad 
gone  North  about  a  week  before  to  commence 
what  we  anticipated  would  be  a  splendid  fort¬ 
night’s  sport.  The  results  of  our  first  four  days 
were  thoroughly  disappointing,  for  though  we 
had  constantly  trolled  what  were  considered  the 
best  stretches  of  water  at  the  western  end  of  the 
loch,  we  had  not  even  seen  the  sigu  of  a  fiu. 

Our  non-success  at  this  part  did  not  tempt  us 
to  linger,  and  wo  resolved  after  a  short  consulta¬ 
tion  of  a  rather  solemn  nature  to  move  on  to 
pastures  new,  our  idea  being  that  in  the  less  dis¬ 
turbed  stretches  ten  miles  down  from  the  “Fort  ’ 
we  would  have  a  better  chance  of  success. 

We  were  knocked  up  at  5  30  a.m.,  and  a  few 
minutes  found  us  dressed  and  out,  taking  an 
anxious  preliminary  observation  of  the  weather 
forecast.  The  morning  was  perfectly  and  pro- 
vokingly  calm,  but  a  few  clouds  in  the  eastern 
sky  foretold  the  possibility  of  a  breeze  later  on. 
Having  therefore  got  everything  in  order  and 
ready,  and  having  regaled  ourselves  after  the 
truly  Highland  fashion  on  a  beaker  of  porridge 
and  milk,  a  thumping  salmon  steak,  a  cup  of 
coffee,  and  a  glass  of  “Long  John’s”  best  Ben 
Nevis  to  top  all  and  to  “  kill  the  MacGregors,”  we 
started  from  the  mouth  of  the  River  Oich. 

The  morning  air  was  still,  yet  keen  and  bracing, 
and,  as  already  said,  the  loch  was  as  clear  as 
glass.  The  sky  was  almost  cloudless,  and  the 
early  sun,  bathing  with  a  flood  of  light  the  moun¬ 
tains,  whoso  peaks  and  sides  glistened  like 
“  glaciers  clear  and  cold,”  was  just  peeping  over 
the  top  of  the  Sue,  making  golden  with  his  beams 
the  water  on  the  near  shore,  presenting  a  beauti¬ 
ful  contrast  to  the  greater  expanse  as  yet  under 
the  shadow  of  the  “everlasting  hills  ” 

We  rowed  straight  down  for  six  miles  to 
Kuockie  Pier,  keeping  at  a  goodly  distance  from 
the  shore,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  ground.  Here 
we  resolved  to  wait  for  the  wind. 

Nor  had  we  long  to  wait.  In  about  half  an- 
liour  a  breeze  started  from  the  east,  which 
soon  freshened,  and  we  now  had  before  us  one  of 
the  most  likely  stretches,  as  it  had  for  some  time 
back  been  very  little  fished.  The  day  was  now  ail 
that  could  be  desired,  and  we  began  to  set  to  under 
more  favourable  auspices  than  had  as  yet  fallen 
to  our  luck.  The  minnows  used  were  two  brown 
Phantoms,  a  small  one  about  3in.  on  the  inside 
rod,  and  a  larger  one  (4in.)  on  the  outside.  Theie 
minnows  are  the  general  favourites,  more  pai- 
ticnlarly  the  small  brown  with  golden  belly.  ' 

To  further  increase  the  deadly  nature  of  the 
bait,  our  sturdy  gillie,  the  faithful  Ronald 
MacDougall,  following  the  recipe  of  an  ancient 
and  a  time-honoured  custom,  solemnly  and  with 
great  unction - -spat  on  them. 

We  had  been  trolling  for  about  half-an-hour 
when  on  he  came,  and  to  our  delight  we  saw  the 
stone — placed  on  the  line  on  the  seat  of  the  boat 
to  cause  the  fish  to  he  struck— fly  2ft.  in  the  air, 
and  out  ran  the  line  at  a  terrible  lick.  A  heavy 
fish  had  taken  the  little  brown  on  the  shore 
side,  and  flinging  himself  with  a  sudden  heave 
about  4ft.  in  the  air,  ran  out  with  over  70yds.  of 
line. 

Ronald  then  backed  the  boat  with  all  his 
might,  haying  first  hauled  th§  other  liqe  in  L^ud 
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over  hand,  until  our  fish,  fairly  tired  out  by  his 
run,  showed  signs  of  becoming  more  manageable. 

We  got  him  into  deep  water,  where  after 
making  other  two  runs  and  sulking  for  a  short 
tkne,  Ronald  gaffed  him  beautifully.  He  was  a 
splendid  fish,  fresh  run,  and  as  bright  as  polished 
silver,  turning  the  scales  at  26lb. 

Having  drunk  to  the  first  blood  drawn,  and 
with  the  enthusiasm  begot  of  success,  we  at  once 
set  off  in  quest  of  further  prey — I  say  prey,  be¬ 
cause  we  were  now  quite  bloodthirsty.  We 
rowed  down  for  about  a  mile  before  we  got  our 
minnows  out,  and  turning  round  we  came  back 
over  the  same  ground,  knowing  that  probably 
there  would  be  another  lying  near  the  spot  where 
we  had  broken  the  wearisome  monotony  of  our, 
until  now,  unsuccessful  week. 

We  would  have  taken  a  wider  detour  and  given 
the  ground  a  longer  rest,  but  were  afraid  of  being 
outdone  by  another  boat  which  we  saw  coming 
down  in  the  distance. 

We  trolled  very  carefully  and  quietly,  taking 
all  the  ins  and  outs  as  we  went  along.  When  we 
were  some  25yds.  beyond  the  black  rock  off 
which  we  had  taken  our  fish,  we  again  had  the 
good  fortune  to  find  ourselves  once  more  in  luck, 
and  the  excitement  from  which  we  had  well-nigh 
recovered  commenced  anew  and  grew  apace  with 
the  successive  and  gallant  struggles  of  another 
grand  fish,  which  when  we  had  played  for  about 
half-an-hour  felt  the  cold  steel  of  the  gaff  and 
was  walloping  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 

We  had  now  fairly  earned  our  dinner,  and  were 
in  fact  rather  painfully  conscious  of  a  peculiar 
sharp  sensation  in  a  familiar  region  known  to  the 
anatomist  under  the  appellation  of  epigastrium. 
Having  procured  a  suitable  landing-place  we  made 
for  the  shore,  and  here  our  valiant  attack  on 
everything  which  constituted  our  well- stocked 
larder  if  possible  eclipsed  our  performances  on 
water.  Ronald  in  particular  proved  himself  as 
great  a  hero  on  land  as  on  sea,  or  rather  loch. 
Last,  but  not  least,  we  may  mention  that  the 
valiant  “  Long  John  ”  again  came  on  the  scene, 
to  the  utter  discomfiture  of  the  MacGregor. 
After  a  pipe  of  peace  we  made  a  fresh  start. 

By  this  time  the  wind  had  risen  considerably, 
and  we  had  great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  loch 
without  getting  an  unpleasant  ducking.  We  had 
rowed,  or  rather  drifted  up  with  the  wind,  for  a 
good  two  hours,  with  the  result  that  we  had  given 
up  all  hopes  of  any  more  sport,  when  to  crown 
an  already  highly  successful  day  and  at  a  very 
unlikely  spot  a  fish  came  on.  In  twenty  exciting 
minutes  he  joined  his  two  comrades  in  our  boat. 

This  ended  our  day’s  sport,  and  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  day’s  sport,  too.  We  arrived  at  our  “  digs  ” 
thoroughly  at  peace  with  ourselves  and  the  world 
and — the  gillie. 

The  weather  was  much  the  same  all  that  week 
—  a  steady  wind  from  the  east  and  a  clear  sunny 
sky — and  yet  that  day  was  our  only  successful 
one.  Fish  on  Loch  Ness  certainly  take  best  with 
a  west  wind  and  rain  ;  but  first-rate  catches  have 
been  obtained  on  days  which  would  generally  be 
put  down  as  most  unlikely. 

The  hotels  of  Foyers,  Invermoriston,  Drumna- 
drocnit,  and  Fort  Augustus  have  the  privilege  of 
giving  salmon  fishing  to  their  guests.  The  same 
privilege  can  also  be  enjoyed  by  obtaining  a  permit 
from  any  of  the  riparian  owners,  which  conveys 
the  right  to  fish  over  the  whole  of  the  loch. 
Yellow  trout  fishing  is  best  in  June,  July  and 
August,  and  is  not  preserved. 


QUITE  ANOTHER  (FISH)  STORY. 

Giving  Up  Fishing  ! 

“  I’m  going  to  give  up  fishing,” 

Said  I  to  an  old  friend  ; 

“  For  worthier  work  I’m  wishing  : 

’Tis  ne’er  too  late  to  mend.” 

My  friend,  with  such  a  swishing 
Sweet  smile  (a  sneer  almost), 

Said  :  “  You’ll  give  up  the  fishing 

When  you  give  up — the  ghost.” 

A.  R.  I.  E.  L. 


Now  is  the  time  for  introducing  vegetable  and  animal  life 
into  lUh  ponds.  List  of  water  plants  on  application.  Mollusca 
supplied  now  in  prime  spawning  condition,  by  which  moans  a 
nrood  is  secured  which  will  never  die  out,  but  produces  a  con¬ 
tinually  increasing  supply.  Also  Crustaceans  (for  fattening  and 
making  pink  fleshed  Trout).— Write  to  J.  J.  Armistead,  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries,  and  ask  for  list  of  fish,  fry,  ova,  &c.  By  far 
the  oldest  established  concern  in  Britain.  Gold  and  Silver  and 
Bronze  Medals,  Diplomas,  &e.  - 
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Trout  Season  in  Connecticut. — Ansonia, 
Conn.,  April  4. — The  trout  season  opened  in  this 
State  on  Wednesday  after  a  winter  which  has 
been  most  favourable  for  the  fish,  and  big  strings 
were  expected.  The  three  days  preceding  Wed¬ 
nesday  were  not  such  as  to  induce  the  fish  to  take 
the  hook.  The  air  was  cold  and  raw,  and  the 
water  was  nearly  freezing.  But  the  first  day  of 
April  is  improved,  no  matter  what  the  weather 
has  been  before  it,  and  so  it  was  this  year.  The 
average  Connecticut  trout  fisherman  does  not  use 
a  fly.  He  does  not  understand  the  art  of  casting, 
and  besides,  the  brooks  are  not  such  that  a  cast 
can  well  be  made.  This  season  he  had  to  use 
dynamite  to  blast  out  his  worms,  and  he  wished 
before  night  that  he  had  provided  some  means  for 
warming  his  fingers.  So  far  the  catches  have  not 
been  large.  Probably  Senator  Platt,  of  Meriden, 
was  the  most  successful  fisherman  in  the  State. 
He  returned  on  Wednesday  night  with  an  even 
hundred,  none  of  which  was  under  41b.  in  weight, 
while  some  were  nearly  lib.  He  fished  a  private 
brook.  Mr.  George  Rawson,  of  Norwich,  comes 
second  on  the  list.  His  string  footed  up  fifty-eight, 
and  weighed  131b.  He  never  tells  where  he  gets 
his  fish.  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  also  of  Norwich, 
came  in  a  good  third  with  thirty-nine.  Several 
strings  of  twent}'  were  also  exhibited.  H.  B. 
Brandt  and  C.  W.  Allen  sustained  the  reputation 
of  Manchester’s  brooks  with  ten  each,  all  of  good 
size.  Disputing  the  honour  of  second  place  with 
Mr.  Stewart  are  the  Goodrich  brothers,  of  Meri¬ 
den.  Between  them  they  hooked  fifty,  the  weight 
of  which  just  equalled  those  of  Mr.  Stewart’s 
string.  Down  Bridgeport  way  Prof.  Killingbeck, 
of  the  Barnum  gymnasium,  led,  with  eleven  trout 
taken  from  a  stream  in  Stratford.  The  average 
weight  was  |lb.  A.  H.  Porter,  of  Bristol,  visited 
the  brooks  in  Ellington  and  showed  fifty-four  fish, 
weighing  in  all  141b.  This  breaks  the  first-day 
record  in  Ellington.  Wallingford  streams  contri¬ 
buted  thirty  fair-sized  fish  to  J.  P.  Stevenson. 
Winsted  fishermen  also  reported  fair  luck  for  the 
day.  L.  C.  Coe  exhibited  twenty-four;  James 
L.  Eaton,  twelve  ;  Benjamin  Stevens,  twenty- 
three;  David  Maxwell,  twenty-six;  and  Charles 
Hyde,  twelve.  These  are  all  from  common  brooks, 
which  were  stocked  at  the  State’s  expense. 
Edward  L.  Smith,  of  New  London,  probably  holds 
the  palm  for  the  largest  fish,  though  he  only 
caught  that  one.  It  tipped  the  scales  at  lib.  3oz. 
The  next  day  he  visited  the  same  pool  and  pulled 
outitsmate,  which  lackedbut2oz.  of  lib.  One  pecu¬ 
liarity  of  the  fishing  this  season  is  the  number  of 
“  posted  ”  streams.  Almost  every  brook  around 
which  lingers  any  legend  of  trout  ever  having 
been  caught  in  it  has  been  posted,  but  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred  no  name  is  signed 
to  the  notice.  Legal  sportsmen  say  this  invali¬ 
dates  them,  and  they  will  pay  no  attention  to 
such  notices.  One  old  farmer  in  Hungtington, 
through  whose  land  a  famous  trout  stream  flows, 
said  that  he  had  not  posted  a  notice  yet,  and 
never  intended  to.  Some  Bridgeport  sportsmen 
came  to  him  two  weeks  ago  and  asked  permission 
to  tack  up  a  few  cloth  “  bills  ”  on  his  land.  He 
gave  the  desired  permission  without  reading 
them,  and  discovered  afterwards  that  they  were 
notices  forbidding  fishing  in  his  brook,  but  were 
without  signature.  They  were  torn  down.  In 
Newtown  a  fishing  club  has  taken  advantage  of 
the  game  laws,  and,  having  stocked  a  stream,  have 
“  posted  ”  it.  Now  they  forbid  even  the  owners 
of  the  land  through  which  the  stream  runs  from 
fishing  in  it.  A  test  case  is  to  be  brought  to  test 
if  this  is  legal. — New  Yorlc  Sun. 


Fairford  Park  Water. — The  stretch  of  water 
from  the  Fairford  Town  Bridge  to  the  mill  was 
very  lively  the  first  fortnight  of  this  month  with 
trout  rolling  and  rising  at  Duns  in  the  mornings 
from  ten  to  twelve,  big  fish  going  two  or  three 
yards  to  take  a  fly.  This  rolling  rise  is  always  seen 
in  April,  and  any  one  observing  the  commotion  in 
the  water  at  such  times  would  suppose  that  a 
glorious  season,  indeed,  was  in  store.  But  this 
hungry  rise  lasts  a  very  little  while,  and  before 
the  month  is  past  they  settle  down  in  their  haunts, 
the  big  ones  mostly  feeding  on  larva  from  the  river¬ 
bed,  minnows,  or  caddis.  On  the  approach  of  the 
May-fly  the  Alders  will  tempt  the  larger  fish  to 


come  forth,  finishing  off  a  few  days  later  on  the 
fattening  May-fly.  We  now  want  rain  and  more 
genial  weather  for  the  daily  general  rise  of  medium- 
size  fish  and  youngsters.  Colonel  Porter  and 
party  were  fishing  this  part  of  the  water  a  few 
days  ago.  Sir  Gerald  FitzGerald  killed  a  braca 
of  fish  in  the  mill  pool  by  throwing  a  straight  line, 
and  slightly  moving  the  tip  of  rod  to  give  a  life 
movement  to  the  March  Brown.  The  brace 
weighed  2Hb.  Miss  Porter  is  becoming  quite  an 
adept  in  the  art  of  dry-fly  fishing.  She  was  fishing 
down  stream  (the  wind  a  gale)  with  a  long  line, 
throwing  it  straight  out ;  but  before  the  fly  touched 
the  water  a  slight  movement  of  the  wrist  brought 
the  gut  cast  and  fly  a  little  back,  and  allowed  it  to 
float  over  the  fish  without  a  drag.  It  is  very 
pretty  to  see  a  lady  fishing  up  stream  where  the 
bank  is  high,  kneeling  gracefully  as  she  gives  her 
fly  a  few  whisks  in  mid-air  to  dry  it,  and  then 
presents  it  to  a  rising  fish  with  a  little  hover  in 
the  air  before  alighting,  like  a  natural  insect,  about 
Sin.  above  the  nose  of  the  fish.  Prettier  still  is  it 
to  see  her  kill  her  trout,  one  succeeding  another, 
by  artistic  work  throughout.  Although  angling  is 
a  minor  sport  with  Colonel  Porter,  I  fancy,  from 
his  style  of  throwing,  that  he  must  get  into  some 
big  ones  in  the  May-fly  season.  Indeed,  he  is  a 
thorough  sportsman,  as  he  breeds  numbers  of 
pheasants  and  preserves  plenty  of  foxes,  thereby 
giving  good  sport  to  his  numerous  friends.  Three 
weeks  ago,  he  put  in  the  Park  Broad  water  a  con¬ 
signment  of  Lochleven  trout  (yearlings),  which 
arrived  in  splendid  condition  ;  and  having  netted 
and  killed  almost  every  pike  in  this  part  of  the 
preserves,  we  hope  many  will  grow  into  mature 
fish  and  give  sport  hereafter.—"  March  Brown ,” 
in  the  "  Field.”  _ 


County  Antrim  Millowners  and  the  Fisheries 
Question. — An  important  appeal  from  a  magis¬ 
terial  decision  was  decided  by  Mr.  Henry  Fitz- 
gibbon,  Q.C.,  County  Court  Judge  for  Antrim,  at 
the  Belfast  Quarter  Sessions.  Mr.  C.  J.  Webb, 
J.P.,  millowner,  Randalstown,  appealed  from  a 
decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at  Randals¬ 
town  on  the  7th  April,  fining  appellant  £1  on  a 
summons,  for  that  he  as  a  millowner  using  tur¬ 
bines,  had  no  adequate  protection  for  the  safety 
of  salmon  fry.  His  honour  reversed  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates,  holding  that  the  evidence  re¬ 
garding  the  machinery  and  the  grating  were  not 
sufficient  to  sustain  a  conviction. 


Advice  to  Would-be  Thames  Anglers. — “  In 
conclusion,  we  would  offer  the  would-be  Thames 
angler  the  possession  of  an  invaluable  wrinkle  or 
two,  which  are  the  whole  secret  of  the  art,  as 
regards  the  Thames.  Fish  as  fine  and  as  far  off 
as  you  conveniently  can.  Do  not  kick  up  a  row, 
nor  tumble  into  the  water,  nor  fall  asleep  on  a 
weir  beam,  nor  drink  too  much  bottled  stout  in 
hot  weather.  Smoke  as  much  as  you  like— it’s  a 
contemplative  recreation,  inclining  to  quiet,  and 
moreover  keeps  the  mouth  shut.  See  that  all 
your  baits  are  not  only  well  scoured,  but  as  clear, 
clean,  and  brilliant  as  possible — there  is  more  in 
this  than  people  think  for.  Do  not  overdo  your 
ground-baiting— a  little  of  what  is  generally  used  - 
would  not  only  suffice,  but  vastly  improve  your 
takes.  Whenever  you  bait  a  pitch,  bait  it  twenty- 
four  hours  previous  to  using  it;  and  practise 
sedulously  that  amiable  quality,  patience. 
Beyond  all  this,  as  a  sportsman  and  no  pot¬ 
hunter,  return  to  the  water  all  under-size  fish,  or 
fish  that  you  do  not  require  for  some  purpose ; 
and  see  that  this  is  done— do  not  leave  it  to  the 
fishermen.  Keep  a  civil  tongue  to  all  folk — and 
so  mote  ye  prosper  !  The  charge  for  man  and 
punt  above  Richmond  is  seven  shillings  per  day, 
and  the  man’s  dinner,  or  about  the  same  price  as 
good  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing.  Almost  all 
the  stations  named  can  be  reached  either  by  or 
from  stations  on  the  South-Western  or  Great 
Western  Railways.” — Francis  Francis ,  in  his 
“ Angler's  Register,”  I860. 

Monster  Shark  Landed  at  Aberdeen. — A  few 
days  ago,  the  trawler  Bonito  (Captain  Adams) 
caught,  about  nine  miles  from  shore,  a  shark, 
which  is  reckoned  by  many  to  be  the  largest  ever 
discharged  at  the  Fish  Market.  The  fish,  which 
is  15ft.  long  and  weighs  about  25cwt.,  was  sold 
by  auction  to  Mr.  Robert  Walker,  fish  merchant, 
who  purposes  extracting  from  it  oil,  and  using  the 
carcase  for  manure. 
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Fishery  Prosecution.— At  Tallaglit  Petty  Ses¬ 
sions,  on  29th  April,  John  Coombs  and  Patrick 
Evans,  of  the  labouring  class,  were  prosecuted 
for  using  a  large  wire  net  in  tho  river  Dodder,  at 
Bornabreena,  for  the  capture  of  trout,  on  the 
12th  ult.  Sergeant  Hynes,  R.l  C.,  of  Tal- 
laght,  proved  the  offence,  and  produced  the  net 
in  court  which  he  seized  on  the  occasion.  The 
magistrates,  taking  into  consideration  the  class 
of  life  of  the  defendants,  and  it  being  their  first 
offence,  fined  each  the  minimum  penalty  of  ten 
shillings,  or  seven  days’  imprisonment.  They 
had  some  trout  in  their  possession  when  detected. 
Mr.  William  Dodd,  clerk  to  the  conservators  of 
fisheries,  conducted  the  prosecution. 


The  Growth  of  Lochleven  Trout. — Amongst 
the  answers  which  I  have  received  lately  to  in 
quiries  respecting  the  growth  of  Lochleven  trout 
is  one  from  Mr.  John  Gerrard,  of  Wakefield,  a 
keen  angler  and  fish  culturist,  and  a  member  of 
tho  Northern  Anglers’  Association.  When  I  saw 
him  in  Wakefield  four  years  ago,  he  told  me  that 
a  small  lake  in  the  district  had  been  stocked  with 
Lochlevens,  and  the  information  he  gives  respect¬ 
ing  the  result  is  as  follows  :  “  We  have  been  hatch- 
ing  eyed  ova  of  Sal-mo  Levenensis  from  Ilowietoun 
since  1880.  In  the  main,  our  experience  agrees 
with  yours  as  to  size.  I  have  one  of  5^1b.  iu 
weight  taken  out  of  a  nursery  pond,  one  5lb.,  and 
another  41b.  have  been  taken  from  the  same. 
These  are  abnormal,  from  having  fed  on  the  smaller 
trout.  It  is  a  bad  pond  to  net,  and  the  three  fish 
above  escaped  us  in  different  years.  In  our  main 
sheet  of  water  in  which  we  fish  we  are  constantly 
netting  for  pike.  The  heaviest  trout  seen  did  not 
pull  over  21b.  These  fish  vary  in  age  from  eight 
to  three  years.  We  have  netted  out  nearly  five 
hundred  pike  this  last  two  mouths,  from  111b. 
downwards.  I  have  seen  a  lib.  jack  with  a  9in. 
trout  inside  him,  and  one,  Hb.  in  weight,  had  a 
7 in.  trout  inside.  Trout  go’ for  one  another  to  a 
fine  tune.  A  little  trout  (6|in.)  had. a  Sin.  trout ; 
the  beggar  had  choked  in  trying  to  get  it  down.-’ 
Even  in  Lake  Vyrnwy  it  will  have  been  noticed, 
from  the  weekly  reports,  that  although  an 
occasional  two-pounder  is  taken,  a  pound  seems 
to  be  the  average  size,  and  the  same  experience 
has  been  noted  in  the  well-stocked  lakes  of 
Bellagio,  Snrrey.— “  IF.  S.”  in  the  “  Field.” 


Tameness  of  a  Kingfisher. — During  the  late 
severe  weather,  a  lady  in  the  village  of  Stoke 
Fleming, near  Dartmouth,  was  in  the  habit  of  feed¬ 
ing  the  birds  with  fragments  from  the  breakfast- 
table.  Among  her  many  pensioners,  a  kingfisher 
was  in  the  habit  of  claiming  his  share  of  the  food 
given.  As  there  were  some  scraps  of  meat  thrown 
out,  it  is  probable  the  bird  chose  them  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  crumbs  of  bread  which  were 
greedily  devoured  by  the  other  claimants.  There 
is  a  small  stream  of  water  close  at  hand,  where  a 
kingfisher  is  sometimes  seen.  The  bird  sat  on  the 
woodwork  of  the  verandah  while  the  scraps  were 
being  thrown  out.— R.  J.  B. 


Fishing  at  Stratford  on-Avon. — “Sir, — I  am 
directed  by  the  River  and  Bancroft  Committee  to 
call  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  your  paper  of  the 
24th  inst..  stating  that  the  charge  for  fishing  in 
the  Corporation  water  is  one  shilling  and  six¬ 
pence  per  day.  I  beg  to  say  that  this  is  not  the 
case,  and  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  charges 
for  your  inspection.  I  trust  you  will  see  that 
the  proper  charges  are  in  future  stated. — I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  Arthur  M.  Cox,  Borough 
Chamberlain. — Borough  Chamberlain  and  Ac¬ 
countant’s  Office,  Stratford-on-Avon,  April  28.” 
For  the  benefit  of  our  piscatorial  readers  we  give 
below  the  list  of  charges  kindly  enclosed  by  Mr. 
Cox: — The  Corporation  fishing  extends  from  the 
notice  board  at  the  Wash  to  the  notice  board  in 
Ham  Meadow.  Ticket-holders  are  permitted  to 
fish  from  the  Bancroft  Gardens,  all  Corporation 
property,  and  land  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  J.  J. 
Davis  and  Messrs.  Flower  and  Sons.  This  fishery 
ticket  is  issued  subject  to  the  following  rules  and 
regulations  : — Scale  of  charges— Day  tickets  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  trout  and  pike),  sixpence  ;  season  ditto, 
five  shillings ;  day  tickets  (trout  and  pike  only), 
two  shillings ;  season  ditto,  ten  shillings.  Special 
tickets  (exclusive  of  trout  and  pike),  available  for 
the  entire  season,  from  June  16  to  March  14,  on 
Thursday  and  Saturday  afternoons  only,  may  be 


obtained  by  all  residents  within  the.  borough  on 
application  to  the  Borough  Chamberlain  for  one 
shilling  each.  -  Birmingham  Daily  Gazette. 

A  Curiosity  in  Angling. — On  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon,  28th  ult.,  Mr.  Turle,  of  St.  James’s-street, 
Taunton,  caught  a  trout  at  French  Weir  in  a 
very  peculiar  way.  Although  he  has  fished  the 
neighbourhood  of  Taunton  for  the  past  forty 
years,  this  veteran  angler  never  before  caught  a 
fish  in  such  a  peculiar  manner.  He  cast  the  fly 
in  his  usual  form,  and  a  moderate-sized  trout  rose 
to  it.  He  struck,  and  as  he  thought,  hooked  it. 
For,  its  size  it  gave  an  unusually  strong  and 
strange  pull,  and  when  landed  Mr.  Turle  found 
that  the  fish  was  not  hooked  at  all,  but  his  gut 
had  formed  a  loop  with  the  hook,  which  held  the 
fish  in  the  middle  of  the  body.  Having  on,  of 
course,  more  than  one  fly,  the  fish  had  evidently 
risen  to  the  foremost,  and  in  striking  the  end 
hook  must  have  become  entangled  with  the  cast 
of  gut  so  as  to  form  a  noose,  which  fastened 
round  the  body  of  the  fish.  Such  a  novel  way  of 
landing  a  trout  is  not  often  heard  of,  and  may  be 
of  interest  to  tho  angling  fraternity. — Somerset 
County  Gazette. 


Ardennes  Trout  Fishing. — I  have  seen  several 
letters  in  the  Field  with  regard  to  fishing  in  the 
Ardennes,  particularly  at  Eprave.  Having  been 
a  resident  in  this  country  for  over  six  years,  I 
think  I  can  give  you  some  useful  information, 
which  may  benefit  any  sportsman  who  intends 
travelling  in  that  direction.  The  fishing  at 
Eprave  belongs  almost  entirely  to  M.  Marneff, 
who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  principal  hotel,  called 
the  Hotel  Marneff.  It  is  small,  but  comfortable  ; 
the  food  and  cooking  far  better  than  any  I  have 
met  with  in  the  Ardennes.  Visitors  staying  there 
have  the  right  to  fish,  and,  under  favourable 
circumstances,  a  good  basket  of  trout  may  be 
taken.  The  trout  in  some  parts  of  the  river  run 
large.  I  may  add  that  the  pension  at  the  hotel  is 
five  francs  a  day,  everything  included,  except,  of 
course,  wine,  beer,  &c. ;  and  visitors  are  made  in 
every  way  comfortable. — “  Fisherman  ”  (Rochefort 
les  Ardennes,  April  23),  “  Field.” 


Mussel  Cultivation  in  the  Tweed —At  a 
meeting  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  Northumber¬ 
land  Sea  Fisheries  District  Committee  at  New¬ 
castle  on  Wednesday,  the  question  of  cultivating 
mussels  for  bait  for  fishermen  was  uuder  con¬ 
sideration.  It  was  stated  that  many  mussels  this 
year  had  been  brought  from  Holland  to  the  East 
Coast  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  fishing  industry 
had  been  stopped  for  a  while  when  the  Baltic  was 
frozen  over.  County  Councillor  Gilroy  pointed 
out  that  the  estuary  of  tho  Tweed  was  a  suitable 
place  for  the  cultivation  of  mussels,  and  said  he 
had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Doull,  fishery  officer, 
that  from  sixty  to  two  hundred  tons  of  these  shell 
fish  had  been  removed  in  the  year  from  the  bed 
of  the  river.  The  clerk  to  the  Northumberland 
Sea  Fisheries  District  Committee  stated  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  power  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  cultivation  of  mussels  in  the  Tweed,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  lay  the  matter  before  them. 


Rypeck  or  Ripeck. — “  O.  O.  D.”  should  read 
No.  728,  April  4,  page  214,  in  which  Mr.  Sachs 
explains  that  the  word  has  probably  arisen  from 
the  punt-pole  being  shod  with  a  double  iron  prong 
placed  “  awry,”  as  the  letter  Y,  and  called 
a-rypeck.  In  No.  729,  April  11,  page  229,  Mr. 
Henry  Sargeant  is  of  opinion  that  the  word  is 
derived  from  the  river  itself,  and  should  be  river 
pick.  Mr.  Skeat  does  not  give  the  word  in  his 
etymological  dictionarj7. 


Visitors  to  Loch  Maree. — The  season  at  Loch 
Maree  may  be  said  to  have  already  commenced. 
Last  week  the  Duke  of  Athole,  accompanied  by  his 
daughter  Lady  Evelyn  Stewart  Murray,  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  and  enjoyed  their 
stay  in  the  district  immensely.  They  both  ex¬ 
pressed  themselves  as  charmed  with  the  scenery 
aud  facilities  offered  for  visiting  the  numerous 
islands  and  boating  on  the  loch.  Lady  Evelyn, 
who  is  an  accomplished  Gaelic  speaker,  visited  the 
shepherds’  people,  who,  it  will  bo  remembered, 
her  Majesty  also  visited,  and  conversed  in  a 
homely  way  with  the  old  folks  in  their  native 
tongue.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  yr.  of  Gairloch,  and  tho 


Hon.  Mrs.  Mackenzie  also  paid  a  visit  to  Loch 
Maree  Hotel  last  week,  and  left  for  the  South 
amid  the  good  wishes  of  their  many  friends  in  tho 
district.  Several  gentlemen  from  Inverness  are 
at  present  enjoying  good  fishing  on  the  loch.  The 
weather  is  delightful,  and  there  is  every  promise 
of  a  very  good  season. — Inverness  Courier. 


The  Question  of  “Utter”  Fishing  on  the 
Shannon. — Important  Prosecution  at  Nenagh. — 
The  subject  of  “  otter  ”  fishing  on  the  Shannon, 
which  was  before  the  House  of  Commons  and 
pronouuced  illegal  a  couple  of  nights  ago,  derives 
a  good  deal  of  local  importance  and  practical 
interest  from  the  fact  that  there  was  a  prosecution 
for  this  alleged  offence  at  the  Nenagh  Petty 
Sessions  on  Saturday,  the  defendant  being  Mr. 
Anthony  Parker,  of  Castlelough.  The  practice  of 
“  otter  ”  fishing  appears  to  have  been  very  com¬ 
mon  on  the  Shannon  hitherto.  Whether  the 
statement  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or  the 
decision  in  the  case  pending  in  Nenagh,  will  have 
the  effect  of  checking  it  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is 
alleged  at  all  events  that  Mr.  Parker  has  himself 
raised  the  issue  in  this  instance  and  is  making  it 
a  test  case.  The  summons  was  brought  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  John  Bindon  Alton,  secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Fishery  Conservators,  who  charged 
Mr.  Parker  with  having  used  an  “  otter  ”  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  fish  in  afresh  water  lake — Lough 
Dergh — at  Castlelough  Mr.  E.F.  Guerin  appeared 
for  the  prosecution  ;  Mr.  Nolan  and  Mr.  Alichael 
Gleeson  for  the  defence.  The  court  was  crowded 
during  the  proceedings.  TVIr.  Nolan  :  This  is  a 
prosecution  brought  against  Mr.  Parker  under  the 
Fishery  Act  charging  him  with  using  an  “  otter  ” 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish  in  a  fresh-water 
lake  on  the  13th  of  this  month.  After  a  squabble 
columns  long  about  a  witness,  the  court  adjourned 
the  case  for  a  week. 


$otcs 

We  regret  to  sav  that  the  well-known  fi3h 
painter,  Mr.  T.  G.  Targett,  died  at  Salisbury  on 
April  25.  Mr.  Targett  was  only  sixty-three.  We 
shall  next  week  givo  a  portrait  and  memoir. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  “  a  company  (sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Midland  Riilway  Company  of 
Ireland)  is  starting  to  build  several  good  hotels  in 
Cjnnemara.”  Just  what  is  wanted. 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang  killed  an  181b.  salmon  on  the 
Eden,  at  Corby,  on  Tuesday. 


There  died  at  Edinburgh  lately  an  old  and  re¬ 
spected  inhabitant,  Mr.  Audrew  Currie.  As  a 
sculptor  he  was  better  known  than  an  angler, 
but  many  hours  he  spent  by  the  river  side.  He 
had  been  reading  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
by  his  son — Mr.  George  H.  Currie — “Leistering 
on  Yarrow,”  and  almost  his  last  words  were,  “Aye, 
George,  your  leistering  story  is  fair,  but  I  could 
tell  many  of  a  far  more  exciting  interest  which 
took  place  in  Ettrick  in  my  young  days!”  Mr. 
Currie  was  seventy-eight  when  he  departed  this 
life  and  was  hearty  to  the  last — he  dropped  dead 
while  taking  his  morning  pipe  and  walk.  He  was 
personally  acquainted  in  his  younger  days  with 
Sir  Walter,  Professor  Wilson,  Hogg  the  Ettrick 
Shepherd,  and  many  more  worthies  of  their  day 
and  generation.  We  are  sure  our  readers  will  join 
in  our  regret  at  tho  loss  Mr.  Currie’s  family  have 
sustained  ;  they  have  our  sincerest  sympathy. 
Mr.  Currie  has  left  a  diary  and  MS.,  dating  from 
1831,  and  we  hope  some  of  his  experiences  will  be 
published.  _ 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Price,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Beddington  Fly  fishing  Club,  hooked  and  landed 
herself  a  pretty  trout  of  21b.  2oz.,  in  the  club 
water  on  the  Wandle,  on  the  6th  May.  If  Mr.  P. 
does  not  have  that  trout  “  set  up,”  well — but  he 
will.  The  same  day  another  member  distin¬ 
guished  himself  by  almost  extinguishing  himself 
in  the  Tumbling  Bay.  We  shall  not  forget  being 
within  the  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  of  doing 
the  same  once  at  the  same  place. 


Perch  Spawn.— Should  now  be  ordered  at  once.  Hatches 
in  ponds  without  trouble,  no  apparatus  required.  Printed 
instructions  free  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage.— J.  J.  Armistead, 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries, 
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A  TALE  OF  A  PIE— CHASED  BY  A 
PIKE— A  PARTING  SHOT. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

A  bitterly  cold  evening  in  February.  A  grey 
afternoon  rapidly  changing  to  a  black  night.  A 
cruel  north-east  wind  cutting  me  almost  in  two. 
Four  miles  of  dreary  turnpike  road  before  I  could 
reach  home.  No  companion  but  my  pipe  and  a 
mODgrel  cur  that  had  sneaked  up  to  me  a  mile  or 
so  back,  and  had  persisted  i  i  following  at  my 
heels.  Even  the  cur  was  some  company,  and 
mongrel  bred  as  he  was,  there  was  some¬ 
thing  in  his  eyes  that  prompted  me  to  refrain 
from  compelling  him  to  follow  a  road  in  a  con¬ 
trary  direction  to  my  own. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  the  bright  flickering 
light  seen  through  the  red  blinds  of  a  little  way- 
side  inn — suggestive  of  a  huge  log  fire  and  “egg- 
fillip  ”  within— tempted  me  to  leave  the  highway, 
raise  the  latch  of  the  door,  and  seek  the  warm 
shelter  of  the  cosy  half-bar  half- smoking-room, 
that  the  passage  with  clean,  red  brick  floor  led 
to.  A  handsome  pike  of  more  than  201b.  weight, 
mounted  and  preserved  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
the  taxidermist,  attracted  my  attention,  and  I 
was  more  than  surprised  to  see  hung  in  the  back 
of  the  case  a  child’s  slipper — one  of  those  with 
straps  and  a  button,  that  some  of  us  wore  with 
white  socks  years  back. 

“  That’s  father’s  tale,”  said  the  young  woman 
who  was  watching  over  the  interests  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment,  in  answer  to  my  very  natural  inquiry  as 
to  the  connection  between  the  pike  and  the  slipper. 
“  He’s  iu  the  other  room.  There  has  been  a 
gentleman  fishing  in  the  lake  to-day,  and  they  are 
talking  together.” 

At  my  request  [I  was  shown  into  “  the  other 
room.’’  Deal  tables,  a  sanded  floor,  a  huge  fire 
in  the  old-fashioned  grate,  a  something  which 
appeared  to  me  like  a  large  candle  extinguisher, 
and  which  I  afterwards  learned  was  a  “  beer- 
warmer,”  stuck  iu  the  glowing  ember3,  and  a 
company  of  four,  three  of  whom  were  listening 
to  the  discourse  of  the  fourth,  whom  I  correctly 
surmised  to  be  the  landlord.  One  of  the  other 
three  was  an  individual  who  could  have  easily 
“pulled  the  beam”  at  20st.  He  was  smoking  a 
long  clay  pipe,  which  he  loosely  held  in  his  hand, 
the  bowl  and  greater  part  of  the  stem  resting  upon 
his  capacious  stomach  ;  a  Sheffield  shaft  would  be 
out  of  it  with  this  gentleman  from  a  smoking 
point  of  view ;  he  was  dressed  half-farmer,  half¬ 
game-keeper  style,  and  his  face  would  have  made 
an  excellent  danger  signal.  The  second  individual 
was  a  short,  thin,  wee  little  man  ;  if  he  weighed 
seven  stone,  it  was  as  much  as  ever.  He  had 
the  general  appearance  of  a  tailor,  which  as  a 
matter  of  fact  he  was.  The  third  was  the  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  been  fishing  in  the  lake,  an 
elaborately  got  up  specimen  of  a  sportsman,  who 
seemed  very  proud  of  his  “catch  ” — a  pretty  pike 
of  about  81b.,  that  was  carefully  laid  out  full 
length  upon  one  of  the  deal  tables. 

**,The  landlord  was  a  man  of  about  fifty,  hale  and 
hearty — a  merry  rogue,  for  a  ducat.  An  amused, 
mischievous  twinkle  in  his  dark  eyes  betrayed  the 
purport  of  his  discourse — yarn-spinning.  It  was  a 
fish-tale  that  my  entry  interrupted,  and  a  remark 
from  me  that  I  was  fond  of  fishing  myself,  and 
felt  curious  about  the  pike  and  the  slipper,  imme¬ 
diately  made  me  one  of  the  circle.  The  contonts 
of  the  extinguisher  being  divided  among  us,  the 
landlord  resumed. 

“  I  was  just  going  to  explain  to  this  gentle¬ 
man,  sir,”  alluding  to  the  proud  proprietor  of  the 
pike,  “  why  that  slipper  is  put  up  with  the  pike. 
You  must  know,  sir,  the  lake  below  here,  about  a 
couple  of  miles  away,  ho'ds  some  grand  fish,  and 
the  owner  is  very  liberal  in  granting  permission. 
I  generally  have  two  or  three  days  every  season. 
Well,  years  ago,  my  chum  upon  fishing  expedi¬ 
tions  was  old  Tom  P - e,  and  a  grand  fisher¬ 

man  he  was,  too.  Poor  chap,  he  lies  yonder  now. 
I  never  saw  a  man  yet  handle  a  fish  like  Tom 
could.  Now,  you  must  understand  my  missus 
makes  grand  meat  pies— I’ll  back  her  against  any 
woman  breathing — and  when  we  went  fishing  we 
always  took  one  with  us.  Lor !  how  Tom  did 
enjoy  those  pies !  Upon  this  particular  occasion 
my  missus  was  a  bit  ill-tempered.  Tom  and  I  had 
had  several  days  together  in  different  waters,  and 
sho  objected  to  me  ‘  gadding  about  ’  so  much,  as 
she  called  it,  and  flatly  refused  to  make  the  pie 


that  was  so  necessary  to  our  complete  enjoyment 
of  the  day.  Here  was  a  pretty  fix  !  My  missus  now 
has  a  temper  of  her  own,  eh  !  Bill  ?"  to  the  twenty 
stone  man,  who  in  reply  heaved  a  long-drawn 
“Ah!”  “and  when  she  was  a  younger  woman 
she  made  things  a  bit  awkward  when  she  put 
her  back  up.  However,  a  judicious  suggestion 
that  a  trip  to  the  neighbouring  town  for 
a  few  things  that  were  wanted  abouthousa  would 
be  necessary  soon,  an  allusion  to  the  fact  that  a 
day  at  the  lake  was  what  I  eagerly  looked  for¬ 
ward  to,  and  an  assurance  that  it  would  be  the 
last  outing  for  some  time  to  come  had  the 
desired  effect — she  made  the  pie.  The  following 
day  Tom  and  I  were  at  it,  and  we  ran  some  good 
fish  before  the  middle  of  the  day.  We  had  the 
punt,  and  Tom  was  spinning — a  style  he  was  fond 
of  and  a  master  hand  at.  Pie  time  came  and  out 
came  the  pie.  I  generally  officiated  in  cutting  it 
up,  and  placing  it  upon  the  seat  in  front  of  me, 
I  prepared  to  help  my  friend  to  a  portion.  As  I 
thrust  the  fork  in  it  hit  against  something  pretty 
hard,  and  upon  operating  with  the  knife  I  only 
got  through  the  crust.  Curious,  I  thought,  and 
lifting  the  crust  my  face  lengthened  out  about 
forty  holes  as  I  exposed  to  view  a  pair  of  kid's 
slippers!  Tom  roared  with  laughter,  but  I  saw 
nothing  to  laugh  at.  We  had  to  satisfy  our  hunger 
with  bread  and  cheese.  Well,  sir,  out  of  pure 
fun  Tom  took  one  of  the  slippers,  and  attaching  it 
to  his  spinning  flight  he  made  a  cast.  Two 
seconds  after  he  was  into  a  good  fish,  and  ten 
minutes  later  I  had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing  for 
him  the  pike  that  is  in  the  case  ;  it  weighed  221b. 
Now,  I  wouldn’t  recommend  kid’s  slippers  as  a 
bait  for  pike,  but  it  is  a  positive  fact  that  the  one 
in  the  case  was  caught  with  the  slipper  you  see 
at  the  back  !  ” 

Two  of  the  company  had  evidently  heard  the 
tale  before,  yet  still  appreciated  it,  for  the  twenty- 
stone  man  became  lost  in  a  cloud  of  smoko  and 
the  little  tailor  looked  upon  the  angler  of  the  day 
and  myself  as  much  as  to  say,  “  Now,  what  do  you 
think  of  that  ?  ’’  Agaiu  the  extinguisher  passed 
round,  and  fish-lymg  once  started  it  went  merrily 
forward.  Presently  the  twenty-stone  man 
addressing  me  said, 

“Now,  you  wouldn’t  think  a  man  of  his  size,” 
pointing  his  clay-pipe  at  the  little  tailor,  “  would 
ever  have  the  cheek  to  go  fishing  for  a  pike  that 
was  big  enough  to  eat  two  like  that,”  alluding  to 
the  eight-pounder  on  the  deal  table,  “  every  day  ? 
But  he  had,  though,  and  it  was  nearly  the  death 
of  him,  wasn’t  it,  Sam  ?  ”  to  the  landlord,  who 
nodded  assent. 

The  tailor  shifted  uneasily  in  his  seat ;  I  could 
at  once  see  what  was  coming — a  stock  chaffing 
tale,  and  a  good  one  by  the  roguish  look  of  the 
landlord  directed  towards  me.  I  was  not  dis¬ 
appointed. 

“  Yes,  sir,  some  little  time  back  a  big  pike  was 
noticed  feeding  about  four  miles  down  the  river. 
Several  had  a  try  for  him,  Sam  had  several  goes, 
but  the  fish  either  wouldn’t  bite,  or  when  he  did 
broke  clean  away.  Well,  one  morning  I  saw 
Peter — that’s  him — with  rod  and  tackle  and  a  big 
can  of  baits.  For  once  he  was  dressed  decently, 
with  such  a  pair  of  gaiters  on !  ‘  Where  now, 

Peter  ?  ’  I  shouted.  *  Oh  !  ’  said  he,  ‘  I’m  going 
after  that  pike  !  ’  ‘  What !  ’  I  said,  ‘  the  big  ’un  ?  ’ 
‘  Of  course,’  said  he,  and  away  he  went.  Well, 
sir,  I  felt  troubled  about  him ;  my  mind  was 
regular  unoasy  like,  and  I,  after  an  hour  or  so, 
made  for  the  river  with  the  intention  of  seeing  no 
harm  had  come  to  him,  for  it  might  have  been 
the  pike  had  swallowed  him  ;  but  luckily  it  had 
not,  although  what  happened  was  quite  bad 
enough.  I  had  hardly  started  when  I  saw  the 
tailor  coming  up  from  the  riverside,  hatless,  only 
one  gaiter  on,  and  hardly  a  breath  left  in  him. 
He  bolted  into  his  house,  and  we  never  saw  him  for 
two  days.  His  tackle  was  found  by  the  riverside, 
close  to  where  the  pike  usually  fed,  and  from  in¬ 
formation  received,  sir,  I  am  able  to  tell  you  what 
happened.  You  see,  as  soon  as  he  got  down  to  the 
spot  where  the  fish  was,  he  started  to  fit  up  his 
tackle  ;  but  directly  the  pike  saw  him,  and  noticed 
what  he  was  up  to,  he  jumped  clean  out  of  the 
water  at  him  and  barked  like  a  dog.  That 
frightened  Peter  and  away  he  went,  and  away 
went  the  pike  after  him  !  Although  Peter  is  such 
a  little  ’un  he  can  run,  but  when  it  comes  to  four 
miles  it’s  rather  warm  work.  The  fish  chased  him 
right  up  to  the  bridge  close  to  our  village ;  several 
times  he  jumped  out  of  the  water  at  him.  and 


once,  at  Long’s  Corner,  he  caught  him  by  the 
gaiter ;  Peter,  however,  managed  to  clear  away 
minus  his  gaiter,  and  the  pike  having  swallowed  it 
resumed  the  chase.  It’s  a  lucky  thing  for  Peter, 
sir,  that  pike  haven’t  got  legs,  or  it’s  my  opinion 
that  one  would  have  followed  him  right  home  !  ” 

A  roar  of  laughter  went  round  at  the  tailor’s  ex¬ 
pense  ;  he  took  it  all  in  good  part,  though,  and 
presently  turning  to  me  said  :  — 

“  Haven’t  you  anything  to  tell  us,  sir  ?  ” 

I  told  him  my  angling  experiences  were  limited, 
and  that  I  had  no  tales  to  tell— couldn’t  tell  them 
if  I  had. 

“But”  I  said,  “probably  you  have  all  seen 
tame  fish.”  They  nodded  assent.  “Well,  a 
gentleman  I  know  had  a  lake,  and  some  of  the 
pike  in  it  were  so  tame  they  would  take  food  quite 
close  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  If  you  threw  bits 
of  meat,  bread  or  anything  to  them  they  would 
catch  and  swallow  them.  One  of  them  became 
quite  an  expert  in  catching,  and  would  come  up 
to  the  side,  poke  its  head  out  of  the  water,  open 
its  mouth  and  take  in  anything  you  threw.  I  saw 
it  swallow  seven  brussel  sprouts  one  day,  and  it 
upon  one  occasion  swallowed  a  Spanish  onion. 
Often  visitors  would  cheat  the  fish  and  throw 
pebbles  to  it  ;  but  it  made  no  difference,  it 
swallowed  all — in  fact  it  got  to  like  pebbles  so 
much  that  when  caught,  as  it  was  one  day  by  an 
angler  who  did  not  know  it  was  a  tame  fish,  upon 
being  weighed  it  scaled  131b.,  but  after  the  pebbles 
were  taken  out  it  only  weighed  41b. !  ” 

Solemn  silence  reigned.  Without  a  word  the 
landlord  quietly  rose  from  his  seat  and  left  the 
room,  returning  with  a  large  button,  which  he 
handed  to  me,  saying  — 

“It’s  yours,  sir,  and  you  are  worthy  of  holding 
it.  It’s  our  button,  and  is  held  by  the  man  who 
tells  the  biggest  lie  in  this  room.  I’ve  held  it  for 
many  years  with  the  slipper  tale,  but  I  bow  to 
superior  genius  !  ” 

I  attempted  to  explain  that  the  pebble-tale  was 
founded  upou  fact,  but  they  would  not  have  it. 
Again  the  extinguisher  was  brought  into  use.  The 
captor  of  the  81b.  pike  was  driving  in  my  direction, 
and  I  availed  myself  of  his  kind  offer  of  “  a  lift.” 
I  have  the  button  still. 


FISHING  JEALOUS. 

By  R.  P. 

That  the  river  would  be  in  grand  trim  the  next 
day  some  time  or  another  I  knew  full  well.  We  had 
had  a  nice  fall  of  rain  lasting  some  twenty-four 
hours.  The  weather  appeared  clearing  up,  and 
the  aneroid  was  slowly  but  steadily  rising. 

And  yet  I  was  not  happy,  although  the  killing 
of  salmon  with  tho  fly  was  my  sole  aim  and  object 
in  life  for  the  time  being.  The  fact  was  I  had  my 
bete  noire  in  form  of  an  ardent  and  utterly  imprac¬ 
ticable  being  who  rented  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  I  was  fishing. 

The  said  river  was  situated  in  the  pleasant 
county  of  Ross,  and  as  it  could  be  easily  com¬ 
manded  with  an  18ft.  rod  from  either  bank,  an 
arrangement  between  the  tenants  on  the  opposite 
sides  was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  insure 
a  pleasant  time,  and  to  avoid  jealous  fishing  and 
spoiling  one  another's  sport. 

As  soon  as  I  reached  my  quarters  I  had  visited 
my  opposite  neighbour,  and  endeavoured  to  come 
to  some  such  arrangement,  pointing  out  the 
various  advantages  thereof,  and  how  much 
pleasanter  it  would  be  for  both  of  us.  But  it  was 
no  use.  He  was  a  big  hectoring  kind  of  indi¬ 
vidual,  very  confident  in  his  own  powers,  and  I 
could  do  nothing  with  him.  The  consequence 
was  that  whenever  the  river  ran  into  order  we  were 
always  getting  up  at  ungodly  hours  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  endeavouring  in  every  way  to  get  six  to 
four  the  best  of  one  another.  Moreover,  latterly 
the  man  over  the  way  had  taken  to  making  one 
of  his  gillies  go  down  and  fish  the  water  over  if  he 
himself  did  not  choose  to  do  so,  which  had  riled 
me  very  considerably.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  in  question  I  told  my  old  gillie— Sandy 
McKenzie,  one  of  the  finest  fishermen  and  about 
the  most  knowing  old  rascal  I  ever  come  across — 
to  inspect  the  state  of  the  river  with  a  lantern  at 
the  rocks  by  the  Bridge  Pool  at  nine  o’clock 
that  night,  and  report  to  me  immediately  after¬ 
wards. 

At  9.15  friend  Sandy  was  ushered  into  my  little 
sitting-room  at  the  inn,  with  a  face  on  which 
there  was  about  as  much  expression  as  a  coci’s. 
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Anxious  to  know  the  result  of  his  investigations, 

I  at  once  asked  what  he  thought  the  prospects 
were.  “Oo,  she’ll  fush  tho  morn,”  “It’ll  be  a 
graund  day  the  morn,”  and  so  on,  was  all  I  could 
get  out  of  him  until  my  friend,  who  had  been 
smoking  a  pipe  with  me,  and  who  knew  about  as 
much  about  salmon  fishing  as  a  cow,  went  off  to 
roost,  having  to  make  an  early  start  for  the  south 
next  morning.  Then  old  Sandy’s  visage  assumed 
a  very  different  look,  and  putting  down  his 
tumbler  of  toddy,  he  came  across  to  me  aud 
whispered — “  She’ll  no  fush  afore  twelve  the 
morn,  an’  by  three  we  maun  he  at  the  Otter’s 
Pool;  tliae  gowks  ”  (meaning  the  opposition)  “  'll  be 
oot  at  dawn  o’  day  !  ” 

With  this  information  I  felt  greatly  comforted. 
There  was  to  be  no  getting  up  at  an  unearthly  hour 
for  me  next  morning,  whereas  the  chances  were 
that  by  so  doing  the  “  man  over  the  way”  would 
probably  have  exhausted  even  his  terrific  energy 
by  the  time  the  river  ran  into  order  (for  I  had 
every  reason  to  place  the  most  implicit  reliance 
on  Sandy’s  judgment  in  all  things  piscatorial). 

The  next  day  Sandy  came  dandering  down  to 
the  inn  about  eleven  o’clock,  and  confided  to  me 
that  my  opponent  had  by  that  time  fished  nearly 
the  whole  water  and  had  not  got  a  single  single 
fish— Cos  why  ?  Because  the  river  had  not  yet 
begun  to  drop. 

A  little  before  twelve  we  sat  down  by  the  top 
cast  of  our  beat,  the  Miller’s  Pool,  a  pretty  cast 
with  a  lot  of  boulders  all  over  it,  and  which  al¬ 
ways  held  a  lot  of  fish.  I  went  over  it  carefully 
with  a  famous  local  pattern  termed  a  “  Yellow 
Jimmie,”  but  although  the  pool  looked  in  splendid 
order  and  the  colour  of  the  water  left  nothing  to 
be  desired,  I  could  not  stir  a  fish;  even  Aellow 
Jimmie’s  attractions  failed. 

Returning  to  the  top  of  the  cast,  where  sat 
Sandy  intently  watching  the  water,  I  took  off 
the  unsuccessful  fly,  intending  to  try  another. 
But  no,  that  did  not  meet  with  Sandy’s  approba¬ 
tion.  “Ye’ll  juist  smoke  a  pipe,  and  ye’ll  pit  the 
same  flee  o’er  the  place  again  in  ten  meeuits  time,” 
said  he;  "she's  on  theturn." 

Sure  enough,  on  looking  closely  at  the  stones 
and  rocks  on  the  brink  of  the  stream,  I  saw  that 
the  waves  and  ripples  of  the  current  failed  in 
reaching  the  top  of  the  wet  margin -by  an  eighth 
of  an  inch  only,  no  doubt,  but  still  enough  to  show 
the  river  had  begun  to  fall  for  the  first  time  since 

the  rain  stopped.  #  , 

At  the  end  of  my  pipe  I  waded  in  at  the  head 
of  the  pool  once  more,  and  at  the  third  cast  a  fish 
came  wildly  at  the  fly  and  missed  it  clean. 
“Owerhim  again,  sir,”  roared  old  Sandy  from  the 
bank  ;  “  he’ll  come  again.”  And  sure  enough  he 
did  at  the  very  next  throw,  and  I  found  I  was  fast. 
Tho  salmon  took  a  sharp  rush  up-stream,  throw- 
ing  himself  at  the  end  of  it  ;  then  he  hung  for  a 
bit  preparatory  to  starting  down  again,  but  I 
caught  him  hard  by  the  head  and  succeeded  in 
forcing  him  into  a  deep  sandy  pool  (quite  useless 
as  a  cast)  above.  This  he  never  left  except  on 
Sandy’s  gaff,  and  the  steelyard  showed  him  to  be 
a  twelve-pounder. 

After  a  libation  to  first  blood,  I  went  into  the 
Miller’s  Pool  again.  Thanks  to  my  manipulation 
of  the  first  fish,  the  rest  of  it  was  undisturbed,  and 
half  way  down  rose  another  salmon.  From  the 
first  moment,  however,  I  knew  he  would  not  be 
numbered  among  the  slain,  for  he  kept  floundering 
about  on  the  surface  for  several  seconds  (a  sure 
sicrn  of  being  lightly  hooked),  and  although  lie  re¬ 
mained  on  for  three  or  four  miuutos,  we  quickly 

parted.  .  ,  , 

At  the  tail  of  the  pool  I  rose  a  nice  fish  at  a  spot 
called  the  Black  Stane,  but  he  did  not  touch,  and 
I  was  hesitating  whether  to  cover  him  again  at 
once  or  not  when  a  yell  from  Sandy  brought  me 
to  the  shore.  It  appeared  that  he  had  spotted 
“  the  Captin  ”  and  his  keeper  coming  up  the  glen, 
and  was  determined  they  should  not  see  us  fast 
in  a  fish,  as,  if  they  did,  the  redoubted  “  captin  ’ 
would  be  sure  to  go  over  all  the  water  a  second 
time,  and  so  spoil  much  of  our  little  game. 

Old  Sandy  took  the  rod,  removed  the  fly,  waded 
in  at  the  top  of  the  pool,  and  proceeded  solemnly 
to  thrash  it  carefully  over  without  any  lure  what¬ 
ever  at  the  end  of  his  cast,  infinitely  to  my  edifica¬ 
tion  and  that  of  the  opposition,  who  were  very 
soon  lost  to  sight  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Two 
minutes  after  they  had  disappeared  Sandy  was 
out  of  the  water,  and  fastening  on  lellow 


Jimmie  ;  and  taking  the  rod  from  him,  I  let  out 


some  15yds.  of  line,  and  without  more  ado  put 
the  fly  over  the  Black  Stane.  There  was  a  swirl 
in  the  water  ;  a  black  tail  showed  for  about  five 
seconds,  and  I  was  fast  in  a  good  fish,  which 
promptly  raced  hard  and  fast  up  through  the  pool. 
Sandy  cast  an  anxious  glance  in  tho  direction 
where  “  the  Captin  ”  and  Black  Donald  had  dis¬ 
appeared,  but  it  was  all  right — there  was  nothing 
to  be  seen  of  them,  and  I  played  my  fish  in  peace 
and  Sandy  gaffed  him — 14lb.  with  the  lice  on. 

Then  we  went  right  away  to  the  Otter’s  Pool, 
about  half-a-mile  below,  ignoring  for  the  time  the 
intervening  water,  and  reached  it  about  three 
o’clock.  This  cast  only  fished  in  high  water,  and 
even  then  wanted  a  comparatively  small  fly,  being 
in  no  part  more  than  four  feet  deep  at  the  most ; 
but  it  was  a  real  clinker,  a  good  hundred  yards  of 
water,  in  which  a  fish  might  come  at  any  cast. 
Moreover,  it  was  a  regular  drawing-room  place, 
requiring  no  wading  at  all,  its  whole  length  and 
breadth  being  commanded  from  a  ledge  of  rock 
which  ran  down  the  left  bank.  Putting  up  a  small 
Blue  Doctor  I  instantly  hooked  a  grilse,  which  I 
held  on  to  so  hard  in  order  to  prevent  his  spoiling 
the  pool  that  the  hook  came  away.  The  run,  how¬ 
ever,  had  evidently  upset  his  nerves,  for  even  after 
he  had  got  rid  of  the  hook  he  made  two  or  three 
wonderful  jumps  in  the  air.  I  was  quickly  com¬ 
pensated  for  his  loss  by  hooking  an  unmistakable 
salmon,  which  turned  out  a  good  fish  of  18lb. 
Then  came  another  fresh-run  grilse,  which,  in  his 
eagerness  to  change  elements,  jumped  clean  ashore 
on  the  opposite  bank,  where  he  remained  hopping 
about  on  the  rocks  for  a  minute  or  two  before  he 
tumbled  back.  I  found  the  hook  had  penetrated 
his  eye,  hence  his  eccentricities  of  conduct.  Before 
I  had  done  with  the  Oit9r  Pool  that  day  I  had 
accounted  for  two  salmon  and  five  grilse,  to  say 
nothing  of  three  good  sea  trout,  while  I  rose  and 
touched  soveral  others.  It  was  then  nearly  time 
to  reel  up  for  the  day,  but  Sandy  said  the  Minister  s 
Tool  would  be  in  grand  order,  and  as  it  was  close 
by  aud  a  great  spot  for  good  fish,  we  went  down 
to  it.  Putting  up  a  big  Durham  Ranger,  for  the 
cast  was  a  deep  one,  I  hooked  a  fiue  fish.  almost 
immediately,  aud  wound  up  a  graud  day’s  sport 
by  lauding  a  24lb  salmon  clean  as  a  whistle. 

One  of  Sandy’s  peculiarities  was  that  he  never 
would  carry  a  single  fish  a  single  yard  further 
than  he  could  avoid,  so  acting  on  this  principle 
he  had  on  this  occasion  stowed  away  in  certain 
carefully  selected  spots  the  takes  from  each  pool, 
spots  known  only  to  himself  and  Sandy  junior,  a 
gentle  youth  of  nineteen  summers,  standing6ft.  2in. 
in  his  stockings  and  broad  in  proportion.  On  our 
way  home  from  the  river  we  had  to  pass  tneir 
cottage,  aud  the  father  used  to  give  the  son  in- 
struofcions  (always  in  Gaslic)  as  to  the  where- 
abouts  of  the  captured  salmon,  when  there  were 
any.  On  arriving  at  the  cottage  that  evening, 
who  should  we  see  hanging  about,  with  rather  an 
anxious  look  on  his  brow,  but  Black  Donald,  the 
“  Captin’s  ”  keeper,  evidently  intent  on  finding  out 
what  we  had  done.  But  Sandy  would  not  en¬ 
lighten  him  as  to  our  doings,  looking  upon  the 
keeper  in  anything  but  a  friendly  light,  and  con¬ 
tenting  himself  with  remarking  to  his  boy,  “  Ae’ll 
need  the  pownie  the  nicht,  lad  !  ”  There  was  a 
wicked  twinkle  in  the  eye  of  that  old  and  ex¬ 
tremely  wily  fisherman  as  he  said  this,  and  not 
wishing  to  give  him  any  unnecessary  fatigue,  I 
said  good-night  and  strolled  on  to  the  inn  aLone, 
telling  him  to  call  me  next  morning  when  he 

liked.  ,  ,  ... 

What  with  talking  over  our  day  s  sport  with  my 
fellow-fishermen,  and  one  thing  and  another,  we 
were  not  very  early  to  bed,  and  indeed  it  seemed 
as  if  I  had  been  there  some  five  minutes  only, 
when  I  was  awoke  by  the  discharge  upon  my 
window  of  about  half  a  ton  of  gravel,  and  on 
looking  out  there  was  old  Sandy  quietly  putting 
the  salmon  rod  together. 

It  was  but  a  little  after  four  a.m.  Ye  gods, 
thought  I,  “  is  this  good  enough  ?  Must  I  turn  out 
at  this  unearthly  hour,  after  having  had  such  a 
day’s  hauling  only  yesterday,  in  order  probably  to 
see  that  beastly  man  on  the  opposite  bank,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  abominable  keeper,  pounding  and 
spoiling  each  cast  in  front  of  me?  ”  But  a  ver y 
small  amount  of  reflection  told  me  that  with 
Sandy  underneath  the  window  my  rest  lor  that 
night  was  certainly  at  an  end,  so  resigning  myself 
to  my  fate,  I  tumbled  into  my  tub,  and  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  we  were  on  our  way  down  to 
the  river  once  more. 


A  glorious  morning  indeed,  the  heather  dripping 
with  dew,  the  grouse  crowing  all  round.  A  fair 
amount  of  cloud  there  was,  and  although  the  air 
was  perfectly  still,  there  were  signs  of  wind  in  tho 
western  sky. 

Sandy  relieved  me  much  by  the  information 
that  I  was  not  likely  to  see  the  Captain  that 
morning  ;  this  with  a  grin  on  his  knowing  old  mug. 

How  the  old  fox  had  managed  it  I  know  not  ; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  he  had  humbugged  Black 
Donald  to  such  a  tune,  that  not  until  we  were  on 
our  way  back  to  breakfast  at  twelve  o  clock  did  I 
see  anything  of  him  or  his  worthy  master. 

The  river  had  dropped  a  lot,  the  amount  of  rain 
which  had  fallen  having  been  but  small,  and  by 
noon  there  would  be  but  few  places  worth  fishing 
at  the  rate  the  water  was  running  away.  I  there¬ 
fore  set  to  work  to  make  the  best  of  my  time.  In 
the  Miller's  Pool  I  got  a  grilse,  and  an  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  rise  from  a  salmon  which  touched  the  fly 
slightly  and  would  not  come  back.  The  Rock  and 
Kettle  Pools  were  both  in  order,  being  compara¬ 
tively  short  and  deep  runs,  and  in  each  I  got  a 
small  salmon  of  about  9lb.,  the  fly  used. being  a 
Popham,  tied  thin  in  the  wing.  Then  we’eame  to 
our  piece  de  resistance  for  the  day,  the  Keeper  s  Pool, 
a  long,  rough,  rapid  stream,  a  great  favourite  with 
grilse,  which  had  been  too  high  the  previous  day 
to  attempt  fishing.  There  with  a  small  Silver 
Doctor  I  killed  three  grilse,  and  after  a  very  fast 
thing  of  ten  minutes’  duration  succeeded  in  losing 
far  the  best  fish  I  had  seen  yet. 

On  reaching  the  Otter  Pool,  where  I  had  had  the 
majority  of  the  day  before’s  sport,  we  could  see  at 
once  that  it  was  not  worth  fishing,  except  one 
little  bit  at  the  tail,  where  the  water  was  deep, 
and  which  generally  held  a  fish. 

Over  this  I  put  a  moderate-sized  Yellow  Jimmie, 
and  a  salmon  came,  making  a  very  pretty  head 
and  tail  rise,  but  not  touching.  There  was  no 
time  to  waste,  as  not  only  was  the  river  shrinking 
very  fast  to  its  former  dimensions,  but  the  sun 
was  getting  troublesomo,  and  the  cloudy  intervals 
shorter  aud  loss  frequent.  However,  the  fish  was 
evidently  a  good  one,  so  after  resting  him  for  live 
minutes  I  put  the  same  fly,  tied  a  size  smaller, 
over  him.  Again  ho  came,  and  again  the 
aggravating  beast  missed.  Then  after  another 
five  minutes’  interval  I  put  up  a  small  Popham, 
with  exactly  the  same  result,  the  fish  rising 
beautifully  and  with  the  most  engaging  frankness. 
This  was  too  much,  so  leaving  him  for  the  time  to 
his  own  devices,  we  went  down  to  the  Minister  s 
Pool,  the  head  of  which  looked  very  fetching. 

The  first  time  of  asking  a  good  fish  rose  and 
was  fast.  Sandy  succeeded  in  gaffing  him  at  last 

—a  sixteen-pounder— but  he  proved  very  refractory 

and  made  such  a  fuss,  leaping  and  rushing  all 
over  the  place,  as  effectually  to  spoil  any  possib.e 
chance  that  remained. 

A  hard  morning  s  work  and  no  breakfast  were 
beginning  to  tell  upon  my  appetite,  but  I  did  not 
like  to  leave  the  friendly  disposed  animal  in  tho 
Otter  Pool  without  giving  him  another  chance,  so 
back  we  went,.  Up  he  came  like  a  shot  at  the  fly 
he  originally  fancied,  and  not  caring  to  potter  any 
longer”  I  struck  hard  on  the  chance  of  hooking 
him  somewhere. 

And  I  most  certainly  succeeded.  Never  did  I 
see  a  fish  make  a  more  astonishing  run  than  he 
did,  skating  along  the  surface  of  the  entire  length 
of  the  pool  at  railway  speed  and  back  again  under 
water  at  the  same  pace.  But  it  was  too  fast  to 
last.  He  got  me  round  a  confounded  rock  and 
walked  off  with  my  fly  and  half  the  cast,  just  as 
we  got  a  glimpse  of  the  “  Captin  ”  and  his 
follower  on  the  opposite  bank  some  300  or  400 
yards  above. 

We  then  took  our  departure  for  home,  sending 
for  the  slain  in  the  usual  way.  . 

That  night  Sandy  had  an  interview  with  Black 
Donald,  from  whom  he  elicited  the  fact  that  .his 
master  had  captured  only,  a  couple  of  grilse 
during  the  two  days  in  question,  as  also  that  he 
had  made  the  discovery— apparently  a  recent  one 
—that  “  the  Captin’  was  an  awfu’  man  to  sweer !  ” 


The  late  Mr.  J.  Matthews.— An  old  time 
angler  and  member  of  the  Royal  Society,.  Man¬ 
chester,  one  of  the  most  expert  rods  in  the  district, 
died  on  Monday — Mr.  J.  Matthews.  The  society 
met  and  passed  a  vote  of  sympathy  to  his  widow, 
and  sent  a  letter  of  condolence.  The  club  intend 
to  erect  a  suitable  memento  over  tho  grave. 
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AN  APRIL  DAY  ON  THE  TAMAR. 

By  J.  h.  B. 

Dull  and  cold  was  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
with  the  wind  from  the  S.E.,  or  a  point  or  so  more 
to  the  east,  affording  not  a  very  inviting  prospect 
for  a  day  by  the  river  side ;  but  angling  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  favourable  days  had  been  very  few, 
and  I  had  resolved,  haviug  a  day  off,  under 
almost  any  circumstances  to  spend  the  day  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tamar.  A  friend  had  likewise 
come  to  a  similar  resolution,  and  we  should  pro¬ 
bably  have  joined  company,  but  he  has  a  second 
string  to  his  bow  in  the  way  of  a  hobby,  namely, 
that  of  amateur  gardening;  and  looking  out  of  his 
bedroom  window  overlooking  the  churchyard  on 
the  morning  of  the  appointed  day,  he  saw  which 
way  the  church  tower  vanes  pointed,  and  regard¬ 
ing  an  easterly  wind  with  about  the  same  degree 
of  affection  as  a  certain  gentleman  is  said  to 
regard  holy  water,  he  suddenly  remembered  that 
his  garden  required  bringing  up  to  date,  and  with 
virtuous  and  commendable  self-denial  he  turned 
in  again  for  an  extra  snooze.  When  later  he 
learnt  that  the  day  had  not  turned  out  such  a 
bad  one  after  all,  he  regretted  that  some  of 
his  tilling  had  been  done  whilst  the  soil  was 
still  so  damp ;  he  preferred  drier  conditions,  and 
would  have  waited  had  he  known  there  would  be 
a  continuance  of  dry  weather. 

If  one  has  to  tramp,  as  I  had,  to  the  scene  of 
operations,  it  is  not  an  unmixed  discomfort  that 
all  the  symptoms  for  successful  angling  are  not  of 
the  best ;  there  is  compensation  in  this,  that  the 
absence  of  causes  for  keenest  eagerness  gives  one 
the  best  of  opportunities  for  making  the  most  of 
the  walk.  It  is  near  the  middle  of  April,  five 
weeks  after  the  cessation  of  the  great  blizzard, 
for  which  the  third  month  of  1891  will  be  for  ever 
remembered  by  the  people  of  the  west — a  storm 
so  remarkable  in  its  suddenness,  in  its  fury,  and 
in  its  effects,  that  it  is  to  have  an  illustrated 
brochure  all  to  itself  to  assist  in  preserving  its 
memory.  Only  about  a  week  before,  taking 
almost  the  same  course  of  river,  a  friend  of  mine 
discovered,  in  the  remains  of  a  snow-drift,  a  wholly 
exhausted  and  nearly  famished  sheep,  which  had 
wandered  away  from  its  companions  in  the 
confusion  caused  by  the  sudden  and  blinding 
storm  and  had  become  lost.  And  now  I  am  in  a 
narrow  bye-road,  the  typical  Devonshire  lane  of 
English  literature.  Later  in  the  year  it  will  be  a 
study  for  its  luxuriant  growth  of  ferns  and  fox¬ 
gloves,  and  the  thousand  and  one  plants  and 
flowers  of  English  hedgerows  ;  the  late  storm  has 
for  the  present  caused  it  to  be  a  complete  wreck. 
Hazels,  thorns,  ash-plants,  and  even  oak  saplings 
are  in  many  places  torn  bodily  out  by  the  roots  by 
the  weight  of  snow  which  has  rested  upon  them  ; 
and.  in  others  the  bushes  have  been  forced  into 
horizontal  attitudes,  so  that  those  on  opposite  sides 
meet  over  the  centre  of  the  road.  At  places  the 
pedestrian  has  to  push  them  aside,  and  at  others, 
should  they  retain  their  present  posture  a  few 
weeks  longer,  leafy  arches  will  be  formed.  In 
this  secluded  lane  the  snow  has  not  yet  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  at  one  point  it  is  blocked  by  a  mass 
of  snow  nearly  4ft.  deep.  I  gauged  it  with  my 
landing.net  handle;  and  as  one  could  not  go  by 
either  side,  he  had  to  go  over  it. 

Further  on  I  again  leave  the  high  road  and 
strike  for  the  towing-path  of  the  canal,  which  will 
lead  me  by  a  shorter  cut  and  a  pleasanter  route 
to  the  mill.  The  season  is  remarkably  late.  We 
have  a  very  tardy  spring,  and  the  hedgerows  are 
bare  of  any  springing  vegetation  to  cheer  the  eye, 
and  early  spring  flowers  are  conspicuous  from 
their  absence  or  extreme  scarcity.  Even  the 
mating  and  mated  birds  are  silent  on  this  leaden 
morning,  and  who  would  hurry  ?  There  are  few 
temptations  to  linger,  and  nothing  to  beget  the 
feverish  excitement  of  a  brisk  fresh  morning  I 
pass  Merrivale,  where  a  week  before  I  met  with 
an  old  and  venerable  white-haired  peasant,  who 
seemed  inclined  for  conversation,  in  fact  it  was 
not  possible  to  refuse  to  converse  with  him.  He 
is  a. pensioner,  and  acted  as  postmaster  at  Jamaica 
daring  the  years  of  the  Crimean  war.  He  told 
me  this  partly  to  show  me  that  he  was  well  out 
of  the  severe  winter  of  that  time.  We  had  been 
talking  of  the  late  storm,  and  I  remarked  at 
parting,  It  is  still  very  cold.’*  One  sometimes 
meets  with  a  vein  of  poetry  where  one  would  least 
expect  to  find  it,  and  his  reply  was,  “Yes,  sir,  a 
breath  from  the  Arctic.’’  At  the  stream  at  last, 


with  the  miller  remarking — is  there  a  touch  of 
mockery  in  his  tone  “  You’d  ’a  done  better  by 
the  fireside  to-day.”  However,  though  things 
were  looking  unpromising  I  was  not  going  to  be 
put  off  by  trifles  after  a  hundred  minutes’  walk. 
Here  at  any  rate  was  something  to  charm  the  ear. 
What  trout  fisherman  does  not  love  the  sound  of 
running  water— the  “voice  of  the  glens  and  hills  ”  ? 
An  old  friend  of  mine,  whose  only  song  was  in 
praise  of  fox-hunting,  would  assert  that  the  music 
of  a  pack  of  foxhounds  was  the  truest  harmony 
to  be  found  anywhere.  “  You  have  twenty 
couples,”  he  said,  “  in  full  cry,  no  two  striking 
the  same  note,  and  yet  they  never  cause  a  jar.” 
Piscator  may  claim  the  same  for  the  rippling  of 
the  streams  ;  the  surging  of  the  ocean  in  a  storm 
may  sadden  one,  the  crash  of  a  cataract  may  be 
harsh,  but  the  music  of  a  fishable  stream  is  perfect. 
But  to  business.  Here  it  is  nearly  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  by  which  time  in  mid-April  there  should 
be  some  considerable  evidence  of  fly  life,  but  not 
a  fly  is  to  be  seen  for  an  hour  or  more,  and  the 
most  careful  treatment  of  casting  line  and  stream 
only  produces  a  troutlet  or  two  until  past  noon. 
The  hatch  of  fly  when  it  did  come  was  a  remark¬ 
able  one  for  this  reason,  that  I  never  saw  a 
specimen  fairly  on  the  wing,  though  there  was 
a  considerable  number  struggling  in  the  water. 
They  were  small  and  dark,  and  seemingly  iu  a 
semi-comatose  state,  so  that  they  had  not  the 
strength  or  energy  to  take  a  flight,  and  remained 
skimming— no,  drifting— on  the  water,  till  probably 
they  were  taken  somewhere  by  rising  fish.  Yet  I 
saw  very  few  rising  trout,  the  explanation  I  gave 
to  myself  being  that  they  were  taking  the  flies 
under  water.  And  I  think  I  proved  this.  On  one 
or  two  occasions,  taking  my  cast  a  yard  or  so 
further  up  than  the  last,  1  happened  to  throw 
within  an  inch  or  two  of  a  struggling  Blue  Dun, 
and  the  artificial  fly  was  taken  in  preference  to 
the  natural  one.  The  explanation  is,  not  what 
a  friend  suggested,  that  the  well-made  flies  were 
more  natural  than  the  miserable  abortions  that 
were  passing  muster  for  live  specimens,  but  that 
the  fish  were  taking  their  food  in  medias  res,  and 
preferred  it  so  for  the  time  being.  Of  course  the 
artificial  flies,  were  only  slightly  below  the  surface, 
so  near  that  in  every  case  I  saw  the  rise. 

A  day  or  two  later  I  was  on  the  same  stream,  but 
some  miles  up,  under  conditions  which  were  a 
marked  contrast  to  those  described.  It  was  a  day  of 
glorious  sunshine — that  is,  glorious  for  everything 
but  angling — and  it  is  well  to  learn,  as  one  advances 
in  life,  to  become  sufficiently  philosophical  to  enjoy 
things  as  they  are,  and,  when  one  cannot  take  his 
enjoyment  iu  the  way  said  to  be  most  popular 
with  Englishmen,  namely,  by  killing,  to  look 
around  for  other  sources  of  pleasure  The  wind 
was  from  all  directions — east  in  the  early  morning, 
south  later,  and  west  in  the  evening — but  there  was 
very  little  of  it.  We  had  a  cloudless  sky  all  day 
and  the  water  clear  as  Hollands.  The  Duns, 
Spinners,  March  Browns,  gnats,  and  others  in¬ 
numerable  were  out  in  shoals  and  possessed  of 
life  and  energy,  a  remarkable  contrast  to  what  was 
exhibited  by  the  Duns  on  the  day  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  It  was  a  study  to  observe  them, 
quite  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of 
sport,  for  sport  so-called  was  wanting  on  account 
of  the  next  to  impossibility  of  covering  a  fish 
without  sending  it  scuttling  away.  Then  my  take 
was  just  half  of  what  it  was  now.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  noticed,  what  probably  most  of  your 
readers  have  done,  that  fish  taken  in  the  manner 
above  described,  that  is  near  to  rather  than  on 
the  surface,  commonly  take  home  well.  I  found 
it  so  on  this  occasion,  and  the  percentage  of 
missed  fish  was  much  below  the  average.  °The 
rise  lasted  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then  I  took 
advantage  of  an  afternoon  coach  for  home.  The 
score  was  a  good  one  considering,  or  probably  it 
would  not  have  occurred  to  me  to  say  anything 
about  it— thirty-two  trout,  and  all  but  four 
basketable,  and  all  taken  with  the  cast  with  which 
the  day  began  without  change  or  loss  of  a  single 
fly.  The  flies  used  were  a  Blue  Upright  with 
spider  hackle,  and  a  small  dark  March  Brown, 
the  former  being  decidedly  the  favourite.  The  trout 
are  quite  a  month  or  more  behind  their  usual 
condition  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  in  the 
ordinary  season,  their  anal  fins  in  every  case  being 
fringed  with  white,  so  that  an  inquirer  asked  the 
meaning  of  that  milky  substance  oozing  out ;  and 
in  most  cases  the  ventral  and  pectoral  fins  were  also 
so  fringed,  and  in  a  few  cases  even  the  dorsal  fins. 


Two  notable  arrivals  this  week — spring  and  the 
Grannom.  The  former  introduced  itself,  and 
must  have  been  warmly  welcomed  by  everybody, 
except  perhaps  such  individuals  as  those  who 
delight  in  a  morning  header  into  the  Serpentine 
when  the  thermometer  registers  a  dozen  degrees 
or  so  below  zero.  The  Grannom,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  only  been  apparent  to  a  limited  number 
of  fly-fishers,  for  it  is  a  fly  which  is  by  no  means 
ubiquitous.  I  passed  my  Grannom  week  by  the 
Kennet,  and  can  vouch  for  one  of  the  largest 
rises  on  record  on  that  splendid  trout  stream. 
Some  splendid  bags  of  fish  were  made,  but  one 
has  to  be  a  first-rate  fly-fisher  to  score  heavily 
in  the  Grannom  week.  Among  others,  the  genial 
author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches  ”  left  the  busy 
metropolis,  and  I  spent  a  pleasant  hour  or  two 
watching  him  beguile  two  lusty  trout  into  taking 
a  choice  imitation  of  the  Grannom,  dropped  time 
after  time  under  their  noses,  light  as  thistle¬ 
down.  The  cuckoo’s  note  echoed  across  the 
valley  from  the  woods  opposite ;  bees  came  hum- 
ming  by  from  the  farmhouse  garden  ;  swallows 
darted  here  and  there,  dealing  havoc  among  the 
hordes  of  little  speckled  flies ;  sleek  cows  grazed 
in  the  lush  meadows,  and  the  graceful  withy 
trees  by  the  water’s  edge  were  fairy-like  in  their 
first  dress  of  delicate,  pale  green,  half-formed 
leaves.  Then  the  air  was  balmy  as— I  seek  in 
vain  for  a  simile.  It  was  one  of  those  rare  days 
which  should  be  spent  in  the  open  air,  and  the 
memory  of  which  long  remains  with  us. 

The  Grannom  is  a  disappointing  fly  as  a  rule. 
After  the  first  day  or  two  of  the  rise,  the  fish 
seem  to  get  gorged  with  it,  and  do  not  rise  much 
either  at  the  natural  fly  or  the  imitation.  But 
they  who  manage  to  hit  off  just  the  right  couple 
of  days  to  be  by  the  river  are  likely  to  be  richly 
rewarded.  Though  the  fly  fisher  apparently  bene, 
fits  so  little  by  this  fly,  it  is  indirectly  of  consider, 
able  advantage  to  him.  In  cold  seasons  like  the 
present  the  trout  are  apt  to  be  backward,  the 
reason  being,  as  I  explained  recently,  that  the  cold 
weather  checks  the  development  of  the  food  on 
which  they  feed.  A  good  rise  of  Grannom  sets  this 
to  rights.  Everyone  knows  that  no  food  is  so  fat¬ 
tening  for  trout  as  flies,  and  where  the  Grannom  is 
numerous  the  troutget  as  many  flies  as  they  can  do 
with.  One  day  this  week  I  saw  a  trout  of  2Rb. 
landed,  which  was  so  full  of  Grannom  that  it  could 
hardly  swim.  I  should  think  it  was  in  the  net 
within  half  a  minute  from  the  time  it  was 
hooked.  It  was  simply  carried  a  few  yards  down 
the  stream  more  by  the  force  of  the  water  than 
owing  to  its  endeavours  to  escape,  and  was 
then  drawn  along  the  top  of  the  water  to  the 
landing  net.  I  once  caught  a  trout  in  the  May¬ 
fly  season  which  gave  even  less  play.  After  being 
hooked  it  simply  shook  its  head  once  or  twice, 
just  as  one  sees  a  pike  do,  or  a  salmon  that  is 
lightly  hooked,  and  then  came  up  to  the  surface, 
and  turned  on  its  side.  A  female  trout  at  spawn¬ 
ingtime  would  not  be  in  the  running  with  that 
fish  in  the  matter  of  corporation.  It  was  the  most 
ugly  looking  trout,  with  one  exception,  I  have 
ever  seen. 


I  was  asked  last  week  in  the  correspondence 
columns  to  describe  the  hand-camera  I  U3ed  when 
on  fishing  excursions.  It  is  a  Kodak,  and  costs 
about  £7.  Believing  that  some  hints  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  hand-cameras  may  be  useful  to  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  anglers,  I  propose  next  week,  with 
the  Editor’s  permission,  to  devote  the  greater  part 
of  this  column  to  describing  the  different  advan¬ 
tages  and  disadvantages  of  some  of  the  instru¬ 
ments,  and  to  give  some  useful  hints  to  the  photo¬ 
grapher-angler. 


It  seems  to  me  a  scandalous  thiug  that  cross- 
lines  can  be  legally  used  in  Ireland  by  those  who 
take  out  a  cross-line  license.  It  is  very  little  use 
to  prohibit  otters  when  cross-lines  are  allowed ;  in 
fact,  there  is  very  little  or  no  difference  between 
the  legal  cross-line  and  the  illegal  cross-line 
worked  with  the  otter.  In  both  cases  is  the  line 
with  its  armament  of  flies  exactly  the  same ;  the 
only  difference  is  in  the  working  of  it.  The  legal 
cross-line  is  worked  between  two  boats,  or  between 
a  boat  and  a  man  on  the  banks  of  the  river  or 
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lake,  or  in  narrow  waters  it  may  be  worked  be¬ 
tween  two  men,  one  on  each  side  of  the  water. 
The  otter  is  simply  a  little  instrument,  which 
enables  the  line  to  be  worked  by  one  man.  It  is 
practically  a  toy  boat,  which  is  attached  to  one 
end  of  the  line  much  the  same  way  as  the  string 
is  tied  to  a  kite,  and  works  out  over  the  water  in 
just  the  same  way  that  a  kite  goes  up  in  the  air. 
The  law  regarding  cross-lines  and  otters  is  simply 
an  anomaly  and  ridiculous.  It  is  the  cross-line 
which  does  the  harm  to  the  fishing,  as  the  fish 
have  to  hook  themselves  to  be  caught,  and  large 
numbers  get  pricked  only,  and  free  risers  are  thus 
turned  into  shy  risers.  What  matters  it  whether 
the  cross-lino  is  worked  by  one  man  or  two? 
The  result  is  the  same.  Yet  if  worked  by  one 
man  it  is  illegal ;  while  if  two  work  it  between 
them  it  is  a  lawful  proceeding.  I  would  strongly 
urge  all  anglers  to  do  their  best  to  raise  up  public 
opinion  against  cross -lines  and  get  them  abolished. 
They  are  ruinous  to  trout  fishing.  Heaven  knows 
the  fish  are  shy  enough  as  it  is  ;  but  these  abomin¬ 
able  instruments,  these  wholesale  fly-fishers, 
render  them  tenfold  shyer  than  they  would 
otherwise  be.  Templar. 


FARMER  TIBBALT  AND  THE  PERCH 
FISHING  CLUB. 

{Continued  from  page  275.) 


pensive  habits,  and  other  causes,  have  drawn 
many  country  gentlemen  from  their  houses  at  a 
time  when  their  presence  and  example  are  but  too 
much  needed. 

It  is  one  of  the  fearful  signs  of  the  times  when 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  the  welfare 
of  their  poorer  neighbours  abandon  them  to 
poverty  and  their  own  resources. 

Ignarosque  vise  niecura  miseratus  agrestes. ' 

From  Jesse's  “  Angler's  Rambles .” 


Having  given  this  account  of  our  perch  fishing, 
it  is  time  to  return  to  the  club.  As  the  evening 
drew  towards  a  close,  we  adjourned  to  the  house, 
where  tea  was  made  by  Phoebe,  not  in  tiny  cups, 
but  in  good  capacious  bowls,  which  bore  a  due  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  piles  of  muffins  and  toasted  rolls 
which  were  placed  on  the  table.  Exercise  had 
produced  a  fresh  appetite,  and  I  am  not  sure 
whether  this  meal  was  not  as  much  enjoyed  as 
our  host’s  good  dinner.  There  was  also  something 
in  the  cheerfulness  of  the  room  which  made  every¬ 
one  feel  happy  and  comfortable.  The  rays  of  a 
setting  sun,  just  disappearing  beneath  a  distant 
hill,  and  tinging  the  tops  of  the  trees  with  its 

lustre,  and  afterwards,  „ 

“  The  last  faint  gleamings  of  the  twilight  sky, 
added  to  the  charm  of  the  scene  before  us.  We 
looked  upon  an  extensive  meadow,  through  which 
our  pretty  stream  wandered  where  its  fancy 
seemed  to  lead  it,  and  which  was  adorned  by  the 
numerous  flocks  and  herds  of  our  landlord,  giving 
us  a  picture  of 

“  A  painted  meadow,  and  a  purling  stream.” 
Everything  we  saw  from  the  window  bespoke 
prosperity  and  content,  and  everyone  in  the  house 
appeared  joyous  and  well  fed  The  room  we  sat 
in  requires  a  description.  It  .was  long  and  low, 
having  its  corner  cupboards,  in  which  certain 
specimens  of  old  china,  odd-fashioned  glasses  and 
silver  tankards  were  duly  displayed.  An  ostrich’s 
ega  was  suspended  from  the  roof,  together  with  a 
sort  of  China  ball,  on  which  certain  grotesque 
figures  had  been  painted.  A  sampler  was  duly 
preserved  in  its  gilt  frame,  stating  that  it  had  been 
worked  by  Betty  Wagstaffe  some  fifty  years  ago. 
There  was  also  the  print  of  a  fat  ox,  au  oval  glass 
adorned  by  many  a  peacock’s  feather,  and  a  vile 
daub  of  our  fat  host  in  his  Sunday’s  dress.  All 
these  are  still  fresh  in  my  recollection,  together 
with  an  old  yellow-faced  clock  at  the  further  end 
of  the  room,  which  Dawson  was  apt  to  put  back 
as  the  evening  advanced.  How  well  also  do  I  re¬ 
member  the  rubber  of  long  whist  played  on  a 
ricketty  table,  with  a  coarse,  rough  green  baize 
cloth  thrown  over  it,  which  was  for  ever  changing 
its  position.  While  Dr.  Aston  and  our  landlord 
were  playing  a  hit  of  backgammon  for  sixpence, 
others  were  talking  over  the  sports  of  the  day,  or 
cracking  their  jokes,  to  the  great  interruption  of 
the  whist  players.  A  barrel  of  oysters,  when  the 
season  permitted,  and  a  bowl  of  ale,  properly 
seasoned  with  nutmeg,  toast  and  brown  sugar, 
enabled  the  party  to  conclude  the  evening  to  their 
heart’s  content,  and  they  separated  with  hearty 
good  wishes,  and  many  a  hearty  shake  of  the 

hand.  . 

Such  was  a  country  club  in  my  younger  days, 
and  such  as  it  was  it  helped  to  cement  kind  feel¬ 
ing,  and  to  produce  much  cordiality  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  kindness  amongst  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood.  My  account  may  bo  though, 
minute  and  trifling,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  that 
any  picture  of  old  English  habits  is  worth  record¬ 
ing,  especially  when  it  is  strictly  faithful.  Ex- 
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Work  is  going  on  steadily  at  the  fish  ponds. 
The  first  pond  is  stocked  with  thirty  thousand 
Loch  Leven  fry,  which  are  doing  well,  also  a  few 
white  trout  fry.  The  second  pond  is  nearly 
finished,  and  when  ready  the  remaining  salmon 
fry  will  be  put  into  it. 

White  trout  and  salmon  fry  have  been  put  out 
into  many  of  the  streams  flowing  into  Lough 
Corrib. 

The  river  firriff,  taken  for  the  season  by  the 
club,  is  beginning  to  stock  with  salmon.  Good 
sport  may  be  expected  on  it  from  about  the 
‘20th  inst.,  weather  permitting.  .  The  peal  will  be 
running  up  in  June,  and  the  white  trout  from  the 
latter  part  of  June.  Members  intending  to  fish 
it  should  write  beforehand  to  Mr.  R.  M’Reown, 
Hotel,  Leenane,  co.  Galway,  for  rooms.  Route 
rail  from  Dublin  to  Westport,  car  from  Westport 
to  Leenane,  sixteen  miles.  The  plans  for  fish 
hatchery  at  Oughterard  are  being  prepared. 

Oughterard,  May  4,  1891.  H.  H. 


Cotmpotttence 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation ,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

gIR) _ Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge 

some  further  receipts  of  contributions  from  collect¬ 
ing  boxes  through  Mr.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary  of  the 
Central  Association?  One  guinea  from  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers  ;  seven  shillings  and  sixpence 
from  the  Burton  Piscatorials  ;  and  fourteen  shill¬ 
ings  from  the  Corinthian  Angling  Club.  The 
result  so  far  is  that  six  club3  have  subscribed 
£4  3s.  8d.,  and  there  are  yet  four  boxes  more  to 
be  opened,  so  that  there  are  only  ten  clubs  that 
have  applied  for  collecting  boxes  out  of  nearly 
two  hundred  angling  societies.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  other  clubs  who  use  the  Thames 
stimulated  by  what  has  been  done  by  the  few,  wil 
make  immediate  application  for  boxes  ;  and  I  can 
only  say  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  send  one,  to- 
geth.Gr  with  a  few  copies  of  the  Blue  Book  for  last 
year.— Yours,  &c.,  W.  H.  Brougham,  sec. 

62,  Charing  Cross,  S.W. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Sm,— I  trust,  in  justice  to  myself  and  partner, 
Mr.  R.  K.  R.  Flamank,  you  will  insert  a  correction 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Saturday  next.  At  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Birmingham  and  District 
Angling  Association,  a  report  of  which  appeared 
in  your  last  issue,  you  stated  “  Another  song, 

and  then  the  vice  president  in  a  few  words  gave 

the  toast  of  ‘  The  Press,’  which  was  responded 
to  by  Mr.  Botwood,  who  at  the  close  of  his  re¬ 
marks  presented  the  association  with  a  large 
framed  carte-de-visite  of  Mr.  Coles,  the  president, 
which  Mr.  Coles  in  a  few  chosen  words  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  behalf  of  the  association.”  I  will  not 
attribute  ignorance  to  Mr.  White,  as  only  ordinary 
persons  are  aware  that  a  carte-de-visite  is  tbn2e 
inches  by  two  and  a-balf,  but  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  phrase  used  in  the  report  was 
hardly  likely  to  convey  the  information  that  the 
picture  we  gave  was  a  permanent  life-size  portrait 
of  Mr.  Coles,  valued  by  a  London  firm  at  £4  10s  — 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  H.  A.  Botwood, 

Editor  Angler  and  Sportsman. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  in  last  week’s 
issue  (Mr.  G.  Pearson)  will  be  able  to  obtain  the 
above  minnow  in  large  sizes  from  Mr.  Openshaw, 
of  Newark.  Mr.  0.  has  had  good  sport  among  the 
pike  during  last  season  with  this  bait. — Yours 
truly,  _ Black  Gnat. 

SCOTCH  SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING. 

Sir, — In  “Mac’s”  review  of  “Scotch  Spring 
Salmon  Angling  ”  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  in  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  “  Thurso,” 
he  says  in  the  last  sentence  of  the  paragraph, 

“  But  there  still  remain  the  nets  in  Thurso  Bay 
to  be  dealt  with.”  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  in  so 
far  as  the  proprietor’s  right  goes  the  nets  are 
already  dealt  with,  as  they  are  bought  up  by  the 
sportsmen  who  have  leased  the  river  ;  aud  further, 
no  nets  are  to  be  used  at  the  river  mouth  this  year. 
—Yours,  &c., _  A-  H- 

WHY  DO  SALMON  TAKE  A  FLY?  &c. 

Sir  —May  I  ask  why  do  chub  or  barbel,  &c  , 
take  a  spoon-bait?  Surely  they  do  not  want 
shat  ?  Therefore  I  think  they  think  that  it  is 
evidently  something  good  to  eat  some  tit-bit 
probably— or  a  fit  of  pure  “cussedness”  comes 
over  them  to  destroy  something.  In  a  similar 
manner  jack  will  gently  waft  kis  fins  and  back 
until  his  formidable  snout  is  out  of  sight  of  an 
approaching  fish,  then  he  will  fly  out  like  an  arrow, 
seize  and  chaw  his  prey  without  at  times  the 
slightest  intention  of  eating  it.  All  these  move¬ 
ments  are  performed  in  a  similar  way  to  those  oi 
a  cat  killing  a  mouse  or  bird  and  then  leaving  it, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  trout  and  other 
fish  will  sometimes  kill  things  on  the  move  they 
will  not  look  at  when  still.  We  know  fish  have 
passions,  because  at  certain  periods  they  will  fight 
like  robins,  probably  for  supremacy  (take  salmon, 
for  instance),  and  this  will  account  to  some 
extent  for  the  cussedness  alluded  to.  One  sort  of 
fish  will  chase  another— barbel,  dace,  &c.  ;  stickle- 
backseat  times)  tight  like  game-cocks,  and  loosters 
play  old  Harry  iu  their  terrific  battles.  _ 

There  may  be  just  a  little  curiosity  in  the 
matter  of  a  fish  going  for  one  kind  of  artificial 
fly  in  preference  to  another,  for  you  must  admit, 
Mr.  Editor,  the  flavour  of  an  artificial  is  very  so- 
so  ’  in  fact  so  very  so-so  that  Master  Salmon  would 
very  soon  eject  it.  When  I  say  very  soon,  I  mean 
if  the  angler  waited  long  enough  for  the  creature 
to  bring  its  organs  of  taste  into  play ,  because  if  fish 
have  no  taste  one  bait  would  be  the  same  to  them 
as  another,  and  the  preparation  of  baits  by  anglers 
so  much  waste  of  time.  Either  many  anglers  I 
know  are  great  fools,  or  fish  must  have  the  sense 
of  taste  wonderfully  developed. 

Irritation. — A  fly  composed  of  certain  colours 
may  irritate,  annoy  and  make  fish  angry,  like  the 
sanguinary  colour  undoubtedly  does  ycur  bull,  and 
they  “go”  for  the  cause  of  their  annoyance 
similar  to  a  dog  snapping  at  a  fly,  or  a  man 
striking  bis  head,  cheek,  nose,  or  hand  to  rid  him¬ 
self  of  a  nuisance. 

Depend  upon  it  that  fish  are  not  the  amiable 
creatures  some  authors  would  make  out.  b. 
Turner,  in  his  “  Sacred  History,  ’  published  about 
1830,  says  they  are  “  gentle,  harmless,  social,  and 
peaceful  animals.”  This  may  be  true  to  some 
extent,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  devilry  in  them,  not 
forgetting  their  craft,  cunning,  jealousy,  greed, 
lovl  of  destruction  (even  their  own  species),  and 
their  well-known  habit  of  sulking. 

Supposing  an  angler  were  to  catch,  say,  a  perch 
with  an  artificial  bait,  in  which  the  colour  red  was 
predominant,  and,  on  opening  the  fish,  found  it 
choked  full  of  minnows,  he  would  naturally  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  perch  came  at  the  bait 
either  from  pure  cussedness  or  a  burning  desire  to 
kill  from  sheer  irritation,  probably  caused  by 
having  a  disagreeable  and  exceedingly  irritating 
colour  flaunted  before  his  eyes  operating  on  bis 
nervous  system  to  such  au  extent,  literally  forcing 
him  to  counterbalance  or  relieve  him  from  the 
cause  of  his  extreme  annoyance  and  irritation  by 
destroying  it.  If  you  admit  that  fish  bavo 
passions,  then  may  I  ask,  iu  the  language  of  a 
well-known  philosopher:  “What  is  it  that  feels 
the  passion  ?  Is  it  the  body  or  the  mind  ? 
Because  if  brutes  (and  therefore  fash)  have  no 
minds,  how  can  they  possibly  feel  these  passions . 
-I  am,  &c.,  Hanu’ 


.,0 

FISHING  NEAR  TOWN  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  kind  readers  in¬ 
form  me  of  a  place  on  the  Thames  or  elsewhere 
within  easy  daily  approach  to  London  (City), 
where  fair  fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  the  railway 
fare  reasonable  ?  Thanking  you  and  your  readers 
in  anticipation— I  am,  yours  faithfully,  L.  R. 

[“L.  R.”  should  consult  the  Anglers'  Diary  for 
1891 ;  it  will  be  published  in  a  few  days  and  adver¬ 
tised  in  our  columns. — Ed.] 


LADY  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — I  am  a  she-angler,  passionately  fond  of 
the  sport.  I  wish  more  of  my  sex  would  learn  the 
delight  of  fishing.  ’Tis  interesting  to  read  your 
account  of  the  success  of  lady  anglers.  Even 
when  it  is  a  case  of  a  worm  being  at  one  end,  a 
fool  need  not  be  at  the  other,  and  there  is  little 
joy  on  earth  to  be  compared  with  capturing  a  fine 
fish  on  good  tackle  when  it  can  fight  for  its  life. 
No  doubt  many  women  find  great  joy  from  wear¬ 
ing  Worth’s,  &c.,  latest  fashions,  but  can  it  exceed 
the  satisfaction  one  feels  when  landing  a  good 
trout  caught  with  a  fly  ? — I  am,  Sir,  yours  question  - 
ably,  Mrs.  Bumble. 

Richmond,  Surrey. 

PIKE  DESTROYER  WANTED— DYNAMITE. 

Sir,— If  I  don’t  mistake,  I  have  read  recently 
in  F.  G.  or  Field  that  use  of  dynamite  in  inland 
waters  is  “  illegal  ” ;  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be, 
and  no  receipts  for  using  it  for  this  purpose  ought 
to  be  printed.  Nets  of  all  sorts  fit  for  that 
purpose,  night  lines  with  large  pike  baits,  shooting 
in  the  spawning  time,  &c.,  should  be  very  ample 
destroyers  for  any  one  and  any  water.  “Ware 
dynamite.”— Yours,  &c.,  Laxoring. 

THE  LATE  GREAT  FROST— DESTRUCTION 
OF  FISH  IN  NORFOLK. 

Sir,— I  have  just  received  from  a  relative  who 
owns  a  lake  of  about  three  acres  in  East  Norfolk 
an  account  of  the  immense  destruction  of  all  fish 
during  the  late  great  frost,  which  I  think  mav  be 
of  interest.  y 

“  My  fish  are  nearly  all  dead— bream,  31b.  and 
4lb.,  in  numbers,  many  pike  the  same  size,  and 
perch  and  roach  in  thousands;  while  many  score 
eels  (some  21b.  in  weight)  lay  dead  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water,  the  other  fish  all  floating.  I  be¬ 
lieve  a  few  pike  escaped.  We  broke  the  ice 
occasionally,  but  not  enough,  I  imagine.  The 
water  is  from  2ft.  to  9ft.  deep,  and  at  the  deep 
end  where  it  overflowed  there  was  always  some 
3yds.  square  of  open  water.” 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  account  for  the 
destruction  of  fish  under  these  conditions.  Such 

an  event  has  never  been  known  here  before _ I 

am,  &c.,  w.  jj  m  ' 

Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

[Since  the  “late  great  frost”  we  published 
several  accounts  of  fish  being  killed  by  it  in  lakes 
and  pools.  There  is  no  doubt  that  want  of  oxy¬ 
gen  and  excess  of  hydrogen  and  nitrogen  is  the 
cause  of  the  fish  being  killed.  When  imprisoned 
under  ice  too  long  a  time,  and  when  the  first 
victims  begin  to  decompose,  the  poisonous  gases 
increase  much  faster. — Ed.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Camm’s  widow  and  children  the 
following  donations  :— Corelli  Turle,  Esq.,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Post  Office  Angling  Society, 
through  their  club,  £1  ;  per  Allason  United  Bros. 
Angling  Society,  fifteen  shillings  ;  Dalston  Angling 
Society,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  pennies  col¬ 
lected  per  G.  W.  M.,  at  Birmingham,  through 
Oeorge  W.  Mann,  three  shillings  and  sixpence; 
Mr.  A.  Hawes,  one  shilling;  A  Coggeshall  Volun- 
teer,  one  shilling.  I  hope  brother  anglers  will  not 
forget  to  help,  as  the  late  Mr.  Camm  was  a  good 
fellow,  and  never  refused  to  subscribe  to  any  fund 
that  was  raised.  The  wife  and  six  young  children 
are  left  unprovided  for.  Cheques  to  be  crossed 
Alliance  and  Co. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

Benjamin  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill-gate,  W. 

WATERPROOFING  SEA-LINES. 

Sir,  As  the  season  is  just  commencing,  and 
the  amateurs  are  getting  their  gear  and  fishing 
lines  ready,  a  simple  mode  of  preserving  them 
and  keeping  them  from  rotting  might  be  accept¬ 
able.  I  have  for  some  years  been  trying  all 
kinds  of  experiments  with  various  articles,  and 
after  some  dozens  of  trials  have  discovered  a 
simple  and  cheap  method  of  waterproofing  and 
preserving  sea-lines.  I  found  that  the  ordinary 
coal  tar  was  very  good,  as  it  prevented  rot ;  but 
after  a  certain  time  it  became  hard,  wiry,  and 
brittle,  and  I  find  that  if  you  mix  a  small  quantity 
of  solid  paraffin  with  tar  that  has  been  made 
warm,  and  soak  the  lines  well  with  this  mixture, 
it  is  perfect.  The  lines  should  be  soaked  for  three 
or  four  days,  and  tnen  taken  out  and  rubbed 
down,  and  then,  when  dried,  soaked  again,  the 
mixture  being  mado  warm.  After  the  line  is 
rubbed  down  a  second  time,  you  will  have  as  good 
a  lino  and  thoroughly  waterproofed  as  you  could 
wish  for,  and  one  that  will  not  get  wiry.  The 
proportion  of  paraffin  is  a  piece  about  the  sizo  of 
an  egg  to  a  quart  of  tar,  and  as  paraffin  is  only 
one  shilling  a  pound,  and  tar  about  fourpence  a 
gallon,  a  good  lot  of  lines  may  be  done  with  a 
shilhngsworth  of  material.  I  have  done  some  fine 
lines  for  rod-fishing  for  bass  with  equal  success. 
It  any  of  your  readers  would  like  to  have  their 
lines  done,  and  do  not  like  the  mess,  I  shall 
be  p.eased  to  put  them  in  my  boiler  when  I  am 
making  up  stock.— Yours,  &c., 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 


[May  9,  1891. 

in  prime  condition  it  has  been  estimated  that  it 
would  have  weighed  from  351b.  to  401b.”  Query- 
why  were  the  words  I  have  italicised  left  out  ? 
Was  it  to  help  make  his  article  good  ? 

Referring  now  to  page  200  of  No.  727  of  the 
F.  G.,  in  the  paragraph  commencing,  “  Here  is  an 
item  of  news  from  Canterbury,”  “  Templar  ” 
remarks :  “  By  the  way,  a  friend  who  knew  the 
Stour  years  ago  tells  me  the  huge  trout  recently 
caught ,  and  called  a  Fordwich  trout,  was  the  first 
he  had  heard  of  caught  at  this  season,”  &c.  Now 
the  friend  in  question  has  somehow  made  the 
same  mistake  as  many  more  have  done  in  think¬ 
ing  the  fish  was  caught.  It  was  not  caught ,  but  picked 
up  dead  in  a  decomposed  and  emaciated  condition. 

Trusting  you  will  favour  me  by  printing  these 
few  corrections. — I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 
Ferry.  n.  King. 

[Mr.  King  called,  and  brought  us  a  photograph 
of  the  fish,  and  a  very  carefully-made  outline  in 
pen  and  ink,  with  exact  measurements.  We  have 
very  little  doubt  the  fish  was  an  old  kelt  bull 
trout,  and  in  that  case  its  age  would  be  nearer 
five  than  twenty-five  years. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AROUND  SOUTH  MOLTON, 
DEVON. 


THE  GROVE  FERRY  TROUT. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  deeply  obliged  if  you  or 
one  of  your  readers,  will  kindly  tell  me  where  I 
can  get  really  good  trout  fishing  in  Scotland  in 
the  end  of  June  to  middle  of  July. 

I  don’t  quite  aspire  to  salmon  fishing,  but  have 
a  split  cane  “Leonard”  that  is  just  the  thing 
for  grilse,  or  big  lake  trout,  and  I  am  anxious  to 
test  its  capabilities. 

My  own  idea  was  to  go  to  the  Tummel,  either 
by  Loch  Tummel  or  Loch  Rannoch  ;  but  I  don’t 
know  whether  the  trout  fishing  is  good  on  either 

°n  thfs  month.'  “  y'  “d  1  Ca“  °D'y  «et  away 

May  I  trespass  on  the  kindness  of  some  one  of 
your  contributors  in  the  manner  indicated  ? _ 

°pro’  &c’  , .  J-  Grant  Gibson. 

.  Vb;~bce?®ry  mexpensiveness  are  certainly 
to  be  taken  into  account.  ^ 

[We  fear  really  good  trout  fishing  cannot  be 
had  without  expense,  even  in  Scotland;  but  what 
^expense  per  weeji  does  Mr.  Gibson  care 


i  S™,— Referring  to  your  editorial  note  to  my 
6r,  w  ,  aPPeared  in  Fishing  Gazette,  No.  724, 
March  7  last,  re  the  large  trout  picked  up  dead  in 
the  river  Stour,  I  now  beg  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  photograph  taken  of  it  by  our  secretary,  the 
Rev.  E.  T. Clark,  also  a  sketch  or  outline  of  the 
fish  upon  which  I  have  given  details  and  measure- 
ments  of  each  part  as  far  as  it  lay  in  my  power 
to  take  same,  which,  considering  the  state  of  the 
fash  when  picked  up,  proved  to  be  a  very  difficult 
and  unpleasant  task  ;  anyhow  I  have  endeavoured 
to  show  all  the  measurements  as  accurately  as 
possible.  J 

I  still  think  the  fish  near  a  quarter  of  a  century 
old,  and  from  all  the  sources  of  information  at  my 
command  I  am  still  under  the  impression  that  if 
the  fash  had  been  in  prime  condition,  it  might 

ra?r?nab  y  be  estimated  to  have  weighed  from  35lb. 
to  401b. 

I  would  like  to  refer  to  two  of  “  Templar’s  ” 
remarks  in  “  Waltoniana,”  remarks  which 
appeared  respectively  on  page  167,  No.  725.  and 
page  200,  No.  727,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

In  the  first  instance  I  cannot  think  it  possible 
for  the  writer  of  the  article  in  the  Man  of  the  World 
to  have  attempted  in  any  way  to  infer  that  the 
writer  of  the  report  of  the  finding  of  the  huge 
trout  near  here  was  a  “trout  liar.”  Should  he 
even  have  thought  such  a  thing,  perhaps  when  he 
reads  this,  and  sees  a  correct  copy  of  the  photo 
and  measurements  in  your  valuable  paper,  he  may 
be  induced  to  write  another  article  on  “  truthful 
reporters.  ’  Again  referring  to  this  paragraph,  it 

Zt-  , a  30rted  ^  me  that  the  fish  found 
eighed  -61b.,  but  “would  have  weighed  in  its 
prime  from  351b.  to  401b.”  What  I  said  was 
that  it  weighed  when  found  261b.,  and  “when 


Dear  Sir, — Some  thirty,  or  even  twenty,  years 
ago,  when  locomotion  was  not  so  easy  as  it  now 
is,  when  the  number  of  fishermen  here  was  very 
much  less  than  now,  and  when  waterproof  fishing 
stockings  and  trousers  were  but  little  known,  the 
fljT-fishing  in  some  of  the  rivers  around  here  was 
what  is  called  “  open,”  i.e,,  neither  the  owners 
nor  occupiers  of  land  adjoining  the  rivers  forbade 
men  to  fish  from  the  bank  with  rod  and  line, 
although  they  then  could,  as  they  can  now,  pre¬ 
vent  men  fishing  from  their  lands,  and  upon  cause 
given  summon  them  for  trespass.  The  fishing  then 
was  fairly  good  for  rapid  streams,  small  ones,  the 
trout  averaging  not  4oz.  each.  The  trespass  on 
the  occupiers  was  but  slight ;  fences  were  not 
broken  down  ;  gates  were  not  continually  left 
open  and  the  farmer’s  stock  allowed  to  stray  into 
tilled  ground  or  elsewhere  ;  the  rivers  were  not 
walked  all  over  and  the  fishing  destroyed  for 
everyone  following  a  man  walking  over  any  one 
of  our  three  small  streams.  But  all  this  has  now 
undergone  a  complete  change ;  fishermen  are  so 
plentiful  that  occupiers  of  land  complain  loudly 
of  their  trespassing ;  the  rivers  are  walked  into 
(especially  by  strangers),  destroying  the  fishing 
for  everyone  who  may  chance  to  follow  one  of 
them  (the  owner  or  the  occupier  of  the  river 
bank  for  instance),  and  the  streams  are  “  whipped 
to  death.”  The  result  of  this  is  that  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  are  fast  closing  their  fishings, 
and  are  forbidding  all  men  to  fish  except  by 
special  leave,  and  open  fishing  now  exists  only  in 
detached  pieces.  I  myself  have  closed  nearly 
two  miles  of  river  frontage — it  is  in  three  parts — 
and  all  men  found  fishing  therefrom  in  the  streams 
adjoining  will  be  summoned  for  trespass,  for  it  is 
the  place  of  everyone  who  fishes  first  to  ascertain 
that  he  has  a  right  or  leave  to  do  so.  I  am 
writing  this  to  you,  because  by  letters  and  adver¬ 
tisements  strangers  have  been,  and  still  may  be, 
induced  to  come  here,  find  the  sport  not  in  any 
degree  equal  to  their  expectations,  ar.d  also  find 
themselves  summoned  for  trespass — not  merely 
driven  oft  land  as  several  have  been  driven  oil 
lately.  An  owner’s  or  an  occupier’s  land  often 
adjoins  a  river  for  only  three  or  four  fields,  giving 
perhaps  one  hour’s  fishing,  but  it  is  enough  to 
“  swear  by,”  and  enables  a  man  to  advertise 
“  private  fishing.”  Persons  before  going  any¬ 
where  to  fish  should  learn  the  extent  of  private 
fishing.  Unless  they  do  so  they  may  find  them¬ 
selves  woefully  deceived.  If  you  will  find  space 
for  the  above  in  an  early  impression  of  your  very 
useful  Gazette,  you  will  much  oblige. — Yours 
faithfully,  _  J.  Bawden. 


DRAWN  AND  UNDRAWN  GUT. 

Sir,  I  said  in  my  letter  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  last  week  that  “gut  properly  drawn 
is  as  strong  in  proportion  to  its  thickness.”  There 
is  no  question  undrawn  gut  is  much  stronger  than 
drawn  gut  of  equal  thickness.  The  great  difficulty 
is  getting  extra  fine  undrawn  made,  consequently 
the  quantity  produced  is  very  small,  and  it  makes 
it  worth  more  than  drawn  gut— Yours  faithfully, 

S.  Alluock, 
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A  SUFFOLK  FISH  STORY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  no  wish  to  try  and  beat  a 
record  as  to  fishing  stories,  but  only  to  relate 
what  was  told  me  as  true,  and  which  I  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  believe,  by  a  young  Suffolk  boatman  on 
the  east  coast.  He  told  me  that  during  snow¬ 
storms  they  have  found  many  large  congers 
washed  up  on  the  beach.  One  time  a  boy  caught 
one  of  these,  and  was  carrying  it  up  the  cliff,  and 
on  nearing  the  top  ho  met  a  man,  with  whom  he 
began  to  chat,  and  laid  the  conger  down  on  the 
grass.  Tho  chat  was  suddenly  cut  short  by  a 
curious  sight,  for  tho  conger,  having  become 
warmed  by  the  sun’s  rays,  and  apparently  con¬ 
scious  of  his  altitude  from  his  native  element,  put 
the  tip  of  hi3  tail  into  his  mouth,  and  hoop-like 
trundled  down  the  hill,  doing  a  little  cycling  on 
his  o  wn  account, and  disappeared  into  the  sea ;  thus 
furnishing  ns  with  a  story  of  perhaps  macaroon 
standard.  — Yours  very  truly,  Silly  Suffolk. 


NORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 

Sir, — Having  noticed  in  your  issue  of  the  18th  ult. 
a  note  to  the  effect  that  I  had  made  an  erroneous 
statement  relative  to  the  pike  spawning  being  so 
backward  in  this  district  I  may  state  that  my  in¬ 
formation  was  from  a  reliable  source,  and  that  I 
have  lately  prosecuted  further  inquiries,  and  find 
that  as  late  as  last  Saturday,  the  25th  ult.,  pike 
were  taken  which  had  not  yet  spawned  ;  and  it’s 
also  a  fact  that  in  a  large  dyke  near  Norwich 
might  be  seen  this  very  day  (April  30)  five  or  six 
jack,  whose  presence  indicates  that  they  are  now 
spawning.  These  facts  can  be  verified. 

Some  of  your  readers  will  hear  with  surprise 
that  an  angling  match  took  place  lately  at 
Horning,  on  the  Bure ;  but  the  cold  prevented 
good  sport.  Some  bream  up  to  2|lb.  were  cap¬ 
tured,  and  the  club  enjoyed  the  outing ;  but,  of 
course,  some  weeks  must  elapse  before  matches 
will  be  in  form. — Yours,  &c.,  Robert  Moll. 


THE  FLY  ON  EYED  HOOK  AND  TIED  ON 

GUT. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  “  Val  Conson,”  con¬ 
siders  I  am  too  severe  on  eyed  hooks  for  dry-fly 
fishing,  and  claims  for  them  many  advantages,  as 
compared  with  the  gut-tied  hooks.  Now  by  this 
time  eyed  hooks  have  had  a  fair  trial,  and  it  would 
be  most  valuable  to  have  these  advantages  clearly 
defined ;  and  if  you  can  afford  space  in  your 
journal  to  record  them,  I  for  one  should  be  much 
obliged  and  instructed. 

It  so  happens  that  much  of  my  trout  fishing  has 
been  done  in  southern  rivers,  where  dry-fly  fishing 
is  practised,  and  I  am  too  old  a  hand  not  “  to 
do  in  Rome  as  Rome  does”;  in  fact  I  do  not  consider 
that  an  angler  who  fishes  many  rivers  can  afford 
to  be  entirely  a  dry-fly  or  a  wet-fly  fisher. 

I  gained  most  convincing  proof  of  this  only  the 
other  day  while  fishing  a  northern  wet-fly  river, 
for  while  the  great  rise  of  March  Browns  was  on 
the  trout  would  not  look  at  my  wet  fly,  so  in  the 
evening  I  dressed  on  a  very  small  May-fly  hook  a 
floating  March  Brown,  with  cork  body  and  wings 
of  the  entire  top  of  the  shoveller  duck  feather 
dressed  on  the  hook  back  to  back,  similar  to  the 
manner  in  the  floating  Drake,  which  on  the 
following  day  killed  fish  during  the  thick  of  the 
rise. 

While  lately  fishing  I  have  killed  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  trout,  weighing  84£lb.,  and  have 
probably  returned  forty  to  fifty  smolts,  and  in  the 
rocess  lost  four  flies— one  in  a  salmon  ;  two 
roken  by  large  trout  round  rocks,  entailing  the 
loss  of  half  the  cast ;  and  the  fourth  (a  dropper)  I 
cannot  account  for  ;  and  as  this  took  place  mostly 
in  N.E.  heavy  winds,  not  to  say  gales,  I  cannot 
well  complain  of  my  gut-tied  hooks. 

After  landing  two  or  three  dozen  trout  and 
smolts  with  a  fly  I  oertainly  have  had  occasion  to 
replace  it  with  a  new  one,  as  the  fly  beoame  worn ; 
but  the  gut  attachment  was  perfectly  sound. 

My  objections  to  the  eyed  hook  are — 

(1)  Increase  of  weight  of  metal  used  to  form 
the  eye ; 

(2)  The  difficulty  of  attachment  with  cold 
fingers ; 

(3)  The  very  fact  of  anything  being  at  the  head 
of  a  fly  which  is  nt»t  absolutely  necessary  ; 

(4)  The  time  required  to  get  the  *•  set  ”  straight. 

These,  to  my  mind,  are  all  disadvantages  of  the 

eyed  hook,  as  compared  with  that  gut-tied,  and  I 


shall  bo  pleased  to  learn  the  advantages  which 
overbalance  them.  I  cannot  say  if  it  be  easier  to 
“  neck  ”  or  flick  off  gut-tied  than  eyed  hooks,  as 
such  experiences  of  mine  with  the  former  are  of 
too  ancient  date  to  be  reliable  ;  but  this  con¬ 
sideration  I  take  to  be  beyond  the  argument,  as 
these  peculiarities  should  be  rectified  by  the  fore 
arm  and  wrist  of  the  angler  rather  than  by  altera¬ 
tion  in  tackle. 

When  once  the  knack  of  “  necking  ’’  flies  has 
been  lost  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  regain  it,  and 
this  the  other  day  £  put  to  the  proof.  After 
discussing  the  query  of  “Corres"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  with  my  usual  attendant,  I  said  to  him, 
“  just  try  to  flick  off  a  fly,”  but  after  a  dozen 
attempts  gave  it  up,  defeated  ;  and  he  summed  it 
up  thus :  “  It’s  harder  to  ‘  neck  ’  a  fly  than  to 
keep  it  on  when  one  don’t  know  how.” — I  am, 
yours  truly,  Fraser  Sandf.man. 

Wells  House, 

Ilkley-in-Wharfedale. 

P.S. — I  am  getting  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  to  dress 
me  some  eyed  hooks,  and  will  give  them  a  good 
chance  at  Whitsuntide. 

[We  publish  Mr.  Sandeman’s  letter  with 
pleasure,  but  would  remind  him  that  what  at  the 
timo  was  called  “  The  Great  Eyed  Hook  Question  ” 
was  thrashed  to  death  in  our  columns,  so  much  so 
that  many  a  subscriber  wrote  to  say  he  was  sick 
of  the  battle  between  the  systems. — Ed.] 


WHAT  ARE  BICKERDYIvE  SPRING  LOOPS  ’? 

Sir,  —I  am  sorry  if  I  have  called  the  spring 
loops  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  by  a  wrong 
name,  and  hasten  to  apologise  to  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke.  I  merely  quoted  a  price  list  of  Mr. 
Bambridge,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Eton,  in  which 
is  mentioned — “  Combination  Lead  and  Swivel 
(the  Geen  Patent).  These  leads  are  also  made 
with  the  Bickerdyke  spring  loops,  which  enable 
quick  attachment  or  detachment.” — Yours,  &c., 

Northwood,  Builth.  John  Hotchkis. 


FISHING  NEAR  DUMFRIES. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “  R.  S.  W.”  in  last  week’s 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette : — (No.  1)  He  can 
have  good  trout  fishing  at  Thornhill,  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Dumfries.  Apply  to  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  bookseller  there.  The  charge  is  only 
a  few  shillings  for  the  season.  (No-  2)  At  Dum¬ 
fries  he  can  get  General  Johnston’s  water,  which 
extends  from  Dumfries  Caul  down  the  river.  The 
tickets  for  the  season  (twelve  shillings  and  six¬ 
pence)  from  Mr.  Henderson,  solicitor.  (No.  3) 
Major  Young’s  water  (Nith  at  Lincluden),  ten 
shillings  for  the  season.  Tickets  from  the  chief 
constable.  (No.  4)  Dumfries  Angling  Club 
water,  the  Clouden.  Apply  to  Mr.  S.  Brown, 
Town  Hall,  Dumfries.  The  first  and  the  last  are 
the  best  waters,  and  afford  some  nice  trout  fish¬ 
ing.  The  same  flies  as  used  in  the  Esk  and  other 
Border  streams  suit  for  the  Nith.  However, 
“  R.  S.  W.”  would  do  well  to  call  on  some  of  the 
local  tackle-dealers  in  Dumfries.  Mr.  McCall, 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  McMillan  have  all  suitable 
flies,  and  would  give  other  information. 

If  “  R.  S.  W.”  is  not  particular  about  residing 
in  Dumfries,  I  would  recommend  him  to  make 
Annan  his  centre.  This  river  is  far  ahead  of  the 
Nith,  and  is  regularly  visited  by  Dumfries 
anglers  in  preference  to  their  own  dinner.  A 
permit  for  the  months  named  will  cost  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence,  or  two  shillings  and  six¬ 
pence  per  week,  which  entitles  anyone  to  fish  for 
salmon,  sea  trout,  her  ling,  &c.  During  the  months 
of  July  and  August  splendid  sport  is  had  in  the 
Annan.  I  will  be  pleased  to  give  further  infor- 
mation  if  desired.  The  Editor  of  the  F.  G.  will 
furnish  “  R.  S.  W.’’  with  my  private  address. — 
Yours,  &c.,  Heatherbell. 


Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment. — Influenza,  Coughs,  and 
Colds. — In  diseases  of  the  throat  and  chest,  so  prevalent  in  our 
changeable  climate,  nothing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  so  certainly 
cures,  as  these  inestimable  remedies.  These  disorders  are  too  often 
neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudiciously  treated,  re¬ 
sulting  in  either  case  in  disastrous  consequences.  Whatever  the 
condition  of  the  patient,  Holloway’s  remedies  will  restore,  if 
recovery  be  possible  ;  they  will  retard  the  alarming  symptoms  till 
the  blood  is  purified  and  nature  consummates  the  cure,  gradually 
restoring  strength  and  vital  nervous  power.  By  persevering  in  the 
use  of  Holloway’s  preparations,  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomach 
and  frame  generally.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health 
after  every  other  means  had  failed. 


A  FISHY  CONTRIBUTION. 

By  “  Esox  Paterfamilias.’ 

My  dear  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 

I’m  only  a  pike,  but  yet 
I’d  like,  if  you  will  allow  me, 

To  figure  in  your  Gazette. 

I  don’t  suppose  it  is  often 
You  hear  from  a  poor  old  fish, 

Though  you  hear  enough  about  them, 

And  frequently  catch  a  dish  ; 

For  what  with  one  and  another 
Who  fish  for  us  day  and  night, 

\\  il h  “ pater  and  “snap  ”  and  “  trimmer, 
We  haven’t  much  time  to  write  ; 

And  what  little  brains  wo  boast  of 
Are  pretty  well  puzzled  now, 

When  appetite  craves  for  dinner. 

To  settle  the  “  when  ”  and  “  how.” 

It  won’t  do  to  venture  rashly 
From  out  of  a  quiet  nook. 

And  bolt  the  first  fish  that  passes. 

For  fear  it  contains  a  hook. 

So  what  with  warning  the  youngsters. 

And  thinking  of  No.  1, 

And  dodging  t  he  many  anglers, 

There’s  work  enough  to  be  done. 

But  at  last  the  season’s  over, 

Thank  goodness !  It’s  been  enough 
To  ruin  my  nervous  system, 

Although  it’s  middling  tough. 

I  pride  myself  on  discretion, 

And  I  rarely  foul  a  hook  ; 

For  I  eye  my  tit-bits  over 
With  a  scrutinising  look  ; 

But  now  and  again  it  chances, 

In  spite  of  my  careful  looks, 

I  drop  on  a  bait  that  “sells  ”  me. 

And  proves  a  mouthful  of  hooks. 

Not  that  I  care  much  for  that,  sir. 

For  my  mouth  is  hard  and  strong. 

And  although  at  first  unpleasant, 

I  muddle  them  out  ere  long  ; 

For  never  a  line  could  hold  me, 

But  every  one  was  snapped, 

And  the  angler  left  lamenting, 

When  I  found  myself  entrapped. 

But  though  I’m  a  twenty -pounder 
And  noted  for  age  and  strength 
(A  regular  “ tackle-smasher”). 

My  master  I  met  at  length ; 

And  though  by  the  merest  chance,  sir, 

I  live  at  the  present  time, 

I  feel  I  shall  fall  a  victim 
Some  day  to  his  rod  and  line. 

It’s  a  nasty  sort  of  feeling 
That  affects  the  appetite, 

And  keeps  one  all  in  a  worry 
And  fidget  from  morn  till  night. 

But  now  the  season  is  over 
And  I  have  got  breathing  time, 

I’ll  tell  you  just  how  it  happened, 

This  terrible  scare  of  mine. 

I  was  out  one  morning  hunting, 

And  bolting  the  little  roach 
That  played  round  the  reeds  in  hundreds, 
When  I  saw  a  punt  approach. 

I  didn’t  pay  much  attention 
To  the  two  who  sat  inside, 

But  only  laughed  when  I  saw  them, 

And  did  not  attempt  to  hide. 

They  fixed  their  punt  to  the  rushes, 

And  then  they  commenced  to  smoke, 
While  I  went  on  getting  dinner, 

And  thinking  it  quite  a  joke. 

But  soon  I  found  I  had  taken 
A  hook  with  a  lively  dace, 

And  grinned  as  I  tried  to  picture 
The  angler’s  radiant  face, 

And  how  in  the  punt  above  me 
He  stood  with  his  rod  in  hand, 

And  thought  of  “  your  humble  servant  ” 
As  though  I  was  safe  on  land. 

I  thought  with  glee  of  his  anger. 

And  how  he  would  curse  “that  jack 
When  his  line  soon  after,  broken 
And  minus  the  hook,  came  back. 

’Twas  only  a  “paternoster,” 

With  a  single  hook  attached, 

So  fine  that  Td  not  perceived  it 
When  that  little  dace  I  snatched. 

With  a  rush  that  made  him  whistle 
I  scudded  across  the  lake ; 

But  although  I  dived  and  twisted 
Ilis  tackle  I  failed  to  break, 

So-ho!  thought  I,  Mr.  Angler, 

Your  line  must  be  pretty  strong  ; 

But  don’t  let  that  fact  elate  you, 

For  I'll  smash  it  up  ere  long. 

But  no— the  Fates  were  against  me ; 

I  struggled  with  might  and  main, 

But  no  matter  how  I  wriggled, 

My  efforts  were  all  in  vain. 

It  seemed  that  a  demon  angler 
That  thin  little  line  controlled, 

For  its  hold  was  never  loosened 
However  I  turned  and  rolled. 

Till  at  length  all  spent  and  baffled. 

And  powerless  from  want  of  breath, 

I  lay  on  the  surface,  helpless, 

And  floated  towards  my  death. 

Then  turning  my  dim  eyes  upwards 
I  could  see  my  captor  stand, 

Upright  in  the  punt,  while  kneeling, 

His  comrade  bent,  gaff  in  hand. 
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With  a  fiendish  satisfaction 
They  spoke  of  their  monster  prize, 
And  while  they  prepared  to  land  me, 
Made  guesses  at  weight  and  size. 

I  could  sec  the  bright  steel  flashing 
As  he  stooped  to  make  his  stroke  ; 
But  he  gaffed,  not  fish,  but  tackle, 
And  the  paternoster  broke. 
Although  I  was  still  in  danger, 

For  I  couldn’t  move  at  first, 

I  smiled  as  I  thought  those  fellows 
With  anger  were  fit  to  burst. 

For  they  made— well,  not  exactly 
“  A  parliamentary  speech,” 

And  called  me  some  ugly  names,  sir, 
As  I  floated  out  of  reach  ; 

And  one  was  crimson  with  anger, 
And  the  other  white  with  rage, 
While  I  was  weak  as  a  baby, 

In  spite  of  my  size  and  age. 


Then  they  swore  at  one  another, 

They  swore  at  the  punt  and  me  ; 
Then  tho  angler  cursed  the  gaffer, 
And  the  gaffer,  mad  was  he. 

But  pulling  myself  together 
Before  they  could  move  tho  punt, 

I  bade  adieu  to  the  couple, 

And  left  them  alone  to  hunt. 

For  weeks  since  that  fierce  encounter 
I  had  the  “  tic-douloureux,” 

I  was  crazy  with  the  toothache, 

And  didn’t  know  what  to  do  ; 

And  now  although  I  am  better. 

That  hook  I  shall  always  feel, 

For  fast  in  my  under  jawbone 
I  shall  always  carry  steel. 

I  do  not  send  my  address,  sir. 

Because  I  have  heard  your  fame 
With  the  rod  and  paternoster, 

And  I  do  not  like  the  game. 


But  I'll  thank  you  very  kindly 
If  space  for  this  note  you’ll  find, 

For  the  secret  much  depressed  me, 

And  then  ’twill  be  off  my  mind. 

I  don't  intend  to  be  captured, 

And  landed  on  punt  or  bank, 

And  if  such  a  fate  awaits  me 
I’ve  only  myself  to  thank. 

But  still,  sir,  life  is  uncertain, 

And  my  nerves  have  been  upset, 

And  I  dread  the  coming  season 
Much  more  than  I  have  done  yet ; 

So  if  you  happen  to  notice 
A  hook  in  the  lower  jaw 
Of  any  pike  that  you  capture, 

And  see  it  looks  rather  sore, 

You’ll  know  you  have  caught  the  author 
Of  this  little  fishy  rhyme, 

And  I  trust  you’ll  put  him  hack,  sir, 

To  battle  another  time. 

“A  COGGESHALL  VOLUNTEER. 


Geo.  CORDING’S 

Ventilated  Fishing’  Coats, 


TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS.  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c 


12S,  RESENT  ST,,  231.  STRAND 


_ _ &  Co.,  Standard  Works, 

H““ardSat  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Patent  Applied  for. 


ADVANTAGES. 

1.— The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net.  It 
cannot  getknocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it,  nor  can 
it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2 — It  can  he  disengaged  practically  in  an  instant, 
without  fail,  the  sling,  Ac.,  being  so  arranged  that  it 
never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3  —Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling,  you  hardly  feel  any  weight, 
and  eveu  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4 —In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where  a  net  ought  to 
be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes  back  into  position 
at  once.  You  need  never  take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5  —When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at  the 
right  p’ace,  at  the  hand  end. 

6  _ The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  convenient 

mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

SPECIALITIES. 

The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 

The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Archer  Spinners. 

Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  USE. 

Catch  hold  of  the  handle  with  your  left  hand, 
pulling  it  up  at  right  angles  to  you,  with  the  net  held 
closely  between  the  left  arm  and  body  ;  then,  with 
thumb  and  forefinger  (still  using  the  left  hand), 
undo  the  catch,  thus  :  pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is 
free.  This  action  is  so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at 
once.  A  dozen  trials  or  so  will  make  the  user  master 
of  the  catch,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is 
freed  almost  instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an 
impossibility. 


u  |  Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


Est.  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1884. 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM, 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  RRANDY 

PETER  F.  HEERING,  ,  _  , 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  ^  ^  ^ 

BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 

As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  “Fishing  Gazctte,"and  numerous  'other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad. 

FisJ, 


SPECIALITIES  for  SCOTCH 
LOCHS  A2TD  RIVERS. 


The  finest  collection  of  LOCH  FLIES 
in  Scotland. 

Send  for  particulars  to — 

J.  T.  THOMPSON,  15,  Frederick  St.,  Edinburgh. 


Figure  1  6hows  how  Spring  of  our  “Flexible  Grip'1  Rods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 

Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 

General  Catalogue,  08  pages,  illustrated  with  over  100  woodcuts,  and  containing  fishery  map  of  Irelan 
specially  drawn  for  the  work,  by  J.  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  post-free,  8d.  Samples  of  Ulster  Silk  Lines,  poa 
free.  Annual  gut  and  cast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND . 

JOS,  BEAD  DELL  &  SON,  21,  Caotlo  Plaoo,  BELFAST. 


SCOTCH  TWEEDS, 

ALL  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear;  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets,  &c. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Langhaugh  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

patterns  free.  parcels  paid . 


w. 

PR  ACL  CAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St„  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  W.  H.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  i  weeds. 

Mr.  W.  II.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MAY  9,  1891. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  “  merry  month  ”  was  ushered  in  with 
weather  that  made  the  hearts  of  anglers  generally, 
in  this  district,  to  leap  for  joy.  Rain  has  been 
fervently  hoped  for,  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
bitter  east  winds,  simultaneously  with  the  advent 
of  the  welcome  rain,  is  a  blessing  for  which  we 
are  profoundly  grateful.  Hope  deferred  is  a  try¬ 
ing  ordeal  even  for  an  angler,  but  with  the  great 
annual  holiday  close  upon  us  despair  was  taking 
almost  entire  possession,  but  in  our  extremity  of 
despondency  the  veil  is  lifted,  and  once  more 
cheerfulness  returns.  Already  we  hear  of  more 
water  in  our  local  streams.  Trout  are  moving 
freely  about  and  more  inclined  to  feed  ;  this  will 
soon  put  them  in  that  condition  now  conspicuous 
by  its  entire  absence. 


Contributors  to  local  papers  have  lately  developed  a 
considerable  amount  of  energy  in  supplying  “angling 
news.”  We  are  just  at  present  suffering  from  an  overdose 
of  “  Notes,”  mostly  of  a  questionable  character  and  likely 
to  do  harm  to  our  favourite  sport.  It  is  a  great  mistake 
for  statements  to  appear  in  print  founded  on  the  vaguest 
information  relating  to  angling  associations,  regardless  of 
the  mischief  likely  to  be  caused  by  their  appearance.  The 
energy  displayed  by  probably  well  meaning  but  certainly 
indiscreet  writers  to  the  public  press  if  devoted  to  the 
development  of  the  various  associations,  whose  object  is 
to  further  our  interests,  much  good  mav  result,  but  at 
present  it  merely  retards  the  efforts  of  others. 


Respecting  our  remarks  last  week  in  these  notes,  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  negotiations  now  going  on  for  acquiring  the 
fishing  in  the  Lake  District,  we  alluded  to  extracts  from 
papers  published  in  various  counties  in  the  North  of 
England.  We  do  not  make  statements  without  having 
good  grounds  for  them,  and  certainly  no  single  letter  or 
statement  would  be  sufficient ;  nothing  but  conclusive 
evidence  would  justify  our  assertion,  and  that  evidence  is 
in  our  possession. 


A  report  to  hand  of  a  trout  fishing  competition  for 
prizes,  in  which  only  two  fish  were  taken,  weighing'  5io z. 
and  4oz.  Strange  to  say  the  first  and  second  prizes  were 
awarded  for  these  fish.  What  next? 

The  principal  item  of  interest  in  this  district  during  the 
past  week  was  the  lecture  delivered  on  Monday  last,  to 
the  anglers  comprising  the  Manchester  Centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers’  Association.  Unfortunately  for  the 
success  of  the  undertaking  serious  illness  prevented  both 
the  lecturer  and  chairman  as  announced  from  attending. 
Mr.  R.  Burn  and  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts,  however,  came  to 
the  rescue  and  efficiently  performed  the  duties,  the  former 
as  lecturer  and  the  latter  as  chairman.  Mr.  Burn  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  being  able  at  a  few  hours'  notice  to  take 
up  the  manuscript  and  deal  with  it  in  the  manner  he  did ; 
it  was  a  trying  ordeal,  but  nevertheless  he  succeeded 
admirably.  The  audience  was  a  trifle  disappointing,  but 
perhaps  this  may  be  explained  in  the  short  notice  and  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  promoters  in  getting  at  the 
anglers  individually.  This  can  bo  avoided  in  the  future  if 
secretaries  of  Lancashire  clubs  will  send  their  names  and 
addresses  to  Mr.  George  S.  Smeeth,  39,  Hanging  Ditch, 
Manchester.  The  lecture  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention  by  those  present,  and  as  the  wonderful  provisions 
of  nature  for  maintaining  the  sanitary  condition  of  all 
waters  were  unfolded,  instruction  was  imparted  to  all,  and 
received  with  deep  gratitude.  It  was  demonstrated 
beyond  dispute  that  if  any  water  failed  to  contain  the 
necessary  fish,  insects,  plants,  & c.,  who  in  themselves  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  own  existence  and  support,  that  water 
would  necessarily  be  to  some  extent  impure.  Considerable 
discussion  followed  on  the  various  points  raised  in  the 
lecture  and  angling  questions  generally.  It  was  unani¬ 
mously  resolved  to  continue  this  course  of  lectures,  due 
notice  of  which  will  appear  in  these  notes.  Votes  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  chairman  concluded  the  pro¬ 
ceedings.  _ 


Another  of  the  links  connecting  the  present  race  of 
anglers  with  those  who  used  our  local  river,  the  Irwell,  for 
their  sport  has  disappeared  in  the  death  of  that  veteran 
fisherman,  Mr.  E.  H.  Hargreaves,  of  Broughton,  Man¬ 
chester,  at  the  age  of  seventy -six.  His  chief  resorts  were 
the  Rapids,  Agecroft  Bridge,  Ringley,  and  Roman  Ford, 
all  spots  now  only  known  as  favourable  points  for  viewing 
our  polluted  river. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

During  Saturday  the  Trent  in  the  Nottingham 
district  rose  eight  or  nine  inches  through  heavy 
showers  of  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  on  Sunday 
there  were  fully  two  feet  of  extra  water  coming 
down.  The  river,  however,  got  the  turn  on  Mon¬ 
day,  and  on  Wednesday  the  water  was  again  run¬ 
ning  at  low  summer  level.  Very  likely  the 
“  fresh  ”  has  brought  up  more  salmon.  This  class 
of  anglers  has  been  busy  since  my  last  notes,  but  sport 
continues  indifferent.  On  Saturday  Mr.  T.  Wood,  Mr.  G. 
Drury,  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  were  out  at  King’s  Mills,  and 
on  Monday  Mr.  Beeton  and  friend  tried  the  “Long  Swim” 
at  Shardlow.  Mr.  Copenhurst,  Derby,  visited  the  “  Chan¬ 
nel”  below  King’s  Mills  Ferry  Chain,  and  succeeded  in 
killing  a  fresh-run  fish  of  about  161b.  Good  luck  to  you, 
Mr.  Copenhurst !  You  are  indeed  a  fortunate  man.  Last 
week  you  outwitted  your  fellow-subscribers  with  a  grand 
fellow  of  261b.,  and  on  the  loth  April  you  had  one  of  181b. 
from  the  scene  of  your  latest  capture.  May  you  scoro 
again  at  no  distant  date.  On  Tuesday,  by  way  of  experi¬ 
ment,  Sir  John  Vauncey  Crewe’s  Swarlestone  keeper 
I  Foster),  and  Mr.  J.  Wilkinson,  of  Derby,  fished  Sir  John’s 
water  at  Sawley  weir,  but  failed  either  to  see  or  to  land  a 


fish.  On  the  same  day  I  was  out  at  Shardlow,  and  trolled 
very  hard  over  a  fish  that  I  observed  roll  over  in  the 
“Long  Swim;”  but  all  my  efforts  resulted  in  failure. 
Four  fish— two  above  and  two  below— have  been  fre¬ 
quently  seen  at  Thrumpton  weir,  and  the  subscribers 
ought  certainly  to  give  them  a  trial.  Sport  remains  pas¬ 
sive  at  Holme  Pierrepont  and  Colwick,  and  no  news  of 
an  encouraging  kind  to  hand  from  any  of  the  lower 
waters,  such  for  instance  as  Rolleston  and  Averham.  The 
fishing,  too,  has  fallen  off  this  season  at  Willington,  where 
up  to  Saturday  last  not  a  fish  had  been  taken  with 
the  rod. 


The  river  Greet,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  notes,  opened 
on  May  1,  and  four  gentlemen  were  out.  They  were  Mr. 
C.  H.  Preston,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Bromley,  and  Mr.  Webb, 
all  of  Nottingham,  and  the  two  latter  killed,  I  learn, 
twelve  brace  and  a  half  of  handsome  trout.  Mr.  Preston 
and  Mr.  Griffin  enioyed  fairly  good  sport,  but  none  of  the 
fish  caught  being  of  takeable  size  they  were  returned. 
I  believe  the  standard  is  lOin.  The  river  is  well  stocked, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  executive  to  turn  in  some 
fish  of  mature  growth.  Since  the  first  day  other  gentle¬ 
men  have  patronised  the  stream,  but  their  catches  have 
not  transpired.  _ 


On  the  Dover  Beck  a  few  rods  have  been  at  work,  and 
in  some  parts  bottom  fishing  is  allowed.  The  fish,  how¬ 
ever,  do  not  run  large,  and  on  the  extreme  lower  sections 
I  fear  very  few  are  left.  The  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  small  freeholders,  who 
let  the  water  for  the  best  price  they  can  get. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Anglers’  Pro¬ 
tection  Society  was  held  on  Saturday  at  the  Temperance 
Hall,  Derby,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Open- 
shavv,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  manufacturer  of 
Newark.  The  meeting  was  called  to  consider  correspon¬ 
dence  from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board,  and  with  reference  to  the  committee  that  was  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Fishery  Board  to  deal  with  the  sur¬ 
plus  arising  out  of  the  increased  trout  licence,  from  a 
shilling  to  half-a-crown.  There  were  representatives  pre¬ 
sent  from  Ripley,  Leicester,  and  Stoke.  Mr.  W.  Glossop, 
of  Ambergate,  who  acts  as  honorary  secretary  of  the 
association,  reported  that  he  had  written  to  t lie  Board  of 
Trade  in  reference  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board  to  deal  with  the  surplus  derived 
fiorn  the  trout  licence,  and  had  received  a  reply  to  the 
effect  that  on  making  inquiries  they  (the  Board  of  Trade) 
were  led  to  understand  that  the  committee  had  been 
appointed.  On  November  28,  he  (Mr.  Glossop)  wrote  to 
the  Trent  Fishery  Board  asking  for  the  names  of  the 
committee  and  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  committee, 
but  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes  (clerk)  replied  to  the  effect  that  an 
occasion  for  the  committee  to  meet  had  not  arrived,  and 
therefore  there  was  nothing  to  report.  In  reply  to  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Glossop  informed  the  meeting  that  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board  had  about  £26  in  hand,  after  paying 
off  a  deficit.  He  further  explained  that  he  again  wrote 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  calling  attention  to  Mr.  Eddowes’ 
letter,  and  pointing  out  that  their  association  consider  it 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  that  it  was  high  time  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  awoke  to  a  full  sense  of  their  duties.  To 
this  the  Board  of  Trade  replied  that  they  would  send  a 
copy  of  his  (Mr.  Glossop’st  letter  to  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board.  Mr.  C.  Knight  remarked  that  it  was  quite  time 
the  committee,  which  was  appointed  to  deal  with  the  sur¬ 
plus  arising  from  the  increased  trout  licences,  should  do 
something  for  the  benefit  of  trout  fishermen.  Ho  begged 
to  propose  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution 
“That  having  heard  the  correspondence  with  reference 
to  the  surplus  arising  from  trout  licences,  the  secretary 
be  authorised  to  write  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  on  re¬ 
ceiving  a  reply  from  the  Board  of  Trade  re  the  same,  the 
correspondence  up  to  date  not  being  considered  satisfac¬ 
tory.”  Mr.  Bayle  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  W.  A.  Stubbs,  Leek,  said  he 
thought  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  The  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  proposed  new  code  of  rules  was  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  and  agreed  to  with  few  alterations. 


Since  writing  the  above,  further  correspondence  which 
has  passed  between  Mr.  Glossop  and  Mr.  Eddowes  has 
been  made  known.  On  April  6  Mr.  Glossop  wrote,  “  I  am 
requested  by  the  committee  of  the  Trent  District  Anglers 
Protection  Association  to  ask  the  Trent  Fishery  Board 
whether,  if  the  shilling  rod  licence  be  adopted,  the  anglers 
would,  have  a  representative  on  the  board  ?  Also  if  the 
half-crown  licence  would  be  abolished,  and  whether  the 
netting  of  coarse  fish  would  be  restricted  by  heavy  licence 
duty?”  In  reply,  Mr.  Eddowes  wrote,  “1  am  at  present 
unable  to  say  what  course  will  be  adopted  by  this  board 
in  case  the  shilling  licence  for  coarse  fish  should  be  sanc¬ 
tioned.  As  this  board  is  only  now  ascertaining  the  various 
opinions  of  other  boards  in  the  kingdom  respecting  this 
licence,  the  question  cannot  be  answered  until  we  get 
this  information.  Whatever  course  maybe  adopted,  this 
board  will  at  all  times  use  its  best  endeavours  to  uphold 
the  interests  of  fishing  in  the  district.” 


It  is  personally  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Trent 
District  Anglers’  Protection  Association  is  doing  some 
really  excellent  work  for  the  good  of  the  angling  com¬ 
munity  at  large.  The  Trent  Fishery  Board  require  waking 
up  with  a  vengeance.  There  is,  perhaps,  a  personal 
matter  between  the  clerk  to  the  Fishery  Board  and  the 
association,  and  in  future  Mr.  Glossop  might  do  worse  than 
send  his  letters  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  that  body. 
There  may,  possibly,  be  some  kind  of  inner  working  of 
which  the  board  is  entirely  ignorant.  What  anglers  here 
would  like  to  know  is  this  :  When  did  Mr.  Eddowes, 
senior,  resign  his  position  as  clerk  to  the  1  rent  I  ishory 
Board?  Has  he  really  ever  resigned?  When,  where,  and 
by  whom  was  his  son,  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes,  appointed  ? 
No  angler  here  has  ever  seen  a  public  intimation  of  the 
resignation  or  retirement  of  Mr.  Eddowes,  senior,  and  if 
the  son  is  doing  the  work  irregularly,  the  whole  thing— so 
far  as  anglers  and  angling  is  concerned-  is  a  perfect  farce. 
The  district  association  should  therefore  take  the  trouble 
to  ascertain  when  the  new  appointment  was  m  me,  and 
whether  it  was  made  with  the  concurrence  and  approval 
of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  in  full  statutory  meeting 
assembled.  The  board  is  a  public  body,  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  unless  the  latter’s  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations  are  strictly  adhered  to,  the  legal  machinery  of  the 
fishery  board  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past,  entirely 
out  of  order. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at 
the  head-quarters  of  the  association  on  Friday 
evening  last,  May  1.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
secretary  called  over  the  roll,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  failed  to  answer  to  their  names — viz., 
Messrs.  Simkiss,  Quarterman,  Rose,  Wortley, 
Turner,  Watten  and  King,  the  two  latter  gentle¬ 
men  sending  letters  of  apology,  being  detained  through 
pressure  of  business.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meet¬ 
ing,  held  on  April  3,  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which 
Mr.  Keeling  gave  in  a  report  of  his  visit  to  the  Small  Heath 
Society,  which  resulted  in  making  about  sixteen  more 
members,  and  obtaining  promises  from  about  forty  more, 
who  said  they  would  join  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
financial  year,  which  is  July  next.  The  question  of  the 
selection  of  the  divisional  committee  chairmen  was  next 
discussed,  when  it  was  decided  for  the  committee  to  meet 
and  to  select  a  chairman  from  their  committee,  who  shall 
fulfil  the  duties  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  to  the  late  divisional  committee  for  their 
past  labours  on  behalf  of  the  society,  and  for  the  praise¬ 
worthy  manner  in  which  all  had  worked  to  make  the 
society  a  success.  This  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  A.  Keeling, 
who  thanked  the  committee  on  behalf  of  himself  and  co¬ 
workers,  and  said  that  he  hoped  with  the  help  of  his 
colleagues  to  considerably  increase  the  membership  of  the 
society  before  the  er  d  of  the  present  year.  This  is  a  hope 
that  I  wish  to  see  realised,  and  trust  that  every  member  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  will  join  in  the  unovement. 
The  next  and  last  important  question  was  resiecting  the 
projected  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  t Ho  society,  when 
it  was  decided  to  hold  the  concert  on  the  28th  of  May  next, 
at  the  huge  assembly  rooms  at  the  head-quarters,  and  that 
the  secretary  be  empowered  to  get  five  hundred  tickets 
printed  and  circulated  at  once.  Several  local  artistes 
having  already  volunteered  their  services,  the  committee 
are  looking  forward  to  t  he  concert  being  a  grand  success. 

An  important  case  under  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act  was 
tried  at  the  Birmingham  Police-court  on  Monday  last, 
before  Mr.  T.  M.  Oolmorc.  Frederick  Edward  Pope  was 
summoned  for  having  seven  salmon  in  his  possession 
during  tiic  close  season,  in  contravention  of  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Act,  1873.  Mr.  Barham  prosecuted,  and  Mr. 
Colbcck  defended.  In  the  opening  statement  it  was 
explained  that  the  defendant  was  connected  with  one  of 
tiie  principal  fishmongers  in  the  city,  and  carried  on 
business  in  the  fish  market.  On  the  16th  of  January  last 
he  had  in  his  possession  the  seven  salmon  which  he  had 
received  from  Michael  Flinn,  Waterford.  Ho  disposed  of 
them  to  William  Tansiey,  fishmonger,  Dale  End,  Birming¬ 
ham,  and  subsequently  they  were  offered  for  sale  in 
Billingsgate  Market,  London.  Section  19  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act  made  it  an  ofi'cnce  to  be  in  possession,  for  1  he 
purpose  of  sale,  of  any  salmon  between  the  3rd  of  September 
and  the  18th  of  February.  Evidence  was  given  as  to  the 
arrival  of  the  fish  at  Billingsgate,  and  Mr.  L.  G.  Worth, 
clerk  to  Messrs.  Humphry — who  are  the  solicitors  to  the 
London  Fishmongers’  Company— stated  that  Flinn  was 
convicted  for  having  the  salmon.  The  fish  were  quite 
clean,  and  at  the  time  Flinn  sent  the  fish  there  were  two 
rivers  open  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Colbeckfirst  of  all  argued  that 
the  Act  of  1873  applied  exclusively  iu  England  and  Wales. 
The  Stipendiary  was  against  him  on  this  point.  The 
defendant’s  solicitor  then  remarked  that  Pope  had  no 
intention  of  evading  the  act.  He  was  placed  in  an  un¬ 
fortunate  position.  The  fish  were  sent  to  him  on  com¬ 
mission,  without  being  ordered  at  all ;  knowing  that  at 
the  time  there  were  open  rivers  in  Ireland,  he  received 
them.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  salmon  were 
clean  and  quite  fit  for  food.  A  technical  offence  had  been 
committed,  no  doubt,  and  he  would  ask  the  bench  to  take 
that  view.  The  Stipendiary  enquired  what  Flinn  was  fined, 
and  Mr.  Barham  informed  him  that  a  fine  of  one  pound 
had  been  imposed  for  each  of  the  salmon  found  at  Billings¬ 
gate.  Defendant  was  fined  ten  shillings  for  each  of  the 
fish.  William  Tansiey  was  also  summoned,  and  admitted 
the  offence,  and  was  also  fined  ten  shillings  in  each  case. 
Both  defendants  shared  the  costs. 


Trout  fishing  in  the  Midlands  still  remains  very  quiet, 
and  very  little  lias  been  done  up  to  the  present.  On  the 
Severn  very  little  or  nothing  worth  chronicling  has  been 
done,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  Shrewsbury.  This  seems  to 
bo  the  best  trout  spot  on  the  river,  the  reason  for  which 
is  that  the  Shrewsbury  anglers  look  after  the  water  and  do 
all  they  can  to  stock  the  river  to  provide  sport  for  the 
angling  community  in  their  district,  or  for  those  who  come 
from  a  distance.  All  are  welcome,  and  the  better  the 
catch  the  better  the  members  of  the  Shrewsbury  Association 
arc  pleased  that  they  have  done  something  towards  filling 
the  creels  of  their  brothers  of  the  angle.  On  the  other  parts 
of  the  river  near  to  Birmingham  many  patient  anglers  have 
been  sorely  disappointed,  for  on  Sunday  last  about  a  dozen 
members  journeyed  to  Stourport  to  fish  Lincomb  weir,  but 
they  returned  in  the  evening  with  empty  creels,  and  the 
whole  lot  water  beat. 


Proposer  Severn  Angling  Association  for  Shrop¬ 
shire.— A  small  but  important  meeting  of  riparian  owners 
on  the  Severn,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  promoted  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  Lord  Berwick,  Mr.  L.  Burd,  Gen.  the 
lion.  W.  II.  Herbert,  Mr.  J.  E.  Soverne,  Mr.  C.  J.  Morris, 
Mr.  James  Watson,  1VI.P.,  Col.  Wingfield,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  W. 
Whitmore,  was  held  at  the  Raven  Hotel,  Shrewsbury,  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  C.  J.  Morris  presiding  over  an  attendance 
which  included  Mr.  James  Watson,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Foster.  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  F.  A.  W.  Whitmore,  and  Mr.  J. 
Hawley  Edwards,  &c.  The  object  in  view  was  to  form  an 
association  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  trout  and  grayling 
in  the  Severn  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Shropshire. 
The  draft  form  of  an  agreement  to  bo  used  between  riparian 
owners  and  the  association  was  approved  of  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Whitmore  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  association. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  was  fixed  for  Saturday, 
May  16. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 
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NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

La  Grippe  is  od  us  again,  and  has  claimed  many 
victims  during  the  time  it  has  been  prevalent  in 
the  district.  It  has  been  no  respecter  of  persons — 
the  piscator  and  the  parson  have  been  alike 
attacked,  whilst  the  villa  and  the  cottage  have 
both  furnished  a  habitat  for  the  disease.  It  is 
one  of  those  things  which,  at  present,  are  past 
finding  out.  It  comes  amongst  its  victims  like  a 
bogie-man,  and  while  prostrating  people  on  all  hands, 
bids  defiance,  as  if  to  say,  “  Catch  me  if  you  can.”  There 
is  a  probability,  however,  that  the  epidemic  will  shortly 
have  run  its  course.  If  only  the  east  wind  does  not 
return,  and  we  arc  favoured  with  the  mild  zephyrs  or 
southern  breezes,  that  desirable  end  will  doubtless  be 
hastened.  _ 


Owing,  therefore,  to  the  influenza,  rod  holders  in  the 
district  have  been  loth  to  stand  on  the  river’s  bank  for  any¬ 
thing  like  an  opportune  length  of  time.  Fishermen,  like 
the  rest  of  Mrs.  Grundy’s  children,  entertain  the  maxim 
that  “  a  hale  cobbler  is  a  better  man  than  a  sick  king,”  and 
on  the  principle  of  the  adage,  abstain  from  the  risk  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  practice  of  their  beloved  art.  The  weather 
has  taken  up  considerable  on  the  week,  and  there  is  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  happy  time  during  the  “  merrie  month.” 

It  may  be  worthy  of  mention  that  anglers  in  the  Derwent 
at  Norton,  near  Malton,  the  other  day  had  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  two  remarkably  fine  specimens  of  the  otter. 

The  extraordinary  catch  of  trout  in  the  Swale,  which  I 
noted  last  week,  occasioned  not  a  little  comment,  and  no 
doubt  the  worthy  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  wore  a 
smile  of  incredulity  when  he  penned  the  query  at  the  foot 
of  my  notes.  But  for  this  he  is  entirely  inculpable,  because 
it  certainly  did  seem  incredible  at  the  first  blush  that  any¬ 
one  should  be  able  to  catch  a  fish  every  three  minutes  for 
two  full  hours.  One  correspondent  even  went  the  extent 
of  darkly  hinting  at  its  inveracity.  Says  the  gentleman 
“  I  am  fond  of  anglers’  yarns,  but  the  river  reporter  should 
be  a  man  above  suspicion,  as  upon  his  veracity  much  de¬ 
pends.  Misleading  reports  frequently  give  anglers  dis¬ 
appointing  journeys.  If  the  pannier  of  ‘  forty  fine  trout  ’ 
had  been  noted  as  exceptional,  or  the  sizes  given,  there 
would  have  been  less  reason  to  doubt.” 


I  can  only  hasten  to  assure  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the 
account  was  perfectly  true.  Mr.  John  Barker,  of  Reeth, 
did  catch  forty  trout  within  the  short  space  of  two  hours, 
between  Gainton  Bridge  and  Cogden  Hall,  near  Richmond. 
He  fished  with  a  self-manufactured  Blue  Dun,  and  the  fish 
he  landed  averaged  in  weight  five  to  the  pound  ;  the  largest 
weighed  Alb.  each,  and  the  whole  pannier  scaled  a  little  over 
Sib.  The  angling  in  this  stretch  of  the  Swale— indeed  as  far 
as  Downholmc  Bridge— is  excellent,  and  is  preserved  under 
Mr.  Whitelock.  Mr.  Barber,  I  may  mention,  was  out  fish¬ 
ing  again  on  Monday  with  the  same  fly,  and  captured 
twelve  trout  in  a  little  over  an  hour.  They  were  about  the 
same  size  as  the  others. 


The  Ouse  lias  been  drawn  off  considerably  for  the  first 
few  days  of  the  week,  for  the  facilitation  of  piling  opera¬ 
tions,  but  it  is  now  at  its  accustomed  height.  The  water  is 
in  capital  condition,  and  angling  has  been  conducted  under 
favourable  auspices.  Pike  fishing  has  been  indulged  in  to 
some  extent  in  the  Foss,  although  in  both  rivers  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fishermen  has  been  very  limited. 


FISHING  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

If  the  interior  districts  of  Ireland  have  any 
cause  to  grumble  this  week  in  the  matter  of  trout 
fishing,  the  extensive  Dublin  arena  has,  I  think, 
very  little  to  complain  of,  although  the  water  in 
lakes  as  well  as  in  the  rivers  is  not  so  high  as 
could  be  wished.  We  have  had  some  rain  this 
week,  but  a  good  downfall  is  earnestly  to  be  desired 
to  pull  the  stretches  up  to  proper  fishing  condition. 
During  this  week  very  fair  baskets  were  made  on  the 
different  club  preserves  at  Swords,  Blessington,  Lucan,  &c., 
whilst  sport  on  the  numerous  free  waters  amply  com¬ 
pensated  the  anglers’  efforts.  The  fish  are  found  to  be 
plentiful,  but  from  lib.  to  31b.  has  been  the  average  weight. 

I  observe  in  last  week’s  F,  G.  a  note  of  inquiry  as  to 
the  nature  of  fishing  in  and  about  Dublin  and  district. 
I  think  it  right  to  inform  Mr.  Edward  Mound  that  trout 
fishing  in  these  parts  is,  I  might  say,  the  only  attraction, 
and  in  this  respect  a  vast  field  is  open  to  him.  In  my 
fishing  notes  from  time  to  time  I  have  described  the  best 
grounds  within  the  entire  circle.  To  enumerate  these 
now  would  be  superfluous,  but  I  would  recommend  Mr 
Mound  to  write  direct  to  Messrs.  Kelly  Brothers,  fishing 
tackle  makers,  &c.,  Lower  Sackville-street,  Dublin,  who 
are  looked  upon  as  the  premier  firm,  and  who,  I  am  sure 
will  be  happy  to  supply  every  information  as  to  bait,  flies’ 
licences,  &c.,  for  the  different  waters  in  the  district. 
There  are,  of  course,  one  or  two  salmon  grounds  here' 
but  they  are  strictly  preserved.  Some  years  ago  I  believe 
good  salmon  fishing  existed  generally  around  the  Irish 
metropolis,  but  this,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  “a  thing  of  the 
past.” 

I  hear  it  stated  from  the  best  authority  that  the  May¬ 
fly  will  be  up  very  early  this  season.  If  the  weather  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve,  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of 
his  appearance  in  a  week  or  so.  Then  won’t  there  be  a 
big  exodus  to  Westmeath  Lakes  !  Rather  !  There  always 
has  been.  The  waters  though  have  been  very  low  there 
lately.  _ 


Here’s  how  sport  in  Wicklow  county  is  going  now. 
The  early  part  of  last  fortnight  was  at  a  complete  stand¬ 
still  owing  to  the  cutting  east  wind,  but  as  time  pro¬ 
gressed  sport  improved,  and  with  May  came  the  long- 
sought-for  balmy  breeze  sufficient  to  ripple  the  water  and 
increase  the  prospects  of  good  sport.  There  has  been  “  a 
great  increase”  m  the  number  of  anglers,  most  of  whom 
arc  now  taking  baskets  of  between  three  and  four  dozen 
during  the  day.  Several  lady  anglers  have  done  well  on 


the  Aughrim.  Miss  Creighton,  of  Kildare,  and  Mrs.  Barker 
managed  three  dozen  between  them,  from  Alb.  to  lilb. 
Thp  Wicklow  troutnever  run  much  over  21b.,  and  although 
in  very  nice  condition,  they  are  by  no  means  so  well  fed  as 
those  of  the  districts  west  of  Dublin,  because  they  arc 
subject  to  many  heavy  mountain  torrents.  At  Lord 
Carysfort’s  preserve,  Glenart  Castle,  Arklow,  two  ladies 
took  five  dozen  trout  between  them  the  other  day.  Iam 
favoured  with  a  full  list  of  captures  in  Wicklow  district  for 
the  past  few  days,  and  it  is  certainly  encouraging.  The 
trout  have  been  taking  the  Black  Ostrich  best  now. 


A  monster  pike  has  just  been  killed  in  the  Erny  Lake 
(north)  by  Mr.  Boyd,  of  Glasslough.  When  landed  it 
turned  the  scale  at  39jlb.  The  battle,  I  hear,  was  a  tough 
one.  I  see  it  stated  that  in  Lough  Neagh  a  few  years  ago 
a  pike  was  killed  which  weighed  1161b.  That  looks  “  tall,” 
doesn’t  it?  The  monster,  it  appears,  got  into  shallow  water, 
where  it  stranded,  and  was  killed  by  a  party  of  pollen 
fishermen. 


The  Earl  of  Shannon  has,  I  hear,  rented  part  of  the  Kil- 
barry  preserves  on  the  river  Blackwater  for  angling. 


The  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland  held  their  adjourned  general 
meeting  at  the  Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  on  Monday,  when 
the  following  committee  was  elected  for  the  coming  year : 
Sir  Rowland  Fanning,  Major  Gamble,  H.  Y.  Jackson, 
Walter  Keating,  J.  E.  Loverock,  J.  Malcolmson,  G.  Orme 
O’Mally,  Q.C.,  Col.  Pottinger,  W.  G.  Shipworth,  H.  C. 
Bloxham,  George  Casson,  J.  Rogerson,  and  Thomas  Hew- 
son,  B.L.,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Right  Hon.  Samuel 
Walker,  Q.C..  was  also  elected  vice-president.  The  accounts 
of  the  half  year  were  audited  and  passed,  the  balance  in 
bank  being  £56  10s.  _ 


Several  parties  are  arranged  to  fish  Lough  Derg  and 
the  Westmeath  Lakes,  and  the  secretary  says  from  his  re¬ 
ports  to  hand  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  fishing  all  over 
Ireland  is  daily  improving. 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  DINNER  AND 
PRESENTATION  OF  PRIZES  OF  THE  BATTERSEA 
FRIENDLY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  April  28,  the  members  of  the  above 
society  assembled  at  headquarters,  the  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  in  full  force,  and  scores  of  friends 
assisted  them  in  making  their  fourteenth  annual  dinner  a 
decided  success.  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  (of  the  Fishing 
Gazette)  occupied  the  chair,  and  under  his  judicious  mani¬ 
pulation,  the  ball  rolled  merrily  forward  without  a  stop, 
from  the  opening,  at  8.30  p,m„  till  the  close,  at  1.30  a.m. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Hopkins  filled  the  office  of  vice-chairman.  About 
seventy  sat  down  to  a  very  creditable  repast,  served  by 
Mr.  S.  II.  Willcocks,  of  519,  Wands  worth -road.  After  the 
cloths  were  removed  the  large  diningroom  rapidly  became 
filled  with  members  of  kindred  societies  from  all  parts  of 
London;  at  the  busiest  part  of  the  evening  quite  150  were 
present.  The  company  present  included  Messrs.  W. 
Burkitt,  Charles  Wastell.  W.  Moss,  G.  Edwards,  J. 
Deplidgc  (of  the  Sporting  Life),  F.  W.  Gomm,  J.  D.  Smith, 
E.  Pearce,  H.  Good,  W.  D.  Smith,  Dodd,  Mumford,  Well¬ 
man,  Simmonds,  Perrott,  Chattell,  Chilvers,  Anstiss, 
Starsmere,  Stamford,  Haydon,  Wallis,  Gloster,  Heighton, 
Curtis,  Bentley,  Davis,  Tindall,  Martin,  Johnson,  Hedges, 
Matthews,  Pindar,  Iliggingbotham,  Warnley,  Jones,  &c. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  “The  Queen,”  the  Chairman 
said  he  was  sure  the  Battersea  Friendly  members,  as  loyal 
Englishmen,  would  be  the  last  to  dream  of  doing  away 
with  the  commendable  custom  of  toasting  Her  Maiesty 
and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  Wastell  proposed  “  Kindred  Societies.”  He  re¬ 
marked  that  as  chairman  of  the  B.  F.  A.  S.,  he  knew  how 
valuable  was  the  co-operation  of  anglers  in  andabout  each 
other’s  meeting  rooms.  He  spoke  of  the  large  number  of 
brothers  of  the  angle  who  had  attended  the  reading  of 
papers,  &c.,  at  their  meeting-house,  and  in  proposing  their 
health  begged  to  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  kindly 
interest.  Mr.  W.  Burkitt  (of  the  Earlsfield  Angling  Society) 
very  suitably  replied,  remarking  that  he  had  frequently 
been  a  visitor  to  the  Battersea  Society,  and  had  taken  part 
in  the  reading  of  papers  with  much  interest.  He  main¬ 
tained  that  by  such  reunions  they  were  inculcating  a 
largo  amount  of  sympathy  between  the  different  clubs, 
which  was  likely  to  do  a  permanent  good.  He  looked  for  the 
time  when  good  fellowship  would  exist  among  all  anglers, 
and.  he  had  great  pleasure  in  responding  to  the  toast 
(Cheers). 

The  Chairman  proposed  “The  Battersea  Friendly  An¬ 
gling  Society,”  and  in  doing  so  made  a  capital  speech,  full 
of  interest.  He  said  that  it  was  some  considerable  time 
since  he  first  became  an  honorary  member  of  the  society 
and  he  should  always  remember  the  hearty  reception  ac¬ 
corded  him  when  he  first  became  connected  with  it.  The 
society  was  growing,  and  had  been  going  forward 
for  a  long  time  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  There  was 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  within  the  next  few  years  the 
fact  that  there  were  such  things  in  the  metropolis  as 
angling  societies  would  become  more  prominently  known 
than  at  the  present  time.  They  were  already  a  powerful 
body,  and  if  they  would  only  do  as  they  should  do -that 
was  work  in  unity  together— they  would  be  a  still  more 
powerful  body.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  Battersea 
Friendly  Angling  Society  was  one  of  those  clubs  that 
would  go  on  and  prosper.  It  did  not  pretend  to  be  any¬ 
thing  grand,  but  the  members  did  say  they  caught  large 
fish,  and  he  was  sure  that  when  they  looked  at  the  prize 
list  they  would  see  such  was  indeed  the  case.  He  was 
convinced  that  they  all  with  him  wished  the  society  every 
success.  There  were  one  or  two  things  which  had  lately 
arisen  that  would  have  the  effect  of  checking  the  welfare 
of  societies  if  not  looked  after  properly.  One  was  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  standard  of  weighable  fish,  and  he  was  glad 
that  the  Battersea  Angling  Society  was  one  of  those  that 
had  raised  the  standard.  If  they  wished  to  be  sportsmen 
and  wished  to  have  something  worth  going  after,  it  was 
nearly  time  they  looked  to  the  rivers  and  the  stock  in  ! 
them  in  a  little  better  manner  than  they  had  done  in  the 
past.  He  believed  he  was  not  wrong  in  saying  that  the 
Battersea  Society  was  one  of  the  best  on  the  South  London 
Y  isiting  List.  The  list  was  the  means  ofs  trengthening  the 
clubs,  because  it  was  a  great  centre  of  unity.  'The  List 
Committee  was  formed  to  arrange  smoking  concerts  and 
visits  from  one  club  to  another,  and  if  a  club  was  not  re¬ 
presented  it  was  passed  by  at  the  next  meeting.  The 
Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society  had  never  been  passed 
by  because  it  had  always  been  represented,  and  by  those 
means  it  had  made  itself  known  throughout  the  whole  of 
South  Rondon.  Having  mentioned  thefaetthat  the  society 


had  lost  the  services  of  Mr.  G.  Edwards,  as  host,  who  had 
clone  much  to  bring  it  to  its  present  satisfactory  condition, 
he  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Battersea  society  had 
attained  sufficient  dimension  to  he  able  to  say,  “We  will 
move  on  our  own  course,  and  will  not  be  dictated  to  by 

pot-hunting’  clubs.  We  are  sufficiently  powerful  our¬ 
selves,  and  we  will  move  as  we  think  desirable,”  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  they  would  move  on  in  the  right  direction. 
I  heir  secretary  would  tell  them  that  the  club  was  in  a 
prosperous  position  numerically,  and  that  it  was  in  every 
way  one  of  the  soundest.  The  speaker  spoke  of  tho  useful 
services  rendered  the  society  by  Messrs.  Mumford  and 
Wastell,  saying  that  they  had  both  worked  hard  for  its 
interest,  and  concluded  with  the  observation  that  he  hoped 
it  would  continue  to  prosper.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Mumford,  the  secretary,  said  that  the  past  year  had 
been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  society’s  fourteen  years’ 
existence.  They  had  had  the  pleasure  of  making  eighteen 
new  members.  The  prize  donors  had  come  forward  and 
supported  the  society  in  a  very  admirable  manner,  for 
which  they  were  grateful.  He  hoped  that  next  year  would 
be  even  more  prosperous  than  it  now  was,  and  that  the 
donors  would  continue  their  patronage.  If  they  did  so 
he  believed  the  society  would  increase  in  interest,  im¬ 
portance  and  numbers.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hopkins  proposed  the  “Visitors  and  Prize 
Donors,  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  G.  Edwards  and 
Mr.  Moss  (the  well-known  Berkshire  angler).  Mr.  Burkitt 
proposed  “  The  Press,”  and  Mr.  Deplidge,  of  the  Sporting 
Lye,  and  Mr.  Br?wn,  of  the  South  London,  Star,  re¬ 
sponded.  Mr.  Deplidge  reminded  those  present  that  the 
chairman  was  a  promiment  member  of  the  angling  press, 
and  had  done  a  rare  lot  of  hard  work  among  London 
anglers.  (Hear,  hear.)  Other  toasts  were  “The  Chair¬ 
man,  and  the  “  Host  and  Hostess.” 

In  presenting  the  prizes  won  during  the  last  season  to 
the  respective  winners,  the  chairman  had  no  easy  task, 
the  fist  being  a  very  large  one,  thus  givingdirect  evidence 
ot  the  club  s  position  and  popularity.  Among  the  principal 
prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Wastell,  Hopkins,  Martin, 
Wdlinan,  Pearce,  Tindall,  Higginbotham,  Dodd,  Wallis, 
Mumford,  Starsmere,  Pindar,  Himes,  Gloster,  and  John¬ 
son.  Musical  and  other  items  were  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Johnson,  C.  Matthews,  T.  Denton,  Pat  Delaney,  G.  Curtis, 
J.  Pindar,  Stamford,  Hodges,  Bentley,  & c.  The  annexed 
prizes  were  offered  for  the  ensuing  year’s  competition  : — 
For  specimen  fish-G.  Edwards,  21s. ;  W.  Burkitt,  10s.  6d. ; 

I.  W.  Gomm,  10s.  6d. ;  C.  Wastell,  10s.  6d. ;  J.  Anstis, 
an  album  ;  J.  W.  Hopkins,  10s.  Gd.  ;  H.  Martin, 
10.-:.  Gd.  ;  J.  Chettle,  10s.  (id.;  R.  Wellman,  10s.  6d.  ;  C. 
Simmonds,  25s.  ;  T.  Gloster,  10s.  Gd ;  G.  Mumford,  10s.  6d. ; 
W.  bearle,  10s.  Gd. ;  F.  Childers.  10s.  Gd. ;  H.  Higginbot¬ 
ham,  10s.  Gd.  for  the  largest  roach ;  J.  Pindar,  10s. ;  C.  S. 
Starsmere,  10s.  ;  J.  D.  Smith,  21s.  ;  G.  Pearce,  10s.  6d.  to- 
wards  a  punt  match  ;  J.  Deplidge,  10s.  for  the  heaviest 
roach  ;  K.  S.  Shrubsole,  a  complete  pike  outfit  for  the 
largest  pike ;  R.  Wellman,  six  floats  for  the  largest  dace  ; 

II.  Weatherley,  10s.  Gd.  for  the  largest  chub ;  and  E.  Tin- 
dall,  10s.  Gd.,  largest  perch. 

1  he  list  has  since  been  considerably  extended,  and  when 
complete  will  be  included  in  the  weekly  report  column  of 
the  Pishing  Gazette, 

A  meeting  will  bo  held  at  this  club  on  Tuesday,  May  19, 
to  promote  and  discuss  the  increase  of  the  standard  of 
weighable  fish  in  clubs.  Anglers  interested  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 


SIX  HUNDRED  DOZEN  MAY-FLIES. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham, 
sends  us  an  assortment  of  his  Gem  May-flies  of  various 
patterns,  some  of  the  loveliest  we  have  ever  seen  even 
from  him.  He  tells  us  he  has  six  hundred  dozen  made  for 
the  rapidly  approaching  feast  of  St.  Ephemera,  and  that 
he  has  a  strong  rise  of  orders  already.  We  can  with  full 
confidence  recommend  anyone  who  expects  to  get  any 
May-fly  fishing  to  send  5s.  or  10s.  to  Mr.  Ogden  for  a  dozen 
or  so  assorted  patterns,  stating  whether  they  are  wanted 
on  gut  or  on  eyed  hooks,  and  at  the  same  time  to  ask  Mr. 
Ogden,  in  confidence,  tho  best  way  to  use  his  F.D.  patterns. 


J  U  7  neon  ravoured  with 

delightful  weather  for  sport  on  this  favourite  loch,  which 
has  been  well  described  as  the  best  fishing  loch  in  the  dis- 
trict.  Fully  a  century  ago  the  loch  was  known  to  abound 
tr°uF  lt.ls,  st,a.ted  in  Sir  J ohn  Sinclair’s  Statistical 
Account  that  the  inhabitants  then  fished  it  more  for  amuse¬ 
ment  than  for  subsistence,  and  never  for  sale.  The  same 
practice  may  be  said  still  to  exist,  anglers  finding  full  com- 
f0rv.lh«-r  !ma11  outlays  in  the  delightful  sport 
which  the  loch  affords,  and  the  delicious  repast  which  the 
trout  furnish  after  a  pleasant  and  invigorating  day  spent 
ln  their  pursuit.  In  recent  years  the  number  of  anglers 
who  have  spent  a  day  upon  its  waters  and  fished  it  with 
success  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase,  and  with  the 
view  of  maintaining  its  high  reputation,  the  proprietors— 
Lord  Lovat,  Mr.  F  raser-Tytler,  of  Aldourie ;  Mr.  C.  D. 
Stewart  of  Brin;  Mr,  Sutherland,  of  Aberarder,  and 
Lap  tarn  F  raser,  ot  Balnain  -two  years  ago  resolved  to  place 
two  thousand  Loch  Leven  trout  in  the  loch.  The  operation 
was  successfully  performed,  and  since  then  the  trout  have 
thriven  remarkably  well.  Indeed,  they  made  such  rapid 
progress  that  last  year  baskets  of  from  201b.  to  251b  weight 
were  landed.  An  experimental  cast  on  the  loch  this  sea- 
son  shows  that  the  improvement  has  been  maintained,  and 
that  the  trout  now  weigh  from  11b.  to  111b.,  and  in  favour- 
u™",®'111  yield  excellent  sport.  The  loch,  as  is 
vv  ell-known,  lies  some  thirteen  and  a-half  miles  from 
Inverness,  and  forms  one  of  a  chain  of  lochs  with  which 

fem°untaivn-°u8-pa.rt  of  tbe  Parish  of  Dores  is  studded, 
lhc  loch,  which  is  two  miles  long  by  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  broad,  is  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  7s.  Gd^  for  a 
singic  rod,  and  12s.  Gd.  for  two  rods  pel  day,  these  charges 
including  the  use  ot  a  boat  and  the  services  of  an  ex¬ 
perienced  boatmam.  Yellow  and  red  are  the  best  flies 

ih«°mnv,eniiedi  and  ,Food  breeze  °u  the  surface  of 

the  loch  anglers  should  have  no  difficulty  in  securing 
good  baskets.—  Inverness  Courier.  securing 

Tre  Slea,—  During  my  annual  visits  to  Sleaford  I  have 
always  felt  interested  in  the  beautiful  river  which  runs 
through  the  nice  old  town,  and  for  years  it  has  been  a 
source  of  regret  since  the  breaking  up  of  the  club  it  has 
th  n^}ected  and  poached.  It  has  been  a  sight  to  look 
?7®r,tbe  Iff  idges  in  the  principal  thoroughfares  and  witness 
K  jp,  beautiful  trout  in  the  water.  I  am  now  informed  : 
the  fishing  in  the  Slea  has  been  taken  by  a  number  of 

mgpoachDers!’^BaVO  Slgnified  their  intention  ofprosecut- 
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IPe  hep  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  ''or  special  meetinps. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clcrkenwell- 
roau,  Clerkenwcll,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  Will  take' place  on 
Monday  evening  next.  May  11,  at  8.31).  N.R.— There  will  bo 
no  meeting  on  Whit  Monday,  May  18.  The  monthly  dele¬ 
gate  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  25,  at  8.30. — 
R.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.— The  members  of  the  General 
Committee  met  on  Monday  last,  the  4th  inst.,  at  Foresters’ 
Hall,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  vice-president  occupied  the  chair. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  last  genoral  meeting,  held  on  the 
()th  ult.,  had.  been  read  and  confirmed,  letters  were  read 
from  various  societies,  delegates,  and  members,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  members 
present  was  devoted  to  their  consideration,  and  some  im- 
portant  decisions  were  arrived  at  which  will  require  con- 
firmation  at  the  next  delegate  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  on  the  fourth  or  last  Mondav  in  this  month,  the 
2oth  inst.,  in  consequence  of  the  third  Monday  falling 
upon  \\  hit  Monday.  Delegates  will  please  take  note  of 
this.  With  the  view  of  making  our  guide  book  as  com¬ 
prehensive  as  possible,  several  additions  will  be  made  to 
it,  and  a  list  of  tidal  constants  will  be  added  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  angle  in  sea  water.  The  meeting  closed 
with  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.— Hon. 
Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District. — A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Golden  Barbel  on  the  21st 
ult.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Jubilee,  at  the 
Portobello  Arms,  Kensal-road,  on  Monday  next,  May  11  — 
J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Association,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell.  -  Since  my  last  report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £10  from  R.  B.  Marston  ( Fishing 
Gazette),  being  the  surplus  over  expenses  of  Izaak  Walton 
Statue  Fund.— R.  Giiurney,  sec. 

Allason  Piscatorial  Society,  Golborne  Liberal  Club, 
Portobello-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.—  Our  annual  dinnner 
takes  place  on  Monday,  May  11 ;  hoping  all  members  will 
turn  up  in  good  time.  We  expect  a  host  of  friends.  The 
tickets  are  going  very  favourably.  Very  sorry  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  attend  at  the  return  visit  to  the  Jubilee  on 
that  night;  wishing  them  a  good  success.— W.  Miller,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— The  mem¬ 
bers  met  on  the  4th  inst.,  and  the  usual  club  business  was 
got;  through  ;  and  we  made  a  collection  for  poor  Camrn,  late 
sec.  of  the  Cobden  Angling  Society,  which  proved  very 
good.  It  was  ultimatly  agreed  that  we  have  a  fishing 
competition  at  Southend  Pier  on  Whit  Monday,  hoping  all 
members  who  were  not  there  on  the  4th  can  compete  ;  all 
to  leave  by  first  train,  and  leave  off  fishing  by  the  signal 
of  the  sec.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Clare  Market.— The  above  society  hold  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  May  14.  Members  and  friends  that  require  tickets  can 
get  them  by  applying  at  the  club-house,  tickets  three 
shillings  each.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  preside  on  this  occa¬ 
sion.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Alyth  Angling  Club  (Perthshire).— The  members  of 
this  club  held  their  first  competition  for  the  season  on 
the  Lower  Isla  on  Saturday.  The  baskets  were  weighed 
in  the  Commercial  Hotel  at  7.30  p.m.  The  following  were 
the  prize  takers  :  Mr.  Alexander  Saddler,  Quiecli,  medal, 
seven  trout,  weighing  7Jlb.  (one  scaled  231b.) ;  second,  Mr. 
Win.  Anderson,  331b. ;  third,  Mr.  James  Gow,  3ilb.— G.  G. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— The  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  when  we  had  a 
very  fair  attendance  of  members  and  friends.  After  the  suc¬ 
cessful  competitors  were  awarded  their  prizes  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  several  valuable  prizes  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  season.  We  are  still  open  to  receive  members  for 
the  ensuing  season.  I  trust  all  members  will  show  up  on 
Wednesday  next  as  there  is  some  important  business  to 
bring  forward.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— On  Wednesday  next  we  hold  our  annual 
dinner,  I  am  very  glad  to  report  that  from  all  appearances 
it  promises  to  be  a  record  attendance  ;  so  I  hope  everyone 
will  attend  early  ;  dinner  on  the  table  at  eight  o’clock.— 
A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— I  am  pleased  to  state 
we  intend  to  have  our  distribution  night  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  20,  when  I  hope  the  winners  of  prizes  will  be 
sure  to  attend  on  that  evening,  and  don't  forget.  Gentle¬ 
men  wishing  to  join  the  above  society,  I  shall  be  glad  if 
they  will  give  us  a  call.  Terms,  twopence  per  week; 
hon.  members,  five  shillings,  including  privilege  ticket.— 
J.  Tucker,  hon.  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
Grange-road.  —  The  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at  the  club¬ 
house,  as  above,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  inst.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Clarke,  supported  in  the  vice  by  Mr. 
W.  Streeton.  Any  brother  angler  or  friend  who  would 
like  to  pay  us  a  visit  on  that  evening  at  the  supper  or  con¬ 
cert  afterwards  will  be  most  heartily  welcome.  The  next 
visit  of  the  Anglers’  Association  List,  Southern  Division, 
will  be  to  this  society  on  Tuesday,  the  26th,  when  we  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  present.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— There  was  a  full 
attendance  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  and  another  stage 
has  been  passed  in  the  reconstruction  and  remodelling  of 
the  rules.  It  is  hoped  very  shortly  that  the  printer  will 
have  them:  in  the  meantime  a  “  copy  ”  (manuscript)  will 
be  in  Mr.  Willson’s  charge  at  the  club-house  for  perusal  by 
those  who  are  anxious  to  join.  The  club-room  will  not 
hold  more  than  a  hundred  comfortably,  so  the  “first 
come,  first  secured.”— G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  W.C.— A  special  meeting 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  our  late  secretary, 
Mr.  Warren, and  Mr.  Young,  late  scalesman,  a  testimonial 
for  their  past  services,  which  is  to  bo  presented  to  them  on 
the  annual  supper  night.  Mr.  Sheldrick  has  kindly  con¬ 
sented  to  take  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Farehead,  vice-chair  on 
the  supper  night,  of  which  I  shall  give  due  notice  to  all 


when  it  is  to  take  place,  as  it  is  nob  settled  yet 
owing  to  the  house  changing  hands.  We  have  room  for  a 
few  more  working  members  or  otherwise,  and  shall  be 
only  too  glad  if  a  few  would  come  up  to  see  us.  We  will 
treat  them  well.— J.  Small,  sec. 

Bonington  Angling  Society.— The  Hon.  A.  do  Tatton 
Egerton,  M.P.,  has  sent  a  cheque  for  ,£7  10s.,  instead  of  £5, 
promised  to  the  Bollington  Angling  Society  towards  the 
re-stocking  of  the  pool  with  trout,  and  three  hundred  trout 
have  been  received  from  Matlock  for  the  purpose.  No 
fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  pool  for  a  fortnight  to  allow 
of  the  fish  making  a  home  there  and  getting  accustomed 
to  their  new  quarters.  In  coming  not  a  single  fish  was 
lost.  The  committee  are  highly  delighted  with  the 
generosity  of  the  hon.  member  for  the  Knutsford  Division 
and  appreciate  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  May  13.  All  those  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  kindly  send  them  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  assist  the 
committee.— J.  II. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— I  beg  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  those  gentlemen 
who  favoured  us  with  such  a  kindly  visit  on  the  29th  ul  t. 
Mr.  J.  Roach,  secietary,  Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society, 
officiated  in  the  chair,  and  a  pleasant  evening  was  passed. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  W.  Wade,  the  popular  secretary 
of  the  C.A.L.A.C.,  opened  our  T.^  .P.S.  box,  and  his 
earnest  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  that  deserving 
and  indispensable  institution  was  thoroughly  endorsed. 
Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  13  (set  for  eight  p.m. 
sharp) ;  after  which,  Mr.  J.  Slaughter,  Great  Northern 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  has  kindly  consented  to  preside 
and  distribute  the  remaining  prizes  to  the  respective 
winners,  to  be  followed  by  a  smoking  concert ;  tables 
cleared  by  9.30  o’clock,  when  all  friends  from  neighbouring 
clubs,  including  the  ladies,  will  receive  a  most  hearty 
welcome.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Titchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  annual 
dinner  took  place,  at  the  Swallow  Assembly  Rooms, 
Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  on  the  28th  ult.,  and  was  a 
success  in  every  way.  Mr.  D.  Morris  occupied  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  W.  Carter.  The  following  toasts  were 
given:— “The  Queen  and  Royal  Family.”  “Cambridge 
Friendly  A.  S.,”  (responded  to  by  the  secretary),  “The 
Visitors,  ”  responded  to  by  Mr.  Boothby,  of  the  Western 
Piscatorials ;  “  The  Press,”  by  Mr.  Cox  (Old  Izaak) ;  “  Chair¬ 
man  and  Vice-chairman,”  proposed  by  Mr.  S.  Smith.  “The 
Prize-winners,”  by  Mr.  Vincent;  “Host  and  Hostess,”  re¬ 
sponded  to  by  Mr.  Hart.  A  list  of  the  prizes  won  during  the 
past  season  was  read  over,  the  following  being  the  winners, 
viz. :— Messrs.  Vincent,  Warsop,  Carvill,  Turner,  Dr.  Head, 
Hutchins  and  FitzGibbon.  Interspersed  with  the  toasts  was 
some  really  excellent  singing  and  instrumental  music.  An 
extension  of  time  was  obtained  until  two  o  clock,  with  the 
result  that  the  most  pleasant  night  and  morning  was  spent, 
every  one  being  thoroughly  satisfied.  Mr.  H.  A.  Sutch 
presided  at  the  pianoforte,  and  rendered  invaluable  assis¬ 
tance.  Will  members  please  note  that  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  13th  inst.,  Mr.  Shrubsole  pays  us  a  visit,  when 
your  attendance  is  requested  ?— W.  Sutton,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town. — On  May  3  our  first  break  outing  of 
the  season  took  place,  when  we  went  to  Eton  Wick,  and, 
favoured  by  a  splendid  day,  all  were  pleased.  On  our  return 
home  we  were  welcomed  by  a  number  of  members  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s,  which  we  shall  return  at  an  early  date. 
Members  are  reminded  that  on  Wednesday  next  the  books 
must  be  cleared,  per  Rule  4. — E.  S.  White,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  special  meeting 
next  Wednesday.  Those  gentlemen  who  promised  prizes 
will  do  well  to  send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible,  as  our 
annual  dinner  will  shortly  take  place.  I  must  request 
members  wanting  privilege  and  A.B.S.  tickets  to  send  their 
names  in  to  me  without  delay. — E.  W.  Wood,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  Association,  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  president,  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Kelly  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  there 
was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  having  been  duly  confirmed  and  routine 
business  transacted,  the  Clarence  Angling  Society  was  en¬ 
rolled.  The  Clarence  is  a  club  of  great  promise,  already 
numbering  twenty -one  members,  and  of  which  Mr.  A.  E. 
Evans  is  the  secretary.  The  society’s  rules  are  fully  in 
accord  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Association, 
and  the  weights  of  fish  allowed  are  considerably  above  the 
actual  standard.  The  society  is  located  at  the  Red  Lion 
Hotel,  Harrow-road,  Paddington,  W.  The  committee 
also  reported  that  they  had  recommended  that  the 
annual  donation  of  ten  guineas  to  the  funds  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  should  be  paid,  which  was 
promptly  doneby  Mr.  Wade, secretary,  who  produced  receipt 
to  the  meeting,  and  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brougham 
expressing  the  thanks  of  the  society  for  this  timely  donation . 
The  action  of  the  committee  was  greatly  approved  of,  and 
Mr.  Wade  further  reported  that  he  had  collected  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings  at  tho  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Clifton- 
ville  Angling  Society  for  the  same  object.  The  collecting 
boxes  of  some  of  the  societies  enrolled  with  the  Central 
Association  had  also  been  opened,  and  the  results  had  been 
very  satisfactory,  evincing  very  clearly  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  working  men  anglers  to  promote  river  preservation, 
especially  that  of  our  great  river,  the  Thames.  The  box  of 
the  Great  Northern  Brothers  was  found  to  contain  £1  Is.; 
the  Alma,  17s. ;  the  Corinthians,  14s. ;  and  the  Burton, 
7s.  6d. ;  all  of  which  had  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Brougham 
and  suitably  acknowledged.  It  was  resolved  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  two  railway  companies  in  reference  to  further 
concessions.  A  letter  from  the  up-river  preservation  socie¬ 
ties  was  discussed,  and  Mr.  Wade  was  instructed  to  writo 
them  in  reference  thereto.  The  case  of  a  secretary  who  had 
obtained  privilege  cards  without  remitting  theamount  was 
considered,  when  it  was  resolved  that  his  ticket  of  member¬ 
ship  be  cancelled,  and  no  further  ticket  be  issued  him  until 
the  matter  be  satisfactorily  settled.  Important  details 
were  discussed  in  reference  to  the  magnificent  stretch  of 
water,  seven  miles  in  length,  rented  by  this  association  at 
Pulborough,  and  the  committee  were  requested  to  further 
consider  the  matter.  Mr.  Wade  reported  that  this  water 
had  yielded  splendid  sport  during  the  past  season  and  fully 
sustained  its  old  reputation.  Ho  also  mentioned  that  tho 
railway  privilege  tickets  issued  by  the  Central  Association 
last  year  had  exceeded  very  considerably  in  number  those 
of  any  previous  period,  and  the  demand  during  the  coming 
season  promised  oven  to  surpass  it,  a  result  highly  gratify¬ 
ing  to  the  many  workers  who  aro  interested  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  association.  Secretaries  of  clubs  and  others 
are  particularly  requested  to  note  that  the  new  address  of 
Mr,  Waile  is  39,  Thorburn-square,  Bermondsey,  S.E.,  where 


all  communications  in  reference  to  enrolment  of  new 
clubs  or  other  business  should  now  be  addressed.  Tho 
meeting  closed  with  tho  customary  voto  of  thanks  to  the 
president  and  vice-president,  which  was  suitably 
responded  to  by  both  gentlemen,  after  which  the  proceed¬ 
ings  closed. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence,' 
Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  The 
seventeenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizesof  this 
society  will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening,  the  28th  inst., 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  to  make  it  a  success. 
1  he  tickets  are  two  shillings  and  sixpence  each,  and  can  bo 
had  of  the  stewards.  Thursday  next,  the  14th  inst.,  being 
our  quarterly  night,  I  beg  to  request  members  to  show  up 
early  and  in  full  force ;  also  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if 
donors  will  kindly  let  me  have  their  prizes  as  early  as 
possible,  and  I  hope  those  members  who  are  in  arrears  will 
kindly  clear  the  books  on  or  before  that  night.— A.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington. — This  society  will  hold  the  next  meeting 
at  the  above  hotel  on  Wednesday,  May  13,  at  8.30  p.m.  for 
general  business.  A  well-filled  list  of  prizes  for  the  ensuin" 
season  is  placed  before  the  members,  both  private  presen¬ 
tation  prizes  and  club,  dating  from  Mondav,  May  4  inclu¬ 
sive.  Members  will  please  attend  early  bn  Wednesday 
next,  and  note  that  meetings  will  be  held  every  Wednes- 
day,  at  8.30  p.m.,  until  further  notice.— Ale  E.  Evans  sec 

Clerkenwell  United,  Visiting  List. — A  successful 
visit  on  the  above  list  was  was  paid  to  tho  Convivial 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Crockett  in  tho 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Bailey.  The  following  societies  were 
represented,  viz. :  Lincoln,  St.  John’s,  Convivial,  Barbi- 
can.  City  of  London,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks 
Islington  Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Burton  Pisca- 
torials,  Blackfriars,  Anchor  and  Hope,  and  North  London 
2?xt .visit  will  be  to  the  Barbican,  held  at  the 
White  Bear,  St.  John  s-street,  Clerkenwell. — F,  Castell 
hon.  sec.  ’ 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road, 
W.— On  tho  3rd  instant,  Mr.  Baxter  weighed  in  a  verv 
nice  trout,  weight  31b.  lOjoz.  It  is  particularly  requested 

tnatmembers  attend  and  clear  the  books  for  the  concert  &c  • 

and  like  wise  order  their  privilege  tickets  and  Benevolent 
tickets  for  the  ensuing  season,  so  that  the  supper  take 
place  without  fvrther  delay.— A.  Smith,  sec 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel.  Harrow- 
road,  Paddmgton,  W. — None  of  our  members  have  been 
out.  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  Othinst,.  thefollowinggentle' 

men  were  elected  active  members  of  this  club  : _ Messrs.' 

P .  Brown,  E.  J.  Sidney  and  H.  Williams.  Our  next  meet- 
mg  vyui  be  held  at  fresh  head-quarters,  due  notice  of  which 
will  be  sent  to  all  members.— T.  Stallibrass  hon  sec 

Crovvn  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-groen,  E.C.— All  members 
arc  reminded  that  next  W ednesday,  JVTay  13,  is  the  annual 
general  meeting  night,  when  the  roll  will  be  called  at 
9  o  clock  sharp  ;  those  not  present  at  that  time  will  be  fined 
accord. ngto  rules.  The  agenda  will  be  as  follows  —  Electio  1 
of  all  officers  ;  arrangement  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  ; 
annual  dinner;  name  for  privilege  and  benevolent  ticket ; 

other  important  business  will  be  brought  forwrd. 
— w.  H.  Burwad,  sec. 

Driffield  Anglers’  Club.-Tuesday  was  the  opening 
dayof  flshmg  by  the  members  of  this  club  in  the  celebrated 
DnfheM  trout  streams.The  water  waslow,  but  well  stocked 
with  fish.  The  largest  basket  taken  was  seven  and  a-half 
brace,  the  weight  of  which  was  121b.  The  day  was  favour¬ 
able,  and  the  sport  much  enjoyed. 

Ear lsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
fieid,  S.  W .—  4  his  society  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of 
a  large  number  of  members  and  friends  from  other 
societies  on  the  29th  ult.,  when  Mr.  E.  Shrubsole  read  his 
paper  entitled  “Fly  Fishing  for  Chub  on  the  Medway,” 
being  really  an  account  of  his  experiences  of  fly-fishing 
*or_  ^ PaPer  was  a  most  instructive  one, 

and  Mr.  Shrubsole  illustrated  his  argument  by  exhibiting 
several  patterns  of  the  flies  he  advised  in  different  wea¬ 
ther  and  circumstances.  Also  a  suitable  rod  for  such  style 
of  fishing.  I  think  Mr.  Shrubsole  will  have  made  a  great 
many  converts  to  his  cause,  and  I  am  sure  the  paper  could 
be  read  on  many  occasions  with  much  benefit  to  the 
angling  fraternity.  Mr.  Shrubsole  was  listened  to  very 
attentively,  and  at  the  close  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Burkitt.  After 
the  reading  a  really  enjoyable  smoking  concert  took 
place.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Deplidge  L 
R.  Richardson,  Trowbridge,  Moore,  Bowater,  and  many 
other  well-known  anglers.  We  desire  to  thank  those 
gentlemen  who  supported  us  on  that  occasion.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  this  society  was  enrolled  on  the  South 
Loudon  Visiting  List,  and  I  hope  will  be  represented  on 
every  visit.— R,  Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehouse.— Members’ attention  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  Wednesday,  May  7,  was  yearly  night.  Members 
are  requested  to  send  to  the  secretary  their  names  for  tho 
new  privilege  tickets  as  early  as  possible  as  per  rule  4  and 
5.  They  will  greatly  oblige  by  so  doing.  We  have  a 
vacancy  for  a  few  more  working  members;  now  is  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  for  any  person  wishing  to  join.— W. 
Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 


Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 
N.— Our  concert  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Lake  on  Saturday 
was  a  great  success,  and  I  must  heartily  thank  those 
angling  brothers  and  friends  for  their  grand  sup  iort  that 
night.  Our  twelfth  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  12, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a  jolly  night.— A.  P.,  sec 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  Portland-road — Mr.  De  Peirron  weigh  e  l  in 
the  first  trout  of  the  season  on  April  28.  Notice  to  new 
members  that  May  5  was  yearly  meeting  night.  Next 
Tuesday  will  be  grace  night,  hoping  that  all  will  pay  up 
by  that  night.  We  weigh  in  for  the  next  season  all  fish 
according  to  the  association  rules,  bar  perch,  which  from 
any  water  shall  be  3Jlb.  Any  member  bringing  up  a  fish 
under  size  to  be  fined  one  penny  for  each  fish.  Supper 
will  take  place  about  June  9,  if  we  can  pass  the  audit.— 
J.  Roach,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church  - 
street,  Shoreditch.— Our  return  visit  took  place  on  April 
28,  and  was  a  great  success,  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
being  spent.  I  beg  to  thank  all  those  friends  that  so  kindly 
paid  us  a  visit.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  June  9.  I  hope  members  and  friends  will 
kindly  send  their  prizes  in  good  time.— R.  Murpiiy 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in 
the  chair.  Various  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
annual  meeting,  which  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd 
June,- at  eight  o’clock.  Several  members  reported  having 
been  trout  fishing  with  tolerable  success. 
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Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Seven  Sisters-road,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  strong  muster  of 
anglers  and  friends  on  Friday  last,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  The  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
stand  fixed  for  Friday,  June  5.— J.  T.  G.,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.-We  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  through  unforeseen  troubles  to  postpone  our  supper 
until  June  2.  Mr.  J.  Phillips  resigned  his  membership 
from  this  date.— Snap. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— “  Are  Fish  Becom¬ 
ing  Scarce  in  Public  Waters.  If  so,  What  is  the  Cause  and 
Remedy  !  ”  As  announced  last  week,  a  discussion  on  thh 
subject  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  13th 
inst.,  at  the  meeting-house  of  this  society  ;  Mr.  F.  Heap, 
the  president,  will  open  the  discussion.  This  being  a 
matter  which  concerns  all  London  anglers,  those  who  take 
an  interest,  and  would  like  to  be  present,  will  be  heartily 
welcome.  The  annual  general  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  20th  inst.  The  distribution  of  annual  and 
sneeial  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  27th  inst.— 
H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen’s- 
road,  Liverpool.— We  had  a  large  meeting  last  week,  and 
four  new  members  were  nominated.  The  half-year’s  rent 
of  our  Ivnowsley  water  was  ordered  to  be  paid.  The  prizes 
for  Whit-Monday  fishing  were  fixed  as  follows  For  trout 
only,  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  and  a  creel;  for  coarse 
fish,  fifteen  shillings,  a  cane  roach  rod,  and  five  shillings. 
The  cash  to  be  paid  for  fishing  requisites  as  selected  by 
winners.  Fish  at  or  above  the  fixed  limit  will  rank  for  the 
two  challenge  clocks.  Members  to  weigh  in  their  own 
fish.  Grayling  must  not  be  retained.  No  take  of  coarse  fish 
of  less  than  lib.  can  win  the  first  prize.  Ground-baiting 
twenty -four  hours  beforehand  prohibited.  Start  from  the 
Lion  Hotel,  Llanymynech,  at  nine  a.m.,  and  weigh  in  there 
at  5.30,  local  time,  and  no  grace  allowed.  The  weather  is 
to-day,  6th,  simply  delightful,  and  should  bring  the  flies 

out.— R-  WOOLFALL. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  to-night  (Thurs¬ 
day,  May  7).  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  took  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central  Association)  was  pro¬ 
posed  an  hon.  member.  This  was  all  the  business  before 
the  club,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road,  Highbury.— A  meeting  of  the  above  club  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  May  13th,  at  9  p.m.  Anglers  wishing 
to  join  the  club,  may  do  so  without  entrance  fee,  on  the 
above  night  only.  No  gross  weight;  specimen  only.— H. 
Stretch,  hon.  sec.  pro  tern. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Havcrstock-hill.— The  committee  are  requested  to  attend 
theWednesday  meeting,  so  as  to  get  the  rules  out  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  Association 
takes  place  at  the  above  club ;  due  notice  will  be  given 
shortly.  We  wish  to  make  it  a  grand  success.— J.  G. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Golborne-road,  North 
Kensington.— Several  members  went  out  on  May  3  to  try 
Father  Thames,  bnt  were  not  successful  in  obtaining  any¬ 
thing  worthy  of  note  ;  but  I  hope  in  my  next  report  to  be 
able  to  state  that  they  have  been  doing  something.  I  must 
also  remind  members  that  next  Wednesday  is  the  last  day 
to  clear  the  books  previous  to  the  dinner ;  so  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  meeting.— J.  W.,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— I  beg  to  remind  members  of  the  above  that 
the  first  Wednesday  in  June  is  quarter  night ;  as  our 
supper  takes  place  on  the  same  night,  1  hope  ail  members 
will  clear  the  books  by  the  31st  instant.  Mr.  J.  Davis 
was  elected  chairman  for  the  present  month.  Members 
that  intend  to  come  to  the  supper  will  greatly  oblige  by 
letting  me  know  as  soon  as  possible.— E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow.— Our  prizes  for  distribution  on  our  annual 
supper  night.  May  13,  came  in  last  night,  with  few  excep- 
t:o  is  ;  all  will  be  in  on  the  12th,  next  meeting  night,  when 
all  members  wishing  to  participate  in  the  good  things  pro- 
V>del  for  the  next  night  will  pay  up  all  arrears.  Members 
please  note  the  date,  May  13  ;  time,  nine  o’clock  prompt. 
— J.  Jones,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street.  Lambeth.— We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  the  6th  inst.,  in  our  new  club  room,  and  some 
business  for  the  welfare  of  the  club  was  gone  through.  Mr. 
Green  has  presented  a  very  handsome  ink-bottle  and  stand 
for  the  use  of  the  club,  and  Mr.  Elson  has  promised  a  very 
handsome  silver  cup  to  be  fished  for,  to  become  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  member  who  wins  it  three  times.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  both  gentlemen  for  the 
prizes.  Secretaries,  please  note  change  of  our  club  address. 
— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— A  special  general  meeting 
will  be  held  here  on  Tuesday,  May  19,  to  consider  the  report 
from  the  committee  (re  alteration  of  rules,  date  of  annual 
dinner,  &c.),  as  some  very  important  alterations  are  pro¬ 
posed,  every  member  is  requested  to  be  present  as  early  as 
possible.— Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  various  societies 
enrolled  on  this  list  took  place  at  the  Pitt’s  Head,  Grange- 
road,  on  the  5th  instant,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  vice-president,  in 
the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having 
been  read  and  confirmed,  and  the  balance-sheet  passed, 
two  new  societies  were  enrolled— namely,  the  Cliftonville, 
Cliftonville  Tavern,  Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey, 
secretary,  W.  W.  Andrews ;  and  the  Earlsfield,  Half-Way 
House.  Earlsfield,  near  Wimbledon,  secretary,  W.  Bird. 
G.  II.  Field,  Esq.,  who  has  held  the  office  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  list,  was  unanimously  re-elected 
president,  and  J.  Wright,  Esq.,  vice,  and  A.  Conn, 
secretary.  It  was  decided  that  the  first  friendly  com¬ 
petition  amongst  the  societies  on  this  list  in  the  coming 
season  should  take  place  at  Amberley,  on  July  19.  Con¬ 
ditions:  roving,  towpath  only,  between  Houghton  and 
Timberley  Bridges.  Societies  who  have  not  yet  paid  their 
annual  subscription  o2  two  shillings  are  reminded  that,  it  is 
now  due.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross.— We  had  a  fair  attendance  on  the  5th 
inst.,  Mr.  A.  Fry  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Montague.  I 
hope  to  see  all  present  on  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  a  lot  of 
business  to  dispose  of.  Members  who  are  in  arrears  are 
requested  to  clear  the  books  by  next  Tuesday.— II.  C., 
hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of 
the  above  society  took  place  at  the  headquarters  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  May  6,  when  the  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  faced  by  our  old  and  respected  friend,  Mr.  Harry 


Broadway.  The  dinner  was  well  catered  for  by  our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  T.  W.  Venner,  and  everything  passed  off 
very  nice.  After  the  toasts  the  following  gentlemen  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening,  which  was  kept  up 
to  the  early  hours— Mr.  Will  Stanton,  Mr.  Durell,  Mr.  H. 
Watkins,  Mr.  H.  Broadway,  Billie  Taylor,  Mr.  V.  Vagnolini 
Freeman,  and  others.  There  were  forty-seven  sat  down  to 
dinner,  and  many  came  in  afterwards.  On  Wednesday 
next  I  should  like  to  see  all  the  members  present,  as  there 
is  some  very  important  business  to  transact;  nine  o’clock 
sharp.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— Our  annual  dinner  took  place  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  last.  May  6,  and  was  a  splendid  success;  the 
catering  of  our  esteemed  hostess,  Mrs.  Hills,  was  as  usual 
par  excellence,  and  the  garden  party  afterwards  was  well 
attended.  The  prize  list  for  ensuing  season  was  fairly 
responded  to,  but  as  our  distribution  of  prizes  for  past 
season  does  not  take  place  until  the  20th  inst.,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  greatly  augmented  by  that  time.  Mr. 
George  Powell  and  Mr.  J.  Bodell  were  proposed  as  mem¬ 
bers,  ballot  to  take  place  on  Wednesday  next.— R.  J. 
Dartnall,  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society,  Earl  Derby, 
King  Ed  ward-road,  South  Hackney.— At  the  usual  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  society,  held  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  inst.,  Mr. 
Rayner  in  the  chair,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  first  annual 
club  supper  at  the  above  address  on  Saturday,  June  6. 
The  tickets  will  be  two  shillings  each,  and  may  be  obtained 
from  myself,  at  77,  Finsbury -pavement,  or  from  Mr.  King, 
the  landlord.  A  smoking  concert  will  follow  the  supper. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  12th,  at 
8.30  p.m.,  to  make  further  arrangements,  &c.— H.  Richard¬ 
son,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


&8T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

'30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f55  min.  for  Kew. 


1.85 


Richmond. 

Twicken¬ 

ham. 

Teddington. 


Putney.  75 

Add-!  15  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80 

smith. 

.50  „  ,,  Barnes.  _ _ 

Example;— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  8 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Evening. 

.  2.39 

.  3.22 

.  4.  2 

.  4.42 

.  5.22 

.  6.  9 

.  7.  4 


Saturday,  May 
Sunday,  , , 

9 . 

Morning. 

.  2.18  .. 

10 . 

.  3.  1  .. 

Monday, 

11 . 

Tuesday,  „ 

Wednesday,  ,, 

12 . 

.  4.23  .. 

13 . 

. 5.  2  .. 

Thursday, 

14 . 

Friday, 

15 . 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— I  can  hear 
from  all  portions  of  the  river  the  trout  are  moving  in  every 
direction,  and  yet  the  letters  from  the  fishermen  report 
that  no  one  goes  down  to  try  to  catch  them.  There  are 
names  of  some  of  the  leading  trout  fishermen,  who  up  to 
the  present  have  not  reported  a  single  capture,  but  until 
lately  the  weather  has  not  been  at  all  favourable  for  sport. 
When  I  was  in  the  City  on  Tuesday  I  called  at  one  of  the 
fishing  tackle  shops,  and  was  informed,  upon  wfiat  appeared 
some  authority,  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  had  hooked  a 
veritable  sixteen-pounder  at  Hampton  Court,  and  after 
giving  a  somewhat  detailed  description  of  the  action  of  that 
excellent  angler,  the  fish  broke  away.  I  doubted  very 
much  the  accuracy  of  the  statement,  as  I  had  just  received 
a  letter  from  William  Milbourne,  which  I  shall  give  below, 
and  there  is  no  allusion  to  angling  of  the  kind.  1  have  been 
told  that  the  river  is  likely  to  be  benefited  by  a  consign¬ 
ment  of  some  yearling  trout,  of  which  I  shall  be  able  to 
give  the  particulars  shortly,  and  this  report  has  founda¬ 
tion.  All  anxiety  is  now  in  relation  to  the  ova  of  perch, 
and  I  must  contradict  a  report  which  I  am  informed  has 
been  published,  that  the  Sale  at  Walton  has  been  altogether 
neglected  this  year.  So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  it  has 
been  taken  completely  in  hand  by  the  river  keepers,  who 
have  been  watching  it  night  and  day,  and  I  have  this 
morning  (Wednesday)  a  most  satisfactory  account  from 
head  river  keeper  Wiiliam  Douglas  as  to  this  particular 
portion  of  the  river.  I  can  easily  account  for  the  report 
which  has  got  into  circulation.  There  is  another  special 
place  where  the  perch  have  spawned,  and  that  is  the  Cro- 
lock,  just  above  Teddington  Weir,  and  the  same  keeper, 
acting  upon  instructions  from  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P., 
writes:  “TheCrolock  is  well  covered  with  wire  netting, 
and  the  ova  is  perfectly  safe  from  the  swans.”  There  is  no 
fear  now  as  to  the  Chertsey  district,  as  that  portion  of  the 
river  is  in  very  safe  hands.— B. 

Hampton  Court.— William  Milbourne  writes:  “The 
water  is  in  good  condition  and  the  trout  showing  well,  but 
scarcely  any  one  comes  to  go  and  try  for  them.  There  is  a 
great  quantity  of  chub  and  barbel  drawing  up  to  the 
Hampton  Court  Weir.  Several  large  barbel  and  chub 
have  been  caught  whilst  fishing  for  trout,  but  they  have 
all  been  returned  back.  There  is  a  good  quantity  of  roach 
drawing  up  to  the  weir,  which  looks  well  for  a  good 
season.” 

Shepperton.— George  Rosewell  writes:  “Mr.  James 
Clapp,  of  the  Brentford  Piscatorial  Society,  fishing  with  me 
on  Monday,  caught  a  very  nice  trout  of  71b.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  who  is  one  of  the  lucky  ones  and  a  good  angler,  got 
one  of  6jlb.  the  previous  Monday  at  Hampton  Court,  and 
that  being  the  meeting  night  of  his  club,  he  has  on  two 
consecutive  evenings  exhibited  a  fine  specimen  trout.” 

Upper  Thames. — The  river  is  now  in  exceptionable 
grand  trout  order,  and  fair  success  has  been  achieved 
during  the  last  few  days  at  Windsor,  Bray,  Maidenhead 
and  Cookham.  At  Marlow,  Mr.  Brown  from  the  weir  stage 
has  taken  a  pretty  fish  of  51b.,  and  to-day  (Thursday)  that 
prince  of  Upper  Thames  troutists  has  taken  two  fish  going 
respectively  61b.  and  111b.,  the  taker  being  Mr.  Clare 
S  (.urges,  out  with  the  inimitable 'Bob  Young  in  the  Med- 


menliam  waters.  The  last  take  requires  confirmation, 
but  was  given  me  this  afternoon  as  an  on  dit  by  a  very 
worthy  M.R.C.V.S.,  who  said  he  should  like  to  have 
the  eleven-pounder  as  a  first  course,  to  be  followed  by 
lamb  chops,  and  grass.  This  Yet.  is  evidently  educated. 
Water  grand— now  is  the  time  for  trout  on  the  Thames.— 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Windsor).— May  7  may  be  written  dow7n  this 
spring  as  the  first  “  balmy  ”  day,  and  if  trout  do  not  move 
now  they  never  will.  I  have  not  a  single  sizeable  fish  to 
record  this  week.  One  local  angler  nearly  scored  a  trio  in 
an  evening,  one  of  which  (a  good  sized)  had  the  net  under 
him.  Water  nice  and  fresh  and  a  good  height.— B.  R. 
Bam  BRIDGE. 

Ancholme  District.— Weather  is  now  delightful,  but 
water-courses  are  low.  All  the  leading  spring  flies  are 
now  hatching  in  fair  numbers,  and  trout  are  beginning  to 
take  well.  Five  thousand  prime  fario  trout  fry  were 
turned  into  a  local  beck  for  a  county  gentleman  yesterday 
( Wednesday ).— Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— Good  baskets  of  fish  are  being 
killed.  One  visitor  in  about  four  hours  took  641b.  of  nice 
trout.  Water  fine.  Killing  flies,  Half-stone  and  small 
Blue  Upright.  Warmer  and  fine.— Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— The  welcome  change  in  the  weather  has 
made  a  vast  difference  in  the  surroundings  of  the  water¬ 
side,  with  trees  and  foliage  bursting  into  leaf,  but  rain  has 
not  fallen  in  sufficient  volume  to  benefit  the  water.  Low 
and  bright  is  the  general  record,  and  fish  in  consequence 
shy.  A  few  nice  trout  were  taken  on  Monday  from  a  brook 
near  Ardingly,  but  no  fish  exceeded  8oz.  A  well-conditioned 
fish,  weighing  lib.  4oz.,  was  secured  from  the  upper  portion 
of  the  Ouse,  and  several  fish  are  reported  in  the  district, 
but  in  worming  tor  trout  several  chub  have  been  taken,  in 
fact  many  of  the  streams  hold  far  more  chub  than  trout. 
But  few  anglers  have  patronised  the  Adur  latterly,  and 
quite  as  well  not,  as  both  dace  and  roach  should  get  a  brief 
respite  during  the  spawning  season.  The  tides  are  right 
this  week  for  harbour  fishing,  and  with  a  continuance  of 
the  present  weather  good  sport  among  the  smelt  may  be 
anticipated.— George  F.  Salter. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  flood  of  Saturday  last  has 
now  cleared  down,  and  we  have  a  splendid  water  for  the 
fly.  Just  before  the  “fresh”  came  in  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
Prince  took  a  decent  dish  of  fish  with  the  fly  in  Dovedale, 
and  several  other  takes  have  been  made  of  similar  weight 
—viz.,  four  and  five  brace— since.  Mr.  G.  Greensmithtook 
five  brace  from  this  length  and  adjacent  meadows  on 
Tuesday,  this  week.  Several  other  fishermen  are  out ;  but 
wo  have  not  heard  with  what  result.  Wind  west,  and 
prospects  as  bright  as  the  weather  is  so  long  as  the  water 
continues  plentiful.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  heavy  rain  which  fell  on  the 
hills  last  Friday  put  fully  2ft.  into  the  river,  and  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  good  strong  west  wind,  it  set  the  salmon 
in  the  Solway  on  the  move  during  the  weekly  close  time, 
the  consequence  being  that  the  pools  are  again  stocked 
with  fine  fresh-run  fish  in  place  of  the  fungus-marked 
“potted  ’  fish,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  have  gone  down 
fora  salt  water  bath  and  recovered  from  the  disease,  or  at 
any  rate  many  of  them.— Silver  Grey. 

Greta  (near  Barnard  Castle).— Your  correspondent 
had  a  day  on  this  water  on  Saturday.  The  weather  was 
fine,  wind  S.W.,  water  in  A  1  condition  after  the  previous 
flood,  and  the  consequence  was  seventeen  fine  fish 
brought  to  bank,  one  of  jib.,  and  four  of  jib.  each.  The 
banks  were  brilliant  with  anemone,  primroses,  &c.,  the 
birds  singing  gaily,  and  altogether  it  was  the  most  spring¬ 
like  day  we  have  had  here  so  far.  On  Sunday  the  cuckoo 
was  heard  in  the  woods  above  Rokeby.— J.  H.  R. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  charms  that  are  now  coming 
over  the  country  are  enough  to  tempt  the  hard-worked 
business  man  to  leave  his  counter  or  his  counting-house  for 
a  brief  period,  if  only  to  sniff  the  freshness  of  the  atmosphere 
and  the  fragrance  of  the  fields.  The  transition  from  winter 
to  summer  is  very  rapid,  and  it  will  not  take  long  to  have 
the  face  of  nature  in  its  full  glow.  The  close  proximity  of 
Whitsuntide,  however,  may  induce  many  to  delay  their 
visits  to  the  waters  for  another  brief  week  or  so,  and 
probably  their  chances  of  sport  will  have  improved  mean¬ 
while  ;  but  those  who  desire  to  make  hay  while  the  sun 
shines  will  have  no  cause  to  grumble.  There  has  not  been 
much  done  yet  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing  for  causes  already 
mentioned ;  but  if  the  fish  will  ever  be  catchable  it  will  be 
during  the  present  month,  and  before  the  May-fly  comes 
among  us.  March  Brown,  Yellow  Dun,  Hare’s-ear,  and 
Cow-dung  are  the  chief  flies  to  be  recommended.  Worm 
fishing  would  succeed  when  the  water  is  sufficiently 
coloured.— L. 

Lake  District.— Angling  may  now  be  said  to  be  in  full 
swing  in  the  Lake  District,  and  many  local  fishermen  are 
out  almost  daily,  sport  varying  according  to  locality.  Re¬ 
ports  from  the  Lune  are  pleasing,  where  takes  are  large  and 
the  fish  of  good  size  and  condition.— Westmeria. 

Lea.— The  river  is  now  showing  the  effects  of  the  lato 
dry  weather  we  have  experienced  ;  it  is  getting  somewhat 
low  in  volume,  and  is  of  anything  but  a  nice  colour;  in 
many  places  it  is  getting  thick  and  stagnant.  A  really 
good  flood  is  now  much  wanted ;  the  reservoirs  of  the  East 
London  Waterworks  at  Tottenham  are  getting  low  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  continued  fine  weather.  Thursday  was  a 
beautifully  bright  summer  day,  and,  as  usual  in  such  cases, 
the  fish  were  showing  themselves ;  dace  and  bleak  were 
very  busy  feeding,  and  were  to  be  seen  in  great  numbers  ; 
near  the  sides  of  the  streams  and  in  quiet  eddies  roach 
were  to  be  seen  in  shoals ;  they  were  moving  about  quietly, 
not  very  near  the  surface,  and  were,  I  suppose,  finding 
out  the  right  spots  to  deposit  their  spawn.  In  one 
or  two  places  ducks  seemed  very  busily  feeding  on  some¬ 
thing  in  the  weeds,  and  I  am  afraid  that  they  were  de¬ 
vouring  the  spawn  of  the  unfortunate  perch,  which  are 
iust  now  dropping  their  ova  in  any  place  they  find  suit¬ 
able.  No  doubt  ducks  and  all  other  waterfowl  are  very 
destructive  in  this  respect,  but  fortunately  they  do  not 
wander  very  far  away  from  home  when  food  suitable  for 
them  is  easily  to  be  obtained.  Although  it  was  so  bright 
and  sunny  to-day,  there  was  not  much  rise  of  flies,  no 
doubt  accounted  for  by  the  low  temperature  of  the  water, 
caused  by  the  long-continued  north  and  north-east  winds. 
But  few  trout  fishermen  have  as  yet  been  out,  and  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  capture  having  been  made.  With  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  warm  weather,  however,  the  spotted  ones  will 
soon  now  boon  the  move.  Some  few  dace  have  been  taken 
with  the  dry-fly,  whipping,  and  with  the  natural  on  the 
blow-line.  A  chub  of  241b.  has  been  taken  and  returned  to 
the  river  at  Tottenham".— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— The  favourable  change  in  the  weather  has 
given  a  decided  impetus  to  trout  fishing  in  this  locality. 
The  rain  at  the  latter  part  of  last  week  beuefitted  the 
streams,  and,  with  the  wind  getting  round,  anglers  were 
far  from  slow  in  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunities 
afforded.  So  far  as  Glenfield  and  East  Norton  are  con- 
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cerned,  sport  has  been  fully  up  to  tho  average,  baskets 
being  about  three  brace  per  rod.  Worm  and  minnow  has 
been  found  to  be  the  most  deadly  lure.  Some  of  the  private 
waters  near  Leicester  have  also  furnished  rare  sport  among 
the  trout,  but  the  exact  takes  of  fish  are  most  difficult  to 
obtain.  As  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  weather  con¬ 
tinuing  bright  and  fine,  anglers  are  in  hopes  of  having  a 
good  season,  the  fish  which  have  been  taken  lately  being 
in  much  improved  condition. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —The  weather  at  the 
end  of  last  week  was  anything  but  favourable  for  anglers 
to  get  out.  This  week  it  has  turned  fine,  and  the  water  is 
in  good  fishing  order.  The  fish  have  been  rising  but  little, 
and  appear  to  be  feeding  on  the  bottom.  The  flies  used 
are  the  Blue  Dun,  Governor,  Granham,  and  Iron  Blue.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  week  a  few  nice  trout  were  landed 
with  the  fly  in  tho  Lugg.  Sport  in  the  Arrow  has  been 
fairly  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  fishing  order.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Prospects 
of  sport  in  coming  week  arc  good.— It.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— Fallowing  on  the  showers  of 
last  week,  we  are  at  last  having  warmer  days,  with  a  little 
frost  at  night ;  and  although  the  main  stream  carries  afresh 
yet,  there  is  a  decidedly  better  prospect  all  around  for 
anglers.  Several  members  of  the  Derwent  and  the  York 
clubs  have  been  out  in  the  Dale  streams,  with  varying 
successes,  and  the  Driffield  Beck,  the  Costa,  and  the  Rye 
have  been  fairly  patronised.  The  Derwent  men  are 
deserving  of  every  praise.  They  have  good  rules,  and  stick 
to  them,  and  spend  their  surplus  funds  in  re-stocking  and 
protecting  their  waters,  and  this  no  doubt  accounts  for 
their  superior  success  as  an  angling  club.  One  member  has 
had  fair  success  with  what  he  terms  a  “  cross  ’  March 
Brown  (whatever  that  may  mean),  a  variation  of  the  Hare’s 
Lug  and  March  Brown  dressing,  I  suppose.  The  chief 
favourites  now  here  are  the  Dark  Watchet,  Water-hen  Bloa, 
Little  Iron,  and  Hare’s  Ear,  this  latter  dressed  small ;  I 
might  j  ust  say  in  answer  to  numerous  friends’  inquiries  that 
they  cannot  do  better  than  write  Mr.  Max  Walbran,  of 
Leeds,  for  advice  on  the  above  dressings.  The  creeper 
has  made  its  appearance  in  some  parts  of  the  shallows,  but 
to  no  great  extent.  Good  sport  is  being  had  on  the  Sinning- 
ton  stream;  Mr.  C.  Frank,  jun.,  of  Kirby,  visiting  it  one 
day  last  week,  killed  ten  brace  of  grand  trout.  They  are 
much  larger  fish  than  the  Helmsley  waters,  which  latter 
no  doubt  is  being  sadly  overfished.  I  am  glad  Lord 
Feversham  is  at  last  alive  to  this  fact,  having  recently  re¬ 
vised  the  ticket  rules  of  permission,  which  for  the  season 
can  be  had  for  twelve  and  sixpence,  six  shillings  half,  and 
sixpence  for  a  weekly  ticket.  There  is  quite  a  lively  interest 
manifested  amongst  the  Ouse  rod-men.  Capt.  Key  (presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fulford  Club),  in  order  to  induce  anglers  to  go 
in  more  for  the  study  of  fly-fishing,  has  offered  a  prize  of  a 
costly  fly  rod  for  the  best  kill  on  the  main  river  with  the 
fly.  This  is  a  very  commendable  act  on  the  part  of  this 
gentleman,  and  as  we  have  some  good  chub  and  dace  fishing 
enthusiasts,  we  shall  expect  a  keen  contest  for  the  trophy. 
I  understand  other  prizes  are  to  be  added.  In  answer  to 
several  of  my  brother  anglers  and  friends,  I  beg  to  say  that 
I  am  not  the  individual  who  is  responsible  for  the  “over 
forty  fine  trout  in  a  couple  of  hours,”  which  appeared  in 
your  columns  last  week.  I  saw  a  paragraph  in  a  local 
paper  a  fortnight  ago,  giving  the  same  from  the  Swale, 
which  I  put  down  as  a  fraud,  emanating  perhaps  from 
some  grasping  hotel  keeper.— Ronald. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— May  came  in  rather  doubt¬ 
ful,  but  has  proved  fairly  good  for  fishing  so  far.  The  2nd 
of  course  was  “Queen’s”  weather,  because  of  the  opening 
of  the  Naval  Exhibition.  At  least  we  had  capital  weather 
here.  I  don’t  know  if  you  had  the  same.  Scores  of  boats 
may  be  seen  every  day  at  the  usual  mark,  and  I  think  all 
•  the  boats  are  fitted  out,  or  nearly  so.  The  season  may 
fairly  be  said  to  have  commenced.  The  pollack  are  getting 
in  condition,  and  the  small  school  bass  are  sought  after  by 
numerous  rodsters  who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  possess 
a  boat,  or  who  are  deterred  by  business  from  getting  away 
until  the  evening.  They  seem  to  take  the  bait  better  at 
night.  There  are  some  bright  lamps  on  the  piers  ;  this 
may  have  something  to  do  with  it.  I  know  in  some  locali¬ 
ties  a  great  deal  of  fish  spearing  is  done  at  night,  by  the 
aid  of  a  lamp  hung  over  a  stern  or  bow  of  the  boat,  or  by 
the  floating  mullet  lamp  that  my  late  father  brought  out 
some  twenty  years  ago.  The  light  attracts  the  fish, 
and  they  are  speared  as  they  come  to  the  surface.  In 
estuaries,  bars,  &c.,  salmon  are  taken  in  this  way.  Some 
very  fine  flat  fish  and  soles  have  been  taken  in  the  bay,  and 
on  the  whole  we  have  had  a  very  successful  week,  and 
look  forward  to  a  good  season.  The  tourist  fishermen  are 
commencing  to  enquire  about  apartments,  which  proves 
the  season  is  getting. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Pier  anglers  have  not 
had  much  sport  during  the  past  week,  only  a  few  parr,  but 
some  nice  plaice  have  been  caught  by  boat  fishing  in  the 
immediate  bay,  as  also  a  few  small  codfish. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  rose  rapidly  at  the 
latter  end  of  last  week,  and  was  unfit  for  angling  until 
Monday  or  Tuesday  last.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  not  been 
as  good  as  might  be  wished,  but  some  fairly  good  fish  have 
been  taken,  spinners  succeeding  best.  The  water  is  now 
clearing,  and  some  takes  with  the  fly  should  be  recorded. 
The  ova  at  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society’s  fish 
hatchery  is  hatching  satisfactorily,  and  a  successful  year 
is  anticipated.— Piscator. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle).— There  has  not  been  a  great 
deal  of  fishing  here  since  I  last  wrote,  but  those  fishermen 
who  have  been  at  work  have  had  their  reward  in  some  very 
fair  catches.  The  snow  broth  has  now  disappeared,  the 
weather  has  been  warmer,  and  flies  are  fairly  on  the  water, 
and  as  a  natural  result,  fish  are  better  to  get.  The  writer 
got  half  a  dozen  nice  fish  in  the  Abbey  streams  on  Friday. 
They  were  in  good  condition  and  rose  boldly  to  the  March 
Brown,  Snipe,  Purple,  and  Blue  Dun. —J.  H.  It. 

Tees  (Darlington).— Our  river  is  not  what  I  as  an 
angler  should  like  to  see  for  sport,  but  there  is  no  doubt  it 
is  improving.  Within  the  last  few  days  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught,  numbering  ten,  thirteen,  and  twenty, 
respectively,  not  an  hour’s  walk  from  the  town,  besides 
many  others,  not  brought  under  my  notice.— Joseph  T. 
Smythe. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  running  in  capital 
order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  rough,  and  angling 
bad,  but  this  week  it  has  been  fine,  and  a  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  Sport  has  not  been  very  good,  the  fish 
appearing  to  be  feeding  on  the  bottom.  The  flies  used  are 
Blue  Dun,  Governor,  Granham,  and  Iron  Blue.  Bottom 
fishing  with  the  worm  has  been  good.  On  Saturday,  in  the 
water  near  the  castle,  was  fished  by  a  gentleman,  who 
landed  seven  good  trout.  In  the  water  near  Steventon 
some  good  fish  were  landed  with  tho  Blue  Dun.  Sport  has 
been  had  with  the  Stone-fly  or  Water  Cricket.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  arc  all  clear  and  in  order  for 


fishing.  Sport  in  the  Corve  with  the  worm  has  been  good. 
A  few  good  fish  caught  in  the  Ony  this  week.-  S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— A  gentleman  staying  at  tho  Swan 
Hotel  in  one  day’s  fishing  caught  sixteen  trout,  the  weight 
being  121b.— H.  H. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  height.  At  the  end  of  last  week,  heavy 
rain  was  had  in  the  district,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of 
a  flush,  but  the  weather  cleared  and  the  fish  were  moving 
fairly  well.  The  flies  on  tho  water  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
Stone-fly,  and  Granham.  Worm  fishing  has  been  good. 
On  Monday  some  good  sport  was  had  with  the  Blue  Dun 
and  Iron  Blue.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  good 
order,  but  little  has  been  done  in  them  this  week.— Wor¬ 
cester. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  Trent  has  undergone  a 
slight  change  in  our  district,  although  on  Wednesday  the 
river  had  again  settled  down,  and  was  in  splendid  condi¬ 
tion  for  salmon  fishing.  Numerous  anglers  have  been  out 
at  King’s  Mills,  Shardlow,  and  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  on 
Tuesday,  in  the  first-named  reach,  Mr.  G.  Capenhurst,  of 
Derby,  succeeded  in  the  “channel”  in  killing  afresh-run 
fish  of  161b.  The  same  angler  killed  one  last  week  at 
Shardlow  of  261b.,  and  in  the  middie  of  April  he  caught 
one  at  King’s  Mills  of  181b.  odd.  A  few  trout  fishermen 
have  patronised  the  tributaries.  On  May  1  the  Greet  fish¬ 
ery  opened  for  the  season,  and  two  of  the  subscribers,  Mr. 
Webb  and  Mr.  Bromley,  of  this  town,  caught  with  the  fly 
twelve  and  a-half  brace  trout.  Fly  only  is  allowed,  and 
the  river  contains  an  abundance  of  fish.  Odd  brace  have 
been  secured  on  the  Dover  Beck.  There  is  plenty  of  night¬ 
lining  going  on  in  the  Trent  above  Clifton  Colliery.— The 
Man-at-tiie-Clubs. 

Tyne  (Hexham).— Water  fine,  cold  east  wind,  warmer 
weather  set  in;  need  a  good  flood  to  make  sport.  A  few 
trout  killed  this  week.  Golden  Dun  Midge,  best  killing  fly. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— At  last  the  hopes 
of  fly  fishermen  are  being  realised.  The  fly  is  now  becom¬ 
ing  more  abundant  and  nice  baskets  of  fish  are  being 
taken  on  both  rivers— from  two  to  seven  brace  per  rod  has 
been  the  rule.  We  have  many  anglers  staying  in  the 
locality.  The  yellows  are  just  hatching  out  on  the  Wye, 
and  good  sport  with  this  fly  may  be  had  for  the  next  month 
or  two.  Mr.  W.  King,  of  Matlock  Bath,  has  again  been 
successful  with  the  Devon  Minnow,  killing,  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  another  monster  trout,  weighing  nearly  51b. 
This  fish  has  been  sent  to  be  set  up  along  with  the  other 
two  large  trout  which  Mr.  King  has  killed  at  Matlock 
Bath  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  prevailing  fine 
weather  should  bring  grand  sport  for  the  coming  week. 
Killing  flies  are,  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel,  and  Hare’s  Ear. 
—Dotterel. 

Yore  (Hawes).— The  water  is  now  in  splendid  condition 
at  present.  Good  sport  has  been  the  rule  for  a  week  past. 
Messrs.  Beckwith,  Thompson,  junr.,  Sproats,  Dinsdale, 
Moreland,  Iveson,  and  others,  have  had  nice  catches. 
Minnow  and  fly  have  been  the  most  successful  lures.  The 
killing  flies  have  been  the  same  as  in  my  last  report,  viz., 
Waterhen,Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.Light  Snipe  and  Yellow, 
with  February  Red.  During  the  late  freshets  “  floating 
the  worm  ”  accounted  for  a  goodly  number  of  fish.  The 
river  seems  full  of  small  fish  in  some  parts,  whilst  in  others 
there  are  many  nice  sized  fish.  Prospects  good,  but  wind 
S.E.— J.  Corry. 

Yorkshire  Rivers.— The  recent  rains  have  greatly  im¬ 
proved  sport,  and  some  excellent  baskets  have  been  made 
on  Wharfe,  Yore  and  Derwent.  The  favourite  flies  have 
been  Dark  Watchet  and  Orange  Partridge.  The  Blue 
Partridge,  or  hackled  imitation  of  the  Gravel  Bed,  is  also 
beginning  to  kill  its  share.  On  the  Yorkshire  Anglers’ 
Associations  length  of  the  Eamont  sport  has  been  excellent. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Pemberton,  of  Horsforth,  had  eighteen  nice  trout 
one  day,  and  sixteen  another.  The  Crimson  Partridge, 
Dark  Watchet  and  Broughton  Point  appear  to  have 
answered  best  there. — F.  M.  Walbran. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Though  great 
quantity  of  rain  fell,  the  lake  is  still  two  feet  below  its 
natural  level.  Last  night  (Wednesday)  hundreds  of  big 
trout,  from  lib.  to  41b.,  jumped  clean  out  of  the  water  all 
over  the  lake.  It  was  a  grand  sight  to  witness  them,  and 
a  sure  indication  of  a  coming  flood.  Best  baskets  to 
record :  Mr.  Coles,  Bodorgan  Arms,  ten,  weighing  61b.  ; 
Mr.  William  Davies,  five ;  Rev.  W.  W.  Thomas  (Pentre- 
voelas),  five  ;  Mr,  Bird.  Liverpool,  two,  &c.  No  angler  ever 
remembers  seeing  so  many  trout  in  this  lake.— W.  H. 

Lake  Maelog.  —  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  and  Mr. 
Humphries,  Menai  Bridge,  had  seven  very  good  fish 
between  them.— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  [via  Oswestry).— 

Since  last  report  we  have  had  several  “  flat  calms  ”  lasting 
many  hours,  and  some  experienced  fishermen  have  had 
capital  sport  “  stalking  ”  rising  fish  with  fine  tackle,  using 
Spiders  and  very  small  winged  flies.  Most  successful— 
Black  and  Mallard,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Claret  and  Grouse, 
Woodcock  and  Red.  Mr.  Herbert  Watts  may  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  some  very  good  and  patient  fishing,  having 
last  week  (during  which  time  the  fish  were  more  sulky 
than  since  the  lake  was  opened)  taken  fifty-four  trout 
weighing  551b.  14oz.,  and  on  his  last  day  had  before  “even¬ 
ing  rise  ”  six  hours  without  a  fish.  Wednesday.— Six  rods, 
forty  trout,  391b.  13oz.  Best  baskets  :  Mr.  H.  Watts,  twelve, 
111b.  lioz. ;  Mr.  Webb,  eight,  81b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Jebb,  eight, 
71b.  lOoz.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Watts,  21b. ;  Mr.  Webb  and 
Mr.  Bateman,  two,  lflb.  each.  Thursday.— Six  rods,  nine¬ 
teen  trout,  191b.  lOoz.  Best  fish  taken  by  James  Roberts 
while  fishing  for  the  hotel  table.  This  trout  weighed  31b. , 
and  measured  20in.  long  and  lOin.  in  girth.  It  was  caught 
with  Black  and  Mallard,  and  took  twenty  minutes  to  kill. 
This  is  the  heaviest  fish  taken  since  the  lake  was  formed. 
Friday.— Five  rods,  nine  trout,  91b.  2oz.  Best  basket :  Mr, 
Watts,  four,  51b.  Heaviest,  Mr.  Watts,  a  very  handsome 
fish  weighing  21b.  6oz.,  and  17in.  in  length.  Saturday.— Six 
rods,  twenty -two  trout,  231b.  loz.  Heaviest  basket  and  best 
fish,  thirteen,  14Jlb.,  by  Mr.  Watts.  Monday.— Six  rods, 
forty  trout,  401b.  loz.  Best  baskets :  Dr.  Dickinson,  thirteen, 
141b.;  Mr.  Jones  Bateman,  ten,  81b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Mill,  six, 
51b.  13oz.  Heaviest  fish.  Dr.  Dickinson,  lib.  13oz. ;  Mr.  A. 
Thomson  and  Mr.  R.  Fowler,  lib.  6oz.  each.  Tuesday.— 
Seven  rods,  thirty-three  trout,  351b.  5oz.  Best  baskets  :  Mr. 
T.  A.  Woolley  a  fine  basket  of  fourteen,  111b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  B. 
Lloyd  six,  71b.  3oz.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  J.  B.  Lloyd,  2£lb. ; 
Mr.  Ward,  lilb. ;  Mr.  Woolley,  lib.  7oz.— Long  Drift. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is  now 
in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  thanks  to  the  heavy  rain  of 
last  week,  but  the  green  fly  is  still  so  thick  on  the  water 
that  trout  fishing  is  very  much  in  abeyance,  and  regret  to 
say  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  another  week  or  two.— H. 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen's).—  A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E. 


Usk  (Abergavenny).— During  the  past  week  we  have 
had  some  very  welcome  rain.  The  river  being  bank  high 
for  several  days,  has  given  the  kelts  the  chance  to  go  back 
to  the  sea,  and  the  salmon  the  opportunity  to  come  from 
it.  The  association  water  is  fairly  stocked  with  them. 
Although  the  river  is  now  in  beautiful  condition  for  tho 
fly  the  salmon  do  not  appear  to  be  quite  ready  to  bo 
tempted  with  it  at  present.  Some  very  fine  trout  have 
been  taken  by  J.  and  II.  Clare,  in  the  Yspritty  water, 
eight  of  them  weighing  6Alb.  Messrs.  Carter,  and  Davis, 
have  also  taken  some  in  the  association  water.— J.  Clare. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  Monday  week  as  reported 
in  last  issue  one  salmon  was  landed  on  the  Gledfield  water  ; 
and  on  Tuesday  two  salmon  on  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel 
water.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Richard  T.  Coupland,  Cress- 
well-gardens,  Kensington,  fished  the  Hotel  waters  and 
caught  two  fish  weighing  9ilb.  and  101b.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  John  Cameron,  Fearn  Lodge,  landed  a  101b.  salmon  on 
Mr.  Tarn’s  rod;  and  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  on  the  Inver¬ 
charron  waters, Jcaught  a  thirteen-pounder  [on  Mr.  Little¬ 
john’s  rod.  On  Friday  Mr.  Crewdson’s  party,  Braelang- 
well  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  ;  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland  on 
the  Hotel  water,  a  beautiful  fish  weighing  13ilb.,  and  Mr. 
Coupland,  two,  13Jlb.  and  101b.  On  Saturday  the  Braelang- 
woll  Lodge  party  fished  both  Braelangwell  and  Gunards 
waters  and  got  five  salmon  in  all,  throe  of  which  were 
landed  by  Miss  Crewdson ;  and  Mr.  JohnjMackenzie  on  Mr. 
Little'  ohn’s  rod  got  an  81b.  salmon  on  the  Invercharron 
waters.  On  Monday  this  week  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Cameron,  Fearn  Lodge,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod  landed  two 
salmon  which  averaged  about  101b. ;  Mr.  John  Mackenzie, 
Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod  caught  one  which 
weighed  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Coupland,  London,  on  the  Hotel 
water,  a  salmon  of  91b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coupland  left  for 
London  on  Tuesday,  after  having  enioyed  splendid  sport. 
During  their  stay  they  landed  thirty-four  salmon,  which 
averaged  about  101b.  each.  Master  Henry  Yfiung,  London, 
made  a  basket  of  half-a-dozen  trout  on  Kincardine  Burn  on 
Monday.—  MoB. 

Dee  lAberdeenshire).— The  spring  season  may  now  be 
considered  over,  and  as  far  as  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee 
are  concerned  it  may  be  put  down  as  one  of  the  best  on 
record.  Good  scores  are  still  being  run  up,  and  a  capital 
summer  fishing  is  in  store  on  these  reaches.  A  great  im¬ 
provement  has  also  taken  place  in  the  middle  sections,  but 
the  hard  cold  weather  and  the  biggish  water  has  prevented 
the  pools  being  fished  to  the  best  advantage.  On  the  Bal¬ 
moral  waters,  a  good  few  fish  were  landed  by  the  royal 
keepers.  On  the  Invercauld  private  water,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wilkinson,  Sunnyside  Lodge,  had  fair  sport ;  while  Mr.  J. 
G.  Ross,  of  Kingussie,  landed  three  of  71b.,  7Hb.  and  91b., 
one  of  81b.,  and  three  of  71b.,  91b.  and  101b.,  on  McGregor’s 
Braemar  water ;  Captain  Johnson  had  one,  91b.,  on  Satur- 
day  last,  from  McNab’s  water.  On  the  Ballater  section, 
Mr.  R.  Lundie,  keeper,  had  a  beauty  of  241b.,  from  the 
Birkhall  water  on  Friday.  On  the  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel 
water.  Mr.  A.  L.  Bristowe  landed  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.,  one 
of  91b.,  one  of  181b.,  and  two,  of  121b.  and  1211b.,  during  the 
past  week ;  while  Mr.  Griffiths  had  one,  of  8'lb.,  and  two,  of 
71b.  and  81b. ;  Sir  G.  Chetwode,  five,  scaling  from  71b.  to 
121b.,  two,  of  91b.  and  101b.,  three,  of  71b.,  81b„  and  8ilb. ; 
Mr.  Peel,  one,  of  81b.,  and  two,  of  81b.  and  131b. ;  and  “Mr. 
Wm.  Copland,  three,  of  81b.,  91b.  and  1(>1  lb.,  on  Friday  last. 
On  the  Cambus  O’May  water,  Mr.  Callander  had  one,  of 
81b. ;  and  Mrs.  Callander,  one,  of  71b.,  on  Friday.  On  the 
Monaltrie  water,  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Haven  landed  two,  of  81b. 
and  91b. ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Nelson,  one,  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Black, 
one,  of  81b.  On  the  Glentana  water,  Sir  Wm.  Brooks,  Bart., 
M.P.,  and  friends  are  daily  enjoying  splendid  sport,  which 
has  been  much  enhanced  by  the  big  waters  during  the  past 
week.  On  the  Aboyne,  Kincardine  O’Neil,  Banchory  and 
lower  sections,  a  few  fresh  fish  are  being  got  daily.  On 
the  Lower  Dess  waters,  Mr.  F.  Pickop  had  one,  of  151b., 
and  two  of  101b.  and  71b. ;  while  Harper,  keeper,  had  two, 
of  71b,  each,  on  Monday.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr. 
Farnell  Watson  landed  three,  on  Monday,  and  one  on 
Friday  last  week.  On  the  Blackhall  water,  Mr.  F.  T.  Hay, 
landed  eight  fish  during  the  week-  five  on  Monday  two’ 
on  Wednesday  and  one,  on  Friday— all  ranging  from  81b. 
to  101b.  each.  On  the  In  very  water,  Mr.  Leslie  landed  one, 
of  101b. ;  while  Mr.  George  Brebner  had  two,  on  the  Lower 
Crathes  water.  Good  trouting  is  now  being  had  daily, 
although  as  far  as  the  main  stream  is  concerned,  some 
weeks’  feeding  on  the  fly  is  still  needed  to  put  them  into 
prime  condition.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— In  the  end  of  last  week  rain 
fell  heavily  in  this  district,  which  had  the  desired  effect  of 
greatly  moderating  the  somewhat  frosty  temperament 
which  has  characterised  the  spring.  The  water  in  the 
river  rose  to  a  fair  size,  and  although  the  colour  was 
rather  dark,  it  resumed  its  natural  brightness  by  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  week.  In  the  middle  of  last  week  the 
drought  was  beginning  to  tell  on  the  fishing,  and  the  water 
was  getting  so  low  that  the  fishermen  were  engaged  re¬ 
building  the  dykes,  which  were  swept  down  by  the  heavy 
spates  and  ice  in  the  winter.  A  good  few  fish  have  got 
over  the  cruives,  and  there  are  more  in  the  upper  pools 
than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Since  the  spate  most 
of  the  salmon  landed  by  the  nets  were  newly  run,  having 
sea  lice  on  them.  An  occasional  kelt  is  to  be  met  with. 
The  yield  for  the  past  week  by  the  net  fishermen  is  rather 
better  than  that  of  last  week.  Grilse  are  coming  on  well, 
and,  like  the  salmon,  are  of  capital  quality.  Trout  fishing 
is  well  to  the  front.  Heavy  baskets  on  most  of  the  sections 
are  being  got  daily.— H.  W. 

Forsinard  Hotel.— On  Saturday  Mr.  Lee,  Hampstead, 
fished  the  Halladale  river  and  had  a  salmon  of  8ilb.  On 
Monday  he  fished  Loch  Baden  and  had  nineteen  trout, 
weighing  91b. ;  and  on  Tuesday  he  fished  Loch  Leir  and 
had  nine  trout.  The  trout  were  in  very  forward  condition 
and  gave  good  play.  A  good  season  is  anticipated  at  this 
favourite  angling  resort. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Invergarry,  N.B.).— The  fish¬ 
ing  during  the  month  of  April  has  been  rather  indifferent, 
the  average  being  about  one  per  diem.  The  river  was 
gradually  lowering,  till  at  last  it  was  almost  entirely  use¬ 
less.  Dry  east  wind  prevailed  all  through  the  month.  The 
record,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  was  as  follows  :— April  2,  one 
small  fish  off  the  river  ;  3rd,  three  on  the  loch  ;  6th,  two  on 
the  loch,  191b.  and  20lb. ;  7th,  two  off  the  loch,  151b.  and 
191b. ;  8th,  three  on  the  loch,  101b.,  101b.,  and  171b. ;  14th, 
three  on  the  loch  ;  15th,  one  of  101b.  on  the  loch ;  16th,  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  151b. ;  18tli,  two  fish ;  20th,  one  of  181b. 
Fishing  on  the  river  on  the  21st  they  had  one  fish  ;  on  the 
same  water,  on  the  22nd,  one  fish ;  and  on  the  23rd  two  were 
landed.  They  had  six  fish  last  week.  Mr.  Wilson  has  left 
for  the  south.  The  river  is  now  gradually  rising,  but  so 
long  as  the  wind  is  from  the  east  the  catch  will  not  likely 
be  flourishing.  The  season’s  record,  as  far  as  it  has  gone, 
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exceeds  last  year,  but  is  not  as  good  as  was  expected.— 
Hison. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Since  my  last  report  salmon 
angling  has  kept  wonderfully  up.  Notwithstanding  the  low 
state  of  the  river,  and  its  consequent  clearness,  on  most 
days  anglers  got  some  salmon,  but  it  favoured  them  con¬ 
siderably  that  during  the  week  rain  had  fallen,  although 
not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  cause  any  difference  in  the 
river,  yet  it  darkened  the  water.  Fish  as  stated  before 
are  on  the  river  in  great  numbers,  but  strange  to  say  be¬ 
yond  Kildonan,  that  is  on  the  unper  beats  only,  one  or  two 
clean  fish  have  been  got.  Kelts,  too,  are  still  pretty 
numerous,  and  are  almost  daily  caught.  It  is  seldom 
kclts  cling  so  long  to  the  fresh  water  as  they  have  done 
this  season,  and  the  only  thing  to  clear  t  hem  out  now  is  a 
good  spate.  The  netsmen  began  operations  on  the  first 
day,  and  on  that  day  they  got  twenty  salmon  on  the  pools 
on  the  river  they  arc  [permitted  to  fish.  On  the  'following 
day  they,  however,  got  nothing.  Salmon  appear  to  be 
very  numerous  in  the  sea.  shoals  of  them  being  daily 
seen  close  to  land,  but  not  close  enough  for  the  netsmen  to 
entrap  them.  Trout  fishers  are  doing  better,  not  only  in 
quantity,  but  in  quality ;  they  are  rapidly  improving,  and 
in  some  cases  perfectly  clean  fish  have  been  caught  with 
fly.  The  record  of  the  week  so  far  as  I  can  now  gather  is 
much  less  than  some  weeks  ago.  On  Wednesday,  the  29th, 
No.  C  produced  three  fish;  No.  5,  two.  On 'No.  4  Mr. 
Campbell  had  four;  No.  3.  had  two;  No.  2,  one  ;  and  No.  1, 
two.  On  Thursday,  the  30th,  the  total  catch  for  the  six 
rods  was  eleven  salmon.  On  Friday,  May  1,  it  was  seven  ; 
and  on  Saturday,  the  2nd,  it  was  thirteen,  of  which  Mr. 
George  Ross,  Hotel,  got  four  on  No.  6.  On  Monday,  the  4th, 

I  heard  of  six  fish  being  got.  Tuesday,  the  5th,  was  a  very 
bright  day,  and  only  two  fish  got.  The  netsmen  got  a  few 
in  the  sea.— S.  C. 

Kilmelford.— Drs.  Percy,  Kidd,  and  McKerron,  London, 
have  been  fishing  on  the  waters  of  Cuilfail  Hotel,  during 
the  whole  of  last  week,  and  report  on  an  average  per  day 
baskets  of  from  three  to  four  dozen  of  fine  trout  in  good 
condition.  Weather  very  favourable. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland.  N.B.— Mr.  Balfour  Kinnear, 
Doune-terrace,  Edinburgh,  landed  a  51b.  trout  one  day 
lately,  and  another  day  made  a  basket  of  Gib.  beautiful 
trout.  Miss  Mary  Balfour-Kinnear  caught  a  fine  sea 
trout  weighing  21b.  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Brock.  Achinduich, 
House  was  out  on  Wednesday  and  landed  five  sea  trout, 
clean  run,  and  averaging  about  lib.  each.  On  Thursday 
Miss  MacHardy,  Princes-square,  Baywater,  and  Mr. 
Brock,  Achiduich,  caught  seven  fine  trout,  averaging 
close  upon  21b.  each.  The  net  fishings  are  now  getting  more 
productive.  During  the  past  week  the  hauls  on  Mr. 
Smith’s  Craggandubh  and  Invercharron  fishings  were 
heavier  than  during  any  week  since  the  opening  of  the 
season.  Mr.  Anderson’s  Riverruouth  and  South  Bonar 
fishing  stations  also  showed  great  improvement  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  week  ;  but  the  progress  on  Messrs. 
Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo  fishings  has  not  been  so 
marked.  Altogether  the  weight  of  salmon  consigned  to 
London  and  elsewhere  during  the  week  is  estimated  at 
llcwt.—  McB. 

Loch  Eck  (Argyleshire).— Mr.  J.  L.  Irwin  Moore,  May- 
fair.  London,  fishing  this  loch  on  Monday  last  from  the 
Loch  Eck  Hotel  (John  Stewart’s,  late  of  Loch  Lomond)  had 
splendid  sport,  killing  in  four  hours  a  fine  clean-run 
salmon,  weighing  1141b.  ;  grilse,  541b.,  and  four  sea  trout, 
weighing  respectively,  241b„  141b.,  lib.,  fib. ;  total  basket, 
carefully  weighed,  22flb.  This  loch  is  at  present  in  fine 
condition  for  early  fishing,  and  is  full  of  salmon,  sea  trout, 
and  loch  trout. 

Loch  Garry  (Tomdoun  Hotel).— Mr.  Moore,  fishing 
during  the  past  fortnight,  has  been  fortunate  in  landing 
some  nice  baskets  of  trout,  and  also  landed  a  small  Salmo 
ferox.  The  water  has  been  rather  low,  but  is  gradually 
rising,  and  there  is  good  prospects  of  having  the  usual 
heavy  baskets  that  the  water  is  famous  for.— Hison. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— As  the  weather  during  most 
of  the  week  has  been  moist,  some  good  sport  has  been  got. 
The  Breadalbane  Club  from  Edinburgh,  with  six  rods, 
landed  thirty-eight  trout,  241b.  ;  first  prize,  Mr.  MacDiar- 
mid,  twelve.  61b.  loz.  Nine  rods  in  the  Uddingston 
Waltonian  Club  had  an  average  of  31b. ;  heaviest  basket, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Hill,  eight,  61b.  5oz.  The  Western  Club  from 
Glasgow  was  represented  by  thirteen  competitors,  who 
captured  eighty -two,  521b.  4oz  ;  first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Young, 
twelve,  81b.  15oz.  Eighteen  rods  were  also  out  in  the 
Waverley  Club  from  Edinburgh,  and  secured  eighty-one, 
571b.  3Aoz. ;  first  prize,  Mr.  Hislop,  seven  trout,  81b.  2oz.  A 
large  number  of  private  parties  were  also  out  during  the 
week,  the  combined  captures  of  thirty-boats  being  three 
hundred  and  sixty  trout,  weighing  2701b.,  or  an  average  of 
twelve  trout  per  boat.  The  following  are  some  of  the  best 
baskets,  which  were  mostly  got  with  fly Mr.  Nisbet, 
London,  twelve,  101b. ;  Mr.  A.  and  C.  Finch,  Pifar  Dollar, 
nineteen,  181b. ;  Captain  Harding,  Stirling,  eighteen,  111b.  ; 
Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty-five,  141b. ;  Mr.  Steel 
and  Mr.  Hannay,  Glasgow,  eighteen,  121b.;  Mr.  Gordon  and 
Mr.  Knox,  Glasgow,  sixteen,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Pickon.  Glassel, 
Aberdeen,  sixteen,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Harvey.  Glasgow, 
twelve.  111b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry,  Lenzie,  twenty-one, 
181b.  A  large  pike  of  141b.  was  captured  by  Mr.  Hutchison 
on  Saturday.— It.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (West  End  ot),  Killin.— On  the  Killin  Hotel 
water :— April  30,  Dr.  Leal,  one  salmon,  201b.  May  2,  Dr. 
Leal,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  241b.  April  29,  Mr.  Woodall,  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  181b.  ;  30th.  Mr.  Woodall,  one,  151b  ; 
May  5,  Mr.  Woodall,  one,  201b.  May  2,  Mr.  Jinkins,  one 
salmon,  101b. ;  4th,  Mr.  Jinkins,  two,  171b.  and  181b. 
April  25,  Mr.  Graeme  Thomson,  one  salmon,  221b.— Alpine 
McAlpine. 

Naver  (Strathnaver,  N.B.)— The  river  has  not  been 
in  good  fishing  order  in  consequence  of  the  long  continua¬ 
tion  of  dry  weather.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  some  rain 
fell,  which  brought  some  improvement.  In  the  course  of 
the  week  four  salmon  were  landed  by  the  anglers  from 
Skelpick  Lodge ;  and  the  Syre  Lodge  anglers  had  other 
four  salmon,  three  of  which  fell  to  Mr.  Gill’s  rod.  Sir  John 
Edwards-Moss,  Borgie  House,  also  landed  several  fish.  It 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  a  wire  received 
here  last  week,  intimating  the  death,  in  London,  of  Mr. 
George  Marshall— a  sportsman  who  was  well-known  and 
exceedingly  popular  in  Strathnaver— caused  universal 
regret  amongst  all  classes,  and  much  sympathy  is  felt  for 
his  young  widow  and  daughter.  The  deceased  gentleman 
wasakeen  and  most  expert  salmon  angler.— McB. 

Oich  (Mr  Angelo’s  Water)  and  Lochness  (Fort 
Augustus,  N.B.)— Rev.  A.  Burney,  of  Southsea,  who 
enjoyed  the  bracing  air  and  excellent  fishing  on  Lochness 
last  summer,  has  this  season  again  come  to  stay  in  the  Post 
Office  Buildings.  Fishing  in  the  river  Oich  on  Friday 
May  1,  he  secured  a  well-shaped,  clean-run  salmon  of  171b  • 
on  the  following  day  he  landed  a  nice  small  salmon  of  91b.’ 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Burney  had  several  nice  baskets  pf  large 


black  trout  on  Lochness  last  week.  If  the  wind  change  to 
the  west  there  arc  prospects  of  them  having  good  sport 
during  their  stay.  -Hison. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — First  rate  sport  still  continues. 
On  Monday  week,  Mrs.  Farrcr,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
caught  two  salmon,  and  Messrs.  Evans  and  Lake,  one 
salmon  each.  On  Tuesday  the  lower  beats  were  fished  by 
Mr.  Lake,  who  caught  a  salmon  weighing  81b.  on  Black- 
stone  Pool ;  and  by  Mr.  Evans,  who  landed  a  ten-pounder 
on  Fir  Dam,  and  one  of  91b.  on  Cruives  Pool.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  Mr.  Lake  landed  an  eight-pounder  on  Home  Pool ; 
Mr.  Farrcr,  an  81b.  fish  on  Bridge  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Evans, 
two  salmon,  an  eloven-pounder  on  Turn  Pool,  and  one  of 
91b.  on  Macpherson  Pool.  During  the  month  of  April  the 
above  anglers  landed  sixty -eight  salmon  with  an  aggregate 
weight  of  8761b.,  or  an  average  of  close  op  131b.  Thursday 
and  Friday  were  blank  ;  but  on  Saturday,  Colonel  Sir 
John  Ferguson  Davie  landed  one  salmon  of  131b.  on  Clarag, 
and  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  respectively  on  Smith’s  Pool.  On 
Monday  this  week,  Colonel  Sir  J.  F.  Davie  landed  a  capital 
fish  of  221b  on  Clarag,  and  a  nine-pounder  on  Cromarty 
Pool.  Rev.  Chichester  caught  a  141b.  salmon  on  Bridge 
Pool,  and  one  of  121b.  on  Little  Falls.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  is  now  a  better  prospect  of 
sport  in  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers.  Rain  fell  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  on  Friday,  and  on  the  following  morning  most  of  the 
rivers  were  in  part  flood.  Saturday  appeared  favourable, 
but  the  rising  waters  put  the  fish  on  the  run,  and  little  or 
nothing  was  done.  I  hear  of  some  nice  sport  being  had  on 
odd  days  in  the  Esk,  and  should  the  weather  prove  favour¬ 
able  the  angling  on  this  Border  river  is  likely  to  be  much 
improved.  It  is  reported  that  a  few  salmon  and  sea  trout 
have  been  landed  on  the  best  stretches.  In  none  of  the 
Border  streams,  however,  have  the  sea  trout  been  showing 
in  number  as  yet.  In  a  fortnight  or  so  there  should  be  a 
better  show  of  these  fish  in  the  pools.  In  the  Annan  the 
first  sea  trout  caught  with  the  rod  was  landed  on  Wednes¬ 
day  by  Mr.  James  Pollock,  draper,  Annan.  It  was  a  very 
fine  little  fish,  of  lib.  12oz.  The  trout  took  a  small-sized 
sea  trout  fly  while  Mr.  Pollock  was  fishing  over  the  Fish- 
House  Pool.  In  Jardine  Hall  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
McGiverin,  post-master,  Annan,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coleby, 
The  Parsonage,  killed  some  one  and  a-half  dozen  yellow 
trout  each,  besides  a  few  grayling.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy 
is  reported  as  having  killed  a  few  yellow  trout  in  the 
Warmanbie  section.  Mr.  John  Laurie,  Town  Hall,  Mr. 
James  Thomson,  Port-street,  have  both  had  a  few  yellow 
trout  daily  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  well-known  angler, 
Mr.  Wm.  Park,  killed  a  very  fine  yellow  trout  of  241b.  in 
Craigdale  stream  above  Northfield  House  on  Wednesday 
night.  In  the  Nith,  near  Thornhill,  some  fair  yellow  trout 
have  been  killed  Of  late,  chiefly  on  the  Duke’s  water. 
Other  Border  streams  are  affording  little  sport,  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  is  considered  about  the  worst  season  of  the  year. 
In  the  Solway  the  sea  trout  are  beginning  to  show  up  in 
the  nets,  and  we  are  now  likely  to  get  some  into  our  rivers 
shortly.— Heatherbell. 

St  Mary’s  Loch.— With  the  change  in  the  weather  and 
the  fall  of  rain  this  loch  has  very  much  improved  of  late. 
Trout  are  rising  more  freely  to  the  fly  and  getting  into 
better  condition.  Mr.  A.  Laidlaw  on  Friday  killed  eight 
yellow  trout  while  fishing  with  the  minnow;  Mr.  Wm. 
Dalgliesh  on  the  previous  day  had  a  trout  of  ljlb.  on  the 
Loch  O’  the  Lowes  ;  and  an  Edinburgh  angler  one  of  31b.— 
Heatherbell. 

Strathpeffer.— On  the  Spa  Hotel  water,  visitors  have 
been  having  good  sport  this  past  week.  On  the  30th  ult.. 
Mr.  Whyte  had  an  181b.  salmon  in  the  Globe  Pool  stream, 
on  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Maclennan  had  a  201b.  salmon  on  the 
same  pool.  On  the  4th,  on  the  Cuts  Pool,  Mr.  Cameron 
had  a  91b.  salmon,  and  on  the  5th,  Mr.  Whyte  had  a  salmon 
of  81b.  on  the  same  pool.  The  river  is  in  first-rate  order, 
and  good  fishing  may  be  expected.— W.  Wallace. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  recent  rains  have  brought  the  river 
into  capital  ply,  and  on  suitable  days  good  takes  of  trout 
are  being  got.  Salmon  are  still  very  numerous,  and  not  a 
few  are  being  got  with  the  rod.  On  Wednesday  last,  Mr. 
H.  Tomlinson,  Burton-on-Trent,  had  a  fish  of  221b.  on  the 
Murthly  water ;  on  the  Stobhall  water,  Mr.  Pople  had  an 
excellent  day,  killing  six  fish,  the  total  weight  of  which 
was  1071b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Anderson  had  eleven  trout, 
91b. ;  Mr.  McNicol,  twenty-four ;  Mr.  McKinlay,  twenty- 
one  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  nine.  On  Tuesday,  on  the  Grand- 
tully  water,  Mr.  H.  Kelsall  killed  two  fish,  171b.  and 
181b.  On  Wednesday  on  the  Tummel,  Sir  G.  Stephen  and 
Mr.  Stevenson  had  two  fish,  weighing  161b.  On  Thursday, 
Sir  G.  Stephen  had  one  of  171b.,  and  one  of  161b.  on  Satur¬ 
day.  On  Monday,  Sir  G.  Stephen  and  Mr.  Stevenson  had 
two,  181b.  and  111b.  On  the  lower  reaches,  Mr.  Gibson  had 
one  of  211b.  on  Tuesday.  On  Monday  on  the  Bruan, 
Messrs.  Coutts  and  Wilson,  Marknich,  had  four  dozen 
trout.— Alder. 

Tweed,  &c.— Anglers  in  general  have  only  had  a  poor 
time  of  it  during  the  past  week,  operations  during  the  day¬ 
time  resulting  in  medium  takes  only.  Those  Waltonians, 
however,  who  can  rise  betimes,  have  had  a  few  very  nice 
baskets,  but  these  are  only  got  by  those  who  know  the 
water  well,  and  who  also  have  the  knowledge  of  what  to 
use  as  a  lure  at  this  season.  Since  last  report  we  have  been 
favoured  with  a  good  downfall  of  rain,  which  came  as  a 
boon  to  the  disciple  of  Old  Izaak,  and  which  in  a  measure 
has  been  the  means  of  making  angling  such  as  it  has  been 
during  the  past  week.  On  Friday,  the  rivers  rose  about 
half  a  foot,  the  Teviot  being  in  heaviest  flood,  and  was 
much  discoloured.  They  are  again,  however,  down  to  their 
old  level,  and  although  many  anglers  are  out  the  results 
are  very  variable.  As  for  salmon  angling  it  is  practically 
nil,  only  one  fish  having  been  recorded  as  killed  since  last 
report.  Trout  angling  is  now  going  on  till  dusk,  just 
before  which  a  “rise”  comes  on  if  the  weather  is  favour¬ 
able.  On  Monday,  at  Bingham,  Sir  William  Worsley, 
Bt..  had  191b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  J.  McK.  Walker,  611b.  on  the 
Tweed,  at  Kelso  Bridge,  and  Mr.  G.  Lees,  junior,  Kelso, 
at  the  same  place,  441b. ;  Mr.  B.  Brown,  91b. ;  Mr.  A.  Kerr, 
about  41b. ;  Mr.  G.  Bond,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  senior, 
151b.  (including  one  trout  of  341b.  On  Tuesday,  the  latter 
had  61b.  of  grand  trout ;  Mr.  D.  Brown,  151b. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Oliver,  junior,  81b.  On  the  Level,  Mr.  A.  Affleck  had 
641b. ;  tyl  r.  Aitken,  341b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  741b.  On 
the  Kale,  very  high  up,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  T."  Ovens, 
Morebattle,  had  61b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Cairns,  Morebattle,  161b. 
On  the  Merton  Water  the  Hon.  George  Scott  had  one 
salmon  of  111b.,  and  at  Berwick,  on  Saturday,  a  very  fine 
salmon  of  281b.  was  got  at  one  of  the  netting  stations. 
The  produce  at  these  fishings  is  a  little  better  than  last 
week,  but  still  far  short  of  the  average.  The  weather  at 
present  is  pretty  genial,  with  the  wind  varying  very 
much  from  south  to  east,  and  from  east  to  south-west, 
with  the  barometer  tending  upwards.  For  successful 
fishing,  however,  we  must  have  another  good  flood,  so  as  to 
allow  of  a  regular  ascent  of  fish  from  the  sea  coast  to  the 
upper  and  middle  reaches  of  the  rivers,  as  well  as  to 


freshen  up  the  streams  themselves,  and  also  cleaning  the 
bods  once  more.— Maxwheel.  , 

Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottage).-The  baskets  are  much 
as  usual  this  week.  The  weather  is  certainty  much  im¬ 
proved.  On  the  2nd  and  3rd  inst.  we  had  rain,  but  not 
sufficient  to  make  any  marked  difference  on  the  river.  Iho 
water  is  clear  and  bright.  The  creeper  is  appearing,  and 
should  the  weather  get  warm,  the  May-fly  will  soon  be  on. 
Messrs.  Sparkes  and  Brewis,  of  Sunderland,  had  Kpod 
baskets  on  Thursday.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Brewis  had  4?lb. ; 
Mr.  Sparkes,  211b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  of  Carlisle,  541b.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  the  three  rods  had  161b.,  some  very  beautiful  trout 
being  amongst  them.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Wood  had.  thirty 
trout.  On  Tuesday,  the  Rev.  F.  Payne  Galloway,  of  1  lursk, 
had  twenty-one  trout;  Master  Bertie  Galloway,  six  trout; 
Mr.  Wood,  thirty-nine,  four  of  them  very  good  ones,  the 
trout  have  greatly  improved  these  last  few  warm  days. — 
It.  F.  Fenton. 

Ythan  (Tidal,  Newburgli,  Aberdeen).— Udney  Arms 
Hotel.  This  fine  stretch  of  water  continues  to  fish  well, 
mo-t  satisfactory  sport  being  got  daily  with  finnock  and 
sea  trout ;  the  latter  are  plentiful  and  getting  into  fine  con¬ 
dition.  The  Devonshire  and  tube  are  the  favourable  lures 
from  boat,  while  the  fly  and  tube  render  good  service  from 
the  bank.  Baskets  weighing  from  101b.  and  131b.  are  the 
common  run.  Among  others  who  have  been  fishing  from 
the  ho'. el  may  be  mentioned  M<s-srs.  W.  D.  and  J.  M. 
Duncan,  W.  C.  H.  Jopp,  A.  J.  K.  Thain,  and  R.  Meff, 
Aberdeen  ;  the  Rev.  C.  II.  McLeod,  &c.— G.  M. 

Irish  Eeports. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).— The  heavy  rains  of 
last  week  put  this  river  in  good  colour  and  volume.  From 
Friday  to  Monday  the  fresh  was  in  the  river  and  a  good 
many  anglers  were  out.  On  ths  Cloggan  reaches  during 
the  fresh,  Mr.  George  Steenson,  Mr.  James  Boyd,  Mr.  W. 
Malone,  Mr.  M.  Gibson,  and  Mr.  James  Browne  had 
baskets  daily,  averaging  a  dozen  trout  each.  On  Saturday 
the  Ardtrea  reaches  were  in  nice  trim,  but  as  the  weather 
was  dirty  at  intervals,  only  a  few  enthusiasts  were  out  till 
the  weather  cleared  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Robert  Campbell 
had  six  trout;  Mr.  William  McLeod  had  five;  and  Mr. 
William  Crawford  had  nine  trout,  all  caught  on  a  bait.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Charles  R.  Stevenson,  in  the  same  reaches 
had  eight  nice  trout,  taken  on  March  Brown  and  Hawthorn 
flies.  Mr.  William  Crawford  had  five  trout,  on  the  Bough 
reaches.  A  few  brace  were  taken  by  Mr.  Ned  Mayne, 
Sergeant  Armstrong,  Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  Mr.  John 
Maneely  and  Mr.  John  Norris.— East  Tyrone. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.— The  weather 
continued  fine  all  through  the  past  week,  and  first-class 
sport  was  obtained,  particularly  on  Melvin,  where  Major 
Wilson,  on  Monday,  had  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Dr.  Ivilroy,  one 
salmon,  91b. ;  General  Dickens,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  101b.; 
Mr.  T.  Atkinson,  one  salmon,  841b. ;  Mr.  E.  Graham,  one 
salmon,  111b.  Major  Wilson,  on  Tuesday,  one  salmon, 
1041b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Brown,  one  salmon,  101b.  Mr.  E.  Graham, 
on  Wednesday,  two  salmon,  941b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  D.  Brown, 
one  salmon,  91b.  Dr.  Ivilroy,  on  Thursday,  two  salmon, 
111b.  and  941b.  Major  Wilson,  on  Friday,  one  salmon,  941b.; 
Mr.  E.  Barron,  one  trout  (Salmo  ferox),  131b.  Mr.  G. 
Brierley,  on  Saturday,  two  salmon,  101b.  and  841b.  The 
trout  are  also  rising  freely,  and  capital  baskets  are  being 
taken.  A  few  salmon  were  taken  on  the  Bundrowes 
during  the  week,  but  it  is  too  low  in  most  places,  and 
salmon  will  not  rest  there,  but  run  on  to  the  lough.  Rain 
is  now  falling.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  and  ljakes  (Ballina).— The  weather  here  is 
squally,  with  heavy  showers  of  rain,  and  with  a  rising 
water  a  good  number  of  fish  are  running  in  the  river,  and 
do  not  take  much  notice  of  fly  or  bait.  A  few  grilse  have 
made  their  appearance,  the  first  of  the  season,  and  more 
are  sure  to  follow  soon  with  this  fresh  push  of  water  in  the 
river.  The  few  anglers  that  are  out  this  week  did  not  try 
for  more  than  a  day  or  two,  and  only  ten  fish  that  I  have 
heard  of  were  captured.  Mr.  H.  Scroop  had  two  fish,  151b., 
101b. ;  Mr.  Poche,  one  fish,  1141b.  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Pery,  one  fish, 
141b. ;  your  correspondent  (one  day),  two  fish,  1241b.,  141b.; 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  two  fish,  131b.,  1141b.;  Mr.  Rutherford,  two 
fish,  101b.,  1241b.  Trout  fishers  were  not  so  successful  as 
they  would  have  been  if  the  weather  was  more  genial. 
Still  some  nice  baskets  of  fish  were  brought  in  amongst 
them.  A  few  pretty  well-conditioned  trout  of  a  couple  of 
pounds  and  over.  As  soon  as  the  weather  turns  sport  is 
bound  to  improve  on  river  and  lakes.— Frank  Hearns, 
Ballina,  Co.  Mayo. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).- Lovely  May 

weather,  a  gorgeous  fishing  day  on  the  beautiful  river,  the 
salmon  and  trout  rising  like  mad  all  along  the  line,  from 
the  Bialls  overhead  the  weir  wall,  down  below  the  bridge, 
down  to  the  Mill  Pool,  along  the  meadows,  Leegeen,  the 
Isle  Rue,  the  Castle,  Filanes,  Bon-an-Voy  and  Cussane.  To 
many  and  many  an  English  sportsman,  young  and  old,  will 
the  mention  of  each  and  every  one  of  the  foregoing  beats  re¬ 
call  delightful  days  spent  amongst  the  big  salmon,  grilse 
and  brown  trout  here  at  Killaloe.  Well,  I  think  their 
mouths  will  water  when  I  tell  of  some  of  the  captures  of 
salmon  during  the  past  week.  Take  all  Ireland,  England, 
Scotland  and  Wales,  and  the  glorious  fish  killed  in  the 
Shannon— the  “  river  of  mighty  billows ’’—both  at  Killaloe 
and  Castle  Connell  this  week,  and  what  can  compare  with 
them  ?  The  grand  prize  of  the  week  in  the  way  of  salmon 
has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  William 
Young.  Brockley  Park,  Stradbally,  Queers  County.  Fish¬ 
ing  to-day  (May  6)  in  the  Mill  Pool  with  his  wife,  in  a  boat, 
and  attended  by  Bill  Malone  and  John  Johnson,  Mr. 
Young’s  rod  got  a  “whack”  which  bent  the  top  down  to 
the  gunwale  of  the  boat.  Down  the  falls  rushed  the  fish, 
angler  and  attendants  in  hot  pursuit,  the  single  gut  resist¬ 
ing  the  terrible  strain,  past  the  meadows,  down  Leegeen 
wall,  where  the  word  was  “  halt.”  Hard  fighting  here  for 
fully  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Belly  up,  gaffed,  brought 
to  boat,  in  bottom  of  which  lay  the  second  biggest  salmon 
taken  in  these  parts  this  year.  A  splendid  exploit,  truly ! 
In  addition  to  this  fine  fish,  Mr.  Young  has  also  killed, 
during  the  week,  four  other  salmon,  weighing  181b.,  171b., 
1641b.  and  1041b.  The  other  captures  are  as  follows:— Gen. 
Gunter,  attended  by  John  and  William  Barry,  two  salmon, 
191b.  and  171b.;  F.  Johnson,  on  free  water,  one,  111b.;  Patsy 
Ryan  and  Mr.  Fogarty,  on  Major  Traherne’s  water,  30th 
ult.,  two,  151b.  and  131b.;  Gen.  Gunter,  one  lovely  fish,  231b. ; 
May  2,  Maud  Johnson,  on  free  water,  one,  181b. ;  Patsy 
Ryan,  two ;  W.  Fogarty,  three,  321b.,  181b.,  151b. ;  3rd,  John 
and  William  Barry,  on  Gen.  Gunter’s  water,  two,  331b.  and 
191b.,  the  thirty-three-pounder  was  a  handsome  fellow ; 
P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  one,  181b.;  Maud  Johnson' on  free 
water,  o  ie,  12'.b.;  4th,  John  Lyons  and  Richard  Johnson,  on 
free  water,  one,  191b.;  5tb,  John  and  William  Barry,  on  Gen. 
Gunter’s  water,  one,  161b.;  6th,  on  same  water,  two,  171b. 
and  141b.;  these -two  fish  make  fourteen  killled  by  these 
brothers  within  the  week.— S,  J,  Hurley, 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  1891. 

I  he  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  Kith  May,  from  London 
W1Y9rpool"str9et)  rla  ^eir  now  line  and  cathedral  cities 
of  Lly  and  Lincoln,  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Man¬ 
chester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  &c.,  also  to  the  principal  towns  in  the 
counties  of  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  Suil'olk,  &c.  A  special 
booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool  -  street 
Station  from  the  11th  to  the  16th  May  for  the  issue  of 
ordinary  tickets,  and  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday 
and  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  sea-side  and  the 
Broads  District  for  uso  on  forward  dates.  Tickets  may 
also  be  obtained  at  the  company's  west-end  booking  offices, 
61,  Regent-street,  and  215,  Edgwarc-road,  and  at  their  other 
City  and  west-end  offices.  Additional  relieving  trains  will 
be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Clacton,  Walton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Lynn,  &c.,  and  on  Saturday  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-streetatfourp.m.  for  Clacton  and  Walton, 
and  at  four  p.m.  and  8.3  p.m.  for  Yarmouth  and 


Lowestoft  via  Ipswich ;  also  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  on 
that  day,  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  11.45  p.m.  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge,  and  at 
night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth  arid  Lowestoft  via 


ONE  PF.NXY  SPECIMEN  I’D  EV3TIY  SATURDAY. 


12.15 


Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains  will  leavo  Liverpool- 
street  by  the  new  route  for  Southend-on-Sea,  also  for 
Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Cambridge  and  Ely ;  and  St. 
Pancras  for  Yarmouth,  Cambridge  and  Ely.  Excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to  Epping  Forest, 
Broxbourne  and  Rye  House. 

A  special  service  of  trains  will 


J  -  run  from  Liverpool- 

street  every  twelve  minutes  to  Chingford,  and  every  half- 
hour  to  Loughton,  and  at  frequent  intervals  to  Brox¬ 
bourne  and  Rye  House;  also  from  Fenchurch-street  every 
half-hour  to  Chingford  and  Loughton.  For  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  business  people  wishing  to  return  to  London 
early  on  Tuesday  morning,  a  special  fast  train  will  run 
from  Y  armouth,  Clacton,  &c.,  due  at  Liverpool-street  at 
9.1  a.m. 


Meauiifui  <W(ou)er4 

ffiroft  tabie  garden# 

need  mmm  gardening. 


A  Reader's  Stccfs  t. — "  Being  s,  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
tli  it  my  snec  es  is  eutirely  due  to  the  infonnat  on  you  give 
every  week  ’’ — \V.  B. 


Coloured  Pla'e  cf  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  119,  Aldersgate  street,  E.C. 


Gr  JLM  JE 


28,  Winchcomb  Street,  Cheltenham. 


Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description 

of  Fishing  Tackle. 


JAMES  OGDEN’S  MIJLTUM  in  PARVO  FLY  RODS,  £ 


i  is. 


HIS  CELEBRATED  TROUT  FJL.IES,  Etc. 

Can  only  be  obtained  in  Cheltenham  at  the  Old  Shop,  28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  where  all  m-aetiral 
work  is  done  by  the  same  experienced  hands  as  employed  for  so  many  years  past.  " 


N.B.-N0  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  PERSONS  ASSUMING  THE  SAME  NAME. 


The  IVANHOE, 


Yery  Old  Scotch  YsOiisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  BE  GOT 


To  be  had  from  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
in  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 


DIRECT  FROM  SOLE  PROPRIETORS — - 

D.  A.  BHIND  &  CO.,  LEITH. 


J.  BERNARD  aid  SON, 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIliLiALOE,  IRELAND. 


TVfOSTi 

o  n  A 


— ?  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon,  Grilse, 
and  Trout  Fishing,  in  free  and  preserved  waters, 
river  and  lake,  at  this  station  ;  also  as  to  accommoda 
tlon  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to  river 
Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and  Scotland 
on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Co.  Clare 
Ireland.— N.B.  The  Green  Drake  season  on  lake  com 
mences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big  trout 
are  about  in  thousands. 


5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly, 

Beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  Auglers  to  their  very  superior  stock  of 
laclde  of  every  description,  especially  their 

SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

for  casting-  and  killing'  power,  these  rods  will  compare  favourably 
with  any  in  the  market,  and  they  are 

WARRANTED. 


THE  FISHER’S  FLASK. 

Top  is  Hinged. 


JAMES  WRIGHT, 

SPROUSTON,  KELSO. 


Highest  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


SFECIAL  FLIES  FOR  DRY-FLY  FISHING 

Flies  for  North,  South,  and  West  Country  Streams. 

YERY  SUPERIOR  SALMON  AND  TROUT  CASTS. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


Fourth  Edition,  367  pages,  crown  8vo.,  cloth.  Now  Ready,  price  12/6.  post  free. 


WORM-FLY. 


“  I  had  made  the  loch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twenty- 
six,  every  one  cf  which  exceeded  41b.  The  largest 
trout  weighed  241b  ;  the  best  dozen,  181b.;  and  the 
whole  lot,  881b.  The  worm-fly,  Mr.  Donald  Watson's 
(Inverness)  great  killer,  accounted  for  all  but  a  few." 
—A  Dav  on  a  Moorland  Tarn  .lulling  Guzcttc,  March 
28th. 


TROUT:  HOW  TO  BREED  &  GROW  THEM. 

BY  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

ILLUSTRATED. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane. 


On  loops  or  strands  of  gut,- 2/6  per  doz. 


D.  WATSON, Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Invernes 


ROBERT  STRON  G, 


HENRY  ILD’S 

Celebrated  Pure  Silk  Plaited  &  Twisted 
Lines  at  reduced  prices- 

Plai 


Hvirciicai  iOsIftitq  Suckle  lit alter, 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 


ted  No.  1  Fine  Trout  or  Roach,  100  yds.  1/0 
2  Strong  Trout  .  2/- 


Barbid 
Pike 
Salmon 

Hiavy  Salmon 


2/10 
3/10 
4, 6 
5/6 


68,  HOUiiDSGATE,  NOTTINGHAM. 


INVENTOR  &  MAKER  of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  FLV, 
r  ^ DOG, which  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk, 
Kiddie,  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
slit,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forwarded 
y  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 

at  very  reasonable  prices. 


[Season  1889-90.] 

TROUT. 


OVA,  15s.,  FRY,  £1,  per  1000  YEAR¬ 
LINGS,  £2  per  100 


MATURE  COARSE  FISH, 


WILLIAM  HAYNES, 


Fishing  Tackle 
Manufacturer, 


CORK. 


including  Minnows,  Gudgeon,  Dace,  Roach, 
Oarp,  Tench,  Bream,  Perch,  Ac.,  from  Us.  per  100. 
To  prevent  disappointment  order  early. 

Price  Lists  free  from 

THOMAS  FORD,  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

N.B.— Book  on  Trout  Fishing,  One  Shilling. 


shoffid'givTme  f  trialUS  °f  °btaining  first-cIas3  Rods  a,ld  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 
,  Sole  Inventor  and  Patentee  ok  the 

‘Aveher”  Spinner  and  Blarney  F  rawn  Tackle, 

„  ,  ,  „  Both  a  Wonderful  Success. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  unrivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq.:— 

<a,v  t  x  .  ,  Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  19th,  1890. 

S  blged  Ilir  Tour  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 

chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  from  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 


Cannot  be  Lost 
in  the  Grass. 


NO  LEATHER. 


Flask  can  be  put 
in  the 

Water  to  Cool. 

Plated  (Jup  and  Cap— 17/6,  19/6,  22/- 
F  asks  from  1/-. 

S.  FISHER,  188,  STRAND. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which  will 
take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by  the  leading 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d., 
6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra)  of 
the  Maker-WM.  KING,  157,  COMMERCIAL 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


TROUT  FLIES. 

PRITT’S  AND  THEAKSTONE’S 


Small-sized  hackled  Flies  on  hair  or  gut, 

For  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  &c. 
3  dozen,  4/-;  1/6  per  dozen;  hair-  casts,  3  for  2/-; 
single  hair  pickets,  3/-. 


Francis’s  Loch  Flies  for  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
England,  2/-  per  dozen. 


Address— J.  Pickersgill,  12,  Bingley  St.,  Leeds. 


If  you  are  interested  in  Books 

send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “  The  Publishers’  Cir¬ 
cular  and  Booksellers’  Record,”  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Established  1S37. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books, 

also  out  of  print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  “The  Pub. 
lishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’  Record” 
(published  every  Friday,  price  ljd.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “  Books  Wanted,”  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Price  2a.  6d. ;  post  free,  2s.  9d. 

THE  ART  OR  ANGLING 

By  CHARLES  BOWLKER,  of  LUDLOW, 
ontaining  List  of  Flies,  Directions  for  Fly-Fishing 
Trolling,  Making  Artificial  Flies,  &c.,  with  a  List  of 
the  most  celebrated  Fishing  Stations  In  North  Wales 
and  coloured  Plate  of  Flies.  One  of  the  best  books 
extant  on  the  “Gentle  Art.”  G.  WOOLLEY,  Book. 
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LOOK  HERE!! 

For  12s.  6d.  I  will  forward  you  a  three  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  well-finished  Grcenlieart  Fly 
Rod,  in  hag,  11  feet  long,  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  inch  Bronzed  Reel,  with  revolving 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Pritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
G.  B.  RICHARDSON,  Gun  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maher 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


REUBEN 

HEATON 

161  to  165, 

Hospital  Street, 

BIRMINGHAM. 


PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  Wood  Reels 

Of  every  description.  Established  1857 . 

PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch  Reel,”  “Brake  Reel,”  “Ven¬ 
tilate  Spindleless  Reel,"  and  the  noted 
“  Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods.” 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  Assortment  of  Pish¬ 
ing  Reels  in  the  world. 

These  goods  can  he  obtained  from  all 
respectable  Fishing  Tackle  Makers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


FLY  FISHING. 

The  Largest  Stock  of  Flies  in  London. 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  °2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper*, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holtaorn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  MARK.  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock. 


& 


STRICKLAH  DGATE,  KENDAL, 


•9 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


Whole  Cane,  Greenheart,  and  other  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods. 

RODS  FORWARDED  ON  APPROVAL. 

Best  quality  Hackle  Flies  for  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  streams  1/3  per  doz. 
Winged  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen.  Mounted  Ely  Casts,  9/-  per  dozen. 
Enlarged  List  of  Rods,  Reels,  Flies,  and  general  Tackle,  post-free. 

NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a 
large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 
room  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price,  No.  1  size,  Is.  7d.;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 
WILLIAM  BIRKE T, 
LORD  STREET,  PRESTON. 
Wholesale  Agents: 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch. 


CLOSED. 


QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  HOAD,  BATTERSEA. 

« A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

For  Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  be  had  Free. 


G.  EDWARDS. 


Proprietor. 


TO  CLUB  SECRETARIES, 
FISHING  TACKLE 
MAKERS,  &c. 


WOODFORD  FAWCETT  &  Go 


m 


Printers  of  the  “  Fishing  Gazette.” 


Dorset  Works,  Salisbury  Sq.,  London,  E.C. 


Catalogues,  Price  Lists,  Club  Rules,  Order  Forms,  &c.,  printed 
in  the  Best  Style,  on  very  Moderate  Terms. 

Every  facility for  the  production  of  all  classes  of  Printing  &  Stationery. 


Books  for  Anglers 

ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD ,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 
THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW ,  MARSTON  CO.,  LIMITED ,  ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE , 

FETTER  LANE ,  LONDON. 


#»|ikr.>'>iili' . . . . ir'r'irw . . . . . . 

A  Book  on  Angling.  Being  a  complete  treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  ByFRANCIS 
FRANCIS,  late  Angling  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 
is  added  (1887)  a  memoir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  10  Plates,  Crown  8vo,  15s. 
List  of  Illustrations. — Frontispiece ,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie;  Plate  I.  Pike  Disgorgers, 
W  ood’s  Spinner,  etc.  (8  figs.)  ;  I.  The  Slider  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs.);  III.  Knots,  Hitches,  etc. 
(7  figs.);  IV.  Spinning  Flights,  Leads,  etc.  (8  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (9  figs.);  VI.  Live- 
bait  Tackles,  etc.  (12  figs):  VII.  Natural  Trout  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 
Spinning,  etc.  (8  figs.);  IX.  Imitations  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (0  coloured  figs.);  X.  Salmon-Flies  :  The 
Jock  Scott,  Butcher,  and  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XI.  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Fly  (3 
coloured  figs.);  XII.  The  Tartan,  Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  (figs.);  XIII.  The  Popham, 
Shannon,  and  Owenmore  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.);  XV.  Salmon- 
Fly  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs.). 

“  The  best  angling  book  ever  published.  "—Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

Vol.  I.  Salmon  and  Trout.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With  Contributions 
by  HENRY  R.  FRANCIS,  Major  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE,  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD, 
H.  S.  HALL,  and  THOMAS  ANDREWS.  With  Frontispiece,  8  Full-page  Illustrations  of 
Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  150  Illustrations 
of  Tackle,  &c.  Fifth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s.  6d. 

Vol.  II.  Pike  and  other  Coarse  Pish.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With 
Contributions  by  the  MARQUIS  OF  EXETER,  WILLIAM  SENIOR,  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIS,  H.  R.  FRANCIS,  and  R.  B.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece,  6  Full-page  Illustra¬ 
tions  of  Fishing  Subjects  by  C.  H.  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  126 
Illustrations  of  Tackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  10s.  6d 


The  Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  Illus. 
trated  by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fish  in  Gold,  Silver,  and  Colours.  First  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  15s. 


Modern  Improvements  in  Pishing  Tackle  and  Pish  Hooks.  By  H.  CHOLMON¬ 
DELEY-PENNELL.  With  Two  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  2s, 

Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Crown  8vo.  Price  6s. 

The  Sea-Fisherman.  By  J.  C.  WILCOCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and 
Line  Fishing  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  and  Remarks  on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
Illustrated  with  Woodcuts  of  Leads,  Baited  Hooks,  Knots,  Nets,  Boats,  &c.,  and  Detailed  Des¬ 
criptions  of  the  same. 


Ninth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  14s. 

Ronalds’  Ply-Pisher’s  Entomology.  With  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and 
Artificial  Insect,  and  a  Few  Observations  and  Instructions  on  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing.  By 
ALFRED  RONALDS.  With  20  Coloured  Plates. 

“  I  be  fly-fisher  who  does  not  possess  this  book  lacks  one  of  the  most  enchanting  works  ever  produced 
on  the  sunject.” — Fishing  Gazette. 


Near  and  Far:  an  Angler’s  Sketches  of  Home  Sport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 

WM.  SENIOR  (‘  Red  Spinner  ),  Angling  Editor  of  T he  Field,  Author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches,” 
&c.  New  and  cheaper  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  boards,  2s. 


Sketches.  By  “  Red  Spinner  ”  (WM.  SENIOR).  Imp.  32mo,  boards,  Is. 


?ishing  in  Theory  and  in  Practice.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD. 

edition.  Price  in  cloth  extra,  25s.  Fully  Illustrated  by  Woodcuts,  Chromo-Lithographs, 
-tree  Steel  Plates.  Prospectus  on  application. 


. . . . . . .  . . . 

Floating  Plies  an  d  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 
Illustrated  Directions,  and  containing  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Patterns,  together  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  15s 


North  Country  Trout  Plies.  By  T.  E.  PRITT.  With  Coloured  Plates  of  all  the  best  Flies 

Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 


The  American  Salmon  Fisherman.  By  HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated.  116  pages 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 

Ply  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle.  Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use.  By 
HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  6d. 


Recollections  of  Fly-Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling.  By  EDWARD 
HAMILTON,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  & c.  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Salmon  Problems.  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  6d. ;  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dovedale.  Being  an  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks’ Holiday 
in  July  and  August,  18S4.  Imp.  32mo,  fancy  boards,  Is. ;  limp  leather-cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is.  6d. 

Presh  Woods  and  Pastures  New.  By  the  Author  of  “  An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dove 
dale,”  “  Frank’s  Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  Svo,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

A  Quaint  Treatise  on  Flies  and  Fly  Making.  Edited  by  W.  H.  ALDAM.  4to,  cloth 
extra,  with  cardboard  panels,  in  which  are  placed  actual  specimens  of  the  flies,  and  the  materials 
from  which  they  are  made.  The  flies  will  kill  in  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world.  Also 
two  fine  Coloured  Plates.  Only  a  few  copies  left  ;  these  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam’s  Cabinet 
Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free. 

An  Angler’s  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated. 
Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

A  Book  of  the  Running  Brook:  and  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY  COLIN  CAMP¬ 
BELL.  12mo,  handsomely  bound  in  grey  linen,  lettered  in  gold,  with  gilt  top,  5s. 

How  and  Where  to  Pish  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN.  With  Map  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  3s.  6d. 


Notes  on  Pish  and  Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo, 
cloth  extra,  363  pages,  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  6d.  to  6s. 


The  Art  of  Trout  Pishing  on  Rapid  Streams.  By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE,  F.R.C.S. 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

Float  Pishing  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  J.  W.  MARTIN,  the 

“  Trent  Otter.'1  Coloured  boards,  Illustrated,  Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d.  New  Revised,  and  Enlarged 
Edition. 


British  Angling  Plies.  By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON.  Revised  and  Annotated  by 
FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN.  With  Woodcut  Illustrations,  and  Plates  of  Natural  Flies  drawn 
from  Life.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  5s. 


Fishing  with  the  Fly.  Sketches  by  Lovers  of  the  Art.  With  Coloured  Illustrations  of  Standard 
Flies,  collected  by  C.  F.  ORVIS  and  A.  NELSON  CHENEY.  Square  Svo,  cloth  extra,  12s.  6d 


ly  Tying.  By  JAMES  OGDEN.  Illustrated.  2s.  6d, 
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!  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Boob- 
sballs  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  TacYe 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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to  B.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
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Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
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SALMON  AND  GRILSE  FISHING. 

THE  CONON,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

By  A.  G, 

This  river  is  often  described  as  made  up  of 
several  rivers,  which  enumerated  are  the  Meig, 
running  out  of  Loch  Meig  and  through  Stratli- 
conon  ;  the  Sheen,  flowing  through  Loch  Luichart ; 
the  Blackwater,  flowing  out  of  Loch  Garve  and 
through  Strathgarve ;  and,  lowest  down,  the 
Orrin  from  Glen  Orrin  ;  but  I  think  it  is  simpler 
and  at  the  same  time  more  correct  to  regard  the 
Conon  as  drawing  its  source  from  Loch  Sherlet 
within  a  few  miles  of  Loch  Maree  ;  thence  wind¬ 
ing  its  way  eastward,  flowing  through  Locli 
Luichart  and  receiving  in  its  course  the  other 
streams,  the  Meig,  the  Blackwater,  and  the  Orrin. 
There  is  another  tributary  of  considerable  impor¬ 
tance,  the  Fannicb,  issuing  from  a  large  loch  of 
the  same  name,  which  empties  its  waters  into  the 
main  river  above  Loch  Luichart.  After  the  river 
issues  from  this  last  mentioned  loch  there  are 
some  falls — the  Falls  of  Conon — a  little  below 
the  loch.  The  chief  of  these  falls  is  twenty- 
eight  and  a-half  feet  in  height  and  is  very  pre^ 


cipitous  ;  it  effectually  prevents  the  ascent  of  the 
Salnionidce  to  Loch  Luichart  and  the  upper 
waters.  I  see  it  stated  in  the  11  Guide  ”  book  that 
grilse  occasionally  get  over  these  falls.  If  they 
do  I  think  it  must  he  a  very  rare  occurrence,  as 
my  gillie,  who  has  been  on  the  river  and  loch  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  cannot  remember  any 
having  been  caught  above  them.  Some  years  ago, 
there  was  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  to  make  a  pass  for  the  Salnionidce  going 
round  the  chief  fall  to  enable  them  to  ascend  to 
the  reaches  above  where  there  would  be  excellent 
spawning  ground.  Mr.  William  Paterson,  C.E., 
designed  the  ladder,  which  was  approved  of  by 
Mr.  Archibald  Young,  the  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fisheries,  but  the  plans  have  not  yet  been  carried 
out.  There  were  similar  plans  drawn  out  for  the 
other  impassable  or  not  easily  surmounted  falls 
at  other  parts  of  the  river,  but  they  still  remain 
merely  on  paper. 

Loch  Luichart  and  the  waters  above  it  afford 
the  trout  fisher  excellent  sport.  The  trout  are 
numerous  and  weigh  from  6oz.  to  31b.  A  score  is 
an  average  basket  to  fall  to  one  rod  in  a  day, 
though  much  larger  baskets  are  often  got.  The 
trout  in  the  loch,  as  in  most  Highland  lochs,  are 
difficult  to  capture  until  “  the  rise  ”  comes  on,  and 
then  for  a  time  varying  from  half-an-liour  to  two 
hours,  happy  is  the  man  who  has  his  tackle 
ready  and  makes  the  most  of  his  chance.  The 
loch  is  fished  from  boats  kept  by  the  hotel 
proprietors  for  the  benefit  of  visitors. 

Some  three  or  four  miles  below  the  falls  of 
Conon  are  three  other  falls  of  lesser  size.  The 
uppermost  is  the  largest,  and  causes  considerable 
delay  in  the  ascent  of  the  fish ;  unless  the  state 
of  the  water  and  other  conditions  have  been 
especially  favourable,  it  is  seldom  they  get  above 
it  before  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May. 
Up  the  two  lower  falls  they  more  easily  ascend, 
and  they  are  often  to  be  found  above  them  in 
March,  and  always  in  April. 

Angling  on  the  Conon  and  tributaries  has  been 
vastly  improved  during  the  last  three  years,  or 
the  beginning  of  its  improvement  may  be  said  to 
date  from  five  years  back,  as  it  was  at  that  time 
that  the  first  step  was  taken  to  give  the  fish  a  fair 
chance  of  getting  up  to  the  higher  pools.  This 
step  was  the  stopping  of  the  river  netting  — the 
nets  were  many  and  were  at  work  night  and  day ; 
in  fact,  whenever  a  fish  stopped  to  rest  for  a 
moment  there  was  a  great  chance  of  its  falling  a 
victim.  Now  there  are  no  nets  in  the  river  itself, 
though  in  the  Cromarty  Firth  at  its  mouth  they 
still  ply  as  busily  as  ever.  The  second  step  in  the 
improving  of  the  angling  was  effected  some  three 
years  ago,  when  through  the  influence  of  some  of 
the  chief  proprietors  the  cruives  near  Brahan 
Castle  were  thrown  permanently  open  duriug  the 
whole  week.  Needless  is  it  to  remark  that  these 
preservative  measures  have  had  great  effect  in 
raising  the  number  of  fish  killed  with  rod  aud 
line,  and  this  year  the  number  of  fish  in  the  Conon 
and  tributaries  promises  to  be  much  larger  than  it  has 
hitherto  been.  This  is  only  as  was  anticipated,  as 
it  is  absurd  and  against  the  laws  of  Nature  to 
expect  a  river  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish  when 
together  with  capturing  hundreds  of  them  in  the 
sea  at  its  mouth  every  available  pool  is  constantly 
being  emptied  of  its  piscine  inhabitants  or 
sojourners,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  sooner  the 
public  recognise  that  the  rivers  are  the  rearing- 
ground  of  the  young  Salnionidce  the  better,  and  get 
rid  of  the  notion  that  they  can  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  destroy  the  fish  of  a  river,  and  still 
the  river  will  get  restocked  somehow.  They 
ought  to  know  that  a  fresh  supply  of  salmon  wiil 
certainly  not  come  from  the  sea,  as  salmon  ova 
will  not  live  in  salt  water. 

The  river  Conon  and  its  sum  uudings  are  of  the 
wildest  and  most  picturesque  description.  At 
most  parts  the  Conon  valley  is  cultivated  at  its 
leveller  portions,  but  the  hills  on  each  side  retain 
the  rude  grandeur  of  the  Highlands.  The  foot  of 
these  hills  is  covered  with  woods  mostly  of  birch 
or  fir  trees  which  get  less  and  less  in  stature  as 
the  hills  shoot  up  towards  the  sky,  with  here  and 
there  between  them  huge  boulders  of  rock  jutting 
out  from  their  mossy  beds  affording  a  splendid  re¬ 
treat  for  rabbits.  These  woods,  especially  those 
having  an  eastern  exposure,  make  excellent  covers 
for  pheasants  and  are  a  very  favourite  resort  of 
the  woodcock.  The  tops  of  the  hills  stand  out 
boldly  against  the  horizon,  and  are  covered  with 
heather,  the  dull  hue  of  which  in  spring  is  broken 


with  patches  and  streaks  of  snow,  which  get  less 
day  by  day  as  the  season  advances. 

The  river  for  the  most  part  consistsjof  fine 
streamy  pools  having  their  surface  broken  with 
curling  eddies  or  the  ripple  from  some  partially 
covered  mass  of  firm  resisting  granite  alternating 
with  shallows  and  streams.  But  there  are  one 
or  two  stretches  of  dead  deep  water,  some  three 
or  four  hundred  yards  long,  without  a  break  in 
their  whole  continuity.  The  volume  of  water  is 
fairly  constant,  aud  iu  this  respect  the  Couon 
stands  out  in  great  contrast  to  its  tributary,  the 
Blackwater,  which  in  spring  is  often  of  greater 
volume  than  the  main  river  above  the  point  of 
junction.  The  Blackwater  being  in  a  great  part 
burn-fed  is  liable  to  great  fluctuations,  and  with  a 
spell  of  dry  weather  becomes  quite  unfishable 
aud  nearly  stagnant  in  many  places.  The  fish 
become  almost  black  after  having  been  in  it  for  a 
few  days,  partly  on  account  of  the  peaty  nature 
of  the  water  and  partly  owing  to  the  stagnation. 
They  can  often  be  seen  by  the  hundred  lying 
about  iu  a  sleepy  listless  condition,  with  no  desiru 
for  food  of  any  description.  The  Conon,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  never  reduced  to  this  pitiless  state 
on  account  of  its  very  extensive  source  from 
several  big  lochs  and  numerous  springs.  Again, 
the  fish  do  nut  so  readily  get  out  of  condition,  and 
as  there  is  a  great  variety  in  the  character  of  the 
pools  there  is  usually  a  fair  chance  of  sport,  for 
though  many  pools  may  be  out  of  fishing  order, 
still,  it  is  seldom  that  there  are  not  others  in  first- 
rate  trim. 

The  ascent  of  salmon  in  the  Conon  may  be 
said  to  begin  in  earnest  during  the  month  of  April, 
though  on  account  of  the  removal  of  many  of  tho 
obstacles  in  their  way,  through  the  recent  changes, 
the  time  is  altering  and  bscoming  earlier,  a  fair 
number  of  fish  now  being  got  in  March;  but  much 
depends  on  extrinsic  circumstances,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  of  which  is  the  state  of  the  snow  on  the 
hills,  as  while  snow  water  is  being  poured  into 
the  river  in  great  body  fish  will  not  ascend.  All 
through  April  and  May  the  number  of  fish  up  the 
river  continues  steadily  increasing,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  latter  montli  the  uppermost  reaches,  together 
with  the  Meig,  are  generally  thoroughly  well 
stocked.  During  the  months  of  Juue  and  July 
augling  attains  its  highest  pitch  and  is  at  its  best. 
The  number  of  grilse  killed  is  very  largo,  and 
streams  in  which  earlier  in  the  season  there  is  not 
the  least  vestige  of  a  fish  will  abound  with  them 
and  yield  grand  sport. 

The  salmon  generally  are  between  71b.  and  121b. 
in  weight,,  fish  seldom  being  killed  of  as  great  a 
weight  as  in  many  of  our  more  southern  rivers, 
but  I  can  vouch  that  they  give  as  good  sport. 
Whether  it  is  the  invigoratiug  air  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  or  their  dislike  to  forsake  the  depths  of  their 
cool  rocky  beds  that  nerves  them  to  fight  so  madly, 
I  cannot  say.  The  grilse  vary  from  31b.  to  81b.  in 
weight,  and  are  of  handsome  proportions. 

This  information  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  accept¬ 
able  to  the  great  mass  of  the  fishing  brotherhood, 
since  in  these  days  of  £  s.  d.,  when  good,  or  even 
just  moderately  good,  salmon  fishing  fetches  a 
most  fabulous  price,  and  is  becoming  a  luxury 
open  only  to  those  with  plenty  of  time  on  their 
hands  and  big  banking  accounts  at  their  backs  ;  it 
will  let  them  know  that  they  can  still  enjoy  a  holi¬ 
day  at  their  favourite  spurt  on  the  river  Conon 
without  any  excessive  expenditure,  and  with  every 
reasonable  expectation  of  first-class  sport  in  the 
right  season. 

Mr.  A\  allace,  of  the  Spa  Hotel,  Slratbpeffer, 
rents  the  fishing,  from  the  right  hank,  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  reach  of  the  river,  together  with  the 
whole  of  the  Meig,  for  the  benefit  of  visitors  stay¬ 
ing  at  the  hotel.  He  has  also  the  fishing  on  Loch 
Luichart  and  several  smaller  lochs,  which  will 
afford  those  not  desirous  of  capturing  the  noblest 
of  tho  denizens  of  the  waters  of  our  islands,  or,  I 
may  say,  the  whole  world,  or  who  prefer  a  less 
arduous  and  fatiguing  recreation — the  more  cer¬ 
tain  sport  of  trout  fishing.  On  the  Meig  are  seven 
salmon  pools,  all  of  which  are  easily  fished,  and 
which  afford  best  sport  during  Juue  and  July. 
Mr.  Wallace’s  water  on  the  Couon  begins  at  the 
point  where  tho  Meig  joins  it,  aud  extends  down 
for  a  distance  of  between  three  and  four  miles  to 
well  below  the  three  little  falls  mentioned  above. 
In  it  there  are  thirteen  good  salmon  pools. 

Mr.  Wallace  has  in  his  employ  two  gillies,  who 
have  spent  most  of  their  lives  oi  the  river,  aud 
who  know  the  lies  of  the  fish  to  a  nicety  in  eie?y 
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state  of  the  water.  Under  their  guidance  many 
novices  in  the  art,  including  some  of  the  gentler 
sex,  have  done  wonders,  and  have  had  sport 
which  veteran  sportsmen  might  even  have  reason 
to  envy. 

The  Jock  Scott  is  the  standard  salmon  fly  for 
the  Conon  ;  it  is  the  favourite  under  all  circum¬ 
stances  and  in  all  weathers.  The  Childers,  Sir 
Archibald,  and  the  Popham  come  next,  and  are  all 
of  them  good.  Sizes  from  4/0,  which  is  the  largest 
required  for  spring  fishing  to  No.  8,  the  smallest 
of  all  required  for  summer  fishing  with  fine  low 
water. 


SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  SEA  TROUT. 

BRIGHT  WEATHER  FLIES. 

In  response  to  repeated  requests  to  give  in  our 
columns  a  detailed  description  of  the  clear  weather 
flies  invented  by  him,  and  used  with  great  suc¬ 
cess  by  himself  and  friends,  Mr.  Murdoch  has  sent 
us  the  following — which  are  the  correct — dressings 
of  the  patterns  which  he  says  he  has  found  to  be 
the  best  of  his  inventions  under  the  special  con¬ 
ditions  indicated  by  him  in  the  appended  notes. 

“  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you,  for 
publication  in  the  Gazette,  a  description  of  the 
dressing  of  the  few  flies  which  I  have  found  the 
deadliest  on  river  and  stream  on  bright  days  in 
summer. 

Blue  Charm. 

Description : — 

Tag :  Silver  thread. 

Tail :  A  topping. 

Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body :  Black  floss. 

Ribbed :  Silver  flat-worm. 

Hackle  :  Greenish  blue — long  and  pretty  full 
— at  shoulder  only. 

Wing :  Double  strips,  distinctly  marked 
dark-brown  mallard ;  along  these  up  the 
centre  on  the  outside  a  narrow  slip  of  teal ; 
topping  over  all. 

Head  :  Black  wool. 

Sizes  the  most  useful :  No.  4,  5,  6,  7,  Limerick 
Bend  hooks  (Bartleet  and  Sons’ scale). 

Green  Peacock. 

Description : — 

Tag :  Canary  floss  and  silver  thread. 

Tail :  A  topping  or  two. 

Body :  Pale  blue  floss. 

Ribbed :  Silver  flat-worm. 

Hackle  :  Greenish  blue — at  shoulder  only. 
Wing :  Green  peacock  herl. 

Head  :  Black  wool. 

Sizes  the  most  useful :  No.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

Green  Peacock  (Variety). 

Description : 

Tag :  Gold  thread. 

Tail :  A  topping  or  two. 

Butt :  Green  herl. 

Body :  Bright  green  mohair. 

Ribbed :  Gold  flat-worm. 

Hackle :  Green  to  match  mohair — up  body. 
Wing  :  Green  herl. 

Head :  Black  wool. 

Sizes  the  most  useful :  No.  5,  6.  7,  8. 

Golden  Wasp. 

Description  : — 

Tag :  Gold  thread. 

Tail :  A  topping. 

Body  :  Golden  floss. 

Ribbed :  Gold  flat-worm. 

Hackle :  Golden  hackle  or  crest — at  shoulder 
only. 

Wing  :  Double  strips  under  wing  of  jay— pale 
feather. 

Head  :  Black. 

Sizes  the  most  useful,  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

Golden  Blue. 

Description : — 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  pale  blue  floss. 

Tail :  A  topping  or  two. 

Body  :  Silver  tinsel. 

Hackle  :  Greenish  blue — at  shoulder  only. 

Wing :  Several  rich  toppings ;  or  golden 
hackles  and  topping  over. 

Head  :  Pale  blue  wool. 

Sizes  the  most  useful :  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7. 

Fail-me-Never. 

Description : — 

Tag ;  Silver  twist  and  pale  blue  floss. 


Tail :  A  topping. 

Butt :  Pale  blue  wool. 

Body  :  Pale  blue  mohair  well  picked  out. 

Ribbed :  Silver  flat-worm. 

Hackle  :  Pale  blue  up  body — full  at  shoulder. 

Wing :  Composite,  light  shade,  with  a  few 
fibres  of  green  herl  uppermost,  and  a 
topping  over  all. 

Cheeks :  Chatterer. 

Horns  :  Blue  macaw. 

Head  :  Pale  blue  wool. 

Sizes  the  most  useful :  Nos.  8,  4,  5,  6. 

Blue  Charm. — An  all-round  killer — specially 
good  on  clear  evenings  about  and  after  sunset  in 
clear  water,  and  in  brown  water  under  a  strong 
sun. 

Green  Peacock. — Specially  good  in  clear  sharp 
water,  but  often  does  well  when  the  water  is  a 
trifle  brown ;  purely  a  daytime  fly  and  of  little 
use  save  when  the  sun  is  intensely  bright. 

Golden  Wasp. — Chiefly  for  grilse  and  sea  trout — 
best  in  water  a  little  peat-coloured,  and  when  the 
weather  is  warm  and  the  sun  out  strong. 

Golden  Blue. — For  brown  water  under  a  strong 
sun  on  warm  days  specially  good. 

Fail-me-Never. — A  great  killer  in  pretty  heavy 
peat-stained  water  under  a  bright  sun,  and  also  a 
very  good  evening  fly  when  the  water  is  a  fairish 
volume  and  a  trifle  coloured. 

The  above  very  brief  hints  which  I  trust  may 
be  useful  to  anglers,  are  given  as  the  substance  of 
my  observations  regarding  the  merits  of  the 
different  flies  in  different  states  and  colours  of 
water  during  clear  and  sunny  weather.  As  to  the 
flies  themselves  I  have  to  say  that — as  it  is  very 
probable  those  wishing  to  try  them  will  not  be  able, 
from  the  description,  to  hit  off  the  exact  shades 
of  colour  which  is  an  all-important  matter  in  view 
of  success — it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  send  the 
whole  lot  dressed  as  they  should  be  to  be  copied 
by  any  angler  who  will  have,  under  the  conditions 
named  above,  the  opportunity  of  thoroughly  test¬ 
ing  them  any  time  between  the  middle  of  June 
and  the  middle  of  July,  and  who  will  give  me  the 
premise  to  do  so.  "  Yours,  &c., 

W.  Murdoch.” 


ANGLING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

A  REMINISCENCE. 

By  Rux. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  as  a  travelling 
sight-seer  Uncle  Sam  takes  the  palm,  but  for 
pertinacious  and  persistent  globe  -  trotting  in 
search  of  sport,  the  lovers  of  rod  and  gun  who 
claim  John  Bull’s  island  decidedly  distance  all 
other  competitors  by  a  large  majority.  Neither 
have  I  ever  come  across,  in  all  my  rambles,  any 
who  are  so  willing  to  give  a  fair  chance  for  life  to 
the  “  quarry  ”  they  are  in  pursuit  of  as  the  sport¬ 
ing  representatives  of  the  British  Isles. 

I  am  not  so  imaginative  as  to  think  that  the 
generality  of  sportsmen  are  likely  to  take  them¬ 
selves  off  to  the  distant  Antipodes  to  try  their 
luck  with  rod  and  gun,  without  having  some 
ulterior  object  in  view.  It  is,  however,  quite  on 
the  cards  that  some,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
adventure,  may  undertake  the  trip,  to  ascertain 
for  themselves  what  sport  is  to  be  obtained  by 
land  and  water  in  these  far  off  countries. 

Some  years  ago,  if  any  one  hinted  such  an  idea 
he  would  more  than  likely  be  considered,  if  not 
actually  imbecile,  at  least  very  eccentric  ;  but  in 
these  advanced  days  of  the  nineteenth  century 
a  trip  round  the  world  is  of  constant  occurrence. 

Cricketers  pass  to  and  fro  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  distant  offspring,  to  test  the 
powers  of  their  chosen  “  elevens  ”  ;  the  oarsman 
of  the  Thames  or  Tyne  vies  with  his  brother  of 
the  Paramatta,  for  the  championship  of  the  water 
and  the  silver  sculls  ;  whilst  the  racing  faculty 
constantly  exchange  visits,  to  witness  the  winner 
of  the  “  Blue  Ribbon  ”  on  Epsom  Downs  or  Flem- 
ington  race-course.  I  can  therefore  see  no  reason 
why  lovers  of  other  field  sports,  who  have  the 
means  and  leisure  at  their  disposal,  should  not 
follow  suit,  and  take  an  angling  or  shooting  tour 
to  the  Antipodes.  But  placing  on  one  side  the 
man  of  wealth,  who  can  of  course  procure  excellent 
sport  nearer  home,  there  is  the  intending  emigrant 
who  loves  his  native  country,  but,  lacking  the 
golden  treasurer  has  to  give  up  hearth  and  home 
and  fight  out  life’s  hard  battle  in  some  distant 
land.  How  many  of  these,  ere  they  part,  perhaps 


for  ever,  from  the  mountains  and  streams  that 
have  been  their  boyhood's  delight,  and  as  they 
take  their  final  cast  in  some  familiar  pool,  or  fire 
their  farewell  shot  on  some  favourite  moor,  may 
not  murmur  to  themselves  :  “  I  wonder  if  I  shall 
ever  have  such  a  grand  day’s  sport  when  I  reach 
the  far  off  shore.” 

It  will,  therefore,  be  some  consolation  to  the 
lovers  of  “  flood  and  field,”  who  are  about  to 
change  their  abode  from  the  regions  under  the 
North  Star  to  those  of  the  Southern  Cross,  to 
know  that  even  in  the  warm  climes  of  the  sunny 
south  they  can  still  employ  their  leisure  hours  in 
the  glorious  pastime  of  both  fishing  and  shooting, 
with  every  chance  in  their  favour  of  obtaining 
good  sport. 

It  is  now  nearly  thirteen  years  since  an  old 
friend — Jock  McDonal — and  I  made  up  our  minds 
to  shake  the  Californian  dust  from  off  our  feet, 
and  make  tracks  for  New  Zealand.  By  the  way, 
nearly  every  Scotchman  seems  to  be  called  Jock  ; 
neither  is  the  name  confined  to  persons  now, 
having  passed  on  to  the  anglers’  fly.  There  is  the 
Jock  Scott,  and  as  angling  slang  is  apparently  on 
the  increase,  so  on  the  fly  will  be  “  cast,”  and  the 
sportsman  will  call  for  big  Jock,  little  Jock,  and 
every  kind  of  imaginable  coloured  Jock  depicted 
in  the  angling  rainbow. 

We  secured  our  berths  on  board  the  “  City  of 
New  York,”  and  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  some 
fifteen  days,  were  safely  landed  at  Auckland,  New 
Zealand.  As  business  prospects  did  not  look  par- 
ticularly  bright  here,  an  emergency  meeting  was 
convened,  and  it  having  been  proposed  that  we 
should  proceed  to  Dunedin,  the  motion  was  put 
to  the  vote,  and  carried  unanimously. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  one  of  the  vessels  of  the 
Union  Steamship  Company  was  on  the  eve  of  de¬ 
parture  for  Port  Chalmers,  so,  p  roceeding  aboard 
as  quickly  as  possible,  we  were  not  long  before 
we  were  steaming  out  of  the  harbour,  and  after 
rather  a  stormy  passage  of  some  three  days,  were 
landed  at  the  above  port,  and  an  hour  or  so  later 
reached  Dunedin,  which  is  nine  miles  up  the  bay. 

After  a  few  days’  sojourn  in  the  Otago  capital, 
wearied  of  the  city,  neither  of  us  was  sorry  when 
Sunday  arrived.  My  friend  being  a  Scotchman 
was  more  in  his  element  than  I  was,  for  bar  the 
“  clerk  of  the  weather,”  everyone  in  the  town 
appeared  to  be  decidedly  Caledonian  ;  but  we 
were  both  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  taking  a  stroll  into  the  country,  and 
spending  what  Jock  termed  a  quiet  Sabbath.  The 
landlord  of  our  hotel  recommended  a  trip  to  the 
Falls  up  the  river  Leith,  or,  as  it  is  more  usually 
called,  the  “  Waters  of  Leith.”  Following  his 
advice,  having  procured  some  sandwiches  and  a 
drop  of  “  the  crathur,”  the  morning  being  cool, 
and  the  distance  only  a  few  miles,  we  set  out  on 
our  ramble  a-foot,  and  the  only  bar  to  our  enjoy¬ 
ment  was  that  neither  hook  nor  line  did  we 
possess  ;  and  as  Scotchmen  in  the  colonies  are  as 
scrupulous  regarding  the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath 
as  they  are  at  home,  neither  my  friend  nor  I 
cared  to  broach  the  subject  to  our  hotel  boss. 

A  short  tramp  brought  us  to  the  bright  spark 
ling  Leith,  and  following  up  its  course,  we  arrived 
at  a  spot  known  as  Lees  Pool.  This  is  a  lovely 
and  romantic  sheet  of  water,  the  sight  of  which 
would  fill  any  angler’s  heart  with  delight.  Seat¬ 
ing  ourselves  on  the  bank,  we  silently  watched 
the  gurgling  water,  which  seemed  to  laugh  with 
joy  as  it  rippled  over  the  rocks  to  its  final  desti: 
nation  in  the  not  far  distant  bay.  Jock  was  the 
first  to  break  the  spell.  “  Eh,  mon,”  quoth  he,  “  if 
it  were  not  for  the  palm-trees,  the  heat,  and  the 
absence  of  heather,  this  scene  would  bring  me 
back  to  ‘  Auld  Reekie’  again.  Why,  mon,  this 
wee  burn  is  for  a’  the  world  like  they  that  run 
into  the  Tay  near  Dunkeld,  in  Perthshire.” 

We  had  been  seated  I  should  say  close  on  an 
hour,  when  two  strangers  came  on  the  scene  from 
different  directions.  Jock  and  I  thought  they 
were  disciples  of  Walton,  out  for  an  afternoon’s 
fishing  ;  but  we  were  mistaken,  as  one  turned  out 
to  be  a  Yankee  tourist,  and  the  other  a  farmer  on 
his  way  to  the  township.  The  tiller  of  the  soil 
being  the  nearer  was  the  first  to  approach  us,  S 
and  as  he  arrived  within  speaking  distance,  I, 
being  quite  exasperated,  determined  if  he  pos¬ 
sessed  a  hook  and  line  to  borrow  them  for  a  time. 

“  Good  morning,  mister,”  said  I ;  “  have  you  any 
fishing-tackle  with  you  ?  ”  I  was  about  to  impress 
on  his  mind  that  I  had  accidentally  left  mine 
in  the  top  drawer  at  my  hotel,  but  explana- 
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tions  were  superfluous,  as  he  cut  me  short.  “  Na, 
I  ha’e  not  ;  and  it’s  mickle  gude  it  wed  be  to  ye  if 
I  hed.  Thar  be  na  fesh  in  these  strames,  but 
thar  sune  well  be,  I  ken,  fur  they’re  bringin’  a  lot 
of  spawn  from  the  auld  countree,  and  sune  thar 
well  be  as  muckle  fesh  in  yon  burn  as  thar  be  in 
the  Tay  or  Dee,  I’m  thinken.”  Here  the  Yankee, 
who  had  just  brought  himself  to  an  anchor,  put  in 
his  spoke  :  “  Ah,  I  guess  some  of  our  Tahoe  lake 
trout  would  take  the  cake  for  stocking  New  Zea¬ 
land  waters.  Why,  gentlemen,  they’re  the  darnest 
best  fish  as  swims.  They’re  in  millions  in  our  lakes 
and  rivers.  Americans  are  generous;  all  they 
want  is  to  be  asked,  and  our  Government  would 
ship  ’em  in  thousands;  of  course,  gentlemen,  you 
understand  for  a  consideration.”  And  we  under¬ 
stood. 

My  friend  and  I  were  naturally  surprised  that 
such  a  promising  stream  as  “  Leith  Water,”  should 
be  without  fish,  but  then  we  were  only  “  cadets,” 
and  knew  nothing  at  the  time  of  the  ways  of  the 
colony. 

I  must  now  allow  an  interval  of  ten  years  to 
ass,  during  which  period  I  travelled  to  Australia, 
ome  to  England,  out  to  the  wilds  of  Texas,  home 
once  more,  and  finally  to  the  Gulf  of  Carpintaria 
in  Northern  Queensland.  Shattered  in  health 
with  over  exertion  and  the  fearful  climate  one  ex- 
periences  at  the  Croydon  gold-fields,  there  was  no 
alternative  but  to  die  or  leave. 

I  chose  the  latter.  Arriving  at  Normanton, 
where  I  hoped  to  recruit  my  strength,  it  was  my 
lot  to  share  my  sleeping  apartment  with  another. 
They  do  a  lot  of  double- banking,  as  they  call  it,  in 
the  colonies.  It  is  the  custom  of  antipodean  up- 
country  hotels,  and  the  traveller  gets  used  to  it  in 
time.  I  found  my  mate  a  genial  fellow,  and  learnt 
from  him  that  he  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
river  boat  “  Dujong,”  and  was  about  to  proceed 
to  New  Zealand.  “  Can’t  stand  this  country  no 
longer,  mate,”  said  he.  “Only  fit  for  a  black 
fellow,  so  I  intend  returning  to  Dunedin  (Otago). 
That  is  the  country  for  my  money.”  “  Dunedin  ! 
Would  you  accept  the  companionship  of  a  mate  ?  ” 
said  I,  jumping  up  from  the  bed  on  which  I  was 
seated.  “  Willingly,  my  boy,  if  you  are  game  to 
come.  Give  me  your  hand  on  it.”  Thus  the 
bargain  was  sealed,  and  five  weeks  later  found  me 
amidst  the  scenes  of  “  auld  lang  syne.”  But  how 
everything  was  changed  !  The  place  that  I  had 
left  but  a  mere  village  had  grown  to  a  magnificent 
town,  with  splendid  streets  and  ornamental 
buildings.  I  sought  out  my  old  headquarters, 
but  the  shanty  was  gone,  and,  alas  !  also  the  old 
proprietor.  There  was  now  a  neat  stone  hotel, 
and  Donald  the  son  reigned  in  the  old  man’s 
stead. 

It  was  with  fear  and  trembling  that  I  searched 
in  the  city  directory  for  the  address  of  my  old 
comrade,  Jock  McDonal,  and  I  felt  greatly  relieved 
when  I  at  last  found  it.  I  made  no  delay  in  look¬ 
ing  him  up,  and  we  did  have  “  a  high  old  time  of 
it.” 

A  day  or  so  after  my  arrival,  Jock,  who  was 
sub-editor  of  the  Otago  Rag,  informed  me  he  was 
about  to  take  his  annual  holiday,  and  proposed  a 
visit  to  our  old  rendezvous,  Leith  Water.  “  We 
will  camp  out,  old  man,  and  if  I  don’t  mistake, 
we  will  have  some  good  sport.  There  is  plenty 
of  fesh  noo ;  all  the  streams  have  been  stocked, 
both  in  Otago  and  Canterbury,  with  trout  and 
salmon  too,  by  the  acclimatisation  societies.  The 
wee  Leith  is  very  good,  but  if  you  stay  in  New 
Zealand  we  will  visit  the  ‘  Shag  ’ — that’s  about  the 
best  in  the  colony;  but  there  is  some  rare  old 
fesh  taken  in  the  Waitaki,  Waimama,  Waikopu, 
Waiau,  Waiwera.” 

“  Hold  on,  Jock,  for  mercy’s  sake.  You  forget 
I  am  not  a  Maori.  Is  there  no  Shannon  or  Llffey 
hard  by  ?  I  could  recollect  them,  but  these 
‘  Wai’s  ’  of  yours  would  puzzle  a  lawyer.” 

On  the  appointed  day  my  friend  and  I  drove 
out  in  a  buggy,  and  on  our  arrival  at  the  Leith 
pitched  our  camp  on  the  bank  at  our  old  rendez¬ 
vous,  “  Lees  Pool.” 

Although  the  evening  had  far  advanced  by  the 
time  we  had  got  our  household  in  order,  we  deter¬ 
mined  for  an  hour  or  so  to  try  our  luck.  Without 
much  delay  we  commenced  operations,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  whip  the  stream,  but  without  success, 
till  the  last  rays  of  the  sun  had  sunk  beneath  the 
western  horizon.  At  this  period  I,  being  still  an 
invalid,  had  to  withdraw.  Returning  to  camp  I 
set  to  work  to  preparo  the  supper,  whilst  Jock 
was  yet  endeavouring,  with  all  the  alluring 


dodges  so  familiar  to  the  experienced  angler,  to 
secure  by  “hook  or  crook”  a  Leith  trout.  He 
was,  however,  quite  unsuccessful,  and  half  an 
hour  later  returned  to  camp  without  having  ob¬ 
tained  even  as  much  as  a  “  rise.” 

“  De’il  take  the  fesh.  I  dunna  know  what  has 
come  to  them,”  said  Jock,  laying  down  his  rod  and 
empty  basket.  “  Those  lazy  loons  of  Maories 
must  have  been  here  with  their  nets,  I'm  think- 
ing,  for  I  never  see  the  like  for  many  and  many’s 
the  day.” 

“  Perhaps  the  American  government  have  neg¬ 
lected  to  forward  that  consignment  of  Tahoe  lake 
ova,  Jock,”  said  I,  recalling  to  his  memory  our 
Yankee  acquaintance  of  ten  years  ago. 

“  I  dunna  ken  about  that,  mate  ;  but  thar’s 
plenty  fesh  in  the  stream,  and  I  will  hae  one  for 
our  breakfast  in  the  morn,  or  my  name  is  not 
Jock  McDonal.” 

He  kept  his  word,  for  when  I  arose  the  next 
morning  my  friend  was  busily  engaged  frying  a 
couple  of  beauties  he  had  caught  long  before 
daylight.  After  breakfast  we  both  started  out, 
my  friend  taking  the  upper  and  I  the  lower  por¬ 
tion  of  the  pool.  Our  morning’s  work  was  not 
attended  with  any  success,  so  about  eleven  a.m., 
the  sun  being  hot,  we  retired  to  the  shade  of  our 
camp  till  eventide 

It  was  towards  the  close  of  our  second  day’s 
outing  that  Jock,  wishing  to  give  me  more  chance 
of  sport,  had  left  his  rod  in  camp,  and  was  acting 
as  gillie,  while  I  stood  on  a  rock  a  few  feet  from 
the  bank  beneath  the  falls.  I  had  been  quite 
unsuccessful,  not  having  caught  a  single  fish,  and 
I  had  determined  in  my  own  mind,  and  also  ex¬ 
pressed  to  my  friend  my  intention,  to  give  up 
angling  for  the  day. 

“  Weel,  weel,”  said  Jock,  “take  one  mair  cast 
close  to  yon  boulder,  and  ha’  done  with  it.” 

Following  his  advice  I  dropped  my  flies  in  the 
curling  rapid,  and  scarcely  had  they  kissed  the 
water  than  I  received  a  sudden  jerk.  Quickly 
striking  with  my  rod,  buzz  went  the  wheel,  and 
out  went  the  line  with  the  velocity  of  an  express 
train. 

“  Y’re  stuck  in  him,”  said  Jock,  who  was  now 
giving  vent  to  his  delight  by  performing  a  High¬ 
land  fling  on  the  bank.  “  Hould  your  hoult,  and 
raise  your  point  a  wee ;  let  him  have  a’  the  line 
he  wants  ;  there  is  lots  of  room.  He’ll  nay  be 
long  before  he  comes  to  the  end  of  his  tether.” 

“Here,  Jock,  here;  come  and  take  the  rod,” 
roared  I.  “  It  must  be  a  shark.  I  am  too  weak 
to  hold  him,  and  will  certainly  lose  him  if  you 
don’t  bear  a  hand.” 

“  Nay,  nay,  it’s  only  a  game  Tahoe,  I  am  think¬ 
ing,”  replied  my  chum,  with  a  laugh.  “  You  must 
kill  him  yourself,  for  the  de’il  one  bit  a  help  you 
will  get  from  me.  Eh,  mon,  but  he  is  a  big  one,” 
continued  Jock,  as  at  this  moment  the  fish 
jumped  clean  out  of  the  water.  “  Draw  him  up 
a  wee  bit ;  that’s  it.  He  is  your  fesh  noo,  in  spite 
of  yoursel’.  Now  get  back  on  ito  the  bank,  and 
I’ll  get  the  net  under  him.” 

The  fish  was  now  alongside  of  the  bank,  making 
his  final  effort ;  but  Jock  quickly  landed  him,  and 
I,  who  was  shaking  like  an  aspen  leaf,  was  more 
than  thankful  when  I  knew  my  prize  was  fully 
secured. 

“  What  do  you  think  of  that  for  a  fesh  ?  ”  said 
Jock,  as  he  laid  the  51b.  trout  on  a  fern.  “  Why, 
mon,  he  is  as  big  as  a  Tay  grilse  ;  but  bless  your 
heart  he  is  only  a  bairn  compared  to  many  that 
are  taken  in  some  of  the  larger  streams  and  lakes.” 

I  spent  close  on  six  weeks  with  my  friend,  fish¬ 
ing  and  rambling  in  the  bush,  during  which  time 
I  had  some  excellent  sport.  Alas,  that  such 
happy  days  should  ever  end  ;  but  men  must  work, 
and  the  electric  wire  bringing  the  news  that  my 
presence  was  once  more  needed  at  the  Croydon 
Gold  Fields,  there  was  no  help  for  it  but  to  go. 

My  story  is  told,  and  I  will  leave  the  reader 
to  draw  his  own  conclusions  with  regard  to  the 
angling  sport  to  be  obtained  in  New  Zealand 
waters.  Farewell,  “  gem  ”  of  the  Southern 
Ocean  !  Farewell,  old  comrade  !  Perhaps  some 
day  we  may  meet  again  on  the  banks  of  Leith 
Water. 


A  start  has  been  made  with  the  trolling  for 
sea  trout  in  the  Kyles  of  Durness  and  Tongue,  in 
Sutherlandshire. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— Bast  London  Rubbeb 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  B. 


COLONEL  CLARK’S 

LANDING  HANDLE,  NET  AND  SLING. 

[Patent  Applied  for.] 

Colonel  Stanley  Clark,  who  a  year  or  two  ago 
brought  out,  through  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co., 
Strand,  London,  his  admirable  “Clark  Mayfly,” 
has  just  published  through  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and 
Co.,  Redditch,  the  wholesale  manufacturers,  his 
landing  handle,  net  and  sling.  It  is  the  result  of 
years  of  practical  and  careful  trial,  and  for  all 
who  want  a  net  which  they  can  carry  hung  about 
them  it  will  be  found  invaluable. 

Most  anglers  have  experienced  the  unpleasant¬ 
ness  of  suddenly  discovering  that  the  landing-net 
is  not  hanging  in  the  sling,  or  in  the  rings  on  the 
basket,  and  having  to  retrace  one’s  steps  for 
perhaps  half-a-mile  to  find  it,  and  not  always 
being  successful,  especially  if  the  grass  is  long. 
Now  Colonel  Clark’s  aim  all  along  has  been  to 
make  his  net,  &e.,  as  comfortable  in  every  way  as 
possible,  and  he  certainly  has  overcome  the  dis¬ 
comfort  arising  from  the  mysterious  ways  in 
which,  with  the  old  plans  of  carrying,  the  net  got 
lost. 

What  one  wants  in  a  landing-net  is  something 
which,  while  perfect  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
fish,  is  always  ready  for  use  with  one  hand  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  is  always  quite  out  of  the  way 
when  not  wanted,  is  always  so  securely  attached 
to  the  angler  that  it  cannot  get  lost,  which  does 
not  get  under  one’s  feet  when  kneeling,  or  in  the 
way  when  sitting  down. 

Now  the  Clark  landing-net  possesses  these  quali¬ 
ties  and  advantages  in  perfection;  and  in  addition 
it  is  plainly  marked  in  inches  along  the  staff,  there 
are  no  screws,  and  the  net  itself  is  of  good  shape 
and  heavy  material.  In  order  to  give  a  better 
idea  of  the  handle,  sling  and  catch  net  we  have 
had  these  illustrations  made. 


Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 

It  has  happened  to  us  that  when  killing  a  trout 
by  striking  it  with  the  landing-net  handle  that 
the  latter  has  smashed  ;  there  is  no  fear  of  this 
with  the  greenheart  or  ash  “  Clark  ”  staff  and 
its  loaded  end. 

The  objection  which  some  anglers  will  make  on 
taking  hold  of  this  net  and  staff  is  “  too  heavy ;  ” 
but  when  suspended  from  the  shoulder  by  the  web 
band  it  is  so  perfectly  balanced  that  the  weight  is 
not  felt,  and  when  landing  or  giving  the  coup  de 
grace  to  a  fish  it  is  a  decided  advantage. 

The  following  are  the  advantages  claimed  for 
this  net  and  handle  : — 

1.  — The  great  comfort  in  carrying  the  net. 
It  cannot  get  knocked  off,  you  cannot  lose  it, 
nor  can  it  come  undone  under  any  circumstances. 

2.  — It  can  be  disengaged  practically  in  an 
instant,  without  fail,  the  sling,  &c.,  being  so 
arranged  that  it  never  catches,  never  hitches. 

3.  — Owing  to  the  counterpoise  and  method  of 
carrying  by  the  sling  you  hardly  feel  any 
weight,  and  even  forget  you  have  it  on. 

4.  — In  high  winds,  and  under  all  circum¬ 
stances,  the  net  keeps  in  its  right  place,  where 
a  net  ought  to  be,  at  the  back,  or  always  comes 
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back  into  position  at  once.  You  need  never 
take  it  off  to  sit  down. 

5. — When  you  come  to  use  it  the  weight  is  at 
the  right  place — at  the  hand  end. 

0. — The  end  of  the  handle  makes  a  conve¬ 
nient  mallet  to  kill  the  fish  with. 

Directions  for  Use.— Catch  hold  of  the  handle 
with  your  left  hand,  pulling  it  up  at  right  angles 
to  you,  with  the  net  held  closely  between  the  left 
arm  and  body ;  then,  with  thumb  and  forefinger 
(still  using  the  left  hand),  undo  the  catch,  thus  : 
pull,  turn  and  push,  and  it  is  free.  This  action  is 
so  simple  that  it  is  learnt  at  once.  A  dozen  trials 
or  so  will  make  the  user  master  of  the  catch, 
when  it  will  be  found  that  the  net  is  freed  almost 
instantaneously,  and  a  hitch  is  an  impossibility. 

Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  have  carried  out  Colonel 
Clark’s  ideas  admirably,  and  it  only  remains  to 
say  that  we  consider  this  a  great  advance  in  the 
method  of  carrying  nets,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear 
it  is  also  to  be  applied  to  gaffs. 

The  above  net  will  be  made  in  a  collapsing 
form  as  soon  as  a  special  fastening,  which  Colonel 
Clark  has  invented  to  do  away  with  the  old  screw 
business,  has  been  patented. 


Smith  v.  Andrews.  —  Although  the  judgment 
just  pronounced  by  Mr.  Justice  North  in  the 
Thames  Fishery  Rights  Case  of  “  Smith  v. 
Andrews  ”  is  entirely  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Smith’s 
claims,  we  hope  Thames  anglers  will  not  be  dis¬ 
heartened.  It  does  not  follow  because  Mrs.  Smith 
has  proved  her  right — a  right  which  nothing  but 
an  Act  of  Parliament  can  alter— that  all  claims  to 
rights  of  fishing  in  the  Thames  are  equally  well 
founded.  It  is  certain  that  the  most  careful,  clear 
and  comprehensive  review  of  the  question,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  “judgment,”  will  clear  up 
many  points  previously  doubtful,  and  probably 
prevent  much  waste  of  money  in  attempts  to 
gain  cases  which  are  hopeless  before  they  come 
into  Court.  Bearing  in  mind  the  great  importance 
of  this  decision,  we  shall  next  week  issue  a  special 
extra  four-page  Supplement,  containing  a  verbatim 
report,  which  will  be  found  most  valuable  for  future 
reference.  Even  those  uninterested  in  the  case  will 
find  it  well  worth  careful  study  ;  it  covers  a  period 
of  seven  centuries,  and  touches  on  many  curious 
old  customs  and  procedures.  Our  genial  legal 
contributor,  “Templar,”  has, we  see,  some  remarks 
on  the  judgment  and  its  effect. 


A  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea  Park,  on  Tuesday  next, 
May  19,  at  which  any  anglers  are  invited  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  arguments  for  and  against  gross  weight 
fishing  in  clubs,  and  the  increasing  of  the  standard 
of  weighable  fish.  The  meeting  will  be  under  the 
direct  patronage  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who 
will  attend  and  speak  upon  the  subject : — Messrs. 
J.  P.  Wheeldon,  W.  H.  Brougham,  W.  H.  Beckett, 
W.  J.  Wade,  and  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole.  We  wish 
the  meeting  success,  and  hope  others  of  a  like 
character  will  be  held  in  different  parts  of  London. 
We  would  draw  the  attention  of  those  interested 
in  the  matter  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shrubsole  which 
appears  in  our  correspondence  columns. 


It  is  well  worth  noting  that  visitors  to  the  Grey¬ 
hound  Hotel,  Fordingbridge,  Hampshire,  can  fish 
the  Hotel  water  on  the  Avon.  There  is  five  miles 
of  it.  It  yields  a  good  many  fine  salmon,  and  is  first- 
rate  for  pike,  perch,  roach,  &c.  A  few  days’ 
notice  should  be  given  as  the  hotel  is  well  patro¬ 
nised  by  anglers. _ 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  North  of  England  Works, 
Bishop  Auckland,  has  been  instructed  by  a 
Norwegian  gentleman  to  let  two  portions  of  the 
Auckland  river,  where  large  numbers  of  fine 
salmon  are  annually  caught  by  the  rod. 


Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames — who 
mikes  such  lovely  floating  flies,  especially  Duns — 
called  on  us  on  Monday  to  say  that  a  fine  Thames 
trout  of  exactly  81b.  weight  was  killed  in  the 
Thames  in  front  of  their  shop,  and  immediately 
after  brought  into  it  and  weighed  by  the  captor. 
Mr.  D.  Ilayer.  The  fish  was  killed  on  a  No.  9 
crystal  roach  hook  on  drawn  gut,  the  bait  being  a 
Bleak.  The  length  of  the  fish  was  254in. 


We  are  very  glad  to  see  how  well  the  new  lake 
(Lake  Vyrnwy),  is  fishing.  See  the  report  this 
week  again.  It  must  be  very  encouraging  to  that 
enterprising  sportsman,  Mr.  Ward,  who  has  the 
hotel  and  the  fishings. 


Messrs.  Debenham  &  Co.,  the  well-known  estate 
agents,  of  80,  Cheapside,  are  advertising  in  our 
columns  as  “  To  Let,  the  Manor  House,  Farning- 
ham,  Kent,  with  valuable  rights  of  trout  fishing  in 
the  lovely  Darenth.”  A  place  such  as  this  in  a 
most  beautiful  and  fertile  part  of  the  garden  of 
England,  and  only  an  hour  by  rail  from  London, 
would  be  snapped  up  instantly  if  it  were  known 
to  some  rich  angler  whose  wife  would  agree  to  live 
in  the  country.  _ 

Mr.  Richard  Williams,  Kingsland,  Hereford¬ 
shire,  is  advertising  in  our  columns,  a  few  sittings 
of  eggs  from  Dun  Fowls,  bred  specially  for  fly¬ 
dressing.  Mr.  Williams  has  some  grand  birds. 


An  Angler  Drowned. — A  melancholy  fate  has 
overtaken  Mr.  Henderson,  a  Sussex  angler.  Last 
Friday,  he  was  fishing  in  the  river  at  Horsham, 
but  as  be  did  not  return  home  at  night,  a  search 
was  made  next  morning,  and  he  was  found  float¬ 
ing  in  the  water.  When  last  seen  he  was  fishing 
off  the  bank,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  must  have 
fallen  in.  The  deceased  was  an  ex-deputy  chief 
constable  of  West  Sussex,  and  was  pensioned  a  few 
years  ago,  after  thirty  years’  service. 


Since  the  rise  of  the  water  with  the  rain  of  the 
other  week,  the  Lochy-Spean  has  been  in  fine 
order,  and  affording  good  sport.  Fish  fresh-run 
from  the  sea  appear  to  be  very  plentiful.  Lord 
Abinger,  the  proprietor,  fishing  the  water  which 
he  reserves  for  himself,  has  had  a  grand  run  of 
luck,  bringing  to  bank  a  number  of  splendid  fish 
up  to — the  largest — BOilb.  Few  sea  trout  and  no 
grilse  have  ascended  as  yet. 


Last  week  Mr.  William  Grant,  son  of  Mr. 
Grant,  banker,  Methlick,  fishing  on  Lord  Aber¬ 
deen’s  portion  of  the  river  YthaD,  caught  in  five 
hours  one  sea  trout,  three  finnock,  and  fifty  trout. 
He  reports  the  trout  not  quite  in  perfect  condition, 
and  the  larger  ones  not  well  up  at  the  fly.  We 
understand  that  Lord  Aberdeen  has  greatly  re¬ 
duced  the  number  of  permits  for  this  fishery  this 
year.  _ 

Mr.  George  Sim,  A.L.S.,  naturalist,  King-street, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  41b.  yellow  trout,  caught  by  an 
angler  fishiug  at  Alford,  sent  him  the  week  before 
last  to  set  up,  as  a  trophy  from  the  Don. 


This  year,  for  this  early  time  of  the  year,  grilse 
are  remarkably  plentiful.  For  size  also  they  are 
remarkable,  and  with  scarcely  an  exception  they 
are  very  well  fed  fish. 


We  noticed  in  a  report  last  week  that  it  was 
stated  that  a  grilse  of  5£lb.  weight  was  caught  in 
Loch  Eck  by  an  angler  a  fortnight  ago.  Those 
knowing  anything  about  grilse  will  know  that 
this  is  too  good  to  be  true.  If  not  a  mended  kelt 
grilse  it  must,  if  a  fresh-run  fish,  have  been  a 
small  salmon.  Precious  few  grilse  exceeding 
3£lb.  weight  are  to  be  found  in  Scotch  waters 
before  May. 


$otes  antr  (terics 


A  Royal  Sturgeon. — Yesterday  (May  8)  there 
arrived  in  the  Queen’s  Kitchen  a  sturgeon,  cap¬ 
tured  in  the  Dee.  It  weighs  1321b. ,  and  must, 
therefore,  be  a  fine  specimen.  The  custom  appears 
to  be  to  send  every  exceptionally  large  sturgeon, 
caught  in  an  English  river,  to  the  Queen;  although, 
as  we  understand  it,  the  “  royal  right  ”  was  only 
to  sturgeons  caught  in  the  Thames  above  London 
Bridge.  In  the  report  of  the  foregoing,  the  stur¬ 
geon  in  question  is  described  as  “  one  of  the 
largest  ever  caught  in  British  waters.”  This  is  non¬ 
sense,  however,  because,  in  1854,  there  was  one 
caught  in  the  Tweed  7ft.  long,  and  weighing 
1401b.  Then  Mr.  Howse,  of  the  Newcastle  Natural 
History  Museum,  quotes  the  following  in  his  valu¬ 
able  “  Catalogue  of  Fishes,”  from  the  Naturalist's 
Notebook  by  H.  T.  Archer :  “  Having  seen  an 
account  in  several  papers  of  a  sturgeon  caught  in 


the  Medway,  74ft.  long,  supposed  to  be  the  largest 
ever  taken  in  England,  I  beg  to  state  that  one  was 
caught  last  year  (1867)  in  the  Tees,  and  exhibited 
in  Stockton,  upwards  of  9£ft.  long.” — Newcastle 
Chron  id  e. 


Fishing  in  California. — The  trout  season 
opened  April  1,  and  the  streams  were  well  stocked 
with  the  speckled  beauties.  One  of  our  leading 
citizens  with  his  wife  is  said  to  have  caught  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  trout  in  a  day’s  fishing, 
which  is  considered  good  here  in  the  time.  Two 
young  men  named  C.  Baracco  and  Lennie  R. 
Lockard  were  also  among  the  lucky  ones.  In  a 
day’s  fishing  they  each  caught  seventy-four  good- 
sized  trout,  one  being  a  salmon  trout,  weighing 
about  81b.  Other  good  catches  are  reported,  but 
these  are  the  best  of  which  I  have  heard.  Good 
trout  fishing  is  also  reported  in  Lake  and  Sonoma 
counties.— Fisherman,  in  American  Field. 


Poisoning  the  Alyn  Trout. — A  Mold  corre¬ 
spondent  writes  :  “  The  present  angling  season  on 
the  Alyn  has  been  quite  an  exception,  and,  despite 
all  efforts  made  by  expert  hands,  but  few  fish  have 
yet  been  caught.  It  was  suggested  that  the  only 
reason  to  account  for  this  was  the  poisoning  of  tho 
water,  which  fact  has  now  been  proved.  A  band 
of  notorious  poachers  have  been  captured  at  Mold 
this  week.  The  river  for  a  great  length  has  been 
poisoned,  and  from  Pentre  to  Llong  the  water  has 
been  specially  affected.” 


Capture  of  a  5lb.  Trout  at  Matlock  Bath. — 
On  Tuesday  night,  May  5,  Mr.  William  King,  of 
the  South  Parade,  succeeded  in  landing  a  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  brook  trout  tribe,  with  the 
aid  of  the  artificial  minnow.  The  fish  was  hooked 
from  a  balcony  at  the  back  of  the  house,  quite  10ft. 
above  the  water,  and  as  it  was  almost  dark  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  safely  banking  the  monster  were  almost 
insurmountable.  With  assistance,  however,  Mr. 
King  succeeded.  The  fish,  which  was  in  splendid 
condition,  drew  the  scales  at  exactly  51b.,  and 
measured  22in.  in  length.  It  was  despatched 
next  morning  to  a  London  taxidermist  for  pre¬ 
servation. — Derby  Mercury. 


Fishing  in  Torquay  Reservoirs. — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Teign  Board  of  Conservators  at  Newton 
Abbot,  on  May  5,  the  clerk  reported  that  he  had 
received  a  communication  from  the  Torquay 
Local  Board  respecting  fishing  in  the  latter 
authority’s  reservoirs  at  Tottiford,  and  informing 
the  conservators  that  the  local  board  disputed 
their  claim  to  insert  on  their  licences  being  taken 
out,  and  intimating  that  counsel’s  opinion  would 
be  open  on  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
reservoirs  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
conservators.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  inform 
the  Torquay  Local  Board  that  the  conservators 
would  wait  a  fortnight  for  the  counsel’s  opinion. 
—  Western  Mercury.  _ 

A  Happy  Family. — A  correspondent  sends  the 
following  :  — “  A  few  days  ago  I  was  passing  along  a 
road  on  the  outskirts  of  Wellington  when  I  saw  a 
heavy  gipsy  cart  stop  at  the  door  of  a  public- 
house.  The  occupants,  a  man  and  woman,  alighted 
and  entered  the  house,  and  almost  at  the  same 
moment  there  was  a  great  commotion  under  the 
vehicle,  and  a  number  of  fowls  suddenly  emerged 
from  a  sack  or  piece  of  canvas  hung  hammock 
fashion  under  the  cart,  and  distributed  themselves 
about  the  road  in  search  of  food.  The  woman 
came  out  of  the  house  in  a  few  minutes,  and  I 
inquired  whether  the  fowls  were  in  the  habit  of 
travelling  regularly  in  such  a  fashion.  She 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  adding  that  ‘they 
laid  their  eggs  in  the  sacking,  and  mostly  got  their 
own  living.’  Then  the  man  came  out  of  the  house, 
and  he  and  the  woman  got  into  the  cart,  apparently 
ignoring  the  existence  of  the  fowls — which  by  this 
time  were  at  all  points  of  the  compass — and 
prepared  to  start.  But  they  were  not  left  behind. 
Oh,  no.  In  a  moment  there  was  a  loud  cackling, 
a  rush  of  long-legged  roosters,  a  great  screeching 
and  flapping  of  wings,  and  in  a  trice  the  fowls  were 
back  again  safe  and  sound  in  the  hammock.  It 
was  only  the  work  of  a  few  seconds.  The  horse 
was  on  the  move,  but  neither  the  man  nor  the 
woman  looked  back,  yet  the  birds  were  safe 
enough  in  their  old  quarters,  and  not  a  feather 
of  them  to  be  seen.” 


May  1G,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


313 


THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE. 

THE  REDDITCH  HOUSES. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

There  are  many  points  in  Redditch  worthy  of 
notice  besides  the  millions  formed  on  the  noedles 
and  fish-hooks,  the  manufacture  of  which  is  the 
staple  industry  of  this  extraordinary  little  Wor¬ 
cester  village.  Why  this  beautiful  and  secluded 
spot,  many  miles  distant  from  what  are  termed 
the  “  manufacturing  districts,”  has  developed 
into  the  centre  for  the  manufacture  of  needles  and 
fishing-tackle,  is  as  much  a  poser  to  me  as  why 
watchmaking  and  Clerkenwell,  and  coach-making 
and  Long  Acre,  are  so  indissolubly  connected 
together.  The  fact  is  demonstrable,  but  the  rea¬ 
son  is  not.  You  leave  busy  Birmingham  and  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  convey  you  through  a 
few  miles  of  that  peaceful  soothing  scenery, 
which  has  always  a  subtle  oharm  for  a  native  of 
the  home  counties.  My  love  of  angling  has  taken 
me  to  many  parts  of  our  “  tight  little  island.”  I 
have  stood  awed  by  the  solemn  grandeur  of  a 
storm  among  the  mountains,  and  I  have  laid  down 
my  rod  and  worshipped  the  surroundings  of  our 
numerous  lovely  lakes  ;  but  such  scenery  as  is 
found  in  wooded  Worcestershire  has  always  a 
warm  corner  in  my  heart.  I  love  to  look  upon 
the  varied-hued  foliage,  the  peaceful  meadows, 
and  the  beef  and  mutton  grazing  quietly,  uncon¬ 
scious  of  and  indifferent  to  their  ultimate  fate. 

Within  a  mile  of  your  destination  you  can 
hardly  realise  you  will  so  soon  be  in  the  oentre  of 
an  important  industry.  Suddenly  the  train  pulls 
up  at  a  little  country  station— too  suddenly  often 
enough  for  the  comfort  of  travellers — and  you 
have  arrived  at  Redditch,  from  whence  needles 
and  fishing-tackle  are  sent  to  every  remote  corner 
of  the  habitable  part  of  the  earth.  Those  of  my 
readers  who  associate  the  potteries  with  the  clay 
districts  of  North  Staffordshire,  and  the  smelting 
works  with  the  coal  and  iron  districts  of  South 
Staffordshire,  will  naturally  want  toknow  whether 
any  features  distinguish  Redditch  which  will 
enable  one  to  assign  a  probable  origin  for  the 
needle  and  fishing-tackle  manufactures  there.  A 
visitor  in  any  degree  accustomed  to  watch  the 
progress  of  manufactures,  looks  around  him  to 
seek  for  any  indications  whence  he  may  account 
for  the  location  of  an  industry ;  he  looks  for 
stream  or  canal,  or  something  which  may  bo  to 
the  manufacturer  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect ;  at  Redditch  very  little  of  the  kind  is 
seen.  The  particular  industry  located  here  is 
principally  the  result  of  manual  dexterity,  re¬ 
quiring  little  aid  from  water  or  steam  power, 
comparatively  speaking,  consequently  the  smoke 
and  dirt  generally  associated  with  manufacture  is 
nearly  absent. 

But  Redditch  has  a  smell !  I’ll  tell  you  how 
you  can  experience  it  without  visiting  the  village. 
Get  about  a  quart  of  linseed  oil,  and,  having 
partially  heated  your  domestic  poker,  plunge  it 
into  the  oil.  This  process  produces  the  pervading 
Redditch  aroma,  which  proceeds  from  the  harden¬ 
ing  of  the  millions  of  needles  and  fish-hooks,  as 
explained  farther  on.  It  is  a  good,  sound,  honest, 
and  durable  smell,  and  I  got  quite  to  like  it  before 
I  left  the  little  Worcester  village.  By  the  bye,  I 
went  to  Redditch  for  two  days,  but  I  found  enough 
there  to  advantageously  occupy  my  time  for  nine. 

Fish-hooks  are  made  in  Redditch  from  281b. 
each  to  fifty  thousand  to  the  ounce !  Upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  different  shapes  of  hooks, 
each  having  from  twenty  to  thirty  different  sizes, 
are  manufactured,  including  quadruple  treble- 
and-double-brazed,  live-bait  snap,  lip,  Kirby, 
Limerick,  Dublin  Limerick,  Carlisle,  Kendal, 
Round-bend,  Sneck,  Mackenzie,  Crystal,  Roach, 
Chestertown,  Sproat,  and  so  on  almost  ad  in¬ 
finitum.  Each  hook  has  to  go  through  eleven 
separate  and  distinct  processes,  and  the  total 
number  made  exceeds  five  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  per  annum  !  When  these  remarkable 
facts  are  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  possible  to 
realise  what  the  manufacture  of  fish-hooks  in¬ 
volves,  and  it  may  be  rendered  comparatively  easy 
to  understand  the  degree  of  manual  labour  and 
mechanical  ingenuity  that  is  employed  in  fashion¬ 
ing  these  barbed  instruments  that  are  designed 
for  the  destruction  of  fish. 

The  wire  used  in  hook  making  is  chiefly  English 
casl  st'.e\  varying,  of  course,  in  gauge  according 


to  the  requirements  of  the  hook  made,  and  it  is 
sent  to  Redditch  in  large  coils  about  2ft.  in 
diameter.  The  store-room  in  which  the  coils  are 
kept  demands  much  care  and  attention.  It  is 
kept  warmed  by  hot  air  to  an  equable  tempera¬ 
ture,  in  order  that  the  steel  may  be  preserved  free 
from  damp  or  other  sources  of  injury.  Around 
the  walls  are  wooden  bars  or  racks,  on  which  are 
hung  the  coils  of  wire.  When  they  are  to  be 
operated  upon  they  are  carried  to  the  “  cutting 
room,”  placed  upon  “  drums,”  unwound,  and  then 
cut  into  the  desired  lengths  by  the  operator,  who 
for  the  purpose  uses  a  large  pair  of  shears,  to 
which  is  attached  a  gauge  to  determine  the  length. 
Very  quickly  is  this  process  carried  out,  the 
operator  cutting  a  number  of  wires  at  one  time. 

The  coil  is  thus  reduoed  to  many  thousand 
pieces,  and  as  each  piece  had  formed  a  portion  of 
a  circle  two  feet  in  diameter,  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
it  must  necessarily  deviate  somewhat  from  the 
straight  line.  In  the  case  of  small  “best  ”  hooks 
this  straightness  must  be  rigorously  given  to  the 
wire  before  they  can  pass  through  another  process, 
and  the  mode  by  which  it  is  effected  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  (to  me)  in  the  whole  manufac¬ 
ture.  Come  then  to  the  “  rubbing  ”  shop.  Around 
the  walls  are  hung  a  number  of  iron  rings,  each 
from  three  or  four  to  six  or  seven  inches  in 
diameter,  and  a  quarter  or  half  an  inch  in  thick¬ 
ness.  Two  of  these  rings  are  placed  upright  on 
their  edges,  at  a  little  distance  apart,  and  within 
them  are  placed  a  large  number  of  wires,  which 
are  kept  in  a  group  by  resting  on  the  interior  of 
the  rings.  In  this  state  they  are  placed  on  a  shelf 
in  a  furnace,  and  there  kept  till  quite  hot.  On 
being  taken  out  at  a  glowing  heat,  they  are  placed 
on  an  iron  plate,  the  wires  being  horizontal,  and 
the  rings  in  which  they  are  inserted  being  vertical. 
The  process  of  “rubbing”  (the  technical  name 
for  the  straightening  to  which  I  allude)  commences. 
The  workman  takes  a  long  piece  of  iron,  slightly 
curved, and  inserting  it  between  the  two  rings,  rubs 
the  wires  backwards  and  forwards,  causing  each  to 
roll  over  on  its  own  axis,  and  also  over  and  under 
those  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  The  noise 
emitted  by  this  process  is  just  that  of  filing;  but 
no  filing  takes  place,  for  the  rubber  is  smooth, 
and  the  sound  arises  from  the  rolling  of  one  wire 
against  another.  The  rationale  of  the  process  is 
this:  The  action  of  one  wire  ou  another  brings 
them  all  to  a  perfectly  straight  form,  because  any 
convexity  or  curvature  in  one  wire  would  be 
pressed  out  by  the  close  contact  of  the  adjoining 
ones.  The  heating  of  the  wire3  facilitates  this 
process,  and  the  workman  knows  by  the  change 
of  sound  when  all  the  wires  have  been  “  rubbed  ” 
straight.  Our  hooks  now  have  assumed  the  form 
of  perfectly  straight  pieces  of  softened  steel  wire, 
blunt  at  both  ends,  and  dulled  at  the  surface  by 
exposure  to  the  fire. 

The  next  process  is  technically  known  as 
“  bearding  ” — i  e.,  forming  what  aDglers  know  as 
the  “  barb.”  A  number  of  straightened  wires  are 
arranged  on  a  plain  surface,  with  their  right-hand 
ends  against  au  upright.  A  knife,  ground  hollow, 
is  now  drawn  against  them,  and  the  beard  or  barb 
is  thus  formed,  which  by  a  slight  turn  of  the  knife 
is  turned  open.  Great  care  has  to  be  exercised 
in  this  process.  One  can  easily  understand  how 
easy  it  would  be  for  the  cut  to  be  made  too  deep 
or  the  opening  too  wide,  in  which  case  the  barb  is 
sure  to  break  when  used.  It  is  wonderful  what 
practice  can  do  ;  and  although  I  frequently  watched 
this  process  in  different  shops  I  did  not  see  a 
single  hook  spoiled. 

In  the  heavier  sea-hooks  a  machine  is  used  that 
straightens  the  wire  sufficiently,  cuts  it  off  to  the 
desired  length,  and  forms  the  barb,  all  in  one 
action.  The  points  are  now  carefully  filed  by  men 
and  boys.  Using  a  pair  of  tongs  specially  made 
to  hold  the  wire,  and  rapidly  turning  the  same, 
they  put  a  point  on  it  instantly,  forming  what  are 
termed  hollow,  Kirby,  or  Dublin  points  at  an 
enormous  rate.  All  best  hooks  are  filed  in  this 
way  by  hand,  thus  giving  to  the  point  three  or 
four  knife-like  cutting  edges,  enabling  it  to 
penetrate  much  more  quickly  than  the  less 
expensive  needle-pointed  hooks.  The  needle- 
pointed  hooks  are  pointed  first,  and  the  barbs  cut 
afterwards.  The  following  is  the  process  of 
pointing.  The  workman  sits  on  a  stool  or  “  horse  ” 
a  few  inches  distant  from  the  grindstone,  and 
bends  over  it  during  his  work.  He  takes  fifty  or 
a  hundred  wires  in  his  hand  at  once,  and  holds 
them  in  a  peculiar  manner.  He  places  the  fingers 


and  palm  of  one  hand  diagonally  over  those  of 
the  other,  and  grasps  the  wires  between  them,  all 
the  wires  being  parallel.  The  thumb  of  the  left 
hand  comes  over  the  back  of  the  fingers  of  the 
right,  and  the  different  knuckles  and  joints  are  so 
arranged  that  every  wire  can  be  made  to  rotate 
on  its  own  axis  by  a  simple  movement  of  the 
hand,  without  any  one  wire  being  allowed  to  roll 
over  the  others.  He  grasps  them  so  that  the  end 
of  the  wires  (one  end  of  each)  projects  a  small 
distance  beyond  the  edge  of  the  hand  and  fingers, 
and  tl.ese  ends  he  applies  to  the  grindstone  in  the 
proper  position  for  grinding  them  down  to  a  point. 
It  will  be  easily  seen  that  if  the  wires  were  held 
fixedly  the  ends  would  merely  be  bevelled  off  in 
the  manner  of  a  graver,  and  would  not  give  a 
symmetrical  point  ;  but  by  causing  each  wire  to 
rotate  while  actually  in  contact  with  the  grind¬ 
stone  the  pointer  works  equally  all  round,  and 
brings  the  point  in  the  axis  of  the  wire.  At 
intervals  of  every  few  seconds  he  adjusts  tho 
wires  to  a  proper  position  against  an  iron  plate, 
and  dips  their  ends  in  a  little  trough  of  water 
between  him  and  the  grindstone.  Each  wire 
sends  out  its  own  stream  of  sparks,  which  ascends 
diagonally  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  at  which 
the  workman  is  placed.  So  rapid  are  his  move¬ 
ments  that  he  will  point  seventy  or  a  hundred 
wires,  forming  one  hand-grasp  in  half  a  minute, 
thus  getting  through  ten  thousand  in  au  hour ! 
The  above  remarks  apply  to  the  needle-pointed 
hooks  of  small  sizes.  The  pointers  of  the  large 
sea  hooks  have  yet  another  way  of  proceeding. 
It  can  easily  be  understood  that  in  this  case  the 
bulk  of  metal  to  be  dealt  with  is  much  more,  and 
consequently  the  time  and  labour  expended  in 
filing  or  grinding  the  points  would  be  a  serious 
item  in  the  cost  of  their  production.  As  a  mere 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  pointed  in  very  little  more 
time  that  the  smaller  hand-filed  ones  are.  The 
process  is  as  follows:  The  wires  are  cut  and 
barbed  in  the  machine  mentioned  above.  They 
are  then  handled  by  a  workman  who  stands  before 
a  stamping  machine.  This  machine  consists  of 
a  heavy  block  of  stone,  supporting  on  its  upper 
surface  a  bed  of  iron,  and  ou  this  bed  is  placed  a 
smooth-faced  die,  bevelled  to  suit  the  size  of  wire 
being  operated  upon.  Above  this  is  suspended  a 
hammer,  weighing  301b.  or  more,  which  has  on 
its  face  another  smooth-faced,  bevelled  die.  Tho 
hammer  is  governed  by  a  lever,  moved  by  the 
foot,  so  that  it  can  be  brought  down  exactly  upon 
the  iron  bed.  When  the  two  dies  meet,  the  front 
of  them  shows  a  space  equal  to  the  thickness  of 
the  wire,  while  at  the  back  they  touch.  Thus, 
if  the  hammer  were  to  be  lifted  and  allowed  to 
fall  upon,  say  a  square  piece  of  iron,  the  weight  of 
the  blow  would  form  the  end  of  the  iron  into  a 
“  wedge.”  This  is  exactly  what  happens  with 
the  wires;  one  by  one  the  workman  places  them 
in  an  exact  position  upon  the  lower  die,  the 
hammer  falls,  and  the  end  is  flattened  out  wedge 
shape,  tho  part  of  the  wire  at  which  the  barb  is 
cut  remains  intact,  because  the  dies  are  arranged 
to  leave  a  space  at  the  front  exactly  the  size  of 
the  wire,  as  I  have  said.  Thus  we  have  the  wire 
barbed  and  flattened  at  the  end ;  in  another 
stamping  machine  two  cutters  are  placed  instead 
of  dies,  and  the  superfluous  metal  is  cut  away 
with  one  blow.  So  rapid  is  the  process  in  action, 
that  the  workmen  can  flatten  and  cut  the  hooks 
as  fast  as  one  can  count  them,  although  each  one 
has  to  be  handled  separately  ;  it  almost  seems  as 
though  the  man  was  operating  on  the  same  wire, 
so  rapidly  does  the  hammer  fall,  but  the  speedy 
exhaustion  of  the  hand-full  of  wires  he  is  con¬ 
tinually  diving  after  is  conclusive  proof  to  the 
contrary,  and  gradually  you  get  used  to  the  pro¬ 
cess,  and  can  watch  and  see  them  placed  between 
the  dies,  flattened  and  dropped  by  the  deft  fingers 
of  the  operator.  They  have  only  then  to  be 
finished  or  “  touched  up  ”  with  a  file,  and  there 
they  are  pointed. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  give  the  hook  its  form, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  boy  or  girl  operative 
holds  a  mould  mounted  on  a  wooden  handle, 
fashioned  like  the  pot-hook  of  our  school-boy  days. 
With  a  quick  movement  the  barb  is  hooked  round 
the  shorter  end  of  the  mould  and  a  smart  turn 
brings  the  shank  straight  with  the  shank  of  the 
mould,  and  the  hook  is  made  the  desired  shape. 
The  above  manner  of  “bending”  is  adopted  with 
best  hooks  of  the  smaller  sizes,  and  each  hook  is 
bent  separately  ;  in  common  hooks  or  large  sea- 
hooks  machines  are  used,  aud  according  to  the 
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size  of  the  wire  twenty  or  thirty  bent  at  a  time. 
The  hook  is  now  taken,  and,  by  the  aid  of  another 
ingenious  hand-machine  or  hammer  as  described 
above,  the  end  of  the  shank  is  either  ringed, 
flattened,  marked,  eyed,  or  filed  to  a  delicate  point, 
the  two  latter  processes  being  limited  to  hooks 
intended  for  salmon  or  trout  flies. 

And  then  comes  the  most  important  process  of 
all— the  hardening  of  the  hitherto  soft  steel  hook. 
This  is  carried  on  in  a  specially  constructed  build¬ 
ing,  and  consists  in  placing  the  hooks  on  large 
slabs  of  iron  and  then  sliding  them  into  a  white- 
heated  furnace,  which  is  watched  by  an  ex¬ 
perienced  workman,  who  withdraws  the  hooks 
when  they  have  assumed  a  certain  appearance 
and  plunges  them  into  a  vat  of  oil ;  this  converts 
them  into  a  highly  brittle  condition.  They  are 
then  washed  in  an  alkaline  liquor  to  free  them 
from  the  oil.  Then  ensues  the  tempering 
process.  They  are  placed  in  a  sort  of  stewpan 
together  with  a  quantity  of  fine  emery  dust, 
and  placed  over  a  charcoal  fire  and  gradually 
heated,  the  operator  the  while  continually  stir¬ 
ring  them  about  with  two  little  trowels,  so  they 
reach  the  desired  temperature  simultaneously, 
when  they  are— or  should  be — properly  tempered. 
Of  course  the  experience  of  the  operator  dictates 
the  finish  of  each  stew-pan  full,  and  this  workman 
is  always  selected  with  great  care,  as  a  vast 
responsibility  rests  with  his  intimate  and  complete 
knowledge  of  the  work  to  be  done.  The  heat 
required  in  hardening  for  each  size  of  hook  varies. 
I  need  not  impress  upon  my  readers  of  what 
vast  importance  to  us  is  this  hardening  and 
tempering  process.  Who  of  us  has  not  had 
hooks  break  or  straighten  out  with  that  “  big  fish 
of  the  day?”  The  best  hooks  are  those  which 
are  “  tested  ”  and  found  of  perfect  temper,  and 
they  are  of  course  of  the  best  price.  Those 
which,  by  some  mistake  or  accident  or  unavoid¬ 
able  chance,  are  not  deemed  A1  are  sold  at  a  con¬ 
siderably  less  price.  Some  that  are  sold  are  so 
bad  that  goodness  only  knows  what  they  are  fit  for, 
not  to  catch  fish  with,  that’s  a  certainty. 

The  hooks  are  then  scoured — i.e.,  they  are  placed 
with  water  in  oblong  barrels  which  for  one  or 
two  days  are  kept  in  motion  by  steam  power. 
This  process  removes  all  scale,  and  leaves  the 
hooks  ready  for  polishing,  which  is  performed 
in  two  ways.  The  hooks  are  placed  in  oblong 
bags  with  fine  emery  powder,  are  rapidly  shaken 
end  to  end  until  they  become  bright — much  the 
same  as  an  ostler  cleans  a  chain.  The  other  way 
is  to  place  them  in  barrels  moving  more  or  less 
rapidly  round  on  their  bases  inclined  at  an  angle 
of  forty- five  degrees  from  the  perpendicular.  It 
is  found  that  this  inclination  has  a  greater  and 
more  certain  effect  towards  the  end  in  view 
than  an  upright  or  horizontal  position  would 
have.  The  hooks  after  polishing  (some  of  them 
before,  bad  cess  to  the  makers  !)  are  then  treated 
in  the  various  methods  adopted  for  protecting  them 
against  the  action  of  the  water.  Japanning, 
tinning,  rust-proofing,  browning,  blueing,  and 
colouring  for  worm-fishing,  &c.  They  are  then 
counted  and  prepared  and  packed  in  hundreds 
and  thousands,  which  is  done  by  girls,  who  take 
up  the  hooks  with  a  knife  and  balancing  them 
on  its  edge  turn  over  their  hundreds  and  thou¬ 
sands  with  incredible  speed.  The  packages 
are  then  labelled  and  carefully  dried — as  the 
paper  has  also  been  in  which  they  are  packed — 
to  avoid  any  risk  of  rust.  They  are  then  taken 
to  the  despatching  room,  from  which  they  are 
sent  to  their  destination,  which  may  be  any 
part  of  the  world. 

Next  week  I  propose  dealing  with  another 
portion  of  my  subject,  and  drawing  attention  to 
several  special  makes  and  shapes  of  hooks. 


A  Good  “  Rise.” — Amid  all  the  hubbub  in  the 
cities,  the  British  farmer’s  hopes  are.  at  last 
founded  on  some  substantial  reasons  for  better 
prices  in  future.  Beneficed  clergymen  are  the 
last  to  proclaim  from  the  top  of  their  vicarages  or 
rectory  houses  how  some  of  them  have  pinched 
and  screwed  for  the  last  few  years  on  shrunken 
tithes,  consequent  on  the  ruinous  low  averages  of 
wheat.  The  long  lane  turning  is  at  last  reached, 
and  as  it  appears  probable  that  the  prices  of 
cereals  will  be  maintained  for  a  considerable  time 
to  come,  country  towns  more  or  less  dependent 
upon  agriculture  will  benefit  by  the  rise.— F. 


TOaltomaita 

The  long-looked-for  judgment  in  the  Thames 
fishery  case  of  Smith  v.  Andrews  has  at  length 
been  given,  and  the  result  is  much  as  anyone  who 
had  carefully  followed  the  evidence  would  have 
expected.  The  decision  is  on  nearly  all  points  in 
favour  of  Mrs.  Annie  Smith,  who  claimed  an  ex¬ 
clusive  fishery  in  the  greater  part  of  Bray  Reach, 
near  Maidenhead.  According  to  this  case,  the 
public  have  no  right  to  fish  in  the  main  channel  of 
the  river  Thames,  either  from  boat  or  from  the 
bank,  in  the  fishery  claimed  by  Mrs.  Annie  Smith. 


The  evidence  proved  beyond  question  that  the 
fishery  originally  belonged  to  the  King  as  lord  of 
the  Manor  of  Bray.  Owing  to  his  necessities, 
misfortunes,  or  extravagancies,  as  you  like  to  put 
it,  Charles  I.  sold  the  fishery  rights,  which  were 
thenceforward  in  private  hands.  There  was  a 
period  of  a  hundred  years  for  which  no  title-deeds 
could  be  produced,  but,  with  that  exception,  a 
paper  title  was  proved  from  very  early  times. 
The  documentary  title  being  good,  the  next 
question  was,  had  Mrs.  Smith  proved  by  evidence 
of  acts  of  ownership  that  she  and  her  predecessors 
had  retained  possession  of  the  fishery.  Such 
evidence  was  forthcoming  in  a  lease  granted  to 
Bond,  and  another  to  the  Thames  Trout  Club,  in 
various  other  leases,  and  in  persons  being  warned 
off  who  were  fishing.  This  was  for  the  most  part 
evidence  of  possession  of  netting  and  eel-fishing 
rights,  but  they  were  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
Court,  and  the  result  of  the  case  is,  as  I  have  said, 
that  Mrs.  Smith  has  now  the  power  to  stop  either 
angling  or  netting  in  one  of  the  reaches  of  the 
Thames  which  has  for  a  great  number  of  years 
been  extensively  fished  by  the  public  as  of  right. 


W ith  regard  to  the  question  of  private  rights  in 
other  parts  of  the  Thames,  this  case  leaves  the  ques¬ 
tion  where  “  Blount  v.  Layard  ”  left  it.  Mrs.  Smith 
did  not  succeed  as  riparian  owner,  or  owner  of  the 
banks,  but  because  she  was  able  to  prove  that  she 
had  bought  the  fishery  in  question  when  she 
bought  the  estate.  Mr.  Justice  North  was  very 
strong  on  the  point  that  the  public  could  acquire 
no  right  to  fish  in  the  Thames  by  long  user,  and 
that  above  the  tidal  portions  the  oft-quoted  clause 
from  Magna  Charta  gave  them  no  rights.  But  he 
did  not,  and  in  fact  could  not,  over-rule  the  decision 
in  “  Blount  v.  Layard,”  that  a  mere  paper  title  is 
not  sufficient  to  establish  an  exclusive  right  of 
fishery  in  the  Thames,  and  that  to  establish  such 
a  right,  possession,  as  evidenced  by  acts  of  owner¬ 
ship,  must  also  be  shown.  Both  Mr.  Blount  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were  ready  with  evidence  of  acts  of 
ownership,  and  therefore  they  succeeded  ;  but  the 
mere  riparian  owner  who  simply  claims  the  fishery 
because  he  owns  the  banks,  and  is  unable  to  show 
that  he  has  ever  exercised  the  rights  to  which  he 
lays  claim,  must  not  hope  to  succeed  in  an  action. 
Where  no  owner  is  to  be  found  there  is  obviously 
no  one  to  interfere  with  anglers.  In  law,  the 
fishery  is  not  ownerless  or  abandoned — the  owner 
is  simply  wanting,  not  to  be  discovered.  I  do  not 
think  this  statement  of  the  position  can  be 
questioned,  and  from  these  facts  it  is  clear  that 
anyone  who  accepts  leases  or  licences  to  fish  from 
persons  whose  rights  to  exclusive  fisheries  in  the 
Thames  are  very  doubtful,  only  assists  such 
persons  to  make  out  title  hereafter. 


I  promised  to  give  a  few  hints  this  week  to 
those  who  are  thinking  of  buying  hand  or  detec¬ 
tive  cameras.  There  are  many  rubbishing  things 
of  the  kind  in  the  market,  which  are  nothing 
more  or  less  than  toys,  and  give  very  poor  results. 
Hand  cameras  are  those  which  can  be  worked 
without  a  tripod,  and  requires  no  focussing  cloth. 
They  are  made  to  carry  a  number  of  plates  which 
are  shifted  into  position  by  various  mechanical 
arrangements.  They  are  mostly  used  for  taking 
instantaneous  pictures,  and  can  therefore  only  be 
used  in  bright  sunlight.  In  a  bad  light  instantaneous 
photography  is  impossible.  Many  of  these  cameras 
are  made  with  a  fixed  focus,  and  these  can  only 
be  used  for  a  limited  number  of  subjects ;  in 
others  the  camera  can  be  racked  in  or  out  by 
means  of  a  screw,  but  as  there  is  no  focussing 
glass,  the  distance  of  the  principal  object  in  the 
picture  has  to  be  guessed.  With  some  hand- 


cameras  it  is  not  possible  to  know  exactly  what 
you  are  taking.  You  simply  aim  the  camera  at 
the  object,  and  if  you  do  not  hold  it  straight  the 
result  may  be  more  curious  than  pleasing.  Other 
cameras  are  fitted  with  what  is  termed  a  finder, 
which  is,  in  fact,  a  minute  camera  con¬ 
tained  in  the  greater.  It  is  furnished  with  a  piece 
of  ground  glass  on  which  the  image  to  be  photoed 
can  be  seen.  In  lieu  of  being  charged  with  glass 
plates  the  Kodak,  and  some  other  hand  cameras 
are  loaded  with  a  roll  of  celluloid  not  much 
thicker  than  the  note-paper  on  which  the  expo¬ 
sures  are  mEfde. 


The  advantages  of  the  celluloid  roll  is  its  light¬ 
ness  and  the  large  number  of  pictures  which  can 
be  taken  without  opening  the  camera  to  recharge 
it  with  sensitive  film.  If  glass  plates  are  used,  not 
more  than  a  dozen  can  be  conveniently  carried  in 
the  camera,  on  account  of  bulk  and  weight,  but  a 
hundred  pictures  may  be  taken  on  the  roll  of 
celluloid.  The  objections  to  the  celluloid  are  that 
it  is  a  little  more  expensive  than  glass,  that  it  is 
sometimes  defective,  and  that  it  is  not  quite  so 
easy  to  take  out  of  the  camera  and  develop  as  a 
glass  plate.  If  a  few  exposures  are  cut  off  the 
roll  before  the  whole  has  been  exposed,  there  is 
some  waste. 


If  intending  to  travel  for  any  length  of  time,  I 
would  buy  a  camera  which  works  with  a  roll  of 
celluloid,  for  then  exposures  for  a  hundred  pictures 
are  contained  in  the  camera  which  need  not  be 
opened  until  the  return  home.  But  for  home  use 
I  would  prefer  one  with  glass  plates  which  I  could 
develop  easily  myself.  Cameras  to  be  avoided 
are  those  which  take  pictures  less  than  ordinary 
carte- de-visites  size  and  are  without  finder,  focussing 
apparatus,  and  some  means  of  keeping  the  shutters 
open  so  that  on  occasions  a  time  exposure  may  be 
made.  Mechanism  for  reducing  the  lens  aperture 
for  time  exposures  is  also  an  advantage.  If  space 
allows,  I  will,  next  week,  give  some  hints  on  using 
these  cameras.  Templar. 


“  STANDARD  ”  MEAT  BISCUITS  FOR  DOGS. 

The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Company,  of 
Edinburgh,  sent  us  the  other  day  some  pounds 
of  their  biscuits  to  notice  in  the  Gazette.  We 
have  had  all  kinds  of  things  sent  to  review, 
from  spring  garters  up  to  whisky  and  cham¬ 
pagne,  but  we  confess  to  feeling  at  first  a 
little  doubtful  about  dog  biscuits,  or  how  many 
the  Company  expected  us  to  eat,  when  it  suddenly 
struck  us  that  our  good  friend  and  house  protector 
“  Turk,”  a  big  Irish  terrier,  would  be  the  very 
fellow  to  consult.  He  was  out  when  we  got  home — 
he  often  is,  but  we  gave  instructions  that  some  of 
his  regulation  biscuits  and  some  of  the  “  Standard” 
were  to  be  soaked  for  him  and  the  result  reported. 
“  Please,  sir,  he  has  eaten  the  lot,”  was  the  next 
morning’s  bulletin.  This  was  satisfactory  up  to  a 
point,  especially  for  Turk,  but  it  left  the  matter 
pretty  much  as  it  was,  so  we  ordered  a  double 
portion  of  each  kind  of  biscuit  to  be  prepared  for 
his  next  meal,  and  the  “  Standard  ”  Company 
ought  to  be  proud  to  know  that  their  biscuits  took 
the  cake ;  the  others  were  not  in  it.  We  should  say 
that  if  anyone  doubts  this  we  must  refer  him  to 
“  Turk,”  merely  mentioning  in  parentheses  that 
he  is  the  terror  of  the  parish  and  sticks  to  his 
opinion,  when  he  fairly  gets  hold,  in  an  astonish¬ 
ing  manner. 


The  Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  this 
week  purchased  and  turned  into  their  waters  a  similar 
number  of  trout  fry— viz.,  five  thousand,  to  that  turned  in 
last  year.  Mr.  Diddams,  of  Hatfield,  supplied  the  fry,  and 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  a  very  large  number  of 
yearlings  are  showing  up  in  all  directions.  If  the  society 
can  receive  the  support  they  have  had  in  the  past,  they 
hope  to  add  a  similar  quantity  each  year  till  the  river  is 
well  stocked.  The  pike  are  to  be  removed  to  safer  quarters, 
that  is,  all  that  can  be  netted  out  of  the  trout  streams. 
Water  very  low,  but  fish  seem  inclined  to  move.— R.  W.  B. 


Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.— Influenza,  Coughs,  and 
Colds. — In  diseases  of  the  throat  and  chest-,  so  prevalent  in  our 
changeable  climate,  nothing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  so  certainly 
cures,  as  these  inestimable  remedies.  These  disorders  are  too  often 
neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudiciously  treated,  re¬ 
sulting  in  either  case  in  disastrous  consequences.  Whatever  the 
condition  of  the  patient,  Holloway’s  remedies  will  restore,  if 
recovery  be  possible  ;  they  will  retard  the  alarming  symptoms  till 
the  blood  is  purified  and  nature  consummates  the  cure,  gradually 
restoring  strength  and  vital  nervous  power.  By  persevering  in  the 
use  of  Holloway’s  preparations,  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomach 
and  frame  generally.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health 
after  every  other  means  had  failed. 
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THE  LATE  MR.  T.  G.  TARGETT. 


With  great  regret  we  announced  in  last  Satur¬ 
day’s  Fishing  Gazette,  the  death  of  an  old  friend, 
Mr.  Thomas  Greenslade  Targett,  of  Salisbury, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  25th  ult.,  in  the  sixty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Targett  was  well 
known  to  many  of  our  readers.  He  was  a  painter 
of  no  mean  merit,  and  established  his  fame  some 
twenty  years  ago  as  a  clever  delineator  of  fresh¬ 
water  fish.  Being  a  skilful  angler,  he  caught  the 
trout  and  grayling  he  painted  ;  also  the  coarser 
fish,  such  as  pike,  perch,  &c. ;  and,  as  he  delighted 
in  tricyling,  liis  custom  was  to  pack  fly-rod,  land¬ 
ing-net,  the  box  containing  his  paints,  &c.,  and 
with  these  impedimenta  mount  his  machine,  and 
ride  away — sometimes  many  miles — to  a  favourite 
stream,  where  he  would  capture  a  “  study,” 
and  immediately  pourtray  it  on  his  canvas,  in  all 
its  pristine  beauty,  before  the  lovely  tints  had 
time  to  fade,  and  in  this  was  the  secret  of  his 
success  as  a  painter  of  life-like  fish. 

It  will  be  in  the  remembrance  of  our  sub¬ 
scribers  that  last  Christmas  we  published  a  very 
beautiful  reproduction,  in  tinted  photo,  of  a 
Christchurch  salmon  by  Mr.  Targett,  and  on 
other  occasions  we  have  illustrated  in  coloured 
chromos  some  of  his  exquisite  groups  of  trout, 
grayling,  &c. 

It  may  truly  be  said  that  the  mantle  of  another 
first-class  piscatorial  painter  descended  on  Mr. 
Targett.  We  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  fl.  L.  Rolfe, 
who  was  his  schoolfellow,  in  later  years  his  fast 
friend,  and  his  companion  on  many  pleasant  and 
successful  angling  outings. 

We  well  remember  occasions,  when  fishing  with 
him  and  Mr.  Rolfe  on  Lord  Pembroke’s  trout  water 
at  Wilton,  having  grand  sport;  and  subsequently, 
while  pike  fishing  in  the  Avon,  our  pleasure  was 
enhanced  by  the  genuine  delight  Mr.  Targett 
showed  when  gaffing  and  landing  for  us  a  fifteen 


THE  LATE  T.  G.  TARGETT. 
Fish  Painter, 


plunder.  He  was  no  jealous  piscator,  but  a  true 
disciple  of  Izaac  Walton,  and  always  pleased  at 
the  success  of  a  fellow-angler. 

The  portrait  we  present  with  this  issue  of  the 
Pr  G.  is  from  a  photo  taken  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Targett  was  born 
apd  educated  at  Salisbury. 

In  1852  he  began  to  trade 
as  a  glass  and  china  mtr- 
cflant  at  Warminster ;  then 
became  a  collector  of  verlu, 
aid  added  photography  to 
lijs  business. 

About  1868  he  returned 
tq  his  birthplace,  and  began 
to  devote  his  time  to  paint¬ 
ing,  his  special  subjects  be¬ 
ing  fish  and  birds,  of  which 
he  became  so  clever  a 
limner  that  his  productions 
realised  good  prices,  and 
were  always  in  demand. 

On  the  19th  of  April 
last  an  accidental  blow  on 
his  left  hand,  resulting  in 
blood-poisoning,  was  the 
cause  of  his  death;  and 
after  a  week’s  illness,  in 
spite  of  the  best  medical 
advice,  he  passed  away  to 
his  rest.  Requiescat  in  pace. 

We  are  indebted  for  the 
above  information  to  Mr.  A . 

Jardine,  and  we  think  the 

following  additional  particu  -  (From 

lars  just  received  from  Dr. 

Wiblin  should  be  added  : — 

“  73,  Marland-place,  Southampton, 

“May  5,  1891. 

“  My  dear  Marston, — On  hearing  of  the  death 
of  poor  Targett,  I  wrote  to  his  niece  to  endeavour 
to  ascertain  the  particulars  of  his 
accident,  and  the  cause  of  his  death. 
I  received  the  enclosed  this  evening. 
He  was  at  my  house  three  weeks  ago, 
and  varnished  and  so  much  improved 
my  four  fish-paintings,  remarking 
“  that  they  were  the  finest  he  had 
ever  painted.”  —  Yours  always  sin¬ 
cerely,  John  Wiblin.” 

Here  is  the  letter  from  his  niece  :  — 

“  Blenheim-place, 

“  Wilton-road, 

“  Salisbury. 

“Dear  Dr.  Wiblin, — Many  thanks 
for  your  kind  sympathy.  My  dear 
uncle’s  illness  and  death  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — On  Sunday,  the  19th  of  April, 
as  he  was  putting  on  his  coat  he 
struck  his  left  hand  against  the  lock 
on  the  door  of  his  dwelling-house, 
which  caused  a  small  scratch  or  bruise, 
which  he  thought  nothing  of.  On  the 
following  Monday  he  went  to  London 
with  his  niece,  whom  he  was  taking 
home,  after  a  visit  she  had  been 
paying  him.  When  they  got  to 
Basingstoke  he  complained  of  not 
feeling  well,  and  that  his  hand 
burned,  and  he  wished  be  had  not  left 
home.  On  his  arrival  in  London  a  Dr. 
Bennett  was  called,  who  ordered  a 
linseed  poultice  to  be  applied.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  he  (the  doctor) 
saw  that  it  was  a  serious  matter,  and 
asked  that  a  physician  might  be 
called,  which  was  done  immediately, 
and  Dr.  G.  J.  B.  Stevens  was  called 
in.  They  (the  doctors)  saw  at  once 
that  extreme  measures  would  have  to 
be  resorted  to,  and  decided  on  a  surgi¬ 
cal  operation,  but  found  that  his  (the 
late  Mr.  Targett’s)  heart  was  affected 
to  such  an  extent  that  amputation 
would  have  been  fatal,  so  did  not 
resort  to  it,  but  did  everything  in  their 
power  which  offered  a  chance  of 
saving  his  life.  He  lingered  on  till 
Saturday  evening,  6.30  p.m.,  when 
he  peacefully  passed  away,  to  the  re¬ 
gret  of  all  who  knew  him. —  Yours 
truly,  H.  E.  Targett.” 


Our  illustrations  are  from  an  excellent  photo¬ 
graph  (9  x  6|)  by  Mr.  G’has.  R.  Abbot,  Church- 
street  Villa,  Fisher  ton ,  Salisbury,  who  would  doubt¬ 
less  sell  copies  to  anyone  requiring  them  if  he  still 
has  the  negative. 


A  HAMPSHIRE  TROUT. 
arCjPili Painting  ly[the  late  T.  G.  Targett ■) 

POACHING  ON  1BE  ABERDEENSHIRE 
TROUT  STREAMS. 

Proprietors  and  lessees  of  fishing  on  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Ythan,  are  complaining  bitterly 
about  poaching,  which  there  is  no  question  is 
being  carried  on  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  gangs 
of  professional  poachers  are  every  year  becoming 
more  numerous  and  more  daring.  Farther  and 
still  farther  afield  they  are  going  from  their 
haunts  in  the  towns,  till  now,  waters — the  very 
cream  of  trouting  waters — which  hitherto  have 
been  considered  beyond  their  reach  are  visited 
regularly,  and  almost  completely  emptied  of  their 
sizable  trout.  This  is  very  rough  upon  sportsmen 
who  pay  a  high  figure  for  their  trouting.  We  learn 
that  only  the  other  week  the  grand  catch  of  981b. 
weight  of  poached  trout  was  despatched  to  Aber¬ 
deen  by  train  from  a  station  on  Donside.  On  the 
upper  waters  of  Don  and  Deveron,  the  yokels, 
joskins,  clodhoppers,  and  clay-davies  still  practise 
the  old  game  of  sieving  out  the  trout  from  below 
the  banks  in  the  quiet  backwaters  where  they 
congregate  during  heavy  floods.  A  gentleman 
fishing  the  upper  waters  of  the  latter  river  writes 
that  most  of  the  trout  left  are  perfect  ridlings, 
simply  the  trash  that  from  their  smallness  have 
got  through  the  sieves.  It  is  a  thousand  pities 
that  waters  naturally  so  excellent  for  fine  large 
trout  should  be  thinned  so  ruthlessly,  and  by  such 
an  unsportsmanlike  method. 


The  Hire  Purchase  System. — As  a  warning  to 
those  who  would  obtain  goods  on  the  hiring 
system,  we  are  very  glad  to  draw  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  recent  decision  in  a  case  which  came 
before  Lord  Esher  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  in  which 
the  learned  judge  declared  that  where  the  trans¬ 
action  is  really  a  loan,  and  the  terms  of  the  security 
are  contained  in  a  document  which  is,  at  least,  a 
licence  to  take  possession  of  machinery,  or  other 
chattels,  as  security  for  a  debt,  then  it  becomes  a 
Bill  of  Sale,  and  is  invalid  unless  registered  as^ 
such.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  hire  agree-' 
ment,  which  makes  over  to  the  lender  goods  as 
security  for  a  loan,  must  be  registered  under  the 
Act  of  1878,  or  the  agreement  becomes  void. 


Conn  Testimonial  Fund. — Will  the  gentlemen 
who  served  on  the  above  committee  be  good 
enough  to  call  on  Mr.  Clarke,  Rising  Sun,  Harper- 
street,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  receive  back  the 
amount  they  paid  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  the 
amount  having  been  received  from  quite  an  un¬ 
expected  quarter. 

i 
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ANSWER  TO  CORRESPONDENT. 

T.  M.  Thompson  (Pooley  Bridge,  Penrith)  : 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock^and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  make 
them. 


Comspotttetm 


“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  CONNEMARA. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  Connemara  Fishing  Club  is 
now  fairly  established,  and  has  secured  water  for 
the  forthcoming  season  it  would  be  a  great  boon  if 
you  or  your  correspondents  would  give  some  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  tackle  needed  and  the  accom¬ 
modation  to  be  obtained.  With  regard  to  the 
former,  it  would  be  well  for  intending  visitors  to 
know  the  average  and  maximum  weight  of  fish, 
general  stamp  of  flies,  whether  quiet  or  gaudy. 

Other  tackle  which  is  allowed  and  is  useful,  as 
in  some  waters  artificial  minnows  are  not  allowed, 
and  in  others  live  minnows  cannot  be  procured. 
It  is  also  well  to  know  a  small  collection  of  fly- 
tying  materials  containing  standard  colours 
in  use  on  the  waters,  as  one  can  often  tie  a 
fly  which  will  kill  in  a  few  minutes,  whereas 
if  necessary  to  send  away  for  it,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  its  use  has  passed  away  before  its 
arrival. 

Accommodation  may  be  divided  into  two 
sorts  :  (1)  Permanent  headquarters  ;  (2)  Such 
as  one  can  get  when  trying  new  or  outlying 
waters. — Yours,  &c.,  J.  E.  G. 


GUT  UNDER  THE  MAGNIFYING 
GLASS. 

Sir, — Some  time  ago  an  article  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  subject  of  drawn 
gut,  and  questions  have  since  appeared  in  the 
correspondence  as  to  the  relative  strength  ( f 
drawn  and  undrawn  gut  of  equal  sectional 
area.  I  have  for  years  been  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  drawn  gut  has  not  nearly  so 
high  a  breaking  strain  as  undrawn  ;  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  fact,  not  opinion,  that  it  is  not  by 
a  long  way  as  durable.  I  think  every  trout 
fisher  will  agree  with  me  that  after  a  very 
little  use  a  cast  of  drawn  gut,  either  in  fly 
or  worm  fishing,  presents  a  worn  and  frayed 
appearance  and  becomes  very  limp.  I  think 
also  fly  fishers  will  be  unanimous  in  their 
experience  as  to  the  greater  ease  in  casting 
a  good  line  with  a  cast  of  undrawn  over  one 
of  drawn  gut,  owing  to  the  limp  flaccid  state 
the  latter  soon  gets  into.  These  are  my 
opinions  and  experiences  in  this  connection 
as  an  angler.  When  reading  the  article 
referred  to  I  made  up  my  mind  to  try  if  my 
experience  as  a  microscopist  would  throw  any 
light  on  the  structure  of  gut  and  the  cause  of  the 
damage  in  drawing  it.  First  of  all  I  cut  a  piece 
of  ordinary  medium-sized  undrawn  gut,  0  0134in. 
in  diameter,  into  £in.  lengths,  and  stained  it  in  a 
weak  aqueous  solution  of  Fuschine  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  At  the  end  of  this  time  it  seemed  to 
the  naked  eye  to  be  well  stained.  I  then 
embedded  about  five  of  the  £in.  lengths  in  rather 
hard  paraffin.  I  cut  the  sections  in  a  Cathcart 
microtome,  but  found  the  imbedding  material 
hardly  hard  enough  to  resist  the  pressure  neces¬ 
sary  to  get  the  knife  through.  This  was  consider¬ 
able  and  caused  the  gut  to  drag  slightly.  In 
future  I  would  only  imbed  one  piece  in  the 
paraffin,  as  I  found  it  was  most  difficult  to  cut,  and 
I  got  very  few  sections  that  were  of  any  use  out 
of  about  one  hundred.  However,  I  got  one  fair 
section  and  mounted  it  in  balsam.  After  examin¬ 
ing  it  from  40  up  to  400  diameters  I  found  that 
the  stain  barely  penetrated  the  outside ;  in  fact, 
appeared  only  to  be  deposited  on  it.  Round  the 
outside  of  the  section  there  was  a  clear  homo¬ 
genous  ring  about  one-sixth  of  the  radius  in 
breadth.  Within  this  there  was  clearly  fibrous 
tissue,  the  bundles  of  fibres  having  less  homo¬ 
genous  connective  tissue  in  the  centre.  I  think, 
Mr.  Editor,  you  will  understand  this  better  by 


referring  to  the  photograph  which  I'itook  -of  the 
section-magnified  155  diameters,  ajprint  of  which 
I  enclose.  You  will  probably  see  the  'section  is 
not  quite  a  transverse  one,  being  slightly  oblique. 
This  was  owing  to  the  dragging  during  cutting, 
but  so  long  as  the  direction  of  the  section  is 
understood  it  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  fibrous 
structure  of  the  gut.  I  think  the  apparent  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  gut  quite  accounts  for  the  inferiority 
of  drawn  gut,  as  during  the  drawing  the  outside 
homogenous  layer  or  skin  is  removed  and  the 
fibrous  tissue  exposed,  resulting  during  use  in 
the  absorption  of  water,  causing  limpness  and 
consequent  wearing  and  fraying  of  the  fibres. 
The  smaller  the  gut  is  drawn  the  worse  it  will 
be,  as  the  centre  is  the  most  broken  up  into 
fibres. 

I  think,  Mr.  Editor,  most  of  your  readers  will 
understand  this,  though  they  cannot  see  the  print, 
but  if  not  let  them  draw  a  piece  of  Malacca  cane 
and  see  what  is  left.  The  result  is  similar  to 
drawing  gut.  Of  course,  I  use  drawn  gut  in  clear 
water  simply  because  I  cannot  get  undrawn  as 
fine,  but  for  no  other  reason. 

Hoping  I  have  not  taken  up  too  much  of  your 
space, — Yours  faithfully,  James  More,  Jun. 

14,  Lydon-road,  Clapham. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  More  for  his  in¬ 
teresting  letter.  We  give  below  a  photographic 
reproduction  of  his  section  of  gut.— Ed.] 


Silk-worm  Gut  Undrawn),  Magnified  155  Diameters. 


A  PERTINENT  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  who  has  had  six¬ 
teen  blank  days  running  would  like  to  know  why 
do  salmon  not  take  salmon  flies  ? 

I  think  your  correspondent  “  E.  E.  H.”  is  partly 
right  in  the  fish  getting  annoyed  at  the  sight  of 
them,  as  in  my  experience  they  often,  instead  of 
opening  their  mouths  when  rising  at  them,  simply 
jump  on  top  of  them,  and  so  often  get  foul  hooked. 
To  this  cause  I  also  put  down  many  of  the  pulls 
one  gets  that  are  put  down  to  short  rising. — Yours 
truly,  George  H.  Logan. 


THE  VORACITY  OF  TROUT. 

Sir, — I  had  rather  an  ignominious  inauguration 
of  my  trout  fishing  this  season,  but  there  was 
rather  a  curious  incident  connected  with  it  that 
may  be  of  interest  to  my  brother  anglers.  I 
happened  to  be  staying  with  a  friend  at  the  end 
of  April  in  a  certain  home  county  where  the  trout 
fishing  on  the  only  stream  near  did  not  open 
till  May.  But  my  friend  had  a  friend  who  had 
a  small  pond  or  two  on  his  estate,  in  which 
there  were  some  big  trout ;  but,  alas,  they  would 
not  rise  to  a  fly,  and  if  we  were  to  have  aDy 
fishing  at  all  it  must  be  with  a  worm.  I  shrank 
from  the  idea  of  fishing  for  trout  with  a  worm, 


but  if  we  were  to  fish  at  all,  nothing  else  could 
be  done,  so^I  submitted  to  the  ignominy,  and  we 
went  to  thefsaid  pond  forlan|Jhour  or  two.  My 
friend  put  on  a  big  lob,  and  very  soon  was  into  a 
big  trout.  He  called  to  me  to  land  him,  and  I 
very  soon  did  so,  for  he  was  as  sluggish  as  a 
carp,  only  more  so,  and  I  never  saw  a  trout  show 
so  little  play  or  die  so  soon.  He  weighed  on  the 
dead  weight  scales  lflb.  But  this  is  the  curious 
thing,  that  when  I  opened  hi3  mouth  to  take  out 
the  hook,  his  tongue  appeared  to  be  swollen  to 
an  enormous  size. 

“  Did  you  ever  see  such  a  tongue  ?  ”  I  said,  and 
then  in  the  same  breath,  “  Why,  his  mouth  is  full 
of  something  ;  get  out  your  knife  and  pick  it  out,” 
when  lo  !  it  turned  out  to  be  a  big  frog  quite  per- 
feet,  legs  and  all.  And  lower  down  in  his  throat 
we  found  a  congested  mass  of  sticks  and  leaves, 
and  yet  with  his  mouth  thus  crammed,  his  in¬ 
satiate  maw  lusted  for  a  big  lob. — Very  truly 
yours,  _ Cotswold  Isys. 

TROUT  WITH  WELL-DEVELOPED  ROE  IN 
APRIL. 

Sir, — On  April  22,  when  fishing  on  the  Tay  about 
two  miles  above  Perth,  I  had  a  fair  basket  of 
whitlings  and  some  good  specimens  of  the  Salmo 
fario,  or  common  brown  trout.  Amongst  the 
latter  was  a  beautiful  plump  fish,  about  lib.  in 
weight,  which  I  sent  to  the  kitchen  to  be  cooked 
for  dinner.  The  cook  sent  it  back  so  that  I 
might  see  the  quantity  of  roe  it  contained. 
This  appeared  to  be  about  half  grown ;  and 
during  a  long  experience  of  sixty-three  years’ 
angling  I  am  not  aware  of  ever  having  seen 
roe  so  far  developed  in  a  trout  at  such  an 
early  date,  so  I  have  it  preserved  in  spirits  as 
a  curiosity.  If  that  trout  had  lived  it  must 
have  spawned  about  the  middle  of  June ; 
and  it  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  trout 
in  the  belt  state  are  never  met  with  in  August 
or  September. 

Again,  on  the  25th  of  April  I  had  two  trout 
under  ^lb.  each,  which  both  contained  roe  in 
a  less  developed  state,  but  I  have  not  met 
with  a  male  trout  having  its  milt  developed 
so  early. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  brother  anglers 
inform  me  if  ever  they  have  met  with  trout 
in  a  similar  condition  so  early  in  the  season  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Jno.  MacVine. 

Perth. 

[It  is  by  no  means  such  an  unusual  occur¬ 
rence  as  Mr.  MacVine  seems  to  imagine. 
Mr.  Andrews,  the  well  known  pisciculturist, 
says : — “  I  have  had  them  with  the  spawn 
fully  developed  in  April  and  May ;  and  in 
June  last  season  I  caught  a  female  trout 
with  the  May-fly,  when  healthy  ripe  eggs 
came  away  as  I  unhooked  her.  But  I  have 
often  found  that  if  the  ova  remains  in  the 
body  of  the  parent  too  long  all  the  eggs  have 
a  small  red  nucleus,  which  shows  that  they 
are  incapable  of  receiving  impregnation,  even 
if  a  male  could  be  found  ready.  The  long 
frost  of  the  last  winter  retarded  the  spawn¬ 
ing  of  some  of  my  wild  trout  in  ponds  which 
were  frozen  over,  and  instead  of  taking  the 
eggs  in  the  beginning  of  December  it  was  early 
in  March  before  the  ice  had  disappeared,  with  the 
result  that  almost  all  the  ova  showed  the  little 
ominous  red  nucleus,  and  could  not  be  fertilised. 
If,  after  taking  the  eggs  from  a  spawning  trout, 
she  is  killed  and  cut  open,  the  formation  of  next 
year’s  ovaries  can  be  seen. — Ed.] 


EYED  HOOKS. 

Sir,— I  cannot  improve  upon  Mr.  Halford’s 
statement  in  his  chapter  on  eyed  hooks  (Floating 
Flies  and  how  to  dress  them)  of  the  advantages 
of  these  hooks,  in  every  word  of  which  I  concur. 

I  do  not  consider  increased  weight  of  hook  any 
disadvantage,  and  I  dress  my  own  floaters  on 
much  stouter  wires  than  the  ordinary.  I  find  the 
increased  weight  brings  the  fly  down  cocked  more 
certainly  than  lighter  wires. 

I  have  never  experienced  the  difficulty  of  putting 
on  eyed  flies  with  cold  fingers,  but  I  have  doae 
so  in  the  dusk. 

I  never  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  “  set  ” 
straight  with  turned-up  eyes  and  the  Turle  knot. 

In  economy  the  eyed  hook  has  a  very  decided 
advantage,  and  the  gut  can  be  more  easily  suited 
to  the  state  of  the  water. — Yours.  &c., 

Vai,  Consqn. 


May  16,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


THE  GREEN  FLY.— GEEN’S  SPIRAL 
MINNOW. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  thank  Mr.  William  Brown 
for  his  information.  I  have  also  received  a  letter 
from  the  gentleman  who  invented  the  Green  Fly 
(Green  Peacock),  asking  me  to  give  it  and  the 
other  flies  he  mentions  a  thorough  trial,  which  I 
shall  have  great  pleasure  in  doing.  In  answer  to 
Mr.  George  Pearson’s  inquiry  where  the  salmon 
sizes  of  Geen’s  Spiral  Minnow  can  be  procured, 
I  beg  to  say  I  got  mine  through  a  local  fishing- 
tackle  maker  here,  Mr.  Septimus  Price,  High- 
street,  Builth  ;  and  have  also  received  a  price  list 
from  Mr.  Walbran,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 
quoting  all  sizes  from  |in.  up'to  3in. 

Northwood,  Builth.  John  Hotchkis. 


SEA  TROUT  IN  SPRING. 

Sir, — I  notice  Duinne  Mor’s  interesting  note  on 
the  above  in  your  issue  of  May  2,  and  with  your 
permission  I  should  like  to  ask  him  one  or  two 
questions  on  the  subject. 

Do  the  sea  trout  that  run  in  March  and  April 
into  the  freshwater  lochs  in  South  Uist,  which  he 
names,  remain  in  these  lochs  till  just  before 
spawning  time  ?  Are  they  fish  that  had  spawned 
the  previous  autumn  and  descended  early,  or  are 
they  fish  that  had  not  spawned,  and  thus  from 
being  barren  had  not  required  to  run  inland  with 
the  others  at  that  time  ?  If  so,  they  ought,  like 
early  spring  salmon,  to  be  of  their  kind  the  best- 
conditioned  fish  of  the  year. 

Duinne  Mor  will  also,  perhaps,  very  kindly 
mention  the  rivers  of  Islay  in  which  during  spring 
fresh-run  sea  trout  are  to  be  found  in  good  num¬ 
bers,  and  say,  at  the  same  time,  if  the  duration 
of  the  stay  of  these  fish  in  the  fresh  water  extends 
till  the  time  when  they  descend  as  kelts  ? 

H.  Munro  Mac. 

N.B. — It  is  remarkably  rare  for  fresh-run  sea 
trout  in  any  numbers  to  be  found  inland,  even  the 
short  distance  of  a  few  miles  from  the  tideway, 
before  May.  For  the  cases  of  a  proper  natural 
run  before  that  time,  which  Duinne  Mor  cites, 
there  must  be  some  good  reason.  That  reason  it 
will  interest  me  very  greatly  to  learn. 


SCOTCH  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  observe  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette 
that  “  A.  H.”  says,  “  The  nets  in  Thurso  Bay  are 
already  dealt  with.”  I  am  glad  to  hear  it ;  but 
should  like  to  ask  “  A.  H.”  as  a  piece  of  informa¬ 
tion — Have  the  nets  been  removed  ?  and  is  there 
during  the  lease  of  the  sportsmen  who  have  rented 
the  Thurso  fishings  to  be  no  netting  at  all  in 
Thurso  Bay  ?  This  I  specially  wish  to  know. — 
Yours,  &c.,  H.  Munro  Mac. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 

Sir, — Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Dove,  Barritstown,  Co. 
Kildare,  are  the  first  party  who  have  fished  Lough 
Mask  this  season.  They  fished  on  the  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  inst.  ;  in  all  twenty-three  trout ;  weight, 
2£lb.  and  3|lb.  each ;  and  Mrs.  Dove  caught  on  the 
Throwl  a  191b.  pike  and  one  trout,  31b.,  caught  on 
the  fly.  I  expect  good  fishing  by  the  middle  of 
the  month,  when  the  May-fly  will  appear. — Yours, 
&c.,  Scyman  Summerly,  Fisherman. 

Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


EELS. 

Sir, — It  being  now  close  time  for  all  kinds  of 
fish  excepting  trout,  and  the  fishing  clubs  at  the 
East-end  of  London  almost  deserted,  I  should  like 
to  suggest  that  eel  fishing  should  be  encouraged 
by  the  clubs.  I  mean  sniggling  for  them  only,  as 
I  consider  that  fishmg  with  hook  and  line  during 
fence  months  unsportsmanlike,  and  ought  to  be 
discouraged.  Sniggling  for  eels  I  have  followed 
for  some  thirty  years,  and  I  am  sure  anglers  will 
find  it  a  pleasant  change  from  roach  fishing,  and 
it  affords  good  sport  without  interfering  with  the 
fish  while  spawning.  I  have  never  heard  whether 
Mr.  Mundella’s  Act  bars  us  from  sniggling.  I 
shall  be  glad  if  you  could  inform  me,  and  if  some 
of  our  angling  friends  would  express  an  opinion 
on  the  above,  I  should  feel  obliged. — Yours 
respectfully,  G.  Swinerton, 

Member  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers. 

10,  Ware-street,  Kingsland-road. 


WICKER  V.  WOODEN  CREELS. 

Sir,— I  notice  you  say  in  your  issue  of  May  2, 
“  There  is  no  receptacle  for  the  conveyance  of  fish 
equal  to  a  wooden  one.”  I  thought  so  once,  but 
found  that  while  in  appearance  the  fish  kept  better 
in  a  wooden  creel  (remaining  bright  and  supple,  as 
against  the  stiff  crinkly  appearance  induced  by 
carriage  in  the  wicker  basket),  the  quality  of  the 
fish  for  the  table  was  inferior  to  the  quality  of 
wicker-carried  fish. 

An  illustration  may  prove  this :  If  we  wish  to 
keep  ripe  pears,  we  hang  each  separately  by  a 
string  in  a  cool  larder,  the  air  having  free  access 
all  round.  If  we  wish  to  ripen  winter  pears,  we 
put  them  all  together  in  a  box — shut  up — on  the 
kitchen  shelf. 

I  think,  therefore,  fish  will  keep  longer  in  a 
wicker  than  a  wooden  creel,  and  have  returned  to 
my  first  love — the  old-fashioned  pannier. — Yours, 
&c.,  Henry  Brighouse. 

[We  confess  we  never  discovered  any  difference 
in  the  flavour  of  fish  carried  in  a  wooden  creel  and 
those  carried  in  a  wicker  creel ;  but  then  they 
were  never  long  enough  in  either  to  affect  the 
flavour.  It  is  quite  possible  Mr.  Brighouse  is 
right.  To  test  the  matter,  six  trout  should  be  put 
into  a  wicker  creel  and  six  into  a  wooden  creel, 
and  then  notes  taken  of  the  comparative  rate  of 
decomposition.  If  Mr.  Brighouse  is  right,  the  fish 
in  the  wooden  creel  ought  to  smell  bad  much 
sooner  than  those  in  the  wicker  creel. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  GUERNSEY  END  OF  MAY. 

Sir, — Will  you  please  inform  me  in  your  next 
issue  what  fishing  is  to  be  had  round  Guernsey 
during  the  latter  part  of  this  month,  and  what 
tackle  is  required  ? — I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Balham. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Sir, — Since  my  last  letter  the  following  amounts 
have  been  received  : — “  A  Sympathiser  of  Epping,” 
3s.  6d. ;  David  Pithouse,  North  Star,  Langley,  Is., 
and  collected  at  the  Jubilee  visit,  Mr.  Pink,  5s. ; 
Mr.  Ransom,  2s.  6d. ;  and  Brother  Anglers,  5s. 
Thanking  the  above  donors, — I  am,  yours  truly, 

-  Benjamin  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

P.S. — Postal  orders  and  cheques  to  be  crossed 
“Alliance  Bank  and  Co.” 


RYPECK  OR  RIPECK. 

Sir,— Will  Mr.  Sargeant  kindly  say  if  he  has 
seen  a  river  inch,  and  if  so,  describe  the  same.  I 
have  not  seen  one.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
Mr.  Sachs  is  not  right,  but  I  can  see  nothing 
bandy,  twisted,  a-squint,  or  awry  in  the  following 
letter  Y. — I  am,  &c.,  The  0.  O.  D. 


Dear  Sir, — As  the  interest  in  this  word  appears 
to  be  still  maintained,  may  I  suggest  that  it  is 
probably  derived  from  the  Latin  word  “ripa,” 
a  bank— the  same  root  from  which  we  have 
“  riparian,”  &c.  ? 

This  is  perhaps  a  long  shot  at  a  derivation  ; 
but  it  is  certainly  not  so  much  awry  as  one  we 
have  heard  recently. — Yours,  &c., 

E.  Y.  Powell. 


BICKERDYKE  SPECIALITIES. 

Sir, — As  I  notice  my  name  mentioned  and  an 
extract  given  from  my  price  list,  kindly  allow 
me  to  explain  that  I  can  only  account  for  the 
swivel  bearing  “  Mr.  Bickerdyke’s  ”  name  from 
its  being  illustrated  and  mentioned  by  him  on 
page  44  of  his  book  on  the  Pike  ;  perhaps  Mr. 
Warner,  of  Redditch,  who  supply  the  Bicker- 
dyke  specialities,  can  enlighten  your  correspon¬ 
dent  and  others. — Yours,  &c.,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 


THE  STANDARD  OF  FISH  WEIGHABLE 
AT  LONDON  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  appeal,  through  the 
medium  of  your  columns,  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  assured  me  during  the  past  two  years 
they  sincerely  wish  to  see  the  standard  of  fish 
weighable  at  clubs  considerably  increased.  They 
have  an  opportunity  of  proving  their  sincerity 
and  considerably  assisting  Messrs.  Wheeldon, 


Jardine,  Brougham,  Beckett,  Wade,  and  myself, 
in  promoting  the  views  we  all  so  earnestly  wish 
to  see  generally  adopted. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  large  room  of  tho 
Queen’s  Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea  Park,  on 
Tuesday,  May  19,  and  anglers  aro  invited  to 
attend  and  discuss  the  matter.  The  gentlemen 
mentioned  above  will  address  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  room  is  easily  get-at-able  from 
any  part  of  London  by  ’bus  or  rail. 

The  meetings  of  the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling 
Society  are  held  at  this  hotel,  and  the  members 
have  already  increased  the  standard  of  fish 
weighable  in  their  club. 

I  would  especially  appeal  to  such  clubs  as  the 
Gresham,  Clapton,  Silver  Trout,  New  Albion, 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  Greenwich,  Walton  and  Cot¬ 
ton,  Blackfriars,  Highbury,  Mildmay,  Junior  Pis- 
catorials,  and  Woolwich  Brothers,  to  do  what 
they  can  to  further  the  object  we  have  in  view. 
Rest  assured  the  ball  has  started  and  only  wants 
to  be  kept  going  and  it  will  quickly  cover  all  the 
ground.— I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 


FISHING  AROUND  SOUTH  MOLTON, 
DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — From  the  letter  of  “  J.  Bawden,” 
under  the  above  heading,  in  your  last  issue,  it 
would  be  supposed  that  there  remains  no  open 
fishing  on  the  three  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood 
— viz.,  the  Mole,  Bray,  and  Nymph,  whereas  the 
contrary  is  the  case,  for  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland, 
Bart.,  who  owns  nearly  the  whole  of  the  river 
frontage  from  South  Molton  to  Alswere  (a  dis¬ 
tance  of  nearly  three  miles)  freely  allows  anyone 
with  rod  and  line,  to  fish ;  this  is  on  the  Mole. 
Then  Messrs.  Riccard  and  Son,  Lord  Poltimore’s 
agents,  give  tickets,  on  application,  to  fish  on  his 
lordship’s  waters,  viz.,  the  Upper  Mole  and  Bray, 
each  stretch  of  water  being  about  two  miles.  No 
one  knows  better  than  “  J.  Bawden  ”  that  there 
exists  in  this  neighbourhood  a  small  landowner, 
who  owns  a  mile  or  two  of  fishing,  who  has  closed 
it  against  the  public,  but  it  is  totally  misleading 
to  suppose  that  on  this  account  the  rivers  around 
here  are  inaccessible  to  fishermen. 

Many  fishermen  have  already  been  on  our  waters 
and  have  had  good  sport,  and  it  is  hoped  we  may 
see  many  more  ere  the  season  closes. 

In  addition  to  the  fishing  already  mentioned, 
Mr.  S.  P.  Kelland,  George  Hotel,  has  a  stretch  of 
water  on  the  river  Mole,  which  is  available  to 
those  putting  up  at  his  hotel. — Yours,  &c., 

A  SOUTHMOLTONIAN. 


Dear  Sir, — Seeing  a  letter  in  your  last  issue 
signed  “  J.  Bawden,”  deprecating  visitors  (or,  as 
he  styles  them,  “  strangers  ”)  coming  here  to  enjoy 
the  sport,  he  bases  his  contention  on  the  numbers 
and  the  wading  in  streams.  Now,  if  my  recollec- 
tion  serves  me  right,  Mr.  Bawden  was  the  first  to 
introduce  that  practice  in  this  neighbourhood,  for 
I  well  remember  his  showing  my  late  father — I 
should  think  thirty  years  ago — a  new  sort  of 
wading  boots.  I  have  heard  charity  should  begin  at 
home,  for  as  I  was  enjoying  a  quiet  bit  of  fly  fish¬ 
ing  on  Monday  last,  I  was  suddenly  stopped  by 
meeting  Mr.  Bawden’s  nephew  wading  up-stream, 
on  property  he  had  no  more  right  on  than  I  had. 
Surely  those  who  are  so  strict  preservers  them- 
selves  should  leave  other  persons  alone. — Yours 
truly,  _ Fly  Fisher. 

Sir, — I  observe  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  tho 
9th  inst.  from  the  Rev.  Joshua  Bawden,  of  this 
town,  under  this  head. 

Permit  me  to  inform  your  readers  that  Mr. 
Bawden’s  letter  is  evidently  intended  to  warn  off 
gentlemen  (whom  his  reverence  terms  “  strangers  ”) 
who  may  see  my  advertisement  in  your  Gazette. 

I  will  not,  however,  trouble  to  go  into  the  details 
of  the  letter,  but  will  only  mention  that  gentlemen 
under  whose  eyes  his  letter  may  have  come  may 
safely  pass  Mr.  Bawden’s  kindly  warning  over  un¬ 
heeded,  as,  instead  of  my  having  two  or  three 
fields  adjoining  the  river  to  “  swear  by,”  I  can 
place  several  miles  of  fishing  to  the  convenience 
and  enjoyment  of  gentlemen  staying  at  my  hotel, 
and  that  free  from  any  lawful  interruption  by  the 
rev.  gentleman  or  any  other  person,  and  I  will 
personally  hold  myself  responsible  for  and  defend 
any  action  such  as  Mr.  Bawden  suggests  might  be 
taken. — Yours  faithfully,  S.  P.  Kelland. 

George  Hotel,  South  Molton. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  ANGLING  SEASON  (1890)  AT 
ALTNACEALGACH. 


As  trout  angling  has  now  commenced  on  the  cluster  of 
lochs  named  Veyatie,  Boarlan,  Cama,  Urigill,  Inheallain, 
and  others  around  Altnacealgach,  a  few  statistics  of  last 
season’s  sport,  culled  from  the  well-kept  register  at  the 
hotel,  may  be  of  interest  to  the  angler.  This  year  the 
ice  was  broken,  so  to  speak,  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  Shrewsbury, 
who  started  fishing  on  Loch  Boarlan  on  the  29th  ult.  Last 
year  angling  did  not  commence  until  the  7th  of  May,  and 
from  that  day  onward  to  the  30th  2,145  trout,  aggregating 
63141b  in  weight,  were  landed,  besides  four  Salmo  ferox, 
which  weighed  in  all  1641b.  June  yielded  6,075  trout, 
weighing  1, 86741b.,  and  nine  Salmo  ferox,  which  aggregated 
4041b.  The  basket  for  July  amounted  to  the  almost 
incredible  figures  of  8,070  trout,  weighing  2,62911b. ;  eight 
Salmo  ferox,  271b. ;  and  one  grilse  of  44  lb.  The  totals  for  | 
August  were  3,410  trout,  1, 1211b.,  and  three  ferox,  9|lb. ;  I 
and  for  September,  up  to  and  including  the  23rd,  2,626 


trout,  902Rb.,  and  three  Salmo  ferox,  91b.  The  grand  totals 
for  the  season  were  22,326  trout,  7, 15141b. ;  27  Salmo  ferox, 
i  10231b. ;  and  one  grilse,  411b.  The  total  weight  of  all  fish 
I  landed  with  the  rod  from  7th  May  to  23rd  September  is 
I  thus  equal  to  3tns.  4cwt.  3qrs.  and  71b.  In  the  course  of  the 
season  108  baskets  ranged  in  weight  from  201b.  up  to  611b.; 
and  25  baskets  made  100  trout  up  to  177.  The  heaviest 
individual  basket  of  the  season  was  made  on  Loch 
Inheallain,  on  19th  June,  by  Mr.  Tonge,  who  landed  177 
trout.  611b.  On  the  23rd  June  the  same  angler,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  119  trout,  2321b.,  Mr.  Campbell,  9th,  133  trout,'  341b. 
On  8th  July  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford,  on  Loch  Urigill,  107  trout, 
341b. ;  and  on  10th  July,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  103  trout,  3341b. 
On  4th  July,  Mr.  Highet,  on  Loch  Ailsh,  108  trout,  3341b.; 
and  on  7th  July,  Mr.  Hogue,  on  Loch  Urigill,  130  trout,  351b. 
Amongst  those  equally  successful  were  Mr.  Bracewell. 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Peel ;  Mr.  Miller;  Messrs.  Thomson  and 
Malcolm;  Dr.  Malcolm;  Messrs.  Cox  and  Stephenson, 
Messrs.  (Rev.  J.)  Milne  and  knowles,  and  a  number  of 
others.— McB. 


ONE  PENNY  SPECIMEN  14d.  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

J3eautifut  (¥toui)er4 

tyrof  tabte  *&arden6 

Read  mmm  gardening. 

A  Reader's  Success. — "  Being  a  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
that  my  success  is  entirely  due  to  the  information  you  give 
every  week.” — W.  B. 

Coloured  Plate  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate- street,  E.O. 


Ventilated  Fishing1  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c. 
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11 STMN3 

or  AMES  OGDI 

28,  Winchcomb  Street,  Cheltenhg 

a.N, 

im. 

ery  Description 

0DS,  £i  is. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly 

Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  ev 
of  Fishing  Tackle. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S 

MULTUM  in  PARV0  FLY  R 

HIS  CELEBRATED  TROUT  FLIES,  Etc., 

Can  only  be  obtained  in  Cheltenham  at  the  Old  Shop,  28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  where  all  practical 
work  is  done  by  the  same  experienced  hands  as  employed  for  so  many  years  past. 


N-B.-NO  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  PERSONS  ASSUMING  THE  SAME  NAME. 


Est.  1818. 
Ten  Prize  Medals 


THE  SPORTSMAN’S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 


Gold  Medals 
Paris,  1878. 
London,  1884. 


ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETER  F.  HEERING, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales 

Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


BRADDELL’S  “FLEXIBLE  GRIP”  RODS 


As  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Editor  "Fishing  Gazette and  numerous  other  noted 
Anglers  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad. 

FigJ, 


Figaro  1  shows  how  Spring  of  our  “  Flexible  Grip"  Rods  is  carried  down  to  Reel. 
Figure  2  shows  ordinary  Wood  or  Cork  Grip  Rods,  Spring  Stopping  at  end  of  Handle. 

PRICES  FROM  20s.  UPWARDS. 


General  Catalogue,  08  pages,  illustrated  with  over  100  woodouts,  and  containing  fishery  map  of  Irelan 
Bpecially  drawn  for  the  work  by  J.  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  post-free,  3d.  Samples  of  Ulster  Silk  Lines,  pos 
free.  Annual  gat  and  oast  list  post-free. 

SALMON  FLIES  FOR  EVERY  RIVER  IN  IRELAND. 

JOS.  BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castlo  Flaoo,  BELFAST, 


SPECIALITIES  for  SCOTCH 
LOCHS  AND  RIVERS. 

The  finest  collection  of  LOCH  FLIES 
in  Scotland. 

Send  for  particulars  to — 

J.  T.  THOMPSON,  15,  Frederick  St.,  Edinburgh. 

SCOTCH- TWEEDS, 

ALL  WOOL. 

Write  direct  for  Patterns  of  Scotch  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen’s  Wear;  also  Ladies’ 
Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Costume  Cloths,  Knee  Rugs,  Blankets,  &o. 
Shooting,  Fishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a  Speciality. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Langhaugh  Mill,  Galashiels,  N.B., 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAIL 


W.  H.  THOMAS, 

PR  ACL  CAL  TAILOR,  16,  King  St„  MAIDSTONE. 

Anglers  should  send  for  particulars  of  THE  NEW  ANGLING 
SUIT  designed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  most  comfortable  suit  ever  made.  By  special  arrangement  W.  H.  T.  will 
make  up  any  of  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott’s  famous  Scotch  Tweeds. 

Mr.  W,  H.  T.  attends  every  week  in  London. 


SUPPLEMENT 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


A  meeting  of  representatives  from  the  various 
districts  comprising  the  Manchester  and  Districts 
Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association  was  held  at 
Farnvvorth,  near  Bolton,  on  Saturday  last.  This 
association  was  founded  some  twelve  years  ago 
for  the  purpose  of. federating  the  various  clubs,  so 
that  united  action  could  be  taken  in  dealing  with 
the  various  railway  companies  in  obtaining  con¬ 
cessions  to  anglers  respecting  fares  paid  to  the 
various  fishing  resorts.  No  doubt  in  the  past 
much  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  associa¬ 
tion  in  this  line  ;  but  since  the  various  railway  com¬ 
panies  have  decided  to  issue  the  said  tickets  to  all  anglers 
upon  presentation  of  their  tackle,  it  is  a  question  whether 
there  is  any  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  For  the  last  three  years  there  is  nothing  to  show  for 
the  money  spent  on  their  meetings,  and  the  persistent  re¬ 
fusal  to  support  the  delegates  to  the  Northern  Anglers’ 
Association  shows  the  want  of  appreciation  for  an  organi¬ 
sation  possessing  great  legislative  power  and  meriting  the 
fullest  support  of  every  angler.  The  meeting  on  Saturday 
was  no  exception  to  the  general  meetings  of  past  years, 
save  that  a  great  amount  of  time  was  spent  in  explaining 
an  unpleasant  item  of  friction  lately  existing  through  the 
indiscretion  of  an  official,  who  at  this  meeting  had  to  climb 
down  pretty  considerably  from  the  position  he  had 
assumed.  _ 


Mr.  Statter,  of  Oldham,  is  still  persevering  with 
his  visits  to  various  clubs  in  and  around  his  own  district, 
and  wherever  he  goes  is  cordially  welcomed.  His  object  is 
a  good  one,  and  we  look  for  great  and  beneficial  results 
from  his  generous  enterprise  in  trying  to  bring  outside 
clubs  into  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association. 


Tite  new  organisation  at  Bolton  is  still  progressing  in  its 
lately-acquired  position  as  a  separate  centre  of  the  N.  A.  A. 
The  vigour  displayed  by  the  members  is  worthy  of  emula¬ 
tion  by  many  other  of  our  Lancashire  towns  in  their 
organisations.  _ 

Tiie  annual  trip  to  Lincoln  is  definitely  fixed  to  take 
place  on  July  5.  Tickets  and  all  informat’on  can  be 
obtained  at  the  various  headquarters  of  clubs. 

Activity  prevails  with  all  in  anticipation  of  the  holidays 
next  week.  To  attempt  any  classification  of  the  places  to 
be  visited  would  be  a  large  undertaking.  Every  club  will 
be  out,  and  if  we  said  every  member,  no  great  error  would 
be  made.  Tackle  dealers  are  at  their  different  places  of 
business  early  and  late,  and  report  a  great  demand  for 
every  kind  of  angler’s  requisite. 


One  of  our  latest  additions  to  local  clubs— the  “Levens- 
hulme  is  going  in  the  right  direction  in  trying  to  obtain 
fishing  of  their  own.  In  competing  with  an  older  and 
much  stronger  club  they  show  that  they  intend  business. 


At  the  present  rate  of  monopolies  it  will  take  a  very 
short  time  to  put  all  our  local  waters  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  small  bodies  of  anglers.  Reports  keep  coming  to 
hand  of  first  one  and  then  another  well-known  resort 
falling  into  private  hands. 

Reports  to  hand  state  a  great  improvement  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  trout,  and  fair  baskets,  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  condition,  have  been  obtained. 


Rumour  is  busy  with  a  scheme  initiated  by  a  well-known 
angler  for  catching  trout  by  a  scientific  arrangement.  The 
method  is  to  leave  his  rod  out  all  night  with  a  spinning 
bait  attached.  Should  a  fish  take  the  bait,  the  event  is 
notified  by  electricity  to  the  sleeping  angler,  who  forthwith 
proceeds  to  deal  with  his  victim.  This  may  be  one  means 
of  souring  fish,  but  not  sport.  No. genuine  sportsman  will 
ever  stoop  to  such  a  system  of  angling. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


Climatic  conditions  have  varied  in  a  marked 
manner  since  the  despatch  of  my  last  notes.  One 
day  the  weather  has  been  as  cold  as  in  mid¬ 
winter,  and  the  next  the  oppressive  rays  of  the 
sun  have  been  almost  unbearable.  So  far  this 
week  salmon  and  trout  anglers  have  revelled  in 
general  sunshine,  and  on  Wednesday  the  wind, 
happily,  veered  round  from  its  cutting  quarter  in 
the  north-east  to  its  more  agreeable  point  in  the  north-west. 
Heavy  showers  at  the  end  of  last  week  threatened  a  change 
in  the  state  of  the  Trent;  but  although  a  few  inches  of 
extra  water  were  experienced  on  Sunday,  they  quickly 
passed  away,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  on  Wednesday 
night,  the  river  was  running  at  low  summer  level,  and  was 
of  gin-like  consistency.  Sheep-washing  is  being  carried  on 
in  certain  places  associated  with  the  upper  reaches,  and 
when  the  work  is  in  full  swing,  the  wash  always  tinges  the 
river,  producing,  in  fact,  a  sickly  brown  appearance. 
Whether  the  admixture  affects  the  fish  is  not  worth  dis¬ 
cussing  just  now,  as  the  angler  is  only  concerned  in  the 
“slaughter”  of  trout  and  salmon.  On  Monday  Mr.  T. 
Wood  was  out  at  King’s  Mills,  and,  after  trying  the  Devon 
or  Derby  Spinner  an  hour  or  so,  he  succeeded  at  the  Lane 
End  in  hooking  and  landing  a  very  pretty  fish  of  1111b. 
Later  in  the  day  he  hooked  a  second  fish  of  much  larger 
size,  and  would  no  doubt  have  landed  it  also  had  his  keeper 
been  at  hand  with  the  gaff.  As  it  was,  “Our  George  ”  had 
departed  to  the  Channel  swim  with  Mr.  Wood’s  son, 
George,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  on  hearing  that  a 
second  fish  had  broken  away.  Mr.  Wood  estimated  it  at 
‘201b.,  and  attributed  its  escape  to  his  spinning  flight 
becoming  frayed  either  on  the  stonework  or  on  the  edge  of 
the  bank  abutting  upon  the  swim.  But.  at  the  best  of 
times,  the  run,  as  is  well  known,  is  a  most  difficult  place  in 
which  to  handle  even  a  small  fish,  for,  lying  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  on  the  opposite  bank  is  a 
long,  sunken  tree,  to  which  they  invariably  make  as  a  homo 


TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  MAY  16,  1891. 


when  danger  seems  at  hand.  On  Monday  I  wras  out  at 
Shardlow,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Wood  invited  mo 
to  accompany  him  to  King’s  Mills.  The  sun  was  fearfully 
hot ;  there  was  scarcely  a  Dreath  of  wind,  and  we  were  not 
surprised  to  return  with  empty  creels.  Considering  the 
low  and  clear  condition  of  the  river,  it  is  a  matter  of 
wonder  that  more  salmon  fishermen  have  not  patronised  it 
during  the  past  seven  days.  The  fish  vary  very  much  in 
their  habits  of  prey,  and  unless  holders  of  licences  devote 
attention  to  their  runs  and  holds  during  the  present  month 
they  must  not  expect  to  kill  many  in  Juno  or  July.  May 
is  undoubtedly  the  most  killing  month  of  the  spring,  and  if 
many  fish  are  up,  now  is  the  period  to  go  in  for  them.  But 
as  to  the  question  of  supply,  opinions  differ  greatly.  Very 
few  have  shown  themselves  on  any  of  the  sections,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  nets  used  below  Newark  have 
accounted  for  many.  A  friend  assures  me  that  Mr.  H. 
Green,  the  lessee  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  length,  has  lost 
a  couple  of  fish  at  Colwick  Weir  head  ;  but  as  they  were 
never  seen  after  being  hooked,  one  has  the  option  of 
inferring  they  were  either  sturdy  barbel  or  mammoth 
chub.  Many  chub  are  caught  in  the  salmon  season,  not 
only  with  the  worm,  but  with  the  artificials.  Once  I  was 
an  eye-witness  of  a  barbel  of  about  71b.  being  taken  with 
a  Devon  bait  by  Mr.  G.  Drury,  of  Nottingham,  in  the  King’s 
Mills  fishery.  _ 

Trout  anglers  have  been  very  busy  on  most  of  the 
streams  in  our  district.  There  is  now  an  abundance  of 
natural  fly  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  risen  very  freely 
indeed.  One  gentleman  has  killed  seven  and  a-half  brace 
on  the  Dover  Beck,  another  has  had  four  brace,  and  a  third 
has  had  three  brace.  But  the  heaviest  fish  have  been 
secured  with  the  maggot  and  caddis  bait  or  grub.  Better 
sport  is  also  being  met  with  on  the  Greet,  which,  as  already 
intimated,  is  well  stocked  and  carefully  looked  after.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  A.  Ashwell,  solicitor,  Nottingham,  showed 
a  brace  of  trout  that  he  had  taken  with  the  fly  on  private 
waters  in  Lincolnshire  that  weighed  51b.  They  were 
described  by  a  friend  as  most  handsome  specimens,  and  as 
being  in  thorough  condition. 


Coarse  fish  on  the  Trent  are  beginning  to  work  up  to  the 
head  of  the  shallows,  and  a  few  more  hot  days  like  those 
we  are-  going  through  will  unquestionably  hasten  the 
spawning  term.  The  bottom  weed  is  growing  rapidly  and 
extensively,  and  coarse  fish  anglers  are  certain  again  to 
deplore  its  extension.  _ 


Some  very  interesting  notes  have  just  been  published  by 
a  correspondent  who  has  paid  a  visit  to  the  hatchery  of  the 
Trent  Fish  Culture  Company.  Referring  to  the  company’s 
premises  at  Milton,  near  Willington,  he  says,  speaking  of 
Milton:  “It  lies  in  a  pleasant  valley  just  behind  the  village, 
and  through  it  flows  a  brook  which  has  its  source  at  Pistern 
Hill,  near  Ticknall,  and  debouches  into  the  Trent  near 
Twyford.  The  old  dam  remains,  but  above  the  house  are 
a  series  of  ponds  most  skilfully  engineered,  with  a  view  of 
making  the  best  of  the  fall  of  water.  These  ponds  are  con¬ 
nected  by  glazed  pipes,  but  are  so  devised  that  any  pond 
can  be  drained  without  interfering  with  the  rest.  But  we 
imist  follow  the  manager  to  the  hatcheries— two  long,  low 
buildings  near  the  house.  Each  is  similarly  furnished,  con¬ 
taining  several  rows  of  shallow,  box-like  troughs  elevated 
on  legs.  The  floor  being  on  the  slope,  the  troughs  follow 
suit,  each  being  on  a  difierent  level.  At  the  upper  end  of 
the  room  a  stream  of  clear  spring  water  tumbles  into  the 
highest  and  nearest  trough,  and  it  descends  from  trough  to 
trough,  a  series  of  miniature  waterfalls.  The  fishes  are 
separated  only  according  to  their  age.  At  a  pond  of  two- 
year-olds  the  fish,  as  is  their  wont,  congregate  chiefly 
where  the  water  enters,  but  on  this  occasion  it  was  so 
turbid  that  we  could  not  see  them.  But  the  moment  some 
worms  or  meat  were  thrown  in,  it  was  plain  enough  that 
the  pond  was  all  alive.  There  was  more  excitement  at  the 
next  pond— one  of  three-year-olds.  The  water  had  been 
partially  drawn  off,  and  into  it  the  manager  plunged,  with 
a  large  hand-net  to  catch  specimens  for  us  to  inspect. 
Every  haul  almost  consisted  of  half-a-dozen  or  more  fish- 
trout,  grayling,  and  salmon— fine  and  vigorous.  Some  of 
the  trout  were  very  tame,  lying  in  the  hands  with  little 
attempt  to  get  away,  but  the  salmon  were  decidedly 
obstreperous.  The  most  handsome  fish  was  the  American 
trout.  The  specialty  of  the  company  is  the  ‘Milton  Strain,’ 
across  between  the  Loch  Leven  and  common  brown  trout. 
It  is  a  very  heavy  fish.  The  manager  informed  us  they 
had  another  pond  or  two  at  Orange  Hill,  a  mile  distant ; 
that  the  army  of  fishes  ate  during  the  last  quarter  of  last 
year  nearly  four  tons  of  horseflesh  (this  is  crushed  into 
mincemeat  by  machinery) ;  that  the  ‘  works  ’  were  the 
second  largest  in  England,  and  sent  ova  and  fish  to  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Our  memorable  and  most  interest¬ 
ing  visit  concluded  by  adding  our  names  to  the  list  of 
visitors,  among  whom  were  well-known  baronets,  M.P.’s, 
and  dames  of  high  degree.” 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  evening,  May  the  7th,  a  very 
important  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  presided,  and  the  roll-call  showed  the 
following  gentlemen  as  absentees,  namely,  Messrs. 
Dance,  Attwood,  Holding,  Griffiths,  Rabone, 
Cottrell,  and  Keeling.  The  latter  gentleman 
sending  an  apology,  being  detained  through  a 
family  bereavement ;  after  hearing  which  it  was  resolved 
that  the  secretary  write  a  letter  of  condolence  to  the 
family  of  Mr.  J.  Keeling,  sympathising  with  them  in  their 
bereavement.  The  minutes  of  the  last  committee  meeting 
held  on  April  2nd  were  read  and  confirmed.  An  applica¬ 
tion  was  made  by  the  Aston  Britannia  Society,  held  at  the 
Britannia  Inn,  Park-lane,  Aston,  to  remove  to  a  more  con¬ 
venient  room,  at  the  Royal  Albert  Inn,  also  situated  in 
the  Parlc-lane.  No  opposition  was  made  to  the  removal  by 
any  society,  and  the  application  was  unanimously 
sanctioned  by  the  committee.  Messrs.  Cole  and  Simkiss 
gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  a  society,  wishing  to  be 
admitted  into  the  association.  The  society  in  question  is 
one  that  was  promoted  some  twelve  months  ago,  by  Mr.  F. 
Hiley,  at  the  Anchor  Hotel,  Wednesbury,  Staffordshire, 
v  hich  is  about  eight  miles  from  Birmingham,  The  club 


Will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  Birmingham  Association, 
as  it  is  composed  of  some  of  the  most  influential  and  leading 
gentleman  in  the  Black  Country.  The  president  is 
Aldermen  Richard  Williams,  J.P. ;  vice-presidents,  James 
McDougaH,  Esq.,  R.  Ryder,  Esq.,  R.  Kendrick,  Esq.,  W.  S. 
Smith,  Esq.,  and  Councillor  Butter.  Committee,  Messrs. 
1.  Hodgkin,  E.  T.  Jones.  .7.  T.  Hatfield,  J.  Hall,  J.  Naylor, 
L.  Cox,  W.  Roberts,  G.  Pearce,  and  J.  Child.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  Staley,  Anchor  Hotel,  and  hon.  sec.  Mr.  F.  Ililoy. 
Iho  subscription  is  one  and  sixpence  per  month,  the  whole 
of  which  is  devoted  to  the  renting  of  water  for  the  use  of 
the  members.  The  entrance  fee  is  two  and  sixpence.  The 
report  of  the  visitors  was  of  a  flattering  description,  and  it 
was  unanimously  decided  by  the  committee  to  enrol  them, 
and  that  the  general  secretary  communicate  with  the 
railway  authorities,  and  obtain  a  list  of  stations  and  fares 
for  the  use  of  the  members.  This  new  society  has  a  great 
future  before  it,  and  I  wish  them  every  success ;  and  with 
its  present  officers,  who  are  gentlemen  who  take  a  keen 
interest  in  the  gentle  craft,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but 
what  it  will  make  rapid  progress.  A  notice  of  motion  given 
by  Mr.  J.  Allen  was  next  taken,  when  with  a  slight  altera¬ 
tion  it  was  accepted  by  the  committee,  which  is  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  general  meeting  to  be  held  in  Juno 
next.  The  motion  will  now  read  thus :  “  That  all  new 
societies  wishing  to  join  the  association,  pay  an  entrance 
fee  of  three  guineas,  with  the  exception  of  those 
situated  at  least  four  miles  from  Stephenson-place.”  The 
secretary  of  the  Bordsley  Waltonian  Society  made  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  committee  for  a  grant  towards  their  expenses, 
which  amounted  to  over  £10,  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of 
two  persons  found  netting  the  club’s  waters  at  Welford. 
The  application  was  entertained,  and  the  committee 
decided  to  make  a  grant  of  £3  towards  the  club’s  expenses. 
This  concluded  the  agenda,  when  the  secretary  reported 
that  he  had  received  an  application  from  a  new  and 
influential  society,  being  formed  at  Dudley  to  become 
affiliated  with  the  association.  This  society  will  be  visited 
in  due  course,  and  a  report  be  made  to  the  committee,  which 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  favourable  to  all 
concerned.  The  anglers  in  the  Black  Country,  as  we  term 
it,  seem  to  be  becoming  alive  to  the  fact,  that  fishing 
excursions  into  the  country  far  away  from  the  smoke  of 
the  furnace  fires ;  and  coal  pits  are  one  of  the  means 
whereby  they  can  obtain  the  fresh  air  and  view  the  beauties 
of  nature,  that  through  the  six  days  of  toil  they  have  been 
debarred  from.  Moreover,  the  concessions  granted  by  the 
railway  companies  have  been  a  great  inducement  for 
persons  to  become  anglers,  and  seek  a  few  hours’  enjoy¬ 
ment  at  the  water-side,  at  the  end  of  each  week,  from  the 
noises  of  the  machinery  and  the  foul  airs  of  the  factory ; 
and  of  what  I  have  seen  of  these  persons  when  out  at 
the  water-side,  they  enioy  the  surroundings  of  the  country, 
and  are  always  loud  in  their  praises  of  the  river  and  land¬ 
scape,  which  at  the  present  season  is  so  enchanting  to  the 
eye.  _ 


With  a  feeling  of  deep  regret,  I  record  the  death  of  Mr. 
J.  Keeling,  which  took  place  on  Thursday,  May  7th,  at 
his  residence,  in  Digbeth,  Birmingham.  The  deceased 
gentleman  was  one  of  the  oldest  anglers  in  the  Midlands, 
and  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  fame  as  a 
fishing  tackle  maker  was  well  known  and  wide-spread, 


NOTES  FROM  CUMBERLAND. 


The  “  dynamitards  ”  have  again  been  at  work 
amongst  the  trout,  this  time  on  the  river  Bela. 
Some  twelve  months  ago  a  conviction  was  ob¬ 
tained  at  the  Kendal  County  Petty  Sessions 
against  a  number  of  men  employed  on  the 
Manchester  Water  Works  for  destroying  fish  by 
dynamite,  and  a  presentment  was  forwarded, 
if  I  remember  aright,  from  the  justices  to  the 
contractors  as  to  the  safer  custody  of  this  deadly  agent.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  irresponsible  persons  still 
have  access  to  the  stores,  and,  with  the  addition  of  chloride 
of  lime,  have  wrought  sad  havoc  over  a  considerable 
length  of  river.  My  informant  alleges  that  last  week 
thousands  of  fish  were  destroyed,  and  that  in  pools  where 
trout  formerly  abounded  there  is  now  not  a  fish  to  he 
found.  This  might  be  a  slight  exaggeration,  or  a  “  want 
of  veracity  ” ;  but  I  fear  much  damage  has  been  done. 

Lake  and  river  pollution  still  occupies  the  attention  of 
the  powers  that  be,  and  although  much  good  has  resulted 
from  their  action,  a  sharp  look-out  is  still  needed.  The 
subject  came  before  the  Westmoreland  County  Council  at 
its  last  meeting,  when  Mr.  C.  W.  Wilson  (chairman  of  the 
River  Pollution  Committee)  reported  with  regard  to  the 
difficult  question  of  discharge  of  washings  from  factories 
that  he  had  been  personally  to  Docwray  Hall  Mills  at 
Kendal,  and  was  imformed  that  the  first  opportunity 
would  be  taken  to  put  the  pipes  in  to  connect  with  the 
drains  ;  and  he  had  heard  that  this  was  now  completed. 
He  had  also  written  to  the  firm  at  Castle  Mills,  and  a 
reply  had  been  received  in  which  it  was  stated  that  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  arrange  for  the  settling  of 
Fuller’s  Earth,  which  “  made  an  appearance  of  pollution 
in  the  river,”  but  the  matter  was  under  careful  considera¬ 
tion.  Writing  of  this  place,  the  Westmoreland  Gazette  of 
Saturday  last  says :  “  On  Thursday  at  noon  the  water 
coming  down  the  race  was  of  the  colour  of  dirty  milk, 
causing  the  minnows  to  come  up  to  the  top,  being  suffo¬ 
cated  with  the  stuff  which  was  pouring  out,  and  if  this  sort 
of  thing  goes  on  much  longer  lovers  of  fishing  will  have  to 
go  over  to  the  Lune,  or  else  be  content  to  go  and  catch 
small  ones  up  Sleddale,  for  shortly  there  will  probably  be 
few  fish  alive  below  the  town.”  This  would  be  a  deplor¬ 
able  fact,  in  view  of  the  efforts  recently  made  by  the  Kent 
Angling  Association,  by  turning  in  thousands  of  trout 
yearly  to  provide  sport  for  its  members.  During  the 
past  three  years  about  sixty  thousand  young  fish  have 
been  turned  into  the  Kent  and  its  tributaries,  and  this  year 
a  further  and  special  effort  has  been  made.  Two  thousand 
yearly  trout,  of  three  varieties,  have  been  turned  down,  at 
a  cost  of  £20 ;  and  it  was  hoped  these  steps  would  tend  to 
greatly  improve  the  fishing  of  future  years.  Whether  they 
will  survive  time  must  show.  Meanwhile.  I  cannot  go  the 
length  of  the  Gazette  in  its  dismal  forebodings,  as  fish  arc 
yet  being  taken  from  the  river  below  the  town,  though 
certainly  not  in  the  numbers  of  years  gone  by.  In  regard 


320 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  16,  1891 


to  the  alleged  pollution  of  Windermere  Lake,  Dr.  Craven, 
medical  officer  of  health,  made  the  extraordinary  assertion 
that  “  as  to  what  extent  the  sewage  effluent  is  detrimental 
to  fish  life  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  say.”  Well,  if  he 
has  not,  let  up  hope  the  new  English  Lake  District  Angling 
Association  may  have  something  to  say  upon  the  subject. 


Dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  writers  in  the 
F.G.,  and  others  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  above 
named  association  was  for  the  capture  of  pike  and  other 
hurtful  fish.  “  Capture  ”  does  not  imply  extermination  ; 
and  the  writer  has  authority  for  stating  that  no  step  will 
be  taken  until  its  effect  has  been  fully  considered,  and  that 
the  main  object  of  the  association  will  not  be  lost  sight  of, 
namely,  to  do  all  things  advisable  in  the  interests  of 
anglers  of  all  classes,  and  so  far  improving  the  fishing  in 
Windermere  as  to  make  it  equal  to  any  of  the  Scotch  lochs. 


NOTES  FROM  YOZLX  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

The  month  of  April — according  to  the  accounts 
given  by  some  anglers — has  not,  on  the  whole, 
been  a  most  favourable  one  for  the  ever  patient 
disciple  of  Izaalt  Walton,  at  least  as  far  as  trout¬ 
fishing  was  concerned.  The  streams  were  too 
low.  and  the  water  too  clear  ;  but  the  “  merrie 
month  ’’  has  so  far  given  general  satisfaction,  and 
the  trout  are  said  to  be  “  quite  amiable.”  The 
weather — that  all-important  factor — has,  during 
the  past  week,  been  eminently  suitable  for  the 
piscator,  and  angling  in  this  district  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  under  most  favourable  circumstances.  Now 
that  Whitsuntide  is  so  near,  falling  this  year  as  it  does  in 
the  middle  of  May,  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  special 
providence  to  the  creeper— which  bv  the  bye  has  not  made 
much  show  as  yet  on  the  Yorkshire  streams— and  Stone-fly 
artists,  and  a  welcome  trout  anglers’  holiday  everywhere. 

I  hear  on  the  tbe3t  authority  that  in  about  a  month’s 
time  the  members  of  the  various  angling  clubs  on  the 
“  Minster  City  ”  will  enter  into  a  illy  fishing  competition 
for  the  prize— generously  offered  by  Captain  Key  (presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fulford  Club)  with  the  meritorious  object  of 
promoting  fly-fishing— described  in  your  columns  last 
week.  If  as  according  to  your  report,  a  costly  fly  rod 
augmented  by  other  prizes  is  to  be  offered,  some  keen  con¬ 
tention  for  the  superiority  may  be  anticipated. 

Salmon  fishing  in  the  Ouse  has  this  season  assumed  a 
much  brighter  aspect  than  was  the  case  last  year,  but  the 
one  thing  still  desired  is  rain,  and  should  a  freshet  be 
forthcoming,  then,  I  am  told,  the  prospect  will  be  cheering 
indeed. 


THE  PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  MANNING. 

Tiie  presentation  to  Mr.  George  Manning  took  place  on 
Friday  evening.  May  1,  at  the  Swan  Tavern,  Bethnal 
Green-road,  and  was  in  every  way  a  success.  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  made  the  presentation,  and  in  a  most  appropriate 
speech  dwelt  on  the  many  services  rendered  to  the  cause 
of  anglers  by  Mr.  Manning,  and  the  disinterested  motives 
that  always  governed  his  actions.  He  hoped  that  the 
United  London  Anglers’  Association  would  have  the 
benefit  of  his  services  for  many  years  to  come,  and  that  his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  anglers  would  be  as  successful  in  the 
future  as  they  had  been  in  the  past. 

The  total  amount  subscribed  was  £12  11s.  6d.  This  sum 
was  handed  to  Mr.  Manning,  who  on  rising  to  return 
thanks  was  received  with  hearty  cheers,  and  evidently 
suffering  from  emotion.  He  seemed  for  a  moment  unable 
to  respond,  but  after  a  time  he  in  a  few  well-chosen  words 
expressed  his  gratitude  to  those  who  had  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  promoting  the  testimonial  and  to  those  who  had 
so  liberally  responded.  He  said  it  would  be  an  incentive  to 
him  to  do  as  he  had  hitherto  done— work  fearlessly  and 
earnestly  for  that  which  he  considered  right,  and  which 
would  tend  to  benefit  that  large  body  of  anglers  for  whom 
he  had  laboured  for  so  many  years. 

There  was  an  excellent  concert  during  the  evening,  con¬ 
tributed  to  by  Messrs.  Garrett,  Midson,  Frankling,  Legg, 
and  many  other  friends.  Amongst  the  company  present 
were  Messrs.  Field,  Tibbatts,  Jennings,  Murphy,  Beckett, 
Howes,  Ghurney,  and  others;  in  all  about  eighty  gentlemen 
accepted  the  invite  of  the  committee.  The  following  is  a 
complete  list : — 

List  of  Donations  to  the  Geo.  Manning  Testimonial. 


TnE  river  has  attracted  but  few  rod  holders  during  the 
past  week,  and  no  noticeable  baskets  have  been  obtained. 
The  water  itself  appears  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the 
scarcity  of  fishermen  has  occasioned  not  a  little  comment 
among  piscatorial  circles,  indeed  some  remarking  that 
they  have  not  for  a  good  few  years  seen  so  few  anglers  on 
the  banks,  considering  the  time  of  the  season.  Perhaps 
the  existing  influenza  epidemic  and  the  latterly  cold  east 
winds  have  much  to  answer  for  it. 


Fishermen  in  both  the  upper  and  lower  Derwent  have 
met  with  fair  success,  but  the  general  quietude  which 
now  prevails,  has  extended  to  that  quarter,  and  only  a 
limited  number  have  tried  it.  The  waters  are  in  moderate 
condition,  while  prospects  are  of  an  average  character. 

Dace  were  noticed  in  large  numbers  near  Ouse  Bridge 
the  other  day. 


Phillip  Geen,  Esq. . . 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 
J.P.  Wheeldon,  Esq. 
T.  Spreokley,  Esq. 
G.  H.  Wood,  Esq.  . . 
Gresham  A.S. 
Dalston  A.S. 

Izaac  Walton  A.S. 
Bostonian  A.  S.  . . 
West  Green  A.S.  .. 
Stoke  New’ton  A.S. 
Good  Intent  A.S... 
Holton  Bros.  A.S. 
Waltonians  A.S.  . . 
Clapham  June.  A.S. 
United  Bros.  A.  S. 
Original  Alex.  A.  S. 
Prince  of  Wales  A.S. 
Allason  United  A.S. 
Cobden  A.  S. 

South  London  A.S. 

United  A.  S . 

Hand-in-Hand  A.  S. 
West  HamBros.A.S. 
Anglers’  Pride  A.S. 
Eastern  Piscatorials 
Queen’s  A.S. 


0  15 
0  15 
0  13 
0  15 
0  11 
0  11 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  5 
0  5 


Prince  Arthur  A.S. 

L.  Independent  A.S. 
Blackfriars  A.S.  . . 
Berm’ndseyBros.A.S. 
Grange  A.  S. 
BloomsburyBros.A.S, 
Marylebone  A.S. 
Sundial  A.S. 

St.  John’s  A.S. 
Sociable  Bros.  A.S. 
Hearts  of  Oak  A.S. 

Globe  A.S . 

Great  Eastern  A.S. 
Edmonton  and  Tot¬ 
tenham  A.  S. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbattts 
Mr.  Beckett 
Mr.  H.  Hoare 
Mr.  Cuthbert 
Mr.  Savage  . . 

Mr.  Fletcher  and 
Friend  ... 

Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Thomson 


£  s. 
0  5 
0  5 
0  5 
0  8 
0  5 
0  5 
0  10 
0  10 
0  5 
0  14 
0  15 
0  19 
0  7 

1  1 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
2 
o 


£42  11  6 


SERIOUS  FIRE  AT  -MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.’S 
WORKS. 

An  alarming  fire  broke  out  at  the  fishing  tackle  manu¬ 
factory  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  at  Redditch,  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  The  fire  which  was  discovered  a 
few  minutes  after  two  o’clock,  occurred  in  the  shedding 
connected  with  the  line  making  department,  and  is  in 
close  proximity  to  a  large  stock  of  seasoned  wood  and 
canes  used  principally  in  the  making  of  fishing  rods,  and 
consisting  of  nearly  thirty  thousand  East  Indian, 
bamboo,  and  other  canes,  and  hickory,  greenheart,  and 
other  valuable  woods.  In  a  few  minutes  this  timber  and 
the  mass  of  extensive  shedding  adjoining  had  become  a 
mass  of  flame,  and  it  seemed  as  though  the  manufactory 
itself  would  be  destroyed,  The  Midland  Railway  line 
runs  close  to  the  factory,  and  so  powerful  were  the 
flames  that  the  signal  and  telegraph  posts,  some  distance 
away,  were  charred,  while  the  sleepers  were  ignited. 
The  small  manual  engine  belonging  to  the  firm  was  quickly 
got  into  play,  and  the  Redditch  tire  brigade,  under  Captain 
Kendrick  was  soon  upon  the  spot.  The  fire  brigade  at 
Bromsgrove,  King’s  Heath,  Alvechurch,  and  Studley  were 
telegraphed  for  and  at  once  attended.  It  was  soon  ap¬ 
parent  that  any  attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire  would  be 
futile,  and  the  efforts  of  the  combined  brigades,  who  were 
assisted  by  willing  helpers,  were  directed  towards  prevent- 
the  flames  spreading  in  the  manufactory.  For  a  time  it 
looked  as  if  this  would  be  a  hopeless  task,  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  or  more  employees  of  the  firm  commenced  to  remove 
the  books  and  most  valuable  material  and  goods.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  wind  which  had  been  blowing  the  flames  dead 
on  to  the  adjoining  shopping  shifted,  and  the  lire  also 
grew  gradually  less  intense,  and  as  there  was  a  plentiful 
supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the  East  W orcestershire 
Waterworks  Company  the  brigades  eventually  succeeded 
in  checking  the  spread  of  the  fire.  Several  trains  which 
arrived  dared  not  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  flames,  which 
spread  over  the  railway  track,  and  the  passengers  had  to 
alight  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  station.  Beyond 
the  damage  done  in  the  timber  yard,  and  to  the  shedding 
only  the  roofs  and  outside  walls  of  the  hardening  shop  and 
engine  room  were  affected  by  the  fire.  It  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  replace  the  valuable  stock  of  wood  which 
had  been  collected  and  put  by  for  seasoning  for  the  past 
ten  years.  The  damage  is  estimated  at  from  £2,000  to  £3,000 
and  is  only  partially  covered  by  insurance. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  Messrs.  Allcock  thot  though 
the  fire  has  caused  them  serious  loss  .and  inconvenience 
they  have  sufficient  stock  to  cope  with  this  season’s  trade. 


AASERALS  TOURIST  HOTEL  AND  SANATORIUM, 
RR.  MANDAL,  NORWAY. 

This  hotel— which  is  expected  to  be  opened  between  the 
1st  and  15th  June— is  nicely  built  in  a  most  beautiful  place 
by  the  Lognevand,  in  Aaseral,  about  one  hundred  kilo¬ 
metres  from  either  Mandal  or  Christiansand,  and  has  about 
thirty  large  bedrooms,  large  sitting-room  and  dining¬ 
room,  smoking-room,  large  verandas,  bath-rooms,  and,  in 
short,  a  very  good  accommodation.  To  the  hotel  is  leased 
sixteen  lakes,  in  which  there  is  splendid  trout  fishing ;  and 
in  order  to  make  it  convenient  small  huts  are  being  put 
up  by  the  principal  lakes  which  are  most  distant  from 
the  hotel,  and  where  there  is  large  fish.  For  the  use  of 
these  huts,  boatmen,  and  the  right  to  fish,  a  moderate 
charge  will  be  made  ;  but  in  many  of  the  lakes  the  visitors 
will  be  allowed  to  fish  without  any  payment  at  all.  There 
is  altogether  splendid  sport,  and  in  the  season  plenty  of 
hares,  ptarmigans,  black  game,  &c.  The  manager  of  the 
hotel— who  formerly  managed  the  hotel  at  Saetersdalen— 
speaks  English,  and  so  does  his  wife  also.  The  road  from 
Mandal  up  is  all  level  (Ohausee),  and  there  are  two  small 
hotels  (resting  places)  on  the  way— viz.,  at  Trygsland,  about 
half  way  up  ;  at  Kirkebygden,  about  two-thirds  of  the  way 
up,  in  which  there  are  good  beds  and  good  accommodation 
for  travellers  wishing  to  do  the  journey  in  two  days. 

The  Mandalsdal,  through  which  the  road  runs,  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  pretty  and  interesting,  and  there  are  several  waterfalls 
on  the  way,  large  lakes  and  a  tunnel,  through  which  the 
road  goes.  From  Chirstiansand  to  where  the  London, 
Hull,  Newcastle  and  Leith  line  of  steamers  run  weekly, 
there  is  only  two  and  a  quarter  hours’  run  by  steamer  to 
Mandal ;  but  visitors  to  the  hotel  can  also  go  by  another 
road  overland,  without  coming  through  Mandal ;  but  this 
road  is  pretty  hilly.  Coaches  will  be  running  regularly 
from  here,  and  there  are  always  horses  and  kariols  to  be  had 
at  a  moderate  charge. 

With  regard  to  the  charges  at  the  hotel,  they 'will  be 
very  low,  say  3s.  6d.  per  day  for  board  and  lodging,  based 
on  a  longer  stay. 

A  carriage  to  hold  five  persons  will  cost  about  40kr.  all 
the  way  up  ;  single  seats,  say  lOkr. 

Visitors  will  be  astonished  to  see  how  beautiful  the 
valleys  are,  and  although  the  hills  are  not  so  high  as  in 
Hardangr  the  scenery  is  splendid. 

The  hotel  lies  about  eleven  hundred  to  twelve  hundred 
feetabovethe  sea, andthe surrounding hillsare high.  From 
Aaseral  tourists  can  proceed  to  Saetersdalen  over  the  hills 
on  horseback,  or  on  foot ;  but  there  will  shortly  be  a  road 
made  for  carriages.  From  Saetersdalen  tourists  can  proceed 
to  Thelemarden.  There  is  a  nice  little  church  near  the 
hotel.  Most  of  the  Norwegian  visitors  speak  English  ;  and 
there  will  be  lots  of  trips  and  pleasure  arranged  for  all  the 
guests.  Always  boats  at  hand  on  the  lake  for  pleasure 
trips. 

The  run  from  Hull  to  Christianzand  by  Wilson  steamers 
takes  only  thirty-three  hours  ;  and  the  same  from  Leith. 

People  who  are  fond  of  good  trout  fishing  will  never 
repent  paying  this  hotel  a  visit. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and 
Engineers,  76,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised 
Attorneys  for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  :— 

7,326.— Walter  Thomas  Hancock,  of  308,  High  Holborn, 
London,  for  “Improvements  in  ‘knuckle’  joints  for 
landing  net  handles  and  other  like  folding  articles.” 


MANCHESTER  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Anglers’  Association  was 
held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  May  12,  Mr.  H.  Side- 
bottom,  president,  in  the  chair,  but  there  was  not  a  large 
attendance,  owing  to  many  members  being  down  with  the 
influenza. 

The  Chairman,  in  introducing  the  lecturer,  said  that  they 
had  before  them  one  of  the  finest  fishermen  in  the  North 
of  England,  and  Mr.  Walbran  was  a  member  of  the  council 
of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers’  Association,  and  of  the  Fly- 
fishers’  Club.  ,  ,  . 

Mr.  Francis  Walbran  read  his  paper,  ‘Two  Yorkshire 
Rivers,”  which  was  illustrated  by  one  hundred  photo¬ 
graphic  views  of  some  of  the  most  charming  scenery  on 
the  Yore  and  the  Wharfe,  and  Mr.  A.  Hey  wood,  jun., 
showed  the  views  on  the  screen  with  his  limelight.  In  his 
paper  Mr.  Walbran  traced  these  two  beautiful  rivers  from 
their  sources  in  the  wild  moorlands  in  North-West 
Yorkshire,  through  the  lovely  valleys  they  form,  until 
they  join  the  muddy  waters  of  the  Ouse  in  the  Yorkshire 
plain.  He  gave  a  most  delightful  account  of  the  antiquities 
and  interesting  spots  passed  on  the  way,  and  also 
described  the  fishing  in  detail,  not  the  least  interesting 
part  of  the  paper  being  Mr.  Walbran’s  own  fishing 
experiences. 

Several  members  afterwards  spoke  on  the  subject, 
thanking  Mr.  Walbran  for  the  great  trouble  he  had  taken 
in  coming  all  the  way  from  Leeds  to  bring  before  them  in 
such  a  graphic  way  the  beauties  of  these  two  lovely  valleys. 
Some  of  the  photographs  were  beautiful,  especially  those 
of  Bolton  Abbey  and  Aysgarth  Force,  and  many  who  were 
present  expressed  surprise  that  such  lovely  scenery  was  so 
little  known  of  outside  Yorkshire.  It  was  unfortunate 
so  few  were  able  to  attend  to  hear  Mr.  Walbran’s  paper, 
which  made  the  listeners  long  for  an  opportunity  to  visit 
the  beautiful  spots  he  described. 


from  Clttfrs 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Rost  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  "or  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.— Eastern  District  No.  2  V isit- 
ing  List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  at  the  City  of  London  A  ngling  Society.  Notices  as  to 
date  will  be  sent  round  the  district,  and  I  trust  every 
society  in  the  district  will  be  represented,  to  givo  the 
hardest  working  secretary  in  London  a  bumper. — F. 
Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Association,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell.  —The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  May  22,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— A  grand  smoking  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above 
house  on  the  27th,  when  visitors  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome.  Chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  p.m.  sharp.— J. 
Rich,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 

Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  after  the  trout,  but  have  not  been  very  fortu¬ 
nate  in  their  takes.  Members,  please  take  notice  that  dis¬ 
tribution  night  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  May  20, 
when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present  to  have  a  jolly 
meeting.  Mr.  J.  Webb  was  proposed  as  a  working  mem¬ 
ber,  and  will  be  duly  elected,  on  Wednesday  next.— J. 
Tucker,  hon.  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 

Old  Kent-road.— The  members  of  the  above  society  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  above  club-house  on  Wednesday, 
May  13,  when  nearly  forty  members  and  friends  sat  down 
to  a  splendid  dinner  (Mr.  Mead  in  the  chair)  supplied  by 
our  worthy  host  and  treasurer  (Mr.  A.  Bolland),  and  which 
gave  great  satisfaction.  After  the  secretary  had  given  his 
report  of  the  season  the  distribution  of  prizes  took  place. 
Gross  weight  prize,  Mr.  Barratt ;  second  ditto,  Mr.  Shakel; 
specimen  jack  prize,  Mr.  Jones;  specimen  roach  prize, 
Mr.  Bodell ;  specimen  carp  prize,  Mr.  Bedford;  specimen 
dace  prize,  Mr.  Barratt.  The  following  gentlemen  also 
took  special  prizes:  Messrs.  Elston,  Palmer,  Simpkins, 
Jones,  Bodell,  &c.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  responded  to  the 
toast  of  “The  Central  Association  and  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,”  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
alluded  to  the  very  poor  support  which  the  angling 
societies  gave  to  the  T.A.P.S. ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  anglers  of  London  will  rouse  up  now  they  find  the 
waters  of  old  Father  Thames  being  taken  away  from  them. 

I  suppose  now  that  the  court  of  law  has  decreed  that  Mrs. 
Annie  Smith,  of  Maidenhead,  has  made  her  claim  good, 
we  shall  find  the  riparian  owners  looking  up  their  musty 
and  flimsy  old  documents,  and  fighting  for  their  assumed, 
rights,  and  the  anglers  will  find,  when  too  late,  that  the 
societies,  which  in  their  own  interest  they  should  have 
supported,  have  been  allowed  to  fall  through  for  lack  of 
the  necessary  funds  which  are  needful  for  their  existence. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those  gentlemen  who 
have  promised  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season,  which 
I  am  pleased  to  report  amount  to  about  fourteen 
guineas.  I  also  am  much  obliged  to  those  gentlemen  who 
so  kindly  supported  us  from  the  Cliftonville  Angling 
Society  and  New  Albion.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea  -  park.  —  The  members 
attended  in  full  force  on  Tuesday  last  to  discuss  the  rules 
as  revised  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
The  preliminary  business  (which  included  the  election  of 
three  new  members)  having  been  disposed  of,  the  meeting 
proceeded  to  discuss  and  pass  the  rules  as  revised.  The 
principal  alterations  are Increasing  the  size  of  weighable 
fish  to  the  following  lengths— Jack,  22in. ;  trout  from  the 
sea  or  Thames,  16in. ;  brook  trout,  9in. ;  bream,  12in. ; 
tench,  lOin.  ;  carp,  12in. ;  barbel,  15in. ;  chub,  12in. :  perch, 
lOin.  ;  roach,  Sin.  ;  dace,  7in. ;  rudd,  8in. ;  gudgeon,  5in.  ; 
Grayling,  9in. :  limiting  the  day  of  weighing  in  for  prizes 
to  one  day  in  the  week— Sunday  or  Tuesday ;  and  con¬ 
siderably  increasing  the  number  of  specimen  fish  prizes. 
The  rules  having  been  passed,  the  secretary  reminded  the 
members  that  an  important  meeting— called  to  promote 
the  raising  of  the  standard  of  fish  weighable  in  clubs 
generally— would  he  held  in  the  club-room  on  Tuesday, 
May  19,  and  that  Messrs.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  W.  D. 
Brougham,  W.  D.  Beckett,  W.  J.  Wrade,  and  EdgarS. 
Shrubsole,  had  promised  to  attend  and  address  those  pro 
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sent.  \  pleasing  ceremony  was  then  enacted.  Mr.  A. 
Dodd,  who  for  many  years  has  acted  as  assistant  secretary, 
was  made  a  working  member  of  tho  club  for  life  free  of 
expense.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  members  that 
the  honour  conferred  upon  Mr.  Dodd  is  richly  deserved.— 
Geo.  Mumkord,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 
u  range-road.  I  ho  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
pnzes  of  thc  above  society  took  place  at  the  club-house  on 
the  1-th  inst.,  when  about  forty  members  and  friends  sat 
a?wn.  1  he  dinner  was  placed  on  the  table  by  our  Host,  J. 
r  Hides,  in  his  usual  beautiful  style,  to  which  all  present 
a The  office  of  chairman  was  most 
ably  filled  by  \\  .S.  Clarke,  Esq.,  member  of  this  society 
the  R°dncJ'  Piscatorials,  and  tho  vice-chair 
*ree  ,nL  "  n 0  proved  a  most  efficient  supporter. 
After  the  usual  lloyal  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured,  and 
the  company  entertained  by  a  song  from  G.  H.  Fell,  the 
chairman  called  on  Mr.  J.  Rich  to  propose  the  toast  of  the 
Association  and  Benevolent  Society,  coupled 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  Beckett,  vice-president  of  the 
former.  Mr.  Beckett,  in  response,  gave  a  most  able  account 
of  the  good  work  done  for  anglers  by  both  institutions. 
After  a  recitation  by  E.  Burton,  the  chairman  proceeded 
to  distribute  the  prizes  to  the  various  winners,  a  full  list 
of  which  would  take  up  too  much  space,  so  I  will  only 
give  a  few  of  the  principal Mr.  James  Smith,  first,  gross 
weight  of  fish  from  the  public  waters,  and  other  gross 
weight  prizes,  and  five  daily  prizes;  Mr.  H.  Patman, 
second,  gross  weight,  gross  weight  of  roach  and  three  daily 
prizes ;  W.  Streeton,  third,  gross  weight,  three  other  gross 
weight  prizes,  two  daily  and  one  specimen  for,  the  largest 
bream  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  five,  daily  prizes  and  one  specimen, 
largest  pike;  A.  Conn,  five  daily  prizes  and  two  specimens, 
barbel  and  trout;  D.  Dodson,  three  daily  and  two  specimens, 
chub  and  dace  ;  and  several  other  members  winning  from 
.  2ur  one  prize  each.  The  chairman  having  announced 

that  the  prize  for  the  coming  season  was  an  open  prize  to 
the  value  of  upwards  of  £20,  offered  by  the  various 
members  and  friends  present,  the  secretary  stated  that 
the  list  would  be  largely  augmented,  and  several  gentle¬ 
men  who  were  unavoidably  absent,  had  notified  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  adding  their  names  to  the  list.  The  toast  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  ”  was  given  by  the  chairman, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Streeton,  who  in  a  short  speech 
stated  that  the  society  was  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 
in  every  way  than  at  any  previous  period  of  its  existence, 
which  was  saying  a  good  deal.  Several  other  toasts  fol¬ 
lowed.  The  next  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association  List, 
Southern  Division,  will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Tuesday, 
20th,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  societies  repre¬ 
sented.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— On  Thursday,  May  7, 
a^  paper  entitled,  “  Scenery  and  Fishing  in  the"  Yale  of 
Neath,”  by  Messrs.  W.  Kenlisole  and  W.  F.  Harris  WA  R  rpnrl 
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oath,  by  Messrs.  W .  Kenhsole  and  W.  F.  Harris,  was  read 
by  the  latter.  The  paper  dealt  with  the  scenery  that  could 
be  visited  in  one  day’s  trip,  and  commencing  at  Hirwain, 
the  route  was  described  across  the  Sychryd  Ravine  to 
Pont-nedd-Yechan,  thence  up  the  Perddyn  and  Little 
Neath  rivers,  across  country  to  the  top  fall  on  the  Mellte, 
descending  this  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Hepste :  and 
return  up  the  latter  river  to  Hirwain,  via  Penderyn.  The 
paper  was  illustrated  with  fifty  photographic  views 
(coloured  true  to  nature),  shown  with  the  lime-light 
lantern  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost,  of  Bristol,  to  whom  the  society 
is  greatly  indebted  for  his  attendance.  Instructions  for 
fishing  the  streams  and  the  pools  under  the  fifteen  falls 
were  given,  and  the  fishing  being  free,  it  is  expected  that, 
many  will  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  to  visit  the 
district.  Owing  to  heavy  rain  the  attendance  at  the  meet¬ 
ing,  though  fairly  good,  was  not  as  large  as  expected,  and 
it  is  intended  to  repeat  the  paper  and  views  during  the 
winter  months.— W.  F.  Harris,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  The 
seventeenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of 
this  society  will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening,  the  28th 
inst.  The  tickets  can  be  had  of  the  stewards,  price  two 
shillings  and  sixpence.  All  tickets  not  returned  on  or 
before  the  25th  inst.  will  be  considered  sold.  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  prize  donors  will  let  me  have  their  prizes  as 
early  as  possible.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington.— A  good  number  of  members  turned  up 
on  Wednesday  evening,  and  some  good  business  done, 
eight  new  members  whose  names  had  been  on  the  club 
books  for  one  week,  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected, 
another  member  gave  notice  of  presenting  a  prize  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Through  the  kindness  of  a  member  any 
gentlemen  enrolled  in  this  association  can  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fishing  seven  miles  of  the  river  Ouse,  full  par¬ 
ticulars  can  be  had  of  the  secretary.  Members  are  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  early  at  the  meetings  as  the  club  books 
are  closed  at  10.30  p.m.,  unless  special  business  is  before  the 
meeting.  The  secretary  begs  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
box  from  Mr.  Brougham.— Alf.  E.  Evans,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road 
—I  must  remind  members  that  our  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  May  27.  All  members  being  in  arrears  will  attend 
and  settle  up  without  delay  ;  and  on  no  account  will  con¬ 
tributions  be  taken  after  May  26.  Secretary  will  attend 
on  Sunday  evenings,  from  nine  to  eleven,  to  receive  money 
for  prizes  and  contributions.  We  started  a  subscription 
list  for  Mrs.  Camm,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  got  £1  5s. 
the  first  night,— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Connemara  Fishing  Club,  Oughterard.— Yery  hot  dry 
weather  since  last  report ;  looks  like  a  change  now.  Plenty 
of  spring  salmon  reported  gone  up  the  Erriff.  Members 
may  have  good  sport  there  at  any  time  henceforward  in 
suitable  weather.  Write  to  Mr.  M’Keown,  proprietor.  The 
Hotel,  Leenane,  Co.  Galway.  May-fly  will  be  up  soon  on 
Corrib  and  Mask.— H.  H. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Broivn- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  12th,  we  had  our 
usual  meeting,  when  it  was  decided  that  members  intend¬ 
ing  to  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner  should  take  their 
tickets  not  later  than  the  24th.  Tickets  to  be  obtained  of 
the  secretary.  Members  will  please  take  notice  of  this.— S. 
Mai, by,  sec. 

Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society,  Great  Yarmouth. 
—The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  new 
club-room,  Corn  Exchange,  Howard-street,  on  Monday 
last.  The  secretary  stated  that  during  the  past  year  tho 
society  fished  six  bottom  matches,  namely— at  Tritton, 
Filby,  Somerleyton,  and  Ormesby.  The  heaviest  gross 
weight  in  one  match  at  Ormesby,  August  19,  was  911b.  31oz., 
by  nine  competitors;  largest  bream,  31b.  Eighty-four 
members  entered  for  tho  six  matches,  and  the  gross 
weight  taken  was  1911b.  lijoz.,  against  1691b.  13oz.  the 
previous  year.  The  special  prizes  for  specimen  fish  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Thompson,  for  bream  ;  Mr.  Saunders,  perch ; 
Mr.  AY  illiams,  roach  ;  Mr.  Lowne,  rudd.  The  society’s 


ten-gumea  challenge  cup  was  won  by  Mr.  I).  Thompson, 
with  twenty-mne  points,  who  is  the  holder  for  twelve 
months ;  it  having  been  won  by  Mr.  Chastenay  in  1889,  and 
by  Mr.  Lowne  in  1888.  Each  winner  is  presented  with  a 
silver  medal  at  the  end  of  tho  season,  at  the  time  of  giving 
uj)  the  cup.  Ihree  pike  matches  were  held  during  the 
winter  months,  at  Buckingham,  and  Potter  Heigham  ; 
gross  weight  of  fish  taken  451b.  15oz. ;  largest  fish  91b.  2oz. 
by  Mr.  Williams,  at  Potter  Heigham,  which  won  him  tho 
rBe.o  '  „  ‘  10  value  Prizes  fished  for  in  the  nine  matches 
£9  18s.  6d.,  which  consisted  of  cash  from  funds,  and 
articles  from  members.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
Mr.  Lowne  the  secretary,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
had  carried  out  his  duties  for  the  society.  Anyone  wish¬ 
ing  to  join  this  society  should  send  their  names  to  the 
Secretary.  As  visiting  members  of  any  other  angling 
can  .join  by  paying  annual  subscription  of  two 
shillings  and  sixpence,  no  entrance  fee  ;  who  will  have  the 
Privilege  of  travelling  to  all  the  fishing  stations  on  the 
fare  ^ 'V  L  ^-M.  railway,  double  journey  at  single 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King’s  Head,  Swinton- 
street. — Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  3.  All  donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by 
sending  them  in  sharp.— R.  Neal,  sec 
.  Funny  Folks  Angling  Society.-To-morrow,  the  17th, 
is  the  opening  day  of  the  season’s  cheap  excursions  to 
1  ulboro  and  Amberley,  Sussex, foranglers  and  their  friends 
who  hold  the  necessary  privilege  tickets,  obtainable  from 
Mr.  A.  Eldndge  (late  Clout),  the  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Gos- 
well-road,  where  all  information  respecting  the  trains  and 
piscatorial  matters  can  be  had  on  application.  From  the 
way  in  which  the  tickets  for  this  cheap  ride  to  these  rustic 
and  delightful  places  of  resort  are  being  purchased,  the 
trains  are  likely,  throughout  the  season,  to  be  highly 
appreciated  and  well  patronised.  To  the  express  train  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  which  leaves  London  Bridge  (L.  B.  and 
o.  C.  Rjr.)  will  be  attached  a  special  saloon  carriage,  in 
which  the  members  and  their  friends  of  the  above  society 
will  travel,  en  vovte  to  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Three 
Crowns,  Watersfield.— W.  Morris,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday, 
May  4,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  prize-givers  came 
up  well  to  the  mark.  I  must  also  thank  the  members  of 
the  Funny  1  oiks  Angling  Society  for  their  contributions  to 
Mrs.  Lake  s  benefit.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — On  the  12th  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance  of  members,  when  they  decided  to  have  a  smoking 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.  B.  S.  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  under 
the  able  management  of  Mr.  G.  Hunt  and  Mr.  G.  Huggett 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  June  9 
— R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.-The  ninth  annual  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held  on  Thursday,  the  7th  inst.  The  pre¬ 
sident,  Mr.  W.  Carey,  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  and  duly  confirmed.  Messrs.  Bateman, 

-f  agan,  and  G.  Stevens  were  nominated  as  active  members, 
and  will  be  ballotted  for  at  the  next  meeting.  The  ordi- 
nary  routine  of  business  having  been  disposed  of  the  re¬ 
port  and  balance-sheet  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
April  last,  was  laid  before  the  members.  The  secretary 
having  read  the  various  amounts  received  and  expended 
Mr.  Hunt  proposed,  and  Mr.  Croker  seconded  that  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  be  received  and  adopted  The 
report  stated  that  six  members  had  been  enrolled  during 
the  year,  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  weight  of  fish 
weighed  in  of  31b.  8ioz.  The  prizes  given  during  the  twelve 
months  had  been  won  by  Messrs.  Wood,  J.  H.  Rich  Sandi- 
lands  Green,  A.  J.  Bryant  Ridger,  H.  C.  Bryant,  Tagg,  and 
balisbury.  The  balance-sheet  showed  after  paying  all  ex- 
penses  and  giving  several  donations,  there  was  in  the 
treasurer’s  hands  the  sum  of  £7  9s.  7 id.  The  election  of 
officers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing" year  was  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  with,  and  the  following  gentlemen  re-elected  •  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  William  Carey;  vice-president,  Messrs.  J. 
v  arney  and  W.  Farrow  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Ridger  ;  secre¬ 
tary,  Mr.  W.  Hayes  ;  committee,  Messrs.  G.  Gibbons,  Tagg 
J.  H.  Rich,  W.  Rich,  and  H.  C.  Bryant.  Messrs.  Croker, 
Aldous,  and  Curley  were  elected  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  Messrs.  Wood,  Sandilands,  and  Dobson,  who  did 
not  seek  re-election.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers 
committee  and  secretary  having  been  passed,  a  special 
appeal  was  made  to  the  members  and  friends  for  books 
for  the  society’s  library.  Three  hearty  cheers  were  given 
to  Mr.  Carey,  who  thanked  the  members  for  their  good 
wishes,  and  the  proceedings  terminated.— W.  H. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton, 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— The  next  return  visit  on  the 
No.  1  Eastern  District  will  take  place  at  the  above  club  on 
Monday,  the  1st  of  June.  I  wish  to  inform  those  friends 
that  intend  visiting  us  that  it  is  necessary  to  come  early,  as 
the  house  closes  at  eleven  o’clock.— G.  F.  Weaver  sec 
Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal-hill. 
—On  Thursday,  the  7th  inst.,  our  annual  dinner  took  place, 
and  some  forty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  ex¬ 
cellent  repast  supplied  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  W.  Murrin. 

The  chair  was  filled  by  our  vice-president,  J.  B.  Orr,  Esq., 
F.C.S.,  who  carried  out  his  somewhat  onerous  duties  in  his 
usual  manner,  and  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Dryden 
who  occupied  the  vice-chair.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts 
had  been  duly  honoured,  the  Chairman  proposed  “The 
Greenwich  Angling  Society,”  which  was  responded  to  by 
the  secretary,  who  in  giving  his  annual  statement  reported 
that  the  society  had  increased  in  numerical  strength  by 
seven  members,  and  that  the  funds  were  nearly  £12  better 
off  than  at  that  time  last  year,  and  there  were  no  liabilities. 

The  toast  of  the  prize  donors  having  been  given  and 
responded  to,  the  chairman  then  presented  tho  season’s 
prizes,  the  recipients  being  as  follows  :  Mr.  G.  H.  Young, 
gross  weight  and  largest  barbel;  J.  Dryden,  largest  jack, 
largest  bream,  and  best  specimen  fish  ;  Mr.  G.  J.  Toynbee, 
largest  roach  and  largest  gudgeon;  C.  Howitt,  largest 
-ierch;  Young,  largest  dace;  Toynbee,  largest  chub. 


,  i Amug,  isngeBb  uaee ;  loynuee,  largest  enuo. 
Special  prize  for  the  member  introducing  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  new  members,  won  by  Mr.  B.  Lawrence.— G.  J. 
Toynbee,  hon.  sec. 


~  principal  uumuooo  m  w  cvmug  was 

a  discussion  on  sea-fishing,  which  was  to  be  started  with  a 
paper  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Parker,  hut  he,  through  illness,  was 
unable  to  appear.  Dr.  Brunton  read  a  very  interesting 
paper  on  “Lythe  Fishing,”  with  the  mode  of  catching 
them,  and  an  excellent  description  of  the  scenery  and 
surroundings  on  the  Scotch  coast,  and  some  sport  ho  had 
had  there.  The  worthy  doctor  commanded  the  rapt  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  audience,  who  were  delighted  with  the  paper, 
and  passed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  tho  reader.  Mr.  C. 
E.  Fosbrooke  then  read  a  paper  on  “Floundering”  at 
Southend,  and  as  he  had  taken  the  gross  weight  prize  on 


three,  recent  occasions,  was  considered  an  authority  on 
the  kind  of  tackle  to  be  used,  some  of  which  he  exhibited, 
lie  also  was  thanked.  Mr.  Jonas  showed  some  Japaneso 
gut,  some  of  the  strands  of  which  were  nearly  2yds.  in 
length,  and  although  it  had  been  kept  eight  or  nine  years, 
was  still  very  strong.  The  honorary  librarian  reported 
haJihg  purchased  Sea  Fishing  on  the  English  Coast,” 
and  tho  American  edition  of  Y‘Izaac  Walton,”  for  the 
library.  I  here  will  be  no  meeting  next  Tuesday.  On 
Iuesda,y,  the  26th,  there  will  be  short  papers  by  members 
friends  on  River  Pollution,”  and  a  discussion  to 

Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Sisters-road,  1  msbury.-W'e  had  a  strong  muster  on 
rriday  last,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  by 
anglers  and  friends.  Our  committee  revised  the  rules  •  tho 
most  important  is  the  “privilege  of  hononary  members  to 
have  privilege  tcikets.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  association 
fwmu  ’ ,,  nl/ opinion  none  but  bo, id  fide  club  anglers 
should  be  allowed  the  favour  of  the  concession.”  Please 
allow  me  through  your  paper  to  thank  all  the  members  oi 
the  Globe  Angling  Society  for  the  most  cordial  reception 
in  respect  to  their  kind  invitation  to  a  jolly  good  supper 
prepared  by  their  most  worthy  host,  Mr.  Franks.  A  jollier 
lot  of  anglers  I  have  seldom  met.  They  were  well  on  the 
teed,  and  kept  the  president  and  vice-president  well  em¬ 
ployed.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Ingleton  Angling  Association — After  the  usual 
busmess  on  May  7,  the  president,  Rev.  J.  Turner,  said  that 
they  had  met  also  to  present  Mr.  Davidson  with  his  like- 
ness,  and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  in  doing  so  ;  he  knew 
Mr.  Dai  idson  had  been  a  hard  and  persevering  worker  for 
the  association,  and  he  would  call  upon  Mr.  Fatham 
solicitor,  to  present  it.  Mr.  Fatham  said  he  had  one  of  the 
pleasantest  duties  uo  perform  which  could  fall  to  the  lot  of 
any  man,  namely,  to  be  the  instrument  whereby  honour 
was  paid  to  one  to  whom  honour  was  due.  As  they  were 
well  aware,  the  principal  object  of  to-night’s  meeting  was 
to  present  the  late  secretary  of  the  Ingleton  Angling 
Association,  with  a  testimonial  taking  the  form  of  a  picture 
oi  himself,  as  a  slight  recognition  of  the  great  services  he 
had  rendered  to  the  association.  The  success  to  which  the 
association  had  attained,  was  undoubtedly  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  Mr.  Davidson.  When  he  looked  upon  the 
picture  it  would  remind  him  with  pride,  that  it  was  a  token 
ot  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  district  in 
general,  and  the  Ingleton  Angling  Associationin  particular 
N  7  t“e  dlm  future  undoubtedly  it  would  be  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  his  children  to  look  upon  tho  respected 
features  of  their  father,  and  it  would  be  a  filip  to  them  to 
endeavour  to  follow-in  his  footsteps,  and  try  and  gain  tho 
popularity,  respect,  and  esteem  which  had  so  deservedly 
fallen  to  their  father’s  lot.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
handing  Mr.  Davison  the  most  artistic  picture  of  himself 
and  hoped  he  would  live  long  to  see  it  hanging  on  his  walls’ 
(Gheers.  Mr.  Davidson  said  he  was  extremely  obliged  and 
thankful  for  the  picture  which  he  had  just  received  and 
at  any  future  date  he  would  at  all  times  do  his  utmost  in 
developing  the  association  in  all  its  works,  and  he  a  "a  in 
thanked  them  for  the  kindness  he  had  always  received  at 
their  hands.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  closed  a 
very  pleasant  meeting.— S.  Worthington,  hon  sec 
Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the’  Ro«e 
Pqpham-road. — The  annual  club  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  Tursday  last,  and  a  very  good  spread 
was  provided  by  Host  Rome.  After  tho  tables  were  cleared 
and  the  prizes  were  given  to  various  winners,  the  rest  of 

.hniUf1111,?  ilvaS/p^t  in  ^rmony.  Mr.  Gulley  was  in  tho 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Key.  Songs  were  given  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  .  Messrs.  Gulley,  T.  Croker,  W.  Stretch,  Croker  sen 
Norton,  Holder,  May,  Ward,  Herbert,  C.  Penny,  Hurman’ 
AV1  T?'  Recitations  by  Mr.  Butler  ;  pianist,  Mr.  Phipps’ 

— J.  H.  Herbert,  sec.  ^  * 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.-The  annual  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  the 
zuen  inst.,  on  which  occasion  some  very  important  hn«i 
ness  will  be  brought  forward.  The  distribution  of  anmmi 
and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  27th  inst 
.  Are  fish  becoming  scarce  in  public  waters,  if  so  what 
is  the  cause  and  remedy,”  a  very  important  and  interesting 
discussion  on  this  subject  took  place  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  last,  Mr.  F.  Heap,  presided,  who  opened  the  discussion  • 
to  give  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  would  take  up  too 
much  space.  The  principal  speakers  were  Mr.  Close 
(Gresham  Angling  Society);  Messrs.  J.  McDermot  T 
Goodwin,  T.  Hams,  C.  Hay  ward,  R.  Bullimore,  and  T  w" 
Garrard.  The  discussion  was  brought  to  a  close  at  11  15 
p.m.,  and  it  was  determined  that  another  discussion  on 
this  subject  should  take  place  at  an  early  date.— H  B 
Jubilee  Angling  Society.  Kensal-road.-Wc  had  our 
return  visit  on  the  Western  District  Anglers’  Association 
A  lsitmg  List  on  Monday  last,  May  11,  which  turned  out  a 
great  success.  Mr.  Henrie,  of  the  Golden  Barbel,  occupied 
the  chair.  On  the  roll  being  called  it  was  found  that  there 
were  fifteen  clubs  represented.  The  benevolent  box  was 
opened  and  found  to  contain  9s.  6d.  After  Mr.  Jennings 
visiting-  officer,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  of  the  Marylebone  im¬ 
pressed  on  those  present  t  he  necessity  of  all  club  anglers 
becoming  members  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 

Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  of  the  Allason  United,  brought  forward 
the  case  of  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  Mr.  Camm 
of  the  Cobden,  who  was  left  unprovided  for.  A  subscrip¬ 
tion  was  started  in  the  room  which  realised  10s.,  and  I  hope 
to  send  Mr.  Abrahamc  a  further  donation  later  on  as  I  am 
sure  it  is  a  thoroughly  deserving  case.  Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  June  4.  Any  gentlemen  desiring  tickets 
for  same  can  have  them  by  applying  to  me,  or  at  the  club¬ 
house,  3s.  each.— A.  Ide,  sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  163,  Gold- 
hawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  Y\T.  -Some  of  our  members 
have  been  out  after  trout,  but  so  far  without  success,  but 
they  will  continue  to  drop  their  lines  in  hope  of  succeeding 
We  expect  shortly  to  publish  our  prize  list  for  the  season 
and  also  to  furnish  each  member  with  the  revised  bye-laws’ 
on  which  lattorthe  committee  have  been  at  work  for  some 
months  past.  We  very  much  regret  to  announce  that  as 
the  result  of  a  resolution  _  conic  to  by  a  general  meeting 
held  on  the  8th  inst.,  re  the  issue  of  privilege  tickets  to 
honorary  members  our  very  efficient  and  courteous 
honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Charles  Bcnwell  has  resigned,  his 
membership.— Crystal  Hook. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester -street,  Pentonville-road.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members,  when  Mr.  Arnell  was 
elected  a  working  member  of  the  above  society.  The 
ninth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  June  1.  All  friends  who  have  given  prizes  will  greatlv 
oblige  by  forwarding  the  same  by  that  date,  and  all  mem¬ 
bers  that  have  won  prizes  must  clear  the  books  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  next  according  to  rules.— W.  Watling  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Qtieen’s- 
square,  and  tet.  Johus-lane,  Liverpool.— Our  last  week’s 
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meeting  was  well  attended,  and  three  more  nominations 
for  membership  were  made.  The  four  gentlemen  nomi¬ 
nated  at  the  previous  meeting  were  duly  elected  to  mem¬ 
bership.  Resolved  that  the  outside  of  the  shelter  house 
at  Knowsley  have  two  coats  of  paint.  A  discussion  cook 
place  as  to  why,  notwithstanding  the  plentiful  stocking, 
the  Knowsley  water  was  not  yielding  an  adequate  return, 
the  sport  obtained  being  somewhat  meagre.  L  ltimately 
it  was  resolved  that  several  experts  be  written  to  with  a 
view  to  having  the  water  examined  and  reported  upon. 
The  weather  for  the  last  three  or  four  days  has  been 
e-loriously  fine,  with  balmy  soft  breezes  and  the  very 
thought  of  being  on  the  banks  of  some  glancing,  spark¬ 
lin'’-  trout  stream,  under  such  circumstances,  being 
fraught  with  the  most  pleasant  anticipations.  May  reali¬ 
sation  in  its  fullest  measure  be  the  result  of  every  angler  s 

WSmav  Angling  ' Society.' '‘Radnor  Arms,  King 
Mildmay  “ p0nd-road.--The  10th  being  our  usual 

weekly  meeU’nf  there  was  not  much  business  done.  Some 
Tf  nur  members  have  been  out  during  the  past  week 

?”SkjTu«d  Tho'pe  K&eTSt 
jointhis  society  will  do  so  as  as  the  neW 

"NewAlbioii  Pilcatoriais,  Duke  of  Kent.  Old  Kent- 
n  —Members  and  friends  are  requested  to  note  that  our 
nii  w  and  prize  distribution  will  take  place  on 
Thursday  next  afsevenp-m.  prompt.-A.  E.  Baldwin,  hon. 

seSf«vtriy' Eastern  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  6, 

ninmm  Id  street  Lo, Mon- wall,  E.C.-VVe  had  a  goodly 
mukter  of  members  on  the  7th  inst.,  which  I  hope  will  con- 
Bnue  every  week,  and  some  good  business  was  done.  A 
.  '..i  isfactorv  change  was  also  made  in  the  hour  of  our 
meAfngs,  viz°,ryfrom  8  p.m.  to  9  p.m  in  future.-G.  F. 

1  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington  14, 

qouth  street  Lambeth,  S.E.-There  having  been  some  dis- 
nmnnsst  some  members  of  this  club,  it  was 
decided  to  dissolve  the  same  and  divide  the  fund*.  After¬ 
wards  it  was  decided  to  reform  the  club,  which  has  been 
done  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  are  now  m  a  flourishing 
Sin™  On  Tuesday,  after  the  minutes  of  prevmus 
meeting  had  been  lapsed,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  electing 
mSht  nlvv  members,  and  of  nominating  six  more  for  next 
wopk  Dnrin"  the  evening  prizes  were  offered  by  Messrs. 

1  ever  Ford,  Briscoe,  Fairhead,  and  Mann  for  opening  of 
season  Anglers  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  give  us  a 
^u  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.-J.  Mann,  sec. 

C  North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
TIaverstock-hill.— Members  of  the  above  are  requested  to 
c  car  the  books,  as  last  Thursday  was  quarterly  night 
Members  of  the  commiLtec  are  requested  to  attend  the 
Wednesday  meetings,  &c„  to  forward  the  rules  as  soon  as 

Pprince"of  Wales  Angling  Society. the  Globe,  Lisson- 
E-rove  -Since  my  last  report  our  annual  prize  distribution 
took  place.  Among  the  gross  weight  winners  were  Mr. 
Porte?  first;  Mr.  Robbins,,  second ;  and  Mr.  Crowley, 
third.  The  specimen  prizes  being  taken,  Messrs.  Hutchings, 
tench-  Davis,  carp;  Brett,  jack;  and  Clist,  rudd.  We 
have  a  capital  list  of  prizes  for  the  ensuing.season  and  we 
hope  to  increase  it.  Our  annual  supper  is  fixed  to  take 
nlace  the  first  week  in  J une.  and  members  are  requested  to 
come  forward  and  oblige.— Wm.  Bouyer,  sec. 

•pVince  Arthur  Fiscatorials,  Golborne-road,  North 
Kensington.-On  Wednesday  we  had  a  very  full  meeting, 
when  a  lot  of  business  was  got  through- viz.,  the  dinner 
orran,rements,  several  members  were  proposed,  and  we 
hope  that  the  angling  clubs  in  general  will  tollow  suit  and 
contribute  liberally  to  the  Cam m  Fund  which  we  learn 
Aviih  roeret  is  a  very  ?aTcase. — J.  »V .  MARRib,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun  Harper-street,  Now 
Kent^road.-At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
electing  Mr.  John  Wigley.  jun.,  an  honorary  member  of 
rhi?  society  also  Mr.  H.  Flower  was  duly  proposed ;  his 
election  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  20.  I  beg  to  re¬ 
mind  members  that  our  supper  falls  on  quarterly  night.  I 
hone  they  will  attend  and  clear  the  books  by  May  31.  I 
have  received  the  prizes  promised  last  season  from  Messrs' 
T  Clarke  Cutting,  and  F.  Cottcrell.-E.  Pvne,  see. 

'  Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow  —The  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the 
13th  inst.  Mr.  A.  Barclay,  chairman,  carried  the  matter 
out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Mr.  A.  Barclay  takes 
first  gross  weight,  lOSlb. ;  Mr.  Hearn,  second  gross ;  Mr. 
Stanley,  third  gross.  Specimen  pnzes-Mr  Hearn,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Iloiden,  jack ;  Mr.  Perry,  perch  The  following  mem¬ 
bers  also  took  prizes:  Mr.  A  Barclay,  three  prizes;  Mr. 
Dav  three  ■  Mr.  Cox,  three  ;  Mr.  Stanley,  two  ;  Mr.  Perry, 
two;  Mr?  Holden,  one;  Mr.  Wells,  one.  Mr.  Stanley 
obtained  most  specimens.  Entire  gross  weight,  3731b. 
Members  please  note— A  special  meeting  is  called  for  next 
Tuesday  May  19,  when  important  business  wdl  be  brought 
forward.’  All  members  will  be  expected  to  be  present.— 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street  Euston-road, — On  Tuesday  last,  some  very  important 
business  was  done,  when  it  was  desided  that  our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  should  take  place  on 
Tuesday  June  2,  1891.  Stewarts  :  Messrs.  J.  Arrigoni  and 
II  Itaine.  All  members  wishing  for  tickets  should  apply 
to' the  above  as  soon  as  possible.  Those  members  in 
arrears  will  greatly  oblige  by  attending  to  the  matter  as 
soon  as  possible,  or  will  be  scratched.  Any  member 
wishing  for  cards  of  membership  for  the  A.  B.  b.,  will 
kindly  oblige  by  giving  in  their  names.  Members  and 
friends  who  have  kindly  promised  prizes,  will  greatly 
oblidge  by  sending  the  same  at  once.  I  must  again  request 
all  members  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  without  fail,  fqr 
very  important  business.  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
an  angling  society,  should  give  us  a  call  any  Sunday  or 
Tuesday  evening,  from  nine  till  eleven,  when  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  give  all  particulars.  This  society  is  com¬ 
posed  of  working  men,  who  would  give  independent 
members  a  hearty  welcome.  Ticket  for  the  supper,  three 
shillings  each.— S.  E.  Cane,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— Members  are  reminded  that 
next  Tuesday,  May  19,  is  our  special  general  meeting  for 
alteration  of  rules,  date  of  annual  dinner,  &c.  As  there 
are  some  very  important  alterations  proposed,  all  members 
are  requested  to  attend  early.  Mr.  Puttock  had  a  nice 
trout  from  the  Lea  on  the  10th,  but  did  not  get  up  in  time 
to  weigh  it  in.— Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

235  Camberwell-road.— The  annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  was  held  in  the  club  room  on  Tuesday,  the 
12th  inst.  Mr.  Buck  in  the  chair,  Mr.  G.  II.  Field,  vice. 
The  excellent  dinner  provided  by  our  respected  host  and 
member,  Mr.  Burke,  was  done  ample  justice  toby  the 


thirty-four  members  and  friends  present.  The  cloth  being 
removed,  the  chairman  gave  the  first  toast,  “The  Queen 
and  Royal  Family.”  “The  Visitors”  came  next,  in  re¬ 
sponding  to  which,  Mr.  nibble,  secretary  of  the  Walworth 
Waltonians,  claimed  for  his  club  the  honour  of  second 
oldest  on  the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  the  South  London 
Angling  Society  being  the  oldest.  The  chairman  then 
gave  “  Success  and  Prosperity  to  the  South  London 
Angling  Society,”  remarking  that  the  club  had  been  in 
existence  for  twenty  years.  Bearing  in  mind  the  un¬ 
favourable  weather  and  admitted  scarcity  of  fish,  this 
society  had  held  its  own  during  the  past  season.  He  re¬ 
ferred  in  kindly  terms  to  the  absence,  through  serious  ill¬ 
ness,  of  Mr.  Whitaker,  one  of  the  founders,  and  was 
heartily  cheered  when  he  expressed  pleasure  at  seeing 
Mr.  Goody,  who  also  had  been  ill,  present.  Financial 
matters  were  very  satisfactory,  and  to  the  committee, 
auditors,  and  delegates  he  tendered  the  society’s  thanks 
for  their  management  of  the  business.  In  replying  to  his 
health,  the  secretary  said  that  he  did  not  take  any  credit 
for  the  smooth  working  of  the  society,  but  must  give  it  to 
the  members  collectively,  who  were  always  ready  to 
assist  him  in  his  endeavours  for  their  mutual  benefit.  The 
cash-book  showed  a  balance  on  the  right  side,  and  there 
was  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  members.  The 
chairman  then  gave  “The  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,” 
saying  that  it  was  eminently  deserving  of  all  support. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  then  took  place,  and  subse¬ 
quently  a  very  promising  new  list  for  the  coming  season 
was  compiled. — J.  James  Frei,  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— The  annual 
supper  of  the  above  society  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  Thursday,  the  7th  inst.,  at  the  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  when  about  thirty 
members  and  friends  (amongst  the  latter  being  Mr.  Long- 
staff,  of  the  Coach  and  Horses,  King-street,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  of  the  Ship  Hotel,  Bridge-road),  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  repast  served  up  in  capital  style  by  the  host  Mr. 
Pocock,  whose  catering  is  evidently  well  appreciated. 
Mr.  J.  Harwood  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  G.  Borham. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  the  chairman  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  Sundial  Angling  Society,  and  congratulated 
the  members  on  their  progressive  prosperous  condition 
after  the  critical  period  experienced  by  them  financially 
through  the  action  of  one  of  their  late  officers,  and  from 
which  they  had  now  nearly  recovered,  and  hoped  that  the 
club  would  continue  progressing,  and  that  they  would  still 
retain  that  spirit  of  unity  which  had  in  a  great  measure 
piloted  the  club  through  its  difficulties  to  a  successful 
issue.j  The  secretary  read  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed 
that  there  was  a  good  balance  in  hand  to  carry  forward  to 
the  coming  season’s  account.  The  toast  of  “The  Angling 
Associat  ion,  ”  The  ‘ 1 V isitors,  ”  &c.,  having  been  responded  to, 
the  numerous  prizes  were  then  distributed  to  the  prize¬ 
winners,  the  most  successful  being  Messrs.  Harwood, 
Packer,  Fountain,  sen.,  Taylor,  and  Pocock  (the  host) ; 
the  other  prize-winners  being  Messrs.  Boreham,  ' Parker, 
Gooch,  Togan,  Reaves,  Pope,  Lewis,  Jarvis,  Banyard. 
Prizes  to  the  value  of  £10  were  presented  to  be  fished  for 
competition  this  season,  some  of  the  visitors  present  being 
donors.  Two  names  were  handed  to  the  chairman  as  pro¬ 
posed  new  members  with  promise  of  others  to  follow. 
There  is  room  in  the  society  for  several  more  members,  and 
full  information  can  be  obtained  at  the  club-house  as 
above. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— The  annual  supper  of  tho 
above  society  took  place  on  Wednesday,  May  6,  when 
thirty-six  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital 
spread.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  we  had  a  first-class 
selection  of  instrumental  music— Messrs.  A.  Putnam, 
piano ;  Leaver  and  friend,  flute ;  R.  Dodge  and  Hedge, 
violin  ;  a  friend,  clirionette  ;  and  Mr.  Grace,  jun.,  gave  us 
a  most  interesting  performance  with  Indian  clubs.  Songs 
were  given  too  numerous  to  mention.  One  of  the  events  of 
the  evening  was  the  presentation  of  a  splendid  marble 
timepiece  to  our  secretary,  Mr.  Packman,  who  has  held 
that  position  for  the  last  fifteen  years.— J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul's 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  next,  May  20, 
tho  annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern  at  nine  o'clock,  for  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  season ;  also  the  arrangements  for  the 
prize  list,  &c.,  for  the  coming  season,  when  it  will  be  neces 
sary  that  every  member  should  be  present.— C.  Hible,  sec, 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— On  Wednesday  last,  May  13,  Mr. 
James  Bodell,  was  duly  elected  a  member,  and  Mr.  Charles 
George  Street,  proposed  ballot  next  Wednesday.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next, 
May  20,  so  I  hope  all  members  will  show  up  at  8.30  sharp, 
and  if  those  members  who  have  not  sent  in  their  names 
for  the  privilege  and  Anglers’  Benevolent  tickets  will  do 
so  as  soon  as  possible,  they  will  greatly  oblige.— R.  J. 
Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenloclc  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— We  met  on  Thursday, 
the  7th  inst.,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  Members  not  present  will  take 
notice  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
May  the  21st.  Our  annual  outing  will  take  place  at 
Pulboro,  on  June  7th,  all  members  to  be  eligible  must  be 
clear  on  the  books.  All  members  beyond  limits  will  be 
struck  off  the  hooks  on  the  last  meeting  night  in  May.— 
W.  M.,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— The  members  of  the  above  club  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  their  host’s  branch  establishment, 
the  Greyhound  Hotel,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  J. 
N.  Hare,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  R.  Dean.  The  room 
was  filled  with  a  good  company,  who  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  menu  and  harmony  which  followed.  Five  visitors 
were  proposed  as  members,  who  offered  between  them  the 
amount  of  ten  guineas  for  prizes  during  the  forthcoming 
season.  Mr.  Crumplen  honoured  the  club  with  his  pre¬ 
sence,  and  responded  to  the  toasts  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and 
Central  Association.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society,  Earl  Derby, 
King  Edward-road,  South  Hackney.— A  special  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held  on  Tuesday  the  12th  inst.,  Mr. 
Shears  in  the  chair  to  make  further  arrangements  for  the 
club  supper,  to  be  hold  as  above,  on  Saturday,  June  G.  The 
tickets,  price  two  shillings  each,  are  now  ready,  and  may 
he  had  from  any  member  of  the  committee,  or  from  the 
landlord,  or  myself,  at  77,  Finsbury  Pavement.  A  smoking 
concert,  commencing  about  eight  p.m.,  will  follow  the 
supper,  to  which  all  anglers  will  be  welcome  on  presenta¬ 
tion  of  privilege  ticket.  A  new  member  was  proposed  for 
election  at  the  next  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  the  27th  inst.  at  8.30  p.m.— H.  Richardson, 
hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 


£2T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Wishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’ s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below,  . 

f30  min.  for  Chelsea.  [55  mm.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  75  „ 

Add-!  45  „  ,,  Hammer-  Add!  80  „ 

j  smith. 

150  „  „  Barnes.  L85  „  , 

Example  If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o  clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.2o  or  to 

minutes  later.  ,  , 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tiae 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London 

Morning. 

Saturday,  May  16 .  7.34  .. 

Sunday,  „  17 .  8.46  .. 

Monday,  ,,  18 .  10.4  .. 

Tuesday,  „  19 . -IHn” 

Wednesday,  „  20 . ll-o9  . 

Thursday,  „  21 . 0.19  ., 

Friday,  „  22  .  0.57  ., 


Richmond. 

Twicken¬ 

ham. 

Teddington. 


Bridge. 

Evening. 

.  8.  7 

.  9.26 

.  10.37 

.  11.34 

0.37 

.  1.15 


English  and  Welsh  Bepests. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— In  an 

experience  of  one-third  of  a  century  I  never  remember  so 
tew  trout  being  caught  in  the  early  portion  of  the  season 
than  there  has  been  this  year.  It  is  true  the  weather  has 
been  against  any  chance  of  getting  amongst  them,  but  even 
now,  with  the  water  in  good  condition  and  a  warm 
summer’s  sun,  the  trout  anglers  are  conspicuous  in  their 
absence,  and  there  is  really  only  one  special  item  to  place 
upon  record.  In  remarking  to  one  of  the  anglers  of  the 
favourable  change  in  the  weather  he  assented,  but  pointed 
out  the  wind  was  in  its  old  quarter — the  north-east.  It 
will  be  a  great  relief  when  the  general  angling  season 
comes  in  (and  it  only  wants  a  month  to  that  time) ;  then 
the  great  army  of  anglers  will  be  on  the  war  path.  But 
whilst  the  anglers  are  at  present  quiet,  the  officials  and 
others  connected  with  the  river  are  busy  enough  in  looking 
after  the  spawn,  and  now  that  of  the  perch  has  become 
vivified  the  roach  will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand,  and  the 
work  which  had  used  to  be  done  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Little,  of 
Twickenham,  in  his  district,  will  still  be  carried  out.  Ihe 
retirement  of  that  gentleman  into  private  life  is  without 
doubt  a  great  loss  to  others  besides  anglers ;  the  general 
activity  and  interest  which  he  took  in  matters  piscatorial 
can  never  be  forgotten  ;  and  as  one  who  knew  well  what 
he  did,  I  consider  the  river  in  the  tidal  district  parts  with 
one  of  its  best  and  truest  friends,  and  myself  also,  one  tor 
whom  1  had  the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  Our  excellent 
honorary  river  keeper  in  the  Chertsey  district,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Armstrong,  reports  that  he  has  placed  a  portion  of  his  stock 
of  young  fry  of  trout,  in  a  most  healthy  condition,  in  a 
stream  near  the  weir,  which  he  will  well  look  after ;  and 
the  ova  of  perch  in  his  neighbourhood  has  been  under  safe 
protection.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  he  has  picked  up  three 
dead  perch,  averaging  lilb.  each ;  two  of  these  had 
spawned,  and  the  other  had  been  killed  by  an  otter ;  but  it 
affords  proof  there  are  still  some  good  perch  in  that  portion 
of  the  river.  Mr.  Armstrong  is  ably  assisted  in  his  work 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Hcbburn,  of  the  Cricketers,  who  is  not  only 
a  practical  angler  but  is  well  known  in  having  made  some 
good  piscatorial  records  before  he  went  to  Chertsey. — B. 

Kingston.— Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  writes:— “Mr. 
Ayres,  of  Hampton  Wick,  took  a  nice  trout  this  morning 
(Monday)  at  Town’s  End  hole.  He  brought  it  to  me.  It 
weighed  exactly  8Jlb. ;  a  very  pretty  fish.  I  weighed  it. 
Mr.  John  R.  Richardson,  fishing  tackle  manufacturer, 
writes:— “A  very  nice  trout  was  caught  opposite  to  my 
shop  to-day  (Monday)  by  Mr.  L.  Ayres,  of  Lansdown  House, 
Hampton  Wick.  It  was  just  over  25in.  long,  and  weighed 
8  jib. ;  it  was  caught  on  fine  drawn  gut  and  No.  9  crystal 
hook  of  my  wife’s  tying.  The  fish  gave  splendid  sport. 
When  first  hooked  it  ran  out  60yds,  of  line  off  the  reel,  and 
fought  a  splendid  fight,  so  Mr.  A.  tells  me  ;  and  from  what 
I  saw  from  the  bank  it  certainly  did  so.  The  fish  is  being 
preserved,  and  I  shall  have  it  on  view  in  about  a  month.” 
The  capture  is  deserving  of  publicity,  and  the  angler  con¬ 
gratulated  on  his  triumph. 

Sltnbury.— The  report  of  the  capture  of  a  fine  trout 
of  61b.  came  too  late  last  week  for  publication.  Mr. 
Lukyn  is  now  reported  as  having  caught  a  small  trout 
of  111b.,  which  there  is  little  doubt  he  returned  to  the  river 
again. 

Upper  Thames.— The  water  in  tho  Upper  Thames 
during  tlje  past  week  has  been  in  rare  trout  trim,  but  for 
all  that  little  has  been  done,  but  this  scarcity  of  sport  is 
really  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  anglers.  The  warm 
weather  has  brought  the  fish  to  the  surface,  and  at  Bray, 
Marlow  and  Hambleden  grand  fellows  have  daily  been 
seen  feeding.  At  Marlow  a  pretty  assortment  of  good  sized 
trout  have  lately  been  turned  into  this  paradise  of  waters. 
During  the  Whitsun  holidays  fishermen  will  have  to  go  for 
the  weir  pools,  for  the  “madding  crowd  ”  of  boats  will  in¬ 
terfere  with  quieter  waters.  Wind,  west ;  weather,  a  treat 
as  to  warmth,  so  if  in  the  coming  week  anglers  do  not  get 
undisturbed  sport,  they  can  feast  their  eyes  on  the  glorious 
surroundings,  which  just  now  are  superbly  beautiful.— 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Though  weather  has  been 
summerlike  in  the  extreme  and  several  trout  snorting 
about,  not  one  has  been  taken  to  my  knowledge  during  the 
past  week.  That  tho  W’ater  is  still  extremely  cold  and 
fish  very  backward  in  spawning,  may  be  judged  from  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Barwell,  of  London,  last  Wednesday,  caught 
four  female  jack  whilst  fishing  for  trout,  each  of  which 
had  not  spawned.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  hear  that  a 
great  number  of  small  trout  have  been  noticed  in  one  spot 
near  Boveney  Weir.  Richard  Gray  assures  me  he  could 
point  out  a  great  manyon  the  shallows  when  the  sun  is  out, 
but  they  are  all  small.  Perch  too  are  busy  spawning  in  the 
backwrater  near  the  Eton  College  playing-fields ;  and  a 
quantity  of  spawn  is  being  looked  after  by  Tennant,  the 
college  waterman,  w’ho  is  located  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  spot.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  weather  continues  beauti¬ 
fully  fine  and  spring-like,  but  rather  cold  at  night.  Flies 
are  hatching  in  daily-increasing  numbers,  and  we  shall 
soon  be  having  the  Hawthorn  and  Black  Gnat.  In  the 
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meantime  the  following  are  the  leading  flies  for  the  trout 
becks Outside  Woodcock— Body,  orange  silk;  legs,  red 
hackle  ;  wings,  dark  woodcock.  March  Brown  (both  male 
and  female) ;  Spiral  Brown  Drake— Body,  orange  or  yellow 
silk,  with  hare's  ear  at  brea3t ;  legs  and  wings,  partridge’s 
freckled  brown  feather.  Sanded  Dun— Body,  bright  copper- 
coloured  silk,  with  ginger  hare’s  ear  ;  legs,  ginger  hackle ; 
wings,  landrail’s  quill.— Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— River  lower,  and  very  clear. 
Much  warmer,  fine.  The  fish  will  not  rise  until  the  sun  is 
off  the  water.  Your  reporter  has  killed  a  few  with  Devon 
and  Spiral  minnow.— Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— At  last  we  have  a  change  in  the  weather, 
and  not  a  very  welcome  one.  The  cold  easterly  winds  have 
given  place  to  tropical  weather,  oppressive  and  depressive. 
With  streams  and  rivers  low  and.  bright,  not  much  has 
been  done.  A  few  trout  from  the  East  Sussex  streams 
have  rewarded  anglers,  but  in  these  waters  where  worm¬ 
ing  is  imperative  the  perch  and  chub  are  a  nuisance,  and 
all  anglers  should  certainly  destroy  the  perch  in  place  of 
returning  them,  or  the  trout  will  undoubtedly  suffer.  The 
Brighton  Anglers’  Association  held  a  smoking  concert  at 
headquarters  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  Stevens, 
who  has  so  ably  filled  the  office  of  chairman,  was  presented 
with  a  testimonial  and  a  gold  medal  on  the  relinquishment 
of  his  office,  and  Mr.  Pain  received  the  cup  for  the  record 
of  the  season.  Smelt  are  giving  grand  sport  in  the 
harbours.  From  ten  to  twelve  dozen  a  tide  have  been 
taken  by  a  single  rod.— George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— There  is  a  great  improvement 
all  round,  both  in  weather  and  water.  The  former  has 
hatched  out  the  flies,  and  the  latter  has  not  only  made  trout 
fishing  possible,  but  profitable  and  enjoyable.  One  of  our 
keenest  members  weighed  in  a  trout  of  17A-in.  in  length, 
9in.  girth,  and  lib.  lioz.  weight,  which  is  the  best  as  yet 
this  season,  and  will  be  hard  to  beat  for  the  president’s 
rize.  The  lucky  captor  is  a  good  all-round  sportsman 
Ir.  Wm.  Weldon.  It  was  caught  at  Glen  Helen— water 
that  is  open  to  the  public  by  a  permit  from  the  hotel.  Sea 
fishing  is  very  good,  the  tides  being  just  right.  There  is 
every  hope  of  having  the  three  mile  trawling  limit  enforced 
in  tfie  Isle  of  Man,  which  must  quadruple  the  sport.— 
Stormy  Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  has  been  good  on  the 
whole  this  week.  Although  we  are  in  want  of  more  rain, 
which  if  a  south  west  wind,  and  a  cloudy  sky  mean  any¬ 
thing,  will  come  within  the  next  twenty -four  hours.  71b. 
of  trout  within  a  very  few  ounces  were  taken  with  the 
Derbykiller  from  the  Dove  Dale  length  on  Tuesday  of  last 
week,  and  forty-five  brace  have  been  made  with  fly,  the 
minnow,  every  day  since.  Mr.  Adeshead  took  four  and  a 
half  brace  on  Saturday  last  with  the  Hare’s  Ear,  Dun,  and 
Mr.  J.  Dixon  took  a  dish  of  four  and  a  half  brace  from 
Brailsford  Brook,  and  three  and  a  half  from  the  Henmore, 
Manby,  with  a  small  Alex.  Later.— Had  rain  ;  sport 
prospects  now  good.  Wind  still  west.— D.  M.  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Eden  (Armath waite.)— River  running  rather  low,  not 
much  fishing  a  change  would  be  very  acceptable,  rain 
being  much  needed.  Several  anglers  staying  here  have 
been  trying  the  creeper,  but  without  much  success.— A. R. 

Greta  (near  Barnard  Castle).— On  Saturday  the 
writer  caught  in  a  drizzling  rain  the  best  dish  he  has  seen 
this  season,  eighteen  fine  trout,  two  of  them  each  Jib. 
weight,  and  on  Monday  a  friend  and  ardent  fisherman, 
Mr.  Cooper,  was  even  more  successful,  bringing  home  a 
splendid  creel  full.  All  caught  with  the  fly,  either  March 
Brown  or  Blue  Dun.— J.  H.  R. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  weather  so  far  this  week  has 
been  very  favourable  for  sport,  the  fine  bright  sunshine 
which  has  prevailed  most  days  working  a  great  change  in 
nature.  At  a  fair  calculation,  it  would  seem  the  state  of 
vegetation,  and  the  progress  it  has  made,  indicates  that  in 
these  parts  the  Season  is  from  three  weeks  to  a  month  late. 
This  has  to  be  reckoned  with  by  the  angler,  and  he  must 
not  think  in  getting  into  the  country  he  will  find  things  as 
they  usually  are  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  But  as 
it  is,  visitors  will  find  things  very  pleasant  if  the  present 
weather  continues.  If  anything,  the  streams  are  still  very 
low,  otherwise  there  is  said  to  be  a  nice  rise  of  fish  during 
the  afternoons,  and  a  fair  amount  of  success  is  obtainable. 
Very  few  fish,  however,  have  yet  been  taken.  I  hear  some 
nice  dishes  have  been  captured  in  the  direction  of  South- 
well,  and  also  some  towards  Mansfield  ;  but  so  far  as  the 
river  is  concerned  they  are  almost  untouched.  The  holi¬ 
days  will  no  doubt  tempt  more  to  make  a  start,  and  if  all 
goes  well  they  should  find  sport.— L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear 
and  a  nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  favourable  for 
fishing,  and  more  fishermen  have  been  out.  The  fish  have 
been  rising  well,  but  sport  is  best  in  the  evening  after  five. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Governor,  Yellow  Dun, 
Stone-fly,  Granham,  and  Iron  Blue.  Bottom  fishing  is 
quiet  at  present,  although  the  fish  appear  to  be  feeding  at 
the  bottom,  no  doubt  on  the  caddis  bait.  In  the  Lugg  on 
Monday  a  nice  basket  of  trout  were  landed  with  the  Iron 
Blue  and  Blue  Dun.  In  the  Arrow  sport  was  good  on  Tues¬ 
day  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Stone-fiy.  Fishing  near  Monk- 
land  has  been  fairly  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for 
angling,  the  fish  rise  well  in  it,  and  one  or  two  very  nice 
dishes  of  fish  have  been  taken  from  it.— Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk). — Since  my  last  report  there 
has  been  some  good  roach  and  dace  had  by  visitors  stay¬ 
ing  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  the  angler’s  head-quarters.  Just 
received  a  letter  from  host  Rolfe.  stating  that  with  this 
splendid  change  of  the  weather  and  should  it  continue,  good 
sport  must  be  had.  He  has  just  began  to  prepare  and  bait 
streams.  Anglers  by  looking  at  G.E.R.  time-table,  will 
find  the  train’s  very  convenient  for  a  long  day  s  fishing. 
The  river  is  only  five  minutes’  walk  from  the  station.  I 
intend,  myself,  all’s  well,  to  give  the  roach  a  fair  trial  next 
week  all  along  the  river,  and  report  as  to  their  prospects 
of  spawning ;  my  opinion  is  they  will  not  begin  as  a  rule 
for  another  two  weeks.  Anglers  had  better  take  usual  bait, 
gentles  and  brandling’s  The  last  three  summers  I  found 
the  fly-fishing  for  dace  good  here,  the  dace  are  numerous. 
Boats  on  the  spot.— John  O’George. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).— With  milder  weather,  pier 
anglers  have  been  having  fairly  good  sport  with  small 
pollock,  and,  should  the  weather  continuefine,  boat  anglers 
may  look  for  good  sport  in  the  bay.— H. 

Plymouth — Sea  Fishing.— The  rivers  have  run  down 
fine  and  would  be  the  better  for  twenty-four  hours’  rain, 
but  still  some  good  creels  have  been  brought  home  during 
the  week,  and  the  fish  are  getting  in  better  condition.  The 
higher  waters  of  the  Meavy  from  Seather  Tor  up  to  the 
Harter  Brook  and  the  river  Cad  from  Ditchworthy 
Warren  up  to  Plyon  Steps  are  the  best  spots  for  fine  fish, 
and  now  as  the  weather  has  settled  in  warmer,  sport  on 
the  moor  is  much  better.  The  flies  that  are  taking  are  the 
Blue  Upright,  Maxwell  blue  and  red,  black  with  silver  | 


twist :  the  Infallible,  Hawthorn-fly,  Blue  Dun.  From  the 
Dart  I  hear  good  reports  of  the  yearling  trout  that  they 
have  imported  into  the  river.  They  feel  quite  at  home  in 
their  new  habitation ;  it  is  a  pity  that  the  other  Boards  of 
Conservators  did  not  follow  the  Dart  Board.  It  is  too  late 
now,  as  fish  are  not  so  easily  transported  in  warm  weather 
as  in  cold,  and  fishermen  will  patronise  those  rivers,  which 
are  best  nursed  and  looked  after.  Summer  has  come  on 
us  all  at  once,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  have  made  tbeir  appear¬ 
ance  :  seme  fine  mackerel  wore  landed  to-day  and  a  good 
quantity  of  hake  ;  the  pollock  too,  are  affording  fine  sport. 
I  had  eight  yesterday  which  averaged  2ilb.  The  favourite 
bait  seems  to  be  Challenger,  and  Double  Worm.  I  have 
heard  of  a  splendid  spawning  ground  which  is  practically 
unknown,  and  hope  to  try  it  shortly;  it  is  inside  Burr 
Island.— Wm.  Hearder. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).- Both  streams 
in  capital  order  for  fishing,  and  the  beautiful  weather  wo 
have  had  induced  many  anglers  to  try  their  luck  among 
the  “  spotted  ones,”  and  some  very  fair  sport  was  had, 
Mr.  E.  Harrison  Bowen,  president  Worcester  District 
Angling  Association,  taking  a  splendid  basket  of  trout, 
eighteen  and  a  half  brace,  averaging  Alb.  each,  in  fine 
condition,  nearly  all  taken  with  the  Yellow  Dun  fly,  which 
is  just  coming  on  the  water.  Mr.  H.  Handley,  Isaac 
Walton  club,  took  a  fine  trout,  21b.  3oz.,  trolling  in  the 
Severn  at  Holt,  and  Mr.  C.  Wall  also  took  a  fine  specimen. 
The  Severn  and  Teme  are  full  of  samlets  at  the  present 
time  which  are  a  great  annoyance  to  anglers,  for  they  take 
any  bait,  and  it  is  impossible  to  help  catching  them,  and 
of  course  they  have  to  be  returned  to  the  water  again. 
Roach  also  are  in  shoals  under  the  weirs,  trying  to  head  up 
the  river  to  spawn,  and  as  the  permits  to  fish  for  coarse 
fish  during  the  close  time  has  this  year  been  withheld  by 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  there  will  no  doubt  be 
a  vast  increase  of  fish  in  the  river,  which  is  much  needed 
in  this  district.  The  Teme  is  alive  with  fish,  which  are 
taking  the  fly  well.  March  Brown,  Blue  and  Yellow  Dun, 
and  the  Cow-dung  going  well.  Mr.  R.  James  took  a  heavy 
basket  of  over  221b.  a  few  days  ago  bottom  fishing. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle). — Fishing  here  since  my  last 
has  been  decidedly  better ;  some  good  baskets  have  been 
obtained,  and  if  we  only  had  a  change  of  wind  things 
would  be  almost  j  ust  to  an  angler’s  mind,  but  east,  and 
nothing  but  east  is  the  prevailing  cry  each  day.  Let  us 
hope  for  south  west  wind,  and  enjoyable  holidays  at  our 
favourite  sport.-  J.  H.  R. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  partis  now  running 
in  capital  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
the  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine  and  the  fish  have 
been  more  on  the  feed,  and  rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  flies 
used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Granham,  Black  Gnat,  Stone  Fly, 
and  the  Governor.  The  small  March  Brown  has  proved  a 
good  killer.  Bottom  fishing  with  the  worm  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful.  At  the  latter  end  of  last  week  two  gentlemen 
were  out  on  the  water  near  Downton  Castle,  and  landed  a 
splendid  dish  of  trout  with  the  fly.  In  the  water  near  Lud- 
fofd  Bridge,  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  fly. 
On  Monday,  near  the  Castle  Mills,  six  good  trout  were 
taken  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Granham.  The  Oakly  Park 
water  is  now  opened  to  angling,  but  a  restriction  is  now 
placed  for  the  first  time  on  bottom  fishing,  and  only  fly¬ 
fishing  is  allowed  above  Burway  House.  The  Ony,  Clun, 
Corve,  and  Ledwyche,  are  all  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
Sport  in  the  Corve  and  Ony  has  been  good  with  the  fly.  In 
the  Clun  and  Ledwyche  a  few  fish  have  been  taken.— S. 
Ludlow. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  in  fine  order  after  the 
two  floods  we  had  lately.  Some  very  fine  trout  have  been 
taken,  and  one  salmon  on  the  fifth ;  a  quantity  of  large 
mullet  have  been  taken  in  the  tidal  water,  with  lug  worm 
this  week-  The  Black  Hawthorn  fly  have  been  swarming 
by  tens  of  thousands.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— The  Trent  here  is  remarkably 
low  and  clear,  and  in  splendid  condition  for  salmon  fishing. 
Anglers  have,  however,  fallen  off  of  late,  although  they 
should  bear  in  mind  that  this  month  is  the  best  in  the  year 
for  taking  the  fish.  On  Monday  at  King’s  Mill,  Mr.  T. 
Wood,  the  lesee,  ran  and  landed  a  “springer  of  ll^lb.,  and 
afterwards  hooked  but  lost  a  second  of  about  201b.*  A  few 
gentlemen  have  tried  the  Shardlow  waters  in  rain,  and. 
news  is  discouraging  from  most  of  the  lower  waters.  Mr. 
H.  Green  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  Reach,  is  said  to  have 
lost  two  fish,  but  as  they  were  not  seen,  they  may  have 
been  either  barbel  or  chub.  The  recent  sultry  weather 
has  caused  a  general  exodus  of  coarse  fish  to  the  shallows, 
and  the  spawning  season  promises  to  be  an  unusually 
satisfactory  one.— Tiie  Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Tunstall  Reservoir.— The  keepers  reported  that  so  far 
excellent  sport  has  been  got  on  this  reservoir.  The  tickets 
are  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day.  One  day  last  week 
a  gentleman  secured  a  large  basket  of  twenty-eight  fish  ; 
and  several  other  anglers  have  done  well.  This  reservoir  is 
about  three  miles  from  Wolsingham,  on  the  Wear.  Some 
thousands  of  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been  turned  in  by  the 
Water  Company.— W.  J.  Cummins. 

Tyne  (Hexham).— F.  Shaker,  Esq.,  Stagshaw  House, 
caught  one  and  a-half  dozen  on  Saturday  last  in  one  hour 
in  his  own  private  water  at  Corbridge.  River  very  low 
and  fine,  want  rain.  Prospects  not  encouraging. 

Wear.— The  river  Wear  Fishery  Board,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Wear  Angling  Association,  have  determined  to  stake 
all  the  pools  from  West  Mill  dam  to  Newfield  Crag,  a 
distance  of  three  miles,  which  will  prevent  any  netting  in 
that  portion  of  the  river  ;  they  are  also  at  the  next  board 
meeting,  going  to  take  into  consideration  the  reports 
furnished  by  Mr.  R.  Pattison,  of  Wilton-de-Wear,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Cummins,  Bishop  Auckland,  to  alter  certain  dams  on 
the  Bedburn,  for  the  better  progress  of  spawning  fish  up 
that  lovely  tributary.— Blue  Dun. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Both  rivers  are 
now  running  in  nice  trim  for  fly  fishing ;  but  although  the 
weather  is  so  fine,  the  nights  are  still  cold,  which  has  the 
effect  of  keeping  back  the  fly.  On  the  Lathkil  and  small 
ti’ibutaries  of  the  Wye,  I  hear  of  some  exceptionally  good 
sport  being  had.  Mr.  Arkwright  and  a  friend  fishing 
this  water  (which  is  preserved)  two  days  this  week,  killed 
twenty-four  brace  of  trout— viz.,  nine  and  a-half  brace  the 
first  day,  and  fourteen  and  a-half  brace  the  second  day. 
Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Wye.  I  hear  of  nothing 
above  two  and  a-half  brace  per  rod.  On  the  Matlock  Bath 
Club  length  of  the  water  a  few  decent  catches  have  been 
had.  Mr.  I.  J.  Hodson  on  Monday  caught  four  and  a-half 
brace ;  and  several  others  from  one  to  two  and  a-half 
brace  per  rod.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Buxton  caught  three 
brace.  Best  flies  have  been— Dotterel,  Hare’s  Ear,  and 
Blue  Dun.— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  &c.— There  has  been  a  com¬ 
plete  change  in  the  weather  since  my  last,  and  the  stone- 
fly  creeper  should  be  well  on  by  Whitsuntide  if  the  present 
heat  continues.  Fly-fishers  have  not  done  much  good 
during  the  week ;  but  my  friend,  Mr.  Hillewell,  had  a 


nice  basket  of  forty-one  trout  from  the  Yore  last  Satur¬ 
day.  He  caught  them  all  with  the  Orange  Partridge,  and 
]  they  would  average  three  to  the  pound.  Best  flies  to  use 
at  present— Orange  Partridge,  Blue  Partridge,  Yellow 
Dotterel,  Dark  Watchet,  and  Poult  Bloa.  A  fow  fish  have 
been  taken  at  dusk  on  the  Ilkley  length  with  Yellow  Part¬ 
ridge  and  Brown  Owl,  which  is  a  standard  evening  fly  on 
the  Wharfe.— Wiiarkedale. 

East  and  West  Clcddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Thanks 
to  another  good  fall  of  rain,  the  rivers  are  now  in  first  rate 
fishing  order,  and  the  water  a  good  colour.— H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
Since  last  report  we  have  had  very  changeable  weather, 
consequently  the  lot  of  anglers  has  not  been  altogether  a 
happy  one.  The  end  of  the  week  was  poor ;  but  on  Monday 
the  Ex-mayor  of  Liverpool  (Mr  T.  Hughes)  went  out,  and 
in  a  bright  sun,  took  the  best  basket  up  to  date,  cutting  all 
previous  records,  fifteen  trout,  weighing  171b.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  C.  J,  Mulleneux  had  a  very  nice  basket  of  twelve. 
There  is  now  a  deal  of  fly  on,  and  fish  are  rising  freely  all 
over  the  lake.  Most  successful  flies— Black  and  Mallard, 
Claret  and  Mallard,  Lee’s  Favourite,  Grouse  and  Claret, 
March  Brown  and  Black  Gnat.  Wednesday— five  rods  ten 
trout,  91b.  2oz. ;  best,  Mr.  T.  A.  Woolley,  three,  weight  31b. 
Thursday— eight  rods,  twenty-four  trout,  221b.  3oz. ;  best 
basket,  Mr.  Melley,  six,  weight  51b. ;  Mr.  L.  Mill  took  a  nice 
basket  of  eleven  from  the  stream  below  dam,  one 
weighing  lib.  2oz.  Friday— nine  rods,  twenty-two  trout, 
191b.  loz. ;  best,  Messrs.  Lingford  and  Melly,  eight,  5Jlb. 
Saturday,  six  rods,  twenty-three  trout,  211b.  5oz.;  best 
baskets,  Mr.  G.  Ward,  eight,  71b.  2oz.;  Mr.  Lingford,  six, 
51b.  10oz.;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Lingford,  lib.  5oz.;  Mr.  Ward, 
two,  ljlb.  each.  Monday,  eight  rods,  forty-six  trout, 
451b.  9oz.;  best  baskets,  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  fifteen,  171b.;  Mr. 
W afford,  seven,  81b.;  Mr.  C.  J.  Mulleneux,  nine,  71b.  4oz.; 
Mr.  Lingford,  six,  61b.;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Lingford,  21b. 
(17iin.  long) ;  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  three,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  9oz.  and 
lib.  8oz.;  Mr.  Walford,  lib.  lloz.  Tuesday,  eight  rods, 
forty-two  trout,  401b.  loz.;  best  baskets,  Mr.  C.  J.  Mulleneux 
twelve,  lOJlb.;  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  nine,  81b.  10oz.;  Mr.  Walfordl 
eight,  7 Jib.;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  three,  lib.  10oz., 
lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  7oz.;  Mr.  Shaw,  lib.  9oz.;  Mr  Walford, 
lAlb.  Wednesday,  eight  rods,  forty -three  trout,  391b.;  best 
baskets,  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  eight,  81b.  10oz.;  Mr.  R.  L.  Worsley, 
nine,  7Jlb.;  Mr.  Kenna,  seven,  5}lb.;  Mr.  G.  Ward,  two 
hours’  fishing,  six,  51b.  2oz.;  Mr.  Walford,  five,  51b.;  heaviest 
fish,  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  ljlb.;  Mr.  Walford,  lib.  10oz.;  Mr, 
Clinning  and  Mr.  Worsley,  two,  lilb.  each.— Long  Drift. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Good  sport  has 
been  had  with  trout  during  the  past  week,  and  good  takes 
have  been  made,  varying  from  about  4Jlb.  to  6Alb.  per 
basket,  thanks  to  the  almost  entire  disappearance  of  the 
Green  fly.  With  more  rain,  dull  weather,  and  the  coming 
out  of  the  gravel  bed  fly,  sport  should  still  further  im¬ 
prove.— H. 

Teifi  (Newcastle  Emlyn,  Carmarthenshire).— Trout 
are  very  abundant  this  season,  and  good  takes  are  being 
made.  We  have  a  fair  number  of  salrnou  up,  but  they  won’t 
rise  at  anything  at  present.— H. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— Sport  has  dropped  off  this  week  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  hot  and  bright  weather  setting  in.  The 
water  is  a  capital  height  for  salmon  angling,  and  also 
trout  angling,  but  very  little  is  done  with  the  fly.  The 
elvers  are  commenced  running  very  freely  about  are  ob¬ 
served  to  feed  on  them.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in  the 
river.  Mr.  Hammond,  on  Thursday,  7th  inst.,  landed  one 
21  Alb.  On  Friday,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  one  131b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  W. 
Stone,  one,  101b.  Saturday,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  on  No.  2 
beat  had  one  201b.  ;  Colonel  Waddilowe,  one  121b.  Monday 
Mr.  Waldegrave  Stone,  of  Worcester,  one  111b.,  on  No.  2 
beat. — T. 

Seotsa  Beports, 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 

Rod  fishing  commenced  here  fully  a  week  earlier  than  in 
1890.  The  first  angler  of  the  season  being  Mr.  Mann, 
London,  who  on  the  29th  ult.,  fished  Loch  Boarlan,  and  got 
seven  trout,  2ilb. ;  on  the  30th,  he  ;had  eleven  trout,  41b. ; 
and  on  the  2nd  inst.,  thirteen,  51b.  On  Monday,  last  week, 
the  same  angler  on  Loch  Cama,  eleven  trout,  4Alb. ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  one  dozen,  4Alb.  On  Loch  Boarlan,  bn  Wednes¬ 
day,  one  dozen,  41b. ;  on  Loch  Urigill,  on  Thursday,  fifty 
trout,  151b. ;  and  on  Saturday,  forty-four,  131b.  On  Monday, 
this  week,  Mr.  Mann  fished  Loch  Cama,  and  caught  nine¬ 
teen  trout  aggregating  61b. — McB. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).—  Besides  the  three  salmon 
caught  on  Friday  week  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coupland,  as  re¬ 
ported  in  last  issue,  Miss  Crewdson  had  two  salmon  to 
her  own  rod  on  the  Braelangwell  waters.  They  weighed 
81b.  and  91b.  On  Saturday,  Miss  Crewdson,  on  Brailang- 
well  waters,  got  three  salmon,  weighing  7Alb.,  81b.  and 
81b. ;  and  Master  Douglas  Crewdson,  on  the  Gruinards 
water,  landed  two,  101b.  and  81b,  On  Monday,  May  4, 
in  addition  to  the  four  salmon  caught  by  other  anglers 
as  already  reported,  Miss  Crewdson  killed  an  eight- 
pounder  on  Brailangwoll  waters ;  Master  Douglas  Crewd¬ 
son  caught  two,  81b.  and  121b.  on  Grinnards  water ;  and 
Mr.  Landalc,  Braelangwell  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon,  81b. 
and  91b.,  on  Gruinards  water,  and  one  of  lOAlb.  on  Brail- 
angwell  water.  On  Tuesday,  Master  Douglas  Crewdson 
landed  two  salmon,  8ilb.  and  8Alb.  On  Wednesday,  the 
Fearn  Lodge  keepers  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod  got  an  81b.  fish  on 
Ravenrock  Pool,  and  lost  another  when  almost  ready 
for  the  gaff ;  Master  Douglas  Crewdson  killed  two,  81b. 
each.  On  Thursday,  the  same  angler,  who,  by  the 
way,  is  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  landed  on  the 
Gruinards  water  one  fish  of  8Jb„  and  an  eighteen- 
pounder,  which  took  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes 
to  play  before  being  grassed.  Miss  Crewdson,  on 
the  Braelangwell  water,  caught  three  of  lOAlb.,  91b.,  and 
81b.  On  Friday,  the  Fearn  Lodge  keepers,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s 
rod,  grassed  a  ten-pounder  on  Dunie  Pool ;  one  of  81b.  on 
Ravenrock  Pool ;  one  of  91b.  on  Gledfield  Pool ;  and 
another  nine-pounder  on  Clump  Pool.  Miss  Crewdson 
fished  the  Braelangwell  waters  on  Friday,  and  got  one 
salmon,  lOAlb.,  in  Gardener’s  Pool ;  and  on  Saturday  a  ten- 

Eounder  in  Rock  Pool,  and  one  of  91b.  in  Fall  Pool.  Mr. 

andale,  Braelangwell  Lodge,  fished  the  Gruinards  water 
on  Monday  this  week,  and  got  two  salmon  on  Bank  Pool, 
weighing  91b.  and  101b.  respectively  ;  Mr.  Lachlan  Munro, 
on  Mr.  Ellame’s  rod,  gets  a  fish  occasionally  in  the 
Gledfield  House  waters.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  weather  has  at  length 
broken.  The  snow  is  coming  away  from  the  hills,  and  the 
streams  which  have  run  in  semi-flood  since  April  arc  now 
flooded.  For  some  days  the  fluctuations  in  the  volume  of 
water  will  retard  sport,  but  a  good  summer  fishing  is  now 
ensured,  and  a  good  grilse  season  on  the  Dee  is  confidently 
looked  forward  to.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  excel¬ 
lent  sport  is  still  the  order  of  the  day,  and  till  well  through 
the  summer  these  waters  will  yield  abundant  sport.  On 
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the  Braemar  section  Mr.  J.  G.  Ross,  of  Kingussie,  fishing 
on  McGregor’s  water,  landed  two,  of  121b  and  81b. ;  four, 
of  61b.  to  101b. ;  and  one  of  71b.  in  the  latter  part  of  last 
week,  while  Alex.  Wallace,  keeper  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Wil¬ 
kinson,  landed  the  first,  fish  of  the  season  on  the  Cluny, 
some  three  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  Dee.  The  Hon. 
Lord  Burford  and  Colonel  Ponsonby  Wells  have  arrived  for 
a  short  stay  at  MacNab’s,  but  unfortunately  the  water  has 
not  been  in  good  trim  since  their  arrival.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters  a  good  few  fish  were  got  last  week,  all  of  average 
sizes.  On  the  Ballater  section  some  fifty  fish  have  been 
landed  during  the  past  ten  days.  On  the  Invercauld  water 
Donal  Morgan  had  four,  from  81b.  to  911b. ;  three,  81b.,  91b., 
and  941b. ;  two,  741b.  and  81b. ;  two,  81b.  and  91b. ;  one,  of 
741b. ;  and  two,  of  161b.  and  221b.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callander  have  been  havinge  xcellent 
good  sport.  On  Monday  last  they  had  nine  fine  fish  be¬ 
tween  them,  varying  from  641b.  to  211b.  while  following 
that  Mrs.  Callander  had  two  ten-pounders  to  her  own  rod 
on  Tuesday,  and  one  of  81b.  on  Friday  ;  also  Mr.  Callander, 
on  the  other  days  had  four,  scaling  from  6?, lb.  to  281b. ;  six 
from  71b.  to  111b. ;  and  seven  scaling  from  81b.  to  101b.  On 
the  Glenmuick  water  Lieutenant  Allen  landed  one  of 
7Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Thyme,  one  of  121b.  On  the  Glentana 
waters  Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  friends  are  still 
adding  daily  to  the  season’s  record  some  very  nice  fish,  and 
above  average  weights  being  landed.  On  the  Aboyne  and 
Kincardine  O’Neil,  Banchory,  and  lower  sections,  the 
volume  of  water  has  been  too  heavy  for  good  work,  many 
of  the  pools  being  entirely  out  of  the  running  altogether. 
On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water  Mr.  William  Laymond 
landed  one  of  841b.,  one  of  91b.,  and  one  of  81b. ;  while  J. 
Nicoll,  keeper,  had  two,  of  171b.  and  61b.,  and  one  of  81b. 
On  the  Borrowstone  water  J.  Sherritt,  keeper,  landed  two, 
of  91b.  and  941b,  Admiral  Fane  has  now  taken  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  here,  and  will  again  fish  this  section  after  an  absence 
of  eleven  years.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  B.  Drummond 
succeeded  in  landing  one  of  8Jlb,  two  of  841b„  and  one  of 
91b.  last  week,  while  the  keeper,  on  Lower  Dess,  had  two 
of  71b.  each  on  Monday,  and  one  of  71b.  on  Thursday.  Mr. 
Drummond  had  one  of  81b.  on  Ballogie.  Good  baskets  are 
now  got  daily.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— The  rod  and  net  fishings  on  the 
river  Deveron,  showed  a  slight  falling  off,  owing  to  the  dry 
nature  of  the  weather,  but  on  Wednesday  light  showers  of 
rain  fell,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  continuance. 
In  the  end  of  last  week,  the  first  salmon  by  the  rod  was 
killed  by  the  keeper  at  Dunlugus.  It  was  a  fine  fish  and 
weighed  about  91b.  On  the  Rotheway  water,  Mr.  Harvie 
Brown,  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Beattie,  had  not  so  heavy 
baskets  of  trout  this  week,  owing  to  the  frost  at  night,  and 
the  water  is  beginning  to  run  low,  which,  unfortunately  is 
detrimental  to  salmon,  disease  again  appearing.  The 
fishermen  on  the  river  had  very  few  fish  at  the  haul,  and 
the  total  for  the  week  was  considerably  less  than  that  of 
the  previous  week.  The  fishing  on  the  coast  continues  pro¬ 
ductive.  From  all  the  stations  the  reports  are  exceedingly 
favourable.  From  the  Portroy  district  we  hear  that  at  one 
station  fifty-two  fish  were  taken  last  week.  At  the  various 
stations  in  this  district,  the  daily  yield  was  from  three  to 
twelve  fish.  One  of  the  salmon  was  of  large  size  weighing 
341b.,  and  the  average  101b.  to  121b.  Grilse  were  scarce. 
From  the  river  and  sea  stations  for  the  week  ending 
Wednesay  ;  five  boxes  were  consigned  to  the  markets,  one 
more  than  for  the  corresponding  week  last  year.  At 
Gardenstown  the  sea  fishings  yielded  four  boxes  for  the 
week,  which  was  similar  to  that  of  the  same  week  last 
season.— H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — The  iveek  just  gone  has  been 
a  most  favourable  one  for  anglers,  as  far  as  weather  is  con¬ 
cerned.  There  has  been  a  greater  amount  of  heat,  and  a 
good  few  copious  showers  of  rain,  but  not  sufficient  to 
raise  in  any  degree  the  already  fallen  stream.  Still,  the 
anglers  who  daily  plied  the  rod,  have  been  in  most  cases 
awarded  a  measure  of  success.— S.  E. 

Kilmelford.—I)r.  Percy  Kidd  (London),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Adam  (Greenock),  and  Mr.  EckersleyjLancashire)  at  present 
residing  at  Cuilfail  Hotel,  are  having  good  sport  on  the 
several  lochs  connected  therewith,  the  weather  being  very 
favourable  for  angling.— John  McFadyen. 

Kyle  of  Durness.— Lewis  Mclver,  from  Scourie  House 
fished  the  kyle  for  five  days  last  week,  with  the  following 
result :  ‘  May  4,  six  fish,  81b.  ;  otb,  nine  fish,  1511b.,  largest, 
Swb’A,%h’  eiFht  flsh’.  Hlb. ;  7th>  seven  91b.;  8th,  four 
fish,  7- lb.  All  the  time  there  was  a  cold  easterly  wind 
which  proved  greatly  against  sport.  Fish  are  very  plentiful 
now,  and  with  the  mild  weather  which  has  “set  in  we  i 
expect  this  week  to  have  fine  baskets. — John  Sutherland. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)  —  The 
weather  has  been  so  unfavourable  that  angling  on  these 
tidal  waters  has  been  relinquished  for  some  days  back.  So 
far  as  known  no  fish  have  been  got  with  the  rod  since  last 
reported,  but  the  net  fishings  are,  week  by  week,  getting 
more  productive.  Mr.  Anderson’s,  Ri vermouth,  South 
Bonar,  and  scalp  shots  showed  considerable  improvement 
as  compared  with  the  previous  week,  while  the  takes  on 
Mr.  Smith  s,  Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fishings  were 
about  doubled.  The  hauls  made  on  Messrs.  Powrie  and 
Pitcaithley  s  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
firth,  were  heavier  than  during  any  previous  week  since 
the  opening  of  the  season.  From  all  these  fishings  com¬ 
bined  it  is  estimated  that  close  on  18  cwt.  of  salmon  had 
been  consigned  to  London  and  other  markets  in  the  course 
of  the  week.— McB. 


Lairg.— With  commendable  enterprise,  Mr.  Butters, 
of  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  has  ordered  from  Howietoun 
seventeen  hundred  Loch  Leven  yearlings,  which  he  is  to 
put  into  Loch  Beannoch.  The  Levenensis  ought  to  do 
remarkably  well  in  this  loch,  which  is  noted  for  the 
abundance  of  its  excellent  fish  food,  as  well  as  the  quality 
and  gameness,  and  large  size  of  its  native  trout.— J.  Y. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire.)— The  whole  of  the  Ayrshire 
lochs  are  now  getting  into  capital  order  for  the  season,  and 
sport  has  very  much  improved  since  my  last  notes. 
Among  the  more  successful  of  late  are  Messrs.  Mappin 
and  Harrison,  London,  who  have  had  some  very  fair  sport. 
Out  from  the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  they  had 
three  dozen,  weighing  121b. ;  three  dozen  and  nine,  weigh- 
ing  141b. ;  and  three  dozen  and  two  on  another  occasion ; 
while  on  a  fourth  day  they  killed  eight,  weighing  21b. 
Other  anglers  have  been  fairly  successful  on  odd  days, 
lhese  lochs  will  afford  good  sport  during  the  next  two 
m  onths.— Heatherbell. 

L°ch  Eck  (Loch  Eck  Hotel,  N.B.).- Out  from  Loch 
hjGK  Hotel  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  J #  McHoutcheson, 
Glasgow,  had  two  salmon,  111b.  and  71b. ;  seven  sea  trout, 
r.  Lrquhart,  Glasgow,  was  out  for  one  hour,  and 
bad  three  sea  trout,  31b.— John  Steward 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).-During  the’  past  few  days 
blazing  sunshine  has  predominated,  and  trout  has  stub¬ 
bornly  refused  the  most  alluring  dainties  within  the 
angler  s  category.  Some  consolation,  however,  is  derived 
by  the  latter,  who  contemplates  dire  revenge  when  the 
rain  comes.  The  number  of  boats  out  during  the  week  have 
averaged  about  fifteen  daily.  The  best  basket  was  got  on 
I  riday  last  by  Mr.  A.  Finch,  Pitfar,  Dollar,  who  had 
seventeen  trout,  161b.  Pike  are  now  being  occasionally 
got  with  the  rod  after  their  spawning  season,  but  most  of 
them  are  small.  Two  heavy  pike  were,  however,  got  with 
the  net  on  Monday,  weighing  2911b.  and  211b.  respectively. 
— Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Bannock.— Mr.  H.  N.  Bonar,  Edinburgh,  from 
the  Dunalistair  Hotel,  fished  the  river  on  the  4th  inst.  and 
caught  51b.  yellow  trout.  Also  on  the  5th  inst.  fished  the 
loch  and  caught  611b.  trout ;  on  the  6th  inst.  71b. ;  on  the 
i on H41b. ;  on  the  8th  inst.  91b.;  and  on  the  9th  inst. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  This  river  continues  to  give 
good  sport  to  the  anglers  at  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel. 
bol°uel  Plr  Johl?  Ferguson  Davie,  fished  the  lower  beats 
on  Monday  week  and  got  91b.  salmon  on  Cromarty  pool 
and  a  twenty-two-pounder  on  Poll  Claray  ;  on  Tuesday 
the  same  angler  landed  one  of  101b.  on  Home  Pool,  and  on 
VV  ednesday  a  twelve-pounder  on  Cromarty  Pool.  He 
landed  another  121b.  salmon  on  Thursday  on  Blackston 
Fool,  and  on  the  same  pool  on  Friday  he  had  a  fine  fish  of 
131b.  On  Monday  this  week  he  landed  a  71b.  salmon  on 
V^marty  Pool,  and  on  Tuesday  a  thirteen-pounder  on 
MacPherson  s  Pool;  the  Rev.  J.  Chichester  on  Monday  week 
had  a  1-lb.  salmon  on  Little  Fall,  and  one  of  141b-  on 
Bridge  Pool.  On  Tuesday  he  took  a  91b.  fish  out  of  Poll 
Ofarag.  On  Wednesday  the  same  angler  caught  three— 
an  8jlb.  fish  on  Pipers  Pool,  one  of  81b.  on  Blackstone 
Pool,  and  one  of  1041b.  on  Artificial  Pool.  On  Thursday 
he  landed  a  nme-pounder  on  Fir  Dam  ;  and  on  Saturday, 
one  of  similar  weight  on  Poll  Clarag.  On  Monday,  this 
week,  the  same  rod  had  a  salmon  of  111b.  on  Blackstone 
Pool;  and  on  luesday,  two  salmon— a  nine-pounder,  on 
Round  Pool,  and  one  of  111b.  on  Big  Fall.— McB. 
f'  i  (®^a^hnaver,  N.B.)— Since  last  report,  Mr. 

Griffiths  landed  ten  salmon,  one  of  which  weighed  181b. 
and  one  sea  trout.  Mr.  Gill  caught  six  salmon,  including 
an  eighteen-pounder.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  six 
salmon  in  all  were  grassed  by  the  Skelpick  Lodge  anglers 
in  the  course  of  the  week.  The  net  fishers  started  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  river  Borgie  last  week,  and  as  a  result  twelve 
salmon  were  despatched  southwards  on  Saturday.— Me  B 

Oich  and  Loch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort 
Augustus).— Parties  staying  at  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel 
have  been  enjoying  capital  sport  lately  on  loch  and  river, 
oome  line  large  fish  have  been  landed  ;  four  were  got  on 
one  day,  weighing  211b.,  181b.,  161b.  and  101b.  Large  trout  are 
also  taking  well  on  Loch  Ness.  Mr.  Leonard  Gow  and  Mr. 
Muire  had  good  baskets,  yesterday’s  catch  weighing  141b 
including  a  black  trout  of  51b.  They  fished  Loch  Tarff  the 
previous  day  and  although  the  day  was  anything  but 
favourable,  there  only  being  a  slight  breeze  at  intervals, 
they  had  a  basket  of  81b.  While  I  write  there  is  a  nice 
shower  of  ram,  and  the  glass  is  falling  fast,  so  there  is 

stayI^HisoNhelr  baTlng  successful  angling  during  their 

South  of  Scotland.— Since  my  last  notes  most  of  the 
district  rivers  have  come  into  better  ply  with  the  slight 
showers.  The  Nith  was  in  part  flood  on  Friday,  and  this 
afiorded  an  opportunity  for  the  worm  experts  filling  their 
creels.  On  the  club  waters  of  the  Cairn  some  nice  little 
irout  were  caught.  The  Border  Esk  is  not  affording  so 
much  sport  among  salmon  and  sea  trout.  This  is  mainly 
attributed  to  the  low  state  of  the  river.  Yesterday  there 
was  a  rather  better  appearance  in  the  Solway  nets,  and  it 
is  probable  some  have  now  got  up  the  streams.— Heather- 

BELL. 

Strathpeffer  (Spa  Hotel) --Mr.  Whyte,  one  salmon 
oate  Pool,  May 8;  on  May  11,  Mr.  MacKenzie,  one 
salmon  91bs.,  on  Slipping  Stones  Pool.— A.  Wallace. 

■  B.lrnam  Hotel  Water).— The  welcome  change  in 
v  eather  has  made  a  vast  difference  in  the  surroundings  of 
the  water-side,  and  the  freshness  of  the  atmosphere  with 


tho  fragrance  of  the  flower-studded  fields,  is  most  tempting, 
the  sna-bree  ”  has  disappeared,  and  the  river  is  now  in 
grand  order,  and  salmon  and  trout  are  rising  well.  A  few 
grilse  have  made  their  appearance,  and  more  should 
follow  soon  with  this  fresh  push  of  water.  The  few  anglers 
that  were  out  last  week  had  some  nice  baskets  of  fine  trout, 
the  majority  of  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  of 
I  Edinburgh,  who  killed  fifteen  on  Monday,  while  Mr.  Guild, 
Lochgreen  House,  Birnam,  had  thirteen.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
Hamilton  caught  eleven,  and  on  Wednesday  thirteen.  On 
the  same  day  another  Edinburgh  gentleman  had  two  lovely 
trout,  and  on  Thursday  he  had  twelve,  while  Mr.  Hamilton 
had  nine.  On  Friday  Mr.  Hamilton  made  a  farewell  cast, 
and  achieved  grand  success,  killing  ten  fine  trout.  The  last 
n c/,  gentleman  only  fished  for  an  bour  or  two  each  day 
— M.  G. 

West  End  of  Lock  Tay  (Killin).-On  April  29,  Mr. 

Wooda  !,  two  salmon,  91b„  181b. ;  30th,  one,  151b. ;  May  5, 
°Ane’-,2  ’1!JY  6fcb>  one>  181b-  ’  7fch>  one,  201b. ;  9th,  one,  171b. 
Aprd  30,  Dr  Teal  one  salmon,  201b. ;  May  2,  two,  91b.,  211b., 
’A0ne’  181b. ;  7th,  Mr.  Frost,  one  salmon,  181b. — Alpine 
McAlpine. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford).— I  think  the  past  week  has 
been  the  best  we  have  had  this  season.  The  takes  have 
been  fairly  good,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  rain.  The 
Rev.  Payre  Galloway  had  61b.  on  the  6th;  Master  Bertie 
Galloway  had  nine  trout  on  the  7th  ;  the  same  gentleman 
had  o4  lb. ;  Master  Bertie,  41b.;  the  8th  was  a  very  bad  days 
thick  mist,  that  never  lifted  ;  9tb,  the  two  former  gentle¬ 
men  were  equal,  having  41b.  each;  and  the  Rev.  W. 
Hunter,  of  Brafferton,  had  41b.  of  trout,  most  of  them 
|;u'£.e>  a?(i,  0^e.r  alb.;  C.  Metcalfe,  Esq.,  has  just  returned 
(he  has  fished  from  ten  to  onep.m.)  with  eighteen  beautiful 
trout,  killed  with  Winter  Brown  and  Light  Snipe.  The 
annual  competition  of  Duns  Merchants’  Angling  Club  took 
place  on  Wednesday  last  on  the  Whitadder,  the  number  of 
competitors  being  the  largest  since  the  formation  of  the 
club,  numbering  thirty  -  five,  heaviest  weights,  James 
bkn'ving,  81b.  6oz.;  Alex.  Martin,  71b.  4oz.;  James  Kirk¬ 
caldy,  olb.— R.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone). — This  splendid  trout 

stream  continues  in  good  order.  The  Green  Drake  is  on. 
A  slight  fresh  on  Friday  last  kept  the  water  well  up  and 
good  sport  was  the  result.  On  that  day,  fishing  the  Cluggan 
roaches,  Mr.  George  Steenson  had  sixteen  trout ;  Mr.  W- 
Malone,  nine  ;  Mr.  James  Boyd,  eleven  ;  and  Mr.  T.  James, 
brown  trout.  On  the  Ardtrea  reaches,  same  day, 
Mr.  K.  Campbell  had  six  trout,  but  the  best  record  of  the 
week  was  that  of  Mr.  Palmer  McConnel,  who  informed  me 
that  he  killed  thirty-two  trout  on  the  water  between  the 
Red  Budge  and  Ballygoney.  Below  Coaph  reaches,  Mr. 
Joseph  Stewart,  on  Saturday,  killed  ten  trout,  and  Mr. 
o.  t0°k  a  prime  five-pounder  on  a  bait.  Mr. 

Staflord  Leitch  and  myself  fished  Lower  Coaph  reaches  on 
1  uesday  morning,  and  we  each  killed  half-a-dozen  trout, 
averaging  lib.  each  Mr.  J.  Stewart  told  me  that  in  the 
a  iSA.^reSu  he  killed  a  221b.  trout  in  the  Kingsmill  water. 
Although  so  far  advanced  in  the  season  coarse  anglers  can 
nave  rare  sport  among  the  perch,  which  swarm  about  tbe 
Barmouth,  where  the  river  enters  Lough  Neagh.  For  in¬ 
stance,  Mr.  John  Maneely,  on  Wednesday  last,  bagged 
ninety-eight,  and  Mr.  John  Norris,  fifty-two  perch.  Indeed 
so  numerous  are  the  perch  in  the  lower  reaches  that  it  is 
impossible  almost  to  fish  with  bait  for  trout  after  a  fresh 
as  the  perch  will  take  the  bait.— East  Tyrone. 

M°y  and  Rakes  (Ballina).— During  the  past  week 
we  have  had  bright  warm  days  with  little  on  the  wind,  and 
what  there  was  came  from  the  north  east.  Consequently 
sportwas  not  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be.  A  change  has  set 
Vb  ” la(\  south-west  and  rain  threatening.  On  the  7th 
flH-/L?chroP  killed  two  salmon,  121b.,  1341b,  and  lost  the 
third  after  a  long  fight,  the  fish  getting  under  the  boat  and 
breaking  the  cast  above  the  dropper  fly.  The  8th  Mr. 
Gmgly  had  a  fish  of  1141b.,  and  a  grilse  541b. ;  same  day 
Mr.  WiUiamson  killed  a  nice  springer,  1241b.;  and  Mr.  J. 
Gilchrist  Clarke,  one  1141b.  The  10th*  Mr.  Ringwood  killed 
a  beauty,  141b  fresh  run,  covered  with  sea  lice  ;  Mr.  Balf, 
a  good  fish,  1641b. ;  and  Captain  Nuns,  a  nice  basket  of  trout, 
weighing  1221b.,  some  nice  two  pounders  in  the  lot.  The 
11th,  Colonel  H.  St.  George  killed  two  salmon,  1141b.,  91’o.; 
an<|  ??  tb? 12th-  one  salmon,  1341b.  The  13th,  Mr."  J.  Boyle 
and  Mr.  Fvans,  two  salmon,  12jlb.,  131b.,  and  three  trout 
with  salmon  fly,  4jlb.  Trout  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well, 
feome  nice  baskets  of  fish  are  brought  in  daily,  from  a 
dozen  to  one  and  a  half  dozen,  averaging  close  on  lib. — 
Frank  Hearns,  Ballina,  Co.  Mayo. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-Considering 
the  intense  heat  (it  was  90  deg.  in  the  open  yesterday)  and 
north-east  wind,  anglers  have  managed  to  capture  a  very 
nice  lot  of  good-sized  salmon  this  week.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Anglers  frequentine 
these  lakes  will  bo  interested  to  learn  that  the  Green  Drakg 
or  May-fly  has  made  its  appearance  upon  Lough  Ernell 
aiMi  iln  .ab?at  a  .  week  or  ten  days  the  dapping  season 
be  111  1  swing;  At  the  present  time  the  weather  is 

•  i  i?  m°st  unpropitious  kind,  and  very  much  uneasiness 
is  felt  as  to  fishing  prospects.  The  wind  has  apparently 
set  in  the  east,  and  bright  calm  sunny  days  which  bring  a 
steclly  glitter  upon  the  water  is  the  untoward  result.  It 
would  not  therefore  be  prudent  for  anglers  to  think  of 
coming  for  at  least  another  week.  -  T.  J.  W. 


ROBERT  STRONG, 

|t  metical  4fisl;tu0  ® treble  pt  alter, 

50,  CASTLE  STREET,  CARLISLE. 

SV.™  *  r)IA,KEE  Of  the  FAMOUS  EDEN  SALMON  PLY, 

t  ii  H  iFL:L  P0G;whlch  has  proved  such  a  successful  fly  upon  the  Eden,  Esk, 
Diddle,  Derwent,  and  many  other  rivers.  Maker  of  the  Carlisle  Devon  without  a 
slit,  balmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern,  and  forwarded 
by  return  of  post.  A  large  stock  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 

at  very  reasonable  prices. 

Grand  Diploma  of  Honour,  Highest  Award  for  Irish  Damask  Table  Linen,  Edinburgh,  1890 
__  _  _ _  Two  Prize  Medals,  Paris,  1889.  6 


WILLIAM  HAYNES, 


Fishing  Tackle 
Manufacturer , 


CORK. 


Children’s. ..Is.  3d.  perd  z. 

Ladies’  . 3s.  Id- 

Gent’s . 3s.  6d. 


CAMBRIC 

„  ,  ueubs . ob.  oa.  ,,  |  uentrs  ...4s.  lid 

Embroidered  Handkerchiefs,  in  all  the  Latest  Styles,  from  Is.  to  60s.  each 

qnJdafhp1KtmentS  t0rfh0  Queen  nAAIf  fTPil The  Carabrics  of  Rodinson  ai 
and  the  Empress  Frederick  aj  E I  ■  "  Eg  LT Cleaver  have  a  world -wi 

of  Germany.  I  wUIVC  If 


Hemstitched — 

Ladies’. ..3s.  lljd.per  doz. 
Gent’s  ...4s.  lid. 


and 

vx  ■  to**6-"— Queen. 

NS0H& CLEAVER, Belfast.  ||  «  unf  C  D  P  UI C  CO 

Fleane  name  this  Pa/er.  IlMIl UIVC VtUn I kZ|  O 


shouM  gD^me  a  trEl118  °f  obtaining  first-class  Rods  and  Tackle  of  all  kinds,  at  moderate  prices, 
,  Sole  Inventor  and  Patentee  of  the 

k  Archer  ”  Spinner  and  Blarney  Prawn  Tackle, 

a  m  Both  a  Wonderful  Success. 

balmon  and  Trout  Ilies  unequalled.  My  Rods  stand  uurivalled,  both  for  excellence  of  balance 

and  finish. 

Read  Extract  of  letter  received  from  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL  Esq.:— 

o,,.  t  „  ii-  j  -  ,  Hartopp  Arms,  Waterville.  July  19th,  1S90. 

oWo!!’  iam  oWlSed  for  your  trouble,  and  enclose  cheque  in  payment  for  the  13-foot  rod  I  have 
Chosen.  A  more  perfect  rod,  from  every  point  of  view,  I  never  met  with. 

_  (Signed)  H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL. 

Only  a  few  copies  of  this  rare  and  useful  old  booh  in  existence. 

By  Parcel  Post,  free,  for  10s.  Dd.  in  Stamps  or  Postal  Orders. 

BLACKENS  ART  OF  PL  Y-M  AKX1T  G-,  ETC', 

n°pmQA T  A ft  C°J,0Urs’  w!th  HAND-COLOURED  STEEL  ENGRAVINGS 

OI  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  SHOWING  HOW  THE  FLIES  ARE  MADE.  With 
Descriptions  ot  Mies  for  the  Season  of  the  year  as  they  come  out,  Illustrations  of  Minnow  Tackles,  &c 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Go.,  Limited, 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  fitlUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E,C; 


May  1g,  1891.] 


THE  “STANDARD"  MEAT  BISCUITS  FOB  DOBS. 

USED  BY  SOME  OF  THE  LARGEST  EXHIBITORS. 


TESTIMONIALS.  _____ 

Glenboig,  N.B.  |  The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co. 


The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co 

sz i s* ».* i  ***  Wi  t0 

Yours  truly,  ROBERT  CHAPMAN  I  }  °tUerS’  I  lcasc  rePGat  la*<’  order,  namely  5  cwts.  J  *  1  ™  t0 


We  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  the 

l  ( 


Yours  faithfully,  W.  R.  REID. 


if 


in 


rir  • — - 

constant  use  of  these  biscuits  is  attended  witW.hP^h  kJowle<*p  of  biscuit  making,  finds  that 
IHE  BISCmV^7ZTLTlo^  f ■  ' WARM  WATER  FOR  10  MINUTES 

TMTT  -QTAMnADm  V®’’ l!‘! ’°al™ee  pald’  Speciai  Terms  for  larger  quantities. 

IHE  STANDARD'  MEAT  BISCUIT  CO.,  EDINBURGH. 

Fourth  Edition,  367  pages,  crown  8vo.,  cloth.  Now  Ready,  price  12/6,  post  free. 

TROUT :  HOW  TO  BREED  &  GROW  THEM, 

BY  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

ILLUSTRATED. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane. 


To 


CURED  INSTANTLY  BY  HACKLES. 


Prevents  Decay,  Saves 
Extraction.  Sleepless 
Nights  Prevented. 

NERVINE 


BUNTER’S 

Neuralgic  Headaches  ana 
all  Nerve  Pains  removed 
by  BUNTER’S  NERVINE. 

All  Chemists,  Is.  lkl. 

Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &c.,  writ¬ 
ing  in  Health ,  says — 

“  ‘  BUNTER’S  NERVINE  '  has  stood  the  most 
severe  test.  For  many  years  it  has  been  the 
favourite  household  Remedy  for  TOOTH-ACHE 
and  kindred  ailments  of  NEURALGIC  character. 

It  contains  nothing  of  a  deleterious  nature,  and 
should  claim  an  honoured  place  in  every  family 
medicine  chest.” 

The  LIGHTEST  ROD  in  USE.  Weight  7  to  10  oi 

Booth’s  Five-Joint 

cottage8  terrfi 
??ortest  route  from  England  and  Scotland 

Ireland -»»“  tk  r.E  HVRrfY’  KiIlaloG'  Co.  Clare 
T^e  610611  Drake  season  on  lake  com 

”e  about  mthouBrndBk  in  When  the  bl«  trout 


the  Trade  Only. 

Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
_  Seal’s  Fur,  Pig’s  Wool. 

I  all  colours  Guaranteed  Fast 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 

THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

is  Published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Herrcke 
Pi  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 

Fishing  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post-paid.  Ai.nuai 
luhscnption,  post-free,  12  Marks  (12  shillings) 

SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND.  J 


Roach  Rod  4s.  8d. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box  price  4s.  8d. 

Carriage  paid  for  4Jd.  extra 
“  We  have  had  this  rod  in  constant  use  every 
season  for  heavy  bream,  tench,  perch,  eels,  r-ach 
Ac.,  and  it  is  as  straight  and  strong  as  ever.’ 
Editor,  FisnrNG  Gazette,  September  28th,  1889. 

1  yard  gut  east  ..  ,.  „  Is.  3d.  per  dozen 

^  >i  ii  ■  •  ••  ••  2s.  5d.  ,, 

®  n  ii  . Ss.  4d.  ,, 

Finest  drawn  gut  manufactured,  15  inch,  4s.  pe: 
100 ;  2s.  per  50 ;  and  7d.  per  dozen. 

Best  Trout  Gut,  very  strong,  2s.  6d.  per  100. 
Fine  Trout  Gut.  2s.  per  100.  8aImon  Gut,  6s.  9d 
Gold  Fish,  3s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

Tin  to  hold  6  doz.,  Is.  each. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon  St.,  Hull, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  &  Gut  Merchant. 

PRACTICAL  DODGY 
UTILITIES, 

Skates. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 

Lists  Free. 

H  ILL’ S , 

4,  Haymarket,  S.  W. 

BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY, 

EYED  TROUT  OVA,  16s.  per  1,000 
FRY  from  £1  per  1,000. 

Year-old  FISH  at  reduced  rates. 

A  Jen  Year-  Old  BLA  CK  BA  SS  for  Sale 

W.  T.  BILK,  Stamford 

New  Bait  for  Pollack,  Bass,  Ac. 


W  ORM-FLY. 

1  kad  made  the  loch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twentv- 
flx’  every  one  of  which  exceeded  Alb  The  largest 

wSolo  Tot^slfb  2dlTbbfithe  be5f  dozen4, ‘isiufandthe 

wxioiG  lot,  ddlb.  The  worm-fly,  Mr.  Donald WW.Rnnc 
-ADiv6™  fu4  illIer'  accounted  for  all  but  a  few  " 
281  h^il  0N  A  MooRLANI>  Tarn,  tishing  Gazette,  March 

On  loops  or  strands  of  gut,  2/6  per  doz. 

D.  WATSON, Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Inverness 

henry  wilds 

Celebrated  Pure  Silk  Plaited  &  Twisted 
Lines  at  reduced  prices- 


Fishing  in  the  North  &  West  Ridings. 

Anglers  contemplating  a  visit  to  the  Aire. 
Wharfe,  Ribble,  Greta,  Wenning,  Yore,  Wensley, 
I  £th?r,rivers  in  the  North  and  West  Ridings 
j  of  Yorkshire,  and  desirous  of  obtaining  informs - 
:  tion  as  to  Fishing,  Lodgings,  &c.,  should  make 
I  their  wants  known  through  the  medium  of  tie 

<Ca?£vsr©3»  Herald, 

I  published  at  Skipton-in-Craven,  which  has  the 
most  extensive  circulation  in  the  neighbourhood 
or  these  rivers. 

Views  of  the  Wharfe,  Bolton  Abbey,  &c.,  may 
be  obtained  at  the  office  of  this  paperj 

Wm.  BLAGKLAWS  &  SON,. 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Every  Angling  Requisite —'Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 


Plaited  No.  1  Fine  Trout  or  Roach,  100  yds  1/6 

2  Strong  Trout  ...  ‘  ’  o/ 

3  Barbel  ...  ”  ”  ' 

4  Pike 

5  Salmon 

6  Heavy  Salmon 


2/10 

3/10 

4/6 

5/6 


68,  IOUNDSGATE,  NOTTINGHAM. 


THE 


DOUBLE  WORM. 

The  most  deadly  Bait  known.  Fish  are  mad 
after  it.  Three  by  post,  Is.  ;  ditto,  larger,  Is.  6d. 

HEARDER,  PLYMOUTH. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing. 
Inventors  of  the  celebrated  Plymouth 
Sand  Sets,  Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds 
of  fishing. 

Otter  and  Beam  Trawls,  Trammels, 
Naturalists’  and  Oyster  Dredges. 
Established  1770.  Highest  awards  everywhere. 


[Season  1889-90.] 

trout. 

I  OVA,  16s.,  FEY,  £1,  per  1000  YEAH- 
LINGS,  £2  per  100 

MATURE  COARSE  FISH, 

-  including  Minnows,  Gudgeon,  Dace,  Roach, 
Carp,  Tench,  Bream,  Perch,  Ac.,  from  10s.  per  100. 
T o  prevent  disappointment  order  early 
Price  Lists  free  from 

THOMAS  FORD,  Manor  Fishery, 
Oaistor,  Lincolnshire. 

N.B.— Book  on  Trout  Fishing,  One  Shilling. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLIES 

FOR 

THE  USK. 

Mr,  J.  CLARE  has  W.  E.  Actescn’s 
patterns,  tied  by  Miss  Louie  Clare- 
recommended  by  the  Fishing  Gazette 
The  Field,  Land  and  Water,  &o. 

Salmon  Flies  and  Grub,  12/-  per  doz 
Trout  Flies,  2/-  per  doz. 

Day  and  Season  Tickets  for  the  noted 
Yspittie  water  for  Salmon  and  Trout  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  J.  Clare,  Fishing 
Tackle  Maker,  Abergavenny. 


SPRAT! S  PATENT 

LIMITED. 

“FIBRINE” 

FISH  WL  E  AL 

Made  in  various  degrees  of  fineness,  and  in 
two  kinds,  viz. Biscuit  Meal,  for  Carp,  Gold 
fish,  &c.,  and  Meat  Meal,  for  Trout  and  similar 
feeding  fish. 

For  rearing  young  fry  and  feeding 
adult  fish . per  CW£ 

. per  14  hag 

Ditto .  7 

.  ii  1  ii 


£1 

0 

0 


Spratt’s  Patent,  Limited,  LondoD,  E.C. 


INDIA  RUBBER  STAMPS 

For  Heading  Note-paper 
Endorsing  Envelopes,  Cheque 
and  Posial  Cards,  Marking 
Linen,  Crests,  Facsimiles,  &c 
Price  and  Pattern  Sheets,  post- 
free. 

MONOGRAMS, 

Two-letter,  Is.  each  ;  Three- 
letter,  2s.  each.  Full-name,  in 
neat  type,  1/4  each,  mounted 
on  brass,  with  ehocised  1  an. 
die,  and  complete  with  Box, 
Pad,  and  Ink.  Postage  3d 
extra.  Pocket  Stamps  of  all 
This  Style  from  kinds.  J.  Berkley,  8,  Livery- 
28.  each.  street,  Birmingham. 


ARTIFICIAL  FLIES, 

Florence  and  Ethel  Currell, 

Daughters  of  the  late  Mr.  GEORGE 
CURRELL,  of  Winchester, 

Beg  to  inform  Anglers  that  they  are 
commencing  Business  for  themselves, 
and  respectfully  solicit  a  trial. 

Salmon,  Mahseer,  May,  Trout  and  Scotch 
Loch  Elies  Dressed  to  Order. 

41,  SUSSEX  SI.,  WINCHESTER. 

Two  minutes  from  L.  £  S.  IV.  U.  Station. 

If  you  are  interested  m  Books 

send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “  The  Publishers’  Cir¬ 
cular  and  Booksellers’  Record,”  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Established  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books, 

also  out  of  print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &e.  Every  number  of  “The  Pub¬ 
lishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’  Record” 
(published  every  Friday,  price  l^d.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “  Books  Wanted,”  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  tlie  Publishers’  Circular,  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Price  2s.  6d. ;  post  free,  2s.  9d. 

THE  art  OF-  ANGLING 

By  CHARLES  BO  SVLKER,  of  LUDLOW. 
Containing  List  of  Flies,  Directions  for  Fly  Fishing 
Trolling,  Making  Artificial  Flies,  &c„  with  a  List  of 
the  most  celebrated  Fishing  Stations  in  North  Wales, 
and  coloured  Plate  of  Flies.  One  of  the  best  books 
extant  on  the  "  Gentle  Art.”  G.  WOOLLEY,  Book- 
seller,  LUDLOW. 


C  lot  lx 


Binding  Cases 


FOIl  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT 

Dorset  Works ,  Salisbury  Sq.,  London, 

Price  2/6;  post-free  2  9 


Spencer 
Street, 

Birmingham 


Gold 
Watches 
w’,..  25/**  Solid 

rr Silver  Brooches 
_  lOd.  Necklets  8/- 
-^Lockets  1/8,  Lady’s 
^ct.Gold  Dress  Bings 
8/C,  Gold  Earrings  2/9, 
Brooches  5/,  Lockets  8  ti 
Oar  New  Grand-Shakes- 
perian  Catalogue.”  Over 
1,200  Engravings  of  high- 
class  Watches  and  Jewellerv 
sent  Post  Free  on  applicatio7 


See  one  before  purchasing. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALU  FISH  which  will 
take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by  the  leadiDg 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d  . 
6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra) 
the  Maker— WM.  KING,  107,  COMMERCI A  ’ 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[May  16,  1891. 


*  t 


look  herb 

For  12s  6<1  I  will  forward  you  a  three  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  well-finished  Greenheart  Fly 
Rod,  in  bag,’  11  feet  long,  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  inch  Bronzed  Reel,  with  levol  0 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Pritt's  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
G  e,  RICHARDSON,  Gun  &  Fishing  Tackle  Makel? 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


HEATON 

161  to  165, 

Hospital  Street, 

BIRMINGHAM. 

PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  Wood  Reels 

Of  every  description.  Established  185 1 . 

PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch  Reel,"  “Brake  Reel,"  “Ven¬ 
tilate  Spindleless  Reel,'  and  the  noted 
“  Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods. 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  Assortment  of  Fish¬ 
ing  Reels  in  the  world. 

These  goods  can  be  obtained  from  all 
respectable  Fishing  Tackle  Makers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

FLY  FISHrNGT 

The  Latest  Stock  of  Flies  In.  London. 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

/a^  ^  Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 
J  Flies),  2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holhorn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  MARK.  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock. 


SPECIALITIES  TO  BE  HAD  ONLY  FROM 

HUTCHINSON  & 

STBICKL  A/N  DGATE,  KENDAL., 

Superior  Greenheart,  and  Whole  Cane  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods. 

Kendal  Solid  Leather  Fish  Creels,  price  25s  Kendal  Combination  Wood  and  Metal  Fish  Creels, 
price  5s.  fid.  each.  Special  Compact  carry-all  Fishing  Bags  for  Trout,  from  3s.  -d  ,  for  Salmon 
11s.  North  country  Hackle  Flies,  superior  quality.  Is.  Ed.  per  dozen.  Winged  Flies,  Is.  Cd  per 
dozen.  North  country  Fly  Casts,  Os.  per  dozen.  We  guarantee  all  our  goods  of  the  best  possible 
material  and  workmanship.  Price  List  Post-free. _  _ . 

HO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies  and  Ilooks,  and  though  holding  a 
large. quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 
room  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price,  No.  1  size,  Is.  7d.;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6 cl.,  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 
WILLIAM  BIRKE T, 
LORD  STREET,  PRESTON. 
Wholesale  Agents: 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Kedditch. 

The  Last  Great  Invention  for  Anglers. 


THE  ANGLERS’  HOOK  BOOK 


(REGISTERED  No.  12924). 


TIME  AND 
TROUBLE 
SAVED. 


NO  HOOKS 
WASTED. 


Prices,  bound  in  strong  cloth  cases  4/6,  5;6,  7/6.  Postage  3d.  extra. 

Fitted  with  the  best  quality  gut  hooks,  assorted  sizes  for  Roach  and 
Bream,  10/6,  12/6,  and  15/-  each, 

And  may  be  obtained  from  the  Maker, 

Jk.  IPJkGKE  WOOD, 

59  and  60  HIGH  STREET  HUNTINGDON. 
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“  TWELVE-AND-SIX  ”  A-DAY. 

THERE  WAS  ONE  FISH  ! 

By  Mac. 

Says  the  Guide ,  “  Rough  stormy  days  are  the 
best  for  this  river,”  and  it  adds,  “  the  sport  is  often 
splendid.’’  That  splendid  sport  is  got  I  am  far 
from  denying,  but  I  say  it  is  an  indisputable  fact 
that  whole  seasons  have  been  known  to  pass 
without  one  single  day  of  splendid  sport  being  had. 
I  put  down  the  fishing  as  uncertain  ;  it  comes  on 
late,  much  seldom  being  done  before  the  advent 
of  July.  There  is  no  real  run  of  fish  into  the  river 
till  the  season  for  summer  angling  arrives,  and 
then  salmon,  grilse  and  sea-trout,  with  a  “  happen¬ 
ing  ”  bull  trout,  all  go  up  together,  constituting  the 
one  solitary  natural  run  of  the  year. 

The  year  I  fished  this  river  the  angling  had 
been  particularly  backward  in  coming  on  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  rain,  that  all  im¬ 
portant  element.  For  several  weeks  only  slight 
showers  had  fallen,  and  these  at  long  intervals 
apart  ;  the  lochs  from  which  the  stream’s  supply 


of  water  is  derived  had  gone  down  to  lowest  ebb ; 
and  generally  speaking  angling  of  all  kinds  had 
so  far  proved  as  great  a  failure  as  even  the  oldest 
of  the  old  gillies  had  ever  known  it  do.  In  short, 
a  time  of  disappointment  beyond  measure  to  many 
eager  anglers  had  been  experienced.  A  friend, 
staying  at  the  hotel,  to  whom  I  was  paying  a  fly¬ 
ing  visit,  during  my  angling  sojourn  in  this  district 
of  the  west  coast,  about  the  middle  of  July  had 
fished  for  the  better  part  of  a  fortnight,  forenoon, 
noon  afternoon,  and  evening,  and  his  had  been  the 
extremely  hard  luck  of  not  getting  a  single  scale. 
Accordingly  on  my  arrival  on  the  appointed  after¬ 
noon,  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  finding  him  in  a 
state  of  great  jubilation  over  his  sport.  Had  he 
done  anything  ?  No.  Had  he  had  any  encourage¬ 
ment  ?  Well,  yes,  after  four  days’  fishing  he  had 
discovered  that  there  was  one  fish  in  the  river  ! 
This  important  discovery  which  anew  gave  him 
encouragement  to  persevere  he  made  one  squally 
forenoon  after  a  terrific  night  of  wind.  Not 
another  fish  had  he  seen  before  nor  since ;  but  this 
one  he  had  actually  raised.  It  came,  he  told  me, 
a  fine  bright  large  fish  to  a  very  small  Black 
Doctor,  which  he  put  over  Rory’s  pool  immediately 
after  finishing  his  lunch  on  the  day  in  question. 
It  came  beautifully,  to  all  appearance  eager  to  grab 
the  fly,  but  though,  through  clean  missing  it,  it 
was  not  pricked,  it  would  not,  did  not,  that  day 
come  again.  On  the  morrow  he  was  back  trying 
to  stalk  it,  and  for  four  days  in  succession  this 
game  went  on,  but  it  was  all  a  vain  endeavour. 
On  the  fourth  day,  he  did  not  see  it,  though  he 
tried  hard  for  it  several  times ;  but  once  each  of 
the  three  previous  days  he  had  seen  it  come  after 
his  fly  a  bit,  following  it  cautiously  out  of  its  lie, 
in  the  deep  black  water  close  to  a  long  shelving 
rock,  under  the  birch  on  the  opposite  bank. 

All  this  and  more  he  told  me  as  we  discussed  the 
situation  ”  in  the  evening  after  dinner.  He 
had  not  fished  for  two  days,  he  said,  but  to  keep 
others  out,  and  in  the  expectation  that  sport 
would  better  in  the  near  future  he  had  kept  on 
his  rod  at  twelve  and  sixpence  per  day,  and  he 
urged  me,  though  he  did  not  feel  sanguine  that  I 
would  do  anything,  to  have  a  try  on  the  morrow  in 
his  right.  This  was  very  kind  of  him,  and  I  could 
not  but  consent  notwithstanding  that  he  had 
painted  from  his  own  experience  the  prospects  of 
sport  as  so  utterly  discouraging.  I  knew  nothing 
about  the  river,  having  never  before  seen  it  or 
fished  it,  and  so  naturally  was  very  anxious  that 
he  should  go  along  with  me.  “  Surely  you  will 
come  along  with  me,  Mr.  G.,”  I  said.  He  would 
not — he  was  utterly  sick  of  it,  and  had  firmly 
resolved  not  to  go  back  till  matters  looked  greatly 
more  promising.  Certainly,  he  would  with 
pleasure  have  borne  me  company— though  not  to 
fish — had  he  not  arranged  to  go  out  with  another 
gentleman  to  try  a  small  seaside  loch  some  miles 
distant,  into  which  it  was  reported  there  had  been 
a  fair  run  of  sea  trout  during  the  week. 

It  comes  as  a  matter  of  course  to  the  practised 
eye  to  tell  where  trout  will  be  found,  but  how  can 
one  fish  with  much  success  for  salmon  on  a  river 
entirely  strange  to  him  without  a  guide  ?  This 
river  I  did  not  even  know  the  way  to — it  was  four 
miles  off  through  a  mountainous  region.  If  left 
to  myself  I  might  not  find  it  for  hours  ;  finding  it, 

I  might  fish  a  wrong  beat — this,  as  likely  as  not, 
besides,  I  might  waste  most  of  the  time  flogging 
useless  water.  It  forcibly  struck  me,  therefore, 
that  my  acceptance  of  my  friend’s  kind  offer  had 
placed  me  in  a  dilemma. 

Among  them  a  major — of  whom  more  anon — 
were  about  a  dozen  keen  anglers  all  waiting  in 
expectation  staying  at  the  hotel,  and  with  these 
immediately  after  it  was  arranged  that  I  should 
take  the  day  on  the  river  my  friend  and  I 
“  forgaitbered,”  as  is  the  custom,  in  the  verandah, 
to  smoke  and  chat  about  flies,  fish,  and  fishing  till 
the  time  of  night  customary  for  “turning  in.” 
Accordingly  it  was  pretty  late  before  I  knew  any¬ 
thing  definite  about  how  I  was  to  shape  for  a 
guide  or  gillie  on  the  morrow.  When  I  men¬ 
tioned  this  matter  to  my  friend  he  was  very  much 
put  out — annoyed  beyond  measure,  I  could  see — 
for  having  forgot  to  tell  me  that  he  had  told  the 
“  old  man  Norman,”  who  had  been  his  own  gillie 
all  the  time,  that  he  would  require  to  be  at  the 
hotel  at  nine  o’clock  prompt  to  start  with  me  for 
the  river.  “  He  is  a  good,  quiet,  old  man,”  he 
said,  “  but  it  licks  me  to  make  him  out ;  he  speaks 
so  very  little.” 

Although  between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  there 


had  been  no  signs  ;to  indicate  that  a  storm  was 
impending,  yet,  nevertheless,  it  was  coming — 
indeed,  very  near  at  hand.  It  could  not  have 
been  much  past  midnight,  for  I  had  not  been  long 
asleep  when  I  was  awakened  by  the  plashing  of 
rain  on  the  window  and  the  wind  racketting 
fiercely  outside.  At  last  a  change  had  come,  and 
with  a  vengeance.  My  imagination  pictured  the 
river  rising  rapidly,  and  the  fish  skittling  merrily 
up  from  the  tideway  with  the  new-freshened 
water.  With  that  impatience  which  blames  the 
night  and  urges  on  the  morn,  I  lay  awake  for  a 
long  time — how  long  I  cannot  say— longing  to  bo 
at  the  river-side;  but  at  last  I  fell  asleep,  and 
neither  of  the  gale  nor  of  the  salmon  and  grilse 
surging  up  the  brown  water  had  I  any  thoughts 
until  eight  o’clock  in  'the  morning,  when  I  was 
rapped  up  to  get  ready  for  breakfast. 

On  getting  outside  after  dressing  I  found  tho 
rain  had  entirely  gone  off.  The  wind,  however, 
still  kept  high,  and  watery-grey  clouds  were  being 
swished  rapidly  past  away  to  the  range  of  huge 
“  bens  ”  to  the  south-west,  to  envelop  their  crags 
and  peaks  in  real  “  Scotch  mist.”  In  the  moder¬ 
ately  calm  water  of  the  sheltered  bay  in  front  of 
me  were  a  score  at  least  of  boats  and  various 
small  craft,  which  had  run  in  to  avoid  the  gale,  the 
fury  of  which  was  still  making  the  sea  outside  the 
entrance  channel  race  along  in  mountainous 
billows,  and  striking  with  terrible  energy  the 
projecting  rocky  capes  in  its  course  send  with  a 
roar  and  a  rush  great  masses  of  seething  white 
water  high  into  the  air.  Last  of  all,  undaunted  by 
the  elemental  rage  which  he  had  weathered 
coming  along  the  shore— I  found  Norman  had 
arrived  from  his  cot  in  the  clachan  some  two 
miles  distant.  Locally  called  “  black,”  from  the 
colour  of  his  hair,  he  was  a  man  of  middle-size, 
well-knit,  and  to  appearance  somewhat  over  forty 
years  of  age.  But  for  the  perversity  of  the  natives, 
who  would  have  him  called  “  Black  Norman,”  I 
should,  to  distinguish  him  from  the  many  other 
Normans  of  the  place,  have  styled  him  “  Blue 
Norman,”  for  his  dress  was  altogether  blue— a 
blue  worsted  bonnet,  ditto  jersey,  blue  scarf  and 
blue  trousers.  He  was  very  blue  and  very  quiet. 
After  breakfast  I  burdened  him  with  my  rods,  the 
bag,  lunch,  whisky,  and  all,  and  we  started  off  for 
the  river. 

(  To  he  continued. ) 


BAIT  AND  GROUND  BAIT  FOR  ROACH. 

The  practised  roach  fisher  is  very  particular 
about  his  baits,  both  for  the  hook  and  ground¬ 
baiting,  which  forms  a  very  important  item  in  this 
class  of  fishing ;  as  roach  feed  upon  a  great  variety 
of  substances,  the  baits  are  also  numerous,  and 
the  greatest  cleanliness  and  care  must  be  observed 
in  their  preparation.  I  have  known  this  fish  refuse 
paste  because  it  had  been  made  up  with  hands 
smelling  of  tobacco,  and  Mr.  Francis  relates  an 
instance  where  a  day’s  roach-fishing  was  utterly 
spoiled  by  the  use  of  ground-bait  into  which  some 
musty  bran  had  been  worked  up.  I  will,  first  of 
all,  give  directions  for  the  preparation  of  a  good 
ground -bait.  Put  a  quantity  of  old  bread-crusts 
into  a  large  basin,  leaving  room  for  them  to  swell; 
pour  sufficient  hot  water  over  them  to  soak  them 
thoroughly,  and  cover  it  over  to  keep  the  steam 
in.  Allow  it  to  remain  for  two  hours  or  more, 
and  then,  with  clean  hands,  break  it  up  thoroughly, 
so  that  the  mass  contains  no  hard  lumps  or  bits. 
Put  the  whole  into  a  strainer,  and  squeeze  out  as 
much  of  the  water  as  you  can.  Boil  about  half  a 
pint  of  common  broken  rice,  and  let  the  water 
drain  from  that  also.  Put  both  the  crusts  and  rice 
into  half  a  peck  of  fresh  bran,  and  scatter  over 
the  whole  one  and  a  half  breakfast-cupfuls  of  flour, 
to  bind  the  mass  together.  Work  and  knead  all 
together  thoroughly  ;  take  a  number  of  small 
round  pebbles,  and  on  to  each  press  and  squeeze 
a  good  handful  of  the  mixture,  working  it  in  the 
hands  until  the  ball  is  hard  and  firm.  The  stone 
keeps  it  at  the  bottom  until  the  ball  breaks  up, 
and  attracts  the  fish  to  swim.  The  above  quantity 
makes  up  about  twenty  balls,  which  is  quite  suffi¬ 
cient  for  a  day’s  fishing.  And  one  last  word  of 
advice,  take  good  care  not  to  overdo  the  thing ; 
for  instead  of  putting  the  fish  on  the  feed,  it  has 
just  the  contrary  effect.  I  shall  continue  the  sub¬ 
ject  next  week. — Halcyon  ( Leeds  Mercury). 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  dear.  Bestqualjty  only.— $ast  Lqnpon  Rdbbeb 
Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  J5, 
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HOW  THE  FOUR-POUND  FARIO  WAS 
CIRCUMVENTED  * 

That  trout  have  become  comparatively  scarce 
in  some  rivers,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  anglers  can¬ 
not  now,  as  a  rule,  capture  such  heavy  creels  of 
fine  fario  as  were  caught  twenty  years  ago  with 
artificial  fly,  is  a  fact  to  be  deplored. 

Possibly  the  reason  may  be  attributed  to  three 
causes  : — Firstly,  the  largely-increased  numbers 
of  fly-fishermen  who  pursue  the  delightful  sport ; 
secondly,  the  (so-called)  improved  methods  of 
farm  tillage  and  drainage,  by  which  I  mean  the 
using  of  artificial  guanos  and  phosphates,  &c., 
which  in  heavy  rains  find  their  way  in  a  state  of 
solution  into  the  field  drains,  thence  rapidly  to 
the  rivers  and  streams,  poisoning  the  fish,  or  at 
any  rate  injuring  and  putting  them  “  off  feed  ” — 
these  effluent  waters  quickly  precipitate,  leaving, 
where  was  formerly  bright,  clean  gravel,  deposits 
of  rich  unctuous  mud,  where  weeds  grow  apace 
and  choke  the  streams,  and  produce  quantities  of 
water-bugs,  snails,  larvae,  &c.,  on  which  trout  so 
glut  themselves  that  they  do  not  rise  freely  to 
fly,  as  formerly  in  the  good  old-fashioned  times, 
when  wholesome,  honest,  farm-yard  manure  was 
used  to  fertilise  the  land. 

The  Darenth,  that  pretty  Kentish  river,  once  so 
pure  and  pellucid,  that  Michael  Drayton,  the  poet, 
in  his  “  Polyolbian,”f  speaks  of  it  as  the  “  Silver 
Darenth,”  and  which  stream,  within  the  memory 
of  middle-aged  anglers,  flowed  over  silver-sands 
and  golden  gravels.  The  Wandle,  too — where, 
thirty  years  ago,  though  its  waters  were  even  then 
heavily  fished,  it  was  quite  a  common  occurrence 
to  catch  three  or  four  brace  of  handsome  trout  of 
an  evening,  and  in  many  other  streams  I  wot  of — 
where  lusty  trout  once  disported,  are  now  only  to 
be  found  the  coarsest  kinds  of  fish — and  even  they 
drag  out  a  precarious  existence. 

There  is  a  scheme  projected  to  clean  out  the 
Wandle,  remove  its  thousand  of  tons  of  muddy 
deposits,  and  by  turning  in  large  quantities  of 
yearling  fario,  to  restore  it,  if  possible,  to  its 
pristine  reputation  of  being  a  fine  trouting  stream. 

I  heartily  wish  success  to  this  scheme,  should 
its  promoters  attempt  to  carry  it  out ;  but  all  the 
owners  of  land  through  which  the  river  flows 
must  join  hand  in  hand,  and  loosen  their  purse¬ 
strings,  or  I  fear  this  excellent  idea  will  result  in 
nothing. 

Another  cause  why  trout  are  scarcer  than 
formerly,  and  this  applies  especially  to  the  last- 
mentioned  river,  is  the  sinking  of  Artesian-wells 
in  the  high  chalk-ranges;  these  tap  the  “  water¬ 
sheds  ;  rob  the  streams  of  their  natural  volume 
and  flow  of  water,  and  the  fish  consequently 
diminish  in  quantity,  and  fall  off  in  condition. 

Probably  among  the  purest  of  the  South  of 
England  rivers,  are  those  which  rise  in  the  Wilt¬ 
shire  chalk  downs.  These  high  watersheds  have 
never  been  “  tapped  ” ;  and  in  consequence,  their 
waters  are  perennial — flowing  in  undiminished 
volume  all  the  year  round.  The  upper  portions 
of  the  Wiltshire  streams  hold  fine  store  of  trout, 
and  in  some  instances  grayling  of  large  size,  also. 

Twenty  years  or  more  ago,  when  that  clever 
artist,  the  lateH.  L.  Rolfe,  was  painting  fish  in  his 
very  best  form,  he  wanted  a  brace  of  handsome 
trout  for  “  studies.”  He  had  a  commission  about 
that  time  to  paint  two  important  pictures  for 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  the  well-known  naturalist — viz., 
“  the  fresh-water  fish,”  and  “  the  game  birds  ”  of 
Great  Britain.  The  price  of  the  pair  of  pictures 
was  to  be,  I  think,  five  hundred  guineas,  and 
these  paintings  were  considered  to  be  among 
the  finest,  if  not  indeed,  the  very  finest 
productions  of  Mr.  Rolfe’s  facile  pencil. 

But  the  question  was,  where,  and  how,  to  obtain 
these  specimen  trout?  The  fishmongers’  slabs 
could  no  doubt  have  supplied  flabby,  faded  fish  ; 
but  such  would  not  do  for  Rolfe’s  purpose.  It 
was,  in  fact,  imperative  that  the  trout  should  be 
brilliant  in  colour  and  in  splendid  condition. 

It  was  suggested  that  he  should  ask  some  of 
his  many  angling  friends  to  go  to  Thames,  Kennett 
or  Colne,  and  catch  him  a  brace  of  four-pounders  ; 
but  weeks  elapsed  and  the  trout  were  not  forth¬ 
coming,  so  he  invited  me  to  accompany  him  into 
Wiltshire,  to  a  stream  where  he  said  were  trout  of 
the  size  and  sort  he  wanted.  As  this  arrangement 
would  give  me  the  pleasure  of  his  companionship 

*  “  Circumvent  ” :  to  come  round ;  to  outwit;  to  deceive, 
ot  cheat.—  Vida  “  Chambers's  Etymological  Dictionary." 
t  “  The  Polyolbion,”  published  1612. 


for  a  day  or  two,  I  at  once  accepted,  and  we  left 
town  one  June  afternoon  for  Salisbury,  made  the 
“  Western,”  a  clean  and  quiet  little  hotel  on  the 
Wilton-road,  our  headquarters,  and,  as  it  was 
within  hail  of  our  old  friend,  the  late  Mr.  T,  G. 
Targett,  we  called,  and  persuaded  him  to  come 
over  to  our  “  diggings  ”  and  spend  the  evening 
with  us,  in  angling  chat  about  bygone  times. 

Having  permission  to  fish  the  Nadder,  also  the 
Wyley,  as  far  up-stream  above  Wilton  Park  as 
Staple  Langford,  near  where  Lord  Pembroke’s 
fishing  commences,  and  down  to  Bemerton,  two 
miles  below  the  park,  we  thus  had  several  miles 
of  fine  fishable  water.  Mr.  Targett  arranged  to 
meet  us  next  day  ;  and  early  next  morning  we 
drove  over  to  Tisbury,  on  the  Nadder,  where  we 
put  our  rods  together,  as  we  found  trout  were 
rising  and  taking  the  Yellow  Duns,  of  which  a  fair 
quantity  were  hatching  out  and  hovering  over  the 
water.  The  morning  broke  bright  and  breezy, 
alternating  with  cloud  and  sunshine,  thus  pro¬ 
specting  good  sport,  in  which  we  were  not  dis¬ 
appointed,  as  our  heavy  creels  testified  at  the 
close  of  the  day. 

Trout  having  scarcely  got  over  their  May-fly 
glut,  we  found  small  Alders,  Hoflands,  and 
towards  evening  Dark  Red  Spinners  very  killing. 
My  own  catch  was  eight  and  a-half  brace,  of 
which  I  retained  five  brace,  from  ^lb.  upwards, 
the  best  trout  being  a  handsome  fish  of  2Ub.  My 
companions  also  did  well;  but  our  friend,  Mr. 
Rolfe,  being  near-sighted  and  wearing  spectacles, 
was  unable  to  see  a  rise  at  any  distance  away,  so 
he  fished  a  sunk  fly,  and  depended  on  feeling  the 
pluck  of  a  fish,  as  it  took  his  fly  under  water  ;  but 
still,  for  all  that,  he  did  fairly  well,  and  neither  of 
us  had  cause  to  complain  of  our  sport  that  day  ; 
and  at  our  hostelry,  after  a  modest  but  thoroughly 
enjoyed  meal,  we  fought  our  battles — or  rather 
caught  our  trout — o’er  again,  which  is  a  pardonable 
weakness,  I  believe,  of  all  ardent  anglers  ;  then 
sought  well-earned  sleep,  so  as  to  be  up  betimes 
next  morning,  and  early  on  the  Wyley  at  Wish- 
ford,  where  Rolfe  fished  the  broad  water  opposite 
the  village  inn,  while  I  selected  that  lovely  bit  of 
river  below  the  bridge,  all  of  which  is  wadeable. 
I  fished  this  water  carefully  with  dry-fly  from  the 
lower  part,  where  you  wade  into  the  stream  from 
the  cottager’s  garden.  The  trout  were  rising 
with  confidence,  and  by  throwing  up  to  each  fish 
in  detail,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  water  above, 
when  I  had  fished  all  of  it  I  found  my  creel 
heavier  by  two  and  a-half  brace  of  respectable¬ 
sized  trout. 

We  now  fished  up  the  meadows  where  the  water 
is  rather  sluggish,  and  in  trying  to  reach  a  rising 
fish,  close  under  the  opposite  bank,  a  long  and 
rather  difficult  cast,  I  stepped  on  to  what  appeared 
to  be  a  firm  piece  of  grass,  it  broke  away,  and  I 
went  in  nearly  to  my  thigh.  Rolfe  consoled  me 
with  the  remark  “  that  I  always  was  a  lucky 
angler,  and  that  anyone  else  would  have  been 
drowned.” 

This  was  not  the  only  accident,  for  at  the 
village  above  Wishford  we  called  at  the  “  pub  ” 
for  a  draught  of  ale.  I  left  my  landing-net 
standing  against  the  door,  with  a  brace  of  trout 
in  it,  and  on  coming  out  from  the  inn,  I  found  a 
sow  and  her  progeny  had  upset  the  net  and  appro¬ 
priated  the  fish.  It  was  approaching  noon,  when 
our  friend  Targett  joined  us,  and  we  fished  on 
until  we  reached  the  top  end  of  Lord  Pembroke’s 
fine  water.  While  Rolfe  was  making  his  way 
along  the  water-meadows,  he  was  much  perplexed 
by  what  seemed  to  be  numerous  lambs  bleating. 
After  looking  over  hedges  and  climbing  gates,  so 
that  he  could  obtain  a  better  view  across  the 
meads,  and  seeing  neither  sheep  nor  lambs,  he 
began  to  feel  quite  nervous,  and  thought  there 
must  be  something  “  uncanny  ”  in  the  locality. 
The  noises,  however,  continued,  and  were  caused 
by  snipes  high  up  in  the  air,  ascending  and  falling 
in  swift  alternations  of  flight,  and  producing  with 
rapid  beating  of  their  wings  the  singular  sound 
known  as  “  bleating  or  drumming  ;  ”  it  is  the  way 
in  which  the  male  bird  serenades  his  mate  while 
she  is  incubating.  On  searching  some  tussocks  of 
grass,  we  found  a  snipe’s  nest,  in  which  were 
eight  or  ten  unfledged  “  atomies,”  scarcely  bigger 
than  bumble-bees. 

It  was  yet  barely  five  o’clock,  and  the  evening 
fishing  all  before  us. 

In  the  meadows  just  above,  was  a  small  weir  or 
sluice,  known  then — and  may  be  now — as 
“  Pinkney ’s-hatch,”  a  splendid  piece  of  deep 


water,  rushing  and  eddying  under  a  high  bank 
overgrown  with  pollard  willows ;  it  always  held 
big  trout ;  but  this  choice  bit  was  outside  our 
boundary.  Rolfe,  however,  had  killed  some  fine 
fish  there  in  earlier  days,  and  on  this  occasion  he 
again  chanced  it ;  although,  he  was  well  aware 
that  the  farmer  who  owned  the  meadows,  was 
most  jealous  of  his  fish  and  fishing — seldom,  if 
ever  giving  leave  to  anyone  to  angle  in  his  part  of 
the  stream.  Now,  when  Rolfe  went  trout  fishiDg, 
in  addition  to  his  fly-hook,  he  always  carried  “  a 
bottle  of  pickles,”  as  he  termed  a  small  jar  of 
minnows  preserved  in  spirits  of  wine;  for  his 
sight  was  indifferent,  and  he  had  some  difficulty, 
he  said,  in  seeing  a  rise  ;  but  he  was  very  deadly 
at  “  spinning  a  minnow,”  as  I  afterwards  dis¬ 
covered. 

Mr.  Targett  and  I  started  to  fish  down  the 
stream,  leaving  our  friend  Rolfe,  who  after  an 
hour  or  so,  rejoined  us  on  a  lower  part.  It 
appeared  that  he  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
of  trying  “  Pinkney’s-hatch,”  had  made  his  way 
there,  and  fished  it  with  “  one  of  his  pickles 
he 'spun  the  minnow  once  or  twice  across  the 
eddies,  hooked,  and  was  playing  a  very  large 
trout,  when  the  farmer,  who  had  been  watching 
him  stole  up  unperceived,  and  caught  him 
flagrante  delicto.  Immediately  there  was  a  de^ce 
of  a  row,  the  farmer  threatened  to  summons  for 
trespass  ;  Rolfe  was  profuse  in  apologies  for 
unwittingly  straying  out  of  bounds,  and  eventually 
succeeded  in  making  peace  by  offering  a  libation 
of  whisky,  a  choice  cigar,  and  to  immediately 
leave  that  part  of  the  river.  The  farmer  insisted 
on  the  trout  being  carefully  unhooked,  and  saw 
Rolfe  return  it  again  to  the  water.  I  afterwards 
learnt  that  this  farmer  was  in  the  habit  of  feeding 
the  trout  there,  took  great  pride  in  them,  and  con¬ 
sidered  them  his  “special  pets.” 

Near  to  this  part  of  the  Wyley,  a  pretty  little 
affluent  drops  in — I  believe  it  is  called  the 
“  Bourne,”  and  flows  through  Stapleford.  This 
stream  holds  trout  and  grayling  of  fair  size. 
Some  years  ago,  —  Pinkney,  Esq.,  very  kindly 
gave  Mr.  Targett  and  me  permission  to  fish  it. 
We  had  excellent  sport.  Three  of  our  grayling 
were  over  21b.  each,  and  two  brace  of  trout  weighed 
61b.  together.  It  was  striking  eight  o’clock  when 
we  reached  Wishford,  and  during  the  next  hour, 
fishing  with  small  Alder  flies,  Targett  and  I  got 
a  couple  of  brace  more  trout  between  us,  and  then 
had  to  wind  up  lines  and  take  apart  our  rods. 
Mr.  Rolfe  was  at  the  inn  smoking  his  pipe,  wait¬ 
ing  for  us  and  the  waggonette,  to  convey  us  to 
Salisbury,  where  early  next  morning  we  took 
leave  of  Mr.  Targett  and  returned  to  London.  On 
our  journey  up,  I  lamented  the  loss  of  the  big 
trout  at  Pinkney’s-hatch,  when  Rolfe  lifted  the 
lid  of  his  creel,  and  there,  sure  enough,  to  my 
great  surprise,  was  the  fish  itself,  in  all  its  beauty ; 
for  he  had,  when  detaching  the  hooks  of  the 
minnow  flight,  slyly  slipped  his  thumb  under  its 
operculum  or  gill  cover,  cut  two  of  the  branchiae 
with  his  nail,  returned  the  fish  to  the  water, 
where  it  quickly  got  weak  from  loss  of  blood,  and 
after  the  farmer  had  gone,  Rolfe  returned  to  the 
hatch  hole,  found  the  trout  resting  on  its  side  by 
a  weed,  and  with  his  landing-net  he  recovered  the 
fish,  but  while  doing  this,  his  whisky-flask  slipped 
from  his  breast-pocket  into  the  depths  of  the  hole 
and  was  lost.  The  trout  weighed  4Rb.,  and  the 
artist  himself  secured  the  “study’’  he  required 
for  the  success  of  his  “  Fresh  Water  Fish  of  Great 
Britain,”  of  which  grand  painting  a  photo  may 
appear  shortly  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


HOW  I  LOST  THE  THIRTY-POUNDER. 

By  Harry  L. 

I  never  thought  I  should  be  able  to  get  to  the 
river  so  soon  this  year.  Naturally  my  favourite 
pool  had  been  much  in  my  thoughts  since  the 
opening  of  the  season  ;  but  it  was  no  go.  Some 
one  has  stated  somewhere  or  other,  that  “  busi¬ 
ness  was  meant  to  be  neglected.”  But  it  won’t 
always  work.  Business  has  a  way  of  enforcing 
its  claims,  and  a  good  many  of  us,  if  we  neglected 
it  too  persistently,  and  went  straight  ahead  for 
bankruptcy,  would  have  to  do  without  salmon 
fishing,  which  would  be  a  bore. 

However,  here  I  was,  at  the  old  spot,  on  a 
beautiful  morning,  and  I  was  just  getting  a  fair 
length  of  line  out  with  a  medium  Durham  Ranger 


at  the  end  of  the  cast.  I  had  just  got  to  an 
awkward  bit  of  waiting— more  awkward  a  good 
deal  than  it  vras  last  season — then  it  was  fair  and 
easy  ;  this  morning  it  remiuds  me  of  that  salmon 
pool  on  the  Spey  our  Editor  describes,  as  “paved 
with  kitchen  coal-scuttles,  with  a  few  front  door¬ 
steps  stuck  in  edgewise.”  My  right  foot  was  in 
between  a  coal-scuttle  and  a  front  doorstep.  I 
didn’t  like  it.  I  must  get  my  foot  out  of  that.  I 
really  wasn't  looking  at  my  fly  at  all.  But  I  sup- 
pose  I  was  mechanically,  going  on  working  it.  Sud¬ 
denly  there  was  a  violent  attempt  to  dra*j  my  rod 
away  from  me.  The  top  was  pulled  down  almost 
into  the  water,  and  I  was  just  in  time  to  catch  sight 
of  the  flukes  of  a  mighty  tail  disappearing  into  the 
depths  of  the  pool.  Into  him  !  by  Jove  !  and  the 
reel  is  screeching,  and  somehow  I  have  got  my 
rod  up.  Down  stream  he  goes,  apparently  as 
deep  as  the  Atlantic  cable.  Of  course  I  ought  to 
follow.  But  I  can’t;  hang  it!  I  am  standing 
sideways,  and  I  can’t  get  my  foot  away  from  the 
blessed  coal-scuttle.  Off  he  goes  again.  Ah ! 
there  he  is.  By  Jove!  he’s  well  over  301b., 
I  should  think  full  351b.  Oh,  this  rock  !  I  can't 
get  my  foot  out.  The  pool  is  broad  at  the  end. 
A  hundred  and  twenty  yards  of  line  may  do  it; 
but  if  he  once  gets  round  the  corner,  good-bye! 
\Vas  ever  luckless  angler  in  such  a  position  ?  And 
my  foot  is  hurting.  I  have  a  touch  of  cramp  in 
the  calf.  Oh  d6ar !  oh  dear  !  I  shall  nevor  hill 
him.  But  joy,  joy,  he  is  coming  back  across  the 
pool ;  not  towards  me  exactly,  I  am  yards  above 
him,  forty  at  least ;  still  I  reel  in  a  few  yards  as 

he  changes  his  course.  There  he  is  again _ 

a  beauty— the  sun  glints  off  from  his  silvery 
sides.  And  now  an  additional  horror  presents  itself. 
There  is  something  not  quite  true  in  the  feel  of  the 
rod.  By  all  that  is  wretched  it  is  showing  a 
knuckle  just  above  the  butt  ferrule  of  the  second 
joint ;  and  I  never  suspected  that  ferrule  in  the 
least.  Oh, I  can  never  killhim  now  !  and  yet  he  comes 
back  inch  by  inch.  Why  should  he  ?  He  must  be 
well- hooked  ;  probably  right  in  the  back  of  the 
tongue.  ill  the  rod  hold  ?  And  will  he  come  up 
any  more  ?  One  more  strong  run  down  stream, 

^  am  done.  But  ho  doesn’t;  he  comes  back 
all  the  time.  He  must  have  got  it  right  in  the 
back  .of  the  tongue.  It  is  ticklish  work"  but  I  am 
winning  him  in  a  series  of  tacks ;  starboard  when 
he  is  getting  too  near  the  strong  stream,  and  port 
when  he  is  getting  to  the  shallow.  Will  the 
rod  hold?  Ah,  that  is  my  anxiety!  But  I 
am  gaining  ;  and  the  fish  is  getting  beat 
already..  The  gaff  is  hanging  at  my  side.  Jove  ! 

I  shall  kill  him.  But  this  cramp  !  oh,  this  cramp  ! 
And  rny  foot  is  hurting.  The  buckle  of  my  brogue 
is  being  driven  into  my  instep.  I  can  see  the  fish, 
he  is  wobbling.  My  left  hand  seeks  the  gaff  and 
releases  it.  Three  minutes  ago  it  was  any  odds 
on  the  fish;  now  I  will  back  the  rod.  Another 
twinge  of  cramp,  and  my  foot  again.  Good 
heavens!  If  this  goes  on  any  longer,  fish  and 

everything  else  may  go  to - .  I  cannot  stand  it. 

That  buckle  in  my  instep  again  !  Oh-h-h  ! 


DAISY  AND  I. 

I  think  of  the  days  when, 

In  glorious  weather, 

Y7ou,  Daisy,  and  I 

Went  fishing  together. 

Strange  fishing  was  ours, 

Oar  capture  was  naught  ; 

Yet  neither  regretted 
That  no  fish  were  caught. 

We  chatted  and  chatted 
On  all  things  but  fish, 

And  to  catch  a  full  basket 
Was  far  from  our  wish. 

Now  why  was  this  so  ? 

The  reason  seemed  clear. 

The  fish  would  not  feed 
When  a  lady  was  near. 

Yet  now  you're  away, 

And  I  angle  alone, 

My  daintiest  flies 

All  vainly  are  thrown. 

You’re  not  here  to  scare,  them 
With  bright  flashing  eyes. 

Yet  why  cau’t  I  get  them 
To  rise  at  my  flies  ? 

The  sport  is  distasteful, 

I  dread  to  begin  it. 

The  truth  is  (I  own  it), 

My  heart  is  not  in  it. 

Pray,  where  is  my  heart,  then, 
Can  anyone  tell  ? 

Ah  !  You  know  and  I  know 
Only  too  well !  M.  R. 


C.  S. 


DRINKS. 


“Finally,  brethren,  let  us  for  a  moment  con¬ 
sider - ” 

O  ;*r 

The  man  in  the  next  pew  was  grinning  like  an 
idiot.  My  wife,  with  a  frowning  face,  was  dig 
ging  my  instep  with  the  business  end  of  her 
umbrella.  I  had  got  “  pins  and  needles  ”  horribly 
all  down  my  right  leg. 

I  am  afraid  I  missed  a  very  excellent  sermon  ; 
but  if  they  had  given  me  three  minutes  more  I’d 
have  killed  that  salmon. 


The  action  recently  commenced  by  Lord  Lich¬ 
field  against  Mr.  Lakin,  to  restrain  him  from  fish- 
ing  in  the  river  Trent  at  Alrewas,  has  now  been 
settled  by  the  defendant  consenting  to  a  judgment 
in  favour  of  his  lordship.  Lakin  is  one  of  the 
copyholders  of  the  Manor  of  Alrewas,  and  claimed 
the  right  for  himself  and  the  other  copyholders  of 
fishmg  the  river,  which  is  rented  from  his  lord- 
ships  by  the  Midland  Piscatorial  Association. 
Lakin  was  summoned  in  September  last  year 
before  the  magistrates  at  Elford  Petty  Sessions 
for  illegal  fishing,  but  the  magistrate’s  jurisdiction 
was  ousted  by  the  claim  of  right.  Thereupon 
Lord  Lichfield  commenced  the  action  which  has 
been  arranged  in  his  favour.  The  result  will  no 
doubt  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  all 
angling  clubs. 


I  surposE  we  may  assume,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature 
we  may  expect  soon  some  warm  weather,  when 
the  sunshine  will  no  longer  be  tempered  with  a 
N.E.  wind,  when  the  trout  will  rise  to  the  fly,  and 
when  it  will  be  possible  to  feel  warm,  even  to  the 
perspiring  point.  I  am  obliged  to  offer  some 
description  of  the  state  of  the  weather  that  the 
following  remarks  will  apply  to,  as  in  such  weather 
as  we  have  lately  enjoyed  (?)  the  imagination 
requires  some  assistance  in  picturing  a  day  when 
it  is  possible  to  feel  too  hot. 

But  the  time  will  come,  I  suppose,  perhaps  soon, 
and  those  of  us  who  have  managed  to  survive  the 
wint  er,  and  the  Influenza,  will  be  thinking  of  trout 
fishing,  of  warm  pleasant  days  on  the  river  side, 
of  countless  Mav-flies  rising  gracefully  off  the 
water,  only  to  fall  victims  to  the  sharp-eyed  trout, 
or  the  still  quicker  swallows  and  martins.  These 
are  the  surroundings  in  which  I  like  to  picture 
myself ;  and  now  I  come  to  my  question  denoted 
by  the  heading  of  this  article  :  what  should  be  the 
nature  of  the  angler’s  liquid  refreshment  when  he 
has  the  luck  to  go  a-fishing? 

Some  people  may  think  the  question  a  trivial 
one,  but  it  is  not  so  to  me.  It  is  quite  different  in 
winter.  Fishing  is  then  often  carried  on  in  a  punt, 
a,nd  it  is  not  difficult  to  stow  away  a  sufficiency  of 
liquor  for  the  day  in  a  punt,  alcoholic  or  otherwise  ; 
a  stone-jar  is  a  useful  adjunct,  supplemented  by 
something  a  little  more  potent  in  a  flask  if 
necessary.  Moreover,  the  weather  then  is  not 
“  dry.”  But  in  summer  it  is  different.  Very 
likely  the  angler  must  depend  on  his  own  resources, 
he  must  carry  everything  he  wants  with  him,  and 
I  must  confess  I  find  the  problem  a  difficult  one, 
how  to  avoid  thirst.  Drying  the  artificial  May-fly 
on  a  hot  day  is  not  a  process  which  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  without  a  serious  expenditure  of  the  body’s 
moisture  through  the  skin,  and  how  to  avoid  the 
subsequent  “  baked  ”  sensation  is  what  I  want  to 
know — that  feeling  of  being  totally  “done,”  when 
the  dry  sandwich  can  hardly  be  swallowed,  and 
even  the  pipe  loses  its  charm.  There  is  usually 
water  in  the  river,  it  may  be  urged,  but  that  is 
often  undrinkable,  unless  indeed  a  pocket  filter  be 
part  of  one’s  outfit.  There  may  be  no  pub.  within 
miles,  or  for  myself,  I  think  I  should  prescribe 
beer  in  small  doses  at  frequent  intervals.  Hitherto 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  carry  a  medium-sized 
flask  of  sherry,  but  it  is  ludicrously  inadequate. 
Fruit  is  also  useful,  but  difficult  to  carry,  and  not 
perhaps  in  season. 

I  have  thoughts  of  getting  a  larger  flask,  hut 


am  not  very  sanguine  as  to  result  the  limit  must 
must  be  drawn  somewhere.  »  It  is  a  golden  rule  to 
ask  for  what  you  want ;  so  I  am  asking  for  informa¬ 
tion  from  some  kind-hearted  reader  of  your  paper  : 
What  is  the  best  beverage  for  the  fly-fisher  to 
charge  his  flask  with  ?  or  is  there  any  means  other 
than  or  in  addition  to  imbibing  liquid,  whereby  a 
baked,  parched-up,  or  roasted  condition  can  be 
avoided,  when  the  sportsman  is  under  the  necessity 
of  arduous  labour  in  a  June  or  July  sun  ?  I  trust 
that  some  information  may  be  forthcoming  from 
the  more  knowing  and  experienced  ones. 

_  J.  H.  W. 

[We  advise  “  J.  H.  W.”  to  buy  one  of  Howse’s 
patent  (automatic)  beverage  machines.  By  simple 

mechanical  means  the 
principle  of  automatic 
delivery  has  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  supply  of 
effervescent  beverages, 
entirely  dispensing 
with  the  use  of  bot¬ 
tles,  corks,  and  string. 
The  liquids  have  been 
certified  as  pure, whole¬ 
some,  and  palatable 
by  three  of  the  highest 
scientific  analytical 
chemists  of  the  day. 
By  simply  placing  a 
penny  in  a  slot,  and 
drawing  out  a  handle, 
a  half-pint  of  either 
ginger  beer  or  lemon¬ 
ade  is  instantly  sup¬ 
plied  in  a  high  state 
of  effervescence.  These 
machines  can  be  placed 
on  the  banks  of  rivers 
or  lakes,  in  parks  and 
places  of  amusement, 
also  in  shops,  ware, 
houses,  and  other 
places  of  business.  It 
has  been  stated  by 
many  temperance  ad¬ 
vocates  who  have  thoroughly  investigated  the 
machines  and  tested  the  beverages  given  out,  to 
be,  in  their  opinion,  the  greatest  advance  in  the 
temperance  cause  that  has  yet  been  devised. 
Seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  half-pints  of 
ginger  beer  and  lemonade  were  automatically 
delivered  by  one  machine  during  the  four  after- 
noons  a,nd  evenings  of  the  Exhibition,  March  30, 
31,  April  1,  2,  1891.  Had  it  been  placed  in  a  more 
suitable  position,  this  sale,  although  large,  would 
have  been  more  than  doubled.  Inspected  and 
highly  commended  by  their  Royal  Highnesses  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Teck,  Sir  Philip  Cunliffe- 
Owen,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  and.  Rev. 
Canon  Leigh,  and  others  on  their  visiting  the 
Exhibition  on  Tuesday,  March  31,  1891.  The 
patentee,  Mr.  Henry  Howse,  of  “  Glenholme,” 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham,  N.,  will  be  pleased 
to  give  any  further  information  of  his  inven¬ 
tion. — Ed.] 


FISH  STORIES. 

“  Nearly  Hoist  with  His  Own  Petard.'’ 


A  Curious  Circumstance. — A  gentleman  lately 
fishing  on  a  northern  Scotch  river  hooked  a  fine 
salmon.  He  found  the  fish  (evidently  a  clean 
one)  very  strong  as  he  played  with  great  vigour, 
but  he  had  full  confidence  in  himself  as  well  as 
in  his  tackle.  Suddenly,  however,  the  fish  made 
a  rush  which  there  was  no  resisting,  and  before 
he  could  be  controlled  had  reached  a  huge  bo  1- 
der  in  the  river,  around  which  he  managed  to  get 
the  line,  and  was  fast.  The  gentleman  turned  to 
his  gillie,  asking  if  he  would  venture  iuto  tho 
water  and  clear  the  line.  The  gillie,  who  was 
rather  short  of  stature  and  knew  the  depth  of 
;he  pool,  declined  to  venture  in  (of  course,  with 
ihanks).  Not  to  be  done,  however,  the  gentle¬ 
man,  handing  his  rod  to  the  gillie,  went  into  the 
water  himself,  but  before  he  reached  the  big 
stone  was  up  to  his  shoulders  in  the  water.  He 
succeeded,  however,  in  clearing  the  line,  and  the 
fish,  too,  which  was  still  on  the  hook.  The  lordly 
salmon,  however,  must  have  been  of  a  roguish 
turn,  for  no  sooner  was  he  free  than  he  proceeded 
to  make  several  evolutions  round  and  round  the 
angler,  and  soon  had  him  firmly  tied  round  both 
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his  legs.  On  trying  to  reach  the  shore  he  found 
he  could  not  move,  so  firmly  had  the  line  been 
wound  round  him.  The  gillie  saw  the  dilemma 
and  the  danger,  and  entering  the  water  pushed 
out  the  rod  so  that  his  master  could  grasp  it. 
This  he  did,  and  by  dint  of  great  exertion  and 
struggling  he  reached  the  shore  in  safety,  only  to 
find,  however,  that  the  salmon  had  broken  off, 
taking  the  fly  and  cast  with  him.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  for  the  prompt  assistance  rendered,  the 
gentleman  would  have  been  drowned.  The  above 
story  is  authentic,  and  the  circumstance  only 
occurred  a  few  weeks  since.  Kilt. 


THE  “BALDWIN”  SERIES  OF  ATTACH¬ 
MENTS. 


We  can  recommend  any  of  our  readers  who  are 
interested  in  gardening  to  write  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Standard  Manufacturing  Company,  St. 
Alkmund’s  Churchyard,  Derby,  for  their  illus¬ 
trated  price  list  of  fruit  and  flower  gatherers, 
pruning-hooks,  saws,  switches,  &c.  This  price 

list  also  contains  illus¬ 
trations  of  the  most 
|  valuable  and  ingenious 
series  of  “  attachments  ” 
*  which  this  company 
sells.  By  using  one  of 
these  attachments  you 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 


can  secure  an  umbrella  to  a  garden  or  other 
seat  at  any  angle  you  please.  We  can  advise  punt 
and  boat  anglers  to  try  the  one  illustrated  in 
Fig.  1  for  holding  an  umbrella  on  bright,  hot  days. 
No.  2  is  made  for  holding  a  rod,  but  the  angler 
who  uses  it  should  have  a  tin  tube  made  in  the 
shape  of  a  whip-holder,  so  that  it  can  be  grasped 
in  the  cramp,  and  then  the  end  of  the  rod  inserted 
in  the  tube ;  then  when  there  is  a  bite  the  rod  can 
at  once  be  slipped  out  and  the  fish  played. 


With  this  issue  of  the  Gazette  we  furnish  our 
readers  with  an  extra  special  four-page  supple¬ 
ment,  containing  a  full  report  of  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Justice  North,  in  the  important  Thames 
Fishing  Rights  case  of  Smith  v.  Andrews.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  this  matter  occupied  the 
attention  of  Chancery  Court,  2,  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  for  several  days  in  February  last,  and 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  arguments  of  counsel 
engaged  in  the  case,  the  learned  judge  reserved 
judgment,  which,  as  will  be  seen  by  our  report, 
was  delivered  on  Tuesday  week.  We  commend 
this  judgment  to  the  careful  study  of  all 
interested ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  will  have 
great  influence  on  legal  questions  affecting  our 
inland  fisheries  wherever  English  law  applies. 


A  member  of  the  Flyfishers’  Club  found  a  soli¬ 
tary  May-fly  on  tho  Darenth  on  May  19.  He  says 
after  a  good  survey  of  the  Darenth  Valley,  he 
finds  the  fish,  as  a  rule,  very  backward— indeed, 
evidently  suffering  from  want  of  insect  food. 


“Dear  Mr.  Marston,— It  is  an  interesting  fact 
that  yesterday  afternoon,  while  fishing  the  Wandle 
with  a  small  ‘  Wickham’s  Fancy,’  I  hooked  and 
landed  an  eel ,  a  foot  long.  Water  much  improved 
in  condition,  but  a  little  thick.— Yours  truly, 
Sidney  H.  Scott.  P.S.— Foul-hooked,  of  course. 
—May  21.” 


A  paper  will  be  read  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Golden  Fleece  Angling 
Society,  at  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  next,  May  27,  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Subject— “  Red  Letter 
Days.”  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran  will  occupy  the 
chair.  _ 


The  Shannon  otter-fishing  case,  which  has  at¬ 
tracted  so  much  attention  in  Ireland,  is  not  yet 
finally  disposed  of.  For  the  third  time  it  was 
before  the  Nenagh  Petty  Sessions  Bench  of  Magis¬ 
trates,  on  May  14,  when,  after  a  prolonged  and 
patient  hearing,  the  charge  of  alleged  illegal  fish¬ 
ing  with  the  “otter  ”  was  dismissed  without  pre¬ 
judice.  The  magistrates,  however,  consented 
to  state  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Adviser 
at  Dublin  Castle,  so  that  another  week  must 
elapse  before  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  thing 
called  the  otter  is  determined.  Should  the  Law 
Adviser  decide  against  the  finding  of  the  magis¬ 
trates,  then  in  that  case,  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Anthony  Parker,  D.L.,  Castle  Lough,  will  appeal 
to  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  Dublin. 


[NOTICE  OF  BOOKS,  &c. 


“The  Royal  and  Ancient  Game.” — A  cheap 
issue  of  “  Golfing  :  A  Handbook  to  the  Royal  and 
Ancient  Game,”  by  Robert  Chambers  (W.  and  R. 
Chambers,  Limited,  Edinburgh  and  London), 
comes  opportunely  at  a  time  when  the  golf 
amateur  is  over-running  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
has  even  gone  the  length  of  constructing  a  course 
round  the  very  pyramids  of  Egypt.  The  author’s 
chapter  on  “  The  Game  of  Golf  ”  is  a  model  of 
lucidity  and  conciseness,  and  the  brief  biographi¬ 
cal  part  only  requires  bringing  up  to  date  to  make 
it  practically  perfect.  The  glossary  of  technical 
terms,  with  its  words  strange  to  the  uninitiated, 
and  familiar  words  with  still  stranger  meanings,  is 
full  enough  for  the  most  learned  player;  while  the 
rules  given,  though  nominally  those  governing 
play  on  St.  Andrew’s  Links,  have  been  almost 
universally  adopted.  Add  to  this  a  number  of 
poems  and  sketches  dealing  with  the  humours  of 
the  game,  and  the  lover  of  a  sport  which  is  per- 
naps  a  greater  leveller  than  even  “  cricket  on  the 
village  green  ”  has  a  handy  volume  which  may 
be  looked  into  with  pleasure  and  profit  at  any 
time.  The  tyro  will  find  in  it  all  that  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  him  at  least  word  perfect  in  the 
game,  and  it  may  be  commended  to  the  numerous 
clubs  that  have  recently  sprung  up  around  the 
metropolis  as  a  handy  reference  in  all  disputed 
points  of  play. 


A  Large  Goose  Egg. — A  goose  belonging  to  Mr. 
J.  Haigli,  member  of  the  Grange  Angling  Club, 
Bermondsey,  has  laid  a  remarkable  egg.  It  is 
J.2in.  by  8|in.  in  circumference,  and  weighs  lloz. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  caught  in  the 
nets  at  South  Bells  fishery  in  the  Tweed  on 
Friday—  2£lb.  This  is  a  month  sooner  than  last 
year.  _ 

A  GOOD’many  Scotch  hotel-keepers  have  been 
receiving  substantial  consignments  of  young  Loch 
Levens  to  stock  the  well-thrashed,  more  accessible 
lochs  fished  by  anglers  from  their  hotels. 


We  hear  from  John  Sutherland,  Inchnadamph 
Hotel,  Assynt,  Sutherlandshire,  that  there  have 
been  some  very  nice  trout  got  on  Loch  Assynt 
since  the  weather  changed. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before  last, 
and  the  earlier  part  of  last  week,  anglers  fishing 
what  are  known  as  the  best  of  the  earliest  trouting 
reaches  of  Don  and  Deveron,  experienced  on  the 
whole  the  most  gratifying  sport  which  has  yet 
been  had  this  year. _ 

Seldom  does  a  single  spring  fish  get  up  the 
North  Esk  far  enough  to  make  sure  of  getting  to 
the  spawning  grounds,  yet  many  thousands  of 
spring  fish  are,  during  the  spring  months,  netted 
in  and  in  connection  with  that  river.  For  those 
who  hold  the  opinion  that  all  spring  fish  are 
unquestionably  bred  from  the  ova  of  spring- run 
fish,  this  is  a  nut  to  crack. 


So  far  as  the  season  has  gone,  the  crop  of  grilse 
belonging  to  the  early  rivers  of  the  east  coast  of 


Scotland  gives  promise  of  being  an  excellent  one. 
It  is,  however,  all  too  early  yet  to  say  with 
certainty  how  the  grilse  season  will  turn  out. 


In  the  event  of  grilse  coming  on  early  in  June  in 
great  strength,  it  is  very  likely  that  on  the  Aber¬ 
deenshire  Dee,  there  will  be  better  grilse  angling 
than  has  been  experienced  for  many  years  past,  as 
at  the  present  time  the  amount  of  snow,  almost 
unprecedented  for  the  time  of  the  year,  lying  on 
the  mountains  of  the  upper  catchment  basin  of  the 
river  will  keep  the  volume  of  water  quite  sufficient 
for  excellent  angling  until  well  into  July. 


Winter  returned  again !  On  Friday,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  last,  snow  fell  heavily  over  most  of 
the  north  of  Scotland.  All  the  higher  inland 
mountains  have  once  more  got  perfectly  white, 
and  on  some  of  them  the  depth  of  newly-fallen 
snow  is  little  under  a  foot.  On  the  upper  waters 
of  Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhorn,  the  trout  were 
beginning  to  come  up  to  the  fly  before  the  storm 
came  on  ;  but  now,  with  the  intense  cold  from  the 
snow  near  at  hand  on  the  mountains,  they  have 
gone  off  the  rise  completely. 


Both  agriculturally  and  piscatorially  (for  trout) 
this  year  is  quite  a  fortnight  behind  last  year. 


As  to  the  fish  of  the  summer,  the  statement 
made  by  the  netsmen,  nearly  all  round,  is— grilse, 
forward ;  sea-trout,  backward  ;  the  former 
numerous  as  compared  with  last  year’s  yield  up 
to  this  time ;  the  latter  scarce. 


Anglers  in  quest  of  loch  fishing  for  large  prime 
conditioned  trout  during  the  present  month  and 
the  month  of  June  might  do  very  much  worse  than 
try  Lochs  Tay  and  Tummel. 


Generally  the  early  finnock  fishing,  now  about 
over,  has  been  poor  in  Scotch  waters  this  year. 


Some  excellent  fishing  for  finnock  and  sea  trout 
was  got  on  Nether  Don  a  short  time  ago.  Among 
the  more  successful  anglers  was  Mr.  Andrew 
Murray,  of  Inverdon,  who  had  the  good  fortune 
of  achieving  the  distinction  of  making  almost 
record  baskets.  For  a  week  on  this  fishery,  which 
includes  the  tideway,  and  a  length  of  non-tidal 
water  he  secured,  fishing  morning  and  evening 
only,  a  28lb.  basket  on  the  Monday,  and  an 
average  of  201b.  for  each  of  the  other  days  of  the 
week.  _ 


Once  they  have  donned  their  silvery  “  slinger  ” 
dress,  the  mass  of  the  kelts  clear  out  of  the  rivers 
to  the  sea  of  their  own  accord  so  effectually, 
through  no  circumstance  or  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances  as  they  do  with  a  slight  push  of  water 
occasioned  by  a  fall  of  warm  rain.  It  is  then — 
usually  for  a  fortnight  back  or  fore  about  this 
time  of  the  year — that  the  interesting  sight  of  the 
great  “  shoaling”  of  the  kelts  may  be  witnessed  in 
rivers  which  have  long  courses. 


Generally  speaking,  kelts  are  lingering 
unusually  long  in  the  rivers  this  year,  and  smolts 
also  are  backward  in  descending.  Contrary  to 
the  generally  promulgated  opinion  and  accepted 
view,  the  latter  make  more  progress  seaward 
during  slight  rises  of  the  water  than  during  heavy 
floods.  This  fact  every  observer  knows,  and  it  is 
only  natural.  Heavy  floods  cause  the  tender 
weak  little  fishes  to  seek  for  safety  bays,  and 
backwaters  outside  the  force  of  the  tearing  current 
which,  if  swept  along  with,  they  would  soon  get 
drowned  or  killed  from  being  dashed  upon  stones 
and  rocks. 


Holloway's  Pills. — Indigestion,  Stomach,  and  Liver  Com¬ 
plaints. — Persons  suffering  from  any  derangements  of  the  liver, 
stomach,  or  the  organs  of  digestion  should  have  recourse  to 
Holloway’s  Pills,  as  there  is  no  medicine  known  that  acts  on 
these  particular  complaints  with  such  certain  success.  Its 
peculiar  properties  strengthen  the  stomach,  increase  the  appetite 
and  rouse  the  sluggish  liver.  For  bowel  complaints  it  is  invalu¬ 
able,  as  it  removes  every  primary  derangement,  thereby  restoring 
the  patient  to  the  soundest  health  and  strength.  These  prepara¬ 
tions  may  be  used  at  all  times  and  in  all  climates  by  persons 
affected  by  biliousness,  nausea,  or  disordered  livor  ;  for  flatulency 
and  heartburn  they  are  specifics.  Indeed  no  ailment  of  the 
digestive  organs  can  long  resist  their  purifying  and  corrective 
powers. 
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New  Mail  Service  to  Shetland.— Anglers 
having  an  eye  to  enjoying  a  holiday  among  the 
lochs  and  lakes  of  the  Shetland  and  Orkney'.Isles 
will  bo  glad  to  hear  of  an  increased  mail  and 
goods  service  between  Aberdeen  and  Shetland,  the 
Treasury  having  increased  the  subsidy  for  that 
purpose,  so  that  five  steamers  will  now  ply  in 
summer  and  three  in  winter.  A  new  feature  will 
be  the  establishment  of  a  regular  inter-insular 
service  from  Lerwick  to  the  North  Isles. 


StockingLochBeannoch,  Lairg. — Asthefeeding 
of  Loch  Beannoch  is  of  a  most  excellent  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  its  present 
stock  of  trout,  Mr.  Butters,  the  enterprising  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Lairg  Hotel,  has  just  added  to  its 
number  some  two  thousand  Loch  Leven  yearlings 
from  the  Howieton  hatchery.  The  little  strangers 
arrived  in  seventeen  tanks  by  the  two  p.m.  train 
on  Wednesday,  and  being  conveyed  in  brakes  a 
distance  of  six  miles,  were  safely  and  expedi¬ 
tiously  carried  across  the  mile  and  a  half  of  moor 
by  thirty-four  men,  under  the  personal  superin¬ 
tendence  of  Mr.  Butters  and  a  representative 
from  Howietoun. — J.  Y. 


Bream  Out  of  Season. — A  case  interesting  to 
all  true  sportsmen,  especially  anglers,  has  just 
been  heard  at  the  Manchester  Police-court.  Last 
April  a  local  fishmonger,  named  Wolfson,  was 
found  to  have  4001b.  of  bream  in  his  possession, 
and  this  being  a  contravention  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  Act,  1878, 
Mr.  Page,  the  superintendent  of  the  markets,  very 
properly  secured  his  attendance  before  the  magis¬ 
trates.  A  clear  case  was  proved  against  the 
defendant,  but  Mr.  Page  was  disposed  to  act 
leniently  towards  him,  and  the  full  penalty  (£2) 
was  not  imposed,  although  in  the  result  he  was 
fined  twenty  shillings  and  costs.  Wa  quote  the 
section  of  the  Act  as  a  warning  to  other  people 
who  may  have  fresh-water  fish  on  their  premises 
during  the  close  season.  It  is  as  follows :  “  If 
any  person  during  this  close  season  (15th  day  of 
March  to  the  15th  day  of  June)  buys,  sells,  or 
exposes  for  sale,  or  has  in  his  possession  for  sale, 
any  fresh-water  fish,  he  shall,  on  summary  con¬ 
viction  before  two  justices,  be  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings. 


Fined  for  Using  Night  Lines. — William  and 
Saul  Smith,  of  South-parade,  Matlock  Bath,  were 
summoned  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for 
illegally  fishing  with  a  night  line  on  the  24th  ult. 
Mr.  Eddowes,  Derby,  prosecuted,  Mr.  Middleton, 
Chesterfield,  defended,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Lymn, 
Matlock  Bath,  represented  the  Matlock  Bath 
Angling  Association. — John  Henry  Campbell,  in¬ 
spector  of  fisheries  to  the  Trent  Conservators, 
proved  that  in  broad  daylight  he  stood  on  the 
Devonshire  Hotel  balcony,  and  saw  the 
defendants  setting  night  lines.  These  were  baited 
with  worms,  and  reached  three-parts  across  the 
river  Derwent. — Mr.  Eddowes  put  in  the  bye  law 
of  the  board  prohibiting  the  use  of  night  lines. 
For  the  defence  Mr.  Middleton  called  John  W. 
Hilder,  the  Trent  Fishery  Board’s  agent  at  Mat- 
lock  Bath,  who  proved  that  he  granted  the 
defendants  permission  to  fish  with  night  lines  on 
the  24th  ult.  He  did  not  know  that  he  was  doing 
wrong,  as  the  licences  were  to  be  used  for  every 
other  device  of  fishing  other  than  rod  and  line. 
Mr.  Eddowes  tried  to  prove  that  the  agent  was 
cognisant  of  the  board’s  bye-law,  but  Mr.  Hilder 
denied  ever  receiving  a  copy.  This  evidence 
quashed  the  case,  and  Mr.  Middleton  remarked 
that  his  clients  could  not  be  held  responsible  for 
the  misdoings  of  the  prosecutor’s  own  agent. 
The  bench  dismissed  the  case.  Considerable  in¬ 
terest  was  manifested  in  the  proceedings  by  the 
angling  fraternity.  _ 

The  Carlisle  Otter  Hounds. — These  hounds 
met  for  the  first  time  this  season  on  Monday  last, 
at  Longtown,  distant  about  eight  miles  from 
Carlisle  and  three  miles  from  the  Scottish  border. 
The  “  cast-off  ”  was  made  at  8.45  a.m.  by  the 
deputy  master,  Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  when  a  hot  drag 
was  at  once  taken  up  and  continued  through  the 
magnificent  woods  opposite  Netherby  Hall,  past 
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Glenzier  burn  and  Kirkaudrews  Kirk,  until  Car- 
winlay  burn  Scaur  was  reached,  one  of  the  finest 
otter-hunting  pitches  on  the  border.  Here  the 
entire  pack  crossed  the  rocky  stream,  and  scaled 
the  almost  impas  sable  Red  Scaur,  when  the  drag 
was  taken  up  by  that  splendid  hound,  Ringwood, 
with  the  rest  of  the  pack  in  full  cry.  Over  the 
high  bank  went  the  gallant  hounds,  amid  a  mag¬ 
nificent  chorus  of  hunting  melody  of  the  right 
sort.  Then  a  sudden  check  took  place.  Tester 
has  “  marked  ”  the  game  in  a  large  tree  root,  and 
nothing  can  be  done,  until  the  two  terriers,  Piper 
and  Yal,  have  drawn  the  “  varmint,”  the  hounds 
being  taken  off  to  allow  the  animal  a  fair  start 
after  bolting,  which  he  soon  did  through  the  deep 
woods  into  the  surging  stream  below.  The  hounds 
were  now  within  a  few  yards  of  the  animal,  which 
dived  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  for  a  short  space 
of  time.  Making  for  the  pool  below  the  Scaur,  he 
is  viewed  again  with  the  hounds  in  close  pursuit. 
The  chase  now  becomes  very  exciting,  but  it  is 
soon  over,  for  Bugleman,  a  young  hound  only 
sixteen  months  old,  who  had  never  seen  an  otter 
previously,  bowls  the  game  over,  and  without 
further  ado  makes  a  splendid  kill,  a  bitch  otter, 
1841b. — G.  _ 

An  Unsolved  Problem.  —  The  late  Edwin 
Chadwick  and  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  startled  a 
past  generation  by  their  condemnation  of  the 
cesspool  system  contaminating  the  pump  or  well 
water,  and  the  rivers  too  by  the  contents  of  the 
night  carts  from  the  cesspool,  where  there  was 
no  gardon.  But  these  early  apostles  of  sanitation 
and  the  “  Health  of  Towns,”  failed  in  suggesting 
a  system  of  sewage  and  drainage  that  was 
applicable  to  most  cities  and  towns.  It  is  a  sad 
confession  that  even  in  these  days — four  decades 
since  the  above  men  first  “preached”  Sanita¬ 
tion — that  almost  every  considerable  drainage 
scheme  has  turned  out  to  be  a  more  or  less 
expensive  experiment.  Must  it  be  always  so? 
This  affords  a  handle  to  some  selfish  manu¬ 
facturers,  owners  of  dye  works,  tanneries,  plumb- 
age  works,  mining  people,  &c.,  as  to  the  alleged 
impossibility  of  an  effectual  remedy.  More 
modern  sanitary  engineers  have  advised  and 
carried  out  drainage  works  and  sewage  farms 
for  grass  culture  and  beast  grazing.  Smaller 
towns  have  got  a  limited  area  of  land,  and  pump¬ 
ing  works  for  “  treating  ”  the  sewage,  engineers 
boasting  that  the  effluent  water  can  be  made  to 
return  to  the  stream  innocuous  at  least  to  fish  life. 
In  isolated  country  houses,  and  perhaps  also  in 
some  villages,  the  Earth  system  of  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Moule  has  been  very  successful  in  veget¬ 
able  production  from  the  sewage  manure  “  culture.” 
But  people  even  jn  small  towns  can  hardly  be 
“  educated  ”  or  induced  to  adopt  this  simple 
system.  So  what  with  the  certainty  of  heavy 
expenditure,  and  the  possibility  of  partial  failure 
here  and  there,  a  town  still  suffers  its  river  to  be 
polluted  with  the  town’s  ordure,  nearly  making 
the  condition  of  things  worse  than  when  men,  plied 
with  spirits  and  snuff,  buried  the  contents  of 
garden  closets  in  deep  pits  at  night.  The  earth 
is  a  good  absolvent  of  gasses,  and  the  lilac 
and  cobnut  growths  helped.  The  Board  of  Health 
appears  to  be  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties,  and 
no  genius  arises  to  solve  the  problem. — Rusticus. 


Angling  in  Roundhay  Park,  Leeds. — Aider- 
man  Sir  E.  Gaunt  proposed  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : — “  That  during  the  pleasure  of  the  council 
the  following  arrangement  be  entered  into  with 
the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  right  of  fishing  at  Roundhay  Park. 
The  society  to  pay  to  the  corporation  £25  per 
annum,  and  to  have  the  sole  right  of  issuing 
tickets  to  anglers  and  receive  money  for  the  same  ; 
to  have  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  fish  hatchery 
and  rearing  ponds  on  the  streams  of  water  run¬ 
ning  into  the  lakes;  to  receive  all  assistance  possible 
from  park  rangers  and  managers  in  protection  of  ova 
and  young  fish,  prevention  of  poaching,  breaking 
rules,  &c.  The  society  to  charge  no  more  than  is 
at  present  charged  for  tickets,  and  to  spend  sur¬ 
plus  money  on  improvement  of  the  fishing.” — 
Alderman  Scarr  seconded  the  resolution. — Mr. 
Thos.  Winn  opposed  the  resolution  on  principle. 
On  doing  so  he  wished  to  be  understood  that  he 
had  not  a  particle  of  feeling  against  the  Society  of 
Anglers  in  trying  to  obtain  command  of  the  fishing 
at  the  park.  But,  whatever  advantages  existed  at 


Roundhay  Park,  whether  in  the  fishing  in  the  lake 
or  in  other  ways,  he  would  extend  those  advan. 
tages  fully  to  the  ratepayers  at  large,  and  not 
have  them  in  the  slightest  degree  restricted  by 
conceding  rights  to  a  society  as  was  proposed  by 
this  resolution.  But  if  such  privilege  were  to  be 
conceded  to  any  body,  why  give  it  to  one  society 
alone,  and  not  extend  it  to  other  societies  ? — In 
answer  to  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Alderman  Scarr  said  that 
the  takings  for  licences  hitherto  had  been  £40  a  year, 
and  that  the  agreement  would  be  an  annual  one. 
Two  other  questions  by  Mr.  Gordon — viz.,  What 
prospect  there  is  of  an  annual  surplus? — and  how 
the  surplus  was  to  be  ascertained  ?  were  not 
answered. — Mr.  Wilson  believed  that  the  agree¬ 
ment,  if  entered  into,  would  result  in  a  great 
improvement  in  the  fishing  at  Roundhay  Park.— 
Mr.  Gordon,  insisting  upon  an  answer  to  his  ques¬ 
tion  respecting  the  meaning  of  “  surplus  ”  in  the 
resolution,  Alderman  Sir  E.  Gaunt  said  it  meant 
the  amount  of  the  receipts  over  the  £25  to  be 
paid  to  the  corporation .  T  he  last  named  also  stated 
that  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  would 
have  no  control  whatever  over  any  one  going  to 
fish  in  the  lake.  Angling  would  be  as  free  in  the 
future  as  it  had  been  hitherto. — The  resolution 

was  adopted.  - 

A  Note  from  Mogador. — “  My  Dear  Marston. 
— I  have  made  a  good  beginning  with  the  bass — 
April  16,  about  half  an  hour’s  fishing,  four  bass  and 
a  bonito;  17th,  in  similar  brief  time ,  eleven  bass 
and  one  spotted  bass,  very  hurried  work,  a  short 
fierce  rise  late  in  afternoon,  fish  smallish,  best 
three,  441b.,  4|lb.  and  4|lb.;  but  on  Saturday, 
18th,  I  had  a  glorious  time,  a  ‘  rise  ’  which  lasted 
two  and  a-half  hours,  and  I  was  hooking  and 
fighting  fish  pretty  well  all  the  time,  total,  twenty, 
six  bass  and  a  bonito,  total  weight  821b.,  best  fish 
71b.;  seventeen  averaged  nearly  41b.  Rod,  Silver 
Spinner,  on  single  gut,  sundry  little  adjuncts  to 
spinner,  such  as  a  ‘sliver’  of  squid,  strip  of  bass- 
skin,  or  half  a  sardine ;  strip  of  bass  skin  best 
when  fish  are  well  on  the  feed,  as  it  is  both  bright 
and  tough  on  the  hook,  and  seldom  wants  renew¬ 
ing.  Sea  has  been  rough  since  that  day,  always 
the  way  when  a  good  lot  of  fish  get  together. 
You’ll  be  getting  among  the  trout  soon.  Good 
luck  to  you.  Got  your  ‘  Laird’s  Pool  on  Spey  ’ 
framed  in  my  sanctum,  ‘  Christchurch  Salmon  ’ 
there  also.  Fraternal  greetings  to  ye  brethren  at 
F.  F.  C. — Yours  sincerely,  Chas.  A.  Payton.” 


A  Cod  with  a  Story. — A  cod — of  the  previous 
history  of  which  it  would  be  interesting  to  get 
some  information — came  on  Saturday  week  into 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Sons,  fish 
merchants  and  game  dealers,  Castle-street,  Edin¬ 
burgh.  It  was  caught  on  the  same  morning, 
about  twenty  miles  off  the  Isle  of  May,  and  after 
being  delivered  at  the  shop  and  partly  cut  up  for 
sale,  was  discovered  to  be  curiously  lettered  along 
the  left  side  of  the  body.  The  letters  might  have 
been  branded  in,  but  apparently  so  long  ago  that 
they  looked  like  ordinary  skin  maskings,  and  did 
not  readily  strike  an  observer.  A  little  examina¬ 
tion,  however,  showed  what  seemed  to  be  the 
letters — the  letters  R.  E.  E.  L.  along  the  left 
shoulder  above  the  dorsal  fin.  Further  along 
towards  the  tail  were  distinguishable  the  letters 
S.  A.  T.  E.  These  were  half-an-inch  in  length. 
Upon  the  side  below  the  first  combination  were 
L.  H.  in  inch  letters,  and  below  these  again  on 
the  belly  was  a  large  K.  The  fish  weighed  161b. 

— Scotsman.  - 

Loch  Skerrow,  Kirkcudbrightshire. — A  num¬ 
ber  of  the  sporting  gentlemen  of  the  Stewartry 
have  formed  themselves  into  an  angling  club  and 
rented  Loch  Skerrow,  the  angling  of  which  will 
now  be  exclusively  theirs.  This  loch  has  a  repu¬ 
tation  for  containing  excellent  sporting  trout  of  a 
good  size.  “  According  to  the  constitution  and 
rules  of  the  newly -formed  club,  the  membership 
is  not  to  exceed  fifteen  with  two  honorary  mem¬ 
bers.  The  subscription  for  this  season  is  £2  2s. ; 
and  the  number  of  tickets  each  member  is  entitled 
to  is  ten,  which  shall  include  two  rods  and  are 
transferable.  Angling  must  close  with  September 
and  no  trout  under  eight  inches  in  length  shall  be 
killed.  The  members  of  committee  are :  Major 
Houghton  Hughan  of  Airds  ;  Colonel  Sanderson, 
of  Glenlaggan  ;  Captain  Murray  Dunlop,  Walton 
Park  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Timms,  of  Slogarie  (treasurer) ; 
Mr.  William  Russell,  Barend  (secretary),”— 
flumfries  and  Galloway  Standard . 
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Some  men  are  never  satisfied.  Would  you 
believe  it,  after  the  winter  we  have  passed  through, 
to  say  nothing  of  a  polar  spring  and  arctic  Whit¬ 
suntide,  a  fellow  has  been  lecturing  before  one  of 
tko  learned  societies  on  “  The  Artificial  Produc¬ 
tion  of  Cold.’’  That  lecturer  is  not  a  “  friend  of 
man.” 


Was  ever  such  a  Whitsuntide  known  ?  It 
would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  fill  this 
column  with  railings  against  that  practical  jokeist, 
the  clerk  of  the  weather,  but  I  must  sacrifice 
my  feelings  to  the  interests  of  the  readers  of 
the  Gazette ,  who  are  no  doubt  perfectly  well 
able  to  heap  curses  on  the  perfidious  creature 
who  controls  the  snow,  hail,  sleet,  and  easterly 
winds  (veering  north)  and  who  has  been  turning 
on  those  particular  taps  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent  lately.  I  am  half  inclined  to  agree  with  a 
wise  woman  who  lives  in  our  village  that  “it 
is  all  along  of  that  Iher  metaliurgerical  orfice,” 
and  that  settled  fine  weather  will  visit  England 
no  more  until  that  said  “  orfice  ”  has  been 
obsquatulated.  _ 


It  is  nice  weather  for  photography,  truly,  so  I 
will  give  the  promised  hints  on  working  band- 
cameras.  First  a  story  with  a  moral  which  hand- 
camerisfcs  may  do  well  to  remember.  A  Welsh 
youth,  son  of  the  landlord  of  a  little  fishing  inn  at 
which  I  was  staying,  bought  a  cheap  camera  and 
endeavoured  to  manufacture  a  negative.  After 
using  five  dozen  or  more  plates  without  getting 
the  slightest  result,  he  ventured  to  ask  my  advice. 
He  thought,  he  said,  that  there  was  something 
wrong  somewhere.  He  had  taken  a  portrait  of 
a  lady  that  morning — would  I  develop  it  for 
him  ?  When  night  came  I  made  a  rough  ruby 
lamp  and  commenced  to  develop  the  plate.  In 
a  few  seconds  it  began  to  darken  and  finally 
turned  black  all  over  without  the  slightest  vestige 
of  a  picture.  He  was  a  Welsh  boy  who  knew 
very  little  English,  and  after  spending  half-an- 
hour  trying  to  get  out  of  him  what  he  had  done 
to  obtain  this  result,  I  gave  him  and  his  photo¬ 
graphy  up  in  despair.  The  next  morning,  as  I 
was  going  off,  rod  in  hand,  the  mirth  approached 
with  two  unused  plates  in  his  Land,  and  evidently 
anxious  to  explain  something.  It  v.  ould  have 
been  easier  to  understand  a  heathen  Chinee,  so 
I  called  an  interpreter,  who  spoke  thus :  “  He 
says  that  he  has  placed  these  things  in  the  box 
with  the  glass  hole  and  pointed  it  at  his  father 
for  a  long  time,  and  that  nothing  came  of  it.” 
“  But  why  for  a  long  time  ?  ”  “  Oh,  he  says  that 

he  took  out  the  plate  six  times  to  see  how  it  was 
going  on,  but  there  was  nothing  coming  on  the 
plate.”  Then  I  questioned  him  further  through 
the  interpreter,  and  found  that  all  the  plates  had 
been  exposed  to  the  light  several  times  before 
being  put  into  the  camera,  and  that  the  youth  had 
not  the  slightest  idea  of  the  part  light  played  in 
making  or  marring  a  picture. 


One  of  the  first  things  to  be  learned  in  photo¬ 
graphy  is  that  the  slightest  ray  of  daylight  or 
ordinary  artificial  light  will  utterly  spoil  the 
sensitive  film  or  plates  on  which  the  pictures  are 
taken.  But  red  or  yellow  light,  if  not  too  strong, 
nor  too  long  continued,  will  not  injure  the  plates, 
which  must  therefore  be  placed  ih  the  camera  or 
taken  out  of  it,  for  development  in  such  light.  At 
night  a  lamp  with  a  ruby  glass  may  be  used.  In 
the  daytime  the  whole  of  the  window,  except  a 
small  portion,  should  be  made  light-tight,  and 
the  uncovered  portion  be  covered  with  ruby  or 
yellow  glaze  light,  which  is  made  for  the  purpose, 
borne  knowledge  of  the  most  elementary  prin¬ 
ciples  of  photography  is  very  desirable,  even  for 
those  who  work  the  most  simple  of  hand- cameras 
and  do  not  develop  their  own  plates,  and  I  know 
no  book  which  is  more  lucid  or  better  suited  for 
beginners  than  “  Photography  for  All,”  by  W.  J. 
Harrison.  It  was  my  first  book,  and  though  I 
have  read  a  number  of  manuals  on  photography, 
none  have  been  so  useful  to  me  as  that  little 
primer. 


How  the  plates  are  placed  in  the  camera  I 
cannot  explain,  because  the  method  differs  in 
almost  every  different  make  of  instrument.  That 


must  be  learnt  from  the  vendor.  I  will  presume 
that  a  camera  has  been  bought  which  contains  a 
finder  and  a  focussing  apparatus.  I  also  presume 
that  the  mechanism  of  the  particular  instrument 
has  been  sufficiently  mastered.  Now  to  photograph 
something.  First  of  all,  choose  a  day  when  the 
suu  is  shining  brightly,  for  in  this  country  the 
light  is  rarely  good  enough  for  instantaneous 
work  unless  the  sun  is  shining.  The  light  is  at  its 
best  from  the  present  time  to  about  the  end  of 
July,  and  is  shining  best  about  midday.  For 
seascapes,  or  other  pictures  with  a  quantity  of 
water  in  the  foreground,  the  light  need  not  be  so 
strong.  The  sun  need  not  be  full  out,  as  the 
reflection  from  the  water  greatly  increases  the 
amount  of  light.  The  darker  the  subject  the 
stronger  the  light  must  be.  Be  careful,  what¬ 
ever  subject  you  choose,  the  sun  does  not 
shine  on  to  the  lens,  or  the  picture  will  certainly 
be  spoilt.  The  most  pleasing  pictures  will  be 
those  in  which  there  is  a  side  light.  Distant 
views  do  not  come  out  well  in  hand-cameras,  as 
the  lenses  which  are  used  usually  take  in  such  a 
wide  angle  that  the  distance  comes  out  extremely 
small.  Objects  near  at  hand  come  out  best.  An 
angler  wading  in  a  rocky  stream  or  playing  a  fish, 
the  angler’s  inn,  portraits  of  gillies  and  other 
waterside  characters,  boats,  punts,  and  fishing 
craft,  waves  tumbling  in,  and  such  like  subjects, 
in  which  the  interest  is  all  centred  in  the  fore¬ 
ground,  usually  photo  well.  The  distance  of  the 
principal  object  in  the  picture  must  be  guessed  or 
measured,  and  the  focussing  dial  set  accordingly. 
The  camera  should  be  held  under  the  left  arm 
steadily  ;  and  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
shake  it  when  taking  the  photo.  Objects  moving 
not  too  rapidly  are  easily  photoed.  It  is  not  well 
to  attempt  anything  nearer  than  6ft.,  or  the 
perspective  will  be  very  bad.  Indeed  at  6ft.  care 
must  be  taken  in  the  placing  of  the  object.  For 
instance,  if  a  horse  is  taken,  bows  on  its  head 
will  appear  about  twice  too  big  for  its  body,  but 
taken  sidu-face  it  will  come  out  all  right.  A  little 
experience  will  be  found  better  than  a  good  deal 
of  “  book  learning,”  but  the  two  are  advan¬ 
tageously  taken  in  moderate  doses.  Templar. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  FISHING  IN 
NORTH  UIST. 

By  Duine  M6r. 

Like  its  sister-islands,  Benbecula  and  South 
Uist,  North  Uist  is  a  large  loch-intersected  moor, 
strewn  with  rocks,  while  its  shores  are  strikingly 
irregular  and  pierced  here  and  there  with  those 
peculiar  tidal  estuaries  which  are  only  met  with 
in  the  Outer  Hebrides  and  the  Northern  Isles. 
There  are  three  groups  into  which  the  lochs  of 
North  Uist  may  be  conveniently  divided,  namely — 
brown  trout  lochs  proper,  sea  trout  lochs  proper  ; 
and,  to  some  extent,  salmon  and  mixed  lochs, 
in  which  both  the  brown  trout  and  sea  trout 
fishing  is  good.  The  general  rule  in  the 
Outer  Hebrides  is,  that  where  there  is  good  sea 
trout  fishing,  the  brown  trout  are  small  and  poor, 
and  vice  versa :  this  applies  to  the  lochs  of  North 
Uist  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

The  best  salmon  and  sea  trout  lochs,  over 
which  the  hotel  -  keeper  at  Lochmaddy  has  the 
right  of  angling,  are  Loch-na-Chiste  and  the  con¬ 
necting  Loch  Skealtair  and  Lochs  Horisary  and 
Ara-Vich-Ruari.  The  first-named  of  these  lochs 
is  only  one  mile  from  the  hotel,  while  Skealtair  is 
connected  by  a  very  short  stream,  so  that  both 
lochs  are  very  conveniently  situated.  The  lochs 
have  very  irregular  shores  and  hence  can  be 
easily  fished  without  a  boat,  if  the  angler  prefers 
to  do  so.  On  stormy  days  this  is  frequently  the 
best  plan  to  adopt,  as  more  water  is  then  covered 
—  always  a  desirable  thing  in  loch  fishing.  The 
innkeeper,  however,  has  boats  on  the  loch.  Loch 
Horisary  is  fourteen  miles  from  Lochmaddy,  but 
the  road  is  a  good  one,  and  hence  the  drive  is  less 
formidable  in  reality  than  it  looks.  Loch  Horisary 
is  a  “  shore  ”  loch  and  fishes  best  in  a  strong  breeze  J 
of  west  or  north-west  winds,  resembling  Loch-A-  | 
Bharp  in  South  Uist  in  this  respect.  The  fish  lie 
close  in  by  the  rocks  and  round  the  burn  mouths  ! 
especially  if  there  be  a  slight  and  not  too  heavy,  a 
“  fresh  ”  coming  down.  The  sea  trout  in  this  loch 
run  very  heavy  and  all  over  it  is  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  best,  of  the  sea  trout  lochs.  Ara-Vich-  I 
Ruari  is  also  first-rate,  but  a  boat  is  required  to 
fish  it  properly. 


Until  recently  it  was  believed  that  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  purely  tidal  waters  the  spring  sea  trout 
fishing  in  both  North  and  South  Uist  was  hardly 
worth  going  so  far  afield  for,  but  in  both  islands 
the  experience  of  this  year  has  proved  beyond 
doubt  that  there  is  a  strong  run  of  clean  spring 
fish.  In  South  Uist,  Lower  Ivildonan,  Na  Sgairrbh 
and  A-Bharp  yielded  splendid  sport  without  any 
objectional  kelts  to  mar  (or  even  make,  on  bad 
days)  the  fun ;  while  of  Loch-na-chiste  and 
Skealtair,  in  North  Uist,  the  same  may  be  said, 
several  local  anglers  having  some  first-rate 
baskets  of  clean,  bright  and  big  fish.  My  own 
Hebridean  result  this  spring  was  one  hundred  and 
one  sea  trout,  1441b.  in  ten  days — some  of  which 
were  very  bad  angling  days  indeed.  My  best 
twenty-three  fish  weighed  8111b. ;  and  of  fish  81b. 
and  over  I  killed  the  following : — 8£,  7£,  5j-,  5,  5, 
41,  4,  34,  34,  3,  3,  3,  31b. ;  and  ten  from  21b.  up¬ 
wards  to  31b. ;  so  that  the  spring  run  in  the  outer 
islands  is  any  thing  but  a  myth.  Lochs  Horisary 
and  Ara-Vich-Ruari  were  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
tried,  but  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  on  the 
analogy  of  the  other  two  and  Lower  Kildonian 
and  Na- Sgairrbh,  they  would  have  yielded  well. 
The  spring  season  is  from  the  begining  of  March 
until  the  middle  of  April  (speaking  generally),  the 
last  week  in  March  and  the  first  week  in  April 
being  the  choice  period,  but  this  will  of  course 
depend  to  some  extent  upon  the  tides  and  the 
quantity  of  rain  that  has  fallen.  All  these  four 
lochs  are  at  their  best  in  July,  August,  and 
September — August  being  all  over  the  best  fishing 
month,  as  both  brown  and  sea  trout  are  then  to 
be  caught  in  their  best  condition. 

Lochs  Obisary  and  An-Austrum  are  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule  that  good  sea  trout  fishing  is 
rarely  to  be  had  in  the  same  loch  as  good  brown 
trout  fishing.  The  former  is  a  large  loch  of  very 
singular  and  picturesque  appearance,  lying  under 
the  shadow  of  Ben  Eval.  It  abounds  both  in 
brown  and  sea  trout,  the  former  being  particularly 
fine  fish  averaging  nearly  lib.  A  fairly  good  day’s 
work  on  this  loch  under  ordinarily  favourable 
conditions  would  be  from  151b.  to  201b.  of  sea  and 
brown  trout,  though  on  a  thoroughly  good  day 
something  phenomenal  might  be  accomplished. 
The  brown  trout  are  about  the  gamest  in  North 
Uist  and  give  splendid  sport.  There  is  a  boat  on 
the  Loch.  The  best  route  to  it  is  over  the  moor 
to  Loch  Eport,  and  thence  a  short  row  over  that 
sea  loch.  Loch  An-Austrum  is  a  somewhat 
“  dourer  ’’  loch  to  fish,  and  hence  it  is  generally 
accredited  with  not  holding  quite  so  many  fish  as 
Obisary,  but  nevertheless  it  is  a  nice  loch  to  fish 
and  usually  yields  fairly  well.  It  is  conveniently 
situated,  being  only  a  mile  or  so  from  the  hotel. 
The  tide  has  free  access  to  this  loch. 

The  principal  brown  trout  lochs  aro  Vergavat, 
Connacher,  Clachan,  Mhiran,  Bhaisg,  and  Bale- 
loch.  These  lochs,  besides  many  a  mountain 
tarn  unknown  to  fame,  may  all  be  relied  upon  for 
good  baskets  of  brown  trout.  Fish  run  mostly 
from  41b.  up  to  21b.  or  31b.,  the  latter  weights 
being  by  no  means  exceptional,  while  every  year 
a  few  fin  de  siecle  (no  joke  meant,  but  the  phrase 
is  fashionable)  fish  of  from  5lb.  to  71b.  are  killed ; 
but  of  course  no  rational  angler  expects  such 
monsters,  though  the  possibility  of  “  getting  into  ” 
one  is  always  present.  All  the  lochs  named,  and 
many  more  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  open  to 
anglers  resident  at  the  Lochmaddy  Hotel.  They 
can  either  be  fished  from  the  bank  or  from  a 
boat,  the  former  mode  being  quite  practicable  in 
most  of  them  owing  to  their  very  irregular  shores. 
The  hotel  is  close  to  the  pier,  on  an  eminently 
healthy  situation,  and  has  recently  undergone 
extensive  alterations.  The  accommodation  is  at 
present  limited  to  fifteen  anglers,  and  the  charge 
per  week  (boats  and  fishing  free)  is  the  same  as 
at  Lochboisdale  Hotel — namely,  £3  3s.  per  weekf 
with  a  reduction  by  arrangement  on  anglers 
staying  for  a  fixed  period  of  some  length.  The 
gillies’  fee  is  primitive,  only  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  day,  that  being,  in  fact,  the  usual 
remuneration  for  a  day’s  work  throughout  the 
Long  Island.  There  is  a  daily  mail  out  and  in, 
while  the  telegraph  office  is  within  three  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  the  hotel.  There  are  several  routes 
to  Lochmaddy,  but  the  existing  ones  will  probably 
be  modified  or  altered  during  the  present  season, 
owing  to  the  proposed  change  in  what  is  known 
as  “  The  Island  Route.”  There  is  now  to  be  a 
daily  boat  to  South  and  North  Uist  from  Oban, 
and  hence  the  best  plan  for  intending  visitors  is 
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to  write  to  David  MacBrayne  and  Co.,  Glasgow, 
for  a  way-bill,  an  application  always  courteously 
and  promptly  answered.  Under  the  present 
arrangements,  Locbmaddy  can  be  reached  by 
railing  to  Storme  Ferry,  and  thence  per  mail 
steamer  via  Portree,  or  direct  by  MacBrayne’s 
steamers  from  Glasgow  every  Monday  and  Thurs¬ 
day.  Passengers  may  join  the  latter  at  Oban  on 
Tuesday  or  Friday  mornings,  reaching  Loch- 
maddy  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  about  mid¬ 
day.  When  the  new  daily  steamer  comes  on 
there  will  be  communication  between  Lochbois- 
dale  and  Locbmaddy,  thus  affording  anglers  a 
comfortable  means  of  changing  their  quarters 
and  having  a  week  in  the  teeming  waters  of  both 
centres.  For  sea  trout  fishing  March,  April, 
August,  and  September  are  the  best  months  ; 
while  for  brown  trout,  May,  June,  and  August  are 
best  —  July,  in  my  experience  of  Hebridean 
angling,  being  not  quite  so  good,  though  of  course 
this  is  not  an  absolute  rule.  The  great  charm  of 
angling  in  the  outer  islands  is  the  varied  and 
unlimited  extent  of  the  water  over  which  one 
may  fish  ;  while  the  scenery,  if  not  grand  and 
picturesque,  has  a  weird  aud  eerie  charm  pecu¬ 
liarly  its  own — a  “  desert  dignity,”  which  makes 
one  to  the  full  appreciate  the  “  poor  but  proud  ’’ 
idea  contained  in  that  celebrated  phrase  of  the 
great  master  of  description. 

The  flies  in  use  in  North  Uist,  both  in  size  and 
pattern,  are  the  same  as  those  employed  in  South 
Uist. 


TROUT  EGGS  FOR  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  T.  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  sends  us  the 
following  letter  from  one  of  his  customers  in 
South  Africa : — 

“  Dear  Sir, — You  will  doubtless  be  glad  to 
know  the  result  of  the  trial  importation  of  the 
trout  ova  you  sent  to  us  by  the  Mexican  on 
March  6. 

“  They  reached  East  London,  the  port  of  this 
town,  at  early  morning  of  April  2,  and  with  them 
two  tons  of  ice  procured  at  Capetown  and  brought 
round. 

“Arrangements  had  been  made  for  a  special 
tug  to  meet  Mexican,  a  special  train  to  meet  tug, 
and  the  committee  here  the  arrival  of  the  train, 
with  a  waggonette  and  six  horses  to  convey  ova 
with  all  speed  to  the  hatchery  in  the  mountains, 
the  bulk  of  ice  following  by  fast  bullock  waggon, 
with  fresh  spans  of  oxen  along  the  road,  to  avoid 
delay  of  out-spanning  to  rest  the  bullocks.  All 
went  fairly  well.  The  tug  was  delayed  two  hours 
when  coming  into  the  river  with  ova  and  ice  on 
board,  by  a  chain  getting  round  propeller  ;  other¬ 
wise  all  happened  as  arranged. 

“  The  ova  and  ice  had  to  be  carried  by  bearers 
a  distance  of  four  miles  in  the  mountains,  as  the 
country  is  so  rugged  and  hilly  as  not  to  allow  of 
a  road  being  made.  We  had  twenty-four  bearers 
waiting,  and  at  eight  p.m.  on  Thursday,  April  2, 
the  hatcheries  were  reached. 

“  As  we  had  not  enough  ice  in  the  waggonette 
to  be  sure  of  keeping  down  temperature  until  the 
bulk  arrived,  we  decided  to  leave  box  of  ova  in 
hatcbery  all  night,  and  wait  until  arrival  of  the 
waggon. 

“  At  ten  the  next  morning  (Friday)  the  waggon 
arrived,  having  stuck  for  four  hours  in  the  hill, 
and  a  fresh  span  of  oxen  had  to  be  procured  ;  it 
required  twenty  oxen  to  move  it. 

“  Immediately  we  began  to  cool  down  water  in 
filter  and  troughs,  and  get  it  to  40  deg.  The  tem¬ 
perature  of  moss  was  37  deg. 

“  The  ova  were  in  splendid  order  and  condition, 
very  few  had  died.  We  transferred  them  to  water 
of  38  deg ,  washed  in  water  of  40  deg.,  and  put 
into  troughs  of  40  deg.  This  water  was  gradu¬ 
ally  raised  as  long  as  our  stock  of  ice  lasted,  and 
on  Sunday,  April  5,  at  1.30,  all  was  gone.  Water 
flowing  from  outlet  of  trough  at  56  deg.,  tempera¬ 
ture  of  air  of  hatchery,  66  deg. 

“  Only  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  dead  eggs 
were  removed  when  the  ova  were  placed  in  trays, 
and  the  rest  looked  transparent  and  peachy.  On 
Wednesday,  April  8,  four  eggs  hatched,  that  is, 
thirty-three  days  after  being  delivered  by  you  to 
the  steamer  in  England,  and  on  Sunday,  April  12, 
the  hatcheries  were  visited  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee,  and  he  reports  over  one 
thousand  fish  hatched  aud  strong. 

“We  have  a  splendid  supply  of  pure  spring 
water,  the  totaljyield  of  spring  being  eight  thou-  j 


sand  three  hundred  and  five  gallons  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

“  The  hatching  troughs  : — 

1 —  583  gallons  in  24  hours. 

2 —  635  gallons  in  24  hours. 

“  We  are  having  nursery  ponds  made  outside 
building  to  plant  them  with  natural  weeds  for 
breeding  the  natural  food,  and  intend  putting  fish 
there  until  fit  to  turn  into  rivers.  We  are  apply¬ 
ing  to  Government  for  power  for  larger  operations 
next  year,  and  we  will  communicate  with  you 
further.  Shall  be  much  obliged  for  your  com¬ 
ments  and  suggestions  for  improvements.  We 
thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  attention, 
and  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  por¬ 
tion  of  the  experiment. — Faithfully  yours, 

“  Henry  M.  Chute. 

“  King  Williams  Town,  South  Africa.” 


ANSWER  TO  CORRESPONDENT. 

Those  who  wish  the  Green-fly  will  find  it 
described  in  last  week’s  Gazette  under  Green  Pea¬ 
cock  and  Green  Peacock  (variety). 


Garoapmtfrme 


“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


THE  CONNEMARA  FISHING  CLUB, 
LIMITED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent’ 
J.  E.  G.,  in  your  last  number,  I  advise  members 
to  come  first  to  Oughterard,  as  the  May  Fly  is 
now  coming  up,  and  some  sport  will  be  had  with 
the  large  lake  trout,  many  of  which  run  up  to  81b. 
and  101b.  All  who  come  here  should  bring  a 
couple  of  stout  trolling  rods  and  tackle  for  spin¬ 
ning  ;  a  few  Phantoms,  and  Angel’s  Totness 
Minnows  are  the  best.  Also,  some  blights  for 
spinning  dead  bait.  Minnows  are  hard  to  get,  but 
the  fisherman  can  procure  small  trout  from  the 
hill  lakes,  which  make  good  baits.  The  average 
weight  to  trout  taken  by  May  Fly,  or  spinning 
bait,  ought  to  be  from  2lb.  to  41b  There  are  good 
quarters  at  Murply’s  and  Roe’s  Hotels,  Oughterard. 
The  salmon  are  up  in  the  club’s  river,  “  Erriff.” 
Tickets,  five  shillings  per  day,  to  be  had  from 
Mr.  M‘Keown,  Hotel,  Leenane,  Co.  Galway,  where 
anglers  would  put  up.  The  grilse  will  be  running 
early  in  June,  and  the  white  trout  a  little  later. 
There  is  an  excellent  white  trout  lake,  “  Tawn- 
yard  ”  on  the  same  fishery,  which  members  can 
fish  at  three  and  sixpence  per  day.  The  Erriff 
salmon  run  from  101b.  to  201b.,  the  average  spring 
fish,  about  12lb.  or  131b.,  the  average  grilse  or 
“  Peal,”  about  51b.  Small  flies  do  the  best,  the 
usual  small  grilse  size ;  the  best  Erriff  fly  is  a 
claret  body,  rough,  with  gold  twist,  and  orange  tip 
rather  dark  mixed  wing,  and  gold  pheasant’s 
topping  for  tail.  Jock  Scott  s  always  a  safe  fly 
to  have,  and  the  Silver  Doctor  has  often  done 
well.  The  best  white  trout  fly  is  the  Thunder 
and  Lightning,  black  and  silver  body  with  bright 
yellow  hackle,  light  plain  wing,  and  gold  pheasant’s 
tippet  for  tail.  Permanent  headquarters  could 
not  be  expected  yet,  but  for  the  present  the 
hotels  mentioned  will  accommodate  members  in 
Oughterard,  and  at  Leenane,  and  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  is  most  convenient 
for  fishing  Lough  Mask,  and  within  a  drive  of 
“  Loughna  Fovey.” — Yours  truly,  H.  H. 

Currarevagh,  Outerard. 


LESSONS  IN  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FLY  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  special  request  of  a  number 
of  gentlemen,  I  intend  to  visit  London  on  the  15th 
of  June  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in 
the  art  of  salmon  and  trout  fly  casting.  Through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  Warner,  I  have  secured  a 
suitable  stretch  of  water  at  the  Welsh  Harp 
Fishery,  Hendon,  and  due  arrangements  will  be 
made  to  ensure  the  strictest  privacy.  Believing 
that  you  will  be  interested  to  learn  of  my  intended 
visit,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  card 


with  the  necessary  information.  All  applications 
up  to  the  8th  of  June  to  be  sent  to  the  appended 
address;  afterwards  to  Welsh  Harp  Fishery, 
Hendon. — Yours  trulj',  James  Kerss. 

Bellevue  Cottage. 

Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 


[Copy  of  the  Card. ] 

James  Kerss. 

Sprouston-on-Tweed,  Kelso,  N.B. 
(Winner  of  the  Professional  Salmon  Fly  Casting 
Competition  at  Twickenham,  9th  Aug.,  1890.) 

Instruction  in  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting  at 
Welsh  Harp  Fishery,  Hendon. 

Terms  : — Four  Lessons . £1  Is. 

Hours  of  Attendance,  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Other  particulars  on  application. 

Trout  Fly  Casting  only  -  -  10s.  6d. 

[When  he  was  at  the  tournament  last  year,  Mr. 
James  Kerss,  the  Tweed  professional  fisherman, 
told  us  that  some  London  gentlemen  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  get  some  lessons  in  fly  casting  from  him, 
and  he  asked  us  what  we  would  advise  him  to  do. 
We  told  him  we  would  make  it  known,  at  any  rate 
for  him,  and  that  we  should  be  much  surprised  if 
a  good  many  anglers  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  offer.  We  are  glad  to  say,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  circular  which  we  reprint  above,  Mr. 
Kerss  has  made  arrangements  to  oome. — Ed.] 


A  GRILSE  QUERY. 

Sir,— In  your  last  week’s  issue  you  inserted  a 
note  commenting  on  a  grilse  of  5|lb.,  whioh  I 
killed  on  LochEck,  May  4.  The  writer  says  that 
“  it  was  stated,’’  also  that  “those  knowing  any¬ 
thing  about  grilse  will  know  that  this  is  too  good 
to  be  true.  If  not  a  mended  kelt  grilse,  it  must 
if  a  fresh-run  fish  have  been  a  small  salmon.” 

I  cannot  understand  what  the  writer  means  by 
this  note.  If  he  wishes  me  to  believe  that  his 
knowledge  of  grilse,  and  of  Scotch  fishing  is  so 
great  that  he  can  declare  the  fish  to  be  either  a 
mended  kelt  grilse,  or  a  small  salmon,  without 
ever  having  seen  the  fish ;  then  I  must  ask  him 
to  carefully  read  the  latter  part  of  my  letter,  which 
I  trust  will  convince  him  that  he  is  wrong,  and  so 
present  another  exposure  of  his  ignorance. 

If  the  writer  intends  to  imply  that  my  fish  was 
overweighed,  I  suppose  it  is  because  your  corres¬ 
pondents  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  false  reports, 
which  require  to  be  verified,  otherwise  you  would 
never  have  dared  to  doubt  my  word  by  the  inser¬ 
tion  of  such  a  paragraph,  when  I  took  the  trouble 
to  guarantee  the  report  by  a  letter  and  my  card. 

The  grilse  in  question  was  neither  a  mended 
kelt  grilse,  nor  a  small  salmon,  but  a  fine  clean- 
run  fish,  which  turned  the  scales  at  5ilb  ,  four 
hours  after  being  killed.  I  should  also  like  to 
mention  that  my  basket  was  entered  in  the  angler’s 
diary,  at  the  Loch  Eck  Hotel,  and  that  John 
Steward,  the  proprietor,  a  well-known,  and  ex¬ 
perienced  angler  was  with  me  during  my  four 
hours  fishing,  and  can  verify  my  report.  Also, 
another  experienced  angling  friend  of  mine  was 
present  when  I  examined  the  fish,  and  noticed 
this  season’s  roe. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

J.  Lennox  Irwin-Moore. 


RYPICK. 

Sir,— If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  my  letter 
(No.  729,  April  11,  p.  229),  respecting  this  very 
necessary  implement,  you  will  find  my  contention 
is  rypick  not  ripeck. 

To  strengthen  my  case  do  not  all  navvies  and 
labourers  term  a  pickaxe  a  “peck.”  So  fisher¬ 
men,  &c.,  have  ignorantly  turned  rypick  into 
rypeck,  and  angling  writers  and  others  have  per¬ 
petuated  the  error  by  writing  as  they  have  heard 
spoken. 

In  reply  to  the“0.  O.  D.”  (why  not  his  full 
name  ?  O’Dowd)  a  river-pick  or  rypick  is  a  straight 
stout  pointed  iron  bar,  welded  into  a  conical 
socket,  and  attached  to  a  pole  of  about  3^  in. 
diameter,  aud  varying  from  14  to  22  ft.  long. 

Mr.  Sacbs  described  the  punt  pole  as  the 
rypick. 

If  either  the  “  O.  O.  D.,”  or  Mr.  E.  V.  Powell, 
will  watch  a  “ballast”  boat  commence  opera¬ 
tions  they  will  soon  see  how  I  get  at  my  idea  of 
river  pick. — Yours,  faithfully. 

Slough.  Harry  Sargeant. 


o 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[May  23,  1891. 


“  TO  COTSWOLD  ISYS.” 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  protest  against  the  com¬ 
parison  of  your  correspondent  “  Cotswold  Isys  ” 
in  his  letter  in  last  week’s  number,  in  which  he 
refers  to  a  trout  being  as  “  sluggish  as  a  carp.” 
Bottom  fishermen  have  a  good  deal  to  put  up  with 
from  those  who  fish  only  for  salmon,  trout,  &c.,  but 
they  who  think  we  are  such  inferior  beings,  and 
that  bottom  fishing  is  such  an  easy  matter  should 
be  careful  in  making  their  comparisons,  or  they 
only  display  their  ignorance  and  inexperience.  I 
wonder  if  “  Cotswold  Isys  ”  ever  caught  either — 
he  certainly  cannot  have  taken  both.  My  opinion 
is  that  with  the  same  rod  and  line,  a  trout  would  be 
landed  in  half  the  time  it  would  take  to  land  a 
carp  of  the  same  weight. — Yours,  &c.,  E.  J.  W. 


A  HINT  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Will  you  please  give 
space  to  the  present  letter  as  a  supplement  to  my 
letter  re  artificial  “  gram,”  which  appeared  in  your 
issue  of  the  25th  April  ?  I  should  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  foreign  correspondents  to  the  fact 
that  the  receiver  of  a  letter  which  is  insufficiently 
stamped  is  charged  twice  the  amount  missing  in 
stamps.  Thus  I  have  been  charged  forty  copeks 
on  one  letter  two  days  since,  which  is  coming  it 
“strong,”  as  “  Truthful  James  ”  would  have  put 
it.  You  will  concede  that  it  is  a  stiffish  price  for 
a  letter,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  (the  case  just 
mentioned  not  being  a  unique  one  in  my  ex¬ 
perience)  I  feel  justified  in  drawing  the  attention 
of  correspondents  to  the  above  fact. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  soon  in  a  position  to  send  you 
samples  of  artificial  baits  of  my  invention,  and 
feel  sure  that  you  will  approve  of  them. — Yours 
very  sincerely, 

Kazan,  May  6,  1891.  Paul  Tcherkasov. 


HOOKS  AND  FLASHING  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  vexed  question 
of  eyed  hooks,  whether  they  are  better  than  hooks 
on  gut,  I  think  that  since  the  last  discussion  they 
have  got  a  more  extended  trial,  and  it  might 
with  advantage  be  now  asked  the  experience  of 
those  who  have  used  them. 

Last  Easter  I  was  fishing  on  Loch  Awe  for  a 
couple  of  days,  and  though  my  take  was  larger 
than  the  others,  I  also  rose  and  pricked  a  great 
number,  so  much  so  that  several  times  my  boat¬ 
man,  told  me  to  see  if  my  hooks  were  all  right. 
I  have  never  in  my  experience  had  so  many  fish 
touch  and  get  off  before,  though  I  have  used  these 
eyed  hooks,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  ;  but, 
I  must  say  I  have  often  wondered  why  I  have 
raised  but  not  hooked. 

I  have  noticed  even  long  distances  away  on 
bright  shiny  days,  either  on? loch  or  river,  the 
flashing  and  glint  of  the  rods  when  casting. 
Surely  this  must  scare  and  put  down  fish. 

Lately  I  have  been  trying  various  colours  of 
a  flat  body — i.e.,  not  sbiny,  to  overcome  this  flash¬ 
ing.  The  last  colour  I  tried  was  a  bluish-grey, 
and  thought  this  neutral  colour  was  just  the  thing, 
but  when  at  Loch  Leven  the  other  day  some  of 
my  club  members  told  me  they  could  see  my 
wand  distinctly  when  my  companions’  was  indis¬ 
tinct.  I  have  an  idea  there  is  something  in  this, 
and  would  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  others. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  W.  A. 

[We  remember,  about  sixteen  years  ago,  the 
late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  went  into  the  question  of 
polished  rods  flashing  in  sunlight,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  they  do,  and  for  this  reason  we 
dislike  bright  metal  fittings  to  a  rod.  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  the  present  angling  editor  of  the  Field  got 
Messrs.  Hardy  to  make  a  special  dull  varnish  for 
his  “  Red  Spinner  ”  rod.  We  have  asked  him  to 
give  his  experience.  Here  it  is  :  “  Young  Hardy 
fell  into  my  notion  about  the  glitter  nuisance 
(as,  indeed,  into  all  the  others  in  the  Red  Spinner 
rod)  with  prompt  intelligence.  I  told  him  I  had  got 
rather  sick  of  the  flash-of-lightning  style  of  fishing, 
and  his  dull  green  colouring  of  the  split  cane 
with  a  mere  ghost  of  polish  that  still,  let  me  im¬ 
press  upon  you,  answers  all  the  practical  purposes 
of  varnish,  have  proved  a  real  success.  ‘Rather 
funereal  in  appearance,  is  not  it  ?’  asked  a 
notorious  wit  in  the  west  country  of  me.  ‘  For 
the  trout,  funereal,  I  hope,  in  something  more 
than  appearance,’  was  my  answer.  And  so  mote 
it  be  always  be. — W.  S.” — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  PLACE  TO  GO  TO. 

Dear  Sir, — To  those  of  your  readers  who  may 
be  in  search  of  good  trout  fishing,  the  following 
may  prove  to  be  of  interest  and  value.  The  place 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  their  attention  is  Newtown 
Stewart,  Co.  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  I  have  lately 
been  spending  a  holiday. 

Though  a  total  stranger  to  the  place  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  I  was  charmed  not  only  with  the  kind¬ 
ness  I  experienced  from  all  with  whom  I  came  into 
contact,  but  also  with  the  scenery  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  particularly  with  the  beauty  of  the 
rivers,  which  are  naturally  typical  trout  streams. 
Of  these  there  are  four,  the  Strule,  Glenelly, 
Mourne,  and  Derg,  all  of  which  are  within  a  very 
short  distance  of  the  town,  the  farthest  away 
being  the  last.  The  Strule  and  Glenelly  are 
within  ten  minutes  walk  from  the  centre  of  the 
town,  the  two  uniting  near  the  G.  W.  Railway,  and 
together  form  the  Mourne,  which  flows  in  the 
shape  of  a  beautiful  horse-shoe  bend  at  the  foot  of 
the  town  itself,  The  Mourne  is,  in  its  turn, 
joined  by  the  Derg  about  two  miles  lower  down. 

All  these  rivers  hold  trout  and  afford  good  sport, 
and  particularly  so  after  wet  weather.  The  largest 
trout  are  to  be  found  in  the  Strule  and  Mourne, 
where  they  run  to  81b.  and  upwards. 

Unfortunately  for  myself,  I  happened  to  make 
the  acquaintance  of  these  streams  during  very  dry 
weather.  I  have,  however,  no  reason  to  complain 
on  the  ground  of  want  of  sport,  for  never  once  did 
I  go  out  without  catching  at  least  two  brace  of 
good  brown  trout  of  over  |lb.  each.  Had  I  been 
fishing  “  for  the  pot,”  and  not  for  sport,  and  had 
taken  all  under  £lb.  that  fell  to  my  rod,  I  could, 
no  doubt,  have  shown  very  good  baskets  indeed, 
so  far  as  weight  was  concerned. 

Not  only  do  these  rivers  hold  brown  trout,  but 
also  white  trout  and  salmon.  Being  late  rivers, 
however,  the  late  trout  and  salmon  do  not  often 
make  their  appearance  before  the  end  of  June, 
when,  after  a  good  “fresh,”  they  are  to  be  found 
in  considerable  numbers  and  rise  well  to  the  fly. 

No  licence  or  permission  is  required  to  take 
brown  trout,  while  the  charge  for  white  trout  and 
salmon  is  .£1,  which  covers  the  whole  season,  ex¬ 
tending  from  April  1  to  October  10. 

Good  accommodation,  and  at  reasonable  rates, 
is  to  be  had  at  any  of  the  hotels,  of  which  there 
are  three — viz.,  the  Duke  of  Abercorn  Arms, 
Moore’s  Hotel,  and  the  Castle.  My  own  personal 
experience  is  of  Moore’s  Hotel,  where  I  met  with 
every  attention  and  show  of  kindness,  while  the 
proprietor  I  found  always  ready  to  give  me  any 
information  in  his  power,  as  I  feel  sure  he  will  to 
any  of  your  readers  who  may  require  any  particu¬ 
lars  other  than  I  have  given. — I  am,  yours  very 
truly,  Alfred  Brown. 


DISEASED  GRAYLING  IN  THE  WYE. 

Sir, — Fishing  in  the  Wye,  at  Bakewell,  this 
week,  I  noticed  a  great  number  of  grayling  in  the 
water  which  were  affected  by  some  kind  of 
disease,  which  appeared  to  deprive  them  of  scales 
and  skin  between  the  dorsal  fin  and  tail.  I  also 
came  across  a  grayling  which  had  evidently 
died  from  this  disease,  and  found  it  covered  with 
a  kind  of  slimy  fungoid  growth,  which  could  be 
removed  by  scraping.  This  fish  was  well 
nourished  and  in  otherwise  good  condition.  I  am 
curious  to  know  what  is  the  cause  of  this  disease 
among  the  grayling.  The  trout  do  not  seem  to 
be  affected  by  it.  Talking  to  a  friend  respecting 
it,  when  I  came  home,  he  said  he  remembered 
something  similar  having  attacked  some  min¬ 
nows  in  an  aquarium.  He  cured  them  by  wash¬ 
ing  them  carefully  with  salt  water,  and  then  re¬ 
turning  them  into  fresh  water.  The  disease  never 
reappeared.  Apropos  of  this,  I  should  like  to  ask 
you  if  fresh-water  fish  will  live  for  a  short  time 
in  salt  water? — Yours,  &c.,  J.  M. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  notice  of  the  “  Gresham,” 
in  the  Gazette  of  last  week,  there  is  an  error,  either 
of  mine  or  the  printer’s.  In  alluding  to  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  it  says,  “as  he  had  taken  the  gross 
weight  prize  on  three  recent  occasions,”  &c. 

The  word  prize  ought  not  to  be  there,  as  thb 
Gresham  Society  claim  to  be  entirely  opposed  to 
prizes  for  gross  weights,  and  have  never  given 
prizes  for  anything  but  specimen  fish. — Yours 
faithfully,  James  Tayler,  Sec. 

[The  word  “  Prize  ”  certainly  slipped  into  Mr. 
Tayler’s  report. — Ed.J 


FLY  FISHING  FOR  TROUT  IN  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper  furnish  me  with  some  practical  advice  on 
“  Trout  Fishing  in  Ponds  ?  ”  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  fishing  a  small  private  pond  last  August  in 
Sussex,  which  was  well-stocked  with  trout  some 
years  ago,  but  although  I  tried  a  number  of  flies, 
my  efforts  were  unsuccessful.  Perhaps  my  flies 
were  too  large,  for  the  trout  were  freely  rising  to 
small  flies  on  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Z.  J.  M. 

[There  is  no  hard-and-fast  rule  for  fly-fishing 
for  trout  in  ponds.  A  cloudy  day  and  a  breeze 
are  the  best  conditions.  Small  flies  dressed 
hackle  fashion  kill  on  the  mill  dams  in  Derbyshire, 
the  bumbles  being  special  favourites.  Messrs. 
Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  supply  the  best  bumbles  we 
know;  we  advise  our  correspondent  to  try  their 
Honey  Dun,  Mulberry,  and  other  bumbles. — Ed.] 


THE  VORACITY  OF  PIKE. 

Sir, — The  following  may  be  interesting  to  your 
readers.  On  May  18  I  put  in  the  Mill  Head 
waters  five  hundred  trout  fry  at  11.30.  About  an 
hour  afterwards  I  went  up  to  see  how  they  were 
getting  on,  and  observed  a  small  pike,  about  6in. 
to  7in.  long,  amongst  them.  I  went  and  fetched 
a  rod  and  line,  but  he  darted  into  the  weeds.  This 
I  repeated  several  times  till  six  o’clock,  when  I 
succeeded  in  capturing  him.  On  opening  him  to 
see  what  mischief  he  had  committed,  I  counted 
out  no  less  than  fifty-one  young  trout.  Since  then 
I  have  kept  a  very  sharp  look-out  for  their  safety. 
— Yours  truly,  Lewis  A.  Garratt, 

Member  of  the  Hertford  Piscatorial 
Sele  Flour  Mills,  Hertford.  Society. 


ON  THE  LIFE  OF  AN  ARTIFICIAL  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  and  re-read  Mr.  Fraser 
Sandeman’s  letter  in  the  F.  G.  of  9th  inst.  with 
the  greatest  interest  and  wonderment. 

In  all  my  fly-fishing  career  of  thirty  years  I 
never  heard  of  such  a  marvellous  experience. 

Mr.  Sandeman  has  lately  killed  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  trout,  averaging  8oz.  each,  besides 
landing  some  fifty  smolts,  and  during  the  process 
has  only  lost  four  flies.  What  kind  of  a  river  can 
this  be  on  which  he  has  been  fishing  ?  Are  there 
no  bushes  nor  overhanging  trees  to  play  the  usual 
amount  of  havoc  with  tackle  ?  It  appears  that 
there  are  large  rocks  and  heavy  fish  in  it,  and  yet 
he  has  only  been  broken  twice  in  landing  some 
two  hundred  and  twenty  fish ! 

But  Mr.  S.  goes  on  to  say  that  after  taking  two 
or  three  dozen  trout  and  smolts  with  a  fly  he  has 
occasionally  changed  it  for  a  new  one— that  is  to 
say,  that  in  landing  the  two  hundred  and  twenty 
fish  he  has  changed  eight  flies  and  lost  four. 
Eighteen  fish  to  each  fly  !  What  kind  of  gut  it 
could  have  been  which  was  tied  to  the  hooks 
passes  my  comprehension.  A  Blue  Upright  or 
March  Brown  tied  on  ordinarily  fine  gut  does  re¬ 
markably  well  if,  before  getting  weak  and  frayed 
at  the  head,  it  kills  six  half-pounders,  and  I  believe 
most  anglers  will  admit  that  if,  in  getting  a  basket 
of  two  dozen  trout,  they  lose  or  wear  out  only  four 
flies,  they  are  extraordinarily  lucky.  But  to  keep 
up  an  average  of  eighteen  fish  to  one  fly  until  a 
total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  fish  (and  many 
of  them  clearly  heavy  ones)  is  reached  is,  I  re¬ 
peat,  little  short  of  marvellous. — Yours  truly,  J. 


REMARKABLE  DISCREPANCIES  IN 
SO-CALLED  “THAMES  MEASUREMENTS.” 

Sir, — From  a  recent  conversation  I  had  with 
several  brother  anglers  on  the  subject  of  Thames 
measurements,  and  a  glance  through  a  number  of 
club  rule  books,  anglers’  guides,  &c.,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  even  on  so  simple  a  matter 
as  the  standard  sizes  of  fish  allowed  to  be  taken 
from  the  Thames  gross  ignorance  exists,  even 
among  members  of  recognised  angling  clubs.  A 
very  recent  publication — viz.,  “  Longley’s  Thames 
Anglers’  and  Oarsmans’  Vade-Mecum  ” — makes 
some  remarkable  errors,  but  they  are  certainly  on 
the  right  side,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  measure¬ 
ments  are  considerably  above  the  sizes  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  the  waters  under  the  T.A.P.S.,  and 
also  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river.  With  respect 
to  the  club  rule  books,  I  find  one  of  them — 
emanating  from  a  well  known  South  London 
society — makes  its  mistakes  on  the  wrong  side  by 
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giving  perch  and  other  species  one — and  even  as 
much  as  two — inch  below  the  only  and  official 
Thames  standard.  I  am  not  myself  aware  of  any 
official  alteration  in  the  Thames  measurements 
as  laid  down  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  the  up-river 
preservation  societies,  although  the  subject  of 
raising  them  was  broached  by  the  T.A.P.S.  some 
time  ago.  As  a  guide  to  uninitiated  anglers — there 
appears  to  be  many — I  append  the  official  Thames 
standard,  which  is  as  follows  : — 


Pike  or  jack 
Trout 
Barbel 
Chub 
Bream 
Carp 
Perch 
Tench 
Roach 
Grayling 
Flounders 
Dace 
Rudd  * 
Gudgeon 


Inches. 

18 

16 

13 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

4 


Doubtless  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the  secretary 
of  the  T.A.P.S.,  will  see  this  letter,  and  make  the 
matter  plain  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — I  am,  yours,  &c.,  Piscator. 


LOWER  TEIGN  FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — As  some  misapprehension  may  arise  in 
the  minds  of  your  readers  as  to  the  exact  position 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  Teign  district 
and  the  Lower  Teign  Fishing  Association  with 
regard  to  licences  and  tickets,  I  ask  your  leave  to 
make  the  following  explanation. 

The  Lower  Teign  Fishing  Association  is  merely 
a  voluntary  association  for  angling  purposes,  rent¬ 
ing  part  of  the  river,  and  acquiring  rights  over 
other  parts  by  the  issue  of  landowners’  tickets. 
The  tickets  issued  by  this  association  merely 
confer  a  right  to  use  the  water  for  angling  pur¬ 
poses,  according  to  certain  rules  as  to  times,  modes 
of  fishing,  &c.  But  before  anyone  can  fish  for 
salmon,  trout,  or  char  in  any  part  of  the  Teign, 
whether  belonging  to  this  association  or  not,  he 
must  comply  with  an  Act  of  Parliament  requiring 
a  licence  to  be  taken  out,  just  as,  although  a  man 
may  have  the  right  of  shooting  over  a  manor,  he 
cannot  legally  shoot  game  on  it  without  taking  out 
a  game  licence. 

A  misapprehension  seems  to  have  arisen  in  the 
mind  of  one  of  the  presiding  justices  in  the  recent 
case  as  to  the  exact  value  of  a  Lower  Teign  Fish¬ 
ing  Association  ticket,  his  worship  making  the 
remark  that  “  it  entitled  the  holder  to  fish  for 
trout,  but  not  for  salmon.”  It  is  to  correct  this 
and  other  erroneous  ideas  that  I  have  ventured  to 
trouble  you  with  a  letter. — Yours,  &c., 

J.  Webster. 

Hon.  Sec.  Lower  Teign  Fishing  Association, 

Bradley  Manor  House,  Newton  Abbott. 


QUERIES.— BOOK  ON  TROUT  CULTURE. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me  of 
a  good  book  on  Trout  Culture,  and  oblige. — Yours, 
truly,  Lewis  A.  Garratt. 

Sele  Mills,  Hertford. 

[Livingston  Stone’s  book  on  ’*  Domesticated 
Trout  ”  is  very  good  ;  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston,  and  Co.,  St. Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lanr, 
London,  supply  it. — Ed.] 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  from 
the  following : — The  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling 
Association,  £1  Is.  ;  Ye  Pluckie  Perch,  10s. ; 
Greenwich  Angling  Society,  3s.  6d. ;  Prince 
Arthur  Piscatorials,  10s.— I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Benjamin  Abrahams. 
25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

P.S.— Cheques  and  postal  orders  to  be  crossed 
Alliance  Bank,  &c. 


Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  £4  10s. 
from  Mr.  Abrahams,  secretary  of  the  Camm  Relief 
Fund,  to  hold  as  trustee,  until  such  time  the 
committee  decide  the  best  way  to  dispose  of  same. 

J.  Jennings. 


THE  NEWLY -FORMED  SHROPSHIRE  SEVERN 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Tiie  work  of  this  recently  inaugurated  body,  if  zealously 
and  t  horoughly  carried  out  in  the  same  liberal  spirit  which 
the  promoters— -who  consist  chiefly  of  influential  land- 
owners  in  the  county  of  Salop— have  evinced  in  its  forma¬ 
tion,  should  result  in  a  boon  of  inestimable  value  being 
conferred  upon  the  anglers  of  the  Upper  Severn  and  its 
tributaries.  Under  the  present  conditions  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  is  anything  but  good,  and,  when  compared  with 
other  streams  in  the  kingdom,  which,  although  possessing 
apparently  far  less  facilities  for  trout  and  grayling  breed¬ 
ing,  provide  a  much  better  field  for  the  operations  of  the 
angler,  the  conclusion  must  be  arrived  at  that  such  un¬ 
natural  causes,  as  river  pollution  or  netting,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  destruction  of  spawn  and  fry  by  the  more 
cannibalistic  of  fish,  are  constantly  at  work  depopulating 
the  river.  The  association  now  formed  has  for  its  objd'st 
the  preservation  of  trout  and  grayling  in  Shropshire  ac-d 
the  upper  districts  of  the  Severn,  and,  from  what  can  be 
gathered  at  present,  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that,  although 
probably  it  will  become  possessed  of  great  powers  by  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  riparian  owners,  it  does  not  intend  to  adopt) 
any  measures  which  would  be  looked  upon  as  arbitrary  or 
tending  to  deprive  anglers  of  every  class  of  the  privileges 
which  they  now  enjoy  of  angling  where  they  have  been  at 
liberty  to  do  in  the  past.  It  has  been  formed  by  a  few  in¬ 
fluential  landowners  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  stock 
of  fish,  of  ascertaining,  and,  if  possible,  adopting  measures 
whereby  evils  which  are  at  work  destroying  them  may 
be  remedied,  and  of  promoting,  in  short,  in  every  possible 
way,  the  cause  of  legitimate  angling.  An  association  such 
as  this  may,  of  course,  become  possessed  of  almost  un¬ 
limited  powers  by  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  riparian 
owners,  who,  if  so  minded,  have  the  right  to  prevent  people 
from  angling  either  by  boat  or  from  their  land ;  bub  it  will 
be  a  source  of  gratification  to  anglers  of  every  grade  to 
learn  that  it  is  not  intended  to  deprive  them  of  any  of  the 
advantages  which  they  have  enjoyed  in  the  past— namely, 
of  roving  at  their  own  sweet  will  along  the  river  banks  and 
cisting  their  lines  o’er  the  most  favoured  reaches  of  the 
Severn.  Deeming  it  improbable  that  the  Severn  Board  of 
Conservators  will  adopt  measures  whereby  the  stock  of 
salmon  in  the  upper  Severn  would  be  increased  very 
materially,  and  thus  making  a  salmon  angling  license  of 
value,  the  promoters  of  the  Shropshire  or  Mid-Severn 
Angling  Society  have  determined  to  try  to  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  salmon  fishing  by  improving  the  stock  of  trout 
and  grayling.  By  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  riparian 
owners  of  the  county  of  Salop,  and  those  immediately 
above,  the  association  will  endeavour  to  inaugurate  such 
a  state  of  things  as  will  tend  to  provide  sport  for  all  classes 
on  the  Severn  banks.  The  projected  scheme,  which  was 
in  the  first  instance  limited  to  the  county  of  Salop,  but  was 
afterwards  extended  to  the  upper  districts,  has  obtained 
the  support  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  large  riparian 
owners,  and  in  no  single  instance  has  a  refusal  to  fall  in 
with  such  an  undertaking  been  met  with.  A  draft  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  committee  of  the  newly-formed  associa¬ 
tion,  which  consists  of  Lord  Berwick,  Mr.  L.  Burd,  Gen. 
the  Hon.  W.  H.  Herbert,  Mr.  Severne,  Mr.  C.  J.  Morris. 
Mr.  J.  Watson,  M.P.,  Mr.  F.  A.  W.  Whitmore  (hon.  sec.) 
and  others,  and  the  riparian  owners  interested  has  been 
prepared,  and  after  being  subjected  to  some  amendment 
so  as  to  make  it  calculated  to  meet  the  views  of  all 
concerned,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  it  will 
be  formally  agreed  to  very  shortly.  By  it  the  riparian 
owners  will  on  payment  of  a  nominal  sum  lease  their 
water  to  the  association,  such  lease  to  be  termin¬ 
able  at  the  end  of  the  first,  second,  or  any  subsequent 
year.  They  will  grant  the  association  such  fishing  rights  in 
the  river  Severn  (co-extensive  with  their  estates)  as  will 
enable  them  to  preserve  the  river  and  to  prosecute  any 
person  or  persons  who  may  be  found  netting  or  angling 
with  fly  minnow  or  other  artificial  bait,  or  in  any  way 
(other  than  fishing  with  rod,  line,  and  float)  without  obtain¬ 
ing  a  ticket  from  the  association  authorising  them  to  do  so. 
It  reserves  to  the  lessor,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  together 
with  members  of  his  family  and  guests  staying  at  his 
house,  the  right  of  fishing  with  rod  and  line,  and  to  the 
lessor,  his  heirs,  and  assigns  together  with  members  of  his 
family,  the  sole  right  of  netting  for  salmon  in  these 
waters,  rendering  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease 
an  annual  rent  of  one  shilling  if  demanded.  It  provides 
also  that  any  existing  right  to  net  for  salmon,  which  right 
may  have  been  granted  by  any  riparian  proprietor  to  the 
tenant  of  any  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Severn  or  to  any 
other  persons,  shall  in  no  way  be  affected.  All  gardens, 
lawns,  pleasure-grounds,  woods,  and  coverts  on  the  banks 
of  the  Severn  and  waters  adjacent  thereto  are  excluded 
from  the  agreement  and  specially  reserved  to  the  lessor. 
From  the  summary  of  the  agreement  it  will  be  gathered 
that  working  men  or  others  fishing  with  rod,  line,  and  float 
will  not  be  interfered  with,  but  those  who  follow  the  more 
skilful  branches  of  the  gentle  art— fly-fishing,  spinning, 
See.— must  obtain  a  ticket  from  the  association  giving  them 
the  right  to  do  so.  These  tickets  it  is  proposed  to  issue 
monthly  or  annually  at  a  small  fee— say  five  shillings  per 
annum.  For  the  small  sum  to  be  charged  for  membership 
of  the  association,  the  committee  will,  it  is  understood,  do 
its  best  to  preserve  the  trout  and  grayling,  to  stock  the 
river  with  fry,  and  generally  to  do  its  utmost  to  make  the 
Severn  what  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  why  it  should, 
not  be— a  first-class  trout  and  grayling  angling  riv"? 
Grayling  are  very  few  and  far  between  in  the  Shrewsbury 
listrict,  but  still  they  do  exist  in  various  reaches,  so  that 
here  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  made 
uO  increase  and  multiply  if  proper  means  are  taken  to 
secure  this  end.  The  thorough  organisation  of  such  an 
association  as  that  now  formally  inaugurated  cannot  of 
necessity  be  achieved  without  a  great  amount  of  zealous 
work  on  the  promoters,  but  no  great  difficulties  appear  to 
be  in  the  way.  Owing,  however,  to  the  great  length  of 
water  which  it  is  intended  to  preserve,  some  time  may 
elapse  before  all  the  riparian  owners  have  given  their  con¬ 
sent  to  the  scheme  and.  signed  the  agreement  prepared  by 
the  committee,  and  which  will  place  in  their  hands  the 
power  theyrequire  before  commencing  theirwork.  Another 
way  in  which  the  association  may  accomplish  good  work 
v  ill  be  through  enlisting  in  their  service  the  keepers  and 
mployls  of  the  riparian  owners,  and  allowing  them  to 
.ct  as  water-bailiffs,  for,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
he  staff  employed  by  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  in 
he  upper  districts  is  wholly  inadequate.  A  committee 
neeting,  at  which  the  draft  agreement  to  be  used  between 
he  association  and  the  riparian  owners  was  considered, 
vas  held  at  the  Raven  Hotel,  Shrewsbury,  on  Saturday 
ist,  and  another  is  fixed  for  to-day  (Saturday). 

V  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
seeding  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 


THE  STANDARD  OF  FISH  WEIGHABLE 
IN  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

A  well-attended  meeting  of  London  anglers, 
convened  by  the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling 
Society  to  consider  the  question  of  an  increased 
standard  of  fish  permitted  to  be  taken  under  the 
bye-laws  of  the  Thames,  the  Lea,  and  other  rivers, 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  19,  at  the  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  who,  in 
opening  the  proceedings,  said  they  had  met  to  consider 
what  he  regarded  as  one  of  the  burning  questions  of  the 
hour  in  regard  to  their  common  sport.  The  main  thing 
they  had  to  ask  themselves  was,  Was  the  fishing  of  the 
present  day  as  good  as  it  used  to  be  twenty  years  ago  ?  He 
should  like  them  to  give  him  an  answer  generally  on  this 
point,  but  he  doubted  whether  they  could  answer  it  in  the 
affirmative,  so  he  wished  to  inquire  of  them  what  was  tha 
reason  i  He  asserted  emphatically,  from  first  to  last,  from 
top  to  bottom,  that  over  fishing  was  the  first  evil  that  they 
had. to  antagonise ;  then,  secondly,  there  was  gross  weight) 
fishing  for  prizes ;  and,  thirdly,  the  wretched  manner  in 
which  our  rivers  were  protected  by  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
supposed  to  be  framed  for  their  particular  conservation. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  referred  to  the  Mundella  Act.  At  the 
time,  when  it  was  framed  he  with  others  was  strongly  of 
opinion  that  there  was  no  reasonable  cause  why  separata 
close-times  should  not  be  formed  for  the  separate  classes  of 
fish.  (Applause.)  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  support  of  this 
contention,  they  had  only  to  look  at  the  game  laws.  Thera 
they  simply  asked  sportsmen  to  conform  to  the  regulation# 
laid  down  by  the  law,  and  they  did  so— and  why  ?  Because 
they  were  law-abiding  men,  and  personally  he  believed 
now,  as  he  believed  years  ago,  that  if  it  was  laid  down  by 
law  that  fishermen  should  not  catch  certain  fish  i»«  certain 
months  that  they  would  just  as  readily  conform,  to  that 
law.  (Hear.)  If,  as  might  occur  now  and  again,  an  angler 
caught  one  of  these  prohibited  fish,  as  the  law-abi<*ingman 
that  Walton  talked  about,  he  would  simply  extract  the 
hook  and  return  it  to  the  water  again.  What  would  then 
be  the  consequence  ?  Fish  would  not  be  taken  un  ler  the 
conditions  they  were  now  taken  in ;  when,  as  he  contended, 
it  was  simply  a  shame  and  an  abuse  to  do  so  as  permitted 
by  the  Mundella  Act,  which  legalised  the  catching  of  pike 
and  perch  up  to  the  15th  of  March,  and  thus  did  an  in¬ 
calculable  amount  of  mischief.  Would,  for  instance,  the 
fox-hunter  kill  a  vixen  heavy  in  whelp,  and  would  any 
angler  who  aspired  to  the  name  of  sportsman  take  a  fish  if 
there  was  a  proper  law  to  prevent  it,  as  jack  and  perch 
were  frequently  taken,  with  the  spawn  and  the  milt  running 
from  them  as  they  were  lifted  from  the  water  ?  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  believe  that  the  modern  sportsman,  with 
the  ambition  of  a  prize  to  fish  for,  naturally  gave  more 
attention  to  the  subject  than  if  he  had  no  prize  in  front  of 
him ;  but,  after  all,  what  was  the  value  of  the  half  side  of 
bacon  or  the  ton  of  coals,  or  whatever  he  fished  for,  com- 
ared  with  the  preservation  of  the  fish  in  the  rivers  ?  If 
shing  was  not  as  good  as  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  they 
would  have  to  revert  back  again  to  the  important  question. 
Why  was  it  not  so  ?  His  answer  to  that  was  that  wher« 
twenty  years  ago  there  was  one  fisherman,  now  there  were 
fifty,  and  where  twenty  years  ago  the  Thames  teemed  with 
fish,  many  of  the  species  were  now  practically  extinct.  He 
ascribed  much  of  tbis,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  increased 
river  traffic ;  secondly,  to  the  fact  that  the  full  amount  of 
toll  had  been  levied  upon  them  by  the  angler ;  thirdly,  to 
the  fact  that  they  had  been  killed  at  a  time  when  nature 
was  asking  them  to  re-stock  the  rivers ;  and,  fourthly,  to 
the  circumstance  that  the  number  of  anglers  was  so  great, 
and  their  skill  so  much  in  excess  of  what  it  was  in  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  angling,  that  the  fish  could  not  exist.  He  next  in¬ 
stanced  the  marvellous  sport  to  be  met  with  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  years  ago  on  the  Thames,  and,  in  conclusion, 
urged  those  members  of  London  angling  clubs  who  were 
present  to  use  every  endeavour  to  induce  their  societies  to 
raise  the  "standard  of  fish  allowed  by  their  rules,  so  that 
they  might  look  back  on  that  evening  and  say  when  better 
times  came  that  they  had  done  their  duty  as  sportsmen. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  moved  the  following  resolution  :— 
“  That  this  meeting  is  of  the  opinion  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  increase  the  standard  of  fish  weighable  in  clubs, 
seeing  that  keeping  fish  of  the  lengths  allowed  by  the 
T.A.P.S.  is  calculated  to  still  further  deplete  the  rivers 
which  are  already  so  deplorably  depopulated,  and  those 
resent  agree  to  use  every  effort  to  impress  upon  the  mem- 
ers  of  their  various  clubs  the  vast  importance  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  object  in  view.”  He  pointed  out  that  several 
clubs  had  advanced  their  standard  considerably  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  and  many  more  were  inclined  to 
do  so.  Of  course  there  were  so-called  angling  clubs,  not 
worthy  of  the  name  really,  that  were  simply  composed  of 
men  who  caught  all  sizes  of  fish  and  depleted  the  rivers 
for  the  sake  of  prize  money,  and  so  spoiled  all  chance  of 
legitimate  sport.  But  there  were  also  clubs  whose  mem¬ 
bers  were  sportsmen  at  heart,  and  who  wished  to  see 
angling  pursued  as  a  sport.  In  his  opinion  it  would  be 
suicidal  to  at  once  do  away  with  gross  weight  fishing; 
but  the  standard  of  fish  could,  and  should,  be  increased 
without  interfering  materially  with  the  working  of  the 
clubs.  In  fact,  the  tendency  would  be  towards  prosperity, 
for  he  had  noticed  that  those  clubs  who  adopted  proper 
sportsmanlike  principles,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
were  the  most  prosperous.  (Hear,  near.)  In  regard  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  they  knew  fora  fact  lhat 
even  in  private  waters,  if  they  were  neglected  for  a  time, 
the  fish  deteriorated,  and  therefore  what  could  they 
expect  if  such  a  constant  and  unfair  drain  was  maintained 
on  the  Thames  and  other  public  rivers  ?  (Hear.)  He  was 
sorry  to  know  that  several  club  men  opposed  his  ideas 
because  they  thought  that  as  others  who  did  not  raise 
their  standard  would  still  catch  small  fish,  they  did  not 
see  why  they  should  discontinue  doing  so.  Well,  all  he 
could  do  was  to  appeal  to  them  as  sportsmen,  and  their 
reward  in  the  future  would  be  certain.  Mr.  Wheeldon  and 
himself  would  not  be  ashamed  in  years  to  come  to  see 
any  of  those  anglers  they  had  induced  to  adopt  their 
views.  They  knew  they  were  right,  and  the  benefit 
arising  from  their  adoption  would  be  permanent.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  He  had  much  pleasure  in  proposing  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  before  sitting  down  would  draw  the  attention 
of  those  present  to  a  few  extracts  from  letters  ho  had 
received  from  various  supporters  of  this  movement.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  wrote  My  sympathies  are  with  you  in 
your  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  sizes  of  fish  weigh- 
able  in  clubs,  as  long  as  those  efforts  are  in  the  direction 
of  persuasion  and  not  of  compulsory  regulations.”— Mr. 
J.  Reilly  said:  "My  own  opinion  is  until  the  T.A.P.S. 
raise  their  standard,  there  will  continue  to  be  club  mem 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE.  [May  23,  1891. 


bers  who  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of 
weighing  in  to  the  present  scale,  and  the  ‘pot-hunter’ 
will  go  on  smiling  and  continue  to  deplete  the  grand  old 
Thames  and  other  rivers,  and  the  pioneers  of  honest 
anglers  will  have  a  hard  fight.  But  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  issue  if  those  gentlemen  who  have  hitherto  headed 
the  raid  against  taking  such  small  fish  will  only  stick 
shoulder  to  shoulder  together.  You  are  sure  to  win  in  the 
end.”  (Loud  applause.)— Mr.  W.  D.  Brougham  wrote : 
“  I  am  glad  to  find  you  moving  amongst  the  clubs  in  the 
right  direction,  and  I  sincerely  wish  you  every  success. 
I  am  sickened  to  hear  some  club  anglers  offer  as  an  excuse 
for  retaining  small  fish,  ‘  their  club  allowed  them  to  be 
weighed  in.’  I  have  lived  to  find  many  of  the  clubs  now 
cvrrying  out  my  suggestions  of  giving  prizes  for  specimens 
o  dy,  and  I  should  hail  the  day  to  find  it  generally  adopted. 
1  should  like  to  see  a  general  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
whole  country  regulating  the  standard  sizes  of  fish.”— 
The  Walton  and  Cotton,  Cambridge  Friendly,  and  West- 
bourne  Park  Piscatorials,  had  signified  their  intention  to 
increase  their  standard,  and  seeing  that  the  good  work  was 
thus  going  forward  on  all  sides,  he  did  hope  and  trust 


those  assembled  that  night  would  help  all  they  conld  to 
promote  the  object  of  the  meeting.  (Loud  applause.) 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms,  in  a 
Vigorous  and  lengthy  speech ;  and  Mr.  L.  S. 
Fountaine  (president  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake 
Angling  Association)  said  he  had  carefully  considered  the 
question,  and  he  had  found  that  within  the  radius  of  the 
privilege  tickets  issued  by  the  railways,  it  was  only 
possible  to  catch  small  fish.  On  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Thames  the  fishing  was  much  better,  and  he  believed  that 
if  the  standard  was  raised,  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  for 
the  Thames  to  regain  its  former  excellence.  In  his  own 
association  they  had  raised  the  standard,  and  it  had  proved 
a  great  success.  It  was  of  course  difficult  to  induce  men 
who  had  fished  for  years  past  for  gross  weight  prizes  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  practice,  but  he  hoped  the  time  was  coming 
when  only  specimen  fish  would  be  weighed  in. 

Messrs.  Mann,  Trowbridge,  Howard,  Hopkins,  and  Lawes 
also  addressed  the  meeting. 

The  resolution  was  carried  amid  loud  applause,  only  six 
in  the  room  holding  their  hands  against  it.  The  usual  vote  j 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  23,  1891. 


ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE  YARE  AND  BURE 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

Presentation  to  tiie  Hon.  Secretary. 

There  was  a  large  gathering  of  local  piscators  last  week 
at  the  Maid’s  Head  Hotel,  Norwich,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  the  above  society.  The 
chair  was  filled  by  the  president,  Mr.  II.  R.  Burroughos, 
who  was  faced  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Pearce,  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  the  Sheriff  of 
Norwich  (Mr.  G.  F.  Buxton),  the  Hon.  Harbord  Harbord, 
Messrs.  C.  II.  Lock,  E.  G.  Buxton,  F.  O.  Taylor,  E.  B. 
Grimmer,  T.  C.  It.  King,  D.  Havers,  H.  J.  Martin,  B.  G. 
Weston,  T.  Southwell,  C.  W.  Bacon,  G.  Daniels,  C.  Daniels, 

H.  R.  Downes,  H.  Brittain,  S.  Rix.  C.  J.  Greene  (Iron,  sec.), 

E.  A.  Clarke,  J.  Cossey,  A.  L.  Littleboy,  J.  Diggens,  J. 
Varvel,  F.  Thorns,  W.  Heaver,  W.  D.  Edwards,  &c.  The 
following  sent  letters  of  apology  for  absence Mr.  S. 
Hoare,  M.P.,  the  High  Sheriff  (Mr.  S.  Gurney  Buxton), 
Mr.  J.  Cator,  Mr.  C.  Davies,  Mr.  P.  Soman,  Mr.  J.  Aldous, 
Mr.  P.  Hansell,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  1).  Paul.  Host  Pomeroy 
placed  a  rcchcrclie  repast  before  his  guests  in  ahandsomely 
decorated  apartment,  and  this  excellent  spread  was 
followed  by  a  choice  dessert. 

The  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  given  from  the  chair, 
and  enthusiastically  received.  Colonel  Harbord  acknow¬ 
ledging  that  of  “  The  Army  and  Navy.” 

Mr.  E.  G.  Buxton  suitably  introduced  the  toast  of  ‘  The 
Members  for  the  County  and  City,”  which  was  associated 
with  the  name  of  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck. 

Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  M.P.,  who  was  cordially  welcomed, 
regretted  the  absence  of  the  city  members,  both  of  whom, 
he  said,  had  been  presidents  of  the  society.  When  any 
matters  arose  in  Parliament  affecting  anglers  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  both  for  the  city  and  county  would  do  all  they 
could  to  forward  their  interests.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  took 
that  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  anglers  of  Nprfolk 
on  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  preservation  societies, 
the  Yare  Preservation  and  the  Bure  Society.  He  believed 
they  would  be  well  supported,  and  he  could  not  help  think¬ 
ing  that  the  amalgamation  would  lead  to  good  results  and 
to  increased  support  being  given  to  the  society.  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  last  occasion  on  which  he  addressed  them  at 
their  annual  dinner  was  in  1881,  when  their  hon.  secretary 
inveigled  them  into  having  a  very  large  dinner  in  St. 
Andrew’s  Hall.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  or  two  hundred 
and  seventy  people  were  then  present,  amongst  them  being 
many  noted  anglers  from  all  parts  of  England,  and  even 
foreigners.  Since  then  many  matters  of  importance  to  the 
angling  world  had  been  brought  forward.  Many  dis¬ 
approved  of  a  proposal  which  he  took  an  active  part  in 
getting  carried  through,  with  reference  to  obtaining  in¬ 
creased  powers  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  poaching  that  took 
place  in  the  ditches,  dykes,  and  tributary  waters  of  our 
principal  rivers.  He  alluded  to  the  Act  of  1884  and  to  the 
bye-laws  passed  since,  which  gave  them  exceptional 
powers— (hear,  hear)— for  putting  a  stop  to  illegal  poaching 
of  various  descriptions.  There  was  considerable  opposi¬ 
tion,  however,  to  the  proposal.  Some  of  the  riparian 
owners— one  notably— almost  had  a  fit  when  he  pro¬ 
posed  to  include  in  the  scope  of  the  measure  all  the 
waters  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  But  the  opposition 
dwindled,  and  now  they  had  really  good  workable 
machinery,  and  though  these  powers  had  to  be 
enforced  under  what  was  known  as  the  Salmon  Acts,  still 
they  could  empower  their  water  bailiffs,  whether  game- 
keepers  or  anybody  else  appointed  as  water  bailiffs,  to  take 
action  in  a  way  which  they  never  could  do  under  the  Act 
of  1877.  The  other  day  he  was  invited  to  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  an  angling  society  in  Huntingdonshire,  the  St.  Ives 
Society,  which  had  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  England, 
representing  between  eight  and  nine  counties.  His 
advice  was  asked  with  reference  to  the  amount  of  poach¬ 
ing  in  one  or  two  ditches  that  led  into  their  principal  river. 
He  was  told  that  these  ditches  were  hired  at  a  very  high 
price,  in  order  that  the  hirers  might,  by  net,  spear,  and  in 
various  ways,  take  a  very  large  amount  of  fish  of  which 
anglers  on  the  river  in  question  were  consequently  de¬ 
prived.  He  pointed  out  to  them  what  they  had  not 
realised— that  under  their  bye-laws  of  the  Act  of  1884  they 
were  in  a  position  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  prosecute  the 
very  men  who  hired  the  ditches  with  the  view  of  poaching, 
and  so  put  a  stop  to  it.  It  had  been  done  successfully  in 
Norfolk,  and  he  believed  poaching  would  never  be  re¬ 
sumed  there.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  some  districts  Boards  of 
Conservators  of  fresh-water  fisheries  were  unable  from 
want,  of  adequate  funds  to  carry  out  the  enactments  and 
their  bye-laws.  Speaking  as  one  of  the  Conservators  for 
the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  district,  he  was  glad  to  say  that, 
thanks  to  the  voluntary  subscriptions  which  they  received, 
they  were  able  to  meet  all  contingencies.  But  there  were 
districts  where  they  were  absolutely  unable  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds,  and  they  had  no  power  to  raise 
money.  This  question  was  being  raised  in  some  of  the 
midland  counties  and  large  towns,  such  as  Sheffield,  where 
there  were  a  large  number  of  anglers.  Under  the  Salmon 
and  Trout  Acts  there  was  power  to  issue  licences,  and  con 
sequently  to  raisemoney.  Under  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Act  of  1877  and  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act  there  was  no 
power  to  raise  a  single  farthing.  At  any  time  a  proposi¬ 
tion  might  be  brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  with 
reference  to  the  issuing  of  licenses  for  fresh  water 
fishing,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  for  them  to  consider 
whether  they  would  adopt  that  proposal,  which  might  be 
the  result  of  anagitation  in  some  of  the  large  towns,  or 
whether  they  would  prefer  the  other  course— that  was  by 
Irving  to  porsiiade  the  angling  clubs  of  the  towns  in  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Suffolk  to  have  some  sort  .of  licensed  register,  and 
exercise  a  control  over  th§  cheap  tickets. issued  by  the 
railway  companies  toanglers,  so  that  something  might  be 
•  brought  in  to  swell  the  funds  of  their  society.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Unfortunately  in  certain  districts  difficulties  had  been 
raised  by  riparian  owners,  and  no  one  regretted  it  more 
than  he  did.  Facilities  had  been  granted  to  anglers  and 
yachting  men  to  avail  themselves  of  our  splendid  broads 
and  rivers,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  long  before  they 
were  curtailed.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
there  were  some  visitors  in  the  summer  who  did  a  certain 
amount  of  damage,  and  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  they 
ioliould  do  so.  They  often  practised  rifle  shooting  on  the 
broads,  not  caring  what  nappened— (shame)— or  sailed 
about  and  cut  and  damaged  the  rushes,  while  steam 
launches  travelling  at  a  Very  rapid  rate  caused  much  in¬ 
jury.  He  hoped  all  this  sort  of  thing  would  be  stopped. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  facilities  granted  by  the  railway 
companies  had  undoubtedly  dmio  much  to  increase  the 
value  "of  property  in  many  localities  to  an  extent  undreamt 
of  years  ago.  '(Hear,  hear.)  On.  this  ground  he  hoped 
riparian  owners  would  not  curtail  any  of  the  privileges 


which  anglers  and  yachtsmen  had  enjoyed  in  times  past. 

In  conclusion.  Sir  Edward  said  that  as  regarded  the  city 
and  county  members,  they  would  do  all  their  best  to  assist 
and  protect  angler’s  rights,  and  to  carry  through  any  legis¬ 
lation  they  might  think  desirable  or  necessary  to  make  this 
celebrated  district  what  they  hoped  it  always  would  be, 
the  first  and  foremost  angling  district  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  for  fresh-water  fishing.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  F.  O.  Taylor  then  proposed  “  The  Mayor  and  Corpora¬ 
tion,”  to  which  the  Sheriff  and  Mr.  D.  Havers  were  the 
replicants. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Martin  submitted  the  toast  of  The  Magistrates 
for  the  County  and  City, ’’which  the  Hon.  Harbord  Harbord 
and  Mr.  F.  Taylor  acknowledged. 

The  Sheriff  introduced  the  toast  of  “  The  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society,”  commenting  on  the  good  work  the 
society  had  done  in  past  years.  The  fishing  had  improved, 
although  such  big  bags  were  not  taken  now  as  formerly, 
owing  to  the  increased  number  of  anglers.  A  great  aggra¬ 
vation  to  anglers  was  the  river  steamers.  Mr.  Buxton  then 
alluded  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  societies.  The 
Board  of  Conservators  had  passed  a  bye-law  covering  all 
the  dykes  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  navigable  streams, 
and  this,  he  thought,  was  an  admirable  thing,  as  these 
dykes  at  certain  seasons  teemed  with  fish.  But  the  society, 
with  its  extended  operations,  required  more  financial 
support.  They  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  G.E.R.  and 
E.  &  M.R.  Companies  for  their  kindness  in  granting  the 
river  watchers  free  tickets.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  would  like 
to  see  the  arrangements  for  cheap  tickets  for  anglers  left  in 
the  hands  of  their  society,  which  in  return  should  derive 
some  pecuniary  benefit  from  those  issued.  The  t9ast,  which 
was  associated  with  the  name  of  the  president,  was 
musically  honoured. 

The  President,  in  reply,  said  that  though  during  the  part 
of  the  year  he  was  obliged  to  be  in  Dublin,  he  took  the 
deepest  interest  is*  Norfolk  angling.  Alluding  to  the 
amalgamation,  he  said  he  thought  it  had  already  had  very 
excellent  results.  In  1888  they  had  three  hundred  and 
forty -seven  members,  an':  in  1890  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven.  The  subscription  i  i  in  1889  amounted  to  £118,  and  in 
1890  to  £179.  (Applause.)  These  figures  spoke  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  showed  that  the  society  was  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  They  had  lost  by  death  one  of  their  oldest  and 
most  valued  members,  Mr.  Howard  Taylor,  whose  loss 
would  be  very  deeply  felt.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped  their 
society  would  long  flourish  to  maintain  fishing  rights  and 
obtain  facilities  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  gentle  art  by  the 
numerous  disciples  in  this  county  of  Izaak  Walton. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Spencer  Rix  then  proposed  “  The  Conservators  of  the 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fishery  Board,”  coupled  with  the 
names  of  Sir  E.  Birkbeck  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Pearce,  who  replied. 

Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  in  introducing  the  toast  of  “The  Health 
of  the  Honorary  Secretary,”  said  that  Mr.  Greene  was 
known  to  every  angler  in  the  Eastern  Counties,  if  not 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  1857  a 
society  was  formed,  which  was  known  as  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Anglers’  Society.  In  1859  Mr.  Greene  was  added  to 
that  society.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  its  hon.  sec.  He 
found  it  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  £30,  but  lie  pegged 
away  and  did  everything  he  could  to  make  it  popular. 
With  his  extraordinary  tact,  energy,  perseverance,  and 
good  temper  he  overcame  every  difficulty.  He  was  most 
anxious  that  an  Act  should  be  obtained  to  give  special 
advantages  to  anglers  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Thanks  to 
his  exertions  an  Act,  introduced  by  the  late  Colonel  Duff, 
was  passed  in  1877.  That  was  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Fisheries  Act,  of  which  they  were  all  proud.  (Hear,  hear.) 
In  1879  Mr.  Greene  persuaded  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  to  issue  cheap  tickets  to  anglers,  and  their  ex¬ 
ample  had  since  been  followed  by  other  railway  companies. 
That  was  a  boon  obtained  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  Fisheries  Ex¬ 
hibition  at  Norwich  in  1881,  and  in  1882  he  was  successful  in 
bringing  about  the  abolition  of  netting  in  our  waters.  Sir 
Edward  also  referred  to  other  incidents  in  Mr.  Greene  s 
career.  He  had  been  hon.  sec.  to  their  society  for  twenty- 
one  years,  and  it  was  chiefly  through  his  instrumentality 
that  the  amalgamation  with  the  Bure  Society  took  place. 
He  was  appointed  one  of  the  Conservators  for  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  and  he  had  rendered  most  able  and  efficient  service 
to  that  board.  .He  had  the  very  pleasant  duty  of  presenting 
to  Mr.  Greene  a  purse  containing  a  cheque  for  one  hundred 
guineas  from  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  subscribers,  in¬ 
cluding  ten  fishing  clubs,  on  behalf  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  eminent 
services  as  hon.  sec.  to  the  Yare  Preservation  Society  for  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years.  (Cheers.)  They  would  all 
Join  with  him  in  wishing  Mr.  Greene  life-long  prosperity 
and  happiness,  and  that  he  might  long  continue  to  act  as 
secretary  to  their  society  with  the  same  successful  results 
as  he  had  done  for  so  many  years.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Greene  feelingly  acknowledged  the  presentation 
made  to  him,  and  hoped  that  as  long  as  his  health  permitted 
he  should  be  able  to  conduct  the  business  of  their  society 
for  the  advantage  of  all  anglers.  .  ' 

Other  toasts  followed.  During  the  evening  some  capital 
songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Gedge,  Corbyn,  ana 
Mallett.  Mr.  S.  Bennett  acted  as  accompanist. 


shillings  per  hundred ;  minnows  also  have  fetched  two 
shillings  and  sixpeneo  to  threo  shillings  per  score,  and  even 
these  prices  havo  been  gladly  paid  by  many  customers. 

The  Cambrian  Angling  Society  have  just  elected  their 
officers  for  the  coming  year  :  President,  Mr.  J.  Moses  ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  T.  Fildes ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Hall ;  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  Green,  9,  Runcorn-strcct,  Cornbrook. 

Pollution  is  again  doing  its  work  of  destruction  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Preston.  In  the  Ribblc,  near  to  this 
town,  thousands  of  dead  salmon  smolts  were  seen  a  few 
days  since.  With  the  last  flood  these  fish  were  on  their 
way  to  the  sea  and  encountered  the  pollutions  of  the 
Calder  where  it  flows  into  the  Itibblo.  Amongst.,  the 
victims  were  to  be  seen  many  fine  mature  fish.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  large  amount  of  money  spent  in  preserving  the 
Itibble  in  the  upper  waters  and  stocking  the  same  with 
good  healthy  young  fish,  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  the  pro¬ 
moters  to  have  their  praiseworthy  efforts  wasted  by  a  state 
of  things  that  ought  not  to  exist.  Strenuous  efforts  will 
have  to  be  made  to  put  an  end  to  pollution,  and  sooner  or 
later  Government  will  have  to  take  up  this  question. 


The  members  of  the  Biskette  Angling  Society  held  their 
first  excursion  on  the  18th,  to  the  waters  recently  acquired, 
by  the  courtesy  of  a  friend  of  the  society.  After  the  heavy 
fall  of  snow  on  the  17th,  it  was  not  surprising  to  find  the 
stream  in  a  flooded  condition  with  snow  water.  Fly-fish¬ 
ing  was  of  course  out  of  the  question  and  trout  were  dis¬ 
inclined  to  feed.  Fair- baskets,  under  the  circumstances, 
were  obtained,  and  the  members  returned  quite  satisfied 
that  under  more  favourable  circumstances  good  sport 
awaits  them  in  the  future. 


Death  is  making  great  inroads  into  the  ranks  of  local 
anglers,  and  the  various  resorts  will  miss  many  well-known 
and.  familiar  frequenters.  We  hear  of  one  club  whose 
presidential  chair  has  twice  been  vacant  through  death 
during  the  present  year. 

Local  papers  are  giving  prominence  to  a  scheme  ot 
testing  the  various  clubs  in  Manchester  as  to  their  fish¬ 
ing  capabilities. .  It  is  suggested  that  each  club  fishes  a 
contest  of  a  qualifying  character,  and  from  the  results 
obtained  depute  certain  of  their  members  to  fish  in  an 
inter-club  competition  for  a  trophy,  to  be  considered  in  the 
nature  of  a  championship,  together  with  a  certain  amount 
of  prizes.  Of  course  nothing  is  arranged  so  far  of  a  defi¬ 
nite  character,  but  perhaps  more  may  be  known  shortly, 
and  if  so,  the  information  will  appear  in  these  Notes. 

Lancashire  anglers  would  do  well  to  establish  amongst 
them  a  benevolent  society.  Judging  from  the  many 
appeals  made  on  behalf  of  well-known  anglers,  the  move¬ 
ment  should  be  popular. 

It  is  yet  early  to  judge  of  the  week’s  work,  as  the 
greater  part  of  the  anglers  now  away  will  not  have  re¬ 
turned  until  days  after  these  Notes  are  printed.  Reports 
already  to  hand  show  genei’ally  sport  of  a  disappointing 
character,  but  still  good  catches  are  being  made  and  some 
specimen  fish  obtained,  amply  repaying  the  trouble  taken 
to  secure  the  same.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  the  freedom 
with  which  coarse  fish  are  feeding,  and  also  the 
scarcity  of  spawn  in  those  captured.  Is  this  indicative  ot 
future  prospects?  On  the  other  hand,  several  reports  to 
hand  of  trout  captured  this  week  state  that  many  had  not 
yet  spawned.  _ 

Visitors  to  the  Exhibition  of  Arts  and  Crafts  now 
open  in  Manchester,  should  not  omit  noticing  the  exhibits 
of  anglers’  requisites  on  view  there. 


NOTES  PROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Thunder  and  lightning,  hail  and  snow,  together 
with  bitterly  cold  winds,  have  been  our  bill  of  faro 
for  some  days.  Our  rejoicings  have  been  cut 
short,  but  nevertheless  Lancashire  anglers  have 
turned  out  in  great  numbers,  and  with  indomit¬ 
able  pluck  faced  the  climatic  terrors,  as  anglers 
will  do  when  necessity  compels  them  to  forego 
their  favourite  sport. 

M\ny  and  varied  were  the  attractions  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week— cricket,  racing,  and  other  sports 
— yet  we  And  the  disciples  of  Walton  and  Cotton  true  to 
their  allegiance  and  faithfully  following  the  traditions  of 
Whitsuntide  in  pursuing  the  time-honoured  sport  at  what 
may  fairly  be  called  the  carnival  of  the  season. 

The  demand  for  every  kind  of  bait  has  been  enormous, 
and  we  hear  of  good  prices  being  given  for  every  species  of 
common  ground-bait.  In  the  case  of  maggots,  which  are 
very  scarce,  the  price  given  has  been  as  much  as  two 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

I  regret  that  my  Notes  this  week  must  be  brief. 
Like  other  anglers  I  have  caught  a  most  severe 
cold  through  salmon  fishing  ;  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  my  weekly  budget,  on  Wednesday  night, 
influenza  symptoms  were  developing  them¬ 
selves.  A  fair  number  of  gentlemen  were 
out  at  King’s  Mills,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  on  the 
first  day  the  weather  was  terribly  cold,  with  a  keen  cutting 
wind,  raging  from  the  North  East.  The  second  day  was  more 
favourable,  and  there  was  not  much  to  complain  of  in  re¬ 
spect  of  the  temperature  on  Wednesday.  Holmes,  the  local 
river-keeper,  had.  seen  fish  leap  in  the  Channel  swim— of 
course  I  am  speaking  of  the  King’s  Mills  section-on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  a  couple — one  a  very  big  fellow,  were  observed  to 
show  themselves  in  the  rapids  immediately  below  the  I  erry. 
Their  presence  was  generally  voted  a  healthy  sign,  but 
although  every  move  on  the  piscatorial  board  was  resorted 
to,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  run  no  single  subscriber  ex¬ 
perienced,  throughout  the  holidays,  that  very  pleasant  and 
stirring  sensation.  On  the  tributaries  a  fair  amount  ot 
trout  fishing  (both  top  and  bottom)  has  been  indulged  in, 
and  the  hest  bags  have  come  from  the  Greet,  and  Dover 
Beck.  One  gentleman,  from  the  latter  stream,  on  1  uesday, 
had  eight  brace,  and  a  second  had  three  anda-half.  Several 
well-known  local  trouters  have  been,  during  the  holidays, 
on  a  visit  to  some  of  the  Derbyshire  streams,  and  in  Hilton 
Brook,  near  Etwall,  some  remarkably  large  grayling  tell  to 
the  fly.'  They  were  returned,  and  I  am  assured  there  was 
an  abundance  of  them.  _ 

On  the  river  Leen,  the  other  day,  a  collier  of  .Sutton-in- 
Ashfield  (the  homo  of  so  many  good  Notts’ cricketers), 
named  Short,  was  detected  in  the  act  of  illegal  y  fishing  on 
the  trout  preserves  of  Mr.  J.  II.  Halters,  of  1  aide  wick  Hall. 
He  was  summoned  for  the  offence  and  was  convicted,  the 
Notts  County  Justices  last  Saturday  fining  him  12s.  Col¬ 
liers  with  a  taste  for  fishing  pursuits  require  very  carol ul 
watching,  especially  on  trout  waters.  I  hey  know  what  is 
good,  and  a  charge  of  “  putty  (a  new  name  now  for  dj  na- 
mite)  on  the  quiet  generally  tells  its  own  tale. 

On  Monday  evening  next  the  members  of  perhaps  the 
best  angling  society  in  the  midland  counties,  the  Notting¬ 
ham  Wellington,  celebrate  their  fifteenth  annual  banquet 
in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  Mechanics’  Institution  in  that 
town.  Mr.  Henry  Smith  Wright,  one  of  the  three  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  borough,  is  expected  to  preside,  and 
as  the  hon.  member  is  a  thorough  all  round  sports- 


ore  is  no  doubt  that  he  will  do  every  justice 
lu  his  position  as  chairman.  Briefly  mentioned  thn 
objects  of  the  society  are  :  (1)  To  STliS 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


LI,U  society  are  :  (1)  To  bring  together 
gentlemen  (amateurs)  who  are  lovers  of  the  gentle  art  M 
I  o  promote  social  intercourse  amongst  its  members  and  bv 
prize  competu  icns  add  extra  zest  and  interest  to  the  sport 
(3)1°  discourage  all  unsportsmanlike  methods  of  taking 

means  i4)TotVnVehi^TeCUtion  those  using  iflega? 
means,  (t)  i  o  secure  to  fishermen,  as  far  as  uossihle  m™ 

streams  and  healthy  conditions  under  which  to  pursue  their 

s&iyg  as 

Lne  asso°lation.  The  members  pay  twentv-mv 
guinea^  Mr  and  hon'  members  a 

alreadyCMp8HfirnA‘t8li5?  season  opens  on  June  16.  and 

™  SK  XIX Abe  hOM!  "•»  Soa° 

NOTES  PROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

t*T. is  sfarcely  necessary  to  say  that  during  the 
liitsuntide  holidays  anglers  were  very  busy 
over  every  available  salmon  bank  and  trout 
stream  in  this  country  ;  but,  speaking  in  a  general 
way,  sport  was  only  of  an  indifferent  nature. 
Climatic  changes  continue  to  work  havoc  in  the 
interests  of  angling  and  sadly  mars  the  success  of 
salmon  fishing  in  particular.  Up  to  Sundav  last 

Wicklow  districts  for  some  season!  past!  th  Dublln  and 


While  on  the  subject  of  the  weather,  I  may  state  fhm 

/nlldq  rif10!n  °d’  Aur$8  the  past  week,  number  of  waggon 
l?ads  ot  salt  proceeding  into  the  country  districts  and  th! 
sight  lias  not  been  gratifying  Farmers  libo  lAA^ii- 
sailors,  are  accredited  with  a ‘faculty  for  “  weather  rn-rf 
phecy,  and  it  is  the  persuasion  that  we  are  to  have  a  very 
dry  summer,  which  has  induced  them  to  lead  salt- on 
thoir  lands.  So  that  if  the  meteorological  conditions  turn 
out  as  predicted,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  land 
owners  are  retaining  the  moisture  with  salfne  dlnotfts' 

bright  tl0T^/°i^t^e  enw!\!ng  flshin8  season  is  anything  but 
realised.  L  t  hope  the  Prognostications  will  not  bo 
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Salmon  angling  on  theSlaney  (Co.  Wexford)  U  rmt 
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tremely  popular  in  Ireland  for  salmon  Th,  n!nC  1SuX' 
aBnerer°So  tributaries  wfere^eatlf  sough! 
are  [out  this  week  conslSf^  b°wevcr,  not  many  rods 
aspect  of  the  weaVer  Q  ent  n°  do,lbt  ,,pon  the  existing 


The  week  opened  very  dull,  and  only  the  most  advnn 
turous  sportsmen  -‘tnrned  out”  to  try  ‘their  luck  ‘t  ' °!s 

V4dd°fda  Pal’ky  who  journeyed  to  Pateley  Bridge  but  the 
Nidderdale  waters  proved  only  a  sorry  examnlc  nf  re® 
general  rule  of  the  district  streams,  and  we  only  captured 
did  A,?!’,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  not  to  say  what  we 
wlmnn  c,  he  conditions  have  brightened  as  the  week 
though  they  have  not  been  exceptionally  brilliant 
under  any  circumstances.  Even  when  the  nromioot-w  nf 
aP.d*ng  a  moderate  basket  have  been  very  exiguous  the 
t  (i  mHp  tt’p0!1'1'1!1  has  gope  t0  Practise  the  gentle  art  solely 
cyade  the  work  and  misery  inseparably  associated  with 
the  annual  ablutmnary  institution,  known  as  ‘  spring  clean 

housewife  18  S°  dear  t0  the  heart  of  theP  Yofkshire 

trustees  of  the  Ouse  Navigation  have  resolved  tn 
aY  the  water  off  some  two-and-a-half  feet  below  summe? 
wmT  fr?"Ahc  13tb  ^  the  21st  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  rivlr 
work-  As  this  period  included  the  Whitsuntide  holidays 
«Mera^  Perturbation  was  experienced  among  local 
Th?^nnand  disapprobation  was  expressed  on  all  hands 
the  powers  that  be”  therefore  withdrew  the  origteai 

SAhe^-enin? “*dolo“d*t '' 

fhn^reSOh;id  t0  turn  into  TLVGr  some  20  000  yearline-s 
following  the  course  they  have  pursued  for  a  m,  mhi^nf 
years,  and  for  which  local  Waltonians  should  feJl  grateful 


NOTES  PROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

of  AthfiS  P, r it? q l,a Q ?.le r 3 1  Jhe  glorious  uncertainty 
of  the  British  climate  has  never  been  more  en 
evidence  than  during  the  past  Whitsuntide  The 
brilliant  warm  weather  which  I  noted  with  so 

hohday  wit!h ^uch ^angufim 

was  sorely  disappointed  ^nUdkiP?^1011!5  of  enjoyment 
Which  blew.  Consequently  <  ™  A  north-east  wind 

unfortunate,  for  they  wore  ilA,  h  tbe  >vater  5  and  this  is 
well  in  the  North  and  F a A°I Avim ,A®gI n  11 1  ng  to  rise  pretty 
the  biting  winds  be  f a vrm r;i  hi  f  ragt\, S  Aeam,8-  Neither  will 
May-fly  whose  season  ;i  ab^e  ^he  deveiopement  of  the 
swing  Jnoxt  week ^  But  th^W®^™14  be  in  fell 
uch  needed  wan t  in  sumff vin S °t hpU,  1  fc  will  furnish  a 
water  applying  the  streams  with  more 


ah,oefl!!!e  0t^er  day>  hooked  vdiat  Sedaito  be  JfoSi? 

^nding^hi^^^^rai^or^^iiellinefat^a  terelfl^nreffe^twi^inS 
t?oubiaenads  SSK  waGs  Sc& StS 

first,  but  it  got  clear  after  considerable  manceuireing 

Ispisissssssl 

h.iA  h‘-  The  first  bid  was  £600,  and  after  brisk  com no. 
Aspin’all  Ind^Mastermanto^ Ul%kn°Cked  d°Wn  to  Messrs‘ 

frem  theerSn°offai^  °S  “i»ing  aad  Anglers’ 
next  Saturday  in  the  Yorkshire  Posf  Ind^hoiffd  nm  nnf 
prove  useful  to  fishermen,  but  of interest to, Lu 


a  right  of  way  years  past  as  the  old  locks  go 
oProve,  and  they  also  go  to  show  that  the  river  has  been 

T!wkfesbMvlga?nen?hl^P0SeS  r!ghf  away  from  Stratford  to 
lewkesbuiy.  Another  important  question  was  resnecting 

^ifainigAf  licenses,  when  Mr.  Coles  pointed  outV°n 
| ,®P.  y?  .fbaf  fde  issuing  of  the  licenses  would  be  under  the 

iave^he  rRrhff  n’A  .CoPsorvancy  Board,  and  no  one  Avoiild 
nai  e  the  right  of  issuing  private  tickets,  or  take  money 
from  persons  fishing  the  water.  He  further  said  that  nrZ 
fl10  Association  and  the  Board  came  to  terms'  the 
Board  would  put  two  water  bailiffs  to  look  after  the  river 
re*f>,Preven^  1*J  being  poached.  The  Board  would  also  look 

fremeiSpa"-nin^r°/utbe  fisb’  aDd  Prevent  the  mill  owners 
from  drawing  off  the  water  when  they  thought  fit  Messrs 
”  ’ey  aad  Goys  spoke  upon  this  important  matted?  arid 
said  that  if  the  Association  took  the  water  over  they  would 
!,bu  Bcard  tp  put  a  stop  to  netting  and  other  modes 
practised  by  the  millers,  which  tended  to  deplete  the  river 
?f  p'  great  quantity  of  the  large  fish  and  anoterl 

tha^had^boen^taken  ft 

ssssssP 

quantity  of  American  white  fish.P  This  endedPfhe1  B • a 
mission  upon  the  depletion  of  the  water  when 
resolved,  That  the  questions  advanced  by  the  delegates 

tee  ™  m  t0  the,lnterestS  of  the  coarse  fishing  Ini  also  to 
the  poaching  and  spawning  time,  be  left  in  the  hand  n? 
the  representatives  of  the  Provincial  Anui  !!  iAa  ■  r  of 
(Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfieldr “bo  ^are^ 

Severn  Board  of  Conservators.^^  It  wls  also^ Sltt 
adjourn  the  meeting,  in  order  to  see  how  many  mimbere 
of  the  Birmingham  and  other  associations  interested  in  the 
matter  would  take  out  licenses  the  ItedHitnh  ln  v10 
tives  stating  that  they  would  call  their  members^ethm- 
a,t  once,  and  there  would  be  very  little  doubt  as  re  the 
whole  of  the  anglers  in  that  town  taking  out  licenses  Thi 
brought  the  business  of  the  meeting  to  a  close  The 
adjourned  meetingwill  be  held  prior  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  so  that  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting  may  be  conveyed  to  the  Board  by  the  represente 
tives  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  P  t 

n  J^c^fber  that  we  have  experienced  of  late  in  ihe 
Midlands,  has  been  of  an  extraordinary  description  T  a<sf 
hadtwo  or  three  splendid  days  and  it  that 
hot  that  people  were  leaving  off  their  winter  clothes  and1 
putting  on  their  summer  attire,  and  the  heart  of  ref. 
followers  of  the  gentle  craft  were  light  with  the  Drosnecf 
lint^iaf  !n8  kfv11  !10}jdays  at  the  side  of  the  rippling  stream 
b!!L<l.laa, ;  as  the  holidays  approached,  the  weather  took  a 
turn  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  cold  north-east  wind« 
set  m,  and  on  Sunday  last  we  had  in  Birmingham  nnw 

whn  ra!,n’  a!  day  l0n8.  without  stopping,  and  those 
iv  ho  ventured  out,  passed  a  very  uncomfortable  time  nf  ; t 

Unn°nf  ^  8F  F^a^l^ld  and  threftefs  with  irepeti 
!  d  Sunday  s  weather,  which  will  be  fresh  inPthe 
memory  of  many  persons  for  years  to  come. 

pfioiVIAained  t?  chronicle  a  sad  loss  that  has  befel  Mr  T 
&.  »?  President  of  the  Birmingham  and  Provincial 
Associations,  having  lost  his  onlv  son  a  hrio-hf  nIlal 
taining  little  fellow  of  eight  S  My  readf rs  wff  1  °T  .m 
sure  sympathise  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coles  in  thli ^bereave,  * 

SiSSSLl’SStS  Wanili 
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M'df  dhUArsdf-y  evenin8  last  a  meeting  of  the 
SIa“d  Preservation  Association  was 

held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel.  Mr.  A.  G 

Hall  was  voted  to  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr! 
I .  Coies,  who  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  meeting  owing  to  a  familv 
bereavement  The  mealing  wf„  not  so  ZsU 

firmed.  Mr.  Hiley  &the  secretary5* rood  re®1"6  read  and  con' 

mmasm 

mmmm 

en6ouKStsSf  SoJSf  trS.efh?hriet,eP^ « 

»  river 

answered  by  M?  Coles  who  fnrerAren6  fluostious  were 
discussion. 

wav  bemp- mndn  w  i»„  .  ,  u  aoout 


the  right  of  way  being  made  H  ?°  d°abt,  about 

“b»“i 


Ewarts  front  Clnits 

Ssssss® 

Lkt -Thf  Southern  District  Visiting 

i  sSSSf? 

Arni^t JxbH^e-^te^t'0  SoSl®ty»  AUason 

StWfe'  Me«vTr,SSerthih1 
)S?&  SiS  C°A  verv’gocKl3  h“  ^  »S£  SSi 

wishing  to  join  us.  Aftm-?afe  wrecks  ?rom' m'!®’  I 
inHnhrnd  i ,  ..wUbe,d_thc  soc>ety  evei'y  success,  harmony  was 


indulged  in  and  kept  un  till  1  reCry  success,  harmony  was 

CltJf  MaS-f hSeOCsico:?!’dCaOWn  Vere-street, 
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five  members  and  fri*nds  partook  of  an  excellent  repast, 
which  retloctod  great  credit  on  the  host,  who  clearly  in¬ 
tends  making  his  house  the  head-quarters  of  the  angling 
fraternity.  The  fine  collection  of  preserved  fish  belonging 
to  the  Silver  Trouts  add  greatly  to  the  attractions  of  the 
room,  beside*  which  it  boasts  of  a  number  of  pictorial 
illustrations,  representative  of  incidents  more  or  less 
familiar  to  the  followers  of  Izaak  Walton.  The  cloth 
having  been  removed,  the  toast  of  “  The  Queen  ”  was 
warmly  honoured,  the  chairman  humorously  remarking 
that  of  necessity  a  society  holding  its  meetings  under 
shelter  of  the  “  Crown  ”  could  hardly  be  composed  of  other 
than  loyal  subjects.  After  a  verse  of  the  National 
Anthem  had  been  sung,  the  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  “Continued  Prosperity  to  Alma  Angling  Society," 
which  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Pailes, 
the  secretary,  and  host  of  the  Crown,  Vere-street,  Clare 
Market,  where  the  society  meets,  endorsed  the  sentiments 
of  the  chairman,  that  unity  was  necessary  for  any  society 
that  was  to  be  ultimately  successful,  and  he  was  proud  of 
the  good  fellowship  which  prevailed  among  their  members, 
and  which  enabled  them  to  meet  in  such  numbers 
and  rank  so  well  among  their  ’brother  anglers.  They  had 
all  pulled  together,  and  that  no  doubt,  had  secured  their 
success,  which  he  hoped  would  long  continue.  The  other 
toasts  were  the  “  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,” 
to  which  the  Chairman  replied,  thanking  the  members 
heartily  for  the  good  example  they  had  set,  by  sending  in  a 
well-filled  collecting  box  ;  and  the  “  Central  Association  ” 
was  responded  to  very  ably  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  who  met 
with  a  very  hearty  reception.  Mr.  Wade  incidentally 
mentioned  that  a  great  competition  was  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Pulborough  in  July,  in  the  Central  Association 
Water,  which  wouid  be  largely  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Preservation  Society.  The  chairman  then  distributed  the 
prizes  to  the  successful  anglers,  and  it  was  a  noticeable 
feature  that  many  of  the  prizes  were  for  specimen  fish. 
Among  the  winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Reed,  W.  Hoppin,  J. 
Pailes,  J.  Windsor,  G.  Whistance,  G.  Fairburn,  Jefferys, 
Scott,  and  Halstead.  The  chairman  gave  an  original 
water-colour  drawing  by  Signor  Susini,  and  offered  a 
similar  prize  for  next  year.  A  list  of  nearly  fifty  excellent 
prizes,  offered  under  various  conditions  for  the  coming 
season  ;  was  quickly  announced.  Among  the  donors  were 
Messrs.  J.  Reed,  J.  Pailes,  W.  Pailes.  Mrs.  Pailes,  Mrs. 
Price,  A.  Marks,  Young,  Barker,  Whistance,  Brown, 
Marriott,  Slaughter,  Newman,  Jefferys,  Teff,  H.  Bigsby, 
Liversage,  Melson,  Scott,  Windsor,  Stephens,  and  Lester. 
The  toast  of  the  Chairman  was  enthusiastically  received, 
and  accorded  full  musical  honours.  The  proceedings  were 
interspersed  with  an  excellent  musical  selection,  to  which 
Mr.  Slaughter  prominently  contributed,  and  the  evening 
will  be  long  remembered  with  pleasure  by  all. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Grey 
hound  Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea.— A  grand  smoking 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the 
above  club  on  Wednesday,  May  27,  when  members  of 
other  clubs  and  friends,  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.— 

J  Rich  sgc* 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday.  Members  who  attended  the  dinner  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  as  I  want  to  settle 
the  accounts.  Committee  meeting  also  on  Wednesday  next 
at  eight  o’clock  sharp,  to  revise  rules,  &c.,  and  other  im¬ 
portant  business.  Special  general  meeting  will  take  place 
on  June  3,  and  it  is  requested  that  every  member  will 
attend  at  nine  o’clock,  as  it  is  most  important  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  should  take  particular  notice  of  circulars,  &c„  that 
are  sent  to  them,  and  attend  on  meeting  nights  to  carry 
the  business  through.— A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt  s  Head, 
Grange-road.— The  next  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association 
List  (Southern  Division)  will  be  paid  to  this  society  on 
Tuesday,  the  26th  inst.,  when  the  pleasure  of  the  company 
of  brother  anglers  from  any  other  society  will  be  esteemed 
a  favour.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec.  ,  . 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— The  revision  of  the 
rules  being  completed,  a  manuscript  copy  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  courteous  and  obliging  host  at  the  club-house  for 
perusal  by  intending  members.  On  Wednesday  next. 
May  27,  it  is  hoped  that  the  ordinary  business  may  be 
tackled,  officers  elected,  supper  arranged.  &c.  Two  new 
members  were  proposed,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next 
meeting  night.  May  I  ask  that  all  arrears  may  be  cleared 
up,  and  that  donors  of  prizes,  will  send  them  in  at  once  ?— 
G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec.  ,  .  _ 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  W.C.— I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  inform  members  of  the  above  club  that  the  club  is  about 
to  be  transferred  to  some  other  house.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  all  members  will  attend  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a 
new  place,  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  May  27.  Mr. 
Crawford  resigns  the  chair.— J.  Small,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— The  thirteenth  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  club  was 
held  at  the  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby-street,  N.W.,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  May  13,  and  was  in  every  way  a  great 
success.  About  fifty  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  con¬ 
sisting  of  five  courses,  the  same  being  admirably  cooked 
and  served  by  the  worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  W.  Barker.  The 
c hair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  assisted  by  Mr. 
H  Mayerle,  in  the  vice.  After  “The  Queen  and  Royal 
Family  "  had  received  due  recognition,  the  toast  of  I  he 
Anelers’  Association  and  Anglers’  Benevolent  F  und,  was 
drank  coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Beckett,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  former.  This  gentleman,  in  response,  said  it 
was  a  fortunate  thing  for  him  that  the  toast  had  been 
placed  with  Mr.  Jennings,  seeing  that  he  was  an  earnest 
and  energetic  member  of  both  associations.  As  to  tne 
A  B.F.,  he  was  pleased  to  say  it  was  never  in  a  more 
flourishing  condition,  there  being  at  the  present  time  t300 
in  hand,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  amounts  granted  to 
really  deserving  cases.  Mr.  Beckett  also  gave  an  inte¬ 
resting  resume  of  the  history  of  the  fund,  showing  the 
falsity  of  the  statements  which  had  appeared  in  certain 
prints  that  the  A.B.F.  did  not  deserve  its  name.  Ihe 
chairman  then  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  lho 
Bostonian  Angling  Society,”  saying  that  the  height  of  suc¬ 
cess  to  which  the  society  had  attained,  was  due  in  agreat 
measure  to  the  energy  and  ability  displayed  by  their  secre- 
tarv  Mr  J  Hoare,  whose  name  he  wished  to  couple  with 
the*  toast.  Mr.  Hoare  having  responded,  the  toa,st  of 
“  Visitors  and  Prize  Donors  ”  was  drank,  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  of  the  Dalby  Slate  Club,  Mr.  Billing, 
of  the  North  Western,  and  Mr.  \V  hite,  of  the  Camden 
Aneling  Societies.  At  this  point  the  host,  assisted  by  the 
chairman,  proceeded  with  the  distribution  of  prizes, 
which  numbered  no  less  than  seventy-hve,  the  winners 
being  as  follows  :-g  w  roach,  season  Mr.  Nutkins ;  h  roach 
over  lib.,  season,  Mr.  Hoare;  h  jack,  season.  Mr.  Brown ; 


h  bream,  Mr.  Jennings;  g  w  all  fish,  June,  Mr.  Russell; 
g  w  roach,  June,  Mr.  Bernard;  h  roach.  July,  Mr.  F.  Hal- 
sell ;  g  w  roach,  July,  Mr.  Prior;  g  w  all  fish,  July,  Mr. 
Chapman;  day’s  outing  g  w,  all  fish,  1st,  Mr.  Jamieson; 
2nd,  Mr.  Jennings;  3rd,  Mr.  Burningham  ;  4th,  Mr.  West ; 
g  w  roach  over  jib..  Aug.  to  Oct.,  Mr.  Nutkins ;  ditto  perch, 
Mr.  Jennings;  h  roach,  August,  Mr.  Pearson  ;  g  \v  roach, 
August,  Mr.  Nutkins;  g  w  all  fish,  August,  Mr.  Clark;  h 
bream,  August,  Mr.  Jamieson;  h  roach,  Sept.,  Mr.  Clark; 
g  w  all  fish,  Sept.,  Mr.  Pearson  ;  g  vv  roach.  Sept.,  Mr.  Nut¬ 
kins  ;  g  w  bream,  Sept.,  Mr.  Brown ;  g  w  all  fish.  Oct.,  Mr. 
Taylor  ;  g  w  roach,  Oct.,  Mr.  Taylor ;  g  w  jack,  Oct.  to  end 
season,  Mr.  Brown  ;  h  roach,  Nov.  Mr.  Taylor ;  g  w  all  fish, 
Nov.,  Mr.  Bernard;  gw  roach,  Nov.,  Mr.  Taylor  ;  hroacli, 
Dec.,  Mr.  Clark  ;  g  w  all  fish,  Dec.,  Mr.  Prior  ;  g  w  roach, 
Dec.,  Mr.  Clark  ;  g  w  all  fish,  Jan.,  Mr.  Kvvin  ;  g  w  roach, 
Jan.,  Mr.  Mayerle ;  g  w  all  fish,  Jan.  to  end  season,  Mr. 
Hoare  ;  h  jack,  Feb.,  Mr.  Pearson;  gw  all  fish,  Feb.,  Mr. 
Burningham  ;  g  w  roach,  March,  1st,  Mr.  Hoare ;  2nd,  Mr. 
West ;  3rd  and  4th,  Mr.  Hoare  ;  h  jack,  March,  Mr.  Ber¬ 
nard  ;  g  w  all  fish,  March,  Mr.  Clark ;  h  roach  over  lib., 
season,  Mr.  West ;  h  dace,  Mr.  Jamieson ;  h  jack,  Mr. 
Jennings  ;  h  perch,  Mr.  Bernard  ;  h  bream,  Mr.  Jennings  ; 
h  barbel,  Mr.  Burningham  ;  h  rudd,  ditto;  h  trout,  Mr.  Pear¬ 
son  ;  h  tench,  Mr.  Clark  ;  h  one  day’s  take,  season,  1st  and 
2nd,  Mr.  Nutkins ;  3rd,  Mr.  Chapman  ;  season  prizes,  g  w 
chub,  Mr.  Burningham  ;  g  w  barbel,  ditto;  g  w  jack,  Mr. 
Jennings  ;  g  w  perch,  Mr.  Pearson ;  g  w  dace,  Mr.  Jamie¬ 
son  ;  g  w  roach.  Mr.  Mayerle  ;  g  w  rudd,  Mr.  Jennings ;  g 
w  bream,  Mr.  Jamieson  ;  g  w  trout,  ditto  ;  g  w  roach,  Mr. 

V.  Halsell;  gw  all  fish,  bar  jack,  Mr.  Brown  ;  g  w  all  fish, 
1st,  Mr.  Revett;  2nd,  Mr.  Nutkins;  3rd,  Mr.  Pearson;  gw 
all  fish,  Feb.  to  March  15,  Mr.  Revett.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  important  event  the  chairman  proposed  the  health 
of  the  host  and  hostess,  speaking  in  eulogistic  terms  of  the 
dinner  they  had  provided  that  evening,  and  of  their  uni¬ 
form  kindness  and  courtesy  to  all  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  Interspersed  with  and  succeeding  the  toasts  were 
a  number  of  excellent  songs,  &c„  the  singing  of  “  Auld 
Lang  Syne  ”  bringing  to  a  conclusion  what  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  all  hands  to  have  been  the  most  successful  anni¬ 
versary  ever  held.— Boss. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.  W.— The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  June,  dinner 
on  the  table  at  eight  o'clock  sharp,  tickets  three  shillings 
each.  Any  friends  who  intend  joining  us  will  kindly  let 
me  know  by  the  31st  inst.  This  evening  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  adding  two  members  to  our  list,  also  the  sum 
of  £1  Is.  was  voted  towards  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S.— 
H.  Roach,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— The  second  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  took  place  on  the  13th  inst.,  when  a  good  company 
of  members  and  friends  did  full  justice  to  the  excellent 
catering  of  our  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Newman.  After 
which  Mr.  J.  Slaughter,  presented  the  remaining  prizes. 
The  usual  loyal  and  kindred  toasts  were  given  and  re¬ 
sponded  to,  and  the  harmony  was  all  that  could  be  desired 
The  excellent  singing  of  Messrs.  Black,  Lawrence,  Guy 
Slaughter,  Garcka,  and  Mr.  Butler’s  eloquent  readings 
were  highly  appreciated.  A  substantial  list  of  prizes  were 
offered  for  the  ensuing  season  ;  'full  [details  of  which  will 
be  given  given  later  on. — C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Wednesday  last  two  working 
and  two  honorary  members  were  proposed,  and  will  be 
balloted  for  next  week.  We  have  a  few  vacancies  for 
working  members.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  8.  Gentlemen 
who  have  promised  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by  forward 
ing  the  same  on  or  before  the  above  date.— E.  T.  White, 
secretary* 

Causton  Angling  Society.— The  second  season  rwill 
commence  on  Monday,  June  1,  and  the  meetings  will  be 
held  every  Monday  evening  at  eight  o’clock,  in  the  spacious 
club-room,  at  the  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick-lane.  City. 
Mr.  Tom  Keeble,  a  good  angler,  is  the  host.  Mr.  Keeble 
it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  host  at  the  Brunswick 
Arms,  Stamford-street,  S.E.,  and  it  was  there,  under  his 
regime  that  the  successful  Brunswick  Piscatorial  Society 
was  founded.  The  Causton  Angling  Society  will  therefore 
commence  its  new  season  under  more  than  favourable 
auspices.— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Members 
and  friends  who  are  going  to  attend  our  annual  dinner  are 
requested  to  show  up  as  near  eight  o’clock  as  possible.  It 
will  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  28th  inst.  I  shall  feel 
obliged  if  donors  will  kindly  let  me  have  their  prizes  be¬ 
fore  that  date  ;  also  will  the  stewards  kindly  meet  me  at 
the  club-house  on  Monday  evening,  24th  inst.,  so  that  we 
can  make  the  final  arrangements?— A. Trowbridge,  sec, 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow 
road,  Paddington.— Our  worthy  president,  Mr.  J.  F.  Daw 
son,  has  been  out,  but  with  no  success.  At  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  night  two  new  members  were 
elected,  and  the  name  of  one  placed  on  the  club  books,  to 
be  balloted  for  on  Wednesday  next,  when  members  are  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  early.  A  handsome  prize  was  offered  by 
one  of  the  new  members  for  pike  taken  during  the  season 
—Ale.  E.  Evans,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club.  Kensal-road 
—I  again  appeal  finally  to  all  members  indebted  to  this 
society  to  attend  and  settle  up  without  delay,  and  1  ask 
everyone  interested  in  the  society  to  attend  on  next  Tues¬ 
day  evening,  May  26,  to  settle  very  important  business, 
Members  who  have  promised  prizes  will  kindly  forward 
them  as  soon  as  possible.— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel 
Bishop’s-road,  W.— Secretaries  please  note  that  the  above 
house  is  now  our  headquarters,  and  all  communications 
should  be  addressed  there  from  this  date.— T.  Stallibrass, 
hon.  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham.— At 
our  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  May  5,  Mr.  E.  B 
Ridgway,  our  president, ^occupied  the  chair,  when  a  com 
munication  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  Kirby,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society,  asking  for  help  to 
support  the  committee  of  the  Hickling  Broad  Defence 
Fund.  This  matter  was  fully  discussed,  and  as  many  of 
our  members  are  Norfolk  fishermen,  every  sympathy  was 
shown  towards  the  appeal  in  defence  of  the  fishing  rights 
on  that  broad.  A  subscription  list  was  at  once  opened  and 
liberally  responded  to  by  those  present.  At  the  same 
meeting  our  president  announced  the  result  of  the  sup 
port  which  had  been  given  to  the  Andrew’s  Defence  Fund 
was  the  handing  to  the  treasurer  a  receipt  for  £3  103.  from 
the  Mayor  of  Maidenhead.  The  committee  considered 
this  as  satisfactory, tbut  deeply  regretted  the  decision  of  the 
judges  in  this  case."  Distant  members  will  please  note  that 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  takes  place  at 


the  Eagle,  Tottenham,  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  8.30  p.m. 
prompt.  And  also  that  the  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  June  1,  at  the  same  place.  This  society  has  now 
on  view,  at  the  industrial  exhibition,  now  being  held  at 
Bruce  Castle,  Tottenham,  twelve  cases  of  preserved  fish, 
which  form  one  of  the  most  interesting  exhibits,  and  are 
greatly  admired  by  the  visitors.— T.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec, 
Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King's  Head,  Swinton- 
street,  King’s  Cross.— Wo  shall  bo  very  pleased  to  see  all 
prizes  in  not  later  than  Wednesday  next,  as  on  June  3  wo 
distribute  our  prizos.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  on 
Wednesday  last  wo  enrolled  four  new  members.  \V e  shall 
be  glad  to  see  any  anglers  and  friends  that  can  make  it  con 
venientto  attend.  Chair  taken  by  Mr.  P.  Barrett  at  8.30 
sharp.— R.  Neai.l, 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn.  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  will  be  a  grand  smoking  con¬ 
cert  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglers’ Benevolent  Society,  under  the  aide 
management  of  Mr.  G.  Hunt  and  G.  Huggctt,  also  our 
prizes  will  be  given  upon  June  9.-R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town. — I  wish  to  remind  those  mem¬ 
bers  that  did  not  clear  the  books  on  quarterly  night  that 
they  would  greatly  oblige  by  doing  so  as  they  are  delaying 
the  annual  balance  sheet.  I  also  wish  to  remind  brothir 
anglers  not  to  forgot  our  visit  on  Monday,  June  1. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.—  Our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday,  13th  inst. 
Mr.  C.  Watling,  jun.,  occuping  the  chair,  the  attendance 
of  members  and  friends  was  very  good.  The  prize  list 
contained  upward  of  eighty  prizes,  and  they  were  distri 
buted  by  the  chairman  in  a  very  able  manner ;  after  the 
distribution  of  the  prizes  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  harmony.  The  chairman  Mr.  J.  Slaughter, 
Mr.  H.  Lawrence  and  many  other  friends  contributing  to 
the  harmony.  Our  twenty-eighth  annual  supper  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  May  28,  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  be  favoured  with  the  company  of  our  brother  anglers 
and  friends  about  ten  n.m.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Drakes  Head  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
in  last  week,  the  chairman  (Mr.  C.  G.  Baker)  presiding, 
supported  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins  in  the  vice,  a  large  attend¬ 
ance  of  members  was  present.  The  seeretary  read  the 
balance  sheet  which  showed  the  society  had  a  small 
balance  in  hand  and  the  same  was  passed.  He 
then  presented  his  report  which  was  of  a  gratifying 
nature.  The  number  of  members  upon  the  books 
was  a  hundred  and  seven,  being  an  increase  of 
four  upon  last  year.  The  number  of  bottom  matches  fished 
was  six  with  good  attendance  of  competitors,  the  total 
amount  of  fish  taken  in  these  matches  was  2211b.  The 
number  of  competitors  weighing  in  being  eighty-one.  The 
pike  fishing  was  very  poor  only  three  members  weighed  in 
out  of  six  matches  the  largest  being  1541b.  taken  on  Barton 
Broad  by  Mr.  W.  Johnson.  This  fish  is  being  preserved 
and  will  be  placed  in  the  club-room.  Two  salt  water 
matches  were  held,  nineteen  competing,  and  the  fish 
caught  weighing  1371b.,  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  when  in  two  matches  twenty-one  competi¬ 
tors  only  weighed  in  121b.  The  gross  total  of  fish  weighed 
in  for  all  matches  was  3811b.  The  report  then  detailed  the 
prizes  and  prize-winners,  the  total  value  of  the  prizes 
offered  for  competition  was  £33,  and  the  winners  Messrs. 
Peckerill,  J.  Williams,  W.  Kirby,  Platt,  Harrison,  Lowne, 
Simpson,  Harrod,  W.  Hunt,  Bond  G.  Williams,  Sacret, 
Buckingham,  Baker,  Harwood,  Beech,  Johnson,  Garrett, 
Fortescue,  Fullerton,  Atkins  and  Pratt.  The  Foulsham 
Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  Harrison  who  held  it  for 
the  year,  and  Mr.  Lowne  the  winner  in  the  previous  year 
was  presented  with  a  silver  medal.  The  report  drew 
attention  to  the  Heckling  Broad  case  which  will  shortly  be 
tried,  and  members  were  urged  to  subscribe  towards '  the 
defence  fund.  The  report  having  been  adopted  the  secre¬ 
tary  received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  services.  The 
election  of  officers  then  took  place,  the  following  being 
appointed ;— President,  Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  M.P. ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  F.  Allen,  Esq.,  H.  Femier,  Esq.,  and  A.  F. 
Clowes,  Esq. ;  Chairman,  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker ;  Vice-Chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  A.  Sacret ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  Kirby ;  Auditors,  Mr.  C.  Harrison 
and  Mr.  W.  M.  Johnson;  Committee,  Messrs.  J.  H.  J. 
Fortescue,  J.  Williams,  L.  P.  Garrett,  G.  Harrod.  A.  E. 
Bond,  W.  Pratt,  J.  Maystone,  R.  Pratt,  and  G.  Fullerton. 
Vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  tojthe'officers  for  past  services. 
Visiting  anglersw  ill  receive  a  cordial  welcome  at  the 
meetings  which  are  held  Tuesday  evenings  at  nine 
o’clock. — Wm.  Kirby,  hon. sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Seven  Sisters-road,  Finsbury.— Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  is  fixed  for  June  5,  when  we  hope  to  see  as  many 
members  and  friends  as  possible.  Any  members  who 
failed  to  send  in  their  prizes  will  please  do  so  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  secretary.  A  supper  and  concert  is  to  take 
place  at  an  early  date.— J.  T.,  sec. 

Hounsfield  Otters  Anglng  Association,  Lower 
Edmonton.— Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  as  usual  at  the  club-house,  the  King’s  Head,  on 
Tuesday  the  12th  inst.,  when  a  most  en'oyable  evening  was 
spent.  The  catering  was  everything  that  could  be  desired, 
and  after  the  fortunate  winners  of  prizes  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  chairman  and  received  their  various  trophies 
some  capital  songs  by  members  and  friends  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  time.  A  short  entertainment  by  a  young 
ventriloquist,  Professor  Dixon  also  afforded  much  amuse¬ 
ment,  and  a  fine  specimen  perch  21b.  6ioz.,  taken  by  J. 
Stephens  on  February  1  last,  was  on  show.  Messrs.  W.  F. 
Liddle,  H.  Smith,  E.  Pettipierre,  H.  Liddle,  J.  Alder, 
J.  Stephens,  Sam  Smith,  Thomas,  H.  Arnold,  and  J.  Hales, 
were  the  most  successful  among  the  competitors  during 
the  past  season,  and  the  takes  of  all  fish  (in  spite  of  several 
weeks  of  enforced  idleness)  were  a  long  way  in  advance  of 
the  last  or  any  previous  year.  I  am  also  pleased  to  announce 
a  good  commencement  with  the  special  prize  list  for  next 
season;  many  gentlemen  added  their  names  before  the 
party  broke  up  with  the  gratifying  result  that  twenty-two 
additional  items  will  be  added  to  the  card.  All  members 
are  particularly  requested  to  put  in  an  appearance  next 
meeting  night,  June  2,  to  discuss  the  proposed  raising  of 
our  present  standard  of  sizes,  so  as  to  bring  them  consider¬ 
ably  over  the  Lea  rules,  which  latter  scale  has  hitherto 
governed  our  weighings  in.  Before  concluding  I  should 
like  to  communicate  to  those  members  who  may  not  have 
heard,  the  sad  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
C.  Milbourne,  who  filled  the  chair  at  our  gathering  just 
twelve  months  since,  and  who  had  kindly  promised  to 
occupy  the  same  position  this  year,  but  alas  !  it  was  not  to 
be.  Although  an  hon.  member  of  this  society  for  a  com¬ 
paratively  short  time,  and  was  therefore,  perhaps,  not 
personally  known  to  all,  his  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  bv 
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everyone  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  and  by 
anglers  especially,  he  will  ever  be  remembered  as  a  genial 
friend  and  enthusiastic  sportsman.  F.  S.  T  see 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  annual  general 
meeting  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  20th  inst;. 
when  some  interesting  and  useful  business  was  transacte  :1 
One  pleasant  incident  was  the  presentation  to  the  society 
of  a  handsome  and  improved  ballot  box,  by  Mr.  T  Goo  d- 
'  win.  This  generous  gift  was  much  appreciated  by  tile 
members,  who  tendered  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  gilt 
The  annual  distribution  of  special  and  annual  prizes  wi  ll" 
take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  nine  o’clook 
precisely.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward 
the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  J.  Featherstone.  Those  members 
who  have  won  prizes  will  please  send  them  in  at  once  to  he 
ready  for  presentation.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— I  must  inform  members 
that  our  ninth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Monday,  June  1.  I  trust  that  all  members 
wishing  to  sit  down  to  the  same  will  turn  up  on  next  meet¬ 
ing  night  for  their  ticket.  Any  friends  wishing  to  join  us 
on  that  night  can  do  so  by  calling  at  the  club-house 
tickets,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  each.— W.  WatliniG 
secretary. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen’s- 
square,  and  St.  John’s-lane,  Liverpool. — Our  competition 
m  the  river  \  yrnwy  on  Whit  Monday,  was  spoiled  by  the 
winterly  weather  which  prevailed.  Xt  was  fine  enouL'h 
overhead  but  the  east  wind  was  piercingly  cold,  and  the 
fish  would  not  feed  with  anything  like  freedom.  On 
.  baturday  afternoon  it  snowed  heavily  for  hours  and  on 
the  17th  mst.  there  was  a  further  heavy  fall  of  snow  ha  d 
sleet,  and  rain  ;  and  on  Monday  morning  the  hills  ’  we  re 
covered  with  snow,  and  the  water  had  risen  6in.  or  more 
and  was  deadly  chill.  However,  some  fair  good  trout 
were  taken,  and  a  comparatively  large  number  of  good 
grayling  some  whilst  spinning  the  minnow;  and  it  was 
regrettable  to  learn  that  some  of  them  had  been  retained 
and  even  publicly  exposed.  On  the  17th  inst.,  I  saw  a 
large  rise  of  duns  and  a  few  small  May  drakes,  but  the 
fish  did  not  appear  to  want  them,  for  I  only  noticed  one  or 
two  come  up,  but  the  swallows  had  a  rare  old  time  picking’ 
them  up  in  dozens.  The  Yellow  Dun  was  accountable  for 
a  good  creel  of  trout,  and  next  came  a  Light  Dun  March 
Brown,  Orange  partridge,  &c.,  being  ignored.  ’  In  the 
competition  Mr.  Baker  was  first  for  trout,  and  Mr 
Jeffreys  second.  For  coarse  fish  Mr.  H.  Jones  was  first" 
Mr.  Roberts,  second;  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Johnson,  third  We 
were  all  catered  for  and  looked  after  by  Mrs.  Roberts,  of 
the  Lion  Hotel,  our  tram  was,  wonderful  to  say,  punctual 
and  speaking  generally  a  very  pleasant  time  was  had  — r’ 
VV  OOLFALL. 

^ry^h0ne  An5tM!P  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Carlisle 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  next  return  visit,  Anglers’ 
Association,  will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  May  27,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  All 
societies  not  having  received  a  notice  of  this  will  accept 
this  to  oblige. — W.  F.  Pearce.  * 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington,  14. 
South-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Wb  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  and  friends  on  May  17,  when  we  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  nominating  one  honorary  and  two  working  mem¬ 
bers,  making  a  total  of  seventeen  new  members  in  three 
weeks,  which  we  consider  very  good  business.  Members 
are  requested  to  meet  early  on  May  24,  to  transact  import¬ 
ant  business. — J.  Mann,  hon.  sec. 

Angling  Club  Lord  Southampton, 
Haverstock-hill.— Thursday,  the  14th,  was  the  annual 
meeting  night  of  the  above  club,  when  we  had  a  good 
inrr1  0  members,  and  got  through  a  lot  of  business.  Mr 
W.  Weaver  was  duly  elected  secretary,  and  Mr,  Schultz’ 
jun.,  chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter,  it  was  decided 
that  our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  the  4th  of  June  If 
gentlemen  promising  a  prize  will  kindly  forward  the  same 
they  will  greatly  oblige.  Members  of  the  committee  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  night,  the  27th  instant 
at  nine  o  clock. — W.  Weaver,  sec. 

rAV  vnvv  A^Sli,ng  the  Crown,  Old  St.  Pancras- 

rcad  N.W.-rhe  twenty-first  anniversary  dinner  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  club  house  as 
abo\  e,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  2,  at  eight  o’clock,  sharp 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesdav  to 
aur^,nfc  n,ew  Iirize  li-st  an(i  elect  several  new  members  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  brother  angler  and  also  ’  anv 
friend  who  can  give  us  a  look  in  on  the  2nd,  as  we  have  a 
host  of  talent  promised  to  come,  and  we  wish  to  give  our 
new  landlord,  Mr.  Forster,  a  bumper.  W.  Elbourn  sec 
Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Golborne-road,"  North 
Kensington.  Some  of  our  members  took  advantage  of  the 
fine  holidays  we  have  had  and  proceeded  to  Father  Thames 
to  try  their  luck.  Mr.  Rodber  was  fortunate  enough  to'get 

tvAi!11  kVA'*-0?’  from  Bray,  after  having  good  sport  with 
the  barbel,  which  generally  occurs  when  you  don’t  want 

J1  w"  If  vrrps*  serf  ^  be  in  the  same  humour  later  on.— 

OT,^inc®of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson- 
Sin  •  e’Tlb?  severe  weather  on  Monday  quite  put  a  stop  to 
fishing ;  but  we  continue  to  flourish,  as  two  more  members 
were  elected  on  Wednesday.  Members  who  have  put 
their  names  down  for  our  annual  supper  are  requested  to 
attend  on  the  next  club  night.— W.  B  fluescea  to 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Horse  Shoe  and  MagDie 
Great  Bath-street,  Clerken  well.— The  members  ofgth?s 
ciub  met  on  Wednesday  to  arrange  with  respect  to  the  dis- 

Mrb  RraOi°i, P  uZes  the  27th,  when  it  was  arranged  that 
Mr.  Bradley  be  chairman,  and  Mr.  Baber  be  vice.  Mr 

n  i  s  ? n  t0  be  Pianist.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 

at  8.30  to  transact  some  business  prior  to  the  harmony  and 
Members  of  other  clubs  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend.  The  auditors  read  the  quarterly  report  which 
was  very  satisfactory. -J.  Skinner,  see.  wmen 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope  Tavern 
Tottenham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— I  beg  to  inform 
fi™mnferS^nii  friends  that  a  smoking  concert  and  distribu- 
V,?”  3f  prlzes  wd1  take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday 

f  ?’  when  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  old  faces 
wn/S1 5  J  bc  esteemcd-  1  trust  also  members  will 

v  97  pmefs  at  once,  and  not  forget  that  Wednesday 
May  27,  is  quarterly  mght.-F.JC.  Longland,  hon.  sec 


S£er  Tr°ut  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Maiden-lane,  Govent-garden.— On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a 
?nom-Iiepresent?tlve  uieeting  of  our  members,  it  being  a 
special  general  meeting  to  alter  rules,  &c.  when  everv 
suggestion  of  the  committee  was  confirmed.  The  date  for 

?  hn 1  dlllner  has  been  hxed  for  Tuesday,  June  9  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  very  good  muster.  Members  rea’uiring 

I  shalfffso’be  nleaser!  P^ease  !et  kn.° w  as  so°n  as  possible^ 
—Pelican  pleased  to  receive  all  prizes  not  yet  forwarded. 

roM°CBetbh1nalBrretm1eiif  Ainj?lin,g,  Hope,  Pollard- 

row,  ueumeu  Green,  L,-I  should  like  to  see  the  members 


show  up  on  Thursday,  28th  inst.,  in  full  force,  as  it  will  bo 
the  last  meeting  before  our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  and  those  members  and  friends  who  have  promised 
prizes  would  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  same.— R. 
Spencely.  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  list  will  fish  their  first 
friendly  competition  of  the  coming  season  at  Amberley, 
roving  between  Houghton  and  Timberley  Bridges.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Renvoize,  of  the  St.  Thomas’  A  .S., 
has  kindly  offered  a  marble  timepiece  to  be  fished  for  in 
addition  to  the  usual  many  prizes.  The  next  return  visit 
will  be  to  the  Walworth  Waltonians  A.S.,  held  at  the  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  For  notice  of  date,  see 
their  club  report.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  St. 
Gcorge’s-road,  Peckham.— The  annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  May  27. 
There  will  be  a  concert  after  to  which  angling  friends  are 
invited.  I  also  wish  to  state  that  there  are  also  vacancies 
for  a  few  more  members.— W.  Bywaters,  hon.  sec. 

St.  Helens  Angling  Association.— This  association 
held  a  fishing  contest  at  Eccleston  Mere  on  Whit  Monday, 
over  forty  members  being  present.  The  contest  com¬ 
menced  at  nine  o’clock  a.m.,  and  when  the  closing  time 
was  called  by  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  John  Woods,  at  six  o'clock 
p.m.,  a  considerable  quantity  of  fish  had  been  taken, 
although  the  wind  was  in  an  unfavourable  quarter,  hoing 
N.N.E.  The  prize-winners  were:— First  prize,  Mr.  Thos. 
Gilman ;  second  prize,  Mr.  P.  Gerrerd ;  third  prize,  Mr. 
John  Forster.  The  prize-givers  were  Messrs.  R.  Sturgiss, 
R.  Duril,  H.  Waizborn,  and  W.  H.  Coates.  Mr.  P.  Hough¬ 
ton  kindly  officiated  as  captain.  As  a  matter  of  interest  it 
might  be  mentioned  that  this  well-known  association  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  members,  and  according  to  the  balance-sheet 
just  published  has  about  £30  in  hand.  Considering  the 
expense  the  association  has  been  put  to  by  placing  a  grid 
at  the  outlet  of  Eccleston  Corn  Mill  Dam,  erecting  notice 
boards  in  every  necessary  position  around  their  waters, 
staking  the  corporation  waters  with  near  two  thousand 
minnows,  over  one  thousand  freshwater  shrimps,  and  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  snails  for  the  yearling  trout— kindly 
placed  there  by  Samuel  Taylor,  Es«.— the  association  is 
considered  one  of  the  best  in  Lancashire.— John  Woods, 
hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
vauxhall-cross.— Nothing  of  importance  was  done  on  the 
19th  inst.,  owing  to  the  non-arrivals.  Our  audit  took 
place  on  the  12th  inst.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the 
Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing  circumstances.  Mem¬ 
bers  who  were  away  last  week  will  please  attend  on  next 
Tuesday  as  they  have  a  grand  night  before  them,— H.  C 
Hare,  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday,  May  20,  the 
the  annual  general  meeting  took  place,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the 
chair.  There  was  a  good  muster  of  members.  The  follow- 
i?g^?.nt,lenien  were  elected :  Mr.  H.  Bailey,  chairman ; 
I.  Gilbert,  vice-chairman  and  treasurer ;  Messrs.  Piolane 
Smith,  H.  Lees,  Griftin.  Risdon,  Craddock,  and  W.  J.  Crisp 
MramittM ;  Messrs.  Risdon  and  Hardy,  auditors;  and  <5! 
Dibble,  secretary.  On  Wednesday,  June  3,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
invites  all  the  members  to  a  supper,  and  hopes  to  see  all 
present  at  8.30sharp.  1  wish  the  members  to  take  notice  on 
the  same  date  is  quarter  night.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— ' The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  Wednesday  last,  May 20,  and  upon  the  new  list 
being  opened  for  the  ensuing  season  it  was  well  re- 
sponded  to.  Mr.  C.  G.  Street  was  duly  elected  a  member. 

W  ednesday  next  being  Derby  Day  there  will  not  be  any 
meeting.  1  hope  members  will  bear  in  mind  that  Wednes¬ 
day  week  June  3,  is  half-yearly  night  when  the  balance 
«et  'vll>  ko  Presented,  and  all  arrears  must  be  cleared 
ofpj.,  ,9’  Wyer  and  W.  Turnbull  were  appointed 
auditors.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel 
Broadway,  Stratford. — I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next.  May 
-7,  and  the  night  forgiving  out  the  annual  prizes.  Hope 
to  have  a  good  attendcnce  on  that  night.— K.  Lowther, 
secretary.  ’ 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Members  are  requested  to  attend  a  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  on  June  4,  to  elect  the  officers  for  the  ensu¬ 
ing  season,  and  other  important  business  matters  will  be 
brought  forward.  Members  are  informed  that  there  will 
not  be  a  meeting  on  Thursday  next.  Mr.  J.  B.  Holloway 
was  out  on  the  19th,  and  weighed  in  two  trout  from  the 
1  hames  at  bhepperton,  the  respective  weights  being 
4lb.  Goz.  and  21b.  6oz.  Six  new  members  were  elected  at 
our  last  meeting. — J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

,  ^  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan' s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

English  and  Welsh,  Reports. 

.££5  Thames — General  Remarks.— A  con- 

signment  of  twenty  thousand  splendid  ova  of  perch  from 
wi'L  '  AJ“.istead  of  the  ?°lway  Fisheries,  Dumfries, 
was  safely  delivered  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  at  Kings- 

rmfiVoo  nfhlihS0d  w?ek’  as.  an  order  from  the  com¬ 

mittee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  According  to  arrangement,  they 

MrrxrC<HsVuyn<Vn  fche  aitern00n  in  a  steam  launch,  which 
Mr.  JNuthall  had  engaged,  to  the  rearing  stream  at  Sunburv 

jjjrectlon  of  that  gentleman,  who  was  accom- 
pained  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham.  It  may  be 

nunfn?pBSwfiB  fi,tate  to  tbo®?  are  not  altogether  ac- 
M,™,U^d  a,h  'th<7  nul'sery,  that  it  consists  of  a  fairly  long 
ln  two  portions  widening  out  from  it  there 
wB,-?h  io  ?  mucb  deeper  character,  and  in  one  of  these, 
which  is  the  largest  and  deepest,  the  ova  was  to  be  de- 
posited,  with  sand  banks  at  each  end  through  which  the 
water  would  percolate  and  render  it  impossible  for  the 
youngsters,  as  the  ova  vivifies,  from  getting  away  as  thev 
must  have  done  last  year,  and  prevent  ot^r  fry  from 
75  9  r11  w v  ’h e  •? va  on  th,ls  occasion  was  not  so  forward  as 

lfc  came  almost,  if  not  altogether,  vivified  ; 
„  g  a  a,ma11  Quantity  Of  it  in  a  soda-water 
tumbler  the  youngsters  could  be  seen  in  a  lively  condition 
rawf of  thn  eggs’  and  *01i  doling  the  glass  up  to  catch  the 
fhPm^w0S“n  ??me  of  them  got  their  liberty  and  disported 
themselves  in  the  water,  much  to  the  delight  and  satis¬ 


faction  of  those  present,  who  were  principally  ladies, 
amongst  whom  was  Mrs.  Alfred  Nuthall,  who  had  come 
up  in  the  launch.  The  large  glass  carboy  which  contained 
the  ova  was  moved  out  of  the  box,  and  a  landing  stage, 
kindly  lent  by  Mr.  Joist,  the  lock-keeper,  placed  from  the 
siae  or  the  pond  to  some  distance  in  it,  from  which  the 
bottle  was  carefully  inverted,  so  that  as  the  water  came 
out  the  ova  would  pass  gently  with  it,  and  the  result  was 
perfectly  satisfactory.  They  were  then  left  to  take  care  of 
themselves  with  every  good  wish,  and  by  this  time  several 
gentlemen  had  arrived.  An  adjournment  was  then  made 
to  the  Magpie  Hotel  opposite,  which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Free- 
man,  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  river,  and  there,  through 
the  hospitality  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  the  future  success  of 
the  ova  was  pledged  in  some  special  Scotch  of  the  glen 
character,  as  appropriate  to  the  ova  from  Scotland.  The 
stream  never  looked  in  a  better  condition,  and  reflected 
much  credit  on  the  two  river  keepers,  William  Douglas  and 
John  Davis,  who  had  for  some  time  been  engaged  in  clear¬ 
ing  it  out  and  preparing  it  for  the  reception  of  the  ova.— B 
Hampton  Court.— A  gentleman  fishing  at  the  Water 
Gallery  at  the  end  of  last  week  caught  a  trout  of  341b. 
v®L/‘N'tU'RiV’  — Mr-  Butt,  fishing  opposite  the  Chelsea 
Waterworks  reservoirs,  got  a  trout  of  51b.;  Mr.  Lukyn  has 
succeeded  in  getting  a  nice  trout  of  741b.  3 

Walton.— The  perch  spawn  has  all  been  vivified,  and 
the  youngsters  are  now  safe  in  the  river. 

Siiepperton.— A  gentleman  fishing  at  the  weir  has  taken 
two  trout  one  weighing  41b.  6Aoz.,  and  the  other  21b.  6oz.; 
and  Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing  with  George  Rosewell, 
onC'  or  oio. 

Staines.— John  Keene,  jun.,  fishing  in  some  private 
water,  caught  eight  small  trout  of  about  Jib.  each,  one 
died  and  the  remaining  seven  were  turned  into  the  Thames 
at  Staines.  For  such  an  act  this  excellent  fisherman  is 
deserving  of  support. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  is  in  fine  order  for  trout 
Twag’  and  the  trout  are  moving  well  out.  Yesterday 
(Wednesday)  nearly  had  two,  to-day  (Thursday)  three  runs' • 
caught  one  splendid  fish,  41b. — G.  Lumsden.  ’ 

„,Th^n}e,S(Winds?rk-Though  water  is  in  good  order 
!\as  mov,ed  to  my  Imowdedge,  the  unusual  incle- 
mency  of  the  weather  for  time  of  year  being  the  cause. 

v.w  bave  attempted  angling  during  the  past  week 
which  hasMrtiun  j'  to  extremely  rough  and  cold  for 
time  of  year,  and  till  a  thorough  change  takes  place  in  the 
weather  department,  nothing  can  be  expected,  and  anglers 

S-EKbImbSS6  tr°Ut’  r<3StinS  C°ntentedJy  at 

*  ^C,hr°(1,me,DiftriCTt;~The  Hawthorn  Fly  is  now  on,  and 
a  few  of  the  leading  Duns  which  are  unusually  late  this 
?9af 0aA;lve  al®°  Pat la  an,  appearance,  One  of  the  very 
best  of  these  is  the  Freckled  Dun,  which  is  also  called 
Mo°rgame  and  Red  Hackle.  It  is  usually  made  as 
ir^,nS.:7b?dJ’  orange  silk ;  legs,  red  hackle  ;  wings,  light 
grouse,  tail,  feather.  Another  dressing  is,  body,  copper- 
coloured  silk  tinged  with  water-rats  fur;  legs,  moorcock’s 
hackle  ;  wings,  moorcock’s  hackled  feather.  This  is  a  great 
favourite  with  many  well-known  Yorkshire  anglers.  We 

had  a  fine  day  on  Monday,  with  no  rain,  but  cold  wind 
and  two  anglers  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  caught 
respectively  30  and  lo  trout  in  very  good  condition,  and 
of  a  passable  size. — Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— Heavy  baskets  are  being  killed 
t  fla^  db‘  9°  9b'  Hi  the  weir  can  be  seen  any  time 
tlnee  fine  fish,  one  of  about  51b. ,  another  of  nearly  41b.,  and 
9ihtblml  °f  '|U1,ie  ^lb-  TTAt  Hulverton  Bridge  a  fish  of  over 
vu,’  ,dboin  ilnd  -^r'  Heath  had  extra  good  baskets  last 
Monday,  and  your  reporter  also  did  well.  The  visitors  are 
doing  good  work.  I  hear  of  a  fine  trout  of  61b.  or  over  at 
Bridge,  near  Carnarvon  Arms.  Water,  clear  and  low. 
Killing  flies,  Blue  Upright  and  Olive  Quill.  Cold  showers, 
with  snow  and  hail.— Iron  Blue. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  dull  with  occasional 
showers.  Mr.  G.  Greensmith.  took  a  dish  of  thirty-and-a- 
WT  urwe  cn11  ]h  urRday  last  with  Green  well’s  Glory,  and 
W  Shakespere,  took  a  dish  of  the  same  number  of 
tiout  on  I  nday  from  Shirley  brook,  mainly  with  the  Kill 

De\  ll  Devon.  \\  eather  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  too 
stormy  and  inclement  for  much  sport,  now  it  is  more 
gmiial.— D.  &  4V  .  H.  I  oster,  Ashbourn. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man). — We  did  not  expect  the  cold 
wind  and  snow  which  prevailed  during  the  latter  end  of 
last  week.  It  is  hard  to  tell  as  yet  what  effect  it  will  have 
on  the  trout  fishing  but  since  Sunday  weather  has  been 
fine,  although  the  wind  is  north-west.  This  for  those  who 
d?  not  mind  the  cold  is  most  favourable  for  sea  fishing,  and 
the  fish  are  taking  well.  Plenty  of  boats  can  now  be  had, 
and  plenty  of  bait,  except  mussels.— Stormy  Petrel. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — It  is  difficult  to  know  what  to  say 
about  the  angling  for  the  last  fortnight,  except  that  it 
fonuuns  wretchedly  poor.  A  few  knowing  ones  have 
Killed  decent  baskets  with  the  creeper,  one  man  getting 
a  dozen  good  trout  out  of  one  stream,  but  the  nights  have 
beenfar  too  cold  for  this  style  of  fishing.  Trout  do  not  lie 
m  the  rough  water,  except  in  the  warm  weather.  They 
ought  to  take  the  fly  well  in  the  evening  now  if  we  only 
nad  genial  weather.  Salmon  fishers  have  almost  given  it 
up  as  a  bad  job.  I  believe  Mr.  Slater  killed  a  good  fresh 
run  fish  of  121b.  one  evening  last  week  just  before  dusk. 
Ifie  mam  run  of  sea  trout  is  very  late  this  season,  like 
everything  else,  very  few  are  being  netted,  and  the  price 
shilling  and  eightpence  per  pound  instead  of  one 
Grey^  aS  ^  sbou  d  be’  ^  they  were  plentiful. — Silver 

-  tH(PPJn§  (Ipswich). — The  continued  wintry  weather, 
anci  the  scare  of  influenza,  have  contributed  to  poor  results 
m  fishing,  but  a  few  good  roach  have  reached  bank,  nearly 
all  or  which  were  full  of  spawn.  The  matter  of  interest  to 
anglers  is  the  recent  successful  introduction  to  the  pre- 
Tvro™d  ^alers  °9  3.0P  splendid  perch,  obtained  from  the 
t  'shery.  Gaistorj  and  the  placing  of  5,000  perch-ova, 
from  fish  of  31bs.  weight,  got  from  the  Solway  Fishery 
numlries,  and  in  a  selected  water  in  connection  with  the 
those  additions  are  due  to  the  feeling  of  the  local 
society  that  some  fresh  stock  would  improve  the  old 
PiscATait  ^be  same  time  replenish  their  waters. — 

- .  ^  Notts). — The  Whitsuntide  holidays  have 

proved  very  disappointing  from  an  angling  point  of  view, 
ifie  warmth  of  the  earlier  days  developed  thunder  and 
electricity  of  unusual  intensity  last  week,  and  this  has 
been  followed  by  snow,  hail,  rain  and  wind,  Saturday  and 
bunday  witnessing  the  country  snow-covered  as  though 
it  was  Christmas.  It  has  settled  down  somewhat  since, 
and  we  have  had.  intervals  of  bright  sunshine,  but  so  bad 
tilings  have  got  that  even  experienced  anglers  think  it  use- 
less  trying  for  fish  at  all.  A  few  ran  all  the  risks  on 
Monday ,  but  so  far  as  I  know,  the  bulk  returned  fishless, 
indeed  one  or  two  have  informed  me  that  their  friends 
never  saw.  much  more  rose,  a  fish.  From  what  I  hear 
other  localities  have  suffered  similarly,  and  all  round 
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THAMES  A  IT  GLUT  G  EIGHTS. 

Smith  v.  Andrews. 


IMPORTANT  JUDGMENT. 


In  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Chancery  Divi¬ 
sion,  on  Tuesday  week,  Mr.  Justice  North  delivered 
judgment  in  the  above  case,  which  occupied  the 
court  several  days,  and  which  was  concluded  on 
February  18,  and  reported  fully  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  At  the  close  of  the  evidence  his  lordship 
intimated  that  he  would  put  his  judgment  into 
writing  and  deliver  it  at  a  later  period. 

Mr.  Cozens  Hardy,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  and 
Mr.  Stuart  Moore  represented  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  being  represented  by  Mr.  Henn  Collins, 
Q.C.  (now  Mr.  Justice  Henn  Collins),  and  Mr. 
Edward  Abinger. 

The  plaintiff,  Mrs.  Annie  Smith,  a  widow, 
brought  the  action  to  enforce  a  right  of  fishing, 
which  she  claims  as  the  owner  of  a  several 
fishery  in  the  Thames  below  Maidenhead  Bridge, 
and  also  as  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  the 
river  and  the  eyots.  The  defendant  set  up  an 
alleged  public  right  to  fish  in  the  Thames  at  the 
place  in  question.  The  plaintiff’s  pleading, 
adopting  the  quaint  description  contained  in  the 
documents  of  title  under  which  she  claimed, 
averred  that  she  was  “  owner  of  a  several  fishery 
in  the  river  Thames,  together  with  all  the  bucks, 
containing  six  thoroughs,  comprising  the  whole 
stream  of  the  said  river,  from  the  boundary  of 
the  fishery  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Maiden¬ 
head,  near  Maidenhead  Bridge,  leaving  the  said 
bridge  northward  and  extending  ”  to  Broad  Place, 
near  Bray  Point,  for  the  whole  width  of  the 
stream,  and  for  a  farther  distance  for  the  Buck¬ 
inghamshire  half  of  the  stream  as  far  as  the 
lower  end  of  Amerden  Ash  Eyot,  and  was  the 
owner  of  certain  eyots  within  the  stated  boun¬ 
daries,  and  was  also  a  riparian  proprietor.  In 
his  statement  of  defence  the  defendant  alleged 
that  “  the  alleged  several  fishery  claimed  by  the 
plaintiff  was,  still  is,  and  from  time  immemorial 
has  been  ”  part  and  parcel  of  the  river  Thames, 
and  that  the  several  parts  of  the  river  in  which 
he  had  fished  “  were,  and  from  time  whereof  the 
memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary  have  been, 
a  public  and  navigable  river,  and  that  in  the 
said  part  ”  of  the  river  every  subject  of  the 
realm  of  right  had  liberty  and  privilege  of  fish¬ 
ing.  The  defendant  also  averred  that  he  had  a 
licence  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  entitling  to 
fish,  &c.,  in  the  navigable  portion  of  the  river. 
He  also  pleaded  that  he  had  fished  in  the  place 
in  question  for  twenty  years,  and  that  the  public 
had  fished  there  for  sixty  years  without  inter¬ 
ruption. 

Mr.  Justice  North  delivered  judgmentas  follows: — 
'The  plaintiff  in  this  action  claims  to  be  the  owner  of  a 
several  fishery  in  the  river  Thames,  and  also  of  the  bed 
and  soil  thereof,  and  certain  eyots  therein,  the  area 
over  which  the  fishing  and  soil  are  claimed  com¬ 
prising  the  whole  stream  from  the  boundary  of  the 
fishing  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Maidenhead, 
near  the  south  side  of  Maidenhead  Bridge,  as  far  as 
Broad  Place,  near  Bray  ;  and  the  half  stream  only  on 
the  Bucks  side  from  that  point  to  the  lower  end 
of  Amerden  Ash  Eyot,  a  little  above  Monkey  Island. 
She  is  also  undisputedly  the  owner  in  fee  of  the  land 
on  the  Berkshire  shore  extending  along  the  greater 
part  of  that  portion  of  the  river  in  which  she  claims 
the  entire  stream,  but  as  her  title  to  the  bed  of  the 
river  and  fishery,  though  no  doubt  originally 
founded  on  riparian  ownership,  has  long  devolved  as  a 
separate  and  distinct  title,  and  does  not  depend  upon 
any  present  right  of  hers  as  riparian  owner,  it  is  un¬ 
necessary  to  consider  further  the  ownership  by  her  and 
her  predecessors  of  the  land  abutting  upon  the  river. 

The  defendant  is  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  has 
resided  all  his  life  at  Maidenhead,  where  he  earns  his 
livelihood  by  boating  and  fishing.  He  has  frequently 
fished  in  that  part  of  the  Thames  in  which  the  plaintiff 
claims  an  exclusive  right,  and  he  insists  that  he  is  en¬ 
titled  to  fish  there.  He  has  received  repeated  notices 
not  to  do  so  from  the  plaintiff’s  agents,  particularly 
by  verbal  warning  in  July  and  August,  1889,  and  also 
by  a  letter  from  plaintiff’s  solicitor,  dated  August  15, 
1889,  threatening  him  with  legal  proceedings  if  he 
persisted  in  taking  out  parties  to  fish  in  the  plaintiff’s 
water.  He  did  so  persist  ;  and  in  particular,  having 
again  fished  on  November  16  just  in  front  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff ’s  residence,  this  action  was  commenced  on  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  claiming  a  declaration  as  to  the  plaintiff’s 
•title,  damages  for  the  defendant’s  past  trespasses,  and 


an  injunction  to  restrain  similar  trespasses  in  the 
future.  The  defendant  puts  the  plaintiff  to  proof  of 
the  title  she  has  claimed,  and  he  does  not  deny,  but 
proceeds  to  justify,  the  alleged  acts  of  trespass.  He 
also  pleads  that  the  Thames  is,  and  has  been  from  time 
immemorial,  a  public  and  common  navigable  river,  in 
which  every  subject  of  the  realm  has  a  right  to  fish, 
and  he  justifies  thereunder  as  one  of  the  public.  He 
also  pleads  by  way  of  defence  that  he  has  a  licence 
to  fish  in  this  water  from  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and 
that  he  has  for  twenty  years,  and  the  public  have  for 
sixty  years,  caught  and  carried  away  fish  from  the 
waters  in  question  without  interruption,  protest,  or 
complaint  by  the  plaintiff  or  any  other  person.  He  also 
relies  as  a  defence  upon  an  old  statute  of  the  time  of 
Henry  IV.  But.  as  his  counsel  did  not  refer  to  this 
statute,  and  as  it  has  long  been  obsolete,  and  was  as  such 
repealed  in  the  year  1863,  I  need  not  mention  it  again. 

The  plaintiff  's  title  having  been  thus  challenged,  she 
has  thought  it  necessary  or  desirable  to  prove  it  from 
the  earliest  times.  I  do  not  quite  understand  why  this 
course  has  been  adopted.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  necessary  if  that  portion  of  the  Thames  now  in 
question  had  been  affected  by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide,  as  well  as  being  navigable,  for  then  the  bed  or 
soil  of  the  river  would  have  been  in  the  Crown,  and 
the  right  of  fishing  in  the  public,  unless  the  plaintiff 
could  have  made  out  a  valid  title  to  the  fishing 
based  upon  some  grant  by  the  Crown  antecedent 
to  Magna  Charta.  But  it  is  not  suggested  in  this 
action  that  the  Thames,  in  which  we  know  that  in 
Lord  Hale’s  time,  long  before  Teddington  Lock  was 
built,  the  tide  was  not  felt  above  Kingston,  was  ever 
tidal  at  the  part  now  in  question.  But  the  plaintiff’s 
title  to  this  fishing  and  the  bed  and  soil  of  the  river 
having  been  challenged,  she  has  gone  into  it  for 
seven  hundred  years  past,  and  has,  in  my  opinion, 
met  the  challenge  most  effectually.  I  do  not  in¬ 
tend  to  go  through  the  evidence  with  much  detail, 
but  some  reference  to  the  title  established  is  de¬ 
sirable.  The  whole  of  the  river  now  in  dispute 
was  formerly  part  of  the  Manor  of  Bray,  and  this  and 
several  of  the  neighbouring  manors  belonged  to  the 
King  as  Lord  of  those  manors  respectively.  The  docu¬ 
ment  which  in  my  opinion  carries  the  title  farthest 
back  is  an  entry  in  the  Rolls  of  the  King’s  Court  in 
37  and  38  Henry  III.,  a.d.  1253.  It  appears  there¬ 
from  that  Godfrey  de  Lyston  (whom  the  Pipe  Roll  of 
that  date  shows  to  have  been  the  farmer  of  the  manors 
of  Cookham  and  Bray)  had  arrested  at  Bray  Lock 
certain  ships  belonging  to  citizens  of  London,  and 
exacted  a  toll  of  6d.  for  each  ship,  and  accordingly 
Godfrey  de  Lyston  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  citizens  of  London  to  attend 
the  King’s  Council  to  show  his  right  to  do  as  he  had 
done.  He  came  in  and  j  ustified  upon  the  ground  that 
the  King  was  in  seizin  for,  and  entitled  to,  the  toll  in 
question  from  all  ships  from  London  or  elsewhere 
which  passed  by  the  Thames  near  the  King’s  demesne 
of  Bray  and  fixed  a  stake  or  loaded  there  ;  but  did  not 
claim  such  toll  from  ships  which  passed  through 
midlock  by  midstream  without  making  any  stay  upon 
the  land  of  the  lord.  To  that  the  mayor  and  citizens 
rejoined  that  they  had  always  been  free  of  such  toll 
for  their  own  ships  by  the  charters  of  the  predecessors 
of  the  then  King,  and.  being  asked  if  they  were  willing 
it  should  be  inquired  by  the  country  whether  they  had 
used  such  liberty  in  the  time  of  Kings  Henry  II., 
Richard,  John,  and  the  then  King,  they  said  they 
ought  not  to  put  their  liberty,  so  long  used,  upon  any 
country.  And  because  the  citizens  would  not,  concern¬ 
ing  these  matters,  put  themselves  on  an  inquisition, 
nor  in  any  manner  verify  their  usage,  nor  prosecute 
their  right,  it  was  adjudged  that  Godfrey  de  Lyston 
should  go  thence  without  a  day,  and  the  lord  the 
King  should  remain  in  seizin.  This  case  is  valuable 
for  two  reasons — first,  it  draws  a  clear  distinction 
between  the  right  of  navigating  the  river,  for  which 
no  toll  was  payable  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  that 
of  using  the  bed  or  soil  of  the  river  by  staying 
thereon,  or  fixing  a  stake  therein,  for  which  a  toll 
was  demanded  ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  right  of  the 
King  as  lord  of  the  manor  to  the  soil  was  not  dis¬ 
puted,  and  in  fact  the  mayor  and  citizens  admitted  it 
by  resting  their  alleged  immunity  from  toil  upon 
charters  granted  by  the  King’s  predecessors,  whose 
right  to  make  such  grants  was  thus  asserted  and 
relied  on.  This  record  is  therefore  very  strong 
evidence  that  at  this  lime  (1253)  the  right  to  the  bed 
and  soil  of  the  river  at  the  part  in  question  was  and 
long  had  been  in  the  King  as  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Bray.  There  could  hardly  be  any  stronger  evidence 
of  ownership  than  that  here  recorded.  There  are 
very  numerous  other  documents  showing  the  rights  of 
the  King  as  lord  to  the  bed  or  soil  of  and  the  fishery 
in  the  Thames  throughout  the  manor.  A  valor  or 
inquisition  as  to  the  value  of  that  manor  in  the  time 
of  Henry  III.  includes  the  profit  of  the  fisheries  in  the 
Thames  with  one  new  gort  which  Godfrey  de 
Lyston  had  caused  to  be  constructed  ;  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  such  a  gort  (which  means  a  weir,  or 


something  more— see  the  various  explanations  of  the 
word  in  10  H.L.C.,  620)  was  an  act  of  ownership  of 
the  soil  by  the  lord  whose  farmer  erected  it  and  paid 
rent  for  it.  The  same  valor  also  states  that  the 
parson  and  three  other  persons  named  have  fishermen 
in  the  Thames  fishing  with  such  nets  and  engines  aa 
the  lord  the  King  permits  to  fish.  Numerous  cases, 
out  of  a  very  much  larger  number,  are  put  in  evidence 
from  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Ministers’ 
accounts,  and  other  memoranda  preserved  at  the 
Public  Record  Office,  of  receipts  by  the  keepers  or 
receivers  of  the  Manor  of  Bray,  of  rents  for  the  fishery 
of  the  Thames,  which  was  sometimes  let  for  the  year 
and  sometimes  for  longer  periods,  and  also  of  payments 
of  small  sums  by  many  persons  to  whom  particular 
licences  to  fish  in  various  prescribed  modes  were 
granted.  In  some  case  eyots  in  the  Thames,  with  the 
right  to  cut  osiers  therein,  were  demised  with  the 
fishing  where  let  for  a  term.  The  earliest  Pipe  Roll 
produced  (1216-1253)  also  contains  admissions  of 
receipts  of  rent  for  a  weir  in  the  river  ;  and  the 
ownership  of  a  weir  is  very  strong  evidence  of  the 
ownership  of  the  soil :  See  in  Lord  Hale  “  De  J  ure  Maris,” 
p.  18,  and  the  Abbot  of  St.  Benedict  Hulme’s  case, 
stated  at  p.  20.  Like  entries  appear  in  the  keepers’ 
accounts  from  time  to  time.  From  an  entry 
in  the  Originalia  Roll  of  2  Edward  III.  (1328)  it 
appears  that  this  rent  was  a  fee  farm-rent  for  a  weir 
in  the  part  of  the  Thames  called  Braybrook,  and  that 
in  that  year  the  King,  at  the  request  of  the  Earl  of 
Surrey,  “  pardoned  the  transgression  ”  of  a  person 
who  had  acquired  that  weir — viz.,  at  Bray— from  a 
former  owner  without  the  King’s  licence.  Permission 
to  make  new  and  enlarge  or  -alter  old  weirs  was  also 
sought  and  obtained  from  time  to  time,  though  it  may 
be  noticed  in  passing  that  by  virtue  of  numerous 
statutes,  from  the  time  of  Magna  Charta  downwards, 
the  erection  or  maintenance  of  any  weirs  which  could 
interfere  with  the  use  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
navigation  was  forbidden.  The  same  accounts  also 
contains  very  frequent  entries  of  receipts  for  tolls 
paid  by  ships  for  loading  at  Bray,  or  at  Ocle  in  the 
same  manor,  the  name  of  which  is  still  preserved  in 
Oakleigh.  The  Ministers’  accounts,  some  of  which 
have  thus  been  put  in  evidence,  extend  over  nearly 
four  centuries,  the  latest  produced  being  one  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  for  the  year  1625-6.  In  the  year 
1608  a  formal  survey,  now  preserved  in  the  Land 
Revenue  Record  Office,  was  made  of  the  Manor  of 
Bray,  by  which  the  true  bounds  of  that  manor  were 
defined  in  great  detail.  It  begins  at  a  croke  or  corner 
of  the  Thames  called  Ryddles  poole  (a  name  still 
existing  and  shown  on  the  Ordnance  maps  near  Surly- 
hall),  and  then  continues  round  the  southern,  western, 
and  northern  sides  of  the  manor  in  a  line  we  need  not 
follow  until  it  reaches  the  town  of  Maidenhead.  It 
then  runs  through  the  middle  of  Maidenhead-street, 
and  the  middle  of  Maidenhead  bridge  to  the  farther 
end  thereof,  “  and  so  keepinge  the  further  syde  of  the 
said  Thamys  unto  Ryddles  poole,  and  so  over  the 
Thamys  to  the  croke  where  it  began.”  This  clearly 
includes  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  Thames  now  in 
question,  and  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  doubt 
about  this  the  survey  also  contains  this  passage  : — 
“  And  we  do  present  that  the  King  hath  the  whole 
royalty  of  the  whole  stream  of  the  river  of  Thames  to 
go  with  great  nets  from  Maidenhead  bridge  to  Ryddles 
poole  with  iv  eyots  and  all  new  gathered  ground  for 
the  which  his  four  fishers  pay  yearly  at  the  Feast  of 
St.  Michaeal,  xxxiii.s.,  iv.d  :  ”  this  being,  it  may 
be  observed,  the  same  rent  regularly  received  by  the 
receivers  or  keepers  of  the  manor  from  the  tenants 
of  the  fishery  from  as  far  back  as  the  year  1476  down 
to  the  last  account  for  the  year  1626.  It  is  worth 
while  also  to  refer  to  a  transaction  of  rather  earlier 
date.  From  the  Patent  Roll  of  24  Elizabeth  (1582)  it 
appears  that  the  old  bridge  at  Maidenhead  was  greatly 
decayed  and  dangerous,  as  a  fraternity  and  guild  which 
used  to  keep  it  in  repair  had  been  dissolved,  and  the 
Queen,  with  a  view  to  the  maintenance  of  the  bridge 
in  the  future,  constituted  the  town  a  free  town  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 
the  warden,  bridge-master,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
of  the  town  of  Maydenheth,  and  to  the  intent  that  the 
bridge  might  be  better  repaired  and  maintained 
granted  to  them  all  the  water  under  the  bridge  and 
for  50ft.  on  the  north  and  south  sides  thereof  on 
either  bank,  together  with  the  soil,  ground,  and  fish¬ 
ing  of  the  same.  Numerous  extracts  have  also  been 
put  in  evidence  from  the  Court  Rolls  of  the  Manor  of 
Bray,  which  are  extant  as  far  back  as  the  end  of  the 
13th  century.  They  teem  with  entries  relating 
to  the  fishing ;  they  show  the  receipts  of  payments 
from  large  numbers  of  persons  for  licences  to 
fish ;  that  persons  who  fished  without  a  licence,  or 
who,  having  licences,  exceeded  their  licences  by 
fishing  beyond  the  limits  for  which  they  were 
granted,  or  by  the  use  of  any  engines  not  thereby 
authorised,  were  summoned,  attached,  or  distrained 
to  attend,  and  were  in  some  cases  *•  amerced  ”  for 
what  they  had  done,  and  in  other  cases  were 
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pardoned  ;  that  in  some  instances  men  were  proceeded 
against  for  appropriating  salmon  (which  seems  to 
have  been  a  “  lord’s  ”  fish,  though  it  is  not  a  royal 
fish),  and  in  one  case  that  a  licensee  in  previous  years 
was  summoned  because  he  had.  not  paid  for  a  licence 
m  ,current  Tear »'  t»ufc  having  proved  that  he  had 
not  fished  in  that  year,  he  was  allowed  to  go  quit. 
The  court  rolls  also  show  various  payments  made  for 
the  use  of  borrachiae,  or  bucks,  and  stachiae,  or  stakes  ; 
as  to  which  Lord  Hale  says  that  they  are  the  very  soil 
itself,  and  so  frequently  agreed  in  our  books. 

After  reference  to  further  records  of  ownership,  his 
Lordship  continued  as  follows 

All  these  documents  shew  that  during  the  centuries 
over  which  they  extend  the  right  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Bray  to  the  bed  of  the  Thames  and  the  fishing 
therein  was  clearly  established,  and  was  most  carefully 
and  zealously  maintained,  guarded,  and  enforced 
against  all  persons.  The  most  strict  preserver  of  the 
present  day  could  not  have  done  more  to  protect  and 
maintain  his  rights  and  prevent  encroachments  thereon 
than  documents  still  extant  show  was  done  systema¬ 
tically  during  the  hundreds  of  years  through  which 
the  title  is  traced  down  to  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and 
Mr.  Henn  Collins,  the  defendant’s  counsel,  admitted 
that  for  this  period  the  plaintiff  had  made  out  an 
overwhelming  title  to  what  she  now  cliims,  which  no 
one  could  dispute. 

His  Lordship  then  referred  to  the  alienation  of  the 
fishing  by  Charles  I.,  and  traced  the  subsequent  title 
(except  for  the  period  between  1632  and  1748)  down  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  then  continued  :  — 
i  ®.°  ,  .^.r’ ,  therefore,  as  a  title  on  paper  goes,  the 
plaintiffs  title  is  wonderfully  clear,  and  there  are 
probably  not  many  owners  of  property  in  England 
w  o  can  show  such  a  title.  But  a  mere  paper  title 
may  be  challenged  and  displaced ;  and  it  is  necessary 
to  consider  how  far  the  possession  has  been  in 
accordance  with  this  title,  at  any  rate  as  to  recent 
times,  during  which  corroborative  evidence  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be  forthcoming. 

His  Lordship  then  referred  to  the  various  persons 
named  in  the  title-deeds  from  time  to  time  as  occupiers 
and  to  their  names  all  appearing  in  the  rate-books 
from  1748  downwards  ;  and  thus  proceeded 
These  rate-books  clearly  are  evidence,  as  bein'* 
entries  made  by  public  officers,  in  discharge  of  ” 
duty  to  ascertain  who  is  the  owner  of  the  property, 
and  to  enter  his  name  as  the  person  rateable  in 
respect  of  it,  and  so  it  was  held  by  Field,  J.,  in 
Blount  v.  Layard.  The  entries  in  the  rate-books,  from 
first  to  last,  correspond  precisely  with  and  confirm  the 
Btatements  as  to  the  occupation  of  the  property  found 
n  the  title-deeds,  and  these  rate-books  are  important 
evidence  also  in  another  way.  In  all  the  earlier 
books,  down  to  1782,  the  entry  is  merely  the  name  of 
the  person  rated,  and  that  it  is  ‘-for  water”—  e.a 
the  entry  in  September,  1748,  runs  thus  “  Richard 
Bound,  for  water,  3s.  6d.”  But  under  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  and,  indeed,  until  very  recently,  mere 
water— i.e.,  a  mere  incorporeal  fishery  unconnected 
with  the  ownership  of  the  soil— was  not  rateable  at 
all.  A  man  could  only  be  rated  to  the  poor  rate  if  he 
was  an  occupier  of  land.  In  “  Rex  v.  Ellis  ”  (1  M. 
and  S.,  652)  a  man  wau  held  rateable  in  respect  of  a 
fishery  because  a  stake  to  which  his  nets  were  fastened 
was  fixed  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  this  was  held  to 
be  sufficient  evidence  of  his  right  to  the  soil,  and 
consequent  liability  to  be  rated.  Here  there  is  much 
more.  In  1748  Richard  Round  could  only  be  rated 
because  he  was  the  occupier  of  the  land  covered  with 
water  i.e.,  because  the  soil  of  the  river  was  let  to 
him  and  the  granting  of  leases  relating  to  the  soil  is 
the  exercise  of  acts  of  ownership  as  to  such  soil. 

year  1797  the  rate-books  are  somewhat 
different  in  form— the  person  rated  is  named  as 
“  occupier  ;  ”  the  rating  is  described  as  a  “  fishery 
and  eyots  ;  ”  and  the  rent  and  rate  are  given.  From 
the  year  1846  the  name  of  the  owner  also  is  added 
the  entry  in  that  year  describing  Simon  Wilder 
occupier,  and  Sarah  Payn  as  owner.  As  far  back  as 
living  memory  goes,  the  payment  of  these  rates  by 
the  occupier  is  duly  proved.  Another  important 
piece  of  evidence  is  this.  Soon  after  the  year  1772 
Maidenhead  bridge  was  rebuilt,  and  the  records  of  the 
corporation  show  that  in  1778  Christopher  Poulton 
(who  appears,  by  both  title-deeds  and  rate-books  to 
have  been  at  that  time  tenant  of  the  fishery)  com- 
plained  of  the  great  injury  his  fishing  bucks, then  and 
still  existing  a  little  below  the  bridge,  had  sustained 
from  the  rebuilding  thereof,  and  he  had  nearly  lost  his 
livelihood  thereby  ;  and  in  consequence  of  such  com¬ 
plaints  the  corporation  submitted  to  incur  a  consider¬ 
able  expense  in  removing  the  ballast,  sand,  and  gravel 
which  the  erection  of  the  bridge  had  caused  to  accu¬ 
mulate  about  Christopher  Poulton’s  bucks,  and  the 
work  was  done  under  their  orders.  The  makin<*  of 
8,?bnilssion  t0  complaint  is  cogent  evidence 
that  the  person  conaplaining  was  interested  in  the 
land  and  soil  to  which  the  injury  was  done,  and  the 
existence  and  use  of  the  bucks  is  so  too.  About  the 
year  1836  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  re¬ 
quired  to  carry  their  line  across  that  part  of  the 


Thames  now  in  question,  and  obtained  from  Miss  Payn 
an  abstract  of  her  title,  and  they  subsequently  took 
the  land  and  made  their  railway  bridge  where  it  now 
stands.  They  examined  the  deeds,  though  the  abstract 
d<?®s  „n°k  ®b°vv  it ;  for  they  took  an  objection  to  the 
title  founded  upon  part  of  James  Payn’s  will  that  was 
not  abstracted,  alleging  that  by  the  terms  thereof 
Miss  Payn  was  incapacitated  from  selling,  and  bound 
to  settle  this  property.  The  company  accordingly  did 
not  take  a  conveyance  from  her,  but  paid  the  pur¬ 
chase  money  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  that 
Court  in  November,  1837,  paid  the  money  out  to  her 
as  absolute  owner.  We  now  come  to  actual  dealings 
with  the  fishery  itself  within  living  memory,  which 
are  very  important.  As  regards  the  tenancies  in 
previous  times,  actual  occupation  cannot  be  proved 
(as  the  receipts  for  rent  are,  naturally  enough,  not 
now  forthcoming)  except  by  the  important  evidence 
ol  the  rate-books  ;  but  with  respect  to  more  recent 
dates  direct  evidence  is  forthcoming,  and,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  the  testimony  of  Jonathan  Bond  is  very  valuable. 
He  is  a  boat-builder  at  Maidenhead,  who  was  born  in 
August,  1818,  and  has  lived  in  this  district  and  known 
the  fishery  all  his  life.  He  was  a  very  intelligent 
and  straightforward  witness,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
entirely  trustworthy.  He  remembers  Lovegrove’s 
tenancy,  he  being  the  person  mentioned  in  Miss 
Bayns  will  in  1845  as  a  former  occupier,  and  shown 
qi  i  t  ra^e’^)00^:s  have  been  rated  as  occupier  from 
1811  to  1830.  Bond  describes  the  occupation  of  the 
bucks  and  eyots,  and  of  the  fishery  generally,  by  him 
and  by  Simon  Wilder,  who  succeeded  him,  and  was 
occupier  from  1830  till  his  death  in  1848,  and  is 
referred  to  as  the  present  occupier  in  Miss  Payn’s 
will  She  on  April  25,  1842,  made  a  lease  to  him  for 
°nf  7ears  tbe  whole  fishery  now  in  question, 
and  the  eel  bucks  then  and  now  existing  thereon,  and 
the  eyots  in  the  river  at  a  rent  of  £10,  and  he  cove¬ 
nanted  to  pay  the  rent  and  all  the  rates  and  taxes, 
except  the  land  tax.  The  lease  in  terms  demises  the 
lands  covered  with  water,  '  and  describes  the  premises 
as  formerly  occupied  by  Thomas  Dean,  afterwards  by 

w-ia  Ve^o°ve’  and  tben  *n  tbe  occupation  of  Simon 
Simon  Wilder  died  in  1848,  and  his  widow 
held  the  fishery  for  a  short  time,  and  then  sold  all  her 
interest  to  Jonathan  Bond,  and  he,  on  January  8. 1851 
took  a  new  lease  in  similar  terms  from  Miss  Payn  of 
the  same  property  for  12  years  at  a  rent  of  £35,  and 
after  the  expiration  of  that  term  continued  tenant  on 
the  same  terms  till  Mr.  James  Payn  Lewis  sold  the 
property  when  he  gave  it  up,  about  1870.  He  gained 
his  livelihood  by  the  fishery,  as  S.  Wilder  had 
done  before  him.  Mr.  Ouvry  did  not  let  the 
fishery,  but  retained  it  in  his  own  hands,  though 
in  1872  he  let  the  eyots  to  one  Mickley,  “except 
the  right  of  fishing  in  the  Thames,”  which 
he  reserved  to  himself.  But  in  the  year  1874  he 
granted  a  licence  to  Harry  Wilder  to  use  the  eel 
bucks  and  to  catch  eels  in  his  fishery,  on  condition 
that  he  warned  off  all  trespassers  on  Mr.  Ouvry’s 

wli^/  *nformed  him  °f  any  such  trespass,  as 
Wilder  thereby  agreed  to  do.  That  licence  was,  after 
Mr.  Ouvry  s  death,  in  1881,  determined  by  notice  by 
Mr.  Ouvry  s  trustees  in  December  of  that  year,  but  a 
fresh  licence  to  use  the  bucks  and  catch  eels  was 
granted  by  the  plaintiff  in  November,  1883,  to  H. 
Wilder,  whose  father  had  been  tenant  before  him  for 
one  year  at  a  rent  of  £8,  on  condition  that  he  should 

Mar\  iQofl  tr®8pas30« !  bufc  was  revoked  in 
March,  1884,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  pay  his 

rent,  and,  instead  of  warning  off  trespassers  according 
o  his  licence,  had  encouraged  persons  to  encroach 
on  the  plaintiffs  rights.  He  did  subsequently  pay 
the  rent.  From  the  time  when  Bond  took  over  the 
fishery  the  rates  have  been  paid  regularly  down  to  the 
present  time,  and  the  rents  payable  under  the 
leases  have  all  been  duly  paid.  It  is  also 
proved  that  during  Simon  Wilder’s  tenancy  a  fishin<* 
club  called  the  Thames  Trout  Club,  was  formed,  and 
they  (with  other  water)  leased  from  him,  and  from 
Bond  after  him,  for  many  years  at  a  rent  of  £30,  the 
right  of  angling  in  this  part  of  the  river  for  all  fish 
except  ee!s,  amd  many  witnesses  on  both  sides  proved 
that  this  club  regularly  employed  keepers  to  protect 
the  fishery  and  to  keep  off  poachers,  though  the  de¬ 
fendant  s  witnesses  say  that  by  poaching  they  mean 
the  use  of  night  lines,  nets,  and  spears.  There  is  evi¬ 
dence  that  these  keepers  did  to  some  extent  warn  off 
anglers,  and  I  think  it  is  clearly  proved  that  anglers 
from  the  towing-path  were  sent  away  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  both  by  these  keepers  and  by  Simon  Wilder  • 
and  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  land  on  the 
Berks  side,  where  the  towing-path  is,  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  these  persons  were  interfered  with 
because  they  were  fishing  in  the  river,  and  not 
because  they  were  trespassing  on  the  towing-path 
Several  witnesses  also  speak  of  notice  boards  against 
trespass  on  the  Berkshire  shore  many  years  ago  which 
have  long  since  disappeared,  but  they  differ  as  to 
whether  they  warned  persons  not  to  trespass  on  the 
land  or  on  the  fishery.  Possibly  both  may  be  ri<*ht 
but  this  evidence  as  to  notices  is  not  sufficiently  pre¬ 
cise  to  be  of  any  value.  There  are  various  other  acts 


of  ownership  proved  to  which  reference  may  be  shortly 
made.  It  is  proved  that  for  the  last  fifty  years  the 
persons  claiming  the  fishery  and  their  tenants  have 
cut  the  osiers  on  and  otherwise  used  the  eyots  demised 
with  the  fishery,  and  kept  trespassers  off  them  A 
more  important  matter  is  that  the  plaintiff  and’ her 
predecessors  and  their  tenants  have  always  got  gravel 
from  the  bed  of  the  Thames  without  interruption  from 
any  one.  Bond  says  that  in  his  tenancy  he  got  and 
,  .  “any  thousand,  tons,  and  is  doing  so  still  for  the 
plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  has  also  since  her  purchase  at 
an  expense  of  £150  renewed  the  old  bucks  and  driven, 
the  piles  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  restore  an 
ancient  footbridge  from  her  riparian  property  to  one  of 
the  eyots,  and,  on  the  Thames  Conservancy  makin<* 
S?“V«quiry  aa  t0  this-  the  riffhfcs  claimed  by  the 
satisfied  W6re  explamed  to  tbem-  and  they  were- 

It  is  necessary,  as  the  defendant  sets  up  by  way 
of  defence  a  licence  from  the  Conservancy,  to  refer 
shortly  to  the  position  of  that  body.  They  were 
created  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  of  1857,  which, 
began  by  reciting  the  title  of  the  Crown  to  the  ground 
and  soil  of  all  rivers,  creeks,  and  arms  of  the  sea, 
and  the  shores  of  the  same  between  the  ordinary  high, 
and  low  watermarks,  from  the  mouths  or  entrances  to- 
the  same  from  the  main  sea  upwards  and  into  the  coun¬ 
try  so  far  as  the  water  flows  and  reflows  at  ordinary 
tides,  except  only  such  parts  of  those  rivers  as  were 
held  by  or  vested  in  other  persons  by  prescription, 
Royal  grant,  or  Act  of  Parliament.  By  that  Act  con¬ 
servators  were  appointed  for  the  regular  manwe- 
ment  and  supervision  of  the  Thimes  from  Staines°to  ■ 
the  sea,  commonly  called  the  lower  Thames,  and  they- 
were  authorised  to  make  bye-laws  and  regulations  for  - 
the  management  and  improvement  of  the  river  and. 
navigation,  an  1  for  the  government,  good  order,  and 
regulation  of  vessels  thereon  and  persons  navigating 
the  same,  an  1  alsc  to  dredge,  cleanse,  and  scour  for  - 
that  purpose,  and  abate  all  obstructions  and  nuisances 
in  the  Ihames.  It  was  expressly  provided  that  nothing 
therein  was  to  take  away,  alter,  or  abridge  the  riarht 
or  claim  of  any  owner  and  occupier  of  lands  or  here- 
ditaments  on  the  banks  or  of  any  eyots  or  islands.  By 
the  Ihames  Conservancy  Act  of  1864  (also  relatin'*  to 
the  lower  Thames  only)  the  conservators  were  autho¬ 
rised  to  make  bye-laws  (section  65)  for  protecting 
preserving,  and  regulating  the  fisheries  in  the  Thames 
and  the  preservation  of  the  fish;  for  the  registration 
of  boats  used  for  fishing  by  professional  fishermen  or 
let  on  hire  for  fishing,  and  the  governing  of  fishermen, 
and  persons  keeping  or  letting  such  boats  ;  for  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  use  of  improper  nets  and  apparatus  for 
taxing  fish  ;  for  fixing  close  times  and  regulating  the 
employment  of  water  bailiffs  ;  but  it  was  provided 
(section  67)  that  neither  the  Act  nor  any  bye-laws 
thereunder  should,  except  as  to  bye-laws  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  fish,  prohibiting  netting,  fixing  close 
times,  and  the  provisions  as  to  water  bailiffs  extend  to 
takeaway,  alter,  or  abridge  any  right,  claim,  or  privi¬ 
lege  to  which  any  owner  or  occupier  of  any  private 
fishing  m  the  Thames  was  entitled  or  to  empower  the 
conservators  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the  rights 
ol  such  owners  or  occupiers,  but  the  same  should 
remain  and  continue  has  if  the  Act  had  never  been 
made.  By  an  Act  of  1866  (c.  89),  the  conservancy  of 
the  upper  Thames  also,  between  Staines  and  Crick- 
lade,  was  for  the  first  time  vested  in  the  conser¬ 
vators  of  that  river.  Previously  to  this  date  certain 
powers  tor  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  upper  Thames  had  been  vested  in  a 
y,  ca^.edA  the  Upper  Navigation  Commissioners, 
but  by  this  Act  all  the  property  and  powers  of  those 
commissioners  were  transferred  to  and  vested  in  the 
conservators,  and  the  commissioners  were  discon¬ 
tinued.  And  it  was  enacted  (section  46)  that  the 
conservators  should  have  the  same  or  the  like  powers 
and  authorities  over  the  Thames  and  Isis  between 
Staines  and  Cricklade  as  they  already  had  in  the 
Thames  below  Staines,  and  by  section  42  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Conservancy  Acts  respecting  the  bye-laws 
V  ®xJend  and  aPP^y  to  bye-laws  for  the  purposes 
of  that  Act.  By  section  43  the  property  in  all  locks 

hPiTVi^d  ™lrs  th3n  existing  in  or  on  the  stream  or 
bed  ot  the  Thames  was  transferred  to  and  vested  in  the 
conservators  subject  to  certain  provisions  for  preserv¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  or  compens  ating  the  owners  thereof 
Jfufc  a11  other  respects  the  rights  of  existing  owners 
of  the  banks  and  bed  of  the  stream  and  the  fisheries 
therein  were  left  unaffected.  In  1885  an  Act  was 
passed  for  the  preservation  of  the  river  Th  imes  above 
Staines  for  the  purposes  of  public  recreation,  and  the 
regulation  of  the  pleasure  traffic  thereon.  It  was  the 
outcome  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  previous  year.  The  Act  recites  that 
the  Thames  is  a  navigable  highway ;  that  by  reason 
of  the  increase  of  population  in  Loudon  and  other 
places  near  the  river,  it  had  come  to  be  largely  use! 

exnpJlaCf  f°f  pabllc  recreation  and  resort,  an  1  ft  was 
expedient  to  make  provision  for  regulating  the  traffij 
and  the  keeping  o:  public  order  and  prevention  of 
nuisances,  to  the  intent  that  the  river  mi*ht  be  pre¬ 
served  as  a  place  of  regulated  public  recreation.  By 
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section  I  the  right  of  all  persons,  whether  for  plea¬ 
sure  or  profit,  to  pass  and  repass  in  boats  and  vessels 
was  declared,  an  1  section  4  included  a  right  of 
anchoring  or  mooring  for  a  reasonable  time,  pro¬ 
vided  that  nothing  in  that  Act  or  in  any  bye-law 
made  thereun  ler  should  be  construed  to  deprive 
any  riparian  owner  of  any  legal  rights  he  might 
possess  in  the  soil  or  bed  of  the  river.  The  Act  also 
empowered  the  conservators  to  make  bye-laws  as  to 
the  regulation  and  registration  of  all  boats  used  for 
pleasure  navigation,  whether  private  or  let  for  hire. 
Under  these  Acts  bye-laws  have  from  time  to  time 
been  passed,  the  last  edition  being  dated  in  1883. 
The  11th  provides  that  every  person  following  the 
business  of  fisherman  on  the  Thames,  or  who  shall 
keep  to  be  let  for  hire  for  fishing  any  boat  or  punt, 
shall  cause  his  name  and  place  of  abode  to  be  duly 
registered  as  thereby  provided.  The  defendant  has 
complied  with  this  bye-law  and  has  put  his  licence  in 
evidence,  and  it  is  upon  this  that  he  bases  the  fifth 
paragraph  of  his  defence,  justifying  his  alleged  tres¬ 
passes  upon  the  ground  that  he  is  the  holder  of  a  licence 
granted  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  entitling  him  to 
fish,  take,  and  carry  away  fish  in  any  navigable  portion 
of  the  river  Thames.  The  document  in  question  is  a 
mere  certificate  of  compliance  with  the  bye-law,  and 
does  not  purport  to  confer  any  right  or  title  to  fish. 
Even  if  it  did  it  would  be  wholly  inoperative  and 
void  as  against  the  plaintiff  under  section  67  of  the 
Act  of  1864. 

By  the  bye-laws  in  force  from  time  to  time  the 
use  in  the  Thames  of  certain  nets  has  been  authorised, 
all  others  being  prohibited.  Within  the  latter  are 
what  are  called  hoop -nets  and  drag-nets,  and  this 
prohibition  extends  to  private  fisheries.  But  the 
bye-laws  authorise  the  commissioners  to  grant  a 
special  license  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  private 
fishery  for  the  use  of  hoop  and  drag-nets  of  specified 
size  and  mesh  in  his  private  fishery,  and  the  com¬ 
missioners  did  grant  such  a  licence  to  Mr.  Ouvry,  the 
plaintiff’s  predecessor  in  title.  They  did  therefore 
recognise  and  treat  the  fishery  now  in  question  as  a 
private  fishery  for  whatever,  if  anything,  such  re¬ 
cognition  may  be  worth.  Before  passing  away  from 
these  Acts  I  must  remark  that  there  is  not  anything  in 
them  from  beginning  to  end  recognising  any  right  of 
fishing  by  the  public.  If  this  were  intended,  it  is 
inconceivable  that  it  should  not  have  been  expressed 
in  the  Act  of  1885,  especially  when  one  bears  in  mind 
the  full  inquiry  which  had  taken  place  before  a 
select  committee  immediately  before  the  passing  of 
that  Act.  On  the  other  hand,  the  existence  of  rights 
of  private  owners  is  expressly  recognised.  The  right 
of  free  navigation  is  declared  and  secured,  but  before 
and  ever  since  the  time  of  Lord  Hale,  the  co-existence 
of  the  right  of  a  private  owner  to  the  bed  of  a  non- 
tidal  river  and  the  fishery  therein  with  the  right  of 
the  public  to  use  it  for  navigation  have  been  re¬ 
cognised  and  well  established.  The  idea  is  sometimes 
entertained  that  the  right  to  pass  along  a  public 
navigable  river  carries  with  it  the  right  to  fish  in  it, 
but  so  far  as  regards  non-tidal  rivers  this  is  not 
so.  No  lawyer  could  take  that  view.  Persons  using 
a  navigable  highway  no  more  acquire  thereby  a  right 
to  fish  there  than  persons  passing  along  a  public  high¬ 
way  on  land  have  any  right  to  shoot  upon  it.  Some 
few  passages  may  be  found  in  the  books  in  which 
judges  are  reported  to  have  said  that  subjects  have  a 
right  to  fish  in  navigable  rivers,  just  as  in  the  sea  ; 
but  on  investigation  it  always  will  be  found  that  they 
are  referring  to  navigable  rivers  where  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flow  s,  and  nothing  else. 

The  case  of  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  2  Ir.  C  L.  R.  143,  in  tho 
Common  Pleas  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1868,  was  an 
action  of  trespass  for  breaking  and  entering  the 
plaintiff’s  close  covered  with  water,  called  the  river 
Barrow,  and  catching  and  taking  away  the  plaintiff’s 
fish  there  ;  the  part  of  the  river  where  these  acts  were 
done  being  above  the  influence  of  the  tide.  The  de¬ 
fendant’s  pleading  alleged  that  the  river  was  a  public 
navigable  river  in  which  every  subject  of  the  nation 
had  exercised  and  enjoyed  of  right  the  liberty  and 
privilege  of  fishing  from  time  immemorial.  These  facts 
were  all  admitted  by  a  demurrer  to  the  plea,  put  in 
on  the  ground  that  no  such  right  as  alleged  could 
belong  to  or  be  acquired  by  the  public  in  an  inland 
river  above  the  point  where  the  tide  ceased  to  ebb  and 
flow.  The  demurrer  was  allowed,  and  the  plaintiff’s 
legal  right  was  thereby  established.  Most  of  the 
authorities  upon  the  subject  will  be  found  collected 
in  the  exhaustive  judgment  of  the  Court,  delivered  by 
Lord  0’ Hagan.  At  p.  152,  he  says,  “  Upon  a  full 
consideration  of  all  the  cases,  it  will,  I  think,  appear 
that  no  river  has  ever  been  held  navigable,  so  as  to 
vest  in  the  Crown  its  bed  and  soil,  and  in  the  public 
the  right  of  fishing,  merely  because  it  has  been  used 
as  a  general  highway  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  : 
and  that  beyond  the  point  to  which  the  tide  ebbs  and 
flows,  even  in  a  river  so  used  for  public  purposes, 
the  soil  is  prima  facie  in  the  riparian  owners,  and  the 
right  of  fishing  is  private.”  And  a  little  farther  on 
he  says,  “In  Malcolmson  v.  O'Dea  ”  (10  H.  L.  C.), 
“Mr/ Justice  Willes,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 


judges,  said,  1  The  soil  of  all  navigable  rivers  like  the 
Shannon,  so  far  as  the  tide  flows  and  flows,  is  prima 
facie  in  the  Crown,  and  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
public.’  This  broadly  states  the  principles  on  which 
our  judgment  proceeds— at  once  giving  the  true  legal 
qualification  to  the  word  ‘  navigable,’  and  defining 
and  limiting  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and  the  public.’, 
Although  that  decision  of  a  court  in  Ireland  is  not, 
the  authorities  upon  which  it  is  founded  are  binding 
upon  me.  Again,  in  Orr-Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,  2  App. 
C.  839,  Lord  Hatherley,  speaking  of  the  Leven,  a 
navigable  but  non-tidal  river,  flowing  from  Loch 
Lomond  to  the  Clyde,  says  at  p.  846,  “  There  are  two 
totally  distinct  and  different  things  :  the  one  is  the 
right  of  property,  and  the  other  is  the  right  of  navi¬ 
gation.  The  right  of  navigation  is  simply  a  right  of 
way.”  Lord  Blackburn,  at  p.  854,  makes  remarks  to 
the  same  effect.  And  Lord  Gordon  says,  at  p.  868  : 
“Where  a  river  is  navigable,  free  and  open  to  the 
public,  the  right  which  the  public  have  in  such  a 
river  is  substantially  a  mere  right  to  use  the  river  for 
the  purposes  of  navigation,  similar  to  the  right  the 
public  have  to  passage  along  a  public  road  or  footpath 
through  a  private  estate.”  The  recent  unreported 
case  of  Blount  v.  Layard,  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  is 
also  precisely  in  point,  and  undistinguishable  from  the 
present  case. 

To  prevent  misconception.  I  would  add  that  when 
the  bed  or  soil  is  said  to  belong  to  the  riparian  owner, 
the  reference  is  to  the  origin  of  the  title  only.  The 
right  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  not  inseparably 
bound  up  for  ever  with  the  right  to  the  bank.  An  owner 
of  both  may  retain  one  and  part  with  the  other,  as 
in  the  present  case,  the  bed  of,  and  fishing  in,  the 
stream  having  become  a  separate  property,  to  which 
the  title  is  separately  traced. 

The  junior  counsel  for  the  defendant,  Mr.  Abinger, 
suggested  that  the  use  of  the  word  “  recreation  ”  in 
the  Act  of  1885,  might  confer  a  right  to  fish  ;  but  I 
do  not  think  so.  The  object  of  the  Act  was  to  preserve 
existing  rights,  not  to  create  new  ones  or  destroy  old 
ones,  and  the  right  to  navigate  for  recreation  would 
no  more  confer  a  right  to  fish  than  a  right  to  enter 
on  land  to  erect  booths  for  a  fair,  or  for  horse  races, 
or  for  pastime  and  recreation  (all  rights  recognised  by 
law),  would  authorise  the  milking  the  cattle,  or  clip¬ 
ping  the  sheep,  or  appropriating  the  game  or  rabbits 
found  thereon. 

It  may  be  said  also,  that  the  provisions  for  preser¬ 
vation  of  fish,  and  against  netting,  would  be  of  no 
benefit  to  the  public  unless  they  had  a  right  to  fish. 
But  there  are  very  large  portions  of  the  river  in 
which  the  public  are  at  liberty  to  fish  without  inter¬ 
ference  ;  not  from  any  right  of  their  own,  but  because 
the  real  proprietors  of  the  soil  and  fishery  cannot 
trace  and  establish  their  title  ;  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
plaintiff,  do  not  desire  to  exclude  the  public.  This  is 
quite  sufficient  to  account  for  these  provisions,  with¬ 
out  holding  that  they  were  intended  to  take  away 
vested  rights  of  property  in  the  owners  of  fisheries  ; 
which  is  clearly  not  within  the  scope  or  intent  of 
these  Acts. 

I  must  now  refer  to  what  is  made  by  the 
defendant  the  leading  feature  in  his  case— viz., 
the  mode  in  and  extent  to  which  the  defendant 
and  others  have  in  fact  fished  the  waters  in  question. 
There  is  a  considerable  body  of  evidence  that  for 
forty  or  fifty  years  past  all  persons  who  thought  fit 
have  fished  without  let  or  hindrance  and  without 
being  interfered  with  by  any  person,  without  leave 
or  licence,  and  as  what  they  call  a  matter  of  right. 
It  has  been  proved  also  that  this  has  been  done  very 
frequently  in  the  presence  or  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  fishery.  The  evidence 
is,  however,  not  all  one  way ;  there  is  evidence, 
which  I  believe,  that  on  some  occasions  and  from 
time  to  time  persons  have  been  interfered  with  and 
ordered  off  ;  and  the  defendant’s  leading  counsel  felt 
the  weight  of  this,  for  though  the  defendant’s  own 
evidence  is  that  he  has  fished  in  the  river  from  the 
bank  and  from  boat  all  his  life,  his  counsel  care¬ 
fully  and  advisedly  limits  his  claim  to  a  right  to  fish 
from  boat  or  punt  only.  And  the  evidence  is  quite 
clear  that  ever  since  the  plaintiff  acquired  the  fishing 
she  has  done  all  that  she  could  possibly  do  to  assert 
and  protect  her  rights.  So  early  as  1882,  she,  through 
her  trustee,  Mr.  Lewis,  prosecuted  Mr.  Layard,  who 
put  himself  forward  as  the  champion  of  the  fishing 
rights  of  the  public  and  fished  in  the  plaintiff’s  water. 
When  the  case  came  before  the  magistrates  Mr. 
Layard  challenged  Mr.  Lewis’s  title,  and  also  alleged 
that  he  and  the  public  had  a  right  to  angle  ;  and  said 
that  on  this  ground  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates 
was  ousted.  The  latter  point  the  magistrates  did  not 
decide  ;  but  they  came  to  the  unfortunate  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Lewis  had  not  established  his  title  to  the 
soil  or  bed  of  the  river,  and  therefore  could  not  claim 
the  exclusive  right  of  angling.  The  result  was  that 
the  summons  was  dismissed,  though  the  plaintiff  had 
the  barren  success  of  establishing  before  a  Divisional 
Court  that  the  magis  rates  might  upon  the  facts  stated 
have  convicted  Mr.  Layard,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
a  claim  by  a  memoer  of  the  public  as  such  to  angle 


in  the  plaintiff’s  water  was  impossible  in  law,  and 
therefore,  even  if  made  bona  fide,  did  not  oust  the 
magistrates’  jurisdiction.  This  is  well  settled  law 
(see  “ Hargreaves  v.  Diddums,”  L.R.  10,  Q.B.,  582  -t 
“Pearce  v.  Scotcher,”  9  Q.B.T)..  162)  ;  both  dealing 
with  and  treating  as  impossible  in  law  this  claim 
of  right  to  angle  as  one  of  the  public.  Miss 
Smith’s  solicitor  also  sent  a  circular  to  all  the 
professional  fishermen  in  that  part  of  the  river  warn¬ 
ing  them  not  to  fish  without  her  leave,  a  notice 
which  had  the  effect  of  deterring  some,  though  not 
others.  Her  solicitor  has  also  in  and  since  1882,  on 
her  behalf,  given  written  and  verbal  notice  to  other 
persons  not  to  trespass  on  her  fishery  ;  and  she  has,  in 
my  opinion,  done  all  that  was  reasonably  incumbent 
upon  her,  and,  indeed,  all  she  could,  to  assert  and 
maintain  her  title.  She  and  her  agents  have  also 
from  time  to  time  given  leave  to  fish  to  very  numerous 
persons  who  applied  for  it,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  her 
to  say  that  she  has  always  expressed  her  willingness  to 
permit  fishing  in  her  water  so  long  as  it  is  done  by  her 
leave,  and  not'  in  express  defiance  of  her  rights.  Rut 
even  if  the  public  had  in  fact  fished  this  water  with 
less  interference  or  interruption  than  was  actually  rhe 
case,  it  would  not  supply  any  defence  to  the  defend  int 
in  the  present  action.  Any  acquisition  of  right  arising 
from  long-continued  user  must  be  founded  upon  either 
custom,  prescription,  or  lost  grant.  It  is  well  settled 
that  the  public  cannot  have  any  right  to  fish  founded 
upon  custom,  however  long  the  practice  has  continued. 
Upon  this  point  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  various- 
well-known  and  often  cited  authorities.  I  will  only 
mention  two  which  are  noo  so  frequently  referred  to — 
viz.,  the  judgment  of  Lord  O’Hagan  upon  this  p  >int 
at  page  155  of  the  case  of  “  Murphy  v.  Ryan,”  already 
mentioned,  and  the  judgment  of  Byles,  J.,  in 
“  Attorney-General  v.  Mathias  ”  (4  K.  and  J..  569), 
and  the  words  of  Lawson  J. ,  adopted  by  Lord  Selborne 
in  “Neill  v.  Duke  of  Devonshire”  (8  App.  C.,  at 
p.  154),  that  “No  exercise  of  cot  fishing  in  the  river, 
if  it  was  really  the  several  fishery  of  the  duke,  could 
take  away  the  several  fishery  from  him  or  confer  any 
rights  upon  the  public.”  Then,  can  any  such  right  be 
acquired  by  prescription  ?  It  is  clear  settled  law  that 
it  cannot,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  follow  this  point 
farther,  because  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant 
(Mr.  Henn  Collins)  admitted  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  contend  successfully  that  such  a  right  could  be  so- 
acquired.  Lastly,  as  to  any  presumption  of  a  lost 
grant,  the  observations  of  Byles,  J.,  in  “Attorney- 
General  v.  Mathias  ”  are  conclusive.  There  can  be  no 
presumption  of  a  lost  grant  with  respect  to  matters 
which  cannot  be  the  subject  of  prescription.  Pre¬ 
scription  pre-supposes  a  grant,  and  if  you  cannot  pre¬ 
sume  a  grant  before  legal  memory,  a,  fortiori  you 
cannot  presume  a  grant  since.  Before  leaving  this 
subject  I  desire  to  refer  to  the  summing-up  of  the  law 
on  this  point  by  Lord  Cairns,  in  Goodman  v.  Mayor 
of  Saltash”  (7  App.  C.,  at  p.  648),  where  he  says  : — 
“  I  think  it  clear  law  that  while  you  may  by  custom 
claim  an  easement  to  be  enjoyed  over  the  land  of 
another,  you  cannot  by  custom  claim  a  profit  dpren  ire 
in  alieno  solo.  I  think  it  to  be  also  clear  law  that 
you  cannot  claim  by  prescription  anything  which  could 
not  have  had  a  lawful  beginning  ;  and  I  think  it  also 
clear  that  a  fluctuating  and  uncertain  body  cannot 
claim  a  profit  a  prendre  in  alieno  solo,  and,  indeed 
cannot  be  the  grantee  of  a  several  fishery,  or  of  any 
other  kind  of  real  property.” 

But  the  defendant’s  counsel  endeavoured  to  turn 
the  flank  of  the  plaintiff’s  position  in  another  way. 
It  may  be  true  to  say — this  I  understand  to  he  his 
argument — that  the  public  have  not  acquired  a 
right  in  themselves  to  fish  ;  but  it  is  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  action  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  has 
not  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  defendant  in 
fishing,  for  the  original  title  of  the  plaintiff’s  pre¬ 
decessors  to  the  fishery  has  been  displaced  by  some- 
abandonment  or  dedication  to  the  public,  or  some  con¬ 
veyance  to  a  trustee  for  the  public,  during  the  interval 
of  time  between  1632  and  1748,  in  which  the  devolu¬ 
tion  of  the  plaintiff’s  title  is  not  traced,  of  a  right  to 
fish  in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  treats  abandonment 
an  1  dedication  as  identical  ;  and  he  says  that,  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  a  Court  is  bound  to  find,  if  it  is 
reasonably  possible,  some  legal  origin  to  support  an 
enjoyment  continued  through  a  long  series  of  years  — 
some  legal  justification  for  acts  of  open  user  com- 
mitced  from  cirne  out  of  mind  which,  unless  they  can 
be  justified,  were  acts  of  trespass —and  he  relies  upon 
the  case  of  “  Goodman  v.  Mayor  of  Saltash  ”  (7  App. 
Cas.,  633).  Having  regard  to  the  title  proved  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  burden  of  making  out  this  case  rests 
upon  the  defendant.  And  the  first  difficulty  in  his  way 
is  that  such  a  defence  is  not  one  of  general  application, 
but  relates  specially  to  this  particular  part  of  the  river 
only,  and  ought  to  have  been  raised  by  the  pleadings. 
They  are  wholly  silent  upon  this  poiat.  I  should  not, 
however,  have  allowed  the  defendant  to  lose  a  goo  l 
case  merely  from  any  technical  defects  in  the  plead¬ 
ings,  but  should  have  made  any  necessary  amendmen  s; 
but  there  are  more  serious  difficulties  behind.  One  of 
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them  is  thei  existence  of  the  decisions  to  which  I  have 
referred,  showing  that  such  a  right  as  it  is  suggested  was 
abandoned,  dedicated,  or  conveyed  for  the  use  of  the 
public  cannot  exist  in  law — confirmed  by  the  recent 
cases  of  “  Blount  v.  Lavard,  ”  in  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  '‘Neill  v.  Duke  of  Devonshire,”  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  only  answer  given  by  the  defendant’s 
counsel  is  to  submit  that  those  cases  were  wrongly 
■decided,  because  the  important  principle  of  law  to 
■which  I  have  referred  to  above  was  lost  sight  of  in 
them.  I  cannot  accede  to  any  such  argument.  Those 
decisions  would  be  binding  upon  me  in  any  case,  even  if 
it  were  possible  to  believe  that  all  the  Judges  had  over¬ 
looked  that  well-known  principle.  Nor  is  the  supposi¬ 
tion  correct  in  fact,  for  the  point  was  expressly  raised 
in  the  House  of  Lords  (see  argument,  at  p.  137)  and  the 
decision  of  “  Blount  v.  Layard  ”  is  of  still  later 
date.  Having  regard  to  these  decisions,  I  am  unable 
to  find  or  presume  any  legal  origin  to  which  such 
enjoyment  of  the  fishing  as  the  public  have  had 
m  the  present .  case  can  be  referred  ;  and  I  cannot 
find  anything  m  the  case  of  “  Goodman  v.  Mayor 
of  Saltash,”  which  in  any  way  assists  the  defendant ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  observations  of  all  the  law 
lords  seem  to  me  unfavourable  to  him.  There  is 
this  further  difficulty  in  the  defendant’s  way  also— 
that  the  evidence  is  wholly  insufficient,  in  my  opinion, 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  or  inference  that  there  ever 
was,  in  fact,  any  such  abandonment,  dedication,  or 
conveyance,  as  suggested,  even  if  it  could  have  had 
any  legal  validity.  Although,  no  doubt,  the  public 
have  long  fished  in  this  part  of  the  Thames,  and  to  a 
great  extent  without  interruption,  it  is  only  apparently 
in  recent  years,  since  the  population  has  greatly 
increased  and  facilities  for  travelling  have  been 
largely  developed,  that  the  claim  to  do  so  as  of  right 
has  been  set  up,  at  any  rate  to  any  considerable 
•extent.  It  is  not  until  such  a  claim  is  openly  asserted 
and  adversely  exercised  that  any  real  difficulty  arises. 
Until  then  any  owner  of  land  or  fishing  may  weli 
be  content  to  allow  others  to  use  his  property 
in  a  way  which  gives  enjoyment  to  them  with¬ 
out  harming  him  or  even  at  some  personal  sacrifice 
to  himself.  Every  county,  every  district,  furnishes 
numerous  instances  in  which  privileges  are  permitted 
the  public  which  could  not  be  claimed,  and  would  not 
be  tolerated,  for  one  moment  as  of  right.  It  would 
be  very  unfair  and  unjust  to  a  proprietor  that  any 
unfavourable  inference  should  be  drawn  from  such  con¬ 
cessions,  or  that  they  should  be  used  against  him  as 
evidence  of  an  adverse  right,  and  I  will  add  that  it  is 
wery  much  against  the  interest  of  the  public  that 
attempts  so  to  use  them  should  be  made.  I  adopt 
entirely  the  language  of  Lord  Justice  Bowen  in 
‘‘Blount  v.  Lavard,”  where  he  says  :  “It  is  the  worst 
or  all  things  that  can  happen  in  a  free  country  to 
force  people  to  be  churlish  about  their  rights,  for  fear 
that  their  indulgence  should  be  abused;  and  that 
people  should  be  driven  to  prevent  the  enjoyment  of 
those  things  which,  although  they  are  matters  of 
private  property,  naturally  give  pleasure  to  many 
persons  besides  the  owners,  under  the  fear  that  they 
will  be  misunderstood-;  and  I  can  conceive  nothing 
more  unfortunate  than  that  owners  who  have  got  the 
fishing  on  large  streams  should  be  driven  to  prevent 
The  successors  and  followers  of  Izaac  Walton  from 
dropping  their  lines  after  fish  for  fear  that  it  should 
crystallise  into  a  right.  It  would  be  a  most 
unfortunate  thing  for  the  public  if  ever  that  did 
happen.” 

Lpon  this  point  I  also  desire  to  refer  to  the  obser¬ 


vations  of  Lords  Selborne  and  O’Hagan  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  case  of  Neill  v.  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  upon  the  question  what  weight  should  be 
attributed  to  the  usage  of  fishing  from  cots  from 
time  immemorial  — a  usage  identical  with  that  of 
fishing  from  boats  or  punts,  relied  upon  in  the  present 
■case. 

Lord  Selborne  says,  at  p.  156  : — “  Usage,  continued 
■during  living  memory,  when  there  is  nothing  to 
the  contrary,  and  when  the  question  is  one  of 
prescription,  may  (no  doubt)  justify  the  pre¬ 
sumption  of  a  similar  usage,  as  of  right,  from  time 
immemorial.  But  when  it  is  relied  upon  not  to 
establish  a  prescriptive  right,  but  to  displace  a  pre¬ 
scriptive  right,  supported  by  written  titles  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  long  possession  for  a  period  earlier  than,  and 
coming  down  to,  the  time  of  living  memory,  it  appears 
to  me  that  such  a  presumption  would  be  neither 
reasonable  in  fact,  nor  necessary  in  law.  It  would  be 
■extremely  dangerous  if  titles,  otherwise  impregnable 
and  supported  by  long  enjoyment,  could  be  overturned 
by  evidence  of  that  kind.  1  It  is  the  wise  policy  of  the 
law,  said  Mr.  Justice  Heath,  in  the  celebrated  gleaning 
case  (Steel  v.  Houghton  [1]),  1  not  to  construe  acts  of 
charity,  though  continued  and  repeated  for  never  so 
many  years,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  them  the 
foundation  of  legal  obligation.” 

And  Loid  O’Hagan  says,  atp.  170  “It  was  insisted 
that  the  jury  should  have  been  further  asked  to 
consider  whether  the  respondent  and  his  prede¬ 
cessors  nad  abandoned  the  right  to  a  several  fishery  ? 

I  think  that  the  appellants  made  no  case  of 


abandonment  which  should  have  been  submitted. 
Without  discussing  the  view  of  one  of  the  learned 
judges  of  the  Exchequer,  that,  ‘  in  point  of  law  it 
is  not  possible  for  an  abandonment  to  take  place 
of  a  fishery  in  the  manner  suggested,’  it  may  be 
enough  to  say  that  no  sufficient  authority  to  the 
contrary  has  been  adduced,  and  that  a  mere  inter¬ 
ruption  of  the  possession  under  an  established  title  in 
such  a  property  cannot  be  held  to  have  destroyed  it. 
An  jnterruption  may  have  been  permitted  through  the 
absence  of  the  proprietor  ;  or  through  his  ignorance, 
partial  or  complete,  of  the  acts  relied  on  ;  or  through 
his  neglect  or  indifference  to  them  as  not  vitally 
affecting,  in  his  own  case,  his  interest  or  position  ;  or 
as  requiring  from  him,  for  the  purpose  of  resistance, 
effort  or  expense  unjustified  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case  ;  or  as  allowed  from  kindly  or  benevolent  motives 
to  humble  people  for  a  great  length  of  time.  And  it 
would  not  seem  just,  as  it  would  not  be  legal,  on  the 
ground  of  such  an  interruption,  so  tolerated,  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  forfeiture  of  his  vested  estate.” 

The  facts  proved  in  the  present  case  are,  in  my 
opinion,  wholly  insufficient  to  defeat  the  clear  title 
proved  by  the  plaintiff  both  on  paper  and  by  acts 
of  possession  and  ownership  extending  over  many 
hundred  years.  As  a  conclusion  of  fact  I  have 
not  any  doubt  that  the  practice  of  fishing  which 
has  existed  has  arisen  from  the  liberality  and  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  owners  of  the  fishery,  and  the  legal 
inference  from  the  facts  proved  is  the  same.  Lord 
Watson  says  in  “Goodman  v.  Mayor  of  Saltash,” 
at  p.  664  :  “  It  may  be  matter  of  legal  inference 
that  the  position  of  the  inhabitants  was  attributable 
to  mere  tolerance,  although  in  point  of  fact  they 
fished  as  in  the  assertion  of  a  right;  and  I  think  that 
must  be  the  inference  in  law,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  right  which  they  asserted  is  capable  of 
having  a  legal  origin.”  There  is  a  strong  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  view  of  the  facts  in  the  evidence  of  one 
of  the  witnesses. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss  Payn  was  owner 
of  this  fishery,  and  of  the  house  on  the  bank  also 
called  The  Fishery,  from  1821  to  1854  ;  and  the  witness 
in  question,  William  Walter  Gillum,  was  her  gardener 
there  from  1848  to  1853.  He  said  that  he  remem¬ 
bered  Mount,  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  Thames  Trout 
Club,  and  that  when  he  was  mowing  the  lawn  at  three, 
four,  or  five  in  the  morning,  and  during  the  day,  he 
often  saw  Mount  walking  down  the  river  to  look 
after  it  and  see  there  was  no  poaching.  He  also  said 
that  he  remembered  Miss  Payn  having  the  right  to  the 
fishing,  but  never  knew  her  object  to  any  one  angling, 
and  he  recollected  on  one  occasion  a  gentleman  fishing 
from  a  boat  when  she  was  on  the  lawn,  asking  her 
whether  she  had  any  objection  to  boats  coming  near 
her  house  for  angling— whether  it  annoyed  her— and 
that  she  replied,  “  Oh  no  1  She  had  no  objection  :  and 
if  she  had  any  she  could  not  help  it,  as  the  Thames 
was  a  navigable  river.”  This  witness  was  called  by 
the  defendant.  He  seemed  an  intelligent  and  credible 
man  :  and  though  he  was  speaking  of  what  occurred 
about  forty  years  ago,  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
what  took  place  was  in  effect  as  stated.  This  incident, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  seems  to  me  adverse  to  the  defendant’s 
case  in  three  ways  :  First — because  it  shows  that  on 
that  occision  at  any  rate  the  angler  was  not  fishing  in 
exercise  of  any  alleged  right,  for  if  so,  he  would  not  have 
asked  the  lady  on  the  bank,  who  presumably  therefore 
was  (as  he  took  her  to  be)  owner  of  the  land  and 
adjoining  moiety  of  the  stream — whether  she  had  any 
objection  to  his  fishing  there.  His  conduct  shows 
that  he,  at  any  rate,  thought  that  Miss  Payn  had  a 
right  to  object,;  and,  like  a  gentleman,  he  asked  her 
leave  ;  Secondly,  because  it  shows  that  for  the  thirty- 
three  years  in  which  Miss  Payn  was  owner  (being  the 
earliest  evidence  we  have  on  the  subject),  she,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  teas  'Killing  that  any  one  should  fish  her 
water  who  liked  ;  and  her  abstention  from  interfer¬ 
ence  is  thus  fully  explained  and  accounted  for  ;  and, 
Thirdly,  because  this  conversation  supplies  an  ex¬ 
planation  and  possible  reason  why  objections  were  not 
made  by  others  ofteper  than  they  were— viz.,  because 
persons  navigating  the  Thames  were  believed  to 
have  consequently  a  right  to  fish  there.  This  was, 
of  course,  a  complete  mistake  in  point  of  law  ;  but  the 
existence  and  prevalence  of  such  a  mistaken  belief  is  a 
factor  which  cannot  be  left  wholly  out  of  sight  when 
we  are  considering  whether  any  ground  exists  for 
saying  that  the  omission  by  the  owners  to  prevent 
anglers  in  boats  from  fishing  throws  any  doubt  upon 
the  otherwise  clear  title  of  such  owners  to  the 
fishery. 

His  Lordship  then  dealt  with  the  evidence  of 
certain  witnesses  which  he  considered  adverse  to 
the  defendant’s  case,  showing  that  of  more  recent 
years  fishing  had  been  carried  on  with  leave,  and 
observing  as  to  one  incident  that  the  very  fact  of  the 
formation  of  the  Thames  Trout  Club  and  their  renting 
the  fishery  and  paying  keepers  was  scarcely  intelligible 
it  all  the  world  had  notoriously  at  that  time  a  right 
to  do  everything  which  the  club  could  without 
payment.  He  continued  : — 

The  evidence  of  fishing  by  the  public  in  general 


and  the  defendant  in  particular  being  from  both 
bank  and  boat,  there  would  be  extreme  difficulty 
m  holding  that  evidence  which  is  admittedly 
insufficient  to  establish  the  right  of  an  angler  to 
fish  the  river  from  the  bank  could  suffice  to  prove 
any  right  on  the  part  of  the  same  person  to  do  the 
same  thing  from  a  boat  or  punt,  which  is  what  tho 
defendant  is  driven  to  contend  for.  Why,  then,  should 
I  conclude  that  the  anglers  who,  in  limited  numbers  in 
times  gone  by,  did,  in  fact,  fish  in  this  part  of  the 
Thames  without  being  interfered  with  did  so  upon  any 
other  footing  than  that  upon  which  the  largely 
increased  body  of  anglers  of  recent  years  have  done  so, 
viz.,  by  the  permission  and  sufferance  of  the  proprietors 
voluntarily  conceded,  wherever  it  could  be  done  with¬ 
out  giving  colour  to  a  hostile  claim.  There  is  one 
other  matter  I  have  to  mention.  I  find  that  in 
Llount  v.  Layard  ”  Lord  Justice  Bowen  spoke  as 
follows  :  — 

“  Although  the  public  have  been  in  the  habit,  as  we 
all  know,  as  long  as  we  can  recollect,  or  as  long  as 
our  fathers  can  recollect,  of  fishing  in  the  Thames 
the  public  have  no  right  to  fish  there  That  is  certain 
law  I  mean  they  have  no  right  as  members  of  the 
public  to  fish  there.  Of  course,  they  may  fish  by 
licence  of  the  lord  of  a  particular  part  or  owner  of 
a  particular  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  or  they  may 
fish  by  the  indulgence  or  owing  to  the  carelessness  or 
goodwill  or  good-nature  of  those  who  may  be  entitled 
to  the  soil  ;  but  right  in  themselves  as  the  public  to 
fish  they  have  none.  If  the  attempt  had  been  to  set  up 
uninterrupted  fishing  by  the  public  as  evidence  of  a 
right  in  the  public  to  fish,  the  attempt  ought  to  fail. 
No  Judge  ought  to  have  allowed  such  evidence  to  be 
given,  because  you  cannot  set  up  a  right  which  does 
not  exist  in  law." 

Notwithstanding  those  remarks,  I  felt  bound  to,  and 
did,  admit  such  evidence  as  is  there  referred  to,’  and 
for  this  reason.  However  strong  the  title  of  a  person 
claiming  a  fishery  may  look,  the  fact  that  he  and  his 
predecessors  have  allowed  the  public  to  fish,  with 
their  knowledge  and  in  their  sight,  for  a  long  period 
without  interruption  or  objection  is  a  legitimate 
topic  for  the  defendant  to  insist  upon  before  the  Judge 
or  jury  who  have  to  decide  the  issue  of  fact  ;  not 
indeed,  as  showing  that  the  defendant  has  a  right  to 
fish,  but  as  discrediting  the  claimant’s  title  and 
tending  to  show  that  his  title  cannot  really ’be  as 
good  as  he  says,  or  he  would  never  have  allowed  such 
acts  to  be  done  constantly  and  openly,  and  therefore 
that  there  is  some  infirmity,  or  he  believes  there  is,  in 
his  title.  I  have  considered  the  evidence  carefully 
from  this  point  of  view.  The  real  title  must  of 
course,  be  vested  in  some  Derson.  Who  or  where  is 
this  owner  with  the  better  title  of  which  the  plaintiff 
is  to  be  assumed  to  be  afraid,  and  how  is  his  non¬ 
interference  for  so  long  to  be  accounted  for  ?  I  am 
invited  to  hold  that  the  omission  by  the  plaintiff  and 
her  predecessors  to  warn  off  trespassers  is  to  defeat 
her  otherwise  clear  title  by  reason  of  the  theoretical 
possibility  that  it  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  secret 
knowledge  or  belief  or  suspicion  on  her  part  of  the 
existence  of  some  hypothetical  owner,  with  a  hypothe¬ 
tical  better  title,  who  has  never  been  seen  or  heard  of 
by  anyone,  and  has  never  interfered  with  any  tres¬ 
passer  at  all -and  one,  moreover,  whose  better  title 
vT  k*^ever  had  one,  must  have  long  since  been  defeated 
by  the  proved  paper  title  and  actual  possession  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  those  through  whom  she  claims.  See 
the  observations  of  Lord  Selborne  on  “  Lord’ Rivers 
v.  Adams  ”  in  8  App.  C.,  647.  I  decline  to  come  to 
any  such  conclusion.  I  say  unhesitatingly  that  in  my 
opinion  the  absence  of  interference  with  the  public 
is  attributable  entirely  to  the  causes  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  not  in  any  degree  to  knowledge 
belief,  or  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  any  latent 
defeenn  the  plaintiff’s  title.  The  result  is  that  the 
plaintiff  succeeds  on  all  points  ;  and  I  am  prepared 
to  make  a  declaration  that  she  is  owner  in  fee  simple 
in  possession  of  the  several  fishery  described  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  statement  of  claim,  and  of 
the  bed  and  soil  of  the  Thames  within  the  same  limits 
and  to  grant  a  perpetual  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendant  from  fishing,  or  disturbing  or  attempting  t 
catch  fish  in,  or  otherwise  trespassing  upon,  the  said 
fishery  without  tie  leave  of  the  plaintiff,  her  heirs 
or  assigns.  The  statement  of  claim  also  asks  me  to 
restrain  him  from  trespassing  on  the  land  forming 
the  bed  or  soil  of  the  Thames  ;  but  I  see  no  reason  for 
extending  the  injunction  thus,  as  the  injunction  as  I 
propose  to  make  it,  covers  all  the  defendant  has  done 
and  his  right  to  use  this  part  of  the  Thames  as  a 
navigable  highway,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
public,  has  not  been  and  cannot  be  disputed.  The 
costs  must,  of  course,  follow  the  event. 


Mr.  Abmger :  My  clients  desire  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  highest  available  court  in  this  case, 
and  I  ask  for  stay  of  judgment  for  a  month. 

His  Lordship  :  No  ;  I  do  not  see  that  there  is 
any  reason  for  that. 


[May  23,  1891. 
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friends  arc  trying  to  call  to  mind  an  historical  parallel. 
This,  I  imagine,  is  a  difficult  task. — L. 

Lea.  -The  jlate  rains  have  been  very  beneficial  to  the 
backward  vegetation,  and  have  caused  a  few  slight  flushes 
in  the  river.  Most  of  the  moisture  has,  however,  been 
absorbed.  On  Thursday  L  was  sorry  to  notice  that  the  river 
below  Tottenham  is  again  in  a  most  filthy  condition  from 
the  pollution  turned  in  from  the  sewage  works.  I  saw  a 
groat  many  people  using  rod  and  line  in  the  open  waters  at 
Cook’s  Ferry.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Reports  from  the  streams  in  Leicestershire 
are  of  a  disappointing  character.  This  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the  weather 
was  almost  approaching  Arctic  cold,  and  this  week  has 
mostly  been  of  a  miserable  kind.  Instead  of  fishermen 
getting  sport  during  the  holidays  they  were  more  likely  to 
get  a  taste  of  the  fashionable  influenza.  Disappointments 
were  great,  as  numerous  anglers  had  arranged  for  a  time 
at  the  waters  near  at  hand,  Whitsuntide  being  always  a 
period  when  hundreds  turn  out  to  indulge.  Those  who 
ventured  out— and  they  were  few,  indeed-  -returned  home 
in  anything  but  an  amiable  mood.  Trout  would  hardly 
look  at  a  bait  of  any  description. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
continue  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and  more  like  winter, 
and  fishing  has  been  slow.  The  fish  have  rose  at  the  fly 
during  the  warmer  part  of  the  day,  and  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  tried  the  fly,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken.  On  Saturday,  in  the  Arrow,  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
were  landed.  On  Tuesday  sport  was  good  in  the  Lugg. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for  angling  ;  sport  in  it  fairly 
good.— 6  WYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kinsland.)— Rivers  in 
good  order  ;  weather  mixed  ;  sport  this  week  fairly  good  ; 
baskets  have  been  made  of  from  seven  to  ten  brace  of  nice 
trout.  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns  have  proved  best  killers. 
Orl  and  Stone  are  also  out,  as  well  as  Spinners.  &c.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— Some  useful  baskets  of 
dace  have  recently  been  taken  from  the  Nene  near  Peter¬ 
borough.  Eels  also  have  been  well  worth  trying  for,  al¬ 
though  as  yet  they  do  not  run  very  large.  A  local  joiner 
has,  I  understood,  been  angling  for  roach  for  some  time 
past  on  Saturday  afternoon,  he  having  several  times  been 
responsible  for  dishes  of  from  ten  to  twenty -five,  many  of 
which  averaged  about  6oz.—W.  J. 

Norwich  (Coldham  Hall).— Capital  fishing  can  now  be 
obtained  at  Coldham  Hall.  Mr.  C.  Betts  has  had  some 
fine  sport  having  landed  in  one  day  nearly  22  stone  of  good 
sized  roach. — W.  J. 

Ouse  (Yorkshire).— The  wintry  weather  we  have  ex 
penenced  since  Saturday  has  put  a  stop  to  angling  around 
here,  and  only  the  more  ardent  rodsmen  have  ventured  to 
spend  their  Whitsuntide  holidays  at  the  water  side,  with 
an  unpleasant  reward  for  their  zeal.  Main  river  running 
low  of  water;  streams,  such  as  the  Rye  and  Costa,  the 
same,  with  a  taint  of  snow-water.  Sunday  and  Monday 
snow  and  hailstorms,  thermometer  registering  as  much  as 
lOdegs.  of  frost  one  night.  Weather  (Wednesday),  bright 
but  cold.— Ronald. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— There  has  not  been  so  much 
fishing  lately  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  weather, 
the  temperature  having  fallen  quite  15  deg.  or  18  deg.  lower 
than  that  of  last  week.  But  the  weather  prophets  foresee 
a  change,  and  if  they  are  correct  we  shall  soon  find  our 
selves  amongst  the  big  pollack  round  the  Mew  Stone  and 
Rennies  Rocks.  Pollack,  bass,  mullet,  and  smelt  fishing 
is  carried  on  from  off  the  different  rocks  and  piers,  where 
they  are  usually  known  to  frequent.  Outside  the  break¬ 
water  last  week  a  few  mackerel  made  their  appearance, 
and  a  score  or  two  were  taken  with  the  Spinner.  About  a 
dozen  boats  were  out  after  them  the  next  day,  but  they 
had  disappeared.  As  soon  as  the  weather  gets  warmer 
we  shall  have  them  at  their  old  haunts,  namely,  the 
Sound  and  Cawsend  Bay.— William  Hearder. 

St.  Mary’s  Loch.— Trout  fishing  continues  to  afford  a 
very  fair  amount  of  sport  on  this  loch.  A  good  heavy 
rain  would  improve  the  angling  on  the  loch  and  its  feeders 
— Heatiierbell. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— Pier  anglers  are  having 
fairly  good  -sport  with  billet.  Several  have  been  caught 
during  the  past  few  days  up  to  81b.  in  weight  each.  Small 
plaice  and  other  flat  fish  are  also  plentiful,  and  boat  anglers 
are  getting  some  nice  gurnard  in  the  immediate  bay.— H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury) — Very  few  fish  have  been  taken 
under  these  conditions ;  but,  strange  to  say,  the  largkst 
trout  captured  this  year  was  landed  on  Wednesday  by  Mr, 
Tudor,  a  member  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society.  This  fish  weighed  51b.,  and  was  taken  at  Belve 
dere  with  the  roving  bait.  Mr.  H.  Pescall  has  taken 
during  this  week  and  the  latter  part  of  last,  five  good 
trout,  the  heaviest  scaling  21b.  Mr.  J.  Hammonds,  of  Cop 
thorne  Barracks,  has  captured  a  21b.  trout  with  the  Devon 
bait,  and  Mr.  E.  Roberts  has  taken  two  trout  of  Hlb.  and 
Alb.— Piscator. 

Sussex  Rivers.— The  cold  easterly  wind  still  holds  its 
sway,  and  trouting  records  are  very  poor  indeed.  Several 
anglers  were  out  on  Bank  holiday,  and  many  did  not  even 
wet  a  line,  the  rain  and  cold  wind  making  the  shelter  of 
the  village  inn  far  more  attractive  than  the  waterside. 
On  Tuesday,  a  brace  of  fish  weighing  21b.  3oz.,  were  taken 
near  Uckfield.  and  on  Wednesday  two  brace  of  smaller 
trout  from  the  same  water.  At  Chichester  Canal  the 
water  is  teeming  with  fish  ;  some  heavy  carp  may  be  seen 
both  at  the  basin  and  at  Donnington.  With  a  return  of 
the  cold  weather  harbour  fishing  has  fallen  off,  but  few 
small  smelt  have  been  taken,  and  at  present  tides  are  un 
suitable.  A  few  small  bass  have  been  taken  by  the  nets 
men,  with  an  occasional  sea  trout.  A  month  hence  coarse 
fishing  will  have  commenced,  but  roach  will  not  be  fit  for 
some  time  to  come. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon.)— The  weather  is  still  remarkably  cold, 
in  fact,  on  Monday  ice  was  seen,  so  much  so  as  to  nip  the 
early  things.  Saturday,  after  a  little  rain,  some  fishermen 
were  about,  and  some  nice  catches  were  had.  One  had  as 
many  as  four  dozen.  Wednesday  I  was  compelled  for  hail 
and  rain  to  shut  up  fishing,  only  getting  1941b.  trout.  I 
fear  the  weather  is  more  like  February  than  June.— 
Rusty  Game. 

Tay  (Perth).— Cold  wintry  weather,  with  occasional 
snow  and  hail  showers,  has  been  the  prevailing  custom 
this  week,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  well  in  conse¬ 
quence.  On  the  Graudtully  water  Mr.  Kilsall  had  two 
fish  on  Thursday  and  one  on  Friday.— Aldu. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  in  order  for 
fishing,  and  is  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  not 
been  favourable  during  the  holidays  for  angling,  rain,  snow 
and  sleet  having  fallen  during  the  day.  and  only  a  few 
have  ventured  out.  Those  that  have  been  out  have  met 
with  fair  success.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
Grantham,  Governor,  Spider  Fly,  and  Black  Gnat.  Bottom 


fishing  has  been  good  with  the  worm.  The  May  I  ly  should 
be  up  now,  but  the  late  cold  weather  has  thrown  them 
back.  In  the  water  near  Ashford  a  good  lot  of  fish  were 
taken  with  the  fly  on  Saturday.  1  uder  W  lutehffc  six  good 
trout  were  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun.  Near  Ludford  spoi  t 
has  been  good  with  the  worm.  Tho  Ony  Gorve  Glun  and 
edurycho  have  been  disturbed  by  tho  rain,  hut  are  in 
order.  Good  sport  may  be  expected  in  them  when  the  May 
Fly  comes  on.— S.  Ludlow.  .  „ 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  tho  weather  has  been 
very  rough  and  cold,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  water, 
which  keeps  clear  and  in  good  fishing  order.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Governor, 
and  Spider-Fly,  and  one  or  two  good  fish  have  been  landed. 
On  Tuesday  a  good  dish  of  trout  wero  taken  with  the  Blue 
Dun  and  Governor.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  aro  all 
clear  and  in  order.  Sport  in  them  limited  as  yet. 
Worcester.  ,  .  .  ... 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  had  a  nice  rise  this 
week,  and  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  to-day  with  the 
fly.  The  Big  Black  Hawthorn  Flies  were  swarming  again 
this  morning  and  the  trout  were  sporting ;  since  last  t  nday 
six  salmon  have  been  taken,  the  smallest,  6jlbs„  the  lar¬ 
gest,  2041bs.  On  Tuesday  J.  D.  Bastard  took  some  trout, 
one,  the  largest  to  have  been  known  taken  in  thelorridge, 
weight,  21b.  loz.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Wretchedly  cold  .weather  has 
prevailed  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  many 
anglers  who  were  out  on  Monday  were  pretty  nearly  half 
starved  to  death.  The  wind  blew  a  gale  from  tho  north¬ 
east,  and  at  Weston  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make  a 
cast.  A  number  of  gentlemen  were  out  after  the  salmon, 
and  as  several  had  been  seen  there  was  reason  to  think 
one,  at  least,  might  be  got.  All  the  runs,  however,  were 
fished  without  result,  excepting  that  occasionally  a  small 
pike  would  seize  the  artificials.  On  the  Dover  Beck  some 
fair  lots  of  trout  were  killed  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
with  the  maggot  and  cad-bait.—' The-Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Tyne  (Hexham).— Water  clear  as  crystal,  and  small, 
Rain  much  needed  ;  outlook  not  encouraging.  The  weather 
keeps  cold  and  winter  like.  About  three  dozen  trout  have 
been  killed  during  this  week  in  this  district.  Grecnwells 
Glory  and  a  flee  have  done  best. — G.  Hamilton. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Dapping  with  the 
green  drake  on  Lough  Ennell  at  Belvedere  has  not  been 
such  rosy  sport  as  was  looked  forand  anticipated.  Anglers 
have  returned  empty  handed.  For  a  portion  of  the  day  on 
Tuesday  last,  trout  was  briskly,  but  the  breeze  was  light 
and  unfavourable.—' T.J.W. 

Wye  &  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  Whitsun  holi¬ 
days  have  been  most  unfavourable  for  angling.  The  best 
take  that  I  heard  of  on  the  Derwent  was  34  brace  of  trout 
by  Mr.  Pearson  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Yare  (Norwich).— Although  such  winterly  weather  has 
prevailed  during  the  holidays,  yet  a  few  very  ardent 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  some  roach  have  been  caught, 
the  best  catch  1  have  heard  of  lately,  being  at  Brundall. 
We  cannot  expect  much  sport  with  heavy  falls  of  snow, 
which  we  experienced  last  Sunday  and  Monday,  as  on  the 
latter  day  it  was  several  inches  deep,  and  in  many  places 
broke  off  the  branches  of  trees,  and  its  effect  upon  our 
rivers  must  be  very  detrimental  to  fishing.  On  llmrsday 
it  rained  all  day,  and  the  wind  still  clings  to  the  north,  so 
until  a  change  sets  in  we  cannot  look  for  any  angling  news. 
—Robert  Moll.  ,  „ 

Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  Nidd,  &c.— All  tnese  streams 
havTe  been  running  very  low  and  clear,  but  if  the  heavy 
rain  that  has  fallen  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours  con¬ 
tinues  there  is  certain  to  be  a  fresh.  Some  fairly  good 
dishes  of  trout  were  made  at  Whitsuntide,  but  nothing  re¬ 
markable.  A  Halifax  angler  killed  about  nine  or  ten  at 
Tan  field,  and  I  had  fourteen  below  that  place.  The  best 
flies  are  Blue  Partridge,  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe  Bloa.  and 
Dark  Watchet.  There  are  now  plenty  of  creepers,  but  the 
sharp  frosts  have  killed  a  great  many.— Francis  M. 
Walbran. 

GMaelog  Lake  (Ty  Croes,  Anglesey.)— The  American 
weeds,  which  choked  this  lake  for  years,  have  entirely  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  the  fishing  vastly  improved.  The  trout  rise 
freely  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  Fishing  there  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  Whit  Monday,  in  cold  north  wind  and  the  brightest 
of  suns,  the  writer  took  five  fine  fish Mr.  Woodwall, 
eight ;  Mr.  Barker,  seven  ;  Mr.  Budge,  nine.  A  few  days 
previous  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  fishing  in  the  evening, 
only  had  six  trout,  weighing  51b. ;  Dr.  Clemson,  five  ;  Mr. 
Thomas,  Carnarvon,  six,  averaging  fib.  each.  The  best 
killing  flies  are  Mallard,  scarlet  body  ;  Mallard,  and  claret 
body;  Coch-y-Bondhu,  with  hen  pheasant  wing.  The 
adjoining  Crygyll  river  holds  a  large  number  of  smaller 
trout,  Mr.  Budge  taking  nineteen  one  morning,  hooking 
two  on  one  cast  twice,  and  getting  a  fine  brace  in  a  raging 
hailstorm,  all  with  the  fly.  Coron  Lake.  -Mr.  South- 
worth,  in  bottom  fishing,  six ;  Mr.  Coles,  five,  weighing 
341b. :  Mr.  Yan  Gruisen,  an  eel,  weighing  41b.— W.  H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — On  account  of  the  cold  north  east 
winds  and  snow  there  has  not  been  much  fishing  during 
the  past  week.  One  fine  trout  weighing,  among  others 
(Hlb.)  lib.,  and  then  quarters  were  caught  by  J.  Clare  in 
the  Assonatown  waters,  and  several  others  averaging  41b. 
each,  by  Messrs.  J.  Lamont,  H.  Clare,  O.  Davies,  and  II. 
Howell.— J.  Clare. 


Scotoh,  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  wintry  here  during  the 
past  week.  A  lot  of  snow  fell,  and  piercingly  cold  winds 
prevailed.  Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury,  was  out  on  Loch  Gama 
on  Monday,  and  made  a  basket  of  nineteen  trout,  aggregat¬ 
ing  61b.  On  Loch  Urigill,  on  Tuesday,  he  landed  forty-four 
131b.  On  Wednesday,  on  Loch  Boarlan.  three  and  a-half 
dozen  trout,  1211b.  On  the  same  loch  on  Thursday  ho  had 
six  trout,  21b.  Friday  was  very  stormy,  but  on  Saturday 
Mr.  Campbell,  Perth,  tried  Loch  Boarlan,  and  in  a  few 
hours  landed  four  trout,  241b.,  and  one  trout  which  weighed 
341b.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Gama, 
had  sixteen  trout,  61b„  and  Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  nineteen  trout,  81b.  Lochs  rather  full  of  snow 

"  Berriedale  (Duke  of  Portland’s).  —  The  tributaries 
at  the  mouth  of  this  river  did  very  well  during  the  past 
week,  but  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last  the  waters  were  in 
flood,  and  the  salmon  and  grilse  were  running  freely,  so 
that  for  some  time  to  come  the  nettors  need  not  expect  to 
do  much.  The  river  is  again  stocked  with  new  fish,  and 
the  pity  is  that  there  are  at  present  no  anglers  on  the 
ground,  for  there  is  no  doubt  much  success  would  attend 
their  efforts.  Mr.  Donald  Ross,  the  Duke’s  late  head-keeper 
and  fisherman,  is  the  only  one  who  tries  occasionally,  and  a 
grand  angler  he  is,  but  he  is  at  present  from  home. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— This  river 
has  been  giving  capital  sport  of  late.  During  last  week 
Mr.  CrewdsonB  party  at  Braelangwell  Lodge,  landed 


eighteen  salmon  in  all.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Landale  fished 

the  Gruinards  water  and  took  two  salmon,  91b.  and  191b., 
out  Of  Bank  Pool.  Tuesday  was  blank,  but  on  Wednes¬ 
day  tho  Braelangwell  water  was  fished  by  Miss  Crewdson, 
who  grassed  a  twelve-pounder  on  Pool  Moral ;  Mr.  Crowd- 
son,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b.,  on  same  pool ;  and  Mr. 
Landale,  one  of  941b.  on  Fall  Pool.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Alfred  Crewdson  fished  Gruinards  water,  and  caught  a 
101b.  fish  on  Pool  Moral,  and  Mr.  Landale,  on  Braelangwell 
water,  landed  a  ten-pounder  on  Miller’s  Pool ;  one  of  91b. 
on  Crag  Pool ;  and  two,  81b.  and  91b.,  on  Cuil-a-Ghiubhais. 
The  Gledfleki  waters  yielded  one  fish  to  Mr.  Lachlan 
Munro,  on  Mr.  Ellames  rod.  On  Friday,  Mr.  John  Mac- 
Kenzic,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  caught  an  81b.  salmon  on 
the  Craigs  water.  Mr.  Landale,  on  the  Braelangwell  water, 
killed  a  salmon  of  91b.  on  Cuil-a-Ghiubhais :  and  Mr. 
Alfred  Crewdson,  two,  91b.  and  1241b.,  on  Pool  Moral.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Crewdson  grassed  a  fish  of  941b.  on  Alt- 
nan-Ean  Pool;  one  of  91b.  on  Cuil-a-Ghiubhais;  and 
another  nine-pounder  on  Miller’s  Pool.  Mr.  Alfred  Crewd¬ 
son  fished  Gruinards  water,  and  got  a  91b.  salmon  on 
Stron-Uisdean  Pool.  On  Monday  this  week  the  Gruinards 
was  fished  by  Mr.  Crewdson,  who  landed  three  salmon, 
91b.,  941b.,  and  111b.,  on  Pool  Moral;  and  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Crewdson,  who  caught  one  of  741b.  on  Alt-nan-Ean  Pool, 
and  a  fifteen-pounder  on  Cuil-a-Ghuibhais.  Messrs. 
Robertson  and  Cameron,  Fearn  Lodge,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s. rod, 
had  a  salmon  under  peculiar  circumstances,  which  may  bo 
related  as  a  “  wrinkle  ”  to  other  anglers.  After  fishing 
unsuccessfully  with  fly  until  they  were  on  the  point  of 
giving  it  up  for  a  bad  job,  the  happy  thought  struck  them 
that  they  might  try  bait.  Getting  a  large  earthworm, 
they  affixed  it  to  the  fly-hook,  and  with  the  first  cast 
caught  a  salmon,  which  on  being  landed,  weighed  101b. 
Mr.  William  Ross,  Glendibiedale,  on  Sir  Greville  Smythe’s 
rod,  fished  the  upper  waters  and  got  a  salmon  of  71b.  The 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  waters  were  on  Monday  fished  by 
Mr.  Warner,  London,  who  landed  four  salmon,  81b.,  91b., 
91b.,  and  161b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  by  Mr.  Young,  London, 
who  caught  one  of  741b. — McB. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  N.B.).  —  Mr.  Walter  Scott 
Brosk,  Achinduick,  fishing  from  Post  Office  Buildings, 
Invercarsley,  on  Thursday  last,  landed  one  salmon  of  161b., 
and.  two  weighing  lllbs.  each.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— From  the  tropics  to  the  arctic 
regions  at  a  bound  has  been  the  experience  all  over  the 
north  during  tho  past  week,  yet  salmon  angling  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  fresh  impetus,  and  all  over  there  has  been  a 
general  increase  of  sport.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  E. 
Drummond  has  had  the  honour  of  landing  tho  first  grislo 
of  the  season  on  Monday,  while  the  same  day  Mr.  J.  G.  Hay 
—on  the  Blackhall  water— had  the  heaviest  spring  salmon 
yet  recorded  on  the  Dee,  a  perfect  model  of  a  fresh  run 
fish,  scaling  3741b.  On  the  royal  waters  at  Balmoral  good 
sport  has  been  frequent  during  the  past  week.  One  day,  in 
an  hour’s  sport,  Dr.  Profeit  had  two  beautiful  fish,  while 
the  keepers  have  had  several  lately.  On  the  Braemer  sec¬ 
tion  Mr,  J.  G.  Ross,  of  Kingussie,  fishing  from  McGregor, 
Invercauld  Arms  water,  on  three  days  last  week  landed 
two,  five,  and  two  fish,  respectively  ranging  from  71b.  to 
161b,  Mr  Gilbert  Wilkinson  and  party,  on  the  Invercauld 
House  water,  had  one  of  161b.,  five  of  average  weights,  and 
one  of  191b.  on  different  days.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water 
Major  Johnstone  landed  two  of  71b.  and  91b.  on  Thursday, 
and  two  of  similar  weights  on  Friday,  while  Mr.  Parker 
Cambridge  landed  one  of  71b.  on  the  same  water  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  On  the  Ballater  section  the  immense  success  which 
has  hitherto  characterised  the  present  season  still  con¬ 
tinues.  On  the  hotel  water  Mr.  Wm.  Copeland  landed 
eighteen  fish  to  his  own  rod  last  week,  six  from  81b.  to  91b. 
four  741b.  to  91b.,  five  741b.  to  121b.,  one  151b.,  and  two  121b. 
and  941b.  The  great  stroke  of  luck.jhowever,  has  been 
to  the"  Cambus  O’May,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callander,  of 
Dalkeith,  and  Mrs.  Blair  have  during  the  past  two  weeks 
run  up  the  magnificent  total  of  eighty-three  fish,  ranging 
from  71b.  to  231b.  Of  this  total  Mrs.  Callander  had  seven¬ 
teen  and  Mrs.  Blair  sixteen  got  in  one  week,  and  two  of 
which  turned  the  beam  at  191b.  and  231b.  respectively. 
For  lady  anglers  this  carries  the  palm  on  the  Dee,  both  tho 
numbers  and  weight  being  exceptional,  and  savouring 
more  of  autumn  than  spring  angling.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  particulars  of  last  week’s  work  :  Mrs.  Blair 
three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  9ib.,  three  81b.,  841b„  and  741bs.,  three 
131b.,  131b..  and  81b.;  one  81b.;  four  71b.,  91b.,  191b.,  and  231b. ; 
Mrs,  Callander,  one  81b.  and  one  of  211b„  a  beauty  landed 
after  an  exciting  run  of  two  and  a-half  hours,  and  three  of 
941b..  101b.,  and  101b.,  while  Mr.  Callandar  landed  four  from 
71b,  to  221b.,  five  from  91b.  to  17lb„  eight  from  841b.  to  171b., 
and  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  one  of  81b.  on  the  same  water. 
On  the  Glenmuick  water  Lieutenant  Thynne  had  one  of 
841b„  while  Mr.  Black  had  on  the  Monaltrie  water  one  of 
841b. ,  two  of  741b.  and  841b.,  and  two  of  841b.  and  941b.,  on 
different  daysl  On  the  Glentana  water  Sir  William  Cun- 
liff  Brooks,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  friends  are  having  two  and 
three  fish  per  rod  daily,  while  some  days  the  average  is 
nearer  four  fish  per  rod.  The  Aboyne  water  is  fishing 
better  than  it  has  done,  but  the  fluctuations  in  the  size  of 
the  fish  militate  much  against  the  success  of  this  otherwise 
fine  stretch  of  the  river  which,  with  the  Upper  Dess’ water, 
has  proved  extremely  unfortunate  this  season.  On  the 
Lower  Dess  the  keepers  landed  five  fish,  scaling  from  841b. 
to  111b.  On  the  Carlogie  water  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell 
(son  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  M.P.)  had  two  of  121b.  and 
91b.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water  Mr,  Wm,  Lamond 
landed  four,  scaling  from  41b.  to  111b.,  while  Admiral  Fane 
had  a  fine  fish  on  tne  Borrowstone  water  of  1841b.  On  the 
Ballogie  water  Mr.  E.  Drummond  landed  three  of  101b., 
741b.,  and  111b.,  and  three  of  121b.  and  741b.,  and  the  first 
grisle  of  the  season,  scaling  34.1b.,  while  Mr.  W.  P.  Cample 
on  the  Woodend  water,  had  one  of  841b„  and  a  beauty  of 
201b.  on  another  occasion.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water 
Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  had  eight  fish  on  the  latter  days  of  last  week, 
scaling  from  81b.  to  191b.,  and  two  on  Monday,  one  111b. 
and  the  other  3741b.— the  finest  fish  killed  on  the  Dee 
within  the  memory  of  any  living  angler.  Tho  prize  Mr. 
Hay  got  last  week  was  a  fresh  run  beauty,  a  perfect  model 
of  asalmon,  and  fresh  from  the  sea.  It  is  a  trophy  which 
will,  no  doubt,  adorn  the  walls  of  Blackhall  Castle.  Some 
weeks  ago  Mi1.  Wat  son  Woodend  landed  a  fine  male  fish  of 
311b.  not  far  from  the  same  place,  where  his  more  success¬ 
ful  rival  has  just  been  grassed.  Trout  fishing  has  been  out 
of  the  question,  yet  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  baskets 
of  from  191b.  to  131b.  were  reported  from  the  Don  and 
Ythan.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— The  rod  and  net  fishings  suffered 
greatly  during  the  past  week  by  tho  stormy  nature  of  the 
weather.  Snow  fell  heavily  in  the  Banffshire  district  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  the  hills  were  thickly  coated. 
The  wind  was  piercingly  cold,  from  the  west  to  north.  By 
the  melting  of  the  snow  the  Deveron  was  running  over  the 
dykes  in  the  beginning  of  the  week.  Fish  would  have  run 
freely  had  it  not  been  for  tho  heavy  sea  which  continues  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  Consequently  the  catch  was  little 
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better  than  that  of  the  previous  week.  In  the  meantime 
the  net  fishermen  on  the  day  and  night  shifts  have  gene¬ 
rally  for  their  eight  to  ten  hours’  labour  two  salmon  of 
about  81b.  to  121b.,  a  grilse  of  311b.,  and  a  trout.  However, 
when  the  sea  settles  down  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
a  heavy  run  of  fish.  The  trout  fishing  has  fallen  off  gi’eatly 
owing  to  cold  and  stormy  weather,  the  average  basket 
being  under  101b.  One  fine  salmon,  the  second  landed  on 
the  river  for  the  season,  was  killed  on  the  13th  inst.  by  Mr 
Beattie,  of  Rothieway  House.  On  the  coast  at  most  of  the 
stations  the  stake-nets  were  more  or  less  cut  up  and  cast 
adnftby  the  heavy  breakers  rolling  in  from  the  north  in 
ttie  last  week.  No  sooner  were  they  righted  again 

°?  j'JOHohy  when  the  storm  was  nearly  as  furious,  and  none 
ot  the  cobbles  could  get  near  the  nets  on  Tuesday.  The 
nets  have  only  been  twice  visited  for  the  week,  when  from 
one  to  seven  salmon  and  very  few  grilse  were  got.  For  the 
week  the  total  number  of  boxes  from  the  Deveron  district 
was  tour,  of  a  little  over  2cwts.  each  in  weight.  The  small 
nshing  on  the  Gardenstown  coast  continues  to  do  well,  and 
the  same  number  of  boxes,  of  lighter  weight,  have  been 
despatched  to  the  markets  for  the  week.— H  W 

Sutherland  (Station  Hotel,  Invershi", 
Pf.B.)— Rod  fishing  on  the  tidal  waters  has  been  rather 
disappointing  of  late.  Mr.  Pearson  was  out  from  the 
hotel  last  week  and  caught  seven  trout  in  all,  two  of 
which  weighed  over  lib.  each.  Dr.  Poison,  Bonarbridge 
also  made  a  fair  basket.  On  Monday  this  week  he  got  one 
sea-trout  and  lost  another.  The  net  salmon  fishings  have 
been  successfully  prosecuted  both  on  Mr. Anderson’!  Scalp 
South  Bonar,  and  Rivermoutli,  shots,  and  Mr.  Smith’s 
Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fishings,  while  the  hauls 
made  on  Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo  Fishings 
at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  were  heavier  than  during 
any  other  week  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  It  is  esti- 
mated  that  the  salmon  despatched  during  the  week  from 
99  fishings  combined  would  aggregate  about 

Loch  Katrine.-Out  from  Trossachs  Hotel,  Wednesday, 
on  Loch  Achray,  E.  Pullar,  Esq.,  Bridge  of  Allan,  caught 
ten  excelient  trout,  weighing  71b. ;  Messrs.  T.  McFarlane  ■ 
and  I  erguson,  on  Loch  Katrine,  had  twenty-two  and  1 
fourteen  trout,  respectively.  Mr.  Pullar  had  eleven  on 
Ihursday.— R.  Blair. 

Loch  Shin  (Lairg  N.E.l-This  loch  was  fished  by  Colonel 
Eilesdale,  on  Saturday,  and  again  on  Monday.  Both  days 

were  very  bright,  with  a,  cold  easterly  wind.  On  Monday 
e\  emng,  Mr.  Hugh  Mackay,  watchmaker,  Lairg,  caught 
nrCei^i? Wednesday  evening  fishing  from 
the  shore  he  killed  thirty  fine  trout,  and  Mr.  Alex.  Grant 

f/r0t  0n  Tuesday,  Mr.  Grant  got  a 

dozen  ,  and  Mr.  H.  Mackay  two  dozen.  Quite  a  return  of 
^athersince  Thursday.  Heavy  fall  of  snow  on 
9ltin?l.norrh  Wlnd  with  drifting  showers  on 
Saturday.  Shaded  thermometer  on  Saturday  showed  a 
peS^ure  °fj*9  deg.,  and  a  minimum  of  29  deg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kckcrsly,  Lancashire  * 

the^Ash  IMn^-niPenmria  t’  th<AMb"Marple  ;  J  oseph  Vaughan’ 
the  Ash-Marple,  and  Jas.  Richmond,  Pollock  Shields  pre¬ 
sently  residing  at  Cuilfail  Hotel  were  not  so  successful 
during  last  week  as  they  would  have  been  if  the  weather 
had  been  more  genial.  Still  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 


were  brought  in  amongst  them.  As  soon  as  the  weather 
turns,  sport  is  bound  to  ^improve. — John  M,  Fad  yen. 

Loch  Garry  (Tomdoun  Hotel). — There  is  a  party  of 
seven  staying  at  Tomdoun,  and  have  been  lately  enioying 
excellent  sport.  Fishing  on  Loch  Garry,  on  the  9th,  Mr. 
Moore  killed  three  Salmo  ferox  and  a  basket  of  large 
trout.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  A.  C.  B'riggs  and  Mr.  E.  Briggs 
landed  heavy  baskets  of  trout  of,”  Loch  Garry  and  Upper 
River  Garry  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  Briggs  had  good 
sport  on  the  loth ;  fifteen  of  the  heaviest  trout  weighed 
lolb.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Fowler  got  twenty-three  trout, 
weighing  1541b.  Mr.  Shepherd  got  a  basket  of  41b. ;  and 
?«iithe  fame  day  Mr.  Moore  killed  a  very  fine  fish,  weighing 
1810.,  after  about  three-quarter  of  an  hour’s  play.— Hison 

Loch  Tay  and  River  Lyon  (Kemnore,  N.B.)— On  the 
hotel  water  last  week  Mr.  Mellor,  of  Liverpool  caught  sixty 
one  trout,  weighing  271bs.:  Mr.  Spottiswode  on  the  11th 
ca,I!rg  , a  saJmon  on  River  Lyon,  weighing  181bs.— Knight. 

Marlee  Loch  (Perthshire).— The  largest  pike  on  re¬ 
cord  as  having  been  caught  on  Marlee  Loch  has  been 
hooked  by  Mr.  Carr,  forester  and  party  from  a  boat.  It 
weighed  over  321b.,  measured  from  snout  to  tail  three  feet 
nine  inches,  and  in  girth  behind  the  gills  about  two  feet  — 
David  G.  Grewer. 

,  dnve^aii,  N.B.),  —  Capital  sport  has  been  got 
during  the  past  week,  despite  the  stormy  weather  which 

Aniis'tfotV/ia  Moaday.  Rev.  J.  Chichester,  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  an  111b.  salmon,  and  on  Tuesday,  two, 

.  ‘Lnd  9d)-  ,  On  Wednesday  a  thirteen-pounder  was 
landed  on  Pool  Clarag,  by  Colonel  Sir  John  Ferguson 
Davie,  also  from  the  Hotel ;  and  on  Thursday.  Rev.  J 
Chichester  caught  a  fine  fish  of  171h„  on  Fall  Pool.  On 
Friday,  Colonel  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie  caught  four 
salmon,  lOAlb.,  111b.,  941b.,  and  101b.,  on  Cromarty  Pool  • 
n'n  Pnalinnin’ 1,1  bq  and  10 Jib.,  on  Fir  Dam  ;  and  one  of  111b.,’ 
9af( °?,1,,cl.arag;  being  seven  fish  in  all  to  his  own  rod  in 

?n'h  o f 1  ° ^  c !f  h  1  71 as  79ilb-  or  an  average  of  over 

111b.  each.  On  Saturday  the  same  angler  caught  a  thirteen- 
P°a™eri9n  PiPe1,  s  Fool,  and  one  of  81b.  on  Bridge  Pool  ■ 
and  Mr  Davie,  one  salmon  of  121b.,  on  Angus  Pool  and  a 
ten-pounder  on  Big  Clarag.-McB.  ’ 

®f  Scotland.— Angling  is  at  present  at  an  ox- 
ceedingly  low  ebb  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Fishing  below 

iw, pbie,iMA  w  'eeJ  in.  tbe  Annan,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 

Annan,  hooked  and  landed  a  new  run  grilse 
of  4zlb.  with  the  worm  bait.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Coleby,  Annan 
Parsonage,  caught  eleven  yellow  trout  on  Monday  with 
small  fly  by  fishing  up-stream.  Other  catches  reported  are 
Shnif  w°x»h  recording.  Heatiierbell. 
Strathpeffer  (Spa  Hotel)-— On  the  14th  inst.  Mr.  John 

p vrlnarn  i b a(lr a  7lb-  salmon  in  the  Turn  pool.  On  the 
loth  Mr.  John  Maclennan  had  a  101b.  salmon  in  the  Globe 
pool.  On  the  16th  Mr.  Whyte  had  a  91b.  salmon  in  thl 

Minh °fnVLndPMr-  Pi  Maclean.  same  day,  had  a  salmon 

11m.  in  the  Fanmck  stream. — A.  Wallace 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water.)-I  have  another  fair 
weeks  trout  fishing  to  report,  although  it  can  scarcely 
compare  with  its  predecessor.  This,  however  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  considerable  fall  in  the  volume  of 
f  ®  r  1  ',c r ’ as  e pas  b Y  bright  sunshine  inthe  early 
part  of  the  week,  and  cold  biting  winds  towards  tho  end 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Mackenzie  Partington,  Merklands,  Blair- 


p^,oa°’7rSbCid  kbe  Murthly  water,  and  landed  four  splendid 
‘V80  hpoked  a  salmon  of  about  181b„  but  after 
some  little  skirmishing  succeeded  in  losing  it-much  to  his 

he  had  six  trout  on  the 
®ai “’e^tretch,  while  Mr.  Wilson,  Markinch,  Fife,  had  nine 
on  the  hotel  beat.  On  the  Murthly  and  Delvine  waters  on 

Sirday’^rVW  lsonkilled  flfteen-  averaging  lib.  each 
JT'day  and  Saturday  were  blank.  To-day  (Monday)  Mr 

w?!!iLk,.layJ1QW’  Birnam,  had  three  fine  trout.  Warm 
weather  and  a  good  downpour  of  rain  are  much  wanted.— 

-,3V7.e,e1d;AI,llriIne  tbe  Past  week  the  conditions,  both 
m?n°p;?ihonc  aPfd  state  of  river,  has  been  dead  against  pis. 
catorial  pursuits.— Maxwheel.  p 


Irish  Reports. 


t  Patlmdf1i'ry-  &c  (East  Tyrone).— On  tho  Kildress 

tributaoy  falis  the  record  of  the  week,  as  Mr.  Kempson 
killep  seventy-two  trout,  averaging  one  pound  each.  On 
Mr.  George  Stevenson,  Mr.  James 

rm.ph’  h.!  i°lhr,Cri  °Ca  anArIers  had  good  takes  of  trout.  Not 
much  has  been  done  on  the  preserved  waters. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).-SDort 

cauJhten  DnnM  F°°r  he7ev  f°nlyI1tbree  salmon  have  been 
caught.  Donal  Leary  had  two  9Jlbs.  and  131bs.  and  Denis 

Currane  one  8;,lbs.  The  trout  fishing  has  been  good  on 

sT,ata7le’i?ne  a,ngler  doing  especially  well.  Peel  and 

Denneii\°  tmU<3  t0  rUn  up  ln  good  numbers.— Thos.  J. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River.— Colonel 

^asonl°^'f°R^earufSnay’t!C£fUgA^  °De  grilSe  <the  flSt  °f  th«‘ 

I  if  ,?.nb  01  41b.,  and  on  Saturday,  one  of  341b  •  Mr  E 

&;»n  Wednesday,  one  salmon.  1341b. ;’  Mr.'  I).’ 
Evans,  on  Thursday,  one  salmon,  1041b. ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon  on 
41b.,  and  on  Saturday,  one  trout,  541b.  ; 
ivtr.  i  S.  Hart,  on  Friday,  on  salmon,  111b.  Trout  fishinv 
was  also  poor.  The  weather  did  not  affect  the  fish  in  the 
Stowes  so  much  for  as  the  water  was  in  good  ply 
capital  sport  was  had  there.  Mr.  T.  Gilrory  on  Tuesdav 

nFck'^FHdlv^on  °th  S,alm0D’  nflbd  Colonel  Thereade- 
mcK,  on  Friday,  on  the  lower  waters,  one,  61b.;  Mr.  T 

Mr  ]J  Temnh  aon0s  t(he  apper  waters,  two,  141b.  and  101b. j 
Mr  ri  vrF!J7L’  0n  Saturday,  on  the  lower  waters,  one,  111b.; 
liih  U™  w  i"an^  on  Tuesday,  on  the  upper  waters,  one 
S;,?  ^tdne8day’  °n  the  lower  waters,  one,  151b. i  on 

on  Thursdav®  °ne  ?*  101b’:  Mr-  M-  Gallaher, 

&  Sons  ^  y’  the  1  wer  waters,  one,  lllb.-M  Rogan 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-On  Mav  13 

General  Gunter  killed  three  salmon,  171b  1141b  7^11,  • 

2Rby  InVMnrihW-  ^0ung  ia  oae  hour  had  two  splendid  &  ’ 
7-  P,  a,ud  191b  ;  May  16,  General  Gunter,  one,  261b. ;  Mav 
i ,  C  olonel  Williams  and  Mr,  H.  M,  Courage  fishing  in  the 

M™cSuFa’eeWone16-IbihandT  9ib‘ !  Cph  Williams  id 

silverF  fish  nf  9mh  2Tb; :  J?hn  a"d  W.  Barry,  one  beautiful 
' efy  ush  of  261b.  I  went  up  the  lake  yesterday  in  order 
to  satisfy  myself  about  the  rising  of  the  Green  Drake  Thp 


HIGH  CLASS  TOBACCOS. 

ORIGINAL  PRIZE  MEDALS, 

Jessamine,  May  Blossom,  Prize  Medal  Bird’s  Eye,  Gold  Flake,  Golden  Yalley 

Navy  Cut,  Waverley  Mixture, 

ARE  THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM,  IN  PATENT  AIRTIGHT  TINS  *  PACKETS 

bearm  LAMBERT  &  BUTLER’S  names  and  trade  mark  on  the  labels. 

HORTON’S  “FACTOTUM”  ROD. 

An  efficient  combination  of  a  12ft.  Single- 
Handed  Rod  with  a  16ft.  Grilse  Rod* 

This  Rod  is  absolutely  of  the  best  workmanship,  and  is 
the  most  perfect  combination  rod  yet  offered. 

Part  iculars  post  f  ree. 

W.  HORTON,  Rod  Manufacturer, 

11,  Exchange  Square,  Glasgow,  and 
31,  Port  Street,  Stirling. 

Complete  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  High-class  Fishing 
Tackle,  post  free,  3d. 
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THE  FISHER’S  FLASK. 

Top  is  Hinged. 

Cannot  be  Lost 
in  the  Grass. 


NO  LEATHER. 

Flask  can  be  put 
in  the 

_  Water  to  Cool 

Plated  Cup  and  Cap— 17/6,  19/6,  22/- 
Flasks  from  1/-. 

S-  FTSftf-o  188>  gTRAND| 


SEA  FISHING  A  SCIENCE 

WHEN  USING 

C.  &  R.  BROOKS’S 

Ruhl«la45alliS’  ^°"ble  Twist,  Red,  White,  and  Black 
Rubber  Eels,  for  Pollock  and  Bass,  Soleskin  Baits  and 
_ Original  Spinner  lor  Mackerel,  &o. 

Praw^?«!f ’  <£,U?r  anS  ®eam  Trawls.— A  Speciality. 
Prawn  and  Shrimp  Nets.  Crab  and  Lobster  Pots. 

The  Ve™  r  i-te<l  £mee  ,ot  a11  kinds  of  Ashing, 
the  Very  Latest  New  Carrier  for  Salmon  Bass  or  Pike 

r\  i  .  j  ?  Ashing  Gazette,  September  6. 1890. 

0nlyM  Add/es? :  South  of  England  Tackle 
Manufactory.  Stonehouse.  Plymouth. 


WORM-FLY. 

=4'  I„hftd  made  th,e  lo,ch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twenty- 
six,  every  one  of  which  exceeded  jib.  The  largest 

wSoleTm‘e  t^h'-!Tl,:  the  b6Se‘  dozen’  181b-:  and  the 
b'(  ?  be  worm  fly,  Mr.  Donald  Watson's 
1 4  n » V  g.  ?7t  k,ller'  accounted  for  all  but  a  few," 

28^DAY  °N  a  MooRLAND  Tarn,  iishing  Gazette,  March 

On  loops  or  strands  of  gut,  2/6  per  doz. 
D.  WATSON, Pishing  Tackle  Maker,  Inverness 


TOOTHACHE 

flTTPEn  T\TC!T  A  *KTfTiT  Tr 


Fourth  Edition,  367  pages,  crown  8vo.,  cloth.  Now  Ready,  price  12/6.  post  free. 

TROUT  s  HOW  TO  BREED  &  GROW  THEM. 

BY  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

T  „  ,  illustrated. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
St.  Dunsxan’s^House, ^Fetter  Lane. 


—  V.»uuiv/U,  LULL  piLk 

Nights  Prevented. 

NERVINE 


CURED  INSTANTLY  BY 

S3  B  1  Prevents  Decay,  Saves 

Dull  B  U  Extracti°n.  Sleepless 

Neuralgic  Headaches  ana 
all  Nerve  Pains  removed 
by  BUNTBR’S  NERVINE. 

All  Chemists,  Is.  14d. 

Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &c.,  writ- 
ing  in  Health ,  says  — 

“ 1  BUNTER’S  NERVINE  ’  has  stood  the  most 
severe  test.  For  many  years  it  has’  been  the 
favourite  household  Remedy  for  TOOTH-ACHE 
and  kindred  ailments  of  NEURALGIC  character. 
It  contains  nothing  of  a'deleterious  nature,  and 
should  claim  an  honoured  place  in  every  familv 
medicine  chest.”  J 


May  23,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


HOTEL  NOTICE. 

rpHR  under-mentioned  proprietor  has  built  a 
A  new  Ilotel  mid- way  between  the  well-known 
fishing  Lakes  of  Corrib  and  Mask,— halt-an-hour’s 
walk  to  either  lake,  and  one  hour's  drive  to 
the  fishing  Lake  of  Lough  -na-Foliey.  The 
kind  and  generous  landlord.  Lord  Ardilaun, 
has  built  a  new  road  this  spring  around 
Mount  Gable  to  Lough  Coolin,  which  is  the  most 
picturesque  drive  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  com¬ 
manding  a  full  view  of  Lough  Corrib  and  Lough 
Mask,  and  the  Joyce  County  Mountains ;  this  is 
one  hour’s  drive  from  the  Hotel.  There  has  been 
also  a  new  county  road  recently  constructed  from 
the  foot  of  Mount  Gable  along  the  shores  of  the 
Mask  and  Lough-na-Foliey,  to  meet  the  Maam 
and  Leenane  road  :  this  drive  is  admitted  to  be 
the  very  best  scenery  in  Connemara,  almost  un¬ 
known  “ere  this”  to  the  tourist.  Along  this 
route  there  are  several  waterfalls  and  beautiful 
glens  worthy  to  be  seen  ;  there  is  excellent  fishing 
on  all  those  lakes.  All  free  fishing,  except  the 
Corrib.  Salmon  and  trout  in  abundance.  Hotel 
within  live  miles  of  Lough  Corrib.  Steamer 
“  Cong,”  which  plies  daily  between  Galway  and 
Cong,  sixteen  miles  from  Leenane  Hotel  by  the 
new  road.  Cars  to  meet  steamer.  Boats  and 
attendance  at  6s.  per  day  :  tariff,  £2  5s.  per  week. 
Posting  at  moderate  prices. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  the  Proprietor 
John  a’ Joyce,  J.P., 

Mount  Gable  Hotel, 

Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland 


The  LIGHTEST  ROD  in  USE.  Weight  7  to  10  oz 

Booth’s  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box  price  4s.  8d. 

Carriage  paid  for  4jd.  extra 
"  We  have  had  this  rod  in  constant  use  every 
season  for  heavy  bream,  tench,  peTch,  eels,  nach, 
&c.,  and  it  is  as  straight  and  strong  as  ever.’  - 
Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  September  28th,  1889. 

1  yard  gut  cast  . .  «  „  Is.  3d.  per  dozen 

2  ii  ii  . 2s.  5d.  i, 

8  ii  ii  . 3s.  4d.  i, 

Finest  drawn  gut  manufactured,  15  inch,  4s.  pei 
100 ;  2s.  per  50 ;  and  7d.  per  dozen. 

Best  Trout  Gut,  very  strong,  2s.  6d.  per  100. 
Fine  Trout  Gut.  2s.  per  100.  Salmon  Gut,  6s.  9d 
Gold  Fish,  3s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

Tin  to  hold  6  doz.,  Is.  each. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon  St.,  Hull. 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  &  Gut  Merchant. 

PRACTICAL  DODGY 

UTILITIES. 

Skates. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 

Lists  Free. 


HILL’S, 

4,  Haymarket,  S.  W. 


BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 

EYED  TROUT  OVA,  15s.  per  1,000 
FRY  from  £1  per  1,000. 
Year-old  FISH  at  reduced  rates. 

A  fern  Year •  Old  SI  A  CK  BA  SS  for  Sale 

W.  T.  SILK,  Stamford 

New  Bait  for  Pollack,  Bass,  &e. 

THE 

DOUBLE  WORM. 

The  most  deadly  Bait  known.  Fish  are  mad 
after  it.  Three  by  post,  Is.  ;  ditto,  larger,  Is.  6d. 

HEARDER,  PLYMOUTH. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing. 
Inventors  of  the  celebrated  Plymouth 
Sand  Kels,  Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds 
of  fishing. 

Otter  and  Beam  Trawls,  Trammels, 
Naturalists’  and  Oyster  Dredges. 
Established  1770.  Highest  awards  everywhere. 


THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

Is  published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Herrcke 
&  Lebeuing.  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 
Fishing  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post-paid.  Annual 
subscription,  post-free,  12  Marks  (12  shillings) 

SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIUALOE,  IRELAND. 

AfOST  reliable  Information  as  to  8almon,  Grilse, 
III  and  Trout  Fishing,  in  free  and  preserved  waters, 
river  and  lake,  at  thisst  ation  ;  also  as  to  aocommoda 
lion  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to  river 
JSzosnses,  shortest  route  from  England  and  Scotland 
on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Co.  Clare 
Ireland  — N.B.  The  Gre  en  Drake  season  on  lake  com 
mences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big  trout 
aro  about  in  thousands. 


HENRY  WILD’S 

Celebrated  Pure  Silk  Plaited  &  Twisted 
Lines  at  reduced  prices- 

Plaited  No.  1  Fine  Trout  or  Roach,  100  yds.  1/0 

„  „  2  Strong  Trout  ...  „  „  2/* 

„  „  3  Barbel  . 2/10 

,,  „  4  Pike 

,,  „  5  Salmon 

,,  ,,  0  Heavy  Salmon 


3/10 

4/6 

6/6 


68,  HOUNDSGATE,  NOTTINGHAM. 


[Season  1889-90.] 

TROUT. 

OVA,  158.,  FEY,  JE1,  per  1000  YEAR- 
LINGS,  £2  per  100 

MATURE  COARSE  FISH, 

including  Minnows,  Gudgeon,  Dace,  Roach, 
Oarp,  Tench,  Bream,  Perch,  &c.,  from  10s.  per  100. 
To  prevent  disappointment  order  early. 

Price  Lists  free  from 

THOMAS  FORD,  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

N.B.— Book  on  Trout  Fishing,  One  Shilling. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLIES 

FOR 

THE  USE. 

Mr,  J.  CLARE  has  W.  E.  Acteson’s 
patterns,  tied  by  Miss  Louie  Clare ; 
recommended  by  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
The  Field,  Land  and  Water,  &c. 

Salmon  Flies  and  Grub,  12/-  perdoz. 
Trout  Flies,  2/-  per  doz. 

Day  and  Season  Tickets  for  the  noted 
Yspittie  water  for  Salmon  and  Trout  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  J.  Clare,  Fishing 
Tackle  Maker,  Abergavenny. 

Fishing  in  the  North  #  West  Ridings. 

Anglers  contemplating  a  visit  to  the  Aire, 
Wharfe,  Ribble,  Greta,  Wenning,  Yore,  Wensley, 
or  other  rivers  in  the  North  and  West  Ridings 
of  Yorkshire,  and  desirous  of  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  Fishing,  Lodgings,  &c.,  should  make 
their  wants  known  through  the  medium  of  the 

Craven  Herald, 

published  at  Skipton-ln-Craven,  which  has  the 
most  extensive  circulation  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  these  rivers. 

Views  of  the  Wharfe,  Bolton  Abbey,  &c.,  may 
be  obtained  at  the  office  of  this  paper  j 


INDIA  RUBBER  STAMPS 

For  Heading  Note-paper 
Endorsing  Envelopes,  Cheque 
and  Postal  Cards,  Marking 
Linen,  Crests,  Facsimiles,  &c 
Price  and  Pattern  Sheets,  post- 
free. 

MONOGRAMS, 

Two-letter,  Is.  each ;  Three- 
letter,  2s.  each.  Full-name,  in 
neat  type,  1/4  each,  mounted 
on  brass,  with  ebonised  ban. 
die,  and  complete  with  Box, 
Pad,  and  Ink.  Postage  3d 
extra.  Pocket  Stamps  of  aU 
This  Style  from  kinds.  J.  Berkley,  8,  Livery- 
28.  each.  street,  Birmingham. 
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FISHING  RODS. 

HOPKINS’  SPLICE  OR  JOINT  FASTENER,  for 
Fishing  Rods  (Protected  Right  No.  4098)  ensures 
perfect  action  throughout  the  rod  when  casting,  and 
is  only  about  half  the  weight  of  the  common  round 
brasses  or  sockets  in  use.  No  hitch-fastener, 
screw,  or  usual  tying  required.  A  Tod  can  be  put  to¬ 
gether  or  taken  down  in  a  minute.  This  Splice  or 
Joint  Fastener  makes  the  old-fashioned  Irish 
switch  or  withy  rod  perfect.  The  late  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  the  veteran  angler,  called  this  small  Irish 
rod  the  multum  in  parvo  rod,  and  I  have  known 
many  anglers  kill  large  Salmon  with  this  little  rod, 
about  forty  years  ago,  on  Lord  Kilmorey’s  Estates 
iu  the  North  of  Ireland.— Apply  to  Capt.  Hopkins, 
No.  1,  Pittville  Parade,  Cheltenham. 

OYSTERS !  OYSTERS 


“  I  hiil  me  under  the  Gabardine  for  fear  of  the 
storm.  Shakespeare. 

BURBERRY’S  ANGLING  SUIT 

IN  PATENT 

GABARDINE  COMBINATIONS 

IS  UNEXCELLED  FOB 

Home,  Indian,  or  Colonial  Wear. 


Norton’s  Oyster  Rooms, 

ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 
Established  1826. 


Combinations  \ 

( Outside  Gabardine. 
Inside  Tweed.) 


Gabardine  is  a  Stout 
inen.  Waterproofed 
by  a  New  and  Per¬ 
manent  Electrical 
Process,  and  the 
Tweeds  aro  treated 
by  the  Kainproofing 
System  in  use  in 
H.M.  War  Departmt. 


For  Royal  Whitstable  and  other  native  oysters  this 
establishment  stands  unrivalled  in  the  North  of 
England, 

Fresh  supplies  daily  throughout  the  entire  season. 
Oysters  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Continent,  packed  in  barrels  of  the  requisite  size. 
Quality — unequalled.  Despatch— immediate. 

ONE  TRIAL  WILL  CONVINCE. 


THESE 


PROOF 


GARMENTS  ARE 

3  THE  STOUTEST  THORNS, 
a  THE  HEAVIEST  RAINS, 
d  ROT  OK  MILDEW,  ANTS, 
or  otiieu  Tropical  Insects. 


00 


TROUT  FLIES. 

PRITT’S  AND  THEAKSTONE’S 

Small-sized  hackled  Flies  on  hair  or  gut, 

For  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  &c. 
3  dozen,  4/-;  1/6  per  dozen;  hair  casts,  3  for  2/-; 
single  hair  packets,  3/-. 

Francis’s  Loch  Flies  for  Scotland,  Wales,  an 
England,  2/-  per  dozen. 


Address — J.  Pickersgill,  12,  Bingley  St.,  Leeds. 


The  IVANHOE, 

Yery  Old  Scotch  Whisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  BE  GOT 

To  be  had  from  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
In  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 

DIRECT  FROM  SOLE  PROPRIETORS — 

D,  A.  RHIND  &  CO.,  LEITH. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Books 

send  2s.  Cd.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “  The  Publishers’  Cir¬ 
cular  and  Booksellers’  Record,”  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Spencer 

Street, 


Birmingham 


Gold 
Watches 
25/-,  Solid 
r  Silver  Brooches 
lOd.  Necklets  8/- 
r  Lockets  1/3,  Lady's 
'cl. Gold  Dress  Kings 
8/6,  Gold  Earrings  2/9, 
Brooches  5/,  Lockets  8/6 
Our  New  Grand“Shakes- 
perian  Catalogue."  Over 
1,200  Engravings  of  bigh- 
class  Watches  and  Jewellery 
Bent  Post  Free  on  application- 


See  one  before  purchasing. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 


LONDON  AND 
COUNTY 
ADYANCE  & 
DISCOUNT 


LIMITED. 

Cash  Advances 
from 

£10  to  £500,  at 
moderate  rates 

Bills  Discounted.  Forms  Gratis. 

57  &  68,  CHANCERY  LANE. 

JOHN  STONE,  Sec 

ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
SAMrsoN  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER’S  DIARY  for  1891. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  subjects: — Names  and  particulars 
of  Fishing-  Stations  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &c.  ;  the  Close  Seasons  j| 
and  Cost  of  Rod  Licences  in  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for  ; 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &.C.,  &c. 


Yet  PERFECTLY  VENTILATING,  very  DURABLE, 
and  as  comfortable  as  ordinary  Tweed  Garments. 

‘Fish  Hooks  will  not  enter  it, 

gabardine, 

beyond  the 
barb.”  MaJ. 
Genl.  Osborn. 
— M.s.C. 

Unequalled 
for  Light¬ 
ness,  Com¬ 
fort  in  wear  and 
adaptability  to  the 
various  require¬ 
ments  of  Fishing. 

The  pockets  are 
convenientlyplaced 
and  roomy,  all  but¬ 
tons  are  covered, 
and  for  wading  the 
Skirt  is  made  De¬ 
tachable,  knick- 
erbocker 
bree  ches 
and  gaiters 
are  made 
to  lace. 

Gabardine  is  made  in  three  thicknesses. 

AIRY-  /  For  Summer  and  Tropical  wear.  Approx 

LIGHT  1  imate  weight  of  coat,  2%  lbs. 

MTTITMN  /  For  Spring,  Autumn,  Colonial,  or  general 
au  j.  uiiiN  |  purposes.  Approximate  weight,  8|  lbs. 

(  For  Mid-winter  Wear  and  use  in  very  cold 
WINTER  -  climates,  indestructible  and  untearable. 

I  Approximate  weight,  4i{  lbs. 

PRICE  IN  EACH  QUALITY — Coats,  42/-,  52/6,  and  03/-  each 
Breeches,  30/-,  36/-,  and  42/-  per  pair. 

By  judicious  combination  of  thin  or  thick  Woollen 
inner  lining  with  the  above  makes  of  Gabardine,  any 
required  warmth  may  be  obtained.  The  variation  in 
price  depends  entirely  on  the  tweed. 


THE  COAT-AN’-CAPE 

Affords  a  grateful  warmth,  is  invaluable  for  DRIVING, 
WALKING,  or  SPORT.  An  excellent  protection 
against  RAIN,  COLD  WINDS,  or  FISH  HOOKS, 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which  will 
take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by  the  leading 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d„ 
6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra)  it 
the  Maker- WM.  KING,  157,  COMMERCIAL 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


Devonshire  Rivers. 

DEVONSHIRE  FLIES 

(Good  in  any  Stream),  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
FLIES  MADE  TO  PATTERN. 

A  LA/RGE  STOCK  OF  RODS  AND 
TACKLE  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

TJw  Devon  and  other  artificial  Baits,  Reels,  j 
Lines,  Gut  Casting  Lines,  Ply  Books,  Wading  i 
Stodkings  and  Trousers,  Baskets,  and  every  other  j 
requisite. 

Address — WILLIAM  MUDFORD, 

Fore  Street,  Tiverton,  Devonshire. 

Ticket  .Depot  for  the  Tiverton  Fishing  Association,  j 

CROFTS’ 

CELEBRATED  PLAITED  LINES. 

’Fine  Roach,  2/-;  Trout,  2/6  ;  Barbel,  8/6 ;  Pike, 
4/6 ;  salmon,  6/6  per  100  yards.  Any  length 
supplied.  Samples  ld. 

LIVE  BAIT.—  Lob  Worms,  3/-  per  1,000,  2/- 
500;  Small  Mixed  Worms,  Caddis  Bait,  1/6  aud 
2/6  per  bag  ;  60  Live  Minnows,  with  Bait  Tin,  3/6. 


Price— 2J,  3,  &  84  Guineas. 

BURBERRY’S  (PATENT) 

SPORTSMANS  STOCKINGS. 


The  flap  which  is 
woven  into  these 
Stockings  turns 
down  over  top  of 
boot  and  effect¬ 
ually  prevents 
heather,  stubble, 
dirt,  &c.,  from 
working  in 
where  gaiters 
are  not  worn.  In 
best  qualities 
hand • made 
Scotch  Checks 
and  plain  Hea- 
.  ther  mixtures. 

"  Size— 10, 10$,  and  *v- 
11  in. 

Price— 7/0  and  10/-  each. 


46,  SUSSEX  STREET,  NOTTINGHAM.  T.  BURBERRY,  BASINGSTOKE. 
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LOOK  HERE!! 

For  12s.  <3(1.  I  will  forward  you  a  throe  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  well-flnislicd  Greenlieart  Fly 
Rod,  in  bag,  11  feet  long,  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  incli  Bronzed  Reel,  with  revolving 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Fritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  Od.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
G .  BICHARDSON,  G tin  &  Fishing  Tackle  Makex1 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


REUBEN 

HEATON 

161  to  165, 

Hospital  Street, 

BlRMUTCrHAM. 


SPECIALITIES  TO  BE  HAD  ONLY  FROM 

HUTCHIN  SON  & 

STRICKLANDGATE,  KENDAJL, 

Superior  Greenheart,  and  Whole  Cane  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods. 

price  25s.  Kendal  Combination  Wood  and  Metal  Fish  Creels, 

from  3s.  2d.,  for  Salmon, 
Winged  Flics,  Is.  6d.  per 
;oocls  of  the  best  possible 


Kendal  Solid  Leather  Fish  Creels,  price  25s. 

price  5s.  fid.  each.  Special  Compact  carry-all  Fishing  Bags  for  Trout, 
11s.  North  country  Hackle  Flies,  superior  quality.  Is.  3d.  per  dozen, 
dozen.  North  country  Fly  Casts,  9s.  per  dozen.  We  guarantee  ail  our 
material  and  workmanship.  Price  List  Post-free. 


PRACTICAL  MAKER  OF 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  Wood  Reels 

Of  every  description.  Established  1857. 

PATENTEE  of  the  “  Strike  from 
the  Winch  Reel,”  “Brake  Reel,”  “Ven¬ 
tilate  Spindleless  Reel,”  and  the  noted 
“  Patent  Screw  Joints  for  Rods.” 

Possesses  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  Assortment  of  Fish¬ 
ing  Reels  in  the  world. 

These  goods  can  he  obtained  from  all 
respectable  Fishing  -T ackle  Makers. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

FLY  FISHING: 

Largest  Stock  of  Flies  in  London. 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (300  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  3  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(33  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holborn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  MARK.  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock. 


CLOSED. 


NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

Paley’s  Tackle  &  Fly  Pouch 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping.  Casts, 
Flies  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a 
large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little 
loom  in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price,  No.  1  size,  Is.  7d.;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fish¬ 
ing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 
WILLIAM  BIRKE T, 
LORD  STREET,  PRESTON. 
Wholesale  Agents:  • 

S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch. 


The  Last  Great  Invention  for  Anglers. 

THE  ANGLERS’  HOOK  BOOK 


(REGISTERED  No.  12924). 


TIME  AND 
TliOUBLE 
SAVED. 


NO  HOOKS 
WASTED. 


Prices,  bound  in  strong  cloth  cases,  4/6,  5/6, '.7/6.  Postage  3d.  extra. 

Fitted  with  the  best  quality  gut  hooks,  assorted  sizes  for  Roach  and 
Bream,  10/6,  12/6,  and  15/-  each, 

And  may  be  obtained  from-the  Maker, 

-A.  ZP-AGKE!  WOOD, 

59  and  60,  HIGH  STREET,  HUNTINGDON. 

A  single  book1of1tl1  be  •With0"t.tlui3  use™  ?00k’  Keeps  - tlie  gut  of  the  hooks  perfectly  straight.  - 
ok  ot  the  size  required  can  be  drawn  out  without  Interfering  with  the  stock  of  hooks. 
10  avoid  disappointment  Orders  are  respectfully  solicited  at  once. 


ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  GAN  BE  HAD ,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR 

THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARS  TON  &  CO.,  LIMITED ,  ST.  DUNS  TAN'S  HOUSE, 

FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 

A  ^^K^A^KlibK.  Being  a  complete  treatise  on  theart  of  Angling  in  every  branch.  By  FRANCIS 
r  RANCIS,  late  Angling  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  Edition.  Revised  and  Improved,  to  which 
is  added  (1887;  a  memoir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  16  Plates,  Crown  Svo,  15s. 

.A  IST,  Jli-ustrations.—  Frontispiece,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie;  Plate  I.  Pike  Disgorgers, 

Wood  s  Spinner,  etc.  (8  figs);  I.  The  Slider  and  other  Floats,  etc.  (10  figs.);  III.  Knots,  Hitches,  etc. 

(,  figs.);  IV.  Spinning  h  lights.  Leads,  etc.  (8  figs.);  V.  Spinning  Tackles  Baited  (9  figs.);  VI.  Live- 
bait  Tackles,  etc.  (12  figs.):  VII.  Natural  Trout  Flies  (22  coloured  figs.)  VIII.  Tackle  for  Minnow- 
Spinning,  etc.  (S  figs.);  IX  Imitations  of  Grubs  and  Beetles  (6  coloured  figs.);  X.  Salmon-Flies  :  The 
Jock  Scott,  Butcher,  and  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XI.  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Flv  (3' 
coloured  figs.);  XII.  The  Tartan,  Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  [figs.);  XIII.  The  Popham, 

Shannon,  and  Owenmore  h  lies  (3  coloured  figs  );  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.);  XV.  Salmon- 
Fly  Dressing  (9  figs.);  XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs.). 

“  The  best  angling  book  ever  published.”— Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

Vol.  I.  Salmon  and  Trout.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL  With  Contributions 
by  HENRY  R.  FRANCIS,  Major  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE,  FREDERIC  M  HALFORD 
H.  S.  H^LL,  and  THOMAS  ANDREWS.  With  Frontispiece,  8  Fulhpage  lllusfrations  of 
Fishmg  Subjects  by  C.  H  WHVM PER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  150  Illustrations 
of  Tackle,  occ.  I  lfth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  Svo,  10s.  6d. 

Vol.  II.  Pike  and  other  Coarse  Fish.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL  With 
Contributions  by  the  MARQUIS  OF  EXETER,  WILLIAM  SENIOR  G  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIS,  H.  R.  FRANCIS,  and  R;  B.  MARSTON.  With  Frontispiece  0  Full  paae  IllusUa 
turns  of  Fishing  Subjects  by  <J.  H  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  126 
Illustrations  of  1  ackle,  &c.  Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  Svo,  10s.  6d 

The  Sporting-  Fish  of  Great  Britain.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELlT  Illus¬ 
trated  by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fish  m  Gold,  Silver,  and  Colours.  First  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  15s. 

M°DFlVvTN°NeFnent™  Tackle  and  Fish  Ho^ksT  By  H.  CHOLMON- 

_  Wlth  Two  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  i's, 

Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Crown  8vo.  Price  Cs. 

The  Sea-Fisherman.  Ly  J.  C.  WILCOCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and 
Line  Fishmg  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  and  Remarks  on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
Illustrated  with  Woodcuts  of  Leads,  Laited  Hooks,  Knots,  Nets,  Boats,  &c.,  and  Detailed  Des^ 


Floating’  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  Withfull 

Illustrated  Directions,  and  containing  Nibety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Patterns,  together  with  a  few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  15* 

North  Country  Trout  Flies.  By  T.  E.  PRITT.  With  Coloured  Plates  of  all  the  best  FlieT 

Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 


The  American  Salmon  Fisherman. 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 

Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle.  Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use 
HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  Od. 


By  HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated.  116  pages 


By 


Recollections  of  Fly-Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling.  Bv  EDWARD 
HAMILTON,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  &c.  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Salmon  Problems.  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Boards,  2s.  6d. ;  cloth,  3s.  6d.  " 

An  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dovedale.  Being  an  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks7  Holiday 
in  July  and  August,  1SS4.  Imp,  32mo,  fancy  boards,  Is.  ;  limp  leather-cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is.  6d.  * 


Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  N  ew.  By  the  Author  of  “  An  Amateur  Angler’s  Da  vs  in  Dnve 
dale,”  “  Frank’s  Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  Svo,  cloth,  Is.  6d.  y 


A  Quaint  Treatise  on  Flies  and  Fly  Making.  Edited-by  W.  H.  ALDAM.  4to  cloth 
extra,  with  cardboard  panels,  in  which  are  placed  actual  specimens  of  the  flies,  and  the  materials 
from  which  they  are  made.  The  flies  will  kill  in  any  Trout  or  Grayling  Stream  in  the  world  Also 
two  fine  Coloured  Plates.  Only  a  few  copies  left  ;  these  are  authenticated  by  Mr.  Aldam's  Cibinpi 
Photo  and  Signature  in  each.  Price  £3  3s.  net,  carriage  free.  t-amnet 


Ninth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  price  14s. 

Ronalds’  Fly-Fisher  s  Entomology.  With  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and 
ALF^Dlg^^  °n  Tr0ut  and  Fishing.  By 

onth^L^ecb’^-AA^GaL^r656  b°°k  °"e  °fthe  m0St  enchantinS  works  ever  produced 

K'wmsemor  f“  Re^s,?1ntr’S”jS?etrliel-  ?f  Ho^rsport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 
WM.  BE  In  iOR  (  Red  Spinner  )  Angling  Editor  of  I  he  field,  Author  of  “  Waterside  Sketches  ” 

&c.  New  and  cheaper  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  boards,  2s.  okcicucs, 


Waterside  Sketches.  By  “  Red  Spinner”  (WM._SENIOR),  imp.  82mo,  boards,  Is. 
Drv-Flv  ^  in  Theory  and  in  Practice.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD. 


An  Angler’s  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.  Profusely  Illustrated 

Small  4to,  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

A  Book  of  the  Running  Brook  :  and  of  Still  Waters.  By  LADY  COLIN  CAMP- 

BELL.  12mo,  handsomely  bound  in  grey  linen,  lettered  in  gold,  withgilt  top,  5s. 

How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN^  With  Map  "and  numerous  Text 

Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  Svo,  3s.  6d.  J-ext 


Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
cloth  extra,  363  pages,  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  Gd.  to  6s. 


The  Art  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams. 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 


By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE,  F.R.C.S. 


Float  Fishing  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  1  w  MARI-tn^.T- 

“Trent  Otter.”  Coloured  boards,  Illustrated,  Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d.  New  Revhe'd,  and  Enlarged 


Edition. 


British  Angling  Flies.  By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON.  Revised  and  u 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN.  With  Woodcut  Illustrations,  and  Plates  of  Natural  Fhes  dravvn 
from  Life.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  5s.  u 

Fishing  with  the  Fly.  Sketches  by  Lovers  of  the  Art.  With  Coloured  IllustTmh^Ts^Ti  1 
Flies,  collected  by  C.  F.  ORVIS  and  A.  NELSON  CHENEY.  Square  Svo, doth  exfri ,  jfld 

y  Tying,  liy  JAMES  OGDEN.  Illustrated.  2s.  Od. 
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- -  NOTICE. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tack’e 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  must  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only, 
and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily  as  signa¬ 
tures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless 
this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications.  _ 

Terms  oT  Subscription^ 

T  .e  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free,  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland .  _  ..  «  ^  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  the  annual  subscription. 

including  postage  12s  8d_ 

Advertisements! 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Telegraphio  Address— “  BIVSAM,  Londcn.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 
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THE  LADY  OR  THE  SALMON? 

AN  OWER-TRUE  TALE. 

By  Andrew  Lang. 

The  circumstances  which  attended  and  caused 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Houghton  Grannom,  have 
not  long  been  known  to  me,  and  it  is  only  now 
that,  by  the  decease  of  his  father,  Lord  Whit¬ 
church,  and  the  extinction  of  his  noble  family, 
I  am  permitted  to  divulge  the  facts.  That 
the  true  tale  of  my  unhappy  friend  will  touch 
different  chords  in  different  breasts,  I  am  well 
aware.  The  sportsman,  I  think,  will  hesitate 
to  approve  him ;  the  fair,  I  hope,  will  absolve. 
Who  are  we,  to  scrutinise  human  motives,  and 
to  award  our  blame  to  actions  which,  perhaps, 
might  have  been  our  own,  had  opportunity  beset, 
and  temptation  beguiled  us  ?  There  is  a  certain 
point  at  which  the  keenest  sense  of  honour,  the 
most  chivalrous  affection  and  devotion,  cannot 
bear  the  strain,  but  break  like  a  salmon  line  under 
a  masterful  stress.  That  my  friend  succumbed,  I 
admit,  that  he  was  his  own  judge,  the  severest, 
and  passed  and  executed  sentence  on  himself, 
I  have  now  to  show. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  shock  with  which  I  read 
in  the  Scotsman,  under  “  Angling,”  the  following 
paragraph : — 

“  Tweed. — Strange  Death  of  an  Angler. — 
An  unfortunate  event  has  cast  a  gloom  over 
fishers  in  this  district.  As  Mr.  K - ,  the  keeper 


on  the  B— —  water,  was  busy  angling  yesterday, 
his  attention  was  caught  by  some  object  floating  on 
the  stream.  He  cast  his  flies  over  it,  and  landed 
a  soft  felt  hat,  the  ribbons  stuck  full  of  salmon 

flies.  Mr.  K - at  once  hurried  up  stream,  filled 

with  the  most  lively  apprehensions.  These  were 
soon  justified.  In  a  shallow,  below  the  narrow 
deep  and  dangerous  rapids,  called  ‘  the  Trows,’ 

Mr.  K - saw  a  salmon  leaping  in  a  very  curious 

manner.  On  a  closer  examination,  he  found  that 
the  fish  was  attached  to  a  line.  About  seventy 
yards  higher  he  found,  in  shallow  water,  the  body 
of  a  man,  the  hand  still  grasping  in  death  the  butt 
of  the  rod,  to  which  the  salmon  was  fast,  all  the 

line  being  run  out.  Mr.  K - at  once  rushed  into 

the  stream,  and  dragged  out  the  body,  in  which 
he  recognised  with  horror,  the  Hon.  Houghton 
Grannom,  to  whom  the  water  was  lately  let.  Life 
had  been  for  some  minutes  extinct,  and  though  Mr. 
K - at  once  hurried  for  Dr. - ,  that  gentle¬ 

man  could  only  attest  the  melancholy  fact.  The 
wading  in  the  ‘  Trows’  is  extremely  dangerous  and 
difficult,  and  Mr.  Grannom,  who  was  fond  of  fish¬ 
ing  without  an  attendant,  must  have  lost  his 
balance,  slipped,  and  been  dragged  down  by  the 
weight  of  his  waders.  The  recent  breaking  off  of 
the  hon.  gentleman’s  contemplated  marriage  on 
the  very  wedding-day,  will  be  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  our  readers.” 

This  was  the  story  which  I  read  in  the  news¬ 
paper  during  breakfast  one  morning  in  November. 
I  was  deeply  grieved,  rather  than  astonished,  for 
I  had  often  remonstrated  with  poor  Grannom  on 
the  recklessness  of  his  wading.  It  was  with  some 
surprise  that  I  received,  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  spoke  only  of  in¬ 
different  matters,  of  the  fishing  which  he  had  taken, 
and  so  forth.  The  letter  was  accompanied,  how¬ 
ever,  by  a  parcel.  Tearing  off  the  outer  cover,  I 
found  a  sealed  document  addressed  to  me,  with 
the  superscription,  “  Not  to  be  opened  until  after 
my  father’s  decease.”  This  injunction,  of  course, 
I  have  scrupulously  obeyed.  The  death  of  Lord 
Whitchurch,  the  last  of  the  Grannoms,  now  gives 
me  liberty  to  publish  my  friend’s  Apologia  pro 
morte  et  vita  mea. 

Dear  Smith — (the  document  begins) — before 
you  read  this — long  before,  I  hope — I  shall  have 
solved  the  great  mystery — if,  indeed,  we  do  solve 
it.  If  the  water  runs  down  to-morrow,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  that  it  will  do  so,  I  must  have 
the  opportunity  of  making  such  an  end  as  even 
malignity  cannot  suspect  of  being  voluntary. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water;  if  I  hook 
one  in  the  Trows,  I  shall  let  myself  go  whither  the 
current  takes  me.  Life  has  for  weeks  been  odious 
to  me  ;  for  what  is  life  without  honour,  without 
love,  and  coupled  with  shame  and  remorse  ? 
Repentance  I  cannot  call  the  emotion  which 
gnaws  me  at  the  heart,  for  in  similar  circum¬ 
stances  (unlikely  as  these  are  to  occur)  I  feel  that 
I  would  do  the  same  thing  again. 

Are  we  but  automata,  worked  by  springs,  moved 
by  the  stronger  impulse,  and  unable  to  choose 
for  ourselves  which  impulse  that  shall  be  ?  Even 
now,  in  decreeing  my  own  destruction,  do  I  exer¬ 
cise  free  will,  or  am  I  the  sport  of  hereditary  ten¬ 
dencies,  of  mistaken  views  of  honour,  of  a  seem¬ 
ing  self-sacrifice,  which,  perhaps,  is  but  selfishness 
in  disguise  ?  I  blight  my  unfortunate  father’s 
old  age  ;  I  destroy  the  last  of  an  ancient  house  ; 
but  I  remove  from  the  path  of  Olive  Dunmore  the 
shadow  that  must  rest  upon  the  sunshine  of 
what  will  eventually,  I  trust,  be  a  happy  life, 
unvexed  by  memories  of  one  who  loved  her  pas¬ 
sionately.  Dear  Olive !  how  pure,  how  ardent 
was  my  devotion  to  her  none  knows  better  than 
you.  But  Olive  had,  I  will  not  say  a  fault, 
though  I  suffer  from  it,  but  a  quality,  or  rather 
two  qualities,  which  have  completed  my  misery 
Lightly  as  she  floats  on  the  stream  of  society, 
the  most  casual  observer,  and  even  the  enamoured 
beholder,  can  see  that  Olive  has  great  pride,  and 
no  sense  of  humour.  Her  dignity  is  her  idol. 
What  makes  her,  even  for  a  moment,  the  pos¬ 
sible  theme  of  ridicule  is,  in  her  eyes,  an  unpar¬ 
donable  sin.  This  sin,  I  must  with  penitence 
confess,  I  did  indeed  commit.  Another  woman 
might  have  forgiven  me.  I  know  not  how  that 
may  be ;  I  throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  But,  if  another  could  pity  and  pardon,  to 
Olive  this  was  impossible.  I  have  never  seen  her 
since  that  fatal  moment  when,  paler  than  her 
orange  blossoms,  she  swept  through  the  porch  of 
the  church,  while  I,  dishevelled,  mud-stained, 


half-drowned — ah  !  that  memory  will  torture  me 
if  memory  at  all  remains.  And  yet,  fool,  maniac, 
that  I  was,  I  could  not  resist  the  wild,  mad 
impulse  to  laugh,  which  shook  the  rustic  spec¬ 
tators,  and  which  in  my  case  was  due,  I  trust,  to 
hysterical  but  not  unmanly  emotion.  If  any 
woman,  any  bride,  could  forgive  such  an  apparent 
but  most  unintentional  insult,  Olive  Dunmore,  I 
knew,  was  not  that  woman.  My  abject  letters  of 
explanation,  my  appeals  for  mercy,  were  returned 
unopened.  Her  parents  pitied  me,  perhaps  had 
reasons  for  being  on  my  side,  but  Olive  was  of 
marble.  It  is  not  only  myself  that  she  cannot 
pardon,  she  will  never,  I  know,  forgive  herself 
while  my  existence  reminds  her  of  what  she  had 
to  endure.  When  she  receives  the  intelligence  of 
my  demise,  no  suspicion  will  occur  to  her  ;  she 
will  not  say  i:He  is  fitly  punished;”  but  her 
peace  of  mind  will  gradually  return. 

It  is  for  this,  mainly,  that  I  sacrifice  myself,  but 
also  because  I  cannot  endure  the  dishonour  of  a 
laggard  in  love  and  a  recreant  bridegroom. 

So  much  for  my  motives  :  now  to  my  tale. 

The  day  before  our  wedding-day  had  been  the 
happiest  in  my  life.  Never  had  i  felt  so  certain 
of  Olive’s  affections,  never  so  fortunate  in  my  own. 
We  parted  in  the  soft  moonlight ;  she,  no  doubt, 
to  finish  her  nuptial  preparations  ;  I,  to  seek  my 
couch  in  the  little  rural  inn  above  the  roaring 
waters  of  the  Budon.* 

“Move  eastward,  happy  earth,  and  leave 
Yon  orange  sunset  fading  slow ; 

From  fringes  of  the  faded  eve 
Oh,  happy  planet,  eastward  go,” 

I  murmured,  though  the  atmospheric  conditions 
were  not  really  those  described  by  the  poet. 

“  Ah,  bear  me  with  thee,  smoothly  borne, 

Dip  forward  under  starry  light. 

And  move  me  to  my  marriage  morn, 

And  x’ound  again  to - ” 

“  River  in  grand  order,  sir,”  said  the  voice  of 
Robins,  the  keeper,  who  recognised  mo  in  the 
moonlight.  “  There’s  a  regular  monster  in  the 
Ashweil,”  he  added,  naming  a  favourite  cast ; 
“  never  saw  nor  heard  of  such  a  fish  in  the  waters 
before.” 

“  Mr.  Dick  must  catch  him,  Robins,”  I  answered ; 
“  no  fishing  for  me  to-morrow.” 

“  No,  sir,”  said  Robins,  affably.  “  Wish  you 
joy,  sir,  and  Miss  Olive,  too.  It’s  a  pity,  though  ! 
Master  Dick,  he  throws  a  fine  fly,  but  he  gets 
flurried  with  a  big  fish,  being  young.  And  this 
one  is  a  topper.” 

With  that  he  gave  me  good-night,  and  I  went  to 
bed,  but  not  to  sleep.  I  was  fevered  with  happi¬ 
ness  ;  the  past  and  future  reeled  before  my  wake¬ 
ful  vision.  I  heard  every  clock  strike ;  the  sounds 
of  morning  were  astir,  and  still  I  could  not  sleep. 
The  ceremony,  for  reasons  connected  with  our 
long  journey  to  my  father’s  place  in  Hampshire, 
was  to  be  early — half-past  ten  was  the  hour.  I 
looked  at  my  watch ;  it  was  seven  of  the  clock,  and 
then  I  looked  out  of  the  window :  it  was  a  fine, 
soft,  grey  morning,  with  a  south  wind  tossing  the 
yellowing  boughs.  I  got  up,  dressed  in  a  hasty 
way,  and  thought  I  would  just  take  a  look  at  the 
river.  It  was,  indeed,  in  glorious  order,  lapping 
over  the  top  of  the  sharp  stone  which  we  regarded 
as  a  measure  of  the  due  size  of  water. 

The  morning  was  young,  sleep  was  out  of  the 
question  ;  I  could  not  settle  my  mind  to  read. 
Why  should  I  not  take  a  farewell  cast,  alone,  of 
course  ?  I  always  disliked  the  attendance  of  a 
gillie.  I  took  my  salmon  rod  out  of  its  case, 
rigged  it  up,  and  started  for  the  stream,  which 
flowed  within  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  of  my 
quarters.  There  it  raced  under  the  ash  tree, 
a  pale  delicate  brown,  perhaps  a  little  thing  too 
coloured.  I  therefore  put  on  a  large  Silver  Doctor, 
and  began  steadily  fishing  down  the  ash  tree  cast. 
What  if  I  should  wipe  Dick’s  eye,  I  thought,  when, 
just  where  the  rough  and  smooth  water  meet, 
there  boiled  up  a  head  and  shoulders  such  as  I 
had  never  seen  on  any  fish.  My  heart  leaped  and 
stood  still,  but  there  came  no  sensation  from  the 
rod,  and  I  finished  the  cast,  my  knees  actually 
trembling  beneath  me.  Then  I  gently  lifted  the 
line,  and  very  elaborately  tested  every  link  of  the 
powerful  casting  line.  Then  I  gave  him  ten 
minutes  by  my  watch  ;  next,  with  unspeakable 
emotion,  I  stepped  into  the  stream  and  repeated 
the  cast.  Just  at  the  same  spot  he  came  up  agaiD, 
the  huge  rod  bent  like  a  switch,  and  the  salmon 
rushed  straight  down  the  pool,  as  if  he  meant  to 

*  From  motives  of  delicacy  I  suppress  the  true  name  of  the 
river. 
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make  for  the  sea.  I  staggered  on  to  dry  land  to 
follow  him  the  easier,  and  dragged  at  my  watch  to 
time  the  fish  ;  a  quarter  to  eight.  But  the  slim 
chain  had  broken,  and  the  watch,  as  I  hastily 
thrust  it  back,  missed  my  pocket  and  fell  into  the 
water.  There  was  no  time  to  stoop  for  it ;  the 
fish  started  afresh,  tore  up  the  pool  as  fast  as  he 
had  gone  down  it,  and,  rushing  behind  the  torrent 
into  the  eddy  at  the  top,  leaped  clean  out  of  the 
water.  He  was  701b.  if  he  was  an  ounce.  Here  he 
slackened  a  little,  dropping  back,  and  I  got  in 
some  line.  Now  he  sulked  so  intensely  that  I 
thought  he  had  got  the  line  round  a  rock.  It  might 
be  broken,  might  be  holding  fast  to  a  sunken  stone, 
for  aught  that  I  could  tell ;  and  the  time  was  pass¬ 
ing,  I  knew  not  how  rapidly.  I  tried  all  known 
methods,  tugging  at  him,  tapping  the  butt,  and 
slackening  line  on  him.  At  last  the  top  of  the  rod 
was  slightly  agitated,  and  then,  back  flew  the 
long  line  in  my  face.  Gone  !  I  reeled  up  with  a 
sigh,  but  the  line  tightened  again.  He  had 
made  a  sudden  rush  under  my  bank,  but 
there  he  lay  again  like  a  stone.  How  long  ? 
Ah !  I  cannot  tell  how  long  !  I  heard  the  church 
clock  strike,  but  missed  the  number  of  the  strokes. 
Soon  he  started  again  down  stream  into  the  shal¬ 
lows,  leaping  at  the  end  of  his  rush — the  monster. 
Then  he  came  slowly  up,  and  “  jiggered  ”  savagely 
at  the  line.  It  seemed  impossible  that  any  tackle 
could  stand  these  short  violent  jerks.  Soon  he 
showed  signs  of  weakening.  Once  his  huge  silver 
side  appeared  for  a  moment  near  the  surface,  but 
he  retreated  to  his  old  fastness.  I  was  in  a 
tremor  of  delight  and  despair.  I  should  have 
thrown  down  my  rod,  and  flown  on  the  wings  of 
love  to  Olive  and  the  altar.  But  I  hoped  that 
there  was  time  still — that  it  was  not  so  very  late  ! 
At  length  he  was  failing.  I  heard  ten  o’clock 
strike.  He  came  up  and  lumbered  on  the  surface 
of  the  pool.  Gradually  I  drew  him, plunging  pon¬ 
derously,  to  the  gravelled  beach,  where  I  meant  to 
“  tail  ”  him.  He  yielded  to  the  strain,  he  was  in 
the  shallows,  the  line  was  shortened.  I  stooped 
to  seize  him.  The  frayed  and  overworn  gut  broke 
at  a  knot,  and  with  a  loose  roll  he  dropped  back 
towards  the  deep.  I  sprang  at  him,  stumbled, 
fell  on  him,  struggled  with  him,  but  he  slipped 
from  my  arms.  In  that  moment  I  knew 
more  than  the  anguish  of  Orpheus.  Orpheus  ! 
Had  I,  too,  lost  my  Eurydice  ?  I  rushed 
from  the  stream,  up  the  steep  bank,  along 
to  my  rooms.  I  passed  the  church  door.  Olive, 
pale  as  her  orange  blossoms,  was  issuing  from  the 
porch.  The  clock  pointed  to  10.45.  Iwasruined, 

I  knew  it,  and  I  laughed.  I  laughed  like  a  lost 
spirit.  She  swept  past  me,  and,  amidst  the 
amazement  of  the  gentle  and  simple,  I  sped 
wildly  away.  Ask  me  no  more.  The  rest  is 
silence. 

C-  £ 

Thus  ends  my  hapless  friend’s  narrative.  I  leave 
it  to  the  judgment  of  women  and  of  men.  Ladies, 
would  you  have  acted  as  Olive  Dunmore  acted  ? 
Would  pride,  or  pardon,  or  mirth  have  ridden 
sparkling  in  your  eyes  ?  Men,  my  brethren,  would 
ye  have  deserted  the  salmon  for  the  lady,  or  the 
lady  for  the  salmon  ?  I  know  what  I  would  have 
done  had  I  been  fair  Olive  Dunmore.  What  I  would 
have  done  had  I  been  Houghton  Grammon  I  may 
not  venture  to  divulge.  For  this  narrative,  then, 
as  from  another,  “Let  every  man  read  it  as  he 
will,  and  every  woman  as  the  gods  have  given  her 
wit.” 


“  TWELYE-AND-SIX  ”  A-DAY. 

THERE  WAS  ONE  FISH  ! 

By  Mac. 

Our  way  to  the  river  was  by  a  very  rough  and 
irregular  road,  up  hill  and  down  hill  of  no  ordi¬ 
nary  steepness.  “  Legging  ”  out,  however,  and 
acting  on  the  good  old  Scotch  maxim,  “  Set  a 
stoot  heart  to  a  stey  brae,”  we  got  to  the  place 
for  commencing  to  fish,  a  distance  of  about  four 
miles  from  the  hotel,  in  a  little  over  an  hour.  All 
the  way  Norman  had  been  very  uncommunicative. 
The  many  questions  which  I  put  to  him  he  had 
answered  in  the  briefest  possible  fashion.  Was  I, 
I  was  beginning  to  think,  to  be  like  my  friend  who 
had  had  experience  of  him  for  a  fortnight — unable 
to  make  him  out  ?  But,  as  did  General  Wade, 
who  was  a  shrewd  man  in  his  day,  I  made  a 
famous  discovery.  The  General  found  out  that 
the  only  way  to  effectually  put  the  Highlands 


under  subjection  was  by  means  of  tbe  “  pickaxe 
and  the  spade,”  and  I  found  out  that  the  only 
way  to  loosen  the  tongue  of  this  Highlander, 
Norman,  was  to  moisten  him  well  with  the 
“  mountain  dew.” 

After  he  had  rigged  up  my  rod  I  gave  him  his 
third  noggin  for  the  day — a  double  dose  this  time. 
I  then  took  the  rod  from  him,  and  told  him  to 
show  me  the  first  cast  that  I  had  to  fish.  Preceding 
me  through  a  narrow  plot  of  grass,  which  sepa¬ 
rates  the  road  from  the  river,  he  went  straight  to 
what  is  considered  the  first  resting  pool  for  fish 
after  they  leave  the  sea.  This,  though  one  of  the 
largest  pools,  is  not  over  twenty  yards  in  width, 
but  to  have  a  “  rise  ”  out  of  Norman  I  made  several 
very  floundering  and  futile  attempts  to  get  my  fly 
over  it.  At  this  I  perceived  a  grin  come  over  his 
face,  whereupon  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  re¬ 
marking  in  a  very  vexed  sorb  of  way,  “  I’m  afraid 
this  big  river  of  yours,  with  that  nasty  wind  in 
my  face,  will  prove  too  much  for  me.  You  see  I 
cannot  get  out  the  line,  it  comes  all  down  of  a 
heap  ;  do  you  think  I  will  manage  it  yet  ?  ”  His 
reply  was  a  speech,  from  him  at  any  rate,  for 
|  hitherto  “yes”  and  “no”  had  been  all  I  had 
i  got  out  of  him  :  “  ’Deed,  sir,  I  do  not  know,  you 
may  be  a  good  fisher  on  a  quiet  day  ;  try  this  pool 
two  or  three  more  casts,  and  if  you  do  not  manage 
them  right,  I  will  take  you  to  narrower  places, 
where  you  will  be  out  of  the  wind.”  “It  is  no  use, 
Norman,  it  beats  me,”  was  my  reply.  “Here, 
you  take  the  rod  and  fish  the  pool ;  show  me  the 
way  to  do  it.  I’ll  wait  till  we  get  to  the  narrower 
casts  in  the  shelter,  and  with  the  practice  I  get 
under  your  tuition  I’ll  perhaps  be  able  to  fish  tbis 
wide  cast  when  we  come  down  back  to  it.  Fish  it 
yourself,  now,  as  I  am  sure  you  can  do  it  nicely  ; 
you  know  where  the  fish  come  at  the  fly,  and  if 
you  hook  one  it  will  be  half-a-crown  into  your  hand 
immediately  he  is  landed,  with  a  drop  of  the  good 
stuff  to  the  bargain.”  “  Thank  you,  sir  ;  you  are 
very  kind,”  said  Norman.  Aha!  he  was  speak¬ 
ing  plenty  now ;  the  good  stuff  had  loosened  his 
tongue. 

His  fishing  was  not  very  grand  ;  he  fished  the 
pool  decently  enough,  but  the  fly  which  he  insisted 
on  having  on  was,  I  knew  perfectly  well,  though  I 
had  no  experience  of  the  river,  much  too  large  for 
any  fish  to  be  tempted  with  on  a  mid -July  day. 
Reader,  specially  mark  this,  most  Highland  gillies 
nearly  always  recommend  far  too  large  flies  for 
summer  fishing  on  their  small  rivers  when  the 
water  is  low  or  under  the  volume  in  which  the  fish 
take  most  freely. 

The  water  was  a  grand  colour  ;  it  also  was  fall¬ 
ing,  a  circumstance  decidedly  in  our  favour,  yet  it 
was  several  inches  under  what  is  considered 
its  best  fishing  volume.  The  rain,  so  heavy 
during  the  night,  had  not  been  general ;  for  the 
most  part  it  had  fallen  out  at  sea  and  along 
the  coast.  This  was  evident,  as,  had  it  rained 
heavily  inland  on  the  hills  and  uplands,  the 
river  would  have  been  swollen,  notwithstanding 
the  tremendous  suddenness  with  which  it  is  wont 
to  ruu  out  as  a  consequence  of  its  tumble-down¬ 
hill  character. 

Norman  was  rapidly  becoming  quite  garru¬ 
lous-  He  had  fished  the  pool  without  suc¬ 
cess,  but  he  had  seen  more  than  I  saw  (?)  and 
this  he  did  not  fail  to  let  me  know.  When  he  had 
finished  he  came  up  the  bank  to  where  I  was  sit¬ 
ting  well  above  the  water  whence  I  had  watched 
his  fly  all  the  time  he  was  fishing,  and  looking  at 
me  earnestly,  said  with  great  gravity,  “  I  am 
sorry,  sir,  I  did  not  get  that  fish.”  “A  fish,  Nor¬ 
man!  Did  you  raise  him— -where?”  “Yes,  sir,  I 
saw  him  come  after  my  fly,  and  I  saw  another 
one  rush  up  through  the  shallow  water  into  the 
end  of  the  pool.”  “  Very  good,  Norman,  that  is 
some  encouragement  at  least ;  and  you  think,  then , 
that  there  will  be  a  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  now  ?  ” 

“  That,  sir,  I  am  sure  of,  but  they  will  be  running 
through  this  lower  pool  or  two  before  they  settle, 
so  I  advise  you  to  come  up  with  me  at  once  to  the 
Red  Rock  pool,  where  there  will  be  plenty  of  them 
begun  to  lie  by  this  time,  and  I  am  thinking  you 
will  be  sure  to  get  hold  of  one  there.”  “  Norman, 
yes ;  let  us  go  ;  lead  on.” 

Ten  minutes’  very  rough  scrambling  and  walk¬ 
ing  took  us  to  the  Red  Rock  pool,  which  to  reach 
we  had  to  pass  several  promising  short  sharp 
ruu  streams.  A  couple  of  these  I  wished  to  fish, 
but  Norman  would  not  hear  of  it.  “The  Red  Rock 
pool,  sir  ;  we  must  go  to  the  Red  Rock  first.  It  is 
the  second  best  pool  that  we  will  fish  to-day,  and 


I  wish  to  get  a  fish  out  of  it  before  the  Major  comes 
up.  The  Major  is  a  dandy  fisher,  and  as  he  is 
going  to  the  upper  beat,  he  will  see  us  from  the 
footpath  when  he  passes  up  at  eleven  o’clock ; 
and  I  will  cry  to  him  and  hold  up  the  fish  to  show 
him  that  we  have  done  good  work.”  I  do  not 
care  to  express  the  doubt  that  Norman  sincerely 
believed  in  the  Major’s  prowess  as  a  salmon  fisher. 
The  Major  was  a  first  rate  fellow,  and  a  munifi¬ 
cent  tipper,  and  probably  for  these  reasons  Nor¬ 
man  felt  bound  to  speak  well  of  him,  and  not 
belittle  him  in  my  opinion  as  an  angler. 

The  Red  Rock  pool  was  duly  fished  once,  twice, 
thrice,  and  each  time  I  went  over  it  Norman  in¬ 
creased  his  praise  of  my  skill,  complimenting  him¬ 
self  at  the  same  time,  for  the  great  improvement 
in  my  style  which  was  due  to  his  excellent  and 
careful  instruction  !  Not  finding  a  taking  fish  in 
the  Red  Rock,  I  ventured  for  the  first  time  to  act 
contrary  to  Norman’s  wishes.  This  displeased  him 
greatly,  and  he  began  to  sulk,  but  to  mollify  him 
I  moistened  him  again,  as  the  sun,  which  had  now 
come- out  pretty  strong,  had  begun  to  dry  him  up  ! 
He  was  for  putting  more  flies  over  the  Red  Rock 
or  else  going  farther  up  the  river.  I  was  for  going 
back  to  one  of  the  little  casts  which  we  had  passed 
and  I  did  go  back.  Here  I  scored,  killing  the  first 
fish  of  the  year  — a  toppy  fresh-run  grilsq  of  7lb. 
weight.  This  stream  Norman  had  never  seen  a 
fish  taken  out  of;  neither,  he  told  me,  had  he  ever 
seen  it  fished  the  same  way.  I  fished  it  without 
the  working  motion,  extending  the  rod  over  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  stream,  and  making  it  just 
tip  the  water,  which  had  the  effect  of  causing  the 
fly,  despite  the  great  strength  of  current,  to  sink 
well  down,  and  hang  long  enough  over  the  fish  to 
give  them  ample  opportunity  of  taking  it. 

About  the  playing  of  this  grilse  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  remarkable,  but  the  gaffing  was  both  ludicrous 
and  a  failure.  After  tbe  “beastie”  had  pretty 
well  exhausted  itself,  I  steadied  it  up  very  nicely 
close  to  the  bank,  whereupon  Norman,  who  was 
down  at  the  spot  prepared,  made  a  desperate  rake 
for  it  with  the  gaff.  So  splendid  a  chance  had  he 
that  I  was  confident  the  next  instant  of  seeing 
my  line  slacken  and  the  fish  transfixed.  But,  alas! 
the  “  business  ”  was  utterly  botched,  and  away  out 
the  fish  went  with  Norman  following  after  it  a 
bit,  raking  desperately  about  with  the  gaff. 
“  What  a  botch,  Norman,’’  I  shouted  out ;  “  come 
out  of  the  water  this  minute ;  this  will  never  do.” 
I  worked  the  fish  to  the  side  and  gave  him  another 
splendid  chance,  which  a  second  time  he  perfectly 
botched.  This  made  me  flatly  tell  him,  to  his 
great  chargin,  that  he  wasn’t  a  gaffer  worth  a  doit. 
“  Let  alone  the  thing  altogether,”  I  said  angrily 
“  and  I  will  land  the  fish  myself.  This  I  found 
quite  an  easy  matter  without  even  the  aid  of  the 
gaff,  the  point  of  which  Norman  had  struck  upon 
a  rock  in  his  reckless  random  raking  about.  When 
I  rated  him  about  his  bungling,  he  said  he  was 
very  sorry,  but  I  would  see  for  myself  that  the 
maker  of  the  gaff  was  to  blame  too,  for  the  point 
was  “  just  lead  !  ” 

It  was  about  half-past  eleven  o’clock  before  the 
Major  came  along  on  his  way  to  the  upper  beat. 
By  this  time  we  had  returned  to  the  Red  Rock 
pool.  Seeing  the  gallant  officer  come  into  sight, 
Norman  whispered  to  me,  “  Here’s  the  Major,  I’ll 
hold  up  the  fish,”  and  suiting  the  action  to  the 
word,  he  fished  the  grilse  out  from  below  the 
bracken  which  we  had  cut  to  cover  it  from  the 
sun  and  held  it  proudly  up  at  full  arm’s-length. 

“  Very  encouraging,”  shouted  the  Major,  and 
tearing  through  the  bracken  and  birks,  and  over 
rocks  down  the  precipitous  face  of  the  gorge 
through  which  the  river  here  flows,  he  was  with 
us  in  a  moment.  “  I  have  to  congratulate  you, 
sir,”  he  said,  “  on  breaking  the  ice.  This  is 
first-rate,  and  I  hope  you  will  have  still  better 
sport  before  you  leave.”  I  thanked  him,  and 
asked  him  to  take  a  cast,  remarking  at  the  same 
time  that  he  would  be  likely  to  get  a  fish  out  of 
the  Red  Rock,  as  Norman  had  confidently  assured 
me  that  there  must  be  a  good  many  in  it.  This 
“  dandy  ”  fisher  I  was  anxious  to  see  perform,  and 
the  Major  was  not  the  least  loth  to  accept  the 
proferred  rod.  I  accordingly  had  my  wish  grati¬ 
fied.  I  soon  saw,  however,  that,  though  standing 
high  in  Norman’s  estimation  as  “a  fine  kind  gentle¬ 
man,”  the  gallant  officer  was  not  all,  as  an  angler, 
that  the  cunning  Gael  had  painted  him  to  me. 
His  fishing  was  poorer  than  Norman’s  own  ;  a 
shado  better  than  my  designed  floundering 
attempts  at  the  lowermost  pool  it  certainly  was, 
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but  as  a  performance  with  the  salmon  rod  it  was 
such  as  anyone  who  assumes  for  himself  the 
dignified  title  of  salmon  angler  might  well  have 
reason  to  be  ashamed  of.  He  did  not  make  a 
single  clean  cast  nor  once  get  his  fly  right  across 
the  river,  not  over  fifteen  yards  in  width.  Besides 
almost  every  cast  his  fly  lightod  away  up  stream 
from  the  line  which  generally  fell  on  the  water  in 
a  “  snorl  ” ;  and  when  at  length  I  ventured  to 
suggest  that  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  cast 
more  down  stream  in  order  to  get  the  fly  to  swim 
true  from  the  moment  it  touched  the  water,  his 
reply  was,  “  Oh,  that  does  not  matter  a  bit ; 
the  stream  takes  it  down  and  puts  it  all  right.” 
Considering  that  such  were  his  ideas  and  method 
of  fishing,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  gallant 
Major  did  not  succeed  in  showing  me  the  way 
to  take  a  fish  out  of  the  Red  Rock  pool,  and 
it  will  not  much  surprise  my  readers  to  learn 
that  he  returned  from  the  upper  beat  to  the 
hotel  late  in  the  evening — blank.  But  he  was 
a  “  dandy  ”  fisher,  Norman  maintained. 

Apprehending  that  I  am  becoming  prolix,  I 
must  now  hurry  up.  The  longer  I  fished  the 
more  I  became  convinced  that  Norman  had  but  a 
poor  understanding  of  the  river.  Where  he  said 
I  had  a  good  chance  I  got  nothing,  and  where  he 
said  I  had  no  chance  at  all,  I  got  my  fish.  His 
“  understanding,”  it  was  plain  to  me,  extended 
only  to  the  large  pools.  These,  doubtless,  he 
knew  well  enough  about,  they  are  the  only  fish- 
able  casts  when  the  river  is  high,  or  in  small 
spate  height,  in  which  states  it  yields  the  best  fish¬ 
ing.  It  therefore  stood  to  reason  that  from  having 
seen  most  fish  taken  out  of  them,  Norman  would 
have  me  flail  away  constantly  at  them,  to  the 
utter  ignoring  of  the  streams  which  to  me,  in  the 
state  the  river  was  in,  looked  far  more  promising. 
After  a  while,  I  paid  no  attention  to  his  advice  as 
to  where  I  should  fish,  and  this  I  did  with  the 
result  that  I  soon  got  a  nice  sea  trout  of  31b. 
weight  from  a  rough,  rippling  bit  of  water  which 
he  said  was  “  no  use.” 

Immediately  after  this  I  reached  Rory’s  pool ; 
it  was  already  too  low,  yet  in  it  by  using  a  fly 
which  Norman  sneered  at  for  its  smallness,  I 
rose  a  large  fish  which  seemed  to  me  a  trifle 
brown.  Several  times  I  tried  for  him,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  moving  him  again ;  probably  he 
was  the  fish  that  had  so  tantalised  my  friend 
with  his  cunning :  if  so,  he  was  too  cunning 
for  me  also. 

Now  for  the  two  remaining  pools  above,  and 
then  to  fish  back  homeward.  Those  two  pools 
yielded  me  nothing;  but  on  returning,  a  little 
stream  which  had  attracted  my  notice  passing  up, 
I  gave  a  hurried  cast  over,  and  at  the  tail  of  it, 
beside  a  stone,  hooked  a  model-shaped  sportive 
little  salmon  of  6flb.  weight.  This  was  the 
crowning  surprise  to  Norman,  who  slid  away 
down  the  rocks  to  gaff  it,  but  his  services  I  would 
not  have.  “  Let  me  take  it  myself,  Norman,”  I 
said  rather  curtly,  and  I  did  take  it  without 
either  the  aid  of  Norman  or  of  the  gaff,  the  point 
of  which  he  had  straightened  by  hammering  it 
on  a  rock  with  a  stone.  It  took  us  but  little  time 
to  fish  down  the  rest  of  the  casts  in  which,  in  the 
state  the  water  was  in,  there  was  precious  little 
fishing.  I  had  ample  time  to  go  over  the  whole 
water,  up  and  down  a  second  time ;  but  as  I 
concluded  from  my  observations  that  there  were 
no  more  fish  that  icould  take-,  I  told  Norman 
that  I  had  decided  to  give  over  and  be  content 
with  what  I  had  done. 

On  our  way  home,  notwithstanding  the  extra 
weight  of  the  bag,  Norman  seemed  both  lighter 
of  foot  and  cheerier  in  spirits,  than  he  had  been 
in  the  morning  coming  out.  During  the  morning 
journey  he  had  all  the  time  kept  behind  me  five 
or  six  yards,  and  spoken  not  a  word  beyond 
briefly  answering  my  many  interrogatories;  now 
he  was  always  in  front  of  me  and  pouring  out  a 
perfect  torrent  of  words.  For  a  while,  he  would 
keep  a  few  yards  in  advance,  and  then  he  would 
trot  off  leaving  me  in  my  leisurely  walk  a  good 
distance  behind.  Presently  he  would  look  round 
and  come  trotting  back  towards  me.  For  all  the 
earth  he  behaved  like  a  doggie  who  is  always  run¬ 
ning  before  his  master,  and  every  now  and  again 
returning  to  see  that  he  is  following  him  up. 

When  we  got  to  the  hotel,  our  bag  was  quite  a 
surprise  to  the  landlord,  who  looked  first  at  me 
and  then  at  Norman  ;  he  would  scarcely  believe 
that  we  had  done  so  well  in  such  a  short  time,  and 
all  the  more  so  seeing  that  nothing  had  been  done 


before ;  he  even  suggested  that  I  had  used  the 
silver  hook  with  the  net  fishermen  at  the  bay. 
Norman  would  not  hear  of  this  ;  probably  I  had 
tipped  him  well  ;  anyhow  I  had  moistened  him 
well,  and  this  likely  enough  accounted  for  the 
warmth  of  his  repudiation  of  our  having  pur¬ 
chased  the  fish,  and  the  very  flattering  compli¬ 
ment  he  had  paid  me  to  Boniface :  “  You  must 
not  allow  this  gentleman  back  to  the  river ;  he 
will  take  all  the  fish  in  it ;  there  has  been  no  fisher 
like  him  on  it  since  long  years  ago  I  was  gillie  to 
Gordon  Cumming.” 

I  had  to  moon  about  alone  for  four  hours,  till 
about  eight  o’clock,  when  the  other  anglers  came 
dropping  in  to  get  ready  for  dinner.  My  friend, 
who  was  almost  the  last  to  arrive,  was  perfectly 
surprised  that  I  had  been  back  hours  before  with 
two  fish  and  a  sea  trout.  During  dinner  I  was 
told  that  on  the  other  river  near  at  hand  two 
gentlemen  had  each  got  a  couple  of  fish.  Dinner 
over,  the  whole  batch  of  anglers  adjourned  to  the 
verandah,  where  spread  out  on  the  stone  slabs, 
nicely  arranged,  were  seven  fish,  besides  a  lot  of 
trout.  One  of  the  fish  had  come  from  a  loch,  but 
neither  it  nor  any  one  of  the  four  others  was  so 
finely  shaped,  deep  thick-set,  small-headed  a  fish 
as  either  of  mine.  I  mention  this  singular  fact 
as  the  two  rivers,  though  entering  the  sea  within 
three  miles  of  each  other,  produce  very  different 
fish. 

Picture  Norman  in  his  perfectly  bluo  rig-out 
charging  along  the  road  encircling  the  bay,  in  front 
of  the  hotel  and  the  other  houses,  at  full  gallop 
with  a  grilse  dangling  on  his  back  and  a  perfect 
horde  of  the  urchins  of  the  clachan  racing  and 
dancing  after  him,  shouting  and  clapping  their 
hands,  and  you  have  a  mental  vision  of  the 
“  quiet  old  man  ”  returning  home  rejoicing  with  a 
fish  which  he  richly  deserved  for  his  considerate¬ 
ness  ! 

After  the  whole  of  the  fish  had  been  exhibited, 
as  a  lot,  to  the  admiration  of  the  fortunate  and 
the  envy  of  the  unfortunate  anglers,  the  gillies  as 
was  then  the  custom  had  to  take  each  parties  fish 
aside  to  let  the  several  owners  give  them  their  in¬ 
structions  as  to  their  disposal.  My  friend  Mr. 
G.  and  I,  having  decided  to  let  our  worthy  host 
have  his  pick  of  my  two,  Norman  was  called 
and  told  to  go  and  communicate  our  pleasure. 
The  smaller  of  the  two  fish — the  salmon — was 
chosen  by  “  mine  host,”  but  this  still  left  us  the 
other  to  dispose  of.  We  could  not  send  it  to  any¬ 
one,  on  account  of  the  distance,  for  if  sent  it  would 
not  arrive  fresh  ;  we  could  not  use  it  ourselves ; 
the  hotel-keeper  did  not  require  it.  Norman, 
bending  intently  over  us,  as  we  sat  on  the  seat  by 
the  verandah  with  the  fish  lying  in  front  of  us ; 
Norman,  grinning  and  grimacing  a  good  deal ; 
Norman,  seeing  us  fairly  puzzled  as  to  the  disposal 
of  the  “  fish  ” — Norman,  Norman — to  put  us  out 
of  our  difficulty,  did  not  the  happy  thought  strike 
you  to  say,  “  Shentlemans,  not  to  bother  you  with 
it,  I’ll  take  it !  ” _ _ 


THAT  MONSTER  PERCH ! 

A  FISHING  YARN. 

I  was  just  beginning  to  feel  that  I  must  get  a 
holiday  somewhere,  and  was  debating  in  my  mind 
the  respective  advantages  of  Paris,  Brighton,  and 
the  English  lakes,  when  an  unexpected  invitation 
reached  me  which  at  once  settled  the  question  as 
to  where  I  should  go. 

I  was  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  and  the  invi¬ 
tation  I  have  mentioned  was  from  my  old  friend 
Jones,  also  a  keen  disciple  of  “  the  immortal 
Izaak,”  and  with  whom  I  had  spent  many  a  plea¬ 
sant  hour  by  river  and  lake  “  Syn  auld  lang 
syne.” 

He  had  “  a  special  reason,"  he  said,  “for  wish¬ 
ing  me  to  come  down  to  spend  a  few  days  at  his 
place  in  B - shire,  which  he  would  communi¬ 

cate  to  me  when  he  saw  me.  I  was  to  come  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  be  sure  to  bring  my  rods 
with  me.” 

The  journey  to  his  place,  Morley  Hall,  was  a 
long  one  ;  but  finding  that  if  I  started  by  a  train 
which  left  Euston  in  two  hours  I  could  arrive 
there  by  six  that  evening,  I  hastily  packed  my 
portmanteau,  tied  my  rods  together,  called  a 
hansom,  and  only  stopping  to  send  a  telegram  to 
Jones  to  say  I  was  coming,  arrived  at  Euston  in 
comfortable  time  to  get  some  lunch,  and  take  my 
seat  in  the  midday  train  for  the  north. 

My  journey  was  an  uneventful  one,  and  at  6.15 


that  evening  I  was  seated  besides  Jones,  in  his 
high  dog-cart,  behind  a  showy,  thoroughbred 
horse,  bowling  along  the  road  from  S - -  sta¬ 

tion  to  “  Morley  Hall.” 

I  had  been  wondering  all  my  journey  down 
what  could  be  the  “special  cause”  for  Jones  send¬ 
ing  for  me,  and  I  put  my  thoughts  into  words 
almost  as  soon  as  I  met  him. 

“  Never  mind  now,  my  boy,"  said  he  ;  “  not  a 
word  about  it  till  the  cloth  is  cleared  and  the 
decanters  between  us,  and  then  you  shall  hear 
all  about  it.” 

We  reached  the  Hall,  where  I  was  most  kindly 
received  by  my  bachelor  host’s  spinster  sister, 
and  ere  long  we  were  all  three  seated  at  dinner. 
My  long  journey  had  given  me  a  keen  appetite ; 
yet,  hungry  as  I  was,  the  meal  seemed  intolerably 
long,  so  anxious  was  I  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  as 
to  the  mysterious  purpose  for  which  my  host 
had  brought  me  down.  The  end  came  at  last ; 
the  ’47  (for  which  Jones’  cellar  was  justly  cele¬ 
brated)  appeared,  and  with  it  my  hostess  dis¬ 
appeared.  Jones  drew  his  chair  closer  to  mine, 
and  prepared  to  divulge  the  secret. 

“You  know  Frog’s  Hole,”  he  began,  “just 
where  the  stream  makes  the  bend  to  the  right 
and  the  old  ash  leans  over  the  pool.  Well” 
(and  he  drew  his  chair  still  nearer  to  mine), 
“  there’s  a  perch  in  that  hole  such  as  man  has 
never  caught  yet.  Willis,  the  keeper,  has  seen 
him  twice,  and  declares  he’s  over  tico  foot  long , 
and  I  verily  believe  I  have  had  hold  of  him 
twice,  for  last  week  I  broke  the  top  of  my  rod, 
and  yesterday  my  gut  gave  while  playing  a  fish 
in  that  very  spot.  I  thought  it  must  be  a  jack, 
but  Willis  says  no ;  he  saw  him  early  one  morn¬ 
ing  feeding  in  the  shallow  water  at  the  head  of 
the  pool,  and  could  plainly  distinguish  his  spiky 
back,  fin,  and  the  dark  bars  on  his  sides ;  eight 
pounds,  Willis  says,  if  he’s  an  ounce  !  But  we’ll 
have  him,  my  boy,  to-morrow.  I’ve  only  tried 
him  hitherto  with  ground-bait,  but  Willis  has  got 
us  some  live  gudgeon  and  minnows ;  and  as  gut 
won’t  hold  him,  I’ve  had  some  No.  4  hooks 
mounted  on  fine  gimp,  and  he  won’t  break  them." 

My  sleep  that  night  was  broken  and  fitful. 
Jones  declared  next  morning  that  more  than 
once  during  the  night  he  heard  a  shout  from  the 
direction  of  my  room,  “Willis, Willis,  bring  the  net.” 
It  is  not  unlikely,  for  many  times  in  my  dreams  I 
was  on  the  point  of  landing  that  monster  perch. 

Early  next  morning  I  was  out  of  bed  to  examine 
the  weather. 

“  A  mild  west  wind,  and  a  cloudy  sky,  pro¬ 
claimed  it  a  fishing  morning;’’  to  parody  the  old 
hunting  distich. 

Breakfast  was  soon  over.  Our  rods  rigged  up, and 
my  host  and  myself,  accompanied  by  Willis  carry, 
ing  the  luncheon  basket  and  the  bait  cans,  were 
soon  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  by  “  Frog’s  Hole.” 
It  was  a  large  deep  pool,  such  as  delights  an 
angler’s  heart,  with  a  clear,  shallow  stream  run¬ 
ning  into  and  out  of  it  at  either  end,  and  with  a 
large  ash  tree  on  its  opposite  bank  overhanging 
the  deepest  part  of  the  hole  ;  just  the  spot  for  a 
big  fish  to  lie. 

With  a  hand  trembling  with  excitement,  I 
baited  my  line  and  set  to  work,  and  my  companion 
soon  followed  suit.  Thus  we  fished  for  more  than, 
an  hour,  and  yet  neither  of  our  floats  showed  any 
signs  that  “  the  monster  ”  was  even  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood.  We  changed  baits  and  changed  posi¬ 
tions,  but  all  to  no  avail.  “He  can’t  be  here,”  says 
Jones  ;  “  must  have  gone  lower  down  into  the 
next  hole.”  “  No  fear  of  that,  sir,”  says  the 
keeper,  “  there  ain't  water  enough  to  float  him  over 
them  shallows .”  Well,  the  hours  sped  on,  and 
lunch  time  came.  We  ate  our  pigeon  pie  in  silence 
except  when  we  washed  it  down  with  a  draught 
from  our  flasks  to  the  immortal  toast,  “  Life  to 
fishermen,  death  to  fishes.”  The  whisky  revived 
our  drooping  spirits  a  little,  and  at  it  we  went 
again.  Again  the  hours  passed  on,  and  we  became 
still  more  moody  and  silent,  and  I  began  to  think 
that  I  might  have  spent  my  holiday  better  else¬ 
where. 

Well,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  evening  came 
on,  and  now  hope  had  almost  left  us.  We  deter¬ 
mined  that  we  would  try  half  an  hour  more,  and  no 
longer.  So  Willis  picks  out  the  liveliest  gudgeon 
and  the  friskiest  minnow,  our  respective  hooks 
are  put  tenderly  and  gently  through  their 
respective  upper  lips,  and  we  both  cast  deftly 
across  the  pool,  a  few  feet  apart,  and  a  yard  or 
two  from  the  root  of  the  old  ash  where  the 
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fere  with  this  portion  of  the  river,  so  that  all 
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monster  was  believed  to  lie.  The  minutes  sped 
on;  fifteen,  twenty,  were  gone,  when  suddenly 
Jones  in  an  agonised  whisper  draws  my  attention 
to  his  float,  which  is  beginning  slowly,  but  steadily, 
to  move  towards  mine  ! 

Almost  at  the  same  moment,  my  heart  gives  a 
jump  and  my  limbs  begin  to  tremble,  as  my  float 
oives  two  or  three  gentle  yet  decided  bobs  ! 
“  I’ve  got  him,”  says  Jones,  as  his  float  moves 
closer  still  to  mine,  “  that’s  the  way  a  big  fish 
always  starts  !  ”  - 

“  I've  got  one,  too  /”  I  whisper  ;  “  but  perhaps 
mine  is  only  a  miserable  small  one,”  Iadd  des¬ 
pondently.  “  There’s  no  small  ’uns  here, 
whispers  Willis,  “  they  couldn’t  live  in  the  same 
hole  with  him;  depend  upon  it  he's  mailer ed  Mr. 
Jones's  gudgeon,  and  that  ain't  satisfied  him,  and  so 
he's  moved  on  and  taken  your  minny,  sir  !  ” 

There  could  be  no  doubt  about  it.  Slowly,  at  a 
dignified  pace,  befitting  so  lordly  a  monster,  the 
floats  begin  to  travel,  close  together,  round  the 
pool.  Side  by  side  we  stand,  scarcely  able  to 
<  breathe  with  excitement !  Our  patience  is  to  be 
rewarded  at  last !  „ 

‘When  I  say  three,”  says  Jones,  “we’ll  strike 
together  gently,  and  when  he  feels  the  hook,  be 
ready  to  give  him  line  ;nowthen,  Willis,  bring  the 
net,  the  monster’s  end  is  near  ;  one!  two !  three  ! 
We  strike  gently ",  but  alas,  there  is  no  need  to  give 
him  line.’’  Lightly  as  we  struck,  there  is  no 
resistance  at  the  other  end  of  our  lines  ;  together 
our  hooks  and  baits  come  out  of  the  water,  and 
fall,  slightly  tangled,  at  our  feet  ! 

We  stoop  to  see  if  there  are  any  marks  of  the 
teeth  of  the  great  fish  on  our  baits,  and  then  it  is 
all  explained  ;  only  one  of  the  baits  is  to  be  seen  ; 
Jones’s  gudgeon  had  proved  at  once  his  greediness 
and  his  liveliness  by  swallowing  my  minnow  ! 

I  need  hardly  say  we  returned  home  sad  and 
silent  men  ;  and  to  this  day  we  always  endeavour 
to  change  the  conversation  when  friends  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  somehow  heard  of  the  adven¬ 
ture,  enquire  anxiously  at  the  dinner  table,  or  in 
the  smoke  room,  after  “ the  monster  perch  that  lived 
in  Frog's  Hole  !  ”  A.  Frewen  Aylward. 


.This  issue  of  the  Gazette  contains  an  extra 
Supplement,  in  addition  to  the  one  usually  given 
with  the  paper.  The  present  number,  therefore, 
consists  of  thirty-two  pages.  We  shall  be  greatly 
obliged  to  any  one  of  our  readers  who  may  fail  to 
receive  the  entire  paper  if  they  will  kindly  com¬ 
municate  at  once  with  the  manager. 


In  his  advertisement  this  week  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham,  gives 
illustrations  of  his  “  Gem”  May  Flies.  The  No.  1 
“  Gem  ”  (light  wing)  is  one  of  the  best  killers 
made!  His  “  Spent  Gnat  ”  is  an  excellent  evening 
fly  for  large  trout  all  through  the  season,  the 
feather  points  forming  the  wings  having  a  very 
life-like  action  in  the  water,  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  strips  of  turkey  wings  in  the  “  Dunt,”  and 
many  other  Dee  salmon  flies.  His  Summer  Duck 
Gem  (No.  2)  with  hackle  wing,  is  a  pattern  which 
occasionally  affords  extraordinary  sport  and  is 
specially  good  where  the  fish  are  taking  the  fly  in 
rough  streamy  water.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
advertisement  that  this  hackled  gem  is  dressed 
like  a  north  country  spider  pattern.  We  can 
speak  from  personal  experience  of  the  excellence 
of  Mr.  Ogden’s  May-flies  ;  he  tests  all  the  hooks 
carefully,  and  as  we  have  often  said  in  past 
years  on  the  eve  of  the  feast  of  St.  Ephemera  V. 
his  May-flies  are  second  to  none,  and  the  angler 
who  has  plenty  of  them  can  with  confidence 
attack  any  trout  on  the  look-out  for  the  natural 
thing.  _ 

The  newly-formed  Shropshire  Angling  Society 
have  arrived  at  a  wise  conclusion  in  excluding 
from  the  scope  of  their  work  that  part  of  the 
river  Severn  within  the  limits  of  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  for  that  portion 
of  the  river  has  long  been  looked  upon  as  sacred 
to  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society,  who 
have  done  much  by  re-stocking  and  preserving  it 
to  deserve  the  thanks  of  anglers  in  their  imme¬ 
diate  locality.  The  Shropshire  Severn  Angling 
Association  with  that  justice  which  has  charac¬ 
terised  its  inauguration,  has  decided  not  to  inter¬ 


society  of  Shrewsbury  anglers  at  large  will  be 
minimised.  _ _ 

We  hear  the  May-fly  was  well  up  in  parts  of 
Lough  Derg  on  the  24th  inst.  Cold  winds  and 
rain  made  sport  almost  nil. 


The  “  Clark  ”  May-fly,  made  by  Messrs.  Charles 
Farlow  and  Co.,  Strand,  London,  has  accounted 
for  some  of  the  biggest  trout  killed  since  it  was 
brought  out.  It  is  false  economy  to  have  but  a 
few  May-flies  with  you  ;  have  a  good  supply,  and 
“  change  early  and  change  often.”  Never  fish 
with  a  fly  which  will  not  float  well,  except,  of 
course,  a  “  sunk  ”  pattern,  i.e.,  one  intended  to  be 
fished  wet.  A  soft,  flabby  top-joint  is  never  much 
good,  but  it  simply  means  pricking  fish  and  spoil¬ 
ing  fishing  in  the  May-fly  week.  Rubbing  the  reel 
line  with  suet  or  deer’s  fat  causes  it  to  float,  and 
prevents  the  fly  being  drowned  by  the  line. 


Thirty  Salmon  Heads  Found. — The  other  day, 
while  some  workmen  were  engaged  cleaning  out 
a  drain  on  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  plantation 
near  to  the  town  of  Lockerbie,  they  came  upon  the 
heads  of  thirty  salmon,  which  were  supposed  to 
have  been  illegally  taken  out  of  the  river  Annan 
during  the  spring. — Heatherbell. 


The  following  note  from  Colonel  Eardley 
Wilmot  will  surely  be  interesting  to  all  who 
believe,  as  we  do,  in  the  value  of  fish  culture  : — 
“  Dear  Marston, — Glad  to  get  your  note.  I  hear 
no  news  of  the  May-fly.  I  heard  from  Chartham 
yesterday,  but  it  had  not  been  seen.  I  shall  be 
off  as  soon  as  I  hear  of  it.  Trout  breeding  has 
been  successful.  This  year  about  eighteen 
hundred  two-year-old  trout  were  turned  in  the 
Stour.  Ther©was  certainly  a  great  improvement 
in  the  fishing.  The  remarkable  thing  was  that  in 
the  early  spring  the  newly  turned-in  trout  were 
excellent  risers.  I  expect,  however,  most  of  them 
got  a  useful  lesson  by  being  caught  and  turned  in 
again.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  long  artificial 
feeding  does  not  spoil  their  sporting  qualities. 
Curiously  enough  a  good  many  (twenty  or  thirty) 
actually  surmounted  the  weir  and  got  back  into 
the  ponds ;  and  Captain  Austin  kept  and  fed  them 
for  breeding  purposes.  They  had  reached  3lb.  in 
weight  by  the  time  the  breeding  season  com¬ 
menced,  but  they  proved  of  little  use,  having 
little  or  no  spawn,  and  were  all  turned  back  into 
the  river.  I  will  write  and  give  you  an  account 
of  the  fishing.  Wishing  you  good  sport  with  the 
May-fly,  yours  sincerely,  W.  A.  Eardley  Wilmot.” 
The  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  Stour  Fishery 
Association  are  certainly  due  to  Captain  Austin 
for  the  way  in  which  he  has  increased  the  stock 
of  trout  in  the  water  preserved  by  the  Association, 
by  putting  in  fine  two-year-old  fish.  We  have  for 
many  years  advocated  stocking  with  well-grown 
fish  instead  of  with  fry.  The  trout  getting  back 
out  of  the  river  into  the  feeding  ponds  is  a  very 
curious  circumstance. _ 

Last  week,  on  Ballogie  fishery,  Mr.  Edward 
Drummond,  caught  the  first  Dee  grilse  of  the 
year,  341b.,  and  on  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay’s,  Blackhall 
Castle  fishery,  a  salmon  of  37£lb.  was, secured. 


Mr.  Lamont,  of  the  New  Inn,  Ellon,  informs  us 
that  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Thomson, 
of  Inglewood,  fishing  Lord  Aberdeen’s  water  of 
the  river  Yythan,  have  had  splendid  sport  lately. 


Sea  trout  are  now  very  plentiful  in  the  Kyle  of 
Durness,  and  settled  weather  is  all  that  now  is 
wanted  to  ensure  anglers  getting  famous  sport  in 
this  noted  sea  trout  tideway. 


M .  S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ire¬ 
land,  writes  to  say  that  “he  will  be  pleased  to 
tell  our  angling  readers  all  about  a  fishery  to  let 
at  Killaloe,  by  the  month  or  longer.  Two  miles 
of  water,  strictly  preserved,  on  which  large  num¬ 
bers  of  salmon,  ranging  in  weight  from  15lb.  to 
381b.,'. have  been  killed  since  the  opening  of  the 
season.  .  The  grilse  fishing  is  also  first  class, 
whilst  the  trouting  is  the  very  best  in  Ireland.” 


The  River  Wear  Fishery  Board. — At  the 
suggestion  of  the  Wear  Valley  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  above  board  has  determined  to  stake 
the  pools  from  West  Mill  Dam,  Bishop  Auckland, 
and  Newfield  Crag,  a  distance  of  nearly  three 
miles,  which  will  prevent  netting  in  that  portion 
of  the  river.  The  board  is  also  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  going  to  consider  a  report  from  Messrs.  R. 
Pattison  and  W.  J.  Cummins,  in  reference  to 
altering  a  dam  on  the  Bedburn,  so  as  to  allow  the 
spawning  fish  to  ascend  at  the  back  end  of  the 
year.  This  alteration  will  materially  improve  the 
fishing. 


Birds’-nests,  Eggs,  and  Egg  Collecting.— A 
new  book  on  British  birds  has  lately  been  written 
by  Mr.  R.  Kearton,  published  by  Messrs.  Cassell 
and  C'o.,  called  “  Birds’-nests,  Eggs,  and  Egg 
Collecting.”  For  a  small  work,  some  of  the  plates 
have  been  well  got  up,  and  for  the  young  collector 
the  book  will  be  a  help,  but  it  is  a  pity  to  find  the 
author  writing  about  such  rare  birds  and  eggs  as 
those  of  the  sanderlin,  gye  falcon,  jack-snipe,  and 
several  others  equally  scarce,  and  then  not  men¬ 
tioning  the  eggs  and  nests  of  birds  which  yearly 
breed  with  us,  as,  for  instance,  the  willow  wren, 
sedge  warbler,  kettiwalla,  gull,  and  many  others 
too  numerous  to  mention.  Reference  is  also  made 
concerning  the  usual  compliment  of  eggs  found  in 
the  various  nests.  These,  we  think,  might  well 
be  altered.  Thus :  the  green  woodpecker  is  given 
only  four  eggs,  whereas  six  or  seven  eggs  are  of 
more  frequent  occurrence.  And,  in  respect  to  the 
barn  owl  laying  only  two  eggs  at  a  time  and  hatch¬ 
ing  them,  we  think  it  is  far  more  usual  to  find  five 
or  six  laid  before  they  are  hatched.  A  small 
index  is  added  to  the  end  of  the  book  relating  to 
the  specimens  mentioned.  This  might  be  altered 
to  advantage — thus  :  under  the  heading  “  Gulls  ” 
one  comes  across  the  black-headed,  common,  and 
herring,  while  later  on  in  the  index,  after  the 
sandpipers  and  scoters,  is  again  followed  by 
common  gull.  With  a  little  alteration  this  might 
be  made  a  very  useful  little  book  both  to  those 
collecting  and  those  who  have  collected.— W.  H. 
Turle. 

Marking  the  Favorite  Angling  Ground  at 
Loch  Leven. — Many  of  your  readers  no  doubt 
who  have  fished  on  this  favourite  water  have  felt 
ihe  want  of  some  mark  to  distinguish  where  the 
shallows  at  the  east-end  of  the  loch  abruptly 
ierminate  in  deep  water  varying  from  ten  to 
ifty-four  feet,  and  other  favourite  angling  ground. 
This  matter  was  discussed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association, 
Limited,  when  it  was  agreed  that  buoys  be 
placed  along  the  face  of  the  bank  at  the  shallows, 
and  at  the  sunken  rock  which  is  a  long  narrow 
ledge  situated  east  of  the  Castle  Island  and 
covered  by  about  four  feet  of  water,  when  the 
loch  is  at  its  normal  level  and  where  fine  trout 
are  generally  to  be  got.  This  resolution  was 
carried  into  effect  last  Tuesday,  so  that  aDglers 
will  now  have  no  difficulty  in  at  once  distin¬ 
guishing  the  shallows,  &c.,  from  the  deep  water. 

A  Border  Note. — “  Gloomy  winter’s  noo  awa’.’ 
This  is  the  rash  quotation  of  a  correspondent,  who, 
in  a  brief  communication,  dilates  on  the  spriDg-like 
landscape,  the  fresh  green  of  Nature,  and  the 
budding  foliage  and  calm  retirement  of  the 
country.  He  regrets,  however,  that  those 
migratory  birds,  the  swifts — the  last  of  our 
feathered  friends  to  come,  and  the  first,  after  the 
cuckoo,  to  go  away — have  not,  up  to  the  time  of 
writing,  put  in  an  appearance.  But  the  landrail, 
which  is  not  affected  by  our  erratic  climate, 
announced  its  arrival  on  the  slopes  of  the  Eskdale 
hills  on  Thursday  last  by  lilting,  the  peculiar  harsh 
music  of  its  limited  programme,  which,  like  tho 
cuckoo’s,  consists  of  two  notes.  The  cawing  of 
the  rooks  in  a  crowded  rookery  is  sweetest  melody 
compared  with  the  grating  noise  produced  by  the 
“corncraik,”  which  of  late  years  has  been  gradca'ly 
disappearing.  Many  naturalists  impute  this  to 
the  use  of  mowing  machines,  as  they  not  only  kill 
the  young  birds,  but  destroy  the  old  ones,  which 
are  known  to  leave  the  grass  and  cornf  e’.ds  with 
great  reluctance,  even  in  the  face  of  danger.  In 
a  postscript  my  correspondent  informs  me  that  tte 
swifts  were  seen  in  considerable  numbers  for  the 
first  time  on  the  Sabbath.  Now  he  is  happy ! 
But  de’il  a  heit  o’  fishin’  worth  speakin’  o’  yet  — 
Gilknockie. 
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SSUaltoruana  . 

A  youthful  contributor  to  a  sporting  paper  was 
dining  with  some  friends,  most  of  whom  were 
anglers.  The  generous  Burgundy  set  him  talking, 
and  he  related  a  number  of  marvellous  exploits  on 
lake  and  river.  An  older  man,  also  an  angler, 
who  had  for  some  time  been  fidgetting  on  his  seat, 
suddenly  pulled  our  friend  up  with  the  rebuke, 
“Young  man,  are  you  not  ashamed  to  talk  so 
much  when  there  are  older  liars  at  the  table '?  ” 

It  has  been  said  that  one  swallow  does  not  make 
a  summer,  but  that  two  fine  days  and  a  thunder¬ 
storm  are  also  required.  The  man  who  made  that 
remark  had  no  knowledge  of  English  summers, 
which  consist  of  twenty  hoar  frosts,  fifteen  hail¬ 
storms,  three  heavy  falls  of  snow,  six  blizzards, 
strong  winds,  varying  between  north  and  east,  oc¬ 
casional  and  not  infrequent  cold  showers,  and  four 
short  gleams  of  sunshine  to  the  fortnight.  I  should 
say  summer  advisedly,  for  in  two  days  leafy  June 
will  be  born,  and  spring  will  die.  Let  it  die! 
never  was  there  such  a  bad  time  for  anglers 
generally,  though  salmon  fishers  in  the  north  had 
little  cause  to  complain.  In  a  fortnight  the  coarse 
fishing  season  will  be  on  us,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  anglers  will  recognise  that  fish,  like  every¬ 
thing  else  this  season,  are  late  in  spawning, .  late  in 
getting  into  condition,  and  should  certainly  be 
given  three  weeks’  grace.  Birds,  beasts,  and 
fishes,  all  seem  nearly  a  month  later  than  usual 
this  year.  _ 

I  may  supplement  the  remarks  which  have 
recently  appeared  in  this  column  on  photography, 
jjy  giving  a  developing  formula  not  to  be  found  in 
any  handbook,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  and  which  is 
particularly  useful  for  anglers  when  away  from 
home,  and  travellers  generally.  It  is  not,  of 
course,  necessary  to  do  any  developing  while 
travelling,  but  many  persons  do  it  without  much 
difficulty.  It  has  one  great  advantage :  we  may 
take  a  portrait,  or  other  subject,  which  we  are 
most  anxious  to  possess.  The  photo  may  be  a 
failure,  but  if  we  develop  the  plate  at  the  time  we 
find  out  that  we  have  failed  and  devote  another 
plate  to  the  subject.  If  we  develop  at  home  we 
do  not  find  out  that  we  have  failed  until  we  are, 
perhaps,  hundreds  of  miles  away  and  quite  unable 
to  take  another  photo.  The  traveller  does  not 
want  to  be  bothered  with  many  bottles,  and  there 
are  several  developers  sold  in  powder,  or  made  up 
in  one  bottle  for  his  especial  benefit,  but  I  know 
no  developer  which  is  better  or  more  convenient 
than  the  one  described  in  the  following  paragraph. 
It  is  used  by  Mr.  Paul  Lange,  the  president  of 
the  Liverpool  Amateur  Photographic  Society. 

No  liquids  need  be  carried.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  an  ounce  bottle  of  dry  pyrogalic  acid,  costing 
about  one  shilling ;  half  an  ounce  of  ammonium 
bromide  and  some  common  washing  soda.  A 
bone  salt  spoon  will  also  be  wanted  to  take  up  the 
nvro,  which  is  kept  in  the  dry  until  required,  and 
the  soda  and  bromide  are  not  mixed  with  water 
until  the  journey  is  over.  Then  place  two  ounces 
of  the  soda  and  twenty  grains  of  the  bromide  in 
sixteen  ounces  of  warm  water  which  has  been 
hniled  Nothing  more  need  be  done  until  the 
developer  is  required.  To  develop  a  plate  take 
half  an  ounce  of  the  soda  solution  and  make  it  up 
to  two  ounces  by  adding  cold  water.  Take  from 
the  bottle  of  pyro  about  four  grains  of  the  acid 
and  stir  a  little  before  using.  The  acid  need  not  be 
weiehed.  Before  leaving  home  get  a  chemist  to 
show  you  four  grains  of  pyro  in  the  bone  spoon, 
and  endeavour  to  take  up  about  the  same  quantity . 
I  have  always  applied  this  developer  full  strength 
N  the  very  commencement,  and  never  produced 
a  bad  negative  with  it.  The  negative  will  be  a 
Steen  one,  and  will  be  found  to  print  if  anything 
better  than  those  which  are  black  and  white  and 
look  so  very  nice.  Four  grains  of  pyro-the 
amount  mentioned-to  the  two  ounces  of  developer 
are  required  for  instantaneous  work,  but  for 
ordinary  time  exposures  less  may  be  or  the 

negative  may  become  too  dense.  It  will  be  seen 
that  only  two  chemicals  need  be  carried,  for 
washing  soda  can  be  got  almost  anywhere. 


North  Wales,  and  who  is  a  hard-working  hus¬ 
bandman,  sent  a  friend  of  mine  the  following 

letter  the  other  day  : — “  Dear  Mr. - -,  I  just 

write  to  few  lines  for  to  know  that  you  are  stay 
at  London  or  not,  because  I  want  to  send  you  a 
few  of  Pontywyddelan  trouts  to  you  if  I  can 
catch  him.  Our  annual  fishing  match  will  take 
place  next  Saturday.  I  wish  I  could  get  two  or 
three  of  your  “  dry  flies  ”  to  try  next  Saturday, 
the  darkest  and  the  smallest  size.  The  flys  I  like 
to  get  espasilly,  is  the  “  Macrell  Fly,”  “  Red- 
spinner,’’  “  Blue  dunn,”  or  the  Alder  Fly  and  the 
March  Brown,  or  the  address  of  the  place  you 
get  them.  I  wish  to  be  in  the  company  of  Mr. 
“  Templar  ”  before  the  match.  We  had  boautiful 
weather  last  winter,  warm  enough  for  landcaping 
sometimes,  but  the  wather  is  now  rather  wet; 
notwithstanding,  the  trees,  glens,  mountains,  and 
valleys,  are  full  of  comeliness,  wait  for  their  pho¬ 
tographer.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  in  trouble 
you  and  give  my  best  wishes  to  Mr.  “  Templar  ” 
and  to  yourself,  hoping  to  see  youyn  tynuMunian 
at  Pontywyddelan,  the  paradise  of  your  humble 
servant - .  _____ 

This  man,  who  lives  among  the  wilds  of  North 
Wales,  and  whose  acquaintance  with  English  may 
be  gathered  from  the  above  letter,  began  talking 
to  me  one  day  about  Greek  roots,  whereat  I  fled 
But  root  or  no  root,  he  is  a  fine  fellow,  and  one 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  on  one’s  angling 
ramble.  Templar. 


doubt,  by  this  time  of  the  year,  seeing  the  adole¬ 

scent  fish  grow  so  rapidly,  have  been  got  by  the 
nets  somewhere  or  other  a  fair  number  from  4lb. 
to  5 lb.  in  weight.  Yet  such  has  not  been  the  case. 
A  day  or  two  ago,  however,  with  the  more  settled 
weather,  a  few  of  41b.  to  4^1b.  have  been  secured. 
Another  remarkable  circumstance  has  been  the 
appearance  within  a  short  time  back  of  very 
small  salmon.  In  the  “  pacific  intervals  ”  of  the 
time  to  which  we  have  been  referring,  fish  run¬ 
ning  generally  from  5lb.  to  6|lb.  have  been  found 
along  many  parts  of  the  coast,  and  within  these 
few  days  past  they  have,  along  the  coast  districts 
of  the  Dee  and  Don  in  particular,  been  secured  in 
fair  numbers.  These  districts,  the  earliest  in 
Scotland  for  grilse,  have  in  common  with  others 
had  a  poor  fishing  latterly.  There,  as  elsewhere, 
the  netsmen  are  puzzled  over  the  appearance  of 
the  small  salmon.  In  the  early  districts  it  is 
usual  for  the  season  for  small  salmon  to  be  about 
past  by  this  time.  The  order  of  things  in  an 
ordinary  year  is  for  the  salmon  to  gradually  in¬ 
crease  in  size  (on  an  average)  as  the  season  ad¬ 
vances,  and  to  decrease  in  numbers  in  proportion 
as  the  grilse  increase.  This  goes  on  till  the 
strength  of  grilse  has  reached  its  maximum,  ard 
these  fish  their  greatest  weight,  when  the  large 
salmon,  now  rapidly  developing  milt  and  ova  in¬ 
stinctively,  make  for  the  in-shore  waters  in  ever- 
increasing  numbers,  till  the  floods  of  the  autumn 
enable  them  to  push  inland  to  the  natal  waters. 


THE  SALMON  SEASON. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 


A  fine  young  fellow,  standing  6ft.  2in.  in  his 
stockings/ whose  home  is  amid  the  mountains  of 


During  the  fortnight  preceding  these  past  few 
days,  the  results  of  the  netting  in  sea  and  estuary 
in  connection  with  the  earliest  of  Scotch  rivers — 
those  on  the  east  and  north-east  coast — have  been 
as  variable  and  almost  as  disappointing  as  the 
character  of  the  weather.  The  latter  fickle,  but 
for  most  part  of  the  time  stormy,  had  the  effect 
of  keeping  the  fish  from  coming  freely  into  the 
in-shore  waters.  The  show  of  grilse,  which  be¬ 
fore  had  been  for  the  time  of  year  the  best  seen 
for  years — indeed,  a  show  that  made  the  most  ex¬ 
perienced  fishers  count  with  certainty  on  the 
“  crop  ”  being  heavy  unusually  early — has  lessened 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  for  instead  of  now 
being  three  times  as  great,  which  would  only  be 
the  natural  order  of  things— since  in  May  grilse 
ought  to  increase  rapidly  in  number — it  seems  to 
no  appreciable  extent  greater. 

Very  rough  water  in-shore  is  the  most  effectual 
deterrent  to  the  fish  “  coasting  ”  along  in  search 
of  their  native  rivers,  and  while  this  continues 
;hey  will  not,  from  their  apprehension  of  danger 
where  the  coast  is  rocky  and  their  dislike  of  the 
clouds  of  sand  which  are  raised  by  the  waves 
where  it  is  sandy,  in  any  numbers  venture  within 
the  range  of  the  stake  or  bag-nets.  To  both 
adult  and  adolescent  fish  this  applies,  but  where 
the  salmon,  more  especially  the  larger  and  stronger 
ones  will  venture,  the  grilse — the  equally  active 
but  tenderer  and  weaker  fish — will  not.  This  fact, 
by  the  net-fishers  well  known  from  experience, 
has  in  an  especial  degree  been  exemplified  during 
the  period  referred  to.  Grilse  have  kept  out  at 
sea  so  persistently,  that  but  very  few  of  the  good 
“  crop,”  which  now  must  exist,  have  been  caught. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  delayed  salmon  of  the 
spring-run,  which  now  from  having  been  so  long 
in  the  sea  are  very  large,  strong  fish,  have  been 
tempted  to  make  a  strong  effort  to  ascend  the 
rivers  with  the  recurring  freshets.  In  consequence 
some  notably  large  fish  have  been  netted.  Of 
these  not  a  few  have  scaled  from  351b.  upwards. 
Such  exceptional  weights  cannot,  however,  be 
spring  fish  of  their  first  year  ;  and  their  coming, 
too,  in  such  numbers,  it  is  impossible  to  account 
for.  But  this  is  a  year  in  which  the  vagaries  of 
the  salmon  have  been  especially  marked.  All  the 
very  early  rivers  have  yielded  to  the  rod-fishers’ 
famous  sport,  and  in  connection  with  them  the 
yield  to  the  nets  of  early  spring  fish  has  been 
correspondingly  great.  Grilse  appeared  a  fort¬ 
night  earlier  than  usual— the  first  one  a  Dee  grilse, 
being  got  on  the  30th  of  March— and  were  more 
of  the  size  of  May  grilse  than  of  the  firstlings  of 
the  year,  the  one  noted  being  for  the  period  the 
phenomenal  weight  of  quite  3lb.  Had  many 
grilse  of  this  weight  been  in  the  sea  about  the  enc 
of  March  or  early  in  April,  there  would  without 


A  CHOICE  TIT-BIT. 

[Some  tit-mice  recently  built  a  nest  in  a  rural 
wall-box,  and  finding  the  letters  in  their  way, 
carried  them  off  as  fast  as  they  were  dropt  in, 
and  scattered  them  over  the  adjoining  fields.— 
Vide  Daily  Paper.] 

A  Choice  Tit-Bit. — To  Wit. 

I. 

These  little  birds,  like  some  of  their  better?, 
Assuredly  had  no  turn  for  “  letters,” 

Save  turning  them  out 
To  the  right  about ! 

Sundry  summonses,  “Duns”  for  debtors, 
Sweets  for  wearers  of  Cupid’s  fetters, 

Schoolgirl  gossip  and  lawyer’s  letters. 

ii. 

Confiding  villagers  popped  them  in, 

Some  with  a  snarl,  and  some  with  a  grin, 

With  never  a  thought 
Of  mischief  wrought. 

But  the  wily  tits,  with  a  sharp  “  Oho  !  ” 
Mockingly  chirruped  “  Out  you  go  ;  ” 

And  drew  them  forth  with  their  bills— just  so. 

hi.  - 

Bill  met  Bill,  and  “  Beak  ”  met  Beale, 

In  the  case  of  summonses'3  ;  what  a  freak, 

The  letters  to  bear 
Through  the  free  blue  air  ! 

Of  “  notes  ”  as  a  rule,  blue  tits  can’t  boast, 

But  here  was  a  regular  “  flying  post  ” 

Delivered  where  daffodils  rule  the  roast ! 


iv. 

The  birds  were  tits,  we  again  remark, 

But  this  was  more  in  the  way  of  a  lark ; 

Whose  “  notes  ”  are  sent 
Through  the  firmament ! 

A  tit  lark,  say,  but  no  lark  to  those 

Who  lost  their  letters ;  you  may  suppose 

How  “  Ragged  Robin  ”  blamed  sweet  “prim  Rose !  ” 

v. 

Here  was  a  pretty  how  d’ye  do  ! 

Where  were  the  letters  ?  Nobody  knew  ! 

A  “  Dun  ”  might  stay 
Till  all  was  grey ! 

But  happy  lovers  won’t  brook  delay. 

If  that  “  Billy-doux  ”  dos’nt  come  from  May, 
What,  oh  what  will  “  Sweet  William  ”  say  ?  ” 
Exeter.  F.  B.  Doveton. 


Angling  in  the  Cheshire  Dee. — T1  e  Dee  net* 
fishin^  continues  good,  and  the  draft  fishermen 
had  some  good  hauls  in  the  beginning  of  the 
week.  No  good  sport  with  rod  and  line  can, 
however,  be  expected  until  there  is  a  striding 
freshet,  as  few  salmon  have  yet  been  seen  above 
the  Erbistock  weirs.  Yesterday  the  weather  was 
cold,  raw,  and  gloomy,  and  rain  fell  slightly  in 
Cheshire. —  Yorkshire  Post,  May  22. 

*  Signed  by  a  magistrate. 


0 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[May  30,  1891. 


DEATH  OF  A  FAMOUS  SPORTSMAN. 

Dear  Sir I  hoped  and  expected  to  see  a  notice 
in  F.G.  of  the  death  of  that  good  fisherman  and 
first-rate  sportsman,  Major  Hill, late  ofMaesllwch 
Castle,  Radnorshire.  He  was  the  master  of  one 
of  the  finest  packs  of  otter  hounds  in  the  country, 
which  were  well  known  all  over  Wales,  and  in 
many  parts  of  England. 

His  charming  little  fishing  box  at  Erwood  is 
situate  among  the  loveliest  scenery  on  the  Wye, 
with  the  river  foaming  over  the  rocks  close  under 
the  windows.  In  anything  like  a  good  season  he 
used  to  take  a  large  number  of  salmon,  some  years 
registering  over  a  ton.  This  is  a  record  hard  to 
beat,  considering  that  the  fish  had  such  a  distance 


Corosjrottirwtce 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 

expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

A  GRILSE  QUERY. 

Sir, — While  I  have  all  respect  for  the  feelings 
and  opinion  of  Mr.  Lennox  Moore,  whose  letter  on 
this  subject  appeared  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  I 
yet  am  absolutely  certain  that  no  grilse  of  such  a 
weight  as  5^1b.,  is,  or  ever  has  been,  found  inland  in 
Scotch  waters  so  early  as  the  first  of  May. 

For  many  years  I  have  been  at  the  greatest 
possible  pains  to  learn  both  by  practical  ex¬ 
perience,  and  communication  with  observers, 
verything  concerning  the  grilse  —  its  first 
eppearance,  time,  of  migrations  rapidity  of 
development,  &c.,  and  what  I  state  above  I  have 
aad  verified  by  the  most  competent  authorities  on 
^11  the  grilse  waters  in  Scotland  of  any  note.  A 
^ Alb.  grilse  caught  in  Loch  Eck  on  the  4th  of  May. 
°In  the  very  nature  of  things  this  cannot  be  ;  and 
who  is  there,  I  ask,  who  has  long  had  the  passing 
of  the  salmonidce  of  various  growths  and  ages 
through  his  hands  the  whole  season  that  will  come 
forward  and  corroborate  Mr.  Moore’s  statement 
by  stating  it  to  be  a  positive  fact  that  he  has  got 
grilse  as  heavy  as  5Alb.  weight  at  the  beginning 
of  May  ?  8 

Mr.  Moore  has  entirely  misconstrued  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  “note,"  and  his  taking  matters  as  he 
has  done  is  a  very  wnhopef ul  sign  of  his  being  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  mistake.  I  cannot  understand  what 
he  means  by  his  fish  having  “this  season’s  roe.” 
Do  not  salmon  by  the  4th  of  May  have  roe  as  well 
as  grilse  ? 

There  was  no  intention  in  the  note  of  implying 
that  Mr.  Moore’s  fish  was  overweighed,  and  it  is 
therefore  all  the  more  a  pity  that  he  should  have 
allowed  his  fancy  to  trick  him  into  suspecting 
this.  It  is  not  to  engage  in  heated  controversy 
that  I  write  this  letter :  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
having  this  important  natural  history  question 
discussed  and  settled.  I  know  it  to  be  the  case 
that  few  of  the  most  experienced  anglers,  and  not 
all  the  longest  experienced  net  fishermen,  will 
always  be  able  to  tell  a  grilse  from  a  small  salmon. 

I  close  this  letter  with  a  quotation  from  your 
own  columns  of  last  week,  which  surely  goes  far 
to  substantiate  my  argument,  since  it  refers  to  the 
Tweed,  which  is  naturally  earlier  than  any  west 
coast  waters,  Loch  Eck  among  the  rest :  “  The 
first  grilse  of  the  season  was  caught  in  the  nets  at 
South  Bells  fishery  in  the  Tweed  on  Friday — 2|lb. 
This  is  a  month  earlier  than  last  year.’’— Yours, 
&c  i  _ _ W.  Murdoch. 

THE  CARP  AS  A  SPORTING  FISH. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “  Cotswold  Isys  ” 
forgot  to  look  at  the  book  when  he  wrote  about 
11  sluggish  carp.”  I  can  say  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience  that  the  carp  is  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  fish  Jto  catch.  In  1882  I  caught  a  large 
Thames  carp  (weight,  12ilb.)  on  a  14oz.  rod  and 
a  running  line  about  the  substance  of  thread.  I 
was  fifty-five  minutes  playing  the  fish  before  I  felt 
I  could  safely  place  the  landing-net  near  it.  Once 
the  fish  leaped  two  feet  out  of  the  water. 

“E.  J.  W.”  is  quite  correct  with  his  criticism  on 
silmon  and  trout  anglers — “they  think  there  is 
nothing  scientific  in  so-called  coarse  fishing.”  Let 
some  of  these  gentlemen  try  for  Thames  barbel  on 
roach  tackle.  I  think  they  would  very  soon  think 
differently.  I  consider  the  carp  the  strongest 
fresh-water  fish  we  have.— Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Mackrill. 


to  travel,  as,  by  the  river,  Erwood  must  be  fully 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  sea. 

Each  salmon  taken  was  duly  entered  in  the  fish 
book,  with  the  weight,  the  fly  it  was  killed  with, 
and  the  name  of  its  captor. 

You  will,  I  think,  remember  that  Major  Hill,  a 
year  or  two  back,  sent  to  the  F.  G.  a  most  graphic 
account  of  his  struggle  with  a  monster  salmon, 
which  he  hooked  in  his  water,  and  which  he  had 
on  for,  I  am  afraid  to  say  how  many  hours ;  but  I 
know  it  was  played  far  into  the  night  by  the  aid 
of  lanterns.  The  fish  was  unfortunately  ulti¬ 
mately  lost  by  the  parting  of  the  gut,  either  by  the 
jaws  of  the  fish,  or  through  being  frayed  over  a 
ridge  of  rock.  A  salmon  of  over  401b.  was,  I  think, 
soon  after  seen  or  caught  higher  up  the  river,  and 
Major  Hill  would  have  it  this  was  his  big  friend 
who  broke  him. 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  business  transac¬ 
tions  with  the  Major  for  many  years,  and  also,  by 
his  kind  courtesy,  had  the  privilege  of  a  few  days 
salmon  fishing  with  him  at  Erwood,  lean  person¬ 
ally  testify  to  his  kindly  and  genial  disposition 
and  to  his  unbounded  hospitality. 

His  chief  delight  was  in  his  merry  little  pack  of 
hounds,  but  he  was  fond  of  cricket,  a  first-rate 
performer  with  gun  and  salmon  rod,  and  altogether 
as  fine  an  all-round  sportsman  as  could  be  found 
in  the  kingdom. 

His  funeral,  which  took  place  on  the  8th  inst  , 
was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  sympathising 
friends  and  tenantry.  He  died  universally  be¬ 
loved  and  lamented,  and  is  laid  to  rest  in  the  little 
churchyard  at  Glasbury,  almost  within  hearing  of 
the  murmur  of  the  charming  river  he  loved  so  well. 
F.I.P. — Faithfully  yours,  J.  Thurlow. 


A  GOOD  PLACE  TO  GO  TO  (?). 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Alfred  Brown, 
evidently  ignores  the  “  last  rose  of  summer  ”  to 
be  found  about  the  streams  he  cracks  up,  in  North 
of  Ireland.  I  would  advise  any  of  your  readers 
who  suggest  fishing  in  this  locality  of  the  Emerald 
Isle  to  find  out  when  that  “  cussed  stinking  flax 
water  ”  is  on  the  rampage.  You  may  as  well  fish 
a  London  sewer  then. — Yours  faithfully, 

_  J.  T.  J. 

REMARKABLE  DISCREPANCIES  IN 
SO-CALLED  THAMES  MEASUREMENTS. 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  “  Piscator  ”  is  good 
enough  to  give,  “  as  a  guide  to  uninitiated  anglers,” 
a  list  of  the  sizes  of  fish  allowed  to  be  taken  from 
the  Thames,  wherein  he  quotes  grayling  at  7in. 
My  copy  of  the  Bye-laws  gives  9in.  May  I  ask 
which  is  correct  ?— I  am,  yours,  &c.,  Giant. 

[On  one  of  the  societies’  hand-bills  now  before 
us  the  size  is  given  as  Tin. — Ed.] 


FISH  ATTACKED  BY  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  separate  cover  per  same  post, 
I  forward  you  specimens  of  young  fish  from  one  of 
our  reservoirs. 

These  reservoirs  were  stocked  with  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  thousand  chub,  bream,  and  roach  last 
year.  We  have  not  had  any  losses  up  to  this  last 
week ;  but  now  we  find  them  dying  in  hundreds, 
and  all  young  fish.  The  samples  we  enclose  have 
been  taken  from  the  reservoir  this  afternoon,  some 
appear  to  be  bleeding  close  to  the  vent,  others 
about  the  tail.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  the  cause 
of  this  mortality.  The  larger  fish  appear  to  be 
healthy,  but  there  are  a  number  of  sticklebacks  in 
the  reservoir,  and  these  are  badly  diseased  and 
covered  with  fungus.  The  water  is  top  water 
from  the  land  surrounding,  and  there  is  a  con¬ 
tinuous  stream  running  in. 

We  should  feel  greatly  obliged  for  your  advice 
as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  disease,  and  of  the 
best  method  of  counteracting  it. 

As  this  is  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  reply  as  early  as  possible. — 
Yours  respectfully,  Thos.  W.  Bedford,  sec. 

29,  Bridgman-street,  Bolton. 

[We  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  a  worse  case 
of  Saproleguia  ferox  in  fresh-water  fish;  in  one 
case,  after  lifting  the  mouldy  lump  from  the  back 
of  a  fish,  we  found  the  tissues  underneath  eaten 
away  quite  to  the  back  bone,  which  also  appeared 
affected.  Fresh  earth  and  salt  have  been  talked 
about  as  remedies  for  this  parasitic  fish  disease, 
but  they  are  in  fish-breeding  establishments, 
where  ponds  can  be  run  dry,  and  the  ground  well 
salted,  and  not  used  for  twelve  months.  Salmon 
affected  with  the  disease  are  said  to  recover  (not 
too  far  gone)  when  they  get  into  salt  water. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  TEIGNMOUTH. 

Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  some  brother 
angler,  who  has  visited  South  Devon,  would 
inform  me  through  the  columns  of  the  F.  G., 
whether  there  is  any  good  bottom  fishing 
to  be  obtained,  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Teignmoutb,  in  what  rivers,  and  how  tickets  are 
to  be  procured  ?  A  few  hints  as  to  the  sea-fishing 
would  be  of  service.  I  expect  to  be  at  Teignmouth 
during  the  month  of  July. — Yours  faithfully, 
Birmingham,  May  26.  H.  R.  Barber. 


THE  CONNEMARA  FISHING  CLUB, 
LIMITED. 


SOUTH-COAST  SEA  FISHING. 

Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  tell  me 
where  to  go  on  the  south  coast  for  some  good  sea 
fishing,  June  and  July ,  not  only  from  boats,  but  from 
piers  or  rocks,  where  a  lady  can  amuse  herself 
(without  th 3  motion  of  a  boat)  with  good  sport  ?  I 
thought  of  going  to  Worthing — is  this  a  good  place, 
and  would  it  afford  the  points  I  am  asking  for  ? — 
Yours  faithfully,  Arthur  G.  Hubbard. 

Meopham  Bank,  Tonbridge. 


Dear  Sir, — I  will,  as  a  sportsman,  supply  a  few 
details  relative  to  the  Erriff  River  Fishery,  which 
apply  to  both  comfort  and  pocket,  evidently  lost 
sight  of  by  “  H.  H.”  in  answer  to  “  J.  E.  G.”  whose 
letter  appeared  in  the  F.  G.  of  May  16.  The  hotel 
at  Leewaur  is  undoubtedly  the  best  place  to  fish 
the  river  from,  but  a  car  is  required  as  a  necessity 
before  commencing  operations  some  five  or  six 
miles  away,  you  also  pick  up,  en  route,  a  fisher¬ 
man  who  knows  the  ground ;  this  involves  for 
food,  &c.,  some  seven  or  nine  shillings,  which 
added  to  cost  of  permit,  makes  a  hole  in  a  one- 
pound  note.  The  Erriff  is  what  may  be  called  a 
one-day  river.  It  is  seldom  good  for  a  second  day 
in  the  summer.  After  a  flood  the  water  runs 
quickly  down.  I  would  add  to  “H.  H.’s”list  of 
flies,  medium  and  small  grey  and  blue  bodies,  with 
silver  tinsel.  Wading  stockings  will  be  found 
useful  at  times.  The  hotel  food  is  fair,  but 
accommodation  inferior  to  Scotch  or  English  fish¬ 
ings.  There  are  two  or  three  good  bedrooms, 
but  the  occupiers  are  unceremoniously  turned  out, 
if  wanted,  for  married  couples.  Beware  the 
tourist  season. 

Be  careful  before  fishing  the  lakes  adjacent  (un¬ 
less  you  have  paid)  to  see  -there  is  a  written 
permit  for  each,  or  you  will  come  back  looking 
wrathful  before  your  proper  time.— Yours  faith- 
fuUy.  J.  T.  J. 

P-S— Take  a  salmon  rod  of  about  18ft.,  as  some 
parts  of  river  are  wider. 


THE  SO-CALLED  BICKERDYKE  SPRING 
LOOP. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — With  reference  to  the 
spring  loop  bearing  my  name,  and  which  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  warned  your  readers  against  using  on 
salmon  traces,  I  shall  be  glad  if,  for  my  own  credit, 
you  will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  never  in¬ 
vented  anything  of  the  kind.  The  thing  is,  as 
Mr.  Bambridge  states,  mentioned  in  the  “  Book  of 
the  All-Round  Angler,”  but  only  in  the  portion 
devoted  to  pike  fishing  on  page  44.  I  there  say 
expressly  that  “I  do  not  know  the  inventor.”  I 
strongly  recommended  it  for  the  attachment  to 
the  trace  used  in  live-baiting  for  pike,  but  I  was 
careful  not  to  recommend  it  for  spinning  or  trolling 
purposes,  because,  after  giving  it  a  careful  trial,  I 
found  it  was  unsuited  for  those  purposes.  There 
are  two  ends  of  wire  in  it  which  turn  from  the 
bait,  and  when  the  swivel  is  used  on  a  spinning 
trace  which  is  drawn  rapidly  through  the  water, 
these  ends  are  apt  to  catch  in  weeds,  &c.,  and  open. 
Not  only  do  I  not  recommend  these  hook  swivels 
for  spinning  traces  either  for  pike  or  salmon,  in 
my  book,  but  I  point  out  what  should  in  my  opinion 
be  used.  I  do  not  pretend  to  infallibility,  and  no 
doubt  many  faults  can  be  found  in  my  work,  but 
it  is  a  little  rough  on  an  author  to  have  arrange¬ 
ments  of  tackle  called  after  him  which  he  has  not 
invented,  does  not  approve,  and  has  not  recom¬ 
mended,  except  for  one  special  purpose. — Yours 
very  truly,  John  Bickerdyiie. 


May  30,  1891.] 

WHIT-MONDAY  AT  LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Sir,— A  few  days  ago,  when  we  were  frizzling  in 
a  glaring  sun,  many  would  have  thought  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  Weather  had  done  his  most  in  these 
parts,  and  that  we  were  going  to  jump  into  summer 
without  the  prelude  of  spring,  but  the  end  of  last 
week,  especially  Whit  Sunday  proved  that  he  had 
still  “  another  shaft  to  launch,”  and  although 
Whit  Monday  morning  was  bright  and  cheerful, 
yet  there  was  a  hilt  in  the  wind,  and  all  the 
mouatain-top3  wore  covered  with  snow  and 
hail. 

Remembering,  however,  what  happened  au 
Easter,  nearly  a  score  of  sanguine  sportsmen  went 
out  at  various  times  from  seven  to  ten  a.m..,  and 
after  varied  fortunes  made  up  a  total  of  ninety 
trout,  weighing  over  861b.,  which  when  laid  oat 
in  the  hall  of  the  hotel  were  a  very  pretty  sight, 
and  surprised  many  of  the  anglers  who  had  not 
seen  some  previous  “  Fishery  Exhibitions”  on  the 
same  table. 

Topping  the  list,  as  he  very  frequently  does  on 
these  waters,  was  the  Ex-Mayor  of  Liverpool 
(T.  Hughes,  Esq.),  aud  with  twelve  trout,  lHlb. 
but  a  step  in  his  rear  was  a  well-known  sporting 
baronet  (Sir  R.  Green  Price),  who  has  in  these  last 
few  days  made  his  first  essay  in  the  new  ”  Llyn 
his  score  was  ten  trout,  9llb.  It  was  gratifying  to 
see  nearly  all  return  with  some  fish,  though  there 
were  many  reports  of  smashed  tackle  and  lost  flies, 
and  as  showing  the  vagaries  of  the  day,  one  keen 
sportsman,  who  commenced  casting  at  eight  a.m., 
did  not  get  a  takeable  fish  until  seven  p.m.,  and 
then  took  six  in  fifty  minutes,  the  evening  “  rise  ” 
in  his  Bay  having  been  very  late. — With  hopes  of 
more  genial  weather,  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  very 
truiy;  _  Lancastrian. 

MONSTROSITY  IN  TROUT  FRY. 

Sir,— If  you  think  the  following  will  interest 
your  readers,  pray  allow  me  a  little  space.  Breed¬ 
ing  “S.  Fario,”  '*  Levenensis,”  and  “  Fontinalis ’’ 
this  year,  I  noticed  in  one  of  the  trays  (the 
which  I  am  not  quite  certain,  fario  I  think)  a 
most  curious  youngster — i.e.,  a  double  fish.  I 
immediately  picked  it  out  and  placed  it  in  one  of 
the  catch-boxes,  out  of  the  way  of.  harm.  of  the 
multitude,  taking  little  notice  of  it  during  the 
“  Alevin”  stage,  feeling  sure  it  would  die  off,  as 
they  usually  do  when  the  yolk  of  the  umbilical 
sac  was  consumed.  To  my  great  surprise,  at  the 
end  of  this  period  I  found  it  still  living,  yea, 
making  an  effort  to  feed  from  the  floating  morsels. 
I  at  once  began  to  take  an  interest  and  try  to 
feed  it,  finding  that  when  they  both  tried  they 
invariably  missed  the  particles  of  floating  food. 
I  be^an  to  take  them  up  in  a  tea  cup,  and  hold  a 
feather  charged  with  food  before  them,  when  they 
would  feed  ravenously.  They  are  now  about 
fourteen  weeks  old  and  grow  well ;  having  deve¬ 
loped  their  spots  I  can  own  them  as  “hario.” 
When  hungry  they  lie  perfectly  still  to  be  fed, 
and  are  like  the  Siamese  babies  feeding  from  a 
spoon.  They  are  two  perfect  fish  from,  heads  to 
stomach,  when  they  become  one,  finishing  off Eat 
the  tail  quite  similar  to  any  other  fish.  They 
swim  quite  gracefully  when  both  in  the  humour, 
if  not  they  make  a  muddle  of  it.  I  believe  they 
have  only  one  stomach,  as  I  have  noticed  them 
pass  the  secretions  from  a  central  vent.  More 

bv  and-by,  if  they  live. — Yours,  &c., 

F.  S.  Perkin. 

THE  SIZES  OF  THAMES  FISH. 

Sir  _in  reference  to  the  letter  signed  “  Pisca- 
tor,”  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week,  I  may 
say  my  attention  was  directed  some  time  ago  to 
the  discrepancies  in  the  sizes  of  Thames  fish 
which  was  published  in  Mr.  Longley’s  “  \  ade 
Mecum,’’  compared  with  those  in  the  Thames 
Fishery  Bye-Laws  of  1883,  and  I  have  since  been 
requested  by  Mr.  Longley  himself  to  give  him  the 
correct  standard,  which  I  have  done,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  in  all  future  issues  the  matter  will 
be  put  right.  I  am  desirous  also  of  correcting 
another  error  which  is  constantly  cropping  up, 
and  did  at  the  last  meeting  at  Battersea,  that  the 
standard  of  the  Thames  is  that  of  the  T.A.P.b., 
instead  of  that  of  the  Thames  Fishing  Bye-laws 
of  1883,  under  which  the  T.A.P.S.  has  to  rule,  and 
besides  it  is  the  standard  adopted  by  the  great  re¬ 
presentative  body  of  anglers,  angling  clubs  and 
preservation  societies,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel, 
in  1882,  which  was  accepted  by  the  conservators 
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of  the  Thames  in  their  revision  of  the  old  Bye-laws, 
and  can  only  be  altered  by  them  at  any  future 
time.  The  sizes  given  by  “  Piscator  ”  are  those  of 
the  present  standard.  W.  H.  Brougham. 


THE  STANDARD  OF  FISH  WEIGHABLE 
AT  THE  LONDON  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  ask  those  gentlemen 
who  are  moving  in  the  matter  of  increasing  the 
sizes  of  fish  weighed  in  at  our  London  clubs— 
Have  they  thought  of  the  consequences  ?  What  will 
become  of  the  clubs  when  we  all  only  weigh  in 
specimen  fish  ?  We  cannot  always  get  them  ;  our 
fish  trays  will  be  empty.  The  clubs  will  fall,  and 
the  working  man  angler  will  be  of  the  past.  It  is 
not  the  club  angler  that  does  the  harm  to  our 
rivers  ;  it  is  the  native  poacher  with  his  numerous 
ways  of  depleting  and  destroying  the  fish  that  is 
where  the  harm  is  done.  As  a  native  in  a  country 
village  told  me  last  summer,  that  he  really  was 
quite  sick  of  fish :  he  always  could  get  plenty  when 
we  anglers  could  not  in  our  legal  way.  Yours 
truly,  _  Weight. 

CARP  AND  CARPERS. 

Sir,— I  am  sorry  to  find  that  your  correspon¬ 
dent,  “  E.  J.  W.,”  has  found  occasion  to  carp  at 
my  apparent  depreciation  of  the  military  quali¬ 
ties  of  his  favourite  fish.  I  will  not  imitate  his 
refined  tone  or  amiable  temper  ;  but  as  he.  has 
so  fiercely  erected  his  back  fin  at  my  comparison, 
“  as  sluggish  as  a  carp,”  I  merely  state  two  facts. 
First,  that  I  have  had  practical  experience  in 
fishing  for  every  kind  of  fresh-water  fish  (save 
barbel),  including  carp.  Secondly,  my  experience 
of  carp  is,  that  when  well  hooked,  owing  to  the 
toughness  of  his  mouth,  one  has  not  that  nervous 
anxiety  about  his  breaking  away,  if  the  tackle  be 
a0od,  that  one  has  about  a  trout,  and  further  that 
lie  does  not  leap  out  of  the  water  as  trout  often 
do,  or  fight  nearly  so  vigorously  in  the  water.  lie 
sails  away,  pulls,  and  seeks  his  congenial  mud  ; 
but  he  does  not  wrestle  like  a  trout  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Moreover,  I  said  of  that  trout  I  spoke  of, 
that  “  he  was  as  sluggish  as  a  carp,  or  more  so, 
implying,  of  course,  that  a  carp  was.  not  so  slug¬ 
gish  as  some  trout.  It  is  so  convenient  to  leave 
out  words  that  are  awkward  in  a  quotation. 

As  to  the  supposed  contempt  of  fly-fishers  for 
bottom  fishes,  I  believe  it  only  exists  in  your  cor¬ 
respondent’s  imagination.  If  there  be  any  jea¬ 
lousy  I  fancy  it  is,  like  Bridgen.orth  election,  ”  all 
one  side,”  and  that  not  our  side.  One  thing  is 
plain  that  “  E.  J.  W."  is  not  “  as  sluggish  as  a 
carp,”  but  is  a  very  quick  riser,  and  that  if  one 
were  to  hook  him  it  would  be  a  very  ticklish  job 
to  land  him.— Very  truly  yours 
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cause  Mrs.  Smith  did  not  stop  the  Association 
putting  trout  into  her  water,  therefore  she  should 
not  stop  fishing.  We  think  it  is  very  doubtful  if 
her  permission  to  put  in  the  fish  was  ever  asked, 
and  unless  we  are  much  mistaken,  she  does  not 
refuse  permission  to  fish  if  asked  for  it. — Ed.] 


COTSWOLD  I SYS. 


GREAT  TAKE  OF  UNSEASONABLE  PIKE, 
ON  SLAPTON  LEY. 

Sir,— I  see  a  fishing  report  in  one  of  your  con¬ 
temporaries  of  Saturday  last  of  the  capture  of 
ninety-three  pike  in  twelve  days,  many  of  them 
reaching  81b.  in  weight,  besides  perch  and  roach. 
Another  angler  ( ? )  took  thirteen  pike  of  the 

aggregate  weight  of  561b. 

I  do  not  know  whether  Slapton  Ley  is  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  Fresh- water  Fisheries 
Act  of  1878,  but  it  is  surely  very  unsportsmanlike 
to  take  pike,  &c.,  during  the  close  season.— 
Yours,  &c.,  .  H.  S.  Harland. 

8,  Arundel-terrace,  Brighton. 

SMITH  v.  ANDREWS. 

Sir,— There  is  a  paragraph  in  Mr.  Justice 
North’s  judgment  referring  to  Harry  Wilder  and 
his  non-payment  of  rent.  Harry  is  just  now  down 
with  the  influenza,  meanwhile  I  may  say  that  the 
paragraph  does  not  convey  to  the  reader  an  accu¬ 
rate  impression  of  what  took  place. 

It  is  a  pity  that  Mrs.  Smith  was  not  advised  to 
enforce  her  claims  years  ago,  as  it  seems  an  un¬ 
gracious  proceeding  to  allow  the  Maidenhead 
Angling  Association  to  stock  the  water  with  trout, 
and  then  having  got  the  fish,  to  forbid  those  who 
put  them  in  to  try  for  them  with  a  rod  and  line.— 

Yours  truly,  ,  , 

[Fairplay  is  a  jewel,  and  although,  as  our  readers 
are  aware,  we  helped  the  Associations,  per 
Andrews,  to  make  Mrs.  Smith  prove  her  title,  we 
cannot  admit  the  force  of  “B’s”  argument,  that  be¬ 
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Sir,— While  reading  an  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  23,  called  “  How  the  Four-pound 
Fario  was  Circumvented,”  and  written  by  Mr. 
Jardine,  mention  is  made  of  a  snip9’s  nest  he 
found  containing  eight  or  ten  young  ones.  May  I 
ask  that  the  next  nest  he  finds  with  eight  or  ten 
young  one3  or  eggs  may  be  presented  to  the 
Natural  History  Museum,  South  Kensington,  whore 
the  authorities,  I  am  quite  sure,  would  be  greatly 
thankful,  and  his  name  handed  down  to  posterity  ? 
Though  on  our  common  of  Brampton  great  numbers 
of  snipe  breed,  and  very  many  nests  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  to  examine,  yet  never  have  I  found 
more  than  four  eggs  in  a  nest,  and  the  young  ones 
always  leave  the  nest  as  soon  as  they  are  hatched. 
Mr.  Jardine’s  snipe  must  indeed  have  been,  a  pro¬ 
lific  bird.  I  only  wish  we  had  some  like  it  here. 
What  shooting  we  would  have  ! 

I  might  also  state  that  moorhens  and  coots, 
which  often  lay  as  many  as  twelve  eggs,  their 
young  swim  as  soon  as  they  are  hatched,  and 
never  return  to  the  nest. — A  ours,  &c., 

Stockbridge.  VI.  H.  Turle. 

A  NOTE  FOR  LANCASHIRE  ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  Notes  from  Lancashire,  I 
hope  vou  will  call  the  attention  of  anglers  to  the 
common  practice  of  taking  coarse  fish  when  out  of 
season.  I  was  round  some  waters  about  two 
miles  from  Manchester  during  the  past  week,  and 
I  saw  some  members  of  a  well-known  angling 
society  of  this  district,  taking  roach  full  of 
spawn,  and  some  of  them  were  letting  the  roach 
die  on  the  bank,  and  I  should  think  the  largest 
fish  did  not  weigh  more  than  3oz. 

I  know  several  that  call  themselves  anglers, 
and  are  prominent  members  of  one  of.  our  largest 
societies,  who  have  made  it  their  business  during 
the  past  week  to  fish  for  nothing  else  but  roach 
and  gudgeon. 

As  this  is  a  common  practice  of  Lancashire 
anglers,  I  hope  you  will  take  the  matter  up.  I 
don’t  wish  at  the  present  any  names  to  appear, 
but  if  the  practice  continues,  I  would  be  prepared 
to  give  the  names  of  the  club  members.— I  re- 
main,  yours  truly,  Angler. 

A  PRIZE  FOR  THE  SMALLEST  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— I  enclose  you  cutting  from  the  Vforth 
S!ar,  giving  an  account  of  a  fishing  contest  lield  by 
Darlington  Workmen’s  Angling  Association,  and 
would  beg  your  perusal  of  same.  You  will  observe 
that  a  special  prize  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
has  been  offered  for  the  smal'est  fish,  and  won  by 
J.  Greenhealgh.  Now,  sir.  what  is  your  honest 
opinion  of  an  association  offering  such  a  prize,  and 
of  the  sportsman  (?)  who  obtained  it  ? 

I  understood  fishing  clubs,  and  associations 
generally,  were  to  improve  the  river3  and  protect 
the  fish,  not  to  deplete  them  by  the  above  prize- 
giving  methods.  I  see  another  contest  is  to  take 
place  shortly.  Are  there  no  means  of  awakening 
the  members  to  a  sense  of  shame  ?— Yours  in¬ 
dignantly,  .  ,  Tv . 

[Let  the  Darlington  workmen  anglers  take  this 

rebuke  to  heart.— Ed.] 

APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND  FRIENDS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Camm  and  her  family  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
from  the  North  London  Angling.  Society;  ten 
shillings  from  the  Cambridge  Friendly  Angling 
Society;  five  shillings  from  the  Silver  I  rout 
Anglers’  Association,  Darlington. 

I  hope  other  angling  societies  may  forward 
me  their  collections,  as  the  above  case  is  a  most 
distressing  one,  and  is  deserving  of  sympathy.— 
I  am,  sir,  yours  truly,  B-  Abraiiams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill-gate,  \\. 

P.S. — Cheques  and  postal  orders  to  be  crossed 

Alliance  Bank. 
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COLONEL  CLARK’S  NEW  NET. 


r  Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  in  your 
next  issue  price  of  Col.  Clark’s  new  landing-net, 
as  sold  by  retail  dealers,  and  oblige,  yours  truly, 

M.  C.  B. 

J  [One  guinea  each.  May  be  had  from  all  tackle 
dealers. — Ed  ]  _ 

A  HUNGRY  SALMON. 

Sir,— On  Thursday,  May  21,  I  caught  a  small 
trout  here  (on  the  river  Garry)  from  a  bridge.  As 
I  was  winding  him  up,  and  the  trout  just  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  a  salmon  made  three  distinct 
darts  at  him  and  swallowed  him.  In  twenty 
minutes  I  landed  the  salmon  (9lb.),  the  hook  half¬ 


way  down  his  stomach.  I  have  since  learnt  there 
was  no  trout  in  him  when  opened. — Yours,  B.  B. 


Another  Angling  Rights  Test  Case. — At  the 
Sleaford  Police-court  on  the  25th  inst.,  a  case 
came  on  in  which  tho  fishing  rights  of  the  Marquess 
of  Bristol  over  the  river  Slea  were  involved.  A 
resident  named  Henry  Watson  had  been  sum¬ 
moned  for  angling  in  the  waters,  and  in  defence 
he  challenged  the  title  of  the  Marquess  of  Bristol 
to  the  reserving  of  the  fishing  rights.  It  was 
decided  that  this  prosecution  should  be  with¬ 
drawn,  with  a  view  to  Lord  Bristol  entering  an 
action  in  the  Chancery  Division  to  defend  his 
title. 


ONE  PENNY.  SPECIMEN  Rd.  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

73eautifu(  <¥iou)er6 
Profitable  *Sarden6 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success — "Being  a  constant-,  reader.  I  must  say 
that  my  succ  ss  is  entirely  dne  to  the  informat. on  you  give 
every  week.” — W.  B. 

Coloured  Pla‘e  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate-BtreeS  E.O. 


Geo.  CORDING’S 

Ventilated  Fishing:  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c. 


125.  RESENT 


231.  STt  SNR 


s.  ALLCOCK  &,  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Sa’mon  and  Trout  Fli<  s,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Patent  Applied  f;r. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 


Gecn’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  tho 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  bo  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

1;BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  0s. 


“  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens, 


CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

and  at  25,  CRAYFORD  ROAD,  HOLLOWAY,  LCND3N,  N. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Medal  and 

Diplomas  for  Fly  Rods  and  Flies. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies 

OF1  FIRST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE  MEDAL 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN 

ONE  GUINEA. 

DEVERAUX  AND  BLUE  MAHOE 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

The  Lightest  and  -Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced. 


Catalogues  Gratis. 


SUPPLEMENT 


©atcs  anti  ©units  1 

Of  Landing-nets. — Anglers  will  hear  with 
'tempered  enthusiasm  that  a  new  landing-net  has 
been  invented.  The  impossibility  of  doing  either 
with  or  without  a  landing-net  reminds  the  learned 
of  what  the  Roman  sage  remarked  about  wives. 
With  no  landing-net,  how  are  you  to  secure  a  fish, 
either  where  the  banks  are  steep  and  grassy,  or 
where  you  have  to  wade  far  out  from  the  beach  ? 
The  first  problem  occurs  in  Test  and  most 
southern  streams  ;  the  second  in  large  waters  like 
Tweed  and  Eden.  In  the  former  case  you  bring 
your  trout  to  submission  ;  but  how  are  you  to  lay 
hands  on  him  ?  The  moral  victory  is  yours.  You 
have  beguiled  and  dominated  a  subtle  and  spirited 
opponent.  But  the  base  world  refuses  to  credit 
the  triumph  unless  you  have  the  trout  to  show. 
Generally  you  bring  him  to  the  edge  of  the  bank, 
and  then  try,  very  gingerly,  to  lift  him  by  the  gut. 
Then  he  gives  a  plunge,  the  hook  leaves  its  hold, 
and  off  he  goes.  The  plan  of  leading  him  into  a 
ditch,  and  walking  half  a  mile  to  the  head  of  the 
ditch,  where  he  may  be  stranded,  is  tedious  and 
undignified.  In  wading  far  out  from  the  beach, 
it  is  laborious  and  unsafe  to  wade  all  the  way 
back ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  grip  a  trout  in  mid¬ 
stream  Northern  anglers,  therefore,  use  landing- 
nets  nearly  half  as  long  as  the  rod,  which  they 
carry  in  the  left  hand,  a  weariness  to  the  flesh, 
though  a  staff  and  comfort  in  wading.  The 
Southern  has  invented  many  dodges.  There  are 
telescope  net-handles,  which  should  shoot  out  to 
the  requisite  length  if  everything  goes  well. 
There  are  nets  with  hinges  and  springs,  which 
rust,  and  refuse  at  critical  moments  to  open  or 
shut.  Then  the  machine  has  to  be  carried 
suspended  to  something,  and  when  you  most  need 
its  aid  you  cannot  unhitch  it.  There  you  stand, 
the  rod  in  one  hand,  and  fighting  for  dear  life 
with  your  landing-net.  Or  the  wretched  thing  gets 
unhitched  when  not  wanted,  and  falls  on  the  long 
<yrass,  which  you  do  not  discover  till  you  most 
need  its  assistance.  A  landing-net  is  always  in 
the  way  when  not  wanted,  and  out  of  the  way 
when  most  in  demand.  The  new  one  “  is  suspended 
from  the  shoulder  by  the  web-band  ’  of  the  creel; 
but  a  creel  is  as  great  a  burden  as  a  landing-net, 
and  is  usually  empty.— Saturday  Review. 


Proposed  Alteration  in  the  Tay  Salmon 
Fishing  Season  (Lower  versus  Upper).— It 
will  be  remembered  that  some  time  ago  the  Tay 
Fishery  Board  resolved  by  a  majority  to 
memorialise  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  have 
the  net  fishing  altered,  so  that  the  season  should 
begin  on  the  5th  of  February,  and  terminate  on 
the  20th  of  August — a  week  earlier  than  under 
the  present  arrangement.  The  matter  was 
brought  up  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town 
Council  on  Saturday  forenoon,  when  the  Clerk 
stated  that  the  proposed  alteration  was  supported 
mainly  by  the  Upper  Proprietors,  and  that  it  was 
to  be  opposed  by  the  Lower  Proprietors.  The 
Town ’.Council  fishings  being  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  river,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  Lord  Provost,  to  support  the  memorial  of  the 
Lower  Proprietors  against  the  proposed  altera¬ 
tion. — Perthshire  Courier .. 


Smith  v.  Andrews.— Those  among  the  Thames 
anglers— and  their  name  is  legion— who  have 
carefully  conned  the  exhaustive  judgment  de- 
livered  by  Mr.  Justice  North  in  the  above  case, 
doubtless  thought  that  there,  was  some  comfort, 
or  “  compensation,”  in  knowing  authoritatively 
that  “a  mere  ‘  paper  title  ’  ”  maybe  “challenged 
and  displaced.”  The  plaintiff’s  title  even  on 
paper  ”  was  wonderfully  clear,  and  there  are  not 
many  owners  of  property  (said  his  Lordship)  in 
England  who  can  show  such  a  title.  It  might 
perhaps  be  said  with  truth  that,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Squire  Blount,  of  Mapledurham,  and 
the  plaintiff  in  the  above  case,  hardly  any  others 
could  prove  so  conclusively  a  legal  title  to  their 
“  several  fishery,”  save  perhaps  the  Earl  of 
Abingdon,  ofiWytham  Abbey,  near  Oxford.  This 
must  so  far  be  consolatory  not  only  to  London 
anglers,  but  to  those  living  in  the  towns  and 
•villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  and  Isis. 
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The  question  might,  however,  be  asked,  in  passing, 

“  Who  save  the  Freemen  of  the  City  of  Oxford 
could  rightfully  claim  the  ‘  several  fishery  ’  on 
the  Isis  and  the  side  streams  within  the  city 
boundaries,  from  the  marked  stone  on  the  Berks 
side,  on  which  a  bottle  of  port  is  broken  on  every 
‘perambulation,’  right  up  to  Godstow?”  Mr. 
Blount  has  for  some  few  years  let  the  Mapledur¬ 
ham  Fishery  to  the  Reading  Angling  Preservation 
Association  ;  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  action 
Mrs.  Smith  may  be  disposed  to  take  in  regard  to 
bank  anglers,  and — in  the  especial  interests  of  the 
town  of  Maidenhead — as  to  the  higher  class  of 
anglers  who  fish  from  bank,  Mrs.  Smith  cannot 
surely  be  insensible  to  the  good  her  own  fishery 
has  been,  and  still  will  be,  benefitted  by  the  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and 
also  indirectly  by  such  numbers  of  best  fish — 
trout  especially — having  been  turned  into  the 
Thames,  both  above  and  below  that  lady’s  water. 
It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  old  or  the  more 
modern  anglers  who  have  fished  the  Upper 
Thames  will  have  any  qualms  of  conscience  from 
being  told  that  “  the  public  have  no  right  to  fish 
there.”  And  even  apart  from  the  possession  of 
“  paper,”  or  parchment,  or  other  titles,  good  or 
bad,  few  indeed  of  the  present  riparian  owners 
would  possibly  care  nowadays  to  warn  off  the 
humble  bank  anglers,  or  to  stone  the  professional 
fisherman  attending  a  gentleman  in  his  boat.  All 
know  the  kindness  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  of  Tap- 
low  Court.  There  are  anglers  still  alive  who 
have  had  good  reason  to  thank  the  late  genial 
Robert  Palmer,  M.P.,  of  Holme  Park,  Sonning ; 
the  late  Brothers  May,  the  millers  at  Sonning 
Mills ;  Squire  Crawshay,  of  Caversham  Park  ;  also 
a  previous  squire  of  beautiful  Mapledurham  House 
and  fishery ;  the  late  Squire  Powys,  of  Hardwicke 
House ;  and  other  owners  of  property  abutting 
the  Thames  right  up  to  and  beyond  Oxford.  It 
might,  in  conclusion,  be  said,  in  no  boastful  spirit, 
that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  any  other  private 
person  to  set  up  a  claim  of  a  “  several  fishery,’ 
and  legally  prove  the  same  in  a  court  of  justice. 
Rusticus.  _ 

A  Test  Case. 

There  were  some  merry  fishermen  that  worked 
a  Hampshire  stream, 

And  many  fishes  dwelt  therein — trout,  salmon, 
dace,  and  bream ; 

They  tried  with  gut  imprisoned  flies  to  tempt  the 
same  from  it, 

But  found  a  thoughtful  kind  of  gnat  the  only 
thing  that  bit. 

A  bird  of  prey  upon  the  bank  was  feathering  his 
nest ; 

He  tried  to  frighten  them  away ;  they  tried  their 
rights  to  Test ; 

They  fought ;  these  simple  fisher-folk  could  never 
understand 

Though  gold  may  pay  the  counsel’s  fees,  yet  silver 
rules  the  land. 

Ye  fishermen,  a  warning  take,  and  do  not  try 
again  ; 

Though  Hampshire  rivers  may  be  flat,  their  rights 
are  never  plain.  Anon. 

University  Carlton  Club,  Cambridge. 


Trout  Breeding  at  Shrewsbury.  —  About 
twelve  thousand  healthy  trout -fry,  from  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society’s  Fish  Hatch¬ 
ing  in  the  Quarry,  the  results  of  this  year’s  hatch¬ 
ing,  were  turned  into  the  river  on  the  Flash, 
Coton-hill,  Welsh  Bridge,  English  Bridge,  Rail¬ 
way  Bridge,  and  Castle  Fields,  fords,  on  Thurs¬ 
day  in  last  week,  by  Mr.  J..  Williams,  the  lion, 
secretary  of  the  society,  who  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  R.  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Jackman, 
members  of  this  popular  and  flourishing  institu¬ 
tion.  This,  considering  the  adverse  conditions 
under  which  trout  culture  has  been  carried  on 
this  year,  is  a  satisfactory  result  of  the  society’s 
work  in  this  direction.  A  number  of  fry  have 
been  retained  in  order  that  they  may  be  retained 
in  the  “  nursery  ” — the  ponds  in  the  Dingle— until 
such  time  as  they  will  be  more  able  to  shift  for 
themselves  and  escape  the  ravages  of  the  more 
cannibalistic  of  their  kind.  The  ova  from 
Germany,  the  gift  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conser¬ 
vators,  to  the  society,  has  not,  unfortunately,  been 


productive  of  good  results.  The  breeding  trout- 

in  the  larger  ponds  in  the  Dingle,  which  number 
about  three  hundred,  are  thriving  remarkably 
well,  and  their  gambols  are  daily  watched  by  the 
public  who  frequent  the  charming  pleasure- 
grounds  of  which  Shrewsbury  people  are  so  proud. 
In  addition  to  these  fish,  some  of  which  are  over 
a  pound  in  weight,  the  pools  contain  a  number  of 
yearlings,  hatched  last  season.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  yearlings  are  far  more  valuable 
for  stocking  a  river  than  are  fry  of  as  few  months 
old,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  time 
will  not  be  long  ere  the  society  is  enabled  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  small  portion  of  running  water  wherein 
the  results  of  the  hatching  year  by  year  may  be 
turned,  before  committing  the  fry  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  pike,  perch,  chub,  or  other  evil-disposed 
gormands.  That  the  society’s  work  in  regard  to 
trout  culture  has  in  the  past  been  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  is  a  fact  beyond  dispute,  for  the  capture  of 
Loch  Leven  trout  of  2lb.,  3lb.,  4lb.,  and  even  51b. 
weight  is  a  common  occurrence,  On  the  other 
hand .  the  pure,  bred  natives  of  the  Severn  are  with¬ 
out  doubt  decreasing.  Trout  anglers  will  learn 
with  alarm  that  pike  seem  to  be  increasing  both 
in  weight  and  size  in  the  Severn  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Shrewsbury,  and  although  one  could 
wish  to  preserve  these  fish  for  the  sake  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  sport  they  provide,  it  would  be  far  better  for 
the  interests  of  all  that  they  were  exterminated. 
Their  loss  would  not  be  keenly  felt,  however,  for 
there  are  many  large  pools  on  the  estates  of 
gentlemen  around  Sbrewtbiry,  which  abound  with 
heavy  pike,  and  permission  to  fish  for  them  is 
easily  to  be  obtained  from  the  generous  land- 
owners,  especially  if  the  applications  are  made 
through  the  local  angling  society. 

Railway  Carriage  of  Fish. — The  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Parliament  has  recently  settled  that  the 
rules  for  the  carriage  of  fish  from  Scotland  and 
also  the  West  of  England  should  be  as  follows  :— 
The  maximum  charges  should  be  4d.  per  cwt.  for 
any  distance  not  exceeding  50  miles  ;  over  50  and 
not  exceeding  100  miles,  5d.  per  cwt. ;  over  100  and 
not  exceeding  200  miles,  7d.  per  cwt.;  over  150 
and  not  exceeding  200  miles,  8d.  per  cwt.  ;  over 
200  and  not  exceeding  250,  9d.  per  cwt. ;  over  250 
and  not  exceeding  300  miles,  10d.  per  cwt. ;  and 
exceeding  300  miles,  lid.  per  cwt.,  with  a  minimum 
of  561b.  weight,  and  a  minimum  charge  of  4d. 
The  Scotch  fisheries,  especially  the  Aberdeen  and 
Peterhead  districts,  will  benefit  considerably,  and 
so  will  the  great  trawling  port  of  Brixham,  South 
Devon,  and  the  Mount  s  Bay  and  St.  Ives  fishing 
stations.  _ _ 


Dog-Fish  at  Shetland. — A  large  number  of 
Aberdeenshire  fishing  boats,  prosecuting  opera¬ 
tions  off  the  Shetland  Isles,  have  had  to  suspend 
work  and  come  home,  owing  to  a  plague  of  dog¬ 
fish.  For  some  time  before  they  left,  the  sea  was 
swarming  with  them.  The  cod  and  ling  fishing 
was  getting  along  very  well  till  these  made  their 
appearance ;  but  any  attempts  at  fishing  after 
that  resulted  in  much  destruction  to  netting,  and 
loss  of  fish.  The  fishing  has  been  broken  up  for 
the  season.  _ 

The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  landed  to  the 
rod  on  the  Dee  by  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  and  scaled 
3Ub.  The  general  weight  of  those  being  got  in 
the  nets  is  under  31b.  A  run  of  small  salmon  has 
been  met  with  on  the  Dee,  varying  from  41b.  ana 
upwards,  which  by  many  are  being  at  first  booked 
for  grilse.  Last  year  a  very  fine  run  of  sea  trout, 
which  came  away  early,  were  at  first  mistaken 
for  sea  trout,  so  like  were  they  in  shape  and  colour. 
A  good  test  of  a  grilse,  especially  if  fresh-run,  in 
addition  to  shape  and  colour,  is  to  try  and  lift it 
by  a  gaff-hook,  or  such  like  inserted  round  the 
tendon  of  the  under  jaw — i  e.,  that  part  connecting 
the  jaw  with  the  belly.  If  it  breaks  with  its  own 
weight  it  is  certainly  a  grilse  ;  if  it  does  not,  nine 
to  ten  it’s  a  small  salmon. 


Mr.  W.  C.  H.  Jopp,  Bon  Accord-square,  Aber¬ 
deen,  writes  “  I  had  five  days’  good  sea  trout 
fishing  on  the  Yythan  about  three  weeks  ago, 
nearly  701b.,  best  day  251b.  I  did  not  take  full 
advantage  of  the  tide,  either,  as  there  were  other 
attractions  in  the  shape  of  golf,  &c.” 
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THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE. 

THE  REDDITCH  HOUSES. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

( Continued  from  page  314.) 

In  my  last  contribution,  in  describing  the  cutting 
of  the  coils  of  wire,  I  may  have  slightly  misled  my 
readers  ;  at  any  rate,  I  did  not  make  the  process 
so  clear  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  now. 

When  a  coil  is  brought  from  the  store-room  to 
be  operated  upon,  it  is  only  placed  upon  a  “  drum  ” 
when  the  wires  are  to  be  straightened,  cut  and 
barbed  by  the  machine  I  mentioned. 

If  the  coil  is  of  small  size  wire,  and  to  be  utilised 
for  small  hooks,  then  the  workman  severs  the  whole  j 
coil  in  one  place ;  it  is  then  passed  through  a  ring 
to  hold  it,  and  between  the  shears.  A  bar, 
parallel  to  the  shears,  and  travelling  on  a  rod,  is 
set  at  the  proper  distance  from  the  blades  by 
means  of  a  gauge,  which  gives  the  desired  length. 
The  ends  of  the  wires  are  set  flush  to  each  other, 
held  against  the  gauge  bar  and  cut  off,  the  shears 


There  is  also  a  clever  machine,  invented  by  an 
employe  of  Messrs.  H.  Milward  and  Sons,  and 
perfected  after  much  labour,  which  barbs  those 
hooks  technically  known  as  “dubs,”ie.,  those 
hooks  which  are  “  needle-pointed  ”  before  being 
barbed. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  in  the  pointing 
of  the  “  dubs  ” — which  takes  place  in  the  needle¬ 
pointing  mills — machinery  has  been  brought  into 
use.  A  steam-driven  stone,  concave  across  the 
face  and  revolving  at  a  very  high  rate  of  speed, 
points  the  wires,  which  are  carried  across  it  and 
kept  revolving,  each  one,  by  a  wheel  running 
transversely  to  the  direction  of  the  grindstone, 
and  covered  with  indiarubber.  The  object  of 
making  the  wires  revolve  all  the  time  is,  I  need 
hardly  say,  to  insure  their  being  evenly  tapered 
off  to  a  point  all  round.  I  shall  give  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  a  pointing  mill  in  my  next  chapter. 

Hooks  are  “  blued  by  being  heated  (after  they 
are  scoured)  in  a  pan  over  a  fire  for  a  short  time, 
until  they  assume  the  desired  colour.  They  are 
tinned  by  being  heated  in  an  iron  pot  with  pure 


facture  of  fish-hooks  the  wire  used  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  finest  costs  .£336  per  ton,  while  the 
hooks  themselves  sell  at  the  rate  of  £‘14,000  to  < 
£15,000  per  ton  !  ” 

I  this  week  give  illustrations  of  “  A  Hardening 
Shop  ’’  and  “  A  Scouring  Room  ”  in  a  Redditch 
fish-hook  manufactory.  The  views  were  taken  on 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  H.  Milward  and  Son,~ 
Washford  Mills.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  of  this 
firm  when  I  notice  the  specialities  of  each  estab¬ 
lishment,  as  I  propose  doing  later  on. 

I  had  intended  to  dive  into  detail  about  the 
shape  of  our  ordinary  river  fish-hooks,  but  an  all¬ 
wise  and  powerful  editorial  hand  has  stayed 
my  contemplated  interference  in  the  matter!;, 
so  I  willingly  content  myself  with  a  few  non-con- 
troversial  observations.  I  could  not  help- 
noticing  how  hooks  with  a  side  twist  predomi¬ 
nated  in  number,  from  the  very  largest  sizes- 
down  to  the  tiny  wee  ones.  I  have  always 
faucied,  and  have  year  by  year  become  more  com¬ 
pletely  convinced  that  a  hook  with  a  side  twistp 
to  it,  no  matter  what  contour  the  shape  may- 
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take,  is  far  preferable  to  the  ordinary  [flat '  oir 
Limerick  shaped  hook ;  and  now  I  find  I  am  sup- 
ported  in  this  opinion  by  the  users  of  fish-hooks  - 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  A  Kirby — or  what  I 
believe  is  a  better  known  shape,  a  sneck — bent 
hook  will  find  its  way  into  a  fish  that  a  Limerick, 
Carlisle,  or  round-bend  will  only  scratch,  more 
especially  if  you  are  pursuing  hard-mouthed  fish. 
When  fishing  for  soft  or  leathery  -  mouthed- 
fish  probably  it  does  not  matter  so  much,  although 
even  in  that  case,  I  much  prefer  the  sneck.  Now 
I  must  leave  fish-hooks  for  a  little  while,  and 
turn  to  another  important  department  —  rod¬ 
making. 

I  wonder  how  often  I  have  heard  Redditch  rods- 
spoken  of  with  a  sneer  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ?  A  stupid  prejudice  exists  against  them, 
and  I  cannot  better  prove  the  utter  hollowness  of 
this  prejudice  than  by  relating  the  following 
veracious  incident.  I  happened  to  be  in  a 
fishing  tackle  shop  in  a  prominent  provincial 
town  when  a  customer  called  who  wished  to 
j  purchase  a  rod.  The  proprietor  of  the  estab- 
;  lishment  introduced  me,  and  in  the  course  of  con¬ 
versation  the  customer  expressed  to  me  his  great 


fceing  closed  by  means  of  a  foot  pedal.  Thirty  or 
forty  wires  are  cut  at  a  time,  and 
as  soon  as  all  the  wire  in  the  coil 
is  thus  divided  up,  these  wires  are 
inserted  between  tbe  two  rings  I 
described  in  the  “  rubbing  ”  process,  and  of  which 
I  now  give  an  illustration. 

In  the  “  bearding  ”  process  perhaps  I  did  not  j 
make  the  matter  quite  so  clear  as  I  should  have 
done.  I  said,  “  a  knife  ground  hollow  is  drawn 
against  a  number  of  wires.”  This  is  a  knife  with 
along  handle,  acting  as  a  powerful  lever.  The 
end  of  the  knife-blade  is  thrust  into  a  catch,  which 
acts  as  a  fulcrum  by  which  the  workman  is  enabled 
to  exert  sufficient  force  to  make  the  cut. 

Probably  a  fuller  description  of  the  barbing 
machine  will  not  be  out  of  place.  A  coil  of  wire 
is  placed  upon  a  “drum,”  as  I  have  said,  and  then 
fed  through  a  straightening  apparatus  down  to 
the  knives.  A  holder  carries  the  wire  forward, 
and  a  knife,  travelling  forward  also,  and  fixed  at 
an  angle  to  the  wire,  follows  it,  barbs  it,  and 
slides  back  ready  for  the  next.  Two  other  knives 
meet  together  from  opposite  sides  and  clip  the 
wire  off  at  the  length  required. 


ingot  tin.  Another  process  is  by  the  aid  of  elec¬ 
tricity — much  the  same  as  electro-plating.  Japan¬ 
ning  is  an  interesting  process.  The  hooks  are 
deposited  in  a  tin  basin,  and  a  few  drops  of  liquid 
japan  poured  over  them.  Such  is  the  diffusive 
power  of  the  japan  that,  on  the  hooks  being 
briskly  tossed  and  shaken,  it  spreads  with  the 
most  perfect  regularity  over  the  entire  mass, 
giving  each  and  all  a  uniform  coating  of  black. 
The  hooks  are  afterwards  dried,  and  a  gloss  im¬ 
parted  to  them  by  warming  for  a  short  time  in  an 
oven. 

Redditch  hooks  are  used  in  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  America,  Australia,  North  Cape,  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Iceland,  Newfoundland,  St.  Pierre, 
Nova  Scotia,  Hudson’s  Bay  Territory,  Vancouver’s 
Island,  California,  Fiji  Islands,  Sandwich  Islands, 
New  Zealand,  Straits  Settlements,  India,  Zanzi¬ 
bar,  Mauritius,  Congo  States,  Gold  Coast,  Con¬ 
stantinople,  Odessa,  &c.  In  the  heavy  hooks  the 
wire  is  the  costly  item,  but  in  the  small  river 
hooks  the  labour  far  exceeds  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material.  Sir  Lowthian  Bell,  in  his  article  on 
“  The  Iron  Trade  and  Allied  Industries,”  in  “  The 
Reign  of  Queen  Victoria,”  says  :  “  In  the  manu- 
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dislike  of  Redditch  rods.  The  weapon  ho  wanted 
was  found  for  him  after  repeated  trials  and  care¬ 
ful  examination  of  those  the  proprietor  had  in 
stock,  and  of  course  it  bore  the  proprietor’s  name. 
The  customer  proclaimed  his  entire  satisfaction, 
and  departed  with  a  remark  to  the  effect  that, 
“  This  is  something  like  a  rod,  and  vastly  superior 
to  the  rubbish  made  in  and  sent  out  from 
Redditch !  ”  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  rod 
had  passed  through  the  hands  of  “  Uncle”  Perks, 
and  had  been  made  in  Redditch,  and  a  very  good 
one  it  was  too.  I  have  had  occasion  before  to 
mention  in  these  columns  that  oue  of  the  best  fly- 
rods  I  ever  handled  was  made  by  Mr.  Perks, 
Messrs.  Allcock’s  very  able  and  obliging  foreman. 
Such  firms  as  S.  Allcock  and  Co.  and  J.  Warner 
and  Sons,  turn  out  rods  that  are  equal  to  any 
obtainable  for  love  or  money,  and  simply  because 
they  have  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their 
business,  and  produce  rods  at  from  (wholesale) 
eighteen  shillings  a  gross,  it  does  not  follow  they 
cannot  supply  high-class  articles  ;  some  of  the 
rods  manufactured  in  Redditch  cost  £8  each 


of  such  great  importance  that  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  you  will.,  be  able  to  attend. — Yours 
faithfully,  C.  H.  Rtcks, ’Secretary.” 


A  NEW  AND  PLEASANT  WATERPROOF 
■  y  ^  DRESSING. 

So  many  waterproof  dressings  are  unpleasant 
to  use,  or  are  only  of  use  to  repel  water,  that  it 
may  be  useful  to  some  of  our  readers  to  know 
that  Mr.  Richardson,  fishing-tackle  maker,  11  The 
Plucky  Perch,”  Finsbury  Pavement,  has  brought 
out  a  dressing  which  is  thus  reported  on  to  us  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Mackrill,  the  well-known  Thames 
angler,  who  has  made  waterproofs  and  water¬ 
proofing  materials  a  hobby  for  years.  Mr. 
Richardson  sent  us  a  pot  of  his  dressing  ;  in 
appearance  it  looks  like  good  rich  butter,  made 
from  buttercups.  We  told  Mr.  Mackrill  we  had 
not  done  so,  but  that  there  was  no  reason,  as  far 
as  we  were  aware,  why  he  should  not  try  it  as  a 
substitute  for  butter  at  breakfast.  Here  is  his 
reply 


purpose,  a  cold  uortli-ea-st  wiud  and  Tey  showers 
alternating  pretty  frequently  with  glimpses  of 
bright  sun.  However,  tne  trout  were  in  a  better 
humour  than  I  had  expected,  and  an  hour’s  stroll, 
assisted  by  a  couple  of  Duns  and  a  March  Brown, 
soon  showed  me  that  the  “  Swash  ”  or  mixture  of 
barley-meal  and  hot  water,  which  the  distillery 
disgorges  at  pretty  regular  intervals  into  the 
stream,  has  decidedly  improved  the  quality  and 
size  of  the  fish,  and  continuous  and  punctual 
serving  up  of  hot  dinners  seems  to  have  imbued 
them  with  new  life  and  vigour,  for  the  very 
character  of  the  rise  of  the  trout  appeared  to  me 
to  be  altered  since  last  season.  Every  fish  came 
up  with  a  short,  very  sharp,  and  decided  rush, 
more  like  a  sea  trout’s  flash  at  the  fly  than  the 
ordinary  effort  of  the  brook  trout,  and  very  quick 
striking  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  success.  The 
character  of  the  trout  has  decidedly  altered,  and 
very  much  for  the  better ;  whereas  formerly  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Treweryn  were  rather  long, 
black,  and,  compared  with  other  streams  in  the 
neighbouiho  jd,  of  decidedly  inferior  quality,  both. 
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(wholesale),  and  although  I  am  no  particular 
believer  in  high-priced  goods,  one  can  but  admit 
that  the  carefully  selected  wood  or  cane,  the 
labour  bestowed  upon  it,  and  the  elaborate 
fittings  fully  warrant  the  charge  made.  When 
noticing  the  firms  separately,  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  draw  attention  to  several  of  these  special  makes. 

( To  be  continued. ) 


SMITH  VERSUS  ANDREWS. 

Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames 
Angling  Association. 

Mr.  Ricks  asks  us  to  publish  the  following 
circular,  which  he  is  sending  to  members.  We 
have  asked  him  to  let  us  know  the  result,  in  order 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  London  Committee,  if  it 
appears  advisable  to  do  so. 

“  Dear  Sir, — In  consequence  of  the  recent 
decision  as  regards  the  right  to  the  Bray  fishery, 
the  committee  have  felt  it  necessary  to  call  a 
special  general  meeting  of  this  association,  to  be 
held  at  1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead,  on  Monday, 
the  8th  day  of  June,  at  5  30  p.m.  The  question  is 


“  Dear  Marston,— The  patent  Devonshire  extra  double 
cream,  in  lieu  of  butter,  is  first-rate.  I  have  given  it  a 
good  trial.  I  have  made  my  winches  look  like  new,  and 
for  a  furniture  polish  it  is  excellent,  in  fact,  it  is  just  what 
it  is  represented  to  be,  and  it  is  a  good  waterproof  for 
leather.  I  think  it  will  be  a  good  waterproof  for  silk 
fishing  lines,  but  the  lines  would  have  to  be  occasionally 
redressed ;  but  before  you  recommend  it  as  a  substitute  for 
butter,  I  should  strongly  advise  that  you  submit  it  to  the 
iudgment  of  ‘  Turk,’  if  he  is  not  out.— Yours  very  truly, 

“  Alfred  Mackrill. 

“  Tenby  Lodge,  Kingston  Hill,  Surrey.” 

We  should  mention  that  Mr.  Richardson  claims 
as  a  great  point  in  his  waterproof  that  you  can 
dress  your  boots  with  it  and  then  black  and  polish 
them. 


Trout  and  Whisky. — Since  last  spring  the 
Welsh  Whisky  Company,  Limited,  have  erected 
their  distillery  upon  the  river  Treweryn,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  above  my  house,  and  having 
heard  varied  rumours  as  to  probable  effects  of  the 
refuse  from  that  same  factory  upon  the  denizens 
of  this  rocky  stream,  I  took  advantage  last 
Friday  week  of  a  spare  afternoon  and  a  light  trout 
rod  to  satisfy  myself  upon  the  point.  The 
weather  could  hardly  be  called  propitious  for  the 


as  regards  appearance  and  merit  for  the  table, 
now  the  fish  are  bright,  clean,  firm,  fat,  and 
square— quite  square  and  plump — like  some  lake 
trout  that  I  wot  of  in  Ireland,  and  moreover,, 
most  excellent  eating,  and  vastly  improved  in 
average  size.  The  moral  of  all  this  is  evidently, 
if  you  wish  to  improve  your  trout  fishing,  run  up 
a  distillery — a  somewhat  expensive  process,  no 
doubt,  but  evidently  successful — and  if  the  same 
improvement  continues,  this  Treweryn,  which 
did  not  formerly  bear  too  good  a  character,  will 
have  to  be  admitted  one  of  the  best  trout  streams 
in  Wales;  and  even  the  teetotallers,  who  abjure 
the  “Cambrian  Mountain  Dew,”  and  object  on 
principle,  to  the  erection  of  distilleries,  will  have 
to  confess— an  they  be  anglers — that  these  self¬ 
same  ugly  buildings  are  an  admirable  adjunct  to 
the  gentle  craft.  I  have  been  told  that  on  the 
Dee  and  Don,  and  other  rivers  in  Scotland,  where 
distilleries  do  abound,  that  the  same  improve¬ 
ment  is  noticeable  in  the  salmon,  and  should  be 
glad  to  elicit  statements  on  this  point  from  other 
of  your  angling  correspondents. — R.  J.  Lloyi> 
Price,  in  the  Field. 
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NOTES  PROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  long-looked- for  holiday  is  now  over,  and 
Lancashire  anglers  are  busy  telling  of  the  fish 
they  did  catch  and  the  fish  they  did  not  catch. 
After  all  the  preparations  made  for  the  annual 
crusade,  it  is  a  little  surprising  to  learn  that  many 
expeditions  came  to  grief,  and  of  those  perse¬ 
vered  with,  the  numbers  participating  fell  con¬ 


siderably  below  the  anticipated  number,  in  fact, 
the  turn-out  of  anglers  generally  falls  short  of  the  esti¬ 
mated  records  for  many  years  during  Whit-week.  Yet, 
when  the  state  of  the  weather  is  taken  into  account,  and 
the  great  risk  of  contracting  the  prevailing  epidemic  by 
exposure  to  the  treacherous  changes  of  temperature, 
anglers  not  accustomed  to  outdoor  employment  have  been 
undoubtedly  wise  in  for  a  time  postponing  operations.  We 
have  taken  great  pains  to  get  a  report  of  the  work  done 
during  the  holiday  time,  and  after  duly  considering  the 
information  to  hand,  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
generally  (he  sport  has  been  of  a  disappointing  character. 
Amongst  the  many  reports  there  are  some  stating  all  but 
blank  days,  others  even  worse,  and  again,  we  have  re¬ 
markably  good  ones  ;  but  these  latter  are  like  warm  days 
in  the  present  month,  very  few  and  far  between.  A  few 
specimen  fish  have  been  captured,  and  more  may  be  heard 
•of  them  after  treatment  by  the  taxidermist. 


Three  baskets  of  three,  five-and-a-half.  and  seven  brace 
all  taken  with  the  Yellow  Dun  hackle  on  different  waters, 
testify  to  the  killing  properties  of  this  fly  just  at  present. 


It  is  a  deplorable  state  of  things  to  see  the  large 
quantities  of  coarse  fish  slaughtered  during  the  existing 
close  season,  and  if  the  Fisheries  Acts  could  be 
made  more  stringent  and  to  apply  to  every  description  of 
water,  whether  private  or  not,  all  true  sportsmen  would 
hail  with  satisfaction  such  a  welcome  piece  of  legislation. 
As  the  law  now  stands  many  waters  are  extensively  fished 
and  the  very  factors  like  to  purchase  sport  in  the  future 
ruthlessly  destroyed  to  gratify  the  demands  of  prize- 
seekers  in  shady  competitions. 


The  Manchester  District  have  taken  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  and  in  their  rules  prohibit  the  weighing  in  of  any 
llsh  during  the  close  season  provided  bylaw  for  that  fish. 


The  Lancashire  representatives  of  the  General  Council 
<of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  are  reminded  that 
the  next  meeting  takes  place  at  the  North  Eastern  Station 
Hotel,  York,  on  May  30,  at  2.30.  The  business  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  is  to  consider  the  pollution  of  various  rivers,  and 
illegal  practices  on  others.  A  good  attendance  is  particu¬ 
larly  asked  for.  _ 


The  next  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Centre  Council  of 
the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  is  called  for  June  3,  at 
the  Crown  Hotel,  Booth-street,  Manchester.  The  agenda 
is  of.  an  important  nature  and  many  items  of  interest  to 
anglers  are  down  for  discussion. 


A  great  many  Lancashire  anglers  are  interesting  them¬ 
selves  in  hatching  perch  spawn  with  the  intention  of 
stocking  various  waters.  A  few  hints  on  the  best  way  to 
hatch  and  rear  the  fry  would  be  very  acceptable,  and  if 
some  of  the  readers  of  these  Notes  would  supply  the  in¬ 
formation  a  boon  would  be  conferred  on  those  interested. 


The  Manchester  District  of  the  Amalgamated  Anglers 
have  in  the  press  an  “  Anglers’  Companion  and  Guide,” 
which  will  contain  amongst  other  things  their  new  rules, 
the  rules  of  the  combined  districts,  a  list  of  the  clubs  and 
their  meeting  nights,  together  with  interesting  details  of 
fishing  resorts,  and  extracts  from  the  Fisheries  Acts.  The 
whole  is  to  be  printed  in  a  compact  form,  and  should  find 
favour  with  fishermen  generally. 


Anticipating  the  15th  of  June,  Lancashire  clubs  are 
now'  busily  engaged  in  arranging  for  their  various  matches. 
Tradesmen,  brewers,  and  others  are  receiving  polite 
attention,  and  doubtless  will  contribute  in  their  usual 
liberal  manner.  Inter-club  matches  also  promise  to  be  a 
leading  attraction  and  are  expected  to  promote  a  lot  of 
friendly  rivalry.  _ 

As  a  proof  of  the  growing  popularity  of  angling  in 
Manchester,  the  treasurer  reports  a  large  increase  in  the 
applicants  for  cards  last  year  ;  the  Association  numbered 
553,  this  year  up  to  date  the  membership  is  677.  In  1888, 
the  membership  came  rather  under  400,  thus  in  three  years 
the  society  has  increased  by  some  300  members. 


THE  CASSLEY  SALMON  FISHINGS. 

Proposed  Improvements. 

Glencassley  is  a  lone  remote  valley,  far  removed  from 
the  beaten  tracks.  With  its  charming  combination  of  hill 
and  dale,  wood  and  stream,  it  is,  in  point  of  picturesque 
beauty,  fully  up  to  average  of  highland  glens.  The  ruins 
of  cottages  here  and  there  point  to  its  former  crofting 
■community,  while  the  remains  of  numerous  circular 
Pictish  tow'ers  indicate  a  large  population  in  the  remote 
ages  of  antiquity.  One  of  these  towers— about  seven  miles 
up— is  still  in  a  state  to  show  the  enormous  thickness  of 
the  wall  which  contains  chambers  with  communicating 
passages.  At  present  there  is  no  habitual  house  to  be  seen 
from  end  to  end  of  the  valley  save  those  of  keepers  and 
shepherds,  and  shooting  lodges,  the  ground  being  entirely 
devoted  to  pasture  and  sport.  The  river  Cassley,  which 
flow's  through  it,  and  trom  which  it  derives  its  name,  rises 
on  the  shoulder  of  Ben  More  Assynt,  and,  after  a  uniform 
south-easterly  course  of  about  twenty-four  miles,  falls  into 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  below  Rosehall.  The  lower 
reaches  afford  good  sport  in  salmon  angling,  but  beyond 
the  Cassley  Fall— about  eight  miles  from  its  mouth— no 
salmon  or  grilse  have  ever  been  seen,  as  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  surmount  the  fall.  As  a  spawning  ground,  could 
fish  reach  it,  the  fourteen-mile  stretch  of  water  beyond 
the  fall  is  said  to  be  unexcelled  in  Scotland.  Various 
schemes  to  form  a  passage  for  fish  have  from  time  to  time 
been  proposed,  but  on  account  of  the  number  of  proprie¬ 
tors  interested,  nothing  definite  was  done  until  quite 
recently,  when  Captain  MacTaggart,  of  Glenrossal,  made 
simultaneous  overtures  to  them  all.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  higher  reaches  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland, 
and  most  of  the  right  bank  to  Lady  Ross,  of  Balnagown, 
while  the  estates  of  Rosehall,  Glenrossal,  and  Glencassley 


touch  upon  its  left  bank.  Captain  MacTaggart’s  proposals 
were  favourably  entertained  on  every  hand,  and,  as  a 
result,  two  waggonettes  with,  about  twenty  persons  drove 
up  the  glen  on  May  14th  with  the  view  of  examining  the 
river  in  general  and  the  falls  in  particular.  The  company 
included  Captain  and  Mrs.  MacTaggart,  of  Glenrossal, 
factors  and  head  keepers  from  other  estates,  experts  from 
Tweed,  Tay,  and  Dee  fisheries,  and  a  representative  of  the 
Press.  The  Rosehall  Fall,  over  which  fish  can  sometimes 
make  their  way,  was  first  examined.  It  was  concluded 
that  by  blowing  up  one  projecting  ledge  of  rock,  salmon 
can  at  all  times  ascend.  At  the  Cassley  Fall  the  difficulties 
are  greater  but  not  insurmountable.  Owing  to  the  flooded 
state  of  the  river,  the  conformation  of  the  subaqueous 
rocks  could  not  be  seen,  so  that  another  visit  by  experts 
must  probably  be  made  when  the  river  is  low,  before  any 
decision  is  arrived  at.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  as 
the  scheme  is  one  calculated  to  benefit  all  the  contiguous 
estates  without  injuring  any,  all  those  interested  have 
unanimously  agreed  that  access  for  fish  to  the  upper 
waters  must  be  made,  whether  by  dynamite  or  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  ladder ;  and  that  operations  should  start  as 
soon  as  possible.  Should  this  resolution  be  carried  into 
effect,  as  now  most  likely  it  will,  the  river  Cassley,  as  a 
salmon  stream,  has  undoubtedly  a  great  future  before  it. 
Captain  MacTaggart,  who  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  fish  and  fish-culture,  has  already  done  much  towards 
improving  the  trout  angling  of  the  district  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  t  housands  of  Loch  Levcn  trout  to  the  Sutherland 
waters  during  the  past  few  years.  These  experiments 
have  been  successful  beyond  expectation.  Some  of  the 
Loch  Levenites  introduced  only  two  years  ago  already 
weigh  over  lib.  in  weight.— Me.  B. 


THE  SHROPSHIRE  SEVERN  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  committee  of  this  newly  inaugurated  and  important 
body  are  earnestly  engaged  in  making  preliminary 
arrangements  for  establishing  it  on  a  thoroughly  sound 
and  practical  basis,  and  are  directing  their  main  attention 
to  the  agreement  for  use  between  them  and  the  riparian 
owners  concerned,  whereby  the  Association  will  acquire 
such  powers  as  will  enable  them  to  commence  operations. 
An  admurned  committee  meeting  was  held  at  the  Raven 
Hotel,  on  Saturday,  when  there  were  present Mr.  C.  J. 
Morris,  Mr.  L.  Burd,  Mr.  J.  Hawley  Edwards,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Thursby  Pelham,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Whitmore.  The 
question  of  rights  of  riparian  owners  was  again  discussed  ; 
the  case  of  Smith  v.  Andrews  recently  decided,  in  which 
the  rights  of  riparian  owners  on  the  Thames  was  upheld, 
being  quoted  in  confirmation  of  the  opinion  that  the  whole 
right  of  fishing  in  the  Severn  was  invested  in  the  land- 
owners  in  each  bank.  It  was  formally  decided  that  the 
institution  should  take  the  title  of  “The  Shropshire 
Angling  Association.” 

It  was  resolved,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  L.  Burd,  that 
the  Association  should  consist  of  every  riparian  owner  on 
the  river,  and  such  other  person  who  may  be  elected  in 
pursuance  of  and  who  confirms  to  the  rules  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion. 

It  was  proposed,  and  cordially  agreed  that  Lord  Bradford 
should  be  asked  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  C.  J.  Morris  being  afterwards  elected  vice- 
president. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  constitute  the 
committee  Mr.  C.  J.  Morris,  Major-Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  H. 
Herbert,  Mr.  J.  E.  Severne,  Mr.  James  Watson,  M.P.,  Mr. 
T.  Thursby  Pelham,  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster,  Mr.  L.  Burd,  Mr.  J. 
Burton,  Mr.  C.  E.  Morris,  Mr.  T.  F.  Kynnersley,  Mr.  T.  H 
Thursfield  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Lloyd. 

This  virtually  is  the  committee  provisionally  appointed, 
with  the  addition  of  several  names. 

It  was  resolved  that  Mr.  T.  S.  Ey  ton  should  be  asked  to 
become  treasurer. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  objects  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  should  be  the  preservation  and  propagation  of  trout 
and  grayling  in  the  river  Severn,  in  the  county  of  Salop; 
and  it  was  further  agreed  that  the  Association’s  work  should 
extend  to  the  whole  of  the  river  Severn,  within  the  county 
of  Salop,  with  the  exeeption  of  that  part  within  the  limits 
of  the  parliamentary  borough  of  Shrewsbury.  Finally  it 
was  resolved  that  the  Association  should  be  considered  as 
established  from  the  1st  May,  1891. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  AT  WATERVILLE, 
CO.  KERRY. 

Waterville  has  long  been  celebrated  for  the  good 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  which  it  affords,  and  though 
sport  has  deteriorated  of  late  years,  it  still  holds  its  own 
as  being  one  of  the  best  places  in  Ireland  for  salmon,  sea, 
and  brown  trout.  The  fish  do  not  run  heavy,  however,  a 
201b.  salmon  being  considered  a  monster.  The  average 
weight  of  the  Waterville  salmon  is  about  121b.  The  salmon 
taken  this  spring,  however,  were  heavier  than  usual, 
several  being  got  which  weighed  161b.,  and  two  of  181b. 
The  season  opens  on  Feb.  1,  and  closes  on  Oct.  15.  February, 
March,  and  April  are  the  best  months  for  salmon.  Trol¬ 
ling  is  principally  practised  up  to  April,  and  fly-fishing 
afterwards.  About  three  or  four  salmon  in  a  week  is 
considered  good  sport.  Peel  begin  to  arrive  towards  the 
end  of  April,  and  white  trout  about  the  same  time.  The 
latter,  however,  never  arrive  in  large  numbers  till  about 
the  middle  of  June.  From  this  time,  until  the  close  of 
the  season,  they  afford  excellent  sport.  Perhaps  the  chief 
attraction  at  Waterville  to  the  angler  is  its  white  trout 
fishing.  Mr.  Pennell,  in  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
last  autumn,  said:  “To  anyone  wanting  good  free  white 
trout  fishing— the  most  difficult  thing  in  the  world  to  get— 
I  would  advise  him  to  come  here.”  Mr.  Pennell  wrote  his 
article  from  the  Lake  Hotel,  where  he  enjoyed  five  weeks’ 
good  sport  at  white  and  brown  trout.  Brown  trout  can 
always  be  had,  but  the  largest  appear  to  be  taken  during 
the  spring  by  trolling  with  the  natural  minnow.  Waterville 
is  thirty  miles  from  Killos  Glen  Railway  Station,  where 
either  public  or  private  cars  are  available.  The  accom¬ 
modation  at  both  hotels  at  Waterville  (the  Hartopp  Arms 
and  the  Butler’s  Arms)  is  highly  spoken  of,  and  they  are 
well  patronised  during  the  season.  It  may  be  well  to  add 
here,  for  the  information  of  new  visitors  to  Waterville, 
that  the  lake  is  free,  but  that  a  licence  must  be  obtained. 
This  costs  £1,  and  can  be  obtained  at  either  of  the  hotels. 
A  boat  and  two  men  must  be  employed  by  anglers  on 
the  lake.  The  charge  is  two  guineas  per  week.  Speaking 
of  the  Waterville  fishermen,  Mr.  Pennell,  in  the  article 
quoted,  says;  “The  fishermen  are  a  respectable  and  in¬ 
telligent  set,  and  most  of  them  are  excellent  fly-tyers,”  a 
character  which  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  add  to. 
There  are  several  free  lakes  in  the  neighbourhood  of 


Waterville,  where  good  brown  fishing  can  be  had,  and  on 
Coppal  Lake  there  is  in  addition  excellent  white  trout  fish¬ 
ing  in  the  autumn.  Besides  its  attractions  to  the  angler, 
Waterville  also  affords  first-class  bathing  and  sea-fishing, 
and  many  eminent  doctors  have  recommended  it  as  a 
health  resort.  The  bay  is  wide  and  open,  and  the  general 
breeze  of  the  Atlantic  is  very  bracing  at  Waterville.  It  if 
expected  that  the  rush  of  gentlemen  coming  down  thig 
year  will  be  unusually  large,  and  it  would  be  well  if  in¬ 
tending  visitors  wrote  beforehand  to  the  proprietors  of  the. 
hotels,  in  order  that  men  and  boats  may  be  engaged. 
Several  anglers  are  yearly  disappointed  in  consequence  of 
not  doing  this.  Any  further  information  regarding  the 
fishing,  &c.,  will  bo  given  on  application  to  any  of  the 
hotels  or  to  the  undersigned.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

\  ^ .  •  •  . '  I  ’*•  rfc*1 


NEWCASTLE  EMLYN  ON  THE  TEIFY,  SOUTH 
WALES. 

A  correspondent  has  sent  us  the  following  anent  the 
sport  of  the  present  season  ; — 

Neweastle-in-Emlyn  (or  Emlyn  as  some  of  the  local 
people  call  it)  is  a  very  good  fishing  centre  for  either  sal- ; 
mon  or  trout.  The  season  for  salmon  at  this  place  has,  up 
to  the  time  of  writing,  been  almost  as  good  as  last  year,  but 
the  fish  caught  have  not  quite  reached,  either  in  number 
or  weight,  those  of  last  spring. 

The  absence  of  rain  during  February  brought  the  water 
down  to  nearly  summer  level,  but  the  heavy  showers 
towards  the  end  of  last  month  have  brought  some  nice  fish  1 
up  to  our  famous  salmon  rapids,  and  several  have  already  _ 
been  landed,  averaging  about  151b.  each.  Our  bank  mana¬ 
ger  and  Mr.  James  Davies  have,  so  far,  been  the  most  for¬ 
tunate  amongst  our  local  anglers. 

Reports  have  reached  us  of  some  very  heavy  catches  by 
the  net  fishermen,  but  notwithstanding  the  heavy  hauls  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  with  the  big  “  shot  ”  as  it  is  termed, 
and  the  various  obstacles  by  the  Coracle  men,  at  Cilgerran, 
Llechrya,  Abercych,  and  Cenarth,  fish  have  fo&nd  their 
way  up  here  in  fair  numbers.  All  efforts, _  however,  just 
now  to  entice  them  cither  with  fiy  or  bait  are  proving 
futile.  A  great  boon  has  recently  been  conferred  on  the 
salmon  and  anglers  alike,  by  the  construction  of  a  “fish 
pass  ”  at  the  side  of  the  weir. 

To  salmon  anglers  we  may  mention  that  the  flies  most  in 
favour  here  are  the  Silver  Doctor,  Blue  Doctor,  Thunder 
aud  Lightning,  Mallard  and  Yellow,  and  the  Jock  Scott. 

As  to  our  trout  fishing  it  is  remarkably  good  this  year. 
Fish  are  very  plentiful,  and  are  now  in  excelloot  rendition. 
The  favourite  flies  are  the  Green  Tail,  Sn  oky  B  ue,  and 
Coch-y-Bondu. 

In  conclusion,  intending  visitors  and  anglers  to  this 
charming  part  of  the  country  will  find, excellent  accommo¬ 
dation,  courteous  civility,  and  moderate  charges,  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  of  the  Salutation  Hotel,  as  also 
every  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood. 


Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Severn.—  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  held  an  inquiry 
at  the  Shire  Hall,  Gloucester,  on  the  23rd  inst.,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  further  information  as  to  what 
alterations  should  be  made  with  regard  to  the  close 
season  and  the  modes  of  salmon  fishing.— Mr.  Willis  Bund 
(the  chairman),  who  presided,  said  the  matter  had  been 
brought  forward  by  members  representing  the  upper  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  Severn,  several  of  whom  considered  that  the 
excessive  fishing  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Severn  greatly 
reduced  the  take  of  salmon  in  the  upper  waters,  and 
they  suggested  that  the  close  time  should  be  extended  by 
making  the  fishing  season  commence  in  April,  instead  of, 
as  at  present,  in  February.  The  feeling  of  fishermen  in 
the  upper  waters  and  at  Worcester  had  been  tested,  and 
they  wished  to  ascertain  the  views  of  those  of  the  lower 
waters.— Among  the  witnesses  examined  was  Mr.  Miller, 
of  Chepstow,  who  said  the  Wye  Fishery  Board  had  tried 
the  experiment  of  increasing  the  close  time  by  two 
months  from  1874  to  1881,  and  they  found  it  of  no  benefit 
whatever,  there  being  no  increase  of  fish,  and  the  old 
system  was  reverted  to,  only  no  late  fishing  was  allowed, 
nor  fishing  in  dead  waters,  and  the  fish  were  now  gradua- 
ally  increasing.  He  considered  the  seventy-two  weirs  in 
the  Severn  the  greatest  obstruction  the  fish  met  with  in 
their  attempts  to  ascend  the  river.  He  suggested  that  the 
night-netting  bye-law  should  be  extended  as  far  as  the 
tideway.  The  pollutions  were  a  source  of  great  destruc¬ 
tion  to  the  fish.  Salmon  would  not  face  sewage.  When 
they  met  it  they  turned  back  to  the  sea.  Some  other 
forms  of  pollution  killed  the  fish. — Mr.  E.  Ball,  of  Wollas¬ 
ton,  said  there  was  a  decrease  of  fish  in  recent  years.  If 
the  close  time  was  extended  to  February  and  March,  the 
fishermen  would  be  deprived  of  a  good  part  of  the  season. 
-Mr.  Harris,  of  Lydney,  said  most  of  the  fish  caught  in 
February  were  males.  Ten  a  week  would  be  the  most  he 
ever  got.  Only  part  of  the  channel  of  the  lower  waters 
could  be  fished,  and  fish  could  escape  up  those  parts  which 
were  not  fished.  The  pollutions  had  increased  of  recent 
years  in  the  forms  of  sewage  and  refuse  from  factories. 
He  considered  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  extend  the 
open  time  beyond  the  end  of  August.  Anglers,  by  catch¬ 
ing  for  six  weeks  after  that  with  rod  and  line,  were  ruin¬ 
ing  the  fisheries  when  they  took  fish  heavy  with  spawn. 
—Mr.  Prosser,  water  bailiff  at  Lydney,  and  Mr.  Pearce, 
water  bailiff  at  Berkeley,  said  the  fishermen  did  not  want 
to  give  up  February.— Mr.  James  Miller,  of  Newnham, 
said  the  average  number  of  hours  he  could  fish  were  not 
more  than  between  thirty  and  forty  a  week.  Thirty  flsh; 
a  tide  in  July  would  be  a  very  good  take.— Several  other 
witnesses  were  called,  and  gave  similar  evidence  to  that 
already  stated,  and  they  mostly  approved  of  the  mesh  of 
the  net  remaining  as  at  present.  Some  of  them  spoke 
strongly  of  the  poisonous  effect  of  the  tar  which  was 
often  seen  floating  on  the  water  near  Gloucester,  and  the 
fish  were  sometimes  flavoured  with  it  so  as  not  to  be  eat¬ 
able.— Mr.  Southall  and  Mr.  Danks  tried  to  elicit  from 
some  of  the  witnesses  the  number  of  fish  they  generally 
took,  but  did  not  succeed ;  and  Mr.  Southall  said  he  did 
not  think  the  Gloucester  men  were  helping  their  case  by 
keeping  back  facts.— Mr.  Cadle  (a  member)  said  he  had 
never  found  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  fishermen 
the  number  of  fish  they  took.— Further  evidence  was  given 
by  several  who  fished  up  to  the  Haw  Bridge  and  Deer- 
hurst,  but  it  was  of  the  same  character  as  that  of  the 
other  witnesses.— The  Chairman  thanked  those  who  had 
attended  and  given  evidence,  which  the  committee  would 
carefully  consider  and  submit  to  the  board. 


*«*  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZET. 


MAY  30,  1891. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

Owing  to  the  wretched  weather  that  we  have 
experienced  during  the  past  week,  anglmg  has 
been  at  a  standstill  and  altogether  out  of  the 
question,  aud  I  begin  to  think  that  there  is  some 
truth  iu  what  one  of  our  American  cousins  said 
when  he  was  asked  what  sort  of  weather  they 
had  in  England  :  his  reply  to  the  question  was 
that  the  weather  in  Euglaod  was  bad,  as  the 
(Seasons  were  divided  into  two  parts,  and  there  was  one  six 
months  winter,  and  the  other  six  months  was  wet  and  bad 
weather.  There  is  some  little  truth  in  thiis.  and  if  this 
(Shocking  weather  continues  much  longer  I  shall  have  to  be 
-on  the  side  of  our  American  cousin  and  share  his  opinion. 
Wo  here  in  and  around  the  Midland  capital  have  had 
nothing  but  wet  and  bad  weather  for  this  last  fortnight, 
with  cold  east  winds,  which  help  to  make  matters  worse  ; 
and  the  merry  month  of  May,  as  it  has  been  termed,  is  in 
its  most  frolicsome  mood,  and  the  soonerthe  present  month 
;is  out,  and  with  it,  1  hope,  the  present  bad  weather,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  angler,  the  farmer,  and  the  general 
•community  at  large.  The  recent  heavy  rains  and  the  cold 
weather  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,,  cause  a  bad  spawn¬ 
ing  time  for  the  fish  in  the  rivers,  and  by  the  opening  season 
(all  kinds  of  fish  will  be  found  more  or  less  out  of  condition. 
The  dace  and  perch  have  fared  the  best,  but  the  roach  and 
•chub  seem  to  be  very  backward.  The  bad  weather  has 
also  had  a  damaging  effect  to  the  fruit-trees.  The  orchard 
farms  of  Worcestershire  and  Warwickshire  were  but  a 
few  days  ago  a  picture  of  blossom,  and  wanted  only  the 
warmth  of  summer  gladness  and  the  hum  of  insect  life  to 
make  a  sublime  illustration  of  the  reposeful  charm  of  rural 
England.  The  snow  and  the  hail  and  the  wind  came,  and 
the  blossom  was  strewn  like  petals  plucked  by  the  wilful 
■hand  of  childhood  upon  the  short  grass  beneath.  Many  of 
the  Midland  anglers  who  saw  the  wealth  of  blossom  on  the 
•cherry  trees  at  Bewdley  and  the  blossom-embroidered 
region  of  the  Severn  Valley  will  regret  to  learn  that  all  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  recent  hailstorms  and  heavy  winds. 
It  will  take  a  week  or  two’s  warm  sunshine  to  put  things 
in  order,  which  I  hope  we  shall  have  previous  to  June  lil 
next,  so  that  the  country  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  the 
pilgrims  who  go  forth  in  search  of  sport  and  pleasure 
combined.  _ 


During  the  holiday  week  a  few  of  my  friends  went  as 
far  as  Tewkesbury,  in  search  of  a  little  sport  a.nd  also  to 
give  orders  for  a  new  punt  for  the  St.  George’s  water  at 
Bidford.  They  informed  me  on  their  return  tha,t  large 
■quantities  of  chub  had  been  taken  with  the  rod  below  the 
weir,  and  one  angler  succeeded  in  capturing  about  231b., 
the  smallest  of  which  was  a  little  over  a  pound.  This  part 
of  the  Severn  is  a  noted  place  for  chub  fishing,  but  it  is  a 
pity  the  anglers  cannot  give  the  fish  a  rest  and  wait  until 
the  opening  season.  The  fish  that  I  have  just  mentioned 
were  very  much  out  of  condition,  and  should  not  have  been 
taken.  This  is  a  matter  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
should  take  up,  and  prohibit  all  persons  from  taking  all 
kinds  of  unclean  fish  under  a  penalty.  Whilst  speaking  of 
Tewkesbury,  I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that  the 
payment  of  toll  to  pass  over  the  Mythe  Bridge  which  spans 
the  river  Severn  is  to  be  abolished.  This  will  be  good  news 
for  the  anglers,  as  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  get  atone  s 
money  when  you  are  loaded  with  tackle,  and  your  hands, 
having  been  in  contact  with  certain  kinds  of  fish,  makes  it 
not  very  pleasant  to  search  your  pockets  for  the  toll  fare. 

Mr.  A.  Goods,  the  president  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Society,  went  on  Whit  Tuesday  la,st  to  Stourport  to  have 
a  look  at  their  water,  which  consists  of  four  large  basins 
rented  from  the  Severn  Navigation  Company,  and,  on 
making  a  tour  of  inspection,  discovered  three  nets  laid  in 
one  of  the  outlets  leading  from  the  basins  to  the  river 
Severn,  which  he  immediately  took  charge  of  and  conveyed 
back  to  Birmingham  with  him.  Before  he  left  Stour¬ 
port  he  made  a  search  for  the  owners,  but  failed  to  find 
them.  The  matter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his  society,  and 
if  the  owners  of  the  nets  can  be  traced,  they  will  be  pro¬ 
secuted  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  as  the  water  is  under 
their  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  who  fish  it  take  out 
licences  for  the  same.  I  tremble  to  think  what  would  have 
been  the  consequences  if  my  friend  Goode  had  have  caught 
the  owners  of  the  nets.  It  would  have  been  very  sultry  for 
them.  _ 

A  week  or  two  ago  I  mentioned  that  some  fair-sized 
trout  had  made  their  appearance  in  the  river  Avon  at  Bid- 
ford  during  the  Whit-week.  Some  decent  fish  were  taken 
with  the  worm,  the  largest  of  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  i . 
Baylis,  of  the  St.  George’s  Club,  and  weighed  close  upon 
12oz.  It  was  not  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  two  or  three 
weeks  longer  will  make  a  difference  in  the  fish,  when  1  hope 
to  record  some  good  takes  with  the  fly. 


weighed  some  Gib.  or  81b„  but  being  in  poor  condition  and 
suffering  from  disease,  it  only  scaled  3lb.  It  is  said  to  be 
nearly  twenty  years  since  so  large  a  trout  was  taken  in 
this  lake.  _ 

Disease  would  seem  to  have~made  its  appearance  very 
generally,  and  complaints  reach  me  from  many  quarters  of 
its  prevalence.  Early  in  the  season  the  writer  took  trout 
from  the  Mint,  the  fins  and  tails  of  which  were  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  the  fungoid,  and  the  following 
letter,  cut  from  Tuesday’s  Carlisle  Jon  nal,  forwarded  me 
by  a  friend,  confirms  what  I  have  previously  stated  on 
this  matter:  “Sir, — I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be  on 
Eden,  but  on  Derwent  there  has  been  a  great  rise  of  files 
(greentails  or  grannoms,  I  think)  lately,  and  very  few  fish 
rising  at  them.  I  sat  by  the  water  side  to-day  from  twelve 
to  one  o’clock.  The  water  was  covered  with  flies,  and 
literally  not  a  fish  rose.  Many  trout  in  Derwent  have  died 
of  the  salmon  disease  this  spring,  and  I  fear  the  prospects 
of  the  angler  this  season  are  very  poor  indeed. 

In  North  Westmoreland,  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed, 
despite  the  nnpropitious  elements.  Mr.  Jackson,  fishing 
the  Eden  at  Bolton,  took  with  the  Bustard  about  a  dozen 
good  trout,  while  several  others  report  similar  or  better 
takes  on  i  he  same  river.  Among  t  he  best  of  those  1  have 
heard  of  was  a  pannier  of  over  thirty  trout  (a  nice  equal 
lot)  by  Mr.  Ileelis,  of  Appleby. 

A  cresting  to  anglers,  was  heard  by  the  magis¬ 

trates  itting  in  petty  sessions  at  Appleby,  in  which 
Henry  Form  m  was  charged  with  unlawfully  taking  the 
\  oung  of  salmon  from  the  river  Eden.  John  Teesdale,  a 
water  bailiff  in  the  employ  of  the  Eden  Board  of  Conser¬ 
vators,  stated  that  on  Monday,  May  4,  he  was  on  duty  by 
the  side  of  the  river,  when  he  saw  defendant  fishing  with 
rod  and  line  ;  he  was  wading  in  the  river.  Witness  asked 
defendant  what  sport  he  had  had,  to  which  he  replied  that 
he  had  had  very  bad  luck.  On  being  asked,  defendant 
came  out  of  the  river  and  showed  witness  his  pannier. 
There  were  five  young  salmon  in  it.  ( I  he  fish  were  pro- 
duced  in  court,  and  the  bailiff  explained  to  the  bench  the 
distinctive  marks  about  young  s  dinon,  ns  differing  from 
trout,  one  of  which  he  said  was  the  spot  on  the  gills.) 
Witness  said  there  were  also  three  trout  in  the  pannier, 
and  as  defendant  when  charged  with  the  offence  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  the  difference  between  young  salmon 
and  trout,  he  comp  ired  the  salmon  with  the  trout  to  let 
defendant  see  the  difference.  He further  stated  that  he 
had  been  employed  as  river  watcher  on  the  Eden  for  the 
hist  three  years,  and  had  known  defendant  as  an  angler 
for  that  length  of  time.  In  the  en  l,  the  bench,  i accepted 
defendant’s  statement  that  at  the  time  he  took  the  fish 
he  did  not  know  they  were  salmon,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

In  South  Westmoreland  sport  varies.  As  a  rule,  the 
rivers  are  verv  low.  The  Sprint,  has  yielded  a  few  average 
basket!  the  best  (by  Mr.  H.  Hayes)  bein;  fifteen  trout  ; 
Mr  T  B.  Wright  having  lighter  Lakes  on  one  or  two  occa¬ 
sions.  Mr.  J.  Whitehead  is  reported  to  have  had  a  pannier 
of  thirteen  trout,  weighing  Gib.,  from  the  Kent.  This, 
however,  requires  a  veritic  ition  not  yet  to  hand.  Kent 
trout  do  not,  nowadays,  average  lib.  .apiece,  and  this  is 
probably  but  a  “  fisherman’s  story.  A  large  run  of  sal¬ 
mon  was  reported  a  few  days  ago  almg  the  estuaries  of 
the  Kent  and  Bela,  and  1  hear  of  a  thirteen-pounder 
being  taken  at  Grange-over-Sands. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  tbe  Whitsuntide  blizzard  we  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  succession  of  bleak,  cheerless  days, 
none  of  which  could  be  described  as  better  than 
of  a  respectable  Marcb-like  character.  Tbe  sun 
has  certainly  shone  in  fitful  iutt  rvals,  accompauitd 
by  chilly  north-east  winds.  Rain  is  now  much 
wanted,  nearly  all  our  rivers  having  run  down  to 
a  low  ebb.  Anglers  are  making  tbe  best  of  a  bad 
job,  and  turn  out  (though  in  dimiuisbed  numbers) 
on  every  available  opportunity.  "\  isitors  are  few. 

For  this  season,  at  any  rate,  netting  continues  in  Win¬ 
dermere.  Two  of  the  Bowness  professional  fishermen  one 
day  had  hauls  of  over  1201b.  of  fish,  mostly  char.  I  saw  a 
dish  of  the  latter,  beauties  they  were,  and a 
realised  a  nice  return  to  their  captors.  ^ 

boat  in  Ulls water  Lake  last  week,  the  Messrs.  Iloin 
(father  and  son)  caught  a  trout,  the  full-length  ineasure- 
ment  of  which  was  21in.  Such  a  fish  ou0ht  to  ha  e 


A  most  welcome,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  profitable, 
change,  lias  taken  place  in  the  Trent.  The  loug^ 
continued  and  evidently  stale  state  of  tbe  river,  had 
rendered  salmon  fishing  a  most  irksome  pursuit, 
and  a  constant  succession  of  blank  days  bad  un¬ 
questionably  robbed  the  sport  of  most,  if  not  all, 
the  merit  it  possessed.  Tbe  fish  bad  really  begun 
to  treat  all  descriptions  of  bait  brought  under 

their  immediate  notice  with  the  utmost  ^?ntcmpl  and  it 

was  therefore  with  feelings  of  relief  that  anglers  on 
Saturday  sallied  forth  to  find  the  ri  ver  rapidly  swelling  from 
thp  heavv  rain  of  the  previous  day.  iNoi  ^as  tne  wet 
confined  to  Friday.  Showers  were  general  throughout 
Monday  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the  bed  of  the 
stream  was  swollen  much  beyond  its  ordinary  dimensions. 
The  rise  is  certain  to  be  attended  with  profitable  results. 
It will Inable the  fish  in  the  lo  wer  reache3  o  niake  rapid 
exit  upwards,  and  thus  replenish 

favourite  sections  as  those  connected  with  the ^Mene  at 
LTnlmo  Pierrer>ont,  Shardlow,  and  King  s  Mills,  to  saj 
nnttiino’ nf  the  extreme  higher  reaches  at  Foremark,  and 
W  l  Iton  Derby  fehermen  have,  as  a  rule,  a  decided 
reckon? for  the  narrow  strip  of  water  bordering  on  what 
..  Fitrhett’s  Hole  ”  at  the  last-named  place,  but 
'so  far  this  season  they  have  not  succeeded  ^flUn^a 

enable  them  at  length  to  [enaer^^  Severftl  extra. 

were  seen  during  the  holidays,  in 

Missmi IslPI 

Jj"dr *  had  not 

itisSsislil 

and  a  rattling  good  fish  to  boot. 

Tit frf  has  been  less  doing  amongst  the  trout  fishermen. 

vlry  few  however! have  troubled  the  tributenes  and  the 

fish  cannot  be  expected  to  rise  with  any  degree  of  fr-edom 
fish  working  more  freely  on  the  bottom.  Mr.  W.  Dape,  o. 


Nottingham,  is  said  to  have  caught  somo  whoppers  ''uth 

the  caddis  grub.  It  is  a  most  attractive  b  tit,  and  one  tnat 
frequently  accounts  for  heavy  fish. 

William  Harris  Bark,  a  collier,  was  fined  fifteen 
shillings  by  the  Notts  County  Justices, at  Nottingham,  last 
Saturday  afternoon,  for  illegally  attempting  to  take  fish 
(trout)  from  a  brook,  the  property  of  Mr.  J.  P.  C.  Musters. 
J.P.,  at  Annesley,  some  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Musters  has 
gone  to  considerable  expense  in  stocking,  not  onlv  the 
brook,  but  several  large  ponds  in  Annesley  I  ark.  He  is 
devoted  to  anglmg  and  is  not  above  granting  permission  to 
a  friend  or  neighbour.  Colliers  have  exceptional  facilities 
for  securing  charges  of  dynamite,  and  it  is  necessary,  in  alt 
colliery  districts,  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  on  the  trout  becks 
and  streams.  The  poaching  brigade  in  Nottingham  have 
christened  it  “  putty1;"  and  I  hear  they  were  experimenting 
with  it  in  the  Trent,  below  Beeston  Bend,  the  other  week. 
Would  that  the  “  putty  ”  would  blow  them  up  instead  of 
the  innocent  fish !  _ 

TnE  members  of  the  Nottingham  t\  ellington  Angling 
Society  held  their  anuual  banquet  on  Monday  evening,  m 
the  Mechanics  Institute.  Host  Sam  Bestow,  of  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  always  provides  a  sumptuous  dinner, 
but  on  this  occasion  he  certainly  excelled  all  previous 
catering  displays.  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  popular  president 
of  the  society,  took  the  chair,  and  the  tables  beamed  with 
happy  angling  faces.  Letters  of  apology  were  read  from 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  is  a  patron  of  the  society,  and 
who  hopes  some  time  before  long  to  visit  the  club,  Lord 
Man  vers.  Lord  Belper,  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
Town  Clerk  of  the  borough,  who  has  worked  hard  for  the 
club’sinterests.  Mr.  Henry  Smith  Wright,  the  Conservative 
Member  for  the  Southern  Divisi  m  of  the  town,  accepted 
an  invitation,  as  did  Mr.  T.  G  iscoigne,  J.P.,  Mr.  Councillor 
Sain  Brittle,  and  other  local  magnates.  Mr.  I.  VVarsof 
and  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  filled  the  office  of  vice-chairmen. 
The  Ne  wark  Piscatorials  were  worthily  represented  by 
Mr.  W.  T.  Openshaw,  Mr.  E.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Edgar  b. 
Shrubsole  represented  the  Fishing  Gazette.  In  all,  about 
sixty  gentlemen  partook  of  the  dainties  provided.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Wright,  M.P.,  submitted  the  toast  of  the  evening, 

“  Success  to  the  No.tingham  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
and  although  he  could  not  lay  any  special  claims  to  being 
an  angler,  he  certainly,  he  said,  a  1  mired  those  who 
practised  the  art.  He  was  afraid  his  patience  would  not 
allow  him  to  wait  a  dozen  hour.-,  for  a  bite  or  a  rise,  tor  he 
felt  he  should  require  either  the  one  or  the  other  every 
quarter  of  an  hour.  Some  irreverent  persons,  he  feared, 
spoke  of  political  anglers.  (A  laugh.)  lie  was  accused  of 
laying  baits  to  catch  voters;  some,  in  fact,  were  caught. 
Too  many  pledges,  however,  often  led  to  the  politician 
catching  himself.  (Hear,  hear.)  For  his  own  part  he  was 
reluctant  to  ground  bait  too  muc.i  in  a  political  sense.  But, 
joking  apart,  he  wished  Ih  dr  society  every  success,  and 
considered  it  was  a  great  shame  that,  the  Rivers  I  ollution 
Act  was  not  carried  out  more  strictly  than  it  was.  It 
anv  measure  was  submitted  to  Parliament,  to  secure  the 
more  stringent  enforcement  of  the  Act,  they  might  rily  on 
its  receiving  his  most  cordial  support.  He  failed  to  sec 
why  the  Trent  at  Nottingham  should  be  polluted  by  the 
sewage  from  Burton,  Derby,  and  otli  ;r  pi  ices.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  the  hon.  member  said  he  felt  that  anglmg  was  an 
art  which  helped  to  soften  mankind,  anil  to  give  innocent 
enjoyment  to  all  who  were  concerned  in  it  perhaps.  the 
fish  included.  (Applause.)  The  chairman  acknowledged 
the  compliment  in  a  felicitous  speech,  observing  that  the 
society  were  endeavouring,  by  all  legitimate  mcans.  to 
elevate  the  sport  of  angling  . to  its  proper  level  and  position. 
They  had  already  taken  action  in  the  direction  of  securing 
a  pimfication  of  the  Trent,  but  unfortunately  the  < official 
machinery  was  very  slow  in  its  application.  Ihe  pollution 
of  rivers  was  permissive  ;  the  cleansing  process  should  be 
made  imperative.  (Hear,  hear.)  he  time  of  licence  had 
fully  expired,  but  yet  they  found  such  towns  as  Derby 
pouring  their  sewage  matter  into  the  rivers  without 
restriction.  (Shame.)  Their  own  doorstepwasnotalto^ 
gether  free,  but  whereas  the  town  had  the  benefit  of  a 
sewage  farm,  Burton  had  only  half  a  one,  and  Derby  had 
none  at  all.  He  was  very  pleased  to  tell  their  friends  from 
a  distance  that  their  society  was  increasing,  and  that  those 
who  were  being  enrolled  as  members  were  of  the  right 
sort— gentlemen  amateurs  who  intended  to  pursue  the 
sport  in  a  legitimate  way.  Every  encouragement  wa>  now- 
being  given  to  ere  ite  a  fly-fishing  department  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  society,  and  already  handsome  prizes  had 
been  promised.  Their  rules  were  stringent  in  regard  to 
fish  weighed  in,  and  the  weight  recorded  vy as  abov  e  the 
a  verage  of  that  in  connection  with  any  club  in  the  d‘stnct- 
For  their  season,  which  opened  on  June  lb,  thej  had  the 
promise  of  eighteen  special  prizes  for , c°,nP?t.1V0,lv  Mjr’ 
VTnHtrenn  cravp  “The  Djnors  of  Prizes,  to  v\  nicH  Mr. 
Tomlinson  replied  ;  and  the  toast  of  “  The  V  isitors  was 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  Shrubsole.  The  proceedings  through¬ 
out  were  highly  enjoyed. 


NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Long  in  piscatorial  auuals  -will  the  month  of 
Mav  1891,  be  remembered  on  account  of  its  sin¬ 
gular  meteorological  vicissitudes.  The  character¬ 
istics  of  the  “  Merrie  Mouth,”  which,  according  to 
ancient  lore,  should  open  it,  have  but  very  feebly, 
been  asserted,  while  the  winterly  weather  aud 
biting  east  winds,  much  dreaded  by  fishermen, 
have  proved  most  tenacious  with  the  English 
climate.  It  is  many  years,  says  a  local  corre¬ 
spondent,  since  there  was  a  more  backward  season 
iu  connection  with  angling  than  the  present  has 
been,  and  with  this  opinion  I  ent  irely  agree. 
Nevertheless,  the  angler  is  too  sanguine  to  give 
way  to  despair,  and  hope  dies  hard  in  the  pisca- 

tor’s  breast.  _ 

Tiif  first  few  days  of  the  week,  since  the  despatch  of  my 
iJtNotS  were  com  para'  ively  sp  akin*  fine .and .suitable 
fir  fly-fishing,  but  unfortunately  this  state  of  tuin0s  was 


doomed  lu  ij.u  a  verj-  short  existence.  Monday  proved  a 
most  miserable  day,  and  rain  fell  incessantly,  and  save  for 
a  few  moments  at,  intervals,  practically  never  stopped 
until  Tuesday  evening1.  Bright  Phiebus  did  deign  to  put 
in  an  appearance  on  AVcdnesday  morning,  but  threatening 
clouds  hung  around,  and  ere  the  afternoon  had  elapsed, 
rain  again  fell,  and  peels  of  thunder  were  heard.  One 
gleam  of  comfort  to  be  gathered  from  an  apparently  dark 
skv  is  that,  the  streams  have  had  a  “fresh,”  which  will 
rive  most  acceptable. 


The  Ouse  attracted  a  good  number  of  anglers  on  Satur¬ 
day,  each  seemingly  eager  to  “make  up  for  lost  time.” 
Dace  fishing,  which  commenced  some  weeks  ago,  was 
carried  on'with  much  earnestness,  and  several  nice  panniers 
were  taken.  Two  local  anglers  succeeded  in  landing  a 
basket  of  eight  and  six  respectively,  while  on  the  previous 
Thursday  another  gentleman  caught  a  dozen.  The  flies 
used  were  the  Governor  and  Black  Gnat,  which  indeed 
seem  to  be  the  favourites  just  now.  The  average  weight 
cf  the  fish  I  may  mention  was  Goz.  Othi  r  nice  baskets  have 
been  obtained,  but  the  prevalence  of  cold,  east  winds  have 
proved  averse  to  angling. _ 

Tiie  notice  which  I  quoted  last  week  with  reference  to 
the  drawing  off  of  the  river  came  into  operation  on  AV’ed- 
nesday,  and  for  about  a  week  angling  will  be  practically 
susper  ded.  I  may  add  that  a  large  number  of  smolts  have 
been  noticed  in  the  river. 

The  Fulford  Club  will,  according  to  present  arrange¬ 
ments,  hold  their  first  angling  match  of  the  season  at 
Thicket  Priory,  near  York,  about  the  middle  of  nextmonth. 

Anglers  in  the  Swale  are  at  present  being  caused  much 
annoyance,  owing  to  the  lamentable  fact  that  fish-poisoning 
is  once  more  rife.  In  one  favourite  little  stream  which 
runs  into  the  Swale,  several  nice  trout  have  been  found 
poisoned,  the  mischief  having  evidently  been  done  through 
entire  maliciousness  on  the  part  of  some  person  or  persons 
u  ifortunatcly  not  so  far  discovered.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  a  similar  case  was  reported  last  year,  and  I  entirely 
agree  with  other  anglers,  that  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
should  take  steps  to  remedy  the  matter,  and  if  possible 
have  the  offender  or  offenders  brought  to  justice, 

AA’niLE  on  the  subject  of  the  Swale,  I  may  mention  that 
the  river  is  at  present  in  good  condition,  and  eminently 
suitable  for  fly-fishing,  while  trout  rise  well.  A  newspaper 
correspondent  is  responsible  for  the  following:  “Fishing 
some  ten  days  ago,  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  Darlington,  in  three 
outings  up  the  river,  caught  one  hundred  and  four  trout— 
namely,  thirty-one,  twenty-one.  and  fifty-two,  the  larger 
basket  being  taken  yesterday  (Friday)  week.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Fred  Spencer  caught  some  fifty-three.  The  flies 
used  by  the  latter  gentleman  were  Dark  Blue,  Spencer’s 
Favourite,  and  Partridge  and  Copper.”  Trout  are  reported 
to  be  in  nice  condition  now,  and  .after  the  heavy  rains  of 
last  week,  fishing  should  be  carried  on  with  both  pleasure 
and  success.  _ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Middlesborough  Park  Committee, 
held  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Alderman  Bulmer  asked  how 
many  licences  had  been  issued,  permitting  fishing  in  the 
lake  in  the  Albert  Park.  The  deputy  Town  Clerk  replied 
that  twenty-one  day  licences  at  two  shillings  each,  and 
nine  annual  licences  at  one  guinea  each,  were  the  number 
iesued;  whereupon  Mr.  Bulmer  remarked  that  for  the 
interest  of  the  followers  of  the  piscatorial  art  he  might  add 
that  one  gentleman  had,  in  the  course  of  a  week’s  angling, 
hooked  from  the  lake  seventy-five  trout,  weighing  in 
all  371b. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents  specially  compiled  for  the  F.  G.  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and  Engineers, 
76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  AV.C.,  authorised  Attorneys 
for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks:— 

7,672.— Edgar  Robert  Smith  Bartlet.  St.  Leonard’s  Cottage, 
Bcoley.  Redditch,  for  “Improvements  in  artificial  baits 
for  fishing  purposes.” 

7,910. -Charles  Davis,  of  London,  for  “Improvements  in 
artificial  bait  cases.  ’ 


The  Central  Pulborough  Competition.— The  first 
competition  committee  was  held  at  the  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.  Mr.  Medcalf  occupied  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  Kelly.  T.  Crumplen,  Atkins, 
G.  Morton,  Pailes,  AVhiston,  G.  Availing,  C.  AVatling,  W. 
Parker,  Airigoni,  Franklin,  and  Cully.  It  wa  decided 
to  hold  a  roving  match  in  the  Pulborough  fishery  on 
July  12,  that  it  be  confined  to  members  holding  privilege 
tickets  of  the  Central,  tickets  to  be  one  shilling  each. 
Books  of  ten  tickets  and  circulars  will  be  sent  to  the 
secretaries  of  the  various  clubs.  The  second  meeting  of 
the  committee  was  held  at  the  Baldfaced  Stag,  Worship- 
square,  and  many  preliminary  arrangements  were  settled. 
Members  of  the  committee  will  be  eligible  to  fish  in  the 
match,  and  ev  ery  society  interested  is  requested  to  send  a 
representative  to  the  next  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  A.  S.,  AVilliam  the  Fourth,  Canal 
Bridge,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Thursday,  June  L  The  follow¬ 
ing  preliminary  prize  list  was  announced :— Mr.  Fare- 
brother.  silver  watch ;  Mr.  Eldridge,  two  guineas ; 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  two  guineas  ;  Mr.  Nutt’ 
one  guinea  and  a  half ;  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  original  draw¬ 
ing;  Mr.  Medcalf,  mahogany  fishing  box;  Mr.  J.  Kelly 
a  prize:  half-guinea  each  from  Messrs.  H.  Patman,  AVard’ 
J.  White,  Proebl,  J.  A.  Fitch,  Mr.  C.  Roberts,  H.  Rod,  Mr’ 
I.  Atkins,  foldingchair;  Mr.  Wade,  a  prize;  a sportman’s 
knife,  Messrs.  Parkins  and  Large.  Every  information  will 
be  supplied  on  application  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  AV.  J.  AVade 
39,  Thorburn-square,  Bermondsey.— AV.  j.  Wade. 

Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.— Influenza,  Coughs,  and 
Colds  —In  diseases  of  tin?  throat  and  chest,  so  prevalent  in  our 
changeable  clinnte,  nothing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  so  certainly 
cures,  as  these  inestimable  remedies.  These  disorders  are  too  often 
neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudiciously  treated,  re¬ 
sulting  in  tither  ca«e  in  disastrous  consequences.  Wliatever’the 
condition  of  the  patient,  Holloway’s  remedies  will  restore  if 
recovery  be  possible  ;  they  will  retaid  the  alarming  symptoms  till 
the  blood  is  purified  and  nature  consummates  the  cure,  Gradually 
restoring  strength  and  vital  nervous  power.  By  persevering  in  the 
use  of  Holloway’s  preparations,  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomach 
and  frame  generally.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  bv 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health 
after  every  other  means  had  failed. 


ftcjjorts  from  Clubs 


J>°  rewest  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 

Fmni xn  (Sed?je5  ay  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
r  Gazette,  St.  J  unstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 

m?r bed  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  'or  special  meetings. 

pAn(S!e,rS!  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 

Tbi’l'l  ’ ?i  'hL:  d.ele8ates  met  at  Foresters’ 

Hall,  oil  Monday  last  the  2oth  inst.  Mr,  AV.  H.  Beckett, 

aaCl1ofent  oc(:uPied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
1 1 1,,  mi  n "? c t 1  n K  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  then 
the  minutes  of  the  general  committee  held  on  the  Ith  inst. 
"ere  read  for  the  information  of  the  delegates.  Mr. 
f  11  P  chairman  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation, 

^lo-ed  with  the  report  of  his  committee.  The  next pro- 

\lh™  rntii1!!  e  Utl0n  J0f  i.Mr'  Abrahams,  of  the 
it!  m?.nrw-en  Brothers,  ti  th3  office  of  committee  man 
0“  too  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  Bostonian  Angling  Society  resigned 
^  portion  ot  the  evening  was  devoted  to  the  enroll- 
ment  of  six  new  angling  societies,  and  the  examination 
efthmr  rules,  viz.:  The  Burton  Piscatorials,  held  at  the 
Jobe,  Derby-street,  Kings  Cross,  N.,  secretary,  C. 
K  till  n  h  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  late 
tnrf?CTT  Gollo  way -road,  Highbury,  N.,  secre- 

toiy,  II.  Stretch,  1  rince  Albert  Angling  Society,  the 
Prince  Albert,  Linco!  n-street,  How  E  secretarv  fr 
’  -tb?  Iso,r,tl?  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  103’  and 
108  Westminster  Bridge-road,  secretary,  F.  AV.  Wallis- 

™«dt0W?Hhthcri  WuLbomstovv  Liberal  Club,  Buxton- 
road,  \A  althanistow,  E.,  secretary,  A.  Shaken  •  the 
Original  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wellington 
ro;u]hSptCt’  Bercules-buildings,  AVestminster  Bridge- 
road  S.E.,  secretary,  J.  Mann.  It  was  also  resolved  that 
f  ’c  Association  apply  to  the  Lea  Conservancy  to  grant  a 
hon.  bailiffs  warrant  for  a  member  of  the  St.John’s 
Angling  Society.  The  following  visiting  officers  gave 
them  reports,  viz.:  Messrs.  Manning,  Thorling,  and  Arm 

v/  be  meeUnJ  closcd  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman.  Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meefing  of  the 
General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  J une  1,  at  8.30.-R.  Ghurney,  sec.  *  g 

Anglers  Association.— No.  l  Eastern  District. — 
W1  1  be  t0}he  Great  Eastern  Angling 
S  ’  °*slleTInn’  Leyton  road,  Stratford  New  Town,  on 
Monday  next,  June  1.  Lome  early ;  close  at  eleven  o’clock. 

Ihia#  c  received  five  shillings  from  the  Crown  and 
Buckland  for  the  Manning  Testimonial,  with  thanks.— G. 

ANNING. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Eastern  District  No  2 
Vis  tung  List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  fist 
ace  ^  ll®  Gitv  London  Angling  Society  on 
Monday,  June  1,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  the  clubs  on  the 
list  represented  to  give  Castell  a  bumper.-F.  Thorling 
Anglers  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 
List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on 
Tuesday  e\ ening  last,  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
A.h.,  Pitts  Head,  Grange-road,  S.E.,  when  a  most 
en.ioya.ble  evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  the 
following  twelve  clubs  answered  :-Anglers’  Pride,  Anchor 
and  Hope,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Clapham 
Junction,  Grange.^  North  Lambeth,  Peckham  Bros, 
Rodney  St.  Georges  I  mted  Bros.,  Original  North  Lam- 
AQ1' ivhev?eXft  '‘a11  take  place  at  the  Blackfriars 
A.S.,  VVinchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  for  date  see 
their  club  report.-G.  AV.  Armstrong,  district  officer? 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 

\e, [ k,^n W ?.  ’ A.8 ln  c  e  ?uy  last  repiart  1  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  receipt  of  ten  shillings  and  sixpence,  dona¬ 
tion  from  Mr.  Clarke,  Izaak  A\  alton  Angling  Society. _ R. 

ij lib.  rn it\ ,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Lxbndge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.-The  mem¬ 
bers  met  on  the  23th  inst.  in  full  muster,  when  the  ordering 
of  privilege  and  Benevolent  tickets  by  our  members 
Messrs.  J.  and  L  Gibbs  proposed  that  all  of  our  members 
should  take  up  the  Benevolent  tickets,  as  it  was  a  grand 
and  useful  society,  and  it  deserved  great  credit  for  thlkind 
and  sjmpathismg  manner  it  transacted  its  business.  It 
sent  the  usual  application  to  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  our  faithful 

miidW0r^Ben5jV0nt  and  privilege  tickets.  Fishing  on 
AA  hit  Monday,  Mr.  Davis,  one  of  our  members,  caught  one 
hundred  plaice  and  flounders.  Your  humble  servant  caught 
on  the  21th  inst.  fifty-three  plaice,  whiting,  flounders,  &c. 

A\  e  have  a  vast  number  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  Any 
gentleman  can  join  on  Mondays.-B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

( ' l"Ar(ma A J1  ing  nc„lety’  Crown  Distillery,  V ere  street, 
Glare  Market.  -  1  he  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 

thu  iniTw  tl  Plme  at. th,c  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  on 
,V4tn  inst-  The  office  of  chairman  was  ably  filled  by 
Mr.  I.  Crumphn,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  G.  Marriott 
After  the  usual  loj-al  toasts  had  been  honoured,  the  chair¬ 
man  proceeded  to  distribute  the  prizes,  J.  Reed  being  the 
principal  prize-winner.  The  chairman  announced  that  for 
the  coming  season  prizes  to  nearly  £20  were  offered  bv  the 
members  and  triends.  A  smoking  concert  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  the  club-house,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.— J.  Pailes,  sec.  p  ee 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  Citv  Arms 
Great  Dov er-street.  Old  Kent-road.— AVe  had  the  pleasure 
of  distributing  the  prizes  to  the  successful  members  on 
V\  ednesday  last  and  everything  was  satisfactory  to  the 
members  present.  I  am  pleased  to  state  we  have  now 
several  pounds  in  hand  or  rather  in  the  bank,  which  all 
members  and  friends  will  be  pleased  to  hear.  I  wish  to 
impress  on  members’  minds  of  joining  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent ;  hoping  they  will  send  in  their  names  at  once. 

1  might  state  I  have  more  on  the  list  than  there  has  been 
since  the  club  s  formation,  which  is  fourteen  years.  Mem- 
bers  privilege  tickets  are  ready  for  those  that  require  them. 
Messrs.  \V  ebb  and  Golfings  were  duly  elected  working 
members.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  joining  this  society! 
terms,  entrance  fee  one  shilling  and  sixpence ;  twopence 
per  week ;  hon.  members,  five  shillings,  including  railway 

privilege  ticket.- J.  Tucker,  hon.  sec?  y 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen’s- 
n?aQdii  Battersea.— The  half-yearly  meeting  for  the  election 
of  all  officers,  and  other  important  business,  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday  next,  June  2,  when  all  members  are  requested 
to  attend.  Members  requiring  the  new  card  are  requested 
to  give  in  their  names  as  early  as  possible.— Geo.  Mumeord, 
secretary. 

A?SU“S  Society, Pitt’s  Head, 
A??G?^’  A  d’  r!?-e  return  visit  of  the  societies  on  the 
Anglers  Association  List  (Southern  Division),  was  paid  to 
this  society  on  Tuesday  the  26th,  andlam’pleasedtosay  was 


a  decided  success.  Although  only  twelve  societies  were 
represented,  most  of  them  turned  up  in  strong  force, 
entirely  filling  our  club-room.  'The  chairman  Mr.  John 
tiddes,  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  B.B.A.S.  to  the 
various  societies  that  had  honoured  them  with  their  com¬ 
pany,  and  assured  them  that  they  would  not  forget  the 
complimtnt  on  the  occasion  of  any  future  visit.— A.  Conn. 
secretary. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  AVinchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— Wednesday  last 
being  the  “  Derby  ”  only  a  small  number  put  in  appearance 
at  the  club-house.  The  balance  sheet  was  read  and  passed.. 
The  supper  arranged  for  AVcdnesday  evening,  June  17,  at 
7.30,  at  headquarters  of  the  club  ;  tickets  two  shillings  and 
sixpence.  The  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association  List  will 
take  place  on  Monday  evening,  Juno  8.  Two  new 
members  were  proposed  and  two  elected.  The  election  of 
officers  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  June  3,  when 
a  full  meeting  is  requested.— G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street.,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  AV.C. — At  our  lastmecting 
it  was  decided  that  the  society  returns  to  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  I  hope  that  sccretaries- 
of  all  clubs  will  take  note  of  the  change  of  address.  Do 
not  forget  Rose  and  Crown.— J.  Small,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— A  special  general  meet 
mg  takes  place  on  AVednesday,  June  3,  for  the  revision  of 
rules  and  standard  length  of  fish,  when  the  attendance  of 
members  is  earnestly  requested.—  J.  11. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— Some  important  business  was  transacted  on  the 
20th  inst.  Balance-sheet  submitted  and  passed.  Mr. 
Roberts  was  re-elected  hon.  sec.,  and  Mr.  Biggs,  sen 
treasurer,  for  ensuing  year.  This  club  is  now  enrolled  with 
both  the  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  and- 
the  Anglers’ Association.  There  are  about  £H  given  as- 
prizes  for  the  coming  season  ;  gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
should  do  so  at  once,  so  as  to  become  eligible  to  com¬ 
pete.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.  - 

The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covcnt.  Garden  W  C 
on  Monday  next,  Juno  1,  8.30  p.m.  The  delegates  are  par¬ 
ticularly  urged  to  be  present  early ;  important  business  will 
be  brought  forward. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  Bride- 
lane,  Ludgate-circus.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  Anglers' 
Association  No.  2  Eastern  List  will  be  to  the  above  society 
on  Monday  next,  June  1,  when  we  will  be  pleased  to  wel¬ 
come  any  brother  angler  who  will  favour  us  with  their  com¬ 
pany.— Cas. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 

road,  Paddington.— Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
fishing  during  the  week,  a  fair  number  of  members  showed' 
up  on  Wednesday  night,  and  a  new  member  duly  enrolled 
Members  requiring  privilege  cards  for  1891  and  1892  season 
will  please  forward  application  to  the  secretary  not  later 
than  Wednesday,  June  3.— Ale.  Evans,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— The  next  return, 
visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Barbican  Angling- 
Society,  held  at  the  White  Bear,  St.  John-street,  Clerken 
well  (City  end),  on  June  8.  A  good  meeting  is  requested 
as  their  club-house  has  recently  changed  hands,  and  thev 
wish  to  give  their  new  landlord  a  house-warming  — F 
Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road 

—I  am  pleased  to  report  wo  had  a  very  strong  meeting  on, 

1  uesday  last,  and  it  was  decided  that  our  annual  supper 
takes  place  on  Wednesday,  June  10,  tickets  for  which  wifi 
be  ready  shortly.  All  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  kindly  forward  as  soon  as  possible.  All  members  who 
have  not  ordered  Benevolent  or  privilege  tickets  should  do 
so  as  time  is  getting  short.  The  list  will  be  sent  in  next 
week.— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society 

Middlesex  Arms,  Clcrkcnwell-green.  E.C.  —  A  smoking- 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  June  3,  1891:  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Penn;  vice-chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  E.  Fickling ;  secretary,  Mr.  AV.H.  Burvvash  inr 
Ladies  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend.  Chair  taken  at 
8.30  precisely.  An  efficient  pianist  will  be  engaged. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  2Sth,  fifty  members 
and  friends  partook  of  their  annual  dinner,  which  was 
placed  on  the  table  in  a  most  recherche  style  by  our  host 
Mr.  AV’.  Peek.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  several  toasts 
were  drank  in  a  most  enthusiastic  manner.  The  secretary 
in  response  to  his  health  stated  that  the  society  was  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition  both  in  numbers  and  finances 
in  response  to  his  solicitation,  prizes  to  the  amount  of  £9  9s 
were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  evening  wound 
up  with  some  excellent  harmony  by  Messrs.  T.  Mosedale 
the  evergreen ;  W.  Midson,  Canned,  Isaacs,  Towndrow’ 
Pocock,  Malby  Forecast,  Legge,  Wallbank,  Parram,  and 
AV.  Peek.  All  being  well  pleased  with  the  evening's 
entertainment  were  very  loth  to  leave  such  good  swims' 
On  Tuesday,  the  2nd  of  June,  our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place,  and  visitors  will  meet  with  a  cordial 
welcome.-S.  Malby,  sec. 

„  ?1arJs£eldAA?glinS  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field,  S.W.— Owing  to  serious  illness  in  the  house,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  postpone  the  date  of  the  annual  dinner 
which  was  previously  fixed  for  June  3.  Notice  of  the  date 
will  be  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Owing  to  the  incle- 
ment  state  of  the  weather  on  the  24th,  the  photograph  of 

^/1Uw1».postponeJd  unTU!  the  31sfc  in3t.,  at  eleven  o’clock, 
in  Mr.  Well  s  grounds.  I  hope  all  members  wifi  attend  on 
this  occasion.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  all  outstanding 
prizes  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  we 
have^  within  the  last  three  weeks  added  six  new  mem  here; 
to  this  society. — R.  W.  Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street.  Limehouse.— Members  please  notice  that  the  sheets 
for  privilege  and  A.  B.  S.  tickets  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary,  also  that  a  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wed 
nesday,  June  3,  to  make  alterations  in  rule  ten  in  accord- 
ance  wffh  the  recommendation  of  the  Anglers’  Associa 
tion  that  all  fish  be  measured  instead  of  weighed  — VV 
Bartlett,  hon.  sec.  ’ 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King’s  Head,  Swinton 
street,  Kings  Cross.— On  Wednesday  next  we  distribute 
°ulrnPulzes.’  ^I?en  'Ye  hope  to  see  all  members  early,  and 
?ba  l  h°  Siad  to  welcome  any  brother  anglers  and  friends 
that  can  attend. —  R.  Neall,  sec. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown 
Goswe  l-ro^^MtemarkabJy  enough  the  weather  was  fine 
and  Amherley,  on  May  17,  and  the  sun 


shone  brightly.  Thirty-one  members  of  this  clufi  along 

iHihT‘L?iUmTjeruf  th°se  connected  with  the  “Whist  club  ’ 
left  London  Bridge,  a  little  before  seven  in  the  morning 

mnad«»R-rney m  downuby  ?ail  t0  the  fortner  little  quaint 
old  fishing  village,  where  they  sat  down  to  an  exhilarating 
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I'-ioutamiu  iilUCn 

I'hc  chair  was  taken bv  Mrl3’ur'SV  s"ecds’  undsalad. 

Griffiths Highbury AS  ^mv  ^wr®nce>  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr. 
'dbou  ;  Mr  Edwards  ‘Yr»» o»u  ^harpless,  of  the  Palmer- 
others.  The  tohst  ’nfM^«ih0^S,on’  Mr’  Hanley,  and 
applause,  and  responded  to  by  Mr  GrfflithTand  'mT 
honours*3’  And  last  butfnni  ib°T  and  hostess  whh  nu,sSi 

te%Sr  ----  -  byVr! 

ISsilSlpSsS 

which  aro  fc0  bc 

street .^Kditci^-ffi  G™ wn  Inn,  Church- 

tonsil  o«ehTS.rteaa  H  ^ 

syicVi 


Monday  nex  June  1  r  ,  P‘ace  at  the  abore  club.  on 
•G.CF?^WEAV£if,rsec.en—  ^c-harmony  at’eight  p!tn?shar{t— 

SlgTSI'erTl^ 

caught  311b.  o"!siS?S“Sd  Sf  NorSfcnb  S°bfr' 

Ume,  two  belonging  to  one  member,  and  one  to  another 
%v  lnle  the  next  hsh  had  one  hook  belonging  to  each  thus 
-oeing  caught  by  both  of  them.  Mr.  J.  Tafdor  the  secretary 
lead  a  paper  on  “River  Pollution  ”  on  which  considerahfe 
discussion  ensued,  and  the  reader  proposed  •  “  That  the 
question  of  river  pollution  is  one  deeply  affecting  all classes 
of  the  community,  but  specially  affecting  tfewS 

b™  remiestedto  take T n  fhe^T-’  a?d  C?ntral  Associations 
t he  co-onerat inn  nf  n  1  I  n i &e  s u  '’•]  Pct>  and  endeavour  to  get 
mill,  t  °P®ratlon  of  all  9ther  angling  associations  and  clubs 
both  London  and  Provincial,  in  petitioning  Parliament  tn 
n  \rlQ0aramedj\  Phis  was  seconded  by  Mr.  C  S  Bentlev 
R.M.S.,  and  carried  unanimously,  and  a  cordial  vote  nt 
thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Taylor  for  his  paper  The  annual 
gene^al  meeungofthc  society  will  be  h^'next  Tuesday 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Soeiety.-The  distribution  of 
annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday  even 
mg  last  the  27th  inst.  Mr.  C.  Havwar  1  neen nieu  t ,cv''un‘ 

on  Wednesday,  June  17,  in  the  Stort,  all  competitors  to 
alight  at  Harlow,  and  flsli  from  the  to winV ^fh  — 
weight  under  8oz.  to  take  a  prize  The  members wfiTalsn 
compete  for  four  special  prices  at  Amberly  between1  Tim 
berly  Bridge  and  the  Park  Tune  9  een  Ilm' 

ditions  as  the  Wednesday  prizes.  Competitorf^or  The 
above  prizes  are  not  allowed  to  leave  London  before  li  ve 
t'!11,  ?o  £!?e  <^,jr|Tof  t-  le  competitions.  Ou  Wednesday 
June  10,  Mr.  G.  Manning  will  read  a  paper  entitled  “  The 
reason  why  anglers  are  not  successful  in  the  river  Lea.’T 

-•ajgy  hi11  h»  ^  "«S5 

■ninth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prized takes  nl^ 
hnna^ ? abov e  society.  Table  will  be  cleared  at  9.30  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  friends.  Chairman  Mr  T 
>C.  Murray,  vice  Mr.  T.  More.— W.  Watling  sec  1 
Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel  5  Oueen’s- 
•square,  and  St.  Johns-lane,  Liverpool.— We  had  a  good 
uneeting  ^  ^ee£-  Two  more  nominations  for  menfber- 
fhnPpi'^hfe  feueu •  Lord  Sefton  authorised  us  to  resume 
the  right  of  fishing  in  a  portion  of  the  Alt,  at  Hightown  on 
the  previous  conditions,  and  subject  to  our  being  resoons? 
ble  for  any  damage  to  the  grass  crops.  List  of  anflers’ fares 
on  the  Cheshire  lines.  Midland  and  Manehpsier  smimvi3 
and  Lincolnshire  Railways  was^laced  onThe Totiee Aboard’ 
The  fishing  in  our  Ivnowsley  water  not  hei  n  o-  ' 

it  was  determined  to  find  out  the  reason,  ancf  if  necessary 
expend  a  good  round  sum  in  the  purchase  of  more  niature 
for.A  must  be  made  good  fishing.  Weather  very  un 
Sable^d  inclement, and  little  or  nothing  doing  pisca' 

WooLFUr  Can  1Cn  iS  0ur  ,iext  °utrng  to  ^-R. 


■  “TifSJKf®!4  A, ”*>■»*  Association, 

season  was  held  ni  a’,  ^"cipool.  Our  first  match  this 
weather  was  very  cold  Three  7  °n  'V  hit  Monday.  The 
following  members -Mr  ■  v,fl  lzcs  were  taken  by  the 
Segar,  second  prfle  •  Mr  T  niTT"’*’,  flrst  Prize;  Mr.  T. 
Segar,  sec  P  ’  Mr.  J.  Hitchcock,  third  prize.-'l 


we  nope  to  have  a  good  rmisier  V  n  i‘  i7  u  P\1ZC8,  when 
tion  of  prizes  also  took  place  when  the  f'ypar)y  rtlstribu- 
rcceived  plated  cups  tankarda  tee  th  .%an°us  members 
gethera  very  en  joTableevenfnL^ tca-service,  &c.:  and  alto- 
secretary.  *  Ln'°3 able  evening  was  spent. -McCombeu, 


take  place  on  Thursday,  4th  of  Line  n  their7  R’lpllcr  will 
eight  sharp.  All  brother  u  halppast  seven  for 

W:nwTvnvSfePcriZCS  Wilikfndly  °bligcU  by  sending  same!— 

*>&*■  «*  Wel. 

who  formerly  belonged  to  f hi  eh , h ’he  ■  ~ 7  few  members 

the  visit  to  the  Bermondsev  td^L7  Tuesday  to  attend 
enjoyable  evenin  °  Member,  arih®IS’  and  spent  a  very 
early  on  the  'list  tnVioeirielber°  tare  requested  to  show  up 

friends'  that  ourTnnual ‘dinner  'uld'110"'^1'8 

place  on  Tuesday  rnnem9neLhnd  smoking  concert  takes 

welcome  anyone  who  will  v'TCn  we  ?!la  be  Pleased  to 

occasion.-W?  Elbourx  US  Wlth  a  visit  °n  this 

attend  the  club.-WM.  B  h  h  Promised  will 

GreiTBlLh-stnre^hSlcS°nwe]T’  The30  Sh°0,aad  Magpie. 

taking  first  gross  vveighT’Trize®  Mr°  ShT’l  Mt'‘  Affelet 
ditto,  and  Mr.  Comley.  third1  diTn  s®cond 


ThSSt  v^n^hS^n^ers;  Visiting  List.- 

tonian  Angling  Soc  ety  on  Tiioicf  to,the  Walworth  Wal- 
they  will  receive  a  bumper  Onfe  J^'lne  9’  whcn  1  ,l0Pc 
meeting  of  delegates  from^he°yl“esday  ?exr-  J*mo  2,  a 

will  be  held  at  the  Pitt’s  Henfi  n  US  S0cietlcs  on  the  list 

at  9.30  to  make  final  arrl^gTmeStTTr’T^’  }^'n^AseJ> 
competition  of  the  cornin  w.nso,? f  ,  „KLho  Tirst  friendly 
and  I  trust  every  society  Tn  t  ?! ’i^ ^.Amberley,  on  July  19. 
to  express  their  views  on  th^matteT  w.lll,,SCnd  u  deleKato 
Sundial  Angling  Societv  ;~A-  Co>'7'  hr,P-  sec. 
nexf,  June  2,  special  meeiin.^V.  Hammersmith. —  1  uesday1 
business.  The  rule  witTregnrd  m  nhngC*outinK  and  oUl°r 
strictly  enforced. -II.  R.  regaid  t0  absent  members  will  be 

Vi^xf alhcrosT-U^fifcl  a TTnd’n  Hcorp  and  Dragon. 
Mr.  A.  Fry  in  the  chair  faced  hv  Mr  Arda"Ce  on  ' hc  26th 
financial  business  had  been  onin°’  After  our 

president,  Mr.  Philip  distriin.mAfh£osed  ofv„our  worthy 
gentlemen  were  successful  dnr-TcTh  pr,zcs-  ^bc  following 
Mr.  Fry.  Mr  Smith  tliVdu.rir)g  the  season.  Mr.  Clegg- 
Mr.  T.  MrIphiiiSr*iI“yj»-  5r’  Skinner.  Mr.  Rslly,’ 
The  election  of  ofiicers  took  nhuZ p^JlclPal  Prize  winners, 
was  unanimously  elected  serroTr^ aftervvnrds.  Mr.  Clegg 
of  the  business  followed.  The  rest  of  lhTov  °  ”Sual  routin« 
in  harmony  up  to  a  late  llr  tu  cnnig  was  spent 

ALm  old  time  of  it.  -H.  C.  lmn.  s’eeh  XV  a^K°ncrs  having  a 

he  memTerfof  thoTbovfh  Society, - 


the  chairman,'  on  behalf  of  'thTTTnT  thc  distribution 
terms  presented  thc  secreturv  wifi,  Ti,  ^rs'  m  graceful 
testimonial  for  past  service5  Thr  aharKfs.?n,c  lamp  as  a 

Amberte?Contsih„darel>i'i;Sea"?  H“,”ghton.S 

posed  as  honorary  meXT-E  PytS  seo  WRS  pr°- 

ISssssslSi 

gslgsilislli 

ippss 

bTng^Tl  owTTT'L^TTr1;011’ the  ^T-er^ppoimed 

Ben  well,  secretary  ’t^e  P  O  S  dent ;  ^harles 

I President  will  be  elected,  we  hope,  at  our  next  meer 

r?  Sd".ea  hd 

ssrp 

ha^  e  a  smoking  concert. — Pelican,  ’  G  shall 


^lupo  Jiisi  1  nave  to  report 

tion  of  prizes  took  place  at  th/afio7rlha  anmial  distribu- 
21st  inst.,  Mr.  W  Smith  inTt?0  bs'  -e  S0?,1-Pty'  on  'Thursday, 
number  of  members  and  friends  present  ^thT  vVerc.a  good 
first-rate,  and  were  distrihnfW  sent/  ’  Pvlze  list  was 
cognition  thc  rest  of  mw  lnua  Planner  worthy  of  re- 
both  vocal  and  instrumentaR i harm°ny, 
not  to  forget  their  tickesfnv  pFs  10  rG/nind  member* 
Crowns  Waterfielff  Junelf-W.  M  sec  dlnDer  ^ at  Three 

King  Edwarffrefd,CSouThSlfackntv  l°n^ety’  Earl  porhy, 

of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednefdky  Tz®  M?a«h’eCti-g 
the  chair,  when  final  arronor-m^.K8,  7  ~7’  Mr.  Shears  in 

supper  and  smoking  concert  !  hTTTT0  for,thc  club 
Saturday,  June  C.  Dr  AlexanVle7tnThTeid-  as  ,ahove  on 
tickets  are  sold,  but  all'  anglers  are WTleomA^'  11  suPper 

ss.hssr;di'“”  « «*• 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

should^id,  ci  post  tcardfto  th^M  forms  envelopes 

*  ggASlSg  S£'»" 

,k  To  doTthe  tta,“fKaw^„Tho 
the  following  places  to  the  timTnf  hmtTha7mes  afc  any  of 
Bridge  given  below,  ™e  of  hlgh  water  at  London 

fSO  min.  for  Chelsea,  ^55  min>  for  gew 

Add 1 45  I;  I.’  Hamfer-  Addjso  ”  ”  fwickef 

Example  :— ’if  R^Thigh  water 2”o'cloekTTdrI1gTn‘ 

SSS&^S?  b°  high  Water  at  Tedd2in0gt°nCkatat3.2^^ 

very'much,  lnd°oSe^ dTwn-8treamaretardslterateS  th®  tide 
Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  May  30.... 
Sunday,  ,,  31.... 
Monday,  June  1... 
Tuesday,  „  2..., 

Wednesday,  ,,  3.!!' 

Thursday,  „  4 

Friday,  „  5...’ 


Morning 
..  6.27 
..  7.31 
..  8.44 
..  9.56 
..11.  3 


0.21 


Evening. 
...  6.58 
...  8.  6 
> . . .  9.22 
...  10.30 
...  11.32 


0.49 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

anglers  whose  records  of  last  year  dLpH  ih  Jh  ,  nan.,us  of 
exalted  position  have  w i th  one  e S n  T  cllLb  1,1  an 
the  reports  from  the  ri ver.  Doubtle^s  i  h  p  ,  abse"lt  in 
with  the  prevalence  of  influenza  has  "kf,f>r1,«COld  weather, 
as  to  run  no  risk  in  promoting  ft  and  they  aS.e  ^7’  S° 
blamed  for  it.  The  weather  latLlv  has1!! aVe  t0  be 
but  very  changeable,  and  with  so  htthfanTiin^7  Ten  f°Ld> 
members  of  angling  societies  have  foT,?,!  ^  on,ha,n<l  the 
much  more  genial,  especially  when  thlre  haTbeenVfeTd 
on,  ora  smoking  concert,  with  soma  linio  DeGn,  a  feed 
to  it;  but  in  another  day  the  in  o  n  t  h  o  f '  J  \  i  nG°  \  v  ffi  TnTT C  had 
a  commencement,  and  then  on  the  lntlT  aVe  mad® 

angling  season  will  have  begun  with  no  linuTTm.  genfral 
in  the  practice  of  of  their  f a vo u rite  snort  T hS  fluu  'T3 

found  v'ery  backward,  as  up  to  the  rim  A  iTTHb  bf 

have  heard  nothing  about  the  roach  and  ir  writ  mg  I 
had  made  a  start,  if  the  weather  had'been  at  afi  fVT6  ^1io7 
for  their  operations.  Still  there^ Tim ,e  found olentvofffln 
the  river,  but  scarcely  fit  to  be  taken  Th«  f 

the  season  is  taken  advantage  of  by  those  wh7  P-art, u  f 

proposed  alterations,  although  few  mSrd=  °  certain 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  as-ainsi  e  anJ  reply 

were  unanimous  £s  to"  idsrextlncLon.'Tt'hls  m  her  ft,6 
creased  than  otherwise  the  last  two  or  thrce^earTlnH  h 

we  can  only  get  the  angling  writers  in  ,  ‘  Q  i?„yoar1s’  and  lf 
against  trailing  if  there  is  any  shame  in  those  ^ l{„dcad  ,?efc 

it  they  may  be  shamed  out  of  it,  but  ittakes  aTo^fT01]10” 
shame  some  people  now  a  days  — B  kC  a  g0"‘d  dcal  to 


;co 
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Staines  -Mr.  Horton  fishing  with  John  Keene,  jun.,  has 
-Verflitlle  has  been  dor  e  in  trout  in 
SVgTO  fl"h  WK,!* £  Ha'inhh denlby  affl? 

weather*  he.ps  pleasure  folk  away,  anglers  are  hay  mg  a 
better  chance  than  usual  at  this  time  ot  the  year.  M.\ 

'’Thames ’(Windsor).— Since  my  last  a  few  trout  have 
beTn  “ught  but  under  wretched  circumstances,  the 
weather  being  most  cheerless  throughout  the  than 
Valiev  and  I  never  remember  such  piercing  cold  at  this 
\  alley,  anuine  le  for  exjsience  amongst  the 

out  with  him,  and  a  Mr.  Birkett  of  Ealing,  one  ot  oilb.  At 
Bray  weir  one  of  41b.  Coz.  has  been  had  andinthe  old 
nf  hv  a,  ecntleman  out  witii  lveeru*,  ui 
Staines  Water  in  good  order  just  now,  but  if  rain  does 
not  soon  cease  will  get  very  cloudy,  though  ultimately  it 

leading  ones  have  been  apparent,  and  1  have  not  seen  a 
SKPfsC^ewnon°f  buTfn  - 

afmo^as^any^’dii^specfmCT's  oMhi^^TisecOying  about 
r hi'1  road  side  as  li  ving  ones.  A  few  black  gnats  ha ve  made 

were  at  length  entering  upon  a  more  genial  period. 

Earle  (Dulverton).— ' The  river  in  fine  order  for  the  fly. 
Your  reporter  last  Tuesday  killed  a  pretty  basket  of  6  b., 
and  had  five  tisli  of  41b.  each.  Warmer  and  bright.  Killing 
flies— hackled  and  winged  Blue  Uprights  and  Olive  Quill. 

_ Chichester.— With  the  sun  shining  out  at  intervals  wann 
and  Peasant  the  cold  northerly  wind  with  rain  and  hail 

teaceS  tnm futon 'from  ^stream  new  Islllld,  or.  Monday, 

f  TnSTo  the  mSf  lYESm  WuTrutom  small  (W 
tn^he  water  we  should  have  better  records  of  sport.  Tbe 

hartou^  fishkig  is  yielding  good  results  from  three  to 

twelve  dozens  of  smelt  have  been  taken  at  one  tide.  and 
nmp  bass  up  to  41b.  have  been  seen.  Anglers  are  counting 
the  days  ereP a  commencement  may  be  made  a-^eag  tbe 
Tothose  who  have  never  tried  their  hand  at  smelt 

angling  Smy advice  is  to  do  so;  not  only  is  the  spot  good. 

but  the  result  is  a  toothsome  delicacy  for  the  table.- 
Gnprwattt  ^Ambergate). — The  Derwent  has  been  too 

w(,uk  are  more  favourable  than  they  ha\  e  been 
h^hX  th^  season.  Theie  are  a  quantity  of  Blue  Duns 
on  to-day  (Thursday).  Weather  warmer  and  more  settled. 

_Tlden  (Carlisle).- ‘Insult  added  to  iniury.”  Everyone  I 
m?et  congratulates  me  on  the  improved  prospects  for  anglers 
the  rain  filling  up  the  rivers  a  couple  of  feet.  Now 
Snathe  rain  is  welcome  to  farmers  and  gardeners,  it 
™x}c\  trout  fishers  did  not  want,  except  in  so  far  as  it 

1SJ-VstiJthn  Lfng  heat  As  daytime  fly-fishing  is  practically 
sUkely  to  bring  heat  f  “^e^r  and  low  water  for 

OVlr;^andtstonrfly  fishing  by  day,  and  fly  and  bustard  at 
.eeper  and  stone^ns^  fil«hy'ypuddlCi  just  the  washings  of 

night.  onlv  likely  lure  would  be  a  natural  min- 

[hneJ°ti  trout Treat  last  running  more  freely,  and  a  few 
grilse  are  showing.  I  have  heard  of  no  takes  worth  record- 

been  rSther  low  for  a  week  past,  but  with  the  rain  we  are 
havin-  will  soon  be  in  condition  again.  Flies  on  the 
water tre  MaTch  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun  towards 

afternoon  and  the  Creeper  is  also  becoming  plentiful. 

Lea  -The  late  rains  have  caused  a  really  good  flush  in 
the  i  i‘ver  ;  this  will  do  a  lot  of  good,  as  .a  flood  was  much 
w-inted  to  clear  away  the  rubbish  and  slimy  deposit  that 

had  accumulated  in  many  parts;  some  of  the  farmers  are 
had  accuumutt  riortions  of  the  marshes  have  been 

inder  water,  but  I  do  not  think  much  harm  has  been  done, 

1  |  .  A  crou  is  very  backward  this  season  ,  the  water 

fo-da?  rrhursday)  is  much  discoloured  but  will  be  in  good 
eondflion  in  two  or  three  days,  if  we  do  not  have  much 
mere  1  rain  'with  the  exception  of  pike,  perch  and  roacn 

most  kinds’  of  coarse  fish  have  got  well  over  their  spawn - 
operations  and  the  present  influx  of  fresh  water  will 
have  'a  good  effect  in  forwarding  the  operations  of  those 
that  have  not  yet  concluded  their  family  duties ;  the  flood 
X  his  been  beneficial  in  protecting  fish  from  the 
poachers  who  I  am  sorry  to  state  have,  been  lately 
vprv  busv  in  the  river  Lea;  the  suppression  of  illegal 
pettine  -sy  to  my  mind,  a  matter  of  much  more  importance 
than The  agitation  respecting  the  standard  of  fish  that 
should  be  weighed  in,  as  a  couple  of  poachers  do  more 
ba?m  in  one  night’s  work  than  half-a-dozen  anglers  in  a 
whMe  season  even  if  they  took  under-sized  fish.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  necessity  for  raising  the  standard  of 
woishable  fish,  but  do  not  think  that  prizes  for  gross 
weights  should  be  entirely  abolished.  I  think  that 
matter  will  be  better  left  to  the  angling  societies  and 
the  givCTS  of  prizes,  who  know  their  own  business  best 
During  the  past  week  there  has  not  been  any  fishing,  the 
weather  and  water  having  been  dead  against  it.  The 
Ferrv  Boat  Fishery  at  Tottenham  will  be  open  on  Monday 
nelfjune  iff  or  all  kinds  of  fishing,  barring  perch  and  jack. 
After  this  fresh  of  water,  sniggling  or  ledgering  for  eels 
will  be  found  the  best. -paying  method.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— There  has  been  some  improvement  shown 
In  Urn  weather,  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  trout  anglers  to 
mat-" -much  headway  with  their  favourite  sport,  as  with 
most  constantly  in  the  north-east,  fish  were  v  ery 


&&&&& 
Gwynne.  pinslev  (Kingsland).  —  Very 

"c  use  flBran  Ion,  Norfolk).-On  Whit  Monday  I  visited 
the  above  wtfer  on  purpose  to  reportas  to  my  promise  re- 

f  C tin^1t j1! (fu to°m y greatd^appo^ ntnmn t  angling  was 

Hoteh  I  a'so  asKea  se  some  warm  days 

the  same.  They  all  saia .as .soon  >  ”  „  down  stream 

the  time  this is  in  ,  them  The  dace  are  numerous, 

S”|3W  ft  »P 

are  very  £1C®[X.  se„  ,pth  yother  qub  ,  both  lump  weight. 

One  weighed  61b.,  and  the  otnero  Swales,  a 

a  ln^ofbeatTn^  Several  have  said  and  expressed  a 
take  a  lot  or  oeaunito*  zp  /■>  fn  qpa  them  as  well  as 

great  wish  for  the  editor  of  the  KG.  ^^aregood  eTough 
other  specimen  fish  roach,  c™Dcan  “ow  be  had 

withntL  d8acef  Time  of  writing,  wind  south,  warm,  rainy. 

-J°H*  SiV^VnrUshirel.-Thc  very  cold  and  inclement 

retarded  anglingl operations  wffl 

more  cheering  prospecte  for  the  gl  .l  gummer  level  for 

t°'Pi vrnouthf  ™Fi8SHmGT-The  unsettled  state  of  the 
S!  C;  bJK “ot  tomato  more  than  a  lew  hour.-,  and 

ikl^ 

®ttllbeingt  fishing  for  them  is  with  a  paternoster 

ot  Pjpe  lead,  and  t,o.l  hook  amllon^B  it  ooca,lonaliy 

SkeS  ila  USfa”k  or  b»S  tYat  m«  he  roaming  about  by 

SfliSSS 

SStSd M  tool  t±?y«von  AtotoS-!  f»dM& 

Issttr  &SS5  ctStoUfe.Ye^KyS 

very  plentiful  with  the  net  men.  Sa^  martins  are  eidra 
ordinarily  plentiful  on  the  streams-  You .  coutd  see  nume 
mis  flocks  of  them.  I  regret  to  say  that  tne  asn  ouus  aie 
cut  entirely*  offby  the  Host  ^ver 

s ummer,eseehig  the  various  diversions  of  nature  this  season. 

STlef  ^Barnard1  Casttek-Since  last  report  was  sent 
you  the  first  fresh-run  Salmo  valor  has  b<4enf i^°df scent 
bank  in  the  upper  portion  of  this  n  •  and  gatur- 

dishes  of  trout  have  been  obtained.  On  b  riaay  ana  oaiui 

between  High  Force  and  Cauldron  Snout  Mi.  ilooson, 
Mr.  Oyston,  and  others  are  also  having  fair  spoit. 


Tees  (Darlington). -Mr.  Calvert  on  Tuesday  succeeded 


liilisfUii 

named  Cooke,  in  its  side  w‘lsA  1 lAuf5e ^been  taken.  Some 

‘Ctoin'fhKffit  i«  now 
running  high  and  coloured  owing  to  ihe  ale  weather  has 
which  have  been  had  nearly  every  day.  .T,hev  ';v,6f yen- 
been  very  cold,  and  anting  has  been  quiet  but  few  ven 

are  all  running  coloured.  Spoit  in  tnem  qua. 
'^Trent ^Nottingham).— The  Trent  on  Wednesday  was 

dlSbof  OT»!’  Ftoh  w™ld°fi‘ow?hSflves  b»i would 

Woo  i’s  keeper,  succeeded  in  hooking  and  landing  y 
through  the  unpropitious  state  of  the  elements. 

'  Wye  &  Derwent  (Derbyshire'.— Both  riveis  are  in  a 

fisl  e.ir.en,  as  the  water  ii  nicely  discoloured,  and  nsh  are 

prohibitedlori\heiWvel1'bu?fjn0the  Iterwentfat^Iattock,^ 

gsgssg^Mss 

have  been  the  best  baits.— Dotterel.  wretched  week, 
Vore  Wharfe,  Swale,  Nidd,  «c.— A  wretenea  wee»., 
hnt  thanks  to  the  rain,  prospects  are  lmproung ,  the 
Itone  flv  is  very  much  behind  time,  but  I  uear  that  the 
Green  Drake  is  making  its  appearance  on  the  Cpsta,  and 
no  doubt  during  the  next 

be  killed  through  its  agency.  The  best  baskets  I  have  nea 
oi  Ardent  Blue  Partridge,  Yellow  Partridge,  Dark 

river  continues  in  good  order  ^  Ashing.  H. 

Lake  Vvrnwy  North  wales,  via  oswesiry;. 

After  some  halcyon  days  all  summer  and  sunshine  in  the- 
early  part  of  last  week,  we  had  a  sad  relapse  oa  Friday 
and  Saturday  going  back  to  a  blizzard,  wind,  kail, 
snow  which  made  its  mark  on  the  scoring,  though  Fnd  y 
was  a  very  fair  day.  Monday,  however,  was  much  better 

result  of°S  and^y ’s^dorm  k°tw elv e  rod^ we^he^in^^ween 

lot  something;  and  the  show  of  fish  on  the  weighing  table- 
was  pronounced  a  unique  sight  from  public  water.  Mo 
successful  flies— Black  Mallard,  Ciaret  ami  Mallard^ 

Male  March  Brown,  and  Black  Gnat,  lhursaay.  be vein 
rod)  twenty-eight  trout,  281b 

lib.  iooz.  Friday,  seven  rods,  forty  trout,  391b.  tos.^be« 

iih  ’  8nz’ •  Mr  T.  Gree,  lib.  6oz.  Saturday,  nine  rods, 
twenty  trout,'  19  b^  best  baskets,  Sir  R.  Grcen-Pnce, 
iiart  ^f our  weight,  41b.  Whit  Monday,  seventeen  rods, 
ninety  trout,  Sfiffb.  best  baskets,  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  twelve 

weight,  lUlb. ;  Sir  R.  Green-Price,  BaU.,  ten  weight  ^lK 

Mr  R  Simpson,  ten,  weight,  9jlb. ;  Mr.  W».A.  "nerwowi, 
nine  weight  711b. ;  Mr.  Robinson,  eight,  weight.  Cilb.  ,  Mr. 
Ri  Hin  ^e  seven  weight,  61b.  lOoz.  ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  W. 
Southern  ’  21b.Tkr.  l\  Gee,  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  T  Hughes,  Mr. 

. .  wird  Mr  R  Simpson,  four,  141b.  Tuesday,  nine  _rods, 
thirty  trout"  2741b  -  best  baskets,  Mr.  G.  B.  Rodway 
twelve  weight  1141b.;  Mr.  A.  L.  Chance,  four,  weight, 
4Hb  •  Mr.  Roberts,  five,  weight, 3Hb. ;  heaviestfish.Mr. 
TJntlwav  lib  14oz.,  and  two,  ljlb.  each.  Owing  to< 

several  disappointments  tb™u?b ‘p®11®  arG  n°W  a 
few  vacant  rods  in  this  water  -Long  DRiFr. 
r Unavoidably  crowded  out  last  week.  e»d.|  ,  j 

Lake  Vvrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).- We 
have  not  vet  arrived  at  good  fishing  weather,  but  in  spite 
of  the  persecution  of  the  elements  last  Thursday  we  passed 
our  second  thousand  total  on  that  day  since  opening,  being 
two  thousand  and  eleven  trout,  weight  1,8841b.  >oz.  since 
last  report  the  26th  proved  the  best  day,  sixty-seven 
trout  61  fib.  Most  successful  flies.  Black  and  Mallard, 
Grouse  and  Claret,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Cinnamon,  Male 
March  Brown,  and  Starling  and  Claret  Wednesday, 
seven  rods,  twenty-eight,  2941b.;  best  baskets,  Mr.  G.  . 
PntiirQv  «iv  filb  2oz.:  Mr.  -A..  L.  Ohstne©,  six,  61h., 
Ward,  after 'three,  p.m„  five,  61b.10oz.,heavies^iisAMr. 
Rodwav  lib.  10oz.;  Mr.  Isherwood,  lib.  9oz.  i.nursaay, 
eight  rJds,  fifty-three,  51ilb.;  best  baskets,  Mr.  G.  War  , 
fpn  iilh  9oz-  Mr.  H.  Fitzsimmons,  eleven,  1041b.;  Mr. 

Isherwood,  141b.  Fnday,  seven  rods,  thirty-fn  e,  .t-iO.  oo/., 
^homp^mniS'siK  mi\  heaviest 

ljlb.  Saturday,  eight  rods,  nineteen,  215lb„  best  nasiceis. 
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Mr.  Rodway,  three,  41b.  2oz.;  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  three, 
3ilb.;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Hod  way.  21b.  2oz.;  Mr.  Thompson, 
lib.  looz.  Monday,  seven  rods,  thirty-four,  321b.  2oz.;  best 
baskets,  Mr.  R.  F.  Miles,  eleven,  Ulb.  lloz.;  Mr.  Munro 
Edwards,  eight,  71b.;  Mr.  Swainson,  five,  4ilb.;  heaviest 
fish.  Air.  Miles,  lib.  lloz.,  lib.  8oz.,  and  two  of  lib.  6oz.; 
Mr.  Edwards,  Ulb.  and  ljlb.  Tuesday,  ten  rods,  sixty- 
seven,  61  lib.;  best  baskets,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  twelve, 
12ilb. ;  Mr.  Munro  Edwards,  thirteen,  1141b.  (these  two 
anglers  having  got  their  boat’s  limit  (twenty-five)  by 
5.30  p.m.) ;  Mr.  R.  F.  Miles,  nine.  841b.;  Mr.  R.  G.  Allen, 
eight,  71b.  ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Thompson,  lib.  13oz.  and 
lib.  101b.;  Mr.  Miles,  lib.  Ooz.  and  lib.  5oz.;  Mr.  Webster, 
lib.  6oz.;  and  Mr.  Edwards,  lib.  5oz.— Long  Drift. 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  here  is 
now  in  splendid  condition  for  fishing,  with  plenty  of  water 
and  a  nice  colour.  The  finest  fresh-run  salmon  of  this 
season,  1441b.  in  weight,  was  caught  a  few  days  ago,  and 
some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  (from 
olb.  to  741b.  per  basket)  during  the  past  week.  We  had  a 
very  severe  frost  about  a  week  ago,  which  played  sad 
havoc  with  our  garden  produce.— H. 

Towy  'Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire!.— We  have  had 
very  cold  weather  for  sometime  past,  followed  by  rain  and 
a  partial  flood,  since  which  sport  with  trout  has  been  fairly 
good,  more  especially  on  the  Dynevor  water,  where  Mr. 
Lockyer  made  the  best  basket  this  season  a  few  days 
ago.  catching  close  upon  121b.  of  remarkably  fine  trout’ 
Dr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Bishop  have  also  done  well  on  the 
same  water.  Miss  Croxen,  of  Tri^ib,  as  good  a  shot  as 
she  is  an  angler  (twelve  rabbits  without  a  miss),  lias  also 
taken  some  nice  baskets  of  trout ;  and  Mr.  David  Evans  is 
doing  well  in  the  smaller  rivers  round  about.  There  is,  we 
regret  to  say,  much  illegal  netting  going  on.  which  our  two 
or  three  river  keepers  appear  powerless  to  prevent. — H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — The  river  is  now  in  first-rate  con¬ 
dition  both  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  Two  salmon 
were  caught  in  the  Association  water  on  the  26th  by  Mr. 
R.  W.  Bigg— one  weighing  lalb.,  the  other  Ulb.,  and  one 
on  the  27th  by  Mr.  Wasley  weighing  141b.,  and  another  the 
same  date  in  the  Yspitil  water  by  Mr.  J.  Clare  weighing 
101b.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken  during  the  week 
by  Messrs.  Wm.  Davis,  II.  Clare,  J.  Clare,  and  J.  Davis. — 
J.  Clare.  ,  ^  ,  . 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  heavy  rain  of  Sunday  produced  a 
freshet  in  the  river  of  2ft.  on  Monday  morning.  There  was 
a  big  run  of  salmon,  and  the  upper  water  of  the  association 
is  well  stocked  with  salmon.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were 
excellent  days  for  th  fly,  and  a  large  number  of  salmon 
were  caught  and  hooked.  The  water  has  again  risen  to-day 
about  a  foot,  consequently  anglers  had  to  cease  fishing. 
— T. 

Scotoh  Reports. 


Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— In  addition 
to  the  eleven  salmon  caught  on  Monday,  last  week,  of 

......  .  .a  .•  >  --  T/\Ln  Al  on  O  in 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B).— 

Mr.  Mann.  Shrewsbury,  and  Mr.  Campbell.  Perth,  were 
out  on  Lochs  Boarlan  and  Urigill  respectively,  the  former 
getting  nineteen  trout,  61b. ;  and  the  latter  fifty,  14Hb.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch  Carna,  twenty-five,  91b.; 
and  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-four,  161b.  The 
following  were  out  only  for  a  few  hours,  viz. :  Mr.  Moore, 
Lonsdale,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty  trout,  741b. ;  Mr.  Peel, 
Lancaster,  on  Loch  -Cama,  eighteen,  6lb. ;  Mr. 
W.  Peel,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  seventeen,  541b. ;  Mr. 
Wylde,  Londen,  seven,  241b.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Peel, 
on  Lidmore  Stream,  twenty-one  trout.  5lb.  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Peel,  twenty -four,  61b. :  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty- 
nine,  161b.  Loch  Cama  was  fished  by  Mr.  Wilde,  who  got 
twentv-two  trout,  7Mb. ;  by  Mr.  Moore,  twenty-four,  101b. ; 
and  by  Mr.  Campbell,  eighteen,  81b.  On  Friday  on  same 
Loch.  Mr.  Peel,  thirteen  trout,  51b.;  and  Mr.  W.  Peel, 
twenty-eight,  101b.  On  Loch  Urigill,  Mr.  Wilde,  twenty- 
four,  7Mb.;  and  Mr.  Moore,  forty-three,  Ulb.  On  Loch 
Veyatie,  Mr.  Mann  and  Mr.  Campbell  together  caught 
thirty-on4  trout,  Ulb.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Wilde,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Moore,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
forty-one,  14 Jib. ;  Mr.  Mann  on  Loch  Veyatie,  nineteen, 
51b.;  and  Mr.  Campbell  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-eight,  15Mb. 
Including  Monday’s  takes,  previously  reported,  the  total 
basket  by  all  the  rods  during  the  week  was  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen  trout,  aggregating  22441b.  or  over 
2cwt.  On  Monday  last,  Loch  Urigill  was  fished  by  Mr. 
Wilde,  thirty-seven  trout,  101b. ;  by  Mr.  Peel,  forty-four 
trout,  10Mb.;  and  by  Mr.  W.  Peel,  thirtyone,  941b.  On  Loch 
Veyatie  Mr.  Mann,  eighteen,  81b.;  and  Mr.  Moore,  seven- 
teen  61b.  Mr.  Campbell  fished  Loch  Boarlan  and  got 
forty-four,  221b. ;  this  included  four  Salmo  ferox  of  5ilb., 
31b  341b.,  and  ljlb.  Total  basket  for  the  day  by  the  six 
rods,  one  hundredand  ninety-six  fish, 661b.— McB. 

Assynt  Lochs  (Lochinver,  Sutherlandshire.)—  On 
Mav  12,  Dr.  Beveridge,  Loch  Beannoch,  fifty-five  trout,  13Mb. 
May  19,  Mr.  Prankerd,  Madine  Loch,  two  trout,  61b. 
May  20,  Mr.  Prankerd,  Loch  Badenine,  one  Scilmo  ferox, 
61b ,  and  seventeen  trout,  321b. ;  Captain  Symington, 
on  Loch  Fewin,  twenty-four,  121b.,  three  of  lib. 
May  21,  on  Loch  Fewin,  Captain  Symington,  twenty 
trout,  841b.;  Mr.  Prankerd,  Loch  Assynt,  five  trout, 
21b  May  22,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Loch  Culag,  five  trout,  21b. ; 
Little  Loch  Beannoch,  Captain  Symington,  twenty-nine 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Prankerd,  Loch  Fewin,  sixteen  trout,  bjlb. 
May  23,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Culag  Loch,  five  trout,  lib.;  Mr. 
Prankerd,  Loch  Fewin,  fourteen  trout,  Lib. ;  Captain 
Symington.  Loch  Assynt,  thirteen  trout,  11b.  May  25,  Mr. 
Maxwell.  Loch  Beannoch,  sixty  trout,  10Mb.;  Mr.  Prankerd, 
Loch  Badenine.  one  Salmo  ferox,  51b. ;  thirteen  brown 
trout,  2|lb. ;  Dr.  Berridge  and  brother,  Loch  Canish, 
thirty-seven  trout,  1241b.— T.  B. 

Border  Esk.— The  news  from  the  Border  Esk  and  its 
tributary  the  Liddle,  is  not  of  a  cheering  nature.  Both 
rivers  are  running  very  low.  and  the  weather  is  bitterly, 
cold,  so  that  anglers  are  having  a  bad  time  of  it.  For  many 
years  there  has  always  been  a  fine  run  of  sea  trout  in  the 
first  week  in  May,  but  this  season  they  are  about  a  month 
behind  their  usual  time,  and  few  are  being  caught.  Two 
sea  trout  of  about  241b.  each  have  been  got  from  the 
Willowpool.  Yellow  trout  are  being  had  in  fair  quantities 
in  the  Langholm  water,  a  big  flood  is  much  wanted  to  clear 

'  *  Bread albane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).— On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Burnside  fished  Loch-na-Craig  and  got  fourteen  nice  trout; 
and  on  Thursday  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  got  the 

SaCambusn  O' May  Water.  —  The  celebrated  Cambus 
O’May  salmon  fishings  in  the  Dee,  near  Aboyng,  which 
were  rented  during  the  spring  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
have  been  fished  during  the  last  fortnight  by  Mr.  Callender, 
of  Dalkeith,  and  his  friends,  who  killed  eighty-three 
salmon  in  ten  days,  of  which  number  Mrs.  Callender 
landed  seventeen,  and  Mrs.  Blair  had  sixteen  ;  the  weights 
ranged  from  71b.  to  231b.  The  Cambus  O  May  water  has 
not  fished  so  well  for  many  years  past  as  during  the  present 
season.— W  orld. 
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Glencalvie,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Ross,  Glendibiedale,  on  Sir 
Greville  Smythe’s  rod,  had  each  a  salmon  on  the  upper 
waters.  Mr.  Young,  London,  caught  one,  of  7.41b.,  on  the 
waters  connected  with  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel ;  and 
Mr.  J.  MacKenzie,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  two  salmon, 
1051b.  and  181b.,  on  the  Craig’s  beat.  On  Wednesday,  the 
same  angler  caught  one,  weighing  1241b. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Cameron,  Fearn  Lodge,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod,  had  one,  91b., 
on  Clump  Pool ;  Dr.  Eley,  Kent,  landed  a  salmon,  9lb.,  on 
the  Hotel  water;  and  Mr.  L.  Munro,  on  Mr.  Ellam’s  rod, 
had  a  fish  on  the  Gledfield  waters.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Warner. 
London,  fished  the  Hotel  water,  and  landed  a  salmon  of 
1541b. ;  on  Saturday,  on  the  same  water,  Mr.  Young, 
London,  grassed  one  of  841b.  on  Gledfield  pool.  On  Monday 
this  week  Mr.  L.  Munro,  on  Mr.  Ellames’s  rod,  got  one 
salmon  on  the  Gledfield  water.  On  Tuesday  the  Fearn 
Lodge  keepers  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod  got  a  nine-pounder  on 
Clump  Pool ;  and  Dr.  and  Mr.  Eley,  on  the  Hotel  water, 
one  salmon,  91b.  The  sport  obtained  by  the  Braelangwell 
Lodge  anglers  since  last  report  has  been  as  follows :  On 
Tuesday  19th,  Miss  Crewdson  fished  Braelangwell  water, 
and  caught  a  salmon  of  841b.,  on  Altnaneun  Pool,  and  Mr. 
Crewdson  one  of  1241b.  on  Pool  Moral.  On  W ednesday,  Mr. 

A  Crewdson,  on  Gruinards  water,  had  one  of  841b.  on  Cuil-a- 
Ghinbhais ;  and  Miss  Crewdson,  an  eight-pounder  on 
Atnaneun.  Mr.  Crewdson.  on  Braelangwell  water,  caught 
two  81b.  and  101b.,  on  Gardener’s  Pool.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Crewdson  got  two,  941b.  and  101b„  on  Claras  Pool;  and 
Miss  Crewdson,  two,  91b.  and  181b„  on  Fall  Pool.  Mr.  A. 
Crewdson,  on  Gruinards  water,  caught  a  12lb.  salmon  on 
Pool-a-Chapnill.  On  Friday.  Mr.  Crewdson  on  same  Pool, 
had  one  of  1141b. ;  and  Mr.  Crewdson  one  of  641b.  on  Poll-a- 
Mhinn.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Miss  Crewdson,  on  Grui- 
nard’s  water,  a  ten-pounder  on  Fall  Pool.  On  Braelang¬ 
well  water,  Mr.  Crewdson  caught  two,  841b.  and  1041b.,  on 

1  Cassley'iRosehall,  N.B.).— Capt.  W.  Bell  MacTaggart. 
of  Glenrossal,  landed  two  salmon,  81b.  and  91b.  respectively, 
on  the  15th,  two,  of  101b.  and  81b.,  on  the  16th,  and  two,  of 
101b  and  151b.,  on  the  19th;  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Brock, 
Achinduich  House,  fishing  from  Post  Office  Buildings, 
Invercassley,  on  Wednesday  last,  landed  four  salmon 
weighing  respectively  141b.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  121b.,  A  number 
of  fine  salmon  have  also  been  caught  on  the  Rosehall 
waters  by  Mr.  Graham,  head-keeper  there.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Sport  although  not  rife  on  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches  has  been  better  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  weeks,  while  on  the  upper  waters  last 
week  was  the  best  week  yet  enjoyed.  The  weather  has 
improved  considerably  but  is  not  up  to  the  mark  yet. 
There  will  be  big  round  waters  all  through  June,  and  the 
prospects  for  that  month  are  of  the  best,  especially  on  the 
upper  waters.  Two  more  grilse  were  got  to  the  rod  last 
week  on  the  Dee,  and  everything  points  to  a  good  grilse 
season  being  enjoyed,  which  has  not  been  the  case  for 
many  years  back.  On  the  Braemar  section  angling  has 
again  begun  in  earnest.  On  three,— or  to  be  more  specific 
two  and-a-half— days  during  the  past  week  Sir  Algernon 
Brothwick,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  party  landed  twenty-two  fish, 
namely— five  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  eleven  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  and  six  on  Friday,  all  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b.— to  two 
rods.  General  Borthwick  being  the  second  rod.  On  the 
Fife  Arms  water  (Mrs.  MacNab’s),  Mr.  Parker,  Cambridge, 
landedone,  two,  and  one  on  different  occasions  scalingfrom 
541b  to  91b.  each,  while  the  Hon.  Lord  Burford  on  the 
Clunv  Hotel  fishings  made  some  nice  baskets  of  plump 
trout.  In  McGregor’s  Inverbauld  Arms  fishing  John  G. 
Ross,  of  Kingussie,  landed  fish,  two  on  Wednesday,  two  on 
Thursday,  and  five  on  Friday,  all  ranging  from  61b.  to  1041b. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  splended  sport  is  being  enjoyed, 
three  or  four  fish  being  got  daily  per  rod.  On  the  Ballater 
water  the  grand  run  of  luck  still  continues  and  last  week 
has  fairly  out  done  any  of  the  previous,  however,  bright 
they  may  have  been,  and  they  have  been  exceedingly  so 
this  season— which  now  bids  fair  to  beat  the  record  of  all 
previous  ones.  The  river  here  seems  literally  to  be  swarm¬ 
ing  with  fish.  On  the  Hotel  water  Mr.  W.  Copland  landed 
during  the  week  four  from  81b.  to  161b. ;  four,  81b.  to  151b. ; 
three  81b.,  101b.,  and  201b.,  respectively ;  ten  from  71b.  to 
191b  ;  six,  from  71b.  to  81b. ;  and  eleven,  from  81b.  to  161b.— 
in  ail  thrirty-eight  fish  to  his  own  rod  being  an  average  of 
sixty-three  per  day.  On  the  same  water  Captain 
Warner  had  five,  six,  and  eleven  on  three  days, 
varying  from  61b.  to  141b.  On  the  Cambus  O’May 
water  Captain  Warner  had  one  of  641b.  in  this 
water  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callander  are  enioying  extraor¬ 
dinary  sport,  Mr.  Callander  landing  during  the  week  five, 
741b.  to  1541b. ;  three,  61b..  81b..  111b. ;  three,  121b.  to  191b. ; 
five  from  91b.  to  211b.  ;  five,  lib.  to  81b.;  and  four,  51b.  to 
841b  ;  while  Mrs.  Callander  had  four,  from  o41b.  to  51b. ; 
three,  81b..  91b.,  and  101b. ;  five,  71b.  to  841b. ;  and  two,  8Ub. 
and  91b.— in  all,  fourteen  fish  to  her  own  rod  ;  while  Mr. 
Baird  had  two,  o.|lb.  and  61b.,  and  one  of  101b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Oaklev,  on  the  same  water  landed  two,  71b.  and  81b. ;  four, 
from  f'Pb.  t)  101b.  In  all,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
fish  have  been  got  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callander  and  party 
during  the  first  three  weeks  of  May— a  number  very  little 
short  of  half  the  total  of  last  year’s  fishing  altogether,  and 
a  fourth  of  the  ordinary  average  yield.  On  the  Glenmuck 
water  Mr.  John  Sturton,  jun.,  had  two  of  71b.  and  101b.,  and 
two  of  71b.  and  91b. ;  while  Mr.  J.  Sturton.  sen.,  had  one  of 
51b -two  51b.  and  541b. ;  and  two  71b  and  941b.  On  the  Monal- 
trie  water,  Messrs,  Wilson  and  Black  grassed  nine¬ 
teen  fish  during  the  week,  from  61b.  to  161b. ; 
in  the  forest  of  Glen-Tana  waters.  Sir  William  C.  Brooks, 
Bart.,  M.P.  and  party  continue,  adding  daily  from  three  to 
four  fish  per  rod  to  their  score.  V ery  good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  on  this  famous  stretch  of  the  Dee,  and  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  the  season  will  also  be  a  record  one.  On  the  Aboy  ne 
section  a  few  fish  are  now  being  met  with.  On  the  Kin¬ 
cardine  and  Banchory  sections,  fair  work  is  being  done. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  difficult 
to  tempt  whatever  the  lure  may  be.  On  the  Lower  Dess 
waters,  the  keepers  had  one  of  101b.  and  two  of  171b.  and 
151b.  respectively  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  On  the 
Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Lamond  had 
one  of  81b.,  while  Mr.  E.  Drummond  on  the  Ballogie 
section  landed  one  of  91b.,  two  of  221b.,  and  61b.— the 
former  a  perfect  beauty  of  a  spring  salmon— one  of  lOib., 
and  three  of  81b.,'  91b.  and  111b.,  along  with  a  sea- 
trout  of  31b.  on  various  days  during  the  week  while 
Admiral  Fane  had  one  of  81b.  on  the  Borrowstone  section. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  landed  a  fine 
fish  of  151b.;  while  Mr.  Wm.  Milne,  Aberdeen,  had  one  of 
91b.  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water, 
sdven  fish  were  landed  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Hay  and  party  during 
the  last  days  of  the  week,  ranging  from  91b.  to  171b.;  while 


Geo.  Brabner  had  one  of  91b.  on  the  Crathes  water  ;  and 

Mr.  Baird  a  grilse  of  341b.  on  the  Durris  water.  Trout  are 
rising  freely  on  every  available  opportunity,  and  although 
wanting  In  colour  they  are  shapely  and  in  capital  condition 
for  the  table.  The  minor  streams  have  also  been  fishing 
well.  The  favourite  salmon  flies  on  the  Dee  are  the  Logie, 
Jeannie,  Blue  Charm,  Green  Peacock,  Silver  and  Blue  on 
small  double  irons  for  mid-day  fishing,  with  a  good-sized 
Gordon  or  Whitowing  in  the  evening.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.)— With  the  exception  of  the 
middle  of  last  week  the  river  Deveron  has  been  in  fine 
flood  for  the  past  fortnight,  and  fish  are  running  freely. 
Anglers  are  beginning  to  get  better  sport,  and  several 
salmon,  of  an  average  of  91b.,  have  been  killed  by  the  rod. 
The  daily  take  of  trout  have  ranged  from  Ulb.  to  32Jb.,  of 
but  fair  quality.  The  unsettled  and  wet  weather  of 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this  week  somewhat  interfered 
with  the  water,  and  in  the  meantime  it  is  rather  discoloured 
for  successful  fishing.  A  fair  fishing  has  also  been  got 
by  the  net  fishermen.  Grilse  are  coming  on  well,  and  not 
a  few  have  fallen  to  the  nets  this  week.  They  are  remark¬ 
able  this  season  for  their  largeness,  two  having  been 
caught  lately  weighing  between  51b.  and  61b.  1  he  common 
weight  is  341b.  to  lib.  Salmon  and  grilse  arc  very  plentiful 
on  the  coast,  and  the  returns  from  all  the  stations  are 
exceedingly  favourable.  Eleven  grilse  were  taken  from 
one  of  the  stake  nets,  and  twenty-one  salmon,  and  from  all 
the  nets  the  catch  was  far  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year. 
The  salmon  especially  are  of  fine  quality,  and  not  the  least 
taint  of  disease  observable  on  them.  On  Monday  last  no 
fewer  than  six  large  boxes  were  despatched  from  the 
Deveron  and  coast  district,  and  from  the  fishings  at 
Gardenstown  the  number  was  three.  From  both  districts, 
for  the  week  ending  Wednesday,  the  total  was  twelve 
boxes,  double  the  number  of  boxes  sent  for  the  correspond¬ 
ing  week  last  season.  In  the  meantime  rain  is  falling 
heavily  in  the  Deveron  and  coast  districts,  and  for  some 
time  to  come  the  river  will  be  in  good  fishing  order.— H.  \\  . 

Forsinard  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Excellent  sport  has 
been  obtained  by  gentlemen  staying  at  this  hotel.  During 
last  week  the  Halladay  river  was  in  good  fishing  trim,  and 
Mr  Lee  and  Mr.  Hindly,  London,  killed  fourteen  salmon, 
one  a  beauty  by  the  latter  gentleman,  weighing  181b.,  on 
Craggie  Pool.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Allport  fished  Loch 
Enruar.  and  had  thirty  trout,  Ulb. ;  and  on  Tuesday  on 
Loch  Leir,  twenty -four  trout,  171b.,  which  were  m  excellent 
condition.— G.  W.  Murray.  . 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— During  the  bygone  week 
the  river  was  in  grand  angling  ply,  and  the  weather  too 
although  somewhat  cold,  was  very  favourable,  and  the 
result  was  as  might  be  expected,  an  excellent  week  s  sport. 
For  the  eight  rods  out  daily,  the  result  was  a  catch  of 
upwards  of  one  hundred  fish.  The  best  take  was  made  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Ross,  who  on  Thursday  last  landed  eight  salmon. 
The  next  best  was  made  by  the  Rev.  G.  McMilan,  on 
Friday,  when  he  landed  five  salmon.  The  first  grilse 
caught  on  the  river,  was  got  on  that  day  by  Mr.  Ross,  and 
weighed  41b.  Not  for  many  years  has  there  been  so  many 
salmon  on  the  river.  Every  pool  and  stream  is  teeming 
with  them,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  a  good  many  have  now 
reached  the  lochs.  The  fish  too  are  freely  taking  the  fly 
still,  an  unusual  circumstance  here  at  this  date.  Rain  is 
daily  falling  more  or  less,  and  the  river  will  remain  in  good 
colour  and  size  for  some  time  to  come.  As  anticipated 
the  netsmen  have  not  been  doing  much  since  the  last  spate, 
but  to-day  (Tuesday),  they  got  a  good  number  of  grilse, 
and  it  is  expected  those  will  now  come  on  in  strength. 
Trout  fishers  are  not  doing  much,  the  weather  being  too 
cold.  Very  few  finnock  has  been  got  this  season,  hut  a  run 
of  sea  trout  may  be  looked  for  in  June.— S.C. 

Kilmelford.— The  Pollockshields  Angling  Club  had  a 
very  pleasant  outing  at  Cuilfail  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 
There  were  eight  competitors  who  fished  on  three  of  the 
lochs  in  the  locality  with  the  following  result  (-Thursday, 
fish  caught  a  hundred  and  sixty-one,  weighing  31ilb.  ;  1  n- 
day,  fish  caught  eighty-two,  weighing  1541b. ;  total  for  both 
days,  two  hundred  and  forty-three  trout,  weighing  1621b. 
The  prize  takers  were  Gordon  McArthur,  Clark,  and 
Pringle  for  both  days.  Mr.  Penman,  Mr.  James  5  aughan, 
and  Mrs.  Eckersly  residing  at  Cuilfail  Hotel  are  having 
good  sport  on  its  waters.  Mr.  Penman  landed  the  largest 
trout  241b.,  caught  during  the  week.  The  weather  is  now 
more  genial  and  heavy  takes  can  be  relied  upon.  J 
McFadyen. 

Ken  (New  Galloway).— The  weather  for  some  time 
back  has  been  very  cold  with  north  and  easterly 
winds,  not  at  all  favourable  for  fishing.  On  Saturday 
there  was  an  agreeable  change,  when  T.  C.  Maitland,  Esq., 
of  Kenmore  Castle,  caught  a  nice  basket,  nine  brace,  of 
brown  trout  on  the  river  Ken,  thirty  of  them  weighing 
over  341b.  Another  gentleman,  fishing  same  water  same 
day  had  about  seven  brace  of  nice  trout.  There  are 
salmon  in  the  loch  and  river,  and  if  the  rain  continues 
long  enough,  we  shall  have  a  rise  and  a  prospect  of  a  fish 
or  two 

Kvle  of  Sutherland  (Station  Hotel.  Invershin, 

N.B  )—  A  few  anglers  have  been  trying  on  these  tidal 
waters,  but  the  sport  has  noton  the  whole  been  very  good. 
On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  Pearson,  London,  fishing  from 
Station  Hotel,  made  a  basket  of  71b.  The  net  salmon  fish¬ 
ings  have  been  doing  fairly  well.  Mr.  Anderson  s  nettings 
at  the  Scalp.  South  Bonar,  and  Rivermouth,  shots  have 
almost  maintained  the  improvement  which  took  place  m 
the  previous  week.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son’s  Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fishings,  but  on 
Messrs.  Ponerie  and  Pitcaithley  s  Skibo  fishings  at  the 
head  of  Dornoch  Firth  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off. 
Taking  all  the  above  together  it  is  estimated  that  in  the 
course  of  the  week  about  cno  too  of  salmon  had  been  con¬ 
signed  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets.-McB. 

Lairg,  N.B.— Fishing  Loch  Shin  from  Lairg  Hotel  on 
Monday  of  last  week,  Mr.  C  C.  Wilde  caught  in  a  few 
hours  sixteen  good  trout.  On  Thursday,  on  Loch  Shin,  Mr. 
Williams  and  friend  killed  eighteen  fine  trouL  heai  lest 
lib  On  Friday  the  same  anglers  fished  Loch  Beannoch, 
making  a  basket  of  twelve  trout  weighing  91b. ;  they, 
however,  lost  four  beauties  of  not  less  than  21b.  each.  On 
Monday,  Major  Lang,  Adiutant,  Sutherland  Rifles,  killed 
nine  trout,  71b.,  on  Lord  Rcfinnoch.  Lest  killing  flies* 
Hecham  Pecham  and  Zulu.  Weather  much  improved. 
-J.  Y. 


Loch  Boon  (Ayrshire.)— Capital  sport  has  been  had  on 
favourable  days.  The  loch  is  in  splendid  order,  and  with  a 
breeze  heavy  catches  are  being  had.  Messrs.  McDougal 
and  McGugan,  Glasgow,  out  from  the  Eglington  Hotel  on 
Saturday  last,  killed  seventy-eight  trout,  weighing  171b. 
The  fish  are  in  good  condition  now.  several  other  anglers 
out  in  boats  from  the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  Dalmillington, 

made  heavy  baskets.— Heatiierbell.  ,  ... 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  loch  is  now  in  splendid 
nlv  and  heavy  creels  are  tho  order  of  the  day.  On  Tues¬ 
day  the  first  genial  rain  we  have  had  for  upwards  of  six 
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weeks,  fell  continuously  from  four  a.m.  till  eleven  a.m. 
and  was  followed  by  a  flue  overcast  sky  and  a  steady 
north-east  wind.  Nineteen  boats  went  out  with  thirty- 
seven  anglers,  who  captured,  mainly  with  fly,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-four  trout,  weighing  32211b.  Eleven  of 
the  boats  wire  engaged  by  the  Stirling  Club,  who  had 
twenty-  ire  cunpetitors  forward,  Cue  first  prize  being 
awarded  Mr.  J.  E.  Mackie,  with  seventeen  trout,  121b.  5oz. 
Messrs.  J.  H.  and  M.  Ridley,  Wylan-on-Tyne,  Northumber¬ 
land,  have  been  out  four  days  and  obtained  excellent 
sport,  their  captures  being  thirty  trout,  271b.  12oz.,  thirty- 
four  trout,  291b„  forty-six  trout,  321b.,  and  on  Tuesday  had 
the  best  sport  recorded  this  season  with  fifty-five  trout, 
401b.  Mr.  Nisbet,  London,  in  two  days,  captured  forty-two 
trout.  371b.;  Mr.  Pickop,  Aberdeen,  twenty-eight  trout, 
211b.;  Mr.  Butterworth  and  Mr.  Lees,  Oldham,  out  two 
days,  landed  thirty-six  trout,  261b.;  Mr.  Gow,  Edinburgh, 
twenty -six  trout.  201b. ;  Mr.  Lister,  twenty-two  trout,  191b.; 
Mr.  Archibald,  Tilliecoultry,  twenty-one  trout,  171b.  Mr. 
Galloway,  Edinburgh,  had  a  fine  average  take  on  Friday 
of  fifteen  trout,  161b.  The  heaviest  trout  captured  during 
the  week  was  got  by  Mr.  Stenhouse,  Dunfermline,  and 
scaled  21b.  12oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale,  (Bonarbridga,  N.B.).— Although  very 
few  attempts  have  as  yet  this  season  been  made  with  the 
rod,  the  loch  appears  to  be  in  good  fishing  order,  for  on 
Saturday,  which  was  not  a  favourable  day.  Dr.  Eley, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  made  a  basket  of  seven 
nice  trout.— McB. 

Loch  Tay  and  River  Lyon  (Kenmore,  N.B.)— On  the 

Loch  Tay  on  the  Hotel  Water,  on  22nd,  Mr.  Hawkins, 
fishing  the  river  Lyon,  caught  nine  trout,  31b.,  also  had  a 
salmon  on  for  half-an-hour  on  a  trout  rod,  and  then 
unfortunately  lost  him  on  the  Loch.  On  22nd,  the  Aber- 
fcldy  Angling  Club  held  their  competition,  permission 
h  wing  been  kindly  given  by  the  Marquis  of  Brcadalbane, 
the  prize  winners  were ; — Mr.  W.  L.  Wood  (1)  nineteen 
.trout,  61K  ;  Mr.  Jo.  n  McIntosh  (2),  Mr.  Thomas  Brett  (3). 
On  the  25th,  Mr.  Mellor  caught  fifteen  trout,  541b.  Mr. 
Hawkins  caught  six  trout,  241b. ;  on  26th,  Mr.  Mellor 
caught  eleven  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins  six  trout,  241b. 
—Knight. 

Ljeh  Tummcl  Hotel  (Loch  Tummel).— Dr.  Ronaldson, 
Edinburgh  ;  and  Mr.  Gordon,  Dumbarton,  had  on  the  20th, 
in  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon,  a  good  basket  of  trout, 
heaviest_31b.  They  have  had  fair  sport  every  day  since. 
On  the  25th,  Dr.  Ronaldson  had  four  trout,  104ib.,  heaviest 
3,1b.  I  mean  to  get  a  few  of  these  big  ones  to  send  you  as 
a  specimen. — D.  Don. 

Naver  iStrathnaver,  N.B.),— So  far  as  is  known,  four 
salmon  were  caught  by  the  Syre  Lodge  anglers  during  the 
pastweek.  The  Skelpick  Lodge  anglers  had  fifteen,  nine 
of  which  were  landed  by  Mr.  Griffiths.  Trout  appear  to  be 
pretty  numerous  in  the  tidal  waters,  which  were  success¬ 
fully  fished  during  the  whole  week  by  Mr.  Stewart,  Betty - 
hill  Hotel.  On  Monday  he  made  a  basket  of  two  dozen 
beautiful  trout.— McB. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.BJ.-Notwith- 
standing  adverse  weather,  pretty  fair  baskets  of  well- 
conditioned  trout  have  been  made.  On  Monday  last 
week,  which  was  very  wet,  Colonel  Worsley,  King’s  Own 
Borderers  fished  Fiodhaig  beat  on  Loch  Shin,  and  got  a 
dozen  trout,  aggregating  9lb.  On  the  same  heat,  Surgeon- 
General  Bidie,  Roseneath,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  Wimble¬ 
don.  fishing  together,  got  nineteen  trout,  841b.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  Colonel  Worsley,  on  Loch  Griam,  made  a  basket  of 
twenty-one  trout,  931b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Anderson  and 
Surgeon-General  Bidie,  on  Loch  Merkland,  had  fifteen 
trout,  631b.  ;  Captain  Pennyman,  King's  Own  Borderers, 
two  trout,  If  lb. ;  and  Colonel  Worsley,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
nihe,  51b  On  Saturday,  Colonel  Worsley,  North  Stainley 
Hall,  Ripon,  and  Captain  Pennyman,  Ormsby  Hall,  Mid¬ 
dlesex,  fished  Mid-Shin  beat,  the  former  getting  twenty- 
eight  trout,  121b. ;  and  the  latter  seventeen,  91b.  Surgeon- 
General  Bidie  and  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Merkland,  had 
eighteen  trout,  two  of  which,  caught  by  Surgeon-Ueneral 
Bidie,  were  141b.  each,  and  the  whole,  941b.— McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B,)— The  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel 
anglers  are  still  getting  excellent  sport  on  the  lower  beats. 

On  Monday  last,  Colonel  Sir  John  Fergusson  Davie  grassed 
a  fifteen  pounder  on  Angus  Pool,  and  a  splendid  fish  of  301b. 
on  Big  Clarag.  On  Tuesday  the  same  angler  landed  a  131b. 
salmon  on  Little  Clarag,  one  of  841b.  on  Smith  Pool,  a 
nineteen-pounder  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  two  weighing 
101b.  and  171b.  on  MacPherson’s  Pool.  The  total  for  this 
rod  in  the  two  days,  was  seven  salmon,  aggregating  11541b., 
or  fully  an  average  of  151b.  each.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
Davie  caught  a  fourteen-pounder  on  Cromarty  pool,  and 
one  of  131b.  on  Big  Clarag  ;  and  Colonel,  Sir  J.  F.  Davie 
grassed  two,  141b.  and  151b.,  on  Little  Clarag,  and  one  of 
1041b.  on  Smith  Pool.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Davie  caught  a 
fine  salmon  of  211b. ;  and  Colonel  Sir  J.  F.  Davie,  one  of 
141b.  on  Blackstone  Pool.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — Thunder  showers  have  prevailed 
in  the  South  of  Scotland,  and  on  Wednesday  night  a  heavy 
rain  fell.  Still,  beyond  a  rise  of  a  few  inches  of  water  in 
the  rivers  (which  remain  as  clear  as  ever),  there  was  no 
difference  in  the  streams  on  Thursday  afternoon.  In  the 
Annan  on  Saturday  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson,  of  St.  Asaph, 
killed  a  splendid  new-run  salmon  of  191b.  Mr.  Nicholson 
was  angling  for  trout  at  the  time  when  the  salmon  rose  to 
his  fly.  The  fish  gave  him  some  grand  sport.  Mr. 
McGiverin,  postmaster,  killed  two  sea  trout,  of  21b.  and 
Rib.,  with  the  brandling  worm  as  a  lure ;  Mr.  Munro 
caught  a  sea  trout  of  Rib.  with  the  same  bait  at  Newbie 
Mill.  In  the  Cairn  of  the  Nith  Mr.  Edward  Milligan 
killed  six  trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Boyers,  nine  yellow  trout  and 
three  grayling ;  Mr.  Trotter  had  81b. ;  while  Mr.  A.  Edgar 
and  Mr.  Maxwell  Kelly  had  good  baskets.  Mr.  Duncan 
hooked  a  salmon,  but  lost  it.  In  the  Border  Esk  a  number 
of  sea  trout  have  been  caught  by  night-fishers ;  but  with 
the  '.dead  low  rivers  in  the  district  the  fishing  may  be 
described  as  at  a  standstill  for  the  present.  It  will  take 
ten  hours’  continuous  rain  to  flood  the  South  of  Scotland 
waters. -Heatherbell. 

Spey.  Good  sport  was  got  last  week,  and  the  prospects 
for  anglers  are  bright.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water  Mr 
Haslam,  London,  had  three  fish,  one  of  81b.  on  Monday  • 
one  °X  °,n  Friday,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Saturday  ;  while’ 

Mr.  Mellor,  Bolton,  the  same  water,  had  a  fish  of  1241b.  on 
Thursday.  On  the  Easter  Elchies  water  Mr.  Kelson 
London,  had  a  fish  of  71b.  on  Tuesday,  one  the  same  weight 
on  Friday,  and  a  grilse  on  Saturday.  On  the  Pitcrav 
water  had  a  grilse  of  51b.  Mr.  McCorquodale  killed  five 
fish,  weighing  641b.,  81b.,  81b„  and  161b.  On  the  Ballindal- 
lock  Castle  water,  Maior  Grant,  Rothes.,  had  a  splendid 
salmon  on  the  Aberlour  House  water.  Mr.  McKenzie  had 
two  salmon,  81b.  and  121b.,  one  grilse,  31b.,  and  two  sea 
trout,  21b.  each.  On  the  Arkenway  section,  on  tbe-21stinst 
two  salmon  were  killed,  weighing  ,71b.  and  7Mb.  ;  also  a 
number  of  sea  trout.— H.  Logie.  • 

St.  Mary’s  Loch  (Rodono  Hotel,  Selkirk).-Fishing 


is  now  improving  in  our  district.  Mrs.  Kenrick  Prescot 
has  had  some  good  takes,  last  week  she  landed  a  nice  sea 
trout,  3jib. ;  and  four  loch  trout  21b.  These  were  taken 
with  minnow.  Miss  J.  Robinson  caught  six  trout,  averag¬ 
ing  41b.  each.  The  above  fish  were  all  caught  in  St.  Mary  s 
Loch.— William  White. 

Tay  (Birnam  Hotel  Water.)— Every  day  last  week 
there  seemed  fair  promise  of  the  much  needed  rain,  but 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  slight  passing  showers  none 
tell,  so  the  river  still  remains  rather  short  of  water,  and  as 
the  glass  is  high  and  steady  at  the  time  I  write,  the  rain 
appears  to  be  as  far  off  as  ever.  Tho  greatest  drawback 
which  the  anglers  had  to  contend  with  was  the  cold  north¬ 
east  winds  which  prevailed  during  the  whole  of  the  week, 
some  good  baskets  have  been  obtained,  and  if  we  only  had 
a  change  of  wind  and  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  things  would 
be  almost  to  the  angler’s  mind.  Fishing  the  hotel  water  on 
Monday,  Messrs.  Joyce  and  Bisset,  London,  had  twelve 
fine  trout  which  scaled  a  trifle  over  81b.  Out  again  on 
I  uesday  and  only  for  an  hour,  these  same  gentlemen 
killed  fifteen  beauties.  On  Thursday  they  had  seven 
averaging  lib.  each;  and  on  Friday,  nine  lovely  fish  one 
of  which  weighed  21b.  Capital  sport  was  had  on  Saturday 
by  Mr.  Guild.  Lochgreen  House,  Birnam,  and  an  angler 
from  Edinburgh,  who  had  each  a  basket  of  fifteen  and 
thirteen  trout  respectively.  Salmon  are  plentiful,  but 
salmon  anglers  are  scarce.  The  Grey  Dun  has  proved  a 
good  killer.— M.  G. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  weather  has  considerable  improved 
and  prospects  of  sport  look  bright.  On  the  Daly  vist  water 
Mr.  Bett  has  had  three  salmon  this  week.  On  Thursday 
last  Mr.  Murdoch  had  seven  trout.  Tummel  —  Mr.  D. 
M  Naughton,  Bonskeid.  had  a  fish  of  191b.  on  Thursday 
and  on  Monday  one  of  221b.  On  tho  Faskally  water  on  the 
same  day  Mr.  R.  Malloch,  had  twenty-five  trout,  Mr. 
Muirhead,  five.  On  the  Bonskeid  water  Mr.  Burnside  had 
two  fish,  on  Monday  181b.  and  191b.,  and  on  Wednesday. 
181b.  and  Lib.  On  the  Faskally  water  Sir  George  Stephen 
killed  two  on  Monday,  171b.  and  191b.  Mr.  Scott,  keeper, 
three  1141b..  10)b„  61b.— Alder. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  &c. — There  has  been  little  or  no  im- 
Proi  ement  to  note  in  the  condition  of  the  weather  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  uncongenial  state  of  the  atmos¬ 
phere  has  again  been  much  against  the  pursuits  of  the 
anglers.  The  rivers  still  continue  low,  although  rain  fell 
very  heavily  all  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  downpour  has 
only  affected  the  rivers  to  a  very  slight  degree,  and  on 
H  ednesday  evening  the  guage  at  Kelso  Bride  had  only 
registered  a  rise  of  a  few  inches.  Notwithstanding  ail 
these  drawbacks,  a  few  salmon  have,  strange  to  say,  been 
killed  on  various  waters  on  the  Tweed,  while  a  good  many 
small  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  recorded ;  but  the 
most  of  these  have  been  got  in  these  tributaries.  However 
until  we  have  a  further  supply  of  Jupiter  Pluvius,  to  give 
a  rattling  good  flood  of  some  4ft.  or  oft,,  angling  in  general 
will  be  poor.  At  the  present  time  of  writing,  the  elements 
are  decidedly  in  favour  of  some  rain,  the  wind  being  from 
the  south-east,  with  the  barometer  rather  low,  and 
inclined  to  fall.  On  the  Matterstown  water  lately 
some,  two  or  three  fish  have  been  got.  Mr.  James  Kress, 

S pro  us  ton,  on  the  Hcndersyde  water,  had  a  91b.  fish  on 
lhursday.  In  the  Coldstream  district  of  the  Tweed  a  few 
fish  have  also  been  killed  during  the  past  ten  days.  On 
the  Rutherford  water,  on  Friday,  while  angling  for  trout. 
Captain  Key  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  81b..  the  fly  being  a 
small  Greenwell.  No  other  captures  have  been  reported 
during  the  week  ;  and  on  the  Teviot  only  one  fish  has  been 
gpt,  which  weighed  91b.,  and  was  killed  in  the  Ledburgh 
district.  A  few  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  got  in  the 
latter  river,  but  until  we  have  some  more  fresh  water  into 
the  rivers  the  Waltonian  will  have  but  poor  sport  P  S  — 
Since  writing  the  above  (Thursday  forenoon)  we  have’had 
a  very  severe  thunderstorm,  accompanied  by  heavy  down¬ 
pours  of  rain,  but  the  dry  state  of  the  ground  renders  it 
questionable  whether  it  will  have  any  effect  on  the  rivers. 
Should  the  rain  continue,  however,  we  may  have  a  flood 
to-morrow  (Friday).— Max  wheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford).-Several  rods  have  been  on 
the  water  this  week,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  by  most 
of  the  gentlemen.  Mr.  Stead  had  91bs.  on  Monday  he 
fished  the  St.  Agnes  water.  Mr.  Metcalfe  had  alwa’vs  a 
good  basket,  and  large  trout  as  well.  Fishing  from  10  a.m. 
to  1  p.m.,  Mr.  Casebourne  had  also  good  baskets.  The 
trout  are  very  much  improved  in  condition.  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  showers  of  hail  with  cold  north-east  winds.  Mon¬ 
day  much  milder,  and  to-day  (the  20th)  milder  still 
[The  above  should  have  appeared  in  our  last  week’s  issue.] 
Wishing  this  week  has  been  much  the  same.  No  extra 
large  baskets  have  been  got.  Mr.  Alexander  Ayton  of 
Edinburgh,  got  second  prize  on  Thursday ,  as  it  was  the 
competition  for  the  Mid-Lothian  Angling  Club,  he  fished 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  river,  it  was  very  windy  and 
almost  impossible  to  keep  a  fly  on  the  water.  On  Monday 
morning  the  same  gentleman  killed  before  breakfast,  close 
to  the  Cottage,  five  trout,  weighing  3Jlb.  on  the  20th  ;  Mr 
Stead,  4ilb. ;  Dr.  Morgan,  31b. ;  Mr.  Adams,  331b.  Many  of 
the  trout  that  day  were  over  41b.  and  two  weighed  lib.  On 
the  21st,  Mr.  Osbaldeston,  of  Walsall,  had  541b.  ;  Mr 
Casebourne,  441b.  ;  Mr.  Ayton,  71b.  The  rain  has  come  at 
last,  but  it  will  take  many  more  heavy  rains  to  make  the 
river  up  to  its  usual  size.  It  is  very  low,  but  I  think  the  best 
of  the  fishing  is  to  come  yet,  as  very  few  trout  have  been 
taken,  owing  to  the  cold  spring,— R.  J.  Fenton. 


.  m„°!\n.tain  Peaks  are  covered  with  snow.  While 

'h‘s ®  of  tllln£s  continues  no  good  sport  can  be  had. 
nia  °P,  wer®paught  since  last  report.  Daniel  Leary 
int0  131b.;  Michael  Brennan,  two,  121b. 
and  131b. ,  Daniel  Dwyer,  on  the  25th  inst.  got  the  first  peal 

rtirimMhff!’  *d"  el?PeP  61  b*  Several  good  trout  were  had 
f  w  flays  that  anglers  were  out,  including  a  sea  . 
hv  'i  l  ;.,  5  Stephen  Huggard  ;  and  a  brown  trout  of  51b„ 
by  14.  Dwyer.— 1  hos.  J.  Dennehy. 

n h!  LUf> n  i m fls]lh '-To  ¥ r'  IJ«WuS-on’  secretary  to  tho  Anglers 
i ill1  ,!  Pi P,!!  v P  a-R. iP®e n  ,fj 8 h i n g  Lough  Mask  for  the  past 
|  ,'  c  days.  Notwithstanding  tho  cold  weather,  he  fished  on 

day  three1  beautiful  trout!*  Hb.^Rlb  ^and^ib  ^^c^the 

i  Jhe  May-rty  is  the 

wJ'Q°tVghM^Vill^Bu?drowes»  and  Erne.— Although  the 

weather  continued  unfavourable  for  angling  all  through  the 
past  week  Capital  sport  was  had  on  Melvin,  owing  to  a 
big  run  of  grilse  getting  in  early  in  the  week  Mr  E 

s-l  n  cmani  Mb  ’adT  oaesalmon>  Wlb. 1  Mr.  A.  Scott,  one 
salmon,  111b. ,  Mr.  L.  lurner,  one  grilse,  441b.;  Dr  H 

M  allis,  one  salmon,  941b.,  and  a  grilse  of  341b.;  Mr  j’ 
Howard,  one  grilse  441b. ;  Mr.  T.  Moorhan,  one  salmon; 
941b  On  Tuesday,  Doctor  H.  Wallis,  one  grilse,  41b.  and  a 
fer!j?fK0t  71b. ;  Mr.  B.  Knox,  one  salmon  841b  - 
On  Wednesday  Major  Wilson,  one  salmon,  1241b. ;  Mr.E 
Gillard,  one  grilse,  o41b, ;  Mr.  E.  Rodgers,  one  grilse,  441b  • 
Mr.  1  .  Dunn,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  D  Browne  nneWdsp 
4ilb  On  Thursday,  Mr. ’E.  Gillard  one  £&£,  4Rbg;  Mr! 

se>  341b. ;  Mr.  J.  Howard,  two  grilse  41b 
nno  *  rnday;  nu'  ^lligan,  one  salmon,  101b. Mr! 

OnSSaInrdavgMre’  Mr‘  Dllnn'  one  salmon,  111b. 

Un  Saturday,  Mr.  L.  Turner,  one  salmon.  lHlb  *  Dr 

vrr^D ’i?ne  grise’  34lbv  T-  Moorlian,  one  grilse,  341b.  *; 
Mr.  D.  Brow  ne,  one  salmon,  841b.  A  few  good  baskets  of 

hHflt  "t  ?,re  a*so  taken.  Sport  on  the  Bundrowes  was  much 
better  than  on  the  previous  week,  and  a  few  salmon  and 
,P'c‘la,  8TlIse  were taken.  Angling  for  salmon  on  the  river 
£™S  began  °°  Wednesday,  the  20th  inst.,  When  Mr.  L. 
Sanderson  landed  the  first,  a  nice  fish  of  111b  and  on  Sat nr- 
da£  one  °f  141b‘  °n  Thursday,  Mr.  A  Munn  got  t  good  fish 
of  the  wieL  rpaV?L  18  e*pected  to  be  well  stocked  by  the  end 
i  aP  unus,ualiy  targe  run  of  fish  on 

f, vio1?1 fMi ay-fly  has  not  put  in  an  appearance  on 
Lough  Erne  yet,  except  a  very  odd  fly,  and  unless  the 
weather  changes  for  the  better,  it  will  be  the  end  of  the 
Rog  an  &'  sons'16  beforc  there  18  a  &ood  rise  of  the  fly.— M. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).-Some  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  river  and  lake.  On  the  15th  ;  Col.  St  George 

oneesalmo°n  Sp  nT-  ‘i^Pand91b-  J  Mr.  W.  G.  Rawlinsom 
one  salmon,  lJ£lb. ,  Mr.  Gngly,  one  salmon,  13Mb  •  Mr 

Ralph,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  1341b.  On  the  16th :  Mr  h' 
Scroop,  two  salmon,  131b.  and  151b.;  Col.  St.  George  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  three  trout.  41b. ;  the  Right  lion  S 

sSon’im®-  Mr',W'  G-  Rawiinsbn,  one 

the  S  h  'pnV  c?f  r?alph’  tvvo  salmon,  111b.  and  91b.  On 
i|h.th'»p'  up'  S  go’  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  two  trout, 
Vv'V  tg?,  rght  Gon-  S.  Walker,  one  salmon,  111b.;  Mr. 

\V .  G.  Rawlinson,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  941b. ;  Mr.  Boyle 

:  Grig*  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  one 

SlDne,;  N ^ , V 0n, i;  th J,Jr-  Edward  Clifton  Brown,  one 
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Ballinderry,  &c.  (East  Tyrone).  —  Fishing  on  this 
trout  stream  continues  fairly  good,  notwithstanding  the 
cold,  bright  weather  prevailing.  The  black  fly  is  on  and  is 
taking  very  well,  but  for  those  who  care  to  use  it  the 
caddis  bait  is  the  better  killer  just  now.  Of  the  artificials 
the  Hawthorn  and  Hare’s  Ear  flies  are  the  best  taking 
varieties.  During  the  week  on  the  Chaggan  reaches  Mr. 

G.  Stevenson  landed  eighteen  trout  and  Mr.  W.  Malone 
had  fourteen  fish.  On  his  Loughrey  preserves  Mr.  C 

H.  Linnon,  Limepark  House,  has  enjoyed  excellent  sport] 
his  best  fish  recently  being  a  prime  seven-pounder  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  Coarse  fishers  are  having  a  good 
time  at  the  Burmouth  among  the  pike  and  perch.— East 
Tyrone. 

Co.  Tyrone.— The  trout  fishing  on  the  Strule  and  Mourn 
rivers  is  pretty  goodjust  now.  T.  B.  Johnston,  Esq.,  Liver¬ 
pool,  and  four  friends  who  have  been  stopping  for  the  last 
week  at  Moore’s  Hotel,  succeeded  in  making  nice  baskets 
of  fine  trout  in  good  condition,  although  the  weather  was 
not  at  all  favourable  for  angling ;  but  a  change  for  the 
better  has  set  in,  and  better  fishing  may  be  expected  as 
trout  are  numerous  and  take  the  fly  readily. 

Lough  Currane  (Watervllle,  Co.  Kerry).-Owing 
to  unfavourable  weather,  the  fishermen  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  fishing  here  for  a  few  days.  The  weather, 
t  ough  improved  is  still  very  cold,  and  several  of  the  sur- 


salmon,  1341b.,  and  one  grilse,  5-1 R  Col  St  George  ’  two 
salmon,  1141b.  and  12)16.  ;  the  R  ght  Hon  S  Walker  two 

mb' °annd13nibandM°rlb^  Mr’ 

luib  and  lilb  Mr.  Peacock,  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one 
guise,  o?lb. ;  Mr  Ralph,  one  salmon,  1141b.,  and  one  grilse 
lilb.;  Mr.  Faulkner,  one  grilse,  64 lb.';  Mr.  Griglv  one 
salmon,  1341b.,  and  one  grilse,  541b.  On  the  20th  :  Mi'.’P.  S 
salmon,  13)lb. ;  Mr.  Boyle,  one  salmon,  12iib.  * 
Pi  finn  ^l7 ’  °ne  salmo“>  Rilb.,  and  one  grilse,  51b.;  Mr.’ 
Simon  131h'Vn’MrCTSapnun’  R^b- =  Mr.  Rawlinson,  one 

[Unavaidably  crowded  out  last  week.— Ed  ] 

™?yaad  Lakes  (Ballina).-Weather  stiff  cold,  wind 
viG t St  v?erinS  round  to  north-east,  and  occasionally 
with  heavy  showers  of  rain.  Particulars  since  ln<!f  renew 
are  as  follows  :-May  22,  Colonel  St  Gcorge  kffledPone 
Uh^ti.8  bp’.  °uVe’r}  b.  l  one,  2) lb. ;  and  nine  others  averaging 

tron ^  l  'EMr Hn n4;  S'  Wa‘£er-  one  salmon,  101b. ;  four 
trout,  Ijlth  ,  Mr.  H.  Scroop,  three  salmon,  101b„  81b.  9ilb  • 

Mr  Quigiey,  one  salmon,  161b.;  one  grilse,  541b  •  Mr 
Slater,  fourteen  trout,  111b. ;  Mr  P  J  Murrv  twnGriiif' 

grilse  ’  »  A’  LRtle?  ^b^one 

grilse,  61b. ,  Mr  J.  Boyce,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  one  grilse 

54  b-  Riiht^Hon^W  salmon’  1041b.  ;  six  trout] 

A,  H  lro°op 

Sise^lfi,  51bMVMrr-  StfSa 

K  iib.^nTirK.  ®br'j  “J 

spondent,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  one  grilse  41b  *  Bi^hf  Hnn 
S.  Walker’  one  ealmol,  mfc.!  sfiftomt  it-lh®  liSSS 
trout,  2Jlb.  May  25,  Colonel  S5  Geirge  MeS  men'  !Sh“ 

Mr^S!i“oAi  SfiSfi  jl:  KSiffe? 

a? 

g”sfib-.®-  !p*j  % ,±;r- 

salmon,  101b. ;  one  grilse,  441b. ;  Mr.  Slater  sixteen^r^Pf6 
lolb.  Large  numbers  of  grilse  are  now  to’  be  seen  fn  lh n 
estuary,  and  every  tide  brings  a  new  lot  up  the  river  theP 
give  grand  sport  being  so  fresh  from  sea.  Trout  were  not 

on'yrcoderX&rf 

Derravaragh,  Ennell  and  Sheelan,  and  the  “fly^has  frst 
put  an  appearance  on  Lough  Owel,  where  there  is  likefv 
to  be  a  big  stir  next  week.  The  run  of  trnni  ,ViiPPJy 
particularly  on  Ennell,  has  been  of  small  sizeand  nff  PP~ 

there  seems  to  be  a  superabundance, The  largest  whfeh^P 
come  under  my  notice  as  yet  did  not  exceed  41bs  Thf 
23  rd  May,  appears  to  have  been  the  best  dav  i,n  in 
The  wind  has  settled  in  the  nor  th  and  is  sad  Hr  ^^7 

n ndrih  ThG  f  glut  fV0/  flies>  aPPeared  on  Monday  on  Erineff1 
-T.  Jh  W6rfaCe  °f  lakG  WaS  °ne  vasfc  carpet  of  Green  Drake] 


Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  saliincr 

i;Suefir».  B“t,u‘uty  on,y- Jb“  aSSf 
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The  LIGHTEST  ROD  in  USE.  Weight  7  to  10  oi 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Roo  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box  price  4s.  8d. 

Carriage  paid  for  4jd.  extra 
n  We  have  had  this  rod  in  constant  use  every 
season  for  heavy  bream,  tench,  perch,  eels,  r-ach, 
Ac.,  and  it  is  as  straight  and  strong  as  ever.'  — 
Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  September  28th,  1889. 

1  yard  gut  cast  ••  ^  Is.  8d.  per  dozen 

^  99  n  . 28.  5d.  n 

®  »»  it  . 3s.  4d.  tt 

Finest  drawn  gut  manufactured,  15  inch,  4s.  pei 
100;  2s.  per  50;  and  7d.  per  dozen. 

Best  Trout  Gut,  very  strong,  2s.  Gd.  per  100. 
Fine  Trout  Out.  2s.  per  100.  Salmon  Gut,  Cs.  9d 
Gold  Fish,  3s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

Tin  to  hold  0  doz.,  Is.  each. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon  St„  Hull. 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  &  Gut  Merchant. 

henry  wilds 

Celebrated  Pure  Silk  Plaited  &  Twisted 
Lines  at  reduced  prices. 

Plaited  No.  1  Fine  Tiout  or  Roach,  100  yds  1/C 
„  „  2  Strong  Trout  ...  '  2/- 

-  »  *  “  .  ;; ;;  m0 , 

”  \  P|]ie  . .  „  3/10 

„  5  Salmon  .  ,,  4 

fca  »  >,  *>  Heavy  Salmon  ...  „  „  545 

68,  HOliNDSGATE,  NOTTINGHAM.  : 

[Season  1889-90.] 

trout. 

OVA,  15s.,  FRY,  £1,  per  1000  YEAR¬ 
LINGS,  £2  per  100 

MATURE  COARSE  FISH, 

including  Minnows,  Gudgeon,  Dace,  Roach, 
Carp,  Tench,  Bream,  Perch,  Ac.,  from  10s.  per  100. 

T 0  prevent  disappointment  order  early. 

Price  Lists  free  from 

THOMAS  FORD,  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

N.B.— Book  on  Tront  Fishing.  One  Shilling. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLIES 

FOR 

THE  USK. 

[//Mr.  J.  CLARE  has  W.  E.  Acteson’s 
patterns,  tied  by  Miss  Louie  Clare ; 
recommended  by  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
The  Field,  Land  and  Water,  &c. 

Salmon  Flies  and  Grub,  12/-  perdoz. 
Trout  Flies,  2/-  per  doz. 

Day  and  Season  Tickets  for  the  noted 
'  Yspittie  water  for  Salmon  and  Trout  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  J.  Clare,  Fishing 
5  Tackle  Maker,  Abergavenny. 

Fishing  in  the  North  &  West  Ridings. 

Anglers  contemplating  a  visit  to  the  Aire, 
Wharfe,  Kibble,  Greta,  Wenning,  Yore,  Wensley! 
or  other  rivers  in  the  North  and  West  Ridings 
of  Yorkshire,  and  desirous  of  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  Fishing,  Lodgings,  &c.,  should  make 
their  wants  known  through  the  medium  of  the 

Craven  Herald, 

published  at  Sklpton-in-Craven,  which  has  the 
most  extensive  circulation  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  these  rivers. 

Views  of  the  Wharfe,  Bolton  Abbey,  Ac.,  may 
obtained  at  the  office  of  this  paper  i 

INDIA  RUBBER  STAMPS 

For  Heading  Note-paper 
Endorsing  Envelopes,  Cheque 
and  Postal  Cards,  Marking 
Linen,  Crests,  Facsimiles,  &c 
Price  and  Pattern  Sheets,  post- 
free. 

MONOGRAMS, 

Two-letter,  Is.  each;  Three- 
letter,  2s.  each.  Full-name,  in 
neat  type,  1/4  each,  mounted 
on  brass,  with  ebonised  hau 
die,  and  complete  with  Box, 
Pad,  and  Ink.  Postage  3d 
extra.  Pocket  Stamps  of  all 
This  Style  from  kinds.  J.  Berkley,  8,  Livery- 
_ _ 2s.  each.  street,  Birmingham. 

WORM-FLY. 

"I  had  made  the  loch  fewer  of  its  trout  by  twenty- 
S®*,  every  one  of  which  exceeded  [lb.  The  largest 
trout  weighed  241b.;  the  best  dozen,  181b.;  and  the 
^jhole  lot,  881b.  The  worm-fly,  Mr.  DonaM  Watson  s 
(Inverness)  great  killer,  accounted  for  all  b  it  a  few.” 

"■■A  Day  on  a  Moorland  Tarn,  JtUhing  Gazette,  March 

On  loops  or  strands  of  gut,  2/6  per  doz. 

D.  WATSON, Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Inverness 

SEA  FISHING  A  SCIENCE 

WHEN  U8INO 

G.  &  R.  BROOKS’S 

Artificial  Balts,  Double  Twist,  Red,  White,  and  Black 
Rubber  Eels,  for  Pollock  and  Bass,  Boleskln  Baits  and 
Original  Spinner  lor  Mackerel,  Ac. 

Trammels,  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls.— A  Speciality. 

Prawn  and  Shrimp  Nets.  Crab  and  Lobster  Pots. 

__  Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds  of  FlBhing. 

The  Very  Latest  New  Carrier  for  Salmon  Bass  or  Pike 
Bee  I\thing  Gazette,  September  6. 1890. 

Only  Address :  South  or  England  Tacklo 
Sferfhonre  Plymouth, 


SPECIALITIES  TO  BE  HAD  ONLY  FROM 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  &  CO., 

STRICKLANDGATE,  KENDAL, 

Superior  Greenheart,  and  Whole  Cane  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods. 

Kendal  Solid  Leather  Fish  Creels,  price  25s.  Kendal  Combination  Wood  and  Metal  Fish  Creels 

Vfs  North'eem  cal?>’-a11  Fishing  Bags  for  Trout,  from  3s.  2d.,  for  Salmon! 

i*3’  N  vh<? "  T  Backle  I> hes,  superior  quality,  Is.  id.  per  dozen.  Winged  Flies,  Is.  6<1.  pei 
dozen,  borth  country  Fly  Casts.  9s.  per  dozen.  We  guarantee  all  our  goods  of  the  best  possible 
material  and  workmanship.  Price  List  Post-free.  po.snm  . 


TOOTHACHE 


Just  Published,  crown  8vo.,  price  10/6. 


NERVINE 


Sixty  Three  Years’  Angling 

Iwm  tlj*  Jitoimtam  Strratnlrt  to  tin  JRigljtn  fan. 

By  JOHN  MAC  VINE. 


London :  LONGMANS,  GREEN  &  CO. 


CURED  INSTANTLY  BY 

I  ft  Prevents  Decay,  Sav-  a 
Extraction.  Sleepless 

„  Nights  Prevented. 

Neuralgic  Headaches  ana 
all  Nerve  Pains  removed 
by  PUNTER  S  NERVINE. 

All  chemists,  Is.  )£d. 

Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &c„  writ¬ 
ing  in  llcilth,  says  — 

“  ‘  HUNTER’S  NERVINS  ’  has  stood  the  most 
severe  test.  For  many  years  it  has  been  tlo 
favourite  hou-elmM  Remedy  for  TOOTcI-ACIlH 
and  kindred  ailments  of  N  KURA  LG  10  ch  iracte, 

It  contains  liotliiug  <  f  a  deleterious  nature,  and 
should  claim  an  honoured  place  in  every  family 
medicine  chest." 

The  IVANHOE, 

Very  Old  Scotch  Whisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  RE  GOT 

To  be  had  fr>m  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
in  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 

DIRECT  FR^M  SOLE  PROPRIETORS — 

D.  a.  BHIND  <fc  CO.,  LEITH. 


Devonshire  Rivers. 

DEVONSHIRE  FLIES 

(Good  in  any  Stream),  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
FLIES  MADE  TO  PATTERN. 
LARGE  STOCK  OF  RODS  AND 
TACKLE  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Pie  Devon  and  other  artificial  Baits,  Reels, 
tnnes,  Gut  Casting  Lines ,  Ply  Books ,  Wading 
Stockings  and  Trousers ,  Boskets ,  and  every  other 
requisite. 

Address  —  WILLIAM  MUDFORD, 

Fore  Street,  Tiverton,  Devonshire. 

Ticket  Depot  for  the  Tiverton  Fishing  Association . 


SPRATTS  PATENT 

LIMITED. 

“FIBRINE” 

FISH  M  E  AL 


Made  in  various  degrees  of  fineness,  and  ii 
two  kinds,  viz.  :  -  Biscuit  Meal,  for  Carp,  Goli 
tish,  &c.,  and  Meat  Meal,  for  Trout  and  similai 
feeding  fish. 

For  rearing  young  fry  and  feeding 

adult  fish . per  cwt.  £1  8  i 

Ditto . per  14  bag  0  4  ( 

Ditto .  „  7  „  0  2  1 

Spratt’s  Patent,  Limited,  London,  E.C 
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JNSURPAV-ED  FOR  ALL  Fisn  wlrch  will 

wi«a.PA.SZB  ?AIT’.  [s  use(l  >’y  <-he  leading 
Vngleis  °t  the  dav  with  t lie  greatest  success. 
Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d. 
U.,  and  is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra) 

dOAD^NZN.EIyG’  157>  C0MMEKCfAL 

SALMON  &  TROUP  Ft.Y  CASTING. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

rames  Kerss.  Sp-ouston  on  Tweed.  Kelse,  winner  cf 
the  1  r°fesbi°nal  Salmon  Flv  Casting  Competition  at 

i  ™1'™/'"  f!);.h  1K:l0'  b'(?s  to  intimate  to  all 

tho=e  in.-erest-d.  that  by  speci-1  rtque  t.  ho  will  be 
prepared  on  and  after  the  nth  of  June,  to  g  ve  Lesions 
("ho'r  above  at  the  Welsh  Harp  fishery.  Hendon, 
whe-e  a  evitable  stretch  of  wa'er  has  be«*n  secured. 
Strictest  privacy  ensured.  For  terms,  hours  of  a- ten 
clancs,  and  other  particulars  applv  to  J.  K..  a*; 
Bellevue  Cottage,  Sprouston.  Kelso.  N.B..  to  loth  of 
.Tune,  and  afterwards  at  Welsh  Harp.  Hendon. 

J-  theakek, 

Whiles lle  and  Retatl 

SILK  LINE  MANUFACTURER. 

Rods,  Reds,  and  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  h 

Plait  d  Roaeh,  100  yds.  1/6;  Barbel  2'--  Pike  l  -• 
Twisted  Roai-h,  80  yds.  1  -;  Baibel,  1/6;  Strom' 
Pike,  2/6.  Sind  directed  envelope  for  samples 
and  see  qnali'y. 

Bast  lob  Worms  3  -  per  1,000 

J.  THEAKER,  Canal  SL  Nottingham. 

OYSTERS !  OYSTERS 

Norton’s  Oyster*  Rooms, 

ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

Established  1S26. 

For  Royal  Whitstable  and  other  native  oysters  this 
establishment  stands  unrivalled  in  the  North  of 
England, 

Fresh  supplies  daily  throughout  the  entire  season 
05-sters  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Continent,  packed  in  barrelsof  the  requisite  size 
Quality— unequalled.  Despatch-immediate. 

ONE  TRIAL  WILL  CONVINCE. 
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THE  RESULT  OF 
INATTENTION  TO  BUSINESS. 


TROUT  FLIES. 

PRITT’S  AND  THEAKSTONE’S 

Small-sized  hackled  Flies  on  hair  or  gut 
For  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland,’  &c. 

3  dozen,  4/-;  1/6  per  dozen;  hair  casts,  3  for  2 /-• 
single  hair  packets,  3/-. 

Francis’s  Loch  Flies  for  Scotland,  Wales,  an  - 
England,  2/-  per  dozen. 

Acl  dress— J.  Pickersoill,  12,  Bingley  St.,  Leeds. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

I  HAfiKT-ES  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nAldVLLb.  Seal’s  Fur,  Pig’s  Wool. 

All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haines,  5,  Western  Ter ,  Cork. 

ARTIFICIAL  FLIES. 

Florence  and  Ethel  Currell, 

Daughters  of  the  late  Mr.  GEORGE 
CURRELL ,  of  Winchester, 

Beg  to  inform  Anglers  that  they  are 
commencing  Business  for  themselves, 
and  respectfully  solicit  a  trial. 

Salmon,  Mahseer,  May,  Trout  and  Scotch 
Loch  Flies  Dressed  to  Order. 

41,  SUSSEX  ST.,  WINCHESTER. 

Two  minutes  from  L.  &  S.W.R.  S’a’iow. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Ogden’s  “Gem."  No.  1  (Light 
Wing). 


Cgden’s  “Gem,"  No.  3  (Green 
Wing). 


Ogden’S  Gem,”  No  4.  (Grey  Wing). 


Ogden’s  “Cummer  Duck  Gem,”  No.  2  (Hackle 
Wing),  tis.  per  dozen. 


Ogden's  “  Stent  Gnat.” 


Ogden's  “  Gem.'*  No  5  (Dark 
Mackerel  Wing). 


PRICES — Floating,  6,,  Sun*,  4s.  per  dcz  ,  on  Eyed  Hoofcs  or  I4in.  Cut,  or  Dressed  Correct.yro  Pattern. 

TAMFS  OGDEN’S  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  FLY  RODS, 

JAMES  ZZ'Z!  with  ANY  otber  persons  assuming  the  nAM, 


THE  “STANDARD”  MEAT  BISCUITS  FOR  DOGS 

USED  BY  SOME  OF  TIDE  LARGEST  EXHIBITORS. 


TESTIMONIALS. 

Glenboig,  N.B.  I  The  “  Standard  ’’  Meat  Biscuit  Co. 


„  »  TYTruAm  KT«PTTTT  l  ill  '  EDINBURGH,  N.B. 

THK  -  Stakdabd  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co.  •  .  .  “’Ki  1 1"‘  IZt  S^Ycur  Dog  Biscuits  are  simply  perfect  My  dog,  prefer  them  to 

Sirs  —I  have  given  your  “  Standard  ”  Dog  Biscuits  a  fair  trial  aud  others.  Please  repeat  my  last  order,  namely  5  cwts  -REID 

them  to  he  as  good,  (f  not  ’superior,  to  auy  I  have  y^ried.^^  ,  -T  Yours  faithfully,  W.  R.  EEID. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  the  _ _ ,, 

( i - -  *  ''  “  “  l_ 


“  STANDAKD  and  whicTh^een  proved  and  tested,  meeting  a  decided  want  in 
manufactured  by  this  Company  from  the  pures  taowledge  of  biscuit  making,  finds  that  a 

The  Manager,  who  has  the  ““^^^ese  biscuits  is  H  WARM  WATER  FOR  lOMIHHTES 

THE  BISCUITS  ARE  EATEN  GREEDILY  DRY,  BUT  IF  PREFERRED  S_  .  Speoill  T«mS  for  UrgSt  ipiantitie  S. 

Sample  1  owt.  tag,  20s.;  ditto  i  ll'“^“^;TTTTpn  EDINBURGH 
THE  “STANDARD”  MEAT  BISCUIT  CO,  tmfiBUWin. 

- - - - tZ  Last.  Great  Invention  for  Anglers. 


LOOK  HERE!! 

Rod  ^bag'n  feet  longfteonz^^eSthes^and'fii'tii^s.^AIso8^1  twi'inch  BronzS^Re^h^with  revolvTng 
Hod,  in  Dag,  -d  checkj  and  2Q  yardg  8ilk  aDd  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Pritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen 
All  pattern  Trout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 

O.  B.  RICHARDSON,  &  Fishing  Tackle 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


THE 


The  Last  Great  Invention  for  Anglers. 

ANGLERS’  HOOK  BOOK 

(REGISTERED  No.  12924). 


The  Largest 


FLY  FISHING. 

Stock  of  Flies  in  London. 


TIME  AND 
TROUBLE 
SAVED. 


NO  HOOKS 
WASTED. 


Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

_  Nearly  opposite  Holbora  Restaurant. 

>E  MARK-  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  ’without  seeing  my  stock. 


Prices,  bound  iu  strung  cloth  cases.  4/6,  5, 6, 7/6.  Postage  3d.  e*tea.  I 

Fitted  with  the  test  quality  gut  ^oks'fla?E5'?rt.e^lz93  for  B° 

Bream,  10/6,  12/6,  and  15/-  each, 

And  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Maker, 

_A.  IP-A-G-IE  WOOD, 

59  and  60  HIGH  STREET,  HUNTINGDON 

So  Angler  should  he  without  11,1*  (KTttoft'SlwfcHiw'iS’lh  tC steel!  or  hSoh 

A  single  hoot  eohohod  at  ««■*. 


June  0,  1891.]  i 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tack'e 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  must  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only 
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WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IN 
CORNWALL. 

By  J.  II.  B. 

No  time  could  be  more  opportune  than  the 
present  at  which  to  draw  attention  to  Cornwall  as 
a  fishing  county,  now  that  it  will  be  receiving  its 
quota  of  tourists,  and  Dow  that  the  very  cream  of 
the  season  is  so  close  upon  us.  Tho  county,  on 
account  of  its  many  interesting  associations,  and 
particularly  on  account  of  its  fine  coast  scenery, 
draws  a  fair  number  of  visitors  during  the  holiday 
season,  and  is  especially  affected  by  walkiug 
tourists.  Many  walkers  are  fond  of  piscatorial 
pursuits,  and  at  least  this  much  will  be  readily 
acceded  to,  that  it  is  very  little  use  taking  to 
angling,  certainly  river  angling  for  trout,  unless 
one  does  not  mind  a  great  deal  of  pedestrian 
exercise.  Cornwall,  in  spite  of  its  mines,  still 
offers  good  opportunities  to  those  who  exercise 
the  gentle  craft.  Should  a  centre  be  required  for 
a  stay  of  any  length  of  time,  the  most  suitable  will 
be  pointed  out  later  in  this  paper  ;  hut  should  the 
tourist,  who  is  flitting  here,  there,  and  everywhere, 
object  that  a  fly  rod  aud  other  fishing  parapher¬ 
nalia  are  irksome  things  to  carry  on  a  walking 
tour,  it  may  be  urged  that  the  Parcels  Post  will 
carry  his  rod  promptly  to  any  required  place  at 
the  cost  of  only  a  few  pence,  and  that  a  winch  and 
a  small  round  box  of  flies  will  occupy  but  littlo 
space  in  his  knapsack.  A  small  dubbin  box  fo; 


the  flies  will  contain  all  that  he  will  require,  and 
the  casting  lines  can  lie  in  the  bottom,  separated 
from  the  flies  by  a  piece  of  thin  cardboard  cut  the 
shape  and  size  of  the  box.  That  is  how  I  have 
carried  mine  for  years,  as  being  the  most  con¬ 
venient  mode,  injuring  the  flies  far  less  than  a 
book,  and  being  a  better  protection  against  moths. 

There  are  two  Boards  of  Conservators  for 
Cornwall  the  Camel  Board,  exercising  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  all  streams  running  into  the  sea  between 
the  west  boundary  of  Devon  and  Peel  Point— that 
is,  speaking  roughly,  over  all  running  into  the  sea 
at  the  north  ;  and  the  Fowey  Board  over  all 
issuing  between  Peel  Point  and  Rame  Head,  that 
is,  on  all  running  into  the  English  Channel.  The 
clerk  of  the  former  Board  is  Mr.  J.  B.  Collins 
Bodmin,  and  of  the  latter  Mr.  W.  Pease,  jun.| 
Lostwithiel.  The  close  time  for  trout  is  from 
1st  Oct.  to  15th  March.  Formerly  it  ended  with 
1st  Feb.,  but  any  one  acquainted  with  the  district 
must  admit  that  trout  taken  in  Feb.  were  not  in 
a  condition  which  would  warrant  their  beino 
considered  a  delicacy.  Bellamy,  in  his  interesting 
little  book  on  the  fisheries  of  Devon,  and  Cornwall, 
in  the  “  economical  register,”  under  the  head  of 
May  writes :  “  The  angler  and  fly  fisher  essay 
their  skill  on  the  trout  streams,  trouts  at  this  time 
getting  very  active  ;  many  enthusiasts,  however, 
choose  to  go  forth  in  April.”  He  further  states, 
but  here  perhaps  few  will  agree  with  him,  that 
trout  fishers  should  desist  in  September.  There 
are  not  wanting  those  now  who  boldly  affirm  that 
March  fishing  is  too  soon,  looking  at  the  condition 
of  the  fish.  This  year,  which  may  be  taken  as  an 
exception,  the  trout  were  not  in  good  condition  up 
to  the  end  of  April,  and  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be 
in  prime  condition  even  yet.  The  close  time  for 
salmon  is  from  1st  Dec.  to  30th  April  for  rods,  and 
from  30th  Sept,  to  1st  May  for  nets. 

The  best  centre,  probably,  for  all-round  river 
fishing  is  Lostwithiel,  from  which  place  both  the 
Camel  and  the  Fowey  are  easily  accessible,  only 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  streams  being 
under  different  Boards,  separate  licences  have  to 
be  taken  to  enable  one  to  fish  both  streams.  A 
trout  ticket  for  the  season  costs  three  shillings, 
and  for  salmon  and  trout,  ten  shillings.  Day 
tickets  are  one  shilling  each.  The  licences  do  not 
include  leave  to  fish,  but  riparian  owners,  as  a 
rule,  give  permission  to  fish  when  asked.  The 
Camel  and  Fowey  are  well  stocked  with  trout ; 
the  salmon  and  peel  fishiDg  is  good  ;  and  occa¬ 
sionally  char  may  be  met  with.  The  Camel  may 
also  be  fished  from  Bodmin  and  the  highest 
reaches  from  Camelford.  Decent  fishing  may 
also  be  had  from  Liskeard,  from  the  Looe  river, 
and  several  streams  flowing  into  the  Fowey  ;  the 
moorland  scenery  is  very  pretty,  and  the  sea  is 
reached  by  train — a  very  short  trip. 

Launceston  is  a  capital  centre  for  trout  fishing, 
with,  the  Tamar,  Inney,  Attery,  and  Ivensey,  all 
within  easy  walking  distance,  and  generally  leave 
to  fish  may  be  obtained  from  the  landowners. 
Out  of  the  mining  region,  there  is  still  some  pollu¬ 
tion  spoken  of  in  the  Kensey,  as  that  from  tao- 
yards,  sewage,  &c. ;  but  the  streams  are  very  well 
stocked,  and  local  anglers  quote  their  takes  as  so 
many  dozen.  In  the  Kensey  trout  up  to  21b.  are 
taken.  In  the  Inney  and  Attery  particularly 
large  baskets  are  taken,  as  many  as  eight  dozen 
having  been  scored  by  a  single  rod  in  a  day,  and 
the  writer  took  over  nine  dozen  in  one  day  on  the 
Tamar.  I  had  some  business  once  quite  near  the 
Atfery,  and  the  gentleman  I  went  to  see  was 
out,  but  would  be  in  shortly.  Having  my  rod 
with  me,  I  spent  about  twenty  minutes  trying  the 
stream,  and  in  that  time  scored  fourteen  or 
fifteen  basketable  fish.  Perhaps  I  have  been 
specially  fortunate  in  my  selection  of  days,  but  I 
have  never  whipped  the  stream  without  doing 
well. 

From  Camelford  one  may  fish  the  head  waters 
of  tho  Camel,  tho  Iuney,  and  some  other  smaller 
streams  for  trout  aud  peel,  and  a  few  char  are 
also  taken.  The  streams  here  are  free  from 
pollution.  The  scenery  is  grand  in  the  valley  of 
the  Camel  and  very  romantic  in  the  Da  Lank 
and  Jump  streams,  close  to  Camelford. 

The  small  streams  in  the  West  of  Cornwall  are 
scarcely  worth  mentioning,  being  either  polluted 
badly  by  the  mines  and  clay  works,  or  else  strictly 
preserved,  and  the  trout  in  the  Cornish  streams 
are  not,  as  a  rule,  big,  four  or  five  to  the  pound 
baing  tho  average  size  in  the  larger  streams,  aud 
they  are  even  smaller  than  that  in  tho  moorland 


brooks  and  short  coast  streams.  Some  of  tho 
rivulets  not  considered  worthy  of  being  noted  in 
an  ordinary  map,  if  taken  at  the  right  time,  afford 
excellent  sport,  and  could  be  taken  advantage  of 
by  the  walking  tourist.  A  friend  of  mine  sought 
a  stream  quite  uufishahle  with  the  fly  except  at 
one  pool  just  before  it  makes  its  entry  into  tho 
sea.  Here  a  large  basin  has  been  formed,  and  he 
stood  at  one  point  and  took  out  fourteen  trout. 
Another  friend  had  a  similar  experience.  Many 
of  these  coast  and  moorland  brooks  not  fishable 
with  the  fly  will  give  sport  if  one  does  not  mind 
stooping  to  the  use  of  natural  bait  — the  worm, 
Tab  fly,  Blow  fly  (easily  bred),  the  Fern  Web 
(on  the  moors),  the  Grasshopper,  atd  Moths  for 
evenings.  The  streams  passing  through  S. 
Columb  to  Mawgan-in-Pyder  is  a  fishable  stream, 
if  one  does  not  mind  a  few  difficulties,  passing 
through  lovely  scenery. 

Last  year,  on  the  north  coast  of  Cornwall,  in 
streams  presumably  too  insignificant  to  be  taken 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators,  the  peel  were  going  up  in  large  numbers. 
They  were  poached  wholesale,  being  either 
groped  or  taken  by  a  garden  fork,  a  piece  of  cord 
being  fastened  a  few  inches  from  the  points  of  the 
prongs  to  press  them  down  to  the  bed  of  the  river, 
so.  that  they  could  be  secured  without  injury  and 
without  telling_  their  own  little  tale.  A  piece 
of  water  in  the  extreme  north  of  Cornwall 
deserves  mention,  although  it  is  strictly  preserved 
and  leave  to  fish  is  not  easily  obtainable.  It  is 
the  Bude  Canal  Reservoir,  a  sheet  of  water  about 
seventy  acres  in  extent,  fed  by  the  Lead  waters 
of  the  Tamar.  It  was  fairly  well  stocked  by 
natural  process,  but  to  improve  the  stock  in 
quality  as  well  as  numbers,  the  late  Riv.  W.  II. 
Montgomery,  who  had  a  breeding  establishment 
near,  and  who  was  the  then  lessee,  turned  in  some 
thousands  of  Loch  L9ven  trout,  and  they  appear 
to  have  flourished,  and  the  fishing  is  remarkably 
good.  I  saw  a  splendid  dish  of  trout  taken  from 
there  only  a  few  days  ago,  the  average  weight  of 
which  was  quite  fib. 

Salmon  and  peel  take  the  fly  occasionally,  tho 
most  affected  by  the  latter  being  a  large  Red 
Palmer,  with  yellow  wool  or  tinsel,  and  a  large 
Quill  Gnat;  but  a  deadlier  bait  for  both  n  an 
artificial  Minnow,  or  even  the  ignoble  worm.  The 
best  months  are  from  July  to  No  vember.  Trout 
are  taken  best  by  flies  which  have  natural  photo¬ 
types,  rather  than  by  fancy  flies.  In  the  sluggish 
streams,  as  the  Tamar,  roughly-mide  flies°vvith 
plenty  of  hackle,  are  preferable  to  finer-made 
specimens,  and  are  most  killing,  especially  on 
windy,  cloudy  days  ;  but  in  the  moorland 
and  small  streams  smaller  types  should  be 
used.  For  the  Tamar,  there  is  a  collection  of 
flies  called  the  Soltau  collection,  kept  by  Mr. 
Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  which  is  au  excellent  oac, 
and  not  a  number  large  enough  to  bewilder  one. 
Generally,  I  think,  one  cannot  do  better  than 
follow  the  list  contained  in  R  maid’s  “  Flyflsher’s 
Entomology,”  exercising  his  own  powejrs  of  obser¬ 
vation,  of  course.  I  give  a  list  of  those  I  have 
found  the  most  useful— February  Ro3,  March 
Browns,  Blue  Upright  (dressed  spider  fashion  for 
the  Tamar),  with  Jenny  Spiuuer  for  thunder 
weather.  Duns  and  Spinners  for  the  early  month  ; 
Hawthorn,  Black  Gnat,  Cow-dung,  Stone-fly,  and 
Coch-y-hondu,  for  May  (with  the  Duns  for  evei  - 
ings) ;  Drakes,  Alder,  and  Stone-fly  for  June; 
Red  Palmer,  Black  (blow,  house,  &c.),  Soldier, 
Fern,  Cinnamon,  and  Bluebottle  for  later  months. 
Rough  fresh-water  fishing  is  not  worth  mention¬ 
ing.  There  are,  however,  swarms  of  dace  in  tho 
Bude  canal. 

As  to  salt-water  fishing,  it  goes  without  saj  iog 
that  Cornwall  affords  tine  opportunities.  Mr. 
Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  issues  a  guide,  which  con¬ 
tains  much  information  on  the  subject,  and  if  a 
moro  exhaustive  treatise  should  be  required,  there 
is  Mr.  NVilcocks’  work.  I  think  I  cannot  do  better 
here  than  quote  at  length  a  letter  from  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  been  a  very  successful  amateur  sea 
fisherman  for  over  twenty  years.  IIe  is  writing 
particularly  of  Mount’s  Bay  :  — 

“  The  best  time  for  the  amateur  is  between 
Midsummer  and  Michaelmas,  the  choice  timo 
being  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  end  of 
September.  During  the  three  months  the  best 
bait  is  mackerel  and  pilchards,  both  of  which  are 
generally  to  be  had  fresh  daily  in  Penzance.  If 
the  amateur  does  not  like  to  venture  much  out  t 
sea  iu  a  boat,  lip  may  havo  much  amusing  spor 
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with  rod  and  line  in  angling  for  small  pollock, 
about  the  size  of  a  good  trout,  by  standing  on 
Penzance  pier-bead,  where,  during  the  summer 
months,  at  flowing  tide,  the  little  fish  may  be 
caught  plentifully  ;  or  on  Newlyn  pier,  a  mile 
away.  Small  strips  of  pilchard  for  baiting  a  small 
hook  will  be  successful,  but  the  best  bait  for  these 
little  fish  is  what  is  called  a  ‘  lug,’  or,  in  scientific 
form  a  ‘  wolfra  ’  ;  it  is  a  sea  worm  provided  with 
little  shuffling  legs  from  end  to  end  under  the 
body.  It  is  obtained  on  the  rocky  beach  at  low 
water,  and  the  best  spot  for  them  is  off  the  baths. 
The  little  trouble  in  obtaining  these  lugs  will  be 
well  repaid  by  the  extra  success  in  fishing,  for  of 
all  bait  going  there  is  none  so  tempting  to  all  the 
smaller  kinds  of  fish,  and  for  the  mackerel  there 
is  nothing  like  it.  They  are  found  in  the  softer  or 
shelving  rock,  or  in  hard  formed  mud.  Any  kind 
of  handy  piece  of  iron  to  turn  up  the  stones  will 
be  needed,  or  an  old  screw-driver  or  chisel  would 
do.  I  have  caught  hundreds  there  myself,  but 
many  a  boy  would  hunt  up  and  bring  thirty  or 
forty  for  a  few  pence.  Care  must  be  taken  to  make 
it  understood  that  it  is  the  rock  lug,  or  ‘  wolfra  ’ 
with  legs  that  is  wanted,  for  there  is  a  sand  lug 
living  in  great  quantities  on  the  sandy  beach, 
which,  for  the  purpose  wanted,  is  of  no  use  what¬ 
ever.  I  am  thus  particular  at  starting  in  stating 
the  particulars  about  bait,  for  this  is  of  the  first 
importance  to  the  amateur.  He  may  also  obtain 
excellent  sport  in  another  way  by  what  is  known 
as  ‘  whiffing,’  for  which  purpose  he  will  provide 
himself  with  a  long,  fine  line,  to  which  will  be 
attached  a  strong  but  fine  ‘  orsel  ’  (gut  is  best), 
with  a  moderate-sized  hook,  say  a  mackerel  hook, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  the  same  kind,  of  bait  (rock 
lug)  is  excellent,  towed  along  behind  a  boat  a 
little  way  off  shore  (say  between  Gear  Pole  and 
Newlyn,  or  between  Penzance  and  St.  Michael’s 
Mount),  and  during  July  and  August  great  num¬ 
bers  of  mackerel  and  pollock  of  a  larger  size  than 
found  by  angling  off  the  pier  will  be  taken.  For 
bait  also  in  whiffing,  strips  of  mackerel  are  good, 
or  the  artificial  whiffing  bait  made  of  small  india- 
rubber  tubing  can  be  used. 

Then  there  is  another  kind  of  fishing  called 
“  ground”  fishing,  which  means  that  one  goes  out 
in  a  boat  and  anchors  at  a  fixed  spot,  and  hooks 
are  baited  with  mackerel  or  pilchard  bait,  and  by 
this  means  many  varieties  of  fish  are  taken.  To 
secure  large  fish  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  three  or 
four  miles  and  anchor,  taking  care  to  get  there 
just  on  what  is  called  the  slack  tide,  that  is  just 
before  the  tide  is  going  to  turn,  for  it  is  .when  the 
current  begins  to  move  that  the  fish  begin  to  bite, 
and  two  hours  on  the  first  flow  will  yield  more 
sport  than  after  the  current  begins  to  slack.  A 
few  hours’  ground-fishing  when  the  fish  are  in  the 
bag,  if  the  right  spot  is  selected  (for  there  are 
many  favourite  spots  which  only  a  local  fisherman 
can  indicate)  will  give  very  gratifying  sport.  The 
fish  generally  caught  on  the  ground-fishing  plan, 
by  day,  are  large  pollock,  bream,  chad,  pouting, 
cod,  ling,  John  Dory  (only  occasionally)  lobsters, 
crayfish,  tubs,  and  gurnards.  Some  of  those  are 
also  caught  by  night,  and  then  also  large  congers 
and  hake.  There  are  bass  and  mullet  seen  round 
about  the  harbour  and  pier,  but  they  are  hardly 
ever  captured,  because  of  the  difficulty  found  in 
getting  them  to  take  bait,  which  they  rarely  ever 
do.  Whiting  fishing  in  Mount’s  Bay  comes  on  in 
October  and  November.  Bass  are  taken  around 
the  coast  and  they  are  angled  for  at  Downderry, 
at  Padstow,  atRame  Head,  and  at  Bude,  generally 
with  spinning  tackle  or  ground  bait,  but  they  will 
take  the  fly  and  several  have  been  taken  so  at 
Bude.  Sea-fi«hing  stations  other  than  those 
mentioned,  are  St.  Ives,  Mevagissey,  Newquay 
(the  well-known  watering-place),  Looe,  St.  Agnes, 
Fowey,  Falmouth,  and  St.  Mawes,  Polperro,  and 
St.  Mary’s  in  Scilly. _ 


The  facilities  for  getting  to  Shetland  which  are 
now  being  afforded  by  the  North  of  Scotland 
and  Orkney  and  Shetland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  who  are  to  run  four  or  five  boats  a 
week  direct,  will  doubtless  make  the  “  Ultima 
Thule  of  the  Ancients  ”  very  much  more  popular 
as  a  sea  trout  angling  locality  than  it  has  hitherto 
been.  With  fair  weather  the  passage  from 
Aberdeen  to  Lerwick,  Scalloway  Walls,  &c.,  will 
be  made  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 

GO.,  R  ^’’O’-orOt.ch,  B, 


THE  AASERAL  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTH 
NORWAY. 

-  By  Yorkshire.  - - 

Norway  is  truly  the  paradise  of  fishermen,  and 
for  many  years  to  come  hundreds  of  its  lakes  will 
remain  uninvaded  by  the  scientific  angler. 

Of  English  visitors  the  vast  majority  content 
themselves  with  a  visit  to  Bergen,  or  run  by  rail¬ 
way  to  Voss,  thence  by  Eide  to  Odde  and  its 
neighbourhood,  then  rush  northwards  by  Stalheim 
to  the  Sogne  Fjord,  and  then  by  the  Yalders 
route  to  Christiania.  Others  prefer  the  Nord 
Fjord  and  Trondhjem,  with  a  trip  to  Christiania 
by  the  Glommen  route,  while  a  third  class  devote 
themselves  to  “yachting”  cruises  and  a  visit  to 
the  Midnight  Sun. 

Along  all  these  routes,  except  the  last,  trout 
fishing  of  a  character  not  procurable  without  much 
trouble  and  considerable  expense  in  England,  is 
to  be  obtained  practically  free  of  charge,  while  on 
lakes  and  streams  at  distances  from  ten  to  twenty 
miles  from  these  routes,  there  is  still  fair  fishing 
to  be  had  in  spite  of  a  constant  drain  upon  their 
resources  by  the  unsparing  use  of  the  otter,  the 
cross  line  and  the  net,  by  which  the  lakes  are 
harried  from  morning  to  night  to  supply  trout  for 
the  delectation  of  English  tourists  at  the  fashion¬ 
able  hotels.  The  result  of  all  this,  in  the  writer’s 
experience,  is  the  depletion  of  easily  accessible 
fishing  grounds,  and  a  considerable  reduction  of 
the  size  of  the  fish  which  remain. 

There  is,  however,  one  part  of  Norway  of  which 
tourists  and  fishermen  seem  to  have  hitherto 
fought  curiously  shy.  Deficient  though  it  is  in 
many  of  the  grander  attractions  which  make  the 
Geiranger  Fjord  and  the  Nserodal  so  unapproach¬ 
able  for  scenic  beauty,  there  are  many  valleys  in 
Southern  Norway  which  have  charms  of  their 
own.  These  valleys,  comparatively,  remote  from 
civilisation,  preserve  in  their  primitive  simplicity 
the  old  Norwegian  habits  and  customs.  The  old 
Norwegian  hospitality  it  still  exercised  there.  The 
country  dress  and  traditional  customs  are  unaf¬ 
fected,  or  are  only  just  beginning  to  give  way 
under  the  influence  of  the  external  world. 

This  condition  of  things  is  attributable  in  a 
large  degree  to  the  fact  that  the  means  of 
communication  have  been  difficult.  The 
roads  are  in  many  cases  culs-de  sac,  or  ter¬ 
minate  in  wretched  parish  roads  or  mountain 
paths,  only  accessible  for  the  hardy  Norwegian 
pony,  or  the  tourist  with  brawny  shoulders  and 
muscular  legs,  who  is  not  indisposed  to  take  his 
rest  on  a  pillow  of  heather  in  a  mountain  smter,  or 
perchance  with  nothing  but  the  shelter  of  a 
mighty  rock  and  the  glow  of  a  pinewood  fire  to 
temper  the  piercing  cold  of  the  night. 

The  enterprise  of  the  Norwegians,  however,  is 
being  gradually  stimulated  to  the  opening  up  of 
these  sequestered  dales,  and  the  writer  has  been 
tempted  to  indulge  in  these  lucubrations  by  the 
news  that  one  of  his  old  fishing  quarters  is  this 
year  to  be  invaded  with  facilities  for  the  modern 
tourist,  and  though  he  has  been  hitherto  selfish 
enough  to  give  no  publicity  to  his  favourite 
haunts,  it  would  seem  right  now,  at  any  rate,  to 
let  those  of  your  readers  who  are  not  gifted  with 
the  brawny  shoulders  and  muscular  legs  afore¬ 
said,  into  the  secret  that  the  asperities  of  road 
and  climate  have  in  one  instance,  at  least,  been 
tempered  by  the  advent  of  more  modern  conveni¬ 
ences.  The  district  alluded  to  is  the  Mandal 
Valley.  Situated  almost  at  the  extreme  southern 
point  of  the  country  lies  the  town  of  Mandal, 
ensconced  behind  a  barrier  of  islands  which  com¬ 
bined  form  its  port  of  Eleven,  literally  “  the  cliffs.” 
Messrs.  Wilson’s  magnificent  passenger  steamers 
never  call  there,  but  the  tall,  white  beacon  off 
the  port  is  usually  the  first  glimpse  of  Norway 
obtained  from  the  Christiania  boat.  As  a  rule, 
the  passenger  lands  at  Christiansand,  visits  the 
Ravnedal,  gets  lunch  at  Ernst’s  Hotel,  and  incon¬ 
tinently  leaves  much  behind  him  that  is  worthy 
of  further  examination,  and  amongst  other  things, 
the  Mandal  Valley. 

From  Christiansand,  the  valley  is  accessible 
by  two  or  three  routes,  one  a  drive  by  the  new 
road  from  Christiansand  to  Oslebo,  the  other 
by  one  of  the  local  steamers  from  Christiansand 
to  Eleven  thence  northward  by  the  Government 
road. 

Personally  speaking  the  driye  is  to  be  preferred. 
It  runs  through  a  very  interesting  country, 
though  the  road  i3  not  equal  to  the  magnificent 
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Government  highways  it  is  still  very  fairly  passable 
the  whole  way.  Oslebo,  it  should  be  remarked, 
is  on  the  direct  road  up  the  Mandal  Valley. 

A  third  route  branches  off  near  Grebstad,  just 
before  the  crossing  of  the  Sogne  Elv,  and  runs  in 
a  north-westerly  direction  up  the  valley  of  that 
rivqp  and  the  Gumpedal.  From  Underaasen  to 
Gumpen,  and  indeed  a  little  further,  is  a  tolerably 
steep  climb  through,  however,  an  exceedingly 
pretty  glen.  Thence  a  long  stretch  of  level  road 
takes  us  over  the  watershed,  and  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Lidvand  is  obtained  just  before  the 
descent  begins.  From  Brandsvold  the  better  road 
leads  due  west,  and  joins  the  Mandal-road,  a  little 
above  the  station  of  Lovdal,  but  the  most  direct 
road  leads  to  Nses,  situated  on  a  large  lake-like 
expansion  of  the  Mandal  river.  A  primitive  ferry 
transports  the  carriole  and  horses  across  a  narrow 
neck  in  the  lake,  and  the  fisherman’s  eyes  will  no 
doubt  be  gladdened  by  the  rings  of  innumerable 
trout  not,  however,  of  any  astounding  size. 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  that  if  the 
traveller  takes  the  steamer  route  to  Mandal,  he 
has  a  good  and  straight  Government  road,  leading 
due  north  the  whole  way. 

At  Nms  the  routes  all  unite,  and  a  little  farther 
north  at  Trygsland,  a  comfortable  hotel  has  been 
established,  where  visitors  may  pass  the  night 
and  divide  what  would  be  otherwise  a.  long 
journey.  The  total  distance  from  this  point  to 
Mandal  is  about  forty-five  kilometres  in  addition 
to  the  steamer  voyage  from  Christiansand,  via 
Grebstad  and  Oslebo,  the  distance  from  Chris¬ 
tiansand  will  not  exceed  about  fifty-three  or  fifty- 
five  kilometres,  while  via  Grebstad  and  Vatnelid 
the  distance  would  probably  be  not  more  than 
forty-five  kilometres.  Any  of  these,  however,  will 
form  a  comfortable  day’s  travel.  An  early  start 
is  necessary  for  the  rest  of  the  journey,  which 
lies  through  the  magnificent  Mandal  valley  to 
Aaseral,  and  then  by  the  Logna  Elv  to  Logna 
Vand. 

For  about  seven  kilometres  before  arriving  at 
Aaseral  the  road  runs  close  to  the  shore  of  the 
Oren  Vand,  and  a  good  view  is  obtained  of  the 
Skjerkefos  a  cataract,  a  couple  of  hundred  yards 
long,  which  seems  to  emerge  from  the  heart  of 
the  mountain,  runs  down  a  smooth  inclined  face  of 
solid  rock,  and  then  with  a  sudden  twist  falls  into 
the  lake. 

At  Aaseral  some  accommodation  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  Enud  Jonsens’,  the  keeper  of  the  skyds 
station. 

A  good  many  years  ago,  when  the  writer  first 
made  acquaintance  with  this  part  of  the  world, 
he  stayed  there  with  some  of  his  friends  for  about 
a  fortnight,  at  an  average  cost,,  including  meals 
and  everything  else,  for  something  like  two  shil¬ 
lings  a  day.  These  times,  however,  are  past, 
but  anyone  desirous  of  easy  fishing  and  cheap 
living  cannot  do  better  than  fix  his  quarters  here, 
temporarily  at  any  rate. 

The  best  part  of  the  lake  lies  opposite  the  farm 
of  Fiskland,  and  occasionally  good  fishing  can  be 
obtained  at  the  point  where  the  Skjerka  river 
enters  the  lake. 

Close  by  the  station  the  Logna  river  comes 
thundering  underneath  the  bridge  on  its  way  to 
the  lake,  while  a  very  short  distance  away  the 
Bredland  pours  its  waters  down  a  series  of  steep 
cataracts,  and  joins  its  sister  river  before  forming 
the  Oren  Vand,  which  is  the  true  source  of  the 
Mandal  river.  Both  these  rivers  may  be  relied 
upon  for  a  breakfast,  and  the  fish  are  remarkably 
vigorous  if  not  very  large.  On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Bredland  good  fish  are  to  be  found,  but  the 
road  thereto  is  bad  and  the  accommodation  de¬ 
cidedly  inferior. 

A  votary  of  the  art  will,  however,  be  anxious  for 
better  sport  than  these  rivers  afford,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  mounting  his  carriole  will  proceed  some  seven¬ 
teen  kilometres  further  to  the  Logna  Vand.  Here  he 
is  in  the  heart  of  the  best  fishing  the  district  affords. 
The  writer  has  just  learnt  that  an  enterprising 
company  in  Mandal  has  constructed,  and  will  ha,ve 
ready  for  opening  in  a  few  weeks,  an  hotel  with 
accommodation  for  sixty  or  seventy  persons,  under 
the  high-sounding  name  of  the  Aaseral  Tourists’ 
Hotel  and  Sanatorium.  When  the  writer  visited 
these  wilds  he  was  glad  to  find  shelter  for  the 
night  at  a  little  house  just  across  the  rickety 
bridge  which  spans  the  river  running  down  from 
Tjalddal,  but  he  was  more  than  compensated  by 
a  dish  of  trout  in  which  ono  and  two  pounders 
formed  a  fair  proportion.  It  is  understood  that 
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the  managers  of  the  hotel  are  to  be  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennecke,  who  formerly  managed  a  large  hotel  in 
Sietersdal.  They  can  speak  English,  and  are 
accustomed  to  English  ways. 

The  fisherman,  however,  who  stays  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Logua  Yand  does  not  reap 
the  real  advantages  of  the  district,  and  the  hotel 
proprietors  have  with  great  wisdom  and  foresight 
erected  two  or  three-roomed  huts  on  a  number  of 
the  more  distant  lakes,  and  havo  placed  boats 
upon  them  which  for  a  very  small  consideration 
will  be  placed  at  the  service  of  fishermen  for  two 
or  three  days  or  a  week.  This  represents  an  enor¬ 
mous  advance  in  angling  facilities. 

The  general  rule  in  South  Norway  is,  the  higher 
the  altitude  the  larger  the  fish ;  and  this  dis¬ 
trict  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  In  its  upper 
reaches  the  Logna  runs  through  a  number  of 
small  lakes,  commencing  with  the  Helder  Lake  ; 
and  some  idea  of  its  character  may  be  obtained 
from  the  fact  that,  on  one  occasion,  the  writer 
had  a  fish  on  each  fly,  and  not  one  of  them  under 
three-quarters  of  a  pound.  At  that  time  a  tent 
was  the  only  possible  accommodation.  He  has 
a  very  lively  recollection  of  one  day  in  particular, 
when  fifty-one  fish  weighing  491b.  were  the  results 
to  himself  and  a  companion  of  a  few  hours  in  this 
district,  and  this  was  exclusive  of  a  number  of 
fish  which,  being  under  10oz.,  they  did  not  consider 
takeable.  On  that  day,  while  dinner  was  going 
on,  a  sturdy  Norwegian,  the  owner  of  the  Helder 
Farm,  entered  into  conversation  with  them.  He 
was  shown  the  basket  and  was  anxious  to  know 
by  what  means  this  phenomenal  success  had  been 
achieved.  He  examined  carefully  our  flies,  which 
were  the  usual  Loch  Leven  size,  and  then  gravely 
produced  from  his  pocket  an  enormous  fly  of  his 
own  construction.  This  curious  combination, 
which  seemed  to  be  more  fit  for  a  601b.  salmon 
than  2lb.  trout,  he  pronounced  to  be  the  proper 
thing  for  the  district,  and  suggested,  rather  than 
expressed,  his  incredulity  at  our  achievement,  and 
requested  a  privateperformance for  his  own  benefit. 
The  writer  had  not  disencumbered  himself  of  his 
waders,  and  proceeded  forthwith  to  show  him  how 
the  trick  was  done.  Walking  into  the  river,  a  few 
yards  from  the  tent,  the  third  cast  produced  a 
nice  ^lb.  fish.  The  Norwegian  was  all  excite¬ 
ment,  and  asked  afterwards  why  the  fish  was  not 
brought  out  of  the  water  with  a  jerk  and  swung 
on  the  ground  behind.  We  explained  to  him  the 
undesirability  of  adopting  this  crane-and-cable 
mode  of  fishing,  and  initiated  him  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  proper  use  of  the  landing-net. 
In  the  result  another  essay  was  requested.  This 
venture  produced  a  fish  weighing  ljlb.,  and  a 
third  venture  resulted  in  a  two-pounder.  All  the 
Norwegian’s  doubts  fled,  and  we  left  him  a  firm 
convert  to  the  use  of  English  flies.  His  joy  was 
made  full  by  the  gift  of  two  or  three  from  our 
fly-books. 

The  writer  is  informed  that  the  right  of  fishing 
on  several  lakes  has  been  obtained  for  the  hotel 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  a  chain  of  lakes 
on  the  Logna  already  referred  to,  the  Tj  aid  dal 
Lake  on  the  river  of  the  same  name,  and  one  or 
two  lakes  farther  westward,  which  the  writer 
believes  may  be  relied  on  for  good  fish. 

A  word,  perhaps,  maybe  desired  as  to  the  hotel 
charges.  The  writer  has  sent  for  some  particu¬ 
lars  of  these  matters,  and  for  anything  beyond  a 
very  short  stay  it  is  probable  that  the  charges 
will  not  exceed  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
day  for  three  good  meals  and  a  bed,  a  rate  which 
cannot  be  considered  exorbitant.  A  smoke-room 
and  a  dining-room  are  to  be  provided,  and  hence¬ 
forth  there  will  be  no  necessity  on  expeditions 
such  as  these  that  the  ,!  better-lialf  ”  should  be 
left  behind. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  add  that,  in  addition  to  the 
lakes  mentioned,  good  sport  and  heavy  fish  may 
be  obtained  by  anybody  who  does  not  mind  carry¬ 
ing  a  light  tent  or  sleeping  in  a  mountain  sceter 
a  day’s  journey  away  from  the  hotel. 

It  is  surprising  at  first  to  find  in  how  many 
instances  there  is  some  one  in  a  remote  country 
village  who  speaks  Euglish,  but  the  mystery  is 
explained  when  one  learns  how  many  Norwegians 
pass  a  few  years  as  sailors  in  vessels  trading  to 
America  before  settling  down  to  the  family  farm. 
The  result  is  fortunate,  however,  as  the  most 
Britannic  of  fishermen  will  always  find  a  guide  and 
boatman,  usually  with  a  distinctly  American  accent, 
who  for  a  very  small  sum  will  take  him  to  the 
remoter  lakes  and  attend  to  his  wants. 
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On  the  return  the  route  may  be  agreeably  varied 
by  riding  or  walking  over  the  mountains  about  a 
day’s  journey  westward  on  to  Smtersdal,  near 
Bygland,  and  then  either  ascending  to  the  head  of 
the  valley,  and  thence  by  the  mountain  road  into 
Thelemarken,  or  turning  southward  and  travelling 
by  the  post  road  and  the  little  steamer  on  the 
Kile  Fjord  and  theTorrisdals  Elvto  Christiansand. 
By  the  former  route  the  traveller  may  proceed 
either  via  the  Haukelid  route  to  Odde,  or  by 
Striengen  and  Hitterdal  to  Christiania. 

An  excellent  road  map  of  the  district  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  C.  R.  Berges,  Boghandel,  Christiansand, 
under  the  title  of  “Kart  over  veie  i  Kristianssand’s 
Opland,”  at  the  price  of  sixty  ore,  or  about  eight- 
pence  in  English  money. 

The  difficulties  which  formerly  existed  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  suitable  provisions,  and  the 
necessity  of  carrying  them  from  England,  are 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  for  some  years,  at 
any  rate,  this  district  will  form  a  cheap,  healthy, 
and  comfortable  locality  for  the  exercise  of  a 
fascinating  pastime. 


AN  “UNCOMMON”  TROUT. 

To  all  who  have  not  read  it,  we  recommend 
that  entertaining  book  by  Jerome  Iv.  Jerome, 
“  Three  Men  in  a  Boat.”  Here  is  a  specimen  from 
it:— 

“  George  and  I,  therefore,  and  the  dog,  left  to 
ourselves,  went  for  a  walk  to  Wallingford  on  the 
second  evening,  and,  coming  home,  we  called  in 
at  a  little  riverside  inn,  for  a  rest,  and  other 
things. 

“  We  went  into  the  parlour  and  sat  down. 
There  was  an  old  fellow  there,  smoking  a  long 
clay  pipe,  and  we  naturally  began  chatting. 

“  He  told  us  that  it  had  been  a  fine  day  to-day, 
and  we  told  him  that  it  had  been  a  fine  day 
yesterday,  and  then  we  all  told  each  other  that 
we  thought  it  would  be  a  fine  day  to-morrow ; 
and  George  said  the  crops  seemed  to  be  coming 
up  nicely. 

“After  that  it  came  out,  somehow  or  other, 
that  we  were  strangers  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
that  we  wrere  going  away  the  next  morning. 

“  Then  a  pause  ensued  in  the  conversation, 
during  which  our  eyes  wandered  round  the  room. 
They  finally  rested  upon  a  dusty  old  glass  case, 
fixed  very  high  up  above  the  chimney-piece,  and 
containing  a  trout.  It  rather  fascinated  me,  that 
trout ;  it  was  such  a  monstrous  fisb.  In  fact,  at 
first  glance,  I  thought  it  was  a  cod. 

“  ‘  Ah  !  ’  said  the  old  gentleman,  following  the 
direction  of  my  gaze,  fine  ‘fellow  that,  ain’t 
he  ?  ’ 

“  ‘  Quite  uncommon,’  I  murmured.  And  George 
asked  the  old  man  how  much  he  thought  it 
weighed. 

“  ‘  Eighteen  pounds  six  ounces,’  said  our  friend, 
rising  and  taking  down  his  coat.  ‘  Yes,’  he  con¬ 
tinued,  ‘it  wur  sixteen  years  ago  come  the  third  o’ 
next  month  that  I  landed  him.  I  caught  him  just 
below  the  bridge  with  a  minnow.  They  told  me  he 
wur  in  the  river  ;  and  I  said  I’d  have  him,  and  so 
I  did.  You  don’t  see  many  fish  that  size  about  here 
now,  I’m  thinking.  Good-niglxt,  gentlemen  —good¬ 
night.’ 

“  And  out  he  went,  and  left  us  alone. 

“  We  could  not  take  our  eyes  off  the  fish  after 
that.  It  really  was  a  remarkably  fine  fish.  We 
were  still  looking  at  it,  when  the  local  carrier, 
who  had  just  stopped  at  the  inn,  came  to  the  door 
of  the  room  with  a  pot  of  beer  in  his  hand,  and  he 
also  looked  at  the  fish. 

“  ‘  Good-sized  trout,  that,’  said  George,  turning 
round  to  him. 

“  ‘  Ah  !  you  may  well  say  that,  sir,’  replied  the 
man.  And  then,  after  a  pull  at  his  beer,  he  added  : 
‘  Maybe  you  wasn’t  here,  sir,  when  that  fish  was 
caught  ?  ’ 

“  ‘  No,’  we  told  him.  ‘  We  were  strangers  in 
the  neighbourhood.’ 

“  ‘  Ah  !  ’  said  the  carrier ;  ‘  then,  of  course,  how 
should  you  ?  It  was  nearly  five  years  ago  that  I 
caught  that  trout.’ 

“  ‘  Oh,  was  it  you  who  caught  it  then  ?  ’ 
said  I. 

“  ‘  Yes,  sir,’  replied  the  genial  old  fellow.  ‘  I 
caught  him  just  below  the  lock — leastways,  what 
was  the  lock  then — one  Friday  afternoon  ;  and 
the  remarkable  thing  about  it  is  that  I  caught 
him  with  a  fly.  I’d  gone  out  pike  fishing,  bless 
you,  never  thinking  of  a  trout,  and  when  I  saw 
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that  whopper  on  the  end  of  my  line,  blest  if  it 
didn’t  quito  take  me  aback.  Well,  you  see,  he 
weighed  261b.  Good  night,  gentlemen,  good¬ 
night.’ 

“  Five  minutes  afterwards,  a  third  man  came  in, 
and  described  how  he  had  caught  it  early  one 
morning,  with  bleak  ;  and  then  he  left,  and  a  stolid 
solemn-looking,  middle-aged  individual  came  in, 
and  sat  down  over  by  the  window. 

“None  of  us  spoke  for  a  while,  but  at  length 
George  turned  to  the  new-comer,  and  said  : — 

“‘I  beg  your  pardon,  I  hope  you  will  forgive- 
the  liberty  that  we — perfect  strangers  in  the. 
neighbourhood— are  taking,  but  my  friend  and  my- 
self  would  be  so  much  obliged  if  you  would  tell  us 
how  you  caught  that  trout  up  there.’ 

“  ‘  Why,  who  told  you  I  caught  that  trout  ?  ’  wast 
the  surprised  query. 

“  We  said  that  nobody  had  told  us  so ;  but 
somehow  or  another  we  felt  instinctively  that  it 
was  he  who  had  done  it. 

“  ‘  Well,  it’s  a  most  remarkable  thing— most^. 
remarkable,’  answered  the  stolid  stranger,  laugh¬ 
ing  ;  ‘  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  are  quite 
right.  I  did  catch  it.  But  fancy  your  guessing 
it  like  that.  Dear  me,  it’s  really  a  most  remark¬ 
able  thing  !  ’ 

“  And  then  he  went  on,  and  told  us  how  it  had 
taken  him  half-an-hour  to  land  it,  and  how  it  had 
broken  his  rod.  He  said  he  had  weighed  it  care-  . 
fully  when  he  reached  home,  and  it  had  turned 
the  scale  at  341b.  : 

“  He  went,  in  his  turn  ;  and  when  he  was  gone 
the  landlord  came  in  to  us.  We  told  him  the 
various  histories  we  had  heard  about  his  trout, 
and  he  was  immensely  amused,  and  we  all  laughed 
very  heartily. 

“‘Fancy  Jim  Bates  and  Joe  Muggles  and  Mr^ 
Jones  and  old  Billy  Maunders,  all  telling  you  that, 
they  had  caught  it.  Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  Well,  that  is 
good  !  ’  said  the  honest  old  fellow,  laughing  heartily. 

‘  Yes,  they  are  the  sort  to  give  it  to  me,  to  put  up 
in  my  parlour,  if  they  had  caught  it,  they  are ! 
Ha !  ha  !  ha  !  ’  -  , 

“And  then  he  told  us  the  real  history  of  the 
fish.  It  seemed  that  he  had  caught  it  himself,- 
years  ago,  when  he  was  quite  a  lad  ;  not  by  any 
art  or  skill,  but  by  that  unaccountable  luck  that 
appears  to  always  wait  upon  a  boy  when  he  plays 
the  wag  from  school,  and  goes  out  fishing  on  a 
sunny  afternoon,  with  a  bit  of  string  tied  on  to 
the  end  of  a  tree. 

“  He  said  that  bringing  home  that  trout  had 
saved  him  from  a  whacking,  and  that  even  his 
schoolmaster  had  said  it  was  -worth  the  rule  of 
three  and  practice  put  together. 

“  He  was  called  out  of  the  room  at  this  point, 
and  George  and  I  again  turned  our  gaze  upon  the 
fish. 

“It  really  was  a  most  astonishing  trout.  The 
more  we  looked  at  it,  the  more  we  marvelled  at 
it.  It  excited  George  so  much  that  he  climbed 
up  on  the  back  of  a  chair  to  get  a  better  view  of  it. 

“  And  then  the  chair  slipped,  and  George 
clutched  wildly  at  the  trout-case  to  save  himself, 
and  down  it  came  with  a  crash,  George  and  the 
chair  on  top  of  it. 

“  ‘  You  haven’t  injured  the  fish,  have  you  ?  ’  I 
cried,  in  alarm,  rushing  up. 

“  ‘  I  hope  not,’  said  George,  rising  cautiously-, 
and  looking  about. 

“  But  he  had.  That  trout  lay  shattered  into  a 
thousand  fragments — I  say  a  thousand,  but  they 
may  have  only  been  nine  hundred.  I  did  not 
count  them. 

“  We  thought  it  strange  and  unaccountable  that 
a  stuffed  trout  should  break  up  into  little  pieces 
like  that. 

“  And  so  it  would  have  been  strange  and  un¬ 
accountable  if  it  had  been  a  stuffed  trout — but  it 
was  not. 

“That  trout  was  plaster  of  Paris.” 


A  miraculous  draught  of  fish  h?.s,  during  the 
past  week,  been  taken  from  the  waters  of  Glen 
Tana,  where  one  of  Sir  William  Brooks’s  guests 
had  fifteen  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  Monday  last ; 
from  the  Cambus  O’May  water,  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Callander  and  party  have  fished  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  salmon  since  the  first  of  Merry 
May  ;  and  from  all  the  other  beats  right  on  to  the 
Wells  of  Dee  almost.  The  middle  and  lower 
reaches  are  doing  next  to  nothing.  It  is  a  famine 
1  at  one  end,  and  a  feast  at  the  other, 
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The  May-fly  is  up  in  Hampshire,  and  the  fish 
are  taking  it  well.  There  was  a  lot  of  fly  on 
Tuesday  on  the  Itchen,  and  the  trout  took 
splendidly  on  Wednesday. 

Much  regret  is  felt  at  the  long  and  serious  ill¬ 
ness  of  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of  Manchester,  and  the 
speedy  retnrn  to  health  of  this  popular  sportsman 
is  earnestly  hoped  for. 

An  old  subscriber  aeki  us  if  we  can  ascertain 
for  him  the  name  of  the  maker  of  a  tackle  case, 
registered  No.  89,833.  Will  the  maker  please 
communicate  with  us  ? 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang  writes  with  reference  to  his 
article  last  week  :  “The  printers  put  mea  for  sua. 
I  wonder  why  ?  ”  So  do  we,  but  we  imagine  it  is 
only  their  fun.  The  other  day  they  made  it  appear 
as  if  we  bad  written  “  a  parentheses.”  They  send 
proofs  to  be  corrected,  and  then  ignore  the  correc¬ 
tions.  How  long  shall  we  stand  it?  We  don’t 
know  ;  and  can  only  say  with  Gray — 

“Alas!  regardless  of  their  doom, 

Tho  little  victims  play  ; 

No  senso  have  they  of  ills  to  come, 

Nor  care  beyond  to  day.” 

We  wish  to  inform  our  river  reporters  and  others 
that  to  call  trout  “  spotted  beauties,”  or  “  aqueous 
daisies,”  or  “  dappled  denizens  of  the  deep  ”  is 
exasperating  beyond  conception. 

When  in  Nottingham  last  week,  our  representa¬ 
tive  called  upon  Mr.  J.  Theaker,  to  ask  about  the 
chances  for  a  day’s  sport  in  the  Trent,  and  during 
the  conversation  the  question  of  silk  lines  cropped 
up.  We  advise  our  readers  who  fish  fine  and  far 
off,  to  place  themselves  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Theaker,  if  they  want  a  suitable  line.  He  is 
a  manufacturer,  and  being  an  angler  knows  just 
what  is  wanted.  Fancy  one  hundred  yards  of 
really  good  plaited  silk  line  for  one  shilling  and 
sixpence.  . 

P  FisniNG  and  Photography. — Mr.  Vevers,  photo¬ 
grapher,  of  Leeds,  sends  us  a  little  work  for 
amateurs,  entitled  “Practical  Amateur  Photo¬ 
graphy,”  and  a -list  of  photographic  essentials 
which  he  keeps  in  stock.  With  regard  to  the 
latter,  he  seems  to  keep  everything  which  the 
photographer,  whether  amateur  or  professional, 
can  possibly  require,  and  the  prices  are  moderate, 
especially  for  printing  from  amateur’s  negatives 
and  for  enlargements.  What  we  are  in  the  habit 
nf  paying  a  guinea  for  appears  to  be  done  by  Mr. 
Yevers  for  about  half  that  sum.  With  regard  to 
the  hand-book,  it  is  not,  as  are  so  many  little 
works  of  the  kind,  published  by  dealers,  no  better 
than  a  puff  of  their  particular  specialities.  It  is 
entirely  free  from  anything  in  the  nature  of  adver¬ 
tisement,  and  contains  in  the  short  space  of  sixty- 
two  pages  as  much  useful  information  as  could  be 
possibly  crammed  into  them.  At  the  same  time, 
by  touching  on  a  great  variety  of  different  subjects, 
Mr.  Yevers  has  not  been  able  to  give  sufficient 
space  to  development,  which  is  the  great  stumbling- 
block  with  beginners  ;  and  we  note  that  while  the 
Pizzighelli  platina  paper  is  described  at  length, 
the  very  important  and  widely  used  processes  of 
the  Platinotype  Company  are  merely  mentioned 
There  are  no  more  beautiful  photographs  than 
those  printed  on  the  paper  j  manufactured  by 
the  company.  _ 

Mr.  Robert  Henderson  writes Ewell, 
Surrey,  May  29,  1891.  Sir, — You  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  clauses  in  the  Metropolis  Water 
Supply  Bill  affecting  Surrey,  have  been  thrown  out 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  this  afternoor. 
Yours  truly,  Robert  Henderson,  per  A.  D.”  So 
another  attempt  to  steal  water  from  the  Wandle 
has  been  defeated. 


Mr.  C.  H.  Jopp,  of  Aberdeen,  sends  us  this 
letter,  describing  a  fine  bit  of  sport  “Inverdon, 
Bridge  of  Don,  Aberdeen,  June  1,  1891.  My  dear 
Jopp, — I  had  a  capital  afternoon  at  Grandholm  on 
Saturday.  I  was  determined  to  get  hold  of  one 
of  those  big  cannibals  that  I  knew  were  there, 
though  I  had  not  seen  them.  I  got  a  dozen  and 
a-half  trout  minnows  from  Garden,  kept  a  dozen 


alive  in  a  bottle,  and  half-a-dozen  I  killed  for 
immediate  use,  and  got  to  the  upper  water  by 
three  o’clock.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  I 
fished  a  couple  of  hours  with  little  success,  when 
I  hooked  and  ran  and  landed,  after  a  rare  struggle, 
a  model  trout  of  exactly  41b.  This  was  followed 
by  one  or  two  good  ones  of  about  fib.  Shortly 
before  I  determined  to  stop  to  catch  the  evening 
train,  1  hooked  another  big  fellow,  well  on  to 
forty  yardsacross  the  “  row  heed  ”  of  the  nameless 
pool  below  the  Dun  Cow.  After  a  no  less  exciting 
run  of  a  minute  or  two,  I  got  him— 3^  lb.  He  was 
shortly  afterwards  followed  by  a  two-pounder, 
and,  at  the  last  minute  of  my  time,  by  a  smaller 
one  of  lib.  I  may  just  tell  you  that  I  fished  the 
regular  and  well-known  streams  without  much 
success.  The  fish  I  got,  I  got  in  out-of-the-way 
unlikely  spots,  and  as  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
ordinary  casts  as  I  could.  My  basket,  I  mean  my 
trout,  numbered  one  dozen  and  weighed  16|lb., 
not  so  lad  for  poor  old  dammed,  poached,  and 
polluted  Don.  Hey !  Come  thou  and  do  like¬ 
wise. — Yours  ever,  Andrew  Murray.” 


Lately  some  remarkably  fine  large  trout  have 
been  caught  on  Loch  Tummel. 


The  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  taken  the  cake  for 
salmon  scores  this  spring.  Last  week  one  gentle¬ 
man  had  fifteen  fish  one  day,  and  another  thirteen. 


About  three  weeks  ago  the  Lochy-Spean  anglers 
averaged  four  fish  a  day,  mostly  large  fish,  for  a 
week  on  end.  Lord  Abinger,  the  proprietor,  was 
very  successful.  One  day  his  lordship  had  four 
fish,  averaging  22lb.,  one  301b.  Not  much  has 
been  done  lately  in  consequence  of  tho  water 
having  become  very  low.  An  angler,  fishing  the 
river,  writes  :  “  I  trust  we  may  soon  have  a  little 
fresh,  as  there  are  some  very  fine  fish  about.” 


On  the  Grandholm  water  of  the  Don,  Mr. 
Andrew  Murray,  of  Inverdon,  made  a  basket  of 
twelve  grand  trout  last  Saturday  afternoon.  The 
two  best  fish  weighed  41b.  and  3|lb. 


Poaching  on  the  Aberdeenshire  trout  and  sal¬ 
mon  streams  having  become  so  desperate,  it  is 
rumoured  that  a  Fishery  Protection  and  Improve¬ 
ment  Association  of  an  influential  character,  com¬ 
posed  of  gentlemen  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Aberdeen  and  the  county  cf  Banff,  will  be  or¬ 
ganised  before  long.  _ 

Dr  Ronaldson  and  Mr.  Gordon,  Edinburgh,  have 
been  getting  “woppers  ”  of  trout  on  Loch  Tummel. 


Salmon  netters  almost  everywhere  are  still 
complaining  about  the  great  scarcity  of  sea  trout. 


The  present  is  the  best  time  of  all  for  par  and 
minnow  fishing  in  the  evening  for  the  large  trout 
ofDeveron,  Don,  Ythan,  and  Findhorn. 


Mr.  D.  Macdonald,  late  of  the  Argyll  Hotel, 
Oban,  has  taken  over  Taynuilt  Hotel,  with  the 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  angling  on  the 
River  Awe. 


The  trout  in  a  good  many  of  the  Sutherland 
Lochs  are  getting  into  good  condition. 


North  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  the  four  best 
trouting  lochs  for  game,  large  pink-fleshed  trout 
are  :  Sletill,  Craggie,  Scye,  and  Na  Shallag. 

The  show  of  grilse  along  the  Scottish  coast  has 
become  much  more  decided  since  last  week. 


The  news  of  the  death  of  Lord  Arbuthnott  was 
received  with  much  regret  on  Deeside,  where  his 
Lordship  was  well  known,  he  having  at  various 
times  been  lessee  of  fishings  on  the  Dee.  The  last 
water  he  rented  was  the  Ballogie  section,  some 
six  or  seven  years  ago  ;  and  at  that  time  his  Lord- 
ship  had  a  very  bad  turn,  being  laid  up  for 
several  weeks  at  the  Gordon  Arms,  where  he  was 
tenderly  nursed  by  his  brother,  assisted,  of  course, 
by  the  good  hostess,  Mrs.  Robertson,  and  her 
si  iter,  Miss  Campbell. 


The  outlying  districts  all  over  Shetland  and 
Orkney  are  now  being  connected  by  telegraph. 
The  officials  are  pushing  forward  the  work.  The 
new  mail  service  has  come  into  operation, 


It  is  not  often  that  anglers  complain  of  getting 
too  many  fish  ;  still,  it  seems,  some  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  Ballater  reaches  of  the  Dee  have  been 
seriously  speaking  of  giving  it  up  for  a  while 
until  the  fish  get  less  plentiful.  No  matter  how, 
or  with  what  they  fish,  the  salmon  are  sure  to  be 
on  the  spot,  as  the  extraordinary  “  takes  ”  of  the 
last  few  weeks  amply  testify. 


An  Angler  Drowned  in  the  Dee. — A  most 
melancholy  accident  occurred  to  a  young  officer  of 
the  Queen’s  Guard  of  Honour,  stationed  at 
Ballater,  on  Thursday  last  week,  in  the  Royal 
waters  near  Balmoral,  on  the  Birkhall  section, 
whereby  Lieutenant  Barrett,  of  the  1st  Battalion 
Royal  Scots,  lost  his  life  while  salmon  fishing — a 
circumstance  without  parallel  in  the  annals  of 
Dee  anglers.  The  facts  in  connection  with  the 
sad  accident,  so  far  as  are  known,  are  as  follows  : — 
About  twelve  noon,  on  Thursday,  the  unfortunate 
gentleman  proceeded  to  the  Birkhall  water  for  an 
afternoon’s  salmon  fishing — this  fine  stretch  of  the 
river  being  always  at  the  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  Guard,  and  along  with  the  Abergeldie  and 
Balmoral  sections  forms  the  Royal  waters  attached 
to  Balmoral  Castle.  Later  in  the  day  Major 
Willoughby  and  Lieutenant  Forbes  passed  him, 
and  commenced  fishing  some  distance  farther  up 
the  river,  and  opposite  the  farm  of  Bridgend,  some 
three  miles  from  Ballater,  and  four  or  five  below 
Balmoral  Castle.  About  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  one  of  the  officers  above-named  observed  that 
Lieutenant  Barrett  had  hooked  a  fish,  and  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  along  with  his  companion  to 
his  assistance.  Having  had  to  pass  through  part 
of  a  plantation,  they  lost  sight  of  the  Lieutenant 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  on  coming  to  the  spot 
where  he  should  have  been  they  found  he  had 
disappeared.  Never  for  a  moment  suspeotiDg  any 
harm  had  come  to  their  friend,  they  gave  a  look 
through  the  plantation,  and  then  supposing  he  had 
gone  to  some  of  the  pools  lower  down,  they  went 
home.  As  several  hours  passed  without  any 
signs  of  him  turning  up,  they  got  anxious,  and 
several  parties  started  to  search  the  river,  the 
only  result  being  that  his  basket  was  found  at  the 
point  where  he  had  disappeared.  The  search 
was  kept  up  till  two  a.m.  with  the  aid  of  lanterns 
and  resumed  again  at  four  a.m.  About  seven 
o’clock  on  Friday  morning  the  body  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  Major  Willoughby,  lying  in  very  deep 
water  in  a  part  of  the  river  known  as  the  Long 
Pool,  and  about  one  and  a-half  miles  from  where 
he  was  last  seen.  The  body  was  examined  by  Dr. 
Mitchell,  of  Ballater,  who  gave  his  opinion  that 
the  unfortunate  gentleman  had  slipped  his  foot 
and  fallen  forward  into  the  river,  striking  his 
head  heavily  against  a  stone  which  had  probably 
stunned  him.  This  theory  is  all  the  more  pro¬ 
bable  as  there  was  a  deep  cut  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  long  on  his  temple,  also  as  the  place 
where  he  is  supposed  to  have  stumbled  or  fallen 
in  is  only  three  feet  deep  although  very  rugged 
and  with  a  strong  current  running.  The  sad 
affair  cast  quite  a  gloom  all  along  the  valley — 
such  an  occurrence  not  being  within  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  oldest  angler.  The  deceased  was  a 
great  favourite  with  the  soldiers  and  was  only 
twenty-nine  years  of  age.  On  Saturday  morning 
the  Procurator-Fiscal  for  Aberdeenshire,  held  an 
inquiry  (or  inquest)  at  Ballater,  into  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Barrett,  but  nothing  new  was  elicited.  On  Mon¬ 
day  forenoon  the  funeral  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
took  place,  in  presence  of  the  Queen,  Prince  and 
Princess  Henry  of  Battenberg,  and  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Hesse.  At  eleven  o’clock  the  Queen 
drove  to  the  barracks  in  an  open  carriage,  and  Mr. 
Barrett,  brother  of  the  deceased,  was  presented  to 
her.  After  expressing  her  sympathy  with  him, 
Her  Majesty  handed  Mr.  Barrett  a  beautiful 
wreath  of  immortelles,  and  requested  him  to 
place  it  on  the  coffin  for  her.  Prince  Henry  and 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  walked  in  the  proces¬ 
sion  to  the  station,  while  the  carriage  containing 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Princess  Beatrice  followed 
in  the  rear,  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  rail¬ 
way  bridge  overlooking  the  station  until  the 
special  train  had  left.  On  the  top  of  the  polished 
oak  coffin  were  the  wreath  given  by  Her  Majesty, 
the  colours  of  the  regiment,  and  the  helmet  and 
sword  of  the  deceased  Lieutenant.  The  blinds  of 
the  shops  and  houses  en  route  from  the  barracks 
to  the  station  were  drawn  and  the  flags  in  the 
burgh  floated  half-mast  high. — Deesider. 


June  6,  1801.] 


ANSWER  TO  CORRESPONDENT. 

U.  B. :  Herr  J.  Hauschildt  Hohenwestedt,  Hol- 
steiD,  supplies  small  live  carp,  tench,  goldorfe, 
and  golden  tench,  for  stocking  waters. 
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Comspontrme 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

Sir,  Will  you  allow  us  to  inform  your  readers 
that  our  business  is  strictly  a  wholesale  one,  and 
that  we  cannot  attend  to  retail  orders  ?  A  refer¬ 
ence  to  our  advertisement  in  your  columns  will 
suffice  to  show  this,  and  the  information  may 
possibly  obviate  annoyance  to  your  readers  and 
needless  trouble  to  ourselves. — Yours  faithfully, 

S.  Allcock  and  Co. 


SNIPE. 


THE  LIFE  OF  AN  ARTIFICIAL  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  there  are  very  few  anglers 
who  have  had  such  an  experience  as  Air. 
Sanderman;  it  is  something  marvellous.  I  thought 
my  record  was  good,  but  I  am  not  in  it. 

I  have  an  old  Alay-fly  in  my  book,  which  I  hope 
to  use  again  next  week.  With  it  I  killed  thirteen 
trout  last  summer,  and  it  does  not  look  much  the 
worse  for  wear.  It  is  one  of  Ogden  and  Scotford’s 
Eel  and  Fly. 

Iu  my  little  book  on  fly  fishing,  I  mention 
having  caught  au  eel  with  a  Red  Palmer.  It  was 
not  foully  hooked,  but  the  eel  picked  it  up  off  the 
bottom,  while  my  rod  was  laid  down.— Yours  truly, 
_ James  Tayler. 

GREAT  TAKE  OF  UNSEASONABLE  PIKE 
ON  SLAPTON  LEY. 

Sir,— In  answer  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Harland’s  letter 
in  your  issue  of  the  30th  ult.,  I  beg  to  state  that 
Slapton  Ley  does  not  come  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  being  the 
property  of  Sir  Lydston  Newman,  Bart.,  who  has 
fixed  the  fishing  season  as  from  1st  April  to  31st 
October. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  conversant  with 
Slapton  that  the  fish  spawn  by  the  first  or  second 
week  in  Alarch,  so  there  is  nothing  approaching 
unsportsmanlike  behaviour  *in  catching  pike,  &c., 
in  Alay.  Many  visitors  have  fished  the  Ley  for 
the  last  twenty  years  or  more,  and  I  feel  confident 
neither  they  nor  others  would  attempt  anything 
that  was  not  becoming  an  angler.  I  trust  Mr 
llarland  will  see  the  error  he  has  made.  I  might 
add  that  quite  seventy  per  cent,  of  all  fish  taken 
are  returned. 

So  far  as  the  above-mentioned  Act  is  concerned, 
it  would,  I  think,  be  beneficial  if  the  close  time 
for  some  fish— such  as  pike  and  perch— was 
altered,  \ours  faithfully,  L.  S.  Fountaine, 

President  Shepherd’s  Bush  A.  S 


Dear  Sir,— Air.  W.  H.  Turle  draws  attention 
to  a  slight  inaccuracy  in  my  Fishing  Gazette 
article  of  Alay  the  23rd.  It  would  have  been 
moro  correct  had  I  said  “  On  searching  the 
tussocks  of  grass,  Air.  Rolfe  and  I  found  some 
snipe,  nests,  with  some  eight  or  ten  unfledgec 
atomies,  scarcely  bigger  than  bumble-bees.” 

I  am  quito  aware  that  snipe  usually  lay  four 
eSos»  and  that  the  young  birds  when  hatched 
almost  immediately  leave  the  nest.  We,  in  fact, 
captured  two  or  three  of  these  little  birds  with 
our  hands,  but  carefully  replaced  them  in  the 
nest.  AY  bile  the  old  birds,  flying  near,  uttered 
sounds  or  “  calls,”  no  doubt  well  understood  by 
their  young  ones,  and  with  the  object  of  prevent¬ 
ing  their  straying  and  getting  lost  in  the  long 
8rasSi  _ _  A.  Jardine. 

AIAELOG  LAKE,  ANGLESEA. 

Sir,  To  those  readers  of  the  Gazette  who  may 
be  in  search  of  good  trout  fishing,  I  would 
recommend  the  above  place.  I  was  there  about 
the  1st  of  Alay,  and  also  the  beginning  of  this 
week,  and  had  a  very  good  sport,  with  both 
brown  and  white  trout.  The  lake  seems  to  be  full 
of  fish.  A  gentleman  who  was  staying  for  a  few 
days,  caught  forty-one  trout,  weighing  25flb. 
The  hotel,  which  is  close  to  the  lake,  is  under 
new  management  this  year,  and  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  there  is  everything  that  could  be  desired.— 
Yours,  &c.,  \y 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, —  Could  any  of  the  many  readers  of 
your  paper  kindly  inform  me  whero  I  could 
obtain  a  good  fortnight’s  trout  fishing  in  Kent, 
Sussex,  or  Hampshire?  where  to  apply  for 
licences  to  obtain  the-same  ?  also  some  of  the  flies 
generally  used  on  the  rivers  recommended  ?  I 
should. feel  more  than  grateful  for  any  such  in¬ 
formation  that  would  give  me  a  good  two  weeks 
sport. — Yours  truly,  x.  Y.  Z. 

[“  X.  Y.  Z.”  wants  what  thousands  also  want, 
and  we  fear  he  will  not  get  it  easily. — Ed.] 


AN  APPEAL  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  LATE 
MR.  BRADLAUGH’S  DAUGHTER. 

SlR.— The  accompanying  letter  has  been  written 
by  Aliss  Edna  Lyall,  who  has  some  right  to  make 
the  generous  plea  it  contains,  having  herself  given 
to  ^r-  Bradlaugh’s  daughter.  It  could  not 
be  asked  that  Aliss  Lyall  should  make  copies  of  her 
letter  for  such  papers  as  might  kindly  print  it  • 
therefore  a  fac-simile  copy  is  sent. 

Air.  Bradlaugh’s  friends  would  be  much  obliged 

if  you  could  accord  it  insertion  in  your  columns. _ 

Yours  truly,  George  Anderson. 

35a.  Great  George-street, 

Westminster,  S.W. 


THE  RIVER  LARK. 

Dear  Sir,  -I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  what  class 
of  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  River  Lark  at 
Alildenhall,  &o.,  Suffolk  ?— \rours  faithfully, 

Charles  Frankum, 
24,  Ilanover-street,  Pimlico,  S.W. 


AIARKED  SALAION  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— A.  considerable  interest  has  been  for 
some  time  felt  in  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
migratory  salmon  trout  taken  by  the  netsmen  in 
the  River  Orwell,  Suffolk,  are  marked  fish,  and  an 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  discover  the  origin 
or  place  whence  these  fish  come,  but  without 
success.  In  most  cases  the  caudal  fin  is  snipped 
off  at  one  corner,  or  a  small  square  cut  out,  both 
proving  the  special  marking. 

As  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  know  source 
of  marking,  thereby  giving  clue  to  travels  of  fish 
it  is  suggested  that  if  the  matter  is  laid  before 
your  readers,  possibly,  and  I  thiuk  probably,  some 
information  may  be  obtained,  which  is  very 
desirable.  Will  any  of  your  friends,  in  the  event 
of  their  knowing  anything  about  the  matter,  kindly 
communicate  with  me,  when  any  further  particulars 
shall  be  furnished.  I  may  add  that,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  no  marked  fish  are  turned  in  from  this 
neighbourhood. — Your?  faithfully, 

W.  C.  Edgecombe, 

Ipswich.  Hon.  Sec.  G.A.P.S. 


«  n„  T1  4  ,,  ‘‘6.College-road,  Eastbourne. 

•  ,R>  ^  learn  from  Mr.  Holyoake  that  a  fund  is  bein°' 
raised  for  redeeming  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  property,  in  order  to 
make  some  provision  for  his  only  surviving  daughter  Mrs 
Bonner,  who  at  a  time  of  great  pecuniary  embarrassment' 
sacrificed  an  her  father’s  behalf  the  life  policy  he  had 
assigned  to  her.  Hundreds  of  kindly  notices,  and  regrets 
for  the  harsh  treatment  Mr.  Bradlaugh  received,  have 
appeared  recently  in  the  newspapers ;  we  have  now  to  prove 
that  these  words  were  no  mere  empty  sentiment  to  relieve 
our  own  sense  of  discomfort,  but  genuine,  unselfish 
sympathy.  The  debts  which  Mr.  Bradlaugh  left  were  not 
selfish  debts,  for  he  lived  in  poverty,  and  till  the  last  seven 
years  had  not  been  known  to  take  so  much  as  a  week's 
holiday.  It  was  the  enormous  amount  of  litigation  forced 
upoaffim -specially  during  the  Parliamentary  struggle— 
which  involved  him  in  these  expenses,  and  had  he  lived  a 
few  years  longer  he  would  have  been  able  to  meet  them, 
borne  of  the  creditors  have  reduced  their  claims,  so  that  if 
a  sum  of  £3,000  can  now  be  raised  the  debts  could  be  settled, 
and  the  difficulty  of  Mrs.  Bonner’s  position  in  some  degree 
lessened.  The  House  of  Commons,  by  espunging  from  its 
J9urnals  the  resolution  which  refused  Mr.  Bradlaugh  the 
right  to  take  his  seat,  has  done  a  little  to  make  up  for  the 
grave  injustice  of  the  past.  But  our  individual  responsi¬ 
bility  remains.  May  we  not  make  some  slight  amends  by 
expunging  from  our  hearts  all  fear  of  being  misunderstood 
and  by  showing  justice  and  generosity  now?  Though 
writing always  on  the  Christian  side,  I  received  from  Mr 

Bradlaugh  great  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  I  feel  very 
strongly  that  many  who  regret  the  intolerance  which  had 
for  him  such  serious  results,  will  be  glad  to  find  there  still 
remains  something  that  they  may  do  in  this  matter.  If 
every  Liberal  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  sub¬ 
scribed  to  this  fund,  I  venture  to  think  it  would  be  a  bit  of 
practical  Christianity,  as  well  as  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  man 
whose  integrity  has  been  acknowledged  even  by  his 
opponents,  and  who  died  in  his  prime,  worn  out  with  toil 
yet  to  the  last  thinking  of  others’  needs. 

Subscriptions  should  be  sent  at  once  to  George  Anderson 
Esq.,  35a,  Gt.  George-street,  Westminster,  S.W.— Yours 
sincerely,  Edna  Lyall.” 


SWIVELS. 

SiR, — I  regret  extremely  having  hurt  “John 
Bickerdyke’s  ”  feelings  re  those  swivels  which  Air, 
John  Hotchkis  complained  of.  I  ought  to  have 
read  his  remarks  respecting  them  before  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  appear  in  my  price  list. 

If  properly  made,  as  the  one  enclosed,  they  are 
a  good  article  ;  but  Air.  John  Hotchkis  had  some 
which  were  made  of  German  silver  wire,  not 
steel,  tempered  as  this ;  consequently  they  were 
too  soft.  I  drew  manufacturer’s  attention  to  it 
(being  holders  of  the  “Geen”  patent  for  leads 
to  which  they  put  these  swivels),  and  also  sent 
them  Air.  John  llotchkis’s  letters,  but  they  do  not 
seem  to  see  the  advisability  of  putting  the  har¬ 
dened  steel  springs,  as  this  I  send  you.— With 
apologies  to  “John  Bickerdyke,”  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
A  our  obedient  servant,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 

THE  SALAION  PROBLEM  AGAIN. 

^IRj  last  week’s  Gazette  a  correspondent 
mentioned  having,  while  winding  up  a  small  trout 
on  the  river  Garry,  landed  a  salmon,  which  after 
making  three  distinct  darts  at  the  trout,  swallowed 
him,  the  hook  having  caught  “  halfway  down  ” 
the  salmon’s  stomach.  So  far,  so  good  ;  but  whi  t 
about  the  rest  of  the  narrative — viz.,  “  I  have 
since  learnt  there  was  no  trout  in  him  when 
opened.”  We  are  thus  landed  on  the  horns  (f 
the  same  old  dilemma,  which  is— When  a  salmon 
is  hooked,  what  becomes  of  the  contents  of  his 
stomach?  Some  say  there  are  none  after  he 
takes  to  the  fresh-water;  others,  that  probably  he 
instantly  vomits  them  (as  the  sea-gull  is  said  to 
do  when  shot  at) ;  and  others,  again,  suggest  tie 
possibility  of  some  extraordinary  rapid  process  of 
digestion.  Anyhow,  we  have  here  a  curious  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  quick  disappearance  of  what  was 
known  to  be  swallowed,  and  yet  left  no  trace 
behind  shortly  afterwards.  Shall  we  add  the 
salmon  to  the  list  of  those  things  which  Lord 
Dundreary  said,  “  No  fellah  can  understand  ? 
Yours,  &c.,  E.  E.  H. 

P.S.— A  vote  of  thanks  is  due  to  Air.  “  Templar,” 
for  the  pains  which  he  has  taken  to  instruct 
amateur  photographers  in  the  way  they  should  go 
in  making  sun-pictures. 

BLOOD  WORAIS. 

Sir,— Some  time  ago  a  Russian  correspondent 
asked  some  questions  re  the  above.  The  following 
remarks,  taken  from  a  contemporary,  may  prove 
interesting  to  him  :  — 

“The  blood  worms,  or  wrigglers,  of  which  you 
speak,  are  not  worms  at  all,  but  the  larvie  of  the 
midge  Chironomus  plumosus,  and  cannot  be  bred 
in  confinement.  The  larvae,  however,  may  be 
kept  in  captivity  until  they  develop  into  tie 
perfect  insect.  There  is  a  small  red  water  worm, 
which  is  exceedingly  gregarious,  and  which  may 
be  frequently  seen  forming  large  patches  of  red  at 
the  bottom  of  shallow  pools  and  the  like.  These 
creatures  make  vertical  burrows  in  the  mud,  and 
spend  a  great  portion  of  their  time  protruding 
their  bodies  half  way  out  of  their  holes,  and 
waving  them  to  and  fro.  I  have  seen  them  by 
thousands.  They  are  true  worms,  and  their  lile 
history  is  similar  to  that  of  their  larger  and  better 
known  relatives.  They  may  be  kept  for  a  long 
time  in  captivity  by  placing  them  in  shallow 
vessels  half  filled  with  the  mud  taken  from  their 
native  pools.  This  is  how  I  have  seen  many  a 
London  boy  carrying  them  about  in  an  old  cloth 
or  clout.  I  do  not  think  that  they  would  ever 
stand  the  scouring  process  of  earth  worms.  The 
water  above  the  mud  should  be  from  2in.  to  4in. 
in  depth — and  preserved  as  clear  and  undisturbed 
as  possible.  If  the  vessel  used  were  as  large  as 
an  ordinary  wash-tub,  and  placed  in  a  garden,  the 
worms  would  very  likely  breed  freely.  A  better 
plan,  however,  would  be  to  find  some  natural  pool 
which  is  never  likely  to  bo  dry  and  disturbed,  and 
introduce  a  good  number  of  worms  into  it.  The 
bottom  of  the  pool  must  be  of  deep  soft  mud.” 

If  your  correspondent  intends  to  use  a  small 
bunch  of  these  worms  for  dace  I  should  advise 
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him  to  leave  as  few  ends  hanging  as  possible,  or 
he  will  miss  three  fish  out  of  four.  They  require 
the  most  delicate  handling,  and  the  shank  of  the 
hook  should,  of  course,  be  as  fine  as  possible. — 
I  am,  yours,  &c.,  M.  A. 

P'S. — Personally,  I  should  prefer  to  use  them 
in  a  slightly  discoloured  to  a  gin-fine  water. 

A  CORRECTION  FROM  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  draw  your  attention  to  the  report 
for  the  Tees  in  this  district,  in  this  week’s  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  think  that  it  is  not  altogether 
correct,  and  that  it  also  contains  some  undue 
partiality  on  the  part  of  your  correspondent.  He 
says  that  Mr,  Austin  Graham  made  a  basket  of 
trout  weighing  9|lb.  between  High  Force  and  Cal¬ 
dron  Snout.  What  really  happened  was  that  a  party 
of  three  anglers  (Messrs.  A.  Graham,  R.  Scott,  and 
W.  Lockey)  went  to  spend  two  days  together  on 
High  Tees.  They  caught  amongst  them  trout 
weighing  18lb.  Of  these  Mr.  Graham  caught  at 
the  most  7Mb.,  and  the  two  others  caught  the 
rest  1041b.  In  a  case  like  this  I  think  it  cannot 
be  called  “  fair  ”  to  mention  only  one  of  the  party, 
and  then  to  exaggerate  his  share.  I  can  imagine 
the'  disappointment  of  the  two  unmentioned 
(whom  I  know  were  proud  of  their  catch)  on  read¬ 
ing  this  morning’s  Fishing  Gazette.  Please  note 
that  I  am  not  trying  to  find  fault  (of  course  it  is 
not  my  place  to  do  so),  but  my  object  is  to  bring 
it  before  your  notice. — Yours  truly, 

Reader  of  “  Gazette.” 


LOCH  TUMMEL. 

When  the  birches  put  on  their  spring  or  summer 
suits  of  clothes,  there  can  be  scarcely  any  prettier 
drive  in  Scotland  than  that  from  Pittochry,  by  the 
south  side  of  the  river  Tummel,  to  the  loch  of 
that  name,  the  narrow  road  ascending  and  de¬ 
scending  on  the  side  of  the  wooded  glen,  and 
sometimes  seemingly  in  almost  dangerous 
proximity  to  the  edge. 

About  four  miles  below  LocL  Tummel  the  river 
is  joined  by  the  Garry,  which  flows  through  the 
pass  of  Killiecrankie,  famous  for  the  battle  be¬ 
tween  the  Highlanders  and  Covenanters  in  1689, 
in  which  the  latter  were  routed ;  and  near  this 
junction  are  the  celebrated  falls  of  Tummel,  pro¬ 
bably  unequalled  in  beauty  by  any  Scottish 
cascade. 

Loch  Tummel,  which  is  about  450ft.  above  the 
sea,  nearly  three  miles  in  length,  half-a-mile  at 
its  broadest,  and  an  eighth  of  a  mile  at  its 
narrowest  part,  is  made  up  of  three  deep  basins, 
with  shallower  ridges  between  them  ;  the  greatest 
depth  of  about  120ft.  beiDg  in  the  western  basin, 
and  has  numerous  weedy  bays.  The  slopes  of 
the  hills  on  the  northern  side  are  varied,  covert 
and  cultivation  ;  on  the  south,  principally  grass 
and  heather  ;  and  at  about  six  miles  to  the  west¬ 
ward,  Shiehallion  rises  ma  jestically  to  a  height  of 
3,547ft. 

Loch  Rannocli  is  connected  by  a  river,  which 
flows  into  the  head  of  Loch  Tummel,  which  is 
somewhat  improperly  called  the  river  Tummel, 
as,  if  anything,  it  should  be  the  Rannoch.  For 
three  miles,  as  far  as  the  shooting  lodge  of  Foss, 
it  is  sluggish  and  deep  in  most  parts,  with  a 
clean  sandy  bottom,  after  wdiich  the  stream  be¬ 
gins  to  strengthen.  This  lower  reach  is  capital 
for  boating  and  bathing,  and  the  loch  is  a  most 
charming  summer  retreat,  but  houses  are  few  and 
far  between  and  generally  let.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  an  hotel,  with  boats,  on  the  north  side. 

No  one  could  accuse  Loch  Tummel  of  being  a 
good  fishing  loch  ;  like  many  lochs  holding  pike, 
the  trout  are  heavy,  and  very  stiff  risers,  but, 
as  a  rule,  when  they  do  rise  they  mean  it.  A 
good  basket  is  quite  an  event,  one  or  two  fish 
between  lib.  and  31b.  being  a  very  fair  day,  and 
if  trolling,  perhaps  a  pike  or  two  thrown  in. 

Some  years  ago,  when  there  were  such  things 
as  warm  summer  nights,  fishing  in  the  gloaming 
was  often  successful,  the  large  fish  lying  so  close 
into  the  shore  that  there  would  seem  to  be  scarcely 
water  to  cover  them.  If  ever  we  are  treated  to 
an  old  English  summer,  as  we  have  been  to  a 
winter,  this  may  again  happen. 

The  flies  generally  used  are — Claret  body  and 
grouse  wing  ;  red  body  and  teal  wing  ;  the  Sal- 
toun  (black  body,  silver  ribbed,  and  starling  wing) ; 
and  the  ubiquitous  March  Brown.  Phantom 
Minnows,  brown  or  blue,  and  natural  bait  for 
pike.  G.  W. 


At  the  time  of  writing,  the  May-fly  is  up  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  on  a  few  of  the  early  rivers  of  the  south 
of  England.  But  before  these  lines  are  in  print  I 
venture  to  say  that,  provided  no  arctic  weather 
intervenes,  we  shall  have — 

May-fly  here,  Mayfly  there, 

Mayfly,  May -fly  everywhere. 

What  is  most  to  be  dreaded  is  a  continuance  of 
this  most  enjoyable  warm  weather,  at  which  no 
doubt  thousands  are  grumbling,  altogether  forget¬ 
ful  of  their  longings  for  heat  during  the  recent 
and  not-too-soon-to  be-forgotten  cold  weather. 
Three  days  of  intense  heat  during  the  May-fly 
season  is  simply  ruinous  to  the  fly-fisher.  The 
lovelv  insects  appear  in  their .  millions,  and. the 
glutted  trout  refuse  to  look  at  the  dainty  artificial 
flies  which  are  vainly  popped  under  their  noses. 

Be  careful  to  have  some  May-flies  dressed 
small,  and  some  for  use  sunk  with  hackle  tips  for 
wings.  Also  have  a  few  Spent  Gnats.  Beware  of 
novelties — lovely  imitations  which  are  made  to 
sell  and  not  to  use.  Some  of  these  will  kill  a  fish 
or  perhaps  two,  but  they  will  not  stand  drying. 
Be  particular  about  your  casts,  for  the  best  fish  in 
the  river  feed  when  the  fly  is  up,  and  it  is  better 
to  pay  half-a-crown  for  a  cast,  and  with  it  catch 
a  five-pounder,  than  to  use  common  gut  and  lose 
the  best  fish  of  the  year.  There  is  only  one  satis¬ 
faction  about  losing  a  fish.  You  can  put  any  weight 
you  like  upon  it  without  anyone  being  a  whit  the 
wiser.  You  may  not  be  believed,  but,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  people  are  even  incredulous  about 
fish  which  have  been  most  carefully  weighed.  I 
once  told  a  true  story  to  a  man  about  a  fish.  He — 
the  man,  not  the  fish— looked  doubtingly  at  me, 
and  then,  seeing  I  was  annoyed,  clapped  me  on 
the  back,  and  cried,  “  Very  sorry,  old  chap,  but 
you  know  anglers  never  expect  to  be  believed.” 
This  same  fellow,  who  is  no  longer  a  friend  of 
mine,  once  told  a  roomful  of  people  that,  when 
out  shooting,  he  invariably  killed  twelve  snipe  out 
of  thirteen  shots,  and  that,  on  one  occasion,  he 
killed  two  snipe  which  were  crossing,  with  one 
barrel,  and  with  the  other  fired  at  a  hawk  which 
was  carrying  off  a  woodcock,  killed  both,  and  that 
the  hawk,  in  falling,  struck  and  killed  a  cock 
grouse.  Oh,  yes,  we  anglers,  mendacious  as  we 
are,  of  course  believe  what  shooters  tell  us,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  we  hear  of  hawks  flying  off  with 
woodcock  in  September,  when  we  know  that 
November  is  the  earliest  month  for  the  arrival  of 
cock  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  the  incident 
took  place.  Oh,  yes,  we  always  believe  shooters  ! 

The  brilliant  weather  we  are  having  will  cause 
many  of  those  who  have  no  May-fly  streams  at 
their  disposal  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  blue 
ocean  and  invigorating  sea  breezes,  flavoured  or 
not,  as  the  case  may  be,  wuth  a  whiff  of  sewage 
from  the  pipes,  which  at  sea-side  places  more 
often  than  not  runs  into  the  sea  immediately  in 
front  of  the  Marine  Parade.  Now  at  most  sea-side 
places  there  is  fishing  of  a  sort,  but  it  unfortunately 
happens  for  Londoners  that  the  watering-places 
on  the  south  coast  nearest  to  town  offer  but 
poor  sea-fisliing,  compared  with  that  which  may 
be  obtained  farther  afield.  At  the  same  time, 
many  a  good  take  of  fish  has  been  made  by  those  who 
manage  to  get  hold  of  the  right  fishermen,  and  do 
not  fall  into  the  clutches  of  the  plausible  long 
shore  personage,  who  considers  a  dozen  whiting 
pout  a  sufficient  return  for  three  hours  or  more 
spent  in  a  small  open  boat  at  half-a-crown  an 
hour.  _ 

I  was  told  at  Brighton — I  do  not  know  with 
what  truth— that  the  Corporation  tax  the  boatmen 
so  heavily  that  they  in  their  turn  are  forced  to 
charge  their  customers  very  high  rates  for  the 
privilege  of  catching  the  aforesaid  pout.  But  by 
going  out  a  sufficient  distance,  and  to  the  right 
spots,  good  fishing  may  often  be  had  ;  but,  as  I 
have  said,  beware  of  the  long  shore  half-a-crown- 
anh-our  gentry.  Whatever  sea-side  place  is 
selected  take  a  stout  rod,  a  good  large  Nottingham 
winch,  some  thick  round  gut,  and  a  few  eyed 
hooks  of  various  sizes.  With  these,  leads  which 
can  be  bought  on  the  spot,  and  a  little  ingenuity, 
tackle  suitable  for  a  great  variety  of  sea  fish  can 
be  arranged.  For  line  I  have  used  a  stout  twisted 


silk  Nottingham  pike  line,  but  it  has  one  fault. 
When  fishing  at  any  considerable  depth  it  brings 
up  so  much  water  that  the  reel  gets  wet,  and  even 
if  carefully  greased  is  apt  to  warp  and  stick.  Of 
course  in  very  deep  water,  and  where  the  tide  is 
at  all  strong,  such  a  heavy  weight  is  required 
that  the  strain,  when  winding  up,  puts  an  ordinary 
rod  out  of  the  question ;  but  I  have  seen  very 
stout  short  rods  and  large  winches  used  when  the 
weight  was  over  a  pound.  I  know  no  tackle 
maker  who  keeps  either  winches  or  rods  suitable 
for  this  kind  of  fishing. 


Except  in  rough  weather,  or  at  night,  the  angler 
who  uses  gut  tackle  for  sea-fishing  will  almost  in¬ 
variably  catch  more  fish  than  can  be  taken  on  the 
ordinary  hand-lines,  with  horse-hair  snoodings. 
The  hand-line,  too,  may  be  greatly  improved  by 
substituting  stout  gut  for  horse-hair  snoods,  but  if 
single  gut  is  used  the  larger  fish  will,  of  course, 
have  to  be  played  with  the  hand,  a  somewhat 
more  difficult  art  than  playing  on  a  rod.  Most 
tackle  makers  sell  cheap  hanks  of  very  short  but 
stout  salmon  gut,  and  from  these  may  be  made 
suoodings  from  hand  lines.  I  have  also  made 
paternosters  of  this  short  gut,  but  they  were 
rather  knotty  affairs.  When  extra  stout  tackle  is 
required  two  two-yard  lengths  of  gut  may  be  laid 
side  by  side  and  twisted.  The  upper  ends  should 
be  fastened  to  a  nail,  and  the  two  lower  ends  each 
twisted  separately  for  some  time  in  one  direction. 
Then  the  two  lower  ends  should  be  attached  to 
one  weight,  and  if  left  to  themselves  the  weight 
will  spin  round,  and  the  lines  twist  up  together. 
This  is  the  principle  on  which  ropes  are  made. 

Templar. 


The  “  Hollingworth  ”  Spinning  Rod. — Those 
of  our  readers  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
fish  a  lovely  little  lake  in  Kent  will  at  once 
recognise  the  name  “  Hollingworth.”  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  have  lately  perfected 
a  light  cane  spinning  rod,  acting  under  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  one  of  our  contributors. 
Anglers  who  knew  those  two  perfect  specimens  of 
English  country  gentlemen,  the  Brothers  T.  and  J. 
Hollingworth,  will  understand  what  we  think  of 
this  rod  when  we  unhesitatingly  assert  it  is  worthy 
the  name  it  bears  and  it  will  need  no  further  re¬ 
commendation — in  fact,  it  could  have  none.  To 
those  of  our  readers  who  have  not  visited  the  lake 
we  allude  to,  and  who  are  probably  thinking  of 
buying  a  spinning  rod  before  loDg,  we  would  say 
place  your  order  with  Messrs.  Hardy  for  one  of 
.these.  The  price  is  high— fifty  shillings  each— 
but  a  purchaser  will  qertainly  get  value  for  money. 
Originally  designed  as  a  pike  rod,  the  makers  have 
brought  such  skill  and  knowledge  to  bear  in  its 
1  manufacture  that  a  wee,  tiny  bleak  could  be  spun 
and  a  Thames  trout  delicately  handled,  such  is  its 
lightness  and  perfect  play ;  while  its  strength  is 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  heaviest  pike  in  cur 
waters.  We  have  very  seldom  handled  a  light 
cane  rod  that  is  sufficiently  stiff  and  yet  plays  well 
down  to  the  hand  as  this  does.  Such  a  rod  should 
gladden  the  heart  of  any  angler  fond  of  spinning. 
Messrs.  Hardy  inform  us  they  cannot  execute 
orders  for  them  under  one  month.  They  will  be 
pleased  to  give  further  information  to  intending 
purchasers.  _ _ 


Not  His  Fault. — A  number  of  our  towns¬ 
people  have  expressed  the  hope  that  we  would 
pitch  into  Dr.  Staghorn,  the  popular  druggist, 
for  killing  old  man  Slew  by  putting  up  arsenic 
for  quinine  in  a  prescription.  We  shall  do  nothing 
of  the  sort.  The  doctor  has  not  only  increased 
his  advertising  one-half  this  week,  but  has  sub¬ 
scribed  for  five  copies  of  the  Kicker  to  send  away. 
While  this,  of  course,  does  not  influence  us.  in 
the  least,  we  know  from  personal  observation 
that  the  doctor  is  a  very  busy  man,  and  that 
the  room  in  his  store  is  limited.  He  has  no 
choice  but  to  keep  many  different,  sorts  of 
powders  in  the  same  drawer,  and  it  is  only  to 
be  expected  that  a  mistake  should  happen,  now 
and  then.  Furthermore,  who  was  old  Slew, 
anyhow  ?  A  lazy,  dissipated  vagabond,  whom 
the  boys  would  have  hung  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  at  best.  In  footing  his  funeral  ex¬ 
penses  the  doctor  has  shown  himself  very  liberal 
and  fair-minded,  and  he  has  shown  himself  in 
various  ways  to  belong  to  that  class  wanted  in 
this  town  to  build  it  up. — Arizona  I\icker< 
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CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS.— GREAT  MEETING. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  meetings  yet  held  by  this 
association  took  place  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  last,  tho  largo 
room  being  crowded  with  delegates  from  tho  various  clubs 
already  enrolled,  and  representatives  from  other  clubs 
nf?  1°  be  affiliated  to  the  association. 

A1  Mcdcalf,  president,  occupied  tho  chair,  and 
Air.  J.  Kelly  the  vice-chair,  both  being  well  supported  by 
many  prominent  anglers.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  duly  confirmed,  and  correspondence  read  with 
reference  to  further  railway  concessions,  which  it  is  hoped 
‘l°ll1rsc.9^  ^me  may  bo  granted  by  the  companies  con- 
t  "so  esSi  t'lan  six  societies,  new  to  the  association, 
SiSFi!?  •  enrolment  on  its  books,  and  their  rules  were  ali 
harmony  with  the  proper  standard  as  regards 
sizes  of  fish,  and  well  within  the  scale,  in  most  instances, 
by.1^.0  rules  °,f  the  association.  The  most  notable 
of  these  societies  was  the  Izaak  Walton,  bearing,  as  it  does, 
name,  and  being  numerically  the  second 
.J?  13  old  and  well-known  society 
HacL'^Av  d  Kmg  Johns  Head,  Mansfield-street, 

Hackney-road,  of  which  Mr.  Butt  is  secretary,  and  its 
proposed  by  the  president,  ,was  carried  with 
^  rw  wS1!Sm'  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  next  proposed  that 
pvniafn^ lv  Merli-AnglTlng  Society  be  enrolled,  and  it  was 
®p'a™d„bi  ¥r-  d\De.  Levante,  hon,  sec.,  that  the  society 
'P,08^  exclusively  of  employees  of  the  Great 
•in Kadway,  who  were  followers  of  the  gentle  craft, 
an^iAr®  dT?e-ver  "“mindful  of  the  interests  of  brother 
anglers.  It  is  needless  to  say  these  remarks  were  most 
^dially  greeted.  The  Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Society 
meeting  at  the  Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  and  which 
ra™n«Ml,ed  J5/  Mr.  Fountaine,  their  popular  president 

n^K  'h„heiT  'lrS  bel?g  ,tbe  Royal  George,  a  very  old 
society ,  the  Hatcham  Brothers,  a  new  but  promising 

S«y’^eetl?g  at  the  Hatcham  Arms,  New  Cross-road* 
T,?"1 °IherG',lso  a  newsomety,  the  North  London,  meeting 
o,„G'e,  T.ap  House,  Holloway-road,  N.,  and  of  which  Mr! 
Stretch  is  secretary.  Thanks  for  the  honour  done  them 
were  returned  in  each  instance,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  strict  and  careful  usage  of  the  railway 
and  the  Pulborough  fishery,  rented  by  the 

mSl°n’  waf  jtiron.Hly  Iai,d  down  by  the  president,  and 
cordially  accepted  by  the  delegates. 

•  .'^de  (hon.  secretary)  read  a  letter  acknowledging 

hSf ‘off hfo  TnngUlnear  fr??n  w-  H-  Brougham,  on  be® 
half  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  in 

A?cv.°lng-^?ok  0cea310n  to  comment  upon  the  recent  de- 
cision  with  regard  to  riparian  claims  to  the  Thames 
fisheries,  remarking  that  public  opinion  seemed  now  to  be 
com ing  round  to  the  view  advocated  by  Mr.  Crumplen,  and 
tlje  Anglers  Rights  Defence  Association  of  a  few  years 
since,  that  nothing  short  of  a  declaratory  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  wmuld  secure  to  the  people  the  right  to  fish  with  rod 
and  line  in  the  public  parts  of  public  rivers.  The  Central 


Association  gladly  co-operated  with  that  committee,  and 
he  believed  that,  with  continued  effort  on  the  part  of 
anglers,  the  work  then  done,  and  for  which  they  were 
grateful,  w’ould  yet  bear  fruit.  In  any  case  tho  Central 
Association  would  continue  to  watch  and  work  for  any 
uUuTy161^  that  direction  likely  to  bo  of  practical 

1  he  great  competition  to  be  held  at  Pulborough,  Sussex, 
on  J  uly  12,  was  then  considered,  and  the  next  committee 
}3?®e reference  thereto  arranged  to  take  place  at  the 
9™at  Roi’thern  Brothers,  the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton- 
street,  I  entonville,  on  Wednesday  next,  June  10,  when  aU 
interested  are  invited.  This  competition  is  specially  in  aid 
ttio  I  reservation  h  und  of.  the  association,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  valuable  prizes  have  already  been  offered, 
the  more  recent  additions  are  those  of  Messrs.  F.  Williams 
°,LGfeat  Queen-street,  Mr.  L.  Fountaine, 
aP5  Mi.  Cuthbert,  each  of  whom  offer  a  substantial 
S  .  •  promises  and  communications  already 
in  hand,  point  to  the  fact  that  this  will  be  one  of  the 
iarg>C£  and,  ™°3t  Popular  outings  ever  held  by  London 
er?’  and,at  the  same  time  one  of  the  best  and  cheapest, 
the  return  fare  to  Pulborough  for  anglers  holding  Mr. 
R'drldge  s  ticket  being  only  lialf-a-crown.  It  is  also  desir- 
t0,  n.°te  that  the  competition  to  take  place  at  Pul- 
borough,  is  limited  to  the  seven  miles  of  water  exclusively 
rented  by  this  association,  and  is  consequently  only  open 
to  members  holding  “  Central  Association  ”  tickets, 
r-i  i.e  Incxk  will  be  to  the  North-Western  Angling 
Club,  Lord  Southampton,  Southampton-road,  Haverstock 
°,n  ^0n!la,y  weck’  ,dune,. 15-  Mr.  Slaughter,  whose 
musical  talent  has  so  often  been  at  the  service  of  his 
brother  anglers,  has  a  complimentary  concert  at  the 
assembljr-room  of  the  association,  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  on 
Monday  next,  June  8,  which  will,  it  is  hoped  be  well 
patronised  by  lovers  of  the  “gentle  craft.” 

A  very  enjoyable  and  business-like  evening  closed  with 
an  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president,  vice- 
president,  and  secretary,  for  their  extremely  able  services. 
+u?c^tarilir  °l  plubs  are  particularly  requested  to  note 
that  Mr.  Wade  s  address  is  now  39,  Thornburn-square, 
Bermondsey,  S.E.,  where  all  applications  in  reference  to 
enrolment  of  societies,  privilege  tickets,  See.,  should  be 
sent,  secretaries  are  also  requested  to  send  for  privilege 
tickets  as  early  as  possible,  the  demand  already  indicating 
an  enormously  increased  issue,  and  far  beyond  that  of 
any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  association. 


Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  Piscatorial 
Association.— The  annual  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  at  the  Central  Restaurant,  Birmingham,  on 
Tuesday  evening.  Mr.  E.  Hooper  presided,  and  amongst 
those  present  were  Messrs.  Adams,  Parker,  J.  Botterley, 
Thornton.  Salmon.  Smith,  Gregory,  E.  C.  Newey  J 
Lffidon  Dal m an,  Shaw,  Chapman,.  I).  Arkell  (hon.  sec.), 
See.  the  Chairman  congratulated  the  members  on  the 


result  of  the  year  s  work.  Ho  hoped  they  would  bo 
satisfied  with  what  had  been  done.  They  would  like  more 
money,  but  at  the  same  time  they  were  not  in  a  bad  posi- 
tion  by  any  means,  and  they  hoped  to  bo  in  a  better  position 
next  year  The  annual  report  stated  that  during  the  past 
season  fishing  had,  upon  the  whole,  been  fairly  good,  con¬ 
sidering  the  unfavourable  weather,  and  in  some  instances 
heavy  bags  had  been  taken.  'The  weather  for  a  great  part 
ot  the  year  had  been  most  unfavourable  to  anglers.  The 
l  oxall  waters  had  produced  the  finest  lot  of  fish  this  sea¬ 
son.  In  December  commenced  the  severe  frosts  which  put 
an  end  to  all  angling  until  February.  There  was  a  balance 
m  hand  of  £2o  18s.  10d.,  and  in  addition  £11  19s.  10d.,  was 
owing  for  subscriptions ;  but  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
assets  over  liabilities,  of  £25  2s.  2d.  On  the  motion  of  tho 
Chairman,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Hooper 
was  re-elected  president.  Mr.  A.  Parker  was  re-appointed 
vl<je  -Si-reST^e?k'  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley  was  re-elected  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  D.  Arkell  was  re-appointed  hon.  secretary.  Tho 
committee  having  been  appointed,  the  meeting  terminated. 


Notes  on  Fishing  from  East  Anglia.— Angling  Pros¬ 
pects  for  1891.— Taking  a  long  walk  from  Mildenhall  to 
Benver,  last  week,  I  had  a  good  look  round  the  rivers  Lark 
a,nd  Ouse.  I  never  remember  seeing  more  fish  than  I  did 
on  this  occasion,  shoals  of  large  roach,  bream,  and  perch 
were  routing  about  in  the  gravel  near  Isleham  and  West 
Roin’ii  excehent  deep  pools,  with  good  gravelly  shelf, 
and  all  the  way  along  the  Lark  stream  to  the  branch  at 
Pnckwillom,  I  saw  swarms  of  good  fish.  Nearly  all  this 
river  is  free,  and  no  better  roach,  dace,  chub  and  perch  can 
anywhere  be  found  than  here.  I  come  now  to  the  Ouse, 
belonging  to  the  Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling  Society. 
Anglers  can  fish  here  by  taking  ticket  from  W.  Benton, 
the  water  bailiff.  Any  quantity  of  good  fish  in  this  fine 
preserve  of  deep  water,  six  or  more  miles.  I  was  very 
anxious  to  know  how  the  fish  were  getting  on  here  after  the 
long  frost,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  I  never  saw 
more  noryet  a  better  prospect  for  the  season.  I  may  here 
mention  the  general  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  and  Ely 
i?g  m?-  ' °ciety,was  held  at  Cambridge  on  Monday,  17th 
ult.  this  society  now  numbers  nearly  seven  hundred 
and  is  m  a  most  flourishing  condition.  An  extra 
bail  iff  is  appointed,  so  that  the  interests  of  the  angler  will 
be  well  looked  after  from  Littleport  to  Hilgay.  There  is 
some  free  fishing,  not  much.  Anglers  require  to  be  very 
careful  where  they  fish  along  this  part  of  the  Ouse.  At 
Brand  Creek  there  is  some  excellent  good  swims,  and  at 
,  p  Inn  good  accommodation,  also  at  the  Jolly  Anglers 
at  Hilgay.  I  intend  going  the  whole  distance  of  the  Little 
Ouse  this  week,  and  will  report  thereon  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette.— William  Howlett. 


V  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 


by 


STATEMENTS  MADE  BY  PROFESSIONAL  THAMES  FISHERMEN  AND  OTHERS  (EXCLUDING  CLUB  REPORTS)  AS  TO  TAKES  OF  THE 

FOLLOWING  FISH,  FROM  JUNE  16,  1890,  TO  MARCH  11,  1891. 

_ kxTRACTED  FROM  THE  Fishing  Gazette  by  L.  S.  Fountains,  President  of  the  Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association. 


Date. 


1890. 
June  21 
„  28 
July  5 
„  12 


19 

26 


Aug. 


99 

16 

99 

23 

if 

30 

Sept. 

6 

)♦ 

13 

»» 

20 

Oe’t. 

27 

4 

11 

»» 

18 

Not. 

25 

1 

»* 

8 

ft 

ft 

15 

22 

ft 

29 

Dec. 

6 

ft 

13 

99 

20 

07 

1891. 

Jan. 

'  3 

tJ 

10 

99 

17 

21 

31 

Feb. 

7 

99 

11 

99 

21 

Mar. 

28 

7 

99 

14 

99 

21 

Remarks. 


1  bream,  311b. 


Barbel. 


1  roach,  lib.  12oz . 

1  m‘lac,b’  21b- ;  1  Pike-  131R  12oz. ;  1  barbel! 

91b.  2oz.  . 

2  barbel  of  811b.  each 

1  barbel,  91b,  12oz. ;  1  carp,  lilb.  ioz.;  1 
bream,  61b . 

1  barbel,  91b.;  1  bream,  51b.;  1  chub,  lib.  4oz.j 
1  pike,  91b.  4oz. ;  801b.  roach  in  one  day 

1  roach,  21b.  9woz.;  2  barbel,  91b.  each;  1 
bream,  81b.  2oz. ;  and  1  chub,  51b. 

1  bream,  61b.  8oz. ;  1  roach,  lib.  12oz. ;  1 
barbel,  71b.  8oz . 

1121b.  barbel  in  one  day  ;  601b.  bream 
day  ;  1  barbel,  81b.  Soz.  . . 

6olb.  bream  in  one  day ;  1  chub,  31b. 
barbel,  81b. ;  1  pike,  81b.  Ioz. 

1  carp,  19Jlb. ;  roach,  Fib. . . 

1  perch,  21b.  8oz. ;  1  pike,  81b.  lloz. 

1  golden  carp,  71b.  4oz. 

1  golden  carp,  lib.  4oz. ;  1  barbel,  81b. 

1  perch,  lib.  9oz. ;  1  barbel,  71b. 

1  pike,  81b . 

1  chub,  51b. ;  1  pike,  81b.  ! ! 

1  pike,  141b. 

1  pike,  101b. ;  1  pike,  151b.,  found  dead! 


n  one 


oz. .  1 


2  pike  of  151b.  each  ;  1  perch,  21b.  8oz. 

1  perch  11b  7oz. ;  1  pike,  141b. ;  1  pike,  131b. 

ioz. ;  1  pike,  131b.  3oz . 

1  pike,  151b. ;  1  roach,  lib.  4oz. 

1  chub,  31b . 

1  chub,  31b.  8oz. 


No  reports 
No  reports 
No  reports 


1  perch,  21b.  8oz. ;  1  roach,  lib.  71b . 

2  pike  of  141b,  each ;  1  roach,  lib.  15oz. 

1  chub,  41b.  4ioz. ;  1  roach,  lib.  7oz . 

1  chub,  41b. ;  1  barbel,  91b.  8oz. ;  and  1  roach, 
lib.  9oz. 

1  chub,  61b.  8oz. ;  1  roach,  iib.  lOoz.  ! ! 

1  pike,  1.31  b.  Soz. ;  1  chub.  41b.  6oz. ;  and  i 
barbel,  91b.  Soz . 


lb.  oz.  No 
30  0  ..  13 
61  0  . .  55 


9  8 


9  8 


71  2  ..  22 
37  0  ..  53 


9  12-.. 
20  0  .. 
31  8  .. 


13  0  ..151 

139  0  ..  99 

31  0  ..105 
171  12  ..  83 
23  8  ..  90 
25  0  ..  38 
27  8  ..  93 
15  0  .105 
28..  45 

—  ..  49 
8  0  ..  10 

—  ..1 

5  0  ..  16 

—  ..3 

—  2 

—  !!  3 

—  ..4 


740  10. .1202 


Bream. 


lb.  oz.  No. 


40  0 
3  12 


3  8 


616  6. 


i 

31 

30 

8 


6  0  ..  40 
8  0  ..125 


29  2  .. 

6  8.. 

201  0  .. 

135  0  .. 
77  0  .. 

124  0  !! 


4  0  .. 

4  0  ! . 
2  0.. 


15 

4 

22 

1 

7 

7 

3 

3 

2 

33 

12 

2 

3 

7 


—  ..  lo 

—  ..20 


2  8..— 
8 


.  1 

.  1 

.  G 


Carp. 


lb.  oz.  No. 


16  12  . .  — 


19  8 

7  4 
1  4 


Chub. 


Dace. 


Perch. 


Pike. 


Roach. 


Total. 


lb.  oz.  No. 

—  22 
12  ■  8 ; :  32 
—  ..10 


lb.  oz. 

19  0  ! 
12  0  . 


No. 

92 

210 

510 


lb.  oz  No. 
—  . .  2 
2  8..  6 
—  ..3 


—  ..  10  — 

6  0  ..  3  101  0 

—  ..  2  47  0 

8  8  . .  8  J  91  8 

17  12  ..  54  114  0 


7  0  ..  10 
—  ..24 


13  0  . 

14  0  . 

2  4  . 

4  12  ! 

5  8  . 

7  8  . 

3  8  . 


.  7 
.  13 
.  4 
.  9 
.125 
2 

.  21 


74  0 


876 

846 

1480 

1758 

1536 

1998 


106  0  ..  1626 


27  0  ..  21 


191  8 
181  0 
214  8 
155  0 
136  0 
117  0 
15  0 
.39  8 
153  0 
80  8 
115  0 
88  8 


4  8 
1  8 
23  0 
10  0 
2  8 


31  140  8 

!  187  8 
!  41  0 
6  0 


7 

33 

51 

17 


1114 

1038 

1188 

684 

1170 

741 

681 

1392 

1173 

324 

964 

512 

579 

534 

498 

102 


2  0 


—  ..10 


1  10 
4  0 
3  8 


3  1 

1  4 

2  8 

1  7 


1 

2 

6 

2 

12 

2 

6 

10 


lb.  oz.  No.  lb.  oz.  No. 
8  0  ..  1  —  ..153 
37  0  . .  2  |  19  0  . .  210 

1  8  . .  11  13  12  . .  786 

31  12  . .  5  2  0  . .  876 

9  0  . .  6  101  0  . .  942 


lb.  oz. 

38  0  . 
191  0  . 
34  0  . 

104  14  . 
256  0  . 


—  ..18 


12  8  . 
14  8  . 
38  4  . 

7  8  . 

27  4  . 
9  0  . 
31  0). 

8  0  . 
31  11  . 

6  4  . 
29  6  . 
89  1  . 
78  11 
31  4  .. 
58  10 
53  0  . . 

81  3  .. 
73  10  . . 
10  0  .. 
24  0 
13  0 


.  oo 
,  28 

42 

39 

23 

21 

43  j 
12 

14  [ 

9  l 

21  I 

77  | 
70 
9 

37 

15 


47  8  . .  1936  !  127  8 


157  8  . .  2018 


116  9J. 
86  12  . 


1314 

1998 


298  0  . 
323  n. 
225  8  . 


No. 

,  290 
515 
1375 

1823 

1861 

3534 

4011 

2993 

4203 


108  0  . .  1770  |  559  8  . .  3550 


191  8 
182  8 
218  8 
155  0 
136  0 
117  0 

31  8 

1.38  0 
80  8 
182  0 
112  0  , 


52  |  160  8 
23  :  205  12 
12  11  0 


6  0 


1125 

1186 

1770 

681 

1170 

816 

681 

636 

1197 

321 

1111 

596 

747 

462 

556 

290 


428  H  12 


.  15 

1  — 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— r 

— 

4 

9  . 

— 

_ 

— 

9  0  . 

12 

— 

15 

0  . 

5 

9 

0  . 

12 

.  5 

— 

9 

8  .. 

3 

— 

1 

83 

10  . 

.  21 

— 

163 

— 

19 

4  . 

23 

212 

9  . 

.  1 

162  0  . 

578 

—  - 

162 

0  . 

40 

200 

609 

15  . 

.  52 

91  0  . 

426 

2 

12  .. 

136 

Cj . 

11 

180 

7  . 

570 

15  . 

.  28 

251  0  . 

1010 

_ 

55 

0  . 

29 

267 

9  .. 

4  . 

.  21 

136  12  . 

1128 

1 

8  .. 

— 

17 

0  . 

28 

198 

6  .. 

1116 

11  . 

45 

239  8  . 

498 

— 

73 

12  . 

7 

239 

S  .. 

511 

15  . 

.715 

3348  12  . 

280S3 

28 

10  .. 

80 

1300  15). 

S75 

3731 

94. . 

29311 

591  14  . 
658  12  . 
493  4j. 
474  4  . 
337  3  . 
323  13  . 
46  11  . 
168  13  . 
381  11  . 
195  12  . 
363  10  . 
285  0  . . 

388  2  .. 
468  6  .. 
115  0  .. 
46  0  .. 
15  8  .. 


2406 

2350 

3408 

1132 

3205 

1690 

1130 

2214 

2172 

667 

2164 

1181 

1136 

1019 

1103 

399 

20 

24 


29 

95 

121 

1231 


1  9 
33  0 
3  15 
33  6 
527  0 
130  81..  1062 

590  0  ..  1941 
389  6  . .  2297 

589  2  . .  1100 


WNot’f  ’i/nii  s“,al.1®8t,we^Kh’t  in  one^week,  HbHtoz.  fsmaflest  number  i?onc  week!?’  durmS  Lho  season ;  greatest  weight  in  one  week,  6581b.  12  oz. ;  greatest  number  in  one 
appreciable  difference.  lh°  numbcr  colunln°  doe3  not  agree  with  the  gross  total,  being  34  more— duo,  no  doubt,  to  a  clerical  error,  but  the  number  is  too  small  to  make  any 
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NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following:  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents,  specially  compiled  for  the  F.  O.  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and  Engineers, 
76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys 
for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks : — 

H.  Milward  and  Sons,  Limited,  and  W.  Guise,  of  London, 
for  “New  or  improved  devices  for  attaching  floats  and 
leads  to,  and  detaching  them  from,  Ashing  lines.” 


An  Advert:  semen t  Eighty  Years  Old.  -  The  follow¬ 
ing  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Day  and  Martin  will  be  read 
with  interest,  and  goes  to  prove  that  a  good  article,  such  as 
theirs,  stands  the  test  of  time,  and  the  more  it  is  known 
the  better  it  is  appreciated:  “The  real  Japan  blacking, 
made  by  Day  and  Martin.  This  invaluable  composition, 
-without  the  usual  labour,  produces  the  most  brilliant  jet 
black  ever  beheld,  affords  peculiar  nourishment  to  the 
leather,  will  not  soil  the  finest  linen,  is  perfectly  free  from 


any  unpleasant  smell,  and  will  retain  its  virtues  in  any 
climate.  Sold  wholesale  by  Day  and  Martin,  at  the  manu¬ 
factory,  97,  High  Holborn  ;  retail  by  F.  Day,  Tavistock- 
strcet ;  W.  Day,  80,  Swallow-street ;  Axtell,  Finch-lane ; 
the  principal  boot-makers,  perfumers,  and  oilmen  in  the 
Metropolis ;  and  in  every  town  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  stone  bottles,  price  one  shilling  and  sixpence  each.” — 
The  Times,  Friday,  January  26,  1810. 

Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  are  the  best,  cheapest,  and 
the  most  popular  remedies  at  all  seasons,  and  under  all  circum¬ 
stances  they  may  be  used  with  safety  and  with  the  certainty  of 
doing  good.  Eruptions,  rashes,  and  all  descriptions  of  skin 
diseases,  sores,  ulcerations  and  burns  arc  presently  benefited  and 
ultimately  cured  by  these  healing,  soothing,  and  purifying  medica¬ 
ments.  The  Ointment  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen  checks  all 
tendency  to  irritation  iu  the  bowels,  and  averts  diarrhoea  and 
other  disorders  of  the  intestines  frequently  prevailing  through  the 
summer  and  fruit  seasons.  Heat  lumps,  blotches,  pimples,  inflam- 
!  mations  of  the  skin,  muscular  pains,  neutalgie  affections,  and 
enlarged  glands  can  be  effectively  overcome  by  using  Holloway’s 
remedies  according  to  the  instructions  accompanying  each  packet. 


ONE  PENNY,  SPECIMEN  1}d,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

fSeautifut  ^Fiotdert 
Profitable  'SardenZ 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success.—' “  Being  a  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
that  my  succ  ss  is  entirely  dne  to  the  iuformat.on  you  gv?e 
every  week." — W.  13. 

Coloured  Plate  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate-stree1:,  E.O. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  bo 
removed  in  an  instant. 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 


Gccn’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  he  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  it 
appear  to  he  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office :  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 


i.  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens, 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CT  03 E  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

and  at  25,  CRAYFQRD  ROAD,  HOLLOWAY,  LONDON,  N. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Medal  and 

Diplomas  for  Fly  Rods  and  Flies. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies 

OF  FIRST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE  MEDAL 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN. 

ONE  GUINEA. 

DEVERATJX  AND  BLUE  MAHOE 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

The  Lightest  and  Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 


Geo.  CORDING’S 

Ventilated  Fishing  Coats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c 

^  yy  TTTTTTT  TT  T  T"^  T‘V 

125:  UMMT  ST.;  231.  STRAND 


S.  ALLCOCK  Sc  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  Internaticnal  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Patent  Applied  f.r. 


BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  6a. 


Catalogues  Gratis, 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETT 


$ates  aritr  (Queries 

The  “  Good  Nature  ”  of  Landowners. — 
Although  the  recent  decision  of  Justice  North  in 
“  Smith  v.  Andrews  ”  has  cleared  up  some  doubts, 
it  has,  moreover,  shown  that  the  anglers  in  the 
Thames  have  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the 
toleration  shown  towards  them  by  the  “  indul¬ 
gence”  and  “  good  nature  ”  of  those  who  may  be 
entitled  “  to  the  soil  ”  of  the  river.  Some  riparian 
owners,  who  possess  merely  “paper”  titles  to 
the  fishery  in  any  particular  portion  of  the  Thames, 
might  not  care  to  assert  the  right  after  per¬ 
mitting  such  a  lapse  for  many  years  ;  and  others, 
again,  seeing  how  greatly  the  number  of  anglers 
has  increased  during  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
would  not  care  to  assert  even  an  undisputed  legal 
title  to  a  “  several  fishery  ”  in  view  of  the  recent 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the  river,  pre¬ 
venting  of  netting  and  night-lining,  and  of  the 
non-use  of  fire-arms  on  or  near  the  Thames.  The 
tendency  elsewhere  has  of  late  years  been  in 
the  direction  of  some  riparian  owners  conceding 
the  right  of  fishery  in  portions  of  navigable 
canals  to  recognised  Angling  Preservation 
Societies.  The  higher  branches  of  sport — fly 
fishing  and  spinning  for  trout— have  become 
more  and  more  popular,  since,  by  the  purchase 
of  tickets  at  a  moderate  outlay,  men  have  taken 
to  angling  who  would  hardly  have  dreamt  of 
doing  so  if  sport  in  preserved  waters  was  not 
thereby  assured.  The  thanks  of  modern 
anglers  are  due  to  the  Great  Western  Railway, 
as  owners  of  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal — not 
that  the  purchase  of  the  canal  necessarily 
carried  the  right  of  the  fishery  ;  but  through  the 
action  of  the  company,  and  the  liberal  concession 
of  Mrs.  Baxendale,  of  Greenham  Lodge,  of  her 
fishery  as  far  as  Bull’s  Lock  at  the  least,  had 
resulted  in  the  happy  combination  of  the  New¬ 
bury  Angling  Association’s  Kennet  water  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  all-round  fishery.  Take, 
again,  the  case  of  the  little  river  Pang.  The 
owners  of  the  Reading  Biscuit  Factory  are  never 
weary  of  bestowing  substantial  benefits  upon 
the  “  county  town  ”  of  Berks  ;  consequently 
Mr.  G.  Palmer  has  had  the  Pang  stocked  with 
trout  for  some  flyfishers.  The  Abbey  Mills  and 
Caverham  Mills  and  Lasher  are  also  owned  by 
the  same  firm,  and  this  is  a  guarantee  that  the 
fishing  interests  thereabouts  will  be  conserved. 
The  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  was  completed  in 
1810  ;  and  there  has  been  no  fishery  more  closely 
watched  than  Lord  Craven’s  Hampstead  Mar¬ 
shall  and  Euborne  stretches  of  the  canal.  Preser¬ 
vation,  like  charity,  blesses  him  that  keeps  up  the 
head  of  fish,  and  those  humbler  brethren  of  the 
angle,  who  thereby  obtain  extra  sport  from  good 
fish  dropping  down  into  the  freer  Newburv 
waters. — F. 
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refuge  in  a  tree  root;  but  ere  it  reached  the 
desired  haven  the  two  terriers,  Dash  and  Piper, 
closed  with  the  game,  which  was  soon  worried  by 
the  whole  pack.  The  otter  proved  to  be  a  well- 
developed  bitch,  in  fine  condition.  On  Tuesday, 
June  2,  the  serenity  of  the  charming  village  of 
Welheral  was  disturbed  by  the  advent  of  ten 
couples  of  hounds  and  terriers  to  match,  at  the 
time  appointed,  6.45.  There  was  a  good  turn-out 
of  spectators  present;  and  on  casting  off,  the  hunt 
was  taken  up  the  river  at  a  merry  pace  past 
Corby  Coop  to  Cote  House  Island,  where  Rufus 
bolted  a  splendid  otter.  Gallantly  the  hounds  re¬ 
plied  to  the  view  halloo,  keeping  the  animal  on 
the  move  for  over  an  hour,  and  several  of  the  pack 
getting  to  close  quarters  with  the  game.  All, 
however,  were  glad  to  drop  him  like  a  hot  potato, 
until  the  animal  took  the  stream,  and  first  one 
and  then  another  had  a  cut  at  him  on  his  passage 
to  the  Boat  Pool,  Dimple  and  Lily  being  the  chief 
aggressors.  Now  he  is  in  the  Boat  Pool,  and  the 
hunt  is  in  full  career.  The  banks  of  this  river 
are  lined  with  brawny  Cumbrians,  with  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  ladies,  who  evidently  are  much 
interested  in  the  stirring  scene  enacted  before 
them,  and  hurry  up  and  down  the  steep  banks 
like  practical  hunters.  The  poor  hunted  brute 
now  shows  signs  of  fatigue,  and  no  wonder,  as  the 
hunt  had  lasted  five  hours  without  a  moment’s 
rest.  Closely  pressed  at  the  head  of  the  stream, 
the  otter  was  seen  to  rear  his  head  aloft,  and  im¬ 
mediately  roll  over,  in  fact,  he  sank,  and  was 
drowned  after  making  a  gallant  fight  against  the 
best  hounds  in  Mr.  Carrick’s  pack.— G 


-LU 


NOTES  PROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


The  Faroe  Cod  Fishing— The  Seaman  fishing 
smack  has  arrived  from  the  Faroe  cod  fishing, 
with  7,000  cod,  or  about  28  tons  wet  fish.  The 
master  reports  three  other  vessels,  with  from 
3,000  to  7,000  each,  and  the  weather  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  boisterous  at  Faroe.  Up  to  last  week, 
snow  was  falling  heavily,  the  ground  being 
covered  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  the  fishing 
on  the  coast  had  been  much  retarded. 


The  Carlisle  Otter  Hounds. — Two  Extraor¬ 
dinary  Hunts. — These  hounds  are  scoring  remark¬ 
ably  well  this  season  so  far  as  they  have  gone. 
On  Friday.  May  29,  they  met  at  Caldaw  Foot,  be¬ 
low  Carlisle,  at  eight  a.m.,  and  hunted  down  the 
river  towards  Rockliffe.  Quite  a  mile  was  traversed 
before  there  were  any  signs  of  a  hunt,  but  on 
reaching  Grinstead  old  church,  the  music  pealed 
forth,  and  the  famous  hound  Dimple  marked  the 
game  in  an  old  root.  Without  the  terrier  having 
even  a  look  in,  out  bolted  two  fine  otters.  Into  the 
deep  pool  went  the  whole  pack,  terriers  and  all, 
when  some  splendid  swimming  took  place.  As 
the  tide  occasionally  extends  beyond  this  point 
indicated,  the  pools  were  very  deep,  and  there 
was  no  hope  of  being  able  to  cross  the  river  by 
those  who  occupied  the  banks  on  either  side.  The 
chase  lasted  a  little  over  an  hour,  when  in  an 
evil  moment  the  otter  made  for  the  shallow  water 
and  was  nailed  by  Tester  and  quickly  despatched 
— a  fine  dog  otter.  The  hounds  were  now  sent  after 
the  other  varmint,  which  was  found  under  some 
willows  a  little  lower  down.  In  a  jiffey  the 
hounds  marked  again,  when  it  was  found  that 
more  than  one  otter  had  been  skifted,”  for 
after  hunting  the  willows  up  and  down  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  three  otters  were  afloat,  one  of  whom 
was  singled  out,  when  a  grand  hunt  ensued  for 
over  an  hour.  Getting  somewhat  exhausted,  the 
animal  steered  for  the  bank  in  the  hope  of  finding 


A  Large  Yellow  Trout. — While  Mr.  James 
Ogilvie,  a  member  of  the  Dundee  East  End 
Angling  Club,  was  spinning  with  minnow  in  one 
of  the  ponds  on  the  Ditchy,  belonging  to  the 
Dundee  Bleachfields,  he  succeeded  in  landing  a 
splendid  yellow  trout,  after  playing  it  for  forty 
minutes,  which  turned  the  beam  at  71b.  It  was 
26in.  long  and  loin,  in  breadth,  and  was  fast 
getting  into  splendid  condition.  Such  a  prize  is 
rarely  got  in  these  latitudes. 


Novel  Question  about  Fishings. — Lord  Kin- 
cairney,  in  the  Court  of  Session,  last  week,  gave 
judgment  in  an  action  by  Colonel  George  Gustavus 
Walker,  of  Crawfordtown,  Dumfriesshire,  against 
Lord  Abinger,  of  Inverlochy  Castle,  Inverness- 
shire,  in  which  declaration  and  interdict  was 
asked  with  reference  to  the  right  of  fishing  for 
salmon  in  Loch  Treig  and  Treig  water,  Inverness- 
shire.  Defender  claimed  the  right  under  his 
titles,  which  were  derived  from  the  Duke  of  Gor¬ 
don’s  trustees,  who  in  1835  sold  the  whole  barony 
of  Lochaber,  including  the  fishings,  to  the  Earl 
of  Aboyne,  by  whom,  in  1841,  they  were  sold  to 
his  predecessor.  His  lordship  said  the  question 
at  issue  was  one  of  title  and  not  of  possession. 
He  assumed  that  the  Duke  of  Gordon’s  title  was 
from  the  Crown,  and  that,  in  a  question  with  the 
Crown,  Lord  Abinger  could  not  establish  a  right 
to  the  salmon  fishings,  in  which  case  it  would 
fall  to  the  defender.  There  was  at  present  no 
salmon  in  Loch  Treig,  their  ascent  being  prevented 
by  the  falls  of  Munessie  ;  but  defender  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  stock  it,  and  he  thought  the  pur¬ 
suer  could  not  prevent  him  from  going  there  to 
see  how  his  experiments  were  going  on.  He  had 
decided  the  case,  not  without  difficulty,  because 
of  its  absolute  novelty.  He  granted  defender 
absolviter  with  expenses. 

A  Sportsman  Caught. — A  would-be  sportsman 
was,  while  in  the  company  of  others,  boasting  of 
his  skill  and  prowess,  when  one  of  the  company 
present  offered  to  bet  him  that  he  could  not  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  a  grouse  and  a  grilse.  “  Done,” 
said  he;  “a  grouse  is  the  male,  and  a  grilse  the 
female.” 


Coarse  fish  anglers  are  growing  anxious  about 
the  opening  of  the  legitimate  season  on  the  16th 
inst.,  and  already  greater  activity  prevails  in  club 

Sf01®®' ,  .  cheap  travelling  tickets  issued  by 

the  Midland  and  Great  Northern  Railway  Com¬ 
panies  are  in  the  hands  of  the  “  Midland  ”  for 
stamping  purposes,  and  when  returned,  the  same 
process  will  be  undertaken  by  the  Great  Northern 

aeoh°whPn  aLI5r1inR  S  Cross‘  Compared  with  a  few  seasons 
ago,  when  trade  was  prosperous  in  Nottingham  enn- 

affordedyhvThonSlerS  aYail(-d  themselves  of  the  facilities 
°y  the  companies  for  visiting  the  various  flshintr 

taHesdqna|^IaoedhWith  th-e  £rent  and  its  numerous  tribu- 
tanes,  and  those  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
clnef  industries  do  not  hold  out  much  hope  of  any  imme- 
c’^et-™pro'-«me»t.  The  fact  is  the  lace  trade  of  the  town  Is 

trlories  Hn^r?iup  f°  ever  be  ,able  t0  re-assert  its  former 
oo i|u.ndrcds  of  men,  and  amongst  them  scores  of 

months  onHhthrmen’  ilni  very  ,badl-V  during  the  winter 
emnlnvmp  ?  thT,y  are  stl1?  c°mPlainilht  of  a  shortness  of 
employment.  The  numerical  strength  of  the  local  angling 
societies  has  accordingly  fallen  off,  and  I  am  afraid  the 
retrograde  movement  will  continue.  Since  my  last  Notes  the 
7esnahfeh^  n?-en  most  changeable,  and  at  the  period  of 
fall i l  v-1  * S<  ba,^h’  on  Wednesday  night,  rain  was 
oral™™  !y  ‘  0nAhe  Prevl°us  day  an  alarming  thunder¬ 

storm  passed  over  the  district,  doing  damage  in  several 
places,  and  what  with  that  and  Wednesday’s  wet  we 
°q!u°  more  t0  encounter  a  substantial  rise 
?hrn  ,lhl  i  L.fThe  fiver  was  in  an  unsettled  condition 
tnroughout  last  week,  and  it  was  only  just  beginning  to 
when0^’  s°.a.sf  to  admit  of  a  resumption  of  salmon  fishing, 
i  of  thunder  and  lightning  paid  an 

Poetcd  visit,  and  one  which  is  certain  to  produce 
disastrous  results.  I  might  say  that  Tuesday  opened  bril¬ 
liantly  fine,  and  although  the  colour  of  the  water  was 
perhaps  opposed  to  killing  salmon,  a  few  Nottingham 
gentlemen  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  resuming 
connection  with  the  delightful  surroundings  of  the  Trent 
at  Kmg  s  Mills.  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  spirited  lessee  of  the 
nshery,  led  the  way,  and  what  is  better  he  led  it  success- 
™  as  drawing  Mood  is  concerned.  It  was  gene- 

Last  s  n?°  had  brought  up  an  additional 
quantity  of  fish,  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  has,  if  those  seen 
JnoY°  Tuesday  may  be  accepted  as  a  proof. 
Magnificent  fellows  were  observed  to  plunge,  not  only  in 
the  Lane  End  swim  but  in  the  rapids  below  the  Ferry 
wham,  at  the  head  of  Wenham  hole,  and  in  the  hole  itself, 
Mr.  Wood  contented  himself  with  operating  upon  the  Lane 
j  swjPL  a  ,  towards  evening  he  succeeded  in  hookine: 
F  hiding  a  handsome  fish  of  about  161b.  It  possessed  a 
beautif  ully  small  head,  and  glittering  silver  sides,  and  had 
evidently  not  long  left  the  sea.  Mr.  A.  Capenhurst,  of 
Burton-on-Trent  (late  Derby)  pricked  one  below  the  Ferry 
Chain,  and  I  hooked,  with  the  Devon  barb,  on  the  opposite 
bank,  what  proved  a  large  perch.  Mr.  Capenhurst,  who 
has  always  been  most  successful  amongst  heavy  salmon 
informed  me  that  of  late  he  has  been  taking  some  very 
nne  trout  in  the  Dove,  near  Ashbourne,  but  he  denied  that 
any  salmon  had  been  caught  in  the  Dove  this  year.  It 
was  rumoured  that  a  number  had  been  landed  near  Tut- 
bury,  but  after  hearing  Mr.  Capenhurst’s  explanation,  I 
convinced  there  is  no  truth  in  the  rumour  Two 
Nottingham  gentlemen  were  out  at  Shardlow  on  Monday 
but  the  water  was  too  high,  and  they  returned  without 
meeting  with  any  sport.  It  is  essential  to  have  a  dead 
low  water  for  the  “  Long  Swim,”  which  this  spring  at  least 
baH come  up  to  expectations.  Here  it  was,  however, 
that  Mr.  Capenhurst  got  his  grand  twenty -five  pounder. 

Trout  fishing  on  the  tributaries  has  not  been  extensively 
^  ^  hear  that  in  the  Greet  the  annual  cuttin°! 

of  the  weed  has  been  in  active  progress.  Odd  rods  Were 
at  work  on  Monday,  and  towards  night  the  fish  rose  freely. 
Nothing  of  note  seems  to'  have  occurred  on  the  Dover 
Deck,  but  I  hear  that  in  the  Mansfield  district  sundry  good 
baskets  hit  ve  been  obtainedby  the  aid  of  the  live  minnow. 
Mr.  T.  Wood  and  Mr.  G.  Wood  enjoyed  good  sport  in  a 
tributary  of  the  Soar,  near  Loughborough  on  Monday,  and 
m  addition  they  landed  any  quantity  of  chub,  which  were 
returned. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  severity  of  the  weather  in  the 
early  part  of  last  woek,  I  can  state  as  a  positive  fact  that 
numerous  dead  swallows  were  picked  up  by  the  local 
river  keeper  (Holmes)  and  his  assistant  “Old  Bess,”  in  the 
field  at  the  foot  of  the  weirs,  at  King’s  Mills.  The  poor 
birds  were  actually  starved  to  death,  and  others  nearly 
dead,  were  found  in  the  fishing  punts.  Scores  were  also 
found  to  be  unable  to  leave  the  ground  through  exhaustion. 

Bendigo,  the  once-famous  fighting  man,  was  an  ardent 
angler,  and  would  sit  hours  together  following  his  favourite 
pursuit  of  tight  floating  for  barbel,  with  Chandler’s 
Greaves.  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  seeing  him  kill 
many  big  fish  from  the  niches  of  the  old  Trent  Bridge  at 
Nottingham.  Eleven  years  ago  he  was  buried  in  Foxe’s 
Cemetery,  in  that  town,  and  on  Tuesday  a  statue  to  his 
memory  was  unveiled  in  the  presence  of  a  motley  throng 
including  revivalists,  fighting  men,  and  publicans-all 
friends  and  admirers  of  the  deceased.  The  monument  is 
that  of  a  life-sized  lion  couchant,  and  is  carved  in  Hopton- 
wood  stone,  the  height  being  3ft.  Gin.  Underneath  the 
head  of  the  lion  runs  the  following  curious  inscription  • 
“In  memory  of  William  Thompson,  ‘Bendigo,’  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  who  died  August  23rd,  1880,  aged  sixty -nine  years.  In 
life  always  brave,  fighting  like  a  lion ;  in  death  like  a 
lamb,  tranquil  in  Zion.”  “  Bendy  ”  was  truly  a  remarkable 
man,  and  as  an  angler  he  succeeded  at  various  times  in 
taking  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  prizes  in  the  great 
All-England  Competitions,  which  were  at  that  time  pro¬ 
moted  at  York.  Cock-fighting,  badger-baiting,  running 
and  stone-throwing  were  also  his  delights.  He  was  an 
expert  swimmer,  and  saved  three  people  from  drowning 
He  could  throw  a  stone  two  hundred  yards,  and  a  cricket 
ball  of  5Ioz„  one  hundred  and  fifteen  yards.  He  once  for 
a  wager,  threw  half  a  brick,  with  his  left  hand,  over  the 
Trent  near  the  old  Trent  Bridge  at  Nottingham,  the  dis¬ 
tance  being  about  seventy  yards.  He  also  won  several 
single  wicket  matches  at  cricket.  Being  one  of  triplets 
and  one  of  the  youngest  of  twenty-one  in  family,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  remarkable  that  he  should  have  shown  such  wonder. 
fill  strength  tujd  skill, 


Q 
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NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on 
Friday  evening  last  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  appointed  as  chairmen  of  the  four  divisional 
committees: — No.  1,  Mr.  Fitter;  No.  2,  Mr.  Hall; 
No.  8,  Mr.  Keeling;  No.  4,  Mr.  E.  Gumbley. 
The  financial  year  of  the  society  terminates  on  the  30th  of 
the  present  month,  and,  from  reports  received  from  the 
chairmen  of  the  divisional  committees,  a  good  number  of 
fresh  members  will  join  on  the  1st  of  July;  but,  in  order  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  the  clubs,  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  send  out  circulars  to  the  whole  of  the 
clubs,  calling  their  attention  to  the  same,  and  also  to  em¬ 
body  in  the  circular  the  objects  of  the  society.  Ihe 
divisional  committees  will,  in  the  meantime,  visit  as  many 
clubs  as  possible,  and  try  and  induce  as  many  members  to 
join  the  society  as  can  make  it  convenient.  Messrs.  Fitter 
and  Marsden  gave  in  a  very  flattering  report  of  their  visit 
to  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society.  Their  report  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  committee  as  exceedingly  satisfactory,  as  the 
whole  of  the  members  forming  this  society,  which  number 
about  forty,  had  given  their  word  to  join  the  Benevolent 
Society  on  the  first  club  night  in  July  next.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  C.  White  for  his  efforts  in 
eilisting  the  services  of  so  many  popular  artistes,  who  gave 
their  services  at  the  concert  on  the  Thursday  previous,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society.  To  this  Mr.  White  suitably 
replied,  when  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  artistes  for 
their  valuable  services  in  making  the  concert  a  splendid 
success.  Nothing  under  the  heading  of  general  business 
was  brought  forward,  so  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 


I  am  pleased  to  inform  the  members  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  that  an  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  R.Wing- 
field,  of  Worcester,  has  received  from  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  silver  challenge  cup, 
which  is  to  be  fished  for,  by  the  representative  members  of 
clubs  belonging  to  the  P.A.A.  at  Tewkesbury,  on  August 
Bank  Holiday  next.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  cup,  but  Mr.  Wingfield  informs  me  that  it 
is  a  grand  one,  and  whoever  may  be  lucky  enough  to  win  it 
will  have  something  to  be  proud  of.  The  Worcester 
societies  will  be  called  together  to  view  the  cup  and  select 
their  members  to  compete,  after  which  the  cup  will  be  sent 
on  to  Birmingham,  and  if  possible  be  placed  on  view  at  the 
next  general  meeting,  which  will  take  place  on  June  11th 
next,  upon  which  occasion  the  rules  will  be  distributed  for 
governing  the  fishing  for  this  valuable  prize  so  generously 
given  by  the  Editor  of  the  F.  G.  Whilst  upon  this  important 
subject,  I  wish  to  mention  that  some  of  the  Birmingham 
societies  have  selected  their  champions  to  do  battle  for  this 
important  prize,  and  I  hope  those  societies  who  have  not 
selected  their  men  to  do  so,  and  also  to  take  the  fishing  for 
this  prize  into  consideration,  so  that  their  club  contests 
may  not  happen  upon  the  same  date,  as  it  is  the  wish  of 
all  concerned  that  as  many  representatives  from  societies 
will  take  part  as  possible.  Those  clubs  who  have  selected 
their  men  I  hear  intend  paying  their  expenses,  as  far  as 
the  railway  fare  and  refreshments  go.  This  is  a  matter 
that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  clubs  when  the 
elections  take  place.  _ 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  a  special  concert  was  held 
in  the  new  large  assembly  room  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  The  concert  was  in  every  way  a 
success,  as  the  room  was  filled.  Mr.  W.  Wilkins  presided 
at  the  piano.  The  proceeds  of  the  concert  will  be  the 
means  of  considerably  increasing  the  funds  of  the  society. 


The  Severn  Fishery  Board  bail  ill's  have  taken  out  two 
summonses  against  two  anglers  for  taking  coarse  fish 
during  the  close  season.  One  was  caught  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Worcester,  and  the  other  at  Holt,  with  coarse 
fish  in  their  possession.  The  case  will  be  watched  with 
much  interest,  as  the  Severn  Board  have  been  issuing  per¬ 
mits  to  anglers  who  fish  the  district  where  coarse  fish  were 
prohibited  to  be  taken  during  the  close  season,  and  for 
the  last  two  weeks  the  water  bailiffs  have  been  busy  pre¬ 
venting  persons  taking  coarse  fish  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bewdley  and  Stourport,  although  they  had  in  their 
possession  the  required  permit  to  do  so.  On  the  face  of 
this  there  appears  a  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  Fishery 
Board,  as  it  was  passed  by  the  board  that  no  permits 
should  be  issued  for  the  district  lying  between  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Worcester,  yet  any  amount  of  permits  have 
been  issued,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  board  have 
just  found  out  that  they  have  made  a  mistake,  and  now 
that  the  close  season  is  coming  to  a  close,  they  are  seeking 
to  repair  the  damage  done  by  a  sort  of  locking-the-stable- 
door  policy  after  the  horse  has  been  stolen.  It  will  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  notice  if  any  of  the  anglers  summoned  were 
in  possession  of  the  permit;  if  they  were,  the  Fishery 
Board  will  no  douht  find  out  that  they  have  made  a  mis¬ 
take  in  instituting  proceedings  against  the  two  anglers  in 
question. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

“  There  is  a  prolific  crop  of  salmon  in  Irish 
rivers  this  year.”  Such  was  a  prominent  part  of 
the  evidence  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Brady,  Chief 
Inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries,  in  a  remarkable  case 
of  prosecution  which  came  before  the  Northern 
Divisional  Police  Court,  in  Dublin,  this  week, 
wherein  an  alderman  and  a  fish  dealer  (arcades 
ambus)  were  fined  pretty  smartly.  Mr.  Thomas 
Quinn  was  summoned  by  Mr.  Wm,  Dodd,  clerk 
to  the  Dublin  Conservators,  for  selling  ten  salmon  during 
the  close  season,  on  the  13th  of  January  last.  The  close 
season  for  salmon  was  from  16th  of  August  to  the  31st  of 
January,  audit  is  provided  by  the  Act  that  a  person  hav¬ 
ing  a  trout  or  salmon  in  his  possession,  incurs  a  maximum 
penalty  of  for  each  fish.  Inquiries  elicited  the  fact  that 
large  quantities  of  salmon  were  being  consigned  to 
London  dealers,  and  in  reply  to  these  inquiries  the 


defendant  stated  he  bought  the  fish  from  Alderman  T.  D. 
Pile,  fish  salesmaster,  against  whom  accordingly  a 
summons  was  also  issued  for  a  similar  offence.  Sir  Thos. 
Brady  stated  that  a  great  deal  of  poaching  was  going  on 
over  Ireland,  but  he  was  certain  Alderman  Pile  would 
gladly  assist  the  Conservators  in  putting  down  the  dis¬ 
graceful  practice.  ’ 

The  alderman  admits  having  sold  the  fish,  but  did  so 
under  misapprehension,  and  alleged  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  know  when  the  close  season  set  in,  as  some  two 
hundred  rivers  in  Ireland  were  open  at  different  times. 
The  bench,  however,  took  a  different  view,  and  informed 
the  alderman  he  could  get  the  information  from  the 
Dublin  Gazette.  The  alderman  was  fined  el  for  each  fish, 
which  would  be  blO  for  all,  and  Quinn  was  fined  10s.  for 
each  fish  (£5).  Both  defendants,  however,  gave  notice  of 
appeal.  _ 

Mr.  Thomas  HewSON,  hon.  sec.  Anglers’  Club  of  Ire¬ 
land,  is,  I  hear,  in  company  with  one  or  two  members,  on 
an  experimental  angling  expedition  in  the  Western  Dis¬ 
tricts,  Lough  Mask,  See.,  and  the  report  of  progress  is 
being  anxiously  looked  for  in  piscatorial  quarters  in  the 
metropolis.  _ 

I  think  we  might  now  count  on  a  settled  state  of  the 
climate,  which,  in  most  parts  of  Ireland,  has  been  so 
wretched  during  the  past  month  as  to  spoil  sport.  Very 
little  has  been  accomplished  in  the  matter  of  salmon  fish¬ 
ing  during  that  period,  and  I  learn  from  various  quarters 
that  not  many  strange  rods  have  visited  the  big  lakes  or 
rivers  as  yet,  although  the  Shannon  at  its  renowned  points 
continues  to  receive  the  attention  of  local  sportsmen.  A 
movement  is  on  foot,  as  is  now  generally  known,  for  the 
further  development  of  tourist  traffic  on  the  Upper 
Shannon.  The  district  between  Limerick  and  Athlone  is 
a  magnificent  one,  and  many  years  ago  was  better  known 
to  anglers  and  health-seekers  than  it  probably  is  now. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  to  open  up  beautiful  Lough 
Derg  (where  all  the  big  fighting  fish  repose)  to  the  gaze  of 
the  world  this  year.  Pleasure  steamers  are  going  to  be  put 
on  between  Killaloe  and  Athlone,  and  the  railways  are 
going  to  hold  out  the  bait  of  cheap  fares  to  some  of  the 
most  important  fishing  districts  in  the  east  and  wesL 

Trout- fishing  continues  the  rage  of  the  season,  so  far, 
and  it  is  everywhere  reported  to  be  par  excellence.  The 
fish  are  in  fine  condition  and  abundant.  The  Dublin 
rivers  are  being  well  fished  by  various  club  members,  and 
general  satisfaction  prevails  on  this  head.  I  sec  that  last 
week  an  Irish  trout,  weighing  over  151b.,  was  to  be  seen  on 
the  slab  of  a  fishmonger’s  stall  in  London.  I  wonder 
where  it  was  caught  2  We  would  all  like  to  know. 


The  attendance  on  the  beautiful  Wicklow  rivers  was 
meagre  latterly  ;  but  now  that  summer  has  dawned,  and 
after  such  heavy  rains  as  we  have  had,  better  things  are 
expected.  Everything  is  freshness  now,  and  there  is  an 
Irish  welcome  for  all,  especially  the  angler. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


During  the  past  week  local  streams  have  been 
in  a  flooded  state,  the  smaller  ones  in  some  cases 
overflowing,  nevertheless  good  reports  are  to 
hand  from  many  quarters,  the  disease  amongst 
trout  having  greatly  diminished.  A  good  catch 
is  reported  from  a  strictly  preserved  length  of 
water  in  Cheshire,  yielding  fish  averaging  lib. 
each.  Other  reports  from  the  various  Cheshire 
streams,  which  are  the  popular  resort  of  Man¬ 
chester  anglers,  are  of  a  similarly  encouraging 
nature.  * - 

Our  correspondent,  “  Angler,”  cannot  possibly  have  read 
“  Notes  from  Lancashire,”  as  they  have  appeared  for  some 
weeks  past,  and  in  the  Manchester  papers,  or  he  would 
have  seen  that  the  very  things  that  he  complains  of  as 
taking  place  in  Lancashire,  have  been  repeatedly  dealt 
with  in  no  merciful  manner.  No  doubt  the  president  of 
the  Manchester  district  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
“Angler ’’the  full  particulars.  It  is  useful  to  know  who 
are  the  offenders,  but  useless  to  try  to  deal  with  the  of¬ 
fence,  so  long  as  the  owners  of  private  waters  do  not  care 
to  interfere,  and  the  law  won't  put  a  stop  to  it.  Copper 
kettles  are  cheap  and  of  great  utility,  but  until  the  mania 
for  collecting  those  heirlooms  ceases,  we  must  follow  the 
example  of  the  illustrious  Mark  Tapley  and  make  the  best 
of  it.  No  one  would  more  readily  welcome  stringent 
legislation  than  would  the  Lancashire  fisherman. 


The  Yellow  Dun,  especially  the  hackle,  is  still  the  fly 
doing  the  greatest  amount  of  work,  and  good  baskets  are 
reported  as  resulting  from  this  fly  and  the  Olive  Quill. 


The  modern  system  of  drainage  is  working  out  subject 
matter  of  debate  as  to  the  rapid  rise  and  fall  of  rivers  and 
streams.  A  party  of  anglers  from  Manchester  lately 
visited  the  river  Weaver.  On  arrival,  the  water  was  of 
such  a  colour  as  to  put  fly-fishing  out  of  the  question  ;  but 
in  four  hours  the  water  had  so  cleared  that  nothing 
seemed  to  take  but  the  fly,  at  any  rate,  no  fish  were  taken 
with  anything  else.  Lancashire  anglers  will  be  prudent 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  all  systems  of  fishing,  and  go 
prepared  for  any  condition  the  water  may  happen  to  be  in. 


Lancashire  anglers  are  not  generally  considered  back¬ 
ward  in  supporting  associations  likely  to  further  their 
interests,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  they  fail  to  see  the  great  power  likely  to  accrue 
to  this  association.  It  does  not  yet  appear  to  have  at¬ 
tained  that  hold  on  the  fraternity  which  was  anticipated 
for  it,  and  the  undivided  support  of  every  club  is  desirable, 
especially  considering  the  moderate  subscription  of  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  for  each  fifty  members.  The  local 
centre  council,  at  their  meeting  on  June  3,  brought  this 
item  before  its  members,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  bene¬ 
ficial  results  will  follow. 

The  annual  trip  to  Lincoln  is  progressing  favourably, 
the  committee  have  decided  as  to  the  distribution  and 
sale  of  tickets  which  by  this  time  arc  in  the  possession  of  ihe 
various  clubs.  A  great  success  is  confidently  anticipated, 
and  doubtless  will  be  realised, 


• 

Tiie  prosecution  under  the  Fishery  Act,  in  Manchester 
a  few  weeks  ago,  has  given  entire  satisfaction,  and  if  this 
were  followed  up  by  some  action  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
ridiculously  small  trout,  as  exposed  in  the  various  fish 
mongers’  shops,  the  best  thanks  of  all  anglers  would  be 
due,  and  given  to  the  authorities  so  acting. 


Tiie  latest  addition  to  the  existing  centres  of  the  N°r‘ 
them  Anglers’ Association  has  been  formed  at  Warring¬ 
ton,  by  clubs  representing  three  hundred  anglers,  and  a 
delegate  has  been  appointed.  Warrington  is  displaying  a 
great  amount  of  enthusiasm,  and  at  present  enjoys  a 
united  policy  of  action.  * 

The  next  meeting  of  the  N.A.A.  is  to  bo  held  at  Hud¬ 
dersfield  on  Saturday,  July  4. 


NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

The  late  rains  have  wonderfully  improved  the 
rivers,  and  the  trout  are  rising  to  the  fly.  The 
rivers  are,  almost  without  exception,  in  capital 
trim  ;  the  Nidd,  both  at  Knaresbro’  and  Pateley 
Bridge  ;  the  Derwent,  at  Malton  ;  the  Rye  and  the 
Riccall,  at  Helmsley  ;  and  the  Ure,  at  Borough- 
bridge,  have  all  been  patronised,  and  afford  good 

sport.  - 

A  good  many  of  the  North  Yorkshire  streams,  and  the 
Derwent  in  particular,  are  infested  with  the  otter,  but  Sir 
Charles  Legard’s  hounds,  which  have  now  begun  otter- 
hunting  in  real  earnest,  will  probably  scare  the  vermin  to 
no  small  extent.  _ 


The  Swale  is  in  nice  colour  and  volume,  and  trout  rising 
well.  Several  visitors  have  been  attracted  to  the  waters. 
I  hear  that  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  Darlington,  recently  made  a 
catch  of  over  two  dozen  brace,  and  that  Mr.  Charles 
Musgrave  captured  twenty  brace  while  fishing  up-stream. 
Mr.  Spencer  landed  a  score,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Wallace,  and  Mr.  Rider,  are  accredited  with  having  a 
gallant  time  of  it.  A  later  account  to  hand  gives  the 
following  particulars :  Anglers  in  the  Swale  and  its 
tributaries  again  finished  the  week  wonderfully  well.  The 
best  sport  obtained  was  up-stream  from  Richmond, 
and  the  largest  pannier  of  trout  was  that  of  Mr.  Charles 
Musgrave,  who  captured  forty-five ;  Mr.  William  Carter, 
the  veteran  angler,  made  thirty-four;  Mr.  I.  Sherwood, 
thirty-nine  :  and  Mr.  John  Barker,  two  or  three  panniers, 
of  about  thirty.  Other  fishermen.  Who  have  enjoyed  fairly 
good  sport,  are  Captain  Walker,  of  Hill  House ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Wallace,  Mr.  James  Doherty,  Mr.  James  Groves, 
and  Mr.  Jackson.  On  Monday  the  river  was  so  bright  that 
anglers  were  obliged  to  wait  until  the  evening  gloom. 


Should  the  stone-fly  make  its  appearance,  say  in  about 
a  week— which  is  hardly  probable— trout  anglers  will  have 
a  right  royal  time.  _ 

Pending  repairs  to  one  of  the  mill  dams  at  Ayton,  the 
Derwent  water  will  be  runoff  at  the  north  end  of  Forge 
Valley,  and  thence  down  Scalleybeck.  This  is  somewhat 
discouraging,  for  numerous  district  anglers  are  attracted 
here  by  the  pretty  woodland  scenery.  The  Derwent,  after 
winding  in  a  confined  current,  through  the  valley  from 
Hackness,  here  displays  a  broadened  stream,  and  it  is  here 
that  the  scenery  is  most  charming.  The  lofty  hills  which 
embosom  the  valley  rise  almost  perpendicular,  and  are 
clothed  with  verdant  woods,  under  which  the  river 
Derwent  meanders  through  the  vale. 


In  the  numerous  streams  that  rise  in  the  North  York 
Moors  the  angler  finds  ample  sport.  Even  in  severe 
weather  report  comes  of  first-rate  angling  at  Leyburn. 
Mr.  George  Campbell,  of  Bellerby,  fishing  in  the  small 
beck  which  passes  through  the  village  just  below  the  Mill, 
hooked  a  large  fish  the  other  day,  and  not  having  a  landing- 
net  by  him,  he  had  to  call  for  assistance  to  enable  him  to 
land  it  without  breaking  his  rod.  It  proved  to  be  a  trout, 
weighing,  when  placed  in  the  scales  at  the  mill,  21’o.  7oz. ' 


Fishing  in  North  Yorkshire  is  capital.  A  couple  of  fine 
brown  trout,  perhaps  the  finest  specimens  of  the  kind 
which  have  been  taken  from  the  Tees  of  late  years,  were 
landed  by  Mr.  Fairgreaves,  at  Middleton-one-Row,  last 
Friday  afternoon.  Mr.  Fairgreaves  was  fishing  with  the 
artificial  minnow,  and  after  taking  one  weighing  111b.,  he 
landed,  with  difficulty,  another  which  weighed  no  less 
than  3ilb.  They  were  given  to  Mr.  Price,  a  Middles- 
borough  merchant,  one  of  the  most  experienced  anglers  in 
the  district,  who  is  of  opinion  that  finer  specimens  of  the 
brown  trout  have  not  been  taken  from  any  stream  in  the 
north  of  England.  _ 


lUprts  front  Clttlis 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “ Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  SU  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  f  or  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  June  8,  at  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  Winchester 
Arms,  South  wark-street.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
majority  of  the  founders  of  the  North  Lambeth  A.S.  have 
gone  back  to  their  old  quarters,  108,  Westminster  Bridge- 
road,  where  I  hope  they  will  prosper.— G.  W.  Armstrong, 
District  Officer. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 

Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — A  few  mem¬ 
bers  turned  up  on  June  1,  owing  to  the  thunderstorm,  but 
I  am  happy  to  inform  our  brother  members  and  friends  we 
elected  J.  Jewell  as  working  member  of  this  society,  and 
three  more  proposed.  Messrs.  Roberts,  Abrahams,  Davis 
and  Smith,  were  sea-fishing  on  the  31st  ult.,  and  caught 
upwards  of  one  hundred  plaice,  flounders,  and  eels.  I  hope 
we  shall  be  as  successful  with  the  roach,  dace,  &c.,  on  the 
opening  day.  Those  members  who  have  ordered  their 
privilege  and  benevolent  tickets,  will  attend  next  Monday, 
as  I  have  them  ready,  and  we  have  some  urgent  business 
to  get  through.  Be  at.  the  club-room  at  9.15  p.m,— B, 
Abrahams,  sec. 
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Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-strcet, 
Clare  Market. — I  wish  to  remind  all  members  that  our  first 
outing  takes  place  at  Shepperton  for  six  prizes.  On  the 
26th  ult.  we  elected  six  new  members.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Sta^,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— Mr.  Harding  weighed  in 
a  nice  trout  from  the  Lea.  I  trust  members  will  show  up 
in  good  force  on  Wednesday  next,  as  there  is  some  impor¬ 
tant  business  to  be  brought  forward.  Members  are  re¬ 
minded  that  we  fish  a  coaming  match  on  July  12,  instead 
of  June  28.  Those  members  who  require  privilege  tickets 
will  please  send  in  as  soon  as  possible.  — W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Grey¬ 
hound  Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea. —Our  first  annual 
smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  came  off 
last  Wednesday  week,  May  27.  On?  successful  prize¬ 
winners  were  as  follows  :  — Mr.  Bird,  sen.,  first,  gross 
weight  Cl  Is.;  Mr.  Bird,  jun.,  16s.  fid.,  second,  gross 
weight ;  Mr.  Bird,  senr.,  three,  half  guinea  first  prize,  and 
a  handsome  shade  of  flowers;  Mr.  Bird,  jun.,  10s.  fid. 
largest  take  of  roach-  through  the  season,  and  three,  5s. 
for  the  biggest  chub,  bream,  and  jack.  Mr.  Barraclough 
first  prize  a  handsome  meerchaum  pipe,  presented  by  our 
worthy  host.  Mr.  Grigg,  and 5s.  for  the  third  prize;  Mr. 
Jones,  7s.  fid.  second,  and  5s.  for  third  prize.  Mr.  D. 
Cooper,  7s.  fid.  second,  and  5s.  for  the  largest  barbie  ;  Mr. 
Bond,  7s.  fid.  second,  and  Mr.  Bell  5s.  third  prize.  After 
the  distribution  of  prizes,  harmony  was  the  order,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Jones,  our  worthy  chair¬ 
man,  the  same  to  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Bird,  junr.,  for 
the  able  way  in  which  they  conducted  the  affair.  I  am 
very  pleased  to  say  wo  have  two  more  members  to  be 
made  on  Wednesday  evening.— J.  Ricn,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 
Old  Kent-road.— The  special  general  meeting  of  the  above 
society  was  held  on  Wednesday  night,  when  the  rules,  &c., 
were  revised  and  alterations  made  in  the  weight  of  fish  for 
annual  prizes.  Members  are  informed  that  it  is  to  their 
interests  to  attend  at  the  meetings,  as  there  are  a  lot  of 
important  matters  now  in  the  swim.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.-Two  new  mem¬ 
bers  wrere  elected  on  Wednesday  last— Messrs.  Farmer  and 
Foster.  The  visit  to  our  club  on  the  Association  List  will 
take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  8,  when  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  all  who  may  honour  us  with  their  pre¬ 
sence.  The  supper  tickets  are  ready,  price  two  and  six¬ 
pence,  Wednesday,  June  17.  Mr.  Willson  (host),  Mr.  Fred. 
Barker  (chairman  and  steward),  and  the  secretary  will  be 
happy  to  supply  tickets.  All  members,  hon.  and  working, 
and  friends  are  invited.  Privilege  tickets  should  now  be 
applied  for.  -G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Sun  Tavern, 
Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  W.C.— The  annual  supper 
will  take  place  on  June  17,  when  I  hope  that  all  members 
and  friends  will  attend.  All  friends  that  have  promised 
prizes,  and  have  not  sent  them  in,  I  shall  thank  them  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  possible,  to  prevent  delay.  Tickets  can  be 
had  of  the  secretary,  three  shillings  each.  All  friends  and 
members  who  are  unable  to  attend  will  kindly  let  me  know 
by  June  13.— J.  Small,  sec. 

'Bostonian  Angling  Society.— It  is  most  important 
that  all  those  who  were  present  at  the  last  meeting  should 
attend  next  Wednesday,  as  there  is  still  important  busi¬ 
ness  to  transact,  and  those  who  require  privilege  tickets 
Should  give  in  their  names  at  once.  Mr.  Ward  has  taken 
a  nice  trout.— J.  H. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— Our  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes,  fixed  for  June  8,  has  been  postponed  through  un¬ 
foreseen  circumstances  till  June- 10.  After  the  cloth  is  re¬ 
moved  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  any  brother  anglers 
and  friends  who  can  make  it  convenient.  Gentlemen  who 
have  promised  prizes  will  oblige  by  forwarding  the  same. 
— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn.— Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  Thursday,  May  28,  at  the  Kilburn  Gate  Club, 
Cambridge-avenue,  High-road,  Kilburn,  through  kind 
permission  of  the  committee,  when  thirty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  most  excellent  repast  provided  by 
the  steward  and  stewardess  of  the  club,  to  which  our 
members  did  ample  justice ;  and  no  doubt  if  anglers  offered 
fish  such  dainty  dishes  as  we  disposed  of  on  that  festive 
occasion  we  might  anticipate  some  excellent  and  bumping 
shows  of  fish  during  the  forthcoming  season.  After  the 
dinner  Mr.  W.  Goult  occupied  the  chair,  and  proposed  the 
toast  of  “The  Campbell  United  Angling  Society  ”  in  a  very 
efficient  and  amusing  manner,  which  was  received  with 
loud  applause,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  Tanner,  our 
president.  The  other  toasts  were  gone  through  in  the 
usual  way.  The  chairman  then  distributed  the  prizes  to 
the  various  winners,  the  most  successful  being  Messrs. 
Lake,  Hall,  J.  Tanner,  Farnie,  W.  Tanner,  Fishburn,  and 
Wood.  Then  we  got  on  with  the  harmony  in  a  vigorous 
manner,  and  kept  the  ball  rolling  until  a  late  hour.  A  vote 
of  thanks  given  to  the  chairman  concluded  one  of  the  most 
enjovable  evenings  ever  known  in  tho  memory  of  the 
society.  Members  wishing  to  have  privilege  and  A.  B. 
tickets  are  requested  to  let  me  have  their  names  without 
delay,  or  they  will  only  have  themselves  to  blame  if  they 
do  not  receive  them  by  the  opening  of  the  season.  Any 
gentleman  wishing  to  join  this  flourishing  society  can  do 
so  by  attending  on  any  Wednesday  evening  at  our  head¬ 
quarters.  We  have  three  new  members  proposed,  who 
will  be  balloted  for  next  week,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
have  some  more  join  us  before  the  15th,  so  that  they  can 
compete  for  the  prizes,  of  which  we  have  already  a  large 
list.— E.  W.  Wood,  hon.  sec. 

Causton  Angling  Society.— The  first  meeting  of  this 
society  for  the  season  1891-92  took  place  on  Monday,  the  1st 
inst.,  at  tho  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick-lane,  City ;  Mr. 
E.  C.  Williams  and  Mr.  Harry  Dunn  presided.  Messrs.  C. 
Spanswick,  Tom  Bohling,  C.  A.  Shaw,  J.  Guest,  and  Harry 
Elliston  were  duly  enrolled.  Notwithstanding  that  this  is 
a  non-gross-weight  society,  a  committee  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  still  further  raising  the  standard  with  regard  to 
weighing-in  of  fish.— John  SmiTh,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs — 
The  members  of  the  competition  committee  and  anyone 
interested  arc  invited  to  be  present  at  the  next  meeting, 
to  be  held  at  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  A.S.,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-streot,  Pentonville,  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  10th  inst.,  8.30  p.m. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  Bride- 
lane,  Lud gate-circus. —A  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association 
list  was  paid  to  the  above  club  on  Monday  evening.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Convivial  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  City  of  London  Tavern,  Sidney-street,  City-road.— Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  tho  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— The  .seven¬ 
teenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  this 


society  took  place  on  Thursday  evening  week.  May  28, 
when  thirty-eight  members  sat  down  to  a  bountiful 
repast  provided  by  our  host.  After  dinner  Mr.  Wilson 
took  tho  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Moore.  The  secretary  then 
read  his  report,  when  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  society  was 
found  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition.  During  the  past 
season  we  have  weighed  in  a  total  of  7281b.  of  fish  ;  of  this 
amount  Mr.  Wilson  captured  2141b.,  Mr.  Robinson,  1101b.  ; 
Mr.  E.  Bowater,  801b. ;  H.  Moore,  471b. ;  A.  Turner,  421b.; 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  1401b.  The  following  took  prizes  :  Mr. 
Wilson,  first,  gross  weight  and  two  others;  Mr.  Robinson 
(punt),  second ;  Mr.  Moore,  second,  gross  weight  (bank), 
and  six  other  prizes  ;  A.  Turner,  six  prizes;  A.  Bowater, 
five  prizes;  Collis,  three;  E.  Bowater,  two;  Tringham, 
jun.,  two;  Trowbridge,  Tringham,  sen.,  T.  Jameson, 
and  Painter,  one  each.  I  beg  to  thank  the  visitors,  among 
whom  were  Mr.  Keen,  jun.,  professional  fisherman, 
(under  whose  pilotage  4501b.  of  the  above  fish  were  taken); 
Mr.  Burkett  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  tho  Earlsfield  Angling 
Society.  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  members  will  kindly  attend 
in  full  force  on  meeting  nights,  as  we  have  a  busy  season 
in  front  of  us.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— A  delegate  meet¬ 
ing  in  connection  with  the  above  will  take  place  at  the 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  on  Thursday,  June  11, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  next  outing,  the  new  visiting 
list,  and  other  business.  Do  not  forget  tho  visit  to  the 
Barbican  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  White  Bear,  St. 
John-street,  on  Monday,  June8.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Clifton ville  Hotel,  Ilder- 
ton-road,  South  Bermondsey.— A  paper  will  be  read  before 
the  members  of  this  society,  on  Wednesday,  June  10,  by 
Mr.  Arthur  A.  Matthews,  entitled,  “Some  of  My  Angling 
Experiences."  The  members  are  earnestly  requested  to 
attend  on  that  evening,  and  we  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
welcome  any  of  our  angling  friends  from  the  neighbouring 
clubs.  Members  who  have  not  yet  applied  for  privilege 
tickets  are  requested  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
secretary.— W.  W.  Andrews. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road. 
-Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday  next,  June  10,  at  eight  p.m.  Tickets 
are  now  ready.  Members  can  have  them  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  inst.  by  applying  for  them.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  join  us,  tickets  are  three  shillings  each,  or  after 
supper  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  friends  as  can 
possibly  visit  us.— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel, 
Bishop’s-road,  W.— At  a  meeting  held  on  the  3rd  inst., 
Mr.  E.  Sharratt  was  elected  a  member  of  this  club.  It 
has  been  decided  to  commence  business  in  the  future  at 
8.30  p.m.,  instead  of  nine  p.m.  as  heretofore.  Members 
please  note.  The  society  has  rented  a  fine  three-quarter 
mile  stretch  of  the  Colne  (both  banks). 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday  last,  June  2,  our  annual  distri¬ 
bution  of  prizes  took  place,  when  prizes  to  the  value  of 
twenty  pounds  were  presented  to  tho  lucky  competitors, 
foremost  being  Mr.  Killick,  who  took  a  prize  of  £5  5s.,  pre¬ 
sented  by  W.  Bowers,  Esq.  Next  in  rotation  came  Messrs. 
J.  Edwards,  F.  Legge,  A.  Freeman,  C.  Robinson,  Thorn¬ 
ton,  W.  Richardson,  Webber,  Itodwell,  Pocock,  and  Hiles, 
who  took  several  valuable  prizes,  presented  by  Messrs. 
Hayward,_  Peek,  Wheeldon,  G.  Stephenson,  J.  Edwards, 
Killick,  YY  .  Richardson,  Webber,  Legge,  Cogswell,  Slade, 
Spong,  Redwood,  Thornton,  and  Mott,  besides  several  sea¬ 
son  prizes  by  the  society.  The  evening  wound  up  with 
harmony.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — The  opening  day,  or  commencement  of 
the  angling  season  for  fresh-water  fish  at  Pulborough  and 
Amberley,  is  on  the  16th.  Privilege  fishing  and  cheap  ex¬ 
cursion  tickets  in  connection  therewith  to  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  Eldridge  (late  Clout’s),  at  the  above  address.  The 
Arun,  at  present,  like  many  other  rivers,  owing  to  the 
recent  heavy  rain,  is  in  fine  condition,  and  some  excellent 
sport  is  expected.— A.  E..  sec. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society,  Post  Office 
Hotel,  Noble-street,  E.C.— On  Tuesday  next,  the  9th  inst., 
a  general  meeting  of  the  above  will  be  held,  to  discuss 
several  important  matters  of  interest  to  this  society, 
one  among  them  being  to  arrange  an  .'outing  for  prizes  on 
the  opening  day.  Members  are  also  reminded  that  unless 
they  are  clear  on  the  books  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  com¬ 
pete  for  prizes.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  enrol  any  brother 
officers  as  members  who  would  like  to  join  us,  especially 
as  working  members.— L.  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park, 
N.— We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Monday,  being  quarterly 
night,  when  a  lot  of  business  was  got  through.  Two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  a  good  list  of  prizes  was  made 
out  for  the  ensuing  season.  Any  member  intending  giving 
a  prize,  who  has  not  given  it  in  yet,  will  kindly  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  I  want  to  get  the  list  printed.— A.  P., 
secretary. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.— On  Monday  last,  a  return 
visit  was  paid  at  the  above  society,  when  the  following 
clubs  were  represented :— Brunswick  Brothers,  Eastern 
Piscatorials,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Stepney,  Stoke  Newington, 
West  Ham  Brothers,  and  North-Western.  I  do  think 
secretaries  might  induce  their  members  to  return  the  com¬ 
pliment  to  make  visits  more  successful.— G.  Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.— The  twenty- 
eighth  annual  supper  of  the  above  society  took  place  on 
the  28th  inst.,  and  met  with  the  usual  success;  nearly  sixty 
members  and  friends  attended.  The  chairman  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Fitch),  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  The  Success 
of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,”  stated 
that,  owing  to  the  very  unfavourable  weather,  the  past 
season  was  tho  worst  the  society  had  experienced  for  many 
years,  consequently  the  weight  of  fish  -6551b.  3oz.— was 
very  much  below  our  average.  In  all  other  respects  the 
society  had  increased.  Mr.  J.  Crumplen  responded  on 
behalf  of  the  visitors,  and  was  greatly  applauded  for  his 
remarks  on  river  preservation,  & c.  A  beautiful  water- 
colour  painting  of  a  trout  was  presented  by  Mr.  Crumplen 
to  the  society,  and  will  be  greatly  valued  by  the  members. 
Mr.  W.  Wade,  secretary  C.A.,  responded  to  the  toast  of 
“The  Central  Association,”  and  drew  special  attention  to 
the  forthcoming  great  angling  contest  in  the  C.A.  waters 
at  Pulborough,  towards  which  the  G.N.B.  have  voted  two 
guineas,  and  several  members  have  given  prizes.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony.— J.  A. 
Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.—1 The  annual  general  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Basinghall- 
street,  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  a  large  number  of  the 
members  were  present;  G.  Chambers,  Esq.,  vice-president, 
was  in  the  chair.  The  secretary  read  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  the  balance-sheet,  by  which  the  society 


was  shown  to  be  in  very  nourishing  condition,  with  a  sub¬ 
stantial  balance  in  hand,  and  a  valuable  library  and  other 
effects.  1  he  chairman  moved  tho  adoption  of  tho  report 
and  accounts,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  The 
Right  1190.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  tho  president,  and  the 
vice-presidents  were  re-elected.  The  committee  were  then 
elected,  and  consist  of  Messrs.  Allen,  Bassett.  Bentlev. 
Davies,  Field,  Iletcher,  Fosbrooke,  White,  and  Young;  and 
the  officers — viz.,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  hon.  treasurer;  Mr. 
h  .  vv  .  Norman,  hon.  curator  and  librarian  ;  and  Mr.  Jamt  s 
lajdor,  secretary,  were  re-elected.  A  vote  of  sympathy 
with  the  relatives  of  the  late  Sir  R.  N.  Fowler,  Bart.,  who 
was  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  was  agreed  to.  Messrs. 
Parker  and  La  Feuillade  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
Anglers  Association,  a.nd  Messrs.  JJcntley  and  Girling  to 
the  Central  Association.  A  long  discussion  ensued,  and 
the  desirability  of  increasing  the  standard  sizes  of  fish,  and 
a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  subject.  The  Rev.  E.  Meyer  gave  a  very  humorous 
description  of  a  fishing  excursion  in  Ireland,  and  Dr. 
Brunton  read  a  highly-interesting  paper,  entitled  “a  Day 
or  t  wo  on  the  Deveron  After  the  Trout,”  and  votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  those  gentlemen.  Mr.  C.  S. 
Bentley  presented  a  book,  “A  Week  in  a  Wherry  on  the 
Norfolk  Broads,  for  which  he  was  suitably  thanked.  Two 
new  members  were  proposed  for  election. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose, 
Popham-road.— A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
ilrranSe  about  the  prizes  and  other  business. 
Members  not  receiving  notice  kindly  accept  this  —  J  II 
Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Socicty.-Mr.  G.  Manning 
will  not  read  a  paper,  as  announced  last  week,  but  will 
address  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  10th  inst., 
the  subject  being  Recollections  of  the  river  Lea,  past  and 
present ;  giving  reasons  why  anglers  are  not  successful.” 
Light  special  pnzes  were  announced  to  be  fished  for  on 
the  1/th  and  20th  instant;  for  particulars  see  last  week’s 
issue  of  this  paper,  or  they  can  be  obtained  at  the  club¬ 
house. — H.  B. 

Leeds  Golden  Fleece  Angling  Club.— Mr  E  8 

Shrubsole,  of  London,  read  a  paper,  entitled,  “Some  Red- 
Letter  Days,  to  the  members  and  friends  of  this  club  on 
Wednesday  evening,  May  27,  F.  M.  Walbran,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair,  there  was  a  very  good  attendance,  and  among 
those  present  were  Mr.  J.  Leah  (president),  Messrs.  F.  E. 
Whitham,  W.  G.  Itoyston,  J.  Green,  Walker,  Harrison  \V. 
Howard  J.  Hunter,  and  representatives  from  most  of  tho 
clubs  in  the  town.  The  paper  was  very  interesting  and  in- 
stiuctive,  and  was  listened  to  witli  much  pleasure  by  tlio^o 
present.  Mr.  Leah  proposed,  and  Mr.  W.  Howard  seconded, 
that  our  best  thanks  be  given  to  Mr.  Shrubsole  for  his 
kindness  in  coming  such  a  long  distance  to  instruct  and 
amuse,  which  was  most  cordially  agreed  to  ;  likewise  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Shrubsole,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Harrison  (Bramley),  to  the 
chairman.— T.  Hunter,  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
cliester-street,  Pcntonville-road.— On  Monday  last,  June  1 
the  above  society  s  ninth  annual  supper  and  distribution 
ot  prizes  took  place,  when  twenty-six  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  grand  spread,  the  chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  G  MurVay  ;  vice,  Mr.  T.  More.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  afterwards  took  place:  Mr.  Beesley,  first  gross 
weight  ;  Mr.  More,  second;  Mr.  White,  third;  other  mem¬ 
bers  taking  prizes  too  numerous  to  mention  We  have  un¬ 
wards  of  £20  in  prizes  promised  for  next  season.  Next  week 
being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  Mem¬ 
bers  requiring  their  privilege  sards  will  oblige  by  forward¬ 
ing  remittance.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel  5  Ouecn’s- 
square,  and  St.  John’s-lane,  Liverpool.— Wo  had  a  good 
meeting  last  week  The  weather  seems  to  have  taken  a 
turn  and  we  have  had  a  few  nice  days.  This  brought  some 
flies  out  and  some  very  good  trout-llb.  and  upwards- 
were  taking  them  very  freely  This  is  the  first  time  this- 
year  that  there  lias  been  anything  like  a  rise  of  trout  in  our 
Knowsley  water.  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  Cai.stor,  Lincolnshire 
sent  us  a  lot  of  fine  tench  last  Tuesday,  they  came  through 
all  right,  and  in  good  condition,  and  were  all  safely  placed 
in  the  Knowsley  water.  One  of  our  members  has  been 
having  some  rare  sport  with  the  trout  in  the  river  Vvrnw  v 
and  enjoyed  it  immensely.  This  fishing  is  more  nleasm.r 
than  poking  about  in  a  boat  all  day. -It  Woolevtt 

Marlborough  Angling  Society,  Victory  Trafalgar 
road,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.-Mr.  J.  H.  Pugh,  th4  president 
took  the  chair  at  the  ninth  annual  dinner  of  this  society 
which  was  held  at  the  club-house  as  above,  on  Tuesday 
night ;  the  vice-chair  was  filled  by  Mr.  Harry  D  Glover 
Au  excellent  mom  was  placed  on  the  table' by  host 
Huggins.  After  the  dinner,  which  was  heartily  enjoyed 
the  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "The  Queen  and  Royai 
Famdy.  Mr.  Grover  then  submitted  the  toast  of  the 
evening  Success  to  the  Marlborough  Angling  Society.” 
Ho  said  that  although  the  society  was  not  a  large  one  its 
members  were  very  energetic  and  enterprising  Ho 
wished  the  society  every  success.  (Applause)  Mr. 
Arthur  Matthews  responded  on  behalf  of  his  brother 
members,  thanking  the  company  for  tho  cordial  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  the  toast.  He  said  ho  looked 
forward  to  the  society  eventually  becoming  a  verv 
flourishing  one,  and  he  appealed  to  non-members  to  enrol 
their  names  on  the  books  of  tho  society  He  cou’d 
assure  them  they  would  never  regret  the  day  they  joineu 
the  society.  I  here  was  no  doubt,  ho  proceeded,  t  hat 
angling  was  becoming  a  most  important  and  influential 
branch  in  the  world  ot  sport.  In  Loudon  alone  the  cluls 
numbered  over  two  hundred,  with  a  membership  oi 
seven  thousand;  and  he  believed  the  aggregate  total  t<  v 
anglers  in  London  was  GO, 000.  He  maintained  that ‘with 
regard  to  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to  river  pollution  and 
fighting  for  the  right  to  fish  in  the  Thames  and  other 
rnrers,  the  anglers  were  doing  a  grand  work  for  the 
public,  lie  again  heartily  thanked  them  for  the  wav  in 
which  they  had  received  the  toast,  and  in  conclusion 
wished  the  society,  which  had  been  in  existence  some 
nine  years,  every  success  ancl  prosperity  in  the  fntnrr* 
The  toast  of  “The  President”  suitably  proposed  bv  Mr 
Stevens,  was  received  with  musical  honours  and  Air' 
Pugh,  in  reply,  said  he  should  always  do  his  best  to  ore' 
nmte  the  interest  of  the  society.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  ensued,  the  principal  reeinients  being  Messrs 
Pugh,  Godley,  Arthur  Matthews.  Fawcett,  and  Glover 
The  prizes  consisted  of  sums  of  monev  1 
diamond  ring  (won  by  Mr  lffig.fi,  Tc'heck  S'” 
Nottingham  rod,  a  pipe  and  cigar  case,  boxes  of  cigars 
bottles  of  spit  its,  gentlemen  s  sliirls,  and  a  copper  kettle* 
Numerous  prizes  were  promised  for  next  year,  and  nearly 
a  dozen  new  members  were  made.  “The  Health  of  tho 
Prize  Donors  proposed  by  Mr.  Godley,  was  heartily 
diunk.  Mr  Bob  I  urnham  responded.  Mr.  IIarrv  Glover 
proposed  Ihe  V  isitors,  and  the  toast  was  acknowledged 
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by  Mr.  Bright,  who  said  he  trusted  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
shortly  meeting  the  Marlborough  Angling  Society  on  the 
banks  of  the  Chelmer.  The  remaining  toast,  the  Host 
and  Hostess,”  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Dewell;  Mr.  A.  H. 
Huggins  was  the  replicant. — F.  Godley,  sec. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Carlisle- 
etrcct,  Edgware-road,  W. — On  Wednesday,  May  27,  we 
had  our  return  visit,  when  thirteen  clubs  were  represented, 
andit  was  a  very  good  muster.  Our  society  wish  to  thank  all 
members  for  their  company  on  that  night.— W.  F.  Pearse. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s-walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road.— Tuesday  being  our  usual 
weekly  meeting  night,  we  had  a  good  attendance  ol 
members,  and  three  new  ones  were  made.  I  hope  the  mem¬ 
bers  that  were  not  there  will  not  forget  our  outing  on  June 
21  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  this  society  can  receive  all 
information  by  applying  to  the  secretary,  or  of  the  landlord 
at  the  bar.— J.  Comber,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Odd  Kent- 
road  _a  large  number  of  anglers  assembled  on  Thursday 
week  at  the  above  address,  the  occasion  being  the  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  in  connection  with  the  New 
Albion  Piscatorials.  In  the  unavoidable  absence,  through 
a  domestic  affliction,  of  Mr.  Frank  Griffin,  who  was  to  have 
presided,  the  chair  was  filled  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Hugman,  faced 
bv  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett.  The  chairman  proposed  the  toast 
of  “Tlie  Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  and  the  presentation  of 
prizes  followed,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Mr. 
r  W  ilir'inan.  The  successful  competitors  were  as 
follows  :-Messrs.  R.  Mudd,  C.  Newbury,  R.  Shonfield, 
A.  E.  Baldwin,  R.  La  Feuillade,  J.  N.  Hearn,  W.  F. 
Grimmett,  R.  Turnham,  A.  R.  Matthews,  F.  Watts,  W. 
Bassett,  J.  Read,  E.  Marsland,  C.  Hibble,  J.  Marks,  J.  H. 
Pugh  and  S.  Coombes.  The  chairman  next  submitted  the 
principal  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  and  Prosperity  to 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Club,”  and  said  he  greatly  re¬ 
gretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Griffin,  as,  being  a  fisherman,  he 
could  have  more  suitably  given  them  the  toast.  Never¬ 
theless  he  (the  chairman)  could  assure  them  that  he  should 
not  be’ behindhand  in  wishing  every  success  to  the  club. 
The  society,  which  numbered  sixty-three  members,  was  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition.  It  had  a  cash  balance  on  the 
ri°-ht  side,  and  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  go  on  and 
prosper.  (Applause.)  Mr.  W.  Grimmett,  in  replying  to  the 
toast  was  very  heartily  received.  He  said  it  afforded  him 
very  great  pleasure  to  see  the  progress  made  by  the  society. 
He  had  been  associated  with  it  since  its  foundation,  and  his 
great  desire  was  to  see  it  become  one  of  the  leading  societies 
in  South  London.  The  principal  object  the  members  had 
in  view  was  to  acquit  themselves  as  sportsmen,  by  which 
he  meant  to  say  that  they  wished  to  Ash  for  the  sport  of 
the  thing  rather  than  for  the  prizes.  In  the  course  of  the 
past  season  they  had  put  up  as  many  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  as  was  possible,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the  club  to 
increase  their  number  during  the  coming  season.  He  pro- 
c  eded  to  refer  to  the  open  competition  which  the  club  had 
originated  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  and  regretted  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  their  own  members,  no  one  had  taken  tickets  to  fish 
for  prizes  to  the  extent  of  £10.  (A  voice:  Shame.)  When 

the  N  AP’s  were  trying  to  forward  the  interests  of  fish 
nre  servation,  such  treatment  was  very  disheartening.  He 
was  forced  to  admit,  on  the  face  of  it,  that,  as  a  class,  the 
London  club  anglers  were  a  selfish,  narrow-minded  body  of 
men  He  declared  that  all  they  cared  about  was  pot- 
buntino-  ”  (Laughter.)  If  they  continued  as  at  present  the 
London  club  anglers  would  find  that  they  would  soon  be 
able  to  catch  no  fish  at  all.  He  thought  anglers  ought 
to  be  sportsmen,  not  gross  weight  fishermen.  In  con¬ 
clusion  he  wished  continued  prosperity  to  the  club,  and 
thanked  them  very  heartily  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  received  the  toast.  The  vice-chairman  proposed  the 
toast  of  “  The  Visitors  and  PrizeDonors,  to  both  of  whom 
the  club  were  greatly  indebted.  With  regard  t9  the 
visitors,  they  only  came  once.  The  next  time  they  visited 
the  club  they  did  so  as  members.  He  thought  there  must 
W  m  'thing  “Uking”  about  the  New  Albions.  (Laughter.) 
As  to  the  prize-donors,  they  were  greatly  pleased  to  have 
them  amongst  them,  for  they  were  deeply  indebted  to  them 
for  the  handsome  way  in  which  they  had  subscubed  to 
their  prize  list.  In  coupling  the  toast  with  the  names  of 
Mr.  Grimmett,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Clayton,  the  vice-chairman 
observed  that  they  should  in  the  future  do  away  with 
money  prizes,  and  devote  subscriptions  to  the  purchase  of 
articles  which  would  remind  the  members  of  their  associa- 
tion  with  the  N.A.P.’s.  Mr.  Grimmett,  sen.  in  reply,  said 
he  had  enjoyed  many  pleasant  evenings  in  the  company  of 
the  members  of  the  society,  and  he  wished  it  every  success 
and  prosperity.  Mr.  Clayton  also  responded  and  saul  he 
should  be  delighted  to  become  a  member  of  the  society, 
i  Applause.)  “  The  Health  of  the  Secretary/  was  received 
with  musical  honours.  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  in  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  toast,  presented  his  report.  During  the  past  season 
the  members  had  weighed  in  4261b.  of  fish,  or  401b.  more 
than  the  previous  year  ;  but  their  efforts  to  obtain  private 
fishing  had  been  unsuccessful,  and  the  committee  would 
be  most  happy  to  receive  particulars  of  suitable  water  for 
the  club  In  regard  to  monetary  matters,  the  club  had  con¬ 
tributed’  £2  11s.  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  £2  to 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  £1  Is.  to  the 
Thames  Rights  Defence  Fund,  and  £1  Is.  to  the  Hickling 
Broad  Defence  Fund.  They  had  still  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£9Q  17s  8d.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Baldwin  thanked  the 
gathering  for  the  kind  way  in  which  they  had  received 
him,  and  assured  the  members  that  he  should  always  do 
his  utmost  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  club. 

North  Eastern  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  6, 
Blom field-street,  London- wall,  E.C.-Me  libers  requiring 
the  new  privilege  ticket  are  recpiested  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing  on  the  11th  instant.  It  being  our  yearly  night  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  and  other  important 
business  will  occupy  their  attention,  and  I  trust  all  will 
make  a  point  of  being  present.— G.  T.  Fletcher,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  104  and  10S  West¬ 
minster  Bridge-road.  S.E.-Having  for  some  weeks  past 
been  rather  uncertain  as  to  whether  we  should  be  justified 
in  claiming  the  above  name,  I  have  not  sent  any  import- 
But  it  having  been  decided  at  the  last  delegate  meetnig  of 
the  Anglers’  Association  that  we  should  retain  the  above 
name  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  insert  as  usual,  noting 
our  change  of  address  and  meeting  nights,  which  arc  now 
held  on  Fridays  and  Sundays.  I  am  glad  to  say  wc  are 
progressing  fairly  well,  slow  but  sure.  I  am  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  commencement  of  the  season.  I  would 
ask  our  members  to  attend  our  next  meeting  for  a  pos¬ 
sible  settlement  of  our  first  outing ;  also  to  discuss  more 
serious  business.-F.  W.  Wallis,  lion.  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hclloway- 
road  Highbury.—  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  June  10, 
for  the  election  of  officers  and  other  business.— H.  Stretch, 
hon.  sec. 


Original  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Wel¬ 
lington,  South-street,  Hercules  Buildings,  Lambeth,  S.E.— 
We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  on  the  31st  ult.,  when  we 
decided  to  open  the  season  with  a  pegged-down  match  at 
Amberley  on  the  21st.  Mr.  Renvoize,  of  the  St.  Thomas’s 
Angling  Society,  gave  a  handsome  silver  cup,  under  glass 
shade,  to  be  fished  for  on  July  24,  in  a  pegged-down  match. 
Messrs.  Budd  and  Mann  also  offered  prizes.— J.  Mann,  sec. 

Pecltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.— The  members  of  the 
various  angling  societies  on  the  South  London  United 
Visiting  List,  are  reminded  that  the  benefit  for  Mr.  A.  Duke, 
secretary  of  the  society,  takes  place  on  Monday  next, 
Members  are  especially  requested  to  attend  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  to  arrange  matches  for  the  coming  season.— A.  Tozer, 
hon.  sec.  ( pro  tern). 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson 
grove.— The  first  visit  to  our  new  club-room,  as  above,  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  16.  It  is  our  earnest  wish 
that  we  shall  have  a  bumper,  as  we  have  never  missed 
a  visit.— W.  B. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Horse  Shoe  and  Magpie, 
Great  Bath-street,  Clerkenwcll.— Members  are  informed 
that  next  Wednesday,  the  10th  inst.,  is  quarterly  night, 
when  a  full  attendance  is  urgently  requested,  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  and  other  important 
business.— J.  Skinner,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope  Tavern, 
Tottenham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— Our  smoking 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  which  was  a  great  success.  I  beg  to  inform  members 
that  the  privilege  tickets  are  ready,  and  hope  they  will 
make  early  application  for  them.— F.  C.  Longland,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road.— On  Tuesday  last,  our  seventh  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  when  thirty- 
five  members  and  friends  enjoyed  an  excellent  supper, 
provided  by  our  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  M.  Brown.  After 
supper,  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful 
members  with  the  following  result Club  prizes  taken  by 
Messrs.  J.  Petrie,  twenty  shillings,  gross  weight;  W. 
Worth,  ten  and  sixpence,  gross  weight ;  G.  Sanders,  ten 
and  sixpence,  specimen  roach  ;  C.  Holmes,  specimen  carp, 
ten  and  sixpence;  and  Mr.  F.  Lovibonds,  jun.,  specimen 
dace;  private  prizes,  Messrs.  J.  Petrie,  seven  half 
guineas;  W.  North,  fishing  bag;  and  landing  net  and 
handle,  two  half  guineas,  and  one  five  shillings;  H.  Bigsby- 
two  half  guineas,  and  three  five  shillings  ;  Mr.  Sanders, 
twenty  shillings,  seven  and  sixpence,  and  two  other  prizes ; 
Mr.  Paine,  twenty  shillings,  ten  and  sixpence,  five  shillings 
and  rod ;  Mr.  Arrigoni  and  T.  Lovibond,  jun.,  one  ;  J. 
Barnes,  two;  G.  May,  four ;  C.  Smith,  jun.,  one;T.  Lovi¬ 
bond,  sen.,  one ;  C.  Holmes,  two.  After  prizes  were  dis¬ 
tributed.  songs  were  rendered  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Arrigoni;  vice-chair,  Mr.  H.  Docker;  W.  Watling.  H. 
Peices,  J.  Jones,  Mr.  Butter,  Mr.  Dash,  Mr.  Stretch,  jun., 
and  several  more  in  good  style.  Our  prize  list  for  the 
following  season  was  started,  when  we  had  a  few  good 
prizes  offered.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next,  very  important  business.— S.  Cane,  sec. 

Shepherds’  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush  Hotel, 
Shepherds1  Bush  Green.— We  have  the  pleasure  toannounce 
that  on  the  1st  inst.  we  were  unanimously  enrolled  with 
the  Central  Association.  The  committee  elected  three 
members  on  the  3rd  inst.,  and  some  more  names  arc  in 
nomination  ifor  next  week.  Active  preparations  are  in 
hand  for.  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  committee, 
whilst  fully  cognisant  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  a 
new  club,  think  they  can,  by  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  and  working  patiently  and  diligently,  shortly  be 
able  to  announce  to  their  brother  members  that  the 
foundation  of  the  association  has  been  well  laid  in  concrete. 
Members  and  their  frionds  are  desired  to  remember  that 
our  opening  banquet  will  take  place  on  the  17th  inst. — 
Crystal  Hook. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  last  Saturday  the  mem¬ 
bers  held  their  second  contest  this  season  in  the  Tees  at 
Middleton-one-Row,  below  Dinsdale  dam.  It  was  a  go-as- 
you-please  match.  Competitors  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
fishing  fly  .or  bottom  as  they  pleased,  on  either  side  of  the 
river.  There  was  a  “  fresh  ”  on,  so  the  bottom  fishers  hed 
the  best  of  it.  Result  was— First  prize  (twenty  shillings 
and  silver  medal),  presented  by  the  president,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Sharp,  won  by  F.  Vavy,  lib.  6k>z.,  over ;  second,  T.  Hindle, 
lib.  Gloz.;  three,  T.  Hooper,  lib.  4ioz.  Others  in  order 
named,  Messrs.  Swainston,  Gillam,  Rutherford,  jun . 
Smythc,  Maughann  Bagshaw,  Robson.  It  proved  a  most 
enjoyable  match,  opinion  being  freely  expressed  in  favour 
of  the  “go-as-you-please  ”  mode  as  against  the  staked-out 
plan.  Last  Tuesday  being  quarterly  night,  the  election  of 
officers  took  place,  Mr.  Kelly  and  Griffin  being  elected 
president  and  vice-president  for  the  coming  quarter. 
Messrs.  Poole,  Puttock,  and  Gealc,  auditors,  for  the  same 
term.  Members  are  reminded  that  our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  next  Tuesday,  June  9,  at  eight  p.m.  sharp; 
after  which  the  distribution  of  prizes  won  by  the  members 
for  the  past  season,  will  take  place,  and  a  smoking 
concert,  at  which  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  members  and 
friends  from  other  societies.  Any  prizes  not  yet  forwarded 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  before  that  date.  Members 
requiring  privilege  tickets  will  please  forward  name  and 
fee,  one  shilling  and  one  penny,  as  the  tickets  are  now 
ready.— J.  T.  Sviythe,  sec. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— Our  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday,  June  1,  when  a  splendid 
repast  was  served  up  by  our  host,  Mr.  G.  Knight.  After 
the  cloth  was  removed  the  evening  was  given  to  harmony 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  The  toast  of  the  evening— “  The 
Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society  ’’—was  proposed  by  Mr. 
G.  Manning,  and  responded  to  by  R.  Spencely.  “The 
Angling  Association  ”  was  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Breeden, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  G.  Manning.  The  toast  of  “  Our 
host  and  hostess”  was  received  with  musical  honours.  The 
prize-winners  were  Messrs.  Barbet,  Coats,  Hooper,  Machin, 
Jones,  Marsh.  Dean.  Polykett,  Breeden,  Shead,  A.  Marks, 
Brown.  I).  Marks,  F.  Wade,  E.  II.  Wade.  The  principal 
prize  of  the  evening  was  a  life-size  photograph,  given  by 
Mr.  Wright,  Bethnal  Green-road.  There  was  a  numerous 
quantity  of  prizes  given  in  to  be  fished  for  during  the 
coming  season.  May  it  be  better  than  the  last.— R. 
Spencely,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Wal¬ 
worth  Waltonian  A.  S.,  held  at  the  St.  Paul’s  Tavern, 
Westmoreland  -  road,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th.  The  first 
friendly  competition  of  the  coming  season  amongst  the 
societies  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  July  19, 
tickets  for  same  have  been  sent  to  every  society  on  list. — 
A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 


St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— At  our  last  meeting  it 
was  resolved  that  we  arrange  a  smoking  concert  for  Mr. 
W.  Massey,  one  of  our  members,  who  has  been  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  seven  weeks,  and  has  undergone  several  opera¬ 
tions,  and  is  now  unable  to  follow  his  employment.  It  was 
also  arranged  that  Mr.  W.  Jackson  should  read  a  paper  on 
Justice  North’s  decision  on  the  “  Smith  v.  Andrews  ”  case 
on  Friday,  June  12,  when  anglers  and  friends  are  invited.  - 
F.  Tiiorling. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith. —On  Tuesday 
last,  at  the  special  meeting,  an  outing  was  arranged  to  take 
place  on  June  21.  Members  to  go  where  they  please,  and 
fish  from  bank  only.  Amount  of  prizes  to  be  settled  on 
Tuesday  next.  Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  or 
Anglers’  Bene volen  t  tickets  will  oblige  by  sending  in  names 
at  once.— H.  R. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon 
Vauxhall-cross.— We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  2nd 
inst,  Mr.  Morning  in  the  chair  faced  by  Mr.  Smith.  Some 
important  business  wes  got  through.  A  newmemberwas 
proposed,  a  Mr.  Petty,  and  will  be  ballotted  for  next  week. 
We  have  a  few  more  vacancies  should  any  gentlemen 
wish  to  join  us.  I  should  like  to  see  all  members  present 
next  Tuesday  to  arrange  the  outing  and  other  business  im¬ 
portant.— H.  C.,  hon.  sec. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 

Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday,  June  3,  Mr. 
Gilbert  gave  his  supper  to  the  members,  which  was  well 
served  up  by  our  worthy  host.  Mr.  Risden  proposed  two 
gentlemen  as  members,  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Blunker. 
Tuesday  next,  June  9,  will  be  the  return  visit  of  the  South 
London  United  Visiting  List  to  this  society,  when  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  welcome  all  brother  anglers.  Notice  to 
members— Last  Wednesday  was  quarter  night.— C. 
Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 

street,  Walworth.— At  the  meeting  held  on  Wednesday 
last  the  half-yearly  balance-sheet  was  presented  and 
passed.  Mr.  Francis  Field  was  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected  a  member.  Mr.  William  Scott  and  Mr.  John 
Pinder  wore  proposed  ;  ballot  to  take  place  on  Wednesday 
next,  June  10.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  eight  o’clock  sharp,  to  arrange  the  prize  list  for 
the  ensuing  season.  Mr.  F.  Barnes  and  W.  Wilson  were 
appointed  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  and  Mr.  Turnbull 
and  Dartnall  delegates  to  the  Anglers’  Association  for 
ensuing  quarter.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-strcet,  New  North-road.— Our  annual  outing 
and  dinner  will  take  place  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  Watersfield, 
near  Pulborough.  The  train  starts  at  6.50,  and  I  hope  all 
members  will  be  in  time.— W.  Mercer,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— On  Thursday  last  the  members  of  the 
above  club  held  their  quarterly  meeting,  and  the  following 
officers  were  unanimously  elected  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore, 
chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  II.  Rogers  to  the  vice-chair ; 
Messrs.  A.  Peart  and  W.  H.  Rogers  were  re-elected  audi¬ 
tors  ;  Messrs.  R.  Mallinson  and  J.  Benham  were  re-elected 
delegates  to  the  Central  Association.  The  following 
members  were  elected  on  the  prize  committee Messrs. 
Holloway,  Digby,  Benham,  Rogers.  Peart,  who  are  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  the  club  on  Thursday  next,  to  award  the 
prizes  for  the  ensuing  season.  Members  requiring  privi¬ 
lege  tickets  must  send  in  their  names  by  the  next  meeting. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  accorded  to  our  late 
chairman  (Mr.  Peart)  for  his  past  services  to  the  club.— J. 
J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 

Ye  Pluckie  Perche  Piscatorial  Society,  Earl  Derby, 

King  Edward-road,  South  Hackney.— Allow  me  to  remind 
your  readers  that  our  club  supper  and  smoking  concert 
takes  place  this  evening  at  the  headquarters  of  the  above 
society.  Music  will  commence  at  8.30  p.m.  All  anglers 
are  welcome  on  presentation  of  privilege  ticket  or  club 
card.— H.  Richardson,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


£3T  River  Repot  ters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 

{30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f  55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  ,,  Putney.  75  „  „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add-!  80  „  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  ham. 

50  „  „  Barnes.  v.85  „  „  Teddington. 

Example:— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  June 

6 . 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Sunday,  , , 

7 . . 

.  2.  1  . 

.  2.23 

Monday,  ,, 

8 . 

.  2.43  . 

.  3.  4 

Tuesday,  ,, 

9 . 

,  3.16 

Wednesday,  ,, 

10 . 

.  4.26 

Thursday,  „ 

11 . 

.  4.46  . 

Friday, 

12 . 

.  5.48 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  The 
objection  to  gross  weight  competitions  was  first  initiated 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  a  time  when  the 
angling  clubs  of  London  were  not  under  such  discipline  as 
they  are  now  ;  and  another  movement  has  been  made  at  a 
period  when  the  objection  will  be  more  generally  accept¬ 
able  and  such  competitions  if  continued  at  all  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  conducted  on  a  very  different  basis.  It  is  no  use 
mentioning  the  names  of  those  clubs  who  are  now  recog¬ 
nising  the  principle  of  competitions  for  specimen  fish,  as  at 
the  first  suggested,  but  it  may  boas  well  to  state  that  in  one 
of  these  at  least  where  the  gross  weight  competitions  are 
not  altogether  ignored,  there  is  a  strict  regard  to  the  sizes 
of  fish  instead  of  being  those  of  the  Thames  standard  are 
so  much  increased  as  to  make  every  fish  weighed  in  as  a 
specimen  fish.  As  the  originator  of  the  movement  on  the 
first  occasion  the  promoters  of  it  in  the  present  day  have  a 
much  more  pleasant  duty  to  perform  as  I  well  remember 
the  opposition  I  had  to  encounter,  and  I  might  almost  add 
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the  abuse  which  was  heaped  upon  me  for  interfering  with 
what  was  then  considered  the  main  clement  and  attraction 
of  the  angling  club-room.  I  foresaw  at  that  time  if  such 
competitions  were  carried  on  with  the  clubs  largely  in¬ 
creasing  in  number,  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  Thames  would 
become  exhausted.  In  order  to  make  the  present  move¬ 
ment  effective,  it  must  be  one  of  a  general  character— not 
one  in  particular— and  if  possible  the  decision  should  be 
unanimous— and  it  is  for  the  angling  clubs  themselves  to 
settlo  the  question  of  gross  weight  competitions  as  there  is 
nothing  in  point  of  law  to  makq  them  illegal.  The  question 
is  undoubtedly  of  vital  importance  at  the  present  time. 
All  theavailablolakesand  ponds  bordering  the  Thames  have 
been  netted  and  there  is  little  to  trust  to  now  in  getting 
fish  for  the  river  in  that  way.  The  purchase  of  yearling  fish 
is  an  expensive  business,  and  would  not  matter  much  if 
the  anglers  and  angling  clubs  as  a  rule  supported  the  work 
but  as  they  do  not  other  measures  must  be  resorted  to  if 
the  angling  interests  are  to  bo  maintained  and  the  stock  of 
fish  kept  up.  To  my  notion  it  is  a  much  more  agreeable 
sight  in  a  club-room  to  witness  an  exhibition  of  specimen 
fish  than  any  number  of  trays  of  fish  of  the  present 
Thames  standard.  I  have  not  referred  at  present  to  the 
other  question  which  can  be  made  one  of  an  illegal 
character  that  of  increasing  the  standard  sizes  of  fish— it 
will  come  as  a  matter  of  course  for  discussion ;  but  I 
heartily  wish  Mr.  Shrubsole  every  success  in  what  he  is 
doing,  and  I  hope  all  will  unite  with  him  in  bringing  the 
entire  scheme  to  a  satisfactory  and  successful  issue.  I  am 
just  now  visiting  the  Lincolnshire  district  as  a  desirable 
change  after  my  recent  bereavement,  and  I  hope  to  be  near 
my  own  river  again  in  the  early  part  of  next  week.— B. 

Hampton  Court. — William  Milbourne  writes — “  There 
is  a  very  good  show  of  roach  and  dace  at  Hampton  Court, 
chub  and  barbie.  I  never  saw  so  many  in  my  life  and  they 
are  very  large.  We  have  not  done  anything  in  trout  fishing 
the  weather  has  been  so  cold,  no  one  cared  to  go  out.” 

Sunbury.— A  gentleman  fishing  in  one  of  Messrs.  T.  and 
A.  Stroud’s  punts  has  taken  a  trout  of  61b.,  and  another 
gentleman  at  the  Weir  one  of  31b. 

SnEPPERTON.— George  Rosewall  has  been  out  a  couple 
of  days,  one  day  with  Mr.  George  Palmer,  who  caught  a 
trout  of  41b.  loz.,  and  the  other  day  with  Mr.  G.  W.  Ellis, 
who  landed  one  of  5ilb. 

Upper  Thames.— The  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
are  in  excellent  trouting  condition,  but  the  bad  weather 
has  prevented  visitors  of  an  angling  turn  from  venturing 
down  to  the  riverside,  or  if  they  did,  soon  made  tracks 
again.  Trout  fishers  have  yet  a  chance  of  quiet  sport,  as 
boating  and  picnic  parties  are  few  and  far  between.  At 
Marlow  Mr.  Nicholls  has  taken  a  pretty  four-pounder.  In 
the  Medmenham  district,  Mr.  Clare  Sturges  has  again 
added  to  his  laurels  by  catching  a  great  fish  of  121b.,  111b. 
and  71b.  How  lucky  Mr.  S.  is— but  he  is  piloted  by  a 
keen  attendant  in  Bob  Young.  Thursday  night.— Rain  has 
been  falling  all  day.  This  will  not,  however,  affect  the 
good  trim  of  the  water  to  any  extent.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Shepperton  and  District).— The  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Shepperton  is  proving  itself  to  be  a 
likely  locality  for  trout.  This  season,  so  far,  has  been  a 
disappointing  one  at  many  places  up  the  river,  but  anglers 
aying  their  respects  to  Shepperton  have  not  always  gone 
ack  to  town  empty  handed.  Indeed,  they,  might  have 
gone  higher  up  and  fared  infinitely  worse.  But  for  the 
cold,  dull,  changeable  weather— so  dead  against  successful 
trouting  operations— doubtless  it  would  have  been  more 
patronised  than  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present ;  but 
still,  all  things  considered,  quite  as  many  anglers  have  been 
out  there  as  at  any  other  place  up  the  river.  George  Itose- 
well,  who  has  the  reputation  of  knowing  where  to  find  a 
nice  basket  of  bream  at  the  proper  season,  is  gaining  con¬ 
siderable  fame  as  regards  the  catching  of  trout,  and  this 
week  his  patrons  have  secured  two  more  fish,  one  of  them 
being  a  regular  beauty.  The  first  fish  was  landed  by  Mr. 
T.  W.  Ellis;  it  scaled  511b.,  and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  George 
Palmer,  one  of  the  most  successful  of  Thames  trout  anglers, 
killed  another  of  81b.  Given  fine  weather  and  a  good 
water,  more  nice  fish  should  soon  be  basketed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Shepperton.— Goose  Quill. 

Thames  (Staines).— Owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather, 
few  anglers  have  made  their  appearance  here  this  season. 
A  gentleman  out  with  Keene  had  a  trout  of  51b.  A  good 
fish  or  two  have  their  haunts  in  the  Belle  Weir.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Messrs.  Howard  and  R.  Smith,  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers  Club,  London,  went  out  with  C.  Hone,  and  were 
successful  in  taking  a  brace  of  fish ;  a  third  trout  was 
missed.  The  fish  weighed  71b.  and  41b.  respectively.— 
Goosequill. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Water,  wind,  and  weather  perfect 
at  time  of  writing,  but  unfortunately  it  has  now  got  late 
for  Thames  trouting,  the  boat  traffic  having  commenced 
in  earnest.  Early  morning  is  the  only  time  now  without 
disturbance,  though  such  parts  as  the  Windsor  Weir 
stream  and  that  grand  stretch  of  fast  water,  the  “old 
river  ”  at  old  Windsor,  are  little  frequented  by  the  boating 
public,  being  difficult  of  ascent.  A  very  fine  trout  was 
taken  opposite  Surly  Hall  Hotel  on  the  31st  ult.  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  of  Chalvey ;  it  weighed  741b.  Many  anglers  will 
regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Henning,  the  late  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Surly  Hall  Hotel,  who  had  been  ailing  for  several 
months  past.-B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— The  wind  keeps  mainly  in  the 
north-east,  which  retards  the  hatching  of  aquatic 
flies.  The  Green  Drake  is  now  due,  but  I  have  not  yet 
seen  any.  The  leading  fly  is  the  Black  Gnat,  which  is 
taking  well  in  this  district.  At  present  there  is  little  or 
no  evening  fishing,  owing  to  the  dearth  of  the  Duns.  A 
basket  of  eighteen  fish  in  the  prime  of  condition  was 
caught  by  a  local  angler  on  Wednesday  last.  There  is  a 
grand  store  of  fish  in  thejAncholme,  and  bo;  tun-fishers  arc 
now  looking  forward  to  the  advent  of  the  16th. — Thomas 
Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— Water  low  and  bright,  still  the  fish 
rise  well.  Single  hair  casts  are  now  in  order,  and  flies 
dressed  also  on  hair.  Killing  flies,  Blue  Uprights,  hackled 
and  winged  and  Olive  Quill. — Iron  Blue. 

Chichester.— A  somewhat  sudden  and  welcome  change 
in  the  weather  has  been  experienced  in  the  south. 
Sultry  weather  with  warm  showers  and  a  gentle  breeze, 
has  given  an  impetus  to  angling  operations.  On  Saturday 
two  visitors  fishing  a  stream  near  Uckfield,  landed  six 
and  a-half  brace  of  trout,  but  not  a  fish  reached  eight 
ounces.  A  few  days  later  a  trout  was  taken  from  the 
main  river  weighing  upwards  of  lib.,  the  same  fish  has 
run  the  gauntlet  for  some  time  and  taken  a  few  yards 
of  tackle.  All  is  looking  rosy  for  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  and  with  the  exception  of  roach, 
fish  are  fairly  forward.  Smelt  continue  to  afford  sporL  in 
the  harbours,  but  bass  has  not  yet  appeared  in  quantities, 
tin  Wednesday  morning  seven  hooper  swans  came  over 
Chichester  Harbour,  travelling  rapidly  to  the  north-east. 


This  is  a  most  unusual  occurrence  for  the  season  of 
year.— George  F.  Salter, 

Derwent  (Ambcrgatc).— The  severe  storm  on  Tuesday 
completely  upset  matters  again,  and  has  put  both  Derwent 
and  Amber  in  semi-flood,  and  it  will  be  the  middle  of  next 
week  before  they  are  in  good  trim  for  the  fly.  The  Drake 
has  not  shown  itself  here  yet.  The  fuugusdiscasc  (Scipro- 
LCflnia  ferox )  is  prevalent  among  the  coarse  fish  in  the 
river  Amber.  I  took  out  two  bream  hadly  affected  on 
Saturday  last,  administered  salt  to  the  sores,  and  returned 
them.  The  pair  would  be  fully  71b.  weight.  I  also  saw 
several  smaller  ones  attacked.— Amber  Dun. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man). — The  rivers  still  remain  rather 
low,  and  in  spite  of  two  wet  nights  during  the  week,  more 
rain  (especially  at  nights)  would  be  acceptable.  Some  good 
baskets  have  been  weighed  in  at  the  Talbot.  The  sea-fish¬ 
ing  is.  now  very  good.  Pollack,  coal  fish,  and  codlings,  are 
plentiful,  whilst  flat  fish  give  good  sport  with  rod,  line,  or 
spear  ;  the  latter  can  only  be  used  on  very  calm  days,  and 
during  spring  tides.  Those  who  think  it  a  poaching  wc  apon 
had  better  try  it  in  twenty  feet  of  water.  — Stormy 
Petrel. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Had  plenty  of  rain,  and  water 
is  now  discoloured.  It  will  be  in  good  trim  by  time  this  is 
in  print.  Mr.  T.  W.  Holmes,  of  Brailsford,  took  eleven 
brace  ;of  trout  from  Brailsford  Brook  on  Tuesday  last ; 
Mr.  Coxon  took  five  fish  (trout)  from  the  Henmore  on 
Tuesday  evening  with  the  minnow.— D.  and  W.  II. 
Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Greta  (Near  Barnard  Castle). — This  stream  has  been 
almost  too  low  for  fishing  this  week,  only  one  fair  dish  of 
fifteen  trout  being  obtained  last  Tuesday.— J.  H.  R. 

Itehen  (Abbotsworthy).— Fish  rising  well,  most  of  the 
day.  Some  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained,  best  killing 
fly— Pale  Olive.— Ginger  Quill, 

Lea.— The  river  Stort  is  in  capital  condition.  This  is  a 
part  that  suffered  some  time  ago  through  the  sinking  of  a 
barge  laden  with  gas  lime,  but  from  what  I  saw,  and  the 
reports  I  heard,  it  seems  to  have  recovered  in  a  great 
measure.  At  St.  Margaret’s  reports  are  cheering.  Trout 
arc  very  plentiful,  and  some  decent  sized  fish  have  been 
taken,  but  nothing  calling  for  particular  mention.  Mr. 
Newton,  of  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  has  a  nice  little  stretch  of 
water  adjoining  his  garden  which  can  be  fished  by  quiet 
well-disposed  visitors,  on  asking  his  permission,  there  being 
no  reservation  to  any  particular  club  members.  Matters 
arc  quiet  at  Rye  House,  but  a  few  good  trout  have  been 
seen,  and  roach  and  dace  have  shown  in  very  largo  num¬ 
bers.  In  the  lower  lengths  which  are  open  at  Cook's  Ferry 
and  Tottenham,  a  good  many  rods  have  been  at  work 
during  the  week,  but  only  a  few  dace  and  bleak  have  been 
the  result.  These  have  been  got  mostly  with  the  fly,  but 
have  not  risen  well  owing  to  the  east  winds.— Spliced 
Joint. 

Leicester.— There  is  hardly  any  angling  items  of  impor¬ 
tance  this  week,  the  daily  downpours  thwarting  the 
intentions  of  numbers  of  our  sportsmen.  At  times  the 
rains  have  fallen  in  torrents,  and  the  streams  are  swollen. 
The  few  who  went  out  only  obtained  a  brace  or  two  of 
small  fish  for  their  industry  and  persistence ;  but  most 
anglers  hereabouts  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  season,  when  shoals  of  old  and  young 
piscators  will  again  do  their  best  to  destroy  the  inhabitants 
of  the  waters  in  this  locality.  Alderman  Barfoot  has  again 
consented  to  preside  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Leicester 
Society  next  Tuesday,  the  Mayor  having  lent  the  old 
Town  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  the  gathering. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
have  now  gone  down,  and  are  cleared  considerably.  The 
weather  has  been  more  favourable  for  angling,  and  more 
anglers  have  been  out.  There  has  been  more  flies  on  the 
water.  The  best  flies  are  the  Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  and 
Stone  Fly.  The  May -fly  has  begun  to  show  itself,  and  the 
fish  are  rising  well  at  them.— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— The  Nene  has  swollen 
considerably  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains,  which 
have  been  almost  continuous  since  my  last  report.  In 
many  places  the  river  has  overflowed  its  banks,  and  many 
acres  of  the  lowland  pasture  is  under  water.  A  Peter¬ 
borough  angler,  named  Parslow,  has  recently  had  a  day’s 
bream  fishing  just  outside  the  cathedral  city,  and  bagged 
231b.  of  bream,  including  some  fine  specimens.  Mr.  Tom 
Burdett,  on  Saturday,  also  had  some  fair  angling,  landing 
a  good  creel  of  dace  and  some  serviceable  eels.— J.  W. 

Ouse,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— More  favourable  weather 
continues,  but  angling  in  the  Ouse  is  greatly  interfered 
with  owing  to  a  great  quantity  of  the  water  being  drawn 
off  for  the  river  bank  improvements,  I  regret  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Cholmley  has  been  obliged,  with  regret,  to  withdraw 
all  permissions  to  fish  in  the  Derwent  at  Howsham,  owing 
to  an  abuse  of  the  privilege  granted.  May-fly  moving  in 
abundance.— Ronald. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— It  -would  be  wise  now  to 
let  the  roach  alone  ;  will  noto  when  they  are  clean  and  fit. 
During  the  week  excellent  dace  have  been  had,  many  of 
them  going  jib.  each.  The  roach  can  now  be  had  with 
the  minnow  or  small  gudgeon.  Mr.  Ralph,  of  the  Ram 
Hotel,  will  inform  angler  where  they  are  to  be  found. 
Now  about  the  pike.  All  along  the  gravel  by  the  Sheep 
Wash  during  the  week  they  have  been  well  on  the  feed  I 
never  saw  them  better  even  in  October.  Plenty  of  caddy 
bait  in  the  water  now.  Train  service  good.— John  O. 
George. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Some  fine  peel  were  taken 
yesterday  in  a  trammel  in  the  Sound,  and  this  is  a  sign 
that  they  are  making  their  way  for  the  rivers.  I  had  a 
nice  basket  of  pollock  brought  to  me  by  one  of  my  fisher¬ 
men  to-day ;  they  averaged  41b.  each,  and  his  catch 
numbered  nineteen— not  had  for  a  morning’s  work  from 
three  to  twelve  o’clock.  Mackarel  are  still  spasmotic  in 
their  visits,  but  they  arc  very  fine  and  largo,  the  trawlers 
have  been  having  good  sport  with  soles,  flat  fish,  and  whit¬ 
ing,  and  also  a  fair  share  of  hake  and  cod,  but  they  have  to 
go  to  the  outer  grounds  for  them.  The  usual  pier  fishing 
is  still  to  be  had.— William  Hearder. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).— Both  streams 
much  swollen  from  the  late  rains,  and  discoloured,  and 
very  little  fishing  has  been  done  in  either  during  the  past 
week,  but  some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  tributaries, 
and  fome  nice  trout  taken  with  the  worm.  The  water  is 
settling  down  nicely  now,  and  should  be  in  good  condition 
for  angling  in  a  day  or  two.  The  rise  in  the  river  brought 
some  salmon  up,  and  the  net  men  have  had  better  fortune 
than  for  weeks  past,  some  very  fine  fish  having  been  taken. 
—Fielding. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  a  little  risen,  and  no  doubt 
some  fish  will  be  killed.  Many  (lies  are  on  the  water: 
Badger,  Downhill,  Fern  fly,  Hawthorne,  and  Yellow  Dun. 

—  Rusty  Game. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle).— On  Saturday  last  the  water 
was  in  good  condition  for  anglers,  and  several  were  off  in 
the  afternoon,  when  suddenly,  as  so  often  occurs,  their 


sport  was  ended  by  the  rush  from  waterworks.  It  will  bo 
a  day  of  rejoicing  for  fish  and  fishers  when  this  contract  is 
ended.  Seven  was  the  largest  basket  got,  owing  to  this 
interruptio.— J.  H.  R. 

Tees  (Darlington). — In  the  Tees,  on  Saturday  last, 
above  High  Force,  Inspector  Mabon  (Fishing  Board  In¬ 
spector),  found  nearly  thirty  anglers,  none  of  whom  had 
less  than  twelve  trout,  and  one  as  much  61b.  weight  of 
trout,  in  good  condition  in  his  pannier.  One  day  last  week 
Mr.  Calford  Gainford  caught  over  91b.,  another  day  .31  lb. ; 
Mr.  Hett,  same  place,  caught  a  trout,  weight,  31b.  7oz.  ; 
Mr.  heargneve.  at  Middleton,  one  row  below  the  dam, 
caught  611b.  weight  of  trout  with  “  Geen’s  Patent  Spiral 
Minnow,  one  fish  weighing  341b.  Mr.  Wood,  same  place, 
caught  nine  trout  with  the  fly,  weighing  over  61b.,  besides 
various  baskets  by  anglers  whose  names  were  not  known. 
Showing  clearly  the  river  is  much  improved  of  late.  Abovo 
catches  there  is  no  doubt  about.— J.  F.  S. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  running  in  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing,  is  a  nice  level,  and  slightly 
stained.  The  weather  has  been  warmer,  and  more  flies 
haYe  been  on  the  water.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).-In  this  district  the  water  has  im¬ 
proved,  and  is  now  running  in  fair  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing,  it  being  a  nice  height,  but  slightly  stained, 
the  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well  at  the  fly.— Wor¬ 
cester. 

Trent  (Nottingham). — The  weather  continues  very 
changeable,  and  heavy  thunderstorms  on  Tuesday  again 
produced  a  rise  on  the  river,  the  water  being  unusually 
thick.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  to  last  long.  On  Tuesday, 
at  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  killed  afresh-run 
salmon  of  161b.  Several  splendid  fish  were  seen  on  the 
move,  and  it  is  evident  the  influx  of  last  week  has  aug¬ 
mented  the  numbers  up.  On  the  tributaries  a  fair  number 
of  trout  were  caught  on  Monday  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Wood 
enmyed  good  sport  amongst  the  fish  in  a  brook  in  the 
Loughborough  district.— The  Man-at-the-Clubs. 

Tyne  (Hexham).— I’.  Shaker,  Esq.,  Stagshaw  House, 
caught  thirty -five  fine  trout  in  his  private  water  at  Cor- 
bridge.  W.  Jobing  caught  nine  good  trout  on  Saturday ; 
I).  Iveig,  two  dozen  nice  trout  on  Thursday.  Devil’s 
Water.— D.  Low,  five  dozen  on  Thursday  last ;  G.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  two  and  a-half  dozen,  and  J.  Mossman,  one  and  a-half 
dozen,  on  Friday.— Geo  Hamilton. 

Upper  Tees.— The  writer  and  a  friend  were  off  here  on 
Monday,  fishing  from  Langdon  to  Cauldron  Snout,  and  got 
7*lb.  of  fine  trout,  four  above  Jib.  each,  the  rest  about  jib. 
The  flies  on  the  water  were  March  Brown,  Orange  Dun 
and  Black  Gnat.  The  best  fish  were  all  killed  with 
Woodcock  and  Orange  tackle,— J.  H.  R. 

Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  &c.— The  recent  rains 
have  greatly  improved  sport,  and  some  good  baskets  have 
been  made,  one  especially  on  the  upper  Wharfe,  consisting 
of  fifty-two  trout,  weighing  18Alb.,  all  taken  with  fly,  be¬ 
tween  ten  a.m.  and  5.30  p.m.  The  minnow  and  creeper 
have  accounted  for  the  best  fish  on  the  Yore.  Best  flies  at 
present  Blue  Partridge,  Yellow  Partridge,  Yellow  Dotterel 
Stone  Midge,  and  Olive  Dun.— Francis  M.  Walbran, 

Whitby  (Esk). — At  last  we  have  got  a  spell  of  fine  wea¬ 
ther  after  a  long  continuance  of  cold  easterly  breezes, 
heavy  rains,  and  dense  fogs.  Angling  so  far  has  been  a 
dead  failure,  or  nearly  so,  for  very  few  trout  have  been 
caught.  The  river  is  now  settling  down  nicely,  and  under 
ordinarily  favourable  weather  conditions  some  good  sport 
is  likely  soon  to  be  had.  The  prospects  of  the  salmon  and 
salmon  trout  fishing  are  excellent.  The  kelts  got  down 
into  the  sea  early  on  in  the  year,  and  very  soon  we  may 
expect  some  clean  run  fish  in  the  river.  The  licensed  net 
fishermen  have  already  started  operations  at  sea.— J.  J. 
Jackson. 

White  Hart,  Ringwood.— The  weeds  have  been  cut, 
and  the  river  is  in  excellent  condition  after  the  recent 
rains.  Anglers  are  having  good  sport.  — L. 

Wye  &  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Anglers  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  still  waiting  for  a  change  in  the 
weather.  What  with  the  thunderstorm  of  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing  last,  and  the  heavy  rain  we  are  having  to-day  (Thurs¬ 
day),  we  shall  not  have  either  river  fishable  for  some  days 
to  come  at  least.  There  has  been  comparatively  nothing 
in  the  way  of  sport  to  report  this  week.— Dotterel. 

Yore  (Hawes).— Water  in  good  order.  Killing  flies, 
Orange  Partridge,  Blue  Partridge,  Dotterel,  and  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple.  Good  sport  ought  now  to  be  had.  I 
had  fair  sport  lately,  taking  nineteen,  seventeen,  and  four¬ 
teen  on  three  occasions.  The  last  catch  was  made  with 
clear  water  worm.  I  see  reports  of  fish-poisoning  in  the 
Richmond  district.  I  was  in  Swaledale  twice  during 
Whit-week,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can  bear  evidence  to 
the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  poisoning  the  head  waters 
of  the  Swale.  Some  of  the  tributaries  have  been  almost 
depleted  by  the  miscreants.  Mere  rills  have  been 
visited.  In  one  small  beck  I  picked  up  five  poisoned  fish. 
The  beck  teemed  with  small  fish,  and  afforded  a  good  day’s 
clear  worming.  I  am  happy  to  say  there  is  no  truth  in  the 
statement  as  to  the  Yore  having  been  paid  a  visit  to.— J. 
Corry. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 

Since  last  report  the  two  best  days  were— Wednesday, 
fifty-nine  trout,  511b.  loz. ;  and  Friday,  forty-four  trout, 
401b.  2oz.,  a  lady,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bayley,  having  shared  the 
best  boat’s  catch.  Best  flies— Black  and  Mallard,  Teal  and 
Red,  March  Brown  and  Olive  Dun  Spider.  Wednesday  : 
ten  rods,  fifty-nine  trout,  511b.  loz.  Best  baskets :  Mr. 
Swainson,  eleven,  weight  lOjlb. ;  Mr.  Kerr,  jun„  eleven, 
weight  911b.  ;  Mr.  Munro  Edwards,  eleven,  weight  9jlb. ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  six,  weight  61b.  Heaviest  fish  :  Mr. 
Thompson,  lib.  9oz.  and  Hlb. ;  Mr.  Kerr  and  Mr.  Swainson, 
four,  l.ilb.  each.  Thursday :  four  rods,  twenty-two  trout, 
23jlb.  Best  baskets  :  Mr.  Swainson,  nine,  weight  91b.  2oz.; 
Mr.  It.  G.  Allan,  seven,  weight  81b.  lOoz.  Heaviest  fish  : 
Mr.  Allan,  21b.  3oz.,  lib.  9oz.,  and  Ub.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Ward  and 
Mr.  Swainson,  two,  111b.  each.  Friday  ;  seven  rods,  forty- 
four  trout,  401b.  2oz.  Best  baskets:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Bayley,  sixteen,  weight  1311b.  ;  Mr.  Swainson,  eleven, 
weight  101b. ;  Mr.  Webster,  seven,  weight  711b. ;  Mr.  Ward, 
after  five  p.m.,  four,  weight  4ilb.  Heaviest  fish :  Mr. 
Swainson,  lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Allan,  Ub.  ooz.  Satur¬ 
day  :  three  rods,  sixteen  trout,  I5',lb. ;  best  baskets 
Mr.  Webster,  six,  61  lb. ;  Mr.  Allan,  six,  4jlb.:  Mr. 
Macgregor,  four,  41b.  Monday ;  four  rods,  nineteen 
trout,  191b.  loz.  Best  baskets,  Mr.  Webster,  nine, 
91b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Macgregor,  five,  4  Jib.  Heaviest  fish  :  Mr. 
Webster,  Dlb.;  and  four,  Hlb.  each;  Mr.  Macgregor, 
11b.  7oz.  Tuesday :  four  rods,  fifteen  trout,  141b. ;  best 
baskets,  Mr.  Webster,  five,  weight  51b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Prestage, 
five,  weight  41b.  Ooz.  ;  Mr.  Ward,  after  six  p.m.,  four, 
weight  31b.  9oz. ;  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Ward,  two,  141b.  each.  Last  week  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead, 
from  the  Solway  Fishery,  brought  an  instalment  of  20,000 
healthy  trout  fry  which,  with  several  thousands  from  our 
own  hatchery,  were  carefully  put  into  the  breeding  ponds, 
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as  the  management  here  do  not  believe  in  leaving  these 
babies  to  the  mercy  of  their  larger  brethren.  The  consign¬ 
ment  included  Buttermere,  Leven,  Fario,  and  a  yellow 
trout,  this  policy  being  adopted  to  ensure  regular  sport 
as  if  one  sort  does  not  rise,  another  may  do.— Long  Drift. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— During  the  past  week  the  river 
has  been  in  excellent  condition  for  salmon  fishing,  ^ome 
fine  salmon  have  been  caught.  Good  sport  is  expected 
during  the  next  few  days.  Some  very  good  trout  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly,  minnow,  and  worm.— J.  Glare.  _ 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  disease  in  salmon  and  large  trout  is 
still  raging  in  the  Usk,  and  many  large  trout,  of  lib.  to  31b., 
are  observed  dead  and  suffering  from  the  malady.  Seldom 
does  the  disease  continue  in  the  river  for  such  a  length  of 

time  as  it  has  this  season.  There  have  been  two  or  three 
rises  in  the  river  during  the  past  week,  and  enormous 
quanties  of  salmon  have  ascended.  The  sport  has  been  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good  good,  but  most  salmon  anglers  complain 
of  the  fish  taking  short,  consequently  a  great  many  have 
been  hooked  and  lost.  The  prospects  are  very  good,  the 
river  having  risen  a  foot  to-day  (Thursday). — T. 


Scotoh  Eeports. 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B).— 

Although  the  weather  has  been  generally  unfavourable, 
the  sport  obtained  during  the  past  week  has  been  fairly 
good,  as  the  following  record  will  show :— On  Monday  last 
week,  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  trout,  aggregating  Oblb., 
were  landed  by  six  rods.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Mann,  Shrews¬ 
bury,  on  Loch  Urigill,  caught  thirty-three  trout,  11  Jb. ; 
and  Mr.  Campbell,  Perth,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-two, 
711b.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Peel,  Lancaster,  on  Ledmore 
stream,  fourteen  trout,  311b. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  thirty,  91b. ;  and  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  London, 
on  Loch  Cama  (afternoon  only)  nineteen,  bib.  On  ihurs- 
day,  Mr.  Peel,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-three  trout,  oMb. 
Mr.  Moore,  Lonsdale,  on  same  loch,  thirty,  71b. ;  Mr 
Mann,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-six,  lipb. ;  and  Mr.  Camp 
bell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty,  61b.  On  Friday,  Mr 
Campbell,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty  trout,  111b. ;  and  Rev 
J.  M.  S.  Brooke  (a  short  time  only)  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty, 
81b.  On  Saturday,  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  London,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  nineteen  trout,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-three,  61b.  The  totals  for  the  week  were 
five  hundred  and  twenty  trout,  1641b. ;  and  for  the  month 
ending,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
trout,  4851b.  On  Monday  this  week,  Rev.  J.  M,  S.  Brooke, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-nine  trout,  91b. ;  another  London 
angler,  eleven,  41b.;  and  Mr,  Mann,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
eleven,  41b. — McB.  ..  T  . 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).- 
Despite  the  cold  northerly  wind  which  has  prevailed  Capt. 
Murchison,  of  Montrose,  has  had  the  following  sport  since 
last  reported.  Fishing  the  Naver  on  the  16th  ult,,  he  had 
two  salmon,  101b.  and  Sib.  On  Loch  Meadie,  on  the  18th, 
he  made  a  basket  of  fifteen  trout,  averaging  ilb  each. 
On  the  20th,  thirty -two  aggregating  12Mb. ;  and  on  the  21st, 
nineteen,  7|lb.  Fishing  Loch  Loyal  on  the  23rd,  he  caught 
two  salmo  ferox,  weighing  41b.  and  51b.,  besides  six  trout, 
3ilb.  On  Monday,  last  week,  on  Loch  Hallam,  nineteen 
trout,  7Mb.  On  Tuesday,  on  Loch  Meadie,  twenty -eight 
trout,  101b.  On  Wednesday,  on  same  loch,  twenty-eight 
trout,  101b.  On  Thursday,  twenty,  71b. ;  and  on  Iriday, 
twenty-six,  9Mb.  On  Saturday,  he  made  a  capital  basket 
of  thirty-two'trout,  11Mb. ;  and  Masters  Donald  and  John 
Munro,  on  river  Mudale,  and  had  eight  trout,  4Mb.— McB. 

Berriedale  (Duke  of  Portland’s).— Fair  hauls  of 
salmon  are  being  got  by  the  netsmen  here,  and  grilse  are 
coming  fairly  on.  Several  boxes  of  salmon  was  railed  tor 
London  on  Saturday.  The  fishing  already  exceeds  last 
year’s  catch.  Several  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  got  on 
the  river,  and  abundance  of  fish  are  on  the  pools  and 
streams.  It  is  now  said  that  the  Duke  will  not  leave  here 
before  the  shooting  season  begins.  The  prospects  are  said 
to  be  very  grand,  no  disease  having  shown  itself  among 
grouse  this  season. 

Border  Esk.— The  angling  news  from  the  Border  Esk 
is  a  trifle  more  favourable  this  week.  The  weather  lias 
been  less  winter-like  and  the  river  has  slightly  increased  in 
volume,  consequently  several  takes  of  sea  trout  have  been 
made,  notably  in  the  lower  water,  the  Willow  Pool  and  the 
Cauldron.  Mr.  Leslie,  Glendenningrigg,  had  two  sea  trout, 
in  the  Liddle,  at  Penton  Linns,  Messrs.  R.  Calvert,  J. 
Graham,  and  A.  Irving,  have  had  each  one  sea  trout  in  the 
Liddle,  the  average  weight  being  1Mb.  Very  little  has  been 
done  in  the  Langholm  water,  but  fair  hauls  of  yellow  trout 
are  being  had.  Anglers  are  at  a  standstill  for  want  of  a 
flood,  which  would  most  certainly  bring  a  run  of  sea  trout. 
-G. 


Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  Tuesday 
last  week,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron,  caught  a 
salmon,  of  10Mb.,  on  the  Craigs  water ;  and  Mr.  Duncan 
MacCallum,  F.  C,  Manse,  Gledfleld,  one  of  10Mb.  The 
Fearn  Lodge  keepers,  on  Mr.  Tarn’s  rod,  caught  a  91b. 
salmon  on  Clump  Pool ;  and  Dr.  Eley,  Kent,  who  fished 
waters  connected  with  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  had  a 
nine  pounder  on  Wall  Pool.  On  the  Brailangwell  Lodge 
waters  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Crewdson  caught  a  seven 
pounder  on  Gardener’s  Pool ;  and  Miss  Crewdson,  one  of 
71b.  on  Fall  Pool.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Crewdson  grassed 
three  salmon,  121b.,  101b.,  and  91b.,  on  Pool  Moral ;  and 
Miss  Crewdson,  one  of  9Mb.  Ou  the  Hotel  waters,  Dr. 
Eley,  Kent,  killed  a  salmon  of  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Eley,  three 
of  141b.,  111b.,  and  101b.  On  the  upper  water  Mr.  W.  Allis 
Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  landed  five  salmon,  which  averaged 
about  91b.  each.  On  Friday  the  same  angler  grassed  four 
salmon,  ranging  from  81b.  to  141b. ;  Miss  Crewdson  fished 
the  Gruinard  water,  and  got  two  fine  fish,  a  fourteen 
pounder  on  Gardener’s  Pool,  and  one  of  131b.  on  Poll  Moral. 
Mr.  Crewelson  caught  one  of  941b.  on  Wall  Pool,  and  one 
of  7Mb.  on  Rock  Pool ;  Dr.  Poison,  Edinburgh,  fished  the 
Hotel  waters,  and  got  one  salmon,  8Mb.,  on  Poll-a-Chapnill, 
and  one  trout,  Jib-  On  Saturday,  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of 
Glencalvie,  had  a  fish  of  7Mb.  on  the  upper  waters.  Miss 
Crewdson,  on  Brailangwell  waters,  grassed  two  salmon, 
111b. and  131b.,  on  Poll  Moral;  and  Miss  J.  Crewdson,  on 
Gruinard’s  water,  had  an  eight  pounder  on  Poll-a-Choit. 
The  Gruinards  water  yielded  to  Mr.  Crcwdson’s  party 
thirty-four  salmon,  and  the  Brailangwell  waters  forty -four, 
making  a  total  basket  of  eighty  salmon  during  the  month 
of  May.  On  Monday,  this  week,  the  Craigs  waters  were 
fished  by  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  and 
yielded  two  salmon  of  131b.  each.— McB. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  N.B.).— Fishing  the  lower  beats  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Brock,  Achinduich 
House,  grassed  a  beautiful  121b.  salmon  on  Round  Pool. 
The  same  angler  caught  one  of  101b.  on  Cemetery  Pool  on 
Friday,  and  a  nine-pounder  on  Round  Pool  on  Saturday.— 
McB, 


Deo  (Aberdeenshire).— On  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  extraordinary  sport  continues  to  be  got.  On  the 
Braemar  section  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart.,  M.l 
and  General  Borthwick,  landed  on  the  Inyeroauld  private 
water,  the  handsome  compliment  of  sixty  fish  for  the 
week,  while  on  the  succeeding  day  they  had  other  seven, 
all  ranging  [from  61b.  to  121b.  in  weight.  On  the  Inver- 
cauld  Arms  water,  Mr.  J ohn  G.  Ross,  of  Kingussie, 
landed  twenty-three  fish  in  three  days  fishing,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  131b. ;  while  Mr.  Parker,  fishing  from  McNabs 
Hotel,  had  two  fish  of  71b.  each.  On  the  Royal  Waters  at 
Balmoral,  angling  was  suspended  from  Thursday  last,  on 
account  of  the  untimely  death  by  drowning  of  Lieutenant 
Barrett,  while  running  a  salmon  on  the  Birkhall  section, 
the  particulars  about  which  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
On  the  Ballater  section,  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Copland,  landed 
twenty -seven  fish  to  his  own  rod  during  the  week,  from 
the  hotel  water,  weighing  from  71b.  to  161b.  each;  while 
Mr.  Ashworth  on  the  same  water,  had  eleven  fish  in  three 
days  fishing,  ranging  from  71b.  'to  8Mb  On  the  Cam  bus 
O’May  water,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callander  and  party  have  just 
finished  a  months  angling,  which  will  be  a  record  one  for 
some  time  to  come.  During  the  past  month  of  May,  they 
have  grassed  the  magnificent  total  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  fish,  and  fifty  of  which  have  been  caught  by 
Mrs.  Callander.  During  the  last  week  Mr.  H.  Callander, 
landed  eighteen  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.;  Mrs. 
Callander  had  twelve,  weighing  from  61b.  to  131b. ;  while 
Mr.  Oakley  had  five  fish  from  the  same  water  m  four  days  , 
fishing,  scaling  from  7jlb-  to  91b.  On  the  Monaltrie 
section,  Mr.  G.  S.  Back,  landed  one  of  91b.,  two  of  7Mb. 
and  91b.,  one  of  8Mb.,  and  one  of  91b. ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Nelson, 
landed  a  grilse  of  3Mb. ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Haven,  two  of  81b.  and 
91b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Grant,  a  grilse  of  3Mb.  On  the  Glen- 
muick  water,  Mr.  John  Sturton,  landed  one  of  7wlb.,  and 
a  grilse  of  41b.,  on  the  same  date,  and  two  of  7^1b.  each  on 
another  day.  On  the  forest  of  Glen-Tana  waters  the 
same  highly  satisfactory  state  of  matters  prevails,  from 
ten  to  a  dozen  fish  being  landed  daily.  On  Monday  week, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Leigh,  M.P.,  landed  fifteen  to  his  own  rod, 
scaling  from  7Mb.  to  20Mb.,  and  averaging  101b.  a  piece. 
This  is  the  highest  record  to  one  rod  in  a  single  day  this 
season,  but  others  of  Sir  William’s  guests  have  come 
wonderfully  near  it,  ten  or  a  dozen  having  been  got.  On 
the  Aboyne  waters  a  few  fish  were  got.  On  the  Lower 
Dess  water  two  fish  were  landed  by  the  John  Harper 
keeper,  scaling  81b.  and  91b.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge 
water,  Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  tackle  maker,  landed  a  nice 
fish  of  101b. ;  while  John  Nicoll,  keeper,  had  one  of  81b. 
On  the  Borrowstone  water,  Admiral  Fane,  landed  one  of 
81b. ;  while  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  had  three  on  the  Ballogie, 
of  7Mb.,  81b.,  and  91b.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Campbell,  landed  two  last  week,  scaling  141b.  and  8Mb., 
and  two  this  week  of  111b.  and  7Mb.  each  ;  while  W.  F.  L. 
Dickie  had  one  of  121b.  on  the  Commonty  water.  On  the 
Cairnton,  W.  T.  Turner  Farley  _  and  party,  have  had  a 
good  average  season ;  Captain  Bridges  landed  a  fine  fish 
of  15Mb.  on  Wednnesday  last.  On  the,  Blackhall  water 
sport  has  fallen  away  somewhat.  The  Lower  Crathes 
water  will  now  be  fished  for  the  next  two  years  by  Mr. 
T.  C.  Wordie.  On  the  Park  water,  last  week,  Hugh 
MacDonald,  landed  two  fish,  scaling  81b.  and  91b.  a-piece  ; 
while  Mr.  Davidson,  of  Well  wood,  had  one  of  10Mb.  On 
Monday,  McDonald  had  a  fine  fish  of  151b.  Fishing  is 
just  now  suspended  in  the  tidal  reaches  on  account  of 
the  smolt  season  being  on.  Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
are  being  got  on  the  main  stream  and  tributaries  especially 
the  latter.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  There  have  been  a  splendid 
run  of  fish  on  this  river  during  the  past  week.  The  water 
has  settled  down  in  fine  condition  after  the  heavy  rains, 
and  the  sea  has  greatly  moderated  on  the  coast  so  as  to 
admit  the  salmon  and  grilse  coming  quite  close.  It  is  four 
years  since  fish  were  so  abundant  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Trout  have  also  been  a  very  productive  fishing,  and  there 
is  every  appearance  of  the  fishing  continuing.  On  the 
Rothiemay  water,  Mr.  Beattie  on  the  27th  ult.,  had  nine  of 
41b.  weight,  on  the  28,  seventy-seven,  26Mb. ;  on  29,  twenty- 
one,  81b. ;  on  the  30,  two  salmon  81b.  and  111b. ;  Mr.  Harvey 
Brown,  fishing  the  Avocley  water,  on  the  29,  had  a  basket 
of  thirty-one  trout,  141b.,  and  on  the  30,  81b. ;  Mr.  Geddes, 
Rothemay,  on  the  30,  had  a  basket  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  Fraser 
on  the  Netherdale  water,  had  a  salmon  of  10Mb.  On  the 
Huntly  section,  fair  trout  sport  was  got,  and  salmon  are 
falling  to  the  rod.  On  the  Duff  House  water,  and  on  the 
lower  pools  of  the  river,  the  fishing  for  the  week  was 
mostly  confined  to  trout,  and  the  baskets  were  from  121b. 
to  over  201b.  From  the  entrance  to  the  source  of  the  river 
the  pools  are  all  more  or  less  stocked  with  salmon,  grilse 
are  few^and  shy,  and  not  one  as  yet  has  been  taken  by  the 
rod.  The  net  fishermen  on  the  river  had  from  eight  to 
twenty  trout,  grilse  and  salmon,  and  on  the  coast  the  hauls 
were  larger.  On  Monday  last,  Mr.  Bisseet,  lessee  of  the 
fishings  on  the  river  and  coast  consigned  fifty  thousand  fry 
from  his  hatchery  to  the  river.  In  February,  Mr.  Bisset 
secured  over  one  hundred  thousand  eggs  of  ova,  from  fish 
landed  by  the  nets,  and  which  would  have  been  lost.  The 
weather  has  been  rather  trying,  and  the  per  centage 
hatched  is  scarcely  so  high  as  that  of  the  previous  years, 
which  were  remarkably  mild.  It  wilj  be  some  time  before 
the  remainder  of  the  fry  will  be  transferred  to  the  river. — 
H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  —  Salmon  angling  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week  has  declined  considerably  as 
compared  with  the  previous  week.  The  best  take  to  one 
rod  in  one  day  was  four  salmon  ;  but  the  great  majority  of 
anglers  got  nothing,  and  the  total  number  caught  by  rod 
was  thirty-two  salmon.  This  is  partly  accounted  for  by  a 
continued  prevalence  of  east  winds,  which  at  this  season 
seems  to  |keep  fish  from  taking.  There  is  certainly  no 
want  of  fish,  but  at  this  season  always  they  get  sluggish, 
and  refuse  to  take  the  fly.  This  applies  to  most  spring 
salmon  rivers,  and  here  it  is  no  exception.  The  water  is 
in  splendid  fishing  order,  and  late  at  night  I  have  no  doubt 
fish  would  take  better.  The  trout  fishing  is  at  the  moment 
nil,  all  the  kelts  having  gone  to  the  sea,  and  clean  sea 
trout,  as  is  well  known,  go  up  the  river  much  more  rapidly 
than  salmon.  The  netsmen  have  not  been  doing  much 
either  since  the  last  spate.  A  few  salmon  and  grilse  are 
being  got  daily,  but  there  is  no  strong  run  of  the  latter  as 
yet.  I  hear  of  some  good  baskets  of  trout  being  got  on 
the  lochs,  and  can  say  that  the  trout  are  now  in  excellent 
condition,  and  good  sport  can  bo  got.  Sea  fishing  is  back¬ 
ward,  very  few  being  got,  except  at  considerable  distances 
off  shore.— S.  C. 

Kilmelford.— Messrs.  Jas.  Eckersby  (Lancashire),  Hugh 
Penman,  Marple,  Major  Pearson,  Brownlie  (Glasgow), 
Fulton,  Kilbirnie  and  Speers  (London),  at  present  residing 
at  Cuilfail  Hotel,  are  having  good  sport  on  the  hotel  waters. 
Trout  are  in  fine  condition. — John  McFadyen. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)— Dr.  Poison, 
Edinburgh,  was  out  last  week  every  day  except  Wednes* 


day  and  Friday,  and  on  each  occasion  made  a  satisfactory 

basket  of  sea  trout.  Mr.  John  MacLennan,  Bonarbridge, 
has  also  been  successful  with  the  rod.  The  net  salmon 
fishings  have  not,  however,  been  so  productive  of  late,  a 
steady  falling  off  being  experienced  for  several  weeks  both 
on  Mr.  Smith’s  Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fishings, 
and  on  Mr.  Anderson’s  Scalp,  South  Bonar,  and  River- 
mouth  shots.  On  Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo 
fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth  there  has  been  a 
considerable  improvement  as  compared  with  the  previous 
week.  Taking  all  the  fishings  together,  close  on  a  ton  of 
salmon  had  been  consigned  to  Billingsgate  and  other 
markets  during  the  week.— McB. 

Laing  (Kinross).— National  Angling  Clubs  Competi¬ 
tion.— These  clubs  held  their  annual  competition  on  Loch 
Leven  on  Wednesday,  when  forty  of  the  best  loch  fishers 
in  the  country,  representing  thirty-four  clubs,  engaged. 
Bright  sun  shone  all  day  from  cloudless  sky,  with  good 
breeze  from  east.  Poor  sport  was  got.  Total  capture,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  trout,  1211b.  The  clubs  cham¬ 
pionship  was  gained  by  P.  D.  Malloch,  representing  the 
Perth  club,  with  lourteen  trout,  91b.  Eight  other  prize 
take  were— R.  R.  Auld  Members  of  committee,  fifteen, 
81b.  lOoz. ;  foreman  senior  piscatorial  society,  London, 
81b.  3ioz. ;  J.  B.  Duncan,  Esq.,  Midlothian  Association, 
eight,"  7Mb-  ;  H.  Skinner,  Glasgow  Wanderers  Club,  ten, 
—lb. ;  R.  McLure  Buckland,  Glasgow  Club,  nine,  61b.  13oz. 
Special  prize  for  heaviest  trout,  R.  McClure,  lib.  144oz. 
At  a  business  meeting  of  national  clubs  held  previous 
evening  in  Green  Hotel,  Captain  Hall,  late  manager  Loch 
Leven  fishings,  was  presented  with  a  cheque  for  over  £61, 
as  a  testimonial  of  the  high  respect  in  which  he  was  held 
by  all  frequenters  of  Loch  Leven. 

Loch  Garry  (Tomdoun  Hotel).— Anglers  staying  at 
this  hotel  are  getting  excellent  sport,  baskets  as  heavy  as 
201b.  and  251b.  being  got  to  one  rod,  some  of  the  trout 
weighing  lib.  each.  Mr.  Moore  landed  a  Salmo  ferox  of 
221b.  The  Messrs.  Brigg  have  gone,  but  one  of  the  party 
is  expected  to  return  later  on.— Hison. 

Loch  Kinloch  and  Tummel  (Kinloch  Rannoch).— 
On  Wednesday,  27th,  Messrs.  Albert  Onley,  Savill-Onley, 
front  Dunalastair  Hotel,  fished  the  river  Tummel,  and 
obtained  a  basket  of  four  splendid  fish.  On  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  the  same  gentleman  again  fished  the  river,  and 
killed  five ;  on  the  29th  Mr.  Onley  fished  the  Loch,  and 
caught  fourteen  heavy  trout.  The  weather  during  the 
three  days  proved  very  unfavourable  to  anglers.  On 
June  1,  Mr.  Kingsford,  from  Dunalastair  Hotel,  fished 
Loch  Rannoch,  and  obtained  a  basket  of  14Mb.  weight ;  on 
same  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Best,  from  Dunalastair  Hotel, 
secured  a  basket  of  sixteen  trout.  The  weather  was  very 
favourable  during  the  day,  accompanied  by  sunshine,  and 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  loch  a  slight  ripple'  agitated  the 
surface.— John  Kennedy. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— Anglers  have  had  quite  a  run 
of  luck  during  the  past  ten  days  here,  from  very  favour¬ 
able  weather  and  correspondingly  heavy  creels.  The 
weather,  however,  is  again  inclining  to  favour  tourists 
rather  than  anglers,  being  rather  bright  at  the  time  of 
writing,  with  a  rising  barometer.  All  the  association’s 
boats  have  been  out  daily,  the  following  being  the  result 
of  each  day’s  sport :— Thursday :  twenty-four  boats,  includ¬ 
ing  four  out  for  a  few  hours  in  the  evening,  landed  five 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  trout,  3541b.,  the  two  best  baskets 
being  got  by  Messrs.  Ridley,  Northumberland,  with  forty- 
one,  331b.,  and  Mr.  Nisbet,  London,  forty-five,  321b.  Friday; 
eighteen  boats  reported  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
trout,  2351b.,  the  most  successful  being  Messrs.  Ridley, 
Northumberland,  fifty-three,  351b.,  and  Mr.  Nisbet,  London, 
thirty-four,  261b.  8oz.  Saturday  :  twenty-one  boats  had  three 
hundred  and  forty-five,  2671b.  14oz. ;  most  successful, 
Messrs.  Ridley,  Northumberland,  forty-four,  361b.  8oz.,  and 
Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Knox,  Glasgow,  twenty-nine,  221b. 
Monday  was  not  so  favourable,  although  better  fish  were 
got.  Twenty  boats  secured  two  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
2101b. ;  most  successful,  Messrs.  Ridley,  Northumberland, 
forty-three,  331b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Gray,  Glasgow,  twenty-two, 
161b.— Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  and  Loch  Tarff  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort 

Augustus,  N.B.)— Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  dry 
east  winds,  Mr.  Hollingworth  has  been  getting  fairly  goed 
sport  on  the  waters— 121b.  and  141b.  being  a  common  day’s 
sport,  and  the  trout  sometimes  average-  lib.  This  east 
wind  cannot  last  much  longer,  and  then  better  sport  will 
be  expected.— Hison. 

Loch  Leven  Sluices.— The  angling  at  this  end  of  Loch 
Leven  continues  very  good.  On  Monday  four  boats  were 
out  and  reported  an  aggregate  of  twenty -nine  trout  weigh¬ 
ing  27Mb. ,  one  basket  of  seventeen  trout  weighing  151b. 
On  Tuesday  three  parties  were  out,  and  the  weather  was 
not  so  favourable,  reported  a  total  capture  of  twenty-nine 
trout,  weighing  SOjlb.  One  of  the  parties  had  sixteen 
trout,  151b.  No  boats  were  out  on  Wednesday  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  National  competition.— W.G.  Dairne. 

Loch  Migdale,  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— Dr.  Poison, 
Edinburgh,  fished  this  loch  on  Wednesday  last,  and  caught 
several  nice  trout,  71b.  in  all.— McB. 

Loch  Tay  and  River  Lyon  (Kenmore,  N.B.)— Loch 
Tay  on  the  Hotel  water,  on  May  28  ;  Mr.  Hawkins  caught 
seven  trout,  341b.  on  29th  ult. ;  ditto,  eight  trout,  31b.  On 
Junel,  Mr.  Mellor  caught  eight  trout, 4Mb.,  on  June  2,  ditto, 
trout,  4Mb.  The  weather  is  very  warm  and  summer  like, 
nine  should  improve  the  fishing  immensely.— W,  Knight. 

Naver  (Strathnaver,  N.B.). — The  river  is  now  in  capital 
ply,  and  good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  Amongst  the  fish 
recently  caught  were  three  of  171b.,  161b.,  91b.,  grassed  by 
Mr.  Stubbord  last  week.  Besides  other  fish  caught  in  the 
course  of  the  week  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  Lyre  Lodge,  he  had 
three  on  the  30th  ult.,  which  weighed  251b.,  121b.,  101b. ;  Sir 
J.  Edwards-Moss,  Borgie  House,  has  also  been  getting  an 
occasional  fish.  The  sport  in  sea  trout  on  the  tidal  waters 
has  been  very  good ;  several  anglers  made  excellent  baskets 
in  the  course  of  the  week.  Mr.  John  Stewart,  Bottyhill 
Hotel,  was  out  on  the  3rd,  and  got  ten  trout,  which  aver¬ 
aged  about  31b.  each.— McB. 

Shin  (Invesan  N.B.),— Since  last  reported,  the  follow¬ 
ing  excellent  sport  has  been  got  on  the  lower  beats  by  Col. 
Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie’s  party  at  the  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel :— On  the 23rd,  Col.  Sir  J.  F.  Davie,  one  salmon,  131b., 
on  Poll  Clarag  ;  25th,  the  same  angler  grassed  a  fourteen- 
pounder  on  Cromarty  Pool,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Fir  Dam  ; 
and  Mr.  Davie  landed  a  141b.  fish  on  Turn  Pool ;  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Col.  Sir  J.  F.  Davie  landed  two  beautiful  fish  of  151b. 
and  181b.,  on  Piper’s  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Davie,  a  fourteen- 
pounder  on  Cromarty  Pool,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Clarag ;  Col, 
Sir  J.  F.  Davie  caught  a  51b.  fish  on  Piper’s  Pool,  and  one 
of  131b.  on  Angus  Pool  on  Thursday  ;  two  salmon.  111b.  and 
151b.  on  Cromarty  Pool,  on  Friday  ;  one  of  13Mb.  on  Big 
Fallon  Saturday.  The  heaviest  fish  during  May  weighed 
31  lb.,  and  the  total  landed  by  all  the  rods  in  the  course  of 
the  month  was  seventy.  On  Monday  this  week,  Col.  Upsher, 
from  the  Inveran  Hotel,  had  two,  111b.  and  121b„  on  Fir 
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Dam  ;  Mr.  Buxton,  on  same  pool,  got  one  of  111b.;  and  Mrs. 
I  psher  landed  a  fine  fish  df  131b.  on  Big  Fall  Pool.-  McB. 

South  of  Scotland.  —Practically  there  is  no  ditFercnco 
in  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers  since  last  week.  An  addi¬ 
tional  fall  of  rain  has  taken  place,  but  it  was  all  absorbed 
by  the  dry  ground  as  quickly  as  it  fell.  In  the  Nith,  Mr. 
Brown  killed  twenty-four  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Edgar, 
twelve;  Mr.  John  Johnstone,  eleven ;  Mr.  It.  Clcnachan, 
six  trout,  and  a  brace  of  perch  in  the  Watcra  of  the  Cargen 
on  Saturday.  In  the  Duke’s  water,  at  Thornhill,  some 
nice  river  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  worm  bait. 
Most  of  tho  above  catches  were  made  with  the  worm  on 
the  Stewart  tackle.  Several  sea  trout  have  been  taken  in 
the  Esk,  and  a  good  number  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  tributaries,  the  kiddie  especially  having 
afforded  some  good  sport  in  yellow  trout.  With  a  view  to 
increasing  the  prospects  of  anglers  in  the  lochs  and 
streams  of  Annandalo,  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  Craigielands 
Moffat,  has  caused  some  thousands  of  trout  to  be 
turned  into  the  streams  of  the  district.  At  the  end 
of  last  year  Mr.  Smith  obtained  two  thousand 
roe  from  Mr.  Armistead,  of  the  Solway  fisheries, 
and  a  further  supply  of  nearly  thirty  thousand 
was  obtained  from  the  fish  in  Mr.  Smith’s  private  rearing 
pond  at  Craigielands.  Almost  the  whole  were  hatched  out 
successfully,  and  the  other  day  the  little  trout  were  turned 
into  the  Annan  and  tributaries  near  Moffat.  A  few  were 
placed  in  Sir  Robert  Jardiue,  Bart.,  M.P.’s  pond  at  Castle- 
milk,  Loch  Skene,  and  llaehills  Loch.  All  anglers  in  the 
district  owe  Mr.  Smith  many  thanks  for  his  disinterested 
action.  Cold,  easterly  winds  have  blown  all  the  week.— 
Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Perth).— Trout  anglers  are  meeting  with  very  in¬ 
different  sport  at  present,  owing  to  the  cold  frosty  nights 
and  the  bright  sunshine  in  the  daytime.  A  few  salmon  are 
still  being  got,  but  at  this  season  they  do  not  rise  well.  By' 
the  end  of  May.  the  “spring”  fishing  season  may  be  said  to 
have  closed.  The  spring  season  of  1891  will  long  be 
rememberedasonoof  thebest,  if  notthebeston  record,  more 
than  double  the  quantity  of  fish  having  been  got  this 
year  than  last.  Captain  McAndrew  had  a  fish  of  131b.  on 
the  Easthaugh  water  on  Friday.  On  Monday  two  fish 
were  killed  by  the  boatman  on  Stobhall  water.  On  Tues¬ 
day,  Miss  McPherson,  Findynate,  killed  a  fish  of  lO.jlb., 
and  the  keeper  one  of  1211b.  On  the  Aberfeldy  stretch 
Mr.  Smith  killed  twenty  trout,  91b.;  Mr.  Stevens  Weem, 
121b. ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Wood,  7]lb. ;  Mr.  Hunter,  51b.  Goz. ;  Mr. 
D.  McLaren,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Munro,  211b. ;  J.  C.  Cameron, 
2Jlb. ;  E.  Mackenzie,  51b. ;  D.  Richardson,  lib.  Tummel, 
Mr.  Burnside  had  a  fish  of  221b.  on  Friday ;  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  Henderson  had  seven  trout.  Earn,  Mr.  C.  Robertson 
Convill  had  forty-two  trout;  Mr.  Pomphrey,  Glasgow, 
twenty-nine  trout,  another  day  eighteen.  Almond  (Perth¬ 
shire).  Mr!  G.  Morgan,  jun.,  Crift,  had  twelve  on  Saturday  ; 
Mr.  Kippen,  31b. ;  Mr.  Pomphrey,  forty-eight  trout.— 
Alder. 

Tongue  Hotel.— The  following  is  a  record  of  the  fishing 
obtained  by  gentlemen  staying  at  this  hotel :— May  13,  Mr. 
Parker,  on  the  Kyle,  five  sea  trout,  101b.;  19th,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  four  trout,  lib.;  23rd,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten,  5flb.; 
25th,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eight,  51b.;  29th,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
thirteen,  Glib.:  30th,  on  Loch  Slamrn,  eleven,  61b.;  June  1, 
Archdeacon  Straton  and  Mr.  Pease,  on  the  Kyle,  twenty- 
one  sea  trout.  561b.,  heaviest  fish  Gib.;  2nd,  Archdeacon 
Straton  and  Mr.  Pease,  on  the  Kyle,  ten  sea  trout,  261b., 
heaviest  fish  Gjlb.;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nine  trout, 
511b.— A.  Campbell. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford).— The  past  week  has  been  the 
the  most  successful  for  the  anglers  this  season.  Real  good 
baskets  have  been  got.  Many  beautiful  trout  amongst 
them  from  2}lb.,  ljlb.,  &c.  On  the  27th  Mr.  Mackaig,  of 
Edinburgh  had  911b.,  all  killed  by  worm  and  creeper,  Mr. 
S.  Robson,  Sunderland,  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Martin,  London, 
on  June  1,  had  fourteen  trout,  on  the  2nd,  the  same 
gentlemen  had  fifteen  trout  before  twelve'  a.m.,  one  a  very 
good  one.  The  (third  annual  competition  of  the  Whit- 
chester  Club,  came  off  on  Saturday,  all  the  anglers  fished 
between  Abbey  St.  Bathans  and  St.  Agnes,  heaviest  basket, 
101b.  2oz. :  Alexander  Young,  Smiddy  Hill,  2nd,  James 
Leitch,  Whitchester,  81b.  12oz. ;  3rd,  William  Young, 
Smiddy  Hill,  81b.  loz.— R.  J.  Fenton. 


Irish  Reports. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery. — Since  last  reports  we  have 
had  a  slight  fresh,  but  weather  very  unfavourable  for 
angling.  Still,  the  following  gentlemen  have  been  success¬ 
ful  :— Mr.  T.  A.  O.  Taylor  got  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  five  peal, 
a\  er.iging  Gjlb.  each ;  Mr.  Austice,  three  salmon,  averaging 
12jlb.  each,  also  two  peal,  151b. ;  Col.  Farrington,  who  has 
only  fished  two  days,  got  two  salmon,  the  largest  over  121b. 
Wind,  south-east,  with  signs  of  rain.— Walter  Black- 
adder,  manager. 

Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— But  few  anglers  were  out 
on  the  Erne  last  week,  all  of  whom  had  capital  sport.  Mr. 
C.  W.  R.  Brady  got  six  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  week, 
ranging  from  51b.  to  151b. ;  Mr.  L.  Sanderson,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Judge  Shand,  on  Tuesday,  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  Arkoll,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon, 
211b.  There  are  more  anglers  on  the  river  this  week,  and 
first-class  sport  is  being  had.  The  May-fly  on  Lough  Erne 
is  making  a  poor  show  this  season  so  far,  and  although 
there  are  a  lot  of  anglers  out,  sport  is  only  very  middling. 
Owing  to  the  very  stormy  and  cold  weather,  sport  on 
Melvin  was  very  poor— have  heard  of  but  five  salmon  and 
grilse  being  taken  during  the  week.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Unfavour¬ 
able  weather  has  spoiled  eport.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
fairly  successful  however.  Michael  Brennan,  who  was 
only  out  for  a  few  days,  had  three  salmon  one  day,  weigh¬ 
ing  respectively  121b..  131b.,  and  141b.,  and  on  another  day 
he  had  one,  9Alb. ;  D.  Leary  caught  one.  131b.;  P.  O'Connell, 
one,  111b.  ;  Mrs.  Riversdale,  one,  121b.  ;  E.  Dennehy, 
one,  lOjlb.  As  some  persons  are  doubtful  whether  cross¬ 
lining,  &c.,  is  practised  at  Waterville  or  not,  I  may 
say  that  the  rod  and  line  (single)  is  the  only  method  of 
fishing  allowable.  The  brown  trout  fishing  is  improving. 
I).  Leary  had  tho  best  take  last  week.  He  got  a  dozen 
one  day,  three  of  which  weighed  91b.,  being  an  average  of 
31b.  The  rest  weighed  close  on  lib.  each.— T.  J.  Denneiiy. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— During  the  past  week  we 
have  had  very  unfavourable  weather  for  angling  cold  with 
north-east  and  west  wind,  consequently  sport  has  not  been 
so  good  as  former  weeks.  Trout  fishers  have  not  done 
well.  Trout  are  not  on  the  rise,  owing  to  the  changeable 
cold  weather.  Grilse  are  pushing  up  the  river  in  large 
numbers,  and  many  have  already  got  into  tho  lakes.— 
Frank  J.  Hearns. 

Westmeath  Lakes.— Dapping  with  the  Green  Drake 
upon  Loughs  Erwell  and  Derravaragh  has  been  of  a  highly 


satisfactory  character,  in  contrast  to  several  past  seasons. 
The  majority  of  anglers  have  had  capital  sport,  including 
your  correspondent.  Fish  were  in  abundance,  flies  ab¬ 
normally  numerous,  and  the  only  drawback  was  the  incle¬ 
ment  weather.  Loughs  Ennell  and  Derravaragh  always 
come  in  before  Owel.  There  are  from  thirty  to  forty  boats 
out  each  day,  and  tho  average  catch  has  been  about  ten 
fish  per  boat,  from  51b.  downwards.  I  saw  one  boat  with 
twenty-five,  one  with  nineteen,  others  with  fifteen,  thir¬ 
teen,  twelve,  &c.  Tourist  anglers  generally  seem  to  bo 
well  pleased.  Dapping  will  commence  on  LochOwel  forth' 
with.— T.  J.  W. 


THE  NORTHERN  ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

Council  Meeting  at  York. 

(erom  our  own  correspondent.) 

An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  was  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  at 
the  North  Eastern  Station  Hotel,  York.  In  the  absence  of 
the  president  (Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  of  Headingley,  Leeds),  who 
was  away  from  home,  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
J.  Walter  Sykes,  Huddersfield  ;  and  amongst  those  present 
were  Mr.  T.  Harrison,  Leeds;  Mr.  T.  W.  Bedford,  Bolton  ; 
Mr.  R.  Readman,  Stockton-on-Tees;  Mr.  J.  E.  Schumacher, 
York  ;  Mr.  J.  Blakey,  Scarborough  ;  Mr.  J.  Ankers,  York  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Addyman,  Leeds ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Burn  Man¬ 
chester,  hon.  secretaries. 

Establishment  ok  Local  Centres. 

Some  discussion  took  place  with  respect  to  the  formation 
of  district  centres  and  local  councils,  to  be  represented  by 
delegates  on  the  council  of  the  association ;  and  it  was 
Resolved  to  send  a  representative  to  Newcastle,  with  the 
object  of  inaugurating  a  branch  in  the  “canny  toon.” 
Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  council,  it  was  reported  the 
Warrington  clubs  had  formed  themselves  into  a  local 
branch  of  the  association,  and  had  appointed  as  delegate 
Mr.  John  Mawson,  president  of  the  town  angling  club. 
This  arrangement  on  the  part  of  Warrington  would  prove 
an  acquisition  of  some  three  hundred  members,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  other  towns  would  follow  in  their  steps. 

Railway  Travelling  Facilities. 

The  question  of  concession  in  railway  fares  to  anglers 
was  raised  on  a  suggestion  from  the  Warrington  centre. 
The  meeting,  while  recognising  the  desirability  of  some 
amicable  arrangement  being  effected  with  the  railway 
companies,  regretted  that  any  facilities  the  authorities 
might  grant  would  be  open  to  abuse.  It  was  considered 
that  the  matter  required  further  deliberation,  and,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Schumacher,  seconded  by  Mr.  Addyman,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  following  gentlemen  form  a  committee 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  subject :— Messrs.  Harrison, 
Leeds;  Mawson,  Warrington ;  James Broadbelt,  Rochdale; 
J.  W.  Sykes,  Huddersfield;  J.  E.  Shumacker,  York;  T.  W. 
Redford,  Bolton;  and  It.  Readman,  Stockton  ;  with^Mr.  R. 
Burn,  Manchester,  as  secretary.  It  was  also  trusted  that 
the  Manchester  centre  would  consider 

Tile  Pollution  of  the  Aire  and  Calder. 

A  lengthened  report  of  the  committee  of  the  council  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  Conservancy  Boards  for  the 
river  Aire  and  Calder,  appointed  by  resolution  of  the 
council  of  March  17  last,  was  then  presented.  In  it  they 
stated  that  they  had  met  on  five  occasions ;  but  in  an  early 
stage  of  the  inquiry  they  learned  that  there  was  no  imme¬ 
diate  necessity  for  action,  as  the  Leeds  and  Bradford  Cor¬ 
poration  had  apparently  suspended  action.  The  committee 
were  therefore  of  opinion  that  their  duty  would  be  best 
discharged  by  presenting  an  account  of  their  move¬ 
ments,  and  their  recommendations  thereon,  as  under 
the  Rivers’  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876  sanitary 
authorities  were  only  empowered  to  deal  with 
the  pollution  in  their  own  districts,  the  application 
of  that  Act  had  been  annulled.  The  Borough  of  Leeds  and 
Bradford  had  however,  applied  under  the  14th  Section  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  _ 
committee  of  administrative  counties  through  which  the 
rivers  passed.  A  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was 
subsequently  held  at  Leeds,  and  though  there  was  a  general 
agreement  that  a  joint  committee  should  be  established, 
there  was  complete  disagreement  as  to  the  constitution  of 
the  board.  The  view  taken  by  Leeds  and  Bradford  then 
seemed  to  be  that  a  joint  committee  for  the  Aire  and  Calder 
should  be  constituted;  but  at  a  later  period  Leeds  and 
Bradford  seem  to  have  taken  alarm  at  the  probability  of 
their  not  having  a  commanding  majority  under  such  a 
scheme,  and  therefore  they  sought  an  interview  with  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  urged  that  for  effective 
practical  working  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  two  Con¬ 
servancy  Boards.  The  adoption  of  this  scheme  would 
evidently  assure  to  Leeds  and  Bradford  the  practical  control 
of  the  proposed  committee.  The  exclusion  of  the  minor 
authorities  from  control  was  sharply  resented  by  them, 
and  a  conference  of  urban  authorities  was  held  at  Keighley, 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Mayor  of  that  town,  at  which 
a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed,  expressing  their 
entire  disapproval  of  any  scheme  which  would  exclude 
therefrom  representatives  of  such  urban  sanitary  authori¬ 
ties,  and  stating  that  the  county  boroughs  of  Leeds  and 
Bradford  were  the  principal  offenders  against  the  purity  of 
the  streams.  The  various  sanitary  authorities  represented 
were  prepared  to  perform  the  duties  reposed  in  them  by 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act,  and 
they  deprecate  the  intrusion  in  matters  which  it  is  their 
primary  duty  to  enforce,  of  any  new  authority  upon 
which  they  would  have  no  direct  representation. 
It  will  thus  be  seen,  continued  tho  report,  that  all  the 
sanitary  authorities  are  at  loggerheads.  It  seems  to  be 
assumed  by  all  parties  that  the  basis  of  representation 
must  be  either  rateable  value  or  population,  and  neither 
drainage  areas  nor  proprietary  or  angling  rights  received 
(as  might  be  expected  where  only  local  authorities  were 
present)  the  slightest  consideration.  Among  these  in¬ 
terests  not  the  least  important  is  that  of  fishing.  A  very 
largo  and  important  trade  was  within  comparatively  re¬ 
cent  years  done  on  the  Ouse  in  the  catching  of  salmon, 
but  now  the  accumulated  torrent  of  filth  from  the  Aire 
and  Calder  either  kills  the  fish  or  diverts  them  to  the 
Trent  and  other  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  tho 
Humber.  But  far  beyond  the  interference  with  the  mone¬ 
tary  interests  of  salmon  catchers,  or  with  the  pleasure  of 
the  working-men  anglers  of  our  large  towns  who  now  go 
so  far  afield  for  their  sport,  is  the  important  fact  that 
where  fish  can  livo  the  water  is  pure,  and  thus  the  full  re¬ 
presentation  of  angling  interests  is  the  best  of  all  guaran¬ 
tees  for  tho  preservation  of  the  purity  of  our  streams,  and 
for  the  promotion  of  the  public  health,  apart  from  per¬ 
sonal  interests.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  scheme  is  undesirable  and  unfair  on  the  following 
grounds  amongst  others  :— 1.— That  the  expenses  of  putting 
the  Act  in  force,  even  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
would  fall  upon  the  general  rates,  while  only  certain  parts 
of  the  Riding  would  be  benefited,  2.— That  the  larger  the 


area  the  greater  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  in  favour 
of  pure  water,  and  the  less  the  obstruction  of  power  of 
local  bodies  or  individuals.  3. — That  it  is  impossible  and 
unjust  to  separate  the  question  of  the  pollution  of  one 
stream  from  that  of  others  in  the  immediate  neighbour¬ 
hood,  or  into  which  the  polluted  stream  falls.  Communi¬ 
cation  has  been  opened  by  your  sub-committee  with  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
what  steps  are  now  proposed  to  be  taken,  and  they  learn 
that  at  the  present  moment  there  is  no  definite  proposal 
before  the  board.  Your  committee  have  not  felt  able  to 
recommend  that  immediate  action  should  be  taken  by 
means  of  a  public  meeting,  as,  in  its  opinion,  in  order 
to  gain  the  full  benefit  of  such  a  meeting,  it  should 
take  place  at  a  time  when  the  proposal  is  again 
likely  to  be  brought  before  the  Local  Government  Board. 

It  seemed  to  them  that  the  proper  mode  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  objects  of  the  Council  would  be  to  appont  a 
deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Local  Government  Board, 
with  a  view  of  urging  the  amendment  of  section  14  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  to  enable  a  due  representation  of 
angling  interests  upon  any  proposed  Board,  and  that  a  firm 
resistance  should  be  offered  to  all  proposals  to  limit  the 
area  to  anything  less  than  the  entire  watersheds  emptying 
into  the  Humber,  the  Trent  alono  excepted.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  then,  submitted  the  following  recommendation : 
“  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  a  public  meeting 
of  the  anglers  should  be  called  to  resist  tho  proposals  made 
by  the  Boroughs  of  Leeds  and  Bradford  for  separate  Con¬ 
servancy  Boards  for  the  Aire  and  Calder  respectively,  and 
that  the  meeting  should  take  place  as  soon  as  it  seems 
robable  any  further  action  may  be  taken  to  form  such 
oards ;  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  no  Conser¬ 
vancy  Board  will  be  satisfactory  which  includes  any  less 
area  than  the  watershed  of  the  tributaries  for  the  Humber, 
the  Trent  excepted ;  that  on  any  proposed  Board  there 
should  be  a  distinct  representation  of  the  interests  of 
anglers,  and  of  real  and  professional  fishermen  ;  and  that 
all  fishing  clubs  in  Yorkshire  should  bo  invited  to  co¬ 
operate  in  a  meeting  by  sending  representatives  and 
passing  resolutions  in  opposition  to  the  Leeds  and  Bradford 
proposals.”  This  report  was  after  discussion,  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated.  The  sub-committoo 
were  also  directed  to  watch  the  matter,  and  take  what 
further  action  was  deemed  necessary. 

Illegal  Practices  on  the  Ouse. 

A  resolution  was  presented  by  Mr.  Schumacker  from 
the  York  centre,  requesting  the  Council  to  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  salmon  fishermen  in  the  Ouse  and  Derwent 
taking  coarse  fish  in  their  nets  during  the  close  season. 
It  is  alleged  that  the  men,  besides  having  a  proper  salmon 
net,  put  a  net  of  a  much  smaller  mesh,  behind  the  salmon 
one.  Mr.  Blakey  said  that  since  the  question  had  beon 
last  discussed  ho  had  reported  the  matter  to  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  and  the  secretary  had  telegraphed  to 
several  of  the  water-bailiffs,  with  orders  to  try  and  dis¬ 
cover  the  defaulters  and  bring  them  to  justice.  Since 
that  time,  as  complaints  had  been  made,  and  much  good 
seemed  to  have  accrued  from  the  action  of  the  York¬ 
shire  Board,  it  was  resolved  to  leave  the  matter  in 
obeyance  until  the  York  centre  reported  that  further 
action  was  necessary. _ 


The  Proposal  to  Tax  Coarse  Angling  by  Fishery 
Boards.— The  suggestion  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  that 
other  similar  boards  should  petition  Parliament  in  favour 
of  putting  coarse  fish  within  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon 
and  Trout  Acts  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  rod  licences 
for  coarse  fishing,  is  likely  to  meet  with  strong  opposition. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  a  large  and  well-repre¬ 
sented  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Angling  Association  on 
Wednesday  evening,  and  after  a  long  discussion,  a  resolu¬ 
tion  pledging  the  association  to  resist  any  attempt  to  impose 
such  a  tax  on  anglers  was  passed.  Representatives  from 
an  association  attended  to  explain  what  had  been  done  by 
that  body,  and  letters  were  read  on  the  subject  from  Col. 
Eyre,  C.B.,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley,  M.P.,  Under 
Home  Secretary.  The  latter  pointed  out  that  nothing 
could  be  done  in  the  direction  indicated  without  the 
authority  of  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.  Petitions  against 
the  proposal  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  are  being  signed 
in  Sheffield  and  other  towns. 


Bait  of  the  Average  Fisherman. 

[From  “American  Humorous  Verse,”  Selected  and  Edited 
by  James  Barr.] 

This  is  the  bait  the 
fishermen  take, 
the  fishermen 
take,  the  fishermen  take, 
when  they  start  out  the 
fish  to  wake,  so 
early  in  the 
morning.  They 
take  a  nip  before  they  go — a 
good  one,  ah  !  and  long  and  slow, 
for  fear  the  chills  will  lay  them  low 
so  early  in  the  morning.  Another— when 
they’re  on  the  street,  which  they  repeat 
each  time  they  meet,  for  “  luck  ” — for  that’s 
the  way  to  greet  a  fisher  in  the  morning. — 
And  when  they  are  on  the  river’s  brink 
again  they  drink  without  a  wink — to  fight 
malaria — they  think  it  proper  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  They  tip  a  flask  with  true  delight 
when  there’s  a  bite ;  if  fishing’s  light 
they  smile  the  more  till,  jolly  tight, 
all  fishing  they  are  scorning.  An¬ 
other  nip  as  they  depart ;  one  at  the 
mart  and  one  to  part,  but  none 
when  in  the  house  they  dart  ex¬ 
pecting  there’ll  be  mourning. 

This  is  the  bait  tho  fisher¬ 
men  try,  who  fishes  buy  at 
prices  high,  and  tell  each 
one  a  bigger  lie,  of  fish¬ 
ing  in  the  morning. 

LI.  C.  Dodge, 
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JAMES  OGDEN,  28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Ogpen's  “  Spent  Gnat.” 


Ogden’s  “  Gem,”  No.  3  (Green 
Wing). 


Ogden’s  “  Gem,”  No  4.  (Grey  Wing). 


Ogden’s  “Gem,”  No.  1  (Light 
Wing). 

PRICES— Floating,  6s.,  Sunk,  4s.  per  doz  ,  on  Eyed  Hooks  or  14in.  Gut,  or  Dressed  Correctly  to  Pattern. 

JAMES  OOX>EM’S  MULTUM-IN-PARYO  FLY  RODS,  SI  ls> 

N.B.-NO  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTELER  PERSONS  ASSUMING  THE  SAME  NAME. 


ROAGH  &  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  days  Fishing  in  the  350  acres  of 
water  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

THE  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s, 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &c. 

“  Pike,  perch,  roach,  &c.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
to  Welsh  Harp. 

Book  for  the  Welsh  Hart)  Station. 

FREE! 

SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT, 

And  other  Fishing  in  the  Celebrated 

Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen ,  etc. 

THOMAS  CLARKE,  Fisherman, 

Begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends  and  gentlemen 
that  he  has  a  Lodge  at  the  Lake  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  anglers,  also  Good  Boats.  Terms 
moderate.  Apply  to  T.  Clarke,  Lough  Conn 
Lodge,  Cloughans,  Ballina,  Co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 

Large  Gillaroo  Trout  and  Heavy  Pike  in  the 
Lake 

BEXHILL-OI-SIA 

Excellent  Sea-Fishing  all  the  Year  round. 
Quiet  Holiday  Resort. 

CASTLE  HOTEL 
COMMERCIAL  HOUSE. 

Proprietor,  R.  J.  CRUTTENDEN. 

BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 

EYED  TROUT  OVA,  15s.  per  1,000 
FRY  from  £1  per  1,000. 
Year-old  FISH  at  reduced  rates. 

A  Jew  Year-  Old  BLA  CK  BA  SS  for  Sale 

W.  T.  SILK,  Stamford 

The  I  \  A  MIO  E, 

Yery  Old  Scotch  Whisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  BE  GOT 

To  be  had  from  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
in  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 

DIRECT  FROM  SOLE  PROPRIETORS — 

D.  A.  RHIND  &  CO.,  LEITH. 

HAVE  YOU  TRIED  " 


QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  ROAD,  BATTERSEA. 

A  SPACIOUS  ROOM,  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

For  Philanthropic  Purposes  the  room  can  he  had  Free. 

G.  EDWARDS. . Proprietor. 

FLY  FISHING” 

Tine  Largest  Slock  of  Flies  in  London. 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holtoorn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  MARK,  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock. 


TROUT  FLIES. 

PRITT’S  AND  THEAKSTONE’S 

Small-sized  hackled  Flies  on  hair  or  gut, 

For  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  &c 
3  dozen,  4/-;  1/6  per  dozen;  hair  casts,  3  for  2/-; 
single  hair  packets,  3/-. 

Francis’s  Loch  Flics  for  Scotland,  Wales,  an 
England,  2/-  per  dozen. 


Address— J.  Pickersgill,  12,  Bingley  S’.,  Leeds. 

PBACTXCAL  DODGY 

UTILITIES 

Skates. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 

Lists  Free. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  son., 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Devonshire  Rivers. 

DEVONSHIRE  FLIES 

.Good  in  any  Stream),  la.  6d.  per  dozen. 

FLIES  MADE  TO  PATTERN. 

A  LARGE  STOCK  OF  RODS  AND 
TACKLE  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

The  Devon  and  other  artificial  Bain,  Reels, 
lines,  Gut  Casting  Lines,  Fly  Books,  Wading 
Stockings  and  Trousers,  Boskets,  and  every  other 
requisite. 

Address— WILLIAM  MUDFORD, 
Fore  Street,  Tiverton,  Devonshire. 

Ticket  Depot  for  the  Tiverton  Fishing  Association. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  PLY  CASTING. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

James  Kerss.  Sprouston  ou-Tweed.  Kelse,  winner  of 
the  Professional  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competition  at 
Twickenham,  9th  August,  1890,  begs  to  intimate  to  all 
those  interested,  that  by  special  request,  he  will  be 
prepared  on  and  after  the  1  jth  of  June,  to  give  Lessons 
in  the  above  at  the  Welsh  Harp  Fishery.  Hendon, 
where  a  suitable  stretch  of  water  has  been  secured. 
Strictest  privacy  ensured.  For  terms,  hours  of  atten. 
dance,  and  other  particulars  apply  to  J.  K..  at 
Bellevue  Cottage,  Sprouston.  Kelso.  N.B.,  to  loth  of 
June,  and  afterwards  at  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon. 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which  will 
take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by  the  leading 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d,. 
6d.,  and  Is.  lach,  or  by  post  (postage  extra) 
the  Maker- WM.  KING,  107,  COMMERCIAL 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 

b!Cg  <fei 


HILL’S , 

4,  Haymarket,  S.  W. 

TOOTHACHE 

CURED  INST 

BUNTERS 


Every  Angling  Requisite  —  Flies  for 

British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 

-  ■ 

New  Bait  for  Pollack,  Bass,  tfc. 

THE 

DOUBLE  WORM. 

The  most  deadly  Bait  known.’  Fish  are  mad 
ifter  it.  Three  by  post,  Is.  ;  ditto,  larger,  Is.  6d. 

HARDER,  PLYMOUTH. 


THE  FISHER’S  FLASK. 

Top  is  Hinged. 

Cannot  be  Lost 
in  the  Grass. 


NO  LEATHER. 


Flask  can  be  put 
in  the 

Water  to  Cool. 

Plated  Cup  and  Cap — 17/6,  19/6, Y2/- 
F  asks  from  1/-. 

S.  FISHER,  188,  STRAND. 


CURED  INSTANTLY  BY 

Prevents  Decay,  Saves 
Extraction.  Sleepless 
Nights  Prevented. 
Neuralgic  Headaches  ana  .iniMigRBip 
all  Nerve  Pains  removed  gj  fC.  If  k  aJI  fC 
byBUNTER’S  NERVINE.  |H  &  it  W  0  1C 
All  Chemists,  Is.  ljd. 

Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &e.,  writ- 
ingin  Health,  says  — 

“  1  BUNTER'S  NERVINE  ’  has  stood  the  most 
severe  test.  For  many  years  it  has  been  the 
favourite  household  Remedy  for  TOOTH-ACHE 
and  kindred  ailments  of  NEURALGIC  character. 
It  contains  nothing  of  a  deleterious  nature,  and 
should  claim  an  honoured  place  in  every  family 
medicine  chest.” 

CROFTS’ 

CELEBRATED  PLAITED  LINES. 

Fine  Roach,  2/-;  Trout,  2/6  ;  Barbel,  3/6 ;  Pike, 
4/6 ;  salmon,  6/6  per  100  yards.  Any  ltngtli 
supplied.  Samples  Id. 

LIVE  BAIT  .  —  Lob  Worms,  3/-  per  1,000,  2/- 
500 ;  Small  Mixed  Worms,  Caddis  Bait,  1/6  and 
2/6  per  hag  ;  00  Live  Minnows,  with  Bait  Tin,  3/6. 

46,  SUSSEX  STREET,  NOTTINGHAM. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing, 
inventors  of  the  celebrated  Plymouth 
land  'Dels.  Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds 
>f  fishing. 

Otter  and  Beam  Trawls,  Trammels, 
Naturalists’  and  Oyster  Dredges. 

Established  1770.  Highest  awards  everywhere. 


THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

is  published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Herrcke 
h  Lebelino.  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 
Fishing  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post-paid.  Annual 
iuhscription,  post-free,  12  Marks  (12  shillings). 

SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

YTOST  roliable  information  as  to  Salmon,  Grilse, 
m.  and  Trout  Fishing,  in  free  and  preserved  waters, 
river  and  luke,  at  this  station  ;  also  as  to  accommoda 
tion  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to  river 
Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and  Scotland 
on  application  to  s.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Co.  Clare 
Ireland.— N.B.  The  Green  Drake  season  on  lalo  com 
mences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big  trout 
are  about  in  thousands, 


TO  TROUT  FISHERS! 

First-class  Hair  Cast,  with  4  Flies,  1/6 
each  ;  Hair  Cast,  1/- ;  Flies,  1/6  a  dozen. 
Terms— Cash  with  order. 

JAMES  RICHMOND, 

ALBERT  TERRACE, 

BURNLEY,  LANCASHIRE. 

ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLEH’S  DIABY  for  1891. 

Which  cont  tins  information  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  subj  eets :  — Names  and  particulars 
of  Fishing  Stations  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &o.  ;  the  Close  Seasons 
and  Cost  of  Rod  Licekces  in  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &o.,  &c. 

Price  2s  6d. ;  post  free,  2a.  9d. 

THE  ART  OF  ANGLING 

By  CHARLE3  BOWLKER,  of  LUDLOW. 
Containing  List  of  Flies,  Directions  for  Fly-Fishing 
Trolling,  Making  Artificial  Flies,  &c.,  with  a  List  of 
the  most  celebrated  Fishing  Stations  in  North  Wales, 
and  coloured  Plate  of  Flies.  One  of  the  best  books 
extant  on  the  “Gentle  Aft,"  G-  WOOLW3V,  Book¬ 
seller,  LUDLOW. 
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NOTICE.  - 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son’s  Railway  Book¬ 
stalls  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  must  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only, 
and  give  their  realnamesand  addresses,  notnecessarily  as  signa¬ 
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prietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
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including  postage  —  ...  «.  —  —  ..  12s  6d. 
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SATURDAY,  JUNE  11th,  1891. 


LOCH  BREAC  MHOR. 

By  M. 

Here  we  do  get  grand  trout  ;  it  is  a  loch  that 
ranks  as  a  great  favourite  of  mine.  I  conceal  its 
real  name,  because  in  the  best  time  of  the  year, 
which  will  soon  arrive,  I  wish  to  have  the  fishing 
of  it  pretty  much  to  myself.  There  is  some 
selfishness  in  this,  I  admit,  but  to  give  a  small 
loch  a  fame  has  the  effect  of  making  it  soon  lose 
that  fame  through  over-fishing. 

Breac  Mhor  is  strictly  preserved  by  the  pro¬ 
prietor,  but  there  is  a  boat  on  it  which  in  June 
and  July  anglers  may  have  the  privilege  of  using. 

It  was  on  the  strong  recommendation  of  a  friend 
that  I  journeyed  far,  far  north  some  years  ago  to 
try  this  lochie .  I  got  to  my  destination  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  after  a  drive  of  some  miles  from  the  nearest 
railway  station.  My  quarters  was  a  small  way- 
side  inn,  of  the  most  antiquated  character,  but 
everything  was  clean  and  comfortable,  and  the 
spread  of  good  cheer  which  awaited  my  arrival 
was  simply  enormous.  I  judged  it  advisable 
immediately  on  arriving  to  see  the  inn  keeper 
about  the  fishing.  “  You  are  on  Mr.  P’s.  estate,” 
I  said,  “  and  I  understand  that  you  have  liberty 
from  him  to  lot  parties  staying  with  you  fish  Loch 
Breac  Mhor?”  This  fishing  query  answered  to 
my  satisfaction.  I  told  him  my  intention  of  going 
out  next  day.  I  indicated  that  I  supposed  I  would 
have  to  drive.  “  Yes,”  he  said,  “  you  will  have  to 
drive  a  good  bit” ;  but,  he  added,  “  I  fear  you  will 
Dot  get  to  fish  to-morrow.”  “Why?”  said  I. 
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“  Well,”  replied  he,  “  the  wind  is  not  in  the  right 
airt  :  it  has  not  been  in  the  right  airt  for  days, 
and  I  much  fear  it  will  not  be  right  to-morrow, 
either.  It  is  useless  going  to  the  loch  unless  we 
get  a  south  or  a  south-west  wind.  If  we  do  not 
get  that,  we  may  fish  a  whole  day  and  not  get 
one  of  the  good  trout ;  but  you  can  get  fishing  on 
the  larger  loch  within  half-a-mile  of  Breac  Mhor. 
and  almost  any  day  you  can  get  a  large  basket  off 
it  of  pretty  little  trout  of  fine  quality.  I  am  to 
send  to  the  proprietor’s  residence,  about  a  mile 
away,  a  message  to  Nicol — the  head-keeper,  to  see 
what  he  thinks.  There  is  no  man  can  tell  so 
well  as  he  if  the  fishing  will  be  worth  trying  or 
not.  I’ll  let  him  know  to  come  down  in  the 
morning  betimes,  and  I’ll  ask  him  to  arrange  for 
going  along  with  you  in  the  event  of  the  day 
being  favourable.  With  him  to  tell  you  all  about 
the  fishing,  you  are  sure  to  have  good  sport,  for 
he  is  the  best  fisher  in  the  district,  and  he  will 
not  go  out  unless  the  day  be  right.  The  interest 
shown  in  me  by  the  inn-keeper  was  so  great  that 
I  soon  became  quite  chummy  with  him.  He  was 
a  decent,  straight-out  sort  of  fellow,  and  anxious 
to  do  everything  for  me.  Besides  that  he  was  a 
keen  angler  himself,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  could 
not  come  along  next  day  to  drive,  and  do  a  bit  of 
fishing  if  he  cared. 

I  got  up  pretty  early  in  the  morning  and  after 
dressing  went  outside  at  once.  “  Mine  host  ” 
was  there  ;  he  had  been  unusually  early  astir  to 
have  matters  pushed  forward  that  he  might  get 
with  me  to  the  fishing.  “  How  does  it  look  for 
Loch  Breac  Mhor  ?  ”  I  asked,  after  wishing  him  a 
good  morning.  “  I  think,  myself,”  he  said,  “  that 
you  have  brought  luck  with  you,  and  that  we  are 
likely  to  have  a  pretty  good  fishing  day.”  “  By 
its  look  I  judge  it  will  keep  up,  at  all  events,”  I 
said  ;  “  but  what  about  the  wind — it  seems  much 
milder  than  it  was  last  night.”  “  Yes,  it  is  milder  ; 
it  has  gone  away  round  with  the  sun,  and  it  is 
now  nearly  due  south.  A  grey  morning  like  this 
may  nearly  always  be  taken  as  a  promise  of  a 
fair  day,  and  I  think  that  unless  the  sun  comes 
out  strong  we  will  be  in  luck.  But  I  wait  to  hear 
what  Nicol  says  first,  as  his  opinion  is  better  than 
mine.  I  expect  him  here  in  half-an-hour,  and  if 
he  says  we  should  go  I  will  have  the  trap  ready 
to  start  before  you  have  finished  your  breakfast.” 

I  had  not  to  hang  about  waiting  for  the  keeper. 
■The  man  of  whipcord,  sinews,  and  lungs  of  lea¬ 
ther  arrived  within  time.  While  at  breakfast, 
with  which  as  yet  I  was  not  half  through,  I  heard 
him  outside  giving  directions  to  “  mine  host  ” 
about  the  trap.  “  Get  ready  now,  Angus,  as  fast 
as  you  can  ;  let  us  have  your  swiftest  beast ;  put 
in  the  brown  horse.”  Looking  up  on  hearing  this, 
I  saw,  in  front  of  the  window  outside,  the  keeper 
pacing  about — a  fine  looking,  manly  fellow  of 
thirty-five  years  or  so — dressed  in  a  flashy  check 
suit  of  Harris  homespun,  with  cap  to  match  and 
moleskin  spats.  “  A  big  swell,”  I  said  to  myself, 
“  yet  his  look  indicates  a  man  of  superior  parts 
for  his  profession,”  and  I  found  it  was  even  so. 
Hurriedly  “  bolting  in  ”  my  breakfast,  and  then 
gathering  my  rods  and  bag,  I  soon  was  outside. 
“  This  is  the  gentleman,”  said  “  mine  host.”  The 
keeper  saluted  me  with  polite  and  frank  civility, 
and  I  soon  was  the  best  and  freest  of  friends  with 
him.  Already  the  brown  horse  was  yoked,  and 
without  further  preliminaries  we  started  away. 
If  in  “  mine  host  ”  I  had  an  excellent  Jehu,  I  had 
a  no  less  excellent  companion  in  Nicol,  who  was 
seated  beside  me  on  the  back  seat  of  the 
dogcart.  He  was  at  special  pains  to  make 
the  drive  pleasant  by  conversing  most  intelli¬ 
gently  about  everything  we  saw  that  inte¬ 
rested  me.  Our  road  for  some  distance  led 
through  low  moorland — first-rate  for  grouse — and 
at  no  great  distance  from  a  river  which  worked 
its  sinuous  way  through  great  broad  flats  of  snipe 
marsh.  Here  and  there  we  would  come  upon 
small  patches  of  cultivation — crofters’  plots  with 
wretched  dwellings  and  still  more  wretched  out¬ 
houses — by  the  wayside.  What  the  scene  most 
strongly  suggested  was  “  aye  ”  the  theme,  and 
thus  in  turn  shooting,  fishing,  and  crofting  were 
discussed,  and  on  these  several  topics  I  got  a 
good  deal  of  information  from  my  well-informed 
guide.  The  day  was  pleasant  and  breezy;  we 
had  no  fear  that  it  would  not  keep  up,  indeed  it 
was  keeping  up  only  too  well  for  sport,  for  by  the 
time  we  reached  the  moorland  lodge  or  box,  nine 
miles  out,  where  we  were  to  put  up,  it  had  become 
perfectly  cloudless. 


Without  further  preliminaries  let  me  take  my 
readers  almost  straight  to  the  fishing.  Nicol 
jumped  off  and  opened  the  private  gate  of  the 
avenue  leading  to  Bleak-Moor  Lodge.  Between 
two  narrow  belts  of  scrubby  weather-beaten  trees 
we  then  held  our  way  to  the  lodge,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  distant.  Here  our  horse  was  unyoked, 
and  here  Nicol  introduced  me  to  his  brother,  the 
head  “boss”  at  this  “out”  part  of  the  ground 
on  the  verge  of  the  “forest.”  “Four  of  us  are 
keepers,  as  you  know,”  he  said,  “  and  this  is  the 
giant  of  the  family  !  ”  This  he  said  as  a  joke,  for 
Plantagenet  was  a  very  small  wiry  fellow.  After 
trifling  delay,  Nicol  Plantagenet,  “mine  host,” 
and  I,  all  set  out  on  foot  for  Loch  Breac  Mhor. 

A  mile  of  stiff  uphill  walking  by  a  rough  road 
used  for  convenience  in  the  stalking  season,  took 
us  to  the  loch,  into  sight  of  which,  close  at  hand, 
we  came  on,  turning  a  corner  to  the  right.  The 
boat  was  lying  handy  for  starting  at  once,  had  it 
not  been  filled  with  water,  which  took  us  some 
little  time  to  empty  out.  Before  proceeding  to 
bale,  Nicol  pointed  me  to  some  places,  and  told 
me  to  watch  for  trout  rising.  This  I  did  intently, 
but  nothing,  while  the  operation  of  baling  was  going 
on,  did  I  see  move.  This  seemed  rather  dis¬ 
couraging,  but  Nicol  indicated  that  it  was  nothing 
unusual,  as  being  very  canricions  Die  trout  seldom 
showed  much  during  bright  sunshine. 

A  good  half  hour  was  spent  wionout  any  result. 
We  had  worked  along  the  bay  underneath  the 
“  Eagles’  look-out,”  and  across  the  loch  by  the 
“  big  stone  ”  to  the  other  shore,  and  drifted  back 
again  with  the  wind.  There  was  a  nice  ripple  all 
this  time,  but  the  sun  kept  too  strong  ;  still,  some 
clouds  waking  in  the  south-west,  pointed  to  better 
light  before  long,  as  they  were  coming  in  our 
direction,  and  would  arrive  quickly  with  the 
strong  wind.  We  hung  about  the  bay  alluded  to 
till  the  sun  commenced  to  throw  a  fainter  light 
on  the  water  through  the  clouds  crossing  his  face, 
and  then  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  some 
trout  begin  to  move.  We  made  for  a  couple,  one 
of  which  I  had  the  luck  to  hook.  Instantly  it  felt 
itself  held  it  sprang  out  of  the  water  five  or  six 
times,  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  dived  to  tie 
bottom,  and  away  off  it  went  full  speed,  making 
for  some  weed.4,  in  which  it  broke  me.  This  was 
a  bad  start.  Nicol  now  cautioned  me  to  fish  with 
a  very  short  line,  and  endeavour  by  all  means  to 
keep  the  trout  from  “  gettir  g  down.”  Soon  I  had 
a  hold  of  another,  which  behaved  similarly  in  the 
first  instance,  but  by  keeping  him  firm  in  hand  a 
held  him  from  rushing  away  to  the  weeds.  In  a 
minute  or  two  I  had  him  in  over  the  boat,  a 
grand  trout  of  IRb.,  yellow-bellied,  and  delight¬ 
fully  spotted.  Nicol  killed  him,  and  pressing 
his  finger  upon  him,  said,  “  Look  how  firm  he  is. 
You  don’t  find  a  fresh-run  salmon  so  firm 
that.  He  is  a  real  Loch  Breac  Mhor  trout,  and 
you  will  find  his  flesh  quite  as  red  as  a  salmon’s.” 

Favourable  conditions  for  fishing  continued  fcr 
quite  an  hour,  during  which  I  secured  half-a-dozen 
good  trout,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  as 
great  a  number,  which  hooked  lightly.  Again 
came  a  spell  of  bright  sunshine,  and  again  the 
rise  was  off.  We  tried  during  this  time  all  sorts 
of  flies,  but  nothing  would  move  a  fin.  Nicol 
then  thought  as  we  were  doing  nothing  that  we 
might  do  worse  than  show  them  some  monstrosity. 
“  I  have  seen  them,”  he  said,  “when  they  were 
altogether  ‘  off,’  as  at  present — not  one  rising — 
sometimes  come  at  a  very  small  or  a  very  large 
fly.  What  do  you  say  to  try  them  with  this  Loch 
Stennis  Creeper  ?  ”  This  was  a  large  silver-bodied 
creeper  sort  of  thing,  with  tied-down  mallard 
wings.  “We  will  put  it  on,”  he  said,  “for  the 
trail,  and  have  a  couple  of  very  wee  flies  for 
droppers.”  With  this  new  cast  I  started  to  fish, 
but  not  with  much  hope.  Still  Nicol’s  advice, 
founded  on  experience  was  not  to  be  discounted  : 
it  gave  me  some  confidence  to  fish,  and  I  fished 
on.  Round  the  bay  and  over  all  the  water  I  had 
already  fished  I  cast  with  great  care  ;  then  Nicol 
told  Plantagenet  to  take  the  boat  away  up  the 
long  narrow  tail  of  the  loch — a  strip  of  water  net 
over  a  score  of  yards  wide,  extending  between  a 
close  growth  of  above  water  weeds  for  some  hun¬ 
dred  yards  to  the  northward.  Working  up  here  I 
hooked  first  one  trout  and  then  another,  and 
landed  both.  Singular  enough  both  took  the 
Loch  Stennis  Creeper — the  huge  monstrosity ! 
Getting  to  the  head  of  this  strip  of  water,  we 
turned  to  oome  back  pretty  smartly,  as  a«ain 
there  was  thesigu  of  better  light  being  on  Lif  .’re 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[June  13,  1891. 


many  minutes.  Coming  down  I  hooked  a  very 
large  fish — quite  21b.  I  should  say — but  so  lightly 
that  he  only  held  on  for  a  second  or  two,  during 
which  he  made  a  number  of  very  violent  leaps. 
Once  again  we  were  at  the  very  best  part  of  the 
loch.  The  light  once  more  was  all  right,  and  the 
trout  were  showing.  The  approved  cast  was 
again  put  on,  and  soon  I  had  a  couple  more  fine 
trout  from  close  to  the  weeds  where  I  broke  with 
the  first  one.  Now  we  worked  along  the  bay  and 
for  ten  minutes  had  what  I  must  call  splendid 
sport,  getting  in  that  brief  space  of  time  eight 
trout,  all  about  a  size — lib. 

I  found  the  Cinnamon,  the  Heather  Moth,  and 
the  Green  Mantle  do  best — the  Cinnamon  best 
of  all,  and  I  think  that  of  the  twenty-one  trout 
which  I  had  in  my  basket  when  I  stopped  fishing, 
eleven  had  been  lured  by  the  Cinnamon.  The 
particular  gameness  of  the  fish,  and  the  uniformity 
of  their  size  more  than  anything  else  pleased  me. 
I  have  had  heavier  baskets  and  larger  trout  many 
a  time,  but  never  common  loch  trout  of  a  better 
average  for  such  a  large  number  as  twenty-one. 
The  whole  lot  weighed  22  Jib.,  and  not  one  exceeded 
ljlb.,  neither  was  one  so  light  as  Mb.  Nicol  had 
to  go  home  early  to  see  after  tb<i  dogs  being  taken 
out  for  a  turn,  so  with  reluctance  I  had  to  give  up 
fishing  after  being  only  four  hours  at  it,  but  this 
my  first  day  on  Loch  Breac  Mhur  was  so  good  as 
to  cause  me  to  resolve  to  go  back  ;  and  now  I  am  in 
the  expectation  of  having  some  grand  days’  sport 
on  it  in  the  near  future. 

On  our  way  down  the  hill  Nicol  pointed  to  the 
large  loch  in  front,  and  remarked — “  Had  we  only 
been  there  with  our  salmon  rods,  we  would  have 
been  in  luck  to-day  ;  there  is  just  a  grand  breeze 
‘  on  ’  for  a  salmon,  I  got  three  yesterday,  when 
the  wind  wasn’t  so  good.  Mind  to-morrow  that 
if  the  wind  is  not  in  the  quarter  that  it  is  in  to-day 
you  need  not  come  up  here ;  go  to  the  large  loch 
there,  where  always  you  can  get  a  large  basket  of 
trout,  four  to  the  pound,  and  after  you  have  made 
your  basket,  fish  for  salmon,  and  very  likely  you 
will  get  one  or  two.”  “  Thank  you,”  said  I,  “  I  will, 
and  if  you  can  manage  to  get  conveniently,  I 
would  like  you  to  come  along  again  with  me.” 

The  drive  home  was  most  delightful,  and  the 
whole  of  us  were  in  high  spirits  with  our  short 
day’s  work.  After  the  dogs  had  got  a  turn  out 
there  was  some  rabbit  shooting,  Nicol  giving  me 
an  exhibition  of  his  marvellous  dexterity  as  a  snap 
slmf  With  this  ended  our  day’s  sport  with  fish 
and  fur. 


FISHING  REPORTERS  AND  SOME 
OF  THEIR  CRITICS. 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

A  letter  signed  by  “  Pheon  Argent  ”  was 
lately  sent  to  me  by  a  worthy  friend,  who  had  cut 
it  out  of  a  back  number  of  F.  G.,  the  date  of 
which  I  am  ignorant  of,  but  believe  it  was  about 
the  latter  part  of  April.  How  I  had  missed  it,  1 
do  not  know.  When  it  was  first  forwarded  to  me 
I  had  no  intention  of  moving  in  the  matter.  I 
have,  however,  thought  that  its  contents  call  for 
a  reply,  and  I  have  ventured  to  undertake  this 
responsibility  upon  my  shoulders.  I  hope  to 
deal  with  the  subject  in  a  wide,  liberal  spirit.  I 
have  no  reason  for  doing  otherwise. 

To  every  man  who  spends  his  annual  holiday 
(as  I  do)  in  a  fishing  trip,  it  is  of  the  utmost  im 
portance  that  fishing  reports  should  be  a3  nearly 
accurate  as  possible ;  for  to  be  sent  to  fish  the 

River  Z - ,  which  all  “  locals  ”  know  is  fish§d  out , 

is  indeed  a  shame.  A  man  goes  for  a  well-earned 
holiday,  and  this  is  killed !  His  temper  is  ruined 
for  the  year,  and  he  naturally  anathemises 
reports  and  reporters.  So  far,  I  am  one  of  this 
very  public ;  and  I  feel  that  if  I  found  a  man 
willingly  or  knowingly  cheating  me  out  of  my 
holiday,  I  should  have  profound  satisfaction  in 
having  him  exposed,  “pour  encourager  les  autres ! ” 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  my  duty  on  three 
occasions  at  least  (some  years  back)  to  confute 
three  separate  reports — one  from  Sutherlandshire, 
the  others  from  the  Scottish  and  English  sides  of 
the  Border.  I  knew  that  some  grave  blunder  had 
crept  in,  and  one  was  the  result  of  a  clerical  error, 
but  so  utterly  misleading  and  so  tempting  that,  had 
it  remained  uncontradicted,  the  result  would  have 
been  special  trains  to  a  certain  hotel  and  bad 
language  of  no  ordinary  character  a  few  days  (or  | 
JjQqrs)  after  arriyal.  I  gave  great  offence ;  but  I 


what  cared  I  ?  I  only  did  my  duty.  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  truth  in  such  a  matter,  where  falsehood 
means  serious  loss  to  our  brother  anglers. 

The  spirit,  however,  in  which  “  Pheon  Argent  ” 
writes  gives  one  the  impression  of  leaving  some¬ 
thing  to  be  desired.  His  letter  is  written  evidently 
under  the  irritation  of  the  moment. 

The  evil  must  be  met,  but  it  will  not  be  cured 
by  abusive  articles,  and  if  “  Pheon  Argent  ”  is  as 
old  an  angler  as  I  am,  and  knows  all  I  do  of  the 
ways  in  which  such  reports  are  forwarded,  I  think 
he  would  pause  ere  he  wrote  so  hastily  of  the  re¬ 
porters  as  if  they  were  the  only  sinners,  which  is 
far  from  the  fact.  For  long  years  I  have  writhed 
over  the  contemptible  customs  of  certain  tourist 
anglers  who  visit  the  Highlands.  I  have  perhaps 
written  something  of  this  before  to  F.  O. 

On  a  certain  river  and  loch  four  or  five  gillies 
used  to  be  employed.  It  seems  to  be  thought  that 
the  only  interest  which  is  served  by  “  cooked  ” 
reports  is  that  of  the  innkeeper.  I  will  dispose 
of  this  fallacy  in  a  few  minutes,  and  as  I  know 
what  I  am  speaking  about,  I  hope  that  I  may  be 
listened  to.  In  some  cases,  I  grant,  the  hotel- 
keeper  is  mean  enough  to  convey  a  false  impression 
of  the  sport  for  his  own  ends,  but  I  stoutly  main¬ 
tain  that  the  real  causes  are,  first,  the  low  morale 
of  certain  gentlemen  anglers  and  the  professional 
jealousy  of  gillies;  and,  to  prove  my  assertions,  I 
say  it  is  every  now  and  then  found  that  “  gentle¬ 
men  ”  who  are  living  at  no  hotel,  but  at  their  own 
“lodges,”  will  condescend  to  insert  reports  in 
sporting  papers  as  to  their  doings,  which  they 
know  are  both  false  and  misleading :  the  weight  of 
salmon  is  wilfully  exaggerated,  and  baskets  of 
trout  or  sea  trout  given  with  basket  weighed  in, 
as  a  matter  of  course.  Nay,  more  ;  is  it  not  the 
fact  that  some  men  allow  the  gillies  to  fish  the 
difficult  casts  against  wind,  &c.,  and  always  have 
them  to  fish  while  they  are  at  lunch  or  tirecl, 
and  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  a  second  rod 
was  at  work.  Major  Traherne,  at  my  request, 
wrote  to  the  F.  G.,  and  said  he  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  say  if  anglers  were  right  in  counting 
the  salmon  hooked  by  keeper  or  gillie,  and  he 
said  emphatically,  “  Certainly  not !  ” 

That  is  the  difference  between  a  real  and  a 
sham  sportsman,  and  it  is  a  wide  difference,  too  ; 
for  it  means  that  you  know  that  the  one  man 
is  to  be  believed,  and  you  don’t  know  what  to 
believe  of  the  other.  If  that  door  is  opened, 
why  not  engage  a  skilled  angler  and  watch  him 
fish  ?  If  this  unsportsmanlike  spirit  is  possible 
under  such  circumstances,  what  must  it  be  with 
men  of  the  same  mind  at  an  hotel  ?  The  gillies 
at  an  hotel  have  a  double  incentive  to  play  into 
their  hands.  First,  experience  has  taught  them 
that  only  too  many  anglers  will  take  their  word 
for  it,  provided  they  give  good  (?)  weight ;  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  gillie  who  is 
able  to  say  to  a  new-comer,  “I  rowed  Mr.  So- 
and-So,  and  he  averaged  121b.  (for  a  week)  per 
diem.”  But  there  is  yet  another  temptation,  and 
it  is  this :  The  gillies  don’t  all  arrive  at  one 
time  at  the  hotel,  so  that  the  weighing  is  often 
left  to  the  fisherman  and  his  boatman ;  and  in 
the  evening,  when  the  gillies  meet  round  the 
inn  door  or  in  the  taproom,  each  man  tries  to 
outdo  his  fellow  on  the  day’s  sport. 

Now,  I  once  had  a  very  kindly  and  very  loyal 
fellow  as  my  favourite  gillie,  and  I  one  day  bowled 
him  out  very  neatly.  He  was  holding  up  the 
spring  balance,  and  I  was  looking  at  the  index, 
and  it  struck  me  that  I  had  surely  had  a  very 
much  better  day’s  fishing  than  I  thought.  I 
looked  up  and  watched  the  way  in  which  the 
spring  balance  (one  of  Salter’s  large  balances)  was 
being  held,  and  I  saw  that  he  was  playing  a  game. 
The  ring  of  the  balance  was  placed  round  the 
thumb,  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  wrist  turned 
outward,  so  that  the  body  of  the  spring  balance 
rested  on  a  slope  on  the  bent  wrist.  Now,  as  the 
basket  weighed  perhaps  181b.  gross  weight,  this 
would  pull  the  balance  down  with  the  sudden 
jerk  to  21b.  or  31b.  below  the  real  weight,  211b., 
and  the  wrist  being  thrown  out  the  spring  was 
quite  unable  to  adjust  the  index,  which  was 
forcibly  kept  down  by  this  right-angled  pull  upon 
it.  He  quite  lost  his  temper  when  I  said,  “  Hang 
the  balance  vertically  by  the  ring,  and  none  of 
that  nonsense,”  when  a  very  different  reading  was 
given. 

I  had  previously  dropped  on  him  for  weighing 
my  basket ;  and  when  I  scouted  it  as  ridiculous, 
he  replied,  “  Nearly  all  the  gentlemen  weigh 


basket  and  all.”  “  My  good  fellow,”  was  my  reply, 
“  I  don't  catch  my  basket."  Now  I  happen  to  know 
that  he  was  actuated  almost  wholly  by  a  desire  to 
keep  pace  with  or  outdo  the  other  gillies.  He  was 
getting  into  bad  health — dying  of  consumption,  in 
fact — and  he  was  no  longer  able  for  a  hard  day’s 
rowing  on  the  loch,  and  I  took  him  with  me 
occasionally  on  the  river,  ostensibly  to  carry  my 
lunch,  but  really  out  of  a  kindly  personal  feeling, 
and  knowing  how  much  he  needed  some  such 
support.  His  widowed  and  aged  mother  I  used 
to  visit,  and  a  dear  old  soul  she  was ;  and  so,  you 
see,  I  got  well  within  “  the  reason  why  ”  of  many 
of  these  misleading  reports. 

Nay,  more.  I  found  out  that  many  of  the 
“  gentlemen  ”  often  waited  till  fairly  out  of  sight 
of  the  hotel,  and  then  a  second  rod  would  be 
rigged  up,  and  the  boat  being  put  “on  the  drift,” 
boatman  and  “gentleman  ”  both  went  hard  at  it, 
fishing  into  one  basket,  and  on  his  return  home 
the  extra  take  was  returned  as  his.  The  hotel- 
keepers  are  quite  unable  to  be  everywhere  and 
supervise  everything,  and  they  cannot  be  blamed 
under  such  circumstances;  and  what  about  the 
reporters  ?  I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  beg 
all  sportsmen  icorthy  of  the  name  not  to  yield 
to  such  devices,  and  never  to  countenance  any  of 
these  frauds,  to  please  gillie,  hotel-keeper,  or  any¬ 
body  ;  still  less  to  swagger  about  “  takes  ”  which 
are  thus  manufactured ! 

‘ 1  Pheon  Argent  ’’  says  :  “A  gentleman  cannot  tell 
a  lie.”  Perhaps  not,  but  a  good  many  do  when 
it  comes  to  fishing  matters,  all  the  same.  I  think 
I  have  said  enough  of  this  part  of  the  business. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  reporter’s  account  of 
the  case.  He  has,  I  presume,  arranged  to  send  in 
a  weekly  report  to  the  various  sporting  papers. 

Who  and  what  is  this  reporter — and  where 
does  he  live  ?  Does  he  fly  from  place  to  place, 
note-book  and  weighing-machine  in  hand,  and  see, 
and  weigh,  and  record  there  and  then  ? 

The  thing  is  absurd.  It  can’t  be  done  !  He 
lives  at  some  convenient  centre,  and  does,  I 
presume,  his  best  to  gain  information.  He  corre¬ 
sponds  with  keepers,  and  with  anglers  of  all 
classes.  He  “  pumps  ”  every  man  he  knows,  and 
sends  in  his  reports.  If  a  “  gentleman  ’’  angler 
sends  him  news  that  he  is  taking  daily  201b.  on 
the  river,  how  on  earth  could  he  write  to  him : 

“  But  do  you  weigh  your  basket ;  or  are  you  quite 
sure  that  your  balance  is  true  ?  as  101b.  generally 
is  a  good  average  on  the  river  you  are  fishing, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  send  in  only  reliable  reports  !’’ 
Or,  having  asked  a  keeper  to  put  himself  to  the 
trouble  of  sending  him  a  few  lines  weekly,  how 
ungracious  it  would  seem  to  turn  round  and 
throw  doubt  on  his  reports  !  How  insulting  the 
insinuation !  I  have  never  been  a  reporter 
myself,  but  from  time  to  time,  in  my  articles  in 
F.  G.  I  have  written  of  rivers  where  I  have 
formerly  done  well. 

Now  here  comes  in  another  difficulty.  In  owe  of 
these  rivers  (and  this  fact  is  well-known  to  this 
hour,  though  I  have  not  fished  there  for  eight  or 
nine  years)  the  constant  cry  was,  “  The  river  is 
no  use.  It  is  a  fraud.”  The  Loch  was  everything. 
Why  it  was  I  know  not,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact, 

I  myself  found  it  one  of  the  best  rivers  I  ever 
threw  a  fly  across,  and  as  I  was  always  ready  to 
fish  in  the  sight  of  all  men,  and  give  away  flies  of 
my  own  dressing,  and  so  forth,  the  baskets  of 
trout  I  took  there  could  not  be  denied,  and  what 
is  better,  were  not. 

Just  suppose  I  had  fished  there  in  June  till 
middle  of  July,  and  some  good  angler  came  up 
and  followed  me  after  this  date,  he  would  be  out 
of  it  (as  I  should  be),  in  end  of  July  and  August, 
and  yet  the  accounts  of  my  sport  in  June,  &c., 
were  in  all  senses  true;  or,  suppose  that  some 
man  who  was  a  mere  loch  fisher  came  there  next 
year  in  the  very  best  time  of  the  season,  he  would 
go  away  swearing  that  he  had  been  misled.  I 
could  give  a  few  very  decided  instances,  but  I 
object  to  bringing  in  self  into  this  paper.  “  Pheon 
Argent  ”  is  especially  angry  at  being  sent  to  a  place 
far  off,  where  he  found  a  most  comfortable  inn 
and  pleasant  people,  good  gillie,  &c.,  and  winds 
up  by— “  The  sport  was  simply  bad.  The  lochs 
did  not  admit  of  better.”  Gome  now!  that  seems 
a  very  hard  statement,  and  implies  that  the  hotel 
is  pitched  on  a  bad  spot,  where  there  is  never  any 
sport  beyond  that  enjoyed  by  the  innkeeper,  in- 
creeling  his  victims  !  How  long  would  that  last  ? 
Might  it  not  be  that  his  informant  may  have 
bad  bis  information  from  those  who  fished 
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lochs  and  rivers  under  certain  conditions  which 
he  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  at  the  time  of 
his  visit  ?  For  instance — 

A  man  arrives  just  as  rain  is  beginning,  and  has 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  rivers  and  burns  rise,  and 
with  them  the  lochs,  and  he  has  four  weeks’  holi¬ 
day  in  front  of  him  !  Under  such  circumstances 
I  have  entirely  surprised  myself;  and  an  instance 
occurs  to  me  in  a  small  weedy  loch  in  Perthshire, 
and  one  of  no  note.  I  began  in  a  dead  calm  at 
two  p.m.  aud  left  off  at  seven  o’clock  with  241b.  net 
of  trout,  during  which  time  rain  fell  incessantly, 
and  the  little  loch  was  brim  full.  Another  day  in 
Sutherlandshire  I  had  351b.  net,  and  on  neither 
occasion  was  there  the  slightest  difficulty.  The 
fresh  water  coming  in  abundantly  set  all  the  fish 
“  on  the  job,”,  and  they  came  to  the  fly  greedily — 
nay,  more,  when  I  trotted  from  place  to  place,  the 
same  good  success  followed  me. 

Now,  suppose  some  man  followed  me  in  a 
drought,  or  in  the  wrong  month,  what  was  to 
prevent  him,  in  his  chagrin,  throwing  doubt  on 
all  my  baskets  ? 

Where  the  sea  trout  (and  salmon)  are  con¬ 
cerned,  this  is  obviously  of  even  greater  import ; 
and  if  Mr.  A.  has  been  at  the  very  place  alluded 
to,  say  in  June  or  July,  with  trout  well  on  the 
rise  and  sea  trout  on  the  run,  rivers  and  lochs 
then  will  afford  Mr.  A.  a  rich  harvest. 

A  month  or  six  weeks  go  by  and  a  drought 
follows.  Meanwhile  Mr.  A.’s  reports  have  got  into 
the  fishing  papers,  and  in  August  (I  am  making  a 
purely  imaginary  statement)  Mr.  A.  finds  himself 
surrounded  by  many  other  pleasant  companions, 
brought  thither  from  the  fame  of  Mr.  A.’s  sport. 
The  sun  is  pitiless,  and  the  rivers,  burns,  and 
lochs  are  falling  daily  unto  their  lowest  level. 

Trout  begin  to  feed  on  the  bottom,  and  the  fly 
passes  unheeded,  save  in  the  evening,  or  is  ‘  flashed’ 
at  merely.  The  hotel-keeper  knows  as  well  as 
any  man  there  that  they  have  come  at  the  wrong 
time  for  good  sport ;  but  he  has  only  a  few  months 
wherein  to  pay  his  rent  in,  and  who  could  expect 
him  to  say,  “  Till  rain  comes  you  but  waste  your 
time,  so  go  away?  ”  So,  when  Mr.  A.’s  name  is 
anathematised,  he  contents  himself  by  stating 
that  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  only  writing  the  truth,  and 
probably  adding,  “  but  he  seemed  to  be  a  grand 
hand  at  the  fishing,”  and  wisely  is  silent  as  to  the 
present.  Also,  where  one  man  may  succeed, 
another  may  fail ;  but  unless  B.  fishes  at  the  same 
time  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  A.,  and  in 
the  same  stretch  of  water  or  loch,  he  may  be 
doing  A.  a  grave  injustice  in  imputing  to  him 
interested  motives,  and  that  such  is  his  direct 
insinuation  is  seen  by  the  very  next  paragraph  in 
his  letter  :  “  I  often  wonder  if  some  of  the  people 
who  give  the  elaborate  descriptions  of  the  sport 
to  be  had  at  some  of  the  places  are  paid  for  their 
imagination,  or  have  a  percentage  taken  off  their 
bills  !  ”  There’s  an  explosion  ! 

For  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  see  why  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  sporting  paper  should  not  pay  for  the 
reports,  or  why  the  reporter  should  not  receive 
payment. 

It  is  quite  another  matter  when  he  deals  with 
the  hotel-keeper  taking  a  certain  sum  off  the  bill, 
&c.  This  is  a  danger,  and  one  it  is  well  to  steer 
clear  of,  if  possible.  It  is  one  I  myself  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with,  and  never  had,  but 
surely  if  “  all  men  are  liars,”  the  Psalmist  did  not 
mean  Rogues,  and  I  can  quite  understand  a  kindly- 
hearted  hotel  proprietor,  who  has  had  any  num¬ 
ber  of  guests  sent  through  A  ,  making  his  bill  as 
light  as  possible  from  a  sense  of  purest  gratitude 
for  services  rendered.  And  much  as  I  would  like 
to  see  this  stamped  upon  as  a  system  (a  system, 
then,  of  rank  and  offensive  bribery  aud  corruption 
which  I  would  do  all  I  knew  to  denounce  and 
expose),  surely  in  the  friendly  relations  which 
at  times  must  exist  between  the  landlord  and  his 
friendly  guest,  a  kindly  loweriug  of  the  several 
charges  without  any  allusion  whatever  to  the 
fact,  may  be  the  only  possible  way  in  which  he  is 
allowed  to  express  his  feelings  of  honest  gratitude, 
and  this  without  wounding  his  guests,  who  might 
be  both  poor  and  proud.  I  should  indeed  be  loth 
to  place  any  such  interpretation  on  so  innocent 
an  act,  and  which  concerns  nobody  but  the  parties 
themselves. 

It  is,  as  I  said,  far  better  for  reporters  to 
keep  entirely  clear  of  all  obligations  to  hotel 
■proprietors,  &c.;  but  who  is  to  pay  them  ?  Think 
you  that  they  will  continue  to  dp  this  work  without 
parent  ?  No ! 


THE  FTRHING  GAZETTE. 


Let  gentlemen  set  their  faces  against  all  false 
reports  by  beginning  at  No.  1.  First,  let  me  dis¬ 
pose  of  the  absurdity  of  weighing  the  basket,  and 
allowing  lib.  or  ^lb.  for  that,  universally,  as  a 
salve  to  conscience.  Why,  my  own  basket  with 
its  india-rubber  lining,  straps,  &c.  (one  of  the 
largest  size),  is  a  good  41b.  in  weight.  Just  imagine 
counting  this  daily!  In  that  case  Jack  Brag 
should  have  one  that  weighs  81b.  Let  us  all  show 
the  gillie  and  the  boatman  that  truth  still  is  the 
mark  of  the  true  gentleman — and  allow  no 
gillie  to  weigh  our  trout  or  salmon,  without 
jealous  supervision — and,  finally,  I  recommend  as 
a  very  useful  and  unecessary  piece  of  furniture  to 
the  inner  hall  of  every  fishing  hotel  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  a  properly  and  permanently  fixed  weighing 
machine  for  fish  whore  the  trout  are  tumbled  out 
of  the  basket  into  a  light  receptacle,  and  where  a 
false  weight  is  an  impossibility  ! 

This  may  meet  the  eye  of  some  one  who  fre¬ 
quents  such  au  hotel,  and  who  has  perhaps  wished 
to  make  a  useful  present  to  the  host !  Let  such 
au  experiment  be  made,  and  it  will  prove 
the  cockney  anglers’  death-blow,  for  no  one  but 
a  cockney  in  spirit  could  think  of  weighing  basket 
and  straps.  Yes  !  and  adding  a  pound  or  so  to 
the  weight  then  !  This  is  despicable  indeed ! 

And  if  any  hotel  proprietor  refused  to  use  it, 
then  I  say,  as  they  do  in  the  “  House,”  “  Name  ” 
him !  The  guests  would  soon  be  shamed  into 
bringing  their  spoil  to  the  one  and  only  true 
“  weighing  place,”  and  reports  would  thus  gain 
in  accuracy,  unless  in  cases  of  wilful  misrepresenta¬ 
tion,  which  could  then  be  far  more  easily  reached  ! 

The  reports  are  highly  useful,  and  I  should  like 
to  add  that  I  think  that  the  reporters  themselves 
are  anxious  to  be  accurate  for  their  own  credit, 
but  are  handicapped  in  the  way  I  have  tried  to 
indicate  herein. 

That  I  shall  please  all  parties  is  entirely  im¬ 
possible.  I  shall  probably  raise  a  storm  against 
■myself,  which  I  care  but  little  for,  if  good  comes 
out  of  it.  Thunderstorms  generally  clear  the  air 
and  pave  the  way  for  more  settled  weather  ! 

If  there  is  more  correspondence  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject,  I  venture  to  express  my  dislike  to  com¬ 
munications  which  are  not  signed  by  the  writer, 
and  to  hope  that  the  question  will  be  fairly 
argued  out  by  writers  who  do  not  object  to  the 
use  of  their  names  in  a  good  cause. 


ALLEGED  “  UNVERACITY  ”  OF 
ANGLERS.— No.  3. 

( Continued  from  page  260.) 

In  ascribing  to  “  incredulity”  the  odious  class- 
imputation  against  which  I  have  ventured  a 
qualified  protest,  I  have  broached  a  seeming  para¬ 
dox,  yet  one  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  justify  by 
argument.  The  angler’s  world  is  actually  a  world 
of  marvels ;  full  of  strange  experiences,  unex¬ 
plained  anomalies,  and  startling  records.  The 
angler  who  has  seen  the  most,  if  he  reports  with 
perfect  truthfulness  what  he  has  himself  done  and 
witnessed,  will  too  often  meet  with  unbelief.  If 
he  speaks  of  what  he  has  done,  less  successful 
performers  may  receive  his  statements  with  a 
suspicion  quickened  by  jealousy.  Thucydides 
tells  us,  through  the  mouth  of  Pericles,  that  men 
are  tolerant  of  the  praises  of  others  as  long  as  they 
think  themselves  capable  of  actions  like  those 
commended.  No  doubt  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
human  nature  in  anglers.  The  veteran  hears  the 
tale  of  a  grand  day’s  sport  without  questioning, 
and  only  wishes  he  had  been  there  to  share  it.  The 
half-trained,  or  hopelessly  clumsy  fisherman, 
knows  that  the  success  recorded  is  beyond  his  own 
range,  and  shows  his  intolerance  by  an  iucredu- 
lous  sneer.  Happily,  however,  the  dabblers  and 
bunglers,  who  are  ever  ready  to  exclaim,  “  Not 
likely,  you  know !  ”  have  to  struggle  against 
weighty  countervailing  influences.  In  this  kind 
of  unfaith  the  Press  is  opposed  to  them.  We  have 
weekly  before  us,  in  sundry  sporting  papers  of 
“  credit  and  renown,”  authentic  accounts  of  pis¬ 
catory  successes  half  the  world  over,  verified  by 
the  strictest  references  to  time,  place  and  person. 
We  have  from  the  same  sources  imbibed  a 
thorough  familiarity  with  the  names  of  not  a  few 
fishermen  of  mark,  who  from  time  to  time  enliven 
our  angling  journals  by  their  contributions,  and 
whose  record  of  captures  no  one  dreams  of  dis¬ 
puting.  But  when  we  come  to  the  strauge  chapter 
of  ftpoidents,  to  which  every  angler  of  large  ex? 


perience  can  add  some  valuable  iparagraphs,  to 
the  wonders  witnessed  on  or  beside  the  waters, 
and  to  the  curious  chances  which  have  made,  or 
marred,  or  diversified  a  day’s  sport,  the  case 
seems  altered  ;  a  new  form  of  incredulity  comes 
in,  utterly  unconnected  with  jealousy,  and  simply 
based  on  ignorance. 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  Scotch  granny  who 
interrupted  her  sailor  grandson  in  a  tale;  which 
for  once  was  strictly  true,  “  Na,  na,  Wullie.  Ye 
may  hae  seen  mountains  o’  sugar  and  rivers  o’ 
milk,  but  ye'll  no  gar  me  believe  ye  hae  seen  a 
fish  that  can  flee  !  ”  The  fish  with  which  she  had 
been  “  acquaint  ”  were  douce,  stay-at-home 
bodies,  never  tempted  by  the  sense  of  power  in 
their  pectorals  to  venture  on  a  cruise  in  a  strange 
element.  Much  of  the  incredulity  with  which 
true  tales  of  angling  adventure  are  often  received 
arises  from  the  same  cause  as  granny’s.  The 
worst  of  it  is,  that  many  interesting  facts  remain 
unrecorded,  because  those  who  could  have 
attested  them  had  a  nervous  fear  of  having  a 
doubt  thrown  on  their  truthfulness.  Here  is  a 
curious  case  in  point ; — 

I  was  conversing  with  Captain  L.,  of  H.M.S. 
II - ,  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  the  ques¬ 

tion  of  “  the  great  sea  serpent”  came  under  dis¬ 
cussion.  He  gave  me  a  description  of  a  huge 
reptile — a  saurian,  as  I  judged  from  some  of  the 
details — seen  by  himself  aud  all  his  officers  at  a 
distance  of  barely  60yds.,  moving  along  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  sea  in  a  course  parallel  to  that  of  the 
vessel,  and  remaining  so  long  in  sight  that  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  observing  particulars  of  its 
form.  He  noted  the  position  of  the  eye,  the  long 
line  of  the  closed  mouth,  and  the  ridged  wattles, 
which  formed  a  sort  of  crest  extending  over  the 
neck  of  the  animal.  I  was  deeply  interested,  and 
expressed  my  surprise  that  the  story  of  this 
“delicate  monster”  had  not  been  made  public 
through  the  Admiralty.  His  reply  was  to  the 
effect  that  he  “  took  precious  care  not  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Board,  having  no  mind  to  be 
used  like  McQuhae.”  This  shut  my  mouth  at 
once,  for  I  happened  to  have  heard  from  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  officially  in  attendance  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  alluded  to,  how  Captain  McQuhae,  of  the 
Daedalus,  was  badgered  with  silly  questions 
designed  to  throw  doubt  on  his  plain  account  of 
the  creature  which  he  saw  “  so  near  him  that  he 
could  have  recognised  a  friend’s  face  at  the  same 
distance.”  Captain  L.  was  well  known  as  a  brave 
and  able  officer,  but  too  high-spirited  to  face  a 
similar  ordeal;  the  idea  of  having  his  veracity 
impeached  because  he  happened  to  have  seen 
what  his  questioners  had  not  seen  was  utterly 
intolerable  to  him.  And  thus  the  public,  and 
especially  the  students  of  marine  zoology,  lost  the 
full  benefit  of  evidence  which  published  in  detail 
by  himself  and  his  officers  would  have  gone  far  to 
settle  a  long-disputed  question.  The  moral  is 
plain  enough — the  men  who  pooh-pooh  the 
narrative  of  some  curious  fact,  because  they  have 
witnessed  nothing  like  it  in  their  own  limited 
experience,  work  a  two-fold  mischief  in  the 
angling  world.  They  not  only  act  like  the  “  ill 
bird  that  fouls  its  own  nest,”  by  helping  to  fasten 
on  the  brotherhood  of  anglers  a  vague  charge  of 
mendacity,  but  cause  the  suppression  of  many 
true,  though  strange,  records  by  observers,  who 
had  rather  be  silent  than  be  heckled. 

I  must,  however,  admit  that  some  perfectly 
truthful  water-side  anecdotes  are  related  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  raise  suspicion.  To  take  an 
instance  from  the  F.  G.,  I  was  much  amused  by 
a  well-told  story  of  “  A  Remarkable  Fly  ”  which 
appeared  in  the  number  of  April  4.  The  fly 
turns  out  to  be  simply  the  tuft  from  a  tip  of  a 
calf’s  tail,  used  by  au  ingenious  rustic  as  a  pike 
bait.  Now,  Iliad  solid  grounds  for  believing  that  in 
some  waters  such  a  “  fly  ”  would  kill  well.  Sixty 
years  ago  I  was  discussing  pike  ana  the  lures 
suited  to  them  with  an  Irish  Baronet  (Sir  William 
Hort),  a  keen  aud  successful  fisherman,  from 
whom  I  obtained  many  useful  hints  as  to  trolling 
and  fly-fishing.  He  said  he  would  show  me  his 
favourite  pike-bait,  with  which  he  had  had  his 
best  sport  in  Irish  waters.  He  produced  a  neat 
box,  containing  the  brown  tuft  from  the  end  of  a 
calf’s  tail,  rigged  on  swivels  and  strong  gimp, 
and  armed  with  well-disposed  hooks,  whioh  had 
furnished  many  a  pike’s  last  mouthful.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  they  took  it  for  a  young  water, 
vole  on  the  swim.  After  this,  the  “  Remarkable 
Fly”  come  to  roe  like  a  familiar  friend, 
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readers  not  similarly  prepared  might  plead  some 
excuse  for  taking  the  true  tale  as  a  jest,  since  it 
followed  directly  after  a  lively  jeu  d’ esprit,  touch¬ 
ing  a  certain  perch,  who,  by  judicious  training, 
was  gradually  unfitted  for  aquatic  life !  Thus 
may  the  false  discredit  the  true. 

It  may  seem  an  ungrateful  avowal,  considering 
how  many  a  laugh  I  have  owed  to  their  burlesque 
sporting  anecdotes,  but  I  heartily  wish  our 
American  cousins  would  expend  a  little  less  of 
their  abundant  humour  on  the  production  of 
stories  which  are  not  merely  untrue,  but  droll 
by  virtue  of  their  audacious  defiance  of  truth.  I 
believe  that  their  ingenuity  in  producing  such 
stories  has,  by  a  not  unnatural  confusion  of  ideas, 
aided  in  spreading  a  slanderous  notion  of  the 
“  Unveracity  of  Anglers.”  Certainly,  familiarity 
with  the  broadest  fiction  as  a  source  of  fun  has 
tended  to  make  our  brotherhood  less  resentful 
than  they  formerly  would  have  been  when  taxed 
with  romancing. 

Dear  simple-hearted  old  Walton  coupled 
“  anglers  ”  with  “  very  honest  men,”  and  his  own 
pages  show  not  a  trace  of  falsehood,  or  even  of 
persiflage.  And  it  may  be  worth  remarking,  that 
in  a  later  century  the  adventures  of  “  Baron 
Munchausen,”  though  written  expressly  to  satirise 
the  coiners  of  marvellous  tales,  do  not  contain  a 
single  jest  or  sneer  levelled  at  the  brothers  of  the 
angle.  The  same  may  be  said  of  other  less-known 
works  of  the  same  character  and  purpose,  such  as 
“  Benjamin  Bragg  ”  and  “  Tramper’s  Travels.” 
In  fact,  however  we  may  account  for  the  charge 
now  so  commonly  levelled  against  Waltonians,  it 
was  unheard  of  fifty  years  ago.  A  multitude  of 
causes  may  have  contributed  to  it,  but  I  shall  be 
content  if  I  have  thrown  some  new  light  on  its 
origin,  and  suggested  some  habits,  by  the  practice 
of  which  the  fisherman  may  keep  himself  clear  of 
the  charge,  not  only  of  untruthfulness— which  I 
believe  to  be  very  rare  amongst  genuine  anglers 
— but  even  of  inaccuracy.  As  for  the  burlesque 
angling  stories,  written  to  be  laughed  at  and  not 
to  be  believed,  they  are  undoubtedly  popular,  and 
do  no  harm,  unless  perhaps  in  wasting  the  powers 
of  some  writer  capable  of  higher  things.  They 
are  “  cakes  and  ale  ”  to  many  at  whose  expense  I 
would  not  wish  to  be  virtuous.  But  I  am 
thoroughly  in  earnest  in  entreating  my  brother 
anglers  not  to  make  light  of  the  odious  class-im¬ 
putation  with  which  they  are  so  freely  assailed, 
but  to  repel  it  indignantly  where  uttered  in 
earnest,  and  never  consent  to  treat  it  as  a  jesting 
matter.  “  You  lie  ”  is  still  the  grossest  of  insults 
to  an  individual.  “  You  are  a  pack  of  liars  ”  is 
surely  not  language  to  be  tolerated  by  such  a 
body  as  our  British  anglers.  H.  It.  Francis. 


The  Dressing  of  Lines. — In  answer  to  “Angler,” 
I  beg  to  state  that  solid  indiarubber  will  dissolve 
but  slowly  in  copal,  and,  if  this  kind  be  used,  it 
should  be  reduced  by  paring,  grating,  or  cutting 
to  small  particles,  and  made  soluble  by  an  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  small  quantity  of  naphtha,  which  may 
be  obtained  from  any  retail  painter  or  oil  seller. 
Instead  of  solid  indiarubber,  I  recommend  the 
solution  of  indiarubber,  as  prepared  for  repairing 
waders,  and  sold  in  sixpenny  and  shilling  tins. 
Take  a  quantity  of  this,  and  add  copal  till  it  is 
reduced  to  a  thin  consistency.  A  bowl,  or  better 
still  a  flat-bottomed  basin,  large  enough  to  hold 
the  line  coiled  loosely,  is  necessary,  and  one  must 
judge  how  much  copal  and  indiarubber  to  mix,  so 
as  to  immerse  the  line,  covering  the  whole  of  it. 
Leave  it  in  “  the  steep  ”  for  twenty-four  hours ; 
then  choose,  if  possible,  a  dry  day,  when  there  is 
no  dust  and  little  “  fly  ”  in  the  air  (March  or  April 
are  the  best  months),  and  run  the  line  round  dry¬ 
ing  poles,  leaving  no  belly  on  the  line,  and  passing 
the  line  between  the  finger  and  thumb  to  remove 
superfluous  dressing.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours 
it  will  be  perfectly  ready  for  work  ;  but  it  is  better 
to  give  it  two  days.  This  dressing  gives  the  two 
essentials  of  a  good  line — the  necessary  body  and 
the  necessary  pliability.  To  remove  old  dressings, 
which  should  always  be  done  before  redressing, 
or  when  a  line  gets  “  sticky  ”  with  a  bad  dressing, 
steep  it  for  a  night  in  naphtha,  and  wash  in  very 
hot  water.— Salmo,  in  Field. 

V  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 

Waterproofs  (ladies’  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  soiling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  only.— East  London  Rubber 
(Jo.  s  §,  Shoiedi  2b,  E. 
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two  best  tidal  stretches  for  sea  trout  on  the 
northern  sea-board. 


On  Tuesday  next,  the  16th,  the  general  angling 
season  commences  all  over  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  a  few  months  every  fresh-water  fish  is 
fair  game.  We  heartily  wish  our  readers  tight 
lines  and  abundance  of  mild  weather,  cloudy  days, 
south-west  winds,  and  a  fair  sprinkling  of  rain. 


Three  Thames  trout  have  been  “  lost  ”  and 
three  caught  at  Chertsey  Weir  this  week.  The 
three  which  were  caught  weighed  over  251b.,  and 
the  lost  ones  were  much  bigger. 


No  one  interested  in  the  Thames  who  wants  a 
map  of  it  will  regret  sending  eightpence  in  stamps 
to  Mr.  J.  F.  Bennet,  82,  Cheapside,  London,  for  a 
copy  of  his  excellent  coloured  pocket  folding  map 
and  guide  to  the  Thames,  called  “  Up  and  Down 
the  River.” 


Messrs.  J.  Braddell  and  Son,  21,  Castle-place, 
Belfast,  write  as  follows  : — “  June  4,  1891. — Dear 
Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  cheque  for  .£24  15s.  in 
settlement  of  your  account,  and  for  which  please 
send  receipt.  The  ‘  Flexible  Grip  ’  rods  continue 
to  secure  a  large  and  increasing  sale.  We  have 
pleasure  in  informing  you  that  we  find  the  F.  G. 
by  far  the  best  medium  for  our  fishing  advertise¬ 
ments.”  This  unsolicited  testimonial  does  Messrs. 
Braddell  credit  as  well  as  the  F.  G.  It  is  not 
every  advertiser  who  will  admit  an  advertisement 
pays  him,  even  when  he  knows  it  does  well. 


Colonel  Eardley  Wilmot  writes  to  us  as 
follows: — “June  10,  1891.  —  Dear  Marston, — I 
fished  all  last  week  at  Chartham,  The  fly  came 
up  on  Saturday  and  got  down  there  on  Monday. 
The  rise  of  fly  was  pretty  good  each  day,  and  the 
weather  was  favourable  on  the  whole.  The  excel¬ 
lent  results  of  stocking  were  clearly  visible ; 
nearly  everyone  got  good  baskets,  and  the  fish 
taken  were  mostly  artificially-reared  fish.  They 
are  easily  distinguished,  being  much  brighter, 
more  spotted,  shorter  and  deeper  than  the  native 
fish,  and  the  keeper  told  me  that  their  tails  were 
much  more  square  ;  but  to  my  mind  the  native 
fish  is  very  handsome,  as  he  is  a  rich  golden 
colour  when  he  comes  out  of  the  water.  The 
ponds  are  full  of  yearlings,  which  are  doing  well, 
and  feed  freely  on  the  May-fly.  It  is  curious  how 
the  wild  fish  (or  fish  that  have  been  turned  out) 
find  their  way  up  the  small  stream  to  partake  of 
some  of  the  food.  The  fish  hatched  this  year 
have  also  done  very  well,  very  few  haviDg  died. 
Usually,  from  some  cause  or  another,  very  few 
have  been  reared,  but  this  year  they  seem  to  have 
got  over  the  most  dangerous  period.  Our  secre¬ 
tary,  Colonel  Austin,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was 
barely  well  from  a  bad  attack  of  influenza,  de¬ 
serves  the  greatest  credit  and  our  most  grateful 
thanks  for  what  he  has  done  for  the  river.” 


A  correspondent  says : — “  May  I  ask  you 
kindly  to  inform  me  of  any  pretty  and  picturesque 
place  where  I  could  go  and  spend  a  few  days  with 
my  future  wife,  and  where  some  good  fishing 
could  be  had  also,  as  both  are  fond  of  that  sport  ? 
I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  to  have  from  you 
such  information,  and  with  my  anticipated 
thanks. — Yours  faithfully,  E.  D.” — [Under  the 
circumstances,  we  shall  be  happy  to  advise 
“  E.  D.,”  if  he  will  say  what  sort  of  fishing  he 
wants  and  how  far  he  cares  to  go. — Ed.] 


The  run  of  grilse  and  the  first  run  of  sea  trout 
has  now  commenced  in  the  earlier  rivers  of  the 
mainland  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 


Accounts  to  hand  show  that  a  large  number  ol 
Salmo  fcrox  (?)  have  within  the  last  ten  days  been 
caught  in  the  lochs  of  the  Scottish  Highlands. 


While  salmon  and  grilse  have  this  year — 
especially  in  Scotland — been  exceptionally  plenti¬ 
ful,  sea  trout,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been 
unwontedly  scarce.  The  great  scarcity  of  the 
latter  seems  a  complete  mystery.  So  far  as  we 
have  learned,  the  only  exception  to  the  rule  is  on 
the  north  coast  of  Scotland,  where  it  is  reported 
they  are  a  splendid  orop.  Already  some  grand 
catohes  have  been  got  on  the  Kyle  of  Tongue. 
This  tideway  and  the  Kylo  of  Duruoss  are  jilio 


Some  years  ago  the  famous  sandy  pools  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Naver,  Sutherlandshire,  lost  in 
an  unaccountable  manner  to  a  great  extent  their 
reputation  for  affording  sport  with  sea  trout. 
Already,  however,  this  year,  judging  from  what 
has  been  done  on  them,  they  seem  to  give  promise 
of  retrieving  their  once  famous  reputation. 

The  river  Ythan  has  been  affording  splendid 
trout  fishiDg  this  year.  Very  heavy  baskets  have 
been  got  on  some  of  the  stretches  since  the 
middle  of  May.  Anglers,  however,  have  com¬ 
plained  of  the  trout  running  very  small — not  over 
a  quarter  of  one  pound  on  an  average. 


The  best  time  of  the  year  for  sea  trout  fishing 
with  fly  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and  on  Loch 
Maree,  Ross-shire,  is  from  the  end  of  June  to  the 
20th  of  July. 


NOTICES  OF  TACKLE,  &c. 


Mr.  A.  Page  Wood,  of  High-street,  Huntingdon, 
writes  :  “  Dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  sent  to  you 
one  angler's  hook-book,  fitted  with  hooks,  which 
kindly  accept  with  my  best  wishes.  I  shall  be  so 
very  much  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  review  it  in 
your  next  issue.  The  4s.  6d. 
edition  contains  spaces  to 
hold  one  hundred  and  thirty 
hooks ;  the  5s.  6d.,  contains 
spaces  to  hold  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  and  has  a  pocket  at  each  end; 
the  7s.  6d.  will  hold  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
hooks,  has  a  strong  pocket  at  each  end,  aud  a 
quantity  of  memorandum  paper  at  the  end.  A 
space  is  left  on  the  cover,  so  that  anyone  can  have 
his  name  and  address  printed  on  at  a  cost  of  two 
shillings  extra.  Each  book  is  well  bound  in  a 
strong  cloth  case.  A  waterproof  case  is  also  made 
to  fit  book  Is.  6d.  each.  You  will  see  full  par¬ 
ticulars  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  books  in  my 
advertisement  in  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  faith¬ 
fully,  A.  Page  Wood. — R.  B.  Marston,- Esq.” 

Many  methods  have  been  devised  for  holding 
hooks  on  gut,  each  separate  with  the  gut  ex¬ 
tended  at  full  length,  and  with  more  or  less 
success.  Mr.  Wood’s  has  at  any  rate,  the  great 
merits  of  simplicity  and  efficiency  ;  the  pages  are 
numbered  according  to  the  sizes  of  the  hooks, 
and  a  single  hook  can  be  easily  drawn  out  or 
replaced  without  interfering  with  the  stock  of 
hooks.  To  anyone  not  already  provided  with  a 
good  hook- case,  we  can  recommend  this  as  being 
strong,  well-made,  neat,  and  cheap  ;  by  its  means 
instead  of  having  to  unwind  a  coil  of  a  dozen 
hooks,  select  one,  wind  up  the  hooks  again,  and 
then  straighten  the  one  selected,  you  have  merely 
to  turn  to  the  page  containing  the  size  you  want, 
pull  out  a  hook  and  attach  it  to  your  line  at  once, 
as  the  gut  is  quite  straight.  We  need  hardly  say 
that  this  book  like  all  others  should  be  kept  in  a 
dry  place,  and  the  waterproof  case  is  an  important 
addition  to  it. 


Hodg.jon’s  Improved  Collapsing  Ring. — For 
many  years  we  have  frequently  used  one  of  these 
capital  landing  net-rings,  of  which  we  give  an 
illustration.  It  is  made  by  Mr.  William  Hodgson, 
Farrier  Stable-yard,  Saltaire,  Yorks,  and  he  not 
only  makes  it  extremely  well,  but  charges  very 


reasonably  for  it.  The  shape  when  expanded  is 
very  good,  and  Mr.  H.  has  recently  improved  the 
thumb-screw  by  adding  metal  wings,  which  make 
it  muoh  easier  to  turn.  He  makes  the  rings  in 
all  sizes,  and  has  long  had  a  good  demand  for 
them  among  Yorkshire  anglers. 


June  13,  1891.] 
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THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE. 

THE  REDDITCH  HOUSES. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

( Continued  from  page  355.) 

At  Redditcb,  as  elsewhere,  the  better-class  rods 
are  made  by  baud,  aud  various  woods  and  canes 
are  used  in  their  manufacture.  Of  wood,  Lance- 
wood,  Greenbeart,  Washaba,  Nicoba,  Blue  Mahoe, 
Hickory,  Ash,  Red  Deal,  Hazel,  Snakewood,  Cedar, 
and  Beefwood  are  utilised;  while,  in  canes,  East 
Indian  Mottled,  South  Carolina  White,  Japanese 
or  Tonquin,  Spanish  White,  Bamboo,  and  Jungle 
are  principally  used.  To  store  all  these  materials 
very  large  woodsheds  are  necessary,  and  some 
idea  of  their  extent  can  be  formed  from  the  fact 
that  at  the  unfortunate  fire  which  lately  occurred 
at  the  Standard  Works  more  than  two  thousand 
pounds’  worth  of  material  was  destroyed. 

Not  only  has  the  greatest  care  to  be  used  in  the 
selection  of  proper  growths  of  wood,  but,  as  many 
of  the  foreign  woods  have  little  or  no  sale  in  the 
timber  market  for  general  purposes,  great  diffi¬ 
culty  is  often  experienced  in  obtaining  an  adequate 
supply  for  fishing-rod  making,  which  is  only  met 
by  the  direct  importation  and  storage  of  large 
quantities,  necessitating  the  outlay  of  a  large 
capital.  Preference  is  given  to  the  fine-grained 
foreign  woods  over  native  growths,  on  account  of 
their  strength,  durability,  and  lightness.  The 
wood  arrives  in  baulks,  measuring  18ft.  to  20ft. 
long,  by  20in.  to  24in.  square.  These  are  sawn  up 
into  planks  of  5ft.  to  6ft.  long,  and  about  Sin.  thick. 
After  this  the  wood  is  carefully  examined,  and  all 
faulty  pieces  are  thrown  on  one  side,  only  the  best 
pieces  being  retained.  They  are  then  stored  in 
the  sheds,  which  are  specially  constructed  with 
a  view  to  the  thorough  seasoning  of  the  wood, 
which  takes  from  one  to  ten  years.  When  per¬ 
fectly  seasoned,  these  planks  are  again  taken  to 
the  sawmill  and  divided  into  lengths  of  the  re¬ 
quired  thickness,  and  then  handed  to  the  rod- 
maker,  who,  by  hand,  with  a  plane,  reduces  them 
to  the  required  size  and  shape,  balanced  handles 
being  cemented  to  the  butt  joints  (which  should 
continue  right  through  the  handle  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  butt),  and  not  formed  from  the  solid 
wood  in  most  cases. 

In  the  cheaper  classes  of  rods  the  joints  are 
turned  in  a  specially  constructed  lathe,  and 
Messrs.  Allcock  have  a  machine  that  can  turn  out 
a  butt  of  a  rod  ready  for  ferruleing,  to  any 
desired  shape,  from  the  rough,  in  half-a-minute. 
I’ve  seen  this  done,  so  there  is  no  mistake  about 
it.  Top  joints  are  generally  spliced,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  tip  is  usually  single  cane.  The  ferrules  are 
then  put  on,  and  the  rod  balanced  and  tested, 
and  it  is  in  this  stage  that  it  is  so  necessary  it 
should  pass  through  the  hands  of  an  experienced 
workman  who  is  an  angler  as  well,  and  there  are 
several  of  them  in  Redditcb,  although,  this  being 
a  work  of  great  nicety,  the  workmen  who  excel 
in  the  above  only  handle  the  very  best  rods,  and 
they  have  their  time  well  occupied  !  In  this  con¬ 
nection  I  would  like  to  remark  that  I  cannot  see 
the  necessity,  and  certainly  not  the  advisability, 
of  making  the  tangs,  tongues,  or  tenons,  so  large  ; 
I  am  sure  the  Redditcb  workmen  will  forgive  me 
for  saying  it  is  a  great  mistake.  If  they  were 
half  the  size  they  would  be  quite  large  enough, 
and  they  surely  ought  not  to  be  so  taper. 

After  permanently  fastening  the  ferrules  and 
winch  fittings,  and  whipping  on  the  rings  with 
stout  silk,  &c.,  the  rods  are  then  polished  by  the 
application  of  several  coats  of  very  fine  varnish, 
allowing  one  or  two  days  to  elapse  between  each 
coat.  This  hardening  of  each  coat  is  of  great 
importance,  as  without  the  necessary  time,  the 
durability  and  appearance  of  the  varnish  cannot 
be  assured.  The  rods  are  then  “  bagged,” 
labelled  and  numbered,  and  are  ready  for  sale. 

For  lightness  and  convenience  in  carrying  spare 
tops,  the  butts  of  cane  rods  are  frequently,  and 
whole  wood  butts  occasionally,  hollowed. 
Boring  is  a  very  delicate  operation,  requiring 
great  skill  and  care,  or  otherwise  the  butt  will  be 
destroyed  by  the  long  auger  passing  through  the 
side.  Another  very  delicate  operation  is  the 
straightening  of  the  very  light  canes,  so  delioate, 
in  fact,  that  very  few  workmen  excel  in  this  par¬ 
ticular. 

Rods  are  made  in  Redditoh  in  all  lengths  from 
7ft,  to  ?0ft.,  and  in  from  two  to  twelve  joints, 


The  total  number  produced  in  Redditcb  exceeds 
60,000  per  annum. 

Split-cane  rods  are  made  in  Redditcb  in 
large  numbers.  For  many  years  East  Indian 
cane  has  been  used  for  fishing-rod  making,  but  it 
is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  the  method 
of  building  up  the  rods  into  a  hexagonal  form  has 
been  adopted.  The  canes  for  this  purpose  are 
brought  down  the  Hooghly  to  Calcutta,  and  are 
there  carefully  selected  by  an  agent.  As  nearly 
all  the  canes  are  more  or  less  damaged  by  worms, 
great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  tho¬ 
roughly  sound  material.  On  arriving  in  the 
manufactory  these  are  all  examined  again,  and 
only  those  found  perfectly  free  from  defect  are 
made  use  of. 

The  cane  is  then  split  and  carefully  planed  into 
tapering  triangular  sections,  without  injuring  the 
outer  silicious  bark,  and  made  to  fit  so  exactly  as 
to  form  a  hexagonal  rod,  protected  by  an  unbroken 
flinty  surface.  The  consequence  is  there  is  ob¬ 
tained  a  combination  of  lightness,  pliability,  and 
strength,  that  is  truly  astonishing  in  the  better- 
class  goods.  The  actual  weight  of  many  of  the 
built-cane  trout  rods  does  not  exceed  6oz. 

For  light  roach  rods  the  white  Spanish  canes 
are  considered  best,  the  Carolina  canes  being  used 
for  the  heavier  class. 

Under  the  care  of  the  rod  department,  landing 
handles  are  made  of  innumerable  designs ; 
various  devices  for  comfortably  carrying  the 
landing-net  and  handle  have  from  time  to  time 
been  noticed  in  these  columns. 

I  never  found  a  better  way  yet  of  carrying 
mine  than  to  get  a  boy  to  do  it ! 

The  next  important  department  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  fishing  tackle  that  I  shall  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  is  reel  making.  Of  course  the  centre  of 
the  reel-making  industry  lies  in  a  larger  manu¬ 
facturing  town  than  Redditch,  but  many  hundreds 
are  made  here  and  the  materials  employed  are 
principally  gun-metal,  brass,  ebonite,  and  various 
kinds  of  hard  wood.  Quite  a  new  departure  in 
the  manufacture  of  reels  has  lately  taken  place, 
aluminium  has  been  utilised,  and  it  is  wonderful 
how  light  and  strong  reels  made  of  it  are — a  4in. 
reel  weighing  only  lOoz. 

Reels  for  trout  and  salmon  fishing  are  usually 
made  of  gun-metal  and  brass,  and  vary  in  size 
from  l^in.  to  5in.  in  diameter.  Wood  is  almost 
exclusively  used  for  bottom  fishing  reels,  ebonite 
bound  with  German  silver  being  equally  used  for 
all  classes  of  fishing. 

The  best  brass  is  first  cast  into  suitable  shapes 
and  sizes,  from  special  patterns,  for  the  sides  and 
other  parts  of  the  reel  ;  in  this  process  an  ordi¬ 
nary  brass-founders’  crucible  being  utilised.  The 
castings  are  then  sent  into  “  stock,”  and  when 
wanted  for  working  up  are  taken  to  the  lathe 
rooms,  where  they  are  carefully  turned  in  lathes 
specially  mounted  on  steel  beds  to  obtain  perfect 
rigidity,  and  as  the  different  parts  of  the  reel  re¬ 
quire  to  be  turned  perfectly  true,  and  each  part 
has  to  be  adjusted  exactly,  none  blit  skilled  work¬ 
manship  is  employed. 

The  different  parts  are  then  fitted  together, 
afterwards  “bronzed,’’  and  finally  fixed  together, 
to  suit  the  various  styles  of  fishing,  reels  are  made 
in  several  designs,  such  as  plain,  check,  revolving 
plate,  multipliers,  contracted,  balanced  handle, 
and  with  removable  check.  They  are  made  in 
various  qualities  varying  in  price  from  2s.  6d.  per 
doz.  to  403.  each  (wholesale).  Such  well-known 
patterns  as  the  Combination,  Fiyfisher’s,  and 
many  others  have  been  described  in  these 
columns  as  they  have  been  introduced  during  the 
past  fourteen  years,  and  it  is  wonderful  the  vast 
strides  that  have  been  made  in  their  improved 
manufacture,  principally  owing  to  the  columns  of 
such  papers  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  being  open  to 
complaints  of  bad  action  reels,  and  suggestions 
for  their  improvement  and  perfection.  The  angler 
and  the  manufacturer  have  been  brought  into 
direct  communication,  with  a  very  beneficial 
result  to  all  concerned. 

Reel-lines  are  not  made  in  any  quantity  in 
Redditch ;  they  are  procured  from  other  districts, 
of  which  I  shall  have  something  to  say  on  some 
future  occasion.  Still  many  are  made,  and  scores 
of  thousands  of  yards  are  dressed— and  very  well 
dressed  too. 

A  few  years  ago  the  great  demand  was  for 
twisted  and  plaited  hair  lines;  then  oamo  the 
mixture  of  hemp  and  hair,  and  silk  and 
hair,  combining  the  lightness  of  the  bajr 


with  the  strength  of  the  silk.  “  There  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  silk  aud 
hair  lines  even  in  these  days  of  almost 
perfectly  waterproofed,  pure  silk  lines,”  said  a 
friend  of  mine  in  Redditch,  who  is  connected  with 
the  manufacture  of  fishing  lines,  “  and  if  the 
absurd  requirement  of  the  market— a  smooth, 
hard  surface  line — was  not  so  strictly  adhered  to 
by  the  manufacturers,  probably  they  would  bo 
more  popular,  for  no  line  floats  better ,  has  greater 
strength  in  proportion  to  its  thickness,  or  is  more 
durable  than  a  well-made  twisted  silk  and  hair 
line.  Go  to  a  “line-walk  ”  and  watch  the  process. 
A  single  hair  is  inter-twisted  with  the  silk,  and 
the  two  form  a  strand.  Say,  three  strands  are 
then  twisted  together,  and  at  this  stage  the  line 
— so  far  as  practical  utility  is  concerned — is 
finished.  But  the  British  tackle-dealer  says  this 
won’t  do;  the  line  must  have  a  smooth,  hard 
surface,  or  his  customers  will  not  look  at  it.  So 
the  line-maker  has  to  give  the  line  many  hundred 
additional  twists,  which  the  angler  has  to  “  quote  ” 
about  when  using  it,  for,  of  course,  it  is  these 
additional  and  unnecessary  twists  that  causes  the 
line  to  kink  so — the  great  objection  to  a  silk  and 
hair-twisted  line.” 

Owing  to  the  great  advancement  in  the  method 
of  manufacturing  and  waterproofing  silk  lines,  the 
demand  at  the  present  time  is  undoubtedly  for  a 
flexible,  braided,  pure  silk  line,  waterproofed, 
with  a  smooth,  even  surface  that  will  neither 
crack  nor  peel  off.  The  best  lines  of  this  class 
take  at  least  two  months  to  produce,  on  account 
of  the  thinness  and  slowly-drying  properties  of 
each  coat  of  enamel — as  it  is  termed.  These  lines 
are  used  for  all  kinds  of  fresh-water  fishing. 

Lines  for  sea-fisliing  are  chiefly  made  of  hemp, 
flax,  cotton,  and  jute,  in  all  lengths ;  aud  the 
wants  of  the  sea  fisherman  are  now  met  by  the 
introduction  of  a  variety  of  patterns  of  lines  ready 
mounted,  suitable  for  whiting,  mackerel,  pollack, 
cod,  &c. 

A  large  variety  of  those  indispensable  articles, 
swivels,  are  made,  such  as  the  box,  hook,  spring, 
buckle,  and  watch-spring  swivels.  The  process  is 
simple,  perfect,  and  interesting.  On  wires  of 
suitable  sizes  are  stamped  the  boxes  or  bodies  of 
the  swivels ;  this  is  done  in  a  stamping  machine, 
as  described  in  the  hook  making.  These  having 
been  separated  and  the  “  burr  •’  filed  off,  are 
drilled  and  bevelled  in  a  specially  designed  lathe. 
Truly  “practice  makes  perfect.”  The  rapidity 
with  which  these  minute  articles  are  handled, 
drilled,  and  bevelled  at  the  ends  by  the  workman 
is  astonishing.  A  piece  of  wire,  like  a  long  pin 
with  a  head  but  no  point,  is  then  threaded  through 
from  the  inside  and  the  terminal  loops  or  hooks 
formed  by  hand.  Brass,  steel,  and  German 
silver  are  the  materials  used  in  their  manufacture. 
When  steel  is  used  the  swivels  are  blued,  or  rust- 
proofed,  as  already  described  in  hook-making. 

Should  I  be  wrong  if  I  asserted  that  the  humble 
float  of  the  bottom  fisher  was  a  principal  cause  of 
the  marvellous  develojjment  of  the  manufacture 
of  fishing  tackle  in  Redditch  ? 

Floats  are  made  of  various  materials — viz., 
goose,  swan,  and  porcupine  quills,  cork  and  wood. 
The  slabs  of  cork  are  first  cut  in  squares,  and 
then  turned  in  a  lathe  to  various  sizes  and  shapes, 
from  the  half-inch  pilot  or  round  float  to  the  4in. 
pike  float.  The  principal  shapes  are  egg,  thin 
barrel,  sneck-head  barrel,  pilot,  live  bait,  or  jack 
float,  trimmer,  “Eclipse,”  “  Acnffi,”  “Notting¬ 
ham,”  &c.  After  the  body  of  the  float  is  turned- 
keen  as  the  knife  is  kept— there  is  a  roughish 
surface  left,  and  this  is  ground  off  on  a  stone. 
Next  the  cavities,  unavoidable  in  nearly  all  cork, 
are  filled  with  putty ;  then  the  plug,  consisting  of 
porcupine,  quill,  or  quill  and  wood,  is  inserted  and 
bound  in  its  place.  Then  the  rings,  if  any,  are 
bound  on  ;  and  finally  the  float  is  painted  and 
varnished.  Floats  for  roach  fishing  are  usually 
made  of  quill  without  the  cork. 

Various  novelties  have  been  introduced  into  this 
department,  and  my  readers  are  probably  familiar 
with  luminous  or  glow-worm  floats,  self-cocking, 
self-striking,  Nottingham  Rider’s,  &c.,  &c. 

Probably  one  of  the  greatest  advances  in  floats 
has  lately  been  introduced  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock 
and  Co.  I  allude  to  the  “  Celluloid  ” — the 
invention,  I  believe,  of  a  Frenchman.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  of  this  really  excellent  float  when 
noticing  the  specialities  of  Messrs.  Alloock. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  trades  in  which  go  many 
and  varied  classes  of  materials,  usually  widely 
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disconnected,  are  for  once  associated  in  the 
manufacture  of  fishing  tackle.  Steel  for  the 
manufacture  of  an  infinite  variety  of  articles, 
from  the  tiny  fish  hook  to  the  heavy  harpoon; 
tin  for  bait-cans  and  kettles,  tackle  and  flight 
cases  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  (an  ingenious  bait- 
can  designed  by  that  enthusiastic  Russian  angler, 
Baron  Tcherkassoff,  being  worthy  of  special  notice) ; 
wood  from  all  lands  for  an  endless  variety  of 
purposes ;  lead  for  the  tiny  split-shot  and  the  heavy 
sea-lead  ;  India-rubber  cloth  for  wading  stockings  ; 
leather  and  canvas  for  wading  brogues,  and  cheap 
fly-books,  morocco  leather  for  the  rich  and  beauti¬ 
fully  fitted  fly  and  tackle  books ;  silk,  hair,  hemp, 
gut,  cotton,  &c.,  &c.,  for  fish  lines,  and  whippings  ; 
strong  jean,  &c.,  for  rod  cases  and  bags;  brass  for 
baits  and  ferrules,  and — but  there,  I  could  go  on 
for  ever.  These,  with  other  materials,  show 
what  a  number  of  markets  must  be  studied,  and 
bow  wide  a  knowledge  of  various  materials  must 
be  possessed  by  firms  who  manufacture  and  supply 
all  the  requirements  of  an  angler’s  outfit. 

I  purpose  dealing  with  the  production  of  silk 
worm  gut  in  a  future  article,  the  subject  being  of 
sufficient  importance  to  demand  separate  and  ex¬ 
haustive  attention,  especially  the  question  of  the 
supposed  superiority  of  undrawn  over  drawn  gut. 
I  am,  it  would  appear,  likely  to  have  to  side  with 
a  very  small  minority — for  the  present ;  but  I  am 
comforted  with  the  knowledge  that  the  small 
minority  in  question  know  a  little  something  in 
connection  with  the  production  and  drawing  of 
gut.  All  anglers  use  gut,  but  large  num¬ 
bers  are  quite  ignorant  of  its  origin.  In 
some  parts  of  the  kingdom  it  is  still  called 
Indian  weed,  and  any  attempt  to  prove  its 
being  really  the  entrails  of  an  insect  is  derisively 
resisted.  Another  section  of  the  angling  com¬ 
munity  know  a  little  of  the  manufacture,  and 
fancy  they  know  a  lot.  Yet  another  section  well 
versed  in  the  production  of  gut,  but  hardly  up  to 
the  “  wrinkles  ”  in  the  process  of  drawing,  con¬ 
demn,  right-away,  drawn  gut— why,  goodness  only 
knows  ;  I  don’t.  Perhaps  they  have  never  used 
really  good  drawn  gut,  and  if  they  have  had  to 
put  up  with  some  of  the  vile  rubbish  thathas  been 
placed  upon  the  market,  I  don’t  wonder  at  their 
decision. 

Although  in  the  manufacture  of  all  the  manifold 
instruments  that  combine  to  complete  an  angler’s 
equipment  there  is  scope  for  the  evidence  of  in¬ 
genious  and  artistic  workmanship,  in  no  depart¬ 
ment  is  it  more  readily  seen  and  acknowledged 
than  in  the  dressing  of  artificial  flies.  From  the 
common  or  garden  sea-fly  to  the  most  imposing 
specimens  ;  from  the  wondrously  neat  and  tiny 
trout-fly  to  the  brilliant  specimen  intended  to 
lure  to  destruction  some  lordly  salmon,  there  is 
ample  room  for  the  display  of  individual  talent. 
An  immense  variety  of  material  is  demanded  to 
complete  the  requirements  of  the  ever-increasing 
number  and  variation  of  patterns.  Contributions 
are  levied  from  almost  every  member  of  the  fea¬ 
thered  tribe,  including  starlings,  jays,  turkeys, 
swans,  peacocks,  guinea  fowl,  golden  pheasants, 
jungle  cocks,  bustards,  eagles,  toucans,  Indian 
crows,  macaws,  &c.,  ad.  lib.  (and  oh  !  my  Editor, 
not  forgetting  Egyptian  geese).  I  asked  a  pro¬ 
minent  fly  dresser  once  if  he  really  could  say  how 
many  different  sorts  of  feathers  and  materials  were 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  flies,  and  his 
reply  was  “  Couldn’t  really  say  ;  but  we  include 
many,  and  our  limits  are  the  pig  and  the  peacock.” 

But  split  wings,  mixed  wings,  hackles,  and  tags, 
will  be  dealt  with  when  noticing  the  firms 
separately,  as  will  also  the  legions  of  artificial 
baits. 

Before  proceeding  to  notice  the  Redditch  firms 
— each  from  its  own  point  of  vantage — I  would 
like  to  thank  the  courteous  principals  for  the  kind 
manner  in  which  they  showed  and  instructed  me 
all  they  could.  Not  only  to  them,  but  to  many  of 
their  employees  also,  am  I  deeply  indebted  for 
favours  received,  and  when  I  especially  mention 
the  names  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock,  Edgar  Warner, 
W.  Woodfield,  A.  Booker,  T.  Perry,  E.  Perks,  A. 
Smith,  W.  M.  James,  and  W.  Heath,  I  am  sure 
those  not  mentioned  will  not  feel  hurt ;  for  did  I 
but  put  their  names  here,  it  would  fill  a  column 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

( To  be  continued.) 


Salmon  disease  is  reported  to  be  spreading 
(rapidly  in  the  Aberdeenshire  J)ee? 


BRITISH  FISHERIES. 

Interesting  information  is  contained  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries 
which  have  recently  appeared  in  two  Blue-books, 
the  one  dealing  with  the  Salmon  and  Fresh-water 
Fisheries,  and  the  other  with  our  extensive  Sea 
Fisheries.  The  first  volume  is  of  two-fold  interest ; 
for  while  it  unfolds  to  the  angler  a  general  view  of 
the  rivers  of  England  and  Wales,  supplying  him 
with  hints  as  to  which  districts  most  angling 
licences  are  taken  out  in,  it  also  discloses  a  budget 
of  interesting  facts  respecting  an  important  branch 
of  national  food  supply.  The  Sea  Fisheries  Re¬ 
port,  perhaps,  may  not  prove  so  generally  interest¬ 
ing  to  amateurs,  but  the  importance  of  the  harvest 
of  the  sea  in  a  country  like  ours  cannot  be  over¬ 
rated.  Until  recent  years  the  fisheries  of  this 
country,  both  sea  and  river,  were  unregulated, 
and  it  was  not  until  they  began  to  be  depleted  by 
waste,  neglect,  and  pollution  that  the  Government 
energetically  undertook  to  look  after  them.  It 
was  the  fisheries  of  the  rivers  that  first  com¬ 
manded  systematic  attention,  for  the  present 
issue  is  the  thirtieth  annual  report  of  Salmon  and 
Fresh-water  Fisheries,  while  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Report  has  only  reached  the  fifth  of  its  series. 
Prior  to  the  year  1861  the  law  was  practically 
powerless  to  protect  rivers  from  pollution,  or  to 
check  the  waste  arising  from  the  non-observance 
of  proper  regulations ;  not  that  there  was  a  lack 
of  laws,  for  there  were  no  less  than  thirty-three 
on  the  Statute  Book  dealing  with  the  subject,  but 
because  they  were  obsolete  and  ineffective.  A 
clean  sweep  was  made  of  the  lot,  and  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Act  of  1861  supplied  the  power  of  set¬ 
ting  right  years  of  wrong.  It  is  under  that  Act 
and  subsequent  ones  in  the  same  direction  that 
the  inspectors  collect  the  valuable  information  on 
our  fisheries  that  their  reports  furnish.  As 
regards  the  rivers,  Mr.  Berrington,  the  Chief 
Inspector,  states  that  the  last  fishing  season  was  an 
unusually  bad  one  for  salmon,  but  that  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  migratory  trout  was  unprecedented.  He 
roughly  estimates  the  value  of  the  river  yield  of 
salmon  at  ±'130,000.  Of  the  value  of  other  fresh¬ 
water  fish  he  makes  no  estimate,  but  states  that 
owing  to  the  protective  measures  taken  trout  are 
increasing ;  rivers  that  were  once  depleted  are 
now  full,  and  anglers’  licences  are  increasing.  In 
the  fifty-two  fishery  districts  into  which  the  rivers 
of  England  and  Wales  are  divided,  there  are  many 
streams  which  yield  little ;  but  iu  some  of  the 
rivers  the  take  is  large.  For  instance,  the  Elwy 
and  Clwyd  yielded  21,9001b.  of  salmon  last  year, 
the  West  Cumberland  district,  37,2991b. ;  the 
Towy,  64,0001b. ;  while  the  Tyne  forms  the 
climax,  yielding  71]  tons.  In  money  value,  or  as 
a  national  food  supply,  these  figures  may  seem 
small ;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that  these 
fisheries  have  a  double  value.  In  the  first  place 
they  find  constant  employment  for  eight  thou¬ 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  men,  a  number 
which  is  steadily  increasing  yearly,  and  they  also 
provide  a  healthful  means  of  recreation,  there 
having  been  last  year  five  thousaud  three  hundred 
and  ninety  licensed  salmon  anglers,  and  forty- 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- two 
licences  on  the  trout  fisheries,  leaving  out  of 
account  the  many  who  fish  free.  Turning  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries,  their  commercial  value  is  more 
fully  demonstrated.  It  would  be  impossible  here 
to  go  into  details,  but  these  two  bold  facts,  that 
the  total  value  of  the  fish  is  ±4,742,612,  and  that 
seven  thousand  and  six  vessels  were  last  year 
employed,  clearly  shows  the  importance  of  the 
industry  and  the  national  duty  of  developing  it 
to  the  fullest  extent. 


ANGLING  FOR  ROACH  IN  STILL  WATER. 

The  rod  to  be  of  light  cane,  not  less  than 
eighteen  feet  long,  stiff  in  the  lower  three-fourths, 
the  top  only  very  fine  ;  the  float  a  small  piece  of 
cork ;  a  bare  half-an-inch  in  diameter  and  three- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  height,  double  cone  shaped, 
fixed  on  the  line,  which  passes  through 
the  centre  of  it  by  a  thin,  hard  wood 
peg,  the  cork  and  peg  to  be  well  varnished. 
If  no  wind,  and  the  surface  of  the  water 
smooth,  use  the  above  cork,  which  will 
carry  two  No.  7  shot  on  the  gut  bottom, 
the  lower  one  to  be  twenty. one  inches  from  the 
hook,  the  other  fifteen  inches  above  it.  If  a  little 
wind  to  rullie  the  surface  of  the  water,  use  a  little 
cprk  of  the  same  pattern,  with  another  shot) 


to  suit  a  few  inches  above  the  last-named  top 
one  ;  the  more  weight  a  float  carries,  or  the  heavier 
the  whole  apparatus,  that  is,  the  float,  with  all 
below  it,  the  slower  will  it  be  in  showing  the  bite. 
The  hook  should  be  No.  10  or  11  ;  the  No.  12  hook 
is  so  very  small  that  there  is  great  risk  of  missing 
the  fish.  It  should  be  mounted  on  a  fine  long  and 
round  gut,  and  be  not  less  than  thirteen  inches 
from  the  hook  to  the  first  knot — more,  if  possible. 
The  whole  gut  bottom  should  not  be  less  than 
five  feet  in  length  ;  the  lower  part  of  the  reel-line 
for  not  less  than  three  yards  should  be  darkened. 

The  pattern  of  float  given  above  is  very  port¬ 
able,  and  easily  and  quickly  made  with  a  sharp 
penknife  from  a  good  sound  wine  cork.  It  can 
soon  be  slipped  on  the  line  and  fixed,  and  is  right 
either  way  up.  Several  of  them,  varied  in  size, 
cam  be  carried  in  the  waistcoat  pocket.  They  do 
not  absorb  water  like  a  goosequill. 

Paste  is  rather  easier  managed  in  baiting  than 
maggots,  and  a  fish  is  more  easily  hooked  through 
it.  It  can  be  made  almost  any  time  or  anywhere 
when  maggots  cannot  be  had.  It  should  be  put 
on,  as  well  as  made,  with  very  clean  hands.  A 
little  cleau,  white  wool  should  bo  worked  into  it — 
not  too  much.  A  few  turns  of  white  cotton  thread 
may  be  wound  round  the  bend  of  the  hook.  This 
will  help  to  keep  the  paste  on  the  hook.  It  should 
be  cut  off  after  fishing  or  it  will  corrode  the  hook. 
Before  re-baiting  with  paste  each  time,  the  hook 
and  thread  should  be  partially  dried  by  being 
pressed  between  a  bit  of  doubled  blotting-paper. 

To  bait  with  paste,  pull  off  in  one  piece  just 
enough  to  bait  the  hook,  then  draw  a  part  of  this 
into  a  thin,  tail-like  piece.  Wind  this  round  the 
shank  of  the  hook  so  as  to  cover  it ;  then  put  the 
remainder  over  the  point,  &c.,  or  bait  with  paste 
round  the  shank  and  bend,  and  tip  the  point  of 
the  hook  with  a  gentle.  A  piece  of  paste  the  size 
of  a  walnut  will  be  sufficient  for  thirty  to  forty 
hook  baitings. 

The  shank  of  the  hook  should  be  so  shortened 
that  about  as  much  of  it  should  be  above  the  point 
as  the  distance  of  the  point  above  the 
beud,  and  the  shank  being  short,  the 
gut  should  reach  down  to — and  partially 
on  the  bend  to  be  well  fastened — and 
several  extra  rounds  of  the  whipping 
silk  be  taken  on  the  end  of  the  shauk  before  putting 
on  the  gut,  to  keep  the  gut  well  away  from 
it.  This  will  keep  the  end  of  the  shank 
from  cutting  the  gut,  and  prevent  the  bait 
slipping  down. 

Keep  away  from  the  water  and  out  of 
sight  when  putting  the  rod  and  tackle 
together.  Sit  down  when  fishing,  and  use  any 
available  cover. 

“  Roach  are  easily  scared.”— Pennell. 

“  Co neealment  should  be  the  watchword  of  the  angler.’ 
—Blaine’s  “  Encyclopaedia  of  Rural  Sports.’ 

Plumb  the  depth  without  disturbing  the  water. 
Set  the  float  to  suit  the  depth,  and  note  it  on  the 
rod. 

After  first  throwing  in  the  baited  hook,  avoid 
repeated  lifting  out  and  throwing  in  again  as  much 
as  possible,  and  keep  the  point  of  the  rod  steady 
directly  over  the  float,  and  not  much  more  than 
two  feet  from  it,  with  no  slack  line,  so  as  to  strike 
at  once. 


Fish  Puzzle  Yankee  Anglers. — Anglers  are  not 
a  little  puzzled  this  season  at  the  action  of  the 
fish.  In  the  fresh  water,  especially,  the  freakiness 
of  the  fish  has  been  more  than  usually  apparent, 
and  the  fishermen  don’t  kuow  whether  to  go  fish¬ 
ing  or  not.  Trout  anglers,  who  expected  fine 
success — and  they  had  good  reason  for  such  ex¬ 
pectations — are  sending  down  word  from  the 
mouutain  streams  and  rivers  that  the  angling  is 
very  uncsrtaiu  aud  not  tube  depended  upon.  One 
day  the  fish  were  found  ready  to  leap  at  a  fly, 
while  the  next  hardly  a  rise  could  be  gained. 
Sometimes  it  would  seem  that  a  trivial  occurrence, 
as  a  cloud  pissing  over  the  sun,  would  cause  the 
fish  to  stop  biting.  There  seem  to  be  plenty  of 
trout,  accordiug  to  those  who  observe  the  streams 
closely,  but  they  are  wary  and  tricky.  At  the 
Blooming  Gro^e  Association’s  preserve  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  queer  actions  of  the  fish  were  also 
observed.  One  afternoon  the  trouting  was  all 
that  could  be  desired,  but  the  next  day  most 
skilled  anglers  could  not  coax  the  fish  by  the  most 
careful  manipulation  of  most  deftly-made  artificial 
flies,  Some  very  pretty  trout  have  been  caught  aj; 
glooming  (prove  this  spring. — Neiv  York  Tirrwst 
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On  the  fourth  of  June,  I  saw  a  splendid  rise  of 
Mayfly,  on  the  Thames,  a  couple  of  miles  above 
Streatley.  But  not  a  fish  was  feeding  on  them, 
though  no  doubt  toll  had  been  taken  of  the  lovely 
insects  at  an  earlier  stage  of  their  existence. 
Cannot  some  clever  person  undertake  to  educate 
Thames  trout  up  to  taking  May-flies  ?  What 
splendid  sport  we  should  have  ! 


I  have  peculiar  opportunities  for  observing  the 
habits  of  trout,  having  a  large  pool  overgrown  with 
trees  where  I  can  watch  the  fish  and  be  myself 
unseen.  At  certain  times  in  the  day  the  sun 
lights  up  the  water,  and  I  can  see  fish  in  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  pool  to  the  depth  of  3ft.  or  more,  while 
on  some  shallows  at  the  tail  of  the  pool  every  fish 
is  visible.  When  the  May-fly  first  began  to  appear 
it  was  very  interesting  to  watch  the  trout  hunting 
for  the  larvte,  apparently  seizing  it  as  it  was  in 
the  act  of  coming  to  the  surface  to  let  out  of  its 
back  the  May-fly  within  it.  The  trout  when 
feeding  thus  were  never  at  rest,  but  beat  their 
ground  like  a  pack  of  terriers  after  rabbits.  To 
catch  a  fish  with  the  dry-fly  was  an  impossibility. 
In  fact,  when  a  May-fly  did  not  get  safely  to  the 
top  it  was  perfectly  safe,  for  the  fish  seemed  afraid 
of  it.  I  saw  many  a  fish  which  was  swimming 
slowly  along,  looking  out  for  the  larvae  sent  off  in 
a  great  fright  by  a  May-fly  alighting  on  the  water 
just  over  it.  _ 


On  those  two  days  I  had  no  wet  flies,  except 
some  tied  by  Ogden,  which  the  fish,  no  doubt 
thinking  them  larvae,  took  right  well.  The  great 
point  was  to  get  the  fly  in  front  of  a  fish.  It 
became  very  clear  to  me  why  we  so  often  fail  to 
catch  fish  feeding  on  larvae.  The  fish  are  con¬ 
tinually  on  the  move,  and  as  we  cast  a  little  in 
front  of  where  we  see  a  swirl  in  the  water,  as 
likely  as  not  the  fish  is  twenty  yards  away  before 
the  fly  reaches  it.  But  in  my  pool  I  could  see  the 
fish  hunting  about  on  the  shallow,  and  it  was  no 
very  difficult  thing  to  notice  the  direction  in 
which  a  fish  was  going,  and  cast  the  fly  in  its  path. 
It  was  also  interesting  to  note  how,  on  the  third 
morning,  the  fish  were  no  longer  shy  of  the 
natural  fly,  though  I  saw  many  a  May-fly  .pass 
right  over  fishes’  noses  without  being  taken. 
T  wice  I  saw  trout  come  up  and  inspect  May-flies, 
natural  ones,  Imean,  and  descend  to  the  bottom 
without  taking  them.  What  chance  has  an 
artificial  fly  with  such  fish  ? 


cut,  must  be  removed  by  the  people  who  cut  them. 
It  is  a  misfortune  that  this  admirable  enact¬ 
ment  does  not  apply  to  all  rivers  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  weed-cutters  of  the  Lambourne 
were  warned  last  year,  and  I  hear  it  rumoured 
that  they  have  been  again  warned  this  season. 
It  is  not  an  edifying  spectacle  to  see  men  of 
position,  many  of  them  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
who  have  to  administer  law  to  their  poorer 
neighbours,  deliberately  committing  a  flagrant 
breach  of  the  law  for  the  sake  of  a  paltry  saving 
of  labour.  A  fine  example  this  for  Hodge,  who 
is  sent  to  prison  for  a  fortnight  if  he  takes  a  turnip 
out  of  a  field  or  looks  at  a  rabbit.  To  avoid  spend- 
ing  a  few  pounds  in  extra  labour,  these  persons 
are  deliberately  breaking  the  law,  polluting  the 
water  supply  of  the  people  of  London,  discrediting 
the  magistracy,  and  preventing  their  neighbours 
from  enjoying  a  sport  for  which  some  of  them 
have  to  pay  dearly.  I  deem  it  unlikely  that  the 
Conservators  of  the  Thames  will  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  defied  much  longer,  and  shall  not  be 
surprised  if  proceedings  are  shortly  taken  to 
vindicate  the  law. 


Two  Maoris  have  been  fined  £5  each  for  a 
breach  of  certain  fishery  regulations.  One  can¬ 
not  help  sympathising  with  the  unfortunate 
natives,  who  put  forward  a  treaty  in  which  their 
fishing  rights  were  reserved  to  them,  but  which 
the  court  said  was  a  “  mere  pretence.”  It  must 
be  very  irritating  after  having  lived  in  a  country 
a  few  thousand  years  or  so  to  have  white  people 
come  and  make  fishery  regulations,  and  enforce 
them  too.  Those  law-breaking  natives  ought 
really  to  have  a  few  Berkshire  weed-cutting  magis¬ 
trates  sent  among  them  to  set  them  an  example  of 
obedience  to  the  law.  Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


F.  C. :  We  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  a 
club  to  get  all  their  privilege  tickets  from  one 
association. 

Potheen  :  We  recommend  Lough  Conn,  five 
miles  from  Ballina.  Our  correspondent,  Mr. 
Frank  Hearns,  Ballina,  would  advise  you  as 
to  best  flies.  For  trout  you  want  ordinary 
loch-trout  size.  Another  good  centre  is  Water- 
ville.  Our  correspondent  there  is  Mr.  Dennehy, 
who  would  reply  to  your  inquiries.  Newtown- 
stewart  is  another  excellent  centre. 

E.  &  T.  A.  C. :  Mr.  King,  station-master,  Grove 
Ferry,  will  tell  you  all  about  it. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Tasmanian  Fisheries 
Commission  it  was  reported  that  a  monster  fish, 
resembling  a  salmon,  had  been  taken  at  Port 
Sorrell.  It  was  described  as  having  a  greenish 
back,  silvery  belly  and  sides,  and  spots  as  large  as  a 
shilling.  Unfortunately  the  fish  was  eaten,  so 
whether  salmon  or  not  can  never  be  determined. 
Its  weight  was  said  to  be  861b.,  length  5ft.,  and 
girth  4ft.  _ 


At  a  place  called  Hannibal,  somewhere  or  other 
in  America,  a  coloured  man  fished  one  day  from 
a  bridge.  He  went  to  sleep,  but  being  a  restless 
sleeper  fell  into  the  river  and  never  woke  again. 
The  strange  part  of  the  story  is  that  someone 
recovered  his  rod  and  found  at  the  end  of  the  line 
a  cat- fish  weighing  251b. 


On  the  first  day  that  the  May-fly  showed  itself 
to  any  extent  on  the  Lambourne,  a  capital  little 
Berkshire  trout  stream,  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners  in  the  district  commenced  to  cut  his  weeds, 
and  so  spoiled  the  fishing  of  all  those  who  have 
fishing  rights  lower  down  the  stream.  About 
three  miles  of  water  have  to  be  cut,  so  I  suppose 
the  May-fly  season  will  be  almost  a  fiasco  this 
year  so  far  as  that  river  is  concerned.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  people  of  London  have  a  greater 
grievance  than  anglers  even  in  this  matter,  for 
the  weeds  which  are  allowed  to  float  down  this 
stream  find  their  way  into  Thames  in  a  rotted 
condition  and  seriously  pollute  the  water  supply 
of  the  metropolis.  I  use  the  word  “fortunately” 
advisedly,  because,  owing  to  this  greater  griev- 
ance,  there  is  some  probability  of  weed-outters 
in  the  Lambourne  being  restrained  from  further 
acts  of  the  kind.  By  Act  of  Parliament  weeds  in 
the  Thames,  or  streams  pommunicatjng  with  it,  if 
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“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment .” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


THE  TEES. 

Sir, — In  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette ,  “  J.  H.  R.” 
states  that  he  and  a  friend  caught  7Ub.  of  trout 
between  Longdon  Beck  and  Cauldron  Snout  on 
the  1st  inst.  He  has  stated  here  that  he  had 
twenty-eight  trout,  and  his  friend  sixteen.  He 
has  also  stated  that  he  caught  twenty-two.  We 
will  take  the  latter  number  as  being  correct, 
though  why  he  should  give  so  many  different 
accounts  of  one  transaction  I  cannot  understand. 
It  seems  four  of  the  trout  caught  weighed  above 
half  a-pound  each.  Let  us  say  9oz.,  that  will 
give  us  2Jlb.  The  rest,  that  is,  thirty-four  trout, 
weighed  “  about  a  |lb.  each.”  “  About  ”  may 
mean  more  or  less,  but  let  us  average  them  at  ^lb. 
and  then  these  thirty-four  would  weigh  8 Jib., 
which  together  with  the  2ilb.  for  the  four  big  ones 
make  lO^lb.  But  “J.  H.  R.”  reports  that  the 
fish  caught  only  weighed  T^lb,  The  whole  affair 
seems  mixed  somehow.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  from  the  friend  whether  any  one  of  the 
trout  weighed  ^lb.  ;  and  what  the  average  weight 
of  the  whole  really  was,  or  if  any  trout  at  all 
were  caught. 

In  the  previous  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
“  J.  H.  R.”  reports  that  a  “Sal mo  salar”  was 
brought  to  bank  in  Upper  Tees.  Will  he  kindly 
give  particulars — when,  where,  by  whom,  weight, 
&c.  ?— yours,  Hawthorn, 
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THE  MAPLEDURHAM  FISHERY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  “  Notes  and  Queries  ”  of  your 
issue  of  May  30,  “  Rusticus  ”  states  that  “  Mr. 
Blount  has  for  some  years  let  the  Mapledurham 
Fishery  to  the  R.  and  D.  A.  Association.” 

This  is  not  correct  ;  we  do  not,  nor  have  we 
ever  rented  this  water.  But  I  am  pleased  to  add 
that  Mr.  Blount  is  always  most  kind  and  courteous 
to  our  members,  and  is  fully  aware  of  their  efforts 
to  improve  and  protect  the  fishing  which  so  many 
enjoy  without  in  any  way  assisting. — Yours,  &c., 

Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading.  F.  Brown. 


A  CORRECTION  FROM  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  a  letter  appears 
under  this  heading,  and  signed  “  Reader  of 
Gazette,"  in  which  the  writer  states  that  the 
previous  weekly  report  of  the  Tees  in  this  district 
“  is  not  altogether  correct,”  “  contains  some  undue 
partiality that  it  i3  an  unfair  report,  and  is 
exaggerated.  Truly  a  serious  series  of  charges, 
and  such  as  I,  being  the  writer  of  the  report  in 
question,  cannot  possibly  allow  to  pass  without 
most  emphatic  contradiction. 

(1)  As  to  its  correctness. — I  stated  that  Mr. 
Austin  Grahans  caught  9£lb.  of  trout,  and  he  did 
do  so.  Upon  his  arriving  home  the  fish  were 
emptied  from  his  pannier ;  a  plate  was  then 
weighed  (not  by  him,  but  by  his  father) ;  the  fish 
were  put  upon  the  plate,  and  the  weight  was 
9£lb.  plus  the  weight  of  plate.  Mr.  Robson, 
reporter  to  the  Teesdale  Mercury,  happened  to  be 
passing  at  the  time  and  he  was  shown  the  fish 
and  weight,  and  he  thought  well  to  notice  the 
catch  in  the  next  edition  of  the  paper  he  repre¬ 
sents.  Luckily  my  copy  of  this  is  not  destroyed, 
and  I  forward  it  to  you,  Sir,  so  that  you  may  there 
verify  my  statement. 

(2)  As  to  undue  partiality. — I  neither  saw  Mr. 
Scott  or  Mr.  Lockey,  although,  I  endeavoured  to 
do  so  the  same  evening,  and  not  knowing  what 
they  had  caught,  for  that  very  reason,  and  that 
reason  only,  did  not  mention  them  in  my  report. 

(3)  Not  a  fair  report. — I  maintain  it  was  a  fair 
report.  It  gave  the  catches  of  trout  for  the  week 
so  far  as  I  pel  sonally  knew  them,  along  with  other 
information  which  I  was  certain  was  correct,  and 
nothing  more. 

(4)  Exaggeration. — I  think  the  foregoing  quite 
sufficient  answer  to  this  charge. 

In  conclusion,  Sir,  allow  me  to  assure  you,  and 
your  readers,  that  in  any  reports  I  send  to  your 
paper  I  make  accuracy  my  first  aim  and  care.  I 
do  not  send  you  hearsay,  but  facts  which  I  have 
proved  to  be  correct. 

Before  “  Reader  of  Gazette”  again  rushes  into 
print,  let  me  advise  him  to  go  and  do  likewise. — 
Yours,  &c., _ J.  H.  R. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Sir, — I  have  received  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Camm 
and  her  six  fatherless  children,  10s.  6d.  from  the 
St.  Helen’s  Angling  Association  ;  5s.  3d.  Islington 
Brothers  Angling  Society  ;  5s.  from  Mr.  Robinson, 
of  the  Star  Inn,  Edenbridge  ;  and  3s.  from  Anglers 
Pride  Angling  Society.  Hoping  other  societies 
will  kindly  forward  their  collections,  as  the  time 
is  drawing  to  a  close. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

B.  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  can  be  crossed 
“  Alliance  Bank.” 


THE  BASIN,  WANSTEAD. 

Sir, — This  private  water,  formerly  known  as 
Alderman  Finnis’s  Pond,  has  been  regularly 
advertised  in  the  F.  G.  for  the  past  four  years, 
and  has  been  frequently  noticed  in  your  paper. 
Fishing  for  eels  only  with  live  bait  has  been  per¬ 
mitted  from  May  1  with  very  satisfactory  results. 
For  instance,  on  the  13th  ult.  one  subscriber  took 
four  eels  that  weighed  41b.  13oz.  within  three 
hours,  and  on  the  same  day  three  others  were 
taken. 

A  subscriber  who  visited  the  water  on  May  23 
found  to  his  astonishment  that  the  lessee  had 
given  permission  to  certain  residents  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  allow  sailing  boats  on  his  property, 
and  the  owners  thereof  paid  no  heed  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  launched  forth  by  the  anglers  present  in 
plain  and  practical  language,  but  amused  them- 
selves  in  skimming  around  the  rather  eonfjneij 


38t> 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[.June  13,  1891. 


water,  churning  up  the  weeds,  crossing  the  lines, 
and  no  doubt  disturbing  numbers  of  tench,  &c , 
engaged  in  depositing  their  spawn.  As  a  last 
resource,  the  proprietor  was  approached,  but  he 
held  that  he  was  justified  in  allowing  Ms  friends 
to  amuse  themselves  to  the  discomfort  and  disgust 
of  the  anglers  generally,  at  the  samd’time  admitting 
that  he  made  no  charge  for  this  boating  business. 
He  had  a  full  list  of  anglers  last  year,  and  they 
(the  subscribers)  took  upon  themselves  to  furnish 
a  locked-up  shelter,  besides  several  stages,  &c.,  at 
their  own  cost.  Though  the  lessee  made  a  very 
good  thing  out  of  the  ice,  certain  anglers  under¬ 
took  to  see  that  the  fish  had  fair  play  in  the 
matter  of  blow-holes,  and  none  perished. 


I  hereby  beg  to  warn  all  old  and  intending  sub¬ 
scribers  how  matters  stand,  so  that  they  may  be 
prevented  from  parting  with  their  money  ere  it 
be  too  late. — I  am,  &c.,  Grasshopper. 


Holloway's  Pills  —Good  Spirits.— Every  one  has  frequently 
experienced  sudden  personal  changes  from  gaiety  to  gloom.  The 
wind  and  weather  oftentimes  receive  the  blame  when  a  faulty 
digestion  is  alone  the  cause  of  the  depression.  Holloway’s  Pills 
can  be  honestly  recommended  for  regulating  a  disordered  stomach 
and  improving  digestion.  They  entirely  remove  the  sense  of  ful¬ 
ness  and  oppression  after  eating.  They  clear  the  furred  tongue, 
and  act  as  a  wholesome  stimulant  to  the  liver,  and  as  a  gentle 
aperient  to  the  bowels.  They  healthfully  rouse  both  body  and 
mind.  Holloway’s  Pills  are  the  best  known  antidotes  for  want  of 
appetite,  nausea,  flatulency,  heartburn,  langour,  depression,  and 
that  apathy  so  characteristic  cf  chronic  derangement  of  the 
digestion. 


ONE  PENNY,  SPECIMEN  Ud,  EVERY  SATURDAY. 


73eautifut  Ttou)er6 
Profitable  'SardenA 

Read  AMATEUR  GARDENING. 

A  Reader’s  Success.— Being  a.  constant  reader,  I  must  say 
that  my  suco  ss  is  entirely  due  to  the  information  you  give 
every  week.” — W.  B. 

Coloured  Plate  of  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  149,  Aldersgate  street,  E.O. 


Geo. 


CORDING’S 


Ventilated  Fishing-  Goats, 

TROUSERS,  STOCKINGS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  BAGS,&c 
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S.  ALLCOCK  &  Co.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishing  Rods,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  all  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  he 
removed  in  an  instant. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

It  can  he  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  tlio 
laziest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  sliapo  makes  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 


The  Patent  Ring-  Mounted  Devon. 

Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket. 

The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 

Wholesale  only.  Our  Goods  can  be  obtained  from  all  respectable  Tackle  Dealers. 

London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C 


‘Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  speoial  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens, 


CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 
on  THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

and  at  25,  CRAYFORD  ROAD,  HOLLOWAY,  LONDON,  N. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Medal  and 

Diplomas  for  Ply  Rods  and  Flies. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Flies 

OF  FIRST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE  MEDAL 

Multum  in  Parvo  Tront  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN. 

ONE  GUINEA. 


(HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  Fl,Y  FISHERS'  CLUE.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 


DEVEHAUX  AND  BLUE  MAHOE 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

The  Lightest  and  Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced, 


BED  A  n  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  6s. 


Catalog  vies  Gratis 
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NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  evening,  June  4,  an  important 
meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied 
the  vice-cliair.  The  absentees  were  Messrs. 
Goode,  Keeling,  and  Cottrell,  the  two  latter 
gentlemen  being  detained  through  pressure  of 
business.  The  president,  after  formally  opening 
the  business,  read  a  letter  received  from  the  secretary  of 
the  West  End  Society,  who  again  asked  the  committee  to 
reconsider  their  suspension.  After  a  little  discussion  it 
was  resolved  that  the  question  be  decided  by  the  general 
meeting  of  delegates  to  be  held  on  June  11.  The  long¬ 
standing  case  Will  then  be  settled  for  good,  and  the  club  - 
which  has  been  in  a  state  of  animated  suspension— will  be 
either  allowed  to  remain  at  their  present  quarters,  or  find 
a  fresh  place  of  meeting.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  gave  in  a 
lengthy  report  of  their  visit  to  a  new  society  held  at  the 
Duke  of  \ork,  Snow-hill,  Dudley.  This  society  in  their 
application  asked  to  become  afliliated  with  the  Birmingham 
and  Provincial  Associations.  The  visitors  gave  in  a  very 
flattering  report  of  the  club,  the  society  being  conducted 
upon  lines  which  were  calculated  to  be  creditable  to  the 
association  and  themselves  as  well.  The  president  is  Mr. 

J.  Lane,  who  is  connected  with  a  lar.ee  firm  of  glass-blowers 
in  Dudley ;  and  the  secretary  is  Mr.  W.  Keightley.  The 
society  at  present  only  numbers  about  forty,  but  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  society  receives  the 
privilege  tickets  that  this  number  will  be  more  than 
doubled.  The  report  as  given  .by  the  visitors  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  the  committee  unanimously  decided 
to  accept  the  society,  subj  ect  to  the  approval  of  the  delegates 
at  the  next  general  meeting,  of  which  there  will  be  no 
doubt.  Mr.  J.  Dance  made  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  a  member 
who  was  expelled  some  two  years  ago  from  the  association 
for  lending  his  travelling  card.  The  member  in  question 
was  expelled  for  three  years,  and  Mr.  Dance  asked  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  cancel  the  remainder  of  his  sentence.  This  the 
committee  decided  to  do,  and  the  man  will  now  be  allowed 
to  join  any  society  he  may  think  fit.  Mr.  Hiley  brought 
forward  a  matter  respecting  the  discontinuance  of  excursion 
trains  running  between  Broome  Junction  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon  during  the  summer  months,  the  stations  on  the  line 
mentioned  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  anglers, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  all  adjacent  to  the  river  Avon,  and 
the  water  in  the  vicinity  being  fished  considerably  by 
members  of  the  association.  The  question  was  debated  at 
some  length,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  general 
secretary  write  to  Messrs.  Cook  and  Son,  the  excursion 
agents,  asking  them  to  induce  the  East  and  West  Junction 
Hailway  Company  to  run  a  train  in  conjunction  with  the 
Midland  from  Broome  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  The  next  and 
greatly  important  matter  taken  in  hand  was  to  consider 
when  and  where  the  great  association  contest  for  1891  should 
be  held.  It  was  formally  decided  that  a  contest  should  be 
held,  and  the  date  was  fixed  for  the  14th  of  September.  Four 
places  were  submitted  to  the  meeting— namely,  Fladbury, 
Pershore,  Hereford,  and  Worcester ;  but  the  two  former 
places  were  considered  by  the  committee  as  most  suitable, 
and  it  was  decided  to  send  a  small  deputation  of  two  to  visit 
them  and  give  in  a  report  at  the  general  meeting.  Messrs. 
Coles  and  Dance  were  the  gentlemen  selected,  their 
expenses  being  allowed  by  the  association.  I  have  seen  the 
deputation  upon  the  subject  of  their  visit,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  they  were  greatly  pleased  with 
Pershore,  and  there  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  but  what  this 
will  bo  the  happy  hunting-ground  for  the  forthcoming 
contest.  _ 

Now  that  the  end  of  the  close  season  is  fast  approaching, 
the  majority  of  the  Birmingham  societies  are  making 
arrangements  for  their  annual  contests.  In  the  majority  of 
instances  places  have  been  selected  and  dates  arranged,  and 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  secretaries  to  the  two 
important  association  contests— namely,  the  contest  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  Challenge  Cup  at  Tewkesbury,  on  August 
Bank  Holiday  next ;  and  the  Birmingham  Association 
contest  on  the  14th  of  Septomber.  I  hope  that  the  clubs  will 
fix  their  dates,  so  as  not  to  clash  with  the  dates  mentioned,  as 
the  great  importance  of  both  contests  demands  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  both  clubs  and  members  alike.  By  the  time  that 
these  notes  appear  in  print,  the  whole  of  the  societies  that 
are  affiliated  with  the  Provincial  Association— which  now 
number  seventy-two— will  be  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  fishing  for  the  Marston 
Challenge  Cup,  together  with  other  matters  of  importance 
respecting  the  same.  _ 

The  pools  at  Cannon-hill  Park,  Birmingham,  were  opened 
for  public  fishing  on  the  1st  of  June ;  and  I  am  informed  by  a 
gentleman  that  a  great  destruction  of  pike  has  taken  place 
since  the  opening.  Last  Tuesday  week  one  angler  took 
eight ;  and  on  Wednesday  the  same  person  took  seventeen ; 
one  weighed  about  41b. ;  and  the  other  twenty-four,  if  they 
had  been  weighed,  would  not  have  been  so  heavy  as  the  one 
fish  just  mentioned.  If  proprietors  of  pools  allow  this  sort 
of  tiling  to  go  on  they  will  soon  be  complaining  that  they 
cannot  get  anglers  to  fish  the  water;  and  on  the  other  hand 
anglers  will  condemn  the  water  because  it  contains  no  fish. 
What  I  would  suggest  to  persons  who  let  out  fishing  at  so 
much  per  day  is  to  observe  a  close  time,  and  also  to  fix  a 
scale  or  fish  to  be  taken  and  retained,  nor  let  the  anglers  take 
fish  that  are  no  use  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  deplete 
the  water. 


Coniston  Lake  Angling  Association,  in  the  way  of  restock¬ 
ing  the  lako  with  trout  and  char.  Ho  says  thoro  aro  few 
places  whero  so  much  enthusiasm  is  thrown  into  the 
scheme.  As  a  natural  consequence,  fishing  has  greatly 
improved,  tho  lake  is  becoming  better  known  as  an 
angling  resort,  and  a  large  number  of  visitors  are  attracted 
to  the  district.  There  are  at  the  present  moment  no 
fewer  than  thirty-four  thousand  trout  in  the  rearing  pond, 
all  in  a  fine  healthy  state,  and  these  in  time  ought  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  grand  sport  and  recreation  to  anglers.  Ihe 
hatching  during  the  past  winter  has  boon  the  most  success¬ 
ful  ever  experienced  by  the  committee,  and  the  fish  in  the 
roaring  pond  are  doing  much  better  than  in  previous 
years.  Char  fishing  has  again  commenced  in  Coniston 
Lako,  and  on  some  days  excellent  sport  is  to  be  obtained. 
Char  are  improving  in  size;  taking  tho  average  they 
weigh  about  four  to  the  pound,  which  is  an  improvement 
on  former  years.  They  are  in  capital  condition. 

Fishing  on  Ullswater  Lake  is  reported  to  be  improving, 
baskets  of  trout  varying  from  a  dozen  to  thirty  or  forty 
being  taken  with  the  rod.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
strong  winds,  not  much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
trawling.  More  genial  weather  having  now  set  in,  how¬ 
ever,  successful  sport,  in  this  respect  may  also  be  looked 
forward  to.  _ 

Owing  to  the  continued  dry  weather,  most  of  the  rivers 
in  the  Lake  District  being  rapid  running,  are  now  very 
iow,  and  only  night  fishing  can  be  indulged  in  with  any 
success.  A  few  local  anglers  who  know  the  most  “  smittle  ’ 
pools  have  dono  fairly  well,  but  we  shall  have  to  wait  for 
a  share  of  the  rain  falling  farther  south  before  much  can 
be  done.  _ 

Complaints  having  been  made  by  various  public  bodies 
as  to  serious  pollution  of  the  river  Greta  by  the  discharge 
of  refuse  from  certain  lead  mines,  &c.,  and  by  sewage  from 
the  town  of  Keswick,  an  official  inquiry  was  held  last 
week  into  the  allegations  by  Mr.  G.  J.  Johnstone,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  other  representatives  of  the  County  Council. 
The  principal  complainants  were  the  Derwent  Fishery 
Board,  the  Keswick  Angling  Association,  and  the  Mary- 
port  Town  and  Harbour  Trustees,  from  each  of  which 
bodies  members  attended  and  gave  evidence.  Medical 
testimony  was  adduced  showing  that  the  water  of  the 
river  was  very  dangerous,  and  quite  unfit  for  dietetic  or 
drinking  purposes,  and  that  all  the  sewage  from  Keswick, 
as  well  as  refuse  from  a  tannery  and  the  lead-pencil  works, 
were  discharged  into  the  river  ;  and  it  was  further  alleged 
that  the  “abnormally  high  ”  death-rate  of  Maryport  was 
generally  attributed  to  the  condition  of  the  river.  A 
large  number  of  witnesses  were  examined,  including  Mr. 
F  Kelly,  clerk  to  the  Maryport  Trustees ;  Dr.  Spurgin, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health ;  Mr.  T.  Carey,  Mr.  H.  P.  Sen- 
house,  and  Mr.  Burn  (Derwent  Fishery  Board),  the  Rev. 
H.  D.  Rawnsley,  the  Rev.  A.  Heelis  and  others,  and  the 
committee  will  report  to  the  County  Council. 


The  record  of  sport  on  the  Ouse  during  the  past  few  days 
is  not  in  any  degree  large,  nor  is  it  of  much  note.  Daco 
fishing  lias  been  carried  on  on  tho  river  with  varying  suc¬ 
cess.  A  well-known  Fulford  angler  landed  a  pannier  or 
nine  on  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  especially  on  the  latter  day,  have  had  some  fair 
takes  ;  .the  size  of  the  fish  hooked,  however,  were  nothing 
out  of  tho  ordinary.  The  best  killing  flies— each  angler,  of 
course,  having  his  preference — were  Red  Ant,  tho 
Governor,  and  Hawthorn.  Tho  water  is  now  at  its  accus¬ 
tomed  level.  Next  week  I  hopo  to  have  better  things  to. 
chronicle.  , _ , 

Rod-holders  during  tho  past  few  day3  have  had  some 
excellent  and  enjoyable  sport  in  the  Codbcck,  at  Ihirsk, 
with  the  Gnat  and  May-fly,  and  fair  panniers  have  also 
been  obtained  in  the  deeps  to  the  north  of  the  town,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  North  Kilvington  and  Thornton-le-Street. 
With  the  recent  freshes  the  water  now  is  full  of  feed,  and 
there  is  an  abundance  of  trout  up-stream,  while  grayling 
on  the  sandy  reaches  south  of  the  town  have  also  afforded 
good  sport.  The  contributaries  of  the  Codbeck  have,  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  abounded  with  troutlets,  and,  taking  all 
things  into  consideration,  the  present  summer  gives  pro¬ 
mise  to  be  one  of  the  best  on  record.  Otters  have  recently 
been  observed  in  the  water,  but  have  seemingly  done  little 
harm,  except  to  the  coarser  kind  of  scale  fish,  the  remains 
of  which  have  been  found  along  the  banks  of  the  stream. 


Anglers  in  the  Foss  have  been  but  few,  and  limited 
catches  only  have  been  made.  Several  gentlemen  have  of 
late  been  heard  to  complain  of  the  disgusting  state  of  the 
river,  which,  unfortunately,  on  previous  occasions  has 
been  commented  upon. 

The  Swale  has  fully  sustained  its  prestige  as  a  good 
fishing  stream  during  the  past  week.  There  has  been  a 
nice  fly-water,  and  trout  have  risen  freely,  while  the 
weather  has  on  the  whole  proved  itself  favourable  to  the 
requirements  of  the  piscator.  Fishing  up-stream  the 
other  day,  Mr.  Charles  Musgrave  caught  thirty-four  trout 
with  the  fly.  There  was  a  good  fresh  on  the  river  at  the 
time,  and  the  best  killing  flies  were  Snipe  and  Crimson  and 
Dark  Bloa.  Pheasant  and  Orange  is  just  coming  on.  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  of  Ellerton  Abbey,  has  also  enjoyed  nice  sport. 


The  waters  of  the  Derwent,  at  Malton  and  Hackness, 
have  been  in  excellent  order,  and  on  the  whole  suitable  to 
the  flyfisher ;  while,  as  a  natural  consequence,  sport  has 
been  fair,  and,  without  specifying,  several  local  gentle¬ 
men  have  done  well.  While  on  the  topic  of  the  Derwent, 
it  may  be  added  that  widespread  regret  is  experienced  at 
the  notice  of  withdrawal  of  permission  to  fish  at  How- 
tham  by  Mr.  Cholmley. 


GIANT  PIKE. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 


There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  ere  long 
the  English  Lake  District  will  rise  to  the  first 
rank  as  an  angling  centre.  The  new  association 
is  doing  good  work,  and  meeting  with  solid  re¬ 
cognition  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  re¬ 
ports  from  Ullswater,  Windermere,  Coniston, 
and  some  of  the  smaller  waters,  are  very  encour¬ 
aging.  — 

A  correspondent,  writing  to  a  Westmoreland  paper, 
draws  attention  to  the  excellent  work  carried  on  by  tho 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Keports  all  round  are  of  a  more  encouraging 
character,  those  from  private  waters  being  parti¬ 
cularly  good,  the  finest  fish  landed  being  taken 
with  the  worm  or  maggot. 

We  have  had  the  usual  weekly  supply  of  “  Angling  notes 
and  information,”  amongst  other  items,  the  inevitable 
reports  of  coarse  fish  taken  out  of  season.  It  is  a  matter 
of  regret  to  see  the  names  of  club  oifioials  appearing  as 
transgressors  in  this  line. 

TnE  Northern  Anglers'  Association  has  done  good  work 
in  stopping  the  netting  on  the  Ouse,  and  if  the  same 
amount  of  influence  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Dane 
and  Bollin,  to  stop  the  illegal  acts  of  various  kinds  practised 
on  these  streams,  anglers  in  this  quarter  would  rejoice 
greatly.  By  the  bye,  there  should  be  a  good  supply  of  nets . 
in  the  affected  districts,  and  those  desirous  of  acquiring  a 
net  would  probably  get  one  cheap— already  they  appear  in 
the  lumber  dealers’  market. 

The  16th  is  anticipated  with  much  pleasure,  clubs  are 
making  great  preparations,  and  many  have  already  com¬ 
pleted  their  arrangements. 

It  is  not  advisable  in  all  cases  to  cultivate  numbers  as  a 
leading  feature  in  the  policy  of  a  club.  One  club  has  lately 
proved  this.  Perhaps  an  additional  delegate  may  be  thus 
obtained  to  any  association,  but  when  it  comes  to  missing 
good  fishing,  or  the  acquisition  of  desirable  waters,  on 
account  of  the  numbers,  it  then  has  its  serious  dis¬ 
advantages.  To  be  passed  by  in  favour  of  a  club  of  about 
one-fourth  the  size  is  a  reproof  sufficiently  ominous  as  to 
the  opinion  of  large  clubs  by  the  owners. 

Club  meetings  just  at  present  are  very  numerous,  and 
judging  from  the  many  re-elections,  the  officers  of  the  past 
year  must  have  given  general  satisfaction. 

Reports  from  the  waters  rented  by  the  Northwich 
Angling  Society,  are  much  better  than  has  been  the  case 
for  some  time  past.  Good  catches  are  regularly  reported, 
and  the  society  deserves  more  liberal  support.  Considering 
the  difficulties  that  exist  in  this  particular  district,  the 
executive  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  success. 

The  question  of  anglers’  tickets  is  one  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  Lancashire  fishermen.  We  have  very  little 
water  in  close  proximity  to  the  various  centres,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  for  a  united  and  strenuous  effort  to  be  made 
in  order  to  secure  travelling  concessions  to  tho  various 
resorts  now  visited  at  great  expense. 


An  Explanation  in  the  Form  op  a  Dialogue 
between  An  Angler  and  a  Clergyman. 


“  Their’s  was  tho  giant  age  before  the  flood.”— Dry  den. 


NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Fish  have  risen  comparatively  well,  both  on 
the  Ouse  and  Foss,  on  each  of  which  rivers  there 
has  been  a  large  abundance  of  natural  liy, 
baffling  to  some  extent  the  manifold  attempts  of 
the  angler  to  secure  a  “  hook.” 


The  Angler  and  the  Clergyman 
Were  walking  on  the  shore  ; 

The  Angler’s  face  was  sad,  although 
Last  week’s  F.  G.  he  bore. 

The  Clergyman  spoke  feelingly, 

“What  grieveth  thee  so  sore ? ” 

ii. 

The  Angler  walked  on  dreamily, 

A  hand  in  either  poke ; 

He  turned  to  him  a  sorrowing  face, 

But  never  a  word  he  spoke : 

His  face  was  as  a  humourist’s 
In  travail  of  a  joke. 

hi. 

“  Oh,  Clergyman,”  the’Angler  said. 

Stroking  his  fevered  brow, 

“  Each  week  I  read  of  monstrous  pike 
Men  caught  once  anyhow. 

'Twould  ease  my  mind  if  you’d  say  why 
We  never  catch  them  now. 

IV. 

“  ‘  ’Tis  distance  lends,’  the  poet  sings, 
‘Enchantment  to  the  view,’ 

Though  distance  ought  to  minimise 
The  larger  these  pike  grew ;  ... 

I  read  of  one  this  week  which  weighed 
Of  pounds  full  ninety -two. 

v. 

«  The  farther  back  we  go— at  least 
It  seemeth  so  to  me, 

Authenticated  instances 
Of  larger  fish  there  be.  . 

What  think  you,  then,  a  pike  would  weigh 
If  caught  by  Zebedee  i 

vr. 

The  Clergyman  smiled  cheerfully, 

His  eye  was  full  9f  fun, 

His  answer  came  right  cautiously: 

“’Twould  puzzle  many  a  one. 

But  I  should  think  that  pike  would  weigh 
Roughly— about  a  ton.” 

VII. 

The  Angler  smiled ;  “  The  farther  back 
We  go  each  fish  still  grows. 

What  would  a  pike  by  Noah  caught 
Have  weighed,  do  you  suppose  2  ” 

The  Clergyman  sat  down  to  think. 

And  gasped,  “Lord  only  knows.” 

VIII. 

“  Oh,  Clergyman,”  the  Angler  said, 

“  I  now  perceive  full  well— 

Either  these  pike  of  monstrous  size 
Were  but  a  monstrous  sell, 

Or  sons  of  Ananias  are 
Decreasing.  Who  can  tell  ?  ”  _ 

F,  G.  B.  Eves. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[June  13,  1891. 


departs  from  Cities 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  15,  at  8.30. 
Notice— Mr.  S.  Malby,  Dalston  Angling  Society,  is  elected 
as  a  memberof  the  general  committee,  in  the  place  of  W. 
Norman,  Hoxton  Brothers.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 
List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Mon¬ 
day,  the  8th  inst.,  at  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  Winchester 
Arms,  Southwark-street,  S.E.,  when  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called,  the  following 
eleven  clubs  answered :  Anglers’  Pride,  Amicable  Ex¬ 
celsior,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Clapham  Junc¬ 
tion,  Grange,  North  Lambeth,  Second  Surrey,  Original 
North  Lambeth,  St.  Thomas’s,  and  Earlsfield.  The  next 
visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  23rd  inst.,  at  the  Clap- 
ham  Junction  A.S.,  Duke  of  Clarence,  Winstanley-road, 
Clapham  Junction,  two  minutes’  walk  from  the  station.— 
G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Marylebone  Angling  Society 
on  the  27th  ult.  Upon  the  roll  being  called,  thirteen  clubs 
responded.  The  Anglers’  Benevolent  Box  was  opened, 
and  found  to  contain  fourteen  shillings  and  sevenpence. 
The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the 
Globe,  Lisson-grove,  on  Tuesday  next,  June  16.— J. 
Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell.  -  Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  receipt  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  dona¬ 
tion  from  J.  H.  Smyth,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling 
Society.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— Members  of 
this  society  are  earnestly  requested  to  turn  up,  at  the  club 
house,  next  Tuesday  at  9.15.  C.  Mann,  Esq.,  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  for  election  next  Tuesday,  and  I  expect  two  or  three 
more.  Please  secretaries  of  angling  societies  who  have  got 
subscriptions  in  for  Mrs.  Camm,  will  kindly  forward  them, 
as  the  lists  will  soon  be  closed,  and  we  want  all  angling 
societies  to  appear  on  printed  lists.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— I  wish  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that  next  Wednesday  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  trust 
all  members  will  make  themselves  clear  on  the  books,  as 
our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  July  5,  at  the 
Swan  Hotel,  Fiddle  worth.  Our  first  match  is  postponed 
from  June  28  till  July  12.  Those  members  who  want 
privilege  tickets  will  kindly  send  in  at  once  with  remit¬ 
tance.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— Monday  evening 
last  (8th  inst.)  was  a  pleasant  one  at  the  above  club  it  being 
the  occasion  of  a  visit  from  the  South  London  clubs.  At 
roll  call  eleven  clubs  answered  ;  and  shortly  after  a  contin¬ 
gent  who  had  been  rendering  good  service  at  a  concert  in 
aid  of  a  distressed  brother,  including  Mr.  Wall,  of  the 
Central ;  Mr.  Conn,  of  the  Bermondsey  ;  and  several  well- 
known  anglers  from  other  clubs,  brought  up  the  total  to 
fourteen.  The  Blackfriars  thank  those  clubs  for  their  at¬ 
tendance  and  support.  Wednesday  evening  was  a  busy 
night.  All  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected 
with  the  exception  of  chairman,  who  will  be  eiected  next 
meeting  night,  when  all  the  names  will  be  given.  The 
annual  supper  will  take  place  at  the  club-house  on  Wednes¬ 
day  next,  17th  inst,,  7.30.  Tickets  2s.  6d.  Early  application 
for  tickets  requested,  as  we  hope  to  show  our  host  and 
treasurer  what  we  can  do  when  we  like.  Concert  at  nine, 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  Anglers  and  friends  invited. 
Large  room.  All  seats  free.  Poorest  the  most  welcome.— 
G.  II.  Howard,  hon.  sec.  pro  tern. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose  and 
Crown.  Broad-street,  Bloosmbury,  W.C.— I  beg  to  remind 
all  members  and  friends  that  the  annual  supper  will  take 
place  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury 
W.C..  not  at  the  Sun  Tavern,  as  stated  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  A.  Wilshaw  has  been  elected  as 
chairman.  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  after 
the  supper.— J.  Small,  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S.W.— Our  annual  dinner  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  C.  Brown  in  the  chair  and 
Mr.  Rag  in  the  vice.  A  very  substantial  repast  was  put  on 
the  table  by  our  energetic  host,  Mr.  Fincham.  During  the 
evening  the  list  of  prize-winners  for  last  season  was  read 
over,  and  the  usual  toasts  drunk,  also  eighteen  of  our 
members  and  friends  offered  prizes  to  start  the  list  for  the 
coming  season.  A  very  amusing  entertainment  was  given 
us  by  Mr.  Harry  Woods,  the  ventriloquist.  The  club  prizes 
won  last  season  were :  Mr.  Ducker,  second  gross  weight- 
Mr.  C.  Brown,  largest  specimen  roach ;  Mr.  Cecil,  largest 
specimen  bream ;  Mr.  F.  Briggs,  largest  specimen  tench  • 
and  Mr.  E.  Briggs,  largest  specimen  jack.  Thirty  private 
prizes  were  open  to  be  fished  for  but  only  twenty-four  won 
by  the  following  members:  Mr.  E.  Briggs,  seven:  Mr 
Avis,  four ;  Mr.  Roach,  four ;  Mr.  Brown,  three ;  Mr.  F* 
Briggs,  two  ;  Mr.  Williams,  two  ;  Mr.  Ducker,  one  ;  and 
Mr.  Sander,  one. — H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.  —  We  intend  holding  a 
smoking  concert  on  Tuesday  next,  June  16,  the  opening 
day  of  the  season,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any 
brother  anglers  with  us  who  think  fit  to  honour  us  with  a 
call.  Will  our  absent  members  kindly  hurry  up  and 
oualify  for  their  new  season  privilege  tickets  ?-T. 
Hawkes,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  the  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross.— A  select  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  21,  in  our  large  and  comfortable  club- 
room,  for  the  benefit  of  our  respected  chairman,  Mr.  Percy 
Brierly,  who  has  been  seriously  ill  for  a  considerable  time 
and  therefore  unable  to  follow  his  employment.  Chair 
taken  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp,  when  any  of  our  angling  friends 
who  may  favour  us  with  a  call  will  be  heartily  welcomed 
— C.  Roberts,  hon  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Wednesday  last  we  had  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  when  a  first-class 
spread  was  put  on  the  table  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr  j 
Norman.  The  following  gentlemen  were  the  principai 
prize-winners:  Mr,  I3oxall,  gross  weight  jack,  specimen 


jack,  and  most  weekly  shows ;  Mr.  King,  gross  weight, 
roach,  and  silver  cup  ditto,  also  for  largest  roach  after 
November  23;  Mr.  W.  White,  gross  weight  all  fish,  gross 
weight  bream,  and  specimen  perch;  Mr.  A.  Chapman 
jun.,  specimen  bream  ;  Mr.  A.  Fitter,  specimen  dace.  Mr. 
Shires,  season  ticket, .  Wblsh  Harp;  Mr.  Sharp,  gross 
weight  roach,  from  Windsor,  and  largest  roach  (season) ; 
Mr.  Leslie,  largest  chub,  and  a  number  of  other  prizes  too 
numerous  to  mention.  During  the  evening  a  large  number 
of  prizes  were  promised  for  the  forthcoming  season.  The 
toast  of  ‘The  Visitors  ”  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Weever 
of  the  North-Western  A.S.,  and  Mr.  Jennings,  of  the 
Bostonians,  and  “  The  Press  ”  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  North 
n  c  stern  Gazette,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  passed. 
Members  will  oblige  by  giving  in  their  names  for  privilege 
tickets  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  I  can  have  them  ready 
for  them  in  time  for  the  opening  season.— E.  T.  White 
secretary. 

Causton  Angling  Society.  —  Coffee  Pot  Tavern, 
W arwick-lane,  City— Monday,  June  8,  Mr.  Harry  Dunn 
in  the  chair,  meeting  good,  membership  increased.  The  rule 
committee  submitted  a  new  code  of  rules  which  was  unani- 
mously  adopted.  The  date  of  the  first  competition  for  this 
season,  for  specimen  fish  only,  will  be  announced  next  week 
A  general  piscatorial  discussion,  interluded  with  excellent 
musm,  vocaHy  and  instrumentally  ensued;  and  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  a  very  pleasant  meeting 
was  brought  to  a  close.  The  Causton  A.S.,  will  be  pleased 
to  welcome  members  of  other  kindred  societies  any  Mon¬ 
day  evening  at  8.30.— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 
A  well-attended  meeting  of  the  Pulboro’ Competition  Com¬ 
mittee  was  held  at  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville  (which  is  to  be 
held  at  the  Central  Fishery,  on  July  12.)  Several  important 
detaiis  and  arrangements  were  satisfactorily  settled,  and 
the  following  prizes  were  promised  :  -Mr.  Page  Wood,  of 
High-street,  Huntingdon,  an  angler’s  hook  book  (fitted) ; 
Messrs.  F  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  telescopic  landing  stick 
and  net ;  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr.  L.  Fountain, 
fly -rod;  Mr.  J.  Cuthbert,  odds  and  evens,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr. 
olaughter,  photograph  of  winner.  The  next  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  at  Mr.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Gos well-road,  on  Wednesday,  June  17,  at  8.30  p.m. ;  all 
rrienas  interested  are  urgently  invite  to  bo  present  to 
arrange  the  prize-list,  and  decide  on  the  local  details. 
.Books  of  ten  tickets  will  be  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
various  clubs  enrolled,  and  any  further  tickets  will  be  sent 
on  application.  At  a  preliminary  general  committee 
meeting  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  the  secretary,  Mr.  G. 
Howard  was  duly  enrolled  after  an  inspection  of  their 
rules,  See.  The  following  important  railway  concession 
was  readto  the  committee:  “South  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
J?aiiy-— Wlth  reference^  to  your  application  for  further 
facilities  on  this  line,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  in  future 
anglers  tickets  issued  by  this  line,  will  be  issued  by  anv 
train  on  Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday,  and  be  available 
to  return  by  any  train  up  to  and  including  the  Monday 
following.  —  Y  ours  faithfully,  G.  Whately.”  All  com¬ 
munications  for  the  above  association  should  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  Wade,  39,  Thorburn-square,  Bermondsey 
Clerkenwell  and  District  United.-A  visit  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Barbican  Angling 
Society  on  Monday  evening,  the  following  seventeen 
societies  being  represented  :  Lincoln,  St.  John’s,  Barbican, 
Crown  and  Buckland.City  of  London,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltomans  Islington  Bros.,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma 
Hoxton  Brothers,  Isaac  Walton,  Allason  United,  Alex- 
andra,  1  atrio tic,  North  London,  and  Clerkenwell  Pisca- 
tonals.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell 
Green.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

C0“vi.y*al  An,gli“S  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 

fnr  h„1Hflrf°a#VTThe-i0llowlIigis  the  result  of  the  draw 
Mr  1  v  ,wid9w  and,fl';e  children  of  the  late 

Mr.  John  Nash:— 622,  handsome  shade  of  fruit ;  1  668  silver 
set  of  earrings  and  broach;  1,172  jack  fishing  rod  ;  1,493,  case 
of  fish,  1,64/  lady  s  silk  handkerchief ;  270,  gent’s  silver 
mounted  walking  stick  ;  221,  silver  plated  butter  dish  ;  173 

^261  t°pZneuniU-PiS  s7idiSaiAC-erS ;  V11’  Pair  ?f  handsome  vases; 
L26L  tea-pot ,  1,871,  landing-net  and  stick  ;  189,  fishing'can  ; 

1/64,  winch  and  line;  297,  fishing  reel  (furnished);  762  half 
dozen  knives  and  forks.  Prizes  can  be  had  on  any 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  above,  on  production  of  tickets. 

1  hanking  those  clubs  who  kindly  supported  this  verv  dis¬ 
tressing  case.-P.  Juchan.  '  Q‘s 

T,  Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  -Wales  Hotel. 
Mr  h<iP  S'rr°  Q-b  ^  --.Meeting  of  above  club  held  Juno  10, 
Mr.  K  J.  Sidney  in  the  chair.  Mr.  H.  Stallibrass  was 
elected  an  active  member  of  this  club.  Several  of  our 

takeii  haVC  bCCn  °Ut’  but  n°  seasonable  Ash  have  been 

E,aflc  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham.- 

Tnesdflv11  ?*.e®fclng  of  thi,s  society  was  held  on 

iuesdaj,  June  2,  which  was  well  attended.  Mr  W 

chab-gfeMrW’u0nn  u  aOUr  vice-presidents,  occupied  the 
cfiair.  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway  was  again  unanimouslv  re- 
elected  president;  Messrs.  Haslewood,  Dwyer,  Stnng- 
a  ’  anck  Kldcr  w?re  elected  vice-presidents  ;  Messrs. 
Pnnn1hreVrBaynt0nJ  Predo>  Dicksee,  Graham,  Bennett, 
Coombs,  House,  and  Longfellow  were  elected  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  Mr.  1.  F.  Barlow  was  re-elected  hon.  sec.  and 

w?fhSU/nri'  T  le  irei\lsl0P.  of  the  rules  was  then  proceeded 
with  and  severa  alterations  were  made,  the  most  impor- 

from^Singu?9n-Ule  \  Wueire}o-  the  size  of  Pike  is  increased 
car"?  Inin  ’  barbel,  13m.  to  14in. ;  bream,  chub,  and 

HaPP’  c°-  ’  +°  ’  ?erch  and  roach.  7in.  to  8in. ;  rudd  and 

dace,  6in.  to  7in.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 

pre?eTdffigi°lT  F6  BC1hnonTec  *  WhiCh  he  conducted  the 

street3* S°i^e}y’  FnKs  Head-  Swinton- 
street,  King  s  Cross.— On  Wednesday,  June  3,  we  had  our 

annua1  distribution  of  prizes,  which  was  a  jolly  evening 
our  club-room  being  crammed.  Thanking  all  brother 
aiWkrd3  for  their  kind  attention.-R.  Neall,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreffitdh.— The  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 

^a?mifbmS,K  %ere  was  agood  show,  close  on  £70  worth 
was  delivered  to  the  various  winners.  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts 

for  nrUc«Cf?rriL  The  m.embers  responded  well  to  his  appeal 
„f0  Phc  coming  season  ;  close  on  £50  worth  was 
a  g0?d  start-  We  °Pen  the  season  by 
going  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  on  the  22nd,  for  prizes.  I  exnect 

thcvgc°anUv?bhra0HC0mp^t®'  The  Privilege-cards  are  ready  ; 
2“  be  had  by  applying  to  the  secretary  at  the  club¬ 
house,  on  Tuesday  next.— R.  MuRPny 

Grange  Angling  Society.-The  fortnightly  meeting 

thtS chair  0  Mr  F4tW  i,I?stant-  Mr-  H-,  C.  Curley  occupied 
1 •  Mr’  Wolland  was  nominated  by  Mr.  F.  W. 

/  .as  a n  ac G ve  m c m be r,  and  w ill  be  balloted  for  at 
the  next  meeting.  The  chief  business  of  the  evening  was 


to  arrange  the  annual  outing  and  dinner.  It  was  decided 
to  go  to  Yalding  at  the  end  of  the  present  month.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  next  meeting  to 
Anally  settle  arrangements.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Curley  for  presiding  closed  the  proceedings.— W.  H. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— This  society 
commences,  on  the  18th  inst.,  the  first  of  a  series  of  bottom 
matches,  which  last  until  the  middle  of  September.  Seven 
in  all  will  be  held,  and  some  capital  prizes  have  been 
offered  by  members  and  friends.  The  conditions  for  fishing 
the  I  oulsham  Challenge  Cup  have  been  confirmed,  and 
the  cup  will,  as  heretofore,  cause  considerable  interest. 
At  our  usual  Tuesday  meeting,  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins  in  the  vice,  and  a  good  attendance 
ol  members,  we  made  seven  new  members,  and  two 
others  were  proposed.  Taken  altogether  we  hope  to  have 
a  prosperous  season.  Visiting  anglers  cannot  do  better 
than  pay  us  a  visit,  and  any  information  will  be  readily 
given.— Wm.  Kirby,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  members  of  this 
society  are  quite  representative  of  all  kinds  of  angling. 
Among  its  members  are  the  champion  roach  fisher  of 
England,  some  good  pike  and  perch  anglers,  many  who  go 
out  on  the  briny  and  come  home  laden,  a  large  number  of 
«  r,ouad  men,  and  last,  but  not  least,  some  good  devotees 
of  the  higher  branch  of  the  angler’s  art,  that  of  fly-fishing. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  last  Tuesday,  Dr.  Brunton  reported 
having  caught  two  trout  with  a  fly,  one  of  which  weighed 
5r“-’and  the  other  541b.  Mr.  Young  exhibited  five  trout, 
Mr.  I  letcher  three,  and  Mr.  Moller  six,  while  Mr.  Tayler, 
the  secretary,  wound  up  with  thirty-two  very  pretty  brook 
trout  in  fine  condition,  the  largest  weighing  lib.,  and  the  • 
whole  averaging  something  over  £lb.  The  toast  of  “The 
■Successful  Anglers  ”  was  duly  proposed  and  replied  to, 
and  the  secretary  was  highly  complimented  on  his  achieve- 
me«  VyT,°.xt  Tuesday  (the  16th)  there  will  be  a  discussion 
on  fly-fishing  and  tackle,  commencing  at  eight  o’clock, 
when  angling  friends  are  invited. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Seven  Sisters-road,  Finsbury.  —  On  the  5th  inst.,  the 
aaaa.a  distribution  of  prizes  for  the  past  season  were 
distributed  at  our  new  quarters,  the  Hornsey  Wood 
1  avern,  Finsbury  Park  (proprietor  H.  F.  Foale).  A  goodly 
number  of  members  and  friends  assembled,  and  many 
valuable  prizes  were  handed  over  by  the  president,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Wheatley,  and  among  the  recipients,  the  most 
prominent  were  Mr.  Temple,  Mr.  Wymer,  Mr.  Rutherford, 
Mr.  Westrupp,  and  Mr.  Gardnier.  Many  good  prizes 
stand  ovnr  till  next  season  with  additional  ones  lately 
given.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  enrolling  three  new  mem¬ 
bers,  and  gentlemen  residing  in  the  North  of  London  and 
desirous  of  joining  us  will  please  apply  tome  as  above,  when 
full  particulars  will  be  furnished  without  delay.  On  the 
/  th  inst.,  Mr.  Gardnier  exhibited  a  pretty  trout  scaling 
nearly  21b.,  which  he  captured  in  private  waters  the  same 
day,  also  an  eel  weighing  3jlb.— J.  T.  Griffiths,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  —  The  mem¬ 
bers  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  16, 
to  aiTange  for  the  season  prizes,  annual  dinner,  and 
other  important  business.  Privileges  will  be  ready  for 
delivery.  The  members  have  voted  ten  shillings  and  six¬ 
pence  to  the  fund  being  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widow  and  family  of  the  late  J.  T.  Camm.— R.  Ghurney, 
sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 

Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W. — Will  the  members, 
aCLn<JuaiT  ?nd  wprking,  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible, 
whether  they  wish  me  to  get  their  privilege  tickets  fornext 
season  which  is  now  fast  approaching.— Snap. 

Islington  Angling  Society,  Jubilee  House,  Hornsey 
Kise,  N.—  l  here  will  be  a  special  general  meeting  of  the 
above  society  on  Monday,  June  29,  at  8  p.m.,  to  further 
consider  the  auditors’  report.  It  is  hoped  as  many  mem¬ 
bers  as  can  possibly  do  so  will  attend  that  evening. — 
Claude  H.  Kennett,  hon.  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose, 
Popham-road.— On  Thursday,  the  4th  inst.,  the  delegate’s 
report  was  duly  received.  Members  wishing  to  have  their 
privilege  tickets  must  apply  for  them  as  early  as  possible, 
we  have  room  for  a  few  more  members,  honorary  or 
working.— J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izank  Walton  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  last  Mr.  G.  Manning  addressed  the  meeting,  giving  his 
experiences  of  the  river  Lea,  stating  whv  anglers  were  not 
so  successful  at  the  present  time  as  in  the  past.  The 
lecture  was  very  interesting,  and  was  listened  to  with 
much  attention  by  all  present.  At  the  conclusion,  a  cordial 
vote  ot  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Manning  for  his  kind- 
i.  '  bas  been  enjoying  himself  amongst 

the  brook  trout  in  Devonshire;  many  of  them  exceeded  lib. 
in  weight,  and  were  in  splendid  condition.  As  previously 
announced,  the  members  will  compete  for  four  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  17th  inst.,  at  Harlow,  also  for 
tour  ditto  at  Amberly  on  21st  inst.  Particulars  and  con¬ 
ditions  can  be  had  at  the  club-house. -H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello,  Kensal-road.- 
ine  iourth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the 
above  society  took  place  at  the  club-house,  on  June  4,  when 
thirty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  substantial  re¬ 
past,  provided  by  our  worthy  host  and  treasurer,  Mr. 
reookharn.  In  the  absence  through  indisposition  of  Mr. 
W’  L.L.L.,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  James,  the  vice- 
9.  by  Mr.  Denvil.  On  the  tables  being  cleared  the 
ni!»  «,  lon  of  P.ri,zes.  won  during  the  past  season  took 
place,  the  successful  winners  being  the  Brothers  E.  and  H. 

9nre?U^‘,  Wright,  Beales,  Dunham,  Tomkins, 
Brown,  Wheeler,  \\  alker,  and  Ide.  Prizes  to  the  amount 
a  ffeigtlu  guineas  were  announced  for  the  ensuing  season. 
Arter  the  toast  of  success  to  our  society  was  given  by  Mr. 
fv?.n Vi?i  ‘Yld  responded  to  by  the  secretary,  who  stated  that 
the  books  showed  that  the  society  wasinamore  flourish- 
mg  condition  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  harmony  was 
indulged  in  until  a  late  hour.  Members  are  requested  to 
order  their  privilege  and  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Gckets,  so  as  to  have  them  by  the  15th,  as  time  is  getting 
Y,1?1  v,  Any  gentlemen  desirous  of  joiningan  angling  society 
we  shall  be  happy  to  see  them  any  Tuesday  evening. — A, 
luEj  sec. 

Lake.fng?jAg  Association.-At  a  general 
w  held  at;  the  Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  Shepherd’s 
i  °n  ,Gle  5th  inst.,  Mr.  Alfred  Love  was  unan- 
mously  elected  as  president,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  L.  S.  Fountaine, 
^bo,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  C.  Benwell  and  some 
®lgbt  other  members  have  lately  retired  and  started 
another  fishing  club  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  in 
consequence  of  the  association  having  determined,  at  a 
general  meeting,  that  honorary  members  should  have  rail¬ 
way  privilege  tickets  at  the  reduced  rate  as  issued.  Our 
Honorary  members  up  to  date  number  sixty-f  jur,  and  fishing 
■  three.  Four  fishing  members  were 
elected  at  the  meeting,  and  other  names  mentioned  for 
f  rid  ay  next,  when  all  members  are  ipvited  to  attend.  For 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 


”°be  V'i”C',l  „fS^TSShle“ryl'Bo£5nw  ttelioart  o°( 

continue  the  work  for  thTCn  conclusion  the  chairman  re- 

from  the  sale  otticKera  ia»bj  It  wag  agreed  to 

balance  gfcreSy  not  to  allow  the  passing 

rrl“SsSs«; 

SJSTS  Pile  «*S,,1’fth  SbMa?rci;“dtSe6mh  Sf 

June,  and  roach  from ,  »  Although  the  above  is  not 

June,  both  days  inclusive,  .f/hcthfnendof  the  wedge 
a  very  great  undertak  g,  ab0ut  many  reforms  that 

a^^ed6dnto^brtag1timtangl^^aprospectsy  in  Leicester¬ 
shire.— H.  Copeland.  the  Metropolitan,  Win 

v^^^ert^pStfnvme^oad.-On  Wednesday  last  we 

SS^SSSSSSm^ 

Sl&iiXgW  flrlffiy  of  the  se,8on.-W. 
Watuno,  sec.  Association.— At  our  meeting  last 

ree-S^iCJraat hSt hain!td<fa ilip MticuieaCrsdof which  wifi 

be^entSto  el.cj^ui^'i^^P^  ^yC^^gra^j]^Sn^)t 

tench  put  “to  ^e  Knowsleywaterwnig no^ ^  •  for(J 
particularly  4qu«tedta ireturm any '  ttot  maybe  taken  up 

£stS^ 

71b- of  tra°Vh^“eeSl!  saw  af  ter  his  return  at  night,  and  a 
illb.,  and  this  creell  saw  ice  Mr  Jeffreys  says  s0  keen 

very  nice  lot  of _hsh  tney  '  c  hg  got one  every  swim, 
were  the  trout  for  the  ^orm  tbe  water,  and  knows 

But  then  Mr.  J.  knew  every  inch  oitne  v  coloured 

the  exact  spot  Yh^,trfriend  J  and  more  power  to  your 

35":  *  “ '» “■  "-«k- 

150,  West  Derby -road,  R  ,P  year,  the  prizes 

formed  at  the  commencem  which  took  place  at 

which  were  wonat  our  first _match,  ^  to  the  fol- 

theVyrnwy  on  Whit  Monday,  were  a^t.ful  cagp  q{  birds> 
to  the  amount,  of  ten  shillings,  preseniyu^^^^  ^  .n 

Segar,  sec.  and  Brav  Thames  Angling 

Maidenhead,  Cookham.  ana  Bray^m  ^  ^  g  pial 

Association.-Only  discussion  o  Qn  Tuesday 

general  wasadjourned  till  Monday,  the 

attendance  of  member^  CM  .  R^c^ty  Mifcre  Tavern, 

I "£V« reel •  ^ 

minster  Bridge-' road ^  Scrolled  three  honorary  members 

on  June  o  and  7,  and  d  y  cnr  w  Hambling).  I  also 

(Messrs.  F.  Roe,  E.  Burton,  two  monthly  prizes 

have  to  record  one  yearly  Sraamed  being  for  the  open¬ 
being  presented,  the  <  re-elected  our  delegates 

ing  of  the  season.  Wc  also  re roiecee  &  Roe  and  E. 

for  the  Anglers  Association  L  -  L.  weighable 

Rowles).  The  following  are  the  sizes  or  n  s  g. 

in  this  society:- Jack,  finvPer0^ ;  dace,  Tin. ;  chub, 
barbel,  loin.;  rudd,  8in. ,  g  >  t“ach  loin. ;  gudgeon,  oin. 
12in.  ;  Weam 12m.  J  W fer  that  the  15th  inst.  is  draw- 
iS|±.”»iSn  «a?Pnege  ticket  ma,  be  taken  up.- 

AnelinK  Club,  Tap  House.  Holloway- 
North  London  Angnng^  ^  j  on  Wednesday,  when 
road,  Highbury.— We  me  •  Pissey,  treasurer; 

Mr.  Hayles  was  elected  president ,  -  wishing  for 

Si  the  undcrsignett  eecretarP  Mi itnbe 

K“Sh‘£  haSuc“hem  to?  the  opcni„g.-W.  Stretch. 

yearl/ropi*"  t^^mbe^andTiS^rclent  ZK moll 

a  good  number  of  members  Weaver,  our  secretary, 

S,YthJw5rtS  S»  wherein  he  stated  that  >ve 


during  the  coming  season.  The  prizes  were  presented  by  Mr. 
p'  Roper.  The  following  gentlemen  were  the  winners . 

Messrs  Schutz.  Plumpton,  Billings,  Pritchard,  Hart, 
Baganot  Underwood,  Ac.  Members  are  requested  to  attencl 
next  Thursday  to  arrange  the  prizes  and  transact  other  busi¬ 
ness  The  nexl  return  visit  onCentral  Association  will  take 
place  on  Monday  next  at  tho  above  house  at  8.30  P.m., 
when  anv  gentleman  that  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend 
will  be  wefcome  Our  secretary  found  a  landing  net  and 
handle  at  the  Welsh  Harp.  Any  gentleman  applying  for 
same  can  receive  it  any  meeting  night.— L.  R-  »•  _ 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  1  russia, 
Bcvenden -street,  Hoxton.-On  Thursday,  the  4th  inst.,  we 
held  our  annual  supper  at  the  above  address,  when 
twenty-four  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  very  good 
repast!  After  the  tables  were  cleared,  harmony  succeeded. 

Original'  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Green  Man, 
fnmhridge-road.  East.— At  a  special  meeting  on  June  4, 

Mr  M  Dymond  in  the  chair,  it  was  decided  that  the  ten 
special  prizes  not  won  last  season  be  fished  for  on  July  5,  at 
Dagenham  Lake,  and  the  prizes  to  be  given  to  the  winners 
on  the  Thursday  night  following.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
the  £5  18s  not  won  for  last  season  s  annual  prizes,  be  as 
follows ‘-£1 18s.  for  the  “Widow’s  Mite”  Fund  and  £1  to 
increase  our  annual  prizes  for  t his  season .  Our  annua^ 
dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Pied  Bull,  tot.  Margarets,  on 

J ’original  N^rSSmbcth  Angling  Society,  the  Web 

At^^r  ’i^etibg'oneti1e^libUinak’we1h^^th™  pleasure  of 
nominating  two  gentlemen  as  honorary,  and  one  as  work 
fnTmemblrs  On  the  14th  inst.  we  have  some  very  im- 
portant  business  to  discuss,  and  I  hope  all  ^  members 
will  make  a  point  of  being  present  early.— J.  Mann,  sec. 

IsrB&hr «ssHfls,s^ tra 

ST "oS?‘  M  S.MS  S&ler^ente 
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91  of  nf  the  Anchor. — A.  Gr.  Duke,  sec. 

”  Pkrenlx  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
v  yy  —The  twenty-first  anniversary  dinner  of  the  aboi  e 
society  took  place  on  the  2nd  inst.,  when  about  thirty  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  sat  down  and  did  justice  to  a  splendid 
spread  provided  by  our  new  host,  Mr.  Ben  Forster,  Mrs. 
Enrster  and  her  sister,  and  the  way  in  which  their  healths 
were  drunk  showed  that  we  appreciated  their  endeavours 
to  make  us  so  comfortable  on  this  occasion,  and  the 
presents  for  our  welfare  in  the  future.  About  £20  worth 
of  nrizes  were  promised  us  for  the  next  season  which  will 
he  largely  increased  in  a  week  or  two  s  time.  Ihe  secretary 
fnr  a  grand  ovation,  for  which  I  thank  one  and  all. 

Mr  Berry  Da?is  "of  tie  Woi’ Western  Gazette)  occupied 
fhe‘  chair  Mr.  Heelas,  vice.  Some  capital  songs  were 
rendered  and  prizes  taken  by  Messrs.  Mares,  Boyce,  Scott, 
Morgan  the  Bros.  Dove,  Holman,  Milton,  Reed,  Elbourn, 
Foster  ’Forster,  Raymond,  Margetts,  Jennings  (of  the 
Romans)  and  a  host  of  others,  and  everything  kept 
going  as  merrily  as  a  marriage  bell  till  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  eight  new  members  were 
morning.  outing  will  take  place  on  June  21,  by 

enrolled,  r lhe  brat ^outing  wn  ^  by  ^  Little,  forseveral 

vIlufable  prLes,dto  be  fished  for  at  Colnbrook,  starting  from 
tv»o  pinh  house  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  All  mem- 
hem  Lrefequlsted  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  tickets  and  new  book  of  rules,  as  several  alterations 

haprince  TrthurWpiEscatSll?CGolborne-road,  North 
Kensington.— The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  Wednesday,  June  3,  when  about  forty  mem 
he°s  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  repast,  which  was 
provided  and  ably  served  by  our  M  r. 

S)rahamsM]  Th^dfstributiTO  of  prizes  was  proceeded  with 

success* "(f t’he^society^vas Responded  to  b^the  secretary 
Mr  Harris  who  gave  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
^ogress  of’ the  society  during  the  past  year.  The  follow- 
?I2ggentlemen  contributed  some  first-rate  singing,  and 
nl?o  added  to  our  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  year  .  Messrs, 
also  aauea  w  y  rnoid  ciewley.  Tipper,  Booth,  and 

m,hersawh’ich  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close  with 
£7  to  compete  for  next  season.  Members  will  please  attend 
on  Wednesday  next,  to  make  special  arrangements  for  a 

°pIni!iceJof  WalesRAngUng  Society,  the  Globe,  Lissom 
grov^-The  return  visit  of  the  above  society  will  take 

please* accept "thi" as^hdn ° ^MemlMMra^jf  the  above 
are  reminded  that  the 

Ca^inedSunalngiinga Society,  Horse  Shoe  and  Magpie, 
Rising  Sun  ^gnns  oo^cU^A  gpecial  meeting  of 

?hLsoc\ety  ’wm  beheld  on  Wednesday  next  for  the  trans- 

thissocietj  win  b^ness.  Members  are  requested  to 

eltlalce  fie,  one  shilling.  Contributions,  threepence  per 

barbel,  1 1.  >  •  •  w-j™jey  three  prizes,  including  second 

SS.- ^e?g'hkb»d  sp»fe  roachf  »» 

Pfm  life  ,STr«  b  weS'ht  ,bii.  a“e 

prizes,  including  third  fc  prizges;  T.  Hill,  four  prizes  : 

prizes  Lam berton,  sen.,  but  i  lifting  two  prizes;  J. 
W-  Tidmarsh.  three  prizes  J -  ^ R  ol  thl  prize  list 
Davis,  two  prizes  H.  Stovold,  one  pr  chairniaR  was 

being  opened  for  the  coming  seas  n,  ^  fche  yaluo  of  £30. 
kept  busy  fall  he  had  booked  p  -  return  thanks  for  the 
On  behalf  of  the  ab0YfTMl“l“  thi=i  occasion.  Any  gentleman 

kind  support  we  received  on  Qt  dp  better  thau  j0in 

wishing  to  join  a  SU0(i®ccie :  y  junel0,  Mr.  Lamberton, 
the  Rodney.  -^^ou.r  !?^eefm.  gfhc  ensuing  month,  also 

sen.,  was  elected  chairman  f orchil  t0 

Messrs.  W.  Nayjo  ,  .  elt  >  competition  will  take 

arrange  the  prize  list,  u  Members  wishing  to  com- 

place  wiU  obUgrbyHinS^ng^he1^ ^fcreUry'at  once.  I 


Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope  Tavern, 
Tottenham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— Our  smoker 
and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the  •>rd  inst., 
which  was  a  complete  success.  Messrs.  Chart,  \V  ebbu  , 
Hewitt,  Hughes,  Holden,  &c.,  being  amongst  the  most 
fortunate,  but  nearly  every  member  had  a  prize,  every¬ 
thing  passed  off  in  first-rate  style,  and  we  commenced  the 
prize  list  with  a  long  list  of  donors.  I  beg  to  inform  mem¬ 
bers  that  the  privilege  tickets  are  now  ready.  J).  L. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 

North  Bow. — On  June  9,  we  held  a  special  general  meeting, 
when  it  was  determined  to  raise  the  number  of  working 
membersfrom  twenty-five  to  an  unlimited  number,  also  that 
we  receive  honorary  members  at  5s.  (exclusive  of  privilege 
ticket)  per  annum.  1  am  sorry  to  say  our  old  secretary, 

Mr.  Jones,  has  resigned  through  pressure  of  business,  in 
his  place  your  humble  servant  was  elected.  A.  Barclay, 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  tho  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.— The  members  of  this  society 
will  have  their  annual  dinner  at  tho  Black  Dog  and  Duck 
Inn,  Bury,  Pulborough,  on  the  14th  inst.,  any  brother 
angler  travelling  that  way  on  date  named  will  be  i  cry 
welcome  at  the  table.  We  go  by  the  Aldridge  Excursion 
train  from  London  Bridge,  and  return  per  ditto.  Members 
will  be  good  enough  to  meet  at  the  station  early,  as  wo 
shall  have  a  carriage  to  ourselves.-J.  Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  .L,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road. — On  Tuesday  last,  a  very  importan  t 
letter  was  read  before  the  members.  All  members  will 
greatly  oblige  by  attending  next  Tuesday  to  consider  this 
letter.  The  two  gentleman  referred  to  will  also  oblige  by 
attending  on  Tuesday  next.  All  members  wishing  for 
privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by  sending  name,  Ac.  b.  R. 

C  Silver0  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— C)n  Tuesday  last  our  annual 
dinner  and  .distribution  of  prizeR  took  placc.  t 
being  occupied  by  our  president,  Mr.  Kelly,  faced  by  our 
vice-president,  Mr.  F.  Griffin.  The  good  things  provided 
for  us  bv  the  landlord  having  been  to  a  large  extent  dis 
posed  of,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  honoured,  and  then 
Mr.  Bassett  led  off  the  harmony  in  fine  style.  Mr.  Kelly, 
in  proposing  the  toast  of  ‘‘The  Silver  Trout  Angling 
Society,”  made  a  few  business-like  remarks,  hoping  that 
every  member  would  further  the  interests  of  the  society 
and  anglers  at  large  whenever  it  laid  in  his  power.  In 
responding,  the  secretary  read  the  report  for  the  past  year, 
which  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  strong  and  financially 
prosperous  condition.  The  gross  weight  of  fish  taken  was 
not  so  large  as  last  year,  being  about  5001b.,  as  against 
1  0301b.  last  year ;  but  this  was  accounted  for  by  the  state 
of  the  rivers  for  a  large  part  of  the  season  and  also  several 
of  our  members  being  away,  but  the  specimen  fish  we  . 
well  up  to  the  average,  Mr.  Massey  ha v mg  a  jack  of  82lb. , 

Mr.  O’Callaghan,  roach,  21b.  91oz.,  and  rudd,  21b.  4oz. ,  Mr. 
Phillips,  perch,  21b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  Collins,  bream,  51b.  3]oz. 

The  most  successful  of  the  several  outmgs  was  the  last  one, 
held  at  Moulsford,  everyone  having  fish  and  being  fully 
satisfied  with  all  the  arrangements.  We  have  revised  the 
rules,  the  most  important  alteration  being  the  abolition  of 
club  gross-weight  prizes,  substituting  a  prize  for  specimen 
fish  and  hoping  that  the  loss  of  quantities  of  shows  may  be 
counterbalanced  by  the  quality  of  fish  brought  up  into  the 
society’s  room.  Mr.  Kelly  then  distributed  the  prizes  as 

follows,  club  prizes  being  won  by  the  ggey^Hck  • 

Mr.  O’Callaghan,  gross  weight,  1601b. ,  Mr.  Massey,  jack  , 
Mr.  Phillips,  specimen  prize;  Mr.  Cherry,  tench,  Mr. 

Collins  bream.  Private  prizes  won  by  the  following  .  Mr. 

OCalla'ehan  first  prize;  Mr.  Phillips,  second.  Othei 
winners —  Messrs!  O’Cal’laghan  Clark,  Geale,  Jacobs, 
Williams,  Massey,  and  Smales.— Pelican. 

South  London  United.  Anglers  Visiting  List. 

A  visit  of  the  clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  list,  was  paid  to 

the  Walworth  Waltonians  on  the  9th,  when  the  following 
fourteen  societies  were  represented  :  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
a  nnhm*  and  HoDe  Angler’s  Pride,  South  London,  1  eckham 
Brothers  RodSey,  Blkckfriars,  St.  Georges,  North  Lam- 
Lf*th  m  ’  T hom as  s  Original  North  Lambeth,  Earlsfield, 
Waggons  and  WalwoHh  Waltonians.  Nextvisit  to  the 
Waggoners  on  the  30th.-A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society.-Secretaries  of 
clubs  and  friends  are  informed  that  the  above  society  has 
removed  to  the  Dun  Hprse  Tavern,  Kingsland-road,  E., 
where  all  communications  should  be  addressed.  1. 

G  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  14  Chatham  -  place, 
Brighton. — At  a  meeting  held  at  headquarters,  June  3, 
Mr?Henry  Griffith  weighed  in  a  beautiffil  salmon  caught 
hv  him  in  the  Naver,  Sutherlandshire,  weight  2olb.  Mi . 
Hill  is  off  on  Monday  to  his  “  happy  hunting-ground  for 
salmon  in  the  Emerald  Isle.-W.  F.  Booth,  hon.  sec. 

'  Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon 
17 a,. vh rross— We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  8th 
SkfK' Monies  in  toe  chafr,  faced  by  Mr.  Smith.  The 
nrevious  week’s  minutes  were  read  and  confirmed.  Mr. 
Petty  was  ballotted  for  and  elected.  It  was  proposed  by 
Mr  ^Skinner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Philips,  that  oui  fiist 
match  take  place  on  June  28 ;  conditions  to  follow.  1 .have 
thetickots  on  hand  for  the  Amberley  match  should  any 

member  require  them.  YVe  wanted  to  get  away  for  the 

Walworth  Waltonian  visit,  so  we  closed  the  book  earlj. 
The  next  visit  on  the  S.L.  U.V.L.  goes  to  this  society  on 
Tuesday.  June  30. — H.  C.,  hon.  sec.  ...  /-t 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association  Crown 
and  Woolpack,  St.  John’s-street,  N.— At  a  special  meeting 
of  the  above  society,  it  was  resolved,  with  a  view  to 
increase  the  numbers  and  growth  of  fish  in  our  rivers,  to 
further  the  interest  of  anglers,  and  to  place  angling  on  a 
more  sportsmanlike  footing  to  adopt  the  following  stands  rd 
weights  for  fish  :-Trout  from  the  Thames,  Lea,  oi  Co  ne, 
not  less  than  21b.,  from  any  other  river,  8oz. ,  grayling 
from  the  Thames,  Ub.,  any  other  river,  8oz. ;  chub  not  less 
than  lib.  8oz, ;  bream, not les=,  lib. 8oz.;  barbel,  nolljss,  -lb., 
jack  or  pike,  not  less,  21b.  8oz. ;  carp,  not  less,  lib. ;  tenon, 
not  less,  Ub. ;  perch,  not  less,  8oz. ;  roach,  not  less,  to/.. ,  dac  e, 
3oz  •  rudd,  loz.  Other  species,  except  gudgeon,  not  less 
than  4oz.— H.  P.  Isaac,  hon.  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hi.l- 
street  Walworth.— On  Wednesday  last,  June  10,  the  com¬ 
mittee  arranged  the  prize  list  for  ensuing  season,  which  v\  as 
submitted  to  the  ordinary  meeting  aRerward^  and  met 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction  from  all.  Mr.  William  11. 


gave  buc i»rv. »-• ;  —  , anil  that  we  had  balance  in 
were  in  a  very  fair  condition,  and  that  w  c  Wo  have 

S&g  a^oSSKSSSS  &  to  be  fished  for 


pete 


ope  all  memtei’s  will  be  present  on  June 
opinion  on  a  proposition  of  H.  Mitchell 
of  dates  for  weighing  in.— E.  1  yne. 


17 'to  give  their 
as  to  alteration 


Sargentl^s'proposed^an'd*  accepted. ”as  an  hon.  member 
anc?Mr.  William  Scott  and  Mr.  John  Pinder  vvere  hafiotel 
for  and  duly  elected  working  members  ,  Mr.  J-  Satchel  1 
was  proposed,  ballot  to  take  place  on  W ednesday  next. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers  Arms, 
Aldington-street,  New  North-road. -Our  anJ'iia.1°lLR?i? 
and  dinner  took  place  at  the  Three  Crowns,  M  atersheld, 
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BSdwa?astmtrfo^d-I  ^“5*  Socie^  Swan  Hotel, 

*m- for 

M^timer  streefrfvS1?.’  Bear  an<?  Rummer  Tavern, 
ing  June  3  we  p^mn?  dlS5'f qu<>rc-“0n  Wednesday  even- 

ESSSl{sf#P'3E€s 

trout,  61b  •  roach  21  h  •  eU.!!?rmV  ob-  8o^-;  Thames  or  Lea 
Es3„  of  New  lnn  -D.  W  EvIns "sec  memb°r’  J‘  EUerfcon- 

MmmMfsm 

mmimsm 

by  the  vice-president,  Mr  Martin  Perks  ?°3nen’-  secon^ed 

SaBsaif  eAw*fmeit  "KS  k  woSfr 

?£Snt?S,,i°J,SS  Association  to.-  the  pj“nt  TtoVj 

kS  -f£,y-  Ea,ri  Derp- 

S?  ciiS  ™ OMd1,XW“lnriw'  lMt  •  »“  Tajlo?  IS 

Mr.  Hallett  the  vice^hM^ ™«eL°rCCapied  the  chair,  and 
credit  upon  Mr.  King  the  landlord  reflected  great 
faction.  Music,  &c.f’commonced  at  830®  JnVTpry  sa,tls' 
tamment  altogether  wen*-  ,  ,;a7  ac.  s-du>  and  the  enter- 
everyone  agreeing  I. hit  n Z  !?  r  ■ 3  r 1  D/  from  llrst  to  last, 

success.— HfRicHARDS03^honf&ec.had  Pr°V°d  a  genuina 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[June  13,  1891. 


Adds 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

shauld^send  aw^cardTnth^'nr  forms  and  envelopes 
Gi2sr™,  St  Duns, ant  gogl, ‘toSt™ 

To  flnJ!rt°f  Hif!1  Water  in  the  Thames. 

( 55  min.  for  Kew. 

^  >»  .»  Richmond. 

Add-,'80  „  „  Twicken- 

ver^lUlnZSer^XSMt^  the  Ui° 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 
Saturday,  June  13  Morning.  Evening 

Sunday,  „  u'.'.Y. 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Tnursday, 

Friday, 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

*>  ..  Putney. 

>>  „  Hammer- 

smith. 

.50  ..  ..  Barnes. 


nn  E-,n! 3?™  3 °FRT- ~¥ r-  Go°W°  Woods,  of  East  Molesey 

Thif  is^notyhm-3LnTnm  a  trout.of  41b-  atthe  back  Weir. 
f*}1®,  •  an°ltlei  Sood  old  name  in  connection  with  trout 

fame.  William  Milbourne,  says  “The  cold  east 
plenty  of  %fls§/’lte  Stopped  the  trout  flshing-,  hut  there  are 
SHEPPERTON-George  Boscwell,  writing  at  the  middle  of 

r • ono  CIb- i2oz-  ■ 

T„bJ^NE8i~]V,I.r-  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  Clapham 
Society,  fishing  with  John  Keen,  jun. 
UnSrdm.f'  caUfgh  L  a  very  handsome  trout  of  71b. 
Upper  Thames.— The  weather  at  last  is  deigning  to 
be  summer-hke,  and  the  pleasure-boats,  butterfly-like  are 
beginning  to  flit  about.  Not  anything  of  note  has  been 

cafihJnrtaruUtdKUring  the  Past  week-  the  only  fish  of  fah 
calibre  taken  being  one  of  511b.,  by  Mr.  Nicholls  under 
Quarry  Mood,  near  Marlow.  In  my  last  I  reported  the 

dfstidct  °iah1fdbthe°Ut’  by  M.r/ Sturges.in  the  Medmcnham 
im.Ju  J  ,had  the  news  on  the  very  best  autboritv  but  T 
ti?eVf  lefa.F  t,b°re  1S  a  doubt  in  the  matter,  but  I  shafi  glean 
onlns [^  afcnd1-fsttL°n'  f°n-  Juesd.ay  next  the  coarse  fishing 
wPeeds  asvei  !  18  m  Pri"le  all-round  trim,  and  the 

ro«h  a?drohn“iM0At“  WB^I"  Sp0rt  n,ay  a“™e  ™ld 

(chertsey).— I  have  to  record  the  capture  of 
if  iim!  OWin"  trout-  at  Chertsey  Weir :  Mr.  Tom  Dyer  one 

of  7lbb;  Mr  °Oen0rf^p'i  Mr‘  Fred  P^F’  one  of  7|lb.  and  one 
been  lost  Vnd  ?  ,g  /  i  lner’  one  °P81b-  Three  others  have 
(like  all  hYY’J Je;?reF  t0.  say>  onc  broke  away  with  tackle 
river  keeper  ’  a  leviathan>— A-  E.  Armstrong,  hon. 

hoTbame,S,  (Windsor).— Up  to  time  of  writing  there  has 
round  tn°aldhnJrth  eaSt.wind’  but  fancy  It  is  now  veering 
beenhk^,bnnor  qPartetr-  Since  my  last  three  trout  have 
Mr  Hill  LPi?  bea,1ty  of  71b.,  which  was  caught  by  a 
w  hb  icharT(mnvr  otOie  Friendly  anglers,  London,  out 
Skelton  nfilP  u7;  1  l  c  othF  two  were  taken  by  Mr.  T. 

the  coarspfihM  het’  and  we'ghcd  «b.  and  3i,lb.  each.  As 
fall  of  neau0n  °Pens  0n  the  15th  inst.,  a  good 

Chubf  maoiT  ^  U6  benehcial,  the  river  now  being  low. 
haveb’hPon,’,-idi  dacc.  appear  Plentiful,  but  many  jack 
growth  nec,fl  «re?  3?,  deaf  suffering  from  that  fungoid 
'u?  U  Pecillwr  t°  the  salmon,  and  which  nlaved  snob 

Bambrtoe1®81  the  perch  about  four  ycars  hack.— B.  It! 

Fjves  me  much  pleasure  to  re- 
seen  ris/ntTn  tSprmkllng.ot  trout  have  recently  been 
results  of  fhowV°US  parts  ot  the  Ancholme,  so  that  the 
As  the  sL^on1^  £eW  Pars  stock}ng  now  begin  to  appear, 
the  trout  fishing'  •ntt°i,PeDuUntl1  the  I6th’  the  of 

would  bo  vvefi  Tv!11  thcn  • over-  Another  season  it 
from  tho  i  41  commissioners  to  permit  flv  fishing 

coTse  fish  Jm^f.rCb'  °r  ?ven  10  abolish  thc  close  time  fol- 
•angling  In  such  ^i  af  1  ,am,  one  of  those  who  believe  fair 
dimin  ftion  fn  t L  1"?tocke*  waters  makes  no  sensible 
cohV  ahd  the  dhm,vU;,,bT?s  of  fl8b-t  Thc  weather  remains 
time  nn  that  delicate  I)uns,  which  usually  sport  at  this 
lh°  trol’L  brooks,  are  still  nonest.  The  Hawthorn 
Ford  C  °'ei>  hut  the  Black  Gnat  continues.— Thomas 

anMtaild  Exe  <®u4v;erton).-Tho  Barle  is  very  low 
fn is  1  The  Fvmr  gtKd  fls.h  are  laken  with  fly  in  the  even- 
fafrtv  good  bif  ueCn  lr?  flne  0*'dcr  for  thc  minpow,  and 
In vp  hPAniFnb^ets  ?\av?n.been  k^led.  Four  nice  salmon 
h  ^  on  ihe  riverton  water.— Iron  Blue. 

foK  1C^?s^eir  Canal  and  Sussex  Waters.— It  is  scarce] v 
,  bf  JF.bsad  tPa.t  S idsu miner  is  near.  True,  the  weather 


•aoiiuuuilie. 

i  nrt  sink’ll  ,  P«  J  into  the  thin  streams  suitable  for  worm 

Kasft  &  fiStfShini  asittsacas 

rB  er  trout °ofnhy/U-n ,?!'  sea  lf’out  as  yet-  A  well-grown 

"lmo° net  at 

I1 ^i“|.?fsepoTCf 

daei  Janded  a  fine  salmon  of  111b. :  Mr  William 
Jackson,  Grosmont,  followed  with  a  salmon  of  61b  Theso 

GW0  "&»iindthidpal  tSVrT 

h‘ 'ib  i ;  ;:ia  :  P1  jlv'^bu  j '  "S 

. “f  it' 

among  local  experts  as  to  how  far  success  it  likolvt^ot?^ 

SSiKKSfi  £  aSs 

." 1  (be  the  case  with  roach,  for  the  experience  of  to  d-w 
in  the  adjoining  county,  where  I  believe  the  MundeHa®Act 
ai  s,  °  operate,  is  to  the  effect  that  those  roach  are  unfit 
m  n  Plke  th?  other  hand  are  reported  to  be  at  fit  as 
n  Oct  iber  usually ;  but  I  suppose  no  one  will  care  to  follow 
thess  nsh  should  that  be  found  to  be  correct  Dace  are  alsn 
said  to  be  in  condition,  and  there  have  also  been  cantor^ 
of  bream  lately,  these  fish  also  are  scarcely  likelvPto  ho 

TCjCs,  arc  Bhie  Wing,  Yellow  Sally,  Woodcock andOrtangtf 
bo»„  knocked  on  the  head.  The  trout  llshera  hate  hSTto 
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well-known  to  mo  .mt?’-at  hjeaford,  which  river  is  so 
pleasure  than  to  find  Mr ^yer^who^std  Y*0  gr<Tater 

sgiiiiiippl 


aWipTrnm’hp  the  easterly,  cold  wind  too  often  pays' us 
and  fiV0  tho^lotfJ  f  tU’ed  of,tbeir  Journey ings  after  sport, 
cmintimt  tmP  i  favoured  brethren  of  the  angle,  are 
snort  fi™my8  whPn  they  may  indulge  in  all-round 
15th  ^o.iifHn^ ™any  who.  persist  in  making  a  start  on  the 
and  m  nftP  fn’  uot  caringto remember,  the  “inclusive,” 
l  watorM  ni  many  old  stagers  are  taking  a  stroll  by  the 
|  water-side  looking  over  old  swims  and  prospecting  for  new 

sea ttcrcd  wo ml1 7r-  '  df0  l,°>ps- '  ,?f  ground-bait  will  call  the 
scattered  wanderers  to  their  line  of  invitation  for  the  16tli 

fee%  eral  enthusiasts  make  a  practice  of  starting  over-night 
well  hSCe  °pera,Lion?  at  daybreak,  or,  if  not®  to  find  the 
ic  m\)ba!teclsivl,n  already  taken  by  a  brother  angler.  There 
wimk  AClf  t0  reco.rd  in  the  fresh-water  line  during  the 
„  f.r  A  f°'(v  smafi  trout  from  East  Sussex,  and  dace 
Eacb’ afd  flat  fish  from  the  Adur.  The  salt-water  devotees 
Srmd|  t!r!gf^Cid  sporfc  b?tb  m  the  harbours  and  off  shore. 
v?.t,  i/lre  feedmg  well  in  the  harbours,  and  good  bream 
trfnV  nHdnn-tcmen  off  shorc-  A  few  days  since  Mr.  G.  Staple- 
boat  m \ Yn£ht0Tl’  securod  twenty  nice  bream,  and  A.  Beard 
r  ?f  H  i  ’  S(rv  nIt,ecr,K  Several  mullet  have  been  taken  at 
Littlehampton  Harbour.-GEORGE  F.  Salter.  C 

Uhifin^efwtTTarer  ,Lake~My  friend,  Mr.  Walter  G 

SSa/K&S.lhJ.  SV't"kllIed  *  <»•■»* 

wind  has  prevented  many  trout  being  taken  and  aonatie 
flies  are  hatching  very  slowly,  the  Drake  not  having  ve? 
appeared  in  this  locality.  With  a  change  of  wlnd  oro 
spects  would  be  excellent  for  next  week,  the  openin'?  of 

the  season  for  course  fish.-AMBER  Dun.  P  °  0t 

(Isl,e  ,of  Man).— Nine  consecutive  days  of  cold 

fishin g  ?  wnVind  r .ba%;?  been.  by  no  means  conducive  to  good 
nsning  worse  still  there  is  no  signs  of  a  change  Still 

andlrth,tbC-  past  week  a  v°ry  fair  amount  of  rain  h®  s’  fallen’ 
am  w?fi‘  urs  aJe,  m  good  order.  The  Iron  Blue,  Dun’ 

'  at®.r  Beetle  kill  well.  Some  good  trout  have  been 
taken  with  worm  and  minnow.  Sea-fishing  is  about  the 
e^ra®f=,bUtAn0t„quit?  s°  g°°d  as  last  week,  thanks  to  the 
????  F111?'  a  vaneties  arc  coming  closer  in  shore  the 
Storm are  doing  welI>  bllt  baA  is  rather  sc0arce  - 

T  t3?  late  .for  insertion  last  week.— Ed.1 
D°ve  and  Tributaries.— Few  fishermen  are  able  tn 

“  SehmUfl6  1ine  Ftbe  fid  of  the  creel,”  as  the  author  of  the 
Scientific  Angler  puts  it,  on  the  Dove.  The  maxim  a 
good  one  to  observe  when  one  has  the  chance  This  Mr 

Mavf?el(7a  ht0 i?°t °n  Friday  last  or.  the  Dove,  beloW 
;.Ml/fleld-  ibe  basket  was  filled  to  thc  lid  bv  the  aid  of  a 
coloured  and  the  natural  minnow,  and  then  Air  D  knocked 
;  frvcraI  mher  takes  of  fair  import  liave  bcen  made 
o°tab!y  ono  of  six  and  a-half  brace,  by  Mr.  Healing  on  the 
Black  G°nat  r°Th’e  ,  Wodnesday  with  the  Sand ^Fly  and 
Birdsgrove  ’  lonYfh^th 'named^fly  has  done  execution  on  the 
Weather  hri!£?th  Fmough  the  medium  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
eathci  blight  and  water  now  toned  down  Mav-flv 

We' poftited  *  (hu'^V1  u*  bsb  411  ? 4  rnaking  their  acquaintance, 
srf'iifull  ,,-0!1  a  typographical  error  in  our  last,  which 
seems  to  hai  e  been  overlooked  by  the  compositor.  It  was 


angling  has  been  out  of  the  Question  Thn  • 

fE,fi“«s-sr"isS 

ao^'ously  anticipating  the  16th. -L  giers  are 

<ron7 

I'll?  iD?’ Poliftt 

hours  of  sunshine  in  the  middle  of  the  day  but  the  m™T 

anco  this' s.asonT’.oJISthSSlif thS' wfiSSibrate “otSPSS 
Sare£ea„bIef  ’«  S\ 
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under  the  impression  that  they  will  be®oundLto  h^hou1" 
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being  dead  oil  the  feed,  but  before  another  week  is  over 
a  large  number  of  the  fraternity  will  have  availed  I  hem- 
sen  esot  the  opportunity  to  commence  operations  under 
more  ra\  ourable  circumstances.  The  river  keepers  reports 
rrom  the  local  societies’  preserves  are  most  encouraging, 
large  numbers  of  llsh  being  seen,  and  as  we  have  had 
some  good  rains  which  have  cleared  a  lot  of  debris  from 
tno  waters,  sport  promises  well  for  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season.  From  East  Norton  reports  of  a  few 
lisn  being  taken  have  come  to  hand,  but  the  best  results 
were  again  at  Glonfleld  and  Desford.  A  large  sharoof  the 
meadows  being  laid  for  mowing,  makes  it  rather  difficult 
to  get  at  many  of  the  best  holes.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Leicester  Angling  Society,  on  Monday,  the  chair¬ 
man,  Alderman  W .  Barfoot,  suggested  that  a  memorial 

,  soot  to  the  Home  Secretary  stating  the  opposition 
'it  e^lsted  to  the  petition  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board 
®  Hoard  of  Trade,  asking  for  power  to  impose  a 
shilling  rod  tax  on  all  anglers  within  their  jurisdiction, 
the  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  Hardy, 
stated  that  tho  receipts  for  the  year  were  £G1  5s.  Gd.,  and 
the  balance  in  hand,  £5  13s.  Old.  Fishing  had  been  satis- 
factory ;  the  be3t  specimens  were  pike.  91b.  lOoz. ;  roach, 
lib.  12oz. ;  chub,  11b. ;  and  dace,  lloz. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  —  The 
stormy  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  caused  all  the 
streams  to  rise,  with  a  deal  of  mud  in  the  water,  which, 
however,  had  sufficiently  cleared  by  Monday,  they  are 
now  in  magnificent  condition.  The  Mayfly  is  out  strong,  and 
some  capita1  baskets  have  been  made.  Orl,  Stone,  and 
A  ollow  Dun,  with  Spinners  and  Owls  for  evening  are  all 
good.  Trout  are  running  at  the  minnow  well.  The  Yaga 
Devon  has  done  a  lot  of  execution.— R.  T.  Williams 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams  have 
been  out  of  order  for  a  few  days,  but  they  are  now  running 
down  and  clearing,  and  will  be  in  capital  order  if  the 
weather  holds  fine.  The  May  fly  is  up,  and  the  fish  are 
takmg  them  freely.  The  Blue  Dun  and  Yellow  Dun  have 
also  been  used  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  In  the  Arrow 
sport  was  good  on  Wednesday.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order 
Sport  good  in  it.— Gwynne. 

Ouse,  &e.  (Yorkshire).— Late  rains  have  done  good, 
and  the  streams  are  all  that  could  be  desired  by  trout 
fishermen ;  but  the  cold  east  wind  blows,  consequently 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  heavy  baskets  are  reported. 
t>°^w  ^ j1™spi?rk  kacl  in  Rydale  district ;  but  the 

Driffield  C  lub  and  the  Derwent  Club  waters,  I  hear,  con 
tinue  to  lead  the  van  for  larger  fish,  if  not  the  numbers. 
Orange  Partridge,  Iron  Blue,  and  Small  Dark  Watchet 
are  being  taken  ;  cold  weather  much  against  the  May-fly. 
Hpe,rlveF  0u9g  has  assumed  its  normal  condition,  after 
the  drawing  off,  and  fair  baskets  of  dace,  chub,  and  bleak 
are  being  taken  in  the  best  prepared  swims  near  the  city. 

Plymouth.  TV  ith  this  month  the  general  fishing  com- 
mi®?.Cies’  and  w<?  reasonably  expect  the  weather  to  be 
a  little  more  settled.  The  atherine  (smelt)  is  in  roe,  and  is 
considered  as  best  for  food  now  and  in  May.  Wrasses 
and  rock  fish  of  all  kinds  are  in  season,  and  through  the 
summer.  Trout  and  salmon  fishing  now  engross  the 
angler  s  attention,  and  our  rivers,  or  at  least  portions  of 
them  which  are  protected  by  the  Boards  of  Conservators, 
offer  plenty  of  scope  for  the  fishermen— they  are  the  Mea  vy. 
Cad,  favy,  Walkham,  Krme,  Avon,  and  the  Dart,  with  its 
a  anous  tributaries.  Daily  or  season-tickets  can  be  ob- 
taiaed  from  me  or  any  of  the  agents.  The  Conservators 
of  the  Dart  have  within  the  last  month  or  two  introduced 
into  various  parts  of  the  river,  some  thousands  of  yearling 
trout  from  the  North.  We  may  therefore  look  for  some 
good  sport  in  the  next  year  or  two,  by  the  improvement 
in  the  quality  in  fish,  and  by  the  introduction  of  fresh 
biood.  Peel  are  beginning  to  run  up  the  rivers.  Salmon 
fishing  in  the  N  orth  of  England  still  continues  with  great 
energy,  and  a  few  salmon  enter  the  rivers  on  the  south 
coast,  which  as  a  rule,  however,  contain  nothing  but  kelts 
or  back  fish,  returning  to  the  sea  after  spawning,  in  a 
weak  and  unwholesome  state.  The  list  of  fish  in  season 
for  the  month  is  sturgeon,  salmon,  peel,  trout,  dory,  scad, 
mackerel,  thornback,  ray,  conger-eel,  bass,  sur-mullet, 
lance  pollock,  hake,  atherine,  wrasses,  turbot,  and  brill. 
Ai  a1  *  t!1’  ln®Juding  oysters,  are  going  out  of  season 

till  September.— William  Hearder. 

.  Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).-Both  streams 
in  splendid  condition,  and  the  glorious  sunshine  of  the  past 
few  days  has  brough  t  out  the  May-fly,  and  sport  should  be 
good.  But  the  wind  keeps  in  the  east  and  very  few  trout 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  M.  Perks  and  Mr.  E.  Davies  have 
taken  some  good  fish,  but  none  have  been  brought  to 
scale  this  week.  Salmon  have  been  plentiful  during  the 
week,  and  at  Upton-on-Severn,  a  few  miles  from  Worces¬ 
ter,  the  nets  took  seventy  fish  in  first  three  days  of  tho 
week,  one  taken  at  Clevelode  weighing  5flb,  Have  heard 
of  none  being  taken  with  rod  and  line.— Field  wing 
Severn  (Shrewsbury).-The  river  has  been  high,  and 
discoloured  for  many  days,  but  is  now  getting  into  good 
condition  again.  Bottom  feeders  under  these  conditions 
have  been  out  of  the  question  until  the  middle  of  the  week. 
Now  that  this  water  is  clearing  we  should  hear  of  some 
good  trout  being  captured  with  the  minnow  and  fly.  The 
bright  sunshine  of  Wednesday  brought  a  few  May  flies  on 
the  water ;  but  May  fly  fishing  will  not  be  found 
a  very  profitable  sport  on  the  river  here,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  the  insect.— Piscator. 

Swale  (near  Richmond). — Really  good  sport  has  been 
had  here  during  last  week,  fishing  up  stream  from  the  old 
town  Mr.  C.  Musgrave  has  made  catches  of  thirty-four 
a.nd  forty  "five  excellent  fish.  Mr.  John  Barker  several 
panniers  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty;  and  that  old  hand, 
Mr.  Carter,  with  Captain  Walker,  and  other  gentlemen 
have  all  done  well.  Flies  taken  the  Snipe  and  Crimson, 
Dark  Blue,  with  Pheasant  and  Orange  just  beginning. 
Evening  is  the  best  time,  the  waters  being  both  low  and 
clear.— J.  H.  R. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Many  gents  are  about,  but  fish 
are  riot  as  plentiful  as  one  would  like.  Eight  fishermen 
were  about  on  one  stream,  and  only  got  six  brace  between 
them.  The  warm  slmwcrs  do  not  fall ;  it  only  rains  when 
the  cold  south-east  winds  are  blowing,  and  before  it  turns 
south ;  water  gone  back,  but  the  mere  streams  are  good 
and  some  nice  catches  are  had  on  them.— Rusty  Game. 

Tees  (Barnard  Castle). — This  river  is  so  very  low  and 
clear  that  fish  are  bad  to  get.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Bain- 
bndge,  junr.,  got  a  very  fine  trout  below  the  Abbey 
Bridge,  on  Monday  evening  the  writer  managed  a  Loch 
Leven  trout,  weighing  41b.,  out  of  the  Demesne  Mill 
stream.  Rain  is  much  needed,  however,  to  set  fish  movin'' 
it  being  almost  useless  to  go  out  until  dusk.— J.  H.  R. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been  run¬ 
ning  out  pf  order  since  the  end  of  last  week,  owing  to  the 
heavy  fails  of  rain.  The  water  is  now  going  down,  but  is 
still  coloured,  but  in  a  few  days  will  be  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  Tho  weather  has  been  fine  this  week,  and  the  flies 


have  been  on  the  water  in  good  numbers.  The  May  fly 
has  been  on  well,  and  the  fish  havo  rose  freely  at  them 
since  Monday,  and  sorao  good  sport  has  been  had.-S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).-In  this  district  the  water  is  running 
coloured,  owing  to  the  late  rain,  but  it  is  going  down,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  week  will  be  in  good  order.  There  are  a 
good  few  flies  on,  and  the  fish  arc  rising  well.  May  tty  is 
now  on  thick,  and  the  fish  are  taking  them  well. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — River  in  fine  order  for  fish- 
ln%a?ijnuK1,?rous  d*es  on  H*e  water,  especially  the  Drakes 
and  Alder  r  lies,  and  this  keeps  the  river  very  lively  with 
the  sporting  fish,  trout  and  dace.  I  have  seen  three  nice 
lots  of  trout  that  was  taken  with  the  fly  this  week.  My 
,-10  19  h°mc  for  his  holidays  took  half-a-dozen  in  a 
little  time  this  forenoon,  largest  fish  over  lib.— Practical 
Angler. 

Trent  (Nottingham).  —  An  extraordinary  flood  has 
been  encountered  on  the  Trent,  and  for  the  time  being  all 
kinds  of  angling  is  at  a  standstill.  Last  Sunday  the  river 
was  running  9ft.  higher  than  the  normal  level  of  summer. 
Since  Wednesday,  however,  a  rapid  subsidence  has 
occurred,  and  very  likely  a  few  gentlemen  will  try  the 
Weston  waters  to-day  (Saturday)  for  salmon.  The  legiti¬ 
mate  season  begins  on  Tuesday,  and  all  classes  of  anglers 
seem  sanguine  of  making  an  auspicious  commencement, 
ihere  is  already  an  extensive  demand  for  baits,  such  as 
worms,  maggots,  and  caddis  grubs.— The  Man-at-the- 
Clubs. 

Wye  &  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Conditions  are  more 
favourable  on  these  rivers  to-day,  and  granted  a  spell  of 
weather,  fly  fishing  should  be  first  rate  by  the  week  end. 
ihe  past  week  has  been,  as  I  thought  it  would  be,  very 
disappointing  on  both  streams,  for  there  has  been  too  much 
water  for  fly-fishing.  On  the  Derwent  about  Matlock  a 
few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  the  bottom  fisher¬ 
men,  but  nothing  heavy  has  been  killed.  The  May-fly  is 
now  hatching  out  on  the  Wye,  and  in  a  day  or  two  the 
rwi'i  be  taking  them  freely.  Failing  this  the 

Uunl  Gnat,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  Yellow  Dun,  will  be  found 
useful.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich).— No  reports  worth  recording  have 
reached  me  this  past  fortnight,  only  a  very  few  have  been 
ouk,  and  sport  w°uld  with  warmer  weather  have  been 
good,  but  this  wretched  east  wind  which  prevails  put  an 
effectual  stop  on  angling  prospects.  We  cannot  expect  any 
good  luck  until  a  change  comes.  From  all  accounts  the 
river  is  well-stocked  and  large  catches  may  be  looked  for 
both  on  this  stream  and  also  the  Bur  and  Waveney  The 
Broad  question  is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  all  our 
brother  anglers,  and  I  trust  they  will  support  the  attempt 
tp  defend  public  rights,  whilst  having  due  regard  to  the 
rights  of  the  so-called  owners.  The  yachting  season  has 
commenced  in  earnest,  and  I  soon  expect  a  large  influx  of 
fishermen,  as  from  the  way  the  boats  are  booked  forward, 
the  Norfolk  waters  do  not  seem  to  go  back  in  public  esti¬ 
mation.  Matches  will  now  be  arranged  and  I  trust  to  send 
items  of  interest  to  your  numerous  readers  who  love  our 
famed  rivers  and  broads.— Robert  Moll 

Yore,  Wharfc,  Swale,  Nidd,  &c. — Tho  weather  has 
been  very  cold  during  the  past  week,  and  the  early  spring 
flies  such  as  Waterhen  Bloa,  Dark  Snip,  and  Parle  and 
Dark  Watchet  have  killed  the  best.  The  Green  Drake  has 
been  out  on  the  Costa,  and  some  of  the  members  have  done 
well  with  the  floating  fly.  A  trout  weighing  541b.  was 
taken  from  a  ditch  running  into  tho  Costa  recently,  the 
latter  stream  being  in  full  water,  it  has  been  sent  for 
preservation.  The  Blue  Bloa  or  Yellow  Legs  has  been 
favourite  on  the  Yore.— F.  M.  Walbran. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Trout 
have  not  been  rising  so  well  to  the  fly  during  the  past  week, 
but  exceptionally  heavy  baskets  have  been  made  with  the 
running  worm  and  minnow ;  the  heaviest  basket  recorded 
weighed  221b.  Sewm  are  again  showing  up  well.  -H. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey),  —  The  heavy 
rains  of  last  week  lifted  this  lake  above  its  very  low  stage 
of  late,  but  the  influenza  has  debarred  the  writer  from 
fishing.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Howarth,  Bolton,  and  another 
gentleman,  had  good  sport  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Griffith, 
lycoch,  two  very  good  .fish  with  a  fly,  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
Duryan,  one.  I  hope  to  be  well  enough  to  fish  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  to  have  a  day  on-  Saturday  on  Maclog,  where 
the  fish  take  very  freely  all  day.  Additional  signs  of 
rain  (Wednesday).— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnw y  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— Since 
last  report  only  fair  baskets  have  been  made.  The  sun 
has  been  very  bright,  with  the  wind  in  the  old  quarter, 
north-east,  with  occasional  thunder  and  fogs.  Most  suc¬ 
cessful  flies  ;  Black  and  Mallard,  Claret  and  Grouse,  Teal 
and  Red.  Wednesday.— Four  rods,  nineteen  trout,  181b. 
Best  baskets :  Mr.  Freeman,  six  trout,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  Pres¬ 
tage,  five  trout,  41b.  6oz„  heaviest  fish  ;  J.  Roberts,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  Ireenmn,  1  |lb.  Thursday. — Five  rods,  twenty -six 
trout,  211b.  lOoz.  Best  baskets:  Mr.  Prestage,  seven 
trout,  Gib.  lOoz. ;  J,  Roberts,  six  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Webster, 
fl,vP  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Rev.  Father  Nugent,  five  trout,  51b. 

1<  riday.—  Four  rods,  nineteen  trout,  121b.  9oz.  Best  baskets: 
Mr.  Freeman,  seven  trout,  71b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Webster,  five, 
51b.  2oz. ;  Rev.  Father  Nugent,  five,41b„  heaviest  fish  ;  Mr. 
fireeman,  141b.  Saturday.— Three  rods,  eighteen  trout, 
161b.  lOoz.  Best  baskets:  Rev.  Father  Nugent  seven,  Glib. ; 
Mr.  Freeman,  six,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Prestage,  five  4:Jlb„ 
heaviest  fish  :  Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Prestage,  lib.  5oz 
each.  Monday.— Four  rods,  twenty  trout,  171b.  Best 
Baskets  i :  Mr.  Freeman,  eight,  71b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Prestage, 
seven,  51b.  Goz.  Tuesday. — Five  rods,  nineteen  trout, 
181b.  lOoz.  Best  baskets:  Mr.  E.  Palethorpc,  five,  61b.; 
Mr.  Prestage,  five,  51b.  2oz.  ;  Rev.  Father  Nugent,  four, 

3 'Jib.  Mr.  Palethorpe,  l|lb.,  lib.  Goz.,  and  lib.  5oz  ;  Mr.  Pres- 
tage,  141b.,  and  lib.  5oz.  Later, — The  wind  has  changed, 
and  the  fish  are  rising  well;  good  sport  may  be  expected 
during  this  month.— Long  Drift. 

Teiti  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Just  prior  to  the 
recent  heavy  rainfall,  the  trout  fishing  was  fairly  good  and 
baskets  up  to  51b.  each  taken.  Two  splendid  fresh  run 
salmon,  of  251b.  each  were  landed  also  :  but  the  river  has 
since  been  too  thick  and  heavy  for  fly  fishing,  and  only  a 
few  baskets  of  trout  taken  by  the  running  worm.  When 
the  water  clears  again,  the  fishing  will  doubtless  be  as  good 
as  before  if  not  better.  -  H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales).— Sea  Fishing.— Two  or  three 
good  takes  of  bass  have  been  made,  notwithstanding  the 
somewhat  unfavourable  weather. — H. 

Towy  (Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire).— The  trout  fish¬ 
ing  has  been  remarkably  good  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  heavy  takes  havo  been  made  by  fly,  minnow,  and 
worm-fishing.  Dr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Bishop  have  been  having 
excellent  sport  on  the  Dvnover  water.  Miss  fVnvpn  hn? 


Richardson  has  taken  several  trout,  weighing  from  21b.  to 
31b.  each.  Mr.  J.  Saville,  of  Wegib,  has  also  taken  several 
good  baskets  of  trout.  Mr.  David  Evans  has  left  the  Towy 
for  the  Cothie,  tributary,  where  he  is  having  good  sport. 
A  few  salmon  andsewin  came  up  with  the  recent  flood. — H. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — Although  the  river  has  been  in 
very  good  condition  for  fishing  during  the  week,  only 
about  the  average  amount  of  salmon  and  trout  have  been 
caught.  The  Jock  Scott  and  Black  Eagle  are  the  favourite 
fancy  flies,  and  “Acteson’s”  pattern  Turkey  Wing  for  the 
salmon.  The  Red  Spinner  has  done  the  most  execution 
among  the  trout.— Joseph  Clare. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  water  continues  in  excellent  order 
for  angling,  but  the  past  two  or  three  days  has  marred 
good  sport,  consequently  not  many  salmon  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  Good  sport  is  being  had  with  trout 
by  up-stream  fishing  with  the  worm  and  Stuart’s  tackle. 
Some  very  heavy  fish  and  .baskets  have  been  had  by 
different  anglers.  The  disease  in  salmon  and  trout  do  not 
appear  to  abate.  Should  this  weather  continue  the  water- 
bailiffs  will  shortly  net  tho  river.— T. 


Scotoh  Reports. 


excellent  sport  on  the  Dynover  water.  Miss  Croxen  has 
also  done  well,  accounting  for  many  a  good  basket.  Dr. 
v\  imams,  of  Llanelly,  has  been  taking  from  Gib.  to  71b. 
daily,  with  minnow,  on  the  Chappel  Isaf  water.  Mr.  Eden 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B).— 

Considering  that  cold  east  winds  have  prevailed,  and  that 
the  weather  was  on  the  whole  rather  bright  for  angling,  the 
baskets  made  on  the  various  lochs  have  been  fairly  good. 
On  Wednesday  last  week,  Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty-six  trout,  81b. ;  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke, 
London,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty,  91b. ;  and  another 
London  gentleman  on  Loch  Urigill  (blown  off),  seven,  241b. 
On  Thursday,  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twenty-one  trout,  71b.  ;  a  London  angler  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty-dght  741b. ;  and  Mr.  ManD,  on  the  same  loch, 
thirty-five,  91b.  On  Friday  Mr.  Clay,  Matlock,  on  Loch 
Boarlan  (a  short  time  only),  eight  trout,  341b.  ;  Rev.  J.  M  S. 
Brooke,  on  Loch  Cama,  three-and-a-half  dozen,  111b. ;  Mr 
Mann,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  two  dozen,  841b„  and  one  Salmo 
ferox  of  2-lb.  taken  with  small  fly  ;  and  a  London  angler  on 
the  same  loch,  one  and  three-quarter  dozen,  741b.  On 
Saturday,  which  was  far  too  bright  for  good  fishing  the 
baskets  were— Mr.  Clay,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-eight 
trout,  841b. ;  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twenty,  Gib.;  London  angler  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-four, 
111b. ;  and  Mr.  Mann,  on  the  same  loch,  sixty-one,  181b.  On 
Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Clay,  Darley,  on  Loch  Urigill 
forty-one,  1041b. ;  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  London,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty,  1041b. ;  another  London  angler,  on  Loch 
Urigill  thirty-eight,  1041b. :  and  Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-nine,  1341b.— McB. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).-Owing  to 
unfavourable  weather  sport  has  fallen  off  considerably 
and  no  improvement  need  be  expected  until  more  rain 
comes.  The  river  is  now  so  reduced  in  volume,  that 
sportsmen  have  almost  entirely  abandoned  the  lower 
*  s\  the  upper  beats,  however,  good  sport  may 
still  be  had.  On  Thursday  last,  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of 
Giencalvie,  fished  the  upper  waters,  and  six  salmon  to  his 
own  rod ;  the  weights  were  91b.,  81b.,  1241b.,  121b.,  lilb 
and  1041b.,  which  gives  the  exact  average  of  111b.  to  each 
fish.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Landale,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
grassed  three  beautiful  fish,  weighing  101b.,  141b„  and  161b. 
respectively  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Giencalvie,  five 
salmon  four  of  which  weighed  71b.  each,  and  the  other 
81b.  Saturday  was  a  blank,  but  on  Monday  this  week  one 
salmon  was  landed  by  Mr.  Allis  Smith,  of  Giencalvie,  and 
another  by  Mr.  Landale,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — The  rivers  are  now  decreasing 
in  volume,  as  the  snow  accumulations  have  almost  dis¬ 
appeared.  Sport  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  continues 
to  be  first  class,  while  it  has  greatly  revived  on  the  middle 
waters.  On  the  Invercauld  private  water,  Sir  Algernon 
and  Gen.  Borthwick  enjoyed  an  excellent  ten  days’  fishing, 
running  up  a  total  of  eighty-five  fish  to  their  two  rods,  the 
heaviest  basket  in  any  one  day  being  fifteen  fish.  On  this 
same  fishery,  Mr.  Gilbert  Wilkinson  and  party,  Sunnyside 
Lodge,  landed  fifteen  fish  on  Thursday,  of  which  number 
Mrs.  Burton  had  five  to  her  own  rod.  On  the  Fife  Arms 
Dee  water,  Mr.  Ewan  McDonald,  Invery,  landed  the  first 
grilse  of  the  season  on  the  Upper  Dee  ;  while  Mr.  John  G 
Ross,  Kingussee,  had  another,  both  scaling  31b.  This  is 
remarkably  early,  considering  that  so  few  have  as  yet  been 
got  lower  down,  and  shows  that  the  fish  have  been  running 
right  through  from  the  sea,  without  the  usualhalt.  On  the 
Royal  waters  of  Balmoral  and  Birkhall,  excellent  sport  has 
been  got,  some  very  heavy  fish  having  been  landed.  On  the 
Ballater  water  there  has  been  a  continuation  of  the  season’s 
characteristic  successes,  a  very  large  number  of  fish  having 
been  landed,  and  among  them  three  grilse  of  Gib.  a-piece, 
such  weights  seldom  or  ever  having  been  got  so  far  inland 
at  this  season.  On  the  Invercauld  Arms  water,  Mr.  M.  H. 
Upcher.  on  five  days  last  week,  landed  eighteen  fish,  from 
71b.  to  201b.;  Mr.  J.  O.  Lister,  in  the  same  period,  had 
twenty  -  three  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  151b.  while 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher,  in  three  days,  landed  six  from  81b.  to 
101b.,  four,  81b.  to  161b.,  and  six  Gib.  to  121b.,  being  sixteen  in 
all ;  while  Mr.  Firth  had  two,  71b.  to  91b.,  on  the  same 
water.  On  the  Monaltrie  section,  Mr.  G.  S.  Back  had  six 
fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.,  and  some  sea  trout  of  over 
lib.  ;  while  Mr.  W.  R.  Haven  had  two,  741b.  and 
81b.  On  the  Cambus  O’May  water,  Capt,  Gaskifl  had  one 
of  101b.;  Mr.  H.  B.  Broadhurst,  one  of  Gib.,  and  three  of 
'gib.,  81b.  and  81b.;  while  Mr.  Balfour  had  five,  from  Gib.  to 
171b.  on  Thursday  ;  and  Capt.  Broadhurst,  one  of  9lb.  on  tho 
same  day;,  while  on  the  day  following  eight  fish  were 
grassed  to  the  various  rods.  On  the  Glen  Tana  water.  Sir 
William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  friends,  still  participate  in 
the  prosperity  especially  characteristic  of  the  upper  sections, 
and  a  dozen  fish  and  over  are  banked  daily.  On  the  Aboyne 
waters  better  sport  is  now  being  got  than  for  months  back. 
Mr.  Milne,  photographer,  had  a  nice  fish  of  Gib.  on  Mr. 
Sandison’s  water  on  Saturday  last.  On  the  Kincardine 
O’Neil  section  there  has  been  a  fairly  good  head  of  fish  got. 
On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  during  tho 
week,  had  one  of  71b.,  two  of  81b.  and  101b.,  two  of  1641b.  and 
91b.,  and  three  of  Gib.,  81b.  and  lOilb. ;  while  Miss  Drummond 
also  added  a  beautiful  fish  of  Gib.  to  her  season’s  score  on 
Friday  last.  On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Admiral  Fane 
landed  three  fish  of  71b.,  91b.  and  941b.;  while  Capt. 
Farquhar,  R.N.,  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  Lamond  had  one  of  71b.;  while  four  of 
similar  weights  were  got  on  the  Lower  Dess.  On  the 
Woodend  water,  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Campbell  had  some  very 
brisk  sport,  landing  one  of  91b.;  and  three  of  101b.,  81b.  and 
81b.  on  two  successive  days.  A  good  average  fishing  has 
been  had  on  this  water,  Mr.  Watson  having  scored  over 
fifty  fish  for  the  spring  months.  On  the  Nether  reaches 
angling  has  been  dull.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wrordie  has  taken  the 
Crathes  water  for  the  next  two  seasons.  A  good  few 
fungoid  (Saprolegnia  ferax)  fish  havo  been  seen  in  tho 
river  lately,  but  this  is  usually  the  case  about  this  season. 


Excellent  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  now  being  made,  and 
they  are  not  yet  in  their  best  condition.  The  season  ail 
over  is  a  month  late.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banftshire).— The  river  Deveron  is  now 
getting  low,  owing  to  the  dry  weather  that  set  in  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  and  there  still  continues  light  frosts  during 
the  evening;  consequently  angling  is  falling  off.  horn 
Settrington  and  the  Hon.  C.  Walsh,  from  London,  arrived 
at  Huntly  Lodge  on  Monday  for  a  few  days  fishing  on  the 
Deveron.  On  the  Rothieway  water,  in  the  end.  of  last 
week,  Mr.  Beattie  had  61b.  and  111b.  of  trout  daily,  one 
salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  the  5th  a  grilse  of  41b.  This  is  the 
first  grilse  taken  by  the  rod  on  the  river  this  season.  On 
the  Netherdale  water,  the  keeper,  Mr.  Fraser,  had  three 
fish,  weighing  respectively,  61b.,  611b.,  and  91b.  On  the 
Mayne  water,  Mr.  Thurburn  had  a  fine  salmon  of  91b.  and 
some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  On  the  upper  and 
lower  sections  trout  were  not  so  plentiful,  and  only  an 
occasional  salmon  was  landed.  The  net  fishermen  on  the 
lower  pools  had  few  fish  daily  for  the  week.  The  nets 
were  plied  night  and  day,  but  few  salmon,  grilse,  or  trout 
were  landed.  On  the  coast,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  weather,  the  yield  was  not  so  good  as  that  of  the 
previous  week.  The  heavy  swell  on  the  sea  tore  one  of 
the  largest  nets  at  the  west  of  the  entrance  to  the  river, 
and  tossed  it  ashore  on  to  the  beach.  The  best  takes  were 
got  from  the  nets  frrthest  to  the  east.  The  total 
from  both  river  and  sea  for  the  week  ending  Wednesday 
was  five  boxes,  weighing  a  little  over  2cwt.  each.  On  the 
Gardenstown  coast  there  were  few  fish  taken  from  the 
bag  or  stake  nets,  and  only  three  boxes  were  sent  to  the 
markets  for  the  week.  They  are  only  half  the  weight  of 
the  Macduff  boxes.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Bisset,  lessee  of  the 
fishings,  released  the  remainder  of  the  salmon  fry  from  his 
hatchery.  Over  one  hundred  thousand  ova  were  placed  m 
the  boxes  containing  gravel,  and  only  one  on  glass  rods. 

A  few  eggs  in  each  box  failed  to  hatch  out,  but  on  the 
glass  rods  almost  every  egg  was  successfully  hatched, 
which  shows  for  artificial  hatching  glass  rods  have  a 
decided  superiority  over  gravel.  This  is  the  third  year 
Mr.  Bisset  has  carried  on  these  experiments,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  this  year  are  equal  to  the  former,  notwithstanding 
the  inclement  nature  of  the  weather  during  the  spring 
months.  No  doubt  the  results  are  due  in  a  measure  to  the 
uniform  temperature  of  the  spring  at  St.  Mary’s  Well, 
which  supplies  the  water.  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  Deveron 
Fishery  Board’s  superintendent,  ably  assisted  Mr.  Bisset, 
as  on  ‘former  years.  Among  the  young  fry  that  were 
transferred  from  the  hatchery  on  the  banks  of  the  Deveron 
to  the  water  on  Monday,  one  consisted  of  two  fish  joined 
together  at  the  back  fin,  from  which  there  was  only  one 
body  to  the  tail.  The  length  was  rather  more  than  an 
inch.  Both  heads  were  perfect,  the  eyes  being  large  and 
brilliant.  The  gills  are  also  quite  normal  and  acting 
freely.  The  form  of  the  dnal  creature  did  not  impede  its 
motion,  for  not  only  didit  “float  double,”  but  move  rapidly 
through  the  water.  -H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— So  far,  the  week  passed  has 
been  very  disappointing  to  salmon  anglers,  very  few  fish 
having  been  got,  although  up  to  the  middle  of  the  week 
the  water  continued  in  very  fair  fishing  trim  ;  but  the  fact 
is  that  fish  have  been  now  for  some  weeks  past,  rapidly 
moving  in  large  numbers  to  the  upperreaches  of  the  river 
and  on  to  the  lochs,  and  once  there  they  are  pretty  hard 
to  catch.  There  are,  however,  plenty  on  the  river  still, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  take.  On  Saturday,  the  6th,  six 
fish  in  all  were  got  by  rod,  while  on  Monday,  the  8th,  only 
four  came  to  bank,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  9th,  which  was  a 
very  bright  day,  only  two  fish  were  landed.  The  netsmen 
are  doing  also  very  little,  the  whole  week’s  fishing  not 
being  more  than  two  boxes  of  salmon  and  grilse.  Trout  are 
very  scarce,  both  at  the  sea  and  on  the  river,  but  some  of 
the  lochs  are  yielding  good  baskets.  Sea  fishing  is  im¬ 
proving,  cod,  saithe,  and  haddocks  being  again  plen¬ 
tiful.— S.  C. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Al¬ 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  all  that  could  be  wished, 
Mr.  Caine,  and  Mr.  Cram,  London,  have  been  making 
capital  baskets  during  the  past  fortnight.  On  the  28th  ult. 
they  landed  between  them  fifty  trout,  aggregating  191b., 
on  Locli  Awe  ;  on  the  29th,  thirty-five  trout,  171b.,  on  Loch 
Assynt;  and  on  the  30th,  thirty-three,  1741b.,  on  Loch  Awe. 
On  Monday  last  week  the  same  gentlemen  tried  Letteressie, 
and  caught  one  hundred  and  one  trout,  301b. ;  on  Tuesday, 
on  Loch  Awe,  twenty  trout,  71b. ;  and  on  Thursday,  on 
Loch  Assynt,  thirty -five,  101b.  On  Friday  Colonel  Flower, 
London,  fished  Lock  Assynt,  and  got  thirty-three,  101b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Caine  and  Cram,  on  Loch  Awe,  sixty-seven 
trout,  eight  of  which  weighed  81b.,  and  the  whole  281b. 
On  Saturday,  on  same  loch,  they  had  twenty -nine  trout, 
lllb.— McB. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters,  (Sutherland.  N.B.)— On 

Tuesday  last  week,  Mr.  Buxton,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
fished  the  lower  beats,  and  landed  a  olb.  grilse  on  Big 
Falls  Pool.  On  Wednesday  he  caught  a  salmon  of  131b.  on 
Caslag  Pool.  On  Thursday,  on  the  upper  beats,  Mr.  Buxton 
and  party  made  a  fine  basket  of  brown  trout ;  and  Mr. 
Fair,  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  half  dozen  sea  trout, 
averaging  11b.  each.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Buxton  fished  the  lower 
beats,  and  grassed  a  salmon  of  lllb.  on  Fir  dam  ;  and 
Colonel  Upsher  a  fourteen  pounder  on  Poll  Clarag.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  D.  Campbell  fished  Loch  Crucail,  and  got 
fifteen  trout,  aggregating  about  81b.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  this  week,  the  weather  was  very  bright,  and  the 
water  rather  low.— McB. 

Invershin  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— On 

Monday,  last  week,  Mr.  Woodman  Smith,  Aberdeen, 
fished  Loch  Laro,  and  landed  fourteen  trout,  weighing  741b. 
in  all.  On  Tuesday,  on  Loch  Migdale,  he  had  seven  good 
sized  trout ;  and  on  Thursday,  on  Loch  Laro,  he  made  a 
basket  of  81b.  trout.— McB. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)— Rod  fishing 
is  not  very  successfully  prosecuted  as  yet.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  no  record  to  hand  save  that  by  Dr. 
Poison,  Edinburgh,  who  on  Monday  landed  eight  trout. 
211b.,  on  Tuesday,  nine,  31b. ;  on  Wednesday,  fourteen,  441b.; 
on  Thursday,  ten,  41b. ;  and  on  Friday,  seven,  31b.  Saturday 
and  the  opening  days  of  this  week  were  by  far  too  bright. 
The  net  salmon  fishings  are  improving.  On  Mr.  Anderson’s 
Scalp,  South  Bonar,  and  Rivermouth  shots,  the  past  week 
has  been  about  the  most  productive  of  the  season,  but  Mr. 
Smith’s  Inverchurron  and  Craggandubh  fishings,  as  well 
as  Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s,  Skibo  fishings  did  not 
do  so  well.  Taking  them  all  together  the  above  fishings 
supplied  the  southern  markets  with  about  30ewt.  of  salmon 
in  the  course  of  the  week.— McB. 

Loch  Garry  and  River  Garry  (Tomdoun  Inn).— 
Good  baskets  are  still  got  off  these  waters. — Hison. 

Loch  Garry  (Invergarry  Hotel).— East  wind  still 
prevalent.  Sport  on  the  loch  much  better  than  might  be 
expected,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  wind  and  lowness  of 
the  water.  Rather  more  appearance  of  a  change  in  the 


weather  to-day,  sky  rather  cloudy  and  wind  not  settled. 
Hison.  ,  ,,  ,  ,  _ 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Several  very  cold  days  have 
been  experienced  here  this  week.  The  weather,  however, 
has  again  become  warm  and  bright,  although  the  Butcher, 
Red  Hecham,  and  Green  and  Teal  flies  still  prove  irresisti¬ 
ble  even  during  bright  sunshine  so  long  as  the  breeze  from 
the  east  remains  steady.  Sport  shows  little  falling  oft  from 
that  of  the  more  overcast  weather  of  last  week,  bom- 
plaints  continue  general  of  fish  rising  provokingly  short, 
and  parties,  although  having  thumping  creels,  grumble  at 
not  having  at  least  “fifty  fish  out  of  the  hundred  they 
rose.”  It  is  impossible  to  give  details  of  the  week  s  capture 
here,  as  it  would  fill  about  a  column  of  the  Gazette,  ihe 
following  may  suffice :  Mr.  Kensall,  Crieff,  forty -six  trout, 
261b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Shields,  London,  in  two  days  seventy-two, 
541b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Archibald,  Fillicoultry, 
thirty-six,  251b. ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty- 
eight,  261b. ;  Mr.  Ward,  North  Wales,  in  two  days,  forty- 
five,  341b.;  Mr.  Bartholomew  and  Mr.  Walker,  Leeds,  six¬ 
teen,  121b. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon  and  Mr.  Thomson,  Manchester, 
sixteen,  lllb. ;  Mr.  H.  Challoner,  Sunderland,  eighteen, 
lllb.  8oz.  The  above  baskets  were  got  during  bright  sun¬ 
shine.  Several  other  baskets  may  be  enumerated :  Mr. 

J.  A.  Fraser,  Balfron.  thirty-two  trout,  281b. ;  Mr.  Inglis, 
Dunfermline,  forty,  221b. ;  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Arndean,  thirty- 
four,  281b.  Mr.  Howie  and  Mr.  Ednie,  Edinburgh,  had.  a 
fine  average  take  of  fourteen  trout,  151b.,  and  Mr.  McNee, 
Crieff,  thirty,  241b.  Clubs  were  equally  successful.  The 
Kinross  Club,  with  nineteen  rods,  captured  two  hundred 
trout  with  fly,  the  first  prize  being  gained  with  twenty- 
three,  151b.  3oz. ;  the  West  of  Scotland  Club,  with  seven¬ 
teen  rods,  secured  one  hundred  and  ninety-two,  the  first 
prize  basket  containing  nineteen,  131b.  14oz.,  &c.  During 
last  week  upwards  of  two  thousand  trout  were  captured 
by  one  hundred  and  thirty  boats,  the  average  weight  per 

boat  being  about  121b.—  Robt.  B.  Laing.  _ 

Loch  Ness  and  Loch  Tarff  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort 
Augustus,  N.B.)— Several  parties  staying  at  the  above 
house  are  enjoying  wonderfully  good  sport,  taking  into 
consideration  the  unsuitable  weather  and  low  state  of  the 
waters.  Baskets  of  101b.  to  one  rod  per  day  are  not  un¬ 
common.— Hison.  ,  ^ 

Loch  Rannoch  (Kinloch  Rannoch). — On  the  5th  inst., 
Mr.  Kingsford,  of  London,  from  Dimalastair  Hotel,  fished 
Loch  Rannoch,  and  obtained  a  beautiful  basket,  weighing 
101b. ;  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Best,  of  London,  on  the  river 
Tummel,  killed  thirteen  nice  heavy  trout,  all  in  capital 
condition  ;  on  the  same  date,  Mr,  Heath  fished  Loch  Ran¬ 
noch,  and  secured  a  basket  weighing  51b. ;  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  Mr.  Foreman  and  son,  on  Loch  Rannoch,  had  a 
heavy  basket  of  beautiful  trout,  weighing  1041b. ;  Mr. 
Kingsford,  on  the  same  loch,  killed  twenty-nine  fish,  all 
weighing  heavy ;  Mr.  Heath,  on  the  river  Tummel,  had  a 
basket  of  31b. ;  on  Monday,  the  8th,  on  Loch  Rannoch,  Mr. 
Foreman  and  son  killed  twenty-nine  fish  ;  on  the  same 
date,  on  the  same  loch,  Mr.  Kingsford  secured  a  basket  of 
741b.  weight ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heath,  and  Miss  Voss  on  the 
same  day  killed  twenty-two  fish,  all  beautiful  trout ;  on 
the  9th,  Mr.  Kingsford  had  a  basket  of  641b.  on  Loch 
Rannoch ;  on  same  day  Mr.  Heath  fished  the  river  Tummel 
and  obtained  a  basket  of  21b.  weight ;  on  same  water,  Mr. 
Hooper  had  a  basket  of  31b.  weight.  On  the  following  day, 
Mr.  Foreman  and  son  fished  the  loch  and  obtained  a 
beautiful  basket  of  101b.  weight;  Mr.  Kingsford.  on  the 
same  water,  secured  a  nice  basket  of  9jlb. ;  Mr.  Gow  and 
Mr.  Reid,  on  tho  loch,  had  a  nice  basket  of  fish,  weighing 
71b.  on  the  river  Tummel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heath  and  Miss 
Voss  obtained  a  basket  of  81b. ;  on  same  water,  Mr. 
Hooper  had  a  basket  of  nice  trout  weighing  2Jlb. — George 
Gow. 

Loch  Shin,  (Lairg,  N.B.)— The  following  baskets  were 
made  by  hotel  anglers  on  Loch  Shin  :— On  Friday,  June  5, 
Colonel  Anderson,  fifteen  trout,  51b. ;  —  Barnes,  Esq., 
eighteen,  51b.  On  Saturday,  June  6,  Mr.  Barnes  got  seven 
trout,  31b.,  and  Mr.  Spicer,  seven,  241b.  On  Monday,  June  8, 
Colonel  Anderson  made  a  basket  of  thirty -five  trout,  941b. 
Weather  fine,  dry,  and  bright,  with  light  easterly  breezes. 
Of  takes  by  local  anglers,  Mr.  H.  Mackay  killed  over  a 
dozen  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  and  a  like  basket  on 
Friday.— J.  Y.  . 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart.)— The  river  is  low  at  present, 
and  sport  consequently  bad.  We  are  waiting  for  a  fresh  to 
permit  the  salmon  to  come  over  the  Sion  Mills  weir.  A 
sturgeon  was  killed  by  the  Duke  of  Abercorn's  keepers  last 
week,  weighing  over  2cwt.  Does  any  of  yourreaders  know 
of  any  larger  being  found  in  inland  rivers?  It  is  the  largest 
that  has  ever  been  found  in  these  rivers.  Trout  fishing 
will  afford  good  sport  for  some  time  yet,  as  the  May-fly  has 
made  its  appearance,  and  the  trout  are  feeding  freely  since 
a  welcome  change  has  come  in  the  temperature  of  the 
weather.— John  J.  Moore. 

Naver  (Strathnaver,  N.B.).— Very  little  has  been  done 
in  salmon  angling  of  late,  as  the  sportsmen  have  left  for  the 
south.  On  Monday,  last  week,  Mr.  T.  Scott,  Rhefail  fished 
the  Syn  Lodge  on  Mr.  Griffith’s  rod,  and  caught  two  salmon 
weighing  161b.  and  lllb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  Mackenzie, 
Syre,  landed  four  grilse;  on  Wednesday,  he  had  three 
salmon  of  201b.,  181b.,  and  161b. ;  and  on  Thursday  one  grilse. 
Mr.  John  Stewart,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  and  other  anglers  are 
regularly  out  on  the  tidal  waters,  and  excellent  baskets  are 
made  of  trout,  which  run  in  weight  up  to  31b.  each.— McB. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Fish  have 
been  taking  freely  and  very  good  baskets  have  been  the 
rule.  Last  Friday,  Mr.  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  fished  Loch 
Merkland,  and  landed  thirty-six  trout,  aggregating  101b. ; 
on  the  same  loch,  Mr.  Oakden  and  Mr.  Bartholomew, 
Birmingham,  made  a  basket  of  forty-two  trout,  131b. ;  Mr. 
D.  Mackay,  Overscaig,  on  Loch  Shin,  had  twenty-four,  Olb. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Boyd,  on  Fiag  beat,  twenty-six  trout, 
lolb. ;  Mr.  Oakden  and  Mr.  Bartholomew,  on  Upper  Shin, 
twenty-three,  lOjlb. ;  and  Master  Mackay,  on  Loch  Shin 
(one  hour  only)  nine  trout,  41b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  a 
strong  easterly  wind  blew  all  day.  Mr.  Boyd,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  thirty -six  trout,  1241b. ;  Messrs.  Oakden  and 
Bartholomew,  on  Mid  Shin,  forty-two,  131b. ;  and  Miss 
Mackay,  on  Loch  Shin  (a  few  hours  only),  ten  trout,  441b. 

Rhiconich  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— The 

weather  has  been  very  bright  and  dry,  with  cold  east 
winds,  fish  consequently  stiff  in  rising.  Best  flies,  Zulu, 
scarlet  and  teal.  On  Saturday  week,  Mr.  MacDonald, 
Inshy ra,  on  Loch  No.  1,  thirty-five  trout,  Olb.  During  last 
week.  Captain  Burton,  Gloucestershire,  had  as  follows: 
Monday,  on  Loch  No.  3,  fifteen  trout,  71b. ;  Tuesday,  on 
Loch  No.  2,  forty-eight,  121b.;  Wednesday,  on  No.  3,  fifty- 
two,  151b. ;  Thursday  on  No.  1,  twenty-seven,  91b. ;  Satur¬ 
day  on  No.  2,  sixty,  181b. ;  and  on  Monday  this  week  on 
No.  1,  twenty-seven,  81b.  Captain  Barton’s  total  basket  for 
the  six  day’s  fishing,  was  229  trout,  691b.—  McB. 

South  of  Scotland.— There  is  no  change  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  South  of  Scotland  streams.  For  weeks  past 


the  rivers  have  been  so  low  and  clear  that  although  a  few 
odd  salmon  and  sea  trout  have  fallen  to  persevering 
anglers,  the  sport  has  been  decidedly  poor  for  a  month 
past  in  every  river  of  the  district.  It  is  many  years  ago 
since  the  waters  were  so  low  in  June.  In  point  of  tact 
there  has  not  been  a  good  flood  in  the  rivers  since  the 
season  opened  at  the  end  of  February.  A  few  trout  are 
being  picked  out  in  the  Cairn  of  the  Nith  with  worm  on 
the  Stewart,  among  the  most  successful  being  Mr.  Ancell 
and  Mr.  Burgess,  who  had  recently  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Wightman  was  reported  as 
having  killed  141b.  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Cairn.  In  the 
main  river  (the  Nith)  sea  trout  are  apparently  scarce 
— at  least  very  few  have  been  caught  with  the  rod.  ine 
Annan  is  not  much  better.  The  only  sea  trout  caught 
have  been  landed  by  the  following  anglers  :  Mr.  Andrew 
Bell  killed  one  of  141b.  and  a  brown  trout  of  Jib.  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening  in  the  Mount  Annan  water.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Henry  Boyd  had  eight  yellow  trout  with  the  Stewart, 
and  on  Wednesday  two  sea  trout  of  lllb.  each,  at  Newbie 
Mill,  with  the  same  line.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy,  of 
Newington  Lodge,  killed  twenty-two  yellow  trout  with 
the  clear- water  worm  in  the  island  streams  at  Warmanbie. 
On  Thursday  Mr.  McGiverin,  of  the  post-office,  killed,  two 
prettv  little  fish  with  fly.  The  reports  of  the  sport  from 
the  Esk  is  not  any  better.  Any  fish  that  have  been 
caught  have  in  most  instances  been  killed  by  fishing  after 
dark.  There  is  no  appearance  of  rain,  which  seems  as  tar 
off  as  ever.— Heatherbell.  ,  ,  .  .  „ 

Spey.— Good  sport  was  enjoyed  by  anglers  last  week.  On 
the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Kilston, 
London,  had  a  fish  of  161b.,  and  also  some  grilse  on 
Saturday  ;  on  the  Aberlour  House  water,  a  fish  1141b.  was 
got  on  Wednesday ;  one  of  161b.  on  Thursday,  and  on 
Friday,  two  weighing  91b.  and  1141b.  respectively.  On  the 
Tulchan  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Lawford,  Knockan 
lenie  House,  landed  four  salmon,  weighing  941b,  lllb.,  142lb. 
and  151b.  On  Thursday,  four  salmon,  weighing  941b.,  941b., 
101b.  and  1041b. ;  on  Friday,  two  salmon  of  lllb.  and  131b. , 
and  on  Saturday,  two  fish  of  15ilb.  and  201b.  respectively. 

_ jj  ^ 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Caithness). — The  salmon 

angling  on  this  river  and  loch  for  the  month  of  May  has 
been  the  best  for  a  good  many  years.  The  latter  half  of 
the  month  being  the  best.  There  were  two  good  spates 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  and  a  large  run  of  salmon 
came  up,  they  were  taking  well,  and  scores  of  five,  seven, 
eight,  nine,  ten,  and  fourteen  to  one  rod  were  got  in  a  day. 
One  angler  killed  sixty -two  fish  in  the  month,  another 
fifty,  and  all  the  others  had  very  creditable  scores.  Since 
the  first  of  June  they  have  not  been  taking  so  well ; 
nine  being  the  most  in  one  day  to  four  rods,  one  of  which 
had  five.  Friday  and  Saturday  were  blank  days,  and  only 
one  fish  yesterday.  Lochmore  is  well-stocked  with  salmon, 
and  when  the  “  rise  ”  comes  on  good  sport  will  be  got  this 
month.  About  thirty  thousand  salmon  fry— fine  healthy 
fish — are  being  turned,  out  of  the  breeding-house  here  to 

their  summer  quarters.— A.  H.  ... 

Tweed. — Not  for  many  years  past  has  the  rivers  in  the 
vale  of  Tweedside  been  at  such  a  low  level  at  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  of  the  season.  Angling,  therefore,  as  may 
be  expected,  is  nearly  at  a  standstill,  and  it  is  only  those 
who  rise  with  the  lark  and  use  worm  for  a  lure  that  any 
trout  can  be  got  during  the  day-time.  Evening  fishing  is 
now  much  in  vogue,  but  baskets  are  light  as  a  rule,  and 
few  even  of  these  are  got  either  on  the  Tweed  or  Teviot. 
The  best  baskets  killed  during  the  week  have  been  got  by 
Mr.  James  Hogarth  and  his  son.  on  the  Teviot  at  Heiton 
Mill,  who  between  them  had  101b.  on  the  same  river  on 
Tuesday.  D.  Brown,  Kelso,  had  641b.  ;  and  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  W.  Barff,  Kelso,  had  51b.  on  the  Tweed,  during  last 
week,  in  the  evenings ;  Mr.  George  Lees,  jun.,  had  several 
nice  takes,  one  dish  numbering  fifteen  trout,  including  one 
or  two  of  Rib.  each.  As  for  salmon  fishing  that  sport  is  at 
present  nil."  On  the  tributary  streams  many  good  baskets 
have  been  got,  and  the  following  takes  are  reported Mr. 
Thomas  Kennedy,  941b.,  Bowmont ;  Mr.  Thomas  Cairns, 
81b.,  Bowmont;  Mr.  Janies  Oben,  3.tlb.,  Kale;  Mr. 
John  Gray,  21b.,  Coquet;  Mr.  John  Currie,  81b, 
Bowmont ;  Mr.  John  Hewitson,  5jlb.,  Lsaway ; 
Mr.  Robert  Gray,  31b.,  Kale;  Mr.  John  Turnbull  a  good 
basket.  The  above  were  all  killed  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
the  following  were  got  on  the  Saturday  following:— T. 
Kennedy,  lolb.,  Colledge;  Mr.  R.  Oliver  741b.,  Beamish; 
Mr.  Wm,  Scott,  641b.,  Bowmont;  Mr.  R.  Affleck,  31b., 
Kale;  Mr.  T.  Craig,  6}lb.,  Kale;  Mr.  James  Cuthbert,  61b., 
Kale  ;  Mr.  M.  Scott,  511b.,  Bowmont;  Mr.:  John;.  Dickson, 
241b.  Kale.  The  weather  has  now  turned  out  much  finer 
than’  it  has  been,  and  tho  want  of  a  heavy  flood  is  very 
much  felt,  the  river  beds  being  in  a  most  filthy  state.— 

Whitadder  (Ellemford).— Since  my  last  report  the  east 
winds  have  been  continuous;  visitors  few,  and  baskets 
small.  However,  to-day  (June  9)  there  is  a  marked  change 
in  the  wmather— very  much  warmer.  Some  May -flies  are 
now  on  the  water.— R.  J.  Fenton. 


Irish  Reports. 


Ballin  derry  (East  Tyrone).— Angling  on  the  Baffin- 

derry  has  improved  considerably  as  the  weather  became 
more  favourable.  On  the  Coagh  reaches  during  the  week, 
Mr.  John  Norris  had  twenty -four  trout;  Mr.  J.  Maneely, 
eighteen;  Mr.  1L  H.  Norris,  twelve;  Mr.  B.  Threw, 
twenty-six  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Dallas,  fourteen.  On  Monday,  on 
the  Tullybiggan  preserved  water,  Mr.  W.  H.  Kiriley  s, 
Mr.  R.  Stevenson  had  a  very  nice  basket  of  eleven  brown 
trout,  ranging  from  fib.  to  14.1b.  Mr.  Stevenson  also 
killed  a  prime  jack,  which  weighed  61Tb.  It  was  full  of 
young  trout.  Other  gentlemen  had  fair  success  in  the 
same  waters.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Lennon,  Limepark  House, 
enjoys  rare  sport  on  his  Loughrey  preserves,  taking  a 
dozen  fish  daily  on  the  average.— East  Tyrone. 

Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  more  like  January  than  June.  Cold,  harsh 
winds,  constantly  shifting  from  north  to  south-east,  and 
frequent  heavy  showers  of  rain.  However  this  did  not 
seem  to  affect  tho  river  Erne  much,  as  the  three  gentle¬ 
men  fishing  there  had  capital  sport  as  follows Mr.  J. 
Arkcoll,  on  Monday,  two  salmon,  241b.  and  lllb. ;  on 
Tuesday,  one,  171b.  ;  on  Wednesday,  one,  141b.  ;  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  two,  171b.  and  121b. ;  on  Friday,  one,  81b. ;  Mr.  W.  N. 
Griffiths,  on  Wednesday,  one  salmon,  lllb.  ;  on  Thursday, 
one,  151b. ;  on  Friday,  one,  171b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  Mr. 
L.  Simmonds,  on  Monday,  one  salmon,  141b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  51b. ;  on  Wednesday,  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
lllb. ;  on  Friday,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  on  Saturday,  two  grilse, 
5l"b.  and  441b.  The  May-fly  fishing  on  the  lough  was  very 
poor  in  the  beginning  of  tho  week,  owing  to  the  stormy 
and  cold  weather ;  but  it  improved  towards  the  end  and  a 
few  good  baskets  were  taken.  But  little  fishing  was  done 
on  Melvin  last  week,  as  owing  to  the  storm  the  boat  could 
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not  go  out  on  most  days.  Still  tho  sport  was  good  when 
tho  boats  could  go  out,  and  grilse  and  trout  rose  freely.— 
M.  Rohan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport  has 
been  practically  at  a  standstill  here  in  cpnsequonce  of  un¬ 
favourable  weather  and  the  foul  condition  of  the  water 
from  mountain  Hoods.  Only  three  peel  were  had  since  last 
report ;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan  got  two  of  these,  61b.  and  441b.;  and 
Mr.  W.  T.  Kces  one,  61b.  The  latter  gentleman  and  Col. 
Lewis  have  had  some  fair  trout  fishing  on  a  couple  of  days. 
Mr.  ltees  one  day  landed  a  fine  sea  trout  of  Lib.  W  eather 
improving,  and  salmon  peel  and  sea  trout  coming  up  in 
largo  numbers.  Three  hundred  large  sea  trout  and  forty 
salmon  were  got  in  the  weir  during  the  last  weekly  season. 
— Thos.  J.  Denneiiy.  .  ,  .  . 

Lough  Neagh  (Ulster;.— During  the  past  two  weeks 
the  takes  of  lake  trout  have  been  very  large,  and  some  of 
tho  trout  netted  run  as  high  as  301b.  in  weight,  Nono 
worth  mentioning  have  been  taken  on  the  rod,  and  indeed 
fishing  with  artificial  Hies,  except  very  far  out  and  in  the 
rough  waters,  would  bo  useless,  as  the  heavy  lake  trout 
do  not  rise  well.  The  pollen  industry  is  very  good,  and 
proving  remunerative,  demand  from  London  markets 
being  good.  A.  few  salmon  have  been  taken  oft  the  I  yrono 
shores,  but  they  are  not  yet  in  sufficient  numbers  to  admit 
of  successful  netting.  In  the  past  two  years  cross-lining 
has  died  out  completely,  at  least  on  the  Tyrone  shores,  and 
rod  fishing— except  under  extraordinarily  favourable  cir¬ 
cumstances — is  almost  nil.  The  eel  fishing  will  start  as 
soon  as  the  first  favourable  winds  and  hot  spells  of  weather 
set  in.  Under  proper  care  and  management  Lough  Is  eagh 
could  be  made  the  best  salmon  water  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Englishmen  never  seem  to  entertain  an  idea  ot 
its  large  proportions— twenty -four  miles  long  by  twelve 
miles  broad,  with  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
square  miles  of  water.  Tourists  would  not  regret  a  visit  to 
this  inland  sea,  while  in  the  winter  time  it  is  a  veritable 
paradise  to  the  duck  shooter. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Since  last  report  sport 
on  river  and  lough  has  been  fairly  goiid,  notwithstanding 
cold  northerly  winds  and  bright  sunshine.  Col.  St.  George 
had  for  the  week,  three  salmon,  91b.,  101b.,  ll-fib.,  and  four 
grilse,  averaging  5jlb.  The  Messrs.  Curtter,  two  salmon, 
91b.,  lllb.„  and  six  grilse  averaging  51b.,  and  some  good 


baskets  of  trout  averaging  lib.  a-piece,  largest  411b.  ;  Mr. 
II.  Scropp,  one  day  killed  two  salmon,  111b.,  121b.,  and  one 


grilse,  6ib. ;  Mr.  J.  Hoyle, 
121b.,  four  grilse,  211b. ; 
days,  five  grilse,  23ilb. ; 
two  grilse,  611b.,  511b. 
salmon,  1141b. ;  Messrs 


three  days,  two  salmon,  101b., 
Messrs.  Corvic  and  Legg,  three 
Mr.  W.  P.  Ilingwood,  one  day, 
General  Knox,  one  day,  one 
ccviii.w,.,  Burchell  and  Brogden,  trout 

fishing  had 'baskets  of  fish  weighing  from  181b.  to  251b.,  in 
which  were  sovcral  good  ones  from  21b.  to  31b.  The  num¬ 
bers  of  grilse  and  sea  trout  in  tho  river  are  steadily 
increasing,  and  by  next  spring  time  tho  upper  and  lower 
pools  will  be  well-stocked  with  these  sporting  newly -run 
fish. — Frank  Hearne. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The  Green 
Drake  fishing  on  Lough  Derg  is  over  for  the  present  season, 
and  more  is  the  pity.  The  poor  Drakes  did  not  get  half  a 
chance  this  time.  For  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before 
they  were  due  everything  had  been  in  their  favour ;  the 
water  was  right,  the  sun-heat  right,  and  we  were  all  in 
full  hope  that  a  splendid  time  was  to  come,  not  only  from 
across  the  Channel,  but  also  for  the  devoted  band  of  local 
anglers,  as  well  as  the  kindliest  lot  of  all,  those  who  each 
season  turn  up  from  the  southern  countries,  including 
Cork.  Never  before  did  everything  look  so  promising  for 
a  glorious  lake  season.  But  the  perishing  cold  weather  of 
the  past  three  weeks,  succeeded  by  five  days  of  storm, 
has,  I  regret  to  say,  finished  it  up.  Several  fino  brown 
and  Gillaroo  trout  have,  however,  been  taken  at  the 
chief  stations  on  the  lake,  Here  at  Killaloe  “whoppers” 
up  to  941b.  have  been  taken.  At  Mount  Shannon, 
Williamstown,  Dromineer,  Castle  Lough,  Tinnerana,  the 
Fish  Ponds,  &c.,  fish  ranging  from  41b.  to  141b.  have  also 
been  captured.  To-day  (Wednesday),  is  really  the  only 
summer’s  day  we  have  had  thisyeai'.  The  heat  has  brought 
up  clouds  of  Green  Drakes,  who  will  not  look  at  them  on 
the  surface  of  the  wator,  because  they  are  devouring  them 
during  their  ascent  from  below.  Salmon  fishers  on  the 
river  have  not  fared  better  than  the  trout  fishers  on  the 
lake  for  which  wo  have  to  blame  the  weather.  On  May  27, 
John  and  W.  Barry  on  Mr.  Young's  preserves,  one  salmon, 
171b. ;  Major  Traherne,  on  his  preserves,  one  salmon,  131b. ; 
Colonel  Willans,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  the  29th,  Major 
Traherne,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  the  30th,  John  and  W.  Barry, 
on  Mr.  Young’s  fishery,  one,  111b.  On  J une  1,  Mr,  A.  P.  Thorn- 


ley,  Birmingham,  one  very  plump  grilse,  81b. ;  Major 
Traherne,  one  salmon,  111b.;  Col.  Willans,  one,  161b.;  W.  Ellis, 
on  free  water,  one,  101b.  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  II.  R.  Y.  Burnett,  on 


water,  attended  by  John  and  W.  Barry,  two  salmon,  lilb. 
and  71b.;  Major  Traherne,  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  one  grilse, 
51b.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  S.  B.  Tuibctt,  one  grilse.  61b.;  Mr. 
Burnett,  one  really  line  grilse,  1041b.  On  the  7th,  John 
and  W.  Barry,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  the  8th,  Major  Tra- 


supply  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  sport  bound  to  be  good 
before  the  present  mouth  is  out.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes.— The  concluding  days  of  last  week 
brought  up  the  Green  Drake  in  myriadsupon  Lough  Ennell, 
and  fishing  was  considerably  hampered  in  consequence, 
the  only  sport  obtainable  being  in  the  early  morning  and 
late  in  tho  afternoon  when  the  flies  had  cleared  away.  So 
numerous  were  the  latter  this  season  that  each  rough,  wet 
day  left  several  inches  deep  of  their  battered  bodies  upon 
the  lake  shore.  The  fishing  on  Ennell  and  Derravaragh  is 
now  partly  on  the  wane  owing  to  the  broiling  hot  weather 
which  has  just  set  in,  while,  to  make  matters  worse,  tho 
wind  has  for  nearly  a  week  past  been  blowing  steadily 
from  the  east.  With  suitable  weather,  the  fishing  upon 
Lough  Owel  would  now  be  in  its  prime,  and  there  is  a 
splendid  rise  of  Green  Drake,  which  is  curiously  of  a  much 
larger  variety  than  those  of  the  sister  lakes.  On  the  whole, 
the  fishing  has  been  remarkably  good  this  year — T.  J.  W. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents,  specially  compiled  for  the  F.  G.  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and  Engineers, 
76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys 
for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks :—  , 

H.  Mil  ward  and  Sons,  Limited,  and  W.  Guise,  of  London, 
for  “  Improvements  in  attaching  winches  or  reels  to 
fishing  rods.” 


Just  Published,  crown  8 vo.,  price  10/6. 

Sixty  Three  Years’  Angling 

from  tfjr  jHomttatn  ^trramUt  to  t\jt  Jlttgljtir  fan. 

BY  JOHN  MAC  VINE. 


London:  LONGMANS,  GREEN  &  CO. 


FLY  FISHING. 

TIe©  Largest  Stock  of  Flies  in  London, 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Cornuhian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  (200  Illustrations  and  coloured  plate  of 

Flies),  2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holborn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  MARK.  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock 

^  ^  ^  ^  „  -r  ™  SPECIALITIES  TO  BE  HAD  ONLY  FROM 

YACHTING a FISHING  ™.  NORFOLK  BROADS  chm.  ==  *  co., 

YACHTS  FOR  EilFF.  Superior  Greenheart,  and  Whole  Cane  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods. 

List,  with  full  description,  on  application—  *"  ■ 

A.  J.  RUDD  (late  C.  J.  Greene),  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

_  Every  information  as  to  fishing  ground!  given  to  customers.  - 

LOOK  HERE!! 

For  12s.  6d.  I  will  forward  you  a  three  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  well- finished  Greenheart  Fly 
Rod  iu  bag'll  feet  long,  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  inch  Bronzed  Reel,  with  revolving 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  hair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Fritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  Gd.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Trout  flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
G  B  RICHARDSON,  Gun  &,  Fishing  Tackle  Maker 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


Kendal  Solid  Leather  Fish  Creels,  price  25s.  Kendal  Combination  Wood  and  Metal  Fish  Creels, 
price  5s.  9d.  each.  Special  Compact  carry-all  Fishing  Bags  for  Trout,  from  3s.  2d.,  for  Salmon, 
Us  North  country  Hackle  Flies,  superior  quality.  Is.  3d.  per  dozen.  Winged  Flies,  Is.  6d.  per 
dozen.  North  country  Fly  Casts,  9s.  per  dozen.  We  guarantee  all  our  goods  of  the  best  possible 
material  and  workmanship.  Price  List  Post-free. 

(1  and  Diploma  ot  Honour,  Highest  Award  for  Irish  Damask  Table  Linen,  Edinburgh,  1890 
Two  Prize  Medals,  Paris,  1889. 

ROBINSON  Sc  CLEAVER’S 


Children’s. ..Is.  3d.  perd  z.  I  Hemstitched— 

Ladies’  . 2s.  4  d..  ,,  Ladies'. ..2s.  lljd.per  doz. 

_  Gent’s . 3s.  6d.  „  |  Gent’s  ...4s.  lid.  „ 

Embroidered  Handkerchiefs,  in  all  the  Latest  Styles,  from  Is.  to  60s.  each. 

By  appointments  to  the  Queen  T/L/rvErha^^^wo/lT.^idt 

and  the  Empress  Frederick  0  1  |j  KA  F  f  tame.'  -Queen. 

OF  GERMANY.  V  ■  Samples  and  Price  List  Post  free. 


OAIBRIH 

chiefs 

POCKET 

Please  name  this  Paper  “HANDKERCHIEFS 


THE  “STANDARD”  MEAT  EMITS  FOE  DOGS. 

USED  BY  SOME  OF  THE  LARGEST  EXHIBITORS. 


TESTIMONIAL 


The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co.  Glenboig,  N.B. 

Sir3  _I  have  given  your  “  Standard  ”  Dog  Biscuits  a  fair  trial  and  I  consider 

Worn  to  be  as  good,  i£  not  superior,  to  any  Utave  0HApJIAN. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  tbe 


The  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co.  Edinburgh,  N.B. 

Dear  Sirs, — Your  Dog  Biscuits  are  simply  perfect.  My  dogs  prefer  them  to 
any  others.  Please  repeat  my  last  order,  namely  5  cwts. 

Yours  faithfully,  W.  R.  REID. 


™o«nfartiired  bv  this  Company  from  the  purest  materials,  and  which  has  been  proved  and  tested,  meeting  a  decided  want  in 
manuf  y  the  rearing  and  feeding  of  dogs. 

ThP  Manager  who  has  the  combined  experience  of  a  breeder  along  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  biscuit  making,  finds  that  a 
The  M  g  ,  constant  use  of  these  biscuits  is  attended  with  the  best  results. 

twf  niquiTITS  ARE  EATEN  GREEDILY  DRY,  BUT  IF  PREFERRED  SOFT,  THEY  SHOULD  BE  COVERED  WITH  WARM  WATER  FOR  10  MINUTES 

S amnia  1  cwt.  bag,  20s. ;  ditto  i  do.,  11s.,  carriage  paid,  Special  Terms  for  larger  quantities. 

THE  “STANDARD’’  MEAT  BISCUIT  CO.,  EDINBURGH. 
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JAMES  OGDEN,  28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


PRICES — Floating:,  6s.,  Sunk,  4s.  per  doz  ,  on  Eyed' Hooks  or  14in.  Gut,  or  Dressed  Correctly  to  Pattern. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  M  ULTUM-IN-P  AR  VO  FLY  RODS,  £1  Is, 

N.B.-NO  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  PERSONS  ASSUMING  THE  SAME  NAME. 


FISHING  RODS. 

HOPKINS’ SPLICE,  or  JOIST  FASTENER,  for 
Fis.iing  Rods  (Protected  Right  No.  409S)  ensures 
perfect  action  throughout  the  rod  when  casting, and 
is  only  about  half  the  weight  of  tlie  common  round 
brasses  or  sockets  in  use.  No  hitch-fastener, 
screw,  or  usual  tying  required.  A  rod  can  be  put  to¬ 
gether  or  taken  down  in  a  minute.  This  Splice  or 
Joint  Fastener  makes  the  old-fashioned  Irish 
switch  or  withy  rod  perfect.  The  late  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  the  veteran  angler,  called  this  small  Irish 
rod  the  multum  in  parvo  rod,  and  I  have  known 
many  anglers  kill  large  Salmon  with  this  little  rod, 
about  forty  years  ago,  on  Lord  Kilmorey’s  Estates 
in  the  North  of  Ireland. — Apply  to  Capt.  Hopkins, 
No.  1,  Pittville  Parade,  Cheltenham. 


BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY, 

EYED  TROUT  OVA,  15s.  per  1,000 
FRY  from  £1  per  1,000. 
Year-old  FISH  at  reduced  rates. 

A  fern  Year-  Old  BLA  CK  BA  SS  for  Sale 

W.  T.  SILK,  Stamford 


The  IVANHOE, 

Very  Old  Scotch  Whisky. 

A  MORE  HONEST  WHISKY  CANNOT  BE  GOT 

To  be  had  from  all  Grocers  and  Spirit  Merchants 
in  our  Labelled  and  Capsuled  Bottles,  or 

DIRECT  FROM  SOLE  PROPRIETORS — 

D.  A.  RHIND  &  CO.,  LEITH. 

HAVE  YOU  TRIED 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which  will 
take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by  the  leading 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3d, 
6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra) 
the  Maker— WM.  KING,  157,  COMMERCIAL 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


TROUT  FLIES. 

PRITT’S  AND  THEAKSTONE’S 

Small-sized  hackled  Flies  on  hair  or  gut, 

For  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  &c. 
3  dozen,  4/.;  1/6  per  dozen;  hair  casts,  3  for  2 /-; 
single  hair  packets,  3/-. 


Francis’s  Loch  Flies  for  Scotland,  Wales,  an 
England,  2/-  per  dozen. 


Address— J.  Picrersoill,  12,  Bingley  St.,  Leeds. 


CROFTS’ 

CELEBRATED  PLAITED  LINES. 

Fine  Roach,  2/-;  Trout,  2/6;  Barbel,  3/6;  Pike, 
4/6 ;  Salmon,  6/6  per  100  yards.  Any  ltngth 
supplied.  Samples  Id. 

LIVE  BAIT. — Lob  Worms,  3/-  per  1,000,  2/- 
500  ;  Small  Mixed  Worms,  Caddis  Bait,  1/6  and 
2/6  per  bag  ;  60  Live  Minnows,  with  Bait  Tin,  3/6. 

46,  SUSSEX  STREET.  NOTTINGHAM. 


CAFFAREY’S  PATENT 


O 


COVER 


GRIP 

FISHING-ROD  HANDLE 

HOOK  REST. 

For  Trout  Rods,  9d.  each. 

For  Salmon  Rodsv 
is.  6d. 
each. 


Easily 

wound  on  any  Rod. 
Ensures  a  firm  Grip  with 
Comfort  to  Anglers, 


To  be  had  of  all  Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

AND  WHOLESALE  AT 


46  &  47,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  PLY  CASTING. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

.Tames  Rerss,  Sprouston-on-Tweed,  Kelse,  winner  of 
the  Professional  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competition  at 
Twickenham,  9th  August,  1890,  begs  to  intimate  to  all 
those  interested,  that  by  special  request,  he  will  be 
prepared  on  and  after  the  15th  of  June,  to  give  Lessons 
in  the  above  at  the  Welsh  Harp  Fishery,  Hendon, 
where  a  suitable  stretch  of  water  has  been  secured. 
Strictest  privacy  ensured.  For  terms,  hours  of  atten¬ 
dance,  and  other  particulars  apply  to  J.  K.,  at 
Bellevue  Cottage^  Sprouston.  Kelso,  N.B.,  to  loth  of 
June,  and  afterwards  at  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon. 


«J .  THE  AKER, 

Wholesale  and  Retail 

SILK  LINE  MANUFACTURER. 

Rods,  Reels,  and  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle. 

Plaited  Roach,  100  yds.  1/6;  Barbel,  2/-;  Pike,  4/-; 
Twisted  Roach,  80  yds.  1/-;  Barbel,  1/6;  Strong 
Pike,  2/6.  Send  directed  envelope  for  samples 
and  see  quality. 

Best  Lob  Worms  3/-  per  1,000. 

J.  THEAKER,  Canal  St.,  Nottingham. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 


WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 


Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 


ANGLER/S  DIARY  for  1891. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  subjects: — Names  and  particulars 
of  Fishing  Stations  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &c.  ;  the  Close  Seasons 
and  Cost  of  Rod  Licences  in  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  &c. 


Devonshire  Rivers. 


DEVONSHIRE  FLIES 

(Good  in  any  Stream),  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

FLIES  MADE  TO  PATTERN. 

A  LARGE  STOCK  OF  RODS  AND 
TACKLE  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

The  Devon  and  other  artificial  Baits,  Reels, 
Lines,  Gut  Casting  Lines,  Fly  Books,  Wading 
Stockings  and  Trousers,  Baskets,  and  every  other 
requisite. 

Address -WILLIAM  MUDFORD, 

Fore  Street,  Tiverton,  Devonshire. 

Ticket  Depot  for  the  Tiverton  Fishing  Association. 


TO  TROUT  FISHERS! 

First-class  Hair  Cast,  with  4  Flies,  1/6 
each  ;  Hair  Cast,  1/- ;  Flies,  1/6  a  dozen. 
Terms  — Cash  with  order. 

JAMES  RICHMOND, 

ALBERT  TERRACE, 

BURNLEY,  LANCASHIRE. 


OYSTERS !  OYSTERS 

N  or*  ton’s  Oyster  Rooms, 

ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 
Established  1826. 

For  Royal  Whitstable  and  other  native  oysters  this 
establishment  stands  unrivalled  in  the  North  of 
England, 

Fresh  supplies  daily  throughout  the  entire  season. 
Oysters  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Continent,  packed  in  barrels  of  the  requisite  size. 
Quality— unequalled.  Despatch— immediate. 


ONE  TRIAL  WILL  CONVINCE. 


PRACTICAL  DODGY 

UTILITIES. 


Skates. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 


Lists  Free. 

HILL’S, 

4,  Haymarket,  S.  W. 


TOOTHACHE 

CURED  INSTANTLY  BY 


BUNTERS 

Neuralgic  Headaches  ana 
all  Nerve  Pains  removed 
by  BUNTER’S  NERVINE. 
All  Chemists,  Is.  ljd. 


Prevents  Decay,  Saves 
Extraction.  Sleepless 
Nights  Prevented. 

NERVINE 


Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &c.,  writ¬ 
ing  in  Health,  says  — 

“  1  BUNTER’S  NERVINE  ’  has  stood  the  most 
severe  test.  For  many  years  it  has  been  the 
favourite  household  Remedy  for  TOOTH-ACHE 
and  kindred  ailments  of  NEURALGIC  character. 
It  contains  nothing  of  a  deleterious  nature,  aj|d 
should  claim  an  honoured  place  in  every  family 
medicine  chest.” 

WM.  BLACKLAWS  &  SON., 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 

/ 

and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 


Patronised  by  Royalty  and  tlie  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Every  Angling  Requisite —{Plies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 


New  Bait  for  Pollack,  Bass,  &c. 

THE 

DOUBLE  WORM. 

The  most  deadly  Bait  known.  Fish  are  mad 
»ftor  it.  Three  by  post,  Is.  ;  ditto,  larger,  Is.  6d. 

HEARDER  PLYMOUTH. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing, 
inventors  of  the  celebrated  Plymouth 
Sand  Eels.  Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds 
of  fishing. 

Otter  and  Beam  Trawls,  Trammels, 
Naturalists’  and  Oyster  Dredges. 
Established  1770.  Highest  awards  everywhere. 


Price  2s.  6d. ;  post  free,  2s.  9d. 

THE  ART  OF  ANGLI  NO 

By  CHARLES  BOWLKER,  of  LUDLOW. 
Containing  List  of  Flies,  Directions  for  Fly-Fishing 
Trolling,  Making  Artificial  Flies,  &c.,  with  a  List  of 
the  most  celebrated  Fishing  Stations  in  North  Wales, 
and  coloured  Plate  of  Flies.  One  ot  the  best  books 
extant  on  the  “  Gentle  Art."  G.  WOOLLEY,  Book¬ 
seller,  LUDLOW. 


June  20,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


CONTENTS. 


jV.H, — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  jutbllshed 

paper. 

He  Drowned  Himself 
A  Week  in  Derbyshire 
Notices  of  Tackle,  &o- 

Notss  and  Queries  . 

Notes  . 

Salmon  versus  Trout  Angling 

Notices  of  Books,  &3 . 

Correspondence  . 

Waltoniana . 

Old  Charlie  (Portrait) 

My  Best  Salmon . 

The  Gate  Swim.  Amberley  ("Illustrated) 
Famous  Fishermen — Donald  Ross  (Portrait 

Summer  Angling  . 

Sketches  by  Seymour  (Illustrated) . 

Sixty-three  Years’  Angling  . 

A  Whitsuntide  Holiday  on  the  Tamar  .. 

Some  Gillie  Stories  Fresh  from  the  Mint 

Salmon  Fishing . . 

Notes  from  Birmingham  and  District  .. 

Notes  from  Lancashire  . 

Notes  from  Nottingham  . 

Notes  from  York  and  District . 

Notes  from  Lake  District . 

Notes  from  Ireland  . 

Club  Reports  . 

River  Reports  . .  •• 


in  thii 

PAG  15 

895 

396 

397 

397 

398 
398 

398 

399 
■100 

401 

402 
404 
40  > 

406 

407 

408 

408 

409 
409 
411 
411 
411 

411 

412 
412 
412 
414 


- —  NOTICE.  - 

The  Fishing  Gazette  Is  published  every ^Saturday,  and _can  be 
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HE  DROWNED  HIMSELF. 

By  M. 

From  plant  ami  leaf  the  verdant  green  of  the 
summer  had  pissed  away,  and  autumn  with  his 
many  gorgeous  tints  was  silently  stealing  on. 
The  river,  which  during  long  weeks  of  August 
drought  had  run  low  and  clear,  was  now.iu  its 
first  °fresh  peat-brown  autumn  flow,  steadily 
settling  down  to  nice  fishing  volume  after  a  heavy 
flood.  °The  brown  “potted  rascals,”  which  had 


long  tormented  the  angler  with  their  appearance 
of  feeding,  especially  in  the  evenings,  in  the  hard 
run  necks  of  the  streams  to  which  they  had 
moved  for  the  freshest  water  during  the  long 
drought,  had  at  length  been  dislodged  from  their 
holds,  and  sent  away  up  river  in  obedience  to 
their  instincts  to  get  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
The  spate  had  coma  in  the  nick  of  time,  and 
from  the  seaward  reaches  it  was  reported  that 
there  was  a  strong  head  of  silvery  fresh-run 
autumn  fish  moving  steadily  upward.  One  day 
more  aud  the  autumn  fishing  would  begin  in 
earnest.  A  week  after  the  netting  closed,  I  and 
a  friend,  in  response  to  a  telegram  telling  us  that 


‘  she  would  fish  the  morn,”  as  there  had  been  a 
great  spate,  had  arrived  to  be  present  at  the  start 
of  the  back-end  angling  on  a  lovely  stretch  of  the 
Dee,  which,  along  with  another  fine  length,  an 
elder  brother  of  my  friend’s  had  rented  for  the 
autumn  months. 

After  a  refreshing  night’s  sleep  and  a  substantial 
breakfast  to  back  it  up,  we  started  away  to  the 
river.  The  morning  was  calm.  The  frost  still  lay 
white  on  the  grass  as  we  hied  through  the  “  hr 
park  ”  field,  in  the  huge  beeches  of  which  by  the 
water-side  were  several  squirrels  busy  “  nutting. 
The  air  was  crisp  and  clear  ;  and  here  and  there 
little  columns  of  mist  circling  upward  indicated 
the  lie  of  the  river  away  up  amongst  the  hills  to 
the  west.  Eastward  the  sun  was  just  beginning 
;o  rise  above  the  fir-crowned  heights  of  Tilquhillie, 
and,  ere  our  rods  had  been  rigged  up  by  our  old 
and  tried  attendant,  Minnonie,  the  head  gillie, 
already  he  had  thrown  his  cheering  beams  around 
us  on  water,  field,  and  tree. 

It  was  a  scene — such  a  scene  as  the  poet  paints 
when  “  sounds  the  most  faint  attract  the  ear 
The  river  in  front  of  us  (here)  glided  tranquilly 
by,  and,  except  the  chirrup  of  a  bird,  whose  season 
of  joyous  song  had  long  gone  past,  or  the  fall  after 
their  summer’s  reign  of  the  first  of  the  leaves 
nipped  by  the  frost  as  they  rustled  down  through 
the  boughs  to  the  ground,  scarce  a  sound  from  near 
or  far  broke  the  stillness  of  that  lovely  autumn 
morning. 

But  to  my  tale  of  the  fishing.  By  mutual  con¬ 
sent  it  was  resolved  to  divide  the  water  into  two 
beats  of  about  equal  length.  Who  should  have 
the  first  turn  of  the  upper  and  who  of  the  lower 
was  then  tossed  for,  and  Dick  winning  the  toss, 
decided  to  take  the  lower.  Every  two  hours  we 
were  to  change.  Before  Dick  went  off  down  to 
commence  at  the  top  of  his  stretch  we  made  a 
water  gauge  by  inserting  a  pin  with  notches  in  it 
in  the  sand  of  a  quiet  bay  which  the  water  was 
just  reaching.  About  half -past  nine  we  both  had 
begun  to  fish. 

After  fishing  an  hour  or  so,  during  which  I  had 
gone  over  most  of  my  water  without  seeing  a  fish, 
the  question  struck  me,  Can  any  of  the  great 
many  fish  that  are  reported  to  be  making  their 
way  up  river  have  reached  this  beat  ?  It  did  not 
seem  likely.  I  observed  on  looking  at  the  gauge 
as  I  moved  back  to  the  top  to  begin  afresh,  tha,t 
“  she  ”  had  fallen  away  a  good  inch,  surface  level, 
since  I  started.  This  without  demonstration  I 
could  have  believed  would  prove  the  case,  as  the 
frost,  which  had  prevailed  during  the  night  and 
morning,  was  bound  to  have  the  effect  of  making 
her  shrink.  But  I  had  not  calculated  on  showers 
falling  away  forty  to  fifty  miles  up  amongst  the 
hills.  No,  indeed.  Judge  my  surprise,  then,  to 
find  her  grow  rapidly  about  two  o’clock.  It  must 
have  rained  heavily  up  country  since  the  previous 
evening.  I  had  fished  both  beats  and  had  returned 
to  the  top  one  for  my  second  turn  over  it  before  I 
became  aware  of  the  rise  of  the  water.  Dick,  as 
we  crossed,  told  me  that  like  me  he  had  seen  not 
a  fin.  “  The  water  lovely,  too,”  tie  said,  “  and 
besides,  it  is  still  falling,  which  is  in  our  favour. 

“  Yes,  but  I’m  afraid  we  have  no  fish,”  was  my 
reply  ;  “and  it  matters  not  a  whit  what  like  the 
water  is,  or  how  behaving,  so  be  it  there  is  nothing 

in  it  to  catch.”  ,  \  T 

A  little  before  three  o’clock  (I  think)  I  was 
fishing  away  very  carelessly.  I  had  quickly  fished 
down  my  beat  and  got  to  the  end  of  the  lower 
cast  in  it,  when  I  heard  a  shout  from  Dick,  who 
still  was  pegging  away  at  the  top  of  the  upper 
cast  in  the  lower  beat,  only  a  hundred  yards  or  so 
off.  I  looked  down  the  water.  “  What  can  be  up 
with  him  ?  ”  I  said  to  myself.  “  Some  nonsense 
to  make  me  think  he  has  got  a  fish  on.  But 
hearing  another  shout  my  curiosity  was  excited. 
Presently,  through  the  trees,  came  Minnonie, 
running  toward  me  full  speed.  “  What  s  up  now  . 

I  called  out.  “  Oh,  sir,”  he  answered  quite  breath- 
less,  as  he  got  in  about  to  me,  “  Mister  Richard 
sent  me  up  to  tell  you  that  fish  are  running  by  the 
hundred.”  “  What  nonsense,”  said  I.  “No  non 
sense,  sir,  I  cm  assure  you  ;  they  have  been  tear¬ 
ing  over  the  garth  above  the  bridge  in  a  regular 
string  for  over  ten  minutes  ;  we  have  watched 
them,  and  I  am  sure  we  have  seen  in  the  short  time 
a  hundred  fish  come  up,  some  very  ‘  weichty  fish 
among  them.”  “  That’s  very  good,”  said  I ;  “  this 
rise  of  the  water  has  set  them  a-running.  I  may 
tell  you  the  river  has  been  growing  fast ;  it  will  be 
against  our  getting  sport  to-night,  for  the  water 
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being  warm,  the  fish  will  not  rest  till  it  begins  to 
fall,  but  we  are  now  sure  of  being  in  for  fish  to¬ 
morrow.  We  will  have  the  fish  with  us,  aud  that  s 
what  we  want.  Tell  Dick  to  fish  the  sharp-run 
necks  of  the  pools,  he  may  get  a  resting  fish 
there,  or  let  him  go  down  to  the  tail  of  the  pool 
above  the  long  garth,  I’ve  often  got  a  running  fish 
there.  You  see  they  lie  in  to  recover  breath  after 
their  battle  with  the  long  strong  rush  of  broken 
water.” 

Very  soon,  not  only  at  the  garth  mentioned,  but 
at  two  other  garths  in  the  fishery,  lots  of  large  fish 
were  to  be  seen  furrowing  up  through  the  shallows 
and  flinging  themselves  out  of  the  water  on  getting 
past  the  rapids.  This  grand  show  continued  in  a 
very  marked  manner  till  past  four  o  cloc.t,  by 
which  time  the  water  had  gone  back  half  of  the 
three  inches  it  had  “  grown  ”  between  two  and 
half-past  three.  Apparently  there  had  been  but  a 
very  slight  and  short  continued  tall  of  rain  on  the 
mountains  during  the  night  time,  for  Ihi  fall  of 
the  water  was  as  sudden  as  its  rise.  By  five 
o’clock  it  had  gone  down  to  its  morning  height, 
and  now  scarce  a  fish  was  to  be  seen  running. 

Past  five  o’clock  and  as  yet  we  had  done  nothing. 
Dick  met  me  at  the  Bughts.  How  lovely  the 
water  looked  ;  the  sun’s  westering  rays  shone  full 
upon  us  ;  the  nodding  and  waving  birches  on  the 
other  sido  cast  a  golden  shimmer  half  across  the 
pool;  but  the  pool— a  high-water  pool — was 
already  too  low.  “Dick,  you  take  a  cast  there  ;  get 
out  on  the  big  stones  ;  jump  from  one  to  the  other, 
and  then  throw  far  out  as  you  can,”  I  said.  “  I’ve 
sometimes  seen  a  fish  move  to  himself  well  out 
there  beyond  the  black  stone.”  Dick  tried,  but 
without  success ;  we  then  sat  down  for  a  short 
rest. 

“  It  is  your  turn  now,”  said  Dicjt.  Having  on 
waders,  I  got  on  to  a  stone  still  farther  out 
than  the  one  from  which  he  had  fished,  and 
casting  far  out — casting  with  a  great  effort — I  got 
to  the  black  stone.  But  my  fly  came  round  too 
fast.  Could  I  but  manage  two  yards  more— it 
might  be  forty  yards  of  a  cast,  for  the  river  here 
was  eighty  yards  wide,  every  inch,  and  I  did  not 
seem  to  be  getting  half  across— the  fly  by  my 
giving  the  line  a  back  flip  might  be  got  to  come 
round  all  right.  Two  or  three  unsuccessful  efforts 
I  made,  but  with  one  greater  than  all  the  rest, 
and  by  shooting  the  line  I  got  a  grand  cast  (!)  and 
the  fly  lighted  even  farther  out  than  I  had  sought 
to  send  it.  Back  I  flipped  the  line,  and  apparently 
the  fly  came  nicely  down  over  the  deeper  water 
some  yards  below  the  black  stone.  A  good  fish 
rose  head  and  tail  bodily  out  of  the  water.  Not 
to  my  fly,  was  the  thought  which  flashed  across 
my  mind,  it  must  be  nearer  than  that  ;  but,  hey 
boys,  I  was  wrong.  The  line  quickly  tightened— 
a  fish  was  on,  no  mistake  about  it-  He  must  have 
taken  when  I  made  the  back  flip ;  while  the 
current  carried  the  fly  downward,  fie  had  felt  no 
restraint  to  cause  him  to  make  his  presence 
known  ;  it  was  only  when  the  line  coming  round 
began  to  drag  him  that  he  showed  himself — 
showed  himself,  indeed,  for  the  next  moment  he 
spraug  wildly  out  of  the  water  and  tore  away  at 
an  amazing  speed  to  the  other  side. 

Now  the  fight  began.  I  made  for  the  bank  as 
fast  as  I  could,  the  line  the  while  running  out  at 
a  tremendous  rate — all  the  faster  that  I  was  going 
away  from  the  fish.  Dick  was  all  excitement.  I 
had  on  a  “  flyer,”  and  the  fun  was  getting  fast  and 
furious.  Already  three-fourths  of  my  120yds.  of 
line  was  ruu  out.  The  fish  was  heading  up¬ 
stream  at  a  tremendous  pace,  close  under  the 
birks  ou  the  opposite  bank.  He  had  drownel  a 
good  deal  of  line  I  backed  up  to  the  top  of  the 
hi  ah  bank  speedily,  held  the  rod  as  high  as  pos 
sible,  and  ran  up  to  get  ahead  of  him  that  I 
miaht  recover  line.  This  I  successfully  managed 
in  a  very  short  time,  managed,  too.  by  putting  on 
a  very  severe  strain  to  get  the  fish  a  good  bit 
nearer  me. 

I  saw  I  had  a  strong  wild  fish  to  deal  with,  ana 
my  object  was  as  speedily  as  possible  to  knock 
the  wiud  out  of  him.  Good  tackle  I  had.  and  I 
held  hard  on  to  him.  Up  he  worked  into  fine 
water,  for  playing  him.  and  I  was  thinking,  that 
after  ten  minutes  or  so,  that  I  might  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  bringing  him  to  the  side  for  Dick  to  gaff. 
But  presently  he  began  to  roll ;  on  and  on,  he  held, 
rolling  and  tumbliug  about  down  with  the  stream. 
Still  i  kept  him  pretty  close  iu.  Now  a  fence 
came  in  the  way,  an  1  I  bpd  to  hand  the  rod  to 
Dick.  But  in  doing  this  the  line  was  allowed  to 
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ruu  gut  too  easily,  and  before  I  got  over,  the  fish 
was  once  more  far  out— away  over,  near  to  the 
other  side.  Most  of  the  line  was  run  off  by  the 
time  I  got  the  rod  into  my  hands  from  Dick, 
and  where  was  the  fish  ?  He  was  far  up 
the  stream  wilh  half  the  line  drowned. 
Again,  I  would  have  to  do  my  utmost 
to  get  above  him  and  tighten  on  him  ?  No  ;  he 
turned,  and  I  reeled  up  at  least  40yds.  Down 
below  me  he  now  went,  rolling  on  ;  I  was  in  good 
position  again,  but  all  my  efforts  could  not  bring 
him  near  me.  The  water  was  very  swift,  and  it 
took  him  with  it.  I  slacked  line,  thinking  he 
might  turn  of  his  own  accord ;  it  did  not  work.  I 
reeled  in  and  butted  him  ;  it  did  not  work.  Away 
down,  down  he  rolled.  Now  he  was  on  the  verge 
of  the  rapids ;  would  he  turn  ?  The  critical 
moment  had  arrived.  If  he  went  down  the  rapids 
he  and  I  would  part  company.  I  pulled  as  hard 
as  I  dared.  He  struggled  and  plunged  in  the 
o’ergang,  but  the  swift,  strong  water  caught  him, 
and  I  felt  all  was  over.  I  could  but  follow  on. 
Jag,  jag,  I  felt  the  line;  jag,  jag,  as  it  dragged  on 
the  stones  in  the  rapids  as  he  was  hurled  away 
down  the  vortex.  Rushing  after  and  holding  the 
rod  high  up,  but  keeping  sufficiently  back  to  get 
the  line  angled  for  heaving  it  over  the  above¬ 
water  boulders,  50yds.  to  60yds.  out,  as  they 
occurred,  I  had  about  got  past  the  most  pre¬ 
carious  part,  when  my  foot  slipped  down  a  broken 
bank,  and  catching  a  tree-root,  I  fell  full  length 
on  my  face.  Getting  up  quickly,  however,  I 
reeled  in  line,  splashed  through  a  bit  of  backwater, 
and  scrambled  over  the  boulders  to  the 
bottom  of  the  rapids.  Was  the  fish  still  on  ? 
Yes,  he  was  ;  there,  in  a  quiet  eddy,  and  without 
a  kick  left  in  him,  was  my  gallant  fish  lying  on 
his  side — dead  to  all  appearance  as  a  door-nail. 
He  had  drowned  himself.  My  fly  was  firm  in  the 
roof  of  his  mouth ;  and  Dick  lifted  him  out  of  the 
water — a  221b.  cock  fish,  bright  as  a  new  shilling. 
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quite  "  the  thing”  at  Matlock  Bath}  and  so  the 
seeker  after  completo  quiet  will  have  yet  another 
spot  taken  from  him  for  ever.  What  a  pity  such 
a  man  as  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  not  the 
whole  of  Matlock.  Look  at  Buxton  and  see  what 
can  be  done. 

But  I  am  writing  for  an  angling  paper,  and  so 
to  the  fishing.  I  arrived  in  Matlock  late  in  the 
evening  j  and  early  the  following  morning  I 
strolled  down  to  the  hatching-house  and  rearing 
tanks  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Society.  There  I  saw  Collinson,  the  keeper,  and 
judging  from  the  manner  in  which  his  mouth 
extended  out  to  his  ears,  and  his  ears  fell  flat 
upon  the  sides  of  his  head,  he  was  pleased  to  see 
me.  I  know  I  was  pleased  to  see  him,  he’s  a 
thoroughly  practical  fish  breeder,  a  diligent 
keeper,  a  keen  angler,  and  a  capital  gillie.  While 
he  was  showing  me  his  ”  babies  he  has  about 
30,000  grand  fry,  and  upwards  of  15,000  yearlings, 
fine  strong  healthy  fish — my  friend  Mr.  Clark 
came  up,  and  as  he  happens  to  be  not  only  an 
enthusiastic  angler,  but  also  the  hon.  sec.  anc 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  M.  and  C.A.S.,  I  soon 
had  all  the  piscatorial  items  of  importance  im¬ 
parted  to  me.  I  was  more  than  pleased  to  learn 
that.it  is  intended  to  considerably  extend  the 
rearing  tank  accommodation,  so  that  not  only  can 
fish  be  reared  to  the  age  of  two  years,  but  stock 
fish  can  also  be  kept.  Undoubtedly  the  good 
work  done  by  the  society  for  the  past  seven  years 
is  at  last  bearing  fruit.  During  the  last  five  years 
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A  WEEK  IN  DERBYSHIRE. 

By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

I  always  look  forward  to  a  fishing  holiday  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Derbyshire  Wye  and  Derwent 
with  delightful  anticipation  of  keen  enjoyment  to 
come,  and  I  invariably  leave  the  delightful  dale 
with  regret.  And  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
The  hotel  accommodation  is  complete  and  comfort¬ 
able-more  home-like  than  in  many  other  districts 
I  visit.  The  fishing  gets  better  year  by  year, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  committee  of  the  Mat- 
lock  and  Cromford  Angling  Society  and  kindred 
associations.  The  scenery  is  simply  grand,  and 
last— but  by  no  means  least— at  Host  Tyack’s 
there  is  a  special  blend  of  whisky  that  is  worth 
a  journey  from  London  to  taste,  and  that  has 
exerted  its  subtle  influence  over  more  than  one 
prominent  member  of  the  noble  army  of  piscators. 
Being  a  moderate  drinker  myself,  I  have  been 
able  to  note  the  truly  marvellous  effect  this  whisky 
has.  Fish  lying  starts  with  the  fourth  or  fifth 
glass,  and  by  the  time  the  company  averages 
about  a  bottle  a  man,  the  angling  experiences 
related  are  calculated  to  make  the  hair  of  any 
ordinary  descendant  of  Ananias  stand  upon  end, 
that  is  to  say  if  they  are  not  bald-headed.  By- 
the-by,  have  you  noticed  what  a  many  anglers 
are  bald  ?  A  brother  of  the  angle  once  told  me 
he  believed  it  was  caused  through  the  argu¬ 
ments  anglers  generally  have  with  their  wives 
when  they  propose  going  a.- fishing .  I  would  rather 
lean  towards  the  opinion  expressed  by  some 
learned  scholar  years  back— “  You  cannot  have 
brains  and  hair  too  !  ”  for  we  all  know  that  most 
anglers  have  more  than  their  share  of  brains. 

The  abominable  Jubilee  Bridge  reminds  me 
that  the  ill-directed  enterprise  of  several  local 
celebrities  is  likely  to  completely  spoil  Matlock 
Bath.  I  was  sure  what  that  bridge  would  do 
for  them.  You  can]t  stick  up  an  ugly  thing  like 
that  (and  paint  it  light  blue  and  dark  red)  in  a 
lovely  valley  like  the  vale  of  Matlock  without 
demoralising  the  public  taste.  The  originators 
of  that  method  of  celebrating  the  jubilee  of  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  have  something  to  answer  for  ! 
They  have  got  a  switchback  and  a  merry-go-round 
there  now,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to 
find  a. fat  woman  and  a  living  skeleton  next  time 
I  visit  this  otherwise  delightful  spot.  Who 
knows  ?  In  time  a  boxing  booth,  a  balloon 
ascent,  and  a  grand  display  of  fireworks,  will  be 


75,000  yearling  trout  have  been  turned  into  the 
Derwent  from  their  tanks,  and  they,  of  course, 
have  considerably  added  to  the  chances  of  a  good 
day  in  this  district,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  given 
decent  weather  and  the  river  in  fishable  condition, 
a  few  brace  of  fish  are  a  certainty  to  a  moderately 
smart  angler ;  duffers  are  no  good  on  this  river. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  subscription  to  the 
society  is  so  small,  the  district  such  a  lovely  one, 
the  river  such  a  grand  one  to  fish,  and  the  rail¬ 
way  communication  so  complete  (thanks  to  the 
excellent  service  of  trains  on  the  Midland  system), 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  each  year  the 
number  of  anglers  visiting  this  district  consider¬ 
ably  increases,  and  that  the  excellence  of  Matlock 
Bath  as  an  angling  centre  is  becoming  more 
widely  known  and  appreciated.  Some  idea  of  the 
fine  scenery  iif  the  immediate  locality  can  be 
formed  from  the  view  of  the  High  Tor  stream 
presented  with  this  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette . 

Collinson  believes  in  feeding  the  young  fish 
well,  and  as  I  had  heard  that  trout  would  not 
feed  upon  cats  or  dogs,  I  ventured  a  query  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  assertion,  and  got  the  reply : 

“  They’ll  eat  anything,  sir,  except  a  dead  police¬ 
man.”  It’s  a  remarkable  fact  that  very  few  stray 
dogs  or  cats  are  to  be  found  near  Matlock.  All’s 
food  for  the  trout  that  comes  to  Collinson’s  Mill 
Having  donned  the  necessary  waders  and 
brogues,  attended  by  Collinson,  I  made  a  star 
just  below  the  High  Tor,  and  fished  very 
carefully  up  to  the  fall,  immediately  below 
the  High  Tor.  But  not  a  fish  could  I  stir 
“  Round  the  corner,”  just  beyond  the  rail¬ 
way  bridge,  is  always  a  favourite  spot  of  mine, 
and  here,  as  I  expected,  a  few  fish  were  rising 
but  in  a  half-hearted  sort  of  way.  The  day  was 
far  too  cold,  and  hardly  a  fly  upon  the  water 
spent  half-an-hour  over  those  fish,  but  didn’t  get 
them  ;  and  the  fly  having  been  given  a  fair  trial, 

I  mounted  “  a  long-tailed  Dun,”  and  with  it  took 
a  brace  and  a  half  of  fish  on  my  way  back  to 
Matlock,  and  the  shades  of  evening  drew  on,  and 
so  ended  my  first  day. 

That  night  we  formed  a  very  pleasant  and 
unanimous  party  at  the  Bath  Terrace,  the  main 
topic  of  conversation  being,  of  course,  fishing, 
although  some  attention  had  to  be  paid  to  the 
mysterious  shootmg  case  on  the  Bank.  Something 
was  also  said  about  a  local  board  election,  and  as 
my  friend  Clark  is  not  only  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  hon.  sec.  and  a  founder  of  the  M.  and 
C.A.S.,  and  the  bee-keeper  of  Matlock,  but  also  a 
prominent  member  of  the  local  board,  we  had 
information  upon  this  important  point  first  hand. 

1  wish  the  board  would  resolve  to  pitch  the 
Jubilee  Bridge,  switchback,  and  merry-go-round 
into  the  Derwent. 

Staying  at  the  hotel  was  the  most  genial  and 
eccentric  little  man  it  has  been  my  lot  to  meet 
lor  many  a  day,  and  in  a  silly  moment,  I  agreed 
that  he  should  accompany  me  the  following  day. 

The  pleasant  voice  of  a  waiting-maid  told  m 


that  it  Was  nine  o’clock,  and  that  Collinson  was 
waiting  below  j  then  I  realised  that  I  had  been  to 
bed,  and  enjoyed  that  deep  and  refreshing  sleep 
that  is  such  a  pleasant  ending  to  a  long  day’s 
fishing.  After  a  hearty  breakfast,  I  once  more 
proceeded. on  the  war-path,  iu  an  hour’s  fishing 
had  out-witted  one  trout,  and  was  busy  playing  a 
very  decent  specimen,  when  the  genial  little  man 
showed  up  accompanied  by  a  friend.  Have  you 
ever  been  troubled  with  a  companion  that  busies 
himself  running  in  front  to  spot  the  fish  for  you, 
keeps  asking  absurd  questions,  and  continually 
gets  in  the  way  ?  That’s  what  I  had  to  put  up 
with  that  morning,  and  plenty  of  it  I  About  a 
dozen  flies  had  been  cut  out  of  different 
parts  of  his  clothing.  Need  I  say  things  got  worse. 
At  last  I  quite  gave  up  thoughts  of  fishing,  and 
sat  down  for  a  chat,  and  during  our  conversation 
a  happy  idea  came  to  me.  Retracing  my 
steps  down  the  river,  I  led  the  way  to  a  part 
where  the  water  runs  deep,  and  the  walking 
by  the  edge  of  the  stream  is  anything  but 
easy.  I  waded  into  the  river  myself,  and  fished 
up-stream,  the  little  man  following  as  best  he 
could  on  shore.  Presently  the  Tail-fly  I  was 
using — a  large  March  Brown — became  imbedded 
in  the  lobe  of  his  ear.  With  a  yell  he  clapped  his 
hand  to  the  side  of  his  head,  stumbled  forward, 
and  fell  headlong  into  the  stream.  My  cast  was 
smashed,  but  I  was  not  troubled  any  more  that 
day  with  the  little  man.  Collinson  assisted  his 
friend  in  getting  him  out,  and  then  they  took  him 
home  to  dry  him,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  till 
the  evening.  I  got  no  more  fish  with  the  fly  that 
day ;  but  I  picked  up  a  couple  of  silly  ones  with 
the  Long-tailed  Dun  in  the  evening. 

We  were  discussing  the  details  of  a  horticultural 
show,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  conversation  in 
rushed  another  friend,  and  informed  us  that  a  fire 
was  raging  at  Matlock.  On  went  our  hats,  and  at 
a  double  we  went  down  the  hill.  '  On  the  way  I 
realised  that  things  were  getting  quite  exciting  in 
Matlock  ;  here  was  a  mysterious  shooting  case,  a 
man  in  the  river,  and  a  fire !  It  was  not  at  all  a 
bad  fire,  either — a  paint  shop,  or  something  that 
smelt  very  like  one — and  it  burnt  merrily  until 
the  arrival  of  an  efficient  brigade  from  a  short 
distance,  the  members  of  which  were  very  valiant 
individuals,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  ran  up 
ladders  and  smashed  in  windows  was  worthy  of 
all  praise.  At  first  they  could  not  get  the  hose  to 
work  properly,  and  no  wonder  !  They  had  for¬ 
gotten  to  put  the  basket  strainer  on  the  end  in 
the  river,  and  consequently  the  engine,  instead  of 
sucking  water  sucked  sand,  so  much  so  that  the 
greater  length  of  the  hose  pipe,  was  filled  up  with 
river  sand,  much  the  same  as  those  long  bags  we 
see  in  country  windows,  placed  there  to  keep  the 
draught  out.  However,  the  hose  was  uncoupled, 
the  sand  shaken  out,  and  pretty  soon  quite  a 
moderately  powerful  jet  of  water  was  directed 
towards  the  burning  building,  with  the  result  that 
after  a  time  nothing  remained  of  the  Matlock  fire 
but  a  few  smouldering  embers,  and  an  abominable 
stench. 

When  I  drew  aside  the  window- curtains  the 
following  morning,  a  soft  mantle  of  snow  covered 
the  whole  of  the  country  round.  After  breakfast 
I  consulted  Collinson,  who  was  in  attendance,  and 
we  decided  to  have  a  turn  with  the  ”  long-tailed 
un,’’  but  we  had  only  one  fish  when  a  perfect 
deluge  of  rain  fell.  The  Derwent  rapidly  rose, 
and  soon  assumed  the  appearance  of  pea-soup. 
Under  the  circumstances  it  was  utterly  useless 
trying  to  catch  fish,  so  we  gave  it  up  and  returned 
to  the  hotel.  Towards  mid-day  the  sky  cleared, 
and  the  sun  shone  out  brightly,  but  that  didn’t 
alter  the  thick  condition  of  the  river.  Friend 
Watson  suggested  a  drive,  and  seeing  nothing 
setter  on,  I  fell  in  with  the  idea. 

I  had  intended  to  fish  the  Chatsworth  length  the 
allowing  day,  but  as  the  river  was  not  likely  to 
clear  in  time,  I  resolved  to  give  Mr.  Stroyan  a 
call,  and  explain  that  as  I  intended  to  fish  the 
Wye  during  the  remainder  of  my  holiday,  I  should 
not  this  time  be  able  to  have  a  cast  over  the 
delightful  length  of  the  Derwent,  in  the  mid  part 
of  which  his  hotel  is  situated.  So  the  horse’s 
head  was  turned  in  the  direction  of  Baslow,  and 
we  had  a  very  enjoyable  drive  there,  I  can  assure 
you.  Mrs.  Stroyan  made  us  so  comfortable  for  a 
few  hours,  that  the  evening  wore  on  imperceptibly, 
and  suddenly  it  turned  pitch  dark — by  pitch  dark 
I  mean  as  black  a  night  as  ever  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  experience.  We  had  to  drive  through 
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Chatswortk  Park  home,  and  the  road  through, 
overhung  in  many  parts  with  trees,  was  anything 
but  safe.  The  Stroyans  pressed  us  very  hard  to 
stay,  and  said  it  was  foolhardy  to  attempt  to  drive 
home  such  a  night.  But  we  made  a  start.  The 
ostler  led  the  horse  over  the  bridge,  and  part  way 
into  the  park,  and  then  we  bade  him  good-night. 
So  dark  was  it  (we  were  driving  without  lamps, 
as  we  considered  them  more  harm  than  good)  that 
we  could  not  see  the  horses’  tail,  let  alone  his 
head.  On  either  side  we  had  rough  banks,  or 
hedges,  or  ditches,  and  I  shall  not  forget  that 
drive  in  a  hurry.  I  am  not  a  timid  man,  but  I 
was  deucedly  glad  when  the  horse  pulled  up  short, 
and  we  found  ourselves  at  the  white  lodge  gate. 
He  (the  horse)  had  had  it  all  his  own  way,  and 
the  careful  creature  was  all  in  a  tremble  when  I 
got  down  to  let  him  through.  Once  on  the  high¬ 
way,  things  were  a  little  better,  but  even  then  bad 
enough.  At  last  the  lights  of  Matlock  were 
reached,  and  we  had  arrived  safely  home ;  the 
census  was  taken  the  following  day,  and  it’s  a 
mercy  that  it  did  not  number  two  less  than  it  did. 

The  topic  of  conversation  that  night  was  the 
electric  light  and  gas  companies,  and  as  Mr. 
Clark  is  not  only  an  enthusiastic  angler,  one  of 
the  founders  and  bon.  sec.  of  the  M.  and  C.A.S., 
the  bee-keeper  of  Matlock,  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Local  Board,  and  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  local 
Horticultural  Society,  but  also  sec.  of  the  local 
Gas  Company,  the  information  we  obtained  about 
gas  and  coal-tar  was  interesting  and  instructive. 

Have  you  ever  fished  that  length  of  the  Derby¬ 
shire  Wye  between  Miller’s  Dale  and  Buxton? 
If  not,  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
The  best  way  to  get  at  it  is  to  go  to  Buxton,  drive 
down  the  valley,  and  then  start  and  fish  the  river 
up.  The  water  is  rented  by  Mr.  Banks,  of  Buxton ; 
and,  by-the-by,  you  cannot  do  better  than  get 
your  flies  for  this  district  from  Mrs.  Banks.  She 
ties  wonderfully  nice  flies,  and  in  size  and  pattern 
they  are  simply  perfect  for  the  Upper  Wye.  The 
valley  is  wild  and  picturesque  in  the  extreme. 
The  stream  is  a  very  good  one,  and  the  fish  run 
from  £lb.  to  l£lb.,  with  an  occasional  two -pounder 
or  three-pounder. 

I  believe  that  I  have  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Clark  is  an  enthusiastic  angler.  The  fourth  day 
of  my  holiday  I  spent  in  his  company  upon  this 
part  of  the  Wye,  and  although  the  weather  was 
bitterly  cold  we  had  two  and  a-half  brace  of  fish. 
Fly  only  is  allowed  here,  and  on  a  decent  day 
you  can  get  three  and  a-half  or  four  brace  com¬ 
fortably.  But,  mind  you,  you  must  fish— they  don’t 
jump  into  your  pockets  in  this  district. 

My  fifth  day  I  spent  on  another  length  of  the 
Wye,  accompanied  by  Collinson,  and  I  had  six  and 
a-half  brace  of  good  trout,  and  a  chub  of  about 
3lb.,  and  in  connection  with  that  chub  there  is  a 
good  story.  I  never  care  to  be  bothered  with  a 
landing-net,  unless  one  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Play  your  fish  out  and  land  it  with  your  hand 
when  and  where  you  can,  is  my  motto.  We 
started  well  this  day,  and  within  two  hours 
had  two  and  a-half  brace  of  very  decent 
trout,  and  then  we  came  to  a  corner  that 
could  only  be  fished  by  a  long  cast  from 
behind.  Out  went  the  line,  and  at  the  second 
cast  the  fly  was  taken,  and  then  commenced  such 
a  fight  as  makes  up  for  many  an  indifferent  day. 
I  waded  into  the  stream  and  took  up  a  position 
of  vantage  from  which  I  could  satisfactorily 
play  the  fish.  “  Into  a  big  ’un  this  time, 
Collinson,”  I  remarked,  and  he  nodded  a  nod  of 
satisfactory  affirmation.  My  !  how  that  fish  did 
lead  me  a  life  for  a  few  minutes,  but  he  had  to 
give  way,  and  when  I  got  him  close  enough  to 
get  a  look  I  turned  to  Collinson,  and  with  disgust 
exclaimed,  “  It’s  a  blessed  chub !”  And  so  it  was, 
but  such  a  one  I  never  handled  or  saw.  It  was 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  was  really  a  very 
handsome  fish.  And  as  for  sport ;  well,  I’ve 
killed  many  hundreds  of  chub  with  the  fly,  but  I 
never  knew  one  to  fight  like  that  did.  It  was 
close  season,  but  I  kept  the  fish,  more  because  the 
owner  of  the  water  does  not  care  to  have  them  in 
than  anything  else.  W’hen  I  returned  to  the  bank 
and  consigned  the  fish  to  ray  creel,  I  noticed  an 
amused  expression  upon  Collinson’s  face,  and  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry  from  me,  he  said,  1  ^  ou 
don’t  take  that  disappointment  like  a  gentleman 


*  I  may  add  that  I  am  shortly  to  fish  a  grand  bit  of  water 
in  this  district.  I  wrote  and  engaged  Collinson’s  services, 
and  he  actually  wautefi  to  know  if  I  was  going  chub 
fishing. 


whom  I  attended  here  once  before  did,  sir.  He 
caught  a  chub  at  the  same  spot,  and  after  landing 
it  came  ashore  and  banged  its  innards  out  on  the 
bank,  calling  it  all  the  names  he  could  lay  his 
tongue  to  while  he  did  so  !” 

A  little  farther  on  I  was  awarded  with  a  nice 
fish  of  lilb.,  and  so  the  day  wore  on,  and  the  six 
and  a-half  brace  I  had  at  night  made  a  pretty  show. 

To  those  who  are  looking  round  for  a  holiday 
resort  where  excellent  fishing  can  be  obtained,  I 
unhesitatingly  say,  “Goto  the  Derbyshire  Wye 
and  Derwent.”  There  are  miles  and  miles  of 
grand  water,  the  whole  of  which  can  be  fished  for 
small  fees,  averaging  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
per  day,  the  air  is  bracing,  and  the  scenery  ex¬ 
ceptionally  delightful.  The  hotels  are  the  Grey¬ 
hound  at  Cromford  (fly-fishing  only  on  this  length), 
the  New  Bath,  Royal,  and  Bath  Terrace  at  Mat- 
lock,  and  the  Rutland  Arms  at  Baslow.  At  each 
and  all  of  these  hotels  comfortable  accommodation 
can  be  obtained  at  very  moderate  charges. 


NOTICES  OF  TACKLE,  &c. 


The  Scafe  Fishing  Brogues. — The  Leather  and 
Rubber  Boot  Co.,  of  Leeds,  have  taken  very  great 
pains  in  producing  for  us  a  pair  of  their  leather 
and  rubber  combination  fishing  brogues.  It  seems 
to  us  that  this  combination  will  prove  most 
valuable  to  anglers,  and  we  notice  that  Mr. 
Senior,  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  who  has  given 
these  brogues  an  extended  trial,  speaks  of  them 
in  the  very  highest  terms,  referring  specially  to 
the  extraordinary  durability  of  the  sole,  and  the 
fact  that  they  enable  the  angler  to  move  about  on 
slippery  boulders  with  confidence,  and  make  a 
leap  from  rock  to  rook  without  jarring  the  system. 
These  brogues  can  be  made  heavy  or  light  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  kind  of  fishing  for  which  they  are 
required,  and  it  certainly  appears  to  us  that  they 
fulfil  admirably  all  the  purposes  for  which  a 
brogue  is  needed,  and  will  unquestionably  be 
found  one  of  the  most  durable  articles  of  the  kind 
on  the  market.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  illustra¬ 
tion  in  their  advertisement  that  indiarubber  and 
leather  are  combined  in  the  most  ingenious 
manner  in  the  formation  of  the  soles  of  these 
brogues,  which  are  also  well  protected  with  strong 
nails.  We  need  not  point  out  that  rubber,  which 
has  so  long  been  used  on  the  wheels  of  bicycles 
and  even  hansom  cabs,  is  far  more  wear-resisting 
than  any  leather.  In  expense  the  Scafe  brogue 
is,  we  believe,  very  little  above  the  cost  of  the 
ordinary  brogue.  _ 

Messrs.  Farlow’s  Catalogue  for  1891. — We 
can  strongly  recommend  all  who  are  in  want  of 
any  kind  of  fishing  tackle,  to  send  to  Messrs. 
Farlow  and  Co.  for  their  new  illustrated  list,  con¬ 
siderably  enlarged,  and  with  a  great  many  new 
illustrations  of  tackle.  Some  time  ago,  when  we 
were  in  Messrs.  Farlow’s  shop,  we  noticed  an 
excellent  wooden  painted  model  of  a  salmon,  which 
had  been  made  for  one  of  their  customers  by  them. 
They  receive  a  great  many  orders  for  specimen 
fish,  to  be  painted  on  wood  in  this  way,  shape 
and  dimensions  being  sent.  The  best  way  to  send 
the  dimensions  is  to  place  the  fish  upon  a  large 
sheet  of  paper,  tracing  carefully  with  a  pencil  all 
round  it,  so  that  an  accurate  outline  is  obtained, 
making  at  the  same  time  notes  of  all  details  which 
are  to  be  attended  to  in  the  painting.  The  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  plan  is  that  the  angler  gets  a  fairly 
accurate  copy  of  any  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thirty 
pounders  he  may  have  taken,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  is  enabled  to  eat  the  fish  or  give  it  away. 
Prices  vary  according  to  the  size  of  the  fish,  but 
we  believe  they  are  not  very  expensive,  and  they 
certainly  are  much  preferable  to  a  brittle  and 
easily  damaged  plaster  cast.  We  notice  in  Messrs. 
Farlow’s  catalogue  the  useful  instructions  for  tying 
eyed  hooks  to  gut,  taken  from  Mr.  Halford’s 
“Floating  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them.”  For 
all  kinds  of  rods,  tackle,  collapsing  rings,  folding 
knuckle-joints,  and  indeed  for  all  an  angler 
requires,  we  can  confidently  recommend  this  old- 
established  house. 


Mr.  William  Horton,  11,  Royal  Exchange- 
square,  Glasgow,  sends  us  his  list  of  “  Modern 
Fishing  Tackle.”  It  is  a  nicely  got  up,  well- 
I  illustrated  little  affair,  and  it  is  worth  sending  for 
if  merely  to  see  the  description  of  his  “  Eureka  ” 
:  lock-fast  rod  joint,  which  is  a  very  neat,  strong, 


and  simple  one.  On  page  28  we  notice  directions 
for  putting  the  line  on  the  reel  without  injury  by 
kinking.  Many  an  angler  who  has  bought  60yds. 
or  100yds.  of  line  in  coil,  and  then  attempted  to 
put  it  on  his  reel,  has  not  found  it  so  easy  a  matter 
as  he  imagined.  Mr.  Horton’s  plan  prevents  kink¬ 
ing,  and  is  as  simple  as  A  B  C. 


$ot£S  antr  tet’ies 


A  charming  woman,  but  not  in  her  first  youth, 
had  to  give  evidence  in  a  French  court.  “  Your 
age,  madame  ?  ”  To  this  delicate  question  she 
replied  that  she  was  thirty.  “But,”  said  the 
magistrate,  “  did  you  not  tell  me  that  you  were 
thirty  when  you  appeared  before  me  as  a  witness 
about  two  years  ago  ?  "  “I  think  it  very  likely,” 
said  madame,  with  a  s.uile  ;  “  I  am  not  one  of 
those  women  who  ssv  one  thing  to-day  and 
another  to-morrow.”  I  was  telling  this  story  at 
dinner  one  night,  when  an  innocent  damsel  sit 
ting  next  me  exclaimed,  “  Ah !  what  a  glorious 
example  of  truthfulness.  How  different  are 
men.  Why,  my  cousin  Tom  caught  a  trout 
weighing  lib.  three  years  ago.  Last  year  he  said 
it  weighed  2£lb.,  and  this  year  it  has  grown 
to  41b. — Templar. 


Angler’s  Needs. — “  J.  H.  W.”  touches  on  a  very 
important  matter  when  he  asks  for  information  as 
to  the  “  best  beverage  for  a  fly-fisher  to  charge  his 
flask  with.”  This  will  always  remain  a  matter  of 
taste,  according  to  the  opinions  held  by  the  in¬ 
dividual  in  question.  If  he  intends  coming  into 
Scotland  for  his  holiday,  we  recommend  him  to 
bring  his  flask — the  larger  the  better — with  him, 
empty,  and  charge  it  at  the  most  respectable  pub. 
he  can  get  within  hail  of,  with  aqua-vita ,  after  the 
manner  of  “  Ivanhoe.’’  We  will  welcome  him  our 
way,  when  we  know  of  his  coming.  I  have  found 
raisins,  malaga,  or  valentia,  invaluable,  and  have 
used  them  for  years,  both  on  the  river  in  spring 
and  summer,  and  on  the  ice  in  winter.  “  J.  H.  W.” 
should  try  them.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  rub  the 
face  and  hands  with  olive  oil  on  a  hot  summer 
day,  for  besides  being  a  preventative  to  the  stings 
of  the  infernal  Midge,  it  keeps  the  skin  nice  and 
cool,  and  one  has  no  idea  of  the  comfort  all  round 
till  one  has  tried  it. — Deesider. 


A  Useful  Kind  of  Fish. — Some  one  down  in 
Georgia  has  caught  a  two-headed  fish.  This 
breed  should  be  propagated  in  our  own  waters  for 
the  benefit  of  those  fishermen  who  always  double 
the  number  of  their  catch  in  telling  of  a  day’s 
sport.  They  would  only  need  to  count  noses,  and 
it  would  save  wear  and  tear  on  the  conscience. — 
Detroit  Free  Press.  _ 


A  451b.  Tyne  salmon  was  captured  by  Mr.  H. 
Crisp,  of  White  House,  Scotswood-on-Tyne,  in  his 
net  on  Monday.  It  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest 
caught  in  that  river  for  many  years. 


A  Human  Fish. — A  Remarkable  Game. — “  A 
novel  and  interesting  contest  took  place  in  the  big 
swimming  tank  of  the  New  York  Athletic  Club. 
The  affair  was  a  fishing  match,  in  which  Mr.  F. 
W.  Chesebrough,  as  angler,  tried  to  4  land  ’  Mr. 
Frank  Wells,  the  well-known  amateur  swimming 
champion,  and  captain  of  the  N.Y.A.C.  water  polo 
team.  A  solid  bamboo  tarpon  rod,  7ft.  2in.  long, 
a  multiplying  reel,  and  a  stout  line  were  used  by 
the  ‘  angler.’  The  line  was  fastened  to  a  harness 
secured  to  Mr.  Wells’  head.  After  swimming  half 
the  length  of  the  tank  without  feeling  the  rod,  the 
‘  fish  ’  was  4  snobbed.’  He  kept  right  on,  though, 
and  managed  to  hold  his  own  in  spite  of  a  strain 
of  ‘251b.  or  301b.  which  was  kept  on  him.  The 
pole  bent  nearly  double,  and  the  fisherman  was 
once  very  nearly  pulled  4  overboard.’  Finally,  by 
a  sudden  effort,  Mr.  Wells  broke  the  line,  after 
having  been  in  the  water  nearly  half-an-hour.  He 
was  accordingly  declared  the  victor.  The  new 
game  took  immensely  with  the  two  hundred 
spectators  who  were  present,  and  will  no  doubt 
become  a  regular  sport  at  the  club.  Mr.  Wells 
will  make  another  trial  in  a  few  days  with  a 
stronger  line.”  Many  years  ago  a  similar  contest 
took  place  at  Halifax,  Nova  §CQtia,  between  two 
English  officers. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 
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Mr.  Brown,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Aberdeen, 
would  be  much  obliged  to  anyone  who  would  send 
him  a  few  May-flies  by  post,  and  will  send  some¬ 
thing  in  the  tackle  way  in  return.  We  fear  he  is 
too  late  for  this  season. 


When  American  sowing,  reaping,  and  harvest¬ 
ing  machines  began  to  be  used  extensively  in  this 
country,  some  twenty  or  five-and-twenty  years 
ago,  it  was  always  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to 
us,  when  crossing  some  field  of  corn  or  grass,  to 
find  the  farmer  was  using  a  machine  of  English 
make,  and  the  name  we  saw  most  frequently, 
between  Kent  and  Cumberland,  Devon  and 
Durham,  was  “  Kansome  &  Co.,  Ipswich,”  on  an 
oval  iron  plate.  It  is  with  regret  we  learn  that  a 
well-known  member  of  this  world-renowned  firm, 
Mr.  Robert  James  Ransome,  has  just  died.  Mr. 
Ransome  was  president  of  the  Gipping  (Ipswich 
Angling  Association,  and  a  keen  angler,  and  this 
excellent  preservation  society  has,  as  “  Piscator  ” 
points  out  in  our  columns,  lost  a  staunch  friend, 
and  England  has  lost  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  one 
who  has  helped  her  to  keep  her  place  in  the 
markets  of  the  world. 


Immense  large  shoals  of  herrings  are  on  the 
coast  of  Caithness  at  present.  Large  takes  have 
been  got  much  earlier  than  in  former  years.  The 
quality  is  very  fair,  and  good  prices  are  got  for 
them. 


Mr.  R.  C.  Dewy  writes :  “  A  friend  of  mine 
was  at  Goring  last  week,  and  saw  a  splendid  trout 
being  carried  through  the  street  to  one  of  the  inns. 
The  fortunate  captor  estimated  it  at  131b.,  but  my 
friend  judged  it  to  be  about  101b.  He  heard  that 
it  was  caught  with  a  worm.” 

Ominous  news !  A  house-boat  has  been  seen  in 
the  Lake  District,  moored  in  Bowness  Bay.  If 
the  cycle  of  the  Lake  dwellers  has  turned  up 
again,  let  us  hope  local  boards  wrill  see  to  sani¬ 
tary  details. 


Mr.  Hunter,  hon.  sec.  of  the  West  London 
Angling  Club,  informs  us  in  his  report  this  week 
that  the  foul  smell  from  the  river  Brent  was  so 
bad  that  it  “  stopped  the  watch  ”  of  one  of  their 
members. 


SALMON  VERSUS  TROUT  ANGLERS. 

A  Good  Fight  on  Loch  Awe. 

There  was  an  exciting  struggle  on  Tuesday  in 
last  week  on  Loch  Awe.  The  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts, 
a  member  of  the  Manchester  Anglers’  Association’ 
was  fishing  for  trout  with  a  short  10ft.  rod,  fine 
gut  easting  line,  and  small  flies,  when  off  the  New 
Inverawe  shore,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Pass  of 
Brander,  he  hooked  a  salmon  on  a  small  March 
Brown  fly.  After  an  hour’s  fight,  during  which 
the  fish  made  one  or  two  runs  and  a  leap,  but  did 
not  exhaust  quite  the  whole  of  the  40yds.  of  line 
only  which  was  on  the  reel,  he  was  brought  up  to 
the  boat  near  enough  for  the  boatman  to  try  and 
land  him  in  the  net;  but  it  proved  much  too 
small,  and  the  only  result  of  the  attempt  was  to 
entangle  the  other  flies  in  the  net,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  luckily  broke  off  as  the  fish  again  started 
off  afresh.  After  another  quarter-of-an-hour’s 
fight,  during  most  of  which  he  bored  down  into 
deep  water,  the  point  of  the  rod  being  often  under 
water,  too,  another  attempt  was  made  to  bring 
him  up  to  the  boat,  but  it  was  thought  to  be  too 
great  a  risk  to  put  sufficient  strain  on  the  long, 
fine  gut  to  continue  this,  as  the  fish  was  becoming 
a  dead  weight  on  the  line  in  deep  water,  and  half 
a  gale  of  wind  was  blowing,  which  made  it  all  the 
more  difficult  to  manage  the  boat  and  play  the 
fish ;  so  it  was  decided  to  let  the  boat  drift  gently 
towards  the  “  Green  Island,”  which  was  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  from  where  the  fish 
then  was,  and  tow  him  astern,  and  endeavour  to 
beach  [him  on  ai  shingly  bay,  for  which  the  wind 
was  favourable.  This  was  successfully  accom¬ 
plished,  and,  after  an  hour  and  a-half’s  tussle,  he 
was  safely  beached,  and  fisherman  and  boatman 
were— well,  highly  satisfied  with  themselves  at 
the  result  of  what  they  thought  a  well-fought 
battle.  John  IVJcIntyre  managed  the  boat  with 


excellent  judgment  and  much  endurance,  for  in 
the  high  wind  that  was  blowing  he  had  to  ply  his 
oars  continuously,  first  one  and  then  the  other,  or 
both  together,  according  as  he  got  his  directions 
from  the  rod.  It  speaks  well  for  the  gut  and  fly, 
which  Turnbull,  of  60,  Prince’s-street,  Edinburgh, 
had  supplied,  that  it  stood  a  severe  strain  for  so 
long,  and  perhaps  a  bit  of  credit  is  due  to  the 
worker  of  the  rod  for  some  skilful  handling.  The 
fish  weighed  15j4b.,  was  a  beautifully-shaped, 
clean-run  one,  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  has  been 
sent  to  be  set  up  with  the  fly  in  his  lower  jaw 
where  he  was  hooked  and  the  cast  attached.  The 
cast  had  been  used  for  four  consecutive  days 
previously  for  trout  fishing. 

Another  salmon  was  caught  the  same  day  by 
Mrs.  Mewburn,  of  Alderley,  whilst  trolling  in  the 
loch  near  Port  Sonachon  Hotel.  It  weighed  12Gb. 
This  shows  that  there  are  some  salmon  in  the 
loch,  notwithstanding  the  lowness  of  the  river 
Awe.  They  manage  to  get  up  through  the  shallow 
water  during  the  period  between  Saturday  night 
and  Monday,  when  the  nets  are  off  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Awe.  But  not  many  must  be  looked  for  until 
there  has  beeen  some  heavy  rain,  for  the  loch  is 
3ft.  below  its  normal  height  owing  to  the  long- 
continued  fine  weather,  the  burns  are  all  dry,  and 
the  bogs  and  land  are  so  terribly  thirsty  that 
their  drought  must  be  satisfied  before  any  rain 
can  get  down  to  affect  the  loch.  Owing,  no 
doubt  to  this  same  reason,  the  trouting  on  the 
loch  has  been  very  bad  this  year.  There  has 
also  been  E.  or  N.E.  wind  since  March,  and  this 
with  brilliant  sunshine  which  has  lately  been  the 
prevailing  feature  of  the  weather,  has  been  fatal 
to  chances  of  anything  like  a  decent  basket,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  efforts  of  some  of  the  most  skil¬ 
ful  anglers,  who  are  regular  annual  frequenters  of 
the  loch,  and  make  Port  Sonachan  Hotel  their 
headquarters. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS,  &c. 


We  are  often  asked  by  anglers  to  recommend 
really  useful  maps  of  different  parts  of  the  country. 
As  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned,  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  recommending  Messrs.  J.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  and  Co.’s  reduced  ordnance  survey  maps. 
The  following  sheets  are  now  ready  : — Sheet  2, 
Dumfries  and  the  Solway  ;  sheet  10,  Mull,  Iona,’ 
&c. ;  sheet  12,  Central  Perthshire ;  sheet  16,’ 
Braemar  and  Blair  Athole  ;  sheet  21,  Inverness 
and  the  Spey  ;  sheet  29,  Shetland  Islands.  These 
are  all  folding,  excellently  coloured  maps,  very 
cleanly  and  clearly  printed,  and  in  a  cloth  cover 
selling  at  one  shilling  each.  Other  maps  are  in 
preparation  and  will  be  published  in  due  course. 
Anglers  will  find  these  maps  quite  as  useful  and 
less  cumbersome  than  the  ordnance  map. 


From  Messrs.  Ward,  Lock  and  Co.,  London,  we 
have  received  a  very  pretty  edition  of  Walton  and 
Cotton’s  “  Compleat  Angler.”  This  is  the  edition 
edited  by  Dr.  George  W.  Bethune,  with  copious 
notes,  for  the  most  part  original,  bibliographical 
notes  on  fishing  and  fishing  books,  and  a  notice  of 
Cotton  and  his  writings,  to  which  is  added  an 
appendix,  including  illustrative  ballads,  music, 
papers  on  American  fishing,  and  a  catalogue  of 
books  on  angling.  This  is  a  reprint  of  the  1847 
edition,  the  illustrations  being  our  old  and  well- 
known  friends,  those  which  were  published  in 
Major’s  edition  in  1844.  Those  who  like  a  work 
with  an  abundance  of  notes  on  almost  every  sub¬ 
ject  which  the  author  refers  to  will  appreciate  this 
edition,  but  we  confess,  on  our  part,  that  we  prefer 
to  read  the  author  unassisted  by  this  perpetual 
explanation  and  amplification.  Probably  those  in 
the  present  volume  would  be  more  valuable  to  the 
American  than  to  the  English  reader,  as  many  of 
the  fish  and  other  objects  referred  to  in  the  work 
are  not  found  in  the  American  continent.  The 
book  is  very  nicely  got  up  and  printed. 


We  have  received  from  J.  F.  Smythe,  Sports- 
mins  Repository,  Darlington,  a  copy  of  the 
second  edition  of  the  “Anglers’  Guide  to  the 
lees.”  This  little  book  contains  a  map  of  the 
river,  and  much  useful  information  of  value  to 
anglers,  respecting  the  principal  fishing  stations 
on  the  river,  and  the  accommodation  to  be  had, 
baits,  &c.  We  can  endorse  the  recommendation 


we  gave  this  little  guide  in  our  issue  of  October  31, 

1886. 


We  have  received  from  the  offices,  London,  a 
copy  of  the  May  issue  of  the  “  Sportsman’s  and 
Tourists’  Time  Tables  and  Guide  to  the  Rivers, 
Lochs,  and  Deer  Forests  of  Scotland,”  edited  by 
J.  Watson  Lyall.  We  have  in  many  previous 
years  favourably  noticed  this  most  excellent  guide, 
and  we  can  only  assure  any  reader  who  is  con¬ 
templating  a  visit  to  Scotland,  that  he  cannot  fail 
to  find  this  wonderful  shillingsworth  of  the 
greatest  value  in  choosing  good  fishings  and 
shootings.  It  is  impossible  to  be  perfectly  accu¬ 
rate — conditions  alter,  and,  therefore,  it  is  absurd 
to  expect  complete  accuracy  in  a  work  of  this  kind, 
which  deals  with  some  thousands  of  fishings  and 
shootings.  But  as  far  as  we  have  personally  been 
able  to  test  it,  it  is  most  reliable,  and,  at  any 
rate,  it  always  puts  you  in  the  right  way  to  get 
further  information.  The  map  given  with  the 
work  is  an  excellent  one,  and  as  we  have  said 
before,  for  a  shilling,  the  work  is  areally  marvel¬ 
lous  production.  _ 


Another  useful  list  of  the  same  kind  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  Messrs.  Walker,  Fraser,  and  Steel,  68, 
Bath- street,  Glasgow,  and  is  entitled  “  The  Scotch 
Register  of  Estates  and  Country  Residences, 
Moors,  Forests,  Fishings,  &c.,  for  Sale  and  to  be 
Let,”  and  would  be  specially  useful  to  anyone  on 
the  look-out  for  a  sporting  estate  in  Scotland. 


Messrs.  Edwin  Bing  and  Sons,  41,  St.  George- 
street,  Canterbury,  have  sent  us  a  packet  contain¬ 
ing  some  of  their  celebrated  lavender-water  and 
lavender  soap.  Many  of  our  readers  must  have 
noticed  the  lavender  fields  on  the  banks  of  the 
Stour,  opposite  Grove  Ferry  Station,  on  the  South 
Eastern  Railway,  but  they  may  not  know  that 
most  excellent  soap,  perfumed  throughout  with 
lavender  from  these  fields,  and  if  fishermen  want 
to  put  their  wives  and  cousins  in  good  humour, 
they  should,  on  their  return  from  fishing  in  the 
Stour,  take  back  some  of  this  lavender  soap,  and 
some  of  Messrs.  Bings’  lavender-water  (one  of  the 
nicest  scents  it  is  possible  to  obtain). 


“  Siamese  Twin”  Salmon.— The  young  salmon 
fry  hatched  in  the  hatchery  on  the  Deveron  have 
been  placed  in  the  river.  Among  the  young  fry 
there  was  found  on  Monday  what  must  be  held  to 
be  a  rare  freak  in  fish  life.  It  consisted  of  two 
fish  joined  together  at  the  back  fin,  from  which 
there  was  only  one  body  to  the  tail.  The  length 
was  rather  more  than  an  inch.  Both  heads  are 
perfect,  the  eyes  being  large  and  brilliant.  The 
gills  are  also  quite  normal  and  acting  freely.  The 
form  of  the  dual  creature  did  not  impede  its 
motion,  for  not  only  did  it  “float  double,”  but 
moved  rapidly  through  the  water.  There  was  no 
sign  of  diversity  of  will.  The  little  creature,  or 
creatures,  will  be  cared  for,  though  it  is  not  likely 
that  their  existence  will  be  prolonged.  It  has 
already  lasted  nfty-six  days. 


Capture  of  a  Great  Whale  at  Yarmouth. _ 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  last  week  at 
Great  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston.by  the  report  that 
a  whale  was  to  be  seen  in  the  harbour.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  made  their  way  to  the  pier  at 
Gorleston,  to  find  the  report  only  too  true,  and 
the  monster,  after  rolling  about  for  some  time,  at 
length  came  into  collision  with  the  head  of  the 
pier,  and  half-stunned  itself.  By  this  time  numer¬ 
ous  boats,  manned  by  beachmen  and  members  of 
the  life-boat  crew,  put  out  into  the  river,  and  amid 
great  excitement  efforts  were  made  to  capture 
the  whale.  Fishing  instruments  were  used  as 
harpoons  to  kill  the  huge  creature,  but  it  was  in 
reality  the  whale[s  own  action  that  caused  it3 
final  capture,  for  it  became  fixed  in  one  of  the 
dolphins  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yare,  and  later 
on  was  drawn  up,  tail  first,  into  the  lifeboat 
station,  where  it  proved  an  immense  attraction. 
In  one  day  over  twelve  hundred  people  passed 
in  to  view  the  carcase.  The  whale,  which  was  a 
specimen  of  the  roqual,  or  pipe-headed  whale, 
was  subsequently  dissected  in  presence  of  a  large 

gathering.  The  dimensions  were  as  follows : _ 

Length,  36ft.  ;  girth,  19ft. ;  width  of  tail,  8ft.  It 
weighed  between  five  and  six  tons. 


June  20,  1891.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  G. :  Address  of  secretary  of  National  Society 
for  Preservation  of  Footpaths  is  H.  Allnutt,  Esq., 
42,  Essex-street,  W.C. 

Fish:  Roach,  dace,  &c.,  are  kept  alive  in  large 
slate  or  galvanized  iron  tanks,  also  in  aquaria ; 
bat  in  hot  weather  you  must  have  a  large  quantity 
of  water,  and  change  it  often. 


Comspcmtetttt 


“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and 
experiment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 


THE  TEES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  in  doubt  whether  to 
answer  the  misleading  letter  of  “  Hawthorn,”  in 
last  issue,  or  to  treat  it  with  the  silent  contempt  it 
so  richly  deserves  ;  but,  after  conferring  with  the 
gentleman  who  was  fishing  with  me  at  Cauldron 
Snout,  I  have  decided  to  answer  him  as  briefly  as 
possible,  and  thus — 

You,  Sir,  have  my  name  and  address  ;  these  you 
are  at  liberty  to  give  to  “  Hawthorn,”  and  I  shall, 
on  his  calling  to  see  me  any  evening  after  business 
hours,  for  one  week  after  date,  be  prepared  to 
introduce  him  to — first,  the  above-named  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  fishing  with  me ;  second,  to  a 
gentleman  and  lady  who  saw  the  fish  weighed ; 
and  third,  to  give  him  the  name  of  the  angler  who 
caught  the  Salmo  salar  a  short  time  back. 

From  these  he  will  have  ample  proof  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  reports  he  questions,  and  the  only 
condition  I  attach  to  taking  this  trouble  over  him 
is,  that  he  consent  to  write  an  apology  to  the 
ensuing  week’s  Gazette ,  and  if  he  be  a  gentleman 
he  will  not  refuse  this. 

I  would  refer  “  Hawthorn  ”  to  the  concluding 
portion  of  my  letter  to  “Reader  of  Gazette"  in 
current  issue  ;  also  to  the  following  sentences,  on 
page  B81,  in  “Alleged  Unveracity  of  Anglers  ”  : — 
“The  veteran  hears  the  tale  of  a  grand  day’s 
sport  without  questioning,  and  only  wishes  he  had 
been  there  to  share  it.  The  half-trained  or  hope¬ 
lessly  clumsy  fisherman  knows  that  the  success 
recorded  is  beyond  his  own  range,  and  shows  his 
intolerance  by  an  incredulous  sneer.”  I  think 
these  applicable  to  himself. 

Finally,  I  would  tell  him  that  in  asking  an  old 
B.  Castle  angler  what  he  thought  of  the  letters  of 
“  Hawthorn”  and  “Reader  of  Gazette ,”  the  reply 
I  received  was  a  most  meaning  smile,  accompanied 
by  the  words,  “  Sour  grapes,  my  dear  fellow,  sour 
grapes.”— I  am,  Sir,  &c.,  J.  H.  R. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  ROBERT  JAMES  RANSOME. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have 
to  inform  you  of  the  death,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  of 
one  of  our  most  genial  townsmen,  and  a  thorough 
lover  of  the  gentle  art,  at  the  age  of  sixty- one,  of 
diabetes. 

I  refer  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  James 
Ransome,  of  Stoke  Hall,  Ipswich,  eldest  son  of 
the  famous  James  Allen  Ransome,  best  known  of 
Suffolk  men,  the  world-renowned  Ransome  of 
Ipswich.  He  himself  was  head  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Ransome  and  Rapier,  Waterside  Works, 
Ipswich,  manufacturers  of  railway  plant,  &c.,  and 
having  in  its  employ  five  hundred  men.  He  was 
a  Councillor  of  Ipswich,  a  Liberal  in  politics,  but 
of  late  years  a  Unionist.  A  man  of  few  words, 
but  his  views  of  men  and  events  ware  always 
clear,  and  given  with  the  greatest  impartiality 
and  kindness,  and  as  the  head  of  a  large  family 
and  employer  of  labour,  he  was  much  beloved  and 
esteemed. 

In  his  earlier  years  he  was  very  fond  of  fishing 
in  the  Orwell,  upon  whose  tidal  waters  many  a 
night  was  spent  after  whiting  and  codlings.  He 
was  also  a  good  ornithologist,  and  upon  the  same 
river  obtained  many  good  specimens,  which, 
having  been  set  up  by  himself,  now  deck  Stoke 
Hall. 

In  connection  with  inland  fresh-water  fishing, 
the  Gipping  was  his  favourite  water,  roaching 
being  bis  favourite  pastime,  and  no  one  knew 
better  how  to  strike  and  tackle  a  good  fish.  He, 
however,  regularly  visited  the  Norfolk  Broads,  and 


also  Christchurch,  Hants,  and  many  a  good  fish 
has  fallen  to  his  rod.  Even  at  the  last  angling 
club  dinner  here,  in  February  last,  he  exhibited  a 
2jlb.  roach  from  the  Broads,  and  a  14lb.  pike  from 
the  Avon,  taken  during  the  previous  season. 

His  connection  with  the  Gipping  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
original  promoters  twenty-two  years  since,  and 
president  at  time  of  his  death,  will  always  be  most 
kindly  remembered  by  all  its  members,  his  kind¬ 
ness  of  heart  and  thorough  angler’s  spirit  giving  a 
zest  to  all  matters  connected  therewith. 

The  occasion  of  the  funeral,  on  the  6th  inst., 
was  marked  by  an  impressive  service  at  St.  Mary 
Stoke  Church,  of  which  the  deceased  was  parish 
warden,  and  both  there,  throughout  the  town, 
and  at  the  graveside,  every  token  of  respect  was 
shown  by  a  great  multitude  of  townspeople. 

A  deputation  from  the  Preservation  Society, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  M.  P.  Clark,  Edward 
Stearn,  and  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  Edgecumbe, 
attended  the  funeral,  and  a  wreath  with  “  sincere 
regret  ”  was  added  to  the  large  number  from 
sorrowing  friends. 

The  local  working  men’s  club  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  local  papers,  in  which  it  is  stated  “  that  the 
deceased  always  endeavoured,  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  to  further  the  interests  of  anglers,  and 
that  his  cheery  ‘  Good-day  ’  on  the  banks  of  the 
Gipping,  and  a  wish  for  successful  sport  to  his 
brother  anglers,  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all ;  ” 
and  further,  “  That  by  his  decease,  anglers, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  have  lost  a  good  friend,  and 
one  who  may  be  imitated,  but  certainly  never 
excelled  ;  ”  and  I,  with  the  writer,  say,  “  May  he 
rest  in  peace.” — Yours  faithfully,  Piscator. 

Ipswich.  _ 


A  NOTE  FROM  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Regarding  the  Tees  report  in  your 
issue  of  June  6,  I  see  that  your  correspondent 
still  maintains  that  Mr.  A.  Graham  caught  trout 
weighing  9£lb.  He  says  that  the  trout  were 
taken  from  the  pannier  and  weighed  9Jlb.  May  I 
inform  him  (if  he  does  not  already  know)  that 
two  persons  fished  into  that  pannier.  Mr.  Graham 
caught,  at  the  most,  7^1b. — Yours,  &c., 

Reader  of  Gazette. 


APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  my  last  appeal  in  F.  G.  of 
the  18th  inst.,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Camm’s  widow 
and  family,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
following  : — Rodney  Piscatorial  Angling  Society, 
fifteen  shillings ;  Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society, 
nine  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  five  shillings.  Hoping  all  other  angling 
societies  will  forward  on  their  amounts,  as  the 
time  is  getting  short. — Yours  truly, 

B.  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  can  be  crossed 
“  Alliance  Bank.” 


THE  “  SO-CALLED  BICKERDYKE  LOOP.” 

Dear  Sir, — Our  attention  has  just  been  called 
to  the  letters  re  the  above,  which  have  appeared 
in  your  columns  during  the  last  few  weeks.  We 
beg  to  inform  all  concerned  most  emphatically 
that  we  have  never  sold  one  of  the  said  swivels  or 
loops,  whether  attached  to  leads  or  loose,  as  the 
“  Bicker  dyke,"  and  in  fact  never  thought  of  calling 
it  by  that  name,  or  authorising  anybody  to  do  so. 

We  trust  this  will  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  J. 
Bickerdyke,  to  whom  we  owe  many  kindnesses, 
and  whose  feelings  we  should  be  the  last  to  hurt. 

The  swivel  is,  and  always  has  been,  made  in 
steel,  hardenel  and  tempered,  and  may  be  so 
obtained  by  any  respectable  tackle  dealers  from 
us. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  inserting  and 
expressing  our  regret  that  any  misunderstanding 
should  have  occurred  in  this  matter. — We  are,  &c., 

Redditch.  J.  Warner  and  Sons. 


THE  SEVERN— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  “  C.  W.”  in  his 
“  Notes  from  Birmingham  and  District,”  in  your 
issue  of  June  6,  has  made  a  statement  against  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  that  is  most  incorrect,  and 
has  led  to  much  friction  and  unpleasantness.  He 
stated  that,  “  Tfie  Severn  Fishery  Board  bayg 


been  issuing  permits  to  anglers  who  fish  the  dis¬ 
trict,  where  coarse  fish  were  prohibited  to  be  taken 
during  the  close  season,  and  for  the  last  two  weeks 
the  water-bailiffs  have  been  busy  preventing  per¬ 
sons  taking  coarse  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bewdley  and  Stourport,  although  they  had  in  their 
possession  the  required  permit  to  do  so."  Asa  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  S.F.B.,  I  beg  to  say  no  such  permits 
have  been  issued.  The  only  permits  issued  by  the 
board  gave  “  permission  to  take  coarse  fish  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Verniew  and  one  hundred  yards 
above  Darley  Brook  in  the  County  of  Salop,”  and 
no  person  had  any  right  to  fish  with  the  permit 
in  any  other  part  of  the  river,  and  I  think  it  would 
have  been  well  for  your  correspondent  to  have 
made  some  inquiries  into  the  matter  before 
making  such  an  unfounded  imputation  against  the 
board. 

If  you  can  kindly  find  space  for  the  above,  I 
shall  feel  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

Worcester.  R.  Wingfield, 


FISHING  NEAR  LEOMINSTER. 

Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  through  the  medium  of  F.  G.  as  to  any 
pike  and  other  coarse  fishing  within  easy  distance 
of  Leominster,  Herefordshire,  and  oblige? — Yours 
truly,  Rees  Griffiths. 

The  Dairy,  Hermitage-street,  Wapping. 

[Mr.  Williams,  of  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland, 
kindly  replies  as  follows  :  “  Pike  are  found  in  the 
Arrow,  below  Monkland ;  and  the  Lugg,  below 
Leominster;  nearly  all  of  which  is  preserved. 
Leave  would  be  rather  difficult  to  obtain  just  now; 
in  the  autumn  months  I  think  there  would  be 
little  trouble.  A  few  private  ponds,  where  a  day 
or  two  may  be  had  for  the  asking ;  perch,  roach, 
and  pike.” — Ed.]  _ 

CHAMPION  ROACH  FISHER. 

Sir, — In  last  week’s  reports  from  clubs  I  ob¬ 
serve  that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  claim  to 
have  the  champion  roach  fisher  of  England  among 
its  members.  The  Gresham  Angling  Society  are 
indeed  to  be  congratulated,  and  I  am  sure  many 
of  your  readers,  like  myself,  would  be  glad  to  know 
who  the  champion  is,  and  when  and  how  their 
member  became  champion  roach  fisher  of  England. 
— I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  E.  J.  W. 


THE  PARROT-FISH. 

Sir, — An  angling  correspondent,  in  describing 
a  bream-fishing  adventure  at  Sydney  Heads, 
N.S.W.,  writes  as  follows  to  the  local  Morning 
News,  of  the  gorgeous  parrot-fish:  “Once  upon 
a  time,  it  is  legended,  at  this  very  bluff  it  was 
possible  to  fill  a  boat  with  schnapper  in  half-a- 
day’s  fishing,  and  even  to-day  a  solitary  schnapper 
is  sometimes  taken  there — some  old  sea-lion  pro¬ 
bably  who  has  reached  the  reminiscent  stage  of 
life,  and  wandered  into  dangerous  shoals  to  dream 
over  the  almost  forgotten  hunting-ground  of  his 
breamhood.  At  any  rate,  we  caught  none ;  but 
one  fish  we  did  catch  of  such  glorious  hue  and 
splendid  apparelling  as  to  put  to  blush  the  most 
gorgeous  parro's  of  our  forests,  the  richest  in 
plumage,  the  naturalists  say,  of  all  the  parrots 
throughout  the  world.  Indeed,  it  was  one  of  a 
class  of  fish  that  borrows  its  name  from  these 
birds — it  was  a  parrot-fish.  In  colour  it  was  a 
bright  purple,  with  golden  wings  and  tail  and  fins, 
a  deep  orange  rim  around  the  gold  and  round  the 
ruby-coloured  eyes.  As  it  flashed  from  the  water 
it  was  a  living  jewel,  but  in  a  few  minutes,  with 
departing  vitality,  the  brilliancy  of  its  colours 
waned  and  died.  Even  then  it  would  have  looked 
extremely  beautiful  properly  prepared,  and  would 
doubtless  have  been  highly  prized  by  any  collector 
of  beautiful  specimens ;  but — the  flavour  was  very 
fine— boiled.” — Yours  very  truly,  Rus. 


TOO  MANY  ORDERS  THROUGH  ADYER- 
TISING  IN  THE  F.  G. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  withdraw  our  advertisement 
from  the  Fishing  Gazette,  on  the  thirteenth  issue 
of  this  quarter.  We  have  found  the  F.  G.  very 
useful  during  the  six  months  we  have  advertised 
therein,  and  are  at  present  as  full  of  work  as  we 
can  be.  We  shall  want  the  same  space  as  we 
have  had,  when  we  have  worked  up  to  the  orders 
we  have  in  ha,nd  at  present. — We  remain,  yours 
faithfully,  .  Chas.  Hutchinson  and  Co- 

Kendal. 
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METHOD  OF  CARRYING  A  LONG  LANDING 

NET  HANDLE,  AS  USED  IN  THE  NORTH. 

Sir, — Probably  many  fishermen  besides  myself 
have,  when  wading  in  a  strong  rough  river,  where 
the  use  of  a  long  landing-net  handle  is  a  neces¬ 
sity  as  a  support,  found  the  inconvenience  of  the 
net  at  a  time  when  they  require  the  use  of  both 
hands  for  the  rod  with  a  good  fish  on  in  a  rapid 
and  strong  stream. 

To  obviate  this,  I  have  found  the  arrangement, 
of  which  I  send  you  a  very  rough  sketch,  very 
useful,  and  therefore  send  it  to  you  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  may  try  it. 


J  is  a  strong  indiarubber  ring,  3Mn. — 4in. 
diameter. 

B  a  cord  or  strap,  16in. — 18in.  long,  connect¬ 
ing  A  and  C. 

C  is  a  small  ring  of  ivory  or  light  metal,  through 
which  the  landing-net  passes. 

The  modus  operandi  is  this  : — 

The  large  indiarubber  ring  A  is  slipped  up  the 
left  arm  above  the  elbow.  The  length  of  B  should 
just  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  fisherman  to  grasp 


the  landing-net  below  the  bow  or  circle.  All 
that  is  necessary,  if  the  fisherman  requires  to  use 
his  left  hand  for  the  rod,  is  to  drop  the  net,  which 
will  then  be  hanging  below  his  left  fore-arm, 


within  easy  reach,  leaving  the  fisherman  the  free 
use  of  both  hands,  till  the  moment  when  the 
fish  is  exhausted  and  ready  for  the  net.  The 
length  of  the  handle  ensures  the  end  of  the  handle 
resting  on  the  bottc  m  of  the  stream,  and  it  does 
not  incommode  the  fisherman  or  get  between  his 
legs.  The  net  need  never  leave  the  ring  C,  and 
thus  cannot  be  lost  by  dropping  into  the  river. — 
Yours,  &c., _  Eden. 

FISHING  IN  VIRGINIA  WATER. 

Sir, — The  following  appeared  in  the  Standard 
of  the  16th  inst.,  and  as  it  concerns  anglers  and 
private  rights,  I  ask  you  kindly  to  find  yoorn  for 
itjwjth  my  comments  tberoon. 


FISHING  IN  VIRGINIA  WATER. 

To  the  Editor  op  “Tiie  Standard.” 
,r®Ifi'~TIn/our  interesting  account  of  the  Royal  picnic  at 
Virginia  Water  occurs  the  following  passage:  “The 
gentlemen  occasionally  hauling  in  the  floats  and  lines 
which  had  been  set  by  the  Quean’s  fishermen,  and  ex¬ 
amining  the  fine  pike  and  perch  that  had  been  captured.” 

.  All  anglers  are  aware  that  the  close-time  for  these  fish 
1!  °V<?r  until  Tuesday,  the  Kith.  I  would  like  to  know 

if  the  Piscatorial  Society  intend  to  take  action  in  this 
matter.— I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

G-  Herbert  Dennison. 

40,  Kirkdale,  Sydenham,  S.E.,  June  15. 

Virginia  Water  is  situated  in  Windsor  Park,  and 
is  Royal  property,  of  which  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
Christian  is  Ranger,  and  like  other  private  waters, 
is  outside  of  any  piscatorial  or  other  fish  preser¬ 
vation  societies,  and  the  Mundella  Act.  It 
is  usual  to  have  an  annual  Royal  picnic  at  the 
Fishing  Temple  there,  which  includes  boating  and 
fishing,  with  rods  and  lines  and  set  lines.  On  one 
of  the  annual  excursions  I  remember  reading  that 
their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  were  fishing  with  rods  and  lines,  near 
the  Temple,  and  leaving  them  to  fish  for  them¬ 
selves  during  luncheon  time.  On  their  return  a 
big  carp  was  on  His  Royal  Highness’s  line,  and 
a  fine  perch  on  that  of  Her  Royal  Highness- 
most  loyal  and  obedient  fish,  which  had  been 
well  taught  to  take  the  hooks  by  J.  Keen,  the 
then  Royal  fisherman.  At  Slapton  Ley,  near 
Dartmouth,  Sir  Lydston  Newman,  Bart.,  allows 
pike  and  perch  fishing  directly  the  wild  fowl 
season  is  over.  At  Torcross  Lake,  close  by,  Mr. 
Vickers  allows  pike  and  perch  fishing  all  the  year 
round  (see  advertisement  in  F.  O.).  Some  of  the 
Yarmouth  Broads  belong  to  private  parties,  who 
can  ligger  with  set  lines  whenever  they  please, 
and  no  Mundella.  Act  or  piscatorial  societies  can 
prevent  them,  for  they  do  not  possess  the  power 
of  prevention,  as  imagined  by  Mr.  G.  Dennison. — 
Yours,  &c.,  T.  R.  Sachs, 

Senior  Member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 


anglers  comment  on  the  practice  in  no  very  com¬ 
plimentary  manner.  Especially  should  the 
readers  of  the  Gazette  bear  in  mind  the  remarks 
as  to  visiting  strange  waters  at  the  right  season. 
The  most  famous  waters  in  the  United  Kingdom 
are  no  use  at  times,  and,  as  Mr.  Tod  says,  the 
hotel-keepers  let  one  flog  away.  Perhaps  towards 
the  end  of  one’s  visit  MacBoniface  may  say,  “  Ah, 
if  ye  want  good  fishing  ye  should  come  here  in 
June.  But  I  must  say  that  when  I  have  written 
beforehand  to  an  hotel-keeper,  asking  which  was 
the  best  month,  I  have  generally  had  a  truthful 
reply.  After  all,  can  an  hotel-keeper  be  expected 
to  enlighten  greenhorns  who  do  not  take  the 
trouble  to  make  the  proper  inquiries  ? 


Sir,- 


A  CORRECTION 
I  observe  in  the  Gazette  and  other  papers 


that  Mr.  Campbell,  keeper  on  the  Woodend  Water, 
Aberdeenshire,  Dee,  is  getting  the  credit  o:’ 
having  killed  three  fish,  on  Thursday,  the  4th 
inst.  These  fish  were  killed  by  myself  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lessee  of  the  fishings,  Mr.  Farnell 
Watson. — YTours,  &c.,  Andrew  Murray. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the 
26th  of  May,  respecting  the  fishing  in  Anglesey. 
I  have  spent  the  last  nine  days  here  fishiDg  the 
Maelog  Lake,  but  have  been  unfortunate  in  the 
matter  of  weather,  the  wind  having  been  in  the 
north  and  east  the  whole  time,  and  consequently 
I  have  only  caught  a  few  fish.  The  fishing,  I  hear, 
is  extremely  good  with  a  southerly  wind,  but  I 
have  not  been  favoured  in  that  respect. 

The  fish  caught  average  about  Jib.,  and  are 
very  game ;  it  is  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to 
land  a  fish  after  hooking  it.  The  air  here  is  very 
bracing  and  that  combined  with  the  fishing 
(lake,  river,  and  sea),  makes  the  place  very 
pleasant  for  a  holiday.  The  hotel  is  very  com¬ 
fortable,  and  clean.  The  charges  are  i‘3  3s. 
per  week. — Yours  truly,  Arthur  E.  Parry. 

Anglesey.  _ 

©HMtoraana 

Among  some  useful  recipes,  I  have  come  across 
the  following  Dry  ropes  may  be  preserved  from 
the  attacks  of  parasites  and  rot,  by  being  im¬ 
mersed  for  four  days  in  a  bath  containing  twenty 
grains  of  sulphite  of  copper  to  a  quart  of  water. 
This  recipe  is  of  course  primarily  useful  to  men 
who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  boats,  but  it  might  be 
worth  the  while  of  some  fishing  tackle  manu¬ 
facturer  to  experiment  with  the  bath  on  fishing- 
lines.  _ 

Every  man  with  the  least  sense  of  what  is  right 
must  cordially  agree  with  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  re¬ 
marks  on  false  reports  and  false  weights  of  fish. 

I  can  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  an  un¬ 
common  thing  in  Sutherlandshire  for  the  creel  to 
be  weighed  along  with  the  fish.  I  have  seen  it 
done,  and  have  repeatedly  heard  other  English 


Exceptionally  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  this  year  while  the  “  fly  was 
up.”  Anyone  who  wishes  to  catch  a  few  really 
fine  fish,  and  can  get  away  in  May  and  June, 
could  not  do  better  than  to  visit  those  lakes. 
Though  there  are  men  who  profess  to  scorn  fish¬ 
ing  with  the  natural  fly,  I  can  say  from  experience 
that,  as  carried  on  on  the  large  Irish  lakes,  it  is 
not  only  a  most  enjoyable,  but  also  a  most  artistic 
method  of  fishing,  and  one  not  acquired  in  a  day. 

Though  here  and  there  some  good  bags  of  trout 
have  been  taken,  I  should  say  that  on  the  whole 
the  May-fly  season  has  not  been  up  to  the  average 
on  most  English  waters.  On  the  Lambourn  it  has 
been  unquestionably  bad,  except  on  one  or 
two  exceptional  days,  but  many  more  fish  would 
have  been  taken  had  not  certain  persons  thought 
fit  to  cut  weeds  while  the  fly  was  up.  I  referred 
to  the  matter  last  week.  On  the  Kennet,  though 
the  weeds  are  cut  every  year,  I  have  never  heard 
of  a  case  of  weed-cutting  during  the  best  of  the 
fishing  season,  those  who  have  fishing  rights  being 
true  sportsmen  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  as 
reluctant  to  interfere  with  the,  sport  of  their 
neighbours  as  they  are  anxious  to  improve  the 
stock  of  trout  throughout  the  river.  On  the 
Lambourn  and  some  portions  of  other  streams  I 
could  mention  these  fine  feelings  do  not  prevail 
to  any  considerable  extent,  and  I  greatly  fear  that 
there  have  been  cases  in  which,  when  persons 
have  not  been  fishing  their  own  waters,  the  weeds 
have  been  cut  and  sent  down  the  stream  for  the 
express  purpose  of  stopping  the  fishing  below  at 
a  time  when  many  fish  would  be  caught,  which 
fish,  in  due  course,  would,  if  not  killed,  find  their 
way  to  the  waters  above.  By  the  way,  the  fly  is 
still  up  on  the  Lambourn,  and  most  of  the  weeds 
have  been  cut,  so  there  is  still  a  chance  for  any  one 
who  wants  a  day  in  the  May-fly  season. 


At  a  picnic  held  on  the  banks  of  Virginia  Water 
last  Saturday,  the  royal  personages  there 
assembled  are  reported  to  have  spent  a  couple  of 
hours  on  the  lake,  “  the  gentlemen  occasionally 
hauling  in  the  floats  and  lines  which  had  been  set 
by  the  Queen’s  fishermen,  and  examining  the  fine 
perch  and  pike  which  had  been  captured.”  The 
“floats  and  lines  which  had  been  set”  were  of 
course  trimmers,  and  last  Saturday  was  the  13th 
of  June,  that  is  to  say,  before  the  open  season  for 
coarse  fish  had  commenced.  All  this  is  very  sad 
but  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  as  well  as 
other  subjects  of  the  Queen,  are  strictly  within 
their  rights  in  fishing  for  coarse  fish  with  trimmers 
during  the  close  season,  so  long  as  they  do  so  in 
their  private  water.  The  pity  is  that  the  matter 
should  have  been  made  public.  I  should  not  now 
refer  to  it,  but  for  the  fact  that  everyone  is  talking 
about  it,  and  the  comic  phase  the  matter  has  taken 
owing  to  some  one  (surely  a  wag)  having  written 
to  the  Standard,  suggesting  that  the  royal  party 
acted  illegally,  and  that  the  Piscatorial  Society 
ought  to  take  action.  Why  in  the  name  of  all 
that’s  wonderful  should  the  Piscatorial  Societv 
prosecute  the  Princess  of  Wales,  her  dauohters 
and  the  gentlemen  in  attendance  upon  them  ? 
If  the  society  had  to  prosecute  everyone  who 
trimmers  pike  and  perch  in  the  fence  months 
they  would  have  enough  to  do.  Notwithstanding 
'he  great  advance  of  sportsmanlike  feelings  in 
<hese  matters,  there  is  an  immense  amount  of 
fence-season  fishing  carried  on  in  private  waters 
though  we  do  not  hear  of  it  very  often. 

Templar. 


***  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 


by 


June  *20,  1891.] 
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-  OLI)  CHARLIE  - 

Bv  G.  B. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1891,  when  the  primroses, 
nestling  in  some  warm  nook,  were  putting  forth 
their  lemon-tinted  buds,  and  the  hawthorn  was 
preparing  to  burst  forth  into  leaf,  heralding  the 
advent  of  the  trout-fishing  season  for  another 
year,  there  passed  away  from  this  fair  earth,  in 
his  eighty-sixth  year,  old  Charles  Hutchinson, 
one  of  the  well-known  characters  of  an  ancient 
town  on  Tees-side.  In  the  days  before  it  was 
connected  with  the  outer  world  by  railways, 
Charlie  owned  and  ran  a  coach  between  the  town 
and  Darlington,  and  many  a  rare  tale  could  he 
tell  of  life  on  the  road.  Equally  rare  and  startling 
tales  are  told  by  old  inhabitants  about  the  conduct 
and  condition  of  Charlie  whilst  on  his  coaching 
expeditions.  He  often  had  John 
Barleycorn  for  a  companion,  and 
this  close  connection  not  seldom 
resulted  in  his  being  placed  in 
strange  and  dangerous  predica¬ 
ments.  With  the  coming  of  the 
locomotive  the  old  coach  disap¬ 
peared,  and  for  some  time  Charles 
acted  as  outrider  (or  postillion) 
and  driver  of  carriages  for  the 
head  hotel  of  the  old  town— an 
inn  where  Charles  Dickens  once 
spent  some  hours. 

On  his  retirement,  through  age, 
from  this  position,  Charlie,  with 
plenty  of  time  on  his  hands,  spent 
most  of  it  at  the  waterside  in  his 
favourite  pursuit— that  of  angling. 

He  was  not  great  at  fly-fishing,  but 
with  the  worm  (in  all  conditions 
of  water  and  weather)  he  was  cm 
fait.  He  was  a  little  man, 
hardened  from  long  exposure ; 
had  a  rough  weather-beaten  face, 
with  (to  parody  somebody) — 

“  A  nose  tip-tinted, 

Like  the  petal  of  a  poppy.” 

He  claimed  acquaintance  with 
almost  everybody,  whether  he 
knew  them  or  not ;  and  persisted 
in  entering  into  conversation  with 
a  garrulity  which  was  pleasant,  if 
you  had  time  and  inclination  to 
listen,  but  which,  if  you  had  not, 
was  wearisome.  His  coaching  life 
had  made  him  well-known  to  all 
the  landed  proprietors  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  leave  to  angle  in 
their  waters ;  indeed,  he  was  so 
favoured  by  one  gentleman  that 
he  got  permission  to  fish  in  a  beck 
in  which  no  one  else  had  the 
privilege.  The  rod  be  used  was 
in  keeping  with  its  owner  — 
old,  warped,  weather  -  stained, 
scratched,  battered,  and  bent — a 
thing  to  marvel  at ;  a  wonder 
to  all  beholders ;  and  a  source  of 
speculation  as  to  how  any  fish 
could  be  landed  with  such  a 
ricketty  weapon.  But  fish  were 
landed  nevertheless.  Charles  des¬ 
pised  such  trifles  as  landing-nets 
and  panniers ;  for  though  his  rod 
might  be,  or  seem  weak,  his  tackle  as  a  rule  was 
strong.  No  drawn  gut  for  him  !  Stewart  says, 
“  Some  anglers  strike  with  such  force  as  to 
pull  the  trout  out  of  the  water,  and  throw  it 
a  considerable  distance  behind  them.”  Charles 
was  one  of  these ;  his  object  was  to  land  his 
fish  at  once  without  “  ony  fash.”  He  certainly 
got  broken  sometimes,  and  the  loss  of  a  length 
of  gut  was  sorely  felt ;  but  he  had  friends  who 
readily  set  him  up  again.  As  for  bags  or 
panniers,  his  capacious  pockets  sufficed  to  carry 
all  his  booty.  I  think  I  can  state  with  truth  that 
these  pockets  were  not  lined  with  waterproof 
material,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  were  ever 
washed.  Sweet  pockets ! 

Charlie  had  a  peculiar  way  of  conducting  his 
operations.  On  reaching  the  river  he  would  take 
his  seat,  bait  his  hook,  light  his  pipe,  and  start. 
If  he  had  no  nibble  for  awhile  he  would  begin  to 
count  to  five  hundred ;  if  he  got  neither  bite  nor 
fish  by  the  time  he  reached  the  last  count,  he 


would  move  to  another  placo  and  try  again.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  he  had  a  nibble  without  killing 
I  result,  or  if  he  landed  a  fish,  he  would  commence 
j  again  at  one  and  count  away  towards  five  hun- 
j  dred  without  leaving  the  same  spot.  As  he  was 
1  sitting  one  day,  occupied  in  this  way,  a  piscatorial 
j  friend  passed  by  and  saluted  him.  “  Well, 
Charles,  what  sport  ?  ”  “  Nay,  I  hevn’t  done 
much.  They’re  not  biting  varry  weel  to-day.” 

I  “  Have  you  got  nothing  ?  ”  “  Aye,  to  be  sure  !  ” 

:  And  the  old  man  pulled  from  a  pocket  his  metal 
bacca-box,  bright  with  long  usage,  opened  the 
lid,  and  displayed,  with  a  grin,  an  eel  laid  around 
the  inner  edge,  whilst  along  the  centre  was  spread 
out  a  small  troutlet,  just  as  long  as  your  little 
finger  1  On  one  occasion  Charlie  had  a  day’s 
fishing  up  the  beck  afore-mentioned,  and  made  a 
1  miraculous  catch,  for  when  he  arrived  at  home 


OLD  CHARLIE. 

he  found  he  had  ninety-six  trout.  Most  of  these 
I  would  be  small  fish.  But  to  show  how  fickle  a 
pursuit  fishing  is,  he  went  next  day  to  the  same 
water  with  a  gentleman,  who  was  delighted  at  the 
prospect  of  similar  sport,  and  the  result  was  a 
trifle  better  than  nil. 

But  Charlie  sometimes  caught  big  fish.  To 
prove  what  his  wonderful  old  rod  could  do  when 
put  on  its  mettle  he  related  to  me  this  incident. 
He  was  one  day  sitting  on  the  beautiful  rocks  of 
limestone  marble,  which  at  that  particular  place 
form  the  -bed  and  margin  of  the  river,  contem¬ 
plating  his  line  as  it  depended  into  the  water,  and 
perhaps  doing  a  count,  when  there  approached 
him,  on  a  visit  of  inspection  and  for  a  chat,  the 
water-bailiff.  After  some  conversation  the  latter 
jocularly  remarked  that  he  would  have  no  chance 
of  detecting  Charlie  in  catching  salmon,  as  he 
was  quite  sure  the  old  rod  could  never  pull  a  large 
fish  out  of  the  water.  “  But,”  said  the  old  man 
|  to  me,  with  a  sly  wink,  “  after  he  went  away  aw 


catclied  two  scurf  (sea  trout),  one  81b.  and  t’  other 
21b.” 

Charlie  could  scarcely  be  called  a  poacher.  He 
never  resorted  to  the  methods  of  poachers,  but 
always  fished  fairly.  He  honestly  considered 
himself  entitled  to  all  fish,  of  what  kind  soever, 
which  he  caught ;  he,  however,  would  take  pre¬ 
cautions  against  being  detected,  in  case  he  had, 
in  a  moment  of  weakness,  killed  what  he  was  not 
duly  authorised  to  take.  When  once  returning 
home  after  a  day’s  fishing  he  was  met  by  the 
squire  of  a  neighbouring  estate — a  J.P.  and  a 
member  of  the  Fishery  Board.  “  Well,  Charles, 
how  are  you  getting  on  ?  ”  queried  the  squire. 
“  Aa,  sir,  aw’s  only  middling  ;  aw’s  bothered  wi’ 
th’  rewmattics.”  “  Yes,  I  see  you  do  not  walk  well. 
You  must  be  careful  not  to  sit  about  the  river-side 
and  on  the  rocks  too  much.”  “  Aye,  jistsae.  Good- 
day,  sir  !  ”  And  Charlie  hurried 
away  as  fast  as  his  condition  would 
allow  him,  for  he  had  a  grilse  down 
the  inside  of  one  trouser  leg  and  a 
“  scurf  ”  down  the  other  ! 

Charlie  had  a  primitive  method 
of  despatching  eels  when  caught. 
How  persons  possessed  of  artificial 
teeth  would  succeed  with  it  I  can¬ 
not  say.  He  popped  the  eel’s  head 
into  his  mouth,  and  fixing  his 
teeth  at  the  back  of  it,  or  where 
its  neck  ought  to  be,  he  gave  the 
wriggler  a  strong  crunch,  and  thus 
quieted  him. 

The  old  angler  made  it  a  point 
to  start  fishing  operations  as  soon 
as  ever  the  season  came  in — and, 
indeed,  often  sooner  ;  for  he  could 
not  be  persuaded  that  the  season 
did  not  start  on  February  the  1st, 
but  on  the  2nd,  until  a  policeman 
warned  him  that  he  would  really 
have  to  lay  an  “  information  ” 
against  him.  If  Charlie  had  not 
read  Thomson’s  “  Seasons  ”  (and 
we  suspect  he  never  heard  of 
such  a  poet  or  his  poem),  he  yet 
quite  believed  that — 

“When  the  first  foul  torrent  of  the 
brooks, 

Swelled  with  the  vernal  rains,  is 
ebbed  away, 

And,  whitening,  down  their  mossy- 
tinctured  streams 

Descends  the  billowy  foam,  then  is 
the  time, 

While  yet  the  dark  brown  water 
aids  the  guile, 

To  tempt  the  trout.’ 

He  was  one  day,  in  the  month 
of  February,  some  years  ago,  con¬ 
templating  a  fishing  excursion  on 
the  morrow,  as  a  thaw  had  set  in, 
and  the  rain,  with  a  consequent 
flood,  was  expected.  Poor  Charlie 
doubtless  dreamt  of  big  trout  pull¬ 
ing  and  splashing,  and  a  rare  day 
early  in  the  season.  He  awoke  at 
day-dawn,  and  heard  what  he  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  rain  coming  down 
in  fine  style.  He  “  up-ended  ” 
himself,  and  stepped  upon  the 
floor;  but  what  was  his  dismay 
when  he  found  himself  ankle-deep 
in  water.  The  thaw  had  resulted 
in  a  burst  water-pipe,  and  his  room 
was  a  miniature  lake.  No  rain 
and  no  fishing  that  day. 

Charlie  was  very  much  married.  He  out-lived 
three  wives,  and  a  few  years  ago  his  bosom  again 
throbbed  with  the  tender  passion,  which,  if  not 
virgin,  was  doubtless  pure  and  honest .  The  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  the  wedding  were  partially  arranged ; 
but  his  friends  stepped  in  and  dissuaded  him  from 
his  purpose,  so  that  for  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life  he  lived  in  loneliness.  During  the  season 
of  1889  he  ventured  out  two  or  three  times  only, 
to  try  his  luck  among  the  trout ;  but  his  hand  had 
lost  its  cunning,  and  his  success  was  so  small  (if 
any)  that  he  laid  his  rod  aside.  His  natural 
powers  were  failing  fast,  and  he  had  to  content 
himself  with  hearing  of  the  sport  of  others,  and 
fighting  his  piscatorial  battles  over  again  to  lis¬ 
tening  friends.  During  the  last  winter  and  early 
spring  old  Charlie  became  gradually  weaker,  and 
he  was  finally  laid  hold  of  by  the  cold  hand  which 
sooner  or  later  will  touch  each  one  of  us,  and  now 
he  sleeps  under  the  daisied  sod. 
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MY  BEST  SALMON. 

By  A.  R.  I.E.  L. 

By  the  above  title  I  mean  neither  the  biggest, 
nor  the  best-looking,  nor  the  best-eating  salmon 
of  my  catching ;  but  the  best-fighting  salmon  I  have 
ever  fought.  And  haply  there  were  incidents  of 
the  battle-royal  between  him  and  me  which  may 
make  a  narrative  of  that  stern  struggle  not  wholly 
uninteresting,  even  to  some  who  have  no  hobby  in 
the  angle,  who  are  no  Slaves  of  the  Rod. 

I  do  not,  however,  for  an  instant  either  suggest 
or  suppose  that  my  little  salmon  fight  was  nearly 
as  exciting  as  either  the  late  Mr.  Bromley  Daven¬ 
port’s  tussle  with  his  Norwegian  seventy-pounder 
in  the  strong  runs  of  the  Rauma,  or  the  late  hap¬ 
less  Hon.  Houghton  Grannom’s  (indirectly)  own 
-  death-struggle  with  that  Scotch  monster  of  like 
weight  in  the  roaring  waters  of  the  Budon,  as 
recently  told  us  so  tragically  by  that  Master  of  the 
Pen,  of  whom — here  in  our  Fishing  Gazette — we 
may  truly  say  : 

“Micat  inter  omnes 
Julium  sidus,  velut  inter  ignes 
Luna  minores.” 

Some  autumns  ago  I  was  angling  for  trout  and 
grayling  at  Corwen,  towards  the  head  of  the  lovely 
Yale  of  Llangollen. 

One  day  the  Druid’s  river,  “  the  sacred  Dee,” 
was  in  red  flood.  As  we  anglers  stared  at  the  spate 
there  came  to  us  the  Tempter.  The  Only  Jones, 
our  host  of  the  Owen  Glendower,  suddenly 
appeared  (the  Tempter  always  does  appear 
suddenly?),  and — oh,  so  delicately- sinuously  1 — 
8U§8ested  that  we  four  might  do  far  worse  than 
take  his  trap  some  nine  miles  up  the  Alwen — a 
tributary  of  the  Dee,  falling  into  it  just  above 
Corwen,  and  clearing  much  more  rapidly  than  the 
larger  river. 

Who  were  “  we  four  ”  ?  Well,  we  were  A.,  a 
young  Speyside  salmon  fisher;  B.,  a  sporting 
parson^;  C.,  an  inhabitant  of  Corwen,  whom  we 
will  call  “  The  Coming  Man  ” ;  and  D.,  the  writer 
— “  The  Industrious  Apprentice  "  in  those  days  to 
the  Master  of  a  certain  novel  and  subtle  style  of 
angling.  We  listened  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer. 
We  took  the  trap  of  the  O.  J.,  and  we  took  him 
in  it  with  us  as  Ion  camerade.  He  was  so  good  at 
The  Men  of  Harlech,”  and  with  rod  and  gun, 
and  at  a  world  of  other  nice  things — nap,  and 
nine-pins,  and  all  sorts  of  nonsense  not  excluded. 
And,  oh,  he  had  such  winning  ways!  He  was 
a  kind  of  Admirable  Crichton  and  Bertrand  de 
Born  in  one.  Not  a  bad  sort  ?  I  verily  believe 
that  ‘  we  four  }  would  have  gone  anywhere, 
anywhere— out  of  the  world  as  well  as  in  it— in 
a  trap,  with  our  Only  Jones. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  have  quite  forgotten 
the  long  Welsh  name  of  the  little  place  we  went 
up  to ;  unless,  indeed,  I  say,  with  the  smiling 
page  in  Shakespeare, 

How  can  I  forget  that  which  ne’er  I  did  remember?" 
There  we  found  the  flood  just  beginning  to  run 
off.  Too  early  !  For  two  hours  I  toiled  and  spun 
in  vain  ;  till  I  fancied  all  the  lilies  of  the  field  must 
be  laughing  in  their  blooming  petals  at  me.  But 
as  the  brook  fell,  the  trout  rose.  I  began  to  catch 
them  pretty  quickly.  Presently  I  found  myself 
fashing  no  grand  pool  or  stream— like  “  The  Laird’s 
Pool,”  on  the  Spey,  or  “  Sprouston  Dub,”  on  the 
Tweed,  or  “  The  Doonass  Rapids,”  on  the  Shan¬ 
non  ;  or,  last,  not  least,  “  The  Ashweil,”  on  the 
Budon— but  a  pretty  little  pool,  with  a  big  boulder 
tngh  outstanding  in  mid-stream  towards  its  head, 
and  with  a  big  alder  far  o’erhanging  on  the  off¬ 
side  near  its  tail.  Out— under  that  alder _ I 

cast. 

I  saw  him— a  red  salmon  of  some  101b.  or  121b 
-on  his  rise  !  He  had  it !  At  first  he  sulked  a 
,  ^y-and-by  he  began  to  move— as  yet,  though, 
only  as  one  must  “  Move  on  !  »  before  a  policeman, 
or  as — 
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I  was  all  alone  with  him ;  although  I  am  never 
less  alone  than  when  alone — with  a  Salmon. 

Anxious  (before  rousing  the  Ancient-British 
Lion  within  him)  to  secure  some  of  my 
companions-in-arms  for  partakers  and  credible 
witnesses  of  the  coming  combat,  I — not  being  a 
comrade  of  Locksley,  with  a  bugle  horn  to  sound 
upon — sang  out,  “  Hi !  Hi !  ”  A  man  and  a  boy 
from  a  near  farm-house  came  running  to  my  call. 
The  boy  was  sent  off  up  the  waterside  in  search. 
The  man  remained  with  me  for  company  and 
counsel. 

We  make  the  slow  time  of  waiting  pass  as 
quickly  and  pleasantly  and  profitably  as  we  can, 
discussing  the  piscatorial  character  of  the  stream 
bv  which  we  are  standing,  and  the  chances  (with 
neither  landing-net  nor  gaff)  of  the  fight  in  the  near 
future,  when  the  pending  hollow  truce  shall  have 
ended.  My  associate  expresses  his  surprise  that 
my  salmon  should  have  stood  for  so  long  so  still. 
I  intimate  a  hope  that  he’ll  “  wait  a  little  longer,” 
till  some  of  my  friends  arrive.  “  And  then,”  I 
add,  “  we’ll  haul  down  the  white  flag,  and  strike 
up  the  fifes  and  drums.” 

The  boy’s  errand  up-stream  proved  abortive. 
The  O.  J.  I  shrewdly  suspected  had  ere  this 
retired  (possibly  with  jovial  B.,  the  sporting 
parson)  to  the  Angler’s  Retreat,  or  its  synonyme 
in  Cymric. 

Ultimately  Hodge,  jun.,  did  discover — a  good 
distance  down-stream— C.,  the  inhabitant  of 
Corwen,  “  The  Coming  Man  ”  aforesaid.  He 
came  to  the  front  now — like  a  shot ! 

Time  was  that  C.  had  been  an  informer, 
which  is  worse  even  than  a  poacher.  Jealous  of 
our  sport,  he  had  informed  against  my  master 
and  me  for  “killing  trout,  of  malice  aforethought, 
with  minnows  steeped  in  some  maleficent  trout- 
seducing  liquid  unknown.”  So  ran  the  indict¬ 
ment.  But  ’twas  proved  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  by  the  nose  of  our  judge,  a  riparian  pro¬ 
prietor  and  J.P.,  and  a  close  connection  of  the  late 
lamented  Major  Hill,  to  be  merely  “  methylated 
spirits  of  wine.”  We  were  honourably  acquitted. 
We  left  the  court  without  a  stain  upon  our 
characters — though  not,  I  fear,  without  a  stench 
upon  our  fingers  from  that  malodorous,  albeit  not 
malevolent  spirit.  Why,  those  cabinet-maker 
fellows  drink  it ! 

*  Disgustibus  non  est  disputandum." 

“  I  often  use  it  myself  in  salmon  fishing ;  and 
the  more  they  catch,  the  better  I  shall  be  pleased,” 
said  our  genial  Rhadamanthus. 

The  whirligig  of  time  brings  strange  revenges. 
C.  was  now  to  see  for  himself  whether  I  were 
really  a  poacher  or  not.  On  his  arrival  active 
operations  recommence.  «  The  salmon  a-sulk 
says  Christopher  North,  “must  be  made  to 
spring  to  the  plunging  stone.”  But  the  “  plunging 
stone,"  on  the  present  occasion,  proves  to  be  mere 
“  brut urn  fulmen."  “Ah!  he’d  play  ‘Ajax  defy¬ 
ing  the  lightning,’  would  he  ?  ”  And  therewith  a 
good  big  bough  is  rapidly  wrenched  off,  and  (leaves 
and  all)  out-hurled.  Down  it  comes  over  his  nose 
and  fouls  my  line.  I  clear  it.  He  wakes  up.  He’s 
off  now  but  still  with  only  a  very  moderate 
vivacity  and  velocity— down  the  pool.  A  presenti- 


“  SCiepofnt1t°opohit''t  Sl°Wly’  slowly~creeping;  on  from 

up  the  pool.  Then  he  came  to  another  and  more 
obstinate  anchor,  just  opposite  my  legs,  and 
almost  at  my  feet,  and  just  below  that  big  boulder 
the  stream,  though  clearing  fast,  was  still  of 
too  dark  a  colour  to  admit  of  my  making  out  my 
wily  warrior  s  dusky  contour  at  the  bottom  of 

tw  i?ai?'di®.ep  water’  There  he  stuck>  behind 
that  big  boulder.  And  I  dare  say  he  said  to  him 

Dhu  •—  defiantly  as  Fltz-James  did  to  Roderick 

“  ?.n0.  come  all !  thia  rock  shall  fly 

From  its  firm  base  as  soop  as  I J  ”  ' 


ment  of  mischief  to  come,  however,  crosses  my 
mind.  I  wade  on,  quicker  and  quicker,  with  in¬ 
tent  to  head  him,  and  turn  him  up  the  pool  again. 
Too  late !  too  late !  Great  Diana  of  the  Ephesians, 
or  other  and  Greater  Goddess  of  the  Angle !  He’s 
going  out  the  pool !  H 

As  he  goes  faster,  ever  faster,  over  the  ever- 
shallower,  ever-fleeter  water  of  the  pool-tail,  and 
out  of  it  into  those— on  this  spate— roaring  minia¬ 
ture  Niagara-rapids  below,  I  take  in  all  the  gleam 
and  gloom  of  the  situation,  all  its  potential  glory 
and  shame,  at  half  a  glance — in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye.  Knowing,  from  having  fished  the 
water  for  a  good  way  down,  that  there  is  for 
far  no  pool  worth  naming  for  salmon-slaying 
on  trout-tackle  light  as  mine,  I  foresee  clearly 
enough  that  'twill  be  a  stern  chase  and  a  long 
chase ;  wading  on  after  him  all  down  the  strong 
water,  shallow  and  deep— though  not,  I  fancy, 
drowning-deep  for  a  non-swimmer  anywhere. 
•fu16  JS  no  landin8  and  following  my  fish  from 
either  bank ;  for  both  banks  are  almost  continu- 
ously  alder-bushed. 

I  have  to  decide  on  the  instant— before  I  go 
over  my  waders  in  the  next  pool— what  course  I 
wfll  adopt.  Is  not  this  need  of  instant  decision, 
in  to©  face  of  tb©  Instans  Tyrannus  of  adverse 


circumstances,  one  of  the  chief  charms  of  salmon 
fishing,  one  of  its  highest  values  as  a  mental  train¬ 
ing  ?  “  Who  hesitates  is  lost  ”  in  salmon  fishing, 

no  less  than  in  the  battle  of  life.  Though  trout 
fishing  may  teach  delicacy  and  subtlety,  Salmon 
fishing  teaches  Decision,  Patience,  Endurance. 

“  It  is  the  Heart,  and  not  the  brain, 

That  to  the  highest  doth  attain.” 

I  am  afraid  that  the  trout  fisher  proper  (or  by 
preference)  is  too  apt  to  rate  the  lower  mentalities 
above  the  higher ;  to  put  the  intellectual  over  the 
moral.  Hence  his  weakness  for  that  dolce  far 
niente  of  angling,  “  dry-fly  ”  and  “  afternoon-tea,” 
taking  and  taken  lazily  together,  on  and  by  the 
languid  streams  of  Test,  or  Kennet,  or  Itchen. 
The  lotos- eater  !  How  then  can  one  truly  say  of 
the  dry-fly  fisher — 

“  And  e’en  his  failings  leaned  to  Virtue’s  side  ”? 
unless,  indeed,  one  holds,  with  Plato,  that 
Ignorance  is  not  Bliss,  but  Vice  ;  and  that  Virtue 
is  nothing,  after  all,  but  being  “  in  the  Know.” 

No,  trout  fishing  may  show  talent  ;  but  ’tis  Sal¬ 
mon  fishing  shows  character.  Shall  I  follow  my  big 
fish — -with  a  will — cheerfully,  gaily  down  through 
all  difficulties,  through  every  danger  down — to 
the  end,  bitter  or  sweet,  glorious  or  disastrous  ? 
Or  shall  I  break  off  at  once,  and  have  done  with 
it  all,  saying  to  myself,  in  a  deep  sigh  of  relief : 

“  Thank  heaven,  that  great  brute’s  gone  1”  and 
sneak  back — ’umble  as  Uriah  Heep — to  my  little 
trout  ? 

My  rod  is  a  ten-foot  wand,  though  ’tis  at  times 
as  the  wand  of  a  magician. 

“Angel  schwebte  lockend  niederl 
Gleich  ein  Fischlein  streift  und  schnappt ; 
Schadenfrohe  Schelmen-lieder ! 

Und  das  Fischlein  war  ertappt.” 

Charms  and  enchantments  are  always  in  an 
unknown  tongue— to  a  non-magician — are  they 
not?  Was  not  Merlin’s  incantation  —  so  far 
beyond  “  pretty  Vivian’s  ”  reading— 

“  An  awful  charm, 

Writ  in  a  language  that  has  long  gone  by  ”? 

My  reel-line  is  only  about  25yds., •“  sound  as  a 
roach,”  but  short  for  salmon.  My  gut-line,  though 
a  twin-cast  to  that  one — also  of  my  own  pick  (over 
many  a  hank)  and  make — on  which  I  had  caught 
a  6|lb.  brown  trout  the  year  before,  is  vet  all  very 
fine  and  small  for  tackling  a  101b.  or  121b.  salmon 
in  flood-water,  particularly  if  and  when  it  comes 
to  giving  him  the  butt — in  other  words,  entering 
into  death-grapple  relations  with  him.  But  then— 
the  sport!— and  the  fame!  Think,  reader,  the 
glory  of  it ! 

“One  crowded  hour  of  glorious  Life 
Is  worth  an  age  without  a  name. 


Sharp,  therefore,  on  the  spur  of  this  supreme 
moment,  in  far  less  time  than  it  has  taken  me  to 
record  my  reflections  and  resolution,  I  make  up 
my  mind  that,  come  what  may,  I  will  hold  on  to 
my  salmon  till  death  (his,  of  course),  or  worse,  us 
do  part ;  although,  unlike  Old  Noll’s  stout  troopers, 
I  cannot  both  trust  in  Providence  and  keep  my 
powder  dry.  J 

“  Though  the  dive  were  through  Erebos,  thus  I  obey  ” 
the  savage  Spirit  of  Sport.  My  only  chance, 
however,  is  that  my  salmon,  like  Pheidippides, 
the  courier  of  the  victory  of  Marathon  to  the 
Akropolis,  may  run  himself  gloriously  to  death. 

You  recollect  how  poor  Webb,  the  mighty 
swimmer,  was  swept  all  down  those  frightful 
fateful  rapids  of  Niagara  ?  Even  so,  to  compare 
small  things  with  great,  my  salmon,  on  the  spate, 
is  shooting  all  down  this  raging  run — a  series  of 
foaming,  tumbling  torrents  below  that  Boulder 
Pool. 

“  Hard,  hard,  hard  is  it  only  not  to  tumble  ” 
one’s-self,  racing  Atalanta-like  along,  with  nailless, 
side-down-trodden,  slippery  brogues— delaying  me 
far  more  than  any  dilly-dallying  with  any  dazzling 
‘  Golden  Pippin  ”  could  ever  have  delayed  her— 
after  that  rushing  salmon,  through  that  raving 
stream,  and  over  that  rocky,  sliddery  brook-bed  ! 
Hard  work  indeed  have  I  to  follow  my  leader  fast 
enough  to  keep  up  with  him,  so  as  to  keep  a  few 
last  yards  of  line  on  my  reel  for  a  last  emergency. 

The  almost  endless  fringe  of  alders  on  each  bank 
of  the  brook,  far  o’erhanging,  is  leaving  but  about 
one-third  of  the  mid-stream  free  and  clear.  My 
flying  quarry,  finding,  I  suppose,  that  the  side- 
water  which  by  a  law  of  hydro- dynamics,  or 
rather  of  all  liquids  in  motion  (a  law  ruling  not 
only  oil  on  the  water,  but  even  ice  in  the  glacier  • 

SW  n°thinS  of  “  Old  Tom  »  out  the  tap,  or 
-Golden  Syrup  ”  from  the  spoon)  has  a  somewhat 
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gentler  there  ? — the  whispering  Dryads  of  the 
bushes  are  bending  their  lowest,  their  lowliest, 
down  to  kiss  the  winsome  Naiads  of  the  brook. 
So,  you  see,  I  have  to  hold  my  rod  out  straight  and 
low— -horizontally — before  me,  in  a  most  un¬ 
angling  looking  form  and  fashion,  looking  far  more 
like  some  diviner’s  rod  at  its  weird  work — laid  at 
full  length — now  just  over,  now  just  under,  the 
swollen,  swirling  water. 

“  Not  the  least  obeisanco  made  ho, 

, .  ,  _  Not  a  moment  stopped  or  stayed  he,” 

did  Poe  s 

“Ancient  Raven  wandering  from  the  Nightly  shore.” 

But  I — I  have  to  be  always  bowing  and  scraping 
along  under  those  everlasting  bushes.  And  ever 
and  anon  I  have  either  to  lift  them  up,  or  else  to 
lay  them  aside,  as  we  fly  past — on  and  on — he  like 
Hector,  and  I  like  Achilles  after  him.  And  now 
and  again  I  have  to  stop  or  stay  for  a  moment,  or 
a  half-moment,  while,  quick  as  thought,  though 
not  quite  as  quick  as  lightning,*  I,  with  my 
single  spare  hand,  clear  the  fouled  line  from  the 
foliage,  above  or  below  water,  in  our  rapid  flight. 
Once  the  line,  under-fouled  on  a  water-dipping 
twig-end,  refuses  clearance  by  a  single  hand.  So  I 
have  to  lay  rod  on  bank,  reel-uppermost  to  run, 
and  with  both  hands  loose  the  dangerous  hitch. 
I  weather  that  hurricane. 

Once — I  had  long  before  become  wet  through 
to  well  above  my  waist — I  slip  and  fall  in  a  knee- 
deep  “  flat.”  I  am  sharp  enough,  however,  to 
hold  rod  and  line  fast  and  free. 

“  Victa  tamen  vinces,  eversaque  Troja  resurges.'’ 

I  trust  so,  if  “  Troja  ”  may  but  be  translated 
“  Salmon."  Spluttering  out  so  much  of  the 
draught  porter  or  brown  stout  as — gurgite  vasto 
— I  had  taken  in,  but  not  entertained,  not  swal¬ 
lowed,  I  hear  the  numerous  anxious  inquiries  of 
my  excited  spectators — C.,  the  hind,  the  herd- 
boy,  and  other  and  later  arrivals,  including  a 
sweet  voice  from  a  fair  face  under  a  high  Welsh 
hat — all  peeping  and  peering  through  yon  alder 
bushes — to  the  right — at  my  prostrate  form ;  my 
back  (such  the  force  of  adverse  circumstances 
over  which  I  have  had  no  control)  most  inoppor¬ 
tunely  and  most  unpolitely  turned  towards  my 
receding  salmon’s  tail ;  as  I  am  lying — not  a  bit 
like  a  Cretan,  but — truly ,  after  pulling  myself  to¬ 
gether,  in  a  posture  not  so  very  unlike  that  of 
Theseus,  sculptured  by  Phidias,  from  the  Par¬ 
thenon,  which  you  have  seen,  times  and  oft,  among 
the  immortal  Elgin  marbles  in  the  British 
Museum  ?  Only  he  is  nude,  and  I  am  not. 

“  Have  you  lost  him  ?  " 

“  No,  he’s  on !  ” 

as — resurging,  jumping  up — emerging,  dripping — 
I  once  more  hear  my  ringing,  and  feel  my  run¬ 
ning,  reel. 

Twice  I  find  my  sly  old  Redskin— a  Red  Salmon  is 
about  twice  as  sly  as  a  Red  Indian — having  been 
doubling  back  like  a  hare,  or  winding  round  like  a 
fox,  is  resting,  snugly  ensconced,  under  the  near 
bank  behind  me.  “  Come  out  of  that,  sir  !  ”  Audi 
turn  and  tread  him  up  out  that  brown  water, 
very  much  as  you  might  walk  up  some  close- 
squatting  partridge  out  seed-clover,  or  deep¬ 
hiding  grouse  from  under  the  blooming  heather. 

Both  times  when  routed  out  he,  for  all  my  efforts 
to  the  contrary,  frantically  resumes  his  wild  career 
down-stream.  But  he  never  jumps.  He  never 
bounds  like  a  bar  of  burnished  copper,  nor  even 
like  a  block  of  French-polished  mahogany,  into 
the  sun-lit  air,  and  then  falls  back  out  of  it  into 
the  sombre  water  with  a  splash,  which  brings 
one’s  heart  into  one’s  mouth,  and  sends  a  thrill  of 
fearful  animation  through  all  one’s  frame.  No, 
he  never  jumps.  He  is  probably  either  far  too  well 
hooked,  or  else  a  bit  too  fat,  to  play  the  acrobat. 

What,  I  wonder,  were  his  thoughts  and  feelings 
during  all  the  long  period  of  his  flight  and  my 
pursuit  ?  Did  he  think  and  feel  at  all — 

“  Like  one  that  on  a  lonesome  road 
Doth  walk  in  fear  and  dread, 

And  having  once  turned  round,  walks  on, 

And  turns  no  more  his  head  ; 

Because  he  knows  a  fearful  fiend 
Doth  close  behind  him  tread  ”? 


*  Thought  travels  (they  say)  about  ninety  feet  per 
second.  “  The  example  is  put  by  M.  Du  Bois  Raymond  of  a 
whale,  ninety  feet  long,  struck  in  the  tail  by  a  harpoon ; 
one  second  would  be  occupied  in  transmitting  the  impres¬ 
sion  to  the  brain  ;  a  fraction  of  a  second— say,  one-tenth 
in  traversing  the  brain ;  a  full  second  in  returning  the 
motor  impulse;  so  that  the  boat  would  have  upwards  of 
two  seconds  for  escaping  the  danger 4.  Bain, 
'  Maul  and  Body.  ' 


And  what,  do  you  wonder,  are  my  thoughts  and 
feelings  just  now  ?  Well,  ideally ,  I  think  and  feel 
that  I  am  now  just  about  to 

t  , .  ,  “Sweep, 

in  ever-highering  eagle-circles,  up 
1  o  the  great  Sun  of  Glory,  ana  thence  swoop 
uown  on  — my  salmon  tnere — “and  dash  him  dead.” 

“  But  really  ?  ”  Well,  really ,  water-logged,  wet 
through  to  the  crown  of  my  hat,  and  the  skin  of  my 
teeth,  panting  and  pumped  out,  I  come — am  brought 
by  him — at  last — to  a  narrow  foot-bridge  over  the 
brook.  There  again  he  stands.  “  And  there  let  him 
stand  till  I  fetch  my  breath,”  I  sullenly  and  sillily 
exclaim.  No,  in  breath  or  out  of  breath,  never  you 
let  your  salmon  stand  and  rest  to  plot  and  act 
out  his  plot !  Soon  C.  shouts  out :  “  Look  out 
for  that  bough  behind  you  1  ”  I  turn  at  once.  But 
before  I  can  prevent  it,  a  branch  which  I  had 
broken  off  from  some  brittle  alder,  and  had  passed, 
in  our  headlong  flight,  floats  down  and  fouls  my 
line.  I  clear  it  quickly  and  gently  enough.  But 
as  I  clear  it  the  taut  goes  slack,  the  bent  bow  of 
the  rod  springs  back  straight  as  an  arrow,  the 
line  comes  home — without  the  hooks !  All — is 
over !  The  best  salmon  of  myv  life  is  gone 
for  ever !  But  yet  ’twas  not  through  accident 
so  slight  that  such  ill-luck  befell — save  in  the 
souse  that  ’tis  the  last  pound  breaks  the  camel’s 
back.  My  Summum  Bonum  of  a  Salmon  had  been 
playing  the  same  old  game  of  his  kind — rubbing, 
filing  the  good  gut  through  against  the  rock 
foundation  of  the  bridge.  That  had  done  all  the 
mischief  that  all  the  fraying  rest  of  the  fray  had 
left  undone.  But  it’s  no  use  crying  over  spilt 
milk ;  or,  to  put  it  a  bit  more  classically — 

“  The  gods  themselves  cannot  recall  the  past.” 

Kismet ! 

Yes,  the  whirligig  of  time  brings  strange 
revenges.  When  all  is  over,  and  we  are  alone 
together,  my  ex-informer-friend  is  to  me  as  a 
brother,  or  a  dearer.  He  tips  up  my  waders,  and 
tilts  out  their  waters.  He  takes  off,  and  wrings 
out,  my  soaking  garments — 

“Hanging  like  cerements.” 

He  helps  me  on  with  them  all  afterwards.  He, 
like  Mary,  loves  much  and  is  —jorgiven  ! 

At  the  Anglers’  Retreat  we  fight  our  battle  o’er 
again  before  the  O.  J.  and  the  rest  of  our  rejoined 
party.  They  impartially  applaud  both  fisherman 
and  fish ;  and  C.  adds  that  he  has  seen  some 
salmon  slain  on  Dee,  but  never  a  one  so  gay. 

The  Parthian  fight  in-flight  had  lasted  (far  more 
truly  than  Falstaff’s  fight  with  Hotspur)  “  for  a 
long  hour,”  by  Shrewsbury,  or  Corwen,  or  any 
other  clock.  And  it  had  raged  on  over  a  rare 
length  of  flood-water. 

My  Salmo  Currens  was  certainly  not  at  all 
of  the  same  species  as  Mr.  Andrew  Lang’s  Salmo 
Irritans.  Both  species  had,  however,  at  least  two 
generic  attributes  in  common— those  “fins  like 
fans,”  which  made  my  fish  run  as  fast  as  his  rose, 
and  that  implicit  obedience  of  both  to  the  first 
law  of  nature — that  instinct  of  self-preservation— 
that  good  caretaking  of  No.  1  when  either  in  a  fix 
or  almost  on  the  point  of  one  ;  in  short,  that 
"Mens  equa  in  arduis, 

which  is  so  inestimable  a  quality,  whether  in  man 
or  fish,  and  is  one  wherein  a  salmon,  I  think, 
excels  all  living  creatures.  Truth  forbids  my 
saying  all  other  creatures  living,  inasmuch  as 
herein  he  so  often  excels  himself. 

Treated  in  time,  and  properly,  according  to  Dr. 
O.  J.’s  neat  and  potent  (Welsh-Scotch)  prescrip¬ 
tion — taken  once  in  every  three  miles  or  less — I 
mean  or  oftener — on  our  journey  home — to  keep 
up  the  circulation — I  caught  no  chill,  nor  took  any 
other  ulterior  harm  from  all  my  outward  wetting. 
But  next  day  I  was  too  ctiff  to  go  fishing ;  so, 
instead,  I  sat  writing  dispatches  about  my  big 
battle  with  my  best  salmon — or  to  give  our  hero, 
my  victor,  his  due,  full,  classic  and  scientific 
designation,  “  Salmo  Salar  Optimus  Meus.” 

“But,”  says  the  head-shaking,  plain-speaking 
reader,  “  he  got  off,  after  all ;  and  you  don’t 
appear  to  have  been  so  very  much  put  out  about 
it,  either.” 

“And  I  answer— though  it  be, 

Why  should  that  discomfort  me? 

No  endeavour  is  in  vain. 

The  reward  is  in  the  doing ; 

And  the  rapture  of  pursuing 

Is  the  prize  the  vanquished  gain." 

Why,  what  fox-hunter— for  example— could 
complain  that  he  had  had  no  sport,  because,  after 
the  best  run  of  his  life,  reynard  had  gone  to 
earth  ?  Would  Venator— even  although  from  his 


spill  in  the  brook  as  soaked  as  ever  Piscator — then, 
with  the  memory  of  all  that  fast  runnning  and 
hard  riding,  and  of  all  that  celestial  music  of 
hounds  and  horn  in  his  soul,  be  so  very  far  below 
his  “  Seventh  Heaven  ?  ” 

What  wonder,  then,  O  gentle,  dubious  reader, 

if — under  such  very  similar  circumstances - - 

'twas  somewhat  so  with  me  ? 


Fishing  Luck. — Some  anglers  are  oxtremely 
superstitious,  trusting  much  to  luck,  omens,  &c. 
One  old  gentleman,  and  one  of  the  best  salmon 
anglers  I  ever  know,  was  much  given  to  this  sort 
of  thing.  His  fishing  bag  never  went  to  the  river 
without  an  old  horseshoe  being  carefully  put  inside 
of  it,  and  if  his  gillie  did  sometimes  forget  this  im¬ 
portant  duty,  the  old  gentleman  always  felt  un¬ 
comfortable  all  day,  and  any  ill-luck  or  misbap 
was  sure  to  be  traced  to  the  absence  of  the  old 
horseshoe.  Fishing  one  spring,  some  years  ago, 
on  a  grand  Scotch  salmon  river,  the  old  gentle¬ 
man’s  run  of  luck  seemed  to  have  deserted  him, 
and  several  days,  contrary  to  all  precedent,  he 
returned  from  the  river,  blank.  It  could  not  be 
the  want  of  the  horseshoe  this  time,  for  each 
morning  it  was  carefully  placed  in  the  fish  bag. 
What  then  could  be  the  cause  of  this  altered  state 
of  things  ?  In  vain  did  the  old  gentleman  seek 
to  find  a  clue  to  the  mystery,  till  one  morning,  as 
he  drove  to  the  river,  he  met  a  raZ-haired  girl 
driving  cows  to  the  pasture.  She  was  by  no  means 
a  beauty,  and  now  it  dawned  on  the  old  angler’s 
mind  for  several  mornings  past  he  had  met  this 
very  girl  driving  the  cows.  In  a  moment  his  mind 
was  made  up.  This  girl  (old)  must  be  the  cause, 
and  no  doubt  she  must  be  a  witch  !  He  ordered 
the  coachman  to  return  to  the  hotel,  and  then 
told  his  story  to  the  host,  who,  by  the  way,  is  a 
bit  of  a  wag.  For  some  time  the  landlord  was 
puzzled  as  to  the  identity  of  the  old  red-headed 
girl,  but  at  last  he  remembered  who  she  was, 
having  several  times  met  her  himself.  “  Oh,  sir,” 
said  he,  “  the  girl  is  quite  harmless,  but  some  of 
her  people  were  considered  rather  uncanny  years 
ago.”  “  Ah  I  ”  said  the  old  sportsman,  “  I  knew  it ; 
manage  that  she  don’t  meet  me  again,  and  give 
her  what  you  like  to  keep  out  of  my  way.”  And 
the  cute  landlord  did  manage  this  some  way,  and 
the  old  gent,  being  no  longer  troubled  with  her, 
his  “  luck  ”  at  once  returned. 

A  Handy  Chiel. — Many  good  stories  regarding 
the  late  Earl  of  Home  are  in  possession  of  the 
Border  story-tellers.  The  earl  was  a  keen  angler, 
and  on  one  occasion,  when  diligently  plying  his 
rod  on  the  Tweed,  was  hailed  from  the  opposite 
bank  by  a  carter,  with  a  “  Hi,  man  ;  ye  micht  gies 
a  lift  wi’  this  stane  !  ”  “  O,  I’ll  do  that,”  was  the 
ready  answer ;  and  picking  his  way  across  the 
stream,  peer  and  peasant  tugged  loyally  together 
at  a  burly  boulder,  which  was  at  length  satisfac¬ 
torily  deposited  in  the  cart  near  at  hand.  Other 
“  lifts  ”  followed,  till  the  load  was  completed,  and 
then  the  carter,  as  he  “  rubbit  his  broo,”  looked 
with  kindly  eye  on  his  companion,  remarking, 
“  Man,  ye’re  a  handy  chiel !  ”  “  O  ay,”  said  his 
lordship,  “  I  can  dae  maist  onything !  ”  “  Weel, 
I’m  muckle  obleeged  to  ye  the  noo ;  but,  do  ye 
ken,  I  would  like  to  stan’  ye  a  gill,  but  there’s 
naewhere  a  body  can  sit  doon  here!  Noo,  if  I 

could  see  ye  at  nicht - ”  “  O,  ye  can  do  that,” 

came  the  apparently  eager  response ;  “  I’m  stay¬ 
ing  at  the  hotel  owrebye,  an’  I’ll  be  there  the  nicht 
if  ye  like  to  ca’  up  !  ”  “  I’ll  be  there ;  but  wha  will 
I  ask  for  ?  ”  “  O,  Sandy  Hume  ;  the  landlord 

kens  me  fine  1  ”  True  to  the  appointment,  the 
worthy  carter  appeared  at  the  hotel,  and  was 
introduced  to  “  Sandy,”  who  waited  his  arrival 
dressed  in  the  regimentals  with  which  he  was 
about  to  appear  at  a  public  dinner.  The  honest 
carter  ventured  the  suggestion  that  the  landlord 
had  made  a  mistake ;  he  had  asked  for  ane  Sandy 
Hume.  “  Weel,  I’m  Sandy  Hume ;  look  at  me  !  ” 
“  Man,  ye’re  like  the  fellow ;  an’  I  think  ye  are 
the  fellow  !  ”  the  situation  slowly  dawning  upon 
him.  “  But  here,  see,  I’m  a  man  of  my  word.  I 
said  I  would  pay  for  a  gill  awtween  us,  an’  I’m 
ready  to  do’t,”  pushing  his  neive  at  same  time 
into  his  side  pocket.  “  And,  my  good  fellow,  I 
said  I  would  share  the  gill,  and  I  shall.  But 
never  mind  the  paying.  Here’s  plenty ;  draw 
in  your  chair  and  gie’s  your  crack  !  ”  Whether 
they  limited  themselves  to  a  gill  is  not  known. 
They  sat  long  enough,  however,  to  have  each 
punished  a  mutchkin, — Ola  go  v  Mail , 
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THE  GATE  SWIM,  AMBERLEY. 

By  R.  B.  L. 

To  the  majority  of  London  olub  anglers  the 
fishing  on  the  Arun  is  as  familiar  as  that  of  the 
Thames.  Though  distant  fifty-five  miles  from 


cost,  and  return  home  laden  with  wild  flowers, 
nuts  or  blackberries,  according  to  the  season. 

Of  the  many  well-known  swims,  the  Gate  Swim, 
shown  in  our  illustration,  is  a  favourite  one,  and 
is  situate  about  mid-way  between  Amberley  and 
Pulborough,  at  which  latter  place,  by-the-by,  the 


Hood,  Pentonville.  He  is  well  known  among 
London  anglers  as  a  keen  and  very  successful 
angler. 

The  country  around  is  exceedingly  beautiful, 
and  well  worth  a  visit,  especially  down  the  river 
towards  Arundel  Park.  The  river  is  tidal, 


London,  the  cheap  excursions  place  it  within  the 
reach  of  all,  and  a  competition  for  prizes  at  either 
Amberley  or  Pulborough  is  generally  well  attended 
pj  anglers  who  go  down  in  hundreds,  accompanied 
iu  many  cases  by  their  wives  and  children,  who 
enjoy  a  long  day’s  outing  at  a  remarkably  small 


Central -Association  now  holds  a  fine  stretch  of 
water.  The  standing  figure  is  J.  A.  Fitch,  who 
was  formerly  secretary  of  the  Central  Association 
for  four  years,  and  has  been  for  more  than  twenty 
years  secretary  of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers, 
whq  hold  their  meetings  at  his  house,  the  Robin’ 


the  current  being  very  rapid,  hence  ledgering 
will  be  found  the  most  killing  method  of  taking 

Amberley  has  always  been  noted  for  large 
roach,  one  splendid  specimen  having  been  taken 
here  by  a  Mr.  Mitchell,  weighing  gib.  ll^os, 
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FAMOUS  FISHERMEN. 

DONALD  ROSS. 

Donald  Ross,  the  subject  of  the  following  sketch, 
was  till  lately  (when  he  was  superannuated  on 


road  together  leading  to  the  river.  Suddenly 
Donald  stopped  and  began  to  look  about  and  sniff. 
The  Duke  asked  him  why  he  did  so,  when  Donald 
replied,  “  Your  Grace,  I  was  sure  of  it ;  a  large 
fox  passed  across  this  road  yesterday — I  feel  the 


full  pay)  head-keeper  and  fisherman  to  his  Grace  scent  of  him.”  His  Grace  laughed,  but  sure 


the  Duke  of  Portland.  Although  now  retired  he 
cannot  be  called  a  very  old  man.  Born  in  1822 
he  is  thus  sixty-nine  years,  but  he  is  hale  and 
hearty  as  of  old,  and  is  always  in  presence  when 
anything  particular  is  going  on  either  in  fishing 
or  shooting.  Donald  still  bears  the  stamp  of  what 
ho  has  always  been  — a  genuine  Highlander.  As 
a  gamekeeper  and  fisherman  he  began  his  career 
at  a  very  early  age ;  indeed  from  his  boyhood  he 
had  a  great  love  for  both  rod  and  gun  and  with 
both  he  was  always  a  crack  hand. 

Donald,  who  is  a  Ross-shire 
man,  had  his  first  place  from  Lady 
Hay  Mackenzie,  mother  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  her¬ 
self  a  most  amiable  and  kind  lady, 
and  here  Donald  began  the 
rudiments  of  a  life  as  a  fisher¬ 
man  and  keeper,  which  he  has 
since  put  to  such  good  account. 

We  may  say,  however,  that  very 
few  men  have  had  such  excep¬ 
tional  opportunities  of  perfecting 
themselves  in  all  the  arts  of  game- 
keepering  and  fishing.  He  always 
had  kind  and  indulgent  em¬ 
ployers,  who  seeing  his  worth  duly 
appreciated  it.  With  Lady  Mac¬ 
kenzie  he  stayed  several  years, 
but  with  an  eye  to  bettering  his 
condition  he  applied  for  a  like 
situation  in  Caithness,  and  the 
lady,  giving  him  an  excellent 
character,  parted  with  him  with 
regret.  The  place  he  obtained  in 
Caithness  was  head-keeper  and 
fisherman  to  the  late  Donald 
Horne,  Esq.,  W.S.,  who  then 
owned  the  estates  of  Langwell  and 
Berriedale.  His  new  master,  being 
a  lawyer,  was  a  pretty  hard  man 
to  deal  with,  but  Donald  got  on 
famously  with  him,  although  he 
found  his  work  “  cut  and  dry  ”  for 
him.  Game  of  all  kinds  was 
almost  run  out  :  vermin  having 
been  allowed  to  completely  over¬ 
run  the  ground — while  the  river 
had  long  been  left  to  take  care  of 
itself.  This  was  too  good  for 
"  Donald,  who  soon  altered  this  state 
of  matters.  With  the  assistance 
of  a  staff  of  under-keepers  he 
speedily  made  away  with  the 
vermin,  and  turning  his  attention 
to  the  river  he  stocked  it  with  fish 
brought  from  other  parts ;  and 
both  game  and  fish  soon  began  to 
increase  under  his  skilful  manage¬ 
ment.  In  a  few  years  Langwell 
and  Berriedale  so  rapidly  -im¬ 
proved  that  Mr.  Horne  was  able 
to  procure  a  very  large  sum  for 
it,  from  the  late  Duke  of  Portland, 
who  became  proprietor  of  it  ten 
years  after  Donald  came  to  the 
place.  His  Grace  retained  Donald 
in  his  position  of  head-keeper 
and  fisherman,  and  not  only  this  but  he  gave 
him  all  and  every  assistance  to  enable  him 
to  complete  the  good  work  he  had  been  carrying 
on.  The  late  Duke  was  a  keen  observer  and  a 
very  shrewd  man.  He  came  himself  to  Langwell 
and  stayed  some  time,  and  now  Donald  had 
full  opportunity  of  informing  his  Grace  of 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  best  means  of  making 
the  estate  what  it  certainly  now  is — one  of  the 
finest  sporting  estates  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
Very  few  deer  were  then  to  be  found  on  the 
grounds  where  now  there  are  upwards  of  two 
thousand  head.  While  in  the  North,  the  old  Duke 
took  a  particular  fancy  to  Donald,  and  consulted 
him  on  all  fishing  and  shooting  matters.  Although 
no  great  angler  himself,  his  Grace  was  extremely 
fond  of  it,  and,  whilst  on  the  Berriedale  and  the 
Helmsdale,  would  keenly  watch  Donald  when  fish¬ 
ing,  and,  whenever  he  got  a  salmon  on,  would 
grow  quite  excited  until  he  saw  it  landed.  On 
one  occasion,  while  the  Duke  was  fishing  the 
Helmsdale,  he  and  Donald  were  walking  up  the 


enough  Donald  was  right,  for  a  fox  had  actually 
been  seen  the  day  before  by  several  parties.  At 
the  late  Duke’s  death  the  present  Duke  took 
Donald  into  his  services,  and,  if  possible,  helped 
even  more  to  improve  matters  than  did  his  pre¬ 
decessor  by  giving  him  additional  assistance  in 
every  way  in  his  power.  However,  it  is  principally 
as  a  master  of  the  angle  that  we  have  to  do  with 
Donald,  but  he  is  so  much  of  both  rod  and  gun 
that  a  sketch  of  him  would  not  be  complete  with¬ 
out  a  reference  to  both. 


Helmsdale  in  rather  a  dangerous  place,  his  foot 
slipped,  when  he  went  plump  into  a  pool  over 
10ft.  deep.  He  never  lost  his  presence  of  mind, 
and  as  he  could  swim  a  little,  he  managed  to  get 
out  none  the  worse  for  his  sudden  immersion. 

As  a  fly-tyer  Donald  has  few  equals,  his  pat¬ 
terns  being  much  in  quest  by  many  noted  anglers. 
The  Ross-fly  is  his  own  special  favourite,  and  it 
has  proved  a  good  killer  on  several  Scotch  rivers. 
Donald  is  an  enthusiastic  naturalist,  and  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  lives,  habits,  and  resorts  of  wild  birds 
is  very  extensive,  and  he  delights  in  giving  his 
listeners  the  history  of  several  of  the  feathered 
tribes,  notably  the  eagle,  of  which  he  has  shot 
several.  Of  the  life  and  habits  of  the  latter  he 
knows  much  that  is  interesting,  and  he  does  not 
think  that  that  much-abused  animal,  the  otter,  is 
such  an  enemy  of  the  salmon  as 

- !  he  gets  credit  for. 

Donald  is  a  well-built  man, 
standing  over  5ft.  lOin.  The  por¬ 
trait  given  of  him  is  a  good  like¬ 
ness,  and  is  from  a  photo  he  got 
taken  lately.  Like  many  other 
successful  men,  Donald  has  had 
troubles  in  his  day,  and  not  the 
least  of  these  was  the  loss  by 
death  of  several  grown-up  sons 
and  daughters,  and  lately,  too, 
his  wife,  a  most  amiable  and 
kindly  woman.  We  close  this 
brief  notice  of  him  by  hoping  that 
he  may  long  enjoy  his  well-earned 
retirement,  and  that  there  may 
yet  be  many  good  fishing  and 
shooting  days  in  store  for  him. 


A  Wonderful  Salmon. — “  Noo, 
laird  McGlashan,  what  was  really 
the  weicht  o’  that  awfu’  big 
saumon  you  and  Saunders  killed 
last  Saturday  in  the  Black  Dub 
pool?”  asked  the  McNab  from  the 
midst  of  a  select  company  who 
were  enjoying  the  McGlashan ’s 
hospitality  at  a  rather  late  hour. 
“  The  weicht  o’t  man  ?  It  was 

- .  Saunders,  man,  Saunders,” 

calling  to  his  faithful  henchman, 
“  did  ye  weigh  the  mucklesaumon, 
Saunders  ?  ”  “  Deed  aw  weighed 

it,  laird.”  “  Weel,  then,  tell  the 
company  a’  aboot  it.”  “  Ye’ll 
excuse  me,  laird,  but  acanna  mind 
thee  noo  to  an  exact  pun  ;  but  aw 
heard  ye  tell  Captain  McPherson 
after  breakfast  that  it  was  twenty- 
five  pun,  at  luncheon  time  it  was 
fifty  pun,  efter  denner,  when  ye 
sat  ower  the  punch,  it  was  sixty- 
five  pun,  and  last  thing  at  nicht, 
when  ve  and  the  meenester  wor 
ca’ing  yin  anither  leears,  it  war 
twa  saumon  eighty  pun  a  piece.” 


DONALD  ROSS. 


As  a  salmon  angler,  Donald  may  be  said  to 
have  had  few  superiors.  He  casts  a  splendid 
line,  and  is  one  of  the  most  careful  of  fishers,  going 
over  every  inch  of  water,  and  seldom  failing  to 
score.  “  Big  days,”  he  has  had,  but  this  he 
has  not  cared  for  so  much  as  a  good  daily  record 
of  sport,  which  he  has  invariably  had.  On  the 
Berriedale  river  he  has  killed  hundreds  of  fish, 
but  the  best  day  he  ever  had  was  one  autumn  day, 
when  he  killed  sixteen  salmon  and  grilse  on  that 
small  stream.  Takes  of  six,  eight,  and  ten  fish 
daily  he  has  often  secured,  but  the  only  record  he 
cares  to  boast  of  is  that  of  killing  with  his  own 
fly-rod  forty-eight  grilse  in  three  days. 

Although  one  of  Donald’s  long  experience  must 
have  had  some  queer  adventures,  yet  there  is  little 
in  this  respect  that  can  be  said  in  his  case.  Fish¬ 
ing  the  Berriedale,  one  day,  he  hooked  a  small 
trout,  which  he  was  drawing  in,  when  suddenly  it 
was  grasped  by  a  large  fish,  which  after  some 
time  was  landed,  and  found  to  be  a  fine  181b. 
salmon.  On  another  occasion,  while  fishing  the 


The  Salmon  Fishing  on  the 
Thurso.— This  week  the  judges  of 
the  First  Division  of  the  Court  of 
Session  disposed  of  an  action  at 
the  instance  of  Sir  George  Tolle- 
mache  Sinclair,  Bart.,  of  Selbister, 
against  William  Thriepland  of 
Fingask,  Perth.  Pursuer  claimedT400  in  respect  of 
loss  through  the  defender  taking  salmon  from  the 
river  Thurso,  opposite  defender’s  lands,  during 
the  fishing  season  of  1889,  and  part  of.  that  of 
1890.  In  another  action  Lord  Trayner  in  June, 
1889,  found  that  pursuer  had  the  right  of  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Thurso,  and  in  July  last  the  Second 
Division  adhered  to  that  judgment.  Defender 
stated  in  the  present  case  that  he  had  fished  in 
the  Thurso  subsequent  to  the  date  of  Lord 
Trayner’s  interlocutor.  Lord  Kincairney  ordered 
a  proof  as  to  this,  and  the  defender  reclaimed 
against  the  order.  Ultimately  it  was  intimated 
to  the  judges  that  pursuer  had  abandoned  his 
action,  and  the  defender  was  assoilzied,  neither 
party  being  found  entitled  to  expenses. 


Two  Good  Reasons.— A  Scot  on  Drammin’. 

“  Mon,  there  are  jist  twa  occasions  on  which  ye 
ought  to  tak’  a  dram— when  ye’ve  salmon  foe 
dinner,  and  when  ye’ve  nane.” 
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SUMMER  ANGLING. 

By  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

There  is  probably  no  greater  test  of  the  ability 
of  an  angler  than  to  place  him  upon  the  bank  of 
an  English  trout  stream  during  the  daytime,  at 
dead  low  water-mark,  during  the  months  of  June 
or  July,  and  ask  him  to  catch  a  respectable  basket 
of  trout.  The  task  imposed  appears  at  first  sight 
to  be  so  utterly  hopeless  ;  the  fish  scattered  over 
the  ^hallows  at  the  slightest  movement  on  his 
part,  scud  away  into  deeper  water,  and  even  the 
flash  of  the  kingfisher  as  he  skims  the  stream,  will 
cause  them  to  vanish  like  a  flash  of  light.  The 
thing,  however,  can  be  done,  and  in  my  opinion 
there  is  far  more  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the 
accomplishment  of  such  a  feat  than  from  the 
capture  of  double  the  number  in  the  amber-tinted 
waters  of  early  spring,  or  when  the  short-lived 
days  of  September  herald  the  beginning  of 
the  end. 

To  become  a  successful  summer  fisherman,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  study  closely  the  habits  of 
the  trout,  and  also  a  variety  of  different  methods 
of  fishing  for  him  ;  artificial  flies,  natural  flies, 
beetles,  worms,  gentles,  and  minnows,  must  all  be 
called  into  requisition,  as  circumstances  require ; 
the  very  finest  of  tackle  must  be  used,  and  the 
most  cautious  of  wading  indulged  in.  It  is  to 
offer  a  few  practical  remarks  on  these  subjects 
that  I  sit  down  to  write  this  article  for  the  Summer 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  will  be  at  once  apparent  to  your  many  readers, 
from  these  prefatory  remarks,  that  I  am  one  of 
those  who  do  not  pin  their  faith  solely  upon  one 
particular  branch  of  angling.  I  certainly  do  not, 
for  I  always  maintain  that  the  primary  object  of 
.  6  JPor^  *s  c&tch  fish,  and  so  long  as  that  end 
is  effected  by  fair  honest  methods  with  rod  and 
^ ,  contend  that  it  is  quite  as  sportsmanlike 
and  scientific  to  do  so,  with  minnow  or  worm,  in 
a  low  and  clear  condition  of  water,  as  it  is  to  fish 
with  the  artificial  fly ;  in  fact  there  are  days  at  the 
time  of  year  concerning  which  I  am  writing,  when 
it  would  be  quite  as  profitable  for  a  man  to  fish 
upon  a  gravel  walk  as  it  would  to  attempt  to  catch 
a  basket  of  trout  by  the  means  of  fly  alone. 

It  is,  we  will  suppose,  a  bright  hot  day  in 
the  first  week  of  June,  most  delightful  of 
weather  to  spend  in  the  country,  but  generally 
accepted  as  being  the  reverse  for  angling.  Let  us 
see  what  can  be  done ;  select  your  lightest  12ft. 
fly  rod,  check  reel,  and  tapered  line  to  match,  and 
come  with  me  to  yon  stream  at  the  corner  of  the 
far  plantation  ;  whilst  you  are  engaged  in  putting 
the  rod  together  and  adjusting  the  line,  I  turn 
over  some  of  the  flat  stones  on  the  gravel  bed,  at 
the  edge  of  the  water  and  soon  collect  a  few  stone 
flies ;  half  a  dozen  are  sufficient  for  a  start,  as  if 
they  are  crowded  together  they  soon  destroy  their 
legs  and  wings.  Now  for  a  three-yard  drawn  gut 
cast,  tapered  from  lx  to  the  finest  4x  gut ;  on  this 
we  soon  tie  a  couple  of  No.  1  sneek  bend  fly-hooks, 
with  yellow  silk,  and  we  are  ready  for  a  com¬ 
mencement.  Wade  very  cautiously  into  the  foot 
of  the  stream  where  it  begins  to  deepen  into  the 
pool  at  the  end  of  the  wood,  let  out  line  about 
twice  the  length  of  your  rod,  and  bait  the  hooks 
with  one  of  the  stone- flies  ;  the  top  hook  through 
the  head,  the  lower  one  in  the  belly ;  cast  care¬ 
fully  above  yon  eddy  where  the  shallow  water  is 
broken  by  a  moss  covered  boulder.  The  fly  alights 
like  thistledown,  and  supported  by  its  great  grey 
fiat  wings,  comes  fluttering  down-stream  towards 
the  eddy,  into  which  the  current  bears  it :  the 
gleam  of  a  golden  side  in  the  bright  sunlight, 
tfie  sharp  splash  of  an  eager  rise,  and  your  bending 
rod  top  proclaims  the  capture  of  your  first  fish  of 
the  day  ;  pull  him  downstream,  and  play  him  out 
below  you  m  the  pool  behind.  Now  try  the 
shallow  water  on  the  plantation  side.  What  say 
you  ?  “  No  use  there,  you  can  see  all  over  it.” 

Never  mind,  do  as  I  tell  you ;  there  he  is — you 
struck  too  soon,  and  he  has  taken  the  fly.  Always 
give  the  fish  time  to  turn  his  head,  and  then 
smiply  raise  your  hand  and  tighten  on  him ;  with 
such  light  tackle,  a  breakage  is  soon  brought  about, 
especially  if  tbe  fish  is  a  heavy  one.  After  fishing 
both  sides  of  the  water,  make  a  cast  into  the 
centre  of  the  stream ;  often  in  such  a  place  the 
:f°utflnse.s,  s°  quickly,  thinking  he  is  going  to  miss 
the  fly,  that  all  you  know  about  the  event  is 
hearing  a  splash  somewhere  ;  never  mind  looking 
to  see  where,  tighten  your  line  and  ten  to  one 
you  have  hooked  him.  At  tbe  end  of  such  a  day 


you  may  frequently  turn  out  of  your  pannier  on  to  I  some  luckless  insect  attracted  their  attention 

8^a£S  f/°m  .?T?nty  to  thirty  8ood  trout  5  all  in  A  short  stiffish  rod  about  9ft.  or  10ft  is  the  best 
the  pink  of  condition,  and  the  walk  home  through  for  daping;  a  very  light  n  a^ted  silk  blow  S 
the  green  leafy  lane,  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  a  short  shank^No.  1  or  2  , sneck bend  hook 
lstening  to  the  feathered  songsters,  as  they  tune  wrapped  on  to  one  yard  of  2x  drawn  gut  about 

forms  aTdghrcontrasfto  “fgbbouring  coPPic.e>  eight  inch,es  abo™  hook,  fix  a  veryfmall  shot 
M  8hlu  uJ Mt  to  the  same  3°urney  m  and  a  moderate-sized  bored  bullet  threaded  on  to 

nf  bedgf?ws  were  bare<  the  voice  the  line  above,  completes  the  outfit  if  we  excent 

~uS „birds  absent,  and  the  bitter  north-east  wind  |  a  horn  containing  a  supply  of  live  bluebottles,  Cow 


chilled  you  to  the  bone 
Another  day,  a  month  later,  the  water  if  any 
thing  still  lower,  and  the  rays  of  the  sun  more 
scorchingly  hot.  How  often  have  I  been  laughed 


^P^Li°r  d*es>  these  three  varieties  being  most 
suitable.  Drawing  your  line  up  to  the  top  of  your 
rod  to  prevent  entanglement  in  the  boughs,  you 
select  your  ground  and  commence  business.  First 


d0av8COandf-r  fttemPting.  to  fisb  «"en  on  su*ch  a  of  all  4k 
ay,  and  in  how  many  instances  has  the  laugh  water  below  is  not  improbable  then  noke^vour  rod 

arrived  1  ^ 2 tbe  end  of  tbe  day  the  branch  h^ 

arrived.  A  13ft.  or  14ft.  whole  cane  rod,  fitted  hook  with  a  single  fly,  threaded  on  through  tho 

w  th  snake  rings,  is  the  best  for  action  on  the  body ;  when  well  over  your  auarrv  let  the^hnllpf 
present  occasion ;  a  light-running,  Nottingham  run  the  fiy  closetotKL?fficeofthe  Sr 
^  optional  check,  fitted  with  a  fine  water-  where  by  its  buzzing  it  will  very  soon  attract  the 
proofed  silk  line  and  a  score  of  nice  bright  sil-  attention  of  the  fish;  the  monaXof  the  nool 
very  minnows  about  l*in.  in  length.  Forteckle,  very  soon  sails  up  on  a  voyage  of  inspection 

asfcsome  teL^f  Th  “  f"61’"  °r  Ward's  tackle,  cautiously  he  sails  round  and  found,  apparently 
as  some  term  it.  The  trace  must  consist  of  2x  unable  to  decide  if  the  investment  is  a  safe  one  nr 
rawn  gut,  and  the  swivels  not  larger  than  No  10.  not,  but  the  fluttering  of  the  wings  is  ultimately 
Wade  carefully  upstream,  and  letting  off  line  too  great  a  temptatioh,  that  mJ/bereal  hethffiks 

If  vefnlU£ 1  V0m:  Ieft  band  5  tben  ™tb  a  l0Qg  and  be  g°es  it — much  too*  reafkfhisvefdict* 

easy  underhand  swing  of  your  right  arm,  throw  and  his  next  resting-place  is  the  bed  of  ferns  at 
the  minnow  into  the  shallow  at  the  far  side,  the  bottom  of  your  friel. 
rawing  it  across  towards  you  and  gathering  in  Such  is  my  view  of  the  pleasures  of  summer 
^ain  "itb  y  left  hand.  I  have  fre-  angling.  I  have  no  doubt  whHSS 

n*  y  e.rved  trout>  Which  it  is  easy  to  do  in  this  article  will  say,  “  Oh,  but  I  only  will  fish  with 
*,b®,Uyatal  clearness  of  the  water,  start  from  the  the  artificial  fly,  it  is  cleaner,  noy  trouble  with 
shallow  and  follow  the  bait  right  across  the  baits,  only  one’s  fly-book  to  carry  ”  &c.  Yerv  well 

it  w?fh’  U,ndTdfd  wbat.to  do*  until  he  has  taken  my  friends,  then  allow  me  to  tell  you  tha/by  so 
it  with  a  dash  almost  at  your  very  feet.  Where  thinking  you  miss  very  many  pleasures  onlv 
trees  or  bushes  fringe  the  edge  of  the  stream,  known  to  the  ‘‘all.rouf7angler^ :  he  can  pursul 

hltTi^  m0S  .  caref,u.11y»  as  m  such  places  the  his  sport  with  every  chance8  of  success  through 
best  fish  always  lie  basking  in  the  shade.  I  well  out  the  entire  season,  you  canfot  and  as§  I 
F  “®“be.r  a  scorching  hot  day  I  spent  upon  the  remarked  before,  I  always  hold  that,  so  long  as  an 
ffi^h^stvffi^Slled  thfrVvUs,1D8  duiyf Ashing  angler  does  not  resort  to  any  unfair  method  of 
a  connlo S  if iW:”?  good  *r,out’  bes,lde?  ?sbln§’  be, has  a  P^fect  right  to  be  considered  a 


a  couple  of  large  chub.  I  unfortunately  fell  short 
of  minnows  and  could  not  procure  more,  other- 
wise  I  could  have  easily  killed  a  greater  number 
of  fish. 

Then,  again,  June  and  July  are  the  best  months 
of  the  whole  year  for  fishing  the  worm  upstream  : 
you  can  use  either  one  No.  6  round  or  McKenzie 
bend  single  hook,  or  the  two-hook  tackle  advo¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Pennell,  or  the  three-hook 
one  recommended  by  Mr.  Stewart.  The  Pennell 
is  the  one  I  most  generally  adopt,  using  No.  1 
sneck  bend  hooks,  wrapped  with  red  silk  onto  the 
very  finest  4x  drawn  gut.  Small,  well-scoured 
maiden  dewworms,  l|in.  long,  are  preferable  to 


true  and  honest  sportsman  whatever  pa-ticular 
style  it  may  be  that  he  adopts. 


The  Spey  Cock,  and  some  Spey  Casts. _ “  The 

Spey  cock,  a  cross  between  the  Hambro  cock  and 
the  old  Scottish  mottled  hen,  was  fifty  years  ago 
bred  all  along  Spey  side,  expressly  for  its  feathers, 
used  in  dressing  salmon  flies  ;  but  the  breed  is  all 
but  extinct  now,  or  rather,  perhaps  has  been 
crossed  and  recrossed  out  of  recognition.  The 
breed  is  said  to  be  still  maintained  in  the  parish 
of  Advie,  and  when  the  late  Mr.  Bass  had  the 
„  ,,  ’  -z--  --'“fi)  »*w  ^iwclouid  tu  |  1  ulchan  shootings  and  fishings  his  hpail  lrpenor 

last  long?;  aSThe7  "I  g  C0DSe(luently  Macpherson,  used  to  breed  and  sell  Spey  cocks’ 

days,  when  t 
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Mr.  Aldam’s  tail-to-tail,  and  a  fly  dressed  thus  • 
body,  bright  Green  Peacock’s  Harl,  with  a  turn  or 
two  of  crimson  floss  silk  to  form  a  head,  wings 
dressed  very  small  with  speckled  teal’s  feather 
hook,  No.  00,  short  shank. 

Then,  again,  the  evening  fishing  is  often  ex¬ 
cellent,  following  upon  the  glare  and  heat  of  a 
midsummer  day,  providing  that  the  surface  of  the 
river  and  meadows  are  clear  from  mist.  The 


hoarse  murmur  of  the  river’s  rugged  bed,  recalls 
m  wistful  recollection  the  swift  yet  smooth  flow 
of  ;  the  thundering  rush  of  Spey  against 

the  Red  Crag,  in  the  deep  strong  water  at  the 
foot  of  which  the  big  red  fish  jump,  like 
trout,  when  the  mellowness  of  the  autumn 
is  tinting  into  glow  of  russet  and  crimson 
the  trees  which  hang  on  the  steep  bank 
above,'  the  smooth,  restful  glide  into  the 


evening,  say  from  seven  to  nine  p.m. :  Brown 
Owl,  Light  Watchet,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Fog  Black  • 
then  employ  a  cast  of  three  larger  flies,  say  the 
Coachman,  the  Dark  Sedge,  and  the  Alder  Fly 
lastly,  when  fair  Luna  shews  her  crescent  form 
beyond  the  spur  of  yonder  hill,  resort  to  the 
white  and  yellow  moth,  and  with  these,  if  so  in 
clined,  you  can  continue  your  sport  until  after 
midnight.  One  more  style  of  summer  fishing, 


fisherman  may  spend  to  advantage  the  livelong 
day,  and  then  leave  it  not  fished  out-  the 
turbulent  half  pool,  half  stream  of  the  Piles,  which 
always  holds  large  fish  lying  behind  the  great 
stones,  or  in  the  dead  water  under  the  daisy 
sprinkled  bank  on  which  the  great  beeches  cast 
their  shadows ;  the  Bulwark  Pool,  the  Three 
Stones,  where  the  grilse  show  their  silver  sides 
m  the  late  May  evenings ;  Gilmour’s  and  Carne- 
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habits  of  trout.  I  have  spent  scores  of  days  in 
the  pleasant  leafy  woods  to  be  found  on  the  banks 
of  the  Wharfe  and  Yore,  watching  the  large  trout 
sailing  about  in  the  crystal  water  below,  everv 
now  and  then  gently  breaking  the  surface  as 


don,  the  deepest  pool  of  Spey.”— “The  Weel 
Mendit  Kelt,"  in  “  Ihe  Field" 


Waterproofs  (ladies'  and  gentlemen’s).— A  large  stock  selling 
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SKETCHES  BY  SEYMOUR. 


No.  1.— Catching— a  Colcl. 


“  No.  A.—  Walked  twenty  miles  over  night — up  be/ ore  peep  o' day 
again;  got  a  capital  place— fell  fast  asleep— tide  rose  up  to 
my  knees— my  hat  was  changed,  my  pockets  pickt,  and  a  Jish 
run  away  with  my  hook— dreamt  of  being  on  a  polar  expedi¬ 
tion  and  having  my  toes  frozen." 


We  reproduce  four  sketches  from 
the  clever  pen  of  tho  late  Robert 
Seymour.  We  propose  giving  our 
readers  several  such  sketches  during 
the  next  few  weeks.  Probably  such 
a  graphic  humorist  of  the  highest 
order,  as  Seymour  was,  can  be  hardly 
understood  by  many  of  those  who 
are  familiar  with  his  sketches,  especi¬ 
ally  when  the  fact  that  he  himself  was 
an  ardent  advocate  of  those  sports  he 
so  continually  ridiculed  with  his  pen 
and  pencil  is  taken  into  consideration. 

But  who  of  us  cannot  find  keen  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  the  ridiculous  predicaments 
of  our  fellow-sportsmen  ?  And  as 
long  as  our  pleasure  does  not  cause 
pain,  where  the  wrong  ?  In  this  light 
we  prefer  to  view  Seymour’s  sketches. 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1800,  and 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Vaughan, 
an  eminent  pattern  drawer  in  Spital- 
fields,  and  his  practice  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  of  art  appears  to  have  given 
him  the  facility  and  accuracy  of  pencil 
for  which  he  was  afterwards  so  dis¬ 
tinguished.  At  a  very  young  age  he 
commenced  painting  in  oils,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1822,  he  had  a  picture 
of  some  pretensions  at  the  Royal 
Academy.  Among  his  earlier  works 
were  a  large  Biblical  subject  of  a 
hundred  figures,  an  illustration  of 
Don  Quixote,  and  numerous  portraits 
and  miniatures.  Drawing  on  wood — a 
mode  of  book  illustration  then  much 
in  vogue — occupied  much  of  his  time, 

and  the  various  illustrated  books  and  periodicals  published  for  the  next  ten  years  bespeak  his  popularity  and  industry  in  that  department.  Although 
Seymour’s  hands  were  full  of  commissions  for  drawing  on  wood,  and  he  was  paid  for  them  on  his  own  terms,  he  was  always 

in  a  more  independent  department  of  art,  feeling  that  the  engraver,  however  competent,  failed  to  communicate  the  full  force  of  his  drawing.  He 

therefore  srladlv  hailed  anv  ocnortunitv  of  etching  or  engraving  his  own  designs  on  copper  or  steel.  Tt  n  ,  jo 

Ahnnt  1830  Rie  art  o I  lrthoeranhv  attained  great  perfection  in  England  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  late  Mr.  Hullmandel,  and  Seymour 
executed  many^  detEmhed  ^  sketches?  mcludir^^he  fitffisgraphic  series  of  Caricatures  called  “The  Looking  Glass’’  “The  Schoolmaster  Abroad,”  and 
three  hundred5!!)  plates  entitled  “  New  Readings  of  Old  Authors.”  He  was  very  successful  in  full-length  lithographic  sketches  of  public  characters,  and 

h&Butf  0™  a^f  Sevmour^various  ^orkr^R^”^ Humorous  Sketches  we  intend  reproducing  several  of  them,  and  present  the  first  four  this  week— - 
were  his  prime  favourites,  and  will  best  perpetuate  his  name.  They  were  first  published  between  the  years  1834  and  1836,  in  detached  prints  at 
threenence  each  bvMr  Richard  Carlisle, of  Fleet-street  (notorious  as  the  publisher  of  Paine’s  “  Age  of  Reason  ”),  who,  we  are  told,  obtained  them  from  the 
artist?at  the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  per  drawing  on  the  stone,  and  made  a  large  profit  by  their  sale,  as  they  were  very  popular.  Carlisle  fell  into 
difficulties  just  previous  to  Seymour’s  death,  and  sold  the  copyright  and  lithographic  stones  for  something  like  their  original  cost  to  Mr.  Henry  Wallis, 
the  well-known  engraver  and  picture  dealer,  who,  parting  with  the  stones  to  Mr  Tregear,  of  Cheapside,  but  retaining  the  copyright,  transferred  the 

drawings  very  skilfully  to  steel,  and 
published  them  in  1838  with  letter- 
press  by  “  Crowquill  ”  (Alfred  Henry 
Forrester),  the  popular  humorist  of 
the  day.  The  next  edition  was  issued 
by  Mr.  Henry  G.  Bohn,  in  1842,  and 
from  some  of  his  engravings  our 
present  illustrations  are  reproduced. 

We  propose  next  week  to  have 
something  else  to  say  of  this  clever 
artist.  In  the  meantime  we  would 
draw  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  sketches  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

“Catching — a  Cold”  is  thus  de¬ 
scribed  by  “Crowquill”:  “What  a 
type  of  true  philosophy  and  courage 
is  this  Waltonian  !  Cool  and  unmoved 
he  receives  the  sharp  blows  of  the 
blustering  wind — as  if  he  were  play¬ 
ing  dummy  to  an  experienced  pugilist. 

Although  he  would  undoubtedly  pre¬ 
fer  the  blast  with  the  chill  off,  he  is 
so  warm  an  enthusiast  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  sport  that  he  looks  with  con¬ 
tempt  upon  the  rude  and  vulgar  sport 
of  the  elements.  He  really  angles  for 
love,  and  love  alone;  and  limbs  and 
body  are  literally  transformed  to  a 
series  of  angles  !  Bent  and  sharp  as 
his  own  hook,  he  watches  his  smooth 
float  in  the  rough,  but  finds,  alas  !  that 
it  dances  to  no  tune.  Time  and  bait 
are  both  lost  in  the  vain  attempt. 

Patiently  he  rebaits,  until  he  finds 
the  rebait  brings  his  box  of  gentles 
to  a  discount ,  and  then,  in  no  gentle 
humour,  with  a  baitless  hook  and 
abated  ardour,  he  winds  up  his  line 
and  his  day’s  amusement  (?)  and 
departs,  with  the  determination  of 
trying  fortunejwholhas  tried  him,  on 
No.  2.— Gone!! j  some  future  and  more  propitious  day, 


No.  3.- 


Well,  Bill,  d'ye  get  any  bites  over  there  ?" 

'  No ;  but  I'm  afeard  l  shall  soon  have  one,  ’ 


tOf 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[June  20,  1891. 


Probably  on  the  next  occasion  he  may  be  gratified 
with  the  sight  of  at  least  one  gudgeon ,  should  the 
surface  of  the  river  prove  glassy  smooth  and 
mirror  like.  We  are  sure  his  self-love  will  not  be 
offended  at  the  reflection  !  Even  now  he  may 
aver  with  truth  that  he  took  the  best  perch  in  the 
undulating  stream !  ” 

GONE ! ! ! 

Along  the  banks  at  early  dawn. 

Trudged  Nobbs  and  Nobbs’s  son  ; 

With  rod  and  line,  resolved  that  day 
Great  fishes  should  be  won. 


At  last  they  came  unto  a  bridge. 

Cried  Nobbs,  “  Oh  !  this  is  fine  ;  ” 

And  feeling  sure  ’twould  answer  well, 

He  dropp'd  the  stream  a  line. 

“We  cannot  find  a  fitter  place 
If  twenty  miles  we  march  ; 

Its  very  look  has  fixed  my  choice, 

So  knowing  and  so  arch !  ” 

He  baited  and  he  cast  his  line, 

When  soon,  to  his  delight, 

He  saw  his  float  bob  up  and  down. 

And,  lo !  he  had  a  bite ! 

“  A  gudgeon,  Tom,  I  think  it  is  !  ” 

Cried  Nobbs,  “  Here,  take  the  prize ; 

It  weighs  a  pound  in  its  own  scales, 

I’m  quite  sure,  by  its  size.” 

He  cast  again  his  baited  hook, 

And  drew  another  up ! 

And  cried,  “  We  are  in  luck  to-day, 

How  glorious  we  shall  sup  !  ” 

All  in  a  basket  Tommy  stow’d 
The  piscatory  spoil ; 

Says  Nobbs,  “  We’ve  netted  two  at  least, 

Albeit  we’ve  no  toil.” 

Amazed  at  his  own  luck,  he  threw 
The  tempting  bait  again. 

And  presently  a  nibble  had— 

A  bite  !  He  pulled  amain  ! 

His  rod  beneath  the  fish’s  weight 
Now  bent  just  like  a  bow. 

“  Whats  this?”  cried  Nobbs  ;  his  son  replied 
A  salmon  ’tis,  I  know.” 

And  sure  enough  a  monstrous  perch 
Of  six  or  seven  pounds 
He  from  the  water  drew,  whose  bulk 
Both  dad  and  son  confounds. 

“O  Gemini !  ”  he  said,  when  he 
“  O  Pisces !  ”  should  have  cried  ; 

And  tremblingly  the  wriggling  fish 
Haul’d  to  the  bridge’s  side. 

When,  lo !  just  as  he  stretched  his  hand 
To  grasp  the  perch’s  fin 
The  slender  line  was  snapped  in  twain. 

The  perch  went  tumbling  in  ! 

“  Gone  !  gone  !  by  gosh !  ”  screamed  Nobbs,  while 
Tom 

Too  eager  forward  bent. 

And,  with  a  kick,  their  basket  quick 
Into  the  river  sent. 

No.  3  tells  its  own  tale  :  if  Bill  has  not  had  a 
bite  before,  he  looks  like  getting  one  behind! 

No.  4  will  warn  many  of  our  readers  who 
indulge  in  bank  fishing  to  be  careful  of  the 
position  they  take  upon  the  bank.  This  angler 
did  not  mean  to  lose  his  “  shop  !  ” 


SIXTY-THREE  YEARS’  ANGLING.* 

Few  there  be  who  can  look  back  upon  such  a 
span  of  time  spent  by  loch  and  river,  “  from  Moun¬ 
tain  Streamlet  to  the  Mighty  Tay  how  vast  are 
the  changes  in  our  home  waters,  how  great  the 
sport,  and  how  varied  and  full  of  interest  the 
episodes  which  such  a  favoured  being  must  have 
enjoyed. 

At  the  early  age  of  six  the  author  of  this  pleasant 
volume  began  business  on  the  banks  of  a  Perth¬ 
shire  burn,  armed  with  a  hazel  wand,  a  bit  of 
horse-hair,  and  a  hook,  on  which  was  impaled  an 
unhappy  worm.  The  burn  was  in  flood,  the  fish 
unsophisticated,  and  trout  after  trout  was  violently 
extracted  from  its  native  element,  to  be  discovered 
by  the  youthful  angler  later  on  among  the 
heather. 

Soon  the  author  came  to  look  upon  worm-fishing 
with  something  of  contempt,  and  essaying  the 
higher  art,  became  an  adept  at  placing  the  arti¬ 
ficial  fly  in  the  nooks  and  corners  of  the  mountain 
streams. 

The  various  stages  and  adventures  in  fish-craft 
through  which  he  passed  until  reaching  that  of 
the  skilful  salmon  angler  are  interesting.  With 
reference  to  the  vexed  question  as  to  fish  taking 
in  thundery  weather,  he  relates  an  experience 
on  the  river  Blythe. 

“  The  day  was  hot  and  bright  up  to  one  p.m. 
when  black  leaden  clouds  began  to  overcast  the 
sky,  portending  a  thunderstorm.  For  an  hour 
previous  no  trout  would  rise.  A  peal  of  thunder 

*  “Sixty -  three  Years’  Angling,  from  the  Mountain 
Streamlet  to  the  Mighty  fay.”’  By  John  M«yS 
London :  Longmans  &  Co.,  1891.  iviacvme. 


was  heard  in  the  distance,  and  the  vale  was  soon 

enveloped  in  gloom.  There  was  no  place  of  shelter 
near,  so  the  anglers  donned  their  waterproofs 
and  resolved  to  fish  it  out.  Loud  peals  of  thunder 
rolled  above  their  heads;  the  forked  lightning 
played  about  their  rods,  and  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents.  The  fish  immediately  appeared  to 
rouse  themselves  from  their  lethargy,  and  the 
sport  became  fast  and  furious — generally  one  and 
frequently  two  trout  were  caught  at  a  cast,  and 
this  continued  as  long  as  the  rain  lasted.” 

When  writing  of  the  Coquet,  in  Northumber¬ 
land,  he  describes  how  tons  upon  tons  of  bull 
trout  were  destroyed  upon  that  river  by  order  of 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  with  the  idea  of 
turning  it  into  a  salmon  stream,  smolts  by  the 
thousand  being  introduced  to  the  river,  and  how 
in  spite  of  all  these  efforts  the  bull  trout  kept 
on  coming  in  shoals,  no  salmon  ever  appearing. 

Referring  to  the  Derwent,  he  relates  how  some 
years  ago,  “  when  fishing  a  short  distance  above 
the  town  of  Workington,  an  angler  hooked  a  fish 
ot  261b.,  and  the  author  went  to  proffer  his  assis¬ 
tance  if  necessary.  On  looking  into  the  water, 
which  was  rapid,  clear,  and  deep,  close  into  the 
grassy  bank,  he  saw  two  fish,  the  captive  strug¬ 
gling  to  get  rid  of  the  hook,  and  its  mate  of  a 
similar  size  accompanying  it  in  all  its  movements 
evidently  sympathising  with  it  in  its  troubles,  and 
this  was  continued  over  fifteen  minutes,  wheu  the 
captive  was  carried  over  a  rapid  ford,  and  lauded 
in  the  pool  below.” 

The  glorious  days  of  the  “  Nest  Club,”  which 
for  many  years  had  its  headquarters  on  the  Tweed 
near  Yair  Bridge,  and  which  was  composed  of 
men  eminent  in  literature,  law,  arts,  science,  and 
commerce,  “King  among  them  ’a”  “  uproarious 
Russel  ”  of  the  Scotsman,  are  touched  upon  by 
Mr.  Mac^  ine,  as  happy  memories.  In  these  days, 
when  fish  of  from  401b.  weight  and  over  arecompara- 
tively  often  killed  with  the  rod,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  on  October  6, 1866,  the  author  of  ‘‘Sixty- 
three  Years’  Angling  »  killed  on  the  “  Lower  Cad- 
don  Pool,”  on  Tweed,  his  heaviest  fish,  331b.  “The 
river  was  very  low  at  the  time,  and  some  one  who 
had  seen  it  rise  the  previous  evening  told  a  resi¬ 
dent  angler  of  the  circumstance.  He  left  his  work 
purposely  to  catch  it.  When  he  arrived,  at  11.30 
a.m.,  .he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  on  the 
opposite  bank.  It  teas  said  to  be  the  heaviest  fish 
caught  in  that  district  for  nearly  twenty  years." 

One  or  two  of  the  maxims  of  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Aberdeen,  the  well  -  known  inventor  of  the 
Phantom  Minnow,  are  quoted,  and  are  well  worth 
remembering.  “  Stick  to  it,”  said  he,  “  ye  never 
ken  when  a  fish  may  come  at  ye.”  “  Tay  think 
the  man  that  keeps  his  huick  in  the  watter  has  a 
better  chance  than  him  that  keeps  it  oot.”  And 
that  worthy’s  reply  to  a  teetotal  brother  angler  is 
to  the  point :  “  Man,  do  ye  think  a  fish  would  be 
sic  a  fule  as  come  to  a  man  that  hadna  a  flask 
in  his  pouch  ?  ”  Mr.  Mac  Vine  himself  is  evidently 
a  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  whisky  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  smooth  over  difficulties,  and  gene¬ 
rally  speaking,  to  “  bring  luck,”  and  with  him  I 
am  inclined  to  agree. 

An  amusing  scene,  while  fishing  the  Don,  is 
described.  In  his  endeavour  to  get  the  fly  over  a 
salmon,  which  lay  near  the  opposite  bank,  the 
angler  lost  his  balance,  capsized,  and  was  carried 
some  distance  down  stream,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  getting  a-shore,  with  difficulty,  soaked  to  the 
skin.  The  day  being  fine  and  warm,  and  no 
bouse  near,  he  spread  his  drenched  garments 
out  to  dry,  and  occupied  himself  in  running  up 
and  down  the  bank  to  keep  up  the  circulation. 
When  thus  employed  a  keeper  made  his  appear¬ 
ance  some  five  hundred  yards  higher  up.  “  The 
angler  waved  his  hand  and  shouted  to  him  to 
come  on.’  He  stood  motionless,  however,  so  the 
nude  man  started  to  go  to  him.  As  soon  as  the 
keeper  saw  that  a  closer  interview  was  imminent, 
be  started  off  as  fast  as  his  legs  could  carry  him, 
whilst  his  pursuer  increased  his  speed  and  shouted 
vociferously.  The  faster  he  ran  the  faster  the 
keeper  ran,  till  he  reached  a  ferry  boat,  into 
wmch  he  jumped,  and  rowed  himself  over  to  the 
other  side,  where  he  stood  and  waited  the  up- 
nude  angler  got  opposite  to  him  he 
ca  led  him  by  name,  when  the  keeper  recognised 
7™  V01ce’  and  sa^’  '  Ij0ar(I>  sir.  is  that  you  ?  ’ 

Ol  course  it’s  me,’  was  the  reply,  ‘  what  did  you 
run  away  for?*  « Weel,*  he  said,  ‘as  sure  as 
death  I  thought  it  was  a  lunatic  that  had  escaped 
from  the  sylum.’  ”  r 


In  1882,  the  author  settled  down  on  the  banks 
i  1 ,  6  near  Peebles,  and  speaks  strongly 

of  the  injury  done  to  that  splendid  stream  by  the 
pollutions  from  the  numerous  manufactories  (to 
which  many  of  the  native  inhabitants  attributed 
the  salmon  disease,  and  the  inordinate  amount  of 
poaching  in  all  sorts  of  forms,  which  went  on  in 
spite  of  every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  authorities 
to  put  it  down.  With  reference  to  the  styles  of 
fashing  practised  on  the  River  and  Loch  Tay,  he 
mentions  as  a  curious  fact,  that  salmon  are  never 
caught  on  the  latter  with  fly,  whilst  on  Loch 
Lomond,  they  are  rarely  caught  with  anything 
else,  and  that,  too,  by  casting  from  the  boat  with 
sea  trout  flies ! 

Apropos  of  trout  fishing  on  the  latter  loch,  a 
good  story  is  told.  On  the  occasion  in  question 
the  fish  were  dour  (a  not  unusual  frame  of  mind 
tor  them),  and  old  Donald  the  boatman  (a  person 
resembling  the  sailor’s  historic  parrot,  which 
could  not  speak  much,  but  was  a  devil  to  think), 
was  appealed  to.  Could  he  not  jump  in  and  hook 
them  on  ?  Could  he  not  give  them  a  tug  or 
a  whistle  ?  Would  he  not  try  the  effect  of 
a  bit  of  prayer  ?  But  none  of  these  found  favour 
in  Donald’s  eyes.  Then  a  happy  thought  occurred 
to  one  of  the  anglers,  and  he  suggested  the 
possible  efficacy  of  a  “  little  bit  of  a  swear.* * 
This  was  evidently  more  in  Donald’s  line ;  his 
countenance  brightened  up,  his  eyes  sparkled, 
and  with  true  Highland  accent  he  said— “  Cot 
tarn  the  swine  !  *’ 

Donald’s  little  swear  seemed  to  have  had  the 
desired  effect,  a  couple  of  good  sea  trout  being 
shortly  afterwards  taken. 

Mr.  MacVine’s  book  contains  not  only  numer¬ 
ous  amusing  angling  reminiscences  and  tales  in 
connection  with  the  various  Scotch  rivers  and 
lochs,  but  gives  many  useful  tips  and  information, 
and  we  cau  confidently  recommend  its  perusal 
to  all  brethren  of  the  angle. 


A 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ON 
THE  TAMAR. 

By  J.  H.  B. 


What  trouter,  being  asked  to  select  a  time  for  a 
week’s  holiday,  Easter  or  Whitsuntide,  would  not 
at  once  choose  the  latter  ?  But  possibly  he  would 
like  it  a  trifle  later  than  it  fell  this  year,  to  get 
the  cream  of  the  season,  when  the  May  Drakes 
and  the  Alders  would  be  well  on.  Well,  it  fell  to 
my  lot  to  be  able  to  take  a  week,  and  of  course  I 
rode  the  old  hobby  ;  and  I  think  it  the  only  time 
m  the  course  of  a  longish  career  that  I  have  had 
such  a  long  spell  of  fly-fishing  without  any  serious 
interruption.  Either  up  to  this  time,  something 
came  along  which  had  to  be  attended  to,  or  an 
easterly  wind  and  a  cloudless  sky  made  fishing— 
as  I  care  for  it,  out  of  the  question.  Saturday, 
the  16th,  was  an  extraordinary  day,  certainly  not 
the  most  promising  from  the  wiseacre’s  point  of 
view.  The  wind  was  N.W.,  blowing  half  a  gale 
and  bitterly  cold,  whilst  the  clouds,  anxious  as  I 
suppose  to  appear  obliging,  by  giving  as  much 
variety  as  possible,  on  the  principle  of  “  anything 
for  a  change,”  dropped  rain  and  hail,  sleet,  and 
snow  in  large  flakes  at  intervals  during  the  day. 
I  was  very  sorry  I  had  not  brought  a  thermometer 
along  with  which  to  take  the  temperature  of  the 
water,  in  order  to  account  for  an  unlooked-for 
result  ;  for  the  trout  were  going,  and  in  no  half¬ 
hearted  way  either.  The  Hawthorn  was  the  first 
favourite,  as  it  should  be  in  the  early  weeks  in  May 
especially  on  windy  days  ;  next  the  Stone-fly,  then 
the  Ooch-y-bondu,  and  in  the  evening  the  Duns. 
There  was  no  particular  part  of  the  day  which 
could  be  pointed  to  as  the  time  the  “  rise  ”  was 
on,  the  fish  went  fairly  all  day,  and  five  dozen 
were  scored. 

Sunday,  of  course,  was  a  blank.  I  say  of  course 
because  Sunday  fishing  would  not  be  tolerated  in 
this  part ;  and  the  farmers,  who  would  be  likely  to 
meet  you  cordially  enough  on  any  week-day,  would 
sternly  order  you  off,  and  you  would  risk  all 

future  chance  of  enjoying  days  from  their  land, 

yu°.Mh0ULd  b,e  f0“Qd  tryin§  the  water  on  the 
Sabbath.  On  Sunday,  the  barometer  fell  steadily 
all  the  day,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Weather  the 
correspondent  of  the  Meteorological  Department 
at  Bade,  prophesied  a  night’s  rain  with  a  strong 
gale  from  the  N.W.,  and  so  it  happed.  One  felt 
inclined  to  compound  for  not  breaking  the  Sabbath 
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by  breaking  all  the  barometers  within  a  radius  of 
a  few  miles. 

The  next  day  I  went  a  few  miles  up  the  stream, 
but  the  river  was  thick  and  I  only  got  a  couple 
therefrom,  which  I  supplemented  with  fourteen 
others  from  the  Miller’s  leat.  The  Hawthorn 
was  the  only  fly  they  would  look  at. 

The  river  was  somewhat  clearer  on  Tuesday 
and  not  unfishable,  though  not  in  prime  condition, 
the  Tamar  fining  very  slowly.  I  again  took  a 
high  reach,  and  scored  a  nice  dish  of  two  dozen- 
and-a-half,  the  largest  breaking  the  scale  at  13oz., 
and  it  was  the  best  also  in  poiDt  of  condition  that 
I  secured.  The  Hawthorn  and  the  Stone-fly  did 
the  execution.  I  was  watched  with  considerable 
interest  for  two  or  three  hours  by  a  notorious  old 
poacher  and  night-liner,  rejoicing  in  the  nom  de 
guerre  of  Toby,  who  is  a  very  successful  fisher,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  has  only  one  hand.  It 
would  puzzle  some  of  us  to  take  a  fish  off  the  hook 
with  only  one  hand  to  use,  to  say  nothing  of  bait¬ 
ing  with  a  wriggling  worm. 

By  Wednesday  the  river  was  in  excellent  order, 
and,  taking  the  same  starting-point,  I  went  down 
instead  of  up.  The  trout  was  very  spare  all  the 
morning,  and  by  dint  of  very  hard  work  and  the 
closest  attention,  I*  got  only  a  dozen  up  to 
two  o’clock.  Then  came  rain  and  I  had  to  take 
shelter  for  an  hour  or  two.  I  had  become  damp 
externally,  and  sooth  to  tell  my  spirits  were 
somewhat  damp  too,  but  I  had  perforce  to  get 
back  to  the  point  from  which  I  started,  and  threw 
the  cast  now  and  again  at  the  likeliest  spots  ;  and 
I  soon  found  that  the  speckled  ones  had  altered 
their  minds  and  were  well  on,  and  another  couple 
dozen  were  added  to  my  creel  without  much 
trouble.  Using  precisely  the  same  flies  —  the 
Hawthorn  and  Coch  -  y  -  Bondu  —  I  rose  and 
secured  fish  at  spots  where  I  could  not  get  a  kick 
in  the  morning.  I  noticed  that  about  five  o’clock 
a  small  Dun  made  its  appearance,  and  I  captured 
several  of  my  best  fish  by  changing  for  it. 

Thursday  was  a  splendid  day,  cloudy,  yet 
genial  without  being  close,  a  gentle  breeze  blow¬ 
ing  across  the  stream  from  the  west.  The  rise 
came  on  from  eleven  to  half-past,  and  was  the 
most  wonderful  I  have  ever  seen.  Shoals  of  black 
gnats  came  floating  down  the  river,  and  were 
rapidly  seized  by  ravenous  trout.  They  were 
sensible-sized  flies,  too,  not  mere  midges  ;  and  one 
had  no  difficulty  in  selecting  suitable  specimens 
from  his  stock.  I  have  seen  trout  “midging,” 
rising  and  falling  with  the  regularity  of  a 
pendulum  almost,  when  nothing  artificial  would 
rouse  them ;  but  now  they  were  rising  as  one 
would  most  like  to  see  them,  in  their  eagerness 
chopping  the  water  in  all  directions.  Every  fish 
seemed  to  be  on  the  move,  and  it  would  have 
been  a  grand  opportunity  to  show  how  the  stream 
is  stocked.  Unfortunately  for  my  chance  of 
making  the  most  of  this  extraordinary  rise,  I  had 
appointed  to  meet  a  friend  at  mid-day,  and  was 
obliged  to  skim  along,  as  will  be  apparent  when  I 
say  that,  starting  operations,  at  10.30  I  had  to  be 
at  the  trysting-place,  two  or  three  miles  down  the 
river,  by  the  time  fixed.  I  am  afraid  that  I  might 
have  risked  my  character  for  punctuality,  only 
that  he  was  late  also,  and  I  spent  nearly  an  hour 
at  the  inn  discussing  shandygaff,  arranging  my 
casts,  fuming  and  fretting  the  while,  waiting  for 
him  to  turn  up,  and  snorting  with  impatience 
after  his  arrival,  whilst  he  suitably  accounted 
himself.  However  the  rise  was  not  spent,  and  in 
the  first  hour  or  so  we,  taking  reach  and  reach,  as 
becomes  fair  fishermen,  got  about  two  dozen  each, 
albeit  he,  a  school  inspector,  was  interrupted  by  a 
parent,  irate  because  the  managers  of  the  school 
had  dismissed  a  child  for  not  conforming  with  the 
disciplinary  rules  of  the  institution.  “  How  many 
trout  has  the  interview  cost  me?  ”  he  groaned. 
The  rise  was  over  soon  after  three  o’clock.  A 
curious  thing  was  that  a  couple  of  friends,  who 
were  fishing  a  mile  or  two  down,  and  whom  we 
met  later,  saw  nothing  of  the  phenomenal  rise, 
although  they  did  fairly  well  with  the  Hawthorn. 

On  Friday,  the  clouds  were  charged  with 
electricity  ;  evidently  we  were  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  heavy  thunderstorm  which  broke  over  Tavi¬ 
stock  on  that  day.  The  Black  Gnat  was  the 
favourite,  though  a  Red  Palmer,  with  peacock- 
green  body,  accounted  for  several,  and  the  take 
was  not  so  bad  considering — rather  over  two 
dozen — in  thundery  weather.  I  could  not  get  a 
look  after  4.30. 

Saturday  broke  with  a  cloudless  sky,  but  the 


clouds  came  later  on  and  found  me  by  the  river 
side,  just  in  time  to  get  into  the  rising  fish.  They 
were  on  from  the  first,  the  Hawthorn  and  Coch-y- 
bondu  sharing  the  honours  in  the  proportion 
of  about  five  to  two.  I  went  only  about  a  mile 
down,  fishing  slowly,  for  a  steady  breeze  made 
most  of  the  stream  fishable,  and  then,  after 
lunching  on  the  bank,  I  returned.  Going  down  I 
missed  only  a  fair  proportion  of  risers ;  but  on 
the  return  journey  to  take  one  was  quite  the 
exception,  though  I  got  as  many  to  come  one  way 
as  the  other.  They  were  rising  short.  As  I  was 
fishing  from  the  western  bank,  and  as  what  sun 
was  visible  was  behind  me,  it  may  be  that  the 
flashing  of  my  rod  frightened  them  down  just  in 
the  nick  of  time,  though  how  this  could  be  I  can¬ 
not  well  make  out  since  I  was  fishing  up  with  a 
longish  line,  unless  the  flash  was  thrown  forward 
as  in  flashing  signals.  At  the  time  I  fancied  it 
must  be  owing  to  a  change  in  the  insect  at 
which  they  were  aiming,  it  being  well-known 
that  flies  not  of  the  pattern  most  in  vogue  at 
any  time  will  bring  about  short  rising.  Looking 
about,  I  saw  a  fly  which  I  am  unable  to  name, 
of  the  Dun  or  Spinner  type — that  is,  with  a  wiry 
body  bent  into  a  well-rounded  curve,  well  cocked 
wings,  and  a  tail.  Its  colour,  wings  and  body, 
was  a  smoky  brown.  I  had  not  one  of  the  exact 
pattern,  but  put  on  a  Dun,  the  best  match  for  it 
I  could  find,  and  the  percentage  of  misses  fell, 
though  the  rising  could  still  only  be  described  as 
short.  I  got  nearly  four  dozen,  the  average 
sample  being  very  good,  by  5.30,  when  rain  came 
on  and  I  left.  During  the  week  the  Hawthorns 
and  Black  Gnats  were  decidedly  the  favourites, 
and  there  was  quite  a  run  on  those  flies,  especi¬ 
ally  the  former,  by  the  anglers  on  the  water.  One 
quite  looked  to  be  asked  if  he  had  any  to  part 
with.  The  Black  Spider,  with  silver  twist, 
answered  the  purpose  well  enough. 


SOME  GILLIE  STORIES  FRESH 
FROM  THE  MINT. 

By  Duine  M6r. 

During  a  recent  angling  trip  to  one  of  the  outer 
Hebrides,  I  made  a  few  additions  to  my  stock  of 
Highland  gillie  stories,  which,  as  they  are  of  very 
recent  date,  and  all,  or  nearly  all,  within  my  own 
experience,  may  amuse  and  interest  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  F.  G.  These  stories,  if  not  so  good 
as  some  of  the  stock  stories,  have  at  least  the 
merit  of  being  absolutely  true,  which  is  something 
in  an  age  of  scepticism  and  negation. 

I  am — as  my  nom  de  plume  suggests — a  man  of 
fairly  large  dimensions,  and  a  kilt  rather  adds  to 
than  diminishes  my  size,  or  at  least  a  friend  of  my 
gillie,  Niel,  seems  to  have  thought  so,  for,  quoth 
Niel,  after  my  arrival,  “You  was  looking  ferry 
ferry  big  among  the  mens  on  the  pier  last  night ; 
and  a  friend  of  mine  he  waas  saying  to  me,  ‘  Who 
waas  that  big  man,  Niel  ?  I  waas  thinking  you 
waas  a  big  mans  yourself,  but  you  waas  looking 
only  three  feets  high  besides  that  man.  1  ivas  seeing 
you  ferry  ferry  leetle.'  ”  The  meaning  of  the  last 
curious  phrase  is  simply  that  he  looked  small 
beside  me  ;  but  it  is  certainly  a  very  quaint  way 
of  expressing  that  idea.  That  same  day  on  the 
loch,  Niel  was  pointing  out  to  me  what  he  declared 
was  the  longest  house  on  the  island,  and  after  a 
pause  added,  “  I’ll  be  thinking  it  will  be  an  aacre 
(acre )  long  whateffer.”  Highlanders  are  famous 
for  their  mixture  of  measures  (liquid  for  choice);  but 
this  is  a  new  land  question  not  yet  brought  before 
the  public.  Are  the  measures  of  the  land  league 
henceforth  to  be  computed  by  unwiseacres  ? 

A  few  days  after  driving  home,  two  learned 
discussions  arose  between  Niel  and  the  driver 
Kenneth.  Said  Niel,  some  wild  geese  having 
passed  overhead — “  I’ll  be  bearin’  that  them 
gooses-birds  (sic)  will  be  sleepin’  wis  wan  eye 
open  and  be  seein’  aal  the  time  too,  that’s  ferry 
strange  now.’’  “  To  be  sure,  said  Kenneth,  “Ill 
aalways  be  hearin’  that  myself  and  it’s  very  true 
too.”  “  Well,  well,”  said  Niel,  “I’ll  be  sure  that 
if  I  waas  sleepin’  with  bos  (both)  eye  open,  it's 
nothing  I  would  be  seeing  at  aal  at  aal  !  ”  The  Celt 
is  very  weak  on  the  “  th,"  pronouncing  words 
ending  in  “  th,”  such  as  Smith,  as  if  they  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  very  big  and  hearty  S,  but  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  represent  the  sound  properly 
in  writing. 

Niel  was  evidently  in  a  speculative  mood  that 


day,  and  amongst  other  things  a  large  isolated 
rock  (if  any  rock  can  be  said  to  be  isolated  in 
that  rock-strewu  island)  attracted  his  attention. 

“  I’ll  be  thinking  them  big  stones  will  just  be 
growing  there  now.’’  “  Och  no,  Niel,”  quoth 
Kenneth,  “  stones  do  not  grow !  ”  “  How  do 

you'll  know ;  how  do  you’ll  know  ?”  said  Niel,  with 
great  earnestness — the  theory  of  growth  being 
apparently  dear  to  him.  But  Kenneth  was  equal 
to  the  occasion — “  If  stones  grow,  Niel,  why  is  it 
houses  do  not  grow  bigger — you  never  saw  a 
house  grow?  ”  “  Well,  well,"  said  Niel,  “  look  at 

yourself,  Kenneth,  you’ll  not  be  growing  aalways. 
Would  you  like  to  be  as  big  as  a  mile  high  ?  ”  That 
was  a  very  crushing  rejoinder,  and  closed  the 
debate  for  a  time  so  far  as  I  remember  it. 

Now,  for  an  instance  of  the  first  and  only  time  I 
ever  heard  a  Highland  gillie  give  utterance  to  one 
of  those  sayings  of  which  the  comic  papers  are  so 
fond.  Speaking  of  anglers  he  had  been  with, 
Niel  said,  “  I  was  with  a  Dr.  Cod  (Dr.  Dodd  I 
think  he  should  have  said)  last  year.  He  waas 
a  ferry  nice  man,  but  he  waas  never  here  before  since 
that,"  which  upon  being  interpreted,  meaneth  that 
it  was  the  Doctor’s  first  and  only  visit. 

Enlarging  upon  the  responsibilities  of  marriage 
Niel  finished  by  saying  “  I  am  an  old  married, 
man — I  am  just  three  years  old." 

Some  anglers  with  whom  Niel  had  been  out 
during  the  latter  portion  of  the  1890  season  had 
evidently  lunched  sumptuously  from  Niel’s  des¬ 
cription  of  their  midday  meal,  “  Oh,  they  would 
have  their  knives  and  forks  and  salt,  and  hen  and 
sheep's  beef  and  two  scones  of  bread — they  waas 
found  for  (fond  of)  their  food  ” — he  said  to  me  in 
answer  to  my  question, “What  did  they  have,  Niel?’ 

These  are  a  few  of  the  amusing  sayings  coming 
within  my  own  experience,  and  I  will  now  give 
one  or  two  of  another  gillie  which  were  also  uttered 
this  spring. 

On  a  bad  day  the  two  anglers  with  whom  he. 
was  out  wandered  down  by  the  sea-shore,  and  in 
the  course  of  their  peregrinations  happened  on  an 
ancient  log  thickly  encrusted  with  a  species  of 
cockle.  The  said  cockle  afforded  Ronald  the 
learned  an  opportunity  for  an  instructive  lecture 
on  popular  and  local  natural  history.  “  That 
shell  is  where  the  solan  gooses  comes  from,”  said 
Ronald.  “  What  do  you  mean  ?  ”  said  one  of  the 
anglers.  “  Och,  I’ll  just  show  you,”  said  Ronald, 
and  thereupon  he  very  deftly  opened  one  of  the 
shells,  and  with  pride  extracted  a  little  bit  of 
fleshy  matter  strongly  resembling  a  feather.  “Do 
you’ll  see,”  said  he,  “  this  sing  (thing)  like  a 
heather — no  I’m  thinking  that’s  no  ta  English,  it 
will  be  feather  I’m  meaning — weel  ta  bird  she’ll 
jhust  grow  from  that.”  “  But  don’t  the  birds 
lay  eggs  ?  ”  said  the  angler.  “  Och !  to  be  sure 
she’ll  lay  eggs,  but  who  ever  saw  wan,  she’ll 
carry  them  aalways  under  her  oxter  ”  ( Anglice 
under  her  wing).  This  is  an  old  and  popular 
West  Coast  belief. 

Proceeding  on  their  tour  of  inspection,  they 
discovered  a  burn  connecting  two  lochs,  of  whose 
(the  burn’s)  existence  they  had  previously  been 
unaware.  There  was  a  fair  flow  of  water,  so  one 
of  the  anglers  asked,  “  Is  this  burn  always  like 
this,  Ronald  ?  •’  “  Oh,  yiss,”  said  he,  “  to  be  sure 

she  is  aalways  the  same,  but  she  waas  dry  the  last  time 
you  waas  here.”  Ireland,  beware  of  your  laurels  ! 

Just  one  more  and  I  am  finished  for  the  pre¬ 
sent.  “  What  sort  of  a  bird  is  that,  Ronald  ?  ” 
said  one  of  the  same  anglers,  pointing  to  a  hawk. 

“  Oh,”  said  Ronald,  “  that  is  just  a - -  of  a  bird; 

she'll  eat  aal  the  other  birds  in  the  world."  A  defini¬ 
tion  which,  if  not  strictly  true,  is  truly  forcible. 

A  simple  race  is  that  of  the  Western  Hebrides, 
and  one  full  of  a  pawky  kind  of  humour.  I 
love  them — young  and  old,  great  and  small ;  and.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  feeling  is  unreciprocated  in 
my  favourite  haunts,  because  I  have  sometimes 
amused  myself,  and  I  trust  others,  at  their 
expense.  _ _ 


SALMON  FISHING.* 

By  Henry  P.  Wells. 

Without  doubt,  there  is  more  fun  to  the  hour 
in  salmon  fishing,  when  combined  with  salmon 
catching,  than  in  any  other  earthly  pursuit.  In¬ 
deed,  were  it  not  for  the  operation  of  the  great  law 
of  compensation— that  law  of  Nature  which  pro- 

*  From  the  advance  proof  sheets  of  Henry  C.  Squiress  (of 
New  York)  Book  of  Sportsman’s  Appurtenances. 
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vides  that  he  who  is  not  subject  to  the  headache 
shall  be  troubled  with  corns— salmon  fishing, 
when  followed  by  salmon  catching,  would  be 

so 
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altogether  too  good  fun  for  mere  mortals,  and 


might  be  reserved  for  the  elect  in  another  sphere 
Salmon  fishing— catching  always  to  be  under¬ 
stood  as  included— requires  a  diluent  to  adapt 
it  to  our  frail  humanity.  Therefore  is  it, 
undoubtedly,  that  the  mosquito,  black  fly  and  gnat 
appear  with  the  advent  of  the  salmon,  flourish 
where  and  while  it  flourishes,  and  bite  when  it 
bites,  making  man’s  life  a  burden  to  him. 

Salmon  fishing,  even  when  accompanied  by 
salmon  catching,  has,  therefore,  its  drawbacks. 
It  is  a  pursuit  which  cannot  be  carried  out  to  much 
advantage  in  our  back-yard,  no  matter  how  great 
the  attractions  of  that  domain  otherwise  may  be. 
The  action  of  a  new  rod,  or  how  a  new  line  fits 
an  old  rod,  may  be  tried  there  with  profit ;  or  the 
muscles  employed  in  casting  may  be  beneficially 
exercised  and  hardened  after  a  long  winters’s 
disuse.  “  The  place  to  hunt  b’ars  is  where  b’ars 
is  around,’  and  the  place  to  fish  for  salmon  with 
hope  of  success,  is  strictly  limited  to  such  streams 
as  salmon  frequent.  Much  time  and  money  must 
be  spent,  and  considerable  fatigue  and  annoyance 
must  be  undergone,  before  such  a  locality  can  be 
reached  by  the  majority  of  American  anglers 
And  what  is  the  usual  result  in  the  average 
experience  of  every  salmon  fisherman  of  many 
years’  standing  ?  One  year  the  run  is  late,  and 
he  is  on  the  ground  two  weeks  before  the  fish. 
This  interval  of  enforced  idleness  is  passed  in 
fighting  the  flies  and  doctoring  their  bites. 
Such  moments  as  can  be  spared  from  that 
entertaining  occupation  are  devoted  to  setting  up 
marks  on  the  edge  of  the  swollen  and  turbid 
stream  that  the  earliest  symptom  of  its  fall  may 
be  known,  and  in  wondering,  as  the  passing  days 
justify  no  hope  of  speedy  change,  whether  the 
eternal  bung  is  really  hopelessly  loose  at  the 
source  from  whence  the  river  derives  its  super¬ 
abundant  supply.  Then  is  the  time  the  angler 
counts  each  day,  lost  to  both  business  and  plea¬ 
sure,  with  a  groan. 

The  next  year  the  run  is  abnormally  early. 
The  salmon  anticipate  him,  and  he  arrives  to  find 
the  cream  of  the  fishing  over,  and  he  not  there  to 
skim  it. 

Again,  his  arrival  is  timed  with  that  of  the 
salmon,  but  the  water  is  in  such  condition  that 
the  salmon  do  not  dally  in  the  pools  as  usual,  but 
hasten  toward  the  source  of  the  river  and  beyond 
his  reach  ;  or  the  river  is  so  roily  that  the  salmon 
cannot  see  the  fly,  or  so  clear  that  they  see  it  so 
well  that  they  recognise  it  for  the  fraud  it  is. 
Again,  the  run  is  small,  and  the  angler  sighs  for  a 
rise  of  water,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  entice  fresh 
fish  up  from  the  sea,  and  so  on.  And  thus  it  is 
that  the  salmon  angler’s  life  on  the  river,  except 
on  a  few  red-letter  days,  is  one  perpetual  sigh  for 
something  other  than  that  which  he  has.  That 
hope  deferred  which  maketh  the  heart  sick  is  no 
stranger  on  a  salmon  river. 

Once  in  a  while— not  often,  but  only  once  in  a 
while— the  angler  arrives  at  his  fishing  in  good 
time.  The  river  is  or  has  been  booming,  and 
high  water  and  the  flood-trash  borne  by  it  have 
swept  every  net  from  the  stream,  while  the  run 

of  fish  is  abundant.  Then !— ah  !  !  then  ! ! _ 

The  pen  is  said  to  be  mightier  than  the  sword, 
but  it  would  be  indeed  a  mightier  pen — a  pen 
bigger  than  a  telegraph-pole— that  could  do  justice 
to  the  bliss  of  so  thrice  happy  a  time.  Though  it 
happens  but  rarely,  still  it  does  happen ;  and 
every  year  the  salmon  angler,  ignoring  the  mis¬ 
carriages  of  the  past,  departs  for  his  fishing 
buoyant  with  hope  that  the  coming  is  to  be  such  a 
banner  season. 

delusive  phantom  of  hope !  How  wretched 
would  the  lot  of  we  poor  mortals  be  were  it  not 
for  you ! 

Men  who  fancy  that  they  could  remodel  the 
scheme  of  this  terrestrial  globe,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  to  its  improvement,  are  perhaps  as  common 
as  other  species  of  cranks.  But  the  most  ignorant 
or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  the  most 
cranky  would  hardly  claim  that  even  he  could 
better  that  most  beneficent  factor  in  the  happiness 
or  mankind  which  so  distorts  our  mental  view  of 
the  past,  that  with  lapse  of  time  its  disappoint¬ 
ments  and  discomforts  fade  from  memory  while 
the  recollection  of  its  pleasures  becomes  purer 
and  brighter  with  the  passing  years.  It  is  not 
the  real  thing  we  anglers  see— that  mixture  of 


pain  and  pleasure  of  which  almost  every  incident 
of  mans  life  on  this  earth  is  composed — when, 
even  in  the  privacy  of  our  own  inner  consciousness, 
we  recall  our  angling  ventures  from  the  past.  It 
is  a  glorified  picture,  ripened,  like  a  generous  wine, 
by  the  sweet  influence  of  time. 

We  may  have  broiled  under  a  sun  of  tropical 
fervour  or  shivered  in  an  April  snowstorm ;  we 
may  have  been  weary  and  foot-sore  almost  to  the 
limit  of  endurance,  suffered  from  hunger  and 
thirst,  been  devoured  by  flies  and  mosquitoes, 
stepped  m  full  confidence  on  rock  or  log,  and  had 
the  icy  waters  close  over  our  noses,  to  the  ruin  of 
fly-book  and  watch.  We  may  have  been  mulcted 
by  the  farmers  of  the  vicinage  for  the  privilege  of 
fashing  when  morally  certain  that  the  demand  was 
a  swindle ;  we  may  have  even  broken  our  favourite 
rod ;  yet,  after  the  lapse  of  one  year  or  less,  all 
these  annoyances  are  as  if  they  had  never  been, 
while  the  memory  of  just  how  and  when  every 
good  fish  was  taken  is  as  fresh  as  though  of 
yesterday.  6 

And  so,  brethren  of  the  trout  rod,  when  you 
hear  the  salmon  fisher  descant  on  the  glories  of 
18  branch  of  our  art,  neither  allow  your  souls 
to  be  devoured  with  envy  nor  let  your  esteem 
tor  trout  fishing  suffer  impairment.  It  is  but 
an  expurgated  narrative  that  you  hear,  in  which 
all  that  is  pleasant  is  remembered  or  all  else 
ignored. 

Salmon  fishing  has  its  drawbacks,  and  many 
ot  them,  too.  The  prize  is  magnificent,  but  the 
blanks  are  many,  and  the  cost  of  the  venture 
great,  lou  hear  of  “scores”  of  ten  and  fifteen 
salmon  a  day  as  though  these  were  of  not  un- 
common  occurrence.  It  may  well  be  doubted 
w  ether  the  average  fortune  of  all  salmon  anglers, 
on  all  recognised  salmon  rivers  in  this  country 
from  one  end  of  the  season  to  the  other,  will  ex- 
ceed,  if  it  equals,  two  salmon  for  a  week’s  work 
The  first  three  or  four  weeks  of  the  season  are 
more  productive  than  all  the  rest.  After  a  salmon 
has  been  so  long  in  fresh  water,  it  becomes  one  of 
the  most  aggravating  of  created  things;  useful, 
perhaps,  for  the  exercise  and  cultivation  of 
patience,  but  otherwise  productive  of  little  benefit 
to  the  angler. 

In  one  salmon  river  of  my  acquaintance  the 
best  pool  lies  in  a  gorge.  It  is  preferably  fished 
wading,  since  to  bring  a  canoe  to  the  head  of  the 
pool  is  apt  to  so  alarm  the  fish  as  to  defeat  its 
purpose  Even  then,  10ft.  from  the  water’s  edge 
limits  the  wading,  because  of  the  depth  of  the 
water.  It  is  a  miserable  place  to  cast  a  fly,  for 
it  must  be  sent  directly  up-stream  on  the  back 
cast,  and  across  almost  at  a  right  angle  on  the 
forward  cast.  Any  inadvertence  hangs  the  fly 

up  in  some  bush  or  tree,  or  breaks  the  hook  on 
the  rocks. 

By  climbing  the  cliff  on  one  side,  a  well-con¬ 
cealed  spectator  can  see  every  salmon  in  the  pool 
below.  It  was  one  of  those  years  when  the  fish 
were  ahead  of  us ;  still  he  whose  turn  it  was  at 
that  pool  could,  with  reasonable  skill  and  indus- 
try,  fasten  four  or  five  fish  a  day  if  he  cared  to. 
Whether  he  saved  them  was  another  matter,  for 
the  pool  terminated  in  a  dangerous  rapid,  and  if 
the  .  fish  took  down  it  the  chances  are  much 
against  the  angler  It  was  a  great  sight  to  see 
those  fish  as  they  lay  there  in  groups,  dozens  of 
them,  big  fellows  up  to  and  above  301b.  in  weight, 
olive-green  and  semi-translucent  in  colour,  and 
usually  motionless,  except  for  an  occasional  gentle 

Hip??  °f  i the  £ai1,  a“d  many  an  hour  I  passed 
there,  enthroned  on  the  stump  of  an  old  spruce- 

tree  watching  these  salmon  and  coaching  the 
angler  below,  who  could  not  see  a  fin. 

For  about  ten  days  the  fish  in  the  pool  were 
well-conducted  and  afforded  us  all  the  sport  we 
could  reasonably  ask.  Then  they  became  pos¬ 
sessed  of  tne  very  evil  spirit  of  perversity,  and  if 
any  one  of  them  could  be  persuaded  to  notice  a 
, was  °£Jy  after  the  most  painstaking  and 
persistent  effort.  There  were  still  plenty  of 
salmon  there,  and  plenty  of  big  ones  ;  but  there 
they  meant  to  stay. 

ji  Tke  usual  course  of  procedure  was  then  some- 

8  thlS  : .The  auSler  Put  on  the  fly  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  most  appropriate  in  size  and  kind  to 
the  existing  conditions.  The  coach,  meantime, 

that  hT?  ,bimself  on  the  stump,  and  reported 
snph  ™  see  so  many  fish  located  in  such  and 
“S?  °/. the  Pool  •  Then  the  angler  began  to 
nf  tbp4  k1S  line  °^er  toe  barren  water  on  his  side 
the  stream,  and  when  enough  was  out  to  reach 


the  farther  margin  of  the  pool— and  it  required  a 
pretty  long  line — he  cast  his  fly  there  and 
worked  it  across  to  his  own  side,  thus  covering 
the  pool  from  end  to  end  and  from  side  to  side  by 
wading  down  a  step  or  two  at  every  cast.  The 
coach,  meanwhile,  discoursed  something  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  You  want  to  give  ’em  about  10ft.  more 
line.  There,  that’s  right — the  fly  went  over  the 
noses  of  two,  but  they  didn’t  stir.  There  are 
three  more  about  7ft.  or  8ft.  lower  down;  that 
will  cover  them — there,  one  of  them  rose  to 
within  3ft.  of  the  fly  and  turned  back.” 

The  fish  would  then  be  rested  for  a  few  minutes, 
the  fly  changed  to  something  smaller  or  less  con¬ 
spicuous,  and  the  performance  would  begin  again. 
Generally,  if  the  fly  was  noticed  at  all,  the  fish 
would  rise  short,  after  which  one  effort  it  was 
impossible  to  stir  that  salmon  again.  If  the  fly 
was  taken,  the  salmon  rose  in  quite  a  leisurely 
manner,  then  turned  back  to  its  lair,  deliberated 
apparently  in  wonder  upon  a  new  sensation  for  a 
moment  or  two,  and  then  began  to  perform  as 
salmon  are  wont  to  perform  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  Occasionally  when  the  water  was  being 
rested,  and  there  was  nothing  visible  to  disturb 
the  fish,  one  which  had  befen  lying  for  hours  as 
still  as  the  stones  beside  it  on  the  bottom,  would 
dart  like  a  streak  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
pool  up  into  the  black  water  at  its  head,  dash 
around  there  for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then 
return  whence  it  came.  As  it  passed,  almost 
every  fish  in  the  pool  would  respond  with  some 
movement,  some  merely  rising  a  few  feet  toward 
the  surface, .  others  gyrating  through  a  more 
extended  orbit.  I  never  tired  watching  them,  or 
the  fly,  as,  plainly  visible,  it  traversed  the  pool 
from  side  to  side.  But  I  often  tired  when  it  was 
my  turn  hour  after  hour  to  endeavour  in  vain  to 
beguile  them.  .  A  salmon  fisherman  has  much  of 
this  kind  of  thing  to  go  through,  seldom  with  the 
a  coacfi  .^9  locate  the  relative  positions 
to®  fish  and  his  fly,  often  with  no  assurance 
that  there  is  a  fish  in  the  pool  over  which  he 
labours. 

In  short,  salmon  fishing  is  not  all  rose-coloured, 
as,  from  the  ordinary  run  of  salmon  fishermen’s 
talk,  a  trout  fisherman  might  suppose.  An  aver- 
age  of  one  salmon  a  day,  even  with  a  liberal  allow- 
ance  of  black  flies  thrown  in,  is  sport  fit  for  the 
rulers  of  the  earth  that  is,  if  they  are  good  rulers. 
Otherwise  it  is  far  too  good  for  them.  But  there 
is  nothing  in  the  real  facts  to  justify  any  salmon 
angler  in  lording  it  over  him  who  has  only  caught 
trout,  as  I  have  seen  some  do.  Comparing  both 
C#a^fS  an§^ers>  ail(I  toe  piscatorial  intelligence 
of  the  votaries  of  the  single-handed  fly  rod 
averages,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  much  the 
higher  of  the  two.  Trout  fly-fishing  in  civilised 
countries  is  the  school  of  the  fly-fisherman,  and  I 
have  yet  to  see  one  whom  I  could  consider  an 
artist  in  salmon  fishing  who  did  not  get  his  pis¬ 
catorial  education  on  much-fished  trout  streams. 

A  salmon  fresh  run  from  the  sea  is  a  very  simple- 
minded  creature,  as  are  the  sea  trout  and  the 
brook  trout  of  the  wilderness ;  and  anybody  who 
has  ever  seen  a  fly-rod  together  can  readily  be- 
guile  them.  But  the  brook  trout  of  a  civilised 
r68,101n  18  ,of  a  very  different  order  of  intelligence, 
and  he  who  would  have  much  sport  with  the  fly 
at  its  expense  must  have  a  skilled  hand,  a  quick 
eye,  and  a  brain  prompt  to  perceive  and  utilise  the 
refations  between  cause  and  effect. 

It  is  fully  as  difficult  to  bring  a  squirrel  out  of 
a  tree- top  with  a  rifle  as  to  send  a  bullet  through 
the  heart  of  a  moose,  and  he  who  can  do  the  one 
can  readily  do  the  other,  as  soon  as  he  becomes  a 
little  accustomed  to  the  increased  size  and  value 
of  his  game. 

The  question  is  often  asked,  “  Does  not  salmon 
fashing  destroy  one’s  pleasure  in  trout  fishing  ?  ” 

It  is  a  matter  of  temperament.  He  who  is  of  that 
stripe  of  angler  that  is  always  trying  to  beat  the 
score  of  those  who  may  be  fishing  with  him,  and 
hyes  in  mortal  dread  lest  any  should  beat  him, 
will  care  little  for  trout  after  salmon  fishing.  He 
who  fishes  for  love  of  it  and  its  concomitants,  who 
gauges  his  sport  by  his  own  enjoyment  rather 
than  by  envious  comparison  with  the  fortune  of 
his  comrades,  will  find  no  difference.  This  ever¬ 
lasting  trying  to  beat  some  one  is  the  bane  of 
angling.  I  have  never,  in  a  somewhat  extended 
fishing  experience,  seen  the  spirit  of  competition 
step  m,  but  that  at  the  same  time  all  that  was 

-rteppeYout  WaS  beS‘  “  ‘he  Sport  of  angIil,g 
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NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

On  Thursday  evening,  June  11,  the  quarterly 
general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended,  and  out  of  the  fifty-three  societies  com¬ 
prising  the  association  only  five  were  found  at  the 
roll-call  to  be  unrepresented,  the  names  of  these 
clubs  being  the  Victoria,  Brookfields,  Hillyfields, 
Chandos,  and  Manor.  The  balance-sheet  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31  was  adopted,  the  balance 
in  hand,  after  all  expenses  had  been  disbursed, 
being  £30  4s.  lid.  The  minutes  of  the  special  general 
meeting,  held  April  23,  were  taken  for  confirmation,  the 
business  of  this  meeting  being  on  the  one  part  the  matter 
respecting  the  scale  of  payments  to  be  made  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  travelling  issued  and  returned,  and  the  other  por¬ 
tion  being  the  question  of  providing  free  fishing  for  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  association.  The  minutes 
dealing  with  these  two  important  matters  were  confirmed 
in  their  entirety  without  any  discussion.  The  minutes  of 
the  last  committee  meeting,  held  June  4,  were  taken  for 
discussion,  and  also  to  hear  the  report  from  Messrs.  Coles 
and.  Dance,  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to 
visit  Pershore.  These  two  gentlemen  gave  in  a  very 
lengthy  report  of  their  visit  to  Pershore,  and  strongly 
recommended  it  to  the  delegates  for  their  approval  as  a 

?lace  suitable  to  hold  the  forthcoming  annual  contest  at. 

'he  report  of  the  deputation  was  unanimously  adopted,  as 
were  also  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  committee  held 
on  June  4.  The  14th  of  September  was  also  decided  as  the 
date  for  the  contest.  A  resolution  was  moved  from  the 
chair  by  the  president,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Kirly : 
“That  the  executive  committee  have  power  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements,  and  to  expend  such  sums  as 
they  think  may  be  advisable  to  make  the  contest  and 
excursion  a  success.”  The  case  of  the  West  End  Society, 
who  had  removed  their  society  without  the  sanction  of 
the  association,  was  brought  forward,  and  after  a  rather 
lengthy  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  the  West  End 
Society,  for  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  relating  to  re¬ 
movals  of  societies,  should  be  fined  the  sum  of  £1,  and  that 
it  be  understood  that  this  decision  is  without  prejudice  to 
any  further  action  this  association  may  take  in  future 
similar  cases.  This  club  will  now  be  allowed  to  remain  at 
their  present  quarters  ;  they  will  also  have  to  pay  all  back 
subscriptions  and  visiting  fee.  This,  I  wish  to  inform  the 
members  of  the  Provincial  and  Birmingham  Association, 
has  been  done.  The  Plume  Society,  held  at  the  Plume  of 
Feathers,  Miles-street,  Bordesley,  made  an  application  to 
remove  their  society  to  the  Britannia  Inn,  Birchall-street ; 
but  the  application  was  not  entertained,  and  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  committee,  who  will  meet  on  July  2 
next,  and  take  the  matter  into  their  consideration.  This 
concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting,  and  I  am  requested 
to  inform  the  delegates  of  societies  that  a  special  general 
meeting  will  be  held  shortly  to  confirm  the  work  of  the 
committee,  and  approve  of  their  work  on  behalf  of  the 
contest.  During  the  evening  the  challenge  cup,  presented 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  was  placed  on  view,  and  was 
greatly  admired  by  the  delegates,  who  did  not  forget  to 
praise  both  the  cup  and  the  generous  donor. 


Our  Worcester  friends  are  in  luck’s  way  just  at  present, 
as  they  have  just  received  from  one  of  their  patrons  a 
choice  collection  of  books  for  their  library,  and  further 
additions  are  also  promised  from  some  of  the  influential 
members  connected  with  their  association.  Their  presi¬ 
dent  has  also  presented  them  with  a  fifteen-guinea 
challenge  cup,  to  be  competed  for  in  a  general  contest  by 
the  whole  of  the  members,  and  a  four-guinea  cup  fora 
game-fish  contest  on  the  Sugg  during  the  season.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  that  our  Worcester  friends  are  well  to  ihc 
fore  with  these  valuable  prizes  for  their  forthcoming 
contest,  and  I  hope  that  the  other  members  of  this  associa¬ 
tion  will  follow  the  example  of  their  worthy  president,  so 
that  a  good  array  of  prizes  may  be  on  hand  for  the 
members  to  compete  for  at  their  annual  contest. 


The  usual  preliminaries  have  been  got  over  with  the 
Dudley  Association,  that  has  lately  been  accepted  into  the 
Birmingham  Association,  and  a  list  of  stations  have  been 
sent  to  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  authorities 
in  London  for  their  fares  to  be  affixed.  The  number  of  the 
stations  that  the  concession  to  travel  to  at  the  reduced 
fare  is  twenty-three.  It  is  now  a  question  of  time  on  the 
part  of  the  railway  authorities  for  our  Dudley  friends  to 
enjoy  the  same  privilege  as  the  other  members  of  the 
Provincial  Association.  _ 


I  am  requested  to  inform  the  members  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  committee  that  a  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Cardiff  early  in  July  next,  the  exact  date  of  which 
will  be  made  known  shortly. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


Coarse  fiskiug  may  now  be  said  to  be  in  fall 
Swing,  and  would  it  were  not  so,  for  tbe  fish  are 
not  yet  in  that  condition  to  warrant  their  capture. 
True  we  have  had  an  entire  week  of  beautiful 
weather,  which  has  tended  towards  that  state  of 
things  for  which  many  fervent  hopes  have 
existed,  but  yet  things  piscatorial  are  fully  a 
month  behind  time.  A  little  more  waiting  in 
patience  would  repay  those  who  would  so  wait. 
Trout  were  unusually  late  in  getting  into  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  example  of  owners  in  deferring 
the  opening  of  their  waters  was  a  step  which 
should  be  followed  by  owners  and  renters  of 
waters  containing  coarse  fish. 

LANCASHIRE  anglers  Will  be  pleased  to  learn,  that  the 
certificate  of  merit,  has  been  awarded,  at  the  Arts  and 
Crafts  Exhibition,  for  fishing  tackle,  to  Mr,  Bam  JJrooks, 


of  Ardwick.  It  would  have  been  still  more  satisfactory  if 
a  medal  had  been  given,  but  as  it  is,  ho  has  obtained  the 
highest  distinction  awarded. 


The  Warrington  anglers  are  displaying  a  great  amount 
of  enthusiasm,  in  their  recently  acquired  position  as  a 
centre  of  the  Northern  Angler's  Association.  They  have 
combined  in  one  body  all  descriptions  of  anglers,  and  the 
result  is  one  united  association  with  a  fixed  policy,  instead 
of  several  associations  with  a  great  variety  of  projects, 
the  development  of  which  always  causes  friction. 
Already  the  influence  of  this  new  centre  is  being  felt,  and 
outside  districts  have  been  gathered  in,  to  the  general 
benefit  of  all.  In  this  particular  centre,  and  also  in  the 
Bolton  centre,  the  unanimity  of  action  is  very  gratifying, 
and  if  other  large  towns  would  follow  their  example,  and 
strive  for  the  welfare  of  the  angling  masses,  an  improve¬ 
ment,  all  round  in  the  condition  of  our  sport  would 
speedily  follow'.  _ 


Many  theories  are  put  forth  as  to  the  future  of  the 
Manchester  and  Districts  Amalgamated  Anglers  Associa¬ 
tion.  No  doubt  in  the  past  this  body  has  done  good  work, 
but  just  at  present,  they  are  rather  retarding  progress,  by 
the  indifference  they  display  to  the  N-A.A.,  and  the  apathy 
existing  in  their  midst.  If  they  intend  to  retain  a  hold  on 
the  affections  of  Lancashire  anglers  they  will  have  to 
bustle  about. 


The  report  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  N.A.A., 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  pollution  of  some  rivers  and 
the  illegal  practices  on  others,  has  been  printed  and  cir¬ 
culated  to  the  various  club  houses,  anglers  will  do  well  to 
peruse  the  same.  It  is  a  very  interesting  document, 
easily  understood,  and  indicates  in  its  completeness  the 
efficient  way  in  which  the  committee  transacts  the 
business  entrusted  to  it. 


Another  circular  of  vital  importance  to  Lancashire, 
also  issued  by  the  N.A.A.,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
various  clubs,  in  which  the  sub-committee  appointed  to 
deal  with  concessions  in  railway  tickets  appeal  to  the 
anglers  in  the  following  terms:  “Will  you  kindly  assist 
the  sub-committee  by  informing  me,  by  an  curly  joost,  of 
the  privileges  already  granted  by  railway  companies  in 
your  district,  and  in  what  way  you  think  they  should  be 
extended  or  improved.  Any  suggestions  you  may  make 
for  the  carrying  out  of  this  impel  taut  matter  will  receive 
the  best  consideration.”  We  are  particularly  fortunate 
in  getting  tbe  council  of  tbe  N.A.A.  to  appoint  this  sub¬ 
committee,  for  no  district  stands  more  in  need  of  rail¬ 
way  concessions  than  does  Ibis,  and  it  is  to  be  Imped 
that  every  assistance  will  be  forthcoming  from  Lan¬ 
cashire.  _ 


The  “Speculation  ”  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Pritt’s  d  agnosis  of 
angling,  is  fully  discriptivo  of  the  position  in  Lancashire 
to-day,  in  respect  to  the  next  three  months.  Clubs  will 
be  fully  occupied  in  their  matches  and  contests,  and 
doubtless  many  items  of  interest  w ill  shortly  follow'.  All 
seem  fully  prepared  for  enjoying  the  sport  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  may  their  wishes  be  gratified. 


Reports  to  hand  of  the  work  done  during  the  week 
are  very  varied,  but  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The 
rivers  and  streams  generally  are  short  of  water,  but  still 
good  baskets  are  continually  obtained. 


It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  tackle  that 
angler  used  who  took  a  101b.  pike,  whilst  fly-fishing  for 
trout,  aye  and  with  the  fly  too,  at  least  so  says  the  paper 
recording  the  item.  _ 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


The  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
which  takes  the  lead  in  piscatorial  matters  in 
Nottingham  and  the  district,  held  a  most  impor¬ 
tant  meeting  at  their  headquarters,  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  on  Monday  evening.  It  had  been  convened 
by  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Harry  Spray)  by  order  of 
the  committee,  who  were  desirous  of  taking  a  vote 
on  a  number  of  alterations  which  they  considered 
would  be  for  the  better  working  of  tbe  club.  Mr.  W. 
Gaskell  (president),  took  tbe  chair,  and  the  members  mus¬ 
tered  in  remarkably  strong  force.  The  chairman  briefly 
explained  the  object  of  the  gathering,  and  after  some  dis¬ 
cussion,  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson  moved,  and  Mr.  T.  Essex 
seconded,  that  Rule  10  be  so  altered  as  to  form  one  whole 
angling  season  instead  of  two  terms  (summer  and  winter) 
as  at  present.  The  resolution  was  carried,  so  that  for  the 
future  the  competitions  will  begin  on  June  10  in  each 
year,  and  finish  on  March  15  of  the  year  following.  The 
president  next  stated  that  the  committee  desired  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  one  of  the  two  banquets  which  were  held 
during  year  each,  and  to  devote  the  money  thus 
saved  to  the  giving  of  two  prizes  to  be  worth  at  least  five 
pounds  each.  They  felt  they  could  well  do  this,  and  it  was 
their  wish  to  have  one  prize  for  fly-fishing  and  the  other 
for  bottom  fishing.  As  regarded  the  fish  to  be  chosen,  t  hey 
were  of  opinion  t  hat  chub  would  be  tbe  best,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  a  top  and  bottom  feeder.  Mr.  H.  Spray  moved,  and 
Kir.  E.  West  seconded  that  this  recommendation  of  the 
committee  be  approved,  and  approved  it  was  by  a  unani¬ 
mous  vote.  The  Chairman nextstated  that  the  committee 
were  most  anxious  to  give  greater  encouragement  to  fly 
fishing,  and  in  order  t<>  open  out  the  society’s  good  work. 
They  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  number 
of  special  prizes  should  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose.  The 
society  comprised  a  fair  number  of  "surface  whippors,” 
and  if  the  new  idea  was  taken  up  he  had  no  doubt  many 
more  gentlemen  in  the  town,  who  ware  devoted  to  fly¬ 
fishing,  would  be  glad  to  join  their  ranks.  Mr.  T.  Wood 
remarked  that  he  should  have  much  pleasure  in  offering  a 
prize  for  fly-fishing.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  II.  Spray, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  committee’s  recommendation 
was  cordially  approved,  and  the  fisli  selected  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  competition  were  named  as  follows  :  chub,  first; 
dace,  second ;  and  roach,  third.  Mr.  R.  Toone,  whom 
membirs  of  the  society  were  glad,  after  his  recent  severe 
illni  ss  to  see  amongst  them  again,  thought  the  society 
ought  to  recognise  the  claims  of  trout.  (Hear,  hear.)  It 
was  a  grand  game  fish,  although  unfortunately  they  were 
not  often  now  a  days  caught  in  the  Trent.  Mr.  II.  Coxon 
thought,  also,  that  grayling  should  enter  Into  the  society’s 
competitions,  and  after  discussion  the  two  fish  were  voted 
into  the  ordinary  classes.  Mr.  Wood  advocated  the  claim 


of  salmon,  and  Mr.  Toone  stated  that  ho  would  have  much 
pleasure  in  giving  a  special  prize  for  the  best  fish  caught, 
during  the  season.  If  they  preferred  the  fly  to  the  bottom 
lures,  all  well  and  good.  Mr.  West  supplemented  Mr. . 
West  supplemented  Mr.  Toone’s  remarks  by  also  promising 
a  prize;  and  Mr.  Wood,  not  to  be  outdone,  signified  his 
intention  of  giving  a  third.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
lordly  fish  could  not  well  stand  out,  and  accordingly  it  was 
voted  in  as  an  “extra.”  The  system  of  weighing  in  fish 
was  then  gone  into  ;  but  after  the  subject  had  been  well 
ventilated  it  was  agreed  to  continue  the  present  plan.  Mr. 
Gaskell  was  then  thanked  for  his  valuable  services  in  the 
chair,  and  the  proceedings  which  had  occupied  a 
couple  of  hours,  terminated.  I  might  addthat  the 
whole  of  the  prizes  to  be  competed  for  under  the  new  regu¬ 
lations  will  be  subject  to  a  discretionary  power  still  reserved 
by  the  committee,  who  have  no  other  object  to  serve  than 
to  further  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  society.  Further,  I 
ought  to  state  that  no  gross  weights  are  allowed,  and  that 
no  member  will  he  permitted  to  take  more  than  one  prize. 
Mr.  Wood  s  Challenge  Cup  for  the  best  twelve  roachv  each 
to  weigh  over  a  pound,  and  killed  in  his  waters  at  Weston 
was  not  won  during  the  winter  season  just  closed,  but 
that  gentleman  has  again  placed  it  on  offer,  and  he  is 
anxious  that  it  should  be  secured  in  the  ehsuing  cam¬ 
paign.  _ 

Ox  Wednesday  the  executive  of  the  “Wellington  "  was 
most  hospitably  entertained  by  Mr.  Wood,  at  King’s  Mills, 
but  as  the  party  had  not  returned  when  these  notes  were 
closed,  I  must  defer  an  account  of  the  outing  until  next 
week. 


NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  tbe  weather 
was  not  at  all  agreeable.  Matters,  however, 
have  considerably  improved  now.  A  heavy 
shower  or  two  on  Monday  put  a  freshet  in  the 
rivers,  which  was  very  acceptable,  whilst  louring 
days  of  moderate  temperature  have  attracted  a 
considerable  number  of  anglers  out.  The  Ouse 
during  the  past  two  or  three  days  has  been  lined 
with  an  unusually  large  number  of  Rportsmen — 
votaries  of  both  fly  and  worm — though  good 
catches  have  not  been  the  rule.  I  did  hear  of 
one  gentleman  getting  a  catch  of  fourteen  “  mix¬ 
tures  ”  as  he  called  them,  and  of  another  angler 
who  returned  from  the  foot  of  the  Ilambleton 
Hills  with  a  well-ladened  basket  of  perch. 

The  various  clubs  in  the  Minster  city  are  boginning  to 
stir.  The  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society.  I  believe,  fish 
their  first  match  on  Saturday  at  Thicket-Priory,  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Wunnington-Jefferson,  J.P.  The  York 
Waltonian  Angling  Society,  though  the  latest  addition  to 
the  list  of  fishing  clubs  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  already  a 
flourishing  concern,  and  possesses  an  able  and  genial 
secretary  in  Mr.  A.  Butler.  A  meeting  of  its  members 
took  place  on  Monday  for  the  transaction  of  routine  busi¬ 
ness,  but  the  arrangement  of  matches  and  fishing  excur¬ 
sions  was  deferred  for  further  consideration.  The  York 
(City)  Angling  Club  is  more  than  a  pleasure-seeking 
association,  for  its  members  are  frequently  called  together 
to  discuss  questions  affecting  the  interests  of  anglers,  and 
much  good  work  is  done  by  them.  Their  opening  match 
generally  takes  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  August, 
(Bank Holiday)  andthere  isno likelihood  of  departing  from 
the  custom  this  year.  The  North-Eastern  Anglers’  Club 
will  doubtless  be  going  out  before  long. 

The  May-fly  has  been  very  plentiful  on  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  in  preference  for  the  “real  thing.” 

A  novel  contest,  as  far  as  the  York  district  is  concerned, 
came  off  on  Saturday  evening  in  tbe  Ouse,  when  Captain 
Key,  the  president  of  the  Fuiford  Society,  offered  a  valu¬ 
able  rod  for  the  successful  angler  in  a  fly-fishing  competi¬ 
tion.  Bottom  fishing  competitions  are  plentiful  enough  in 
the  city,  but,  I  believe  this  is  the  first  time  a  public  match 
has  taken  place  with  the  fly.  Sixteen  competitors  entered, 
and  the  contest  would  have  been  an  interesting  one  if  the 
weather  bad  proved  propitious.  But  the  result  was  in 
keeping  with  the  untoward  circumstances,  for  not  more 
than  half-a-dozen  specimens  of  fish  were  landed.  The 
match  was  open  to  the  members  of  all  York  clubs,  and 
was  fished  from  Fulford  Landing  to  Bishopthorpe  Ferry, 
the  conditions  being  read  out  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
the  start.  Unfortunately  there  was  a  strong  cold  wind 
which  militated  against  the  sport,  few  fish  being  on  the 
rise.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Grosvenor  Club,  proved  the  victor, 
and  he  was  presented  with  the  coveted  trophy  by  the 
donor.  The  flies  used  were  the  Silver  Horn  and  the  Black 
Gnat.  The  arrangements  devolved  upon  Messrs.  J.  E. 
Schumacher  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  who  acted  as  hon, 
secretaries,.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  match,  the  fishers 
with  a  few  friends,  partook  of  the  gallant  Captains 
hospitality.  I  understand  he  has  intimated  his  intention 
of  offering  a  prize  for  a  similar  competition  next  year. 

By  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Surtees,  the  Darlington 
Working  Men’s  Angling  Association  held  their  second 
contest  below  Winsdale  Lochs,  in  the  Tees,  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  when  they  spent  a  most  enjoyable  day.  rhe 
water  was  very  bright  and  low,  but  out  of  the  fifteen 
prizes  offered,  twelve  were  won  by  the  following  mem¬ 
bers :  First,  J.  Hutchinson;  second,  J.  Cray;  third.  If. 
Hutchinson;  fourth,  F.  Wilkinson  ;  F.  Temple,  T.  Slinton, 
H.  Christie,  J.  McLeich,  W.  Johnson.  R.  Spence,  1. 
Anderson,  H.  Crawford,  T.  Bruce,  T.  Crawford,  and  T. 
Stanton.  After  the  distribution  of  the  prizes  a  convivial 
evening  was  spent  at  the  Cleveland  Arms. 


Swale  anglers  have  scarcely  maintained  their  reputa¬ 
tion  this  week,  the  river  having  shared  the  fate  of  most 
others  in  the  district-low  and  bright.  Some  nice  pan¬ 
niers.  however,  have  been  taken  up  stream  about  Catterick. 
Mr.  G.  Musgravc  the  other  day  captured  sixteen  brace 
of  trout,  and  Mr.  Fred  Spencer,  thirteen-and-a-half  brace, 
while  other  anglers  have  fared  pretty  will  considering. 


The  question  of  facilities  in  railway  travelling  is  occupy¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  local  anglers.  A  meeting  of  the  \  ork 
centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  pas  beep 


convened  to  discuss  the  subject  and  report  to  the  Central 
Council.  The  association  desire  to  have  as  full  an  opinion 
of  the  local  body  of  anglers  as  possible,  and  any  sugges¬ 
tions  in  regard  to  the  matter  they  will  be  pleased  to 
accept. 

wA^£'iCf°0IVER’  7b°  was  Ashing  in  the  Costa,  caught  a 
beautiful  trout  weighing  31b.  6oz.  It  was  an  exceedingly 
shapely  fish,  and  the  lucky  angler  at  once  dispatched  it 
to  Mr.  Head,  a  naturalist  of  Scarborough.  Upon  opening 
the  trout,  Mr.  Head  discovered  a  whole  water  rat  in  the 
stomach,  and  the  head  and  part  of  the  body  of  another 
what  was  undergoing  the  process  of  digestion. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  want  of  rain  is  being  increasingly  felt 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Lake  District.  A 
few  showers  have  fallen  in  parts  of  Cumberland, 
and  in  the  Westmoreland  Lune  Valley,  but 
these  have  been  simply  of  a  local  character 
and  have  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  rivers. 
As  a  natural — or  should  I  say  unnatural — conse¬ 
quence  of  the  lowness  of  the  streams,  poaching 
is  now  rampant,  and  I  am  afraid  some  pools  and  reaches 
of  river  may  become  depopulated  should  the  dry  weather 
*99 1  >9! 10  ™uch  longer.  I  have  heard  it  alleged  that  trout, 
it,c.,  have  been  carried  into  towns  in  the  district  in  sacks 
holding  as  much  as  four  stones  of  fish,  and  there  must  be  a 
y  market  for  this  plunder  else  the  game  would  not  be 
worth  the  risk.  An  increased  number  of  watchers  might 
be  put  on  with  advantage  in  such  seasons. 

th!HK-pqnUfesLl^n  o^Vatching  cropped  up  at  the  meeting  of 
Flshery  Conservators,  last  week,  at 
Bowness  Windermere,  a  meeting,  by  the  way,  full  of  in¬ 
vesting  topics.  The  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Fell,  asked  if  the 
'ya^ofiors  kept  any  report  of  their  proceedings  so  as  to 
rre  not,  neg%ent  or  shirking  the  work 
expected  of  them,  and  was  informed  that  each  watcher 
fi'ary  of  his  movements,  which  was  open  to  any 
member  of  the  board  to  see  and  examine  at  any  time  when 

rpnnif6<fh0  It;  ras  decided  further  that  watchers  should 
report  themselves  to  members  of  the  board  residing1  in 
specified  districts,  and  that  the  diaries  be  placed  on  the 
table  at  the  quarterly  meetings  for  inspection. 

Mr.  Fell  also  expressed  the  great  satisfaction  he  felt, 
rVhlC9  *he  was  sure  the  board  would  join,  that  a 
Lake  District  Angling  Association  had  atlast  been  formed 
mi  ^n?r,  a  ,r  unlikely  that  during  the  first  year  or  so  it 
VFkV rove  disappointing  to  its  members,  but  he  could 

run  b  Th'evbhaaheKfwltS  wouldbe  gratifying  in  the  long 
9l'?wubey  had  stBl  to  complete  certain  arrangements 
vith  the  owners  of  fisheries  in  Lake  Windermere  but  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  the  newly-formed 
association  had  obtained  the  rights  of  fishing  over  some 
valuable  tarns.  He  wished  it  to  go  forth  that  that  Board 
was  desmous  of  doing  everything  in  its  power  to  help 

anrnenrPfittneh«^0rt-S  of,uthe  Angling  Association.  They 
appeared  to  be  haying  the  question  of  flsh  breeding  and 
reai  mg  under  consideration,  and  if  they  acquired  some  of 
those  tarns  referred  to  they  might  develop  some  method 
hi  ?cttuy’1.ug  a  £fesh  class  of  food.  He  need  only  add  that 
he  hoped  it  might  prove  a  satisfactory  undertaking. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


rnfve  inat;nip°SK  inte.rested  in  the  cultivation  of  salmon 
hai  e  no  intention  of  relaxing  the  energy  they  have 
nn  rt'yiA.U'ed  to  bring  about  a  Parliamentary  reform 

ande^VerViA  lhe  feelln,?  13  VCD’  strong,  and  millowners 
a9 onseriators  are,  as  the  saying  is,  “  at  daggers’  ends  ” 

n?i?uPOmt'  So  you  see  there  is  bound  to  be  sharp  work 

u \  cr  it. 


[June  20,  1891. 


1  he  Lough  Neagh  fisheries  are  reported  to  have  been 

fniIoejyl-elyiSUuCeslful  this  season  up  to  the  present.  Netting 
in  particular  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  it  was  found 

3nih  h?10  r£ece?5,  t.ake?,’'  the  fish  netted  were  up  to 

"VP,- weight.  Trout  fishing  is  tip-top.  Eel  fishing  is  just 
about  commencing  there  now.  Those  in  search  of  salmon 
recommended  to  work  on  the  Tyrone  side,  but  I  am 
told  salmon  have  not  shown  much  yet.  However,  this  is 
S’!1, gort<?,d  tune,  and  better  accounts  may  now  be  expected 

tho  Tim iw W  are  g9?at  numbers  this  season,  and 
the  Belfast  and  some  English  markets  are  being  well 
supplied ;  but  some  time  ago  I  was  told  they  are  little  or 

fl8hU8eTtnnJhvan8:i.erk  .Nevfrtheless  they  are  a  splendid 
nsh.  Lough  Neagh  being  the  largest  lake  in  Ireland 
f  bke  a  calm  ocean,  and  now  that  summer  is  set  in’ 
and  Nature  is  decked  in  her  richest  garb,  nothing  could 
repay  the  angler  better  than  a  visit  to  its  famous  shore. 

frvnVfiSuMEATrl  La,kes  are  at  present  a  particular  magnet 
for  fishermen,  and  each  day  I  am  happy  to  say  new 
annals  continue.  Since  the  signal— “the  Green  Drake  is 
up  in  myriads  —the  influx  commenced,  and  reports  to 
hand  of  sport  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  If  the  West¬ 
meath  Lake  season  so  far  has  not  been  “an  unprece¬ 
dented  success,  the  weather  alone  has  been  to  blame.  All 
Westmefith  wants  is  favourable  weather,  and  she  will 

kingdom.  °Wn’  1  belleve’  againsfc  any  fishery  in  the 

nJV,he  .w,est?Fn  districts  salmon  is,  as  it  has  always  been 
the  special  attraction.  I  am  favoured  with  names  of 

change. takes’  sP°akinS  well  for  sport  since  the  agreeable 


An  innovation,  altogether  new  in  the  north,  is  at  present 

sanitarT8  Thi ? j,nd?h°f  -tbe  ^horities,  pVcato riband 
sanitary.  I  his  is  the  introduction  of  a  house-boat  on 
Lake  Windermere.  The  matter  came  before  the  West- 
moreland  County  Council,  on  Friday  afternoon  as  well 
aSaKefi.Uestlon  9£  pollution  of  the  Kent  Flour  Mills 
and  both  were  referred  to  the  Rivers  Pollution  Committee’ 
In  regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  stated  that  steps  are  bein 
andGtW  P^yentJbe  h’seharge  of  mill  refuse  into  the  river, 
and  that  contracts  have  been  let  for  carrying  outthe  work! 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

(From  our  Dublin  Correspondent.) 

Trout  fishing  everywhere  in  this  district  con- 
tmues  excellent,  and  in  the  northern  waters  espe- 
cially.  The  fish  rise  freely  to  the  natural  fly. 
Club  members  here  are  pretty  active  just  now, 
although  many  have  started  inland  for  the 
big  lakes  and  rivers  where  salmon  are  reported 
to  be  giving  good  sport.  Then,  as  regards  rough 
fishing,  it  is  seldom  I  have  seen  so  many  local 
rods  on  the  Royal  and  Grand  canals  as  during 
the  past  few  days.  On  questioning  many  of 
them,  I  was  informed  the  waters  contain  perch 
roach,  &c  ,  in  abundance,  and  indeed,  the  few  of 

brethren^  1  SaW  lan<3ed  sPeak  wel1  for  their 

a  Tareeb°sahUareUlnf  ihnty  Vcklow  every  season  commands 
a  large  share  of  the  patronage  of  those  who  in  their 

a™seTnt  comhine  angling  with  magnificence  of  scenery 
and  perhaps  no  other  county  in  Irellnd  possesses 

paitlcalarly  in  the  latter  respect.  The  king-fish 
b=eV0t  being  to  be  had  there  robs  it  of  malv  an 
angler  who  must  content  himself  with  trout  and  rough 
fishing:  but  there  is  plenty  of  the  latter  to  be  had  on  111 
»r«ehnavdjU9t  now  it  is  surprising  the  number  of  rods  who 
Fe  bavi,I?g  baskets  all  over  the  district  I  am  in 
formed  there  is  a  good  rise  of  the  natural  flv  on  the 

ta3?cSWWh'Ch  m"  ""  “  S  additional 

Sirtuid-^anrl^rnB*1,  V.’V  Tr?ugh  thc  north  of  Ireland  on 

h  <dnt  is  Sfon  orally  nmic^ble.  Th^northe^n  fisheries  have 
had  much  to  contend  with  latterly  as  regards  unfavoJr! 

fnmanTuarlsyinlf  ofbr°USht3porfc  almost  t0  a  standstill 

reiteratePthe  nret^fm?iUrfe  lC  ?e®ms  aImosfc  needless  to 
loiicrate  tno  proverbial  story  of  the  damage  in flieteU  nr, 


sports  from  Clubs 

Ga^,ette>  Dunstans  House,  Fetter  Lane 

Pn^?^’rriaR?™*?'rkedsCLUJt  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  pref  erred  unless  for  special  meetings. 

Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
H^H  ’  ^neMynBVel ’iE'P'7J  ho  delegates  met  at  Foresters’ 

m-esidentMMrd  W  Jbe,  2?Fh  lnsta.nt!  when  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupied  the  chair  The 

dulv1  confirm^1  tf,fc  delegate 1 meeting  having  been  read  and 
l  nLnTb  -ktheJJI^ceedlngs  of  the  last  meeting  of  thc 
^ei?ev,a^ivr)rT1Ii!r1^^eeu  be^d  011  tbe  1st  instant,  were  read  after 
which  Mr.  Murphy  the  chairman  of  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee,  read  the  minutes  of  his  com- 

mirolme1^  of°  the  A81/1  insta.nt-  ,.The  next  business  was  the 
enrolment  of  the  Antwerp  Angling  Society,  of  Tottenham 

tbe  society  should  amend  its  rules  with 
regard  to  the  sizesof  fish  thatmightbe  weighed  in  makinc 

association  “  with  those  authorised  by  the 

should  y®^ary  having  Promised  that  this 

should  be  done,  the  chairman  gave  the  usual  enrolment 
address.  A  letter  was  then  read  from  the  Gresham  Anglfng 
®oc/^y.  conveying  a  resolution  passed  at  a  recent  meftinf 
the  society  upon  the  subject  of  river  pollution.  The 
chairman  pointed  out  that  this  was  a  subject  of  utmost 
p?po*'tanPe’  n°t  only  to  anglers,  but  also  to  the  inhabitants 

to  oh  Mi  n*  VI  ?9  p  pal  r  ’  Tbat  as  litigation  or  the  attempt 
of  Parliament  was  very  costly,  especially  in 
,  iarge  and  important  question,  he  should 

ad  me  the  delegates  of  the  Gresham  to  obtain  from  their 
tZltyJarlhr  o'tormation.  in  order  that  they  might  lay 

Therennrtsnf0thiha  .f!?sociation  upon  a  future  occasion 
T\T.l<lr<^p0r^  ^  -fhe  visiting  officers  were  next  taken.  Mr 

1  Jvnm'lgt3tate<f  Wr?  bis  pnavoidable  absence  from  the 
Upt  meeting  of  the  Great  Eastern  Angling  Society  Mr 
Weaver  had  kindly  officiated,  and  that  representatives  of 
seven  clubs  had  attended.  Mr.  Jennings  paid  a  visit  to 
the  Jubilee  Angling  Society,  where  sixteen  clubs  were 

yield  Id  ni0d'  rdheA^nu!er  TTBen!n;ol,jnt  Box  at  the  society 
yielded  10s.  Cd.  At  the  Marylebono  thirteen  clubs  sent 

,  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Box  was 
found  to  contain  14s.  id.  Mr.  Armstrong  visited  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  on  the  2Gth  May,  where  delegate! 

V6iC  ub®  pl‘c  ’n  an  appearance.  On  the  8th 
instant  he  also  visited  the  Blackfriars,  and  found  re¬ 
presentatives  from  eleven  clubs  present.  His  next  visit  fs 
to  be  at  the  Waggoners’  Angling  Society.  There  appears 
misunderstanding  in  some  quarters  regarding 
fishing  for  eels  during  the  fence  months  in  the  river  Lea 
and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  summon  two  honorary 
men  bers  of  an  angling  society  to  attend  the  next  delegate 
C  swiinn  Y  nf  association  for  having  transgressed  bye-law 
C  section  X  of  the  Lea  Conservancy,  a  copy  of  which  will 
be  found  in  the  new  guide  books  of  the  association  on  page 
thirty-eight.  The  collecting-box  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  received  from  the  North-Eastern  Angling  So!i!tv 
SfPdPae?eth’And,ford  t0  c°ntain  Us-  Upon  the  roll  blfS 

following tfif M ’li v  h?o,r)°f  tCn  P'm‘  ifc  was  found  that  the 
4iw  tt  fifty -six  clubs  were  represented:  Antwern 
Allason  United  Brothers,  Amicable  Excelsior.  Bermondsev 
Brothers,  Beaufoy  Bostonians,  Brunswick  Brothers  Burton 
Piscatonals,  Camden,  Crissold,  City  of  London,  Cobden 
F -is m rn apt '/ c k-  a,n d >.I,al uton ’  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Ealing! 
r'S«rne ea^?>rlaIa’i  Dt!esbam’  Greenwich,  Good  Intent 
Globe,  Golden  Barbel,  Hearts  of  Oak,  Highbury  Hoxtoii 
Brothers  Hertford,  Izaak  Walton,  Islington  Brathers 
Jubilee,  Laily  of  the  Lake,  Marylebone,  Midland,  Mildmav’ 
North-Eastern,  North  London,  North  Lambeth,  Original 
Alexander,  Original  North  Lambeth,  Prince  of  Wales 
1  ecliham  Brothers,  Prince  Arthur,  Queen’s,  Rifle,  Rodney’ 
Rojal  George,  Royal  Oak,  Stepney,  South  Hornsey  South 
Belgravia,  Sundial,  Westbourne  Park,  West  Ham  Brothers 
Wal  to  mans,  Wellington,  Waggoners.— Hon.  Reporter  ’ 
Anglers’  Association.-No.  1  Eastern  Distript- 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Society  the  Portobello,  Turville-street,  Church-street8 
Shoreditch,  on  Monday,  June  22;  any  friemds  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  oblige.— G.  Manning 
T  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 

List.  Ihe  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 

Junction  AS^V.l^’  ^  ^rd  inst“  at  "he  Clipham 
Junction  A.S.,  Duke  of  Clarence,  Winstanley-road, 


Clapham  Junction,  two  minutes’  walk  from  the  station.  I 
hope  all  clubs  ou  both  the  lists  will  be  well  represented  on 
that  evening.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers  Association.— Western  District.— A  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  16th. 
Upon  the  roll  being  called,  thirteen  clubs  responded.  The 
■  -r"  .,9^  contained  twenty-seven  shillings.  The  next 
visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Phoenix,  at  the  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  opposite  the  new  workhouse,  three  minutes  from 
Kings  Cross  Station,  on  Monday,  June  29,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster.— J.  Jennings. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers’  Association.— 
i  he  first  outing  of  the  season  came  oif  on  Saturday,  when 
there  was  a  large  turn-out  of  members.  The  sea  was 
9nV097,lble!  and  g°°d  baskets  were  the  order  of  the  day. 

I  he  following  are  some  of  the  best  results  at  the  weighing 
in  :  -hirst,  James  Robertson,  311b.  13oz.,  heaviest  fish,  111b. 
-oz. ;  second,  Peter  Youngson,  221b.  lloz. ;  third,  Alexander 
Moir,  2Llb.  6oz.,  heaviest  fish,  111b.  9oz  •  fourth,  James 
D.uvson,  l()lb.  5oz.  ;  and  James  Sinclair,  91b.  3oz.  A  silver, 
medal  which  had  been  tied  for  on  a  previous  occasion 
A,!6  ?ea70nj  between  Alex.  Moir  and  Geo.  McLoed-was 
nsned  otr  at  the  same  time,  when  Alex.  Moir  was  success- 
tui.  Ihe  medal  was  presented  by  Mr.  Bruce.  The 
association  now  numbers  upwards  of  two  hundred 
members.  Mr.  William  Walker  was  recently  elected 
president.  Competitions  will  now  be  held  fortnightly  and 
monthly ,  the  same  facilities  having  been  again  granted  by 
the  railway  company  as  were  enjoyed  last  year.— G.  W. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
Arms,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— We  had  a 
arge  atCendance  of  members  present  at  our  meeting  on 
the  loth  lnst.,  when  we  made  another  useful  working  mem¬ 
ber  (Mr.  Mann).  The  next  business  was  ordering  zinc 
trays  for  using  on  weighing-in  days.  Mr.  Thompson,  our 
member,  was  unanimously  chosen  to  make  two.  Mr.  J. 
saxton  was  chosen  to  make  twenty-four  pegs  for  pegged- 
ciown  matches.  Being  a  member  he  knew  exactly  the 
vvay  to  make  them.  We  open  the  season  with  a  pegged- 
ao  wn  match  at  Langley,  in  the  association  water  ;  two  rods 
allowed  ;  all  to  leave  by  the  first  train,  or  later  if  members 
cannot  reach  the  station  in  time.  The  number  on  the  pegs 
will  be  drawn  as  usual,  and  each  man,  whether  he  turns 
up  or  not,  will  have  to  go  where  the  number  is  fixed.  The 
fol  lowing  gentlemen  have  kindly  added  to  our  prize  list  for 
this  season,  to  be  fished  for  :  Mr,  R.  Lines,  5s.  ;  Mr.  Burnett,  ■ 
tackle  and  rod  maker.  Church-street,,  Lisson-grove,  a  jack 
rod ;  Mr.  Werner,  of  Harrow-road,  W„  a  handsome 
meerschaum  cigar-holder  and  c  ise,  for  the  heaviest  weight 
ot  fish  during  the  season.  Many  thanks  to  these  gentle¬ 
men  tor  their  kindness,  especially  our  esteemed  friend,  Mr. 
rsurnett.  VVe  have  had  several  applications  for  member- 
snip,  and  I  have  answered  them.  The  total  cost  to  become 
a  working  member,  including  entrance  fee  and  railway 
privilege  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  is  only  3s.  Old.,  and 
no  gentleman  could  do  better  than  join  this  flourishing 
ana  wellLnown  society ;  meeting  night  every  Monday,  at 
>  book  °t  rules  to  be  seen  at  the  above  house  at  the  bar ; 
plenty  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  A.ngling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
Glare  Market.— 1  wish  to  remind  membeis  that  we  fLh  for 
six  prizes  on  the  21st,  at  Shepperton,  from  the  lock  to 
Chertsey  Bridge.  Also  I  should  like  to  see  all  members 
ron  the  books  at  our  next  meeting  night,  on  Tuesday, 
rr,.’,  one  o£  °.ur  members  takes  a  benefit,  and  I 
stiould  like  to  see  him  get  a  good  bumper.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 
Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 
ag’,.’'’'  orsmp-square,  Finsbury.— I  wish  to  remind  mem- 
oers  that  next  Wednesday  is  general  meeting  night,  when 
l  trust  we  shall  have  a  good  muster,  at  9.30.  On  July  5  ive 
have  our  annual  dinner  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Fittlevvorth. 

All  members  must  close  the  books,  or  they  won’t  be  able  to 
sit  at  the  dinner.— W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  the  Grey¬ 
hound  Hotel,  High-street,  Battersea. —Our  first  outing 
this  season  will  take  place  at  Windsor,  on  July  5,  when  a 
series  of  prizes  will  be  fished  for;  tow-path  only;  jack 
barred.— J.  Rich,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Canal  Bridge, 

Gid.  Kent-roa,11.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  night,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  Mr.  C. 
Watkins  and  Mr.  Badcock  had  a  splendid  show  of  fish 
troin  the  fhames,  barbel  and  dace,  191b.  in  all.  Members 
are  informed  that  the  prize  list  is  now  ready.  Privilege 
tickets  any  meeting  night.  Next  Wednesday  being  quiS-- 
terly  night  I  hope  all  the  members  will  clear  the  books,  as 
the  matches  will  start  very  shortly.  Any  member  re- 
quiring  tickets  for  the  South  London  competition  they  can 
be  obtained  at  the  weekly  meetings.  Tickets  for  the  first 
annual  competition  for  Central  Association  Preservation 
x  und  are  now  ready,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  by  all.  I  should  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  would 
give  me  an  answer  to  my  request  re  specimen  prize,  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  I  sent  you  about  a  month  ago. — A  G 
Smith,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  the  City  Arms, 
Great  Dover-street,  Old  Kent-road.-I  beg  to  inform  mem¬ 
bers  the  new  privilege  tickets  are  in  my  possession,  if 
they  will  call  up  for  them,  also  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
tickets.  Wednesday  last  was  quarter  night,  and  all  mem¬ 
bers  not  clearing  books  were  fined.  Mr.  Turner  was 
elected  chairman  ;  Messrs.  Collings  and  Platt,  auditors  for 
the  ensuing  quarter.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  electing  Mr. 
Gapel  Bevan  hon.  member.— J.  Tuikes,  hon.  sec 
Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head 
Grange-road  -Between  twenty  and  thirty  members  and 
mends  of  the  above  society  travelled  to  Amberley  by 
Mr.  Lldndge’s  excursion,  on  the  11th,  for  a  pleasure  out¬ 
ing  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  fishing  season 
being  favoured  with  beautiful  weather.  One  and  all  spent- 
a  most  enjoyable  day  ;  and  I  am  requested  to  return  their 
sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Eldridge  for  the  handsome  manner 
in  which  he  catered  for  them.  Mr.  W.  Strecton  broke  the 
ice  by  weighing  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  viz  —four 
chub,  on  thc  lGih  inst.,  united  weight  51b  The  first 
monthly  competition  for  prizes  will  take  place  on  July  5 
place  and  condition  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  previous’ 

A.  Conn,  sec. 

«'B^c!ifl!ia.rs  ,Angllng  .Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. — The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the  17th  inst.  The 
chair  was  ably  fified  by  Mr.  Deplidge,  the  vice-chair  by 
Mr.  1  red  Barker.  J  he  room  was  tastefully  decorated  for 
the  occasion,  a  special  feature  being  a  beautifullv-exe- 
outed  banner,  extending  the  whole  of  one  side  o'f  the 
largo  room,  on  which  (in  various  colours,  and  amidst 
innumerable,  and  in  some  cases,  un-namable  fishes),  was 
inscribed  Welcome  to  Southwark  and  the  Blackfriars 
Anglers.  1  he  host  and  hostess  received  quite  an  ovation 
for  the  way  in  which  they  catered  for  the  club,  and  it  was 

wolL  <!fS?1'v?d’  lh9  uc9lal  loyal  and  incidental  toasts 
were  duly  honoured.  Prizes  to  thc  value  of  £17  were 
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distributed,  and  nearly  twenty  promised  for  the  ensuing 
season.  A  friend  of  the  host  was  so  delighted  with  “  The 
Anglers, "  that  ho  asked  to  be  made  a  member  and  pro¬ 
mised  a  prize.  The  chef  d'osuvre  will  be  the  “Host’s 
Prize,.’  an  original  water-colour  drawing,  by  himself,  given 
for  best  specimen  for  the  year.  That  remnant  of  barbarism 
—gross  weight— is  not  extinct  among  the  Blackfriars,  but 
I  think  the  loudest  crokers  ancnt  the  scarcity  of  fish, 
need  not  grumble  at  1811b.  8Joz.  for  a  year’s  fishing!  I 
notice  a  recent  report  lamenting  the  low  figures  for  the 
“  gross  ”  in  their  club.  We  do  not  apologise  ;  but  I  expect 
it  would  have  been  heavier  if  we  could  have  got  them. 
The  society  is  now  under  new  management.  Mr.  Frank 
Roberts  is  the  secretary  (who  has  kindly  taken  offico  in 
consequence  of  increased  calls  upon  my  time),  and  in  the 
words  of  the  host  and  treasurer,  who  certainly  does  his 
level  best  to  make  the  club  a  success,  “That  with  all  new 
officers,  a  powerful  committee,  and  young  blood ,  the 
society  should  be  three  times  stronger,  numerically  and 
financially,  this  time  next  year.”  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  all  those  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  been 
brought  into  contact  during  my  two  and  a-half  years’ 
tenure  of  office  as  treasurer  and  secretary,  for  the  kind¬ 
ness  I  have  received  at  their  hands,  and  should  be  pleased 
to  receive  personal  correspondence  at  14,  Stam ford-street, 
Blackfriars ;  and  to  say,  finally,  that  this  is  the  last  re¬ 
port  from—  G.  H.  Howard,  hon.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  the  14th  Mr.  Rundle 
had  a  nice  trout;  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Taylor,  barbel,  lib.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Ewin,  barbel,  91b.;  Mr.  West,  dace.  The  society 
standard  for  fish  are— jack,  20in. ;  barbel,  loin. ;  chub,  12in.; 
bream,  12in. ;  trout,  12in. ;  carp,  lOin. ;  grayling,  loin. ; 
tench,  9in. ;  roach,  8in. ;  perch,  9in. ;  rudd,  Tin. ;  dace.  Tin.; 
gudgeon,  Sin.  The  club  summer  outing  will  take  place  on 
July  19,  atlKing’s  Langley.— J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.— On  Tuesday  last,  16th  inst., 
we  had  a  most  successful  smoker,  assisted  by  a  few 
friends,  in  faqt,  the  time  had  gone  before  we  finished  our 
programme.  We  intend  to  hold  these  more  often  than 
before.  Our  worthy  host  and  member  has  made  a  very 
large-hearted  offer  in  connection  with  the  same  which  we 
intend  to  embrace.  We  made  fournew  members  and  have 
two  others  proposed.— T.  Hawke,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn. — Our  first  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  the 
28th  inst.,  roving,  between  Langley  and  Slough  ;  all  to  go 
down  by  the  first  train.  Those  members  who  come  down 
later  must  report  themselves  to  the  first  member  he  comes 
to.  The  election  of  officers  on  quarter  nighc  was  as  follows: 
Mr.  W.  Tanner,  president ;  Mr.  J.  Tanner,  vice ;  Messrs.  E. 
T.  Lake,  Smith,  Hunt,  Pickett,  and  Farnie,  committee ; 
Messrs.  E.  Neall  and  E.  T.  Lake  auditors,  who  went 
through  the  accounts  and  found  them  quite  correct,  and  a 
heavy  balance  left  with  our  treasurer,  Mr.  Hewing.  This 
society  is  fast  recovering  its  old  form,  having  made  four 
new  members  last  Wednesday.— E.  W.  Wood,  hon.  sec. 

Causton  Angling  Society.  —  Coffee  Pot  Tavern, 
Warwick-lane,  City— Monday,  June  15,  two  new  members 
were  enrolled.  A  competition  for  specimen  barbel,  roach, 
and  dace  was  arranged  for  July  12.  Gentlemen  who  may 
favour  the  Causton  A.S.  with  a  visit  on  any  Monday 
evening  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome. — John  Smith, 
hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 

The  Pulborough  Competition  Committee  met  at  the  Funny 
Folks  A.S.,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  on  Wednesday. 
Mr.  Medcalf  occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  a 
good  muster  of  delegates  from  the  various  clubs.  Several 
important  details  were  decided  upon,  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  day  of  the  competition  are  well  in 
hand.  It  was  decided  to  allow  the  winners  to  choose  their 
prizes  instead  of  making  a  list  to  betaken  in  rotation.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  competition  committee  will  be  held  at 
the  Alma  A.S.,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street,  Strand,  on 
Thursday  next,  25th  inst.  at  9  p.m.  Gentlemen  willing  to 
assist  as  stewards  will  oblige  by  sending  their  names 
to  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  39,  Thorburn-square, 
Bermondsey,  and  with  whom  secretaries  not  having 
received  a  book  of  tickets  should  at  once  communicate. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  Bride- 
lane,  Ludgate-circus.— Mem  bers  requiring  privilege  tickets 
please  to  communicate  with  the  secretary.  We  have  room 
for  a  few  more  members  either  active  or  honorary.  The 
subscription  for  active  members  ten  pence  per  month. 
Honorary,  five  shillings  per  annum,  which  includes  privi¬ 
lege  card.  Meeting  nights  Thursday  and  Sunday.— Cas. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington.— On  Wednesday  night  a  good  number  of 
members  showed  up,  and  some  good  business  was  done. 
A  new  member  proposed  on  Wednesday  last  was  ballotted 
for  and  duly  elected,  three  fresh  names  being  placed  on 
the  club  books  for  election  on  Wednesday  next,  when 
members  are  requested  to  attend  early.  Several  members 
have  been  out,  but  with  no  success. — Alf.  Evans,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United.— The  next  return 
visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerken- 
well-green,  on  Thursday,  June  25.  At  a  delegate  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  above  on  Thursday.  June  11,  it  was  decided  to 
fish  the  first  competition  at  Y  aiding,  on  July  26,  roving. 
The  delegates  will  meet  again  on  July  2.  We  have 
vacancies  for  two  more  societies  on  our  list. — F.  Cartell, 
hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road. 
—The  eleventh  annual  dinner  took  place  on  the  10th  inst., 
Mr.  F.  Handover  in  the  chair.  After  dinner  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  took  place;  the  list  was  then  opened  for  this 
year,  and  prizes  valued  at  £12  promised.  After  a  few 
remarks  from  the  chairman,  harmony  was  indulged  in, 
and  I  thank  those  friends  who  visited  us  and  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  evening.  The  dinner  was  served  by 
Mr.  Debus,  Pimlico  -  road.  Members  can  have  their 
privilege  tickets  by  applying  for  them.  -  A.  Smith,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel. 
Eastbourne-terrace,  W. — It  was  resolved,  at  a  meeting 
held  last  Wednesday,  that  as  we  have  now  a  private  fish¬ 
ing,  the  number  of  members  shall  be  limited.  We  have 
seven  vacancies,  and  any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  we 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  (gross  weighters  need  not 

aICrown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  Clerken well-green,  E.C.  —  A  return 
visit  of  angling  clubs  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District 
Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  the  above,  on  Thursday, 
June  25.  Chair  taken  at  8.30  precisely.  Chairman,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Burwash  ;  pianist,  Mr.  A.  Greily. — C.  Walter, 
secretary. 

Eagle'  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham.— 
The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  head¬ 
quarters,  Eagle  Hotel,  Tottenham,  on  Thursday,  June  4. 
E,  B.  Ridgway,  Esq.,  presided,  and  Mr,  H.  T.  Haslewood 


occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  repast  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  worthy  host.  An  appropriate  toast  list  had 
been  arranged,  Mr.  If.  Fowler  proposed  the  toast  of  the  | 
evening— viz.,  “The  Eagle  Angling  Society,”  which  hesaid 
was  widely  known  as  a  most  successful  one.  Proof  of  their 
ability  at  the  piscatorial  art  was  clearly  shown  in  the 
present  Tottenham  exhibition,  wherein  was  contained  a 
handsome  display  of  fish  caught  by  members  of  that 
society.  The  toast  having  been  cordially  drunk,  the 
chairman  responded.  He  desired  to  thank  them  for  the 
honour  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  in  electing  him  their 
president  three  years  in  succession.  He  was  glad  that 
angling  societies  were  paying  more  attention  than  they 
had  previously  done  to  specimen  fish  rather  than  to  the 
gross  weight  caught ;  and  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  that 
the  Eagle  Society  was  prominent  in  regard  to  the  new 
departure.  Indeed  some  of  the  prizes  had  not  been  taken, 
because  the  standard  of  the  fish  had  been  placed  too  high 
by  the  society.  Mr.  W.  B.  Croft  proposed : — “  The  Broads 
Defence  Fund,  and  the  defendant  R.  Vincent,”  and  con¬ 
gratulated  anglers  upon  the  noble  position  which  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  R.  Vincent,  in  endeavouring  to  maintain  the 
open  rights  of  fishing  in  the  Norfolk  Broads,  which  had 
been  assailed,  and  proposed  success  to  the  fund  ;  and  was 
pleased  to  find  that  a  subscription  list  had  already  been 
opened  by  the  Eagle  Society,  which  had  been  started  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Vincent  as  defendant.  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  “The  President  and  Vice-presidents,” 
gave  a  short  resume  of  the  origin  of  the  society,  which  for 
the  last  three  years  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  Mr. 
Ridgway,  an  ardent  fisherman,  as  their  president ;  with 
such  a  president,  and  a  strong  list  of  vice-presidents,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  the  society  was  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  Mr*  Ridgway  and  Mr.  Haslewood  responded. 
The  proceedings  were  satisfactory  throughout,  and  an 
interesting  feature  of  the  programme  was  the  presentation 
of  prizes- these  were  Mr.  Barlow’s  prize  (a  handsome 
marble  clock)  to  Mr.  Haslewood,  Dr.  Hall’s  prize  of  one 
guinea  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Graham  Bennett’s  prize  of  half  a  guinea 
to  the  same  gentleman.  Mr.  Howard’s,  prize  of  half  a 
guinea,  for  the  largest  pike  caught  in  any  water,  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  Coombs,  and  Mr.  Hasle wood’s  prize  of  one 
guinea,  at  a  roving  match  between  Rye  House  Bridge  and 
St.  Margaret’s  Lock,  was  captured  by  Mr.  C.  Ashmore. 
Last  but  not  least,  was  the  presentation  of  the  subscription 
silver  cup,  value  £7,  to  Mr.  J.  Dwyer,  who  was  greatly 
becomes  the  happy  possessor  of  it.— T.  F.  B(arlow), 
hon.  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field,  S.W.— The  members  of  the  above  society  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  the  17th,  when  a  capital  repast  was  done 
ample  justice  to  by  a  strong  muster  of  members  and  their 
friends.  Following  the  dinner  was  a  concert  and  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  prizes,  the  principal  prize-winners  being 
Messrs.  Rowsell,  Waterman,  Westbourn,  Gomm,  Bruce, 
and  Bird.  The  concert  was  a  great  success.— R.  W. 
Bird,  hon.  sec. 

Enstonian  Angling  Society,  King’s  Head,  Swinton- 
street,  King’s  Cross.— On  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  Abbott  gives 
a  prize  of  10s.  6d.,  to  be  fished  for  at  Amberley  only.  All 
fish,  bar  jack.  Members  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend 
on  Wednesday  at  8.30  o’clock.— R.  Neale,  sec. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society,  Post  Office 
Hotel,  Noble-street,  E.C.— Several  of  the  members  of  the 
society  were  out  for  prizes  on  the  16th,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  not  a  prize  was  won,  all  the  members  returning 
home  too  late  for  weighing-in,  so  the  prizes  will  be  com¬ 
peted  for  again,  due  notice  being  given  of  date.— L.  W. 
Donne,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury -park, 
N.— I  wish  to  infcrm  members  and  friends  that  a  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Monday 
next,  June  22,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.  fund,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  roomful,  as  the  boxes  are  to  be  emptied.  A  special 
meeting  is  called  for  Monday,  June  29,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  secretary’s  resignation.  The  new  privilege 
tickets  are  in  hand,  and  all  members  wishing  to  have  theirs 
must  be  clear  on  the  books  up  to  last  quarterly  night.— A. 
Payne,  sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal- 
hill.— The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  took  place  on  the 
4th  inst.,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected Pre¬ 
sident,  E.  Spencer  Slidolph,  Esq.;  vice-presidents,  J.  B. 
Orr,  Esq.,  F.O.S  ,  and  G.  H.  Dowsett,  Esq. ;  chairman,  Mr. 
J.  Dryden ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  Howitt;  committee, 
Messrs.  G.  H.  Young,  H.  Ware,  G.  Webb,  H.  Edwards,  W. 
Church,  C.  A.  Woolnough,  W.  Marshall,  and  B.  Lawrence  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Murrin ;  secretary,  G.  J.  Toynbee. 
Members,  friends,  and  brother  anglers  will  kindly  note 
that  our  meeting  night  is  now  Wednesday  instead  of 
Thursday,  as  heretofore.  Mr.  A.  Lawrence  was  elected  a 
full  member  of  the  society.  Mr.  G.  H.  Young  weighed  in 
the  first  Thames  trout  of  the  season,  a  beautifully-propor¬ 
tioned  fish  of  the  Wycombe  breed,  of  nearly  5Jlb.,  taken  at 
Chertsey,  with  George  Rosewell  in  attendance.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  turn  up  in  full  force  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  24th,  when  some  business  of  much  importance 
will  be  discussed  ;  nine  sharp.  Those  requiring  privilege 
tickets  please  let  me  know  at  once.— G.  J.  Toynbee,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  weekly  meeting, 
last  Tuesday,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  R.M.S.,  was  in  the  chair. 
The  committee  reported  that  they  had  met  and  arranged 
a  programme  of  meetings,  entertainments,  & c.,  for  the  re¬ 
maining  half  of  the  present  year.  Two  new  members 
were  elected  and  one  proposed.  Mr.  T.  W.  White  reported 
having  caught  seven  trout  averaging  about  a  pound  each 
in  the  past  week ;  Mr.  Fletcher  had  caught  one  of  lib.  6Joz. 
and  one  of  loioz. ;  Mr.  Close  had  also  caught  a  brace  and 
a-half  in  the  Darenth,  and  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Young 
had  captured  a  Thames  trout  of  51b.  44oz.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  presented  the  society  with  “Sketches  of  Rams¬ 
gate,”  for  which  he  was  thanked.  The  secretary  read  a 
paper  on  “  Fly-fishing  and  Fly-fishing  Tackle,”  showing 
several  special  casts  to  be  made  to  suit  difficult  circum¬ 
stances,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him.  The 
honorary  curator  and  librarian  placed  on  the  table  for  the 
inspection  of  the  members  about  fifty  books  on  fly-fishing, 
being  part  of  his  private  library,  for  which  he  was  thanked. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Portobello,  Tur- 
ville-street,  Church-street,  E.— The  next  return  visit,  No.  1, 
Eastern  District,  will  take  place  at  the  above,  on  Monday, 
22nd  June.  Our  members  having  of  late  shown  up  at  these 
visits  in  good  force,  hope  their  brother  anglers  will  return 
the  compliment.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood  Tavern, 
Seven  Sisters-road,  Finsbury  Park.— We  had  a  good  muster 
of  brother  anglers  on  the  12th  and  14th  inst.,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  say  we  are  still  enrolling  new-comers.  We  have  an 
excellent  lot  of  prizes  already  for  the  coming  season,  A 
few  trout  have  been  taken  by  two  or  three  of  our  members. 
Our  meeting  night  has  again  to  be  altered  to  Thursday, 
when  I  hope  to  see  some  new  friend.— J.  T.  G.,  sec, 


Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— Any  members,  requiring 
privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by  letting  me  know  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  proposed  five  honorary  members  last  meet¬ 
ing  night,  and  are  open  for  a  few  more,  and  working 
members  also.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  members 
as  possible  next  Tuesday,  as  I  might  have  something 
special  to  say  to  them.— Snap. 

Isle  of  Man  Anglers’  Association.-  A  meeting  of 
the  above  association  was  held  on  Thursday,  at  the  Talbot 
Hotel,  Douglas.  The  President  (Mr.  S.  J.  Harris)  in  the 
chair.  The  following  members  were  also  present :— Messrs. 
Colquhoun,  Collister,  Faragher,  Welsby,  Lawrie,  Royston, 
Hindley,  and  Malden  (hon.  sec.)  It  was  resolved  that  the 
secretary  communicate  with  the  conservators  strongly 
advising  them  to  place  yearling  and  two  year  old  trout  in 
the  various  streams  instead  of  forming  a  fish  hatchery,  as 
suggested  by  the  conservators,  as  it  has  been  proved  by 
the  highest  authorities  in  angling  that  the  introduction  of 
fry  is  most  injudicious  and  has  not  resulted  beneficially. 
The  secretary  was  also  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Inspector  of  Rivers  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  poaching  done  on  the  streams,  and  ask  him 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent  the  same,  and  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice  and  press  for  heavy  penalties.  The 
secretary  was  further  instructed  to  write  to  the  Water 
Committee  and  to  ascertain  at  what  terms  the  reservoirs 
can  be  rented  at  per  annum  or  for  longer  terms.  Several 
new  members  were  enrolled,  and  many  valuable  prizes 
offered  for  competition  during  the  season,  a  list  of  which 
can  be  seen  on  the  notice  board  at  headquarters  (Talbot 
Hotel.) 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  com¬ 
peted  for  four  special  prizes  at  Harlow,  on  Wednesday, 
June  17.  Not  one  succeeded  in  taking  the  required  weight, 
so  they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday,  July  1,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hatfield  Peveril ;  same  conditions. 
There  are  four  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  at 
Amberley— between  Timberly  Bridge  and  the  park— on 
June  21.  Towing-path  only.  Mr.  George  Rogers  weighed 
in  some  nice  chub  and  dace  on  Wednesday,  June  17.  Mr. 
W.  Clarke  had  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  also  had  roach.— 
H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Wheatsheaf 
Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush.— Mr.  Alfred  Love  presided  over 
a  well-attended  meeting  on  Friday  evening  last,  and  was 
supported  by  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Cotton.  Two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  the  names  of  four  others  were 
nominated,  thus  again  bringing  our  total  over  one  hun¬ 
dred.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £4  14s.  6d.  were  added  to  our 
already  large  list,  making,  a  sum  of  over  £38  to  be  fished 
for.  Members  must  therefore  see  that  all  their  tackle  is 
in  perfect  order  before  starting,  so  as  not  to  throw  a  chance 
away.  Members  are  reminded  of  the  roving  match  on  the 
21st  inst.,  when  it  is  hoped  that  success  will  attend  all  that 
wet  their  lines.  Secretaries  please  note  that  in  future  our 
headquarters  will  be  at  the  Queen  of  England  Hotel,  Gold- 
hawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush.— J.  Salter,  hon.  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.- On  Wednesday  last  Mr. 
Mayor  was  unanimously  elected  a  working  member  of 
this  society.  Mr.  Lisemore  was  proposed  for  membership, 
and  will  be  carried  in  the  usual  way  next  week.  On  the 
21st  a  match  will  take  place  at  Windsor  for  four  prizes,  all 
to  start  by  nine  o’clock  train  from  Paddington,  and  return 
by  8.5  from  Windsor. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  had  again  a 
first-class  meeting  last  week,  all  the  officers  putting  in  an 
appearance, amostencouragingfeature,  which  undoubtedly 
gives  a  go  to  the  proceedings.  Nothing  very  particular  was 
before  the  meeting,  but  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  T.  Ford, 
Caistor,  on  fish  for  stocking  purposes,  &c.,  which  gave 
satisfaction.  One  gentleman  was  nominated  for  member¬ 
ship.  I  regret  to  inform  those  anglers  who  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  fishing  in  the  Vyrniew,  between  Llanymynech 
Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tanat,  that  the  fishing  and 
shooting  has  been  let.  During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
many  hundreds  of  pounds  have  been  brought  into  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Llanymynech  by  anglers,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
letting  of  this  fishing  will  result  in  a  great  falling  off  in  this 
direction,  and  yet  the  inhabitants  sit  and  twiddle  thtir 
thumbs,  and  let  this  retrograde  step  be  taken  to  their 
detriment  without  making  a  single  effort  to  prevent  it. 
There  promises  to  be  a  big  gathering  at  our  outing  on 
the  18th.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Friendly  Angling  Association, 

150,  West  Derby-road,  Liverpool.  A  few  members  have 
been  out,  but  have  met  with  very  little  success,  as  fish 
seem  very  backward  this  season.  We  have  several  prizes 
for  specimen  fish  during  the  present  season,  no  fish  to 
weigh  in  under  the  following  weight Pike  not  under  21b.; 
chub,  lib. ;  bream,  lib. ;  roach  and  rudd,  8oz. ;  grayling 
and  trout,  8oz. ;  carp  and  tench,  12oz. ;  perch,  lOoz. ; 
gudgeon,  loz.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  next 
meeting,  as  we  have  our  second  match  to  propose.  We 
are  enjoying  splendid  weather  at  present.— T.  C.  Segar. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple.  Carlisle- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.— The  members  and  friends  of 
this  well-known  society  left  by  brake  at  nine  a.m.  on  the 
14th  inst.,  for  the  North  Star,  Langley,  where  we  held  our 
annual  dinner  and  outing,  when  thirty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  spread,  provided  by  David 
Pithouse,  the  esteemed  host.  Mr.  Carter,  of  the  Rifle 
Angling  Society,  officiated  as  chairman,  faced  by  our  old 
friend,  Mr.  Barnett,  tackle  manufacturer.  Church-street, 
Lisson-grove.  The  toast  to  the  success  of  the  Marylebone 
Angling  Society  was  drunk  with  great  enthusiasm,  and 
the  health  to  the  host  and  hostess  was  drunk,  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pithouse  for 
the  way  they  provided  the  dinner  and  tea.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  following :  Mr.  Carter,  chairman  ; 
Mr.  Barnett,  vice ;  and  to  the  stewards  who  arranged  the 
above  outing,  which  was  a  grand  one,  especially  the 
iourneyby  road.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared  we  went 
different  rambles  surrounding  the  picturesque  village  and 
returned  to  a  first-class  tea  at  5.30,  and  at  6.45  we  started 
for  London,  and  after  a  pleasant  drive,  via  Colnbrook, 
Harmondsworth  and  Hounslow,  we  reached  our  club  at 
10.30,  and  everybody  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.— 
B.  A.  _ 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s-walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road.— We  had  quite  a  busy 
meeting  on  Tuesday.  Some  of  our  members  were  out 
trout  fishing  last  week,  but  came  back  with  empty  creels, 
not  taking  any  fish  to  reach  our  standard,  our  club  being 
one  that  only  weigh  in  specimen  fish.  Two  more  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  made  during  the  evening.  I  hope  all  gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  will  do  so  as  quickly  as  possible  as  they 
will  the  sooner  be  eligible  for  prizes,  of  which  we  have  a 
good  number  at  present.  Our  first  outing  for  prizes  this 
will  be  on  June  21  at  King’s  Langley,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  at  the  station. — J.  Comber,  sec. 
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New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— Our  opening  competition  of  the  season  has  been 
fixed  for  Thursday  next,  at  Southend,  where  we  pay  our 
respects  to  the  briny.  It  is  to  be  a  rod  and  line  competi¬ 
tion  from  boats,  all  fish  except  shell  fish,  to  weigh  in. 
The  train  starts  from  Fenchurch-street  at  6.30  a.m.  The 
meeting  to-night  (Thursday),  was  a  crowded  one,  Mr. 
Grimmett  took  the  chair.  Mr.  A.  Matthews  weighed  in 
71b.  of  barbel,  chub,  and  dace  from  Staines. — A.  15. 
Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road,  Highbury.— We  met  as  usual  on  Wednesday,  and 
elected  a  new  member.  A  grand  smoking  concert  will 
take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  July  6th,  to  inaugurate 
the  foundation  of  the  above  club  ;  a  good  array  of  talent 
have  promised  to  attend.  I  hope  the  secretaries  of  other 
clubs  will  take  note  of  the  above  date,  so  as  not  to  clash  by 
having  a  visit  on  that  night.— H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

North-Western  Angling  Club,  Lord  Southampton, 
Southampton-road,  Maitland  Park.— A  special  general 
meeting  is  called  for  Thursday  next,  June  25,  when  I  hope 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  every  member  present  to 
conduct  the  important  business  that  will  be  brought  for¬ 
ward  that  evening.  The  return  visit  of  the  Central 
Association,  took  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday  last, 
when  Mr.  Taylor  occupied  the  chair,  but  having  to  leave 
early  Mr.  Marshall,  of  the  Camden  A.C.,  kindly  took  his 
place  ;  Mr.  Holman  was  in  the  vice-chair.  The  following 
thirteen  clubs  were  represented :  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Camden.  Great  Northern,  Independent,  Islington,  Lincoln’ 
North-Western,  Odds  and  Evens,  Seymour,  North-London, 
Amicable  Brothers’,  Phoenix,  Bostonians.  The  next  visit 
will  go  to  the  Odds  and  Evens. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia. 
Bevenden-street,  Hoxton.— The  next  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  will  take  place  at  the  above  address  on  Mon¬ 
day,  June  29.  I  shall  be  glad  if  secretaries  of  clubs  on  this 
association  will  notice  the  new  address  as  several  letters 
have  lately  gone  wrong.— J.  Cuthbert,  sec. 

Original  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  the  Web 
lington,  South-street,  Hercules  Buildings,  Lambeth,  S  E  — 
We  held  our  usual  meetings  on  the  14th  and  16th,  when 
there  was  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends  present. 
Mr.  W.  Budd  and  Mr.  J.  Mann  were  elected  as  stewards  to 
peg  out  for  our  match  on  the  21st.  A  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  J une  23  to  arrange  prizes  for  present  season. 

I  beg  to  inform  members  that  the  privilege  tickets  are  now 
ready.— J.  Mann,  sec. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.— Our  quarterly  meeting 
took  place  on  the  17th,  when  a  lot  ot  business  was  got 
through.  Mr.  Parsons  was  elected  chairman,  and  Messrs 
Fautley,  Steedman,  and  Holt  to  act  as  committee  for  the 
ensuing  quarter.  Messrs.  Robson  and  Mendham  were 
duly  elected  members  of  this  society.  Mr.  Gozer  brought 
in  a  nice  lot  of  roach,  the  first  show  of  the  season.  The 
first  match  will  take  place  on  the  21st,  at  Yalding.— A  G 
Duke,  sec. 

,,*5®”**  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W.— We  fish  for  several  prizes  at  Colnbrook,  on  the  21st 
starting  by  brakes  from  club-house,  seven  o’clock  sharp. 
All  members  please  note.— W.  Elbourn,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Golborne-road,  North 
Kensington.— On  Wednesday  we  had  a  first-class  meeting 
when  several  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members.  A 
match  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  July  12,  and  I 
hope  members  will  take  note  of  this  and  attend  in  force  to 
make  the  conditions  on  Wednesday,  June  24,  which  is  very 
important  to  all.— J.  W.  Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe.  Lisson- 
grove.— The  return  visit  of  the  above  society  took  place 
last  Tuesday.  The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Wright  of 
the  Jubilee,  faced  by  Mr.  Milburn,  of  the  Marylebone 
Angling  Society.  Some  capital  songs  were  rendered 
during  the  evening,  and  on  the  roll  being  called  thirteen 
clubs  answered  to  the  call,  for  which  I  beg  to  thank  them 
At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  the  secretary  was  kept 
busy  in  issuing  the  new  privilege  tickets.  Three  new 
members  were  elected,  and  our  host  and  his  son  were  pro¬ 
posed  as  honorary  members.— W.  B.,  sec. 

Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Horse  Shoe  and  Magpie. 
Great  Bath-street.  Clerkenwell.— The  21st  being  the  annual 
excursion  of  this  society  to  Amberley,  members  and 
friends  are  reminded  that  the  trains  leave  London  Bridge 
6.55  a.m.,  and  to  provide  themselves  with  tickets  at  Mr 
Eldndge’s  previous  to  that  date.  Members  are  also  re¬ 
quested  to  be  present  early  next  Wednesday  to  appoint 
auditors  and  other  matters  of  business.— J.  Skinner  sec 
Royai  George  Angiing  Society,  the  Hope  Tavern,' 

1  ottenham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— Our  first  outing 
of  the  season  will  take  place  on  the  21st,  at  Henley  when 
I  trust  all  members  will  show  up.  There  is  a  few  vacancies 
for  gentlemen  desirous  of  ioining  an  old-established  club. 

F  ull  information  can  be  obtained  any  Wednesday  or  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  from  nine  to  eleven.— F.  C.  Longland 
xTR?i>r?,1  0a£  AngHng  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow,  E.— We  opened  our  season  on  Tuesday,  June  16 
Mr.  Perry  weighed  in  roach,  lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  A.  Barclay’ 
51b.  6oz.  Members  go  out  for  two  prizes  on  June  21,  first 
and  second  gross  weight,  any  open  water;  also  those 
members  that  did  not  win  a  prize  last  season  fish  for 
two  others  the  same  conditions.  When  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  show  of  fish.— A..  Barclay,  sec. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street.  Lamheth. — We  had  our  annual  dinner  on 
the  11th,  at  the  Black  Dog  and  Duck  Inn,  Bury  Pulboro’ 
which  was  a  great  success.  The  host  served  up  the  viands 
and  drinks  in  good  style,  and  the  members  were  one  and 
all  very  well  pleased  with  all  the  arrangements.  After  we 
had  our  fill  several  members  promised  some  very  good 
half-yearly  and  yearly  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  particulars 
of  which  will  be  fully  stated  at  a  later  date.  Wednesday 
being  quarterly  night,  vve  had  a  good  muster  of  members 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  a  good  acquisition  has  been 
made  to  our  members  by  electing  and  proposing  some  very 
good  gentlemen  and  anglers.— J.  Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  32,  Chalton- 
street,  Euston-road.—  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  on 
l  uesday  next,  for  the  election  of  chairman,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  (,.  May  resigned.— S.  Cane,  sec. 

Shepherds’  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush  Hotel, 
Shepherds  Bush  Green.— Members  will  kindly  note  that  we 
fish  a  roving  match  on  the  21st  inst.,  for  two  prizes.  All 
ftsh^orJthls  competition  to  be  weighed  in  at  the  club-house 
on  the  day  of  capture.  We  hope  very  shortly  to  be  in  a 
position  to  issue  our  bye-laws  and  prize  list.  Members  to 
date  24.— Crystal  Hook. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane  Covent-garden.— Tuesday  last  being  the 
opening  night  of  the  season  we  had  expected  to  use  the 
scales,  but  instead  used  the  ballot-box,  one  new  member 
being  elected  and  three  proposed.  Members  are  reminded 


that  the  old  privilege  tickets  are  out  of  date.  As  the  prize 
list  for  the  coming  season  will  shortly  be  arranged,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of  donors  (with  conditions) 
of  any  more  prizes  not  already  on  the  list.— Pelican 
South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— The 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  ho  paid  to  the  Waggoners 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  Vauxhall 
Cross,  on  Tuesday,  the  30th,  when  I  hope  they  will  be  well 
supported.  The  first  friendly  competition  of  the  season 
bet  ween  the  clubs  enrolled  on  this  list  for  a  series  of  money 
prizes  and  also  a  marble  timepiece,  presented  by  Mr. 
Kenvoize,  of  the  St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  will  take 
place  at  Amberley  on  July  15,  tickets  for  same  having  been 
sent  to  every  society  on  list.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society — At  our  last  meeting  one 
new  member  was  elected  and  one  more  proposed.  Our  first 
match  arranged  and  other  business,  it  was  found  to  be  too 
late  for  Mr.  Jackson  to  read  his  paper,  so  it  was  postponed 
till  Friday,  June  12.  Secretaries  of  clubs  that  have  not 
made  a  return  of  the  tickets  sent  to  them  for  Mr 
Massey’s  concert,  will  oblige  by  doing  so  at  their  earliest 
convenience.— E.  Thorling. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  the  Dun  Horse 
Tavern  Kingsland-road,  E.— This  society  having  been  re¬ 
moved  to  the  above  address,  a  complimentary  visit  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  June  29.  This  being  a  house¬ 
warming,  we  solicit  the  co-operation  of  club  secretaries 
and  other  gentlemen  of  influenoe  among  anglers,  and 
friends,  to  assist  us  in  making  the  affair  a  success,  and 
giving  us  a  good  start  in  our  new  home.  Circulars  will  be 
sent  to  each  club  in  due  course.— T.  Gretton. 

Sundial  Angling  Society, Hammersmith. —On  June  21 

a  roving  competition,  members  may  go  where  they  please 
fish  from  bank  only,  ten  prizes,  no  fish  weighed  in  below 
the  raised  standard  of  measurement.— H.  R. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— The  members  of  the  above 
club  will  fish  their  first  match  on  the  21st  inst.  in  the  Med¬ 
way  for  several  money  prizes.  Hoping  there  will  be  a  good 
muster  on  this  date.— H.  Tyler,  sec 
Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon. 
Vauxball-cross.— We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  16th 
inst.,  Mr.  Morrmg  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Smith.  Eight 
new  members  were  proposed,  Messrs.  Mndford,  Offer 
Bray,  Hornsby,  Ball  Bird,  senior.  Bird,  junior,  and  Ross. 
a*A  ,  ballotted  for  next  week.  I  hope  members  wili 

attend  early  next  week  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  to  do 
Members  can  have  the  tickets  for  the  Amberley  match  bv 
applying  to  the  secretary  any  Tuesday  evening.  The  next 
visit  on  the  S.L.U.A.V.L.  goes  to  this  society  on  Tuesday 

House  see  6n  We  bope  to  be  wo11  suPPorted.— H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  St  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— At  a  meeting  held  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  17,  it  was  proposed  and  carried  that  a  special 
f^eral  meeting  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  June  24, 
at  8.30  sharp,  when  I  trust  that  all  members  will  be  pre¬ 
sent,  as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to  settle 
appertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  club  and  its  members  - 
O.  nIBBLE,  Sec. 

West  Ham  Hrothers  Angling  Society  Swan  TTnf-pi 
Broadway,  Stratford.— I  hope  our  members  will  not  forget 
at  PatcM  on, tbc  21st.  The  train  leaves  Strat- 
ford  for  renchurch-street  at  7.40,  and  I-  hope  our  members 
will  not  forget  that  it  is  our  quarterly  meeting  on  Wednes- 
d*L5!  oext,  ,Iune  24,  and  attend  well. — R.  Lowther  sec 
West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth’  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Several  of  our  members  journeyed  to 
Boston-road  to-day,  with  the  intention  of  trying  the 
Brentford  Piscatorials  subscription  water.  They  noticed 
at  the  lock-house  a  list  of  the  sizes  of  fish  allowed  to  be 
taken  trout  amongst  others.  The  list,  howover,  did  not 
specify  the  minimum  size  of  a  typhoid  fever,  which  would 
be  the  most  probable  catch  for  any  person  remaining  the 
longest  at  any  particular  spot,  as  the  water  was  most 
abominably  foul  and  quite  unbearable.  We  trust  in  their 

PuLa^<,?iIiShcrnnel\'S,inte-rest  £e.neral,J’  that  the  Brentford 
Piscatorials  will  take  immediate  steps  to  iectify  this 
nuisance.  One  of  our  members  asserts  that  the  stench  was 

secretary.  St°PPed  hiS  watch-~J-  J-  Hunter  hon! 

ThY^Kter  District  Angling  Association.- 

ine  members  of  this  association  are  having  a  run  of  good 
fortune.  All  the_ clubs  have  an  excellent  prize  list  for  the 

n8fm0n‘  Lasfc  WOukn"  e  were  ablc  t0  announce  the 
gift  of  a  fifteen  guinea  challenge  cup,  by  our  president  E 

™iP0Vriv  EsS-  to  he  fished  for  by  the  Worcester  clubs 
P  ^This  cup  I  received  from  that  gentleman 

Wlth  another,  value  four  guineas,  given  for  a 
game  fish  competition,  on  preserved  water,  which  will  be 
looked  forward  to  with  more  than  ordinary  interest 
Several  n'e,mbe™  of.  the  association  have  killed  some  fine 
baskets  of  trout  during  the  week  in  the  various  streams 
iluV^  tt  orccster,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Hubert 
Holland  had  some  capital  sport  on  the  Lugg,  Mr.  Bowen’s 
take  averaging  quite  ten  brace  per  day,  Mr.  Holland  being 

mhf  nYP’  the  flsh  ^ elng  ver7  flne  and  in  splendid  conditioJf 
I  he  close  season  for  coarse  fish  being  over  there  has  been  a 

chub  anddacebeS  taken’’  and  S°mC  VCry  R°°d  baskete  of 

!S  ‘ngAWanhc  d  Wednesday,  the  17th,  Mr.  Hesse  in  the 
chair  Another  now  member  was  elected.  Rule  30  re¬ 
garding  catches  having  been  entirely  altered,  members  arc 
{ftM*  D  reV?rn  their  books  of  rules  to  the  secretary  to 
LoiaC  ^be  alteration  noted.  As  our  meetings  will  now  be 
held  every  week  again  it  is  hoped  that  members  will 
turn  up  in  force.-IlY.  Richardson,  hon.  sec.  “llocrs  ™ 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

T?  P,nd  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 


f 30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

40  „  „  Putney. 

Add-!  45  ,.  ..  Hammer. 

smith. 

150  ,.  ..  Barnes. 


Add- 


55  min.  for  Kew. 

75  „  „  Riohmond. 

80  ..  ..  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

85  „  „  Teddington. 


Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2'o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it, 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London 


Bridge, 


Saturday,  June  20. . . 

Morning,  t 

Evening. 
0  33 

Sunday,  ,,  21... 

1  IQ 

Monday,  „  22... 

Tuesday,  „  23... 

Wednesdav.  ..  24... 

.  1,41  . 

.  2.22 . 

.  2.44 

3  29 

Thursday,  ,.  25... 

4  14 

Friday,  26... 

.  4.39 

.  5.  3 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 


Henry  J-  Tibbatts,  so  well  known  in  connection 
with  the  Association  of  London  anglers  and  club  anglers 
generally,  has  just  taken  “The  Citizen  ”  Hotel,  which  is 
c hurch ° °i  . Bishopsgate-street  (opposite  the 
sfntfnnl’  D  • 1  e  fc0  hjverpool-street  and  Broad-street 
hnvc  ^L  r?L  g  80  7 11  known,  Mr.  Tibbatts  hopes  to 
occasionally1  °  °f  Seeing  111  any  old  anSling  Mends 


PiKS’*  0i.ntment  and  Pills.-  V  Cure  for  Abscesses, 
Piles,  1  lstula,  and  Sores  of  every  description. -The  verv  satisfac- 

vlKy,/.hSe  ;;Srarif‘nig  frT  tl,e  use  of  t])is  invaluable  Ointment, 
when  the  patients  have  been  suffering  from  any  of  the  above  dis- 

lndu.ced  the  Medical  Profession  to  introduce  it  into 

Where  th6‘r  pr.'yate  Police,  and  in  many  instances 

where  the  sufferer  was  considered  incurable,  Holloway’s  Ointment 
in  conjuncLonwith  his  Pills,  healed  the ’most  desperate  cases.’ 
They  are  also  unequalled  for  the  cure  of  scrofula,  scurvy,  and  all 
^  *”d.the  cares  they  effect  are  not  temporary 

°r,'1“rfect’  tor  by  (heir  purifying  powers  they  bring  about,  a 
™°st  b.en.eficial  change  in  the  whole  system,  and 

future  attacks1  of  ^l^sune  disease’.  ^  the  appr?ach  <*  all 


The  Lower  Thames — General  Remarks.— I  have 

received  from  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton,  the 
result  of  ten  years  trout  fishing  by  him  in  the  Lower 
Thames,  and  I  feel  much  indebted  to  him  for  it 
During  that  period  he  has  piloted  anglers  to  the  capture 
of  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  trout,  the  largest 

niTirri  h 'i  1 8oz“ ,  .and  altogether  making  a  gross 
l»3931b.  1^-oz.  his  smallest  result  was  in  the  year 
1880,  of  thirteen  trout  weighing  791b.  7oz.;  and  his  largest  in 
the  year  188o,  of  forty-six  trout,  weighing  1981b.  4oz.  This 
intelligent  fisherman,  as  I  can  practically  speak  of  him  as 
such,  appears  to  have  kept  a  complete  record  of  all  trout 
caa£ht  by  his  clients,  and  supplies  the  name  of  each  captor 
and  the  date  of  taking  the  flsh.  The  total  of  the  ten  years 
gives  an  average  of  about  thirty  flsh — his  first  three  seasons 
appear  to  have  been  the  worst,  but  the  total  of  last  season 
maintftmed  Hie  average  of  thirty  fish,  producing  a  total  of 
13/ lb.  34oz.  The  present  season  up  to  his  last  record  has 
been  an  unfortunate  one,  greatly  owing  to  the  untoward 
character  of  the  weather  for  trout  fishing,  and  at  times  the 
absence  of  customers.  Although  he  has  only  taken  about 
nr  teen  trout,  he  maintains  his  position  over  others  of  the 
class  ;  and  his  report  this  week  though  unsatisfactory  in 
the  loss  of  fish  he  has  made  an  important  addition.  At 
Staines,  John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  busy  this  last  week 

amongst  the  trout,  Ins  customers  taking  advantage  of  the 

time  before  the  general  angling  season  commences,  and  out 
of  seven  fish  taken  this  season  four  of  them  are  in  this 
week  s  return.  Many  of  the  regular  trout  anglers  have 
been  absent  from  the  river  this  season,  and  the  only  reason 
they  assign  for  it  is  the  ungenial  state  of  the  weather  and 
the  consequent  fear  of  running  a  cold  into  the  prevailing 
complaint.  I  shall  hope  next  week  to  have  something  to 
say  about  tho  general  fishing,  as  it  will  be  to  the  end  of  the 
week,  before  the  principal  visitors  will  put  in  an 
appearance.  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  many  punts  on  the 
river,  and  I  am  afraid  the  fish  will  not  be  found  in  a  verv 
forward  condition.— B.  * 

Richmond.— There  were  a  number  of  punts  out  on  “  the 
opening  day,  between  Richmond  and  Teddington,  but  the 
results  amongst  the  roach  and  dace  were  of  no  special 
character,  and  considering  the  backwardness  of  the  flsh 
were  better  than  expected. 

Surbiton  —One  of  the  anglers  succeeded  in  getting  a  fine 
carp  of  about  91b.,  and  amongst  the  other  anglers  there  was 
a  nice  quantity  of  bream. 

Hampton  CouRT.-William  Melbourne  writes  of  the 
openmg  day  The  fishing  this  year  will  be  very  late,  we 
have  all  been  out  but  done  nothing  worth  naming  ” 
SHEPPERTON-George  Rosewell  says:-“I  have  been 
three  days  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  general 
fishing  season— the  first  day  with  an  old  client  who  lost  four 
trout,  one  of  about  121b.,  which  got  unhooked  after  having 
been  on  some  time,  the  second  day  with  Mr.  Young  ;  a  fine 
W  ycombe  trout  of  ollb.,  and  lost  another;  and  the  third 
day  with  Mr.  G.  W.  Ellis,  two  handsome  trout,  one  weigh- 
mg  i  Jib-,  and  the  other  6*lb.  The  trout  have  been  well  on 
latel3r,  but  customers  have  not  come  as  they  ought  to  ” 

C hertse Y.  On  the  opening  day,  L.  Hackett  in  three 
hours  got  three  bream,  from  31b.  to  41b.  each,  and  one 
d°zen  of  roach.  Mr.  Dyer  caught  a  small  jack  which  he 
pl^,b^ck  agal?  5  Mr.  George  Palmer  fishing  at  the  Weir 
with  George  Rosewell,  hooked  a  fine  trout  which  managed 
to  break  away  taking  a  portion  of  the  tackle  with  it 
Staines -John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out  four  days 
amongst  the  trout,  on  the  first  day  with  Mr.  Robinson  of 
the  Glapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  who  got  a 
handsome  fish  of  51b. ;  the  second  day  with  Mr.  Morris 
one  of  51b. ;  the  third  day  with  Mr.  Colls  of  the  Clapton 
Angling  Society,  one  of  61b„  and  on  the  fourth  dav  with 
Mr.  Searle,  one  of  51b.  9in.  This  excellent  fisherman  during 
the  season  has  pi  oted  his  clients  to  the  capture  of  seven 
good  trout.  Charles  Stone  writes  :— “I  was  out  on  Mondav 
evening,  with  Messrs.  Howard  and  Smith  of  the  Friendl  v 
Anglers,  who  got  two  trout,  one  of  31b.  12oz.,  and  the  other 
-lb.  8oz.,  and  in  the  middle  of  last  week  with  the  same 
anglers  one  ot  41b.  and  another  of  21b.  Soz.,  I  have  landed 
six  trout  this  season  out  of  nine  runs,  and  there  are  some 
good  fish  left  yet.  I  have  been  out  to-day  (Tuesday)  with 
Messrs.  Howard  and  Smith,  the  same  party,  and  got  fifteen 
barbel  and  a  chub  of  41b.,  that  is  not  bad.  There Ire  lenty 
of  barbel  jumping,  and  orders  are  coming  in  freelv  -  ”  ■  7 

Upper  Thames — With  the  opening  of  coarse’flshing 
Tth  a  vengeancef  indeed  it  is  so  hft 

as  hardly  to  be  safe  to  be  m  a  punt  until  one  gets  acclima¬ 
tised  to  the  heat.  Fishermen  have  been  busy  during  the 
week  at  all  the  likely  waters,  and  I  glean  that  succef sfid 

3^i  aTbTnna-£rCOr]ipli^ed-aniid  roach-  chub,  and  lven 
hal_hcl.  In  the  Marlow  district  Mr,  Brown  has  had  a  trout 
of  oilb.,  and  daily  almost  watches  and  prays  for  a  big  fellow 
who  is  in  residence  in  the  Harleyford  waters .  At  Tempto 
on  Tuesday  a  patron  of  W.  Coster  took  four  good  chub 
and  a  barbel,  and  on  the  following  day  five  or  six  chub 
and  a  jack  Trout  of  aldermanic  proportions  are  in  evi 
dence  in  Temple  Weir  pool.  If  this  warmth  continues  ' 
gudgeon  will  soon  be  on  the  feed,  and  to  fill  up  the  mid 
day.  and  obtain  baits.  I  do  not  think  anglers can  indulge. 
m  any  more  raking  fun.-M4RLOW  Buzz,  ^  lnauigt. 
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Thames  (Richmond)!— Hem  auk  *t?le  Scene.—As  at 
the  other  fishing  resorts  along  the  Thames,  angling  for 
coarse  fish  was  again  Inaugurated  hero  on  Tuesday  last, 
and,  according  to  the  local  professional  fishermen,  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  successful  season.  Spawning  opera¬ 
tions  have  been  late  with  all  classes  of  fish,  and  I  am 
afraid  little  will  be  done  for  the  next  week  or  so.  How- 
fever,  results  will  prove.  Last  season  tvns  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  barbel  which  were  to  be  seen  “priming,” 
but,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  the  contrary  has  been 
the  case  up  to  the  present.  One  or  two  good  fish  have  been 
Observed  to  jump,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  from  the 
scene  witnessed  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond  Bridge  lately, 
that  the  stock  of  the  Barbus  vulgaris  is  as  good  as  ever. 
“The  ‘pigs  are  here  right  enough,”  remarked  a  local 
angler  to  me,  “but  they  won't  lay  hold,  the  beggars— least- 
ways,  they  wouldn’t  last  season.”  My  informant  believes 
they  will  bite  better  this  time.  I  hopo  so  sincerely.  He  is 
glad  they  haven’t  “primed  ”  so  much.  Much  interest  was 
manifested  here  recently  by  an  extraordinary  congregation 
of  fish  under  the  arches  of  the  bridge.  They  included 
barbel,  bream,  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The  water  was 
almost  black,  so  closely  packed  together  was  the  fish.  At 
the  arch  nearest  the  shore,  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the 
river,  there  was  only  about  3ft.  of  water,  but,  nevertheless, 
numerous  fine  roach  (some  were  Jib.  and  31b.  each)  were  to 
be  seen  there.  Severalof  the  bream  wereputdown  asweigh- 
ing  51b.  or  more.  Such  a  number  of  chub  have  not  been 
seen  together  here  (for  some  time.  The  fish  appeared  to 
greatly  enjoy  the  swift,  sharp  current,  and  the  gravelly 
bottom,  but  they  only  stayed  there,  so  I  am  informed, 
about  four  hours,  although  in  the  course  of  the  following 
day  a  few  of  the  fish  put  in  an  appearance  again.  From 
what  I  can  learn  they  seem  to  be  cleaning  themselves. 
Hundreds  of  people  were  the  spectators  of  the  remarkable 
scene.  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  report  some  good  baskets. 
At  the  present  time  the  boating  fraternity,  especially  on 
Sundays,  is  very  much  in  evidence,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  on  Sunday  last  I  saw  several  parties— hobble-de-hoys, 
disporting  themselves  on  the  river.  Such  gentlemen  as 
these  are  the  real  thorn  in  the  angler’s  side,  as  they  not 
unfrequently  (for  a  “barney,”  as  they  say)  make  special 
efforts  to  steer  into  one’s  swim,  and  then  when  politely 
remostrated  with  in  becoming  terms  to  disciples  of  the 
“gentle”  art,  deliver  a  volley  of  “Whitechapel”  in 
return.  Is  it  true  there’s  a  trout  or  two  at  Richmond? 
They  (the  fishermen)  say  so.  I  am  informed  that  one— I 
was  nearly  writing  “dappled  denizen  of  the  deep  !”— trout 
feeds  regularly  between  the  railway  and  town  bridges, but 
I  should  almost  fancy  that  the  water  is  too  disturbed,  and 
too  dirty  for  the  home  of  such  a  particular  fish  as  the  trout. 
Goosequill. 

Thames  (Staines).— The  season  here  opened  under  en¬ 
couraging  circumstances.  On  Tuesday  numerous  aDglers 
were  out,  including  a  gentleman  named  Hunt,  who  met 
with  some  rare  sport  fly-fishing  for  dace  on  the  shallows.  He 
made  a  basket  of  one  hundred  and  four  fish.  On  Thursday 
he  went  again  and  landed'a  dace  over  41b.  The  fish  were 
all  killed  with  the  Red  Ant.  OnlTuesday  Charles  Hone  was 
patronised  by  Messrs.  Howard  and  Smith,  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers’  Club,  London,  who  caught  fifteen  barbel  and  a 
chub  of  41b.  On  the  following  day  Hone’s  punt  brought 
home  eleven  more  barbel.  On  Thursday  Mr.  A.  Matthews, 
of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  London,  fishing  with  him 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  “Hook,”  landed  ten  barbel  and  a 
couple  of  chub.  All  day  long  on  Thursday  the  barbel  were 
jumping  about  in  every  direction  here  endeavouring  to 
clean  themselves.  Several  fish  almost  fell  into  the  punt. 
Nearly  all  the  fish  I  saw  were  affected  with  lice,  and  a 
similiar  remark  applies  to  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  I  saw 
several  barbel  jump  out  of  the  water  quite  three  feet  high. 
Whilst  in  the  air  they  gave  a  peculiar  shake,  and  I 
noticed  that  they  invariably  performed  a  somersault  and 
alighted  with  a  loud  splash  on  the  water.  I  found  the  lice 
mostly  congregated  between  the  head  and  dorsal  fin  of  the 
barbel,  which  perhaps  accounts  for  them  always  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fall  on  to  their  backs.  Several  persons  have  I  hear, 
been  ,  trying  for  trout,  and  patrons  of  C.  Hone  have 
lately  run  nine  fish,  caught  six,  and  lost  three.  The  largest 
one  caught  was  over  71b„  Information  reaches  me  that 
a  gentleman  secured  a  perch  of  about  l£lb.  the  other  day 
whilst  live-baiting  for  trout  with  a  bleak.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (Thursday  night)  the  water  is  in  fair  condition, 
but  twenty -four  hours  rain  would  be  very  acceptable. 
It  would  prove  a  blessing  to  the  afflicted  fish,  and  no 
doubt  bring  on  the  barbel  and  chub.  At  the  present 
time  the  best  bait  is  a  well-scoured  lob.,  and  ljegering  is 
the  most  profitable.— Goosequill. 

Thames  (Windsor).— There  were  but  few  anglers  out 
here  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Thames  coarse  fishing 
season.  A  rough  morning  rendered  the  bottom  fishers 
occupation  unpleasafitl  As  a  consequence  sport  was  poor, 
but  since  a  few  baskets  of  chub  and  roach  have  been 
caught.  Trout  have  been  playing  about  lately,  more  than 
in  the  early  spring.  Three  h&ve  been  caught— Mr.  Geen, 
of  Spiral  minnow  fame,  out  with  Lumsden  or  Hatchet, 
having  one  of  51b.;  Mr.  Birkett,  of  Ealing,  also  with  Lums¬ 
den,  one,  41b,;  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Harbard,  of  Eton,  fishing  from 
the  Cobler,  near  Windsor  Bridge,  one  of  21b.  lOioz. 
Water  very  low,  but  not  too  bright,  though  rain  would  im¬ 
prove  it.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Favoured  by  splendid  weather 
and  bold  waters  the  trout-fishing  in  the  local  becks— mostly 
private  -has  been  specially  good.  The  best  basket  I  have 
heard  of  this  season  was  taken  by  your  correspondent,  who 
had  twelve  trout,  weighing  just  over  101b.  The  largest 
fish  was  21b.,  whilst  eight  weighed  just  81b.,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  four,  21b.  Mr.  W.  Meanwell  got  one  good  fish 
from  the  same  water,  weighing  2ilb.  These  were  all  in 
the  primest  condition.  Another  basket  of  six  trout, 
weighing  nearly  51b.,  was  taken  on  Tuesday.  On  Monday, 
Messrs.  Dollington  and  Keen  caught  twenty  brace  with 
fly  on  a  local  reservoir.  The  Black  Gnat  did  most  execu¬ 
tion.  Both  Green  and  Gray  Drakes  are  now  on  in  full 
force,  and  Black  Gnats  continue  in  myriads.  The  fish  are 
simply  glutted  with  them.  The  coarse  fishing  season 
opened  most  auspiciously  on  the  Ancholme  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  anglers  were  out  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
the  locals  specially  so  in  the  evening.  Mixed  baskets  of 
fish  were  taken  all  the  way  from  Bishop  Bridge  to  Ferriby 
Sluice.  Messrs.  Hobhou3e  and  Shipley  tried  the  river-head, 
which  has  now  recovered  its  stock  ;  but  it  is  silting  up 
very  fast,  and  threatens  to  be  useless  for  fishing  in  a  few 
years’  time.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
last  severe  winter  has  not  operated  injuriously  either  on 
the  Ancholme  or  Trent  brooks.  Coarse  fish,  however,  are 
hardly  recovered  from  spawning  ;  many  roach  have  those 
black  spots  upon  them  which  often  follow  the  breeding 
season.—' Tiiomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton).— River  very  low  and  clear.  Las 
week  a  basket  of  121b.  was  killed  by  a  visitor,  and  anothe 
of  6]  lb.  by  a  resident.  Warmer.  Evening  fishing  extra 


good.  Killing  flies,  small  and  large,  Red  Spinner  and 
Black  Gnat.— IRON  BLUE. 

Cam,— All  along  tho  banks  of  this  river  I  saw  anglers 
busy,  and  some  of  them  took  some  very  fair  bream  and 
perch.— Wm.  HoWletT. 

Chichester  and  Sussex  Bi-Jars.— None  can  grumble 
at  the  weather  meted  out  to  us  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
coarse  fish  season.  Many  anglers  were  out,  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes,  sortie  of  tho  rods  at  Chichester  canal  of  the  latest 
improvised  form.  The  record  of  the  day’s  doings,  as  re¬ 
gards  quantity,  is  good  ;  but  specimen  fish  were  few  and 
far  between.  A  few  good  roach  have  been  taken  from  the 
Ouse  and  from  the  Adur— dace,  roach,  a  carp  of  31b.,  and 
some  good  flat  fish.  Fish  taken  at  Chichester  canal  were 
small,  and  waters  generally  would  be  much  improved  by  a 
freshet.  The  salt  water  devotees  are  having  good  sport 
among  the  bream  and  whiting,  but  the  bass  are  not  yet  in 
the  Channel  in  quantities.  Mullet  have  given  sport  at 
Littlehampton  Harbour,  but  the  smelt  are  not  feeding  well. 
—George  F.  Salter. 

Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— There  is  no  improvement  in 
the  drospects  for  anglers,  except  that  the  wind  has  at  last 
shifted  to  the  west  and  north  west,  but  the  almost 
total  absence  of  rain  for  the  last  three  weeks  has  reduced 
the  streams  to  the  scantiest  proportions.  In  fact  they  are 
so  low  that  poaching  is,  in  every  sense,  child’s  play  ;  and 
has  been  indulged  in  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  Angling 
Association  are  doing  what  they  can  to  prevent  it,  but  are 
hardly  sufficiently  backed  up  by  the  river  conservators. 
Sea  fishing  is  particularly  good  at  present,  and  from  either 
pier,  boat,  or  headland,  good  sport  can  be  obtained.  The 
first  mackerel  of  the  season  (an  honour  jealousy  fought  for) 
was  caught  on  Friday  last  by  your  correspondent.— Stormy 
Petrel. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.— Ed.] 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Mr.  G.  M.  Bond  took  three 
and  a-haif  brace  from  the  Birdsgrove  water  ;  whilst  from 
his  garden,  on  Saturday  last,  these,  with  the  fly  ;  Mr.  T. 
Barnes  filled  his  creel  on  an  adjacent  length  on  Friday, 
these  with  the  natural  minnow  ;  Mr.  Salisbury  Thomas 
took  nine  and  a-half  brace  on  Monday,  and  five  and  a- 
half  on  Tuesday,  before  noon,  with  the  natural  Drake ; 
the  Snelstone  keeper  took  five  large  trout  in  one  hour  from 
the  Snelstone  water  on  Tuesday  ;  Mr.  F.  Capper  took  five 
brace  from  Longford  brook  on  Saturday  ;  and  Mr.  Holmes, 
six  and  a-half  brace  from  Brailsford  brook ;  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Evans,  Darby  Abbey,  took  five  and  a-half  brace  from 
the  Okeover  water  on  Saturday  last.  The  live  Drake  and 
the  caterpillar  are  killing  best  in  Dove  Dale.  The  Drake 
has  only  just  come  well  on.  — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ash¬ 
bourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— At  last  there  is  a  plentiful  run  of  sea 
trout,  and  these  tasty  fish  can  be  bought  at  one  shilling 
per  pound.  They  are  not  coming  up  the  river  freely,  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  little  fresh  water  ;  but  the  Solway  fisher¬ 
men  are  reaping  their  harvest.  I  still  hear  complaints 
that  trout  are  taking  the  worm  badly,  though  Mr.  Humble, 
of  Chesterfield,  an  expert  summer  fisher,  is  making  some 
fair  baskets.  They  are  rising  well  to  fly  in  the  evenings, 
the  small  Blue  Dun  being  the  best  killer.  Mr.  Slater  is 
credited  with  131b.  and  151b.  this  week.  I  wonder  whether 
he  weighs  in  his  creel  and  strap,  as  so  many  anglers  do. 
If  so,  at  least  31b„  possibly  41b.  would  have  to  be  deducted. 
The  river  is  exceptionally  low,  and  wants  cleaning  out 
badly;  but  it  is  in  good  order  for  night  fishing.— Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— There  has  been  too  much 
“  thunder  in  the  air  ”  during  the  week  for  the  purposes  of 
angling,  and  sport  generally  has  been  very  poor.  Still, 
two  or  three  good  baskets  have  been  made.  With  the 
recent  rains  the  river  is  now  nicely  coloured,  and  with 
better  atmospheric  conditions  there  is  likely  to  be  some 
good  sport  soon.  There  have  not  been  many  salmon  run 
up  the  river  during  the  week,  and  there  will  not  be  much 
chance  of  anything  like  good  sport  until  we  havea  regular 
fresh.- J.  J.  Jackson. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  opening  of 
the  popular  fishing  of  this  district  was  assisted  by  fine 
weather.  There  was  a  heavy  thunderstorm  on  the  Mon¬ 
day  in  some  parts  of  the  fen  district,  but  it  did  not  continue 
long  enough  to  disturb  the  water,  which  was  reported  to 
be  in  fine  trim.  There  have  not  been  so  many  visitors  for 
the  first  week  as  there  sometimes  are,  andfrom  what  lean 
learn  the  success  has  only  been  moderate.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  mention  that  the  prices  of  the  season’s 
tickets  for  the  drains  under  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners 
have  been  raised  from  2s.  Od.  to  5s.  The  object  of  this,  we 
are  told,  is  to  improve  the  fishing,  by  confining  it  more  to 
the  better  class  anglers.  Many  complaints  have  been 
made  of  careless  fishermen  leaving  numbers  of  small  fish 
on  the  bank  to  die,  instead  of  returning  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fishery.  These  drains  are  in  good  order  and 
contain  plenty  of  fish,  The  Fortyfoot  is  said  this  season  to 
be  very  free  from  weeds,  and  should  furnish  good  sport 
much  earlier  than  usual.  Very  often  it  is  unfishable  from 
this  cause  so  early  in  the  summer.— Limret. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Only  local  anglers  have  up  to 
now  patronised  the  water  of  the  district  for  coarse  fish, 
but  it  is  expected  some  visitors  will  put  in  an4  appearance 
on  Saturday.  The  prospects  so  far  as  weather  is  concerned 
are  very  good,  summer  having  put  in  anapearance  at  last, 
and  the  water  is  in  good  height  and  colour;  but  not 
much  is  to  be  said  of  the  fish.  Few  have  tried  them,  how¬ 
ever,  but  dace  are  noticed  as  rising  to  the  fly  in  the  evening, 
and  possibly,  if  bottom  fishing  is  not  satisfactory  it  might 
be  well  to  give  them  a  trial  with  fine  tackle.  Trout  fish¬ 
ing  is  w  ell  spoken  of,  some  good  fish  having  been  taken 
from  some  private  water  near  Ollerton.  The  upper  por¬ 
tion  of  the  river  is  also  very  fit  for  this  sport,  and  the 
May-fly  is  making  its  appearance.  Fly  fishermen  will  be 
busy.  Trout  are  now  rising  much  better  in  the  evening. — L. 

Ilfracombe.— Sea-Fishing.— For  some  time  the  fishing 
here  has  been  very  slack,  but  this  week  there  is  a  decided 
improvement.  Some  good  baskets  of  whiting  pout,  codlin, 
and  fiat  fish  have  been  hooked  by  amateurs  fishing  a 
short  distance  to  the  westward  of  the  harbour.  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Barbeary,  fishing  off'  Baggy,  hooked  three  bass, 
weighing  lGlb. ;  this  is  the  first  for  the  season.  Should  the 
weather  continue,  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  to 
be  had  by  anglers  fishing  from  the  boats,  rocks,  and  jettys. 
Several  fine  crabs  have  been  taken  from  the  rocks,  known 
as  the  Outfalls.  A  gentleman  has  just  passed  with  a  string 
of  whiting  pout  and  a  large  cod.  Weather  at  present  very 
fine ;  wind,  south-west.— E.  Comer. 

Lark _ At  nearly  all  the  fishing  stations  along  this 

stream  anglers  were  busy  on  the  opening  day,  and  some 
very  good  trays  of  dace  I  saw  taken  near  Mildenhall.  One 
gentleman  took  on  Thursday  last  a  very  fine  trout  of  6£lb„ 
a  magnificent  fish.— Wm.  Howlett. 

Lea.— The  wonderful  change  in  the  weather,  which  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  few  days,  seems  to  have 
wakened  up  the  fish,  as  they  hare  been  fairly  on  tho  feed 


everywhere.  On  Thursday  I  had  a  long  gtroll  through  tho 
country  adjoining  tho  upper  partn  of  the  Lea  and  Storti 
The  heat  was  most  oppressive  i  a  blazing  nun  moat  of  thd 
time,  although  tempered  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the) 
west.  I  thought  of  tho  contrast  from  the  previous  Thurs' 
day.  when,  during  tho  morning  and  evening  hours,  1  was 
glad  to  be  wrearing  my  overcoat.  There  have  been  a  good 
many  fishermen  out  wherever  fishing  is  allowed.  Amongst 
other  fish  enemies  I  saw  a  heron  very  busy  near  Burnt 
Mill,  on  the  Stort-  There  were  plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen  in 
this  locality,  both  big  and  little,  but  the  weeds  have  grown 
to  be  a  nuisance  in  many  places ;  they  have  been  cut  in 
some  places,  so  there  are  plenty  of  good  swims  that  can  be 
fished.  Between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margarets  a  few  trout 
fishers  have  been  out  and  have  managed  to  capture  a  few 
smallish  specimens ;  small  indeed  they  must  be,  according 
to  the  ideas  of  one  of  our  London  clubs,  who  have  fixed  the 
standard  of  Lea  trout  at  61b.,  this  is  falling  into  the  other 
extreme.  Why,  a  good  trout  angler  might  fish  daily  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  for  a  lifetime  without  killing  such  a  speci¬ 
men  in  any  river.  At  Broxbourne,  where  tho  season  has 
commenced,  some  few  roach  and  a  perch  or  two  have  been 
caught.  At  Cook’s  Ferry  a  good  many  roach  and  dace 
have  been  taken,  and  I  am  sorry  to  state  some  small 
jack.  Of  course  this  was  sure  to  happen,  as  the  river  hero 
is  entirely  unprotected.  Some  nice  dishes  of  eels  have  been 
caught,  both  with  sniggling  and  ledgerihg.  Eels  have  been, 
and  are,  running  well,  both  here  and  in  the  Ferry  Boat 
waters  at  Tottenham,  where  some  very  nice  dishes  have 
been  captured.  Bream  and  roach  have  also  been  well  on 
the  feed  at  the  latter  place,  several  bream  up  to  31b.  weight 
have  been  caught.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  place, 
either  on  the  Lea,  or  for  that  matter,  any  other  river, 
where  bream  are  so  plentiful  and  where  they  run  to  such  a 
large  size  as  they  do  here,  and  now,  anglers,  is  your  time 
to  be  up  and  doing.  A  bream  fisher  to  be  successful  should 
be  at  it  very  early  in  the  morning,  or  very  late  at  night. 
The  caddis  bait  and  small  red  worms  are  about  tho  most  likely 
baits  to  prove  tempting  ;  some  fair  roachhave  already  heen 
taken  also,  and  they  are  in  very  fair  condition.  Spite  of 
the  complaints  about  the  depletion  of  our  rivers,  I  am  able 
to  believe  my  own  eyes,  and  I  know  that  the  Lea  is  well 
stocked,  and  therefore  a  good  season  may  be  confidently 
expected.  Water  in  good  all-round-fishing  condition.— 
Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— The  weather  in  Leicestershire  was  gloriously 
fine  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  and  a  very 
large  muster  of  anglers  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  h>  mu'-  u  ii  joy  able  recreation  and  sport,  the  pre¬ 
serves  m  ar  1  no  .uun  being  accorded  the  greatest  share  of 
attention.  Fishing  was  chiefly  indulged  in  from  the  West 
Bridge  part  of  the  town,  upwards  to  A ylestone.  Some  of 
the  choicest  bits  in  the  Aylestone  brook  could  not  be  fished, 
owing  to  the  grass  being  laid.  Anglers  apparently  devoted 
most  of  their  time  to  roach,  perch  and  dace,  although  in 
some  instances  a  few  were  trying  for  pike,  a  proceeding 
which  should  be  strongly  condemned  so  early  in  the  season. 
A  brace  or  two  about  41b.  were  obtained.  Mr.  G.  Stevenson 
landed  a  fine  lot  of  perch  ;  Mr.  Grifiin  had,  in  addition  to 
some  capital  roach,  several  eels,  which  were  giving  trouble 
to  those  who  were  worm  fishing.  The  roach — which  under 
my  observation  had  not  spawned— perch  and  dace  seemed 
in  strong  condition.  Thursday  being  the  usual  half-day 
holiday,  swarms  of  anglers  at  the  many  places  in  this 
district. 

Littleport.— Here  anglers  were  busy,  and  at  most  of  the 
swims  very  fair  takes  of  fish  were  made,  principally  bream. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  all  along  the  river,  and  my  opinion 
is  this  will  be  a  good  season  for  bream. — Wm.  Howlett. 

Loddon  (Earley).— The  fishing  season  has  opened  with 
beautiful  summer  weather,  and  i  am  pleased  to  say  there 
is  a  good  show  of  all  coarse  fish,  and  good  sport  this  season 
ought  to  be  obtained.  Roach  are  well  on  the  feed,  and 
some  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  also  chub,  with  the 
fly.  River  in  capital  condition.— J.  R.  Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  clear  and  in  fine  order  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  been  very  warm,  and  more  anglers  have  been 
out.  The  May -fly  is  out  in  good  numbers,  and  the  fish 
have  been  rising  freely  at  them,  and  large  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught.  The  flies  used  are  the  Yellow  Dun, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Orl.  In  the  Lugg  on  Monday  a  good 
basket  of  trout  were  landed.  The  Arrow-  was  fished  on 
Tuesday,  and  sport  was  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order, 
and  some  fine  fish  caught  in  it.— G  WYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  capital  order.  The  May-fly  is  now  going  off. 
There  has  been  some  capital  sport  on  some  reaches, 
whilst  on  others  little  has  heen  done.  Still,  taking  it 
all  round,  I  think  the  season  has  been  better  than  the 
average.  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Spanners,  Owls,  and  Caddis, 
will  be  the  best  flies  for  ensuing  week.  The  minnow 
should  be  good  now— especially  morning  and  evening.— R. 
J.  Williams. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— It  gives  me  great  plea¬ 
sure  to  be  able  to  report  that  tho  Nene  Navigation  Com¬ 
missioners  have  at  last  come  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  any 
how,  as  far  as  the  Peterboro  end  of  the  river  is  con¬ 
cerned.  The  question  of  deepening  a  part  of  the  water¬ 
course  between  Wisbech  and  Peterboro’  being  fully 
considered  last  week,  and  those  portions  of  the  Nene 
known  as  the  Broadwater  and  Smith’s  Learn  are  to  be 
deepened.  We  will  hope  that  this  is  only  a  commence¬ 
ment,  or  indication  of  improvements,  yet  to  be  carried 
out.  I  notice  that  the  Nene  Angling  Club,  Northampton, 
are  about  to  re-stock  their  waters  with  fish,  and  1  hope 
that  their  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  success.  The 
Whittlesey  Angling  Association  have  offered  a  reward 
for  the  conviction  of  poachers  on  their  waters,  and  state 
that  free  fishing  (by  rod  and  line  only)  is  granted  between 
Staffurths  and  Pridmore’s  Mill,  and  between  the  two 
01  way  bridges.  On  Monday,  the  opening  day  of  the  season, 
many  anglers  were  out,  but  results  were  rather  dis¬ 
couraging.  I  should  say  that  angling  will  be  a  deal  more 
profitable  in  a  month’s  time.  At  present  eels  are  the  only 
fish  in  good  condition,  some  perfect  monsters  having 
recently  been  captured,  and  an  unusual  quantity  being 
on  sale  in  the  local  markets  on  Saturday.  The  water  is 
now  in  fine  form,  but  weather  at  present  too  warm. — 
Nenebank. 

Ouse  (Brandon).— Several  local  anglers  tried  this  very 
pretty  stream  on  tho  opening  day,  and  two  gentlemen  from 
Hertford  took  a  lot  of  over  101b.  dace  and  roach,  I  tried 
myself  to-day  (17th)  with  two  friends,  and  we  took  261b.  of 
dace  and  roach  between  us.  Mr.  Ralph  has  cut  tho  weeds, 
and  everything  is  here  for  the  comfort  of  the  angler.— Wm. 
Howlett. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— Time  of  writing  summer 
weather.  The  pike  and  dace  are  in  excellent  condition, 
and  have  been  so  for  several  weeks.  For  tho  dace  which 
are  numerous  and  large  here,  tho  rty-flsher  can  have  good 
sport.  The  perch  are  now  fit  to  take.  In  order  to  get 


amongst  them,  with  the  gudgeon  or  minnow,  the  angler 
should  ask,  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  Host  Rolphs  as  to  their 
lively  places  just  at  this  season.  Now  as  to  the  fashion¬ 
able  hsh— viz.,  “  the  roach,”  this  week  as  to  their  condition 
I  must  leave  that  to  the  angler.  All  I  shall  say  at  present 
MundellasAct  is  in  full  force,  and  if  they  are  not  what 
is  expected,  blame  the  Act,  and  not  the  writer  of  this.  But 
one  remark  1  submit  is  this,  that  with  this  warm  weather 
and  clear,  unpolluted  stream,  with  its  beautiful  gravel 
bottom,  they  come  to  hand  quick  after  spawning,  which  as 
a  rule  is  over  with  them.  During  the  week  some  good 
catches  have  been  had,  principally  roach,  Mr.  J.  J.  Scott 
and  A.  Pretty,  of  Thetford,  fishing  together  on  the  Sheep- 
VV  ash,  took  from  two  p.m.  to  six  p.m.  3st.  weight  on  the 
loth  mst.  Several  more  anglers  out  on  the  17th,  and  done 
well,  especially  a  little  lower  down  the  river.  My  opinion 
is  gom  for  the  pike  now  with  live-bait,  as  they  are  good. 
1  believe  this  isRolph’s  opinion.— John  O.  George. 

.  n*se  (“*y)*~This  line  stretch  of  preserved  water  was 
wen  patronised  on  the  opening  day,  and  some  very  good 
little  lotsof  bream  and  perch  were  taken.— Wm.  Howlett. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  season  has  opened  once  more 
with  good  prospects.  The  water  is  in  the  pink  of  condi¬ 
tion,  and  fish  have  been  feeding  well.  Several  roach  have 
been  taken  with  gentles,  and  some  decent  bream  with 
brandlings,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  a  good 
season.  1  he  ri  ver  appears  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish,  for 
cream  and  roach  are  to  be  seen  rising  in  many  parts 
of  the  water.  Prospects  good.— H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.  Sea  Fishing. —The  mackerel  are  nearer 
in  shore,  and  are  being  taken  on  the  Silver  Spinner  and 
herring  fry.  Some  people  put  a  strip  of  squid  or  mackerel 
on  the  hooks  of  these  baits  as  an  extra  attraction,  but 
tins  is  not  needed  when  the  mackerel  are  biting  freely. 
Some  very  fine  ones  were  brought  in  this  morning,  having 
been  caught  early.  The  prawners  have  been  busy  at  work 
when  the  tide  serves,  and  some  very  fine  ones  have  been 
taken  nearly  inn.  long.  I  wonder  more  people  do  not  go 
in  for  this  kind  of  sport;  it  is  healthy  exercise  and  they 
are  nice  eating  when  caught..  For  those  who  are  not 
good  sailors,  I  would  recommend  them  to  go  to  Milbay 
1  ier  and  use  a  stiff  rod,  about  lift,  long,  a  line  line  with  a 
paternoster, _  with  four  or  five  hooks  and  a  2oz.  pipe  lead. 
They  can  with  tackle  of  this  kind  take  pouting,  pollack, 
and  small  bass  by  baiting  with  worms,  and  standing  on 
the  pier  on  the  flood  tide.  The  sea  at  present  is  calm  and 
thn  weather  fine, — William  Hearder. 

Scsverii  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).- Water  in 
splendid  condition  for  angling,  and  some  capital  takes  have 
^lth  5be  and  with  the  worm  and  gentle. 

1  he  May-fly  is  out  strong,  and  both  trout  and  dace  taking 
them  freely.  The  \ellow  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Alder  fly,  and 
Red  Spinner  have  each  done  good  service  on  the  Teme,  and 
in  the  Severn  some  heavy  baskets  of  chub  and  dace  wore 
token  with  the  Red  and  Black  Palmer  and  Black  Gnat. 

-*■  be  maggot  was  also  taken  freely. — Field  wing 
Severn  (Shrewsbury).-The  coarse  fishing  season  has 
opened  very  successfully,  and  anglers  have  been  freely 

^a;?LUrtVno  l’?acbr’  al^\. dace,  both  on  the  bottom  and 

with  the  fly.  Mr.  J  Williams,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Dewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society,  has  taken  some 
heavy  chub  while  spinning  for  trout;  three  fish  weighed 
wRf U3''!b' ’ i2db"  and  2ilb.,  and  in  addition  to  these 
™Xy  one  a d  pike-  0ne  afternoon  in  the 

week,  Mr.  A.  .Williams  fishing  on  the  Silver  and  Leighton 

™,  iih°rtdn^hh  ^  March  Brown,  captured  ten  trout, 
from  Alb.  to  jib.,  and  also  forty  rough  fish.  Mr.  R.  Ellis, 

eh?!h°g  na  m  t  ^®lsh  Bridge,  has  taken  some  heavy 
T  Dixon  has  also  made  some  good  captures. 

^h^fY;flyuhasb?e?lnth.euW.ater  but  1  have  not  heard 
cfu  §  bei?g  lTken  Wlt*}  J1’  though  while  fishing  my- 

selfon  Wednesday  I  rose  and  hooked  but  lost  a  fine  trout 
ThPhrm^hyfily  tb^,had  stedfastly  refused  a  March  Brown, 
in  ®  rough  fish,  with  the  exception  of  chub,  have  been  late 
in  spawning  and  are  not  yet  in  the  best  of  condition. 
Eels  are  running  pretty  freely  and  the  river  banks  have 
wlfh  ln  the  eJ?J?lng  ^i,;h  anglers  fishing  for  them 

fnitb  £UKL tho  maj ority  have  been  fairly  success- 

Brook  fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  A  trout  of  about 
was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Edwards,  at  Red  Hill  — 


ful. 
lib. 

PlSCATOR, 

Tees  and  Greta  (Barnard  Castle).-Since  my  last 
firlL-erS  bave,  day  by  day  been  getting  smaller, 
few  ?fblagt 18  °,nlvy  prosecuted  under  difficulties.  A 
few  fairly-sized  trout  have  been  got,  but  only  in  small 
numbers,  and  this  will  be  the  rule  until  we  have  rain  In 
a  private  lake  on  Saturday,  the  writer  had  ten  trout 
weighing  3JU>.— fish  and  weight  th^re  could  be  no  error 
Rtw-  a  Fhes-ch  efly  Yellow  Sally  and  Black  Spfder  the 
latter  fly  having  killed  every  fish  named  above.  A  short 
{?™e  ago  I  mentioned  the  capture  of  a  scd mo  salar  near 
ft?™-  »  may  interest”  Hawthorn  ”  and  others  to  know 

n genUenian ^ who  caught  this,  hooked  his  fish 
played  him  a  short  time,  was  broken,  and  the  next  day 
fO'J'oolied  the  same  fish,  played  and  landed  him,  and 

fishtfgflls.-J.  B?dRgUt’  l0St  thG  day  Previous>  fast  in  the 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  still  continues 

level111  Thf°wea?hefhffl0crLanglinflg’  beA  clear  and  a  nice 
weather  has  been  fine,  but  windy  at  times. 

b  Thlflbeen  well,  and  have  rose  freely  at 

tb  o  uy-  lbe  flle®  used  are  the  ^  ellow  Dun,  Or]  Spinners 
and  Blue  Dun.  The  May-fly  is  on  the  water  thick  and  rhn 
fish  are  taking  them  well,  "in  the  eL7y  morning  minnow 

fishedgatatoebeendgn°f0,dfl-ci  The  Downto/ Castle  water  wZ 
th®  er!d  °f  last  week,  and  Mr.  J.  Norton  landed 
Ifib  of  fine  trout,  and  Mr.  Good,  81b.,  with  the  Orl.  In  the 
Fudford  water  two  ladies  landed  a  capital  basket  of  trout 

Hlt^mt]fvf"td0AVVi  ,,rom  Ludford  Bridge  on  Saturday  Mr. 
K..  Smith  landed,  three  trout,  scaling  51b  the  lot  Thp 
Ony  Oorve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order  In 
the  Corve  on  the  Uth  nine  trout,  scaling  fib  each  were 
taken.  t?£ortJn  Clun  and  Ony  good—S.  Ludlow  ’ 

Teme  (Tentoury). — The  water  is  now  running  in  caDital 
order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear.  Tie  weather 

halebebeenennoeutndThetaried.f0r  -angling:and  moreTnglers 

nai  e  Deen  out.  the  Gadow  is  on  the  water  in  e-ond 
numbers,  and  the  fish  rise  at  them  freely.  The  othetelies 
?on,  Orl,  and.  Spinners"  On  Monday  sfl 
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of  the  opening  season  for  coarse  fish,  and  all  along  the 
Irent,  from  i^iskerton  to  Carlton,  favourable  reports 
come  to  hand,  and  anglers  are  busy  at  all  the  recognised 
early  swims  with  worms  and  cadbaits  as  the  successful 
lures,  and  with  the  present  excellent  condition  of  the 
Irent,  heavy  bags  must  be  the  result.  -  Trentsiper. 

Trent  (Nottingham).— Fine  weather  prevailed  for  the 
opening  day  on  luesday,  and  large  numbers  of  anglers 
were  out  at  such  well-known  resorts  as  Rolleston,  Stoke 
Holme  Pmrrepont,  Wilford,  Barton,  Sawley,  Shardlow,’ 
?a[}  Fmgs  Mills.  Maggots  and  caddis  grubs  were  the 
baits  chiefly  relied  on  for  sport,  and  on  some  of  the  reaches 

dace  and  chub  were  niet  with.  At 
\V  llford,  Mr.  II  Howe  landed  twelve  chub,  and  his  friend 
bagged  eight.  Barbel,  roach,  bream,  and  perch  will  feed 
l~ter  01V  J|*e  uight-liuing  fraternity  have  been 
taking  some  splendid  eels  on  their  lines  at  Clifton  and  Wil- 
Zd’  water  ought  this  season  to  be  better  looked 

after,  i  he  river  on  Wednesday  night  was  running  at  low 
>an,d  VIs  in  splendid  condition  for  chub, 
dafe.  and  barbel,  although,  as  already  stated,  the  last- 

flZtho  ®pecie®  c2;nnoLbe  expected  to  show  much  sport 
for  the  present.— The  Man-at-the-Clubs.  p 

Yare  (Norwichl.-Frpm  what  I  can  gather,  the  roach 
are  as  backward  as  the  pike  were  in  spawning,  especially 
h?tr?1S  rlv< %i-°n  t^e  D?re,  I  expect  they  are  getting  into 
r  f«n0!idl  1Cn'  but  ln  ,conTflrmation  of  the  lateness  of 
nfiZif  ly  arrangements,  I  saw  two  gentlemen  going 
twv  li  ,perch  W1Lh  nnnnows,  and  I  further  learn  that 
they  are  v  ery  rough  and  covered  with  an  excrescence  of 

rinnnt8au  anci  fha*  1 ^ey  J?lay  a11  around  the  angler,  but 
n°fc  attempt  to  feed.  1  rom  these  facts  we  may  deduce 
the  fact  that  for  some  weeks  or  so  it  will  not  be  much  use 
angling,  and  that  clubs  had  in  all  probability  better  nut 
their  matches  off  a  little  later  than  usual,  as  I  flrtoly 
believe  we  shall  have  a  late  season  angling,  but  which  in 
the  aggregate  may  malie  up  for  lost  time  All  accounts 
rpnl  aJvr?e  p?  t0  tbe  abundance  of  fish  as  it  only  requires  a 
real  set  in  of  summer  weather  to  bring ’em  on.  I  would 
of  Kr°  take  an  interest  in  the  question  of  the  rights 

wQHie  pubbc  on  the  Norfolk  Broads,  to  purchase  Mr 
Walter  Rye  s  new  book  upon  the  question,  published  by 
iut  n?  3 arrold  and  Son,  London  and  Norwich,  price  one 
shilling  ,  they  will  by  perusing  this  little  work  become 
more  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  controversy  than 

W  vl! wh S lb«-e  a£y  otber  way.-RoBERT  Moll. 

Yore.  Wharfe,  Swale,  Nidd,  &c, — All  these  rivers  aro 
novv  at  the  lowest  summer  level,  and  except  with  worm  and 
minnow,  fished  upon  the  finest  of  tackle,  there  is  littto  to 

b®. .dca®  ln  the  way  of  trout  fishing.  A  Ripon  gentleman 
tog  Oliv^Qum  •  tb®  Shell,  with  a  float- 
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fishing.— W  orcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Trent  anglers  have  before  them 
greater  promise  of  a  successful  season  than  during  the 
past  decade,  the  bed  of  the  river  being  in  a  more  satfstoe 
tory  condition  and  freer  from  flannel  we™3  tten  te 
many  years.  Barbel  may  be  observed leourinl  nn  ?£L 
gravels  of  the  Rolleston  and  Muckh am  water®  to  im 
mense  quantities,  and  odd  specimens  have  already  sue 
cumbed  to  the  worm  of  the  eel  and  flounder  fishermen' 
Gloomy,  favourable  weather  marked  the  first  threo  days 


they  averaged  lib.  each.  I  had  a  dav  on 
a  preserved  length  of  the  Yore  last  Friday,  and  killed 
twenty  trout  in  the  height  of  condition  ;  three  of  them 
weighed  nearly  lib.  each.  I  fished  with  up-stream  worm 
although  I  went  in  reality  for  a  day’s  stone  fly  fishing,  but 
•could  not  find  any.  Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  on 
tbT  aultVVlth  tbe  floating  Drake.— Francis  M.  Walhran 
Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Though  there 
are  plenty  of  trout  in  this  lake,  they  are  very  difficult  to 
heeaught,  except  on  the  dullest  of  days  and  tee  windies? 
of  weather.  The  lake  is  now  tolerably  high  and  the  water 
perfect.  Minnow  Ashing  has  been  a  complete  failure  for 
wo,.yoaU'''.  but  lately,  Mr.  Newbold,  fishing  with  the  tiniest 
hi  tLp^fo8  bait*  took  three  good  fish,  and  lost  two  others 
by  the  tiiangles  breaking  off.  Those  fond  of  minnow  fish- 
fToh  r1!  p  ease  take  note.  Mr.  Bird  had  three  good 
fish  one  evening,  and  three  the  next  day ;  the  writer  had 
three  one  evening  and  two  the  next ;  best  fish,  Dlb  Mr 
Langtry ,  after  a  month  of  influenza,  visited  the  lake  on 
Monday,  and  had  two  good  fish;  the  largest,  Dlb.  The 

Sedge  is  out,  and  will  be  the  leading  fly  for  some  time _ H 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry). 

bast.lbei’e  is  nothing  very  special  to  report.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  E.  Palethorpe  brought  in  a  nice  basket 
of  eight  trout,  weighing  81b.  13oz.  Yesterday  (June  18)  his 
of ,p  Ltoerpool  took  nine  handsome 
afoiV *  ’  -^flflerir|an  T.  Hughes,  another  very  pretty 
basket  of  seven,  weight  7flb. ;  and  Mr.  J  Macdonaffi 

IIughesWei1!bt’  The"  heaviest  fish,  AldermanT! 

xiugnGS,  l^lb.  1  nG  Aldcr-fly  is  iust  comino*  nnf  end 

judging  by  the  “  trial” fishing  this  time  last  year,  we  may 
now  ex'pect  some  good  sport,  as  this  fly  is  greedily  taken 
On  Saturday  one  unfortunate  angler,  while  trailing  his 
flies  in  a  deep  part  of  the  lake,  had  the  bad  luck  to  los®  his 
m,n  ^egether,  as  a  large  trout  rose  to  the  flies  and 
pulled  the  whole  overboard  before  he  could  clutch  it.  To 
secure  accommodation  arrangements  should  be  made  some 
time  in  advance.  -  Long  Drift  bome 

.  Maelog  Lake  (Fy  Croes).-Mr.  Budge  writes  me  that 
days  he  took  thirty  trout,  weighing  201b. ;  a  local 

wbeightaZ’21t^r‘qo?neMrg°Ht  a®  beSt  flsh  so  far  this  season, 
i  bTv/r^0z^A^r*  rccorn mends  the  finest 

tackle  ,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  the  leading  angler 
of  Anglesey,  tells  me  the  fish  take  better  on  sunny  weather 
than  cloudy.  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Thomas  of 

cannot  give?— W.°H.SPOr*’ !  the  GXaCt  number  and  weight  I 
Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  much  in  abeyance  during  the  past  week  and 
only  small  baskets  taken,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  water  being 
fishiZ.-H  bnght"  A  g00d  fresh  would  much  improve  thf 

Towy  (Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire).— We  have  iust 
had  about  ten  days  of  the  best  trout  fishing  this  se  ism) 
borne  remarkably  heavy  baskets  have  been  made  chiefly 
by  minnow  fishing,  Dr.  Williams,  of  Llanelly,  takin?  the 
lead.  Mr.  Owen  Richards  and  Mr.  E.  Roberts  have  also 
made  good  baskets  of  trout.  Miss  Croxen  continnes  to  be 
very  successful  with  the  fly.  There  are  a  fair  number 
of  salmon  and  sewin  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  not  on  the 
rise,  and  not  likely  to  be  until  we  have  had  another  good 
heavy  rain,  indeed  the  river  is  getting  very  low  again.®-!!. 


tl1YL?°^0ugh-AmD  AmbeRley  Angling  Excursions  — 
These  trains,  privilege  tickets  for  which  may  be  had  of  Mr. 
A.  A.  Eldndge  (late  Clouts),  21,  Gos well-road.  City  side  on 

ot,h'('raHV?nmPft  Saturdays’  Judging  from  the  weather  and 
other  circumstances,  are  likely  to  be  extremelv  well 

Pa1t™B1®fd  to-day  (Saturday)  and  to-morrow  (Sunday),  the 
Mm^Snnriav^fi  equinox  of  the  year,  and  the  first  legal 
thf  fence  of  the  season,  in  the  Associa- 
nme  t  m’  iR1  extends  for  a  length  of  some  seven 
th  •  Arun  flown  the  Sussex  watershed 

tothe  ah°^vea&Xlma  ®’  ur  easily  accessible  from  either 
or  tne  above  little  rural  villages.  Five  of  the  Metrooolitan 
angling  societies  held  their  annual  dinner  in  this  district 

No?foTkUnd  ab,°Ut  Arundel  Castle,  whlre  the  Duke  to 
Morfolk s  residence  is  situated,  last  Sundav  the  fine 

£>jo? 1theZseWe8?-S.1J?eileryenablingthem  t0  tboroughly 


Scotoh  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B).— 

i  n  J  uesday  last  week,  Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury,  fished 
Loch  Gama,  and  caught  forty  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Clay. 
Dar  ey  and  a  London  gentleman,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
f‘  fly-  'vo-  ,101b  l  and  Rev.  J.  M.  S.  Brooke,  London,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  seventeen,  9Jlb„  and  a  salmo  ferox 
weighing  3Jlb.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Mann.  Shrewsbury’, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  forty  -  two  trout,  1231b. ;  a  Lon- 
don  angler  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty  -  six,  7^1b. ;  Mr. 

n?ay’ivrDarley\,r01}  •  Cama,  thirty  -  two,  lOilb., 

and  Messrs  Mackintosh  and  Catt,  on  Loch  Boarlan 

hZ  M?eWTvih0Urs  on'y>-  twenty-four,  GAlb.  On  Thurs- 
day,  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty  -  four  trout, 
iuo.  ,  a  London  gentleman  on  Loch  Urigill  (blown  off), 
fourteen,  4 jib. ;  Mr.  Clay,  on  same  loch  (blown  off),  thir- 
teen.Hlb. ;  and  Dr.  Highet,  [and  Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Thompson 
Mr°r  Atonn011’  0nTIj0?b  Cama,  sixty-nine,  151b.  On  Fr?day’ 

’  ,n  u,fib  Cama.  forty-two  trout.  101b. ;  Mr. 
Glay,  also  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-three  trout,  lOAlb.,  and  a 
vwt’f  f<‘ro.x  weighing  51b. ;  a  London  gentleman  on  Loch 
i eyatie,  twenty,  8Jlb..  the  heaviest  being  Dlb.  Dr. 
h  !,tf(WBand^rLIiVS-  w-  Thompson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  one 
b h>w  ?  trout’-  35*lb‘  0n  Saturday  the  gale 

°ff  the  various  lakes,  nevertheless,  the 
9!’skets  made  were  good.  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
f nn  r  °7ih  tI0Uif’  b3  b‘  ’  Clay,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty- 
’ta  .  xia  Condon  gentleman,  on  Loch  Cama,  ten,  3Alb. ; 
^Pd  A •  Highet  and  Mr.  R.  S.  W,  Thompson  on  Lake 

detotled’  inWfntiy'f0Ub’  9^lb‘  Jucluding  Monday’s  sport, 
^etailedm  last  weeks  issue,  the  total  catch  by  all  rods 

was  seven  hundred  and  forty  fish,  2401b. 
On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Mann,  on  Loch  Cama,  twentv- 
?p<?  t,r,out’  ;  Dr.  Highet  and  Mr.  Thompson,  on  Loch 
RnR  n  seventy-one,  191b. ;  and  Mr.  Proudfoot,  Perth,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  fifty-one,  111b.— McB. 

Altnaharra,  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 
oinf6iiaSt  rePorted  the  sport  on  the  various  lochs  has  been 
a«3  follows  On  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  Goodhart  and  Mr 
Harrison,  Croydon,  fished  Loch  Meadie,  and  made  a 
splendid  basket  of  sixty-six  trout,  aggregating  241b. ;  and 
rin'ivr  °^?g  party,  on  Lock  Hallam,  seventeen,  5Alb. 

^fy  laft  week  Messrs.  Goodhart  and  Harrison,' on 
Loch  Hallam,  thirty-three  trout,  191b. ;  and  Mr.  Young  and 
party  on  Loch  Naver  thirteen,  51b.  On  Tuesday  Mr 
?„0BUnvrand  pa^y  on  Loch  Meadie,  sixty-three  trout,  17Alb  ; 
and  Messrs.  Goodhart  and  Harrison,  on  Loch  Na'ver 
twenty  five  81b.  Messrs.  Goodhart  and  Harrison  fished 
^?Ph  ^feafl'e  on  Wednesday,  and  got  sixty-two  trout 
2wlb. ,  on  Thursday,  on  Loch  Naver.  ten  3Alb  and  one 
salmon,  101b.  On  Friday,  on  Loch  Meadie,  they  mad?  a 
i°f  se,ve?ty-f°ur  trout,  25',lb. ;  and  on  Satur 
t  yI°TJV  L9?b  ,L°Tak  twenty-three,  12Jlb.  Mr.  Spicer  on 
C°cb  yf,eadle-  ha.d  thirty  trout,  101b.  Total  basket  for  the 

^lmZ  h101b.??M?rBd  and  thirty'three  trout’  1271b  •  and  one 
Berriedaie  (Duke  of  Portland’s).— The  waters  are 
at  present  very  low,  and  numbers  of  salmon  are  to  be 
?im08t  a11  tb,e  pools,  neither  able  to  ascend  or 
descend  the  river.  They  are,  of  course,  getting  brown 
the  silvery  colour  giving  way  to  the  sun’s  rays  in  shallow 
water.  >.o  attempt  is  being  made  to  flsh  them.  The 
netsmen  are,  however,  getting  numbers  of  prime  salmon 
and  grilse  ;  last  week  and  this  a  number  of  boxes  being 
hVfnrath6  ^ond?11  market.  The  duke  is  not  now  expectel 
excellent6  shootlng  season,  which  this  year  promises  to  be 

,  EsCyrThe  river  is  very  low  and  the  weather  too 

T  an?’thln£  beyond  night  fishing.  Some  rain  fell 
w;nI?,ndaU’  but  not  enough  to  affect  the  water.  In  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  pools,  several  fine  sea  trout  have 
heeei.ahea  ln.tb.e  evening^  Mr.  Edgar  had  three  trout  and 
ft®rn1ad  Srils6 1  Mr.  John  Graham  landed  five  sea  trout  in 
the  lower  reaches ;  and  Mr.  J.  Park,  March  Bank  had 
fhyee  sea  trout,  in  the  Cauldron  pool.  Fair  takes  of  yellow 
trout  are  being  had  in  the  Langholm  water.  In  the 
Skipper  s  Gullets,  Mr.  Harkness  caught  two  sea  trout  with 
the  worm;  and  Messrs.  Morrison,  J  Graham  and  T 
Martin,  had  one  trout  each.  Sea  trout  are  now  making 
U  r^^an/ish0*W  ln^  better  both  in  the  Esk  andZidffif 
Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— With  the' 
exception  of  two  salmon  caught  on  Monday  week  one  hv 
Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  and  the  othlr ’by  M^ 
Landale,  Balnago  wn  Arms  Hotel,  the  whole  of  last  week 
was  blank  the  weather  being  far  too  bright,  and  thl  water 
toolovt,.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell 
in  the  in  and  districts,  and  by  Monday  the  river  was  in 
good  fishing  order  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith.of  Glencffivtewh? 
was  the  only  angler  out,  fished  the  higher  reaches  and 
rivegy.-M?Bf  °n’  woighing  71b"  Nlb.fund  121b?  respec 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  prospects  on  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  are  brighter  than  for  weeks  pastA 
large  run  of  salmon  and  grilse  came  away  on  the  14th  tost 
d  a  S°ed  account  of  them  is  now  being  had  daily.  On 
tbe  Ballater  section  good  sport  is  still  being  got  although 
the  dry  season  has  reduced  the  volume  of  the  river  coZ 
siderably,  and  now  the  cry  is  for  rain.  On  the  Monaltrie 
water,  Mr.  G.  S  Black  landed  last  week  two  fish  of  81b  and 
91b.,  and  a  grilse  of  olb.  on  one  occasion,  and  one  of  7 fib 
on  another.  On  the  Invercauld  Hotel  water  the  Pev  Mr’ 
Upcher  had  four,  71b.  to  Dlb. ;  four,  71b.  to  151b  •  thr«to  sih 
to  101b. ;  and  five,  71b.  to  151b.  on  various  days  during  the 
week  ;  while  Mr.  M.  H.  Upcher  hadltwo  of  91b?  and® 01b 
and  seven  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  14lb.  on  Saturday  last'-’ 
Mr.  J.  C.  Lister  had  one  of  81b.,  two  of  71b  and  8ih 
101b.  and  three  from  7to.  to  91b.;  and  Mr.  Firth, 8thr’e?  Horn 
91b.  to  lolb.,  one  of  81b.,  and  one  of  841b.  on  the  same  waiito 
On  the  Qaeen’s  Birkhall  water,  Lieutenant  Forbes  landed 

Slh'°en?f  th?  cm'’  and  while  John  Sturton  had  oneof 
81b.  on  the  Glnmenck  water.  On  the  Cambus  O’Mnv 
water,  Captain  Gaskill  and  party  are  landing  from  four  to 
seven  fish  dniH,  and  similar  successes  are  bring  made  on 
theGtonTana  waters  by  Sir  William  C.  Brooks  B?rf 
JM.P and.  his  friends.  Splendid  snort  has  Vwar/* 

on  Mr.  Sandison’s  Huntly  Arms  Zater  Abotee  7  Iter? 
ing  the  past  few  days  the  Hon.  Cecil  Johnrione  hat 
led  fourteen  fine  salmon  scaling  from  841b  to  15lh 
apiece  in  addition  to  a  fie  to  run  grilseof  341b!  and  a  monster 
Dee  Water  two  fish  were  got  of  71b 
and  81b.  On  the  Borrowstone  water  Admiral  Fane  had  a 
^lmon  to  71b.,  and  a  grilse  of  41b.  On  the  BallogPe  section 

Mr.  E.  Drummond  landed  two  salmon  on  Monday  of  81b 

each  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  while  Mr.  G.  T  Ib/y  had  a 
salmon  of  91b  and  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  241b  On  th? 

m-aiM^a  !n?h?  vcWa,ter:,and(Mr-  w-  P.  Campbei*  a  grilst 
of  4Tlb.  on  the  Woodend  water,  while  Mr.  George  Black- 

laws  had  a  nice  fish  of  81b.  on  the  Carlogie  water  on  Tues- 
daj‘  k.he  Peugh  on  Saturday  Messrs.  Blacklavvs  Petrie 
Dee smaER.ay  had  baskets  °f  trout  f rorn  Hb  to  Sll.  - 
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Deveron  (Banffshire).— Tho  river  has  been  extremely 
low  during  the  past  week,  no  rain  having  scarcely  fallen 
Bince  the  beginning  of  the  month.  In  consequence, 
fish  are  becoming  scarce,  and  disease  is  making  its  appear¬ 
ance.  There  has  been  a  capital  crop  of  grilse,  and  they  are 
still  plentiful  on  the  river  and  coast.  Sea  trout,  however, 
have  boen  rather  a  meagro  lot,  and  very  few  have  been 
taken  in  the  nets.  On  the  13th,  Lord  Settrington  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Hon.  C.  Walsh,  left  Huntly  Lodge,  where 
they  had  been  staying  for  a  week’s  fishing.  They  had  poor 
sport,  the  river  being  too  low  for  successful  angling.  Both 
gentlemen,  on  Monday,  went  for  a  day's  fishing  on  the 
Dclfour  section  of  the  Spey.  Several  salmon  and  grilse 
were  got  in  the  open  water  in  the  Huntly  district  last  week. 
On  the  Rothiemay  water,  the  baskets  of  trout  caught 
averaged  (51b.  to  81b.,  and  two  grilse  were  killed  on  the 
Avochie  water,  weighing  respectively  41b.  and  31b.  The 
day  netsmen  on  the  river  confined  their  operations  mostly 
at  the  bar  this  week,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  in 
tho.  pools  in  the  Duff  House  water,  near  the  dykes.  They 
had  very  few  salmon,  and  several  grilse  and  trout.  The 
night  fishermen  had  rather  better  luck,  but  far  less  fish  in 
comparison  to  any  of  the  previous  weeks.  On  the  coast  the 
nets  nearest  to  the  river's  mouth  yielded  fairly  well,  but 
those  to  the  east  of  the  town,  known  as  the  Tarlair  and 
Melrose  stations,  did  much  better ;  about  a  score  of  fish 
were  got  daily.  On  Monday,  two  large  boxes  were  con¬ 
signed  to  the  English  markets,  and  on  Wednesday  three 
boxes.  They  weighed  2icwt.  each.  From  the  fishings  at 
Gardenstown  the  results  continue  good,  and  for  the  week, 
up  to  Wednesday,  half-a-dozen  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
markets.  The  weight  of  the  box  is  licwt.  Altogether  the 
fishings  for  the  season  is  far  in  advance  of  last  year. 
— H.  W. 

Don,  Ythan, &c.— Splendid  sport  is  now  being  had  daily 
on  the  Don,  and  baskets  of  from  81b.  to  101b.  are  quite  com¬ 
mon.  The  fly  in  the  day  time  has  been  the  chief  lure  and 
the  deadly  minnow  later  on.  On  the  Castle  Newe  water. 
Captain  Davidson  Dess  had  a  splendid  week’s  trouting, 
while  the  guests  at  the  Haughton  Arms  and  other  hotel 
waters  have  had  capital  sport.  The  smolt  season  is  now 
over  on  the  tidal  reach  of  the  Ythan,  and  angling  will  now 
go  on  uninterruptedly  till  the  end  of  the  season.  Guests 
are  now  arriving  daily  at  the  Udney  Arms  for  the  tidal 
waters,  where  there  is  already  a  good  head  of  fish,  while 
splendid  baskets  have  been  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
reaches  higher  up.— G.  M. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— During  the  week  just  gone 
a  considerable  improvement  in  salmon  angling  was  ex¬ 
perienced  on  this  river,  certainly  not  due  to  any  alteration 
in  the  volume  of  water,  as  we  have  had  no  rain  since  same 
time,  but  rather  to  the  much  milder  weather  we  are  now 
having.  Rain  is  much  wanted,  as  the  river  is  now  ex¬ 
tremely  low  and  clear,  and  although  on  the  upper  reaches 
above  Kildonan  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  they  take  very 
shyly,  and  only  in  the  early  morning  or  late  at  night.  The 
Gorden-fly  is  therefore  much  used,  not  that  I  consider  this 
a  sportsmanlike  way  of  fishing,  but  it  must  be  confessed  it 
is  the  most  successful  as  things  now  are.  The  anglers,  as 
stated,  are  doing  fair.  Mr.  Kendall,  fishing  the  Kildonan 
rod,  landed  during  the  week  eighteen  salmon  and  three 
grilse;  Mamr  Guest  Suisgill  had  also  good  sport;  while 
Mr.  Pilkington,  Bonitele,  did  very  well.  The  local  anglers, 
who  occasionally  get  a  day’s  fishing,  are  also  getting  one  or 
two  fish  daily.  Mr.  Muir’s  (the  new  lessee  of  Badenloch 
shootings  and  fishings)  keeper  had  very  good  success  during 
the  week,  landing  sixteen  salmon  and  grilse.  The  duke’s 
netsmen,  too,  have  done  very  well.  On  the  15th  they  had 
some  splendid  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse,  some  of  the 
former  being  of  heavy  weights.  Sheep-washing  is  now 
going  on,  and  little  sport  need  be  looked  for  until  a  spate 
clears  the  pollution  left  by  it.  The  lochs  are  now  in  full 
swing  but  no  great  returns  are  heard  of.  The  trout  are 
small  and  not  quite  up  to  condition.  July  will  probably 
find  them  in  perfection.  Sea  fishing  here  at  present  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  herrings  for  bait  being  plentiful.  Cod,  haddocks, 
and  flat  fish  are  being  got.— S.  C.  ,  ,  _ 

Durness  Hotel. -Mr.  P.  H.  Humphrys  and  A.  F. 
Robinson  on  the  Kyle  of  Durness,  June  4,  ten  fish,  111b.; 
oth,  fourteen,  131b. ;  6th,  thirteen,  1241b. ;  8th,  fifteen,  1241b.  ; 
9th,  twenty-two,  1741b.;  10th,  eleven,  124.  June  10th,  Mr. 
A.  F.  Robinson  on  the  Grudie,  ten  trout;  11th,  Crospeiel, 
nine  trout,  51b.;  12th,  seven,  341b. ;  13th,  three,  21b.  6oz. 
June  6th,  Mr.  H.  Davies,  Kyle,  ten  fish,  121b. ;  8th,  eighteen, 
221b. ;  9th,  fourteen,  1741b. ;  13th,  twenty -one,  291b. ;  13th, 
one  grilse.  The  weather  is  very  much  improved,  and 
good  sport  is  expected  this  week. — A.  Turnbull. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— On 
Wednesday  last  Col.  and  Mrs.  Flower,  London,  fished  Loch 
Awe  and  caught  two  and  a-half  dozen  trout,  weighing  121b. 
in  all  and  Mr.  Caine,  London,  on  Loch  Assynt,  two  and 
a-half  dozen,  101b.  On  Thursday,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Flower,  on 
Loch  Gillaroo,  eleven,  641b.;  and  Mr.  Caine,  on  Loch  Awe, 
thirty-two,  101b.  The  day  was  exceedingly  cold  and  stormy. 
On  Friday  Col.  and  Mrs.  Flower  fished  Loch  Awe  and  got 
sixteen,  61b.  On  Saturday,  on  Loch  Assynt,  they  had 
thirtv-eight,  121b.;  and  Mr.  Caine,  on  Loch  Awe  (half  the 
day  only),  fifteen,  51b.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  Caine 
and  Col.  Flower,  fishing  together  on  Loch  Awe,  landed 
fifty-two,  151b. ;  and  Mr.  Clay,  Matlock,  on  Loch  Assynt, 

tVKUmelford.— The  ’  following  parties— Major  Pearson 
(Lancashire),  Lieut. -General  Tower  and  Hon.  Mrs.  Tower 
Rugby),  Messrs.  Taylor,  Graham  Howie,  Macartney, 
Well  wood,  Rattray,  and  R.  Anderson  (Glasgow)  Usher 
and  Lyle  (Edinburgh),  Dr.  Crombie  (North  Berwick)-pre- 
sentlv  residing  at  Ourlfail,  are  having  good  sport  on  the 
Hotel  waters  ;  baskets  averaging  from  two  to  three  dozen 
trout  per  diem  during  last  week,  t  he  weather  has  taken 
a  decided  change  for  the  better,  and  anglers  resorting  to 
Curlfail  can  depend  on  having  good  sport  on  these  waters. 

Kvie  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)— Sea  trout 
angling  appears  to  be  improving,  as  the  following  baskets 
will  show:— Dr.  Poison,  Edinburgh,  was  out  on  Monday 
last  week,  and  landed  nine  sea  trout,  weighing  in  all  3Jlb. ; 
on  Tuesday  he  had  thirteen,  41b.;  on  Thursday,  twenty- 
•  seven  1241b. ;  and  on  Friday  nine,  which  weighed  4db. 
Other’anglers  have  also  been  successful,  but  no  details  to 
hand.  Tne  salmon  fishings  at  the  various  netting  stations 
are  getting  more  productive  every  week.  Mr.  Anderson  s 
Scalp,  South  Bonar,  and  Rivermouth  shots  fully  main¬ 
tained  the  improvement  of  the  previous  week,  while  the 
takes  on  Mr.  Smith’s  Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fish- 
ings  as  well  as  on  Messrs.  Powne  and  Pitcaithley  s  Skibo 
fishings,  had  increased  almost  twofold.  From  the  whole 
combined,  it  is  calculated  that,  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
close  on  one  and  three-quarter  ton  of  salmon  had  been  con- 
uigned  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets.— Mcli. 

Lairg,  N.B.— Fishing  Loch  Shin  for  a  few  hours,  on 
Eridav  evening  last,  an  angler  from  Lairg  Hotel  made  a 
basket  of  twenty -five  troSt,  weighing  lejlb.,  heaviest 


trout,  241b.  On  Monday,  Colonel  Rosechurch  fished  Loch 
Beannoch  and  killed  eight  trout,  41b.  Various  lochs  in 
this  district  are  now  in  excellent  ply.  Weather  fine  and 
dry.  Mr.  Butters  has  secured  for  his  guests  tho  right  of 
fishing  Loch  An  Ullavic,  hitherto  preserved  by  tho  tenant 
of  the  Shinness  shootings.  A  boat  has  been  placed  upon 
it  since  a  few  days,  and  first-rate  sport  should  be  ob¬ 
tained.— J.  Y. 

Lochbuio  (Inveroram  Hotel).— Colonel  Kirkwood, 
fishing  from  Inveroram  Hotel,  on  June  6,  had  five  and 
a-half  dozen  trout,  averaging  three  and  four  to  the  pound ; 
Mr.  Montagu  D.  Campbell,  of  Blythwood,  and  Mr.  W .  G. 
Hartley,  Irvine,  on  Ilth  inst.,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
trout,  averaging  two  and  three  to  the  pound ;  on  12th, 
same  gentlemen  had  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  trout ;  on 
tho  same  day  Colonel  Kirkwood  and  Surgeon-General 
Robertson  Bridge,  of  Allan,  had  twelve  dozen  trout ;  on 
16th,  Surgeon-General  Robertson  had  three  and  a-half 
dozen  trout.  Have  had  a  few  days’  rain  ;  good  prospects 
next  week.— Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire.)— All  the  Ayrshire  lochs  are  now 
fishing  well,  and  during  the  past  few  weeks  a  good  num¬ 
ber  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  boats,  aud  have  done 
pretty  well  on  favourable  days.  On  Saturday  the  Both- 
well  and  Blantyre  angling  clubs  held  a  competition  on  Loch 
Doon.  The  total  catch  of  the  fourteen  conipetitors  being 
two  hundred  and  forty-three  loch  trout,  weighing  431b.  14oz. 
The  following  were  the  prize-takers  :  First,  Mr.  Pringle  ; 
second  Mr.  McKercher;  third,  Mr.  T.  S.  Wylie;  fourth, 
Mr.  Andrew  Paterson.— Heatherbell. 

Loch  Garry  and  River  Garry  (Tomdoun  Inn).— 
Fishing  prospects  for  the  next  week  or  ten  days  excep¬ 
tionally  good,  loch  fillingup  rapidly.— Hison. 

Loch  Garry  (Invergarry  Hotel).— Owing  to  the 
rainfall  the  loch  has  got  up  considerable  and  trout  are  on 


the  feed.— Hison. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  A  splendid  class  of  trout 
have  been  captured  here  during  the  past  week— short  and 
thick,  and  perfect  “  picters.”  The  weather  on  the  whole 
has  been  rather  unpropitious  for  many  trout  being  got — 
from  strong,  blustering,  veering  winds,  with  sunshine 
and  occasional  clouds.  Several  very  light  showers  have 
fallen,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  any  perceptible  difference 
in  the  feeders  of  the  loch,  which  in  several  instances  are 
almost  dry.  The  lake  is  consequently  very  clear,  and  some 
colouring  is  much  needed.  The  boatmen  inform  me  that  the 
trout  seem  at  present  to  have  no  special  preference  for  par¬ 
ticular  flies,  coming  boldly  and  indiscriminately  to  each 
and  all  of  the  flies  used  here.  The  Red  and  Green  Teal, 
Greenwell’s  Glory,  and  March  Brown,  however,  appear  to 
be  especial  favourites.  On  Tuesday,  the  first  prize  in  the 
St.  Mungo  Club,  from  Glasgow,  with  fly,  was  got  near  the 
old  Manse,  v.'ith  nine  magnificent  fish,  each  worthy  of  the 
skill  of  the  taxidermist,  and  scaling  in  all,  111b.  7oz.  I  he 
best  fished  boat  in  the  club — two  rods — had  fifteen  trout, 
181b.  loz.  The  largest  number  of  trout  landed  by  any 
private  boat  out  during  the  week  was  thirty-two.  Several 
of  the  best  average  baskets  of  private  parties  were:  Mr. 
Gordon,  Glasgow,  nineteen  trout,  211b. ;  another  Glasgow 
gentleman,  ten  trout,  121b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  Armadale, 
and  Capt.  Stewart,  of  Westwood,  twenty-five  trout, 
241b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Shields,  London,  fourteen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr. 
Gilmour,  Glasgow,  eight  trout,  81b. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale,  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— Beside  baskets 
made  by  local  anglers  during  the  past  week.  Dr.  Poison, 
Edinburgh,  who  was  out  on  Wednesday,  caught  fourteen 
nice  trout,  541b.  in  all.  Mr.  John  MacPherson,  Bridge 
Hotel,  in  a  few  hours  on  Thursday  evening,  landed  eight 
trout,  341b.  ;  and  on  Friday  evening,  five,  241b.— McB. 

Lochness  and  River  Tarff  (Fort  Augustus  Hotel).— 
There  has  been  a  complete  change  in  the  weather  since 
Monday,  and  west  wind  accompanied  with  rain  now  pre¬ 
vails.  As  a  consequence  good  angling  is  got  and  expected 
off  the  above  waters,  121b.  baskets  are  now  quite  common. 
Trout  in  excellent  condition  and  large  in  size.— Hison. 

LochRannoch  (Kinloch  Rannoch).— On  the  11th  inst., 
Mr  Foreman  and  Son,  from  Dimalastair  Hotel,  fished 
Loch  Rannoch  and  killed  twenty -seven  very  nice  trout. 
On  the  same  day  the  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Heath,  on 
the  river  Tumnael,  had  a  nice  basket  weighing  /lb.  On 
the  following  day,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Son  fished  the  river 
Tummel,  and  obtained  a  basket  of  twenty  fish,  all 
beautiful  trout.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heath  on  the  same  water, 
had  a  basket  of  341b.  weight.  Mr.  Stanley,  Annandale, 
secured  on  the  lake  a  heavy  basket,  weighing  fully  1041b. 
On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Scott  killed  twenty -one  nice  trout. 
On  the  river  Tummel,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Son  caught  fifteen 
trout  all  in  fine  healthy  condition.  On  the  following  day 
on  same  river  Mr.  Scott  had  a  basket  of  641b.  weight,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Son  obtained  a  take  of  9*10.  On  the 
16th  Mr.  Hooper  fished  the  river  and  had  a  basket  of  7jlb.; 
and  Mr.  Wilson  on  same  water  obtained  a  basket  weighing 
341b.  On  the  day  following,  Mr.  Walker  had  a  basket  of 
forty  trout,  all  weighing  pretty  heavy  ;  on  the  same  day, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper  had  a  basket  of  o-jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson  and  Son  had  a  basket  of  71b.  weight.— J.K. 

Loch  Tay,  (Kenmore).— On  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Melton, 
of  Liverpool,  fishing  the  last  few  days,  caught  forty-eight 
trout  weight  1941b.;  Mr.  Gray,  out  a  short  time  on  12th, 
caught  five.  241b.  Loch  in  good  ply.— W. Knight. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.K  l  he  sport 
during  the  past  week  has  been  as  follows  :  On  Tuesday , 
Loch  Shin  was  fished  by  Mr.  BOyd,  Edinburgh,  who  landed 
nineteen  trout,  weighing  841b.  ;  and  Mr.  MacGillivray, 
Inverness,  twenty -six,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Oakden  and  Bartholo¬ 
mew,  Birmingham,  on  Fiag  beat,  caught  fifty-one  trout, 
101b.,  and  a  Salmo  ferox  of  51b.  On  Wednesday,  Messrs. 
Ormond,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  Mid  Shin,  twentj-ninc 
trouf  1141b  ;lRev.  Canon  Faber,  Done  is  er,  on  Upper  Shin, 
nineteen  trout  741b. ;  Mr.  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch 
Griam,  forty,  llilb.';  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nesham  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  on  hoch  Merkland,  thirty -seven,  llj  lb. ,  and  Mr. 
Sample,  Borthal  Castle,  Morpeth,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
twenty-nine.  111b.  Thursday  was  so  stormy  that  anglers 
were  oiil  only  for  a  few  hours;,  Dr.  Nesham.  and  Mr  Boyd 
were  blown  off  Loch  Shin.  The  others  had  as  follows . 
Messrs.  Ormond  on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-six  trout,  131b.  , 
Rev.  Canon  Faber  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty -seven  741b.;  and 
Mr.  Sample,  on  Loch  Shin,  twenty,  101b.  On  Friday, ,a 
northerly  wind  blew  all  day — Loch  Shin  was  fished  by 
Messrs.  Ormond,  twenty-one  trout.  741b. ;  and  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Nesham,  sixteen,  81b.  Loch  Merkland  was  fished  by 
Rev.  Canon  Faber,  twenty-five,  741b. ;  and  by  Mr.  Bell- 
house  and  friend,  fifty-six,  lolb.  Mr.  Sample,  on  Loch 
Griam,  had  forty  trout,  131b.  On  Saturday,  Rev.  Canon 
Faber  on  Fiag  beat,  twenty-one  trout,  51b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Nesham,  on  Loch  Merkland,  th i rty -three  lOi 1  b  '  Messrs^ 
Ormond,  on  Loch  Griam,  seventeen,  51b. ,  Mr.  Sample,  on 
Loch  Shin,  eight,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  Bellhouse  and  friend  on 
same  loch,  seventeen,  71b.  Day  so  stormy  that  almost  all 
boats  were  blown  off  lochs.  Including  Monday  s  basket 
already  reported,  the  total  for  the  week  w'as  six  hundred 


and  eighty-six  fish,  2261b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Rev 
Canon  Faber,  on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-four  trout,  131b; 
and  Mr.  Sample,  forty-three,  1141b.  Messrs.  Ormond,  on 
Fiag  beat,  forty,  161b. ;  and  Dr.  Nesham,  on  Loch  Griam, 
fourteen  trout,  two  of  which  were  beauties  of  31b.,  and 
21b. ;  another  scaled  141b.,  and  the  whole 941b.— McB. 

Rhiconich  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— The 
weather  has  for  some  time  been  very  cold  and  otherwise 
unfavourable,  but  tho  rain  of  last  Saturday  has  brought 
with  it  a  change  for  the  better.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
the  wmather  was  fine,  and  angling  prospects  good.  Since 
last  reported  the  following  excellent  baskets  have  been 
made.  Captain  Burton,  Gloucester,  out  on  Loch  Tigh- 
Seilg,  on  Tuesday,  caught  eighteen  trout,  averaging  close 
on  Alb.  each.  Wednesday  was  blank,  but  on  Thursday, 
Captain  Burton,  same  loch,  had  fifty-two  trout,  1241b.  in 
all,  and  Messrs.  Bartholomew  and  Oakden,  Birmingham, 
on  Loch  Blarlocha,  four  dozen,  141b.  On  Friday,  Captain 
Burton,  on  Loch  Blarlocha,  three  dozen  trout,  101b.,  and 
Messrs.  Bartholomew  and  Oakden,  on  Loch  Gunavich,  six 
trout,  41b.  On  Saturday  the  last-named  fished  Loch  Tigh- 
Seilg  and  made  a  basket  of  two  dozen,  121b.  On  Monday 
this  week,  Captain  Burton,  on  same  loch,  twenty-nine 
trout,  101b.,  and  Messrs.  Bartholomew  and  Oakden,  on 
Loch  Inchard,  ten  fine  sea  trout,  161b.,  and  361b.  ly  the. — McB. 

Shin  (Inveran  Hotel  Waters,  Sutherland,  N.B.),— 
Salmon  angling  which  fell  off  considerably  about  ten  days 
ago,  has  recently  very  much  improved.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  fished  the  lower  reaches  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  and  grassed  a  141b.  salmon  on  Fir  Dam,  and  a  grilse  of 
41b.  on  Poll  Caslag.  On  Friday  Mr.  Edward  Buxton, 
landed  a  41b.  grilse  on  Caslag,  and  a  salmon  of  91b.  on  Fir 
Dam  ;  Colonel  Upsher  a  111b.  salmon  on  Cromarty  Pool ; 
and  Mr.  Buxton  a  fourteen-pounder  on  Fir  Dam.  Satur¬ 
day’s  basket  included  four  salmon  and  three  grilse  caught 
as  follows— Mr.  Edward  Buxton,  one  salmon  of  141b.,  on 
Caslag  ;  Colonel  Upsher,  a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  a  51b.  grilse 
on  Angus  Pool,  a  fourteen-pounder  on  Round  Pool,’  and  a 
grilse  of  541b.  on  Cromarty  Pool ;  Mrs.  Upsher  grassed  a 
salmon  151b.  Fir  Dam,  and  a  51b.  grilse  Angus  Pool ;  and 
Miss  Elweys,  while  fly-fishing  on  Grudie  Pool  with  small 
trout  rod  and  tackle  hooked  a  salmon  which  gave  magni¬ 
ficent  sport.  The  excitement  during  the  prolonged  struggle 
was  intense,  as  the  fish  more  than  once  displayed  a  desire 
to  cut  connection  with  Miss  Elweys.  This  feeling  was  not 
by  any  means  reciprocated  by  the  lady,  who  gallantly 
stuck  to  her  prize,  and  by  skilful  handling  brought  it  to 
bank,  it  weighed  121b.— McB. 

South  of  Scotand.— There  is  still  no  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  south  of  Scotland  rivers.  All  the  rivers 
have  not  been  so  low  in  the  month  of  June  for  fifteen 
years.  Consequently  angling  is  at  a  standstill,  and  no 
sport  to  speak  of  is  being  had.  The  only  chance  of  a 
trout  or  two  is  by  angling  far  on  in  the  evening.  In  the 
Annan,  Mr.  Dirun,  of  Mount  Annan,  killed  a  lib.  sea 
trout  the  other  night,  and  his  fisherman  had  also  one  of 
like  weight.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy,  Newington  Lodge, 
caught  fifteen  yellow  trout  in  the  Warmanbie  section  by 
fishing  up  river  with  the  worm  as  a  lure.  Mr.  Wallace, 
gunmaker,  Wigton,  had  a  few  nice  yellow  trout  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  with  worm  bait.  No  other  anglers  have  done  any¬ 
thing  worth  writing  about.  In  the  Border  Esk,  Mr.  T. 
Martin,  Langholm,  killed  a  sea  trout  in  the  Skipper’s  pool, 
and  Mr.  Harkness  had  two  with  worm  on  the  Stewart. 
Mr.  T.  Irving  had  fourteen  yellow  trout,  weighing  51b., 
and.  Mr.  W.  Swain,  one  of  lib.  The  reports  that  reach 
me  from  the  Canonbie  and  Longtown  waters  are  nearly  a 
blank.  In  the  Nith,  at  Thornhill,  a  few  yellow  trout  are 
being  caught.  In  the  Cairn,  Mr.  Maxwell  Kelly  had 
seven  burn  trout,  while  several  have  been  had  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kingholm,  with  the  shrimp  as  a  lure. 
A  great  deal  of  poached  native  trout  were  exposed  in 
certain  fishmongers’  shops  in  Dumfries  the  other  morning, 
beautiful  yellow  trout ;  any  twenty  of  the  lot  would  have 
weighed  401b.  From  their  appearance  they  looked  as  if 
they  had  been  taken  with  the  shackle  net.  Common  re¬ 
port  has  it  that  these  trout  come  from  the  upper  and 
middle  waters  of  the  Annan.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
poaching  gang  are  not  brought  to  book,  as  it  is  quite  a 
common  occurrence  to  see  stones  of  these  fish  almost 
every  week  in  the  fish  shops  of  Dumfries.  What  strikes 
the  angler  is  the  great  rarity  of  hearing  that  a  river 
poacher  has  been  caught  netting,  and  still  they  get  the 
fish.— Heatherbell. 

Spey.— Last  week  the  fishing  was  only  fair.  The  river  is 
getting  small  and  consequently  fish  will  not  move.  Mr. 
McCorquodalc,  on  the  Pitcroy  water,  on  Monday  last, 
killed  a  salmon  of  111b.,  on  Tuesday  a  grilse,  on  Wednesday 
a  grilse  and  a  salmon,  on  Friday  a  grilse  of  441b.,  and  on 
Saturday  two  salmon,  101b.  and  131b.  On  the  Knockando 
House  waters,  Mr.  R.  Middlemass,  fisherman,  on  Friday, 
killed  a  fish  of  111b.,  and  on  Saturday  two  of  401b.  and  131b. 
On  the  Ballindalloch  Castle  water,  Mr.  McCorquodale,  on 
Monday,  had  a  fish  111b.,  and  on  Tuesday  one  of  1041b.,  on 
Wednesday  one  of  71b.,  and  on  Friday  one  of  101b.  On  the 
Wester  Elchees  section,  John  Cruickshank,  fisherman, 
during  the  week  killed  several  fish,  and  on  the  Easter 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  Kelson  has  been  having  fair  sport.  On 
the  Aberlour  House,  John  McKenzie  killed  a  salmon  of  81b., 
and  on  the  15th,  Mr.  McDiarmid  had  one,  and  Mr.  Sharp 
two  salmon.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Cruickshank,  keeper,  on  the 
Tulchan  Lodge  water,  landed  two  salmon  and  one  grilse 
weighing  41b. ,  71b.,  and  741b.  Good  sport  has  been  enjoyed 
on  both  the  Teshie  and  the  Fruim,  Mr.  DuncanMacpherson, 
junr.,  of  Glentruim,  having  landed  four  salmon  and  grilse 
on  the  latter  river.  Some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are 
being  gotlate  in  the  evening  with  fly,  one  angler  securing 
131b.  ot  trout  in  two  hours,  one  of  them  weighing  21b.  lOoz. 
H.  L. 

Spey.— The  net  fishing  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  upper 
section  at  Fochabers,  has  been  very  poor  for  the  past  two 
weeks,  the  highest  take  being  fifteen  salmon.  The  river 
is  getting  very  low,  and  unless  there  is  rain  in  a  short  time 
this  section  will  be  useless  for  fishing.  On  the  lower  section 
the  fishing  is  only  fair.— H.  L. 

St.  Mary’s  Loch  (Rodono  Hotel,  Selkirk).— Capital 
sport  has  been  had  on  St.  Mary's  Loch  this  week.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Kenrick  Priescat,  killed  ten  trout  the  other 
day  on  the  loch  which  weighed  61b.  Colonel  Liston  had 
two  dozen  trout,  and  Miss  Liston  one  weighing  nearly  lib. 
Mr.  A.  F.  Buxton,  London,  caught  a  few,  and  Mr. 
William  Dalgliesh  fishing  at  night  killed  six  yellow 
trout,  weighing  441b.  One  trout  weighed  21b.  On  the 
neighbouring  streams  fair  sport  is  occasionally  had.  Mr. 
Robeiti,  Edinburgh,  killed  on  the  Megget  and  Glenaber 
Burn  ten  trout,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  two 
weighing  l|lb. — Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Perth).— Few  trout  anglers  have  been  out  lately, 
as  the  rivers  are  all  very  low,  so  that  there  is  very  little  to 
record  this  week.  On  the  Tay,  Mr.  Grant  had  one  sea 
trout  and  four  brown  trout ;  Mr.  McNicoL  six  brown  troul. 
On  the  Braam,  Mr.  Geo.  Mm'r.ipad  had  five  dozen  trout. 
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,  Thurso  and  Loohmoro  (Caithness). --Sport  on  most 
1’iVera  has  been  poor  of  late  In  the  North.  The  weather) 
as  a  rule,  has  been  dull  and  cloudy,  but  no  rain  has  fallen 
to  make  any  appreciable  difference  on  the  rapidly  falling 
streams,  and  now  they  are  dead  low.  Salmon  will  not  rise 
On  the  river,  but,  with  a  good  breeze  and  cloudy  day,  Loch- 
raore  is  still  good  for  a  fish  or  two.  On  June  8,  one  Salmon. 
On  the  9th  three  were  got  by  two  rods.  On  the  10th,  blank 
day.  On  the  11th,  one  rod  out,  and  killed  two  salmon.  On 
the  12th  the  same  rod  got  two  nice  fish.  On  the  13th  three 
tods  had  three  fish  of  average  weight.  Strange  no  grilse 
has  been  got  with  the  rod  this  year,  although  it  has  been 
the  best  for  salmon  for  a  good  many  years.  The  nets  on 
the  north  coast  are  getting  very  few  grilse,  and  surprise  is 
generally  felt  at  their  scarcity.  Trout  fishers  have  had  a 
good  time  of  it ;  the  fish  take  fly  well,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  made.  Mr.  G.  Sinclair  on  Monday  had 
sixteen  trout,  largest  21b. ;  Mr.  Todman  had  sixteen  trout, 
largest  41b. ;  another  angler  had  a  splendid  basket  of  forty- 
four  trout,  thirty  bf  the  best  weighing  141b.  Similar  success 
attended  trout  fishers  during  the  week.— A.  H. 

Tongue  Hotel. — June  3,  Archdeacon  Straton  and  Mr' 
Pease,  on  the  kyle,  five  sea  trout,  171b. ;  heaviest  fish,  61b’ 
(gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G.  Clarke);  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch 
Slamm,  nine  trout,  5ilb.  (gillie,  A.  Munro) ;  4th,  Arch¬ 
deacon  Straton  and  Mr.  Pease,  on  the  kyle,  four  sea  trout, 
121b.  (gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G.  Clarke);  5th,  Archdeacon 
Straton  and  Mr.  Pease,  on  Loch  Slamm.  four  trout,  21b. 
(gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G.  Clarke);  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  51b.  trout  (gillie,  A.  Munro) ;  6th,  Archdeacon 
Straton  and  Mr.  Pease,  on  the  kyle,  seven  sea  trout,  241b.  ; 
three  heaviest  fish,  61b.  each  (gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G. 
Clarke);  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Craggie,  six  trout,  441b. 
(gillie,  A.  Munro);  8th,  Archdeacon  Straton  and  Mr.  Pease, 
on  the  kyle,  five  sea  trout,  lOlh.  (gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G. 
Clarke);  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Craggie,  three  trout,  241b. 
(gillie,  A.  Munro);  Mr.  Bolton,  on  Loch  Slamm,  eight 
trout,  3ilb.  (gillie,  M.  Macdonald);  9th,  Mr.  Parker,  on 
Loch  Craggie  .  nine  trout,  441b.  (gillie.  A.  Munro);  Mr. 
Bolton,  on  Loch  Slamm,  eight  trout,  441b.  (gillie,  M.  Mac¬ 
donald);  Mr.  Hcywood,  on  Loch  Slamm,  nine  trout,  541b. 
(gillie,  S.  Macdonald);  Archdeacon  Straton  and  Mr.  Pease, 
on  the  kyle.  nine  sea  trout.  151b.  (gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G. 
Clarke);  10t,h,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight  trout,  54lb. 
(gillie,  A.  Munro);  Mr.  Bolton  and  Mr.  Hey  wood,  on  the 
kyle,  thirteen  sea  trout,  281b.  (gillies,  M.  Macdonald 
and  S.  Macdonald);  Archdeacon  Straton,  on  tbe  kyle, 
five  sea  trout.,  131b.  (gillies,.  J.  Ross  and  G.  Clark)  ; 
11th,  Acchdeacon  Straton,  on  the  Kyle,  twelve  sea  trout, 
261b.  (gillies,  J.  Ross  and  G.  Clarke) ;  Mr.  Parker  on  Loch 
Craggie,  241b.  trout  (gillie,  A.  Munro) ;  Mr.  Bolton  and 
Mr.  Heywood,  on  Loch  Craggie.  nine  trout,  541b.  (gillies, 
M.  Macdonald  and  S.  Macdonald).  12th,  Mr.  Bolton  and 
Mr.  Heywood,  on  Loch  Craggie,  121b.  trout  (gillies.  M. 
Macdonald  and  S.  Macdonald) ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch 
Slamm,  three  trout,  241b.  (gillie,  A.  Munro).  13th,  Mr. 
Bolton  and  Mr.  Heywood.  on  the  Kyle,  eleven  sea  trout, 
1441b.,  two  heaviest  fish  weighing  241b.  each.— A. 
Campbell. 

Tweed.— The  rivers  arc  in  a  fearfully  low  and  filthy 
condition,  and  it  will  take  fully  three  days’  heavy  rain  to 
give  us  a  flood  of  the  size  that  is  required  to  effectually  clear 
away  all  the  impurities  find  rubbish  that  has  congregated 
in  them  during  the  past  two  months.  As  for  salmon 
angling,  that  is  practically  dead  sport  at  present,  and  must 
remain  so  until  the  rise  in  the  water  takes  place.  In  the 
upper  districts  a  few  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got ; 
but  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  are  yielding  poor 
returns,  as  a  general  rule,  to  the  patient  Waltonian.— 
Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford) — During  the  past  week  there 
has  only  been  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  cottage, 
consequently  they  have  had  the  whole  water  to  them¬ 
selves.  The  best  basket  Mr.  Martin  had  was  1441b„  caught 
mostly  with  Creeper  ;  some  with  May-fly.  The'  best  dozen 
weighed  71b. ;  not  a  single  small  trout  amongst  the  lot. 
He  has  had  never  less  than  61b.  a  day.  Master  Jack 
Martin  has  not  had  such  good  baskets.  The  river  is 
slightly  coloured.  We  have  had  rain  yesterday  and  to-day. 

— R.  J.  Fenton. 
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Ballynahinch  Fishery.  —  Since  my 

following  fish  have  been  taken  : — Gen.  _ ; 

salmon  and  five  peal ;  Gen.  Cook,  six  salmon  and  five  peal! 
Col.  Farrington,  one  salmon  and  one  peal ;  Mr.  Pike,  who 
has  been  only  fishing  since  Friday,  three  salmon  and  three 
peal;  Mr.  Taylor  is  also  fishing,  but  no  report  to  hand. 
A  good  show  of  peal  in  the  tideway,  but  water  so  low  that 
they  cannot  run.  Signs  of  rain  daily,  but  it  won’t  fall  — 
Toombeola. 

Ballinderry  (East  Tyrone).— A  slight  freshet  in  this 
river  at  the  close  of  last  week  considerably  improved 
trouting  on  all  its  reaches  and  tributaries.  The  immense 
numbersof  the  Green  Drake  on  the  water  is  unprecedented 
On  the  Tullyleggan  preserved  water  (Mr.  W.  H.  Kinley’s)’ 


15th  Inst.,  Mr.  0,  R,  Stevenson  had  nine  brown  trout,  and 
Air.  K.  Stevenson  landed  eleven  trout  same  day,  Saturday 
previous  a  country  lad  bagged  a  101b,  pike  In  the  Tully¬ 
leggan  free  water.  Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  Killy* 
moon  or  Deserberught  water*  and  the  same  remarks  apply 
E°  in  the  Kildress  stream.  On  Wednesday,  at  the 

Little  Bridge  stream,  Air.  D.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  R.  Steven¬ 
son  bagged  nine  and  six  trout  respectively,  the  former 
gentlemans  best  fish  being  a  nice  one  of  211b.  On  the 
Aicltren  reaches.  Air.  W.  McCord  had  a  dozen  trout,  and 
Air.  R.  Campbell,  the  same  bag  on  the  13th.  At  the  Bur- 
mouth,  coarse  fishers  are  having  a  good  time,  the  two 
best  recorded  baskets  being  those  of  Mr.  John  Monelly 
thirty-eight  prrch  and  two  pike,  and  Mr.  John  Norris, 
twenty-nine  perch  and  eight  pike ;  taken  on  Monday. 
Fishing  in  Stewartstown  lake  on  Saturday  evening,  in 
about  half-an-hour,  Mr.  R.  Stevenson  and  myself  basketed 
fourteen  and  eighteen  perch  respectively,  all  taken  on  a 
paternoster.— East  Tyrone. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).-Sport  has 

been  indifferent.  The  weather  has  been  favourable  enough, 
though  the  sunshine  has  been  too  bright  during  the  best 
part  of  the  time.  Michael  Brennan— who  was  the  only 
fisherman  out  for  nearly  the  whole  time — had  two  salmon 
one  day,  weighing  111b.  and  81b.  On  another  day  he  had 
two  salmon,  101b.  and  81b.,  and  a  grilse  of  441b.  On  a  third 
day  he  caught  a  fine  fresh-run  salmon  of  "151b.  On  other 
days  he  had  a  few  good  trout,  including  two  sea  trout. 
Patrick  Murphy,  E.  Dennehy,  I).  Sullivan,  Robert  Huggard 
D.  Curran,  and  a  few  others  had  some  fair  sport  at  trouting 
on  odd  days.  Six  hundred  sea  trout  and  thirty-five  salmon 
were  had  in  the  last  weekly  season  at  the  weir,  and  when 
the  latter  was  raised  on  Friday  I  am  informed  that  the 
fish— especially  sea  trout — were  still  ascending  in  large 
numbers,  and  continued  to  do  so  up  to  the  time  the  wein 
was  again  put  down  at  noon  on  Monday.  A  good  seasor 
at  sea  trout  is  expected.— Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Gabel  Hotel,  Clonbur  (Galway).— On  Lough 
Mask  last  Thursday,  caught  with  two  rods  in  three  hours 
sprat ’’  or  natural  trout  fry  bait : -Trout,’ 
4jlb.,  3|lb..  241b.,  and  another  ;  pike,  81b.,  541b..  and  51b.  I 
am  told  Mask  is  much  better  than  the  neighbouring  lakes 
— W.  C.  Cafkerata. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Since  last  report  the 
weather  has  changed  from  cold  to  fine  and  warm,  with 
wind  south-west.  Fish  are  rising  to  fly  fairly  well 
although  the  water  on  the  low  side  ;  a  night’s  rain  would 
do  good.  Since  the  change  of  weather  took  place  and  the 
wind  veered  round  from  north-east  to  south-west,  trout 
fishers  on  the  lough  are  doing  well ;  baskets  of  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  fish  are  got  daily,  averaging  over  §lb. 
with  an  occasional  grilse.— Frank  Hearns,  Ballina,  Co. 
Mayo. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).- Curious  to 
relate,  the  Green  Drakes  are  still  coming  up  on  Lough 
Derg,  and  more  curious  still,  the  trout  persist  in  de- 
cliningjto  look  at  the 'tempting  movccau .  We  cannot  make 
it  out  at  all.  Of  huge  trout  there  are  positively  thousands 
in  the  different  bays,  and  around  the  islands,  but  we 
cannot  induce  them  to  touch  either  the  artificial  or  natural 
fly.  In  like  manner  the  river  is  full  of  grilse,  but  capture 
them  we  cannot.  Before  noon  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  H 

R.  V.  Burnett,  of  Brighton,  hooked  four  grilse  and  lost 

them.  A  few  days  ago  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  of  Birmingham, 
fishing  Mr.  A  oung’s  preserves,  met  seven  fish  in  as  many 
yards  of  the  river.  Yesterday  Mr.  Alfred  Beebe  managed 
to  land  four  fish  on  the  same  fishery— two  before  lunch, 
and  two  in  the  evening.  We  were  quite  taken  up  yester¬ 
day  in  watching  the  grilse  rising  up  through  the  arches  of 
the  bridge  at  Killaloe.  In  one  batch  there  were  thirty  fish 
as  close  to  each  other  as  a  pack  of  otter  hounds  on  a  hot 
drag.  With  more  rain  sport  is  certain  to  improve.  June  10 
Major  Traherne  had  two  grilse,  81b.  and  91b. ;  11th,  one 
salmon,  lolb. ;  12th,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Beebe,  one  grilse, 
61b. ;  13th,  Mr.  Turbett,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Burnett 
one  grilse,  841b.;  15th.  Major  Traherne,  one,  61b.;  W* 
A.  Beebe,  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  three  grilse,  71b 
each ;3  Mr.  R.  Westropp,  one  grilse,  641b.  on  free  water; 
on  the  16th  Mr.  Burnett,  one  grilse,  71b„  and  met  ten 
others ;  Mr.  R.  Westropp,  one,  441b.  On  the  17th  Mr. 
Alfred  Beebe,  on  Mr.  Young’s  preserves,  before 
lunch,  two  grilse,  51b.  each,  and  one  after,  81b. 
Mr.  Turbett,  one,  61b.  I  have  not  heard  what  other  rods 
have  done  to  day  on  the  lower  beats.  Grilse  are  coming  up 
from  the  Atlantic  as  fast  as  their  fins  can  carry  them _ 

S.  J.  Hurley". 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel) _ The  late  freshet 

brought  up  a  considerable  supply  of  salmon  and  peal,  ana 
some  sport  was  had  immediately  above  Clonmel,  especially 
on  Lord  Ashtown’s  preserves.  On  Saturday,  the  6th  inst. 
Mr.  P.  C.  French,  landed  a  salmon  of  111b.  ;  on  Monday 
the  8th  he  got  another  of  71b. ;  and  the  Hon.  W.  C.  French 
two  peal,  541b.,  and  341b.  respectively.  On  Tuesday,  the  9th! 
Hon.  W.  C.  French  another  peal  of  31b.  The  river  has  got 
very  low  since,  and  but  little  was  done  with  the  salmon 
but  trout  fishing  is  simply  first-rate,  and  has  been  so  since 


the  1st  of  May,  The  river  never  seemed  to  hold  so  many, 
Great  numbers  are  taken  with  fly,  to  which  they  rise  freely 
from  early  morning,  all  day  long,  till  long  after  sunset. 
Home  almost  fabulous  baskets  have  been  had  by  some  few 
anglers  who  took  full  advantage  of  the  rise,  some  of  them 
getting  from  three  dozen  to  six  dozen  good-sized  trout,  a 
good  few  oi  them  being  over  lib.  each. — Richard  Brad¬ 
ford. 


THE  DUMFRIESSHIRE  OTTER  HOUNDS. 

During  the  past  fortnight  these  hounds  have  been  eh- 
jojing  capital  sport  and  two  kills  are  recorded.  Oil 
1  uesday,  June  2,  hounds  met  at  Dumfries,  and  hunted 
the  Linden  Going  at  a  rattling  pace  past  Cluden  Mills,  a 
splendid  chorus  was  pealed  forth,  the  otter  being 
Mewed  at  the  same  time.  Taking  the  opposite  bank,  the 
animal  was  soon  driven  back  into  the  stream,  it  again 
made  for  the  land,  and  lodged  itself  in  a  tree  root,  from 
which  it  was  quickly  dislodged  and  forced  again  into  the 
river,  but  as  the  sport  was  at  its  height  a  heavy  thunder¬ 
storm.  accompanied  by  rain,  spoilt  the  fun,  and  the  otter 
got  clear  away,  as  the  hounds  had  to  be  withdrawn. 
Saturday,  the  6th,  met  at  Thornhill  at  seven  a.m.  There 
was  a  numerous  company  present,  headed  by  the  honorary 
huntsman.  Air.  Wilson  Davidson,  who  threw  off  the 

!  hounds  a  little  below  Nith  Bridge.  A  trail  was  hit  upon 
at  once,  and  followed  across  country  to  the  Cample 
water,  where  the  game  took  the  stream  down  to 
Lample-foot.  Here  it  found  some  deep  water,  and 
was  lost  tor  a  considerabe  time  until  one  of  the  terriers 
bolted  the  animal  from  a  tree  root  right  in  jfront  of  the 
hounds,  who  made  short  work  of  him.  A  fine  dogg  otter 
Tuesday  the  9th,  the  meet  was  at  Dinwoodie 

,  fetation  on  the  Annan,  commencing  to  hunt  at  Johnstone 

Budge,  an  otter  was  marked  in  an  impenetrable  strong 
hold  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 

r  T j?  ho:in,fl,s  were  working  remarkably  well,  and  opposite 
Jardine  Hall  an  otter  was  bolted  by  “Tinker.”  The  animal 
made  for  the  deep  water,  and  kept  the  hounds  at  bay  for 
two  hours,  and  ultimately  it  got  clear  away,  or  was 
drowned  after  showing  some  splendid  sport.  Last  Satur¬ 
day  the  hounds  met  at  Shillahill  Bridge  on  the  Annan 
but,  as  the  water  was  very  low,  it  was  decided  to 
try  the  lochs  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Lochmaben.  Follow¬ 
ing  up  the  \  alence  Burn,  a  fine  burst  of  music  gave  ample 
evidence  that  the  game  was  not  far  off.  The  broad  ex¬ 
panse  of  water,  however,  looked  very  unpromising 
until  a  boat  was  proenred  and  properly  manned  by 
,  •  Brook  and  F.  Johnson,  who  made  the  circuit  of  the 
loch,  while  the  huntsmen  cheered  on  the  hounds  with  all 
ms  might.  On  a  small  island  one  of  the  field  found 
the  remains  of  a  very  large  eel  not  quite  dead. 
This  was  a  very  encouraging  find,  but  the  kill  did  not  take 
place  till  after  the  hunt  had  lasted  three  hours.  Fairly 
brought  to  b<iy,  the  animal  took  refuge  in  some  roots 
where  the  kill  was  effected,  a  fine  bitch  of  171b.  This  is 
the  first  otter  ever  killed  in  the  Castle  Loch.— G. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatoria 
Patents,  specially  compiled  for  the  F.  G.  by  Messrs 
i'1’  ,and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and  Engineers! 
!!  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys 

“d  iroreiB” 

9’!®i-u4rfchur  H-  c;  Burrow,  of  Colne  Cottage,  Staines, 
^rimK?r°iVe,Vients,  111  fishing-rod  line-guides  or  rings, 
n  to  all  niakes  of  fishing-rods.” 

trawls”  '  En°lisb’  of  Condon,  for  “Improvements  in 

9’ m“°Tnd  and  ^  £llcock>  of  Standard  Works, 
‘Drummond0Reel.'’ ”°r°VCd  fl3hlnK'reel>  to  be  called  the 


The  Proposed  Improvements  on  River  Casstfv  — 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Sutherland  Fishery  Board, ’held  last 

Gas  si e  h  FL 11°  Pw!fi  t0  °pen  a  Pasaa«e  for  salmon  over  the 
Cassley  Fall  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  Now  that 

amHl  aM)u.nv1S  being  taken  by  the  five  estates  interested, 
v,th  fihe.ry.iB.oard  are  ln  favour  of  the  scheme,  it 
om°hMnhh?tl  Rhat  ithls  fine  river  wil1  soon  be  what  it 

stream?) 0  ~v)z“,one  of  the  best  salmon 
streams  in  the  north.  It  is  upwards  of  twenty  miles  long 

with  many  excellent  lochs  at  its  head-streams,  while  tho 
stl-etch  of  its  course  beyond  the  fall  over 
which  no  fish  can  ascend,  contains  capital  pools  and  as  a 
spawning  ground-could  fish  reach  it-is  said  to  be  untur* 
passed  in  Scotland.  Air.  J.  MacNicol,  of  Highfield  Tain 
who  18  an  expert  in  such  matters,  has  been  engaged 
to  examine  the  place  to  see  if  blasting  the  rocks  will 
ladder!-Mc  B0t  ^  18  lntended  t0  construct  an  artificial 


FISHINGS  REQUIRED,  VACANCIES 
FOR  RODS,  SITUATIONS,  &n. 


Advertisements  inserted  in  this  Col¬ 
umn,  20  words  ...  (per  insertion)  1  0 
Ditto  . (Three  insertions)  2  6 

Advertisements  must  not  be  received  later  than 
9  a.m.  on  Fridays. 

N.B  — These  must  be  prapaid,  or  they  will  not 
be  inserted 


WANTED  Situation  as  Artificial  Fly- 
dresser  and  tackle  tyer,  or  fly 
dresser  alone :  several  years’  exprrience. 
— Apply  C.  B.,  Fishing  Gazette,  Office. 

WANTED,  Situation  as  Water  Bailiff. 

—Apply  L.  W.  F.,  Fishing 
Gazette  Office. _ _ 

JAYS  WINGS. — For  Sale,  about  130 
pairs,  for  what  offers. — Address,  A. 
Cull,  Bucknells,  Silverstone,  Towcester, 
Northampton. 


~L>  ETAIL  FISHING  TACKLE  BUSI- 
-i-V  NESS  for  SALE  from  1st  July  ; 
crand  opening  for  good  Rod  maker. 
Price  reasonable. — By  letter  to  Retail, 
care  of  Fishing  Gazette. 

pOARSE  FISHING  SEASON,  1891.- 
Wanted,  1.000  Bottom  Fishermen, 
to  send  for  copies  of  “  The  Trent  Otters,”’ 
(late  of  Newark-on-Trent).  Descriptive 
catalogue,  new  edition,  now  ready,  con¬ 
taining  full  descriptions  of  over  50 
different  sorts  of  Bottom  fishing  and 
Spinning  Rods,  &c.  “Post  free  to  any 
address.”— From  J.  W.  Martin,  “The 
Trent  Otter,”  Newtown,  Huntington. 

JMISHING,  river  Shannon,  Ireland, 
J-  Gentleman’s  house.  Post  and  rail 
close.  Terms,  2  guineas  weekly. — S. 
Thompson,  Ruskev,  Co.  Roscommon. 

TTTORMS. — Splendid  small,  various; 

'  »  3s.  1000,  Is.  9d.  500,  Is.  250  ;  free. 

Terms  cash.  —  Angler,  70a,  Peckham 
Rye,  S.E.  Letters  only. 

I^ISHING  TO  LET.  — Ono  Mile  on 
-L  the  river  Blackwater,  Essex,  10 
minutes’  walk  from  Braintree  Station 
and  Town. — J.  G.  Vaizey,  Booking, 
Braintree,  Essex. 

U^ISHIAG  TACKLE. — Young  man, 
-F  thoroughly  efficient,  for  general 
fishing  tackle  department. —  Terms  to 
Cox  &  Son,  Bernard  St.,  Southampton. 

•TIO  LET.— Well-furnished  Apartments, 
J-  with  attendance,  good  cooking, 
near  beach,  opposite  station,  healthy 
part  of  Norfolk.  Splendid  scenery  and 
walks,  terms  moderate. — Mace,  Winsor 
House,  Sherringham. 

1  A  FT.  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  Heaton’s 
J-l/  patent  screw  ferrules,  10s.  6d., 
13ft.  Gin.,  double  hand  trout  rod,  ditto. — 
Address,  Amber  Dun,  Ambergate,  Derby. 

lVTOrED  RIVERSIDE  PUBLIC, 
-hi  Situate  in  one  of  the  favourite 
spots  of  the  Upper  Thames,  for  disposal. 
Price,  including  furniture,  fittings, 
fixtures,  2  good  horses,  waggonette, 
dog-cart,  3  other  carts,  barge,  punt,  &c., 
only  £420,  rent  £12  ;  only  one  change  in 
35  years.— J.  Baker  A  Co.,  4,  Great 
James  St.,  Bedford  Row. 

T^OR  SALE.— Oil  Painting,  Salmon, 

J-  by  LI.  L.  Rolfe,  signed  and  guaran¬ 
teed;  35  by  23  inside  frame.  Price  £25, 
half  original  cost,— Apply,  T.  W  H  ’ 
Fishing  Gazette  office. 


AFTER  A  DAY’S  FISHING, 

Call  on  TIBBATTS, 

AT  THE 

“CITIZEN,”  70,  H0UNDSDITCH, 

( Opposite  Bishopsgate  Church.) 

Two  minutes'  walk  from  Liverpool  8treetand  Broad 
Street  Stations. 
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NOTICE 
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SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  AND  SEA 
FISHING  ALONG  THE  NORTHERN 
SEABOARD. 

By  Mac. 

A  holiday  spent  in  doing  the  sights  and 
fishings  of  the  breezy  northern  seaboard  of 
Scotland  cannot  fail  to  prove  pleasant,  interest¬ 
ing,  and  invigorating  to  anyone,  and  more 
especially  the  worn-out  city  man  who  has  to  coin 
his  brains  for  his  daily  bread. 

By  train  north  from  Inverness,  or  boat  from 
Aberdeen — either  a  pleasant  trip  in  fine  weather 
—the  “  Northward  bound,”  on  arriving  at  Thurso, 
has  before  him  a  drivo  of  some  miles  to  get  to 
tho  first  angling  place  of  any  consequence — 
namely,  Reay  Inn.  Here,  but  a  short  distanoo 
from  tho  seaside,  is  a  3mall  clachan  whereof  tho 
inn  and  post-office  are  the  chief  houses  of  dignity. 
The  landlord,  Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  is  usually  able 
to  get  free  fishing  for  a  couple  of  rods,  using  the 
same  boat,  on  Loch  Scye — a  loch  of  noted  reputa¬ 
tion  for  game  red-fleshed  trout  of  superior 
quality  and  a  good  size.  He  can  besides  nearly 
always  arrange  for  his  guests  having  fishing  on 
Loch  Shurrery  and  the  loch  above  it.  Both  these 
lochs  yield  heavy  baskets  of  trout,  not  of  a  great 
size  but  gamesome  and  of  excellent  quality ;  and 
Shurrery  in  tho  season  proper  for  it  is  frequently 
good  for  a  grilse  or  a  salmon.  The  best  time  of 
the  year  (all  things  taken  into  account)  for  getting 
sport  both  with  trout  and  larger  fish  is  from  the 


third  week  in  Juno  to  tho  end  of  July.  Iu  order 
to  prevent  disappointment  it  is  recommoudod  th  ,t 
anyone  thinking  of  trying  this  really  good  fishing 
centre  should  bo  cortaiu  of  two  things  before 
going  north — namely,  fishing  and  accommodation. 
The  proprietor  of  the  former  occasionally 
requires  the  use  of  the  boats  for  personal  friends 
staying  with  him  as  guests  ;  and  the  latter,  which 
is  sufficient  only  for  two,  or  three  at  tho  most,  is 
often  fully  taken  up.  There  is  first-rate  sea¬ 
bathing  on  the  lovely  white  sands  of  Sandside 
Bay,  within  a  few  minutes’  walk  of  the  inn.  The 
fish  ponds  and  hatchery  at  Sandside  House,  close 
by,  which  are  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Nicol 
McNicol,  an  able  and  most  successful  fish  culturist, 
are  well  worth  visiting.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  salmon  hatchery  on  the  Forss  at  Westfield 
House,  between  Reay  and  Thurso,  which, 
originally  started  by  Mr.  McNicol,  is  now  under 
the  charge  of  his  nephew,  Mr.  Donald  McNicol. 

The  Reay  fishings  done  justice  to,  the  angler 
will  proceed  to  Melvich  Hotel,  Mr.  Morrison’s 
other  place,  which  is  the  next  angling  centre. 
Passing  Sandside  House  on  the  way,  and  then  over 
a  bare  hill,  whereon  is  a  cairn  to  which  every 
Highlander  religiously  adds  a  stone,  he  descends 
into  the  valley  of  the  Halladale,  crossing  that 
river  by  a  fine  bridge,  which  now  takes  the  place 
of  the  ferry,  and  after  an  up-hili  pull  of  about  a 
mile  and  a-half,  arrives  at  the  hotel— a  distance 
of  about  six  miles  from  Reay.  Quite  a  large 
number  of  lochs  aro  fished  from  Melvich.  Mr 
Morrison  has  gone  in  for  fish-culture,  and  yearly 
has  been  stocking  the  lochs  with  trout  of  the 
best  native  strain.  Coorach,  Craskach,  and 
Baligall  contain  splendid  trout,  and  the  fishing  is 
practically  unlimited.  July  is  the  best  month  ; 
it  is  also  best  for  salmon  and  grilse  angling  on  the 
Halladale,  on  which,  by  arrangement,  a  rod  may 
be  had.  The  sea  fishing  is  of  the  first  order,  and 
most  convenient. 

An  uninteresting  drive  of  about  four  miles  from 
Melvich  takes  the  angler  to  Strathy  Inn,  situated 
up  the  brae  some  distance  beyond  the  Strathy 
River.  A  stay  is  seldom  made  here,  except  by 
tourists  desirous  of  seeing  grand  rock  scenery,  for 
which  Strathy  Point  is  famed,  or  of  engaging  in 
sea  fishing,  the  only  fishing  of  account  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  way  now  to  Bettyhill  of  Farr,  twelve 
miles  distant.  This  is  a  grand  drive,  but  stiff  and 
slow.  Steep  to  a  degree,  where  not  up-hill  it  is 
down -hill,  and,  thereforo,  time  is  had  to  en  joy  the 
scenery,  which  is  a  peculiar  commingling  of  the 
rugged  and  the'jbleak,  “  with  glimpses  the  of  ocean 
between.”  The  inn  of  Bettyhill  stands  high 
above  tho  estuary  of  the  Naver,  commands  a  fine 
view  of  Torrisdale  Bay,  and,  like  “  Locksley 
Hall,”  “  overlooks  the  sandy  tracts  and  the  hollow 
ocean  ridges,  but  not  the  roaring  cataracts.’’ 
Good  sea  fishing  can  be  got  from  this  place ;  and 
the  tidal  pools  of  the  estuary  have  a  reputation 
for  yielding  anglers  many  fine  large  sea  trout. 

To  Tongue  next,  a  distance  of  about  thirteen 
miles.  From  Bettyhill  Inn  the  road  descends 
abruptly  to  the  valley  of  that  splendid  angling 
river,  the  Naver,  along  which,  first  on  the  east 
and  then  on  the  west  bank,  it  proceeds  amid 
beautifully  soft  scenery— birches  and  verdant  low 
grounds,  flanked  by  mountains  on  either  side  for 
a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  after  which,  turn¬ 
ing  abruptly  to  the  right,  it  leads  up  a  steep  hill  — 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  a  rise  in  a 
little  over  a  mile,  then  presently  descends  at 
almost  as  rapid  a  gradient  on  the  fine  River  Borgie, 
excellent  in  spring  for  salmon  angling,  and  good 
in  summer  for  grilse  when  there  is  water.  Between 
Borgie  Bridge  and  Tonguo  several  nice  lochs  aro 
passed,  and  when  within  two  and  a-half  miles  of 
Tonguo  tho  road  strikos  tho  kyle,  tho  drive 
thenco  to  the  hotel,  past  the  llouso  of  Tougue,  is 
interesting  as  being  erstwhile  the  home  domain  of 
the  great  lords  of  Reay,  hereditary  chiefs  of  the 
warlike  clan  Mackay.  Several  good  lochs  can  be 
fished  from  Tongue  Hotel.  Craggie  contains  part 
ticularly  game  trout,  but  unquestionably  the  great 
angling  attraction  of  Tongue  is  the  kyle  sea  trout 
angling.  Sometimes  the  Ferryburn,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  kyle,  gives  a  fair  basket  of  sea  trout 
when  a  heavy  spate  is  running  out.  The  Kinloch 
River,  which  enters  the  head  of  the  kyle,  is  of 
some  repute  for  the  sport  it  affords  with  the 
anadromous  Salmonidce,  but  being  let  with  shoot¬ 
ings  it  is  not  available  for  hotel  anglers  without 
permission, 


The  Kyle  of  Tougue  crossed,  the  most  bleak  and 
uuiutorostiug  part  of  whole  road  is  at  onco  entered 
upou.  This  is  tho  long,  haro,  barren  hill  of  tho 
Moiu — but  what  a  contrast  follows  !  All  at  once, 
tho  dreary  waste  passed,  the  angler  is  gladdened 
with  the  sight  of  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  on  God’s 
fair  earth.  Before  him  lies  the  charming  Loch 
Hope,  stretching  far  away  amid  “  mountains  blue  ” 
to  the  south,  while  birches  in  profusion  on  the 
slopes  surround  the  handsome  shooting  lodge  to 
the  right,  picturesquely  situated  near  by,  above 
the  surging  Hope  River. 

Crossing  tho  Hope  by  the  chain  ferry-boat,  Loch 
Hope, 

“  whose  golden  wave 
Its  shores  of  pebble  gently  lave,” 

is  left  behind.  Tbe  road  now  leads  straight  up¬ 
hill  for  a  bit,  passes  afterwards  over  high  ground, 
where  nothing  of  interest  is  to  be  seen,  and  then 
once  again  descends  abruptly — this  time  to  Heilum 
Ferry,  on  the  salt-water  Loch  Erriboll,  which  to 
Portnacon,  on  the  other  side,  can  be  crossed  by 
boat  if  preferred  to  driving  round  the  head  of  tbe 
loch,  which  only  those  purely  bent  on  sight-seeing 
elect  to  do.  The  Tongue  Hotelier  will  take  the 
angler  to  Heilum,  and  the  Durness  Hotelier  will 
take  him  from  Portnacon  to  Durness,  but  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  latter  drive  should  be  made  and 
fixed  some  days  beforehand  to  insure  the 
“  journeyer  ”  not  being  stuck  up  at  Portnacon. 

To  Durness  Inn  from  Portnacon, 

“Where  beneath  northern  skies 
Chafes  wild  Loch  Erriboll  his  caverns  hoar,” 

the  distance  is  some  eight  miles.  The  Polla — good 
for  sea  trout  and  grilse  in  July  and  August,  when 
there  is  water  enough — enters  the  head  of  Loch 
Erriboll.  There  is  a  celebrated  trouting  loch 
about  two  miles  up  the  stream  side  and  Loch 
Seine,  a  sea-coast  locb,  which  affords  fine  sea  trout 
fishing  with  fly  in  August  and  September,  is  about 
mid-way  between  Portnacon  and  Durness.  The 
kyle  fishing  for  sea  trout  is  the  great  piscatory 
attraction  for  anglers  at  Durness.  It  is  the  troll¬ 
ing  business— same  as  on  the  Kyle  of  Tongue ; 
still,  the  tidal  pools  fish  with  fly  for  sea  trout  and 
grilse.  It  is  a  sort  of  secret,  but  it  may  here  and 
now  be  stated  publicly,  that  on  these  pools  the 
deft  hand  with  the  spinning  rod  does  best  of  all, 
using,  of  course,  the  proper  lures,  natural  and 
artificial,  for  the  time  of  the  year.  Crosspuil  has 
splendid  trout,  as  bright  as  any  sea  trout  and 
more  gamesome.  Loch  Gaisgeach  is  a  good  brown 
trout  loch — far  the  best  iu  the  neighbourhood.  Sea 
fishing  and  sea  bathing  are  both  superb,  as  also 
are  the  boating  excursions  to  Capo  Wrath  “  when 
summer’s  on  the  wave.” 


SALMON  ANGLING  EXPERIENCES. 
UNLIKELY  WEATHER  CHANGES. 

By  M. 

I  well  remember  the  advice  I  got  from  oue  of 
my  earliest  tutors  in  the  art  of  salmon  angling : 
“Stick  in;  have  your  fly  aye  in  the  water;  ye 
don’t  know  the  minute  he  may  come  on.”  This 
most  excellent  advice  was  impressed  upon  me 
often — how  often  I  cannot  tell — by  good  “  Old 
Dusty,”  a  leal-hearted,  kind,  triumph-crowned 
veteran  in  the  art,  whose  figure  for  long  years  was 
familiar  to  sportsmen  on  the  banks  of  the  “silvery 
Dee  ”  in  the  district  of  Banchory,  Kincardineshire. 
To  “  Old  Dusty  ”  I  was  deeply  indebted  for  much 
of  my  best  coaching ;  for  his  momory  now  that  ho 
is  gone — years  since  gone — I  have  the  most  sincere 
respect ;  he  was  ever  encouraging,  ever  hopeful ; 
and  often  since  the  time  when  finally  his  living 
voice  ceased  to  encourage  and  his  living  presence 
to  set  an  examplo,  havo  I,  iu  times  when  luck 
seemed  altogether  against  mo,  heeu  rewarded  by 
stickiug  iu — from  recalling  tho  cheery  words, 
“  Stick  in,  my  lad,”  and  fancying  I  saw  the  old 
figure,  with  grey  locks,  the  still  keeu  penetrating 
eye,  and  greenish  worsted  cap  stuck  full  of  flies, 
patient  and  persevering,  carrying  out  in  practice 
what  he  so  encouragingly  counselled,  keeping  his 
flies  still  in  the  water  until  indeed  “day  was  dnnn 
and  darkness  had  fallen  from  the  wings  of  night.” 

Tho  pupil  may  come  to  eclipse  the  uiastei . 
Yes,  instances  of  this  will  be  known  to  many  in 
piscatorial  as  iu  other  pursuits.  Last  week  1 
wrote  a  paper  for  F.  G.,  having  for  its  title,  “  Ho 
Drowned  Himself.”  It  referred  to  a  salmon  which 
determined  not  to  keep  its  head  up — up 


was 

stream  I  mean— notwithstanding  all  my  lugging, 
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rugging,  and  tugging  to  get  it  to  do  so.  It  was  a 
case  of  death  due  to  its  own  stupid  will.  Butting 
it  did  not  make  it  turn  ;  humouring  it  by  letting 
the  line  get  slack  did  not  make  it  turn.  Down  it 
was  determined  to  go  and  down  it  went.  It  was 
caught  at  length  by  water,  which  in  the  exhausted 
state  it  was  in,  from  having  been  played  hard  for 
over  fifteen  minutes,  it  was  unable  to  resist — it 
had  to  go  with  it — down  a  glister  100yds.  in 
length,  so  rapid,  so  dense  in  the  vortex,  and  so 
bouldery,  that  between  going  down,  most  likely 
head  foremost,  and  getting  knocked  on  the 
boulders,  it  seemed  quite  dead  as  it  was  lifted 
out  of  the  water  of  a  gentle  eddy  at  the  bottom 
of  the  glister.  “Old  Dusty,”  when  I  told  him  in 
the  evening  of  my  experience,  said  it  was  a  grand 
achievement.  “  I  could  not  have  done  it  myself, 
and  I  would  have  said  it  was  impossible  in  so  low 
a  water,”  he  said,  “to  secure  a  fish  after  letting 
him  get  into  the  glister.  I  have  seen  at  least  a 
score  go  down,  but  never  one  landed  afterwards. 
They  all  broke.”  I  felt  quite  flattered  to  receive 
such  praise  from  my  former  tutor,  but  with  be¬ 
coming  modesty  I  replied,  “  It  was  more  luck 
than  my  good  management.”  Still  I  believe  the 
way  I  angled  the  line,  which  enabled  me  to  heave 
it  over  the  far  out  above-water  boulders,  as  they 
occurred,  had  something  to  do  with  my  success. 
I  have,  in  my  experience,  always  found  it  bad 
policy  to  keep  right  opposite  a  fish  which  works 
far  out  in  swift  water — say  over  30yds. — as  the 
current  is  bound  to  catch  the  line  and  drown  it, 
when  it  in  turn  will  be  sure  to  be  caught  by 
stones  or  snags,  assuming  of  course  their  being 
there.  My  policy  is,  keep  well  above  the  fish — 
angle  the  line  well  with  the  water — you  drown 
but  little  of  it,  and  thus  you  always  know  within 
a  yard  or  two  where  your  fish  is. 

A  friend  who  is  an  excellent  angler,  both  for 
trout  and  salmon,  on  loch  and  river,  wrote  me  the 
other  day:  “I  write  to  ask  if  your  experience 
coincides  with  mine  with  regard  to  fishing  in  dull 
drowsy  weather,  or  in  mist.  As  a  rule,  I  have  had 
the  best  sport  under  such  conditions  by  using  dark 
flies  or  sober-coloured  flies  of  a  smaller  size  than 
I  shoo'd  have  used  on  the  same  waters  on  the 
same  days  had  the  weather  been  breezier  or 
opere  My  experience  entirely  agrees  with  that 
of  my  friend,  and  I  should  much  like  to  hear  what 
those  of  your  readers  who  have  been  close 
observers,  who  have  found  it  a  necessity  to  be  so, 
have  to  say  on  the  subject.  A  change  of  weather 
even  when  apparently  from  good  to  bad  for  fish¬ 
ing  will  often  bring  sport.  “  Old  Dusty  ”  was  the 
first  to  give  me  this  wrinkle  of  using  small  dark 
flies  in  hazy  weather. 

Ten  years  ago  I  well  remember  I  had  got  up 
early  in  the  morning  one  day  to  have  a  long  day 
of  the  fishing  during  the  best  of  the  grilse  run. 
From  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  we 
stirled,  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  began 
lo  change, it  looked  in  every  respect  a  fishing  day — 
breezy,  the  breeze  down  stream,  and  plenty  of 
cloudland  high  up  with  blinks  of  sunshine  through 
the  rifts.  Albeit  everything  seemed  so  thoroughly 
in  our  favour  we  did  nothing.  About  four  o’clock 
the  breeze  died  away  and  the  air  got  very  drowsy 
— a  lazy  thin  haze,  not  drizzly  settling  down  all 
around,  making  the  near  hills  look  quite  blue,  and 
having  the  effect  of  completely  obscuring  the  sky. 
After  fishing  awhile  under  this  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  with  the  flies  we  had  been  using,  “Old 
Dusty” — knowing  one — recommended  a  trial  of 
very  much  smaller  dark  flies.  We  were  then  at 
the  last  pool  of  the  beat,  which  we  fished  without 
doing  anything.  Having  light,  however,  to  fish 
up  to  ten  o’clock,  we  decided  to  wend  our  way 
back  to  the  head  of  the  uppermost  stream  of  the 
beat,  from  which,  in  fishing  back  to  the  bottom 
pool,  there  were  eight  good  casts  which  we  had 
to  go  over  in  addition  to  odd  corners  here  and 
there  which  grilse  were  wont  to  affect.  That 
evening  between  six  and  nine  o’clock  we  had  four 
grilse  and  two  good  sea  trout  between  us,  all  with 
small  dark  flies:  not  bad  under  such  apparently 
untoward  conditions.  As  in  misty  weather  objects 
loom  large — “enlarge  to  giant  size” — it  may  be 
that  under  such  conditions  flies  become  so  magni¬ 
fied  to  the  salmons’  vision,  that  it  is  necessary  they 
should  be  small  to  appear  natural  to  them,  and 
dark  to  harmonise  with  the  prevailing  dulness. 

V  lien,  albeit  the  weather  iooks  everything  that 
can  be  desired,  fresh-run  fish  will  not,  cannot  be 
got  to  take  the  most  suitable  flies— flies  which 
bat  the  day  before,  or  earlier  in  the  day,  they 


were  taking  splendidly — we  may  be  pretty  well 
sure  that  a  change  is  impending — indeed,  not  far 
off.  An  east  wind,  especially  in  the  case  of  rivers 
running  eastward,  is  without  doubt  more  against 
sport  than  any  other.  Yet  I  have  several  times 
seen  a  sudden  move  of  the  wind  into  the  east 
make  the  fish  in  some  of  these  rivers  move  well — 
to  the  fly. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  three  years  ago  there 
were  plenty  of  fish  in  a  reach  of  river  which  I 
fished.  All  the  forenoon,  which  looked  excellent 
for  fishing,  I  and  the  keeper  worked  hard,  but 
not  a  fish  did  we  get  or  move.  About  two  o’clock 
it  got  very  cloudy  and  cold,  and  the  wind — from 
the  south-west,  where  it  had  been  up  to  that  time 
— whipped  suddenly  round  to  the  east.  It  got 
very  snarly  and  whistled,  foreboding  something 
severe.  We  could  not  have  believed  it,  but  half- 
an-hour  or  so  afterwards  a  regular  snowstorm 
began,  and  it  blew  half  a  gale.  Snow-flakes  fell 
thick  and  fast,  and  the  ground  got  white  in  no 
time.  Telling  the  keeper  to  fish  (the  last  pool  at 
which  we  had  arrived)  if  he  cared,  I  ran  for  shel¬ 
ter.  A  good  hardy  Mac — MacHardy  was  his 
name  (no  pun) — he  was,  and  nothing  cowed  by 
the  elemental  rigour,  he  started.  The  wind  was 
in  his  “  ee,”  and  he  soon  became  white  as  a 
sheep  !  but  he  stuck  in,  and  in  half-an-hour  got 
three  grilse— splendid  work.  Next  morning — 
Sunday,  fifth  June — when  I  got  up  I  got  a  startler. 
There  was  snow  all  over  to  the  depth  of  5in.  The 
grouse  at  the  time  were  hatching  out  their  young, 
and  nearly  all  the  eggs  and  young  birds  perished. 
The  old  ones  will  not  sit  to  be  snowed  up. 

But  two  years  ago  a  very  decided  instance  of 
an  east  wind  bringing  sport  came  under  my 
observation.  I  had  been  in  great  luck  for  a  couple 
of  days  fishing  a  splendid  stretch  of  grilse  water, 
early  in  July.  The  third  day,  to  all  appearance, 
left  nothing  to  be  desired ;  the  fish,  however, 
scarcely  moved.  Both  my  gillie  and  myself  fished 
with  confidence  and  with  great  care.  We  were 
in  the  hone  to  do  so,  from  the  thoroughly  satis¬ 
factory  encouragement  which  we  had  been  getting. 
More  than  a  dozen  casts  we  had  gone  over  with 
no  result  beyond  stirring  a  couple  of  fish,  both  of 
which  came  short.  We  could  not  account  for 
their  shyness.  Afterward,  however,  we  saw  that 
it  was  due  to  a  change  being  near  at  hand.  All 
day,  from  ten  a.m.  on  to  five  in  the  afternoon, 
the  wind  was  in  the  direction  regarded  as  the 
very  best — about  straight  down  stream.  But  as 
we  walked  (with  a  presentiment  that  we  would  go 
home  blank)  between  the  long  pool  to  the  one 
next  to  the  last  which  we  could  fish— a  distance 
of  nearly  a  mile  by  the  road — a  change  took 
place.  The  wind  backed  round  to  the  east,  in 
which  it  became  dead  set.  “I’ll  have  a  hurried 
run  over  the  stream  here,”  said  I  to  the  gillie,  as 
we  got  to  the  cast  in  question — “  just  a  few  casts, 
and  then  we  will  go  straight  home,  for  it’s  no  use 
hanging  on,  seeing  where  the  wind  now  is.”  It  was 
indeed  a  great  surprise  to  me  to  get  on  a  fish  at 
the  third  cast.  This  fish  landed,  I  waded  in  and 
got  another.  But,  though  I  fished  two  hours 
longer,  I  neither  got  nor  saw  any  more.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  only  just  for  a  short  time  after 
an  ill  change  of  wind  takes  place  that  fish  will 
take — anywise  freely,  at  all  events.  What  say 
my  experienced  and  observant  trout  and  salmon 
angling  readers  ? 


THE  LADIES  IN  THE  HACKLE 
MARKET ;  * 

OB, 

“BOA  VERSUS  BLOA.” 

Anglers  who  study  our  F.  G., 

And  in  each  weekly  number  see 
The  useful  efforts  made  to  state  a 
List  of  their  chief  desiderata, 

Have  doubtless  mark’d  pathetic  serials 
That  mourn  a  dearth  of  prime  materials. 

How  scarce  are  grown — oh,  goodness  gracious  ! — 
Those  necks  of  Gal/us  Qallinaceus , 

On  which  our  flies  have  long  depended. 

Alas  !  our  poultry  may  be  mended 
In  size  and  flesh  ;  but  colours  fail, 

And  the  clear  tints  grow  faint  and  pale  ; 

Whereas,  did  hen-wives  suit  their  breeds 
Of  fowls  to  piscatory  needs, 

Each  cock  that  crows,  each  hen  that  cackles, 
Might  yield  a  crop  of  precious  hackles, 

*  In  reference  to  the  prevailing  fashion  in  ladies’  boas, 
which  one  now  sees  made  of  glossy  cock’s  hackles.— Ed. 


Whose  life-like  tints  should  prove  unfailing 
Attractions  to  our  trout  and  grayling, 

Making  the  mimic  insect  true 
To  Nature’s  type  in  form  and  hue. 

On  “  shade  ”  and  “  fibre  ”  musing  thus, 

I  felt  a  show’r,  and  hail’d  a  ’bus, 

Where  sat  two  damsels,  whose  adornment 
Struck  me  as  if  in  very  scorn  meant. 

Of  course  they  wore  those  ugly  things 
Like  rudiments  of  vultures’  wings, 

Which  hide  from  mortified  beholders 
The  graceful  fall  of  female  shoulders  ; 

But  ’twixt  these  humps,  and  where,  you  know, 
Some  vestige  of  a  neck  might  show, 

The  space  was  fill’d  with  what  a  bluff 
Critic  would  term  a  “  hackle-ruff  ” — 

The  shaggiest,  shabbiest  disguise 
That  ever  vext  an  artist’s  eyes. 

Like  Hector’s  shield,  from  neck  to  feet 
The  hideous  fabric  huDg  complete, 

And  at  its  centre  bunch’d  together 
Forth  stream’d  all  ways  the  bristling  feather. 
Venus  herself  had  fail’d  to  show  a 
Symptom  of  grace  in  such  a  boa. 

But  what  most  pain’d  me  was  the  waste 
Of  angling  properties  misplaced. 

The  taller  damsel’s  ruff  was  wrought 
Of  jetty  hackles — such,  methought, 

As  on  Loch  Treig,  with  jackdaw  wing 
And  body  puce,  had  proved  the  thing. 

Her  shorter  friend’s  stream’d  wildly  down 
In  random  streaks  of  golden  brown. 

Holland  or  Walbran,  in  my  room, 

Had  long’d  to  clip  each  glossy  plume ; 

And  I — although  I’ve  laid  aside 
The  art  of  tying,  once  my  pride — 

Yet  felt  to  larceny  inclined, 

And  “  scissors  ”  flash’d  across  my  mind. 

Alas  !  I  thought,  there  is  no  sham  in 
The  rumours  of  a  hackle  famine. 

To-day,  no  doubt,  our  London  sees 
Ten  thousand  boas  such  as  these  ; 

Of  shades  to  which  no  sleek  Thymallus 
Or  lusty  fari o  could  prove  callous. 

How  sad  the  loss  to  Cotton’s  art ! 

What  murmurs  in  our  hackle  mart ! 

The  “  Lothely  ladye  ”  judged  not  ill : 

“  Women,”  she  said,  “  will  have  their  will.” 
And  if  they  think  it  fun  in  men’s 
Eyes  to  appear  like  Friesland  hens, 

Though  artists  and  though  anglers  rue  it, 

It  is  their  fancy,  and  they’ll  do  it ! 

Ah  !  well !  That  wintry  May  is  past, 

And  winter  fashions  cannot  last. 

Woman  is  varium  et  mutabile ; 

And  if  by  fits  she  treats  us  shabbily, 

Shocking  our  taste  by  some  monstrosity, 

She  drops  it  with  a  sweet  velocity . 

The  feather-ruffs,  which  moved  my  spleen, 

Ere  long,  perchance,  may  be  unseen  ; 

And  some  light  fabric  glad  our  eyes, 

Fit  for  warm  airs  and  summer  skies. 

Those  hideous  neck-ropes  cast  away, 

Perchance  “for  ever  and  a  day,” 

May  then,  ere- dust  or  moth  consumes 
The  store  of  many-colour’d  plumes, 

For  anglers’  needs  be  cheaply  got ; 

Then,  Farlow,  then,  “  buy  up  the  lot !  ” 

H.  R.  F. 


Capture  of  Badgers. — For  many  years  badgers 
have  made  their  disappearance  in  Banffshire  until 
the  end  of  last  week,  when  Mr.  John  Fraser, 
keeper,  Netherdalo  House,  Turriff,  trapped  two 
(male  and  female).  Both  were  of  large  size,  and 
beautifully  striped  about  the  head  and  face,  but 
wore  poor  in  condition.  Ono  of  them  is  kept  alive. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  present  week  Mr.  Fraser 
was  fortunate  in  trapping  other  two  badgers. 

A  Buzzard  Hawk— The  other  afternoon  that 
somewhat  rare  bird,  the  buzzard  hawk,  appeared 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Garrett-green, 
Lower  Tooting.  To  watch  the  bird  circling,  now 
in  the  midst  of  a  passing  “  whito  haze,”  gradually 
rising  higher  and  higher  still  into  the  bluo,  until 
it  looked  no  bigger  than  a  swift  a  hundred  yards 
up,  was  an  almost  unique  experience  for  the 
suburbs  of  London.  The  kestrel  is  sometimes 
seen;  also  the  sparrow  hawk.  But  beyond  the 
necessary  protection  to  Farmer  Maxwell’s  crops, 
there  is  too  much  popping  going  on  by  outsiders, 
in  defiance  of  the  close  time  for  wild  birds  ;  and 
the  sylvan  locality  of  Burntwood-lane,  &c.,  gets 
bereft  of  some  of  its  sweet  songsters. — Nat. 
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Generally  in  Scotch  waters,  both  sea  and 
inland,  sea  trout  are  still  to  appearance  much 
scarcer  than  in  an  ordinary  year. 


As  grilse  and  sea  trout  take  most  freely  when 
quite  lresh-ruu,  the  best  time  to  obtain  sport  with 
them  in  all  Scotch  waters,  except  in  very  late 
districts,  should,  in  the  event  of  weather  and 
water  conditions  proving  right,  be  between  the 
present  date  and  the  end  of  July.  August  is  the 
chief  month  for  a  large  number  of  the  west  coast 
and  western  isles’  waters,  and  during  September 
and  early  in  October  the  late  run  of  sea  trout 
comes  on  in  fullest  strength  in  waters  here  and 
there  all  over  Scotland. 


Now  is  the  choicest  time  of  the  year  for  trouting 
on  the  many  fine  mountain  and  glen  streams  of 
the  North  and  South  Esks,  Forfarshire.  These 
streams  have  connected  with  them  some  of  the 
most  pleasing  and  picturesque  scenery  in  Scotland. 


On  the  famous  Loch  Crosspuil,  at  Durness, 
which  contains  the  gamest  and  most  silvery  loch 
trout  iu  Scotland  (Loch  Leven’s  not  excepted), 
Mr.  A.  F.  Robinson,  of  Lome  House,  Westgate- 
on-Sea,  had  one  day  last  week  a  take  of  seven¬ 
teen  fish.  The  Hon.  Cecil  Johnstone,  writing  to 
Mr.  Murdoch  about  this  take,  said  it  “  was  very 
good  work  ;  the  Crosspuil  trout  are  stiff  to  put  up.” 
Mr.  Johnstone  has  rented  for  the  month  of  July 
the  Gualin  House,  with  the  splendid  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout  fishing  of  the  Upper  Grudie 
or  Dionard  river  and  Loch  Dionard. 


In  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  pike  and  salmon 
disease — both  very  unwelcome — seem  to  be  in¬ 
creasing.  _ 


Last  week  a  couple  of  persons  were  prosecuted, 
and  fined  pretty  smartly,  for  polluting  the  river 
Ugie  to  the  detriment  of  the  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea  trout  fishing.  _ 

Dual  salmon  fry — two  joined  together — would 
seem  to  be  no  uncommon  freak  of  nature.  Mr. 
Murdoch  writes  that  he  has  frequently  seen  such 
joined-together  fry.  Last  year  he  saw  three  or 
four  in  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company’s  hatchery. 

“  Bon  accord  ”  to  the  front  !  The  tideway 
anglers  on  the  Dee  at  Aberdeen  have  been  doing 
great  execution  among  the  sea  trout  with  haddock 
liver  for  bait. 


By  the  death  of  Col.  Jopp,  which  occurred 
last  week,  Aberdeen  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
estimable  citizens  and  public-spirited  men.  Col. 
Jopp  was  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
"William  and  Keith  Jopp,  wine  merchants.  For 
many  years  he  commanded  the  1st  Volunteer 
Battalion  Gordon  Highlanders,  with  which  only 
this  past  spring  he  severed  connection.  He  was 
a  crack  small-bore  shot,  a  great  lover  of  golf,  and 
an  enthusiastic  angler,  taking  in  the  latter  con¬ 
nection  a  warm  interest  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


Lately  some  grand  fish  have  been  caught  by 
anglers  on  the  Tay.nuilt  Hotel  section  of  the  river 
Awe.  The  Awe’s  best  season  is  rapidly  approach¬ 
ing-  _ 


This  is  a  capital  time  for  amateur  sea  fishing 
at  the  many  celebrated  fishing  places  along  the 
rocky,  romantic,'  north-eastern,  northern,  and 
north-western  coasts  of  Scotland.  Fishing  from 
the  rocks  or  from  small  boats  inshore,  hand¬ 
lining,  or  with  the  rod,  excellent  takes  will  he  got 
by  those  who  have  knowing  local  ones  to  guide 
them.  The  fish  iu  best  “  season  ”  are  haddock, 
whiting,  coal-fish,  and  gurnet.  Mackerel  are 
pretty  plentiful  in  some  of  the  districts,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  go  farther  out  for  them. 


Some  sea  trout  have  now  found  their  way  into 
Loch  Stack.  Most  of  the  smaller  ones  frequent 
and  hang  about  in  the  Bridge  Pool,  and  the  streams 
and  tidal  pool  below  Laxford  Bridge,  until  nearly 
all  tho  larger  ones  have  passed  up  the  Laxford  to 
Loch  Stack. 


It  is  reported  that  steps  are  to  be  taken  to 
enable  the  migratory  Salmonulir  to  freely  pass  the 
falls  of  the  river  Cassley,  Sutherlandshire,  to  the 
waters  above.  Such  an  experiment  is  laudable 
enough,  but  will  the  results  be  all  that  the  pro¬ 
moters  expect  to  realise  ?  What  certainty  is  there 
that  in  the  reaches  above  the  falls  the  fish  will 
take  ?  If  the  angling  is  to  be  appreciably  improved 
more  fish  must  be  allowed  past  the  nets.  If  more 
extensive  and  better  spawning  ground  made 
accessible  to  the  fish  should  increase  the  stock, 
who  will  it  be  that  will  benefit  most  ?  Not  the 
parties  primarily  interested  in  the  opening  up  of 
the  falls,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  fish, 
and  bettering  the  angling  ;  but  “  Balnagown,”  at 
whose  net  fishings,  lower  down,  all  that  netters 
legitimately  can  do  is  done  to  intercept  the  passage 
of  fish  inland.  _ 


The  salmon  fishers  on  Mr.  Mackessack  of 
Ardgye’s  fishings  landed  a  very  fine  salmon  at 
Burghead  on  Saturday  last,  which,  on  being 
weighed,  was  found  to  be  581b.  Most  likely  this 
fish  was  either  a  Spey  or  a  Findhorn  salmon. 


A  fish  ladder  is  to  be  constructed  at  Denholm 
Cauld,  to  enable  salmon  to  ascend  to  tbe  upper 
reaches  of  the  Teviot. 


There  was  discovered  in  the  stomach  of  a 
salmon  the  other  day  a  herring  about  ten  inches 
long,  and  partly  digested.  The  salmon  was  caught 
in  the  Tweed,  but  it  must  have  swallowed  the 
herring  at  sea.  It  is  a  most  unusual  circumstance 
to  find  a  herring,  or  any  fish  approaching  the  size 
of  it  in  the  stomach  of  a  salmon. — Kelso  Mail. 


Salmon  angling  on  the  famous  river  Laxford, 
rented  by  the  Duke  of  Westminster  from  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  commenced  for  the  season  on 
Wednesday,  17th  inst.  For  ,the  three  following 
days  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  A.  T.  Lawley  and  friend 
had  six  salmon,  weighing  respectively,  61b.,  81b., 
81b.,  101b.,  141b.,  and  161b.  The  river  has  been  in 
good  ply  since  Thursday  morning,  but  not  many 
fish  are  forward  yet. 


Mr.  D.  Macdonald,  Taynuilt  Hotel,  writes  : — 
“  The  hotel  waters  have  been  disputed  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  and  I  was  afraid  that  the  hotel 
would  lose  the  right  of  fishing.  I  am,  this  morn¬ 
ing,  however,  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  river 
Awe  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  angling,  will,  as 
formerly,  be  retained  by  the  hotel.  The  river  is 
rising  and  prospects  are  good.  Two  fine  salmon 
were  landed  on  Tuesday,  161b.  and  171b.,  a  grilse 
last  night,  61b.,  and  another  this  morning,  7Ub. 
The  sea  fishing  is  very  promising.” 


A  Scotch  correspondent  writes  : — “  You  might 
give  a  ‘  spoke  ’  in  favour  of  a  close  time  for  trout 
in  Scotland ;  poaching  is  something  frightful ;  it 
is  bad  enough  when  the  trout  are  utterly  unfit  for 
food,  and  by  no  possibility  could  it  be  worse  when 
they  are  in  best  condition.” 

Large  sea  trout,  shaped  like  grilse,  and  so  com¬ 
pletely  silvered  over  that  none  of  the  spots  on 
them  could  be  seen,  were  remarkably  plentiful  in 
some  districts  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  last 
year,  particularly  between  the  middle  of  May  and 
the  middle  of  June.  By  many — even  by  experienced 
netters — most  of  the  larger  ones  were  mistaken 
for  grilse.  Strange  that  this  year  scarcely  any 
such  sea  trout  have  been  found. 


Owing  to  the  long-continued  drought  and  the 
great  heat,  with  bright  sunshine,  during  the  past 
ten  days,  most  of  the  salmon  rivers  of  tbe  east 
coast  of  Scotland  have  become  too  low  for  the 
augler  obtaining  good  sport  on  them. 

Jelly-fish  breed  close  in  to  the  rocky  shores, 
and  lately,  during  the  close  calm  weather  which 
has  prevailed,  they  have,  by  clogging  up  tbe 
salmon-nets,  given  the  salmon  a  good  chance  of 
pursuing  their  coast  routes  without  being  caught. 
Tho  bag-netmen  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland 
have  been  complaining  greatly  about  the  “  lub- 
berties,,,  as  they  call  the  jelly-fish,  filling  their  nets 
so  effectually  as  to  prevent  salmon  being  taken. 
When  jelly-fish  fill  tbe  bag-nets,  the  stake-nets  on 
the  sands  in  tho  vicinity  nearly  always  benefit 
greatly  in  consequence, 


$otes  ante  Queries 


Not  even  Riparians  must  Fish. — The  case  of 
Letchbridge  and  Another  v.  Harris  and  Another 
was  heard  last  week  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  as  an  appeal,  before  Lords  Justices 
Lindley,  Bowden,  and  Fry.  It  appeared  that  the 
respondents  are  lords  of  the  manor  of  Sherfield  • 
upon-Loddon,  Hampshire,  and  defendants  are  two 
riparian  owners.  Mr.  Justice  Mather’s  judgment 
in  favour  of  the  respondents  was  now  appealed 
against  by  the  defendants  to  restrain  an  alleged 
trespass  by  fishing.  The  respondents  claimed  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  the  Loddon  from 
Charlow  Hole  to  Lombard  Mead,  near  Lilly  Mill, 
and  they  alleged  that  the  defendants  wrongfully 
caught  and  carried  away  fish  belonging  to  the 
respondents  between  the  said  points.  The  defen¬ 
dants  disputed  the  exclusive  right  of  respondents, 
and  claimed  the  right  of  fishing  for  themselves  as 
riparian  owners.  The  Court,  however,  without 
calling  on  the  respondents,  held  they  had  estab¬ 
lished  their  claim,  aud  that  they  had  the  exclusive 
right  to  fish  between  the  points  mentioned.  The 
Court  did  not,  how  over,  give  any  decision  on  the 
respondents’  claim  to  a  right  to  go  outside  the 
manor  to  fish.  Ljrd  Justice  Lindley  is  reported 
to  have  said  he  was  struck  with  the  strength  of 
the  respondents’  case,  according  to  ancient  docu¬ 
ments  and  the  evidence  of  user.  Defendants  had 
not  produced  a  single  document  which  was  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  respondents’  title.  Really, 
from  the  result  of  this  appeal  and  the  circum¬ 
stances,  it  seems  that  a  few  cases  of  ancient  right 
of  exclusive  fishery  are  similar  to  the  equally 
ancient  right  of  Free  Warren  over  other  people’s 
lan  ds. — Rus. 


The  Sutherlandshire  Salmon  Fishing  Dispute. 
— Sheriff  Mackenzie  at  Dornoch  last  week  issued 
his  interlocutor  in  this  dispute,  which  is  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  Charles  Ross,  of  Balnagowan, 
against  the  Powerie  and  Pitcarthley  salmon  fishing 
tenants  on  the  Skibbo  Estate.  Pursuer  asks  to 
have  an  embankment  erected  in  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  removed.  A  voluminous  proof  extend¬ 
ing  over  several  days  was  heard  at  Dornoch  some 
weeks  ago,  and  the  sheriff  has  now  given  his 
decision  in  favour  of  the  pursuer,  Sir  Charles 
Ross,  and  finds  that  the  embankment  complained 
of  is  on  the  ground  below  low-water  mark,  and  is 
an  encroachment  on  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  that 
the  pursuer’s  rights  of  property  have  been  or  are 
being  injuriously  affected,  and  that  the  same  is 
illegal,  and  therefore  ordains  the  defenders  within 
ten  days  to  remove  the  embankment,  and  remits 
to  Captain  Elder  Tam  to  see  the  same  removed 
as  directed. 


Notes  from  the  Moors,  Aberdeenshire. — The 
advent  of  genial  weather  at  the  critical  moment 
of  hatching  has  been  most  opportune  and  for¬ 
tunate  in  an  otherwise  very  precarious  season. 
The  young  birds  are  thriving  beautifully,  and 
reports  are,  on  the  whole,  flattering.  On  tho 
wide  ranges  of  the  Invercauld,  Mar  Lodge,  Bal¬ 
moral,  Glenmuick,  and  Glentana  Moors,  nests 
from  five  to  seven  eggs  were  common  on  the 
low  grounds,  while  the  general  run  in  the  higher 
ranges  was  from  three  to  five  eggs.  The  season 
will  be  a  fairly  late  and  thin  one  on  the  more- 
exposed  moors,  but  quite  a  good  average  one  on 
the  lower  grounds,  where  the  birds  are  already 
well  advanced.  Vegetation,  hitherto  so  scanty, 
has  made  giant  strides  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  the  deeper  traces  of  tho  severe 
spring  have  fairly  been  obliterated.  There  is  no 
mention  of  any  disease  anywhere,  and  as  a  good 
stock  of  birds  were  left  on  the  ground  last  season, 
the  coming  Twelfth  should  bo  all  the  brighter  on 
that  account. — Deesider. 

In  the  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Thomas  and 
Sons,  the  well-known  sporting  tailors,  of  32, 
Brook-street,  New  Bond-street,  London,  in  our 
last  issue,  the  address  waslinadvertently  given  as 
48,  South  Molton-street.  Messrs.  Thomas  and 
Son  left  that  address  some  two  years  ago,  for 
larger  premises  at  32,  Brook -street. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd  has  taken  over  the  fishing 
tackle  business  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene,  54, 
London-street,  Norwich.  Mr.  Rudd’s  stock  com¬ 
prises  every  requisite  for  all  branches  of  angling, 
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THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE. 

■ -  THE  REDDITCH  HOUSES. - 


By  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

( Continued  from  page  384.) 

“  We  find  there  never  was  a  greater  demand 
for  good,  reliable  hooks  and  tackle  than  at  pre¬ 
sent,”  wrote  Messrs.  Bartleet  a  short  time  back  ; 
and  in  justice  it  should  be  said  they  spare  no 
pains  to  meet  that  demand.  Having  customers 
all  over  the  kingdom,  they  have  especially  laid 
themselves  out  to  cater  for  the  home  trade, 
although  their  foreign  and  colonial  business  trans¬ 
actions  are  very  extensive.  They  have  always 
been  a  firm  to  listen  to  the  statements  made  by 
anglers  in  connection  with  their  requirements, 
and  in  the  end  this  policy  has  proved  a  good  one, 
for,  although  so  many  anglers  have  “fads,”  never¬ 
theless  an  old  saying  is,  “You  can  learn  a  little 
from  every  fool.”  The  skilled  workmen  employed 
and  magnificent  machinery  used  by  this  firm  have 
been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  angling  world 
as  represented  by  anglers  themselves,  with  the 
result  that  no  wholesale  house  is  more  popular 
with  the  trade,  because  goods  sent  out  generally 
meet  with  words  of  praise  from  the  different 
customers  of  the  retail  houses.  So,  after  all, 
anglers  must  know  within  a  little 

what  they  want — as  a  matter  of  fact,  _ 

of  course  they  do.  '  j 

Messrs.  Bartleet  are  especially 
to  be  commended  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  they  have  made  in  the  cheaper 
classes  of  rods,  &c.  There  are 
hundreds  of  anglers  who  cannot 
afford  more  than  say,  sixteen  shil¬ 
lings,  for  a  rod,  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  have  to  put  up  with 
a  hop-pole.  This  firm  has  proved 
that  it  is  possible  to  produce  fishing 
tackle  that  is  cheap  and  yet  not  nasty. 

They  have  several  capital  patterns 
of  general,  trolling,  and  bottom  rods, 
the  higher-priced  articles  being  all 
that  one  can  wish  for.  They  have 
also  some  very  choice  patterns  in 
salmon  and  trout  fly  rods,  well  made, 
good  action,  and  plenty  of  power. 

They  have  lately  perfected  a  capital 
pocket  or  cycle  rod.  All  their  rods 
can  be  had  with  their  special  make 
of  hardened  and  tempered  steel 
rings,  probably  the  best  rings  on  the 
market. 

They  are  sole  agents  for  the 
Malleson  split-cane  rods,  which  are 
every  season  increasing  in  popularity. 

Retailers  of  fishing  tackle  often 
grumble  at  not  being  able  to  get  — — 

hold  of  really  reliable  cane  built  rods; 
they  should  give  these  a  trial. 

They  have  a  very  complete  stock  of  reels, 
including  special  makes,  to  suit  their  different 
patterns  of  rods.  In  this  department  Messrs. 
Bartleet  have  studied  the  suitability  of  certain 
reels  for  certain  rods  —  a  matter  too  often 
neglected. 

One  of  the  best  waterproofed  silk  lines  upon 
the  market  is  their  “Archer  ”  line ;  it  is  bound  to 
come  to  the  front,  every  angler  who  tries  one  will 
at  once  acknowledge  its  excellence.  It  is  solid 
plait  all  through,  and  waterproofed  in  a  special 
manner,  which  secures  perfect  pliability.  The 
firm  have  scores  of  testimonials  from  all  parts, 
many  retailers  having  discarded  all  other  makes’ 
in  favour  of  the  “Archer.”  Messrs.  Bartleet  have 
also  an  endless  variety  of  lines  to  suit  all  kinds  of 
fishing  and  fishermen  in  every  country,  for  river 
or  sea,  a  very  fine  undressed  roach  line  being 
especially  worthy  of  note. 

They  always  have  a  good  stock  of  gut,  and  have 
been  exceptionally  fortunate  this  season  in  obtain¬ 
ing  some  grand  imperial  gut,  and  some  extra  long 
aud  fine  Retina.  This  is  one  of  the  firms  that 
supply  really  good  drawn  gut. 

They  have  some  capital  fly  and  tackle  books  and 
boxes,  their  all-leather  sewn,  double-flap  bottom 
tackle  book  is  one  of  the  best  on  the  market.  This 
is  another  department  in  which  great  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  made  in  the  cheaper  classes  of 
goods,  and  so  far  as  W.  Bartleet  and  Sons  are 
concerned— the  days  of  brown  paper  tackle  books 
are  gone  for  ever. 


The  firm  turn  out  the  usual  patterns  of  artificial 
baits,  and  one  point  is  worthy  of  note,  you  can 
rely  upon  getting  hooks  that  will  not  fail  you 
when  a  fish  strikes  the  bait.  Care  and  thought 
— and  common  sense — is  also  exerted  in  the 
mounting,  and  you  don’t  get  a  treble  hook  big 
enough  for  a  pike  bait  mounted  upon  a  trout 
minnow. 

The  ever-increasing  popularity  of  the  “  Archer  ” 
spinner  has  forced  them  to  put  two  intermediate 
sizes  on  the  market,  and  they  have  now  purchased 
the  sole  right  of  this  invention  from  Mr.  Haynes, 
of  Cork,  the  inventor.  The  “  Pioneer  ”  bait  is  a 
good  one;  it  still  holds  its  own  on  the  market,  and 
the  steady  and  continual  demand  for  it  speaks 
well  for  its  usefulness.  Their  spoons  are  good 
and  not  fitted  up  with  anchors,  but  treble  hooks 
of  the  right  size. 

This  firm  is  famed  for  the  manufacture  of 
harpoons,  and  the  great  demand  from  foreign 
markets  has  prompted  them  to  add  several  new 
patterns  to  their  already  extensive  assortment. 

The  “  Archer  ”  special  makes  of  wading 
stockings  and  trousers  are  highly  approved  by  all 
who  have  used  them. 

Messrs.  Bartleet  for  years  have  paid  great 
attention  to  the  production  of  hooks  to  gut,  with 
the  result  that  they  now  turn  out  an  article  that 
will  remain  intact  in  any  extreme  of  climate. 


patterns  made  by  them  being  approved  by  H. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell,  Esq. 

In  addition  to  the  large  works  at  Redditch  (an 
illustration  of  which  is  given)  they  have  in  London 
a  warehouse  at  53,  Gresham-strect,  where  a  large 
and  varied  stock  is  kept  for  the  convenience  of 
Metropolitan  customers. 

In  all  the  principal  towns  and  countries  of  the 
world  they  have  their  agents,  who  carefully  watch 
the  requirements  of  every  class  of  fisherman,  so 
that  the  firm  have  a  world-wide  knowledge  of  the 
actual  needs  of  all  users  of  fishing  tackle,  and  are 
thus  enabled  to  keep  pace  with  the  wants  of  the 
fishing  community. 

Win.  Bartlcot  aud  Sons  wish  it  to  bo  well  known 
that  they  supply  wholesale  only.,  aud  do  not  deal 
with  private  consumers  direct.  At  the  same  time, 
if  any  person  who  cannot  obtain  their  goods  will 
communicate  with  them  at  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch, 
they  will  always  have  pleasure  in  forwarding  the 
name  and  address  of  their  nearest  agent. 
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MESSRS.  BARTLEET  &  SONS’  FACTORY,  REDPITCH. 

Whether  you  are  bound  for  the  North  Pole  or  the 
Equator,  have  your  hook-book  fitted  out  with 
hooks  of  the  “Archer”  brand  and  you  will  be 
able  to  rely  upon  them.  With  the  use  of  them 
annoying  disappointments  disappear,  and  the 
complaint  “  all  my  hooks  draw  from  the  gut, 
bend,  or  break  off  short,”  is  unknown.  Nothing 
is  more  annoying  than  the  loss  of  a  good  fish 
through  a  faulty  hook,  and  the  risk  of  this  will 
be  considerably  curtailed  by  using  those  made 
and  attached  to  gut  by  W.  Bartleet  and  Sons. 
The  trade  should  be  sure  to  get  them  of  the 
“  Archer  ”  brand,  and  the  public  should  see  this  is 
so,  and  that  the  hooks  are  done  up  in  W.  B.  and 
S.’s  registered  wrappers,  which  enables  the  user 
to  draw  out  one  hook  at  a  time  without  disturb¬ 
ing  or  entangling  the  others. 

A  good  hook  is  one  of  the  most  important  items 
in  an  angler’s  outfit.  How  often  does  it  occur 
that  the  point  only,  or  barb  only,  gets  broken  off, 
and  then  fish  are  scratched,  but  not  hooked  ;  and 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Messrs. 
Bartleet  for  the  trouble  and  care  they  take  in  the 
production  of  this  necessary  article. 

The  ever-increasing  popularity  of  these  hooks 
compels  the  firm  to  each  year  make  a  larger  out¬ 
put,  and  to  bring  up  new  hands  to  the  intricacies 
of  the  craft.  These  learners  have  to  devote 
several  years  to  their  calling  before  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  work  upon  the  very  high-class  goods. 

W.  B.  and  S.  are  makers  of  the  Cholmondeley 
Pennell  Eyed  Hooks  in  all  patterns,  the  original 


An  Old  Float. — Working  men  anglers  in  almost 
every  city  and  town  will  be  looking  over  their 
tackle  in  preparation  for  the  coming  season.  Your 
love  for  that  old,  shabbyish  bit  of  quill  from  off 
the  “fretful”  one  is  in  no  whit  diminished 
because  of  its  “  wear-and-tear  ”  look.  In  the  tablets 
of  your  memory  there  is  stored  up 

_  the  record  of  many  a  good  roach 

— the  pounders,  and  even  heavier 
fish,  whose  intimation  of  a  liking  for 
your  bit  of  bread,  or  paste,  which 
smelt  not  of  human  hands,  or  of  that 
fat  gentle,  red  worm,  or  yellow 
caddis,  was  a  suggestive  tremble, 
and  next  that  steady,  downward 
“  pull,”  which  almost  invariably 
means  that  a  good  fish  must  be 
struck  instanter.  If  the  water  is 
fairly  clear,  you  might  be  gladdened 
with  the  sight  of  the  fish’s  gleaming 
sides,  ere  it  recovers  from  the  shock. 
In  other  days  we  feared  not  to  “  play  ” 
a  pound-and-a-quarter  roach,  and 
ultimately  to  land  the  exhausted  fish 
by  seizing  the  gut  a  couple  of  inches 
or  so  above  the  captive,  and  land  fish 
after  fish  in  this  way.  But  then  we 
never  used  “  drawn  ”  gut,  but  gut 
strong  enough  to  stand  the  pullmg 
out  of  half-pounders  in  the  initia¬ 
tory  lessons  by  a  “flying”  visit  to 
terra  firma.  And  that  other  dingy 
perch  and  jack  float,  recollections 
cling  around  the  capture  of  good 
fish,  and  little  beggars  too,  which 
spoiled  your  minnow  or  small  gud¬ 
geon,  and  which  must  bo  returned. 
Three-ounce  perch  will  go  at  the 
angler’s  bait,  and  so  will  four  or  five- 
ounce  jacklets.  But  when  a  good 
perch  is  seen,  as  it  is  occasionally  seen,  chasing 
the  bait  to  near  the  surface,  it  makes  the 
angler’s  heart  leap  for  joy.  “  Oh  !  those  bars 
of  beauty  !  ”  and  that  dive,  dive,  of  your  old  float, 
and  the  slowly-passing  seconds  ere  the  fish  is 
hooked,  and  with  patience  safely  landed. — Rus. 


A  Trout  and  Mouse  Story. — “  A  curious  cir¬ 
cumstance  once  happened  to  me  (John  Crerar)  at 
Pulney  Loch.  One  of  my  sons  threw  a  live 
mouse  into  it,  when  a  large  trout  took  it  down 
immediately.  The  boy  told  me  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  so  I  took  my  fishing-rod,  which  was  leaning 
against  my  house  close  to  the  loch,  and  put  a  fly 
on.  At  the  very  first  throw  I  hooked  a  largo 
trout,  landed  it,  and  laid  it  on  the  bank.  In  two 
seconds  the  mouse  ran  out  of  his  mouth,  aud  got 
into  a  hole  in  the  wall  before  I  could  catch  it.” — 
The  Penny  Magazine,  August  ID,  1S43. 


Most  anglers  will  have  noticed  that  when  the  fly 
j  is  pulled  away  from  a  rising  fish  before  ho  has  time 
to  take  it,  that  fish  will  not  come  a  second  time 
j  —at  least  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  What  is  the 
reason  ?  Is  the  salmon  capable  of  taking  offence  ? 
or  what  ?  I  have  often  heard  anglers  of  long 
experience  remark  this  peculiarity  in  what  they 
call  a  “  disappointed  fish.”  Truly  the  salmon  is  a 
strange  “  beastie.” 


Waterprools  Cadies’  aud  gentlemen's). — A  large  stock  selling 
at  low  prices  to  clear.  Best  quality  ouly.—  East  London  Rubber 

Co.,  8,  Shoreditch,  E 
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ANSWER  TO  CORRESPONDENT. 

J.  It. :  We  should  prefer  the  .Midlands  for  the 
mouths  you  uame. 

Comspntotus 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents 
an  endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and 
experiment.'' — T.  E.  Pritt. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

MR-  ANDREW  LANG’S  STORY  OF  “  THE 
LADY  OR  THE  SALMON  ?  ” 

Sir, — Every  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  must 
have  perused  Mr.  Andrew  Lang’s  “  owre  true  tale  ” 
in  the  issue  of  the  oOfch  May  with  an  eerie  feeling. 
It  is  a  very  sad  story;  but,  alas!  an  old,  old  story 
too. 

How  many  a  man  has  gone  recklessly  into 
fight  and  perished  in  the  front  from  blighted 
love  no  one  can  know — and  “  dead  men  tell  no 
tales.”  I  myself  once  met  a  certain  gentleman, 
who,  when  blighted  in  love,  went  to  Africa,  slew 
lions,  and  then  to  India  and  killed  tigers;  and 
a  more  unassuming,  pleasant  man  I  never  met. 
The  lady  in  that  case  married  a  regular  bear  ; 
and  when  he  died  (many  years  afterwards)  the 
true-hearted,  honourable  man  then  came  forward 
again,  and,  it  is  pleasant  to  relate,  married  the 
lady  of  his  love. 

But  my  main  object  in  writing  is  to  ask  Mr. 
Lang — apropos  of  "  The  Lady  or  the  Salmon  ” 
story,  which  he  has  told  with  all  his  artistic 
skill— if  he  ever  heard  that  delicious  story  of 
“The  Scotchman,  the  Salmon,  and  the  Dying 
wife  ”  ?  I  may  forget  it,  but  I’ll  do  my  best. 

We  will  call  the  man’s  name  Tammas  Broon. 

Now,  Tammas  lived  on  the  banks  of  a  salmon 
river,  was  “a  keen  ban’  at  the  fishin’,”  and  there¬ 
fore  a  good  man !  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  most 
truly  attached,  and  to  whom  he  had  made  a  model 
husband,  had  been  on  her  death-bed  for  many 
weeks —perhaps  months.  Tammas  had  gone  to 
the  river,  which  was  “in  grand  ply,”  and  before 
long  had  hooked  an  enormous  salmon,  which  gave 
him  a  good  run.  Tammas,  excited,  went  hither 
and  thither— now  giving  line,  now  reeling  up — 
perspiring  with  fatigue  and  anxiety.  Presently 
down  comes  a  friend  in  hot  haste,  calling  out  at 
the  top  of  his  voice — 

“  Come  hame,  Tammas  !  Your  wife  is  deem’ !  ” 

“  Weel,  aweel !  Tell  her  no’  to  dee  for  a  wee 
wliilie  yet.  I  hao  got  a  hand  o’  a  rnuekle  fusli,  and 
when  I’ve  cleckit  him,  tell  her  I'll  be  hame  at 
auce.” 

The  man  turned  back.  Shortly  afterwards, 
however,  he  returned,  shouting  more  vigorously 
than  ever — 

“  Come  hame,  man  !  Come  hame !  or  ye’ll  no 
see  her  last !  ”  Ifi.e  ,  her  last  moments). 

Tammas  stood  there  irresolute — the  fisherman 
strongly  moved,  and  the  husband  deeply.  At.  last 
the  husband  conquered  the  fisherman,  and,  with  a 
smh,  Tammas  “held  on,”  and  the  noble  fish  soon 
broke  the  bond  which  held  him  like  a  pack-thread. 
Sadly  Tammas  hurried  home,  and  was  most  tender 
in  his  consolation  to  the  dying  woman. 

At  last  all  was  over. 

Now,  I  think  it  was  on  the  day  of  the  funeral, 
when  all  his  friends  were  gathered  together,  that 
they  began  to  console  with  the  worthy  widower  in 
the  manner  usual  in  the  south  of  Scotland. 

“  Aye,  Tammas,  she  was  a  guid  wife  to  you  !  ” 
at  last  ventured  tho  friend  who  had  brought  him 

the  mossage.  , 

And  Tammas  answered,  his  eyes  sadly  bunt  on 

the  ground — 

“  ’Deed,  aye,  man,  she  was  that !  "  And  then 
suddenly  looking  his  friend  full  in  the  face,  in  an 
equally  solemn,  not  to  say  funereal  voice,  he 
added,  “But,  eli,  man,  yon  was  a  ground  fusli  !  " 
— Yours,  &c.)  _ _  k*.  M.  Iod, 

RIVER  LEA  RE-STOCKING  FUND. 

Sir( — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  10s. 
from  the  General  Gordon  Angling  Society  towards 
the  above  fund  with  thanks,  which  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  P.  Geen,  Esq., 
president  of  the  Anglers’  Association.— Yours,  Ac., 

R.  Ghurney. 
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THE  BASIN,  WANSTEAD.— A  CORRECTION. 

Sir, — In  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  there  is  a 
letter  written  by  “  Grasshopper.”  Ho  informs 
your  readers  how  the  Basin  has  been  advertised 
for  the  last  four  years;  how  many  eels  were  caught 
(and  their  weight)  within  three  hours — which 
he  considers  very  satisfactory  ;  but  to  say  the 
lessee  gave  permission  to  certain  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  sail  boats  is  not  correct.  Ho 
did  allow  a  gentleman  to  sail  one  little  boat, 
about  10ft.  long  and  large  enough  to  carry  two 
persons,  with  the  understanding  that  he  would 
keep  clear  of  all  lines  and  floats,  which  he  not 
only  promised  but  actually  did,  and  no  gentle¬ 
man  could  be  more  highly  respected  than  he  is, 
and  would  scorn  to  do  a  mean  action.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  the  language  launched  forth  was  rather 
too  plain  and  practical  to  come  from  one  gentle¬ 
man  to  another,  and  as  the  proprietor  would  not 
order  him  off  at  once  it  gave  great  offence.  It  is 
quite  true  there  was  a  full  list  of  anglers  last 
year,  as  the  number  is  limited  to  thirty-five. 
Many  more  wanted  to  subscribe  but  were  too 
late,  and  secured  a  promise  for  tickets  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

It  is  not  correct  to  say  the  anglers  undertook 
to  make  blow-holes  in  the  ice  for  the  fish,  as  not 
one  of  them  ever  attempted  to  do  so,  and  men 
were  paid  to  break  the  ice  and  keep  the  holes 
open  two  or  three  times  daily. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  not  a  single  fish 
was  found  dead  when  the  thaw  came.  In 
Wanstead  Park  thousands  died.  The  stages 
spoken  of  by  “Grasshopper”  were  very  soon 
removed  by  hi3  orders,  yet  there  are  plenty 
left.  The  keys  to  the  lock-up  shed  were  pur¬ 
chased  for  sixpence  each,  therefore  they  are  the 
property  of  the  anglers. — lrours,  &c., 

J.  W.  Simmons. 

62,  Wellesley-road,  Wanstead. 


THE  NEW  LAKE  AT  HALE  END. 

Dear  Sir, — I  went  to  Hale  End  to  see  the  new 
lake,  &c.,  that  has  been  opened  for  the  people, 
and  was  highly  gratified  and  fascinated  with  the 
beauty  of  the  place.  In  conversation  with  a 
native,  who  was  fishing,  he  told  me  that  the  Cor¬ 
poration  had  contracted  with  a  person  in  Wal¬ 
thamstow  to  drain  the  lake,  and  was  deploring 
the  fact,  because  he  concluded  that  if  the  fish 
were  taken  out,  ton  to  one  they  would  never  find 
their  way  back  again.  Now,  Sir,  I  call  your 
attention  to  this  because  you  are  interested  in 
such  matters,  and  trust  you  will  give  it  your  con¬ 
sideration. — Yours,  &c.,  A  Subscriber, 

p  y._He  told  me  it  was  full  of  carp,  eels,  &c. 
[Before  publishing  this  letter,  we  sent  it  to  Mr. 
R.  Ghurncy,  the  secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  to  ask  if  the  council  of  the  association 
could  not  take  up  the  matter.  He  says  :  “  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  next 
meeting,  when  I  am  sure  it  will  meet  with  the 
greatest  attention.” — Ed.] 


TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  MANCHESTER 
ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir,— A  few  years  ago  I  saw  a  notice  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  stating  that  some  members  of 
the  Manchester  Angling  Association  were  carrying 
thermometers  and  small  note-books  for  registering 
the  river  temperature  and  its  effect  on  the  trout 
rising  to  flies  and  the  sport  in  general,  as  it  would 
be  interesting  to  compare  those  results  with  the 
experiences  already  obtained  by  the  temperature 
observations  made  on  a  pair  of  the  Scotch  salmon 
rivers.  I  should  like  to  know  if  anything  has 
been  published  in  that  matter,  or  if  it  is  likely 
that  tho  angling  public  shall  get  the  information 
in  tho  forthcoming  third  scries  of  the  “  Anglers’ 
Evenings,”  going  to  be  published  by  the  Man¬ 
chester  Angling  Association  ?  I  firmly  believe  that 
the  temperature  of  the  Norwegian  salmon  and 
trout  rivers  are  quite  so  much  affected  with  the 
taking  of  the  fish  as  the  Scotch  ones  ;  a  late  or 
early  spring,  much  or  little  snow  in  the  winter, 
dry  or  wet  springs  are  very  important  factors  for 
the  prospects  of  the  season  in  the  Norwegian 
rivers,  running  in  many  cases  through  glaciers 
and  high  altitudes,  and  this  matter  is  still  very 
much  in  the  dark. 

If  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers  could 
inform  me,  you  would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  very 
truly,  J-  Peenthun. 

Stenkjaer. 


FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  was  very  much  interested  in  a 
letter,  which  appeared  in  last  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  am  quite  in  accord  with  Mr.  Tod  in 
his  sentiments  respecting  correct  and  reliable 
fishing  reports. 

It  has  happened  to  me  to  have  trout  I  have 
caught,  weighing  51b.  or  a  few  ounces  under 
reported  as  weighing  641b.,  and  only  this  last 
week  in  a  loch  which  shall  be  nameless  (and  for 
what  seems  a  very  apparent  reason,  sixty  trout 
caught  in  my  boat,  two  rods),  in  two  days  were 
roturned  as  forty-five  (weight  remaining  tho  same) 
in  the  London  sporting  papers.  During  the  first 
day’s  fishing,  I  baid  to  the  head  boatman.  “  We 
had  better  put  these  small  fish  back,”  but  he 
replied,  “  that  it  was  better  for  the  loch  to  have 
them  out,  as  they  were  too  numerous  for  the 
water.”  Afterwards  the  numbers  shrunk  in  re¬ 
porting,  as  I  have  stated,  the  man  saying  with  a 
grin,  “We  must  make  a  good  aggregate!”  On 
this  water  the  boatman  expects  to  fish,  and  a 
stranger  would  get  a  poor  chance  of  sport,  if  he 
did  not  permit  him  to  do  so. 

I  really  think  it  is  high  time  for  anglers  to  set 
their  faces  against  boatmen  fishing,  and  also  this 
system  of  false  reports,  as  in  many  cases  these 
“  cooked  ”  returns  tempt  a  man  to  throw  away 
his  holiday,  which  to  him  is  the  most  precious 
time  of  the  year. 

There  is  quite  enough  hazard  in  weather  and 
water,  without  the  addition  of  false  reports  to 
render  fishing  the  most  uncertain  of  sports, 
though  no  doubt  this  uncertainty  is  its  great 
charm,  and  makes  us  treasure  the  memory  of 
sundry  “  real  good  days  ”  which  we  have  been 
lucky  enough  to  enjoy. — Y^ours  very  truly, 

“  Lancastrian.” 


Dear  Sir, — A  letter  signed  E.  M.  Tod,  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  the  loth  inst., 
seems  to  me  to  rather  widely  and  generally 
censure  the  whole  body  of  angling  reporters,  and 
I  as  one  strongly  object  to  the  imputations  con¬ 
veyed.  For  some  months  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  sending  reports  from  a  promising  lake,  and 
maintain  they  are  correct. 

The  system  adopted  here  is,  as  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Tod’s  letter,  that  is  to  say  a  weighing  machine 
is  always  kept  in  the  hall  of  the  hotel,  where  the 
contents  of  each  basket  are  carefully  weighed  ; 
and  on  no  occasion  has  such  a  diabolical  trick 
been  attempted  as  weighing  the  creel  with  tho 
fish.  In  fact,  many  anglers  think  we  are  unduly 
jealous  of  the  last  ounce  ;  but  we  assert  that  we 
mean  our  reports  to  be  strictly  accurate  both  as 
to  number  and  weight,  as  there  is  no  intention  to 
mislead  the  angling  public. 

Sportsmen  are  well  aware  that,  owing  to  circum¬ 
stances,  all  days  cannot  be  exactly  as  they  would 
wish,  and  when  such  is  the  case  it  is  not  omitted 
in  the  reports.  The  weekly  accounts  are,  there¬ 
fore,  not  “  cooked,”  or  juggled  to  present  a  false 
and  deceptive  surface.  This  policy,  which  I  am 
determined  to  maintain,  will  I  am  sure  eventually 
bring  its  reward. 

I  felt  compelled  to  write  on  this  subject,  as 
lines  from  the  well-known  pen  of  Mr.  Tod  always 
command  attention. — Yrours,  &c., 

Long  Drift. 

[It  appeared  clear  to  us,  Mr.  Tod  was  very 
careful  not  to  make  his  remarks  general  ;  he 
pointed  out  what  is  a  well-known  fact— viz.,  that 
some  reports  are  “  cooked,”  and  he  showed  how  it 
was  done.  It  rests  mainly  with  anglers  to  correct 
this  evil,  we  cannot  be  all  over  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  at  the  same  time— Ed.] 


APPEAL  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  AND 
FRIENDS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
one  guinea  from  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling 
Society  ;  and  five  shillings  from  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Society,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Camm  and 
her  six  little  children.  Due  notice  will  appear  in 
F.  G.  when  the  above  list  closes  for  this  distress¬ 
ing  case. — I  am,  yours,  &c.,  B.  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  can  be  crossed 
“  Alliance  Bank  and  Co.” 

\*  Club  and  River  Reporters  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  Reports  early  in  the  week. 
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MAY-FLY  NOTES. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  May-fly  season  of  1891  is 
practically  over,  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear 
from  your  readers  what  their  experiences  have 
been  with  the  various  patterns  of  artificial  imita¬ 
tions  of  Ephemera  vulgata.  I  had  only  twelve  days 
May-fly  fishiDg,  and  my  top  score  was  made  on 
June  8— ten  brace,  weighing  381b.  According  to 
my  experience  the  winged  flies  have  all  proved 
very  inferior  to  the  hackled  patterns,  as  killers, 
and  to  my  mind  there  is  nothing  more  exasperating 
than  to  rise  fish  after  fish,  and  fail  to  hook  them. 
This  was  my  experience  with  the  “  Inimitable,” 
and  I  tried  it  repeatedly  under  most  favourable 
conditions,  as  did  many  of  the  men  whom  I  met 
during  the  festival  with  like  results.  The  Clark 
like  the  winged  Fan,  produced  splashing  rises  ; 
but  the  fish  seldom  held  on.  Upon  stripping  the 
wings  from  the  Clark,  and  fishing  it  dry,  both 
myself  and  a  friend  scored  heavily;  and  I  com¬ 
mend  this  fact  to  the  attention  of  the  makers. 
Ogden’s  hackled  Gem,  with  gold  twist  over  body, 
is  responsible  for  my  splendid  basket  of  381b., 
and  as  this  fly  floats  better  than  the  winged  pat¬ 
tern,  I  consider  it  far  and  away  the  best  artificial 
May-fly  yet  produced.  Having  said  this,  I  may 
add,  without  doing  any  injustice  to  Mr.  Ogden, 
that  anglers  everywhere  expressed  an  opinion 
that  his  winged  Gems  this  year  were  of  inferior 
quality— an  opinion  in  which  I  concur. — Yours 
truly,  _  C.  W.  Gedney. 

THE  FIRST  OF  THE  AMBERLEY  AND 
PULBOROUGH  EXCURSIONS. 

Sir, — Under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Eldridge,  some  eight  hundred  anglers  patronised 
the  above  excursions  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  June 
last,  and  already  over  three  thousand  privilege 
tickets  have  been  sold  at  21,  Goswell-road,  City 
side.  A  brother  Bob  says  :  “I  made  a  good  start, 
taking  four  bream  that  weighed  7ilb.,  total  121b. 
in  all  (anglers,  please  note !),  and  I  put  back  ten 
ueighable  fish.” 

Fortunately  my  friend  does  not  go  in  for  gross 
weight  prizes  or  all  these  fish  would  have  been 
sacrificed. 

He  goes  on  to  say :  “  The  Mrs.  caught  about 
two  dozen  eels  with  the  worms  you  sent  her 
Gee  advertisement  at  the  end  of  this  paper). 
There  are  plenty  of  good  bream  in  the  Amberley 
portion  of  the  river,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  shift 
until  September.” 

They  may  not,  but  I  should  say  that  it  is  the 
Crystal  Palace  to  a  cucumber  that  they  will. 

He  also  says :  “I  tried  paste,  but  it  was  no  good 
whatever.” 

One  angler  remained  out  all  night,  but  did 
nothing  until  daybreak,  when  he  caught  four 
bream,  weighing  21b.,  lib.,  fib.,  and  one  lib.  My 
friend  says  :  “  I  do  wish  anglers  would  not  keep 
bream,  weighing  only  Alb.  Miserable  business !” 

I  quite  agree,  it  is  miserable  business. 

in  conclusion,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  that 
several  of  the  old  hands  went  to  the  back  water 
of  the  old  river,  with  the  result  that  they  did 
nothing.  For  some  time  to  come,  it  goes  without 
saying,  that  bream  will  be  taken  in  sharper  and 
shallower  water.— I  am,  &c.,  Angler. 


sent  to  Birmingham  without  a  proper  definition 
of  where  fishing  during  the  close  season  was  pro¬ 
hibited.  Printers’  ink  is  cheap  enough,  and  my 
friend  Mr.  Wingfield  makes  a  mistake  when  he 
sa,ys  that  I  attribute  the  blame  to  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  as  they,  I  am  sure,  are  not  to 
blame  in  the  least.  Where  the  blame  lies  is 
with  the  persons  who  sent  out  the  permits  in 
such  large  quantities.  We  have  no  station  near 
the  places  mentioned  where  fishing  could  be  in¬ 
dulged  in  during  the  close  season,  and  I  question 
if  we  have  a  member  in  our  association  who  has 
ever  been  to  the  places  in  question.  I  hope  this 
will  go  to  show  Mr.  Wingfield  and  my  Worcester 
friends  that  more  water  bailiffs  are  required  in 
the.  districts  where  the  fishing  was  prohibited 
during  the  close  season  ;  they  would  then  have 
stopped  the  fishing,  and  this  disagreeable  matter 
would  never  have  been  brought  before  the 
public. 

I  hope  that  next  year,  in  order  to  save  any  of 
the  Birmingham  anglers  from  getting  into  trouble, 
no  permit  of  any  kind  will  be  forwarded  with  the 
licences,  and  I  will  also  do  all  I  can  to  stop  a 
repetition  of  what  has  just  taken  place.  I  hope 
that  this  explanation  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
Mr.  Wingfield. — Yours  truly,  Charles  White. 

42,  Tenby-street,  North  Birmingham. 


WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  what  class  of 
fish  the  one  accompanying  this  note  belongs  to  ? 
It  has  come  out  of  club  waters,  where  they  have 
been  taken  up  to  2jlb.  I  am  anxious  to  know  if 
if  it  is  a  rudd  or  not,  as  in  Bolton  we  weigh  them 
as  roach.  You  will  greatly  oblige  if  you  will 
answer  through  the  F.  G.,  as  I  take  it  every  week. 
A  ours  truly,  Joseph  Walker. 

Bolton-le-Moors. 

[It  is  a  bream. — Ed.] 


A  TROUT  OF  61lb.  CAUGHT  WITH  A 
PIECE  OF  BARBEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  fishing  in  Teddington  Weir 
Pool,  on  June  18,  for  barbel,  and  caught  one  or 
two  small  ones.  Through  an  accident  I  ran  out  of 
bait,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  I  cut  a  small 
piece  of  white  flesh  from  the  belly  of  a  small 
barbel,  and  put  that  on  for  a  bait.  It  had  not 
been  in  the  water  a  few  minutes  before  I  had  a 
tremendous  tug.  Striking,  I  found  I  was  into  a 
good  fish;  after  two.  or  three  desperate  rushes  and 
leaps,  and  with  a  little  careful  playing,  I  landed  a 
handsomely-marked  Thames  trout,  which  turned 
the  scales  at  61b.  4oz.,  in  splendid  condition.  It  has 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper,  of  St.  Luke’s,  for  pre¬ 
servation. — I  remain,  Sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 

Henry  Cooper, 

Late  Secretary  Clapham  Junction  A.S. 


A  NOTE  FROM  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Reader  of  Gazette ,”  in  your  last 
issue,  writes  to  inform  me  that  two  fishers  joined 
at  Mr.  A.  Graham’s  pannier  when  he  was  at 
Cauldron  Snout.  I  thank  “  R.  of  G."  for  doing 
so,  and  can  only  tell  him  that,  upon  my  asking 
Mr.  Graham  about  this,  he  tells  me  it  is  not 
correct ,  and  that  lie  actually  caught  the  fish  I 
reported  at  the  time. 

With  the  final  observation  that  during  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  Mr.  A.  Graham  I  have  invariably 
found  him  to  be  a  truthful  young  gentleman,  and 
that  I  thoroughly  believe  his  word,  I  must  beg  to 
leave  this  matter,  as  I  do  not  think  a  further 
discussion  would  lead  to  any  useful  end,  or  yet 
prove  of  interest  to  your  readers. — I  am,  &c., 
_  J.  H.  R. 

FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 

Sir, — I  intend  spending  my  summer  holiday  at 
Barmouth,  and  shall  be  obliged  if  you,  or  any  of 
your  numerous  readers,  could  inform  me  whether 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  streams  and  llyns  in 
the  neighbourhood  ?  Is  permission  necessary,  and 
if  so,  from  whom  obtained  ?  Is  it  necessary  to 
have  a  rod  licence,  and  what  are  the  best  flies  to 
use  ? — Yours  obediently,  Lex, 


THE  TEES. 


THE  SEVERN  PERMITS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  Mr.  Wingfield’s  letter 
in  your  issue  of  the  20th  inst.,  I  beg  to  state  that 
the  Severn,  from  Bridgnorth  down  to  below 
Lincomb  Weir,  has  been  fished  as  much  during 
the  past  close  season  as  in  similar  periods  in 
years  gone  by,  although  a  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  to  the  effect  that 
no  coarso  fish  should  be  taken  during  the  years 
1891  and  1892,  the  reason  for  this  being  that,  with 
all  the  books  of  licences  sent  out,  a  number  of 
permits  were  also  sent,  which  entitled  the  owners 
to  fish  and  tako  coarse  fish  between  the  mouth  of 
the  \  erniew  and  a  hundred  yards  above  Darley 
Brook,  in  the  county  of  Salop.  Now,  in  the 
issuing  of  these  licences,  the  distributors  also 
gave  the  permit,  and  the  anglers  who  took  out 
the  licences,  not  knowing  the  geographical  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  Yerniew  or  Darley  Brook,  went  out 
and  fished  the  Severn  at  their  favourite  places, 
armed  with  these  permits,  and  were  in  total 
ignorance  of  doing  wrong.  This  has  been  going 
on  during  the  whole  of  the  close  season,  and  the 
error  remains  in  the  fact  of  these  permits  being 


Sir, — I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  all  the 
high-falutin’  and  stand-on- dignity  sort  of  talk 
which  “J.  II.  R.”  indulges  in  in  his  letter  last 
week  has  to  do  with  the  question  raised  by  me. 
It  is  the  sort  of  talk  which  people  who  have  a  bad 
cause  generally  use.  My  point  about  the  trout 
was  very  simple.  A  certain  number  of  trout- 
weighed  7Ub.  according  to  “  J.  H.  R.”  But  the 
number  caught,  when  worked  out  at  per  weights 
supplied  by  himself,  total  to  10]  lb.  The 
difference  is  in  his  favour,  if  correct.  Instead  of 
adopting  the  style  used  in  his  letter,  let  “  J.ILR.” 
give  the  number  of  trout  caught,  and  the  public 
judge  as  to  the  “accuracy  of  his  report.” 

Regarding  the  Salmo  salar,  I  ask  “  -J.  H.  R  ,”  who 
has  stated  in  a  public  paper  that  the  first  specimen 
of  this  fish  had  been  caught  in  the  Tees,  to  give 
us  in  the  same  public  way  plain  answers  to  the 
following  questions  :  — 

Was  the  man  who  caught  this  specimen  a 
salmon  angler  ? 

Had  he  a  salmon  licence  ? 

Was  it  in  truth  a  Salmo  salar? 

Was  it  a  fresh-run  fish,  or  a  well-mended  kelt  ? 

What  was  its  weight  ? 

I  must  warn  “  J.  II.  R.”  how  he  answers  these 
questions,  because  all  the  particulars  are  known 
to  other  people  ;  if  he  refuses  to  answer  them, 
some  one  else  will  do  so. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  “  J.  H.  R.”  for  referring 
me  to  the  concluding  portion  of  his  letter  to 
“  Reader  of  Gazette ,”  but  I  had  made  a  note  of  it, 
and  it  will  be  produced  and  used  when  the  proper 
time  arrives.  Words  and  actions  do  not  always 
correspond.— Yours,  &c.,  Hawthorn. 


FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  jour  correspondents 
inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  some  good  free 
fishing  at  Chesham,  Bucks,  or  I  would  not  mind 
subscription  reasonable  where  I  could  get  some 
good  sport. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

25,  Silver-street,  blotting  -hill,  B.  Abrahams. 


GOOD  BREAM  FISHING  WANTED. 

Sir, — Would  you  or  some  of  your  numerous 
readers  kindly  say  where  I  could  get  a  few  days’ 
really  good  bream  fishing,  in  the  early  part  of 
August  ?  I  am  quite  willing  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  if  the  water  is  well  stocked  and  pre¬ 
served.  Information  re  lodgiDgs,  charges,  &c  , 
would  also  greatly  oblige.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours,  &c.,  H.  Lester. 

Leicester.  _ 

GATE  SWIM,  AMBERLEY. 

Sir,— Your  report  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette 
may  encourage  many  so-called  anglers  to’ go  down 
in  their  hundreds,  with  wives  and  children,  to 
destroy  and  pull  to  pieces  what  they  can  see,  and 
innocently  return  home  heavily  laden.  Now,  Sir, 
what  will  be  the  result  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
if  this  sort  of  thing  should  continue  ?  I  should 
like  to  hear  some  of  the  London  angling  societies’ 
opinion  on  this  matter. — Yours  obediently, 

Brighton  Angler. 

TRANSIT  OF  MAY-FLIES. 

Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in 
intimating  last  week  that  I  wanted  some  May¬ 
flies.  The  request  has  been  liberally  responded 
to  by  readers  of  the  Gazette ,  which  is  another 
testimony  to  its  value  as  a  medium  of  quick  and 
widespread  communication  between  anglers. 

As  I  have  thanked  the  donors  individually  for 
their  kindness,  I  should  not  trouble  you  again,  but 
for  the  fact  that  I  think  I  have  gained  by  this 
affair  some  experience  which  may  be  useful  to 
many  who  may  wish  to  send  or  receive  flies 
through  the  post.  First,  I  would  say  to  thesonder, 
Do  not  attach  stamps  to  the  box  in  which  the  flies 
are  placed.  4  he  post-office  stamper  has  no  gentle 
hand,  aud  if  the  box  is  cardboard  it  will  be 
smashed.  More  than  one  box  came  to  me  with 
no  more  vestige  of  a  fly  than  a  bit  or  two  of  a  leg, 
to  show  the  flies  had  been  there.  Stamps  should 
be  put  on  a  label  tied  to  the  box,  on  which  the 
address  may  also  be  written.  Again,  I  find  the 
flies  should  not  be  simply  put  into  the  box  in  a 
mass.  Some  of  my  friends  had  hoped,  by  so  doing, 
aud  piercing  a  few  air-holes  in  the  lid,  that  the 
flies  would  keep  alive.  Alas !  the  horrors  of  the 
American  cattle  trade  must  bs  as  nothing  to  what 
these  poor  ephemerie  had  to  suffer  in  their 
journey  north.  Fragments  of  heads,  legs,  wings. 
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with  crumpled,  twisted  bodies  and  shrivelled 
antennae,  “  in  one  wild  confusion  lie.”  So  that 
method  is  a  failure.  The  best  specimens  which 
reached  me  were  some  carefully  pressed  between 
pieces  of  blotting  paper,  and  for  many  purposes 
that  is  a  method  which  could  readily  be  adopted. 
The  colour  is  not  injured,  and  tho  form  of  the 
wings  is  kept  perfect,  but  the  form  and  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  body  is  lost.  The  method  which 
I  would  suggest  as  by  far  tho  best,  when  a  card¬ 
board  box  can  be  used  to  hold  them,  is  to  spear 
them  with  a  pin,  as  in  an  entomological  collection, 
and  stick  the  pin  into  the  bottom  of  the  box.  A 
considerable  number  so  treated  could  be  carried 
in  a  space  two  inches  square.  Trusting  you  will 
find  space  for  above.— 1  remain,  yours,  &c  , 

64,  George-street,  Aberdeen.  Wm.  Brown. 


TOEltomattE 


There  is  a  decided  lull  in  trout  fishing  just  at 
the  present  time.  The  May -fly  season  is 
over,  and  for  awhile  the  gorged  trout  are  almost 
uncatchable.  Salmon  fishing,  too,  is  no  great 
things,  so  a  few  remarks  on  coarse  fishing  will  not 
be  out  of  place,  _ 

A  good  many  jack  have  been  taken  since  the 
15th.  More’s  the  pity !  Owing  to  the  late  spawn¬ 
ing  season,  most  coarse  fish  are  in  particularly 
poor  condition,  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  j  udging.  Thames  anglers  certainly  have 
one  excuse  for  killing  badly-conditioned  fish.  At 
present  the  river  has  not  been  disturbed  to  any 
extent  with  the  army  of  launches  and  boats  which 
invade  it  a  little  later  on,  and  render  angling 
neither  pleasant  nor  profitable.  It  is  therefore 
only  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  and  in 
the  late  autumn  and  winter  that  angling  can  be 
pursued  in  the  Thames  with  much  success.  Of 
course,  this  is  a  general  statement  subject  to  ex¬ 
ceptions,  for  there  are  a  few  quiet  weir  pools  and 
little  frequented  nooks  iu  which  a  good  bag  of 
fish  can  be  occasionally  made  in  the  boating 
season.  _ 


People  often  say  that  Thames  fishing  is  played 
out.  So  far  as  the  bank-angler  is  concerned 
there  is  considerable  truth  in  the  remark ;  but 
punt-fishing  is  still  by  no  means  bad  ;  only  the 
fish  are  uncommonly  difficult  to  catch.  The  man 
on  the  bank  who  is  fishing,  as  is  usually  the  case, 
from  the  tow-path  side  of  the  river,  has  a  miser¬ 
able  time  of  it.  Every  few  minutes  persons  tow¬ 
ing  boats  will  pass,  as  often  as  not  without 
showing  the  least  regard  for  the  patient  and  long- 
suffering  fisherman.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  cox  of  a  boat  which  is  being  towed  from  steer¬ 
ing  out  to  such  a  distance  that  the  fish  are  not 
scared  ;  but  not  one  iu  ten  has  the  consideration  to 
do  this.  Then  a  boatful  of  persons,  steered  by  a 
lady,  will  pass,  splashing  right  through  the  swim. 
Following  these  may  come  a  steam-tug,  the  wash 
of  which,  however,  may  not  scare  the  fish  to  the 
extent  the  rowing-boat  does.  In  fact,  I  have 
known  the  wave  from  a  launch  set  the  fish  feed¬ 
ing,  the  reason,  doubtless,  being  that  it  stirred 
up  some  food.  Steam  launches,  however,  are 
terrible  to  anglers  in  boats  and  punts.  These 
they  often  nearly  swamp,  and  a  rypeck  has  to  be 
fastened  firmly  indeed  in  the  gravel  to  hold  fast 
when  a  launch  passes.  But  most  harmful  are  these 
nuisances  to  the  spawn  of  fish  in  the  spring-time. 
Millions  of  eggs  are  washed  from  their  holding 
among  the  weeds,  and  come  to  nothing  iu  conse¬ 
quence.  _ _ _ 

To  catch  fish  in  the  Thames  one  has  to  be  a 
really  accomplished  fisherman.  From  now  on¬ 
ward,  early  morning  fishing  will  be  found  advan¬ 
tageous,  and  by  early  morning  fishing  I  mean 
fishing  long  before  the  professional  Thames 
fisherman  thinks  of  having  his  punt  ready  for  his 
“  patron’s  ”  accommodation.  There  arc  a  few 
men,  who  being  keen  sportsmen  themselves,  will 
gladly  start  at  any  time  after  daybreak,  but  the 
majority  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Nine  to 
ten  o’clock  is  their  time,  and  as  the  punt  is  usually 
taken  leisurely  a  mile  or  so  up  or  down  stream, 
fishing  does  not  commence  much  before  eleven. 
Iu  hot  weather,  roach,  pike,  and  perch,  liavo  left 
off  feeding  long  before  that.  Iu  the  evening  the 


fish  would  feed,  but  they  have  been  too  much  dis¬ 
turbed  by  boats  and  launches,  in  as  much  of  the 
Thames  as  lies  within  easy  leach  of  London. 

My  advice  to  those  who  have  the  requisite  time 
is  to  invariably  visit  one  district,  of  course  choos¬ 
ing  one  of  the  best,  and  get  to  know  the  water 
thoroughly.  This  can  be  done  most  quickly  by 
punting  oneself  about  here,  there,  and  every¬ 
where.  The  punt  pole  tells  the  depth  and  the 
nature  of  the  bottom  most  thoroughly.  Then 
fish  where  no  one  else  fishes.  The  professional 
fisherman  nearly  always  frequents  those  swims 
which  are  level  and  free  from  weeds.  If  you  are 


for  largest  take  of  chub,  10s. ;  Mr.  A.  Hendrey,  for  largest 
pike,  Cl  Is. ;  Mr.  W.  Clark,  for  largest  roach,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr. 
W.  Howard,  for  largest  rudd,  10s.  (id.  (the  last  two  by  Mr. 
W.  Yeardye) ;  Mr.  E.  Frost,  for  largest  bream,  10s.  ;  Mr.  J. 
\V.  Martin,  for  largest  chub,  10s  ;  Mr.  W.  Ellwood,  for 
largest  perch,  10s. ;  Mr.  D.  Watson,  for  largest  eel,  10s. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr. 
J.  H.  Trist  was  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary,  with  a 
special  vote  of  thanks  for  his  past  services.  The  following 
were  elected  on  the  committee: — Messrs.  J.  Ashley,  S.  T. 
Beresford,  W.  D.  Storey,  T.  Clayton,  C.  A.  Bryant,  J.  J. 
Read,  A.  Hendrey,  G.  W.  Childs,  C.  A.  Davison,  and  1 . 
Sarll.  Mr.  J.  White  was  elected  auditor,  and  the  question 
of  a  keeper  for  the  Hartford  waters  was  left  to  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Several  new  members  were  elected,  and  one  or 
two  verbal  corrections  were  made  in  the  rules,  and  this 
finished  the  business. 


at  all  skilful,  you  are  able  to  fish  swims  with 
slightly  uneven  bottoms,  which  he  would  never 
go  near.  Choose,  if  possible,  little  runs  between 
weeds.  More  fish  will  be  caught  in  little  places 
of  that  sort  with  the  punt  end  on  than  in  the  open 
swim  far  from  any  weeds  where  there  is  neither 
shelter  for  the  fish  nor  the  angler.  I  am  speak¬ 
ing  now  of  roach.  Gudgeon  are  pretty  well 
ubiquitous,  but  are  found  in  numbers  just  on  the 
edge  of  a  hole.  The  shifting  of  a  punt  a  few  feet 
more  to  the  right  or  the  left  will  often  make  all 
the  difference  between  a  bad  catch  and  a  good 
one. 


One  reason  why  I  advise  ignoring  the  swims 
beloved  by  the  professional  fishermen  is,  that 
where  the  fish  are  much  sought  after  they  in¬ 
variably  get  very  shy.  I  have  often  found  a  little 
hole  among  weeds  (where  probably  no  line  had 
been  wetted  within  the  memory  of  man)  in  which 
the  fish  bit  eagerly,  while  out  in  the  main  stream, 
in  the  regulation  swims,  hardly  a  fish  could  be 
caught.  The  difficulty  is,  of  course,  to  find  these 
places,  and,  as  I  have  said,  a  punt  pole  is  of  great 
assistance.  If  it  is  found  that  the  bottom  is  too 
weedy  and  foul,  it  can  easily  be  cleared  by  means 
of  a  gudgeon  rake.  _ 

The  professional  fishermen  rarely  try  any  other 
bait  than  gentles,  while  the  London  bank  anglers 
usually  swear  by  paste,  at  least  in  summer. 
Of  course  if  the  water  is  very  thick,  both  use 
worms.  But  roach  will  take  many  baits  besides 
these,  and  a  new  bait  will  be  found  all  the  more 
killing  if  the  place  is  baited  over  night,  or  for  one 
or  two  days  with  it.  Templar. 


HUNTINGDON  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association  was  held 
last  Friday  evening  in  the  club-room,  at  the  George  Hotel, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant  in  tho  chair. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  he  was  very  sorry  the 
meeting  was  held  so  late  in  the  season,  as  he  was  afraid 
that  it  would  do  them  a  large  amount  of  harm.  He  was 
asked  to  express  the  regret  of  the  committee  at  the  delay, 
which  was  principally  caused  by  a  hitch  in  collecting  the 
honorary  members’  subscriptions.  It  was  not  until  the 
previous  Tuesday  that  they  felt  they  could  fix  the  amount 
of  the  prizes,  so  as  to  leave  a  suitable  balance  for  another 
year.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  this  balance  was  something 

like  £3  8s.  .  ,,  , 

Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  thenread  the  report  for  the  past  season, 
which  was  as  follows: — “After  a  long  delay,  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  could  hardly  be  avoided,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  your  notice  the 
annual  report,  balance-sheet,  and  prize  list  for  the  past 
season,  and  in  doing  so  must  congratulate  the  members  on 
the  position  of  the  club,  and  also  on  the  state  of  its  finances. 
Turning  now  to  the  doings  of  the  club  members  amongst 
the  fish,  we  have  to  report  that,  owing  to  the  lowness  and 
brightness  of  the  water  all  through  the  summer,  and  a  very 
sharp  and  prolonged  frost  during  the  winter,  the  record  of 
fish  caught  is  not  up  to  the  usual  standard.  Our  member¬ 
ship  has  doubled  itself  during  the  present  year,  but,  in 
spite  of  this,  only  half  the  weight  of  fish  of  the  previous 
season  has  been  weighed  in.  There  have  been  three 
hundred  and  ninety -four  fish  booked,  of  the  total  gross 
weight  of  4!)21b.,  the  principal  fish  being  twenty-two  pike, 
weighing  1051b.,  including  a  splendid  specimen.  171b.  8oz., 
taken  by  Mr.  Hendrey,  which  is  the  best  fish  ever  recorded 
in  the  society’s  books;  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  bream, 
weighing  2501b. ;  one  hundred  and  forty-four  roach,  weigh¬ 
ing  641b. ;  and  twenty -one  chub,  weighing  4olb  During 
the  past  season  four  bottom  fishing  matches  and  one  pike 
tournament  were  arranged  by  the  committee  and  carried 
out  In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  urge  all  the 
members  to  assist  them  in  preserving  the  fish  and  improv¬ 
ing  the  sport  by  returning  to  the  water  all  fish  under  the 
recognised  standard,  and  in  reporting  any  cases  of  unfair 
and  illegal  fishing  to  the  secretary,  who  is  fully  instructed  to 
take  steps  for  the  prosecution  ot  the  offenders.  The  com¬ 
mittee  also  hope  that  their  cherished  scheme  will  m  the 
near  future,  be  an  established  fact,  and  the  association  in 
a  quiet  sort  of  way  be  doing  a  good  deal  of  good  for  the 
anglers  of  the  locality.  . ,  .  ,  , , 

The  balance-sheet  was  also  read,  and  this,  together  with 
the  report,  was  adopted. 

The  Chairman,  before  proceeding  to  present,  the  prizes, 
remarked  that  it  had  been  suggested  that  they  should  not 
in  future  give  money  prizes,  but  that  a  man  would 
like  something  which  he  could  look  at  afterwards,  and 
which  would  be  more  suitable  than  money  prizes.  But 
this  year  they  were  driven  to  the  last,  and  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  give  the  amount  in  cash  as  usual. 

The  following  prizes  were  then  given:— Mi.  John 
Ashley,  for  largest  take  of  bream,  10s. ;  Mr.  J.  M  .  Martin, 


NOTES  ON  NATURAL  HISTORY  AND  ANGLING 
FROM  THE  EASTERN  COUNTIES. 

As  I  anticipated,  anglers  generally  found  the  roach  very 
backward,  and  to  many  the  opening  day  was  rather  a  dis¬ 
appointing  one.  Dace  appeared  to  have  done  better,  also 
the  bream  and  perch.  Most  all  the  roach  I  have  seen  were 
very  rough,  and  not  fit  to  be  taken.  However,  there  is  the 
Act  of  Parliament  for  the  lfith,  so  that  anglers  were 
perfectly  justified  in  catching  them.  As  I  have  often  stated, 
the  time  of  the  Mundella  Act  is  all  wrong,  and  I  for  one 
hope  to  see  it  altered.  I  had  on  Thursday  last  a  ehaiming 
long  walk  through  the  fen  district,  and  saw  shoals  of  good 
fish  in  the  rivers.  The  quiet  fen  drains  and  cuttings  have 
suffered  most  from  the  effects  of  the  severe  frost.  I  think 
I  never  saw  the  country  looking  better  than  it  does  this 
season,  and  at  the  present  time  Nature  certainly  is  clad  in 
her  best  attire,  and  not  only  the  birds,  but  also  the  insects 
and  fish  appeared  to  revel  in  the  glorious  sunshine.  1  here 
is  a  peculiar  charm  in  these  old  fen  districts,  through  which 
I  journey  each  week,  and  I  often  wish  some  of  my  London 
brother  anglers  could  be  with  me — it  would  sharpen  their 
appetites  and  relieve  their  often  over-taxed  brain.  A  chat 
with  the  old  fen  folk  is  very  amusing  and  interesting, 
especially  the  wild-fowlers.  I  came  across  a  very  curious 
old  book  at  one  of  the  river  side  inns  one  day  last  week, 
and  from  the  description  there  given,  wild  fowl  .were 
formerly  extremely  plentiful.  It  appears  from  this  old 
book  it  was  the  custom  formerly  amongst  these  fen 
men  when  any  of  their  great  folk  got  married,  to  make 
them  a  present  of  wild  fowl  from  the  fen,  and  the  following 
is  a  list  of  birds,  a  present  to  a  lady,  on  her  wedding-day,  in 
the  year  1460,  and  which  no  doubt  will  be  interesting  to  the 
many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette : — Nine  cranes,  five 
heronshaws,  ten  curlews,  fifty  wild  ducks,  twenty-five 
teals,  one  hundred  plovers,  nine  swans,  two  hundred  larks, 
twenty  bitterns,  one  hundred  knotts,  one  hundred  stints, 
fifty  god  wits.  Not  a  bad  lot  for  the  table !  I’m  afraid  it 
would  be  a  puzzler  to  find  half  the  number  now.  The  fen 
land  consisted  chiefly  of  great  meres  and  lakes,  with 
hundreds  of  acres  of  dark  green  alders,  and  immense  beds 
of  green  reeds  and  rushes,  with  countless  thousands  of  all 
kinds  of  wild  fowl,  a  perfect  paradise  for  them  in  the  times 
of  the  old  flint  guns,  and  had  these  hardy  strong  fenmen 
lived  and  earned  their  bread  by  catching  the  fowl  of  the 
fens.  Another  very  interesting  account  1  found  in  this  old 
book— the  list  of  fish  taken  from  the  waters  at  that  time, 
and  which  in  a  future  article  to  the  F.  G.  I  will  enumerate. 
I  also  found  the  names  of  the  birds  of  prey  taken  there  at 
that  time,  which  may  be  interesting :  the  peregrine  falcon, 
hobly,  merlin,  kestrel,  sparrow  hawk,  kite,  common  buzzard, 
rough-legged  buzzard,  honey  buzzard,  marsh  hannier,  hen 
hannier,  montague  hannier,  horned  owl.  At  the  present 
time  we  do  not  find  one  quarter  this  number.  There  were 
many  other  birds  taken  that  are  now  extinct,  the  ruffs, 
reeves,  and  others.  The  list  of  butterflies  and  other  insects 
are  also  considerably  diminished,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
peculiar  old  water  plants.  Kven  now  the  fen-land  is  the 
happy  hunting-ground  of  the  naturalist,  entomologist, 
botanist,  and  the  angler.  William  Howlett. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  list  of  New  Piscatorial 
Patents,  specially  compiled  for  the  F.  G.  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Patent  Agents  and  Engineers, 
(6,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  authorised  Attorneys 
for  the  procuration  of  English  and  Foreign  Patents, 
Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  :— 

^668.— G.  H.  Huteson  and  J.  Huteson,  of  London,  “Im¬ 
provements  in  trawl  heads.”  , 

10,037.— J.  P.  Wright,  of  38,  Peter’s-road,  Croydon,  for  An 
improved  fishing  line  winder.” 

10,066.— H.  Smethurst,  Jun.,  of  London,  for  An  improved 
buoy  for  fishing  and  other  purposes.” 

10,424.— Joseph  Walker,  of  London,  for  “  Improved  appli- 


Killaloe:  Its  Fishing  and  Scenery.— Our  Killaloe 
correspondent,  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  writes:  “Past  and  pre¬ 
sent  angling  visitors  to  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  may 
shortly  expect  to  find  in  the  columns  of  the  Illustrated 
Sporting  and  Dramatic  News  several  pages  of  delightful 
river  and  lake  fishing  scenes,  from  the  kodaks  and  pencils 
of  Mr.  James  Temple,  who  has  spent  a  fortnight  here 
recently  amongst  the  salmon  and  trout,  and  the  pretty 
scenery  for  which  this  favourite  resort  of  English  sports 
men  is  so  justly  famous.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the 
acquaintance  of  the  distinguished  artist  during  his  sejour 
here,  and  even  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  accompanying  mm 
on  a  few  of  his  angling  and  sketching  expeditions,  and  1 
can  truly  say,  after  a  close  acquaintance  of  fully  ftlty  long 
years,  with  hundreds  of  English  fishermen  and  shooters  of 
the  first  water,  that  I  have  never  meta  more  accomplished 
sportsman  or  more  genial  companion  and  friend. 


Holloway's  Pills.  Tim  Greatest  Wonder  of  Modern  Times.  - 
ev  correct  bile,  prevent  flatulency,  cleanse  the  liver,  and  purify 
i  system,  renovate  the  debilitated,  strengthen  the  stomach,  in- 
ase  the  appetite,  invigorate  the  nerves,  promote  health,  and 
nstate  the  weak  to  an  ardour  of  feeling  never  before  ex 
•ted.  The  sale  of  these  Pills  throughout  the  globe  astonishes 
■rvbody,  convincing  the  most  sceptical  that  there  is  no  Medi- 
e  equal  to  Holloway’s  Pills  for  removing  the  complaints  which 
incidental  to  tin  human  race.  They  arc  indeed  a  blessing  to 
■afflicted,  and  a  boon  to  tho- e  who  suffer  from  disorder  in- 
nal  or  external.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
■ir  use  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health  after  other 
nedjes  had  proved  unsuccessful. 


TTTE  FTSITTNG  GAZETTE. 


Iyrone  Notes.— Fishing  reports  from  all  parts  of 
Tyrone  show  a  great  decline  in  sport,  the  natural  result  of 
the  tropical  heat,  cloudless  skies,  and  the  riyers  standing  at 
summer  levels.  Angling  is  far  from  pleasant  when  the 
thermometer  registers  SO  deg.  Fahr.  in  the  shade,  equal  to 
105  deg.  Fahr.  on  the  river  bank.  Coarse  fishers,  however 
are  having  a  very  good  turn  of  sport  in  the  East  Tyrone 
lakes.  Roan,  Eskeragh,  Furlough,  &c.  A  few  nights  ago 
a  gang  of  poachers  from  Lough  Neagh  visited  Roan  Lake 
and  succeeded  in  netting  it  without  being  detected,  taking 
an  immense  haul  of  eels,  pike,  perch,  and  a  few  trout 
The  local  police  are  on  the  track  of  the  delinquents  As  I 
write  I  hear  that  a  countryman  recently  shot  a  pike  in 
Furlough  Lake  which  weighed  near  1 01b.  It  took  seven  shots  1 
to  kill  the  monster,  this  is  not  a  very  sportsmanlike  wav  i 
of  disposing  ot  the  fish,  hut  it  is  better  to  have  him  re-  I 
moved  anyway.  The  Ballinderry  has  been  doing  badly 
and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  state  of  sport  on  the 
Newmills,  Blackwater,  and  other  feeders  of  Lough  Neagh 
At  the  last  Goagh  petty  sessions,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Manelly'  ! 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  charged  a  young  man  named  ! 


Brennan  with  having  on  the  night  of  July  13,  1887  netted  a 

portion  of  the  Ballinderry  river  for  the  purpose  of  fil-im* 
salmon  and  trout  contrary  to  law.  Brc  an  was  f  rthor 
charged  by  District  Inspector  Cary,  R.I.C.  with  hav  ng  on 

WilfdnsonatThe1ev<?,?Sl1y  aritT'u!tw*  a  water  bailiff  named 
!  '  i  0  ,'  llle  Mence  showed  that  on  the  night  in 

1  ■sar'ffl  SS 

m  L^?dt?uAm^nca’  and  the  three  others  were  fined !n 
el  each  for  the  offence,  and  two  were  sentenced  to  one  I 

n™wnJ!tlpn'0neCnt'each  with  hard  labour  for  assault 
m0  !\  llkinson.  Brennan  returned  home  two  weeks  ago 
and  was  arrested  and  charged.  He  pleaded  gniitv  and 
he  presiding  magistrate,  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Kkin,  fme  l  hin  n  ! 
n-L1  v,"fln""n  penalty-  for  the  first  offence  and  Ten 
fenced  him  to  one  month  s  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
tor  the  assault  on  the  water-keeper.  labour  j 


[June  27,  1891. 

ONE  PENNY.  SPSOIJIEN  ljD.  EVERY  SATURDAY. 

'PSeautifid  Wtoderd 

^Profitable  gardens 

Read  amateur  gardening. 

A  Re.ideu’s  Shocks  >. — ”  J3o;ng  a,  constant  reader.  I  must  say 
tint  my  mcr,  ss  is  entirely  duo  to  the  infonrat.o’n  you  give 
every  week."— W.  B. 

Coloured.  Pia  e  cf  Flowers  every  Week. 

Offices,  148  and  119,  Aldersgate  •stree'-,  E.C. 


Geo. 


CORDING’S 


Ventilated  Fishing-  CoatsjL _ 

TROUSERS,  STMKIHCS,  BOOTS,  BROSHES.  BMS.4, 

125,  UfiEHT  it  231  STitfl 


Co. 5  Standard  Works 

Highest  Awards  at  Fifteen  International  Exhibitions  for  Fish  Hooks,  Fishin-  Rods  Salmon  and  t  *  ™.  ’  „  A  A  ^ 

Patent  Applied  for.  . .  \  °  ’  ^  Trout  FIies>  and  a11  descriptions  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Col.  Clarke’s  Patent  L.  Handle  &  Net. 

Perfectly  secured  to  the  Strap,  and  can  be 
removed  in  an  instant, 


The  Patent  Ring  Mounted  Devon. 
Platt’s  Patent  Fishing  Basket, 
The  New  Aluminium  Reel. 


Patent  Inimitable  May  Fly. 

The  nearest  approach  to  nature  ever  yet 
attained.  Bodies  in  various  Patterns. 


Geen’s  Patent  Spiral  Minnow. 

The  most  Perfect  Spinning  Bait  ever  invented. 

]JLfZ  ^°vdrawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  th 
lamest  of  fish  can  seize  it,  yet  its  spiral  shape  makes  i 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape. 

Makers  of  Pennell  s  pattern  Up-turned  Shank  an 
Eyed  Fish  Hooks. 


eAOTIoNWioeSsa«o“«Ele°' ^«s°.0dLCeT  bf  „<?b‘aiUed  from  a11  resPectaW«  Tackle  Dealers' 

London  Office:  60,  QUE E NT  “totoria  “’sTREET  ‘"ec  “ *“ 

Q  n  id  fhoanonf  Unl-nL !  _  i .  ...  ** 1  — — ■— ^ — — — — -  — ■-  i  ® 


Among  the  beet  and  cheapest  Hotels,  speolal  reference  ehould  be  made  to  the  Arnndel. “-Charles  Dickens, 


CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY  THE  LAW  COTTRTq 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c.  COURTS 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

and  at  25,  CRAYFORD  ROAD.  HOLLOWAY.  LONDON,  N. 

Prize  Medallists.  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883.  Eight  Meda  and 

Diplomas  for  Fly  Rods  and  Flies.  8  and 

Salmon  anFTrout  Flies 


ONLY. 


If  ,  «  —  «  „  (HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB  ) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

1KFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FQR  08. 


_  OF  fijRST  quality 

Only  Makers  of  the  World-renowned 

PRIZE  MEDAL, 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Introduced  by  our  late  the  Original  JAMES  OGDEN 

ONE  GUINEA. 

deveraux  and  blue  mahoe 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Rods, 

Tne  Lightest  and  Strongest  Fly  Rods  yet  introduced. 


Catalogues  Gratii 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETl^ 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  27,  1891. 


NOTES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND 
DISTRICT. 

By  C.  W. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  season  we  have  been 
favoured  with  splendid  weather,  and  anglers  have 
not  been  slow  to  appreciate  the  welcome  change. 
On  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  hundreds  could  be 
Been  on  the  platforms  of  the  various  railway 
Stations  waiting  to  be  conveyed  to  that  sweet 
rural  retirement,  which  every  angler  and  lover  of 
nature  is  bo  fond  of. 


The  various  club  matches  fished  on  the  20th  resulted 
in  poor  sport ;  in  one  case  not  half  of  the  members  com¬ 
peting  taking  any  fish,  and  yet  the  prizes  were  awarded— 
one  for  a  2oz.  roach.  Summing  np  the  totals  of  these 
matches,  tho  fish  taken,  both  in  numbers  and  condition, 
shows  a  very  poor  return  for  tho  trouble  taken  by  tho 
competitors.  _ 

The  Cheshire  waters,  all  of  which  provide  continuous 
fishing  for  Lancashire,  have  proved  also  deficient  in  sport. 


Perhaps  tho  best  report  is  from  the  Oldham  district, 
from  which  locality  a  party  visited  the  Swale.  Good  sport 
all-round  was  obtained,  and  many  fine  fish  secured. 


Some  of  the  Birmingham  societies  have  already  decided 
their  contests.  The  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society  held 
their  contest  on  the  opening  day  of  the  season.  This  has 
been  the  rule  of  the  society  for  the  last  three  years,  and 
upon  each  occasion  has  been  a  success,  the  last  venturo  of 
the  society  being  their  best  on  record.  'The  contest  was 
fished  in  the  Trent  at  Burton  and  Watton,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  is  rented  by  the  society.  Some  of  the 
catches  were  very  small,  but  the  winner,  Mr.  J.  C.  White, 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  catch,  as  he  secured  a  fine 
chub  of  81b.,  and  two  fine  barbel,  not  so  bad  to  commence 
the  season  with.  The  Brookfield’s  Society,  held  at  the 
Hose  and  Crown,  Hingeston-street,  fished  their  annual 
contest  on  Saturday  last,  in  the  Canal  at  Droitwich. 
Thirty-seven  members  took  part  in  the  struggle  for 
supremacy.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  all  the  competitors  tried  their  level  best  to  obtain  a 
prize  of  which  the  club  had  a  first-class  collection,  and  a 
good  number  will,  I  hear,  remain  on  hand  for  a  second 
contest,  as  the  majority  of  the  contestants  were  fairly 
Water  beat.  At  tho  close  of  the  contest  the  weighing  in 
commenced,  and  the  result  was  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  first, 
Mr.  Wilcox  second ;  and  Mr.  Vaughan  third.  The  prizes 
will  be  distributed  at  an  early  date,  when  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  holding  a  sedbnd  contest. 


Since  the  Birmingham  Association  have  decided  to  hold 
their  annual  contest  at  Pershore,  some  of  the  large 
societies  have  also  decided  to  hold  their  annual  tourna¬ 
ments  at  the  same  place.  One  of  our  large  societies, 
namely,  Highgate  Park,  decided  at  their  last  general  meet- 
ng  to  fish  their  contest  at  this  now  becoming  popular 
place,  on  August  Bank  Holiday.  The  contest  will  be  fished 
under  association  rules,  and  Mr.  J.  Bourne,  the  respected 
president,  informs  me  that  the  members  will  have  a  grand 
array  of  prizes  to  contest  for,  the  chief  of  which  is  given 
by  the  worthy  host,  Mr.  Higginbottom,  who  always  makes 
it  a  rule  to  give  a  valuable  first  prize.  The  meeting  elected 
Mr.  G.  Norton  as  referee.  I  am  also  requested  to  state 
that  Mr.  J.  Billington,  the  winner  of  the  great  association 
contest  at  Stourport  two  years  ago,  has  been  selected  to  do 
battle  for  his  society  on  Bank  Holiday  next,  at  Tewkes¬ 
bury  for  the  Marston  Challenge  Cup. 


I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Bellbarn  Society,  in  which  he  states  he  is  willing  to 
match  four  members  of  his  society  to  fish  any  four  mem¬ 
bers  belonging  to  any  other  Birmingham  society  for  a  sum 
of  not  less  than  £5.  The  Bellbarn  society  possess  some  first- 
class  all-round  anglers,  but  there  are  other  societies  who 
have  as  good,  if  not  better  anglers  in  their  ranks,  but  they 
would  not  like  to  fish  for  money  prizes.  I  do  npt  like  the 
idea  of  money  prizes  myself  ;  and  I  think  that  if  the  Bell¬ 
barn  Society  would  put  up  a  valuable  prize,  and  make  the 
entrance  fees  according,  tho  question  of  the  club  claiming 
the  championship  would  soon  be  decided. 


Although  many  of  our  members  have  been  out  to 
many  places,  I  have  not  heard  of  anything  extraordinary 
being  done,  as  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  a  little  too 
soon  yet.  Some  of  the  St.  George’s  members  have  had  a 
few  decent  chub  from  their  club  water  at  Bidford,  all  of 
which  were  in  good  condition-  This  club  intends  to  do 
something  on  this  water,  and  they  have  had  a  special  boat 
built  for  fishing  their  water  at  Grange  Mills. 


NOTES  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  continued  fine  weather  of  the  last  few 
days  has  been  taken  advantage  of  by  a  great 
many  anglers  in  this  district,  and,  judging  from 
the  reports  to  hand,  we  should  say  that  great 
activity  prevails.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
considering  the  fact  of  the  May-fly  being  on  the 
different  waters  in  great  quantities,  together  with 
the  genial  weather,  being  enough  to  tempt  the 
most  apathethic  fisherman  from  home. 

Some  splendid  baskets  have  been  obtained,  and  of  the 
fish  reported  as  opened,  statements  agree  that  tho  May¬ 
fly  in  its  various  stages  has  supplied  the  principal  food  for 
some  days;  many  of  the  fish  so  opened  were  simply  gorged 
with  this  fly.  The  voracity  of  trout  is  generally  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  in  the  past  week,  amongst  the  fish  secured, 
many,  after  feeding  freely  on  the  May-fly,  have  been 
taken  with  other  flies,  and  even  worms  and  maggots.  In 
one  case  the  victim  was  secured  by  a  minnow.  One  ex¬ 
pert  captured  in  six  hours  five  and  a  half  brace  of  trout 
weighing  61b.,  all  taken  with  the  worm  and  maggots  bred 
from  a  lobster.  _ 

Coarse  fishing  is  being  followed  with  vigour,  and,  judg¬ 
ing  from  reports  to  hand,  is  much  better  than  was  anti¬ 
cipated.  Of  course  some  waters  are  better  than  others, 
but  still  those  usually  providing  decent  sport  aro  in  fair 
condition,  whilst  others  are  utterly  disappointing.  Another 
week  or  so  will  probably  remove  the  cause  of  failure  to 
provide  sport.  It  is  noteworthy  that  canal  fishing  is  at 
present  particularly  uninviting.  The  severe  winter  has 
had  a  terrible  effect  in  still  waters  of  this  description. 


Rumour  is  busy  with  several  of  the  principal  towns  in 
Lancashire  as  to  their  movements  in  the  organisation  of 
their  fishing  associations.  It  is  possible  that  shortly  some 
interesting  items  of  information  may  be  forthcoming. 
The  Northern  Anglers’  Association  have  evidently  given 
a  great  impetus  to  local  home  rule  in  angling  questions. 


TnAT  was  a  lucky  angler  who  last  Saturday  went  to 
sleep  a  disappointed  man,  and  woke  up  the  winner  of  tho 
first  prize  with  a  fish,  which,  not  being  asleep,  obligingly 
hooked  itself. 


NOTES  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


The  country  just  now  is  truly  delightful,  and 
as  an  angling  resort,  King’s  Mills  and  its  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  has,  perhaps,  no  equal,  in  the  matter 
of  scenery,  on  the  whole  course  of  the  Trent. 
The  angling,  too,  is  good,  and  is  improving  daily. 
Shoals  of  barbel,  chub,  and  bream  are  beginning 
to  leave  the  shallows,  on  which  they  have  busied 
themselves  after  spawning,  and  in  a  very  short 
period  the  two  former  species  will  be  sought  for  in  the 
ordinary  channels  and  swims  associated  with  summer 
angling.  Bream  is  a  later  fish,  and  above  the  King’s 
Mills’  weirs  the  wide  stretch  of  water  extending  up  to  the 
Plaster  Works  is  literally  alive  with  them.  In  my  last 
“Notes”  I  briefly  mentioned  that  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee 
of  the  fishery,  had  entertained  the  executive  of  theNotting- 
ham  Wellington  Society  at  the  “  Mills.”  The  outing  was 
arranged  for  the  inaugural  day  of  the  legitimate  season,  and 
amongst  those  availing  themselves  of  Mr.  Wood’s  kind¬ 
ness,  I  noticed  Mr.  W.  Gaskell  (president),  Dr.  Tom  Wright 
and  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson  (vice-presidents),  Mr.  E.  Horton 
(lion,  treasurer),  Mr.  H.  Spray  (hon.  sec.),  Mr.  F.  Sacker, 
Mr.  E.  West,  Mr.  Fred  Baker,  Mr.  A.  Mosley,  and  Mr. 
G.  Wood.  Fishing  was  indulged  in  ad  libitum,  and  in  the 
afternoon  luncheon  was  partaken  of  in  the  prettily- 
situated  Card  House,  rendered  famous  in  history  through 
the  parties  entertained  in  it  by  the  late  Marquis  of 
Hastings,  of  sporting  fame.  The  house  stands  in  the 
wood  skirting  the  banks  of  the  river  above  the  weirs,  and 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  Weston  Cliff  standing  out  in  bold  relief  on  the 
immediate  left.  Luncheon  having  been  served  in  this 
cosy  cottage,  which  at  times  is  utilised  as  a  bathing  place 
by  members  of  the  Dorrington  family,  Mr.  Gaskell,  in  a 
few  happily-chosen  words,  proposed  the  health  of  Mr. 
Wood,  and  that  gentleman,  in  responding  to  the  toast, 
said  that  if  his  guests  were  as  pleased  to  be  there  as  he 
was  to  see  them  he  was  amply  repaid.  The  party  again 
betook  themselves  to  fishing,  and  amongst  other  novelties 
that  were  chronicled,  one  gentleman  is  said  to  have 
broken  his  rod  in  landing  a  “  tree  ”  and  chub  combined. 
Dr.  Wright  failed  to  kill  a  salmon  with  the  fly — he  has 
tried  the  experiment  at  Thrumpton  and  Cobirck ;  and  the 
stui’dy  keeper  (Holmes)  was  never  at  hand  when  wanted. 
Somehow  or  other  the  luncheon  baskets  possessed  a 
peculiar  charm,  not  only  for  “George,”  but  another 
“George,”  and  between  them  the  two  succeeded  in 
fathoming  the  mysteries  of  certain  square-shaped  bottles, 
on  which'were  labelled  in  very  big  letters,  “  Extra  Special 
Scotch.”  On  Friday,  Mr.  Wood  fished  several  noted 
places  in  the  water,  and  killed  a  fair  quantity  of  barbel 
and  chub.  One  of  the  chub  was  a  deep  rich  golden  colour, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  tho  captor  has  not  had  it 
set  up.  _ 

On  Saturday  afternoon  a  distressing  fatality  occurred 
on  the  Trent,  about  two  hundred  yards  below  Weston 
Cliff.  Two  brothers  named  Hodgetts,  of  Derby,  visited 
the  cliffs  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  decided  to 
bathe.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot,  and  the  elder  of 
the  two,  who  was  known  to  be  an  expert  swimmer,  led  the 
way  from  the  bank  of  the  meadow  below  the  brook.  He 
reached  the  opposite  side  in  safety,  but  on  looking  round 
for  his  brother  he  noticed  him  in  difficulties.  He  again 
plunged  in,  and  in  trying  to  save  him  the  two,  unfortu- 
nately  were  drowned.  What  makes  the  fatality  the  more 
painful  is  the  fact  that  the  wives  of  the  poor  fellows  were 
eye-witnesses  of  the  occurrence.  The  body  of  the  elder 
brother  was  soon  recovered,  but  that  of  the  younger  was 
not  got  out  until  Tuesday  afternoon.  Inquests  have  been 
held,  and  in  each  case  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
“Death  through  Drowning.”  The  elder  brother,  I  might 
add  was  a  capital  all-round  angler,  well  acquainted  with 
the  Weston  waters,  and  the  death  of  the  two  created  quite 
a  painful  sensation  in  Derby  and  the  district. 


Salmon  fishermen  have  not  yet  done  with  the  lordly 
sh.  As  a  rule  the  season  is  looked  upon  as  over  with  the 
dvent  of  the  coarse  fish  angling  term,  but  I  am  happy  to 
w  that  on  Saturday  the  largest  fish  killed  during  the  pre- 
3 ut  year  was  taken  in  the  “Long  Swim,  at  Shardlow, 
V  Mr.  Sam  Marcer,  of  Derby.  Marcer  was  swimming 
he  worm,  and  on  hooking  the  fish  he  dashed  up-stream  at 
xpress  speed,  having  at  one  period  above  a  hundred  yards 
f  line  off  the  reel.  The  angler,  however,  recovered  the 
sngth,  and  finally  succeeded  in  landing  the  fish,  which 
,t  first  was  believed  to  weigh  something  like  241b. ; 
ait  on  reaching  Derby  the  weight  was  returned  at  -/lb., 
,nd  this  beats  by  ilb.  the  fish  caught  in  the  same  meadow 
iv  Mr.  Capenhurst,  of  Burton-on-Trent,  on  April  2/  last, 
in  Monday  a  second  fish  was  killed  in  my  presence.  I 
lointed  him  out  to  a  friend,  Mr.  Geo.  Bceton,  of  Alpeton- 
oad,  Radford,  Nottingham,  and_  on  his  swimming  the 
vonn  over  him  he  quickly  seized  it,  and  paid  the  penalty, 
dter  skilful  treatment.  I  estimated  the  weight  at  131D. 
flic  fish  was  plump,  silvery,  and  in  very  good  condition, 
onsidering  the  advanced  period  of  the  season.  1  he  last 
icavy  flood  no  doubt  carried  many  salmon  into  the  cx- 
reme  upper  sections  of  tho  Trent;  and  on  I  ticsday  a 
(ontleman,  usually  well-informed,  told  me  that  during 
,ho  past  few  days  two  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J. 
(Vilkinson,  of  Derby,  at  WillingLon. 


One  of  the  best  lots  of  small  fish  intended  for  stocking  pur¬ 
poses  I  ever  saw  has  just  been  consigned  by  Mr.  Theaker, 
tho  well-known  fisherman  and  fishing-tackle  manufac¬ 
turer,  of  Canal-street,  Nottingham,  to  a  gentleman  ati 
Woodborough,  in  Nottinghamshire.  They  consisted  of  gua- 
geon,  dace,  roach,  and  minnows  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
and  numbered  three  thousand.  They  were  caught  in  tho 
small  and  unprotected  tributaries  of  the  river,  and  will 
doubtless  thrive  well.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Theaker  re¬ 
ceived  a  second  order  for  a  still  larger  quantity,  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  want  of  bait  for  stocking  ponds  and  the  liko 
could  not  do  better  than  place  themselves  in  his  hands. 


As  regards  coarse  fish  angling  generally,  I  may  say  that 
since  the  eventful  16th  some  hundreds  of  anglers  have 
visited  the  banks  of  tho  Trent  in  various  directions.  Tho 
practised  fisherman  knew  where  to  find  the  fish — no  deep 
fishing  for  him— and  not  a  few  have  done  remarkably  well 
with  the  caddis  grub  amongst  the  chub,  dace,  and  roach. 
Two  Nottingham  gentlemen  (Mr.  R.  Toone  and  Mr.  J. 
Gaskin)  had  371b.,  at  Kelham;  and  at  Kneeton,  Mr. 
Stanley,  of  the  same  town,  played  “Old  Harry  ’  amongst 
the  big  chub  with  the  artificial  fly.  Ho  is  credited  with  a 
basket  of  301b.,  whilst  an  intimate  friend  is  said  to  have 
taken  even  a  greater  quantity.  Barbel  cannot  be  said  to 
have  shown  much  sport.  Odd  fish  have  succumbed  to  tho 
caddis  grub,  but  I  am  satisfied  the  recent  hot  weather 
will  soon  bring  them  on  at  the  worm.  At  Wilford,  on 
Monday,  a  remarkably  fine  roach,  amongst  others,  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  Arkwright-street,  Notting¬ 
ham.  This  gentleman  was  using  the  caddis  grub,  and  tho 
fish  named  weighed  lib.  9oz.  It  was  big-framed,  coarse  in 
condition  after  spawning,  but  was  not  very  readily  got  to 
bank  through  the  obstruction  of  numerous  overhanging 
willows. 


NOTES  FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Sport  on  the  Ouse  during  the  past  week  has, 
on  the  whole,  been  very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Green, 
of  the  Fulford  Club,  had  a  nice  take  of  seventy- 
eight  dace— viz. :  Twenty-seven  one  evening,  and 
fifty-one  another.  The  same  gentleman,  together 
with  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Grosvenor  Club,  on 
Saturday,  hooked  about  71b.  of  dace  each,  making 
a  total  for  the  three  occasions  for  Mr.  Green,  of 
about  one  hundred  fish.  The  weight  of  the  cap¬ 
tured  fish  averaged  from  four  to  seven  ounces 
each.  The  best  killing  flies  were  the  Governor 
and  Black  Gnat,  to  which  the  fish  rose  well.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  generality  of  the  Yorkshire 
streams,  the  Ouse  is  low,  and  a  good  fresh  will 
be  most  acceptable.  _ 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Thirsk  and  Sovverby 
fugling  Society,  held  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  George  Ward 
iresiding,  it  was  resolved  to  again  ask  permission  to  iisn. 
n  the  river  Swale,  near  to  Skipton  Bridge.  Saturday, 
■uly  the  18th,  was  fixed  forthe  annual  competition  ot  the 
ociety,  the  competitors  being  limited  to  the  residents  ol 
’hirsk  and  Sower  by.  _ 

Anglers  have  had  a  merry  time  of  it  in  the  Codbeck  at) 
'’hirsk,  with  the  natural  and  artificial  fly.  Mr.  Willowby, 
n  Millgate,  has  had  some  good  panniers  of  trout  to  the 
iast  of  what  is  known  as  the  Millers  bield,  with  the 
lommon  house-fly,  the  largest  of  them  scaling  1:1b.  each, 
dr.  William  Bell,  in  the  Low  Wash,  has  also  had  good 
akes,  and  the  whole  of  the  water  northwards  towards 
Iraweth,  fair  sport  has  been  had.  There  is  an  abundance 
if  trout  just  now,  and  with  the  water  having  been  pre- 
erved  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  they  have  got 
o  a  good  usable  size.  So  far  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of 
like,  so  destructive  informer  years  to  the  spawn  of  the 
rout,  and  in  the  absence  of  freshes  there  is  but  little  fear 
>f  the  water  being  troubled  much  with  this  fish,  ihe 
vater  at  present  is  in  a  great  measure  preserved,  which 
vill  doubtless  ensure  further  good  sport. 

Fish  poisoning  is  once  more  rife  at  Richmond,  much  to 
;he  annoyance  of  Swaledale  anglers.  The  other  day  the 
Sandbeek,  a  tributary  of  the  Swale,  was  discovered  to  have 
iieen,  evidently  wilfully,  by  some  ill-disposed  person  or 
Dersons  well  meriting  punishment.  Mr.  Robert  Chancllei, 
i  gentleman,  through  whose  land  the  stream  flows,  and 
others  have  found  numerous  dead  trout,  this  is  not  tno 
first  occasion  the  beck  has  been  poisoned,  for  only  a  tew 
weeks  ago  two  local  gentlemen  discovered  numbeis 
lead  trout,  evidently  the  result  of  the  above-mentioned 
malpractice.  Surely  something  should  be  done  to  prevent 
such  wanton  destruction. _ 

The  Swale  is  at  present  low  and  clear,  and  anglers  havo 
but  enjoyed  moderate  sport,  which  indeed  has  only  been 
had  in  the  gloom  of  the  early  morn  or  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Isherwood,  a  local  gentlemen,  has,  however,  made  a  few 
panniers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peeth  in  Swaledale. 

Local  anglers  will  learn  with  regret  the  announcement) 

of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Payan  Dawnay,  which  occurred 

at  his  residence,  Beningborough  Hall,  Tork,  a  tew  ctajs 
since.  Ho  was  an  enthusiastic  follower  of  the  piscatorial 
art.  He  also  for  several  years  filled  the  office  of  chairman 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  only  relinquishing  that  post 
through  declining  years.  _ _ 

The  Derwent  is  at  present  at  summer  level,  but  some 
fair  baskets  have  been  made  by  careful  up-stream  fishing. 

A  fishing  competition— the  principal  prize  being  a  silk 
umbrella,  offered  by  Mr.  W  HoutteU  of  York-will  be 
held  in  the  Ouse,  at  Fulford,  on  Monday,  Julj  6.  lno 
competition  is  open  to  the  parishioners  of  Fulford,  and  tho 
members  of  the  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society. 

FISHING  contests  in  this  district  during  the  past  week 
havo  come  “  thick  and  fast.”  On  Friday,  tho  l?th  inst., ,  tho 
City  of  York  Angling  Society  (not  tho  original  \  or k 
Angling  Association)  held  their  first  match  of  the  season 
on  the  Cottingwith  lugs,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  J.  J. 

D.  J  ellerson,  J  ,P.  A  pleasant  time,  and  one  products  c  of 
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good  sport  was  spent.  Of  the  numerous  prize  takers  I 
quote  the  first  four :  1st,  J.  Andrews,  21b.  5,|oz.;  2nd,  W. 
Bellerby,  21b,  4Joz.;  third,  J.  Catling,  21b.  loz.;  fourth,  D. 
Heddiman,  23Joz.  _ _ 

.4?  “a11  comers contest,  promoted  by  Mr.  Rutherford, 
of  the  Devonport  Hotel,  was  held  in  the  Tees  at  Middleton- 
one-Kow,  Darlington.  The  river  was  in  an  unfavourable 
condition,  owing  to  the  lack  of  rain,  but  nevertheless  the 
catch  was  above  the  average.  Of  the  twenty-six  competi¬ 
tors^  ten  gained  prizes,  the  first  four  being :  1st,  F.  Temple. 
31b.  <>oz.;  2nd,  J  Taylor,  21b.  2oz.;  3rd,  J.  Wood,  lib.  lloz.; 
|tb,  i  ,  Swainton,  lib.  lloz.  All  were  members  of  the 
S.T.A.A.,  Darlington.  _ 

THEYork  North-Eastern  Angling  Association  also  held 
their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Elvington,  on  Saturday. 
Sport  was  only  fair,  and  but  moderate  catches  were  made. 
Twenty -five  competed,  and  of  the  twenty  prize  winners 
the  following  are  the  principal  :-lst.  A.  Simpson,  22oz.; 
2nd,  E.  Witcherley,  20Joz.;  3rd,  C.  Garland,  19Joz.;  4th,  J. 
Garnett,  191  oz.  The  time  fished  was  four  hours. 


Imports  from  Cittirs 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor 
FishIng  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,  and  marked  Club  Repobt  outside  envelope. 
Rost  Lard  Reports  preferred  unless  for  special  meetings. 

Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 
List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on 
Tuesday  evening,  23rd  inst.,  at  the  Clapham  Junction 
A.S.,  Duke  of  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  June- 
tion.  On  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  six  clubs 
answered Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Clapham 
Junction,  Rodney,  Rifle,  and  Islington  Brothers.  I  was 
very  sorry  to  see  so  poor  a  muster,  as  the  Clapham  Junc¬ 
tion  deserves  better  support.  The  next  visit  will  take 
Place  at  the  Rodney  A.S.  I  will  give  date  next  week. — 
G.  Yv .  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.-Since  my  last  re¬ 
port  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  10s. 
from  the  General  Gordon  Angling  Society  and  5s.  from  the 
Enterprise  Angling  Society.  Donations:  £1  3s.  8d.  from 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers’  smoking  concert,  and  from 
donation  boxes  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  £1  Is. ;  North- 
Eastern,  lls.;  Marylebone,  14s.  7d.;  Jubilee,  10s.  6d.— R, 
Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.-President :  Thomas 
Spreckleyy  treasurer  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  V ice-presidents :  P.  Geen,  president  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association  of  London  and  Provincial  Angling  Societies ; 
C.  A.  Medcalf,  president  to  the  Central  Association  of 
i  q?ia  n?n  -^glmg  Clubs.  Extract  from  the  annual  report, 
i890;9oririn  submitting  the  accounts  and  balance-sheet 
tor  18J0-.J1,  the  committee,  while  directing  attention  to 
the  satisfactory  financial  position  of  the  society,  as  shown 
by  a  balance  m  hand  of  £325  17s.,  have  to  deplore  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  number  of  members,  amounting  to  twenty- 
eighL  1  his  should  not  have  occurred,  seeing  that  the 
members  of  the  Anglers’  Association  have  increased  in 
number.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  is  mainly  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  laxity  of  the  secretaries  of  the  various  angling 
clubs  in  urging  the  claims  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
society  to  the  consideration  of  their  members.  The  com- 
mittee  sincerely  hope  that  a  large  increase  of  members 
N  il  r( secured  during  the  approaching  angling  season. 

C,  ';  Tt0  eCl!01?  boxes  ^or  the  receipt  of  small  donations 
will  be  supplied  to  angling  societies  desirous  of  placing 
their  club-rooms,  and  may  be  had  on  application 
t° a,,0  secretary  of  the  Anglers  Benevolent  Society. 

V“lted  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Allason 
w  ’  Uxbndge-street,  Nottmg-hill  Gate,  W.-The  mem- 
beub  °L  hu  above  society  met  as  usual  on  the  22nd  inst 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
S“f™Pdl0? ur  Pegged-down  match  did  not  prove  success¬ 
ful  on  the  21st.  J.  Gibbs  was  the  only  member  who  caught 
a  fish,  and  that  was  immediately  put  back  into  the  water 
vim  uj^er-sized  roach.  Until  we  get  a  good  day  or  two’s 
i  am  to  clear  the  vast  quantity  of  weeds  and  colour  the 
water,  we  shall  have  very  little  sport.  It  was  proposed 
seconded,  and  carried  that  we  fish  a  roving  match  for  the 
fe0.  Prizes  not  taken  on  the  21st,  go  where  you  please, 
^tobe^atdub  room  not  later  than  10.30  sharp  or  will  be 
disqualified.  I  am  glad  to  see  our  club  prospering.  It  was 
also  proposed,  seconded,  and  carried  that  Mr.  J.  Luxton 
SLTua  0rder  for  making  our  club  a  handsome 
Also  thnnt  h  f„  ‘C  name  of„the  club  Painted  thereon.  I 
nkAh-e  following gentlemen  for  prizes  given  to  be 
&b®d  f?r  season  Police-constable  Leeson,  five  shil- 
l-^L’i  .Jt  ^?iu!  on’  Pair  handsome  vases  for  largest 
P,'oh  -  ’u'  Jbo,nps?n’  a  capital  bait  can  for  the  largest 
a  nn  'fn  hi’T  ornaments  largest  tench  ;  J.  Jewell, 

I  th  •  largest  gudgeon  during  season;  W 
JjSQ-’  Pai,r  of  ornaments.  Mr.  II.  Wheatley  was 
P1AimndA^Si^’01cng  pember.— B.  Abrahams,  seef 

U1n  S?vclc‘y’  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street, 
the  21st  several  of  our  members  were 


ala  baye  bad  three  new  members  duly  ballotted  for, 
SPOT  aiso  open  for  a  few  more  working  members.— 
E.  it.  Embleton,  sec. 

1  nlaUA^y„AnFli,llg  Society,  113,  Upper  Kennington 
„°°r  weekly  meeting,  we  carried  forward 
,season  £3  10s-  and  after  enrolling  two  new 
«np  .?  ?A  e  arran?ed  t°  fish  a  match,  at  Byfleet,  in  the 
filpRa  -t  ?  ,wa,teF  °f  the  river  Wey,  for  three  prizes.  No 
ba,d  tobe  taken  down.— G.  Rushton,  hon.  sec. 
a  ,Br?t,^era  Angling  Society,  Pitt’s  Head, 

o following  members  weighed  in  on  the 
d^-rL Messrs.  H.  Patman,  I).  Dodson,  J.  Smith,  C. 
KjX’i' ■  Warman,  and  P.  Allum.  United  weight  351b., 
!3Clng  a  bream.  by  H.  Patman,  41b.  loz.  The 

T?,HrP«  a  Jor  the  July  serles  of  Prizes  will  take  place  on 
July  o.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Snn1tfiSiafs  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
^tr,eet>  , Blackfriars  S.E.-There  was  a  good 
wnc r'  ednesday  list,  ancl  some  important  business 
“rough,  including  the  installation  of  the  now 
,  lj?P  ?enW®niOfi  were  proposed  as  honorary  mem- 
h?  hallotted  next  week.  Four  gentlemen 

hrtnSTvr1  °t  ne  \ns^- :  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  tench  and 
’  Mr.  Barker,  bream,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Aaron, 
tjipI’  aT  Mr- Hacker,  bream.— F.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 
rrnwn  ^SbuJy,Br?thDe,rs  Angling  Society,  the  Rose  and 
Bloomsbury,  W.C.-On  Wednesday 
pipp|lng’n.^le  Hth  lnsf->  the  above  society  held  their 
nineteenth  annual  supper  at  their  head  quarters,  which  I 
am  pleased  to  say  was  a  great  success.  A  most  excellent 
supper  was  provided  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street. 
After  thesupper  wasover,  the  tables  were  cleared  and  a  few 
imk,  -sung’  then  the  prizes  were  dis- 

™“ed:  Mr- D-  Rich  being  the  principal  winner,  a  silver 
watch  given  by  Mr.  Pailes,  sen. ;  silveralbert  by  Mr.  Pailes. 
Pjn.,  a  handsome  pair  of  vases,  by  Mr.  Dodd,  a  mirror  by  Mr 
bte veils,  besides  money  prizes;  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Payne, 
Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Pailes,  jun.,  also  took  prizes.  Mr.  J. 

1  oung  was  presented  with  a  very  nice  trailing  rod  for  his 
past  services  for  ten  years  as  scalesman ;  also  Mr.  D 
Warren  with  a  very  nice  roach  rod  for  his  past  services  for 
seven  years  as  secretary.  This  was  a  token  of  respect  to 
him  by  the  brother  members.  After  the  business  was  got 
through  the  harmony  recommenced,  and  a  very  eniovable 
of  Cinit’  ,Tbe  chair  was  filled  by  our  worthy 
friend,  Mr.  Sheldrake;  vice,  Mr.  Fairhead.  After  the 
health  of  the  visitors  had  been  drunk,  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  responded  to,  the  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  three  cheers  for  our  worthy  hosts 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munday.  The  society  opens  the  season  with 
nearly  £11  to  be  fished  for,  besides  a  silver  watch  and  chain 
pair  of  handsome  vases,  and  a  silver  teapot,  under  a  glass 
TvEdv,’-  ai  of  £1  Is.,  that  is  called  the  host’s  prize, 
which  is  left  for  the  society  to  decide  upon.  On  the  21st 
some  of  our  members  were  out,  and  had  some  fairly  good 
takes.  Mr.  Payne  had  three  good  roach  over  41b.  ;  Mrs 
Warren  had  a  bream  21b.  3Joz. ;  Mr.  Rich  had  a  take  of 
dace  over  lib.  On  Wednesday,  we  made  two  honorary 
members,  Mr.  Reader  and  Mr.  Steed. 

Bostonian  Angling  S°ciety.-On  the  21st,  Mr.  Chap- 
man  had  191b.  of  tench,  heaviest  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Rundle, 
105lb.  of  chub  ;  Mr.  Hoare,  roach.  Members  will  oblige  bv 
giving  in  their  names  if  they  intend  going  to  the  day’s 

r»n  ri  no*  will  i  o  JZ  tr-  T  , * 


-J^II  WhiCh  WiU  bG  °U  July  13’  at  King’s  Bangley- 

Brompton  Anglipg  Society,  Grove  Tavern,  Beau- 
champ-place,  S  W.-On  the  21st  Mr.  Sander  saved  us  a 
blank  with  a  show  of  bream  and  roach.  The  first  com¬ 
petition  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Edenbridge  on 
July  o,  all  competitors  to  meet  at  the  Star  Inn,  Eden¬ 
bridge,  at  10.45.— H.  Roach,  sec. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Berkeley 
Castle  Rahare-street,  Goswell-road.-On  Thursday,  18th  of 
June,  the  above  club  had  their  twenty-eighth  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  The  supper  was  a  great  success 

hv°MraT  S  D‘nut  aWy  Ailed  by  Mr  W.  Elderton,  faced 
by  Mi.  T.  Cook.  The  following  members  took  our  speci¬ 
men  prizes:  Messrs.  Harris,  .lack;  Bass,  roach  (also  our 
subscription  medal);  Sutcliff,  bream;  Granfield,  perch- 
I  re  on  and  r  icld,  dace.  Gross  weight  for  season,  3841b  — H 

IAMB,  SCC. 

T,  Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree 
Brunswick-road,  Bromley,  E.-We  fish  for  Mr.  Bissell’s 

TJT’l  7 G  q  f  T)  Cl  (Vnn  In  n  m  T  n  ha  «  OOtl.  • u  ,  « 


rv,w  lha  o? -  ~r  i  n  an  tu  reimna  raemoers  that 

ph?KPerto?  competition  for  six  prizes  is  to  take 
^  ^  ulborough  on  July  o,  same  conditions  as  before 
Central  water  only.  I  also  wish  to  remind  members  that 
ar?  1^?^T(;1Tearon  the  books  that  the  limit  expires  next  week. 

Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-Faced 

orship -square,  Finsbury.— I  trust  those  members 
y  ho  have  not  yet  cleared  the  books  will  do  so  at  once  as 

Hotel'1  T Hi Wawr"  1 1 ! , tak e  P]ace  °n  July  5,  at  the  Swan 
Hotel,  1  ittleworth,  all  to  go  by  the  first  train  to  Pul- 

worth'’h  T<h?aL0nd°  r  Bridge  station,  en  route  for  Fittle- 
f  b°se  members  who  want  tickets  for  the  compe- 

caeh  Wealso  flahnf^aVe  them  Py  ,aPPlying.  Ticket™^. 
W^  If.  PoTTER.fl  h  f  SGnes  of  pnzes  011  the  same  day-— 
Amicable  Waltonian  Ansrlinsr  Societv  fho  Gnn 
button-street,  G  os  well-road.  —The  21st’ being  the 
opening  day,  members  were  out  in  full  force  for  supeini 

ratiimnrc  hnVie  niCCflSho'V?  of  flsh  was  the  result!  Mr 
Hmimorc  ha\ing  a  fino  show  of  bream;  Mr.  Embleton 

Ben.,  having  a  good  show  of  roach  ;  Mr  W  H  ike  having 
some  good  bream ;  Mr.  Lambarth/jum,  someffice  roac^ 


- 1  —  y  a  t  i  v  noxx  XG4  nil  Olb-Sull  S 

prize  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  the  28th  inst.,  all  to ‘go  down 
by  midnight  train  from  Bromley,  the  prize  a  copper 
kettle,  l  o  cease  fishing  at  six  p.m.  W^e  made  two  more 
members  last  Tuesday  ;  have  room  for  a  few  more.  Absent 
members  please  attend,  as  there  are  some  important  items 
to  learn;  also  to  qualify  for  privilege  tickets  for  current 
season.  Perch  and  jack  barred,  one  rod  only.— J.  Hawkfs 
secretary.  ’ 

^CamEaAiigling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
«°Rd’  Bentlsh  fiown.— i On  the  21st  we  had  a  fine  show  of 
fish,  Messrs.  Boxall  and  Chapman  contributing  931b.  of 
tench,  besides  roach,  rudd,  perch  and  jack  ;  Mr.  Marshall 
roach ;  Mr.  Marsh,  tench  ;  Mr.  Langton,  chub  ;  Mr  King 
bream,  dace,  perch.-E.  T.  WniTE,  sec. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road,  Kil- 
burn.— beveral  members  were  out  on  the  21st.  Mr  E  T 
Lalie.  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Lake,  tench,  largest’ 
r  b7  ’MT'  Wo.°d.  tench  and  bream.  Others  had  fish 
but  did  not  weigh  in.  We  have  made  two  more  new 
members  and  have  another  proposed.—  E.  W  Wood 
lion.  sec.  J 

Causton  Angling  Society.  —  Coffee  Pot  Tavern 
Warwick-lane,  City.— At  the  meeting  on  Monday,  Mr  Tom 
Keebie  in  the  chair,  three  new  members  were  enrolled  and 
there  are  several  others  for  next  week.  The  chairman 
gave  a  discourse  of  “  Fish  and  Fishing,”  not  unworthy  tho 
perusal  of  anglers.  Messrs.  C.  Dalton,  J.  S.  Pulsford 
Harry  Dunn,  F.  North,  Tom  Keebie,  and  several  other 
members,  have  had  fair  sport  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
only  fish  worthy  of  note  was  a  perch  of  21b.  4oz.—  John 
Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.- 

Pulborough  Competition.  The  committee  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  the  next  meeting,  to  arrange  the  nrize 
list,  and  for  other  important  business,  at  the  Amicable 
Bros.  A-S.,  Bald-Faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury  on 
Thursday,  July  2nd,  at  9  p.m.  All  information  to  be  ob 
tamed  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  39,  Thorburn-square,  Bermond- 
scy.  o.  rj. 

City  of  London  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  Bridc- 

tR^e’o^dgatf'CRrc.us,TSe'’eral-  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  -1st  inst.,  but  only  one,  Mr.  Macdonnell  weighed  in 
bream  from  Amberloy,  the  best  fish  weighing  21b  — C  is 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence 
W in s tan i °y -road ,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  the  17th 
J  uSt;;,  ¥r;  A-  Trowbridge  weighed  in  rudd,  91b.  4ioz  •  on 
the  21st,  Mr.  F.  Robinson,  dace,  91b.  41  oz. ;  Mr.  Colfis  l’loz 
roach ;  and  Scott,  21b.  loz.  bream.  On  the  23rd  inst.  our 
return  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District) 


took  place,  when,  although  the  attendance  of  clubs  was 
small,  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  Members  are 
requested  to  show  up  in  strong  force  on  meeting  nights,  as 
the  committee  are  very  busy  revising  the  rules.  I  may 
also  state  that  we  are  still  open  for  a  few  more  members, 
and  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  gentleman  who  may  wish 
to  join  us.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  Paddington.— The  three  'members  nominated  on 
,  V  ednesday,  17th,  were  duly  balloted  for  and  elected  mem¬ 
bers  on  Wednesday  night,  there  being  a  good  show  of 
members  present.  Nothing  has  been  brought  in,  although 
several  have  been  out.— Ale.  E.  Evans,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal-road. 
-be  veral  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  21st,  and  we  had 
Mi-aio  paiie  bshwoighed  in  by  the  following  members— 
Mi.  G.I  erhani  with  bream,  811b.,  largest  fish  2 .{lb.;  Messrs. 
Baxter  and  George,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  F.  Reddle,  tench. 
All  members  who  have  ordered  privilege  tickets  can  have 
them  by  applying  to  the  club-house.— A.  Smith,  sec. 
v.C“fmthla,n  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel 
Eastbourne-terrace,  \\  .—Meeting  of  above  club  held 
VV  ednesday,  June  24,  Mr.  H.  Wells  in  the  chair.  Messrs. 
LUtIr  R-  Hallimond  were  duly  elected  active 

members  of  this  club.  Several  members  have  been  out, 
blit  nothing  worth  mentioning  has  been  taken. 

«iE^®We  <•  1  Angling  Society.-The  half-yearly 

“ote  was  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  the  club- 
house,  the  Old  Vaults,  High-street,  as  follows :  President, 

,  i.B’lnlb’  chairman,  C.  Mitchell;  secretary,  J, 

Linker,  committee,  Messrs.  Fotherby,  Pratt,  Bull,  Dyke 
Johnson,  and  Williams;  treasurer,  H.  Lettle  ;  trustee 
hefbet'by  ;  auditors,  Williams  and  Mitchell.  On  Satur- 
aay  ,  *e  u1  XT01  ,th9  season  s  club  matches  was  fished  in  the 
f,anal;  at  Nantwich,  some  ninety  members  taking  part 
ih-er,qin-  Prizes  some  twenty-seven  in  number,  value 
smal?0‘VhletR,.,.fishied  /or :  the.  weights  ran  exceedingly 
W  MolHana  u  r'hRlef  prizei  winners  were :  C.  Mitchell, 

\ .  Mold,  and  II.  Johnson.  All  passed  off  very  pleasantly 

(E r°\v«?d  t 0  b e  a  private  roach  match  in  the  Welsh 
Vaaa1'  v  elsh  Pool  way  shortly.  With  regard  to  our 
.\n^llng  smee  the  season  opened  I  have  not  much  to  report  ’ 
h  Zer-t0nn’  a  trout’  !lb; 3oz-’  and  R  A.  Williams  a  trout, 
aiieSn?0n°s^  V1<5  mosfc  pr°minent  takes.  I  think! 
i  ’Thri repor*;  p  ebruary  last,  I  mentioned  a  chub  taken  by 
J.  lhomas,  weight  3ib.  124oz.  The  capturer  of  this  flsn 
being  naturally  proud  of  his  prize  has  had  it  preserved  by 
the  famous  naturalists,  Messrs.  J.  Cooper  and  Son  of  28 
Kadnor-street,  St.  Luke’s,  London,  E.C.  ;andl  can  stato* 

ofTh(? 'q're’nf1  }nsi?9cLion-  that  it  is  a  most  beautiful  result 
‘^'be  art  of  taxidermy  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  our 

^^beiglad  to  havc  their  fish  preserved  in  such 

street SDaUUinSlln,f  ’  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 

street,  ilalston.— On  the  21st,  most  of  our  members  were 

out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  met  with  any  su^lsf 
were  Messrs.  Freeman,  C.  Richardson,  F.  Legge.^Wild  T 

nnrt  i?11’  and  wbo  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  perch’ 

and  bream.  Members  please  note  that  Tuesday,  the  30th' 

for?-l!  ^iIlby^  sec  1  haVC  SOme  prizes  in  hand  to  be  fished 

fiefdas^vel  Half-way  House,  Earls- 

mcethm  o’rTthP  JUh  n  a?rsof,fchls  society  held  their  quarterly 

assemhfed  ’udS'' when  a  stroag  muster  of  members 
assemmea.  Jhe  officers  were  re  j  ected  in  each  ease 

several  new  members  were  i,uk,  and  Mr  Sick  of 

slf’iml  !v°  Area  u’  Was  nominated  as  an  hon.  member.  ’  On 
baturday,  Mr.  Bruce,  fishing  in  the  Wandle  landed  a 

fishing  at  ^oBweighing  neariy  31b„  and  another  membe! 

•Hr  S  r  ^  imbledon  Lake  caught  a  barbel,  241b  and  a 
jJb-  9?a,cb’  a?d  ajso  landed  a  jack  whilst  carp  fishing.  On 
the  -1st,  a  nice  dace  of  rez.  was  weighed  jn  bv  Mr  West- 
broom.  There  will  be  a  committee  meeting  next  Wednls 
hon.  s°ecget  °Ut  thC  Prizelist  for  ucxtyean-IL  W.BmD, 

East  London  Piscatorial  Society,  London  HosDital 
Tavern,  W  hitechapel-road. — On  Thursday,  June  18  our 
aaaiversary  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
-bo  9 hair  being  occupied  by  our  president,  Mr  Myers’ 
by  ibc  vice,  Mr.  Ewer.  The  balance-sheet  slmwed 
the  society  was  in  a  financially  prosperous  condition  After 
the  table  was  cleared  the  prizes  were  given  to  the  success- 
ful  members,  Messrs.  Ewer,  Frank  Woods  E  D vne  OckH 

Wrffe  -biggest  ^inner  °f  the  yea'rl  7  Our°pHze 
list  for  the  following  year  was  then  started.  A  fishina  rod 
presented  by  Messrs.  Younger  and  Co.,  pale  ale  brewCTs: 
a  box  of  cigars,  presented  by  Messrs.  YVillson  McPherson’ 
Manchester  :  twenty-one  other  prizes  of  10s.  6d.  each  and 
two  of  os.  each  for  specimen  fish  were  given  by  the  mem¬ 
bers.  We  have  a  vacancy  for  a  few  eligible  menibers- 
?  reqmre.d- Frank  Woods? sec  memDers* 
Gfobe  Angling  Society,  Fonthill-road,  Finsbury-park 
K,— bad  a  fair  show  of  fish  on  the  21st,  151b  8oz  •  amone 

them  a  nice  show  of  tench,  lHb.8oz.,  taken  by  Mr  SI 

ham.  Other  members  weighing  in  were  Mr.  Slade  and  Mr 

road,  StrafforHriN^gT“wnSOSince  ’  my 3  las^report ' the" 
followmg  gentlemen  have  been  elected  working  members 

Tallowfn  OVeOnUn,r^;  Reyno!d«-  Mr.  Edwa^fs.Tnd  Mr! 
laiiowm.  On  the  21st  several  members  were  out  huh 

iP£ YwIkTBb!tc°"ly  Mr  J-  Grande' 

Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Societv  —This  societir 
fished  the  first  bottom  match  for  the  season  it 
Deeoy,  on  the  18th  instant.  The  competitors  started  from 

On  th!Rha°reivafnatWFriirenVLy?d  by  the  “  Rocket  ’  break. 
“G^  was  said  It  Wandi^’  befog^ovi^ 

ft 

pfefflshld'in  the 

were  ^3^  ’ 

^umedeto°theMR? 

duties  of  umpire.’  ThSnS  wil fteSSi  The  ‘nd 
&,at  Ormesby  from  the  Eels  Foot.  At  the  meetfoVon 
1  uesday  evening  last  we  made  two  new  members,  andAwo 
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others  were  proposed.  The  same  evening  a  splendid  show 
of  rudd,  weighing  321b.,  the  largest  21b.,  taken  by  Mr. 

L.  B.  Garrett  and  his  son,  Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett,  on  Heigham 
sands,  the  rudd  were  in  capital  condition  and  gave  good 
sport.— Wm.  Kirby,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley,  in  the 
chair.  The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  “  E.  J.  W„”  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  inquiring  who  was  t  he 
Champion  Roach  Fisher  of  England,  and  how  and  when 
he  became  so,  and  was  authorised  to  reply  to  it.  Mr.  Lodge 
reported  having  caught  two  brace  of  good  trout  with  the 
May-fly.  A  certificate  of  Mr.  Young’s,  Thames  trout, 

51b.  4Hoz.,  was  handed  in.  Mr.  W.  Thomas  reported 
having’  taken  part  in  the  national  contest,  at  Loch  Leven, 
where  he  represented  the  society,  but  was  not  successful 
in  gaining  a  prize.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for 
attending.  It  was  agreed  that  a  silver  medal  with  suitable 
inscription  bo  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Short,  for  having 
caught  a  perch,  weighing  2ilb.,  in  August  last.  The 
programme  for  the  half-year  ending  31st  December  next 
was  revised  and  finally  agreed  to.  Among  the  engage¬ 
ments  are  three  fishing  competitions,  two  smoking  con¬ 
certs,  nine  papers  and  discussions  on  angling  topics,  and 
an  exhibition  of  mounted  fish,  and  aquatic  birds,  paint¬ 
ings,  tackle,  &c.,  which  will  take  place  on  the  20th  of 
October.  Several  members  have  offered  to  send  cases  of 
fish  for  the  latter  occasion,  and  if  any  members  who 
were  not  present,  and  are  willing  to  assist  the  society,  will 
please  communicate  with  the  honorary  curator,  he  will 
arrange  for  the  reception  and  return  of  any  objects  so 
lent. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Portobello..  Tur- 
ville-street.  Church-street,  E.— The  21st,  being  the  opening 
season,  a  pegged-down  match  took  place  at  Wiliam  for  five 
prizes,  the  whole  of  them  being  won.  Mr.  Saalfield,  first ; 
Hunter,  second;  Pleydell,  third;  W.  Watts,  fourth;  L. 
Russell,  fifth.  On  Monday  the  return  visit  took  place  here, 
nine  clubs  being  represented.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— We  commenced  the 
season  on  the  21st,  with  a  pretty  show  of  fish,  including  a 
specimen  barbel  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Norman,  but  it  was  not 
in  very  good  condition,  or  it  would  have  been  preserved. 
The  following  also  weighed  in :  Mr.  A.  Pope,  bream  and 
roach  ;  Mr..Gordon,  roach  and  chub  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Wilson, 
rudd.  I  really  must  ask  all  members  to  attend  the  club¬ 
house  next  Tuesday  evening,  as  there  is  some  very  special 
business  to  transact.  Messrs.  Otter,  Arter,  Rutter,  Meyer- 
stein,  and  Dangerfield,  have  been  duly  elected.—  Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Rose, 
Popham-road.— We  met  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  Holder  in 
the  chair.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  21st, 
but  returned  with  little  sport.  Mr.  W.  Stretch  had  three 
fine  bream  from  Pulborough,  weight  81b.  12oz.— J.  H. 
Herbert  see* 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  com¬ 
peted  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  21st  inst.,  at  Amberley. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Mecham  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  G.  Bliss  was 
second;  Mr.  T.  Goodwins,  third;  Mr.  H.  Butt,  fourth.  There 
are  four  specials  to  be  fished  for  onIWednesday,  July  1,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hatfield  Peverel.  It  is  with  regret 
we  announce  the  death  of  our  old  friend  and  member,  Mr. 
Charles  Blomdell,  who  died  on  Tuesday  morning,  after  an 
illness  of  some  months’  duration.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers,  Cambridge.— The  committee  of  the 
above  club  have  issued  to  its  members  a  very  liberal 
amount  of  money  prizes,  to  be  fished  for  on  two  special 
days  and  five  bye  days ;  total  amount  in  all  about  £26. 
The  opening  match  will  be  on  July  20,  by  boat  to  Upware, 
when  about  £8  will  be  offered  on  that  day ;  and  on  August 
3, 13,  20  (bye  days),  when  about,  with  specials,  27s.  6d.  will 
be  offered  each  day.  September  1  is  the  annual  match  by 
boat  to  Upware,  when  about  £10  will  be  fished  for.  Sep¬ 
tember  14  and  24 ;  these  are  two  bye  days.  Upon  the  whole 
I  think  the  members  ought  to  be  pleased  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  congratulated.  I  might  mention  this  is  a  limited 
club  as  to  number. — John  O.  George,  auditor. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello,  Kensal-road.— 
We  had  the  first  show  of  fish  this  year  on  the  21st  inst., 
when  Messrs.  Manning,  H.  Challen,  and  Ide  had  roach  and 
bream,  and  Mr.  Ouree,  perch.  Members  who  haven  t 
their  privilege  tickets  can  have  them  by  applying  at  the 
club-house.— A.  Ide,  sec.  .  „  ■  , 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen  of 
England  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  W.— Twenty  members 
supported  the  president  and  vice-president  at  the  weekly 
meeting,  on  the  19th  inst.  Four  new  members  were  elected, 
and  others  nominated  for  election.  An  honorary  member 
became  an  angling  member  and  added  to  his  subscription 
a  prize  of  ten  and  sixpence.  The  total  value  of  prizes  now 
amounts  to  £41 10s.  Several  members  tried  their  luck  on 
the  21st,  and  the  most  successful  turned  out  to  be  Mr.  T. 
Salter,  with  a  nice  show  of  barbel,  the  largest  turning  the 
scale  at  6|lb.  ___ . 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win¬ 
chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— On  the  21st  a  good  mus¬ 
ter  of  members  turned  out  to  fish  for  four  prizes,  but  only 
three  were  won,  by  the  following  members  :— Mr.  Pearce, 
first ;  Mr.  Nelson,  second  ;  and  Mr.  Watling,  third  ;  Messrs. 
Johnson,  Beesley,  Holmes,  and  White,  also  having  fish.  On 
Wednesday  last  Mr.  Lisemore  was  elected  a  working  mem¬ 
ber  and  Mr.  Blyth  was  .proposed  as  a  member,  and  will  be 
carried  in  the  usual  way  at  our  next  meeting.— W . 
Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  had  again  a 
good  meeting,  all  the  officers  being  present  and  a  goodly 
number  of  full  privates.  Two  new  members  were  duly 
elected.  A  large  party  attended  our  opening  outing  on  the 
18th,  and  although  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  out  in  respect 
to  weather,  the  sport  was  very  poor  owing  to  the  water 
being  “broken”  (as  it  is  called),  under  which  conditions 
the  fish  refuse  altogether  to  feed.  This  is  a  somewhat 
singular  phenomenon,  and  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been 
satisfactorily  accounted  for.  Mr.  John  Lawe  had.  a  pike, 
41b.  12oz„  a  plump  and  beautifully-marked  fish;  Mr.  W.  B. 
Bennett  won  the  first  prize,  and  Mr.  A.  Gregory  (  Old 
Dad  ”)  the  second.  Wc  have  now  received  permission  to 
fish  half-a-dozen  good  waters  in  succession,  and  members 
wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  any  of  them  should  attend 
the  meetings  and  put  their  names  down,  as  it  is  not  possible 
or  convenient  to  send  cards  of  each  outing  to  every  member. 
A  considerable  number  of  small  jack  were  taken  by  the 
party  fishing  Lord  Derby’s  Lake  at  Knowslcy  on  the  20th. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Radnor  Arms,  King 
Henry’s-walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road.— Wc  were  out  for  prizes 
—  •  ‘  but  none  of  them  were  taken 


on  the  21st  inst., 


Messrs, 


Feakes  and  Fay ’had  some  good  sport  among  the  roach  on 
Saturday  last.  Mr.  H.  KL  Applin  was  out  on  Monday ,  and 
had  a  very  nice  take  of  roach.  1  hope  all  gentlemen  wish 
ing  to  join  this  society  will  do  so  as  early  as  possible. 
Comber,  sec. 


New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road.— Sea  Fishing  Excursion.— Quite  anew  departure 
was  inaugurated  by  this  society  on  Thursday  last,  on  tho 
occasion  of  the  opening  competition  of  the  present 
angling  season.  At  the  last  meeting  iL  was  determined  to 
have  a  sea-fishing  excursion.  Accordingly,  early  in  the 
morning  we  started  from  the  club-house  in  a  couple  of 
waggonettes,  and  travelled  via  the  London,  Tilbury,  and 
Southend  line  to  Southend-on-Sea.  At  the  end  of  the  pier 
—the  mile  and  a-quarter  walk  was  quite  enjoyed— along 
it  s  length,  we  found  the  shrimper  Emma,  and  the  Gresham 
lugger  ready  for  our  reception,  and  our  party  having 
distributed  themselves  in  the  two  craft,  we  made  sail  for 
the  fishing  ground.  The  boats  were  first  brought  to  in 
Leigh  Swatch,  subsequently  in  the  Flats,  and  finally  in  the 
bay  near  the  monument.  Sport  amongst  the  flounders, 
plaice,  dabs,  and  eels  were  good,  and  a  thoroughly  enjoy¬ 
able  day  was  spent,  and  from  our  experience  we  hope  soon 
to  spend  another  day  by  the  “  Sad  sea  waves.”  There  is  no 
doubt  that  our  first  sea  fishing  excursion  was  a  pronounced 
success.  The  bag  included  some  nice  flounders.  They 
gave  excellent  play.  Several  of  our  members  landed  two 
fish  at  a  time,  and  I  took  three  once.  The  number  of  crabs 
caught  was  legion.  The  competition  was  for  two  prizes, 

£4  Is.,  and  10s.  6d.,  which  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  A. 
Matthews  and  R.  Shonfeld,  who  were  first  and  second, 
respectively.  These  two  gentlemen  also  won  a  sweep- 
stake  of  13s.  The  total  catch  was  about  401b.— A.  E. 
Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road,  Highbury.— I  omitted  in  last  report  to  say  that  we 
had  two  more  prizes  added  to  our  list.  On  the  21st,  I 
weighed  in  two  bream,  61b.  loz.,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  5ioz. 
Several  other  members  were  out,  but  had  no  sport.  I  hope 
theclubs  will  not  forget  our  smoker  on  July  6.— H.  Stretch, 
hon.  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of  Prussia, 
Bevenden-street,  Hoxton.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  21st,  but  nothing  worth  mentioning  was  brought 
in  to  the  club.  .  I  beg  to  remind  clubs  on  the  Central  list 
that  our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday  next.— J. 
CUTHBERT,  sec. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham.—  The  first  match  of  !the 
season  topk  place  on  the  21st,  at  Yalding.  A  good  muster 
of  members  went  down,  but  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of 
fish,  Mr.  Steedman  being  the  only  one  who  succeeded  in 
getting  enough  to  take  a  prize.  Mr.  Luff  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  this  society  on  Wednesday  last.  The 
prizes  left  over  from  the  21st  will  be  fished  open  till  won. 
—A.  S.  Duke,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras-road, 

N. W.— Our  successful  break  outing  took  place  on  the  21st, 
but  few  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  Foster  secured  first  honours 
Keen  and  Milton  coming  next.  Everything  went  off  well, 
under  the  able  superintendence  of  our  worthy  host  Mr.  B. 
Forster.  Next  Monday  evening  being  our  return  visit  on 
the  Anglers’  Association,  I  hope  to  see  as  many  brother 
anglers  and  friends  as  can  come  to  give  Jinn  bumper. 
Several  more  prizes  were  given,  and  new  members  made 
on  Tuesday  last.— W.  Elbown,  sec. 

Prinoe  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
Lincoln-street,  Bow-road.— At  our  meeting  on  the  18th  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  nominatingtwo  gentlemen  as  working 
members.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  F.  Pignatelli  showed  some  nice 
roach  and  dace.  On  July  2  we  have  some  important  busi¬ 
ness  to  discuss,  and  I  hope  all  our  members  will  make  a 
point  of  being  present  early.— F.  Pignatelli,  hon.  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Golborne-road,  North 
Kensington.— At  a  meeting  on  Wednesday,  it  was  resolved 
that  a  match  take  place  at  Cookham,  on  July  12,  for  four 
prizes.  Members  can  go  down  by  any  train  on  the  morning 
of  the  match,  from  Westbourne  Park  Station  ;  report  him 
self  before  fishing  ;  two  rods  allowed  ;  and  cease  fishing  at 
7.30  in  the  evening.  For  further  particulars  apply  at  the 
club-house.  Wednesday  next  being  quarterly  night, 
hope  members  will  attend  and  make  themselves  eligible  to 
compete  in  the  above.  Some  very  important  business  is  to 
be  brought  forward.— J.  Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  the  Globe,  Lisson 
grove.— Favoured  with  splendid  weather,  the  majority  of 
our  members  gave  tho  rod  a  chance  on  the  21st,  but  those 
that  sported  the  Thames  met  writh  no  reward.  The  follow¬ 
ing  weighed  in  :  tench,  bream,  and  perch,  from  Langley : 
Brett,  Read,  Scott,  Axworthy,  G.  and  W.  Bartholomew. 
Wednesday  next  is  our  quarterly  night,  and  as  there  is 
some  important  business  to  be  brought  forward,  members 
will  oblige  by  attending  early.— W.  B. 

Regent  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent,  Globe-road, 

E. — An  afternoon’s  outingifor  members  of  the  above  society 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  July  7,  meeting  at  the  society’s 
house,  at  12.30  sharp.  Hoping  that  every  member  will  try 
his  best  endeavours  to  join  us.— Osborne  Godden,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road.— Our  first  monthly  outing  will  take  place  at 
Twickenham  on  28th  inst.,  all  members  to  go  by  first  two 
trains.  The  following  weighed  in  fish  on  the  21st  inst.  :— 
Mr.  F,  Lamberton,  sen.,  61b.  7oz.  bream,  the  largest  31b. ; 

F.  T.  Lamberton,  21b.  7oz.,  bream;  J.  Davis,  21b.  15oz., 
dace  and  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Lina,  lib.  9)oz.,  gudgeon  ;  W.  Tid- 
marsh,  10oz.,  gudgeon  ;  J.  Wigley,  lib.  Uoz.,  roach.— F.  T. 
Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  the  Hope  Tavern, 
Tottenham-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.— We  fished  our 
first  match  of  the  season  on  the  21st  at  Henley,  but  was  not 
so  favourable  as  we  anticipated,  owing  to  the  high  winds 
and  boats,  only  three  succeeded  in  taking  fish,  Messrs. 
Trotter,  Webber,  and  myself,  in  the  order  named.  We 
fish  the  remaining  prizes  on  the  28th,  when  I  hope  all  will 
be  taken.  We  elected  three  new  members  on  the  17th,  and 
four  more  proposed  for  the  24th.  I  should  like  to  see  one 
or  two  old  faces  in  their  places  once  more,  if  they  are  alive. 
— F.  C.  Longland,  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow,  E.—  On  the  21st  inst.  we  had  a  fair  show  of 
fish  considering  the  backward  season.  The  following 
members  weighed  in  fish  :  Mr.  Smith,  roach  and  rudd  ; 
Mr.  Henson,  roach— they  being  the  two  winners  of  tho 
consolation  prizes;  Mr.  A.  Barclay,  roach  and  dace, 
81b.  loz. ;  Mr.  G.  Barclay,  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  olb.  loz.; 
also ’a  nice  brook  trout  of  12in.,  they  being  respectively 
first  and  second  gross  weight  for  the  day ;  Mr.  W  ells, 
roach  and  rudd,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Holden,  dace,  lib.  loz. ;  and 
Mr.  Salnow,  roach.  1  am  pleased  to  report  that  two  of 
our  members,  Messrs.  Stanley  and  Holden,  endea\  oured 
to  capture  two  poachers  at  Sewardstonc,  but  only  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  obtaining  possession  of  their  sack  containing 
the  spoil,  the  poachers  swimming  the  river  to  get  away.  I 
hope  somo  sharp  look  out  will  be  given  for  these  netters. 
A.  Barclay.  ,,  „  ,  , 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.— On  the  21st,  Mr.  \\  ood  had  .a 


J. 


very  fair  take  of  fish  ;  Mr.  J.  Wright  won  the  prize  given 
by  Mr.  Wood  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish  caught  on 
the  first  outing.  On  Wednesday  the  gentlemen  proposed 
last  week  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected  members. 
Two  other  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members,  and  will 
be  balloted  for  next  week.  Wo  had  some  very  good 
prizes  promised  by  Messrs.  Brocken,  J.  T.  Wright,  Ovens, 
and  Salisbury,  to  be  added  to  our  list  for  specimen  and. 
other  season  prizes.  The  books  were  audited  by  Messrs. 
Green  and  Brocken,  and  found  to  be  correct*  with  a  nice 
balance  in  hand. — J.  Wright,  sec. 

Shepherds’  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush  Hotel, 
Shepherds’  Bush  Green.— Our  inauguration  dinner  on  the 
17th  inst.  was  a  pronounced  success,  nearly  forty  members 
and  friendsgettingtheirlegsunder  thelandlord’s  mahogany 
and  doing  ample  justice  to  a  most  recherche  repast.  The 
old  proverb  that  “good  wine  needs  no  bush”  was  perfectly 
correct,  neither  did  the  “Bush”  need  wine,  for  tbore  was 
plenty  of  it  and  of  the  best,  as  everything  else  is  that 
worthy  host,  Mr.  W.  G.  Watts,  supplies.  Messrs.  T.  B. 
Jollins  and  R.  Jones  won  our  two  prizes  for  the  competition 
on  the  21st  inst.  with  a  nice  show  of  pike  and  perch  re¬ 
spectively.  Mr.  J.  Gaul  had  some  good  dace,  one  weighing 
8oz.  Messrs.  C.  Benwell,  Fountaine,  Josey,  and  Parknurst 
were  out  two  days  with  indifferent  results,  but  the  lack  of 
sport  was  amply  compensated  for  by  the  glorious  weather. 
An  admirable  sketch  of  Messrs.  Benwell  and  Parkhurst  in 
the  latter’s  boat  was  executed  by  Mr.  It.  Josey,  as  was 
another  of  the  scene  of  action,  but  please,  Mr.  Artist,  put 
a  little  more  colour  on  our  honorary  secretary’s  neck  and 
a  little  less  weight  to  our  vice-president,  as  he  is  anxious  (o 
make  believe  he  is  in  training.  What  had  poor  old  Stanley 
done  that  he  was  not  depicted  on  academy  board  in  that 
marvellous  straw  hat?  There  is  a  vacancy  for  an  amateur 
photographer,  whom  we  should  welcome  with  open  arms, 
so  that  he  might  reproduce  us  in  full  fishing  rig-out.  Oh ! 
such  outfits  as  some  of  us  indulge  in !  Steam  punts  are  not 
in  it.— Crystal  Hook. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— On  the  21st  inst.,  although 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  only  one  succeeded  in 
getting  enough  fish  to  weigh  in,  Mr.  Geale  having  six 
dream,  weighing  just  on  181b.  Tuesday  we  had  a  very 
good  meeting,  although  no  fish  ;  we  increased  the  strength 
of  the  society  by  electing  three  new  members,  and  pro¬ 
posing  two  others.  Our  first  outing  will  take  place  on 
July  5,  at  Amberley.  Train  leaves  London  Bridge  at  6.55 
a.m.  Further  particulars  next  wees:.— Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pollard- 
row,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— On  the  21st,  several  of  our  members 
were  on  the  warpath,  and  some  returned  with  a  nice  creel, 
the  principal  being  Mr.  T.  Jones,  with  bream  and  roach; 
W.  Hooper,  bream  and  dace  ;  F.  Woodhead,  bream  :  R. 
Spenceley,  bream.  I  should  like  to  see  good  muster  of 
members  on  Thursday  evening,  as  we  shall  have  some  im¬ 
portant  business  to  bring  forward.— R.  Srenceley,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— The 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Waggoners’ 
A.S.,  held  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  Vauxhall-cross,  on 
Tuesday,  the  30th,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  society  on  the 
list  represented. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

St.  Andrew’s  Piscatorial  Society,  Turk’s  Head,  East- 
street,  W.C.— A  few  of  our  members  tried  their  hands 
after  a  long  rest,  on  June  21,  won  the  following  showed 
fish  :  Mr.  A.  Long,  71b.,  bream  ;  Mr.  II.  Long,  roach  ;  J. 
Long,  roach;  Chevalier,  roach,  dace,  and  bream.— B. 
Chevalier. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Angling  Society.— The  annual  out¬ 
ing  and  prize  competition  in  connection  with  this  society 
took  place  on  the  20th  inst.,  when  upwards  of  fifty-three 
members  journeyed  to  Milford,  and  were  rewarded  by 
splendid  weather.  The  same  cannot  be  said  of  tho  sport 
which,  to  say  the  least,  was  very  disappointing,  the  fish 
apparently  not  having  yet  recovered  from  spawning. 
Nevertheless,  the  sixteen  prizes  offered  for  competition 
were  all  taken,  with  the  following  result :— First,  W.  R. 
Taylor;  second,  T.  Watkin;  third,  H.  Evans;  fourth,  A. 
Morgan ;  fifth.  W.  Hassall ;  sixth,  E.  Cocker ;  seventh, 
W.  Drakeford;  eighth,  P.  Mather;  ninth,  T.  Evans; 
tenth,  J.  Perkins;  eleventh,  T.  Riley  ;  twelfth,  G.  Bennett; 
thirteenth,  W.  Swetnam ;  fourteenth,  E.  Turner ;  fif¬ 
teenth,  R.  Wallace  ;  Mr.  T.  Watkin  also  taking  a  special 
prize  for  the  best  roach.  The  prizes  were  distributed 
on  Monday  evening  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  the  proceed¬ 
ings  closing  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  donors  of 
the  prizes.  Note.— A  public  meeting  of  anglers  of  North 
Staffordshire  will  be  held  at  the  above  hotel  on  Saturday, 
June  27,  to  discuss  tho  proposed  objects  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  District  Anglers’  Protection  Association.  It  is 
hoped  that  a  large  number  will  attend.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  at  seven  p.m.—  J.  Hollins,  gen.  sec. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  the  Dun  Horse, 
Kingsland-road,  E.— Our  complimentary  visit  takes  place 
on  Monday,  the  29th  inst.,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good 
attendance  of  club  men  and  friends.  The  opening  of  out 
angling  season  is  Wednesday,  July  1,  and  a  competition 
for  three  prizes  will  take  place  in  the  river  Medway  on 
the  5th,  full  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  in  next 
week’s  issue  of  this  paper.  Railway  privilege  tickets  are 
now  ready,  and  members  are  informed  that  they  must  be 
taken  up  within  three  months,  or  they  will  be  returned  to 
the  Anglers’  Association.— T.  Gretton. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Hammersmith.— The  ouling 
on  the  21st  proved  very  satisfactory.  Only  four  prizes 
were  taken  out  of  ten,  and  with  small  quantities  of  fish. 
Tuesday  next  is  quarterly  night,  and  a  special  meeting, 
to  make  final  arrangements  for  match  to  take  place  on 
July  12. — H.  P. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of  tho 
above,  fished  a  pegged-down  match  on  the  21st  inst.,  in 
the  Medway.  No  prizes  wore  taken,  as  the  first  prize  was 
lost  by  loz.  of  fish.  The  following  members  had  fish  :  Mr. 
H.  Tyler,  roach  ;  G.  Marshall,  roach  ;  F.  Beak,  roach.  The 
next  match  will  be  fished  on  July  5,  in  the  Medway.  As 
this  is  our  great  match  of  the  season,  1  hope  every  member 
will  take  part  in  the  same,  and  do  justice  to  our  annual 
cold  spread. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon. 
Vauxhall-cross.— Wc  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  23rd 
inst.,  Mr.  Moning  in  tho  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Smith. 
Messrs.  Russ,  Offer,  Bray,  Ball,  Bird,  junior,  and  Bird, 
senior,  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected  members. 
Another  new  member  was  proposed,  Mr.  Whistone. 
Ballot  takes  place  next  week.  Only  three  of  ours  turned 
out  on  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  Smith  being  the  only  member  to 
weigh  in.  We  fish  a  match  on  tho  28th  inst..  roving,  from 
Hampton  Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock.  Happy  Hampton.  All 
to  go  by  tho  first  train  on  the  28th  inst.,  and  to  cease 


fishing  at  seven  o’clock.  Thencxt  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L. 
goes  to  this  society  on  Tuesday,  the  30th.— H.  C.,  hon.  soc. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  last  there  wag 
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a  good  muster  of  members  present,  Mr.  H.  Bayley  in  the 
chair,  it  being  a  special  general  meeting  called  to  raise  the 
standard  of  fish  when  the  following  sizes  were  adopted  and 
made  law  :  Jack,  22in. ;  perch,  9in. ;  carp  and  tench,  10in.'; 
roach,  Sin. ;  dace,  Tin. ;  chub,  12in. ;  barbel,  loin. ; 
bream,  12in. ;  rudd,  Tin. ;  gudgeon,  Sin.  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp 
was  elected  vice-chairman  in  the  place  of  Mr.  T. 
Gilleid,  resigned;  Mr.  T.  W.  Venner,  treasurer.  Three 
honorary  members  were  proposed  and  will  be  ballotted 
for  next  week.  There  will  be  a  committee  meeting  on 
'Wednesday  next,  at  8.30,  when  I  hope  all  the  gentlemen 
on  the  committee  will  attend.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George,  Hill- 
street,  Walworth.— Since  the  opening  of  the  season  the 
following  members  have  shown  fish  :  W.  II.  Bryant,  dace ; 
JO.  Encver,  dace  ;  T.  Jenkins,  bream  and  dace  ;  W.  Gordon, 
rudd;  and  C.  Groom,  barbel.  On  Wednesday  next  the 
place  for  the  first  match  of  the  season  will  be  selected,  to 
take  place  on  July  5.— R.  J.  Dartnall,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arm, 
Arlingt  on-street,  New  North-road.— Several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were outonthe 21stinst.,  but  only  afew  breamiweighed 
in.  I)o  not  forget  a  special  meeting  ’will  be  held  next 
Thursday  for  discussing  the  daily  outings  for  the  season.— 
W.  M.,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Swan  Hotel, 
Broadway,  Stratford. — At  our  match  on  the  21st,  our 
members  did  not  turn  up  as  well  as  I  thought  they  would, 
but  all  the  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  manner : 
Mr.  Godwin,  1st;  Mr.  Wadsworth,  2nd;  Mr.  Cox,  3rd; 
Mr.  Hobbs,  4th ;  Mr.  Humfryes,  5th.  Fishing  proper 
is  impossible  at  Datchet,  for  the  boats  on  the  water  is  one 
solid  mass,  and  a  great  nuisance. — R.  Lowtiier. 

Worcester  Angling  Society.— This  society  held  its 
first  competition  for  the  season  in  the  club  water  on  the 
Lower  Teme,  on  Thursday  last.  The  members  mustered 
well  to  fish  for  four  good  prizes,  but  the  fish  were  not  well 
on  the  feed.  Still  there  were  a  fair  amount  of  trout, 
twaite,  chub,  dace,  perch,  &c.,  taken,  Mr.  Warner  secur¬ 
ing  first  prize  with  a  total  of  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bridges, 
bon.  sec.,  second,  with  21b.  lOoz. ;  H.  F.  Cooper,  third, 
with  21b.  7oz. ;  and  W.  I.  Cooper,  fourth,  21b.  5oz.— R.' 
Wingfield. 


Mr.  Henry  J.  Tibbatts,  so  well  known  in  connection 
with  the  Association  of  London  anglers  and  club  anglers 
generally,  has  just  taken  “The  Citizen”  Tavern,  TO, 
Hounsditch,  which  is  only  a  few  doors  out  of  Bishops- 
gate-street  (opposite  the  church),  and  close  to  Livcrnool- 
street  and  Broad-street  stations.  Being  so  well  known, 
Mr.  Tibbatts  hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  many 
okLangling  friends  occasionally. 
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43T  River  Reporters  tvho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below, 


Add 


30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

40  „  „  Putney. 

45  „  ,,  Hammer-  Add 

smith. 
Barnes. 


'55  min.  for  Kew. 

Richmond. 
80  ,,  ,,  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

Teddington. 


r  55 
75 

4  80 

185 


„  U0  „  . 

Example: — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  June  27 . 

Morning. 

.  5.27  . 

Evening. 

.  5.53 

Sunday,  ,,  28 . 

.  G.22 . 

.  6. 50 

Monday,  „  29 . 

.  7.19 . 

.  7.49 

Tuesday,  „  30 . 

Wednesday,  July  1 ......... . 

.  8.18 . 

.  8.49 

.  9.55 

Thursday,  .,  2... 

. 10.27  _ 

.  10.59 

Friday,  ,,  3 . . 

— 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.—  General  Remarks.—  The 

present  angling  season  has  commenced  this  year  under 
better  auspices  than  was  expected,  and  although  the  fish 
are  reported  to  be  in  very  fair  condition,  they  cannot  be 
altogether  clean  after  having  been  so  backward  in 
spawning.  There  is,  however,  one  opinion  ;  the  fish  are 
plentiful  and  the  prospects  are  considered  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  find  several  of  the 
angling  clubs  have  recently  put  in  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  in  view  of  an  increased  general  standard  in  the 
sizes  of  fish  to  be  weighed  in,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  many 
other  clubs  will  move  in  the  same  direction.  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
Thames  Fishery  Bye  Laws  will  undergo  a  thorough  revi¬ 
sion,  and  under  the  circumstances,  which  is  grounded  on 
satisfactory  assurance,  it  is  desirable  we  should  he  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  opportunity.  It  is  about  ten  years  since  the 
last  alterations  were  made,  which  resulted  from  the 
united  conference  of  angling  preservation  societies  and 
angling  clubs  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  in  1882,  and 
afterwards  carried  out  in  t  he  new  bye-laws.  As  time  has 
rolled  on,  anglers  have  not  only  increased  in  number,  but 
have  become  better  and  truer  sportsmen,  and  it  is  hoped 
will  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  views  which  are  now  before 
t  hem  of  increasing  the  standard  and  making  some  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  gross  weight  competitions.  It  is  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  sizes  of  fish  there  should  be  unanimity  in 
dealing  with  the  question,  but  with  reference  to  gross 
weight  competitions  that  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
clubs  and  can  form  no  part  of  a  legal  point.  There  are 
many  clubs  which  I  could  name  that  have  fora  long  time, 
if  not  done  away  with  gross  weight  competitions,  have 
so  increased  the  standard  as  to  make  all  fish  as  specimen 
fish.  My  object  now  is  to  stimulate  the  ell'orts  of  those 
taking  part  in  the  movement  in  view  of  an  approaching 
revision,  and  pave  the  way  for  decided  action,  when  I  am 
prepared  to  say  more  on  the  subject.  It  will  bo  seen  from 
the  following  reports  the  chub  are  affirding  considerable 
sport.  There  came  a  record  too  late  last  week  of  a  trout 
■or  over  41b.  having  been  taken  at  Renton  Hook  with  the 
May -fly.  This  will  be  interesting  to  fly-fishers.— B. 


Richmond.— Job  Brain,  senior,  in  one  day,  141b.  weight 
of  dace  and  three  barbel ;  Henry  Howard,  in  one  day, 
three  dozen  of  dace. 

Twickenham.— Samuel  Cole,  in  four  days,  five  dozen  of 
fine  dace  and  one  barbel;  J.  Coxen,  in  one  day,  four 
dozen  of  dace,  and  another  day  four  jack  and  one  bream, 
the  largest  jack,  71b. ;  John  Coxen,  senior,  in  one  day, 
eight  dozen  of  fine  gudgeon;  G.  Coxen,  in  three  half  days, 
eight  dozen  of  dace  and  a  perch  of  lib. ;  John  Spong,  in 
one  day,  three  dozen  of  fine  dace. 

Teddington.— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three  days,  fourteen 
dozen  of  dace  and  gudgeon.  A  gentleman  fishing  by  him¬ 
self  has  taken  one  chub  of  31b.  and  another  of  21b.  Mr. 
Granville  has  caught  a  chub  of  41b.  From  the  selection 
of  reports  in  the  tidal  district  the  fish  do  not  appear  gene¬ 
rally  to  be  well  on  the  feed,  and  there  is  almost  a  total 
absence  of  roach,  which  were  very  late  in  their  spawning 
operations. 

Kingston.— J.  Wilkes  during  the  week  has  taken  one 
jack,  one  barbel,  and  a  few  dace,  gudgeon,  and  chub  ;  and 
J.  Knight,  five  barbel,  the  largest  71b.,  seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  four  chub,  the  largest  chub,  311  b.  Mr.  Sands 
has  taken  a  chub  of  31b. 

Surbiton.— The  anglers  have  been  doing  fairly  well, 
and  amongst  their  takes  is  a  carp  of  51b.,  and  some  perch, 
chub,  and  bream. 

Hampton  Court.— William  Milbourne  writes  :  “  John 
Smith,  in  six  days,  has  taken  forty-two  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  four  barbel  (the  largest  Gib.),  three  fine  tench, 
and  a  small  carp  measuring  8in.,  which  shows  the  carp 
that  were  turned  in  the  river  must  have  spawned,  and 
that  is  good  to  know.  Myself,  with  customers,  in  four 
days,  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel,  and 
fourteen  chub,  some  of  the  latter  weighing  21b.  each.  On 
Friday  last  two  large  trout  were  caught  at  the  weir,  one 
weighing  841b.,  and  the  other  Gib.  The  water  is  low  and 
bright.” 

Sunbury.—' The  boats  of  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  have 
been  getting  a  fair  quantity  of  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  jack, 
and  chub,  and  a  gentleman  fishing  with  Ernest  Milbourne 
has  caught  a  fine  iack  of  91b.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P., 
writes  :  “  I  was  up  at  Sunbury  last  week  and  I  believe  we 
shall  be  able  to  rear  a  grand  lot  of  perch.” 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday  Evening.— The  early  part 
of  the  week  has  been  all  sunshine  and  heat,  but  on  Wednes¬ 
day  such  a  storm  of  rain  and  hail  descended  in  the  Thames 
valley  as  has  not  been  seen  for  years  and  years,  and  “more 
than  that.”  The  river  will  doubtless  jump  up  into  a  little 
summer  flood,  but  the  management  at  the  now  excellent 
weirs  is  such  that  the  water  will  be  passed  away  before  it 
can  possibly  do  any  harm.  AtHambleden,  Mr.  C.  Sturgess 
and  Mr.  A.  Barnett  in  two  days  had  GOlb.  of  barbel.  These 
are  the  anglers  that  on  one  occasion  last  season,  at  Marsh, 
had  1121b.  odd  of  barbel.  At  Temple,  a  patron  of  W.  Costor, 
of  Marlow,  in  one  day  had  ten  barbel,  501b.,  best  fish  7Jlh. 
So  far,  barbel  and  chub  are  well  on,  and  had  I  but  time  and 
space  at  command,  I  could  mention  several  other  excellent 
takes.  The  anticipated  rush  of  water  from  the  storm  may 
knock  barbel  off,  but  chub  and  roach  should  be  had  in  the 
coloured  water.— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Windsor).— The  Thames  valley  is  now  looking 
its  very  best.  The  refreshing  rains  of  the  22nd  inst.  have 
perfected  the  picture,  and  a  soft  balmy  atmosphere  ren¬ 
dered  angling  extremely  pleasant  where  the  traffic  could 
be  avoided.  Chub  have  been  feeding  well.  One  gentle¬ 
man,  with  fly,  filling  two  baskets  with  sizeable  fish.  Barbel 
also  are  in  better  humour  than  last  season.  Mr.  Holling- 
worth,  of  Windsor,  out  with  James  Gray,  22nd  inst.,  had 
nice  sport,  the  bag  consisting  of  five  barbel  and  a  chub, 
largest  barbel  which  I  weighed  scaling  61b.  9oz.  Roach 
are  taking  gentles  fairly  well,  but  baskets  have  been  very 
small.  Water  in  good  condition,  the  best  fish  to  try  now 
being  chub,  which  from  a  boat  should  be  caught  in  quan 
tity  with  artificial  fly,  or  good  bunch  of  gentles  on  a  No.  4 
hook.— B.  R.  Bainbridge. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  a  return  of  the  cold 
north-east  wind,  which  has  been  the  prevailing  feature  of 
the  year.  Despite  this  there  has  recently  been  some  fine 
angling.  On  one  day,  Mr.  Thomas  Wray,  of  Hull,  had  a 
basket  of  about  sixty  roach,  and  Mr.  Jordan  of  the  same 
town,  another  of  thirty.  Mr.  Robert  Cousin,  of  Brandy 
Nuth,  had  a  pike  of  51b.,  but  the  most  noteworthy  fish  was 
a  trout  of  lib.  lloz.,  caught  down  the  river  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Hewett.  On  another  occasion  the  Messrs.  Summerson  had 
fourteen  pike,  which  mainly  ran  small.  Copies  of  the  rules, 
which  regulate  the  angling  can  now  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  Atkin¬ 
son  Brigg,  or  of  your  correspondent.  The  cooler  weather 
has  made  it  very  pleasant  by  the  trout  brooks,  as  the  fish 
have  generally  risen  all  day,  and  some  nice  fish  up  to  lib. 
or  over  have  been  taken  in  various  quarters.  The  Drake 
is  still  on,  but  all  flies  are  like  every  thing  else,  late  this 
season.  The  ant  flies  should  now  be  in  full  force,  but  I 
have  not  yet  noticed  a  single  specimen.  As  a  rule  these  flies 
closely  follow  the  Drake,  so  it  would  be  well  to  have  them 
in  readiness.  The  best  dressings  I  know  are  as  follows:— 
rod  ant,  body,  orange  silk,  with  four  turns  of  peacocks 
hare  at  tail.  Legs,  red  hackle  ;  wings,  starlings  quill.  As 
an  alternative  the  body  may  be  made  of  red  silk  and  pea¬ 
cock’s  hare,  with  mohair  for  legs ;  Black  Ant,  body  purple 
silk,  with  four  turns  of  ostrich  hare  at  tail.  Legs,  black 
hackle;  wings,  starlings  quill,  or  body  dark  blood  red  silk 
well  waxed.  Legs,  dark -red  hair.  Wings,  silvery  grizzle 
cocks  hackle.  Hook  No.  2  or  3,  Kendal.— Thomas  Ford 
Caistor. 

Earle  (Dulverton).— River  low  and  bright ;  a  few  fish 
being  killed  after  dark.  Killing  flies— Red  Spinners,  Black 
Gnat.  Warm  and  cloudy.  Rain  badly  wanted. — Iron 
Blue. 

Brighton.— Sea  Fishing.— The  calm  summer  weather 
of  tho  past  fortnight  has  brought  in  an  abundance  of  silver 
bream,  and  boat-anglers  arc  having  excellent  sport.  One 
angler  took  thirty-two  bream  the  other  day,  and  all  over 
Bib.  each.  Mackerel  strip  is  about  the  best  bait ;  but  the 
secret  of  success;  is  to  fish  fine,  using  a  long  drift-snood  of 
fine  whipcord  attached  to  rod-line  about  3ft.  above  ground 
lead,  and  terminating  with  two  or  three  yards  of  single 
salmon  gut.  A  few,  but  only  a  few,  are  taken  on  ordinary 
“chop-stick"  tackle.  Whiting-pout  arc  fairly  plentiful ;  a 
take  of  four  score  was  recorded  a  few  days  ago,  also  a 
few  plaice  and  small  conger;  but  dog-fish  arc  giving 
anglers  a  deal  of  trouble,  no  fewer  than  sixty  Three  being 
hooked  by  one  party.  By  the  way,  an  excellent  ground  for 
silver  bream,  &c.,  is  situate  about  a  mile  and  a-half  south 
of  “Black  Rock,”  at  the  Kemptown  end  of  Brighton,  and 
is  called  by  boatmen  “The  New  Found-out.”  F.  Mark- 
wick,  of  23,  Whitehawk-road,  knows  it  well,  and  has,  I 
may  add,  two  or  three  new  boats,  and  is  well  provided 
with  ordinary  tackle  and  bait,  and  a  civil  man  withal.— H. 

Chichester  and  Sussex  Rivers.— The  weather  is  the 
first  item  that  interests  anglers.  Well,  t  he  end  of  last  week 
(■pardon  me,  reader,  for  mentioning  kindred  sports),  when 
Sussex  was  in  the  cricket  field  and  made  such  a  good  show 


against  Cambridge  University,  was  all  that  could  be  wished 
and  perhaps  a  shade  too  bright  for  piscatorials.  Secretaries 
of  clubs  too  often  forget  to  keep  me  posted  up  in  matters 
which  give  me  a  line  and  benefit  the  associations.  Suffice 
it  to  say  the  Brighton  Anglers’  Association  held  a  contest 
(roving)  on  the  opening  day.  J.  Stevens,  jun.,  took  first 
prize  with  51b.  3oz.  of  roach  and  dace;  W.  M.  Martin, 
second,  with  51b.  of  dace ;  Pain,  third ;  and  George  Staple- 

ton,  fourth.  Season  after  season  the  river  beds  change, 
and  what  is  a  grand  swim  one  year  is  often  not  productive 
the  season  following.  On  the  Ouse  below  bridge  many 
anglers  who  hitherto  have  had  good  takes  have  this  season 
not  had  a  touch,  and  are  driven  to  find  fresh  spots  where 
fish  do  congregate.  The  Adur  near  Steyning  has  afforded 
good  sport  to  the  fly-fisherman  among  the  dace  and  to  the 
gentle  angler,  roach,  dace,  and  a  few  carp.  The  wormist 
can  generally  find  sport  among  the  flat  fish,  which  are  at 
home  more  appreciated  than  the  bond  fide  dace.  Among 
the  trout,  Mr.  King,  the  well-known  host  of  the  William 
the  Fourth,  Brighton,  has  been  successful.  Five  and  a-half 
brace  taken  near  Horsted  Keynes  recently  were  a  picturo. 
Salt-water  votaries  have  had  good  sport  among  tho  bream, 
whiting,  and  congers,  and  at  Littlehampton  Harbour  some 
of  the  heaviest  mullet  on  record  have  been  taken.— George 
F.  Salter. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  Drake  or  May -fly  season 
is  now  about  over.  On  the  whole  it  has  been  up  to  the 
average,  though  late.  Mr.  Salisbury  Thomas  took  a  total 
of  forty-nine  and  a-half  brace  from  the  Dove  Dale  length 
]¥™week  c •>  in  six  days).  and  a  young  companion 
of  Mr.  Thomas  took  twenty-two  brace  during  the  same 
time.  Other  good  dishes  have  been  made,  but  nothing  to 
surpass  this  from,  a  length  not  conserved  by  a  club.  Mr 
Evans,  of  Darley  Abbey,  hasjhad  good  sport  on  the  Okcover 
water,  and  several  members  of  the  Birdsgrove  have  not 
done  amiss.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Esk  (Whitby,  Yorkshire).— During  the  past  week  the 
river  has  been  low,  while  there  have  been  other  conditions 
unfavourable  to  good  sport  generally.  Still  one  or  two 
anglers,  fishing  in  Ruswarp  Dam,  have  landed  some 
excellent  trout.  On  Tuesday  night  rain  began  to  fall 
heavily,  and  continued  until  morning.  On  Wednesday 

too,  there  were  several  copious  showers.  These  have  had 
the  effect  of  considerably  swelling  the  river,  so  that  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two,  should  there  be  no  more  rain,  it  will 
bo  in  capital  fishing  order.— J.  J.  Jackson. 

Idle  (North  Notts1.— The  upper  waters  and  the  trout 
brooks  are  affording  good  sport  for  fly  fishers,  as  the  green 
drakes  are  now  outin  force,  anda  good  number  of  dace  are 
about  the  water,  near  Retford,  which  will  take  flies  when 
offered.  Altogether  angling  is  pleasant,  but  thunder  and 
electricity  is  spoiling  immediate  prospects.— L. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— Sport  has  been  very  bad  this 
last  week,  and  the  May-fly  arc  all  gone,  and  we  expect  to 
have  no  good  sport  for  another  week.  Wind  NE  — 
Ginger  Quill. 

Lake  District.— Angling  in  the  daytime  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill  in  the  Kent,  Mint,  and  Sprint,  which 
areas  low,  or  lower,  than  they  have  been  for  many  years 
past.  The  Lime  and  Eden  are  the  only  rivers  from  which 
1  hear  of  anything  like  sport  being  enjoyed,  and  this  has 
been  generally  after  sundown.— Westmeria. 

Lea.— Many  fishermen  have  been  fishing  in  the  Barge 
canal,  being  under  the  impression  that  the  fishing  was 
opened  on  the  16tli,  but  this  is  not  the  case  as  the  naviga¬ 
tion  water  is  under  the  Lee  Conservancy,  by  whose  rules 
roach,  chub,  bream,  barbel,  tench,  and  carp,  may  not  be 
angled  for  before  July  1st,  of  course  perch  and  jack  are 
protected  for  another  month ;  many  anglers  have  been 
annoyed  at  being  warned  off  by  the  water  bailiffs,  as  was 
the  case  at  Rye  House  the  other  day.  There  is  not  much 
in  the  way  of  sport  to  record ;  from  the  waters  that  are 
open  a  few  roach  . and  dace  have  been  taken;  eels  also 
have  been  plentiful  and  will  be  more  so  after  this  push  of 
water  ;  sniggling  or  ledgering  will  be  found  the  best  pay¬ 
ing  game.  I  think  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  be 
well  worth  the  attention  of  anglers  this  forthcoming 
season.— Suliced  Joint. 


tinuc  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  but 
have  lowered.  The  weather  has  been  very  warm  *  and 
bright,  and  tho  fish  have  sported  well,  especially  in  the 
evenings.  The  cadow  has  gone,  and  the  trout  are  in 
clined  to  be  quiet  for  a  time.  Sport  should  be  good  with 
the  Yellow  Dun,  Orl,  Owls,  Black  Gnat,  and  Spinners 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried  with  success.  On  Monday 
a  nice  dish  of  fish  were  landed  from  the  Lugg  with  the 
Orl.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order.  Fair  sport  in  it  this  week 
— G  WYNNE. 


plying  their  art  in  search  of  sport  amongst  the  fish  tribe 
but  as  a  matter  of  course  with  little  success,  except  in  the 
way  of  fly  fishing,  there  has  been  some  fine  dace  caught 
near  the  Bridge,  at  Maidstone,  by  some  of  the  early  risers. 
There  has  again  been  the  repetition  of  the  foul  fienc 
pollution,  asserting  its  baneful  influence  upon  the  roach 
Ac. ,  men  have  been  taking  them  out  of  the  water  anc 
carrying  them  away  by  pailfuls.  I  myself  saw  them  lying 

by  the  banks  stinking,  a  mile  down  the  river _ "W 

Siirubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridgc).-Thc  river  though  low  is  ir 
splendid  condition,  and  though  chub  arc  well  on  the  feed 

they  are  somewhat  particular  as  to  what  they  take.  On* 
day  it  is  nothing  but  a  well  scoured  loh,  the  next  cheest 
paste,  the  next  a  minnow,  and,  perhaps,  on  the  next  dav 
nothing  but  a  May  bug  will  tempt  them.  The  pike  are 
small  that  are  taken,  but  some  excellent  perch  have  been 
landed.  Roach  and  bream  should  be  soon  on  the  feed  when 
they  have  recovered  from  the  spawning  which  this  year 
was  rather  late.— Ye  Medway  Water  Rat 

Nene  (Northamptonshire) — The  river  is  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  weather  generally  during  the  past  week 
lias  been  suitable  for  angling  purposes.  Have  heard  of 
some  large  bream  captured  at  Oundle  and  in  the  Peter¬ 
borough  district.— Nenebank. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— During  the  week  several 
anglers  were  out,  and  some  decent  catches  have  been  had 
The  roach  are  not  yet  in  the  condition  I  should  like  them 
to  be,  but  anglers  must  risk  that,  as  they  have  full  liberty 
to  lish  them,  this  is  free  water.  The  dace  can  be  had  with 
the  fly  and  the  caddy  worm.  Perch  are  now  good,  a  friend 
of  mine  had  a  nice  lot  this  week.  Pike  are  now  clean  and 
good.  Host  Ralph  will  supply  five  bait,  and  also  give 
instructions  as  to  the  best  places.  He  has  also  some  pre¬ 
pared  swims  for  roach  and  dace.  My  advice  to  anglers  is 
to  go  in  for  them — viz.,  the  pike.  Roaching  service  good 
For  a  long  day’s  fishing  I  might  mention  a  row  up  stream 
through  that  lovely  vale  is  now  a  great  treat,  boats  on  the 
spot.  -Jonx  O'George. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  now  in  prime  condition 
and  free  from  weeds ;  fish  arc  plentiful,  and  a  successful 
season  is  anticipated.  Some  good  sport  with  bream  and 
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perch  has  already  been  had,  and  a  few  pike  have  also  been 
taken.  A  fine  chub,  20Hn.  in  length,  was  landed  by  a 
London  angler  on  Friday  last.— N. 

Ouse,  &c.,  (Yorkshire!. — The  past  week  has  been 
favourable  for  the  Ouse  fishermen,  and  several  good 
catches  are  reported.  The  recent  contest  of  fly-fishermen 
has  seemed  to  .'give  the  desired  impetus  to  this  means, 
judging  by  the  numbers  now  to  be  seen  trying  their  hands. 
The  best  kill  I  have  heard  of  was  made  on  Saturday,  when 
a  gentleman  took  three  splendid  chub  and  thirteen  dace 
with  the  fly,  a  kind  of  thick-bodied,  black  harl,  and  hackle 
the  same  colour.  I  noticed  the  other  day  in  the  Ouse  a 
similar  gathering  to  that  which  one  of  your  Thames  corre¬ 
spondents  reported  last  week,  of  fish  of  various  kinds  roll¬ 
ing  about  near  the  surface,  some  with  their  backs  project¬ 
ing  out  of  the  water.  In  some  places  the  line  of  crowded 
fish  extended  for  nearly  50yds.  Rain  is  much  wanted  by 
the  trout  fishermen,  as  the  streams  are  getting  low  and 
clear.  Tho  best  kills  of  trout  are  reported  from  the  Picker¬ 
ing,  Sinnington,  and  Kirbymoorside  streams.  I  noticed 
the  Green  and  Grey  Drake  on  Saturday,  and  a  large  winged 
dressing  of  the  May-fly  is  just  now  being  responsible  for 
some  good  trout  in  the  Rye  and  Costa.  The  North-Eastern 
Augling  Association  held  their  first  match  of  the  season  on 
Saturday  at  Elvington,  when  there  were  twenty-five  com¬ 
petitors  for  twenty  prizes.  Mr.  A.  Simpson  carried  off  the 
first  prize  with  224oz.— Ronald. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).— Sea  fishing.— We  are  having 
exceptionally  fine  weather,  and  both  pier  and  boat  anglers 
arc  having  good  sport.  Mackerel  are  just  beginning  to 
come  in  snoals  into  the  bay,  and  some  nice  takes  have 
already  been  got  by  “whiffing.”  Whiting  pollock  are  also 
giving  good  sport.— H. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.  —  Pollock  are  about  in 
numbers,  and  during  the  week  hundreds  have  been  taken, 
both  with  the  artificial  and  natural  bait.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  week  they  were  taken  near  the  winter  shoal  in  the 
centre  of  the  sound,  about  ten  minutes’  pull  from  the  West 
Hoe  pier,  where  boats  can  be  got  for  sixpence  an  hour. 
Later  on  in  the  week  they  went  further  out  in  the  bay,  and 
around  the  breakwater.  Several  dozen  per  boat  are  the 
average,  and  the  fish  weighing  from  lib.  to  71b.  or  81b.,  so 
I  am  sure  you  will  agree  that  this  is  petty  sport,  especially 
if  you  fish  with  a  salmon  rod  or  old  pike  rod.  The  mode  of 
proceeding  is  to  use  a  fine  line,  with  from  loz  to  a  3oz. 
sinker,  either  boat-shaped  or  pipe-lead  pattern,  about  two 
fathoms  of  fine  snood,  with  a  swivel  below  the  head,  and  a 
fathom  of  single  gut  (stout  marana)  at  the  end  of  which 
you  can  attach  your  bait  or  hook,  as  the  case  may  be. 
With  light  heads  you  can  almost  drift  with  the  tide,  or  you 
can  paddle  gently  along,  or  if  a  light  wind,  you  can  sail, 
but  the  speed  should  not  exceed  from  a-half  to  one  mile  an 
hour.  As  to  the  baits,  the  India-rubber  Challenge,  the 
Dotblc  Worm,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  White  Maggot 
or  Grub  (this  is  a  most  killing  artificial  bait).  If  you  prefer 
natural  bait  use  the  amateur  or  mud  worm,  on  a  No.  1 
Limerick  hook,  with  either  a  baby  spinner  or  strip  of 
soleskin  as  a  shiner. — W.  Hearder. 

Scarborough.— (Sea  Fishing).— The  fishing  both  off  the 
piers,  and  from  boat  in  the  bay  has  been  excellent  during 
the  past  week  or  two,  and  continues  so,  with  every  prospect 
of  more.  Silver  whiting  are  now  fairly  plentiful  in  the 
bay,  and  good  catches  made,  as  also  of  gurnard,  plaice,  &c. 
Billet  too,  are  very  abundant,  par  especially,  continue  to 
afford  great  sport  to  pier  anglers.  Fresh  herring  is  the  best 
all-round  bait,  although  whiting  often  show  a  preference 
for  “  lug,”  which  is  always  readily  obtainable  from  the 


boatmen.— H. 

Severn  and  Lower  Teme  (Worcester).  —  Both 
streams  in  capital  order  for  angling,  and  some  heavy 
baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  lamprey, 
maggot-worm,  and  caddis  grub.— Fieldwing. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  in  capital 
order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear.  The 
weather  has  been  very  warm  and  bright,  and  the  fish  have 
not  been  moving  very  brisk  during  the  day,  but  have 
sported  well  in  the  evening,  which  is  the  best  time  for  fish¬ 
ing  at  present.  The  Cadow  has  now  gone  off ;  a  few  Grey 
Drakes  are  on,  but  the  fish  are  not  rising  at  them.  In  the 
water  near  the  Castle,  on  Saturday,  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
were  landed  with  the  Cadow.  Near  Ludford  Mr.  Smith 
landed  a  nice  dish  of  fish  with  the  fly.  On  Monday  four 
good  trout  were  taken  by  Mr.  Watkins  with  the  minnow. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  fishing 
order.  In  the  Corve  a  fine  trout,  2ilb.,  was  landed  by  Mr. 
Bradley.  Sport  in  the  other  streams  fairly  good.— S. 
Ludlow.  „  .  . 

Trent  (Newark).— Eels  and  flounders  are  giving  fair 
sport  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Trent,  towards  Carlton, 
but  the  same  satisfaction  cannot  be  recorded  of  the  higher 
reaches.  Barbel  are  already  “  pitching  ”  in  the  rapid 
streams,  and  an  early  season  should  be  the  result,  and  good 
reports  come  to  hand  of  their  present  condition.  A  visit 
to  Ponton  on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Slater  and  Mr. 
It.  Dale,  resulted  in  the  capture  of  fifteen  brace  of  remark¬ 
ably  fine  trout  and  some  splendid  dace,  no  less  than  five 
and  a-half  brace  of  the  former  falling  to  the  rod  of  the 
lady.  Trent  in  grand  order.  Weather  magnificent,  but 
cool  mornings  and  evenings. — Trentsider. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire) — Anglers  are  now 
doing  well  on  both  these  streams,  and  the  water  is  now 
running  almost  at  summer  level,  consequently  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  good  sport  may  be  looked  for.  The  May-fly 
season  on  the  W^ye  has  not  been  so  good  as  usual  this  year, 
the  trout  only  taking  them  in  a  half-hearted  sort  of  way. 
The  Yellow  Dun  is  now  doing  well  on  this  river,  and  good 
baskets  are  being  taken  daily  with  this  fly.  Good  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Darley  Club  length  of  the  Derwent 
this  week.  Best  flies  to  use  now  are  \ellow  Dun,  Grey 
Quill,  Gnat,  and  Sand-fty.-DoTTEREL. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  Nidd,  &c.— All  the  above  are 
exceedingly  low  and  clear,  and  very  little  is  being  done 
except  for  an  hour  or  two  at  dusk.  Brown  Owl  has  been 
the  favourite  fly  lately,  but  is  always  an  excellent  evening 
fly  Mr  J.  Morrison,  of  Tadcaster,  had  9Ub.  of  chub  with 
the  Red  Palmer,  in  one  and  a-half  hour’s  fishing  the  other 
day  *  Mr.  C.  Parkinson,  of  Leeds,  had  101b.  of  mixed  fish 
one  day  at  Tadcaster,  and  201b.  the  next.  He  had  barbel, 
dace,  roach,  and  chub.  I  killed  nineteen  trout  with  up- 
treain  worm  on  the  Wharfe  on  Wednesday  last.— I  rancis 
M.  Walbran.  _  .  , 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The 
rivers  remain  a  good  colour,  although  the  water  is  low .  A 
few  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week,  chiefly  by  early  morning  and  evening  fishing,  both 
with  fly  and  worm,  also  a  few'  sewin  ;  but  wre  want  a  good 
heavy  rainfall.— H.  - 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— The  flood  gates 
are  closed  almost  daily,  and  the  lake  is  very  high,  and  in 
capital  condition  for  fishing.  Having  a  turn  at  shore  fish¬ 
ing  on  Monday  evening  the  writer  had  four  good  trout 
weighing  3-ilb. ;  Mr.  Coles,  Bodorgan  Arms,  on  baturday 


evening,  fly  fishing  the  same,  had  two,  the  best  was  a  per¬ 
fect  beauty.  If  lb.  The  best  killing  flies,  Mallard’s  Wing, 
Scarlet  Body,  the  Sedge,  and  a  Quill  Gnat.  Several  less 
catches  were  taken,  and  the  fish  are  gainey,  and  in  excel¬ 
lent  condition.  This  report  is  for  fly  fishing  for  a  short  time 
in  the  evening  only.  If  one  stayed  a  wholo  day  in  the 
present  state  of  the  water  and  weather,  he  would  be  well 
rewarded. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).- 1  luring 
tho  past  week  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been  made, 
showing  an  improvement  since  last  report,  though  the 
wind  has  still  kept  in  the  old  quarter  (north-east).  Monday 
proved  the  best  day— fifty-two  trout,  40lb.  Best  flies— 
Butcher,  Black  and  Grouse,  Claret  and  Grouse.  Wednes¬ 
day’s  thunderstorm  and  deluge  brought  tho  long-looked-for 
fresh  water.— Long  Drift. 

Tenby  (South  Wales).— Sea  Fishing.— Some  heavy 
catches  of  bass  have  been  recorded  off  Caldy  Island  during 
tho  past  week.  Flounders  are  very  abundant  in  the  bay 
just  now,  and  silver  whiting,  pout,  and  plaice  fairly  plenti¬ 
ful.  Bream  appear  to  be  coming  in,  as  a  few  have  already 
been  taken,  as  also  a  few  conger.— H. 

Towy  (Llandilo,  Carmarthenshire).— Both  the  Towy 
and  the  Cothi  have  run  very  low  during  the  past  week, 
and  a  good  fresh  is  much  needed.  Mr.  Evan  has  landed  a 
few  nice  salmon  on  the  Cothi  during  the  past  fortnight, 
varying  from  71b.  to  211b.  in  weight  each.  Dr.  Naunton 
Davies,  of  Bridgend,  has  arrived  for  a  few  weeks’ fishing, 
and  took  a  few  nice  trout  the  other  evening,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  low  state  of  the  river.  Miss  Hughes  and 
Miss  Croxon,  of  Tregib,  have  also  taken  a  few  small  bas¬ 
kets  of  trout  during  tho  past  week.— H. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— Although  the  weather  has  been  very 
bright,  and  the  water  exceedingly  clear,  fair  sport  has 
been  had  with  salmon.  The  bailiffs  netted  the  river  last 
week  and  succeeded  in  capturing  twenty-eight  salmon. 
This  week  the  bailiffs  contemplate  netting  the  private 
water  near  Crickhowell,  where  it  is  said  the  salmon  are 
very  numerous  in  the  pools.  Heavy  thunderstorms  took 
place  on  Wednesday,  the  24th,  which  may  raise  the  river 
slightly.— T. 

Scotoh,  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

The  various  lochs  have  been  yielding  splendid  sport  of  late. 
On  Tuesday  last  weekiDr.  Highet,  andMr.  R.  S.  U.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Workington,  fished  in  the  same  boat  on  Loch  Cama, 
and  got  five  dozen  trout  aggregating  17|lb. ;  Mr.'Proud- 
foot,  Perth,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-nine  trout,  lo.Vlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Mann,  Shrewsbury,  on  Loch  Yeyatie,  twenty-three 
trout,  111b.,  and  a  Sal  mo  ferox  of  2Jlb.  On  Wednesday, 
which  was  very  stormy,  Mr.  Mann  on  Loch  Urigill  (blown 
off),  twenty -two  trout,  71b. ;  Dr.  Highet  and  Mr.  R.  S.  U. 
Thompson  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-nine,  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Proudfoot,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty,  101b.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
Mann,  on  Loch  Cama,  two  dozen  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs. 
Eskrigge,  Hall,  and  Lupton,  Liverpool,  on  the  same  loch, 
four  and  three-quarter  dozen,  1331b.  ;  Dr.  Highet  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  on  Boarlan,  three  and-a-half  dozen,  101b. ;  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  on  Loch  Yeyatie,  forty -four  trout, 
101b. ;  Messrs.  Proudfoot  and  Hutchson,  )Perth,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  eighty-one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Perth,  on  the  same 
loch,  five-and-a-quarter  dozen,  161b. ;  and  Mr.  Moncrieff, 
Perth,  on  Ledmore  Stream,  81b.  trout.  On  Friday  Mr. 
Mann  on  Loch  Urigill,  four-and-a-quarter  dozen,  121b. ;  Dr, 
Highet  and  Mr.  Thompson,  three  and-a-quarter  dozen.  101b.; 
Messrs.  Malloch  and  Moncrieff,  six  and-a-half  dozen,  2511b.; 
Messrs.  Hutchison  and  Smith,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  two  and-a- 
half  dozen,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Proudfoot  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty- 
five,  91b. ;  and  Messrs.  Eskrigge,  Hall,  and  Lupton,  on 
Loch  Mheallain,  fifty,  1411b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Mann,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  one-and-three-quarter  dozen,  121b.,  and  a 
Salmo  ferox  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Malloch  two  and-a-half  dozen, 
141b.  ;  Dr.  Hight  and  Mr.  Thompson,  on  Loch  Cama,  two, 
and-a-half  dozen,  711b.  On  Loch  Urigill, Messrs. ^Eskrigge, 
Hall,  and  Lupton,  six  and-a-quarter  dozen,  171b. ;  Mr. 
Proudfoot,  forty-nine,  12Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  thirty- 
eight,  1111b.  On  Loch  Boarlan,  Mr.  Smith,  fifty,  131b  ;  and 
Mr.  Moncrieff,  twenty-six,  731b.  On  Monday  this  week 
Loch  Cama  was  fished  by  Mr.  Mann,  thirty-four  trout, 
lllb. ;  G.  M.  Hutchison,  thirty-eight,  121b. ;  and  by  Mr. 
Smith,  twenty-four  81b.  On  Loch  Urigill.  Mr.  Malloch, 
one  hundred  and  three  trout,  281b. ;  and  Messrs.  Eskrigge, 
Hall,  and  Lupton,  ninety-nine,  281b.  On  Loch  V eyatie, 
Mr.  Proudfoot,  forty-five,  1311b. ;  and  Mr.  Moncrieff, 
thirty-two,  8jlb.  '  Total  for  the  day  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  trout,  aggregating  exactly  lewt.— McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B).— A 
number  of  heavy  baskets  have  been  made  since  last  re¬ 
port.  On  Monday  last  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briscoe  fished 
Loch  Meadie  and  caught  thirty-two  trout,  weighing  in  all 
141b.  Another  lady  and  gentleman  on  Loch  Crocach  had 
fifty-eight  trout,  aggregating  361b.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spicer,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eleven  trout,  4£lb.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brisce,  fishing  Loch  Hallam,  got  twenty- 
nine  trout,  averaging  about  lib.  each  ;  and  nice  baskets 
were  made  by  Mr.  Spicer  on  Loch  Naver,  and  by  Mr. 
Young  and  party  on  Loch  Loyal.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Spicer  landed  fifty  trout,  141b.  On  Friday,  the  same 
angler  on  Loch  Meadie,  had  thirty -six  trout,  101b.,  and  on 
Friday,  on  Loch  Naver,  thirty-four  trout.— McB. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— The  weather 
has  been  so  unfavourable  that  salmon  angling  has  been 
almost  relinquished.  Last  week  only  two  anglers  were 
out.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Landale,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
caught  one  salmon  on  the  Gruinards  water,  and  Mr.  W. 
Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  who  fished  the  upper  waters, 
grassed  three  fish  of  71b.,  lllb.,  and  121b.  On  Tuesday,  on 
the  Gruinards  water,  Mr.  Landale  grassed  a  fifteen- 
pounder,  and  on  Wednesday  two  grilse  of  41b.  and  51b. 
On  Thursday  he  had  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  on  Friday,  one 
of  101b.  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  was  also  out 
on  Friday,  and  grassed  a  fourteen-pounder  on  the  upper 
waters.  Since  then  the  river  has  got  reduced  to  a  very 
low  ebb,  and.  the  weather  has,  besides,  been  far  too  hot 
and  bright  for  fishing.— MoB. 

Dee  fAberdeenshire).— Numerous  good  baskets  have 
been  made  during  the  week,  both  in  the  Dee  and  its 
numerous  feeders,  but  the  bright  droughty  weather  has 
reduced  the  volume  of  the  I’iver,  and  consequently  the 
prolific  sport  hitherto  so  characteristic  of  the  present 
season  has  in  a  measure  fallen  off.  The  pools  are  unusually 
well  stocked  in  the  Braemar  section,  but  unfortunately 
disease  is  very  rife.  On  the  Balmoral  and  upper  reaches  a 
splendid  spring  season  has  been  enjoyed.  On  the  Inver- 
cauld  Arms  water,  Mr.  Upoher,  Mr.  Lister,  and  others 
continue  to  have  good  sport.  On  Wednesday  last,  Mr. 
Upcher,  jun.,  landed  his  first  salmon,  a  beauty  of  281b.,  and 
the  heaviest  fisb  got  in  the  upper  reaches  this  season.  On 
the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water,  Aboyne,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cecil 
|  Johnstone  had  several  grilse  and  salmon  to  add  to  his 


alreadyr  very  fair  score.  On  tho  Upper  Dess  water 
Lieutenant  Richard  Farquhar,  Drumnagost,  landed  two 
salmon,  81b.,  and  a  grilse  of  311b. ;  while  Captain  Davidson 
had  one  on  the  Lower  Dess  of  87.1b.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr. 
W.  I’.  Campbell  landed  a  511b.  grilse  with  a  9ft.  rod, after  a 
most  exciting  run.  On  the  same  waters  Messrs.  Milne  and 
Campbell  made  a  basket  of  251b.  of  trout  between  them  one 
day  the  week  before  last.— Dkesider. 

Deveron  iBanffshire.)— There  is  little  to  report  from 
this  river  during  the  past  week.  Heavy  fogs  have  pre¬ 
vailed,  but  they  have  cleared  before  the  sun  at  noon 
generally,  without  tho  slightest  fall  of  rain,  which  is  very 
discouraging.  The  river  consequently  is  greatly  decreased 
in  volume,  and  the  reeds  are  showing  above  water.  The 
salmon  and  grilse  are  greatly  reduced  in  the  pools,  and  the 
few  to  be  observed,  owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water  arc 
beginning  to  get  tainted  with  fungoid.  Anglers  have 
almost  abandoned  the  river,  and  the  only  fish  recorded  this 
week  was  one  killed  on  the  Mayne  water  by  Mr. 
Sanderson,  weighing  941b.  The  number  of  trout  landed  on 
the  Huntly,  Rothiemey,  and  waters  in  the  vicinity  of 
Turriff,  have  also  dwindled  down  from  over  121b.  to  291b. 
daily  to  a  few,  none  of  which  scaled  lib.  At  several  of  tho 
stations  on  the  coast,  however, fish  have  been  very  plentiful, 
and  at  others  scarcely  any  have  been  taken.  For  last  week 
the  number  of  salmon  and  grilse  at  the  Blackpots  station 
was  close  on  one  hundred  ;  on  the  stations  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Deveron  from  six  to  fifteen  daily,  and  from  the 
stations  at  Melrose,  Port  Fife,  and  Gardenstown,  from  a  few 
to  over  a  dozen  daily.  From  the  Macduff  and  Gardens¬ 
town  fishings  (this  week,  up  to  Wednesday  eight 
boxes  were  consigned  to  the  English  markets,  compared 
with  ten  boxes  for  tbe  corresponding  week  last  year.  Tho 
fish  taken  from  the  sea  are  of  excellent  quality,  but  those 
from  the  river  not  so  good.  Average  weight— salmon, 
121b.,  grilse,  4flb.  Prices— salmon,  one  and  sixpence  per  lb. 
and  grilse,  9d.  per  lb.— H.  W. 

Don  and  Ythan.— On  the  Don  and  Ythan  good  baskets 
have  been  made,  especially  in  the  evening,  but  a  flood  is 
now  greatly  needed,  as  the  accumulations  of  alga;  become 
excessive  with  the  drought.  A  good  scour  out  is  every 
day  becoming  more  ana  more  imperative  all  over  the 
north.  The  hotel  waters  are  now  being  daily  more  and 
more  patronised,  and  with  a  few  freshening  showers 
splendid  sport  would  be  got.  The  brown  trout  are  now  in 
the  very  pink  of  condition,  while  a  good  show  of  sea  trout 
and  grilse  have  been  noted  in  the  tidal  waters.— Don. 

Durness  Hotel  (Kyle  of  Durness).  —Sea  Trout  Angl¬ 
ing.— June  16,  eight  fish,  101b.,  largest  2 Jib.  ;18th,  nine,  121b., 
largest,  l|lb. ;  19th,  six,  81b.,  largest,  3Jlb. ;  20th,  eleven, 
101b.,  largest,  3(1  b. ;  22nd,  sixteen,  2511b.,  largest,  31b.  Mr. 
John  Sutherland,  gillie,  says  the  Kyle  is  three  weeks 
later  this  season,  owing  to  the  cold  spring  and  easterly 
winds.— Ada  Turnbull. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Angling  on  this  river  during 
the  past  week  was  practically  m3,  owing  to  the  continued 
dry  weather  and  the  river  being  now  at  almost  its  lowest 
summer  level.  A  few  salmon  and  grilse  were  got,  but  they 
are  now  all  losing  their  silvery  colour  and  taking  the 
brown,  ugly  colour  which  betokens  fish  in  confinement. 
This  state  of  matters  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  pools 
and  streams  contain  plenty  of  fish,  which  can  under  such 
circumstances  only  perish  and  go  to  waste.  The  Duke’s 
netsmen,  however,  are  doing  splendidly.  During  the  week 
they  landed  over  twenty  boxes  of  salmon  and  grilse.  On 
the  23rd  they  had  seven  boxes,  and  to-day  (Tuesday)  another 
seven.  Some  fine  sea  trout  are  being  also  got  in  the  nets. 
Loch  fishing  is  very  fair,  but  not  quite  up  to  expectation. 
Sea  fishing  could  now  be  had  in  perfection.  Herrings  are 
being  got  in  numbers  on  the  hook— splendid  sport,  which  I 
hope  to  describe  in  the  F.  G.-  -S.  C. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
The  sport  by  hotel  anglers  since  last  reported  has  been  as 
follows:— On  Tuesday  week,  Mr.  Caine,  London,  fished 
Lodnan  Burn  for  about  three  hours,  and  caught  two  and  a- 
half  dozen  trout,  two  of  which  weighed  Jib.  each ;  Col.  and 
Mrs.  Flower,  London,  on  Loch  Assynt,  one  Salmo  ferox  of 
31b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  Gib.;  Mr.  Clay,  Matlock,  fished 
Loch  Awe,  and  made  a  basket  of  nineteen  trout.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Flower,  on  Loch  Gillaroo,  one  dozen 
trout,  averaging  close  on  Jib.  each;  Col.  Flower  fished 
Loch  Assynt  for  a  few  hours,  and  got  a  Salmo  ferox  of  3ilb., 
and  eight  trout,  aggregating  1011  b.  On  Friday,  Col.  and 
Mrs.  Flower,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-five  trout,  91b.  On 
Saturday,  which  was  very  hot  and  sultry,  the  same  anglers, 
on  Loch  Assynt,  four  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each,  and  a 
Salmo  ferox  of  41b.;  and  Mr.  Cookson,  Yorkshire,  on  Loch 
Awe,  eleven  trout,  averaging  41b.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Flower,  on  Loch  Awe,  six,  which  averaged 
sib.,  besides  a  beauty  of  21b.;  and  Mr.  Cookson,  on  Loch 
Assynt,  three  and  a-quarter  dozen,  101b.— McB. 

Kilmelford.— Grand  sport  is  being  had  by  gentlemen 
putting  up  at  Cuilfail  Hotel  just  now.  During  last  week 
baskets  of  from  two  to  three  dozen  trout  per  day,  in  fine 
condition,  were  got  by  Lieutenant-General  Tower  and  Hon. 
Mrs.  Tower,  Rugby ;  Messrs.  Taylor,  Howie,  Graham, 
Macartney,  Glasgow,  Andrew  Usher,  and  James  Lyle 
(Edinburgh),  James  Waddell,  Shenley,  Bucks,  Drs.  Crombie 
(North  Berwick),  and  O.  Fergus  (Glasgow),  Mr.  Alfred 
Clay  (Matlock),  Captain  Falls  (London).  Anglers  visiting 
Cuilfail  can  rely  on  excellent  sport  during  the  present 
month. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)— On  Mon¬ 
day,  Dr.  Poison,  Edinburgh,  landed  eight  sea  trout,  31b.  in 
all ;  Tuesday,  five,  21b.;  Wednesday,  nine,  41b.,  the  heaviest 
being  2£lb.;  Thursday,  four,  including  a  nice  fish  of  2.11b.; 
and  on  Friday  six,  averaging  fib.  each.  Several  local 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  met  with  more  or  less  success. 
The  salmon  fishings  have  of  late  been  very  successfully 
prosecuted  at  all  the  netting  stations.  Not  for  a  long  time 
have  the  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse  been  so  heavy  as  during 
the  past  week.  As  compared  with  the  previous  week,  Mr. 
Anderson’s  South  Bonar,  Scalp  and  river  mouth  fishings, 
while  the  product  of  the  previous  week  was  doubled  on 
Mr.  Smith’s  Invercharron  and  Craggandubh  fishings,  and 
trebled  on  Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s  Skibo  fishings 
at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Forth.  From  all  the  above 
fishings  it  is  calculated  that  the  weight  of  salmon  and  grilse 
consigned  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  in  the  course 
of  the  week  would  aggregate  over  three  tons.— McB. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire.)— Dr.  Shiels,  Dr.  Burns,  and 
friend  caught  on  Loch  Doon  fifty-four  trout,  forty-eight 
trout,  and  forty-three  trout  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  respectively.— H eatii er bell. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— Owing  to  bright  sunshine 
and  changeable  winds  there  has  been  very  little  doing 
here.  To-day  (Wednesday)  tho  sun  has  become  clouded, 
although  the  water  is  rather  heavy  from  a  stiff  wind 
from  the  north-east.  The  number  of  boats  out  daily 
during  the  week  has  averaged  about  thirteen,  with  an 
average  take  per  boat  of  51b.— Robert  B.  Laing, 
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Loch  Migdale,  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— On  Thursday 
last,  Captain  Holder,  London,  and  Mr.  John  MacPherson, 
Bridge  Hotel,  niade  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  aggregating  61b. 
Several  other  anglers  have  been  out,  but  details  of  sport 
not  ascertained.  Angling  has,  however,  deteriorated  of 
late  on  account  of  unfavourable  weather.— McB. 

Loch  Tay,  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  Hotel  water,  on 
the  18th,  Mr.  Robb  caught  twenty-seven  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  L. 
Wood,  twenty-eight,  1211b. ;  19th,  Mr.  Parker,  eight,  21b. ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  eight,  211b. ;  20th,  Mr.  Anderson,  twelve,  51b. ; 
22nd,  .Mr.  Anderson,  twelve,  4flb. ;  23rd,  Mr.  Anderson, 
twelve,  41b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  thirteen,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Allgood,  out 
a  short  time,  caught  nine  trout,  51b.  All  that  is  wanted  is 
rain,  then  the  fishing  would  be  very  good.— W.  Knight. 

North  Esk.— Owing  to  the  great  drought  the  waters 
have  got  very  low ;  still  splendid  baskets  are  being  made 
on  the  upper  reaches.  On  Wednesday  last  the  second 
competition  for  the  season  of  the  Brechin  Angling  Club 
took  place.  The  weather  was  excellent,  and  the  turn-out 
of  anglers  unusually  large,  while  the  baskets  all  round 
were  a  good  average. 

Orchy  (Inveroran  Hotel).— An  angler  fishing  from 
Inveroran  Hotel  on  Friday,  June  19,  had  one  salmon  of  101b. 
Same  day  Surgeon-General  Robertson,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
had  three  dozen  trout,  averaging  three  to  the  pound.  Mr. 
Campbell,  on  Lochbuie,  on  Tuesday,  had  six  dozen  trout, 
averaging  three  to  the  pound. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— The 
various  lochs  have  yielded  splendid  baskets  since  last 
reported.  On  Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  Sample,  Bothal 
Castle,  Morpeth,  on  Fiag  beat,  three  dozen  trout,  161b. ; 
Dr.  Nesham,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  also  on  Fiag  beat,  six¬ 
teen  trout,  61b. ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  on  Loch 
Fiag,  forty -six,  141b. ;  and  Messrs.  W.  B.  Ormond  and  R. 
Ormond,  Newcastle,  while  fishing  Mid  Shinn  beat,  simul¬ 
taneously  hooked  a  salmo  ferox  each.  By  skilful  handling 
both  were  landed,  and  weighed  611b.  and  41b.  respectively ; 
they  also  got  ten  trout,  3Jlb.  On  Wednesday,  Dr.  Nesham 
on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty-two  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Sample  on 
Loch  Shin,  twenty-two,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Ormond  on  Loch 
Merkland,  eighteen,  71b.  Rev.  Canon  Faber  made  a  nice 
basket  on  Loch  Shin  ;  and  Mr.  Godwin,  Rawdon,  on  Loch 
Griam  (a  few  hours  only)  eight  trout,  3Jlb.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  Sample  on  Fiag  beat,  forty -five,  17ilb. ;  Mr.  Godwin, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  sixteen,  81b.,  including  a  beauty  of 
21b. ;  Messrs.  Ormond,  on  Loch  Shin,  three  dozen,  161b. ; 
Dr.  Nesham,  on  Loch  Shin,  sixteen,  Slb./and  a  salmo  ferox 
of  51b. ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  on  Loch  Merkland,  three-and- 
three-quarter  dozen,  111b. ;  and  Colonel  Ross-Church  and 
friend,  on  Loch  Shin  (a  few  hours  only)  ten,  averaging 
Jib.  each.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Sample,  on  Loch  Griam,  one 
and  threo  quarter  dozen,  111b. ;  Messrs.  Ormond,  on  Fiag 
beat,  twenty-two,  91b. ;  Dr.  Nesham  and  Mr.  R.  Nesham, 
on  Loch  Shin,  four,  31b. ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  two  dozen, 
91b. ;  Colonel  Ross-Church  and  friend,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
half-a-dozen,  2Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Godwin,  on  Loch  Shin,  five, 
21b.,  and  hooked  a  ferox  which  carried  off  all  the  tackle. 
On  Monday,  this  week,  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  on  Fiag  beat, 
twenty,  81d.  ;  Mr.  Godwin,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirteen, 
51b. ;  Mr.  A.  Paradox  and  son,  on  Loch  Griam,  forty,  101b.; 
Mr.  R.  Ormond,  on  Loch  Shin,  two  dozen,  1141b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Sample  and  W.  B.  Ormond,  on  Gormloch,  seventy, 
201b. -McB. 

>  Rhiconich  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— For 

some  days  back  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable,  being 


very  bright  and  hot.  Capital  baskets  have,  however,  been 
made.  On  Monday  last  week,  Mr.  Bartholomew  and  Mr. 
Oakden,  Birmingham,  fished  Loch  Inchard,  and  got  ten 
sea  trout,  averaging  over  111b.  each.  One  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  anglers  here  this  season  is  Captain  Burton,  Glou¬ 
cester,  whohadtwoanda-quarter  dozen  trout,  101b.,  onLoeh 
Tigh  Sheilg,  on  Monday,  three  and  a-half  dozen  trout,  131b., . 
and 231b.  sea  fish  on  Loch  Inchard,  on  Wednesday;  two 
and  three-quarters  of  a  dozen,  Mb.,  on  Loch  Tigh  Sheilg  on 
Thursday  ;  one  sea  trout  of  lib.,  and  121b.  of  lythe  on  Loch 
Inchard  on  Friday ;  and  on  Saturday,  on  Loch  Tigh  Sheilg, 
two  and  a-quarter  dozen  trout,  121b.  On  Monday  this  week 
he  fished  Loch  Na-blarloch,  and  landed  one  and  three- 
quarters  dozen  trout  lib.— McB. 

Shin  (Inveran  Hotel  Waters,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— 
This  river,  which  has  yielded  excellent  sport  all  through 
the  season,  is  still  doing  fairly  well,  notwithstanding 
adverse  state  of  weather  and  water.  Mr.  Buxton,  Suther¬ 
land  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  fished  the  lower  beats  on 
Monday  [week,  and  caught  a  141b.  salmon  on  Angus  Pool, 
and  one  of  71b.  on  Cromarty  Pool ;  on  Wednesday  the  same 
angler  had  a  fourteen-pounder  on  Angus  Pool,  and  one  of 
101b.  on  Herbert  Pool;  Mr.  Lombe,  also  from  the  hotel, 
grassed  a  fine  fish  of  211b.  on  Fir  Dam.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
D.  Campbell,  Inversion,  fished  Loch  Laro,  and  landed  eight 
beautiful  trout,  61b.,  not  one  under  Jib.  On  Friday,  Mr.  H. 
Buxton  fished  the  Shin,  and  had  a  141b.  salmon  on  Fall 
Pool,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Fir  Dam.  On  Saturday,  an  111b. 
salmon  was  caught  on  Coslay,  by  Mr.  Lambe;  and  on 
Monday  this  week  a  grilse  of  511b.,  on  Fall  Pool,  by  Mr. 
Buxton.  Rain  is  now  very.'much  needed.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — I  regret  to  have  still  to  report  “no 
change  in  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers.”  The  long-continued 
spell  of  dry  weather  in  the  district  is  causing  much  un¬ 
easiness  both  to  farmers  and  anglers.  The  Border  Esk  is, 
like  the  other  district  rivers,  too  low  and  clear ;  besides,  it 
is  pretty  foul  of  weeds  and  decayed  vegetable  matter. 
Still,  the  angling  has  not  been,  so  far,  amiss,  and  some  fair 
catches  have  fallen  to  those  who  go  in  for  night  fishing. 
Owing  to  the  low  waters  of  the  Nith  and  the  river  draught¬ 
netting,  few  sea  trout  have  got  up  the  river,  and  the  sport 
that  is  reported  from  the  main  streams  is  very  poor.  Sea 
trout  whimmeling  is  being  carried  on  in  the  Solway  every 
day,  and  large  quantities  of  Eden,  Esk,  Annan,  and  Nith 
sea  trout  are  being  killed.  Sea  trout  are  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  exterminated  in  the  Solway  rivers  at  no  distant 
date.— Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Hotel. — June  15,  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Hey  wood, 
on  the  kyle,  eleven  sea  trout,  loilb. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Locn 
Slamm,  41b.  of  trout ;  16th,  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Ileywood, 
on  the  kyle,  fifteen  sea  trout,  261b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  three  trout,  21b.  17th,  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Hey- 
wood,  on  Loch  Hacon,  sixteen  trout,  511b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on 
Loch  Slamm,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Toller,  on  Loch  Craggie,  I 
61b.  of  trout.  18th,  Mr.  Toller,  on  Loch  Slamm,  one  salmon,  I 
61b.,  also  411b.  of  trout.  19th,  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Hey  wood, 
on  the  kyle,  eighteen  sea  trout,  261b.— A.  Campbell. 

Tweed. — It  would  only  be  going  over  trodden  ground  to 
give  you  any  further  dissertation  on  the  state  of  the  rivers 
m  the  vale  of  Tweedside.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  are  as 
low  and  dirty  as  ever,  and  that  fishing  is  bad.  A  few  fair 
baskets  are  got  now  and  then  with  fly  during  the  evening 
time,  while  minnow  and  worm  fishers  are  busy  at  it  during 
the  day  time,  and  are  pretty  successful.  Of  salmon  fishing  ! 
there  is  none. — Max  wheel. 


Irish  Roports. 

Baliinderry  (East  Tyrone).— This  trout  stream  has 
not  yielded  much  sport  in  the  past  and  present  week. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  those  who  have 
‘  tried  their  luck  ”  have  met  with  bad  luck.  For  instance, 
Saturday  last,  a  party  of  six  rods  fished  from  the  Red 
Bridge  to  Lough  Village,  and  only  one  brace  of  trout  was 
killed  by  one  of  the  party,  Mr.  Kempton,  a  professional. 
The  day  previous,  Mr.  C.  R.  Stevenson,  on  the  Ardtrea 
sections,  landed  seven  nice  brown  trout,  and  a  few  have 
been  taken  by  Messrs.  Wm.  McLord,  Robert  Campbell,  J. 
Cooke,  J.  Norris,  and  J.  Maneely.  Angling  will  remain  at 
a  standstill  until  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  raises  the  river 
which  is  now  at  summer  level.  No  takes  worth  recording 
come  from  Lough  Neagh.  Trout  have  ceased  to  rise  to 
the  fly  owing  to  the  calm  bright  weather  and  intense  heat. 

Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— Owing  to  the  very  bright 
and  hot  weather  of  the  past  week,  sport,  both  on  the  Erne 
and  Melvin,  was  the  poorest  we  have  had  this  season. 
Bright  weather  still  continues,  hut  as  there  is  a  littlo 
wind  sport  is  a  little  better. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport  has 
been  fair.  Captain  Salmonson  and  friend  has  enjoyed 
good  sport  at  both  white  and  brown  trout.  The  former 
gentleman  on  one  day  got  a  salmon,  1011b. ;  six  white 
trout,  1011b. ;  and  a  dozen  brown  trout.  Mr.  Pollock,  Mr. 
Wilmot,  Mr.  Jones,  and  three  local  professionals,  had 
from  three  to  six  white  trout,  and  about  half-a-dozen 
brown  ones  each  day  they  were  out.  A  good  season  is 
now  virtually  assured,  as  the  sea  trout  ana  salmon  con¬ 
tinue  to  run  up  in  large  numbers ;  three  hundred  and 
eighty  of  the  former  and  seventy  of  the  latter  were  had 
on  the  weir  on_Friday.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  Aiakes  (Ballina).  —  During  the  past  we 
have  had  bright  warm  weather  and  low  water,  the  fish 
rising  very  short  to  the  fly.  Only  at  early  morning  and  at 
evening  will  they  hook  well.— Frank  Hearn. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-The  sudden 
transition  from  intensely  cold  to  excessively  hot  weather, 
has  affected  sport  in  all  of  the  Irish  rivers,  and  the  mighty 
Shannon  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  No  doubt,  while 
nearty  the  entire  of  our  other  salmon  rivers,  notably  the 
buix,  Blackwater,  and  Dee  in  the  south,  and  chief  streams 
in  the  north  and  west  suffer  from  drought  and  run  down 
very  quickly,  the  Queen  of  British  rivers— the  Shannon-^ 
is  able  to  hold  its  own,  and  afford  sport  to  the  angler 
when  other  waters  are  dried  up.  To-day  (Wednesday),  for 
instance,  notwithstanding  all  the  heat  (it  is  80deg.  -in  the 
shade),  the  water  is  in  perfect  form  for  grilse  fishing, 
but,  like  last  week,  it  is  difficult  to  induce  the  fish  to  take. 
\esterday,  two  English  visitors  met  on  the  preserves, 
seventeen  salmon  and  grilse,  and  only  killed  one  fish.  Bad 
iuck  !  \V  ell,  it  is  some  consolation  to  know  that  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  about,  and  to  feel  certain  that  with  the  first 
change  of  the  weather  sport  will  be  splendid.  I  predict 
that  July  will  turn  out  the  month  of  the  present  season. 
W ell  will  it  be  for  the  angler  who  may  be  fortunate  enough 
to  be  here  in  that  month.  Last  year  it  beat  June  hollow, 
and  I  expect  it  will  do  the  same  this  year.  Rain  appears 
to  be  imminent.  May  nothing  prevent  its  coming  down  in 
torrents.— J.  Hurley,  Killaloe. 


On  account  of  great  pressure  upon  our  space,  several 
river  reports  are  unavoidably  omitted.— Ed. 


THE  CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL 

Will  positively  cure 
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A  disease  that  has  hitherto  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most  eminent  physicians,  who  have  sought  in 

vain  to  cure  or  prevent  its  annual  return. 


WRITE  FOR  CIRCULAR  AND  TESTIMONIALS. 

One  CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL  will  last  a  family  several  summers,  making  it  the  cheapes 
remedy  in  the  world  at  the  price— 10s.  post  free.  g  eapes 


“  It  is  soothing  and  invigorating  to  turn  to 

—  Yimuco  Huvcb,  iJcuiover  aquare,  London,  W. 

Just  Published,  crown  8vo.,  price  10/6. 

Mr.  William  Black’s  delightful  pages.”— Daily 

Telegraph. 
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Mr.  Wm.  Black's  New  Novel , 
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<4 Donald  Ross  of  Heimra.” 

NOW  READY,  IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 

Stan  tlje  Jitonntaht  Mvmnht  to  tljc  jHhjljtn  fan. 

u  Its  interest  never  flags.  There  is  much 

By  JOHN  MAC  VINE, 

delicious  humour.” — Scotsman. 

London  ;  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTcfcs  &  Co.,  Ltd/ 

London  :  LONGMANS,  G  R  E  E  N  &  CO. 

(Successors  to  SYRACUSE  fish  ROD  Co.) 

Manufacturers  of  fine  split  bamboo  fish  rods  with  cork  and  celluloid  hand-grasns 
The  only  perfect  hand-grasp  made.  Also  manufacturers  of  minnow  glitterinr 
gang  trolling  spoons.  This  spoon  will  take  two  fiish  to  one  on  the  Phantom 
<£???  J?alt  wm  refund  the  money  if  not  satisfactory! 

Pi  ice  <5  cents  and  1  dollar.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  money.  For  sale  by  all 
dealers.  Send  for  Catalogue.  HENRY  LOFTIE,  Manager,  Syracuse  N.Y.,V.S.A. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


FISHINGS  REQUIRED,  VACANCIES 

FOR  RODS,  SITUATIONS,  &C. 

Advertisements  inserted  in  this  Col¬ 
umn,  ao  words  ...  (per  insertion)  1  0 
^ltt0  . (Three  insertions)  2  6 

Advertisement s  must  not  be  received  later  than 
9  a.m.  on  Fridays. 

—These  must  be  prepaid,  or  they  will  not 
be  inserted. 

WORMS. — Marsh,  1/3  250  ;  various 3/- 
1,000  ;  1/10  500  ;  1/-  250.— FREE. 
— Terms  Cash.— Angleii,  70a,  Peckham- 
rye,  S.E.  Letters  only. 

DUN  hackles  2/3  a  gross ;  wings 
ASSORTED.  Woodcocks,  jays, 
snipes,  hen  pheasant,  grouse,  sea-gull, 
starling,  dozen  2/9.— J.  Pickerrgill, 
Bingley-street,  Leeds. 

A  FEW  RODS  TO  LET,  on  a  good 
Coarse  Fishing  River  and  some 
Ponds  ;  situated  in  one  of  .the  loveliest 
parts  of  Kent,  within  an  hour  of  London. 
—Apply  to  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
Fishing  Gazette  Office,  St.  Dunetan’s 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

FISHING. — Good  accommodation  and 
Good  Fishing  ;  Traps  meet  any 
train  by  appointment. — Apply  H.  Smith, 
The  Rodney,  Little  Baddow,  Essex. 

COARSE  FISHING  SEASON,  1891.— 
Wanted,  1,000  Bottom  Fishermen, 
to  send  for  copies  of  “  The  Trent  Otters,” 
(late  of  Newark-on-Trent)  ;  Descriptive 
Catalogue,  new  edition,  now  ready,  con¬ 
taining  full  descriptions  of  over  50 
different  sorts  of  Bottom  Fishing  and 
Spinning  Rods,  &c.  “Post  free  to  any 
address.” — From  J.  W.  Martin,  “  The 
Trent  Otter,”  Newtown,  Huntington. 

1VT  OR  WAY.— SALMON  AND  .  SEA- 
TROUT  FISHING.— Two  rods  to 
let  from  1st  August,  large  glacier-fed 
river';  big  fish.  Vacancies  in  consequence 
of  friends  being  unable  to  go  out  with 
owner.— Address  Flyfisheu,  in  care  of 
Messrs.  Bowness,  Fishing  Tackle 
Makers,  Strand,  W.C. 


TT^ANTED,  a  Berth  as  Water  Bailiff 

•  *  or  Keeper.  Thoroughly  compe¬ 
tent  ;  salary  less  object  than  good  situa¬ 
tion  ;  plenty  of  work  and  hatchery 


preferred  .—Apply 
Gazette. 


A.  W.  G.,  Fishing 


V/tT ANTED  immediately,  Managership 
*  "  of  Good  Fishing  Hotel,  or  on 
Rental ;  thoroughly  up  in  every  way. — 
Apply  A.  A.  W.,  Fishing  Gazette. 

WANTED,  Hardy’s  steel  centre  split 
cane  fly  rod,  about  1 1  feet ; 
good  fly  rods  for  sale.— Locii,  19,  Upper 
Addison  Gardens,  Kensington. 

LET. — Two  miles  of  river  fishing; 
J-  1£  miles  from  station,  40  from 
London.— Apply  Hutley,  Derwards, 
Booking,  Braintree. 


SITTING  and  one  or  two  bedrooms 
with  free  rod  for  trout  and  grayling 
on  river.— Apply  Morton,  17,  Commer¬ 
cial-street,  Hereford. 

FISHING,  river  Shannon,  Ireland, 
Gentleman’s  house.  Post  and  rail 
!  close.  Terms,  2  guineas  weekly. — S. 
i  Thompson,  Ruskey,  Co.  Roscommon, 

TO  LET.— Well-furnished  Apartments, 
with  attendance,  good  cooking, 
near  beach,  opposite  station,-  healthy 
part  of  Norfolk.  Splendid  scenery  and 
walks,  terms  moderate. —Mace,  Winsor 
House,  Sherringham. 


and  Alresford,  comprising  two  very 
substantial  FAMILY  RESIDENCES,  a 
capital  corn  mill  with  miller’s  house 
and  premises,  the  Farm  House  with 
Homestead  and  nine  Cottages,  and  an 
area  of  about  220  Acres  of  very  fine 
Water  Meadows,  Pasture  and  Arable 
Land,  with  three-quarters-of-a-mile  of 
splendid  fishing  in  the  River  Itchen. 
Also  a  well-secured  Ground  Rent  of  £25 
a  year.  The  main  road  from  Winchester 
to  Alresford  bisects  the  estate,  and  the 
land  offers  many  valuable  building  site3 
for  erection  of  residences  in  this  favourite 
locality. 

Full  particulars  with  plan  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  sale  may  be  obtained  of 
William  Collins,  Esq.,  solicitor,  Win¬ 
chester  ;  of  Mr.  Charles  Young,  land 
agent  and  auctioneer,  Alton  ;  or  of  Mr. 
James  Harris,  auctioneer,  land  agent, 
and  surveyor,  Winchester. 


HANTS. -ON  THE  RIVER  ITCHEN. 
Four  Miles  from  Winchester. 

MR.  JAMES  HARRIS  has  been 
favoured  with  instructions  from 
the  Trustees  of  the  Will  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Nevill,  Esq.,  to  SELL  by  AUC¬ 
TION,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Winchester, 
on  Tuesday,  July  21st,  at  four  o’clock 
precisely  (unless  suitable  offer  should 
be  made),  The  valuable  FREEHOLD 
PROPERTY  known  as  “The  Ciiilland 
Estate,”  close  to  the  Itchen  Abbas 
Station,  and  four  miles  from  Winchester 


HORSEBRIDGE,  HANTS, 

Close  to  the  Station. 

Notice  of  Sale  of  COTTAGE  RESIDENCE, 
With  Land,  and  Fishing  in  the  River 
Test,  with  early  possession. 

MR.  JAMES  HARRIS  is  favoured 
with  instructions  from  Mr.  Robert 
Wyeth  to  SELL  by  AUCTION,  at  the 
ROYAL  HOTEL,  Winchester,  on  TUES¬ 
DAY,  July  21st,  1891,  at  four  o’clock  pre¬ 
cisely. — The  very  comfortable  COTTAGE 
RESIDENCE,  with  about  5  acres  of  land 
attached,  and  capital  fishing  in  the 
River  Test,  situate  at  Horsebridge 
(within  200  yards  of  the  station),  as 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Arthur  Knok, 
Esq.,  and  specially  adapted  for  a'Hunting 
or  Fishing  Box. 

Full  particulars,  with  conditions  of 
sale,  may  be  obtained  of  Messrs.  F.  I. 
and  J.  C.  Warner,  Solicitors,  and  of 
the  Auctioneer,  Winchester. 

AFTER  A  DAY’S  FISHING, 

Call  on  TIBBATTS, 

AT  THE 

“CITIZEN,”  70,  H0UNDSDITCH, 

(Opposite  iBishopsgale  Clmrch.) 

Two  minutes’  walk  from  Liverpool  Street  and  Bro  d 
Street  Stations, 


LOST, 

On  Saturday,  2rith  inst.,  at  Elstree  By.  Station,  M.R., 

TWO  GREEN  HEART  FISHING  RODS, 

Engraved  “Holroyd,  50,  Gracechurch  St.,  London 

Also  Landing:  Net  Handle. 

Whoever  delivers  the  same  intact  to  Mr.  Holroyd  will 
June  22nd,  1n0I.  receive  the  above  Reward. 


SPRATT  S  PATENT, 

LIMITED. 

“FIBRINE” 

FISH  MEAL 


Made  in  various  degrees  of  fineness,  and  in 
two  kinds,  viz. Biscuit  Meal,  for  Carp,  Gold 
Fish,  &e.,  and  Meat  Meal,  for  Trout  and  similar 
feeding  fish. 

For  rearing  young  fry  and  feeding 

adult  fish . per  cwt. 

Ditto . per  14  hag 

Ditto . 7  „ 


£1  8 


Spratt’s  Patent,  Limited,  London,  E.C, 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  SON., 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Every  Angling  Requisite  —  Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 


JAME  S  WRIGHT, 

SPROUSTON,  KELSO. 

Highest  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  par,ts 
of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


THE  “STANDARD"  MEAT  EMITS  FOR  DOES. 

USED  BY  SOME  OF  THE  LARGEST  EXHIBITORS. 


TESTIMONIALS. 


Tiif.  “  Standard  ”  Meat  Biscuit  Co.  Glenboig,  N.B. 

Sirs,— I  have  given  your  “  Standard  ”  Dog  Biscuits  a  fair  trial  and  I  consider 
them  to  be  as  good,  if  not  superior,  to  any  I  have  yet  tried. 

^ 15  Yours  truly,  ROBERT  CHAPMAN. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  the 

"FB"  'jwr  v 


The  “Standard”  Meat  Biscuit  Co.  x  Edinburgh,  N.B, 

Dear  Sirs,— Your  Dog  Biscuits  are  simply  perfect.  My  dogs  prefer  them  to 
any  others.  Please  repeat  my  last  order,  namely  5  cwts. 

Yours  faithfully,  W.  R.  REID, 


manufactured  by  this  Company  from  the  purest  materials,  and  which  has  been  proved  and  tested,  meeting  a  decided  want  in 

the  rearing  and  feeding  of  dogs. 

The  Manager,  who  has  the  combined  experience  of  a  breeder  along  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  biscuit  making,  finds  that  a 

constant  use  of  these  biscuits  is  attended  with  the  best  results. 

THE  BISCUITS  ARE  EATEN  GREEDILY  DRY,  BUT  IP  PREFERRED  SOFT,  THEY  SHOULD  BE  COVERED  WITH  WARM  WATER  FOR  10  MINUTES 

Sample  1  owt,  bag,  20s. ;  ditto  h  do.,  11s.,  carriage  paid,  Special  Terms  for  larger  quantities. 

THE  “STANDARD”  MEAT  BISCUIT  CO.,  EDINBURGH. 

SCAFE’S  PATENT  (“The  Redspinner”)  FISHING  BROGUE. 


The  “Field’’  says: —  “Mr.  Scafe 
has  applied  the  principle  ol  his  leather 
and  rubber  combination  to  fishing 
brogues,  with  excellent  results.  That 
the  sole  of  the  brogue  should  enable  the 
Angler  to  move  about  on  slippe-y  boul¬ 
ders  with  confidence,  and  make  a  leap 
from  rock  to  rock,  without  jarring  the 
system,  are  points  of  vital  consideration. 
The  Scafe  brogue  has  these  distinct  re¬ 
commendations,  and  to  them  must  he 
added  the  extraordinary  durability  of 
the  sole.” 


The  “Fishing  Gazette”  says: — 

“This  combination  will  prove  most 
valuable  to  Anglers.  These  brogues 
fulfil  admirably  all  the  purposes  for 
which  a  brogue  is  nueded,  and  they  will 
unquestionably  he  found  one  of  the 
most  durable  articles  of  the  kind  upon 
the  market.” 


The  Leather  and  Rubber  Boot  Co.,  Ltd,,  Albion  Street,  LE 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


[June  27,  1891. 


JAMES  OGDEN,  28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Ogden's  “Gem," No.  1  (Light 
Wing). 


Ogden’s  “Gem,"  No.  3  (Green 
Wing). 


Ogden’s  “  Stent  Gnat.' 


Ogden’s  “  Gem,”  No  4.  (Grey  Wing). 


PRICES— Floating  6s„  Sunk,  4s.  per  doz,,  on  Eyed  Hooka  or  14in.  Gut,  or  Dressed  Correctly  to  Pattern. 

JAMES  OGDENS  M  U  L  T  U  M  -IN-PARVO  pLY  RODS  JB1 

_ _ ”  B-NO  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  PERSONS  ASSUMING  THE  SAME  NAME.  ’ 

QUEEN’S  HOTEL,  QUEEN’S  HOAD,  BATTERSEA. 

o  Ai  ®'P'^:CIOUS  ■ROOM»  capable  of  seating  150  persons,  TO  LET  for 
Smoking  Concerts,  Public  Meetings,  &c. 

Headquarters  of  the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society. 


lsj 


Proprietor. 


C.  SIMMONDS. 


PARKERS  SELF-STRIKING  FLOAT. 

By  Her  Majesty’s  Royal  Letters  Patent. 

_  ...  A  BOOIN  TO  A2JG-LEES. 

enablin^an  inexD8rienced°ftmlgn7?n?oS^tiu^ihe  n’OBt1inSenious  and  effectual  contrivance  ever  produced  for 
£°*  ?mpleaannd0Surable.r  Wlth°Ut  eflectl“<0‘™  .  and ' ^nnoSnc'ing^thlfect 'iiy  TwJflSS 

fi.  PARKER,  20,  WALPOLE  STREET,  NEW  CROSS,  S.E. 

DO  YOU  WANT 

itIfromlaSS  F‘Shing  Tackle  of  every  description,  at  lowest  possible  Prices.  If,  so  you  can  obtain 

ALFRED  BOOKER  &  Co., 

midland  w orks,  re dditc h. 

Established  1S30. 

SPECIAL  LIST  of  NUTTING  &  CO., 

Fishing  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers,  70,  Edgbaston  Street,  Birmingham. 

Blue  Mahoe  Trout  Rods,  32s.  each. 

Genuine  American  Split  Cane  Trout  Rods,  2  Tops  and  Travelling 
Case,  15s.  each.  & 

Balance  Handle  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  10s.  0d.  each. 

Bronzed  Rotary  Plate  Reels,  2in.  4s.;  2|in.  4s.  6d.  each. 

Solid  Leather  Fly  Books,  3s.  each. 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

NATURALISTS  TO  H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH 

SILVER  MEDALS,  1887,  ’80,  &  ’82. 

SPECIALISTS  IN  PISH  MOUNTING-. 

28,  RADNOR  ST„  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON,  E.O. 

LOOK  HERE!! 

Hod  ’hfw'i1!  forwa!;d  you  a  three  joint,  perfectly  balanced,  and  wen-finished  Greenheart  Fly 
Kod,  m  liag,  11  feet  long  bronzed  ferrules  and  fittings.  Also  a  two  inch  Bronzed  Reel,  with  revolving 
plate  and  check,  and  20  yards  silk  and  liair,  or  waterproof  silk  line. 

Tritt’s  North  Country  Trout  Flies,  on  drawn  or  undrawn  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

All  pattern  Tiout  Flies  dressed  for  the  Trade.  For  terms  apply,  with  business  card,  to 
G*  B'  RICHARDSON,  Gun  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker 

BARNARD  CASTLE. 


wound 
Ensures  a 


To  be  had  of  all  Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

AND  WHOLESALE  AT 

46  &  47,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


YACHTING  t  FISHING  ~  NORFOLK  BROADS 


YACHTS  For  HIRE.  List,  with  full  description,  on  application. 

A.  J.  RUDD  (late  C.  J.  Greene),  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

-  Every  information  as  to  fishing  grounds  given  to  customers.  - . 


SPECIALITIES  TO  BE  HAD  ONLY  FROM 


& 

STRICKLAN  DG-ATE,  KENDAL, 

Superior  Greenheart,  and  Whole  Cane  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods. 

Kendal  Solid  Leather  Fish  Creels,  price  25s.  Kendal  Combination  Wood  and  Metal  Fish  Creels 
price  5s.  fid.  each.  Special  Compact  carry-all  Fishing  Bags  for  Trout,  from  3s.  2d.,  for  Salmon’ 
11s.  Nortli  country  Hackle  Flies,  superior  quality,  Is.  Sd.  per  dozen.  Winged  Flies,  Is,  Cd.  per 
dozen.  Nortli  country  Fly  Casts,  0s.  per  dozen.  We  guarantee  all  our  goods  of  the  best'  possible 
material  and  workmanship.  Price  List  Post-free. 


FLY  FISHING. 

THe  Largest  Stock  of  Flies  in  London, 

Finest  English  Split  Cane  Rods  (own  make). 

Coinubian  Creel  (Patent),  the  Best  in  the  Market. 

Trout,  Salmon,  Spinning,  and  Trolling  Rods. 

Lines,  Winches,  etc.,  of  the  Best  Quality  only. 

Jl  mtc  for  my  Catalogue  ( 200  Illustrations  ancl  coloured  plate  of 

Flics),  2  stamps. 

G.  C.  Cooper, 

131,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(23  YEARS  IN  HOLBORN.) 

Nearly  opposite  Holborn  Restaurant. 

TRADE  mark  Anglers  visiting  London  should  not  leave  without  seeing  my  stock. 


CAMBRIC 


Grand  Diploma  ol  Honour,  Highest  Award  for  Irish  Damask  Table  Linen,  Edinburgh  1890 
Two  Prize  Medals,  Paris,  1889.  “  ' 

ROBIN  SON  &>  CLEAVER’S 

Children’s. ..Is.  3d.  perd  z.  I  Hemstitched— 

Ladies’  . 2s.  4d..  „  Ladies’...2s.  lljd.perdoz. 

Gents . 3s.  6d.  „  |  Gent’s  ...4s.  lid. 

Embroidered  Handkerchiefs,  in  all  the  Latest  Styles,  from  Is.  to  60s.  each. 
By  appointments  to  the  Queen  >|||  A  If  p  v“  I'he  Cambrics  ol  Robinson  and 
and  the  Empress  Frederick  bJ  1 1 1 JJ  Bf  L  I  Cleaver  have  a  world  .  wide 

VWVQwTnVIVVV  nVlT--  1  S-andTriceList  Post  free. 

ROBINSON  &  CLEAYER,Belfast.f  - 

Please  native  this  Paper 


POCKET! 

HANDKERCHIEFS 


Only  a  few  copies  of  this  rare  mid  useful  old  book  in  existence. 

By  Parcel  Post,  free,  for  10s.  Od.  in  Stamps  or  Postal  Orders. 

BLACKEE’S  ART  OF  FLY-MAR  I  IT  G-,  ETC., 

Comprising  Angling  and  Dyeing  of  Colours,  with  HAND-COLOURED  STEEL  ENGRAVINGS 
OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  SHOWING  HOW  THE  FLIES  ARE  MADE.  With 
Descriptions  of  Flies  for  the  Season  of  the  year  as  they  come  out,  Illustrations  of  Minnow  Tackles,  &c 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Co.,  Limited, 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  EC. 


